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PREF ACE. 

(( R01IE was not built in a day ; " the proudest 

kingdom in Europe was once in a state of barbarism 

perhaps worse than now exists amongst ~he tribes 

chiefly inhabiting the West Coast of Africa; and it 

is an incontrovertible axiom that what has been done 

can again be done. If Europe, therefore, has been 

raised to her present pitch of civilization by pro­

gressive advancement, Africa too, with a guarantee 

of the civilization of the north, will rise into equal 

importance. The nucleus has been planted; it is 

just beginning to show signs of life and future 

vigour; it shoots out legitimate as well as extraneous 

buds. Political capital is made of the latter by 

narrow-minded persons; whilst the liberal-minded, 

with more philosophy and generosity, make ample 

allowances for these defects, and encourage the 

legitimate growth. We may well say that the pre­

sent state of IV estern Africa is, in fact, the history 

of the world repeating itself. 
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The civilization of France and England, and e\'"en 

of Germany, dates from the time 'when Rome, 

agitated by social .contentions, made Julius C::e~ar 

proconsul of Transalpine Gaul ; the brilliant con­

quest which he made over the then sa,age tribe, who 

lived in caves and miserable huts, and the wi;;:e but 

rigid government which he enforced, led in eleven 

hundred years to the gigantic discoveries and im­

provements which now startle the denizens of less 

favoured climes. 

. But I argue that modern inventions, such as 

printing, s· ~:'Jll agency (both as regards railways 

and r. .. yigation), and the electric telegraph, which 

f;,( Jitate rapid communication in a most wonderful 

degree, leave not a shadow of doubt in my mind 

that, although it took eleven hundred years to bring 

France and England to the high standard of civiliza­

tion which they now occupy, it will take far less 

time to bring a portion at least of Western Africa 

to vie with E urope in progressive deyelopment. 

Descended from the royal blood of Isuama Eboe, 

and having had ample opportunities, -from close 

acquaintance \'lith almost all forms of government 

exercised in the most imv,rtant countries in the 

western part of Africa, of judging of the influence 
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of ciTIlization in modern times on races of different 

and most opposite character, I have hazarded the 

above opinion, and I am certain that those who have 

made this view the subject of sober consideration 

will bear me out in the statement. 

On this Coast the English element is unquestion­

ably the b.est civilizing agency. Their liberality in 

matters of Christianity, their sound and healthy 

judgment in colonization, their profound legislative 

ability, exhibited frequently in adopting proper 

means to suit the wishes and desires of the colonists, 

and their commercial policy, all greatly tend to 

foster the growth of civilization in a young colony. 

Occasionally, however, we meet with a few who find 

their way to the Coast, who endeavour to the utmost 

of their ability to undo what the well-disposed have 

done; but this must be regarded as the constant 

concomitant of progressive improvement in the 

early history of every country, when the civilizing 

agency comes from abroad. 

The following is the Convention between Her 

Majesty and the King of the N etherlands for an 

interchange of territory on the Gold Coast of 

Africa, signed at London, March 5, 1867; Ratifi­

cations e:s.ch~~lgcd at London, July 5, 1867;~ 
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Her Majesty the Qneen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Ireland, and His Majesty the King of the ~ ethcrlands, being 

of opinion that an interchange of territory on the W est Coast of 
Africa wonld condnce to their mutnal advantage, and wonld 
promot<l the interests of the inhabitants, ha,e resolved to conclude a 
convention for that pnrpose, and have therefore named as their 
plenipotentiaries, that is to say-{here follow the names of t1.te 
plenipotentiaries)-who, after having commnnicated to each 0' .t'" 
their respective fnll powers, found iu good and due fom, ta,e 
agreed upon the following nrticles:-

ARTICLE I. Her Britannic ::\fajesty cedes to h; }r~.it's[y the 
K ing of the ~etherhlnds all British fort~. i]O,;;c~oi0U;;. ;,;,.1 rights 
of sovereignty or jurisdiction which sh ,.·)s,r,ses un the Gold 
Coast westward of the month of the ::,,,1. _ l:;,el', where their 
respective territories are conterminous; anf] his ::\fujesty the King 
of the :Netherlands cedes to her Britanni0 ::\fajesty all Xetherlauu 
forts, possessions, and rights of sovereignty or jurisdiction which he 
possesses on the Gold Coast to the eastward of the month of the 
Sweet River, where their respective territories nre conterminons. 
The boundary between the possessious of her Britannic 1Iajesty and 
those of his Majesty the King of the ~ etherlands will be a line 

dmwn true north from the centre of the mouth of the Sweet River, 
as far as the houndary of the present ..:I..shl1ntec kinguom, hut with 
snch deviations within three English miles of the coa.st as shall be 
necessary to retain within British territory any villages which ha,e 

been in habitnal dependence on the British Government at Cape 
Coast, and within :Netherland territory any villages whkh have been 
in habitnal dependence on the Netherland Government at St. George 
d'Elmina. 

ARTICLE II. The two high contracting parties agree that the 
following tariff of duties of customs shall be enforced in their re­
spective possessions upon the Gold Coast :-

In the British P ossessions: ale, beer, wiDe, aDd ail spirits or 
spirituous liqnors, per old wine gallon, sixpence ; cigars, snM, or 
tobacco in any shape, per ponnd, one penny; gnnpowder, per ponnd, 



PREFACE. v 

one penny; firearms of every description, each, one shilling; on all 

other goods of every kind, an ad valorem duty of 3 per cent. on the 
invoice price. 

In the Netherland Possessions : ale, beer, wine, and o:U spirits or 
spirituons liquors, per litre, eight cents; cigars, snnJ!, or tobacco, 
in any shape, per kilogramme, ten cents; gnnpowder, per kilo­
gramme, ten cents; firearms of every description, eacb, sixty cents; 
on aU other goods of every kind, an ad valorem duty of three per 
ceht. on the invoice price. 

ARTICLE m. In order to prevent frauds in the importation of 
goods, tbe high contracting parties engage to empower the officers 
of their respective customs on tbe Gold Coast to require the masters 
of vessels to make declaration of tbe illLture, quantity, and value of 
any goods which tbey may be allowed to land. If tbe officers of 
customs shall be of opinion that the value so to be declared is in· 
snfficient, tbey shall be at liberty to take the goods on public 
~ccount, on paying to tbe importer the amonnt of his valuation, 
with the addition of 10 per cent. thereon, and returning any dnty 
which may have been already paid. 

A RTICLE IV. The tariff of customs duties specified in .Article 
n. sball be put into operation from and after a day to be agreed 
upon between the two Governments, and shall remain in force for a 
period of ten years; and further, nnti! the 'llxpiration of twelve 
montbs after either of tbe two contracting parties shall ha.e given 
notico to the other of its desire for II revision or termination thereof. 

ARTICLE Y. The tariff of cnstoms duties may be enforced or 
relaxed by the local authorities at their own discretion, or accord­
ing to the orders of their respective Governments in respect of 
articles imported for the use of those authorities, or for the 
personal use and consumption of officers in the actuo.! senice of 
the GO'l'ernment. 

ARTICLE \I. The mutual transfer of forts, possessions, and 
rights of so.creignty or jurisdiction, stipulated in .Article I. of the 
present conYention, is dependent npon and subject to the establish­
ment of the proposed tariff, and shall not take effect nnW the Go-
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vernment 01 each couutry shall have procure,: : ':le enactment of any 

laws or regulations necessary in order to estaulish that tariff for the 

term and under the conditions hereinbefore described, anJ shall 

have actua.Jly put tb same into operation. 
ARTICLE \TIT. ..lfter the transfer alluded to in the forego ing 

A rticle shall haTe been made, a map shall be dra= of the new 
boundary division accordiug to the terms of Article r. Two copies 
of the said map, duly attested by the Governments on either side, 
shall then be appended to this conveution for the purpose of show­
ing the boundary, which shall nndergo uo alteration, even should any 
of the villages mentioned at the end of Article r. be subsequently 

abandoned or the tariff be modified or withdrawn. 
ARTICLE VIII. The present convention, after receiving so far 

as may be necessary tbe approval of the legislative authority, sball 
be ratified, and tbe ratifications shall be exchanged at L ondon 
within a period of four montbs, or sooner if possible. 

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries bave sigued 
the same, and bave affixed thereto the seals of their arms. 

Done at L ondon, tbe fifth day of March, in the year of our L ord 
ODe thousand eight hundred and sixty seven. 

CARNARVON. 

STANLEY. 

B ENTINCK. 

C. J. M. NAGTGLAS. 

J . A. B. H ORTON, M.D., 
S taff Assistant-Surgeon 

Cape Coast Clllstle, 

May 16, 1870. 
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CIRCULAR INTRODUCTION. 

THE history of a country forms a part of the history 

of the world, and its publication is necessary for its 

preservation. Thus Cresar preserved his brilliant 

conquests over the Gauls in his Commentaries, and 

Cicero the glorious history of the Roman Republic 

in his voluminous writings. 

With the view of preserving in a continuous form 

the history of the Gold Coast for the last ten years, 

I have in a series of correspondence with the 

Right Ron. Edward Cardwell, D.C.L., Secretary 

of State for War, and Earl Granville, K.G., D:C.L., 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, given a full 

account of the political atmosphere of the Gold 

Coast a few years prior to and since the transfer of 

t erritory between the English and Dutch Govern­

ments, justifying the British Fantees under existing 

circumstances in refusing to acknowledge the Dutch 

flag, recounting the outrages at Commendah, the 

formation of the Fantee Confederation, the 

victorious attack on Elmina by the Fantee force, 

the inglorious campaign against the Ashantees 

under Major C<lchrane and Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Conran, the Accra native Confederation, the 

Awoonah W ar, the bombardment of Dixcove, the 

atrocious march of Atjiempon from A sinee through 

the Dutch territory into E lmina, the Dutch capital, 

and the means necesS3.ry for placing the country in 

a more satisfactory state. 

It is, perhilps, needless to state that it has cost 

me ahout two hundred and fifty pound~ for publish­

ing works on ,\V e~tern Africa, wmch I am proud to 

say have been, :md I hope will be of future benefit 

to the Coast. Considering with what little interest 

people in ciTIlized countries regard subj Gcts on 

Africa, works on Western Africa, unless written 

to attract the fancy or to excite wonder, b;- recording 

acts of heroic enterprise, like the gorilb hunting, 

&c., are a dead loss to the writer. 

I intend, therefore, to publish these communica­

tions for pri\'ate circulation only. I t is likely to cost 

from £30 to £40. As it is for the future benefit 

of a part of Wester:n Africa, I ask those who have 

the interest of the country at heart to subscribe 

something towards that expense. Several copies 

will be forwarded gratis to subscribers, and all 

subscriptions will be acknowledged in the work by 

AFRICANU S HORTON. 



LETTERS ON 'rHE POLITICAL CONDITIO:\ 

OF THE GOLD COAST. 

LETTER No. 1. * 

TO THE RIGHT IIO~. EDWARD CARDWELL, :EmR 

}IAJE ' TY'S SECRETARY OF STATE }' OR I\.ill. 

CAPE COA T CaSTLE, 

12th August, 1869. 

My DEAR SIR, 

In my work on the "West African 

Countries and People, British and N ative, with the 

Requirements'necessary for E stablishing that elf­

G(lYcn1ment recommended by the Committee of the 

BouRe of C0111mons in 1865, and a Vindication of 

the K egro Race," which I had the honour of per­

sonally presenting to you in July, 1 6 , I endea­

voured to point out, as succinctly as possible, in 

pages 2.\.6 to 250, how utterly one-sided wa.s the 

e:\chang'c of t erritory between the Dutch and E 

• Rep!)" (latc,l 11th Oct0h~r. nn,l rual'ke(l " Prj,-
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lish on the .Gold Coast, as repre. ented in the treaty 

signed by the plenipotenLiaries of both countrie on 

6th March, 1867, and ratified on 6th July, 186 7. 

And in that inten'iew I entered fully on the feelings 

of the people, especially those who had been tran -

ferred to the Dutch authorities, without their being 

consulted; how that, at the time, they declared 

that, being under B ritish protection, and not British 

subjects, they had a right to be heard on the 

subject; that most of the transferred subjects wouill 

not tolerate the Dutch r1.lle; and that troubles were 

looming in the distance, which could only be averted 

by great conciliation and courteou beh:tviour on 

the part of the Dutch (Jo,ernment to those "ho 

were to be transferred. 

As the political state of the Gold Ooast has been 

one of feverish excitement for the last two years, 

and as every month seems to bring fresh matters 

tending to agitate the public mind, I purpose to 

give you, in this and subsequent communications, 

as complete a statement as I can of the politic:'l.l 

condition of the Gold Coast since the exchange of 

territory between the English and Dutch Govern­

ments, which came into force on the 1st J anuary, 

1868, free from all official reticence; and I hope 
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that it will enable. you, who have shown so much 

good-will towards the proper government of the 

West A frican Settlements, to form a correct idea 

of our position, so that you _ may encourage and 

support any measure that will place the Gold Coast 

inhabitants in a more prosperous and peaceable 

state. 

In D ecember, 186 7, a few days before the actual 

transfer of territory took place, the A dministrator 

of Her Majesty's Forts and Settlements of the Gold 

Coast issued a proclamation, setting forth the con­

vention between the Dutch and E nglish Govern­

ments rel:1tive to the exchange of territory, and the 

boundary agreed to by the two respective Govern­

ments. At the same time a friendly letter was 

"'fitten to the kings and chiefs of the English Pro ­

tectorate who were about to be transferred, nolens 

volens, informing them that, in order to facilitate 

trade and ci-rilization, the hitherto Protectorate 

would. be abandoned, that they "Would be handed 

over to the Government of the King of the N ether­

lands, trusting at the same time that their relations 

with them would be as satisfactory as those they 

had hitherto maintained with Great Britain. 

The principal Dutch to,,'n to be transferred "as 
B 2 
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Dutch Accra; and accordingly, on the 3rd January, 

1868, His Excellency Major Blackhall, Governor­

General of the W est African Settl~ments, anived 

at British Accra, with the Administrator of the 

Gold Coast; on the 4th, the Dutch Governor, from 

St. George d'Elmina, anchored in the roads; and at 

four P.1L of the same day the Dutch flag was 

lowered in Fort Greeve CCBur, and the English flag 

hoisted in its stead, with much ceremony, and under 

double salutes from the English and Dutch hips of 

war and from the forts. All the Dutch towns, the 

most important of which are Appam, Cromantine, 

and Moree, sun endered to the British authorities 

without the slightest opposition. 

But a different tale must be told of the transfer 

of the most important district under Briti h protec­

tion to the Dutch rule. These people formed nearly 

one half of the whole population of the Gold Coast, 

who had always been true and loyal to Her 

Britannic Majesty's Governmeni, and who were 

determined, should the English Government refuse 

to concede to them their former protection, neve1' to 

become Dt~tch. They therefore drew up a humble 

petition ag~inst the tJansfer, praying that the 

British Government would not desert them. The 
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chiefs of the important districts of ,Vassaw and 

D enkera would not accept either the proclamation, 

treaty, or convention. The to'wns on the sea-coast 

were compelled to tolerate the Dutch rule, except 

the Commendahs. These people, forming a small 

Gut determined race of men, situated within a few 

miles of the town of Elmina, capital of the Dutch 

Gold Coast, refused peremptorily to have the 

English flag lowered and the Dutch £lag hoisted 

in its stead. This affront ,vas not by any means 

savoury to the Dutch, who immediately bombarded 

the tOWD, lanued 180 men from their man-of-"'ar, 

" Mctalen Krui~," set fire to the houses, destroyed 

the canoes, killed many of the inhabitants, and 

forced the rest to take refuge in the bush. 

The bOlllbardment of Commendah acted as an 

electric shock throughout the Protectorate; the ' 

subdued. resistance of all the Falltee chiefs now 

culminated in armed opposition; the whole of 

the Fantee race fiew to arms; all the kings and 

chief::; of the most important provinces of ,Yassaw, 

Dcnkora, Assin, F antee, GO~lmoor, AL·nfcl.'. 

Anumaboe, and. ,Yinnebah, repaired with the King 

of hllkcsim to their ancient rdigious cit\-. 

Mankts;:;im, where, after a COUl1L iJ of ' Yar. 
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(lt~c-!Llcd to resist by fire and sword the occupation 

by the Dutch of towns formerly under English 

protection. 

They employed a figurative saying to express the 

wrong they uffered from the British Gov-ernment 

by the transfer. Regarding that Gove;nmen t as 

their father and protector, and their diiferent 

tribes as the offspring of that Government, they 

maintained that the father had no right to make 

(enslave) them over to another master; and as they 

were brought up from their youth under the British 

fhg, they were determined not to have themselves 

handed over to the Dutch authorities. 

The inhabitants of Dixcove and British Ahanta., 

being under the guns of Dixcove Fort, were 

obliged to submit for a time to their t:\,te, as they 

were unable to make any open resistance to the 

Dutch rule; but the people of Was"a,w and 

Denkera, which are situate in the interior, entirely 

refused to become Dutch. Appolonia, ,,-hich 

consists of two districts-viz., Attawaboe and 

Bainyee, governed by separate kings, formerly 

under British protection, were divided; the 

Bainyeans refused to accept the Dutch flag, 

and the chief town on the l:>ea-coast was COIlse-
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quently bODlbarded; and the natives retired to the 

oush towns. They sep.t to the :English Governor 

at Cape Coast, whom they had aI-ways recognized 

as their chief, for munitions of war to fight against 

'the Dutch, and, baing refused, they applied to the 

F antee chiefs, who 'supplied them with powder 

and lead bar, and several ounces of gold dust. 

The Attawaboes, being near to the Dutch settle­

ment of Oxeim, quietly accepted their flag. 

Thus it is that the transfer of territory, which 

the British Governplent thought would have .led to 

the peace and quietude of the Gold Coast Settle­

ment, placed it, from the very commencement, in 

a state of internal commotion worse than it ever 

had been in before. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient ervant, 

J. A. B. HORTO I, M.D. 
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LETTER No. 1I.* 

TO 'rUE RIGHT HOX. EDW..1.RD C_\'RDIIELL, HEI{ 

}1AJESTY'S SECRET..1.RY OF S'l'A.'rE FOR W A.R. 

C.iPE CO.l.ST CASTLE, 

l:2 th .;plemuer, 186a. 

JYI Y DEAR SIR, 

Although the F antees arc akin to 

the Elminas under Dutch rule by consanguinity 

and by right of nationality-the language of th~ 

latter being only a kind of provincwJism of the 

former-the F a,ntees have, from time imillemorial, 

regarded them as trea'cherous and not to be de­

pended on; consequently there has always been a 

degree of coldness between the nations. 

The F antees form a compact race, extcnJing 

from Wassaw to Winnebah, and include many mOtit 

important districts in that tract of land to which 

political as well as descriptive writers have uppliell 

the noma- Protectecl Ten'ito!'!! of the Gold C'ua:;t ; 

whilst the Elminas, or eyen the Dutch, own an 

extent of country in all scarcely as large as the 

province of "\Vassaw . 

.. R eplies, dated 25th ::-Iovember, from Mr. Cardwell (private) and 

from Ea.rl Granville. 



LETTER~ O~ TIlE GOLD COAST. 25 

The Dutch Government on the Gold Coast is an 

ally t the K ing of Ashantee- a powerful Mrican 

potentate, situated behind the F antee territory, and 

who has always been the implacable enemy of the 

Fantees. I n years :rone by this warlike nation 

commenced a war of extermination of the whole 

of that race. Their skilful generals and warlike 

horde,> poured like a swarm of bees from the ya.~olis 

province:; of _-1..shan ·, '. (Asantl) into every district of 

Falltee, paralyzed their eHoris towarJ5 united 

action, and produced ala1111 and consternation 

wherever they went. In a few IJltched battles, 

where, uner several stubborn engagements, ending 

sOllletillles in doubtful rel:)ults, the Ashantees ulti ­

mately became victorions, mal' - r,f the Fante!.; ' 

were laid I,ors de L'ull,bcd, their lwmes were deso­

bteu, their women ami childre", and those lllen 

II ho had e;,caped the awful guillvtine or the slug~, 

wcre carried away captives and sold as sla\cs. 

In f.td, they innriably signalized their triumph 

over the F antees by the most sanguinary sacrifice of 

hecatombs of captives. 

The lLhantees, animated hy the most feroci, " 

~rilit, would haye carried, unchecked, this work 

of extermination to its fullet:>t extent. had not a 



26 LETTERS O~ TIlE GOLD COAST. 

stronger and a more vn.liant arm a,ppeared III tile 

field of battle; and, by the aid of · the Congreve 

rockets, which fell with bloody effect amidst their 

ranks, a halt was put to their victorious march; and 

the massacre of Doodoowah by English cannonadillg 

sent them fiying, helter-skelter, again to their 

homes; and, by the peace then concluded, the lanel 

had rest for several years. 

It must, therefore; be conceded that the Fantees, 

not being British subjects, were perfectly justified in 

"efusing to recognize a treaty or convention which 

w()uld give to their enemy so much power over them. 

J or the fonner military roads of the A shantee m 

the western district of Fantee were situated in 

Denkera and vVassaw; but since those provinces 

threw aside their allegiance to Ashantee and became 

BritishJ or rather submitted themselves to be under 

British protection, these roads had been closed 

agaiflst them. The King of Ashantee was ready, 

even anxiously waiting, the bidding of the Dutch 

Governor, to send down his military force to his 

assistance, so as to commence again their .long­

cherished and favourite (( war-whoop" on Fantee; 

and, as these last lliL 1 been distinctly informed that 

their former (,"" 't(:,t,'r-the British GOI'ernment-
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would have nothing to do with their wars, they 

conside~ed it their place to Jisown any arrange­

ment made between the E nglIsh and Dutch Go­

vernmel1ts that would place their whole race in 

j eopardy, and prostrate it before Ashantee, N o 

sooner, therefore, had the F antee Kings found that 

the treaty or convention was a Ji.~:t accompli, than 

they, in solemn conclave, en tered into alliance, 

offensive and dden -ive, with the Kings of Den­

kera and W assaw to oppose the D ut<; h rule, and to 

form a confederation amongst themselves for mut lal 

support, 

T1" con.vention was also objectionable to the 

inhabitants principally of Cape Coast, because 

Illost of their important villages and plantations 

were transferred to the Dutch rule along with 

other places, such as nIamfoon, F ootoo, Esiacheu, 

-\ c" 0 that they would be obliged to submit to 

Dutch imposts whilst resident at Cape Coast. 

This convention brought to life a most import81it 

I:ombination 0,. the Gold Coast, wl..oh is but the 

commencement of an independent self-government or 

conflJdcration of all the proyinces in the form er Pro­

tectorate. I n the House of Commons Committee 

of 1 "6.5, the third resoluuc n emphatically statt:J that 
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the policy of the Government on the W est African 

Settlements should now be to encourage in the 

natives the exercise of those qualities whic~ may 

render it possible for that Government more and 

more to transfer to the natives the administration 

of all the governments, except perha,ps one. But, 

from the steps taken on the Coa t by some officials 

in high places in respect to progressive development 

of natives, as well as from the treatment receiyed 

by native chiefs, especially on the Gold Coast, 

diametrically opposed to the spirit and lettcr of 

that resolution, eyery one on the. Coast begin to 

doubt the sincerity of the statement, and to consider 

it as a myth and a delusion, which, consequently, de­

serves to be placed in the same limbo as many other 

good proposals about ·Mrica once- rampant but now 

entirely defunct. And I, myself, Sir, should h~we 

been carried away by the popular belief, had I not 

become acquainted with the contents of a recent 

dispatch of Earl Granville, the present libera'! Secre­

retary of State for the Colonies, to his Excellency 

the Governor-General of the W est African Settle­

meuts, wherein he recommended that the natives 

should, a,' much as possible, be brought to know the 

in tricacies of the civil government of the Coast, with 
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the ultimate view of placing them III responsible 

governmental position. 

The Fantee Confederation sprang into existence 

soon after the promulgation of the treaty and actual , 

transfer of territory between the Dutch and E nglish 

rule on the Gold Coast. Ii is composed of all the 

Kings of F antee who had, up to J anuary 1, 1868, 

been under the British flag. The object, as has 

been detailed to me, is couched in two bri~f but 

pregnant phrases-viz.: 1st, To advance the interest 

of the whole of the Fantee nation; and, 2ndly, to 

combine for offence and defence in time of war. 

At present this Confederation is in an embryonic 

state, without any code of law which a civilized go- . 

vernment might .consider as binding, or necessary" 

fOT th e proper working of the Confederation; the 

people are, as it were, feeling their way c.<Lutiously 

in the mystic labyrinth of constitutional self-govern­

ment. 

The King of Abrah, or Abacrampa, who from 

time immemorial has been regarded as the leader of 

the Fantee nation, without whose first move into 

the :field the inhabitants would not leave their 

homes. feels jealous that King Edoo, of Mankessim, 

should now arrogate to himself the leadership of t he 
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Confederation, and would not recognize him as 

such; so that there i~ at present a slight coldness 

between the two potentates. Thel'e is, therefore, 

no real president to the Confederation; but a chief 

magistrate, who is also the t.reasurer, and a secre­

tary have been appointed, both chosen from the 

intelligent and educated portion of the population, 

and of known character and iufluence. 

Ever since the Ash~tee expedition of 1864, 

which ended in results not by any means praise-­

worthy" to the protecting power, the natives of this 

Coast have been repeatedly told that they must 

defend their own firesides, and that the British Go­

vernment · would give them no assistance in case 

they were to oe attacked in the interior, except, 

perhaps, by supplying them with munitions of war. 

The appeal to all the inhabitants to unite in fOfming 

a self-government, and the neces ity for making 

such appeal, is most graphically described in the 

following acidress to the Fantee nation, written by 

one of them : "On the 18th July of the current 

year, after certain correspondence had pas ed be­

tween them, his Excellency the Administrator, H. 

T. U ssher, addressed a letter to the p~eside~ts and 

other chiefs of F antee, at Mankessim, in which, after 
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cen. uring the conduct of the said presidents and 

chiefs, and after going il;tto various circumstances 

connected with the Elmina war, his Excellency pro- ' 

ceed to state, ( Your conduct has been such that I 

cun no longer have any relation with-you;' and (as 

you voluntarily throw off your allegiance, you must 

not be surprised that. r accept your act, and treat 

you, until you come to your senses, as apart from 

Great Britain;' further, that (in case of war with 

the Ashantees, as you will have provoked it, you 

will bear the hrunt thereof without help from Go-

vernment.' uch being the facts, the Ashantees 

La\-1ng already in vaded the territories of our fri ends 

and allies (the Wassaws and Denkeras), the British 

.o..-ernment having disowned us, and informed us 

that \ve are not to expect any assistance from it in 

c[t,e of an AbllanttJe invasion--our wisest and safest 

policy lies in our adopting, without delay, some 

measures for our self-government, and our self­

defence." 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient ervant, 

J . A. B. HORTON, :M.D. 
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LETTER No. III. "* 

TO THE RIGHT HON. EDWARD CARDWELL, HER 

MAJESTY'S SECRETARY OF STATE FOR "WAR. 

CAPE COAST CASTL~ 

12th October, 1869. 

My DEAR 8IR, 

H itherto I have considered the impor­

tant combination which has been formed bet\,een 

the various kings of F antee, who occupy the "estern 

district of the Gold Coast; but the ea tern district, 

composed entirely of a different nationality, and 

separated from Fantee by a natural boundary, took 

no part whatever in this combination. Unlike the 

kings in the interior of the western d' stricts, the 

kin~s in the interi.)r of the eastern district haye 

from time immemorial regarded the principal king on '". 

the sea-coast town as their head, so that any commalHl 

or order issued by him receives immediate obedience. 

Circumstances "hich have sprung up since the un­

settled state 'of the country have compelled the 

educated natives, in conjunction with the kings on 

the sea coast- viz., of J ames TOWil, Old Dutcll 

• Reply, dated 2nd December, from E arl Granville. 
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A ccra, and Christiansborg- to form a close political 

combination, whose first obj ect is to bring to a 

speedy termination the wars and disturbances whi(;h 

Ln;ve nearly ruined Accra. T t was stipulated at a 

general meeting held on the evening of the 13th 

August la~t, by the educated natiye , which was joy­

fully assented to by the kings and chiefs- a That, 

considering the immense stake the educated natives 

hold in the country, and the interest they therefore 

la,e in the preservation of peace and order therein; 

and considering further that the kings themselves 

have acknowledged their utter want of power to 

grapple with the political condition of the country, 

Resol'l:cd-That in future it shall not be competent 

for the kings of themselves to moot any question 

affecting the object set forth above, either by them­

selycs personally or by communication with the 

Government, without first consulting with the body 

of educated natives and receiving their consent." 

A managing ')ommittee, consisting of six gen­

tlemen of education, wa appointed, having W. 

Lutterodt, Esq., as the pre.;;ident, to act in con­

.iul1ctioll with the killgs in conducting the atiair" of 

the countr~' generall:·. The,- haye 'ub"cribed hand 

>"onwly to\yards buying munitions of war, anJ h:rn· 
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, -:.ldf:rcct Yery wbie;:;Ollle sn~'ge, tions to the ofl:icer 

111 civil cOillmand n:' tlit} di uict 'with reference to 

'1 i't::,eut political cri.;i" of' the country. {f 

~ The followinl! is a !ptter audre8sed b.~ ~Ir .. Jame~ Bannerman 

Lo rue relative to the forru:ttion of the Acc!'a :\atll e Coufe,leration:-

" Cape Coa~t, Sept. 21, 1869 . 
.. l[y DEA.R DOCTOR. 

c'Refe!'l'ing to our conrer ation of the Mher evening 

relat.i.e to the present political asred of ai'Ll' r~ in the eastern 

di<tricts of the Gold Co~st p;en~rttl!y, htlt Accra in p:1rticllhl r, I 
rei,,;~e to ha.e it in my po<rer to iuiorm YOIl that the political con­

diticn of "'cccra pos;e.<se nOIV, although ouly in the germ, I may 

say. such elemeuts of gooll, tbt. properly and ~incerely fosteretl by 

tbe e,luc·lte.l O"tivc.s, will. I feel sUI·e. e,eotnally be ' the source of 

[ -ling allnlOtage to om part of tbe conn try. There bas .ery 

"ecently been f'Jrmecl a close political combiuatioo i.J"tween the 

.'ol)·;"e 1 oati.,,, of ..i"cra ,10,1 tbe kings o~ Jamesto,m;olJ. Dutch 

; c'.:ra ..... n\l ChristiansLvrg l tb0se thrpe dliefs repre~entiog the trihes 
inhabilUlg the sea-board and the interior of the e ,tern uistri<:ls. 

