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1. 

gti.oF..i~ie_I11.~i.l: .• Oll .. 'l'1'51.d.Q •• w.i.l..hi,n _l'.110. P}'().~? l1.t. J'.i.m.i [;0 of L}lIJ f_hv[..trH' O!:.J:..l.!.!J_Y.cC 

(Hunic. J\rch. Hottl.ll'Unnl, "Handol n6. 83) in: G.V,III Tlnd-:ol: .80110 t1omoriv 

over den lbndol dol' I.1n:, ollllJl,roolw 1(,'/0) 

Bet\Je ':1 Cape i.",1t) J'o.lmuc alld Cnpo l, s-hollO iG thu '1'00 th Coaa t" wh or9 

one finds no thLlg but oJ c}'ho.nts I l;oo th. 1"'" "1" r:·,p _ r,al.e 1'0 to l\urJino ie 

the Quaqua Coast, \/11 e1''J one findEJ lvtl1inC 'l1 d, qUUY.ll8. clo:'h, HJllch is 

sold to tll<;~ Negroes i'l o;:(cahnge of [~old ()11 Lbo ColO c:o,'~ t 

••• The Compo use~ to have a small fort in l ~ ulra •.• and a atone redoubt 

on th~ other side of the river •• • and a ferry, where it used to levy 

tolls. 

\fe hac a lodve frof.l t101e to time at Comwany, 'uut the ::Jl~ cl~a often quarrel-

, ed \1i th us , because, althou:,h these pe0J:,le have sold the; beac1les of the 

entire Kingdom to us, the! a110\1 the J~nGlish af> \1(:11 us the French to 

build lodges on the beacL. In such cases the General mostly closes the 

paths from Cowman:'!' toche Caccle d I lUmina. v/l lic !1 soml. tlmes cools tne 

natives dOlin, but sometime 5 not , and conse~ucntl y t~el are constantly 

trol.blesome. ~here is little trade. 

A lodge has,een ectaJlished at A'1omaboe, '.;i~l out any j'..~ ri8diction, 

but to l,ceep others a'.lay, and also to t r' a ce, in t'.e (\, .. " S that the English 

had the fort at Cormantyn • •.• the sa~e at Adia 'ut durin~ t~e English 

'dar it fell into t:L "<'U1ds OJ. tl e :::::nglish" \.'ho s t ill' ave it. • • 

Corm&ntyn: ••. since t_~e Company ilas jecn i n possessiol. o f it l;;here is 

littl e trade, because of ~he tro ubles \Ii th the natives. rher h is no 

juri~diction attac~ed to it ..• 

Accra: •.. the King ente·ct ,3.j nB .;.' '2~e aJ.:' ITa L i0:.::: ')llt t ~e J:.'e-;l ish nave 

no posse ssion there. 

l\rdra: the Compa~y has thera a lodge, and it i s so i g, that it looks 

l ike a b i g village. ~very year we buy there 2,500 to 3,000, so~etif.les 

even more slaves.~Thp English an· t~_ French also ',ave lodges he re, and 

they are a l so doing their best. The ~inG is tri~utary to the King of 

I3em.:kn . 

Ri o Be ny n: ••• the Co.71pan"T 'lac; t r" a lodge i n the ,:-reat city of Den·'n. 

Nothi ng but Denyn-cloth for t' le I!egroes is ',o'~g:, t c-ere . T~)e \1 ', ites are 

s o much i E esteUln there, that no·,)oo" uo1'1c1 dare to :'arm thcm or even 

t ouch t hem \lith a f i nGer. oil~per[(l ty o f death . 'fl'e Directors send there 

tvlice o r t h rice a year a ~h't; to c,,)llect t l:e clotl \I ich is sold down 

to Cape J~opes . i n Rio Camerones, l~io oel ney and Calahry we have n o 

pos s es s ions on shore. The ne3r oes who are bought in that area are bad 

and stubborn , and offen ~ill themse l ves. They are exclu~e d from the 

Spanish Contra ct . 

\I e have a capita l posA PRs ion a t Loango i n Ango l a, in the form of a lo dge 

mann ed '0y a factor ; i t i s s ub jec t to the; Dl acks, but tiwre and i n the 

su~ -stationB t he C om~any b uys a n n u a l ly a bou t 3,000 negro-s l aves. 

4 e have another po s s es s i on in Sonho ( nio Zai re ) \ i n the form of a lod~e. 

The Princ e of f; onho i s a Chri st i an, Homan Catholic, but v ery frien dl y 

to\,lards the Dutch and quite powerful . IIe i s mas t er o f t he Kinfidom Cone;o 



was able to bring 10,000 men into th8 (battle-)field within two weeks, 

( and always pretends that he shall drive the Portusuese out of Loando 

St.Paolo (sic), if only we \'1ere to assist him with sbips . Furthermore 

we have some small lodges, like t :., e ones at Malemba and G 1 oy. Much 

ivory and copper is also o~fer~Q "". 

The particular C}.lambers of the Company are respo nsible for the follow­

ing areas: 1. Chamber Amsterdam : Cabo Vb~de , Vii th its main-lodge on the 

island Goedereeae (Goree), and minor tradcposts on the continent, on the 

cape, Pourto Dalie (Portendick? ). ~efisco (Rufisque), Sj ouale (Joal), etc. 

There is one Chief-merchants, t ~ ere arc two or more sub-factors and 3 or4 

assistants, as well aS ~a Garr ison of a bout 100. 1here are two forts on 

Goedereede, the upper and t he lowe~ one. It was only during the Second 

English \'Jar that a vlell ldas .. fOl:nd ill the upper-fort , There is trade in 

hides, wax and ivory. Ther s a re also some Negroes of fere d for sale; 

they are of the best quaIti ty , D.l1d t:,e ')lackest of t llO w:101e of Africa, 

but they are dear and rare . 2. The Chamber Zealand is responsible for 

the trad e of Argyn (Arguin) and the surr o~ndings of Cape Blanco. There 

is a chief-merchant and a staff of a~out 25. Wain articles of trade: 

ostrich-feathers and gum . The ~eal~nderB try to revive fishery. The 

fish is dried and b rought to the Canary Islands. 

3.Chamber Haze (Rotterdam): Rio Sierra Lione, Trade in ivory and dye-wood, 

The Company has once considered establ ishing a colony there, but like 

the rest of West Africa, it is too unheal thy there. l Ie once h ad a lodge 

there , ~jut it ha.s '::Je an a ;)andoned . 4. Cilamber Frie~land & IJorthern Quarter: 

the Grain Coast; the Company has no for ts or ~o dges there, Little trade, 

but sometimes profita~) l ec 5 , C)lam'.:ler Btad 2: Lande (Gron:i:.ngen): the Gambia; 

since the English War, the Englis~ ~ave built forts at t h e mouth of the 

riveI'I and keep it close d to UB. 

ARA ; Rademacher Arch, lio . .587 Heerman Abrams ~ to Assembly of Ten , 23rd. 
~Jovember 1679 ( '.lri t ten after h is reuUlln) 

.•• In the territory of t~e King of AGua f f o ve h ave a lodge at Little 

Commany , \'1hich \'1aS erected ia I G"'!3" But "lt1e ilave abandoned that lodge 

several times and re-oc cupied it, like the J~nglish have done since they 

started competing vIi th us i n tlw.c area. ;\t Chama vIe have a small fort, 

where vie get some gold f rom t,dom~a and 'rjuf i"e r. At Sekondi too, the 

• English have crept in, i n spite of t~e promises to the contrary, the 

natives have allowed t h is. At Taccorary, wheee we also have a lodge, the 

trade is meagre, because the natives keep the ir gold to themselves till 

foreign ships show up •.• quite -c on~rary to their earlier promises they 

trade every day with English , Portuguese and otber s h ips , and so we have 

decided in 1678 to a bandon this lodge. The English have abandoned theirs 

in 1650, we left that place to avoid the pa7ment of market-, ships'-

and year-gifts \1111cb. "Ie :1ad ;;JroLj.se r' to those of Tac.corary, if they traded 

exclUSively \;,i th us, 'Ie also t~lO l~ ~;:l t thc, -c it might serve as a Harning to 

their neighbours. 



'rhere is li t no trod r;, tt t Dutri, l)ut ao 1';np;1ish Qua "ther (forfJign) 

ships continuously vicit. th. L pJo.ce in ordor' to (jot vlOt er, millef; 

(milxs)and othor llocessi t::,a[; for thoir voya/~er; I.mel thoir el~veo, He 

snould keel' that plrtce in PO/3scsc.don., hElca.1tse 0 Lhol'wieo othol's "/ould 

talte it. The] \J c..~l~': c·u .... t:10 Gu.cl ..• : .. :QI,,';[,l.lira, vJasfJa, t.dom and 

other areaS to be sent there, to the great prejudice of our ostab­

lishments at Ax~m, Sacconuee anJ Chama. 

Axim is a place o f considera~le va~ue , ... because the surrounding 

peoples have to co~e there to put ~efore t he facto r of the Company 

all t heir litigations ... if we l ost it) the entire trade of the 

area would b e lost to us . . therefore this place should a lways be 

provided \1i th a proper 11 c hief 11 (oppe_~.?..?~ft = sUPervisor, leader) , 

who is experienced with the jurisdiction and customs of those blacks. 

At Cabo Cors the Company established first a lodg e in 1638 on the 

request of the inhabitants . It was quietly mainta ine d by the Comp­

any till 1647 , but in that year the English, seducing the natives 

with gifts, have illegally intruded, and acquired poes6ssiori of ·a 

lodge there. We even saw ourselves compelled, because of t h e ill­

behaviour of the blacks, to a bandon t he place in 16L:-8, but the Dng­

lish who, in the aforesaid manner had crept in , have only been able 

to keep it for a s h ort while, as t h ose of Futtu in 1650 dedicated 

their land aud beach to one Hendrick Caerlof, for t he account of the 

Crown of Sweden, who has also built there a g ood stronghold and 

carried on a prosperous t r a de, till 1 658 , when the aforesaid Caerlof 

has ••• robbed the a f oresaid Swedes of that place and brought it 

under the Crown of Denmark. But later on those o f Futtu h ave taken 

it from the Danes anc1 g iven i t i n 1 663, by a g r eement , to the Comp­

any; the latter also h as p08sesced it onl y for on e year , as it has 

been sold and transferred by its garr ison to t he English, who have 

much reinforced and extended it .," Fredericksborg officially still 

is a Dani s h pORress ion, but i t is badly cared for, and it has not 

received any supplies siuce more than 6 years. But they maintain 

it for their private profit , and they n ot only provide the inter­

lopers to ge t their needs, but also the Por tuguese who come to the 

Coast. The lat ternot onl y frre l y anchor on those roads, but the 

English TIoyal Company also carr ies on qoing no small trade with 

them. Through their smug21e they invariably manage to sell their 

goods \lith 25/'; profit to t he King ~rtugal); which enables them 

to spend a lot, through t he intpcmediary of t h ose Danes on those of 

Futtu, in order to continue. This is a ma tter which Y.H. and the 

aforesaid Rn~Rl Company Rhould no longe r allow to happen, as it 

causes the decay of the trade of both. 

Moure is one of the best tre~ing places for us as well as for t h e 

Acannists and other merchants, because througl1 t he land of Saboe, 

which is there situated, they go straight to Atty, which belongs to 



the Ac annists. '.10 Lh'l'vfol'C IlllH..;t 1I1,inL",in Ocl r fort there; the 

c osts of l:1ainteno.llce co\.:lo 110\lE;vor l,e rc(iucoc1. One mile below 

Moure bec i ns t he Fantyn co~ntr,f, at ~ vil1a~ c called l\.n~ esiang> 

where the Englis11 l'ad std:ted to l)t::iJ d a stonE: stl'ong' olel in thE:: 

years 1 6,4 - '55, but at pre6e~t it is in ~ delapido.tod 6t~te. 

Af t on/a rds tl-w. t plD.cc: has '),;:,n pre:Gontcd t o t lJ. l"rc;lCQ E'j((~ o t~H>r6 

t o estc.01 is:l th(~l'(: a louse , bu t so far ,,0 ,oc1y seems to ,leva ~)e come 

r ea1 1.y i n torcGted. ~Jc d0 ;, )',J eV0r fear L,"cll. tlwt rilU 'w.ppen one of 

these days. 

Annemab o e has 'Jeen dedic ~'i:e d to t'l(; COLlpe"lY by t 10 /<:mt /ll nraffo in 

1638 or ")9, and tLus belon2,s to us, '..Jut \Ie "e. ve IG.LL it "fal loH"" 

i n o1'c1 ,,1 to avoid trou ~) lf. wi t;, t;L I;n[;lis· . '1': i,s in api to of the 

\H i tton contract t~le COLl) , '!ly Illc\de i ll l S21, vJitl, .l ru.f fo I.noroo, reser­

vin", t:1G \1.1010 coast of :C,'].ll t~rn to t,:(.' IJutch. ,jut t110.t ~re8.ty has 

proved i neffostive:: t.C J\H:: r]es first built tl..:rc i i, 1651 a thatch·­

and-mud lod2:e , ',",l i e .:d'"i;:;·cvl~."':ls vJao reconctnlcted i n stone and 

formerly :';',Iedis': posseG ~;io: ::; , In '\)1'i l l C,)l i t va'S transferred 

by t~lO s e so ·-called Dc:.ne.s to L·,(: ! ',"11'. '':;0 l-;}a..:/, ~J : i , • ::ept it till 

it \las t reach,~rol.sl _r tal. e n .", t';] _'l1',;l:u:;' OL1 1 9th J "l1e 1 S61,) a t a 

Ad i a a l·line. fiE~.in::, vil.',c.gG i. 3 1 ~',l&te(~ ll~l: _'\1£1.' 'JettlC el1 Annema-

• 1-J o e anc1 COrill2.l, t ,'n. rr~le! 0 ::, l ~ C0I.1:;::2.ny 'Jllil t t" _1'c. in 16VI (in res-

pons e to the: chal l e:lse "10S(:1 ',.' t; 

s tronG pro tests proc8 ~de(1. \Ii t", t~ .. u~l~in~ a 10d~c next to ours 

o n th :) Ca,':lo Corso) a s i:o.,(; 1 0(1('1'e \' i '" l,kS c0.1 106 I'Gooel. li ope' • 

For a considerable tiwo i t ~as ODe o. t~e lost famoJ s trading-

places ulon0 t~o Fantyn ~e2ch. }ut ':;',0 :~n~.J is' pretended that 

the Fantyn heach :lac1 ")e .1': c'ec1icatocl to t"~::l, ',Ii t:l tno exclusion 

of oth.Y nations, a~~ thc.'· cons tantly cause ~ trouble, till on 

12t 1 j'une 1661: t' :e, treacl1ero ' .sl ;' took i t, cluri:13 peace - tilJe ., a n d 

destroyed i t. J~ut latvr a ·t ~~' ~ C'.vi ng lost t,'oir fort at Cormantyn, 

they t OO!C Ac1 i a anc1 "n,lema')Oe ag ,-l i Ll i rl )oGSeS'. i L"l. 

The f o rt a t COrl.lt',ntyn \'/0.3 lJl .. 1 t ')~r Lll" '~!'" lis , i n 1 638 •• • a nd teken 

by the Dut~h i n 1665, ~s Q _rycs icl rcven~e a~e in3t ~ral1c is ~ e lwyn. 

uh o had t iJ.:~en til. 10(1 ;:, OS at Itnnema',oe 2"F' tclio.. ..It 0 \ ::;,~, the Eng-

l i sh hav e s i nce t in o;:,(' ''r to 

get the f ort back • .. i t all' 2G a n in vain . 

Af t e r Fa n t yn comes t:,e C01\ntJ:,· of 1'.C;l':'.nae •. vl'l i c'l has an easy -approach ( from the s ea) and uould oIl .r Good opportunit i es for t r ade, 

but becaus e o f t ll, r O\J(1iness of i ts i'1:'C'.b i t 'nts, U~lO se":lTI to prefer 

to make war ra t ~c r th~n to t rad e , the re i s little Gold trade. It 

must 'je adde d, til" t sla v es can e ~ s i l~' be o )to.in e d there. In tlle 

days o f the Pr i vate Trade and i n ~, _3rl,' ~Gys of the Compan y tllere 

was some go o d t rade i n Grea t o.nd L i ttl" 13a r'm, \,"i("l s t:..' e tch a ll the 

way dovln to Ac c ra, bu t l101,/ t)._,'L trade ha s ,eon t ot C\ l ly c1,i v erted t o 

othe r ar eas. TllC!re fo r e 'l;'w Compan:' :las so fa~' n a t b \'li l t any l odge 
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also because the EnGl ish . wl'lO :1Cl. \re a lo c.ge a t 1) ion1J u , ¥lou. ld doubtlessly 

take this usa caus e for dispute . 

Craa, on the heac h of ti10 C raa ,·co Ul1L )'~7, has been since long a regular 

trading pla ce of t h is Coast ., ill :'J pite of its ~) ac~ har?)onrl) U!' to 16 1~'7 

our ships used conti~ually t o do tLuir trad3 O ll the sea, but in that 

year the whole beac h a nd t :l E': trac10 - ui t ' ,. t he e xc lusio n of all other 

nations- has ~een dedicated to t h~ J ohle Company jy the Xing, who 

consented to our buil d in~ a for~ th ~re, and so ill that same year a 

good stone lodge, nCrovecoeur,i I ual:j es'cablis:1ed, T:1G successor of 

mentioned King has confirme ~ OLT possession th ure, not , however , withQut 

having received from us c onsid ~ ra~le gi f ts , so~e of whi ch are still 

paid t o hiD at recu12Y int rval s. ~ut tliB Accrase , who like it seems to 

be the nature of all the bl acks, only stick to their promises as long 

as they see aCl.vantage 1. n t:,-G r,~ and so t :.e} have in 1.:)1:·8 welcomed the 

English, as well as t h0 ment i oned Cae r lof, on the ac c ount of Sweden, to 

whom they gave the permission to ~ ui l d a lodg o at Orsoe, which was 

given to tho Danos 1.D 1658, an~ in 1 659 to the Company, which has only 

kept it till 1661. L l 'N l:c ic > ~'e8.r t he· ,.D ti ve s wi tL t~ ,C use of violence 

gave it to another kind of Danes w ~c had T0 c 3il tl y come to t ~ e Coas t. 

Behind Atty lies tha great co~n tl y o f Ac caniUn which is partition­

ed in three nain-parts : t o t he North of , or i n ~hc int~r ior of Elmina 

the Akkanists arc c 211 eo. Cr ysakecse, in the i nter i or north of Cormantyn 

are the Cocoriteese a~J behind Craa are t ie A\ imse Akkanists. Besides 

Accani~n follou tho ~old - r ic h cc ~~trieG o f ~dDnc3e ~afoc and St.Zocco, 

which i8 rich with mines. Adanco ~ trad es mostl y wi t h the Coc oriteese 

Accanists, as it is situated cl ~ s.st to t · ~ m. Due t o t he ir mutua l 

fio.eli ty t hey bave occasion to '.' loi:1;.; t > .. e ir '.var ~JS to Adancee , a nd conseq-

uently the Cocorite ese Accaniste ~rinG most Gold. Tafoo trades with 

Adancee, of which they ars a lit t l e afrai d. S t. Zocco , which is rich~r 

wi th mines, sticl-::s to a fixed :"",10, th.:::.t for' li ds otl'(: r nat i ons to 

tread into their t err i to r y in ord0 ~ t o Sp! on it or to ma~ e war on it. 

They do t he ir trade o·,'. tside , i n c~ ~~ o r est \'!' l ic~ is made in to a mar ke t , 

where t hos e of Adance e , ~afoo an~ o t':~ r trading places r ender themselves, 

puttiag do\m their bold. VIi '~h. t .·j ",eiC' t 01' th u price on top , t hen they 

give a signal and go aVJ8.~ · . 'J.' ~.l c:n t ;.lOSE: 0::' Zac · .. ot come to view t he gold, 

and put dO\m as r;1UC ~" as t:!'j ';' 1I,an.t t o ;~ ivc for it ., 2n~ C1.side the 

rest, thus putting theiT goods for sale, and t hen the y give a signal and 

leave . Then the others come aGain, and give a sign i f the goods please 

them , and leave agai n. Then thOSE: of St. Zocco come a ga in , and pay what 

they like , and let lie that Oll "'h ich is too much we i ght. The y go away, 

and don't return before they foreigners come to collect t he ir goods and 

(what rema ins of the ?) gold , and afte~vards each goes his own way; it 

is said, that behind that countr ; \!~ ~teme~ are living. r think they should 
be MODI'S. (It is also said that) most of L~u 6016 is sent i n that direction. 

From this description Y.n. can easily sec how eas i ly this aroa cab be 

penetrated by anybody who wants to trade, and ~ow easi l y this trade can be 

stopped by the disputes \i11iC;l t:"G 11C-.tiV03 :-:['ve everJ noVi o.n(1 then in the 
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interior) and \'1:1ich are started on V,e slightest pretext. 

The Accanists, who are real trad&rs, used to trade in all these areas, 

and they alone controlled all trade, travelling with large numbers of 

slaves to canry their goods t hrough all those places. But as a result 

of the wars 1I1hich the ])1 2.ck s so often stD.rt for trifling reasons, this 

trade is suddenly stopped .. th1 passages are closed .•. and especially 

since rifles and gunpowder have ~ e ~ L int roduced, t' l ings have become much 

' worse, the natives having become much more war-like .••. Consequently 

the whole Coast has COl,]8 into a )': inc1 of state of 1,Jar. This has started 

in the y ear 1658, and ~radually i:1is tns gohG so far, that none of the 

passages could a~y80r2 be used , and none of th~ traders could come through. 

This has caused considera~le dama~e to the last Company, the more as 

its liabilities did not diminish; and t h is would have destroyed it 

much earlier, if it had not b een for the continued slave trade. Slaves 

~ were very easy to get by, on the Gold Coast , because of the wars. In 

Arder, on th s contrary, t he slave trade was entirely stopped because 

of war. Therefore I . H. have donb well to try -when assuming authority 

in this New Company- to br i ng t h is long l asting war finall y to an end 

and to revive the trade . I have also done my utter best, when on duty 

in that land, to put Y.ll.'s good i ntention into e x ecution, and it has 

pleased to the Allmi gh ty God to bless our labours and attempts, ·if not 

entirely, at least for a g ood part ; Y. ;: . may be content with the 

fact that not only t h e Accan ists have come to an a greement with their 

enomies and have brough t other traders with them, so that the trade 

has again bec ome as considerahl 8 as i t ~aB dur ing t "'G y ears 1676-'78 
during my last stay on the Coast , und all appearance se oms to be that 

it will continue, it also se om s even to increase since I have made 

Adorn , Wassa, Tiuffer and other states introduce a new market on every 

Friday, on which all merci1aYldis e is '.) rouc11 t " and of "/11 ic h the good 

fruits could already be seen baiora my last 0e parture from the Coast. 

For t h is trade, in order to con tinue it ~n t he various tradeposts 

of the Company, I 11Bve l eft for m~r successor goods to a value of about 

400, 000 flonhns , :/1:ic '._ vIi t ~l loe\! s upplies comine;, He may expec t to 

produce good returns for the y ear 1680. 

