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ABSTRACT
Political vigilantism as a form of social movement has become pervasive in Ghanaian politics,

especially, in the last decade. Ghanaian political parties’ desire for political power is gradually
making political vigilantism a part of Ghanaian politics. This threatens the democratic fabric of
the Ghanaian society due to the crimes and brutalities perpetrated by these political vigilante
groups. This social phenomenon has been widely discussed in Ghanaian media due to the crimes
and other obscene acts that such groups tend to be associated with. In recent times, political
vigilantism has gained much attention in the works of sociologists, criminologists, and other
disciplines. However, among the diverse body of studies, few have been done on how people who

are recruited into politi r participating and their

perceptions of the impli ity. This study therefore

examines how people xplain their motives or
reasons for participati eir actions on political
stability or security sin Ghana in recent times.
Guided by the qualitati s were conducted with
fifteen political vigilan Ghana. Additional data
was solicited from two | group which work with
one of the political vi nts gave a full and rich

narratives of how they were Up, their motives or reasons

olitical vigriantism; |rexpenencesd@woperatlons,thelr

noper E@Fﬁ”ﬁﬁ%ﬁ&'ﬁmy and-how they think state

and non-state actors should respond to political vigilantism. However, for some of the participants,

for joining and par

perceptions of their-action

this topic was difficult to discuss because of the sensitive nature of their activities and the current

law in Ghana disbanding the activities of political vigilantes. The findings revealed that, political
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vigilante group recruit its members on the basis of trust, political affiliation, ethnic affiliation,
recommendation from party members or peers and previous knowledge in security. In addition, it
revealed that, lack of decent jobs and poverty, lack of trust in state security institutions, lack of
trust or integrity in the electoral commission, access to social support, access to social capital, a
desire party recognition and ethnic support are the reasons participants gave for joining and
participating in political vigilantism. On the downside, participants experienced physical and
verbal assault, threat and intimidation, exploitation, regret and psychological pains as part of the
operations and membership of these groups. The findings also revealed that contrary to the
dominant position that vigilantes are necessarily and desirable by participants, participants

perceive political vigile These notwithstanding

they desire that they s portive services to their

political parties and na study contributes to the

growing body of kno litical vigilantism, how

people are recruited int ical vigilantes, political

vigilantes’ perceptions poth state and non-state
actors to respond to the \gain, the finding of this

keholders need to create

study implies that, govi ‘

more decent jobs, restor y, ensure diligence and

transparencyinthe@p | - , @u!
P eavroas)—
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
Political vigilantism, a not so new politically interested social movement has become pervasive in

Ghanaian politics, especially; in the last decade in the quest for political power by political parties
(Gyampo et al., 2017; Paalo; 2017; Asamoah; 2019). This social phenomenon in recent times has

caused a great deal of public concern in Ghana (Gyampo et al., 2017; Asamoah, 2019). The

growing antagonism b hich has resulted in the

mistrust in the ability ss Is gradually making

political vigilantism a mocratic fabric of the
Ghanaian society due t ed by members of these
social movements in the ies (Bob-Milliar, 2014a;
Gyampo et al, 2017, ated public demand on
governments, to disha pings (CODEO, 2017).
This came to head-on | stituency in the Greater
Accra region of Ghana the wide condemnation,
setting of the Presidential
i,

igate the cou e'disturbanc lected the Attorney

general and mini;ter_of j umtpmﬁ ﬁ%ﬁmﬁf

groupings. The President, Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo eventually signed in 2019 the

the president of Ghana, ™

Commission of En

disban%jment of all such
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vigilantism and related offences bill into law and to criminalize membership of such groupings

among others.

Empirical evidence indicates that political vigilantism as a form of social movement has several
negative impacts including the destruction of private and public property, physical violence, loss
of life and deformation of people (Anderson, 2002; Smith, 2004; Meagher, 2007; Pratten, 2008;

Tankebe, 2009; Bob-Milliar, 2014a; Gyampo et, 2017; Paalo, 2017; Asamoah, 2019; Tankebe;
2019; Dumenu and Adzraku, 2020). For instance, in the year 2017, 2018 and 2019 in Ghana,
political vigilantes confronted and abused countless individuals, brutalized and tortured numerous

state security officials, politicians and judicia

/ officials as well as destroyed state properties

(Gyampo et al, 2017; / e above situation is not

only peculiar to Ghana such as Nigeria, Kenya,

Ethiopia, Tanzania ama 2007; Di Nunzio, 2014;

Paalo, 2017). For instar ed over 31 people in Kenya

(Anderson, 2002). In t s study investigates the

reasons for which poli eople are recruited into

political vigilantism gr pact on security.

