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submityto be placed under any Chinese
authority. He must say that he regretted
that the Chinese Government had not
acted more consistently with their first in-
tentions ; for he believed that the valuable
assistance whieh Captain Osborn’s expedi-
tion might have afforded would have been

_of the greatest benefit to China. With
regard to the silk districts, to which the
hon. and gallant Member had just alluded,
it was his opinion that they had been de-
stroyed by the Tacpings.

Mg, KINNAIRD believed that Admiral
Hope had the utmost desire to act with
gel’feet good faith towards the Tacpings,

ut experience showed that those people
would not keep faith themselves. ITe
concurred in thinking that Captain Os-
born’s expedition would have been of great
Lenefit tp the Imperial Government, and
of great advantage to our trade in clearing
the rivers of pirates ; but, under the eir-
cumstances, Captain Osborn acted with

- great discretion in withdrawing his ships,
though that step was a great loss to the
Twperial Government in China,

TIHE ASHANTEE-WAR.
QUESTION,

Siz JOHN PAKINGTON : According
to my notice, I rise to ask from Her Ma-
jesty’s Government some explanation with
regard to the war in which this country is
engaged with the King of Ashantee—a
subjeet which requires explanation no Jess
than the more important question of the
state of our relations with China which

- has just now been under discussion. I
very much doubt if many hon. Members
were aware of the fact that we are at this
time engaged in a war with Ashantee,
until a question relative to it was put the
other night by the hon. and gallant Ba-
ronet the Member for Wakefield (Sir John
Hay). At that time I did not consider
the answer of the right hon. Gentleman
the Colonial Secretary was quite satisfac-
tory ; and since that time I have not only
seen some very interesting and remarkable
letters and statements in the public papers,
but I have myself reccived private com-
munications relative to the subject, and I
have also had an opportunity of reading
some private letters, which have convinced
me that the time is come.when the serious
attention of Her Majesty’s Government
ought to be directed to this subject, and
when Parliament has a right to expect
that some information should be given re-
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garding it. T want to ask, what are the
causes and what are the objects of this
war—if war it can be ecalled—in which,
according to the information which I have
received, our brave countrymen are being
sent to die, not by the hands of the enemy
—for an enemy they have never scen—
but through the effects of exposure to the
deadly and pestilential climate of thiat
country 2 Statements have reached me,
which I hope will be contradicted, that it
is the intention of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment—or I might say of the Government
of Cape Coast Castlo rather than of Her
Majesty’s Government, for I almost doubt
if ler Majesty's Government are very fully
informed of what is going on in that
country—1I understand it is the intention
of the local Government to invade the ter-
ritory of the King of Ashantee, a prince
who, I believe, has always evinced o
friendly disposition towards the people of
this country, for the purpose of taking
possession of his eapital. If this be a
true story, I think that of all the wild
visionary schemes I ever heard of this
seems one of the most hopeless and im-
possible. I have heard that the King of
Ashantee has at his disposal a very con-
giderable army; but whether he has or
not, I believe his natural position makes
him entirely independent of the scrvices
of any army—at all events, to resist our
attack ; for he can have no army so strong
nor any fortress so impregnable as the
dreadful climate and the pernicious at-
mosphere that prevail over the 150 miles
which lie between his capital and the sea
coast. The accounts which have reached
me—I may be told the facts are exag-
gerated, but of that I cannot judge; I
can only give them as I have them—are
that the effects of this climate on the
European constitution are of a most peeu-
liar and painful kind, Life appears to be
worth in the interior of the country not
more than three weeks’ purchase. When
the dreadful disease of the eountry attacks
an Buropean the too deplorable conse-
quence is loss of life. And another most
painful peculiarity is, that in-those cases
in which life is not sacrificed reason very
often is sacrificed, and many of our officers
are said to have left that country in a
state of idiotey the most painful and de-
pressing. Another peculiar fact is, that
the negroes who have been bred and reared
in- the West Indies appear to -suffer as
much from the effects. of the climate as
Europeans. 1 have seen a gentleman who
T :




m‘}z547 The Ashantee

lately left that country, who informed me
_that the wing of .a negro’ West India
regiment taken there in order to aid in
the prosecution of this distressing war,
numbering 700 strong, was landed on the
Gold Coast, and five days after no fewer
than 120 of these 700 negroes were hors de
combat. . I will only mention one other fact
~to illustrate. the hopeless circumstances
under which this war must be carried
on. It is well known that the interior
of the country is still more pestiferous and
deadly than the const; but in order to
prosecute their idea of invading the terri-
tory of the King of Ashantee, I am told
that a force of 400 men was sent 100
miles up country, and encamped on the
banks of the river Prah. Out of that
number, when the accounts I received left,
200 of these troops were lors de combat,
and there were not, I was assured, more
than eighty who could,.in case of an ac-
tion coming on, carry a musket into the
field; out of mincteen ficld officers fiftecn
were disabled. These are most painful
facts, and it is obviously the duty of the
Government to take some: steps in the
matter, Brave men ought not to be ex-
posed to such a dreadful fate. The letters
I have scen have been written by officers
attached to our forces, and more touching
— more distressing letters I have never
read—Iletters written by men with a spirit
of endurance and calm resignation honour-
ablo to our army, but by men who felt they
were sent to die an inglorious death. One
officer, in writing to his family, said that
he almost wished he eould Le exposed to a
volley from his own company, for he should
then know the worst ; but no man eould
anticipate the horrors of being quartered
in this deadly climate for an indefinite
period.  And then let mo ask what is the
expenge of this war? I have heard it
caleulated that the military expenses of
this absurd expedition is not less than
£1,000 o day, and from reliable informa-
tion I have received I should gay the out-
lny must be at any rate from £12,000 to
. L14,000 per month. I hope the Govern-
ment will be able to give a satisfactory
explanation in regard to this subject ; and
to offer somo assurance that this folly—I
may say worse than folly—will be put a
stop to. I trust the language of the right
hon. Gentleman may afford some comfort
to the many unhappy persous in this coun-
try who are daily expeeting to hear of the
sacrifice of dear friends or rvelatives in
Afriea, who have perished not like soldiers
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in the field, but under the fatal effects of
a horrible climate. :

Mr. CARDWELL : I entirely rccog-
nize the justice of the appeal which has
been made to me, that I should state fully
and frankly to: the House all that I know
on this subject. I am also glad that the
right hon. Baronet has taken the opportu-
nity of introducing the topic on the Ques-
tion of the Motion for Supply rather than
by a Question in the usual form, because I
am thereby enabled to give a fuller expla-
nation than I could have given to a Ques-
tion to which the rules of the House per-
mit only a categorical answer. The state
of the case is as follows : As hon. Mem-
bers are aware, the British forts on the
Gold. Coast constitute the whole of the
actual possessions of the British Crown
in those parts; but there is a wide terri-
tory, extending for some scventy miles
up the river Prab, which separates what
is called the British Protectorate from the
territory of the King of Ashantee. In
December, 1862, the Governor of the Gold
Coast wrote to the Duke of Newcastle that
the King of Ashantee had demanded the
surrender of two persons fugitives from his .
dominions. One was a boy—an escaped
slave—and the other was an older person,
charged with having misappropriated a
picce of rock gold, which by the law of
Ashantee is the property of the Sovereign,
and has to be accounted for to the King
of Ashantee. The Governor of the Gold
Coast examined into the allegations against
the two fugitives, and found that there was
not a tittle of evidence that cither had been
guilty of any erime which would justify
his being given up to the King of Ashan-
tee. There was, on the contrary, abun-
dant reason to know that death was the
fate that awaited them chould they be
surrendered. e accordingly declined to
surrender these fugitives, saying that if
hie did so their blood would be on his
head—a feeling in which I believe every
Member of this Iouse will sympathize,
for no one would wish to sce fugitives
who have sheltered themselves under the
protection of the British flag surrendered
under such circumstances. The conduet
of the Governor received the approval of
In the spring
of 1863 a foree of the King of Ashantee
invaded the protected territory. They
were met by forces partly organized and
commanded by British officers and partly
consisting of Native troops. The army of
the King of Ashantee extended its ravages
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" to within forty miles of the British posses-

The Ashantes

sions qn the Gold Coast. About thirty
towns or villages, as they are there called,
consisting of Native settlements, some very
small, and others comprising several hun-
dred families, were destroyed. Many lives
were sacrificed, and much agricoltural
produce was carried off, In the autumn

of 1863 the Governor announced that the

Ashantee forces had retired, threatening,
liowever, to renew their incursions into
the British territory as soon as they had
planted their own crops. As.a measure
of defence the Governor suggested to my
noble Friend that he should be authorized
to carry on war, if necessary, across the
viver rah, and attack the territory of the
King of Ashantee, To this request my
noble Friend gave lis assent in terms
which I will read to the House —

% Phe principle of all military proceedings on
the West Coast of Africa should be that of de-
fenee, and not of aggression. It is upon this
principle alone that the Governors are authorized
to make war, and no invasion of neighbouring
territories ean be sanctioned, unless it can be
ghown that it is really a defensive measure,
safer, less costly in blood and money, and more
Jikely to be decisive in its results than waiting for
an attack which is being prepared. . . . His
Grace feels, therefore, that he cannot refuse to
Governor Pine a eonditional authority to strike a
blow within the Ashantee territory, if such a blow
ean be struek without making any other or fur:
ther advance than, in his own opinion and that
of the officer in co §, may be istent with
the utmost consideration for the safety of the
troops.”

1 am prepared to lay the whole document
on the table, but I have read that passage
in order that it may be seen that the prin-
ciple authorized by my noble Friend was
defence not aggression. and that no ag-
gression on the territory of the King of
Ashantee was contemplated by him. Re-
inforeements were ordered to be sent from
the West Indies to assist the Governor of
Cape Coast Castle in the proposed expedic
tion, and every precaution was taken to
secure the health and wellbeing of the
troops, so far as having a Arst-rate eom-
missarint, medical aid, and proper means
of transport was concerned.  When a
Question was put to me the other night
by the hon, and gallant Member for Wake-
field (Sir John Hay) this was the amount
of the information which had reached the
Colonial Office—that our military com-
mander was on the Pral, waiting for re-
inforcements, whieh he expeeted, but
which had not reached him, from the
West Indies, and that on their arrival he
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intended to begin the operations autho-
rized by the Duke of Newcastle. Since
that time, however, we have received an-
other mail from the West Coast of Africa;
and now I have to relate the story up
to the latest advices. Last year the rains:
were unusually light, but whereas they -
‘commonly begin in May, this year they set
in with unusual violence and severity in
March, and the consequence was that the
transports with re-inforcements from the
West Indies had not reached the Gold Coast
when the rains began. With the rains
came sickness, and with sickness came the
necessity for sending back to the coast all
the troops which had been gathered upon
the Prah for the purpose of making the in-
tended expedition into Ashantee, excepting
those companies—three in number—which
were left to protect the stores and provi-
sions collected upon the banks of the river.
The last despatch I received from Governor
Pine, dated April 5, contains a statement
to the effect that he was afraid it would not
be practicable to leave those companies
upon the Prah, and the last despateh of all
that has reached me, written only two
days later, was not from Mr. Pine himself,
but from an acting Governor, and it in-
formed me that the Governor not having
been able to carry into effeet his purpose
of having a personal conference with the
military commander as to the state of affairs
and the proper measures to be taken, had
been compelled to take a ernise in the
Rattlesnake for the restoration of his health.
Such is the state of information in which
we find ourselves placed by the last mail.
I may be fairly asked what is the course
we intend to takein these circumstances?
The last mail, as I bave said, has only
reached me within the last few days ; but
since its arrival I have been in communi-
cation with my noble Friend at the head
of the War Department, and also with his
Royal lighness the Commander-in-Chicf,
as to what ought to be done in the present
state of affairs ; and now I have to inform
the Iouse that the determination at whicl
we have arrived, and which I propose to
announce to the authoritics on the spot by
the mail which leaves England on Monday
vest, is this—that transports shall be im~
mediately despatehed to remove from the
Coast troops to the amount of those who
have recently been sent there, so that the
number may be reduced to that which can
be accommodated with the means ordinarily
available upon the Gold Coast, due regard
being had to health and comfort ; that the
T2
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forces shall be altogether removed from the
_-interide ; that the stockades which have
been erected shall be handed over to the
Native chiefs interested in the protection of
the country; and. that the stores shall be
removed so far as the cfrcumstances of the
case may render it practicable to do so. I
_believe, however, it will not be any con-
siderable pecuniary sacrifice to give those
which eannot be removed to the friendly
Native forces which may be told off to gar-
rison the stockades erected on the banks of
the river.” ‘But. even if such an act did in-
volve a considerable pecuniary sacrifice, I

Supply— Civil

am sure the feeling of the House will be

that a sense of duty would compel us to in-
cur it rather than to put in peril the lives
of our officers and men in such a climate.
I have stated what was the origin of the
war. I have stated what were the views
and objects with which my noble Friend the
Duke of Neweastle sanctioned an incursion
on our part into the territory of the King of
Ashantee, and that it was not any aggres-
-sion upon the territory of the King of Ash-
“antee. I have stated that he had no inten-
tion to undertake any war of conquest or of
vengeance ; that his only desire was to ward
off o threatened attack, and that no mea-
sures have been taken except with that
view. With respect to what has ocewrred
sinco I have had the honour of filling the
office I now hold, I have stated the contents
of the mail received only a few days ago,
and have informed the House that, in con-
Jjunction with the War Office and the Horse
Guards, I have taken measures for with-
drawing our troops from the interior of
the country and placing the defence of the
Prah in the hands of those Native chicfs
Whose duty and interest it is to protect
their own territories from hostile incursions.
We also propose, as far as possible, to pro-
vide for the safety, health, and well-being
of our troops on the Gold Coast. Though
it is impossible to speak with any certainty
13 to unknown and unforeseen occurrences,
I entirely sympathize with the feeling that
1t is not our duty to make expeditions into
the interior in such a climate as that of
Afriea. We have no desire whatever for
any extension of territory ; we have no wish
to make wars of conquests or of vengeance ;
and as the rains have put an end to the
lato warlike preparations, so it is not our
intention to renew them for the purpose
of invading the territory of the King of
Ashantee. I have already presented a Re-
turn, which, so far as [ know, will give
the information asked for by the right
M. Cardwell %
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hon. Gentleman, but if any further infor--
mation is required I shall be most happy
to furnish it.

Sik JOHN HAY said, he was sure it
would be extremely satisfactory to the
House to know that the war with the King
of Ashantee was about to terminate. He
was afraid, however, it would not terminate
with either honour or advantage to our
arms. It appeared to him that some blame
attached to the Government for the want
of provision for the troops sent to the hot
climate of the Gold Coast. The Colonial
Secretary had talked of having sent an
excellent commissariat officer to Cape
Coast; but it was not possible to pro-
vide supplies for British troops in such a
country, and the excellence of the officer
would hardly make up for the want of
food. He knmew from personal expe-
rience that cattle could not live on the
Gold Coast, and that it was necessary to
kill and salt them as soon as landed. In
that hot climate, where a fourth of our men
were within a short period laid up with
dysentery, how was it -possible to feed
them with salted provisions 2 He. trusted
measures would immediately be taken to
remove our officers and men to some
climate in which they wotld have a chance
of being restored to an effective state.
There was one point upon which the
Colonial Secretary had not touched. At
present the friendly Native forces were
subsidized to assist us in the Ashantee
war., He was informed, however, by per-
sons recently returned from the spot, that
the chiefs never expressed amy desire for
the protection we were affording them, and
that they were only induced to 4id us by
liberal pay. He was also informed that
the value of all the villages destroyed by
the Ashantee forces, which appeared so
formidable to English notions, did not
exceed £400, and that the friendly Native
chiefs would rather have that sum paid in
money than the defence and proteetion of
our arms. If that information were eor-
rect, the House would probably agree with
him that the payment of £400 would be
far more economical than either the pro-
longation of the war or the continuance of
the subsidy to the Native chicfs.

Service Estimates.

Maiu Question put, and agreed to.

SUPPLY — CIVIL SERVICE ESTIMATES.

Suvrrry considered in Committee.
(In the Committee.)
The following Votes were agreed to :—
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any other system of rifling, recommended
by any other inventor, had been applied
to them. However the determination af
the War Office did not in the least biud
them to the adoption of the shunt prineiple,
the principle proposed by Mr, Whitwonth,
or any other for rifling future guns.  Wul
regard to the latter part of the questivn of
the hon. Member, the system had heen
extensively tried at Shoclumryness, and on
board the gunnery practice shin Ercellent
at Portsmouth.  The War Department
had a great nomber of Reports on the
subject, and he was not aware there was
any objection ta lay them on the talile,
They would take a considerable time to

prepare, and as no definite resolution lisd |

been come to in regard to the system: to
be adopted, be thoucht it wonld be better
to defer their production for the present,

THE ASUANTEE WAR
QUESTION.

S JOHUN DAY : It will be in the

recollection of the House that the right
hon. Gentleman the Sceretary for. the C
lonies, in reply to a Question from
right hon. Baronet the Member for
wich (Sir Joln Pakington), in May
mised that the Ashantee war should |
a stop to, and a transport sent to fetel
the troops. I wish to ask the nolle
Wiether, in accordance with the pro
given before Whitsuntide, any transports
have been sent to eonvey troops from tlie
Gold Coast, what number of men are to
be conveyed, and when the ship sailed 2

Lorp CLARENCE PAGET : Sir, I
will state the arrangements which have
been made for removing the troops which
it is intended to transfer from Cape Coast
Castle to the West Indies. We have taken
up a transport, which is to proceed, and
will be ready to proceed, in two days, to
the Cape de Verd Islands. We have like-
wise ordered the Gladiator, a paddle-
steamer, to proceed at once to Cape Coast
Castle to bring the troops, ealling at Sierra
Leone, to the Cape de Verd I:lands, there
to meet the transport, which will convey
them thenee to the West Indies. We ex-
pect that the transport will have arrived at
the Cape de Verd Islands in time to await
the arrival of the Gladiator with the
troops on board.

Sik JOHN HAY : The numbers ?

Lonp CLARENCE PAGET: The num-
ber of those whom it is intended to remove
is slightly above 500.

Sk JOIN HAY : T have also a Ques-

Tle Murquess of Hartington

\TONS)
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to express his regret at having heavd from
the right hon, Gentleman that he intended
to expunge from the Bill the clause re-
lating to the hooking and lapping process,

[ but he trusted an effort would be made in
{ Committee to retain the clause,
I Rill should pass with that elause in it, it
{{ would entitle the right lion, Gentleman to

If the

areat erelit as having introdueed a Refgun
Bill infinitely more valuable than many of
those Reform Bills which liad come from
[the Ministerial side of the Iouse, le
' might add that he was quite sure that if
{such a measure as that which had heen
alluded to by the hon. Baronet the Membor
for Halifax were introduced, it would re-
ceive every favourable consideration from
agricultural Members,

Motion agreed to : Bill read 27, and
committed for Thursday.

CAPE COAST—TII. ASIIANTEE WAR. *
. QUESTION,
S JOHN HAY said, he rose to ask

Iay upon the table of the House— :
« Statements of the number of Officers and Men
in the Cape Coast command on the Ist day of July,
1863 : ‘

Of the number of Officers and Men landed from
the Megmra, at Cape Coast, in August 1863 :

landed from the Tamar, at Cape Coast, on the Oth
day of April, 1804 : 3

Nominal List of the thirteen Officcrs who have
died up to last Returns : .

Nominal List of the fifteen Officers inv=!ided up
| to last Returns: 'y

Nominal List of the nine Officers romaining:
sick at Cape Coast *

List of the number of Men dead sinee the 1st

day of July last:
1" List of the number of Men invalided since the
1st day of July last :

List of the number of Men in Hospital at last
Return : : Yar

Ard, Statement of the remaining Effective.
| Force at Cape Coast Castle on the 14th day of
May.” : Lot
| He was able to prove that these men had
I died from thie criminal incapacity of Her
Majesty’s Government. . :

Tue Marquess oF ITARTINGTON; in

jutant General on the points mentioned by

'; other papers relating to the Ashantee war.
The Returns received up to the present
| time by the Adjntant General only reached
[lup to the end of Jast April, and did not
! confain the names of all the Officers who

[\ were stated by the hon, and gallant: Mem- ‘

the Under Sccretary of State for War to |

Return of the number of Officers and Men

| reply, said, he hoped that all the informa- |
. tion that was in the possession of the Ad- |

‘the hon. and gallant Member would be laid '
| on the table to-morrow or next day, with |
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any other system of rifling, recommended
by any other inventor, had been applied
to than. However the determination of
the War Office did not in the least hind
them to the adoption of the shunt principle,

The Ashantee War
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tion to put to the Under Secretary of State
for War, of which I have given him notice.
I wish to ask him, ow it is that only one
transport for 500 men is provided, when
the Returns in the hands of Members this

the principle proposed by My, Whitwarth, | moming show 1,402 men at Cape Const

or any other for rifling future guns.