In order to resist successfully the interlo)ers and others, we think 

it advisable 

ionary s h ip) 

, •. t llC,t; t he COli:pany f.lainta i n continuously ~er (stat­

or good y~cht of ~ Assinee and Ab ine e wi th a car of 

current tradegoods. This yacht nay also sail up to C a~o La Hoe, were 

most ivory is brought (of which the interlopers generally take 10, 15, 

or even 20,000 Ibs , and take at Assine e and A'.J inee in 10 to 14 days 

not lesG than 40 to 50 Marks of go ld).(sic) T~e r 8 are interlopers who 

do their entire trade on the Up~er Coast , and since the blacks on the 

Upper Coast and in surroundiL[ areas wait ior thc arrival of such ships 

because they sell their merchandise for a bette r pr ic e thon we do, it 

should be advisable that we set our pricbs f irst i~ sue:. a way, that 

the interlopers can n o more suc cess full y compete wi th us. 
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The English nnd 0 thers I l~nowin,; full \/011 that thoy ure not allowed 

to trade in front of our forts, anchor ahout 1 milo East or \{est of 

them, and give to th~ blacks op:>ortuni ty to come on hoard of the:ir 

tships to trade .•• our forts :::: olllc. alvlD..} S 'JG commanded ')y good fac·· 

tors and be supplied wit:1 current trndC:Goods. Y,H. are vTell aware of 

the great importance of tho slave trade, but proper transportation is 

also very ioportant t~Q sailors drink too much, and the ships often 

are short of crew. Do proper care is taken of t~e slaves, and they are 

so badly treated, that the y take those people so evil that they don't 

eat and sorrow themselves to death. Yet, if they are well cared for 

by captains, who let t~em sing and dance every day and let them be 

hap~)y, t~1ey stay quite heal thy, anrl therefore it is highly advisable 

to use only well-experienced people for t h is (trade). 

'I e used to trade (every year) about 7 to 8 months in the Bight, 

which did not produce more than about 5 to 6,000 Ibs of ivory; but 

now, with proper cargoes, the capt~ins return after 4 or 5 months with 

10, 12, 15, even 20,000 I bs of ivory . 'I e suffer however of a shortage 

of ships (for this trade), so I beg you to increase onr fleet with two 

yachts for this purpose , each long 64 ft. equipped with 10 to 12 men 

and 4 to 6 small guns ... a factor should ')e sent there with the ships, 

and, if possible, reside there. 

Concerning Angola; or the South~rn Coast of ~frica) where the Noble 

Company has had for many years. and still has, a g o od lodge at Loango, 

we can state that ~~ery year Ju ,ooo Ihs of ivory and also a creat quant­

i ty of red copper used to be bouc;ht, "but t:lis trade has much declined 

as a result of the negligence and rapacity of tho factors . • there are 

many traders amonr; the Angola blacks, \-Tho will not think any trouble too 

great to make some profit. if th8 Company were to require more 

slaves, it could get from there every year 4 to 5 ship-loads, and for 

this purpose lodges could be esta~lis4ed at Lemba and in Zonje, but 

special care should :'0 ta' .• en, tllUt t~,-e COr.lpany employ there, as on the 

Gold Coast, oaly pious and cood factors. 

The garrisons of the forts and lodges CQuld 'e limited, in time of 

good peace, to 120 men, besides t ne people needed for commerce and to 

man the yachts • 

.... Outside the castle, in front of t'le gate) is a 'J ig square, on "Thich 

it is difficult to \'Ialk, because of the unevenneSfjCOIlthe rocks. I have 

levelled it and floored it \vi t' , ~i[~ souare: stones I also made of yellow 

bricks a compass ; similar to t:l one \Ie l1Cl.Ve :. ere in t:w yard of the 

Admiralty, in the centre of \lhich llas b e en put a sun-dial. I also 

buil t across the entrance a royal gate of stone, Vii thout doors, \'/hich 

is every day guarded by soldiers, as is (also?) done by the natives with 

a lot of show and dances in their o\m r.lanner. 

The little fort or lodge "Crevec~url', \~:1icL was very delapidated, I 

haTe changed and I have added a new strong atone house, and consists now 

not only of the old storehouse fo~ trade goods , ~ut also of a trad~-cpunter 
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on one eide, and o f a rOOlit for the Factor on the other . In the ' contre 

is a Hall or Squaro for the Blacl~s , \{hore. they enn walk or oit; on top 

o f the platlorl.l are riac c:nl 'I- lit · 10 iro n r.;Ul1S , in ord or to ward o ff 

eventuo.li ties frola t; ; , t! si de o f L.I:;: l'.o:, rous. ']' (; fort is garrisoned by 

one Factor, one Assistan t and SiE soldiers. 

The lodge at Little Commal1~ is made of wood and thatch, and surround­

ed with a fence. In Arder, TIio de DClyn a nd hngola t~o rc are no forts, 

but good strong lodges wit 'l ;i()l ses atte,e;\lO d to them, lJuilt in t h e 

manner of t'le land wit~ woud and clay, and can ther~fore be maintained 

by the fac tors \'Ii t-" li t "le costs. 

IHC 831; Gpec ial 1ierlOr a;!cl 1.U;~ & :Cnsh u:'~io 1 f o r Her:rman Abram s z, Director-

General of t~e Coast 0 .friea i :" ' u:;'118o. , April 1675. 

• •••• f'.rt. 4: The D i r~ctor-C "':, r-J.:'.. should consider \lhether certain forts 

or lodges could "E: o.ca:.c!one r2: ir! o.del' t o reduce cos ts on ti:e Coast of 

Art. 5: '1' 1, e '1irec t or-Gcne::,al SllOu~c' tr. to live in good frienc6hi~ and 

peace \/ith tllC ;:at ives 'Jut also t :',; to he lp t 'H:C as !!luci1 as possi ' le 

to prevent t::e ot!t'Jrea.- 0; \Jar a r.l0n, t'lem) so t hat t;10 l,)asses and roads 

are not u:ldul j" b loc ',ed • •• 

Art. 11; The JJi1'0c,tors o f t i:=. GOa1pa:l" once :-Jore \Iish to stress the 

gol d pr i vately in a~~ cons i d ra .1. ~~p~t i t· • 

••• Art . 16 : ( He) s ._ ol.ld tr~ to cC:1vince t'..: !1u(; ives, \lith sVleetness 

o r \lit~ hars hness, whatev6~ ~&J e re~ui~e~ that onee the y belong to 

our trading-sta t i uns t,:e, s,_oul r'. ,ot tra(l~ Vii "':1 foreit;n Sil ips, and in 

tha t 'vIa] haml)er our tra.(~e. 

Art. 17. .•• in part ic "_l<"G' \en ';~: 2 1(1;1", o f .\ r cra he soould endeavour 

to sta~7 on good te~"ms, i., orcL:~ te, c0::t i :lu e th~ slave trade •• • as well 

a s wi t h other ~ings v~ose fri 3~0 3 _ i9 ~~ m~ cons i dsl' useful in t~is 

re s pe c t. 

Art 0 1 8: He should c harGe t,)ose ::'ac i.- ors WllO !u:r s l a ve s to ap ply their 

u t most dili 3ence i1: acquirin::: sle- ves of the quality \l ilic l: has '~ een 

s peci f i ed i n the Contract ;lit': Tlon .'.ntonio Garcia, 

Art. 1 9: He e\h~uld also achnor: ish t llOse vl~1O al'e clw_rg ed vii tIl t;,c trunsport 

o f t he s e s laWs ~o ta~·3 pro,)er care of t~,-em _, vI:~e ther t'lC y are heal thy 

or sick •• • the sur geons in Ja~ticular s~ould ue v ell provided with 

medicine s a gai n s t t ~e runs ( Dyscl~rj ) and ot~ 3 r deseases. 

HI e 52 ; Hemo by the j) i rc ctors of t:1C rIC to th e; State.s - Uenera1 , 1 6th 
April 1 677; 

••• The ))i r ectors o f t:le j\jo ~)le Conp~ l:; c':c:;,.-' ~ E.lt-Le,ltion" of the Hi eh 

- Mi ghtinesses o f t~e Dta tes-General to tIle fact that the French are send­

ing Cruisers to \l es t Af rica with the intention of actackine; Dutcll ships. 
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l,th Jm.uary lG75. Cont rnct with ,Ian .uartict Liofr10ck 

On 1 t DocetnOlJl' 1673 . COli \ rne t ' .1 l.lUtL ':I tho dioBOl vetd Co pany 

wltll ," . n.Li £1"':1..1101 for tho oxecu1.iun of G QI cr t eoci 'n to extra~t \fit 

Ii ttl co t go10 f'o~ cart. llnd aand .... i 'ch mo. • '. io,,10i ,1,: contcinod 

in it lIe, iefrincK, by rcoolt·til)n of 2/}th Jnnu 1" If? of tb 

pr se.lt HIC I no \'1 hcw t.,u po ... i tivn Jetut CocmiD i r-er on tho Co t 

of Cu~ncat Wl.t' n sRlar 01 l~O florins p.r ont . ctnrt1n fro~ tb 

cur~ent cont', for I' fo! uuration 0 ... 12 Il.mtac 

•• _ he shall prosent hi,cclf t.o t irector ·l1eneral at El~il'le. '"ho 

shel'. i,elr him in 0.11 hi endctwo rs. . .ie sit 11 colle-c t samples of 

sand ane. eartl' frot' 0.11 p rts of t.e Oold COCtSw \lherp. ue (l>:pects to 

find such Gold to be co~tai~ed i n . + 1 _ • sS.rJ}'les :.e ehall send 

to the Iietherlands, or brin t ,ern '.imst;lf. lIe sLall particularl 

apply hlrnself to set sample8 froc the Pro-ince of 19uira v'icb is 

)elieved to be rich l~ gold. ~en couuunicaciog secret Matters, 

he shall ma!:e use of a secret ulp~., .. :"et, of w:l ich t:.e key shall be 

entrusted to three persons. . ..• Tis pC="30nnel shu.ll consist of one 

scribe nnd one or t\iO l)Cl'SOns Hi t:l e;~perie!lCe in the ope::.i115 (sic) of 

deposits, sand.=- and shoree of r.l.vers anel ot .. er "'ocies of \later .•• 

It is to be undc!'stood t· t t t he Gold-rich l!i v~rf:. of f.x~m have bococe 

the possess i on 0: i::1C ortu ~ l'CSC ;"ccausG .>e '. '!CI .ought the::; fron 

the blacle natives at t.o time t:lat t.e· \lere o~mers of ','lmi'1a Castle 

and othOT forts, ":1ich !lDve I ecn to. (;n 'y force o~ arms iu war-time 

by tho Company • • 

7th July 1678; The Asccmbly ha~ resolved that: 

••• if it happens tlut Sluv~ff b;.:~u~ t to :.uri lam do not a.t the 

Public Sales reach the: sot price of 2,lil)O lu~ of $, ,ar p"r Pie1 d 

• India, such slaves shull )0 kept in rOGorve or t. factor shall s 11 

them lIout of the hand ll (on,.) by olle) I , •• bHt in such cases tbe c pt ins 

should make it o.ppear as j.f tl!Cl~' ltuve thlt ijl~l·l).Lion of 10 vinS. 'n I'd,' 

to 8ell tho slnves elsewhere . AnuchesG c<.Lptailll'; O:lO~lld als ,"\ efi' 

do 80, in case t11e./ :Jecolllo awo.ra t ~1f:tt 0)\ t.he srot no l't::a~on. bl pric 

art offerod; in suc:. a case tl'G~"Jh)tllfl Iwil .• fC\:..t -.., p' 51 ,1, " 

Cur89&o or othor places •••• 
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WIC 40;.{Secret Mins. Ass. of X) 

18th June 1678 . From the examination o f the evidence concerning 

the affairs of th2 Island of Goeree as from the moment that a French 

squadron under the command of Adm iral C0~nt dr~~str68 has arrived in 

that area ••. it has appeared that ~ieter lioppensack, the Chief (Com­

mander), has on the whole failed to take the precautions which a 

vigilant Chief shot,ld have taLen in suc'-, a situation. He has handed 

over the island without having properly consulted a council-of-war, 

furthermore, mentioned j~oppensack, in stead of r<;nnaining \';i thin 

the fortress v ith which ~e ~ad been 3ntrus~ed, ~as gone outside and 

has rendered himself on ~oard of t~:e before mentioned Count's ship 

and has not (even) attempted to do ~is duty in safe3uarding the 

Company's ships or most valuable me:chandise on land .. - It hterefore 

has jecn resolved not to pay t he arrears of t he emoluments of the 

mentioned lloppensack, and tll~t he shall never again be accepted in 

the Company's service ... 

14th September 1678. Baving deliberated on thu subject of ~. Hoppen-

sack, •.. it has ')eCl'- resolved ... to let h im receive the payment of 

one half of his earned salery, to forgive ~im for his omissions and 

negligence , .. and have therefore declared null anrl void the resol­

ution of 13th June 

14th Septemter 1678. 

by which this Company obliges itself to pa~ to the Ge ntlemen substit­

utes of the deputies of Don Juan ~arroso ~el Paso a commission of 

one Piece of Eight out of every 120 or out of every 10?t respectively 

according with certain ConventiollB or Contracts which t~1is Company 

has made for the delivery of Negro slaves. It has been demonstrated 

to this Assembly how His Excellency Emmanuel de Lira, Special Envoy 

of H,M, the King of Spain has been willing to promote from time to 

time the affairs in connection with the S lave Trade in the Kingdom 

of Spain as well as in this country and how due to his good offices 

and diligence many of th() obstacles 'f!h ich existed and interrupted the 

mentioned trade have been removed, uith the result that on 24th March 

of this year finally the above mentioned two Conventions or Contracts 

could be made betvleen the Deputies of Don J\~rroso del Poso on the 

one side and the \lIC on the other, the one concerning the Negro-slaves 

who are still waiting on the Island Cura~ao and the other concerning 

a number of 8,000 other Pieza de 1ndi,'L 11egro slaves, and therefore it 

has been resolved to let lIis l;xccllency draw the earlier mentioned, 

one Piece of Eight out of every 120 or 107i respectively. Similarly, 

it has been decided to let the noble IIarmel de Belmonte, Count Palatine 

of the Holy Roman Empire and Resident on be~alf of n.li, of Spain in 

the United Netherlands draw the SaiJe comi!lission '; in recognition of 

hia good offices to t:,c prolaotion of tl1G slave trade. .., 
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\/IC 40 ; Secret llinutes of tho ASIJ. of X., 1Hh Apr,ilru:,lGBo . 

The honourable Il embe rs of this Presic1illg Chamber aro of tho 

opinion that, concerning the free trade at Cabo Verde, it mi ght be 

good to resolve to send sane presents and tu issue a writteu act of 

security of the free trade for the h ing of France 

Ca1)0 Verde, as \lell as II. rguim rtligl1t be extradited 

15t~ April 1680 , re : 

fL 16.013 )-' 
1 6 .422 .. 
12. L~OO,-

cargoes for slave-ships 

for 50 0 )'s . frolll ,", rdra 
for 500 Ps. from Angola 
for 300 Ps from Ca b o V~rde 

by which 

. _ the Presiding Chamber has furthermore requested the listing of 

required merchandise for the purchase of 250 - 300 Negro-slaves in 

the Rio Calabry ... has further been resolved to dispatch from here 

two small frigates for the collection and transfer of 250 - 300 pieces 

I! e ~ro-slaves froo ~l ~ina to Cura~ao, with a c rew of 34 and provisions 

and medecine for 500 slaves .. , 

14th October 1680 

••• before t ho end of this y ear 1680 the following slave-trading 

voyages are to b e made : 

by the Chamber Zealand is to be equipped a vessel with merchandise to 

the value of fl 32,000 to Ardra, and two 1I/i th merchandise to the 

value of fl 20,000 each, to Elmina and Argu im respectively ; 

by the Chamber Amsterdam: two to .'l. rdra with merchandise to the value 

of fl 30,000 each , and one to Cabo Verde with merchandise worth 

fl 20 ,000; 

by tho Chamoer "g tad & Lande' ;: two to Angola , \,li th merchandise vlOrth 

f 30.000 each iiaking ~ total of Fl 212,000 , for which should be 

bOUg~lt a bout 6,000 slaves. 

3rd day 1684 

It has been agreed to send to the Director Jan Van Lrpecum, mn Cura9ao, 

a secret letter, infor~ing him that the strict prohibition for anybody 

from the Jpanish Coast to come to Cura9ao, or for anybody fDom CUBa~ao 

to go to the ~panish&oast has b ecn a bolished, that h e should not 

hinder:,n y ships i?~ir sailing to or £lOOin Cura("ao , but thai; only 

those shipa which are arrested in connection with the J lave contract 

for the .l.siento lUay be stopped add their captains brought before court. 
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Instructi n for uartin , i ~tc, who is going tl.l ,'\rdro. atl C:ommiefJ (fa.ctor), 

dd. 3rd .July 1637, sigd. lsaae Jan lIfS 

1. Once a.n·ived in Arc~nl., 1.1G 8 ':~"'. lc' {, O to t' L': ,'I".i. l odg e of the 

Company thGre, at Offl'a. 

2. There he should ta~a OV8r from the ~ssistant and Provisional Commies 

Jan 13ruyningh (or his successor) the Gntire authority over the Company's 

affairs. 

3. lie should produce an account and the relevan~ papers concerning 

the latter's administre.tion since the declth of Comr;lies Lonq 

4. He should order mentioned Brulningh to make an inventory of the 

possessions left by the deceased Lonq, like gold, silver, clothes, 

je'Jlels or other credit , and in particular check if any of the deceas­

ed's effects have already been reilloveC. frOl!1 ther e . 

6. He has the strict ord ~ r to ~uy all the civet-cats which may be 

for sale in that area for the accoant of the Noble Company, and to 

send them on board of t he passing ~lave-ships to the Island of Curagao •.• 

7 ... , and it is here by strictJ. ~r forbicV en to him to bu~' any such cats 

for hie private account 

11. in order to discover more easily acts of private trade, all 

merchandise being sent to ~rdra will be marked with a special sign, 

apart from the one comro only ~ut Oll suc h me r chandise by the Company, 

by means of an iron-me.rk ~JUrnt i j all ~) o xes , bar r- ils and ochGr con .. 

tainers, and all goods \/hich will ~e fo und wit\J~ t t h i s sign should 

be confi't:ated 'oy him 011 behe.l f of t :,e Company 

l!~ . In case any interlope~ ships, fitted ou t i n t his c ountry, but 

sailing on the commission of forei Gn ~otentates, arrives on that Coast, 

in order to do there, contrary to the express text of our Charter, 

their forbidden trade, he should by all pos ~ i ~le ~eans try to get 

informations about them, frol;: \There the ~lave come, who are the 

owners of these ships, what are thG names of the 8h i9S and their 

captains, what kinJ of trade t he: are engaged in , and where else they 

have been trading or are goin,; t v trade, so t 'W.t Hi t h these inform­

ations we may proceed against thE:iTI in thiD co't..wtr -.r . 

18. He should endeavour to give det~iled informuti on about the 

number of slaves \;l1ic\1 is there coniTIon-Y availa.ble . about the modes CL ' , 
of the slave tj~ade tl'8re, al~'1 t:'2.t trad e could ~J e furthered .. , 

},. 'ihen purchasing slave.s, LIe should pay special attention to their 

quality, so that the ,' are all Pie"a de India of such a constitution, 

, age and sex as stipulated in the contracts between the Company and 

the proxies of Don Juan Barroso -;T Poso. 

24. He should senf twice per year a full account of his activities 

to the lJirectors in the ?Jethcrla.nds .•• 

30. He should try to find out from the ',atives, ·.Jhether trade in any 

new commodities could be opened thGre, and whether any such commod­

ities like pepper or other agricultural products could 0e cultivated, 
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and he shonld ill particular encoura(;o tho Ha ti v~s aLl much a.a poardhlo 

to Qultivate rice, which would be extremely uceful for ~ho Company. 

35 ...• He should also oonsider wi tll the Diroctor··Gonero.l if it ... ,ould 

be advisable to establish for th H furtherance of tho sl u ve trade 

lodges at Fida and Popo too, on l J ehalf of the Company , 

IIIC 228, Instruction for Commies ' ~illem De la 2alma, who is going to 

Ardra, by Ric. Sweerts, Elmina, 8th December 1685. 

Arriving in Ardra, Y.:~. should send the Ondercommies Cornelis Arebergh 

on shore in a canoe with 5 rowers, in order that he convince the 

Fidalgo that he send. Cndercomlllies steven Van der ::':':lst on board (of 

your ship). As soon as you have that ,)ndercommies on board, you 

should send him here on board of the barque, but before Y.E. goes 

ashore yourself, the barque should be out of sight f~om Ardra. if 

the Fidal§o refuses to send Ondercommies Van der £lst on board of 

your ship, ~.E. should tell him, that Y.£. has the order to return 

with him, and that the Noble Company shall never again send any ships 

to Ardra, as he seems to desire to protect thieves of the Company, 

and that the Company could veri well build a lodg e at Pappa or at 

Fida, which would be the ruin of h is land. If the Fidalgo remains 

adaman t, -.r. :':;. should tell the captain 0 f t h o slave ··ship that is 

lying there off ·-shore to sail to Fida. Onae you have arrived on the 

Fida Hoads you should repeat tho above message to him. But by the 

time he (i.e. the captain of tho earlier mentioned ship) has got 

about 240 or 250 slaves on board, he should return from Fida to 

Ardra, in order to load there the remaining slaves of Van der ~lst, 

and thence pursue his voyage to America. 

(once you have succeeded arresting Van dor g lst • .. ) and the ship 
has sailed out of tho sight of land, Y. E. should disembark and go 

to the Fidalgo and principal Captains of Offra, and pay them Our 

respects, tell them that Y.~. has been sent by us for trade, and 

presnt in our name to the Fidalgo the Art (?) beads specified for 

that purpose. Y, ~ o should then take possession of the lodge, and 

make an inventory of all unpaid debts, goods etc., as well as one 

of all the goods, metals etc. left by tho deceased Op) ercommies 

Iiaarten \!itte, in the presence of tw~esses, Y , E . should in 

particular count all the iron bars in the iron room, and put them 

on t~e inventory, adding those of Lonq~s. should try to dis-

patch as soon as possible the ship v/~lich is nOvl lying there in trade, 

and not keep it there for days just for 6 or 8 sL:tVes. F or each ship 

Y.E. should write off as costs 2 Ps. slaves to the Fidalgo of Jaquyn, 

in recompensation of water-carrying,and for each 10 pigs, 4 barrils 

of palm oil or 12 barrils of millet, what ever a captain of a slave­

ship may require from you, Y.E. are allo\,/ed to pay (the l'-idalso the 



-14-

value of) one slave. I .E. should always send your accounts to 

the Gentlemen Directors, and furnishing your forms fo~ required 

merchandise, stipulate them for cargoes of 500 P. d'lndia slaves. 

Y.E. should also keep the Gentle~en ~irectors informed about the 

conditions of the land, of war and peace, &c. Lastly, Y.E. should 

be very careful not to g ive credit , wit~out some very important 

reasons, to people who are not be~Dnd any doubt able to pa y back; 

much damage has been done by this practice . 

l:L!Q.-~~9. i. ~~~ ~ ~ ~ E~ _. ~~~9: _ ~§l:E~ E~_ fE ~~ .. '~E9E§l:~I. 

