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. >EDiTORIAL 
.', SIERRA 1,EONE·: SOLDIERS Al'm ' 'por"rnCIAl'lS 
. CONS EQ UENT UP ON the general electiGll on March 17 
the-- ~ Governor-General, Sir Henry Lighffo ot-Boston, ap-:: 
p'ofnred the Opposition leader, Mr. Siaka..Stevens, as Prim~· 
Minister. But, within minutes of being swo~ i~ on, 21 March 
the new Prime Minister, Mr. Siaka Stevens, was placed 
unc\er restriction in State House in Freetown by the army, 
then headed by Brigadier Lansana, which declared martial 
law and accused the Governor-General-who was also res­
tricted in the State House-of acting unconstitutionally. 
It is this initial charge of unconstitutionality... which triggered 
off the series' of dramatic eyents resulting in the take-over ­
by the- young Majors of the Sierra Leone Army. 

Did the Governor-General act unconstitutionally as ' alleged -. 
by Brigadier Lansana, who obviously-might have acted on 

. the initiative"' of Sir Albert Margai, the outgoing' 'Prime Mi­
nister? Accord~Dg to recent mor( r~able figures Sir Albert 
Margai's 'SIejra Leone People's Party' w.on 21 seats, Siaka .. 
Sf evens' 'AlI People's Congress' 32 seats, Independent~si:ats. 
On Hi.e evieenc6 of these. ffgures-W~·Ch make-Unreliable 
the . ?riginal~ official figures of S.L.P.P )32: f·P:C. }2-Brj-
gadler I.ansana~s charge of <'uncon ~ality" agal.DSt 
the Governor-General sounds-,>~xtrem$'ly absurd. 1!he original .!I 
official figures ma<le the election appear a "dead heat", and, 
most probably, Brigadier I1ansana believed that in .such 
an eventuality, Sir. Albert Margai and his S.L.P.P.- could 
"intrigue" back into power. The young Majors, however~ 

by seiZing ~ower made it difficult for Lansana to have his way. 
It is an African tragedy that Sierra Leone-a country \... 

with a tradition of conducting peaceful elections aI;ld a tra- I 
dition ' of municipal government (traditions which date· 
back to '1787)-should have missed the historic opportunity 

- of becoming the first modern African country to change 
its goyernment peacefully and constitutionally. Did the. 
young Majors who have now unconstitutionally· seized 
poijtiGai: ~power act in the best interests of Sierra Leone in j 
partICular ana Africa in general? Given- the confused Sierra 
Leonean conditions and the assumption of political power _ ~ . 
by soldim in many African countries, the question does 
not adffiit of an easy answer. However, it,..is clea.r~ given _ ~~ 
the latest election figures, that j:he Governor-General was 
acting perfectly constitutionally""and it was ratDer Brigadier 
Lansana who was-acting unconstitutionally. Also, tfie people 
of . Sierra Leone demonstrated qVite clearly . in democratic 
.elections that they wanted Mr. Siaka Stevens ' to be their 
Prime Minister. Furthermore, Mr. Siaka Stevens' A-P.c. 
was going to challenge the legal validity of the five S.L.P.P . 
hndidates WD~ were declared' unopposed, and who helped 
to give the S.L.P.P. an overa!), teta! of27. Given these factors, 
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Africa 
smRRA LEONE'S TURN 

By 
K. A. B. lones-Quartey 

AFT E R WEE K S of unrest, of high speculation, 
and of predictions of varying degrees of inaccuracy 
by some of us, Sierra Leone too bas g"one the way 
of all the contemporary African regimes which 
have so deliberately chosen the path of corruption 
and sheer stupidity: the Army has put an end to 
the nonsense of the politicians. In Freetown too 
the now familiar signs are up: "Army [ or '"'Army­
Police"] Take-over", "the Constitution suspended", 
"Parliament dissolvedl>~ "political parties abo­
lished", "politics prohibited" , etc., etc. 

But the "etc., etc." in these cases is often more 
significant than being merely an abbreviation 
indicating that the writer has come to the end of 
the series but has to pretend there is much more. 
jo these cases, "etc., etc." could mean: in addition, 
"the President [ or former Prime Minister] has been 
assassinated [ or arrested, or detained] ", "all 
former Ministers have been arrested and put into 
protective custody", and-more et ceteras ! . 

One was for the time being struck to see that in 
Sierra Leone both the old and the new Prime 
Ministers, Sir Albert and Mr. Stevens, had to be 
detained. Whatever difficulties Siaka Stevens could 
be charged with having belped to create in the past 
-and one remembers the Independence and 
Queen's visit episodes-Stevens can hardly be 
saddled with the "democratic collapse' of tbe last 
few days. This collapse, from all the factual 
evidence we have placed before our readers direct 
from Freetown, would seem to have been squarely 
the responsibility of the ex-Premier and some of 
his ill-advised junior colleagues and self-interested 
aids. 

As far as the direct fate of these ex-Presidents 
and Prime Ministers are concerned, one can only 
be thankful that Africa has not yet "made the 
grade" in this matter. We have not quite reached 
the stage, in other words, of such revolutionary 
incendiarism as has been attained in South America, 
where they are said to sing, every now and then: 

He was the best President we ever bad, 
He was the best President we ever had; 
We were happy when we got bim, 
We were sorry when we shot him, 

. the best President we ever had! 
Africa has not yet reached that stage of happy 

and frequent regicide; indeed we have only just 
opened this unexpected era of modern political­
change-by-violence. But at our rate of progress 
we shall soon enough arrive at the South American 

standard. There are now only a few black states 
left on our continent in which changes of post­
independence governments have not been effected 
by military coups of one level of violence or a 
higher. And as long as the dictatorial, one-party, 
corrupt tendencies continue to hold sway over 
the new school of politicians, so long will the 
coups, the threats of coups, and the expectation of 
coups continue. There can be no other alternatives. 

This latest one, Sierra Leone, is already uDique 
in a few but intensively interesting aspects. First 
of all, the change of government occurred while 
the country was still a Dominion of the British 
Commonwealth, under the onginal Statute of 
Westminster 1931, since modified to accommodate 
certain cbanges in the style and nature of political 
allegiance within the group. Sierra Leone was a 
Dominion at the time of the fall of the Margai 
Government last week, with Elizabeth 11 as its 
constitutional Queen and Sir Henry Lightfoot­
Boston as the Queen's constitutional Representa­
tive. Thus the detention of Sir Henry under house 
arrest while still Head of State in the Queen's 
place raises a constitutional issue so far without 
precedent in the history of these many coups in 
ex-British Africa. 

Secondly, the situation culminating · in Sir 
Henry's appointment of Mr. Siaka Stevens as 
Prime Minister, over Sir Albert Margai, was also 
without contemporary historical parallel. Consider 
the facts. (1) Sierra Leone has almost achieved the 
comparative miracle of a peaceful, democratic 
post-independence change of government, itself 
a unique record. (2) The dead-beat finisb of the 
race for parliamentary seats by the two parties, as 
reported in all the newscasts, is , however arrived 
at, as improbable as a ooe-in-a-millioo chance. 
(3) The Governor-General then decides to invite 
Mr. Stevens instead of Sir Albert Margai to form 
the new Government, even before the final count 
bas been officially declared. 

(This action, we insist, was unconstitutional, to 
say the least, even if we grant that it could also 
have been validly a matter of discretion, and that 
it reminds us somewhat of the F orbcs Burnham­
Cheddi Jagan episode of 1965, when the colony 
of British Guiana was changing into the present 
'Gominion of Guyana.) (4) The intervention of the 
Army Commander, Brigadier Lansana, at precisely , 
this point, is equaUy queer, even granting his 
charge of unconstitutionality against the Governor­
General. (Brigadier Lansana may claim prescience 
for his act, but that is now unprovable and leaves 
intact the suspicion of those who believe that the 
timin.g of his intervention bespeaks a prior collusion 
between himself and Sir Albert.) (5) This justifies, 
at least in their own eyes, the second intervention 
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and real coup on tbe part of Lansana's junior 
officers, wbo act with lightening speed to prevent 
tbeir chief " imposing" the unpopular Sir Albert 
Margai back on the people. 

Most devastating of all the unique acts of this 
drama is the latest development Cas this article goes 
to press): that of the cancellation of the invitation 
to Lt.-Colonel Genda by the National Reformation 
Council to return home from New York and bead 
the Council, in a position analogous to tbat of 
Lt.-General Ankrah. 

"He who hesitates is lost" cao well become the 
epitapb to Colonel Genda's career, if first im­
pressions of his reactions in New York are not 
false. Certainly history will record few episodes of 
such high drama and poignancy as this: in whicb 
an unknown soldier, turned diplomat by political 
displeasure, is handed a glittering spot in bistory 
on a golden platter, only to see it witbdrawn from 
him as abruptly as it was unexpectedly offered, 
because be was too dazzled by tbe gift~or so the 
reports have it-to stretch out his hand in accept­
ance. The place so ready-made for him, at the side 
ofk.ings and presidents, is now occupied by another 
new lDall and previously unknown fellow-officer, 
Major Jackson Smith. 

It is not known yet-though it may be so by 
the time tbis article is in print-what act ion the 
Dew Reformation Council may take with respect 
to the ministers, functionaries, and politicians of 
the just-fallen regime. Nor is it my place to offer 
them any advice on this score. One can only Dote 
with anxious interest some of the immediate 
developments arising from the Army-Police-ecboes 
of Ghana !-take-over. ..por instance, we note 
what amounts to the confirmation by the N.R.C. 
of Sir Albert's choice of new Chief Justice, Me. 
Gershon CoUier, the man the Bar Association said 
would "not command the respect of the Bar ... " 
(see my previous article ill Legon Observer II, 4, 
p.8). Judging by the volume of opposition in the 
anti-S.L.P.P, press prior to the take-over, one 
wonders also how the Siaka Stevens forces feel 
and what tbey will eventually say about the 
retention of Mr. Berthan Macauley, Q.c., as 
Attorney-General. Perhaps no other aid of the 
ex-Prime Minister, except Collier in recent months .. 
has incurred more general displeasure, even 
hostility, among Sir Albert's political enemies than 
the brilliant draugbtsman of the ex-Prime Minister's 
laws ... . 

At the swearing-in ceremony for the Bench, a 
question of great interest is said to have been 
raised by Sir Samuel Bankole Jones, former Cbief 
Justice unceremoniously kicked upstairs as Presi­
dent of the Court of Appeal Conly) by Sir Albert. 
Sir Samuel is reported to have mentioned his 

unease about the constitutional purity or otherwise 
of the new oatb he was about to take, witb consi­
deration being had to tbe status of the one he had 
taken before and the circumstances of the present 
requirements. Sir Samuel is a meticulous lawyer 
and jurist, as everyone knows; his point raised the 
same immediate doubts about the constitutional 
position as have occurred to other people with 
respect to the Queen's representative at the time, 
now also being referred to as "the former Governor­
General". But Sir Samuel should be tbe first to 
recognize that a military coup, or other UD­

constitutional method, which' overthrows a govern­
ment automatically renders null and void, for the 
time being at least, all existing political arrange­
ments except essential functions and services. And 
these are also automatically disconnected from the 
framework of tbe previous allegiance under which 
they were operated, but which are now cancelled, 
or at least suspended. For tbe time being, surely, is 
it a matter purely of "new king, new law" ? 

To African nationalists the real worry about 
Sir Sam's question is not bis probable meaning, 
but whetber it does or does not recall the traditional 
conservatism of Sierra Leonean politics. Are we, 
in short, likely to see a rebirth of the phenomenon 
we all used to extol as "Ancient and Loyal Sierra 
Leone", at a time long past the middle of the 
twentieth century, in revolutionary--even if messy 
-Africa? 

Post-Script: 

Since this anicle wellt /0 press, direct information has 
been receil'ed from Freetown which: 

(oJ Rejects the charge of ul/constitutionality against 
the ex-Governor-General, by il1sisti'lg~ first. 
that in fact all the votes had come in and 
the trlie election results known; and secondly, 
that constitutionally as well as discretionally 
Sir Henry Lightfoot-Boston had had el'ery 
right to appoint Mr. Stevens new Prime Minister 
over Sir Albert Margai; 

(b) declares categorically that the true resull 0/ 
the election was not the so-called "dead-heal" 
pronounced by the Sierra Leone Radio and 
echoed around the world, but a clear, heroic 
victory for Siaka Stevens by 32 seats to 27, 
with 5 sllccessful Indep}!ndents most of whom 
have already declared that they had at no time 
crossed any "carpet" over to the s.L.P.P. 

Thus the position is claimed to be fhat Lansana's original 
non-coup in fOCI robbed the majority of the electorate 0/ 
their constitutional, democratic election viclory and Ihlls 
smashed lhe triumph of democracy for which the world had 
hoped. The Army-Police take-over is thus looked upon as­
though originally unnecessary-the real sall'afion of an 
otherwise impossible, infolerable, and explosive situation. 
It nevertheless means that this has created a restless, "cheated­
feeling" 1IIojorily of volers whom the new Government may 
have difficulty pacifying. 

gi?e':~~~' ~fmw::: ~e f~~n:n't:{::d/~:J::r~'~j::tio:of 
power as the official reason for Ihe change of Chairmansllip 
from Lt.-Col. Genda to Lt.-Colonel Juxon Smith. Mean­
while, the position of Colonel Genda slill remains a personal 
tragedy. 
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Education 
UNIVERSITY AUTONOMY AND 

ACADEMIC FREEDOM IN GHANA 
By 

L. H. OJosu-Appiah 

T!oIE HIS TOR y of Kumasi College of Tech­
nology was somewhat dilferent. It was establisbed 
by Government Ordinance in October 1951 
during tbe first C.P.P. administration, and opened 
in January 1952 witb 200 Teacber Training 
students transferred from Acbimota. It was 
therefore not expected to be run as a University 
institution. But it did have a Council witb a 
good deal of autonomy. Although an Enginee­
ring Scbool was established in 1952 it was not 
till 1955 tbat tbe College started preparing students 
for London University External degrees in En­
gineering. There were no plans at that stage to 
have a special relationship with a Brit:ish univer­
sity, and most of the mistakes made at the time 
were due to lack of planning. The Government 
occasionally threatened the authorities of the 
College because they could not see that anything 
good had been achieved in spite of the enormous 
amount of money spent on the College. Eventually, 
after a strike of students, the second Principal 
had to leave, and Mr. R.P. Balfour was appointed 
Principal. The College staff did not have the same 
years of apprenticeship in the running of academic 
affairs, and an authoritarian system was develo­
ped which lasted till the overthrow of the C.P.P. 
regime. 

