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INTRODUCTION. 

1. In the follo,ring work, I have made an attempt to discuss 

the traditional history, geography, the social structure, the 

occupations and industries, the indigenous bel iefs and other 

social practices of the people called Keta- Some . 

2. On the out se t I must disabuse from the minds of my 

readers any illusions that Ke t a- Some has anything, as far as this 

study is concerned with t hat town now in the Anlo State called 

Keta. 

3. If because of the fact that since about a hundred y ears 

ago when the Keta peopLe came to live among the fan and g inger": 

bread palm trees on the north bank of the Keta Lagoon, and have 

become injudiciously cal le d 'Some' by some peopl e therefore they 

are not Ketas, then it must be remembered that it is when the 

State drums beat. out the appellation: "Keta Gbonu Eto! Awusi ko 

dzo tsrolo ' ! Togoglome", that the true Keta man is thrilled' 

No wonder then that the people have prudently blended the ol d 

name with the new and have made them cling to t he mselves like 

limpets whe t her beaurocracy frowns on it or not. 

4. And too, the Keta-Somes are not Anlos! This one 

f act among the many inaccuracies about t he m in his book "A Short 

History of the Gold Coast" , Mr .W. E. \vard admi t s (Vi de page 107) . 

Unlike the Avenors, Afl aos , Klikors and Wet as , the Ket a- Somes 

have never accepted or acknowledged the challengabl e 

superimpos ition of Anlo a~thority or suz erai n t y. I n fact , unl ike 

the As hantis, the early organi sation of the Ewes after their 

migr ation from Not sie about 300 years ago, was a loose alli~ce 

of i ndependent states , each under a chief whose leadership was 

traditi onally accepted by that di vision or s t ate. And, it is also 

true that i n t he pas t these l oose alli ances functioned only in 

times of stress . 

5. In n one of the Ewe war s have the Ret a- Somes and Anlos 

fought together i n the same camp. Whether it was in the Sagbadre 

;lar, the Dasutagba War ~ the Fw1U- War , the Peki- Ashant i War or the 

Agoe-Adzi go liar t hey were always in the opposite camps. The olaim 



of the Keta- Some people to the tradition tha tthey were the 
,....~t \'" 

first in all Eweland to have ever had contacts with the early 
/\ 
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European visitors to the eastern shores of the Gold Coas t remains 

an undisputed fact. 

6. For the purpose of clarity, I have, in discussing the 

physic al environment of t he area divided it into four parts and have 

dealt with e ach separa tely so as to aff ord the reader some ideas 

of the reasons for the various occupa tiens of the people and the 

grouping of the towns and villages. It i s signi f ic ant t o n ot ic e 

tha t the section or sub-reg ion which I call t he "sandy stretch of 

land bordering the lag oon" is mainly now occupied by peopl e from 

the townships of Agbozume and Klikor, and t hat be caus e of the 

attrac t ions of the coconu t planta tions it af fo r ds, t 'hi s sub-regi on 

is fast becoming a town in itself , whi l s t th e orig i nal towns , 

despite the tendency of s ome people t o r ebuil t them are equally 

f ast becomi ng depl e ted of peopl e . I c an predic t , with out carrying 

the truth too far, that i n t wen t y y ears time, with t he except ion 

of the market pla ces, the s chools and t he s hops and the public 

buildings Agbozume and Klikor will become merged i nto one town, 

sprawling i n the shades of the c oc onut palms. 

7. On t he su bj ect of relig i ous be l iefs, rites and ceremonies 

it must be not ed t ha t our peopl e view wi th grave suspicions any 

i nquiries into t he s ecrets of their practices and are a l ways 

reluctant, however sympatheti C t hey may be towards t he enqu i rer t o 

divul ge t he se secrets. This is s o bec ause of t wo reas ons : One is 

that they enterta i n gr eat fe ars in the i r mi nds about what 

consequences may fo llow t he r e l ease of such secrets , r ites and 

ceremoni es about which t heir ancestors had been reti c ent. Another 

is that the devot ees of the secret cu l ts , f or exampl e , Yewe and Afa 

fe ar that their objects of worship may lose more i n impor tance and 

prestige than what t he enquirer gai ns by kn owl edge , once their inner 

f ac t s are reve al ed and written down i n a book f orm . They prefer to 

ke ep thes e secre t s to themsel ves to awe t he l ayman. ( ~"'n. ,-o..'i't':o>t"-.ph 
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8. 11hen, however, a devotee voluntarily agrees to g ive an 

information, it is always done so i n consideration of a gift of 

a fowl, two or three bottles of beer and an assurance that he would 

remain anonymous. On one occasi on the writer was invited to become 

an adherent of the Yewe Cul t before any informa tion cou ld be g iven . 

On another, he had to go through a minor rite of cleans i ng with a 

fowl-not without fee lings of the creeps ,- befor e his informant opene d 

his month. And too the methods of approa ch t o the' su b j ects ' had t o 

be varied i f any information could be gathered a t all . Di rec t 

que s tions were of no u s e. Informant had t o be l ed s l owl y and c au tiousl) 

along paths of suggestions. 

9. In addition to Yewe and Af a cu+ t s juj u pr ac t ices are an 

adjunct to the relig ious belief s . Ju j u i s viewed by most peopl e 

as generally malvolent, but the dev otees of the se cults claim that 

the jujus that are attached to t heir ob j e c ts of wor s hi p are mainly 

f or the purpose of effecting cures , and th~t t hey ( the devotees) are 

fetish priests a s well as herbalis t s . They declare t hat their vodoos 

f orbid them practising obnox i ous juju. Whether thi s i s true or not 

remai ns to be inves tigated . 

It has n ot been poss i ble i n suc h a short survey t o cover 

every aspect of de a th and bur i al cer emonies in the area . However, 

those that hav e be en ment i on ed f orm the mai n bas i s f or a ll. 

The people of Keta- Some are desc r ibed as a very lively 

drumming and dancing pe9pl e, f or no day pa sses with out drums bei ng 

heard in s.everal pl a ces in the ar ea. Some o f t he songs they s ing are 

highly poetic in nat ure , portr ay i ng the fe elings of t he peopl e 

t owards Mawu and nature and t heir neighbours . I n a ll t he ir social 

activities , in c al m a s well as i n adverse circumstances they are 

always Singing and dancing. Ilr'umrni ng and dancing and singi ng have 

t~ken so much place i n t he l ife of the peopl e tha t i ndoor- games 

with the exception of the ubiquitous ' ludo' are now pr act ic a l ly 

non- existent. There .were occasions , many years ago when chil dren , on 

moon-li t night s engaged in g ames suc h as ' do l o' and ' akpats ri' 

accompanie d by folk songs handed down or made on the spot . These 

ways of recreation hav e vanishe d and their pl aces ar e t aken by the 

'gazo' and ' gahu' dr ums. 



In the sphere of education the people are keen school-goers. 

This is evidenced by the number of schools in the area and the 

number of children in them. Much credit is to be given the A.M.E. 

Zion and Roman Catholic Missions in their efforts to enlighten 

the peopl e. To them is owed the production of such people as the 
G. 

late Dr.Amartoe, Dr.Cudjoe, Dr. Anthoney , Dr. Homawu, Mr. Hosu- Porbl ey, 
1l-,6. 

Mr. Nutsugah , Mr. 1<:. A.Gbedemah, Mr. J. K. A.Quarshie, Major Anthon~y, 

the A~paloos etc. 
""at'\<. 

I mus t finally emphasize that this short ~ifI is presented 

to the reader not as a conclusive treatment of every aspect of the 

subjects discussed, but rather i n the hope that it shall help to 

rrake an understanding or the back-ground, and stimulate interest 

in the histor ical, geographical and social structure and practices 

of a peop l e, who, though economically handicapped in many ways, 

are yet virile and are struggling daily to make life wonth living. 

( 



CHAPTER 1 

THE ORIGI N OF TF~ PEOPLE 

Section 1: From Ketu to Notsie. 

The original home of the people of Ke t a- Some was Ketu 

which yj,s known al so as Ara Kehett, in the north eastern corner of 

the Ki ngdom of Dahome. Ther e is however no doubt about it that they 

wer e once a part of the great Yoruba- Kingdom east of Dahome . 

Adza , the mi ghty Ki ng of Ketu was a very despotic ruler. 

He exacted so much toil from his subje c ts and used them so 

cruelly that they decided to found a new home where they could 

dwell i n peace . 

They moved to a place called Adangbe in French Togo l and 

quite near the present town of Anecho. They must have lived 

t here i n compar ative peace for a l ong time . But when other 

l arger and more powerful tribes began to pour in and war upon 

t hem they were perfo rc e pressed further north-westward. 

They entered No tsie and jo i ned their kinsmen the Nots ie 

people who had left them very early in their peregrinations. 

The Dogbos or Anl os as they are now called, who had left 

Dogbo- Nyi gbo their original home in Dahome , lived.,near the Ketus 

at Agu- Nyorgbor, though their main body entered Notsie later on. 

Ther uling King of Notsie at that t i me was Agokorli . 

.lenya was an infl uential Dogbo or Anlo fetish priest. I t was 

his duty to ordain and initiate candidates to the office of 

priest. He came of the family of Mahi or Adza, the then mighty 

King of Ketu. 

Asimadi who was the first Ketu Prince married a daughter 

of,venya when they were at Notsie. He had two sons: Sri and 

Atorgolo, and a daughter called Tsinasi. They lived side by 

side with their kinsmen the Notsie people. 

When As i madi died he had no nephew to succeed him. 

Succession at that time was along the maternal line . When his 

two sons, supported by various factions in thetown began to 

quarrel over the stool to which nOBe of them shoul"d have laid 

claim, King Agorkoli intervened and seized the stool and all 

its paraphenalia . 

Ara Ypheta is Yoruba, meaning: A b~ave, strong ffild determined 
peoole. 1'. section of the people stlll r main 9_t Abeokuta ,-' _~~ __ ~ 



Agorkoli had earlier, married Ts inasi, Sri 's sister and had 

a son named Adel adza. 

Wishing his nephew Ade ladza to come in the direct line 

of succession to the stools of Notsie, Sri murdered the 

immediate and only rightful heir to Agorkoli. Ther e was no doubt 

also that he bore a secret grudge against the King who had 

deprived him of his imprudent clai m to his father's stool. 

Agorkoli became enraged . He swore that under no circumsta~c 

shoul d Adeladza become a ruler after him if Sri who had run 

away to his materna l gr andfather , 1 enya at Agu- Nyorgbor was 

not caught dead or alive and tried before ill, assembly of Notsie 

elders. 

Driven by shame and despair Adeladza set out to find 

his uncle. He soon returned with a str~e decapitated head and 

hands and thus deceived his father. Adeladza was t here-upon given 

two stool s: One an Ivory Stool, Fia Agorkoli' s own, and the other, 

the disputed Bat e or Ts i na or Teti sh Stool of his maternal 

gr andfat her, As i madi. (Please, no t e that the name Tsinasi means 

an adherent of the Fetish Stool Tsina, - a rain- making stool .) 

lfuen Adeladza returned to l ive with his uncle Sri at 

Agu- Nyor gbor he handed over the Ivory Stool to his son Nukpornuku 

and t he TSINA or BATE stool to Sri. Years afterwards when Sri 

c ame to Anloga , he had to adopt the name BATE for his line of 

heredi t ar y rulers, after the name of the Fetish Stool . 

Very soon tongues began to wag; and when the facts relating 

to how Fia Agor kol i had been hoodwi nked by his son and brother­

in-law r espectivel y became known, his rage knew no bounds . 

From being a calm rul er he became despotiC . And there was no 

l ength to which he could not go to cruelly treat his kinsmen , 

the peopl e of Ketu and Dogbo . He set them all sorts of inhuman 

t asks to do . He merci l essly tortured their young men and 

humiliated their old men. All other tribes in Notsie shared 

this righteous indi~lation. 

At l ast the tribes decided to leave Notsie, and this they 

did i n about the year 1670. 

Some ...... . 
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Some historians attribute the exodus of the Ketus, 

Dogbos and other kindred tribes from Notsie to Fia Agorkoli ' s 

'7 

despotism and wickedness . But, thi s in f act was not so. Though 

he mi ght have been a stern ruler, yet it was clear that in 

.the f ace of the pl anned murder committed by Sri and the 

insincerity of hi s son Adeladza , there was every just ification 
hi'"-

for~be ing harsh to a peopl e who were ungr at eful. 

CHAPTER 1 

Section 2 . From Ayidiga to Ket a . 

The Ketus or Ke t a- Somes as they ar e now call ed 

travelled in a sbut~-westerly direction i n company of the 

Bes, Dogbos or Anlos, Tog os , Abor~o s, Vet as , Kl i kors , 

Evenumes, Aves, Fenyis, Afi fes , Mafis , TSiames , Agaves , Tavias , 

Tokoeas, Tanyi gbes and Agudzas . 

Some of t hese groups set t l ed down so soon as they 

came to the Gbaga River near where Togo now is . Others pressed 

on further westwards. 

The Keta- Somes a t first ha lted and set t l ed at a 

plac e called AYIDIGA between the present tOlNnS of Afi adenyigba 

and Weta near the Ewlis and fo},borloves and Klikors who had 

already set t l ed down at GLIDZANU . The Ewl is and the Aborloves 

who were a cons t ant source of troubl es to all the other t ribes 

around t hem were l a t er on thrust back bey ond the Gbaga Ri ver 

in Togoland by a combined f orce of the Klikors, 'Ne t as and 

Keta - Somes led by a man call ed Akpo of Wet a . 

I t is not kno".\ how l ong the Keta - Some peopl e stayed 

at Ayi di ga , but i t cannot be mor e t han fi fty years , for by 

the time that the Danes had built Fort Fr iedensborg at Ningo 

in 1734 and were cruising down t he coast beyong Ada buying 

slaves , they had already come in contac t with the Keta people 

~'rho had long settled i n their n ew home . The settlement at 

Keta mus t have been in about 1700 . 

Here again it has been suggested by some that ;;he new 

horne founded on the sea- s hore was call ed Keta; mea ling the 

heaJ of the sand . 



This cannot be SOt Yhen the first hunters and fishermen, who 

evidently c ame across the l agoon in canoes arrived, they saw 

stretching far away to the east and west more of the sand to 

which they had come. The first settlers called the place Keheta, 

reminiscent of their original name and home in Abeokuta. The 

Danes l ater on corrupted this name and wrote it Quitta~ 

The Dogbos or Anlos, as they are now called, who had left 

Agu Nyorgbor just about the same time as the Somes had left it, 

came and lived at Korvime in Avenor. But they were soon driven 

away when Anyomiakpa a man of the stool hous e of Wenya killed 

the daughter of the Avenor Fetish Priest in a quarrel. They 

sought refuge with t-beir kinsmen the Keta people. But the Ketas 

would not share space with a people who had twice stained 

their hands in blood. They were therefore directed to the lands 

that lay east -ward along the sea- shore beyond Dedeke (Cape St. 

Paul), the boundary where they founded the town Anloga . Wenya 

the Chief Fetish Priest led them. 

Nukpornuku was the first Keta Fia or Ki ng . Very soon the 

land was too small for all the immigr ants who kept on coming 

unobstrusively from AYIDIGA to occupy. The clans of Ada and 

Agave who had come together with the Ketas from Notsie went 

away in a north-westerly direction towards the Volta River. 

The Agudzas a warlike clan of the left wing division of the 

Keta Army occupied lands extending from the presen"t sites of 

Vodza, and Kedz i to Blekusu. The Keta peopl e lived in four 

communities or clans comprising Apegame , Amukoe and Lafeto, 

Alata and Bate. 

CHAPTER 1 

Section 3: The causes and results of the Keta-war. 

Fia Nukpornuku was a wise and able ruler and the people 

of Keta lived in comparative peace and prospenity as soon as 

they settled down. They were originally mainl y farmers in 

their old home at AYIDIGA. But circumstances which had now 

Pronounced Ralta. 



made them dwell er s between the sea and the l agoon and on a 

sandy piec e of . land mu ch to o poor to be put t o any agricul tural 

u se , made t hem turn readil y to fishi ng . A great many of them . 

however, c on t inued the ar t of cl oth weaving, an art they had 

brought with them f r om the i r original home in Yoruba or Dahome. 

They fi shed in the lagoon and in the sea , grew cassava and 

co t t on on t he sandy stretch of l and, which was at that time 

c overed with thi ck growth of purs l ane, candle- wood trees, 

'foyiLtrees , etc. 

They traded with the .Danes in slaves and hides of 

monkeys, in exchange for guns and gunpowder and gold and rum and 

tobacco. 

In 1784 , a Danish merchant had a quarrel ;.,ith some 

of the Keta- people and he was i l l - treated . The Danes decided 

to punish the Keta- people for this. They collected a large army 

from among the Accras, Krobos and Akwrunus to help them do so. 

They crossed the Volta , and advanced burning a ll the villages 

in their 1,vay until they came wi thin sight of the Keta town. The 

Ke t a people met them and fought one successful rear-guard action 

against the advance- guard of the enemy but could not stop them. 

They cons equently sued for peace. One of the conditions which 

the Ketas accepted from the Danes was to allow a fort to be 

built at Keta. The Danish Governor who built the fort was called 

KIOGGO and the name of the fort was Prinzenstein. The piece of 

l and on which it was built was granted him by Ga or Fia Nukpornuku. 

The Danes on the one hand promised to give to the Fia an ~ual 

grant of some puncheons of rum, tobacco, kegs of gunpowder, 

flint- guns, clothes and money; and he on the other was to 

maintain peace and order among his people. Danish influence did 

not extend beyond Keta and Dzelukofe at that time . 

.some thirty or forty years after the Danes had been in 

Ket a , one Degeni, a Dumega and son of Klu Ga a prince of Keta 

was murdered by a Danish Officer. It w~s about an assault, one 

night, on a servant of the officer, by some young men in Degeni's 

house, when he (the servant) was sent there to bring away a girl. 
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The Danish Governor of the fort, Prinzenstei~ ordered 

Degeni to come to see him about the trouble, but he would not. 

In a rage , the officer rode up to the house of the Dumega, 

killed him and almost i mnlediatel y fled to Whydah in French 

Tosoland, until the storm which he certainl y anticipated , 

passed over. 
-t!-< 

When ,,f amily of the deceased clamoured for the life of the 

murderer the Danish Governor arranged for them to accept money 

instead . 

When Sape Agbo , who had been away when his bro ther was 

killed returned, he was laughed at and taunted by the women. He 

swore th~t he woul d aV2nge his brother ' s death or commit suicide. 
AttO~ 1 

\'iith the assistance of one of the widows / of his l ate 

brother, a woman who could speak the Danish language well, he 

waylaidmd killed the officer at Agorko, when he (the officer) 

was returning from Whydah too soon. It was at the eleven ginger-

bread palm trees half-way bet ween Adina and Hedzrenawa . That was 

about 1792 just after the Danes had stopped slave trading in Keta. 

The Danes at once took umbrage. Obt~ining with money 

the assistance of the Anlos who were outside their sphere of 

influence, they decided to punish the people of Keta . The Anlos 

who would not f i ght their o~m kinsmen, advised the Keta people 

to take a part of the money offered them, but they would not . 

They went home and the quarrel between the Danes and the Ketas 

continued. 

The Danes in the fort were beseiged. In trying to escape 

one night, the Governor was killed and then the Ketas were 

content. 

The next Danish Governor who came decided that the Ketas 

should be punished if Danish pr estige was to be upheld. He asked 

the Anlos again to help him against the Keta people. The Anlos 

agreed , but a rranged with the Ketas to load their guns with powder 

and not with bullets, and after the battle they were to share 

the Danish o££!"Jr. Kporsu was the Awadada of Anlo then. He led 

the battle. Th.e sham battle lasted for two days. The Ketas 

retreated eastwards according to plan . 
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When asked for the heads of the slain, the Anlos produc ed 

those of dogs . On the third day however, realising that the Danes 

were seeing through their game , the Anlos began to set fire to 

houses ana to collect booties to save their faces. The Keta 

people were offended . They used bullets and killed a larg e 

number of the Anlos in return. 

Broken-hearted, they retre ated and prepared to teach 

the Ketas a l esson. They asked the help oL-the Akwamus. The 

fight r aged fiercely , but Sape Agbo and his men wer e beaten 

beyond the l agoon . They retreated in a north- easterly direction, 

some t wenty miles east of AYIDIGA their home of about a cen tury 

before, and founded AGBOZUr-IE , the present chief town of their 

small k i ngdom. That was about ',1805, and just after the death 

of their Fi a, Adamah I son of Addo Kroffie . 

CHAPTER 1 

Se ction 4: Final settlement AGBOZOr-IE . 

The Kl ikors and Aflaos who had travelled quicker than the 

Keta- Somes did when they migrated from Notsie, settled at 

GLIDZAN~ in the wes t , and at AFLAO near LOr-IE, in the east, 

respec tively. 

Wh en the Keta-Somes arrived, these people were only too 

pl eased to see them back in their old home. The Klikors, their 
a 

particularly c l oser kinsmen, directed them to occupyLportion 

of the farming lands between them and the Whet as, and as much 

as they cou l d, of the sandy area of l and of purslane, date palms 

and royal palms , stretching further s outh to the edge of the Keta 

Lagoon. 

This area of land was gener ally 30NU~ill , because of the 

forests of date- palms and ginger- bread palms (sokuti) which 

cov ered it. 

The northern boundary between the new settlers and the 

Klikors wa~ marked by a huge idol (du- legba). This i dol still 

stands, very near the gate of the present Klikor tO~l. 
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In return for their unbounded kindness , and urged by a 

des ire to seek the g oodwill and g eneral oversight of their affairs, 

the Ket as offered a woman, some rum and money to the f etish Adzima 

which the Klikors worshipped . Be f ore then, goats were the _ 

sacrificial ani mals often offered. But by , this singular act of the 

Keta people the custom had altered. Since then , women (fiasidi) 

have been regul arly offered by all Ewe speaking peoples south of 

Tr ans -Volt e: area. Women so offered become wives of the fetish priest 

until such time as their probational period elapses and they are 

claimed by their families or married by their suitors . 

The Keta people then moved down s outh for about a few 

hundred yar ds from the 'Qoundar y , and amidst an i mpressive ceremony , 

dancing and singi ng, founded a new town. The story was told that the 

Keta Chief Fetish Priest caused t he head of a larg e r am which was 

slaughtered for sacrifice to be buried in the earth , the tips of the 

big horns s howing up above the surface of the ground. Wi th the 

r am 's head was a l so buried the s eed of a ginger - bread palm tree. 

At first, the new town was called Afegame- Vote. But, wh en a year 

after t his a twin-stalk of palm trees sprang from the spot, the 

pl ace became thenceforth called AGBOZU~m, meaning literally , 
hon'~ 

"between the ~ of a r am". 

These palm tre es can still be seen to- day , towering in 

their great height above all other trees in the area. But the 

people are now called KETA- SOME in remembrance of their stay 

at Keta and of the great forest of palm- trees (sokuti) in which 

they have now made the ir homes on the sandy stretch of l and 

bordering the Ke t a Lagoon . 

The f i rst Fia of Agbozome was Amu , son of Adamah I. 

Three ye ars passed by, and the peopl e had scarcel y 

settled down '>1hen they wer e again at war with the Anlos. This 

time the quarrel arose because the Agbozome people attempted to 

stop the Anlos from fishing in a part of the lagoon called 

Agudzave, near Kedzi . It was in a part of the land belonging to 

the Keta people. The Anlos resen t ed t his restriction, and 

reso l ved to fight . In the battle which followed, they and their 

allies the Akwamus ,,,ere badly beaten at Dol ome . ]11any of their 

prominent leaders were either killed or captured and subsequently 
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burnt at DZENUNYE- KPODZI , a pl ace near Agbozome. Dzenunye- Kpodzi 

means "I have now had t he worst of i t" . 

Abake , the Akwamu l eader was killed. Gligui, a man who 

had i ron bangl es on his arms as a mark of his office was cut 

to pieces at GABO- VEME (ditch of iron- bangled arms). He led the 

Anlo army . 

As soon as the war was over Sape Agbo leader of the 

Ke t a- Some army r e tired seven mi le s down to the sea- shore and 

with a handful of his clansmen, founded the town of Hedzr anawa 

which means l iterally, "He who dares again must come over here". 

Dumega Anthony from Afegame -Vote founded the town of Adafienu. 

Denu, the "toll gate" lias founded by Dovi Avu . It was for some 

time the pl ace at which tolls wer e c ollec ted by the Fi as of 

Some from all who passed through to enter Bagida, Port Seguoro, 

Anecho, Agoe- Adzigo , Fla, Glefe or Kotonu. Adina was founded 

by Dumega Gbenyo . It was for some t ime call ed Elmina Chica 

(Small Elmin a) probably because of the r ole i t was destined 

to play in human traffic as did Elmina on the Fanti coast. It 

was t he mai n slave port i n the area . Sl aves were regularly 

shipped f rom there to Ameri ca by Gbenyo. He collected them 

from Ablotsivia (little London) a small settlement iniliand, 

s ituated at where the Klikor town now i s. An agreement of 

Jrd January 1852 stopped th e people of Adina from deal ing any 

longer in slaves. 

In 1850 , the English bought ·the Keta Fort from the Danes 

and took over the administration of the area, this time, as 

far west as the estuary of the Volta River. Keta which was 

destroyed and had remained empty for a number of years was 

now r ebuil t and occupied by a trader one Lagbo of Anyako , and 

s ome of his clansmen. 

Amu , the Fia of Keta- Some whu had ruled his people for 

about twenty years and ruled them very ill was at one time set 

aSide, though not actually distooled.(The Keta-Some people do 

not use distoolment as an ins trument for disapproving the rule 

of their Fias . They suspend them for a period of time) His son 

Klu Hor was the care-taker of the people for about a year 
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In 1861 in an outbreak of war between Agoe- Adzigo and the 

people of Anecho, the Keta-Some people sent an army of about 

200 people under the command of Gbaclag o to assist the Adzigos, 

their kinsmen. Gbadago was from the Adotri Division of Keta- Some . 

This asistance was a great success . Ai ded by H.M.S."Spitfire" 

which bombarded the town, the Anechos and their allies t he Anlos 

were beaten. "An agreement of peace between them was signed on 

20th Apri l, 1864 . 

CHAPTER 1 

Section: 5 The English and the " Treat y of Agbosome'! 

For a l most twenty ye~rs after the death of Amu and after 

the Agoe-Adzigo war, Elu- Hor arrogated to himself the power of 

collecting tools in the whol e of the south- eastern corner of 

the district. He was particularly s evere to pers ons coming in 

from outside his jurisdiction. The payment of taxes too became 

burdensome and irritating to the people . The Anlos who constantly 

came through t he l and on to Anec ho , ... ere cruelly handl ed . The 

Chief Fetish Priest of Anlo sent one Bonsu "and three other persons" 

to him praying for t he mitigation of the toll collection but he 

woul d not. The English all this whil e adopted a laissez faire 

attitude towards the situation. 

Eventually, on 2nd December , 187~ , six years before 
,s 

Klu Hor died, and thirty years after the English had occupied 

Keta, the British Government in the Gol d Coast signed a formal 

"TREATY OF FINAL AGREEiI1ENT" with the peopl e of Keta- Some. In it 

the people finally a cknowledged the territorial jurisdiction of the 

ritish Government over the s ea - board of Keta- Some for two miles 

from the"high water mark", inland. 

They a cknowledged also the right of the British Government 

to i mpose such duties and taxes on the territory as they saw fit. 

They fo r merlly denied having at any other time" ceded any 

sovereign right" to any power other than Her Majesty's Government 

in England. 
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They agreed not to permit human sacrifices or slave 

dealing or murder i n their lands. They were also to assist the 

officers of the government in apprehending offenders of the law. 

In consideration of these "sti pulations" and for the 

land and fort at Keta the Governor Herbert Taylor Dssher on behalf 

of the British Government was to pay to the "Kings and Chiefs" of 

Keta- Some the sum of one- thousand one - hundred and twenty- five 

dollars($1125) whi ch was approximate ly £234.7.6d annually, and to 

allow them "to l and free of duty 20 puncheons 0f rum and 60 cases 

of gin on appl i cation to the District Commissioner of QUittah". 

The Governor a lso agreed not to disturb any persons in 

Keta-Some, but to protec.t them "and reserve to them all the 

civic rights" they had before t he signing of the agreement. 

The people con timued to collect this "sti pend" right up 

to the close of the reign of Makat a who was Fia from 1885-1895. 

but two years before his death there was great troufule in 

apportioning the money so collected . On one occasion one of the 

Chiefs was strangled to death in a br awl over the money . 

On the 6th of August, 1893 , the peopl e signed a "Solemn 

Deed and Compac t" to forgo "thenceforth and forever" the stipen~d . 

An amount of £1400 was paid to them by way of arrears. But the 

authencity of this "Deed" has ever since been que,stioned. At 

any rate , Klu \vormenor and others who signed that "Compact" 

on behal f of the" Ki ngs and Chiefs" of Some were considered 

imprudent in doing so, as they did not understand a word of the 

deed, and had n o idea as to the extent to which they committed 

themselves and their people . 

Denu who became F ~ a on 2nd September, 1896 had the whole 

of his reign disturbed in combating attempts by the Anlo people 

to extend jurisdiction over the Keta- Some people. If the Anlos 

considered themselves victors in the Keta- war in which they 

Keta- Somes were driven from Keta , it must al so be remembered 
~ drfe.,~ 

that this ~~ "'as off-set by the humiliating 9fte they suffered 

at Dolome and Dzenunye- Kpodzi. And, coupled by the fact that the 

English had entered into a separate agreement wi th Keta-Somes 



and acknowl edged t heir jurisdiction over sever al t owns and 

villages west and north of Afl ao, t here was no justification 

f or t he Anlo cla i m. 

Ther e was no doubt that the Briti sh peopl e supported this 

uncalled- for claim of the Anlos , and this certainl y must have 

been due to the distorted i nterpre t ation the Anl os gave to the 

his tor y of the mi gr ation from Notsie and of the l ine of hereditary 

ru lers i n Anl o and Keta- Some. 

Before the German occupation of Togoland in 1904 the Fia 

of Ke t a- Some exercised rule over the following towns and villages : 

Djod j e , Penyi , Ehi, Agoe, Drave, Asame , Evli, Bolu, Tsevie , 

Gl avi e, Tove, Koefe, Noepe , Akepe, Kovi, Dokpala , Badza , Have 

and Ave - Dakpa. 

On 22nd October 1912, as a r esult of investigations by 

Ii'.G. Crowther, the then Secretary for Native Aff airs, the 

i ndependence of Keta- Some was disallowed. He said though "I am 

persuaded that .. . .. the ~g~osom~ have enjoyed a c ertain 

independence from the stool of Awuna- Ga, ffi1d this independence 

was recognised to the extent of a treaty being made between the 

Brit ish Government and Agbosome on December 2nd 1$79 under 

the terms of which a stipened was pai d by the former to the 

latter . .. .. yet I do not think that it should be allowed to 

carry weight .... The Fias of Agbosome and the principal people 

of Agbosome are of the tribe of Bate ... ... The Agbosomes are 

resident on land$ .. . .. which i s the property of either Klikor 

or Af l a o, both of which group r ecognise the paramouncy of 

Awuna . "There is a l s o closeness of relationship in blood ... to 

the three principal settlers at the time of migration from 

Nwachi, \venya , Sri and Adel adza" " I do not think therefore that 

the independence of Agbosome (Keta-Some) should be recognised" 

Ever since this declaration, a lot of confusion, unhappy 

feeling s and pai nful i ncidents have happened between the Keta­

Somes ,n d the Anlos . 

Fia Denu died in 1915 and he was succeeded on 15th May 

1916 by Adamah II, grandson of Amu 

Gold Coast Revi ew Vol.], No . 1 page Hl, 1927 
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CHAPTER \ l 

Section 6: 

NOTSIE AS IT IS TO-DAY: 

It is between Lome and Atapame. It is east or Agu. 

It is about 30 kilometres rrom Lome along the railway. It is s1-

tuated in the midst of a great savana-Iand. During the dry season, 

too t i s in De'cember and January, when the grass 1s burht all 

round by bhe bush-fire one can see miles around in every 

direction. 

The peopl e are farmers. Their main products are corn, 

cassava, yam and cotton. A gfeat deal of the cotton is home­

spun and woven i nto a Rind of l~cal cloth. The people are poor 

in physique. ~his results from their poor diet. However, they 

look civilised and well-dressed. 

The town itself is a group of twelve or more kinship 

group quarters or villages. In the past, they have all lived 

together. The ancient wall which once encompassed the town still 

stands upon its ruins. After the bush-rires it shows in clear 

relief against the grassy plain. It is about eighteen feet 

'V .... 

thick. It is about twelve or more feet high. But now only 

\10 
six feet or it remains in most parts. As seven gates, without 

of course its doors , are still decernable. It takes half an hour 

to go round the walls. 

The people are pagans. The earthern idol is eVident 

at the gate of every house. Though there is a Roman Catholic 

church in tovm, yet the people are not in any way divorced rrom 

their ancient pagan beliefs and practices. Many dialects of the 

Ewe l anguage are spoken, and one can at once decern the many 

tribes of Ewe people who lived there many years ago, by the many 

stresses and intonations of the people as they speak. 
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CHAPTER 2 

The Pattern of Settlement: 

Sect i on 1: The Ol d Pattern of Settlement. 