Wath | Castle, in addition to the garvison of 300

regard to the latter part of the question of | nen. and whether there is reason to sup-
the hon. Member, the system had licen | pose, as I fear there is too good reasan,

extensively tried at Shochuryness, and on
board the gunnery practice shin Elreellent
at Portsmouth.  The War Department
had a great number of Reparts an tlie
subject, and he was not aware there was
any ohjection to lay them on the table.
They would take a considerable time to
prepare, and as no definite resolution liad
been come to in regard to the system to
be adopted, he thonehe it would be hetter
to defer their production for the present,

THE ASUANTEE WAR
QUESTION. ;

Sie JOIIN HAY: It will be in the
recollection of the House that the right
hon. Gentleman the Sceretary for Co-
lonies, in reply 10 a Question frg «gﬁ‘e
right hon. Baronet the Member for: ﬁi‘hj}-
wich (Sir John Pakington), in May, pio-
mised that the Ashantee war should Le pnt
a stop to, and a transport sent to fetehiaway
the troops. - I wish to ask the noble Lid,
Wiiether, in accordance with the promise
given before Whitsuntide, any transports
have been sent to eonvey troops fiom tlie
Gold Coast, what number of men are to
be conveyed, and when the ship =ailed ?

Lorp CLARENCE PAGET : Sir, 1
will state the arrangements which have
been made for removing the troops which
it is intended to transfer from Cape Coast
Castle to the West Indies. We have taken
up a transport, which is to proceed, and
will be ready to proceed, in two days, to
the Cape de Verd Islands. We have like-
wise ordered the - Gladiator, a paddle-
steanier, to proceed at once to Cape Coast
Castle to bring the troops, ealling at Sierra
Leone, to the Cape de Verd I-lands, there
to meet the transport, which will convey
them thence to the West Indies. We ex-
pect that the transport will have arrived at
the Cape de Verd Islands in time to await
the arrival of the Gladiafor with the
troops on board.

Sz JOHN HAY : The numbers ?

Lorp CLARENCE PAGET: The num-
ber of those whom it is intended to remove
is sligltly above 500.

SirR JOHUN HAY : I have also a Ques-

Zhe Marquess of Hartington

that 1,000 men have died ?

Tue Manguess or HARTINGTON : 1
lope, Sir. there is no reason to suppose
that 1,000 of the men at Cape Const Castle
liave died ; on the contravy, the last Return
veceived from there showed that the rank
and file. at least. were not suffering from
any great amount of sickness, The pro-
mise which was given by my right hon,
Friend the Sceretary of State tor the Colo-
nies was, I believe, that those troops who
liad been sent from the West Indies to the

Gold Coast for the objects of this war

should be removed, and that the foree at
the Gold Coast should be reduced to its
normal strength. It had been decided,
long before the outbreak of hostilities, that
the foree permanently to be stationed at
the Gold Coast should for the future consist
of one battalion, The removal of these
500 or 550 men from Cape Const will leave
between 700 and 800 men, which is the
foree that it is proposed permanently to.
station there, ! ‘

Mr. HENRY SEYMOUR said, he
wished to ask whether it is true, that of
fifty-one .officers landed at Cape Coast
Castle thirteen had already died, while ten
others were sick ‘from the effeets of cli-
mate 2 Also whether, out of 1,400 men
landed, 600, within a short time after their
arrival, were either dead or invalided 2

Tue Manquess of HARTINGTON ¢ It
is quite true that within the last year
thirteen officers have died on the Gold
Coast, and about the number which: has
been mentioned by my hon. Friend were
invalided. The Returns have been laid on
the table this evening, and will be in the
hands of Members to-morrow, ;

Sie JOUN PAKINGTON : I wish to
ask when the order was given for the
Gladiator to proceed to.-the coast of
Africa, and whether she will afford proper
accommodation for 500" men ?

Lorp CLARENCE PAGET : To-day
the Gladiator was ordered to ‘proceed to
the Gold Coast. -We have no reason to

believe that her accommodation will prove

insufficient for the troops she'is to take.

S JAMES ELPHINSTONE asked
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1841 The Charity {Tone 1

the noble Lovd to state the name of
the transport whieh was to proceed to the
Cape de Vard Islands, and why she vmvl-:
not oo straight to the Gold Coast. Wag
the Gladiator to perform the service fof
which shewas intonded inone or more trips 8

Lonp CLARENCE DPAGET : The
veason we have sent the transport to th
Cape de Verd Islands is in order to savy
time,  She would have to béat up agains
contrary winds in order to get to Cap
Const Castle, and we think time will b
gaved by sending the Gladiator, which i§
A steamer, to earry the troops thenee
the Cape de Verd Islands, She ean il
this in one trip,

S JAMES BELPHINSTONE said
the name of the teansport, or the elass 16
which she balanged, hns not heen statedy]

Lown CLARBNCE PAGET 3 I canndy
tell my lon, Friend the name, She i
however, a sailing ship,

Carrary . TALBOT asked when 1)
transport was talen up for this service 2

Louwp CLARENCE PAGET: She wa
taken up immediately upon the requisiti
of the War Office ; I think au the 26th
May, or about the end of that month.
liave had Der fitted ont at onee ;s the me
have been working day and night to g
lier ready.

o SURPLY,
Opder for Committee read,
Motion made, and Question propose

“That Mr. Speaker do now leave €

Chair.”’ ; :

THE CHARITY COMMISSTONERS,
SELECT COMMITTER MOVED FOR,

Mr. FERRAND said, ie vose to mof
for a Sclect Committee Lo inquire into't
construction, the exjiense, and the worki
of the Board of Charity Commissione
e hoped le should be able to make of
such a case as would induce alurge majg
ity to support him o a division should 8
Government oppose his Motion, And #
was the more encourazed to propose |
Motion from the faet, that theChancel i
of the Exchequer had vepeatedly durile
the present Session called on hon. Me
bers on both sides of thie House to assg
him in reducing the expenditure of
country, without which it was impossil
to keep it within proper limits. Not 1o
since the Chancellor of the Exchequer s
tacked several hon. Members on the Opis
sition side of the House for having shosy
as he stated, a disposition to increase @
expenditure of “the country without ji

i
’
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|| but an effort to preserve peace.

LONS} ? War—Resolution. 1952
%

letter dated the 15th of December, 1863,
and addressed to. “Lieutenant Hay, 4th
West India Regiment, Commanding
Volunteer Corps,” Governor Pine says—
¢ Sir,—Upon your Report; at the request of
Afnl"kn. and Bosoomfra, and mainly at your sug-

z , I have embodied a corps of Volunteers,
who have become virtually soldiers, and whicl

The objects I haye

The ehiefs to whose support you proceed,

consider deserve the countenance, and, if neces:

i i e e || 58rY, the nrmct_l assistance, of. this Government ;
uAomy [ 81 st ‘apgse)) jseop adep | at the same time, I cannot impress upon your

/| mind my extreme anxiety, and the almost neces-

sity which exists for hostilities not being adopted

|| on our part if they can be avoided. Your duty
| will be rather to conciliate the dissenting party,
and I doubt not that your appearance with your

little force will have the effect of preventing

will be justified in using your force in resisting
an attack upon the chiefs, if the sole cause of
quarrel be their resistance of the passage of mu-

are aware, will indirectly attempt to uphold th
tribes unfriendly to us, but I most urgently cal

rities, or a breach of international law. In e
of danger of such collision being imminci#; You
will, if’ possible, make amicable arrangements, or
refer the question to this Government ; but 1 do
not fear direct interference so much as clandestine
influgpee, against which you will be prepared.
You will be good enough to present the accom-
panying letter to the Governor of Elmina, and
obtain his permission before marehing throngh
his territory ; and such mareh, I trust, will be
effected throughout in the least ostentatious man-
ner, defiance not being the object of your mission,
In full reliance
on your diseretion,
“I have the honour to be, Sir,
“Your most obedient servant,
“ Ricn. Ping, Governor.”

This letter seems to me to show that, so
far from having any bloodthirsty inten-
tion, Governor Pine’s wish was fo be as
humane as possible, and the only strong
suggestions of war were embodied in a
despatch from the Colonial Office, which

| threw blame upon Major Cochrane, the

former commandant, and offered stimu-
lants and suggestions of aggressive mea-
sures to his successor. I have thought it
but fair to an officer who is absent from
this conntry, and in a most difficult and

|| responsible position, to give him the benefit

of the defence which this letter affords
him, and which contrasts favourably with
those which Her Majesty’s Government
has selected to produce to the House.

{ you have volunteered to command, under the |
| sanetion of Colonel Conran.
| in view in this undertaking are so well known to g
you that I shall encumber you with few instruc-
| tions,
| against a threatened attack of King Amantifou, I

bloodshed, so soon as it is known that Afarka and
Bosoomfia are under British protection ; but you =

nitions of war and stores to the Ashantee counggy, -
i| It is possible that the French authorities, as you
‘nigdojun ‘pue {Iejax 0} noqe wWe I YoIqm |

upon you to avoid collision with the French autho-




1951 The Ashantee

Coast Castle, principally inhabited by a
Native population, under the protection of
the for't, generally numbering about 10,000
persons. The water for supplying the town
is collected in tanks during the rainy sea-
son ; and the water so collected is supposed
to be sufficient to supply the wants of the
normal population during the dry portion
of the year. The fort of Cape Coast for-
merly had very large and ample tanks;
but many of them arc now out of repair,
and those that are in good condition are
only sufficient to supply with water a force
of about 250 men, which is the usual gar-
rison, - It is true that since these opera-
tions commenced, some six or seven months
after the troops were sent there, in the
month of January, Her Majesty’s Govern-
nient sent a distilling apparatus to Cape
Coast Castle, to supply the troops, but nn-
fortunately that apparatus was not in order
until early in May, so that there was no
sufficient supply of water for the addi-
tional influx of troops until the rainy sea-
son had again set in, and the necessity for
the distilling apparatus was mnot so ap-
parent as it had previously been. There
are at Cape Coast Castle no animals suit-
able for the food of man, no sheep or
cattle. There is no herbage to feed them,
and as soon as cattle are brought to the
settlement they are killed. As much of
the meat as is required is consumed fresh
and the rest is salted for future use. The
food supplied to the troops is therefore
mainly salt provisions and navy biscuit.
The Colonial officer in charge at Cape
Coast Castle is Mr. Richard Pine, and I
am sorry to see, from a source which may
perhaps be supposed to indicate the opi-
nions of Her Majesty’s Government, that
there scems to be some intention to throw
the blame of these proceedings on Governor
Pine. He was formerly Attorney General
at the Gambia. He is an able and clever
lawyer, and was appointed — in conse-
quence of his knowledge of the affairs of
that part of Africa —to be Governor of
Cape Coast Castle. He has been very much
abused, but the House will forgive me if
I endeavour to show that the censure
which has been cast upon him is not alto-
gether deserved. The papers of my poor
brother who (shortly after his arrival with
the troops at Cape Coast Castle) received
orders to act in a political capacity under
Governor Pine, have come into my hands,
and among them are some despatches which
throw light upon the policy which the
Governor proposed to adopt. In an official
Sir John Hay

{COMMONS

§ﬂ' wr—Resolution. 1

letter dated the 15th of December, 1863,

and addressed fo *Lieutenant Hay, 4th
West India Regiment, Commanding
Volunteer Corps,” Governor Pine says—

¢ Sir,—Upon your Report, at the request of
Afarka and Besoomfra, and mainly at your sug- -
gestion, I have embodied a corps of Volunteers,
who have become virtually soldiers, and whicl,
you have volunteered to command, under the
sanction of Colonel Conran. The objects I haye -
in view in this undertaking are so well known to
you that I'shall encumber you with few instruc-
tions. The chiefs to whose support you proceed,
against a threatened attack of King Amantifou, I
consider deserve the countenance, and, if neces-
sary, the armed assistanee, of this Government ;
at the same time, I cannot impress wpon your
mind my extreme anxiety, and the almost neces- d\‘
sity which exists for hostilities not being adopted '%
on our part if they can be avoided. Your duty
will be rather to conciliate the dissenting pax |
and T doubt not that your appearance with your .
lictle force will have the effect of preventing =
bloodshed, so soon as it is known that Afarkaand =
Bosoomfra are under British protection ; but. yiﬁﬁfl—'g‘{
will be justified in using your force in resisting )ﬂ‘
an attack uvpon the chiefs, if the sole cause of
quarrel be their resistance of the passage of mu- |
nitions of war and stores to the Ashantee counggy.
It is possible that the French authorities, as vou
are aware, will indirectly attempt to uphold th
tribes unfriendly to us, but I most urgently call
upon you to avoid collision with the French autho-
rities, or a breach of international law. In cage
of danger of such collision being immineil%; you
will, if possible, make amieable arrangements, or
refer the question to this Government ; but I do
not fear direct interfc so much as el i
influspee, against which you will be prepared,
You will be good enough to present the aceom-
panying letter to the Governor of Elmina, and
obtain his permission before marching through
his terrvitory ; and such march, I trust, will he
effected throughout in the least ostentatious man-
ner, defiance not being the object of your mission,
but an effort to preserve peace. In full reliance
on your diseretion,
“ 1 have the honour to be, Sir,
“Your most obedient servant,
“ Ricnr. Pine, Governor.”

This letter scems to me to show that, so
far from having any bloodthirsty inten-
tion, Governor Pine’s wish was to be as
humane as possible, and the only strong
suggestions of war were embodied in a
despatech from the Colonial Office, which
threw blame upon Major Cochrane, the
former commandant, and offered stimu-
lants and suggestions of aggressive mea-
sures to his successor. I have thought it
but fair to an officer who is absent from
this conntry, and in a most difficult and
responsible position, to give him the benefit
of the defence which this letter affords
him, and which contrasts favourably with
those which Her Majesty’s Government
has selected to produce to the House.
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Ixtending from Cape Coast Castle al-

| most 100 miles into the interior is the

“him to be concealed.

Tantee territory, inhabited by Native tribes
which claim our protection. Beyond this
is the kingdom of Ashantce, and less than
200 miles from Cape Coast Castle is the
town of Kumasi, which is the capital of
that kingdom. With the King of Ashan-
tee we have, as the papers partially show,
certain political arrangements.
cscapes from Ashantee and touches the

‘British or profected ferritory he becomes
Aree.

It is not the eustom of the autho-
ities of Cape Coast Castle to give up such
slaves, nor does the King of Ashantee
usually demand them. ‘We have also an

_agreement in the nature of a treaty of ex-

tradition with Ashantee, according to which
eriminals are to be given up by Ashantee
to us, when proved guilty, and wice versd.
In 1862, a subject of the King of Ashan-
tee, a slave who was working in the gold
mines, escaped and crossed over info the
Iantee territory, taking with him a por-
tion of the gold. This being the property
of the monarch, the King of Ashantee,
after some preliminary correspondence with
the Governor of the Gold Coast, claimed
the slave as a thief ; but the Governor,
rightly or wrongly, thought he was not
justified in giving him up, believing that
the major of his being an escaped slave
included the minor of his being a thicf.
The King of Ashantee replied that if the

" slave were innocent he ehould not have

claimed him, but, being a thief, he could
not admit that the fact of his being a slave
ought fo save him from punishment.® ITe
aceordingly sent some men across the fron-
tier to endeavour to seize him in one of
the Fantee villages in which he believed
They failed to ac-
complish their purpose, but burned the
villnge, and committed some acts of de-
struction, which, I have been assured,
could not be supposed to excced £400 in
value. The matter was represented to the
Colonial Office, Which decided upon war,
and took measures accordingly.

The Returns in the hands of Members
aro very imperfect, but it appears from
them that on the 1st of July last, in time
of peace, 686 men and 18 oflicers, about
the strength intended to be maintained
permanently on the coast, were already on
the spot. ‘L'hrec officers, Major Heyrick,
Captain Barnard, and my brother, then
serving at the Cape of Good Hope, were
ordéred home in the spring of last year,
with a view of proceeding to the West
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Indies, there to join a newly raised regi-
ment for service on the west coast of
Africa. They were exceedingly astonished
when they received those orders, but in
obedience to them returned to this coun-
try, and my brother was with me in this
counfry last June. I mention this fact
because a statement has been-put forth,
that at that time no intention of war was
entertained, whereas when my brother was
with me in England he had orders to go
to the coast of Africa by the West Indies,
and [ gave him letters of introduction to
Commodore Wilmot and others on the
coast of Africa, which I would not have
done unless I had known he was going
there. Of those three officers two are now
dcad, and one is in such a condition that
it is feared he may never recover. Fortu-
nately, however, he has reached this coun-
try, and I trust Captain Barnard may again
serve the Queen. I am not now about to
question the policy which Her Majesty’s
Government has thought proper to adopt”
in commencing this war, but, as they de-
cided to carry on war upon the Gold Coast,
I am entitled to inquire how they have
conducted it. I have secen something of
military and naval operations in most
parts of the world, and have been person-
ally engaged in most of the wars in which
we have been involved for the last thirty
years. I may be supposed, therefore, to
have some expericnce of this matter. One
would imagine that every comfort for
troops serving in such a deadly climate
would have been immediately sent out;
and as there is no good water there, and
no supplies can be obtained on the spot,
one would imagine that roomy and ample
transports conveying the expedition would
have been moored in the anchorage off
Cape Coast Castle to afford a base of opera-
tions ; that steam transports would have
been forthcoming to co-vey fresh pro-
visions from Sierra Leone, or any other
place from which it was thought desirable
to draw supplies; and, further, that hos-
pital ships to receive the sick, and steamers
to take them away to a position where
they might recover from disease or from
gunshot wounds, would have been pro-
vided. It would also have been desirable
that the steam transports should have been
employed, as in the Crimea, in distilling
water for the use of the troops. With
such appliances, the war, though still dan-
gerous and deadly, would not have been
as fatal as it has proved; and Ier Ma-
jesty’s Government, having made up their
3 R
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minds to send 1,800 men upon such duty,
were bound to supply them with materials
other than a distilling apparatus that would
not work, brackish water remaining for
the use of 200 men, and salt provisions,
and single canvas tents for shelter, whilst
the thermometer stood at minety-four in
the shade. T donot wish to state the case
more strongly than it deserves; 1 do mot
* wish to make an unjust attack upon any
Department. But, as the war is estimated
to have cost £14,000 a month, I must say
that all which could be necessary for the
safety of the troops or the efficient conduct

of hostilities ought to have been supplied ;.

