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T~J~ur ~ in that Country are built 
with mud-Vi alls, one Story high. The 
Rafters th fuppon the Roof are made 

of Bamboe, which is a light fpungy 
Wood. thefe they lay a great QUa.!1-

tity of Thatch, which in the dry Seafon 
of the Year is like Tinder: 'f et the N a­
tives are fo carders, that many Fires hap_ 
pen in that Sea[on; there having been no 
lefs than five during the two Months I was 
there, in which fome thoufands of their 
Hou[es were burnt down. This carelef­

nels of the Negroes, I judge, chiefly pro­
ceeds [wm the little regard they have [OT 

their Furniture . . For it is very mean, ex­
cept amongft [orne of the principal Peo­
ple, confifiing of Matts to fleep on, 
earthen Pots to boil their Viauals in; 
with a few other things of [mal! value. 
Moreover, the Walls of their Houfes be .. 
ing made of Clay, the Fire does them 
rinher good than hurr, as it bakes them 
harder. And to new cover them it cofts 
but little. So that the Europeans that 
have Faaories in the Town of Jaqueen, are 
often great Sufferers by thefe frequent 

Fires, 

\ 
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The Fire began about tw a ~~thac 
afternoon, in the Feticheer's Houfe, jM: 
oppofite to our Door, whi h immedi­
ately taking Fire, prevented Jur Efcape 
thue war. However in the fir 1: Surprize,. 
I gave my,J3ox of Books and Accounts to 

.~ one of my young Men, who ventured 
through the Door-way with them, tho' 
he was fcorched by the Flanles; and fo 
I luckily faved them. My next care was 
to fave our Gold, which I kept in a large 

1 
( 

Dutch Chell, thinking it fafer there than 
in a Portmanteau, or a fmall Box, which . 
our black Servants might have been temp­
ted to run away with. But, in the hurry, 
I could not find the Key of the Chea, to 
take the Money out; and the Fire having 
taken hold of the Thatch of the room 
wherein it aood, I and the other white 
Man then remaining with me, took it up, 
and carried it into the Apartments be­
longing to the Duke's Women: Where 
we met him and his Brother with many 
People, going to endeavour to fiop the 

- Fire, by unthatching the adjoining Hou[es; 
bm the Flames were got to fuch a head, 

thac 

t . \ 
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that ~gJ we;(e foon forced to fly before 
them. My ~an and I having carried the 
Cheft throu~ feveral windings and turn-
ings in the ~uke's Houfes, we began to 
be quite t~ed, (for it was very, hea.v..y) 
when, juft in the nick of time~e black 
People came running towards us, and the 
way was fo narrow they could not eafily 
pafs by us. . One of there Men I knew, 
who fpoke good Englijh, "fo I defired 
" him and the others to fave the Chefr, 
cc for which I would well reward them." 
He anfwered, " They durft not affift me; 
" being obliged, on no lefs a Penalty than 
" the lo[s of their Heads, to go and fa ve the 
" Duke's Goods." By good fortune I 
had my Cane then hanging on my Wrifr, 
which I ufed to fuch purpofe, that two 
of them immediately took up the Cheft ; 
whereupon I let the other three paAl'y: 
So, with the help of the two Men I had 
obliged to affift us, we got the Cheft at 
lail: over a Wall ten foot high, into the 
Street, and fa to the Dutch Factory in 
Cafety. But we had the Misfortune to 

loCe in our Factory a large quantity of 
2 Goods, 

.-
/ 
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Goods, with all my Nec9IarieJ ... cepc 
what was in the Chell:. A~the Duke's 
hou[es, and the greate!t par i of his Fur­
niture was de!troyed; but 'lis Brother'. 
W{l \Oe p~e[erved, by unth atchinb the Houfel 
that !too) next his Coun. I think, for 

'--- the time thi~ Fire lafted, which was but 
about an hour, nothing could be fiercer 
or quicker; and had it happened in (he 
night, we {hould certainly have been 
burnt; for we could never have found 
Ollf way out. amongfi [0 many Turnings 
and \ lVindings, as were in the Dukes A­
panmeflts. 

When the hurry was pretty well over, 
the Lord of Jaqueen inquired after me, 
being under fome concern about me; for 
he did not fee me as he paffed along in his 
Brother's Rooms: As foon as he was in­
formed of my Safety, he rent a Meifenger 
to enquire, " How I did, after fo fevere 
" a Misfortune?" 

It is remarkable, we could never Jearn 
how this Fire happened, for tho' I ofcen 
prefs'd the Duke to make an inquiry after 
it)yethe always declined it; which I believe 

2 
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was t o£. accolnt of his Brother's Feticheer, 
in whofe F~ilY the Fire began. How-
ever, they \ ere fo wife as not to let them 
repair theit; Houfes, but obliged them to 
build furth r from the Court w 1(lidrbe- -

- longed to the Duke. /' 
Adjoining to the Feticheer's Houfe that 

was burnt, there was a large fquare Court, 
adorned with many handfome Trees thac 
grew round it. In the middle of this 
place frood the Lord of J aqzteen's Fetiche. 
It was made in the faihion of a large 
Hay-cock, and covered over with Tha rch: 
On the top of this was placed a dead Man's 
Scull, before which Offerings were made 
for the Duke's Health and Pre[ervation. 
This Feticbe efcaped being burn'd, tho' 
all the Hou[es adjoining to the Court 
wherein it frood were con[um'd. This 

was cryed up by the People as a great 
Miracle; faying, "Their Lord's God had 
" taken care to preferve his own Houfe :" 
Tho' by what I could judge it was impof­
fible this Feticbe ihould be burn'd, be­
caufe it was at a conilderable difrance 
from the Fire, and guarded by fo many 

Trees 

[ 
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Trees full of Branches and Leaves . .JBut 

it was in vain to argue aga~" ft their Cu· 
perftitious Notion. , 

Af[er this Misfortune, I fc t my Peo­
ple..e..f1 ,board to get them m re neceffa­
,ies; du~g which time I remained in 
the Dutch FaCtory. On their return a­
{bore, I was obliged, tho' much againft 
my will, to take a new-built houfe be­
longing to the Duke, but finding no one 
durft let me one (which it feems had 
been forbidden for the fake of the Duke's 
Advantage) I complied. But what I fear­
ed came to pafs, for we all got Fevers in 
a few days after we had been ill this 

Houfe. 
About ten days after this, another ter-

rible Fire happened, which began in a 
Portuguefe FaClory, and in this manner. A 
Negroe Cook frying fome Fiili in Palm-Oy!, 
the Oyl took fire; and he imprudently 
throwing Water thereon, the Flame of the 
Oyl ran up the fide of the Wall, (for the 
Negroe Ho~fes have no Chimneys) and in­
ftantly fired the Thatch. Whereupon, 
the Wind then blowing very freili, it 

fpread 

t. 
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fpreaa in a moment and confumed, in two 
hours time, one third of the Town, in 
which fiood feveral thoufands of their little 
Houfes: However, this did not ceme near 

F .a. ' /~ 
our auory. / ' 

Soon after this, my Peopk:;grew fo bad, 
that I was obliged to fend them on board 
the Ship, and have others ailiore in their 
room: In a little while after, the Houfe 
we had been burnt out of, being repaired, 
we removed into it; and by this means 
had the Opportunity of feeing daily thou­
fands of People bring Bamboes and Thatch, 
to repair the Duke's Roufes with; it be­
ing the Cufiom of the Country fo to do, 
whe~ either their Lord or his Brother 
wants it. But the noife of the People's 
Mufick, and antick dancing, on this oc­
cahon, gave me much Difiurbance: More­
over, Trade continuing frill very dull, it 
gave me no little concern; and having 
got rid of my Fever for a few days, it re­
turned , again. Being in thefe unhappy 
Circumfiances, I received advice, that two 
of my Owner's Ships were arrived in the 
Road of J aqueen. Whereupon I left my 

L Factory) 
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Factory, and went on board my Ship; 
and there, {he Commanders of the other 
two and I agreed, (, Ie would be for our 
" Owner's Interefi that I lhould go di­
" r'~'erly\for England." So, delivering to 
one of thert\' what Negroes I had on Board, 
and receiving what Elephants Teeth, and 
Gold they had, I left the Road of 'Jaqueen 
the firft day of May: And having had a 
fine Paff"age, in which I intirely loft my 
Fever, and recovered my Strength a little, 
I arrived fafe in the River of 'Thames the 
13th of 'July 173 0 • 

.. 

AD .. 
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ADDITIONS 
To the foregoing ACr}Jtt1Zt. 

A s the Publicatio~ of this .Book has 
been deferred nil the Wmter Sea­

fon, it may not be unacceptable to the 
Reader, to have a farther Account of the 
King of Dah(}me, according to the latefl: 
Advices come from thofe Parts. 

I ended the firil Book with an account 
of that King's having concluded a Peace 
with the moil powerful of his ~nemies, )' 
the King of J-oe. This put th« Europe­
ans then refiding at Jaqueen in great 
hopes, that thofe Countries would be 
fetded, and Trade flouri!h again; tho' at 
my departure from that Place, in May I 

1730, I [a w bu t little profpeCt of it: And 
indeed it has been quite ruined {ince,' by 
the DeilruCtion of the Country of Ja .. ,/ 
ql(eenl on the 22d of March 173l-2. 

L 2 For 
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r For the King of Dahomebeing a remefs 

ambitious Prince, inftead of endeavouring 
(after the concluding of the Peace with 

. the J-oes) to fettle his conquered Coun. 
trie~ ....!-;.e marched_ far. Inland again!l: a 

I Nation C'alled the l~ooJ. 
Thefe People valian-tiY defended them'; 

felves for many Months, having retired 
.amongft their Mountains and Woods, 
where they were befieged by the Dahomes. 
The rainy Seafon coming on, the Da­
!,Jome Soldiers were defirous of returning 
to their own Counery, but the King was 
pighly incenfed at it, and pur feveral of 
the principal Officers to death, only for 
mentioning it to him. This caufed great 
Murmurings in the Army, which were 
increafed by their Sufferings from the 
Rains; fo that fome qf his O~ptains . de­
ferred him with many Soldiers, amongft 
whom WaS one of his Sons, who fled 

.;' with four thoufand Me~ to the King of 
Weemey. 

Finding himfelf in thefe Circumftances, 
pe reColved to make one grand Effort 
fhe rahoos, in which he prevailed; 
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tho' he beat them out of their Fai1:neifes, 
he gain'd little by it, they making a brave 
Retreat, in which his wearied Soldiers 
could not pur[ue them; and foon after he 
returned to his own Country, With the 
lofs of moil: of his Forces and of his Re- ../ 
putation. 

At this the People of Jaqueen were not 
a little pleafed ; for they always ftood in 
fear of him, but now began to entertain 
Hopes, he might at laft be deftroyed. 

There refided at that Place, a Dutch \1 
Gentleman named Mynheer Hertog. This 
Perf on carried on a cOl1fiderable Trade , 
with the help of his black Servants, into 
feveral diitant Countries, by means of a 
River that runs from Jaqueen into the 
Bay of Bennin. Having gained a great 
influence over the King of Jaqueen, they / 
often confulted together, fending private 
MefTages by the Traders to the King of 
Weemey, and other neighbouring Princes, 
to itir them up againit the King of Da-
home, and withal fupplied them with Am­
munmon. Of this the King of Dahome 
having received Intelligence) and alfo that 

. L 3 the 
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the People of J a}ueen were going to bolta 

-../ a Fortification by the DireclioAS of tbo 
e~rapeans refiding there; he tefolved (0. 

anack them, in order to be rev~ngoo. 
Thei)etter to deceive them, he g<lve­

out, that he intended a fecond Expedi­
tion far inland: And to blind the JaqueeT4 
Spi,es, he gave Order to his General to 
march towards the inland Parts, but in the 
Night the Army wheeled about, and widt 
great Expedition (tho' there were abovct 
ilfteen thoufand men in this.; Army) they 
came by the way of Whidaw to Jaqueen; 
without being difcovered, till they were­
j.ufr entring the LO-WD. 

" As the People of Jaqueen frood always 
in dread of the King of Dahome, (as I 
have juft now mention'd) they kept in 
readinefs a great many Cal1noes in the River· 
that runs on the back part of the Town, 
t.o fave themCelves, in cafe they lllOuld be 
~£tacked and defeated. But being now 
furprized, they had little time to provide 
for their own Safety: Ho.wever, the King 
and many of his principal People efcaped 
in the Cannoes, to an Itland he had for-

tified 
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tified againfl: fuch an Acd~ent, and which 
lies in the middle of the River towards 
Appah. By that means he efcaped the v' 
fury of the Dahomes; but he 10ft all his 
Riches, and, to add . to his Misrortune, 
his Mother, (that was highly reverenced 
by him and his People) was taken Prifoner 
by the Enemy, and carried to the King 
of Dahome; and what became of her af­
terwards is unknown. 

Mynheer Hertog, the Dutch Chief, Was 
at dinner, when the Dahomes entered the 
'Fown; And knowing how obnoxious he 
had made himfelf {Q their King, he im­
mediately fled, being defended by four 
hundred of his People from the Enemy, 
till he got into a Cannoe; and then they 
iliifted for themfelves. He loft every 
thing in the FaCtory, which at that time 
was full of European Goads to a very great / 
Value. This Gentleman efcaped to Ap­
pah, which lies on the Sea Coaft, about 
ten Leagues to the eaftward of Jaqueen. 
He was kindly received by the King and 
People, who have a greac.averfion for the 
Dahomes. ' 

L4 In 
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A In the Town 6;f Jaquun the Conque-
rors met with a fieat deal of Plunder, the 
Inhabitants not having had time to carry 
any thing away. But not fatisfied with 
this, t~y made, according to their bar­
barous Cufiom, a terrible Carnage of the 

J People; and to compleat the Dellruction 
of the Country, fet all the Towns and 
Villages on fire. 

There were at this time in Jaqueen 
feveral Europeans, who fared little betrer 
than the Natives; their Factories being 

~ plundered of every thing. Amongll the 
rell there was Captain Robert More Com­
mander of the Squirrel Galley, belonging 
to the late Humphrey Morrice Efq; This 
Gentleman being taken Prifoner with the 
white Men in his Factory, (as the French 
and Portugzttje alfo were in theirs) was 

'obliged to travel with them to the King 
., of Dahome, who then reuded at Ardra, 

about fifty Miles within Land. And they 
were not fo much as provided with Ham­
mocks, or any other Carriages, but for­
ced to walk on Joot in the [corching Sun, 
which had like to have kill'd them. 

3 Upon 
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Upon their appearing i*ore the King, 

Captain More complaine~of his hard 
ufage ; telling his Majefty, " They had 
« had no ViCtuals nor any Refreihment 
" fince they had been taken Pri.iP.ners." 
The King thereupon rofe up, and went 
into an inner room j whence coming oue 
again with a Hatchet in his Hand, the 
fight of it fo fr ightned fame of the Por­
tuguefe, that they fell on their Knees to 
implore his Mercy; imagining their Heads 
were going to be cut off. But Captain 
More feverely upbraiding them for their 
cowardly Behaviour,fodi{graceful to White 
Men, they cofe up : And had foon after 
the pleafure of feeing a {mall Calk of Beef 
opened with it, and feveral pieces ordered 
to be dre[s'd for . them. This Cafk. of 
Beef, it feerns, was found by the Soldiers 
in the Captain's FaCtory, and rent up with 
other P lunder, to the King, the day 
before. 

Then they were difiributed according 
to their different Nations, and Pl)t under 
the care of feve ral great Men. Captain 
More and his People were delivered (0 

AI/egee> . 
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.AJJegee the EniJ./h Cabocier; (a'!J he was 
termed) that i-.;, 'the Perfon appoiftt'ed to" 

Trade wil'h them in panicular. This 
black Gel'l't~emnn treated: iliem· wirh great 
Civility.; but' they had the Mortification, 
a few days afrel', to hear, he was feized 
and beheacied; tho' they could never learn 
the Caufe. 

It feems the King of Dahome is grown 
exceedingly cruel tbwards his People, be­
ing always fufpicious, tl4at Plors and (;on-

':It {piracies are carrying on againf! him: So 
that he frequently cuts off fome of his 
great Men on bare Surmifcs. This, ad­
ded, to the many Difappaintments he has 
met with 'from the 1-oes, has fa faured his 
'Jfemper, thathe is likewife greatly aIrered 
towards the Europeans, as Captain More 
experienced. For this Gentleman had 
been at his Camp formerly, ar.d was 
known to him [60n after the Conqueft of 
Whidaw, as I have related in the former 
part of this Hook. 

Befides, both King and People continue 
as favage as ever, tho' they have con­
verfed for feverai. Years paft with white 

l\len. 
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Men. For one day the f ouncil having 
begged a Captive, his ~<fjefiy readi-lyJ 
gave them one, whom 'they -killed and 
feafied on. 

But to return to Captaim' More: . FIe: 
and the other Europeans I havrng conti­
nued a good while Prifoners; 'Mi. D eatt. ' 
the African Company's Governor _ of tne 
F ort at Whidaw, came to Ardra, and in .. 
terceded with the King for them : Re­
prefenting, " As they had been at J a-
" queen only on account of T r-ade, it was 
" very unjufl: to detain them." With thefe 
and many other Arguments, he at lafi 
obtained their Freedom : And a Guard /' 
was ordered to fee Captain More fafe down 
t o Jaqueen. Bl!lt he reflecting. on the 
hard ufage he had received at that place 
from the Soldiers, when at fidl: taken 
Pri[oner; and that they fiill were en­
camped there, he chofe to go by the way 
of Whidaw: From whence he got on 
board a French Ship, and borrowed their 
Boat, which carried him to his own Ship, 
that lay in tbe Road of Jaquem. 

From 
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-t From this iq,d the foregoing Account 

the Reader mGf'obferve, that_ .pow all the 
Countries near the Sea fide, which the 
King of Dahome could poffibly geJ at are 
not onJ.y conquered, but alfo turned into 
Defolation, with the Inland Pares, in fo 
terrible a: manner, that there is no Prof­
peet of Trade's reviving there again for 
many Years, or at leaft {o long as the Con­
queror lives. What little there is, is car-

l/ ried on chiefly at Appah, a place feeured 
from him by a Morafs and a River. 

The End oj BOOK 1. 

BOOK 
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BOOK II. 
The manner how the Negroes become 

Slaves. The Numbers of them 
yearly exported from Guinea to 
America. The Lawfulnifs oj f 

that T'rade. Mutinies among 
them on board the Ships where 
the Author has been, &c. I 

BE FOR E I give a particular Re­
lation of the feveral Mutinies a- I 
mong the Negroe Slaves, where­

of I have been a Witnefs, and which is J 

to be the chief SubjeCl: of this prefenc 
Book, it will be very proper co prefix a 
iliore account of the Manner how (he Ne­
groes become Slaves; what Numbers of 
~l1<::m an: yearly exported from Guinea; 

, . and 

I -
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and then offer a-few words in Jullification I 
of that Trad~ 

The man- As for the Manner how thofe Peoplo 
ner how become Sla~; it may be reduced under 
the Ne-
groes be- thefe .kveral Heads. ~ 
~~::s. I. It has been the Cullom among the 

Negroes, time OUt of Mind, and is fo to this 
day, for them to make Slaves of all the 
Captives they take in War. Now, be .. 
fore they had an Opportunity of felling 
them to the white People, they were ofren 
obliged to kill great Multitudes, when 
they had taken more than they could well 
employ in their own Plantations, for fear 
they {bonld rebel, and endanger their 
Mafrers Safety. 

2dly. Mofi Crimes amongfi them are 
puniChed by MulCts and Fines; and if 
the Offender has not wherewithal to pay 
his Fine, he is fold for a Slave: This is 
the PraCtice of the inland People, as well 
~s of thofe on the Sea fide. 

3d!)'. Debtors who refufe to pay their 
Debts, or are infolvenr, are likewifeliable 
to be made Slaves; but their Friends may 
redee~them; And if they are not able or 

willing 



and the Sltvve n.·ade. 159 
' I 

willing to do itt, then theY1~~generalIy fold 
for the Benefit of their Cteditors. But few 
of thefe corne into the hands of the Euro­
peans, being kept by their Countrymen for 
their own ufe. . 

4thly. I have been told, That it is com­
mon for fome inland People, to fell their 
Children for Slaves, tho' they are under 
no Neceffity for fo doing; which 1 am 
inclined to believe. But I never ob[erved, 
that the People near the Sea Co~ft prac­
tife this, unlefs compelled thereto by ex.,. 
treme Want and Famine, as the People 
of Wbidaw have lately been. 