"hicb combinatioo, furmed on a firm nnu ~pparently dumble ba~is. 

appears to me to he tbe !term of that form oi go\"crDlllent (Re­

publican) 'll"uich you ba\"e ad vocatetl in yom boc.k ou 11 estern 

.Urica. I will enJeavour to e"plain as concisely a~ po"i1)lc, Jlln 

;mperfectly, how thi. new. imp"rtant move, origin:1tell. aod hy what 

mean, it was :1ccompliohed. The result of the A"oonah expellitiun 

in 1tiGo forcibly proved to Lhe euueate.] nati,es of .'cCf'nl that uutler 

similar circumstances in the future, if they shou].l not he prep,u'e<1 

aud det(;rmineu to rely on tbeir own resources, it "as impossible 

that they e.,u],] hope to meet with succe.s in aoy future expeditions 

thpy'!bigut undertake. It is true that for the A "oonah espefjition 

C,)10uel Conran distribnteJ to Kings Cogoe and Dowoooah 1,211" 

Jlluskets for the use of 8.000 men, "itil :1 Dumber of keg of hall 

cartriuge. the u,e of wuicil th@y J,u not properly Ilnurr,tand, and 
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Let us now turn to the western, or F antee dis­

trict, and we shall find that soon a,fter the bombard­

ment of Commendah by the Dutch man-of-\var, tIll) 

the European and native raders also subscribed to a fund for the 

chiefs to purcha,e ammLlnition (the chiefs being rcally without the 

lUean, to lIo any thin;; fnr themselrc8); but tbi; assisLQ,nCe in muni­

t iou, !if war was Ulliluutely fonnel to be ridiculously inadequate for 

l'al'rying out au expedition of that kind as had been planued by Col. 

Conran; aud it was only got through tile !Juule personal eff0rts of 

poor In"inc, ,,"ho, at great iucoD,enieuce and personal 10". ulti­

lUatdy procured ulficirnt powder and leall for the chiefs, lL is trne 

(lie European and native traders also subscribed to the fund for 

purcllasing t1Jis amUluniliou, but it was in tile propOl' tion of 101, to 

:iII 1', In'ine's 401, I ny, t,llen, this incident in the expedition fully 

showed us educateu natives tllat the time had comc when it was 

illlpernti,ely incumbent on us to rely ou ourselves, and oursel,es 

alone, under fllt ure .iwilar circumstances, as it was not likely thal 

,re should always poosess European fricmls of the sume calibre as 

:Ill', lnine, who hUll so thoroughly identified himself with the rcal 

mtel'c.ts of the count ry: nor ought we expect from tbe local 

p;Orel'lllU~nt more thull a little substantial aid at a timc, Ou our 

rrturn froIU the experiitiun, therefore, the question was mooted 

nwou!i,t us wLetber >owe meuus sbould oot be devised among:<t the 

edncate.1 nati>es alone !o guard ollrsel,cs ut;ainst iuture ,iwilar 

cmel'gencies, Iu mentioning. however, one day, in con>ersation witb 

tho I"te :Il,' Irrine, onr iotl'utlon in reference to this mO"~lLI ellt, my 

frien'] appearcli nUll eXl'rcs'ell Lilll,clJ really so hurt at the very 

i,]"o of being Sf' ""'1 from any iutm'e opport nnity oi joilling the 

nntiw, in matter, alIectiu~ tile country" Lose real iutel'ests he bad 

alIYn)'s ~odea,oured faitufully to ad ,a Dee, tha! it "a delerll.1in;u to 

Iry othpr modes of pf(lceerling, ::Ill'. 1rrio.·, lamented deutJl 

relDo"cd the ouly ob,tade for \'Ilr c01Tyin: lOU! anI' P"vl',,'cd pI. II 

of combinatiun among,! ourselves, Since the expedition t" 

- " , -
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Commen,bh" caught and kill<:'ll a llltti,e (If Elmlllit, a 

Dutch FatH-ee, and sent his j<1.w-bone co the Fa.ntee 

kings, who were then a. embled at .\Iankessim for 

Awoonah other important consideracions have tended to streng-then 

the determin!1tion formed by the educated nuti,es to put their 

shonlders to the wheel for the public good. The most important l)f 

these considerations is the patent and adwitteu fact of the inability 

(from sheel' want or means, in men or woney) of th~ chiefs to 

exercise the same kind 0. :5ol-ernment o,er their people 011 the se~ ­

board as th~Jr wore wealtby brethren of the western "i,rrict of th 

Gold Coaot. (I say as regards controllinp: their snbjects on tbe 

,c:t-coa.~t; a far as tbe chiefs in tile interior are concerned, the 

(,biefs of Accra, hy comi)ined action in council in all matters affecting 

tbe whole eastern districts, can issne comrnantls through Kin~ 

T ackee to, and tho;;e orders are obeyed by, tbe other chiefs in tile 

\ interior.) Tbe kings of Accra, n.nlike the -Fanteeg, ba,e very few, 

if any, personal followers, and next to nothiDQ' of-wltat is equ:tl to 

any amount of sla,es- the sinew~ of war. The eli'lCltted nativcs 

alone cnn aid the kings with followers in times of w .. r, the mell or 

. laves whow they possess having descended to them from tueir 

lathers, v;-ho purchased, or rather redeemed, their (the people's) 

ancestors when about to be shipped off the coa t in the ancient dark 

dILys of tbe slave-tmde. These men have proved nnder tbeir 

lUatlters of some service· to the Government on .arions occasions in 

times past, from 1822 to 1863. I merely mention this in oruer to 

point ont to yon plainly the ruling canses whicb have inflnenced ns, 

at tbis junctnre of political affairs, to presnme to differ so (Ua­

metrically in opinion from that which seems to have been formed 
and adhered to by bis Excellency tbe .Acting administrato r. wbo 

thinks the kings quite capable of taking matters entirely into their 

own hands whether in peace or in war. In :}(arch last, when the 

alliance between the aqnamboes and ashantees assnmed a threaten­

ing aspect toward;; the eastern districts, and hostilities had actnally 
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ole-mn deliberation on the events that had takep. 

place. Till organ was forwarded as a symbol t4>lt 
they bad commenced hostilities against ~he Dut4k 

CQOlmenCeu betl,een these tWQ tribes ami the Krepees, whQ a-.~ 

closely allied tQ the Accras, Mr. SimpsQn visited Accra fQr tl~ 

pltrPQ,e Qf urging the kings tQ make a mQve tQwards tbe seat of 

wur, ami fer that purpQse he required them tQ furnish 2,000 IDeo. 

"ith a captuin in cQrnmo.nu, tQ hasten tQ the assistance Qf the Akim 

thief Domprey, who, heauing the Krepees, was figllting single-

• bunded and gallantly resisting the combined forces Qf Ashantee, 

.l.quamboc. aod AWQQnah; his Excellency prQmising tQ supply 

them with ammunitiQn as SQon as they commenced to mQve. The 

king" readily, Qf cQurse, cQnsented tQ dQ what the GQvernor re­

qnirccl, anu engageu tQ send fQrward the 2,000 men in tWQ week6. 

His Excellency then, much satisfied with this promise, and beliel'iq;, 

in tbe auility Qf the kings tQ perform it, gave them an Qrder Qll ,t.ll ~ 

public ciJest fQr 1001. in ,' "uer tQ-prepare the prQPQsed expedit~' . 

Tbeir majesties receiveLl , le ca~h frQm the commllndant, and qui~tly 

sbareu it amongst themsel,es. A few weeks afterwards Lutterodt, 

l 'lelunLI. myself, nnd others Qf the euucated natives, IVbo were quietly 

"ntchinr; the cqur;e of e,ents, one day met Kings Tackee llnd 

Co~oe, "oil askeu ti,e,", l\"uen th~ir cQntingent Qf 2,000 men would 

IlILlI-e to the sent of war 1 They replied, >cry sheepishly, that they 

did out know, anu tbey thought they WQuid ultimately have tQ seek 
n"btnoce irQIlI us. ~atters remained in this unsa.tisfactQry state 

ulttil th~ meluudlOly death Qf PQQr Irvine Qccurretl, ll11d then was 

IlI'ouset! again in g l'eater force than ever tbe feelings un.tUngst tbe 

ellncutcd Jlutl'es that sOllletltillg must be done an.ollflst ourset",*, to 
",;ist the ciJiefs in restQring oruer to the cQnntry !;iy finding means 

to check the invasion Qf the territory by the AsiJantee. :Mr. 

Sim p,on, nfter sever,,1 futile attempts tQ persuade the kings to 

keep their promise Qf moving 2.000 men tQ the seat Qf war tQ aS'i"t 

Dompn'y, gure up tbe thankless task in disgust and despair. TIud 
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A council of war was immediat ely assembled, 

consisting of the following kings, with their chiefs 

and their· principal men-viz., Edoo of :M:a~1kessim, 

:'IIr. Simpson taken the tronble to consult one edncated native of 

reYpectability in this matter, he would have saved himself much 

trouble and ridicule,and the Government some expeuse. On tLe 

12th August Mr. W illiam Lutterodt, residing at old Dutch Accra, 
the acknowledged head of tlre educated natives of Accra, imited to 

a meeting at his h!lnse all the educated natives, numbering about 

sixty respectable persons, to hear what the kings had decideu on . 

doing in respect of the prosecution of the war. X oth ing whate,er 

resnlted from this meeting as regards the intentions held by the 

kings, who plainly declared they were powerless without us. llU­
mecliately after the meetiug broke up. invitations we~e issued to 

thirty of the principal educa,ted nati,es to meet at my house on the 

following evening (the 13th), and accordingly on the evening of the 

1:3th we met together (:'Ilr. Bartels hadng been requested to be 
present). I cannot now give you in detail all tlmt occnrreu; 

suffice it to say that, after the attention of the meeting had been 

forcibly drawn by seven or eight prominent speakers to the present 

deplorable st.,.te of the country, the inability of tlJe Government to 
, do more thim give a little pecuniary aid alone nnuer the circum­

~tances, and tbe acknowledged utter inability of the kings to do all.~­

t/,il1g unaidec1uy us, it was, after. a furtber short disc ussion amongst 

the other persons at the meeting, ulJuoimously resolved that an 
association of the educated natives sboulU at once be formed for 

the following purposes: That, consideriug tbe immense stake the 

e(luca ted natives hold in the country. and the interp.st they therefore 
h,\\'e in the preservation of peace and order therein, and considering 

further tbat the kings themselves have acknowledged their utter 

. want of power to compass tbe objects for which this meeting has 

been con.ened, that in future it sball not be competent to the kings 

of themseh·es to moot any questions affecting the objects set forth 
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Otoo of Abrah, Akinney of Akumfie, Autable of 

Goomoor, Ammonoo of Anamaboe, and Meekor of 

A jimakoo, besides other kings of lesser note. E ach 

abo,"e, either by themselves or by communication with the Govern­

ment, without first consulting with the body of educated natives and 

recei,ing tbeir cousent. Tbis is the pith and substance of the reso­

lution arrived at on the evening of the 13th August. Before the 

meeting, however, broke up, six of t.he educated natives pr~sent were 

elected by the meeting to act as a managing committee in the affairs 

of the country generally in conjnnction with the kings, and this 

committee was requested to draw up certain rules for the guidance 

of themselves and tbe kings, no affairs of general interest, however, 

LO be discussed or carried out witbont tbe presence or tbe consenL 

of the wbole body of educated natives. This committee is composed 

of W. L utterodt (president), L . Hope, Geo. Cleland, J . E. Richter, 

W. Audor, and myself. On tbe 14tb August the committee met tbe . 

kings of Accra, and bid before tbem tbe resolntion which had beeu 

arrived at at tbe meeting tbe previous evening. The kings at ouce 

joyfully consented to the propositions laid before them, and promised 

faithfully for tbe future to act in all matters, whetber in peace or for 

foreigu wa.r, in conjl1ne tion and barmony with the educated natives. 

nou to be guided alone by tbeir advice througb their presid~ot. 

I wmediately after this the committee communicated to Captain 

]{ Dssell, tbe late Commandant of Accra, the results of tbe recent 

weuling; aud at asub~equen ~ int erview wilh him, at his requcst, tLl1t 

lIllie"r bearu witb considerable attentiou several snggestions offered 

by lhe committee in reference to tbe present political crisis of the 

",,,,tern district. Captain Russell, while perfectly coincirung with 

the opinion expressed by the committee, regretteu his inability to 

1I0 anything for them, his term of office baving that ,lay expired, 

but h~ promi.cd to mnke known our suggestion to his succe;sor, 

Cnptain Lees, who, he had DO douht. would forward them to tbe 
pl'oper q oarll'r, auJ ite woulJ recommend bim to do ~o. At:t 
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one took their great or feti"h oath that they would 

stand or f,t11 by the tribes who had been recently 

tmnsfeued, .tight their battles. aWl resist. step by 

step any encroachment· of the Dutch . And they 

agreed that preparations should be made to face 

the Dutch in their own territory, and attempt, if 

possible, to drive them into the sea, and hand o,er 

the Dutch territory to the English Government. 

Their war-cry was that the Dutch F antee should 

be conquered, and be made 'mCljestem populi Anglici 

comiter conseTUanto- i.e., loyally to acknowledge the 

supremacy of the English people. 

subsequent date, at the reqnest of Captain L ees, the committee and 

the kings met Captain L ees, who also expressed his conCllrrence in 
our views generally, but also expressell his inabili ' y to u,-i>t us 

nnauthorized oy the Governor, but he gave us his earnest assurance 

of all the aid be could possibly afford us. Thus has been at last 

formed this important combination, which necessarily is at present 
circumscribed in its objects and actions, which appear now to be to 
bring to a speedy close the wars and disturbance ; which hUl'c well 
ni~h brought Accra to ruin. and for this purpose the eolue,l ted 
natives have subscribed out of their own pockets 300t. for ammuni­

tion for the chiefs j and it is to be hoped that the Government and 
the European merchants will not be left at a distance by the educated 
natives in this public subscription for the benefit of the whole com­

mWlity. So soon as success shall h", e c~owned the efforts now 

being made to bring this war t o a speeuy issue, it will be the duty 
of the managing committee to turn their efforts earnestly to the 
improvement of their country in the arts of peace and cirilization, 
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A few days after the atrocious conduct of the 

Corumen'dahs, the Elruinas, by "lYay of retaliation, 

fell unexpectedly on two families, to the uumber of 

twelve persons, who had for years resided in one of 

their villages as peaceful farmers, mortally wounded 

some of them, and marched the rest as prisoner 

through the town of Elruina, where they were 

rpscned by the Dutch authoriti es. The report of 

tL.e~ ,wdacious procepdings produced consternation 

in tLe ranks of the Fantee ki ngs. Otoo of AbraJl, the 

vanguard of the Fantee army, was ordered to march 

immediately to Effatoo with his men, where he was 

nlHI J doubt not t.h:1t, with God ~ help, we shall soon learn practi­

cally the art of ,rlf-go'erlllnent. Thi~ ,ery imperfect sketch, my 

de,II' Doctor, will give you but II very Ii!rbt ioklin !! of the aims and 

objects of our ne" but ilDl'ortnnt movement. I see in the flltllre as 
the resnlt of this cOlllhination the "fonndation of a good, usefnl, 

lIat i"e ,elf-go,ernmeut, prolituble both to the English G o,eroment 

allol the natil'e population: " for the kings left to thelDsch'cs "the 

,,,hole fnbric of their Gowrnment, H'tten at the base. lw8 fallen 

to thl' ground:' A nel\' ,.;'yim" lw .• been established. which, sup· 

pon"" (not pooh-poobeu) uy tbe Govemment, witi in time athin 

ine,timable result,. 

YOUl'S faithfully, my dear Doctor, 

J. Il.l.KNER)IAN. 
Dr, Horton, Y 11. 

1'.8.-The A 1\ uonahs, who signed the trenty "ith ir Arthur 

Kellueuy, aud tbe Aquamboes, who all signed the same treaty "jtb 

)lr. l'iIul',on, are no" ut opeu war \lith t1w allies of the Accras. 
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oon joined by Quachifrarue, King of D enkeTa. The 

combined forces now m~vel ~-; t~ Sell1ue, and \y re 

there joined by King Edoo and hi followers. All 

the different kings now rapidly aniyed in camp, and 

took their dispo ition around Elrnina. 

VVhilst these movements were going on in the lU­

terior, the Administrator of the Gold Coast i,sued 

a proclamation suspending indefinitely the sale of 

powder, lead bars, guns, fire-arm, and. all other 

arms and munitions of , war, from the Sweet Riyer 

to the River Volta; and making parties infringing 

the same liable to heavy penaltie , ill addition to 

the confiscation and seizure of the goods so old, 

:"11e inhabitant of Cape Coast and district were 

\Iarned against meddling with the interioJ' distm\­

.• be" . ".nd were impre.secl with the neceasity ot 

remaining perfectly neutral. 

On the 28th Febru~ry, 18G8, the Administrat"r, 

H. T. U s8her, Esq., ~Tote to King Amfoo Otoo of 

Abrah, informing him that it had come to hi::; 

knowledge t.hat he, in commoll with the Fantee 

chiefs, had dispatched a large force uf a)'Jl)eu men 

to attack the Dutch at OO11l111endab, and to aid the 

rebellious people of that place, reque. ting to know 

the truth of the intelligence, and abo warning thew 
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not to compel him to use extreme measures against 

them, who are dependents of England. 

King Otoo, in reply to the Administrator' 

letter, acknowledged the truth of the report, but 

alleged as an excuse that the Elmina people, who are 

nnuer the Dutch flag, had sent three companies to 

as,;ist the Dutch Government to destroy the Com­

rnendaho;. The kings stated that it was beyond their 

cOluprehension how the people of ommendah, 

,,·ho are not slaves of either Government, could be 

bartered off in the transfer, and, when they refuse 

to go under the Dutch flag, their town should be 

bombarded, and the people sent adrift into the forest. 

The kings, whilst aCKnowledging their loyalty to 

the British Government, quietly reminded the 

Admini<;trator that the land on which the neglected 

riyol' fort of COUllllclldah now stands is the property 

of the people, and that they received ground-rent 

fur it wh~n the African Company governed this 

cuast. 

\'\hilst negotiations were going on between the 

Allmini~trator and the Fantee kings, and whilst the 

Fantee arm d forces ''"ere increasing around Elmina, 

r..:ports of musketry were heard by t,he Cape Coa"t 

[lcoplo in tho interior on the Jtb April, ] b6~. It 
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appear that the Elmina~ . to the numbe:r of some 

.'j0t) arnied men (report says 2,000), taking ad\antage 

of the unprotected condition of the left of the Fan­

tee force, suddenly attacked a village belonging to 

Cape Coast containing from 150 to :200 inhabitants, 

killed four of them and made prisoners of (l, fe,,', and 

the rest escaped unllUrt. Th is was a signal for tb e 

inhabitants of Cape Coast, who, being under the guns 

of the Castle and of Fort ,Yilliam, were hesitating 

(after receiving positive orders from the Adminis­

trator not to join the chiefs in the interior) what 

steps they should take. They now flew to arms <,nd 

marched into the field, amid:;t the hurrahs of their 

women and children, with their" Headm"n " Attah 

as their leader, despite the remonstrance of the 

chief of the Executive Government. 

Foiled in his attempt of preventing the Cape 

Coast people from joining the Fantee army en­

camped near Elroina., the Administrator isslled a 

proclamation wherein he accused Chief Qua!:>sie 

Attah of a breach of his oath <i f allegiance, in COll­

sequence of which he was . to be con:;idered as "an 

outlaw, and deprived of his office and dignity," hi::; 

property forfeited and confiscated to the Crown. It 

was further deqreed- which decree was carried out to 
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the Jetter-that the bouse of Quassie Attah should 

be pulled down and LlemolisheJ, as a warning to all 

:;edi tion:'; people "t Cape Co"..,t. 

Vbilst the,,, proe!' ~dings "-,,:re going on at 

Cape Coast, the forces of that phce had arrived at 

AIJinah, the vi.lla~e which the Elminas had attaeke .. l 

allrl burnt; they immediately arivan!'ed, openeu fire 

" ~1111 drove back the Elmin1l.s. The Fanr,ee forct:' 

had now il.m' :lted to 1.5,000 fighting llien (reptlrt 

",tys :30,000), an,l were thus dispocled aroLlwl 

Ellllina :-

On the left, at the village of Ahinah-the force' 

of Cape Coast, great and ~man C l.llantme, Moree 

(1ately transferred from the Dutch to the Engli h), 

alla a portion 0f Goollioor. 

On the centl'c, encil.mped at F I.mpooll, were the 

forces of Abrah, . \jimacoo, Ayen, " ld .Mankesbim. 

Un the "'f/ht were the forces of Denkera, 

A namil.boe. Akumfie, and Cheefall. The Com­

mendahs were <;tatloned on the es:treme right. 

Wbilst the F antee army was thus di posing itself 

in prepal"l1 [iou for an ilttack, the Admini,trator 

JispatC'beJ } I r. 1. B. Freemn,n to the camp to 

endeavour to prevent the ho tile intention of the 

kings ,In,l chiefs, a.nd if pos ible hring about ami-
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cable arrangements between the Fantees and the 

Dutch; but his ejf.llis were unsucce sful at first. A 

council of war was assembled on Saturday, the 23rd 

May, to determine the time and mode of attack. It 

was agreed that on Thursday following, early in the 

morning, the Commendahs on the extreme right 

should commence the fight, and a general attack 

should be made on the lines of the Elrn.inas, the 

left to force in their right, and the centre to decide 

the [,lte of the day. This decision was to be kept 

as private as possible. 

But the Elminas 'were amongst those to "horn, 

in the language of the Grecian bards, "the gods are 

willing to reveal themselves." 

There was a spy unrecognized in th camp 111 

the person of a Fantee by birth, but who had 

resided for many years and found intimate COll ­

nerions in Elmina. He communicated the decision 

to the Elmina chiefs, who, "ith the DutcL regular 

troops, made a vigorous attack on the right of the 

Fantee forces early on Tuesday morning, the 2Gth 

YJ,y. The Cape Coast force, although t~ken by 

surprise, met them resolutely, and drove them back. 

The Elminas having now commenced the fight, 
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whilst the left of the Fantee force was continuing 

the en~agell1ent, the cdltre, consisting of A yen, a 

part of Abrah, and Mankessiro, advanced and 

attacked the centre of the KtO.inn, force; at the 

same time the Anamaboes and others on the right 

pressed tlwm hard on the left. A general engage­

ment ensued, the Elruinas and Dutch troops were 

drjvell in on all sides into the town. The victorious 

arlllY pursued them rapidly to the out kirts of 

the town, when a murderous fire was opened by 

the hea,:, ordnance of the 'Dutch from Fort St . 

. J ago, which staggered them for a woment. The 

Dutch camps were set on fire; several of their 

needle rifles and small arms captured; at.tempts were 

mn,de to set the town on fire without ava,il. At 

~.:30 nJ. the left and centre ceased pursuit. and at 

1 r.M the right aho ceased. The Elminas or Dutch 

ma(le uo atl t:'mpt to renew the attack, and it was 

decided hy the Fantees to commence operatiow3 

ngain t them the next day. 

In this engagement the greater part of the 

Fantee furce took 110 part. The King of Abrah, 

,·ieher fn)ID jealousy or from the influence of the 

British ellYo}, ill the UllllP, withheld most of his 

1111:'n. The Commendahs on the extreme right, who 
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were to .commence the fight on Thur day, knew 

nothing of what was going OD, but they were now 

ordered to join. Whil t preparation wtlre being 

made for the work of the morrow, the British envoy 

redoubled his efforts for the maintenance of pe:.ll'e, 

and prevailed on the F antee kings, since, as he 

argued, they had avenged the insult to their honoUT, 

to place the dispute betw'een the Elminas and 

themselves in the hands of the Administrator for 

ad.iustment. The next day after the engagement, 

whilcit most of the men were preparillg to renew 

the attack, a report, which pro"Ved too true, was 

circulated, that the King of Abrah ,,--lth hi ~ people 

had removed their encamping ground ten miles 

from the seat of war. Towards e"Vening, their 

example was followed by nearly three-fourths of 

the army, and the Elmina war tenninated wjth the 

retreat of the whole of the Fantee force the next 

day. 

A commission, consisting of W . .E. Simpson, 

Esq., collector of customs, T. B. Freeman, E,.,(I, 

envoy extraordinary, and W. Dawson, Esq., secre­

. tary of the Fantee kings and chiefs, were dis­

patched by the Administrator on board E.}f. 

hip " Pandora " to Elmina, to negotiat with 
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the Dutch Governor and the kings and chiefs of 

Elmina terms of peace, the substance of which 

,ras :-

1. That hostilities between the two parties should 

cea~e indefinitely. 

2. That the alliance between the Elminas and 

ano. Ashante'3s be suspendeo. for six months. 

3. That the Elminas be allowed free intercourse 

" 'itll and through every part of the Fantee District. 

Thi::l treaty was to be prepared on parchment, and 

signed by the kings and chief." of Fantee and 

Ehniuu, or their representatives, at the Sweet River 

which divides the two territories. The Fantee 

kings repudiated in /oto the provisions of the treaty 

and refused to have anything to do with the pro­

ceeding, unless the Elnilnas should make their 

alliance with A:>Qantee null and ,oid, and unite - . 
with them, offensive and defensive, against Ashantee. 

The Elruinas on their part preferred retaining their 

alliance with the latter power; and since that 

time Ehllina has been besieged on the land side-~ 

the inhabitants have been and still are in a state 

of emi-starvation. K ow and then ,.,rties are made 

by one or other of the hostile people; ~n unpro­

tected village . becomes the object of their fury; a 
D 
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few of the inhabitants are perhaps taken captiYes, 

their heads and hands cut oft: placed in a ba in or 

calabash, and paraded round the town amidst yells 

of barbaric triumph. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Y our most obedient Servant, 

J. A. B. HORTON, M.D. 
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LETTER No. I V.* 

TO THE RIGHT HON. EARL GRA.NVILLE, K.G., D.C.L., 

SECItETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 

CAPE COAST CASTLE, 

12th November, 1869. 
l\1Y LORD, 

In three successive letters, dated respectively 

the l ~th August, 12th September, and 12th October 

last, which I had the honour to adclr~ss to the Right 

H on. Edward Cardwell, late Secretary of State for 

the Colonies, at present H er Majesty's Secretary of 

State for War, I endeavom:ed to point out as clearly 

as possible the political state of the Gold Coast 

territory, from the time that the treaty of exchange 

-of territory between the English and Dutch Govern­

ments became an accomplished fact, down to the 

termination of the Elmina war. In a letter, dated 

the 11th September last, the Right Hon. the Secre­

tary of State for W ar, in reply to my letter of the 

12th ugust, informed me that as he "has no longer 

any immediate conne:s.io.n with the subject" treated 

of, he ha forwarded my letter to your lordship, "to 

.. Reply d"ted 29th D ecember. 

D 2 
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"hom any further letters on the subject had better 

be addressed." 

It mil be necessary for me, at this state of the 

subject, to take a retrospective glance at the political 

atmosphere of the whole Gold Coast territory just 

before the ratification of the treaty, and which in 

fact gave rise to the negotiation on the ;subject 

between the Courts of St. James's and the Hague. 

Up to the end of 1 62, when Richard P ine, Esq., 

landed here as Go-vernor of Her Majesty' Forts 

and Settlements on the Gold Coast, the country was 

in the most prosperous state; the ble sings of peace 

had been felt and enjoyed for many years; all the 

kings and chiefs in the interior were in perfect amity 

and concord with one another; the Asha:ltees were 

in the most friendly relations with Fantees and the 

British authorities; trade was in the most flourishing 

condition; bands of A~hantee merchants poured 
daily from the interior into the coast town~, 

loaded with gold dust, ivory, and other marketable 

articles, which . they exchanged for European goods 

and munitions of war. Even in Ashantidom, their 

interior wars had been settled satisfactorily, and they 

had celebrated a gala day in commemoration of their 

'Victories. The Ashantees, who are the life blood of 
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the Gold Coast cOD~illerce, were now 0Jeing freed 

from internal commotions) bent on carrying on an 

extensive trade ".;th the sea-coast towns. The Crob­

boes in the eastern district, through the influence 

of Governor Pine, were gladly paying their debt. 

There was a sort of h8pPY lull in the political COll­

dition of the whole country, when, about the 

beginning of the year 186:3, a misundenotanding 

nrose hetween the British authorities and the King 

of Ashantee, which at first threatened the peace of 

tIll> PI',,1t""' ·{'JI·"tt'. 'li lt! 1I·lli,·11 ulrililakh' nillJlillaterl 

ill "I't'li l)lI:..:rilirit· .... IW(\\t·t-J) flit"" ( Wit G,iYt·l"1Jlllt·llt:-:. 

