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To the HonouraBLE

FHRER FRFKRK of #%****—’ an

Ejffex, Efqgs

I T is wery natural, Sir, that you fhould be
Jurprized at the Accounts which our News-
Papers have given you, of the Appearance of an
African Prince in England under Circumftances of
Diftrefs and Ill-ufage, which reflest very highly
upon us as a People. The deep Concern which you
Jo pathetically exprefs for bis Misfortunes, is fuit-
able to the Goodnefs and Generofity of your Heart ;
and as to your Apprebenfions that this Story will
not be confined within the Bounds of the Britith
Dominions, wherever fituated, it is certainly very
Jup 5 for upon reading your Letter, I made it my
Bufinefs to examine the foreign Prints at the
Coffee-Houfes -about the Royal-Exchange, where
they are taken in, and found the Story wery cir-
cumflantially related from Hamburgh. But if.
this, Sir, raifes your Refentment, that all Europe
Jbould be informed of a Fal that does us [o little
Honour, be pleafed at ];be Jame Time to refleds,
that



(i)
fhat thoje who read it muft at the fome Time read the
general Abborrence with which theNews of this Piece
of Treachery was recsived here 3 and how effeftu-
allyy as well as honourably, the Mifchicf bas been
repaired by the Interpofition of the Govermment,
What iy Friend told you, with refpet to the
Pains taken by ine, to cog as near as poffible at
the Truth of this Affair, was very well founded,
as indeed was every thing elfe which be faid upon
that Qccafion 5 excepting the high Commendatiors
be’ wwas pleafed 1o beflow upon the fbort Account
that I have comszitted to <writing of the Misfortunes
of the Young Afctcan.  The plain and naked Truth
15, that not being perfedlly jizli:ﬁm' with the
Narratru in the News-Papers, ayd having bad
ahogys a Curiofity to learn, with as miuch Exalf-
nefs as mey be, the Circumftances that attend
Juch exlmordz'uar_v Events as bappen in our cwn
Times, I bave beeiis perbaps, more diligens and nice
in my Enguiries into the Mattery of Fa@, and
whatever relatcs to it, than many People, and find-
ing my Pains rewprded by [ome dcquifitions of
Kuowledge, which I thought confiderable, it ap-
pear ed to wie worth employing a few leifure Hours,
in reducing what I bave learned into fome Kind of
Order, that the Futls and Obfervations might not
efmpe my Memory. This gave Rife to the folloro-
ing Memoirs, <ohich are beartily at your Service
nor am I at all follicitous about the Fete of them.
You may, if you pleafe, /btw them to the Perfons
you mention, or to any of your dequaintance who
difire 1o perufe them y aid you may likewife aﬂi:re
them, that to the beft of my Knowledge; there is
ot a8 yllable - mj&;lrd which I dom'l jvrm() b;lrrm'
10 be” tiue. '
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T muft wot however diffemble, that ihere oré
many People in the World who affei? to treat ihis
Affair in ancther Light 5 fome from that firarge
Principle of Incredulity, which induces them o
queftion the Veracity of every thing that does not
Joll ismmediately within the Compafs of their own
Qbfervation, or docs not exadtly tally with the
Notions they bave formed of Pevfons or Things, ths
the former may be of no greet Extent, and the latter
none of the moft accurate. Sowe agein bave o
Intereft in the veprefenting this dffair in an cppo-
Jite Point of View, which you will very eafily
conceive s for cfter [o flagrant a Breach of Truft,
as fellizg a Free-Man, and a Perfon of Confide-
ration, whatever bis Compiexion may be, for a
Slave ; it is no great Wonder that [uch os bave
bad.any Conneiion with the Perfons concerned in
Juch a Tranfaction, fbould wje all their Indufiry
and Skill to leffen bis Charaficr and Confideration,
aud endeavour to fireen o flagrant en Af of in-
Juftice, not to give it a barfber Name ; by circulas-
ing Stories, which if true, would le far from
difeulpating them; and which, from the vifible
Abfurdities and Contraditions they .are loaded
with, all who have not as much Intere}t in be=
lieving, as 'the Authors of them bad for inventing,
confider as groundlefs and falfe. No Man breath-
ing who betrays and fells a Prince, unlefs judi-
cially convided of it, will acknowledge the Crime 5
efpecially when be bas an Excufe fo ready at
Hand, as denying that the Perfon fo treated is
a Prince, tho’ that fbould be only a Quibble upon
the Word. .

There is, withodt doubt, a great Propenfity in
many of our own P”Pkﬁww have lived and traded
2 . in
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in thofe Parts, to magnify fuch as were poffeffed
of the Government with whom they traded, with

whom they hed an intimate Acquaintance, and
from whom they received great Favours. It is

wery likely that fuch Gentlemen may ufe the Terms
Emperor, King, and Prince, with vifible Impro-

priety upon [ome Occafions, and upon all with a

Liberality that may not admit of a frié? Fupifi-

cation. But on the other Hand, fome other Tra-

wellers, and thofe too ¢ ly of the eft

Sort, take an unaccountable and a very unwarrant-
able Liberty of treating [uch Negro Governors .
with a ludicrous Contempt. For by this Means

they lofe themfelves, and teach the Seamen with

whom they converfe, to forget not only all Decency

and Refpet, but (as bod Morals often accompany

ill Manners) all Diftinétion of Right and Wrong 5

which leads them into Praflices equally bafe in

tbesr Nature, and defiruitive in their Confequences;
Jo that while, from a Vanity and Infolence (which

are the ufual Effeits of Ignorance) they look down .
upon the poor black People as infinitely beneath

them,: they really degrade themfelves, and whick

is much worfe, drew a Scandal upon their Coun-

trymen by their barbarous, iniquitous, and pro-

Jfligate Bebaviour.

One may be ecfily extricated out of any Diffi-"
culty that arifes as to the juft Claim of the Young
African now in England to a Title of Diftinétion,
notwithftanding all the Sophifms of thofe, who
either from Prejudice or Intereft pretend to difpyte
#t. - Things are in all Countries the [ome, how-
ever the Names by which they are called may dif=
Sfer.. As for Inflance, Rice brought from Guinea -

_ remains Rice when it is brought here 5 1ho’ - the
Negroes

I
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Negroes know nothing of thet Word, and we
know as little of theirs for that Kind of Corn.
A Perfon who bas the [upreme Autborily in any
Diftrict, let it be of a larger or lefer Extent, is,
in the common Acceptation of Speech, a Prince
and if from bis Infiuence cur Trade may be either
advanced or bindered, he deferves a proportionable
Refpect from us, tho ke would be certainly entitled
to firit Juftice, whether he bod that Influence or
mot. It is no Muatter therefore what his Tile
be in Africa, or what the Nature of that Govern-
ment which he adminifters y for if he be at the
Head of it, and in confequence of bis being at the
‘Head of it; can affift, or injure us in our Trade,
be is firiétly [peaking a Prince ; and bis Children
may be fo filed by Courtefey without any Solecifyn.
If at any Time beretofore we have treated Perfons
of the like Rank with bis Sons, or even if awe
bad treated other Sons of his ever [o rudely or
indifferently, this is nothing to the Purpofe y for
we never could have treated them fo if they had
not been in our Power ; and our having ufed it
ill either then or now, does not refle upon him
or them, but upon us 3 and this Afperfion could
only be wiped off by the Conduét that has been
lately purfued, which is juft in itfelf, and there-
fore honourable to us as a Nation.

I come now to the other Parts of your Letter,
in which our Friend reported what I [aid very
truly.  The Peryfal of thefe Memoirs introduced
a Difeourfe of the Curicfities of Africa, which. led
bim to enquire what I thought eof the Petrified
City mentioned by fo many different Authors of
different Countries 3 and as I remember be binted,
tbat it was firange that being difcovered fo long

: ago



(v)

ago it fhoald come fo lately to our Knowledge.
Upon which Itold bim what be reported to you, that
the Fa&t was otherwife, and that we were not
only acquainted with it very early, but that the
petrified Body of a Man was affually fent over
hither, and prefented to Secretary Thurloe.  This
Fasz, Siry is very true; and I fhall readily give
you the other Particulars which you are fo defirous
to learn. What I am to tell you, frands upon the
Credit of Conful Baker, who refided long in Africa,
was a Man of great Integrity, and whofe Teftimony,
in refpeit to Fals within bis own Knowledge,
wiight be very [afely relied on, as you may be in-
formed by [everal Perfons who were well acquaint-
ed with him. But to the Point.

About the Year 1655, the famous Admiral
Blake was fent into the Mediterranean fo require
Satisfattion from the pyratical States of Barbary,
for the Depredations that during our inteftine Dif-
surbances they had comnitted upon Englith Subjests;
shis Cominiffion be executed, as be did every other
with which he was intrufed, with all the Honour
and Succefs imaginable.  When be came before
Tripoiy ke had all the Enghfh Slaves delivered to
bim without Ranfom 5 and in the fhort Negotiation
attending this Bufinefs he heayd of the Difcovery
of this petrified City, which lies at the Diftance
of forty Days Fourney from Tripoly, and was
then frefb.  As be was a Gentleman and a Scho-
lary bis Curiofity prompicd bisn to make a friét
Enquiry into that Affair 5 and that be might be
thoroughly fatisficd, be infifted that a petrified Bo-
dy fhould be fent bim, which was promifed by the
Regency.  But as the bringing it to Tripoly took
4p fm Time, be fmled before it arrived,  How-

ever
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ever fuch was the Refped borne to thai great Man,
or rather fuch was the Tervor of bis Name, that
this petrified Body was procured and tranfported to
Leghorn, from whence it was fent to England,
configned to Secretary Thurloe, into whofe Poffeffi-
on it came 5 but how it was difpefed of after-
wards, tho' my Enquiries have not been wanting,
I never yet could be informed. In regard to thefe
Fagts I am thoroughly fatisfied they are true.