The who l e of Keta-Some is an aggl omeration of several 

hundred small kinship groups, gathered together in three main 

Quarters, viz: ADOTRI (which comprises two sub-groups, Apegame 

and Amukoe joined together), KPORDIWLOR and AGUDZA. These three 

main Quarters are the Central, the Ri ght and the Left Wing Divisions 

of the Keta- Some army. 

During the Keta- War when the Central Division was t hrust 

back and occupied the l ands north of the Keta-lagoon, the 
~~h 

KPORDIWLOR and AGUDZA~ivisions wfte had lived respectively, at 

where Adina and Kedzi are to-day, came and joined t heir kinsmen 

in their new home at AGBOZUME. 

The whole land was, in princ i ple, held i n trust for the 

people by the Paramount Stool, but in pr actice , heads of ~~A 

groups chose for t hemselves which po r tions of it to occupy. 

In the earliest days a ll the peopl e liv ed i n the three 

-- separate Quarters mentioned above, very much nea r one another . 

Each quarter then comprised a numb er of minor ki ns hip groups or 

clans. Each clan consisted of a f a t her, a mother and childr en 

and very close rel a tives, each t r aci ng the descent along both the 

patrilineal and mat rilneal lines t o a common ancestor. Ex-

domestic slaves and st r angers we r e r egarded as members of the 

clan a nd had the s ame p r ivil eges as the original members. It was 

only recalcitrant ex- s l aves and st r angers that were individually 

given different i a l t rea t ments. 

The pattern of settlement was that clan- groups as distinct 

f rom k i nshi p groups built their houses around those of the 

heads of t he Clans. But the l and was ovmed by the Head of t he 

foundi ng kinship group and the cl ans derived their rights fr om 

it. Concl us ivel y , i t was, and still it is to - day , the clan ~ 

t ha t form~& the basis of the whole social fabric and or ganisation. 

The hous es were r ound huts built of SWish- mud, i n f r ame­
."I-,do.& 

works of tw4gs, and roofed with gr ass. The r oofs had s teep 

slopes and overhanging eaves to t hrow off t he r a i n . The f l oor 

was of ea rth ••••• 



was of earth beaten hard wi th a heavy mallet. There were no 

windows to let i n the a ir. But sufficient a ir passed in between 

the walls and the roof as to make the rooms cool . The houses of 

each fami l y were bui l t around a circular compound, and joined on 

to one another by strong fences of sticks and tWigs. A wide open 

space in the centre shaded by a tree was the rendevous of the 

clan council . There was generally a gate F to the compound , crossed 

by a low hurdle. 

Where the compounds were close together, the streets 

between them were a jig-saw of narrow winding dark lanes shutting 

out the rays of the sun. It was not infrequent that people ran 

into ene.,another in them at dark nights. Fires and plagues and 

infectious diseases were in those days a disaster to the community. 
f;,r K.L '30 d. •. 

Each quarter had ~ shrine,,, They were conspicious by the cluster 

of trees and gefteral cl eanliness around their compounds, and in 

the off-season by the sepulchral silence around them. It was 

generally around the shrines, in every direction, that the clan 

dwellings were spread. Clupps of bushes separated one quarter 

from another, and in a convenient open space a market was held 

twice or thrice every week. The pattern was the same in the 

villages on the littoral and in the Agbozome township for quite 

a long time after the ~~~settlement in 1805. 

But soon some of the people began to seek new homes as new 

attractions, new occupations and new interests began to dawn 

upon them. Clans which~ere attracted by the sea and fishing,left 

their original kinship groups at Agbozome and founded homes on 

the sea shore. At first they were temporary fishing settlements. 

The houses were built of stltcks and mud, IIUld maintained as long 

as the fishing seasons lasted. It was won~t for the fishing 

families to return to their kinship groups at the end of each 

season for the purpose of offering sacrifices to the ancestral 

Spirits or propitiating the household gods. The hamlets soons 

grew into villages, and ghe villages into towns, until it 

became necessary for each to organise itself into quarters 

along the original pattern. Each village had its headman or Hanua. 

Simultaneously with the migration of some of the people 

from the original .•• 
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from the original settlements or quarters to found fishing 

villages and towns on the sea coast, came a sudden scramble for 

pieces of lands in the sandy area down south of the town. The 

main attraction was, and still is to a certain extent to-day, 

the introduction of cODonut,and with it the desire to own coconut 

plantations. Another was the ease with which good water could be 

got by sinking wells only a few feet deep, as compared with the 

privations they suffered in doing so from dried-up water holes and 

stream courses. It was not uncommon to hear some families say 

that their reason for going to make a new home among the purslane, 

ginger-bread palm trees and foti bushes was to escape from the 

evil eyes of a particular neighbour who , they thought, was 

responsible for the many deaths among them. 

The ri ghts to the l ands in t his area at first belonged 

solely to the Paramount stool. But in the course of time these 

were delegated to other members of t he chiefly clan, who in turn 

gave free-hold or out-right purcha se rights to individuals who 

so desired. 

~he practice at first was t hat a man acquired 2 or 3 acres 

of land, built a stick-and-grass hut (kpotogbae) pl anted coconuts 

and grew tiger-nuts or groundnuts on them. He visi t ed the 

plantation every morning and only went back to his family every 

evening. Later on, his whol e family moved away with him to the 

new settlement. Once or twice a week however, members of the 

family went back t o the clan home (afedome) to see the clan head 

or for the purpose of taking part in ceremonial sacrifices to the 

gods. 

Very soon, however, the r ush for l ands disrupted the 

original compact pat tern of living in qua~ters. It even broke 

the communal life. Families broke away from the clans and kinship 

groups. For, each homstead in the new sett l ement was a well-knit 

unit and had very little in common with the others two hundred 

or three hundred yards away. But when members of the family 

in the new mome were ill, they were taken back to the clan homes. 

There were, and still are, cases exactly contrariwise. Nonetheless, 

the original clan home and hinship quarters and affiliations ~ 

remained the connecting link between these scattered homes. 
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CHAPTER 2 

S,ection 2: The New Pattern of Settlement. 

~e preponderance of the at tractions to live in ease and 

in quiet surroundings has led a large number of people to leave 

the original kinship quarters to live on the coconut plantations. 
\'<>(" 

It is the practice f~ famili es from the same clan to live near 

enough to one another, each in his ovm portion of land and 

plantation. Permanent homes have now been built. The one t i me stick 

and grass round huts have been replaced by rectangular swish-mud 

and grass-roofed buildings. Iron-sheet roofed buildings are now 

a fashion and fast taking the places of the old tyPe of buildings. 

Owing to the influx of people into the area, distances 

between the hamlets have considerably reduced. New clanship 

groupings based on the original ones are now fast taking place; 

but in some instances miles of plantation separate clan- groups 

that had once lived together in the same compound. For twelve 

miles in length and one-and-half miles broad, various hamlets a 

few hundred yards apart lay sprawling under the dark,shady pa~ trees. 

But, again, the changed ways of life have not lost for 

the people all their former kinship affiliations. Large port ions 

of their original quarters are now a shamble of houses, but still 

they are the centre of thei r civic life. Funerals, national 

festivals, organised drumming and dancing and other social 

activities a~e more significant when they are observed there. For 

thiS, reason it is now the fashion for the people to keep two 

homes: one, in the clan home and the other on the palm tree 

plantations. Many buildings therefore which were deserted many 

years ago and left to ruin in the weather have now been rebuilt 

and occupied, in many cases, by the custodian of the clan gods. 

It is important to notice that some of the new settle­

ments on the littoral and on the plantations, such as Agoko, 

Do~bekofe, Kpohakofe, Sohume, Agotome, Kumadekofe, Sonto, 

Adavukofe etc. have sufficiently grown large to be called villages. 

Whilst some of them still get their supply of food-crops and fish 

from the old market, others provide for their own needs. They are 

not without their own headmen, the guardian of their own customs, 

their black-smiths ••••• 



their black-smiths, their tailors, their oil-pressers, their 

fish-sellers, and sometimes their own shops of foreign goods. 
~"'" :\od., 

The shrine ~ the local school and the church are other noticeable 
t(....ciw· 

features ofAcorporate l ife. 



CHAPTER 2 

Section 3: How They Build Their Houses 

~en or rirteen years ago when a YOltng man wanted to 

build a house, he would ask his neighbours, rive or six men, 

and about ten or rirteen women and girls to help him retch the 

loose soil,- the best suitable soil ror the purpose- rrom a near­

by 9.uarry. 

The most suitable soil is~e one which is a mixture 

or loam and clay. 

In the morning or the appointed day, the men would 

sally rorth with hoe~, pick-axes, shovels and spades and the 

women and girls with pans and other receptacles suitable ror 

retching soil. Ir the man was well regarded in the community 

and was very so~iable with the women and the girls his company 

was orten a very l arge one •. 

From dawn till dusk amidst singing, mirth and jollity, the company 

would collect the soil in heaps . Mentioning the name or the man 

and his wire, ir he was married, the girls would sing: 

"'Osee ..• ; eyi •.• ee 

Hayee •• , eyi ••• ee 

Osee .•• ; eye .•• ee 

Ha~e •• ; eyi •.• ee 

Amuzu r'anyi tsi weto 100) (2 times) 

Mekpo arne ne woaloe ne 0 100 

Ameyo r'anyi tsi weto 100 ~ 

Mekpo arne ne woaloe ne 0 100 : " 

literally it means: 

Ho ! there, all ot: you 

Hey: here, all or us J 

Ho ! there, all or you 

Hey! 7 here, all or us J 

Amuzu's soil ror building lies loose in 
9.uarryJ 

There's none to retch it ror him 

Ameyo's sOlIil ror building lies loose in 

9.uarry) 

And there's none to help her retch it. 

the 

the 
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The number of heaps 'of soil for a fair size company, working 

all day l ong, with a short break at noon for meals, was five or 

six. For a large company it may be eight or nine, which was 

large enough to build an average-sized house. 