Th ,· a!i'lir al'l"':lrt't! "t tir.--! til lit· \'-1',' - eil .'.'· "I' 

,lllJi"il l.] e' <1 IT;[lIg'·lIl'" IIi. I t 11;[;< l't'jJlJrtloll to tIlt: j( ill:': 

of A,.hantee that one of his lieutenants or chiefs, 

Quaeoo Gamin hy name, had, contrary to the laws 

of the country, founel and appropriated to his own 

lise a quantity of gold nuggets. The King sum­

moned him to appear in person at his Court in 

eooma si(:j (the capital) on a certain day. Gamin 

reeeiyed the 8ummOllS and promi8ed to' appear at the 

day and hour appointed; but being apprehensive of 

danger, he quietly fled with SO of his adherents, sub­

jeC't of A hautee, to the Briti8h protected territoq 

of Denkera. Quacoo Duah, :King of Ashantee, one 
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of the most peaceful ruler' that has e, er at on the 

throne, sent a princely ambassador, accompanied by 

a numerous and richly-dre'sed retinue, to H er 

yrajesty's repre-eniative, to giye the neces ary in­

formation of the case and demand the e:drac1ition of 

the runaways. At a meeting held at the PaLwer 

Hall, in the Castle of Cape Coast, in "hich were 

assembled the Governor and Council, both executiye 

and legislative, the COlllmodore of the tation, the 

officer commanding the troops, the principal mer­

chants (European and motive) , and · the kings 

and chiefs principally of Cape Coast an.d its 

environs, the whole affair was warmly cli. cussed. 

The case of the King of Ashantee "a set forth in 

a speech by his war-axe bearer, which was remark­

able for its fluency, rhetorical power, and argu­

mentative clearness. There was a division amongst 

the members. Many of the merchants, with Com­

modore Wilmot, stror:gly urged the Claim of the 

King of Ashantee, and recommended that Gamin 

should be delivered up; whilst the chiefs of Cape 

Coast, who had been bribed by Gamin and some 

of the merchants, were of a contrary opinion. 

Commodore Wilmot endeavoured to influence them, 

by showing them how prosperous the country then 
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was and the evils of war, and clearly pointed out that, 

if they went to war with Ashantee, it would take fifty 

years to bring the country back to its then condi­

~ion ; hut, Quot !Iomiiles tot sententi(IJ, the voice of the 

lllultitu(lc prevailed, and Gamin wn,s quietly allowed 

to remain in the Protectorate. ,Var was declared 

ily the King of Ashantee, who made extensive pre­

parations to inncle the Gold Coast territory. 

Viewing the state of affairs at this peculiar crijs 

of the country, n,11 impartial witness cannot heIr 

jllstifying both parties for the part they played in 

it-yiz., Go\wllor Pine in retaining Gamin, and 

tbe ring of _l.shantee in immediately declaring 

"'ar ; but the balance of justification rests with the 

King of A~hantee, and this I shall proye by my 

ob"erYations made at the time.;' 

Goyernor Pine \Y;1.S justified, because, according 

to the British lu\\-, a. refugee who cannot be proved 

to h.-we comillittccl any crime, and \,-ho claims pro­

tection from our GoYernment, cannot legally be 

c1cliH~red up to a tyrant or a despotic go"wrnment. 

It j,; \Yell knol'."!1 that the IjYes of the refugees, if 

they had been lleli\"(~red up, wonld haye been sacri-

* African Times, l8S3-Page 138. 
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fil:ed. X 0 sooner would they have cro 'ed the 

frontier, than their heads ,,"ould have been taken off 

and sent to the King of A hantee at Coomassie; 

and Gamin requt)sted that his head should rather 

be cut off' at the Castle-gate, than that he should be 

delivered to the king. 

The, King of Ashantee was justified in declaring 

war, because- First, the yery throne on ,,·hicll he 

sat was in danger. If he had not acted promptly 

in this aftur. hi" people w()ulrl h<lye hranrlerl him ,),:; 

a <-""wanl. alld l' ''II~e'lllell(h' Illl\' "rrl,.,· (" "",'11]'." ti,e 

..:(,),,] "f ti,e 1"n'{·t;\lIlI:".J :111 .1 Iora"'- kil' .~~ IIr 
_\, .,h" [J(ec". :-'1:",")1111. if rllt" r.-fll~· ... t" ~ 1I· ... rt" ;.11"" v.1 tIl 

rew"ill 'lllicdy 111 Lit" .PlvlcdvraCe, II idwLll auy 

demonstration being made regarding them, more im­

portant men would also haye fo11o\\"eLl their examplo, 

and sought protection and security in the quiet 

rule of the British Government. Third, before there 

was any commencement of actual hostilities bet\\"een 

the two nations, the peaceful traders of the King 

of Ashantee "ere molested oy the Fantees in the 

interior; their good", consisting principil11y of muni· 

tions of war, were seized, and the lllen themselveil 

put in irons. They were, however, released, but no 

compensation was given to them. Fourth, on such 
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an occasion, the generals' and captains of the King 

of A shantee would swear the great oath- viz., that 

the king had received an unpardonable insult, and 

that they were determined to a,venge it. After this 

oa,th, the king would be powerless to preveilt them 

from marching an army against his enelnies. It will 

therefore be seen that war ,vas inevitable, since the 

runaways were detained; and as regards the author 

of tIle war, in defence of the King of Ashantec I 

lewvc )Iolltc"CJllieu t() replY to it: ne t:aid. that "the 

l\"illg vf ~-\...,I'.1lJlc:" ll,,,JL tluc:e gruuJ Ji\ j",ivJ)" vi' JJi~ 

flrmy, and placed them under an experienced 

gClwral of r0yal 1Iood-,iz., Prince Owoosookorkor 

or ()~00 ok 1;: or. The smallest diyi:;ion, consi ting 

of a bout ~,noo rueu, "lras sent t.o the boundary of 

"Yassa\\" on the west, with orders to avoid as much 

as possible any general engagement with the enemy, 

but to keep the "Yassaws and D enkeras in check, 

find prcyent them from joining the Fantee force. 

The second diyi"ion, consisting of about 8,000 men, 

Lle"l'l'ndcd, after crossing the P raah,. on the main­

rond towards ape Coast, and pushed rapidly into 
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the middle of . the country :1." far as it. was safe, 

avoiding any engagement wieh imperior force . The 

third division and main body, under the personal 

command of Prince Osoo Cokkor, marched on the 

cast of Fantee through Akim, the most powerful 

a,nd warlike people in . the Protector;1te, forcing 

cyerytwng before them. This tactic ,,·as intendod 

to prevent the Aquamboos and Accms from joining 

the kings in the eastern portion of Fantee. 

Whilst these preparations were being made at 

Coonia sie, the British force, consisting of small 

detachments of the 2nd and 3rd ,\;r est India Regi­

ments, and the late Gold Coast Artillery Corps, 

numbering about 400 men, were distributed in the 

eastern districts of the Protectorate-'1.t James 

TOWil, Accra, Pram pram, Quanti-nang, and Kpong­

ftn· the express purpose of effecting tho c:1.l'ly settlc­

ment of the long-standing Crol)1oe fine. His 

Excellency Richard Pine, Esq., Govel'l1or, had per­

sonally visited that proyin . and whilst in that 

district he receiY0d a di"patch, confirming' the 

rumour that three divisions of the Ashantee army 

had crossed the frontier and de::;cended on Briti::;h 

territory. Orders were immediately di~patched to 

recall the troops from the different outposts. 
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Fortunate', <t detacRment of the 2nd W est India 

Regiment, h L agos, arrived at Accra at this 

opportune moment, on board the transport, in whioh 

the other troops were embarked for Cape Cuast. 

Preparations were rapidly pushed forward for 

taking the field. MOtit of the natives who were 

able to bear ,'trms left their towns to form various 

encampments in oppo::;ition to the A hantee forces, 

Great difficulty was experienced in obtaining trans­

ports for the guns, ammunition, aml other stores for 

the regular troops, so that women and children were 

employed for that purpose. Captain 'Wood, H"N., 

l\ rcvenue officer of the Government, received a com 

mis::;ion as major of volunteers, and was ordered to 

proceed to i\I ansoo to organize the native force 

the re, which comprises the inhabitants of As in, 

Abrah, Denkem, Cape Coast, and Anamboe. The 

Cape Coast Volunteers were under the command of 

Captain Hutchin~on, merchant; they were com­

posed of the intelligent natives ofthat place. 

,\Yhibt these preparations were being made on our 

side, a report was received that a severe encounter 

bau taken place in l1; conRiderable town of Agoonah, 

called Essicoomab. The Ashantees descending 

from Western A.kim, whose king, Agiman, and 
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subjects had fallen back as the As~antees ap­

proached, met an army of the Agoonahs and · 

Goomoors, who had posted them elves in the forest 

and roads to give them battle, The Fantees first 

opened fire, which was warmly replied to by the 

Ashantees; and after a severe engagement, which 

lasted for six hours, in which both armies fought 

bravely, and many men on both side were placed 

hars de camb(tt, the Ashantees became masters of 

the field, and the Fantee force made a rapid retreat 

[.) tilt' ";[111[' ,.f ~J" iil l11t l'lJv. Thi~ yid(J['Y \\',,~ Ul',,~[ 

I "'1 ,,,n;t lit t" rht' _-\~[;;lllt C'ei', 1I"r "lIh- Ll"·;tU,,C' it 

1II't'''el'\'ed tlle-il' allciellt l),'e.,·//:/,:, l,ut :LI"" l.e";llI'l·, 

Il'b ibr it :;rl'ul,k tE'lTl)l' tv rIle ("lIelll,I', it ill"l'lr,'cl 

courage amongst them elves, Again, it opened a 

direct line of comIDunication between their army at 

Assin and the main body. 

The British forces now hastened to the field. 400 

regulars and about 70 volunteers, under the com­

mand of Major Cochrane, marched, on the 19th 

April, 1863, frOID the seaport town of All'1,mftboe 

to Mankessim. On their arrival, Captain Brown­

well, with 100 men, was detailed to proceed to 

Winnebah, which was then threatened by a body 

of the enemy. The troops remained ten days at 
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lIfankessim, which is abo~t twenty-two miles from 

Essicoomah, which latter place formed the head­

quarters of Prince Osoo Cokkor, the Ashantee com­

mander-in-chief. They afterwards marched on to 

Bobecoomab, where a large native force (irregulars) 

were collected. The Ashantee army, after the battle 

of Essicoomah, marched proudly through the pro­

vince of Akumfie into Goomar, and in the neigb- . 

bourhood of Bobecoomah rashly advanced to a most 

dangerous position, where, if attacked with vigour 

and pertinacity, they would have been annihilated. 

The British force at Bobecoomab were now for the 

first time placed within a very short distance from their 

implacable foe. Scouts were sent out, which brought 

in positive evidence thai; the Ashantees were within 

a qu.arter of a mile of the camp. Some of thew 

had been wounded by the enemy, many kinsd, and 

others escaped unhurt. Yet still, with all these 

positive proofs before him, the officer commanding 

both the Briti h forces and the native ilTegulars 

(20,000 strong) did not, or rather would not, permit 

him elf to believe them, but issued immediately an 

order to the effect that the regular troops) as well as 

the greater part of the native troops, should march 

on to a small village called Endume, which was 
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some distance away from t.he enemy's camp; leaving· 

only 5,000. at Bobecoomah. Some of the regular 

troops, with a gTeat many of their officers, and the 

whole of the irregulars who had been told off, 

arrived the next day at Endume; the ~"~jor com­

mandin·g and staff, with the half of his ~·egu1ars as 

body guard, marched in a tangent from Bobecoomah 

and Endume, and established his head-quarters at 

Mumford, on the seacoast, twenty miles away from 

Endume. The officers of the 3rd West India 

Regiment, who had according to orders proceeded 

to Endume, were surprised not to find the officer 

commanding in the camp the next morning. The 

whole of the force which left BobecQomah were dis­

persed in every direction; some were at Mumford, 

some at Endume, whilst a detachment found its 

way to Winnebah. 

The Ashantees, flushed with the victory of Essi­

coomah, were determined now to try their ·whole force 

with the combined native and British troops. After 

driving in the pickets of the allied army, and whilst 

this crazy manccuvre was being strategically per­

formed, on Wednesday, the 12th May, 18631 at two 

o'ciock, the Ashantees opened fire upon the native 

army of Bobecoomah, which had been so disgrace-
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fully deserted the day before. The battle lasted 

from two until five p.m., leaving the Ashantees 

masters of the town, with a large number of men 

in killed, wounded, and prisoners. Th~ town was 

razed to the ground; and had Prince Osoo Cokkor 

pressed his victorious army further and marched on 

to Endume, he would have effected an easy victory 

over the panic-stricken host, which would have re­

taliated for their losse,; in Doodoo'mh, nearly forty 

years ago. But he was a man of vacillating 

character, and, although loudly advised by tho 

severn,} princes of the blood who held subordinate 

positions as commanders of diyisions in his army, 

including t,,·o of the King's brothers, several of hi ,,; 

sons, and the general's own elder brother, he refused 

to venture any further. 

About this time a reinforcement of .180 men ar­

rived from Sierra Leone and Gambia in H.:JI. ship;:! 

" Dart" and "Dover." Forty were sent to Accra) 

and the rest (140) were ordered to Mansoo, under 

Captaill, now Lieutenant-CoioneI iIarley, where a 

large native force bad beLll remaining inactive ill 

cnmp for more than one month. 

Confusion now reigned· within the tanks of the 

allied Briti~h and nati,e forees, and nothing coultl 
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be heard but loud discontent in the mouths of e,ery 

one. The Ashantees having defeated the allied 

force in twa actions, and having successfully main­

tained their footing in the most fertile province of 

the Gold Coast for eighty days, during which time 

they lived on the produce o£ the to"n::; and villages, 

burnt or other"ise de troyed the cereals and other 

natiye food, rltzed to the ground about thirty-fuur 

towns and villages, and about double the number of 

plantations, fell back upon their own resources, or 

retired on towns bordering on the frontiers of 

Ashantee on the 24th May, unmolested by an equal 

number of the allied forces who were "'atching their 

lill0vements. 

€ oon after the action at Bobecoomah, Ris E xcel­

lency R. Pine, under escort of a body of volunteer:=;, 

organized by and in the pay of ~Ir. , then Captain, 

William Charles Finlason. of Cape Coast, rp.arched 

into the field, and pitched his camp at D enkare 

(Akumfie), a few miles from Ajimacoo, where l\, 

large body of ~aJ;i.ve force had congregated.,. H e 

endeavoured to. inspire them with new spirit; and, 

in consultation with M~or Cochrane; it was agreed 

to make a simultaneous attack on the Asbantee 

force, which was then at Akim Swadrue. At this 
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time Prince Osoo Cokkor sent by one of the captives ' 

(l!"'an tees) a symbolica,l message t o the GoV"ernor, 

consisting of two sticks, one short and" the other 

long, and requested him to make his choice. If he 

took the short one, he was to giV"e up the Asbantee 

rUllaways, and the war would be at once at an end ; 

but if 1e retained the long one, he, the Prince, would 

cuntinue the ,,·ar for tbe next three years amidst all 

difficulties. Mr. Pine retained the long stick, and 

sent to inform the Ashantee' general that he was 

prepared to prosecute the war for the next seven 

years, until the kingdom of Ashalltee should be 

prostrated before the English Government. 

T1e Ashalltee general-in-chief, knowing from ex­

perience how di~astrous it is to keep a large army in 

the field during the rainy season, principally from 

dimatie affections, quietly withdrew into his 0"1\"11 

territory; aud, after disbanding most of his men, he 

quart,"red it f,"w in the principal high roads to the 

kingdom. 

GonmlOr Pine, shocked at t~e unsatisfactory 

telUJ inatiun of the war, from ,,-hich a great deal of 

good to the Protectorate had been expected, was 

'criously taken ill in the camp, and was brought 

do,,·n a1111o::;t lifeless to Cape Coast. The regular 
J:: 
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troop returned to winter (rainy ~eason) quarters 

within the forts on the sea-coa t town} and the 

native force returned each man to his own home. 

Thus terminated the first Ashantee campaign . 

I have the honour to be, 

Your L ordship's most obedient Servant, 

J. A. B. HORTON, M.D. 
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LETTER K 0_ Y. '" 

'1'0 TIlE nIGHT HON. EARL GRAl,YILLE, K.G., D.C.L., 

"ECTIET_UtY OF STATE FOr.. THE COLO~TIE , 

&c. , &c., &<.: , 

CAPE ()OAST CASTLE, 

12th December, 186!). 

My LOHIJ, 

Yfllibt, the campaign \\"as being yig-orously 

pro~eeutcd ll}" butl1 panies ,,-ith ciifferent modes of 

IJHlllCl:UYJ'iug, an episode (\yhich tended in a great 

IJl ca"ure to eXl,lain the feelings of the Fantees under 

ElIgli ,.,h rule to\yarJ" tho:;e undl'r the Dutch rule) 

OCCUlTl:J wllich i" \rorth recording In April, 18631 

"'hell the \\"hole of the Ashalltee furce::; were in 

Driti:sh tl'lTit~ry, Hi::; Ex.cellene~' 1J01oue! Elia~, the 

Duteh GoYcrlH)r, \ya" in active c"lTcspondence with 

the C\'llllllllIll1er-ill-Chief of tlh A5hantee army: 

Oll" of lll" letters \HI>; intercepte'. It \ .... a8 addressed 

-" To the Captain-General of the A"hantee anll~­

"t \\ar against th" Briti.,h ;" and although it ,,-as not 

\.'l'c)I •• 1 011 the (;0l\,t, ~'et still the ,('r:; fnet of the 

currc>-polll!t:m'" hayin,~' tnkell ,lace caused a good 

" H"l'ly ,!.ttc,i 18th J,ul\\ary, l~~ l'. 



68 LETTERS O~ THE GOLD COA T. 

deal of ill-will amongst the Fantees again t the 

Dutch. ' On the 17th of August, the same year, 

King Quacoe D uah ent through the English 

Governor some 150 Dutch subject, natives of 

Elmina, who had been residing in Coomassie for 

mercantile purposes, requ:esting him to tn'ward them 

to Elmina, as they belonged to a neutral Go,ern­

ment. The Dutch Government, during the great 

wars bet,,'een Ashantee and the British authorities, 

extending over ten years, including the years be­

tween 18:20 and 1830, when the two great ano. 

disastrous battle" of Essamacow and Doodoowah 

were fOllght-di::;astrous, the one to the Ashalltees, 

the other to the Bdi"h, when Sir Charles McOarthy 

and others were killed-not only received the 

Ashantees with 01 :~n arms, but also sold powo.cr 

and other l11ullitiop ' of war secretly to theill. All 

these acts have pro Iced in the British Fantees an 

irreconcilable barrie' against any friendship or unity 

between them and the Dutch Fantecs so long" a,s 

they remain under Dutch rule and allied to the 

Ashantees. 

The UI,8r failure cf the campaign, described in 

my last letter, led t( cries and meetings of indig­

nation against the COl o.mallder of the expeditionary 
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force, and petitions to the Governor were presented., 

praying him to put a pressure on the home 

authorities, that prompt, adequate, and efficient 

measures might then be adol)ted to clear the Gold 

Coast territory from all future troubles "ith their 

powelful neighbours, the Ashantees. 

In consequence . of strong representations from 

the Coast, the Government of Lord PalmOirston 

ordered from the West Indies the 4th West 

India Regiment to the Gold Coast. About 450 

mnk and file, under Lieutenant-Colonel Couran, 

in H.nl. troop-ship "Magrera," landed at Cape 

Coast Castle on the 13th August, 1863. The Gold 

Coast Artillery Corps were disbanded, and active 

preparations set on foot for taking the field. In 

December the first movement of the regulars for the 

field took place. The officer commanding divided 

his army into three divisions, to each of which were 

to be attached hereafter 7,000 local militia volun­

teers and nati \""e allies. A dep6t for the supply of 

the ,rhole eamp was formed at Uansoo, a place 

situated equi-di:.;tant between the sea-coast and the 

frontiers of the kingdom of Ashantee. 

The fir t di,i ion of the regular army, under 

Captain l\Iackny, left Cape Coast about the 27th or 
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28th of D ecember, and arrived at Man 00 on the 

1st January, 18GJ, "here they' were employed in 

building fortifications and clearing the bush around . 

..:-\. few weeks aJterwarcls the detachment of soldieri! 

at ~~ccm received order to moye to Akim waclrue, 

and join a detachment of men who had been sent 

there to protect the road. On the 25th J anuary, n.t 

thre~ p.m., the second battalion of the fir t division 

of the army (Hh ,Vest India Regiment) and the 

first battalion of the third diyision, composed of the 

2nd W est India R egiment, under Captain Knapp, 

left Cape Coast amid"t the cheers of the population. 

They arrived at Mansoo on the 31st. On the 

morning of the 30th, Governor Pine, having pre­

viously delivered over the entire militar:' control of 

the Protectorate into the hands of Lieutenant­

Colonel Couran, commanding the troops, that officer, 

with his staff and the remainder of the force at Cape 

Coast, composed of a part of the 40h and 2nd We t 

India Regiments, left the Castle for the Praah. The 

soldiers were in high spirits, determined 

" With rifle, gun , and sword in hand, 
To carry th rough Ashantee's crowd, 

Our colours to Coomassie." 

They arrived at Mansao on the 1st, and left ' on the 
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3rd, arriving at the Praah on the 5th February, 

The army had to pass through dense and thickly­

wooded forests ; at times they had t o plunge into 

ravines of great depth, where the pestiferous ex­

.halations of a humid soil steamed up amid.st the 

incense of sweet-scented flowers, which t)1Wl~ 

through the deep gloom in every conceivable 

variety of colour. Here in some parts were exten­

sive pools of water, which they had to wade knee 

llnd sometimes neck deep, to the great prejudice of 

discipline and good order ; there a rapid and deep 

stream without a bridge over it, to be crossed in the 

best way each one could. Whilst passing through 

the forest, birds rivalling the fantastic variety of 

flowers, presented tints as brilliant and as beautiful 

as any of the vegetable world; above their heads 

were chattering monkeys making grimaces, which 

occasioned not a little merriment amongst them; 

here and there were hideous reptiles of ~very shape, 

hue, and kind, from the gigantic boa, performing 

amming gyrations amongst the lofty trees around, 

down to the alligators, which basked leisurely in the 

sun. 

Fifteen days before the first movement of the 

regular force took place, a company, composed of 
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fifty men from the late Gold Coast _-1.rtillery Corps 

was organized by the Colomn,l Go,ernment, and 

placed under the command of Captain Hay, and 

ordered to march to Appolonia, the most we'stern 

frontier of the Protectorate, and there serve as a 

corps of observation. 

At the cc:;:~eilcemem of the milibry lllO-;e-­

me~ts, His Excellency Governor Pine received 

orders from the home authorities not to act on the 

offensive against the Ashantees, but to reillain on the 

defensive. Subsequently his orders were that, if he 

found that he could not make a lasting peace with­

out an offensive movement on the enemies' territory, 

he was to march to Coomassie. They therefore 

placed at his disposal about 600 additional forces, 

making a total of 1,290 men ; - viz, 900 of the 4th 

West Ind,ia Regiment, 170 of the 2nd, and 220 of 

the 1st. 

The troops, after arriving at the Praah, com­

menced the building of an extensive stockade, and 

deared the forest around the camp, as well as that 

in the en eries' country before the camp. The 

" Tamar" troop-ship, with the contIngent of men 

expected, arrived on the 9th April, and 200 were 

detached and dispatched to the frontier. About this 
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time the season had ad~anced, the rains had set in, 

and the river Praah had swollen considerably. Since 

the arrival of the troops on the enemies' frontier in 

January last, six months before, not an enemy had 

been seen; both officers and men who had served 

or were serving in the bush in camp, without any 

active engagement, were laid prostrate by climatic 

diSea.,eil, princlpally dysentery and fever; the 

mortality amongst the officers and men who served 

in the bush was enormous, so that most of the 

troop;:; were recalled from the interior. The debate 

in Parliament relative to the Ashantee war led to 

the entire withdrawal of the troops from the in­

terior, and the embarkation of most of the men for 

the West Indies. 

Thus terminated the second campaign against the 

King of _'l.shantee, which was by no means better 

than the first, as it left the original question in a 

worse state than it ever was, and the King of 

A"hantee in a position of moral conquest. 

Confusion now reigned in the whole of the Pro­

tcdol'[l.te; the rrc"tlge of the ruling power suffered 

fenrfttlly: the inhabitants of the Gold Coast were, 

fur the first time, distinctly told that, in case of an 

innsion, they wer" to be leti: to protect themselves, 
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llnless when the coast or towns in the ill1Dle­

diate vicinity of our forts were attacked; trade wa 

stopped, and several of the merchant.s became bank­

rupts, and others in ,a state next to it, 

Since the termination of the campaign in June, 

1864, abortive attempts have frequently been made 

to establish a reconcilia,tion between the Ashantees 

and the British GoVeTIlUlent. The most. important . 
negotiation on th~ subjee. \, as rna":" ::.::-out the 

latter end of 186 6, when, through the inftuence of 

the Honourable George Blankson, a na,ti,e mer­

chan~ of Anamaboe, eluring the government of 

Colonel Oouran, ambassadors with sixty-:fi,e re­

tainers were ;;ent to. his Excellency the Lieutenant­

Governor to consider terms of peace. On the 16th 

January, a proclamatioll was issued, setting forth 

that, from communications received from Ooomassie, 

through four duly accredited ambassadors of the 

King of Ashantee, dated 19th and 20th December, 

] 865, and the 8th January, 1866, soliciting peace 

between his kingdom and the British Protectorate, 

peace was therefore declared and proclaimed. The 

King of Ashantee was indignant when he heard 

that the proclamation set forth that he had sued for 

peace. He emphatically aeclared that it was the 
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Governor, through his agent, who had commenced 

the peace negotiation, and that he nolV declined to 

continue the correspondence unless Gamin be first 

g'lVt:n up. Through these circumstances tha 

attempt at settling the Ashantec difficulties met 

with an .~ntiillely end, and the confusion between 

Ashantee and Fantce remaineJ in ;statu quo. 

HitLerto I have said nothing- whatever about tho 

castel'll district of the Gold Coast, which compl'i es 

nntionalities that took nu active part in tho dis­

turbances of .the western district,-yiz., the A.ccras, 

Aqll<l,pims, Crobboes, Creepees, and Adangmes. 
I 

They remained around their OlVn hearths enjoying 

their peaceful aYUcatiolls. A few days after this 

delusive proclamation was posted' up. for public good, 

war was declared between the Accras and the 

A woonahs, who re, ided on the other side of the 

ri ver Volta, beyond the present boundary of the 

Protectomte. 

The A. woonahs, under the cOillmand of one 

Gemlclo, a notorious slave-dealer, for some trifling 

misunderstanding which happened eight months 

before, attacked Adah, a town within the Pro­

tectora te, situated at the mouth of the river Volta; 

seized the canoe, burnt K porng, the great em-
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porium for cotton, and midway town between Accra 

and Creepee, and destroyed a large quantity of 

goods. Geraldo, having selected a very favomable 

point as the ba e of his operations, put an entire 

stop to' the tr"ade through the Y olta river. Tidings 

of the daring pertinacity of the slave-dealer caused 

anger and cries for revenge throughout the whole 

of the mercantile commlmity of Accra, and repre­

sentations were made to the Lieutenant-Governor 

to interfere and to compd the Awoonahs to give up 

. Geraldo, and thus put an end to any further trouble 

in the matter. 

After some futile attempts at negotiation had 

taken place, war was declared by the Accras against 

the Awoonahs, and a large force, to the number of 

some 20,000 men, was gathered at the pbins of 

Adah. . Colonel Couran, Lieutenant-G~vernor, sup­

plied the expeditionary force with 1,200 muskets 

and about fifty kegs of ball cartridge, the whole 

native force · being under the command of Lieut. 

Herbert, civil commandant of the eastern district. 

The expeditionary force started from Accra on the 

18th February, 1866; on the 18th March they were 

joined in the plains of lVIalamfie (which wa sC'lected 

as the ba,e of operations) by 50 regulars of the 3rd 
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W est India R egiment; 'under Captain H amilton, 

who, being the senior officer in camp, took over the 

command of the whole expedition. H e gave orders 

to the chiefs to carry out certain judicious measures 

~s prelin1inary to the £nal march on the enemy's 

ten;tory, but they refused point blank to obey his 

order,;. He lllllllediately withdrew from the camp 

,vith hi,; men, having no power to punish them, and 

he left Lieut. Herbert in comllland. 

After making some preliminary arrangement.s, 

on the 25th March a force of about 1.),000 men 

cros~ed to the left or Awoonah bank of the river 

Yolta. On the 3rd April they marched from Ado­

domey and reached Tojay, a branch of the Volta, 

which they crossed on the 4th, and encamped at 

extensiyc grove of palm trees. Here they remained 

until the 1 :::!th, and in a council of war it was decided 

that they should ad lance direct on the capital, 

A woollah, '·n the sea-coast, which was about six 

hours' mm·ch. After marching about two hours, 

,yliilst passing through a narrow de£le, sun-ounded 

by thid;: bu~L, the Awoonahs, about 8,000 strong, 

who hall lain in l\mbu h, suddenly opened £1'e on 

the leading men, and threw them into confusion. 

The Awool1ahs now advanced and £red rapidly; 
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the guns, rockets, luggage, and eyerything were 

abandoned by the allied force, and there was a dis­

astrous panic in the whole camp. The allied force, 

1 5,~00 trong, were merciles ly shot down, caught 

a~v:e, ahd driven in utter conf,l,ion by ,000 of tllc: 

A';bonahs in the field. The day W,\S ineYl~abl." 

lost; ''the. guns and rockets were captured and re­

captured by both parties; and, but for the iimely 

arrival of Quow Daddy, K ing of Aqnapill1, "with Ili­

army of -1,000 strong, ,,·hich opened fire on tL_ 

A woonahs in their rear, a most fearful ~iaught.er of 

the ,,-hole of the allied force would hayc taken 

place. The panic-stricken army, the next morning' 

becoming di organized and dispirited, disoLeyed the 

orders of the commander to adY<lllCe ng~,im,t the 

enemy or halt; but they made a precipituus retr.C'at 

to the Volta, where they arri,-ed on tIle 13th 

(Friday) April, 1866, and crosI:>ed the next day. 