The other Point be mentioned to you, of my ob-
Jerving that in the Reign of King Charles IL
an Englith Gentleman who was fent to the River
of Gambia, having obtained the Confidence of the
Negroes by bis Kindnefs and good Ufage, was by
them diretted to a Gold Mine, whither he went in
a finall Velfel, and with wvery few Hands 5 and yet
acquired there in a fbort Space of Time, tho' hbe
smade this Voyage in the moft improper Seafon of
the Year, an immenfe Treafure, which ke brought
Jafely to England, is firiétly true in every Parti-
cular. This Relation came originally from your
late worthy Neighbour the learned Dr. Derham
of Upminfter. But as the difcuffing of this Mat-
ter would take up more Time thon I bave at pre-
Jent to fpare, I will referve it for fome other Oc-
cafion, when I bave greater Leifure.  In the mean
Time give me leave 10 foy, that it is from an bu-
#naneand generous Treatment of Negroes, and indeed
of all barbarous Nations in general, that we muft
expedt fuch Difcoveries, as well as reap greater Ad-
vantages in Trade, than other Nations. For what-
ever jonie Men may think, buman Nature is the
Jaine in all Countries, and under all Complexions ;
aid 1o fancy that [uperior Power or [uperior
Knowledge gives onc Race of People a Title to

e
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ufe another Race who are weaker or moré ignorant
with Haughtine[s or Contenpt, is to abufe Power
and Science, and in [pite of both to [bew ourfelves
worfe Men than thofe who bave neither.

After giving you thefe Lights with refpeét to the
Subjets that feem to ftrike you fo much, I fbould
take it as a Favour if in Return you would re-
member the Requeft I formerly made you in Refe-
rence to a Difeourfe npon Sir Walter Raleigh’s
Golden Difcoveries in South America, of which if
Jyou can procure me a Sight, it will much over-
balance the little Trouble 1 have taken for your
Entertainment, and will efectually bind me to
communicate any thing that [ball bereafter fall in
my Way, and which you wnay eftcem worthy of
Jour Notice. If that Paper comes to your Hand
before you 1hink of returning to London, if you
Tranfmut it to the fame Perfon who delivered yoyr

y be will convey it very fafely to me, whether
I _/bauld be in Town or Country. I have notbmg
JSarther to add, but thaty, Xc.

MEMOIRS



MEMOIRS

OF THE

Young Prince of 4nnamaboe.

SOHE great Country of Guines, in
2§ the Senfe of our mercantile and
y feafaring People, is that Part of
‘:1 Africa which from Capc de Verd,
¢ r‘ | or the Green Cape, in the North
JTEGADR Latitude of 14° 30 extends to
thc Suum and Eaft as far as the Coaft of dngola,

or to the River Congo, in the Latitude of 6° o
South.  The common Phrafe of the Coaft of
Guinea is very fenfible, and very fignificant; for
we really have lictle or no Knowledge of any thing
but the Coaft of this Country : For, except here
and there; no body has proceeded above fifty
Miles within the Cpmineétt 5 and hence it ar;lﬁ::,
T
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that the interior Parts of Africa are, to all Intents
and Purpofes, the leaft known of any in the
World, with the Situation of which we are with
Certainty acquainted. This fhews the Advantage
of Navigation beyond Travelling for Difcovery,
fince from the Lights derived to us from And-
quity, it appears, that thefe Countries were as
licele known to the Ancients as to us, tho’ they
knew enough of one Part of the Coaft of Africa
to have pencrrated into them, had it been prati-
cable by Land.

Guivea then, or the Coat of Guinea, taken
in the general Senfe before mentioned, and which,
allowing for the Irregularity in the winding of the
Shores, comprehends an Extent of four thoufand
Englifb Miles ; and is divided into North Guinea,
which comprehends the Coaft from Cape 7erd to
Sierra Liona, and Guinea properly fo called 5
which begins with Malaguetta, or the Grain Coaft 5
then follows the Jvory or Tooth Coaft, next the
Quaqua, then the Gold Coaft, beyond which lies
the §lave Coaft; and che remaining Part is gene-
rally called the Kingdom of Benin.

The Situation of Gusrea near the Equator ren-
(ders the Air fcorching hor, which, with the fre-
.quent heavy Rains they have, makes it very un-
wholefome, efpecially to Foreigners. The Earth
is water’d, befides the Rains, by feveral lictle Ri-
vers which fertilize it, fo that in fome Parts of it
they have properly two Summers and: two Win-
ters, the latter not very fevere, as confifting only
-of continual Rains, which occafions the unhealthi-
nefs above mentioned, but fatten the Ground, and
‘make it fit to produce, as it does, great Quanti-

ties of Rice, Guinea Pepper, Indian Wheat; and
fome Sugar Canes, Cotton, Millet, and n;ﬂny
orts
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forts of Grain and Fruits, peculiar to that Coun”
try. It has alfo Gold Mines, Elephants, Cattle®
Leopards, Tygers, wild Boars, Goarts, Sheep>
Hogs, Monkeys, Apes, very nimble and fport-
ful, “and a Breed of Poultry very fmall.  The Sea
abounds in divers kinds of Fith, of which a large
Account may be found in the many Dclbriptiom
that have been given of chefe Countries.

It is out of all doubt, that the Portuguefe were
the firft Difcoverers of thefe Coafts, notwichftand-
ing the Pretenfions of the Frenzb, who, if their
own Words may be taken for it, are the Difco-
vergrs of every thing. But what is commonly
faid of our knowmo litle or nothing of thefe
Parts till the Reign “of Edward V1. is very far
from being true. A very authentick Porsuguefe
Hiftorian informs us, that fobn the Second King
of Portugal fent a folemn Embafiy to King Ed-
ward 1V. Anino Dom. 1481, to delire that he
would hinder Fobn Tintam and William Fabian,
who were preparing Ships to go to the Coaft of
Guinea, in the Service of the Duke of Medina Si-
donig, and they were accordingly prohibited.
~ Notwithftanding which, however, they found
Means to accomplifh their Defign, and actuaily
doubled Cape 7erd an the 5th of March 1482, and
madefo profitable a Voyage, that tho’ they divided
their Gains with the Duke of Aeding their Patron,
yer they put one hundred thoufand Pounds a
piece in their Pockets 5 and in the Year 1485, by
Dint of Moncy, which had always a very greas
Power, they procured a Libercy to trade trom
Portugal, and made their Peace w Englaid.  Sir
Peter Fobian, the Nephew of William Eibian,
connnch this Commerce with incredibiz Profit¢

2 and
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and from that Zra, tho’ not always .from Eng-
land, Englifh Subjeéts were confiderable Adven-
urers, till fuch Time as Queen Elizaberh granted
a Patent to Thomas Gregory of Taunton in Somer-
fetfbire, and William Pope, for carrying ona Trade
to North Guinea, for a certain Number of Years,
after which our Traffick thither increafed, and fell
from Time to Time under new Regulations.

In the Reign of King Charles1. before the Ci-
il War broke out, the Trade to this Country,
which had ruined many private Adventurers for
want of a Strength to protect it, and a Stock fuffi-
cient to carry iton, was put into better Order by
a few wealthy and wife Citizens, who were con-
cerned in farming the King's Cuftoms ; and the
Caftle of Cormantyn was buile at the fole Charge
of one of them, which was the firft and principal
Fortrefs of our Nation, till it was taken in the
Year 1665 by the Dutch. Before the Year 1640 it
was computed, that thofe interefted in the Guinea
[Trade divided upwards of fifty thoufand Pounds
a Year; and yer they fuffered fome Lofs and Dif-
turbance from private Traders. The Number of
thofe increafcd prodigioufly during the Troubles,
notwithftanding all the Protection that could be
procured for thofe who maintained the Garrifons,
from the feveral Auctuating Powers that during
this Time became uppcrmoft The §lave Tradé
more efpecially grew higher and hl.ahCl' by Degrees,
in Proportion as our Colonies, and in particular
that of the Ifland of Barbadoes, came to be in a
flourithing Condition.  So that, befare the Refto-
ration, the purchafing Negroes in- G suinea, and
granfporting them to the Wel ofp-Indies, was become
2 fettled and confiderable Branch of Commierce, by
wh)ch {cme who were intereted in it early made.

con:
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confiderable Fortunes, notwithitanding the many
Inconveniencies to which they were ftill expofed
for the want of a proper Regulation, as well as
the Encroachment of Foreigners, and of the Dutch
more efpecially, who were indefatgable in  their
Labours to monopolize that, as they had done
other Trades, to themfelves.

On the King’s Return an Application was made
for putting this Commerce into a new and more
beneficial Method, for the Sake, as was then fug-
gefted, of the Eng/i/b Sugar Colonies, which were
in their moft profperous Condition, and for the
better fupplying them with Negroes, on which
their Plantations did at that Time, and ftill do
depend. Accordingly his Majefty King Charles 11.
in the fourteenth Year of his Reign, incorporated
a Number of rich and ative Merchants, under the:
Title of Royal Adventurers for efablifbing and
carrying on a Trade to Arrica. Butthe Affairs
of that Company being extremely prejudiced be-
fore, and in the Time of the firft Duzch War,
notwithftanding that the Euglifh defended their
Forts and Settlements with great Courage and Con-
ftancy, and gain'd fome Advangagcs over their
Enemies, it was found neceffary to grant a new
Charter in 1672, with greater Powers and more
extenfive Privileges, ‘It was this that gave Birth
to the Reyal African Company of ENGLAND, which
upon this Eftablithment foon vindicated the Rights
of the Nation, and carried on a mioft glorious
and profitable ['rade, coining thirty, forty, and
fometimes fifty thoufand Pieces of Gold aca Time,
which from thence received the Name of Guineas,
and ‘were diftinguithed by the Elepbant under the
Reyal Head, out of the Metal they brought from
shence. - Befides they exported valt Quantities of
E our



€14)
our native Commodities and ManufaCtures, as
well as abundance of Eqff Indian and other Fo-
reign Goods, and were in thofe Days confidered
as meriting, in a very high Degree, the Favour of
the Crown, by the Services they rendered their
Country.