There was a respite of a week or two during which the 

man busied himself collecting other materials or working out his 

plans. Soon, he would again ask his benefactors to he~p him 

work up the soil into hard paste or mud. ~is ~ime, the women 

and girls would come with pots and other receptacles for fetching 

water for the purpose. The breaking up of the l oose soil into 

swish and mud was a ~erl strainous piece of work, much more 
~~~ 

exacting than collecting it. It m&y t&ke two or three hours 

to have two heaps broken down into the proper tone of mud suitable 

for laying up walls. Only two or three heaps were worked with at 

a time. This was so, for, each layer of wall which was about 

two or three feet high ~ ge t sufficiently dried up before a 

fresh one was put on. 

After the hard day's work, the company of pepple was 

again fed by the employer. The laying up of walls was the work 

of three or four experts, whilst the children, boys especially, 

fetched up to them the mud rolled into balls. With a short break 

at noon for a meal, it took a whole day to lay the foundation and 

the initial superstructure of a building. 

The plan for the building was made not by a mason but 

by a local expert wall-layer. His instrument of measurement was 

neither the foot-rul nor the metre. The whole plan was stepped 

out, placing the feet flat on the ground, one after the other. 

Now, this communal system of building a house has given 

way to building societies. Each building society may consist of 

ten or twelve men and about half a dozen women. 

A young man wanting to build a house would have to 

consult one of these societies. He will specify what paan of 

building he desires to put up. This may be inspected by an 

expert or a delegation of the SOCiety, if he has already made 

one himself •••••• 



one himself. If he has not, he may be helped to do so. The 

execut i ve committee of the society would discuss with the would-
c.k.Q..r':)e 

be owner of the building how much they would ~ for putting 

up all the walls. A four-roomed structure may cost between 

£10 and £20. When all is decided, an advanceoc paid by the would­

be oxner to the society is always a pre-requisite to his 

willingness and ~apacity to foot the b ill. The ~ociety then 

sets to work, doing the soil into paste or mudh, l aying up the 

walls and covering them up with leaves to pre~ent them from 

being washed thin by rains. 

ROOFING: In the interval between the f irst consultation with 

the building society for a house and the lay i ng up of the l ast 

wall, the house owner collects ~aterials for roofing. They are, 

heavy beams f or roof-posts, strong sticks for battens and 

rafters, thatch and grass for covering up and ropes for fastening· 

He may purchase odum or agor for beams. For battens and rafters 

he may have to buy bamboos and coconut palm mid- ribs. Grass, 

whc ih is the most important material for roofing is now very 

difficult to get . You may either have to buy up the grass as 

it stands growing up on a piece of land, or the already made-up 

grass bundles - or stacks. If t he house-owner decides upon 

~aying up the gro~lEg, grass, he consults the land owner. A 

portion, the land itself of course exempted, is measured out to 

him for money_ If he would have to avoid being forstalled by 

some-one else, it is always advisable to buy the grass whilst 

it is still green. 

A day is appointed when, with the help of a number of 

friends the grass is cut down, and spread out to di!.'y in the sun. 

The dried grass is then made up into sheafs and carried home. 

t he whole lot of sheafs of loose grass must now be woven into 

bundles of five or six feet in span, supported by made-up 

tendrils at either end. If the house-owner has friends who are 

-~--_..w_·, ..... linll.. ~ •• 
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willing to help him the weaving up is a~ways a short a~~air. 

It may take a month or so to do. But in view o~ the amount o~ 

troubles it entails in doing one's ovm thatch, it is i ncreasi ngl y 

becoming the practice ~or people to buy up the already made up 

stacks. 

The putting up o~ the roo~ is a job ~or skil~ul men. 

I t may take a whole day ~or about six men t o do the ~rame-work. 

Then, line upon line the woven bundles of grass are carefully 

l aid on the frame-work, the made-up tendrils holding the grass in 

position. The whole grass cover may take a day to do. It is 

a tradition that those Who 40 ~his last act of seeing a house made 

up, are rewarded not with money, but with a good meal of 

chicken soup and the ~a~ourite dish of 'akple'. 

When all available means and resources are near at hand, 

and when labour is not interrupted by incidences of death and 

funeral or bad weather, it takes six months to have a .house 

built. 

As it is becoming increasingly difficult to obtain both 

the proper soil and grass for building, so houses of cement 

blocks roofed with corrugated iron-sheets are becoming very 

popular in Keta-Some. The result is that the number of skilled 

masons ha~~ increased correspondingly. But, side by side 

throughout the towns and villages both types of houses exist. 



THEIR BUILDI~NnGS~-~------------------~~~1~--

The normal plan of a house of an average Keta-Some f amily 

is one or t wo buildings surrounded by a wi de rec tangula r yard, 

fenced off with coconut palm-leaf~ we¥err i~ mats . The mat s 

are securely f astened with two or three rows of r a ilings of t he 

Bame material , a gainst posts driven i nto the soft earth. The 

posts are general l y thr ee or four feet apart. There i s a l ways 

a gate or two to the main yard s ecu r ed by a doo r made fr om t he 

palm l eaves . The fence is kept in repai rs by cons tant r enewals 

at l east, t wice a year. But where termi tes are a harvoc, it 

mus t be r enewed more often than this . A back yard t o the ma in 

building s erves the p~o~e of privacy; that is f or bathing 

enclosures, kitchen apartment and a pen fo r domestice ani mal s 

and birds. 

The main buildi ng normally contains four rooms. There 

is a centra l hall into whi ch opens two bed rooms. One of the 

bedrooms i s used by the man of the house whi l st the other may be 

used by his wife. The cent r al hall is where the man meets his 

friends and visi to r s , eats h i s meals or holds meetings of the 

f amily or clan. The younger memb ers of the family, particularly 

the boys s l eep i n this room at night . Ah e l derly young man of 

t he family Wh o is marri ed but has not as yet built his own house 

occup ies a r oom which opens i nto the kitchen apartment. But it 

is now becoming a rule, rather than the exception for a young man 

to leave hi s par ent s ' house , and live in his own as soon as he 

marries. 

The a l t ernative arrangement in living quarters in some 

cases, where the man of the house has two wives is for the EX 

erderl y woman to l ive in the room which opens into t he Kitchen 

ya rd. She l ives there ~ ~ h~~ h@pgel~ with her 

children •• •• • • 
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children, girls ~who have not reached puberty and boys t wo or 

three years ol d. The younger wife lives i n one of the bedrooms 

which opens into the c entra l hall with girl s who have reached 

puberty or are between eight and t welve years , olJ. 

Where accommodation i s limi ted in scope i n any family 

boys between the ~ges of f i fteen and eighteen live with their 

elderly brothers who own houses or joi n boys of the same age 
'1 

group i n the house of a near kinsman who has ~room$ to spare. 

Gi r l s of what ever age~re never allDwed to s l eep outside their 

parents' hous~ even ~here there is acute shortage of living 

space. 

A l arge number of houses belonging to the poorer 

classes are roof ed with grass. The walls which are made of swish 

mud, are nine or ten feet high, in layers, each two feet high 

and about nine or ten mnches thick. Most buildings are not 

ceil ed, neither are the walls plastered smo~th. The fl oors 

which are laid up with earth have holes in them made by dripping 

rain from the roof above. There are not many windows to these 

houses. The rooms in some of them are so dark that even in broad 

day, it might be necessary to enter them with a light or wait 

till one's eyes get used to their inky darkness. There is, 

however, a growing appreciation for cement bricks buildi~gs 

and corrugated iron sheet roofs for two reasons: One is that 

they do not let in the rain. The ravages of white termites are 

so great in the area, that swish walls do not last longer than 

five years. They soon become heaps of ants' nests. Another 

reason, whi ch is mainly economical, is that the cost of thatching 

bui l dings is now considerably higher, when compared with iron-

sheet buildings. 

Furnishing, is generally of the simplest kind. In most 

respects it is even crude. A low wooden structure of about two 

feet square serves the purpose of a dining table, around which 

the younger members of the family stoop, squat or kneel for 
" c<>lI"l's«bl e 

meals. A garden orAselas~8iQ@ chair for the old man of the house 

is now a fashionable i=9lr~tiel'h ¥.,n'j ' 

The kitchen ••••.•• 



THE KI TCHEN. 

A kitchen i s u.§uallY-~§l _s.eparate structure. 

It is generally built at the back-yard of the main 

compound and in an enc l osure of its own. This is so for two 

beasons: The ave rage Keta- Some housewife detests unnecessary 

interruption by other people in the course of her kitchen duties. 

She doesn't l ike her attention to be distracted by other thi ngs 
~ 

that happen in the house; for if she allows ~ ~ to 

happen and the meals fail to come out at the proper time or 

defici ent in the prope~fl a~our she would have no reasons to give, 

and must consequently b eprepared for the raillery of her husband. 

Secondly, not everyone, either in the house or outside 

it is allowed to l ook into the meal in the course of its 

preparation. It is believed that persons with the'evil eye' may 

cause harm to all who partake of the meal into which they 

(the witches or wizards) have had the chance to l ook into whi le 
~ 

it :i5! being made. 

II-. \>-,hol-tlnl't may be six feet high, ten or twelve feet long and 

six or seven feet wide. Its walls may be of swish-mud or a 

frame-work of sticks embossed with coconutrmats. There is 

generally a window or two, but as there are no chimneys to let out 

the smoke, thatch ends heavily blackened with smoke hang menancingly 

over the boiling meals. Hearth-stones are two or three heaps of 

earth regularly rubbed with red clay. Tuck away in a corner ~s 
oJ- eCl,.r \'h 

another heap~two or three feet high is the grinding stone. Other 

vessels and utensils which in the eyes of the housewife cowplete 

the furnishing of an idea l kitchen are pots of various sizes, 

... 
a mortar andAPounding sticks, a stool, a wooden ladel, a salt 

rack, a grinding bowl, a stirring rod or stick, a knife, a sift and 

the ubiquitous pepper-onion-tomato-basket. 
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CHAPTER 3 

Section 1. Keta- 30me: Its Geographical Position. 

Keta- Some area is a particularly small part of the 

Trans Volta Togoland Region. 

The Trans Volta Togoland Regi on is a compar atively new 

region of the Gold Coast. It was established on the 1st. of 

July, 1952. 

It is broadl y described as that part of the Go l d Coast 

',vhich lies between the French Trust Territory of Togoland on the 

e as t, and the lands wes t of the Volta, Daka and Eulusulu Rivers. 

I ts northern extreme section does not follow any well defined 

natural features . 

The Regi on comprises Togo12nd under United Kingdom 

Trusteeship and the Southern part of the Go ld Coast Colony, 

whic h i s mainly Eweland. 

The Region is roughl y 5C miles i n width from the estuary 

of the Volta River to Aflao , along the sea- board, washed by the 

At l ant ic Ocean . The northern part of the southern section i n 

which lies Keta- Some i s hill and forest land. It includes a 

number of peaks and ridges rising to about 2,000 feet above 

sea- l evel. Adaklu i s the highest hill here . It is 1,965 feet 

high . 

The forest thins down into bush country. further down 

~, the bush thins out gradually until you get to the extreme 

south. It then merges into sava! ah countr ' , ~ ~h heta­

Some aIld r eaches the sea coast. 

Keta- Some therefore lies in the south- eastern corner 

of the Trans -Volta- Togoland Region. It is in the Keta District . 

(Until 1951 this district "'as known as Keta- Ada . ll.da has since 

then formed a separate District) 
0. pol 

In the south Keta- Some extends along the sea- shore from f'.. 

near Keta in the west to Aflao in the east, for a distance of 

about 20 miles . The .,flao Local F.uthori ty fonus its eastern 

boundary. Five miles from where the 1,ccr8 road joins the Ho-Jenu 

road, the boundary follo,,,s a perfectly straigl t course in a 

north-~Testerly ... 
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! THE COASTAL STRIP OF LAND. 

This region of the area i s an extension of the piece 

of land which stretches from Keta in the west to the bor der 

of Aflao, near the French Togol and frontier. It i s about 20 miles 

long . It is all sand , yellow coarse sand, on which t he great 

waves of the Atlantic toss and break in spray and foam. 

I n certai n parts, particularly where the tOlimS of J<eta 

and Kedzi are, it is only a few hundred yards wide. Nowhere i s 

the land more than ten feet ab ove sea-level. In fact, Keta town 
_h-

ie eeaei~P EHi rel~o---ctlHl Sea, _Q for t h e past 27 years t¥ie--l~ 

has been constantly eroded by the sea. A l arge portion of the 

town, not excluding f ine houses and valuable personal properties 

have been lost in the sea . Lands lying west and east of the town 

are elevated and are therefor e safe from the i nroads of the sea. 

The who l e share is fringed , in all its length by enormous 

groves of c oconut pal ms. These groves 1Vhen seen from off - shore 

look like an i mpenetrable forest. Here and there they are 

separ ated by low- l Yi ng bushes of grass , four or five feet high, 

or by clusters of purs l ane and wild prickly shrubs. There was, 

before the i ntroduction of coconut in the area, thick low forests 

of candle- wood and mangoe trees. 

In one or two pl aces, particularly at Blekusu , a toml 

5 mi l es east of Keta , there are depressions in the sandy earth. 

These depressions or~onds are three or four feet deep, and about 

50 to 60 yards wide. They conta.in br ackish .later and a number of 

fresh and salt water fishes. These ponds oet reduced in size 

during the dry season , but they have never been knOlm to get 

dried up . 

The only birds and animals there throughout the year are 

those that are domesticated . The goat and the sheep a.'1d the pig, 

and the fowl and the duck roam about the villages in complete 

abandon . 

During the main fishino- season, hm"lever, that is fron, 
~ ...... j~ 
be~eeel to FeBF~aFY a number of ki'1gfishers, the common dove, the 

sparrow and the swallOlv may be seen UP the palm tre s on,. in the 

market places. The sharp shrieks of other sea-birds overhe,,,i get 

on the nerves . 
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Down the winding paths and among the bushes and shrubs 

mice of different sizes, from the small striped one to the big 

burly and seemingly well- fed rat live in holes burrowed in the 

soft earth. 

Lizards and wall- gechos are found everY'_here, up the 

coconut stems in the morning and down them in the noon. Snakes 

are rare, but occasionally the green mamba and the grass - snake 

may be seen. 

Insects and other flies are common. Thi s is more so 

during the wet season. At night the mosquito is source of 

annoyance and danger to man . 

CHAPTER 3 

Section 2(b) Marshes and LaRoon depressions. 

Directly behind the sandy coastal strip of land, ~j a£ 

if it 1f~1 e a=€l~:F!~:O $ ' :11, is the Keta Lagoon. It extends the whole 

of the Keta- Some area. All along the stretch its width varies. 

At Adina it is 2 miles across to the mainland which lies 

north-west of it. At Agavedzi it is 3 miles across as t he crow 
• flies. The stretch directly between Blekusu and Tamaklokofe i s 

4 miles wide. But at Denu where it is but marshes and water hol es 

gro~m allover with tall rich grass, it is about a mile wide . At 

Agavedzi there is an occurance of a number of brakish ponds v ery 

much like those at Blekusu , but with one differ enc e ; they ar e 

big;er and have numerous channels or openings i nto the mai n l agoon. 

It is not unusual to find islands of elev ated s andy s t retche s of 

land between these openings. They ar e usu ally f r inged round by 

clusters of mangroves, whose bright foli age and sti lt- like roots 

present a picturisque sis ht. Some of these is l ands are covered ,ath 

low lying grass or bush 4 or 5 feet hi gh . J, few more coconut 

plantations are glJown here; and her e and there to eke out their 

living farmers grow cassava and okro i n the poor soi l. 
h<>h 

The lagoon supports no ~ l ife except when in floods . 

But at its ~inges where bushe s grot! the bush-mouse may be seen 

every nO\~ and then. "and and mud- crahs are a com ~on sight. 
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Keta- Some area i s the sandy stretch of land bordering the whole 

12 or 13 miles of the northern side of the Keta Lagoon. It is 

important not that i t is rich i n any natural or mineral resources, 

but because : 

1. It is the portion of the area that supports the 

greater part of it s population and affords it a 

homeland , and 

2 . It g ives it an economic importance in the whole 

of the Eeta Distric t. 

This sub- region i s gener ally called SONUME. A walk on the 

grounds of the Local Counci l School and up the Accra roc.d gives 

you a sucession of distant views in all directions of this 

sub- region. It extends for 12 or 13 ,~iles from ~bedzekofe i,l the 

east to Tamaklokofe in the west. The soil is of dark hue much 

finer than that on the sea- shore. As ;;;; walks on it, J'""* get~ 

the i mpression of walking over fine wheat flour. A few hundred 
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feet up the edge of the lagoon , one notices a harder or firmer 

floor of earth over which , as it were, a soft layer of this 

sand is spread. Further up, this kind of soil g i ves way , and 

..;;;:. wal kj; i n deep loose sand. The extent of this sub- region from 

various points on the edge of the lagoon go i ng northwards varies 

a great deal . It is 2~ miles between Biko and Agotome; i mile 

between Kosikofe and Gbedzekofe , and l~ miles between Kumadekofe 

and Kpodzeadzi, going i n north- easterly direction. 

The whol e of thfB sub-region is interspersed here and 

there with ditches, dried- up stream courses and depr essi ons in 

the surface of the earth. 

The largest of these depressions are t he Akasi in the 

east and the Kadze and Vinyo in the west. The Akasi and Kadz e 

are respectively, k mile wide, 3 miles long, and ~ mile and 

2 miles long. The lagoon flo,~s into the Akasi an d Viny o when it 

is i n floods. Thus they often con tain fish over which the people 

of Klikor and the villages around quarrel ver y much and fight 

:'or catch. 

The whole of Sonume wa s , 50 years or so ago all grassland ; 

of short stunted grass 4 ft. or 5 ft. high and of t a l l 1JIavy 

purslanes. Here and there the monotony was broken by c l umps 

of oil- palms, c andle - wood trees and foyi t rees . Gi nger - bread 

palm trees were t he only trees of any great hei ght ; and they 

were in g re a t abundance. It \~as sai d that .. Iild ani mals such as 

the hynaea, t he deer and the duiker, t he ante l ope and the monkey 

the civet c a t, the c ane- rat and the porcupi ne vrer e plentiful, 

and the pla ce was a g r eat hmting ; r ound . 

But no\! all t he s e bushes have di sap )eared , <.ill wi th them 

the wild animals too . I ns tead, there has brown a great mass 

of coconut t r ees \'~hic h s een :"'rorJ '3.f ar appe~r 4 like dense forest. 

It was said cha t th e fir st seeds 0" the c oconut were brought 

to rtgbozome from Dedeke (Cape ~t . ?aul ) near Keta, Jurip~ the c rly 

19th century. 



The t r e e s afford magnific ent s hade s over t h e \"hol e ar ea . 

To t he wear ied travell er from across t he arid and treeless l agoon 

the s hade s ar e a we l come relief from the fier ce r ays of t h e sun. 

On dark nights the whol e place sinks in a g l oom. But on moon- lit 

nights the light and shade produced as the soft rays of the moon 

try t o penetra t e , is a vivid contra st . Groves of oil- pal m trees 

s till exis t , but t h ey have l ost much of t h e ir luxuriance and dark 

gloomy aspects. Much of their former t hick undergr owt h has al s o 

disappear ed . Ivild l ettuce, r eeds and other stun t ed her bage grow 

i n the beds of th e swamps. Mang o tre e s are pl enti ful and yiel d 

abundantly . 

Ther e a r e n o wild ani mal s . There are some cattle ; but the 

number has i n r e cen t y ears , been gr eatl y r educ ed by incidences of 

a~thrax and rinderpes t . Twenty- five years ago i t was usual for 

every c oc onut planta tion 01~er to own six or seven heads of catt l e. 

It is usual now for ever y f amily t o own a number of goats, sheep 

and pi gs . It was n o t so about 20 years ago . The variety of reptiles 

is not gre at. Of snake s , the green mamba and grass- snake are 

com non. Liz ards of al l shades m1d sizes are numerous and unafraid 

of man . The wells and swamps abound with frogs . At night, during 

the wet season , they s end up such a chorus of noise as to deafen 

the ears. 

There are n ot many wild bi r ds . The sparrow, the dove 

and the long - be aked bl ack- bi rd are there all the year round. Dry 

season visitors are the hawk and the kite. In the early and late 

wet season the c r ow, the hor nbill and the s"rallows are a common 

Sight . At ni ght , the hooting owl can be heard afar off, whilst 

, the scree thhi ng owl s c reams overhead . Here, as on the coastal 

s tri p , t he mosquito~which i nfest$ the wells and marshy places, 

rob~ man of a good n i ght ' s s l eep. 

CHAPTER 3 

Sec t i on 2 :,''I'he Semi - Savanah land. 

Thi s r egion of the a r ea is different in natural vegetation 

and so i l f ormation from any of the others we h&ve discussed. It 

extends t he rt,st of the. l en",th and breadth of the area. 1+ rises 



graduall y from where the salldy regi on ends to a height of 

appr oxi mately I flO feet above sea-level. It spreads out to the 

north i n an undulat ing plain, consisting of thick coar se and t all 

grass, and interspersed with 101'" shrubs. The fields are dotted 

here and there by giant baobab and tall, heavily butterss ed silk 

cotton trees. Other trees such as the mango, the bl ackber ry bush , 

the kleti and neem trees are also to be found. The ir ever- green 

hue pitched up against the dull grey herbage is picturisque. 

Their crowns do not touch each other as in a forest. Their small 

leaves grow in tufts. And , since sun and air can get through, the 

0round i s carpeted with rich growth of tall grass . 

The soil here i s clayey- grey . But in marshy places 

such as the AGBLOLO , the D~ NYIGOME and the ATITlME, the soil is 

dark clay. Thi s clay is ver y much used by school children in 

modelling simple schoo l objects. It is not , however good for ,eally 

good pottery. The soi l at ANElvjE which is loose and porous in 

texture is suitable for the growth of coconut. 

During the rainy season , the whol e of this part of the area 

is all green; green fields of corn and cassava and swamps green 

with gr ass spread out in ridges like a huge golf course. 

ANIJVIALS: 

,ith the except i on of the squirrel which is a menace to 

crops other bush animals are practically non- existent here. But 

~~thin the memory of old men, the rultelope, the deer and the duiker 

md monkeys of various kinds r oamed this place·in large numbers. 

BIRDS . There are a few birds. The dove and the quail are 

the more spectacular ones. The weaver bird lives in colonies up 

the tall silk-cotton and baobab trees . Hornbills dart from tree 

to t ree in pairs. The giant kingfisherts plaintive song may be 

heard through the distance as it sits high up in the trees. In 

the dry season the kite and the hawk may be seen gliding to and 

fro in the smoke and flames of the bush- fire. The moor-hen ru1d 

other pond- dwellers visit the marshes in the wet season. SHallows, 

mart i ns and crows are mid- year visitors. 



4-' 

REPTILES. 

The common l i zard of the coconut plantations does not live 

here . Its place is taken by the monitor lizard and the alligators 

vlhich l ive in the dark undergrowth of the cluster of trees and in 

the swamps . The viper and the spitting- cobra live in the hollows 

of the ant- hills. They come out of the i r lairs in the early 

morning , and evenings to look for food. The grass- snake is a 

common sight. The green-mamba lies athwart the hedge rows, to bask 

in the early sunlight. 

Scorpions of the large dark- green and small dirty- brown 

species are numerous during the wet season. The earth-worm is seen 

for the first time here . 

Gaily winged butterflies of various sizes and hues 

flutter about in large numbers in the water- logged ponds and 

marshes ~ the rainy weather. 

In the morning and evening, the bite of the sand-fly and 

the small .tsetse- fly are an irritat ion to man; and again, the 

mosquito is not an exception. 



Section 1: 

CHAPTER 4 

CLIMATE AND SEASONS 

Sunshine. Wind and Temperature: 

42. 

The climate or the Keta-Some area is determined by the 

varying reatures that make up its daily weather. These condit ions 

include sunshine wind and temperature and rain. These con~i~mons 

on the other hand are dependent upon the area's altitude, its 

potition in relation to the atmospheric pressure and t he land 

and sea inrluences or the district, the Gold Coast and West 

Arrica in general. 

Keta-Some like the other lands of West Ar~~ca lies in 

the earth's torrid zone. Consequently, the sun over the area 

stands at between 61 0 and 900 above the horizon. The climate 

thererore is predondnated by the north and south movements or the 

inter-tropical rront. These movements determine the boundary 

between the moisture laden south-westerlies, harbingers or the 

heavy rains, and the dry north- easterlies which usher in the dry 

Jtarmattan. 

DUring the months of April to September the inter­

tropical rront is well north or the area, and indeed ~r the whole 

or the West Arrican region. The whole area thererore comes within 

considerable influence or the moist south-west winds blowing from 

the Gulr or Guinea. That is why these months constitute the 

rainy season. 

For the remainder or the year, that is from October to April, the 

tropical rront moves south of the Equator, making it for the north­

easterly dry winds to blow from the Sahara Dersert and predomina­

ting the daily weather or the area. 

Temperature And Wind: 

The sun in Keta- Some generally rises at about six in 

the morning and sets about the same time in the evening. The 

vatiation in the time at sunrise and sunset each day, is just a 

matter of a few minutes. 

The average •.••• 
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~he average range of temperature, with just sli ght 

variations, is between 850 and 900 Fern. In the Harmattan it falls 

to about 800 • There are therefore bright days of sunshine 

the year round. 

WIND: 

During the dry season land and sea-breezes alternate 

each other. The land breeze bigins to b l ow at about 5 p.m., 
........ 

just before the sun sets. It blows from the north-w~t. The 

sea-breeze b~gins t o blow from the south-west at sunrise. 

The gradua l process of change between the moisture 

l aden south-westerlies and the on- coming and infusion of the 

dry north-east winds accounts for the small amount of rain 

that falls in October, November and December. The dry wind 

which dominates the weather in October to December, brings with 

it particles of very fine dust from the Sahara. 

The movements of the wind might further be explained 

in this way: fiuring the months of April to September, when 

the sun is in the northern region of the Equator the air there 

gets heated, whilst down south, the ocean is cool, it being 

outside the sun's region. Air has weight and exerts a 

cons iderable pressure on the surface of the earth. Hot air 

is l ess dense than cold air. In an area where there is a 

r egion of hot, light air, and a region of cool dense air, the 

heavy air moves towards the region of the hot light air. 

Because bhe hot air is lighter, the coolon-coming heavy air 

forces it to rise. The cool air in its turn becomes heated and 

is f orced to rise to make room for the cool, heavy air which 

a lways keeps coming on. These movements of the air does not 

happen only on regional basis, when the su~moves north and south 

of the equator. It happens also during the day and night on 

the coast, when the sun is either on or off. Hot on-shore wind 

blows drung the day and cool off-shore wind at night. 

As the ••••••• 



As the moisture l aden cool Atlantic air blows over 

the Keta-Some area, a great deal of it is forced to rise highh~ 

up, as a result of 'the presence af considerable amount of hot, 

light air abo~~. The area has no hill or mountain barrier or 

qool forest cover~ And because a gr eat deal of the moisture f r om 

the sea gets defused or escapes into the hot ai r i ts r ainfall 

is small. 

CHAPTER 4 

Section 2: Rainfall and Ve getat i on. 

T~~ Keta-Some area is situa t ed no r th of the Equat or 

between the parrallels of 40 45' and 60 45 ' . It is therefore 

within t he humid climatic region of West Africa. 

There are t wo wet and t wo dr y seasons, although there 

are no clear cut or definite divisions between them. The two wet 

seasons are named Ada or Masa and Kel e. The Ada is the season 

of heavy r a in fall, and t he Kele that of light rains. Unlike 

t he experience in ot he r part s of the Go l d Coast the Ada rains 

begin seriously i n about May in the Keta-Some area. It is 

ushered in by one ~r t wo f alls of rain in April. Th~s preliminary 

rainfall is called ' avetakl otsi ' . It literally means 'the rain 

t hat was hes the dust and dirt from off the tops of the forest 

trees'. This r ain usually domes suddenly and with little warning. 

Thick bla ck cl ouds b egi n to gather on the horizon of the South­

east sky. The r ain i s i ntroduced by a gust of wind which throws 

dust everywhere. Coconut grees bend before it like reeds. 

There i s a t errific cl ash of thunder and the rain pours down 

in torrents. It brings withi it a very much needed relief. 

The hitherto dust y a t mosphere takes on a fresh clean look. 

After t he ' avetruclot~ ' there is generally an interval 

of about a month or so when no more rains fall. It is this 

interval t hat fa r mers make most use of in finally clearing aaG 

up the brush-wood in t he fiel ds and in other preparations for the 
•. sowihg of seeds ••..• 



sowing of seeds. 

The big rains come in May. Often they veer to the 

south and fall. It must not be imagined that during the heavy 

rainy season the rain falls without any break. Every rainy 

day is followed by a day or two of sunshine. The evaporation 

of moisture on these bright days of sunshine is so great that 

the vapour which rises from the earth sometimes bury the 

trunks and crowns of the coconut trees in cloudy mists. Early 

morning rains are more frequent than evening one&. When in any 

season the rainfall is particularly heavy, water could be got 

by boring a foot or so in the sandy earth. 

The rainy seasons lasts till the end of August. At 

the beginning of September a spell of cold 'weather sets in, 

introduced by a cool brezy wind from the south in the day, and 

heavy dew at night. 

October is the hottest month of the year. The 

temperature is constantly between 850 and 900 F. in the 

shade for about three weeks. 

November is the beginning of' the season of small rains, 

Violent thunderstorms and vivid lightning flashes, more frequent 

than in the previous season are its characteristics. The rainS 

do not come any longer in torrents. They are more or less 

heavy showers interspersed with brilliant days of sunshine. 

The Kele rains fall heavier in the northern parts of the area 

than they do in the rest of it. Indeed, it has been known to 

rain there heavily for a week or two without letting a drop on 

the littoral. 

It has been noticed that when the dry spell which comes 

in September lasts a little longer than four weeks, there is 

sure to be an incidence of drought with its attendant failing of 

the 'kele' crops. Then the grass turns brown, the soil cracks, 

the sand burnsfuot, t he trees shed their leaves, the insects 

disappear, the birds refuse to sing and man prepares to face 

famine. The brines also in the lagoon evaporates so quickly 

that no salt ••.... 



that BO salt crystals are ~ormed. 

The average amount o~ rain:fall in the area is between 26" and 

30" per annum, speead over seven months o~ rai~all seasons. 

THE PEPI OR - HARMATTAN -

This is a periodical wind whi ch begi ns t o b l ow in 

about J anuary. It is a north-east col d wind which blows ~rom 

4 10 

t h e Sahara with a pec~liar dryi ng e~~ect . par chi ng the skin and 

drying up the vegetation . A ~ine dust comes wi th it and settles 

upon everyth i ng. At noon t he a ir becomes hot and dr y. The 

mornings and even i ngs are cool . A sense o~ dryness in the skin 

and nostrils i s experienced . The l ips get parched and cracked. 

The ext reme dryness which is caused by the excessive evaporation 

af fects everything , ~urniture, bookds and natural vegetation. 

The pagans expl ain its incidence by saying that it is 

the dust which i s b l own ~rom the powdered robes o~ the goddess 

called Pepi or Eyi , when she passes over the land to bathe in 

the s ea. A pers on who gets badly a~fected by this dry weather 

and seems to be su~~ering very much ~rom it, is o~ten taunted 

at being the chi e~ priest or priestess o~ the goddess Pepi. 
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CHAPTER 4 

Section 3: The Effect of Cl i mate on Occupation of the Peopl e. 

It has already been observed that the climate of the 

Keta-Some area is in many respects like the rest of the Keta­

District, which on the other hand does not di ffer very much 

fr om the general-climate condition of the other lands of the 

Gold Coast. 

~e people of Keta- Some depend for their living upon 

the crops they grow o~ their own lands , those they buy from 

the neighbouring areas, and upon the harvest of the sea and 

the l agoon. They are a hard working people and their choice 

of occupations have always been dependent upon the changing 

seasons. They are farmers, fishermen, traders and weavers of 

cloth. It is to be remarked here that this latter occupation 

which started as a l eizure time activity or hobby has now so 

devel oped and assumed such proportions that it is no longer a 

spare time art. 

Every section of the community looks forward with 

anxious expectation to the coming of the seasons, and to 

planning what to do in them. Laziness and idleness are not 

brooked in Keta- Some. The men and women, particularly the 

young vie with one another for the first palce in their respective 

jobs, and in collecting ~ineries. Indeed, it has become a 

practice in the area for young men and women to assert their 

status~5, their maturity and c~pacity and readiness for 

marriage by the amount of hard work they do, and what wealth 

in clothes, and gold and silver trinkets they possess. 

Seasons of festivities, particularly the Christmas and Eastertide, 

are occasions for them for indulgence in show of one's personal 

possessions. 

There is no ...... . 



Children: Sit around ~ires in the early 

mornings and evenings to warm themsel ves or go , 

shi vering in the cold morning with their parents 

to their respective jobs. Some, children 

espec i ally s chool boys collect ~ruits ~rom tall 

coconut- trees ~or money. Idle ones go hunting with 

dogs in the bushes ~or rat~9 and mice, or collect 

kapok ~rom the si l k cotton trees. 

~E~J~=~=~~g~§~: -The Ada or Massa or Heavy Rains 
Season. 

vVEATHER: 1.South-west moisture laden wind blows. Gentle 

land and sea-breezes alternate in the night and day. 

2. Thunderstorms , lightening and heavy rains. 

3.Temperature is generally between 800 and 900 F. 

Heavy evaporation takes place, especially a~ter 

rains. 

4.Rains sometimes ~all ~or 2 or 3 days on end. 

OCCUPATION: 

%.This is the big ~arming season. Farmers sow corn, 

p \"'''f-
pfrbat cassava and potatoes. 

2.Clearing o~ weeds ~rom among crops continue 

vigorously. 3. Cloth weaving continues. 

4.Corn is harvested in June. 

5.Fishermen haul in herrings, salmon and the 

halibut and sprat. 

6.Canoes transport men and goods across the lagoon 

to and ~rom the markets. 

Women: Smoking, curing and selling o~ ~ish. 

Children: 1. Bathe in the ponds, collect mangoes, 

bananas, pine-apples, sugar-canes etc. 

2.They cath ~ish with hooks and lines in the swamps, 

and with drag lines in the lagoons. 

3 .Some burrow ~or land and mud-crabs. 

other Activities •••.•• 
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OTHER ACTIVITIES: 

General merry making during the Easter-tide. 

SEPTEMBER - MID-OCTOBER: Dzome or Short Dry Season. 

WEATHER: 1. The wind is still south-west, but dry. 

2~_ Chilly weather sets in, alternated often 

by hot spells. 

3. The sun shines every day. The temperature 

varies between 80 0 and 900 F. 

4. Sun- over-head on 21st September. 

OCCUPATION: (Men) 

1. Farmers begin to clear fields once more , and 

to prepare for the Kel e season. 

2. This is the season of heavy copra industry. 

3. For fishermen it is the biginning of the E~XM 

cod-fish (Fafa) season. 

4. Cloth- weaving continues in ernest. 

1. The making of coconut-oil contmnues. 

2. Fish smoking, drying, frying and selling 

continues seriously. 
~d'" .d.ur~\".tj 

3. Traders in gari &ad ~t busy ~fuhis season. 

CHILDREN : 

1. Children, boys of between 12 and 18 go to the 

sea- shore to help drag in the nets for fish­

rewards, or catch sprats (kudedzedzi) in the 

shallow water of the lagoon. 

MID- OCTOBER - DECEMBER: The Kele or light Rains Season. 

WEATHER: 1. South- west wind ushering in the samll rains, 

accompanied by lightning and thunder. 

2. The sun is off' and on according as it rains or 

the weather fine. 

3. The temperature is nearly always at 8SoF• 

Occupation •••.•• 
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OCCUPATION: (MEN) 

1 • .l!'arming: sowing of seeds in October. Harvest 

of yams, cassava and potatoes. 

2. Cloth-weaving continues seriously, as people 

are very anxious to take advantage of the 

cocoa-season in the Gold Coast with plenty of 

rOt..l,no::\ 

money going ~t. It is during this season 

that-aa~sas, Fantes and Ashantis traders buy 