Every mUll no,,- Iound hi,; way home a~ best he 

could; and thus ended the campaign against the 

A woonahs::~ 

" A most faithful aud extensi,e account oi this.\ \\'oouah CUD! ­

paign is to be found in a letter addressed to the AJI'iClln T;","" 

published in its nurui)er of Sfl'tewber 22ncl, 186o, rage ;)8, which 

yre quote a, follows ;-

In Febrt1~ry the Go.ernor (Colunel Conran) determincu (r> 
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In October, the Governor, accompanied by two of 

the merchants of Accra, went to J eliee Coffee, the 

head-quarters of the Awoonahs, for the express 

purpose of endeavouring to come to some amicable 

settlement of the whole affair. They proposed to 

the Awoonahs that Geraldo should be given np, 

and that 2,000 dollars should be paid by .them on 

account of the expenses incun ed by the A ccras 

through the war. To this the Awoonahs, who were 

victorious in the last expedition, rejoined that 'they 

COlllti not deliver Llp Geraldo, he being a stranger in 

t.he country; and tha.t they, being the greatest 

sufferers in the war, could not afford to pay any 

indemnity_ There 'was noth.ing decisive agreed 

upon, and the matter rested in tills unsatisfactory 

state. 

The ~\'shantees, hearing of what had taken place 

in the eastern district between the inhabitants of 

the Protectorate and their neighbours, must needs 

dip their fingers into the pie. The King of 

hantee sent messengers to the Aquamboos and 

nssi:;t in the expedition agninst Geraldo and his band of robbers • 

• \ fter lun-iug issncd ont 1,200 old muskets nnd some fifty kegs 

of dnmaged ball cartridge to Kings Cudjoe, of Jamestown, and 

Dawoonah, of Christiansborg. he ga,e them three days to s181't 

nnd takc the Geld, nuder pain of taking away the arms, &c., should 
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Awoonahs, offering them his assistance. The mes­

sengers took the great oath as to the truth of theil' 

mission; the Awoonahs sent hostages to the king 

they not leave within that time. This hurrying the peopie on so 

fast was the first error, and n very great one in the h~te affair. The 

consequence was that, on the morning of Sunday, February 1 , 

when Lieutenant H erbert, the civil commandaut, comlllauder,iu-. 

chief of the expedition, started from Jamestown with King Cudjoe, 

there was not a soul that accompanied them bnt }II'. J oim Smith, 

of Jamestown, who had charge of the rockets anll gans, and }Il'. 

E. Bannerman, who had volunteered as ndjntant-genoral anel 

private secretary to the commander-in-chief, and the four mon who 

carried Cudjoe's basket of state. At 5 r.n. on thut day thi, party 

reached Pram Pram, twenty-eight miles irom Accra. On the 19th, 

at 6 r .n., these were joined at Pram Pram by }[r. Irvine and }Ir. 
Clayton (the only English merchants who had engaged personally 

in the war, besides furnishing large supplie; of money and ruate­

rials), aud two other oi the Bannermans, with about 200 mon, WhOlll 

these four had equipped as volunteers, and tolerably welillisciplined. 

The time fixed for stopping at Pcr.m Pram was t wo days, and 

thonght to be snfficient for enabling the whole of King Cudjoe's 

men to · jPin; but it was nine days before the exr:eclition coulL! 

proceed, and then with only -l00 men, to Xingo, the next town on 

the ronte to A.dduh, only eight miles from l 'ram Pram. There 

it waited three days for the J amcstown !Jeop Ie. But King 

Dawoonah's iorce had taken the inland route; and the expedition, 
which np to that time had marched along the seashore, intending 

to go by the beach to Addah, at the mouth of the \' olta, joined 

him on the 1st of }larch at Kanar, which was the i)lace of general 

rendezvous. There the whole force remained for seventeen day>, 

doing nothing. KanaI' 'is about four hours' foot journey from 

Addah, and two hours from Melamfie on the Volta, opposite to 

which town, on the Awoonab side, Geraldo had encamped. The 
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and accepted his ofrer. H e immediately dispatched a 

large army to their assistance, which commenced 

operations against the Creepees and Agotins, two 

whole force at Kanar on 1st March only mustered 800 men; by 
the 8th, the J Ilmest01Vn amI Chrbtiansborg people had joined their 
chief, besides the natives of Pram Pl"!lID, another of King Cudjoe's 
t01Vns, which gaye 3,OUO arlUed men. On the 11th and 12th, 
the natives of the Accm towns, under Dawoonah- viz., Labaddy, 
l'e,hie, TcnlUah, and Poney-mustering 3,000 more, joinerl. 
During this period they had been in communication with the 
doubtful tribes in the ,icinity, most of whom had already eateu 
feli;h with Geraldo to fight for bim, but seeing the large force 
preparing af!ainst him had begun to wayer. Lieutenaut IIerbert, 
thinking Lis force sufficient to take the field, ilispatcbeil ~lr. In·inc 
and ~Ir. Clayton to Addah to muster 100 large cauocs and convey 
them froUl .'..udah to Melllm!ie, to transport the force across the 
YolLa to attack the enemy. Through the usual ililatoriness of tbe 
nat ires, it was four days before they could report that they 1Vcl:e 
rcnllr to start fl·om .'..auah, with only sixty-nyC canoes. Accorll­
ingl)", 011 Saturuar, the 17th nhreh. at G P.M., Lient. Hl?,I'bert, WiLli 
his G,(,OO men, morchcil to 1I1elamfie. which was found to be quite 
desertcu. the inhubitants hosing gone neros· to the enem)", wbo were 
cnrampell exactly oppo,itc the place (the ri,er is there abont 400 
yonls 1ViJc); hut one mun wa> cuptured, who with another hail been 
left to watch; tlle otller e,capeil by swimming across the rirer, 
olthongh at lea,t fift)" sllots were fireJ ut him. The enemy returneil 
the fire, which was quite harmles" Gernhlo himseli firing his ::\linie 
rine. This man was recognizeu at once, standing in a >err pro­
minent position. In consequence of the ,ery difficult nature of the 
gl·ouml from Kallor to ~Ielamfie, it was 3 P.)!. before the rockets 
au I fiehl-l'icc('s rallle up, under the charge of Mr. Smith. On bis 
arrival, Li~l1tellant Herbert ilirerted him to throw a sllell anll 
rorkets into G l'raldo·s CUlllp. The first rocket ilestroyed balf tbeir 

}' 
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tribes in the interior, allied to the Accras. Whilst 

this negotiation was going on, about the 27th April, 

1867, died suddenly in his capital, King Quacoe 

camp, a very extensi,e one. The enemy mnst have suffered great 

damage this first day without loss to us. On the 18th, at 11 A.lI. , 

~r. I rvine arrived with 800 A ddahs in sixty-five canoes, escorted 

by a guard IDf fifty men of the 3rd W est I ndia R egiment, under 

Captain H umphrey and L ieutenant Stewart, with Dr. Da,ies, 

S.A.S. (a native), in medical charge, a rocket, and one howitzer. 

On Captain H umphrey's arrival he, as senior to Lieuteuant Herbert, 
assnmed the chief command, and directed :Jr. ::lIDith and Lientenant 

Stewart, with their guns and rockets, to shell and de"roy the re­
maining portion of the enemy's camp. T his was very speedily 

effected. Captain H nmphrey, observing that Gemldo had several 

large English canoes and boats hauled up on the opposite bank, 
called for fifty volunteers to proceed across the river and take 

possess ion of them. These fifty men, furnished by Messrs. H esse, 

B.riand, Addi, and Bannerman, joined by 150 A.ddahs, crossed over 
in sixteen canoes, and, though opposed by some 30u of Geraldo's 

men poste:! on an eminence, made good their lanciing, c:'cve the 

enemy from their position, killing large nnmbers; but, instead oi 

carrying out their ord'lrs, and bringing away the canoes and boats, 
they pursued the flying enemy inland, until the latter were largely 
reiuforced. and drove them back. 

They succeeded, however, in bringing off with them six large 
canoes, but at the very moment of pushing off another canoe, which 
contained the head chief 0; A.ddah, was upset, and the enemy, being 

secreted in thick bushes within ten yards, picked off this chief and 
fonr of his princip::tl captains, and some dozen inferior men; these were 

killed outright, and some thirty·six more were wounded. (Through 

the skill of Dr. Davies evel'Y wounded mau has since recovered.) 
T his affair had a bad effect on the whole camp::tign, as from that 
day the Addabs had no leaders. On the 20th the remainder of the 
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Duab, tbe 'mos: ~.";;.;;,,ful and wise ruler of the 

kingd0ill of Asb.::mtee. r..:.:' :,,;as buried ill the 

mausoleum of the kings :lmidst the most revolting 

force reached the camp. Quow Daddy, King of Aquapim, a very 
bra,e man, but most bloodthirsty and cruel, arrived with 4,000 

men. nis men were by far the best in the fi eld, heing most amen­

ahle and obedient to authority and their king. King T ackee, the 

king of the whole eastern districts, bnt residing in Dntch (!) 
Accra, also urrived on tbe same day with about 4,000 men- bring­

ing up tbe force to o.er 16.00(1. With this large force, Captain 
llumphr~) dec:.,ea to cross at once, and sent a body of Addahs 

over at daylight, on the 21st, to establish tbemsel.es on a hill to tbe 
lei! d the enemy's position, so as to withdraw their .attention, 

wbilst tbe main boJy crossed in tbeir front. Tbe Addahs gained 

their position withont being opposed, and immediately sent one 
canoe back with tbe information' that tbe enemy had entirely 

nnished. Order was then at an end. Capt. Humphrey then wished 
to start in pursuit of the enemy at once, with the ,jew of effecting 
the capture of Ceral do, wbo, it was reported, had been severely 

wounded by the bursting of a shell. But the peop!e, who looked 
more npon Ring Tackee as the commander-in-chief than upon 

Cuptain lluml'Urey, grumbled and growled and hesitated. Captain 

llumphrey tben gave orders for 2,000 men to occupy tbe position 
recent ly ,acatcd by the enemy; this order the chiefs all, with the 

exception of Dawoonah, of Cbristiansborg, refused to ohey. 
DnlYoonuh, who is a very sensible old man, educated in Copenhagen 

some forty years ago by the Danisb Government, ordered bis men 
across the ri,er, intending to go himself, with his tent, &c., next 
dny, sayin!; that be, as a British subject, would not recognize tbe 
anthority of II king li.ing under the Dutcb flag, and who bad 

hrong-ht Dutch flags to tbe campaign. This created much ill-feeling 
in the camp: anll, a~ nearly tbe whole of the otber towns sided with 

Tackee, the Dutchman, tbey compelled Dnwoonah to recall his men 

F 2 
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massacre of the population. H e reigned twenty­

seven years, and was succeeded by his nephew, 

Coffee Culcary, a fiery young man of thirty-five, and 

from the other side. Captain H umphre!!, seeing this done in open 

defiance of his ~HtlLO/"il!J, at once left fu'l' Adelah !t'ith his detachment, 

leat'ing the expedition in charge of Lieut. Herbert. Lieut. H erbert 

called a. general meeting oi all the chief~, and told them plainly that 

if they refused to obey his orders, and chose to look to the King of 

Dutch Accra as their chief, he also 'll'ould leave them, and take 

away the guns and rocket<;, and that the Europeans und natil'e 

gentlemen would accompany him. They then promiseLI willing 

obedience from that day. But as he had Hot one regular soldier 

with him,.he had no power to euforce obedience. 

On the 22ml, Mr. I rvine left U elamfie for J..ccra. and Capc Coast, 

deputed t o apply to the GO'l'eruor for a further supply of RIDDloni­
.' tion, and, in case of refusal, to purchase some. }Ii. Claytou, being 

sick, leit with him, both on horseback. 
Melamfie is eighty miles from Accra, through a most magnificent 

country, but nothing to eat on the ro,ld till you reach Pram Pram. 

On the 23rd, 24th, and 25th, the \1'hole force crossed o\'er anel 

encamped at a place called Adodomay, exactly opposite lrelamfie. 

During the period from the 20th to the 25th, some t\1'enty stragglers, 
belonging to Melmnfie, who had joined Geraldo, but had deserted 

him, were caught. All these the chiefs nominally under Lieilt. 
H erbert executed in cold blood, ag soon as they found that they 

had fought on the opposite side on the previons SUIlday. T heir 

heads were cut off, and the skulls having been cleaned, were fixed 
to the drums as trophies! '! ! Three men that were caught OIl the 

day of the enemy's retreat \1'ere rescued by lrr. Edmund Banner­
man, as Lieut. Herbert had issned orders that no one should be 

killed without being first brought to him. As he was conducting 
them to that part of the camp where he was quartered, some of the 

crowd following (about 5,000 men) recognized them as three of the 
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the old feud between Goomassie and the protected 

territory was vigorously kept up. 

Since the peace negotiations of Colonel Couran 

principal of Geraldo's snpporters, two of them being blacksmiths 

who had been en!rngcd for six months casting :'\Iini" bullet<; for him; 

the third, n feti,h-man who used to make fetish for him I- for be 

bclie,crl in it. In Ie,s thau fifteen seconds their beads were off, 

all )fr. Bannerman's ellorts to save them being unavailing; and be 

hndldm,elf a narrow escape, as the peoplc, in their eagerness to kill 

thelll. "we not particnlar as to the direction in which tbey strnck. 

Tl!c scenes ill camp at thi~ tilue were truly a"fnl. The cutting 
oIT oi hearl> nnd the mutilation of bodies, and leaving tbem to be 

lli;poscrl of by t lll'key buzzards and pntakoos (byenas), dreadful as 

[Ill tllis was, "ere hy no meal" tbe most painful sigbts. 

Ono day our people -heard tbat the wives and children of tbe 

:'IfC'lnJUfie~, tllo,e "ho had sided witb Geraldo and fought against 

them. "ere hilling in the bush close to :'IIelamfie, near their camp. 

SL1!11e 800 of them at once proceeded to the spot, and captured 

lhe "hole, consisting of about 500 women and children, of from 

t"ell"e years dowll to infants. These, however, turned out to be 

not. :.\[rlamfies, but belon~ing to neutral tribes, "ho, in fear, had 

bidden their families iil this way. The Commandant, on this being 

reported to him by Kin;- Da"oonab, directpd :'\Ir. IIesse and :Mr. 

E . Bannerman to go to e,ery chief and demand the restoration of 

all the<e poor creatures thu taken by their people. In this manner 

ahout t.30 "ere reco,ereLl. The scene that took place "hen these 

.:,\1 "NC all collccteu in front of the Commandant's quarter ' was 

truly painful. :.\Iothers who had been separated from their suckling 

infant '. anLl chihlren "ho had lost their parents, thus meeting again, 

nml ,tiU uncertain of their ultimate fate (for the men taken with 

them had heen deeapitatetl in their presence). nud embracing aUll 

clinging to each other, the whole weeping: and "ailing in a manner 

that might dbsol,e stones, but could not, and did not, have the 
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and the tw"o Accra merchants, it was arranged that 

everything was to be left until the arrival of the 

Governor-General. On the 6th April, 1 67, he 

slighte~t effect on the persons who had origiually panyarred them, 

and were eagerly watching for any want of vigilance to retake them. 

It was in truth a most painful sight. There were mauy of these 

women and children carried off by the Addahs and A ccras before 

we could interfere. I should thiuk that upwards of 100 so disap­

peared; and some who ought to have been above such dealings 

participated in the horrid plunder. Those that were released were 

restored to their homes. W ith regard to the execution of prisouers 

in cold blood, the act itself perhaps was not so much to be blamed 

as the horrible and cruel mode in' which it WIIS carried out, ::\fost of 

those that were decapitated were deserving o~ death properly in­

flicted. For instance, all the ~Ielamfies who were caught with arms 

:In hands should have beeu hung at once: and would in most in­

stances have been so hung had they been brought before the propel" 

anthorities; but they were generally decapitated as soon as they 

were recognized as Melamties. They may have deserved death for 

this reason : Melamfie is in the P rotectorate, on this side the '\ alta. 

The Melamfies are naturally allies of the Adcah.. and therefore of 

Accra also. They took ammunition from the .A.ddilhs fo r the pur­

pose of aiding them to fight against Geraldo. Ti..ey also received 

some from Geraldo with which they actnally ,ought against the 

Addah5, &c. Had tbey joined the Addahs, or e,en remained 

neutral, Geraldo could have given no trouble to the country. 

When the allied forces arri veLl in Kanar Cam p they came and 

offered to join. The night before the force left Kanar for l\Ielamfie, 

they decamped and gave Geraldo fllil information of all movements. 

H ad the people captured a bOlla fide A woonah man they would 

never have execnted him. They would either keep him as a slave, 

or let his family ransom him. In the heat of battle they sometimes 

do kill prisoners, but not always. 

By the evening, of the 25th, some 16,000 men were all on the 
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(Major Blackhall) anchored off Accra roadstead; 

heard the complaints of the merchants and people i 

proceeded down to J ellee Coffee with the Adminis-

Awoonah h:mk of the river Volta.. By the 1st April the force was 

weeded of some thousand or so cowards who did not relish going 

into the heart of the enemy's country, and disappeared. On the 3rd 

.A pril the force marched from Adodomay to attack the enemy, snp­

posed to have encamped about a day's march from that place. On 

the ·lth it reached the river Tojay, a branch of the Volta, and, 

ha ring crossed it, encamped in an immense grove of palm trees. 

Tbe c~mp here was for once formed in regular order, especially that 

of the Aquapims. 

It took four bours to visit tbe whole camp, hurriedly even. The 

force halted there till the 12th, when it advanced with the intention 

of going lliJ'ect to the sea-coast town of Awoonah, the capital 

of Awoonah, and residence of the king and head fetish. It was 

supposed to be six hours' journey. After marching about two 

bours very slovenly, witb rocket-tube and field-piece in front, the 

A WOODl1hs, 8,000 strong, suddenly pounced upon the expedition 

in a pln"-e most favourable to them- a very narrow defile surrounded 

by thick bnsh. The euemy had possession of the busb in front and 

on 0nch flank. Theil' first fire tbrew the leading men (most of whom 

were carriers of luggage) into great confm.ion; these falling back 

g'ot mixed np witb tbe women carrying loads. It was a regular sur­

prise. The Commandant, witb most of th9 native gentlemen, were 

actually sitting down in front close to the gun wben the first musket 

was fired by the euemy. Unfortunately, the carriers of the ammuni­

tiou for the rocket-tube Rnd howitzer were no "here to be found. 

The onemy advnnciug rapidly, there was no belp for it but to aban­

dOli gnn, rocket, baggage, and e,erything. A complete panic ensued; 

not a sbot conld be fired withont bitting our own people. Our men 

"ere being shot down, cut down, and caught alive without resistance. 

Here we were, 15,000 men, who boasted of baving conquered the 

A.,shantees, well-armed and no doubt brave, flying before at most 



88 LETTER o~ THE GOLD COAST. 

trator; received on board his yacht J ohn Tay, 

merchant of that place, and a chief of a small 

hamlet called Sroghey. The "hole P alaver was 

entered into,. and }Iajor Blackball, the Governor­

General pointed out. to them the evil" of war and 

the good they would derive by having peace. These 

people made protestations "hilst on board of sincere 

contritionl and agreed to and signed a treaty of peace 

on behalf of the Awoonahs. This tred)' was only 

worth the paper on which it was written, inasmuch as 

8,000 Awoonahs, whose only bullets were small stones! It was 

disgraceiul. All efforts to check the flight were in vain. A few, 

espeGially the Dntch Accras, malIc a stand, and suJIered most 

severely in consequence, but it checked the enemy. At length, 
Quow Daddy. the Kiog of Aquapim, who had with his 40,000 brave 

men taken a different line of march, got to the rear of 'he A woonahs, 

and placed them in their own trap. They then began to turn, and 

finally threw away their arms and fled, being pursued by the Aqua. 

pims and a few Accras. T hese slaughtered them like sheep. K ot· 

withstanding all this turn of the tide at least 5,000 of our men 

continued their flight. The whole affair lasted only three or four 
hours. During this period the gun was captured and recaptured a 

dozen times. When the Awoonahs first seized it, one of them 

jumped up on the top of it and beg:m to dance. H e was at once sho t 
down. Another took his place. He was shot; and so on until ten 

had been so killed. Then they fonght hand to hand for the gun until 

they were finally driven away. ,,~ lost about 65 killer! and 320 

wounded, and, as we had now no Dr. Davis, at least 150 of these 

snbsequently died. The enemy lYas pursued almost as far as Jellee 

Coffee and Awoona.h. Nothing had now to be done but to follow 
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at the vpry time of sign~ture and subsequently, the 

Awoonahs, ·with their allies the Aquamboos and 

Ashantees, were committing the grosse t acts of 

robbery, murder, and pillage in the P rotectorate, 

had entirely stopped the navigation of the Volta 

and blockaded the roads to Creepee, and had formed 

an alliance ortensive and defensive with the A shan­

t<Jes, who wcre'in arms against the Protec~orate. 

From the statements contained in this and tho 

last letter, it is evident that the political atmosphere 

them np with the whole force, anti finish the war at one blow. But 

the morning's panic had totn']ly disorganized and dispirited the wholo 

force. They declined to obey the orders of Lieutenant Her0ert, 

either to ndmnce or bait. They preferred retreat. The chiefs also 

werc not unauimous. Kinf( Quow D nddy was so annoyed at this 

cllnllnct on the part of his nllies, that hc at once struck his camp aud 

Illnl'l'hcd his ural'e army tlirect home, leading himself on foot, a fine, 

hll, hnnll,oUlc Ullin. The rest of the army, having confidence in no 

one else hut Quow Dull.1y nnll his people, at once followed . This 

"'as on the morniog of Frillay, the 13th. The same evening wc 

renchetl the Y oltn, and crosseJ it ncxt day. II e tben proceeded to 

.i.dtlah with our rockets and gnos; the majority of the army had left 

thcir ebiefs nOll gone home. The chiefs went with us to Addah. 

Lieutenant IIerbert liouing- this was the state of affairs, and beiog 

sick, lL'ft for Accra , placing the command of such an army as was left 

in the bands of :\II'. HORse, who, "ith the other gentlemen that "ere left 

"ith hiUl, un'ired firc day after in Accra, leaving the three kings of 

Accm (J"1U~5town, Dutch, and Christiansborg), who with their 

principal captain- were still at A.ddah, where they were determined, 

they said, to remain till Geraltlo was captured. Thus ended the first 

cnmpr,igu aguinst Geraldo and the Awoouahs! 
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of the Gold Coast territory, when the ratification of 

t reaty 'between the Courts of St. J ames's and the 

H ague took place on the 1st J anuary, 1868, was in 

a velJ': unsatisfactory condition. The feelings of· 

the whole. Fantee race were in a state of morbid 

irritation; and although peace with Ashantee was 

lou ked for with great anxi.ety, yet still they refrained 

from accepting a humiliating peace.' The compli.­

cations ",i·;,h the neighbouring tribes about Accra, 

which ·terminated in hostilities inglorious to the 

inhabitants of the eastern district, were still pending. 

The D utch having kept up friendly intercourse with 

A shantee during the whole of their misunder­

standing with Fan tee, and having acted as the 

latter considered in a manner hostile to their in­

terest, were in great disfavour with the whole of the 

tribes under British rule. The country was in this 

state when,. during the transfer of territory, the 

outrage on Commendah was committed, and the 

whole of the British Fantees in the western district, 

unlike their usual procra,stination, rose as one man 

against the Dutch. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J . A. B. HORTON, M.D. 
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LETTER No. VI."* 

TO THE RIGHT HON. EARL GRANVILLE, K.G., D.C.L., 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES, 

My LORD, 

&c. , &c., &c. 

T HE: CASTLE, CAPE COAST, 

12th January, 1870. 

After the retreat of the large force en­

c;lmped around Elmina, as detailed in my letter 

No. III., each division of the army, according to their 

province, retired to their own homes, and the Elmina 

difficultie~ remained for a time in statu quo, until 

His Excellency Sir Arthur K ennedy, the Governor­

General, paid his first visit to this part of the coast. 

During thi::; ti.ne, howe-ve'r, many small marauding 

expeditions 'vere taken for the express purpose of 

plunder by each contending army. . One or more 

small, unprotected villages generally fell within their 

reach, and cold-blooded murder, with the plunder 

of a few trifling arhcles, was the result of their 

midnight raid. Engagements at sea were not un-

" Reply through 'Admiuistratol' of the Gold Coast in Dispatch 
No. 116, d"ted 28tq February, 1870. 
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frequent. Sometimes canoe from one Dutch settle­

ment were waylaid and attacked, their content 

pillaged, and the men taken as prisoners; another . 

time, a number of fishing ca.noe of the Fantees 

would suddenly make to and attack the same or Ie s 

number of Dutch fish canoes. The result of these 

mimic engagements were invariably in favour of 

the former parties. 

His Excellency Sir Arthur K ennedy, Governor­

in-Chief, arriyed at Cape Coast on the 27th Octo­

ber, lS68, in H .:JI.S. (( Lee," and immediately took 

measures to make himself thoroughly acquainted 

with the subject of dispute between the EngliJl and 

Dutch Fantees, and then proceeded to adopt the 

most feasible method of putting a stop the mis­

understandi~g. He repaired to Elmina, and with 

Governor Boers;' com-ened a meeting of both Dutch 

and native authorities. He informed them that, 

being well acquaiuted frOID documentary and other 

evidences of all the PI'OS and cons of the quarrel 

between the Dutch and English Fautees, he had 

personally appeared before them not to discuss the 

point in dispute, but to arrange matters amicably 

$ Dutch Governor of Elmina. 
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between them, and th~refore proposed, ill a most 

statesmanlike manner, that in consequence of the 

exchange of territory between the two civilized 

Governments on the Coast, which had led to a 

great change in the political position of the neigh­

bouring inuependent tribe, viz., Ashantee, it-behoved 

the people on the sea-coast to be united in one 

comllon bond for mutual support, offensive and 

defensive. A treaty based on these conditions was 

the only means by which a lasting peace could be 

secured to the countries under British and Dutch 

Protectorate. The tali, fine, majestic figure of Sir 

Arthur Kennedy, with his silvery locks, urbanity of 

manners, decisive and rather imperious tone, struck 

tho natives with a sort of veneration or reverential 

awe, and brought vividly into their recollection the 

like stateliness of Sir Charles McCarthy, who was 

killed at the battle of Essamacow. The Elmina 

chiefs retired from the council chamber to consult and 

frame a fitting reply to H is E xcellency's proposaL 

The Dutch Governor, perhaps observing the effect of 

the earnest appeal of the Governor-General on the 

Elmimt' king and chiefs, sent one of his officers to 

join them in their consultation, and so to dictate 

to them what reply suitable to the wishes of the 
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Dutch , Governor they should retul'll. The chiefs 

refused in toto to ally themselves offensively and 

defensively with the English Fantees and give up 

paying tribute to Ashantee, and they further stated' 

plainly that they prefened the friendship of the 

latter nation. 

Sir ArthUl: Kennedy now denounc.ed their conduct 

and that of the Dutch authorities as being open to 

the gravest reprehension, and then retired from the 

council hall, and embarked soon afterwards fQr 

Cape Coast. H e informed the chiefs of F antee 

of the result of his interference, and told them that 

they were at liberty to undertake any expedition 

against the Dutch Fantees.'~ 

• In November, 1868, a Memorial, setting forth the state and 
feelings of the conntry, drawn Dp by Wm. Cleaver, Esq., agent of 

. "Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy, was intended to have been preseuted to 
Sir Arthur Kennedy, C.B., Governor-in-Chief of the W est African 
Settlements, but which, unfortunately, was ·not forwarded; but as 
It treated on points of great interest with respect to the transfer oi 
territory, I shall here qnote it verbatim et literatim:-

" The Memorial of the kings, chiefs, O;c., of Her Majesty's posses­
sions on the Gold Coast-Respectfully showeth:-

" That the convention between Her Majesty and the King of the 
Netherlands for an interchange of territory on the Gold Coast of 
Airica, signed at London) March 5, 1867, has produced most 
disastrous re~ults to your Memorialists, involving sacrifice 'of hnman 
life and the peace of the conntry at present and formerly connected 
with your Excellency'S Government. 
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Since the defeat of £he Accras in the Trans­

voltine expedition and the peace proclamation of 

Governor Blackhall, the eastern district had re­

mained in a state of the most turbulent confusion: 

small fights had occasionally taken place, men, women, 

and children were caught and beheaded, trade was 

stopped, and in tact every thing had been in utter 

confusion and dismay. The arrival of Sir Arthur 

Kennedy on the 10th November waS hailed with 

joy. H e had several interviews with the chiefs and 

merchants relative to the disturbances at the V olta. 

Whilst at Accra he was met by Captain Glover, 

who arrived in his steamer the" Eyo. " This inde­

fatigable Governor of Lagos, whose indomitable 

" Tbat your :Memorialists protesteu against tbe cession by Rer 
:Majesty of all Driti~b furts. possessions, and rigbts oi sovereignty or 
jll!'!> lictillu which ,he posso,sea on the Gold Coast to the westward 

of the mouth of the Sweet Riler, for tbat the people of the aforesaid 
territory have, from time immemorial, beeu allies of your Memo­

rialists against all enemies, and fought with tbem against tbe 
Ashantecs by the aid of Rer Majesty's troops with success . 

•. That the people to the westward of tbe Sweet River aforesaid, 
enjoying the protection and patronage of Rer Majesty, also pro­
tested against the convention • 

.. That yonr Memorialists and their allies were b hostilities with 
the Ashante.es at the date of the couvention, and tbat no settlement 
of their difficnlties has yet been arranged . 

•. That the protests of your Memorialists and others concerned 
were ignored, and tbnt the Dutch Government commenced coercive 
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perseverance and real hard work has raised that 

infant colony to the state of progre siv-e civilization 

which confers great .credit on him, left soon after-

measures against the people iormerly nnder Her Majesty's protec­

tion; consequently your ::Jemorialist~, ill accordancc with the t erms 

of their alliance, immediately proceeded to the assi~tauce of their 

allies, and, for injuries reCoiled, determined (0 compel the people of 

the Dutch to join the alliance of all the pOllers somh of the Ri,er 

Prah against further inl3sions or eucro~chmeuts of thc .Ashautee~. 

