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N weekly review of progress in politics, economic

el commerce; and of general netes especially as af
recting  Nigeria

Edited by CHRIS. JOHNSON
Publishing, Office:

Kumolu House
Shitta Street, l.ago l.’-

To Subseribers.—— In the work of guthering news and

notes on current events the Editorial I)ppartn'umt
of THE NIGERIAN CHRONICLE solicits the co-cpera-

tion of subseribers and advertisers from whom they
will always be pleased to receive information, personal
o= general, likely to interests readers,

To Advertisers: THr NIGERIAN CHBONICLE is pub-
lished every Friday. To ensure insertion in the
curt- ul issue, - €opy of alterations for advertisinents

ghould arrive at the publishing Office, at 8. a. m,
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Departure of the Gnvomorﬂenml o B
His Excellency A. G, Boyle G,H,G*Aotmc Gog or- 3¢ 0

Affairs at Abeokuta e

Beport concommg Bishop Tngwell

Obituary ; . -

ertorly Functiou
Concerning Native Court

EDITORIAL

The Nigerian Pionger and the Provincial

Courts Ordinance

LETTERS To THE EpiTOR

Aso Ehn,

Provinecial Court System.

Who is the Balogun:

A Political Revival.

A Petition.
POLITICAL

The lagus ladies’ League

Concerning Provincial Courts.
MISCLLEAXNEOUS

Native Court in old Lagos.

NEWb OF THE WLFh

HOME

We learn that certain persons at Abeokaota their
families and friends are being hanted, and persecuted
with prosecutions the real reason is because they are
suspected  of eriticising Mr  Fdun's administration
esvecially his lund Transactions.  We understand effort
is beipg made to gain the sywpathy of the Com-
missioner to these perseentions.  We wait to hear
the result of these Malicious proscentions,

We undersgtand that the sanggesiion is made to
Government that the proceedings of Legislative Couneil
be not published as heretofore in order to aveid
criticism. If this be /true surely it i8 retrogression and
not progression for the New Nigeria

It is reported that in one of the Lenten Services
at Christ Church Bishop Tugwell told his congregation
that he has several schemes and plans for Christ
Chucch but that the members must please not criti-
cise him for if they do he will be obliged to stop
executing them.

We see no reason for this apprehension if the
Rishop as a man of God does what is goad and
rivht. Jesus Christ was not afraid of criticisin. Really
he invited attention to his works which He declared
to be 1is testimony, Ciiticisms are good for the
soul even in holy matters; and the Bishop may rest
as=nred that the Lagos Commuyunily is not to be muzzled
up over any project whether good or bad.

His [Kxcelleney the Governor-General Sir Frederick
Lvaard and Staff were passengers for Europe by
yestorday's boat. His Excelleney was seen off by a
buwe gathering representing different sections of the
comuaunty.

Governor hag been appointed Acting Governor in the
abonee of the Governor-General from the Colony,
OF " CUARY:——Mrs Prisciila T. Wilson, Aunt of Dr.
J. A. and the Messrs Caulerick on wednesday the
8th instant,

HUDSON G©OLE
BUILDER AND CONTRACTOR
UNDERTAKERS BuUILDIX¢ CONTRACTS AND ALL
KiNps OF REPAIRS. : WiLwgaMs House
Toxtmmm STRRT

——
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His Honour A. G. Boyle Esqr Lieutenant |
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The Great Sacrifice

“1 shadl not die but live and declare the works o
the Lord."

. - - ATEAS S reriesse s R - § 6 e = WA e -

Hung on that crucial Tree Jesus our Priest and King
Denied, despised, spat on, rejected, crucified ;

In doleful tones your solemn requiem sing

Ye for whose sins He's suffered, bled and died.

Sce yonder aloud in awful darkness sunkand wraph --

The Temple's rent, the earth with terror scare and
quake,

Jesus in Death’s cruel grip is fallen and entrappe &.

For our redemption, yea for man's unworthy sak

Hark ! hear him ery—* ‘tis finished, all is o'er ™’
Jesus in death has sunk and all vur hopes seem Icsé, .
In ash and sackcloth go, the testintony hear—

Karth hasto varth returned and dast, ita mother dust

And vet He lives! While Death itself ls slain,
Jesus our Saviourieigns and man's redemption’s sure,.
Your Easter Authemnns raise, repeat the joyful strain,
Jesus our Lord is risen and shall die never more.

Jesus Humanorum Salvator R.cga.»
rectus Est! Alleluliall

AL HASAN ABDUL ZREN.

Foretaste of P rou ncial ﬁvmw
System in Mmkufn- S

citizens with b]owg who happon to m iu M{.., £
or meet our kings when going om m 00 uﬁ‘ﬁ e
Egba Polioe are said to be anthorice ! 0 ma RS
ersaults.



' 'nni on His Excel.lan ‘s lpeech iu Coun-
dl M a8 “ a veiled attack on His Honour the Chief
stice” but as an * attack on the Provincial Courts Or-
dinm " wa think it but right on our part to admit
that we have really attacked and do mean to attack
“ﬂlc Proﬁndﬂ lerts Ordinance—in fact the judicial
ITOP: f_.t_,_j,__,mfnr the simple reason that the
“safeguards and restrictions” are as in all class

f'”gerin public liberty and safety

tn ﬂlB tsnnny of the official. Moreever the system
has been triediin Northern Nigeria and hasbeen feund
to lead to abuse of power, a.gninst which abase of
power we have had to protest at a time when we
have no reason to suppose that these laws will be
_sought to be introduced here. And although it has
not up to present become law in the Southern
Province yet the expectations of it since the Amal-
gamation has so intoxicated and infuriated some
Officials---as a red flag does a madidened Bull---that
they lost patience before the lst of March, ‘the day
origimally fixed for its proclamation, and Peaceful,
loyal, and law abldi'\g natives have been either
vough-handled cor threatened with punishment, if
not punished.

We go back to the article in the “Nigerian Pioneer”

which wa reproduce in this issue and which has inspired |

our preuﬂt observation. A noticeable feature in the
arguments of advocates of the Provinecial Courts Ordin-
ance is the unseltledness of their use of the terms
“Sapreme Oonrt." “Supreme Coartsystem” “Provincial
Court system.” At one time they tell you of “a Supreme
'*court tm then in force” meaning obvioualy the
ystem dbtaining in Old Southern Nigeria. At another

thna they talk 'of the “Supreme Court” as a part of |

"hiﬁh “the Supreme Counrt system™ is the whole. They
m rtlfer the Supreme Court system is a failure whilst
4he ﬂnpudtﬂoﬁﬂ ftgelf isnot. They would also say
Cw tke Bupreme Court system is a failure in the
éP‘.;-Z,_,w. ac ,__\,.'_h&of Southom Nigeria whilst it is nota failure
“in the Cdlény. They would also tell you at one time
5 ﬂut“:h& Colony” includes “the Protectorate” whilst at
o :a‘noﬂlertfmthﬂ they are distinet; that the former has
relerence to the Coast belts and the latter the densely
upopulated Provinoce which lie behind the Oovast Belts.
At onotim they wounld represent the Provincial Courts
asbeing a part of the Supreme Court system; and
mother time as opposite and distinct systems. We
nm not say that such a tactical method can never lead
"W%p sed to the fundamental principles
8 ---«otthﬁ laws of accarate investigation.
. His Honourthe Chief Justice told us that the inherent
. -<lefect in the Supreme Court system is “DELAY.” To
- thisthe Pioneer has come to add “LACK OF CENTRALISA-
FION **‘4_&;-; | wmnm weakness {Lack of centralisa-
, undermined the efficiency of the
“' ' : *”5? Wnﬁﬂhﬂion of control,” it

revious contentions divested the
4‘:.;;; f;ﬂm of its props to which we
ders. at we may now safely refute

: g{f“‘ 'tji{} (lt' 'tllii l"'ll)l(&alg lt]']llt)itlitlt:"

]
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The “oontrol" of uiy affair, machinery or busiuess b, e

_te(etenm to the mthod of, ararrangement for, ity man-

first instance with the nature of the affair, the sort of
bnﬂnmnndorhkon. and the quality of theiron that made

up the machinery. That a Butcher has the control of

hig knife doe# not make the material of the knifo blunt
or sharp. A good thing may be ladly umtwllml
whilst a dangerous luw may be wisely controlled o

 administered. But etficiency in the matter of control
does not make a goud thing of a bad law. Angd

what the Public of Nigeria are complaining aguinst
in the Judicial veform proposed is that a bad law
placed in the hands of men whe have all the conteo]

.| in their own hands caunot effect a good result iy

must lead to oppression, injustice, violence, and WIOny .
Centralisation ¢f Control in Judicial administrat:on
can only load to good rvesuits where the indiviilual in
whom such power is centred hus no centrol over th,
Legislation of the country. To centre the administy,
tion in one individual, and that individual vesle

Judicial, Executive, and Legislative powers is
a reign of terror for Nigeria.