Now, by thefe means it is that [0 many Number 

f ofNt'groes 
o the Negroes become Slaves, and more exported. 

efpecially by being taken Captives in War. 
Of thefe the Number is fo great, that I 
may fafely affirm, without any Exagge-
ration, that the Europeans of all Nations, 
that trade to the Coafr of Gui1Ua, have, 
in fome Years, exported at leafr [even ty I 
thou[and. And tho' this may no doubt 
be thought at firft hearing a prodigious 
Number; yet when ' tis confidered how 
gre~t the E4tenc of this Coaft is) namely 

from 
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LawfUl­
nefs of 
that 
Trade. 

A new .AcCIJN.IJt if Guinea, 
from Cape Verd.t~ Angola; which is about 
four thoufand l~iles in length; and that 
Polygamy is aUo ",ed in general amongO: 
them, by which means the Countries arc 
full Of People, I hope it will not be 
thought improbable that fa many are 
yearly exported from thence. 

Several Objections have often been 
raifed againft the Lawfulnefs of this 
Trade, -which I Chall not here undertake 
(0 refute. I Chall only obferve in general, 
That tho' to traffick in human Creatures, 
may at firft fight appear barbarous, in. 

~ human, and unnatural; yet the Traders 
herein have as much to plead in their 
own Excufe, as can be faid for fome 
other Branches of Trade, namely, the Ad­
<"Jantage of it: And that not only in re­
gard of the Merchants, but al[o of the 
Slaves themfelves, as will plainly appear 
from thefe following Rcafons. 

Firfi, It is evidenr, that abundance of 
". ,f _ ,. 'Captives, taken in War, would be inhu­

,. -. ",.1" J.- 111anly delho'fed, was there nor an Op-
*'f ~ ., 

:' " ' .... : -_ .~_ : .. portunity of difpofing of rhem (0 the 
, ' - .. <i~ .. " Europeom. So that at leaft many Lives arc:: 
t.~ ". 'l" ~ • fa veo; 
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[avecl~ and great Num b,~~s of ufeful Per-
[oas kept in be~ I 

Secondly, When t , ey are carried to the 
'1..,= J- J 7. 

Plantations, they geperally live much bet- t .. ~ f • '\ 
ter tl1ere; than they ever did 1n their ~ y. ... ... " 

own Country; for as the rianters pay a 
great price for them, 'tis their int<~refi to 
take care of them. 

#I' ... "- 'j. ~ 

n ... "e. "h 

" \.~ '0 c:- /' 

Thirdly, By this means the Englijh 
Plantations have been [0 much Improved, 
that ;tis afmoil: incredible, what great ,6A'-" 

Advantages have accrue~ to the Nation ;; ,,'" : ' :,"--:' 
thereby; efpecially to the Sugar Ijlands, O"T ~ '- ~, • 

which lying in.a Climate near as hot as the 
Coaft ofGuihed,the Negroes are fitter to cul-
tivate the Lands there, than white People. 

Then as to the Criminals amongfi the 
Negroes, they are by this means effectually 
tranfporred, never to return again i a Be­
nefit whIch we very mu{;h want he re. 

In. a word, from this Trade proceed 

\
Benefits, far outweighing all, either real 

l
or pretended Mifchiefs and lncon venien­
cies. And, let the woril: that can, be [aid 
of i~) it will be found, like all other eanhly 
Adv'antages, tempered with a mixtllre of , 
Good and Evil. M I ... 
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Mutinies I come now to ~'ive ~ceount of the' 
among the I .y" 

!'J~groes, Mutinies (hat have ~pened on board the 

Smh~he Ships where I have '_en. 
IpS . 

where the Thef(': Mutinies ate generally oeca-
~~ti:;:n. fioned by the Sailors ill ufag€ of thefe poor 

. . . People, when on board the Ships where­
in they are tranfported to our Plantations. 
Wherever therefore I have commanded, 
it has been my principal Care, to have the 
Negroes on board my Ship kindly ufed; and 
I have always !l:riCl:ly eharg~d my white 
People to treat them with Humanity and 
Tendernefs: In which I have ofual1y found 
my Account, both in keeping them from 
mutinying, and preferving them in health. 

And whereas it may feem ftrange to 
thore that are. unacquainted with the me­
thod of managing them, how we can 
-carry fo many hundreds together in a fmall 
Ship, and keep (hem in order; I lballjufi: 
mention what is generally praCtlfed. 
When we purchafe grown People, I ac­
quaint them by the Interpreter, " That, 
" now they are become my Property, I 
" think fit to let them know what they 
H are bought for, that they may be eafy 

." in 
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l' in their Min~(F9 :hefe 'poor People 
are generally unde~ rnble Ap~rehenfi ... 
bns upon their bein bought by wh1ce 
Men, many being !fraid that Wl: 'defign 
to eat them; which, I have Heen told, is 
a !tory much credited by the \rihnd Ne­
groes;} " S~ after informing 'thein, That 
(, they are bought to till the Ground in 
'c our Country, with {everal other tyiat­
" ten; I then acquaint them, how they 
« are to behave themfelves on bO,ard, to­
U wards the white Men; that if anyone 
ct abufes them, 'they are to cqmplain to 
(' the Linguifi, who is to inform me of 
(,. it, 'and 1 will do them Juftice: But if 
" they make a Difiurbance, or offer tei 
" ihike a whi te Man, they mufi expect 
" to be feverely puniilied." - - , 

When we purchafe the ffegroes, we 
couple the fiurdy Men wgethtr with Jrons ,; 
but we fuffer th~ Women and Children to 
go freely about j And foon after we have 
faWd from the Coafi, we undo all the 
Mens Irons. -- \ 

They are fed twice a day, and are 
1I11owed in fair Weather to come on Deck 

M 2 2t 
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at feven a clock 1 the Mormng, and to 

~ 
. 

remain there, if e fhfn'k proper, till 
Sun ferring. Ever - onday Morning they 
are ferv~d wi~h Pipe¥nd Tobacco~ whic~ 
they are very fond of. The Men Negroe~ 
lodge fepal'ate from the Women and Chil­
dren; and the places where they all lye 
are cleaned every day, fome white Men 
being apPQinted co fee them do it. 

It would be tedious co the Reader as 
well as (0 my felf, fllould I relate all the 
Particulars of our Management of them, 
and the Care we take fo keep them in 
health and order; wherefore I fball con­
clude with this remark, That if a Com-. 
mander is himfelf well inclined, and haS' 
good Officers to execute his Orders, the 
Negtoes on board may be eafily governed i 
and many Pifficulties (which unavoidably 
arire amongft fuch Numbers) got over ' 
with a little trouble. 

The firfi Mutiny I raw among tbe Ne­
groes, happened during ' my firfi Voyag~, 
in the Year 1704. It was on board the 
Eagle Galley ,of London, commanded by 
my Fathert with whom I was as Purfer. 

We 
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We :had bought our N~groes in the Ri ver . 

'Of Old callaba~~':::"'. the l3a~ 0: Guinet]. At 
the time of thtm utlnytng we were 
,in that River, havi g four huaqred 9f 
them on board, an& not above tedo whice 
Men who were able to do Service: For 
feveral of our Ship?s Company were deild, 
and many more fick; befides,. tWQ of Qur 
Boats were jufi then gone with t'rVe1ve 
People on Shore to fetch Wood, which 
lay in fight of the -Ship. All thefe Cir­
cumfrances put the Negroes on confulring 
how to mutiny, which they did at fQut-
a clock in the Afternoon, juft as they went 
to Supper. But as we had alwaY$ care­
fully examined the Mens Irons, both 
Morning and Evening, none had got them 
off, which in a great meafure contributed 
to our Prefervation. Three white Me!l 
flood on the Watch with Cutlaces in their 
Hands. One of them who was o~ the 
Forecafrle, a fiout fellow, feeing fo~e 
of the Men Negroes take hold of the 
chief Mate, in order to throw him over 
boa~d, he Jaid on them fa heartily Witfl 
the flat fide of h,is Cut!a~e, thac they fbon 

. 1'v1 3 . <luicc\!q 
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. quitted the Mat(, who efcaped from 
them, and run -OR ' th~arter Deck to 

get Arms. I was ~~l fick with an Ague~ 
and lying on a Cpu h in the gteat Cabbin, 
the Fi~ being juft ome on. However, 
J n~ fooner heard the Outcry, That the 
Sla'ves were mutinying, but I took tWO 

riftols, /lnd run on the Deck with them; 
where meeting with my F~ther and the 
chief Mate, I delivered a pjftol to each 
of them. Whereupon they w~nt forward 
on the Booms, calling to the Negroe Men 
that were on the Forecaftle; but they 
did not regarrl their Thre;lts, being bufy 
with the Cencry, (who had difengaged 
the chief Mate,) and they would have 
certainly killed him with his own Cutlace, 
could they have got it from him; but 
they could not break the Line wherewith 
the Handle was fafteped to his Wrifi. 
And [0, tho' they had feized him, yet 
they could not make ufe of his Cutlace. 
Being thus difappointed, they endeavoured 
to throw him overboard, but he held [0 

f;a by o-ne of them that they could not 
~o~t. My fath~r fe~ing thi~ i1:out Man 

i9 
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in [0 much Danger, ventured amongft the 
Negroes, to faw-j1im; and fired his Pifiol 
over their Hea&~\~thinking to frighten 
them. But a lufty 'ave firuc~ him with 
a Billet fa hard, tho t he was almofi frun-
ned. The Slave was going to repeat the 
Blow, when a young Lad about feventeen 
years old, whom we had been kind to, 
interpofed his Arm, and received the 
Blow, by which his Arm-bone was frac-
tured. At the fame infiant the Mate fired 
his Pifiol, and iliot the Negroe that had 
firuck my Father. At the fight of this 
the Mutiny ceafed, and all the Men-ne-
groes on the Forecafl:le threw themfelves 
flat on their Faces, crying out for Mercy. 

Upon examining into the matter, we 
found, there were not above twenty Men 
Slaves concerned in this Mutiny; and the 
two Ringleaders were miffing, having, it 
feems, jumped overboard as foon as they 
found their ProjeCt defeated, and were 
drowned. This was all the La[s we [uf­

fered on this occafiop: For the Negro~ 
that was iliot by the Mate, the Surgeon, 
beyonq all Exp~Ctation, curell. And I 

. M 4 haq 
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had the good F orfune to lofe my Ague, 

. by the fright and hurr~ was put iqto. 
Moreover, the youD ' Man, who had 
received the Blow 0' his Arm to fave my 
Father" was cured b ( the Surgeon in our 
Paifage to Virginia. At pur Arrival in 
that place we ga ve him his Freedom; and a 
worthy Gentleman, one Colonel Carter, 
took him into his Service, till he hecame 
well enough a~quail1(ed in the Country 
~o provide for hirnfelf. 

I have been feveral Voyages, when 
tbere has been no Attempt made; by our 
Negroes to mJ.]tipy; which, I believe, 
was owing chiefly, to their being kindly 
ufed, and to my Officers Care in keeping 
a good Watch. But fometimes we meet 
vvith frout fiubborn People amopgfi them, 
who are nev~r to qe m~de cafy; aQd th~fe 
~re generally [orne of the Cormantines. a 
Nation of the Gold Coafl. I went in the 
year 172 I, in the Henry of London.. :l, 

Voyage to that pare of the Co41, and 
bought a good many of thefe People. We 
were obliged to fecure them very well in 
lrons, anq \lVatch them narrowly: Yet 

theJ.. 
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they neverthelefs mutinied, tho' they had 
little profpect of~(~cceeding. I lay at that 
time near a place cJled Mumfort on the 
Gold-Cocljt, haying 0t::' five hundred Ne­
groes 00 board, thre/ hundred o£ which 
were Men. OUf Sip's Company Con­
fified of fifty white People, all in healrh: 
And I had very good Officers; [0 that I 
was very eafy in all refpeCts. 

This Mutiny began at Midnight (the 
1\1oon then lhining very bright) in this 
manner. Tvvo Men that fioad Gentry 
~t the Fore:-harch way, where the Men 
Slaves came up to go to the hou[e of Of­
fice, permitted foUr to go to that place; 
but negleCted to lay the Gratings again, 
as they {bould ):lave done: Whereupon 
four more :t;kgroes came on Deck, who 
pad got ;ttieir Irons off, and the four in 
lhe hoilfe of Office having done the [arne, 
all tbe eight fell on the two C entries, 
who immediately called out for help. The 
N,egroes endeavoured to get their Cutlaces 
from theIll, but the Lineyards (that is the 
~ines by which the handlesof the Cutlaces 
Were fafined to' the Mens Wrifl:s) were"fo " 

twifted 
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twified in the Scuffie, that they could not 
get them off before we me to their A(.. 

fifl-ance. The Ne r s perceiving feveral 
white Men comi 2: towards them, with 
Arms in their hands, quitted the Centries, 
and jumped over the hip's fide into the Sea. 

I being by this time come forward on 
the Deck> my firO: care was to fecure the 
Gratings, to pr,event any more Negroes 
from coming up; and then I ordered Peo­
ple to get into ' the Boar, and fave thofe 
that had jumped over-board, which they 
luckily did; For they found them all 
clinging to the C;lbles the Ship was 
moored by. ' • 

After we had fecured thefe People, I 
~alled ' the Linguifis, and ordered them 
to bid the Men-Negroes q!!~ween Decks 
be quiet j (for there was a great noife 
amongfi them.) On their being filent, l 
aiked, "What had induced them to mu­
~, tiny? They anfwered, I w~s ~ great 
C

C Rogue to buy them, in order to carry 
" them away from ,their iown Country; 
" and that they were refolved to regain 
:~ their Liberty if pollible." I replie~, 

5 '~ Th'lt 
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" That they had forfeited their Freeciom 
~, before I bought them, either by Crimes, 
" or by being takei~ in War, according to 

,( the Cufrom of the?, Country; and they 
Ce being now lPy PrcnPerty, I was .refolved 
~, to let them fed my Refentment, if 
" they abufed my Kindnefs: Aiking at the 
" [arne time, Whether they had been ill 
" ufed by the white Men, or had wanted 
" for any thing the Ship afforded ?" To 
this they replied, " They had nothing to 
« complain of." Then I obferved to them, 
" That if they fhould gain their Point 
'e find efcape to th~e Shore, it would be 
cc no Advantage to them, becaufe their 
" Countrymen would catch them, and 
H fell them to other Ships." This ferved 
my purpo[e, and they feemed to be con­
vinced of their Faulr, begging, " I would 
" forgive them, and promifing for the 
,e future to be obedient, and never mu-
" tiny again, if I would not punilb them 
" this time." This I readily granted, and 
fo they went to ileep. When Day-light 
came we called the Men Negroes up on . 
peck l and examinirg their Irons) fou~d 

them 

-" 
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them aU fecure. So [his Affair happily 
.ended, which I was very glad of; for there 
People are the ftourelf and moil fenfible 
Negroes on the Coa!\,: Neither are they fo 
weak 36 to imagine ~~ others do, that we 
buy them to eat them; being fatisfled we 
carry them to work in our Plantations, 
as they do in their own Country. 

However, a few days after this, we 
difcovered they ~ere plotting again1 and 
preparing to mutiny. Fo~ fume of the 
Ringleaders propofed to one of our Lin­
guifts, If he could procure them an Ax, 
they would cut the Gables the Ship rid by 
in the night; and fo on her driving (as 
they imagined) aQlore, · they iliould get 
out of our hands, aFld then would become 
his Servanti as long as they lived. 

For the better underftanding of this I 
mull: obferve here, that thefe Linguifis 
are Natives and Freemen of the Country, 
whom we hire on account of their fpeak­
ing good EngliJh, during the time we re­
main trading on the Coaft; and they are 
likewife Brokers bet\veen us and ,the black 
Merchants. 
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This Linguift was fo hQnefi: as t:o ac­

quaint me wIth wh~f had 'been propofed 
to him; and ~dvifed me to keep a lhid: 
Watch over tbe Slav~ s: For tho' he had 
reprefented to themb the fame ,a; I had 
done on their mutiny-ing before, That 
they would be all catch'd again, and fold ' 
to other Ships, in. cafe they could carry 
their Point, and get on Shore; yet it had 
no effect upon them. 

This gave me a go~)(i deal od.1neafi­
~efs. For i knew fc:weral Voyag,es had 
proved unfuccefsful by Mutini~s; as they 
occafioned either the rotallofs of the Ship 
and the white Mens Lives; or at leaft by 
rendring it abfolutel y .neceifary to kill or 
wound a great number of the Slaves, in 
order to prevent a total De!l:ruCtion. 
Moreover, I knew many of thefe Corman­
tine Negroes de[pi[ed Puniihment, and 
even Death it feif : It having often hap­
pened at Barbatjoe; and other IO.ands, that 
on their being any ways hardly dealt with, 
to break them of their Stubbornnefs in 
refufing to work, twenty or more have 
hatlg'Q tbemfelves at a time in a Planrari-

on. 
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on. However, abOut a Month after this, 
a fad Accident happened, that brought 
our Slaves to be ~ore orderly, a?d put' 
them in a better Tfmper: And It WllS 

this. On our going from Mumfort to 
Annamaboe, which is the principal part on 
(he Gold Goa), I met there with another 
of my Owner~ Ships, called the Eliza­
beth. One Captain 'I'hompfonthat com­
manded her WflS dead; asalfo his chief 
Mate I Moreover the Ship liad afterwards 
been taken~t Cape Lahoe on the windward 
Coall:, hy Roberts the Pirate, with whom 
feveral of the Sailors belonging to her had 
entered. However, fome of the Pirates had 
hindered the Cargoe's being plundered, and 
obtained ,that the' Ship {bould be refiored 
to the fecondMate: Telling him, ,( They 
" did it out of refpect to the generous Cha:' 
" racrer his Owner bore, in doing good 
(, to poor Sailors." 

When I met with this "eifel I had al~ 
moll: difpofed of my Ship's Car-goe; and 
the Elizabeth being under my Direction, 
I acqtlainted the fecondMate, who then 
commanded her, That I thought it for 

our 
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our Owner's Intereft, to take the Slaves 
from on board him, being about 120,into 
my Ship; and then go off the Co aft ; and 
that I would deliver hiT at the fame ,time 
the Remains of my C'argoe, for him to 

difpofe of with his own after I was failed .. 
This he readily complied with, but told 
me, "He feared his Ship's Company 
" would mutiny, and oppofe my taking 
c< the Slaves from him:" And indeed, they 
came at that infiam in a Body on the 
~arter-deck; where one {poke far the 
reft, telling rile plainly, " . they would not 
c'i allow the Slaves to be taken out by me," 
I found by this they had loft all refpect 
for their prefent Commander, who indeed 
was a weak Man. However1 I calmly 
aiked the teafon, " Why they offered to 
CC oppofe my taking the Slaves ?,,- To 
which they anfwered, " I had no bufinefs 
.< with them." On this I d€fired the 
Captain to fend to his Scrutore, for the 
Book of Infiruetions Captain 'ThompJon 
had received from our Owner ; and he 
read to them, at my requeft, that Parr~ 
in which their former ·Captain, or his 

S.u€ceifor 
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Succeifor (.in cafe of Death) was to fo1 •. 
low my Orders. Hereupon th~y all cried 
oui, " they !bould remain a great while: 
, loqger on the toaft to purchafe more: 

(, Slaves, if! took lhefe from them, whicJa. 
" they were refoived to oppoCe/' I aQ'" 
fwered, " That fuch of the Ship's Conw 
" pany as defired it, I would receive o'lf 
&c board my own; where they fuoul" 
(C have the fame Wages' they had at pre .. 
c, fent on board the Elizabet~, and I wou~ 
" fend [orne of my own People to [upplJ 
cc their Places." This fo reafonable a.Dt 
Offer was refufed, one of the Men wh 
was the Ship's Cooper telling me, tha 
the Slaves had been on board a long tim 
and they had great Friend!bip wit.h them 
therefore they would keep them. I aiked. 
him, " Whether he had ever been on the. 
Coaft of Guinea b.efore? He replied no 
Then I told him, " I [uppofed he had not 
cc his way of talking, and advifed him noc 
" to rely on the Friend!bipof the 
(C which he might have reafon to repen." 
c' of when too late." And 'lis 
able this veryperfon w~ kiJJed by 

5 
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the next Night, as lhall be prefemly re-
lated. 