ITeuce the dillicultie~ IIhich, np to tbe present tillle, huYe baffled all 

the exertions of the officers admin.istering Her :Jlajesty's Gm'eru­
ment. 

"That the Dutch Goycrnment has for many years past paid 

tribnte annually to the E:ing of the "\.shantees, and beeu strong-Iy 

allied to that power, which in peaceful tiUlCS supplicll slm'es to the 
D utoh GOleroment, IIho sLippell them to J a,a. 

" That during the ..l.shautee iU13sions against your :Jlemorialists 
and their allies, the people under the Dutch GOlcrnwent huve pro­

posed neutrality. But during the liar of l S~± they betra:cll the 

trust of your :JIelllorialists anll SOllle of their people to Elwina for 

safety. The property, consisting of gold dust, gold oruaments, ~c., 

"as never rcturned; some of the people lIere killed . :md others sold 
as slm'es, From tLat time your ?lIemoriulists nnd their ailies Lave 
always mistrusted the people under Dutch rule. and had good 

reason to believe that they assisted tbe .lshun(ees lIith munitions of 

war during hostilities, anll further suspectell them of intrigues lIith 
t hat power. 

" That tbe DutcL possessions on tbe Golll Const, up to the date 
of the con,ention, were insignificant comparell to those of H er 

Majesty. The DutcL possessed no inland territory. while ITer 

:MajllSty's possessions extended nortb, east, and west of the Dutch, 
confiBing tbem to the seaboard. 

" 'That your :\Ieruorialists, haxing represented the insignificance of 
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wards for the Volta, and succeeded in crossing the 

bar of the river with his steamer, which is the first 

that has ever entered it. This movement, important 

the Dutch possessions, beg your Excellency to consider the nnplea­

sant relations of tbe people of those places witb your Memorialists 

in time of invasion of their country by tbe .Ashantees . .At such a time 

it would be most embarrassing to bave to contend with an enemy in 
tbe rear. . 

"Tbat your Excellency is acquainted with the importance of the 

aJliancc of all tbe people under both Governments against the 

.Asbantees. .And your Memorialists hoped yonr endeavonrs to 

arrange it on the occasion of your last visit to the seat of til is 

Government and tbat of tbe Dntch (viz., Elmina) would be success­

ful; but, nnfortunately, your Memorialists were disappointed. 

" They fully expected your Excellency would be successful, for 

tbey had reason to believe the Elminas and otbers were at last 

willing to join the alliance, and believe tley would bave done so 

but for tbe opposition of the Dutch Government. 

" Tbat tbe oppositiou of the Dutch Government to an alliance of 

tbeir people with your ~emorialists and otbers emanates from theil' 

connexion with the .A.shantee power, who supply slaves for export 

as aforesaid. 

" Thnt the people 1I'ho now refuse to become our allies are con­

nected 1I'ith us by family ties; and, from tbe close proximity of tbe 

territories of both GO\'ernment~, we are at n loss to unuerstand wby 

they continue obstiuate unless by the direction of lheir Government . 

.. That your )Iemorialists beiDg satisfied that the proposed gene­

ral alliance \"ill secure permanent peace by destroying tbe hopes or 

ambition of the .Ashantees, and being opposed to the present, or 

bitherto so-called, neutrality of the Elminas and other~, are deter­

!..lined by e.ery wean in their power to obtain tbe alliance aforesaid. 

" That up (0 the present time your lIemcrialists hare m:J.illtaioeu 

the indepenuence of their allie, ' " ,." 1I'est of the Sweet River; and. 

G 
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alike to the commerce, civilization, and the political 

and general interest of the country, changed at 

once the base of operation of the Awoonah and 

A quamboes, who saw that, if they would continue 

the fight, they must do so far in the interior. Sir 

Arthur, after remaining eight days at Accra, joined 

Captain Glover in the river Volta, convened a 

meeting of the contending parties, fully discus ed 

the disputed point, and on board the colonial 

steamer " E yo," in the river Volta, a treaty of 

peace was entered into, on the 13$"th day of N ovem­

ber, l86S, between the representatives of the 

A woonah and Ad8.h nations. 

in submission to your Excellency and the officers administering ITer 

Majesty's Governmeut on tbe Gold Coast, your [emorialists hare 

refrained from enforcing tbeir determination of compelling the people 

under the Dutch Government to join tbe alliance, in the bope that 
this object may be gained without further bloodshed. 

" That your Memorialists submit that a grievous error has been 
committed by the high contracting parties to tbe convention of 

March 5, 1S6/- first, by baving failed to consult tbe people of the 
territories to be transferred before tbe convention was made; and, 

secondly, in exercising coercive measures to enforce the fulfilment 

and observance of tbe convention, wben it was kuo1"l"n by the officers 
exercising such measures that the people were opposed to it. 

"Your Memorialists now propose what appear to tbem the only 

way of rectifying the error, and settling tbe difficulties it has in· 
volved, and beg yonr Excellency to endeavour to carry out their 
proposals, which are that negotiations be at once opened for the 



LET'1;ERS ON THE GOLD COAST. 99 

It stipulated that the river Volta was to be kept 

open for aU lawful · trades; that t~ e Governor-in­

Chief should be umpire in all difference or dispute, 

whose decision should be final and binding upon 

both parties ; that the allies be called upon to lay 

down their arms, and consolidate the peace thus 

formed. 

After the exploration of the river, and when 

Captain Glover had completed his soundings, they 

,veighed anchor, and left for Lagos. The Aquamboes 

and A shantees, the most troublesome of the allies, 

were not represented in the meeting. About a week 

purchase of the Dutch settlements on the Gold Coa;t by Her 

Majesty's Colonial Government. 

" Your Memorialists further submit that the Dutch Government, 

being at once and for ever debarred from obtaioiog slaves from 

Ashantee, will have no object in maintaining their possessions, for 

your :Memorialists are not aware that the commercial rdations of 

the Dutch with their settlements are of any Yalue, and the fact of 

their decline is patent . 

• , Y our Memorialists now beg your Excellency to eudeavour to 

carry out the prayer of this Memorial, which they consider and 

belicve will relieve their country of its present difficulties, ~d 
elevate it to the conditio"u of otber dominions of Her Majesty. 

Otherwise, they fear the whole country will be hopelessly involved in 

the horrors of war for an indefinite period, to the deuiment- of Her 

Majesty's interests as well as those of your :Memorialists . 

.. And your )lemorialists, as in duty bouuu, ",ill ever pray. 

, . GOLD C OAST, , rEST AFIUCA, .Yonmbo· 1868." 

G 2 
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after the signing of the treaty. the Aquilmboe", 

with some Ashantee marauder,;, ngorously attacked 

Creepee, a flourishing commercial protince do ely 

allied to Accra, and committed se,ere bloodshed. 

They stopped the na,igation of the Yolta; the 

Ashantee army attempted the inn ion of the pbins 

of Crobboe; cold-blooded murder, plunder, and all 

its concomitant mischief continued until Februar:,-, 

when the Acting Administrator, Mr. Simpson, landed, 

on the 15th, at Accra. He held a meeting on the 

nex.t and follo·wing days with the kings, chief, and 

leading merchants, as well as others of the commu­

nity, who informed him of the continued messages 

from Akim, Crobboe, Aquapim, Creepee, and 

Agotins; that the Ashantees haa poured large 

forces into Aquamboe and Creepee, an that they 

required help from them. On the ~.uh he left the 

coast for the disturbed district in the interior, in 

order to see and judge for himself the real condition 

of affairs. On the-.6th he arrived at Odumassie, in 

the province of Crobboe, whence he sent for the 

King of Aquamboe, who flatly refused compliance 

with his request. He proceeded to Aquamboe him­

self to meet the king in his own territory. He ,,-as 

at first well receiy",d, and both the king and chiefs 

gave him all a8Sluance that his mission would be 
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successfuL Grand palaver meetings were held, 

where the Acting Administrator, in eloquent and 

convincing language, expatiated on the blessings and 

adyantages of peace. The king and chiefs apparently 

became com-erted or coincided with the truth of his 

argument, and eagerly signed a treaty of peace drawn 

up by him. 11:1'. Simpson immediately wrote a dis­

patch full of confidence to the Chief Civil Com­

mandant of Accra, to proclaim to the merchants, 

kings, chiefs, and all the people that peace was 

e3ta,blisbed; that the highway to the interior, the 

Yolta, was opened for legitimate trade; that he 

would be at Addah on the 12th inst., where he 

would expect to meet the merchants with their mer-· 

chandize, to accompany him up the Volta as far as 

Kpong, thus to prove that peace was really 

established. H e at the same time ordered a 

puncheon of nm1 and t!('enty pieces of ?)wr'ee chintzes 

as a dash to the kings and chiefs of Aquamboe. 

The inhabitants of Accra one and all were in­

dignant at the receipt of the proclamation, and lost 

aU confidence in the tact and negotiating power of 

Mr. ",impson. 

Haying completed his business with the high 

dignitaries of Aquamboe, who drank heartily to his 

health, he informed them that he was now about to 
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return to tue coast. They received the mes age, but 

quietly informed him that he and his parties were 

their prisoners. They then called a ecret council, 

and had a prolonged discussion as to the advis­

ability of decapitating the whole of them. The 

same night they put fire to the low grass hut where 

he and his party were sleeping; fortunately, how­

ever, they escaped unhurt. 

About this time there were about 5,000 

A shantee troops at Aquamboe, and Mr. Simpson, 

either from diplomacy or frC?m common civility, paid 

marked attention to the general in command. Mr. 

Simpson was made a state prisoner for five days, 

and the Aquamboes were determined either to 

detain him and his party as their prisoners, and 

send them to Coomassie, or to execute them. The 

latter determination prevailed in council; but this 

was opposed and ultimately ovenuled by the 

Ashantee General, who said that it was impossible 

for the Governor of the Gold Coast to travel in 

such a mean costume and so badly attended, with­

out retinue and without any insignia of power, but 

t,hat th~ prisoner ' before them must be only an 

adventurer, and in search of omething to do. That 

they had no palaver whatever with any white man, 

consequently they should allow him to depart. His 
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wise advice, backed as it was with his 5,000 troops, 

prevailed, and Mr. Simpson was allowed to leave. 

These pro~eedings, my L ord, which might have 

led to very serious consequences, I consider as Buffi-· 

ciently instructive to men in power, who are very 

fond of giving great imp~rtance to treaties signed 

by native chiefs. The people of Accra have been 

systematically . abused for always contending that 

treaties made by each successIve G{)vern.?r and Go­

vernor-in-Chief were not worth more than the paper 

on which they were written, unless backed ,by a 

sufficiency of moral force. Whilst the Aquamboes 

were signing fro Simpson's treaty of pea~e they 

had, at the very same time) a d~sign on his life; 

they signed his treaty one day and 'made him a state 

prisoner the next, I am obliged to admit that on 

this coast the French are far superior to us in the 

making of treaties "With the natives. \ Whils£ we 

bring the chiefs to reason after long palavering and 

pleasant phraseology, the French bring them to 

reasop at the point of the bayonet; this treaty they 

respect and keep, the other they laugh at and break.' 

I have the honour to be, my L ord, 

Your Lordship'S most obedient Servant, 

J . A. B. HORTON, M.D. 
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LETTER No. VII.* . 

TO THE RIGHT RO:'\". E.dRL GR:L\\ILLE, 1>:..G., D.C.L .. 

SECRETARY OF ST..lTE FOR THE COLO~1ES, 

&c., &c., &c. 

My L ORD, 

THE CASTLE, CAPE COAST, 

February 12, 1870. 

r n the ",estern district of the Gold 

Coast affairs with the D lltch territory continued 

most unsatisfactory. On the 30th D ecember, 1868, 

a party of Dutch soldiers from Elmina attacked 

Aggo;afful, a village of Fantee, situated about ten 

miles from El.qlina; they were driven back, the 

sergeant in command killed, seven prisoners and 

three breech-loading rifles captured, as well as five 

wo~en, who were employed as carrier~. These 

small skirmishes are of very frequent occurrence in 

the Fantee villages in close proximity with Elmina. 

After the attack of Elmina by· the Fantees in 

:May, 1868, the inhabitants became dissatisfied with 

the conduct of their Governor, and were determined 

• Reference in Dispatch to Sir Arthur Kennedy, Xo. 126, dated 
Jfarch 29, 1870. As to future correspondence ou the subject, lli. 
U ssher's letter, dated May 1. 
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to have him recalled. They, therefore, dispatched a 

deputation to Holland, consisting ~ of one Dutch 

officer and a native merchant of intelligence, Mr. 

George Emissang, to give full information to the 

:Mini ter of the Colonies of the exact state in which 

they had been placed, and to request adequate assist­

ance from the Dutch Government. Colonel Boers, 

the Governor, was recalled, and Colonel N agtglas, 

who had served out here for a considerable number 

of ye, ... rs as Dutch Military Officer, and afterwards 

as Governor, but had retired on a handsome 

pension, was sent out as a Royal Commissioner 

with extensive powers. 

Immediately after his arrival, about the latter 

part of May, 1869, a mest unfortunate affair oc­

curred, which had a very disastrous effect on the' 

prestige of the Dutch on the whole Gold Coast. 

About this tim~ the Dutch man-of-war" Amstel " 

anchored off the town of Commendab. A boat, 

manned by two officers and nine marines, was sent 

to ply near the shore, take soundings, and endea­

vour to find out the mouth of a river which was 

shown in an old chart in the possession of the 

captain. The boat by some mishap got amongst 

the breakers, a heavy roller struck her on her beam 
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end and capsized her, the boat was washed a hore, 

the senior officer and five of the crew were drowned, 

and the rest escaped. 

The Oommendahs, on seeing the boat tanding 

ashore from the vessel, were on the alert, and 

lay in ambush observing their movements, sus­

pecting some mischievous intentions on .the part 

of the ship's crew. They observed the capsize, 

and on the five men being washed ashore, 

they opened fire on them, and closing in, fell 

on them. One of the crew was wounded, and 

three surrendered without resistance; the fifth 

foolishly made a bold staud against .them, aud 

his fate was sealed by a heavy blow from the 

butt end of a musket. The 00mmenda11s remo,ed 

them into the interior, where the wounded man 

subsequently died. They then sent to the F antee 

Oonfederation to inform them of what had hap­

pened, who sent immediate in tluctions that the 

prisoners should be treated with great kindness and 

attention. 

Oolonel N agtglas communicated with the Acting 

Administrator on the circumstances of the case, and 

a'3ked Mr. Simpson to use his influence with the 

natives to get the prisoners restored. He imme · 
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cliately sent the Acting' Collector of Customs and 

Mr. J ames Davies, of Cape Coast, to Quissie Croom, 

where they were imprisoned. The Commendahs 

refused to deliver them up, and they received 

instructions from the Confederation not to deliver 

them up unless a sufficient ransom was paid by the 

Dutch Goyernment. 

The H on. George Blankson, a native merchant 

of Anamaboe, of great influence, and a member of 

the L egislative Council, was dispatched to Quissie 

Croom, in Commendah Bush, where the unfor­

tunate prisoners were held, as the representative 

of the British Government; and the Fantee Con­

federation s<;mt Mr. John Hammond and their 

ecretary, Mr. George Blankson, junior, to repre­

sent them. A council was held, and the agents of 

the Confederation, as well as the principal chiefs 

of Commendah, demanded a ransom of 800 OZfl. 

gold dust, or £3,200 currency; the British envoy, on 

behalf of the Dutch Government, offered them £100 

sterling, which they stoutly refused. After long 

palavering and sundry reductions, the Confederation 

accepted 300 ozs. gold dust, or £1,200 currency, as 

the price of their redemption. On the guarantee 

of the British representative, two of the prisoners 
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were sent down first, and the other was held a a 

hostage until the contract should be fulfilled. 

Colonel N agtglas, attended by Ca.ptain Le J eune, 

his aide-de-camp, came to Cape Coast in person to 

pay the amount. H e travelled by land ; on cros ing 

the Sweet River, when on British ground, he ,,'as es­

corted by 34 soldiers of the 1st W est India R egiment, 

and was received at Cape Coast with the honours 

clue to his high position. The amount was paid . to 

the agents of the Fantee Confederation, the hostage 

was delivered up; and after remaining five days, 

his Excellency and suite e"rn.barked on board the 

" .Amsel " war-ship for Elmina amidst the infuriated 

rage of the ol ?l'OAAO I. 

The prisoners detailed shocking acts of Larbarity 

committed on them by the Commendahs during 

their imprisonment. They were depri\ed of their 

clothes, and made to sleep on straw; they had their 

heads shaved as 'convicts; the sailor who was killed 

had his head and hands taken oft' and carried into 

the interior as trophies; t.he skin of the head was 

removed and used as a mask over the head and face 

of the surviving officer. When, }lO"IIeVer, the Com­

mendahs were enjoined by the Confederation to 

treat them carefully, they' ceased any further mo-
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lestation. The redemption took place early On 

.:r, July, 1869. 

The F antee Confederation wa satisfied with the 

conduct of the Commendahs, and from the day of the 

exchange have persistently refused to acknowledge 

the Dutch flag, and have employed every stratagem 

to exorcise it from the province of Commendah. 

The Dutch ·Government were terribly annoyed at 

the melancholy circumstances which had caused 

them so many lives and so much money; and their 

subjects were determined at all hazard to expatriate 

all British Fantees, either by fair or foul means, 

from the Dutch territory. All the newly-trans­

felTed British subjects were regarded with great 

su;;picion, as having some connection with the 

Fantee Confederation. 

One of the districts handed over to the Dutch 

by the English Government wa, Dixcove, the most 

fiourishing commercial town of Ahanta. Soon after 

the Elmina. "war, one _-1 ppah E ssrifi, :111 Elminan, 

endeavoured to stir up the Dutch inhabitants of 

Bousnah to dellland for the purpose of execution 

the delivery of all the Fantee of Dixcove. The 

demand ,yas lllude, but being refused by the kings 

and chiefs of Dixcove, this bloodthirsty indi-
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vidual went to W otopoh, a Dutch town in the 

neighbourhood of Boutry, where four natives of 

Cape Coast had resided peaceably for severa'! years 

as a",o-riculturists, ~ught them, and would h~ve 
executed them, were it not for the timely inte~­

ference of the chiefs, their friends.· He, however, 

sold the whole of them as slaves. 

The last affair at Commendah set the Elminas 

and all the Dutch native inhabitants in open hos­

tility against the I'ixcoveans, whose only crime 

was that they had been English, and were, conse­

quently, suspected of possessing sympathy with the 

Fantee Confederation. They, therefore, meditated 

the destruction of Dixcove, as its inhabitants 

showed, without open demonstration, a decided 

antipathy against the Dutch flag. 

About the 6th June, 1869, the El;:llnas residing 

at Bousnab, about three miles from Dixcove, 

ought a serf (pawn) of the principal native mer­

c~ant of Dixcove, a native of Cape Coast, who 

had gone to a rivulet of the same name (Bousnah) 

to fish; this place was years ago under the Dutch 

flag by conquest. They were determined to kill 

him, but the Dutch Commandant residing at Dix­

cove, Mr. A Ivarez, being prevailed upon by the 
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Dixcoveans, reluctantly rescued him from the 

Bousnahs. They told Mr. Alvarez that the man 

had done notlling, but, being a Fantee and a British 

subject, they, in retaliation for what the Com­

mendahs had done, were determined to kill him. 

:;\Ir. Alvarez, as it is reported, on hearing this, 

.justified their acts, and told them plainly that had 

they put the pa\\ll to death he would have said 

nothing to them, but since he was still alive he was 

bound to give him protection. 

On the return of Mr. Alvarez to Dixcove, he 

held a meeting in the large Palaver Hall, in 

the fort, with the kings, chiefs, elders, and 

merchants of DixcQve, and proclaimed an order, 

wherein he insisted that not any of the in­

habitants of or British subjects residing at Dix­

cove should go to any of the Dutch towns and 

provinces by which they were surrounded, without 

wearing a proper insignia that he or she was a Dutch 

subj~ct-viz., a miniature Dutch flag attached to 

the end of their cloth, or on some conspicuous part 

of their dress-without which he, the Commandant, 

would not be responsible for the lives of the parties 

who thus left themselves open to be murdered. 

Things remained in this disquieting state until 
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the .. 12th June, 1869, a .week after the Bousnah 

affair; but rumours were afloat that the Dutch 

~...: G9.YernoLhad supplied all the Ahant¥, with the 

exception of the Dixcoveans, with ammunition. 

On Saturday, the 12th, Mr. Alvarez demanded that 

all the ammunition in the stores of the merchants, 

especially. Mensah Cooma,h, a native merchant who 

had acquired' immense wealth during th6 English 

rule, should be :removed into the {ort; but they re­

fused compliance with this str3.!lge demand, and the 

result was the bombardment and destruction of the 

flourishing little toWn of Dixcove, formerly English, 

but now Dutch. 

It appears that there' was a tp,cit understanding 

between the Dutch Commandant and t e Ahantas 

around Dixcove, for, on Monday, the 14th, two 

days after the refusal of the Dixcoveans to deliver 

up their ammunition, at eight a.m. the town of IJix­

cove was invaded by the Bousnahs and other Dutch 

Ahantas. Mr. Alvarez gave the signal for their 

advance, by opening fire from his heavy ordnance 

on the ramparts of the fort upon the town.' The 

Dixcoveans sallied out, and by their impetuous 

charges checked the progress of the Ahantas. and 

between five and six o'clock' p.m. drove them back, 
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On their return to the town Mr. Alvarez opened a 

murderous fi re on them, drove them into the bush, 

cannonaded the respectable houses, set fire to the 

town, laid it waste, and the next day handed it over 

to the Dutch soldiers and the Abanta army to be 

pillaged and saoked. ~ 

I have the honour t o be, my L ord, 

Y our Lordship's most obedient Servant, 

J . A. B. H ORTON, M.D . 

• T be following is a faithful account of the position, commer· 

cial origiu and value, as well as the destruction of Dixcove, pub. 

lished by Mr. A. SWIUlZY, of L ondon:-

" D i'"I;cove, situated in lat. 5 K., long. 2' 30' IV., bas long been 

known to traders as a commercial town. but it is only within the 

lnst 1hirty·fi,e years that its trade has been of any great importance. 

About the year 1833, roy brother, the late ~r. Frank Swanzy, 

settled at Dixco,e. and commenced business witb tbe neighhouring 

people, lnrg;ely dereloping tb~ resources of tbe district, and in· 

creasing tbe comfort and well·being of tbe inhabitants. Be r esided 

tbere for about twel,e years. and, as commandant and mcgistrate, 

succeeded in presernng p~ace and administering justice with littl e 

or no expense to the Britisb GOl€rnment. In 1845 Th. Frank 

Swanzy left Dixco,e, and I went to reside there, and for two years 

carried ou bO$iues5 and acted as magistrate, &c., and from that 

time to J une, 1869, tbe business tbus commenced in 1833 has been 

carried on, to the great benefit of the people. and with profit to 

myseJi, all the best houses in DUCOH haYing been bnilt by my 

correspondents. 

H 
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"For certain financial reasons a treaty was entered into between 

the British and Dutch Governments, by which it was agreed that 

on the 1st J nnnary, 1 6 , the whole coast line west of Elmiu~ 

shonld be transferred to the D lltch flag, and Dixcove, which :01' 

o,er 150 years had been nnder British protection, was included in 

the transfer. This treaty was made and carrie,l out without consider­

ing the wishes of the natives or the interests of British traders. 

" Knowing the difficulty in reco,ering debts in the Dutch settle­
ments, I resolved in redncing my credits at D ixcove, and established 

a factory instead. W ith this object I pnrchased a house, and my 

agent placed in charge of my business there a .}fr. W. E . am, a 
native of Cape Coast, who had been some time previously in my 
service. }fl'. Sam carried on at Dixcove a large and profitable 

business, paying large duties to the Dutch Government, and con­

forming in e'>ery respect to the laws nnd regulations laid down 

by it. 
"Early in June last Mr. Sam heard that an attack on the town 

of Dixcove was likely to 9,e made by the inhabitants of Bushwn, 
Boutry, and other Dutch towns, aud he consequently wrote to my 

agent at Cape Coast, Mr. William Cleaver, begging him to come 
up and take all possible measures to prc'>ent the attack, and save 

my property. :lir. Cleaver made the conteuts of this letter 1:nown 

to Colonel :\fagtglas, his :\fetherlands Majesty's Commissioner on the 

Gold Coast, and was assured by him that he need be under no ahlrm, 
and that he intended to remove Mr. Alvarez from his post o.s com­
mander of Dixcove. 

"On the 12th J une Mr. Alvarez gave orders that all munitions 
of war should be removed to Dixcove Fort, and Mr. Q. ~Iensah, 

the principal native merchant of the place, refused to deliver up 
his gunpowder to Th. Alvarez, when the latter said he would send 
for Bushwa (or Bossnah) people to come and fight against the 

people of Dixcove; and on Mr. Mensah's persisting in retaining his 
gunpowder, Mr. Alvarez sent one of the D utch landing waiters, in 

company with Mr. Sam, to tell him that if he did not deli vel' up his 
gunpowder he would seek the interference of Bushwa people to 
compel him to do so. But Mr. Mensah, believing that an attack 
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00 Dixcove was imminent, and that mnlliiions of war had been 

snpplied by the Dutch Government to the people of Boutry, &c., 

refused to give up his only means of defence. Mr. Sam used his 

utmost efforts to conciliate both parties, offering large secnrity in 

my name to the -commandant (Mr . .Alvarez) that Mr. Mensah 

sbould not sell or nse his gunpowder without the consent of :Mr. 

Alvarez. 

"On Sunday, the 13th J une, Dixcove was surronnded by.Ahanta 

peoplc, including tbe people of Bushwa, Boutry, &c., and Mr. Sam 

used cvery effort to prevent bloodshed, offering to send large 

presents to the principal .Ahanta chief to conciliate him; hut Mr. 

Alvarez refused his intercession. Ou Sunday evening, at a late 

hour, :.\Ir. Alvarez offered to perroi t Mr. Sam to reroove my pro­

perty into Dixcoye Fort, promising to write to ~lr. Sam to that 

effect Qn the following morning- a promise which, however, he never 

fulfilled. Dnder nny circumstances, the oifer was too late, as it 

was impossible to remove my propert.y before the attack commenced ; 

and ~Ir. Sam distrusted Th. Alvarez- a distrust showed by the Rev. 

Mr. L l1illg, as stated iu his nffiuavit-as the fort was filled ~i~h 

people inimical to Dixcore. Moreover, as my stores were imme­

wl1tely uuder the fort walls, Mr. Almrez could bave protected my 

property without remo,iog it bad he so desired. 

" Ou ~lonuay morning )[1'. Alvarez calleu at my factory, accom­

panicd by a chief, anu told lrr. Sam, in tbe presence of severn.! 

witnesses, that all was settled. ~Ir. Alvarez tben had a glass of 

wine and retumeL! to tbe fort. In about (L quarter of an bour froro 

tbo time the Commanuuut left my factory, Dixcove was attacked on 

ull sitlcs; anL! tbe COlllmanL!ant at first positi,ely refused to iuterfcre 

to ]lrercnt the attack, but afterwards ngreeu to accompany Mr. 
alll to tbe scene of action. \Vben, howevcr, his soldiers refused to 

go with him. he marcllCd back to tbe fort. ~Ir. Sam went alone to 

tho scene of action, oUlI begged tue people of Dixcove not to firc, 

doio~ nil he coolu to prevent bloodshed . 

.. Tile figllt commenced about eight o'clock A.M., and doring its 

continuance the guns of Dixco,e Fort, placed tbcre for tbe protrc­

lion of the town ond people, were used for their destruction ,tbe 
H ~ 
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very first shot fired passed through my house and the ball lodged 

in the piazzi). The guns con tinned at intervals playing on the 

town, setting part of it on fire. Whether these guns were fired by 

the orders of Mr. Alvarez or contrary to them I am unable to say, 

and I leave the alternative to be appreciated by his superiors. 

Notwithstanding this disadvantage the Dixcove people kept back 

their enemies, although trained soldiers, armed with breech-loading 

rifles, were among the latter; but on the Dixcove people returning 

to the town abont five or six o'clock P.M., the fort g nns again 

were used agairu:."i; them, and, unable to resilt such a destructive 

fire, they retired to the bush about dusk. 

"On the following day (Tuesday, the 15th June) the people of 

Bushwa and Bontry, &c., having no enemies within reacb, pro­

ceeded to plunder and destroy all the property found in the town ; 

and this was done in the presence of Mr. Alvarez, who stutes in hi;; 

affidavit that he told the people not to plunder my property, and I 

therelore infer that he made no effort to stop the general pillage. 

" The value of the property stolen was ' very great, consisting of 

palm oil. A large quantity of cotton goods and all the gold on 

hand were taken from my house, and some portions of my property 

were carried into the fort. 

" The Dutch native troops participated in the plunder; one of 

my servants, Mr. I saac R uhle, a native of Elminu, having actually 

purchased from a soldier in Dixcove Fort two pieces of cotton 

goods with my name on them; but on Mr" Ruhle being recognized 
by a corporal the goods were taken from him. 

"Moreover, some cotton goods stolen from Dixcove WCl"e landed 

at Elmina from a canoe (which 1 beli"-ve to have been ODe of my 

canoes), and were there taken possession of by Dutch soldiers or 

constables. Again, Mr. Cleaver informed Colouel Xagtgle.s that 

the supercargo of a Dutch vessel, then in Elruina roads, had pnr­

chased a considerable quantity of my goods at less tban one-third 

the nsual price; and yet Colonel ~ agtglas, as far as I know, took 

no steps to ascertain the fact, but stated that all the plundered 

property was removed to the bush. 