! W |(}|

o ¢ reale

The Barrister who according to the “Pioncer” obtaiie l
a verdict in a manuer that did ne eredit to hig professio
commit.ed a moral obloguy for which he ig personally
respousible. Will it then h“e just to impose  an
unrigirteous law upon a whole o romnanity because one
Lawyer is guiltv of an action that did no credit to his
profession 7 The Provisional O ourts Ordinance is no
form, er professional regulation, o system of refi. Qs
to give uniformity to the prococdings of Lawyers: il i= ,
law affetting the rights and liberties of the people.

1

The limited space at our command c.ompels us to
defer our furtker comment till the next issne.

h—_———__

Quarterly Function.

T S g

The quarterly function of the NEW HIGH C1.ASS
SCHOOL took place on Thursday the 9th inst. Instead
of the usual address from friends, the Principal delivered
the first part of his long - -promised lecture on

David Livingstone, His life and work.
In declaring the School closed for the Kaster (one

week) holidays, he reminded it that withough their
percentage of passes (33 ofo) in the last public Exams.
was low viz: 2 Cambridge Locals, one Junior and
one Preliminary, 7 third class College of Preceptor8®

2 Lower Form College of Precoptors and 11 prize®
at the Local School Exhibition, yet those who failed

need not be dispmted but should muke their failures
stepping stones to higher selves: for ¢ The
viotory lies in the struggle, not the
prize.”” Heemphasized the necessity; for their own

sakes, of boys learning to prefer high failures to low
successes.

_M

We understand that application has been made to
the Government to found & Native Court in this
town. We hope that the question will be well eon-
sidered before a step is taken. There can be no Native
Court without a Native Code of Laws set down in

black and white. This is the only safeguard against

- that mis-carriage of Justice due to shifting interpre.

tations which is now complained against in such in-
stitutions.
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The Xagos Ladies League.

A RESUSCITATION.

Knomeing the intention of the Governor General, Sir

[‘fll!l NIOHRIAN CHﬁONIOLB

| Om:n..nce m&u us 7

The continned WR OD ﬂl@

emlmdien, Tbm priucipje}, w censider, represe

Frederick Lugard, with regard to this League the acting | 8 satisfactor y basis of jndicial n io this
Principal Medical Officer has addressed the following | Oolony a1 the presept time. . oo ’

memrandwm to His Honowr the Administrator: —

COPY OF MINUTE BY THE ACTING PRIN :
~ MED: OFFICER

- —— - — - . —

L)

‘ *
H. H.

Administrator

[ am very propared to detail a Native Medical
OMz2er for the purpose of visisting and attending npon
the sick poor.

There are various organisation§ in connection with
the different churches a part of whose duties consist of
visiting the sick and caring for those ia distress for
instance in connection with the Wesleyan Society there
isa band of women who regalarly vigit sick and poor
people and who meet from time to time o report cases
they have met and any relief or help they have heen
able to give.  In many cases medical aid is urgently
necded but cannot be secured owing either to the
peropie  themselves being too poor or the funds
of the organisation being insailicient’ to  provide
this. The appointment of a Native Medical Officer would
here be invaluable such an arrangem-nt wounld nos bhe
impossible for Department to provide. Details of his
work and duties could be arranged if His Excellency
the Governor General approve.,

[ think if His Excelleney the Governor General
would meet, in the first instance the Ministers of the
diflerent Churches with a view of securing the ce-
operation of existing organisations working under this
their direction, more practical and permanent result
would be secnred, than in creating a new organisation
for the specific purpose. I also respectfully sugrest
that in reviving the work done by the new defunet
Ieague the basis of our ~operations shonld be that of
Medioal relief and asgistance rather than of & Benevolent
agency—it is well known that the Churches arrange to
deal with matters concerning the deserving poor.

(Sgd.) W. BesT.
Ag. P.M.O.
s)lt)ll‘

iz Excellency the Governor General convened a
mecting on Monday the 30th March at 1 p.m. at
which were present a number of Ladies and Gentlemen
including:—-Mrs. Dr. O. Johnson, M:s. Dr. 0. Obasa
Mrs. Rufus Wright, Mrs. 1. Oluwole, Madam Madeline
Shepherd, Mrs. Selina Johnson and others. Bishops
Tugwell and Oluwole, Revs. Gritfin and A. N. Cole.

'T'he above correspondence were laid on the table and
lively discussions followed. The members of the
Leagne proved at that ;nvt g that the suspensien of
work was due primanlv diMcalties experiencod in
the matter of attendance by Earopean Doctors. Anothm-
meeting is tobe convened.

-—

—

- -

The inheren t waaknm mf a'l.l na ,q
tors has been, if we are t

tion of sonbrel & mntiﬂ ,tﬁ uiramm

system of jadicial administration if it ig to

. avery

the standard of efficiency that our people —
day their outlook ou such prai lers - v M
demand from it.

Te rather Mjudicious publication of s piece ﬁf

~correspomidence that bears in some measure on this

- In character.

-~ dealing with.

- should be made, as rare as possible.

- Ordinance, akls but little to the ﬂu‘ﬂnﬂth of the QP'

 pogition and less to one's respeet ter jte c
- Cases have arisen where a barrister, myonnif»haonly
to his client nmd his conscience (inthe ofder T

smed)
pleading in a Court the responsibility of whose decisiofh
wag diflicult to place, has succeeded in obtaining -
verdict in a manner that «id ne (n'edim Lispro -
and which the system then in force was inﬂ]lbh D‘
[ is in the interests of the honour ot ﬂm
Bar, and of the safety of the publie, that such |

This the Ordimnoe |

:;T{.: :

is planned to do. %
(n ¢mns der.ng any form of "G wcmmétﬁ“ we mm’

" at the same time, give elose attention to the mndlt!onyagf;--;;---:_

of the people to which that forin is meant toapgl.yyﬂ“ o
In Nigeria we ' find the eonditions to heextwmafymﬁ_j
The large coast towns conuin Rk PP A

. proportlon of welle]ucated p‘mpemuﬂcitlzena,

. actiony and affections of the peoplo.

— — . —— . —

e e ——

tribal rule has te a large extent 1st i ltd S‘I’IE ki on the
‘Inland, a di :-T;';q
ftate of allaire exists. Tribal telattonahipf"iﬂ’ s
inherent and instructive, with the msjm'lt? “the
people, but weakened by each point of cuutict with
civilization. In every part of the Colony an oum
feature is the wide divergence in the financial positio
of varions classes of the community. Owing"‘lwﬂx -
honnty of natare, it is postible thatan amemaﬂ man
could live on nine pence a day oreven less,  Cortain
is that the vast majority have nothing mora than

subsistence. In consaquence, Whllptberﬂ isno 2

|h0re 13 a m‘eater dispmpoﬁion betweﬁn thﬁ ; ;

monetary inconme of the poorest and richest
Yet another condition to be considered is ﬂm* ack,
publicity, which many years of dwef:)pnhmt b

education and in the means of comthunica
required to eradicate.

Under these mmcnlt c.ondmmw m:n\. ;mhn
congider whether the Ordinance wnder dis

X
(% F—)"'::'

‘provide for the administration of justios more
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 bias in favour, of the

aative Con "; amyed by the dists of an uudor—pmd
and ""..;’ff,nn!ldewducate«l cfork. Thntagreater measure
u%on 02‘ nlt but miaur senmnces makes ﬂ;i.s A

er of course, while the regularising of the process
', E rsndm even the smallest misdirection of

" LA o
Ll e ;‘-.
B e, By
=CEho, —‘ﬂ;’.‘u A5
- =

non fmmy argumants. ln the interests of the peuple
-"’%*’f"’“f'*"‘"’huve thanght it advisable to again support, against
2 "% many opponents, a scheme which we believe will
~ “wid the administration of justics' in Nigeria of many of
tﬁg&famugc that at present beset it.

From the Nigerian Pioneer 31]3]14.