Oppercommies Isaac Van Hoolwerff to ~ss. of X, 8 th November 1686 , 
V.H. gives a report of his voyage from Texel, Netherlands, to Ardra, 

from 6 th July to 20th October 1636 and on his rec e pt ion by his Ilpred-

ecessor, 1, i illem o.e la Palma , '}l i th GTeat civility and politeness;; .••• 

De la f>alma has just dispatched t}1e shmp 11 f t IIuys 110tterdamll with 

499 ps. slave s to Cura~ao , the slaves are good and cheap here. Con­

cer11ing the conch tion of the land here, we found general peace and 

quietness, and a reasonable a bundance of slaves. But the ~nglish 

and their interlo~e rs do here at least four times as much trade as 

we do, and when I passed 1" ic1.a , u~1ich is their trading place, I met 

there four ~~nglish ships on t he roads, of which three have already 

left .•• but the great numbe I' of ~·.;i1g1ishmen hardly frustrate the 

nalbll~~s of Offra and Great /l. ro.re., 'because the "~'"15lish are doing a 

shameful competition to us, as the'/, the :',ngJish, give cOHries for 

the men as well as the women, up to a weigh t of 82 pounds. 

One of the roguish tricks of t he notorious Johannes Druyningh and 

s teven Van der :21st, ",as th i3.t the ';, have to suc h an extent given away 

the goods and effect:; of the deceased Comuies (Lonq) \ which the y had 

aquired without s pending any of their own sweat and labour, that they 

have made the situa tion much worse here . and that nobody who attempts 

to do his best f or t he Gentlemen of the Noble Company could possibly 

do the same, .Ii th the reBul t that t~1e Ne groes are surprised that the 

one is so much more liberal than the other ..• Yet I shall try to do 

anything lK can, such as paying considerable sti ;:1e nds or costumes 

(which have greatly increased since the de~ of ',J itte), which may 

contribute tmlards the continuation of 'Ilr~e .,. I have conferred 

with Dire~tor-General ~weerts on the subject of the establishment 

of one or more lodges at Fida or Popo, o r at both places, ( but it 

seems that) rr.~. ( Sweerts) has not approved of it, because if we 

do not get more ships here at Offra than we do at present, we are 

still ~uite able to dipatch them quickly .. . In case Y.H. had the 

goodness to send to Offra so maxy ships that we could not SUPi)ly them 

here, you ma::r be as::;urecl ., that in cOInEmnication \;i th the IIonb- General 

we shall devise othor means to take caro of the slave trade to the 

greate~profit of Y.ll. and th8 Noble Company 



-15-

WIC 180 ; Van Hoolwerff to ~S5. of X, 8th December 1686 . 

So far I have bought 517 slaves, worth 553 1/6 PS.i spent 15,000 lbs. 

cowries, at an average of 80 l bs. per slaveo • , I hope Y.H. will 

soon send more ships, because t~e best slaves are to ~e found here, 

and their price is better tl18.11 at 8.ny othc:: place . I have offered l 

in Y.H.'S name a sedan as a present to the I,ing, Vlith 1;Thich he was 

quite pleased. Dut we would like, with Y.HSi permission, to present 

another one to the Fidalgo of (; ffra, under whose authority we are, 

and who seems to have nOVladays most authority. I do not doubt that 

this 1;lOuld bring great 8.cl.vant0.ge to y. .E:. The conditions in the land 

are peaceful and quiet, and slaves are abundant, but the English 

Company and interloj)ers at Fida clra,v the greatest profit from this; 

consequently the l.atives of Offra as uell as of Great Ardra have no 

difficulty to decide where to send their slaves, because the English 

compete scandalously uith us , offering cowries for men as well as 

women. . , '1'he llebrocs ha.ve become here so hig~l-handed since the 

death of COlTIl!lieo Lonq and Gppercommies l! itte, that they seem to be 

grieved that not all the Company's goods and merchandise are put 

at their dis~osition; it i3 all the result of the roguish tricks of 

Bruyningh and Van del' E1st ... we can no longer pursue their way of 

traiing, and in the da~ s of de l a Palma , as well as in my own, several 

difficulties have risen from this ; I shall not neglect to s pend con­

siderable amounts on all those CL~stomR w1-:.ich may .:;ontribute tovlards 

the promotion of our trade 

(Encl: general invoice of merchandise ~n the ship; 't Casteel Cor­

mantyn;;, dest ined to j\rdra ., ,'hich has ai~ rived there on 31st October 

1686) 

Couries 

Guinese Nepten 
(Guinea clotl1) 

Touquyn 
(beads?) 

Brandy 

fine beads 

iron rods 

platthiljos 
(linen) 

fl 753'-:-: 10: '.-

'-:-940: 25: 8 

7'18:1:.· 

51L:-: lL:.:_ 

97 4:9:8 

973:15:-

1585:--:-

80 I bs per slave 

60 Ibs (!) per slave 

& ojther commodities •• mal;:ing a total of fl 1(;.597: 19:-· 

Bill of general expenditure for crew and slaves: 

21 pigs ..• worth .• , 3 Ps 

6 half aums paJ_m oil .. 3 : s 

12 aums mill_et 

chickens, beans, lemon, 
drums, "prapayen 

2 Ps. 

slaves 

slaves 

slaves 

e.a. refreshments .•. 2 1/6 Be. slaves 

to the Fidalgo of Jaqyyn, for 
"Jater, the value of: IPs . slave 

for watci and wood, at Cape 
Lopes, the value of: 1 Pa. slave 
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~IC 180 , Van Hoolwerff to Assembly of X, 31st January 1687. 

On 26th December the iiPortuga a lsche Handelaer11 arrived, whti:ch 

I have dispE'_tched to-day 'die::: 525 :..-s. 81':-'-';-8S, 386 uen and 139 "lOmen, 

As before, there is great a bundanc e of slaves here, but there is 

also treat faJine, ,lith the res;;.l t thcc-c I have not been able to 

provide ttis ship with as much millet as I would have desired. The 

Negroes, uho, as I have mentioned earlier, are here not all that 

polite , have torn up the i.o~le Com~anyts flag, on the day that the 

ship ';Corme.ntyn'; left . It is custom, and one is even obliged, to 

have such a flag on the beach on many occasions, for the reputation 

of t;le iloble Comp" This event is therefore a serious matter, and the 

2nglish and the French at Fida were quite happy about it, as they 

concluded, as can be understood, that our presence in this country 

is no longer brooked I have therefore; on my OHn costs; prosec ·· 

uted and eradicated the flag-vi01ator on behalf of H.~ . the General 

and sent up to 31m ina per canoe, the General has publicly sentenced him 

(to death) and decapitated h im , and has sent the severed head on 

board of t~le Compo ship "Gouce T-"ger ' hither, and as an example (of 

the punishment for) such wantonness I have put it on to } of a pole 

here in t~le lodge, without doubt the bad government of those 

self··appointed predecessors of mine the no torio , s rOGues Bruyningh 

and Van der E:tikt is t he principal cause of all disturbances .•• 

Since the day I di~patched the "Corm8.ntyn", the j~nglish have sent 

another three slave-ships uith slaves, and if the slave trade does 

not succeed here in accordance with Y.Us' pleasure in the near future, 

I shall, with Y.Hs' consent, soon go to Fida, or send somebody there 

~lom I consider able to continue the trade with the many ships which 

come there. The Pegroes there are much more po~ ite, and a little 

better kept in check by the ,nglish and t~1(~ French .•. 

Van IIoolwerf f to Ass, of X, 2nd .\pri l1687, 

'l'he ':Hollandia' arrived here on the 6th of !larch and I have 

dispatched her after less than a !:lontil) vIi th 539 Ps. slaves on board . 
"-.. ) , 

which, I hope, wil l animate Y. Hs. to send ships Dore frequently . 

. ,. the situation i s still quiet and in peace, but because of the 

great scarcity of wheat (called oilhio here) I tind much difficulty 

in buying that coooodity. It makes them houever also sell many 

slaves. '..:'he r:0ble Comp. t s lodge is no;.' in a muc:: better condition 

than in which we found it. Palm-oil is ~ere more expensive than 

all/where else on the Hhole Coas t of Gu inea . . but TIio Calabry is 

the prineipal place for palm-oil along t1.,is coast .•• I may once 

m re remind t.rts. of ny earlier re~ues~ 201' a sedan for the ~idalgo 

01' Dffra ••• . 
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WIC 180; Van Hoolwerff to Assembly of X, 5th September 1687 • 

••• If the slave trade here in Ardra were increased a bit, Y.Rs. 

need not doubt that the y can be acquired hero as well and ~s cheaply 
I 

as elseivhere. even if vie established anothor lodge at Fida; the appar-

ences are that we could, because I have been requested to do so by 

the King of that state. The latter even maintains a well-made lodge, 

which belonged to a deceased English interloper, named Thomson, for 

us as housing till we make further resolutions on the issue, no matter 

whether the French and Lnglish are there or not " 0 and I have made 

ar.angements that they will not be able to prevent this On our 
request tho King, to ' whoin t,re have also gi van some , presents, has" taken 

possession of the lodg e, in order to give it to us by the time more 

ships are received by me than up to nOV/. '1'he representatives of the 

Companies of the French and English Nations would certainly li~e to 

prevent this, with body and soul, in particular in case of war or 

suchlike occasions, but I bave made such arrangements, that they will 

not be able to do so ••• I have purchased 529 slaves, but so far no 

ship of the Noble Company has been forthcoming ••• 

Van Hoohlerff to Ass. of X, 26th January 1688. ' 

The "Gouden \:Iinthont " has arrived here, bringing with it a fregate 

called "De Stadt Berlynll , captured on the orders of the Hon. General 

Swgerts off Little Popo . On the roads lies anchored at the moment 

the ship ilde Salamander '; , sailing on the account of the Chamber 

Groningen, which was destined to buy slaves at Laay, but as they 

are very scarce there and difficult to get by, b y order of the Direc­

tor-Gener al it has been sent hither; I hope to dispatch it within 

27 day~ from these roads •. . 

Van Roolwerff to Ass. of X, lOth February 1688. 

After having suffered day after day several instances of the 

insolence of the insatiable Fidalgo of this place, I have finally 

decided to establish also a lodge at Great F~, as \Ie have had there 

before, and to 1r/hich effect vie were requested a~ begged every day. 

This will be to the great advantage of the Doble domp. Y.Rs. should 

from now onwards give orders that the ships should no longer bypass 

Great Popowithout ahchoring there and wait there for orders to 
~ -~ .. .. 

em'bark slaves. I doubt not that the Fidalgo, who as of old is very 

greedy, will feel the hint and change his mood, nay, will have to 

change his mood, and I therefore humbly request Y.Rs. to send me 

two more experienced and vigilant assistants, as we are not strong 

at all here with only four whi temen, Itlhich surely is too few to take 

care of such a lodge ..• 
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'.JIC 180; Van Iloolwerff to the Directors of the Chamber Amsterdam, 
lOth February 1686. 

On 22nd January 1688 the small yacht lI'sara l'iaria ll
, which had 

been sent hither on the orders of the Hon. Dir.-Gen. Nic. Sweerts 

in order to take on Y .Hs. aCColmt as many slaves as its cargo could 

buy, has been dispatched to Gove r nor Wilhem Kerckringh of CuraQao 

with 173 slaves ••• Up to now the slave trade has in my days well 

progressed, but these days it Seems to slow off a little as a result 

of the lack of wars in the in~erior as well as the abundance of 

this year's corn crop, which does not, like last year the famine did, 

make them sell their slaves. At present there are at Fida four 

English ships lying in trade L and there are among them which have 

been there for over two months. The insolence of the Fidalgo, 

which has its origin in his insatiable greediness, which I have 

in my days never refused to satisfy, .xlllperates us so much, that 

we shall be compelled to establish another lodge at Fida or at 

Great Po po in order to keep him better in check; I therefore 

request Y .Hs. not to allow ships to sail past Great J.' opo and to 

order them to anchor there, because there will always b e a white 

man • . . I repeat my request for two assistants 

Some months ago (th Fidalgo,) that insolent beast,brought a war 

on himself alone, which ended contrary to his expectations, upon 

which he felt so hard pressed, that he did not know -with your 

permission- ~n which arse-hole to sit. It was ~lso very disadvant­

ageous for ~h. trade, because all the paths were so much blocked, 

that we could not get any slaves. I have there fore made a large 

number of Accra and j;Iyna Negroes come here in ord e r to compell 

his party to peace, in which I have succeeded .•. at that time I 

also have extended, to nobody's disadvatage, but to great expense 

~I myself, the lodge here a little, and reinforced it, in order to 

bring slaves and goods into safety. He has looked on benevolently 

whilst all tha t was going on, and he has not opened his muz zle 

until we had demolished our old walls and prepared everything to 

be brought unde r a n~~ roof, which he has impeded and forbidden. 

Moreover, he has for~~n all traders of thi s land to set a foot 

in our lodge . Zverything is ho wever in peace an d quiet he re, and 

Y.Hs. have not to be afraid, as we are sure that we shall be able to 

get slaves at other places near-by, and soon we shall be able to 

acquire as good and cheap ones as 1I1e used to, b ecause we ar e every 

day invited thereto 

Van Hoolwerff to Ass. of X, 15th June 1688; 

I hope that Y.Rs. have appreciated our vigilance in the cont­

inuation of trade, that the lodge at Great Popo becomes quite effect·· 

ive, and that 1I/ithout tl:is lodge it \wuld have becn quite impossible 

to us to dispatch as yet the ship ;'de Goude Leeml:: , because at that 

time it was very difficult to 3et slaves here at Offra, as al l the 

paths, on the Fi~algo's order, are closed bero. 
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'JIC 180; Van Hoolwerff to ASG . of X, l~th ~uBust 1638. 

'rhe ship .lGideoi1 "\ \Jllicn ll<..ld ')0(n destinec1 to Laay, arrived here 

on 27th Harch to ta1:e a cargo of 482 slaves, 330 men anc1 152 women ; 

I have disp,., tched i t to-da / ... '~-,Ci si (,\1.').tio:: ill tllis ,).Tua has some­

what changed since ill" las'" lct~ r, there are many rumours around here 

a~out wars, and there are fO\l Vlho ar'3 inclined towards trade .•• the 

paths are everyu'wrc c1..osec1., lJu t the Fidalco is noVl a bit more reason-­

able, al s o 1)ec8.use these daJs he i .::; afraid to be thwarted 

£-no letters from ~rdra for 1 ) months,) 

Van Hoohlerfi' to ,·\S3. of X, ?6th January 1690, 

Si nce tho depar ture of P,e '~i0rick7:ee'l, on 13th October 1688, 

I haven't received a~y news and seen even less of any Company ships 

to ta;~e slaves here, but I have learnt that Y. TIs. have sent the ship 

.1Europa" for slaves to . ngola'l abo1.~: \1I:1ich I am very surprised, as 

normally the slaves are acquired here ~ore rapidly and rather more 

cheapl y I pra; I.Hs. not to ]eave us in our present misery , 

because we are bec owin 'J the 0)j9ct of tll: mockery of Christ ian as well 

as of un-Christian Nations . •. 

Van Iloohlerff to Chamber .cmste.' clan 26th ·January 1690 

(reports arrival of ship "den Grooten ~frisaen ' , and repeats complaints 

of above letter to lss. of X) ... as we are not doing an; trade 

here, I am afraid th" t the F:::-C:!1C'1 iIill CO:,12 to ensconce themselves 

in this place, and t~~t would be very har mful to ".ds. if you were 

in need of slaves. I fear this t~& more, as news just arrived per 

express from d 'j;Ir.1ic1a, the. c tvlO l"rench shi ,tJs have been sighted on 

the Upper Coast., and thut the y have captured t'1ere an interloper ... 

Van Boolwerff to Assembly of ;', ;23th liay 1690 

Ue have tried to lnal~e lwovm to ' .. ~ .Hs. oure miserabl e condition in 

the letter we sent per 'den Grooten ~fricaen ·. In vie~ of the fact 

that I havo served t .II.s by now for over four years, although I have 

hot;'~been a~Jle to be of much service dur i nG the last t wo vears as a 

result of i he lack of arrivin ~ ships, I wis h to request Y. Hs. politely 

and humbly to accept, Vlith tho first com i ng slave-ship . fuy resignation. 

If a certain person b:.J the name of Hendric'.c BU.,'bers were to come 

to offer his services to Y.Hs., you ma~ be fully assured of his 

fidelity, knowledge and vigilance ( and his ab ility to take my post), 

because for the i ntercours e with the Ilegr0 8s he re , a person is required 

who - and Y.lis ma: correct me, and, pray, forgive the comparison. is 

as noble and able as o~e who coul d be entrusted with a General's post 

at d'Elmina, as I now experience with the long delays and lack of 

arrivals of ships 

CPS) ••• I would also like to re ~uest humbly the dispatch of two 

assistants, to replace the two ~hQ have all the time been wi th me , and 
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I also pray that Y.Hs. may elV'.: tlW {;:; oo unesG to Give me permis : i on 

to take \/i th lile on i,l~' c1opu!' t;urc: 2t' slnve.s, [IS r'IY permi t ted and 

over a lone; period soltl'ly earn~jl' eliloltllnen l;c, on my own account 

\/IC 463. Letters from tll(~ Chambel" AmGtc:rdam. 

Chamber .llilsterdam to Van :Iooh/orfr; 24th December 1690. 

In the year 1689 we ha(~ tllC i:,lproc';iol1 that the: delivery of 

slaves on Cura~ ao to those of th" . siento was to have a permanent 

character, and for that reacon many sla ve-ships were in those days 

equipped, but ul1fortunately, some of those ships already having left, 

the course of those aflairs has greatlr changed, and the ~ oble Company 

sa,1 itself compel led to sto I) further dispatches of slave -sh ips, and 

it rema ined saddled \Ii tl1 a conciderabl e number of claves on Cura<; ao. 

Ve had alr eady resol ved to fi ~ one s:lip out for the purchase of 500 

slaves in Ardra for t he Colony of (.l urinam •.. but tl.10 ship ;'de Gauden 

Leeuw" of the c.;iHJJIl b~r ·;tad C· '.ande './85 alreac1' on th e! second da after 

its departure from ~exel atta~u£ ~ ~. tho French an~ set afire . 

Since t hat til!1e we have agreed t o destine again two ships to ~rdra 

and Angola for the pu~chase of s laves as hithe r t o • . . al l these 

slaves must therefore be of the quality and condition as is in 

agreement with t~e Contract witt those of the As i ento 

It should not be unkno~n to you, that the lodge of ~rdra has always 

been und er the jurisc1 i ction 0_ t' u i:l.' c i;or- 8.1 ral on the: Coast, 

and that his o1'0ers are to be prouptlJ executed, we discover however, 

that ;' . E. has not dOj''.e t l is , uhe ,. rece i ving \/r i b .eil orde r from the 

same to send ondercom lies Gros to .'.lmina • •. l'e learn also that y . 'C . 

has for some time not give n sufficient accounts and proofs of the 

trade at Ardra to t he l~actor" at ~hJ ina ..• 

\JIC 180, Valentyn Gros (Of f ra) to Cl-tam 1)er Ams t e rdam, 21s t J)e cember 1690. 

I do not dou'.:>t, that be'oi''-' l.L·.:) L rrival 01 c"is letter Y .!Is. have 

leal'nt vii th regret t he sad and misei'abl €; (leath o i' UppercomI.lie s 

Isaacq Van Hooh/erfi as \1811 as t he burning dovlll o f the lloble 'Compo r S 

lodge .. " also, that Direc tor ·'GG-ll(n' ,~,l Joel Bmits has decided to 

let me be the beneficiary of t~ ~ vac ant merchant s post at ~rdra, 

pending Y.lisl~ approbation ••• I would have liked to report that 

there were greater abundance of slaves for sale, but to our regret 

the principal paths are closed, as everything is here in a state of 

confusion, because th E; surroundinG Fidal goes and othe r bl a ck chiefs 

pretend that they "Tant to take revenge for tllC death of llppe rcomlilies 

Van Hoolwerff, whom t hey presume to have been Llurdered by the natives 

of Ardra. Our trade has so far m~ch su~:ered of all this, but we do 

hope that soon all troubles will be set ~led, and we humbly request 

Y.Hs. to send some lllOre ships hither" , •. \Ie hc\ve received the flag,­

poles, flags and gilt knobs .,. 
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report that the :ngl ish captains have mado suc~ arrangements, that 

many o~ the slaves are ~rought back by f orce from those who brought 

them to Offra 

WIC 180; Valentyn Gros to Governor of Cura~ao, (Copy), 7th August 1691. 

'00 Our trade i ~ nuct hampered ~y damaging encounters and troubles, 

in particular because tl.G paths through which the slaves must come, 

have been closed for a long time, and this still causes us much 

misery every day, it is all the result of a vehement war amongst the 

natives, and moreover, in th8 last two months not lesR than seven 

ships have called here; for slaves, each offe:ring hig:1er prices than 

the other in ordo~ to outdo it, so th2t the slaves have now become 

unbelievably expensive. '~he natives have also grown extremely 

haught;, as they have been able to sell S,OOO slaves to the English, 

Germans, Portuguese &c. The freo trade se ems to have changed into 

tyranny. J: have ~10\;eVer managed So dispatch the I' Rachel;' Hith 460 

slaves, amongst "lhom 123 fem2.1es 

JIC 12J ~; Resolutions of the Dir ector-General and Council at ~lmina 

8th November 1682 ; 

It has ~een resolved, in order to do damage to the trade of ships 

of oth"r i~at iom;, \lhich steadillly coele to do pre judice to the Poble 

Comp 0) to reduce t'10 pr i c" of .'''rc .... ch :'::l'<"UclY f:co;;! 16 lmgels 1 flckie 

to 12 ~ngelc and thot of gunpOWdEr from ? o~ to 1 0 "· 8 Angels . 

24th November 1602 , 

It has oeen proposec1 to tl,e assembled lIembers tha.t the ))irec tor·· 

General (Verhoutert) has resolved, on the inst~nce of the Caboceros 

and Chiefs of the village Comillany, to re·establish thc Noble Comp.f s 

lodge in aforesaid vil~ace, and ~~at thorefore a vigilant, able 

and experienced pe:::so11 i s .1ee:c1ecl .00 Joris ~rnsthuys, who has 

served tI le Company for a ion; time ~i§ilantly as am ondercommies, 

for instance at the important facto r ] of \xim , has offered his 

services 00' It has ananimousl y been agreed to appoint ~;rnsthuys 

cOl1lui ies in tho Comp 0 ; S lodc;e a':; Commany. 

"0, it has also ~)e8n ~esolvecJ. 'co relilOve fro!'1 fort Cr(;vecoeur the 

com .~ ies Sebastiaan van der T, is ~~e, i~l consideration of the El iserable 

condi tion of t'w tracle at t~,a l)Os t, \'llliGh costs t,e ever:./ year more 

than it p~ys. It has be~n resolve~ to do so , ~ecauGe the natives 

have prayed us vit~ much UrLenG0 to send thither anothor comuies, 

who rna be expected to be a~le to entertain a better understanding 

';lit!.l tbe llatives and to revive t~'E: trade < \fan cler i, isse viill 

therefore be removed from Craa, a~d ~s rothi~s co!ld ) 0 said in 

disfavoEr of l1is person, he \lill 0e favoured '.-:iLI 2.~10·i;heI' factory. 