- and that Her Majesty’s Government, which
-had thought proper to incur this expense
without the sanction, and, indeed, without
the knowledge of this House, would have
done well either to have consulted the
House, or else not to have starved the
war and killed our men. War to be suc-
cessful ought to be conducted so as to bring
matters to an issue as speedily as possible,
but in the present case it seems that this
maxim, and, indeed, the dictates of com-
mon sense, has been lost sight of. The
officer whom I have mentioned sailed in
Her Majesty’s ship Megera from Plymouth
in June for Jamaica, and orders had becn
previously forwarded for the troops there
to be ready to ¢embark for the Gold Coast.
The troops were ready on her arrival, and
embarked at onee, and sailed for Africa.
As there are some unaccountable errors in
the official Return, I prefer to take, the
numbers from particulars furnished to me
from other sources; and, according to
these, one wing of the Fourth West India
Regiment, under Colonel Conran, number-
ing 21 officers and 450 men, embarked in
the course of the month of July and sailed
immediately for Cape Coast Castle, reach-
ing it on the 14th of August. There is a
rumour that Colonel Conran is to be blamed
for having committed a mistake ; that he,
being an officer who had served in hot
climates, ought to have attended to the
commissariat, and that to his neglect, or
that of Governor Pine, is owing what has
oceurred. Now, Colonel Conran, on arriv-
ing at the Gold Coast, was, I am assured,
very much astonished at the position in
which he found himself. A considerable
body of troops, quite sufficient for the ex-
isting supplies, were already on the spot,
and he was thrown on shore with 450 men
and 21 officers additional. Naturally he
referred to Governor Pine for instructions
ns to the duty which he was expected to
Sir John Hay
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perform, those which he had himself re-
ceived being by no means clear, the only
thing to be gathered from them being that
he was to place himself at the disposal of
Governor Pine. The Governor told him
his™ orders were to march to Prahsu, a
town on the river Prah, and to occupy
Mansu and Shahsu. By the desire of the
Government, he had already deposited
supplies of salt provisions at certain places
on the line of march, and huts for the ac-
commodation of the soldiers would speedily
be erected. Colonel Conran, I understand,
acted in a manner that was highly credit-
able to him. I am told he is an officer
who has risen from the ranks; but he
must be an able soldier or Her Majesty’s
Government would never have® selected
him for this special service. Heis a hardy,
rough British officer, and a proof of this
may be found in the fact that officers who
have just returned to this country report
of Colonel Conran a characteristic declara-
tion that “he was fulfilling and would
fulfil the instructions of Her Majesty’s
Government, though only twe white offi-
cers were left to follow him.” Colonel
Conran told the Governor he was ready
to obey the orders, though he certainly
thought they were not wise; and he was
then shown a despatch from the Colonial
Office, blaming Major Cochrane, his pre-
decessor, and charging him with inactivity,
and a want of military virtaes more im-
portant even than activity. Like a good
soldier, Colonel Conran obeyed orders, and
a commissary, Mr. Blanc, having becn sent
out to endeavour to provide for the troops,
he likewise proceceded to do his best to
fulfil his duty. Hehad command of money,
but of no other facilities whatever, for it
seemed to be forgotten that the scene of
action was 1,000 miles from Sierra Leone.
Mr. Blane, however, was highly praised
by Governor Pine for what he had done
with the slender means at his disposal;
and, therefore, it is plain that no blame
attaches either to Governor Pine, to Colo-
nel Conran, or to Mr. Blane the commis-
sary, for the misfortuues which afterwards
befel the force. When the Megera landed
the expeditionary force, instead of remain-
ing attached to it, she sailed on other duties
and disappeared from the scene. Colonel
Conran marched his force, as directed, to
Mansu, to Prahsu, to Shahsu, and other
places; and shortly afterwards a large
force of volunteers was raised far away to
the west, at Dixcove. To that force no
medical man was attached, and Colonel
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(Conran, writing to the officer in command
on the 29th of January, said—

« Sir,—Under existing circumstances you will,
on receipt of this letter, march from where you
now are to Akropong, in Denkera, with your de-
tachiment of volunteers, and there remain in the
defence of the King and his people, as allies of
Iler Majesty’s Government against the Ashan-
.tees. The King, who is here and knows me, will
lionse your men, I will in a few days forward-a
medical officer to your assistanve from the F'rah,
by a road leading thence. - The King's son, Qua-
coo Mame, is my A.D.C., aid upon whom you
may depend for truthful information. Your letter

- the Governor and myself received this morning
from Gorgie, - |
1 have the honour to be, Sir,
“ Your most obedient servant,

4 -, CoNRAN,
. - “Lieutenant Colonel
That ecommunication was addressed to
Licutenant Hay, commanding. the volun-
tecrs on the Gold Coast, and is marked
“ Pressing.” © The ‘medical officer never
_reached the force, and the volunteers con-
sequently entered upon the. war without
any medical aid whatever. This letter
ghows that the volunteers raised were act-
ing a8 a combined force for the invasion of
Ashantee. ~ Among the papers in my pos-
session is a copy of an official letter, writ-
ten by my brother to the Governor, after
he was almost too ill for exertion of any
kind, in the following terms:—

“Sir,~I have the honour to report, for the in-
formation of the officer commanding, the 4th West
India Regiment on the 11th of this month with
gverything correct, 'The mareh throughout was
good, considering the nature of the country. One
day we crossed forty-nine rivers, some by fording
and others by large trees, so that long marches
eannot be made in a day of even ten hours’ mareh.
1 liad to make two halts on the road, one of one
day to rest the men, and another of three days to
tnke medicine for the country fever, of which the
© men hwl an attack, but are now nearly all right,

except from the weakness incidental to a sharp
attack of that sickness,” i
So that the officers and men on detached
expeditions were without any medical ad-
vice, the blame of which, however, doos
not rest with the officers who despatched
them. Those officers volunteered for that
gorvice, and there were no medical men
to send. IHer Majesty's Government sent
out twelve medical officers. Three are
doad, three ave invalided, and the remain-
ing six have been described to me as walk-
ing skeletons who have been left to do duty
at Cape Coust Castle. About that time
the commanding officer of one of Her Ma-
josty’s ships then at Cape Coast was asked
to give two Zxeellont seamen to ma-
noge the rocket battery attached to the

PR ”
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expedition. Two men were sent up, and
both died. Commodore Wilmot, the able
naval Commander-in-Chicf on the West
(Coast, whose experience is great, and
whose talents” are recognized, and who
had officially protested against this war,
for he well knew the coast, was, so angry
that he threatened to bring a charge against
the captain in command of the detachment
for not properly lodging and feeding his
men. Doctor Rutherford, the medical offi-
cer with the detachment, agreed in this
charge, and was.about to give evidence in
support of it, but he died also, and it was
found on inquiry that the seamen were as
well lodged and fed as the officers of the
army. That official correspondence has
not yet appeared, but I suppose it is in
the possession of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment.

Throughout last winter there was great
sickness at Cape Coast Castle. I have ex-
amined the Return laid on the table, and
have endeavoured to ascertain how many
have died. The Return now in the hands
of Members gives a total of 64 officers and
1,745 men who have been landed since
1st July, 1863, or were present at that
date, and it gives 1,348 men and 48 offi-
cers as now remaining fit for duty. There
must, however, be some mistake here, be«
cause the Return gives 35 out of the 64
officers as dead or invalided, in addition
to those in hospital in Cape Coast Castle.
Out of 1,745 men 1,348 are said to be
efficient. That leaves 397 hors de combat,
whereas the Return of the number of men
dead and invalided is 127, which *aves
270 men not accounted for. They are
‘““missing,” in military parlance, which
means dead or deserted. As it is not likely
they have deserted to the King of Ash-
antee, I come to the other painful con-
clusion.

On the 9th of April this year H.M.S.
Tamar landed reinforcements from the
West Indies at Cape Coast Castle. | She
brought 643 men and 27 officers. At that
time there were troops at various camps in
the interior, but there were many men
sick at Cape Coast, and 15 officers also ill
in the Castle. The Zamar landed her
men on the beach of Cape Coast Castle.
She brought no provision for the mass of
wretchedness there. The troops already
there were in Native huts, and those
brought by the Zamar were marched to
the front and put under canvas. Before
the Zamar lett, 120 of the men she brought
were down with sickness. - The medical

SR2
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officer said he would have given his own
life to have had those poor men put on
board ‘the Tamar. Captain Stirling, an
excellent officer, took compassion on a poor
lady, and against orders took her to Gib-
raltar and saved her life. The Zamarhad
1o orders to have anything to do with the
expedition. With the usual red-tape rou-
tine, she was ordered, after landing her
troops, immediately to proceed on another
service, and to remove a regiment from
Gibraltar; and these poor sick men from

the ramparts saw her steaming away for:

the western horizon, and with her the last
gleam of hope shrunk within their breasts.
They nearly all died. One would have
imagined that the Government when send-
ing a steamship to this part of the world,
where there was no one to give orders—
for the Governor was gone to sea, ill, Colo-
nel Conran was up the country, and the
commanding officer at Cape Coast Castle
was delirious with fever — would have
given orders to the captain of the Zamar
to bring away with him any men who
might have been wounded or suffering
from fever. But the captain had positive
orders to proceed on another service. The
-captain was probably not aware of what
was going on on shore, and he steamed
away in obedience to Lis orders, leaving
these men to die. “The tender mercies
of the wicked are cruel.” It would be
rather too painful to read the names of
the officers whose services have been in
this manner lost to their country. .Some
few may have recovered, but I have been
told by a medical man that the effect of
the fever is so debilitating upon the con-
stitution, that those who died were almost
happier than those who lived. When the
last mail left there — for the African mail
called there every month—there were nine
officers and eighty-five men left in the
apology for an hospital in Cape Coast Castle,
who were living on brackish water and salt
beef. The mail steamer was so full that
there was no room for any one. Her
medical officer was kindness itself to those
who embarked on board lher; but there
was no preparation for invalids: the sur-
geon himself gave up his cabin to a poor
lady who died; and the sick officers, packed
in small cabins, were without those com-
forts so necessary to their recovery. Some
died ot sea; others were landed at Sierra
Leone, and died there.

Now, Sir, I understand the Government
propose to send out the Gladiator to bring
away the troops. I wish to tell the House,

Sir John Hay
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and the Secrefary of State for the Colonics
will bear me ouf, that I have not wished
to keep secref the information I have re-
ceived. I have not endeavoured to throw
it on the House ‘as a surprise for party
purposes. I drew up a memorandum,
which I showed to many of my friends,
and afterwards placed in the hands of the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and I
understand the right hon. Gentleman hag
shown it to the noble Marquess the Under
Secretary for War. In the same spirit
yesterday morning I called upon my noble
Friend the Secretary to the Admiralty to
state that I understood no transport had
been taken up or sent, and that I was
about to put a question in the House in
the form which I placed im the noble
Lord’s hands. In consequence of the noble
Lord’s answer, I noted down another ques-
tion, and called on the noble Marquess at
the War Office. I told the noble Marquess
that I should put that question to him.in
the House. In consequence of my motice,
the Admiralty decided on sending the .
Gladiator. At this time, therefore, al-
though some sailing transport, whose name
is not known, is under repair, the only
actual and tangible ship is the Gladiator,
She is to bring away 600 men, which, ac-
cording to the Government Return, leavcs
270 men unaccounted for. The House
has been told that it is the intention of
the Government to keep 700 or 800 men =

there, and to bring away 500. Now, the
Gladiator is to carry these men to Cap
Verd. Hon. Gentlemen looking at a map
are apt to forget the great distance that =
separates Cape Coast from Cape Verd. The
Cape Verd Islands are nearly 2,000 miles
from Cape Coast Castle. It will be neces-
sary to carry these black men, who are
debilitated by climate and sickness, upon
deck, for the Qladiator has little room be-
yond what is necessary for her own crew.
Is it possible that it is proposed to carry
550 sickly men on deck from Cape Coast
Castle to Cape Verd—a distance of nearly
2,000 miles? When they get to Cape
Verd, which is a sickly place, have Her
Majesty’s Government obtained permission
from the Portuguese Government for these
men to disembark? The quarantine law
in those Islands is said to be very strict, as
I believe is well known. Will the Portu-
guese Government allow these black troops
to break their laws, and, after twelve or
fourteen days’ voyage, will they allow
them to land (if any are then alive) on
their shores and await the arrival of a
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\ vessel that is not yet ready for sailing®

|
b
|

But what sort of a ship is the Gladiator ?
In the Repvrt on the Health of the Navy
in 1859 the Gladiator is stated to have
been built at Woolwich in 1844. Her
Tength of gun-deck is 190 feet; keel for
fonnage, 164 feet; extreme breadth, 37}
feet ; depth of hold, 23 feet. She is 1,200
tons burden, her draught of water is 7 feet
7. inches forward, and 9 feet 4 inches aft.
The Gladiator was, I believe, ordered home
not long ago, partly from defeets and partly

“from being unhealthy. Her crew were

not paid off, but: turned over to the Grey-
hound. Trom the Report of the Health of
the Navy, 1859, page 44, it appears that

- the Gladiator had 23 cases of yellow fever

at. Havannah in October, of which two
died. The disease was checked by the
ghip running out of the tropics to Halifax.
Comparing the ratio of non-effectives daily

_per 1,000 of mean force in the Zndus, the

ship which I then had the honour to com-
mand, and the Gladiator, the following is
the result :—Indus, 40°5 ; Gladiator, 78°8.
Sent to Hospital — Tndus, one year, 38;
‘Gladiator, three months, 25 ; Tndus’s com-
plement, 600 ; Gladiator’s complement,
255. By the Report of the Health of the
Navy, 1860, page 97, the Gladiator again
ghows an unhealthy ratio of sickness:—
Number of complement, 160 -only (pre-
vious Return. 255) ; average number daily
of non-effectives, 143 ; ratio per 1,000 of

| mean forco, 79'4; being the fourth ship

bearing - the greatest proportion of sick,
those with a larger number having all
been fever ships in 1860. That ship,
which will not contain 500 men below,
and which is reported as being unhealthy,

. i the vessel which has suddenly sailed

after notice of a question has been given,
and is the only chance of life that our offi-
cers and men at Cape Coast Castle have.
T'hey are to be conveyed by that ship to a
Portuguese colony, which may not receive
them, there to be put into a ship whose
name even is unknown, and which has
not yet sailed. The question which I now
have to ask the House is, whois to blame?
T'here has been a sort of hushed sugges-
tion that a noble Duke, whose illness I
personally regret and which is regretted
by all who know him, is to be the scapc-
goat of the Ministry. I have shown, how-
ever, that the Colonial Office is not the
Department which is specially to blame. It
has.been also suggested that the Governor
is to blame, but 1 have pointed out that
the Governor has only followed the in-
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structions which have been given him.
The Colonial Governor could not order offi-
cers from the Cape of Good Hope, nor
troops from Jamaica, nor fransports mor
other ships from ! ngland. T have no
doubt, if the Governor had the power,
the waters of Cape Coast would have been
covered with transports. Therefore, the
Colonial Governor is not to blame. Well,
the Colonial Minister has not the power to

declare war — that is a Cabinet question ; .

and, therefore, before 2,000 men can be
sent, a great expense incurred, and a dis-
astrous expedition determined upon, there
must be some consultation among Her Ma-
jesty’s Ministers. It appearsto me that the
Cabinet are responsible for this war; that
the War Office is responsible for the or-
dering of the treops, and for the insuffi-
cient commissariat. The Admiralty, in a
slight degree, is also to blame for the want
of sufficient transports. The Admiralty
and Transport Office in those cases act only

on requisition from the War Office, but, if

no requisition was made, the responsibility
for not sending transports, store-ships, and
supplies rests especially with the War De-
partment. But that Department cannot
act without the Treasury where a large
sum of money is required, and, therefore,
those two Departments seem to me particu-
larly responsible. I therefore ask this
question, ““Who is to blame:” and I

 trust Her Majesty’s Government will find

an answer. Who is to blame? Themen

who have betrayed Denmark and truckled

to Germany. Who is to blame? Tz men
who have alienated France and irritated
Russia. Who is to blame? The men
who have convulsed China and devastated
Japan; the same men who ten years ago
sent a British army to perish of cold, of
hunger, and of want of shelter in a
Crimean winter, and have now sent Bri-
tish troops to perish of fever, of thirst,
and of want of shelter on the burning
plains and fetid swamps of Western Africa.
Theso men cling to that front Bench with
wonderful tenacity, and they send other
men to die with wonderful courage. I
appeal to this House to do justice to its
soldiers ; I pray of them to purge them-
selves from complicity in this erime. I
entreat you to lay the blood of our bre-
thren—which ecries to us from the ground
—vwhere it is deserved — at the door of
Her Majesty’s Ministers. I move, Sir,
that Her Majesty’s Government, in land-
ing forces on the Gold Coast for the pur-
pose of waging war against the King of

1962
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Ashantee without making any sufficient
provision for preserving the health of the
troopsito be employed there, have incurred
a grave responsibility, and that this House
laments the want of foresight which has
caused so large a loss of life. ;

Amendment proposed, s

To leave. out from the word “That” to the

end of the Question, in order to add the words

_ @ Jler Majesty’s Government, in landing Forces

on the Gold Const for the purpose of waging war

against the King of Ashantee, without making

any sufficient provision for preserving the health

of the T'roops to be employed there, have incurred

a grave responsibility ; and that this House la-

ments the want of foresight which has caused so
large a loss of life,”—(Sir John Hay,)

~instead thereof.

Question proposed, ¢ That the words
proposed to be left out stand part of the
Question.”

- Tue Marquess or HARTINGTON said,
he was quite sure they all sympathized
‘very deeply with the hon. and gallant
Gentleman who had just addressed the
House, for the very painfal loss which he
had sustained—the loss of a distinguished
and gallant brother upon the inhespitable
shores of Africa. [lle trusted, however,
* that, much as the House might sympathize
with the hon. and gallant Member, no
feeling of that kind would induce them to
assent to the Resolution which had just
been moved without more careful inquiry
into the facts and better evidence for his
assertions than the hon. and gallant Gen-
tleman had afforded, e did not propose
to follow the hon. and gallant Member
through the whole of his speech, or to
answer all the allegations which had been
made against [ler Majesty's Government ;
but as the weight of the indictment and
the greatest number of charges had been
brought. aguinst the Department which
he had the honour to represent in that
House, he hoped the House would bear
with him while he expluined as well and
as shortly as he could the arrangements
which had been made by that Depart-
ment, the loss which the countiy had
actually sustained, and the real facts of
the case with respect to the operations
under notice. The hon. and gallant
Member had stated that a considerable
number of troops had from time to time
been landed on the Gold Coast by order
of the Government, with the objeet of pro-
secuting hostilities aguinst the King of
Ashantee. He must distinctly state that
the only troops which had been sent by
Sir Joln Hay
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order of Her Majesty’s Government, and
had been landed upon the Gold Coast with
that object, were the seven companics
which landed at Cape Coast Castle from
the Zamar in the April of this year. The
hon. and gallant Gentleman had stated
that the troops which arrived under the
command of Colonel Conran in the August
of last year must have. been intended
for that purpose. Without fatiguing the
House by entering into all the negotiationg
which had taken place between the War -
Office and the Colonial Office with respect
to the number of troops, he might state
that as“long ago as 1862 the Colonia]
Office urged on the Horse Guards that
the increased requirements of the service
needed an increase of the troops to be
permanently maintained on the West
Coast of Africa. On account of the diffi-
culty of preparing a considerable number
of troops for that purpose, the proposition
was at that time resisted by the War
Office, and no increase of force was sanc-
tioned ; buf late in 1862 the Gold Coast
Artillery Corps—which up to that time
was the only corps permanently stationed
there—mutinied and had to be disbanded.
In consequence of that mutiny, and also
of the eontinual requisitions of the Colo-
nial Office, it was determined fo raise
another West India regiment, and until
that regiment had been raised, it was
decided that the head-quarters and one
wing of the 4th West India Regiment, he
believed, under the command of Colonel
Conran, should proceed to the Gold Coastu
for the purpose of taking the place of ¢
corps which had mutinied. - That  pro- =
posed arrangement he asserted positively,
and he hoped the House would give lix
its attention, had been commenced beforg
the Government had any notice of a war,
and it would have been made equally as
well when Major Cochrane was in com-
mand, whether the war had taken place
or mot; nor were the troops under com-
mand of Colonel Conran sent with the
objeet of taking part in hostilities against
the King of Ashantee. The point was of
some importance, because the number of
the troops to which the hon. and gollant
Member’s Motion referred would very
much vary with the fact whether the
troops landed from the Megara were or
were not intended to wage war with the
King of the Ashantees.