(T?u Headline on the top or lhis article i3 ours
¥i. N.C.)
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THE ESSAY THAT SAME THIRD
IN ORDER OF MERIT FOR [HE
CASELY HAYFORD'S PRIZE

" Hative Courts in 0ld Tagos.
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By Mast. MARCELLINO SALLUSTIANO

JOAQUIM.
Age——18 Years.
Formerly in Lagos, cases were decidedl
wmot im buildings as we have today, but in

private houses or compounds by the King and Chiefs
-of the country; but the one known as Grand Court
was in the King's Palace. The men known as juiiges
in this Court were tha King, the Chiefs and some
wrise men called: “@sogbos”. Thoy decided the case

- of each person accordiug to his crime; they used to
‘N‘d& Civil cases and criminal cases. If two men
i & with each other and if they wepo tried in
. ahe Conrt, they will be fined and will be made to
fi yme amount to the Court, and this amount
e hen be shared among the King, the Chiefs and
. #he wise men. If cases as marder, theft or offence
. =geinst the Government came before them they will
% noi prolouz such cases before killing the offender.
I( l thief were bronght in to the Cours, the judges
'.i,}], not try him before they will command the execu-
*‘-ﬁﬂl& %0 execute the thief and to nail up his head
-:au a big tree in the big market place called “Qbun
nn" Put if one of the kings or the chiefs relatives
?-ehmmittod ane of these heawy crimes, they will not
£ ﬁli ht'm. but will fine him and banish him from
L_;o ‘country for some years.

. In cases between creditors and debtors. 1f debtors
rot ght inta o the Court, und if the judges found

it was trog that they owed the creditors, they
el them to ge and pay their creditors, and to
'unﬁp tht Court. If the Court fined any
f he were nnable to pay it at the promised
,‘ ’md his men to go and seise

~ caption of iy lelter viz, “ ASO EBI".

OHRON ICLE
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shout at the door of the debtor until he shall pay it
[f the money were paid, the Court used to give them
back their goats and sheep. If two persons quarrelled
about a land, and if they came to the couret, the
judges will first ask this question, whether they were
children of the same parents; if they answered “ Yes"
thoy will tell them to go and divide the land into
two parts. But if they answered “No" the juiges
will find privately the man who was the owner, and
if they foumrd out the owner, they will teli the
other not to Jdisturb him. Bat before the judpes
began to decide any case, they used to take their own
fees first.

Printed ay suwbmitled

— e T e - e e i

Lotters to the Editor.

Aso Ebhi

LLAGOS. NIGERI1A,
Gth. :\pl'il, I‘Jl-l.

To Tur EDITOR 0¥ “NIGERIAN CHRONICLE"
~ Sir,

Personully, I consider the community should be
grateful te Dr. Oguntola Sapara for the series of arti.
cles published in the various jssues of your paper in
connection with “Owo Asp Ivawo,” that inspid and
much to be, in fact deplorable system.

2. Itis delightful indeed to think that the Doctor

suggested, in any of these articles as referred to wbove
nothing else but sheer principles. In eivilized coun-
tries as faras [ am aware and even here in a few cases
the matter i3 just the reverse and as I do not in-
tend in this impression to dwell on the sincere motives
of the Doctor’s articles suffice it to say it is the pres-
tige of the “Bride” and her pareats which is being lust
by the custom which evidently animated them.

3. Following what I have just said in the 2nd
paragraph above 1 must invite your attention to the

The practice

is taking hold of the people and appalling as it ix,

-—

-

— g " ——

it 8 most obnoxious as » Custom.

This has only recently .come to existence and per-

. haps the Doctor might tackls and nip it in the bud ero

it is late. It 1s sickenning and I know vour hands a:o
full but feel sare you will not keep silent o.cr
such a degrading and worthless custom.
Yours very sincerely
Ay K'oTo.

Prouvincial Courts Sustem,

A GLIMPSE OF IT

[LOKOJA
N. N.
19"3;'14
To THE EDI?OR NIgERIAN CHRONWLE LAcCos,
Sir,

It would be interesting to inform you please
that after all your publication of the mal-treatmc:iis
to natives of Northern Nigeria with a Jew to chek
the undue-advantage taken over us in this part of
the world that it still continuo to bo Exercmad.
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I am & native born of Kabba (Igbira ¥ribe) but
living has caused me to reside et Calabar and only
to return bome once in a while to see my people.

My Expetie,uce this timu caunot be ﬁwgnttmu and L

ag 1 beliove it would add to your informgtion of
the condition of things out here, 1 hasten Lo acquaing
you about it. ’

On the 13th inst. whilst ﬂ‘iltfing in my house a
boy came and told me that he is gent by a man
called Ojegidi to call me; being surprised st the call
took no notice of it and told the boy likewise; @

little after a Dongari appeared and told e tba al
the Court wants me. I aecordingly clad np mynelf*

and went before the Asst.-District Officer “Okini’”’

who began by questioning wmy dress and object in
coming to my counlry.

L told him that the dress is bought with my money
and further, that I come to see¢ my old Father; without
anvthing further he says you are fined £10 because
vou were sent for and refused to come. Handled
me roughly himself and put’me into the Guard roem
in chaiug till I could send home and pay the fine.
Whilst in the Guard room, he came again saying, I
understand you bring plently of money. You're going
to pay the fine isn't it7 Attached Receipt speake
for your information. Being confident that your papers
ure the voice of helpless Nigeriang, T cherish the
hope of its voice in the matter.

Thanking you in anticipation for trouble takey,
I remain
Dear Mr. Editor,
Yours very truly

JOHUN TOBOANGER

:NCLOSURE.

“Treasury NorTrERN NigERIA,

1397/4
Station Okini
Date 13¢h March 1914.
Recelved from .John Tobvanga

the sam of 7%»n Pounds no  shillings |

and no pence, being  Court  fine in-

Jlicted on him in  caer, Okn No.3 1914
£10. 0O0s. 0Od.

Signature GREGOR MACGKEGOR
T'itle Asst. Dist. Officer.

Yo bo lcewed where speolal fo
do mnot exist.’ : ——

Whe is the Balouun?

To THE EDITOR oF “THS NrERiAN CHRONICLE"

Sir,

It is ramoured that a certain Balogun sanctioned.

that four personsshould asssult one man, and the re-
sult was the poor man was clobbed until he fainted.
Few hours after this man revived the Chief appeared

On the sceno and orlered the man tc be thrown on the
ground and the revengeful tin god jumped on his
back and begin tramping him under his feet walking

forward and backward on his victim. Is this ruo-
monr trne? Who is this Balogun and what i8 his

| govercly pdﬁiﬂﬁeﬁ?

name ?
Thanking you for gpace
Yours Truly
AX EXQUIRER
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| ut the Court Bstlvm; Fromd all scooun
Bowemimo sppear as the mt llah with s Jebad
wesembly is nmnym isters of Rel
Mohamedans, Pagax | s s ati '
of the Christian !Vw th&t_
War Chief #t s time when thm_]_f“"’
Dalomeasn, or Yorubs War ir ridicalons, sad umle
pom&un of Lbh! Chiﬂt"i! ﬁlﬂe of & Christis
against the mlem m M Pplaces-Lgen this Ok
tuincy can pass muster. Bot m ear th
object of the good folks who resuscitsted the
inebriated by the after dxnmr eoch of Mr. Bowens
“at the official Bangust of Juve 1912, Of what gooe
then is this Clueflnincy w ﬂw o

e  — ———

can Klaan from the apeeeh and comﬁ _ - hesrd
. (he Christian War Chief) is, to mﬁméﬂiﬁ
thorities and the Alakessmmug f. om Jethares
.‘ apprise them of the danger which threale
- countrv, and solicit them to gram i
presentative House of &mmbﬂy 3&(»
~ suspicion that these Political Revivals are
~shine, awd that the troe object a{ t‘m ings has
" not been digclosed. Some of {heﬁm m : «
- Christian War Chief in the conduct p " 5
- under the direction of & power nutside | e
16 determined to resign membershi n
registering instrument of an qu; 0
the people jastified if they consider
Meoetings as o demonstration by Balogun Bowy
with a view of getting into the B'D,, ;,g, hie £
sas reporied o have promised sapport fo the shop
keepers during their last agitation againsi the Bh
Order, which promfse the people s

- —

- ———

- — e ——
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i but at their last extremity the Bdbgpn

- ! took the side of the Alakeand his Secretary az ‘

;?:4

told the ghop kaepers to bbey the A
License. The Alake is gaid to mmm

War Chief, and gave him an mﬁnt for a

ing the repeal of the 'Hhops 0 +? A politician df |
mobile, Kaleidoscopie, | Prowln ‘hamele d Amoebje
dispogition is not werthy of wﬁﬂd‘ﬂ&. 'i?__ Phis i pa¥ilie
pinion of Bd nSovmnimd,“, ftical careet; Wak'

Expenditare Aﬁ&oum " P
your paper mtmg""' '

Ara not nome




in wit.h cornet, fluto hm-p

- msckbut, pealte ":.mddnlcrmar. what good will he do
ol ‘:“..--hitpﬁopla? A man who is an embodimens of the

| violent by ‘urns and nothing long, a man
whq ig inmhued by the absolute title Balogun
; ',,.i.e\ 8 Ohriltlln war Chiet and made himself

o ot Eatn Council ?

