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Young Prince of A1mamaboe. 
Comprehending 

f\ diftinCt Account .of his Country and Family; his 
dder Brother's Voyage to France, ~nd Recep­
tion there; the Manner in which himfelf was 
cpnfided by his Father to the Captain who fold 
him; his Condition while a Slave in BarbadoeJ; 
,he true Caljfe of his being redeemed; his Yoy­
itge from thence; and Reception here in 
England. 

Interfpers'd throughout 
With (cycral HISTORICAL REMAR~S on the Com­

merce of the EW"opton Natio1)s, whore Subje8s fre­
quent ,~e Cpall: of Guinta. 

To which is prefixed. 
ALETTERfrom the AUTHOR to. Perfon of 

D Hl-inC\ion, in Reference to fome natural Curiofitit$ 
in Africa; as well a3 explaining the Motives whicb 
induced him to compote thefe ME Mal Its. 

·Olbll/D 1hews the Mure's urmon- Power, 
A brave, an honeft, yet a baplefs Moor. 
In Orlflnolo 1hines the Hero's Mind, 
With native Lutlre by no Art refin'd. 
Sweet Ju/'a llrikt$ w but with milder Ch~. 
At once renown'd for Virtue, Love, and Arms. 
Yet hence might rife a frill mor/: moving Talc, 
But ShaJifpurl, ANi/mil. and StJJllhtTnJ fail J 
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Tv the HONOURABLE 

**** ****** of ****** ,..In 
Effex, Efq; 

/'f II very nalural, Sir, that you Jhould be 
[urpriud at tbe Accounls wbich our NefOs­

Papeo haw given YOII, of Ibe Appeara,," of an 
African Prill" i1l England under Circumfl"n"s of 
Diftrefs alld Ill-ufage, which ,-ef/ell very highly 
upon us as a People. 'fhe deep Concern which YOIl 

fo palhetically exprefs for his Misforlunes, is [uil­
able 10 tbe Goodneft and Generojily of your Hearl; 
and as to your Apprebenjions Ihat Ihis Story will 
nol be confined within the Bounds of the BriciJh. 
Dominiolls, wherever jiluated, it is certaillly very 

jufl ; for upon reading your Leiter, I made it my 
lJujinefs 10 examine Ibe foreign Prinls al the 
Coffee-Houfes aboul the Royal-Exchange, where 
they flre taken in, and found Ihe Siory very cir­
,umflalliially rdaled from Hambargh. But if 
this, Sir, raifts your Reftnlment, Ihat all Europe 
Jhoula be inf~rmea of a Jiall Ihal aoes liS fo /ilt/e 
Honour. he pleafrd at thr falllt '.fit/It 10 rej/tll, 
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I hat thoft who read il muft al the Jame 'Tim, rfod the 
gmfYol.{bhorr,.,,, wilb ~t'hieb IbeN,u's cf Ihis Pie" 
of'Treacbe>y was reafwd here, and bow ejfeflt!-
016', as well ,11 bO'lOurably, Ihe Mifthicf has bun 
t:Jiair.ed by th h!('pojilion of the Gow""iltlli. 

If/bot "'Y Fl'in,d lold ),011, wilb reJpell to tbe 
P"il1J 'attn ~\' ;lit, 10 (CIne as luar as poJlible at 
tbe TrUlb of tbis AjfJir, was wry ",til founded, 
as til""" 'W<I! (":fr,Y Ibing e1ft 'I::hilh he laid upon 
tbal O .. Cdjioll; ,,,,apling tbe higb Commtndatiom 
Z'e ,,'ns ple"ied t., bejlow upon the jhort Aaolll1t 
tbet I ba t'e ccmr.:jwd 10 ".:frzting of Ibe lvIisjorll!nes 
of the r,ulIg A.fci'can. 'fb! plain tIIzd l1aked'Trulh 
IJ, that ,:;t bfil/g per/caly fatiified with Ihe 
Narr,lIiw i1/ Ihe N,,,,s-Papers, olld ba.,ing had 
(t!'i..:"C)'J a Curir/i/.v to /fll'-", with ItS much Exafl­
nefJ I1J ml!} bt, fbI' Circumjlanus that atttnd 
fuch lxtraordiJltlT)· E't'enJs OJ happen iu our CW1J 

Timts, I ba1.'( bali, ptrbapJ, mon diligt11t ami nice 
in my Enqeiriu inlo tbe Matter of Fall, aI,d 
whateVir ,-dolt! 10 ii, thrm maJlY People, and find­
ing my Pains rewarded /;;' Jrr,n, AC1uijilions of 
KiZowledg" whICh I Ihoughl eonjideraNe, it ap­
peared 10 n:e ""orlb,lmploying a few leifill'e Hollr!, 
in redllCing .,;}bat I bow learned inlo feme Kiltd of 
Order. thM Ib, Falls and Obfervalions mighl ]Jot 
'feap' my Memory, <rbis gaw Rife to the foll.w­
ing Mernoirs, 'i.ubicb art heartily at Jour Str'llict; 
nor am I 01 all fo!lidlOlt! about the 1-ale of IhenL 
reu ma)" if ),Olt pl'''ft, jhew thmz 10 tbe Perfolt! 
.'·ou menti01J, or 10 1!1l'y 0./ )'otlr A,"quaintonce whq 
dejire to pemfe them; ";rti )'01/ ",ay likewife a.f[ure 
them, that 10 Ib, b!jl of ,''-v Knowledge,. there ;1<. 
not as )'Ilable h:jer/fd 'fhieb I do nel JinRI)' belie"Ja_' 
to b~ I/,U&. . - - • 

I 
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i mufl ;;0/ however diffimblt, that thert ~re 

"'''"y Peopl~ ill tbe Irorld <l,bo c.ffdt to t"Mt this 
Affair in anuther Light; i'llit from thai Jl"JI:ge 
Principle of Jllcr,dulily, wbicb indu"s IL"" fa 
QI!tj/iOI1 the Ferocily of """)' Ih"'g tbal dON 1101 

fall immedialely ..,;lh;1I Ibe Ccmpajs of Ibeir «VII 

Qbforvaliov, or dots nol "elf!r ,alll' wz.tb Ibe 
Notiom the)' bo<'e formed of P"l"'s or-rbillgs, Ib(/ 
Ihe form.,. 1110)' be of no greal £.\Ifnl, awl Ib, lalt<r 
none of the ,"oft accurate. S(n,,! agm"" };a ..... '-"· :.'."~ 
Inltrtj/ iii Ibe rcp;-efolliing ")IS /lffair In an oppo­
jile Point of Vi,,", whieb yuu w;/l H')' eajilj 
co""iVt; for riler fa flagra"l n Breach ~r 'Truft, 
liS foiling a Fne-Man, nnd n Perfon of CoiljiJe­
Y.lJtiGn, 'J.:hrrtt7JLr hi. Comp:exion "'f7." be, jfJr a 
Shve,; it is 110 g<'tal WMdcr Ibal /lfcb as hat'< 
had any GonaeBion with Ibt P"j'''' (oll(erned in 
}itch a <fran/aBion, jbou!d vfe all Ibe;;' Jndufiry 
al1d Skill 10 leff'" bis Cbnra[lcr and C,"jidcratioll, 
nild endea"u"r 10 fcrew fa jlrgranl all All of [11-

jufiice, not 10 give il a barjber Name; by cirwlnt­
ipg Storie!, which if true, would be far from 
d!ftulpat.ing t hem ; and wbich , from Ihe "ijible 
Abfurditie, ,and ContradilliolU Ibty ,are lon,ud 
witb, all who bave nol as much [nl"'e;l ia be­
/in;ing, as the AUlhors of Ihtm bad fer invellling. 
conjider as groundlefs ami falft. No 1I-1a/. breath­
illg wbo be/rays and felll a .p,'ince, ultlefs j,fdi­
dally cOiwifled of ii, will ocknowledge Ipe Crime; 
eJptcial1y wbtll be has all E:«lIfe fa ready at 
Hand, as dtllying Ibal the Perf all fa IrMled is 
a Prince, tho' Ibal jbotlld be only a flJ,ibble "pon 
{be Word . , 
, <fhere is, wilbotit doubt , a greal PropmfilJ. in 
ina.")' of our PWIJ P eople, wbo have lived alld Irttded 
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in Ihoft Parts, to magnify fltcb as 'Wtre poffiffid 
of the Goverllnlent wilh whom Ihey Iraded, with 
whom Ihey had an inlimate Acquaintance, and 
from whom tbry received great Favour;~ It is 
WI)' Hely that fuch Genllemen may uft the 'fermI 
E mpfro1", King, alld Prince, -wilh vrjible Impro­
pruty "POil fome Occajions, and upon all wilh a 
Liberaltt) that ma.y not adm" of (J ftrill 7uftiji­
catIon. BUI on rbe olher Hand, fome other <J'ra· 
'VeI!,N, and Iboft 100 commonly of the meaneft 
SJft, tl~kt mt unaccountablt and a vtr) U1lwarrdnt­
able L ibeny of treating fuch Negro Go~'erl1orj 
with a ludicrotls Contempt. For b), Ibis MMI1J 
tbey lofe Ibem(eh,tJ, and teach the Seamen with 
whom Ibey (o,iverfe, 10 forget not o"Iy all Decency 
and Refpefl, but (M bad Morals olten accompany 
ill "!anners) all Di(linEfioll of R.gbt and Wrong; 
which /tads tbem iu/o P7dllices equally baft in 
their Nat"", and dejlrullive ill tbeir Conft'{lltnces; 
fo that while, from a Vauily and Infoltll" (wbich 
are Ihe ufual Ejfells of Ignorance) Ihey loolc down 
upon tbe poor black People as injimlely belleath 
thcln, Ibey really degrade IbemftlvlJ, IIl1d whicb 
is milch worft, draw (J SCalldal upon their Cou ... 
l1J'mt11 by tbeir barbarolts, iniquitolll, and pro­
jligale Behaviour, 

One may be eajily extricated OUf of any Diffi­
culty thai arifts as to tbe juft Chim of Ihe Young 
African "OW iii England 10 a 'fitle of Dijli11llion, 
110t<J<ilhftandil1g nil Ibe Sopbil11/s of thoft, who 
tither from Prejudice or Interejl pre/tlld to difptt,te 
it. Things are in all COII"lries Ihe fame, bow­
ever tbe Names by wbich they are called may dif­
fer. As for Inftance, Rice brought from Guinea 
,e11ft/ins Rice whe/l it is broligbl lure; lbo' the 
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Negroe. know nothing of thai Word, .nd WI 
Know as liltle of Ibms for thai Kind of Corn. 
A Prrfoll who has tbe fupreme Autbon,y in any 
Dijiritl, let it be of a larger or "ffir Ex len I, it, 
in tlie common Acaplalion of Spmb, a Prince; 
and if from bis I"jluen" cur 'irade may be eilh" 
advanad or hindered, he dlftrvn a proporliollnble 
Refpetl from II.!, tho' he would be certainly tIl/itld 
to flritl ]v.flia, whether he had Ihal I"jluw" or 
1101. It is no Malter tberefore what /)is Title 
be in Africa, or whallhe Nature of that GO'Venr­
mml whicb be adminijitrs; for if he be at the 
Head of ii, and in cOllf_qft"'ce of his being al Ihe 
IHead of it, can a.jJifl, or injure tiS in our Trade, 
be is flritlly fpeaking a Prince; and his Children 
may be fa fliled by COlfrlefey wilboul any Solcdfm, 
if at any 'TinJf b"'etofore we have treated P"follS 
of tbe like Rank with bis Sons, or e<"en if 'we 
bad ITta/rd olb" SOilS of bis evtr fo rudlly or 
indifferent!)" tbis is notbiilg 10 the Pttrpoft ; fe;' 
we 1J(ver could bave Ireated Ihtm fo if they had 
not bun in our Power; and our hm.:ing «fed it 
ill eilher thm or now, does "at rifieC/ upon him 
or them, bUI "pan us ; and tbis Afp"rjion could 
only be <oiped off by tbe C."dutl that has bun 
lately pur/lied, whicb is jufl in itftlf, and thm­
Jore bonourable 10 us as a Nation. 