One of the principal grounds of accusa-
tion against Her Majesty’s Government
appeared to be that sufficient preparation
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was not made for the troops which were
landed from the Zumar at Cape Coast
Castle ingApril of the present year;
and, though'the hon. Member had not
mentioned it, the statement had been
made that sufficient foresight had not
been exercised in regulating the time in
which those troops should be disembarked
¢ ' Now he
had a statement of the dates of the dif-

- ferent orders and. proceedings connected

with the conveyance of the troops by the

. Zumar, which would show that no unne-

cessary delay took place in the despatch of
the reinforcements to Colonel Conran. e
would leave to his right hon. Friend the
Secrefary of State for the Colonies the
defence of the poliey of the Government
in assenting, upon the urgent representa-
tions of Governor Pine, to send reinforce-
ments to Cape Coast Castle, with the ob-
ject, if mecessary, to prosecute war with
He thought
his right hon. Friend could show that that
wias . not an unwise decision, but he (the
Marquess of Hartington) did not wish to
go into the question of policy, as he only

" desired to point out what were the ar-

rangements to forward to Colonel Conran
these reinforcements.  In December last
it was decided that they should be sent.
No time was then lost in applying to the
Admiralty on the subject, and getting a
transport to take them, and the Zamar
was ready to sail from England on the 8th
of January. It must not be supposed that
it was in the power of the Zumar to sail
to a certain place in the West Indies in
order to take up troops there and at once
to convey them to Cape Coast Castle. On
the contrary, one of the great difficulties

* in providing these reinforcements was that

of ascertaining at what station in the West
Indies they could be taken without incon-
venience and without delay. The conse-
. quence was that the Zamar had to proceed
to Barbadoes, Trinidad, and thence to Ja-
maica. She mude her final departure from
Honduras on the 8rd of March, and ar-
rived at Cape Coast Castle on the 9th of
April.  Owing to that circuitous course,
and its being uncertain whence the troops
could be taken, it wus quite impossible
that the Government could make an aceu-
rute caleulution of the time when they
would arrive at Cape Coast Castle; and
with reference to the statement that proper
nccommodation was not provided for the
traops on their arrival there, he must ob-
gerve that it was the intention of the Go-
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vernor, in conjunction with Colonel Conran,
who had made all his preparations for the
invasion of the Ashantee territory, not to
delay twenty-four hours after the arrival of
the reinforcements, but immediately to
march up the troops landed from the Zamnar
to the River Prah, and after striking a blow
against the King of the Ashantees, the
colonel hoped to return to the coast within
a short period, and before the setting in of
the rainy season. The reinforcements
would then have been sent back to the
West Indies. The Zwnar did not arrive
as soon by about a fortnight as Colonel
Conran had expected, and besides there
occurred that which he believed the House
would find to be the real cause of the ill
suceess of the whole enterprize—the rainy
season commenced at least tiwo months or
six weeks earlier than had been expected.
In fact last year, as appeared from the
despatches on the table, very little rain
indeed had fallen up to the month of
August. The rainy season, as he was in-
formed by the best authorities acquainted
with that climate, did not generally com-
mence till the end of April or the begin-
ning of May. In the present year, how-
ever, it set in with great scverity in the
middle of March.. He believed that it
was known that the seasons were ex-
tremely uncertain in tropical climes, but
he was informed that the rainy scason was
rarely known to begin so early as in the
present year, and the Correspondence on
the table showed that mneither Colonel
Conran nor Governor Pine anticipated that
it would commence before ‘they were able
to begin the expedition into the inferior of
the country. If, however, Colonel Conran
had been able to send the troops with the
reinforeements into the interior, that cir-
cumstance would not have relieved him
from the duty of making the necessary
accommodation for them on the coast, be-
cause it was expected that they would
come back there in a short time. In re-
spect to the matter of accommodation for
the troops, he had to state that in October
last the War Office desputched a very able
officer of Engineers, Major Clarke, to the
Gold Coast, with the object of making such
arrangements as might be found to be ne-
cessary for the increased number of troops
intended to be maintained on the coast of
Africa. His instructions were to report to
the War Office what alterations and exten-
sions of existing buildings would be neces-
sary, and he was also authorized, with the
sanction of the officer in command of the
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troops, to expend certain sums on services
immediately nceded. It was true that
Major Clarke, when he arrived at Cape
Coast Castle, was not aware that those
reinforcements of seven companies had
been ordered; but his instructions had
reference to a very much larger number of
troops than were at Cape Coast Castle at
the time. Of course it was Impossible
for Major Clarke to enter upon any large
works at once, because he had not funds
at his disposal for extensive works, but he
had  all the funds which the House of
Commons had enabled to be placed at his
disposal. Still the labour and the neces-
sary materials were not at hand, and there-
fore it was necessary that existing build-
ings should be adapted to the accommoda-
tion of troops. Major Clarke found that at
Cape Coast Castle, Acera, and other sta-
tions, there was an abundance of public
buildings and’ private houses well fitted
to accommodate a very large number of
‘troops. He had scen a sketch made by
Major Clarke of certain private houses at
Acera which he proposed to convert into
barracks . at a small expense. Unfortu-
nately, however, a short time previously
to the arrival of the reinforcements from

- the West Indies the small-pox broke out

very badly in some parts of the town of
Cape Coast Castle, and the buildings des-
tined for the accommodation of the troops
were on that account unavailable, and it
became necessary to place the men under
eanvas or to take advantage of such other
buildings as might be obtained at some
distance from the infected part of the
town. Some hon. Gentlemen who seem
amused at mention of the small-pox
might, perhaps, be morc amused at the
circumstance that at Acera the houses in-
tended by Major Clarke to be converted
into temporary barracks were destroyed
by an earthquake a short time before the
arrival of the Zumar. Therefore there
was no accommodation for the troops ex-
copt such as might be provided by tents
and some other houses, but he was in-
formed that the troops from the Zwmar
only remained at that station under can-
vas for two days, and then almost every
one was accommodated in houses. He
thought that the statement he had made
would show that there was no want of
forethought on the part of the War Office
in providing accommodation for the troops.
Under the circumstances regular harracks
could not be obtained, but an officer had
been specially sent out to provide tempo-
Lhe Marquess of Hartington
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rary accommodation. If, from unfortu-
nate circumstances, that accommodation,
suddenly and in a very short time before
the arrival of the troops became unavail-
able, he really .could not sec how the
Government could be held responsible for
‘the unfortunate circumstances which had
occurred.

The next allegation was that the com.
missariat arrangements were defective,
With regard to those arrangements, it
was reported, in August, 1863, after the
arrival of the Megwra, by the commis-
sariat officer at Cape Coast, that there
was considerable difficulty in procuring
fresh meat—that it could not be procured
oftener than twice a week. Subsequently,
and on that represéntation, large issues of
preserved meat were made from this coun-
try, and they had been continued up to
the present time. In the campaign which
took place in the year 1863 the Governor
made great complaints against Major
Cochrane about his delay and not having
prosecuted the war with greater vigour.
Major Cochrane represented that the greaf
difficulty was in obfaining transport for
the commissariat. In conscquence orders
were sent in October last to  Assistant
Commissary General Blane, who was then
serving at the Gambia, to proceed to Cape
Coast Castle, in order, should the opera-
tions be continued, to organize a transpor(
corps. That officer, who in all these
transactions had fully borne out the high
opinion previously entertained of him, dil
organize a transport corps, of between
700 or 800 men, and numbering ulti-
mately 1,000 Natives, by means of which
the troops were furnished with supplics,
wherever they moved.  With referenee to
the statement that had heen made, that
the troops lived at that time almosf ¢
tirely on salt meat, the House woull
perhaps allow him to read a genevl
order issued by Colonel Conran on fl
23rd of January.

“The vations for the troops in the field willl:
as follows :—11b. biscuit, or 1 1b. flour, or 1§ I,
rice ; 11D, salt meat or 11h. fresh meat, or | Ib.
preserved boiled beef without bone.  Frosh meat
or preserved meat to be issued every other day.
The issue of biscuit, flour, and rvice to be varied
as often as eirnmstances will permit.”

It could not be supposed that Colonel
Conran would have published that general
order to the troops if he had not first
assured himself of the fact that there was
fresh meat to be issued. He would not
have ventured to ridicule the officers and
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all weathers the landing through the surf
was a difficult, not to say d‘mverous, ope-
ration,.that communication could not be
maintained between the shore and the ships
for more than four or five days at a time,
and that when the weather was at all bad
the surf was such that it would be quite
impossiblé to transport sick or wounded
nien to a floating hospital. In camp equip-
ments and other stores of that kind therc

had been no more deficiency than in the

articles he had just mentioned. e would
not detain the House with an enumeration
of the stores, but from December last, bed-
steads, blankets, tents, and so on, had been
repeatedly sent out in large numbers. Not
only had all requisitions been attended to
without the slightest delay, but the wants
of the troops were even anticipated by the
Department - at home. * Such were ths
arrangements which had been made by
the War Office, and he thought they were
sufficient to show that the wants and com-
forts of the troops had not been neglected.
If anything had been omitted to be done,
it was quite clear, he thought, that com.
plaints would have been heard on the
subjeet ; but although he had looked over
a great many despatches which had been
‘received from the Gold Coast he had not
seen a single complaint— and he believed
no such thing existed — either from the
officer in command of the troops, from the

~ Governor it the station, from the officer in
; th«ll“‘[‘

ol lhu commissariat, who was
d]l hands fo be a most

would not be
his tongue, or from the
officer, or, indeed, from
pelse who was responsible to the
ment or the War Office for the pro-
vmqmpmnnt of the t troops under their
T pocoulds he imugine, had the
been guilty of the negligenee
yowere aeeused, that e ofli-
s I question would h‘m- ke pr lh(- il=
thovities ul hiopme d ‘ §
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- ground for supposing that no deficicney in
reality existed.  That being so, the War
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Office could scarcely be much to blame;
however much the disastrous loss of life: =
which had taken place was to be deplored.
The hon. and gallant Member had pro-
duced a great sensation—and a great sen-
sation had no doubt been produced in the
country—by moving for a list of the names -
of thirteen officers who had died at the |
station, and he believed it was supposed by
many that those  thirteen officers had died
in consequence of the expedition against
the King of Ashantée. Now, that expe-
dition took place—and it was the only
expedition “against the King of Ashantee
which the Government had sanctioned—
during the spring. Of the thirteen officers
who died in thirteen months—for the Re-
turns extended from the May of last year
to May of the present—six died last year,
Of these, four died in Major Cochrane’s
campaign against the Ashantees, the repe-
tition of which campaign was exactly thut
which it was the object of the Government,
of Governor Pine, and of Colonel Conran
to prevent. In 1863 mo precaution was -
taken to prevent the Ashantees from enter-
ing the country under the protection of
Fngland. They did enter that counfry,
destroyed several villages, and indulged,
he belicved, in great cruclty towards tlic
Natives. 1t was in the endeavour fo expel
the King of the Ashantees and his forees &
from the British Protectorate that the &
troops under Major Cochirane had suffercd
so severely. e presumed, however, thut
if the territory was supposed to be undey
our protection, it would not be contendel
that we should allow the troops of
King of Ashantec or any other fu
ravage it. [An hon. Memper : Denma
He was not aware that Denmark wis
under the British Protectorate ; but fo ve-
turn to the list of those officers who Hul
died, he found that one died on the 2nd ol
Qctober, 1863, just after, he belieyel, by & °
Tl lundul from the West. Indies, au(l i
expedition aguinst the King of Ashunte
Tval nn[hintrto do with his death. \nnlhwx‘.‘
Phirsan:
wits elvil commandunt at a place thdf W
ansiderable distunee from €
fhe neyer tnuh any pnl;
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any part in the prcdxtmn .1,r.;.un'~t
of Ashantee.  Hehad volunt:
msmd certain troops in a totally
seryice at another station on the «

although hig death might be rem
neeted with the hostilities going on
the King of Ashantee, still it co
lcvltxmu(ely be sald to havc becn

1 could m.xk(- ont, the \Iotlon 'llonc pmntcd
[“No, no!”] Hon. Members might. cry
 No 1" but he apprebended that the main-
tenance of a certain foree on the Gold Coast
was not to.be made a ground of aceusation | after all 5o very temible.a tr 1 as lie had
‘against the Government because of - the | shown that the sanitary state of the ranlk
pLSlllt‘lltldl nature of the climate.  The |-and file of the black troops was not w
oceupation of that station, had continucd | bad. As to the officers; he eould onl
for many years, and under: other Adminis- | say that the mail steamers touched afb
trations than the present.  But; be that as | Cape Coast levery month, ‘and that any

- it might, three officers, and three ‘officers officcr who might not be sufficiently strong
only, had, so fur as he could make out, |to continue there in the performance
died in consequence of the projected inva- | liis duty was af once sent home’; inde
gion of the Ashantee territory ; and when | his superior officer had no ]ro“er to keej
that loss was compared with the frightful [ him at the station if the medical offie

- rate at which Eoropeans .annually died at | charge cuuﬁed that he was mot fit o
the Gold Coast, whether engaged in active [remain.: = Whatever  delay there. might
operations ornot, he did not sce—mueh as have heen in sending the transport,. there
the loss was to be deplored—that- any | was none in ' uduw out instructions that
sufficient groands for the impeachment of | the forees should retire from the interior.

the Government  were furnished.  The | Those orders went out by the ivst il

number of runk and file who had died was | after the announcement whicl - his right

stoted in o Return which Tiud been laid |Ton. Friend mude in that House, The
bielore the House, but he could not follow | Governor and the officer commanding the

the hon. and gallaint. Gentleman in that | forces werve divected to withdraw  the: ’m,

speveh in which he .lttvm])tml | troops from the intevior to the -compara-

that o certain extra number was | tively liealthy coast; the stores wer
e diserepancy which lad been \ even brought away ; they were to b

~onb was, he thought, owing to the | tributed nmong the friemdly Natives. 1
i finst Return gave the numh(rlwm no delay 1 sending out those oridel

il on the Gold Coast, while:, Besides that, th officer commnn
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were, in the face of such an explanation
as he had been able to make, prepared to
agree £6 what amounted to a very severe
\oh\ of Censure upon the Government.
although the hon. and_gallant
Mombor had, no dnnbt in order to secure

" the votes of some hon. Members who

would not have liked to support a Reso-
Iution in such cxiremely strong language,

modificd the terms of that wlnch Iie first
" cubmitted to the House, he maintained

that the Motion before them was as
direetly a Vote of Cms 1
partme: ‘nts which were conee
“business, Nor had- ¢l )
ctracted,
in any way the as

~tuo prove t
oflice 18, 0

vernment,” He (the Marg
tun) hml -.hown how fc\v’

tlu- numbcr 0[ ofhcors who

not engaged in active oper:
to 50 per eent of the number:
upon the eonst.  The hon.
Member had not substantiated”]
ment; he had not attempted to pn
assertion which he had madeanidwhich
the facts which he (the Margy
tington) had stated to the aus
disproved. ~ Although the ‘},m.,,.
Motion had been madified, its port and |
torour remained the “m(-, dnd he trustad
that the Touse would mot only vefuse to
assenl to it, but swould muegative it by such
a majority as would mark its sense of the
conduct of the hon. and gnll'mt Member in
bringing forward charges ofi so grave a
character in the 1'cckloss manner Tie had
done.

Mu, MIENRY \l‘Y\IUUR s’un], it wa i

one of the disadvantages of the manner:

vl
which the Government had been for od,

that the heads of mxthcr the navall ligl‘ tht‘
military Departments were in that Hons
and that the noble Lord, whosc al

1
and industry he did not dispute, bt who l

was not a Cabiret Minister, and who: hugd
had nothing to do with ‘the planning of |
this expe cl\hnn, and was not responsible
for carrying it out, had been ealled upon to
roply to the speech of the hon. and g: \let
Member opposite. Tt was not surprising
that his explanations had been very un-

The Marquess of Hartington
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satisfactory, and afforded no answer to the
statement of the hon. and gallant Gentle-
man.. To take up one point; the noble
Lord said that he had no official informa-
tion that any of the medical officers beyond
the usual number in the colony had died.
If he could show from 2 letter which hes
had reason to believe came from a ver
high authority, in the colony, that nearly
half the medieal foree were cither dead or
invalided, and that there were at present:
‘only. twomedieal men in the colony who

Way—Resolution.

| coloured ‘men, of what value Would the,
noble Lord’s othor agsertion be? 'l‘heve was
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for the supply of all the moen that W
sent; but they had been allowed 1o
' Lntuvl) out ol vepair that they wer
- as the common sewer, and it was not
the second year of the war that th
ling ‘apparifus wis sent out.
Lo said that the men were ~1|pphul
blankets and bedsteads:y but he
- deny that they were not supjiliv
witer, Mo did not deny’ thiae t
avvived after the vains had b
th(-w had been a drought a
Custle for twenty mrmlhs and'th
this yéir might have heen expeeted much 7w
aekier: than nsual, - He wished to mauke
¢ remarks upon the general conduet of Tlic
xpedition. It was phamed by the e
Cibinet i Lowdon. It did not depend | tar
) (un'( IO l‘mv or any one clse in the jwuu i
]n~) 1.1tgtut lux an | tln
thi
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{ain d

the lan
that
have
.ulnnltv('d b) the mol ‘
sidering the swampy marsh on wlmh the
troops were located, : and the liltle proyision
which had been made for them, it was
strange that the mortality was not greater.
An able Commissioner, Major Ord, wassent
out some time ago to inquire into the
water at Cape C vast Castle, and he re-
ported that nothing could be easier than
to obtain a constant supply; that not only
were there the tanks formerly placed there
by the Portuguese, and which were out of
order, but he recommended that Avtesian
wells should be bored, and for a small
part of the expenditure incurred on the
fortifications good water might be brought
into Cape Coast Castle. The noble Mar-
quess had overstated the mortality on
these stations. The medical Retorns given

by his own Depnrtment stated that in the |

year 1859-60 the ratio per thousand at
Sierra Leone was 579:6 admitted to hos-
pital, and 2448 deaths. In Gambia the
proportions were 831-3 admitte hos-
pital, and 30-13 deaths; whercas! or
Gold Coast the proportion per thousand
admitted to hospital was 6571, and the
deaths were only 16-89.  Dr. Clarke, who
lid been twenty years at Sierra Leonc
and the Gold Coast, stated in his medieal
report that the climate of the latter might
be fuvourably compared with that of the
former., The climate, therefore, was not
really so deadly, provided the ordinary
appliunces necessary for preserving human
life, whether in that great city or on the
coast of Africa, were duly attended to.
He did not look on that as a party ques-
tion. As a Liberal Member of Parliament
he wished to sce improvements made in
all the Departments of the State. He
could not support the Government in all
cases, whether right or wrong. When
faults were signalized against the Govern-
ment and not disproved, and when they
were likely if repeated hereafter to work
detrimentally to the public interests, he
had a perfect right to say, in the words of
that Motion, that he deeply regretted that
better provision was not made for the
arrival of the troops on that unhealthy
coast, and that there had been a deplora-
ble want of organization in the different
Departments. The question affected the
My Henry Seymowr

{(COMMONS)

Aml “h\' could not lhe War | 1i
e

cen [ able to answ
n- | cusations but

| mitted faults,

TWar—Resolulion. 1980

a censure on
If such a censu
neral conduet of U i
merely its conduet in that p
stauce, ought to be %ublmtteol i
sideration of the Hous
were that the trooj )
were put on -an allowane yp- -
brackish water per day, and (T
was no shelter for mmx Aceor &
the Colonial Seeretary’s admission
were twice t,hu number of troops
t,hat thcle was: »qecommaddbmm tor,

fmm U.lpc (,o‘tsﬁ
was as good as say
never to hztve been 2
that ease there had wig %ﬁ’m
.mlt an ﬁlmt it
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coudcmnatwn df

noble Lord

Mz. BAILLLE €OC!
had been nothing in
noble Marquess with e was more
struck than the allegat t when thes
troops were sent out to Cape Coast Castle
there was no intention of earrying oni
war. If no such intention existed, whi "!
was the good of sending out such a nunj
ber of troops at all? To a right und
standing of the question if was neee Y
to discover by whose authority the war
was entered into, and the date of the orders
sent Irom the Colonial Office empowering
Grovernor Pine to make war in the Ashintee
country. The despatches presented to Par-
liament were very few, and among tho-e
of Governor Pine laid on the table were
frequent references to documents which
had not been produced. The noble Mar-
quess, however, must remember that the
state of things existing when Colonel Con-
ran landed was but a continuance of events
which occurred in 1863, when Major Coch-
rane was in command. [Hear '] The noble
Lord the First Minister generally made a




prove an en

That eerfainly looke:
ment to action.

ri
“Your own conduet in
appears to have been all that ecould be
ou hetrayed no undue wish to interpose
tary matters, but when accounts rene
all sides of an inactivity which was inj
the public interest, you hastened to the

action, and theve endeavoured to pro
" resolution, and provided by your own infl

some of the material aids from the Natives wl
liad been vopresented to be wanting, the whole

being done at great risk to yourself from the at- |

tendant exposure and anxioty.
made in sueh ¢
convey to you my ¢o

That amounted to a distinet approval of ull
that had been done. [““No, no!"] Right
hon. Gentlemen opposite appeared to think
that despateh did not convey approval of
the Governor’s policy. What did they say

For such efforts,

al approbation.”

to the despateh of the 21st of l)ecumber,‘
1863, written by Sir I'. Rogers, in the|

absence and bg‘ the authority of the Secre-
tary of State ?—

t, it is my pleasing duty to |

coast, o
vapours arise that are
and winds of the

i
iotive character prevail. Yet
at unhealthy coast that men
nt to live in tents unprovided with
any commensurate appointments. e
characterized this expedition to the Gold
Coust as part of the dangerous policy of
meddling everywhere pursued by Her Ma-
jesty's Government ; and as to the allega-
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tion that war was not contemplated when
these troops were sent out, could it be
seriously argucd that it was unnecessary
to falie any precautions affecting their
health beeause they were not meant to
cmbark in hostilities? His noble Friend
on the Treasury Bench must know, more-
over, that the: water on the Gold Coast
was so objectionable as to produce what
- was called the Guinea worm. Therefore,
on every ground, whether the troops were
sent out for the purposes of war or not,
the Government were responsible for the
loss of life which had occurred. Adding
together the number of officers and men
originally at Cape Coast Castle, those
landed from the Megera in 1863, and
those from the Zwmar in 1864, the Go-
vernment Return gave a total of 1,809
officers and men. Of these, but 1,396
were accounted for, and, therefore, on the
figures supplied by the Government itself
‘there was a deficiency of 413 officers and
men. He could, perhaps, supply the
House with a few statistics on that point.
Two expeditions went up the country, one
of 700 men, of which number 180 were
dead within five days; the other, of 400
. men, 200 of whom died or were disabled
in ten days. The fate of previous expedi-
tions might have warned the Government
against entering into such an enterprize.
They ought to have known that of 1,000
men who formed M‘Carthy’s expedition
only fifty returned to Cape Coast Castle.
They ought also to have known that the
Ashantees were most remarkable as a war-
like, energetic race. TFrom a statement
which he had received it appeared that the
Ashantee monarch had a considerable re-
gard for the faith of treaties, and did not
commence war without negotiation, and
that the Ashantees were the most civilized
people on the coast. They would fiad,
from the blue-book, that, instead of con-
ciliating that people, they had done no-
thing but offend them. In 1829 Sir
George Murray established the settlement
at Cape Coast Castle, and two Committees
—one in 1837, the other in 1842—had
strongly recommended conciliatory con-
duct towards the Natives. It was cer-
tainly matter for regret that they should
have carried on the war in that quarter so
heedlessly, so wantonly, and with so little
consideration for the Natives, and even
for our troops. Not the smallest informa-
tion had been given to Parliament that
such a war was going on. The whole
country was totally ignorant that any war
My. Baillie Cochrane
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had taken place, and must have heard
with regret and indiguation of the sacri-
fice of life that had taken place. - The
Government had incurred a fearful re-
sponsibility, and he trusted the Resolution
would be carried, as a protest against per-
petual interventions and meddlings which
led to nothing but the destruction of hu-
man life. At any rate, he trusted it would
prove a lesson to the Government to take

care not again fo embark in conflicts with .

barbarous tribes in the interior of Africa,
without making proper provision for the
health and comfort of our troops.