Commies ~' itt:la \-lilJ. re;place him. 
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3rd December 1682 

It has been resolved, in the service of the Hable Camp., the growth 

of its trade and in order to do damaBe to the trade of other Nations, 

to change the price of carabines ~rom 10 Angels to 12 Angels a piece, 

that of long rifles from 7 to 8 Angels, and tha t of Brandy from 

12 Angels to 1 0 hnge ls, 1 ~ckie 

it is also announced t hat the cO~ilies at Butri has reported the 

passag e of a frig 2. te ncunecl "de Ceurprins van Brandenburgh ll Clthe :,~ lec ­

tor of B.';), cOlilillc::nded by Capt. iia ttheus Vos, mounted with 36 guns, 

and with 40 soldie r s and 60 sailors on board, most of them natives 

and subjects of the s tate (sic). The mentioned ship came in our 

view off Commany, clearly in or0er to trade there. It has b een 

agreed to send two protest notes to mentioned Captain, one concerning 

his infraction o f the Gtate ~ egulation that no subjects of the State 

are to trade within the Dist r i ct o f the Noble Comp's charter (without 

its expressed consent) , and theuother concerning its improper trade 

at the village of Commany, where the Com9. has a lodge ... 

15th March 1683 : 
it has b een decided to write to Henry Greenhill, at Seconde: 

/transl. Dutch/ Y.n . t h inks to have b e e n i n jured by us in Y • I-I , s 

presumed privilig es, b ec~use we pay ver y little attention to un­

founded threats . .. we do not want to discuss this matter any 

further with Y.H., but let us state briefly, that in case Y.H. 

desires again to subvert our privileges among t he n a tives of 

Sacconde with promises and expenditure, similarly to what Y.H.'s 

predecessors have done at Adj a and Annimaboe, we shall write 

aboclt it to our Hon. liaste rs of t he HIC 

Public reading of a Letter of Their Hons. of the Chamber Ams ­

terdam, arrived with the ship 'de Afr icaen;, in which it has pleased 

to Their Hans . to order t hat it should be loaded with 500 Ps slaves . 

But as it is impos ~; i ble to obey this order, as at present on the 

entire Gold Coast no slaves can be had for gold or other merchand­

ise, and it would eyenbe imposi;;ibie to buy 100 slaves in a period 

of 4 months, it has been considere d what would be best: to send ~he 

ship back to ~~urope wi t llOut any cargo , or to take from the store-­

house here those goods which are in demand in Ardra and to load 

them in the said ship, in order to take its sla ves in Arder. As 

the country is here so extraordinarily full of merchandise as a 

resul t of the many :english and interloper ships, that \"e have hardly 

10 Marks of gold in cash , it has been resolved, to disembark as soon 

as possible from the said ship its present cargo, and to load it 

at once with an Arder-·cargo, \vi th a note to lIartin ',li tte that he 

should attempt as much as possible to sell the badly conditioned 

goods, even, if he can ' t do any better, sell them at Dutch rate, 

in order to supply the "Africaen;' as soon as poscible with its 

slave cargo for Cura0ao 
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17th i'larch 1683. 

Two other ships, sent by the Cho.mbe~'s Amsterdam and l'laaze (notter-

dam), destined to trade slove.::; in _~rcler, :lave arrived. 0 0 it has been 

resolved to keep them here till we recive information about the 

conditions of trado in Arde r ... 

23rd i,larch 16830 

Considerable com plaints have been received on commies Cornelis 

Witma from the assistants working under him: on his private trade , 

his improper treatment of those undor ~i3 authority, and on his 

agreement, made on his mm authority and jud:5ement, uith t he Negroes 

of Accra, to board by surprise a certain English snow '0' 

25th llarch 1683 • 

• 0. request for dismissal ha D been rec e ived from comm ies Uitma, to 

which has beun consented; this person is too much disliked by the 

natives. It has ;Jeen resolved to let coumies :~rnsthuys vacate his 

post at Commany and taL:e over t :" at at Craa, anci to move commies 

De la Palma from Chama to Corll1., .any ... 

7th :.pril 1683. 

a certain "insinuat,ion ' , 1t!ritten in !oatin, has be on received 

from Hr . Greenhill at ~ ekondi. It cont2ins, amonG oth0r things, 

that there Hill be an auction of o.n :llglish interlopor --ship at 

Cape Coast. It will be fixed as a public notice on tho door of 

Elmina Castle . 0 • 

. 0. it has been resolved to send t;1C ,ship "}(rygsman:' half-empty to 

Holland, because there is little hope tha t t he trade, very slack as 

a result of stron[; .. :nglish competition, ",il! soon ameliorate. 

1st Hay 1683 . 

Reading of a secret letter fro::! Jan '.::: iel, cOnl!il iee at Sacconde, 

with the information that an ~nglish yacht called II ,t Casteel Cabo 

Corse:; /Cape Coast Castle/ , carr ~r ing a coast-cargo and ail )~nglish 

merchant and a carpenter on board, had anchored with the intention 

to establish an English ledge at ~acconde. The mentioned Hr iter 

gave into considerat ion Hhethcr such action should be allowed, in 

view of the fact that the 3acconde Negroes, who should not permit 

such an establishment, excuse themselves, saying that they are 

forced to do so by those of Adom, OJ:' whether something should be 

spent on some othar nation in order to punish t hose of Sacconde 

for this violation and the harm they do in this way to our possession 

there, ot, thirdly, whether one mibht bett~r discern if those of 

Sacconde are the true cause of this matter by removing the Noble 

Comp . 's goods from Sacconde by embarking them on the barq, retaining 

the ondercommies and his assistant thore, m~_in3 the people of Sacconde 
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afrai d tha 1rIC \Ji::"..!.. Lc.:(\) .1.'OVt;11ge: of th8ir t.rach of oath. I t has 

been re sol ved to resort to ~h l ast solution, dnd to see if the 

peo ple of ~n~GonJc will chase th~ ~ngl ish awaJ. 

3rd August 1684. 

The lhroct-:;r ·Gone:"".:' ~n .. ," ~()'l : ;w.c the b ... ~oko r Luan has \-/arned him 

throug" hie serv:C'.nt JJ:1'.l~ t.l:Jse of f.dom v/ere march i ne; daVIn their 

entire a-rlily \/ie'" tlle: .!.nt8nti0n to attack the: s tnt ec of Ahanta ane. 

Chama I ac;ainst "1'.1ic'l sto.t'~G those of .,e.om are iubued with bitter 

hatred. ID vieVl o~ this, H.l~. proposed to vacate the lo dges at 

Tac c orary and ~cc0dn, and to ~ring the Moble Comp.'s goods from 

Accoda to Fort n~tansteyn o.nd tllose from Tacc orary on boa rd of the 

yacht ;ld \ "amina;; .• ' 

4th Uctober 1683 

'rhe "Ceurvors t van Branden'.:lurgh· and the "Eendragt · , provided 

with a Bood quantity of trade goods have arrived. In order to 

sup~)ly tho'.j SOOl1 \Ji t"1 return-·freight " it 'J.as been considered necess­

ary to Bet our market ··prices in such a way, that t he merchants 

f roLl in-land may be enticed to come to sell their gold to t he ll oble 

Compo and diverted from trading on board of the ships or from the 

':;ngl ish at Cabo Cors i n these days uhen constant ly ':::nglish and other 

foreign st,ips, in pc:rt i cul ar, as at present, one from Brandenburg, 

as .1811 as i:1.teJ.10:'0~~ ~"'~~':"~lllG t:,vL ~reJuj icial competition. 

I t has therefore Leen resolved to put the bedshee ts at the same 

price as .lJ tL~ ;;1.1.61ish a-c CabO Gors and i or '.Iil ic ll t he:' are sold 

on board of t he , . . 
Sl1lPS, Vl.?, . /illegible/ 

18th December 1683. 

TIeading of a letter from ,:.Scheffer. with an eclosed let te r from 

thf:: Dr.:tncle~burg cO ~l1m o.:1.dor of Great Freder i clcburg, \/i th t he information 

that a small pi rate-Rhip would have surprise d the ship o f Capt. 

Thomas ~r.hoorts, t he "Chcrlot te Em i lia-- in tho Hio ::; ierralioens , as 

well as a small Drandf::nburc frtgnte; t he lattGr would have bean 

restituted to tho ( \'ounde:d) ~~p~. Thoorts, who sailed i n it with 

his ere\! to Pocquesoe, The: Director·-G:m«ral represented tho. t it 

seemed to him very unwise undar these circumstances to let the ship 

"Prins te Paert;l so.il to Cormentyn, and t :',at it "lOuld be better to 

preve:nt a dai';./.S ::::- 011S situation by keepin~ the mentioned ship on the 

roads of Blmina. and if any ship or sail comes in sight, to send 

50 or 60 armed iI"rna men in canoes to t he mentioned ship in order 

to protect the whi temen on board, and not to send the :IPrins te 

PaerVl to Cormentyn, the mol'e as it nedds still at least 50 boats' 

ballast. FurthQrIDu~~, ~hG Direct or-Gonbra~ will inform and caution 

t h060 of Cabo Cors, and the Captains of the ' lyna village will be order-
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ed to keep day and ni~ht 50 or 50 of their most able, well-armed 

Youngmen ready 

3rd January 1684. 

It has been decided to transfer Ondercommies Floris Van Schaerden­

burgh, trading in the Noble Comp.'s lodge at Commany; although he 

is a youngman of modest behaviour, ho lacks experience and the trade 

is comletely dwindling there. He is hereby appointed ondercommies 

at Cormentyn, to tah:e the post of Dirck \hlree, .... ,ho has been repat­

riated after having squandered considerable funds both there and at 

Boutry. The post at Commany will be tak en by Bartel Claes Smith of 

the yacht ':De Liefde'; ... 

it has furt~ermore be e n re s olve d to lower once again the price 

of bedsheets, necessary in conse ~uence of the continuing competition 

of English, French and interloper ahips. 

13th February 1 684. 

From Cormenty n are reported the protests of a certain Fantyn 

Negro named rrenufoeba on account of the Company slave Bossoe. The 

former pretends to have l ent to this 3 0ssoe the sum of 6 oz. 12 Ang­

els. The slave says that he has consumed the said amount during the 

famine of some ' ears a g o ., an d tlla t h e, being an old gre y man, is un­

able to contri~ute anything. The ~antyn negro has claimed his 

debtor in person as a payment . T~e op~e r c omG i G s Adriaense there­

fOl~e has come to ask, on ord e r of t~le j)irec tor,·Gene ral " whether 

this old macron slave should be maintai ned a nd whet he r the debt 

should be paid for him in ~old G. B . began by explaining that 

there wero many 0~jecti0nB to the ma inte nance of this slave, who 

had come to r~present such a considerable sum of c old, and H.E. 

concluded that this old and disabled slave w~c not worth the risk 

as experience has taught us, thu t t he natives of Fanty n do not 

hesitate to attack the merchants \!i'(;[1 the merchanc1ise t h ey have 

bOUGht, to steal and to clo s e t h & paths because o f such differends. 

It has therefore b e e n resolved to hand ove r t h is macron disabled 

slave to his Debtor (sic 'l) ,. 

3rd February 1684. 

It has ~e ~ n deMonstrated tb a~ a Portuguese barque has anchored 

here in orclc l' to disembark and to sell its cargo of tobacco, sugar 

and Brazilian brandy, and '(;~at the mentioned Portu~uese. coming from 

S.Thom~, had not been molested , on the con~idG ration that the Governor 

of that island treats the r O'Jle Comp . ' s ships ahlay s very hlell, and 

that we could therefore not act in a different way, but as this one 

is a Bra7 ilian, to whom ~e fecl not in t h e least obliged, the Council, 

as~(ed for its advice, took into consideration, that no' orders 
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and d~liberated whether one should make this Portuguese, who has 

traded on this Coast and has even gone to the extent of daring to 

anchor in front of our Castle, pay recogGit ion duties or whether 

one should order t~e Port uGuese to weigh anchor at once. It has 

been resolved, considerinG that the~nglish offer freedom of anchorage 

on their roads and that the Directors have not given any order to 

molest the Portuguese or to dmand recognition duties from him, to 

order the said Portuguese to quit at once our roads, and that he 

should not do any trade at any of our subaltern places •• , 

lOth February 1684. 

lleceived a re ~urt from D.Assen~orgh at T~~oradi, that the C~ptain 

and crew of the pirate-ship which had anchored there had come ashore 

in order to take water and fuelwood, and as t h is was tolerated by 

those of Taccorary, said Assenborgh excuses himself of not having 

been a~)le to prevent this. Hhen the robbers came in t o the lodge, 

he has treated them in a polite manner, but lat~r some quarrels 

rose betlleen said Assenborgh 8.nd the pirates. Initially the former 

found assistance from those of Taccorary, but soon he was abandoned 

by them, and the pirates have brought him by force to their bhiP, 

as well as his assistant, who shortly afterwards was however released 

on the insistence of the captain ofa li ttle ~nglish ship which had 

been captured b;;' the said pirate. Assenborgh s~ys that during his 

confinement on board of the pirates' ship he has been treated quite 

poli te~y, and that the follo1:Jing da:: he \1aS brought back ashore, 

where he found that t:1e pirates had not t a!:e n any of the Comp, , s 

goods in the lodge. But now Assenborgh fears that the pirates, 

once t hey have taken sufficient water and wood, will demand some 

ransom out of t~lC lodge's trac1e goods; he has t berefore provided those 

of Taccorary with gunpowder, lead and rifles, in order to offer 

resistance if t ',at is needed. It ~las ": e e n resolve d to send H.:C. 

t he F iscal and ti,e broker llhan to rraccoray 'lith instructions 

/viz. that the y are to visit both Sel~ondi and fl' a ~ ,:orad i , that the 

natives are to be kept well-armed, ~ut should not attack before 

the pirates do, that if tlle latter are aggressive, an attempt 

should be made to capture t~eir ship, but that definitel; the y 

should not ~e molested if the ~' take indeed only "later and ';lOod/ 

1st Harch 1684 , /cf. 13/2/1684 ~/ 

It is reported that i'.ppentyn or Term :~oeba, the Ji'antyn J1 egro at 

Cormentyn, does not only demand the Compo slave Dossoe, but also 

his wife (an old disa~led female sl~ve) in return for Dossoe 's 

de'0t /D.-G. ~ Council deeide, ratber annoyed, to give up Bossoe ' s 

\Tife too./ 
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1st December 1685 . 

Having received cert a i r:. info~·:jlc,-t io r'.s that the ship " it \Tapen van 

Ziericksee" has left \'!ielingell roads (iL ~eLlo.nd) on 28th .'.ugust of 

this year and accordin;; tJ rUJours WOl:ld not call on ::amina but sail 

straight to i.rdra, it [L.S !Je en d3cided to send Ol: board of the barque 

"Alexandra' an expe::.~ienced cOlJ ... ies as \Je~.l a s an on dercoml1: ies to 

Ardra, in order to make proper purc::ases for th8 said ; Ziericksee l1 

and to tal~ e, wi:::h tl18 ~le lp of cpt. :'::ar..ckert , the ondercommies Van der 

E1st fro m th~t post, in order to answer be fore us on the subject of 

the adminis tration he ho.s carried on thore and the estate of t he 

deceased oppercommies ;,aartsl1 'i tte . It has also been decided to 

let ',rillem de 10. 1 alma GO from Cl:ama to fl.rd r a '-u:: oppercommies . •. 

( . . ) 
1st Larch IG0'1, 

It gas ber:m a.c'.!onstratad ••• that there is i.n the Castle I s store,· 

houGe a large numbe. of old ane ~eav~ rifles whic ara totally 

uns0.1able, and also o~ little vo.lue at ~ooo It =-.o.s tberefore 

becn proposocl to a.rm the 110',le \.OJ,,)) . S srjl'fs 'Ii tl~ t:lG aforesaid 

unsalo.ble heavJ l"iflcs, and to l(:t -ct!8hJ e:~c:rciG(, Hi c:: t~lem, in 

order that ia tilliG of em6l"Gency t~1::: ' could use tl.eL1, or in case 

of a revolt aGD,inst L:,(; no.tivcL L"",mcolv8s, [cs has hap~Jenec1 some 

ti~e ago in Chama .. 

5th .J unG 1687, 

'rho '1 J. ·G . h0.8 r('ad ou t {1 ~ .1)or t. 1'1'0;.1 op .. ~ 6rv' lrnies :rnstl:u;)'s 

cOl1cerninc, \/0.11 1/ ic'~ ',J::; c.,)l '.e.:)S(JC' ill -:,lC lod:..,e at Commany, 

remonstrating at the same time ths.t t(h. onc' :::'~"O .. l lies .. T[l.,1 Jl.inswortb 

treated tho Conll' an~' -'cc:;rocs i., D. :c: _lc.. ::-,:lC r so .:;'·<-~t tIle 10<.1;;0 

will never ~e rcconstruu tcd ac~or:in, to 0 r lnt~Jtions. com-

pluint~ nave reuc'.eel us ... lzo -r('. CO.,Ll.J.:'!· lo:?'.roeE tb:'.t tue' are 

beinG abused II~ t ,fordL> ",.1 tl.reats (sic:.. HO t. . c:'-ore consider 

it to ~c l.n t1. il".t~~ ;t "f t'w • ,,',10 '~o::') tCl r_ :O'/G ~h0 f.lentio116d 

J\il1S\lOrt 11 frll 1 ...: J •• [' ny .•• 

20th J une 1~S7 

aft r tile ',un T'el .. \Jh~c·. )C .• ~2..' : L ve occurro(~ at (;~12.!'1a ~et\lecn 

the co,.lilies . dell a1':d "-L ".J.·~.':'1';;6 01: Lx >l~t;;, r 01 :' c l::.'ctel·s· evaGion 

0 ':'- t,.c fish-toll, t.le , . _... . .... 
" v .... ,;;; isca: t~ither with 

able an expcric::.::ed pc ... ~vns w:o i.lt : pre-:c:r£ for a!l investiJ,c' tion 

a.nd f r medinti.:m, '~l!t tl:c di",li'e 0: t~. :.~:ttivec tm'lD.rds t'i1& commies 

is found to e so "re3.t, t::".:: :.t \-10.~tl 0::11-' 'Je in ':Lc dis-;e!"'.Tice of 

the Compo to le':; the said co ..... ie .:. sta tr~6::-.J, '':::_E: J" ·-G. pro;;:o,3ed 

therefore vheth~r it \101tld not e ~tt·.;!" to send. ar..oth:-r per-Eon 

thither •• It has . een resol-.ref tc :.. epL,ce Uden. c.nd to send Abr. 
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22nd J~y 1687 . 
The Council has deliberat ed on the stock of 300 slaves purchased 

lately , ,,[hether t hey s LoEl d be seut on -')oar d of the s h ip ;;Den Holland­

schen Thuyn" to -Je sh=-p~~ed v i a "-~::.'dra to Cur aG ao for the ac c ount of 

t h e Chamber l'iaaze , or Hhether the-- s~'lOuld be kept here till the 

return of tL3 s h ip ;; iT 'f a pen Vall _lils-ce rdam", in order to ship them 

then for the acco unt of the Chcl.Llber ,.;.msterdam , for whose account 

most of them have ~een ~ought • • But as for t~eir maintenance every 

day 4i chests of milhio are needed, which a mounts to ll-i;- Angels or 

fl 281 15 st. metropolitan currency , apart from the risk of running 

a\1ay or dying, and on the oth:;r hand considering that the cargo of 

slave trading mercl1andise \-!hich \/culd be disembarked from ti1e ;'Den 

lIollandtschen Thu~Tn" to 1:1a1-::e place for the said 300 Ps. sla ves would 

not be current here, and only p2~tlr at Laay, and irt particular 

consid8ring that the ship of the l'resid ial C:1aJ!lber will bring a 

cargo for the slave trade at La ay which will contain goods which 

will be current here on the Go l d ~oast; so th~t then the Ardra 

merchandise can be sent with that ship, which would be useful because 

there is at present great a'ljllncJ.ance of sl.' vec at Ardra, it has ;)ee11 

resolved to ship the sl~ves who are at present in the Castle per 

"lIollandtsc'lCn '~lhu~rn" for the accol'nt of t " e Chamber daaze, to 

disembark its merchandise and ~o store t~e latter here in the ware­

houses ••. 

The Director-General has de~onstrate0 tha t the Negroes, in particular 

those of llyna, continue to go ever' day on board of tho interloper 

ships in orcJer to do there their i11e::;al trade, and that t'lCy even 

go to the extent to induce the l.erc.'lE.nt::: f!'o,n the Interior to do the 

same. ;le addecJ, that t'le degroes arc so bold as to comp~te in their 

trade even \/it~l t' e Comp., trac1.~_ng on board of t'lOse interloper ships 

even when they are guarded (?) uy Compo ' S ships, as has appeared 

recen ly at Cormant;n in t~e case uf the 'Henri~tta !lbertina" •.• 

It has t 1 r fore ',e ... n unanimol\s1y resol vee. to Hri te to thp. Captains 

of the cruisinr; frigates to h~ng the very first I!egro they find 

on board of such a ca tured intc~lo~er ship from the end of the 

mainyard, and if the:' find more tha~ one . e~ro , tl let theffi draw 

lots for it .•. 

20 th 'eptembe~ 1688. 

The I. - G. proposed for discU5< i:ln u:'lat to do i:2 tae best interest 

of the :IC concernil g ~ enyn, si!lce 01" ti.<:: one hane it ;"la,c; J een learnt 

that th late co~ies veeltsnyder ~as Given some reasons for discontent 

among t~e Benyn Negroes by aousin- tJeir - inc ~~d Blee~ing with his 

vives, yet on the other hemd. there are clea!"' siGns t~_at t'le:,' :,ave 

taken up this quarrel Clainl~' because of t-.'eir cwn advantac'3, hopil'lg to 
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avoid in this way the payment of a de b t t ~ey had with the said commies 

and (the punishment for ?) their beating to death the Negro Caloor, who 

was a Compo slave, but uho was entirely innocent of the a bove. It has 

therefore becn considered necessary to set, for t ho well-being of the 

Company, an example, vlhicl1 shoule1. serve t h em as well as the Ardra Negroes, 

and to take revenge an~ discoura3e them from ever going to the extent 

of slay ing persons (in. the CO!·:p. ' s service). Afte r this exercise, an 

attempt s hould be made towards reconciliation with the Negroes, in order 

that the trade in the Ben~n as well as in Ardra may be continued undist­

urbedly, anc~ the J) . _· G. is th .) refore requeste c1 to make the necess ary 

arrangements ... 
17th January 1689. 

The n.-G. has read a letter frOD Their llons . the Directors meeting 

i n th8 ~sHembly o f Ten, concernln~ v~ich places on this Coast should 

only be provided with one man and a flag, i n orfer to bring the remain­

ing men, merchandise and ammunition to bther pl~ces in order to protect 

them better. I t has been a :::reed not to abandon an" of our p·'.2.ces 

altogether, and to maintain a t Axim 30 whitemen apart from t he slaves, 

and to stati0n aoong them a sergeant in order to keep better discipline 

among the militia, at .".. c co da 2 wl1i te s and 8 slaves, at Doutrou 10 whi teos 

and 10 slaves, i .e . to mainta i n the present force at t he said places, 

at Tac corary 1 \;Thi t ernan and 1 bl a cl:li1an , at ? acconde 5 \VLi -ces and 15 

slaves, most of them armed , at Chama 1 8 whites apart from t he slaves, 

to dro ::,J Cor,)many an d to ta~c e ailay vlhateve r tilen t hore may be at present, 

to ma intain sufficient garrison at St.Jago and Blmina, at least 200 

men, principa l ly ~ t . Jago, beins t~e k ey to the Coast, at Jioree a nd 

Cormentyn 25 men each, t o be re i nfo rced in case of at t ack up to 50, 

and las t l y at Ac c ra 30 whitemen 

It i s furtharmore br0ught to t h~ not i ce of the Council that the French 

ship .I Le Poudor" OJa Poule Cl· or ?) has ca .en the small Comp. ship ' Cor­

nelia", ta'~en its merchandise and sent 23 of its cre,l to llartinike. 