So finding that reafoning with thefe 
Men was to no Purpofe, I told them, 
" When I came wi1h my Boats to fetch 
" the Slaves, they lhoulq find me as re­
" folute to chafrife fuch ~f them as lhould 
" dare to oppofe me, as I had been con, 
" defcending to convince them by argu­
" ing calmly." So I took my leave of 
their Captain, telling him, "I would 
cc come neXt Morning to finiili the Af­
" fair." 

But that very Night, which was near 
a month alter the Mutiny all board of us 
at MumJort, the Moon !hining now very 
bright, as it did then, we heard, about 
ten a Clock, two or three Mufquers fired 
on board the Elizabeth. Upon that I or­
dered all our Boats ' to be manned, and 
having fecured every thing in our Ship, 
to prevent our Slaves from mutinying, I 
went my felf in our Pinnace, (the 
other BoalS following me) on board the 
Elizabetb. In our way we faw two Ne­
groes fwimming from her, but before we 

N could 
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could reach them with our Boats, fame 
Sharks rofe from the bottom, and tore 
them in Pieces. We came prefently along 
the fide of the Ship, where we found two 
Men-Negroes holdin~ by a Rope, with 
their Heads juft above water; they were 
afraid, it feems, to fwim from the Ship's 
fide, having feen their Companions de­
voured juft before by the Sharks. Thefe 
tWO Slaves we took into our Boat, and 
then went into the Ship, where we found 

- the Negroes very quiet, and all under 
Deck; but the Ship's Company was on 
the ~rter-deck, in a great Confufion, 
faying, " The Cooper. who had been 
" placed centry at the Fore-hatch way, 
" over the Men-Negroes, was, they be­
" lieved, kill'd by them." I was furprized 
to hear this, wondring thllt thefe cowardly 
fellows, who had fo vigoroufly oppoCed 
my taking the Slaves out, a few hours 
before, had not Courage enough to ven­
ture forward, to fave their Ship-mate; 
but had fecured themfelves by ihutting 
the Quarter-deck-door, where they all 
frood with Arms in their Hands. So 1 

went 
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went to the fore-part of the Ship with 
fame of my People, and there we found 
the Cooper lying on his back quite dead, 
his Scull being cleft afunder ~ith a 
Hatchet that lay by~im. At the fight of 
this I called for the Linguifi, and bid him 
afk the Negroes between Decks, « Who 
" had killed the white Man ?" They an­
fwered, "They knew nothing of the 
" matter; for there had been no defigll 
" of mutinying amongfi them :" Which 
upon Examination we found true; for 
above one hundred of the Negroes then 
on board, being bought to Windward, 
did not underftand a word of the Gold-
Coaft Language, and fa had not been in . 
the Plot. But this Mutiny was contrived I 
by a few Cormantee-Negroes, who had been \ 
purchafed about two or three days before. 
At laft, one of the two Men-Negroes we 
had taken up along the Ship fide, im­
peached .his Companion, and he . readily 
confeffed he had kill'd the Cooper, with 
no other View, but that he and his Coun­
trymen might e[cape undifcovered by 
fwimming on Shore. Foran their coming 

N 2 upon 
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upon Deck, they obferved, that all the 
white Men fet to watch were afleep; and 
ha v jng found the Cook's Hatchet by the 
Fire-p~ace, he took it up, not defigning 
then to do any Mifchief with it; but 
pafiing by the Cooper, who was cemry, 
and he beginning to awake, the Negroe 
railily firuck him on the head with it, 
and then jump'd overboard. Upon this 
frank Confefiion, the white Men would 
have cut him to Pieces; but I preven­
ted it, and carried him to my own 
Ship. Early the next morning, I went 
on board the Elizabeth with my Boats, 
and rent away all the Negroes then in 
her, into my own Ship: not one of the 
other Ship's Company offering to oppofe 
it. Two of them, the Carpenter and 
Steward, de fired to go with me, which 
I readily granted; and by way of Security 
for the future Succefs of the Voyage, I 
put my chief Mate, and four of my under 
Officers (with their own Confent,) on 
board the Elizaheth; and they arrived, 
about five Months after this, at Jamaica, 
having difpofedof moil part of the Cargoe. 

After 
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After having fent the Slaves 0ut of the 

Eliz abeth, as I have juft now mentioned, 
I went on board my own Ship; and there 
being then in the Road of Anamaboe, eight 
fail of Ships befides ps, I fent an 'Officer 
in my Boat to the Commanders of them, 
" To defire their Company on board my 
,< Ship, becaufe I had an Affair of great 
cc Confequence to communicate to them:' 

. Soon after, moll: of them were pleafed to 

come ; and I having acquainted them with 
the whole Matter, and they having alfo 
heard the Negroe's Confeffion, "That he 
had killed the white Man ;" They unani­
moufly advifed me to put him to death ; 
arguing, " That Blood required Blood, 
" by all Laws both divine and human ; 
U efpecially as there was in this Cafe the 
r, cleareft Proof, namely the Murderer's 
" Confeffion : Moreover this would in 
" all probability prevent future Mifchiefs ; 
" for by publickly executing this Perf on 
,< at the Ship's Fore-yard Arm, the Ne­
"groes on board their Ships would fee it ; 
« and as they were very much difpofed to 

.. mutiny, it might prevent them from 
N 3 " a~~ 
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" attempting ie." Thefe Reafons, with 
my being in the fame Circumftances, made 
me comply. 

Accordingly we acquainted the Ne­
groe, that he was to die in an hour's time 
for murdering the white Man. He an­
fwered, " He mufi confefs it was a ralh 
" ACtion in him to kill him; but he d{~ 
(C fired me to confider, that if I put him 
" to death, I ihould lofe all the Money I 
" hadpaid for him:' To this I bid the 
Interpreter reply, " That tho' I knew it 
" was cufiomary in his Country to com­
e, mute for Murder by a Sum of Money, 
., yet it was not [0 wirh us; and he 
" fhould find that I had no regard to my 
(C Profit in this refpett: For as foon as 
" an Hour-Glafs, jufi then turned, was 
" run out, he !hould be put to death;" 
At which I obferved he fhewed no Con­
cern. 

Hereupon the other Commanders went 
on board their refpettive Ships, in order 
to have all their Negroes upon Deck at 
the time of Execution, and to inform them 
of the o,,>cauon of it. The Hour-Glafs 

being 
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being run out, the ,Murderer was carried 
on the Ship's Forecaftle, wht:re he had a 
Rope faftened under his Arms, in order 
tQ be hoifted up to the Fore-yard Arm, 
to be (hot to death. This fame of his 
Cduntrymen ob[erving, told him, (as the 
Linguiil: informed me ' afterwards) "That 
" they would not have him be frightened; 
" for it was plain I did not defign to put /1 
cc him to death, otherwife the Rope would 
" have been put about his neck, to hang 
" him." For it [eems they had no thought 
of his being iliot; judging he was only to 

be hoifted up to the Yard-arm, in order 
to [care him: But they immediately [a w 
the contrary; for as (oon as he was 
h6ifted up, ten white Men who were 
placed behind the Barricado on the Quar­
ter-deck, fired their Mu[quets, and in-
ftantly killed him. This ftruck a Cudden 
Damp upon our Negroe-Men, who 
thought, that, on account of my Profit, 
I would not have executed him. 

The Body being let down upon the 
Deck, the Head was cut off, and thrown 
overboard. Thi$ laft part was done, to 

N 4- let 

\ 
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let our Negroes fee, that all who offended 
thus, lhould be ferved in the fame man-

' ner. For many of the Blacks believe, 
that if they are put to death and not dif­
membred, they lhall return again (0 

their own Country, after they are thrown 
overboard. But neither the Perfon that 
was e~ecuted, nor his Countrymen of 
Cormantee (as I underftood afterwards,) 
were fo weak as to believe any fuch thing; 
tho' many I had on board from other 
Countries had that Opinion. 

When the Execution was over, I or­
dered the Linguift to acquaint the Men­
Negroes, " That now they might judge, 
" no one that killed a white Man lhould 
" be fpared :" And I thought proper now 
to acquaint them once for aU, " That if 
" they attempted to mutiny again, I 
" thould be obliged to punith the Ring­
" leaders with death, in order to prevent 
" further Mifchief." Upon this theya11 
promifcd to be obedient, and Iaffured 
them they lhould be kindly ufed, if they 
kept their Promife: which they faithfully 
did. For we !ailed, two days after, from 

Anamaboe 

/ 
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"Anamaboe for Jamaica; and tho' they 
were on board near four Months, frolli 
our going off the Coaft, till they were 
fold at that Hland, they n~ver ga~e us the 
leafi reafon to be jealous of chern; 'which 
doubtlefs was owing to the Executio~ of 
the white Marl's Murderer: 

Thefe three Mutinies, I have here re":' 
lated, are aU that ever happened where 
I was prefent, tho' I have gone many 
Voyages to the Coaft of Guinea. But I 
have heard of feveral, that have ended in 
a very tragical manner. However to 
avoid being tedious, 1 {hall relate only one. 
which is very remarkable, and happen'd 
on board the Ferrers Galley of London Capt. 
MelJer,!)y; who by his over· care, and too 

great Kindnefs to the Negroes on board his 
Ship, was deftroyed by them, and the 
Voyage at laft came to nothing. I met 
this Gentleman at Anamaboe on the Coaft 
of Guinea, in January 1722. At his 
coming on board my Ship, he informed 
me of his good fortune, in that he had 
purchafed near 300 Negroes in a few 
Days, at a place called Cetre-Crue, on 

the 

/ 



186 A nt'1ll ACCOfl~Guinea, 
the windward part of the Coaft of Gui. 
nea; which happened in this manner. . 

It feems the Inhabitants of this place. 
which lies near the Sea-fide, had beeD 
often mifufed by fome inland People, who 
for a long time had treated them in a vil­
lainous manner, whenever they went to 
their Towns with Salt, or any other Com­
modities to fell. For knowing the Peo­
ple of Cetre-Crue, did in a great meafurc 
depend on them for their Food, which 
is Rice, 'they took their Commodities, and 
gave them juft what quantity of Rice 
they pleafed, in exchange. The Cetre­
Crues having long complained of this In-

~~ jury, without red refs, refolved to bear it 
no longer, put to revenge themfelves by 

~: Arms. And they were crowned with 
Succefs, deftroying and taking all the In­
habitants of the principal Town where 
they ufed to go and buy Rice. 

Captain MejJervy happened to anchor 
near Cetre·Crue juft at that time, and had 
the opportunity of purchafing a great many 
of the Captives at an eafy rate. For the 
Conquerors were glad to get fomething 

for 
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for them at that inft~nt, . fince if a Ship 
had nQt been in the Road, they would 
have been obliged to have, killed mofi of 
the Men-Captives; for t~€ir own 'Secu-
rity. 

After the Captain had told me this 
fiory, he defired ~e to fpare him fomG 
Rice, having heard, I had purchafed a 
great many Tuns to the Windward; 
where he had bought little, not expect­
ing to meet with [0 many Slaves. This 
requeft I could not comply with, having 
provided no more than was neceffary for 
my [elf, and for another of my Owner's 
Ships, which I quickly expeCted. And 
underftanding from him, that he had ne­
ver. been on the Coaft of Guinea before, 
I took the liberty to obferve to him. 
" That as he had on board fa many Ne­
(( groes of one Town and Language, it 
"required the utmoft Care and Ma­
" nagement to keep them from mutiny­
" ing; and that I was forry he had [0 

" little Rice for them: For I had experi­
" enced that the Windward Slaves are aI­
~~ ways very fond of it, it being their 

3 '~ ufual 
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" ufual Food in their own Country. 
" and he might certainly expect di1fatif­
" faCtions and Uneafinefs amongR: them 
," for ~ant of a fufficient quantity." 

This he took kindly, and having afked 
my Advice about other Matters, took his 
leave, inviting me to come next day to 
fee him. I went accordingly on board 
his Ship, about three a clock in the after­
noon. At four a clock the Negroes went 
to Supper, and Captain M1Jervy defired 
me to excufe him for a quarter of an 
hour, whilfi he went forward to fee the 
Men-Negroes ferved with ViCl:uals. I 
obferved from the ~arter.Deck, that he 
himfe1f put Pepper-and Palm Oyl amongft 
the Rice they were going to eat. When 
he came back to me, I could not forbear 
obferving to him, "How imprudent it 
" was in him to do fo: For tho' it was 
q proper for a Commander fometimes 
.. to go forward, and obferve how things 
<, were managed; yet he ought to take a 
" proper time, and have a good many of 
" his white People in Arms when he 

" went; 

, 
) 
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(C went; or eIfe the having him fo much 
" in their Power, might incourage the 
(( Slaves to mutiny: For he might depend 
" upon ir, they always aim at the. chief 
" Perfon in the ' Ship, whom they foon 
" difringuiih by the refpect ihown him by' 
(( the reft of the People." 

He thanked me for this Advice, but 
did not feem to relilh it ; faying, c, He 
" thought the old Proverb good, that 
cc :the Mafler's Eye makes the Hop fat." 
We then fell into other Difcourfe, and 
among other things he told the, "He 
" defigned to go away in a few days:" 
Accordingly he failed three days after for 
jqmaica. Some Months after I went for 
that place, where at my arrival I found 
his Ship, and had the following melan­
choly account of his Death, which hap­
pened about ten days after he left the 
Coafr of Guinea in this mahner. 

Being on the Forecaftle of the Ship, 
amongft the Men-Negroes, when they 
were eating their Victuals, they laid hold 
on him, and beat out his Brains with the 

little 
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little Tubs, out of which they' _eat thei! 
boiled Rice. This Mutiny having been 
ploned amongft all the grow~ Negroes 
on board, they run to the fore-part of the 
Ship i~ a body, and endeavoured to force 
the Barricado on the ~arter-Deck, not 
regarding the Mufquets or Half Pikes. 
that were prefented to their Breafis by 
the white Men, through the Loop-holes. 
So that at lall: the chief Mate was obliged 
to order one of the ~arter-deck Guns 
laden with Partridge-Shot, to be fired 
amongft them; which occafioned a ter­
rible DefiruCtion: For there were near 
eighty Negroes kill'd and drowned, many 
jumping overboard when the Gun was 
fired. This indeed put an end to the 
Mutiny, but moll: of the Slaves that re­
mained alive grew fo [uilen, that feveral 
of them were fiarved to death, obfii­
nately refufing to take any Sufienance: 
And after the Ship was arrived at Ja­
maica, they attempted twice to mutiny, 
before the Sale of them began. This 
with their former Miibehaviour coming 

co 

{ 
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to be publickly known, none of the Plan-
ters cared to buy them, tho' offered at a low 
Price. So tpat this proved a very unfuccefs-
ful Voyage, for the Ship was detained 
many Months at Jamaica on thac account, 
and at lafr was loft there in a Hurricane • . 

The End of BOOK II. 

BOOK 
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BOOK III. 
Containing an Account of the Au­

thor's being taken by Pirates, on 
the North part of the Goafl of 
Guinea, in the Bird Galley of 
London, belonging to the late 
Humphrey MorriceEJq; who was 
file Owner of the Jaid Ship. In; 
terJperfed with /everal Inflances 
of the Author's many Deliver­
ances, and narrow EJcap~f from 
Death, during the time he was 
detain'd Prijoner by the Pirates. 

I N the beginning of November, in the 
Year 1718, the late Humphrey Mor­
rice Efq; Merchant of London, a p_ 

pointed me Commander of the Bird Gal­
ley, and gave me Orders to go to Holland, 

o to 

" 
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to take on board a Cargoe for the Coaft 
o£.A(rica: Having [0 done, we were un­
fortunately detained by conrrary. Winds, 
at Helvoet-Slu)'$, till the 10th day' of 
December, when a violent Storm arofe, 
and in the night following forc'd our 
Ship on Shore, with feveral others. 
The Ship, by the Strength of the Wind, 
and . height of the Tide, was carried 
with a great force againft the Dike, 

/ or Bank that fecures the Land from be­
ing overflowed on [ucn high Tides, which 
frighten'd the Inhabitanrs thereabouts not 
a little. Moreover, the Waves made 
her work [0 much on the Ground where 
file was {handed, that when the Tide 
had le~ ~er: we found {he fet {even foot 
deep aGate 111 the Strand; but had the 
Sa~isfaCl:ion to find, on Examination, the 
Ship had received no damage in her bot­
(om. Having unloaded, and hired many 
Boors or Pea [anrs, to dig a Trench of 
near 3 00 Foot in length to the low water 
ulark, we waited [orne time for a high 
Tide; and then getting (he Ship off, car­
ried he/.· into Helvoet-S1ulsPeer. 

Having 
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Having refitted and loaded again, we ~ 

proceeded on our Voyage the latter end 
of lanurary; but the Wind changing by 
the time we were off the I11e of Wight, 
and rifing to a great Storm wefierly; we 
were forced into Spithead; where having 
lain fame time, we failed again with a 
fair Wind, which carried us above 70 
Leagues to the weftward of the Lizard. 
Here a revere Storm of Wind coming up 
at Southweft, obliged us to lye by, under 
a reef'd Mainfail; and it increafed to [uch 
a violent Degree, that we expeCted to be 
[wallowed up every Minute, by the great/' 
Sea which ran Mountains high; but it 
pleafed God, that after 24 Hour~ it be-
gan to abate, and we received n'(~ other 
damage, than the 10fs of the Lyon from 
the Ship's Cut-water, which was wailied 
away by the Sea. 

The Wwd (after this Storm) remain­
ing contrary a long time, with frequent 
hard Gales, obliged us at laft to go for 
Kingfale in Ireland: Where having lain a 
few days, and repaired the Ship's Head, 
with other things that were om of Order, 

o 2 we 
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we failed from that place, with a nor­
therly Wind, the loth day of Mare~ 
1718- I 9, and had a iliort and fint Paffage 
ro the River Sieraleon; on the Nbrth 
Coaft of Guinea, in the Latitude of8 Deg. 
30 Min. where we arrived the firft day 
of April 17 I 9: We met with nothing 
remarkable in our Paffage, except, that 
near the Canary Ijlands, we were chafed 
by a Ship whom we judged to be a Sa/­
lee-Rover; but our Ship oucfailing her, 
they foon gave over the Chafe. . 

There were, at the time of our unfor­
tunate Arrival in (he above mentioned 
l{iv~r, three Pirate Ships, who had then 
taken ten Englijh Ships in that place. 
As it! is neceifary for illuftrating this 
Story; to give an Account how thefe 
three Ships came to meet there, I mull: 
obferve, That the firft of them which 
arrived in the River, was called the RiJ­
ing Sun, one Cocklyn Commander, who 
had not with him above 25 Men. Thefe 
having: been with one Captain Moody, a 
famous Pira.te, fame Months before, in 
a Brigantine, which failed very well, and 

z took 
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took the 'ii./)iJtg Sun, they were marooned 
by him, (~-they call it) that is forced 
~ board that Ship; and deprived of their 

( 

fua~the Plunder, taken formerly by 
the Brigantine. Thefe People being ob­
liged to go away in her, with little Provifi_ 
on and Ammunition, chofe Cocklyn for their 
Commander, and made for the River Siera­
leon; where arriving, they furprized in his 
Sloop, one Segnor J?feph, a black Gentle­
man, who had been formerly in England, 
and was a Perfon of good account in this 
Country. This Man's Ranfom procured 
the Pirates a fufficient fupply of Provi­
fion and Ammunition~ Moreover, ~"" 
ral Brtjlol and other Ships arrivifll!f [oon 
4lfter, were likewife taken; and !\lany of' 
their People entring with the Pirat~s, they 
had, when I fell into their hands, near 80 
Men in all. 

The Crue of the Brigantine, who, 
with their Captain It,1oody, had thus for­
ced their Companions away in the RiJing 
Sun, foon after repenting of that AcH­
on, it bred great Difcontents among them; 
fo that they quarrelled with their Cap-

O 3 tam 

) 
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''fain and fame others, who'< ~hey thought 
the chief Promoters of it ;l!wnd at laft 
forced him} with twelve others

t
. il'lto i't\ 

open Boat, which they bad tak~~ew 
. days before, from the Spaniards of the 

Canary Ijlands; and as they nevor 'Were 
heard of afterwards, doubtlefs t'hey pe­
Tiilied in the Qcean. After this, they 
chofe one Le Boufe a Frenchman for their 
Commander, who carried them to the 
River Sieraleon, where they arrived about 
a Month after their parting with the 
Rijing Sun. 