a great deal of cloth they require for trading. 

3. The cod (Fafa) season is also at its highest. 

1. Fish buying, smoking and re - selling. 

2. Salt collecti ng in December if brines collect 

in the lagoons. 

CHILDREN: 

~. Help with cassave, yam and pota~o harvests or 

2. They help drag in the net at the sea-shore,or 

3 . Help in collecting salt in the lagoon. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: 

Gene~l merry making during the ehrrstmas tide 

when all serious activities are temporarily 

suspended during the holidays. 



CHAPTER 4 

Section ~: Eff ect of Intruduced Vegetation on Cl imate . 

of Area . 

Before 1918 the who l e area, inc l uding the small 

coas tal strip was- covered by t a l l gr ass ,a.-nEl.- -small trees grew 

i n cl usters at i ntervals . 

The t empe r ature was effectively moderated by the ever 

present sea- breeze. The r ainfall was small . 

Since then the coconut palm has been effectively 

introduced. At first it was only a portion here and a portion 
\ 

there with ~rass and clumps of trees between. But now, it has 

become i ndeed, the dominant vegetation in the whole area. The 

.result i s that the original tall grass has practically 

disappeared and i ts pl ace has been taken by the short stunted­

grass called "ahadogbe". But in the shade 'provided by the 

palm trees this grass is also now very fast disappearing, 

exposing the bare s andy earth. 

As the grass cover becomes removed, the radiation 

of mo i sture from the $andy earth takes place much more ~uickly 

than has been the case before. After any rain the heat is 

often very intense, but non- the-less himid and damp. The 

temperature is constant; between 800 and 900 F. 

As the palm trees provide a comforting cover or shade 

over the whole area the strong glare of the sun is little felt. 

It is supposed that the rainfall of the area has been affected 

by the presence of the introduced vegeta tion. Much more rain 

falls now than previously. But there have been occasions of 

drought when most of the palm trees died, and as they di~new 
we"" 

ones &Pe planted. 
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CHAPTER 5 

OCCUPATIONS AND INDUSTRIE S , 

Section 1: Fishing - Shore, Deep- sea and Lagoon. 

1. Along the whole shore length of the area, fishing is the main 

occupation of the inhab~tants. They fish in the surf, in the deep­

sea and in the lagoon. Beets, €ml0es, nets of all kinds and sizes, 

drag-lines and set=lines and traps are the principal i nstruments 

of fishing. 

2. SHORE AND DEEP-SEA FISHING. 

Twenty, thirty or gpm~tim~s fifty men usu ally form a 

fishing company. One or two men or three co-jointly own th e net . 

Ii may be a seine net whose s pan varies fro m one -hundred t o one 

hundred and fifty yar ds of small mes hes and numerous float~,or 

the drag-net spanning one-quar ter or half - a-mile , and distinguish-

able by long ropes s ecured on to i ts wi ngs , its strong vol uminous 

bag and its comparatively f ew flo ats. 

3. Nets are alway s a very i mportant and an expensive fishing 

material. The r ang es are between £100 and £150 for s e ine ne ts, 

and ~OO to £400 for drag nets. The cost in each respect varies 

with the size. Most fishermen who have t he flai r for economy 

order the nets, in parts or whole, f rom Europe and later on fix 

on the required gadge ts or r econstruct the whol e of i t accordi ng 

to the accepted pattern. The cost in t hi s r espect i s consider abl y 

less. It is now common t o have t wo or three fishermen pooling 

their res ources toge t her t o own a net . They become joint-owners 

of the net. Any of the joint-owner may a<t any time if he so desires 

sell his s hare to hi s neighbour. 

4. Nets have to be constantl y mended , and it is the duty of the 

owner to see to provi de the right texture of thread or cord ready 

to do so. Ropes with _ which the dr ag net is hauled in are sold in 

the shops in Keta . A t wenty or thirty yards rope costs between 

£2 and £3, 

5. Another very i mportant f i shing implement is the Se&t canoe. 
c<>,~ 

All along the ~andy shore , rot,s and rows of ~ of v arious sizes 

may be seen. Their painted Sides and hierogliphical-like designs 
CPl'¥>'" 

and patterns s how to which companies they belong. ~s cost 

anything from £75 to £100 . They are not made by the fishermen 



themselves, but are bought from the forest r egions of the 

country and t r ansported down the coast by rail and l orry. 

6. 
C<=t.hOe. 

A big ~IS crew is about nine or ten, and a small one six 
c o. f\()e$ 

or seven . The ~ are not rowed with oars but with paddles . 
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Paddles are made of wood, with broad spade-li ke blades and r a ther 

short handl es. With the exception of the s t earsman , who has a 

flat-long piece of bnaRd for gui di ng the ~ and who stands when 
c ~n o~ 

the bet>'t is out to sea , all the other members of the crew sit, and 

to the rythem of a song paddle with all their mi ght, t heir muscles 

showing in their naked b~cks. 
CAn.oe. 

7. In very ~ there is a person whose duty it is t o r aise the 

song and to beat the rhythem. He is also r esponsible for bailing 
c.«.t'\.oe co..l'\~ 

out the water which collects in the ~. The norma l life of a boat 

is ten to fifteen years; but this depends u pon what mood i s used i n 

making it and what care is taken of it. But, a f ter cons t ant use 

for ten years even a strong ~ begins to s how signs of decay and 

the need for repairs. 

8. Some ~~ have sails. The mast s ar e very heavy beams and the 

sails are generally of grey- baft materi al. Fi shermen i n the Keta-

Some prea are only now just beginning to use sails , an art t hey have 

learned from fishermen who come over fr om the Ningo distric t s n ear 

Accra. 

9. MANAGEM!: NT OF A FISHI NG COMPANY. 

The owner of a net, whe ther i t i s t he dr ag net or the s ei ne 

is never, a s a rule a member of a f ishing company . Though he may 

join the group of people hauling i n the net , ye t he i s never 

ident ified with ~hem as f ar a s the rea l management of the Company 

is concerned. The management of a company is i n the hands of an 

elderly person ca lled t he "Bozun" ( Boatswain). The owner of net 

approache s a well known e l derly f i s herman and asks hi m to or ganise 

a company f or fis hi ng with his net . Mor e of ten the woul d - be headman 

is a kinsman of the ne t- owner . I n a few days time the "Bosun" 

collects a group of young men who have a ~ knowledge of fishing . 

They meet the ne t owner and discus s t he terms . The general term 

embodies, regul a r go i ng out t o sea ex cept the day of rest, care 
co. .... oC' 

of the net and the ~ and other fi shing i mpl ements , time of 

"leaves" for i ndi vi dua l s as well as for the group as a whol e and 
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the moo t i mportant of them all, till apportioning of the money 
ore d.U.<.Aot.S. ... ~. 

that is derived f rom the sale of the fish~ When all are agreed 

upon t he terms, the company begi ns with the business of appoin ting 

its own ;fficials'. A clerk is first appointed. It is his duty to 

record the amount of fish sol d every day of catch and the women­

fisher-folk who buy the fish on credit. He is als o responsible f or 

collecting any credit outstandi ngs and the apportioning of the 

money. He keeps a record of presence and absence of member s of 

the company. The next pers'on appointed is the steersman. He must 

be a se asoned and physh:aI.ly fit fisherman, able to handle the 

craft with confi dence through the surf. Another person appointed 

is the sal es-man. This person must combine qualities of sound 
""i~ 

judgment, austerity,but without harshness ,~fairness and honesty. 

He must be ab l e to deal squarely with women- fish - monge rs and abl e 
a.(~o 

to underst and their littl e susceptibili ties . He it is who ~ 

keeps all the monies,if the company does not desire to appoint 

a treasurer. 

10. The l ast appointments are the 'rope- boy ' and the ' errand- boy! 

It is the ~ boy's bus iness to accompany every sea- going ~ 

Qr canoe. If t he net i s a qrag-net, he must, as soon as the surf 

is crossed jump over-board and bring ashore one end of the rope. 

If it is the seine, he must remain in the canoe to bailout the 

water. The errand boy as the name indicates, runs all sorts of 

errands, from going to the market to buy food, informing the women 

in the house that the company needed food, or letting them know 
a...cl 

that fish has been landed i f they ad not already know, ~ informing 

another company of mat t ers of serious concern. 

11. Some simple rules g ov e:m the ordering of till various 

fishing companies along t he shore. The whol e shore line is 

apportioned to the variou s compani es, and no company can go beyond 

his territory without pr ior permission of the other. If this 

happens , there is g ene r ally a fr ee- fight among the youngmen when 

feelings run high. But normally a complaint is lodged with the 
, ) 

head fisherman i n till villag e by the offended company. The result 

may be a fine of three or fou r bottles of wine and a strong 

admonition. But where, as a result of a rather strong current canoes 

are bl own out of thei r course or a drag-net is swept off its usual / 
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place of l anding, no offence is caused when landing is effected 
, , 

in another territory. _{h at is considered the gravest offence 

and punishable by a very heavy find is where one company in 

eagerness for catch casts its net over that of the other. This is 

considered a deliberate act to frustrate the efforts of the 

first company and to cause damage to thei' nets. 

12. A DAY I N THB LIFE OF A FISHERMAN 

A fisherman's day begins in the early hours of the morning. 

At a short meeting the previous night the details of business for 

the next day are discussed. Fishermen are ,generally fatalists. 

They woul d not attempt g oing on the deep sea without consulting 

fetish. So just before the discussion of business the wBosun" 

asks the 'diviner' to declare his opinion, of the day ahead.If 

it portends of good , there is joy. If it is of evil the gods 
< ~r 

will have to be propitiated or the unlucky person left~home out 

of the company . 

Water, firewood and food are got ready., The "look- out" 

man goes down to the shore to see what the sea looks like. It is 

for him to observe and re port whether the tide is high or low, and 

how strong the wind. 

13. A low tide inevitably means great difficulty i n riding 

through the surf; a strong wind means swift movement in the surface 

of the water. As soon as high tide is observed, he blows a long 

blast on his whistle to summon the canoe men . The net , the floats, 

the oars and the calabash are g ot i n their pl aces i n the ~~e 

With all shoulders to it and the usua l "Choboe" to spur them on, 

the oarsmen push the canoe to the edge of the water and wait 

for the next roll of the surf. As soon as it comes everybody 

seizes a paddle, jumps into it and padd l es away swiftly, the 

steersman especially battling against each wave of the surf. Out 

of the surfs it is all plain sailing ; the rhymic song is struck 

and the men bend to their GaP&. ~a","I.s 

14. A long string with weight hanging from one end is used to 

sound the depth of the water and of the position of rocks where 

t hese are in the sea. So soon as the movement of the fish is 

determined one man begins to l ayout the nets . The nets are laid 

all round the fish beginning i n its oPPosite direction. It must 



be ne cessary to take into account~depth at which the shoal of fish 

is coursin- g and what kind of fish. It will be a folly to cast 

a seine net meant to catch herrings and sal mon, around a shoal of 

cods. The net will be torn and carried away in bits, ~ ~ fl.,h. 

15. Sometimes when t he fish find their for ward movement i mpeded 

by the net they turn back only to find that they are enclosed in 

a ring . Then there is a stampede among them. Some try to eacape 

by way of the wings and in tryi ng to do so, get caug ht in the 

meshes. Some however, escape either up above the net when it is 

rather too heavily pu l led down by the lead- weights or down below 

it when it is otherwise se . One or t wo fishermen may get into the 

water in the ring formed by t he net, and by swimmi ng and splashing 

about frigh ten the fish into the bag or the meshes. 

16. The net is now me thodic ally drawn into the canoe and the 

fishes removed . If the catch iSfmall, t wo or three more castings 

might be attempted. When a good catch i s made steersman gives 

a signal to the fisherman on the shore by lifting u p hi s paddle. 

Usually, this brings more fishermen, not exc l uding women too , to 

the water's edge. 

17. As soon as the shore is reache d , the sal esman directs the 

fishes to1~umped in a heap. He then sorts them out into species 

and sizes befor e selling them out, not without the usual rowdy 

behaviour, especially . by t he women. 

IS. The business of hauling in a drag- net is a different affair. 

It is diffi cult too, and consequently requires more hands. But 

the difficulty in managing it is gener ally compensated by the 

fact that in the height of the season it rarely lands without 

either the big fishes or the small ones . The look- out man 

hourly scans the sea. He looks out f or a particular colouring 

of the waves which is the Signal that shoals of fishes are on 

the move. As soon as this s i gn is seen, he blows on his whistle 

to summon his friends. The drag-net is cast i n a very wide circle 

just a few hundred yar ds up the surfs. The end ropes are securely 

tied to coconut- trees . For hours , the net remains untouched, but 

its float s are regularly watched. If the flGat at the further 

extremity of the bag begins to sink it is a signal that the fishes 

have got entrapped and are desparately trying to find their way 
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If along the out flanking wings a float or two l ags behind the line 

of the othe rs, it is a sign that that part of the net has got caught 

on a rock, and needs to be disentangled. 

19. When all i s ready all avai l able hands g o to pull 

in the net. I f . the net is far out to sea or the current so strong 

as to requre constant adjustments of positions t o it, it t ake s 

an-hour-and - a-half~o pull ·i n the net. As it arrives t wo or t hree 
r~dt.; 

men jump i nto surf and with eftr8 splas h about and make as much 

noise as they can to prevent t he fis hes f rom stampedi ng out . I t 

is considered very daIlg~ous _ f.9r any of t hese men to go beyond the 

bag- float, f or , a s the net gets pulled away to the shore i t is 

slowly followed by sharks who har a s s t he f i s hes that have got caugh t 

in it. 

20. Dange rs which att end the f i rherman ' s occupa tion include 

unexpected rough sea and unf av our a bl e wi nds against which he ha s 
b «!tIe 

to ~ in hi s s mall craf t. And since he ha s no knowl edge of the 

mariner's compass his only me ans of g e t ting back t o l a nd i s by 

observation of l an dmarks. When t herefore ther e is a thick fog , he 

is forced to anchor f or f e ar of dri f ting away f r om these l andmarks. 

21. Mos t of the fishermen in the are a are illiterate pagans . 

Tuesday is the day of rest for t hem all. They spend this time 

in mending thei r ne ts , payi ng vis i ts to thei r friends , attend i ng 

funerals or drummi ng and dancing . 

Once every year t he c ompanies get t og e t her and offer sacrifi ces 

to the g ods of trn s ea . A bull i s s l aughtere d on t he s hore , some 

of the meat i s thrown i nto t he waves and the rest is eaten . ~ holiday 

is declared by t he Fetis h ?riest and merry- maki ng continues far 

into the night . Along t he s hores of the area , ea ch visit i ng company­

oompaQie£ t hat c omes f r om Ning o or Nongo every year in November -

pays £5 to the head- fisherman towar ds t hi s sac r ifice . 

22 . Educ ation f or f i shing starts at a very earl y age. The 

fisheI'bnvat s i x is taught t o ma ke n et s and t o mend them. His elder 

brothers teac h him to bathe in the sur f and the rudiments of 

Swimming with floats . He assists i n trn haul ing of the net and 

sorting out t he Qatch i n their spec i es . It is not all hard work 

for him every day . He spends hi s off - duty t i mes generally the noon 

and some parts of the afternoon , i n catching sand crabs. 
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At ten he learns to throw the cast net in the surf for herrings 

and other small fishes. At t welve he helps to dry out the net, 

carrying i t out from the boat on to the s hore up above. At 

eighteen he may go to sea with the rowing company or swim back to 

shore with the end of the rope. 

23. Despite the primitive way in which t he fi s hermen carry 

on their occupation, yet they are hardy and ha ppy . They are al ways 

singing; singing folk songs or songs i mpr ovised on t he spur of the 

moment. Fatigue seems to be charmed away as they do so. And though 

they sometimes tal k of .J he terrors of the de ep i n ba ted brea ths , 

yet they never are afraid. 

24. Every experien ced fisherman is able to t ell by sound or 

sight the presence of a particu lar spec i es of f i s h, whe the r at the 

surface of the water or below it. At nights some fishes radiat e 

lights from their bodies. Fishes i n the deep s ea do this and ~ 

thus without knowing it reveal t he i r presence . 

25. Some fishermen in the area sometimes .visit such pl a ces 

as Badagr y in Ni geria, the I vory Coast , Senya Beraku, Cape Coas t , 

Winneba ani Saltpond to do fishi ng from the mon t hs of May to 

November. I n December, January , February , March and Apr il, they 

generally return to their f amilie s to s pend the seasons wit h t hem . 

26. FI SHING WI TH THE DRAG LINE. 

This is r a ther a very simple and crude way of fi shi ng . I t 

therefore has attract i on f or t he young peopl e, mos t l y boys and 

girls between t h e ag es of ei ght and e i ghteen. Oc casionally , some 

old men who have a desir e for fun do j oi n the company of the young , 
0I. \"\d, t"f"vrd.6 rn..;!' Q.l'\r tv 

in which case t hey must stand up to the youngs ' t aunts and~ridicule~. 

Fishing with t he drag line i s only done i n t hose parts of the lagoon 

where the wat er i s about one foot or so de ep , and clear as to make 

the mud below it visible. Young shoot s of the oi l palm br anches 

are cut, s pilt i nto right through t he mid- rib and the ends tied 

together to f orm a line , ten or t welve yards l ong . The leavs 

ha ng about i n a l oos e fan-like way . 1wo boys hol d each end of the 
clR:o..r 

rope and walk forward thro ugh t he shall o~~,ater . As they do so, 

the rope tl'/l1ls thr ough t he water i n a hal f - moon formation. The 

r es t of the company \'.ra t~ behind on the edges . As the rope ta~ls 

through the water, the f i sh t r y to dodge i t by hiding in the soft 
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mud, and thus reveal~ their hiding places - by the smoke or 

vapour that rises - in doing so. 

27. The fisherman who observes these signs carefully dips down 

his hand on t he spot and catches the fish in his palm. He thrusts 

it into his basket which always hangs down his shoulders. A whole 

dayls catch may be plenLiful enough for sale and partly f or the 

household consumpt~on . The rope boys are generally entitled t o 

a fifth of the catch of every other person. 

28 . TRAP FISHING. 

Some of the peopLe who f i sh in t he l agoon do so with t r aps 

called "xa" . A x a- t r ap i s a kind of wi c ke.~-basket ; I t is bar r el­

like in appear ance wi th one end ga t hered u p and securel y tied up 

with a rope . The other end i s l eft open and provided with a 

contraption which can be an i nlet for any f i s h . But once t he fi s h 

i s inside it, it can find n o way out . 

Along the surface of t he water i n the whol e l agoon long l ines 

of weirs are r a i sed. Some of t hese l i nes of weirs dat e as far back 

as eight y y ears ago . They are owned by s ome f ishing clanship- gr oups 

who eithe r l e t them out to individuals who have not rights to them 

or share i t among themsel ves . 

The t r aps are l ai d in the water against the mov ement in i t s 

surface . And as the f ish move with t he curr ent, they ent er the 

t r aps only to f i nd i t diffi cul t t o g e t ou t of them. The traps are 
OK'" 

s et i n the eveni ng and the f i sh is removed the next day. 

Fishing with hook and l ine i n the l agodi , ponds and creaks 

is mor e or l ess a l eisure _t i me pr act ic e f or boys, especially school 

boys who des i re to escape a l i ttl e f r om the drudgeries of the 

clas s-room. 



CHAPTER 5 

Sect i on 2: Food-crop Farming. 

One of the earliest and i mportant occupations of the 

people of Keta - Some has been farming - food-crop farming. And 
\t •• ~ o~ 

though the proportion of farmers to~other occupations such as 

fishing and cloth-weaving together has wi thin the past twenty 

years grown small, yet this is not owing to the fact tha t the 

people have become lazy or have grown a dislike for one of man's 

earliest l abours, but because there is not now enough land to go 
la.M 

round. And, too, the ~ ~ i£ has become imppverished as 

a resul t of the system of cultivation practised b y the people. 

With the exception of some swamp s and dried-up stream 
"'--

beds, where only sugar cane is grown, mBeft-e£ the~land~ in Keta-

Smme is suitable for the growth of food-crops such as maize, 

cassava and potatoes, lie, in the semi-savana~land part s of the 

area. The l ands t here are owned by individuals who upon their 

death hand them over to their descendants. ' Thus for example, 
~~kH 

that one piece of l and owned by ffilf great- grand-father who lived 
"'--

one hundred years was pa ssed down to ~ father and his three 
h.i.~ 

other brothers through ~ gr and- father. There have been known 

to be cases where one or two of three brothers who were joint 

inheritors to a p iece of l and became dis-interested and left it 

all to one pe rson . Individual plots of l and are generally only 

about two or three acres. 

As f armi ng land in the area, is limited there is not 

scope for ex~ensive practice of shifting cultivation as it is 

in other l ands . A p iece of l and is farmed year in year out until 

it refuses to yield any l onger. Lands which were once shrub and 

grass have been reduced to dry, grassless pieces of earth with 

surface hardened up as if beaten down with a heavy wei ght . No 

method of manure or adding to the fertility of the soil is 

practised. When, however a l and can yield no more it is abandoned 

and left f al low for two or three years. What tthe farmer does wiIIlen 

his land i s reduced to such a state of things is to find other 

occupations to do or leave the area entirely to seek farm lands 

in other places. 

__________ ~ ________ ~ ________________________ The arme ' •• ~ •..• 



The rarmer's season b egins in January or 'February. 

This i s the dry season. He goes out with his ramily - orten 

times excepting the wire and daughters - to clear the shrubs 

and bush. It must here be remarked, that no woman in Keta- Some 

does really serious rarm-work, even i r her husband is exclusively 
\-11'I"\.t.,) o~ 

a rarmer. The women and girls help only at ~sowing seeds and 
of-

harvesting in ~~ crops. This is considered their only 

appropriate business as rar as rarming is concerned. 

The rarmer's implements consist or the hand hoe, a rake and a 

cutlass. 

He gets to his rarm at about 8 or 9 in the morning 

and works till 4 or 5 in the evening. There is a short break 
""- rn..eaA · 

at noon ror ~. For his meals he provides himselr with a 

sort or kenkey made or cassava dough, some dassava, a rruit or 

two or coconut, some rried-up corn or akple and rish. I f 

there is no stream or pond within a short distance or his rarm, 

he retches water along with him in a gourd or pot. He carries 
~i\r 

all theseAin a basket made or palm branches or cane. 

The rarmer works hard. Ir his sons are already 

good at clearing the bush and rurrowing the soil he sets them 

ror a task, a portion or the land to do. Those who are only 

just beginning to do rarming, work abreast with him ror the 

purpose or receiving constant instructions. The rarmer, ir he 

must be successrul races with time. He must rinish all he has 

to do before the first series of rains begin in April~ He 

obser~es the heavens rrequently ror the position or the stars. 

The rirst rains come in the farmers month which he calls the 

'''9th rarming month". There are 1 0 months in the rarming year. 

There is no co-operative rarming in the area. 

Farms are owned and ploughed by individuals. The nearest to 

co- operative rarming is when rive or six people combine to give 

mutual assistance to one another in turns in doing the initial 

heavy work or the rarm. This is called 'fidodo'. On such 

occasions the person receiving the assistance undertake3to 

reed the others. It is generally a day's work and the meal 

is provided onee ...... . 



is provided once , that is, in the noon. It is agreed before 

hand how l a rge the area to be ploughed should be, but nobody 
I-V.<> 

is blamed if ~ is small. A f a rmer may be a member of one or two 

community farming groups. B ut the interests of one group must 

not c l ash with that of anY others. 

Seed tim~is the farmer 's most important season. If he 

is sowing corn, he goes to the farm with the who l e of his family, 
N~ 

this time with his wife and daughters too. He may if hes farm 

is l arge seek the assistance of a neighbour or t wo or his 

community farming group. Corn is the main staple food crop, but 

this is often interplanted with cassava, beans, pepper and okro. 

But there are instance of an entirely cassava farmt~terplanted 
at wide intervals with corn. 

Crops are never sown in rows; but the intervals are 

measured by the farmer stepping out the distance. It is only 

experts who are able to step out the correct·intervals for corn 

or cassava that are engaged by the farmer to help. As the crops 

grow, two or three times before the harvest in June, the farmer 

c l ears away all kinds of weed. The partulacca is his dealiest 

enemy as far as weeds are concerned. The greates~enemy of the 

farmer is the squirrel. It eats up the tender shoots or burrow for 

the seeds of the germinating corn. The c.ricb..eI-- i, ",",o,,",,-er. 

Corn harvest is a time of great rejoicing in the 

farmer' s famil~. The ears of corn are picked when dry. The 
cob 

green e&e-corn-may be eaten, burnt or cooked or fried. It is 

eaten with the coconut meat or with groundnuts. Kind friends and 

neighbouring benefactors receive gifts of corn. When enough of 

it to last the family a month or two is threshed out the rest is 

gathered in barns. A barn is made of twigs and sticks tied 

together with vines and f oofed with grass . The basic walls are 

round, the r oof conical. The farmer steps out the diameter 

according as the amount of corn he has. A fair sized-farm of 

corn could occupy a barn five or six feet in diameter. The 

cobs are l aid together in regularly neat rows. 

The farmer •....• 



The farmer's attention is not entirely engrossed 

by the corn harvest. As he harvests, he looks around him for 

fresh pieces of land for the next season. He keeps on 

clearing the weed in the cassava crops or waiting. for the 

groundnut to mature. Two crops are grown each year. 

May and October roains and ample sunshine always ensure good 

harvests. 



CHAPTER 5 .I 
./ 

SECTNION alil. SOME CUSTO¥3 & RITUALS CONNECTED WITH FARMING. 

THE LAND DEITY. 

1. The pagan Keta- Some farmer 

/'. .1.-I ,,~, 

believes that ' over and 
(- . above 

~~-
his own ownership or that of his kinship group, the land belonj(!L __ _ 

to a deity called Bomeno. She is believed to live in a grea~ 

beautiful city cal}ed Borne or Bofe, deep down in t~ · c-~ntr;ot ._ 
\" pith of the earth as an empress surrounded by a court of attendaXl,t 

ministers. Aside giving life to all human beings, she is believed" ---

to make seeds germinat e and to supervise their growth and fruition. 

The farmer's seeds are not her only concern. She is responsible for 

every herb and plant and determines when plants should flower and 

bear fruits and when to wither and die. The surface of the earth 
i\- b believ-cd \t,.-u-

is regarded as a part of her body and~as we walk upon it she is 

aware of our every movement. That is why when the pagan falls down, 

he immediately seeks the earth's pardon for the hurt done it 

saying: "Bomeno, forgive me. I did not mean you any disrespect or 
t 

harm,. my attenti on was distracted". He also believes that man 

_eats the fruits of the trees and crops of the field that he might 

live, through imbibing the life-giving properties of Bomeno. He 
( 

believes that it is Bomeno who is responsible for the gift of 

intelligence through feeding upon the fruits of the earth. That 
u\ters 

is why when a person shows lack of intelligence, and ~~s 

statements lacking weight he is taunted as having not yet arrived 

from Borne. (Etsi Borne) 

2. The pagan farmer considers that before the planting season 

the Bomeno must be adequately informed through a sacrifice . So, 
o"e 

with food and wine and water he goes to his farm l:fl trfie early 

morning and offers up his sacrifice. As he pours the libation 

he says: 

3. 0 Bomeno, togbi-togbi wo fe mawu, 
Mama- mamawo fe mawu 

Meyo wo ndi sia 

Menye de vo deke dzi 0, ke bon de dagbe-dzi, 

Agbledexia gado azo , eye megale anyigba 

kukoge akpo, be matso ayi donoliviwo woe. 

Ne do wu wo la, ewuwo nawo 

Ne, wodi fo la, nukoko ava afe 
-----------------------



Kpeliawo nekpa vi kplehee~ dolame nehe da 

mianu xaa heyii ! 

Ame · vowo toe enye aha, xo tsi no, ne 

fafa na va afe ! " 

Translt. 4. 0 Borneo, g oddess of our fathers and mothers, 

I call you this morning, not that I wish any 

gody evil. I wish all g ood things. 

The farming season is here once more and 

I am about to plough your breast , to 

feed your hungry children. When they go 

hungry, they do so for you. When they are 

well-fed there will be a pleasant l aughter 

all around. Let the plants bend low, 

heavy with fruits. Drive away all sicknesses. 

Receive this wine for tIE evil spirits, and this 

water for the good. 

5. He then pours a part of the wine on the ground and drinks 

the rest. Water which he has collected in a calabash is poured 

over the same spot. Having done all this the farmer goes home 

sure in the belief the Bomeno has heard his pr ayers. To the pagan 

just as he must prapitiate the sky god nhrough the various shrines 

so when his crops fail he must do so to Bomeno the trustee of 

the lapd. His life on the farm is so bound up with the earth 

that there is hardly anything he can do without the Bomeno being 

concerned. If blood is s hed on the farm, if indecent assault or 

adultery is commi t ted, he purifies th~and. The Bomeno must 

recei ve the first fruits of ...tae harvest and wine through the 

clan or household gods. 

6. SACRIFICE TO THE TOOLS. 

The pagan farmer believes that all inanimate objects 
t''''''~ 

like animate things contain spirits, the ir counterAwhich we do 

not see. It is this counter part. this invisible second nature 

of the thing that is responsible for its every behaviour, even 

When the objec t is in tIE hand~ of "Am an. He believes that his 

farming implements, the hoe, the cutlass the knife and the rake, 
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etc. possess spirits. He believes t hat these spirits mus t be 
~ \.c. I& 

properly satisfied if no harm should come from ~ when he is 
tt..'l mw.~ ~<I! po 

handl ing them. ~~adequately rewarded~for all good work done. 

So at the proper time, and this is always before the rains come and 

after he has seen Bomeno, he collects his tools together, places 

them on a mat or sometimes on t~ whetti ng stone, and offeTh them 

wine, corn flour oiled with palm-nut oil and meat. He says he 

is offering f ood to the "things" of his second nature . During 
be 

this sacrifice he emplores his tools toLwell-behaved when he is 

using them. He asks none of them to cut him thus spill i ng his blood, 
",,,d 

~none to refuse to work~y -bre8king i n the mids t of l abour . He l e t s 

the tools lie there for a whole day . When he is asked why he 

does this , he replie s that "so t h at they may have t he opportunity 

to i nvite other gue~'ts of thei r kind to assist in the f east". Thus 

satis fied, the ' farme~ begins hi s work on t he farm . 

7. DZAWUWU - FEAST OF THE FIRST FRUITS . 

The corn harvest is not begun, nei ther is t he f irst f ruit 

brought into the house nor eat en until the f ar mer perfor ms the 
, ~ 

ceremony of the first - fruits and off ering'to Bomeno t hrough the 

household gods. There is no evidence that t hi s ceremony i s 

performe d for cassava. I t is even evid en t n ow t hat wi t h t he 

~mpact of European i deas and christiani t y lit t le r egard is pai d 

to this custom by the people in the costal villages and t owns 

and par ts of Agbozome itself. However, shr eds of i t sti l l linger 

in the farming villages and due regard is paid to it i n some details . 

8. As soon as the farmer notices t hat t he ears of corn are 

ripening, or the potato tubers burs ting forth their mounds, 
bne 

he goes to his farm ~ ~ morning and colle c ts some of them . 

He i ns truc ts his wife that no fire s hould be made i n the house 

during his absence. 

9 . As he touches ea ch mound of potatoes and each ear of corn .Jh,~\" 

he wishes to colle8t he s ays: " The harvest has come once more 

and I pick you, not that I intend any evil to you, but that I 

wish to feed my hungry Wife and chil dr en". 

10. He greets on one whi le he i s goi ng home, neither does he 

respond to any gr eeti ngs . Whe n he gets home he leaves his load of 

corn cobs , potatoes, etc. outside the house. He then causes fire 
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to be made outside. Stones form the hearth. The crops are boiled in 

a big earthen-ware pot. No s alt is added on to it to make it taste 

nice. The gods do not take s alt i n their food. When the feast 

is ready the farmer's wife collects the boiled crops in a wooden 

tray (afianu) and places the whol e lot before the idol at the gate. 

(Where a wood>en tray is n ot avail able, a brass one is used inste ad~ 

An off ering to th~gods is made and libation poured ; and until 

the gods first taste of the fruits of t he harves t n o member of t he 

clan ha s the right to do so. Any infring ement of t his rule i s 

supposed to br i ng misfortune not only to the culpri t but on every 

one e lse in tre clan. ~ 

11. Now, with the left hand on the breast, and facing the east 

each member of the clan takes some gr~ns of t he corR and bit 

of the potato or yam in his or her right hand, encir cles his or 

her head with it t wo or three times, letting bits dr op over t he 

shoulder as he or she does this. The r est i s then thrown off. 

12 . General ly, the farmer invites his neighbours t o par t ru<e 

of the ceremony and the feast. But where t hi s has been overlooked 
<..Ob 

gifts of ~-corn or y am or potatoes are of fer ed them. 

13. The clan festival continues the whol e day long with 

merry making . The childern play about , hitting one another with 

grains of corn or bits of pota t oe s. Boys compete with one another 

in the g ame of "akpatsri" whi ls t t he girls s i ng and danc e about 

or do the game of "doloo". Where the DZAWUI'f\J festival of two 

or three clans conc i des t he evening is spent in community singing 

drumming and dancing , which of t en conti nue far into the night. 

14. For ma ny days af te r thiS, two pieces of corn or potato 

sticking at the ends of s tic ks may be seen at each side of the 

clan gate. They ar e pleasant remi nders of a successful first 

fruits festiva l and s i gns of the invitation that the clan- gods 

are supposed to extend to other s of their k i nd in the community. 



CHAPTER 5 
'12. 

SECTION 4 COCONUT-OIL MAKING. 

1 . Coconut- oil is made from the matured nuts. They need not 

be thoroughly dry. The nuts are broken open in two or three with 

a special kind of cutlass (nefeyi), of a very s hort stalk and a 

long, heavy blade. The meat is scooped out of the kernel with a 

spoon-like iron instrument. The meat is then grounded into coarse 

flour on a grater. A gr ater is made of a flat piec e of tin, 

generally, one side of a kerosene tin taken off, punched allover 

with a nail and nailed on to a rectangular piece of wooden frame, 

eight or nine inches wide~ and t wo feet l ong. Any residual meat 

too small to be grounded on the grater i s pounded in a mor tar . 

The flour i s then mixed up with a quantity of water in a large 

bowl to form a pulp . Great care is taken tha t the pulp doe s 

not get mixed up with any foreign matter, and that the water u sed 

in the mixtur e i s of the right proportion, f or exampl e: the correct 

amount of water to make up pulp f or a two shillings and six pence 

worth of nuts, i.e. 25 nuts, i s one and a ha l f gallons. 

2. The pul p is thoroughly stirred up wi th the hand s and a llowed 

to stand for five or ten minutes. The milk which is the pr oduct 

of the pulp is thoroughly wrung with a piece of cloth or a small 

jute-bag and collected in a l arge pot. 

3. The milk is now put in the sun and allowed to s t and for 

eight or nine hours to coagulate suffic i ently for skimmi ng off . It 

i s for this reason that i t is necessary for the oil-pr esser to 

begin her bUSiness in the evening of the previous day and work 

through half the morni ng of the next day, so that at eight o' c l ock 

the mi lk i s out in the sun. In wet weather the pot of milk is 

stood on a low fire. 

4. It mus t be noted that if the milk i s allowed to stand i n the 
t1,,,,, i & 

sun for more or les s time ~ g enerally considered sui tabl e , the 

oil will l ose its accepted flavour. 

5. The hours before the actual making of t he oil begins are 

always very busy ones indeed for the oil-pr esser . She has to mend 

the hearth ag ain, rub the floor smoothl y , collect around her the 

materials for stirr i ng and collec t i ng and holding the oil , and 

above all seeing t o having suff i cient fir ewood at hand . For, as 
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the oil begins to boil it sprays and it would be unwise for her 

to ask the help of some one who is not protected against its 

burn. And too, a moment's inattention may destroy the whole 

business . 

6. The oil-making begins by pouring the coagulated milk 

into an oil- bowl placed on a fire. The bowl may be either an 

earthen- ware or a metalic one. Many women prefer the earthen­

ware b01d to the metalic one as this regulates the heat better. 

As the heat of the fire begins to make the milk boil, the 