I comt now fo tbe olber Paris uf yotlr Ltller, 
in wbich ollr Friend reporled w7)al [ faid very 
truly. 'The Pel'llfal of Iheft Memoirs i'ntroductd 
a Di[colt';ft of tbe Curiojilies of Africa, wbICh.led 
bim to .,;quire wbat I thought of tbe Petrified 
City mentioned by fa many different Alltbors of 
diffirtnt Countries; and aJ I remember he hinted, 
I~af it was .flrallge tbat being difcover<d Jo long 
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~o ,t Jhonld (ome fo lately to our Kno<Illttlge. 
UpOll wbich [ told him wbat be reporttd to ),ot!, tbat 
r.be Fatl was olhtrwift, and tbat we toere not 
OJIly acquainted wilh it very early, bul tbat Ihe 
petrified Body of a Man was fllltlOfly ftnt over 
hither, and pnftnud to Secretar)' ThurJoe. 'This 
Fall, Sir, is v.ry true; and [ lball readily gIVe 

)011 tbe other Particulars wblCb .1"OU are 10 tkjirous 
to learn. .Wbat [ am to tell ),011, jlmlds "pan tbe 
Credit of Con)"1 Baker, wbo rejided long in Africa, 
was a Man of greal Illtegrit)" aila" <ohoje'Tej1illloil)" 
in re/pell to FaCls witbin. his OW" Kltowledg., 
t'ight be wry faf"~ rdied on, as )'01< may be in­
formed 0' ftveral Poions wbo were we/l acquaint­
ed witb him. Bllt to tbt Paint. 

About the Year 1655, the jamous Admiral 
Blake was ftnt into tbe Mediterr.ne.n 10 require 
SalisfaCtion frolll Ihe pyratical StatlS of Barbary, 
for tbe Deprtd.alions thai during our inlejline Dif 
turbances tbey had committed IIp01l Engliih Subjefls; 
this CommiJlion he execuled, as be did every oth,,: 
witb which he <va; intrufled, wilh all Ibe Honour 
and Suceels iillaginable. /Ph", be came bifore 
Tripoiy be had all the Engufh Slaws delivered to 
bi", wit bout Ranfom; and ill the /bart Ne,gotialioll 
nitti/ding tbis B'!fimfs he heard of Ibe Diftowry 
of tbis petrified City, which lies at tbe Dijlallcc 
0/ forly Do)'S JoltYIlCY fro", Tripoly, an4 was 
;bm frcJh. As be was a Ge'1I1cillan tlnd a Scbo­
lar, his Curi'!fity prompted hi.. 10 make " jlrifl 
Enquiry inlo tbat Affair; tlnd tbal he migbt be 
tborougbly /atisjicd, be in.ftj1ed tba/ a petrified Bo. 
dy Jhould be ftllt him, whicb was promijed by tbe 
R,e,gency. But as tbe bringi,,!; it to Tripoly took 
III jOllle ']"ime, be /ail~4 bifore il IIYrh'ed. Howo 
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ever IUch was tbe Re/ptll bornt to Ibat gYMI Man, 
or ratbe'l"cb was tbe 'FerroI' 01 his Name, Ihat 
this petrified Body was procured alld tranlporttd 10 
Leghorn, from whe/fct il was 1"'1 10 England, 
con/igned to Secretary Thurloe, inlo whoft PofJtfli­
Oil it (flme; hut bow il was difpo(ed of after­
wards, tho' my Enquirits have not been wtlnling, 
I 1I(<f)er ytl could be informed. III regard 10 theft 
Falls I a'il Iboroughly lalisfied Ibey are Irue. 

'Ibe olher Point be ",enlioned 10 you, of my ob­
ftrving Ihal in tbe Rdglt of Kiilg Charles II. 
an Englifh GWIlelilall 'Wbo was flill 10 lb. River 
of Gambia, badng oPtailled Ihe C{)I>fidence of Ihe 
Negroes by bis Killdmfi and good UjOge, was by 
Ibem dirtned 10 a Gold Mille, whilher he wenl ilt 
"finall VeJJtl, and wilb very few Halfds ; and yel 
acquired tbere in a /hart Space of 'Iime, lbo' he 
",ode this Voyage in tbe moft improper Sealon of 
tbe Year, an immenft 'Ireal«re, wbicb he broughl 
fafely to E ngland, is ftrilily true in e~'(ry Pm'li­
eu/ar. This R elalion came origilt",ly frtm )'OU;­

lale worlby Neighbour the "armd Dr. Derham 
of Upminfter. But as the diftufli"g of Ihis Mat­
ter would lake up more 'Iime than I bave 01 pre­
fint to fpare, J will reftrve i I for lome olber Oc­
caftan, wh", I h1lve grealer u ilure. Tn tbe mean 
'Iime give me leave lola),. Ihal il is f rom an hl!­
Inane 011d generolls 'Treatment of Negroes, aTld indeed 
of afl barbarous N ations in general, Ihot 'l'Je muft 
e>:pell filCb Diftoveries, as well as reap greater Ad­
'P.,antages in 'Irade, Ihon olher Nations. Fer whal­
hltr Jome Men may Ihink, human N fll ure is tbe 
lowe in all Countries, and tinder all Complexions; 
aild 10 fancy Ibat fi'perior Power or [up"ior 
Xno!lH!rdge gives one Race of People a'Iille to 

<1ft 
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~ft another Rnu who are wMlur or more igllorant 
with Haughtine!, or COlltempl, is 10 abuft Power 
and Scimce, and in /pile of both 10 foew o"rftlves 
worft Men tban thole wbo bave lleitber. 

After givhlg you theft Lights witb yefpetl to Ibe 
Subjetls that ftlm to flrike you fo much, I foould 
take it as a Favour if ill Rtturn you would re­
member the Requefl I fonnerly made yolt '" Rife­
rma to a Difcourfc Upon Sir Walter Raleigh's 
Gold", Difcoveries ill South America, of wbicb if 
)'ou {(In prcCllre me a Sight, it will much over­
balance the link 'Iroubl. 1 have take;, for )'OUI' 

Ente~tainment, and will rffdiually bind me t. 
communicate any thing tbal foall bereafter fall in 
my [Fay, alld which you liIay eft"'" worthy of 
your Notia. If tbat Paper comes to your Hand 
~efort ),ou think of returning to London, if you 
Iranfin" it to the fame Pet/on who dllivered )'otJl' 
lafl, he wi!1 convey it very fafely to me, whether 
lfoould be m 'Town or ClJUntry. I ha'O'e nothing 
farther to add, put tbal, .xc. 

M~M01RS 
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MEMOIRS 
OFT H E 

Young Prince of Annamabo(. 

HE great Country of GMima, in 
the Senfe of our mercamile and 
feafaring People, is that Part of 
Afri(a which from Cape d, Verd, 
or the G"un Cape, in the North 
Latirude ot '4' 30' extends co 

rhe Scurh and Earl: as far as the Coarl: of Angola, 
or to ,oe River Congo, in the Latitude of 6' 0' 

Somh. The common Phrafe of the Co~fl of 
Guinta is very renfible, and very figoificant; for 
we «ally have little or no Knowledge of any t.hing 
but the Co.ft of this COUntry: For, except here 
and [here, no body has proceeded above fifty 
M iks within [he Continent; and heqce it arifes, 
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that the ir.terior Pam of Ajr;c" are, to all Intents 
and Purpofc" the kall: known of any in the 
WorLi, with the Situation of which we are with 
Certainty acquainted. This fhews the Ad,'antage 
of Navigation beyond Travelling for Difcovery, 
flnce fr.)m the Lights derived to us from Ami­
guity, it "Fpelrs, lhat thefe Countries were as 
little known to the Ancients as to us, tho' they 
knew ellullgh of one Part of the Coaft of Afric" 
to have pent[rlted into them, had it been practi­
cable bv Land . 

Gl't;"E,' then, or the CM)t of Gtlil/ta, taken 
in the general Senfe before mentioned, and which, 
allowing for the Irregularity in the winding of the 
Sh"T's, comprehends an Extent of four thoufand 
EngliJh Miles; and is divided into North Guinta, 
which comprehends the Coall: from Cape Vel'd to 

Sierra Liona, and Guinta properly (0 called; 
,vhich begins with Ma!l1gut/ta, Or the Grain CMft ; 
then follows the Ivory or 'J'oolb Coaft, next the 
~a9.u", tben the Gold Coal}, beyond which lies 
the Sla .... c."ll:; and the remaining Part is gene­
rally called the Kingdom of Emin. 

The Situation of Guill'" near the Equator ren­
ders the Air (corching hor, which, with the fre­

.quem hea.vy Rains they have, makes it very un­
wholefome, efpecially to Foreigners. The Earth 
,is water'd, belides the Rains, by feverai little Ri­
vets which fertili ze it, fo th,t in fa me Parts of it 
they have properly two Summers and tWO Win-
1<rs, the latter not very fevere, as conli!l:ing only 
of continual Rains, which occafions the llnhealthi­
nef. above mentioned, but fa tten the G round, and 
",~ke it fit to produce, as ie does, gr<:at Quanti­
ties of Rice, Gtli/IM Pepper, htdian Wheat, and 
fome Sugar Canes, Cotton, Millet, and !Dany 
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( II ) 

forts of Grain and Fruits, peculiar to that (oun· 
try. It has alfo Gold Mines, Elephants, Cattle' 
L eopards, Tygers, wild Boars, Goats, Sheep' 
Hogs, Monkeys, Apes, very nimble and Iporc· 
fal, and a Breed of Poultry very fmall. The St. 
abounds in divers kinds of F,rh, of which a large 
Account may be found in the many Delcrip,ions 
that have been given of [hefe Countries. 

It is Out of all doub[, that the Portugu,/< were 
the lirl1: Difcoverers of thefe Coalb, notwithltand· 
ing the PretenflOns of the French, who, if th~lr 
own Words may be taken for it, are the Difco· 
ver~rs of every thing. Hut what is commonly 
faid of our knowing little or nothing of thele 
Parts till the Reign of Edward VI. is very far 
from being true. A very authentick Portdg"'!' 
Hil1:orian informs us, that John the Second K ing 
of Portugal fent a folem n EmbafTy to KIng Ed· 
ward IV. AIUIO Dom. 1481, to denre lhat he 
would hinder John 'Iintatll and William Fabiall, 
who were preparing~hips to go to the Coaft of 
Guinea, in the Service of the Duke of Medina Si. 
donia, and they were accordingly prohibited. 
. N otwithftanding which, however, they found 
Means to accomplifh their Defign, and ac1uaily 
dougled Cape Verd on the 5th of lvLlrcb L;.R2, and 
made fo profitable a Voyage, that tho' they divided 
their Gains with the Duke of J,f<dina tbeir Patron, 
yet they put one hundred {houf.nd Pounds a 
piece in their Pockets; and in th:! Year ! +8 5, by 
Pint of Money, which had alwoys a vcry great 
Power, they procured a Liberty to tr.lde from 
f ortugal, lDd ma.de their Peace 1Il li,JJgltlitd. Sir 
Peler Fabiai/ , the Nephew of Wi/lJaiJI Flbiall, 
~ontin4ed this Commerce with incr:dibi!: Pi ofir ~ 
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and from that lEra, tho' not always from Eng­
land, EngliJh Subjech were confiderable Adven­
turers, till luch Time as Q!!een Elizabeth granted 
a Patent to 'I'homos Grtgor)' of 'I'armton in Somer­
fetfhir., and IVil/iOin Pcp., lor carrying on a Trade 
(0 North Guinta, for a certain Number of Years, 
after which our Traffick thither increafed, and fell 
from Time to Time under new Regulations, 

In the Reign of King Charles 1. before the Ci-
11il War broke out, the Trade to this Countr)', 
which had ruined many private Adventurers for 
want of a Sttength to proteD. it, and a Stock fllffi­
eient to carry it on, was put into better Order by 
a few wealthy and wife Cicizo:"ns, who w(Ore (on­
c~rned in far'mlflg the King's Cu(torl\s; and the 
CaO:le of Corm amy II was buil t at the 10le Charge 
pf one of them, which was the firO: and principal 
Fortrefs of our Nation, tiIl it was taken in the 
Year 1665 by the Dutcb. Before the Year 1640 it 
was computed, that thofe interefted in the Guinea 
,Trade divided upw~rds of fiJI] thoufand Pounds 
a Year; and yet they fuffered fome Lofs and Dif­
(urbance from private Traders. The Number of 
(hofe increafed prodigiouOy dUling d'e Troubles, 
Jlotwithftanding alI the ProteD.101l that could be 
procured for thofe who maintaliled the G.rrifons, 
from the feveral !luD.u.ting Powers thac during 
this Time became uppermoO:. The Shrve Trade 
more erpeciaIly grew higher and higher by Degrees, 
in Propo rtion as oue Colonies, and in particular 
fhat of rhe IIland of Borbodo(J, came to be in a 
flourifhing Condition. So that, b,fQre the R erro­
Trtion, 'the purchaGng Negroes in Gui;u,o, and 
franfportinQ; them ro the IVeft-Indus, was beCome 
~ fet!ltd and confld::rablc Branch of Commerce, hy 
f"hich feme who were interefted in it ~arly made ...... .... .. .. . ~8~: 
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conGderable Fortunes, notwiththnding the man v 
Inconveniencies to which they were ftill expo(ed 
for the want of a propel' Regulation, as well as 
the Encroachment of Foreigners, and of the DUlch 
more efpecially, who were indefatigable in cheir 
Labours co monopolize that, as they had done 
olher Trades, to {hemfelves. 