Amongft other Settlements which this Com-
pany thouglit fic to make for fecuring and extend-
ing their Commerce, they had one at Annamaboe,
in the Fantiz Country, upon the Gold Coaft. This
was at firlt no more than a Houfe with the Eng-
Jefb Company’s Flag flying, to fhew to whom it
belonged ; but afterwards, with Confent of the
Natives, who received an annual Rent for the:
Ground upon which it ftood, they built, 10 1679;,
a very near, beautiful, and ftrong Fort, withi
Stone, Brick, and Lime. This Fort was feated
upon a Rock about 30 Paces from the Strand, hav- |
ing 12 Brafs Guns and 2 Patereroes mounted ; and.
the Eftablithment in thofe Times was a chief
Factor, 12 Whites, and 18 Grometto Negroes.
The Beach, under the immediate Command of
the Guns, was partly inclofed with a Mud Wall
of eight Foot high, within which were Houfes for
the Company’s Blacks ; as in the Fort itfelf, the
I..odgmas were very neat and convenient, and the
Warehoul’es large and commodious ; in fhort, it
was looked upon as the beft and ftrongeft Place
upon that Coaft ; and while che Company was in
its Profperity, was regarded as one of its moft im-,
portant Pofts, as well in the Point of Trade as of
Situation. But by flow Degrees, like the reft of
the Fortreffes in the Flands of that unfortunate Com-
pany, it fell to Decay, loft firft its Beauty, then
its Conveniency, and laftly, its Strength: fo that,
at this Time, it being of no farther Ul’e, o, rather.

- its
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‘its Owners having loft the Capacity of fupporting
it, this Caftle has been Nighted. The Walls and
Ruins of it, however, fhil remain, the Ground
Rent is faid to be punétually paid, fo that the
Rights of the Company are il preferved ; and it
fhc thould ever litt up her Head again, and re-
cover any thing like her former Vigour, there is
nothing to hinder the Forcrefls of Annamaboe from
refuming once more its ancient Strength and Splen-
dour. But whether that Time be, as fome think,
and many wifth, at Hand, or at a Diftance, the
Wifdom of the Legillature will determine.

The Fantin Country is as happily fituated as
any upon the Gold Coaft, lying pretty near the
Heart of it.  The Extent of this Country, how-
ever, is far from being great, making in the
‘Whole little more than a Square of fifteen Leagues 5
- the Town of Fantin, from whence it receives its
Name, being about that Diftance from the Sea,
and the length of the Coaft from Eaft to Weft
not more. There are in it five or fix large Towns,
of which that of Aunamaboe is by much the moft
confiderable. This Diftrict is very fruitful, more
cfpccxally in Corn, of which there is great Plcnty,
and in which the Inhabitants drive a great Trade.
They are not deftitute of Cargle ; but what they
have are not much efteemed, more efpecially in
Comparifon with thofe of ##hydaw, which are
fuller of Juices and better tafted. The Sea af-
* fords them a great Variety of Fifh, and taking
all Things together, this may with great JuI’ucc
be fliled 2 very fertile and pleafant Country.  In-
deed no great Commendations can be beftowed
_ upon the Air, which however is wholefomer than
Cat Wb)de‘w or moft of the Places onthe Slave
Goafl,
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Csaft, becaufe the Country is higher, and is not
fo much incammoded with Marfhes.

As for the People of Fantin, they form a free
Republick, the chief Magiftrate in which is the
Braffo of innamaboe. This Title, in the Lan-
guage of the Country, [ignifies Leader or Chief,
and he is affifted by the Caboceires, Sages or old
Men of the Town. It is juniverfally agreed by
all the Writers who have mentioned this Place,
that the Number of fighting Men therein, is at
Jealt equal’to that of the adjacent Kingdom of
Saboe 5 and yet it is allowed, that the Inhabitants
of dunamaboe are not above one fifth of the Fan-
tiniain Nation, which has often, in Time of War,
brought an Army of twenty-five thoufand Men
into the Field ; and it is afferted, that the prefent
Chicf of Annamabee, Father to the young African
now here, has been at the Head of a greater Num-
ber. The Liberty which thefe People enjoy ‘makes
them both powerful and rich; fo that the Eng-
lifby the Dutch, and the French, necither have,
nor pretend to have any coercive Power over
them, nor ever had, tho’ the Town of druamaboe
lay immediately under the Guns of the Engli/b
Fort. On the contrary, there have been Inftances, at
the Time the Affairs of the E#glif/b Company were
ina good Situation, that the Inhabitants of Anrama-
2oe, when they thought themfelves il ufed by the
Chief of the Englifb Fort, have obliged him to
tranfport himfelf to Cape €oaft Coftle. trom whence
a Succeffor was fent more to their Mind, or they
would not have received him.

The Source of this Power of theirs was in_the
Jirt Place their Capacity of keeping the Fort
continually blocked up, and cutting off Supplies 4
: b# Y P o

.
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of Provifions, by which thofe in the Place muft
have been quickly ftarved. They were alfo able
upon fuch a Rupture, to have feized all the Paffes
from the inland Countries, particularly from
Acanez, whence great Numbers of Traders are
conftantly coming down, who bring not only
much Gold, but a great many Slaves ; and /aftly,
they could in fuch a €afe transfer their own Trade,
which was very confiderable, either to the Duzch,
or to the Englifb Interlopers, which was a Thing
equally fatal to the Company’s Intereft ; and
therefore notwithftanding their Fort, they were at
all Times obliged to live upon good Terms with
the Inhabitants and Braffo of Annamaboe, as their
Bufinefs in that Country was Commerce not Do~

minion. )
‘We may from hence difcern the Advantage of
a free Government in any Country or Climate upon
Earth 5 for it is certain that the Fantinians, ever
fince we have known any thing of them, have
been altogether independent, and have found it no
difficult Matter to defend themfelves againft all the
Monarchs'in their Neighbourhood, that is, againft
all the Negro Nations fubject to one abfolute Chief,
whether Hereditary or Eleétive. Nay, the very
beft Writers of thefe Affairs admit, that if the
Chiefs of the feveral Fantinian Villages were tho-
roughly united, they might eafily f{ubdue many
of their Neighbours. But from the very Nature
of their Government there is no great Reafon to
~expect this; for tho’ common Danger readily en-
gages them to arm for their mutual Defence ; yet
the Sufpicion thefe Chiefs have of each other, and
their Apprchenfions that whoever was entrufted
with the Command of an Army abroad, might
make ufe of it to the Prejudice of his Coun-
D trymen’s
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trymen’s Liberties at Home, keeps them from
forming any fuch Projects. Belides their long
Intercourfe with the Europeans, the vaft Advan-
tages derived to them from Trade, and the diffe-
rent Spiric which the Nature of their Government
excites, keeps up fuch an Equality amongft them,
as renders any Attempt to change that Conflitu-
tion, from whence thefe Advantages arife, abfo-
lutely impracticable.

The Dutch Writers generally beftow very hard
Names on thefe People ; they fay, they are ‘the
haughtieft, proudeft, and moft infolent Negroes
on the Gold Coaft, which in plain Englifb, means
no more than that they are the Wealthieft and the
Freeft, upon whom all their Arts could never pre-
vail, and with whom whenever they had Occafion
to deal, they were obliged to aét mere upon the
Square, than they were ever inclined to; and this
notwithftanding Amflerdam Fort at Cormantin,
built where the Fortres formerly ftood, which
was the firft we (as is before obferved) ever erected
for proteéting our Gommerce in Guinea.

Whatever temporary Alterations may happen,
with refpect to this or that Ewuropean Nation, yet
the Trade to Guinea in general is always inm:ahng,
infomuch that at prefcnt thofe who underftand it
beft, are inclined to think, that there is not lefs
than eighty thoufund Slaves exported annually from
thence, and of thefe fome judged that about a fixth
Part are purchafed at Annamaboe, to which Place,
as has been faid, they are brought, astoa prin-
cipal Market, by the inland Traders. For the
Kings of the interior Countries in 4frica, are con-
tinually at -War with each other, and the Prifoners
taken n Flight, or furprized in fudden Excurfions:
are fold by both Parties. Such alfo as are con--
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demned for great Offences, are this Way difpofed
of, and in many Places when People become in-
folvent, they are publickly expoled to Sale for the
Ufe of their Creditors.

There is no great \Wonder therefore, that there
fhould be a conftant and regular Supply of thefe
miferable People, becaufe the Sources of their
Mifery, which are no other than the Vices of their
Governors and themfelves, are permanent. Tt
may indeed appear furprizing, that fuch prodi-
gious Drains have not long ago entirely dilpeopled
even the wide Regions of 4frica ; but this will
ceafe to be a Wonder, when the Populoufnefs of
this Country is confidered in Places where the
People are not expofed to the dreadful Scourges
of Warand Famine, and are fo happy as to en-
joy a moderate Share of Liberty. Itis faid, the
Fantiz Country is not above two hundred Miles
fquare, and that the Number of the People, tak-
ing in all Ages and Sexes, does not fall fhort of,
bur rather exceeds fix hundred thoufand Souls; and
from thence we may form fome Idea of the many
Millions that there muft be in this huge Continent.

Ina Country like Guinea, where every Body
comes for what they can get, where the Europeans
bave traded for no lefs than four Centuries, and
~where for a hundred and fifty Years palt feveral
Nations have been bidding one againft another ;
and in fome Natons, - Individuals in the fame
Market, that is in Effect the Nation againft them-
felves ; one need not wonder that the Negroes,
dull as they are (nor are they near fo dull as they
arc reprefented) have been fufficiently taught to
avail themfelves of their own Power, and of the
Follies - and Vices - of the Europeans, The Por-
suguefe, when they wc{)c firft plagued here w-i;h,
: o 2 tha
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the Dutch, taught the Negroes to debafe their
Gold, and furnithed them with Tools and Mate-
rials for that Purpofe. The Dutch pratifed the
fame thing in their Turn againft the French, and
encouraged the laudable Practice of Panyarring,
that is, Man-ftealing. It is allowed, that under
fo good Mafters the Negroe-Traders have improv-
ed valtly, fo that the Krakre Sold is fometimes
not worth above twenty Shillings an Ounce ; and
it is recorded that a Freach Captain, the firft Time .
he vifitea the Gold Coalt. had a very large Quan-
tity of Copper Filings impofed upon him for the
Duflt of thac precious Metal. N
An Englifh Officer of greac Experience and
Integrity, having once expoftulated with a fenfi-
ble Negro upon the Iniquity of thefe Prattices,
and their Endeavours to raife continually their
Prices upun fuch as came fo far, and with fo much
Danger, to furnith them with the Conveniencies
of Life ; the latter very pertinently anfwered,
¢ That ic was true they fec but a fmall Value on
¢ their Gold before the Europeans came among
them ; but obferving their Eagernefs and Avi-
dity for it, they took it to be their Festifp or
Deity, and that to be fure their own-Countries
muft be very poor and thin, otherwife they
would not leave them and run fo manyHazards to
pick up a lictle Dug, and a few dlack’Men, for
whom they expreffed fo much Scorn and Con-
¢ tempt.”  This plainly fhews, that good Senfe
is the Companion of all Complexions, and, that
the Brain in black Heads was made for the fame
?tlrpp& as in white, whatever fome People may
imagine. ‘
There is another, and indeed a more innocent
Method, by which the Exropeans endeavour to at-
) tach
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tach fuch Negroes as have a Power of ferving
them, by whateverTitles they are diftinguifhed ; for
in that too, when it fervas their Purpoles, they
are as lavith as the proudeft Son of Fer can defive,
and this Method is beftowing upon them their own
Country Names. The Portuguefe calls the Ne-
groe Chief, who is his Friend, Don Pedro, or Don
Antonio 5 the Englifb give him the familiar Name
of Fack or Temy and the Freach fhew their good
Breeding by more founding Appellations.  Alf
mean the fame Thing at bettom, which is to fix
the Negroe new named abfolutely in their parti-
cular Intereft.