At the fir!t Appearance, of this Brigan~ 
--' ~it;l.~, Cocklyn and his Crew were under a 

great:-0urprize; but when they undcrfiood 
how :q1OQdy and fQme others had been 
fervedl by them, they cheerfully joined 
,their Brethren in Iniquity. 

On the fame day alfo arrived one Cap­
tain Davis, who had been pirating in a 
Sloop, and had taken a large Ship at the 
Cape de nrd Iilands. He coming into 
Sieraleon with her, it put the other 'cwo 
Pirates into fome fear, believing at firO: 
it w~s a Man of War: But upon difco-

~ vering 
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mafl:-head, which Pirate Ships ufually j 
vering her~l ck Flag at the Iv,Iain-top-

~ifl: to terr fy Merchant-Men; they were 
eaf~~'ir Minds, and a little time after, 
faluted one ano ther with their Cannon . 

This Davis was a generous Man, and 
kept his Crew, which confifted of near 
150 Men, in good order; neit~er had he 
conforted or agreed to join with the others, 
when I was taken by Cocklyn; which 
proved a great Misfortune t'o me, a,s will 
appear afterwards. For l found Cocklyn 

, and his Crew, to pe a fet of the bafefl: and 
moft cruel Villains that ever were. And 
indeed they told me, after I was take ,--­
cc That they chofe him for their ' om-
" mander, on accoUQt of his rutality 
, c and Ignorance; having refolve never 
" (0 have again a Gentleman-like Com. 
" mander, as, they faid, Meody was." 

Upon mentioning this, I think it ne­
ce!fary to obferve in this place, that the 
Captain of a Pirate Ship, is chiefly cho. 
fen to figh t the Ve!fels they may meet with. 
Befides him, they chufe another principal 
Officer, whom they call !?<!farter-mafler, __ 

o 4 ' who 
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-"'Who has the general Infpe'on of all Af­
fairs, and o~ten contr~u1s ~e Captain's 
Orders: This Perfon IS a1[0 · \0. be tit 
firft Man in boarding any Ship ~all 
attack; or go in the Boat on any de[pe­
rate Enterprize. Befides the Captain and 
1!<.!:farter-171afler, the Pirates had all other 
Officers as is u[ual on board Men of 
War. 

1 come now to give an account how 
I was taken by them. The day that 1 
made the Land, when I was within three 
Leagues of the River's Mouth, it became 
calm in the Afternoon. Seeing a Smoke 
<'> Q Shore, I fent for my firfl: Mate Mr. 
s;;;;;.~! .. ones, who had been formerly at 
Sierale ~1, where I had not; "bidding 
c' hi take the Pinnace, and go where 
'c the Smoke was, to enquire of the Na­
cc tives, how Affairs ftood up the River:' 
cc But he replied, ,cc it would be to 1itde • 
" purpofe, for no People lived there: As 
<' co the Smoke we faw, he believed it 

c< might be made by fome Travellers 
. " who were roafting of Oyfters on the . 

~' Shore; . and would be gon~ before he 
" could 
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c( could get a)1ile from the Ship. More-
cc over, as ~ight drew on, it would be 
'~difficul) lor him to find the Ship again." 
T~ this anfwer rea[onable, I did 
not prefs him further; tho' I underftood 
afterwards, there was a Town where the 
Smoke appeared. But I did not then in 
the leaft fufpea Mr. Jones would have 
proved fuch a Villain as he did after­
wards. 

About five a Clock in the Afternoon, a 
fmall Breeze arifing from the Sea,"and the 
Tide of Flood fetting {hong, we ftood for 
the River's Mouth. At Sun-fetting we per­
ceived a Ship at Anchor, a great way ' .0 

the River; which was the Pirate tha oak 
us foon after. The other . tw~ Pirate 
Ships, with their Prizes, were h~d from 
our fight by a Point of Land. · \ 

It becoming calm about [even a Clock, 
and growing dark, we anchor'd in the 
River's Mouth; foon after which I went 
to Supper, with the Officers that ufually 
eat with me. About eight a Clock the 
Officer of the Watch upon Deck, tent 
me word, ' ~ He heard the rowing of a 

" Boat.~: 



f 

~ Q 2 A new Account oj Guil\ea, 

cc Boat." Whereupon ~ll immedi­
ately went upon Deck; and t· night being 
very dark, I ordered Lan,tho 'S and C!i. 
dIes to be got ready, fuppofin~oat 
might come from the Shore with fome 
white Gentlemen, that lived there as 
free Merchants; or eIfe from the Ship we 
had feen up the River a little while before 
we came to an Anchor. I ordered al[o, 
by way of Precaution, the firfi Mate to 
go into the Steerage, to put all things in 
order, and to [end me forthwith twenty 
Men on the !!0arter-deck with fire Arms 
and Cutiaces, which I thought he went 

- - - - bout. 
tt was dark, I could not yet fee the 

Boat, t heard the noife of the rowing 
very pain: Whereupon I ordered the fe. 
cond l\late to hail the Boat, to which the 
People in it anfwered, " They belonged 
" to the Two Friends, Captain Eliot of 
"Barbadoes." At this, one of the Offi­
cers who frood by me, faid, "He 
" knew the Captain very well, and that 
« he commanded a V dfel qf that name." 
I replied, "It might be fo; but I 

" would 
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,c would not ):ruft any Boat in [uch a 
" place t a~'d ordered him to haften the 
F~ Mat~ with the People and Arms 
up~~, as I had juft before ordered. 
By this time our Lanthorns and Candles 
were brought up, and I ordered the 
Boat to be hailed again: To which the 
People in it anfwered, " They were from 
~, America:" And at the fame time fired 
a volly of fmall Shot at the Ship, tho~ 
they were then above Piftol {bot from us; 
which {bowed the Boldnefs of thefe Vil­
lains: For there was in the Boat only 
twelve of them, as I underftood after­
wards, who knew nothing of the s~ren rh 
of our Ship; which was indeed cq der-
able, we having 16 Guns, and 45 Men 
on board. But as they told me af~er we 
were taken, " They judged we were a 
" fmall Veffe! of little force. Moreover, 
" they depended on the fame good for~ 
cc tune as in the other Ships they had 
" taken; having met with no refiftance; 
I' , For the People were generally glad of 
I' an opportunity of enrring with them :". 
Whi(::h laft was b\l t tpo tr\le. 

When 
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When they fidl: began to fire, I called 

aloud co the firft Mate. to fi~ at the Boat 
out of the Steerage Port-h~s; wh",h 
not being done, and the peopl~ or­
dered lipan Deck with {mall Arms not 
appearing, · I was extremely furprized; 
and the more, when an Officer came and 
told me, cc The People would not take 
ct· Arms." I went thereupon down into 
the Steerage, where I faw a great many 
of them looking at one another. Little 
thinking that my firft Mate had prevent­
ed them from taking Arms, I a1ked them 
with fame Roughnefs, "Why they had 
" not obeyed my Orders?" Calling upon 
~ bri1k Fellows by name, that had 
gone ~ former Voyage with me, to de­
fend the Ship, faying, , " It would be 
.e the

t 
greatell: Reproach in the World to 

.e us all, if we iliould be taken by a Boat." 
Some of them replied. "They would 
" have taken Arms, but the Chell: they 
c' werp kept in could not be found." 
The rea[on of which will be related here­
after. 
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By this tirpe the ;Boac was along the 

Ship's Side, pnd there being no body to 
o~fe tl:i'm, the Pirates immediately 
boarb~us; and coming on the ~r­
ter-deck, fired their Pieces feveral times 
down into the Steerage, and iliot a Sailor 
in the Reins, of which Wound he died 
afterwards. They likewife threw feveral 
Granado.fhells, which budl: amongfi us, 
fo that 'tis a great wonder feveral of us 
were not killed . by them, or by their 
Shot. 

At lafi fome of our People bethought 
themfelves to call out for R!:farter; which 
the Pirates granting, the ~arter-mfJ!l.:!r 
came down into the Steerage, en~ring, 
" Where the Captain was?" I to'ld him, 
<c I had been fo till now." Upon ~hat he 
aiked me, " How I durfi order my Peo­
ce pIe to fire at their Boat out of the 
" Steerage? faying, that they had heard 
cc me repeat it feveral times." I an[wer­
ed, " I thought it my Duty to defend 
" the Ship, if my People would have 
"fought." Upon that he prefented a 
Pinol to my Breaft, which I had but jufi 

time 
~ --
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time .to parry before it went off; [0 thaC 
the Bullet paft between my Si,Pe and ArQl 
The Rogue finding he had n'·~J!~ot ~e 
he turned the Bur-end of the 1>i~ and I 
gave me fuch a Blow on the Head ai 
ftunned me; fo that I fell upon m'j I 

Knees; but immediately recovering my 
felf, I forthwith jumped out of the Steer .. 
age upon the ~arter-deck, where the 
Pirate Boatfwain was. 

He was a bloody Villain, having a few 
days before killed a poor Sailor, becaufe he 
did not do fomething fa [oon as he had or. 
dered him. This cruel Monfter was aik­
in~me of my People, « Where their 
Capt~ was:' So at my coming upon 
Deck, one of them, pointing to me, faid, 
" Thtire he is." Tho' the night was very 
dark, yet there being four Lanthorns 
with Candles, he had 'a full fight of me : 
Whereupon lifting up hiB broad Sword, 
he fwore, " No Quarter ihould be given 
" to any Captain that offered to defend 
" his Ship," aiming at the fame time a 
full {hoke at my Head. To avoid it I 
ftooped fo low, that the Quarrcr-deck 

Rail 
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Rail received the Blow; and was cu t in 
at Jeail: an 'nch deep: Which happily 

-favl-'l'IJmp!ead from being clefc afunder: 
And the ~word breaking at the fame 
time. with the force of the Blow on tbe 
Rail, it prevented his cutting me to 
pieces. 

By good Fortune his Piftols, that hung 
at his Girdle, were all difcharged; other~ 
wife he would doubdefs have iliot me. 
But he took one of them, and with the 
But-end endeavoured to beat out my 
Brains, which fome of my People thac 
were then on the Quarter-deck obferv­
ing, cried out aloud, " For God's fakCl 
" don't kill our Captain, for we/fever 
« were with a better Man," This turned 
the Rage of him and two other P)rates 
on my People, and faved my Life: But 
they cruelly ufed my poor Men, cutting 
and beating them unmercifully. One of 
them had his Chin almoft cut off; and 
another received fuch a Wound on his 
Head, that he fell on the Deck as dead; 

\ 
bllt afterwards, by the care of our Sur-
geon he recovered. 

All 

j 
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All thIs Qappen'd in a few Minut 

and the ~arter-mafier then coming up; 
ordered the Pirates to tie \-me Pe~le'l 
Hands, and [Old me, " Tha(~d. thCf 
" boarded us, they let their Boat gq 
" adrift, and that I mull: fend an Officer, 
" with fome of my People in our Boat to 
" look for theirs." Whereupon my fir&, 
Mate, Mr. Simon Jones, who frood by. 
offered to go: And the ~rter-mall:er 
telling him, ,e He mull: return quickly~ ' 
(C otherwife he ihould judge that they 
'e were run away with the Boat, in or~ 
Ce der to go on Shore; and if they did 
(C [0 he would cut me to pieces :" Mr", 
JOfle, replied, " He would not ll:ay abov 
" a quarter of an, Hour, but return whe 
ce ther he found the Boat or oot." Ha 

o 
pily for me he foon found her, and 
returned (tho' it was very dark) in left 
time than he had promifed. 

Then the Q..uaner-mafter took me by 
the hand, and told me, " My Life was 
" fafe provided none of my People com­
ce plained againft me." I replied, .e I was 

~ " fure none of them could:: 
The 
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The Pirates next, loaded aU' their fmall 

Arms, and fired feveral Vollies for Joy 
rlhey had.o:~aken us: Which their Com~ 
ra~s~~~oard their Ship hearing, it be­
ing then very neftr us, tho' we could noc 
fee it for the darknefs of the Night, they 
concluded we had made Refiftance, and 
defiroyed their People. 

It will be proper to obferve here, thac 
foon after we had anchored in the Mouth 
of the River Sieraleon, it became calm; 
and the Tide of Ebb beginning to come 
down, the Pirates cut their Cable, and 
let their Ship drive down wilh the Tide 
towards us, from the place where we had 
feen her at anchor; having fometime 
before rent their Boat againft the Tide of 
Flood, to difcover us. The Ship being 
by that means come near us, and 'feeing 
our Lights, without aiking any Quefii­
ons, gave us a Broad-fide with their great 
Guns; verily believing we had deftroyed 
their Boat and People. This put the 
Pirates on board us into Confufion, which 
I obferving, aiked the Quarter-maller, 
~~ Why he did not call with the fpeak~ 

p ~' ing 

- - J 
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" ing Trumpet, and tell their Ship they 
" had taken us?" Upon that he allied me 
angrily, " Whether I was afr~id of go,-, 
" ing to the Devil by a great S~. RSr, 
« as to his part, he hoped he lhould be 
" fent to Hell one of thefe days by a 
" Cannon Ball." I anfwered, " I hoped 
" that wou Id not be my Road:' How­
ever, he followed my Advice, and in­
formed their Ship, " They had taken a 
" brave Prize, with all manner of good 
~' Liquors and frelh Provifions on board." 

J ufr after this, Cockh'n, the Pirate Cap"­
tain, 'ordered them to drefs a quantity of 
there Victuals; fo they took many Ceefe, 
Turkeys, Fowls and Ducks, making our 
People cut their Heads off, and pull the 
great Feathers out of their Wings: But 
they would not fray till the other Fea­
thers were pick'd off. All thefe they 
put into our great Furnace, which would 
boil Victuals for 500 Negroes, together 
with feveral Wejlphalia Hams, aDd a Jarge 
Sow with Pig, which they only bow. 
eIled, leaving the Hair on. This ftrange 
medky filled the -Furnace, and the 

. .f Cook 
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C(l)ok was ordered to boil tnem out of 
Hand. 

o As [9.0n as the Pirate-fbip had dOhe 

£r~, I bked the ~arter-mafter's leave, 
for our Surgeon to drefs my poor Peopllll 
that had been wounded; and I likewife 
went inro the Steerage, to have my Arm 
drefs'd, it being very much bruifed by the 
Blow given me by the Pirate-Boatfwain. 
Juft after that, a perf on came to me from 
the ~arter-mafter, defiring to know; 
" W hat a Clock it was by my Watch [" , 
Which judging to be a civil way of de­
manding ir, I rent it him immediately ~ 
defiring the Meifenger to tell him, ic 
was a very good going Gold Watch. 
When it was delivered to the ~larrer. 
malter, he held it up by the Chain, and 

'. prefently laid it down on the Deck, giv-
ing it a kick with his Foot; faying, " It 
CI was a pretty Foot-ball: On which, one 
of the Pirates caugh t it up, faying, "fie 
<c would put it in the common Cheft CO 

~I be fold at the Malt. 
I would not mention {ueh trifling Cir~ 

cumftances1 but that I judge they [erv,\ t:.o 
. p z fhe~-

J 
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{hew the Humours and Temper of thefe 
fort of People. 

By this time I was loudly call~if uppn 
to go on board the Pirate~{hip . .,!-!' As {bon 
as I came upon Deck, they hurried me 
over our Ship's fide into the Boat; but 
when we arrived along the fide of 
the Pirate-Verrel, I told them, " I was 
" difabled in my Arm, and fa defired 
" their help to get me into their Ship:" 
Which was readily done. Then I was 
ordered to go on the Quarter-deck to 
their Commander, who [aluted me in this 
manner. "I am [orry you have met 
" with bad urage after Quarter given, 
" but 'tis the Fortune of War fome­
'c times. I expeCt: you will anfwer truly 
cc to ttIl fuch Queftions as I {hall aik you: 
'c otherwife you {hall be cut to pieces; 
" but if you tell die Truth, and your 
" Men make no Complaints againft you, 
" you ihall be kindly ufed; and this {hall 
" b~ the beft Voyage you ever made in 
" your Life, as you {hall find by what 
« ihdl be given you." I thanked him 

-c-...fu"i~is good Intentions, telling him, " I 
~~ waf 



i 

and the Slave Trade. 2 I 3 

IiC was content to ftand on the footing he 
~' had propofed to me:" 
~mg. anfwered all his Queft~ons, ?ne 

of which was, " How our Ship faded 
" both large, and on a wind ?" I replying, 
« Very well:" He then threw up his 
Hat, faying, "Sbe would make a 
" fine Pirate Man of War." When I 
heard that, I muft own I could not but 
be concern'd for having anfwered fo truly 
in that particular: But then confidering, 
that fome of my People would no doubt 
have told them the fame; and moreover, 
my Journal,when they look'd into ir,would 
have made it plainly appear, which 
might have proved my Deftruction, I fa­
tisfied my Mind with thefe Reflections. 

As, in this whole Affair, I grea>rly ex­
perienced the Providence of Alm~hty 
God, I in his Goodnefs delivering me 
from the hands of thefe Villains,) and 
from many Dangers; [0 the fame .good 
Providence gave me fuch a prefeoce of 
Mind, thac when I believed I wafl upon 
the point of being killed, [uch ri~errors 
did not arife, as I had formerly experi ... 

p 3 enced~ 
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eneed, when..ip danger of Shipwrack 
And tho' I fared very hard, and endured 
great Fatigues during the ti~I "rfvas 
there Prifoner; yet praifed be God, I 
enjoyed my Health: Submitting with that 
Refign:uion to the Will of the Almighty, 
as a Man ought to do in fuch fevere 
Misfortunes. 

Bu't to rerum to my Narrative, which 
the Remembrance of my paft Dangers 
hath interrupted. 

As foon as I had done anfwering the 
Captain's ~eftions, a tall Man, with 
four Piftols in his Girdle, and a broad 
Sword in his Hand, came to me on the 
~rter-de~k, telling me, (\ His name 
" was James GriJfin, and that we had 
( belln School-fellows." Tho' I remem­
brecl him very well; yet having formerly 
hefrd, it had proved fatal (0 fame who 
ha€l been takell by Pirates, to own any 
Kn\ wledge of them; I replied, " I could 
" nut remember any fuch Perfon by 
H na tne.~' Upon that he mentioned forne 
boyif) Pranks that had formerly pafs'd 
~~ween us. But 1 Hill denying any 

Know~ 
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Knowledge of him, he told me, cc He 
~e ~~~ed I took him to be one of the 
e' ~ra~Ctew, becaufiI faw him armed 
" in that manner; but that he was a 
" forc'd Man, and had been lately chief 
" Mate to Captain 'James Creichto12 of 
" Briflol; who was then, with his Ship, 
(C in the Po!feffion of the Pirates in the 
" River, and had not been deftroyed by 
" them, at his earneft intreaty: That lince 
" his being forced, they had obliged him 
" to aCt as Mafter of the Pirate-!hip; 
" and the rea[on of his being [0 armed, 
« was to prevent their impoling on him ; 
c, for there was hardly any amongft the 
" Crew of Pirates belonging to Captain 
" Cocklyn, but what were cruel Villains; 
" mi[uling much better Men than ·5em-
" [elves, only for having the Misfo. tune 
" to fall into their Hands, as I ha ' al-
ec ready experienced, and might j iud 
" hereafter; but he would him[elfJ ake 
cc care of me that nIght, in which ~OUld 
" be my greateft Danger; becaufei any 
.e of their People would [oon get l runk 
t< with the good Liquors found itl·.~~;: _ 
~ Ship.~'. P 4- This. 
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This generous Declaration was very 

acceptable to me, and I then readily own­
ed my former "fcquaimanc~ w~h'~m. 
Then he turned to Capeaifi" Cocklyn. 
and defired a Bowl of Punch might be 
made. Which being done, the Captain 
de fired Mr. Grijjin my Schoolfellow to 
!how me the way to the great Cab bin, 
and he followed himfelf. 

There was not in the Cabbin either 
Chair, or any thing elfe to fie upon; for 

. they always kept a clear Ship ready for 
an Engagement: So a Carpet was [pread 
on the Deck, upon which we [at down 
crofs-legg'd. Captain Cocklyn drank my 
Health, defiring, " I would not be caft 
" down at my Misfortune, for one of 
" the Boat's Crew who had taken us had 
" to}4 hIm, My Ship's Company in gene­
" r t f fpoke well of me; and they had 
<' Goods enough left in the Ships they 
ft h\\d taken [0 make a Man of me," 
The\. he drank feveral orher Healths. 
amon1i(l which was that .of t~e Preten­
der, J.J the name of KIng James the 
!Jj.r;:t;; and thereby I found they were 

. 
, " 
'/ 

doubly 
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doubly on the fide of the Gallows, both 
as Traitors and Pirates. 