Struggle for Autonomy 
The struggle for university autonomy and 

academic freedom really began in ·May 1961 
and was limited to the University College at 
Legon. The first indication of trouble came in 
the last week of May when an undated letter 
from tbe Office of the President signed by Mr. 
E. K. Okoh informed the Chairman of the College 
Council of the impending change of status and 
continued : "You will appreciate that under these 
circumstances aU appointment of members of the 
academic staff wi ll be automatically terminated" . 
It was also in this letter that it was revealed tbat 
ex.patriation allowance. abolished in 1950 by the 
Colonial Government, was to be restored. Protests 
foll'Owed and Nkrumah was forced to witbdra\v 
the letter. But soon a second letter to the Chairman 
dated the 25 May 1961 , and signed by Mr. 
T. K. Impraim made it plain that there would 
be dismissals before the' changeover to University 
status. He states that "The Government cannot 
blind itself to re-employ as academic staff at 
the new University persons who were recruited 

specifically for tbe purpose of teaching (sic) 
a University College founded in colonial times 
and in special relationship with the University 
of London ... It seems to the Government best 
to negotiate upon an individual basis in regard 
to each case where a reappointment is not made. 
Osagyefo the President, however, wishes me to 
emphasise that the Government cannot under any 
circumstances give an overall undertaking that 
all existing academic appointments in the Uni­
versity College will automatically be continued 
at the flew University." 

The Cbairman of tbe College Council did his 
best to reason with the President, and in a letter 
dated tbe 26 May 1961 examined the legal and 
academic implications of the government's threat 
to d.ishonour the contracts by not reappointing 
some members of the staff. The principle of aca­
demic freedom here involved is that it is the 
rigbt of the University College and not of tbe 
Government of Ghana to dismiss staff. Sir Arku 
stated among other things that, "As the situation 
is so extremely serious, will the Government 
please authorise the Council now to issue a 
general statement to the students that the Govern­
ment will take every measure possible to ensure 
that there is an adequate acaderruc staff in October 
to enable the students to complete their courses. 
This statement could not be made unless the 
Government agreed to the withdrawal of the 
paragraph in the first letter referring to applying 
for re-appointment." The Chairman of the Council 
did not get a reply to his letter. Instead he got a 
copy of a letter sent to the Principal dated the 
27 May 1961 and signed by Mr. F. W. Beecham, 
an old student of tbe College. In this letter Nkru­
mah repeated his threat to dismiss some members 
of the College staff. It is stated that " The Govern­
ment has decided that all assets, liabilities and 
agreements entered into by the former colleges 
should iu general be assumed by the Dew 'Univer­
sities. With the changes which are to be made, 
bowever, in these institutions, it may be necessary 
to terminate certa;n appointments and to revise 
the conditions of service of others. In such cases, 
negotiations will be undertaken with the persons 
concerned on an individual basis" . 

Weakness of Academic Board 

If the Government of Ghana expected a violent 
reaction from the University College staff, it 
did not get one. The Academic Board passed a 
feeble resolution on the 3l May 1961 in which 
it stated that the Government bad not made 
it clear whether it was intended that any members 
of staff would have their appointments terminated, 
tbough tbat had been clearly stated in all the 
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three letters sent to the College! There was no 
formal reply to the resolut ion. Instead, in the 
middle of June the University College Council 
was dismissed over the radio and an Interim 
Council consisting of Cabinet Ministers and 
four members of tbe Academic staff was esta­
blished . An Interim Vice-Chancellor, Nana Ko­
bina Nketsia IV, was appointed to begin the 
new era. Then followed the dismissal of six mem­
bers of the Academic staff. The reaction of the 
students was swift and predictable, and only 
the police prevented them from marching to 
Flagstaff House. The Senior members, as was 
to be expected, were divided, and two protests were 
signed. One was strongly-worded and was spon­
sored by the majority of expatriates. The other 
was very mild and was the work of the majority 
of the Ghanaians. (One gathef.s that it was given 
to Nana Nketsia to be taken to Nkrumah, but 
it never got to him.) The most interesting feature 
of the times was the way in which some of the 
Ghanaians equated their interest with the national 
interest. The most honest of the ambitious men 
of the time was Mr. A. C. Kuma, who had been 
promoted Lecturer in the Academic year 1960-1. 
He made no secret of lhe fact that be wanted to be 
promoted to a professorship, and promised to 
help those who would tow the party line to rise to 
similar heights. The Principal, who had promised 
to stand by the staff, decided suddenly to teoder 
his resignation when be heard that he was going 
to be dismissed. And so what could have been 
a united front crumbled before the determ ined 
assaults of tpc "mass-man". The pattern was 
set for future confrontations between the Govern­
ment of Ghana and the University, and the Go­
vernment cbuld be reasonably sure that 'tihere 
would be no united front among the aeademic 
staff on such occasions, and no Ghanaian wou ld 
ever dream of resigning because of such "minor" 
incidents. 

The Law and O'Brien 
The Acts which established tbe two Univer­

versities are very interesting documents. The 
aims of the Universities are set out) and include 
"(a) that in determining the subjects to be taught 
emphasis should be placed on those which are 
of special relevance to the needs and aspirations 
of Ghanaians) including the furtherance of African 
unity". The Act also takes away academic freedom 
by making the Chancellor, who was Nkrumah, 
one of the Principal Officers of the University 
and giving him the right to appoint the Chairman 
of the University Council. The Chairman of the 
University College Council bad been elected 
annuaUy by tbe Council itself, but now he is 
to act for the Chancellor. who was a member 

of the Council! Later on I failed to understand 
Conor Cruise O'Brien's cOlltention that the 
University Act as it stood guaranteed academic 
freedom. Now he has changed bis mind, and would 
not like a Chancellor of the type guaranteed by the 
Act, or an appointed Chairman. Although the 
Act states that the Vice-Chancellor shall be 
appointed by the University Council with the 
approval of the Chancelior, it was Nkrumah 
who invited O'Brien to be Vice-Chancellor, thus 
breaking the law. This is significant, because 
later on when Nkrumah wanted to appoint 
Professors, O'Brien quoted the statutes at him, 
forgetting that the Act had been broken in his 
own appointment as the "academic and adm i­
nistrative head" of tbe University. The appoint­
ment of the Registrar is the prerogative of the 
Council. But here too) in both Legon and Kumasi, 
it was from Flags\aff House that the appoint­
ments came, to be approved later by the Council. 
So from 1961-62 the principle that Universities 
should be free to appoint their staff was thrown 
overboard. Apart from the unnecessary appoint­
ment of honorary professors which the Govern­
ment introduced, there were the Presidential 
Professorships. Tbe White Paper on the Report 
of the University Commission had stated that 
the Government intended to appoint foreign 
scholars distinguished in some field of learning 
as Presidential Professors. But when in December 
1961 Nkrumah ordered tbat Mr. A. C. Kumah 
should be appointed to an Associate Professorship, 
Professor Wright, tbe trusted friend of the Govern­
ment, resisted, and it was suggested by the acade­
mics that a Presidential Professorship would 
be a better substitute! If the academic members 
had thought over tl\O matter seriously, they would 
not bave given Nkrumah this opportunity of 
making academic appointments. For call it what 
you may, the Presidentia1 Professorships are 
academic appointments, and Mr. Kumah was 
made a member of the University Council. Further, 
if morality is necessary in academic affairs, then 
the background of at least two of the appointees 
did not do any credit to the University. 

Although the Act was passed into law on the 
22 August, 1961, the Interim Council consisting 
of Cabinet Ministers continued throughout the 
academic year 1961-62 and determined appoint­
ments aod promotions and most matters which 
should be properly left to the Academic Board. 
After the appointment of O'Brien, a new Council 
was formed which excluded Cabinet Ministers but 
had Mr. Ayeh-Kumi on it. Later Kojo Addison 
took Ayeh-Kumi's place. The interference in 
academic matters continued. The Government was 
then p1aiming to abolish the compulsory English 
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at the Schol Certificate Examination, and the 
Chairman of the Council for Higher Education, 
Mr. Botsio, asked the Vice-Chancellor to admit 
certain students who had not got the English 
qualification. This was done after a special test 
had been given to them. A further request was 
made for the abolition of the English requirement 
for entry into the University, and O'Brien wrote 
to tell tbe Academic Board that he would favour 
the abolition fo r science students! He was merci­
lessly attacked ana had to change his mind. It 
was not until 1963 that tbe three year honours 
courses could be restored in the University. 

Political Influence 

One effective means of maintaining academic 
freedom is for the nationals on the staff to be 
united in the figbt. This situation did not exist at 
Legon. For after Professor Kumah bad left, the 
mantle fell on William Abraham, and be played 
the role of Nkrumah's watchdog admirably. The 
worst thing tbat has bappened to academic 
freedom and education in tbis country, however, 
was the appointment of Kwaku Boateng as 
Chairman, first of the Kumasi University Council, 
and then of the Councils at Legon and Cape 
Coast ; and finally as Minister for PIigber Ed ucation 
and Science. He is the only man I have heard o.C ' 
who insists on correcting the minutes of meetings 
of which be was not a member! He was appointed 
to rute the Universities according to the mad 
designs of the Government, and in his period 
Presidential Orders were transmitted to tbe 
Universities and carried out. It was very painful 
attending meetings with him. One peculiar feature 
of the period 1961 -66 was the naive assumption· 
tbat you could move departments and faculties 
around and get the staff to follow. There was also 
the naive assumption tbat Ghanaians sbould not 
resign, and exit perm,its were used to threaten 
those who wanted to resign. 

The University's Commission did make some 
good recommendations which the Government 
did not accept. The National Council for Higber 
Education, though sound in principle, was 
dangerous under Nkrumah. For, apart from playing 
the role of the Universities Grants Committee, it! 
became the source of directives to higher educa­
tional institutions. The one person on the Commis­
sion who foresaw this was Dr. Laura Bornholzt, 
tbe American lady. Any new set-up sbould make 
tbe National Council play the role of an inter­
mediary for tbe Uillversities wbicb would deal 
with finance, opening of new faculties, salaries 
and academic progress. It should order enquiries 
within the universities when things are not going 
well and on no account should a Minister of 
Stat~ be a member or a Cbairman. It sbould be 

manned entirely by men conversant witb university 
theory and practice. One recommendation by the 
Commission which, if adopted, will improve 
efficiency, is tbe appointment of a rotating Chair­
man of a Department instead of a permanent 
bead. This will have the effect of relieving some 
people wbo combine three headships, but cannot 
carry on efficiently, of some of tbeir duties, and 
give the otber members of staff some experience 
in administration. In this way tbere will be more 
people to cboose from for posts of Registrar and 
Academic Registrar, and the present method of 
accepting civil servants can be stopped. 

Suggested Remedies 

The experience of the past eighteen years shows 
that the membersbip of university councils should 
be seriously thought out. We should have no 
Ministers or representatives of Parliament on any 
University Council. Tbe Cbancellor should be a 
ceremonial head elected by tbe graduates, and 
the Chairman of tbe Council sbould be elected 
annually from tbe lay members of the Council. 
Care sbould be taken that that office goes round, 
since we need more men of experience in such 
duties. We must also bave on each Council a 
representative of rhe graduates of the University, 
and the members of the Council sbould be chosen 
because of tbeir knowledge and ability to undertake 
tbe task, and not because tbey hold higb positions 
in tbe state. Wbere Civil Servan:s are appointed 
to represent Ministries, they should identify 
themselves witb tbe interest of the University 'and 
Dot regard themselves as mere mouthpieces of 
authority. If 'we establish such a practice, it will 
be difficult to turn aoy of our universities into 
ideological institutes ill tbe future. Above all, tbe 
press should take a reasoned interest in academic 
affairs, 'and should comment on the Annual 
Reports and the Reports of the National Council 
for the Universities whicb sbould be laid before 
Parliament annually. We can learn from history. 
I bope we will learn. 

Concluded 
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Politics 
CHIEFTAINCY IN CRISIS 

By 

1. A ckom-Mensah 

MR. G Y AND 0 HIS to be congratulated fOI 

spotlighting in a very objective manner some 
of the problems created, perhaps unwittingly, 
by the N.L.C. decree on Chieftaincy. 

Uke Mr. Gyaodoh I adnUre the moral courage 
and the un flinching dedication t 0 principles 
displayed by the eight wing chiefs of Mampongteng 
in Ashanti. These chiefs have Dot only "pro­
tested against what they consider to be an im­
position upon them of an unwanted chier ' but, 
what is more important, they have dramatised 
in a telling manner tbeir belief in and attachment 
to what is right, and not who is right. 

Charity and can dour demand that we should not 
impute improper motives to the N.L.C. I am satis­
!led that it was an honest attempt to correct certain 
ills which a1Uict the institution of chieftaincy. 
An operation had to be performed but it has 
left too conspicuous and too embarrassing a scar 
io many places. In certain areas it has created 
problems which unless attended to with spedalist 
care and with expertise may result in a permanent 
deformity of our cultural heritage. 

As summarised by Me. Gyandob the decree 
set out to: 

(I) demote certain chiefs who were up­
graded in contravention to custo­
mary law and practice; 

(2) withdraw recognition from all (c.P.P.) 
government-imposed chiefs; and 

(3) rei nstate the immediate predecessors 
of the Chiefs now destooled by virtue 
of the statutory withdrawal of govern­
ment recognition. 

Granted the underlying assumption that the 
specified chiefs were elevated in error and imposed 
on the people, one would have little to quarrel 
with the measures adopted under (l) and (2) 
above. Even so, since customary rites were per­
formed on the elevation or enstoolment of the 
chiefs affected, the fundamentalist or traditiona­
list might argue that it would have been better 
if customary procedure had been adopted to 
correct Lhe situation instead of action via the 
Gazette. Since historically the institution of chief­
taincy existed long before the establishment, 
development and growth of central government 
in this country, it is sad that we continue to make 

\ the institution of chieftaincy ultimately derive 
its legitimacy and acceptance from Government 
recognition. 

Unrealistic Assumption 

The decree assumes tbat all tbe so-called 
imposed chiefs were unacceptable to their people 
up to the date of the decree's publication. This 
is a bit unreasonable. Somehow the authorities 
and their advisers seem to have forgotten or 
ignored tbe possibility of something illegal ac­
quiring legitimacy through circumstances or over 
time. Come to think of it, a coup d'etat is an 
illegal act. It is the popular acclaim and the 
universal acceptance of it by the people of the coun­
try affected and also by the outside world tbat legi-. 
timises it and the Government resulting therefrom. 
The possibility that a supposedly imposed chief, 
so endeared himself to his people by his conduct 
and the measure of his service as to win legi­
timacy through popular acceptance and vene­
ration was not specifically taken into account 
in passing the decree. Such a chief must sutTer the 
disgrace of destoolment and engage in an expensive 
in-fighting before possibly becoming re-enstooled 
and re-recognized. It appears the legal draughts men 
carried their streamlining exercise too far. As poin-
ted out by Me. Gyandoh, Chieftaincy is so delicate 
an institution and involves so intricate a web of 
inter-personal relationships that its problems are 
better handled through "more flexible procedures, 
jiuch as conciliation, arbitration and informal 

\ 
~uasi-judicial proceedings" instead of through the 
cold impersonal and often ambiguous channel 
of legislative directives. 