On the King'. Recurn an Application was made 
for purring this Commerce into a !lew and more 
beneficial Mechod, for the Sake, as was then fug­
gefted, of the Englijh Sugar Colonies, which were 
in their moil: profperous Condition, and for the 
better fupplying them with Negro", on which 
[heir Plantations did at that Time, and ftlll do 
depend, Accordingly his Maje!l:y King Charles 11. 
in [he fourt«nch Year of his Reign, incorporated 
a Number of rich and active Merchants, tinder the 
Title of Royal Adventurer; for eflablijhing and 
carrying 011 a '[rade 10 AFRICA, But [he Affairs 
of chat Company being extremely prejudiced be­
fore, and in the Time of the fir!l: Dutch War, 
notwithftanding that [he Eilglijh defended their 
Forts and Settlements with great Courage and Con­
francy, and gain1d fam e Advan~ages over [heir 
Enemie~, it was found neceJTary to grant: a new 
Charter in 1672, with greater Powers and mOre 
~xtenli.vc Privileges. It was this that gave Birth 
to the R oyal Africa" Company of ENGLAND , which 
upon this. ECtablifhment (oon vindicated the Rights 
pf the N~tion, and carried on a moil: gloriolls 
aod profitable Trade, coining thirty, forty, and 
fomerimes fifty thouland Pie.;:es of Gold ac a Tllne, 
w hich from [hence received the Name of Guiiltas) 
and were diftinguifhed by che Elephanl under the 
Royal Head, oue of the Mecal chey brought froln 
thi=nce. Belidcs they e:'port~d vall: quantities of 
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our native Commodities and ManufaClures, as 
well as abundance of Er.ft II/dian and other Fo­
reign Goods, and were in thofe Days conlidered 
as meriting, i:1 a very high Degree, [he F .lVQur of 
the Crown, by the Services they rendtred their 
Country. 

AmongO: other Settlements which this Com­
pany thought fit to make for fecuring and extend­
ing their Commerce, they had one at Annamabof, 
in the Fanli" Country, upon the GaM CO.1ft. 1 his 
was at firO: no more than a HOllfe wich the Eng­
/tjh Company's FlJg flYlOg, to (hew to whom it 
belonged; but aftcrwar,is, with Confent of the 
Natives, who received an al1n\111 Rent for the 
Ground upon which it fiood, they built, i~ 1679~ 
a very neat, beautiful, and thong Fort, wi,h 
Stone, BflCk, and Lime. This Fort was feated 
upon a Rock about 30 P~ces from the Strand, hav­
ing 12 Brafs Guns and 2 Patereroes mounted; and 
the Ell:ablifhment in thofe Times was a chief 
Factor, 12 'Whites, and f 8 Gromtlto Negron. 
The Beach, under the immediate Command of 
the Guns, was partir inclofed with a MUQ Wall 
pf eight Foot higb, lV!Chin which were HOllfes for 
the Company's Blacks; as in the Fort itfelf, the 
Lodgin&s were very neat and convenienr, and the 
Warehoufes large and commodious; in fhort, it 
was looked UpOI) ~s thl! bell: and ll:rongell: Place 
~pon that COlft; and while the Comp~ny was in 
jtS Profperity, was reglrded 'IS o~e of ItS moll: im, 
porrant Poll:s, as ,veil in the P-oint of Trade as of 
Situation. But by flow Degrees, like the reft of 
[he Fortreffes in the Hallds Qftl1at unJortunateCom­
p.ny, it rell to Decay, loft firO: its Beauty, thtn 
ifs Conveniency, and laftly, its Strength: fo that, 
~t this Time, it beitlg of IlQ farther Ufe. or.rather 
. _. - ~ 
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ItS Owners having loft the C"paClty of (upportlng 
it, th is Caftle has been !lIghted. The W alls lnd 
Ruins of ir, howtvn, fbi! rem:un, the Ground 
R ent is faid to be pun·:1mlly pJiJ, fa that the 
Rights of the C.)mp.11l1' are ltill preferved ; and it 
Ibe Ibou!d evo< Iitt lip her Head ag"in, and re­
cover :l.Oy thing like her formn Yigour, there is 
nothing to hinds the Fortr.f, of AiliJomaboe from 
refuming once mort:' its anlient Strength and Spltl1-
dour. But whether that Time be, as fa me think, 
and many wifh , :l.t H~nc1, or at a Difbnce, the 
\Vifdom of the Leglilature Will determine. 

The FaJ//in Country is as happily fituated as 
any upon the Gold Coajl, lying pretty near the 
Heart of it. The Extent of this Country, how­
ever, is far from being great, mlking in the 
Whole little more than a Square of fifteen Leagues I 
the Town of Fan/in, from whence it receives its 
Kame, being about that Difiance from the SeJ, 
and the length of the Coalt from E.1t to ' Velt 
not mo!"e. There afe in it five or fix large T ov;'n:,:, 
of which that of Annmnaboe is by much the molt 
confiderable. This DiltriCt is very fruitful, more 
efpecially in Corn, of which there is great Plenty, 
and in which the Inhabitants d rive a great Tr>de. 
They are not deltitute of Catlie; but what tbey 
have are not much elteemed , more efpecially in 
Comparifon with thofe of lf7hydow, which are 
fuller of Juices and better ralted. The Sea .f­
forq. them a great Variety of Filb, and raking 
aillhings together, this may with great J ultice 
be Iti!ed a very fertile and pleafant COUQtry. In­
deed no great Commendations can be ~ltowecl 
upon the Air, which however is wholefonlerthan 
at Wb)'tJew, or ' molt of tb~ Places on ' the Slave 
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Coil/I, becaul" [he Cvuntry is h'gher, and is not 
fa much incommoded "ith Mara,cs. 

A5 fur the 1'<ople of Fanlin, they (arm a free 
Rrpub/zck, the ch,ef Magifuate in which i; the 
Brcffo of _1m/amahot. This Title, in the Lan­
g"'&c of the Country, Ggnifies L ead,,. or Chitf, 
Jnd he i5 allifted by the Cab.aires, Sages or old 
Men of the Town. It is ;.Jniverlally agreed by 
;tll the \Y riters who have mentioned this Place, 
t hat the !'i umber of fighting Men therein, is at 
Jeaft equal' to that of [he adjacent KIngdom of 
Sabot; and yet It is allowed, that the Inhabitants 
of .d;l1Iamab.~ are not abo"e one fifth of the Fall­
t:m~m N.uion. which has ofeel1, 1n Time of \Var, 
brought an Army of t\venty-fi-re thou!'1nd Men 
into the Field; and it i5 a!ferted, that the prefent 
Chitf of "illnamabot, Father to the young AfricalZ 
now here, has been at the Head of a greater Num­
ber. T he Liberty which cheJe People enjoy 'makes 
them both powerful and rich; 10 that ,he Eng­
liJh, the Dutch, and the Frt"cb, neither have, 
nor pretend (0 have any coercive Power over 
them, nor ever had, tho' (he Town of AmJamabot 
lay immediately under the Guns of the E71gltjb 
Fort. On the contrary, there h:lve been Inftances, at 
the Time the Affairs of the Englijh Company were 
10 a good Situation , thac the Inhabitants of AlIJ1oma­
bot, when they thought themfelves ill "fed by the 
Chief of the Englijh Fore, have obliged him to 
tranfport himfelf to Cape boaft C~ftle. tram whence 
a Succe!for was fent more to the,r Mil1d, or they 
would not have received him. 

The Source of this Power of theirs was in the ' 
firft Place their Capacity of keeping the Fort 
continually blocked up. and cutting oW Supplies 
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of ProviJions, by whit h thofe In the Place muft 
have been quickly ftarved. Thq'were nlJo able 
upon fuch a Rupture, to have feized all the Palfes 
1T0m the inland Countrie.., particularly from 
Acanez, whence great Numbers of Traders are 
conftandy coming down, who bring not only 
much Gold, but a great many Slaves; and lajli;'. 
they could in fueh a €afe transfer their own Trade, 
which was very confiderable, either to the Dutcb, 
or to the Englijh IIIttrlopers, which was a Thing 
equally fatal to the Company's Intereft; and 
therefore notwithftanding their Fort, they were at 
all Times obliged to live upon good Terms with 
the Inhabitants and Braffo of Annamaboe, as their 
Bufinefs in that Country was Commerce not Do­
minion. 

We may from hence difcern the Advantage of 
a free GO'lJe,'nment in any Country or Climate upon 
E<trth; for it is certain that the Fantinian" ever 
fince we have known any thing' of them, have 
been altogether independent, and have found it no 
difficult Matter to defend themfelves againft all th~ 
Monarchs in therr Neighbourhood, that i" againlt 
all the Negro Nations fubjeCl: to one abfolute Chief, 
whether Hereditary or EleCtive, Nay, the very 
belt Writers of thefe Affairs admit, that if the 
Chip.fs of the feveral Fantini.1I Villages were tho­
roughly united, they might eafily fubdue many 
of their NeighboUrs, But from the very Nature 
of their Government there is no great Rearon to 
expeCl: this; for tho' common Danger readily en­
gages them to arm for their mutual Defence; yet 
the Sufpicion thefe Chiefs have of each otber, and 
their Apprehenfions that whoever was entrufted 
with the Command of an Army abroad, might 
make lllC of it to the Prejudice of his Coun-
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trymen's Liberties at Hon", keeps therr. from 
forming any fuch Projects. Belides their long 
Intercourfe with the Europeans, the vaft: Advan­
tages derived to them from Trade, and the diffe­
rent Spirit which the Nature of their Government 
excites, keeps up fueh an Equality amongll: thertl, 
as renders any Attempt to change that Conftit\,­
tion, from whence thefe Advantages arife, abfo­
lutely impracticable. 

The Dutch W ti ters generally befrow vety hard 
Names on thefe People; they fay, they are the 
haughtielt, prollddt, and moft: infolent Negroes 
on the Gold Coaft, which in plain E1Igiijh, means 
no more than that they are the Wealthidt and the 
Freeft, upon whom all their Arts could never pre­
vail. and with whom whenever they had Occation 
to deal, they were obliged to act more upon the 
Square, than they were ever inclined to; and this 
notwithftanJing AmjlerMm Fort at Corman/in, 
built where the F ortrefs formerly frood, which 
was the lirlt we (as is before obJerved) ever erected 
for protecting our ·Commerce in Gztinea. 

,Vhat/'ver temporary Alterations may happen, 
with refpect to this or that European Nation, yet 
the Trade to Guinea in general is always incre.ling, 
infomuch that at prefent thofe who underft:and it 
beft:, are inclined to think, that there is not lets 
than eightythollf,n<l.Slaves exported annually trom 
thence, and of theft tome judg~d that .bout a fixtb. 
Part are purchafed at AnIJamaboe, to which Place, 
as has been taid, thoy are brought, a. to a prin­
cipal Market, by the inland Traders. For the 
KiQgs of the interior Countries in Ajric4, are con­
tinually. at War with each other, and the Prifoners 
taken in Flight, or lilrprized in fudden Excurfions. JI 
are fold by both. Parries. Such a!fo as are cpn- I 
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demned for great O ffences, are this Way difpof<d 
of, and in many Places ,'hen People become in­
folvent, they are pubhckly e"Poled to Sale for the 
Ufe of their Creditors. 