stirring rod is constantly employed. Stirring must be even and 

the fire kept on regularly throughout if the correct flavour 

is to be ensured. If the oil-presser has much oil to make, you 

may see her working far out into the night, taking her meals 

whilst she sits by the fire. 

7. It must be mentioned here that the chaff which is left 

over when the milk is squeezed out is sold out to be fed to 

pigs ~~d fowls, and the residual oil in the oil-bowl is collected 

for household consumption. 

8. Oil-making is one of the main occupations of t he women in 

Keta-Some, especially those who live in the township of Agbozome 

and its villages. It is often said that any woman in the area 

who is worth her salt should be able to make oil, at least for the 

househol d soup and gravy. 

9. Coconut-oil is locally consumed as well as exported outside 

the locality. I t is sold in the market at Keta , from where it is 

taken to Accra. A kerosene tin-ful of coconut oil is sold at 

Keta for £2 .10s, whilst a two-pint bottle is sold locally at 

two shillings. 
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COCONUT FARMI NG. 
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Coconut must have been introduced into the Keta area from 

theW3stern part of the Co l ony, probably Atuabo, either throug h 

the ac tions of the Gul f Current or through human agency. Though 

s ome peopl e say i t might have come from Fernando Po in the 

Gulf of GUinea, yet nobody remembers by whom it was introduced . 

At any rate, it is remembered that there were some palm trees 

gr owing i n Keta at the time the peopl e lived there. When they 

migrat ed t o their present abode and found the soil very suitable 

for i ts gr owth a struggle to s 'ecure l ands for it began. 

Coconut can best grow in a soil that is sandy or a soi l 

that is a mixture of clay, sand and decayed vegetable matter. As 

its roots are adventitious the soil must contai n water or moisture 

to a depth of five or six feet, within reach of the roo t s. 

The dry and well matured nut is collected and deposited 

in a cool shady place. It might be necessary to moist the soil 

regularly with water i n the evening . It t ake s about a month or so 

for the nut to sprout. But where the nut has got matured for a 

long time and remained untouched it may t ake a week to germinate. 

The shoot appears not from the nether end of the nut as one woul d 

expect, but from the capped part, from where i t hangs on to the 

husk. 

The nuts are plan t ed during the r a iny season. A ditch about 

three or four feet i n diameter and three feet deep , is dug. The 

nut i s deposited in the bottom of this ditch. The ditch is left 

unt illed, but the nut is covered up with s oil, leaving of course, the 

shoot free. In the dry season it is especially necessary to water 

the plant regularly. As soon as it takes root in the soil, it 

grows rapidl y , throwing off feathery branches one after the other 

in a spiral formation, from the trunk. Where, the soil is especially 

fruitful, the tree may begin to flower, in the sixth year. The 

flower is encased in a long pod three or four feet lor~ in the 

crown of the spreading foliage. When this bursts open, young fruits 

each just as big as a lemon appears in the flowers. 



The greatest enemy of t he coconut tree is the horned 

beetle. I t attacks the young plant in its early years of growth. 

It bores a hole through the young shoot, eating the tender leaves 

right down at the root and then remains hidden there for a whi le, 

or at l east, until the juic e it seeks to suck is no longer forth­

coming. During an attack of the beetle, the plant cannot grow 

any fresh shoots. It withers and dies in a few days. Someti mes , 

however, a vigilanlG farmer may succeed i n dislodg i ng this pest, 

thus saving the l ife of the young pl ant, if enough harm is not 

already done to it. A strong hooked-piece of iron i s used fo r 

this purpose. 

A coconut tree may grow to the height of thirty or more 

feet . Some trees have been known to be ~ ..... Jk"". sixty feet 

high. At forty years a tree may still continue to bear fruit, i f 

not blown down by a gal e. Two months after the flowers a who l e 

bunch of fruits gets matured and ready fo r picki ng. As a new pod 

of flowers opens almost every month, the f armer collects the fruits 
.(:ou.r 
~ times a year. 

A coconut fruit is as bi g as a man ' s head. The nuts grow 

in clusters in the crown of the tree. A bunch may hold twelve or 

t wenty nuts. The branches act as supporters or res ts for the 

heavy bunches of nuts. The first husk i n the fruit is about three 

inches thick. This contains the fi bre from which ropes for door 

mats are made. Next to the fiberous part of the nut is a very hard 

kernel, a s thick as that of the palm nut. Under the rind there is 

a white marrow about half an-inch thick. This is th1meat from 

which oil and copra are made. Its mil k which is a clear sweet 

water, is a most refreshing drink, especially in the heat of the 

day. 

Copr a is made by scooping out the meat of the fruit with 

a spoon- like instrument and drying it in the sun on a tarpaulin 

or coconut mats . After a fo r tnight or so of drying the copra 

is collected in jute-bags. The weight of a bag of copra is 

gener"ally between 145 lb. or 150 lb. for a load. 
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Besides copra and oil making, the peopl e of Keta-Some put 

the coconut fruit and parts of the tree to a great many uses. The 

shell which is left after the nut is broken and the meat scooped 

out is used as fuel for fire. The rind or the hard inner part of the 

nut burns with effervescent l ight. As wood for fuel is hard to get 

i n the dis"trict the women make a flourishing trade out of selling 

the shells. A coconut shell is one-half-penny per piece, of three, 

during the dry season, and a penny per piece during the wet. The 

l eaves are used in making mats (kloba) for fenc i ng off house- yar ds , 

for roofing bui l dings Gr for constructing sheds . A t welve-leaf 

piece of mat costs one shilling and six pence . 

The main palm (nen;ti ) is used for the frame-work of the 
. "t co HlrC>(..t1'\d 

roof of buildings and as r ails for fas tening on t~fenc~ The butt 

or the thicker end of the" palm, the dried flower pod and fl ower 

stalk are also useful materials for fire . The rims (nekpo or nexae) 

or mid-ribs of the leaves are us ed for making fish traps and brooms. 

The tree trunk is split into beams and u sed as pos ts or r afters in 

the roof of buildings. 

Of recent years, the "eape St. Paul disease has caused damage 

amongst pa~m trees. It has been noticed that this disease follows 

closely any season of severe drought. It attacks the tree at its 

crown, making the leaves turn yellow. In time t hey wither and droop, 

leaving the tree trunk standing tall and lonel y. 

A good coconut farmer inspec ts his farm regulariy. When he 

observes that the yiel d of nuts is falling or that the trees show 

signs of weakness or disease, he either digs a trench a foot or 
" ~ so wl.de and two~ ... deep around each tree and fills it wi th farm- yard 

manure or i f he has cattle he tethers each animal to a tree. Except 

dur ing the day when th e animals are led to thegreen to be fed they 

remain there unsheltered through r ain or fine weather, for three or 

six months. The animal droppings are left lying round each tree, 

and so manure the soil around it. 

It may be remarked that it is mainly for the purpose of 

manuring the soil devoid of plant food that cattle is kept in Keta­

Some. Cattle owners , by hiring their animals out at 5/ - per head 

for a month make a flourishing trade. 
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CHAPTER 5 
~ 

SECTION 5 LOCAL CLOTH WEAVING. 

Besides Bonyire in Ashanti and Kpetoe in Agotime, 

Agbozume in Keta-Some is one of the most important centres of 

local c l oth-weaving in the Gold Coast. It is the most i mportant 

occupation of the people besides coconut f arming and fishing. It 

started as a hobby-or a past time activity , but it is n ow so 

important that about 85% of the people are engaged in i t 

permanently, day in day out. Its i mportanc e i s s o widespread in 

the area that it has ca~ght t he imag i nation of the women too,. Some 
~ . .., 

of w8Q now compete with the men i n i t. I t is an all season 

occupation. No weather limits its pursuit . I n r a i n or in sunshine 

you can hear the weaver's shuttle pl yi ng gr ac efully i n the loom. 

Many farmer s whose lands have become unproducti ve as a result of 

lack of plant-food, have be en known to abandon their farms f or 

years and take to weaving clot h. 
tyrv'\,..e1"t 

It i s not defin itely known how~c lotn-weaving in the area 

began . er wbeR. Some people say that their ances t ors had knoWl'\and 
~r 

practised the art very long ago in their origi nal home ~ Ketu 

in Nig eria . Others say t he y ha d l earnt it from t h e peopl e of Ada 

who i n turn had s tudied it f rom their nei ghbours the Kro bos and 

Gas. Yet others say they had been taught by the Peki r efugees of the 

Ashanti-Peki wars . At any r a te , at the t i me that the people of 

Keta- Some founded their new home a t Agbozome i n the ear l y 19th 

century , some of them were cloth- weavers 

THE TOOLS : 

The would-be cloth-weaver who already knowa the art must 

possess t he following tools for himsel f. 

1. The loom - ( agbati ). This i s made by dri ving four 

posts in the earth in a rec tangul ar formation. The posts are 

generally fiv e f ee t hi gh . The posts coul d be t wo and a hal f - feet 

apart on ~ t~~e.~ s i de and anything from t hr ee to f i ve feet on 
"*'-...... the lfrSg oiae, acc ordi ng as t o how l ong t he l egs of the weaver are. 

In between t he posts on eac h side and i n line with the original 

posts, t wo ot her posts (tometi ) , ver y heavy s t r ong ones i ndeed, 

about a f oot and -a-half high are dr iven . They are gr ooved at the 



othe t ends. Across the first posts on each side, and three or 

f our f eet fr om the ground are secured two pieces of wood grooved 
h 

in s aw-edged fas~on. Whe~ these posts are in position the loom 

gr 

i s for med. But now- a- days it i s the fashi on to have the whole loom 

made by a carpenter. The posts are then mounted on a platform.~ l~i$ 

r emovabl e to a room in case of bad weather. 

2. The rol ler (Kubleti: akabeti) on which the woven materi al is 

wound is a heavy piece of wood, generally four feet long. Other 

tool s are a sptndle, (keke) for spinning thread on to the reels 

(vumedi), a shuttle (vu), a warp (xa) and a pair or t wo of heald­

l ike warps (no). The ol~type of spindle which was worked with the 

hand has now been replaced by an efficiently worked contraption 

(deti -fomo) made of wood. 

BeSides thes e t ools the cloth-weaver keeps a small piece 

of wood (dzidzeti) notched in graduation, for measuring out the 

length of each line of cloth and the distances between the patterns 

and deSigns. Two pieces of wood crossed together and joined in the 

middle by a wooden pin i s pla ced on the mouth of a bot t le weighed 
down with sand. Over these is placed the yarn, hank by hank, and as 

the spi ndle machine is worked, these pieces of wood turn in a turn­

pi ke fash i on releasing the thread from the hanks on to the reels. 

The weaver keeps a ls o a flat piece of wood six or seven inches 

long and two or three inches wide, which he uses when weaving a 

design. There is always a piece of candle at hand for rubbing on 
~w~h 

the threads~to keep them soft and pliable. All these petty articles 

the shuttle, the reels, the yarns, the candle, etc. are collected 

tog ether in a bas ket or box which the weaver keeps on his right -

hand side. 
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CHAPTER 5. 

SECTI ON 6. CLOTH- WEVAING - ITS EDUCATION & SOME CUSTOMS. 

1. Education in cloth- weaving for goys in Keta-Some begins 

as earl y as six years and l asts for ten or eleven years. This 

is so because of the complic ated nature of the craft itself and 

the consequent demand on time for the mas try of all the 

essential s of its component parts. 

2. Fifty years ago, when cloth-weaving was merely a hobby, 

or a lei~ure t i me practice or an off- season activity or an 

occupation for the stay- at-homes,-those aged men who were too 

infirm to brave the hazards of long trading journeys-or those 

who had no farm lands, lessons in cloth-weaving normally started 

at the age of seventeen and continued intermittently till one was 

thirty years old. Added to this followed a further period of 
or 

five or six years f~ a loose sort of apprenticeship, during which 

though the learner had learned everything there was to learn and 

married too, perhaps, yet he remained bound to his master and 

did nothing, as far as cloth-weaving was concerned, out of his 

own volition. 

3. Ttar was the time when he had to learn to reckon how 

much cloth could be woven in a particular season, and how much 

yarn would be required to do so. And, when the ffi ason closed 

and suffi cient cloth had been woven, he ha d to organise and 

manage the journeys to the trading markets. He was expected to 

render accurate account of the transactions when he returned. And, 

though they had no aids to quick reckoning besides the :aborious 

system of gr ain or seed-counting, yet they never were wanting 

in exactitude. 

4. The first lesson is thread-spinning. The child is 

taught to turn the spindle and to produce thread-reels of the 

requir ed size and strength. This instruction lasts for several 

weeks not without the accompaniment of many ugly knocks on the 

fair-head until perfection is attained. The most difficult 

part of spinning, that of getting the right ends of the yarns 

hank by hank, and that of tracing it again to its right source 

when it snaps are problems tha t are never really got over until 

after two or three years of persistent schooling and experience. 



5. In conjunction with i nstructions in this part of cloth­

weaving, i t is considered a rul e that the pupil should, every 

morning, sweep t he yard around the loom and to l ayout all other 

gadgets except the cl oth- rol l i tsel f. 

6. When no further faults with his spi = i ng is found, and 

the reels produced by him give nm more t roubl e s, t he 'pupil' is 

considered sufficiently advanced to be taught the ne~t step. This 

step is a very important one. It is the 'throwing- in-of the shuttle l 

The joy and thrill this announcement gives to the young are more 

than can be told. He ge ts up earlier than usual and does his duties 

more promptl y. But his joys are soon short-lived. For, when his 

arms become be-numbed with fatigue and he gets cramped in his seat, 

and his legs begi n to quake under him with every movement, and 

more and more knocks descend on his head with every false 'throw 

in' or the threads get cut, he often rues the day he decided to 

enter the school of cloth-we aving. But perfection ev±~enfry comes 

with pr actice, and soon rhythem and speed develop.aad get 

pef'feeted. 

7. The f act that the learner is able to throw in the shuttle 

and to develop speed in weaving does not make him a weaver. There 

are more other skills to be learned and developed than mere 

throwing in of shuttles. He has to learn to manupilate the heald­

like warps in making designs; he has to piece the cloth-lines 

t.ogether and sew them in the right way as to form an overall 

correct pattern. He has to learn to read any sample of cloth and 

be able to calculate the exact number of yarns, hank by hank 

that would be r equired to make it. The laying out of the cloth 
or..\- ",.1'1-

threads~which ha$~ always to be considered in conjunction with 

the number of pegs required is a mathematical problem, particularly 

so, whe n it has to be considered against how much money is going 

to be spent i n making the cloth. The careful weaver spends days 

and days in careful ar ithmetic. He keeps a small bag of corn- grains 

for aid in calculations. He realises that the slightest mistake 

in calculation will land him i n t rouble with his customer and 

the ultimate ruin of his reputation as an honest cloth-weaver. 

8. Then too, it takes a lot of time to learn to make a warp 

and the healds, and to be able to enter every single thread of 
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cloth i n its prmper pla ce in either the warp or the heald. 

Bleaching is another of the difficult problems, and it is 

here that those who have no eye~for colours fail miserably. 

9. No wonder that it i s a common saying among members 

&5 

of the c loth- weaving 'fraternity' that no one ever perfects ,,.., 

every aspedt of cloth weaving, designi ng and patterning before 

he dies. However, at the age of s ixteen or s eventeen , a learner 

is considered perfec t to~a degree as to make him s t and on 

his own. 

10 . At sixty or so, or as soon as the veteran cloth-weaver 

finds that he cannot s-ee the two ends of a thread which gets 

cut, he consider s himself done wi th the art. He retQres 

honourably . 

11. SOME TRADITIONAL CUS TOMS CONNECTED lNITB CLOTH WEAVING 

1. Cloth- weaving is done on all days of the week 

except Sundayofor christians and days of r est for pagans 

as enjoined by t he clan-g ods. 

2. No one who is not a weaver can handle any of the 

weaver's tools. The shuttle is never to be rattled except 

when actually engaged in weaving or when offering prayers 

to the gods. 

3. A woman who has a menstrual flow is not allowed to 
( w<f\- ') 

step over the l ines of cloth. This is considered violation 

of the custom of the household spirits. A woman who does 

so, will have to propitiate the spirits with an offering 

of a white chicken, corn f l our and oil. 

4. No one, whether a weaver or not can fall down in a 

loom . The vi cti m is considered unclean in either thought 

or deed , and is supposed to be so exposed by the housetlold 

gods. To propitiate the gods he will have to offer a white 

chicken , palm-nut oil corn flour, an earthen ware pot and 

some herbs. The clan priest will steep the appropriate 

herbs ·in water in ~ pot. All members of the clan will 

assemble near the loom one morning. The offending member'S 

hair is shaved off, and he is made to stand in front of 

the company. All articles and utensils of the kitchen 

will be assembl ed by the woman of the house. The priest 
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will dip the cooking stick, the l~ and the .kitchen 

broom into the water in the pot. He will then sprinkle 

the water now al l over the offending person first, then all 

other members of the family and then the spot where the 

offender fell down. A ~short prayer is offered and the 

househol d god~ pardon is asked. 
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CHAPTER ~. \ 

8'T 

SECTIO~ ~ CLOTH- WEAVI NG - A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A WEAVER. 

1. The thread which is used in weav i ng the Keta cloth is 

bought from the shops in Keta. About one hundred years ago, the 

people spun their own yarn from the cotton which they grew on 
ba,,~"\-

their f arms, or ~ from other people. It was then possible to 

get the yarns died with herbs in red and green or dark blue 

colours only. But £ i nce Europeans have begun to i mport yarns 

dyed in various colours the art of spinning yarn has died out a 

great deal. But as the cloth from the home-spun yarn i s still used 

by some peopl e, if not for general wear, then at least for towels 
/ , -:: 

and the batakari, it is possible to find some old women labouring 

at making the home -spun yarn. 

2. For an ordinary pl ain cloth without any designs or patterns 

it general l y r equires sixteen hanks of thread or yarn to make 

a twenty-line-cloth. 

3. The yarns are at first steeped in starch hank by hank 

and spread out in the sun. The starch gives added strength to 

___ the threads and prevents constant breaking during the process of 

weaving. The thread in eEch hank of yarn is spun on to reels. 

A weaver's reels are of two kinds: one is five or six inches long. 

This is used in the shuttles when actual weaving is done. The 

other is about eleven or twelve i nches long. This is used when 
sl;"~\e 

the weaver lines out the indi,idtt~l threads from which the cloth 

is developed. 

4. When all the required amount of thread for lining out and 

a few more for weaving are spun, the threads for all the line s 

of cloth are thrown out in exact acc ordance with the pattern 

of cloth desired. For the lining out, a l ong, light piece of wood 

(akokloe) five or six feet long and mounted at one end by a metalic 

ring, is used. Twenty-two pegs, twelve on one side and ten on the 

other, all in rows and e:i,ght or ten feet apart are firmly driven 

into the earth. The distance between any two pegs is often four or 
( ....-o!-+,.) 

five inches. It is along these pegs that the lines of thread are 
~ 

thrown. It t akes a who le day to do thiS. After~the in~ividual 

threads are pass ed through the heards and the warp, r espectively> 

weaving begins. 
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5. Whilst the he aI ds are being worked by the feet al t ernate l y , 
........ fl- > 

the shuttle is thrown through the ~ aaa the war p worki ng 

simultaneously as a pres sure. The width of a line of clo th i s 

normally four or fiv e inches. To make the woven fabric i n to 

cloth f or wear, the l ines are cut into lengths ten or eleven f eet 

or six or sev"en feet long as the case may be for a man or a 

woman. The cloth f or men is generally eighteen or t wenty l ines. 

That for~ wom~n is t welve or fou rteen. 

6. The norma l day f or a cloth-weaver i n Keta- Some begi ns 

at five in the morning. As s oon as he gets up, he t akes his 

gadgets out, spreads ou t t he line twenty or twenty- four feet l ong 

and ad justs the weight at the other end of it properly. He then 

examines t he threads carefully and mends any breakings. As soon 

as he i s seat ed and about to begi n his work, he rattles a shuttle 

loud and long and off ers the fo l lowing prayer: 

7. 0 afedome voduwo, 

Menyi ba d i nafOi! 

Afedome ngli wo , 

8 . 

MeY9 mi , meY9 me kenken! 

Menye 4e vQ deke dzi 0, 

Ke bon de dagbe - dagbe dzi, 

No'fe, afe nanyo ko dzie miele. 

Mua ga ke, agua gadze. 

' Ye do si miede asi nam be 

Matso any miafe togbiyovi kple mamayoviwoe la, 

' Yae koe dzi megale. 

Minya gbe t sivowo da Ie mia nu 100 

Adzevowo fe afo neto avlime- mo! 

Yuia ! Yuia ! Yuia! 

Tr ans l a t ion 2 

0, ye household gods! 

I give you all the respects that are due, 

Ye ancestral spirits, 

I cal l upon you all. 

Not that I wish anyone evil, 

&::t~'jltjl . But t hat I wish all peace and 



We stand for the good of the House . 

The day dawns, the sun is risen, 
Ufon. 

And the work that yeu have enjoinedAme to do 

To feed your grandsons and daughters 

This I do 'I' everyday. 

Drive ~away from me all evil spirits 

And let witches and wizards find their way into the 

grave · 

All hail! hail! hail! hail!. 

9. Thus ending his prayer he begins to weave in earnest. As 

he weaves he whis les or sings and throWS the shuttle with the 

rhythem of his song. The weaver brooks no interferances; they 

may disturb the programme of his work or make him lose the count 

of a pattern or a design. His breakfast which he t akes at about 

S o'clock may cdnsist of a pap - a semi- liquid food made of corn 

flour - or'abolo' and fish. There may be a snack, generally, the 

milk of one or two fruits of the coconut at about ten o 'clock . 

These meals he takes quite near his loom. Noon-day meal for him is 
ot"\~. 

always a heavy meal. I t is the usual ~pl~ and soup and fish. He 

takes this in his usual dining apartment. He may rest for twenty or 

thirty minutes as he says , in order to"let t he food get rested 

in the stomach". 

10. The day's work for the weaver ends at five or six 

o'clock in the evening. If the cloth is of the plain kind 

containing just a few designs, he can weave four or five lines 

a day, taking four or five days to complete a twenty-line piece 

of it. But this is not so with the complicated pattern aaQ",r 

design kinds. Two lines a day and three or four weeks is the 

normal length of time for these. 
~e ",,~I-d."'~-

11. The ~ day pr~ce~dingAthat on which the weaver 

finishes his own assignment of the cloth- is always for him a 

very busy one indeed. He works far into the night, cutting the 
-tI. ...... 

line s of cloth acc ording to tIE requir ed lengths ani sewing i;I; all", 

out with the hand line by line. He is sometimes helped by his 

Wife, his elder childre~ and perhaps a neighbour or two. When all 

is over, he rolls them int6; neat parcelt As soon as it is dawn 
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he goes to tre market with them or give s t hem to a trusted 

neighbour to sell , while he waits in an atmosphere of anxious and 

pl easant expec tati.ons. 

12. Fifty years ago no weaver ever wove cloth up to eighteen 

or twenty l ines. People did not wear large cloths as they do 

to-day. The normal span of cloth then was twelve lines f or women 

and fourteen, fifteen ~ sixteen lines for men. Most of the cloths 

woven were of the p...,lain kind and contained lines or bars for 

patterns and not the variegated ones as are common to- day. 

13. Cloths were sold not at Keta, but at such distant towns 

and vi llages as Akefe, Noefe, Tove and Agu in French Togoland and 

at Ada, Akuse and Kpong. It was the practice then for a weaver to 
V"""j 

carry a load of thirty or forty cloths. Some whose loads were great 
'!he .. wl'\..c.rs .... , 

reaching upwards of one- hundred or sOAemployed paid-up carriers. 

Weeks and months were spent in travelling from one village to another 

and cases of carriers abandoning their lo ads or running away with 

them were not unknown. Sometimes a weaver would decide to live 
",el1o 

in a particular district to weave when the orders for his cloth wtte 

great. He brought either all his principal tools or the most 

essential ones and i mprovised the others. Yarn was brought to him 

by seasonal visi tors. 

14. Some of the outstandingwavers in those days were 

Ad zamkpale of Agbozome-Napeto, Konkui and Azine-Senanu . The latter 

wove a variety of cloths among whi ch .was a kind called fwayagba f . 

This cloth was sold only to the German Missionaries and others 

at the village of Waya, now i n British Togoland. Other very 

dexterous ~ weavers of fanciful cloths were Yibor Zungbe and 

Dzasa. 

15. Some varieties of cloth wov en to-day are the Akpedo, the 

KPE-EVEE, the VIDe -AKOMEE, the SaGE, the KUTUMPO- NTAMA - a cloth 

peculiar to Martin Cudjoe, one of the most outstanding of the 

pr esent day literate weavers in the area. There are also the Haliwe 

the Vu-Evee, the Vu-tsatsa and tIE Asidanui . 

16. Other weavers of the present day who are making their 

marks are Wodobo, Gadzimwole, Sedo-Havi and Atsu Kumor dzi. 

17. The main cloth season concides exactly with the prinCipal 

Cocoa season of the Gold Coast; this is, October to January . 



On the face of it is not mere coincidence at all; it is the 

consequence of the fact that at this t ime more money flows 

in the country and all kinds of trade flourish. Hausas and 

Fantes and Ashantis are the principal traders in cloth. 

18. The cloth market in Keta on a market-day is a galaxy 

of colours. Rows and rows of all kinds of cloth, from the 

yellow and the green striped, the pl ain white and the 

geometrically patterned to the simple and the gaudily designed, 

all laid out on mats. Near them the anxious owners sit or stand 

whilst their flOWing-robed customers strike out the bargains 

amidst many repetitio~s of 'alabaraka'. All these in themselves 

present vivid hues. 



CHAPTER & 5 
9 

SECTION t : SALT - COLLECTING I NDUSTRY. 

1 . Sal t collecting in the Keta-lagoon has been for many years 

an occupation f or women. It is not a seasonal occupation. It is 

neither done all the year round. Two factors deter mine the 

d~sposition of sal t in the lagoon. They are wate r and sunshine. 

2. When we mention the Keta-lagoon in connection with salt­

co l lect i on we do not mean the whole of the l agoon. It is only 

those parts that border the villages of Afiadenyi gba, Dogbekofe, 

Worwuikofe, Agbozome and Adina. The lagoon- depression i n these 

parts is on a higher elevation, and it is only when real ly very 

heavy series of rains f~l in the wet season that it gets flooded 

s ometi mes three or- four feet high. The normal height in any or di nary 

season is one foot or nine inches. 

J. When the l agoon maint ains this height of water and carries 

i t over into the dr y s eason, i n December and January, tre burning 

heat of day , and the dry harmattan wind effect very rapid 

evaporation in its surface. The ultimate result is that the water 

turns into brines, which very quickly turn into salt crystals. 

4. But the women do not wait to see nature do all these for 

them. As soon as it i s observed that the water in the l agoon has 

turned into brines, there is a scramble for space there for the 

purpose of dammi ng: Barriers of mud- mounds for the purpose of 

checking t he downward flow of the water are made. The whole 

surfa ce of the' l agoon is criss-crossed with dams in a jig- saw 

fashi on i n a few days. 

5. The dams are observed Qvery day, the evaporation watched 

with keen interests . When the brine in a dam is observed to be 

too low, water is c.ollected elsewhere and added on to it; when 

too high, it is bailed out. In thisray the equilibrium of bri~e 

suita bl e for the formation of salt crystals is maintained. 

6. During the salt season it is a common sight to see 

women and child~en sitting on the lagoon banks keeping watch 

over their dams and occasionally going down to observe how the 

brine is behaving. As cases of dishonesty are not uncom,non, some 

people even keep vigils on the banks. 



7. When the brine cryst alises i nto salt the owner of the 

dam goes down into it wi t h her chi l dr en and pe r haps with one 

or two friends a l so and coll ects the sal t, scoompig it out with 

broken pi ec es of c al abash into small baskets. Dirty crystals 

are carefully washed until they sparkle whi te. 

8. Some women possess three or four dams. These are let 

out to othe r s who have n one. In such cases two- thirds of the 

s alt colle cted goes to the dams- owner. When the season is over, 

t he heaps of sal t are e i ther fetched home or sold to traders 

from Ada , who are al ways about during the season, or are collected 

and s tored i n s t acks. -S tae ks are made of coconut palms and gr ass. 

9 . A jut e- bag of salt of the large size is generally sold 
clurly., j s..cz..a~on 7 o. .... d 

for £1 . 8s A~ £2. 10s in the off- season. 



CHAPTER 6 

LAND TENURE nOD DISTRI BUTI ON. 

1 . At the time of settlement in Agbozome in the earl y part 

of the 19th century , all t he l and in Keta- Some, par t icularl y 

in the township of Agbozome and its surroundi ng vill ages was vested 

in the Paramount Stool and he l d i n trus t f or t he peopl e. But 

in time this right was delegat ed to the var ious kinsh~p gr oups 

and each owne d portiQns of it and perpetuated a l l odial rights 

over portions ~ i t;-. But again i n course of t ime through r e­

division of rights, through s ys t ems of i nheritance through grants 

and through out-right purchases, the land is now owned by ki nship 

or quarters grou~ c l an or extended f amily groups and indivi dual s. 

2 . KI NSHI P GROUP . 

The head of the ki nship gr oup holds right s over l ands 

belongi ng to the group. But as his posit i on in t he gr oup i s 

generally r ather mor e by consent of t he group rather th an by 

absolut e i nheritance, his r ights as an indivi dual , over the l ands 

is not abso l ute ; i t is limi ted. As he cannot t r ansfer his posit ion 

as head of the kinship gr oup or clan without .the approval of the 

elders of the group or clan s o he cannot dispose of his l imited 

r ights over t he land s by himsel f. 

J . He has t he r ight i n l ight of the foregoi~, as far as 

l and 'di s t ribution is 'concer ned to t r l'!llsfer lands by grants to sub­

groups and i ndiv i duals in the kinship group and by sal e. This involves 

always the paymen t of the customary fees or rum by the gr antee to 

the head in ac knowl edgement of his (the head's) superior rights . 

He has the righ t t o pl edge or pawn a portion of the l and for debts 

i n which the group as a \vhol e i s i nvol ved. e.g. debts incurred 

as a r esu l t of litigati on over the group land or over consecration 

or pr opitia tion of the kinship- group stoo l or gods. 

4 . Un t il 1916 inheritance in Keta- Some was matrilineal. 

Nephew inheritanc e hel d sway. But not all nephews inherited their 

unc l es. The pr ac tice was that those nephews who lived and laboured 

with thei r uncles i nheri ted them . No account whatever was taken 

of the order bir t h . 



But with the impact of Western ideas - Western concept of 

ownership - and the commerc i al and utilitarian values of land, 

inheritance is now patrilineal. And, whil st allodial rights to 

l ands still exist, it is significantl y becoming shrunk up, whilst 

individual rights are on the asc~ndancy. 

5. STRANGER'S RIGHTS. 

Any person who belongs to another tribal group is treated 

in Keta-Some as a-strang er. But even to a less er degree any 

person of Keta-Some origin, but belonging to a different kinship­

group is for the purpose of land tenure and distribution treated 

as a stranger. Thus a person of APEGAME is treated as a stranger, 

in the sense mentioned above, in KPORDIWLOR, tho]Jgh they are all 

people of AGBOZOME . 

6. A stranger may be c apable of purchasing land, but there 

is the tenden cy to avoid abs ol ute sales to such persons especially 

if they are of another ethnic group. In many cases such strangers 

can only have surface rights . 

7. No discrimination is now made in selling lands and thus 

transfering absolute rights to persons from different kinship 

groups, though such transactions are always frowned upoh by the 

most conservative members of the grpups. 

8. "lOMEN. 

No woman in Keta- Some ever becomes the head of a kinship 

grpup or an extended f amily (clan). When a woman acquires a land 

With money g i ven her by her father as a gift or with money she 

has obtained through her labour and industry, the land so acquired 

becomes her own property . Her husband has no rignt to it in the 

same way as he has no right to her other personal properties. Upon 

her death t he land becomes the absolute property of her daughters 

who may, if they so desire apportion it among themselves or 

incorporate i t With their mother's kinship-group's. Wives have no 

righ ts t o their husband's l and or a landed property. It must here 

be remarked that conflicts now exist in the minds - and in certain 

cases i n fact _ i~he ffiia4s of many educated persons who have 

married according to European system as to whether the :lestern 

concept of inheritance or the indigenous should apply upon the 

death of either party. 



9. DEVOLUTION OF LAND UPON DEATH. 

It has been observed that succession is now along the 

paternal line. This is generally to the eldest sur viving s on. 

This is so when the land is not the kinship group's but the 

individuals. But even in such cases it is the elders of the 

extended family who decidawho should i nherit and it is a rule 

rather than the exception that it is the eldest son who does. 

However, there hav~ been cases where the el dest son or any son 

for that matter is disinherited. This i s so wher e the f ather t hinks 

his charac t er does not warrant his success i on to the property. But, 
a],so 

there haveLbeen ca ses w3e re death- bed dispositions have been set 

aside by the elders for the s ake of peac e and tranquility among 

the sons of a deceased father. 

10. A person who dies and has no issues, has his landed 

pvoperty passed on to the clan of his brothe rs, one of whom 

assumes sole administration. In cases of a self- acquired property, 

upon the death of t he owner the land becomes the family property 

of his sons, and the eldest son becomes the so l e administrator 

on beha lf of his brothers. Where the sons of the deceased are too 

young to administer the property, their living uncle on the 

paternal side acts as a guardian of the young sons or minors and 

administer the pr operty until such tirre as any of them comes of 

age to assume administration. (Coming of age is said to mean 

when he is old enough and married) 

11. DIVISIBLE PROPERTY . 

Where the l and is self- acquired, upon the death of the 

owner, if the sons des ir e to have it partitioned, it could be 

done so for them by the elders of the clan. The daughters are 

always excluded, with the understanding that they will be maintained 

by their brothers whilst they remain unmarried. If the deceased 

had no .-rife, the property passes on to his sons, the mother merely 

regarded as a member of the family and supported by them so long 

as she r emains unmarried. But as soon as she marries again she 

loses all consideration for support from the property of her 

deceased husband. When a man had many wives and his sons desire 

to have the property partitioned, such partitioning is done by the 
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elders equally among them, according as there are m . any Wlves . No 

regard whatever i s paid to the number of issues of each wife . 

Often the sons of one mother may either agree to regard the 

property as property of the segmentary grpup or ha ve it divi~ed 

amongst them. 

12. I n certain instances the deceased's property i s di vided 

among his sons equally without any reg ard t o the number of their 

mothers. Divorce aoes n ot in any way affect the s ons and daughters 

of a divorced wife i n their succ ess i on to their father ' s l anded 

property, but issues out of wed-lock are not consider ed i nheri t ors 

in conjunction with the1 r bro t hers or s i ster s. 

13. Succession to the pr operty of the ki nship gr oup is 

generally by r otati on in order of s eniority. But where the dec eased 

ha d more t han one wi fe the e l dest son of each wife take_ turns i n 

succession. 

14. SALE OF LAND. 

About thir ty years ago the practice of the sale of l and 

did not exist i n Ke t a - Some. But now it is becoming very common, 

especia lly now that t he pl ace is becoming economically important 

as a r e sult of the building of the Denu-Accra road. Many people 

who live f ar away from the road now desire to possess pieces of 

land near i t for the purpose of bu i lding shops and houses for 

hire . D~tfid~lfyin obt aining lands is becoming very high and there 

have been s everal cases of puplicity. No documents, in the l egal 

sense pu rporti ng to such transactions are made. In most cases 

a special pro cedure or custom of drinking wine together and 