Desecration of Stools 

There have been instances where either because 
of the inexperience of the administrative officers 
or their abysmal ignorance of local customs and 
practices, the Stools have been desecrated. Stools 
have been handed over to Don-recognized elders. 
Customarily it is the Tufuhene's duty to convene 
a "State" Council for the purpose of performing 
necessary rites-pouring of libation and the slaugh­
tering of (unfortunate) sheep etc. before the ex­
Chief (tbe one to be re-instated) is welcomed 
back to the Stool. 

According to tradition, before a Chief leaves ) I 
his domain even for a short period, certain custo- \ 
mary rites are performed. A similar exercise 
ta;":es place when the Chief returns. Even assuming 
that the Chief had not legally been destooled, 
the fact of his extended absence from the Stool 
has to be recognized and rectified by the per­
formance of appropriate customary rites before 
his re-occupancy of the sacred StooL The de-
cree's automatic prescription paid no attention to 
this and as a result ex-Chiefs have just gone back 
to the Stool without ceremony and without the 
respect of the people. It is not surprising then 
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Ihat a number of the ex-Chiefs are in certa in places 
being looked UPOl; as "N.L.C. imposed" Chiefs. 

It is a well-known fact that certain physical 
disabilities disqualify a person for the position 
of a Chief. Under Akan customary practice 
circumcision , for instance, is a taboo ; the cir­
cumcised cannot be enstooled as a Chief. 

Now take the case of Mr. X who was destooled 
as a result of national political influence. Away 
from the Stool and its a ttendant restrictions for 
some years, Mr. X becomes ciroumcised in order 
to win the hand of a beautiful damsel. He bas 
thus preferred love to the Stool. Then comes 
Decree 112 maki ng Mr. X's return to the Stool 
automatic. This is wbat I call "statutory dese­
cration of sacred Stools". The Chieftaincy decree 
unfortunately fai ls to provide for such cases. 

In many Akan communities it is against custom 
for the same person to ascend tbe Stool on tbree 
occasions. Take the case of Mr. Z who was ens­
tooled and later destooled for just cause. Having 
made his peace with the kingmakers, chiefs and 
elders, be is re-enstooled as an "Ababio". After 
a few years, be slides back into his old crooked 
ways and habits not befitting h is high position . 
Faced with the prospect of destoolment he ab­
dicates and a new Chief is enstooled who is spe­
cified in the second schedule to Decree 112 in 1966. 

By the automatic rule Mr. Z, in spite of his 
abdication may return to the Stool if he is still" 
alive as "Ababio-bio". The fact tbat bis return 
offends the community's constitutional prohi­
bition against a person becoming a Chief thrice, 
is completely ignored by the decree. 

It may be argued that the decree made pro­
vision for objections and protests to be made 
in cases of dissatisfaction. That is all very well 
but it should haoVe occurred to the draughtsmen 
that while the petitions were being drafted and 
sent to the Chieftaincy Secretariat and these 
were being processed-a tirne-consuming affa ir­
there would be an impasse in the Traditional 
Area to the disadvantage of the Community. 

The Way Out 
Thanks to the wisdom and foresight of our 

forebears the institution of Chieftaincy has been 
so designed that there is never a vacuum or a 
void. In the absence of the Paramount Chief, 
the Tufuheoe automatically takes up the reins 
of administrat ion. In the latter's absence the 
Adooteobene jumps ioto rus shoes and so 00. 

Maximum advantage should have been taken of 
this convenient arrangement. 'To obviate possible 
error the automatic rule should have been deleted 
from the provisions of the decree. This would 
have enabled the normal functioning of the tra­
ditional authority under the second-in-command, 

namelY, the Tufuhene, whilst the position was 
being sorted out with a view to filling the vacancy. 
It is not too late to resort to tbis device in the 
case of areas where disagreement or opposition 
has been registered. This wi ll enable the Tradi­
tional Areas concerned to satisfy local customs 
pertaining to the enstoolment and destooiment of 
Chiefs. What is more important it will restore 
the people's right of choice; they can then choose 
between the ex-Ch ief, the "C.P.P." Chief and any 
other qualified candidate for the Stool. This 
pr0cedure wi ll help to erase the taint of "Chief­
taincy by Gazette". 

The Chieftaincy Decree and Local 
Government set up 

It is perhaps relevant to mention that the Chief­
taincy decree coupled with the rather premature 
and enforced amalga mation of local councils is 
causing beauti ful confusion in certain parts of the 
coun try. In tbis respect the inexperience of the 
district administrative officers and their jgnorance 
of the intricacies of the inst itution of chiefta incy 
and customs connected therewith has added 
considerably to the confusion. 

To take one example. " Tbe decree commands 
that chiefs demoted. sbou ld revert to their 
former allegiance." One such chief is the Abrem­
hene who before his elevation to paramountcy 
was a wing chief serving the Oguaa Stool. By 
Decree 112, Abrem reverts to its ori ginal subor­
dinate status and its f@rtunes become linked with 
that of the Oguaa Traditional Area . 

However under the Local Council's reorga ni­
sat ion exercise being carried out (without adequate 
public debate) oy the Mi nistry of Local Govern­
ment, Abrem, like other areas, is forced to team 
up with Elrn ina, Eguafo and Ko menda in an 
enlarged Local Government. We therefore have 

\ Vhe unhappy situation of di vided loyalty: 
'\ a) tradit ional loyalty to Cape Coast 

(Oguaa) and 
b) administrative loyalty to Elmina. 

That, in my view, is tantamount to asking too much ' 
of a people. It is bound to cause discontent, litiga­
tion, enmity and disiHusionment in the long run. 

Since the future of chieftaincy and the place 
of local government are matters relevant to the 
work of the Constitution and the Electoral Com­
missions, one cannot help feeling that the whole 
amalgamation exercise is rather premature. It 
amounts to anticipating the outcome of the two 
Commissions-a sort of putting the cart before 
the horse. 

r don't think it is too late to take corrective 
action before the situation gets out of hand . 
Undue delay may compound the ills and create 
more headaGhes for the country as a whole. 
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o b s e rver Not e boo k 
State Enterprise in Ghana: The S.E.P.C. 

OUR EX PER 1 ENe E with state enterprise in 

Ghana ha§ been so disappointing th at it is not out 
of place to pay tribute to the few whjch not on ly 
have done well, but also continue to show growth 
and progress. Our success story today is the State 
Electronic Products Corporation (S.E.P.e.), which 
has already earned praise from the Ghanaian Times 
a nd the Evening News. 

The S.E.P.e. produces the popular single-wave­
band "Akasanoma" radio . It started manufactu rin g 
operations in June J965. Wjth 30 young Ghanaians 
specially trained (locally) by the Corporation, it 
turns out from its assembly "belt" 250 of these 
transistor sets a day, or about 50,000 a year. 
And it is expanding phenomenally: it is now adding 
five new lines to its production activ ities. 

Within the next few weeks, it will be putting on 
the market another version of the single-wave-band 
transistor set, a new 3-wave-band transistor set, 
T.V. sets, and electric fixtures (flourescent tubes, 
etc.)-all of them assembled Jocally. In addition, it 
is going to manufacture basic electronic components 
to feed its own assembly operations and also to 
supply other users of electronic components-a 
most commendable development. These new 
developments are expected to raise its total 
employment four-fold (fr<lPl 92 to about 400). 

Accord ing to reports, the Corporation has been 
declaring growing profits since its operations 
started; and it is learnt that it has even been able 
to buy treasury bills to the tunc of some £130,000, 
thus helping Government to finance o lher projects. 
Further, trade inqu ir ies for its products at the 
recent Trade Fai r promise a bright export market 
in the near future. (The present "Akasanoma" set 
is already selling in a neighbouring country for 
£29; local price: £ 13 lOS.) 

Of course, like all state enterprises. tbe Corpora­
tion did get its share of politica l interference and 
pressure in the pre-coup days, wh ich threatened 
its operation. We trust that such unnecessary and 
commercially harmful intervention has been ended 
by the coup for ever. The importance of a national 
electronic industry cannot be over-emphasized. In 
serious-minded countries where the National 
Electronic Industries play their proper ro le, they 
are vital in the nation's telecommunication and 
security systems. We trust that the Government 
will give the Corporation every encouragement and 
assistance to grow and perform these vital tasks 
which only Ghanaians can be entrusted to do for 
their country. 

Our congratulations to the Board of Directors, 
the factory hands, and the supporting staff. 

We commend their industry to other sta te enter­
prises. 

The N.L.C. Committee on' the Academy 

SI N C E THE C O U P of last year the belief has 
persisted among certain members of tbe Aca­
demy of Sciences that the University of Ghana's 
food est desi re is to destroy or annex the Academy . 
This belief is tbe natural result of the Academy's 
own att itude towards the Universities of Gbaoa 
in general, and Legon in particular, in (he pre­
coup days when, with the political backing of 
the ousted dictator, the Academy sought to un­
dermine the Un ivers ities in every conceivable way; 
when, for example, the Academy saw it as its 
exclusive and absolute prerogative to control 
and vet the research activities of at least certa in 
faculties of the Universit.ies. 

While the Legon Observer.is not in a position to 
speak for the University, as individuals we know 
that this belief is nothing but pure fict ion; 
and it is precisely for this reason that some of 
us are a little unhappy about the composition 
of the Committee charged to review all appoint­
ments in the Academy. For, except for the secre­
tary, who is a civil servant, all the members are 
from Legon-Prof. l ones-Quartey (Chairman). 
Mr. Ackom-Mensah, Mr. Gyandoh, a nd M r. 
Hyndman. All of them are capable men, and we 
share their pride at having been caUed to serve 
the nation with their special ski lls. But in order 
that their work may not only be fair. but may 
also seem fair to everybody, it is suggested that 
two or three ~eople from say. Kumasi (U.S.T.), 
and one person from the Civil Service, be added . 
Indeed, judging from the number of people 
employed by the Academy, the review is likely 
to be an extensive job, well justifying a larger 
Committee. Jt is not too late to use the oppor­
lunity to correct the imbalance. 

i\Iisuse of Government Dwelling Houses 

FOR DECADES now, a major problem that has 
taunted the country is how to provide decent 
dwelling houses for personnel eroployed by the 
I.ecessarily numerous agencies of government. Yet, 
in the midst of this scarcity of accommodation, 
several dwelling houses, spread all over the country, 
are wasting away, ei ther for lack of proper use or 
for other reasons of highly dubious propriety. 
Here is a true story which can only be described 
as a scandalous waste of public resources: Some 
years ago, the G.N.C.C. (now the State Construc­
tion Corporation) rented some modern housing 
units from the Tema Development Corporation 
(T.D.C.). T\\o adjacent houses of these units were 
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rented at £48 a month and £52 a month respectively. 
A top-ranking official of the S.c.c. (then G.N.C.C.) 
decided to keep the £52 a month bungalow for his 
clandestine activities. The adjacent bouse was 
kept empty, presumably to insulate the other 
house against the inquistive, prying ey~s of next­
door neighbours. The net result was tbat for 
several ' months, the tax-payer was contributing 
£100 (or N!l200) a montb towards tbe concupiscent 
propensities of a single man, himself well-provided 
for at the taxpayer's expense in terms of accommo­
dation. Tbe bouse tbat was kept empty bas been 
occupied for the last six montbs, but the £52 a 
montb bungalow remains unoccupied. 

How much longer can this country afford to 
allow such scandalous waste to go uncbecked ? 
Isn't there some government agency responsible 
for seeing to· the proper utilisation of public 
property? Would it be too mucb to require all 
heads of government departments and agencies to 
submit quarterly or half-yearly reports of tbe 
state of the bousing units under their control? 

Enquiry into the P.D.A. 

THE APPOINTMENT by tbe Government of a 
Committee to study tbe passing and the operation 
of the P.D.A. is most welcome. There is no doubt 
that the Preventive Detention Act was the main 
weapon whicb Nkrumah used to climb to political 
supremacy and dictatorship ; to bend the Judiciary, 
.the Army and tbe Police to his crazy will; to cow 
the entire nation . It was mainly in fear of the 
P.D.A. that hundreds of exceedingly capable, 
enlightened and experienced politicians, civil 
servants, scholars and farmers went into voluntary 
exile. It was tbe chief impediment in the way of 
bundreds of Ghanaians who had completed their 
studies and were anxious to return borne to serve 
their dear country. But a great deal of mystery 
surrounds that pernicious Act which needs to be 
solved. Several questions come to mind which 
must be answered. 

What were the real circumstances that led to \the 
introdubion of the P.D.A. ? Who were its victims, 
and why? How were the victims selected and 
arrested? Who provided the information that 
led to their arrest and what motivated such 
informants? Wbat sort of treatment did the 
unfortunate victims receive during their confine­
ment ? How many detainees died in prison and 
under what circumstances did they die? What 
effect did their detention have on their families, 
dependants, and their property? What effects;­
political, social, and psychological--did the opera­
tion of this Act have on the people of Ghana as a 
wbole? 

These are only some of the puzzles that surround 
this notorious Act, and there are good reasOnS 
why these puzzles must be solved. First, this will 
enable us to know exactly what happened. Secondly, 
it will enable us to determine the extent of the 
abuse of power by some individuals, and thus be 
able to punish tbe guilty ones accordingly, Final/y, 
and most importantly, the publication of the 
findings of. this Committee will (we hope) ensure 
that neither we, nor our sons and grandsons, will 
ever again fall victim to any such Act in future. 

lt is an unfortunate truth that man's memory 
is sbort, so that it is necessary for him to be 
constantly reminded of the inhumanities, the 
follies, and excesses of past regimes in order to 
keep him on the alert. It is our belief that only a 
well-documented, autboritative account of the 
operation of the P.D.A. can accomplish this 
exceedingly important objective. We earnestly 
appeal to the public to give the two-man Committee 
every assistance and co-operation. 

The CIA and Western Intellectuals 
PRE31DENT Johnson has taken the first decisive 
step to clear up tbe deplorable CIA mess that has 
recently collected around many hapless organiza­
tions and individuals. He has accepted a report, 
and has issued orders that will· make support of 
legitimate pro-Western intellectualism a matter of 
open, visible policy. Up to now the CIA affair has 
been an otherwise distasteful, unnecessary, and 
unfair handicap against those it has so shamefully 
victimized. 

The story is said to go back to the time of 
John Foster Dulles and his turbulent tenure as 
Secretary of State. Eisenhower was Presid~nt then, 
and the Cold War was never hotter. The Eastern 
countries, led by Everybody-Knows-Who, were 
scoring aces all over the card-table against the 
West-namely the United States (if you need the 
reminder). Moscow wa·s spending huge sums, 
sponsoring students and scholars, books and 
exhibitions, symphony orchestras and acrobats, 
around the world; displaying themselves to great 
advantage and, by default on the part of their 
rivals, showing up the Americans. "Que [aire?", 
asked the latter of themselves. 

Britain, meanwhile, for their part were doing their 
share for the side, and in time developed the British 
Council, which openly projected the British 
personality and Anglo-Saxon culture, and gave 
others a chance to enjoy some of its advantages. 
"Others" meant developing countries as well as 
"unfortunates" behind the "Curtain". 