There is no great \V onder therefore, that there 
lhould be a eonltant and regular Supply of thefe 
mifc rable People, becaufe the Sources of their 
Mifery, which aro no other than the VICes of their 
Governors and themrelve~ are pc.:rnuncnt, It 
may indeed 3ppear 1urprizlog, that fud1 prodi­
gious Drains have not long ago entirely dilpeoplt'd 
even the wiJe Regions of A/rica; but [his will 
ceafe to be a Wonder. when the Populou(nefs of 
this Country is confidered in Places where the 
People are not expofed to the d""diul Scourges 
of War and Famine, and are fo happy as to en­
joy a moderate Share of Liberty. It is f,id, the 
FaJJliit Country is not above tWO htmdred l\1ilcs 
fquare, and th.lt the Number of the P~ople, tak­
ing in all Ages and S::xes, does not till fhurt of, 
but rather exceeds fix hundred thouf"nJ Souls; anJ 
from thence we may form fom e Idea of the many 
Millions that there mu(l: be in this huge Continent. 

In a Country like Guinea, where every Body 
comes for what they can get, where the Europeans 
have traded for no Iefs than four Centuries, ,mel 
where for a hundrerl and lifty Years palr feveral 
Nations have been bidding one againft another; 
and in fame Nations, Individuals in the famq 
Market, th,at is in Effect the Nation again(l: them­
[elves; one need not wonq~r that cite Negroes, 
dull as they are (nor are t,hey near fa dull' as they 
~re reprefented) have been fufficiently taught to 
avail themfelves of their own Power, and of the' 
follies and Vices , of the EUI"opeoll', The Por­
t'".l"'ft, when they were lirft plagued here wi"l~ 
, D 2 t1\~ 
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the Dutch, taught the Negrou to debafe their 
Gold, and furnilh ed them with Tools a~d Mate­
rials for that Purpofe. The Dutch practifed the 
fame thing in their Turn againlt the French, and 
encouraged the hudable Prattice of Panyarring, 
that is, Man·ltealing. It IS allowed, that undt'r 
fa good Malters the N.groe-Traders have improv­
ed valtly. fa that the Krakra 'Jold is fometimes 
not WQrth above twentyShliling< an Ounce; and 
it i. re~orcied that a Frencb CaptalO, the fir/1: Time . 
he vlfirea the Gold Coalt. had a very large O!!an­
tity of Copper Filings Impaled. upon him for the 
Dull: of that preci~us 1v1et.1. -. 

An EiJglljh Officer of great Experience and 
Integrity, ha ving once expoltulated with a fenu­
ble Negro a pon the Intquity of thefe Prattiees, 
and their Endeavours to raife continually their 
Prices upm fueh as came fa far, and with fa much 
Danger, to furnifh them with the Conveniencies 
of Life ; the latter very pertinently anfwered, 
" That it was true they fet but a fm all Value on 
" their Gold before the EuropeanJ came among 

them; but obferving their Eagernefs and Avi-
" dity for it, they took it to be their Fettifh or 

Deily, and that to be filre their owo-Countries 
muil: be very poor and thin, otherwife they 
would not leave them and rUn [0 manyHazards to 
pick up a little Duft, and a few black'Men, for 

U whom they exprelfed fa much Scorn and Con-
tempt." This plainly fhews, that good Senfe 

is the Companion of all Complexions, and that 
the Brain in black Heads was made for the fame 
Purpofe as in white, whatever fome People may 
imagine. 

There is another, and indeed a more innocent 
Method, by which the ElIYopeanJ endeavoureo at­

t"~h 
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tach fuch Negroes as have a Power of ftrving 
them, by whatever Titles they are dirtingulfhed ; for 
in that too, when it ferv~, their Purpof~, they 
are as laviili as the prouddt SOli of J" can defire, 
and this Method is beftowing upon them their own 
Country Names . The Por/ltgtltle calls the Ne­
groe Chief, who is his Friend, Don Pedro, or Don 
An/ouio; the Englijh gi"e him the familiar Name 
of Jack or 'fem; and the }rei1cb fhew th.ir good 
Breeding by more founding AppellatIOns. All 
mean the fame Thing at bettum, which IS to fix 
the lV'groe new named abfolutely in their pam­
clilar Intereft. 

Mr. A/kinJ, who waS Surgeon to Sir Chat"n", 
Ogle, and pubhfhed an Account of his \' o)'lge to 
Guinea, obrerv~s, that one 1 0hn CO!!1l)" who was 
Cabo"iro at Cap. 'Ires PUllins, exaCted a Duty 
of an Ounce of Gold from every Ship that came to 
water there, and fent a poor bare-legged Black, 
armed with a gold headed Cane, with the Name 
Jobn COIIIlY infcribed upon ir, to levy it. The 
Englijh Officer, who went an,ore wirh the Men, 
treated this D emand with the utmoft Contempt, 
and inftead of complying with it, bdtowed upon 
Jobn's MeJfenger a handfome Volley of Sea Com­
pliments, interlperfed with hard Names and Exe­
crations. Upon whieh Jobn feized all the 'lV ater 
Carks, and made ten or twelve Men Pri/oners, by 
the help of a {hong Detachment of his fwartny. 
coloured Subjetl:s. The Officer having now' 
learnt more Civility, applied himfelf with good 
Manners to Jobn Conny, and began very learuedly 
to inform llim of the Difuntl:ion between a Mer­
chantman, and a Mao of War, and that the lat:er 
being a King's Ship, paid no DIXie,; but Jobn • 
. ~1P1110ved by his Sea Eloquence, and provoked 'at 
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the form~r Infolence, broke his Head, adding at 
the fame time with an Oath, Me Killg here, and 
fo a Treaty wa. commenced; and after fatisfaCtion 
for the Affront, as well as for the liberty of lVater­
i Ig, the Calks were replevied, and earned on board 

• lilli, to rhe mutual fatisfaCtion of both Parties. 
This Jobn Conny was, in the Year 17 I 9, in 

polfellon of the Bra',denburg Fort, at the Place 
beforementioned, where he lived; bllt the Dutch 
thought the Habitation too good for him, and 
~herefore fent three Frigates and a Bomb Velfel to 
demand it, pretending that the Bralldmburghers 
had fold it to them. Joh" received this Mef­
f_ge with refpeCt, but flid, "They ought to 
., have fent him the Deed of S.le, but that 

however the Brandenburgbel's could fell no 
" more than they had, and that if they had fold 

the Brick and the Lime, they might take 
them away; that for the Ground the Braluim­
burghers paid him Rent for it, and Jince they 
had quitted it he was not difpofed to let it to 

" any more white Men, but would live on it 
" himfelf." The Republicans treated him upon 
this as if they confidered him as a Monarch, that 
is to fay, they had recourfe to the laft ReaJon of 
Kings, cannonaded and bombarded fiercdy for 
fome Hours, and then fent an Officer and forty 
Men to take polf.mon of the Fort, which they 
fancied by this time J obn had abandoned. He 
had fo, but it was to poO: himfdf ,nd his SllbjeCt~ 
behind fome Bufhes that lay upon the Road, and 
he had a fmaller Ambufcade a little farther, whQ 
fhewing themfelves as the Dutch approlched, they 
very imprudently threw away their Fire; upon 
which 'John attacktd, furrounded, and cur them 
all to pieces, paved" the Entrance to his Hour" J 
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with their Sculls, and remained fix Years after in 
peaceable poITdEon of the Fort which his old Te­
nants the Brandellbtlrgbtrs had relinquifhed. 

Amongft other Places that have of late Years 
mended their Condition, we may reckon the Town 
of Annamaboe, which commands all that Coall:, 
and is the Center of Trade for the Fantin Coun­
try. The Braffo, Head Caboceiro, or N lgroe 
Chief, values himfelf upon his EI1glijh Name, 
which is Jobn Corrente; he has enjoyed that Poll: 
long, is a Man, who to very good natural Parts 
having joined much Experience, is regarded even 
by the Europeans, as a very fenJible l'erfon ; and 
as he directs all Things in a Place that is abfo­
lutely independent, and in Right of that direCts 
the Commerce of the whole Coafl:, he has been 
all along courted, and ca[eITed by fuch as have 
found it their lnterell: [Q de>l with him. 

He is a very confiderableTrader himfeff in Gold, 
Slaves, and whatever elfe the Country affords, 
and lived always upon very good Terms 'l'i,h the 
Servants of the African Company, who have on 
their Side taken case to pay him his Rent very 
exaCtly for the Fort, and that too fince they found 
it no longer in their Power to kelp it. For it is 
to be obfetved, that though they flighted that 
Fort, yet they have always had a great Attention 
to the Trade of A,mamaboe, and have laboured as 
much as in them lay to preferve it; in order to 
which it was neceITary to maineain and to depend 
upon the Friendfhip and good Faith of this potent 
Negroe, which is now the only Security they have 
fQr it. This fuJliciently fhews the Nature of his 
Office, and the Extent of his Power; and yec 
tbere are fome other lnftances which may here be 
v~ry properly mentioned, as plainly proving the 
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NeceIl'ity of their living well with him, and even 
at hlvlOg fame degree of Complaifance for a Per­
(on of his Character, whether we bell:oVl upon it 
a Negro, or an Eng!ifh Title, that is, whether we 
call him Caboceiro, Prince, or plain ]oblt Cor-
1·(lI/e. 

Now it mull: be ob(uved. that the Frwcb, who 
are very well e!hbhlhed at If'h)·daw, have been for 
many Years deflrous of having a Share in the 
Trade of Annnllll1bct, and for that Purpofe took 
extraordinary PaInS to gain the good-will of the 
Caboair John, as knowing no [,etter, indeed 
no othor Way to procure it. Neither will it ap­
pear at all ll:range or unbecoming 10 him. that he 
accepted ,.f thefe Addreifes, or entered into a Cor­
refpondence With them; for the FlU1tilIianJ, as be­
fore obferved, were never under any kind of fub­
jeftion to the Company, even in its moll: profpe­
rous Condition, but held them(e!ves at full liberty 
r'l dcal with whom they plcafed, and to vend their 
Commodities how, when, where, and to whom 
they tLolight proper. 

What without doubt inducro him the more 
readily to enter inca Dealings with them, was not 
barely the (uperior CiVIlIties, but the ll:rict J uftice 
and generous Way of trading that he met with 
amongll: !hem; for it mull be allowed, that the 
Negroes finJ all thefe Qualities in the Subjects of 
that Crowll, who Qre employed in the Manage. 
ment of Alfairs in Africa. Yet no Argument 
mull: be drawn from hence in favour of that Peo­
ple, as if their Virtlle, Piety or Honour, ex­
ctedcd thofe of other Nations, fmce nothing like 
th"t is the Cafe; they are no! a Grain better, but 
ollly a little \'. it'T than their N eighbou[s. As yet they 
'l<e very i,r from being powerful Ul thefe Parts. 
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for the Elhl:>lifhment thlt they have at Wh)'daw, 
which they call Juda, and the Dutch Fida, IS al· 
molt the only one, at leail: of any Importance, that 
rhey have upon the Coalt of Guillea, and therefore 
to fupply the want of Forc< they have recourfe to 
Conc;lefcenGon, Affability, Fair-deali ng, and giving 
a good Price. 

Now from whatever Motives Men are 101 to 
behave in this manner, it is certain that let them 
be of what Colour they will, or come from where 
they will, they mult be regarded as hondt Tra· 
ders, and good Cullomers; indeed of late Years 
this Trade is grown of very high Confequence to 
that Nation, becau(e of the prefent Demand ot 
Negroes from their American Colonies, which is 
the Reafon of tneir being fo anenrive to whatever 
may promote and extend their Commerce on the 
Coaft of Gu;",,;; and this it is that engages 
them to act in the manner they do, and to neg­
lect no Opportunity of ingratiating themfdves 
wi th the black Chiefs, or of fu pplanting their 
R ivals in Trade, who were fet tled here long before 
them. In this, without quellion, they act wifely 
and worthily, nor with any Reafon can we blame 
them; but at the fame time It ought to put us up­
on our guard, and excite us to be very aCtive and 
vigilant in an Affair which fa nearly concerns our 
Honour and Intereft, and io which, notwithftand· 
iog all their Arts and lnflnenee, they can never 
hurt us, unlefs by Negligence or Inattention, we 
concur toprejudice Ollr1elves. 