Lorp ALFRED CHURCHILL said, he
had originally intended to move an Amend-
ment to the Resolution of the hon. Mem-
ber (Sir John Hay), but he found that he
was prevented by the forms of the House
from doing so. He would, therefore, briefly
state to the House the reasons why he
could not approve the Resolution, but he
wished first to express his heartfelt sym-
pathy for the bereavement which the hon.
Baronet had sustained in the loss of lis
brother, and also his sympathy with the
families of those officers who died in the
performance of their duty. He would
now endeavour to give a brief summary
of what had taken place. The Ashanice
King demanded, under an extradition
treaty, that a slave who had escaped
should be given up to him. The Gover-
nor required that evidence should be pro-
duced that he had committed the crimes
with which he had been charged, and on
the King’s refusal Governor Pine, in the
cause of humanity, declined to accede to
the demand. The King of Ashantce
threatened to invade British territory, and

in the spring of 1863 he invaded the pro-

tected territory of the Fantees, a friendly
tribe.

the Ashantecs.
Major Cochrane failed to come to his post;
the Ashantees in consequence overran the
Fantee territory, massacred from 3,000

to 5,000 Natives, and then returned to

their own territory. To prevent a recur-
rence of such attacks, Governor Pine sub-
mitted to the Duke of Newcastle the
necessity of striking a blow. The Duke
of Newecastle at first objected to an inva-
sion of Ashantee territory, but in a
despatch dated August 22, 1863, he
said —

“ You allude to your former despatch, No. 40,
of the 12th of May, in which you submitted a plan

Major Cochrane was sent with &
foree of coloured troops, officered by Euro-
peans, to encourage the Fantees in resisting
From some cause or other
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of organizing a very large force, to consist of
2,000 disciplined soldiers, followed by upwards of
50,000 Natwves, and of making with that army a
regular iny of the territory of Ashantce. I
am not in: ble of the: encouragement which
the unfortunate inaction of the troops and Native
allies under Major Cochrane’s command may afford
to fresh aggressions by the Asl but the pro-
posal of a regular invasion to be made upon that
nation, and of 2 march upon their capital, is too
gerious to admit of my éncouraging it. I will
. merely say at present.that I should fecl very
averse to its adoption, except in case of overruling
necessity, and also after the report of some more
I military ler than anyone from
whom there has yet been an opportunity of obtain-
ing an opinion at the Gold Coast.”

On the receipt of that despateh Governor
" Pine again - wrote to the Secretary of
State, urging the organization of a force
to attack the Ashantees. The Duke of
Newecastle, therefore, wrote a despatch to
the War: Office expressing his continued
adliesion to the principle that all military
proceedings on the West Coast of Africa
should be measures of defence, and not of
aggression. While, however, he gave to
(Governor Pine a conditional authority to
enter the Ashantee territory, he enjoined
upon him the utmost consideration for the
safety of the troops. The Duke of New-
castle manifested the utmost desire that
the troops should be cared for in every
possible way. To charge the Government
with culpable negligence was, under such
_circumstances, an accusation that would
not hold water for a moment. Prepara-
tions were made by the Governor for the
urrival of troops, and supplies of biscuit,
ball-cartridge, and medical storés were
provided. The Governor anticipated the
arrival of an additional West India Regi-
ment. He forwarded a portion of the
troops up the country, where a depot of
stores was formed. It was intended that
the whole of the troops should have gone
_up and ontered the Ashantee territory
before the rainy season, in order to teach
the King a lesson. The disasters which
had occurred were to be aftributed to the
two fucts, that the rainy season had set in
one month earlier than was anticipated,
and the Zemar, which was to convey the
troops, arrived a month too late. The
delay in the arrival of the vessel was
not to be wondered at when it was re-
collected that the authoritics at home
had had to forward instructions to the
West Indies for the troops to be col-
lected at different spots. They had then
to be transported across the Atlantic
in the face of the trade winds. There

(JusE 17, 1864}

| where else could they be landed ?

War— Resolution.

was, therefore, nothing unusual or surpris-
ing in the troops arriving one month alter
the time they were expected. It wassaid
that they were landed on the beach, but
Cape
Coast Castle was said to be a remarkably
healthy spot, and, if so, the Government
were not very much to be blamed if the
men were placed under tents, seeing that
there was mno accommodation for them
otherwise. The principal charge against
the Government appeared to be that thir-
teen officers had died. The West India
regiments were officered by Europeans, and
every individual, men and officers alike,
on such a coast usually passed through the
hospital before they became acclimatized.
He had seen numbers of Kuropeans who
had been in Africa, and coloured gentle-
men also, who had passed through the
hospitals, and after that were quite able
to bear the climate. It should be remem-
bered that Europcan officers were in the
habit of exchanging into West Indian re-
giments, knowing that the mortality was
greater, but with the view of procuring
rapid promotion. Many years ago, when
he was a subaltern in the army, he applied
for an exchange into a West Indian regi-
ment with that objeet. If that were so,
he did not see why people should ery out
because those men went to an unhealthy
climate, where they bad to rum their
chance. His opinion was, that a number
of men who had been acclimatized should
be kept in the forts during the rainy sea-
son, and in that way the mortality among
the troops would be greatly reduced. He
could not but say that the Government of
the Coast had been very dilatory in making
preparations for the tramsport of troops
and “opening up the country by roads,
which would be useful not only for mili-
tary purposes, but also for promoting com-
merce ; and it had been practically shown
that roads could be constructed there at
an expense of only £35 a mile. Another
way by which the security of the protected
territories might be promoted was by stop-
ping the supplies procured by the Ashan-
tees of arms, ammunition, and salt. There
were 150 miles of the Volta navigable, and
the Ashantees had been able to procure
supplies by means of that river; but it
would have been very easy for us to block-
ade its mouth, and prevent the enemy sup-
plying themselves from that source. There
was another source, also, from which the
Ashantees procured supplies—namely, from
the Dutch settlements, which he believed

1986
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were free ports. Buf arrangements might
be ma(é(:l;)y which the transport of arms
and ammunition from the Dutch ports
might'be put a stop to, and he trusted the

‘Colonial Office would endeavonr to effect

something in that way. With respect to
the army surgeons, some ten or twelve
had been sent out, two of the most com-
petent of whom were coloured, and they
were the only persons who had not been
seriously affected by fever, and had not
been prevented from performing their du-
ties. That was a most important point,
because, if we were to keep troops on that
coast it would be essential that we should
employ coloured surgeons. There were
many other posts also in which coloured
persons might be employed as engineers,
and for instance, in the making of roads,
and thus an opportunity might be found
for the development of the intellect of the
coloured people. It was much to be re-
gretted that Governor Pine’s health had
not admitted of his remaining at Cape
Coast until the arrival of the troops. Had
he been there he ‘would probably have
gaid that the scason was too advanced to
undertake hostilities, and would have taken
upon himeelf the responsibility of ordering
them to a more healthy station. Sierra
Leone was unhealthy on the shore, but
excellent barracks had been erected on the
hills, and since that time there had been
little or no sickness among the troops there.
Had the troops been sent there they might
have escaped without any suffering. Com-
plaints had been made that the Gladiator
was unable to take all the troopsaway that
ought to be removed. There need be no
uneasiness on that head, inasmuch as the
Rattlesnake, under Commodore Wilmot,
was hovering' about the coast, and could
be made available for the accommodation
and conveyance of the troops which the
Gladiator could not find room for. He
trusted that he had succeeded in showing
to the House that there had not been any
culpable negligence on the part of the
Government, as some hon. Gentlemen op-
posite supposed. It was certainly the
ntention of the Duke of Newecastle to take
every care possible of the health and com-
fort of the troops. Under all those cir-
cumstances, he thought that the House
ought to express an opinion which would
be satisfactory to the relatives of those
who had unfortunately fallen in this ex-
pedition, to the effect that Her Majesty’s
Government had done nothing more than
was clearly their duty.

Lord Alfred Churchill

.
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Mz. LIDDELL said, he agreed in the
opinion which had been expressed by the
hon. Member for Poole, that the question
involved in the Motion could not and
ought not to be made a party question.
It appeared to him that the lives of their
soldiers were as dear to the Gentlemen
sitting upon one side of the House as to
those who were sitting ou the other. And
because he believed that the lives of the
soldiers had been unnecessarily sacrificed
by the neglect of the eommon precautions

which the War Department ought to have
taken and the insufficiency of the arrange- _

ments made for their reception, that he, as
a Member of that House, intended to give
his vote in favour of the Resolution. When
milifary operations were undertaken, that
House ought to be satisfied upon two ma-
terial points. The first was, that there
was a necessity for war ; and the second,
that if military operations were necessary,
proper precautions and safeguards had
been made for the safety and protection of
the troops which were sent abroad. I,
repeated they ought to be satisfied upon
both those points. Now, if he wanted

information as to the opinion of the Go- -

vernment, on the necessity of the war, he
would find its necessity denied in the
despatch written by the Colonial Secretary
a few days ago. If he wanted an assur-
ance that proper precautions had not been
taken for the safety of the troops, he
would find it in the speeches of the noble
Lord who represented the War Depart.-
ment in that House. The noble Marquess
had toid them that the War Office could
not be expected to know that there was a
searcity of water at Cape Coast Castle,
Now, had that been a fortuitous expedition
thrown upon an unknown coast, such an
observation might be taken as an excuse,
though a bad one. But that was not the
case, inasmuch as the country in question
was a permanent station which for many
years had been in the possession of the
British Crown. And yet the noble Lord
said that the War Office could not be ex-
pected to know that there was a want of
water in the place. The noble Lord, to
his (Mr. Liddell’s) amazement, told the
House that it was impossible to provide
barracks for the troops sent there upon the
emergency. Well, if it were impossible
to provide barracks for the troops at that
station, those troops should not have been
sent to a coast so notorious for its insalu-
brity. It appeared to him that the noble
Lord by those observations had used the
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strongest argument in support of the Mo- | was not far distant when our authority,
tion of thg;‘%hon‘. and gallant Member.: He which had heretofore rested upon the wil-

(Mr. Tid

11) could not. forget that the  ling obedicnce of the peoplé, must be sup-

noble Lord was a Member of the Govern- | ported by the point of the bayomet. A
ment, who had a short time ago given a | protectorate, so long as we exercised it

conditional authority to Governor Pine fo

with the consent of the people, was a

“strike what he called a blow against the proud title for England, who thus became
Ashantee .power. The Governor at that | the civiliser of rude populations and the
time was engaged in the largest schemes |

of war and aggrandizement. He was en-
‘gaged in raising an army of 50,000 Na-
- tives, to be supported by 2,000 European
troops. That in itself was a gigantic
project, It was at this time and under
those circumstances the Governor received
conditional authority to carry the war
into the Ashantee territory. An ominous
sentence had fallen from the lips of the
noble Lord representing the War Depart-
ment, when he told the House that a
correspondence had recently passed be-
tween the Colonial Government and the
War Office on the subject of a permanent
inerease of the troops upon the West
Coast of Africa. He (Mr. Liddell) had
Teard that announcement with great alarm
as well as disappointment after the speech
the noble Lord had delivered in that
House. It was necessary to say a few
words with regard to the position of the
British at Cape Coast Castle. - They had
heard that place spoken of as being a
military station, but it was more. It was
the scat of justice for a vast country in

court of appeal and arbitration for an
enormous Native population. = Laws were
there framed, ordinances were passed,
and justice administered by Englishmen,
. presided over by an English Judge, in
concert with a conclave of Native chiefs.
When laws were framed in so unusual
a manner and justice administered in so
peculiar a form, he was reminded of what
Larl Grey had written upon this subject
only twelve yearsago. That distinguished
nobleman, among the greatest of our states-
men, suid, “ Our authority rests entirely
on the moral ascendancy of those exer-
cising it, and the willing obedience of the
people,””  But when that willing obe-
dience ccased and our moral ascendaney
waned, there was nothing left but to sup-
port our authority by the sword. When
he heard, then, the noble Under Secretary
of the War Department talk of a per-
manent inerease of the troops at the sta-
| tion in question it might, he thought, be
taken as a sign that our moral ascendancy
was really on the wane, and that the time

the interior of Africa, and the place of a

teacher of Christianity. But the moment
he heard that we had become engaged
in a war with the people under our
care, he felt that all the advantages of
that protectorate were passing away, and
our moral ascendancy was extinet. He
should give his vote for the Motion, be-
cause he firmly believed, and he was
sure the country would also believe when
they read the details of that unhappy
expedition, that many valuable lives had
been unnecessarily sacrificed. He hoped
the House would gravely take into its

consideration our position as to the pro--

tectorate of a vast Native population, The
war had arisen from a neizhbouring so-
vereign, whose power we had learnt to
dread, exercising what he believed to be
his sovereign rights. He claimed that
one of his subjects should be handed over
to him, not as a fugitive slave, but as a
criminal, according to the laws of Ashan-
tee, and we had gone to war with him in
opposition to the exercise of that sovereign
right. But they should remember that
the climate of the coast of Africa was the
worst climate in the world, and our troops
in penetrating the interior had to mect
with pestilential jungles, dense forests,
and a very warlike people. He, therefore,

asked the House to pause before they en- -

couraged such proceedings; and, above all,
he asked them to mark by their votes their
sense of the incompetency and carelessness
of the mode in which these troops had
been thrown on the shores of the Gold
Coast under the direction of the author-
ities at the War Office. |

Mz. CHICHESTER FORTESCUEsaid,
he rose to take advantage of the opportu-
nity afforded by the course which the
debate had taken, to offer an explanation
of the conduct of his noble Friend the
Duke of Newcastle in giving his sanction
to the measures adopted by the Governor
of the Gold Coast for the protection of the
people placed under British protection.
While he was far from wishing to avoid
any responsibility that might justly lie on
himself as subordinate to the noble Duke,
the late Colonial Secretary, he begged to
say that the cautious and qualified sanc-
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tion extended to the Governor of
Coast was given by the imme
‘tion of 'the noble Duke. e ma
statement beecause it was the tr
because’ he knew that the nobl
would be the last man to avo
sponsibility of his acts. - Hav
that statement as the foundation
he had to say, he mow wished,:
tification of Iler Majesty’s G
and especially of his moble |
remind the House of the position of the
Government in respect to lhc‘:@@l}l‘ §
Remarks had been made implyin
the British Government, in sai
" these hostilities, small in themsels
lamentable on -account of the loss of
had been guilty of unwarrantable inte
ence in the affairs of some of the Nativi
tribes. Such was not the case. What they
“had done had been in fulfilment of a recog-
nized obligation undertaken by the British
Government. - Down to the year 1842, with
one short exception, the management of
our forts and settlements on the Gold Coast
had been for two centuries in the hands
of a company of English merchants. In
1824 the British Government assumed for
a time the management of the settlements,
and undertook to protect the people of the
adjacent territories against their cruel and
sanguinary oppressor the King of Ashan-
tee. In the course of these operations
England had to Jament the death of a brave
man, Sir Charles M‘Carthy, and the loss
of many troops. The result, however,
was that the King of Ashantee was re-
duced to terms, and compelled to renounce
all claims over the tribes which now re-
mained under the British protectorate.
The Imperial Government, having restored
peace and tranquillity (which had lasted,
strange to say, till last year), after a fow

<

r Robert Pecl and
then Colonial See-
¢ the Tmperial Go-
(- the settlements
onsiderable degree of
people of the protected
diately “after 1842 4
ed, under the name of
who had a most im-

tion, spread over a greaf
The people of the pro-
ere not indeed, in the cye
hi subjects, because, 1f they
tted to that position, it would
led to serious difficulties in regard
e domestic slavery which prevailed
ng them. But the Government inter-
fered in some important respects, accord-
ing to ifs own notions of what was right,
with their laws and customs. Tor in-
stance, domestic slavery was placed under
regulations. Cruel treatment on the part
of masters and the export of slaves were
forbidden.  Imfertribal wars were re-
pressed. Human sacerifices were prohi-
bited. On the other hand, the British (o-
vernment afforded the tribes protection
against their ancient tyrant and oppressor
the King of Ashantce. Such protection
was implied in the very mame—protec-
torate, and had been recognized as an obli-
gation by successive Governments in this
country, by Acts of Parliament, and by
ordinances of the Crown. To show how
entirely that was acknowledged he would
read the obscrvations of a Governor of
the Gold Coast and an eminent Colonial
Secretary.  Sir W. Winniett wrote as
follows : —

“ Collectively, these States lend a willing do-
ference to English authority ; beeause, but for

years gave back the management of the
forts and settlements to the company of
merchants. The great object of publie
policy, then, was to check the slave trade
on that coast; but a suspicion arose that
the company was not very zealous in pro-
moting that end, and that private interest
gometimes thwarted the desires of the
public. Dr. Madden was despatehed in
1840 to the settlement to institute in-
quiries, and his Report was submitted to
a Committee of the House of Commons in
1842, under the Government of Sir Robert
Peel. The first recommendation of that
Committee was that the administration of
the forts and scttlements on the Gold
Coast should be resumed by the Imperial
My, Chichester Forteseue

the English power, they would fall a prey to the
| ambition of the King of Ashantee, who is ready
| to find a pretext for war whenever his own
| strength warrants it, and the weakness of the
| Fantee tribes tempts him to the effort to extend
| his dominion to the sea coast, which is an object
{ which the Asbantees are known to have at
| heart.””

| Tarl Grey also said—

“Thus for several years internal wars have
ceased, and the dread of British power and the
knowledge that the united strength of all the
chiefs in the district we protect, directed by Bri-
tish officers, and supported by a small disciplined
foree, would be promptly exerted to punish ag-
gression upon any part of this territory, Lias been
sufficient to restrain even the most powerful of the
surrounding tribes or nations from attempting to
injure those who acknowledge our authority.”




le ¢
‘proved the course which the Governor |
‘pursued, and he trusted the House would |
see that he could have done nothing else.
Such was the first step in these procecd- ||

ings. ;
Couneil anticipated with some feclings of
alirm that the course they had tak

NEIS
would subject them to invasion by the

King of Ashantee; and before long such
proved to be the ease, for the King of
Ashantee soon invaded the protected te

tory, burning and destroying all that came
in his way. The Governor had then to
condider what he should do, and fortu-
nately he had the advantage of a very

The Governor and the Execeutive

il @ wane i possible, and av all cvents not to
conmence hostilities with their eyes shue before
they had communieated with the King of Ashan<
tee and fourd out what his intentions werve. In
the meantime 1 recommended preparations  of
every kind, and that arms, ammusition, &e.,
should be got ready with all despateh.”