What, then, about America? Try as Dulles 
would, he couldn't get any money out of Congres., 
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"1966 BEFORE AND AFI'ER" 

FubHc lecture .delivered by Col. A. A-: Afrifa at the State 
House, Accra on Monday, the 20th of Marcb, 1967 

THROUGHOUT the past thirteen months, I have 
always felt that all of us in this country, as well as our . 
friends abroad, have been united in our understanding 
of the means open to us to achieve our freedom and 
the path we have selected to reach our goal. There 
arc a few occasions, however, when I fee l that certain 
events and bappenings might c-ause us to deviate from 
our course. On such occasions, I believe that a little, 
but perhaps a timely reminder, becomes necessary; tbis 
is onc sucb occasion and it pleases me that the 
opp0rtunity has been offered me to share with you 
some of my thoughts and ideas . concemin,g our dear 
country. 

The years before the agitations for self-government 
were uneventful, and the Gold Coast, as our country 
was then called, went through a period of calm and 
quiet. Then internal self government was achieved and 
the Gold Coast started on a new life which was later 
to become, literally, a prison for the peace Joving 
members of our community. 

The constitution left by the British Government 
incorporated all the ingredients of parliamentary de­
mocracy. the rule of law, the rights of the individua l, 
and above all, the freedom of thoughts and expression. 
In the true tradition of British· parliamentary democracy, 
the role of an Opposition Party was well recognised 
both in Parliament and outside Parliament. This was 
the 1957 Constitution. 

Then came the 1960 Constitution, which conferred 
Republican status on this country. We appeared then 
to be following in the footsteps of India except that 
in our constitution of 1960 there existed , but at that 
time unobserved by many, the first steps planned by 
Nkrumah to subvert the conscience of the people and 
calculated at the mass betrayal of the trust reposed in 
him by the people of {his country. Jt was within the 
frame of this constitution that the mock Refe rendum of 
1960 was held , and when all of us, as jf hypnotised 
marched forth unsuspectingly to cast our votes for thc 
election of the first Pres ident of the Republic. This, I 
may refresh your memories, was the last referendum in 
which something resembling a demottratic election 
took place in this country and in which D r. J. B. 
Danquah of blessed memory, lost very gallantly. 

Beginning oE The End 

Again in 1964, under the cloak of the 1960 refe­
rendum and a few subsequent amendments to it, the 
good voters of this country walked likc tame and 
hypnolised men to cast their votes for a onc party . 
system and for the election of the second President of 
Ghana who happened to be the same ~rson elected 
as first President. While the good people oC Ghana 
cast their votes to hand over their freedom to a tyrant, 
there were still a few who observed, like impotent wit­
nesses. what was the b~ginning of the end to our 
Freedom. 

Those who supported the onc party system produced 
numerous arguments in its support. The familiar one 
was that a one party system facilitated the concentration 
of efforts for rapid development instead of the dissipa­
tion o{ efforts in unnecessary refinements of ideologies 
and political conflict. In this thinking, a onc party 
system was cquat~ to political stability. 

But we must ask ourselves how Nkrumah succeeded 
in these years in his tricks of mass hypnotism. This 
is my analysis 06 the situation. When Nk rumah left 
the V.G.c.c. to form the C.P.P. he became an 
outcast of the decent people of this country. Those 
who rall.ied to his side were the people who , as 
individuals, were the less competent and less honourable. 
It was out of these people that he selected his men and 
trained them in his own image to do his wishes. To 
put it in the words of one of his faithful disciples. 
The Right Honourable Mr. Kwaku Boateng most of 
these people became "gaping sycophants" . Nkrumah 
also permitted himself to recruit from the poor whom 
he permitted to develop corrupt habits and thereby 
rapidl y got rich . Such people were continually black­
mailed to fulfil his orders and to wo rship him per­
petually. He also recruited from the group of left 
wing fanatics wbo were so ideologically indoctrinated 
that they accepted, without question, the decisions of 
their messiah. The phrase "His Messianic Df:!dication" 
with wbich the readers of the Eveniug News are 
familia r, was among the many creations of tbese 
lunatics. 

T o those people 1 have just described , the one party 
system was not different (rom the system of chieftaincy 
wbich is very familiar in this country. What they 
failed to realize, and quite appropriately- and conve­
niently too, was that a chief always had the benefit 
of good counsel from a good _quality of men who 
performed as elders and advisers in the household. 
What they also forgot was that the system of chief­
taincy provided for tbe removal of a chief by cons­
titutional means when he lost the confidence of his 
people. The one party system, as was practised in 
Ghana before 1966, did not make it easy for the 
removal of the President, not even when h..e became 
mentall y deranged as this onc was. ' 

Propagaiing the gospel 

Surrounded by a mass of semi-lunatics, it was not 
surprising that Nkrumah saw in bimself the Messiah 
that they pronounced fim to be; the Father D ivine and 
Africa's man of destmy. But beneath the surface of 
this confusion was the real cowardly lunatic who for 
his crimes sougbt refuge behind the high walls of 
Flagstaff House, and hid behind the guns of his 
security guards and sought for safety under the exalted 
but phoney title of Supreme Commander of the Ghana 
Armed Forces. 

With a perfectly effective propaganda machinery. 
lbese followers of Nkrumah propagated the gospel 
of their Messiah. Having built up a great reputation 
as the leader who liberated this country from her 
colonial yoke, be was already in very high esteem, and 
which he truly deserved. Nkrumah placed between him­
setf and the people of this country these carefu lly select­
ed followers whose interpretation of the leader was what 
the common in the street was to believe. Eventuall)., 
this scheme was fO be his failurc. Because, in their 
an.xiety to please their leader. his followers often were 
not able to convey the correct sentiments of the people 
and, often, certain serious mistakes were commitled in 
apparent ignorance of the reactions at our people. 
So isolated were the ruling classes from thc rest of 
the people that the wealth of Flagstaff House was in 
complete contrast with the abject poverty of Lbe 
people who had to queue at the Spans Stadium for 
milk and sugar. And so incorre<:t was the leader's 

I 

1 
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assessmen t of the wealth of the nation that in his 
last journey (rom our midst he took with him all 
the remaining money that the country bad. The story 
has it that his representati ves went from bank to bank 
collecting the remaining travellers cheques and foreign 
cash. 

Politicians and Civil Servants 
Now Ladies and gentlemen, this was tbe image of the 

ruling party_ Is it difficult, therefore, to see why the 
country went rapidly into economic ruin and indebted· 
n~? 1n the space of a decade, an inord inately 
ambitious and dynamic leader, backed by the mass 
of politica l misfits and ignorant men of the type we 
had. CQuid have ruined the affairs of any country. 

ffi.

hana.s ability to make the rapid recovery that she has 
achieved in tbe space of one year is an indication of 
the very solid human qualities and resou rces that 
abound in this country and which are very rare these 
days in developing countries. In the short space of 
ten years there emerged a proliferation of Government 
agencies and departments. Some Ministries gave birth to 
numerous smaller ministries and agencies that would 
have su rprised the creator himself. Government ex­
penditure rose from a figure of £50 million to £190 
million a year during this period and the pace of deve­
lopment, and the complex problems it posed, could 
have overstrained the best of civi l servants in any deve­
loped country. In Ghana. the good public servants and 
those who fou iTL<rm;;CUil to bcco~eir 
illite po itical overlords were not encotrrnge-d; there 
were disagreements and the lowcring of morale due to 
the inefficient administration by Nkrumab's tools. ~ 
civil servants who were amenable to the wishes of the 
~me vict im!> of con nabon b ofiticlans. 

T"Some of esc ost ' themselves in the ideologies 
\ of the party and in the movement that was called the 

\
NASSO. Thos~ who lost thei r hearts left the country 
to work with foreign governments and institutions. 
Gradually the ca lib re of the civil service became very 
diluted , and when known politicians were appointed 

J
'to civil service positions the situation became a despe­
rate one. The end was in sight w~en civil servants were 
asked to enro ll in the politically orientated T.U.C. and 
when they were pennitted to eoter Parliament. 

J 
Thus, the independence of the Civil Service, one 

of tbe welI-disciplined institutions left by Br it ish de-
mocracy, became absorbed into politics. The aims of 
the fonner regime were completely achieved when the 
Judici ar;y also became the tool of the illustrious leader. 
And yet to this day, it surprises me that the rest of 
the honourable gentlemen of the Bench did not resign 
en bloc when the late Sir Arku Ko rsah and his two 
~onourable colleagues were dismissed. 

When they did not, I began from the remote comer 
of the country whecc I was, to fonnulate ideas abou t 
a change of government. even though before then and 
I am not ashamed to admit, I was one of the a rdent 
executors of the wishes of my Supreme Commander; 
I always recall to memory the zealous manner in 
wh ich I carried out my part in the operation to find 
the bomb in 1962, thc bomb which my uncle even­
tually found at Bukom square. 

Development Programmes 

! With a demoralised Civil Service and a confused 
Public Service di ctated to and dominated by politicians. 
and above whjcb was superimposed in a vertica l 
fashion ienorant and corrupt politicians work ing as thc 

tools of a power drunk maniac, it was difficult to see 

J 

how co-ordination of development was possible. It is not 
surprising that economic planning was a shamblc. 
Looking back now at tbe state of affairs at the time we 

. took over. and the infonnation we have now gathered 
about the economy, I wonder how it was hoped that 
a country in that confused and disorganised state 
could produce and implement the gigantic development 
programmes that were so nicely prepared. We do not 
have any evidence that the development programmes 
were fo llowed through in any systematic way. We do 
not have any evidence that the individual projects 
embarked upon, be it a schooL a road or a factory, 
we re properly appraised before implementation. The 
information we have in abundance is that money 
changed hands in the award of contracts, or that 
rnoney was lost in the irnplementation of a project, or 
that the instruction came frorn above for the signing 
of a contract. All th rough the country, the landmarks 
of what was called development, show conspicuous 
evidence of imbala~ce and lack of consistency. There 
are expensive roads that still remai n unutiJised, whereas 
in the food producing a reas of the country even cheap 
feeder roads are absent. Absolutely unutili sed, is this 
large bui lding in which we sit tonight, while people 
overcrowd in the urban centres and some even sleep 
in the streets. lbcre are large tracts of arab le lands 
lying fa llow while the country begs for corn from the 
Americans. there are large e<h ccs supposed-rooe 
fa~uildings standing whi le the country finds de· 
fficult in supply ing them with raw materia ls. I can spend 
the whole of this evening recounting to you the 
many inconsistencies in obr development. and perhaps 
1 shall only succeed in spoil ing your sleep tonight. 
The facts are too famil iar to a ll of us to warrant 
over-elaboration. 

nle Inconsistencies in the Programmes 
t! Truly, the intention was honourable. It was the im­

! plementation that was unholy. There were too many 
areas in the economy wbere arrea rs of development 
was tbought to warrant governrnent participation as 
a means of quick developrnent. We have no quarrel 
against this. But tell me, does this suggest that there 
should be any loss to the country? My understanding of 
the situation is that in furtherance of the socialist 
objecti ves of the fonne r regirne, the government plan­
ned that the principal means of production, both in 
agriculture and industry, should be cenlra lised in the 
hands of the state. We have ample ·evidence of this. 
In Agriculture, tbe numerous overlapping institutions, 
namely the State Fanns. the V.G.F.C.C. and the Young 
Fanners League provide sufficient evidence. The Cocoa 
Processing Factories. the Fibre Bag Facto~1 
MITt the I e){tile Factones an a ' ost b~ 
eloquent teshmony ot the move- bY-the lonner gQVCiii:' 
rnent to oust rivate~Crpt1Si!---ml~Iare- -ir with 
slate control. What the system Jacked was competent 
p-e?SOTmel to handle these exceeding ly cornplex institu­
ti ons. There we re too few of the socialists who cou ld 
command the business resources required for the effi­
cient running of such large enterprises. 

The fonner governrnent's programme a imed at 11;13-

king the economy self-sufficient was also laudable. I am 
not an economist but my littl e experience tells me that 
it makes better sense to ta lk of self sufficiency in tbe 
very large countries like America and Russia. In our 
little Ghana, with our small population talk ing about 
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building factories to supply every need would be non­
sense because of what is caned economiC! of large scale. 
Of course, if there is talk of self-sufficiency in agricul-
ture I agree. 

A Reappra~1 

Mr. Chainnan, let us ask ourselves what we got from 
all this. There was a large increase in employment. But 
this employment was unproductive. Today, we are being 
criticised for creating unemployment because we arc 
seeking to make labour more productive. The mana­
gement of state eraterprises on which most of the 
national investment was spent was low ,grade to an 
appalling degree. The combined effect of all these 
factors was that we-progressed rather tob slowly 
(;ompared with the unprecedented ~rate-:.o(.. 
investment In the country. So, br iefly, this was th~ 
stale of atta lrs iliat prompted us to risk our lives 
agalnst the better eqUipped secunty guards of the 
deposed President: Before we did so we did not 
consult the peoPle of Ghana for their opinion. We 
knew that the truth about the country was known to 
all of you and we could count on your support, and we 
did get it. 

Now let us. recount what we bave been able to do 
since February 1966. 

l By the ·Proclamation for tbe Constitution of the 
, National Liberation Counci l as was subsequently 
:Jamended by the N.L.C. D ecree Number I , we replaced 
~a one man government with a council of eignt men. 
'2. We placed some of the former opposition leaders 

into positions that would give the country the be­
nefit of judging- their approach to good government 

3. We tried to recreate the independence of the Civi l 
Service. 

4. We sought to resto re in the press and radio their lost 
freedom of expression. 

5. We have tried to bring to tbe suface the numerous 
crimes perpetrated by the fanner politi cians and 
their associates aga inst the State. 

6. We have restored academic freedom in the univer­
sities. 

7[ Above all, we have in the course of the year steered 

(

our economy out of the mess that we inherited. We 
have won back confidence abroad. We have qua­
lified for large loans from international 'fi~anci~l 
organisations and have even earned a place In thiS 

I year's Financial Times Lombard Awards as the best 
of the developing countri es. 

It is easy to recount these achievements, bu t let us 
reappra ise them one by one. 

The N.L.C. nnd Administration 
The P roclamation appointing us members of the 

National Libemtion Council. conferred the status of 
equal ity on all members of the Council. It conferred 
on us also indivisibility .. What th is means is that no 
one member of thc Council can claim precedence over 
the other. 