But tho' the greor Affiduity and conftant Ci vi­
lity of thefe new Traders made fome Impreffion 
upon the Negro Caboctiro, and iqdllced him fo 
f~r to gratify their Inclinations as to take off conGo 
derable Qllantipes of their Goods, and to .fllrniih 
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them in return \\Ith Gold and Slaves: He nor­
wlthrlJndlng continued to keep up a fair Cor~ 
r<~)ondcnce with oUr Africa" Company, and 
(hewed them it was not a mere Compliment when 
he valued himfelf Bpon being an Englifhman. The­
Frencb faw and were piqued at this, beeaule' it 
hurt their national Yani{y, at the fame Time that 
it was prejudicial to thefr Intereft, they redoubled 
their Attacks thtrelore in order to engage him en­
tirely : for tho' they could have no Hopt:> of en­
grofling the Trade, yet they were excelflvely de­
firous of being the moll: favoured Nation at 
Anll0711Rboe. To CJrry this to its u~oft Extent. 
they boarled mightily of the great Power of their 
King, the Magniiicence of hs (:our[, the Extent 
t>f his DGminlons, the Number, Wealth, and Po­
litene!, of his Subjects. Honefr Jobn Corrente" , 
who had imbibed a TinCture of the El1glifh Spirit, 
would now and then crofS them a little, and feem­
ed to doubt whether all they 'faid was true; upCln 
which they took Occafion to p)-opofe hi~ fending 
one of hlS Sons over to Frm/ct, Wlie .. ,mght not, 
only fee that Matters were really as they had flat­
ed them, but might himfelf feel the good Ellett. 
of the clear Light, in which they had reprefented 
the Po\\er, the Probity, and [the kind Behaviour 
of the C,boceiro of Am/em.bot. ' 

At firfr th is made lietle or no Imprellion, bllt 
being earnellly pulhed and often repeated, the Ne­
gro Chief began to reflect within him kif upon the 
Confequences that might attend it, and the Ad­
vantage that mull: arife from h3ving one of his 
Children tnore knowing, and by far better bred 
chan any of his Countrymen ever were; 3lld, by 
running this 'Over in hi. Mind, he faw, or 3t le:rlt 
he thought he law, fo fair a Profpefr, attended 
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...-tth (0 few Difficulties or [ncGovcoiencies, that 
in the End he conlented to their Propoli tion, and 
<lecl.red his Refolutlon. thlt when the ne~t Frtnch 
Ships came to TVb)'lJ..w, he would lend One of hI' 
Sons on board them, co he clrnd by them to 
Fral/ce at their Rerurn, which gave thofe who 
had negotiated this Matter vail: ~at;sfJftio n. 

It i5 a vulgar, and at [he (line Time 3. marl: 
errooeous OpiniDn, that (he Negr)~s upon th l! 
CoaA: of C.inea have liule or no Tendern:-;s t:" 
~heir Children, btlt fe~ them frqueotly fur Slaves 
without Concern. This is Co tar from b!rng true. 
,hat no People in tne World, gener:H iy fpcaking, 
expref; greater Kindnd's for thnr Off"prrng thall 
they do, a!lowing for the Mann,,, of the Coun­
uy, and the Hardinefs with which thoy are brougllC 
up. On fome Parcs of the Coa:t inJ e':d, if Chil­
dren are undutiful, "?on Complain t to the King 
or M.lgi!l:ra-tes, chey are thrice admonifhed : ani 
at length the Father has a Powcr given him, to pre­
Vent worle CoaCequences, to lell them in cafe 
they will not be ",claimed ; bm this very Pea:treo 
diFeCl:ly refiltes that Notion_ It muA: however be 
granted, that InA:ances there are of Negroes fell­
ing their Children; but in Times only of exceffive 
Famine, when they pare with them to preferve 
the Childrens Lives and their own. 

This was the CaCe about tweney Y e:1rs ,go a­
mongA: the People of Whydaw, when the King of 
Dabame drove them om of their Country, and 
obliged them to take Shelter upon feveral barren 
Inands not far from the CoaA:, where, for want 

'of Canoes, it was impoffible for his Troo?s to fol­
low them. The DiA:refs to which People.re 
driven in fu ch Cares of Neceffity, exempts their 
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ACtions from turning to the Prejudice of their ge­
neral CharaCters. Hunger and the Sword arc 
very 1" effing Arguments with wh,te People as well 
as black; and therefore, what they compel Men 
to, can never be taken for the Cu{l-om of any 
r-: atun. In the prefent In{l-ance, the Precaution 
of rh< K -gro Chief Jhews 111m not to have been 
at ali d<lticute, either of luund Senfe or paternal 
Affection; he thought it for hIS own IntereO:, and 
for ti,.t of his Famdy, to fend one of his Sons to 
Fra'Ja; but that Son was born of a Slave, which 
is J. Circumftance among the Negroes that creates 
a i.rnd of Illegitimacy; and we !hall fee that he 
was flot altogether fo cautiou~, when he thought fit 
to rruO: a10ther Child in Englijh Hands. 

The young Negro was lent over to Frana 
with pre per Recommendations to the Company; 
and thefe m.de not only a O:rong lmprcffion on 
thofe to whom they were addrctrcd, but .Ifo up­
on the COUrt, to which they were immediately 
communicated. The Son of the African Chief 
was received with all the Honours due [0 a Prince; 
be was not only c1oathed, lodged, maimained, and 
attended, but educated in all RefpeCts in a Manner 
fUltable to one of that Dignity; and as fuch was 
received and treated at COUtt, where he appeated 
on all Occafions in a fp:endid Drefr, and was al­
lowed to wear a Knot upon his right Shoulder, 
which as now w~ are fo well acquainted with Frencb 
Cu{l-oms needs no Explanation. 

Due Care was taken to inform the Father or his 
Son's Reception and Situa~on; and after he had 
remained in France a proper Time, and all ima­
ginable Care had been taken to Ibew him every 
thing that might give him high Ideas Qf the King 

and 
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and Pearle, he was fent hom. in on. of the Com­
pany's Ships, tn a very handlume Maoncr, and 
with fine laced Cloaths [Q dazzle the Eyes uf the 
Negroes, and [Q draw the Father over enurely 
to lhe Fr",cb Interelt. There IS 00 doubt to be 
made that he was very welcome to th" old Cabo­
c.iro, who was highly ple.fcd to lee hiS Son fafe 
returned to Africa, and to hear what mighty Ho­
nours had been paid him m Europ'; he exprdred 
himfelf in very full Terms upon thiS 5ubjecc to the 
French Agents, with whom he dealt more largely 
than formerly, but Without eftranging hlmfelf from 
the l!IIglijh . 

This ConduB: of the Frt.7Cb Nation will appear 
more laudable lhe more It IS weighed, (he more 
it is fifced and confdered; for undoubtedly no­
thing could contribute more [Q the fpreadlOg a ge­
neral good OpiOion of the Frencb Nation amonglt 
t.he Negroes, or produce a ftrunger Efrect upoa 
the particular Perfon it was meant to gain. All 
the Inland Traders coming from the mort diltaat 
Part of A/rick to bring thetr Gold and Slaves to 
Annamaboe, had' an Opportunity of feetog the. 
young A/rican in all his Frencb Finery, and to 
hear Irom hiS own Mouth, nOt ~nly the Tdumo­
nics of Refpecc paid him, and the high Civilities 
!hewn him by Perfons of the firlt ~ality, and 
fueh as were neareft in Power and Blood to the 
Throne; but alfo the valt Extent of the Domini­
ons, the Number and Difcipline of the Forces, the 
Afiluence and Profperity of the People fUbjecr to 
the Frtnch King. The Credit due to hlS Ac­
counts were doubly inforced by his being an Eye­
witnefs, relating what he faw, what he had all 
Opportunity of examining, and what it w ... im-
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pomble for him to be deceived in; and by his be­
Ing hrmfelf a Negro, their Countryman, one 
whom they had no Caufe to fufpeCt, and whofe 
Appearance, joined to the concurring Tefrimo­
nies of his Father, and the French Traders, deliver­
ed them from any A pprehenfions of his meaning 
t{) deceive them. 

So high a CharaCter to be fpread amongfr fo 
many Thoufands of People was very Cheaply 
purchafed by two or three Years Board [0 a fingle 
Man, and the Prefent of a few fine Cloatbs when 
he was fent home. It ought alfo to be confider­
ed as a convincing Proof of the Abilities and Inte­
grity of the Company's Agents in Africa, who 
both formed and executed a Scheme of fuch Con­
fequence to their Nation, with fo great Dexterity, 
and who were (econded fo thoroughly by 
the Company and the Court. We are apt 
enough to copy Frenth Cllftoms, French Fafhion, 
and French Ta!1:e in Trifles ; in thi. RefpeCt it 
would not be amifs to copy their Policy, [lOce it 
is very certain that the Trade .of France is very 
much the Care of the Court, by which, to fay 
the Trt,lth, it principally tl)rjves; for wanting the 
Advantages that we pofi'efs, an ext.nlive Freedom, 
and a Number of wealthy Merchants, nothing 
could contribute to fix and e!1:ablilh their Trade 
here, in the Etifl I"diu, or in the Weft, if tile 
'Court did not lend its Influence and AffifranGe. 

It was not only with the Englifh and French 
€ompanies that the CabDuirD of AllnamabDt main­
tained a c10fe Correfpondence, but with the fepa­
rate Traders of the former Nation alfo, who in 
modern Times have much improved and extend­
ed their Commerce in thofe Parts, not only by 
. - the 
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the Advantage they bave of trading -Witho ut the 
Incumbrances of Forts, Garrifons, and regular 
E(hblifhments, of all which bowever they enjoy 
the Protelhon, but by their keeping a Kind of 
fetded Magazines or Roating Factories almoft con­
ftantlyo n the Coalls, from wbence they are enabled 
to fupply the Negroes continually with a Variety 
of Goods; and that too at a very cheap Rate. 
which, tho' a Convenience and an Advantage to 
thofe People, links the Value of Britijh Commo­
diri .. and Manufattures in Guinea, and raifes the 
Price of 51aves in our Colonies in the ff/'.f11n­
dies. 

With thefe Traders the Caboeeiro had a con­
(bnt Intercourfe, took off vall Quantities of their 
EffeCts, and afforded them in return the Prime 
of every Thing that came to his Hands. For 1n­
terell is a univerfal Deity, tbe Fellijh, as thefe 
People ' call it, of the Negroes, as mllcR as of the 
Europeans; and notwithftanding any Ties of 
Fritndlhip and old Acquaintance with the Ajritl111 
Company's Servants, towards whom he alw,y' 
carried himfelf with Civility and RefpeCt, hi. 
Yilies, for the Reafons beforementioned, were very 
frequent to the feparate Traders, and from the 
'very fame Motives, thofe who were cnlrufted 
with the Management of their Cone<rns, paid 
zim all the Marks of extraordinary Complaifance­
that the highell: Pitch of Negroe Vanity could" 
expect or delire; they knew his Influence, which 
made them t(ady to court him, tho', when OUt 

of the Reach of it (as is natural enough) they 
may affect to ridicule and defpife it. 

A certain Captain, who was one of the prin­
cipal DircCl:ors of this Kind of Commerce, an[~ 
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more dp.cially of the new Scheme, laboured 
with all the Addrds of whl~h he was Mafter, to 
render himfdf a Favourite with the Caboceiro of 
Annamnbue; in order to whIch, he neglected 
nothing thar might eicher contribute to promot<f. 
his lorereO:, or gratify his Inclinations; he was 
remarkably punEtu.1 in .11 Tranfactions with him, 
and very willing to give him Credit (which is 
dlen neeefrary) for as milch and as long as his 
OccaGons requir.d. In thore, he not only fought 
10 acqUIre hIS Confidence as a Trader, but took 
.very Step that he could poffibly deviCe to live 
with him upon the f.llliliar Foming of a Friend; 
and the better to .ccompED, this, he put on a 
feeming Affection fur the l\egroes, and a Degree 
of Comptlir.mce for their Manners; which, how­
ever 1m Ie t') rhelt Honour, It mul! be confelred 
is n0t very unufual amonglt the Eur.penns of 
every l"a i'ln, who ha\'e for a Courfe of Y~ars 
freq~onted the Coaft of Gu;nea. 