Mr. Atkins, who was Surgeon to Sir Chaloner
Ogle, and publifhed an Account of his Voyage to
Guinea, obferves, that one Fobn Conny, who wag
Caboceiro at Cape Tres Puntas, exatted a Duty
of an Ounce of Gold from every Ship that came to
water there, and fent a poor bare-legged Black,
armed with a gold headed Cane, with the Name
Fobn Conny infcribed upon it, to levy it. The
Englifb Officer, who went afhore with the Men,
treated this Demand with the utmoft Contempt,
and inftcad of complying with it, beftowed upon
Fobn's Meflenger a handfome Volley of Sea Com-
pliments, interlperfed with hard Names and Exe-
crations. Upon which Febn feized all the Water
Cafks, and made ten or twelve Men Prifoners, by
the help of a ftrong Detachment of his fwarthf
coloured  Subjeéts.  The Officer having now
learnt more Civility, applied himfelf wich good
Manners to Fob»n Conny, and began very learnedly
ta inform him of the Diftinétion between a Mer-
chantman, and a Man of War, and that the latser
being a King’s Ship, paid no Dudies ; but Fobz,
unmoved by his Sea Eloquence, and provoked ‘at
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the former Infolence, broke his Head, adding at
the fame time with an Oath, Me King here, and
foa Treaty was commenced ; and after fatisfattion
for the Affront, as well as for the liberty of water-
i1g, the Cafks were replevied, and carried on board
full, to the mutual fatisfaction of both Parties.

This Fobn Conmy was, in the Year 1719, in
poffeflion of the Brandenburg Fort, at the Place
beforementioned, where he lived ; but the Duseh
thought the Habitation too good for him, and
therefore fent three Frigates and 2 Bomb Veffel to
demand it, pretending that the Brandenburghers
had fold it to them. Fobn reccived this Mef-
fage with refpect, but faid, ¢ They ought to
< have fent him the Deed of Sale, but that
« however the Brandenburghers could fell no
¢ more than they had, and that if they had fold
¢ the Brick and the Lime, they mighc take
¢ them away ; that for the Ground the Branden-
¢ burghers paid him Rent for it, and fince they
¢ had quitted it he was not difpofed to let it to
¢ any more white Men, but would live on it
¢ himfelf.”” The Republicans treated him upon
this as if they confidered him as a Monarch, that
is to fay, they had recourfe to the /af Reafon of
Kings, cannoraded and bombarded fiercely for
fome Hours, and then fent an Officer and forty
Men to take poflfeflion of the Fort, which they
fancied by this time 7ob# had abandoned. He
had fo, but it was to poft himf{lf and his Subjects
behind fome Bufhes that lay upon the Road, and
he had a fmaller Ambufcade a lictle farther, wha
thewing themfelves as the Duzch approached, they
very imprudently threw away their Fire ; upon
which Fobn attacked, furrounded, and cut them
all to pieces, paved the Entrance to his Houﬁ;;
‘ e ) wit
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with their Sculls, and remained fix Years after in
peaceable poffeflion of the Fort which his old Te-
nants the Brandenburghers had relinquifhed.

Amongft other Places that have of late Years
mended their Condition, we may reckon the Town
of Annamaboe, which commands all that Coatt,
and is the Center of Trade for the Fantin Coun-
try. The Braoffo, Head Caboceiro, or Negroe
Chief, values himfelf upon his Englifp Name,
which is Fobn Corrente 5 he has enjoyed that Poft
long, is a Man, who to very good patural Parts
having joined much Experience, is regarded even
by the Europeans, as a very fenfible Perfon ; and
as he directs all Things in a Place that is abfo-
lutely independent, and in Right of that directs
the Commerce of the whole Coaft, he has been
all along courted, and careffed by fuch as have
found it their Intereft to deal with him.

Heis a very confiderable Trader himfelf in Gold,
Slaves, and whatever elfe the Country affords,
and lived always upon very good Terms with the
Servants of the African Company, who have on
their Side " taken care to pay him his Rent very
exactly for the Fort, and that too fince they found
it no longer in their Power to keep it. For it is
to be obferved, that though they flighted that
Fort, yet they have always had a great Attention
to the Trade of Auznamaboe, and have laboured as
much as in them lay to preferve it; in order to
which it was neceffary to maintain and to depend
upon the Friendfhip and good Faith of this potent
Negroe, which is now the only Security they have
for it. This fufficiently fhews the Nuacure of his
Office, and the Extent of his Power; and yer
there are fome other Inftances which may here be
vcry properly mentioned, as plainly proving the

Neceffity
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Neceflicy of their living well with him, and even
ot having fome degree of Complaifance for a Per-
fon of his Character, whether we beftow upon it
a Negro, or an Englifb Title, that is, whether we
call him Caboceiro, Prince, or plain Fobn Cor-
rente.

Now it muft be obferved, that the French, who
are very well eftablithed at /#hydaw, have been for
many Years defirous of having a Share in the
Trade of Annamabee, and for that Purpofe took
extraordinary Pains to gain the good-will of the
Caboceir Jobn, as knowing no Letter, indeed
no other Way to procure it. Neither will it ap-
pear at all ftrange or unbecoming in him, that he
accepted of thefe Addreffes, or entered into a Cor-
refpondence with them ; for the Fentinians, as be-
fore obferved, were never under any kind of fub
jetion to the Company, even in its moft profpe-
rous Condition, but held themfelves at full liberty
to deal with whom they pleafed, and to vend their
Commodities how, when, where, and to whom
they thought proper. )

What without doubt induced him the more
readily to enter into Dealings with them, was not
barely the fuperior Civilities, but the ftri¢t Juftice
and generous Way of trading that he met with
among(t chem ; for it muft be allowed, that the
Negroes find all thefe Qualicies in the Subjeéts of
that Crown, who are employed in the Manage-
ment of Atairs in Africe. Yet no Argument
muft be drawn from hence in favour of that Peo-
Ple, as if their Virtue, Piety or Honour, ex-
ceeded thofe of other Nations, fince nothing like
that is the Cafe; they are not a Grain better, but
only alictle wifer than their Neighbours. Asyet they
are very far from being powerful in thefe Palfﬁ,
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for the Eftablithment that they have at #hydaw,
which they call Juda, and the Dusch Fida, is al-
moft the only one, at leaft of any Importance, that
they have upon the Coaft of Guinea, and therefore
to fupply the want of Force they have recourfe to
Condefcenfion, Affabilicy, Fair-dealing, and giving
agood Price.

Now from whatever Motives Men are led to
behave in this manner, it is certain that let them
be of what Colour they will, or come from where
they will, they muft be regarded as honeft Tra-
ders, and good Cuftomers; indeed of late Years
this Trade is grown of very high Confequence to
that Nation, becaule of the prefent Demand of
Negroes from their American Colonies, which is
the Reafon of their being fo attentive to whatever
may promote and extend their Commerce on the
Coalt of Guimes ; and this it is that engages
them to act in the manner they do, and to neg-
le€t no Opportunity of ingratiating themfelves
with the black Chiefs, or of fupplanting their
Rivals in Trade, who were fettled here long before
them. In this, without queftion, they aét wifely
and worthily, nor with any Reafon can we blame
them; but at the fame time it oughr to put us up-
on our guard, and excite us to be very aétive and
vigilant in an Affair which (o nearly concerns our
Honour and Intereft, and in which, notwichftand-
ing all their Arts and Influence, they can never
hure "us, unlefs by Negligence or Inattention, we
concur toprejudice ourfelves.

But tho’ the grear Affiduity and conftant Civi-
lity of thefe new Traders made fome Impreflion
upon the Negro Caboceiro, and induced him fo
far to gratify their Inclinations as to take off confi-
derable - Quantities-of ‘their Goods, and to furnifh
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them in return with Gold and Slaves: He not-
withftanding continued to keep up a fair Cor-
relpondence with our African Company, and
fhewed them it was not a mere Compliment when
he valued himfelf upon being an Englifhman. The
French faw and were piqued at this, becaufe it
hure their national Vanity, at the fame Time that
it was prejudicial to thewr Intereft, they redeubled
their Attacks therefore m order to engage him en-
tirely : for tho’ they could have no Hopes of en-
grofling the Trade, yet they were exceflively de-
firous of being the moft favoured Nation at
Annamaboe. 1o carry this to its utmoft Extent,
they boafted mightily of the great Power of their
King, the Magpificenee of Lis Court, the Extent
of his Dcminions, the Number, Wealth, and Po-

litencfs of his Subjefts. Honeft Jobn Correute,-

who had imbibed a Tincture of the Englifh Spirit,
would now and then crofs them a little, and feem-
ed to doubt whether all they faid was true; upon
which they took Occafion to prepofe his fending
one of his Sons over to Fraznce, who-might not.
only fee that Matters were really as they had ftat~
ed chem, but might himfelf feel the good Effects
of the clear Light, in which they had reprefented
the Power, the Probity, and !the kind Bchav:oux
of the Caboceiro of Amnemabee.

At firft this made little or no Impreffion, bue
being earneftly pufhed and often repeated, the Ne-
gro Chief began to reflet within himflf upon the
Confequences that might attend it, and the Ad-
vantage that muft arife from having one of his
Children more knowing, and by far better bred
than any of his Countrymen ever were; and by
running this rover in his Mind, he faw, or at leait

he thought he faw, fo fair a Profpect, attcn_dg X
b ¥
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with fo few Difficulties or Inconveniencies, that
in the End he confented to their Propofition, and
declared his Refolution, thac when the next French
Ships came to Hhydaw, he would fend one of his
Sons on board them, to be carried by them to
France at their Rewrn, which gave thofe who
had negotiated this Matter vat Satisfaction.