It means also that the Counci l is collectively respon· 
sib le for decisions and also collectively responsible 
for the action of anyone or group of members. 
This state of affairs reminds me of a familiar quotation 
attributed to Napoleon and which appears in our 
Military Studies, which reads "One bad commander 
is better than two good commanders." In the conte;~t 

of this quotation, it might have been interesting to 
e~amine the efficiency of the body of eight men, 
acting together if it could be done, without revealing 

secrets. It may be sufficient to pose a few questions for 
you to ponder over in your spare moments. Would a 
smaller number of members have made for greater 
efficiency of the Council? Could greater emphasis not 
be placed on the importance of a leader amongst the 
members of the Council? Would it not be useful to 
confer on such a leader the title of a Head of State and 
to grant him a greater measure of executive powers? 
Has the diversity of the views of the members not 
delayed decisions? I would not venture to supply 
answers to these questions. What 1 would say is that, 
the greater the power that becomes concentrated in one 
person, tbe more it wi ll be expected of this person to 
approach in fa lli bili ty . . 

It will suffice if we, as Members of the National Li­
beration Council, can claim that during the period of 
our administration in the I?ast 13 months, we have 
been able to plan tlie affairs of the nation to the 
maximum advantage and happiness of our people. To 
be able to say this, we have to convince ou rselves that 
we have done everything required of a good govern­
ment. We have to convince the people that our actions 
make for stable government. We have also to prove 
to tbe people that we have maintained a good 
standard of self-discipline and have avoided wrong 
associations. You are the best judges of our perfor­
mance, ladies and gentlemen, not ourselves. 

PreseDt role of Nkrumab's rivals 

Now let us turn to the role of former opposition 
politicians and the other respectable gentlemen who 
were ignored by tbe former regime. Has their per­
formances in the work of salvaging the country from 
ruin been commendable, or bave they merely taken 
advantage of their new and e."(alted role to . victimise 
their former adversari~? A Dumber of these bonourable 
gentlemen have been placed in positions of trust. 
Most of them serve on the Po litical Committee. 
It is my belief that these gentlemen have throughout 
the year helped tremendously in reshaping the country 
and have utilized the opportunity offered them to 
preach to the people the principles of good government 
that they had hoped to establish had they been able 
to replace the fonner regime by constitutional means. 
Since they were not able to fo rce the government out 
constitutionally, I would like to remind them that this 
is not their government. I would like to make it clear 
to them, and to every one in this country, that the 
coup d'etat of 1966 was not inspired by the detainees 
and that they have no superior claim to position than 
any other person. No Ghanaian is to persecute bis 
[ellow Ghanaian. Those among the disbanded Con­
vention People's Party and othern in public positions 
who have wronged the state will be dealt with 
according to the Jaws of this land. Wbat T wish to 
emphasise is that in the course of the past yea r, we 
have not been able to bind ourselves solidly together. 

It is true that a great deal of suspicion still exists 
among the various sections of the people, but 1 wish to 
appeal to all Ghanaians no matter their former affilia· 
tions to come together and stand solidly together to 
rebuild this nation. It is only in unity of purpose that 
we shall derive the strength we require for this gigantic 
task. 

The Civil Sen-ice 

Turn ing to the civil service., can we say that in the 
course of the year we have been able to erase 
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cowardice, and replace it with confidence, efficiency and 
the spirit of independence? Are those public servants 
who left the country now desirous to return? Are 
students abroad who have finished their courses now 
willing to return to take up appointments in the public 
services? Or a rc we still dictating to civil servants and 
forcing them to implement decisions against their will? 
Perhaps we have gone to the extreme in trying to 
rebuild the civil service too quickJy. Perhaps, we have 
involved some of them in policy decisions that are 
beyond the scope of the civil servant. W.s-flm~ 
the criticism .Jhat. meL the decjsiPJl to allow PriIlii.I?al 

ecretaries ~rfo~the functions of Ministers. I 
thi~thc confidencewe-na\IC6UiTt up~fhe 
c""u service can §e=:m.easured-trom th-e memoe..:!lliP 
of public servants in the advisory co . l~--91....!he 

atlOna l Liberation Counci l. Wc-h,aye done what \ve 
can:- tt IS left for you as public officers to assume 
your rightful role in the machinery of Government. 

The Mettle of tbe Press 
Mr. Chairman, let us examine how the press and 

radio have reacted to their newly found freedom. 
Shortly after the coup, it was difficult to observe any 
change in the attitude of the Press and Radio to public 
figures. I was so worried about the state of affairs 
that I wrote to one of the dai lies in protest. All one 
had to do was to replace the letters N.LC. by c.P.P. 
and the Even ing News of tbe 26th of February, 1966 
would have been identical to th . sue that a~ed 
on the 23rd o~ Incidentally. I have ~n 
wc.edt~Jnt as to what haI1~ to the Ghanaian Times 
and e rapbic that werL~2;lth... of 
February, 1966. I think tbat our Press has not shown 
sufficIent cou;;&e, neither has it been very constructive 

~ ~ in its role as the medium of public education. I do 
&""" not say tbat the Press should criticise where there is 

a room for advice or comment. But if I am talking! 
nonsense tonight I see no reason why the inky 

~gentlernen should not tell me so tomorrow morning. 
1 think that as a free Press there is a great role that 
you can play. Remember that the National Liberation 
Council has c~t--int:o-g---tot<rlit:rri:a:n 
gr"rnmeot. ~ye DO organised opposition; until 
\ e hand over power to a civilian government, we wo2:lli!. 
rely on the tImely warn ing of the Press when we bew 
to go wrong. We ha,;e--a-fi~ s. e ave in them, 
a great number of good writers. We want these men 
and women to use their great talent in writing wisely 
for the benefit of their dear . country. for which we are 
ever prepared to die. We want them also to become · 
an effective medium for tbe views of those among 
us who have important and' useful comments for 
public knowledge. So long as 1 remain ali ve, I will 
fight against any move to subject the Press to the 
desires of a ruling government. Even while I serve on 
the National Liberation Council , I give full assurance 
that I would always seek the protection of the Press 
because I believe that it is only througb the freedom 
of "the Press that the freedom of the individua l can 
be given full expression. 

Cleaning our Stables 
During the year, we have bad J.he opportunity to 

enquire into a number of irregularities in the per­
formance of the duties of public officers and other 
private individuals_ A number of important commis­
sions of enquiry have been set up. We have received 
reports from some of them and there are others still 

sitting. I must say that a lot is learned, daily about 
the nefarious practices that the former regime indulged 
in, and a lot is still yet to be learned. We have learned 
of corruption in which the nation lost far more than 
the unscrupulous citizens ever gained. We have learned 
of the millions that single individuals managed to put 
away in the short space of a few years. All of us are 
living witnesses of what bas happened and the 
anguish of those who are guilty of these acts and of 
their families and relations. And yet can we say that 
corruption has left our midst? There are still public 
servants who go out of their way to ask contractors· 
to "do something." There are still many who cont inue in 
shady association with discredited men who were great 
benefactors to prominent people in the old regime. Some. 
of these characters have maintained thei r ground with 
surprising success and some have even ventu red to infil· 
trate the camps of some distinguished personalities of the­
~ociety. T o those honourable citizens, who have fallen 
victims to these people in an era such as this one, I 
issue stern warning. To those bribe givers who still 
hope to achieve succcis in this a~(a:~e 
a last and final warn ing. Let it be known that tbey 
ate all under observation and no offence that will be. 
perpetrated agalnSrthe stalCWill ·1!Scape i.:I.election:- Let 
ifOe1ffiOWfi tbafl ana my coileagues wno went through 
fire on the morning of 24th of February, 1966 will 
not watch you passively wbi le you undo what we 
have achieved. Let it be known that so long as I 
remain a membef(")f'tne ISauonal Llbeiii!..Qll Councll 
and io c~arge of m ortfolios, no success will be­
achieved y any person wbo tries to use foul means 
to steal the wealth of this country. Hitherto the givers 
or-bnbes have escaped pUDlshment. I wisb it to be 
known that as from today any trader, contractor, 
industrialist or any other businessman found indulging 
in any practice that is aimed at influencing any officers 
in any of the three ministries that come under my 
administration. namely Trade, Finance and Economic 
Affai rs, in the efficient performance of their duties 
will cease to have any future business relations with 
my ministries. If tbe person is a trader or an indus­
trialist seeking to corrupt persons in the Ministry of 
Trade, his name or tbat of his company will be struck 
out of the Jist of registered importers. If he is a contrac~ 
tor seeking favourable treatmen t from members of the 
tender Board, his licence as contractor will be revoked 
and he will no longer be eligible for consideration in 
any future government contracts. This is my last 
warning: 

Cousultalioos and Academic Freedom 

Shortly after the coup, one of our ardent desires 
was to promote the immediate return of academic 
freedom. We sought to bring some of the distinguished 
personalities from the Universities close to us so that 
we would get the benefit of their good counsel. In 
recent months, these gentlemen from Legan appear 
to have got fed up with our company and have 
decided to \vithdraw into thei r abodes at Legan. They 
claim that consultations are not necessary and that we 
should wield arbitrary power. I regard this as academic 

! 
freedom and so I have no quarrel. My humble 
suggestion is that these gentlemen should come down 
from the dizzy heights of Legan hill and sit back 
with us and tell us how to implement our au thoritarian 
decisions. 

Perhaps, it would be necessary to make it clear to 



VII SUPPLEMENT 31 March 1967 

all, that ou r objective is to educate the Ghanaian 
wbile we are in office so that be may feel that be is 
not to be governed eternally in the fashion of a d ictator. 
We wou ld like to be certain that when we hand power 
back to a civil ian administration. enough public con­
fidence has been built up as the basis of a free demo­
cratic government. What is needed in Ghana now is 
the right politica l education of the people to know 
their rights as ci tizens. 

Economic Reconstruction 

'( have said earlier that ou r economic recovery has 
been the most spectacular. It is fair to say that at the 
time of the coup ou r economic condition was the 
most deplorable . We look to the success of ou r eco­
nomic endeavours as the important single indicator 
of ou r success. H owever, it is necessary to remind 
ourselves that the coming year wi ll be very cri tical. 
It has been easy to win the sympathy of friend ly 
countries during the first year of the revolution. Our 
own good intentions have also made it possible for us 
to obtain the right financial aid from friendly sources. 
We bave been ab le to obtain some relief from the 
numerous debts pi led up by the old rcg-ime; gradually, 
however, ou r appeal to these friendly count ries will 
wear off and we shall soon be left to support ourselves. 
It is my- belief that this coun try bas the natural re­
sources [or sustained real growth. I am convinced that 
we ha ve the human resources to man realistic deve­
lopment programmes . .1 am sure that we have the unjty 
of pu rpose and the determination that go to make a 
great people, and with these qual iti es I know we cannot 
[ai l. Let us emulate the examples of Japan and 
Germany who after being completely devastated by wa r, 
fought a great battle to reconstruct their crippled 
economies, and who today rank among the most 
prosperous countries in the world. Our economy was 
crumpled, and ou r country devastated by an enemy 
more deadly than a bomb. Ours was a macbine that 
had been overstretched in a running-in period, our 
problem is not one of stagnation but of development. 
Our resources , therefore, arc still basically intact. 
We feci therefore that given the will. it will not be long 
before we pull ourselves out of our ruins and re-esta­
bl ish ourselves as one of the leading countries on this 
continent. 

Our Futurc 

I know that many of you would like to know my 
ideas as to where we go from here. After what seems 
like a successful year's operation it is fair' to enquire 
about the tutu re. There are many aspects of the future 
lhat cou ld be discussed, but I do not wish to spend 
thc whole night with you. I think that the vital 
question concerns the future of the National Liberation 
Council. There has been a great deal of speculation 
in tbis country and abroad on this subject. l\ItYCol­
leagues and 1 on the Counci l have said on a number of 
occasions that it is our hope to hand~Lin.J!te not 
too distant future. ~ c came on the scene because there 
was no Clvil·ian alternatIve that oourd successfully 
replacclne former discredited administration. Our de­
sirc7thCiCrorc;-rs not t9 _s~ ~ power one day longer 
han It IS necessary._ Nevertheless,lns Only faTr that 
w~ rcal1stic about the state of affairs in the 
country. We should ask ourselvcs whether there is 
the possibility of finding in the immediate future a 
capable civilian government that will be acr:eptable 
10 the people, Firstly, this country bas been governed . . 

in a dictatorial fashion for so long a period that it 
will take a cons iderable time to re-educate the masses 
of the people on thei'r political ri ghts. Unti l the 
people a re sufficient ly educated to respect their rights 
and ins ist on gett ing them and to stop hero wor­
shipping, they will fall vict im .to another tYI'"dnt in a 
short space of time. Secondly. it ma y be necessary 
to let the people get used to their newly won freedom 
a nd to familia rise- themselves with the qualities that 
they require from potent ial leaders before they are 
called upon to go to the polls. Thirdly, it is necessary 
to ensure that the image of tbe ~arryis com­
pletely destroyed so that from amongst its ranks_ some­
dC!: rmant grou does not spnng up- to perpetuate the 
evils of their dishonoura Ie past. inally, and perhaps 
the most important, it is necessary for rhL.NatioFlal 
Liberation Council to ensure Iha the-immediate 
facto rs that led to the cou L.aLe......completely .removed. 
T IS means t at we wou ld like to ensure that there..is 
enough economic recovery. t also means that we 

(

should ensu re that the administration is free from al1 
remnants of indilTerence, and the other facts that it 
has developed over the past yea rs_ Much as we would 
like 'to leave tfie scene as soon as pOSSible, we woura 
Wis 0 coffij5lereourtaSk--:-w~slc the lives of 
lnnoccnt soldiers 10 ana er revo utwn, we therefore 
\~aht to be certain that the conaiti'ons-a:re- satlsractory 
(oracrvn~mtimn"efore---weIl!lliLQ.Ve"f..w_w.er . 
It IS for these reasons iliat many- mfi~H governments 
b~erman~ or try-U; govern in associa tion 
with civlians. In fact if we do succeed in banding over 
power to a civilian government in the very near future, 
which is our desire. ours would have been one of 
the very rare instances in h istory. Howe\'er, it wiil be 
good to assure you that it is our earnest desire that 
all of us cooperate to shorten the life of our mi litary 
rule. 

Unity or Purpose 
Mr. Chairman. fellow Ghanaians, let lJS reassure 

ourselves tha t we are one united people, bound to­
gether by the common desire to free ourselves from 
an y form of tyra nny now and in the future. Let us 
avo id discrimination and victimization even aga inst 
those who were previously ardent supporters of the old 
regime. Let us fo rget our past differences and instil 
in ourselvcs the spirit of brotherhood which alone wiil 
make it possible fo r us to destroy those who try to sow 
the seeds of a subversion in our midsL Let anyone 
who is J10t guilty of any crime feel happy iliat he IS 
tUlly acceptable in our society and let 6Tm come and 
take up his place in the task to rebuild our great nation . 
It IS th rough unity that we ShaH denve the strength 
to accomplish the heavy task ahead of all of us. 
I have tried tonight to let you know the truth for 
which I stand and for wbich a year ago I would havc 
.:lied. With tbis truth we can together tum our country 
into a paradise. However, if we are foolish and knowing 
this truth. we allow greed and avarice to eat into us 
we shall only succeed in destroying ourselves. 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

As we go to press the chairman of the Political 
Committee of the National Liberation Council. Dr. 
K. A. Busia, is scheduled to speak on the return to 
civilian rule. In our ne.."(t issue we shall bring our 
readers an analysis of the emerging political scene 
based on Colonel A. A. Afrifa·s and Dr. K. A. Busia 's 

speeches. 
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to Gounter Eastern propaganda. Then) by an 
inspiration, he, or somebody, hit upon an idea: 
Wby not take money for these purposes from Ihe 
C.I.A., wbere Dulles's brotber, Allan, was the 
aU-powerful director 1... So it was nhat this 
super-supra-organization started to provide the 
funds for American image building and repair, 
But because of the C.I.A.'s necessarily hush-hush 
approach to life, its largesse to intellectualism and 
cultural propaganda had also to be given in secret. 