By the Prattice of Arts like thefe, it is not at aU 
ftrange that he fully accomplifhed his Dtlign; and 
grew' nvt 0,,1), into fuch Credit, but into fuch 
Incimacy with 7.bll Currenlt, that he was fcarce 
more Mafter on board than athoce, which an­
fwered all his Purpofes perfectly, as well with 
Regard to Eafe and Conveniency in living, ::is 
procuring unuli.lal Advanrages in his Dealings, 
which turned, or might have turned very much 
to his Account. For there is nothing that gains 
more upon the Negroes, more efpecially in their 
Q)Vn Country. and where they are nut at all in 
Danger of feeling the Ellects of a [udden Change 
of Temper, chart ,his familiar Manner of allo­
ciatinl? with them, which procetds fi'om thoir 
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n't~ral Deference for wlme Men , and the PlealtJrc 
as well as Pride ,hey have in living upon a Level 
.nd an Equality wi,h ,hem; which at ,he fam~ 
Time contributes no, a Iittio fo heighten the Re­
verence and Refpett paid them by ,hofe of 'heir 
Own Complexion, who are naturally ap' to fd "eY 
that there mull: be O!'alities pecu:':lrly great anJ 
noble, in Perfons, who are rhus admitted into Friend · 
/hip, and a clofe Correfpondence wirh Captalns 
and others of fupetior Rank among the 'VI"I". 
Ber.des , it alfords them many Opp""uni,ies of 
prying into, and difCovering wh" otherwife they 
could never any Way reach, as ,he Negroes are 
a cunning and fubcle People, in common with 
other barbarous Natiens; for ,his Turn of Mind 
is chieBy owing to want of Educa,ion, and a 
Power of thinking ex,enfively, ,hat forces Men 
to aim at compaffing what ,hey want by the 
Strength of their own narrow Abilities, which 
drives them intO crooked Paths, joll: as 'vVorkmen 
perform Things but rudtly and imperfectly who 
l1ave th .. tlfe only of a few, and thofe, it may be, 
but coarfe and unhandy Tools_ 

It Was to this Caprain particularly, that the 
Caboceiro of Annamabot opened himfelf frequently 
opon the Head of his Son's Voyage to FranC(, 
and the Senfe he had of ehe grtat Honours that were 
done him during his Refider.<:e in that Country; 
atking at the fame Time, what Difference there 
was betY/oenFrance and England.? whether the latter 
was as good a-Country; the King as powerful, 
Or his S~bjeCts as rich? ra which the Capt.in 
gave fueh Anfwers as he judged convenient, nor 
2pprehending perhaps at firll:, to what thele In: 
quiries tended. When Opportunities offered, the 
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Caboeeiro, Fopofed the fame ~dbon to fuch 
of the Company's Servants as he had OCC11fion 
to tranfa<'l: llufinefs with, from whom he reeeiv. 
ed more ckar and explicit Anfwers, and who 
(old him plainly thlt the Frtllch were a Nation 
that delighted in Pomp an,: Splendour; but that 
the Eilglijh were much fuperior to them in Naval 
Power, and in the Extent of their Trade; of which 
[he Negroe was eaCily convinced, on comparing 
th~ Number of Ships fent by the two Nations 
on the Co;;f1: of Guinea. From thefe Conver­
j;ltion' , he picked up Hints that were very fervice­
able to him in many Refpeds, and enabled him 
[0 fift even out of the Frwch Traders themfelves 
Matters of Fact, that left him no Room to doubt 
vf the Truth of what the Englijhmm had told 
Jl1m 

1 his dwelt very much upon his Mind, and 
finding how ufeful the Knowledge which one of 
1,15 Sons had acqUired by Travel was, by his ferv­
mg as an Interpreter with one Set of People, he 
had a Mind to procure the like Advantages, by 
employing another Son to enter as thoroughly 
into the Affairs of another Nation; which from 
their Superiority in Trade, and much greater 
Variety of Commodities and Manufactures in which 
they dealt, promifed ftill greater Advantages. 
Several Accidents concurred to fortify him in this 
Opinion; but particularly his obferving that the 
Englijh feparate Traders were much keener, and 
more expert in the Mallagement of their Bulinefs 
than the French; that they frequently formed 
Schemes of outwitting them in their Commerce, and, 
generally filtaking, lucceeded in it; and in refpeCl: 
to thi" he was the more confirmed by conferring 
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with th~ moO: experienced of his own Nation, 
whofe Obfervations concurred in this Particular, 
as hkewife did thofe of the Inland Merchants, 
whofe Demands were chiefly for Br:ti/h Goods 
and Manufactures. 

The Son he intended to fend to England, and 
who is actually here at pretent, \\'3S h" greatefl: 
Favourite; his Mother was not only a free Wo­
man and his chief Wife, bur allo the Daughter of 
one of the principal Perfons in the Country. The 
Youth had been always difl:inguilhed by the quick­
ncfs of his Parts, and the A ffablilty of his Beha viour, 
as well as by a graceful D eportment, and a very 
agreeable Perfon. He had lived for a Time, when 
a perfect Child, in the Fort with one of the A/ri­
(a)l Company's principal Officers, where he had 
karned to fpeak Englijh, and had acquired a great 
Confidence in as well as a lincere Affection for the 
Nation. The old Caboceiro encouraged this Dif­
poGcion in him all he could, told him frequently 
that himidf was an Englijhmoll. and that he ought 
to think himfelf fa too; ,hat the E ltglijh were 
their beil: Friends, and created ,hem with the moil: 
Kindnefs, that they were a great and powerful 
Nation, as appeared from ,he Number of Ships 
that arrived annually in the Road of AnnamabCt, 
and rhtir rich Cargoes; that their Dominions in 
other Parts muil: be very large and prodoctive of 
vail: Riches, finee they bought yearly fueh a Num­
ber of Blacks, who were employed in their Til/age 
and Cultivation, and that therefore he could not do 
better than to improve that Kindnefs and Eil:eem 
they had for him, by endeavouring every Day to 
merit more and more their Favour and Friend­
!hip, 
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A, thero Rub fuit.d ex.Cl:ly with hi, Tnc1in~­

rion, the Lad purfued them with all the Spirit and 
D,bgence imaginable, attached himfelf entirely to 
'he Englijh who fr!!quented the Port, and from 
thence was taken Notice of and carelTed by them 
ill a very extraordinary Manner. The French 
Traders eafily perceiving how much this SO" was 
beloved of his Farher and refpeCl:ed in the family, 
as well as pJ.afed with the Modefty of his Car­
nage, and his [upenor Abilities, were not wanting 
in thelt Application" which however had very 
little EffeCl:; for tho' he was never deficient in 
Civility, yet his H umour of piquing himfelf upon 
being an Englijhmoll, and the ftrong lmprellion' 
he had received in the Fort, gave him a Diftafie 
to that Nation, which it was not polf:b1e for him 
to conceal. He was be fides very 'Iittle amck with 
Finery, and had accllftomed himfelf to a frank 
and open Maoner of exprelling his Sentiments, 
without the Glofs of Compliments or any dar); 
Referves. 

A monga all the People that had Btlfinefs with 
the Caboceito of ..1mlOma/;oe, the Captain before­
mentioned had not only the geeatea Credit with 
him, but was the freea and moa intimate with his 
Family ; and feeing his Father's AffeCl:ion for 
him, profelTed always a peculiar Regard and a 
jingular Tendernefs for this Youth; who on his 
Fart loved him with the Sincerity natural to his 
Years, and teftified as much Duty towards him 
os if he had been his Father. When therefore 
the old Caboceiro exprelTed in general Terms his 
Willi, that fame Opportunity might offor of fend­
Ing him to Engulild that he might be educated 
there, and acg~ire that Knowkdge which renliei~ 
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"d white Men Co much Cuperior to themrdves. 
and to the teft of the N egroe N .tions; it w •• 
very <lgrec.b\,e News both to the Lad and to the 
Captain . 

The former, to whom the Englijh had given 
the Name of CUPI D) as motl: eXpreffi \1e of his 
fweet and amiable T cooper, {hewed the gre.teft 
Willingnefs imaginabJe to enter into his Father's 
Scheme, and to make a V oyage to Europe; as on 
the other Hand the Caprain f«med to be ravi lh' d 
with the Propof.l, which at once [hewed the Con­
fidence of the old Man, and afforded him an Op­
portunity of add ing to the Marks of Kindnef< 
and Good-wil!, that he had formerly given to his 
Son. Their Voyage to England was thencefor­
ward the Cole Topick of their Converfation ; the 
Father was fettled in his Refolution, the Boy was 
delighted with it, and the Captain Cpoke to him 
in a Language that was perfeCtly paternal. He 
was continually forecaftjng what Advantages he 
might draw from this Adventure, and without 
knowing it, was a very true Prophet ot the Re1pect 
and Efteem which the young Man would certainly 
attraCt by his good Qualities, w hen in Englmd. 
In a Word, chis Project was the grc:lt Topick 
of Difcourfe in the Family, and they all del ighted 
themfelves with the ExpeCtation of feeing with 
what mighty Improvements their young E ng­
lijh1i.'al: would return to /bmnmaboe. 

As the Seafon . was at a Diftance in which the 
Captain propofed to depart, all Parties had fuf­
ficient L eifure to contemplate their rerpeCtive 
Schemes in every Light, of which they were ca­
pable, and tb flatter their Im.giD>tions 'withany 
Circumftanc<s that might fe t off and adorn .them .. 
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The Cdb"",,.. might probably propefe the pre· 
lemng 10 his Family that Poll: of Honour, tho' 
in its Nature eledive, by rendermg his Children 
10 much fuperior in Knowledge to his CoUntry­
men; and at the fame time qualifying them to 
ferve the Community with fuch extraordmary Ad­
vantages. Hi, darling Son ran over in hlS Mind 
all the !trange Things he had heard in the EnglijlJ 
Fort, or among the Traders and Sailors of that 
Nation ; He pleafed himfelf with the Hopes of 
fcemg the fe, and of comprehending perfetl:ly a 
l\]ultitude of S~f:iC<.<h, of which in fpite of all 
his lnqlliries he haJ only dark and confufed Idea<. 
1/1 rtf"e.':t to the Captain, i( may be preCumed 
from his future Condud, t1ut he looked upon his 
young PupIl .. an :\.cqulfitJon of fo much Wealth 
as he would feIl for. and applied himfelf belides 
to make all the LIb In his Power of the Cabouiro's 
lntereft and lnfluenc" whlle he remained in the 
COUntry. 

Indeed this had been all along of very great Be­
nefit to him, and tho' the Cobo«;r. did not enter 
in every Refped into his VICWS, he had made him 
!i.Jbfe,rvienr to his carrying into Execution moll: of 
his Projects, by which h,mfelf and his A(fociates 
had gained the Reputation of being among the 
Number of the moll: c1ear-fighted and adroitTraders 
that eyer vllited the Coalt of Guinea. What 
Returns both the old Caboeier and his Son have 
met with for their Friendfhip', Hofpitality and 
Favours, the World is not unacquainted with ; 
and what Right they have to treat with the molt 
ignominious and contemptible Language the Ne­
groes in general, Mankind will li\"'ewife judge. 
But fuppo(ing them as low_ und m~an as thofe 
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who hate and defpife them moft: can reprefent 
t hem; this can afford no J lliiification fur deceiv­
ing or maltreating [hem. There is certainly no 
Credit to be acquired by outwitting the 19no­
rant, nor will it prove a Recommendation in any 
Country under the Cope of Heaven, for Men 
who have had a good Education, to compafs their 
own Ends by impofing falfe Colours Upon fuch 
as they look upon as beneath them in every R e­
fpect. What Grounds there is for this Opinion, 
or how Man can differ from Man, but by the 
[uperior Virtues of the Mind, the beft: Judges 
will find it hard to diftinguilh, fince as to all otber 
Advantages they are meerly accidental, and he 
who makes the beft: ufe of them is the beft: Man, 
Jet his Complexion be blad or whiu. 

A t length the Time came that the Caprain had 
.finif1:,'d his, Affairs upon rhe Coaft, and was to 
Jeave ir, which gave great Pleafu re to all Parties i 

the old Man was defirous that his Son Ihould go 
fpeedily, thar he might ha ve the betcer Chance of 
living to fee him return Home. T he fprighrly 
Y ol1th, full of the fond H opes of feeing the 
World, was impatient to' depart; the Captain gave 
not the Jeaft: Check to their Hopes, but on the 
contrary, continued to infpire his Pupil with a 
paffionate Defire of viewing all the Beauties of an 
Inand the moll: ceiebrated in the known World. 
His Conduct was in every refpeC!: as kind as it bad 
e~er been; and indeed the noble Youth does him 
cv.en now the J uftice to ackJlowledge, that he 
had no Hardlhips to -complain of in the Paffage. 
an'd tbat on the contrary, he treated him with all 
the Tenderncfs, all the A ttention of a Father. 