1.2 PROBLEM STATEN .
The unhealthy politi ompetition’ . al parti i hana threatens the

H

m[ of the qsual intimidation,

- JH 'r'
threats, physical confrontations; des rucﬁ)*q Efa%ﬁe?snatchmg‘of baIIot boxes among others

social and political stabili . country. ThIS is partlcularly

by opposing political vigilante groups during Ghana’s general elections and political party

elections which have become a norm in Ghanaian elections. Quite apart from that, the activities
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and operations of political party vigilantes have transitioned beyond elections into post-elections
activities and support for incumbent or recumbent political party operations. This implies that,
political vigilantism is almost normalized and their perpetual disregard for rule of law which
undermines Ghana’s democracy and their unabated violation of human rights with impunity
(Gyampo et al, 2017; Dumenu and Adzraku, 2020) which threatens the peace and security of the
country have become a great concern for many Ghanaians. These concerns have propelled several
scholars (Anderson, 2002; Smith, 2004; Meagher, 2007; Pratten, 2008; Bob-Milliar, 2014a; Di
Nunzio, 2014; Gyampo et al; Paalo, 2017; Tankebe; 2019) to undertake studies that sheds light on

this critical social phenomenon. For instance, Gyampo et al (2017) investigated how political

vigilante groups play a sing electoral defeat for

their political parties an e Ghana’s drive towards
democratic maturity. al parties mobilize and
recruited party foot sol ions or continue to have
command over state | interviews. He further
examined how winner- ity electoral violence in

Ghana.

Paalo (2017) studied t itical party youth wings

(vigilantes) in Sub-Saha

conditions that su@ propel g iings or \@Fo perpetrate low
intensity electoral violencﬁ% SSA, the dlfferences a,nd_sutﬁ“es of political party youth
~——1 INTEGR =

wings (political vigilantes) across SSA Iso the mnganee of the support, mobilization, and

hana as a case study. The

organizational skills of political vigilantes to their mother parties or affiliates in Africa has been

explored (Smith, 2004; Meagher, 2007; Bob-Milliar, 2014a; Paalo, 2017). Norman (2019) also
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investigated the relationship between political party vigilantism and bodybuilding, the role
political party vigilantes play in election violence as well as an attempt to find out if bodybuilding
predisposes one to political party vigilantism using a sample size of 16 participants who were all
bodybuilders in Accra, Ghana. For Adinkrah (2005), using newspaper accounts in Ghana from
1990 to 2000 examined the social, political, and economic factors that contribute to vigilante
killings in Ghana. Adinkrah (2005) also examined how, when, where and when victims of vigilante
killings experienced this phenomenon as well as the official efforts put in place to combat this

phenomenon.

Basically, we know about political vigilantism at the organizational level, but not at the individual

level that is we know m as a form of political

participation in Ghana, rm of social movement

in Ghana, the function viduals are recruited to

join these groups, the ring elections or their

operations and the pe

stability or security in G

political vigilantes’ of ' dactiviti 0 i m groups recruit their

es’ actions on political

jated the motives behind

members, political vig] ienc sir peteept heir actions on political

stability as well as how p@ ar (opped as ocial movement in Ghana.

To achieve, this, tl—@fh projectw Wing questions: '“‘*!

N St s
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1.3 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

General Objective:
To explore how people who are recruited into political vigilante groups, explain their reasons for
participating and their perceptions of the implications of their actions on political stability or

security.
Specific Objectives:

1. To find out how participants in political vigilantism explain their reasons for participating in

their group.

2. To explore the proc

3. To examine the exp

4. To find out political stability or security

5. To find out how poli buld respond to political

vigilantism

1.4 RESEARCH QUE

1. How does those wh easons for participating

in their group?

2. What is the process by w

N TEGHI PROC El.':rmu&

4. What are political vigilantes” perceptions o tions on poﬁlcal stability or security?

5. How do political vigilantes think state and non-state actors should respond to political

vigilantism?
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1.5 STRUCTURE OF THE STUDY

The outline of this study consists of seven chapters. Chapter One comprises an introduction of the
study, problem statement which addresses the research gap. This is followed by the research

objectives or significance of the study and the research questions.