Tbree or fOLir years ago the Americans them­
selves suddenly got to know about the CIA, and 
also got alarmed, through a number of newspaper 
and book exposes, of the power and metbods of 
the Agency, which they described as America's 
"Hidden Government". In time the restless and 
irreverent U.S. Press got hold of other facts about 
CIA operations, notably tbe money it gave out 
secretly and indirectly to orgaruzations and causes 
around the Western intellectual world. ADd 
because of , tbe (by-then) dreaded or despised 
reputation of tbis organization, every name that 
was mentioned in association with it became 
blighted. 

These included too, ironically enough, some of 
the most radic~l, most respected foundations and 
scholars in the world. Several of the finest of small 
foundations promoting intellectualism and demo­
cratic liberalism in the Western and Non-Aligned 
world were only recently t>hreatening themselves 
with liquidation> rather than face the obloquy 
of having received CIA money-without knowing 
it but being accused of secret and sinister dealings 
against innocents abroad. African students, 
scholars, and organizations have also decided to 
stop accepting doubtful Americanfoundation funds, 
where they are only too happy to be granted t he 
same kind of assistanGe by the British Councilor 
the Goethe Institute. 

It is fervenNy to be hoped by aid-hungry African 
and Asian intellectuals, students, colleges, and 
others, that the President's actions will succeed in 
the immediate unshackling of American liberalism 
from the Central Intelligence Agency. 

Banda Betrays Africa 

POWER DRUNKENNESS manifests itself in absurd 
policies a'nd Dr. Kamuzu Banda is a case in point. 
He has decided to build himself a new capital with 
the help of South African firms. Being a dictator, 
he is quite unconcern"ed about this senseless waste 
and no Malawian dares question him. One can 
say that th is , is a problem for the Malawians and 
for nobody else. But the same cannot be said of 
his latest adventure-a trade pact with SOUi'h 
Africa. 

This trade pact is of extreme importance to 
Africa and the world. Its compatibility with the 
moral and legal 0bliga~ions devolving upon 
Malawi as a <esult o!i her membership of the 

. O.A.U. and the U.N. is seriously in doubt. It is an 
obstacle t<+ the realization of African aspirations 
and it dramatises fibe need for us all to re-exa\Iline 
the senseless race amongst the developing countries 
for economic advantage. 

Dr. Kamuzu Banda bas shown himself to be a 
friend of the arch-enemies of Africa-Voster and 
Salazar. He has betrayed the freed om struggle in 
Southern Africa aimed at restoring not only 
freedom to the people of that area but the dignity 
of the African in general. Let those who are misled 
by flattery from their imperialist friends and who 
are tempted to see. t-lye struggle in Southern Africa 
as Lemote and of no concern to us in Ghana 
reg1ember ~hat the indignities meted out to Africans 
in Southern Africa reflect the white man's vievJ of 
the place of the African in the world community. 
Victory for Southern Africa and for the black man 
everywhere means clignity for us here. Dr. Kamuzu 
Banda has revealed his contempt for this struggle 
for dignity and freedom. He cannot be expected to 
uphold his pledge under the O.A. U. Charter to 
help liberate colonial Africa. If at all, he is likely 
to reveal plans being made by African States within 
and outside the O.A.V. to combat colonialism 
and racism. In the circumstances Malawi should 
be expelled from tbe O.A.U. Such a stepwiUserve 
to underline Africa's determination not to come 
to terms with racism and colonialism-a determina­
tion which is now serio'usly in doubt. 

Dr. Kamuzu Banda p"oses a problem not only 
for the O.A.U. but for the U.N. which has been 
promoting a trade boycott of South Africa. Even 
though the resolutions adopted for that purpose 
are not binding, they reflect the spirit of ~he U .N. 
Charter and they require enforcement. If many 
states in the U.N. saw it fit to question the World 
Bank for giving financial assistance to Portugal 
and South Africa contrary to the recommendation 
of the U.N. General Assembly, they cannot 
ignore Dr. Kamuzu Banda's effrontery. 

_ The Arade pact further raises a problem which 
many Af6can lead ers do not seem to be aware of. 
In the competition for economic advantage, we 
are in danger of selling ourselves ioto bondage. 
The virtues of foreigu investment which in reality 
comes only in a trickle are extolled loudly, and 
i'here is a frantjc race to outdo each other on the 
grant of concessions to foreign investors with the 
result rhat the advantages to be derived from 
such investment are more that offset by the conces­
sions given. Then there is also the stampede to 
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join the European Economic Community in spite 
of the obvious advantages of infer-African econo­
mic co-operation . These things are possible 
because there are people amongst us who regard 
tbe kind of conduct sbowm by Dr. Kamuzu 
Banda as realistic. They do not appreciate that bhe 
dividing line between realism and opportunism 
is very th in, Dr. Kamuzu Banda's conduct is sheer 
opportunism of the most unrealistic kind. Few 
will mourn h.is downfall but many will activel y 
encourage it. 

"An Honourable Murder" 
A v E R Y in teresting film is now showing at the 
Rex Cinema. It is called "An Honourable Murder". 

The story is exactly that of Julius Caesar-in a 
modern setting. All the principal characters bear 
the appropriate Roman names-Julius C., Brutus, 
Cassius, Mark Antony. and so on. They wear 
modern Western clothes instead of togas; aod 
they ride in cars-Rolls-Royces-instead of cha­
Tiots. But the theme is the sa me- the betrayal of 
their leader and friend. 

The state is here a petroleum company; the 
Senate is the Board of Directors, of which our 
Caesar is the chairman; and the citizens are the 
shareholders of the company. Caesar is betrayed 
on the 15th of March (the Ides of March) . 

Housing the Police 

O NE 0 F the most seri ous problems facing those 
who choose Lo serve Ghana as policemen is the 
housing problem. This particular problem, like 
many others, including official operational difficul­
ties, never eng;ged the serious attention o[ the old 
Government. 

The standard accommodaLion given the police­
man is a single room with one doo r and one 
windo'N, just large enough for a medium-sized 
bedstead and a trunk. Th.is is a.1l ; there is not even 
space for a wardrobe. And yet th~s is where the 
man has to live wi th a wife and children. The 
family shares facilities (e.g. kitchen, bath and 
toilet) with other famili es in the barracks. 

This is bad for the policeman, and it is worse 
for his children. There is absolu tely no reason 
why a Ghana policeman should not start his 
career in a normal. decent house. Again, there is 
no reason why Ghana should not be able to 
provide her policemen with the sort of accommoda­
tion that Kwame Nkrumah built for his securi ty 
boys around Flagstaff House, or at least the' 
simple type of self-contained houses that the 
Housing Corporation has been building for 
"workers". 

Let the Government pay serious attention to 
this problem NOW, or else admit the likelihood 

that when economic conditions improve, there 
might be an exodus from the Service as young 
men seek better opportunities elsewhere. 

Teachers' Salaries 

M 0 S T P R I M A R Y and middle school teachers 
in many parts of the country are gradually, but 
reluctantly and painfully, resigning themselves to 
the fact that they have to receive their salaries well 
after the end of the month. III January this year, 
some of them received their salaries ten full days 
after the end of the month. In February, it was 
pretty much the same story. They have no reason 
to expect March to bdng them any comfort. An 
appeal to Mr. C. K. Penrose, the Teachers' 
National Secretary. hardly improved the situation. 

The harrowing thing about these frequent 
delays with regard to the prompt payment of 
salaries is tbat the teachers are completely ignorant 
about the causes of the delay. Needless to say, such 
delays bring untold hardships to the teac.hers­
most have heavy monthly financial commitments~ 

and a failure to pay promptly makes most of them 
fall on borrowed money with all that this means 
in exorbitant rates of interest. 

Furthermore, sucb delays lead to low morale 
in the teaching profession. Such a situation should 
not be allowed to develop among a profession 
which is responsible for training the children of 
this country. Thjs is a really seri ous situation and 
the Ministry of Education should let the country 
know whether it needs more hands on "pay-days", 
or whether it is sheer incompetence which is 
creating such a serious situation. 

Teachers, like other workers, have a r ight to be 
paid at the end of every month. If for any reasons 
- and the reasons must be publicised- it is 
proving difficult to pay promptly, the whole 
country must know of them, for teachers in 
primary schools are far too important to fait 
victims to either administrative inertia, incompe­
tence or laziness. Mr. Penrose should concentrate 
his energies right now on correcting tbis intolerable 
anomaly, instead of touring the country to tell 
teachers to work hard. To paraphrase Napoleon, 
teachers, Uke armies, " march" on co ntented 
" bellies" and an assurance of a constant , regular 
source of income is the prerequisite of contentment. 
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Letters 
Col. Afrifa's Speech 

SIR- In his speecb at the Slate House on 20 March, 
1967, Col. Afrifa del ivered himself of the following 
passage: 

"Shortly after the coup, one of our ardent desires 
was to promote the immediate return of academic 
freedom. We sought to bring some of the distin· 
guishcd personalities from tbe Universities close 
to us so that we \V.Quld get the benefit of their good 
counsel. In recent months, these gentlemen from 
Legon appear to have got fed up with our company 
and have decided to withdraw into their abodes at 
Legon. They claim that consultations are not nece­
ssary and that we should wield arbitrary power. 
) rega rd thi s as academic freedom and so J have 
no quarrel. My humble suggestion is that these 
gentlemen should come down from the dizzy 
heights of Legon hill and sit back with us and tell 
us how to implement ou r authoritarian decisions". 

No doubt Col. Afrifa was referring to a speech ] 
delivered at the University College of Cape Coast on 
the 23 February in the presence of Major-Genero.l 
Ocran whicb was grossly misrepo rted in the Daily 
G raplJic of 27 February, \967. Altbougb the Daily 
Gropllic published a correction on the 28 of February, 
nobody seems to have noticed tbe correction since it 
was publ isbed j" a rather obscure corner of the paper. 
Consequently, much misuoderstanding seems to have 
been engendered by the origina l report in the Daily 
Graphic. The (ollowing is, substantially the letter that 
I wrole to the Editor of the Daily Grnphic which was 
published on the 28 F ebruary. 

"1 am repo rted to have said at a symposium at the 
Uni versity College of Cape Coast that the N.L.C. 
'should govern on the pri.nciple of autho ritarian­
ism, disrega rd tbe views of the various sections 
of the communi ty, stop consul tati ons before taki,ng 
decisions, refuse to compromise and if any people 
made trouble, use the instruments of violence more 
libemlly'. \Vhat I did say was in fact the direct 
opposite of what was repo rted. 

I am also reported to bave said that the Politi ca l 
Committee should be abolished because it was 
trying to create 'some confusion in the whole set 
up' What I suggested was that some trusted ci­
vil ians should be introduced into the N.L.C. itself 
and that once this \Vas dene the Political Com­
mittee might even be dissoh'oo. 

Further, I am reported to have advocated the 
ownership of newspapers by the Government 
because ' the newspapers would distort the act­
vitics of the Government if they were privately 
owned'. My suggest ion was that one of the two 
Government newspapers should be retained by the 
Government so that future Governments of the 
country could not claim that newspapers were 
distorting their activities and use that as an excuse 
to trample down on the free press". 

Political Science Dept. B. D. C . Ifolson 
Legon 

University Accounts 

SIR-Your editorial on The Auditor-General and the 
University of Gbana leaves out one important point, 
namely, the part that the University Council played 

during 196J-65 in the drama that is unfolding. 
The University of Ghana Act, 1961 Sections 13 and 

14 read as follows: 
J 3. The University Council shall cause accounts 

of ~he Unjversity to be drawn up, audited aDd 
published annuaUy at such times and in such 
manner as the Minister responsible for flnance 
may direct. 

14. Within six months after the cnd of each 
academic year the University Council shall cause 
a report of the activities of the University during 
that year to be drawn up and made availab le to 
the public. 

The University of Gbana Annual Report and 
Accounts for 1961-62 was published in 1964, but it does 
not appear that any further reports have been published. 
Any Commission of Enquiry must e.itablish the responsi· 
bility of two of the tbree Principal officers of the Uni­
versity-the Cba irman of thc Council and the Vicc­
Chancellor-for breaking the law and the consti tution. 
and of the other University officers- the Pro·Vicc-Chan­
cellor-and the Regist rar. For su rely disciplinary action 
could have been ta ken aga inst the responsible officer 
concerned during the period under review. Academic 
freedom can only be 1J1.aintained by a scrupulous rega rd 
for tbe Jaw and the constitut ion by both !:ides. Finally. 
what did the lay members of the Council , 1\'10 of whom 
werc judges, do about this state of affairs up [ill the 
time of the coup? 
Encyclopnedia Afr.icana, L . H. Ofasu-Appian 
Ghall:l Academy of Sciences, 
Accr.l. 

N igerian Crisis 

SIR- Pennit me to add a little mo re to my a ll-too-brief 
comment on tbe Nigeri an situation in the last ObSCrvCT 

(Vo1.li, No.6). My ai m here is [0 strengthen the 
ana lysis at one or two points and so brioS out more 
clearly the significance of subsequent developments. 

F irst of all we ought to give full v~ue to the frame­
work of d ifferen ti ated relationships now operating in 
N ige ri a: (a) between Ct.·Col. Gowan and LL-Col. 
Ojukwu, as ri va l personalities and rival leacfurs, (b) 
betwccn Colonel Gowon with his Federal Clf.lp:uatus 
and Colonel Ojub",u witb his East~m Regional Govern­
ment, (c) between the Northerners and the Ibos. as 
blood-feudists from the results of the two coups of last 
yea r, and, fin ally and sign ificantly, (d) between Colonel 
Gowon (as Supreme Military Ruler of the Federalion 
on tbe one hand and a Northerner on the other) and b is 
people of the North. 

In any attempt to assess the position in Nigeria, 
these separate and disti nct relati onsh ips are crucial, and 
should be kept in hand. Take (d) &bove, for instance. 
1 said in my article under mention (page 6 of Observer 
IT, 6, last sentence), that "the departure of the East 
wou ld almost certainly be the signal for the other 
breakaway movcs then to be expecled, with the Nor· 
themcrs being tithe most likely to take their place next 
in line fo r the 'Secession Stakes', regardless of what 
the Centre th inks." Now the Centre is the Central 
Government, tbe Federation. There Colonel Gowan is 
strenuously engaged in trying to weld together the 
Regional authorities of the Fedcration--except the 
East- i.n aid of the retention of the federal structure, 
if necessary by the use of force. 