"The iron safe, in which was a large amount in gold dust, was 
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found broken open and empty, close to Dixcove Fort, all my books 

being also taken away or destroyed. 
" Haring stated the principal facts connected with this disgrace­

ful outrage-facts which I believe can be completely substantiated­
I feel sure the Government of his Majesty the King of the T ether­
lands will, without delay, institute a strict inquiry into all the 
circumstances attending it, and after making due reparation for 
losses already snstained, will take measures to prevent any repetition 

of such wholesale destrnction of life and property in their Gold 
Coast settlements. 

"A. SWANZY. 

" 122, Cannon-street, London, Sept. 30, 1869." 
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LETTER No. VIII. 

TO THE RIGHT HON. EARL GRANVILLE, KG., D.C.L., 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLO~IES, 
&c., &0., &c. 

. My LORD, 

TElE CasTLE, CAPE COaST, 

March 12, 18iD . 

The bombardment and destruction of 

Dixcove was by no means a happy event for the in­

habitant~ of the whole Gold Coast, inasmuch as it 

created a feeling of universal distrust in the breast 

of eve!y individual member of the Gold Coast Pro­

tectorate, and confirmed the opinion which they had 

formed of the pernicious effects of the transfer of 

territory, and the handing over of subj cts attached 

to the £lag of England by tradition and universal 

appreciation and predilection to the Dutch, with 

whom they can never be reconciled. 

Just before this bombardment, on the 12th June, 

1869, Captain Pieter Willen Alvarez, Dutch Com­

mandant, went round the town of Dixcove, with 

armed soldiers, and took an account of all the gun­

powder in the merchants' stores, and placed a guard 

upon every house supposed to contain it. The mer-
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chants having refused to deliver over to him their 

munitions of war, Captain Alvarez, who evidently 

was in league with the Ahantas, destroyed the town. 

The people of Dixcove, who have had a filial 

regard for the British Government, rushed down to 

Government House at Cape Coast, and laid their 

complaints to the Administrator, requesting him to 

interfere aDd compel the Dutch Government to give 

them ample redress for the losses they had sus­

tained. The factory of Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy 

was broken into (vide Appendix No.2), and 

property to th,e amount of £7,998 9s. 7d., for which 

he claims compensation, stolen. His Excellency 

Governor N agtglas accounted for the supply _ 

of ammunition to the Ahantas around Dixcove 

from information which he had received that King 

Affo, in command of the Wassaws, had intended to 

invade their telTitory (Dutch Ahanta), and that they 

were to be assisted by the inhabitants of Dixcove. 

He expressed his surprise that, during the attack of 

Dixcove by the Abantas, assisted by tbe Dutch 

regular forces from the fort of Boutry (who were 

armed with breech-loading rifles), and the bombard­

ment by the Fort, the Wassaws did not come to the 

assistance of the Dixcoveans. Adequate measures 
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"\Iere not, however, taken to prove whether these 

rumours "\Iere based on fact before this ruthless de­

struction of life and property t ook place. 

Whilst these proceedings "\Iere going on along 

the sea-coast, a movement "which llill remain im­

mortal in the annals of the Gold Coa t "\las being 

prosecuted at Coomassie, the capital of Ashantee. 

At the death of Quacoe Duah, late King of 

Ashantee, messengers "\Iere ent to all the allie of 

the kingdom to inform them of the fact, and each 

messenger, as he delivered the awful new, "\las 

quickly dispatched into the unknown "\Iodd to attend 

upon the deceased monarch. In this case a me sage 

"\las sent to the King of Elmina, "\Iho received the 

mournful news with great lamentation, and di­

patched the unfortunl1te t eller to the reglon of spirits. 

Soon afterwards he sent one of his chiefs, Anelor by 

name, to the Court of Coomassie to condole with the 

nation for their loss, and to assist in the funeral 

obsequies. After completing his mission, the 

present King of Ashantee sent him bl1ck escorted 

by seveml hundred armed men, under command of 

Chief Atjiempon, the brother of the late king, by 

route of A 6wen (Awowen), with a message to the 

king of that place to permit them to pass through 
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his territory. After passing through ADwen, one of 

the chiefs of the Amantiful territory detained him 

for nearly four months. A great many of the camp 

followers returned. From Amantiful they marched 

to Asinee, and the French Government permitted 

Atjiempon, with three hundred of his followers, to 

cross over the river Asinee to Appolonia. _IU 

Appolonia Atjiempon seems not to have taken that 

reckless and bloody fit which marked his further 

progress through the Dutch Territory on the Gold 

Ooast. Leaving Appolonia, one of the newly-trans­

ferred provinces, he proceeded to Axein, a province 

which has ever belonged to the Dutch. His first 

act, through the instigation of Andor, the Elminan, 

was to cut oft' the tongue of a Fantee resident, and 

subsequently his head, in the market place, about 

300 yards from the Dutch fort. 

fter this, wherever he came, he decapitated 

every Fantee who might chance to fall into hi 

hands, so that his name carried terror and conster­

nation to the breast of every Fantee resident in the 

Dutch Territory, a.nd they were to be seen flying 

heUer-skeiter from the sea-coast into the interior 

provinces of Wassaw and Denkera to escape the 

dreadful knife of the executioner. 
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On the 14th November, Mr. Cleaver, agent for 

Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy, merchants, and Captain 

Dale of the merchant brig (( Alligator," landed at 

Axein for the purpose of trading with the natives as 

the former had oftentimes done. Atjiempon with 

the King of Axe in were determined to make them 

prisoners, cut off their heads, or compel their 

principal to p<1)" a heavy ransom for them; but the 

firmness of the Dutch Commandant, "ho it might 

be worthy of notice had English blood in him, 

coupled with the resolute stand made by Mr. 

Cleaver, prevented the carrying into effect their 

mi chievous intention. For let it be said that 

Atjiempon, before he left Coomassie, took an oath 

to kill any Englishman he might meet with. ./ 

During his bloody march through the sea-coast, 

he killed several of the Fantees whom he 

chanced to meet in the towns and villages, and at 

Tancoorah two became victims of his atrocities. 

At Secondee, where there is a Dutch fort under 

command of a Dutch officer, seven of the Fantee 

residents, who had for years resided in English and 

Dutch Seconciee, and formed connexions there, took 

refuge in the fort, and claimed the profection of 

the Dutch flag from the .• cynical butchery of the 
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bloodthirsty chief. On the arrival of Atjiempon, 

he demimded that the men should be given up, and 

accompanied his demand with force, and ultimately 

compelled the Dutch Commandant to deliver them 

up to him for the express purpose of putting them 

to death. And would it be believed that the Dutch 

Commandant actually delivered these poor victims 

to the ruthless hands of the A shantee 1 I would cry 

creclo quia impossibile est, were I not in poss.ession 

of sufficient t estim<?ny on oath to corroborate every 

t ittle of the statement.* 

• Statement of tbe Asbantee captive, Government House, 13tb 
J anuary, 1870.- Tbe Chiefs of Cape Coast, Mr. Blankson, and 
otbers, present. Q,uacoe Adjapon, captured by tbe Fantees at 
Agoonnb, and ransomed by tbe Government, came down with 
Andor (Dutcb messenger) and Atjiempon from -Coomassie. It is 

about nine montbs or nearly II year since he left. He came tbough 

Amantiful's Territory, and was detained by him at Kunjab.oe for 
four montbs. A great many Asbantees who had come went back. 
W ben tbey (At.jiernpon's party) cnme to Axein, they saw the white 
men from tbe ship. Atjiempon wanted to kill tbem, but the Dotcb 
Commnndant woold-not let tbem, but had great diJlicnlty in pre­
venting tbem. At Appolonia tbey did not molest the Fantees, bot 
at Axein, Andor (tbe Elmina messenger) told Atjiempon to kill the 
Fantee, tbere. He accordingly killed one, and put one in log. He 
did tbe same at every plaee till he came to Secondee. P revious to 
tbeir arri,01 at Secondee, be killed two at Tancoornb (Taccorary) 
Seven Fun tees were given up to Atjiernpon at Seeondee. They were 

in tbe D utcb fort; so he demanded tb~m from the Commandant, 
who eventually gave them up to him, and he killed two of them. 
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This Atjiempon- this Ta7'a avis in telTIS Hollandis 

- used the executioner's knife over the neck of two or 

three of these prisoners, besides two otht:lr natives 

of Cape Coast--viz., Enkookoo, whose nose was 

first cut off and· his jaw-bone car~ied on his horn 

and his skull on his drum, and an aged man by the 

name of Reynold, who escaped the horrible ordeal of 

torture before being murdered. The rest of the 

men escaped this awful fate through the re­

monstrance of Colonel N agtglas, the Dutch Go-

vernor. 

The news of Atjiempon's bloody march preceded 

him to Elmina, and his approach was a signal for a 

general decampment from that place of all its 

Fantee residents, even those who had taken up 

arms with the Elminas against their cOnfre1"es of the 

same nationality. At Elmina itself-where stand 

strong fortifications, bristling with five muzzle and 

breech-loading heavy cannons; where Dutch marines 

and Batavian regulars, with their improved rifles, in 

vast numbers, occupy every stronghold of the town ; 

At Secondee, the Commandant wrote to the Governor, who re­
monstrated with Atjiempon, and requested him to bring the rest to 
Elmina, which he did. 

Before me; If. T. U sBREB, Administrator. 
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where two men-of-war at her roadstead ride at 

anchor With their broadsides commanding every por­

tion of the town-even here Atjiempon's atrocious 

acts, and the voice of the dead and dying, cry loudly 

for vengeance against the civilized government of 

Holland.;' 

* The following is an acconnt of an attempt on the ille of Mr. 
W. C. FinlllSon, of Cape Coast, a creole of Jamaica (white), who 
visited Elmina early this year :-

" Hanrilton House, Cape Coast, March 26, 1870. 
" My dear H orton,-In conformity with yonr reqnest of this 

date, I send yon the following acconnt of the cowardly attack made 

on rue by the ignorant King of Elminll, aided by the barbarons and 
crud captain of Ashantee, named Atjiempon, on the I)ight of the 

12th instant, whilst on a mit to Elminn, by invitation of :Illr. 
George E. Eminsang, a member of the Dntch Legislative Conncil 
at that place. 

" I left Cape Coast on the 11th instant by the British barqne 
, Albert' (Captain Webber). On the 12th we arrived at Elmina, 
ond about four o'clock P.:I!. I landed, and proceeded to Mr. 
Eminsang's hotel. After dinner J proposed to Captain Webber 
and ;)Ir. Eminsang that we should go for a walk; and just as we 
were going out a lot of the King of Elmina's people rnshed in, and 
wauted to know what I was doing in Elmina, and desired that I 
should go to the king's bouse. Mr. Eminsang, unauthorized by me, 
told the messengers that we were going for a walk, and, as it was 
moonlight, we would can in and see the king if possible. We then 
proceeded on our walk about eight o'clock P.M. The first honse I 
visitcu WIlS the Hon. Mr. Motenor's. After being there a qnarter of 
an hour we proceeded to ~lrs. Charlotte Bartels', one of the most 
respectable lallies of Elwina. We bad not been there half an hour . 
before the same men who came to Mr. Eminsang's rushed in, and 
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Quabina 0000, a native of Sraffah, III British 

Fantee, stated amongst other things before the 

Administrator of the Gold Ooast, Mr. U ssher, and 

the chiefs and captains' of Oape Ooast, on the l oth 

January last, that six of them (Fantees) were re-

asked Mr. Eminsang why I had not come to the king's house. 
Mr. Eminsang offered some explanation, which did not seem to 
please the men, and they went away. In ten minut~s they returned, 
with an imperative order for me to proceed t.o the king's house at 
once, aud dared me to refuse at my periL I did refuse; and told them 
that I was a white man, and, what was more, I was not a Fautce, and 
consequently I would obey no one but the Governor of Elmiuo.. 
This message, I presume, waG taken to the K ing of Elmina, who, 
in less than half an hour, rushed into }frs. Bartels' house with aU 
his people, and after a few moments' silenc~ commenced to accuse 
me of writing against the Elminas in the African l';me,<, aud also 
with being secretary to the Fante.e Confederation at JlIaukessim, 
and consequently I was an enemy to the EImiuas, and that I only 
came there to act as a spy against them. I indignantly repuuiMed 
the whole of his accusatiollS, and assured him he waS in error. and 
that I never once wrote aga,inst him or his people; that all I e,cr 
wrote was in their favour. He then gave me the lie, and accom­
panied it with a lot of low vulgar Fantee abuse. I then considered 
it expedient to treat all he said with contempt. At this time the 
people began to gather in hundreds round the bouse, and at the 
hour of twelve o'clock at night a drum was sounded, which was 
the signal for a general burst of yelling and weeping IJy :til's. 
Bartels and all her people. I inquired what was the reason of aU 
this, wheu I was told that the .A.shautee captain's death-drum had 
sounded, anr] that was the signal for me to lose my head. Ny 
friend Captain Webber, who was with me, got into a fearful state 
of excitement; and I immeiliately took off my watch and chain :J.Ild 
handed it to him to keep, so that' I might at least have a fight 
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sieling at Adjuapenin, a village in close proximity to 

Elmina, and when they heard of Atjiempon's ap­

proach, they endeavoured to make their escape to 

Cape Coast in three canoes. They were chased by 

t wo canoes from Elmina; they captured the canoe 

before parting with that most necessary p(lrt of my body. In a 

few moments I saw a young, hanr150me fellow with a knife and a 

blnrlgcon. This was the executiouer; and I got up from my chair 

as he advanced to me, and, holding a good-sized stick in my hand, 

I defied him to advance . . Doring this critical moment, when all 

hope seemell to have l1ell, the bugle sounded, and in an instant a 

D utch officer stepped in the hall, with his drawn sword, and called 

out fo r me. I immediately made my exit from the savage King of 

Elmina and his bloody friend A tjiempon, who appeared perfectly 

c1umbfouadell at my sudden release. I mmediately on my going to 

the bottom of tho steps I found 150 soldiers with fixed bayouets 

ready to escort me to the fort, which I reached about half-past 
twelve o'clock. I was takeu to the Secretary, Major L e Jeane, 

who most kinllly and hospitably entertained me. The next day 

the Governor tolll me I could leave Elmina at ten o'clock if I liked, 
and that he would give me an escort to the landing-place. I glallly 

acceptel! his Excellency's kind offer, I1nd accordingly, under an 

escort of 200 sollliers, I was taken to the landing-plnce, and 
~scorted by Captain Ah-arez, a D utch officer, on board the 

, J..lbert 'in tbe Government bOilt . On the 16th the Oommodore 

of the Dutch man-or-war 'Koopman' took me to Oape Coast, 
where I landed, feeling indeed grateful to an overrnling Providence 
for the no,rrow escape I huLl met with. Mrs. Bartels' great in­

fluence kept these sa,age wretches from carrying out their bloody 

deoll fo r nearly an hour. To her and the Governor and the officers 

of E lmina l owe a de~p debt of grutitude.- Yours sincerely, 

" WM.. ClLI.s. FlliLASON." 
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in which be was, the others, however, escaped. His 

uncle was killed in cold blood, and his head "Was 

brought and placed in his hand ; his mother was 

beaten with clubs to death. It was determined by 

Atjiempon that he should be killed, but fortunately 

for him he slipped off the log which secured his 

hand, and made his- escape into the bush. This was 

not an isolated case at this time, as many of the 

Fantees were beaten to death with clubs at Elmina. 

Complaints were every day brought to the A d­

ministrator of the English Gold Coast by relatives 

of those who had been murdered in cold blood, aDd 

the kings and chiefs complained most bitterly of the 

conduct of the Dutch Government and the Elmi­

nans, so that Mr. U ssher dispatched a letter to his 

Excellency Colonel Kagtglas, enclosing copies of all 

the affidavits and declarations made before himself 

aDd other justices of the peace of the settlement 

relative to the murders which had been committed 

on British subjects or persons under British ·pro­

tection in D utch territory, and also the infamous 

march of Atjiempon from Appolonia to Elmina; 

and expressed hopes that his Excellency"Would inflict 

condign punishment upon t~e Asbantee chieftain and 

his people, as a warning to others attempting to act -
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in a similar manner. He informed him that at Cape 

Coast he saw the Dutch sergeant of police walking 

freely, unarmed, in the most crowded portion of the 

town without molestation; that at present several 

persons, natives of Elmina, were residing at Cape 

Coast, and when from the conduct of the Elminans 

on their countrymen attempts >yere made to molest 

them, prompt and efficient measur~s were used to 

repress it; that early ill 1868, when- the Fantee. 

took up arms against Elmina, Quassie Ferocoo was 

murdered by his own brother Cromantines* for re­

fusing to go to war against Elmina; that he, the 

Administrator; dispatched a 'large force to that 

place, seized the perpetrators of the act, and sen­

tenced them to severe punishment from the king 

downwards j that at this present llloment there were 

at Cape Coast 30 Ashantees, who walk about the 

town unmolested aud happy. 

Colonel Nagtglas was indignant with Atjiempon 

for JUs unwaITant~d conduct towards the peaceful 

Fantee residents in the Dutch territory, and refused 

to grant him audience ;-but for only a few days; for 

• The Cromantines were people lately transferred from the 

Dutch to the English rule. 
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such is the desire of keeping up friwdly relations 

with the arbitrary potentate at Coomassie that 

nothing further was done to him. H e enjoyed and 

is still enjoying unlimited liberty and licence at 

Elmina. 

My Lord, the question now arises- What has 

been the result of the convention for the exchange 

of territory between the English and the Dutch 

~Governmen~ on the Gold ' Coast J 
1st. It has led to a vast increase of the revenue 

of the two Governments; and whilst the expen­

diture of. the English on their officials has not 

materially been incre~ed, that of the Dutch has 

been increased tenfold. 

2nd. It has established a compact Government 

along the sea-coast of the British possession ; but 

a state of disquietude, unhappiness, disruption, and 

unsettled government in the Dutch sea-board towns . 

. 3rd. It has led to the formation of a CO:::<!FEDE­

R..I.TIOY of all the kings of the interior of the British. 

Protectorate for social improvement and mutual 

support, offensive and defensive, loyal to the Go­

vernment of the sea-coast. In the Dutch interior, a = 

defiance and hatred of the Dutclf rule by the interior 

tribes (Wassaws and D enkeras) who hav~ just been 
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transferred; a readiness to take up arms against the 

Dutch; a state of feverish excitement and uncer­

tainty as to their future condition, and the formation. 

of an alliance with the Fanl,ee Confederation, 

offensive and defensive, against the Dutch and the 

Ashantees. 

4th. It has produced peace, quietness, and pros­

perity in all the towns handed over by the Dutch 

to the English rule; but insurrection, followed by 

bombardm~nt and destruction, of the important and 

flourishing towns handed over to the Dutch. 

5th. It has afforded protection to the Elminas and 

Ashantees residing at Cape Coast and other parts 

under British rule; but led to cold-blooded murder 

of the Fantees who had made Elmina their home, 

as well as those who had intended to end their days 

in British Manta, now transfened to Dutch rule. 

6th. It has led to a future of perpetual disruption 

and los of influence over the potentate at Coomassie 

by the British authority; it has brought that 

potentate and the Dutch Government into a closer 

union and a more friendly relationship. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Lord hip's most obedient Sen-ant, 

J. A. B. HORTON, U.D. 
12 
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LETTER N o. IX. 

TO THE RIGHT H ON. EARL GRA.i.~YILLE, K.G., D.O.L ., 

SEORETARY OF STA.TE FOR THE OOLO~ IES, 

&c., &c., &c. 

CAPE COAST CASTLE, 

J1a!J 2, 1870. 

My L ORD, 

As this will be my concluding letter on 

the affairs of the Gold Coast Settlement, it is 

necessary that I should give you a bird '-eye view 

description of the exact state of this settlement, and 

its relation with surrounding independent tribes. 

At the western boundary of the Gold Coast, on 

the borders of Asinee, there are at present 5,000 

armed men from the King of Ashantee imploring 

in vain the French Government for passage through 

that country to .the Dutch provinces on the sea­

coast. Appolonia, which at the time of the transfer 

was partly in favour of the Dutch Government and 

partly against it (vide Letter 1.), is now suffering 

from the ravages of a civil war. The Bainyeans, who 

refused to accept the Dutch flag at the very com­

mencement, and whose town was bombarded by the 

Dutch ship-of-war, have called to their assistance 
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the King of Wassaw, and several engagements have 

taken place between them and the Attawaboans ; 

the cry of the combined army being to plant again 

the British £lag in the whole of the province of 

Appolonia. The Dutch Commandant of Appolonia 

has deserted the place, removed his men and stores, 

handed over the key of the fort to the King of 

Attawaboc, and marched to Axim, leaving the 

Datives to settle their dispute in the best way they 

can. Axim and Aha,nta, with the exception of Dix· 

covc, which was so recently bombarded, and now 

reduced to extremities, are for the Dutch. The 

IVasRa"s, Chufuls, and D enkeras, interior tribes, 

haye not accepted the Dutch flag, and repudiate the 

treaty placing them under Dutch rule. The Com· 

mcncbhs are still in open hostilities "ith the Dutch; 

although driven into the interior they continue a 

ga rilla warfare "ith them. At Elmina things are 

10 a mo t unsatisfactory state; that bloody 

shantee chieftain, Atjiempon, has committed out· 

rageous murders on peaceful inhabitants without 

any assignable cause.;' The Elminas, inrluenced by 

Atjiempon, crossed the weet River (boundary line 

• The mlll'der of Mr. Emi,50ng's ~crr in the neighbourhoou of 
Elmina. 
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between Briti h and Dutch ten-itory), made a raid 

on Fantee ten-itory, attacked, pillaged, and burnt to 

the ground a Cape Coa't village, and marched to 

within three a.nd a half miles of Cape Coa t Town, 

and then retired. The whole of the F antee tribes 

are loyal to the British Government, but} seeing 

that the Coast Government has done nothing 

towards their social and physical improvement, they 

have united in forming a government of their 0"\\'Il, 

subject, however,. to the orders of the British 

authority on the sea-coast. The pronnces comprise 

Assim, Abrah, or Abakrampah, Inguah, Anamaboe} 

:;VIankessim, Ajimacoo, Dominassie, Akurnfie, Akirn 

(eastern and western), and Goomoor. The in­

habitants of Cape Coast and Moree are now 

encamped on the borders of the Sweet River, "ith 

the object of preventing a similar raid on F antee 

land. 

In the eastern, or Accra district of the Gold 

Coast, affairs are even worse than in the western. 

The combined army of Ashantees, Aquapims, and 

Awoonahs, have made themselves masters of the 

passes of the river V vIta, and have entirely stopped 

trade through that channel. The indefatigable 

native general, Domprey, has kept them in check, 
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and prevented them from becoming masters of the 

western bank. L ast month a convoy, composed of 

ninety-five men, sent with ammunition to him, fell 

into an ambuscade; they were attacked and. almost 

Cllt to pieces. The whole of the people in the Accra 

district are now on the move to the Volta. His 

Excellency the Administrator, H . T. U ssher, E sq., 

loft Cape Coast on the 25th April for . the disturbed 

district, in one of the Lagos colonial steamers. He 

intends to ascend the river Volta, accompanied by a 

few of the Lagos ::gousa irregulars and thirteen 

rank and file of the 1st West India Regiment. H e 

will endeavour to bring the refradory chi~fs to 
reason either by conciliatory measures or, if neces­

sary, by the use of force, and show them that he is 

determined to open up that great artery to the 

interior of the Gold Coast, the river Volta, and to 

maintain in her a steamer for the protection of 

commerce. 

There are a few subjects connected with the 

government of the Gold Coast which I will take the 

liberty of bringing before YO".1r lordship, and the 

proper consideration of which will tend to establish 

that peace and concord on the whole of this Coast, 

which is so necessary for its development and iru-
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provement. These I will consider under five heads, 

- viz.: I. The .A.dministratorship of the Gold Coast; 

II. The Settlement of the Dutch Question; III. 

Improvement in the Educational Department; IV. 

The G~ld Coast Militia; V. The Fantee C01\­

federation. 

1. THE AmrrXI&TRATORSHIP OF THE GOLD COAST. 

. Unlike all the other Governments on the West· 

ern Coast of Africa, that of the Gold Coast is in­

fluenced by many surrounding circumstances which 

make it the most difficult of them all, and require 

great tact and magnanimity in the executive. Its 

close proximity to the settlement of a very small 

European Power, whose policy of government is 

totally different from that of the British; its posi­

tion on the sea~coast, in front of a powerful potent­

ate, who has a compact Government, and who 

regards the people under British Protectorate with 

hatred; its commerce being almost wholly de. 

pendent on that interior tribe-the Ashantees- who 

are always at war with them, and who consequently 

have the power of putting a check to the wants and -

requirements of the commercial population on 

the British territory; its inhabitants, claiming 
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British protection, but disclaiming themselves as 

British subjects, each regarding himself as an inae~ 

pendent individual in alliance with the British 

Government ;- these circumstances make the Gold 

Coast by ~o means an easy Government. Besides, 

the extent of country is so large, the views and 

wishes of the people in each province so different, 

the . difficulty of aocess to the country so great, the 

orders for non-intervention which the Adminis­

trators are constantly receiving from the Home 

Authorities are so general, and matters of importance 

within the Protectorate are so frequently arising re­

quiring prompt, decisive, and immediate action, "that 

it is no wonder that the Gold Coast Government is 

considered by men of experience as a trying ordeal 

for one who is appointed to fill the important 

post of head of the executive there. 

The Governor or Administrator of the Gold 

Coast should be a man of tact, resolution, and great 

independence. Whilst firm in his decision, which 

should only.be arrived at after matured consideration, 

he should be most magnanimous and conciliatory to 

the inhabitants over whom he exerCIses supreme 

~uthority. H e should be a man who, by long 

experience m the manners, customs, and habits of 
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the peouliar people of this coast, couB form an ade­

qua.te judgment as to the measures neoessary to 

avert internal disturbance, and to give them a gene­

ralized conception of the interest the Home Govern­

ment has always manliested, and will still continue 

to manifest, towards their advancement. He should 

be an official Nelson; not a pedantic martinet, but 

one who would dare to disobey from a paramount 

sense of duty . 

. I verily believe, my Lord, that in the govern­

ment of a semi-barbarous race, where the aim is to 

bring up the governed rapidly to advancement in 

industrial pursuits, education, and general social 

condition, a little despotism is absol1!tely necessaJ'Y. 

But it must be understood that this despotism must 

nob be used for the exertion of uncalled-for arbitrary 

power, which an intelligent mce might think, simply 

from its superior intelligence, it ought to exact over 

the other as being less informed. But it 'should be 

more on principles of equity, having this object in 

view-the matr::rial advancement of the p eople. It 

will, however, be a most deplorable thing for any 

Government if this little despotism is exercised 

for revenge, or for the purpose of satisfying' private 

piqu~. 
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II. THE SETTLEMENT OF THE D eTCR QUESTION. 

Events have now taken such a fearful turn in the 

Government of the Gold Coast, that nothing but a 

complete transformation of the mode of governing 

the Dutch ·territory can lead to a happy conclusion 

of the difficulties hanging over the political atmos­

phere of the settlement. E very day the difficulties 

of the question become more and more apparent. 

The insubordination of even the Elminas to the 

direct commands of the Dutch GoYernment, or their 

tardy obedience to its rule; the atrocities of the few 

Ashantees who han found their way into the Dutch 

capital, unparalleled in the civilized history of the 

Gold Coast; and the enormous expenditure which 

the Dutch Government at the Hague are, through 

the unsettled state of the country, bound to keep up 

-are sufficient d pn·ori arguments to proye that the 

present state of the Gold Coast politics is untenable. 

There are two courses opened to the Dutch 

Government-viz. :-

First-To declare against Ashantee, and induce 

their subjects to enter into an alliance with the 

Fantee, offensive and defensive. 

Secolld-To get rid of their possessions in the best 

possible way. 
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It is not likely that the Dutch Government nor 

their subjects would break up their alliance mth 

Ashantee, which from time immemorial ha been 

cemented through various pha es of struggle which 

the Ashantees have had with the Coast tribes. 

The D~ltch Fantees or Ashantees would rather 

maintain the statu qliO as long as they are under the 

Dutch flag; the first course is consequently not 

easily admissible. 

The second course is the only one by which the 

Dutch will be able to close their affairs on this coast 

honourably. They may come to terms for the sale of 

their possessions either to the English, French, or 

North German Confederation. I f sold to the 

English, we shall have under command the whole of 

the Gold Ooast, with the exception of a small 

portion to the westward, now occupied by the 

French; and, with the judicious supply of custom 

officers, the revenue will be , a tly increased, so 

that from being now between £20,000 to £30,O{)0 a 

year, we can safely reckon, when trade in the in­

terior is opened, on from £70,000 to £100,000. Vle 

shall then be able to bring the Ashantees to terms 

. more easily and readily than before. But the 

material advancement of the Coast would be ex-
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ceedingly slow; the field 'would be too large for the 

means of improvement at the Administrator's com­

mand, a scattered machinery would most likely be 

put to work, and the result would be unsatisfactory. 

If sold 'to the French, they would have a con­

tinuous possession from Assinee to the Sweet River, 

a country of unknown mineral wealth. They would 

disdain to uphold the pretensions of Ashantee; and 

such is my knowledge of them in the Senegambia, 

that I most as uredly believe they would quickly 

form an alliance with our Government agai;st any 

native Government, and would put down within a 

very short time the waY'lardness of the Elminas. 

The Waasaws and Denkeras would submit to 

their dictation, they would open roads into the 

interior to the boundary of Ashantee, and the capital 

of Ashantee-Coomassie- would soon fall into their 

hand'. They would improve the country and 

people, make good Catholics of the latter, put down 

their barbarous customs, and teach them the 

mechanical arts. Indeed their occupation, if mea­

sured by the improvements accomplished by them 

at ])aka, near Goree, only lately anM"ed by the 

French Go>"ernment, would be of immense advan­

tage to the Gold Coast. 
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If sold to the North German Confederation there 

will be three powers within a coast . line of only 300 

miles (as it at present is), whose interests would 

differ greatly. The Germans are a hard-working 

plodding race. 'Whilst they would have very little 

to do with Ashantee, they would not join so readily 

,,,i.th the English as the French would to . oppose 

them. Not being a colonizing Government, their 

measures would be experimental; the interior tribes 

would not take very easily with them; they would, 

however, develop the resources of the interior, the 

gold mines of Was saw and Denkera would be profit­

ably worked, and there would be a great number of 

German emigrants, which would be of great advan­

tage to the country. 