The latter h2ve 1) e 8 n lJ!'onght he r e 0 11 board of t ile ';i/inthont' ; and the 

o Prince \Ja pen:, ancl.chey brough t info2:'mo.\:;ion tl1a·c Cap. Ilodon has orc.er 

to capture all. 'l: utC ~l s h ips " rehe prisonel's st8.tec1 furt hermore that 

the French have on 18th or 20th Octobe r declared war on ~he ir Hi gh-

Hightinesses of the states-General ... 1'.s the ::Vryheyt .. the iDruyn·· 

visch and the 'St.l'.nthonio de j)adua:: are expecte d at any time now., an 

effort s hould be made to warn them, and every t h ing s hould be brought 

into a st~te of defence 

18th January 1689 . 

letter from Hendrick Van Uchelen, Axim, is read in Council. He 

reports that a French ship with 3C guns and a crew of 100 has arrived 

at Assinie \lithin 10 weeks after its departure fro~ lloche1, having been 
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been equipt)cd :3olel~' \'li th t he purpose of attac 1:inc; Uu cch shipe. It h aG 

been proposed for delibe r ati on whethe r it would be proper to let the 

ships "1'rin88 i: apen: ; and :Uester", \Jhich are ready to clepart to Ardra , 

not leave for t hat destination , but rather sail to the ~indward in order 

to attempt to intercept the mentioned Frenchm&n , .. It has been resolved 

to sent~ tlle said S' l :;'PS to the 1. ' indward .. " 

18th June 1689. 

D.-G. Nicolaes .:' lr/eerts mact8 it kno',!n that this morning the King, 

Fetaire, J ey and 1amin of r itu have come inside the Castle to ask rr,~. 

for a surety of 120 or 130 bendas in merchandise, to be given to the 

Accaniste and the Krufose l in order that the latter assist them against 

Saboe . It has been taten in consideration that Fitu is still indebted 

to us for <.tn amount of 68 benc1as, that matters of war are impredictable 

and t leat in case of a defeat of Fi tu there wil l. be little hope for the 

repayment of t~e first as uell as t he new debt, but on the other hand 

t~at , if we did not assist r itu, it is highly pro~able that the Accaniste 

and the ~rufose will join Saboe and defeat Fitu ; and in that case there 

will be here at iiyna, as \/ell as at Commany, as little trade as there 

is presently at Nouree, whilst if Saboe were defeated, we might not 

only count on a continuation of the trade here and at Commany, but also 

on the re~openinf; of t ', e passages to ;. ouree •• It has ther8fol~e been 

resolved to lend ~itu the said 120 to 130 bendas. 

17th February 1690. 

it ~l 2..S '..:l een resolved to sene! t ile s~lip llendrietta to ~io Calabry, 

Gabon and Cabo .i ,opez for i vorv and wax, and to order Capt. Coster to 

calIon hrdra to bu~ there beef and bacon for t h e 4 oz . of gold which 

will be sent along wit~ him ... 

20th February 1690. 

I1eading of letters fr Oi:! fe rdra \ the one fro m :!. >; , General ,s1tJeerts 

/ on 17/1/'90 J6~1 Smits had . been" installid as D.-G. at ~lmina/I the 

other fror,) onderconu"ies Gros. addressed to II.,':;. requesting 1.1im to 

settle the diiferends existing between him and his superior, opper­

comMies Isaac Van Hoolwerff ... This mi gh t also ~ave been effectuated 

by n.::.::., if his sudd c. n departure ; ~ 8.d not prevented such . Consequently 

onderco~'ies Gros requests urgently in his letter to ~e allowed to 

find employment on the Gold Coast, as he is beinl; treated very rudely 

by his superior, wit~out havin3 given any cause to it. Also because 

a canoe with 7 rowers has been ~ept thore, although t j e ; are effectively 

slaves of the Company, and 'ler -,- mUC;l needod here on the Gold Coast for 

repairs on the forts and for assistance of t he slaves 'lere , 1:/ho are very 

small in number - if we had sufficient victuals here we would have sent 

a vessel to take 80 slaves fro~ ~rdra for employment in the Comp.'s forts 

and factories \'I:1ere needed .. ':le ~lave delil; Jratec1 ane' a.greed to summon 
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ondercomnies Gros, as tlle oJ,'";) ercommies, as long ae the slave trade 

continues at the present rate, can very well do without an ondercommies 

.", and also the rowers with the canoe, as we ne cd them badly and 

as tl1ey are of much more se1'vic(;) to t 1..'.e Compan} here than i n Ardra, 

11th April 1690, 

The galliot ;'Cornelia ll /c L 17/1/'89 :/will ~)e sent to Denyn, Calabty 

and C,Lopez, a nd wi ll call on ~rdra to buy pork and other victuals with 

the 4 oz. of gold sent along with it the D. -G . furthermore submitted 

to deliberation whether ~nderc00~ies Gros should continue to stay there 

or should be summoned, in accordance with our resolution of 20th Feb,; 

he has stayed there, :)ecause o:)perc ornl!1ies Van I-Icr<!11werff pretended to 

need him, having too few people there and that otherwise the lodge at 

Popo could not be maintained in the Comp . 's possession, 

It has l) een a bree d to SUn1l:lOn Gros and let l1im return on ;)oard of the 

galliot ';Cornelia", and to send as a reinforcement o f the personnel at 

Ardra an assistant and a co oper 

5th September 1690. 

the ·:tIorgenstar·:, destined to bring 500 Ps. slaves to Surinhamen, 

and the yacht lPoelwyck:' , destined to bring 150 Pa. slaves to Isequebe, 

have arrived, As at present no slaves can ~) e 00ught on the Gold Coast, 

it has been put before the Council whether the aforesaid ship and yacht 

should be sent to Ardra or to Laay. In view of the fact that we lack 

goods for the trade at Laay, it has ~ e en r esolved to send them to 

Ardra, and to provide the ::jiorgenstar;; with a cargo VJo rth fl 21, 000, 

and the "Poehvyck;; 1;., i th one worth fl 6 , GOO -metropolitan value -', from 

the warehouses at Elmina. 

7th September 1690. 

The D.-G. has communicat ed to us, undersiGned ;;embers of t he CounCil, 

that he has understood f !om a letter from commies Jan Ainsworth at Accra 

that on the 3rd of this lilOnth some ilegroes, cOillil1G from Ardra had 

reported that oppercommies Van !Ioolv.Jerff had wounded three Negroes 

there, but not fatally; that the ~rdra Negroes had however had the 

boldness, after :1aving obsenTed the said oppercommies for 7 or 8 days, 

to attagk him and to brinG hii;] before the Fidalgo , 'l'he latter v,fOuld 

have bound his hands aad his feet and he would have t aken away all 

the i'.rdra and Ilyna slaves \lho 1;lere in and near the lodge, \dthout 

however touching any of the other effects of the Compo Although these 

are only oral reports from Negroes, and none of the ~ssistants there 

has given the least notice of it, the aforesaid Hegroes say that they 

had told assistant Homma, t~lat tlle ·'· would go b:" land to Craa . " ·'1e are 

very perplexed about these mc,tters, and we also c~o noe hav-e current 

merchandise to pux-bhase slavee at .:.,aayo ;fe have the:ccfore decided, 

after deliberating whet would ~e to thG best service of the Com~any, 
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what exactly has happened and about what action should be taken. Onder­

coml1ies \li llem t!eyburGh and private Van Ae rdenburgl1 , \lho has been stationed 

for a long time in ~rdra and who knows thot country's constitution quite 

well, as his as s istant are ord ~re d to go there and to speak with the 

Fidalgo, demanding fron him the r easons for h is procedures against 

oppercommies Van lloolwerff. They should try to settle the matter peace­

fully \ and to that end 2 "massen" fine beads vlill be presented to the 

Fidalgo. Dut if it happend that he, the Fidalgo , does no longer desire 

the presence of oppercommies Van Holl.erff, his dismissal will b e re­

~uested, he will be brought to Elmina with h is lug~age , and he, ~illem 

~eyburgh shall command the lodge as a Chief ad interim. In order to 

get as soon as possible further informations, the 7-rowers canoe will 

go thither with the yacht, in order to return at once with those inform­

ations •.• 

23rd October 1690 • 

•.. not yet having received any ne\ls from Ardra, in spite of the fact 

t~a~ we sen6 the 7-rowers canoe thither in order to get news soon, it 

ha.s b een resolved to dispatch at ear l iest convenience the:'lorgenstar'; 

to .'crdra, in order to taken t~lere its required nwnber of slaves 

and as it is unknown whether oppercommies Van Ro~lwerff will be restored 

in his position by t he Fidalgo and the great men of Offer, or whether 

he 1.'.as beon sent up with the ·acht "Poehlyck", it has been considerod 

necessary to cend on bOB.rd of the s'1ip "iiorgenstar' ; somebody who bES 

suf f icient experience of t~e state of affairs and const itution of Ardra. 

Valentyn Gros has been selected to do this ... 

18th February 1692. 

The D.-G. has read o~t three letters from Valentyn Gros, dated resp. 7th, 

12th and 15th January, at Offer in ;~rda , in vlh ich he describes the Vel"y 

miserable state of afiairs , caused by the war since the Great Ardra h inS 

has bribed Affory to destroy those of Offer and to r~in then as rebels 

against their King. ~he war has heen so successful t hat the Fidal~o and 

the principal men of Offer have fled to )~ ida, and t'"le surroundinc villages 

have been destroyeC and burnt, with the result that the pasDases are 

virtually closed and that the ship' De TIoomsche =:eyser", having acquired 

about 200 Ps. slaves has kept most of its cargo on board as its Captain 

does not want to commit his merchandise to the loc1g e, as the people there 

fear that i t mig~1t be set afire or eu!ifer other calami ties vThich wars 

generally bring abo,~t. -".part from the S71ip "De ::~oomBche Keyser', the 

;'St. Clara" has ar :c i ved "l:/i th destination of }'.rda 0 in order to fetch there 

500 slaves. Consequently we have deliberated, also in view of the fact 

that this information is already one month old, whether it would not be 

in the best service of the Noble Company to se~d t~ithor the littl e ship 

IIendrietta first, to find Ot:t \/hat ~-:as 'coeer: ha~)~)enin0 L,o:;re, and, if the 
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Noble Comp . 's serva nts have fled frow Uf fer, to esta~lish a lodge at 

Popo . It ms hoped that the '':lloomsche l~ e :rser" can be dispatched very 

soon . It hac ~)00n resolved t o anmuon comi:Jies 'Jalen t yn Gros bec ause 

of his continuouc indisrosition and to g ive an account before us of his 

a dm inistrat i on, and t o orde r him to transfer tho Company 's effects to 

ondercommies Hendrik 0are nts~,? who s houl d g o to Po~o to trade there, 

till the war is over, if he can't trade s ucc88sfully a t Offer ... 

18th February 1 692 . 

Reading of a lett e r fr om commies Jan Ainsworth, Craa, who sees a pros­

pect for supply i ng the ;;,s t. Cl a r a;' \l i th its required load of slaves 

in the area be tween Craa and F ida . Oppercomm ies Johan Btaphorst, in 

consideration of the fac t that t he At ty war should not be left un ­

used, offe red to do the slave trade on the St. Clara . But consider­

ing that t he Negroes come continuo usly over land to Craa, and t hat 

commie s Ainsworth is well informed o f the situat ion in the places 

between Popo and Craa, and on what goods are most i n de ' and t h ere 

since La ay has been destroyed by t he war , it was resolve d t o employ 

rather him on t he ' S t. Clara" 

31st b ay 1692. 

The D.-G. has s hown a reque st from Valentyn Gros, commies at Offer 

in Ardra , i n which he ask s to b e employed on the Gold Coast or at 

Fida , again in t he service of the Compdny. llavi ng taken i n consid­

eration t ha t t he s u id Gros has earlier- abandoned th~ Companyl~ iodge 

at Offer and r e tire d to F ida, with the result t hat the lodge has been 

destroyed, and a l so tha t h e ha s recentl y ve ry urge ntly requested for 

his dismissal, bec~use of his i ndispos itio'l, and asked f or permission 

to rep~triate, it has teen r esolved to refuse said Commies' request 

and to let h i m r epatri a te on board of the lit t l e s h ip He ndriltta, 

although Gros has offered to stay on t he Coas t on h i s own cost till 

a better ship arrives from Holland .. . Opperc ommies llendrik Van Uchelen 

has offerdred to administrate t he Company's affairs i n Ardra . .. it 

has been resolve d to appoin t him Chi ef ilerc hant at Fida (sic!) 

16th September 1692 . 

The D. - G. has pro posed for deliberation whethe r oppercommies Hendrik 

'Jan Uchelen, appointed according to the resolution of 31st iiay Chief 

Herchant at Fida J should go t here: on boa rd of the "'Postillon" ..• It 

has been resolved that Van Uchelen should go there on the first occasion 

in the company or two as s istants i n order to learn ther e about the 

situation. There is only an ondercommies and an assistant at that 

place, and we do not know whether they are alive or not, or whether 

the Comp . 's effects are still there. An a tt empt should be made to 

prevent as much as posc ible any damage , the more because Afferry, in 
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eonjJ1"ction with the Aquamboes, is preparing 

the Fidas. He, oppercom,Dics,should try to bring the warring parties 

to peace, and to make the Ling of Pida well-disposed towards him, or, 

if it appears that that is not succesaful, to extradite the refugee 

Negroes from Offer, or to give Borne payment for them, what ever he 

may think is best; but if it appeal's that such a policy would not 

bring a good outcome, and his person as well aB other servants of the 

Noble Compo with its effec~would be exposed to the discretion of the 

victors) (in short) if he considers the situation not safe, he should 

embark all the Compo 's servants, slaves and merchandise on board of 

the ';Postillon';, and give notice of his decisions at earliest con·· 

venience ... 

HIC 463 ; 

Chamber Jl.msterda.m to Joel Smits, 9th December 1692 • 

••• \Ie have the h onour to inform 'J. •. '; . that vie have agreed to equip 

two ships for the slave trade, one destined to Lngola and one to 

Ardra, and to put on board of the ship ;TIachel' ; , the one destined to 

Ardra, an extra cargo (left over) worth fl 3,000 Ve have learnt 

with regret thet the lodge at Ardra has been totally ruined by the 

Negroes and that all t~e factors would have b een murdered. If this 

is really so, other measures s~ould ~e taken, but for the time being 

we are looking foraward receiving further information about the 

true state of affairs .• . 

~nc 124; 

19th January 1693. 

The D.-G. gives notice thc1t the s'lip ':'~roonvogel ;' of the Chamber 

Amsterdam has arrived on the 18th of last month, destined for the 

slave trade 'l~he oar que (? :lbrack") \l11ich vIas sent to Pida on 

the 23rd of lc;,st month for a reconnaissance, returned on the 15th 

of this month, bringing with it the Comps servants and a part of 

its effects, as the ; were compelled to retire because of the war of 

Afferry against the Fidas. Consequently no slave trading transactions 

can be made there, It has therofore been resolved to send the "Kroon­

vogel;) vlith oppercomblies Va.n Uchelen to Laay and other places in 

that area to purchase slaves ; but if they do not manage to acquire 

the full nc~ber of 500 slaves, th0 ship should be dispatched to 

CuraQao with a lesser number ,., the barque will also be sent there, 

in order to bring the opp8rcommics and ~he remaining merchandise 

hither, .• 
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6th J'uly 1 693, 
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'ehe ships ';IIercules", 0111ache11l " ;lPe y nenburgh " and 11Eva i"laria; l , since 

long expected , hav e at last arrived, three of the m aro returning ships, 

one is destined to the slave trad e i n Ardra •. . As the s eason is over, 

it has been dec i ded to send the "IIercules" as soon as pos <'.. .. ible to Hol­

land ,vi th 300 marks of gold, througl1 th e Channel, b ecause it is too 

dangerous to let it make its vo ','age around I~ngland, ~) ut because o f the 

danger of attack by French pirates, it should join a convoy from Eng­

land to Holland .. It ho.s b e on resol v el' to ke e p t he . Ev a Haria': and the 

fluy tsh ip " Peynenburs h ': here till next spring, as we have no other ves­

sels on the Coast than the ship 'De Drack". "De Brack ,' s h a ll have tm 

s ail to Ar dr& as there i s no factor y th8r c, a n d to collect the remaining 

goods and the oppercommies from th o ship nac h e l " 

The D.~G. put th& question who would embar1- on t he " TIache l il to do the 

slave trade in Ardra , where we have no lodg e or servan t s b ecause of the 

war; the oppercommiesen Hendr i ck Van Uchelen an d J an Aynsworth said to 

be inclined to go, and offe red their services . • • • Jan Aynsworth has 

been nominated to the ~o st . . , 

24t h November 1 693 . 

The D.-G. has demonstrated that some d i ff orend h as arisen between the 

(1uiffer se and the Commanise, 'Je cause the ':ing of Coml,lany has ordered 

his people to arr est some traders from '!uiff e r with merchandis e to a 

value of 1 0: 2 : 8 marks wh ich t h e ,' 'l ad bou ght from tl1e .:jn g lish at Cabo 

Cors, on account of the i r having slept in his vil l a g e. The said traders 

would also have promi sed to trade wit h t he Dut ch a nd n ot with the English, 

which promise the y have not kept. Decause of th i ~ quarrel the Quifferse 

have declared war upon the Comman ise , and i n re s ponse t h e :~ ing of Com ­

many has distributed the confisc a te d g oods a mong neig~bouring s tates , 

in order that they may SUppOl t h im i n c aG e of war. ; uc h a war would 

b e to the great disadvantage of t h e trade, and i f t h e passag es were closed 

to the trade rs f r on Dinquira and Quiffer, we wouldn't make any money 

and we wo uld fi nd ourselves here in the same state as the factor i es at 

Cormantyn and ;ioure e, where, may God help us, only 3 or 4 marks of 

gold have be en r ece ived . The question ha~ t h erefore been put forward 

whether we shoul d lend to the Ki n g of Commany the mentioned 1 0 marks, 2 o z 

and 8 Angels claime d by the ~uiffer traders, in o r der to avoid the war, or 

not. Considering that the Company may suffer at least ten times as much 

damage on merchandise which may spoil, and that tbe loan at a later date 

may be claimed back, it h~s ~ e en resolved to suppJ.y the said LO: 2:8 Hk. 

worth of merchandise in order to settle the differcnd. 

• 
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The death has ~ecn reporte~ of cowdi es ? i eters at ~ccra. ~aving ta~en into 

consideration tl'e very "l\ . .:ent r"quect of the llCCl"a deputies to have 

the com~ieF froQ noetry, of whose nild tenper t~e said to expect much 

for a peaceful aUG quiet c::--existence. it ".as ,e'3:: resolved to appoint 

cOi:1~ies Koen as cc;,uies at Cr aa and to ac cede t~, the reques t of the 

Accras '0, 

23rd November 1 697 

':'he :J.-G. pro )os ed to r.:o:'.l'lc il th,~ iollo\J i n . .:; pu'-.lic circul e,r 

that it baa come to ~.:~.;s not i ce th~t lct~ l ' some men have deserted 

but the s e deserters, not . avi~G t J least leason to cowplai n about 

t h eir pa.y, wil. '. lose '':;~ie i r sal&ries. i. o c :)1-1- do t'1.0" desert, t h e y 

also de j auc h our f aithful soldieis an~ undcrmi~e our defence s y stem. 

Any deserter whom the Coupany c annot apprehend will be o u tlawed, in 

the sense tha 'c \oJ h i tes as \1ell as neg::-oes may ;' shoot such men unc~er the 

foot · (=?) on the spot, and ea(;\1 ,,-(,ite or b l a c kman Hill r e ceive 4 oz . 

of gold for each deser ter. ·.veryone, none excepted, i s he re by expressed-

1y warned to o b serve the 1'",1(; th.,-c c ervdnt,s of t~1\,; GOi!llJany should not 

go more t han one cal1~lOn; s shot clist ~',:", ce avJ(l~T f roln tl.e i r stations ••• on 

a penalty of 2 moths ' s alary, an~ t~~t we shall not conc ern ourselves 

with anybody whor i s s hot at by the ~'egroes beyond that limit, no matter 

whether they have evil.intentions·or not. Officials are hereby ordered 

to bring t h is circular not onl~ to the notice of t hu Comp o ' s servants , but 

aleo to that of the P e t;roes . 

26th llarch 1698. 
Three ships destined for the slave 'crade in .rdra, the 'Catharina' ;, ;:Eva 

Haria" and :'Gouden Putt: , have a r rived, and an experienced person is 

required to be dispatched thither, especially considering that many 

foreign shipe are at the momen;; ancored all \; ; ll: F ida r,)ads. Hel'Bupon the 

Chief Merchants \/il181;1 Bosman and ii icolaes Poll have stood up , and it 

mentioned Bosman do t~at trade .•. 
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1st November 1697. 

The D.-G. demonstrat ed that he was informed that there would be no 

interlopers on this Coast nowadays, but that all of t hem would have 

returned to Hol land, with the exception of one Zealander who is on his 

way to Angola to trad e slaves, ,,,hom he would afterwards bring to Cadix 

in S pain ••• li . ~. propose a that it would be in the inte rest of the Moble 

Compo to send the frigate "Beschcrmer': , sent hither for the express pur­

pose of warding off the un-free traders , to Angola to capture the said 

interloper, also considering tha t wost of thc - se~son ~aving ~ pa6sed, one 

should not expect any otlwr interlopers before February, and that the 

;'Beschermer,1 would t he refore cruise here to no avail. in order to 

prevent the natives fro~ suspecting the true purpose of the dispatch of 

the ilBeschermer:, the ship \"i11 be provided with a small cargo. The 

captain should also take care th~ t he has returned before February ••• 

Pieter Hinke, Captain of th8 "Beschermer', is instructe d . . • to sail 

under a foreign flag to Angola, so that the natives, in case the int e r­

loper ship is captured, wil l not ~now thut it is being dona by a Dutch 

Company ship, as t hi s might be to the detriment of the Company's trade. 

If the captain afor 0said manages to b oard the i nterloper ship, he s h ould 

order those in comma nd of th~ t ship to hand it over with its merchandise 

to the \I IC, under the promise t hat the y may ke ep: for themselves their 

private possessions and pay, but if they refuse to accept this proposal 

he should t a ckle t hem with vio lence . Once the s h ip is captured, it should 

be manned 2/3 by Compo personnel and 1/3 of its OlIn crew can stay aboard. 

~apt. Rinke should try to get hold of all the gold the interloper has 

bought, as well as the papers, but the slavesT ivory and copper may 

stay on board of t he prize. Returning from Angola Capt. Minke should 

sail tb the Grain Coast and att empt to arrest other i nterlopers ••• 

23rd February 1700. 