2 I 7~ 

~..Dg by this tir, 'e Midnight, my 
SchoolfeTI'5~ defired the Captain, "To 
" have a Hammock hung up for me to 
" Deep in;" for it feems everyone lay 
rough} as they €alled ie, that is, on the 
Deck; the Captain himfelf not being al­
lowed a Bed. This being granted} and 
[oon after done, I rook leave of the Cap­
tain, and got into the Hammock, tho' I 
could not Deep in my melancholy Cir­
cumftances. Moreover, the execrable 
Oaths and Blafphemies I heard among 
the Ship's Company, lhock'd me to fuch 
a degree, that in Hell it felf I thought 
there could not be worfe; for tho' many 
Seafaring Men are given to fweari g and 
taking God's Name in vain, yet I ould 
not have imagined, human Nature ~~uld 
ever fo far degenerate, as to talk in the 
ma;Jner thofe abandoned Wretches d:i . 

After I was got into the Ham ock , 
Mr. Gl'ifjin, according ro his PI mife, 
walked by me, with his broad S~ . rd in 
his Hand, to protect me from In;,-.:~,:~. 

4 Some 
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Some time' after, it being about twe" 
clock in the li:~ ... '{ning. the Pirat~oat­

Jwain (that attempted to l&L;tft'e~en 
. taken) came on board very drunk, and 
being told I was in a Hammock" he camel 
with his Cutlace near me. My generous 
Schoolfellow aiked ,him what he wa!l,(ed? 
he anfwered, " To flice my Liver, for I 
(I was a vile Dog, for ordering my Peo­
e( pIe to fire on their Boat; neither would 
(r I dtliver my Watch when the ~ar­
" termajler fidl: deni.anded if." Upon 
hearing thar, I told Mr. Grfff/n, ct The 
" laft was falfe, for I had immediately 
" fent it by a MelTenger, who onlyaiked, 
" what a clock it was? fuppofing the 
" Quarter-mafter expeCted it". Then 
Gri/fj.. {t bid the Boatfwain keep his Dif­
tanre, or elfe he would cleave his heacl 
a!i~der with his Broad Sword. Ne. 
ver hele[s, that bloody-minded Villain 
ca .~ on to kill me; but Mr. Grijjin ftruck 
at hi'~ with his Sword, from which he 
had ~r. \1arrow E[cape, and then ran away: 

~':ay unmolefted till day light. By that 
(lme the Fumes of the Liquor being gone 

off 

-- • .1 



/ 
J 

and the Slave 'trade. 2 I 9, 
I offby Sleep amomt moO: of ) he Pirates, 
11 Mr.ii;jjfin complained/~~ ~arter­

rnMle~ ~ompany, of the cru el Inten-
tion of the Boatfwain towards me; reJ 

pre[eming, "They ought to obferve 
U "firiB:ly that Maxim eO:abliilied amongft 

" them, not to permit any ill ufage to 
J "their Prifoners after Quarter given:' 

At the hearing of this, many of them 
voted for his being whipp'd, tho' he was 
a great Favourite of feveral others. But 
tho' I wiili'd him hang'd in my Mind 
yet I ~hought it prudent to plead for him; 
faying, " I believed it was his being in 
" Liquor that was the caufe of his uung 
" me in that manner." So he received a 

n general Order, not to give me the lealt 
Offence afterwards: Yet did tha\ vile 

Wretch attempt once more to kiU m~) as 
{hall be related in its due place. I 

I come now to relate, How Mr. S , non 
} 

Jones, my fidt Mate, and ten of mYf ' \lIen 
entred with the Pirates. The MCI ;ling 
after we were taken, he came t6 m" and 
faid, " His Circumltances were h,'d at 
~~ h~)rne : Moreover, he had a Wife whom 

" he 
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" he coul~ not love; and for thefe Rea .. 
cc fans he hd~red with the Pirates, and 
(c figned their Nrticles." I~t1y 
furprized at this Declaration, and told 
him, "I was very forry to hear it, for I be4 
" liev'd he would repent when too late; and 
" as he had taken this Refolution ralhly. 
" without communicating it to me, aU 
,<-< I could fay now would be to no Pur­
'c pofe; neither would it be proper for 
" me, for the future, to have any Di(4 
" courfe with him in private." I faw 
this poor Man afterwards defpifed by hilt 
Brethren in Iniquity; and have fince been 
informed, he died a few Months after 
they left the River Sieraleo1Z. However, 
I muil: do him the Juil:ice to own, He 
l1eve r; {hewed any Difre[peCl: to me; and 
the ,.e:n People he perfuaded co enter with..) 
hi .1, remained very civil CO me, and of\' 
t11 ' \r own accord, always manned the 

I . 
fide for me, whenever I went on board 

'. 
the \hip they belonged to. 

Se [eral of thefe unhappy People foon 
after epented, and defired me co intercede 

" for" them, that they might be deare 
again' 

/ 
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again; for they durfi not th:niflves men-
tion it to the Quarter-ma~. it being 
deaI~thelr Articles :,<t3ut it was too 
nice a .~ for me to deal in; and 
therefore I refufed them. 

Some days after this, one of thefe poor 
Men, whofe name was 'I'homas Wilder, 
difcovered things to me, of which I only 
had a fufpicion before. After curfing 
Mr. Jones for perfuading him to enter 
with the Pirates, he faid to me, c: That 
" feveral times in the Night-watch, be. 
" fore we came to Sieraleo7zr he had heard 
LC him fay, That he hoped we jhould meet 
(C with Pirates-when we came to that River; 
it which he then thought to be fpoken 
(C only in jefi; but now he found it too 
« true". As I feemed not to believe this , 
he called another of our People" who 
confirmed what he had told me. "11ten 
" I afked them the Rea[on why 'Jhe 
" Chefi of Arms was put our of the p':ace 
" where it ufually frood at the Steerage; 
'c and where it was hid in the rirr'~ we 
« were taken?" They an[ wered, J " I 
(~ mi&ht remember, that the Morning 

(' we 
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" we mad~ L.: and, Iordered the Steerage 
« to be c~d; to do which all the; 
"Cheils there', were car~ed.;..~ellJ 
" Decks; and after the S~rage was 
" clean'd, all the Chells were brought 
" back again in their places, except the 
" Chell of Arms, which was left behind 
-" by the Mate's Order: That when I 
" called to the People in the Steerage to 

" fire on the Pirate-boat, fuppofing Mr. 
" Jones had delivered them Arms aceor­
" ding to my Order, many of the Men 
" would have broken the Chell open, hue 
cc he prevented them, by declaring, This 
" was an opportunity he had wijhed for; 
" and that if they fired a M,ifquet, they 
" would be all cut to pieces. And they 
further alfured me, that to induce them 
to enrdr with the Pirates, he had declared 
to (hem, That I had promiftd him to 
entl my felf. Putting all this together, 
wit~ what feveral of the Pirates. told me 
after~ardS' namely, That he had been the 
chief ;c4011 of their keeping my Ship, it 
was a .vander that I efeaped fa weJl, hav­
ing fuch a bafe Wretch for my principal 
Officer. :iu£ 
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But to refume the thread o~' my Story. 
As foon as the Fumes @f the 2!~uor were 
gO~:f01J( pf the Pirat~s Heads, they all 
went on~d the Ptle:e, as they called 
my Ship, about eight a clock in the. 
morning, it being the fecond day of April, 
Mr. Jones, who had been my firfi Mate, 
went with them; and he having con~ 
firmed them in their intention of keeping 
the Ship for their own ufe, all hands went: 
to work to clear the Ship, by throwing 
over board Bales of Woollen Goods; Cafes 
ef India Goods; with many other things 
of great Value: So that before night they 
had deftroyed between three and four 
thoufand Pounds worth of the Cargoe. 
For they had little regard to thefe things, 
Money and Necefi"aries being what they 
chiefly wanted. The fight of this r\ uch 
grieved me, but I was obliged in prude~ce 
to be filent . For my Schoolfellow t'~ld 
me, ! was fiill under the di(plea(ure of 
many of them, on account of my o(..der­
ing my People to fire on their Boat when 
they iOok me. 

There 
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There ~re then refiding at Sieroleo11. 

feveral Enl:lil!:men who traded on the' 
own accounts; And among~h<>ieft'l onel 
Captain Henry Glynn, who ~ fince Go .... 
vernor for the Royal African CompalZY a 
Gambia, and died there. This Gentle 
man was an honeft generous Perf on, and 
of [0 much Integrity, that tho' he had 
fuffered by the Pirates when they fir~ 
landed, yet he would never accept o~ 
any Goods from them, which they had 
often prefs'd him to receive for his own 
ufe, This Conduct, with an engaging 
deportment, fo gamed him the Good-will 
of the Pirates, that they were ready to 
oblige him in whatever he requefted. 
Captain Glynn and my felf having for­
merly been acquainted, as foon as he heard 
of nl& being taken,. h~ engaged Captain 
Dar;is and Le BooJe, the Commanders or 
the~ two other Pirate Ships, who were 
then on Shore ,it his Haufe, (Q come on 
boar~ with him (Q fee me. I was very 
agreehbly fur prized with his coming that 
Afternoon, and both the Pirate Captains 
$at came with him falmed me civilly. 

Captain 
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Captain Davis told me, ,{ He knew me," 
tho' I never could recolleB: .where I had 
fe'€npi~ aq,~ I found, he-did not care to 

tell, wp~~e had feen me. 
Soon after this, Captain Cocklyn with his 

Quarter-mafier and others, came from the 
Prize on board their old Ship, to compli­
ment Captain Davis and the refi that 
came with him. After the Compliments 
were over, Captain Davis generoufly {aid, 
(C He was a{bamed to hear how I had 
" been ufed by them. That they {bould 
~' remember, their Reafons for going a pi­
" rating were to revenge themfelves on 
" bafe Merchants, and cruel Commanders 
U of Ships. That as for the Owner of 
" the Prize, he had not his Fellow in 
" London for Generofity and Goodqefs to 
" poor Sailors, as he had formerly heard 
« from others, and now from Cap"\ain 
" Glynn: That as for my part, no on.f of 
" my People, even thofe that had entered 
" with them, gave me the lcafi ill 'Cha­
" ratter : But by their refpett fince ibewn 
" me, it was pJaih they loved me. That 
'~ he indeed had heard the occafion of 

Q ~' , my 
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cC my ill of age, and of the ill-will fame 
t, frill bore me, was, becaufe I had or­
" dered my People to def~e &hip. 
'" Which he blamed them excf..~dingly 
, for; faying, If he had had the good 
« fortune CO have taken me, and I had 
" defended my Ship againfr him, h'e 
« lhould have doubly valued me for it: 
" Thqt as he was not in Partnerihip with 
" them, he would fay no more at prefent; 
c' bue that he hoped they would now ~fe 
" me kindly, and give me fome Necef­
" faries, with what remained-undefrroyed 
(c of my private Adventure." This was 
by no means reJiihed by this pack ofMif­
creams; for in their Hearts they hated 
Captain Davis,becaufe he kept his Ship's 
Company in gDod order, tho'they were 
almofr double their Number; and being 
a b(ave generous Man, they dreaded his 
Reftntment. However Cocklyn, and th~" 
chief of his People putting a good face on 
the inaner, invited him and Captain' 
Glynn on board the Prize; and they two 
defiring I might accompany them, it was 
t'eadily granted. 

Soon 



----------- , -. 

and tbe Slave Tradl!. 

Soon after we were on board, we aU 
went into the great Cabin, where we found 
n00hin~DeftruCl:ion. Two Scrutores 
U~::rd-&ere were. broke to Pieces, and all 
the. fine Goods and Neceffaries in them 
were all gone. Moreover two large Chefts 
that had Books in . them were empty; and 
I was afterwards informed, they had been 
all thrown overboa.rd; for one of the Pi­
rates, upon opening them, fwore, "There 
" was Jaw-work enough (as he called it) 
" to ferve a Nation, and propofed they 
cc might be caft ' into the Sea; for he 
" feared, there might be fame Books 
" amolilgfl: them, that might breed Mif­
c' chief enough; and prevent [orne of 
cc their Comrades from going on in their 
C( Voyage .to Hell, whither they were all 
"bound." Upon which the Books were 
all flung out of the Cabin-windows ~nto 
the I'"iver. 

After the Company were all fat down 
in. the Cabin, they were treated with all 
forts of Liquors, and other things, that 
had on~e been mine: By this means the 
chief Pirates being puc into a good hu-

Q 2 mour, 
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mour, my Friend captain Glynn took the 
opportunity of begging of the Q!..arter­
mafter feveral Neceffaries fo,"-mej., Wqich 
being readily granted, they ~e~_c;E~ . ?P 
in Bundles, and Captain Glynn defigned 
to take them on Shore with him to his 
Houfe for me. But an unlucky accident 
happened, which made me lofe them all 
agam. 

For [orne of Captain Davis's People 
coming on board at that time; one of 
them, a pert young fellow of eighteen, 
broke a Chefi Glpen to plunder it. The 
~arter-mailer hearing of ie, goes out of 
the Cabin, and aiks the rea[on of his [0 

doing; the young Man replied, cc As 
" they were all Pirates, he thought he 
" did what was right." On that the 
Quarter mailer firikes at him with his 
br~ild Sword, but the young Man running 
away, efcaped the Blow, and fled for pro­
teCtion into the great Cabin to his Ma_ 
fier Captain Davis. The ~rter-mafter 
purfues him in a great Paffion; and there 
not being room amongft fo many of us, 
to ma~e a !l;roke at him, he made a thruft 

wich 
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whh his Sword, and nit the Bali of one of 
the young Man's Thumbs, and nightly 
wounded at the fame time Captain Da'Vis · 
o~ the i a~ltof one ~f his Hands. Da'Vis 
upon that was all on Fire, and vowed Re­
venge, faying, "That tho' his Man had 
" offended, he ought to have been firfi 
« acquainted with it j for no other Perfon 
" had a right to puni{h him in his Pre-
" fence j" and immediately goes on board 
his own Ship. Where telling the Stary 
to his Ship's Company, they all refolved 
forthwith to revenge this great injury 
done to one of their Comrades, and the 
Indignity {hown their Captain. Upon 
that they flip one of -their ~ables) and 
begun to heave on the <1ther, in order to 
come and board Cocklyn's Ship, and de­
ttroy fuch a fet of vile Fellows~ as they 
called him and his Crew. When Captain 
Davis went from the Prize, Cocklyn foon 
followed, and went on board his own 
Ship, to get all things in a readinefs to 
defend himfelf. Captain Glynn and my 
felf only remained behind, and hoped 
quickly co have feen hot work betw~en 

Q 3 them; 
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them; but Cocklyn having confulted his 
People, and judging they lhould be nQ 
ways able to cope with Captain Davis: 
haftily came on board the ~ again) 
and deli red Captain Glynn to g; o~-~e:.rd 
Davis with him, in order to make up 
matters. My Friend would have refufed 
lhis unpleafant Office, if he durll:; but 
on his not readily complying, Cock6'n grew 
enraged. I fearing the confequences, per­
fuaded him to go: Which CodJyn was 
:i.o well pleafed with, that he often fpoke 
of it afterwards to my advantage. 

By the time they came on board Davis, 
his Ship was juft on C;ockl)'71'S Anchor; 
and tho' Captain Go'mz was a well-fpoken 
ingenious Man, he found it very difficult 
to comprorpife the Matter: Which at 
lall: was done on there Termsj " That 
" Captain Da'Vis and his Ship's Com­
" pany, fhould have their ihare of Li­
" quors and Neceifaries on board the 
or Prize; and, That the ~arter-mall:er, 
« who had wounded the young ·Man be­
~'loeging to Da'Vis, lhould before all 
~, his Crew acknowledge his fault, and 

. F~a£k Pardon for the fame." Night 
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Night now approaching, Captain Glynn 
was obliged to go on Shore, w ithout cal­
ling upon me for the Things 'he had beg­
ged, iL. Jdtbg to come next day for 
d*"i't. Being thus left on board the 
Prize, with only three or four of the Pi­
ratesl'amongft whom the blQody-minded 
Boatfwain (formerly mentioned) was one; 
and there being no Boat along the fide at 
that time, I refolved to ftay where I was 
all night, and not hail their Pirate-Ship 
to fend their Boat for me. 

The Pirate-Carpenter was then lying 
on my Bed in the State-room; fa I [at 
fome time by my felf in the Cabin, hav­
ing a Candle by mean a Table. When 
he awoke, he civilly defired me togo and 
take fame reft; faying, " He feared I 
CC had not had any fince I was taken." I 
returned him thanks, faying, " I would­
« fit up till eight a clock;" Whereupon 
he came 9-nd fa t down by me on the Lock­
ers, abaft in the Cabin. 

The Boatfwain came down [0 on after 
tbis, and being a little in Liquor, began 
to abufe me. On that the Carpenter told 

Q 4 him, 
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him, (C He was a bafe Villain," and turned 
him oue of the Cabin. Soon after, a 
puff of Wind coming in at one of the 
Cabin Windows, put our "c¥Ifle out; 
and the Carpenter and I. riling ~~~ 
ther, to blow the Candle in again, (but 
not being able to do it) we accidentally 
ibifted places in the dark, he feating him~ 
felf jufi: over againfi: the Cabin Door, 
w here I [at before; And having no Tin­
der-box, we were at a great 10fs how to 
light the Candle again. 

While we were conlidering how to do 
it, the Boatfwain came into the Steerage, 
and finding the Candle out, began to [wear 
and rant, faying, "I had put it out 
" purpo[ely, with deGgn to go into the 
" Powder· room undi[covered, and blow 
" the Ship up." But the Carpenter called 
to him, and told him, " It was done by 
" accident, and that I frill fat by him on 
" the Locker." So he came to th,e Ca~ 
bin Door, and by the Star-light that came 
in at the Windows, perceived us fining; 
but could not diftinguilh our Faces. 
Thinking I (at frill in the Place where 

he 
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he had feeo me before, he prefented a 
Pifiol, and drew the Trigger, fwearing, 
~, At that inftant, he would blow my 

" Brai'''e.u~:~ By good fortune the Pifiol 
di1!i iror go off, but only fla{h'd in the 
Pan: By the Light of which' the Carpen-
ter obferving that he {hould have been 
!hot infread of me, it fo provoked him, 
that he run in the dark to the Boa.tfwain. 
and having wrenched the Pifiol oue of his 
band, he beat him, wi th that and his 
Fifi, to fueh a Degree, that he almofr 
killed him. 

The noire that was made in this Fray 
being heard on board the Pirate-iliip thac 
lay clofe to us, a Boat was fent from her; 
and they being informed of the Truth of 
the matter, the Officer that was in her, 
thought fit to carry away this wicked 
Villain, who had three times attempted 
to murder me. 

After this I Dept foundly, having been 
much fatigued; but I was awaked early in 
the Morning by a great num ber of Captain 
Davis's Crew, who came on board to take 
part of the Liquors and Neceffaries, ac-

cordin!5 
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cording to Agreement. It was very [ur ... 
prizing (0 fee the Actions of thefe People!. 
They and Cock6'I2's Crew (for Le Bcrfe's 
were not yet admitted) maJe.f}i~l I~:e. 
ar.d Defl:ruttion, that I am [ure _. 

rous fet of fuch Villains would in a iliort: 
time, have ruined a great City. They 
hoifl:ed upon Deck a great many half 
Hogilieads of Claret, and Frencb Brand), ; 
knock'd their Heads out, and dipp'd Canns 
and Bowls into them to drink out of: 
And in their Wantonnefs threw full Buc­
kets of each fort upon one another. As 
foon as they had emptied what was on 
the Deck, they hoified up more: And in 
the evening wa(bed the Decks with what 
remained in the Caiks. As to bottled 
Liquor of many iortS, they made fuch 
havoc!:': of it, that in a few days they had 
not one Bortle left: For they would not 
give themfelves the trouble of drawing 
the Cork out, but nick'd the Bordes, as 
they called it, that is, firuck their necks 
off v.,' irh a Cotlace; by which means one 

in three was generally broke: Neither 
was there any Calk-liquor left in a iliore 
time, but a little French Bl"andy. As 
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As to Eatables, fueh as Ch,eefe, But­
ter, Sugar, and many other things, they 
were as foon gone. For the Pirates being 
all in a ? tunI~en Fit, which held as long 
as ~:, .:-~ lquor lafl:ed, no care was taken 
by anyone to prevent this Defl:ruCtion: 
Which they repented of when too late . . 