This advice was given on the supposition
that the King of Ashantee did not really
intend to iavade our territory, but on the




1995 The Ashantee
13th of April this opinion was given by
the Commodore— !

“ My opinions wero asked and freely given. I
gaid anything is better than this uncertainty. If
you believe the rumour that the King's soldiers
Bave passed the rivers and committed these un-
friendly acts, despateh immediately a messenger
to the King, and ask him why he permits this
and what he means by such conduet.  Ask him in
plain terms if this is to: be considered a declara-
tion of war, and give hima certain time for the
messenger to reburn,  Should the messenger not
return on the speeified day, instantly form a camp
in the country, call the tribes avound you, and
drive the raseals back again.”

_ It ‘soon became quite certain that the
Ashanteo troops were ravaging the protee-
torate, slaughtering and burning in al
dircctions. ~ Upon that the executive Go-
vernment unanimously decided that the
gmall force under Major Cochrane should
take the field for the purpose of putting
themselyes at the head of the Native
Jevies and protecting the tribes of the pro-
tectorate, with instructions at the same
time to avoid hostile collision as far as
possible, and not to - assume that the
Ashantees meant to encounter the British
power,  That was tho least the Gover-
nor could do. When the Ashantees
had invaded the protected territory, we
were bound fo do all in our power to co-
operate with the protected tribes to resist
the invasion. Then came a period of two
months, of which it was difficult to give
any clear account. A large force of Na-
tive lavies was orgamized along with our
small force under the command of Major
Cochrane. o was far from wishing to
dogmatize on Major Cochrane's manage-
ment of the affair, for he knew perfectly
the dificultics under which he laboured;

but the vesult undoubtedly swas that no- |

thing cffectual was done. Tt
tervitories were laid waste, the inhabitants
slanghtered, and the prestige of the B
tish Government was scrionsly injur
So serious was the state of things, |
on the 20th of April, 1863, Commad
Wilmot wrote—

“T am quite certain that had the Ashantecs
made o determined push two months ago tawards:
the seaside they would have captured all our forts
and desolated the country.”

They did desolate the country although
they did not take the forts. Major Coch-
rane, under circumstances of great diffi-
oculty, failed to make any effectual resist-
ance, though Commodore Wilmot was not
of opinion that, with good management,
it would have been difficult to have at-

{COMMONS)
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tained a different result. On the 23rd of
May, Commodore Wilmot wrote—

« A reinforcement of soldiers has been sent
from the Gambia, and if the commanding officer
of the troops now in the field will only act with
vigour and judgment, I am quite certain that the
Ashantee King will very soon be brought: to
terms, and that the future peace of the colony
will be seeured.”

Governor Pine, thus disappointed af the
result of the operations and miserable at
the condition. of the protected territory,
wrote to the Duke of Newcastle in rather
exaggerated . language, asking him for
large reinforcements, for the purpose of
marching to Coomassie the Ashantee
capital, which application was refuse
by the Duke. The Colonial Office ha
cvery reason to consider Governor Pine
a gentleman of great judgment and ex-
pericnce, and his difficulties certainly
were enormous, with hardly a European
civilian to support him. In the course
of the winter of last year, it became
evident that the King of Ashantee would
repeat the process of the previous year,
and, unless measures were taken to pre-
vent him, would invade and lay waste the
protectorate. Under these eircumstances,
the Governor again assembled his Execu-
tive Council, and laid before them a p
which Colonel Conran, who had suceee
Major Cochrane as commander of
troops, had framed for the pu
venting an invasion. It we
two points on the frontier, s
the most accessible portior
| to the invader.

camp had been est
b{eﬂ)

¢ a conditional per o)
n' by the Duke of Ney
the length of allowi

permission ey
| cautious and T
rather the removalof a pro )

 a direct permission. The Ashantee inva-
sion was expected to take plaece, and the
Governor was instrueted to inflict such a
severe punishment on the invaders as
would remove the disastrous impression
caused by their previous impunity, and the
Duke of Newecastle went on to say—

“Should no opportunity be found of striking
such a blow without entering the Ashantee terri-

Mr. Chichester Forteseue
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stances.” &

i The idea of the Duke of Neweastle was f the expedition; but
Cthat the mor

| itself to the Iouse—he thought Colonel l the arvival of the
Conran might find himeelf on the fronticr | cessive. 1
“of the protected States, and that the Ash- | the Under
antee army might be on the other bank of {

this, and he was sure it wounld commend

the river which divided the two parties,
and that he might thus haye an opportu-
“nity of striking a blow; while, if he had
* atringent orders absolutely forbidding him
to cross the frontier, he might be obliged
to forego that opportunity.
guve the Governor and the officer com-
manding the troops from finding them-
gselves in such a difficulty, his noble Friend
gave that qualificd permission.  But that
qualified permission never wus actid on.
The Colonel, hearing that a reinforcement
of several companies of a West Tndian
Regiment was expeeted to arrive, thought
it was not then advisable to eross the
river. No enomy appeared i the shape
of fighting moen; but in the beginning
of Mareh the Colonel foimd a more for-
midiuble foo thun the Ashantecs. The
1uins geh in most unexpeetedly. [ Lronic
erien of. “ Mear, hear ™| Hon. Members
appeared Lo be incredulous on that point,
but he was positively informed, on the
esl authority—on th
 sons will acquainted wi
the ruins were

he Gold Coust,

mﬁb&‘hqﬁbw

also eun

the expu
fuilure ns
gagement ;
enemy  showe
moeans of proty
WO WEIe Tespuns
devastation by the j
. qraintod with the stige
| Gold Coast were of Gpi
| monstration made by
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'/ regiments:were recruited from newly libe- | was no fighting. I
rated s”lﬁ@ ‘but mnow ‘they were - mﬂde the right hon. Ge;
up in a gre: retary for tho Colon
the West Indm IS]'I ds r
to. observe that thi
troops into the inte

 the purpose of enforci
not a new one, for
been obliged on several o
our troops with that object,

was his noble Friend
‘eastle from lookingi
tions as desirable, thi
he addressed: a despa

. vernors on the West Coa
ngg that they shoulc

.Qm,gny such movements wi

mission of the "olo’nm,‘ ¢
the opornt"n o \
dertaken for: ﬂ‘wd
which we were resps
had been nssailed.  Under these circum- |
stances, he submitted to’ the House that|)
the pormlssmn of his noble Frten;l was fcommie

given in consequence of an un%’ roled! mien a

incursion by the Ashantees on lic i

Coast, and that whieh he did wa

ranted by our obhgdtmns to the pro

tected territorics, and by previ 1 VB

tice. He believed his noble Tide tlmt the 400‘!&( (

right when he said to the Governor of ithe | Meyera in August hi

Gold Coast, “ You would do w;io g"'i.o theso trmnbf b

surrender those unhappy fugitives.”” el he must have s ]

believed he ‘was right when lic sanc-|prehension. He would not of ¢
tioned the first expedition; and he be-|to mislead &h&mg@
lioved he was right when he gave that | recall to his |
most cautions permission to the Governor |out my state

for further proceedings; and he was still | the lamented T

of opinion that the mortality was greatly | gallant Fricnd ‘was in En;

exnggerated,  The measure had been so|a very able and dh-:tmg;

fur successful asa means of defence that it | was sent for on purpose ¢ s{

had prevented any repetition of the out- | to the West hu"ims to aid in g‘i ng rearly

rages of the Ashantees; and whatever | the troops who were to proeced to the

mq,,ht have been the mortality which un- | coast of Afvica.  He went to the West
lmnumlvl) had resulted from the expedi- | Indies accordingly, and Le accompanicd
tion, he submitted to the House that his | to the coast of Africa the troops who were
noble Friend was onI) doing his duty | sent there, as 1 say, on account of the
when he gave permission to the Governor | troubles. But, even supposing the noble
to defend those territories for which the | Marquess to be right, he makes the case

British Government had deliberately ren- | of the Government rather worse than it

dered itself responsible. was before, beeause, if these troops were

St JOHN PAKINGTON : Sir, T wish [ only sent to strengthen the foree which it
to say a few words before this debate|was thought politic to keep on the const
closes, simply with the object of asking |of Africa, the remissness of the Govern-
an explanation from Her Majesty’s Go- [ ment in not providing for the health of
vernment on two or three points which | the troops when they arrived there would
have been ouly very slightly adverted to | have been greater than if they had been |

this evening: I do not intend to say a|sent out on some sudden emergency. The

word on the policy of the Ashantee war, | question, therefore, is not whether the

if that can be called a war in which there | troops who had arrived in August were
Mr. Chichoster Forteseue
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tive climate, but by the wani
comforts, The painful and

sults we all know ; but as fo

1 must really make some complaint ol
carelessness with which it has b
pared.  The number of the officers
one’ page does mot correspond wit dth the means ordinarily
on the other. In the first poge n | pon the Gold Coast. In one
list is given of the mumber of officers, | respeet the right hon. Gentloman fully
and they amount to 64. We then find | acted up to his undertaking. In a des-
that no less than 85 are either dead | pateh dated May 23, four days after
or disabled by sickness; but in the | muking the speech from which I have just
next page the number given as effective | quoted, the right hon. Gentleman wrote
is 48, which would raise the whole | as follows ;—

Amin cly sent, and
e tronp< should be re-
mber which could be ac-
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“It appears. that the number of troops upon
the coast will now be more than double tbe num-
ber for which the buildings will afford
dation, and that the removal of a considerable

mber will be y for their own health
and comfort, and for the health and comfort of
those who are left behind. Immediate arrange-
ments, therefore, are intended to be made by the
War Department, for reducing the force at your
disposal to its normal strength, and removing the
remainder from the coast.”

These unhappy men, then, were fo be
immediately removed at this critical time
of year, the wet scason, when they were
dying from disease ; and how do we find
the pledge fulfilled? Why, last night we
were told by the noble Lord the Secretary
to the Admiralty that the orders to the
Gladiator to proceed to the coast of Africa
were never given fill yesterday. There
is very good reason to believe that those
orders were not given yesterday until my
hon, and gallant Friend had called at the
Admiralty and had given notice of his
question. 'When we asked what transport
was to be sent, my noble Friend could not
even tell us the name, but could only say
that it was a sailing ship. Then I think
I have a right to appeal to the right hon.
Gentleman, and to ask him whether he
considers that after a month has elapsed
it is a fair redemption of his promise to
Parlioment when we find that no vessel
has yet been sent to fetch away these men,
and that now a steam-vessel is fo be sent,
a vessel which, as my hon. and gallant
Friend says, is not capable of conveying
550 men a distance of 2,000 miles. I
think that is the worst part of the case.
The pledge was given to the House de-
liberately, and, I have no doubt, in good
fuith, by the right hon. Gentleman, but it
has not been fulfilled; and, therefore, I
eall upon the Government to give some
oxplanation for sucl a deviation from the
promise given to the House in language
go distinet. Then, I will ask a second
question — whether it is fair, after the
lunguage of the right hon. Gentleman,
that only 500 men should be removed ?
The additional force sent to the coast of
Africa was 1,100 men. The force there
at the beginning of last year was 700
men, This inquiry is the more important
after the statement of the noble Marquess
—qa statement which, in common with
many other hon. Members, I heard with
surprise and apprehension—that it is the
intention of the Government permanently
to inerease our force upon the Gold Coast.
I wish to hear a clear explanation of their
intentions upon that point, as the words
Sir John Pakington
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of the right hon. Gentleman were that the
force was to be reduced to its normal
strength. My construction of those words
1is that that force was to be maintained at
the same strength as existed before these
additional troops arrived. The reinforce-
ments amounted to 1,100 men, and, ex-
cepting those unhappy men who are dead
and gone, that number will have to be
removed, if the pledge given by the right
hon. Gentleman is fairly carried out. I
will detain the House no longer. I wish
to have an explanation on these points.
I have heard as yet no language on the
part of the Government which shows that
any proper precautions were taken to fulfil
the promises that were given, and, there-
fore, I feel bound to support the Motion.
Lorp CLARENCE PAGET : Before I
reply to the grave accusations which
have been made against the Admiralty by
the hon. and gallant Gentleman and by
the right hon. Baronet, I wish to point
out, two errors—unintentional, I am sure
—on the part of my hon. and gallant
Friend. First, as to the number of men,
my hon. and gallant Friend says that the
Return bears upon its face proof of incor-
rectness, inasmuch as the number of offi-
cers in the first page does mot correspond
with the number in the second page. But
I am informed by my noble Friend the
Under Secretary of State for War, who
bas already spoken and cannot therefore
answer by himself, that in the first page
only the officers and men landed from the
transports were mentioned. That, I am
informed, is the cause of the apparent dis-
crepancy; besides which officers have since
been changed from other stations. The
other misstatement is as to the number of
deaths among the officers. My hon. and
gallant Friend said that the Return did not
include the deaths for the whole year, but
I find that the first death mentioned in this
Return is that of Ensign Bryan, who died
on the 16th of May, 1863, so that it ap-
pears that the Return does include the
deaths for the whole year. Now let me
state to the House what has been the
course of the Admiralty with respect to
the removal of these troops. The first
intimation which we received of the in-
tended removal of troops was on Saturday,
May 21. The War Office stated that all
troops in excess of ordinary peace garrisons
were to be removed. On Monday, May 23,
the Director of Transports asked the Horse
Guards for an approximate statement of
the numbers to be removed. On the 26th
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of May—received on the 27th—the Horse
| Guards sent the number of troops, 19
| officers and 448 men. Advertisements
| wereissuedon the 28th for a ship to con-
| vey those troops. Let me state. that we
| pursued the usual course with regard to
advertisements. We-do not usually ad-
vertise for steamers, or we should enhance
the cost per man. [Murmurs.] Af hon.
‘Gentlemen like to condemn the Admiralty
after hearing my statement, they can do
80, but pray listen to- my explanations.
‘We issued notice for tenders in the usual
way. No steam vessel was tendered at
_ first, hut a sailing ‘vessel. The best that
was offered —the Waubgjeez of 1,400
tons—was taken up. Since then we have
been continually pressing the owners to
- get her ready, and the brokers have in-
formed us that every exertion has been
used, and that men have beén working on
her night and day. I want to show that
there. has been no'delay in hiring and
_fitting a vessel after my right hon. Friend
had decided to remove the troops. Now I
come-to the question of what took place
yesterday, My hon. and gallant Triend
came to me at the Admiralty yesterday
in a very excited state; I'do not wonder
at that, for he has sustained a very grie-
vous loss of a near relative. He came
to me and said that the matter was press-
ing, immense numbers were sick and
dying, and that the vessel we were going
to send would nol be sufficient. He told me
we should send a steamer. I am bound to
say that statement did not tally with the
accounts we have received, and my noble
Friend the Under Secretary for War, has
told the House that the real mortality in
consequence of this war has not been
| greater than the normal mortality on that
const, Ie has given a Return which shows
that at the latest date only 64 soldiers
out of 1,300-were unable to do duty, and
I will appeal to the House if that does
.show a very deplorable state of things?
‘We took up the vessel I have mentioned,
intending to send her in tow of a steamer
until she fell in with the westerly winds
which usually prevail outside the chops of
the Channel. We had every reason to
suppose that that vessel would arrive at
Cape Coast: Castle in about six weeks. But
when my hon. and gallant Friend gave me
yesterday that deplorable account it moved
mo very much, and I at once went to my
collengues, and not because of his notice
of Motion but in consequence of his sad
statement to me, we ordered that the
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Gladiator should be prepared at once
for sea, and she will sail to-morrow for
Cape Coast Castle. The right hon. Baro-
net cannot be expected to know the car-
rying capacity of such a vessel; but it
is unpardonable in my hon. and gallant
Friend to make such a statement about the
Gladiator ashe has done. He said the Gla-
diator is a sickly ship. It is true that on
one long antecedent occasion a good many
men died on board of her in the West In-
dies. Does my hon. and gallant Friend
wish the House to believe that we chose
a ship that was remarkable for her sickly
condition? Then we are told that the

| Gladialor was unfit to carry 500 men.

Well, ships of her class have carried 600
or 700 at a time. [“ Where”’] On many
oceasions, in the Black Sea, for instance.
There is, I may add, a report of the captain
of the Gladiator in which she is repre-
senfed as being able to carry 400 soldiers
for four or five days’ voyage. [4 laugh.] I
wish hon. Gentlemen would be kind enough

to hear me out. This is no laughing ques-

tion. Her Majesty’s Government are
charged with having deliberately done an
act of cruelty, and it is, I think, but right
that T should be allowed to state frankly
the whole case. The House will then be
in a position to judge whether the Admi-
ralty have or have not acted wrongly in
this matter. The Gladiator, as I said be-
fore, is reported by her captain as being
able to carry 400 troops for four days in
all climates. [Sir Joux Hay: On deck 7]
No, below. She is well calculated for a
troopship, and we have supplied her with
a double awning and all the preparations
necessary fo carry the required number of
men in this instance. My gallant Friend
says that Cape Coast Castle is very un-
healthy, and that our troops die there by
hundreds. Those who are well acquainted
with it, however, represent it as compara-
tively one of the most healthy places on
the coast. I have two despatches, one
from Commodore Wilmot, in which 150
seamen and marines stationed there during
the whole of the unhealthy season last
year are reported as having enjoyed health.
Commodore Lord John Hay, who visited
the coast, says, in allusion to this unfortu-
nate war—

« Tt was stated that much sickness had prevailed
among the troops while away from Cape Coast
Castle ; but the patients seemed to have generally
recovered quickly after their departure from the
interior, have Dbeen unable to ascertain that
any scrious amount of sickness need be appre-
hended as long as the men are actively employed.”
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All our officers, I may say, concur in the
opinion, that if you keep the men employed
and keep them away from the interior,
comparatively little apprehension need be
entertained for their health. I have been
much pained to find that my hon. and
gallant Friend has thought it his duty
to make a statement which impugns the
honour of one of our best officers—I allude
to Captain Stirling, of the Tamar. He
_ says he sailed away from Cape Coast Castle,
refusing to assist in removing those poor
dying men. 3

St JOHN HAY: I did not say here-
fused to do anything. On the contrary, I
spoke of him in the highest terms. I
blamed the Admiralty system which pre-
vented orders from being given to Captain
Stirling to meet the contingency.