This 



( {O ) 

This no doubt confirmed him entirely in thofe 
Sentiments of Rerpcc'1: and Veneration, which he 
had been fo long occuO:omeo to have for his Fa­
ther's Friend, .n,i kept even [he OighteO: Sufpi­
cion from ~nc~ring ~nco his Thoughts. Under 
this happy Dduliun I,e (vmpleated his Voyage 
from the Road of _1ml.li;!.boe, to Bridge-rown 
in B.wbadotJ; nor W.1~ he undeceived even there. 
The very fJme Bdl.viollr IV~S kept up to the 
laO:, and the un[ortun,te Youth had not thc leaO: 
Forefight of the itnpendtng Evil, till like ~ Tor­
rene it came pouring L1pon hun a'il at once; and but 
for the Inrtrpofition of Providence. had irretrieva­
bly buried him to Milery an,! Dcfp.ir. 

When [he Captain had lold him, and he wa~ 
put into , Boat to be c.rrit-d to his MaO:er, he 
thought he was going on board the Ship thac w", 

to carry him co Ellglfllld. But what Language can 
exprefs his Surprize, when fro m the rough Uf~ge 
that he met wlch from two SJa yes that were in 
the }loat, he had no Room Jeft him to doubt 
that his Condition was the fame with theirs I It 
muO: be left to the Reader', Imagination to frame 
a Notion of his DiO:refs, which will be fo much 
the harder, as the Freedom and Happinefs of our 
Situat ion hinders us from ever beholding a Sight 
that any way relembles it. It muO: aifuredly have 
{truck him with a Horror, fo'r whice M~n in ge­
neral; have filled his Mind at once with as black 
Thollghts of them, and with better Foundation 
than fome of thefe, affect [0' have for thofe of his 
Country with very little Caufe. 

But wharever his Thoughts, whatever his Re­
flcthons might be, they lett hUn fcaree a glim­
mering of Uope, diO:ant from Home, far from 

Farber, 



( 41 i 
Father, Family, or Friend" betrayed and aban · 
doned by him whom he had always efteemed hIs 
Protector; and this in the very Dawn of Life. 
H e had before him a Profpect fo gloomy, that h. 
ftood in need of fuoerior Greaenefs of Mind to 
bear the Shock with~ur lin king onder it, or tak. 
ing fame defperate Method to remove the Load. 
It wis felme Reid td him that he feU into the 
Uands of a Gentleman of diftinguifhed Charac. 
ter, where he was treated with much Humanity, 
Which abated fom ewhat of the Birrernefs of that 
fudden and llndeftrved Reverfe of Forrune, revived 
him a little, and encouraged him to breathe and 
live. Thi, by Degrees gave him Lcifuro to look 
round him, to compare hIS paft :tnd prelent Con­
dition, and to furnifh himfelf with the beft Helps 
that ReJletUan and Experience- could foggeft to· 
wards hi, Amufement and Relief. 

He faw numbers in the like Condition, from:r 
Variety of Accidents, bot none of them in any 
Degree comparable to that which had brought this 
heavy Lot upon him. H. was afhamed however 
to fhew kfs Courage- tmn the rcft, or not to oJ>' 
pofe Misfortune with equal Steadiners of Mind ; 
he refolved th<refore CI) bear, tho' he cOlrld not 
be reconciled t<l his Fate, and to fuftain without 
complaining a Calamity it was out of his Power 
to remove. I n this f;rel State his Innocence af' 
forded him the only Confolation ; it wa:s a Satis­
faCl:ion that he had not drawn this_ upc~ himfelf, 
and by D egrees the Fairnefs and Mildnefs of his' 
!khaviour, procured other Alleviation. of that 
~alling Yoke. Bot neithor Time nor chefe tran­
fien( Comfort!, could f(j far diffip:tte -the Senfe of 
his Cundition, as to remoYe that · Melancholy 
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which followed his firlt Con ltern.tion; but as ~h(s 
Vi.lS not attended \\ Ilh any TinCl:ure of Sullennefs or 
Obltinacy, it rather htightened than abated his 
other good Qi!alitlc', whllh gained him univerfal 
1:.1\eem, willie in [he low State of a Slave. 

The Captain, to cover this Matter in the bell: 
Manner pollible, elthel about the Time, or foon 
after his (elling his l'lIpil, tranfmitted to the Cabo­
CClro of _1Ul/tlJ1U1boe, an Account current, upon (he 
Foot of which he was conliderably In his Debt; the 
T ulhee of this however he has lince controverted. 
Blit be the i\'latter how it will, it ftems very clear, 
rhat both Parties knew one another well enough 
(0 gi\'e Credit at other Times; fo that there 
could be no Caufe for procec'ding with that amaz­
IIlg Severity at this J unCl:me: it is alfo apparent, 
that if procunng SatisfaBion for his Debt was all 
the Captain had in "iew, he mighc :u wdl have 
obtained it by keeping the young Man in his Cuf" 
tod y, till the Father had (a[isfied his Agents; but 
to proceed in fa abrupt, fa ftrange, and (0 clan­
de/tine a Manner, affords fuAicient Light for the 
\Vorld to judge of [he Nature of this TranfaCtion. 
However, nor long after this the Captain died, 
and left the young. [/ricoll in Cicumll:ances as mi­
ti:rlble, anJ at defper.ne as could be imagined;. 
forJ,e w.s not only a Slave, but a Slave at fuch a 
D ifbnce tram his Country, Father, and Friends, 
and 10 coCillly deprived of tho Means of communi­
cating to them his Condition, that if his Relief had 
m any degree depenJed upon his own Abilities to 
promote it, there is no doubt that heJ,ad lived arid 
died in that deplorable Condition. 

) ec if the Amhor of his Misfortune had been 
10 pieakd, he-might have prevtnt~d this, by g;iv­
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mg the old Caboc~iro [uch Lights OJ WOll!..l 
have put it in hi. Power to have redeemed 
hi. Son; or it may be, if he had a&<l inge ­
nllouOy with the Gentleman to whom he fold 
him at Barbad.", the (ame might IlJve been 
brought to pafs ; but by doing neither, he plain­
ly /hewed, that, in his Opinion, all Blacks were 
defb ned to be Slaves; and this therefort famlied 
him, that he had only left the Youth, for whom 
he profelTed (0 much F riendfhip, in his rrop.r 
Situation. Buc it is now Time (Q leave [he young 
:[\1:10 ror the prd"cnc, and return [0 ~ /frirtf , in or9 

oer to obferve by wQat O:range and ftHet Steps di­
vine Providence provided fo r the extr":;'Iling OUt 
of his Misfortune. an innocent Youth, unable to 
help himfelf. 

The Frt"cb continued .to keep.up their Intimacy 
and clofe Correfpondence with xhe Caboceiro of 
AnlJamabot, in which they had all along (0 much 
found their Account; and as, after .tb.e Departure 
of the Captain, the feparate Traders did not (0 
I;l1ucb frequent the CoaO:, the Commer.ceQf ,fmlama-
bot fell .lmoO: wholly into the H ands of the Frencb; 
'yhich, as it was very natural, gave grelt DiO:aO:c 
to the Servants of the Royal Aj.-ican Compan f, 
who confidering the then Situation of Things, very 
reafonably expected their Afflirs lhould have takln 
rather a better than a worfe Turn . They did not 
fpare either Endeavo~rs or ExpoO:ulations with 
the Caboceiro, but to very little Purpofe. At firO:, 
indeed, he gave them good Words, but by D e-
grees all Ceremonies were dropped, and he told 
them very plainly, that he did no more tban he 
\l::d a Right to do; and that he meant for the fu-
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ture to deal not ooly on what Terms, and iT) wba~ 
lvranner, but wieh whom he ple.fed, 

This Declaration needed no Commentary; anq 
therefore thofe who were intrutted w,th the Afri­
(all Company's Concerns, reiolved, as the News 
of (he vVar between (he [Wo Narions was arrived, 
and one of his Britanllic,< Majefty's Ships a,:rually 
upon the Co~ft, [0 rCCllr to the only Means now 
left to ret AffJirs co rights, which was Force, Ac­
eordmgly, at the Requeft of one of the Conlpa­
ny's prinCipal Agen", the K,ng's Fngate !1:ood 
in as nelf the Town of AmJamab9l, as could be 
done with Safety, and began [0 fi re upon it, Thi~ 
had the de{,red EffeCt, at Ieatt m AppearJnce; for 
the Caboeeiro compiled w,th the T erms prefctibed; 
and, os he ("d, fent all the Fre,,,b Traders OUt of 
the Place \ which however was afterwards dif­
coverod to be 'no '110re than a temporary Ex­
pedient, licce he only concealed their Perfons and 
EffeCts till fuch Time as the Man of War wenf 
pIt' the Coatt, and tq~n they appeared and traded 
again as openly as ever, from a full Perfua{,on 
that the Danger was over; and that for the future 
they had nothIng rarther to fear, 

It was not long, ljowever, before apother of 
his Majetty's Sljips ,!rrived upon t~e CO'l(1:, to 
the Captain of which the like A pplieatio/1 wa~ 
made on the Afriean Company's Beh.lf, and ~s 
readily complied with, The Company's Agentat 
this time embarked on board the Velfel, and after 
a brifk cannonadmg had pur the Place 'into muc~ 
Confufion, he took an Opportullity of fend­
ing a Servant on fhore in whom l)e could confide, 
with a M~lfage to the Caboceir.(), impoTt"ng, that 
'.3 h~ had .Iways valued hiOlfeif upon being an 
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,f,ltglijh;;uw, .:md th:lt the Natiuf. \i:as now at \Var 
with the FreJJcb, it was not only improper bllt 
unlawful for him to eorrefppnd with them. At the 
fame time he put him 111 rni.,d of his former 
g60d Correfpoodence with the Company, t he 
fi neere Regard they had .iway' rhewn for h1l11, and 
~hc great readinds on their Pan (0 fiJ rget what was 
patt, and to renew their old Fntndrh.p. 

The Negrpe Cabor'iro received their Mdr.ge 
~th gre .. at chf'arfulneis and fa ticfaction; he ac­
knowledged the (::afe was very fairly Itated, but 
jnfitted upon lhe kind Ufage hlS Son had met 
with in Fra11Cf, anp the Outrage ar.d Infulr that 
had been offered him by rhe Captain, who, un­
e« Colour of carrying his Child lO be educated "' 
Engla/1d, had fuld him for a Slave, which Fact 
he looked upon as fll flieient to releafe him from all 
former Obligations. l-Iowever, in regard he wa~ 
fbll an ElIglijhii1aJ1, he was highly pleafed to fin d 
that he was treated as fueh; and lhat , provided 
fatisfatlion was made for the Inju{tice that had 
been cone him, he w~s very wilting [hat Things 
between them $hould be once more fet u~on their 
former Foor, and that there was no need of Force 
to compel h,m to a Meafur~, which was of aU 
others the moft .fuicabJe to his natllral IncJinatio;J. 
It is eafy to fee that this was a fatisfatlory Ao.­
fwer, and gave Gro\.lods fufficient to emer into a 
Negodation . 

'rhe Terms of the new Agreement were not 
long ";n fetrling .; for old Friendrhips are fome­
times like old China, when the P ieces are properly 
applied and well rivetted they are {honger than at 
Ji rlt . It was promifed to the Caboceiro John, that 
the Company would enquire after ' and recover hi, 
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5)n, that he Ihould be carried to England and take .. 
care of there, after which he Ihould be alfo rent rafely 
home. All other Difpute< were likewife regulated 
CO the mutual S;ui,fJCtion of the Parties, the Cabo· 
ceiroonly inu!tin" that no Violence fhould be offered 
co the Perlons of the FrtMh Traders, whom, under 
Colour of being forced to It by the ElZglijb, he cut 
off from all Commerce, and thereby compelled 
[hem to lurrender to the Cumpanv's Servants, by 
whom they were fent, as had been Itipulated, In 

great fately down to If/b.,·d,,';;]. 
Thus Ihis AffJir terminated mueh to the Ad­

vantage of the Company, but 10 that they were 
obliged to take upon them the f.tisfaChoo of an In. 
jury in which they had not the JeaO: Concern; and 
[Q [hi. rhe Company will be always hable, becaufe 
in _1/rica, as well as in Engiand, [hey are conu­
dered as a corporate Body. to which Application 
may be always made, and who are at all Time. 
anfwerable [Q the feveral Nfgroe Governments up­
on the COlO: for the ConduCt and Behaviour of 
lhe Britijb Nation, which is a Point highly de. 
ferving Notice. 