Bui‘ the admirers of the Balogun say, judging from
" ftu from*hm lips that their Chief has the deep-
S sympathy for the people re their sufferings under
/ ~-l(‘g'j-'if.-.f?mnn'n administration, and binde himself to the
| % hemeofa Repmentntivo Assembly for Abeokuta there-
fore will not lower his diguity by sitting in Egba
ouncil. The Balogun is all round Egba; how can one
~ Believe him, the proverb says Eniti o li gro meji lenu

‘#o le se oluku Egba. No one can understand or be
| ,tfﬁandqt an Egba man unless he is a double dealer.

Balogan Sowemimo hasu warm heart, honeved
tongr e: he is unassuming and social, carries generosity
vmeot rodigality. Hia good behaviour is
owing that his joyous hypocrisy cost him no
"’" 8o ich are the felicitous craft of the Chris-
A. B. Green imposed on

! Wa.r Chief who Mr.
Christian public of Ab~okura.

It is regutable that the Balogun has g0 conducted
-affairs as to lose public confidence to sach an exten,
that no one repudiates the rumour that is being cir.
gulated in town that this Chief is in favour of the in .
groduetion of House Tax into Abeoknuta.

It Mognn Bowemimo prepared to close his business
_Tbadan, pay his debts if any retire from the trade

tﬁd. residein Abeokuta permanently.? Only reﬁred
nen of independent means, however slender, sit in our

. Thbanking yon for space allowed,
| Yours trnly
ONIBUKU,

A Petition.

'i‘nn ILLITERATES Onxcg.
DoceMU STRERT, LAGOS
7th April. 1914.
‘Blr.

~ We the nndersigned princes and others repre.
-menting portion of the OOmmnnlty of Lagos hereby
umauly and respectfunlly beg to approach
dhes Gove: cut through you in manner hereidafter

% ;": e T - Elﬁko and thB Ex-Chief

: of ‘_wﬁioh, unfortunately resunlted in
e T l.u ‘l’l '. h.yg andertaken, at thg
€ ioe ity it 156 opoadd Chiet, to offect re-

NIGWAN OHRON IGLE

7

1914

4 " -1 - )
h.—-.,,—-“—- - - - - [ - - or - .

April 10!

That in this connention wa had several interviews
with the prince, at which we humbly supplicated him
for pardon on behalf of the deposed Chief.

That the prince uitimately expressed himself to us as
follows, that the Government ig hig main supporter and
protector from the date of His appointment as the Head
of the Royal Family of Lagos till today and seriously
considering the timely assistance rendered to him wher,
-by the defiant propensity of the deposed Chief was
effectively curbed and a serious crisis averted, Lc foela
powerless to yield to our untiring request for reconeiliv
-tion bul counselled to approach the Government
in the matter and that the reconcilliation de-
pends solely on the Government's consideration.
Hence the need of hereby most humbly approaching
the Government is, that it may be graciously pleased to
adopt such steps as would lead to the reconciliation of
both parties, and in mercy to pardon the deposed Chi«f
whom we have every reason to think is seriously
smarting under remorse of conscience and is peniten-
tially impelled to sae for Pardon and Forgiveness at th

hands of both the Governments and His Highness Princg
Eleko.

Awaiting your very kind reply.
We have the honour to be

Sir,
Your Obedient humble Servants

their

Prince Yesufu Oba X

Prinee Yesufu Dosumu X

Prince Fadeyi Dosumn X

Prince Falolu Dosumnu X
(Sgd ) Prince Odunsi Attin marks
| their

Princess Talubi Erelu

Hanidu Iginla
Princess Fashola Iji
Bakare Ajakaiye
Fatade Tokosi

Asani Giwa
T:labi Atitel
Tairu Otuan
Kasamu Akeoln
Jehoda Akiolu
Seida Akioln
Adamo Ofun
Princess Alimotu
Bashorun Savage
Thomas Seriki
Awere Dosumu
Sufianu Dosumr
Amboja Dosumn

b bt DA b b DA B DA A b R A

r

\ marks

| For ourselves and others

Equally interested.
To His Hononur

The Administrator
LAGOS.

[We know the signatories to the above petition

and we know the part they played in the disgrace-
ful episode which occurred at Isale Eko in Septemt.er

last. We are afraid that if tho Government shoula
lend them a listening ear it will be setting a pre_
mium on disloyalty. The whole question is one of
principles and therefore the decision arrived at after
mature consideration should be sapported and main-
tained. This is the only way to aveid a repetition
of that disgraceful incident which apart from anxieties
cost 8o much of the publie revenue for the protec.

1 tion of the lives of people by armed police. Ed. N.C.]T

-
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Segregation in a ﬂnl!gaﬂ p ﬁuﬁtﬁ

BLACK “8001 BFY STEWAKD" m mFFth’Lﬂ

A PALM SUNDAY TREAT.

To THE EDITOR oF THE “NIGERIAS CHRONWLE"
Sir,

gpace in your valnable journal to call the attention of |
the Public to an incident which took place immediately
after the morning Service at the Wcﬂlv}’un Methodist

,(‘ ‘hurch, Tinubu Square, on Palm Sunday the 5th inst.
I'he wife of our Distriet Chairman was heard remonstra

ting with . sidesman for conducting n native lady (a
wife of & Wesleyan Minister—a minister who acted us
the Chairman’s Deputy in that very Charch last year ) *
to the mission Pew where she (Mrs Grifiin), the Rev |
Griffin, and 3 other Europeans were sitting, and there
were space available, She felt very mnch offended:
and being unable to express her feelings, requested
the Senior Society Steward to warn his assistang |
against the reenrrence of what seemed to her a highly |
reprehensible conduet on the part of a sidesman
who led a native lady to a pew white people were
occupying. '

If this Pew is indeed a mission pew, reserved for
ministers and their families, wherein then lies the
blame of that man who led the wife of a native
minister to a pew she is rightly entitled to occupy.
if it i8 not to be inferred that the Segregation infec-
tion has found its way even into Wesleyan Methodism
exemplified through this action of the wife of our
Distriet Chairman.

The Revd. aud Mrs. Gritfin, I presnme, being no
regular worshippers at Tinubu Chur¢h, and if even
they are, sheuld not expect to have the Mission Pew |
referred to reserved exclusively for their use just
hecause Mrs. Grifin will not have native ladies, a wife of
a “Brother Minister” though she may be, sitting beside
her in the Church of God. To rid Lerself of thi difficnlty
I will certainly recommend, without prejadice, that in
the future Mrs. Griffin may make arrangements for her
devotional services at the Colonial Church where a
cordial welcome awaits her. But it is most regrettable to !
notein this connexion that whilst we werebeingreminded
of the scones of onr Lord's trinmphant entry into
Jerusalem on an ass, Mrg. Griffin was noticed as being

% God hath made of one bjwd ;1} the na
MINISTEK'S WIVEN- WHITE aXD HLACK. mh“pmmuym 4

above but our ﬂm'priie
the Native members of t-hﬁg Wegl
: wmemﬂnl oat hmwtbey re

Will you pleaso extend to mie thé courtesy of gurnl} 4 T2

late of Bankole Street, lm in the u

geria, West ed, who died
J.agos afdresaid on or nbom the lﬂih_ ds - Jul

~of Chapel Street.

' aforesaid en or before the

perplexed with trifHes thg whole time during this Palm
Sunday Service. The seriousness of this action—a riding
on this high horge of Negrophobism — is aggravated by
the faet that the Rev Oliver J. Griffin is the local repre-
sentative of the Wesleyan Migsionary Society and the
W.sleyan Methodist Church in England. Thir attitude

The African Timas &

s

_Price G.I. per copy 12/6 per annum.

———

Bdited vy DUSE MOHAMED.
A woekly Review of African' & Oriental Politics, -

Literature, Finance & Commirree.,

d by his wife insthe Hodse ‘of God wh
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Coast of Alrica, dec
in the year of our Lord oo
dred and thirteen at her I
probate of whose last WiLL
date the 27th day of June 1913 %tk
day of November "1913 granted by the o
of the Colony aforessid to Bimaou Ahimesz Johisom
therein named are reqmred w m;t-

in writing of their claims and. dem
dersigned as Solicitor for the M; ¥

Office Wykeham House, 47. [

after which date the saild E
pay and distribate the / s
among the parties entitled thereto, having 're
only to the claims or demands of which he shal
then have had notice, and that ‘he will notl He Heble
for the Assete or any part thereof ¥o distributed s
any person or persons of whose dabts m-
shall not then have had notiee.