Chapter Two presents a review of the existing literature on political vigilantism. This chapter
reviewed and analyzed the position of other related and relevant literature in connection with the
study. The section discusses key concepts such as social movement, vigilantism, types of
vigilantism, political vigilantism, reasons for engaging in political vigilantism, political vigilante

recruitment and perceptions of political vigilantes and security. The chapter ends on the discussion

of the theoretical fram

Chapter Three present arch approach, a brief

profile of the study are e Greater Accraregion),

the target population fa pliected and analysed. The

chapter ends with a dist ces of the researcher.

Chapter Four presents 2 chapter deals with the

nature and purpose of colonial era in Ghana.

\
participated in the study,

Chapter Five presents tf
the profile of a political pa

groups. It also pres%

themes regarding what is poli mmmtnﬁﬁm@mm

political vigilantes are recruited and factors determlnlng participation in political vigilante groups.

dhe of the political vigilante
| :
‘under various key

|
political vigilantes, how
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Chapter Six presents the data and findings, sociodemographic characteristics of the participants,
analysis and discussions of the empirical results under various key themes regarding experiences
of political vigilantes, political vigilantes’ perceptions of their actions on security and the

implication of their actions on security or social stability.

Lastly, Chapter Seven focuses on the summary of the major findings, conclusions, implications of

the study for future research, and limitations of the study.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 INTRODUCTION
To understand the contributions of this research, it is important to review the existing research on

the subject. | begin by examining the concept social movement, the works on vigilantism in general

and various typologies of vigilantism. Following this, | focus on political vigilantism, emergence

2.2 SOCIAL MOVE

Social movement as a ¢ in, Jasper and khattra

~
—_
Ne
O
°
~
(WS

A
o
1¢)
=
=
o
7]
2]
o
o

us field of actors with
al movements are very
S0 have the capacity to
d Zald, 1973). Social
mbers share a common
other groups usually to

challenge disruptive act

Goodwin et al, 19@
Guided by Tarrow’s 1994 |ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁWV n social movements, one

can classify political vigilantism and their activities as a form of social movement. In fact, scholars

es (Tarrow, 1994 cited in

=%

who conceive political vigilantism as a form of social movement like Porta and Diani (2006)

construes social movement as a social group which is connected through thick informal systems

8
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and engages in conflict with obviously defined rivals or opponents that they share a separate
collective goal. For Meyer Zald (2000), the concept could be defined as “ideologically structured
actions” as a movement activity. Zald (2000), further argues that social movement-related activity
occurs within a variety of institutional arenas including electoral competition, legislative processes,
political parties, and government agencies with supporters often from families, schools and so on.
This understanding presupposes that, social movements can equally and do often engage in
political activities or support political parties and even sometimes take the state laws into their own
hands in order to achieve their predetermined goals for group members or their allies. This

definition allows the activities of political vigilantes in Ghana such as engaging in organized

collective action, prom rting political activities

and so on as a form t, they sometimes use

illegitimate means to a

2.3 VIGILANTISM

The etymology of the \ ilantem” which literally

means watchful. Vigili a committee or group

organized to suppress a 3\ appeared inadequate.

The term vigilantism is ‘vigil” means to be in a

constant state of alert enomenon where groups

organise to detect@in dange e @1

Several scholars have atteW}o defme_\agllannsm_m—dlf#e ways. For instance, Abraham
. EGRI PROCEDAMU °

(2003) defined it as an endeavour by a gathering-of-community members to authorize standards

and keep up lawfulness for the benefit of their networks,- in the apparent nonattendance of

compelling state authority action through the police and court, frequently by falling back on
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brutality. For Gyampo et al (2017: 114), vigilantism simply refers to “being watchful and fully
awake to ensure that nothing untoward happens, has nothing to do with violence”. Vigilantism is
also concerned with the exercise of power by individuals who do not have state legitimate power
to do so (Tankebe, 2009). Again, vigilantism according to Rosenbaum and Sederberg (1974: 4) is
simply “establishment violence” that is, taking the law into one’s own hands and using violence

or brute force to protect the interest of a group that one belongs to.