Lorp CLARENCE PAGET : Iam glad
to find that I have misunderstood my hon.
and gallant Friend, and as to his remarks
on the ¢ Admiralty system” he is per-
fectly aware that officers in command
can, and do take upon themselves the
responsibilities of giving passages unless
orders are given to the contrary. I
can assure the House that, having looked
over every despatch, we can find no men-
tion made of anything of the sort. My
hon. and gallant Friend has spoken of
Cape Coast Castle as if it were some per-
fectly isolated part of the world, and seems
to forget that a steamer goes backwards
and forwards there every month. We
have besides our own cruiser there, and
are, in fact, in constant communication

- with the place; so that it is idle to tell me
that officers who might be sick have no
menns of getting away from it. I think
when we look into this matter and ex-
amine it carefully we shall find that the
mortality is much exaggerated, and I may
perhaps be allowed to refer to a statement
made by the captain of Her Majesty’s ship
Ranger to show how uncertain is the com-
ing of the rains. Ile made a Report to the
Admiralty from Cape Coast on the 17th of
May last year, in which he says, “The
rains have not yet come, though they have
been fifteen days expected.” Now, we
know that the rains this year began in
March, almost unprecedentedly early, and
this was undoubtedly a misfortune; but I
cannot accept any blame upon the Ad-
miralty. Wo have, I think, done all we
could do under the circumstances of the
case. We have at considerable inconveni-
ence detached a ship from the Channel
squadron knowing how very undesirable it

Lord Clarence Paget
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18 at the present moment that we should
detach vessels from it. a
GeNerAL PEEL : I will not defain the
House more than a very few minutes.
My object in rising is to endeavour to as-
certain—information which I have in vain
endeavoured fo. extract from the papers
before us or from the speeches which have
been made fo-night—on whom the re-
sponsibility of these transactions rests.
Is it to be the old story over again?
Are these things to happen and nobody be
responsible > I have heard the statement
of the noble Lord the Under Secretary for
War, and I am sorry to say that it by no
means removed from my mind the impres-
sion made by the papers and the statements
of the hon.and gallant Member, that there
has been the greatest negleet somewhere,
and that we have had in a minor degree
a repetition of the blunders that took
place in the Crimean war. Perhaps no
Member of the House has spent so much
time as I have in inquiring into that mat.
ter. I served as a Member of the Com-
mittee over which the hon. and learned
Member for Sheffield so ably presided in
connection with the Crimean war, and I
was a member of that board of officers
which afterwards sat at Chelsea;, and
heard everything so minutely described,
that I think I could find my way almost
blindfold about Balaklava; but the evi-
dence in this instance is, in my opinion,
quite as strong. On the face of the papers
the management of this business has becn
quite disgraceful; for they show that the
Government have learned nothing and
forgotten nothing. What I want to know
is, where the responsibility of the Colonial
Office ends, and where that of the War
Department begins? As to the policy of
the war itself, that rests with the Govern-
ment. I do not believe that the Secretary
of State for the Colonies would undertake
to' involve his country in a contest like
this without having previously obtained
the sanction of his colleagues. But having
obtained their sanction, the next step is
to communicate to the Secretary of War
that such a war was to be undertaken;
and from that moment- I should say that
the Seeretary of State for War is respon-
sible. I cannot ascertain at what time the
Secretary of State for the Colonies com-
municated that the troops were required.
The Sedretary of State for War denies
that they were sent for warlike purposes,
and yet the Secretary of State for the
Colonies draws the attention of the Secre-
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| tary of State for War fo the despatch in
which the,““enemy ” is mentioned. Good
God, what is the meaning of the word
““enemy”” in that despatch. And yet the
Scerctary of State for War denies that the
troops were sent for war. Now, I so-
lemnly declare. that no Governor Pine, no
Sceretary of State for the Colonies, would
ever induce me to land troops on that
coast at the very moment of the rainy sea-
son. It is very well to say that the
. rainy season does not usually commence so
early. Governor Pine wrote to you, say-
ing that “there are intimations that the
Tainy season is coming . on earlier than
usual.” - If my hon. and gallant Friend
had moved for a-Committee of Inquiry sure
I am that not one could refuse it. My
only difficulty is fo say who is to blame.
Tad I been asked what should be done,
I should have said, move for every paper,
correspondence, and minute between the
‘War Office, the Colonial Office, the Admi-
ralty, and the Horse Guards, and see when
requisitions were made for troops, and
when they were ordered to go out. The
noble Lord the Under Secretary says
there was an excellent commissariat offi-
cer, but that officer is not to be expected
to make bread out of stones. Give usa
list of the transports that were sent there;
how many of the 50,000 Natives were fed
at our expense. We want to know more
than the papers tell us. Then the noble
Lord the Secretary for the Admiralty says,
as an excuse for not having sent out the
Gladiator sooner, that it was only yester-
day that my hon. and gallant Friend
called on him with a most deplorable
story ; but the most deplorable part of the
story is, that the Admiralty appear to have
been obliged to rely on the informa-
tion of an individual as to what had
taken place. Surely that is not the pro-
per way of conducting the business of the
Admiralty or of the Government. But we
are told this procceding has had a very
great effect — the Colonial Sceretary says
that the troops landing there had a very
- good effect. 'Well, but unfortunately that
was said before. Governor Pine was told
in case tho invasion took place, to inflict
a blow which would remove the disas-
trous impression caused by previous im-
punity. But what will be thought now,
when our force was obliged to with-
draw without inflicting a blow? My
belief is it will tend rather to increase
the confidence of the King of Ashan-
tee, and thus free from his terror the
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only monarch in the world who appear
to fear us. o

Mz. CARDWELL: I rise to answer
the two questions put to me by the right
hon. Baronet the Member-for Droitwich
(Sir John Pakington), whose view of the
policy of these transactions differs so
widely from that of the right hon. and
gallant Gentleman who has just sat down.
The right hon. Baronet entirely approves
the despatech which the right hon. and
gallant Gentleman says is calculated to
give so much confidence to the King of
Ashantee. The right hon. Baronet says
that the statement I made on a former
occasion in answer to his question was
perfectly satisfactory, provided it was
carried into effect, and then he asked
me how the pledge given had been
performed by the Government. He ap-
proved the despatch, but then he asked
how .that despatch tallied with the
course of the Secretary of State for War?
That despatech was written, as it pur-
ports, in concert with my noble Friend
the Secretary of State for War, and the
answer which my noble Friend the Sec-
retary to the Admiralty has given to the
House shows that on the following day a
letter written by my noble Friend car-
ried into effect, and into full and com-
plete effect, the statement I made in
this despatch. The right hon. Baronet
asks me what is meant by the normal
state of the force on the Gold Coast.
Now the normal state of the force on the
West Coast is two battalions. Of these
two battalions, one is divided between
Lagos and the Gold Coast. These details
are not within my immediate cognizance,
but I am informed when the men sent
for by the Admiralty are carried to the
West Indies, and when the detachment
sent to Lagos are withdrawn, the number
left will be under 600 men, corresponding
precisely with the answer I gave. I
think I have completely answered the
two questions put to me by the right hon.
Baronet. Now, in answer to the right
hon. and gallant Gentleman who has just
sat down, and who says that these papers
show very great neglect on the part of the
Government, let me be permitted to ask
him whether Le has seen that the com-
manding officer, up to the latest moment,
speaks in language entirely at variance
with that which the right hon. and gal-
lant Gentleman has just addressed to the
House. So late as the 12th of February
he speaks of ** the whole force being safely

War—Resolution.
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encamped on the banks of the river Prah
in excellent spirits and in a satisfactory
condition.” So late as the 11th of March
he speaks of ““the officers and men being
in good spirits and fair health,”” and in
the very last account I have from him
he says, after the rainy season had began—
“Tle regrets not being able to carry out our
original intention of invading the Ashantee coun-
try, for which I was in every other respect well
prepared, having at these camps seventy days’
meat for 1,200 men, and forty-two days’ biscuit
in store for a sirgilar number.”
Here is the Commander-in-Chief of the
forees saying he was in every respect well
prepared. That is the answer in these
papers to the statement of the right hon.
and gallant Gentleman. I have had the
opportunity also of speaking fo the Co-
lonial Secretary, who has recently come
home. He was a member of the Exe-
_cutive Council, and his words are these—

“Whether the declaration of a war with the
King of Ashantee was right or wrong is a ques-
tion of local poliey ; but that the Home Govern-
ment has failed in making provision for pre-
sorving the health of the troops is an assertion
whieh I deny.”

He says—

“The Tamar transport anchored at Cape
Coast on the 8th or 9th of April, but tents were
ready for the accommodation of the troops. The
troops did not suffer in the least by being placed
under canvas, for by the 14th of April Colonel
Conran had got nearly every one of the men
into houses.”

And with regard to the scarcity of food,
he says—

“With the food and the mode of hutting at the
Prah no fault can be reasonably found. Assist
ant Commissary Blane, the commissariat officer
in charge at Cape Coast, had made such excellent
arvangements, that long prior to the month of
April the rations at the Prah amounted to
o supply of fifty or sixty days for 1,200 men, the
whole available foree.”

Then, with regard to transport, he speaks
of 1,000 carriers receiving daily wages.
Ile says, the Commissariat Officer,

“Mr. Blane, told me that the preserved meat
brought so abundantly from England for the
troops was tho best that he had ever scen. Staff
Assistant Surgeon Hammond spoke also in the
same laudatory straine e informed me that he
did not recollect to have witnessed so much eare
and forethought displayed in the packing and
selection of icines, as was displ 1

played in the
acking and sel of the lici trans-
P 2

witted from his department.”

Now, I have shown by the authority of

the Commander-in.Chief—I have shown

by the authority of the late Colonial See-

retary—I have shown by the authority

of the Commissariat Officer — one of the
My, Cardwell
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most able in the service, and by the au-
thority of the Staff Assistant Surgeon,
what was the case with reference to the
provisions, with reference to the medical
supplies, and with regard to the position
of the troops at the very latest accounts.
I think, therefore, I have answered the
questions put to me with reference to the
promise I gave; and the statement I
have made is my answer to the remarks
of the right hon. and gallant General.
Mg. CORRY said, it was impossible to
have heard the statement of his hon. and
gallant Friend without being deeply im-
pressed ; more especially when they re-
membered under what circumstances of
domestic bereavement it was made ; and if
the gallant brother he had lost had the
same ability, enmergy of character, and
worth as his hon. and gallant Friend, the
country had indeed sustained a severe loss.
He (Mr. Corry) did not intend to enter on
the general question under discussion, but
he wished to make a few remarks in con-
sequence of what fell from the noble Lord
the Secretary of the Admiralty, who he
did not think had improved the case as it
stood against the Government. His specch
afforded an admirable illustration of the
Circumlocution system. Communications
were made by the Admiralty, first to one
office, and then to another; and, at last,
tenders were called for, but mnot for
steam-transports, because the price was so
high per man. The noble Lord talked
of the price per man when the troops
were dying like flies on that pestilential
coast. At last a sailing transport with
an unpronounceable name was taken up,
and at the end of a month she was
not ready for sea. His hon. Friend the
Member for Portsmouth told him that
when he commanded an East Indiaman he
had sailed from the Channel to the equa-
tor in sixteen days, and therefore had this
vessel been despatched at once she might
at that moment have been embarking our
soldiers. He contended that the Admi-
ralty, as soon as this cry of distress
reached them from the coast of Africa,
ought not to have issued advertisements
for sailing vessels, but they ought to have
communicated with the directors of the
great steam companies, and, no matter at
what cost per man, have taken up one of
the most powerful, capacious, and rapid
steam vessels that could be obtained. And
supposing that the mercantile marine could
not have furnished such a vessel, had they
not their steam reserve, including magnifi-
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cent first-class frigates of 3,000 tons burden
and 800-horse power, and several line-of-
battle ships of great size and speed and
good ventilation, which were admirably
adapted to such a service? In the coast-
guard service there were already in com-
mission three vessels — the Trafalgar and
two others of the same class— any one
_of which might have been sent to sea

" in a week. As it was, they were now,
at the end of a month, told that a trans-
port was to sail on the following day
or the day after. He could confirm all
that his hon. and gallant Friend had
snid about the Gladiator. He was a Lord
of the Admiralty at the time she was
built, and knew her well. A vessel less
adapted to the service could not have been’
found if the Admiralty had exercised their
ingenuity to discover the worst possible
ship. Although nominally a ship of 1,200
tons, deducting the space occupied by her
machinery, she was really of only 800
tons burden, and had neither speed nor the
capacity for the service for which she had
been selected. ;

Mn. DENMAN (who was recewved with
eries of *“Divide”) said, he claimed- in
justice to be heard, because the right hon.
Baronet who addressed the House a few
minutes ago pointedly alluded to him.
The right hon. Baronet challenged him to
make good his words, because he chose to
take notice of the dissent which he ut-
tered, perhaps somewhat loudly, but he
believed not indecorously. ‘When he ex-
pressed his dissent the right hon. Baronet
was misrepresenting, of course uninten-
tionally, what had been stated by the
noble Lord the Under Secretary for War.
The right hon. Baronet represented the
noble Lord as saying that the attempt to
supply the troops with water had utterly
failed. What the noble Lord really did
say was, that the moment the Government
was aware that there was a lack of water,
which they had not had reason to antici-
pate, they sent out a condensing apparatus,
guaranteed to supply 1,200 gallons a
day, and which actually supplied 500
gallons per day. The real question was,
Whether the Government, when they
knew there was a lack of water, did that
which became them as prudent men to
supply the need? He would not further
trouble the House.

Sik JAMES ELPHINSTONE observed,
that the noble Lord the Sceretary for the
Admiralty had told them that the Gladiator
had that afterncon been ordered to proceed
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upon the service; and he further stated
that a ship in the West Indies had been
ordered to hold herself in readiness to
proceed to the Cape de Verd Islands. Then
he (Sir J. Elphinstone) asked him whe-
ther the Gludiafor was to act as a go-
between in reference to these two points,
and how many trips she would require
to make to carry these troops from the
coast of Africa to the Cape de Verd Is-
lands? He had in view that the Cape
de Verd Islands were excecdingly un-
healthy, and had an cxceedingly stringent
quarantine law; and also the size and
description of the Gladiator. Now, the
Gladiator was a ship of not more than
800 tons, and when she had provided for
her own men she was incapable of carry--
ing more than 250 men with any degree
of comfort. He listened with great plea-
sure to the statement which was made by
his hon. and gallant Friend (Sir John Hay).
The only part of that statement which he
regrefted was that containing the two
sentences at the conclusion of his speech.
Standing in the relation which he did to
the hon. and gallant Gentleman, he hoped
that he would pardon him if he offered an
apology on his part for having left the
subject in hand and entered upon others
which were not before the House. The
noble Lord the Under Secretary for War
was put up to defend the Government,
and he made a speech which showed the
greatest possible ignorance of the state of
matters in a tropical climate. He told
the House of the dietary provided for theso
troops, of the beef and mutton they werc
to have. He totally forgot that the greate:
portion of these troops were engaged af «

.distance from the coast, and that neithcr

cattle nor sheep could travel in that coun-
try, and that meat could not be kept fresh
for more than two days at the utmost.
They were told that the troops received
the greatest attention and had no wants
whatever; but though strong men might
in such a climate stand salt meat and bis-
cuit for forty days, yet to men upon the
sick list it was death. The Return on the
table seemed to relate to the troops with-
in sight only, but took no d@ecount of those
in the interior. They also sought for quar-
ters for the troops at a place where all the
buildings had been twelve months before
destroyed by an earthquake. It also
seemed that unless the men died upon the
very line of march they were not supposcd
to die in connection with the expedition ;
and the gallant officer who had been rc-
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ferred to was actually operating on one of
the flanks of the army and yet the noble
Lord dénied that he had anything to do
with the expedition. The Government
were now on their trial with regard to
the occupation of that pestilential coast at
‘all; and unless they could satisfactorily
defend that occupation and justify their
relations towards the savage tribes whom
they protected, he, for one, must vote for
the Motion.

Viscovst PALMERSTON : We have
heard it, Sir, in the course of this debate,
more than once stated that this is not a
party question. I should like to kmow
what name you are to give to a Motion
which casfs censure upon the Government.
The word “censure’” has, indeed, been
withdrawn from the Resolution, but the
censure itself has not been withdrawn from
its spirit and substance. The Resolution
is no doubt a Vote of Censure on the Go-
vernment generally. The right hon. and
gallant Officer who spoke on the other side
said he was anxious to censure, but com-
plained that he did not know whom to cen-
sure. He told us he wanted to know on
whom he could justly throw the blame
which he thought belonged to somebody. 1
contend humbly that the statements which
have been made by my noble and right hon.
Friends in the course of this debate show
that, at all events, the assertion contained
in the Resolution—namely, that the Go-
vernment have not adequately provided for
the comfort and health of the troops landed
for the purpose of carrying on war against
the King of Ashantee—has been completely
and conclusively disproved. 'Why, Sir, it
has been over and over again proved by
documents, that every precaution was taken
to provide the troops with shelter when
they arrived; that they did obtain that
shelter, notwithstanding a ealamitous acei-
dent, which deprived them of the use of
those buildings on which they might have
reckoned ; and that in the course of a few
days alter they landed they were all placed
where they could find protection against
the inclemency of the weather. It has
been shown by my right hon. Friend, from
authentie documents, that the supplies of
food of all kinds were ample, whether of
meats, of biscuits, or of flour. It hasbeen
shown that the medical arrangements were
as good as it was possible to make them.

It has been shown that every effort was

made to procure for the troops a supply of

distilled water. The right hon. Baronet

the Member for Droitwich forgot that it
Sir James Elphinstone

‘'made on the other side.
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had been stated by my noble Friend that
the distilling apparatus, instead of supply-
ing a very large quantity of water, sup-
plied 500 gallons a day ; and then the right
hon. Baronet gets up and says that the
apparatus broke down, and was of no use
whatever. That is a specimen of the broad
and groundless assertions which have been
It is very easy to
conduct a debate when you reiterate state-
ments which are disproved by every Mem-
ber who speaks against you, and when you
say you have made out your case, although,
in fact, your case has utterly broken down.
‘Well, the Resolution calls upon the
House to say it laments the want of fore-
sight on the part of the Government. Sir,
we are ready to join in affirming that we
lament the loss of life which has unfortu-
nately occurred in these operations, and if
that had been the Resolution moved—if
the hon. and gallant Officer had moved a
Resolution stating that this House lamented
the loss of life which was occasioned, not
by a war against the King of Ashantec,
because no such waractually took place, but
by preparations to resist such a war, and
had followed that up by the expression of
a hope that in future matters might be so
arranged with the King of Ashantee as to
prevent the recurrence of such circum-
stances, we might have accepted it. How-
ever, that would not have suited the taste
of hon. Gentlemen opposite. But I say
we cannot agree, and I trust the House
will not agree, to this Resolution, founded
as it is on untruth, and on assertions which
have been refuted, and imputing blame
which we have shown that we have not
deserved. The right hon. Gentleman the
Member for Droitwich has well said that
the Motion before the House does not
involve the question of the policy of a
war with the King of Ashantee. It was
very wise of him to say so. Why, how
did this war originate, if indeed war there
has been? It originated in the duty de-
volving on the British Government to
defend the protected tribes in that region.
Who was it who first established that
protectorate on behalf of those tribes?
Was it those who sit on these (the Trea-
sury) Benches? It was the Government
of the Earl of Derby. That prineiple was
follewed up by all successive Govern-
ments, and the right hon. Baronet the
Member for Droitwich is himself one of
those who sanctioned and acted upon it.
Well, but if England formally takes under

‘its protection tribes of men, and if those




' 2017 The Ashantee

tribes are attacked by a foreign enemy, I
say the horour of the country may require,

- and ought to require, some step to be

adopted to make that protection not an
empty word but a reality in fayour of

| those to whom it is extended. Does any
| man say that the Governor of Cape Coast

Castle ought to have given up the two

. negroes who fled to our protection? I

am sure there is nof a man in this House
who would contend that the Governor
would have been justified in delivering
up these fugitives to certain death. Well,
the refusal to do that was the cause of the
attack made on the protected tribes by
the King of Ashantee; and that attack
led very naturally and necessarily to some
counter demonstration in their favour.
But it is said that we ought to have
foreseen that the rainy scason would com-
mence two months carlier than usual;
that a convulsion would destroy the port
of Acera; and, in short, that we should
have forcknown things which we could
not possibly have forcknown, but which,
when they did happen, were so guarded
against by the precautions taken, that,
a8 I maintain, the statements which have
been made of the loss sustained by the
troops in this service are greatly exag-
gerated. That has been proved by my
noble Friend the Under Secretary of State
for War, and the Returns also showed it
to be so. Great art has beenm employed
in mixing up casualties wholly uncon-
nected with these operations and in
nscribing them all to a service to which
they did not properly belong. I say,
therefore, that hon. Gentlemen opposite
are wise in having abstained from that
which would perhaps have been a more
candid Motion—namely, a condemnation
of the policy of protecting these tribes
and making war in their defence; because
that policy was theirs, and though we
ufterwards adopted if, not ours. They
feol themselves precluded, therefore, from
condemning that which was the real cause
of this expedition into the interior being
undertaken, and which has resulted in the
losses which we deplore. I say, then,
that I trust to the justice of this House,
and I hope it will not be carried away
by the unsupported assertions that have
been made. As to want of foresight and
want of proper precaution, we have been
told, and it has been proved, that every
precaution was taken. The loss also was
greatly exaggerated, and does not in
reality amount to more than might have
VOL. CLXXYV. [tmiep semies.]
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been expected under ordinary circum-
stances in a tropical climate. - The right
hon. Baronet said he had been a Member
of the Committee with reference to the
Crimean war, and that this expedition
reminded him [“No, no!”]—I beg par-
don, it was the right hon. and gallant
Officer beside him. Such a statement
might have been pardonable in the right
hon. Baronet, because he is only a yeo-
man, but I think it was hardly fair on
the part of a Gentleman who ought to
be better informed as to the mature of
military arrangements, and better able
to compare assertions with details that
entirely contradict them. .I say this is
undoubtedly a censure upon the Govern-
ment. The right hon. Gentleman the
Member for Buckinghamshire, who is now
like a greyhound in the leash, always
likes to have the last word. I seec him
now anxious to start upon his. legs.
But I trust that the House will take a
more serious view of this matter. No
doubt the question is one involving con-
siderations of the most serious character.
The position is one of embarrassment for
any Government. When they find tha“
by a long course of policy the country is
embarked in a particular course, and when
they find that course cannot be adequately
followed up without entailing a great sa-
crifice of life, the position must be a very
painful ome. All that any Government
can be required to do under such circum-

stances is to act according to the best of

their judgment in following out the linc of
policy to which in some degrec the honour

and character of the country is pledged,

.and fo take every means which may ren-

der the enforcement of its obligations at-
tended with as little as possible of unne-
cessary sacrifice of life. It was thought
the best troops to employ on this service
were those troops of colour whom we had
in our West India regiments. Unfortu-
nately it has turned out that those born
in the West Indies have lost that immu-
nity from the effects of African climate
which their ancestors enjoyed, and they
suffered almost as much as Europeans
could do under similar circumstances. It
was a duty incumbent upon the Govern-
ment, a duty which, I contend, has been
performed, to take every precaution, me-
dically or through the commissariat, which
could prevent the troops sent upon this
enterprize from feeling unduly the effects
of the tropical climate. The Government
felt this duty more peculiarly incumbent
3T
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upon them, because though it was, ima-
gined their colour might protect the tfoops,
the officers, being Europeans, could not be
expected to enjoy cqual immunity. T
contend that any one who will read fhese
papers, any one who has listened to this
debate, will see, and if he is candid and
impartial will acknowledge, that there
was nothing the Government could have
done that they did not do. [Cries of
“Oh! oh!” from the Opposition Benches.)
Oh, I do not expect hon. Gentlemen oppo-
site to agree with me. I am not address-
ing myself to those who came to this de-
bate with foregone conclusions, prepared
to vote censure whether it be deserved
or not. I appeal to the body of the
House. . And I say they ought to make
allowance for the position of a Govern-

- ment which, having to pursue a line of
policy traced out for a long course of
time by those who went before, and find-
ing that policy imposed a duty which could
not be performed without incurring sacri-
fice of life, still felt that the homour of
the country demanded an effort, that duty
called on them to make that effort, an
effort which having now been made has
not proved so fatal to those employed in
carrying it into execution as some have
represented and others have feared. I
will only add that I trust this House
will act according to its deliberate judg-
ment. In that event I am confident it
will not agree to the Vote of Censure which
the hon. and gallant Officer proposes, but
will, on the contrary, go with the Govern-
ment into Committee of Supply, setting
aside the Motion of the hon. and gallant
Gentleman.