As for my things, which the ~rter­
mailer had given me at Captain Glynn's 
Requeft, and which were accordingly 
bundled up; a company of drunken Pi­
rates coming into the Cabin, and tl:um­
bling over fame Goods that lay on the 
Floor, they took them, with three of 
my Bundles, and threw them overboard; 
fwearing, " They had like to have broken 
" their Necks by thofe things lying in 
,~ their way." 

I had then but one Bundle left, in 
which was a black Suit of Cloaths, and 
other things which this Gang had fpared. 
They being gone our of the Cabin, a 
Pirate, who was tolerably fober, came 
in [oon afcer, and feeing my Bundle, 
faid, " He would fee what was in it; ,> 

which in prudence I did not oppofe. He 
then 

~ j5 
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then took out my black Cloth Cloaths, 
a good Hat and Wig, and fame other 
Things. Whereupon I tal<\. him, " Cap.;' 
." tain Cockly.n's ~r[er-mafted{!d i~n 
" them to me; and I hoped he wou t 

,( deprive me of them; for they were of 
" no fervice to him in fo hot a Country, 
(, but would be of great ufe to me, as I 
" iliould foon return to England." I had 
hardly done fpeaking, when he lifted up 
his broad Sword, and gave me a Blow on 
the Shoulder with the fiat fide of it; 

whifpering at the fame time thefe Words 
in my Ear, "I give you this Caution, 
" never to difpute the Will of a Pirate: 
" For, fuppofing I had cleft your Scull 
" afunder for your Impudence, what 
cc would you have got by it but DellruCli­
" on? Indeed you may flatter your felf, 
" I illOUld have been put to death for kil­
" ling a Prifoner in cold Blood; but affure 
.' your felf my Friends would have brought 
" me off on fuch an Occafion." I gave 
him thanks for his Admonition, and foon 
after he put on the Clothes, which in lefs­
than half an hour after, I faw him take 

off 
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off and throw overboard. For fome of 
the Pirates feeing him drefs'd in thac 
manner~ had .t~rown fe.veral Buc~ets of 
Clar.e1jipon hIm. ThIs Perfon s true 
name was Francis Kennedy. He was af­
terwards hang'd at Execution-Dock, but he 
told me at the time he put my Cloaths 
on, that his name was Sun; aiking me. 
e, If I did not know his Father, who was 
" then Commander of a Ship that ured the 
" Barbadoes Trade; and that if ever the 
" old Dog fell in his way, he would kill 
"him." To which I anfwered, " I 
" knew no fuch Perfon." 

When night came on, I had nothing 
left of what had been bundled up, but a 
Hat and Wig. I muft own, that wheh­
ever they plundered me, no Affront was 
offered to my Perf on ; but feveral brought 
me Liquor, and Slices of Ham broiled, 
a Bifcuit being my Plate; faying, " They 
" pitied my Condltion." The Hat and 
Wig I had left, being hung on Pins. in 
the Cabin, a perf<~n half drunk came in 
about eight a clock at night', and put 
them on; telling me, '~ He was a great 

" Merchant 
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" Merchant on Shore, and tha t his name 
cc was Hogbin:" But fuppofing him to bea 
Pirate, I [aid little to him.' By ~:s ~m, . 
there was a great Quiecne[s in ,iPf 

moO: of the Pirates being dead drunk. 
After a little Conver[ation, as Mr. Hogbr'fI ~ 

was going out of the Cabin with my, 
Hat and Wig on, he met Cockb'n's Quar~ 
maO:er; who knowing him not to be one 
of the Crew, afked him, « How he came 
" by the things he had on?" To which the 
Fellow not returning a direct an[wer. 
the ~arter-maO:er beat him very feverely, 
for taking things he had no Right to: 
Then coming to me, he afked in a kinQ 
manner, " How I had fared in the hurly 
" burly of that Day?" When I told him, 
" I had 100: all the Neceff'aries he hac\ 
" given me the Day before," he exprefs'd 
much concern, and I [aid, . " He would. 
" take care the next day to recover .what. 
" he could for , me." But he did not 
prove fo good as his word. 

The next day, which was the third 
fince iny being taken, Le Booje's Crew were 
permitted to come on board the Prize: 

Where 
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W\here they finifhed what wa~ lefe of 
Liquors and Neceifaries; aCting in the 

fame de~uCtive manner as their vile Bre-
chrg' -:-::. ~lniquity had done before. 

Being quite weary of [uch Company, 
and underftanding, the three Pirate Cap­
tains were on Shore at my Friend Cap­
tain Glynn's Haufe, I a{k.ed leave of th~ 

~arter-mafter to go to them; which he 
readily granted. On this I got into a Can­
[loe, and as we rowed towards ehe Shore, 
we had like to have been ov,erfet, through 

the drunkennefs of one of the Pirates that 
Was with us . If Providence had not pre­
vented this Accident, we ihould undoubt­
edly have all been 10ft; for the Tide ran 
very ftrong, and feveral voracious Sharks 
were then near us. 

When I came to Captain Glynn'" he 
and the Piraee Captains received me in 
a very civil manner; and upon my telling 
them, " How I had loft all my Necef­
" faries that had been given me;" the 
Captains promifed, That the next day ehey 
would do what they could, to recover 

fome of them again for me. Then I 
1 begged 



I 

240 A new Account of Guinea, 
begged a Shirt of my Friend Capt .. 
Glynn; for I had been three days without 
ihifling, which is very uneafy jB [0 hoc 
a Country, where people fwear,fo ~ch 

Being greatly refreih'd with that clean 
Shirr, and having ftayed !Ill night with I 
him, where I had more reft than I befor~' 
had for a good while; next day I went 
011 board, in company with the Pirate 
Captains. Captain Davis defired Cocklynfl 
to order aU his People on the Quarter ... 
deck, and made a Speech to them in my 
behalf; which they reliihing better than 
that he had formerly made, It was re­
folved co give mt,: the Ship they defigned 
co leave, in order to go into the Prize, 
with the Remains of my Cargoe that was 
undefiroyed. And there being a large 
quantl'ty of Goods likewife' remaining in 
feveral Prizes, they concluded to give me 
them alfo: . Which, with my own, were 
worth feveral thou[and Pounds. One of 
the leading Pirates propofed to the reft, 
« That they {hould take me along with 
them down the Coafr of Guinea; where 
" 1 might exchange the Goods for Gold: 

4- ~' An 
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" And if in order to make a quick Sale, 
" I fold them at prime eoft, I iliould get 
" Mq~ey enough by them:' That, no 
(C doubt, as they went down the Coaft, 
~ they iliould take fome French and Por­
" tuguefl Ve{fels, and then they migh t 
(' give me as many of their beft Slaves, 
" as would £lil the Ship: That then he 
" would advife me to go for the Iiland of 
(C St. crhomas in the Wo/l Indies, a Free­
'c port belonging to the 'Danes, and fell 
" them there, with the Ve{fe1: And af­
" ter rewarding my People in a handfom 
" manner, I might return with a large 
cc fum of Money to London, and bid the 
" Merchants defiance." 

This propofal was unanimoufiy ap­
proved of by them : But it ftruck me with 
a fudden damp, apprehending it would 
be fatal to me. So I began to infinuate , 
" It would not be proper for me to ac-
" cept of fuch a quantity of other Peo­
ce pies Goods, as they had [0 generouf]y 
c< voted for me :" And going on to give 
my r~afons, I was immediately interrup­
ted by feveral of the Pirates, who began 

R to 
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to be very angry~ that I did not readily ac­
cept of what had been propofed, fa much 
for my advantage, as they though,i,; for 
many of them were [0 ignorant,' as t~ 
think their Gift would have been legal. 

On this, Captain 'Davis [aid, " I know 
" this Man, and can eafily guefs his 
" thoughts concerning this matter; for 
"he thinks, if he !hould aCt in the 
" manner you have propofed, he !hall 

/ " ever after lofe his Reputation. Now 
/ " I am for allowing every body to go to 

" the Devil in their own way; [0 defire 
" you will give him the Femains of his 
" own Cargoe, with what is left of his 
" private Adventure, and let him do with 
" it what he thinks fitting:' 

This was readily granted, and they ad­
vifed me to take Le Booje's Brigantine, 
which he had then jull: quitted, (having 
fitted one of the Prizes for a Pirate-!hip 
for him and his Crew) and carry her along 
the fide of my Ship, in order to fave the 
Goods then left undell:royed in her; al­
lowing me [orne of my own People to 
do it. By this means we fa ved a conii-

derable 
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derable part of the Cargoe, but of my 
private Advenmrenot above thirty Pounds 
SterMng: for that chiefly confifiing in 
Neceffaries and Liquors, with fine Goods, 

.. was Coon defiroyed by them: One infiance 
of which qut of many I {hall give. The 
Pirates took feveral Pieces of fine:Holland, 
and opening them, [prea.d them on the 
Deck; and being almofi drunk, lay down 
on them: Then others came and threw 
Buckets of Claret upon them, which 
roufing them up, and the Hollands being 
thereby ftained, they fiung the Pieces 
overboard. 

Captain Davis likewife further ob.· 
tained for me, that I might lye on board 
the 'Two Friend~ Captain Elliot of Barba­
does; whom they had taken and forced 
to be their Store Ship; and that I might 
go on Shore when I pleafed, to my Friend 
Captain G~lnn's houfe, on condition I 
{bould return whenever they ferJt for me. 

And now, the Tide being turned, they 
weJ'ft as kind to me, as they had been at 
firft revere. So we got the Brigantine 
along the fide of the Prize, and as Bale-

R 2 goods 
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goods and Cafes came to hand, we got 
them into her; only now and then we 
loft fame, by the ill-nature of two or 
,three leading Pirates: For if we could 
not receive the Goods fo faft as they ex­
pected, with the few People I had of my 
own then with me, they would let them 
drop overboard. 

The fame they did by a quantity of 
Irijb Beef, the firft day after I was taken; 
for they defpifed it, having found fa much 
EngliJb, in the feveral Prizes they had 
met with in the River. This fight moved 
me to intreat Captain Cocko'n to give me 
the Irijh Beef they were going to throw 
overboard; for the ufe of my poor Peo­
ple that had not entered with them. But 
I being then under the high ' Difpleafure 
of him and his Crew, he brutilhly re­
plied, " There is Horfe-beans enough in 
." the Prize to ferve you and your Peo­
" pie fix Monrhs." To which I an­
fwered, " It was coarfe diet." But find­
ing this put him into a paffion, I held my 
:T ongue, and the Beef was all cail into 
the Sea. 

In. 
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In this place I think it proper to ~c­
quaint the Reader, What danger all the 
Prifoners were in by q falfe Report brought 
on board the Prize Ships that afternoon. 

-- For it was confidently averred by foine 
Negroes, " That one of their Crew was 
"murdered, by two Captains, whofe 
" names were Bennet and '['hompJim, who . 
" had been obliged to fly into the Woods -
" from the rage of the Pirates." And 
they added, " That thefe two Gentlemen 
" coming to the Haufe of one Mr. Jones, 
" (who lived a great way up the River) 
" to feek for Provifions, they there met 
" with the perfon whom they had killed." 
Upon this report the Pirates refalved to 

revenge themfelves on us who were their 
prifoners: " Which obliged me to argue 
" with them, and . obferve how great a 
" cruelty it would be, to puniili us who 
" were wholly innocent, for the f:iults 
" of others." Moreover I raid, "The 
" report might be falre, it coming from 
" the Shore-Negroe,,; and I hoped at 
" leaft they would defer their refentment 
~' againft us, till they had a more certain 

R 3 " account 
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" account of the matter." This calmed 
their Rage a little, when, to our great 
Joy, the Perfon that was reported 1jp be 
killed, cam<i: on board foon after; and 
told his Comrades, that he had met with" 
Captain Bennet and 'I'hompJon at Mr. Jones's 
Houfe, who threatned him; from which. 
the report arofe that they had killed him; 
but that they had not orherwife mifufed 
him: So on this their Paffion was entirely 
calmed. 

As I have mentioned thefe two Cap­
tains, Bmnet and ThompJon, I {hall give 
an account of their Misfortunes, which 
I had afterwards from their own Mouths. 
Captain John Benmt, being bound from 
Antegoa to the Coafi of Guinea, was taken 
at Cape de Verd Wands by Davis. Who, 
after plundering him, refiored him his 
Ship; and he went into the River Siera· 
leon, where Captain tholnpJon was arrived 
before him. Upon Cocklyn the Pirate's 
coming into the River, they carried their 
Ships a good way up, to a place called 
Brent's-Ijland, being the Settlement of the 
Royal African Company; where one Mr. 

Plullket 
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Plunket was Governour. Having got their 
Ships very near the Shore, they made a 
Batrery thereon, and having landed Am­
mu~ition, rdolved with their People to de-

.. fend themfelves CO the utmofi : thinking at 
that time they would remain faithful. Le 

_ BooJe being arrived in his' Brigantine, and 
hearing that feveral Ships were up the Ri- . 
ver, he refolved to have one of them for his 
ufe; fo he went up to attack them, and 
they bravely defended themfelves againfi: 
him: Bur, foon after, Cock!yn coming with 
his Ship to the ailifiance of Le BooJe, their' 
People begun to faulter ; and thefe gallant 
Captains were, for faving their Lives, 
obliged, with Mr. Plunket, and feveral of 
their Officers, to fly into the Woods: 
Where, for many Weeks, they remained, 
having nothing to fubflfi on but Rice, 
with now and then fome Oyflers, which 
they got by night from the River fide: 
neither dura they appear near the place 
where the Pirates were (as long as they 
remained there) for they had vowed to 
cut them to pieces, if ever they fell into . 
their hands. Moreover, their Ships wert: 

R 4 burn., 
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burnt, and Le Boofe took for his own ufe; 
one Captain Lamo's Ship, which at that 
time lay farther up the River. I thought 
proper to relate this, in order to fe~ the 
ftory in a better light, tho' it happen'd 
fame Weeks before I was taken. 

But now, to return to my SubjeCt. I was 
relating, how we were employed in faving 
what Goods we could. This took us up 
four days; and I fiept every night on board 
their 'fender commanded by Captain Elliot, 
who was very kind to me, and had a 
great afcendant over the leading Pirates: 
fa that he had feldom the Company of 
the common fort, having orders to drive 
them away, whenever they came on 
board him. And I have often been amaz­
ed, to heal' and fee what he has done to 
fame of them when they were impudent; 
beating them, and faying, " He was fure 
<c he !hould fee them hang'd in due time 
" at Execution-dock," However, by this 
means we were generally very eafy on 
board him, which was no little fatisfaCti· 
on to me in my Circumftances, 

About 

r_ ' 
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About this time the Quarter-maner, 

who took me, fell fick of a Fever; which 
incre~fing, he fent to fpeak with me: 
And having defired all prefem, except 
"iny felf to withdraw, he told me, " That 
'c at the time I was taken, he defigned to 
cc have killed me, when he prefented the 
« Piftol to my breaft; begging I would 
, forgive him for his cruel Intention:" 
Which I readily doing, he further faid, 
" That he had been a moft wicked 
" Wretch, having been guilty of all man~ 

" ner of abominable Crimes; and that now 
" believing he {bould die, his Confcience 
" fadly tormented him, fearing he {bould 
" be puniilied, as he deferved, in Hell-fire, 
,c which fo often in their vile difcourfe he 
" had made light of." Upon hearing 
that, « I exhorted him to fincere Repen­
" tance; telling him, the Chrifrian Reli. 
H gion aifured us of God's Mercies, if we 

. H are truly penitent; and I infranced the 
J' goodnefs of God to my felf, in that he 
" was graciouDy pleafed to preferve ,me, 
~, the night I was taken, from being mur­
~~ dered by him and o~hers; which great 

- ~ , Mercies 
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" Mercies I believed were {bown me, 
" becaufe I put my Hope and Truft in 
" Almighty God; and exhorted him to 

4-

,~ do the fame:' But he replied, with a 
fad countenance. "0, Sir, my heart i'6 
" hardened; however, I will endeavour 
" [0 follow your good counfel". As he 
was going on, expreffing his forrow for 
his former courfe of Life, fome of the 
Pirates broke in upon us, to afk him, 
" How he did?" So he called his Boy, and, 
as a mark of his Good-will towards me, 
ordered him to take the Key of his Chell, 
and let me take out what Neceffaries I 
would. Accordingly I took that oppor­
tunity of providing my felf with Shins, 
Stockings, and feveral other things. As 
I was taking them om, a Pirate c0ming 
from the Deck, and knowing nothing of 
the ~arter-mafter's order, called ou[ 
aloud; " fee how that Dog is thieving 
" there: He does it as cleverly as any 
Rogue of us all." But being told, " It 
" was with the· ~arter-mafter's leave," 
he came and helped me to bundle the 
things up, and I rent them on board the 

7'mder. 
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:render. Thefe were the firO: Neceffaries 
which I could call my own, fince my 
Misfqrtune. 

The ~rter-mafier that evening fal­
ting into a Delirium, died before morn­
ing in terrible Agonies; curfing his Maker 
in [0 {hocking' a manner, that it made a 
great Impreffion on feveral new entered 
Men: and they afterwards came privately 
to me, begging, " that I would advife 
" them how to get off from [0 vile a 
(e Courfe of Life, which led them into 
cc DefiruCl:ion both of Body and Soul. 
cc Some of them propofed to fly into the 
cc Woods, and remain there till their 
(e Ships were gone, if I would promife 
" to proteCt them afterwards; but this 
" being too nice a matter for me to 
" meddle with at that Juncture, I de~ 

" e1ined it; Exhorting them in general, 
« Not to be guilty of Murder, or any 
" other Cruelty to thore they {hould 
« take. For if ever they {hould, by a 
« general conrem, refolve to embrace 
" the King's Pardon, it would be a great 
'~ Advantage to them, to have the unfor-

" tunate 

./ 
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" tunate People they had taken give them 
" a good Character in that refpect." 

Having mentioned the King's Pardon, I 
thall here relate what I before omitted, with 
relation to his late Majelly's Proclama.­
tion, for a Pardon to Pirates, that jhould 
furrender themJelves at any oj the Britilh 
Plantations, by the jir:fl if July 17 J 9. 
This Proclamation I had on board, with 
a Declaration of War againll Spain. The 
Quaner-maller finding them amongll my 
Papers, and not being able to read, he 
brought them to me, the next day after 
I was taken, and "bid me read them 
" aloud to all then prefent j " which I 
did: But there being Rewards offered in 
the Proclamation, to thofe that lhould 
take or dellroy Pirates; fo much for a 
Captain; and in proportion for the other 
Officers and common Pirates; this put 
them into fuch a Rage, that I began to 
apprehend my felf in fome Danger. Bur 
Captain Cockh'n ordering filence to be 
made, bid me read the other Paper, which 
was The Declaration if War againJI Spain. 
When I had read it, fome of them faid, 

'~ They 
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" They wiilied they had known· it before 
"they left the Weft Indies." From 
thence.I took occa1lon co obferve to them, 
" That if they thought fit to embrace 
~ his Majefty's moft gracious Pardon, 
" there was not only time enough for 
" them to return to the Weft Indies, (there 
« being ftill three Months to come of the 
" time limited in the Proclamation) but 
" now that War was declared againft 
c< Spain, they would have an opportunity 
" of inriching themfelves in a legal way, 
" by going a privateering, which many 
" of them had privately done." This 
feemed to be reliilied by many: but feve-
ral old Buccaneers, who had been guilty 
of Murder and other barbarous Crimes, 
being no ways inclined to it, they ufed 
the King's Proclamation with great con­
tempt, and tore it in pieces. I thought 
my felf well off, that no Refentment or 
ill-ufage was iliown me on this occafion. 