The D.-G. informs Counc il that he has addressed h imself , on the order 

of the Directors of the Presidial Chamber, in a letter dated 16th Feb­

ruary, to the Agent at Cab o Cors, in or~er t~ discuss with h im ways 

to bring the long lasting war in tho inter ior to an end, if possible, 

••• and to insist \Ii tll l1im that tLo ::;nglish no longer protect Dutch 

interlopers at t;'eir ports. D" --G -.. funt-her stated that said Agent has 

answered on 18th February, with some mocking remarks a~out the consol­

idation of the interests of both our Companies, saying that a g reements 

are always broken on our side, which statement t h a y connect with a wilte 

lie, according to which he, tho D.-G., would have ordered the imprison­

ment of a certain Negro belonging to Jan ~abes, provided with a cane of 

the English lierchant .at Commany, in thG Adorn country by tho Caboceer 

Eckou\"1 (who does not depend of our I!ation) and ordered him to seize all 

the English goods passing through his land It has beGn resolved to 

send the Chief Merchants Bosman and Rohart to Cabo Cors, and on 20th Feb­

ruary they returned with 2 report 

The said gentlamen wers sent to Ca~o Cars to reruest from tlle Agent o f 
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th<;. !:.nglish :2 •.•• C. ~e:-:J.issiG:: ~c :;2.::& awa'f fro::: t:':air roads tha Zealand 

interloper Jar. Bokhover:, but ;;;:':e;-; :::-eceivec. ans1..re!' f::-oo that .~gent, that 

they should expect to te fired 1.!pon if t~e:- t:::-ied to approach the fort 

wit~ tbe in~en~io~ o~ exsc~ti::6 t~e D i:::-~c~~!'~ orje!'s ~oncer::ing the 

said int€~l?~er, all t~is in spite of ths fact t~~t the Directors of the 

PJ,C in .• ondon haC. ass'..<r'2c1 t::e !.ss. of :t-= i::1 a letter dated 27th October 

1699, that T!lGir =Ior;.s. naC: sent oresr<=: to tiler :.ge:1ts L. Cabo Cars not 

to iwpede O1.!r shipe ar.y lon;~r in arres~i::g Iutct interlopers, even 

und.r t~~ir forts, or to protect t~e~ ~avin[ ;c~e on shore, the 

::':;.id gr~ntleQ~n found -?It t cir arrival on(; 0' our soldiers lately deserted 

from .;oure0 kee in~ gUBrd, appare:J.tly intended as Cln insult ••. having 

waited thore for c cO~3iderc~le ~ime before the G~te, they were eventually 

received in 8, cool and offending mun""cr ••. the COllversation wi t' tho 

Agent was co stronc \/UrC'eCl , 1:." tit looked as if ,,-10 vere t:lG public 

en mior.. of t 10 .,n.,lic·,.,. r.... 41[,lis:l cOl1tinued, \ .. ith curses and abusive 

worda, to a~cu ... e our D.-G. of h3.vin given ortl"!rs for t;),c arrest of 

Negroes subject to t J nglish, and for ttc sei~ur~ of their goods, *hen 

tho w ..... ntcd to pClLE.. t lrvc g' the .ldor:! country. ,'.1 though they e:{plained 

that General Van ..,evcnliu'sen hc..s not the least lmo\,Tlcc1Cc of it, and 

till lOBO could h vc iasued 6uch orders, it wau 0 no use. They said 

th t tho" .wd wt y<.:t J:'cccived <:'\'ly orders fro!"'1 thQir I,ircctors to give 

p mi' ion to our c:;'.ipn for the tckint; away of interlopt.rs fro. under 

the'r fort I nd t'!o.t lance 27th (,etob r t'lc had received at least three 

1 tt rd fro 1 thalr inUEt 1"6, ut t .• D. t in nC'.l~ of thc.:J t .... least mention 

h n m d of t io ttor. Connidoring tha one cannot do anything 
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soma crafts, a6 wal~ ~s the ~~.inG of plantations such 00 thoDe of cotton 

&:c., and to as le Their Hons. th..: ))11'(:c tors to s end us somu fath e rs and 

mothers for this house .. . 

the Chief dcrcha n ts b osm a n anel r:ohc:.r t? \v[lD h'Cl ve been charged with 

the making of \Iri tten reports and advice on hO\l to pacify the warring 

parties in these lands, have submitted t o t he Council t h eir findings. 

(Bosman): During the term of of f i ce of Nr. s tap~orst the first differonds 

arose between us arlc'l. th" Co.mnanies. ..., aftar a l ong " and for t~le Compo 

disadvant&geolls war, we made in 1696 a peac e w;!ich W3S favourable to us, 

but it did not l ast long, as a r e sul t of~nglish inte rfe rence , and very 

soon we were compellod to engaso oursulv8c i n another war , in w~ich we 

were as unfortunate ae in the first, and thus we stood opposed to one 

another for years, without an; party drawing profit f rom it. This moved 

us, not without the consent of the ~~nglish, who had the ir representatives 

attending th2 negotiations, to maka a second time peace with the Commanies, 

although not such a fa~ourable one as t~e f irst, This peace would have 

lasted, if the ~nglish with the i r i nconsistent ch2racter and their assass­

ination of tha Commany .. i ng, haa ~ot prevented such, We cannot quite 

penetrate i n to t he yoason;::; Vl~1i c1: have moved t, 11m, but one t h i ng is 

certa in : every thing wa;::; again spoilt , ~ecause although we are li.~Bg in 

peace witi. the Cowmanies, t~ere e~is~ts the greatest suspicion , as the 

Commanies expect t:lat \/e 1." i ll tl'eat them in the same manner as the Eng­

lish have done. The rumour has sproad, probabl y fro~ the side of the 

English, who aim at waki ng us 80re ~atdd, t~at ttis murder has been 

commited not only wit~l our knowledge ~ut oven on our advice, Consequently 

the Commanies have beco~e mo r e estranged of us, v~ich has expressed itself 

in that t hey not only have had t:le inso1 ::mce to capture: some ii ina people 

but also some slaves of t'_L IT o ', l e :")lJp., Hhom the:' never have seen fit 

to release \ ill spite of thE: General' s request. The' continued to per­

petrate new acts of wantonness, \/bich compelled the D.-G. to attack 

them again, the more so as trade ha~ virtuall~ come to a standstill as a 

result of the quarrels between ·tJufie~ and ~inkira. Since 4 months all 

good understand ing with the Commaniee ~as aLain been destroyed, and they 

are (again) our public -and not like the =nglis~, pretendod- enemies, keep­

ing the passages clo6ddt~obb~hh. \! e can't even i nt~rfere i n the quarrel 

between the Dinkiras and t"1G JuL',-,rs, th<.: former arc claiming 1 00 bendas 

from the latter, because if we paid the ~uffers, the Commanies would yet 

keep tho passages closed, At t he Doment t he situation is such, that the 

Commanies, reinforced wit;, thl:! aid of tho Fetus, }\bramboes and othe r 

peoples, are waiting to at t ack Tecci Ancan who is supported by some people 

from Akanny and Cabes ':t'erra, "li~h t 'le result t ~,a t there is no trade at 

Cormantyn and i;ouree either. It is thorefore proposed to come as soon as 

possible to some agreement wit :1 th, .-nglish. 

(Robart): ..• The disruption of t:~; trade at Accra hels i tc origin in the 

claims which the Akim Negroes pretend to hc,.ve on the Aquamboes concerning 

men supplied by them some time ago to the A(luamboe :iing named 
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Ahinsang in order to help r..im to defeat the j\ccra Negroes ; there have 

been numerous palavers on this issue, and considerable sums have already 

been paid by the Aquamboes to the 1',kims. Dut every time the passages 

have been open for 4, 5 or 6 months, and then the aforesaid Akims would 

make new claims, till eventually (at the time I had the honour of being 

stationed as j!erchant at Accra) t he I'~ing of Aquamboe, named Bansjaar, 

died. He was succeeded by the former under-king, called Addo, who 

sent to the Akims a present of 30 Ps . slaves, 40 perpetuans and 50 

small crates of brandy •. . in order to promote friendship and trade, 

because the Akims, who live i n a country which is very rich in gold, 

have to pass through his countr: i ll order to do their trade at Accra. 

But they, the Akims, rejected his offer , say ing that they had the rights 

to the entire inheritance of 3 a ns jaar ; and t h ough the y had the goodness 

to leave the Aquamboes in t b e possession of it , they claimed such great 

sums, that it was imposs i '0le fOl" the i.quamboes to pa~' them. Even when 

Addo proposed to give 300 bendas of gold (whic h he would have had to 

bovrow) if the Chief of the Ak ims would give him his little cousin as 

a hostage and would not make f~rther claims, this proposal was not 

accepted by them, the Akims, which makes us fear that this matter can 

have no other outcome than the total ruin of the one or the other, in 

which case none of the white Nat ions will dare to int&rfere. And even 

if the Akims were willing to take Addo' s proposal into consideration, 

neither the English , nor the Danes would be ready to lend such an amount 

•.. and if we ~vere to lend those 300 b endas , the English and Danes would 

profit from it through their i~terlopers we shall have to leave the 

outcome of this affair to time .. . 

25t.h iIay 1700, 

D. _·G. communicates the i nformacions he has received yesterday from 

Fida. a bouc t he sad condition of t h e slavetrade there. Cornelis 

Gyssen van del" ;; tolk, Capt. of t Il e "Graff van Laanwyck' ; complains that 

in the period from 30th January to 25 t h April 1700 he has received only 

357 Ps, slaves, of whom 30 have already died, and explains that this is 

so because of the numerous rrench an d : ; ~nglish ships 'which arrive there. 

He adds tha t he needs firewood and boxes of milhio, and that he will 

have to leave if he does not receive some soon. I t has been resolved 

to send him some 

Equipagiemeester (director of the victualling of f ice) Daniel Pets 

has reiterated his request to ~e excused from sailing to Fida on board 

of the ship "Croonvogel:' to supervise the purchase of slaves founding 

his request mainly on the fact that he has never been ashore in that 

area and that he is ignorant of the manner of that trade there, which is 

quite different from the one in L~gola (which he kno'is very well). And as 

he would indeed be of lit t le service there, mentioned Pets and the Capt. 

of the "Croonvogel i1 have been sum::!Ol1ed to tlle C01.'nci l ... me()ting. The Capt., 
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wh n twl,\)d ~/h thvJ' ho wou l r1 llu ~,iJJ 0 ~o (\0 Lhu tI'fJdl) ~o ~h0 fJlltirJJ'uct;icJJ1 

f tilt) HOll. Oont1olllUl1. thl) lllroctoru wiUwuL thu !-tid of un J:rJlJiprA~iClmO(J'.ll.r)r, 

answerud ':Y o/;;::, bec(..\u(;u 110 hUG on sovortt l occuoions lJoon afJhor'u in (Jf' f (·f). 

und asGl.s ted \;/i tl! tho t r::.\dc, and he h~w D • . r':;J.i,' Jcnr)\.fluugo oj ~hu Guul-om£; 

and tlle IIab i ts of the lfc\ti ves 0 f that arl;)l;I. ; ho e.dmi ~tod that the I:quip-· 

agiemeester would be of little uue to Ilim, nuvor havinb boun there . A~ 

\Ie need the latter 119r8 1 it hus been decided t o write to Oppercommies 

Poll i n Fida, that he should try to give the Capt. as much help aD he 

may need ••• 

VIC 97; Letters from the Coast of Guinea. 

Van Sevenhuysen to Ass. of X, Elmina, 8th May 1699. 

On the urgen t request of the under-king of J\.quamboe I have now for 

more than 1+ years enc ourage d the trade at Ponnie , where I propose that 

we should establish a fort or lodge. It haG provided us with very good 

slaves and abundant gold, and it is of such i mportance , that the English 

have alread;;r insisted .,ith the upper-king that he makes us depart from 

there •... As there are a bundan t ano good slaves for sale , so many that 

English and Portuguese ships sometimes ge t thei~ entire load at t hat 

p'lace, we could talee over thdt trade, if only we had a fort there , i n 

that \'laY \le could al\lays provide the slave s hips at t he ir arrival if not 

with their entire load , at leas t with a large par t of it fr08 our stocks, 

.\'1hich \;lOuld much contribute to their earl y dispatch. iioreover, much gold 

is also being received tiere, even when the p&sGages towards Accra are 

being closed by the upper-king, because t hen the other one author ises 

those to Ponnie to stay open •. . the construction of this fort s hould not 

cost more than 10,000 florins . . , 

Van Sevenhuysen to Ass. of X, ~lmi ~ a, 25th J\.ugust 1 699. 

even the interlopers have at present lit t le trade, receiving only 

poor gold , of which we cannot give any othe r ex~lanation than that the 

peoples in th interior still have war rather than trade on the ir minds; 

we still have to wait for the outcome of all these wars ileanwhile, 

we hope that Y.ll. may have better luck and profits from the slave trade, 

which, in our humble opinion has l ate l y been rather prosperous here as 

well as at Fida ••. 

Van Sevenhuysen to Ass . of X, LImina, 15 th April 1700 . 

I have received Y.Hs' highly esteemed letter of 26th September J\.o.Po., 

and I see with the greatest regret that I seem to have caused Y.Hs' dis-

• pleasure with my direction as well as with my writings, and I beg Y.Hs in 

the humblest way to grant me forgiveness I would indeed rather have 

had the good fortune of my predecessors, who could satisfy you with 

brief informations and lots of gold, than having to send Y.Hs . endless 

reports on local wars ... On y.Hs' complaints that I hkve not held the 

Iloble Comp.'s servants to their duty, I pray Y. Hs . will re~ember that 
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othor Generals have from time to I.ima had to mako similar complainto. 

Examples like tll.J"t of uudcrcom:nio8 Vall Ypei"Cn are self··evident •• • I 

really canlt prevent all t t ose who are inclined towards debauchery on 

all occasions, particularly those wilo in the midllle of the night fill 

themselves up with strong drinks i n their loneliness .•. That the pros­

perity of Y.Hs' Nob l e Camp. de pends on ~rade rather than on wars s I thought 

to have shown to have enderstood, in part i cular if one reads my letters 

to the English all t h is Gubj ec t . .. Concc"rning Y .lIs' complaints about the 

poor returns in gold, I may indicate that from t he books it appears that 

in a period of 8 years, viB. fr om 1668 to 1676, only 3,150 marks of g old 

have b een sent from this Coast. And i n those y ears there were just wars 

between the Nat ives themselves, w~ ilst nowaday s the re are wars between the 

Europeans and the l'lat ives as ,'lell as wars between t he Nat ives themselves ; 

hence Y.Hs. s hould very well rellise that the present wars do not just 

cause impediments to rCrade , but its very standstill .• . and that the war 

continues as a result of the wur~0r the English hav e committed on the 

King of Cammany .. . Y. Hs, are very '.:ell a ",/are that 1; . -G. Sweerts has start ­

ed the whole war a gainst the Negroes in orde~ to keep the French and the 

English avIaY fro El Commany, and equally tl:.at General 8 mi ts has had a lot 

of trouble a bou t that place wi t~ the:nglish .. . I don ' t see why the Eng­

lish are still trying to extend their ~os8essi ons: t he on l y p r ofit which 

I believe the English expect from this Coast is the recognition which 

t ile y draw from a large nUElber of s hips d i spatched to this Coast 1I.s 

for the Brandenburghers, who ac cording to their own say ing have not less 

than 60 men i n theLc service a t rreder iks~)Urg, they have no t had any ships 

of their Own for years ." . 'C he third cause of the dec line of the trade can 

be found in the multitude of interlo ~e rs . .. i n two days not less than 

35 sails have be en counted at t he J randenburgter fort , and the English 

say themselves that in a re lat i vely short time not less than 80 recognition 

ships, from England as \/ell as fro~ Jamaica and Darbados, have arrived 

here. All of t hem are destined to trade gold as well as slaves, but this 

Coast cannot provide go l d for so many traders. Genera l Sveerts has, during 

his term of of f ice , sold be dsheetB to an amount of 685 marks of g old, at 

a rate of 34, 35 or even 40 pa. pe! benda, ~ut in my term of offi c e we 

have never given more than 32. ", 

.. . I believe to remember quite well to have hear s from the late opper­

commies Jan Aynsworth h ow he found i n the y ear 1693, anc hore d off Poppo 

wi th the ship ;i11aohel':, such a~)ul1danc e of slaves at that place, and their 

owners so eage r to sell them that even without going on shore or paying 

the least customa r y dut ies, he got h i s ent~re load within 10 or 11 days, 

pay ing less for them than indicated on t he pricelist .. . 

.•. The English Premier Agent Duckeridge, \!ho by his murdering the King of 

Commany is the cause of the earlie l' mentioned 1tJar. ,"lent subse quen tly to 

Annemaboe in order to move the Fant ynse to help h im against the Commanise. 

But although this reques t vas ac cocy~~ie d by a promise of 300 bendas of 
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g01d , they d,ecli n.'3'l" On his \la~' back, he visited Chief iierchant Eosman 

at iloUre., \lhere he c0mplained ab'lut it , and made it knOi1l1 that he \"ished 

that I Hould so-operate with him in particular in order to bear the 

war-expenses .•• Later he has again expressed ~i s des~re that we should 

co-operate with him t hrough the Negroes , in par tic ular through Tekki 

Ankan ... 

Val1 8even lnl.~r3en to i.Sf;' of ~:, El mi "la 21st ,June l ?OO. 

(C omplains ~bout laxity of ~la¥e trade . . of tho 357 slaves bought by the 

Capt. of tl}e ';G raD. :~f Vo.,l La",-m' ;, ck;i (cL ' p , L,3) 102 had l)e-:: 11 bought on the 

Gold Coast) ..• I therefor e advise Y,Ms. not to dispatch too many ships 

to this Coast for slaves ; and rather to send t h em for that purpose to 

Angola. '!9 do ng ed more rifles here, because the Ne groes inland 

seem to he.vl'; o. lot of 1rJar on theil' minds ) i n pCl.rticular the Dinkirase, 

whose designs a re hOFever d':'f f is ult to pred::.ct) as there are constantly 

rumours a 'uout them the";; t:1e y ei ther \'iant to fi gh t \J i th tIle Asjantese j or 

~/i t h the Fantynse, the rCjufferse ., _.<3. 0 "15e , 'Jas ,sase or the inhabitants of 

the ,'\ncoberse TIiver (sic ), :,n d as long as those rumo urs circulate, there 

are no goods more current than fire ~rms_ Other goods are little in 

demand or sold by interlopers .•. 

The Commanise have. since my ~a3t letter of 15th April, been defeated, 

mainly because we arq not pr0vide~ with fire arms . C onsequ~ntly I have 

no t been a bl e either to provi de thG merchants, ~~c in spite of all Eng­

lish efforts t o divert t hem j ha~e come to this Cas t le over the Commany 

road , with what they asked for, and it is with t he greatest regret tha t 

I have ha~ to let t hem go to the English at Cato Corse to buy their needs ; 

t h is makes me very sad an6 hear t broken . 

Van Sevenhuysen to flstS of X) :nmi.na) 3uth ;ray 1 ?Ol. 

At Comuany the Nogroes living under our fort have intercepted some 

water ·-barrels of an Bngiish barque ."' The English merchants fired a 

cannon-b~ll through our fort , follo\Ted by 3 or 4 othGrs fired into the 

village j 'l i th ehc result th ..l'C one ilep'o \"as ki lled and another one wounded . 

the English answer our complaints with counter-complaints ••. Concerning 

the condition of Trade on this Coas t, it is with the greatest sadness that we 

have to report, that it has never been so bad, as a r esult of t he war 

between A~6jantoe and Dinkira; in which Atim got also involved j and 

consequently the three most powerful countries, \lhich are also the richest 

in gold ar e now i~volved i n heavy warfare . fhe Dinkirase have since long 

been ve r~ bellicos8 and proud of t hoir vic tories, and so they have become 

~nbeara~le to their nei ghbours. The~ have ruined t ~e ~kkanistsej the 

Tjufferse, the !,domse , t he "JaSfiase and the Awinse I but nov! it is t heir 

turn to t ake revenge on the Dink jrose llost of thom have decided to close 

all the passageR t o the beach, in orde r to cut off the sU'Jly of arms and 

ammuni tion to the Dinki rase , vThich 'lac Given to t he !~ssjanteese, who are 
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are much stronger i n men a nd wel l pro v id8 d wit ll every t h i n B, a groat ad­

v a ntage, a nd i f t hey kno,~ ho',! to mo.ke: uO v of it, b oth t hoy and we our ,­

s elves wo uld b e happy , b ec a use a s so on as t hey a t tack, a l l the o the r 

be fore me nt i oned s t ates \li11 at t ac k DinkirD., wi t h the result that i t 

will be c omplete l y de s troy ed and t~a t \Ie could again t rade ; b ut on the 

other han d , i f Ass jantee , even i f it i s i n such an advantageous pos i tion, 

doe s n ot dare to bit e t h rough, t ilO oth ers must a l s o keep qu i et, and in 

tha t case t h ings woul d be even more mi serQ~le on t hi s Coa st f o r us , 

bec a use in t h a t c~se we cannot expe c t b u t a long-lasting war, a n d the 

Dinkirase will r u in a l l t h os e who a t p r esen t , by t h e i r c l o sur e of the 

paths , inconwo dat e them. Although e v ery b o dy desi r es the downfall o f 

such a fe a rsome and warmo nge r i ug s t a t e as Dink i r a , no b o dy seems to dare 

to de c lare thu t war , b ecause the Dink irase h a v e a l ways b e en lucky at war. 

If the D i~~lras e won, t h i s ~o~l~ ~ e t he deat h - blow t o 0 , r trad e , and 

I join my d es i res to t hose oi' t ~ .l :) ) i g i'; e st par t y , al tr.oug· :. i t vlo L,ld be 

mu ch b et te r if peace c Ol,j. d ~) e l'estored ... 

. . • As a re s ul t of h i s u t ter gree d i ness a n J ~ngl i shman anchor ed near the 

English fo rt at In f uma has b ought a qu a n tity o f c opper wh ere he e xpe c te d 

to buy 5 0 marks o f gold .. • 

• . . Th e sla v e t rade i s i n as bad a shape as t he gold trade a t the moment, 

although we t hough t t h a t the presen t wars i n t h inte r ior wo ul d r a ther 

promote t h e offe r of slav e s . :G ut t h e :n glisl1 , competinB ar.1ong t h emselves, 

buy old ones a nd youn g ones, g o od ones and bad ones, pay i n g a s much a s 

2 to 3 oz . gol d flOT t hem ( mor e t han 1 00 f lorins j) u t c h val ue), Hh ils t 

in Suriname onl y fl 21 0 .-. is pa i d for on e P i e z a d'India . It i s my humble 

opinion t hat i t v!Ould no t b e a bad t h ing to t11'lTar t \ nay, r uin t h e Lnglish 

and othe r nations , if r . Bs. co u l d a gr ee t o ope n t h i s Coast al s o t~ ~Dut c h 

free-traders for a p e r i o d of 2, ~ or 5 y ears, on a p a yment o f 1 0 to 1 2 % 
recognition on the cargoes . <. 

Van S evenh u )'sen to Ass. of ;C ,::Irni ac;., 1 6 th ;love mber 1 '701 . 