It isa valgar, and at che fime Time a moft
erropeous Opinion, that the Negroes upon the
Coaft of Grinea have livtle or no Tendernefs for
gheir Children, but fell them frejueatly fur Slaves
without Concern.  This is fo far from bzing true,
that no People in the World, generally fpeaking,
exprefs greater Kindnefs for their Offspring chan
they do, allowiag for the Mannzrs of the Coua-
ery, and the Hardine(s with which th#y are brought
up. On fome Parts of the Coait indeed, if Chil-
dren are undutiful, upon Compliint to the King
or Magiltrates, they are thrice admonithed : and
atlength the Father has a Power given him, to pre-
vent worle Confequences, to lell them in cafe
-they will not be reclaimed ; but this very Practice
diredly refutes that Notion. It muft however be
granted, that Inftances there are of Negroes fell-
‘ing their Children ; butin Times only of exceflive
Famine, when they part with them to preferve
the Childrens Lives and their own.

This was the Cale about twenty Years azo a-
mong(t the People of #Zhydatw, when the King of
Dabome drove them out of their Country, and
obliged them to take Shelcer upon feveral barren
Iflands not far from the Coalt, where, for want
~of Canoes, it was impoffible for his Troops to fol-
low' them. The Diftrefs to which- People are
»dnvcn in fuch Cafes of Neceflity, exempts. their
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A&tions from turning to the Prejudice of their ge-
neral Charaters.  Hunger and the Sword are
very prefling Arguments with white People as well
as black ; and therefore, what they compel Men
to, can never be taken for the Cuftom of any
Nation. In the prefent Inftance, the Precaution
of the Negro Chief fhews him not to have been
at ali deftirute, either of found Senfe or paternal
Affection; he thought it for his own Intereft, and
for that of his Family, to fend ene of his Sons to
France 5 but that Son was born of a Slave, which
is a Circumftance among the Negroes that creates
akind of Jllegitimacy ; and we fhall fee that he
was not altogether fo cautious, when he thought fit
to truft another Child in Englifb Hands.

The young Negro was fent over to Franmce
with proper Recommendations to the Company 3
and thefe made not only a ftrong Impreffion on
thofe to whom they were addrefied, but alfo up-
on the Court, to which they were immediately
communicated. The Son of the African Chief
was received with all the Honours due to a Prince;
he was not only cloathed, lodged, maintained, and
attended, but educated in all Refpectsin a Manner
fuitable to one of that Dignity ; and as fuch was
received and treated at Court, where he appeared
on all Occafions in a fplendid Drefs, and was al-
lowed to wear a Knot upon his right Shoulder,
which as now we are {0 well acquainted with French
Cuftoms needs no Explanation. )

Due Care was taken to inform the Father of his
Son’s Reception and Situation ; and after he had
remained in France a proper Time, and all ima-

- ginable Care had been taken to fhew him every
thing that might give him high Ideas of the King
and
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and People, he was fent home in one of the Com-
pany’s Ships, in a very handfome Manner, and
wizh fine laced Cloaths to dazzle the Eyes of the
Negroes; and to draw the Father over entrely
to the Freach Intereft. There is no doubt to be
made that he was very welcome to the old Cabo-
cairo, who was highly pleafed to fee his Son fafe
returned to Af7ica, and 1o hear what mighty Ho-
nours had been paid him in Ewrope; he exprefled
himfelf in very full Terms upon this Subject to the
French Agents, with whom he dealc more largely
than formerly, but wichout cftranging himf{elf from
the Enghfh.

This Conduct of the Freach Nation will appear
more laudable the more it is weighed, the more
it is fifced and confidered ; for undoubtedly no-
thing could contribute more to the fpreading a ge-
neral geod Opinion of the French Nation amongft-
the Negroes, or produce a ftronger Effect upon
the particular Perfon it was meant to gain. All
the Inland Traders coming from the moft diftant
Part of Africk to bring their Gold and Slaves to
Annamaboe, had' an Opportunity .of fecing the.
young African in all his French Finery, and to
hear from his own Mouth, not only the Teitimo-
nies of Refpect paid him, and the high Civilities
fhewn him by Perfons of the firft Qwality, and
fuch as were nearcft in Power and Blood to the
Throne ; but alfo the vaft Extent of the Domini-
ons, the Number and Difcipline of the Forces, the
Affluence and Profperity of the People fubject to
the French King. The Credic due to his Ac-
counts were doubly inforced by his being an Eye-
witnefs, relating what he faw, what he had an
Opportunity of examining, and what -it was im-

pofiible
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Poffible for him to be deceived in; and by his be-
ing himfelf a Negro, their Countryman, one
whom they had no Caufe to fufpet, and whofe
Appearance, joined to the concurring Teftimo-
nies of his Father, and the French Traders, deliver-
ed them from any Apprehenfions of his meaning
to deceive them.

So high a Charafter to be fpread amongft fo
many Thoufands of People was very cheaply
purchafed by two or three Years Board to a fingle
Man, and the Prefent of a few fine Cloaths when
he was fent home. It ought alfo to be confider-
ed as a convincing Proof of the Abilities and Inte-
grity of the Company’s Agents in Africa, who
both formed and executed a Scheme of fuch Con-
fequence to their Nation, with fo great Dexterity,
and who were f{econded fo thoroughly by
the Company and the Court. We are apt
enough to copy French Cuftoms, French Fathion,
and French Talte in Trifles ; in this Refpedt it
would not be amifs to copy their Policy, fince ic
is very certain that the Trade of Framce is very
much the Care of the Court, by which, to fay
the Truth, it principally thrives; for wanting the
Advantages that we poffefs, an extenfive Freedom,
and a Number of wealthy Merchants, nothing
could contribute to fix and eftablith their Trade
here, in the Eaf Indies, or in the Weft, if the
Court did not lend its Influence and Affiftance.

It was not only with the Englifp and French
Companies that the Cabaceiro of Annamaboe main- -
tained a clofe Correfpondence, but with the fepa-
rate Traders of the former Nation alfo, who in
modern Times have much improved and extend-
ed their Commerce - in. thole Parts, not only bhy'
T the
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the Advantage they have of trading ‘without the
Incumbrances of Forts, Garrifons, and regular
Eftablithments, of all which however they enjoy
the Protetion, but by their keeping a Kind of
fettled Magazines or floating Factories almoft con-
ftantly on the Coalfls, from whence they are enabled
to fupply the Negroes continually with a Variety
of Goods 3 and that too at a very cheap Rate,
which, tho’ a Convenience and an Advantage to
thofe People, finks the Value of Briti/h Commo-
dities and Manufactures in Guinea, znd raifes the
Price of Slaves in our Colonies in the #eft In-
dies.

With thefe Traders the Caboceiro had a cone
ftant Intercourfe, took off vaft Quantities of their
Effe@s, and afforded them in return the Prime
of every Thing that came to his Hands. For In-
terefl is a univerfal Deity, the Festifh, as thele
People “call it, of the Negroes, as much as of the
Europeans ; and notwithftanding any Ties of
Friendfhip and old Acquaintance with the African
Company’s Servants, towards whom he always
carried himfelf with Civility and Refpect, his
Vifits, for the Reafons beforementioned, were very
frequent to the feparate Traders, and from the
very. fame Motives, thofe who were entrufted
with the Management of their Concerns, paid
him all the Marks of extraordinary Complaifance:
that the higheft Pitch of Negroe Vanity could”
expeét or defire ; they knew his Influence, which
made them ready to court him, tho’, when out
of the Reach of it (as is natural enough) they
may affet to ridicule and defpife it.

. A certain Caprain,” who was one of the prin-
* cipal -Dire¢tors- of this Kind of Commerce, and
more
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more efpecially of the new Scheme, laboured
with all the Addrefs of whi¢h he was Matfter, to
render himfelf a Favourite with the Caboceiro of
Annamaboe 5 in order to which, he neglected
nothing that might either contribute to promotg
his Intereft, or gratify his Inclinations; he was
remarkably pun¢tual in all Tranfactions wich him,
and very willing to give him Credit (which is
often neceffary) for as much and as long as his
Occafions required. In fhort, he not only fought
1o acquire hus Confidence as a Trader, but took
every Step that he could poflibly devife to live
with him upon the familiar Footing of a Friend ;
and the better to accomplifh this, he put on a
feeming Affetion for the Negroes, and a Degree
of Complaifance for their Manners 5 which, how-
ever little ‘to their Honour, 1t muft be confefied
is not very unufvual amongit the Europeans of
every Naiun, who have for a. Courfe of Years
frequented the Coaft of Guinea.

By the Pratice of Arts like thefe, it is not at all
ftrange that he fully accomplithed his Defign; and
grew not only into fuch Credit, but into fuch
Indmacy with Jobn Corrente, that he was fcarce
more Mafter on board than athore, which an-
fwered all his  Purpofes perfetly, as well wich
Regard to Eafe and Conveniency in living, as
procuring unufual Advantages in his Dealings,
which turned, or might have rurned. very much
to his Account. For there is nothing that gains
more upon - the Negroes, more efpecially in their
own Country, and where they are not at all in
Danger of feeling the Effects of a fudden Change
of Temper, than this familiar Manner of affo-
cmung with  them, which proceeds from their

natural
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fiatural Deference for white Men, and the Pleafura
as well as Pride they have in living upon a Level
and an Equality with them ; which at the fame
Time contributes not a little to heigheen the Re-
verence and Refpect paid them by thofe of their
own Complexion, who are naturally apt to fancy
that there mult be Qualities pecuharly great and
noble, in Perfons; who are thus admitted into Friend-
fhip, and a clofe Correfpondence wich Captains
and others of fupefior Rank among the Whites.
Befides, it affords them many Opportunities of
prying into, and difcovering what otherwife they
could never any Way reach, as the Negroes are
a cunning and fubtle People, in common with
other barbarous Natiens ; for this Turn of Mind
is chiefly owing to want of Education, and a
Power of thinking extenfively, that forces Men
to aim at compafling what they want by the
Strength of their own narrow Abilities, which
drives them into crooked Paths, juft as Workmen
perform Things but rudely and imperfectly who
have the Ufe only of a few, and thofe, it may be,
but coarfe and unhandy Tools.