Amongft the fevera l Pirates, that came 
to confult me, " How they lhould get 
"off'." There was one Ambrqfe Curtis, 
who was in a bad (tace of Health, and 

g~neral1y 
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. --generally walked the Deck irt a J Silk 

Night-gown. This perfon finding me 
fuy in anfwering his ~efiions, ~ told 
me, " Tho' I had forgot him, yet he 
" had not me; for he was eleven years 
" ago at Sea with my Father, who had 
" ufed him feverely for being an unlucky 
" Boy: That I might remember, my 
" Father died in Virginia, and I com­
IC manded the Ship afterwards, and 
" brought her home to Eng/ant!; having 
" been very kind to him, except in one 
" thing, which was, That he having 
" confeifed t·g me, he was a Servant, and 
" run away from his Mafier, I refufed to 
" pay him his Wages, till he brought a 
" perf on who gave me Security that I 
" ihould not pay them twice; and then 
" he had his Wages to a farthing: Ad­
(' ding, " he had told this to feverallead­
" ing Pirates, who had perfuaded him to 
" revenge himfelf on me; bue as I had 
" been kind to him, and in his Confcieoce 
" he believed I was in the right, to demand 
" Security when I paid him his Wages, 
" fo he bore no ill-will to me 00 that 

3 " ac-



;l 

~th~~~de. ," 
(, ac~ount; and when my neceffaries came 
c, to be fold ac the Mafr, he would buy' 
" fo~ of them for me;" in which 'he 
proved as good as his word. . 
• But as to his Quefrions about getting off, 

I replied as I had done to ochers; ,( Affur­
" ing him, if ever ic came to be in my 
" power to ferve him, I would not fpare 
" for Money nor Pains to do it :" But 
th is poor fellow died, before the Pirates 
left Siera!eol1. 

I hope the Reader will pardon me for 
memioning feveral thi,ngs, which are not 

fo coherent as I could willi ; as alfo fe- ' 
veral little Incidems. The reafon why I 
mention them is, becaufe I think they 
difplay the true humours and ways of 
thefe M ifcreants. 

Amongfl: my Adventu re of Goods, I had 
in a Box three fecond-hand embroidered 
Coats. One day the three Pirate Cap­
tains, coming on board the Prize together. 
enquired for them, faying, " They under­
" frood by my Book fuch Clothes were in 
" my Ship." I told them, " They were 
" in a Box under the bed place in the 

" State-
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" (( Stite-room. So they ordered t~ to 

f' be taken out, and immediately put 
" "t-hem on." But the longefi Co~ fal­
ling to COCkly1Z'S iliare, who was a very 
ilion Man, it almofi reached as low a~ 
his Aneles. This very much difpleafed 
him, and he would fain have changed 
with Le Booft, or Daovis: But they re­
fufed, telling him, " As they were going 
" on Shore amongU the Negroe-Ladies, 
" who did not know the white Mens 
" failiions, it was no matter. Moreover, 
" as his Coat was Scarlet embroidered 
., with Silver, they believed he would 
" have the preference of them, (whofe 
" Coats were not fo lhowy) in the opini­
" on of their Mifireffes." This making 
llim eafy, they all went on Shore toge­
ther. 

It is a Rule amongfi the Pirates, not 
to allow Women to be on board their 
Ships. when in the Harbour. And if 
they !hould take a Prize at Sea, that has 
any Women on board, no one dares, on 
pain of death, to force them againfi their 
Inclinations. This being a good political 

Rule 
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Ru~ e to prevent difiurbances aul..ongft /) 
the' ,it is firiCtly obferved. So now bein,V' 
in aJ-Iarbour, they went on Shore t~.fu; 
Negroe-women, who were very fond of 

- their Cow..pany, for the fake of the great 
Prefents they gave them. Nay, fome white 
Men ~hat lived then!, did not fcruple to 
lend their black Wives to the Pirates, 
purely on account of the great Re~ards 
they gave. 

The Pirate Captains having taken thefe 
Cloaths without leave from the ~arter­
mafier, it gave great Offence to all the 
Crew; who alledg'd, "If they fuffered 
" '[uch things, the Captains would for 
" the future affume a Power, to take 
" whatever they liked for them[elve~." 
So, upon their returning on board next 
Morning, the Coats were taken from 
them, and put into the common Chefi, 
to be fold at the Mail:. And it having 
been reported, " That I had a hand in 
" advifing the Captains to put' on thefe 
(C Coats," it gained me the ill-wiil in 
particular of one Williams, who was 
Quarter-mafter of Le Boofl's Ship. ' .He 

S feeing 
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( {eei'tlg" me in the Tender's Boar, goir{g on I 

'~rd a French Ship latdy taken, where 
he then was, he fwore, C' That iff' came : 
" there, he would cut me to pieces, fqr 
" the advice I had given the Captains." 
But Captain Elliot, who was then in {he 
Boat, whirpered ~e, faying, Cc. Don't be 
« afraid of him, for it is his ufual way of 
'c talking. But be fure call him Captain, as 
" foon as you get on board." It feems 
this Villain had been Commander of a 
Pirate Sloop; who, with a Brigantine, 
two years before, took Captain Laurence 
Prince in the Whidaw Galley near Ja­
maica; and being now ~arter-mafrer, 
which he did not like, he loved to have 
the Title of Captain given 'him. So when 
I came into the French Ship, I adreff"ed 
my felf to him, faying, " Caprain Wi!­
." Iiams, pray hear me upon the Point you 
cc are fa offended at." Upon that he gave 
me a flight Blow on the Shoulder, with 
the flat of his Curlace, fwearing at the 
fame time, « he had not the heart to 
hurt me;" When I had wId him how the 
affair had really happen'd, which he had 

been 
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bee (0 angry about, hegave me a Keg of 
WIne, and was my Friend ever after. 
, 1'"t1e French Ship juO: now mentioned, 

.fell into their hands about a fortnight af­
ter I was ~ken by, them, in this manner. 
It was norbpund trrSieraleon, but having 
not had ~n 'rObfervation for feveral days, 
becaufe the Sun was near their Zenith, they 
made land unexpectedly; and n~t know­
ing certainly whereabouts they were, but 
feeing feveral Ships in the River at an 
Anchor, thc;y came boldly towards them. 

I was then on board Captain Cocklyn's 
old Ship; for they had not quite fitted 
mine for their ufe, not having at that 
time any Guns mounted; fo I faw the 
,great fear and confufion that was amongO: 
them. My Mate, who had entered with 
them, faid, " He believed, by the Ship's 
" coming in fa boldly, it waS the Lau1Z­
" cefton Man of War of forty Guns, 
" whom we had left in Holland. For he 
" haQ heard me fay, !he was to. follow 
" us to the CoaO: of Guinea." 

Happy would it ~ave been for us and 
many more" if it had been fo. For had 

S 2 that, 
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~ns, with the King's Com~itrlOO, ·o , e 

in itt that time, or any other., ~i1ff I 
was in tbelr hands, I am perfuaded thel 
would have eafily de(hoyed' "llem. For 
'the new-emered-men had li~e Courage; 
and the far ~reater part b6tn-of old and 
new Pirates, were fo much :in drink, that 
there could have been no OOOer or Con­
duct amongll: them in an Engagement. 
So that it w<>t!lld have been very eafy to 
have fubdued {hem, and p!1e\Yented that 
terrible Defirutlion., which happened to 
above o.ne hundred Sail ·of Ships, that 
fell afterwards in~o their Hands, in their 
going down the Coaft of Guinea: Toge­
ther with thofe Damages·dw: happened 
a tgood while after ·in the Eafllndies, by 
foine of this Gang t and 'the great Ravage 
~adC! by Roberts. (who rofe 'OUf of Dll.vils 
Allies) dle fec-ond time, on the Coaft of 
Gwine(J; till he was happily deftroyed by 
Sir ChfJJoner Ogle ,in the Swallow Man of 
War. But ~he reafon why no timely 
care. was taken to ptevent fo great a De­
firuttcon, is not proper for me to men­
tion in this place. As 



:..,!--

"" - / - " 

n-rlfJ tfJ Siav,e ,'l":V'acie. ',tA 261 f , 'd. , • ) I 

. ~ sJ::lx'ac;1 M .\:Iu~ne[s to · b~ 6n.~ard ,.' 

.tblt1 , l~<ll(~ Ship, lQ tl.meof AthoD) I aike~ 
~pt~iJ} CocPJf/.n's leay,e (Or go on b~ 

'hEliS~~nder,.which he rea"dtvly gr~nted. 
J,~(l: ·as I 'Yas going, [everal (i).£ my ~eo-
pie who ~q, cmt'e:i:ed with him, [aid, 
' t They \j~ld ' go along with ·me, for 
,( ~ ~hey h:~a rte~eF 'feen a Gum fired in an­
" ~r." ' C~cklyn, hearing that, told them, 
~' ., 'l'hiat I1QW they {h0uld }earn ' to. ' fmell 
f-' O/unpo,wde~, 'and camed them hear-
l' t.i~y. ;. oj • 

. ,So I went on bo.ard Captain Elliot, 
:wh({~~ I [00.11 raw the FreJleh Ship taken. 
For comii'\.g [0 unexpettedly ' into the p\­
ra1;~$ bjlnds, . t,hey made no Tzefifiance : 
And beca,u[e the Captain did not fhike 
.on. thei,r firft firing, they put a Rope about 
h kS Nec~, and hoifted him up and down 
(ejveral times fO' the Main-yard-arm, till 
he was alrpofi dead. Captain Le BooJe 
coming- at that inftant, luckily faved his 
Life: And highly refenting this their 
~r,uel ufage to his Countryman, he pro.­
tefted l " he wo.uld remain no longer in 
(~ Partnerfhip with fuch barbarous ViI-

S 3 ~~ lains," ; 
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"1~1is..". So, to pacify him, 'they ,left 
the Frenchmm with the Ship in hig. re; 

afcer the Cargoe was deftroyed ... th 1 
cut the Ship's Malls by the board, and 
run her on Shore, for file was very oldr 

. ... .......' and not fit for theIr purpofet 
After the affair of the Ft;ehl~_Ship was 

over, I was employed for fe~e'ral days, in 
landing out of ' the Brigantine the Goods 
that had been given me, out of my own 
Ship's Cargoe, and carrying them to my 
Friend Captain Glynn's Haufe; in which 
both he and I worked very hard. For my 
own People that did not enter with the 
Pirates, were moilly obliged to work on 
board the Prize, in fitting her for them; 
and the Natives who ferved Captain · 
Glynn at his Houfe, were grown fo in­
folent by the large quantity of Goods 
given them by the Pirares, that they 
would do nothing hut what they pleafed. 
Bowever, at laft, with much trouble we 
got them houfed. 

By this time, which was about (he 
~oth of April, the Ship they had raken 
froq! me WqS compleatly fitted, and the 

3 next 
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a};: ~was appointed to nam~ ~~ to 

h· ~C I' . d '-'W'~ b w 1 eremony was InvIte . ' . en 
I came on board, the Pirate Captains t~ 
me, "Pc It was not out of Difre[pecT tiley 
~' had [ene for me, but to partake of the 
" good Ch¥ provided on this occaGon;" 
So they deL~d I would be chearful, and.go 
with them into the great Cabin. When 
I came there, Bumpers of Punch were 
put into our Hands, and on Captain Cock­
lyn's raying aloud, God bleJs the Windham 
Galley, we drank our Liquor, broke the 
Glaifes, and (he Guns fired. 

The Ship being Galley-built, with only 
two Buili De~ks, the Cover of the Scuttle 
of the Powder-room was in the great 
Cabin, and happened at that time to be 
open. One of the aftermoil: Guns blow­
ing at the Touch.hole, ret fire to [orne 
Cartouch-boxes, that had Cartridges .in 
them for fmall Arms, the Shoe and Fire 
of which flew about us, and made a great 
[mother. When it was over, Captain 
Da'Vis obferved, there had been great 
pap-ger to us from the Scuttle's being 
QP~n; there being ullder, in a Roam', 

S 4 above 
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'~bovf-ev. - ff!ty thottJand ' weight d(~. n4 

l bwder. Cockljn replied, "He " ed 
f • • had taken fire, for it would hav: 

~ h • 
(C been a nobte blaft, to have gone to 
cc' Hell with: 

Then all going'upon Deck~ree Prizes 
thar remained tlnd'efl.'royed, w1;e ordered 
tb be 'burned; upon hearing thar, I pri­
vatel'y repre{e;, ted to Captain Davis, 
" How hard it J6uld be upon us who 
" were Prifoners, to rema'in in that Coun­
" try, wi.thout .Neceffaries and without 
n Food to {ubfifl: on: Befides, there was 
~( no maimer ~f P,rof-peCt of our getting 
'{ 'away:quickly': That to theinany Ohli­
(5 ('gariofls-lowed him, I hoped he would 
" add one more; and, by his Intereft, at 
(L leafi: fave on~ of the Veffels, for us 
" to return ' -to 'Engiand in: That as he 
cc had {everal times' hinted to me, how 
,e much he diniked tliat courfe of Life, 
« hoping he lhouldhave an opportunity 
<,.' ofleaving it In a !hore time; fo r wi!hed 
CJ he would put it 'iii my power, to re­
~ port to his AdVint'age; the good deed 
~~ I therl' requefttd - b~ him; for, in my 

6 {( Opinion, 
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< ~n~' fi, ndd:d }V1l!1 rd~r, and Froo~tyj; 
,1: of1l'dn p>ra<£bfecl) @y 'Pc1rates~,' D01hing:,;, 
' . courd rtlake lihem mGt~ . .Q~ious· 00), .~ 
" ~orrm, tllarr I:lli<:!ir ddHeyin2, ! QUt o{ 

.'<' mere Wa.rironnefs, .fO! m':tny . 8fuips and 
" Ca.rgdes?~A mad bfl~~ clone.'b)l C@Ckly72 a'Qd 
" Le BooJe<'f, Crews; lru inmwh I ·hew he' 
" had IHil hand.: Andj£he-woulld be p1eafed 
" to procure my eNtire : Liberty,' au the 

." fame tlme '.troiit me p1eaded for one .of' 
<' the VdfeIs :for us, it wo:uM be a (i]:ouble: 
" Obligation on me to Gratitude; in cafe' 
" . it ever £ell in my power ,to [erve him." .~ 

.. This .lrre. readily promifed, -and by his 
Mana!£emorot. the Ships wer~·. fa"ed froni; 
being bur~ed, and they made a Bonfi.r'e -
only of the old Rijng Sun, being the Ship 
they had quiued fot mine: Ananow ob­
taining, through Captain Davilf's means,' 
my inrire Liberty, I went on S40re to my 
friend Captain Glynn's Haufe again. 

Two days after this Captain Elliot rent 
his Boat for me, defiring I would forth­
with come on board his Ship, 'becau[e he 
wanted very much to fpeak with me. I 
h~d too many obligations to. this Gentle-

man 
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m. anrro~fufe going, (tho' I had~~ fcf 
~. averfi6n.) Upon coming on boa he 
pii[ate1y reprefented to me, 'c That 
., knew he had been obliged againtthis 
cC will by the Pirates, to receive into his • 
cc Ship a great quantity of Otillr People's 
(C Goods; for which he mighereafter 
cc be called to an account; therefore he 
" defired I would give him a Certificate, 
" teftifying the Truth of it." Knowing 
this to be true, I readily complieq; for 
he was a very honeO: Man, as appeared 
foon after. For the Pirates compelling 
him to go out of the River with them, as 
their '['ender, he took the firO: opportu­
nity of getting from them, which he 
did in a Tornado, or fudden GuO: of Wind, 
that arofe in the Night; and having the 
good fortune to fucceed in his attempt. ' he 
made a good Voyage for his Owners, 
with Slaves to Barbadoes; where he fell 
fick and died. 

While I was in his Ship, the three Pi­
rate Captains 'called along tile fide. Not 
expecting to fee me there, they feemed 
very glad of it, and invited me to go and 

fup 
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(uR' wi . them on board Capt~ Dav£s. 
T I '''' declined, being defirous 10f going 

n Shore to Captain Glynn's. But Cetfl~ 
tai; Davis infifting on it, I thought it 

• prudent to comply; that I might no! lore 
that GencY~~an's Good-will, who had 
been [0 kihd to me. 

After we had been [ome time'on board 
his Ship, Supper was brought up aboue 
eight a clock in the Evening; and the 
Mufick was ordered to play, amongfr: 
which was a Trumpeter, that had been 
forced to enter Ollt of one of the Prizes. 
About the middle of Supper, we heard 
upon Deck an outcry of Fire, and in­
fiantly' a Perf on came to us, and [aid, 
" The Main-hatch-way was all in a 
" Flame j" fo we all went upon Deck. 

At that time, be fides the Pirates Ship's 
Crew, who were moil:ly drunk, there was 
on board at Jeaft fifty Prifoners; and fe. 
veral Boats along the fide, into which 
many People jumped, and put off. I be­
ing then Oft the ~rter-deck, wich the 
Captains, obferved this to them; but 
they all in confufioo [aid, « We know 

,~ not 
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" not ~~,~ ~o in (he matte ,," Upon 
that I to'ld . '(hem, "If the f0~ ~\e 
't\..wer~ _ allQwed ~\o ,go awalt , wid~ ~~~ 
~' BQa~s. ' nq one would endeavour to-,av. 
" the Ship,; :l,lld we th~t were lef~ ih@W, • 
<c be lqtl, (f~Jr the other ShipS"M'ere.abo\l~ 
« a Mile from us, an~ the Tide' of F~Qo4 
~c tben run ro ftrong, that their BQat~ t;t;\~)d 
,( not row againfl: it to f<J.~e u$:}$a I 
propofe.d tR, them, " to ~re tbe Q.u~r(er-
« deck Guns ~t ~he Boats that had juft put 
~c off, to <iliJ~ge . them to. £OP.1e on board 
(, agaill;,': w,.picl~ being inftaml)l done, it 
fa fdgh(~ed ,the ,People in them, th~t tbey 
forthwith c~me. pack; and. ,all that wer~ 
able, and ~t drunk, lent .. 'heir helping 
hand tf?.P\!t ,out the Fire; which by ,this 
time was , '(9qle~o. ~ great .head in tho 
Ship's ?q~Q~ , . I, " . 

M~c;f: th~s I ~ent down into the St~er~ 
!lge, whHcr.J f~w·one GouldiJlg~ who V'{~9 
Gunner'~ , M~t(i' , and a bri~ ~ive 'F,el. 
low, ~~ hi~ ~e~d 4P . ,the After-hltt~h· 
way, qll~m~A'ar Blankets and Water.; 
" whi,* if n.9f qro4g~t irp.mediaec:ly, {he 
~' [aid) £,he. B,~Jf-hyad of. th~ POWdCf.,. 

" room 
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w ~ w:oulal be fired, am{;l the Shjp fCDCi>'h 
_'(Rlow'lil ul-":- ()b[e:rrv.~ng ,the_-JStltlpqdjy 
.of j)he People about m~., who aood 100k-

• ,il!1g on one another, I caugh'!: up f¢v-eral 
'Bl"mkets and Rugs which lay _ [@w~reQ 

about, and flung them ~(j) ·him) 'ood ,10 
,did >others by imy example . . < 'TheLl I run 
'out: of tJhe Steerage upon D<l!ck; where 
meeting with ['Orne People that wex;e fo­
ber, iI got themt!o go 'Over 'the frde"and 
draw up Bucklets of Wa~er ,; And 'oohers 
-handing them to Goulding, whCD had by 
this. oime placed dile Blankets nmd Ru.gs 
ag.ain1il: the Bulk-head ,Gtf the ,Powder­
ROGlm, he flung 'this Water on .them, 3ilild 

there,by prevented the Fla,mes ftGrn ca~ch­
ing Dhe Powder., and ebnfi'eClj,(lelltly frCDm 
b~owing up the Ship, which mu1lt other­
wife have happened: For there Was then 
oil 60a~d at leaft thirty thoz~/;md pounds 
of Gunpowder, which had been taken 
out of feveral Prizes, it being a Comm;. 
dicy mlilCh in requefi amo@gft the N e­
groes. 

There was ftill great Confufionamongtl: 
os, occafioned by the darknefs of the 

N ighr, 
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~ , 
Night, . and the' many drunken ~le. , 
,ho were not {entible of the great ~~-

, ger we were in: Moreover, the Peol'1e In 

the Hold gave us as yet no Hopes of their .. 
getting the Maftery of (he Fire. So I 
went again on the Quarter-deck, and 
confidered with my felf, if the fire could 
not be conquered, as I could not fwilB, I 
fhould have no chance of being faved: 
and even thofe that could, would, I knew, 
be expo fed (0 be torn to pieces by vora­
cious Sharks, which abound in that Ri­
ver: So I took one of the Quarter-deck 
Gratings, and lowered it by a Rope over 
the Ship's-fide, defigning to get on that, 
if I iliould be forced to quit the Ship. For 
tho' the Boats had been once obliged [0 

come back, yet ic being a dark Nighr, 
fome People, unperceived, had flipped 
again away with chern, and were quite 
gone away. 