And all persons indebted to (lu!
required to forthwith pay the Amount
respuctively to me the undersigned on
said ExecutOr. | ke
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Jeipam st - the. sl es8 of

”fi"dlﬂﬂ ; Buyiag, Belila 7 A geais 4;& Oontzadiots

| u dertakes all kinds of shipping and forwarding business for local importers and eeporters; re-

coiving and forwarding any packagesto the Northern and Southern Provinces in Nigeria o the
Gold Coast and any of the Porls of the British and Foreign Settlements on the West Coast of Africa’

l.l.qdh)’ Passongers by steamers or train can be waited upon st their residence, their
luggage and baggage removed to the steamers or railway station and shipped, the fares or raves paid

-and ' their pamgo or mailway tickets procured, cabins or carriage secured. and all necessary arrengements

made for them. .

“’m‘ can have their goods packed for them on their premises, removed and carried W
any of the Bhipping Agencies weighed, the freight paid, and the packages shipped.

. Boods can be cleared through the Customs House. Entries passed, daties peid and the goods

removed and carried to the prémises of the importers.

+ R5TE

sm,.' ‘“.nf'wﬂl be given and facilities provided in conunexion with the business of
KOhNnt Traders and Native dealers and Traders in cloths of native Manufacture.

fh‘ A’”oy will pack in carefully secured cases and iron-hooped bales all Native Cloths or
other goods of European or Native manufacture intended for shipment to any Ports on the West Coast,
and will ship and pass Export Entries for them.

Kola Nut TI".‘OI"O have only to call at the Agency and state their requirements: the Agency will de
the rest; will clear their shipments through the Custom House remove them to their promises, am in cases of

goods missing or lost, the Agency will make all enquiries on their behalf, recover where netessary.

a.’l. Mm.yos from Great Britain or the Continent or the West Coast, received and forwarded
with promptitude and despatch 'to all parts of Nigeria.

r‘. Agenoy keeps a well trained, competent and reliable stafl unde: the pessonal saperintendenze and
gupervision of the Head of the Agency. ,

NO extra charge made on original expense incurred or undertaken. Only a moderate commission is charged
for the service. o

7’.”0"0- Special attention given to Passengers for the Tin Fields of Northern Provineo their passsges
booked, luggage or baggage removed to the train or Steamers; packages cleared from Customs House, and

¥,

gorwarded o the nearest Railway Station in the Tin Fields.

I

The ".”y 'providel' a staff of competent men, who wil wait or attend on pass. 1gers proceeding or
arriving by Traln or Steamers and provides facilities for removing their luggage or baggage to or from the
“Prain or Steawars, and furnish them with Go-carts for their conveyance to their residence or hetels.
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Bank '0f Britist West ‘Arrica Lo

THE NMARINA, LAGOS >
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Mr, CLAUDIUS JOHNSON, ( rumml Murine: Kogineer end thlmmﬂl with lﬂ years
in the the Boyal Niger Coampany's Wurmhupand Bteamers and sowetime connectsd with L
shop Apsps, mnlartnhm fobs of all desariptions in Iron amd Brags, including repaira of Teocks,
chjaeg, Cyalea, Engines, Ship Hauls Pomps, &o. &e. .

Makar of partabls Iron Beds enftahle for travalling and Gocart Iran  Fitfings.
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(Pablhhed Anopaslly;
Mo @ tradlors thronghous the Wesld to cammaunis ’ WEHOLESALE indent promply axccutedat lowers

cash prices for all kinds of Rritish and con-

Sl anntactures ® Vealers | beoial zoods, incloding
of emd® ola . ? yooda.  Dusides being a eoTaplete com. | Book and Stationery
wistedal garde 20 fomdos o g subuebs.  The direc Boot, Shoes and Leather
lory CODtainy Ty o Chumic;‘ls and DrnggiWGSmdﬂvs.
‘i,g‘g, «i Mevchants ‘1, Chins, Farthenware and Glassware
wBh the Uolas they ship, :ng the Calonies and | Cycles, Moters and Accessories,
Drapory Millinery and Ploce Gowds,

Poodagn Heorkewn thoy mppl}‘ F G
) ! :
Biramehip Liues P e e

' wuro Muchiuery and Met
aianged ander the Porits to which they mil and ﬁ ‘E,I:;m:v \;:i? '_‘L.?W;:"mm
indicaging the approximata Sailings: Photographic and Optical Gooils,

Qminc lal Embe Rotlice Provigions ant Oiknes's Bknu. ol v, .,
of Ladipg Munufacturere, Merchnts, ie., to the p* Ceomuroissicn 240 a0 Bolo |
cipd provinoaml towns and indusiris]l conhbres of - lmdv Ine-anng wlowed, D
Unated SMS'..':* Ruecint Quotgites s saniit
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General Morchants

x porters: of any kind qof goeods reqrared, at cheapest prices!

From a FPin to an Anchor: please ask for guotations.

hmporters: o Coca, Cofee, Bbuny, Mahogany, Piassava, Ginger, Wase, Rubber, Ground NX”

Puilm-Kernels and ol i

Only 20jo Commission Jdaducted in our Accf Sabs!

Advances paid agminst B/L's on spec. agreements shro: Bank of British West Africa Ltd.
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ON SALE AT “KUMOLU BOOKSHOP.”
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For Boarders and Day Pupiis

. Pri:zipal: Rove: E T. Johnson,
( of the Unirversity of Londen )

curriculum of Work includes G

Subjects in the i.ower and Higher B!

of i.earning,
2unlls are prepared forv the dtiferent Zocal and Foreign Exami
Sicps are taken to give instruction ot the most approved l-ﬁ ‘

Courses of Wotk in which Pupils are propared imcludes:—

Profeseivns, Gryvernment l.ccal iaxaminations. Thear
Seiencics (such as Agricititure, ®hemistry, &c.) and Ge

For Terms, Boarding arrangements and
Apply to |
The Peincipal
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: Barrisor CASELY HAYFORD'S “Truth about the

, West African Land Question” May be had at The
- | Kamaln Boomh.op Nigerian Chromcle Office

Price:— ¢j0 M@
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A week lg reviene of  progress 7 }Mllhﬁl, CCONURILE
and comnerce; und of general news especrally as nf
Jecting  Nigeria
Fdited by CHRIS., JOHNSON

Puolishing, Office:
Kumolu House
Shitia Sh-nt,

l-l“! e
Post Office Box No. 288 :

T'o Subscribers.— Tn the work of gathering pews and

notes  on current events the Editorial Department
of THE NIGERIAN CHRONICLE solicits the co-opera-

tion of subseribers and advertisers from whom they
will ulways be pleased to receive information, persongl
or general, likely to interests readers.

To Advertixers: - THE NIGERIAN CHRONICLE is pub-
lished every Friday. To ensure insertion in the
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NEWS OF THE WEEK

HOME.

Our comment on the article “Some impressions of
Northern Nigeria™ which we culled into this paper from
the “West African Mail” in connection with the present
agitation relative to the Provincial Courts Ordinance is
crowded out of this issue.

A draft Statate entitled “An Ordinance to make pro-

vision in relation to Criminal lJaw and Procedure” to be

presented as a Bill to the Legislative Council and enact--

vd for the Protectorate by the Governor has heen publish
-etl for general information.

We would call the serinus attention of our readers to
this Draft Ordinance published in Gazette No. 26 of
April 23, 1914 more especially to page 15 “Enquiries by
direction of Governor.” We shall revert to this guestion
in our next igsue,

Friday the Ist of May— Amalgamation Dav—will be
obgerved asa Public holiday in the Colony and Sonthern
Provinee of Nigeria,

The Jatest issue to hand cf the “African Mail” con-
tains the Chief Justice’s memorandum on the Provincial
Courts Ordinance.
expect in ull fairness that ounr criticisms from the
sufferer's (the native) point of view will also appear

in exrtenso in another issne of that paper asonr (the
native) reply to that memorandum so as to give the
British public the benefit of seeing both sides of the
case.

It is only fair to expect and we do |

Egbha Government Secretary who arrived at Olomn |
from Abeckuta on Thursday 9th inst was picked up by

the train proceeding to Abeokuts at lfn on Tuaesday
14th inst in company of one Dan Lajide, he arrived at
headquarters same day. One wonders if he is a member
of the Bushranger Secret Society.

It is rumoured that a certain man by name of Jolansho
has been di of his Cocoa and Kola Nat planta-
tion at Gbekola after about 10 years occupation and certain

eminent | personages are
dividing the lpt'lﬂ& TR e kol o s

The British Gowmmmth',}_ orted |
a letter to the Alske snd Cou

 celebration of Oroffenuvi'l in

hxbinon of thuxmiv,, L
sioner has not yielded to their sntresl
the work of any of the Britist OTities.