Aft e r hi s f irst v i s i t o ~ 2G t L j eptembe r 1 6 99 on behalf of il i s ~ajesty 

the King of Franc e , in o r der t o ta~e p osses s i on o f As s i n~, t he Chevalie r 

Damon has on 2nd Oc t obel' l?OO r e t urned i n t he c ompany o f e arl i er mentione d 

Negro called Hannibal , whom h e brough t to Assin~. He said t hat t he King 

has allowed h i m to g ive away a t t h a t p l a c e gallant r i e s to a value of mo re 

than 100, 000 ~cus (\-/h i ch is unbe lievable ) ; the y woul d c ons i st mai n l y of 

some extraordinary medal or o t h e r pi e c e of gold, of fered to t he Chief 

there, with images of the King , t he Dauph i n, the Duk es of :G urg undy, Anjou, 

Berry, Orleans and other Princ es of t he ;; l ood, fur th r~ rmore a h eavy s ilver 

dinner-set, carpets , mirrors, cha i rs and o the r r ic h l uxuri e s whic h ar e 

required for a royal househ~ld •.. but fr om Axim i t i s reported that t hey 

are not only disturbed by peo pl e s f r om the interior , bu t al s o t hat t he y 

are in Assine deprived of the suppl y of victua ls 

It is aga in my ~ad dut y t o have + 0 re p t t h b d d't · f ' t h t d v _or on e ,a c on 1 l on 0 e r a e ; 

although the Assjanteese, quite in ac c ordanc e wit h my and every body' s desire, 

have had a complete victory ove r t h e Dinquirase , yet we have on thi s v e r y 
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day not even 2 marks of gold in cash. This is so because the Assjanteese 

are so full of the rich loot of the Dinquirase, that t hey do not think of 

trading, but rather spend their days lust ily in the defeated country of 

Dinkira. All this has made us decide, on the advice of the principal 

Ak~anists, on an entarprise whic h has so far never been undertaken, viz. 

to send ondercomnies David Van Byendael (who offered his service thereto) 

as an ambassador to the very feared Caboceer or Chief of Assjantee, after 

having provided him with an ext endive instruction on how to behave himself, 

as well as with considerable presents for that Chief and his principal 

elders, all this in order that the wars may be ended once for all and 

the trade may be resumed 'I e are full of hope, because the Accaniste, 

who were three years ago defeated by the D in~uirase , h a ve been revenged, 

and seem again in a good shape. They seem to favour us much. They 

have always been great traders a~d the; seem to enjoy great respect of 

the Assjantese 

\lIC 98. 
u. De-Ta Palma to let3S. of X, :L:lm ina , 26th June 1 702. 

\Ie arrived on 1 6th j:ay 1702 on the :'.;;11:1 ina roads, and the Hon. General 

Van Sevenhuysen came to receive us, ab~ut a pistol's shot's distance from 

the Castle ; arrived in the Castle, H.E. the General requested the Council 

to convene, and in the lJresence of t ~lc' lIembers of that Cou.nc il I have 

given pUblicity to the orders and commissions o f The ir II ighmightinesses 

the States - General 

Concerning the use of the cruiser 'De Arent:; for trade, I must say, 

with ~.rrs' permission, that we oust think twice before doing that, be cause 

if the ilatives get to kno\l vlhat l;:ind of ship it is, th{)y will be afraid of 

going on board of it, as it is vleL' kno1t1l1 that on several oruisers of the 

Hoble Compo excesses have ~ e 0n comnitted in the form of robbery of the 

Ilatives' gold and Goods or of carr ' ing them awa=- in the slave-holds, and 

the promotion of private trade, cont:i)uting very lit.le to the profit of 

the I~oble Compo 

To our heart-rending sadness wh have found trade in a condition of which 

no example has bee~ seen since the days that this Coast came under Y.Hs' 

authority; durinG a peiod of more t~Qn l{ years not a single trador has 

dared to coue to ~lmina Castle, although so~e people pretend that this is 

so because of the continuous wars bet:lcen the ~ sjantese and the Dinkirase, 

in reality the fault is \/i th Generc:_l Vael ~eVenhU}8en, \'1110 has acted so 

. rigorously that ~loina looks virtually devastated as a result of his 

rob~inG the inhabit~nts of th~ir goods, his arrest of free Negroes and 

his selli11G them ae slaves and r-.is ma.3Go.crias of subject natives "/ho came 

to see'. protection under t:10 Comp.' s forts. 'l'~le :~atives have generally 

be n treated. in suet. a harsh '.fay, that the:,' have l'ecomc afraid of trading 

with the Dutch Nat ion . Jo we have found the Trade thoroughly disturbed 

and the Natives brutali2ed. If \'Ie had not been able to meet the Natives 

in a quiet way, their u~bound0d bloodthirstiness might have caused, to all 

appearances 1 a bloodbt!.t:: on an:,. da: C ur pr~dc:ceGsor, proulOted to the 
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directorate of this Coast in spite of his premature knowledge of the 

affairs of this Coast, may have fOllnd it difficult to Bovern the Natives 

in accordance with their old customs and manners, and lacking better 

knowledge, he has left complete fre e do8 to his boy, called Akim, and 

he has in fact allowed him to dominate him completely in his transactions 

with the Natives under our fortre cs at Elmina. Consequently more than 

two thirds of the Natives have felt compeiled to retire und e i the protect­

ion of the English, Danes and Dreandenburgers or to other refuges in order 

to escape their extortion of slaves and goods. So we have found Elmina 

quite depopulated, and in stead of the 12j OOO able-bodied men of earlier 

days, we find thn t vlG \'lOuld have to rely on a mere 1,000 in case of attack 

by another European ITD. tiol1. ;/ i t h tlw most deplorable death of King \Jilliam 

in mind, and the proclama.tion of Princess Anna as Queen on that same 

24th March, and the great change which this must have brought about, we 

have very well und e rstood that there are reasons to exercise all our 

powers in ordez· to bring ourselves in a state of proper defence against 

all sorts of occurrences. Since no European Nation can fe e l itself safe 

in this Coast unless the surrounding Natives are on its side, I have 

applied myself with heart and soul to the procuration of the friendship 

of all neighbouring states towards the Hoble Compo On 29th Hay the 

Kings of Fetoe and Commendo have renewed the contracts of their predecess­

ors in th0 presence of Fiscal J oan ~ohart and oppercommies Nic. Poll. 

Afterwards we shovled to them t he presents 1;1 the form of the velvet 

(covered) chairs, and in order to anima te t~em to continue the Trade 

with greater force, we have promised the aforesaid Kings to let them 

have those cha irs when we see some fruits of that Trade. 

Y.Rs. may wonder why we sent a petition for goods of which according 

to the accounts there is still a reasonable quantity in stock in the 

various factories : but t h ese are so bad in t~eirkind, that they are 

virtually unsalable, at the factory in Accra for ins tance, the trade 

seems to revive, and as 61) boxes of oedshee ts are required there we 

find ourselves compelled to demand t hat quantity. The green perpetuans 

are equally so bad and miserably coarse, that no market in the world 

could ')e found for them, the more so as t~1e l;nglish outdo us in fine­

ness and size. I therefore info~m ?Hs. that I have decided to send 

back a quantity of spoilt rifles , powder and other goods . 

The trade under Y.Rs' jurisdic t ion here i n Guinea consists of three 

capital points~ vi~. tha t of the Gold Coast , the fOD6eful continuation 

of the slave trade and the continous navigation along the Bight an& the 

Rivers. The Gold Coast is sub ject to many changes and uncertainties 

as a result of the continuous wars as a result of which the Natives 

have much deviated from t\eir ordinar ~ manner of trade; for this reason 

the market seems at present to demand only rifles and powdar, and these 

only of the very best ~ind. Fo~ t~e Go~d Coast trade we would need 

nothing but a good quanti t~i" of carabines of the kind of I enclo'se an 

example, fine long rifles I fir.e greoc1 por}lecuans, green obtuse pipebeads 
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and yelloH little beads ( nolivetjes :;) or aheyne cof fe. Although there 

is here a bundance of rifles and carabi nes, we can't arouse the Natives ' 

appetite f or them, and if we want to s ell some to them we therefore have 

to offe::, 21 f01' 2 oz. '.Ie have to put OUl" ~)r i ce3 at such a low l"vel bec·· 

ause of the great influx of ELglish f i nu fir~arms if we wan t at least 

prevent other Nationsfrom trading wit~ the same methods and the best 

kind of merchandise . 

Concerning thG sec ond chapter of the trade, tho slD.vo trade, that of 

ours should be consider~d of suc ~ a nature, t hat it should bo carried 

on forcefully by a gr eat nUl:lQc;:" of ships " One might say that the annual 

provision for tho colonies 01' :~ urinaEJen and CuraC1ao is satisfactory, but 

it is also definitely t r ue that the re are so many foreign Nati ons as well 

as Dutch and Zel and interlopers who profit by taking the ir slave loads 

to the Spanish ',;ost Indies . -!. .Hs, would draw much gr eater profit from 

this trade if you sent a fe w morc and bi gger ships, and in that case 

we would advise to re - establish tho Lo dges at Ofra , Fida and Popo. 

Dut if Y. Hs . Itlere to persist by resolving to be the maste rs of tho 

importation of all covlri es, buying them Ii a. tou pris :: (sic), we can 

assure you that in t hQ t Vlay 1,JC would set the la,1 to all Nations: they 

would have to regul ate themselves to our Vlill, and we would be complete 

masters of t he slavo trade . But I should add the request that in future 

that trade be entrusted to experi enced captains only, and not to such 

men as Capt. lioem, of the ;:Beurs Van Amsterdam:/, ItJho had never been to 

Fida before, and to whom a very valuable capital had been committed. We 

had to send him palm oil and rnilh i o from here, 1dhilst those :':t::ommod:tties 

can be had much more easily and cL1ea~9ly i n j,rdra, and he has in th8,t 

way doubled the expenses. '.' e have the grea test difficulties 0: the 

world with ships des tined to t he slave trade arriving here in Elmina 

with badly arranged cargoes or lacking all sorts of items, refusing to 

accept slaves who have been bougl1t on thi s Coast. 1'hey want to make 

the greatest profit f or themselves, and we can't correct t hem i n ~his. 

Finally, conc erning the t hird chapter of the trade, tha t on t he Bight 

and Rivers, we aro of the opini on tha t annually four yachts would be 

needed. At present there are only tvJO yachts, the "Anna Jacoba ;! and 

the ::Neptunus ';, whic h have insuf f icient cre". In order not to have 

ships staioned fruitlessl y on ' the roads , vIe have ordered the :;Neptunus d 

to mal\:e a voyage along the coas t ; this yacht has left Elmina Vii th an 

assorted cargo on 3rd June" If Y. 3 s. were to decide t o send us the 

required yachts, Vie could control the entire trade, thus preventing 

other Nations from taking part in it. In that case we could order those 

yachts .•• to remain 3 or 4 months there in the rivers, till another 

yacht comes to take over cominG frOD another river, like ~io del Rey, 

Calabry, Gabon or Cabo Lopez, so that we can keep con tinuous possession 

of our position there, and thus frustrate other lJations in their intent­
ions •. . 
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Concelning events which have l ~tc~y tUKen plnce hero on the Coast, I 

may present to you that ondercoi;Jdi es :;")avid Van r!yendae l departed on 9th 

October :_0. Po. to flssirulte on the orQ(;rs of our predecessor. You may read 

about his activities there i L the enclosed journal (not found) , which 

begins on the last day of Hay 1701 and ends on tc: i s day . flquamboe, a 

great kingdom at (sic) .. cera whicl1 is V8Y' : - ri c~1 in gol d is inseparabl;y 

inclined (sic) towards the intcHct of' t~,e Comp.::my and trade is remarkably 

increasing th~rc. nt Comuendo, 3 hours from ~lmina, is the powerful trade r 

Jan Cabes, nephe\..J of the great "e rcadoor .\bam whom ,ie anim2..te with all our 

force tovards the i ntores t of the Co~pany, but he seems to bo afraid to 

come to :Clmine., as a result of his fear of 1.i illem Bosillan, who , :on the 

orders of Director-General Staphorst had the des i gn of shooting him with 

a pist~l. ::Jut be fora -cha':: could ho,ve ~.leen donG, the aforesaid Bosman 

i;ging het zyn zak los " (~?) •. 0 these arc: not the proper means to promote 

the trade. Y.Hs., receivinG every day reports from whites as we ll as from 

natives that thore is a general fri6ht and fea~ of (meeting) General Van 

Sevenhu~rsen, 'de Vlish tha ~ he returns to '~he fatherland, as well as opper­

comlilies \Jillem L;osraan; otheruise t:H.: trade ;,I ill never COI;W back. '1' hey 

have only taken C2.r8 of their privc:.te:: int erest, and left the Company's 

goods rot in the storehouses. 'Ie have received requests from Chris tians 

as well as from llarbarians to tolerate a general amnesty. 

In view of the general poor co~dition of the Trade, we have taken into 

consideration the planting of cotto~ aue sugarcane. Concerning the cotton, 

with which our predec~ssor has storted ~ore t~~n a ~ear ago, we may say 

that it is reasonably successful, hut, in order to continue this work with 

vigour we vlOuld need a ver~' C1'0'-'. t i1u:;I~e~' of slc...ves, Hhich this Coast 

lacks com.letely. "e have ttorciorc rEsolved to send tho yacht Anna 

Jacoba, as soon as it return3 frc'rll i ts coa.stal voyage on \lhich it has left 

on 4th April, to Fida in order to Lu. therJ 250 ps. slaves, in order to 

make use of thc~ for th~ cultiv~ti0~ of cotton, on the ~anks of the river 

of Chama, as welJ as at luutry D.nd .• :cem. Ie lilay induce the: natives, by 

our example th~ t the pl.::.ntias of cot .Oil is profitable, to grovT those plants 

to theil' oun profit, hecaus0 this']or:~ can onl:, be profitable when done 

in great Cluanti ty; 'ile \JilJ require an instrument like the mills which are 

in use on Cura~ao and other Illa.ces, ia order to purify the cotton. 

He are of tlw opinion that it nigl-lt be profi to.ble to take an experiment 

with the planting of susar on the riverbanks near Chama, Doutry and Axemj 

in order to get prope~l- i~formcd on its cult~vation, we llave , vhcn we 

were sailing in the neiC:1oourhooc1 01 t.e Canary Islands, already on 5th 

April sent a letter addreEsed to ~_~ Covernor of Zurinaemen with the ship 

"Hercu1es l •• Ie may expect posi ti-le ~'esul ts froo sucl-! an enterprise, if 

indeed the 12 requested experienced :'egroes \iere sent to us from Zurinamen, 

who could inform the slave a h~re abo~t the cultivation of sugarcane. I do 

Wlclerstand that it would ':~ ver:.: costly tc erect sugar-mills, but it might 

profitable in th~ future. 
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(Enclosure to W.D e la Palma :s letter of 26th June 1701) 

List of Servants of t~e Company on this Coast. 

At }~lmina: 

at Commany: 

at Cama: 

" I I. De la Palma and 

10 High Officials 
5 Assistants 
2 Auditors 

11 ;;Trynspersonen' , 
(craftsmen?) 

1 standardbearer 
64 soldiers 
94 

1 COl111;1ies 
1 assistant 
8 soldiers 

10 

I commies 
5 soldiers 

6 
at Saccondee: 2 assistants 

2 soldiers 

4 

at Boutry: I comiilies 
5 soldiers 

6 
at Axem: 1 commi,es 

2 assistants 
6 soldiers 

9 

at Moure : 3 commiesen & Assistants 
10 soldiers 

13 

a t Cormantyn : 1 Assistant 
12 soldiers 

13 

at Apam : 1 commies 
1 Assistant 
Z soldiers 

9 
at Accra : 1 commies 

2 Ass istants 
19 soldiers 

2
~ 

c:.. 

on St.Iago Hill : 1 commander 
16 soldiers 
17 

navigating persons: 34 
David Van Nyendael : 8ndercommies is 

i\.sjante 1 

~otal : 238 persons 

Report by Fiscal Rademacher, Chief Merchant Bosman and Oppercommies Poll, 

4th Hay 1701 (to Van ;;evenhuysen) 

Accra could well be defended if only 25 Qen could be stationed on 

each of the bays en of .3 oc co in the -.'est and J-"abade in the East, on 

condition that the Natives kept neutral .. . but as ye are fully aware 

that the Coast is at present ill provided wi th me-n" and that the maintenance 

of our fort there is of the hig~est impo r tance, it i s necessary to look 

for other means, of which two CODe to our mind: the first is to move the 

Aquamboe King Ado to help us, whic h would be (lui te easy no,,1 that he is 

staying in our fort, and ic1 fe.ct has SV/orn to come personally to our 

aid with a sufficient l1uli1ber of men. In t h,').t cs_se the for-t; would indeed 

be in no danGer of attack; but in exchange we have also promised that 

~ing to protect him a gainst all hi s enemies, to take his, and his under­

kin~ls effects in safeguard and to return theo to them when they come to 

claim them. Even if the said King does not keep hi s yord when we need 

his help, we have yet anoth~r s afeguard in t~0 form of the young men 

of the village of our under-king, if vie provide them at least ~/i th 5 00 

good rifles and 2 , 000 pounds of gunpo\"der. Even then \'Ie could very 1-/ell 

withstand any attack from l ~nd or sea. 
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\I. D L\ ]-'o.lmo. to ,\13,). of , l,;hdI1" l,'V. July 170": C9PY of n. le.~. 

ralma's letter tel Vail Hyunduvl (n.d . ) 

•• • Y.n . 's fire 1; lcL:'I;l' l)J: ~)tl11..' 1?0' h~u been rocivet1 by Jlo(;Gr(.). VD_n 

Se vonhu~'sQn i).lld j,IOl3i.lan, ,G 1,',Pl,I..Clr..; fl'o .. ' th,) ,.\' 1,' n:'l • r. V::m ';o vcnlluyeon 

has hO-ndod over to mo, ;"1 IIhiC!l il. 11 :, Jvm inoJf~J.h:rL (m 1Gth July ~/(J 

have r-.;ccivud Y .IL I S luttur d' "l.d S li10, .I.'. vl.1 lilac I "v/fJ OCV th[ t mattvre 

11l .. l~e • j • acqu3.intod with 

the affairs of thi..; Go ~Gt , \1..: liW:J i::lf ,rIll ,) Ol I t11." \Ie.: loft VliGGing0n 

on 19th Jiarch 1 70"': and arrived hO!'tI Gui'-.;ly on l Stl. ,iay . "0 eY-porionce 

that the Trade and the llati VCG have: '/e • totally ruined DC a r€:Gul t of 

the robbery of their so ld, gOe'elf; '::,l.cl blofJd, o.nd I soe thi'.l t tht: 1Jati ves 

have been frig:'tcncd a\l')'~' .i.'10' ~m; clculines \,it'. the T)utch. I believe 

that Y.Ii. kno\ls Vlell \'/h sc f"ul t l.l'ir; is, ,:uld [ do not hove to tell 

you more on t~~t ~~ttur. "t t ~(. .ntivec so.' thdt th'. broker Akim has 

been the chief executi0ner, an~ t~er ore it is hin maGt~r who is the 

chief culprit. I.essrs Varo ';<;'.~ •• :1U· r;en <l,nd .. oeman have veer. repatriated 

on 27 t h Jul y 1 701, I.'i t'L 5(' marks of sol d . 

Althoug~ we have neve~ be~n aLle q~ite to penetrate into the back-

ground of the reasons for y.II. 113 embasGY, lie shall Ilai t for y. - , . s 

return and a detail ed re~,ort. Y . l~.: s last let:'er" sent throu.;,L the 

boy of Crantj e, h as b een t ran3mi tted by (,IY 'Jo~'s Jan and ! ffo, uher:. on 

meeting them on t:leir \Jay to :. ccany II:' t:1 brand, anQ vel vet cloths he 

s howed them h is lit':' le cap. i'~,e~' :.ao "-'een sen1; to t:l':: three Heads of 

Ac cany, viz. Tiboy, ;,\fare~ and Int imtle \.,of1J, in ord<!~ to fi!1d out what 

advantage 1tle co ul d dra\1 from the~.! ,Ie see fro", I.H.'S let te r , that 

you got permis sion f ro.;] the ;:ule r Zay, and. tllE.:refol: e our aim to open 

the passages throug~: le ccany and t If:! In'ese,l c circU[,stan;:;es lIill Duch 

facili tate Y •. ,. t S return . e sh<:,l 2. send t.le re' uired provisions of 

tobacco, medicines , ~utte!, o~~ crat~ 01 d istilled li~uid, and, if VIe 

can get one , a red velve t clota as vell as a black cocked hat wi th a 

red plume \ a copy of t.~1e tvlO I Lave '.rou0 :1 for I;]' ol-ln use. If it happens 

that my b oy i s receivc:d rJJ thl) 'nlC:l' ',ay in • . 1I. 's presence, Y.i!. may 

announce to him in our name, the, in the t en years t:lat \'Ie :lave been at 

Elmina, VIe have tried as tfc:s t ae we could as to do well to all Traders , 

that I have learnt of t~8 grea t pO~Jer and wealth o f the TIuler Zay , and 

that I wish that his greatness increase and express itself i n the great­

ness of the Trade which he rna: L:inC here to the Castles, and if he 

desires to send a son hither, he may be as ~ured that our boys Affo and 

Jax:- will accompany him, and 1'Ie shall treat h im as a Prince of the Land. 

Y.R. s hould info:rm the :~ul er, t1J8,t we :Iave, on his recommendation to open 

the passages of Dinkira and 'tJ uf f0r , made propel' arraneements, even 

before having received r .• l.'s l et t e r, by sU~lioning in the Kingdom of 

Commany the Kings of ;';aboe, IT'etu and the mentioned i: i ngdom, as \'lell as 

the Braff08S of t t.;ruffer an(1 Cabeuterra, aTl(l that these Kings and Braffoes, 

as soon as the .k,e,r ,m,i,s. is over ., wil :1 cor.lE. to ,hlilla so that \'le are confident 
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that Y.H. can pass through safely. We also send hereby a costly linen 

cloth embroidered with gold and silver for the Prince, son of the Zay, 

or, if he does not have one, for his wife. 

The Gentlemen Directors (read : officials) who in the past have used 

their authority only in t heir own advantuge, are n ow n o l onger able to 

extort from the Nat ives the ir goods, gold and b lood, and under our 

authority they viII see nothing but a general af f ection and desire to 

revive the Trade . • .. We are at present already inde b ted to the Mina 

storehouse to an amoun t of 1 5 marks of gol d, bu t our emoluments over the 

past two months amounts t o CIll.y ]. ma.rk L~ 0 7" so t ha.t Y.H. may imagine 

what great profit He make no'.!ao.ays. l·l S soon as Y,H. returns from his good 

offices in the v ar ious countri eE, we s hall keep open for Y.H. a place as 

Commies for the contin ua t i on o f th8 Trade, so t hat Y.H. may enjoy a 

proper recompensation fo r the resol ut ion which Y.H. took so courageously. 

I1Enclosure liNn in De la Palma to f\ s s , of X 17th July 1702: 

To-day " l Oth ,Jun e 1 702 aPiJeared b e fore me, J. TIademacher, Fiscal at 

Elmina, the Hakelaer Akoe concerning 1 7 bendas gold he had provided to 

buy merchandise .. . t hat t he former IIakelaer .\kim, slave of the former 

Director-General Van 5 eve nhuysen, has i n fact orde re d his people to 

take away all the merchandise 1IIhich had bee n b o ugh t \vi th the mentioned 

quantity of gold, and that he C\k i m) has delivered those goods aften-Tards 

to the mentioned General , who confiscated them on t h e spot on the pretext 

that it had b een a transacticn of prohibited trade. The said Akoe declares 

furthermore tha t it is true that Akim had told h im, Akoe, on an earlier 

occasion t hat he, ~kim , in the co mpany o f General Van 3evenhuysen had 

bought on board of two Zealand interlo pers anchored b efore or near the 

English Castle Cabo Corse, perpetuans and o t:1er merchandise for the 

Coast trade to a value of 1 6 bendas . , . and tha t at the time that King 

Abetecki of Commanie had come in the garden of Bl mina i n order to make 

a new paace , all the said interloper Goods have b ee n brought to ~lmina 

on the orders of General Van :; evenhursen, an d that they have been stored 

in Akim's house •.. 