Whilft I ftood mufing with my felf 
OIl the ~arrer-deck. I heard a loud lhour 
upon the Main-deck, with a Huzza, 
" For a brave blajl to go to Hell with," 
which was repeated feveral times. This 

not 
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no~. only much ~led ~e) but alfo 
~any of the new entered Pirates; who 
were ftruck with a Pannick Fright, be­
lieving the . Ship was juft blowing up ; fo 
that feveral of them came running on the 
~rter-de~k, and accidentally threw me 
down, it being very dark. As foon as I 
got upon my Legs again, I heard thefe 
poor wretches fay, in a lamentable V 0ice, 
one co another; 'e Oh! chat we could b~ 
(, fo fooliili as to enter into this vile courfe 
(C of Life! The Ship will be immediately 
cc blown up, and we iliall fuffer for our 
" Villanies in Hell Fire:' So that when 
the old harden'd Rogues on the Main­
deck, wiili'd for a blaft to go to Hell 
with, the other poor wretches were at 
the [arne time under the greateft Confter­
natipn .at the thoughts of it. 

Th'e Apprehenfion of the Ship's bei'ng 
juft ready to blow up, was fo univer[a), 
that above fjfcy People got on the Bolr­
fprit, and Sprit-fail-yard, thinking they 
iliould have there a better chance for their 
Lives: But they much deceived them­
[elves, for had fo great a quantity of 

Powder 
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-Powder' l\S ,w~ at ,bat -.time on bQard, 
.been:fired,,~t ~out(}:nave blQ~n them ~p 
,to Atoms. , • 

There .was ,one Yaylor, Mailer of this 
Pirate Ship, as brifk and couragious a

e
• 

Man as ever' l' raw j (who ,afterwards 
. commanded theCaIJandra, an f-ng1iJh Etij1 
India Ship, arid carried her to'New Spain, 
where'he and' 4is Crew feparated.) This 
Perf on, with fifteen more, fpared no 
_pains to extinguifh the Fire in .the Hold j 

and rho' they were (calded in, a fad .man­
ner by tbe Flames, yet they never ih.('unk 
till it was conquered; which was not ~ill 
near ten a clock at night, when they came 
upon Deck,' declaring the Danger was 
over: So the Surgeons were called to 
dl:efs their burns. This was joyful News 
to us aU on Deck, for we liule expeCted 
to e[cape. 

I !hall now relate how this Fire .hap­
pel1ell, from which our Deliverance was 
alrmoil: miraculous. ,About half an hour. 
after eight a clock in the e~eningt a Ne­
groe Man Wf)nt .inro the I;Iold" t9 pump 
.fome Rum out of a Cafk; and 'impru-

dently 
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tiently holding ndle too near the 
}311ng~hole, a Spa -~ ell into the Hogf­
\ he~, and fet the Rum on fi re. This 
immediately fired another Ca{k. of the 
fame Liquor, whofe Bung had been; 
through carelefsnefs, left open: And both 
the Heads of the Hogilieads immedia tely 
flying out, with a report equal to thac 
of a fmall Cannon, the fire run about 
the Hold. There were twenty Ca{k.s of 
Rum, with as many Barrels of Pitch and 
Tar, very near the place where the Rum 
lay that was fired j yet i t pleafed God 
n'one of thefe took fire, otherwife it would 
have been impoffible for us to e[cape . . 

After this was over, I was obliged to 
fray on board till Morning, all the Boats 
being run away with, In that time 
Golding, the Gunner's Mate, told the Pi­
rate's Crew feveral things to my Advan­
tage: " How I had h anded the Blankets 
" to him, ahd ordered Water to be thrown: 
" on them; which faved the Bulk-h"ad, 
" where the Powder lay, fro,m being fired, 
" and confequently the Ship from being 
" blown up." So now I was more than 

T ever 
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ever in their favou-;: For feveral of chem 
defired me to com~oard the Wind­
ham Galley, the day Things were f~ld 
there at the Maft~ and chen they would 
be kind co me. Likewife Captain Davis • 
prefs'd me co come, afking me, " Whe-
e, cher che Gold Watch that was taken 
" from me was a good one?" To which 
e' I anfwering, ,, "It was very good. at that 
"time." He then raid, " He would buy 
" it for his own ufe at any rate." 

While he and I wfre talking thus, one 
of the Mates came half drunk, on the 
Quarter-deck, faying co him; "I pro~ 
~, pore in behalf of the Ship's Company, 
,~ that this Man {hall be obliged CO go 
" down the Coaft of Guinea with us; 
" for I am told we cannot have a better 
" Pilot." This was a great furprize to 
m e; but my generous Friend Davis foon 
put me out of pain. For he told him, 
" They wanted no Pilot:" and the fellow 
frill infifting on my going, Captain Davis­
caned him off the ~ner-deck, and I 
heard no more of it : For [oon afcer I wene 
on Shore co my Friend Captain Glynn's 
Houfe. Two 
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. tv.:0 da ys a..f~erjhis) a [rna 11 Ve1Yel . 
tame IOto the RiW-r; and was taken by 
th@m: It was called the Dijpatch Captain 

Wi!fon, belonging to the Royal African 
Company. Mr. Simon 'Jones, formerly my 
firO: Mate, who had entered with the 
Pirates, (as I have before related) told · 
them, on this occafion, " That he had 
U once commanded a Ship, which was 
<c hired and freighted by the African 
" Company; and that he had been very 
" unjufl:ly ufed by them; [0 he de fired 
" the Di(patch might be burned, that he 
" migh t be revenged of them ." This 
being immediately con(ented to, and forth ... 
with ordered to be executed, one John 
Stubbs, a winy briik fellow, flo od up, 
and defired to be heard firfi; faying, 
(, Pray, Gentlemen, hold a little, and I 
,e will prove to you, if this Ship is burnt, 
" you will thereby greatly [erve the Como. 
« pany's IntereO:." This drawing every 
one's attention, they bid him go on: 
Then he [aid, " The Ve1Yel has been oue 
" thefe ~wo years on her Voyage, being 
~' old and crazy, and almofi eaten to 

T 2 ~' pieces 
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H pieces 'by the \Worms; befides, her 
.. Stores are worth~ and as to her 
" Cargoe, it confifts only of a little Red­
" wood and Melegette-pepper j fo if {be 
Cc lhould be burned, the Company will 
" 10Ce little; but the poor People that 
" now belong to her, and have been 10 
cc long a Voyage, will lofe all theIr Wa­
C< ges, which, I am Cure, is three times 
" the Value of the Velfel, and of ber 
" trifling Carg0e; fo that the Company 
<, will be highly obliged to you for de­
C( ftroying her." The reft of the Crew 
being convinced by there Reafons, the 
Velfel was {pared, and delivered again to 
Captain WilJon and his People, who af ... 
terwards came Cafe to England in it . . 

The 29th of April, fuch of the Pirates 
as were my Friends, rent me word on 
Shore, "That the Sale of Necelfaries 
H was to begin that day in the afternoon, 
" in the lYindham-Galley, Captain Cock­
e; lyn." So I went on board in a large 
Cannoe, belonging to two Men that lived' 
al'hore, who went at the fame time wirh 
me. At the Sale, feve~al of the Pirates 

5 bought 
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bought many F cettitries that had been 
mine, and g.ave tnem to me. Likewife, 
Mt.James GrijJin, my SchoOlfellow, was 10 
civil .as to beg from thofe that were not fo 
kind to me, as he hoped they would have 
been. The two white Men that went . 
with me in the Cannoe, minded their own 
bufinefs fo well, that they got feveral great 
Bundles of Clothes and Goods, which 
they put into the Cannoe with mine. 

By this time feveral pirates being half 
drunk with Brandy, looked over the fide, 
and feeing fo many Bundles in the Cannoe, 
which they fuppofed to be all mine, they 
fwore, « I was infatiable, and that it 
c< would be a good deed to throw them 
"overboard." This my kind School­
fellow hearing, he came and told me of 
it; advifing me, to go immediately on 
Shore; which I accordingly did; and it 
proved very happy for me. For [oon 
after my Watch was put up to [ale, anc! 
many bidding for it, [orne qf them OUt 

()f Spite to Captain Davis, it was run up 
to one hundred Pounds, ~hich he paiq 
~own, One of the Piratl!S peing greatly I 

1L 3 v~xeq 
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vexed at" it, faid, c<JIe believed the 
" Cafes of the Watc~ 'tvere not good 
" Guld ;" and calling for a Touch-fiQIle, 
he tried them on it. The Touch looking 
of a copperiJh Colour, (as indeed all Gold­
cafes of W atches do on the touch, by 
rea[on of the quantity of Alloy puc in to 

harden them) this pretence ferved the 
turn of this Villain; who thereupon ex­
c1aim"ed againft me, faying', c< I was a 
" greater Rogue than any of them, who 
" openly profeffed Piracy; fince I was fo 
" fiy, as to bring a bafe Metal Watch, and 
<, endeavour to put it off for a gold one." 

This Speech procured me the Anger 
of many, who knew no better; they be­
Eeving every word of what he faid [0 be 
true. And tho' Captain Davis laugh'd at 
ie, yet feveral fwore, " If I had not been 
" gone on Shore, they would have whip­
<c ped me :" And as their Drunkennefs in­
creafed, they talked of fending for me (0 

be punif'hed for fo great a Villany, ai 
they called it. But my Schoolfellow 
apprehending they would really offer me 
fome Violence, was [0 kind as to fend me 

word 
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word of what had pa[s'd, by a white Man 
living on, Shorf, who was then on board; 
aclvifing me to go into the Woods, for 
they {bould fail quickly out of the River. 

The next morning early, which was 
the laft day of April, as I was juf!: going 
to follow his advice, I was agreeably fur­
prized with the arrival of one Mr. James 
Bleau, my SU'rgeon, whom they defigned 
to take by force with them. This honef!: 
Man had been very much caft down at ir. 
and had often defired me to intercede for 
his liberty: Accordingly I had done ie. 
reprefenting, " That he grieved himfelf 
c< fo much, that if he did not die quickly, 
c, yet he would be of no ufe to them :" 
But this had no effeCt. However, at 
laf!:, a fortunate accident cleared him, 
when he leaf!: expected it; for (hat very 
evening, after I was come on Shore, the 
Surgeon of the French Ship entered with 
them; whereupon they gave Mr. Bleau 
his Liberty the next morning. 

Mr. Bleau brought tis the agreeable 
News, that the three Pirate Ships, with 
their Tender, were under f~il, going out 
, ' r 4- of 
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~:>f the Ri~er. This gave us all on Shore 
the highefr SatisfaClion ;'£or I had beep 
then in their hands a Month, and many 
others much long~r. Mr. Bleau, wh~m 
I have here mentioned, lives now at 
Woodford-Row on Epping-Fore.ft, whj:re 
he follows his Bufinefs. ' 

liliall now inform the Reader, wha~ 
be~ame of my kind Schoolfellow Griffin, 
i'J.nd my generous Friend Davis. The 
firfr took an opportunity of getting out 
of the hands Q.f the -pjratys, by taking 
away a Boat from ~he St~rn of rhe Ship 
he was iJl, when off the Road of Anna­
~aboe, on the Coafr of Guinea. He was 
~iriven on Shore there, unperceive~ in the 
night time; and from thence went to 
Cape Coclji Cajlle, belonging to the Royal 
African Company; from which place he 
went Paffenger to Barbadoes, in an Engli./h 
Ship; where he was taken with a violent 
Fever and died. 
. A~ to Davis~ having difcovered, a few 
days after they left the River Sierraleon, a 
Confpiracy, to deprive him of his Com­
~nand, which was carried op by one '1'0)'-

lor, 
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lor, that was Mafter of the Ship under 
him, he timelY'prevent~d it: But he and 
fom~ others left th~ir Ship, and went on 
bo~rd the Wz'ndam Galley, Captain C(JCk­
lyn, by whom he found Taylor had been 
fet on to difplace him, Thjs caufing him 
fO l~ave their Pi1rtnerfhip, he took a few · 
days after one Captain Plumb in the Prz'n­
refs of Lonr/on, whofe f€cond Mate Ro­
~erts, fo fampus ;ifterwards for his Vil­
lanies, emered with him; and Davis's 
Cr~w, after plundering the Ship, refiored 
her to Captain Plumb again. After this, 
Captain Davis went fpr the I!1and Prin­
ce[s, belonging to tl1e Portugutft, whiJ:h 
lies in the Bay of Guinea,. Here the Pi­
rates gave out, "They w~re a ~ing's 
" Ship;" but the People foon di[covered 
what they were by their lavilhne[s, E' 
PQrchafing fre{h Provifions with Goo s; 
but the Governour winked at it, on c­
~ount of the great Gains he, and Qthers 
of the chief of his People mape by them. 
But at laft fome putting hiql in mind, 
" That if this Affair fuould come to the 
~~ J\ing of J?ortugal's e~r, ~t might prove 

'~ hi& 
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c/ his ruin;" he plotted how to dellroy 
Davis and his Crew, i~order to colour 
over what he had fa bafely permitted. in 
~llowing them a free trade, after difcover­
ing they were Pirates. 

Captain Davis being one day on Shore 
with the Governor, he told him, " They 
" defigned to fail from the Ifl,(md in three 
" days, and that he would come, and take 
~, his leave of him the day before." Ac­
~ordingly he went on a Sunday morning, 
taking with him his firfl: Surgeon, the 
Trumpeter>~nd fame others, l;>efides the 
Boat's Crew. At thei .. coming into the 
Governor's Houfe, they faw no body to 
receive them; fo they went 00, till they 
~ame inco a long Gallery fronting the 
Street. ~ere the Governor's Major Do­
mo prefentlycame to them, faying, " Hi$ 
~( Mailer was at his COQotry-Hou[e, but 
" he had fent a MefTeoger to him, when 
" they faw Captain Davis coming on 
«( Shore; and no doubt he would Coon 
,~ be in Town." But the Surgeon ob­
[erving, that many People had got toge­
ther in the Street, with Arms in their 
, . . hands~ 
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hands, he faid to his qrptain) "I am '-
" fure we lhalffee no Governor to day," 
an) advifed him immedlat,ely to go away. 
So Davis and the Surgeon went Out of 

• the Houfe; whereupon the Major-DomO, 
qJled to the People in the Street, to fire 
at them. The Surgeon and two more . 
were kiU'd on the Spo~ and the Trum­
peter was wounded in the Arm, who­
feeing two Capuchin Friers (from whom 
I had this Account at the Hlang Princifs) 
fled to them. One of them took him in 
his Arms to fave him, but a Portugzte.Je 
came, and iliot him dead without any 
regard to the Frier's ProteCtion. Captain 
Davis, tho' he had four Shots in divers 
parts of his Body, yet continued running 
towards the Boat: But being clofely pur­
fued, a fifth Shot made him fall, and the 
Portuguefe being amazed at his great 
Strength and Courage, cut his Throat, 
that they might be fme of him. 

The Boat's Crew hearing the firing, 
put off in good time at fome difranc~ 
from the Shore; and feeing the Portu- . 
guefl advancing to fire at them) they rowed 

on 
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on board their Ship; where relating what 
had happened, as they ni'ppofed, to their 
Captain, and to the reft left on Shore, ia .fet 
tbe Pirates all in a flame; and they direaIy 
chofe Roberts for their Commander, vow­
ing a revere revenge on the Portttguefl. 

The Water was fo {hallow, that they 
could not get their Ship near the Town; 
fo they prepared a Raft, on which they 
mounted feveral pieces of Cannon, with 
whi{;h they fired at the place: But the 
Inhabitants having quitted it, and all ths 
Houfes being of Timber, they did little 
damage to the Town. Neither durft 
they land to burn the Place, for fear of 
the great Number of People, whom t&ey 
perceived in the Bullies with fmall Arms: 
So, they returned to their Ship, and th~ 
next day failed out of the Harbour. 

Th1.:!s fell Captain Davis, who (al­
lowing for the Courfe of Life he had 
been unhappily engaged in) was a moft 
generous humane Perfon. And thus Ro­
berts arofe, who proved the reverfe of 
him, and did afterwards a great deal of 
. mif~hief in Jh~ We.ft Indies, and on the 

Coatt 
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Coaa of Guinea; till he and his Crer,v 
were happily f~refs'd by Sir Chaloner 
Ogle, in the Swallow Man of War, and: 
in ~e Engagement, Roberts, and feveral 

• of his Peopfe were killed. But as there 
is An Account of the Pirates publi!hed, in 
which the prlnclpai Actions of Roberts 
are related, I !hall fay nothing · more of 
him here; but go on to relate what is 
not mentioned in the aforefaid Book. 

As foon as it was commonly known; 
that thei>irates were failed from Sierraleo11, 
Captain Bennet and Cf'hompfon, with fe­
veral others that had been obliged to keep 
in the Woods, as I have formerly related, 
came to Captain Glynn's Houfe. There 
we an confulted about preparing the 
Brifiol Snow, which the Pirates had [pared 
at my Intrea.ty, [0 as to make it fit for 
us to return to England in. There was 
with us one Captain David Creichton, in 
the Elizabeth of London, laden with dying 
Wood; whom the Pirates .had taken not 
long before me. Him they plundered, and 
would have defiroyed, but by the Interefr 
of' Mr. James GriJfin, who had been chief 

Mate 

- ,-,-



.1"" l 

286 A new Account of Guinea, 
Mace with the Captain's Brother, the 
Ship was [pared. In ri'~s Ship Captain 
Creichton took as many People as he ~of"" 
nbly could, in order to fpare . our Provi­
nons, and failed a few days after the Pi­
rates left the River Sierra/eon, for London: 
We that were left behind, fent notice by 
him to our Owners of the great Misfor­
tunes that had befallen us. 

Then applying our felves to fit the 
Briflol-Snow, whom a worthy Perfon, one 
Captain John Morris, commanded, we 
found we !hould be in very great want 
of Provifions, confidering how many poor 
People defired to go home with us. Upon 
that Captain Glynn fent a fmall Sloop be­
longing to him, to fetch Provifions from 
the River Sherberow, where the deftroy­
iog Pirates had not been. From thence 
!he returned in a few days, with a good 
quantity; and one Captain Nisbet having 
found under his Ship's Ballaft in the Hold, 
feveral Calks of Beef; which had not 

I 

come to the knowledge of the Pirates 
(otherwife it would no doubt have been 
deftroyed, as moft part of his Cargoe was) 

5 he 
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he was [0 kind as ;0 [pare me as much of 
this Beef as he poffi~y could; and I drew 
a Bil~n my Owner for the value of it. . 

Moreover., we found in the Frmcb 
'3hip that had been taken, and afterwards 
run on Shore by the Pirates, a large quan­
tity of good Bifcuit, [0 that now we were 
fufficiently provided in all refpeCts. 

La!Uy, knowing that large quantities 
of Goods had been given by the Pirates. 
to all the white Men refiding on Shore 
upon their own accounts, we all wel,1t in 
a Body to demand them. Meffieurs Mead 
and Pearce, who were in Partnerfuip, 
very readily and honourably delivered up 
all they were poifeffed of: But others 
did not follow their Example; for they 
only !hewed us what Goods they thought 
proper., of which . I allowed them one 
third part for fal vage. 

So I iliipp'd what I had recovered from 
them, with the other Goods the Pirates 
had given me formerly out of Captain 
Morris's Veffel; and then we embarked in 
her,being above fixty Paffengers, befides fix 
Mafters of Ships, whofe Veffels had been 

deftroyed, 
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defiroyed, or fitted for the. ufe of the Pi4 
rates. We left the Mer Sierra/eon the 
loth day of May, and, after a tediouc PaC-

• {age, occafioned by the Ship's . bad fahing, 
we came fafe to Brijlol, the fidl: of Au~· 
gzljl 17l9. 

On my landing at the Key, Mr. CaJa~ 
major, Merchant of that City, came [0 me, 
apd 'deiivered me a Letter from my Owner, 
the late Humphrey Morrice Efq; who had 
received mine by Captain Creichton, with 
;the account of my Misfortune, a few days 
15efQ.re we arrived at Briflol. Mr. Morrice, 
in his Letter, was pleafed to comfort me 
under fo fevere a Trial, as I had undergone, 
affuring me, " He would immediately 
" give me the Command of another Ship; 
" (~pich accordingly he mofi generoufiy 
""_dKd (o~n after) . and that he had ordered 
c~, Mr., 9afaJUajor, his Correfpondenr, to 
,~~Jup'ply . me with Money, [0 difiribme 
' \. ~~9.ngft my poor Sailors, who had re­
ce ' t~~?ed w~th me to Briflol; in order to 
" enable them.to go' [O their feveral Ha­
" bit;dbns," which was in feveral Parts 
of England. 

Laus DEO. 



I ". 