\otmthgtandm,g tbe ing obiloary oL
in t.he colu,mnﬂofm Conten “The

the P olice. T‘h‘ - ,i;:l';z\ Vo dOD AL
deputation sent by the Alske snd
panied Mr. J. P. Jackson spd par
the intereat of ﬁlﬁf’ dsnure
township and ¢
ready to tn‘berlhedm#ﬁd a
to his position whea the prisoners cama
undertakers and grave diggers, What
to the mmnory‘fof thﬂ‘ ceashd, the &

,k !«%J-m? P 5}@1\‘1%
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“Jwo Aso Iyawo”.

(MONEY FOR BRIDAL DRESSES.)

We have been asked to express an opinion op
~ the interesting subject of “Own Aso Iyawo™ (money
for Bridal Dresses) contribnted to this paper a few
weeks ago. Question of a more vital moment affecting
the political freedom of our community has heretofore
claimed our whole attention and left us very little
time for the consideration of a problem of a purely
social nature. We have, therefore, very little apology
to offer if we have in any way kept in suspense thv
minds of some of our readers in this connection,

 The whole question, to our mind, briefly put is
the following:——

Is "!.he demanding by Native Christians from the in-
tended husbands of their daughters or frqm their
family, of a sum, the magnitude of which is ex.

pected to be equivalent to the social status of the |

Bride, for the purpoge of providing bridal outfit,
compatible with native custom, good taste, and the
gutare bappiness of the Bride elect 7 This we shall
answer one after the other.

.Dr. Oguntola SBapara who contributed the letters in
question was at pains to prove that the act is no “Native
Custom™ but a “habit” since it does not go back as far
a8 the memory of man; and as a relic of Transatlantic
Slavery its origin could be traced to “Siera l.cone
where it is regarded and palmed off as Yoruba Native
custom.” The Doctor was also candid in pointing ont
that the necessity for such a praclice arose from the
pecaliar conditions and environments in which the
liberated slaves found themselves, and for which they
were pot directly responsible. The guestion then arises.
was it over the practice amongst Yoruba people, prior to

the time they become victims of the Translantic Slave -

tmdé;rt‘o make a demand on the intended husbands of
their daughters for any purpose whatever ? This of
cdivgrso‘}‘md! us to a consideration of their marriage
rite '

~ 'The mythology of the Yoruba people places

- _-'.‘ }1’

AR
T
o o o

it' beyond doubt that from time immemorial it is

the man that proposes and wins tho hand of a

woman and not a woman the man. That it is the man |

or his substitute, invariably a female frien!, who is to
trgce the woman to her abode and there entreat her “to
~go with him and be his partner.” But the social con.
ditions which subordinate the will of the child to that
of his parenis and those of the parents to the good of the
- family«-—the preservation of an untainted ffunily history,
the question of the passing, social and political, of the
offsprings of such union, and the determination of the
lawfulness or expediency of the union—makes it impos

_sible for the child to act without the consent of hig

mmnts or his famﬂ}'.v:__&_‘fhl_e\gge it i8 that this question
whjqpeim&rhblr originates with two individoals must

s

———
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Mythology further attests to the fact that 1he huuling
after, or the purchasing of, a free born woms . Tor e
was not customary; although like the anciv. Romang
n free bornp man ls,&llowed to purcbxae a fenie slave
and raise her to the status of a wife. As a rule the
native begs the family of the Bride-to-befor his w.ir and
the Bride's family, if agreeable, consent andd grant the
request.  Kni fun ni 'omo se ni Vore (He that gioes you
his davghter to wife does you a good turn ) i3 an old Lime
siyving.

From the moment the cousent is given according
to custom, the young map becomes the son of the
new family which have bLeen so kind and good o
bim. His interest Lecomes bound with their gwy
interest and it is not unusual that such interests show
themselves in the two families. A Brilegroom glect
who acts the Oke eyi ko je ka rioke ohun, ie. who
neglects his duty, rans the risk-of boing set downas an
ingrate--whicli behaviour may be taksn ad an in lication
of hiseharacter, Thig pasving of the Bridegroom-¢lect into
the family of the Brideis necessary for two reagons:—

Firstly, for the family to be able to make a cloger
study of the yvoung man's character and disposition and
through him the fumily into whict their danghtoris to
be transferred. 8e ondly for the si:aple facl that the off.
springs of the union follow as a rale the destiny of
his father's family; and the wother's family have no
legal claim over them. The Bridegroomn-elect therefore,
whilst compensating in a way for the fature benefits
that may acerae to him from . the union, ras an op-
portunity of demonstrating his own capability and
efficiency to maintain their danghter’s off: srings:, and
also of showing the Biride's fumily the sort ol company
he keeps.

After this probationary periodlcomes the Ang ceremony
witen the asking and the consenting is again male a
puablic alfair of, and pres~nts of a siznificant nature are
exchangad to make binding on bolh sides the marptal
contract that is being con~lad «1. \ eandidate who is re”
jeeted has his presents returned to him, and his services
repaid. He is never permitted to go through the Ang
ceremony. Provided he is sunccessful, the divine wili is
cousnlted by both fumilies and a day is fixed for the
marriage. The Bridegroom-eleet and his friends and
acquaintance repair to the hoase of the Bride and
the prieste there perf rin the rites. The Dridle is broaght
out in thé company of hie: friende and handed over
by the Head of her family, or Lis representative, to
the Head of the Family of the Britegroom, or his
representative, who in turn calls ou! a matron in his
own household and hands the bride over to her
Hence yon hear of - Adetoin 1 gha ni fyaes (Adetoun
it was who received her as a bridle into the honse-

hold).

The ux;u:ns«-a 0 far on the oceasion of the marringe
are undertaken by the diflerent m ~nhers of the Brile's
family. bo'h on her paternal and maternal gide; and
aothing is demanded from the family of the Bride-
groon). It is Ill\\".l.\'h' the pr.:l-* of the p-_-nph- o be
spoken of as (o oaihi wiinn (a chilld of lon : hacage
and of numerons families). The Jdifferent robes worn
by the Bride that dayv are alwaye the gifis of the
Bride's parents or their relatives and form
nf H’HHI fl' ‘1 .ﬁ stit e :'_4/:].'1'0 1.6, hes Iu.‘sl't'i:l;,.'l‘ _.‘..'33'19
The presents - made by the Bridegroom to her
Bride-elect, an.l which wopre alwiays preserved by the
:!il’l’ﬂ p;u'uuts. SV whhlné, o owith the Brude to h"r

home,

;!nr!iwu
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gordd, Momodu stole goods from
s wére discovered and glven back

hﬁ‘}lll'hlld- 'Ehim .hilling. debt butwaon the

| ﬁm hlhﬁl and the gown retnrned

“Seri Kipouer v. Kuka. Kuka beat a cow belong
f to Plaintiff. The Alkali put Kuka in prison for

8 our ,,; nmw of 5 heads of cowries was paid

Ih:mm v. Alberi. Acoused stele silk gown

thn Alkali got gown back from the accused and give

mitt@d adultery with Abuye's wife, and Jato: was |

.......

it to the owner. The accused was flogged 15 lashe,
“Abuye v. Jato. The accused, named Jato, com-

in the market 15 lashes.
v, Beda. The accused man, Beda, fight

6
. Umora and strike his forehead. The Alkali put Beda
- in prison for a day.

- “Danmaba v. Abudulayi.
the goods ef white gowns with one native tromsers and | . herein eapressed

one caver cloth. The Alkali received all this property |

agd gave it back to the owncr.
thp mlrkat and flogged 15 lashes.

‘ e v, Abdul Kadori. Accused get in com’
llman&’s room and steal money value of £3 10s. Ud,
The Alkali send for the witnesses and ask them did they

see when accnsed steal. They says, ‘Yes.! The Alka}j -

“get the money and give it to complainant,
“The Alkali's compliments to the White Judge of '

Lokoja. "

Evcry dispute in which a womantis concerned is called

“mammy palaver” in the pidgeon English of West

| Afrm. and it will be seen that these “mammy palavers™

are as common in the Courts as matrimonial cases are
at home. They are as common i the Provincial Courts
in Northern Nigeria as in the Native Courts, and take

the forms of claims for divorce, fer the return of the .

dowry on a wife running away with another man or

assanits comnmitted on one woman by another, or by .

men on their wives. Whipping, when ordered by the
A[kali or by the Provincial Court, is, whenever possible.
inflicted in public. Everyone then knows about it, and
the West African native hates being disgraced in the
presence of others. In this way flogging hus a salutary
effect. It is inflicted with an instrument known as 4
balala,” made of leather, and not unlike a riding whip.
The flogger is supposed to hold cowrie shells under his

right arm to prevent the infliction of unduly severe !

lashes,

Thave is a great prejudice in many quarters in
)4 i Bat in West Africa it

Qeveleped people.” While imprisonment is
oﬂﬁ nithnr & farce or inhuman, or else wholly mis-
nderstood, flogging is everywhere a punishmeut re.
gnised by mm-. Nstive servants, if given the
\oice, prefdr - floggw wbdng ﬂ;ned fordalin

cus-

v g!‘dAuf
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Accased went and stole .