Yet this threat, whicb suits exactly the traditional 
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mood of dan Fodio's warlike, religion·bound descen· 
dants and devotees, is also precisely what galls the East 
into thei r current do-or-die resistance of Gowan; and 
Gowan represents both the Central drive for Federal 
coherence and the Northern passion for conquest of 
and domination over the South, particularly the !bos. 
Gowan's choice bas thus been 3 choice between the 
Tock of Scylla and the whirlpool of Charybdis: between, 
that is, a compromise which , if it did n't palliate the 
fixed Northern jihad temper. may lead to the rejection 
of Gowan by his people (who, without Gowon, may 
then resume their "interrupted" 1804 charge to the 
'Sea) : and a decision to employ "force now" against 
Ojukwu and his Ibos, eddying perhaps even faster to 
the same result: the utter catastrophe of civil war. 

That bas been the Federal Military Govornors 
dilemma of terror. His only alternati ve would still 
seem to me to be the devising of a confederate 
arrangement offering a fai r distribution of political 
powers as well as of economic perquisites. In tbis be 
may be able to capture the imagination and hcart­
who le co-operat ion of what would now seem to me 
to be the connict-ridden drives of the leaders of the 
Wcst and the Mid-West; to say nothing of the Rivers 
people the (Northern) Tiv enclave, and a ll the other po­
tential sub-separatists. lndeed the position of Lt.-Col. 
Ejoor (Mid-West and Lt.-Co l. Adebayo, of the West, is 
both delicate and vital in tbe extreme. Witness not 
only their sympathy with Col. GQwon's anxieties and 
planning so far, but also tbe private meetings between 
them and Col. Ojukwu. 

F inally, Mr. Editor, I wish to modify my previous 
vision of an "Tho state (set in an) economic wilderness". 
1t was induced by the cumulative pressure of my 
a rgument as a whole, and by the fact that at that point 
I was also unwarily seduced· by one kind of oil away 
from another. The Ri vers area certainly produces practi­
call y all the vegetable oils of the East, but Iboland 
now boasts an upward trend of mincrul-oi l di scovery. 
An Ibo state wilbout the Oil-Rivers province would 
therefore not be automati ca lly uneconomical to that 
extent. Only when we consider together all the tre­
mendous problems of economic means and technical 
facilities can we rightly an ticipate a generation or more 
of bardship for an excl usively Iho stalc. But then, 
look at tbe rcst of us-even some of the naturally 
luckiest! 
Institute of AduH Education 
Legon. 

K. A . U. Joncs-Qullrtcy 
Ag. Director 

Americans in Ghaoa 
SIR- At the recent highly successful Trade Fair held 
in Accra. I noticed that the Showpiece of the American 
stand was a section called "Ghana in. the U.s." or 
something of that nature. This was, I am sure, highly 
flallering. Ghanaian papers, the United States Infor­
mation Services and certa in individuals seemed to 
have launched a campaign designed to make us "pat 
ourselves on thc back" at the thought that there were 
businessmen in the States who used our wood to 
decorate their offices: there we re also American house­
wives who had dining room tables made from our 
wood. Doubtless, ours is a noble achievement 

However 'Ghana in America' does not concern me 
quite as much as 'America in Ghana', 

1 notice.. with increasing distress. the infiltration of 
the American into our country. This infiltration is not 
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solely in the economic field. An example of this was an 
incident I witnessed during the celebrations marking the 
anniversary of the coup. Were it not so depressing the 
episode would bave been most amusing. 

I found myself sitting nca r a young man who was 
attempting to imitate the American accent in an excru­
tiatingly painful manner. An)'VIay, I leant over and ask­
ed him what his nationality was; "Ghana-American", 
be said. 1 suspect that I am an unreasonable fellow for 
I went on to ask him, if his country was not good 
enough for him. I don't think I was lucid enough, for 
he went on sublimely to tell me tbat although his real 
name was something like Kojo 'Aponkye' his 'nice' 
name was Ricky Dee. Sad in itself, but much more 
worrying is the fact that I have notic~ this sickn'ess 
spreading among the undergraduates at Legon, the 
future leaders of Ghana, 

There is also the American gentleman who is taking 
a very fatherly interest in our culture; he wants us to 
set up a theatre movement, under Ghanaian leader­
ship of course, but with the money certainly and 
the last word possibly being American, 

One has seen the effect of American investment in 
Soutb and Latin America, Complete control of a 
country's economy can be achi eved and American 
troops can be used to protect American financia l 
investment. Happy thoughts of American marines 
landing on Labadi beach to be welcomed by Lebanese 
ice-c~eam salesmen a nd an economy controlled by an 
external force make me just a little wary of the 
"Coca-Co la" Company, the C.I.A, and such generous 
offers of Ameri can financing of Gbanaian-American 
Compani es. 

I rea lize that American aid is sorely needed- not 
even arch-imperial ist Britain can do witbout it- but 
surely, is it necessary to open our brotherly arms quite 
as widely as they are being opened ? Would i t also not 
be a good idea to keep the knees high , just in case? 

P.O. Box 3287, Otanka Ob~'sebi-Lampley, 

Accra. 

The New Cedi 

SIR- fn the three weeks that the new cu rrency has 
been with us, it has given ri se to a lot of confusion. 
Added to that is the deliberate attempt on th e part 
of some to profit from the change. When quoting 
prices it appears that it is just sufficient for the dealer 
to put 'new' before the old price. It is particularly so 
when the conversion results in a balf-penny. 1t almost 
looks as if the half-penny is like a commemmorative 
stamp just issued to mark an occasion. We can under­
stand a trader doing so, but when a government 
department does it, it must be censured. 

The Air Jetter used to cost lOp. On conversion it 
came to 8f np. What the post office has done is to 
make it 9 n.p. but since 9np equals lip, they have 
raised the rate. It has also been publicised that rates 
between 4 and 6np are being charged for inland 
postage. One post office bas even gone to lbe length of 
pUlting up a notice thal o ld currency will not be 
accepted. Can you beat that? A Government depart­
ment practising illegality! It is time the Director of 
Posts and Telecommunication:: stepped in to put matters 
right. 
History Dept., Legon. C. N. Wadia 

Entertainment 
SIR-As of entertainment in the country was not 
costly already (a correspondent complained bitterly in 
the last issue) Oxford Cinema House in Accra decided 
last week to raise its rates. The young men in that 
area quickly consulted tog~ther; the result was that 
there were no customers to be entertained that night. 
If the boycott we re sustained Oxford Cinema House 
would probably have to close down. It would be an 
unfortunate but a deserving fate . and one which awaits. 
greed in all its manifestations. 

But need people resort to boycotts at all? It is indeed 
odd, very odd, that the Government does not seem to. 
think that entertainment houses ought to be prevented 
from making immoral profits, The way things go now~ 
if a cinema house should decide to charge five new 
cedis for any ordinary Western, one does not see that 
there would be any objection, yet if a ped lar shou ld 

- charge a penny more for a box of matches, he would 
almost immediately be arraigned before a magistrate. 
]t is nof in the national interest to ' give the impression 
that people can get away with immoral profits pro­
vided they do it in a big way and we suggest the 
following (0 remove this impression: 

i. those whose business it is to censor films should 
also determine the maximum which may be 
cha rged for any film. Somebody in this country 
s,urely has information on the cost of importation 
of films and other factors to be taken into account; 
they shou ld liase with him; 

ii. the percentage which dance halls pay as tax 
should rise witb the rates. It ougbt to be possible 

for the Commissioner of Income Tax to take 
about' ninety pesewas in the ced i in certain 
situations. 

\Ve are aware that there arc more pressing national 
problems, but some time might be taken off certain 
really tri via l tbings in order to attend to this particular 
matter, 
Academic Section , 
Registry, Legon. 

G. F. Daniel 

Open Letlcr to Tes! ing Officers 
SIR-Coionel Afrifa has righ tly told you what most 
people in Ghana think about you. You cannot properly 
imagi ne the great calam it y you cause in poor homes of 
victims in locry accidents. In many cases these accidents 
are caused by inexperienced dri vcrs who "bought" 
thei r dri ving licences from some of you-unscru pulous, 
greedy and avaricious lot. Few minutes after I had 
read Colonel Afrifa's indictment in the 'Graphic' 
I nearly hit a taxi in the Seventh Avenue Extension. 
It was being driven by one whose face was symmetri ­
cally pock-marked. (pe rhaps he is one who has also 
'bought' his license) looking strange and unconcerned 
when I pointed out his fault in trying to reverse in a 
dangerous curve. 

I think . the National Liberation Council should 
seriously consider organizing a re-examination of dri­
vers who appea r before the courts for motor offences. 
P.O. Box 2846, Accra J . M. Nukpe 

Ghana's External Re!ations 

SIR-I do not want Mr. Nyamikch nor the entire 
country to emulate the politics of George Orwell's 
Anima l Farm. I believe such a prescription will not do 
anyone any good in this country. 
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However, I would very much like Mr. Nyami"kch to 
refer once more to the concluding sentence o f my 
original article which appeared in the Legan Observer 
(Va l.n , No.4)-"And onc of the serious blunders we 
have committed in our fo reign policy is that we have 
told the worl d that Ghana is in serious economic and 
finan cia l difficulties" , 

In diplomacy, financial and economic matters a re 
rega rded as secret. T hi s becomes much more so fo r the 
new nations that a rc engaged in nati on-bui lding. The 
ability fo r a state to play an active role in internationa l 
po li tics depends prima rily on its military capabilities, 
economic might and the influence it can exert. Wo rld­
wide influence depends on mili ta ry and economic po­
tential 

With the common fea r of thermo-nuclear wa rfare, 
governments have come to rely mo re on their economic 
might as a manifesta ti on of thei r pol itical power. 1t 
is, therefore, not considered wise in di plomatic practi ce 
to let other countries know of your economic d ifficu l­
ties. 

J do ag ree with Mr. Nyamikch tha t ou r credi to rs 
knew of our bankru ptcy. Why do you tell the who le 
wo rld about it then? The consequence of such an ad­
mission is tha t we shaH always be at the mercy of 
credi tor countri es and all those who wish to do business 
with us. These people a re mo re likely to co me in on 
their own terms. Perhaps M r. Nyamikeh believes that 
by admitting our weak nesses other peo ple are more 
likely to sympathise with us. Rather, they arc likely 
to take adva ntage of oc r economic difficulties and get 
a better deal from us. 
Insti tute of Ad uH EduClt ion, 
Legan. 

K. A . Ka rikari 

Pos!men and Mosqu itoes 
S IR- As a native of a former British colony I find it 
hard to understand why Briti sh poli cy here was so 
d ifferent. 1 allude to the fact that people here st ill 
receive their mait th rough Post Office boxes even in 
the two largest cities. I fi nd it even ha rder to understand 
why postmen were not in troduced after independence 
was atta ined: think of how this wou ld help to allev iate 
the unemployment problem! 

Another th ing. what is being done to erad icate ma­
laria in th is count ry? Are we go ing to bave to bring 
our ch ildren up on anti-mala ri al drugs. the long term 
effect of which we are not sure? What is needed is a 
vigorous campaign in which the pub lic is educated :":md 
sani tary or health inspcctors are gi ven C\lery assistance 
to enfo rce the law. if necessa ry by fini ng offenders. 
Malari a has been eradi ca ted or at least controlled in 
coun tries much bigger than Ghana, there is no reason 
wh y the 5.'lme cannot be done here. 
c/o Dr. T. Agble, Yolande Mari lyr,e Agble. 
CcntJ'".l1 Hospita l, Kuma!il i 

IT PAYS II 
TO ADVERTISE ' 

IN THE 
LEGON OBSERVER I 

8! hours only' to Lagos 

by 

TARZAN EXPRESS 
DAilY SERVICE 

FROM ACCRA LAGOS 
,I' 

1. Peugeot Cars Nil 10.00 'i 
2. Special Luxurious New Buses N1l 9.00 1111 

3. Ordinary Service Buses N!Z8.00 I~I 

Get to Lagos refreshed. 
Kno lV more towns on the way. 

Enquiries: 
T ARZAN INTERNATIONAL 

TRANSPORT 

P.O. Box 396. Tel. 62234 

Accra. 

UNIVERSITY OF GHANA 
Tbe Institute of Adult EduC3 lion 

announces 
THE 14TH ANNUAL EASTER SCHOOL 

Date: Monday, April 10 to Sarurday, April 15. 
1967. 

at 

TAAIALE, TAKORADI, AND 
TSIT O (Voila Reg ion) 

on the following themes: 
L "THE MARCH TOWARDS PROGRESS IN 

NORTH ERN GHANA" 
Place: Women's Training College. Tamale 

2. "FEEDING THE NATION" 
Place: Sekond i-Takoradi Workers' College 

J. "TIlE VOLTA RIVER PROJECT AND 
YOU" 

Place: Awudome Residentia l Adult College, 
Tsito 

R:lles: 
F ull cha rge for each of the Schools is NC 4.00: 

deposit of NC 2.00 at registrat ion. 

Registration 
REG ISTER NOW for any of the Schools at the 
appropriate address, namely: 
The Resident Tutor. Jnstitute of Adult Education. 

P.O. Box 23. Tamale: 
The Principal, Worke rs' College. P.O. Box 219, 

TakoradL 
The Sen ior Resident Tutor. Awudomc Residentia l 

Adull College, P.O. Box 25, Tsito: or with 
T HE OIREcrOR. l NSTlT UTE OF ADULT 

ED UCATION. P.O. BOX 31, LEGON. 
Te!. No. 75381 E"<. 343 

CLOSING DATE: Wednesd3Y, AprilS, 1957. 
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Commentary 
WITHDRAWAL OF SCHOLARSHIPS 

By 
KwameAl'hin 

102 PARK STREET houses the offices oftbe Student 
Unit of the Gbana Higb Commission in London 
and was tbe scene of tbe N.L.C. Committee which 
investigated the scholarships and grants-in-aid 
beld by Gbanaian students in London. Recently 
the scbolarships of some of tbem bave been 
witbdrawn. I 

After the coup, tbe N.L.C. announced to the 
relief of Ghanaians that these scholarships and 
grants would be reviewed for three reasons among 
others. First, there was no money; second, it was 
doubted whether some courses were related to 
future Ghana manpower needs, and therefore 
whetber these should be aUowed to worsen our 
foreign exchange crisis; third, anybody who bas 
been to London· knows that a laudable plan to 
aid needy, bona fide students had degenerated into 
an extension of Party patronage: it was said tbat 
all sorts of favourites, not to mention scores of 
elderly party backs, were maintained in the United 
Kingdom at the tax-payer's expense by the fiction 
that they were students. Tbe announcement to 
review these grants was therefore welcome, 
though it was feared tbat it would be difficult to 
separate the grain from the chaff in view of the 
bizarre filing system at 102 Park Street. For, tbese 
'students' feU into three classes: tbose sent to 
U.K. to do courses like nutrition and accountancy; 
tbose wbo had held Cocoa Marketing Board 
grants for years and bad not made any head-way 
in their studies; and countless private students 
who worked and paid their way as part-time 
students and to wbom 102 Park Street gave grants. 
Of these classes, the first required very careful 
treatment, the second little consideration and the 
third very careful sifting; some in the tbird category 
will never make good in their studies. It appears 
now tbat tbe committee lost sight of tbese classes, 
lumped them aU together and gave them all 
summary treatment, forgetting that the govern­
ment was normally, so to speak, in contract with 
the first category. The result of the committee's 
operations has brought untold suffering to scores 
of students indiscriminately deprived of the;r 
grants. 