It is worth noting that, even though, several scholars have attempted defining vigilantism, some of
these scholars did not explicitly provide a working definition for the purpose of empirical analysis

(Brown, 1975; Rosenbaum & Sederberg, 1974) whereas those scholars who did provide one, often

provide their definition vigilantism by Johnston

(1996). Johnston (199¢ r activity conducted by
autonomous private Ve premeditation, uses or
threatens to use force | of institutionalized norms,
with the aim of control assurance of security to

both participants and ta

Despite the bone of cc efinition of the concept

vigilantism, some scht 2012 Schuberth, 2015;

Gyampo et al, 2017) have

many possible aﬂ@fwed on thee ‘ €S that charact
typologies of the concept Mf I purposes of understandi @aspec_g_ of the phenomenon
N N TEGHI PROCEDAMUS 1

a society or group might be experiencing at any point in time. Below is a discussion of the various

deed broad and encompass

igilantism, various

typologies of vigilantism with much emphasis on the aspect or type of vigilantism known as

10
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political vigilantism which is of great concern to the Ghanaian populace and the main focus of this

study.

2.4 TYPOLOGIES OF VIGILANTISM
As already indicated that the definitions of vigilantism are broad and encompass many possible

activities, it led to the formulation of various typologies of vigilantism by some scholars such as;
Rosenbaum & Sederberg (1974), Juliano (2012) and Schuberth (2015). These various typologies
are basically related to the intended purpose of the vigilante action or vigilante behaviour
(Rosenbaum & Sederberg, 1974). These typologies include crime control vigilantism, social group
control vigilantism, political vigilantism (regime control vigilantism) and cyber vigilantism

(Rosenbaum & Sederb

For Rosenbaum and typologies apparently

predominate; thus, cri tism and regime control
vigilantism (political v er vigilantism has also

become predominant (

It is pertinent to note tha (2012) and Rosenbaum

& Sederberg (1974) ob ty of vigilantism but are
simply better for illus nto many categories or

characterized as confor

write up is a syno@c_yber gilar |
vigilantism before zoomirﬁﬁ.poligiq@igilantism 1 (regime.
1 INTEGR| PROCEDAMUS

pologies. The subsequent
ial group control

vigilantism), which is the

ol

focus of this thesis.

11
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2.4.1 Cyber-vigilantism
This type of vigilantism is usually engaged in by an independent crime fighter, who uses the

internet and its tools such as YouTube videos, social media sites and blogs to expose or deliver
personal justice to those who violates the existing law and order (Juliano, 2012). Cyber-vigilante(s)
usually take the law into their own hands and uses the internet as a medium to ensure or restore
law and order, try to alter the regime in an event where it does not deliver to its mandate or even
provide personal justice to private individuals or government officials who violate or neglect real-
world citizens and “netizen” (an amalgamation of the words “net” and “citizen” as cited in Juliano,

2012) code of conduct (Juliano, 2012).

An example of a cyber

led; - the “dog-shit girl”
in which; a girl on a su outraged bystander
took pictures of the ine, leading to public

condemnation of the gi , 2012).

Another example is a America, specifically

New York involving th 1dy known as Ivana. She
later bought the same c one downloaded emails,
messages, pictures and r phone. Ivana and Evan
Guttman (her tech sav cnown as “Sasha” on the

internet and event rtment due to the

~— INTEGR| PROGEDAMUS
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2.4.2 Crime control vigilantism
This type of vigilantism is directed against individuals perceived or noted to be committing acts

proscribed by the state laws. Those acts usually harm people and both private and public property,
but the perpetrators escape justice due to government inefficiency, corruption, or the leniency of
the formal legal system. For Rosenbaum and Sederberg (1974), this type of vigilantism is the kind
most associated with vigilantes and often engaged by private individuals. These kind of vigilante
groups or private individuals usually aim at ensuring or restoring law and order where state formal
apparatus for enforcing law and order has not yet been effective or there is a breakdown of law
and order in society. Vigilantes under this typology are often mobilized and led by representatives

of the higher socioeco ough the followers have

tended to represent bro often receive popular or

public support for thei 2 they go the extreme of

brutalizing or killing a

Crime control vigilant ment is believed to be

ineffective in protecting al (2012) and Tankebe
(2009) there is often pt h implies that there is a
decline in public confid ime control vigilantism
groups across the WOE Squad) in Brazil, “The
Gentlemen” founded in 197 p ttack Team" vigilantes in

Spades Unlimited”

Chicago-USA, bla%ﬁ

Rican vigila
vigilantes in Washington AME@EQSPHMEW&G: ning" “Safety and Security”

or “Poison of black biting ant/arrow” in Swabhili) of northern Tanzania among others (Rosenbaum

& Sederberg, 1974: Abrahams, 1987; Fleisher, 2000; Schuberth, 2015).