Accused was taken to

24,
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. sentences, and so are respousible for the Justice of
| them in the eyes of the people. For this reason on
' persons sent to prikon by a Native Court are confined
in & British gavl. No advecates are permitted in the
Native Courts, and in most cases the evidence is given
on oath. The fees and fines are at the disposal of tL
Emir or head chief, but if there is not one they
become part of the revenue of the prolectorate. [t
is important to watch these tribunals to see that briles
are not accepted. Any corruption of this kind can
be punished by two years’ imprisonment or a £50 fine.

From "“The West African Mail”

. — — i

of May 3, 1907.

Archdeacon Melville Jones in
“In Teisuvre Hours”

“The Religion of the Cross and
. the Religion of the Crescent—A
Comparison’’

(SPECIAL TO THE NIGERIAN CHRONICLR)
The Editor does not hold himself responsible 1@ the

Venerable Arcndeacon M. Jones inust remember that
. now, he is no longer dealing with our fathers, but with
' those who know more about the modern churchianity
- thun he supposed.

Owing to the limited space I will enly take a portion
 of his March contribution first und discuss the rost
- later; and I will not go outside this to reply him.

He writes “Islam is a great advance on Paganism
b b e - " and in reference to pagang, he
’ writes “Their belief in the need of atoncment as illustra
-ted by many of their sacrifices is another element of
trath. It may be their idea is -merely that they had
. offended their idol deity.....ccovvivenennnnn. or their fetish
| god isangry with them for some capricions reason of
which they are ignorant, yet they feel the need of
propitiation, and this is another ray of truth upoD
which the wise teacher will seize and briug out the
fundamental part of man's moral sinfulness and the

Atonement provided in the Sacrifice of Christ.” This
gelf-commitment i8 quite enough to seize for the present.

......

Now he says Mohammedanism is an advance on

Paganism, and I reply, sp=aking in atit for tat way, but
| with apology toother tolerant Christinns that Christianity
is a low and irrational sort of Paganism becanse: —

|  Firstly, its doctrine of atonement kicks against the
! jdeal fatherhood of God; no father would kill tho
\ beloved and innocent of his children for the crimme com-~
| mitted by the rest. If any father can kill his son at all
it will be the most rascally of them he would kill.

Secondly, it is incompatible with reason and common
gense; for no physician has ever cured his patient of
headache by knocking out his own brains.

Thirdly, i is against the principle of jvstice; for Bo
Court of Justice will imprison John for a goat stolen by.
James, unless the former be an accomplice to the erime

Fourthly, it denies the Justice of God, for represent- .

ing Him a8 punizhing the innocent in place of theguilty:.

" it denies the mercy and love of God for representing Him

. as incapable of forgiving or being satisfied until he has
: -omobody Shloodi e e B e
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Fifthly, it gives license to siv as a mere belief in it fs

said to wash away all sins.

Sixthly, it war never taught by any of the (reﬁ;t

founders of religion, and it lacks the stupport of histori-
cal evidence.

Seventhly for many reasons teo numerous to men:
tion now, ;

A cureful enquiry intn the principle of their gacrifices
will convince one at once, that the so-culled pagan®
of this time are far more sensille than the saints of Saint
Paul's times. '

_That the doctrine of Atonement is contrary to the way

of God ig supported by the Holy writ itsell: Exadus

xxxii, 3.3. “*
""M;‘;;

The Venerable gentleman must learn that all 'rﬂliﬂi(iﬁs-
of God from Adam 10 Mohsmmed are one . pnre

christianity inclusive.  Koran chapter ii, v, 285. that it |

is impossible to bea Muslim without being a chrigtiang
to use his own words in a way: that a musulman is also «
christinn uceording to the pure and simple teachings of
Christ himeelf which were perfectly understood by all
people of his time down to the fisherman (a rather
verdant clags of men) and not according to the Athanasing
Creed, or the Jugglery and trappings of the modern
dogmatistg that fill numbere of volumes and require
‘University course to partially anderstand.

[glam is a plain and practical religion that puts man
in touch with hig maker without priestly intermediary.
It has no mystries. It hos nothing in it bevend the
power of haman understanding. It has no priestly
orders nor dces it recognise a member of any parlicnlér
race as the anly person fit to be a Viear of ary Mozque
however great the Mosque may be.  Every musulman
black or white, brawn or ye«llow iv his own priest and i;
quite competent to commune with God withont £10.000
security to be deposrited in the bank of England! Luckily
for the world outside, that Jesus Christ was not horn in
Europe, for then either thera wonld be no place for a
black man in the Kingdem of Heaven or the bargain
he made more appalling.

-

ABbrL-Haqe.

Hlr Bowskill’'s Avrest.

The "\.nti--‘ilm’er}‘ and Aborigines Protection Society
h‘ﬂﬁ r.vcexvad the following communication from the
l'mip'ﬂll Office with reference to the arrest of the Rev,
1. 8. Bowskill which i¢ now issued for publieation.

COPY.
FOREIGN OFPFICE,
March 13th 19114.

e ——

S,

r

In reply to your letter of the 7th instant on the
subject of the arrest of the Reverend J. 8. Bowskill in
Portuguese West "Afyiea, ] am directed by Seeretary Sir
E. Grey to state, for the information of the Anti-Slavery
and Aborigines Protection Society, thut he has urgad
the Portuguese Government to institute a #trict enqguiry
into the causes of the arrest, and that the British Vice
Consul at Boma has been instructed to proceed to San
Salvador, as soon as he can do so with safety, and to
report fully on all the circumstances of the case,

I am to add that it is intended to pnblich in the
forthcoming Blue-Book any  paper  received after

I —— . —

December 31t last, as the inelnsion of snch papera.f
would only delay publication. |
I am, ete. |
(Signed) W, LANGLEY. ,
The Sceretary, |
Anti-Sluveiry and Aborigines Protection Society, '
21, Denisen House, |
Vauxhall Bridge Road, 5. W, :

LONDON. * .

|
|
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were introduced to w
owns. Dr. Solf and b

Niger for & tour of inspection in the G
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witnessed by Mr. F. S. James, 4.6, the
and a number of Government and railway oy
African Mail, Novoinber 7,197%.
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Dr. SoLp, the German Colonisl Minister, isdet :
tn suppress all forms of brutality in the German African
Adwinistration, He has caused Lisut.-Calone] von
. Schleinitz, commander of the N 3
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 Kast Africa, to be recalled 88 u result of enqoiries 1
| 88 10 abuses pe ed upon the natives by |

coloured 4 r
troops are never to be mppla,ed
withont the presence of a Eumm
that Dr. Solf was very wivuch :m
yemarkable absenee of all suckh inciden

Nigeria, and with the  altitue

by

hul-‘ﬂiﬂx the natives by ”l!' Admf'

a3

‘““NIGERIAN RAILWAY :—TIMET.
SPECIAL TRAIN ror HIS EXCELL]
SOLF, Secyetary of Stale! ; | £
IDDO SovTHERN NIGERIA fo K.
and RETURN. | L
27th September—3rd Ootobe

egual to 7 Days.
UP JOURNEY.
September, 27th.
Ibadan S 1:9{;
Ovo-Road Pass 19.11
Olodo . 15359
Lalnpon o b E o

September. 28th.

ZRERE EFE YT RTE AN EER T LR RS S

l]aﬁ y ‘&rr: 1.33 * 2 4 T
Dep: 1.42 | W. el

- s I'L
AR I T
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Zaria Arr: 23.30
o
September, 30th.

L R R R T g

Kano Are: 7.0




the above axtract from the Timo Table

“train showing the movement of His Excel-
during his tour in Northern and S8outhern

v A - 3 \da
AT o A

. Nigeris. From it it will ba seen that the Doctor did pot
~ spend *about 10 days in Northern Nigeria” but 7 davs
o b th what was then Northern and Southern Nigeria.