It was to this Caprain particularly, that the
Caboceiro of Annamabee opened himfelf frequently
opon the Head of his Son’s Voyage to Frasce,
and the Senfe he had of the great Honours that were
done him during his Refiderce in thac Country ;
afking at the fame Time, what Difference there
was between France and England ? whether the latter
was as good a Country, the King as powerful,
or his Subjeés as rich? to which the Captain’
gave fuch Anfwers as be judged convenient, not
zpprchendmg perhaps at firft, to what thefe In-
cuiries tended. 'When Oppormnmes offered, the
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Caboceiro, propofed the fame Queftion to fuch
of the Company’s Servants as he had Occefion
to tranfact Bufinefs with, from whom he receive -
ed more clear and explicic Anfwers, and who
rold him plainly that the French were a Nation
that delighted in Pomp anc Splendour ; but that
the Euglifb were much fuperior to them in Naval
Power, and in the Extent of their Trade ; of which
the Negroe was ealily convinced, on comparing
the Number of Ships fent by the two Nations
on the Coalt of Guinca. From thefe Conver-
fations, he picked up Hints that were very fervice-
able to him in many Refpects, and enabled him
to fift even out of the French Traders themfelves
Matters of Fact, that left him no Room to doubt
of the Truth of what the Englifbmen had told
him.

This dwelt very much upon his Mind, and
finding how ufeful the Knowledge which one of
his Sons had acquired by Travel was, by his ferv-
ing as an Interpreter with one Set of People, he
had a Mind to procure the like Advantages, by
employing another. Son to enter as thoroughly
into the Affairs of another Nation ; which from
their Superiority in Trade, and much greater
Variety of Commodities and Manufactures in which
they dealt, promifed ftill greater Advantages.
Several Accidents concurred to fortify him in this
Opinion ; but particularly his obferving that the
Englifo feparate Traders were much keener, and
more expert in the Management of their Bufinefs
than the French; that they frequently formed
Schemes of outwitting them in their Commerce, and,
generally fpeaking, fucceeded in it; and in refpect
o thns, he was thc more confirmed by conferring

with
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with the moft experienced of his own Nation,
whofe Obfervations concurred in this Particular,
as likewife did thofe of the Inland Merchants,
whofe Demands were chicfly for Britifh Goods
and Manufaétures.

The Son he intended to fend to England, and
who is actually here at prefent, was his greateft
Favourite ; his Mother was not only a free Wo-
man and his chief Wife, but alfo the Daughter of
one of the principal Perfons in the Country. The
Youth had been always diftinguithed by the quick-
nefs of his Parts, and the Affability of his Behaviour,
as well as by a graceful Deportment, and a very
agrecable Perfon. He had lived for a Time, when
.a perfect Child, in the Fort with one of the Afri-
can Company’s principal Officers, where he had
learned to fpeak Ewngli/b, and had acquired a great
Confidence in as well as a fincere Affection for the
Nation. The old Caboceiro encouraged this Dif-
pofition in him all he could, told him frequently
that himfelf was an Engli/bman, and that he ought
to think himfelf fo too; that the Englifh were
their beft Friends, and treated them with the moft
Kindnefs, that they were a great and powerful
‘Nation, as appeared from the Number of Ships
that arrived aopually in the Road of Arnamabee,
and their rich Cargoes ; that their Dominions in
other Parts muft be very large and produtive of
vaft Riches, fince they bought yearly fuch a Num-
ber of Blacks, who were employed in their Tillage
and Culcivation, and. that therefore he could not do
better than to improve that Kindnefs and Efteem
they had for him,. by endeavouring every Day to
merit more and more their Favour and Friend-
fhip, - ..
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As thefe Rules fuited exactly with his Inclina-
tion, the Lad purfued them with all the Spirit and
Diligence imaginable, attached himfelf entirely to
the Englifb who frequented the Port, and from
thence was taken Notice of and careffed by them
in a very extraordinary Manner. The French
Traders eafily perceiving how much this Son was
beloved of his Father and refpected in the Family,
as well as pleafed with the Modefty of his Car-
riage, and his fuperior Abilities, were not wanting
in their Applications, which, however had very
little Effect; for tho' he was never deficient in
Civility, yet his Humour of piquing himfelf upon
being an Englifbman, and the ftrong Impreffions
he had received in the Fort, gave him a Diftafte
to that Nation, which it was not poffible for him
to conceal. He was befides very littie firuck with
Finery, and had accuftomed himfelf to a frank
and open Manner of exprefling his Sentiments,
without the Glofs of Compliments or any dark
Referves. : i

Amongft all the People that had Bufinefs with
the Caboceiro of Amnamaboe, the Captain before-
mentioned had not only the greateft Credit with
him, but was the freeft and moft intimate with his
Family ; and feeing his Father’s Affettion for
him, profefled always a peculiar Regard and a
fingular Tendernefs for this Youth ; who on his
Fart loved him with the Sincerity natvral to his
Years, and teftified as much Duty towards him
as if he had been his Father. When therefore
the old Caboceiro exprefled in_ general Terms his
‘With, that fome Opportunity might offer of fend-
ing him to England that he might be educared

there, and acquire that Knowledge which render-
4 z ed
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ed white Men fo much fuperior to themfclves,
and to the reft of the Negroe Nations ; it was
very agrecable News both to the Lad and to the
Caprain.

The former, to whom the Euglifb had given
the Name of Curip, as moft expreffive of his
fiveet and amiable Temper, fhewed the greateft
‘Willingnefs imaginable to cnter into his Father’s
Scheme, and to make a Voyage to E«rgpe; as on
the other Hand the Captain {eemed to be ravith’d
with the Propofal, which at once fhewed the Con-
fidence of the old Man, and afforded him an Op-
portunity of adding to the Marks of Kindnefs
and Good-will, that he had formerly given to his
Son. Their Voyage to Englond was thencefor-
ward the fole Topick of their Converfation ; the
Facher was fettled in his Refolution, the Boy was
delighted with it, and the Captain fpoke to him
in a Language that was perfectly paternal. He
was continually forecafting what Advantages he
might draw from this Adventure, and without
knowing ir, wasa very true Prophet of the Refpect
and Efteem which the young Man would certainly
artraét by his good Qualities, when in England.
In a Word, this Project was the great Topick
* of Difcourfe in the Famxly, and thcy all delighted
themfelves with the Expeétation of fcem(r with
what mighty Improvements their young Eng-
lifbinan would return to Annamaboe.

As the Seafon . was at a Diftance in which the’
Captain propofed to depart, all Parties had fuf-
ficient Leifure to contemplate their refpective
Schemes in every  Light, of which they were ca-
pable, and to flatter their Imaginations “with -any
Clrcum&ances that might fer off and adorn them.

The
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The Cabeceiro might probably propole the pre-
ferving in his Family that Poft of Honour, tho’
in its Nature elettive, by rendering his Children
fo much fuperior in Knowledge to his Country-
men ; and at the fame time qualifying them to
ferve the Community with fuch extraordinary Ad-
vantages.  His darling Son ran over in his Mind
all the ftrange Things he had heard in the Englifh
Fort, or among the Traders and Sailors of that
Nation : He pleafed himfelf with the Hopes of
feeing thele, and of comprehending perfectly a
Muluitude of Subjets, of which in fpite of ali
his Inguiries he had only dark and confufed Ideas.
In refpect to the Caprain, ic may be prefumed
from his furure Condudl, that he looked upon. his
young Pupil as an Acquifition of fo much Wealth
as he would fell for, and applied himfelf befides
to make all the Ufesin his Power of the Caboceiro’s
Intereft and Influence, while he remained in the
Country.

Indeed this had been all along of very great Be-
nefit to him, and tho’ the Caboceiro did not enter’
in every Refpect into his Views, he had made him
fubfervient to his carrying into Execution moft of
his Projects, by which himfelf and. his Affociates
had gained the Reputation of being among the
Number of the moft clear-fighted and adroit Traders
that ever vifited the Coalt of Guinea. What
Returns both the old Cabocier and his Son have
met with for their Friendthips, Hofpitality and
Favours, the World is not unacquainted wich ;
and what Right they have to treat with the moft.
xgnomlmous and contemptible Language the Ne-
groes in general, Mankind will likewife judge.
But fuppoling them as low. nnd oican as th(;:'c

whoe
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who hate and defpife them moft can reprefent
them ; chis can afford no Juftification for deceiv-
ing or maltreating them. There is certainly no
Credit to be acquired by outwitting the Igno-
1ant, nor will it prove a Recommendation in any
Country under the Cope of Heaven, for Men
who have had agood Education, to compafs theic
own Ends by impofing falfe Colours upon fuch
as they look upon as beneath them in every Re-
fpect.  'What Grounds there is for this Opinion,
or how Man can differ from Man, but by the
fuperior Virtues of the Mind, the beft Judges
will find it hard to diftinguifh, fince as to all other
Advantages they are meerly accidental, and he
who.-makes the beft ufe of them is the beft Man,
let his Complexion be &lack or white.

At length the Time came that the Captain had
finifh’d  his Affairs upon the Coaft, and was to
leave ir, which gave great Pleafure to all Parties 5
the old Man was defirous that his Son fhould go
fpeedily, that he mighe have the better Chance of
living to fec him return Home. The iprightly
Youth, full of the fond Hopes of feeing the
‘World, was impatient to depart ; the Captain gave
not the lealt Check to their Hopes, but on the
contrary, continued to infpire his Pupil with a
paffionate Defire of viewing all the Beauties of an
Ifland the moft celebrated in the known World.
His Conduét was in every refpect as kind as it had
ever been; and indeed the noble Youth does him
even now the Juftice to acknowledge, - that he
had no Hardfhips to complain of in the Paflage, -
and that on the contrary, he treated him with all
the Tendernefs, all the Attention of a Father.

: s This
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This no doubt confirmed him entirely in thofe
Sentiments of Refpect and Veneration, which he
had been fo long accuftomed to have for his Fa-
ther’s Friend, and kept even the flighteft Sufpi-
cion from entering into his Thoughts. Under
this happy Delufion he compleated his Voyage
from the Road of _fmnamaboe, to Bridge-Town
in Barbadoes 5 ntor was he undeceived even there.
The very fame Behaviour was kept up to the
laft, and the unfortunate Youth had not che leaft
Forefight of the impending Evily till like 2 Tor-
rent {t came pouring upon him all at once ; and but
for the Interpolition of Providence, had irretrieva-
bly buried him in Mifery and Defpair.