Before we come to mention the finding and re­
deeming the Son of the Cabou;ro of Ani/amatoe, 
it may not be amilS to give a lignal Illllance of 
Generouty of Mind, and l truly great Spirit, in the 
Father of rhe rprightly Negroe, who lives WIth our 
young Hero as his Companion. This Man in his 
own Country is O:iled the Englijb CabG"iro; for it 
is to be obrerved, that tho' John Co.·Ttllte is O:iled 
the Caboairo, by way of Excdlence or DiO:incrion, 
rhe old Term of Braffo not being oow much in 
ufe; yet he governs his little Terntory by the Ad­
vice of the other Heads of F.llnilios, who are alfi) 
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ftjleu uwoCtiros, ami who form a Council, that, 
in a politer State, would be called a Swate or 
Regency. 

Amonglt theCe fame or, particularly appointed 
for the managing and tranfaCling Affairs with dif­
f"en.t Nations, and hence the T itle of !he Ellglijh 
Caboceiro is beftowed upon him who manages 
with the Englijh Company, and confers, as Oc­
<:afion requires, wirh (heir A gents and Servants. 
This Man having always proferred a fincere and 
hearty Regard tor our Nation, applied himfelf to 
the Gentleman who negotiated and concluded the 
Agreement that has been juO: mentioned; and 
after previouOy obferving how much Credit the 
Frtllcb had obtained by their good Ufage of one 
of his Countrymen, and what an Odium had been 
thrown upon the Englijh, on the fcore of felling 
that young Man's Brother, he told him, he had a 
Proporal to make, which was this; That as it was 
impomole to forefee wh.t Difficulties would arife 
in execllting literally what had been promifed to 
Jobn Correnle, he voluntarily offered his own 
Son to accompany him to England, that it might 
appear they had Itill a Confidence in the Nation, 
and the Company; nor did he give himfelf. any 
Concern about the manner of his Treatment, which 
he Icft encirely to the good Pleafure of the Perf on 
to whom he recommended him. "Bm, laid he, 
" when he comes back, be Cure to afford him a 
" Lace Coal, at leaO: as fine as that which was 
" beftowed by the Fr."ch, that our People here 
" may be undeceived, and freed from their Pre­
" judices in favour of the one, and to the difcredit 
" of the other Nation. This, continued be, is the 
" only Method I con concrive fN the Service of 
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I. thofe to \\ hom I have always profe!red a Friend­

{hip, and !llJll efteem it my greatel1 Happinefs 
if one of my F.lmdy can in any Degree con tribute 
to reftore the good Opinion, that I could always 
wlfh my Countrymen might entertain of the 
People of E'lg/(md." 
This was C<I tJinly as clear am] fignal a Proof 

of Gratialt1e and RelpeCt, as it was in the Power 
of Man ro gl\'e, and is a rufficient Demonltration 
of the ImpurtJnt Confequence; thac attend a judi­
cious anJ hum ane !lehaviour towards dif1:anc and 
ba rbarous Na{Jons ~ a Thing long ago obferved, 
and flrongly recommenJed by [he bd't V\rriters 
upon Tr3Jc; and more efpccially by Sir ]ofiab 
Cbild, th,n whom no Mall evtr undtrl100d the 
Subjett better. "Vo m.y therefore very readily 
imagine that the Olfer was wdhngly embraced, and 
the f1:rongen Afllirance. given to ,he Eng/ijh Ca­
boceiro, that hJS Son fhould be well treated, fent 
home [,fe, and that the POlOt of the laced Coat, 
{hould alfo be properly attended to. 

To fom e indeed thefe will appear very trivial 
Things, and by them fmall Regard will be had 
to a People capable of being inAuena:d, even in 
the mon important Affairs, by Circumfbnces of 
(0 little Moment. But Perfons of {hanger Heads 
will fee it in another Light, and find no Difficulty 
in difcovering, that WIth ~ll the Adv3nt3ges of 
Sagacity and Poli tenefs, other Nations are as much 
affetted by Things which are at the bottom of as 
lirde Signicance; for whar :ire (hofe great Poincs, of 
Stile, Rank, and Ceremony in all publick Nego­
tiations, but laad CoalS, if coheld in a critical and 
impartial V lew I 
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W,hen the Seafon come in which this Agent ot 

libe Royal African CompollY was to return to tho 
IW'./t-IndieJ, and from thence to take his Parr.ge 
home , the Englijh Caboceiro, ill /triCt Compli­
ance with ,his PNmife, fent his Son along wi,h him, 
who was treated in the Voyage, as he has been 
ever fince, with all the Kindnefs and Regard pof­
lible. Upon their Arrival at BorbadoeJ, the Son 
of the Caboceiro of Annamabo. was without much 
Difficulty found, and a valuable Confider.tion being 
given to the Gentleman who bought him, he wa~ 
happily r./tored to Liberty, and to his for m", 
good Opinion of the Candour of the BritiJh Na-
000. For t.he Pains rakeo on !;is· Behalf, and the 
great Zeal · exprelfed to 'lVipe off the Afp<rfion. 
occafion~d by his ill UIJge, fatisl<ed him fully 
that his Misfortune befel him from the Difpofition 
of a fingle Perf on, and was entirely ,lJfapproved by 
E"glijhmm of every Denomination; thofe even of 
the loweft Rank expreffing a juft Difi.lain of fuch 
iniquitou's PraCtic,:s; oot more incompatible with 
the DoCtrines of Religion, or the Principles of 
JH:IGrality, than with the natural Candour and Ge­
ner.ofiry of .a ~~ue Englijh Soul; to which, the 
}loung PriRce ,bas been clearly convinced that the 
U14ge he met w4th was no juft Exception. I 

• After ~ w~s once reftored to his Freedom, 
and t\le NatAlr. of his Cafe became publick, every 
bod~ .exprefr~d an Inclination to fee him, and all 
who raw him were chanlled with his Behaviotlr, 
.alld Addrefs . . H e 'Was continually expatiating on . 
the j,uftlCe. Kindnell, and Goodnefs of thofe who 
had taken fo much Pains to find him OUt in his ' 
low Condition, an9 to deliver him from the ,Load' 
iIIf iii' Misfortunes; but he rather affected Silence 
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\pith Refpett to the AUthor of them, aod when­
ever he was obliged to mention him; did it not 
ohly WithOUt any Marks of an outragiou~ Refent­
mellt, but With a Decency th~t could fcarce be 
expeCted, and as if he was confcious ~"at no Ex­
~ggeration could make a more lafting Impreffion, 
than the limple and naked Relation of th~ Faa 
Welf; in this without doubt he has thoroughly 
lucceeded; tor all Men of good Senfe, and good 
Nature, which takes in all who feel the Wejgh~ 
of what others have unjl1ftly fuffered, are more 
affeCted by their own RefleCtions, than by the 
paflionate Expreflions, even of the molt juftiliable 
Refentment. 

Upon hi, coming to E/lglalld his Cafe \Y:lS pro­
perly reprefented, and the faCts relating to it jult­
tied by all the necdrary Teltimonies that the 
lingular and extraordinary Nature of them, and th~ 
various Circumltances that attended them, requir­
ed, and which have entitled him to that high 
Protection, tha t generous and kind Nori~e whi~ 
has been taken of him, by thofe who have a be­
coming Concern for natural Equity and J uftice, 
as well as for the Reputation and Honour of th~ 
Brilijh People. This, as every Me.fure of the 
Kind will be, has been received with a Voi(:e of 
univerfaJ Applaufe; the Nation has ratified an4 
con6rmed the ReCtitude of this .Attention lheWll 
by the Government, and have tak~ a juft Share 
in that wife and well·judged Comp.'flion. whi~ 
the Cafe of this noble ar.d unfollUnate Stranger fq 
appar~ntly defervecl. 

It is indeed true, that a CondUCl: [0 rational 11\ 
it(elf is nor without a Free.dent ev~n in the prefent. 
).!.1l~ tho' in favour of a Perron of lefs Confe: 
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quebce. When the King of Dabomi conquered 
Wbydaw. and carried away not only Multitudes of 
the Natives, but alfo an Engiijhman, whom they 
aad very unjuftly made PriConer, one Capt. Lomb, 
then in the A/riran Company's Service, he treat­
ed him very kindlYl and afcer a long Captivity 
difmiJred him freely wich conliderable Prefen" ; 
and upon his Prom ire of rerurning to him, allow­
ed him to cake one of his Negroe Subjects called 
'1'omo, as his Servant. It feems the Captain did 
not care to run the Hazard of puning himfelf 
once more into the Hands of a Conqueror. whofe 
Temper was none of the milddl:; and who was 
apt to commit great Cruelties from Caprice I but 
however he ought certainly to have fent back 
'1'01110 ; and his not doing it, gave juft Roafon to 
the Negroe Monarch to be very much offended, 
as he really was. It was fome Years before this 
Matter was clearly underftood in England; but as 
foon as it was underftood, and '1' omo brought by 
his Mafter to Londoll, due Enquiry was mad". the 
Negro difcharged from his Service, proper Care 
taken of him while he remained here I and •• 
foon as it could be conveniently done, he was fent 
hOine again, at the Expence of the Government, 
as it was highly fitting that he fhould . 

Thefe are Maners that will always claim a fuit­
able Regard, not only for the Sake of thofe tG 
whom fuch Civilities are done, but for our own. 
And as there is no Country to- which the Fame of 
the Britifh Nation has not been carried by the 
Power of our Naval Force, or by ~he Indllftry of 
oUr Merchants, it imports us not a little, that ·our . 
H1in'laniry and J uftice fhould be as exnnfiV'e,. as 

.cichett he T error of ~ur Navies, or the Anentian' 
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we h~ve to Trade. It is of as great Confequence. 
to be ef1:eemcd, and to be loved, as to be dreackd 
Or revered; the former is, and ought to -be the 
Ntural Effects ot our own Inclinations; the latter 
can only be right when it is juftified by the Dif-
r~lpe{t or Injunes we receive from others. . 

All lingular and furprifing Accidents have a 
general Influence, for the prefent ; they employ 
every Tongue, they affect every Mind when they 
happen; yet SenfaUons of this Sort are momen­
tary, :lJ1d univerl:'1 Oblivion, in a iliort Space of 
Til11e, fucc.eeds to univerfal Admiration: Bllt 
this is fumetimes not at all expedient; for in many 
Cale, it is very requifite that fuch Phrenomena. 
Jhould be cauttoufiy examined, and fiocerdy and 
circumf1:antially recorded. At lealt, thefe Things 
appear in this Light to thofe Minds that recollefr 
the Dtf1:urbance it has fl'equently given them to 
meet only with broken HlOts, and irrecnncileable· 
CircumftJnres of Matters that have hap'pened in 
pail: Times, which they would be willing to <om­
prehend mar< fully. This inclines I>eople of fum 
a Difpofition to provide againf1: the Difappointment. 
of Men of the fame Turn in fucceeding Times; 
which It is pretum~d will appear not only a rational, 
but a laudable Species ofinduf1:rious Curiofity. 

The Subject of this filOrt DifcQurfe i~ as good 
an Inf1:anco as <a'n be given of the Kind,.in as much. 
as in its. Certainty and Importance it is to the full as 
confiderable as in Singularity. The greatef1: and the . 
bef1: People in rhe Kingdom have thought it worthy, 
of their Enquiry, and their Enquiries. have bef!ll 
conf1:antly fucceeded by an entire Satisf:taion,;. 
tbeir Eyes, their Ears, their Se nffs, and their Un­
dcrllanding have been equally gratifird;, and our 
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Afri(QIJ Prince has appeared fuch from the Grace> 
fulnefs of his Perf on, the N oblenefs of his Senti­
ments, the Modefry of his Deportment, and the 
grateful Acknowledgments he continuallyexpreJTes 
for the J unite that has been done him, and the 
Favours that he has received : CircumlUnces that 
amount to a kind of natural Demonftration; and 
which, without exceeding the Bounds of Truth, 
may be raid to have fpread univerfal Conviaion 
amongft all who are no! wilfully blind and deaf; 
and who lie open only to Conviction of anot~ 
Kind. 
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