calling upon t he household, clan and national gods to be witnesses 

is usually applied to complete the transaction. And once this 

is done , t he l and is considered having passed absolutely to t~ 

purchaser. Boundary trees, or other means of demarcation are 
It... 

planted. The re is no leasing of land in the area, for either ~ 

purpose of farming or building . 

15. PLEDGING OR PAIlNING. 

Lands , especially coconut plantations are constantly 

pledged or pawned by the people. In these cases original ownership 

still r ema i ns, and the lands so pledged can be redeemed by the 

owner or those who succeed him when he dies. Lands are pawned 



to money-lenders - not necessarily l egally authorised money-lenders. 

The long possession of the land does not in any way confer t he 

rig ht of ownership to the mortgagee. The pra ctice is this: The 

borrower or mortgagor pawns a portion of the l and to the lender. 

In one instance one-third of the proceeds, - if coconut trees are 

concerned - goe s to pay the de bt whi l s t t wo- t hir ds goes to t he 

lender and is recognised as the interes t on t he loan. The l and is 

reclaimed when the--whol e debt is liquidate d in t hi s way . 

16 . I n another, the land is pawned f or a cer t a i n number of 

years and become, a s it were, the property of the owner unt il such 

t i me as the whole debt is pai d out . When the land i s not r edeemed 

at the stipula ted time, t he agr eemen t is re-newed . Some generous 

money-lenders s ometimes allow the debt to be pa id i n monthl y 

instalment s . 

17. RIGHTS I N TREES . 

Distinc t ive right s i n t rees existed i n the area. many years 

ago . This was s o i n r espect of coconut trees . But now i t i s the 

practice that ownershi p of t r ees gr owing on a l and bel ongi ng to 

another person passes on t o the owner by r ight of out -right purchase. 

18. BOUNDARIES . 

Boundari es exi st be tween lands owned by one kinship 

group and another, and bet we en l ands owned by individual s. These 

boundarie s ar e oft en marked by dried up stream courses, by trees, 

and now-a-days, by cactus f ences and hedgi ngs of sisal plants, or 

concrete posts. Generally dur ing l i t igati ons boundari es are marked 

by judicia l decisions . No surveyi ng of the land is practised. 

19. LITIGATI ONS . 

There a r e not many cases of l itigations, for general ly 

s peaking boundary disput es that occur are settled by ki nship 

grOUp-arbitra tions ;r heads of c l ans and elders . Cases of land 
A 

litigations tha t go t o cour ts are generally those fanned by litigants 

(bush-lawyers) who have not hing to l ose, but rather much to gain 

throug h duplicities. Protracted l and cases are not so by their 

serious or complica t ed natmre by the inefficiencies of court 

decisions. 

20 . Owners whose l ands become market places are often 

compensated fr om toll s collec t ed f rom such markets. ______________ -A 
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CHAPTER 7. 

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

POSTAL SERVICES; 

1. Until 1934 there was only one Post Office in the area for 

postal services, and that was at Denu. It was at first 

a Postal Agency. It was opened during the early 20's. It 

catered for services from AgRsome, Adina and Agavedzi. During 

early 30's it became a class 'B' post Office and has remained 

so ever since. 

2. In 1934 a Postal Agency was opened at Adin~ through the 

instrumentality of the Ciliief of the place. It was attached 

to the offices of the Local Court and was managed by the Court 

Registrar in addition to his normal duties. In the early 

40's when the Local Court was closed, the Post Office suffered 

at set-back. It ha~ to be closed also. 

3. In 1950 another Post Agency was opened at Agbosome. It 

was attached to the Local Court. The Postal Agency at 

Adina was also re-opened that year. The post office at Denu 

collects letters from Agboxome and Adina and delivers mails 

at three Head Offices - Keta, Ho and Accra. In addition to 

this it handles mails that pass on into Lome through the Aflao 

Agency. 

The frequency of the mail service is thrice weekly at 

Denu and the other Agencies too. 

The issue and payment of money orders is conducted 

at the Denu Post Office only. Postal Order may be bought 

and paid at the other Agencies. 

4. TELEPHONE SERVICE. 

100 

Denu is the only place in the area which has any connection 

with the main telephone trunk system of the Gold Coast. It 

is connected with Accra either through Ho, nearly 70 miles 

north or through Keta by Way of Ada. New trunk lines are now 

being constructed from Denu to Sogakofe on the Volta, along 

the Denu - Accra road. A branch line is being constructed at 

Agbosome. 
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Denu i s t he only plac e that has a telegraphic system, 

though telegrams can be handed in at the Agbosome and Adina Agencies. 

RQADS. 

Ther e are 46 miles of roads of all kinds in the area. 

pri~ipal motorable roads are those from Agbosome to Denu, and 

from Denu to Ke ta, and Denu to Aflao. These roads are 

maintained by t he P~blic Works Department and are all in good 

condition throughout the year. 

Other roads which are maintained by the Local Authority 

are tho se from Agbosome to Wowuikofe and Adina-monu, 

The ~ 

Ehi and Poglu. The roads to Ehi and Poglu have, for a very long 
b,.ou", 

time~neglected and ~ therefore in certain places are mere 

bush-pat hs f or a greater part of the year ~. The Local Authority 

i s now planning to have them repaired and maintained. These 

roads i t must be remembered were constructed in 1916 as soon 

as the present Head Chief was enstooled. 

dry-weather roads. 

They are mainly 

The roads to Wowuikofe and Adina-Monu and Sohume through 

the sands, are now more or less big ditches continually made 
1f.-rn.-

worse by the lorries which use it during the salt season. They 

very badly need repairing. There are no bridges along the roads. 

There are a few culverts on the r oad from Denu to Agb,.?ome. The 

following table shows the mileage of roads in the area. 

Jk.l-we§.ther r oa,dlii! ~ All-weather roads. Miles 

1. Agbosome - Ehi 7 1. Agbozome- Denu 8 

2 . Agbosome Poglu 4 2. Denu- Aflao 5 

3. Agbosome Wowuikofe 2 3.Denu-Keta 15 
~ 

4. AgbosOJlle - Adina-Monu 2 

5. Agbosome Sohume 3 
~miles. 

TRANSPORT . 

The Government Transport Department testing and examining 

officer s in conjunction with the police sometimes visit the area -

Denu _ to test applicants for driving licences and examine vehicles 

for ro ad worthiness. Lorries involved in accidents are generally 

examined at Keta. 
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Road transport services are principally in the hands of 

small private operators, operating single lorries for the 

transport of passengers and goods to and from Accra, Dzodze, 

~doba, Aflao and Lome and Keta. Some of these transport 

owners are Nicholas and Kwasivi Dzisa, Wi1son Sosu and Kwakutse 

Wormenor. 

Head-loading of goods and produce is still carried on 

(o~ 

between farms and road points. When the Keta-Lagoon is in floods, 

canoes convey goods and passengers between Agbosome and Keta. 

But as this system of conveyance is always slow and tedious many 

peop1e# get their goods on the head across the water at Salakofe 

and from there travel by lorries to the market at Keta. 

'There are no railways or Air services in the area. 
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CHAPTER a 
POLIG:lCAL AND SCClAL STRUCTURE. 

(04-

seat! eft~ lndeginous Political and Social Structure. 

1. ~or the purpose of indigenous political administration 

the area 1_ divided into three socia.l groups, called Awalogowo. 

These divisions were in the past mainly for administration and 

mobilization of the tribal army . There i s the Ri ght Ving Divisi on 

called the 'xUsi-walogo'. the Left Ving Division oalled t he MIa­

waJ,ogd and the Middle Divisi on o[<lled the lo i ti na-walog~ or Adotri. 

~. Each of the Right and Left Wing Divi sions is rule d by a 

bead called AwalogolllBfia . The Middle Divi si on has a head who takes 

precedence of the Heads of the othe r two .Divisions. He i s fla.l l ed 
-

Awalogomefiaga.. Over a.nd above these Divi si onal Chiefs 1s t he 

Ulfiaga or Ga. As a rule t he Ulf ia.ga is of t he Middl e Divis i on . 

and a member of the chiefly c lan known as the Fiafome (Stool l!'am11y) 

3. Each fair-s ize t own or village in tbe a rea has a head 

called Ulfia . As is t he case with the Dufiaga, each Dufia is a 

member of ~he mal D st ool l'&mily. 

Hanuawo and Ulmegawo are the next rulers who come in r anks 

in the traditi ona l system. A Hanua is generally the hehd of two 
"-'...:I 

or more extended families.a. A Ulmega 1s~of a clan . 

4 . The Ulfi&ga and each Ulfi& for that matte r comes from 

the ruling family by patrilineal descent, and has to be elected 
\\e 

by a. c ommittee of the stool elders. ~ does not succeed to the 

stool by virtue of primogeniture. At the Head of the stool family 

is the St ool Father or Fiato or ~ikpuiato. ~omen naVe no say In 

election and installation of chiefs in Keta-Some. 
cond 

5. Besid. d18 Ultia.ga, am the Ulfiawo , " the Senior Di vi si onal 

Chie~ or Awalogomefiaga ~ each of ~he Divisional Chiefs possess4s 

a st ool and has the rights and prev1leges that a ttach to a s t ool. 

Though it is IlLS .. U!Ii ,R s Ule! 1 M' some Hanuawo and IUmegawo ... 

possess stools and some stool paraphenali a , yet t he se s t ools a re 

only recognised within the cla nship group as such~ Stool rite s and 
, ",,~. 

ceremonies for them are matters of the clan5&ff.atTs. They have not 

the privileges of public outdooring. oome of t he se s t ools , so 

t~aditional history tell~ come into existence as a r~sult of the 

owners being outstandi ng persons i n ~rlbal war s or we re wea lthy 

slave owners. 
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'S~ 
6. The Right Wi ng Division of t he ~ i s t.fte ~ 

importartt. It is only overshadowed in importance by the Middl e 

!avision by the mere fact that it i s thi s Di vi s i on which c ont ains 

the Supreme Traditi onal Head. For in a ny wars of the pa st it was 
~~ 

1~he Right 'tIing !avi e1on which al .... ays ..... into a ction first. This 

Division contained s ome of t he bravest men of t he past . 

The Paramount Stool of the pe ople i s the Ivory stool - the 

stool wbiehe d~scendeQ from Fia Agokoli of Not s i e . 

0) ADMINISTRATION - 1<1'06:; Gt...p- 5'<'~TEM-

1. The Principal Loca l 'l' raditional Admini s t rat ive body is the 

s tate Council. The State Counci l i s composed of t he vufi aga .... ho i s 

the Pres i dent, the Awalogomefiaga , 8 Dufi awo , 2 AWR +ogomefia .... o . 

32 Haunawo. 10 numega .... o and one or t .... o Representative s of the 

Youth As sociation. The Fi aga i s the Pr e sident of the Counci l . 
/ , 

the main Execut i ve ~ody .... h i ch is called Keta- Some Dua or Ke t a-Some 

Chi ef s Council consists ot ' 1-be vufia ga. 1;l'Ie Awa!ogomefiaga, t he 
~ 

A .... alogomefi a .... o" some of the Hanua .... o and IWDe ga .... o. 

;G. Before .:Je Local Government 'set up i n 1952. t he abo~e 

Traditional Council, called the Na tive Authirity .... a s cne principal 

i ns1;rument of a dmini strati on. It dealt .... ith matters of cons titution-

nal nature .... ithin t he area , such as stool disputes. succession to 

s t ools , l and disputes e t c. I t als o managed a court calle d t he 

Na tive Aut hority Court . and collec1;~Q and managed !ocal levies 

a nd other f unds . 

PRESENT SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. ~ ~~~~~~~~~= 

1. 'tIith the pas sing of the Local Government Ordinance in 1951 

and the gra nting of the Keta-Some area a Local Council. the day 

t o day administrati on of the a rea ceased from the hands of the 
'I~ 

Tr S,dit i ona l Authorit1es. But" still nas ~ much to do .... l.th tradi,tional 

c onstitutional matters as it did bet'ore. 

;G. 'fne Local Councll of the area consists of 10 Representatives 

me mbers and 5 Traditional repre:ocntatives. The Representative 

members .... ere elec~ed oy popular votes in wh~ch every adult member 

of the community .... ho was 21 yean. and aoove and t"u!filled the 

conditions l a id by the ordin!i.llCe cast a vote. in ms or ller .... ara. 

The Tradi t ional representatives were elected by .lle~raditional 

elec~orial c ollege or Council. 
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3. The Council si t s at Agbozume, l.he chief town oi the area. 

The President of tne Council i s the nu~iaga but the conduct of the 

day to day ousiness of t~ Council is regulated by the Chairman 

of the Council who is elected by Councillors from among their 

own .umber. 

4. The Council deri ves it s money from an annual rate , known 

as the basic rate which is in effect per capita on all persons 

of or above ' the age of 18 years. The basic rate in the area i s 

6/- and 3/- respectively, for eTery male and female. Other sources 

or revenu~ are Court f ines, market tools from the markets at 

Agbozume. Denu and B1ekusu, and b icycle marriage and divorce 

licences. 

The Council's heads of expenditure consist of an annual 

grant of £200 for the support of the Traditional Council over 

£700 by way of grants to the schools in the area and other 

development projects such as wells, latrines, markets and roads. 

5 . The Council is represented on the Keta-District Council 

by two Councillors and on the Trans-Volta-Togoland Regional Council . 

The relationship between the Local Council and the Traditional 

Council and the public is very cordial . 

THE PEOPLES ATTITUlE TOWARD CHANGES. 

Political. 1. The administration of the Anlo Native Autnority 

of 1938-1~48 of which the Keta-Some for~d part was a complete 

and a bitter disappointment to the people. Apart from the inability 

of thGt Native Authority to initiate and execute any development 

programmes besides spasmodic e:tforts to recondition some of the 

market-sheds in the Keta town , a great deal of the funds was 

ei.ner misapplied or misappropriated. 

2. The result was that the people resented anY more payJt€nt 

of levies to fill the pockets of unscrupu1ou. persons in Keta 

town. In 1949 the people of the Keta-Some area refused to all ow 

market tools at Agbozume and Denu to be collected and deposi t e d 

with the An10 State Treasury. Tolls collected i n that year and 

the fvllowing one remained in the treasury in the area . 
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as before, for people to g o to bed as s uon a s it is dusk, and 

never get wake up from sleep by t Ul noi se of a motor car or the 

full-blast of a ne i ghbour 's radi ogram. 

4. People dress i n ~he same plebi e n wa y as they did twenty 

yearssgo. The gaily dre ssed, painted l ips and eye-brows, swanking 
t.:,hI. 

dane e goe/,. girb of Ac c ra , KuJ!ll. si and Se kondi are non-existent here. 

Ins1;ead , you f i nd t he s ame old simply d.ressed and equilly simp ly 

#- manne red girl who g r ee t s y ou . ldtfiel:it ~ Ilre +sefttielis"-" 

And though from t Ul fore going it would appear as if life in the 

area ~s static , ye t i t is not so. It is s lowly . but surely moving 

a~ even and not a break~ne~k pace. 
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.... , _m 4 ,, <1 e lo,f{, ,v, 'I 
...,-..-he people , their fo od, lIR_l'l lle l" of dr e l!!!! etc. 

----.---------------------------------------
1. About one-third of the area~ 160 sqr. miles of land is 

taken up by tee lagoon depressions. We have already dbserved that 

the principal home l a nds are fh"st, the narrolof s"trtp of land of 

varying width _between the sea and the lagoon, tie wide stretch 

of sandy land on t he northern bank of tre lagoon and the sa"rona 
~ n~ 

land~ which stretc~urtrer northwards up to a point almost ~ the 

gate of KIikor town. 

2 . The area t s population of 14053, made up of ?105 men and 

6948 women i s sprea d out over "the land according as the attractions 

of occupati ons and industl'i es are. snd cons?s!'I?_ @lI'e'~il'J@e s:f ike 

'_6 IUlei 'IIillS@@iI. 'IIle notice that whilst 8 ,555, that is, a little 

over half of the people live on the strip of land along the sea 

shore '~he bigger towns and villages of Denu, Xedranawo, Adafienu. 

Adi na, Agavedzi, Elekusu , Amutinu and Agoko, onl) 685 live in tEe 

'" small homsteads ot the savana area to do farming. The rest 4813 

people occupy the Agbozome township and the numerous isolated 

villa ges and cottages spread out under the coconut plantations and 

are mostly weavers of the local kente cloth. 

3. It is no wonder therefore that the people are predominantly -f i shermen and weavers of cloth ani! denen0l'for thei;- food·$t;u!fe ..,.,~ 

upon what they buy from the farmers of Ehi, Penyi, KIikor 'IIleta and 

DjodlJe than on the very little they grow on their own lands. 

THl:iIR FOOD. 

1. Corn and cassava are the staple food of the people of the 

area ~. They are eaten in the forms of dough-nuts called 'kaklo' 

pancakes called 'abolo' and'yakayake " pap or a semiliquid food 
j:>, ..... ·h 

ca l :E d tdzogbo' and tre favourite dish of solidified ~ called 
( , 
a kpl e. 

Fish forms one of the chief articles of food in the Iofhole 
~ 'I , ,. 

area. It is eaten Iofith the abolo, tre yakayake and the akple in 
1'0,,;11 

tft.~P either soup or gravy. ~ not only gives, flavour to tha~ 
tl.. .... wuc. 

meals, but also p»v~idesl'nour1shment.'8 iDS JiS, •• . Very little 

meat 1s eaten, a nd though sheep and goats and fowls and other ... ",tn-d~""'" 

birdS are kept, yet they are bread not for the purpn~e of addint 



to thB daily diet, but exclusively for se l ling out in t he bi g 

markets of Accra, Koforidua and Nsawam. 
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2. Normally, three meals are taken a day . One i n t he morning 

at about 9 0 'clock7 another at one 0 'cloc~ in the afternoon. An 
~~.~ ~ 

evening meal which is generally the ne-.~ of the 'lowe is t aken 

at ? or 8 . 

0. At meals spoons and fork s are not used. It i s a u s ual 

sight to ~ee :hree or four people at a meal, eac h di pping h i s han d 

into the akple or abolo and sou p dishes r e s pective ly . In middle 

class homes , as f~r as this is app l i ed t o the local s oc iai c las s, 

enamei pia"(;t:s are 'use d or meals. In "he p oorer homes the pe op l e 

eat tneir meals from the loca l ear "nt:n~ware b owls . i t i s only i ii 

homes Ol. tne wealthy c las s-the people wno .live on the verge of 

European rashion~nat c n l.na plate~ and di she s a nd b owl s a nd s p oons 

anu iorks are use u . 

4. It might be I12nt i one d he re that the coconut milk whic h i s 

a delicl.ous drl.nk l.9 taken oy a l~rge number of pe opl e almoe t e very 

day , at noon , when the de s ire f or a cool dri n k is u r ged on b y t he 

heat of the da y. ~lcoholi c drinks suc h a s the ~nglish beer and the 

locally brewe d gin c alled 'akpete s hi' is heavi l y drun~ at funeral s 
w+" 

and o"her soc ial gatherings, by man as well a s~omen, ,,,often wMa 

disasterou s resul ts in the end. 

T'IlElR CLOTHES. 

1. As a Ulx rule clothes are worn by t he people nol. lor "CIt:: 

~urvo~t:: of offering protection to the skin against cold or insect 

b i te~. but main ly for the pu rpose of showing off 1011i~IiRt .. _QI'_IiQ:u .. ~J.Rg 

e,/rappea rl. ng decent, or c overing off nudify. For this reason 
clot- !io --rUCh money is spent in buying many changes of e-l-<rt~and due 

regard i s attached to how many cha nges of clothes a person posse sse s . 

The principal materials of cloth ing are the imp orted cotton 

and woollen piece goods, which are sol d in the shops and markets 

in the area or in those in Keta and LOire. Other articles of 

clothing are the singlet and shoes and hats, and head-gears a nd 

ear-rings. 
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2. The women wea r over the shoulders d own to the waist of the 

" body a sDrt of blouse cut in~European fashion. Two loose pieces 

of cloth. each a fat hom in length skirt the bmouse and ~re 

gathered around t he waist oy a belt which is generally any small 

strip of clot h . It is the fashion to wear under the skirt two or 

more other pieces of cloth to add size and dignity 1;0 the waist 

and hi ps. It is the practice now for women to wear ~ close 

f it t ing ve sts or bodices under their dresses.A third piece of 

cloth which is either thrown over the shoulders or gathered around 

the wai s t i s now a mark of maturity among the women. It was origina-
a 

lly meant for tie wrapping up of ~ baby on the back. 

3. For men of some ~eans , the kente cloth of variega.ed 

pat tern s and designs thrown over the shoulders leaving one arm 
~r . 

out, is the style of dress, Nt important occasions. ~ t he more 

pl ebein European cotton cloth is the favourite of the low class. 

European style of dress is worn occasionally by the educated men 

and women. whilst for the daily business, whether in 1;he schools 

or in the shop s . behind the wheels in the lorries or in the 

'" A weavers loom or on too dusty road ~ pair of knickers and .~ 

shirt are everywhere to be seen on the men. 



.......-_----------------------\I~ 

\. 

C"') CHAPTER R 
Secti on ~: Educational Institutions . 

1. The work of educa.ion in .he area began in 1898 by the coming 

of ~be North German or Bremen Missionaries from Keta . They built 
AIj'9 c ,. .... m.e 

a church 1n a part of ~ town generally known and cal l ed "Legbafe". 

A school was oPaJe d and as ,.,as the practice in those days converts 

to the new religion were persuaded to leave ~heir original k1nship 

groups and to buila-their homes in the vicinity of the church 

and school. Their children first went to school . Some of the first 

pupils were Dogbe Gborta , and OCloo Wormenor. 

2. other voluntary or~gnisat ions s oon f ollowe d : They were the 

~oman Catholics, who opened a sc hool a t Denu i n 1910 , the AlIican 

Methodist Episcopal Zi on Miss i on who be gan . heii work a t Agbozume 

In 1916 "hrougb the inspi rat ion of t b:: Fiaga Adamah II . In 1930 the 

Roman CathOLICS opened anot her school &KK at Blekusu and anothe r 

at AgbozUllE ,whilst i n about tb:: salOO year the Zi on Missi on ext ended 

their work ~ o Adina , Agave a zi, Sonto and Shhume. At Adina they t ook 

over the school whi ch opened f i rst as a sta.e school. 
.... ......} 1f'1' .... ~\)...,1 
Ii ~ tMII-,~ ~l i+- t.M&.y ,The ~lt number of 

christaans in t he area belOng~ to .he A.M.E.Zion Mis sio~~e 

ltoJIII;l;n-0atholic denomination-In 

~ The Eremen Mission which started .a~.i •• t earlier than any 

\ 

of the ot her Mission Bodies suffered many set backs as a result of 

~ Lack of care and organisati on, and in 1914 as a result of the 

\ First World war it became tempor a rily parali sed. In 1':11'/ it closed 

1\ and mos t bf the pupils left it to attend the newly opened Zion 

l:ichool. 

\ 

At Denu, ~he Roman Catholic School in 1926, aixteen years 

I after its establishment reached btd. 7 and presconte a J.ts lirst 

t1f> pupils for tb:: sta ndard Seven Examination. 

\ oJ. Tn 1920 . he Bremen MissI on (;hurch and School at Agbozume 
I. was re-opened by t he Ger~n MIssIonary rtev.Fraeborger . In the 

~ .. 1i~~Dd~'K m~~.~~=~ 
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meanwhile, the A.M.E.Zion Mission progre ssed very r a pidly in the 

nands of the American Missionaries the Re vs. Pete r s a nd Pi le . 

!n 1~G6 .he Bremen Mission closed its primary school again and 

in 1929 placed its O~ildlngs at the disposal of the rapidl y 

progressing Zion Church to open . he :fi rst ?'to .,t anda rd c lass, 

~nd presented i ts f i rst 17 pupils (The writer wa s ,one of them) 

lur .he examluation . 
I\. 

4 . In 1933 , h owe ve r as a result of,. mis-management ai' a 

dispu~~ between t he tea che r s and the Manager over the payment 
-t1.r~, 

vf tne tla!a r i es of the '~eac hers i-B-",the Zion, ~ school at 
~Ue'''' 

Agbozume was taken AoY- cne ~ative Authority and ha~ since then 

becollJ3 a Local Counci! School. The E.C .M.Church started a sc hool 

and cbur cb at Agbozume in 1~v6. 

"IlL ""'" In 1~48 after ,. Jubilee celebration. the Presbyterian 

oco o01 ",t 1l.gbozume r,,-opene d and another at Adafienu becalJl!l 

r e-esta,b!.I.sne d. 

u. A Local Council School was opened at Nogokpo,the ~ 

.H.eadquar~ers of fetishism in the area in 1'950, and thus almost 

ever~ village and .own in the area has its own school,Toe only 

Cirls ' .,chool in .he area was opened by the Roman Catholic 

Missiuna.~es at Denu at the beginning of this year. 

6. There are now in vne area 12 Prlmary Schools and 8 middle 

schools . In Agbozume alone there are 6 Primary Schools and 4 

Middle Scnoo.l.s. The tota! number of children in all the schools 

in ~ne area i8 1989, of which 497 are girls and 1492 boys. There 

ar~ !4'5 children in the Primary &chools and 514 in the Middle. 

There are 63 teachers altogether . 

7. The number of converts to the christian faith is 

increa:31ng yearly as a result 01 the devoted work ot' toe 

Missionaries in the area. But as we have observed belore there ~ 
still-lar~ group~ of the population whose belief is in the 

" power of the varioUS fetlshes still ~ema.n • . They are mainly 

animasts • The number of fetishes ~{~ great and in fact every 

home and eve~'y clans has its household or clan god. 
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5. iesides these, about 85% of the male population of 

Agbozume town and its outiying villages of Agbakofe, A~otome, 

Alagbakol·e ,Avloto, Sonto , Kpohakofe, Sohume and Sonume are 

cloth-weavers: that is about 2064 persons. 

Abuut the same percentage of people on the littoral, that 

is, living j)n the towns and vi.uages of Denu, Xedzranawo, 

Adafienu, Agoko, Adina, Agavectzi and Blekusu are fishermen. That 

is about 3000 persons, A~out ~ar~ farmers, living on the grass 

land parts 01 thcarea. The rest are traders, teachers, office 

clerks, employees 01· the Local Court and Councils, road labourers 
rells c.dl\ed-o .... 

ma~~t ~s, ~ ga~~e~erB etc. each contributing in his or her 

humble way hi~ or her quota to the total econo~ progress 

of the area. 
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CHAPTER 9. 

RELI GIONS, BE LIEFS, RITUALS AND CEREMONIES. 

For the Keta-Some man the whole world is full of mysteries 

and permea t ed by forces and influences he can neither understand nor 

expl a i n. Hi s struggles for food by day in an atmosphere predominated 

by adverse circumstances and th~ unearthly terrors of the gloomy 

and awesome nights could hardly fai l to stimulate in him a sense 

of dependence upon something. He knows that there are some causes 

of things which he can control by the use of his thinki ng powers. 

\~hen his house is on f ire, he, does not wait to consult the gods, 

before he sets about to put i t ·out . He knows that if he must have 

food he must grow the crops Dr catch the fish. Here he is guided 

by knowledge and reason. But he does not kno1>T how rain is caused. 

He does not understand why it sometimes fails, and the failure 

r esul ts in famine. When the rain fails he says: "'iVo le kudom". 

"Some - one is inf luencing the gods to cause the rain to stop, 

thereby bring i ng death upon us". When it thunder-clashes he bows 

his head or grovels on the ground and says: "Neno blewu, Tohono 

viwowo le anyigba dzi". Let it be calm, Tohono, your children are 

on earth. To him the earthquake ;is caused by the gods, the eclipse 

of either the moon or the sun to him is the result of warring gods, 

and when these things happen and all kinds of noise is made and 

sacrifices offered to propitiate the offended deity, and to avert 

a calamity. 

2. The Keta-Some man believes in the existence of ghosts and 

the spirits of his ancestors. These ghosts and ancestral spirits are 

generslly benevolent except when annoyed. He also believes in 

evil spirit and witches and wizards. These are often malvolent. 

He believes in the following national gods: Xebieso, Agbui, Fofoe, 

Ana or N~na. He practises the Yewe, Da and Afa cults, the latter 

of which is practised as a medium between men and the gods and the 

spirits of his ancestors. Besides all these, he exploits the 

powers of the gods and other evil spirits through circumscribed 

means or. techniques, e.g. invocation, spells and incantations and 

ri tes for the purpose of compelling them to do his biddings. These 

biddings are ger,erally more for evil than for good. His juju 
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as these techniques are called , are: Ahiake, Nyafe, Aza, Agbagli, 

Adze-vodu, etc., and numerous other minor formulae compound ed 

into talismans, amulets , and spells called "gbesa" and "gbone". 
e VIL ~n.4 

3. BELIEF I NAANCESTRAL SPIRITS . 

The Keta- Some man believes in t he continuation of life 

after death. He considers life on earth as transitory and man a 

bird of pas s age . That is why he is often heard to say: "Amedzrowo 

de miele" we are in a place which is not ours. "Ne meku l a mayi 

mamanyewo gbo": when I di e I sha ll go to the land of my grand-

mothers, or "Mawuga fe vi menye, ne amea de tso dzo dum la mayi 

togbuiawo gbo": I am the child of the great Mawu, if anybody kills 

me 'Ni th juju, I sha ll go my gr andfathe r's home". 'Nhen he dreams, 

he says he has been to the land of the dead. He believes that the 

spiri ts of his ancestors are always with him and thoug h he cannot 

see them they do see him and all othe r members of the clan and 

take as much interest i n the affairs of the clan or kinship group 

as they did when t hey were alive. The ancestral spirits are 

believed to be present and to influenc e th e birth of any new child 

i n the f ami l y . They are present at marriage ceremonies too. 

4. The ancestr a l spirit, it is believed, sometimes indicates 

his desire through causing Sickness to any member of the family. In 

such circumstances the dead is communicated with through the rite 

of "Noliyoyo" (consulting the dead) or through the Afa cult. Thus 

an ancestor who held a great influence in the clan or kinship 

group when he was alive is almost deified and continually offered 

sacrifices or propitiated when it is thought appropr i ate to do so. 

The fact is, that the man being at first r egarded with deep 

reverence or awe during his life, he is regarded wi th increased-

veneration and fear after his death. Sacrifices to his spirit 

are greater than the sacrifices and propitiations to the less 

respected ald feared spiri ts. In this way, very soon a worship 

i s established. Sometimes an ancestor worship is extended outside 

the confines of the clan. The ancestor may be the remotest ancestor 

remembered as the founder of the tribe, or the leader in a tribal 

war; he might have been a great chief; he mi5ht have been famed 

for his bravery and strength of character or the owner of many 

slaves . 
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5. The pattern of reverence is the same in every respect,for 

the fundamental fact i s that the people bel ieve that man is a 

spirit being , but the potentialities inherent i n him are limited 

by the body or flesh in which he i s encased. But onc e this spirit 

is rele ased either f or good or bad, he is endowed with greater 

mobi l ity and no longer limited by time and spac e. 

6. Thus, if the man was good when he was alive, his spirit 

is good when he is dead. If he was a chief when he was alive, he 

continues to be a chief in the next world . The slave- owner is 

still a slave-owner In tne next world. A Wicked man is wicked in 

the lif e beyond the grave. The clan-head is still clan-head in the 

next world. 

7. All these spirit personalities exercis e spiri tual influences 

over the peopl e who are alive. Each exercises the functions beyond 
h.:: 

the vei l as ~ did in life. They are therefore venerated at 

times of rejoicing and mourning. Libations are poured to them 

to summon them to meetings of the clan, the kinship group and the 

nation; and at such assemblies they are believed to assist and 

influenc e the l iving in their deliberations, 
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6 . The l ife-giving SE sends every man into this world with 

specia l qual ities. Or, when a man is continually unlucky or 

unsuccessful in his busine ss he exclaims: "Se mewom ny1'l.i 0" " Se has 

made me an unlucky fellow". Se is believed to be a righteous judge: 

"Se tsoa fia". "Se is the g iver of every good thing" "Se na nu". 

7. The peopl e be l ieve t hat once upon a time , Mawu lived among 

men on earth in a human form. His home was in the sky which 

almost touche d the earth. He was both physically and spirituall y 

very powerful. He was therefor e very much respected. But, the 

story went on, when men began to consult him so often in both 

grave and trifling matters and when children wiped the ir hands 

after meals on his clothes which trailed behind him as he walked 

on earth, he removed his home up above and refused to come down 

any longer. 

He therefore del egated his powers to the lesser gods or 

vodoos such as Xebieso or Yewe, Vodu- Da, Nyigbla, Kpoliga, etc. 

8. The peopl e believe that the vodoos derive their powers 

from Mawu for e ither good or evil. ~!awu is gentle and forbearing 

whilst his 'messengers ' the vodoos are quick, revengeful and full 

of wrath. 

The average Keta- Some man swears and perjures himself by 

Mawu very loosely almost every day, whilst he cannot mention the 

name s of any of the vodoos in grave or light matters without its 

accompanying 'custom ' or propitiation. 

In his every day affair it is to the more reverend and 

intimate vodoos and the ancestral spirits and his juju that the 

Keta - Some man turns. 

These are important and so near and quick to hear him. And 

though in his thought the great ~!awu stands supreme above all 

other deities, yet his superiority renders him unapproachable and 

unrea l to him. 

MA ro AND BOMENO Oh BOFENO. 

9. One of the Deities it is believed, to whom Mawu has delegated 

his powers is Bomeno or Bofeno . To her has bee'1 given the power to 

decide which men and women shall, from time to time leave Bofe r 

Dzefe to bp delivered into th e world. 
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It is said that the home of Bomeno i s deep down i n the pith 

of the earth. It i s a beautiful city ., very well de corated with 

flowers. It is always swept clean. No leaf i s allolved to drop 

down. If it does so, it is carrie d by t he inhabitant s , who are 

all nice little babies, with a grea t glee -to the outskirts of the 

ci ty. Jl.lawu is constantly sending to Bomeno fresh forms of babies . 

The dec is i on to J:1av e human beings born in to t he world is s a i d by 

the people to be entir el y in the hands of Mawu and Bomeno. That 

is why some people a re g iven t he name "Bofenya" or "Hofenya" 

meaning: it is all predesti ned" . When as a result of a fall or 

a smack by t he mother , a child ' s emotion i s so pitched up as to 

make him inert f or a moment , he is s a id t o have gone back to 

Bofe: lfEyi abo". 

10 . I t is bel ieved that all forms of deformity i n children 

are the results of the i r injudicious haste to leave the hands of 

Mawu to en ter Bofe before their moulds are finally handled. 

11. It i s also believed that Mmru creates mal e and femal e to-

gethe r fo r the purpose of pairi ng when they arrive on earth. But 

the pair i s never born together in the same fami l y. The male is 

the " dzogbemetsui" the predestined husband of the "dzogbesro" 

t he predestined wife. Tha~ is why when a young man decides to 

marry, the clan god or afa is consulted to determine whether the 

girl he seeks to marry is his predestined wife, and if not, 

whether she could be the right substitute if the predestined 

wife had not yet arrived, or, having arrived, has got married 

already or is dead. ( COtl.~ i~ "'" ~ \1"''d<!) 



Happy marioa~ relations are said t o be the results of the union 

of two predestined pairs. 

5. iUrther, i t is believed that , the first wife a man marries 

after consuitation witn and consent of the clan god, is bis 

predestined Wife. All others are additionals, That is why a 

a person who refuses to marry his pre - appointed wife or 

divorces her is never a happy married man. 

C. Again, when_a person exudes a bad smell , despi,e Daoh and ai~ 

aids of cosmet ics, she is said to be still unwiped, of the liquid 

matter oat of which she came from the land of .»ol"e : "Jllofetai, 

alo Dzogbemetsi tai enu" 

7. Regular annual sacrifices were many years ago offered ,0 

.omeno DY all the farmers of the area. ]Ut now she is scarcely 

r emembered except by a few rustics and this ao narvCDt times 

only . 

:iELIEFS ABOUT WHERE THE lEA.!) (10. 

1. The Keta-Some man believes that when a man dies he enters 

either Tsiefe or Awlime. The ruler of these two kingdoms is 

called Ku. He is sometimes called by his high sounding names 

of: Ku-Blagodzi or Ku-Sadagati or KU-Azagidi . He is considered 

a stern ,wicked looking man. He is described as a very thin, 

exceedingly tall man with unkempt hair and possessing two small 

~cked eyes. He has a small dirty piece of cloth around his 

waist. The cloth reaches no further than his knees. In his 

lett hand he ]holds a stal"r on which he leans as he limps about 

He seems to be in all unending pain and groans in a low tone. 
6;~ 

In his ri ght hand ne holds another"pl.ece of' ~ cloth aBQ. wi th 
I"~ 
~ he attempts to drive away the flies tnat constanolY swarm 

about him. In his home he is alw!!ys prepari ng a feast and 

contl.nualiY l.nviting men to it. He cooks a ram for the feast. 

( Ku doa agbo dzo dzi na ame) He either personally comes to 

summon away hl.S vic,ims to the feast or sends some of his wicked 

messengers to do so. He comes at night. He stands at the nearest 

cross-road or paoh or on ohe rubbish-dump and waits for the 
pu-"'"-

spl.rl.t 01 the unfortunate ~, to come. The poor victim's Spl.r1t 

1S ~ enticed away, and perhaps forever, to the land or the dead. 
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This accoltnts r"or the reason , t he pa gan explai ns, why sacrifJ.ces 

to the gods on be half or" t he s ick are a l ways made at cross-roads 

and on t he village dump , and why in a I"a i ntlng 1"1 t or a dellrium, 

apart Irom the appli ca t ion of' all herb stiJlulants to the sick, 
,.un. 

the women ~ t o t he nearest cross-roads or the rubbish-heap and 
yene.n ) 

loudly calls the name or" the poor Sick "aSking him to return . 

Tsiawode (tne land 01" those who never re"turn) is "thougnt of as 

tne world of" t he - dead who during liie were good and kindly 

bel:la.ved t owardS their I"ellow men . They are considered to be 

spirit s who have no blot ot" defi lement on them . 

Awl i me (the land of the deep blac k hole) is t he home of spirl"ts 

who ln t heir earthly l ile as me n, were ei ther wicked or have 

stained the i r hands in bluod. 

2. Thus i t i s that a ll obnoxious j u jus alwa y s have spe c i al 