III. IMPROVE:U:ENT IN THE EDUCATIOXA.L D EPART-

:llEXT. 

The greatest want on the Gold Coast is proper 

educational establishments; the present schools are 

lamentably deficient, and it is of the greatest im­

portance to know that the subject has the sJ1D.pathY 

of the Administrator,* who has now set on foot 

'" L etter from Dr. Horton to H. T. U ssher, Esq., .A.d!iunistrator, 

with reply;-
My dear- Governor,- P ermit me to offer yon my sincere thanks 
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certain measures by which the standard. can be 

greatly improved. His Excellency has requested 

the R ev. Thos. Maxwell, A cting Colouial Chaplain, 

and myself, to draw up a scheme for establishing a 

good school on the Gold Coast, calculated to afford 

encouragement to the Fantees for sending their 

cb.il.dren for education there, and the following 

scheme will be laid before him on his return from 

his trip on the Y olta, viz. :-

1. . That a Government Day School be organized 

.in each of the four principal seaport towns-viz.) 

Cape Coast, Anamaboe, Winnebah, and Accra. 

2. That an Academy be formed at Cape Coast, 

under the auspices of the Government, for the more 

advanced pupils, who should be drafted from the 

Day Schools, and that the Academy be opened to the 

public. 

3. That well-trained teachers or schoohnasters be 

secured, after due examination, from the Gold 

Coast, ierre Leone, or elsewhere, who should be 

liberally paid by the Government. 

4. That the Principal of the Aca.d.emy be a. .tna.n 

for the liberal subscription you hare made for yourseU WId for the 
Goycrnment o,er whico YOll preside on behalf of the work which I 

!lID abollt to publish. This leads me to bring t~ JOur EAcellency's 
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who has had experience in the training and bringing 

up of youths, and that his salary be from £200 to 

£250 a-year. 

5. That the Academy be made to furnish efficient 

schoolmasters for .the outposts in the Protectorate. 

6. That :1 Board of Education, composed of 

Government officials and merchants, be formed, any 

member of which Board should visit the School at 

any time, and report in a book, kept for that pur­

pose, the condition of the SchooL 

7. That in the Day Schools the principal studies 

notice certain recommendations, which I have long ago con,idered 
will meet with your approbation, relative to certain improvements in 
one of the most important branches of this Government-I mean 
the Educational Department. There is at present in the Grammar 
School at Freetown, Sierra Leone, a native tntor who was educated 
iu England, and who is well com'ersant with the approved method 

of teaching. He has a general knowledge of the rudimentary 

studies ' necessary for bringing up young persons, as well as of 

Greek, Latin, and mathematics. I have been speaking to the R ev. 

Thos. Maxwell relative to the lamentable state of the schools here, 

which is mainly due to the want of efficient schoolmasters, and he 

spoke very highly of this tutor, Mr. Bowen, who .he also said 

would be glad to exchange his present position for another more 

advantageous and lucrative. His companion, whilst in England, a 

Mr. Kates, is now Government schoolmaster at the Gambia, 

employed by Major Braoo, the Administrator; and I think, if your 

E xcellency would consider the suggestion worthy of the good of the 

cbnntry, the services of Mr. Bowen can be secured to commence a 
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taught should be English grammar, arithmetic, 

reading, spelling, geography, writing, and dictation. 

8. That in the H igher School the subjects for 

education should include, besides grammar and 

geography, the rudiments of Latin and Greek, Eu­

clid, geometry, botany, mineralogy, and music. 

9. That there should be appointed an J nspector 

of Schools, who should report once or twice a-year 

as to the condition of each School. That the 

Administrator instruct the Commandant of each 

substantial Go,ernmcnt school here, under the superintendence of 

the chaplain of the colony.-I am, &c., 
ATRlCAXCS IIoRTox. 

REPLY.] 

Go,ernment H onse, April 21, 18Tn. 
:.'IIy dear Dr. IIorton.-T be ~ul,ject of ~choob is oue tbat has 

long bad my sympatby. _-l..lthoug-h I am tbe head of the Executi.e 

here, no one knows ant! recognizes better than myseli the .ery 10lv 
stununrd existing here in that re, pcct. I bad a long talk witb )Jr . 

:.\1axwell on tbe subject. I propose introuueing into tbe estimates 

for 18i1 a large grant t owaru5 educational purposes, certainly not 

less than 1,t10lil. to begin witb. unu more ii re'lubite. I hu,e asked 

tbe _\. cting Colunial Chaplaiu tu furnish mc. on my return irom tbe 

" olm, with full suggestions as to the best scbeme for establishing a 

goou ~chool here, which should be of a higher da.» thao hitherto, aod 

nl,o calculated to aJIoru encouragement to tbe Fantees to ~eou tbeir 

children. If during my alJ,eoce you wuuld like to talk to )Ir. ~JIU­

well and ilia", up a ~cherue with him, it shall recei.e my best atten-

tion.-'I ery truly your., H. T. L SSBLR. 

Ii: 
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district to have a general supervision over the 

Schools in his command. 

10. That there· be two Sessions for the Academy 

and Day Schools, one to commence on the first 

:Monday in July and terminate on the second 

Monday in December, and the other to commence 

on the third )Ionday in January, and terminate on 

the first Monday in June. 

11. That at the termination of each Session :1 

public examination should be held in all the Schools, 

that of the Day School.s in t'iva voce, under the 

superintendence of the Civil Commandant of the 

District, and that of the Academy in writing and 

viva t'oce, and that the public be invited to attend. 

I have no doubt that these propositions will meet 

with the attention and support of Mr. t,T sshe1', and, 

if effectually carried out, a glorious future awaits 

this special department of the Gold Coa§t Govern, 

ment. 
IV. THE GOLD COAST lIIILIT!4. 

Rumours are afloat that within a, very short 

period of time, the troops serving 01+ the Gold 

Coast would be indefinitely withdrawn; and :Mr. 

Cardwell's speech of March 3rd, in the House of 

Commons, in explanation of the reduction in the 
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military forces in general, and the 3rd W est India 

R egiment in particular, stated that the present 

Governor-in-Chief, whilst in England in October 

last, informed your Lordship and himself that 

« what two regiments could not do five years ago, 

two companies were able to do at present, and that 

but for a temporary interruption of tranquillity 

between the Dut9h and some blacks in the neigh­

bOUl·hood of the Gold Coast, he wou1d have been 

perfectly content with those two companies only at 

Sierra Leone." There is, therefore, a very great 

presumptive reason to suppose that, should the 

Dutch difficulties be removed, the troops would be 

withdrawn entirely from the Gold Coast. 

At present the Administrator's hands are so tied 

down, that the military are an expensive ornament 

to him, because their movements, for even defensive 

purposes, are accompanied with so many respon­

sibilities, that their assistance was scarcely ever 

asked for in cases of disturbances not within the 

precincts of the barracks; so that a good native 

force, under the pay of the Colonial Government 

(local) and command of the Administrator, will be 

of more service to him. It is true that the troops 

bring a large quantity ()f cash to the country, and 
K2 
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act as a check to any offensive 1Il0yement by the 

native tr~bes .on the Government of the sea-coast, 

but for all other purposes they are of very little use 

to the colony. 

The Local Government ought now to be on the 

alert, and commence to embody and train up a 

number of men who would f0l111 the Gold Coast 

Militia, to replace the troops whenever the time for 

their ·withdrawal hall arri ve. It is at present l1nQ';) r 

contemplation to enlist anum ber of Lagos H ousa.s 

to serve on the Gold Coast. Without doubt, those 

H ousas which are met with in the Lagos irregular 

force are a fine and trustworthy body of ilien 

They require to be treated with scrupulous care and 

attention before they can agree to serve as soldiers; 

and as a local corps on the Gold Coast, where the 

living and habits of the people are very different 

from what they are accustomed to, unless they are 

very much attached to the person of the Adminis­

trator, they would be found to be insubordinate and 

useless, and would entail great trouble and expense 

to the local authority. 

The Gold Coast 1lilitia, to answer the purposes -

for which they would be enlisted, mllst be composed 

of free Fantees. The Administrator should obtain 
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t en or more picked men from every pronnce of the 

Gold Coast under the Protectorate, "'ho should be ' 

liberally treated; not be kept to strict ruilitary 

discipline, hut allowed greater liherties. They 

should be drilled in Fantee, officered by Europeans 

and natiycs, and taught hush fighting. When this 

is accompli hed, the Administrator can with ease 

dispense with the sen'ices of the troops. 

V. TIlE FAXTEE COXFEDERATIO~. 

The political constitution of the interior tribes on: 

the Gold Coast is of a nry primitive order, and 

their social organization resembles most closely the 

feudal system of Europe in the middle ages. A 

king is acknowledged, who in form er years exercised 

the mo -t unbounded authority as feudal lord, re­

taining paramount right or dominicll?n cli1'ectu?n 

over the life and property of all . the wealthiest 

nobles or caboceers of his kingdom. Under the 

kings are powerful chiefs (barons) and princes of the 

blood, who exercise considerable authority o,er their 

YassaL, levy taxes, command a di,ision (cohort) of 

the army, undertake distant expeditions, receinng 

under their protection inferior ChlE·fs or free families 

who are "ealthy, but "ho do not po se;;:s sufficient 



150 LETTERS O~ THE GOLD COAST. 

numbers of vassals to protect themselves from the 

influences of neighbouring powelful caboceers or 

chiefs. These families consent to hold their pro­

perty and estate as their feudatories, and mfly be re­

garded as the infer-iO)' nobility of the ancient feudal 

states. Then corne the free inhabitants, who, 

although not wealthy, have considerable influence 

in the country; these people a,re dependent on or 

claim vassalage to powelful feudal ca,boceers for 

protection. Then come the real vassa,ls or serfs 

('IJillicus) , who cultivate the land, and who are gene­

rally slaves received into the inherita,nce of a feudal 

caboceer (baron) or their vassals. 

Before the English became influential on the 

Gold Ooast, this feudal system was canied on to a 

very high degree. The feudal kingdoms were con­

glomerations of many heterogeneous states, "ho 

acknowledged.a king as their feudal lord, and he, 

on his part, was to a considerable extent a vassal of 

the powerful King of Ashantee. But since the 

English Government has had a complete hold on the 

sea-coast towns, and ma,de the feudal lords or kings 

independent of the A shantee potentate, as well as 

since it has exercised considerable influence over the 

institutions of each feuda,l kingdom, a universal 
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spirit of disaffection and sedition reigns ill the 

interior; the influence of each regal Government 

has declined in a very considerable degree; Mch 

feudal-baron or chief, according to his strength, 

power, and audacity, finding that he is not de­

pendent on the king or feudal lord, but the kings 

on hi~l, according to the number of vassals under 

his command, pays but very little attention to 

his orders, in many cases, in fact, defying him 

openly. In many places the king is deprived of 

all regal power, and his retinue or comitatus is of 

the poorest order, and even the external honour of 

l·oyalty is but meagrely accorded him. Internal 

convulsions without much violence are not un­

frequent; and now a state of agitation exists in 

the interior; the feudal system is tottering to its 

fotmdation; a more enlightened Government is 

earnestly demanded by even the nominal feudal 

lords or kings and the wealthy caboceers (barons) 

and people. But the people are most I>oefully 

deficient in the two essential elements of real liberty 

and the means of having a settled order of thingi3-

viz., ed!lcation and 1·ndustry. 

If the Government of the interior tribes is to be 

continued in .the very unsatisfactory and undefined 
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manner in which it has been carri6d on for the last 

century by the Government on the coa t, it will 

take more than three hundred years to bring it to 

that state of political civilization which will fit 

them for independence after fully shaking off the 

yoke of their feudal lords. A nd I hazard the 

opinion, my Lord, that if the regeneration aI;ld civi­

lization of the fine race of interior tribes is to be 

left to the present system of Coast Government, it 

will certainly take another hundred years to infuse 

only the germ of civilization amongst them and to 

enlighten them in the true principles of a ciyilized 

Government. E xamining the country in the light 

which I have had the honour to bring before your 

Lord~hip, it will be conceived that nothing but 

narrow-minded prejudice or low servility to prin­

ciples and policies of government already exploded 

since the conclusion of the ill-fated Ashantee war 

can induce anyone to hamper any legitimate, loyal, 

and democratic measures tending to improve the 

tribes in the interior. 

I do not believe, my L ord, that any European 

Government can effect this improved state of things 

in the interior without an enormous outlay, and 

we natives of the Coast believe your Lordship per-
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sonally, and the Government of H er Majesty the 

Queen, whose Secretary of the Colonies you are, 

hml with delight any loyal, legitimate, and approved 

means employed by the natives of the Coast to 

further a~y political improvement amongst their 

countrymen, so as not only to relieve the I mperial 

exchequer from its heavy outlay, but also to lessen 

the awful responsibility of the H ome Government 

on matters relating to so distant and unhealthy a 

colony. That means, in the interior of the Gold 

Coast, is the formation of a Confederation of all 

their kings, recognizing one person of influence as 

their superior, and organizing a constitutional Go­

vernment, loyal to the British sea-coast Govern­

ment. 

The F antee Confederation, as I have stated in 

my Letter No. IL, sprung into existence soon after 

the exchange of territory betwee-' the English and 

D utch GOYernments, and its main object is to 

adntncc the mterests of the whole of the F antee 

nation, and to comoine for offence and defence in 

time of war; the tentative manner in which it has 

been carried on for nearly two years, and the 

influence and power which it had o,er the kings in 

the interior, especially when not hampered by petty 
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annoyances from the sea-coast Government,. is a 

sufficien~ guarantee that it is the most needful and 

necessary constitution t~ advance the civilization of 

the interior tribes, which, if left dependent on the 

narrow and limited Government of the sea-coast, 

will remain in utter barbarism. It ls, therefore, the 

anxious wish of every civilized native of the Gold 

Coast, who has the interest of his country at heart, 

that in this agitated political state of the interior, a 

great desideratum to their country would be to get 

a Codex Constitutionum from the British Govern­

m ent on the sea-coast, defining their powers, giving 

them extensive latitude to improve the interior, 

without their President, or whatever the head of the 

Government might be called, being subjected to 

.constant humiliation by being ordered up to Cape 

Coast; in fact, so as to give " stability, distinctness, 

and extent to principles before unsettled, indefinite, 

and limited in their operations ;" such laws as would 

fQrm the basis of further political devevelopment. 

The Fantee Confederation is necessary to be 

established as a compact Government of the Fantee 

.race ;-

First. Because in a dispatch from the Right 

Hon. Edward Oardwell, when Secretary of State 
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for the Colonies, to the Government of Cape Coa. t 

in 1864, after the disastrous ann ill-fated Ashantee 

expedition, the kings were ordered to be told that 

they were not to 1'eceive protection in future from the 

British Government. Lieutenant-Governor Conran, 

in a despatch to the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies, dated 7th October, 1865, informed him 

that he had put up a notice defining the limits 

of Briti::.h territory to a distance of a cannon shot 

or five miles from each castle or fort, so as to bring 

the natives within our laws, and check lawlessness 

amongst them, but not interfering with domestic 

~la,ery. Mr. Cn"dwell, in a reply dated November, 

1865, distinctly informed him that he was (( unable 

to approve the step which he," Colonel Conran, 

"had taken in declaring the territory within five 

miles of eight separn.te British forts to be British 

territory," and requested him to (( recall the notice 

in which he had done it;" and in a subsequent 

de3patch, dated_ December 22nd, 1865, he expressly 

told him to "avoid any expression," in any notice 

. issued by bill, "which bore the appearance of 

extendetl jurisdiction over territory at the Gold 

Coast." 

Second. Because the Confederation will in no 
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way interfere with the British authority on the sea­

coast, but · will aid greatly in putting do,,'n cruel 

punishments and exactions which are practised by 

native interior chiefs. 

Third. Because it will form a compact go,erning 

body, composed of men of intelligence, protecting the 

boundary line on the frontier of Ashantee, their im­

placable enemy, and capable of exhibiting such 

force as would resist any attempt at invasion. 

F 01wth. Because the Coast Government has done 

nothing, nor is it likely to do anything in years to 

come, towards the improvement of the interior 

towns. 

Fifth. Because in all previous mvaslOns of the 

F antee territory, the Ashantee forces, smce the 

battle of Doodoowah in 1822, have cunningly 

avoided the sea-coast towns where British troops 

are stationed, but have ravaged the interior tOITIlS ; 

and there being no compact governing body, and no I 

superior leader, the Ashantee forces have succeeded 

in destroying each province in detail. 

Sixth. Because the Dutch Government is an 

. ally of the constant enemy of the Fantees- the 

Ashantees; and the exchange of territory, if accepted 

by the Wassaws and D enkeras in the interior of 
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the Dutch sea-coast towns, will open a high road 

immediately for the Ashantees, which would gi ,-," 

them considerable power over the Fantee nation, 

and would lead to constant trouble on the sear-coast. 

That the Wassaws and D enkeras, who had thrown 

oft' the Joke of Ashantee for the flag of England, 

having r·"fused to aceept the Dutch flag, and havi:!1; 

made overtures tv the Fantee nation, who are 

composed of innumerable kings governing various 

provinces, to form an alliance witb it, it was abso­

lutely necessary that there should be a central 

Government, from which there should proceed the 

wishes of the nation from recognized and approved 

fl.uthority. 

Seventh. Because the Coast Government declines 

giving sufficient and adequate protection to those 

who might attempt to develop the mineral re­

sources of the country, by placing officers of the peace 

in the districts or provinces where the diggings are 

worked, 0 a::l to prevent the chiefs' from molesting 

them, as the chiefs in the interior exhibit very 

little respect towards the interference of the Go­

vernment on the coast in their social arrangements, 

unle the Governor is able to march troops into 

their province and compel the execution of his orders. 
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Eighth.-Becawe--W3Is have broken out in the in­

terior towns in the neighbourhood of the towns on the 

sea-coast; the country has been invaded by hostile 

tribes; treaties signed and sealed by these hostile 

tribes with the British authority have been broken; 

and no physical force was sent by the Governor (nor 

by orders can he do so) to quell the illsturbance, but 

guns and ammunition were given to the natives, 

who were left to do the best they could to repel the 

invaders. 

Nz'nth. Because education and industrial pursuits 

have never been encouraged by the authorities on 

the Coast amongst the interior tribes, and there is no 

reason to believe that they will ever be encouraged. 

Consequently it requires the interior tribes to 

organize a body of men who will give the subject 

that attention and consideration which it deserves, 

without, however, interfering with the Coast 

authorities. 

Te:nth. Because t.he Gold Coast is considered by 

the Home authorities as an expensive Protectorate, 

the authority of the Brit~sh Government is limited 

to a very great extent to the sea-coast towns,'and 

the people still maintain their time-honoured 

customs and practices, which, although in direct 
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opposition and repugnant to the British Colonial 

Constitution, are tolerated and allowed free latitude. 

That in the interior the Coast Government cannot 

put down the more abominable practices; and a 

native Go,,"ernment, whose authority is recognized 

and accepted by all the kings, will have a great deal 

more power to put them down 

These are, my Lord, the reasons which I am able 

to discover, and which, if carefully considered by an 

unprejudiced mind, will be regard"J as sufficient lli­

ducement to give the Fantee Confederation all the 

support requisite for its compact formation. 

Since the formation of the prest:nt Confederation 

the whole of the F antt:e nation has been CODloincu 

under one Government, "hose status, although ill­

defined, carries great "eight and influence amongst 

the interior tribes. It forms a representative body, 

to whom the various tribes '''ho are anxious to 

become allies of the Fantee race have been able to 

cOIDIDunicate their wishes. It is the pivot of 

national unity, headed by intelligent men, to whom 

a great deal of the powers of the kings and chiefs 

are delegated, and whose advice would have con­

siderable weight and power. Through it the whole 

of the Fantee race, numbering some 400,000 /iouls, 
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can now, for the first time, boast of a national 

assembly, in which have congregated not only 

various kings and chiefs in scattered provinces, faT 

and wide, but also the intelligence of F antee­

land. I t makes the King of Ashantee for the fi rst 

time throw off his supercilious disregard of the 

formerly disunited F antee race, and t remble for 

the safety of his kingdom. 'When the Confederate 

tribes menaced it with the weight and power of their 

combined army, eyen the King of Ashantee felt 

the influence of the Confederation, and sent con­

ciliatory messages to its Court at :Jlankessim. It 

enables the whole of the Fantee race to possess a 

national purse, by which it is enabled in time of 1yar 

to supply each province with means for the purchase 

of war materials, and also to send rna erial aid to it 

allies in lllen and money. The utility of the Con­

federation to the interior tribes is undoubted, and 

its power and influence are increased ill arithmetical 

progression according to the support alld counten­

ance it receives from the Go.-ernor or Administratt.'r 

Qn the sea-coast. , Yhen it is befriended by the 

Governor, when he lends it his adyice and counsel, 

when he supports its legitimate measures, and does 

not regard it with a j ealous eye, the Confederation 
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grows strong for good, its officers receive great 

re pect, the kings and chiefs have great confidence 

in it, and its commands are greatly respected. But 

when the Governor or Administrator circumvents the 

officers of the Confederation with petty annoyances, 

and humiliates its President in every possible 

way before the eyes of the nation, the interest of 

the Confederation, and the good results wlllch its 

formation prognosticated, become checked; and the 

Coast Government, wlllch at present does not 

attempt. to develop the interior provinces, retards 

rather than supports its organization. 

It is on this ground that there is now a loud 

cry for a codex wn..stitutionnm for the Confederation 

from the Government of the Coast. It is essential so 

that every branch of the Government should have its 

power and limits well defined, protecting it against 

aggression, and "ascertaining the purposes for 

which the Government exists," and the rights wlllch 

are guaranteed to it; securing its rights in the 

various provinces, and restraining it from exercising 

functions which would endanger liberty and justice. 

The present drooping stat.e of the Confederation can 

say with great truth, novus 1'erum nascit ' ordo­

a new order Df things is genel'a,ted, 
L 



162 L.E1'TEM ON THE GOLD COAST. 
\it 

There are, no doubt, many intelligent natives ou 

the sea-coast who are well di,,--posed towards the 

Confederation. Some of these men have told me 

that, on account of the undefined and unstable state 

of the Confederation, they ha\e been afraid to act 

their Pa:rt towards it according to their feelings and 

influences, which they would immediately do were 

the British Government on the Coast to counteu­

ance and support it in such a. manner as to lead 

them to believe that it would not, on slight occa­

sions, use its power to embarrass and ultimately 

suppress it. 

In a pamphlet on the political economy of British 

W estern Mrica, with the requirements of the several 

colonies and settlements, published by me in 1865, 

I remarked in paragraph 1, pa,ge 6, that" it will be 

necessary for the Government to be very circumspect 

in the selection of its officials for the Coast, and 

that the Governor-General, in particular, should be 

a. man who possesses a happy tact and natural 

~cl'acjty combined with experience, so as to hit the 

right course, since to him will be giveu the ground­

plan of the future political government. H e should 

make it his first object to discover those salutary 

measures which are necessary, and endeavour to 
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counteract those noxious influences which may sap 

the healthy action of the co=unity. H e must 

make· himself perfectly acquainted 1lit h the internal 

affairs of each colony, its re,enues and expenses, its 

co=erce and agriculture, mth the national cha­

racter of the inhabitants, and each section of their 

Go,ernment. H e should form a correct j udgment 

of the character of every prominent official in his 

Go,ernment, and he should possess a talent for 

comprehen"i,e and rapid obseITations in the selec­

tion of fit instruments for different appointments." 

I am happy to say, my Lord, that the present 

Gonrnor-in-Chief of the "IT" e"t African SHt!cmtntii, 

Sir Arthur E:enlll:dy, is one who has fulfilled the 

h opes of the general public-one who answers to the 

general desniption of the high official necessary for 

the \,hole Cvast. He is the right man in the right 

place, amI to him must the people on the Gold 

Cua:;t look as the steer:;man at the helm of the 

Fantee nativnal '-essel to guide it safely into a quiet 

and peaceful ha,en." 

The Constitution between the Engli~h Go,ern­

lllent on the sea-coast and tbe Fantee Confederation 

• The following mtworial portrays in an especial hI ""'",r .d 

f~tlillg of the public ill I' tl.;leru A.fric:l :_ 
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should be somewhat distinct from that of the Act of 

Confederation between the kings themselves; but 

tIlls latter Act should be supervised and modelled 

according to the position of the dill:'erent kings and 

their provinces, as well as the conditiun of the 

people, by the adminishati-ve power 'on the Coast, 

by which means it will carry a far greater degree of 

"To !tis Excellency Sir A. E. Kennedy, C.B., Governor-ill-Chief 
of the JV est African Settlements. 

" FREETOWX, X ov. / 1869. 

" M AY IT PLEASE TOGH EXCELLESCY, 

"The :-'Iemorial of the Sierra L eone nntire pastors 

in connexion with the Chnrch of Englund, nuder the uuspices of the 

venerable Chnrch ~Iissionary Society, humbly and respectfully 
sheweth :-

" That your memorialists bail with unmingled pleu.lUre and satis ­

faction the recent appointment of the Rev. George ::\iL"ol, late pustor 

of St. Charles, Regent, to the vacant chaplaincy of the G ambia, as 

an era in the history of the West African settlements; and that, 
whilst your memorialists thus give expression to their feelings for 

the honour conferred on one of their body, they cannot let pass this 
opportunity without expresoing with than"fulness to your Ex­
cellency their firm couviction that to the influence of your high 

position is due the credit of this appoiutment. 
"Your memorialists will e.er regard with unfeigned gratitnue to 

Almighty God the consecratiou of the R ev. Dr. Crowther to the 
bishopric of tbe l\iger territory, as a crowning act of British 

Christian philanthropy; the adruission of Drs. Horton aue1 Davies 

as staff assistant-snrgeons in the service of ITer Most ' Gracious 
;.rajesty as a proof of British good will for the sons of ..Africa; but 

they regard the present appointment with a lively interest as peculiar 
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power, weight, and influence amongst the kings 

themselves. The po ition and jurisdiction of the 

British authority and the F antee Confederation 

must be strictly defined and definitely laid down, 

the position of the Administration of the Gold 

Coast to the Confederation properly regulated, and 

the sources of revenue, whether by a grant from the 

in its character, in that whilst Dr. Crowther is a missionary bishop, 

eserci~ing the functions of his office in a territory not under British 

rule, and Drs. Da,ies aud Horton ure employed in an entirely 

miUt.ary capacity, tbis is a ciril ecclesiastical appointment to a post 
not hitberto known in tbe bistory of tbese settlements to have been 

filled by any in a full capacity escept by Europeans. 

" Y our memorialists regard tbe appointment in qnestion as an 
earnest of a bappier day fo r the \\- est African settlements, wben 
the prejudices of race, so prevalen t in countries where eifilization, 
literature, and refinement in manners are in the growth, will be at an 

cnd. Tbey neeu. bardly say that to yon, dear Sir Arthur, they look 
with eager espcctations for tbe speedy fulfilment of this blessed time, 

for in tbis appointment, as in otbers of inferior though not of small 

importance otbemise, you ha,e sbown a just appreciation of merit 
and cbaracter, and not a regaru. to mere accident. 

" Your memorialists cannot conclude without assuring your Es­

cellency of their affectionate good will towards yon personally, and 
rccoflliug tbeir gratitude to Earl Gran,iIle (to wbom may it please 

your Escellency to conl'eY these espressious of our feelings) and 
the British GOl'ernment, and to the l'enerable Church Missionary 

",ociely, to wbose untiring and praiseworthy efforts three-fourths of 

the educated portion in this colony are indebted. 

" God su,e tbe Queen! 

( igned) " T HE NA.TITE PASTORS." 
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custom dues or by a small export duty on produce, 

considered. Ample provision should be made for 

the education of the young in every proTInce, either 

by the employment of teachers by the officers of 

the Confederation, or by subsidizing the Wesleyans 

for that express purpose. A distinct plan should 

be laid down for the purpose of improving the 

industry of the interior tribes, and for developing 

the mineral resources. 

The object of the Confederation being not only 

for social improvement, but also to secure external 

as well as internal peace, the Administrator of the 

Gold Coast should be ex officio, by the Act of Con­

federation, the Protector of the Fwdee Confederation. 

There should then be elected a president, two 

ministers--viz., one who superintends internal and 

external affairs, and the other industry and educa­

tion- and a chief justice. For the purpose of 

deliberating on the mutual affairs of the Confederate 

states, a Confederate Diet should be established at 

Mankessim, having two divisions-the Royal, in 

which all the kings, with the principal chiefs or 

grandees, should have seats; the other, the Repre­

sentative Assembly, to which each province should 

send a certain number of representatives, obtained 
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by the votes of all the citizens. The fundamental 

law of the country should guarantee to every citizen 

equal rights f1.nd protection, and direct or indirect 

participation in the Government. These Assemblies 

should have the power of legislating for th~ Con­

federate proyinces, the right of declaring peace or 

war (when the interest of the Government of the 

CO:1st is not concerned), of forming alliances, of 

regulating the taxation, the police, industrial 

pursuits, education, &c. Disputes of the Con­

federate provinces to be decided at the Royal Diet, 

and the decision open to appeal to the Governor. 

The President of the Confederation should be made, 

ex officio, a member of the Legislative Council, where 

his presence should only be required when subjects 

affecting or relating to the interest of the Confedera­

tion are about to be discussed; and should he hold 

that appointment as a Government nominee prior to 

his election, he should be called upon to resign it as 

such, but assume the position of membership as 

President of the Confederation. 

Ce n' est que le premier pas qui coute. 

r have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient Servant, 

J . A. B. HORTON, M.D. 
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N o. 1. 