When the Caprain had fold him, and he was
putinto 2 Boart to be carried to his Mafter; hé
thought he was going on board the Ship that was
to carry him to Engl/and. But what Language can
exprefs his Surprize; when from the rough Ufage
thac he met wich from two Slaves that weére in
the Boat, he had no Room lJeft him to doubt
that his Condition was the fame with theirs ? Tt
muft be left to the Reader’s Imagination to frame
a Notion of his Diftrefs, which will be fo much
the harder, as the Freedom and Happinefs of our
Situation hinders us from ever beholding a Sight
that any way relemblesit. It muft affuredly’ have
ftruck him with a Horror; for white Men in ge-
neral ; have filled his Mind at once with as black
Thoughts of them, and with better Foundation
than fome of thefe, affeét to have for thofe of his
Country with very lictle Caufe.

Bur whatever his Thoughts, whatever his Re-
fleCtions .might be, they lefc him fcarce a glim-
mering of Hope, diftant from Home, far from

Father,
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Father, Family, or Friends, betrayed and aban-
doned by him whom he had always efteemed his
Protetor 3 and this in the very Dawn of Life.
He had before him a Profpeét fo gloomy, that he
ftood in need of fuperior Greatnefs of Mind to
bear the Shock without finking under it, or tak-
ing fome defperate Method to remove the Load.
It was fome Rélief o him that he fell into the
Hands of a Gentleman of diftinguithed Charac-
ter, where he was treated with much Humanity,
which abated fomewhat of the Bitternefs of that
fudden and undeferved Reverfe of Fortune, revived
him a little, and encouraged him to breathe and
live. This by Degrees gave him Leifure to look
round him, to compare his paft and prefent Con-
dition; and to furnith himfelf with the beft Helps
that Refleflion and Experience could fuggeft to-
wards his Amufement and Relisf,

He faw numbers in the like Condition, from a
Variety of Accidents, but none of them in any
Degree comparable to that which had brought this
heavy Lot upon him. He was afhamed however
to fhew lefs Courage than che reft, or not to op=
pofe Misfortune with equal Steadinefs of Mind 5
he refolved therefore to bear, tho” he could not
be reconciled to his Fate, and to fuftain withour
complaining a Calamity it was out of his Power
to remove. In this fad State his Innocence afs
forded him the only Confolation ; it was a Saris-
faQion that he had not drawn this.upcn himfelf,
and by Degrees the Fairnefs and Mildnefs of his
Behaviour, procured other Alleviations of that
galling Yoke. But neither Time nor thefe tran-
fieot Comforts, could fo far diffipate the Senfe of
his Condition, as to remove that - Melancholy.

T G which
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which followed his firft Confternation ; but as this
was not attended with any Tincture of Sullennefs or
Obltinacy, it rather heightened than abated his
other good Qualities, which gained him univerfal
Efteem, while in the low State of a Slave.

The Captain, to cover this Matter in the beft
Manner poffible, either about the Time, or foon
after his felling his Pupil, tranfmitted to the Cabo-
cciro of _4nnamaboe, an Account current, upon the
Foot of which he was confiderably in his Debe ; the
Juftice of this however he has (ince controverted.
Burt be the Matter how it will, ic feems very clear,
that both Parties knew one another well enough
to give Credic at other Times; fo that there
could be no Caufe for proceeding with that amaz-
g Severity ac this Juncture : it is alfo apparent,
that if procuring Satisfaction for his Debt was all
the Captain had in View, he might as well have
obtained it by keeping the young Man in his Cuf=
tody, tll the Facher had fatisfied his Agents; but
to proceed in fo abrupt, fo ftrange, and fo clan-
dettine a Manner, affords fufficient Light for the
World to judge of the Nature of this Tranfattion.
However, not long after this the Captain died,
and left the young .#fiican in Cicumftances as mi-
ferable, and at defperate as could be imagined ;5
for_he was not only a Slave, but a Slave at fuch a
Diftance from his Country, Father, and Friends,
and fo totally deprived of the Means of communi-
cating to them his Condition, that if his Relief had
in any degree depended upon his own Abilities to
promote it, there is no doubt that hehad lived and
died in that deplorable Condition.

Yeu if the Author of his Misfortune had been
fo pleafed, he.mighe have prevtm.;d this, by - giv-

ing
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ing the old Caboceiro fuch Lights as would
have put it in his Power to have redeemed
his Son; or it may be, if he had ated inge-
nuoufly with the Gentleman to whom he foid
him ac Barbadoes, the fame might have been
brought to pafs ; but by doing neither, he plain-
ly fhewed, that, in his Opinion, all Blacks were
deftined to be Slaves; and this therefore fatisfied
him, that he had only left the Youth, for whom
he profefled fo much Friendfhip, in his proper
Sitvation.  Buc it is now Time to leave the young
Man for the prefent, and return to .dfrica, in or-
der to obferve by what ftrange and fecret Steps di-
vine Providence provided for the extricating out
of his Misfortunes an innocent Youth, unable
kelp himfelf,

The French continued to keepup their Intimacy
and clofe Correfpondence with the Caboceiro of
Annamaboe, in which they had all along fo much
found their Account ; and as, after the Departure
of the Captain, the feparate Traders did not fo
much frequent the Coaft, the Commergceof Annama-
boe fell almoft wholly into the Hands of the French;
which, as it was very patural, gave great Diftafte
to the Servants of the Royal African Company,
‘who confidering the then Situation of Things, very
reafonably expected their Affairs fhould have taken
rather a better than a worfe Turn. They did noc
fpare either Endeavours or Expoftulations with
the Caboceiro, but to very little Purpofe. At firft,
indecd, he gave them good Words, but by De-
grees all Ceremonies were dropped, and he told
them very plainly, that he did no more than he
had 2 Right.todo; and that he meant for the fu-
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ture to deal not orly on what Terms, and in what
Manner, but with whom he pleafed.

This Declaration needed no Commentary ; and
therefore thofe who were intrufted with the Afri-
can Company’s Concerns, refolved, as the News
of the War between the two Narions was arrived,
and one of his Britannick Majefty’s Ships attually
vpon the Coaft, to recur to the only Means now
left to fer Affairs to rights, which was Force. Ac-
cordingly, at the Requeft of ene cof the Compa-
ny’s principal Agents, the King’s Frigate {tood
in as near the Town of Aunamaboe, as could be
done with Safety, and began to fire upon it. This
had the defired Effect, ar leaft in Appearance; for
the Caboceiro complied with the Terms prefcribed;
and, as he faid, fent all the Frenck Traders outof
the Place s which however was afterwards dif-
covered to be no more than a tempprary Ex-
pedient, fince he only concealed their Perfons and
Effects till fuch Time as the Man of War went
plf the Coaft, and then they appeared and traded
again as openly as ever, from a full Perfuafion
that the Danger was qver ; and that for the future
they had nothing farther to fear.

It was not long, however, before apother of
his Majefty’s Ships arrived upon the Coaft, to
the Caprain of which the like Application was
made on the frican Company’s Behalf, and as
readily complied with. The Company’s Agentat
this time embarked on board the Veffel, and after
a brifk cannonading had put the Place into much
Confufion, he took an Opportunity of fend-
ing a Servant on fhore in whom he could confide,
with 2 Meffage to the Caboceiro, importing, that
%5 he had always valued himfelf upon being an
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Englifhinan, and that the Nation was now at War
with the Frenck, it was not only improper but
unlawful for him to correfpond with them. At the
fame time he put him in mind of his former
good Correfpondence with the Company, the
fincere Regard they had aiways fhewn for him, and
the great readinels on their Parc to forget what was
paft, and to renew their old Friendfhip.

The Negrpe Cabogeiro received their Meflage
with great chearfulnefs and fatisfaction ; he ac-
knowledged the Cafe was very fairly ftated, buc
infifted vpon the kind Ufage his Son had met
with in Frence, and the Currage ard Infule thac
had been offered him by rhe Captain, who, un-
der Colour of carrying his Child to be educated in
England, had fold him for a Slave, which Fa¢t
he looked upon as fufficient to releafe him from all
former Obligations. 1dowever, in regard he was
full an Englifbinan, he was highly pleafed to find
that he was treated as fuch ; and that, provided
fatisfaction was made for the Injuftice that had
been done him, he was very willing that Things
between them fhould be once more fet vpon their
former Foor, and that there was no need of Force
‘to compel him to a Meafure, which was of alf
others the moft fuitable to his natural Inclination.
Tris eafy to fee that this was a fatisfactory An-
fwer, and gave Grounds fufficient to enter into @
Negotiation.

‘The Terms of the new Agreement were not
long -in feutling ; for old Fncndf}ups are fome-
timts like old China, when the Pieces are properly
applied and well riverted they are fironger than at
~firft, - 1t was promifed to the Caboceiro. Fobn, that
rhc Company would enquire after “and recover his
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Son, that he (hould becarried to England and taken
care of there, after which he fhould be alfo fenc fafely
home.  All other Difputes were likewife regulated
to the mutual Satisfaction of the Parties, the Cabo-
ceiroonly infifting that no Violence fhould be offered
to the Perfons of the Freach Traders,whom, under
Colour of being forced to it by the Englifb, he cut
off from all Commerce, and thereby compelled
them to furrender to the Company’s Servants, by
whom they were fent, as had been flipulated, in
great fatety down to /#hvdaza.

Thus this Affair terminated much to the Ad-
vantage of the Company, but fo that they were
obliged to take upon them the fatisfaction of an In-
ury in which they had not the leaft Concern ; and
to this the Company will be always liable, becaufe
in _4frica, as well as in England, they are confi-
dered as a corporate Body, to which Application
may be always made, and who are at all Times
anfwerable to the feveral Negroe Governments up-
on the Coaft for the Conduét and Behaviour of
the Britifb Nation, which is a Point highly de-
ferving Notice.

Before we come to mention the finding and re-
deeming the Son of the Caboceiro of Annamatoe,
it may not be amifs to give a fignal Inllance of
Generofity of Mind, and a truly great Spirit, in the
Father of the fprightly Negroe, who lives with our
young Heroas his Companion.  This Man in his
own Country is ftiled the Englifb Caboceiro 5 for it
is to be obferved, that tho’ Fobx Corrente is fliled
the Caboceiro, by way of Excellence or Diltinction,
the old Term of Braffo not being now much in
vfe; yet he governs his Jittle Territory by the Ad-
vice of the other Heads of Families, who areigllelg
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{tiled Cadoceiros, and who form a Council, that,
in a politer State, would be called a Sewate or
Regency.