connections wi t h the names oi men and women who we re wi c~e d, or 

considered so when they we r e alive. Some t ime s , i{ 1t could be 

got, pa rts 01" the body or bi ts of the appare ls of the se men and 

women a re used in p r epar ing poisunou s j u jus . 

3. The pe ople beli eve that wh en a man die s he begin s~at once 

a j&HPn.~ to e i tne r Tsiawode or Avlime as the ca se may be: 

The man journeys not with ~ hi s material body, bat patB&F 

vitA Ai B mat erial bod¥, bu t r ather with hi s spirit or SOUl . 

~etween t his worl d and Ts iawode or Avlime the re is a large river. 

Always waiting on the bank i s Kutiame (Death's spokesman) " He 
~ 

i s also the ferry -man. His busine ss i s to ~ every man and 1010-

man who arrives t he re a c ross to either Tsiawode or Awlime . 

He makes n o choice . He i s a l ways pai d in advance of his kindness . 

ofFhe dead by Fo r this reason money i s always put in the COIIln 
w'-v> 

fr i ends and relatJ.ves ne ver Iorget to ask , " 
.. heir greet longs to the l r deceased i"r l ends 

the dead .. 0 convey . 
'"' .. ,.\. 

and re la t i ve s. ,>, tI.> N>(~ " 

4 . Ku, for all his wi ckedness is not the only person who takes 
~. ~nh> 

away peop l e Irom t~ worldr- the next. I t is be liev~d that dead 

r elatlves also do so. And thi s is the murs reason why ancestral 

spirlts a re teared. There may De many reasuns why ances1,ral 

splrl"~ ~y summon "the I J.Vl ng 1, u l, h e world 01 l,he dead . They 

may for a special purpose want a company. Thus, a man who 
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during nis .lile-1;ime on ear"th was very much a"tt.a che d to hi s wif'e 

or an,\! other member of his Colan may invite such a person t nrougH 
k> ,0 

!S.u-Saaagati ,.,\,o Keep hira cumpany over 1;here . l1; IS be lieve C1 "tha t 

deat.H i.O "ucn persons 1 s causea OJ til e spl. rl. e 0 1 ene dead gi ving 

fhfm so much mental and spiritual worries as to make ~fm succumb 

to sickness and dea th. 

5. It is also believed that vic tims of murder a ls o a venge the ir 

own death in thi~ way; afid a l s o t hat orphans are r e-ca lled 

through :Bomeno to the land of Bof e, and not Ts iawode or Avlime, 

oy dead parents who have reas ons to fearw ill -treatment for 

their childr en, by w~cked fo r ster-parents. 

6 . It i s n o wonder t he refore that. judging f'rom the above idea 

of de a th , the world of t he dead. a nd of ancestra l spirits that 

the dead in Keta-Some i s treated as gods and are believed to 

reveal t hemselves to men through dreams, trances, possessions 

and re -incarnations. And. so long as they are honoured with 

sacrifices they are beneficent to their survivors. &ut, if 

ne gl ec ted they punish through sickness and death. 

BELIEF IN WITCHCRAFT 

.t . The peopl e of Keta-Some do not live in as great a dread of 

a ncestra l sp~rits as they do of witches and withchcralt and 

j u ju- men andjuju pract i ces. About 9~ of all deaths in the area 

i s attributed to the p owers of the witch or wizard and his 

equally wicked associate the jujuman. Nobody actually knows or 

can define in understandable language or terms the powers of 

witchcra!'t, but 1;he people so cling to the stories of the harm 

it does that it is hard to convince any one ~~ that it does 

not eJU. st. 

2. Some believe that It is an evil ~ spirit which lives In 

~fte ee~i8& Qi certain individuals. They say that its power is 

so strong and that It clings with such tenacity of purpose to 

its abode that it can never be dislodged. Some say that it so 

acts against the dictates of the good conscience of its possessor 

t hat it is a complete domInating factor. and a dictator to his 

imaginations. Some say that it is capable of being t.ransfered 

I rom paren"ts to some of their offsprings. It is believed that 
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there are more witches than wizards, and "hat even if in a c lan 

~here were more of the latter the former were always dominant in 

power. 

3. It is believed that at nigb'tlo wben the possessor ", goes to 

sleep the spirit in her leaves the body witb a radiating ligbt 

t o join the company of other such spirits at their rendevous. 

There, ~hey nold feasts on the blood and body of their victims . 

They are believed- to cause harm to individuals by sucking ~heir 

blood whilst the victims are asleep . The causes for victimizatlon 
~ 

especially ior children, may be beauty of pe r s un, or enger directed 

against their parents fpr some wrong done. 

So mafiy~trange t hings are imagined of witches.~ t hey are 

believed "0 snatch from the body of its mother ~"un-born babe and 

hide it UMer big, 0~ei:-iy~~p4~ ~:i.#o~egfi~~Ch~'We~~~ f f i~rum . 
believed that the victim suffe:I\ unt old pains during labour or dies. 

Or , when at z% all she is delivered of her burden lt i s ~ ~t ill­

born. Not the least of these fantastic storia s is ~bat ~be 

witCh is able to assume the forms of animals and birds and tna" 
h...... 

~ he screetblng owl is ~ messenger. 

4. Old women are general~y believed to be t he more crafty and 

wicked practitioners of witC hcraft tnan the middle-aged or the 

young. One other quality attributea to witcnes is their 
~I-power over ~ and space. A witch can cause harm ~o a victim 

hundreds of miles away from ber, by merely projecting her spi­

rit in that direction. 

5. Finally, it _s be~ieved tha t at the same time that ~dze 
. 4 

(witchcralt) is aR iR~Q»& diabolical spiritual development, its 

vo~arles declare that they are able to sell or transfer for money $~ 
~,M.l ho '-

,-tits powers. Often this transfer is,,accompanied by ~ri&fil 8i' 

hard-heartedness and debauchery of a very vile nature. The 

ce remony of transfer, is said to involve human sacrifice, 

mostly of children, or near relatives. People buy tbe Adze 
succeed 

vodo o to help themLin businesses. 

JUJU AND JUJU PRACTICES . 

I. The people in the area believe also and possess all sorts 

of personal deities in the forms of juju talismans and amulets 
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In juju practice, t he juju-man exploits the powers of evil 

spiri ts through herbs and fOrmlae .. and compelling them to do 
~tlr;k 

his bidding. The ~ have secret names which are mostly kno"ln 
w~ h_ 

to the juju-man. It is believed that ~ theseAare known and 
"1t~r\" ~e 

pronounced the ~ ~ no allernative but to be submissive to 

the juju "'man's biddings. 

2. There are jujus for compelling the "love J>! 1_ of an 

opposite sex; jujus for stlencing or discomfiting an opponent 

in a law suit ; juju~1" Or destroy1ng the life of an enemy; 

juj~for t8~aep~Hg) comfounding an opponent in a fight or in a 

battle; jujus lor rendering iner"recti ve the plans of an enemy or 

the employment of juju by another pe rson. There are jujus for 

preventing diseases; there are powdered jujus for innoculation in 

the arm thus giving them added strength in boxing, etc. In 
~ 

fact ~ are jujus for trade and business and for thousand and 
~ of-

one aspects of man's complex~life,aH~ li¥in~. 

3. There is no end therefore to the many objects and herbs 

that are employed in compounding and formulating jujus. Every 

JUJu-man goes t".i'ough a 'school' where he l earns endless names 

01" herbs, and no one man has ever professed to know all the 

f"ormuJ.ae employed in jU,Ju-making. For love and business af!"airs 

sueD nerbs as are swee. smelling and nice to the taste are used . 

]i'or obnoxious jujus, ~d!fBi'tMl; parts of the human body, such as 

the shin and arm bones and the human skull are used. ~o jUJ u-

practice 1s complete or considered efficacious without it s 

proper sacrIlice. BIrds and animals such as ~ fowls, pigeons, 
t:>r 

cats, goats, dogs, and pigs are seasonally oI1ered
A

on occasions 
or ..... 

01 emergency ~ ~ propitia tion where a special taboo has bee n 

mI scaJ. r ie d or unobserved. 

4. People l i ve in such dread a nd fazr of the JUJu-man a nd hi s 
~ '16 

juju ~nat lilts ili money _ spent every yeEr by t hose who have 
~W&, is 

none of these things in travelling to Dahome, ~ cons idered 

the home of jujus, in obtaining antidotes agaInst them . 

In t"act, nG !ivy iJl ;!i;etlio &ilme);:IioSllee M' no even t pas ses away 

in the da ily lne of the people without conSUltation of the cla n­
god, the quarters-god, the Bokono (the diVIner) or the pers onal 
.Juju. 
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Section J : The Yewe Cult. 

1. Yewe is ehe messenger of the sky god called Xebieso or 

Tohono. Xebieso is the god of thunder , and his weap on is the 

lightening stroke. It is worshipped in the shrine of Yewefe. It 

was brought from Dahorre. There are many shrines to Xebieso in the 

area but the headquarters is at a SImll village called Nogokpo. 

Nogokpo is 3 mi l es from Agbozurre along the Acc ra-Denu Road. This 

village has long ago been the ~rincipal place of the worship 

of the sky-god in all Eweland. The priest of the fe~ i"b i s called 

Yewenua or Rubono. Its female a".hprents who are mostly women a re 

called yewesiwo or Vo~usiwo. The men are the Rusunuwo. The Head­

drummer of the fetish who may not necessarily be it s adhe rent is 

called Azaguno whilst the probat ioners are called Husikporkpor. 

2. Xebieso is said to possess a dua l nature: male and female. 

That i s why it is sometimes ca lled "Tohono". "To" • Father; "ho" 

- ove r all; "no" - mother: "father-mother overall". l'he male Xebieso 

i s called Sogbla and the female is Sodza. It is believed by the 

people that it thunder'S when Sogbla is disa~d with the do i ngs /' 

of men on earth; and seeks to remind them of his presence u p above. 

The rumbli ng noise which follows every clash of thunder is 

a ttributed to the pleadings of Sodza, reminding the husband that 

the men on earth are frail and prone to committ i ng e ~rors and that 

he should, deal softly with them. 

3. HOw A PltRSON Bl!;COMbS A M\i;JIffiER 01<' THE Th\1Ilo. CULT. 

All adhe r ents of the yewe cult in the area owe a special 

allegience to the Tohono at Nogokpo, and once a year they gather 

t here to do it homage through the offer of gift s, spec i al feasts 

and ceremonies. 

A pe rson l<Tho desires to become a memoer of the yewe fetish 

c~n do so out of her own volition. But more often than not it is 

those who a re afflicted with sickness, those who are directed to ~o 

so by their ancest ral spirits, those who desire to escape punishment 

f or some evil done or those who were born in the shrine by their 

mothers during their peri od of probation as a member of the cult. 



4. As soon a s the would-be member ente r s the s hri ne she i s 

stripped naked a nd t a ken before the gon. Ge ne r &,lly she i s aske d 

a few questions. She is requi r e d t o tel l a short hi s tory of he r 

own life a nd her reas ons f or wisrang to become a member of the ," 

cult. She is then annoi nted a nd confined. One n i gh t duri ng the 

week , t he "god 's i nstrument s of off enc e a r e b r ought befor e t he 

stude nt . She is fo r b i dden to devu l ge a ny of t he secrets of the 

Order . She i s made to svlear that i f she offende d t he ye'lfe she 

mi ght be struc k dovrn by Xebie so' s light e ni ng ~. She i s 

asked to abstai~ f r om ea ting ce rta in species of f ish and an i ma l s, 

t o be a friend to other membe r s of the cult , to r e f r a in from 

engaging in qua rre l s or fi ghts dur ing he r peri od of probat i on, 

to t ake part in t he annua l gene r a l ceremony a nd to pr omise to 

i nduce othe r peop l e t o become members of the Or der. 

5. I t i s s i gni ficant to obse rve that t h ough these rule s 

are s t rict l y for the members of the Yewe cult , yet some of them 

are expected to be observed by othe r membe r s of the c ommit t ee 

as we ll. 

I t is c onsidered sacrilegeous and a punishabl e off ence 

f or any member of the commi t tee t o i nduce or cause any membe r 

of the cult to act agai nst any of t hese i njunctions . For 

example, it is conside r e d an offence for any membe r of the 

commun ity who is not h i ms e l f an adherent of the cult t o use an 

offen s i ve or bad langua ge agai n s t a Ye'ie p r oba t i one r even i f t he 
w.....-e 

f ormer ~ i n the right . Such an a buse is rega r ded as an aspe r s i on 

a gai ns t Xebieso . \vben it t hus happen tha t a Yewe probationer 

is abused , she mu s t f l y i nto t he bush singing curse s to the name 

of the offender. The bi g f e t ish drums beat t o summon a ll it s 

devotees to the shri ne. The offended person is brought back 

home and before her case i s heard the offender must propitiate 

the god wi th a liY~ sheep, f o\i l s and money. 

6. Iuring the 1-eri od of probation in the yewefe, which may 

be from 6 months to 3 or 4 years according to the aptitude of the 

pu" i l, the :r:-robatiol"er ,,,pars no other clothes, not even,nether 

garments exceIt one - r i ece linen cloth. For her daily bath she 
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u s es wate r i n whi ch s orre h e r 'be are steeped. ",he besmears over her 

whol e b ody s ome oi l made f r om the fat of a ram or some other 

a nimal. ~v o or three rounds of ropes made from rafia repl ace the 

u s ua l beads around the waist, and as has a lre~dy been mentioned 

she i s not al l owed to wear the usua l nether - garment "that women 

wear . Her whi te cloth is worn below the breasts, thu s exposing her 

he r whole chest. Her hair is cropped l ew, and slw wears a piece 

of whi t e linen cloth around her head. She l e a rn to speak the yewe 

l anguage, l,rhich is taught her by the Hubono or some older adherent 

l,rho is employed for the purpose. t:lhe goes to "school" for the 

purppse of le~rning the l anguage and a ll other instructions that 
~COt 

.11 the cuI t ~ i n the shrine. It must be noted that during the 

peri od of her p robation the "pup il" does not leave the yewe shrine. 

I f for any purpose she visits her home, she must stand outside the 

gate until her desires are attended to. She must be all politeness 

and humi lity to every member of the community, more so to older 

members of the cult, before whom she must prostrate on every 

occasion she meets them i n the streetlO, 

7. The peri od of probation is always an ordeal for members 

of the Yews cult. If the "pup il" must graduate early she must needs 

i mbibe the secret instructions as quickly as possible and pass an 

or a l test in the Yewe l anguage . The yewe language is a mixture 

of ~fon and Anago or Yoruba and Ewe dialects. 

8. AS soon as the pupil passes her tests her clansmen are 

informed to come to claim her away from the shrine. The passing-out 

or "graduation" fee r anges from £10 to iL25. This is paid to the 

Hubono. Apart from this a live ram, or a sheep, a goat and fowls 

are offered to the god. A thorough progress account is then given 

t he "pupil's" peopl e by the Hubono, and trey are further remir,ded 

of the taboos that she is required to observe as long as she 

remains a member of tre cult. A day for out-dooring is then named. 

9. Gene r ally, several "pupils" are passed out togetre r to save 

time and expenses. 

on the day of outing, all the ~mport~nc me~eers of the cult 

are invited to be prese nt. The invitation is accompanied with a 

pi ece of coin to every member. 



Dressed in their best; the "pupils" are led out of the 

shri~e in a single file, their heads bowed, to an ope~ space, 

before a crowd of anxious spectators. Each "pupil's" new name is 

ca lled aloud and aut· t'-t ' ca ~on ~ her old name should mo longer be 

I'!I 

mentioned, is added. The public presentation is done three times, 

aad each time each pupil must put on new clothes, as she comes 

out of the shrine into the open . Occasion is ofte~ taken by the 

kingsmen of each probationer to let her eXhibit what Wealth they 

possess by the number of changes of clothes she has. 

As the druq beat out the presentation tune the pupile 

coue out JlOW and dance gracefully before the crowd, amidst shouts 

of compliments and otner forms of praises. 

iO. In addition to being the priest of Yewe and custodian of 

the paraphenalia, rites and ceremonies of Hebieso Or Tohono, the 

Huaua or Yewenua 1s always a very cleYer JUJu and medicine man. 

Ia fact, it is Iftem remarked that the yewe itself is made up of 

secret combimations of powerful herbs and that its powers as a 

god are generally derived from the amount of secret herbs that go 

to make it up, aad the number of powerful jujus that are its 

appendages. Its votaries, men as well as women, are also clever 

juju-people. 

11. Once a year, generally in April or ill September , the 

yewe a. Nogokpo is out-doored with grand ceremonies and processions 

12. Hebieso presides over the weather, and punishes those who 

do not please him with lightening. A person killed by lightening 

is supposed to have fallen under the special displeasure of the 

deity and a ban of excommunic~.tion is PJ.ssed on the body by all 

the todusi. The corpse is not allowed to be touched or burried, 

but is brought to the shrine of the deity and str~pped naked 

after the performance of the excommunication rites. A h~ap of 

beaten earth or a platform outside the shrine is then deluged 

with water and the body laid upon it. The priest , the devot ees , 

male alld female, the. march round it carrying br~ ss bowls 

coataining salt, pepper and lumps of sheep's flesh or mea t. 

ThB body ie thew hacked with the knives of the priest , who 

pretend to eat lumps of the flesh, but in reality devowt the 



~heep's meat in. the bowls . Diring this rite all the devotees cry 

out, inviting the spectators to come and buy the god's meat. The 

body 01· l.he victim is not interred, but is left to rot in the 

forest or bush on a platform specially built for the purpose • 

.l3. The fetish 1& and Fofoe wnich art some of the other lesser 

gods imported from Dahome or are less important than the Hebieso 

worship., but its practices follow along the same lines. The adherents 

of Da have the royal p~thon as their object and sYmbol of worship. 

Ihe snake i s supposed to be omnipotent in procuring the welfare of 

its devotees , and no undertaking of any importance 1s undertaken 

without sacrificing to it. It has no image, the worship being 

confined to the adorati-on ot the living snake, which is kept in the 

Dakpome. The snake-devotees or Dasi al~ays have one-half of the 

hair on the head shaven off. They are not to pass by any of these 

snakes they m~et either in the town or in the bush witnout doing 

homage to them and bringing them to the shrine. 

14. The Tohono at Nogokpo tries cases of theft and land disputes. 

A person whose property has been stolen or who presumes himself the 

rightful owner in ;.& a land dispute lodges a formal complaint with 

the d~ity. It ~s believ~d that judgment follows the death of the 

guilty party through lightening stroke or sickness. No wonder that 

many pe~. throul!hout Ewe land , come yearly 1,0 of!·er it sacrifices 

of seek Judgement from it, in t~arious causes. 



CHAPTER ~ 

THE AFA CULT. 

1. Afa is a cult concerned with divination. It is a very 

popuJ.ar cuJ.l. in "{;lll Keta-Some area. It is said to be the messenger 

of fetishes and ancestral spirits . This divinity is consulted 

upon all occasions by all who can afford a fowl or a pigeon to 

pay its fees. Its priest is called Bokono. Bokonos are very 

clever people and the custodians ot' tlE secrets of the' cult which 

are never revealed to any other person outside the fraternity. 

Aia is not an object of worship and it has no devotees aside the 

Bokono. 

2. As it is not an obj~ct of worship, its priests are never 

succeeded by otlErs when tbey d1e. When a ~okono dies, bis Afa 

and all its other appendages are buried with him and tbere it 

ends. 

3 . Persons generally acquir~ tlE cult for various reasons 

and purposes. One may be to be cured of a pr~tracted illness, 

another may be for the purpose 01' making money, others may be 

for tn:. purpose 01' preventing ones wives t 'rom infidelity, for 

apart Irom be~ng an object of divination, it is believed strongly 

that tbe Bokono's wives are wives at tbe same time to tbe Afa, 
'It-

and takes offence at the infidelity of any of them. It may punish 
1\ 

the oIIender with illness 01' even with death. 

4. A person who desires to acquire the cult consults the 

nearest Bokono as to who should initiate 

this is obtained the prospective devotee 

him into th~ cult. When 
Iw/o 

apprOaches 'guarantor' 
A 

as 1~ Is, and telJ.s him of his in.entions. 

5. When the objects, which a~ mostly a secret, a,re obtained 

oy "{;De woulel-be elevotee, ne is conf1ned in a room of his 

guarantor lor Ii. day. 

6. On elE next day, he is taken before other Bokonos and 

initiated into the secrets of' the cult. This initia.tion is called 

rtEzuyiyi". The new devotees buys new cloths and other things for 

tne old ones. He is then taught the signs and symbols of the cult 

ana the varIOUS taboos concerned w1tn "{;ne de1"{;y. 
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He lS then required .0 spread OU. a leas. lor all the Bokonos ; 

no other people a." invi "~eo. t o .he init1ation. 

'I. The new devi ner may remain with his tutor lor as many 

days as art: requi L'e d l" or him to master all the signs and symbols 

of .he cult . But it i s conlesse d by all ~okonos that no one ever 

UDder8~nds a ll .nes~ s i gns and symbol s and tneir purport and 

pU~' ~oses o" i o re he di es . 

8. There are three pri ncipal ki nds of Afa , both in Dahomey 

and the Ket a -Some area . They are Dzi sa , Atsake or Anago- fa and 

-Gogo . Atsake or Gogo is sai d to pos se s s female attributes and i s 

mostly like d by women . 

9 . The re are sixte_en Af a mar ks . They a re as fol lows : 

1 . Gbe -magi 7. Losu-magi 13 . Lete - magi 

2 . Yem-magi 8. Akli-magi 14. Ka-magi 

3 . Woli-magi 9. Guda-magi 15 . Che - magi 

4 . Di - magi 10. Tula-magi 16 . Fu-magi 

5.Noli-magi 11. Sa-magi 

6 .Abla - magi 12. Trukpe-magi 

,ev~nh= .. ~ 
10. The ~veft~ mark whi ch i s a c ombination of all the othe r 

marks is called 'Che-Tula'. 

The symbols of ~he Afas Gogo and At sake are respectively 

sea-bed gravels and cowries. ' 

11. Afa is performed with sixteen-palm-nuts or cowries or sea­

bed gravels as the case may be. The nuts are denuded of the husk 

then marked with peculiar mystic hieroglyphics. The book of fate 

is a board about two feet long and six Inches broad with a handle 

to the end. Those who do not use boards. use a piece of white 

linen-cloth instead. 

Certain days are sacred to some of the marks, and the 

diviner always consults the Aia a s to the proper day to commence 

a ny impGrtant undertaking, such as marrying a new wife, building 

a house, or sowing see ds or attending a meeting. 
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. OTHI£'B, 1l.\"t'UA~ .... ng1 C;&EMON\e:~ 
Se~tlon ~ ~)Chiidbirth Ceremonies 

1. When the period for the birth of a child approaches, 

the pregnant woman accompanied by her husband goes to consult 

the Bokono (.the Diviner), first to find out whether she has 

gone against any of the taboos of the household or clan gods 

or whether t he r e i s any reason t o expec t an unfor t unate delivery. 

2. The norma l way of consulting t h e diviner i s for the 

woman, as soon as s he g ets up one morning , and without washing 

her mon t h or t al k i ng ~ anybody , to t ake a piece of coin touch 

her f orehead and tongue with it and whisper to it her desir es 

i n to which she requires investigation. 

3 . Usua lly the Bokono pres cribes certa in baths to be t aken 

and certai n other pr ecautions to be observed for the rest of 

the time before delivery. This is followed by the usual sacrifice 

of a fowl and oil. 

4 . 'ofhe n safe de l iver y is ef f ec t ed, t he househo l d gods 

----and the f ami l y Bokono are i nformed . No sacrifi ces ac company 

such an inf orma tion. The visit of th e Bokono i s mainl y f or the 

purpose of paying hi s r espects to the new arrival, an d an 

occ asion for l ooking into its health and pr escr ibi ng t h e suitabl e 

herbs for its bat hs. The hair of t h e new born babe is tufted 

i n t hree heaps at the crown to prevent evil spirits from entering 

its body . 

5 . Outdoor i ng is a l ways an elabor~te affair. This takes 

pl ace five mont hs aft er tIE child i s born . But when i t i s not 

i n good health , the per i od is general ly extended. It begins by 

the mother prepar ing three small images of clay, then a bigger 

one adorned with feathers . All these images are taken to the fetish 

priest or the Bokono . It is believed that the three small images 

are the repre~entatives of the child ' s three-fold nature; the body 

the blood and the spi rit that accompanied and guided it from the 

l and of Bofe and handed it over to the bigger idol. This idol is 

considered to be the chil d ' s natur al god or 'Se' and its 

guardian in its life on the earth . 



6. The child ' s 'nature god' or 'Se' lB' ~f d 
OL ere a gift of 

I s .6d by t he chi l d's mother. Sacrl'fl'ces of f d 
00 consisting of 

abo l o , seven dr i ed f i sh and kenky are offered to the three 

sma l l i dol s , the representati VEE of the child's three-fold nature. 

Al l these , with the exception of the ' Se' are deposited at a 

cross- road, i n the presence of the child' s parents and other 

members of the cl9n. At the cross -road the Bokono pours libation 

to the three imag es saying : "All you representatives of Kwaku' s 

(the chi l d ' s name) natur e we offer you our sincere thanks for 

accompanying and guiding it on its j our ney t o t h i s world . "\.fe 

now wish you good- bye" . The whol e company now returns to the 

house of the fet i s h pr i est . I t is strictl y en joined upon every 

member of th e company not to l ook back , les t in doing so any of 

the images mi ght r eturn with them to do harm to t he child and to 

them also afterwards . 

7. At the house of the fetish priest a special bath c~lled 

"Gbets ivowofe tsi" to ward off the infl uences of bad spi rits i s 

off ered the child . As the bath- sponge i s touched on its fore - head , 

the joints of the limbs and other parts of the body the priest 

repea ts "Evil spirits don ' t you dare come near this child . It is 

not2g~ you". When the bath is over, the mother takes her child, 

enters the fetish- room and shuts the door. As the priest calls 

a l oud the child's name and asks what it wants in his room, the 

mother on its behalf answers: m I ~~sh to be delivered out of 

the hands of all evil spirits" . The priest then continues: "Let 

i t be to you as you desire. I receive you to- day out of the hands 

of all evil spirits, go home". 

8 . The ceremonies as far as the fetish priest's parts are 

concerned thus over, the rest of the day is spent by the members 

of the new arrival ' s cl an and their friends in feasts of palm- oil 

soup, fish and fowl, and wine. 

A t dawn of the next day, the mother I'lakes up each of her 

neighbours and friends and after the usual customary greetings 

t hanks him for his help at the previous day's ceremonies. 
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She ends by saying: "You and' your good spirits have helped me. 

I thank you". 

9. During the day, and for many days after this, the mother 

adorns herself and her child and attends all public p l aces and 

functions. She r eceives compliments, congratulations and gifts 

from kindly disposed friends, relatives and admirers. 



CHAPTER 6f 
Se.< .. h·o~ .9 C!1) Puberty Rites . 

1 . No puberty rites are now- a- days perf ormed by any body 

i n the Ke t a - Some area . But abou t thirt y year s ago i t was a c omm~n: 

observance. 

On the night of t h e fir st menstruati on of a gi r l, a middl e­

ag ed woman of the house stood out on the main yar d at n i ght 

and cried the news out to the whole town : "El e gbe 100 1 Abl a 

le g be 1 00, e l e gbe" ! _ " She has pass ed ou t the fir st f l ower, 

Abl a ha s pass ed out he r f irs t flower" She said this sever al times . 

2. In the meanwhil e, the young adolescent was instructed in 

what c are she was to t ake of herself under such a condition, the 
was 

change of nether- gar ments s heLto do ev ery day and what sort of 

bath she was to have as long as t he peri od l as ted . 

3 . On t h e next day , a bed was pr epared fo r her in one of the 

principal open pl aces i n the quarte~s ar ea . Other girls,obvious l y 

her f riends k ept her company t elling her stories or pl ayi ng games 

or doing some such other things as t o guile away t i me. Every 

~ning , she was accompani ed by her fri ends t o the public fount 

or wel l with brass pans or pots to fe t ch wat'er. Thi s water was 

used for her bat h and for ~ ~ ef washi ng her clothes . 

4. On the last day of the mentrual f l ow a feast was thrown 

for a l l the kinsmen of the young woman. Usuall y, a libation was 
~lt.e 

~oured to the household gods by the clan- head. Then Adressed in 
wet(! 

her best clothes whi ch according t o the custom ~ sever al lines 

of g l ass and gold beads r ound the waist , the knees , the wrists 

and the neck. A fathom l engt h of cloth was now used i nstead of 
\1- lU { y"'V 

a nether-garment. ~ t r ailed yar ds behi nd i ts weaYer. Then 
<:til 

f ollowed by a trai n of her friends Adr essed i n the conventi onal 

way , she went out to gree t f ri ends and r e l atives of her par ents . 
so ",a~ .., .... e 

5. As many days as t he menstruat i on l astedAWfte spent dregsing 

out i n this manner. Gi f t s of money and others were always the girl's 

or went to defr ay s ome of t he expenses incu rred in the outdooring 

ceremony. 



CHAPTER ~ 

MARRIAGE CEREMONIES: 

1 . Cer emonies connected with bethrothment and marriage 

in Keta- Some have for the past 30 years become adulterated a 

great deal with western and christian ideas of ~arital relation­

ship. But it i s still pos s ible to observe in a few cases these 

ceremonies as they existed i n t heir pure forms many years ago, 

more especially in purely pagan clans. 
c. .. "'es o~ 

2 . When a young man r~ ~ age - which is generally 

between 21 and 30 years - when it is considered suitable for 

him to marry, he waits to see whether his parents would arrange 

marriage for him wi thi n the clan or kinship group. If this isn't 

forth-coming he tries to feign for himsel f eithe r within or ~w,,~ 

~ the clan . He may either make a personal private proposal 

to the girl of her l ove or do so through a 'go-between'. A ' go-

qetween' i n most respects is either the suitor's own sister or 

a married kins - woman . No direct answer i s ever gi ven by' a girl 

to the propos als of the man of her love. I t is always : 11 If my 
CA" .. en.1-

parents and yours agree , I shall marry you". The G.B~ is never 

left in the hands of either the man or the girl, but at the 

discretion of their parents which on the other hand depends 

upon many factors and Circumstances, a few of which shall be 

mentioned in due course. 

3. The suitor approaches his own parents and tells them 

of the gir l of his choice. He is ordered to await the decision 

of the other members of the clanship- group. A short consultation 

is held with the maternal and paternal relatives of the suitor, 

and the following matters discussed: 

1. Nhether there is any reason to suspect that any of the 

parents or of the girl their son desires to marry is a 

witch or a wizard, or have ever had the occasion to be suspected 

or accused of murder. 

2. Ir.ether the parents of the girl are descendants of 

ex-slaves. 

3. Vhether any members of the clan of the girl are often 

accused of misconduct such as stealing, lying, practice of 
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abnoxious juju , mi sc ondUc t With othe r people' s wives, etc. 

4. On the part of the g i r k it i s considered whether s he i s 

i ndus t rious, cheerful and open- minded. When a ll t hes e f a c ts are 

carefu l ly cons idered and assessed an answer i s g i ven t o the suitor . 

I f it i s consi dered that there i s n ot hing t o disqu alify t he girl 

from becoming a wi fe of their son, t he f a t he r and uncle on the 

mat~nal l e anage go to see the p arents of t he g i r l with a bottle of 

wine to s eek her hand i n marriage . +.:. .. ~" ~cn.. . 

5. If the gi r l is not al ready bethroed to another ~an the usual 

answer i s that the su itors shoul d go back and r eturn after fiwe days 

for an answer. Again, c onsul tatioIl# and discussion .. i n ex&,ctly the 

same way as we hawe observed before are he l d by the parents of the 

girl . Often before an acceptance of the representation the household 

g od i s consulted. Its acquiescence, and as i t were adVice, is 

cons idered final . It must be mentioned that no household or clan 

g od i s consulted on behalf of the man , when he decides to marry. It 

i s considered that ~ Fll la'ei" 1l 6 the clan god normally has no 

decision in the mat t er of a man's choice of his mate. 

6. When the rel atives decide that their g irl could marry the 

man who seeks h er hand, she is informed. Orten she has no choice; 

but even if su ch a decision by her people is her heart's deSire, 

she often r eplies that ~he is entirely in the hands of her people 

and that she has no alternative. But there have been cases where 

the decision~of the clan peopl e ha~been flouted . ~ ~ 

~~e tHe girl. The result in such cases is often 
<;I:'" 

strained relationship between the poor ~ and her parents. 

7. The presentation fee for the would-be bride and her parents 

is one bottle gin and six coppers. For the new bride it is one 

fathom of c l oth or material for the nether-garment,a few bottles 

of mineral water and Wine, a ring (a modern innovation) and five 

yardS of white material. 

S, When these gifts are accepted by the parents , the bride is 

now, ~ f~ae ~"iftg, considered virtually married to her man, 

She muS t now be confined. The decision for cO'1finemenlt is all-rays 

the bridegrooms, as i t is expensive. 
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The~sheet is sent back to the bride as a souvenir of her chastity. 

10. It must here be observed that where a girl fails to live 
I'u.ri~ 

up to her standard of ~~i~ before marriage her dowry may 

be claimed back by her suitor and the marriage consequently 

dissolved, to the utter shame and chagrin of her parents. 'More 

often than not a witch-hunt is staged to find the cause of the 

disgrace. But this generally ends i n more strained relations 

and unhappy consequences. 

11. During the period of conf i nement the bride is attended 

by servants and taught by elderly members of her clan. She is 
"-

taught how,to behave ~uring times of union with her husband, how 

to conduct herself in private and public as a married person 
c.....(m or 

and what language to use towards her husband ~r in~asa strained 

circumstances. That is why a Keta- Some woman never reveals her 

husband 1 s physical or moral weakness even .men relati ons be t ween 

t hem are so strained as to result in divorce. Her only reply 

when she is asked why she would not continue to live any longer 

wi th her husband generally is:" I do not think I can go back to 

him. I cannot go bock on my word". 

12. The daily routine of the bride during the period of 

confinemen t is this: She gets up very early in th e morning, each 

day, at about 4.30 and before touching water prays to the gods 

of the household. She prays for protection from evil spirits,.~ 
ske 

from hunger and want .~ finally ask$ them to bless her with 

children. Thus with both hands on the breast and facing the east 

she prays. She has cold water for her bath. She is never allowed 

to see the light of day. She mus t go to stool at such times of 

the day and night that she is never seen by anybody. Her room 

is kept al-'>Tays clean and sweet-scented. Her food consists 0:( 

the usual lakple l and soup. Meat or fish is eaten with the meals, 

but sbe is never allowed to crack any bones. At meals she is 

warned:" it bride never craks bones". She is not allowed to talk 

above a whisper or laugh audibly . Indeed, it is enjoined upon 

her that her presence in the hous e must not be kno'ffi. 



13. The monotony of life in a confinemettwould be v ery 

dreadful if it were not constantly attended by t he never ending 

stories the bride's attendants tell. 

14. The day for out-dooring is announced by great prepara tions 

in the homes of the bride and the groom's people . A special 

kenkey or abolo c alled ' godzi' is prepared and present ed to 

all the neighbours. Dis t ant relatives are not f orgotten . At 
I-wo 

7 o'clock of t he f ollowi ng day theAclans gather toge ther . 

Libation i s poured by an old man of t he house. And , decked i n 

her richest clo thes , the bride again sees the light of day. 

She is expec ted to put on flesh and to be gl ossy in the sk i n. 

The more she i s so , the more compliments a.e pai d to her husband. 

She greets and thanks every indiv i dual of t h e house for his 

or he r services to her during theperi od of confinement. 

Encomi ums are showered upon her by all , first, for fue ~ 

pres ervation of her vir ginitY, for her courage during the period 
""",,, 

of confinement andll for her beauty. Attended by six mr more 

s ervants all also richly dressed she visits the homes of all 

persons ki ndl y di sposed towards her. Presents of money and other 

t hi ngs to her ar e col lec t ed by he~ attendants. She is not allowed 

t o handl e any gifts for fear that some suc h present s might 

contain a charm or a curse to do her harm. 

15. Immediately she returns to her home a great feast 
.{-o" 

is held. Merry making continues" many days. At last her people 

leave her, not without some more pieces of advice and injunctions, 

a \"life in her new home and environment. 



&ed-i.on "I .rLC) WID01,vHOOD RUES. 

1. Immediately a woman loses her husbal(d by death an 

instruction is given her by any elderly person in the house to 

have her nether-garment more tightly fastened on than ever before 

and to be particular ever afterwards than it does not get lose 

or taken down, especially when she is in bed. 

2. This instruction is given, for it is believed that as 

soon as a man is dead, his feelings for sexual intercourse becomes 

so intehse that there is the likelihood that his spirit might seek 

such an intercourse with any of his wives, especially at night 

when they are asleep. 

3. This intercourse, if there is, any truth in it at all, is 

considered an evil omen, and the result, it is believed, is that 

the victim, that is, the woman is saddled with a conception called 

'Yamefu". A 'Yamefu" is a conception which is considered to contain 

no seed but wind. The stomach of the victim increases with time, 

but never results in the birth of a child. It may remain on her for 

years till her whol e frame becomes emaciated, resulting finally 

in death. 

4. A widow therefore observes the above injunction very 

strictly until such time as the rites and ceremonies connected" 