That the Doctor staved 23 hoursat Kane during which
4ime he might have seen the Emir; but it is impossible
Afor him to gtudy the condition of Government as to be
to express any valid opinien worthy of the puper on

ch it is wrilten
s nagsed Zaria At miduight staying only 20 minutes
<on the *Up Journey™ and 1 hour and 2 minutes during

v

daytime on the “Dowa Journey.”

At Ilorin he only waited 10 minates and 30 minutes
MM“TW and the latter occasion was between H& Gp.m.

At Oyo-Road which is so many miles away from the

<ity, the Doctor's train simply passed at night and mid-
night withont waiting.
: m:‘ ﬁnrmmrn is ﬂﬂly to show that the Dr. who iga
S pﬂf&ﬂl‘m iger to these places could not have been
. syery much impressed with the remarkable absence
"~ ofall such incidents in Northern Nigeria and with the
attitude generaliy adoptad towards the natives by the
Administration” in so shorta time. Fd. N.C.]

Lotter to the lditor.

Qu ppointment into the Financial |

Mlﬂtﬂfg Board of Abeokuta.

TO THE EDITOR oF “TAR NIGERIAN CHRONICLE"
Sir,

~ In one of the issnes of your Contemporary the
Tunes of Nigeria," the Editor enquired why was
not Balognn Sowemimo appointed a member of Egba
“Council? and in the latest igsne it wasannounced that this
<hi ef has been asgigned a seat in the Financial Advisory

I congratulate your

Board of The Egba Government.
cotem a Centurion of old —in that a simpls enquiry
from him inspired the invitation to the Balogun.
Bat I must emphasize the fact that the action of
Edun's administration is impolitic for inviting this
’Qhﬁf to adwire the Government on its financial
matters, knowing that this man does uot live in
Egba land or any of its provinees: that his premanent
place

 and this chief does not directly or indirectly contributa
e tnihi? yventue of the Government, Is the invitation
e intended to recom the Balogun for expenses

inenrred, and his donations daring his installation ?
Or is the invitation extended to this Chief for the

purpose of keeping him under the surveillance and

will of Edun’s Administration? Will Balogun Sowemimo
g countenance the invitation ? We thank your Colem
for hi# solicitation about the rights of Egba Children
. and therefore hope, he will not inflict on his readers
. another enguiry why another aspirant has not been

e L. e

ppuinted Sarunmi Elesin i.e. Chief of the horse or
Sarunmi Onibuku or anything for a title. Nobody
gruilges thege people the reward for their devotion
ly political party that exist in Abeokuta

' o

Administration. But such ill gotten prefer.

you for kind indalgence

ee enatakeo . G MEABINUORE,
April 16, 1914
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two artioles from ithe “African Mail ™ (the | Continued from ;0 2
hases are ours) are so contradictory to facts that we |

Thus we see that throughout tiv * period no demand
of any nature is made on the Bridagroom btint what
comes voluntarily from him the—Bridegroom-elect from
personal iutorest always keeps to precadent,

The slave away from home and friends has no
choice: and an abnormal act committed under an ab-
normal condition oannet be taken as a standard under
normal conditions. 1f the Christian native feels that
he is friendless and withont any relation to ezl
his own, & Ao lura, be is at liberty to adopt the ab-
normal proeedure, demand money from the intended
hugshund of his or her daughter for any purpose
whatever: but that can never make such an act a
ndlive custom.

To be Continned

The RNigevian Pioneer and The
Prouiucial dourt Orvdinance.

Other conditions mentioned by the *Nigerian Pioneer'
as existing in Nigeria, besides “Tribal relationship™
which we deult with in our last issue, and which it said
ought to be taken into consideration in the form of
Governwent best suited to u2 ave:

(a) the wide divergeace in the financial pesitions
of various classes of the community

(b) *lack of publicity which many years of develop.
ment both in education and in the means of com-
munication are reqguired to eradicate.

Repeating what we enunciated in our last that the
“forin” of Government that holds in any country

depemds on the moral and inklleclnal dispesitions o
its psopied, and that law by themnselves are quite di-.

trict from the structure of the Governing body froma
which thos<e laws ema:ate, it will be eviden’, that whilst
“lack of publicity” may and does hear on, and influenc®
the structure of a government, divergence in the
monelary qualifications of the classes forining the com-

of abode and business is in a foraign Country,

| connection,

munity plays no determining part whatever in tha®
But a Government constituted on “force’
carries with it the germ of its own desiruetion and,
agreat wust be the fall of it,

(iiven the foregoing conditions viz tribal relationship,
divergenee in mounetary income, amd lack of publicity,
the “Nigerian Pionesr" raises the question as to whether
the Proviacial Courts Ordinance will provide for the

| administration of justice more cheaply qnickly impar-

| quick, impartial and public.

tially and with a greater measure of pnblicity than the
previous system. One natmally expects the Pioneer to
prove how the Ordinance would make jostice cheap,
Rather than this he

. quibbled, and simply reiterated the question he raises

i the richer litigant is unavoidabie,

by saying “of its cheapness and rapidity there seemns to
be no question’.  Thiy is not an answer but a hegring

| of the question.

Bat the most, to us, astonishing siatewment of the
“Pioneer” is the following: -~ If they (cheapness and
rapidity) be granted, a large measure of impartiality
must also be ceded for without those twe gnalities
which the old system sadly lucked —an bia< in favonr of

Stated logically the

argument runs thns :
. Cheapness and rapidity are gualities conferiing
impartiality in Judicial decigsions and does uot give a
- bilag in favour of cicher litigants,
The Old systemn of justice sadly lacked cheapnes; and

rapidity.
\  Therefore the Old system of justics scully lacks in-

partiality and confrrs a bias in fevour of the richer
litigant. ... ... cosi
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Are wmtq nml-' tand then the “F knub" ." L
that undef #He l)h:‘f fysten, (}ullt(}i‘l‘nf‘il:enc;j ustice; o is
this intended for “a veiled attack” on the Dispensers |
of Justice 7 Men really live to learn. Tmth is one
and indivigible; prevarication alone shifts grou |
Q i Pioncer tells us with one breath th :Km liament 'passed in the 23

years of developmént both in education and in the ; and 23rd years ofithe Reign
Imeans of communication are required to eradicate : e 0 Her WE. Ocfiety Gries
liwck of pulallCltV' and With ‘ - i&ny “ry
“that o greater measure of m?ity ‘will be possible
(under the Provineial Courts Ordinance) cannot be
uinsaid " because all but minor sentences will be re.
viewed by one man. s it correct to say that becauge
one individual reviews a sentence therefore that
confers development both in education and in the
means of couimumcqhon to the whole conulm Wg
leave the "Pimlei’r’ to answer this question.

Bnclnr s suicide while on
!!unegmotm..‘ o s solsdl

‘s ¥0E3s

' Iﬁf"ﬁi’;"’m

“ ol

i . .

FrROM THR DAILY CHRONICLE'S CORRESPOWDERT,
Milan March 26. -
The mystery of u Scotsman named Mac Kinnon, who
was misged from his hotel .at Naplee* ye!mrday. has |
been cleared up by the discovery of nis body in a hotel
bathroom at borrentq It was found that he had open- -
ed his veins with a penknife and bled himself to
death,

in writin of t«heir cla ;mt !
»sdmisnad a8 Soliciter’ for the K aid Execy
Offica Wykebam Housy; 47. Bilogun’ Street in Lagos
aforesaid on or before tha 31:t da May. 191

Dr. Daniel Mnc Kinnon had praet for gome years | .urw 2
as 4 medical man among the Bnhsb lét':‘;dlonv in Nigeria., ﬁ tb
He was on a honeymoon tour with his )oung wife who 10,‘%0 t.;
gives her age as 22 and her maiden name as Jessie Ma.ry :;’eg HaVe gacd'

Williams. She gays she isa Londotier and was ‘alread y Foy ithie!: A ASGtE
a widow when she met Dr. Mac Kingon.' """ ag; person *or | _

After being married in London last month the :
couple came to Naples. The husband went out of ’hﬂn’&omhw havemw &a;~ 6% IR G ol
the hotel saying that he was going ito; settie zome | ém G AT b bR 5, {a
banking business and send somn,,, teLegmms. He "qw Py . ek f: Tivia

ively, to,.me the sundmﬁgdod'

gaid Executor. sk
. Dated at Lagos, this 26tk day ofBebFiss

. >, _': % j
R £ W ll‘ ;
M N Bsdﬁiﬁ' Lso

arrived at Sorrento'late in the eyening and entered
an hotel, saying that his wife would come on the
following day. "

Next day Mrs Mac Kinnon arrived and ldentnﬁed the
orp se.—The Daily Chronicle M arch 27,1914.
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