Amongft thefe fome arz particularly appointed
for the managing and tranfacting Affairs with dif-
ferent Nations, and hence the Tutle of the Englifh
Caboceiro is beftowed upon him who manages
wich the Englifb Company, and confers, as Oc-
caflion requires, with their Agents and Servants.
This Man having always profefled a fincere and
hearty Regard for our Nation, applied himfelf to
the Gentleman who negotiated and concluded the
Agreement that has been jult mentioned; and
after previoufly oblerving how much Credic the
French had obtained by their good Ufage of one
of his Countrymen, and what an Odium had been
thrown upon the Englifh, on the fcore of felling
that young Man’s Brother, he told him, he hada
Propofal to make, which was this ; That asit was
impoffible to forefee what Difficulties would arife
in executing literally what had been promifed to
Foba Corrente, he voluntarily offered his own
Son to accompany him to England, that it might
appear they had ftill a Confidence in the Nation,
and the Company ; nor did he give himfelf any
Concern about the manner of his Treatment, which
he left entirely to the good Pleafure of the Perfon

_to whom he recommended him. < But, faid ke,
< when he comes back, be fure to afford him a
¢ Lace Coat, atleaft as fine as that which was
¢ beftowed by the Fremch, that our People here
« may be undeceived, and freed from their Pre-
< judices infavour of the one, and to the difcredit
<« of the other Nation. This, continued be; is the
¢ oply Method I can contrive for the Service of

“¢ thofe
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thofe to whom I have always profefled a Friend-
fhip, and fhall efteem it my greateft Happine(s
if one of my Family can in any Degree conuibute
to reftore the good Opinios; that I could always
*¢ wifh my Countiymen might entertain of the
¢ People of Englend.”

This was certainly as clear and fignal a Proof
of Gratitude and Relfped, as it wis in the Power
of Man to give, and is a fufficient Demonftration
of . the important Confequences that ateend a judi-
cious and humane Behaviour towards diftanc and
barbarous Nations ; a Thing long ago obferved,
and ftrongly recommended by the beft Writers
upon Trade; and more efpecially by Sir Fofich
Child, than whom no Man ever underltood the
Subject better. We may therefore very readily
imagine that the Offer was willingly embraced, and
the ftrongeft Aflurances given to the Fuglifh Cas
boceiro, that his Son fhould be well treated, fent
home fafe, and that the Point of the laced Coat;
fhould alfo be properly attended to.

To fome indeed thele will appear very trivial
Things, and by them fmall Regard will be had
to a People capable of being influenced, even in
the moft important Affairs, by Circumftances of
fo lictle Moment.  But Perfons of ftronger Heads
will fee it in another Light : and find no Difficulty
in difcovering, that wich all the Advantages of
Sagaciry and Politenefs, other Nations are as much
affected by Things which are ac che bottom of as
lictle Signicance ; for what are thofe great Points, of
Sule, Rank, and Ceremony in all publick Nego-
tiations, but /aced Coats, if beheld in a critical and
impartial View ? ) :

‘When

<

-
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YWhen the Seafon come in which this Agent of
the Royal African Company was to return to the
Wefp-Indies, and from thence to take his Paffage
homes- the Englifb Caboceiro, in ftri¢t Compli-
ance with his Promife, fent his Son along with him,
who was treated in the Voyage, as he has been
ever fince, with all the Kindnefs and Regard pol-
fible. Upon their Arrival at Barbndou, the Son
of ‘the Caboceiro of Annamaboe wwas without much
Difficulty found, and avaluable Confideration being
given to the Gentleman who bought him, he was
happily reftored to Liberty, and to his former
good Opinion of the Candour of the Britfo Na-
tion. - For the Pains taken on kis Behalf, and the
great Zeal- exprefled to wipe off the Afperfion:
occafioned by bhis ill' Ufage, fatisfed him - fully
that his: Misfortune befel him from the Diipofition
of a fingle Perfon, and was entirely difapproved by
Englifbmen of every Denomination ; thole even of !
the loweft Rank expreffing a juft Difdain of fuch
iniquitous Praices; not more incompatible with
the Doétrines of Religion, or the Principles of.
Morality, than with the natural Candour and Ge-
nerofity of a true Englifb Soul ; to which, the
young Priace has been clearly convinced that the
Ufage he met with was no juft Exception. i
.- After he was once reftored to his Freedom,. -
and the Nature of his Cafe became publick, every :
body expreffed an Inclination to fee him, and all. .
who. faw him were charmed with his Behaviour:
and Addrefs. - He ‘was continually expatiating on.
the Juftice, Kindnefs, and Goodnefs'of thofe who
had taken fo much Pains to find him out in his’
low Candition, and to deliver him from the Load:
f his Misfortunes 5 bx;_tI he rather affected Silence

with
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with Refpe€t to the Author of them, and when-
ever he was obliged to mention him; did it not
only without any Marks of an outragious Refent-
ment, but with a Decency that could fearce be
expelted, and as if he was confcious that no Ex-
aggeration could make a more lafting Impreffion,
than the fimple and naked Relation of the Fa&
itlelf ; in this without doubt he has thoroughly
fucceeded ; for all Men of good Senfe, and good
Nature, which takes in all who feel the Weight
of what others have unjuftly fuffered, are more
affeted by their own Reflections, than by the
paffionate Expreflions, even of the moft juftifiable
Refentment.

Upon his coming to England his Cafe was pro-
perly reprefented, and the Faéts relating to it juft-
fied by all the neceffary Teftimonies that the
fingular and extraordinary Nature of them, and the
various Circumftances that attended them, . requir-
ed, and which have entitled him to that high-
Protetion, that generous and kind Notice which
has been taken of him, by thofe who have a be-
coming Concern for patural Equity and Juftice,
as well as for the Reputation and Honour of the
Britifh People. This, as every Meafure of the
Kind will be; has been received with a Voice of
univerfal Applaufe ; the Nation has ratified and
confirmed the Retitude of this Attention fhewn
by the Government, and have taken a juft Share
in that wife and well-judged Compaffion, which
the Cafe of this noble and unfortunate Stranger fo
apparently deferved.

It is indeed true, that a Conduét fo rational in
tfelf is not without a Precedent even in the prefent:
‘.R\tjgn, tho' in favour of a Perfor: of lefs Confe-

) ‘ : quence,
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jtience. When the King of Dabomé conquered

daw. and carried away not only Multitudes of
the Natives, but alfo an Exglifoman, whom they
kad very unjuftly made Prifoner, one Capt. Lamé,
then in the African Company’s Service, he treat-
ed him very kindly, and after a long Capuvity
difmiffed him freely with confiderable Prefents ;
and upon his Promife of returning to him, allow-
ed him to take one of his Negroe Subjects called
Tomo, as his Servant. It feems the Captain did
not care to run the Hazard of putting himfelf
once more into the Hands of a Conqueror, whofe
Temper was none of the mildeft; and who was
apt to commit great Cruelties from Caprice; but
however he ought certainly to have fent back
Tomo 5 and his not doing it, gave juft Reafon to
the Negroe Monarch to be very much offended,
as he really was. It was fome Years before this
Matter was clearly underftood in England ; but as
foonas it was underftood, and Tomo broughe by
his Matter to London, due Enquiry was made, the
Negro difcharged from his Service, proper Care
taken of him while he remained here; and as
foon asit could be conveniently done, he was fent
home again, at the Expence of the Government,
as it was highly fitting that he fhould.

Thefe are Matters that will always claim a fuit-
able Regard, not only for the Sake of thofe to
whom fuch Civilities are done, but for our own.
And as there is no Country to which the Fame of
the Brizifb Nation has not been carried by the
Power of our Naval Force, ‘or by the Induftry of
our Merchants, it imports us not a little, thatour”
Humanity and Juftice fhould be as extenfive, as

cichetc he Terror of our Navies, or the Attention’
i H2 ,We
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we have to Trade. It is of as great Cenfequence.
£0 be efteemed, and to be loved, as to be dreaded
or revered ; the former is, and ought to-be- the

ratural Effects of our own Inclinations ; the latter .

can only be right when it is juftified by the Dif-
relpeét or Imuncs we receive from others.

All fingular and furprifing Accidents have a.
general Infuence, for the prefent ; they employ
every Tongue, they affect every Mind when they
happen ; yet Senfations of this Sort are momen-
tary, and univerfal Oblivion, in a fhort Space of
Time, fucceeds to univerfal Admiration: But

this is fometimes not at all expedient 5 for in many

Cales it is very requifite that fuch Phenomena.
fhould be cautioufly examined, and fincerely and
circumftantially recorded. At leatt, thefe Things.

appear in this Light to thofe Minds that recollect ,

the Difturbance it has frequently given them to
meet only with broken Hints, and irreconcileable:
Circumftances of Matters that have happened in
palt Times, which they would be willing to com--
prehend more fully.  This inclines People of fuch
a Difpofition to provide againft the Difappointment.
of Men of the fame Turn in fucceeding Times;
which it is prefumcd will appear not only a rational,
but a laudable Species of induftrious Curiofity.

‘The Subject of this fhort Difcourfe is as good
an Inftance as ean be given of the Kind, inas much.
asin its Cerainty and Importance it is to the full as

confiderable as in Singularity. The greateft and the

beft People in the Kingdom have thought it worthy,
of their Enquiry, and their Enquiries have been
conftantly fucceeded by an entire Satisfalion ;.
their Eyes, their Ears, their Senfes, and their Un-

derftanding have been equally gratified 5, and our .
Africam
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African Prince has appeared fuch from the Grace-
fulnefs of his Perfon, the Noblenefs of his Senti-
ments, the Modefty of his Deportment, and the
grateful Acknowledgments he continually expreffes
for the Juftice that has been done him, and the
Favours that he has received : Circumftances thas
amount to a Kind of natural Demonftration ; and
which, without exceeding the Bounds of Truth,
may be faid to have fpread univerfal Conviction
amongft all who are not wilfully blind and deaf ;
and who lic open only to Convittion of anothet
Kind.

F1N1S
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