Tactical Mistakes 
With tbe benefit of hindsight it seems tbat tbe 

N.L.C. made from the beginning thIee tactical 
mistakes. First, in view of the cloud of suspicion 
that bad thereto enveloped the staff of 102 Park 
Street, the entire staff should have been cleared 

before the committee started its operations so 
tbat deprived students would be convinced of 
fair play and impartiality. The regular staff at 
102 Eark Street have always been suspected of 
favouring some students. Second, the choice of a 
soldier for tbe exercise was not a bappy one. The 
most admirable characteristic of the snldier which 
enables him to accomplish feats beyond the average 
person is his sense of discipline. But this wortby 
accomplishment is not calculated to produce the 
imaginative flexibility required to implement 
N.L.C. policy in this matter. An elderly and 
retired civil servant who knows Ghana's civil 
manpower needs should bave been cbosen to 
deal witb tbe problem. Third, most of the students 
wonder at the presence of a foreigner wbo did 
most of tbe talking at the interviews: they resent 
the idea that a foreigner should determine the 
fate of those wbose fatbers are the taxpayers. 

Misery 
As it happens, by aU accounts, the committee 

has left in its wake increasing misery and dis­
content; since most people are incapable of 
distinguishing between political errors and adminis­
trative blunders, the N.L.C. has become tbe 
target of tbat discontent. Stude~t meetings are 
dominated by complaints. Tbe most recurrent 
complaint is that the committee was too arbitrary 
and inhuman in its approach to the problem. This 
is illustrated by a typical story. A group of deprived 
students were asked to an interview with the 
committee at 9.15 a.m. They got there before the 
time and were told to fill certain forms which 
should, in tbe first place, have accompanied tbe 
invitation. At 10.15 a.m., they were told that the 
committee was due to go elsewhere and that if 
they chose they should reappear on another, 
unspecified aay. Naturally tbey hesitated and 
later they received letters announcing the with­
drawal of their grants. 

Secondly, tbe students argue, and I think 
rightly, that it was never clear which criteria the 
committee applied in the exercise. Some were 
told tbat Ghana bas no money; otbers that tbeir 
courses were not related to Ghana's needs. or that 
in view of Ghana's shortage of foreign money. 
they would best, both in their own and Ghana's 
interests, continue their courses at home. The 
crucial point is that students falling into the same 
categories were given different reasons for the 
withdrawal of their scholarships or grants. It 
would have been simple to circulate to the students 
concerned cyclostyled information on the categories 
of tbose to be affected so that students would 
know eveD before they went to the interview where 
they stood. Instead, the absence of clear-cut 
criteria and the application of different criteria 
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to students of the same l!!:oup have comoined to 
produce the now normal Ghanaian explanation 
of apparently bizarre goings-on: the assumption 
of macabre operations at 102 Park Street and that 
those without connections in high places were 
victimized_ 

Genuine Cases 

I know one or two cases, typical of many, that 
should be considered unfortunate: a Ph_D. student 
in law, who for .the past two years has been on 
Ghana Government Scholarship has had his 
grant withdrawn though he is due to submit his 
thesis in June. The two years' fees would appear 
to have been poured down the drain. A girl who 
joined the Nutrition Board in 1964 and was 
brought here to do a course in nutrition has been. 
deprived of her grant on the ground thaf she 
changed her course, though her fees have been 
paid up to the end of the current academic year; 
s he is due to finish in 1968, and her present course, 
hotel management, clearly subsumes nutritional 
studies. Pointing out that she changed her course 
with the consent and knowledge of a course officer 

at 102 Park Street, has been of no avaiL All that 
she has been told is that she will be provided with 
a free ticket to Ghana_ How about the two and 
a half years' maintenance expense, the three years' 
fees, and the two-way flight ticket? 

All this amounts to considerable anguish in 
the breasts of those who had hoped for so inuch 
from the coup. To them,. injustice has not dimi­
nished with the ousting of the old regime. 

The deed appears now to have been. done and 
there appears to be no hope that ttiose who have 
suffered injustice will be put to rights; criticising 
now is like bolting the stable-door after the horses 
have left. But it may not be too late for the N.L.C 
to announce that it will review genuine cases of 
those about "to finish their courses and tbose 
brought here specifically for courses. There must 
also be a forward-looking policy with" regard to 
the man-power needs of Ghana ; having a lot 0 

discontented, unemployed young men and women 
at home in Ghana is a terrifying political prospect. 

The author is at the moment resident in London 

-Ed 

SANTEX PAPER PRODUCTS 
Modem scientific invention in the art of paper conversion formulated 

out of experience, high quality ingredients and materials have brought about 
the super quality "SANTEX PAPER PRODUCTS". -

Santex Paper Products are now the CHOICE of every modern home because_· 

* THEY CONTA.L~ THE BEST ANTISEPTICS 
* THEY SERVE LONGER 
* THEY ARE SOFT AND COMFORTABLE TO USE 
* THE PRICE IS FAR BELOW THE QUALITY. 

Buy Santex Paper Products today and save money while 
you enjoy their L UXURIOUS QUALITY 

SANITARY PAPER PRODUCTS LIMITED 
P. 0_ Box 1957 Accra_ 

Nsawam Road 
Telephone 75458 
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Poem 
THE 0I1LD 

Around the ninth month. rm begotten 
To dwell with ~ortal living beings; 
But ?thence r come, 
Or how the vital spark is given .. 
Nature's secret ~till remai.ns_ 

~'-. And a: .1 lie- on '~e coarse ·"baha". 

I 

With my conscience "as dear as nakedness, 
And my hands as clean as innocence, 
My infant lips, stainless of gossip. 
Let falI a cry: 

Why? Why?? Why??? 

Before z;ne lies a distance confined, 
Whose course, much like my bearers', 
Cannot be defined; 
My language tutorS' though they be, 
Power ?f speech they do not give. 

Guidance and counsel my bearers supply, 
But fool-proof sign-posts they cannot provide; 
Where my lone span leads, 
No- foot-prints have ever. seen. 

Though versed in the science of living beings. 
Ipcapable they- are of creatiDg beings, 
For the art of making breath 
Nature's secret unto death remains. 

Broadcasting House, 
Ac<nl. 

1(. A. Kwadu-Ampoosem 

Classified 
Advertisement 

A1TENTION EVERYBODY 

All Commercia l Houses and Traders 

All Schools. Colleges. Universities and other 

Educational Institutions 

All Bodies wishing to rrnkc announ~ements 

The "Legon Observer" now offers yon space 
for Oassified Advertisments and at very 

reasonable rates 100. 
Rates:-:-__ 2ODp (or 2f-) per line of 6 words 

(miniinum cl\arge 6 words or part I 
thereof). 

Contact The "LEGON OBSERVER" .. ~. ". 

at the 

LIBERTY PRESS LlMllED 
P.O. Bo:lO 1957, Accra. Tel. 63666. 

'News Summary 
19/3/67 

Aluminium Production in Ghana 

GHANA has now joined aluminium producing nations. 
Her first consignment entered the world market last 
Sunday when the first shipment of 250 tons of ingot 
produced by the Volta Aluminium Company, V ALeO, 
left Tema for Britain. The production of aluminium 
began last November, when Valco started operating 
six reduction pots to train workers. Additional pots 
were brought into production in January and February. 
Up to date, fifty pots have begun to produce aluminium 
at TeIna. A report from the company says the first 
pottine consisting of 100 pots will be in production 
before the end of April and two other lines will be 
started before the end of this year, more than one 
yea·r ahead of schedule. With the three potlines in 
production, Valco- will produce 103 thousand taos of 
aluminium a . year. 

----
Ghana-Yugoslavia Trade Agreem~Dt 

GHANA has signed a new trade agreement with Yu­
goslavia:. The agreement provides for an exchange of 
goods ' between the two countries to the value of about 
Ne9m. A payment ag:eement which has been in ope­
ration between the two countries since .1961 was also 
reviewed and amended. 

Ghana to expand trade with Senegal 

A GHANA economic delegation went to Dakar at 
the invitation of the Senegalese Government t()o:.-nego­
tiate and conclud~ trade agreements between the two 
coun tries. 

P .D.A. Committee 

THE NLC bas appointed a two-man committee to 
investigate and report on certain aspects of the Preven­
tion Detention Act under which Ghanaians were thrown 
into prison in large numbers under the former regime. 
The Act was repealed by the NLC last year. The 
Committee wiil investigate the ci rcumstances and the 
reLons' which led. to the introduction of the Preven­
tiv~ Detention Act; the reasons for, and the mode of 
arrest; the detention. and treatment given to detainees; 
the political, social and psychological consequences of 
the operations of the Act on the people of Ghana.. 
The Committee will make recommendations for dealing 
with the problems which led to the introduction of 
the Act. Members of the Committ are Dr. A. Adu. 
Bowene of the History: Department of the- University 
of' Ghana. and Mr. K. E. Oe Graft-Johnson· of the 
Sociology Department of the same University. The 
Commtitee will tour regions and prisons and the 
public are requested to give the Committee, every 
co-operation and assistance. 

• Mr. Harney gets more responsibilities 

THE Impector-Geoeral of Police, Mr. 1. W. K:- Harlley • 
Vice-Cbai.rman of the National Liberation Council~ 

has been assigned the responsibility for the Ministry 
of External Affairs in addition of his duties. Mr. 
Harlley is also responsible for the Ministries of the 
Thterior and Information. 
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. . ,_ ;/Ihe lSima~ AfIair before ColllT 

SIX SOLDIERS of the Gharuf Army appeared before 
a Circutt Court in . . Accra _on Thursday ~ charged wifu· . 
causing harm. with. offensiVe' weapons to two Niger, ' 
ian.s:. The ' ,soldier;. are Ebenezer Kwawukume, A­
Atandob:, MarICwe~ Tetteh. Paul Kped.jarido, A:li Grun­
shie and A. ,Armah_ Tqey· pleaded not guilty and were 
remanded in ~litaIy custody to re-appear next Thurs­
day. The Prosecution stated that on the 5th of this 
month. a scuffle ensued at Nima, an Accra suburb. 
when K wawukume demand~ drinks from some 
Eastern Nigerians who bad gathered to observe funeral 
rites. The prosecution said another soldier who paSSed 
by and saw the scuJPe m£bed to a nearby anDY garrison 
and- informed. the ·corporal in charge that some soldiers 
were being beaten: up- at Nima.. The prosecution. aUeged 
that the Corporal took the other soldiers to Nima and 
they beat up the two brotherS. One of them, Patrick: 
Ekam, who sustain~ injuries on the chest and scalp, 

died ~ the way to h_o_,p:...i_ta_L __ _ 

j Adomako on the Economy 
. ' 26/3/67 
TIiE' Governor of the Bank of Ghana, Mr. Albert 
Adoroako, has annouDced- that there has been an 
imprCT'/ement in the- country's external payments posi­
tio n. ·Mr. Adomako who was addressing the Ghana 
Centre of the Institute of BankerS at its annual 
dinner in Accra said this has been possible following 
stabilization measures implemented by the Government 
early last _year. Mr . Adomako said the trade deficit 
decreased from 89 million new cedis to 29 million 
new cedis and the net deficit on current account 
declined from 159 million new cedis to 93 million 
new cedis .. Ire hoped by the middle of 1968 the ' 
e~nomy. would be fun:tioning. in a suffic;iently normal 

Natio031 Standards Boani 
A NATIONAL Standards Board of Ghana bas been 
inaugurated at a ceremony at the Hall of the State 
House in Accra. In bis speech at the ceremony 
Mr. B. A. Ya-kubu. NLC member respoosi.ble 
for Industrie3. Mines and Mineral Resources called 
for an effective. machinery to ensure a high level 
quality or- products made in Gbana-. He said this 
will enhance the prospects of trade, improve 
industrial pr-oductivity and obtain the much-needed 
foreig~ e....;.cbange for the country. Members of the 
Board. with Mr. Yakubu as Chairman, are? Mr. C. C. K. 
Baah. representing the Gbana Chamber of Commerce, ~ 
Dr. K. M. Sapey at the Ghana Academy of Sciences, 
Dr. P. M_ J. Philips of the MinistlJ(. of Health,- and ' 
Mr. K. ~. Anti of the Ministry of Industries 

~(eroal. Aid lor EduoriO(1 
THE Lebanese. Ambassador in Gb.a.Oa., Mr. Said ·EI 

.. Hibri, has. ~presented five- thousand e:o:::ercise books to 
the Ministry of EducatiOn< in Accra in appreciation of 
wbat the Government of Gh::l.Da has done for the 
'people of' Le5anon. He said the exercise books should 
be distributed to all schools in the country. 

The United Nation,s Chilaren Fund (UNICEf) has 
also presented ~l sewing machines to the Ministry 
for Middle Schools with housecra.ft ' facilities in the 
Volta Region. Ten of the _machines have been distri­
buted to centres at Ket~-Kracbi. Agbosume, Avenui. 
Adidomc. Peki-Dzake. Peki-Avetile, Sagakofe. Anyako. 
Abor and Anloga. 

o b s e r verN 0 tic e s 

TO ALL OUR AGENTS 
. 1. ... 

Please remember tIiat -pa~,,-nt for copies 
' ordered sbonld. reach 11$ before the next issue 
of the journal. Yoo' are tlierero;~ urged to 
Settfe doe accounts at the 'earlies{date, and'in 
any ca;:;e before the next issu'e_. 

OBTAIN YOUR COPIES OF THE 
"LEGON OBSERVER" FROM THE 

FOLLOWING CENTRES: 

ACCRA: Kingsway Stores; U.T.e. 
Dept. Stores; University 
Bookshop (Lego!).); Ghana 
House; Simpson's Book­
shop. 

KUMASI: Kingsway Stores; City 
Hotel; University Book­
shop. 
Prospective vendors in 
Ashanti may contact 
Queensway Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 20, Kumasi. 

KOFORIDUA: Institute of Adult Educa-
tion 

, CAPE COAST: G. B. Ollivant 

HO: Graphic Office 

SUNYANI: P. K. Peprah, Esq. Agric. 
Extension Services. 

Wholesale dealers and advertisers contact: 
LIBERTY PRESS; LTD. 

P.O. Box 1957, . ACCRA. Phone 63666. 
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