Mn. DISRAELI: Sir, I cannot refuse
the challenge of the noble Lord, although,
so far as I am concerned, I should be glad
if the debate were now to close. I am
glad that the noble Lord in the latter part
of his speech addressed the House in a tone
of gravity which somewhat became the
subject. For my part, I prefer the tone
of the noble Lord when he gives us the
advantage of his long experience, and
speaks without that affectation of un-
necessary levity, which he, the leading
statesman of the greatest Empire in the
world, seems to think is indispensable as
a compliment, I suppose, to the House
of Commouns to introduce into every de-
bate. The noble Lord says it is very
casy to make loud and unfounded asser-
tions, I quite agree with the noble Lord.
I have listened to him often, and admired

Viscount Palmerston
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the manner—in speaking of any one else
I should say the happy effrontery—with
which he makes his unfounded assertions.
But I think to-night the noble Lord has
exceeded himself, and I shall show to
the House has far excelled any achieve-
ment of that elass which has before illus-
trated his name. The noble Lord dwelt
for some time, for some quarter of an hour,
on a subject which need not have engaged
our attention this evening, and that was
the policy of war with Ashantee. The
noble Lord was not content to leave his
opponents untouched, his vindication of
the conduct of his own Government being
that they followed the policy which had
been traced out and established by the
Government of the Earl of Derby. Now
I must say, that having been an humble
Member of that Government, I am per-
feetly unaware—

Viscoontr PALMERSTON : If I said
the Government of the Earl of Derby, I
made a slip of the tongue. I ought to
have said the Government in which that
noble Lord was Secretary for the Colonies,

Mzr. DISRAELI : The noble Lord has
now made another slip of the tongue. His
first statement was, that it was the Govern-
ment of the Earl of Derby. He now re-
calls that statement, although he charged
my right hon. Friends, and particulatly
the hon. Member for Droitwich, with being
the Secretary of State who carried that
policy into execution. But this master of
bold and unfounded assertions, when I
ventured to correct one misstatement, takes
up another position. He now says it was
not the Government of the Earl of Derby,
but another Government, in which the Earl
of Derby was Secretary of State for the
Colonies—I presume he means the Go-
vernment of Sir Robert Peel in 1841. But,
unless I am entirely misinformed—unless
what I have read on the subject entirely
deceives me, the protectorate of the Fantec
tribes and of all those tribes which Lave
engaged our attention to-night, leading fo
the permanence of our occupation of Cape
Coast Castle, was established in the year
1826, at the conclusion of the war in that
country. Therefore, I say, when a person,
and a person of the great eminence and
position of the noble Lord, after a debate
of much interest on a subject unquestion-
ably of very great national importance,
rises in his place and scolds and flounces
about the evening having been taken up
with bold and unfounded assertions which
are casy to make, and, when refuted, to
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repeat, and in answering those to whom
he is replying, himself comes forward with
a statement o entirely unfounded upon a
subject happening within his own official
experience, not only as a Member of this
House, but as a Minister of the Crown, I
must say 1 think the noble Lord under the
_circomstances should look a little at home
before addressing the House with the con-
fidence he has evinced this evening. The
noble Lord, with that command of Parlia-
mentary language which distinguishes him,
says that the Resolution which has been
tendered for the consideration of the House
is false—that it is founded in unfruth.
‘Well, that is strong language. The mno-
ble Lord may not clearly remember the
language of this Resolution, which he says
is founded in untruth. The Resolution
asserts two things. It first declares that
no sufficient provision was made for pre-
serving the health of the troops employed in
this particular service. Now, isit the opi-
nion of the House that sufficient provision
was made? No one can for a moment pre-
tend that question is open to a doubt. Why,
have we not been told that if we had only
asked for a Committee of Inquiry into the
subject, and had not introduced a censure
on the Government, the facts themselves
are go generally known, the statement is
o accurate and undeniable, that it would
have been impossible for any one to resist
it? What is the next statement in the
Resolution? 'Why, that there was a want
of foresight, which has caused this large
loss of life. The noble Lord says suffi-
cient provision was made, and that there
was no want of foresight. Sufficient pro-
vision was made to produce the disaster.
If that. was your foresight, if your pro-
phetic vision foresaw the calamities which
have occurred, we may grant you that
virtue of sagacity which some are disposed
to say you do mot possess. On the other
hand, if you wish to prove that sufficient
provision was made by the wretched state
in which the troops found themselves, we
may form an opinion of what is your de-
finition of a proper equipment for a warlike
force on the Gold Coast. It appears to
me that the somewhat blustering state-
ments of the noble Lord can only end in
the refutation of the very position which
ho had endeavoured to assume. The
Houso has been told two or three times
lo-night that this is not a party question,
und the noble Lord has taunted us as if
that statement had been made particularly
{rom this side. I own that I have not
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heard it from this side of the House. In-
deed, I do not recollect having heard it at
all except from the hon. and learned Col-
league of the noble Lord in the represen-
tation of Tiverton (Mr. Denman), who a
few minutes ago addressed to us that
peculiar speech which I confess I did
nof understand. But I confend that if
great disasters occur in the conduct of a
military expedition, it is the duty of an
Opposition ‘to- call attention to them, to
inquire into their cause, and to ask who is
responsible for results which fill the coun-
try with mourning. We should be ashamed
of ‘ourselves if such incidents could pass
unnoticed ; but if the noble Lord means
to say that there has been any concerted
scheme to use this particular case in order
to give a trial of strength, he speaks with
very inaccurate information on the sub-
jeet. Nothing was more natural than that
the hon. and gallant Member for Wake-
field should ecall attention fo this lament-
able affair. He drew his Resolution him-
self, and the only reason why that word
which the noble Lord has taunted this
side of the House for omitting was left
out when the question was put from
the Chair was, because I understand the
hon. and gallant Gentleman was told by
some friend that it was not a Parliamen-
tary phrase. Surely, it is expedient that
in asking the opinion of the House upon
any question we should always, as far as
possible, follow those precedents of Jan-
guage, by acting upon which we generally
manage to conduct our affairs without any
unnecessary acerbity of expression. But
the hon. and gallant Member never for a

‘moment meant o conceal that the object

of his Resolution was to pass a censure
upon the Administration that is either
guilty or mnot guilty of being responsible
for the calamities which have occurred,
and which, I submit, the House could not
pass over without notice. The mode in
which our opinion has been asked is one
perfectly Parliamentary and constitutional.
No art has been used in making the state-
ments which have been advanced to-night;
no answer has been given to those state-
ments, and I maintain that the tone of the
Prime Minister himself has been quite
unworthy of the very grave subject which
has engaged our attention.

Viscorst PALMERSTON : What I
meant to say was that in 1842, when
Lord Stanley was Secretary for the Co-
lonies and Sir Robert Peel was Prime
Minister, the protectorate of the Afrfcan

3T2
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tribes vas resumed. Tt was commenced
Tong béfore, but had been given up for a
short time. .

Mg, DISRAELI : The noble Lord omits
to state that it was resumed on a Report
of the House of Commons recommending
its assumption.

Question put,

The House divided :—Ayes 233; Noes
926 : Majority 7.

Main Question put, and agreed fo.

SUPPLY,
Suprry considered in Committee.
House resumed.
Committee report Progress; to sit again

on Monday next.

SUPPLY—REPORT.

Resolutions reported.

Tonp NAAS said, he wished to refer
to a matter which occupied considerable
attention in Ireland, and which had re-
ference to the office of Public Works in
that country. He had been unwilling to
call attention to this subject, lest he should
ghake confidence in the administration of
the Board, buta debate had recently taken

lace on the subject, and the Government
gnd introduced a Bill, altering the consti-
tution of the Board. The late Chairman
had retired to a comparatively subordinate
position. He therefore thought it was
worthy of the consideration of the Govern-
ment whether the Board should not be
laced upon n different footing, and in
immediate connection with the Irish Go-
vernment. Great inconvenience had con-
stantly arisen from the position of the
Board. Serious exceptions had been taken
to ncts committed by the Board, and it
had been always a matter of difficulty to
find out who was really responsible for

those acts. He wished to ask whether in ||

the new amngement it was intended to
place the Board more in counection with
the Irish Government ? The large expen-
diture which the Board had been in the
habit of making was coming rapidly to
an end, and it therefore ceased to be the
important department it was heretofore.
There was another body in connection
with it—namely, the Fishery Commission,
which ocoasioned great inconvenience, in-
asmuch as the public could not exercise
any control over the acts of that Commis-

sion, He hoped that the permanent part ||
—thv Inspectors and Commissioners— ||

Fiscount Palmerston
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Tozp CLARENCE PAGET said, that he
thought that what he was about to state
would be satisfactory to the hon. Baronet.
The War Office had made an arrangement
by which instead of the removal of 500
men from Cape Coast Castle 700 men would
be removed. OF these, 500 would go to
the West Indies and 200 to Lagos. From
Lagos 200 would be removed to Sierra
Leone station. That had necessitated an
alteration in the arrangements of the Ad-|
miralty. It was mow proposed that the
@ladiator should go straight to Madeira,
and she had started that day. She would |
coal at Madeira, in order to be prepared to
take in tow the /Waubajees transport, which
would carry the troops. The transport
would start from this country on Thursday,
accompanied by the Bulldog, which would
tow her out of the Channel, and go with
her to Madeira, if necessary. At Madeira
she would find the Gladiator waiting for
her. The Gladiator would tow her to

Castle. The Waulbgjees would there em-
bark the troops for Barbadoes; and the |-
Gladiator, after towing her into the offing,
if necessary, would embark the 200 men
for Lagos, and from Lagos would return to
Sierra Leone with about the same number)
of men to be stationed there. The Gla-
diator would thence return to England.

DENMARK AND GERMANY.

THE CONFERENCE.— QUESTION.

Mr. DISRAELL : Sir, I wish to make
an inquiry of Her Majesty’s Government
in regard to circumstances connected with
the Confercnce. In the first place I wish
to ask the Government, Whether they can
give the House any information respecting
a statement, believed to be perfectly au-
thentic, on the part of the Prussian Mi-
nister, at the last meeting of the Confe-
rence? He is alleged to have stated that”
in case the German ports were blockaded,
the German Powers would no longer con-
| sider themselves bound by the Convention

| of Paris in regard to privateering. T wish
( in the sccond place to learn from Her Ma- |,
| jesty’s Government whether, in case of the
| Conference breaking up its proceedings
on Wednesday, we are to understand that
| hostilities will commence on the 26th?
| The third question is, whether, if the
! Couference concludes, under any circum-
stances, its business next Wednesday, we
| may understand from the Government i
| that the protocols will be placed im-
| mediately on the table of this House?
!

Sierra Leone, and thence to Cape Coast’ =
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Mz, OHAGAN (THE ATTORNEY GENE-
., For IrELAND)in Teply, said, it was
)t quite certain that it would be possible
, incorporate the suggestion of the hon.
1d learned Grentleman in the promised
easure, He would, however, see what

yuld be done.

AVY—THE “ GLADIATOR."-QUESTION.
ADJOURNMENT.

Sz JAMES ELPHINSTONE said, he
ose to put a Question to the noble Lord
he Secretary to the Admiralty, which he
as compelled to preface with some obser-
ations, and if out of order in doing so, he
ould move the adjournment of the House.
o wished to know, Whether the Gladiator
as still under orders to proceed to Cape
oast Castle ; for in his opinion that vessel
as utterly incompetent to remove 500 men
ith any degree of safety fo the expedition.
t was necessary to explain his reasons for
at opinion, and he_therefore moved the
djournment of the House. The Gladiator
as o ship of 1,200 tons burden, with a
ain deck ; but the space occupied by the
oilers and ship’s company reduced her
nrrying power o 800 tons. At that, sea-
n of the year the winds prevailing in the
ulf of Guinea were from the ‘.vestw'ard,
nd, consequently, when the ship arrived
t Cape Coast Castle and took on board the
oops and baggage, she would, in her
verloaded state, have to contend with
ontrary winds of considerable strength
r 700 miles before she could t\:{‘n thte

undury point, where strong north-east-
l?ly wilt'x}:lapwere to be looked for. It was
mpossible, in the wet weather which would
revail in the Gulf of Guinea, that the
ladiator could carry below 500 men—for
hat was the number—448 rank and file,
nd 10 officers, with their followers. Some
ust bo carried on deck, and they would
o exposed to the wet from the time they
eft Cape Coast Castle until they arrived at
heir destination. He would submit for
e consideration of the Government, whe-
her it would not be better to sen.d a s}up
apable of carrying these troops fnth safety
nd comfort. The Galatea, u ship of 3,000
Long, had just arrived with troops from tl.m.
Mediterrancan, and might be employed for
hat purpose. He entered his solomn pro-
st against the Gladiator being svnt_ on
hat service. In order to place himself i
seder, he would move the adjournment of
e House.

Motion made, and Question prgposcd,
It this House do now adjourn.
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Lorp CLARENCE PAGET said, that he ’
thought that what he was about to state
would be satisfactory to the hon. Baronet.
The War Office had made an arrangement
by which instead of the removal of 500
men from Cape Coast Castle 700 men would
be removed. Of these, 500 would go to
the West Indies and 200 fo Lagos. From
Lagos 200 would be removed fo Sierra |
Leone station. That had necessitated an
alteration in the arrangements of the Ad-
miralty. It was now proposed that the
Gladiator should go straight to Madeira,
and she had started that day. She would
coal at Madeira, in order to be prepared to
take in tow the Waubojees transport, which
would carry the troops. The transport
would start from this country on Thursday, |
accompanied by the Bulldsg, which would
tow her out of the Channel, and go with
her to Madeira, if necessary. At Madeira
she would find the Gladiator waiting for |
her. The @ladiator would tow her to
Sierra Leone, and thence to Cape Coast |
Castle. The Waubojees would there em-
bark the troops for Barbadoes; and the
Gladiator, after towing her into the offing,
if necessary, would embark the 200 men
for Lagos, and from Lagos would return to
Sierra Leone with about the same number
of men to be stationed there. The Gla-
diator would thence return to England.

DENMARK AND GERMANY.
THE CONFERENCE.— QUESTION.

Mr. DISRAELL : Sir, I wish to make
an inquiry of Her Majesty’s Government
in regard to circumstances connected with
the Conference. In the first place I wish
to ask the Government, Whether they can ,
give the House any information respecting
a statement, believed to be perfectly au-
thentic, on the part of the Prussian Mi-
nister, at the last meeting of the Confe-
rence? He is alleged to have stated that"
in case the German ports were blockaded, |
the German Powers would no longer con-
sider themselves bound by the Convention
of Paris in regard to privateering. I wish |
in the second place to learn from Her Ma- |,
jesty’s Government whether, in case of the
Conference breaking up its proceedings
on Wednesday, we are to understand that
hostilities will commence on the 26th ?
The third question is, whether, if the
Couference concludes, under any cireum-
stances, its business next Wednesday, we
may understand from the Government [
that the protocols will be placed im-
mediately on the table of this House?
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without sceinz that the infroduction of
that systemgsinto England, leaving that|
discretion to the juries, would lead to
the greatest dissatisfaction. ‘

Tur Eann or ELLENBOROUGH said |
that, in deference to the feeling which their
Lordships had expressed, he should ask |
leave to withdraw the Bill.

Bill (by leave of the House) withdrawn. |
DIVORCE AND MATRIMONIAL CAUSES

(ssexDMENT) BILL [1.1.]

A Bill to amend the Act relating to Divoree |
and Matrimonial Causes in England, 20 & 21 |

~ {Max 10, 1864}

Indian Officers.

out of an unprovoked incursion of the
Ashantees info that country, attended with
great ravages and loss of life and property.

258

{ The operations which were now going on

arose out of a continuance of the hostilities
of last year, or rather out of a probability
of the renewal of those hostilities, unless

| vigorous measures were taken to repress
! them. Reinforcements had. been sent ouf

to the Governor, and every precaution had
been taken to supply him with all neces-
saries calculated to ensure the health and
safety of troops in that country. The last
Report from the Governor announced that

Vict. e, 85— Was presented by The Lord St.| the troops were in good health and spirits.

“Lroxanns, and read 1+, (No. 75.)

CHIMNEY SWEEPERS AND CHIMNEYS
REGULATION BILL [ILIL.]

A Bill to amend and extend the Act for the
Regulation of Chimney Sweepers and Chimneys
—Was presented by The Earl of Smarressuny,
and read 1*. (No. 76.)

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CLERGY DISADILITIES
REMOVAL BILL [10.1.]

A Bill to remove the Disabilities affecting the
Bishops and Clergy of the Protestant Episcopal
Chureh in Seotland —Was presented by The Earl
of Doxcasten, and read 14 (No. 79.)

Ilouse adjourned at Six o’clock, to
Thursday next, half past
Ten o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Zuesday, May 10, 1864,

MINUTES.] — New Memper Swony — Edward
Willinm Watkin, esquire, for Stockport.
FPunsie Biuus—Ordered—Inns of Court.

THE WAR IN ASIIANTEE.
QUESTION,

Sm JOHN HAY said, he would beg to
usk the Sceretary of State for the Colonies,
Whether it is true that war has been com-
menced with Ashantee; whether precau-
tions have been taken to meet the drain
of lifo which must ensue in so deadly a
campauign ; and whether a largely inereas-
ing expenditure may be looked for in con-

sequence in the Gold Coast Colony ?

f. CARDWELL, in reply, said, it
would probably be in the kuowledge of
the House that in the course of last year
o war commenced between the King of
Ashantee and a friendly tribe adjoining

1

No doubt these operations were attended
with some danger and expense, but the
object of -them was to prevent the recur-
rence of these outbreaks in future years.

ARMY—OFFICERS’” ALLOWANCES AT
BERMUDA.—QUESTION.

Mg. CLAY said, he wished to ask the
Under Secretary of State for War, Whether
any information has been received respect-
ing the excessive demand for, and conse-
quent high price of, provisions and accom-
modation at Bermuda ; and, if so, whether
Her Majesty’s Government intend to make
a Colonial allowance for Officers on duty
in that island ?

Tue Marquess or HARTINGTON said;
in reply, that the Colonial allowances
were not made by the Government, but
in almost all cases by the Colonies them-
selves out of the Colonial funds. In this
case the Government had received an ap-
plication from officers in command of
troops at Bermuda for increased allowances
in consequence of the high rates of pro-
visions, TFrom a comparison of the con-
tract rate of provisions at this station and
elsewhere in the West Indies and at home,
it did not appear that the rate by any
means was excessive. The indulgence had,
however, been granted to the officers to
draw . rations, or rather provisions, for
their wives and families at contract prices.
But it was not considered that a case had
been made out for any extra allowances
owing to the high rate of accommodation.
He believed that accommodation had be-
come very dear, but nearly all the officers
were provided with quarters.

INDIA — CLAIMS OF INDIAN OFFICERS.
QUESTION,

Loro STANLEY said, he wished to

our settlements on the Gold Coast, arising | ask the Secretary of State for India, Whe-
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