with widowhood ar e pError med. The ceremony of widowhood therefore, 
1_110"\'''' 

is primarily for ~ the spiritual connection between a man 

and his wife or wives when either of the party is dead. 

5. Where a woman is concerned, it is generally the brother of 

the dead man who faces the responsibility of seeing that the rites 

and ceremonies are done. He ~fti18f8W8 consults other widows, and 

upon their advice , ~ provides the following, 

6, A new mat, a new local wooden spoon, a new stirring rod, 

a pot, two earthen- ware bowls, a water pot, a calabash, a broom, 

almost every new kind of kitchen and other household articles 
f,',f« 1a.n:b .. 

and g;11! ¥liM' of,.. black cloth, 

In the evening the old widows,-generally four-come to the 

house of the new one. 

The ,.idow is made to sit on the new mat which is spread out 

on the yard. She i s then l ifted up and made to tpuc h the mat four 
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t i mes with her body. When she is seated finally 6he is handed 

the new water pot and calabash and ordered to feign going to 

fetch water . 

7. She is then han ded each of t he new objects one after the 

other and made to imitate, or rehearse all her daily household 

duties, such as sweepi ng the yard, cooking food, washing her 

clothes, etc. 

8. When this- is over she enters 
~dI,J,·lc:.t"l'\.. 

and comes out of her room 

four times. On the fifth -.JiiI. she is confined in it and ordered 

never to c ome out , in fact, never sLen 
to be in the day by any body in 

the community until after four days. On the, fourth night she is 
~hI. u. 

brought out of her place of confinement . Ataken outside the house, 

made to stand in a ditch two feet deep and bathed with cold water. 

She is then handed her black cloth to wear. During all these .. 
ceremonies, none of the participants i:<i "\;& talk. above Awhisper, 

l est, it is believed, the spirit of the dead joins them and 

causes them harm. Now , led by the chief performers of the ceremony, 

t he whole group goes to the gate of each house in the clan 

quarters and offers thanks to the spirits of the past dead, in the 

usual way, w bending low and clapping the hands four times. 

9. On the next day, the widow is taken to the market; her 

arms are crossed over her breast in a cross-like fashion~. She 

is taken four times round the market and then made to kneel down 

outside it, whilst one of the old widows goes in to buy all that 

is to be bought with the money that is handed her. She buys 

especially corn,~ oil and fish. 

10. The next day is a day of feast for everybody in the clan 

quarters, and for other relatives of the widow. The feast is 

provided by the widow. She gives a special feast of 'abolo' to 

the performers of the ceremony and her particular friends. When 

this is over, she is taken again at night and bathed at the 

previous spot. This time her black clothes are taken away and she 
(l nor~ 

is handed any ordinary clothes for wear. She now becomes like &1" 
.-c",~~ 

O~R'ii' HOWRR of the community and can re-marry if she so desires. 



11. The ceremony for a widower is almost the same, except 

that he is not required to rehearse any of his household duties 

or taken to the market. He is confined for a shorter peri od of 

time. The only injunction he has to obey is to abstain from 

sexsua l intercourse with any other women until the ceremonies are 

properly performed. 
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Section '~' 

©\ )' Death and Burial Ce r emon i e s. 

A very g r eat respect is paid to the dead in ¥eta- Some , 

omd the ceremonie s or rites connec ted wi th the burial of 

the dead are observed with enthus i asm . 

women are mostly the custodians of these rites assisted 

howe ver, by the oder men 0"' the clan. 

I~ 

As soon as a pe-rsor breathes his last, absolute sihmce , 

especially ne ar the de .. :th :'bed is enjoined upon ever ybody . 

The noisy little child'lren are talren outs i de the y~ard or into 

'1 near- bv house, and the dead body is confined. ~;;;veD'body 

speaks in whispers , orders are given in low tones. Indeed , 

it is s 'lid , that an unmistakable sign of death in any house 

i n !'dta- Some is the sepulchr .. l sile1ce of the i="'-tes and 

the r ed , :tct; arful eves of t e elderly peopl e . No one is allot"Jed 

to cry out aloud until t'1e appropriate momen t . Persons 1'1110 

c a~not control t1eir gr~efs .. re quickly iSGlated in 11 anar- by 

hous e . 

The eld erlO' people get round to hold quick consult lti 011S . 

The.' cons ider their other clansmen or kinsmen to ~Jhom messages 

are to be se:1t , to i'1form them of the sad 11e'~S . They discuss 

#ho is to tak8 charge of the decelilsed I S :::>8r80nal propertids, 

",',ere the~' are to be deposited u.1til tne buri 1 is over, and 

,', t f'"shion of coffin ShOlld be ordered, 

1 1 t~ e most i lportalt reLltives of t.le dead assel'1bl , 
~ ..... 

ub0 ... re 1 into tlle da ... th-4....:.. There the" e .. <11 ine '~he r\e_d 

~t"r.vlO\:sl" hish"nds, his feet n,l his (,ub. TheO'elotr,is 
",-", 

to , tis"n" tl-, ,r.selves tLat" leo tl1 has beel' cau ed be' d tur 1 

c u u . If the fi.'1 f"rs are c11c' d Ct, d ,; e .1 ils di cGlourecl, 

he.! s • tl G l'lt "n be h c ausee: 'v 01".1 poison iI, . 

co: vel ••••.• 2 
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If t 'le dead puts on 'I gloomy, contorted facial expression , 

they say death has been the result of wit c he s or wizards 

drinkin '5 his blood. If b lood appeorrs on t"e gu:TI of the t eeth , 

it; i s a s i gn that the dead has been killed by ·the gods . If 

a pleasunt , facial expressi on is shown , then death by n'l.tural 

causes is pronounced . 
j{... - f)JA 

In "case ~ of death bY"unnatur'J.l a",enc iy"'"S, a diviner or 

Bokono is quickly consulted, and until his verdict is rec'ived 

the de'lel is left untouc '1ed . The v<U'intions of Ule burial rites 

dep. nd upon the result of th is consultation . If de at!". is by the 

g ods for a crime the dead committed in his life, the body is 

left untouched nnd gener'l.lly vnil in.; is forbidden for twelve 

hours, '\t 10 ).st , until t 1<3 proynr propitiation :>,nd other 

ceremonies q.re performed by t: e priest of the god concernea . 

It is firrl"ly believed t'rt an untim'll T show of grief by my 
w ...... 

individual is like 1: to offe ld the ,:od ivhich l~ ~1 t_le c ,use 

Ii; i .lso believed t'n t wi cC_JUS "nd juju- me n responsible 

"'or -'vh: e'lt~, o~ .~ person, :;et offeude" when :111 unnecess'lrily 

m,rl.-')( ;rief 'lccompanied by i.lsi,·u hons is shmvn by any of the 

dE' d'S reI .ti ves, befOl'e t 1 e time of ,v ilino i 'lecl red. In 

e.it'-er o_r.> ,~e bove circumst~,l1C3S, it 'l')"S ')38L wU, ~~tsted t'l t 

oc's, G juju- or rttali.. L.E:.; ,i tL Je v.l U 'OP 

r '-- .L.'-=.! \ i ~' erson :or 1:liQ U11Ci~ cr~et exposu e OJ.' t~J.8ir 

icl. e ,so 

hr , 'relin',u7 ri+;'s, 'lftor ex \min tiOll of L~l" de".d 

• (; olr , .. I'd in '< closet i.l' ,e 'C - y'U'd of tile :10use. l'he 

s .or e', _,\ ,he chest ..re l"estecl uJ:on potds, so t!1utt t1E" he .... d 

dro' :3 do I . Th'" >,ody is 1 i, i, tU_s .osition so t. ,t piee"s 

I'll 'p ~ bo ~- r "_:"_~s i 1 t lie:< no~iti0 for '0 J. t JI 
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',1-
This , i rJ t le eye s of t'le ritua lis ts is considered ver'T 
i mpor tan t indeed both on t:", art of t~e dead ,nd his· li vi 
re l ati es , for t,~o re'1sons: 

(4'1 

1. .r:1E' body, in t.1-Jis positio; lets sufficiently rested, 

it is believed, so th tits spirit f i n":lly re8.1is es tlr t it rns 

nothi 19 any longer to do wi th it, :;md therefore pr ocj[eeds 

calmly on its jouney to\~arcls Tsiufiode ,(Th" l and o· the dead) 

2 . The spirit t us filled 1'lith t'1e reuisation t I',t it 

hns ~othing in compon gain 'lit 'I earth- life does not return , 

\'1ivhout invit ,ti~n, to listurb ,\, t:le livin",. 

3. The body is t"lus pravented .:'ro~ decompos~n; quicKly . 

1~ the mean\'l:~ile , t. e to,~n-cr':'er is ordered to cr:' out 

the sad "lews to the ',]IJOIQ tOWil . His fee is 5/ - or 10/- . 

In cryin' out 1J.is mess"ge , h0 me'.1tions the names of three or 

~our very close reb.tives of tbe dead . lith three or four 

be<lts on his gong- gong he cri~s out : 

"Good morn in::; to everybody, good "Jornin,:: ! 
i y ~lders , I don't unnecessarily disturb<t you , 
Kofi, Ama (mentiillin names 0" dead ' s rel cives) 
1 ve asl:ad ~e to 'lC'0 lce to vou that (de"d's)name) 
is '10 more ! II " 

As pe pIe ')egin to troop i.ltO t'le 'lOllS e, the body is got re'ldy 

for b t ,in _, and the bed for l .. ying il state is prep'lr d . The 

drums - ' atribpui' a'10 ' 'S'''yi;())~ ' ~---ee ')e J.t out trn ir dirges . 

B t in2; of the dead is don~ in J. back- compou11d of the 

house in ':t closel;." guarded enclosure. It is done by el ,rly men 

'o're 1 , l1bo are very close kinsnen o. ~he de'ld . .'1. ' ditc'J is 

lu' the bat,lin - - pl~ce 'l11cJ beems ru'e laid across it to for cl fIil. 

J .r-n 'J lter, n ::n'l spa'" es 

S) Ll~ed . 

1",yi.1", in st'lte is 'l mounc ed by t:,e fir ing of onc,Jr 

l . Ie soon 

The dead is richly ador~led "Ii t:l elve7 

s ~ '. ~ ilL 11 opens ue", ,ra. wlj,li:lg 

t 0 8 1 0ts of ~m. 

dll its ... ""1" tic 19S~ 

~i \ S e bel'S of t\ c] 

t 1 Y' "i t J t:.e 'ie , ~hE 

i (~ "'rlJ ld vh8 0 

to ut,- cra ss t 1E' r'..v 

contd •........ ' 



It;o 

When all is ready, the body i s laid in a coffin lined 

with cloths. And amidst a great qUietness the clan head stands in 

front of the coffin, facing it. With wine he pours libation in 

the following words: 

"0 Ak osiwa (name of the dead), I call you, not that I wish you 

evil, but that I have this to say to you. "If your death has been 

caused by a member of the clan or community, when you get into the 

next world return and deal with him or her accordingly as you 

desire. But, if on the other hand your death is the natural cause 

of things, then we wish you peace, and kind regards to a ll our 

ancestors". 

The dead is now taken to the grave yard and buried without 

any further ceremonies. 



have asked me to inf orm you'that (name of dead) hadn ' t been, 

and has been kept away . Wake- keeping comes on the fo l lowi ng 

market day" . 

4. A wake for t he de ad i s kept wi th drummi ng and dancing from 

9 o'clock in the evening t i l l the s;nal l hours of t h e morn i ng. 

At t endances a t wake-keepings ar e large and t he peopl e are fed . 

The second day of the funeral i s for the feeding of the dead 

and the anc es t r a l ~pirits. The women prepare a spec i al meal t o 

whic h neither sal t nor pepper nor other condiments are added. This 
ru...i "",,<4 
maaR is s erved at the gr aves of the ancestral spirits the dead 

11- \~ ~ ... ur .... d ,. 
whose funer al is being obser ved , at the gates of each clan house and 

the shr i nes of the cl an -gods. 

5 . The t hird day of the funeral is very heavily attended. It 

is announced with very heavy firing of gun in the early hours OI the 

mor ning. It is the day for the payment of funer al dues which is 

nor mally 6d and 3d per head for mal$and femal es, respectively. Those 

who ar e unable or otherwise prevented from attending a funeral send 

their contributions . Contributions fall into two parts viz: 

Donations and Table collections: If a person, because of his 

par ticular friendship or relationship or connection by marriage 

with any member of the dead's family desires to offer assistance 
,.jI.L 

in meeting~expenses in regard to feeding of guests , he could do so 

by paying a donation to his friend's fund. This fund is exclusive 

to the general funeral fund. The 'table collection' or dues as has 

alre ady been mentioned is a flat rate irrespective of socia l or 

financial position . 

6, If the dead during his life belonged to any of the funeral 

soc i~ties called If Atsofo", and there are 15 atsofo' s in Keta- Some , 

members of the society may attend the funeral, but are not required 

to pay any contributions there. 
c:o"Hnu4 

FUneral contributions fs'lJilCHitJ for a day or two; due 

allow~ce is made for kinsmen very far away who may desire to attend 

the funeraL 

No day passes without one or two drumming OIJaIll_;i,8S providing 
~~ 

entertainment for those who attend the funeral, and for" respect to 

the dead. If the dead was held in high esteem in his community the 

funeral lasts for several days. FUner al expenses in the area now 



range between £2 5 and £200. 

7 . The funeral clos es With the announc ement of a day 

for " general accoun ting 'i The el ders sit round a tabl e wit h 

I~ 

t he clerk or recorder. The funer~l dues as well as the donations 

are checked against t he entri es i n t he books. Whet\. th i s i s done, 

the essentia l expenses, that is, thos e f or t he coffi n , the bed­

clothes, the food, the drinks and the gunpowder ar e pa i d outright. 

Dona tions, called "Xokpo-medzrowodzi" t f und for main tenance of 

guests ) ar e handed over to those agai nst ,.hose name they stand. 

8. I f after final accounting, some expenses remain unpaid , 

i t is the practice for -the recipients of the donations to surrender 

these. Where the dead's clan is prudent and scrupulous they are 

netrer the losers after a funeral. But where they are otherwise 

so or where for reason of unpopularity of the dead several persons 

refuse to attend the funeral, the clan is saddled With debts 

and all its attendant displeasures. 

THE ATSYOFO SYSTEM:or Funeral Society. 

1. Until 20 years ago the 'Atsyofo' System of contribution 

towards payment of funeral expenses did not exist in Keta- Some. 

Contribution was open and not controlled by any societies. The 

new system was said to have been introduced into the area from 

the districts of Dahomey. 

Membership of the society is qJened to all, men and women. 

Some societies have membership of about one hundred or more. Each 

society has a Treasurer , a clerk or a recorder ani an executive 

committee of seven or more members. 

2 . It is agreed upon in advance or at the executive committee 

meeting what block contribution should be paid to the relatives of a 

dead member. Gener ally it is £20 or £25. The normal contribution of 

each memher of the society is 3d. This is paid to the executive 

committle every nine days, whether there is an incidence of death or 

not of 'lny member . Members who fail to pay this contribution 

promntly at the place where the committee meets are ~ fined. The 

closin hour on each day of contributions is five o'clock in the 

evening. The committee sits all day. Members may either pay direct 

to the Treasurer or through the clan collec tor Nho is ::enerally a --



literate person am who enter s each payment against the names 

in his book. Such entrie s are checked against those in the 

Soc ietie f s books for the purpos e of ac curacy. 

4. A person may enter the name of any member of h i s clan in 

his own society. It may be with or without his consent. Where it 

is without the other 's knowledge, the motive is always ulterior. 

A person who enters the name of another in a society is responsible 

for his regular cont~ibution $. 

So much corruption by unscrupuloU€ persons are now being 

practised and so much arrears in res pect of the block contribution 

to funeral expenses nQw remain unpaid by the various tsyofo socie­

ties that it is being sugges ted by many persons to have them 

abolished. 



CHAPTER Ie . 
RECREATIONAL PUR~U1TS. --------------------

1. Among the leisure time activities engaged in by the 

peop~e of Keta-Some d~Umming and dancing take the first place. 

~ ~ as "n.pe, so woven inoo the social life of the people 

that no'" days passes without 1,!t""being practised in one fol'lll or 

another in ""he towns and villages. 
& ... . ~';1 

No local fes.t.i val is succe ssful wi thout ~; :104 add~ the 

ISS 

finishing parts to funerals of booh the greal, and the small. Clan 

" " th t'- t 11· J.I.. _.. d ~· cue 1 groups v~e w~ one ano L~r 0 exce ~n ~~ an .. ~ a ways 

a delight to the young as well as the old. 

2. Drum music in "he area may be divided inoo four main groups 

according as tne purposes lor which t~ey are used. 

1. Those drumming, singing and dancing that are connected with 
",,11, 4~ W t u, 

d~ aths and funerals, state meetings Anational joys and calamities. 

They are drums collectively called "Avadevu" They are: Atompani, 

Akofade, Aflui, Atiwo and Agbadza or Atrikpui. These drums are 

strikingly captivating in naoure and quickly arouse emotions in 

their daneers. wtth the exception of the Agbadza which is distinctly 

original as far as the traditional history of the people are 

concerned, the orig~n of the Atompani, Akofade and Aflui is 

obscure. The se drums are 'war-drums' , but they are danced in a 

manner entirely foreig& to the people. In dancing the m the peeu­

l iar rythmetic swaying of the trunk and the flapping of the arms 

back\l/ards and forwa rds are absent. Instead, one observes the un­

rythemetic foot and whole body movement s dlBot are akin to the 

Akans . And . too , instead of the regular inter-related beats of 
~ 

four or five drums as tI the case with the other drums, one hears 

very highly, almost shrilly pitched sounds of two or three drums . 

Most of the songe too which are sung in accompaniment t o t he mueic 

are either entirely Akan or a mixture of the t\\'O language s • .h'or 

example , heL"e is a common s ong sung by almost every body i n the 
,",,,I-

area, but ~ understuod by any t>\'le. 



"KomIa, KomIa , Komla bu de IIli 
Miafe asafohene KomIa bu demi 
Mia1'e adJ omani Komla bu de mi. 
Bolo , bolo Fante, Fante n odea mdzaye 
Mdzay e , mdzaye e kua t o mdzeye 
Adodeto mudzaye " 

.) . It has been sugge s t e d t here t'ore by t ... ,o or three persons 

whose ancesc ors were expe r ts in the music of chese drums, that 

ISb 

their ancestors ,might bave been taught by either refugees of the 

Peki -Ashanti wars of t he middle 19th century, or Akwamu captives 

or che Ke t a -war of 1'792. At any r a oe. it L'emains a ract that these 

drums and the ways of dancing to their music have been unknown to 

the Keta -Some people before cheir migration to their present home . 

2. Other groups of dru~ music are the Konyi fayu. These are 

Akpalu and Gayikpa drums. T.fie.;y-~01'e 01' 1e &e--±-i-k-e--t-~~ 

~ I'bey are also for occasions of deaths and funerals. But 

unlike the previous ones they aL'e passionless in nature, and their 

l aw and slow deliberate music cannot fail to arouse in i~dancerB 

feeilngs of deep reverence for the dead. Some of the songs that 

accompany these drums descrlbe che frailty of man , the helplessness 

of man in the hands of death. man's hope for bilss be~ond the grave 

and his r~signation in the hands of his Maker for good or for bad. 

Here a.1'e two of the se popular songs: 

"Wo ame de, megbea amea de mawo 0 
Tonye ya worn. Didife 'gbeto mesea 
agama fe avi 0 
Agama fe ta tsi ba me. 
Eanu ga worn 100', ameyibo 
'gbeto heko 
Gati wo amea de, megbea amea de ""....,:l 0 

*- o. Tonye , ya wom". 

That which happens to one happens 60 
cO all. It has happened to me. 
He who is far away can never hope to 
hear the watlings of the chameleon , 
When the chameleon lost all hopes of life 
He was laughed at by human beings . 
when death comes 1.0 one, it Wiil come to all 
It a.s done ~ its worst". 

Konowo kpea IU 100 1 
Vinowo be konowo kpea fu 1001 
Mese nya vuu nye to me tsi 
De ko nabu be ye dekae wowo 
JIIyemele du fu ge ale vi 0" . 
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L OCAL DQUMS 'and some }.U.lsrCAL 
INS,RUME"',::'> 



"Barren women suffer a greac deal. 
People with chilrt r~n say"Barren women SUller a lot". 
I have heard so much that I can hear no more . 
You would think I am the only sufferer. 
Nobody ever runs to catch a child" (Meaning here 
"tna"t chi!dren o. r e Dorn, no"t caught like animals in 
the bush) . 

"",,,,~e 

Akpalu of Anyako, to whom most of these lyri~are attributed 

began his compositions about fLf"teen y"ars ago. His Iirst song , 

and a one whic~ has ever remained popular ~ thiS: 

"AJrp&.J.u do vua de, 
lVonye konyifa-vu 
Anyako-viawo so de nu. 
Mitro gbe bu miadzi ago ho nami; 
Hali wu esia 10 ho, 
Medz1ge ame daht nanio IU oe ". 

"Apalo has organised a new drumming society, 
It is for moul'ning for the dead; 
And the whole community of Anyako is interested 
Pitch up YOUl' voices and sing its songs to ne , 
1 have a lot of songs to sing, 
And when I do so, the poor will surely 
forget his sorrows". 

4. One of the most remarkable of drum music in the area i .. 

the Atsiagbeko. This drum was introduced into Southern Eweland 

from Dahome in about the year 1900. It w~s originally the 

Dahomian war music, and it s drums beat out .orders to the Amazons 

on Ch~fi.ldS of battle. It is danced standing in orderly formations 

and performing various body movements when "the big drum beats out 

the commands. It is sti!l the favourite music of the people 

esptcialy:y on occasions of local festivals and o"ther national 

ce ... emonIals. Almost all its songs are ei"trer in Fon 0 .. a mix"ture 

0.1. "the two languages. Thes", songs extol the b~'ave deeds of ~~ I't0(711!'; 

a.nces"tors, declare "the invincibility of the national army, warn 

the eRemy 01' what "they would expect when they attach or describe 

a parc1cular action in battle or how an important enemy was killed. 

The Atsiagoeko stands in a class by itself, and its facinat ... ng 

musIC and s"trik1ngly orderly movements of 1ts dancess are alw~ys 

admired by i"ts spectators. 

5. The last group of drum music, and a one which contains a 

lot of popular variations is the Ahiavy. These drums are purely 

romantic in nal,ure and are mainly l'or the purpose of recreation 

for men and women. They include, among many others the following: 

A~nu, Tsifonu, Duala, Akofe,Anlisi, Adzrowu and Gahu. 
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The Halo music in which abusiv~ and other insinuating songs are 

used does not stand in a class by itself. When t wo drumming factions 

or clan-gruups fallout with each other in .he~ normal practices 

of any v:f" the abo8"e romantic drums, .hey try to square out their 

diff",re nces by resort to composing songs to discredit members of 

.he opposing side and to declare all sorts of evils, real ' or 

imaginary against one anocher.Offen, this undesirable way of 

settling d~IIerences lasts for a very long time, each group 

strain~ all its r",sources in bad langaage •• 0 undo the other . 

More OIten than noc, as evil begets evil, immoral practices and 

deaths i'rom oral and other forms of poisoning are the results. 

DRUM MUS leAL INSTRUM!£N'l'S. 

All .he drums used in the area are not locally made. They 

are generally bough. Irom such places as Tsevie, Be and Aneho .~ 

, 0Jr0t! dIU .. 
in French Togoland. The pnc~ ~ ~ £5 rro r £3 for a big drum , 

four feet high, and the sllRll ones, two feet high . The drum is 

carved as a wnole or in small s trLps from the trunk of a tree 

called Vuti. When carved iB stripe , it is usual to get the~ strips 

in place with three or four bands of iron hoops. Th~vellum for the 

drum is made from the skins of the deer, the antelope and the 
is all 

duiker. A whole wet of new drums ~~ boughtAat once or singly. 

as tBe ease !!By '9". 
( , 

The othe r drumnring inetruments are: the ga tigo - two ho~low 
" , 

pIeces of iron graduated in tones, and joine d toge ther , the Go or 
... nbrolun 

' ahats; , which is a dried ~ ~ godrd, nea rly and fashionably 
11-;& ~ • 

cover e d wI.h a net of b4ads. &fl4 used as a ratele.The Toke a re tw o 

-hollowe d pi eces of iron. They are used to beat out the time _ when 

songs unaccom1anied by drums are sung . ~ 

'I. Organi sa ti un 01' a Drumming Society . 

The initiative for organising a drumming socie t y may c ome 

from any one in che clan who is interest ed in drumming. Oft en the 

idea come s from a young man wh o has recently returne d from anothe r 

fishi ng ~i llage to his own. It may ha ve bee n that when he was away 

there , he was a n active member of a new soc iety or an intenee l y 

interested spectator of the drumming a nd dancing there. If he has 



--------------------------------------------'I~Or------

a flair, ~ seleetive instlne •. for drumming and dancing, he informs 

the Head of his clan that he wishes to organise such a society. 

He next appears before a council of the clan elders where he 1S 

asked to demonstrate a figure of two of the dance. He may sing 

also some of the new songs he desires to teach. He may have to 

answer a series ot' qu",stions to test his sincerity an~ capability 

for getting a society running. When the elders are satisfied that 

the formation of such a society may not lea~ .0 any undesirable 

consequences, and that the susceptibilities of any person in the 

clan may not oe wounded by any of the new songs or that no 

neigbbours may be offended, anl_ informal consent is given . 
o~K. elAn 

organiser 1s then asked- to produce at the nex5 mee.ting "the 

for the information and blessings of the clan gods . 

The 
wine 

necessary" 

When t h i s is done the news is then announced to the yyoung 

people of the clan. A meeting is held with them, and a decision 

taken upon the number of tine s a wee k t~ would meet together to 

practise the new dances and songs. Dance and song practic es are 

held in the evenings for about 3 hours each day. ~ongs are 
(, " 

practised to the beatings of the Tingo and toke i nstrume nts . 

!:S . Discipl.ine. 
YQa.,;'huhe6 

Discipline in "he society is efitainee. by app oi nt ing t wo 

or three elderly men to be patrons : ' vumegawo~ Ii. 'T ongl a' f or t he 

men and an 'Atinua' for the women , keep or de r s wi t h a cane, i n 

tbe circle of dancers . Three ne n, ca JDl d "HQnuawo" or Renowo 

a nd a woman , wfie are selecte d for clarity a nd st r ength of voice . ~~ 

s ing out ea'cn verse of the song , whilst t he wh ole group joins in 

the re t'rains , clapping .heir hands , s tamping the feet, ratt l ing 

the rattle s and stri king t he ' t i ngos ' a l l to correct time and 

rytnem 

9. OUTDOORI.NG. 
Dr 

outdooringAthe drumming s ociety is preceeded by "hree or 

f our i ntensive full - dre ssed r ehearsals in the evenings. For obvi ous 

rea sons , spectat ors out s ide the clan-group are not allowed at t hese 

r eheallsals • 
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, 
Otl the day of the full day.light perl ormance, the whole society 

gathers at an outskirt of the town juS, before ~ dawn. with palm 

leaves and branches of trees, a procession Ior an hour or two 

is formed through ,he principal streets of the town or village. 

This is to announce to the communit;y .hat "Great things" would 

Dbppen in the afternoon. 

l<ull perf ormance begins in the early afternoon in ~he clan's 

~: open of meetings. !t is an occas10n lor all participants, 

especially the young women to dress in ~heir very Dest and to 

provide themselves with three 01" four changes of c.l.othes. These 

~re kept in a near-by houae. 

Two performances a week Ior 4 weeks are uormally put up. 

And, as has already been observed, ~ne purpose uf an" AhiaV!~ is to 

provide opportunities for T~creation for the young and old alike. 

:But for ~:-A :'C'ung unmarried people of the clan, it is. a paramount 
lilic 

, opportunity for finding or s~lecting ones Hfl partners. It is the 

greatest occasion in the social li fe of the clan, and the elderly , 

people do all thev can to encourage and promote it, n.t merely 

for the plea sur'" it, affords, but for the purpose of seeing their 

sons and daughters get married . 

Tre "Ahiavu" drumming and dancing is held generally during 

the Christmas and Easter seasons . The interval between one season's 
tf.,t.lo-

pe rformance and ,,6.Rflther is normally five or seven years. During" 

this inte~al those who were young at a previous meeting of the 

society come of age to be wanting to pair off. No wonder then 

that the young men B1 and women of the clan press for resusci­

tation of the society when the tillE comes. And one can imagine 

wihh what zeal and zest they work to prepare for it, by providing 

themselves with clothes and other fineries, very much to the 

amusement and mixed admiration and happy reminiscences of the 

old. 

SOlIE of 

management of 

the most outstandinll: lIEn at organisation and 
Ooc.4~hu 

drummiDg"in the area are: Tsise Gamadeku, now 

Awalogomefia Atiane and Asinyo Dogba.and-~. Tsise stands 



head and shoulders above all others in the area, and in his own 

sphere of romantic compositions is unsurpassed by any in the 
Altl'c.l .. 

!\eta District. Ris only rival is Akpalu of Anpko ... speCialises-

in composition s for death and funeral ceremonies, and appeals more 

to the feminine tham the robust masculine feelings of people. 

Here is an example of Tvise's composition: 

• 

,. 

AVU. lato Ia gblo miafe vu nya 
Ne miesi Ie bobo ka la di ° mizo va dzeke nezo va 
Kale wo oda megbea afe 0 
Resino Yegbe di tsa yi abeawo dzi 
Ekpona amea dewo do to lIE 
Ameadeke metsoa atakupe mina 0 

miawoe nye kinikini kini tso gbe 
Mieto gbe la de mano te 0 
AvlillE za mesu ne dza naye togbo 
Nyehawo mido _dzi. ne ne ku avawoxli la di. 

That fool has talked a lot of disparaging things about us 
When you hear it, you would shout with grief , 
0. come on now, my braves, COIlE forward ; 
No war-brave ever re.fuses to return hOIlE. 
When songster Yegbe travelled abroad • 

-,0 he saw some people organising a drumming ~. 
Nobody ever swallows a ginger seed whole ; 
We a re truely lions scowling the bush , 
When we do 80, no bther animal dares sh ow his head . 
When tillE for going down into tre grave 
is not yet come, it is unnecessary to offer 
up sacrifices. 
My comrades, keep B&¥t heart , 
When I die there will be a great unre s t • 
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1. HIS10RY _ 

TrarJitional historv shol·'s chat thp yeta - Somes in 

conjuJ1('tion wlth the other Ewe tril:les livecl i n the hagins of the 

Niger and Benue Rivers several hundred years ago. 

At one tirne they lived at Ketu, but later on moved to . 

Notsie in !ahorne. There they lived with the Fos, the ADIos, the 

Bes, and Agus. They left Notsie in about 1670 and moved west"'ards. 

They founded and settled in Keta during the early 18th century. 

But, as a result of the Keta War of 1?84 they removed and settled 

in their present home in 1805, that is almost a century ago. The 

hnlos who had lived with the · Avenors at Korvime late r founded 

Anloga just about the same time as the Ketas had founded Keta. 

In an agreement with the British Government on 2nd December 

1879 the Keta-Somes acknowledged the territorial jurisdiction 

of the English Government and have remained British ever since. 

2. GEOGRAPHY.-

The area which is in the ~outh-eastern corner of the 

Trans-Volta-Togoland Region of the Gold Caast is about 160 square 

miles and holds a population of about 15,000. 

Its climatic condition or daily weather is like the rest 

bf the West African Region. During the months of May to October, 

the inter-tropical front is well north of the area, and comes 

r under the influence of a considerable depth of the moist south­

westerly winds which blow from the Gulf of Guinea . Those months 

constitute the major rainy season calle d Ada or Masa. In the .. 
remainder of the year the north-easterlies predominate. Except 

for the emaIl rains from mid-October to December, - which is the 

Kele season - the rest of the year is dry. The dry north-east 

wind called the Harmattan is its noticeable feature. 

The vegetation is sparse grassland. The coconut palm 
~in<:e 

which has been irtroduced into the area i£ the early 19th century 

covers the area like a thick forest. 

The people are mainly fishermen , weavers of local r.loths 
... ". t-"d~-~. The methods of fishing chiefly in use are by the 

se ine nets, the drag nets, the set nets and traps. All the nets 
are subject to legislative control under the Fisheries 



(Ame ndme n t ) Regul at i m . • ons. lhe, two fJ. shJ. ng s eas ons are August _ 

I:.e cembe r and Januar y - 11"arch or earl y April. Al most the whole of 

the catc h is preserved b k' Y smo J.ng. Thi s is done by the women I.ho 

a r e great t raders in fish. The Keta-So~ cloth i s everywhere famous 

for its beautiful patterns. The thread for the c l oths are bought 

in the shops of Keta. Hausas and Fantis a r e the c l oth weaver's 

customers. 

3. SOCIAL ORGANISATION AND STRUCTURE. 

The soc i al organisation of the people is based on three 

lIBin Divisions called Awalogowo. Within the Division, the 

organisation is in s ub-di visions, a nd within each or kinship group 

in clans. 

The Fia who comes from a Ruling Family or clan does not 

succeed to the stool by right of primogineture. A chief is not 

a despot in his Di vi sion, but a strictly constitutional ruler. 

The Awalogomefiawo and Dufiawo all owe allegiance to him and 

he in turn to them. 

4. LAND Tl!:NUIlli. 

Broadly speaking the whole of the land in the area is stool 

land in the peculiar sense that it was given to the Paramount Stool 

at, the time of the resettlemert of the people . But the Paramount 

Stool's right over it bas been delegated to t he kinship groups and 

clans. Individual rights of lands are now very common. 
1 
l \ Land in the area can no., be transferred by sale or grant. i ~uccession to land and other properties is now i n the patrilineal. 
I 
• .. 5. RELIGION AND EDUCATION. 

Themajority of the people are animists , though they 

believe in the exi stence of a supreme God which the y call Mawu. 

Their nat i onal god s or minor deities are Xebieso, Ana and yewe. 

They are worshippers of ancest~~l spirits and the need to 

propitiate the spirit of their ancestors is of great significance 

to them. Ac tivities of Christian Mission Bodies in th~ area are 

vigorous. The two p ri nc i pa l ones being the A.11.E.Zion and the 

Roman Catholic. These l~ssion Bodies have established schools 

and 118.ve since the l atter 19th century been re sponsible for 

providing educat i onal f ac ili ties for the people. 



-------------------------------------------------------- 'b5 
Primary and 11iddle Schools a,re the only educa ti onal facili tie s 

p rovi ded in the area. There ar" TO Government owned schools . 

The educational work of the ll!issions and Churches is being 

appreciated by the peopl e. The accelerated development plan for 
0.\",,6 

education and its adjunct the fee-f r ee primary education which ~ 

tc provide a six-year basic primary course for all children at 
of. ~lcl"en 

public expense has resulted in a large increase in the enrolment ~ 
\ ... 
M the schools. 

6. GOVERN~1ENT . 

l'he centre of administration in thewst ,.,as the Native 

Authority. It was the Indirect System of rule, where the 

administration was centred i11 the Traditional Rul ers. 

The present system is based upon the ,rule of the people 

themselves through the universal adult sUfferage and the vote of 

the ballot box. But sight has not been lost of the Traditional 

element. The Government is a mixture of the old and new, and a 

further responsibility of the people themselves for the provision 

of their own amenities through direct taxation . 

7. LEISlJRh; THE ACTIVI TIES. 

The community life of the people is influenced a great deal 

by lei$ure time pursuits such as drumming a nd dancing. They dance 

in sorrow and in joy. Other recreationa l a ctivities a re the games 

of 'ludo' for men as well as women, the 'aditata' for old women 

'and la tidada' for the young men. The two latter games are fast 
~ 

losing popularity. 

8. CONCLUSION. 

The peop],e do not view themselves as an isolation in the 

changing Gold Coast, and though their over-a ll material progress 

is not spectacular, yet they are moving abreast with the political 

changes taking place in the country now. And though they are not 

d ivorced from the old s ocia l concepts and contacts, yet their 

outlook on life is not narrow. They take great interest and 

advantages of the educational f acilities provided in the area and 

send their children reddily to school. There are no social 

p r oblems such as une mployment, child delinquency or other mal­

social adjustments. C' 



Ibl> 

Tmre are no housing problems', and though the majority of their 

houses are poor, yet everyone finds a room to sleep in at night. 

The regular visits of the Information Departmentf! Cinema is all-'ays 

a welcolIE addition to their ot'her diversions. 

Their attitude to work is as robust as it has been b e fore , 

and there is enough for everyone to do to earn his living. 
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Appendix. ii 
I 

COST OF LIVING . 

Annual Average Mar ket Prices of Selected 

Items of Loc'al Produce in Keta- Some. 

-
\ rood Constituent Commodity Cost 

- Oassava - fresh .. ,. .......... 6d for 3 tubers 

n - garri Id n a cigarette tin ............ 
Sf ARCH FOOD 

Pl antain ......... ... 1/- n 6 fingers 
- Sweet Potato 6d " 6 · ........... 

Groundnut ..... ....... 2d .. a cigarette tin 
PROTEIN rOOD 

Beans Id " n " II · ........... 
~~. 

1/3d Palm Oil · ........... a bottle -
HTS Palm Kernel · ........... 1/6 " II 

Coconut Oil 2/-
n II 

~ ........... 

Garden Eggs · ........... Id for 4 
~ 

Okros · ........... Id 11 6 

~IfABLES 
Onions small Id " 6 - · ........... 
Pepper - dried · ............ 3d " a cigarette tin 

~ !romatoes - medim ........... Id " 1 

Bananas ............ Id " 3 

Oranges .......... . . Id II 1 

lUTTS . 
pawpaws 2d II 1 

:::::: :::: ::1 Pine-Apples 6d " 1 

sugar-cane 3d " 5 feet. ............ 



INCOME GROUP 

FISHERMEN I CLOTH - REAVER 

FARMERS 
fa) Coconut 

b) Food- cro-ps 

ilILORS 

'ITHS 

INCOME ANALYSIS OF THE MAI N 

OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS IN KETA - SOME 

er month 

57- £7: 10. 

5/6 £8: 5. 

2/8d. £4: 

2/6d. : £3. 15: , 
I 

I 
5/- £7: l-O: 

3/6 £5: 

8/- 1£12' 

6/-

REMARKS. 

(During season, the fisherman's intake 
(is between £8: and £10: But in the 
(Off-season he practically earns mothing. 

(The average cloth-weaver weaves 3 
(cloths a month. A cloth on the 
(aver~ge costs £2: 15: 

(Cocomut is pecked 4 times a year. 
(Average number of trees owned by each 
(farmer's 100. 
(Each pi}king sells out at £12: That 
(is £4 a month. 

(A food - crop farmer owning about 4 
(or 5 acres of land reaps in the two 
(farming seasons of the year about 
(£45 worth of corn and cassava. 

(The average intake of tailors both 
(men and women is between £6 and £8 a 
(month. The women tailors are fewer 
I (than the men. But they have more 
(apprentices generally and therefore 

(earn more income 

(The number of carpenters is not great. 
(The demand for furniture in the area is 

(small. 

There is alwavs plent" ~I"r)c f'nr E. 
mBsons t~ ~n in the q~e~ ~ huild-

ings are often 1,0' '1 

During the rhT'i cot-TTl"- ~ ~al~ ,?I'" ctA-r ge~C''''nR 

the in+,~e 0f' the Goli-~mit~ 's hiah. 
It is as high as 1'1/- a day. ""'1+ ip the 
of'f-season he parely ...;etR 3/- '3. dRY. 
Hi s <lvera,,'e i'1.come is "etween ')'/6 and 

6/- a ""'I". 
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