13



University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh

The primary correlates for the emergence of crime control vigilante groups include;- dissatisfaction
with the government's inability to enforce the laws, the belief that the police are corrupt and the
belief that the judicial institutions or procedures are inadequate (Rosenbaum & Sederberg, 1974;
Tankebe, 2009; Haas et al, 2012; Schuberth; 2015). For Rosenbaum and Sederberg (1974), crime
control vigilantism is often associated with private persons, however, there are few instances
where, state security personnel may engage in this kind of vigilantism, for instance, by applying
coercion to criminals during or off duty in order to fulfil their duties and give trust and confidence
to the general public. For Haas et al (2012), little is known about the actual predisposing factors
that leads to popular support for those who often take the law into their own hands, how the public

view justice from outsi plication on society.

Crime control vigilant justice” to their alleged

offenders. A classic ex ork of Haas et al (2012)
in which the authors g; beck, west Germany in
1981 in which a womg to her own hands in a
courtroom. She pulled on trial in the courtroom
for allegedly abducting 5 old daughter. The man
died instantly in the ca an for engaging in this

kind of vigilantism. Even ar ) § d, the public keep sending

her flowers, suppo@‘and on for@gaged in this kind

fvigilantism. | — !
of vigilantism Sl mgﬁﬁﬁniﬁﬂﬁﬂm S
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2.4.3 Social group control vigilantism
This type of vigilantism is directed against a group(s) that are competing for or advocating for a

redistribution of values within the system. This kind of vigilantism is usually not directed towards
criminal activities within the system or society. But rather, just the application of illegal coercion
in response to those who advocate for a significant change in the distribution of values or the
existence of upwardly mobile segments of society (Rosenbaum and Sederberg, 1974). Thus, their
existence is mostly to react violently towards the formal political system which becomes
supportive of a new distribution of values. This type of vigilantism is further distinguished into
whether the identity of the target group is basically communal (i.e., having a primordial

characteristic such as r r political (Rosenbaum

& Sederberg, 1974). T ast social groups rather

than ensuring crime rooted in government

ineffectiveness per se ress or the inability of

government to protect tribal and so on) groups

through the formal proc

The primary cause for the attempt of a lower

ranked social group tc amples of social group

vigilantes include the K ) terrorize and made sure

xperiences the lower ‘Jatis”

-

: = -
in India had to go i ir attempted to®raise their ritual ty. The communal

Negroes were in the proper p

| ‘ — |
tension of 1969 in Mataysi tHﬂIT@ﬁﬁqdﬁmmﬁWEﬂ were the sub social group
including other minority groups were killed (20077estimated killing), the “anti-Ibo” attacks in

northern Nigeria in 1966, the Muslim Brothers of Egypt fighting moral decay in the name of Islam
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and Morality, the victimization of Catholic minority periodically by the dominant Protestants
mostly the “Protestant B-Specials (a branch of police force) in Northern Ireland, the attempt by a
dominant group known as “Pogrom” in West Pakistan to preserve their position from the threat of
the “Awami League” which was striving for a redistribution of political and economic values

(Rosenbaum & Sederberg, 1974).

2.4.4 Political Vigilantism
This type of vigilantism also known as “regime control vigilantism” (Rosenbaum and Sederberg,

1974) is usually directed against the government or regime, in situations, where the established
sectors find government inadequate or lack of capabilities very frustrating. Political vigilantism or

Regime control vigilant Iter the regime, to make

the "superstructure” i ture" (Rosenbaum and

Sederberg, 1974). This dividuals or groups who

are often occupants of r are allies to powerful

political officials or eli stance where organized

armed or unarmed grou J the electoral prosperity

of political parties (Am ed to refer to individuals

or groups usually yout r members of a political

party for security purpo of such groups are often

informal in nature and 