S T'<\'T E JIE~T S OF JIR. FYXX 

I waS at Duco,e when the change of flags took place, nnd after­

wards wa.> removed by the :llission to " Secondee." I saw an ..l.ccra 

man named A.painin, who was attempting to reach Cape Coast, 

killed by the Dutch "Secondees." I saw his head and tongue, 
which had been cut off, lying on the ground; I also saw his body, 
and was much frightened, and determined to go nway to Cape 

Coast. )lr. Leigh ton, some time after, came up in a vessel to 

,. Secondee,"' and I applied to him for a passage for my wife and 

family to Cape Coast, which he granted. The kings oi Secondee, 
on my telling them this, were opposed to my lleparture, as they and 

their children wonld be deprired of my services. They woulll not 
allow me to go, and recommended me to the protection of the Com­

mandant, named Van Drap, who was kind, and interested himself for 

me. Governor ~agtglas came up shortly after in the man-of-war 
"Kroopman." He asked me if I wonld like to go to Cape Coast or 
remain. I said I had now no reason to go. H e therefore told me 

I was free to stop and follow my affairs. T he king and people 
wished me to stay. 

Wishing to send my wife an~ people to Cape Coast, however, I 
asked for a passage for them on bonnl Il. vessel, which wa.; granted. 
Dnt when I got my family to the beach, the king and all the people 

went to the CO!lllllandant and told him they could not allow my 
family to go; that the. .d.shantees were coming, and that I must 
wait noti] they passed to E lmina. 

When the master of the vessel heard this, he also refused to em­

bark my people. The Commandant then advised me to come to 
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the fort for safety, which I did not do. He said, " W ell, send 

your family, and I will send two soldiers to protect you from 
Atjiempon " (the Ashantee headman). The Ashantees arrived and 

went into the fort, and sent for me. The Commandant teld them 
who I was, and that I was there by desire of Governor N agtglas. 

Then Atjiempon blamed the Governor for allowing me to be there, 

and referred" to the capture by the Commendahs of the Dutch sailors, 

and the treatment of Elminas by :Fantees. H e also said the Governor 

did it because he feared the English, and he then returned in angry 

state to the town. 
I t happened that seven Pantees were detained in the fort, having 

been taken by the "ecomlees, and these men were demanded by the 

A shuntees fo r the purpose of being killed. 

T he Commnnuant frave np six men to the Ashantees. I and my 
family were tben staying in the fort, as the Commandant feared the 

..I.sbnntees would kill me. Tbo Secondees tben came antI demanded 
I ~honlcl be deli" erecl np. but the Commandant woald not. 

, Yheu the ~ix F antees were delivered np, they were banded to 
the _I..shantees by the eeomlees, and put in irons. 

The Secondees made a desperate attempt to force the gates to 
get me, bnt conl,l not. Atjiempon tben annonnced his intention of 

getting me ont him" ",,, to kill me; on which the Commandant 

wrote to Colonel Xugtglas. who told A.tji ernpon to do no harm to tbe 
'Fantees. The ommnntll1nt wrote again to the Governor. Tbe 
..I.shantees made li ght of the Governor's orders, and said they would 
kill me. In the evening, as my property 'ms being transported from 
the mission-honse to the fort, a portiou was plundered by the 
Secondees. :Sext morning the man-oI-war" Amstel" came. The 
Commandant sent for Atjiempon and sent him off, and I was taken 
on board with my family. I thought I was going to Cape Coast; 
but, nla:;! they let go anchor at Commendah, and ga~e me to an­
other man-of-war, the •• Kroopman." The captain of her told me 

I was now a Dutchman, and tbat I would remain and meet the 

Ashllnteos. Tbree days after his Excellency the Governor came 

up, and told me that I must remain in the man-of-war, to meet the 

Ashautces at Co=endah, as he bad something against them; and 
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also becanse .A.tjiempon (the Ashantee) had made tbe Governor" 
head officer swear that r should not be allowed to go to Cape Coast 

till tbey came to Elruina and got 3000z. from Colonel Nagtglus. For 

tbese rea~ons r was to remain. A fter the arrival of tbe Asbantees I 
was to go to Cape Coast. Tbree days after, tbe cODlmander of tbe 

." Kroopman " imprisoned me in the tbird story down below froll t.he 
evening to tbe morning, becanse r spoke to some Elruin:1 canoeDlcn. 

He determined therefore to put me in irons. I went ou board 0n 

tbe 5th December, and arrived at Cape Coast on tbe 2,th. During 

t.his time I could for three days scarcely obtain water and food. I 
wrote to the Governor for permission to COlle ashore, but recei.ed 
no answer. 

With regard to the six men (Fantees) delivered to the Ashantees 
at Secondee, I have always heard that they were killed, as weU as 
a poor old Fantee man named Reynolds. His Excellency promised 
tbat he would get back aU my property from Secondee. 

r shoald be ungrateful not to speak weU of Go.ernor Xugtglas's 
kindness to me. 

r do solemnly and sincerely declare that the foregoing stutement 
is correct and trne in every particular. 

(Signed) JOSLill .A.. FY~'N, 

A Schoolmaster. 

Declared before me this 6th day of J anuary, 1870. 

THOMAS JONES, J.P. 



APPE~"DIX. 171 

No. II. 

AFFIDA TIT OF MR. WILLI.A.lI EDWARD SAM. 

r ersonaI1y appeared before me, Cbarles B. )Josse, E squire, one 
of Her ~luje~y's J notices of the Peace for the SettJ~ments on the 
Gokl Coast of Alrica, one W illiam Edward Sam, who being duly 
sworn, saith as follows:-

I was born at a nllage on the seaboard adjoining Cape Coast, 
calletl Amnmiul, nnd believe I em about thirty-two years of age. 

I ha,e always cOflsiuered myself a British suhject. I am in the 

employ of ~essrs. F. nnll.A.. Swanzy, of London and West Africa, 
and ho,o held a responsible position in the sernce of that firm over 
four, and nearly fise, years, aud belie,e I ha,e always given satis­

faction. 
For some time pre,iou,; to the fifteenth day of last month I ha,e 

had charge of a fa.ctory or e,tablisument belonging to the aforesaid 
firm of F . and .<\... Swanzy at the tOIn} of Db:co~e, that town 
hanng been ceuell to the Dutch Go.ernment by the British 
Government in the month of January of last year'-

On Saturday, the 12th day of June, 186~, P. W. Alvarez, Com­

mandant of the saill town of Db:cove, weut round tue town with 
armed soldiers to tak.e an account of gunpowuer in all the merchants' 
stores, placing a guard upon e,ery house supposed to coutain that 
article. The laSt honse he went to was }le. Quabina ~ensah's, in 
the mugazine of which was stored a large quantity of gunpowder. 
Shortly after the Commandant left me, at ;Ucssrs. Swanzy's factory, 
I heard the report of a rille in the direction the Commandant had 
taken. I wn.:. informed that the Commandant had ordered the re­
moval of ~r. ~enso.h's gunpowder to the for.., without giving any 
explanation beyond saying that he was acting on the Governor's 
instructions, and, on that account, }le. ~ensah had objected. 
There appeared to be great excitement; and I was further informed 
that the rille was fired by one of the soliliers u.s a signal for re-in-
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forcements from the fort. Shortly after tills more armed soldiers 
arrived from the fort. On my interposition it was agreed by both 

parties that the store containing the gunpowder should be sealed 
with the Government seal. The Commandant then went back to 
the fort for seal and wax. He returned; but refused to put a seal 
upon the door of the magazine, saying that he had been told that 

some of the gunpowder had been removed during his absence, and 
that, therefore, he must remove it a.ll to the fort. 

Mr. Mensah still refused to a.llow his gunpowder to be removed; 
and while he and the CODlDlandaut were in the upper part of the 
house, the soldiers removed from t he lower part three chests, each 
containing twenty guns, that were under cover outsid.e the stores ; 

and this was so quietly uOlle (no reference hu,ing been made to the 

r emoval of guns) that Mr. }fensah was not aware of the robbery 
until they were half way to the fort. On the CODlDlandant's return 
to the fort he sent a soldier to tell all the Elmina people residing in 
Dixcove to go to the fort on hearing the report of a cannon. The 
soldier came to Messrs. Swanzy's factory twice to tell some Elmina 
people in their employ to go to the fort when they heard. the 

cannon; and these people said t.hey would uot go. .About half an 
hour after this a cannon fued, and all the Elmina people rushed into 
the fort, except those in the factory of my employers, carrying their 
personal effects with them. Seeing tills, I felt greatly concerned 

for the safety of the property in my charge, and instantly wrote 
to the Commandant to the following effect: " I am quite alarmed 
at the signal of guns and rush of Elmina people into the fort. 
What is the matter 1 and what am I to do with }fessrs. F. and A. 

Swanzy's property in case of any disturbance in the town 1 P ray, 

Sir, put me in the way, and I will endeavour to prevent any such 
thing." Shortly afterwards the Commandant came t6 the factory 
and informed me that the signal from the fort was merely intended 
to collect the Elmina people together to assist in con Hying Mr. 
Mensah's g unpowder to the fort, as he, the Commandant, was de­
termined to have the gnnpowder on that day; at the same time he 

gave me to understand that I need, have no apprehension concerning 

the safety of the property under my charge. He returned to the 
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fort, and shortly afterwards marched with ten or eleven of his 

soldiers to take Mr. Mensah a prisoner. Mr. Mensah's people 
seeing tIlls prepared to resist the Commandant. When the Com­

mandant reach~d the gate of Messrs. Swanzy's factory I ran down 
and begged hard that he would not make such a perilous attempt, 

pointing onto to him tbe danger of it. The soldiers, seeing the folly 

of what was about to take place, urged me to dissuade tbe Com­
mandant from proceeding further, and I prevailed on him to return 

to tbe fort. A.t the same time be sent me, in company with one of 
the Government landing waiters, to tell Mr. Mensah tbat if he diu 
not deliver up his gunpowder tbat duy he wonld ask the interfer­
ence of the Bushwah people to compel him to do so. Bushwah is 

the name of a place near Dixco,p" and tbe cbief of all the Ahanta 

towns. :Mr. l'IIcnsah still refused to deliver his gunpowder, and, to 

prevent bloodshed and destruction of property in the town through 

the interference of the Bushwah people in the matter, I went back to 
the fort, aud offered one hundred ounces of gold dust as security, 
in the name of }Iessrs. Swanzy, that lIfr. Mensah's gnnpowder 
should not be sold or used in the event of making cnstom, or eveu 
of war, without the authority of the Commandant, or, in his absence, 
anyone representing the Dutch Government, the Government seals 
beilie! first placed on the magazine. The Commandant thanked me 

for thi:; olIer, but expressed his regret that he could not accept it, 
on tbe ground tbat it would appear he hau not carried out his in­

structions. I nOli found that danger was greatly to be apprehended, 
anu that my entreaties and suggestions were of no avail to prevent 
it. _\t last I proposed to the Commandant that, instead of going 
further into the mutter that day, the best plan wonld be to let it 
stund over, and to write to the Governor of Elmina for further in­
struction~, and meanwhile to give Mr. Meusah and tbe chiefs an 
opportunity to communicate in writing to the Gorernor their 

reasons for refusing to give up their gunpowder to the Command­
nnt. The Commanuant consented to this nrrangement, and sent me 
iwmolliatcly to nlr. Meusah anu the chiefs to inform them of it, and 

request them to send some one with the lauding waiter to tbe fort 
to represent U\em. Letters were i\ll.lDediately written by the COlli-
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mandant, Mr. Mensah, and the two chiefs of the town. addressed 

to the Governor of E lmina. Th. :Mensah's and the chief" letters 

were afterwards taken by me into the for t for the Commandant's in­
spection, who conntersigned them after having read them, and they 

were dk!>atched with one from him to Elmina. I wrote a brief note. 

with the Commandant's per mission, in the for t to the agent of 

Messrs. F . and .A.. <owanzy, :Mr. 11. Cleaver. to the followin.; 

effect: " I write this in the fort. There is a hard pala>er between 

the Go,erowent and ::-1r. :Mensah for refusing to gi,e np his ~nn­

powder to be lodged in the fort. I ha,e tried to pre,eot bl,'odshe, I 
to-day. The Commandant has =itten for a man-of-war. Try a:. i 

come np in her, as yon ha,e more iuflnence with :Mr. :Mensah tbm 

anyone else representing- :Mes::r •. Swanzy, - This wu:: abJ sigu~u 

and approved by the Lommanuant. T he cunoe was ui<pat~hed 

abont 5 P.:>L On Snnday morning. the 1:3th of June. th~ Elmin:l 

people being still in the fort, and airaid to enter the tOlm t o lJOY 
food, I consulted ::-1r. )1eU!'ah and the two chit'i; iu reierell"~ to t he 

propriety of sending the gong-gong round the tOwn tv c:ltl:;,'u the 

people against molesting the Elmina5, and to Jirert them to StU 

provi::ions to the Elmina people; and this was done. I al'com­

panied the crier with the gong-gon~. and it wa:: beaten oObiJc the 

fort as well ns the town. After this I went to tbe Commandant 

and reported the fact. Towarus the aiternoon the sergeant came to 

the factory and comphlined thut he had been abused by some of 

~1r. Mensah's people, and saiu that if I were to let the Comman.d­

ant alone in this matter the tolm would be uestroyeJ instantaneously. 

I begged his paruon, anu told him not to mentk1n anything to the 

Commanuant., and ga,e bim about twenty ponnUs of rice for himself 

nod men. H e seemeu ::ati::fied, anu went back to the fort . This 
was all that happeneu that morning. 

_\.bout seven o'clock in the e,ening of the same day, I heard that 

Db:cove was surronnueu by A banta people. I forthwith went to 

the forts and asked the Commanuant if the report was true. TIe 

said, " Y es;" bnt that he coulu not pre,ent the people com:ng, 

because :Mr. :Mensah and hi:: boy Braboon wouhl not go to the fort 

as prisoners for refusing to gil-e nf! the gunpllwder. I W::t5 rather 
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astonished, as nothing l8d occ:tlrred on the part of the DiJ:cove 

people to give annoyance to the Commandant since the letters 

were di;patchetl to E Imina; and I offered fifty onnres of gold Utb-t 

!Li 5«ority for the good condnct of lli. :Mensah and Brahoon 1lDtil 

an 8ll5wer .honld come from the Go,ernor. The Commandant 

refn.>ed thi.:; offer on the gronnd that the enemy were so near that 
he conld not stop them. I then begged him to allow me to send 

to Qnaw E.hon, the paramollnt chief of Ahanta, and his chiefs one 

pnncheon of rom anll ten large ca:;e:l of gin to stop their people 

from attacking DiJ:co'e nnW an answer shonld come from Elminn, 

t eUing him meantime of my friendohip with the aforesaid Quaw 

E :>hoo, through which I hAd no donbt I conld effect the desired 

objects; bnt he woold not aUow me to carry ant my. proposaL 

This W:lS repeated o.er and over agnin. bnt all to no purpose. H e 

ooly said he thought it proper to gi.e the Rev. T. Laing and 

royoelf notice in l'ITiting in the morning to remove our property to 

the fort, which notice he failed to give. 

It was now nearly midnight; and I went to the town greatly 

distresoetl.. 
On roy arrival at the entrance of the factory I met three men, 

cnnght by Dixco.e people, who were taken as ~ies from Bushwah, 

aoll, as they were abont to be ill-treated, I tried to resclle them [,y 

"oit ing npoll the two chief. or kings, who at once took them from 

the people, and gnve them to me to be deli.ered to the Com­

mandant [or saiety, as they had no pala.er with the Government. 

I took them to the Commandant the same night, and while in the 

fort I recogniz~d the gnns stolen from lli. :Mensah's house in 

possessiL,n of the EImina people. 

At this time I had no hopes of doing anything to pre.ent blood­
shed and de5trnction of property. I retorned to the factory with 

lhe golJtaker. anll, while meditating what olber methodo to adopt, 

I sUlIJenly heard tl knock at the factory gate. On its being opened, 
one of the G u>ernmcnt [antling waiters, v.ilh two armed soldiers, 

came in, the former with a letter in his hand, which. he said, Wl\S 

adure5seu to the Go,ernor of Elmina; and he told me that the 

Co=andant sent him and the two soldiers espressly to inform me 



176 APPENDIX. 

that he had considered all my troubles and eudeavours to prevent 
bloodshed, aud found it expedient to take my advice, and wait 
until an answer should come from Elmina, aud fo r that purpose 
they had been sent to Bushwah to tell King Quaw Eshon aud his 
people that if they attacked Dixcove before the answer came from 
Elmina, the responsibilit.y would rest with him (Quaw Eshon) and 
not with the Dutch Government. I t cannot be easily imagined how 
glad I was to hear this news; and I immediately took the three 
messengers to the:two chiefs of Dixcove, who were also very glad 
to hear the news, and gave four armed .men to escort the Com­
mandant's messengers half way to Bushwah. I accompanied these 
people, and retnrned to Dixcove, intending to return shortly to 
meet them at about the same place, and did so. 

The Government messengers retnrned at abont 5.30 on Monday 
mornir!g with news that all was settled. I accompanied them to 
the fort gate, and returned t.o the factory, having been up all night. 
At about six o'clock, the COIDm2.IHlant went round the town with 

soldiers. He came to the factory in company with a chief called 
Ahimadakis, and the CommandanL told the chief and myself, in the 
presence of several witnesses, that all was settled, and that he wauted 
to see Mr. Mensah and both chiefs in the fort at eleven o'clock. 

The Commandant took a glass of wine with me, and then returned 
to the fort. 

It is really painful !IS well as astonishing to fwd that, notwith­
standing the assurances of the Commandant that all was settled, 

that, in about a quarter of an hour from the time that he left the 
factory to go to the fort, Dixco,e was attacked on e,ery side by 
nn army of Bushwahs. The Commandant then came to the factory 
wiLh three soldiers. I inquired what the matter was, and he replied, 

"An attack from Bushwah," when I began to blame him for de­
ceiving me, telling him that he was perfectly aware that my life and 

the property were not safe from either side in case of a fight be­
tween the people of Bushwah and Dixcove. He then declared before 
the Rev. Mr. L aing and myself tbat the Bushwah people were acting 

in direct opposition to his orders, ,given not more than two hoors 
before. Mr. Laing then said to him, "If the people are acting 
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contrary to your orders, it i& then your duty to defeud Dixcove 
against them." " That I will not do," the Commandant replied. 

I then told him to come with me to the field to endeavonr to per­

Buade the attacking party to retire. H e refosed to do so. Then I 
offered him the keys of the factory, as I considered the property 

in great danger. H e refused at first; bnt after some expostula­

t ions he promised to accompany me to the field where tbe forces 
were coliectetl, when his soldiers r efosed to go, and, as he coold 
not compel them, he marched back to the fort. I tben went alono 

to tbe field, and desit'ed the D ixcove people not to fire npon the 
attacking party, as tbe Commandant was coming to send back the 
Bll5hwah people; and I requested the Rev. Mr. Laing to go to 

the fort to beg the Commandant to come out. Mr. L a,ing went 

to the fort, and returnetl, informing me that the gates of the fort 
were closed, that tbe Commandant was on the ramparts, and tbat, 
seeing ~Ir. L aing, he told him he could not be admitted, bnt that 
if he had anything to say he wonld bear him as they were situated. 

" Lr. Laing then begged the Commandant to go to the field to send 
Lack the attacking party. H e said he would not go. 

A few minutes nfter this, I heard firing nt one end of the field. 
I ran to the spot with my hat in my hand. shouting as loud as I 
could to the attacking forces, "Pardon, pardon! fifty ounces of gold 
" dust for satisfnction." They kept rushing forward notwithstlln~­
ing; nOll I narrowly escaped with my life. I saw a good many 
Dutch native soldiers mth their Snider rifles, who killed many of the 
Dixcove people. The fighting, with slight intermission, lasted all 
day; and the enemy were repulsed on every occasion. Between ten 

nnd elcven o'clock Mr. Laing sent to tell me that onr factory had 
been fired at by cannon from the fort, and that a part of the pre­
mises had been destroyed thereby; and I heard the firing of heavy 
orJuance all dny. 

As "rr. Alvarez had both publicly and privately told me the 
Elminn people residing in Dixco-ve, then living in the fort, had 
runcoron feelings against me, and as he seemed to be mnch nnder 

their influence, I concluded at once hy this nnprovoked att-nck of 
bis upon Messrs. F. und A. Swanzy's factory, he would by some 

M 
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indirect means injure my life during the fight. I therefore resolved 
to remain in the field, in order to a"mid that danger, and that I 
might escape to the bnsh shonld the enemy overcome ns. At the 
close of the day, when the enemy had retired, and some of the 
Dixcove people were abont returning to the town, they were fired 
upon from the fort with rifles and heavy ordnance, and were 
therefore obliged to reti;e into the bush; and I accompanied them. 

I returned to Dixcove after seven or eight days, when I heard 
that the Bushwah people, after burning or otherwise destroying 
the town, had left the place. I found the store walls of Messrs. 
Swanzy's factory knocked down, part of the roof off, and the whole 
of the property removed or destroyed, excepting sixty puncheon 
packs, which have been since removed by me with the consent of 
the officer in charge of the fort. Scales for weighing gold and my 
private writing desk were shown me by the Commaudant inside the 
fort, and I accepted the latter. The property consisted of a large 
quantity of cotton goods- both loose and in original packages­
rum, tobacco, and other merchandize, about ninety-seven pun­
cheons of palm oil, a large quantity of palm kernels, gold dnst, 
cash, &c. The safe containing cash and gold dust had been re­
moved, and all the books and accounts of the establishment. 

In conversation with Mr . .A.lvarez after my return to Dixcove, be 
a~knowledged that a large quantity of Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy's 
property had been taken into the fort by the soldiers and Elmina 
people, hut had since been removed. He said be kne1V at the 
time the goods 1Vere being removed, but had not the power to 
prevent it. He expected the Dntch man-of-war to arrive at Dix­
cove shortly, and he intended on her arrival to take the property 
from the nativtl soldiers by the aid of the marines, but when the 
man-of-war arrived the goods were all gone. Speaking of the 
burning of the town, the Commandant said he had been asked by 
the Elmina people in the fort to allow them to go out and set fire 
to the town during the fight, bnt he wonld not permit it; bnt that 
shortly after, being tired, he went to bed, and when he .awoke he 
found the town was in flames. I found the iron safe belonging to 
the factory broken to pieces, close to the walls of the fort. I 
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called the Co=andant's attention to it; he laughed, and did not 
appear at -all surprised. I have no doubt the safe was stolen and 

broken np by the Dutch native soldiers. I saw a quantity of 

Messrs. Swanzy's goods in charge of the soldiers in the fort, which 
I heard and believe they were selling at about half their value. I 
bought two fl asks of gin, the label and stamp of which was like 
what I had in the factory, of one of the soldiers inside the fort. 

One day, while inside the said fort, a soldier on guard called me 
aside and offered to sho,", me where he had seen some of his 

comrades hide a pancheon of palm oil, belouging to Messr6. 
Swanzy, if I woald make him a present. I refused to have any­

thing to do with him. 
It is seriously believed that the Dutch Government brought 

about the destruction of Dixcove, preparations having been pre­
viously made for the event., as three days before the commencement 
of the palaver- that is, W ednesday, the 9th day of J une-muni­
tions of war wer~ sent from Elmina to all the kings and chiefs of 
all the towns surrounding Dixco.e, excepting only the Dixco.e 

people, and the town was simultaneoDsly attacked from places to 

windward as well as leeward. 

(Signed) W. E. SAM. 

Sworn before me tbis 20th duy of July, 1869, at Cape Coast Castle. 

( igned) C. 13. MOSSE, J.P. 
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(From the A tlwueum. ) 

f{ Dr. Horlon does not go into the question as to whether colonies of English­
men CQuid thrive or devolop in. this pl\rt of the world j but, with the intelligence 
of a well-educate-d medical m:!u, he enters upon the question of the general condi­
tions ofhnman life on the West Coast of Africa, and in themostcoll\;ncingman:l~r 
shows that. to 3 cousiueraLle extent, the c:tuses of .{ruth nnt! llLsea~~:s in this part 
of the world. are as much under the control of human intdligence a3 the f~\-er­
breeding courts and alleys of Lomlon, or the plague-stricken slums of COruta.ll­
tinople. 

cr The public, and especi~ny that large portion of it whose occupntions lead 
them to take an interest in the health of the inhabitants of our tropical 'P0~~I!S­
~~~ns. owe a large tlebt of gratitude to the authC'r of this book for tlh.' inlla­
fntigJ.ble industry he has displayed in giviDl:( this Ica.rueJ and :.nteresting account 
of the climate and meteorology of the \Vest Coast of Africa." 

(From the A frican T imes. ) 

ct It contains much valuable infonn3.tioD and a(h-ice, llnd will, we have no doubt, 
be a permanent authority, as regards the 'Vest Coast, on the matters of which it 
trea.ts." 

(Ftom the J[ed·ical T imes and Ga::ett..) 

H There is enough of valuable original matter to render this, the only work on 
tbe climate, &c., of Western Africa, of grent value to a.U interesteJ in the preserva­
tion of Europe::m life in that malarious region. '/ 

(From the L ancet.) 

HDr. Harlan's book will prove of value to a.ll who are interested in the health or 
the West African colonies; and it will be most useful as a work of reference." 

(From the True TV hig, a Liberian Paper.) 

• . . The arguments of which show an abundant and co-ertensh'e amount of 
research, and an independent and original turn of mind which presents deductive 
facts that seem to be self-evident ~truth. II 
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(From the Llfria;m. 1'i1lU!3.) 

r' The ramPblet, of which the proof.sheets are now before us, is indeed well 
worthy 0 perusal, both here And in Africa." 

(From the Hastings am.d St . .uunard's NtuJI!.) 

U 'Wbilst the negro's enemies are so active in traducing him-enemiea a.mODg-th.e 
frienlls of sIn"'ery and the teachers o~seudO~ScienO~s-it is satisfactory to know 

;!f';r!~e::c~~ ~l;~~=!~~~~~bOV~ ~O~e~t;b~~~\!b~J :aid~~t~~~ 
what he is writing about. It is the voi~e of an African who knows his place in 
nntnre, and bas ability to make good his claims. The facts Il.D.d figures of Mr. 

~ll;~n r:ft[he~~~~~~Lo~~~~:C~~:dw~r~a~~ ~h!~~~~h~~~~~~:~rt l::; :a;.\l,:: AlW:;~;~.~ed .!forts to Appear great and wise At the expense of the 

WEST AFRIC...ili COUNTRIES and P EOPLES, BRITISH 
and NATITE. With the Requirements necessary for EstR­
blisbing that Self-Government recommended by the Committee 
of the Honse 'Of Commons; and a T indication of the African 

Race. 7s. 6d. 

LoNDON : W. J . JOHNSON, 1.2}. FLEET S'I'REET. 

(From the A.frico.n T imes.) 

II The book is a valuable one-is:l. book tha.t i.:J very much wanted; that it i.s 

~~%a~:t~~t~~h:t ?:~Jgbt~~od~e!~~hS t~:,::xa~~~~ ~~~~e th~dthl~~: ~~ 
rrcjuJice in which the \Y I;'st Coast countries have beeD shrouded; nnd that it 
mu':jt ""S think, com.-ince el"ery unprejudiced reader that those people and 
COULtncs ho.vo a future ot' grent ~porta.nce t~ the c~vilized '~orld, and of deep! 
soul-stirring iDtere..-t ~o the CbTlstlilD. who 18 p,.aymg. bopmg! watching .. ana 
striving for ths exten.slon of the gTE'::l.t Hedeeme.is l" lIgd, .m. 

H The earlier pt1rtiOIl of the volume is Ilevoted to au exposlof the gTC'S!'I errors 

~v~~~~~::nr:!:::~ a~~~Q:,::;nilieib~~b~~ b;: :ev~~d rte~a:;et~h~~: 
. cientilic &Ild rugllX falsehoods AnU abenntions of !Dtelled bronght thus unitedly 
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before uo and demoli.shed by real scieutific racts; and a clear and lucid reasoning 
upon then> in defen~ and 'favour of -hi> long·JllBJi,,"Ded and deeply·;Djured .ra~, 
tha.t establisbes the. truth; for which we have always cOl).tended, tha.t the present 
indisput&&le mental superiority of the civilized European Otref the unch'ilized 
Afrlc.au ts merely one of degree, not one of kind-the result of circumstances, and 
nob- of natural diversity. This ,,""ork, by a native African, ollght to do much to 
rehabilitate in Ellropean estimation the race to which he belongs. It shows "'ice 

, soweJ:S of obserration, great ~uence, a clear 5.~preciation of bets, IlDd a menuJ 

d~\~i~!a~fdhle: ~~e:m~~/~f~ ~: tgh: ~}'O~b~fs~i~ ~~J=nofis t~~~T~\lO~ 
:~~1'a,;~~~i ~~~·b~c~~!~r. ~~ ~.os.t .p;! 11b~ ili~~r ;~te~~Ui~~ 
collection of books on Africa onght to he witho'!t this interesting and value.hle '. 
volume.'" ,_. 

(From the T TWJ Wh'ig, a Liberian Paper:'l 

" It is a work of rare, curious, an<t-interesting merit. .. 

(From the Recurd, August 21,1869.1 

" O~e of the most striking vindications of the .African race is the very fact that 
this "olume hes been penned by one of them, Mr. Horton being himself an African 
w'6o, after attaining .... arions academical and literarydistinctioDS in England aDd 
Fr:tnce, holds the responsible position of St:lfi' Assistant-Surgeon of Her Majesty's 
Fo~es in \Vestern Ah-ica. Be shows his appreciation of the true hope of Lis long 
do\rnArodden land by dedicating his work to the Rev. Henry Yenn, of the C. lt.S. 
His treatment of his subject embraces an account of the various ' Vt&t Mrican 
cOUDtries, a discussion of African nationality, and a comprehensive yjew of the 
requirem~nts of the ('olonies and settlements, the whole closing with advice to the 
rising generntion of his country folk. ..... To Christi3.n philanthropists the 
practical lesson 0; Dr. Horton's book is (pcrs~e. · " • 