(folln,s a llI.ist of Pretens ions against t he former D. - G. Van S evenhuysenll 

in which V.S. is accuse d of i.a. " falsificati Jn of 1 00 bendas worth of gold, 

on behalf of the Commany King Abete ck i for his war, and the extortion of 

various sums from not less L1an 41 persons) 

Akoe d.eclares fur ::lerLlore , that vlhen there 1I1aS war betvreen Abetecki 

and Teckiankan, the General he,d sent tiJ.e ;lakea..aer Akim, together \Vi th 

hi~, Akoe, as \VeIl as Claa s, t he General's boy, to 'tJuffer, in order to 

ask the people there to marc h out i :1 aid o f men t i one d Teckiankan ; that 

the General had sen t with the mentione~ persons 11 b endas of gold for that 

purpose, and t.!at the ' tJlifferse have ac c epted that gold, on the condition 

that they would return it if t~ey did n ot eng2ge t ll emselves in that war .,. 

the said General there fo re ~~s to claim those 11 bendas back . 
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Draft Circular by 1} . De hl. Palma ( n. d. ) 

To all th~se who shall see or hear redd out tha present announcement, 

salute 

'/hereas we have found in t he pu r iod of 6 mlnths a ftor we landed on this 

Coast a general deca r and ruin o r t ;lI~ 'l'rade, not only because of the evil 

conduct of the N~tives but also he cau38 wa find t hot some Christians have 

become very intimate and familiar with the Bar barians and Natives with no 

other purpose than to benefit fr om t hat fami liarity in order to execute 

all sorts of frauds and extortiuns t o the prejudice of the Interest of 

the Noble Company, 

and that several Christia.ns, making use of t he ri ~h t to ta.lte some 

goods out of the Company's storehouses i n order to let them b e sold by 

their boys or sl~ves at other factories use t ile oc casi on to carry on their 

private trade \-!i t h interlo>'e rs and to board un-free ships in ord er to 

do the prohibit ed t r a de to th ~ 3reat prejudice of the Company, whilst 

if they are caugh t the y preb~lld. t hat it i s be L1E done i n the name of 

their black boys, 

Therefore is it , th2 ~ t ~e Council h~s deli~erated and i n order to 

prevent an~; further frivol ous excuses of t ;_at 1 ind , has issued the foll­

owing regulations vl 11 ich s Lall bavs to lJe o·.)eyed by t he Camp .' s servants: 

1. All Chi ef Lerchants and :,emb e; s of t>e Council on t h i s Coas t vlill 

henceforth be allo\l ed to take ic1 co their service at mos t 2 black boys 

for their private use ; 

2. All !Ierchants or Commanders on t '_o outer -forts \:I il l not be a uthor ised 

to maintain Qore tha~ one bl ack boy in their private service. Infract ­

ion of this rule will be Dunishe d 11i tb the confiscation of such excess 

servant(s) on behalf of the Poor . .. 

3. If a black boy is caught in t he act of private trade ... he shall 

at once be sold avJay as a s l .:;: ve, or incase he escapes he shall be 

outlawed, and he ~lho s hoo ts 11 im or brinc;s h i Q back alive will be 

recompensated with one benda o! gold. 

4. From nOH oIHlax-de all s~rvants of t ilE) Company wil ' have to desist from 

taking any goods from the store houses or let them sell by thei r boys 

or by their whores. Goods will only ,) e sold to black merchants coming 

to the fortresses of the Camp. straig:l c El'om the in terior, and servants of 

the Compo shall no longer be all o'.led to defraud the noble Comp. through 

the refinements of their black whores and boyS. 

5. But con~idering that there are some Derchants who may wish to send 

. his servant into the land with some presents f or approaching traders, 

it will be permitted to keep a boy for tbat purpose ..• 



9'e 
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r pre en 

velvet at on the ordera 

weI nB11 h d Factors 

ad mak ~l ag e ent for the re dom of the noa48 aDd 

~~. at F14a. Commies Van den roucke has t~en detailed in fora-

tor 4raftiDg a cargo-list fo the purchase 0 5( Ps. slaves, 

uld not cost more than fl 44t a piece e returned with 122 Ps. 

re laoe old and deceased slaves o. this oast as wel~ as for 

the plantin of cotton at various places near factories \lhich may be 

appropriate for such an ente~prise, having left there orders for the 

e.tab11sbment of a considera~le lodge to the provisi~nal ondercommies 

aD d. Vries. As it has pJeased Y.Hs. to entrust us with the direction 

of the alave trade, we have appointed Commies Van den Droacke under Y.Hs' 

approbation, after having aBked all .. embers of i;he Council and Chief 

erchanta, all of w om refused ho.lever to take up t;lat appointment as 

none of t em had ever been ia rida Commies Van den Brou.cke has gone 

thither on 7th June 1703. . •• This beir .. g the beginning or foundation 

wit which we hope to start the slave trade, we shall Bee if with all 

pollsi le caution we could re-establish t.1': lodges at Offra in ,\rdra and 

at Popo. If this is Loing to tc e ffec ti ve, we can assure· .• lis . that 

we ab4ll make the slave trade flourish a~ain • 

• have understood from various r0?Orts, from whites as well as from 

Jattves on this Co st, that several captainc huve sunk 50 low as to 

t emselves on our behalf to the French ller-chant there, one 

Bouchet, with the humble re~ue5t if he would mind to take care 

and how the said merchant has cheated them '0' This is 

latel the slave trade has . een BO costly to the 

essive reports and a Hesolution of the 

"L"~ •• it neee ar and demanded by the interest f 

the means we have from taking 

t'l~~b~~t as well as to find out on that 
~l uder1;akea quat Fort 

•• 1;lae cue 
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special ef f orts to turn his mind from th0t, because King Ado of Aquamboe 

had just died and his brother had succeeded him ...• 

On 12th July 1703 1;/e received information from Commies J.D.Ingelby at 

Axim that there were four French ships near the French fort at Assine, 

and that (their captains) bragged that they would attack uj, and that 

in revonge for the attack we had undertaken Oil their fort on 1 2th November 

1702 they would now attack one of our forts. Upon this we had ourselfes 

transported to Axim through Commendo, Anta, Adam, Axim and Ancober, where 

we found great enthousiasm to assist us against the French. The French, 

when the y had got knowledge of this anchored off Jumoree, 8 hours from 

Axim, have evacuated the fort S t.Louis at Assin&, taking with them the 

entire garrison and all the ammunition, abandoning it after having spiked 

the cannons. It was an extraordinary coincidence that the ships "De Tyger; l, 

;;Carolus Secundus d and "Christiaen;;, coming from the fatherland and 

having reached thB.t point., were \larned by the faithful Negroes of Jumoree 

not to sail any further because there were 4 b ig Frencll ships on the 

leeward of Cabo Apollonia . The French sailed subsequently to Accra, 

where they requested the King of Aquamboe for permission to build a fortress 

in his land, either at Chabra or at P onnie, 6 miles from Accra. But on 

13th August the Agent s of Cabo Corso informed us in a letter that they 

had received a report from their factor at Ac c ra , that the French had 

sailed straight to Fida in order to buy slaves. Considering the strong 

position that Nation has acquired in ~ngola, we cannot but conclude than 

that France has the intention of taking a simile.r position in Fida, and 

to attach the Natives in both places t o their interest by means of gifts; 

if the Dutch and ~nglish do not take countermeasures soon, it will be 

difficult to drive them out aga in. (The ~ ing of ) France imagines that 

he will be so victorious for his son's son, the Duke of Anjou, that he 

will conquer the entire district of the S panish Vest Indies, and he 

knows that for the cultivation of those l a nds he will every year need 

an immense number of sla~es, and t herefore he has chosen the best places : 

Angpla and Fida •••• 

Concerning the Trade on Light and llivers, we doubt not that Y.lls. will 

enjoy the required benefits, because Y.Rs. may please consider that if 

we have been able to collect in the time of 1 0 Qonths not less than 

38,000 Ibs ivory and .? .. E .. ~.:,! .. ~ll (Small g, broken tusks) with two old and 

tired yachts \"lhose pumps could hardly keep them afloat, ;10\'/ much more 

could Y.Rs. not expect from three good little ships with a proper cargo! 

The factory at Accra alone has produced during our presence there more 

than 240 marks of gold, bought mostly with bedsheets, half ;;Guinezen;l, 

HBree Tapzelsn , rifles and gunpowder 

Fe shall execute Y .Hs' order to make t he King of Comiilany arrest Eduard 

Barter or deliver him up to the English. 
of the troubles 

the principal cause/which have developed 

Darter has indeed always been 

in r.lls' Trade. Although he is 

a naturalised J£nglishman and married in I,ondon, the English have decided 

to take everything away from him (note ill margin: died at Commendo on 15th 
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July) We wish to live in good harmony with the ~nglish, in particular 

in order to oppose vith them the interlopers ; but considering the infinite 

number of 10% ships 1:/hieh continue to tra(~e on thir; Coast from the whole 

of I:ngland, Jamaica, Barbados and ot,1er .Jng:'_i s:l Colonies and are destined 

to the slave trade, we believe that it wil~ be difficult to convince the 

Royal Company. When General Broun arrives, now expected any day, we 

shall however make an0thar atte0pt. 

'.li th the present c:ll ip we send also a sample of the cotton \Jhich we 

have collected before the ar:.. ivaI of the "Sonn ;! . '.Ie have during the last 

heavy rains made a start with the planting of cotton on the hills to the 

Horth and Northeast of the st . Jago lIill , in tho same way as it is being 

done at Boutry, Chama and Saccondee. 

In Assin~ we have applied our industry to arouse some differends between 

the Caboceers and the French stationed there • . • with the result that they, 

the French became aware that they 1IJould never be able to do there a profit­

able trade. It is also remarkable, that during our attack on Assin~, the 

Chief, Acassiny, h as dewanded from the French a recognition of 500 bendas 

of gold before he llould gather his people to ass ist them. But when all 

had been done on the part of t h o Negroes, the French later failed to 

pay, with the result t hat broils have deve lo ped, and the French eventually 

decided to abandon their fort, leaving their cannon and other fixtures 

behind, escaping in the silence of the night with great danger to their 

ships " In the high surf they have lost four whitemen. Be cause they were 

so badly in debt wi th the ~egroes ( a nd also because of our attack as Y.Hs. 

may well underst and) the y had to retire so confusedly . The Caboceer 

Acassiny, who is supreme in Assin~, has announced that we could be assured, 

that if we \Iished to ta'.e ·,Josses ,.:; i0n there, lw irJOuld be happy to start 

negotiations with us. ;~ ut l d ck of hlen and the most required necessities 

make it impossib l e for us to de that. S ac c o, uhere the F~onch h a ve made 

their fort, situated on t~12 route from the rich gold lands of Dinkira 

and Aweyne, and v i~tually th e first pl ace of the Gold Coast where the 

interlopers ususally call, wo~ld b e very useful and it would also be 

to the gl eat convenience of the Tespective Il egroe.:; there if ,'Ie took it 

in our possession. ~! e are waiti~g for Y.Hs' orders in this respect. 

Ve have made an agT2~ment with the ,~nglish Agen ts and with the Provisional 

Brandenburg Gene:::'al ; r. J·oh. Huntz to make it i mposs ible for the French 

if they were to at<bempt to enscon~ themselves again in ai1y place here. 

Ue have beer. honoured \'1i th t '.' e visit of an ambassador from the King 

of Popo, and l c;:ter on also \Ii t·'1 one frum the Kin6 of Great Ardra, both 

wi tll the urgent re<;ucst t:1at we establish at each. of · the mentioned two 

plaoes a lodge manned by two of our servants for tho continuat ion of the 

slave trade, with the assurance th~ t we would enj07 their preference above 

all other llations ; how releva~t those offers are, could be concluded from 

informations we received fro! ., one of our black servants, native of that 

area and thJrefol'c \-Iell kno\,ling those states , \.,hom \Ie sent thi thc:r on 

board of t:1e ship -Christina , '.I;'lich l eft from h3r(;: on 21st _,ugust for 
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Popo, in order to find out cautiously, und \'lhilst offering some pleasant 

presents to the mentioned two Kings, whether such could be done in good 

fai th without arousing the jalousy of the rang of Fidaj we have also 

written on this subject to Co~mie? Van den Broucke. From the enclosed 

petition for the purchase of 500 pSG slaves Y.Hs. may see that at present 

one can do with fl 20,000 as much as one could do with fl 33,000 in 

previous years. 

Enclosure No.2 to Y.de la Palma to Ass. of X, lOth Oct. 1703; 

Report by Jac. Van den Broucke & Hic. Du Bois on their Voyage to 

Aquamboe, dd. 27th Harch 1703. 

On 22nd Harch 1703 vie departed per hammock from Crevecoeur at 4,30 AM 

in Northeastern direction. Till noon we passed through uncultivated 

countryside, and arrived then at a village called Fetubercou, which is 

only inhabited by slight and poor people. The road along which we marched 

(the slaves told us that they could no loncer carry us) was on both sides 

planted with fairly tall trees standing at a distance of about 12 feet 

(from each other ?). lialf an hour later we arrived at another village, 

called Ouma, where the Cabocoer ,vas called i\ssemeny, who, after having 

received U$ vlith thrQe guns of s<A&ute accompanied us to the King. .\bout 

half past one we arrived at a big square in the crom of the King, where 

we had to wait till somebody was sent to us on behalf of the King. The 

King's swordbearer then came to tell us that the King was waiting for us, 

and all of us then went to the King whom we found on a big square, sitting 

wi th his brother under an umbrella C;Qui tasoll;;). \1e gave him the greet­

ings from the General and we made the Ilakelaer Fieter Pasop tell him the 

reason of our coming, about which he was entirely satisfied. The King 

answered that the Gentlemen of the Royal Company, when they vere in Accra 

lately, had asked hiD not less than four times to come 

After having stay ed t h ere till 5 PM and having honoured him with the 

presents which we had taken wit h UB, he offered us a big pot of palm­

wine and 2 goats . :' e then left for the lodgings which h ad b een prepared 

for us. 

23rd Iiarch. To-day t ll e :ing assured us , t ha-i; h e "lOulcl accompany us to 

the bee.ch. In t he afternoon th-: "~ ing came personally to visit us in our 

lodgings, ask ing Ut; to be happy VIi t Il him ; so \:Ie sat dmm under some trees 

and drank a calebash of palmwine. 

24th l iarch. :! e ':/rote to II. II . the General \/ith a r e quest to send to 

pieces of serge for th3 Makelaer Pieter Pasop and "/ent for a walk in the 

village. Ue came into a \/ell·-built avenue swarming \lith people. Every-­

body had a svord in h is hand, ilien as well as women. \: e asked Pieter Pasop 

what this meant, and he informed us that the mothe r of one of the Caboceers 

had died, and that they \:Iould behea~ some male and female slaves . Indeed, 

we saw shortly afteruards two lilale slaves Vii t,l vegetables around their 

necks being led tG tile 6laug~t~r, anc soon again a male slave an a girl, 

all whose heads were s~ortl~ aftorvards carried past us, which barbaric 
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manners we could not but behold ~ith the greatest ho~ror~ Thorcforo~we 

wont awo.y from th:::re: as 300n o.S jliC couldJ.l1d \'lOnt to tho ICing in ordor to 

vlish him a good do.y, but l10 \13.S not \i~ll, Elo.inly becausc of hcavy drinking 

and hio jumping about yesL:rday. 

25th Harch. . •• \10 sa\! ti10 :C L-:.;; · s sl&vos paSGirlg !)y \1i th cutlassos on 

their ';lay to clear th0 bush, [,110 s~10rtly aft~r\1[l.rds tl10 montioned Caboceer 

Assemanny came \1i th souw men 1:/ho orou;;ht & lot tor frot! tho General. 

26th l"iarch. Pie tor Pasop informod us about the date of the dcparture of 

tho King of :\.quamboc. \Ie left thG "quamooe country about 3 0' clock and 

arrived safely between 10 and 10.30. As a further description of the 

land is in fact not neoded in t~is kind of report, it may suffice to 

state that it is a good land, but that it has remained un-cultivated as 

a result of tho laziness of its inh~bitonts. 

Enclosure No.3. Provisional Instruction for Jac. Van den Broucke, Commies 

for tho Slave Trade, dd. 2nd ~pril 1703. 

Art. 1. The Comwies shall sail to the leeward and bo careful to check 

t~e position of hi8 ship~ so as not to sail past Popo, Fida or Ardra. 

2. Arrived at Popo he shall great tho :~ing or one of his Captains in the 

name of the Genoral, offer presents, and announce tlv.t he has orders to 

establish a lodge for the lioble Compo in order to revive the old Trade, 

and he shall ask for t1l0 ;.~ ing' s assistance to build there a considerabl·e 

lodge. 

3. He shall acquaint h imse:lf with tho principal favourites and grandees 

of the :Cing and take informations a 1Jout the g011cral conditions of tho 

slave trade and about the conditions in the states of I" ida and :,rdra, and 

find out whether tho King of Great Ardra lives in great friendship and 

familiarity \lith tho ~ inG of Fido •.. 

5. He shall tkoe informatio~s on tho first occasion about the price and 

assortments of all goods which ~r2 ~~ing traded there. 

6. All the slaves he may buy should b~ h0 31tlly and .Ide livrable: : , and if 

they do not make the Piece d::ndia, he shall timely inform the General, 

as t llBy may not '}C debi toe' to t'.lO accounts of t :12 Compo 

7 . He shall try to finel o,-'. t whore the ki.l1d of indigo \1i th "'hich the Natives 

dye their cloths can ~e f0und, and also how loather is "orked there. 

8. He is he:,'8bj ord"recl to '·)tl~· 8a",pJo3 of ::tll rare animals , birds, fishes 

and quadrupeds . 

9. He shall make notes on all extraordi_larj- encounters and the condition 

of the lands. people &c. 

10. He shall try to convince +~w ::i:1:5 of GrGat "rdr£l and plan with him 

how the Dutch Company co~l~ again est~blish a lodge at Offra, and if the 

~ing were to come at once to greet him, Com~ies, in ~rdra, he, Commies, 

should before all arrange t:lo. c ir -.rdra, before his departure t\lO Great 

Captains be surrendered to him as ~03tage6. 

11. Coming from Popo, :?ida £lnd ( L.'::"<l he should ~/a.tch and speculate \-/hich 

place would be ~est to chose for the ~uildin~ of _ lodge. 

12. He shall act \Jit.i: t~,.;l greatJEt cautio,," and live in good friE:ndship 
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become too familiar 'lith them, which would enable the :Snglish to impede 

the Dutch Trade ••• 

Enclosure No.4: Report by I.'. De la Palma about his Voyage to the Factories 

at Apam and Accra from 15th iiarch to 'lth ,',pril 170 4 • 

••• On 17th ~larch the Dantsh Governor, J .Traan, accompanied by J • Hantiu6, 

factor on behalf of the English Royal Comp., came to welcome us. The 

brother of the ilquamhge King Aquando, called Aschanedou came also to greet 
h1m 

us, and \Ve requested/to come next j·iondo.y when viC intend to begin to settle 

the differends which exist here at present. lie was a young man of about 

20 years, and CDownprince of the ,'\.quamiJoe empire, and like his other 

brother a great friend of our Nation . (follows a report of de la P.'s 

encounter with Governor Tra.J.n, Hhom he calls 1Ia silly Danish ox;; vlho 

became drunk and said all sorts of nonsense) 

20th March. lie sent a messenger to the Xing of Aquamboe in order to inform 

him about QUI' arrival and to re s uest h im to come here. 

21st I'larch. Hessengers frO l:1 the J\ qunr,lboe !, ing come to t011 that that King 

is pleased to have learnt of o~r arrival, but t hat he desires that someone 

among the whi temen coraes to collec t h im. The Chiefs of Labbade came to 

greet us, and promised everything t hey could do to achieve a good Trade. 

~e decided to send Commies J.Van den Droucke with Secretary 11ic. Du Bois 

to Aquamboe in order to collect the :~ ing , '.: e honoured the King's brother 

with a fine piece of cloth, because after all, that is what they are always 

after. The Great h ercador Pieter Pasop, who :i.s a brother-in-la,,, of the 

aforesaid King, wil l go ahead of Van den Droucke & Dubois. This enterprise 

should be considered of great impo~t~nce, because our fort be ing situated 

between those of tho Danes ~nd t~o ~ngliah, t hey will do a ll they can in 

order to make us hated ar.lOng t·.~o l!a tives. :,.f ter -::;;10 de o. th of King Ado, the 

English Age~ts Hicks o.nd Bouze left ~,-bO L,t six weeks ago for Accra, and 

after their arriv~l t he; have asked three times the ~ing to come, but they 

were told that he ~as not intendi~~ to COille to them, but if the Dutch 

Admiral called him 1 that he ,lOul r] do tha t, and so, after a short stay and 

many expenses the y had to return unsuccessfully. 

23rd March. ~e received informat i on from Van den Droucke & Du Bois that 

they had arrived in ~quawboe. 

27th liarch. Vv.l1 den Ll roucke :~, ;~i U Doi;..> have returned with their report and 

information that the ~ing was at only a gunts shot dist~nce from here~ 

The latter came indeed a'.:lovt C, o' clocl< ,vi th a small suite to greet us , showing 

much inclination towards our Nat ion I honoured him, on Y.Hsl behalf, with 

a chair covered with groen velvet and gilt woodwork, of which he was very 

satisfied. Nothing else happened. 

28th Narch. Several c::.hoceors from f~ quamboe and surrounding lands came and 

we honoured them with various presents. The ~ ing would wait for another 

day or two before making palaver, because other caboceors were still expected. 

30th l1atch. To-day the I: ing of "'luamboe came into the fo:ct v·lith his Chiefs 

in order to start tho palavers, bu t he was so soaked that he could hardly 
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sperut, and thorlJt'oro we uro compc:.\ lod to WlJi t unotb,'r dny. 

1st \pril, '/hon \/0 inqu Lrud from l.hl1 hc(~ rtllJe \O/h y tho.,' hwl cI.lIl(:d mo 

so often, thor :..;Cly that thoT don't know 01' anything, and i;!lo.t. tht. ,ang of 

;~qurunboe hus novor tren tOt' thOI,1 budl y. 

3rd .~pri l. In tho e.fteJ'noon the :,quaraboo ~.inp; 1\quo.ndo camo \Oli tIL his Couo­

ceers in order to uign tho ngr(;Jcmen t \/hir. L:.w IJ'E.lTl m: d~ vIi t;l him , Vlhich 

was indeed done, excupt th~t the ~ing wanted to keep for himself th~ free­

dom to go on uoard of our shipe, \/hic h \0/0 were .. /illing to allow, :::I.e we were 

not provided \/i th o.ny merchand; se • • . 

Enclosure No.5: . greement between "il~em de lr ... Palmb. in the name of Their 

Highmightinesses of the .)tute~ -Genero.l of the United lethQrlanda as well as 

Their General Chartered li es l; Indit.lll r.olupany on the Coast of ',fr ica on the 

one side, \~i th Aquando , ing of .. qt,ar.lboe as .. /el l as his Councillor s and 

Pr i ncipal Chiefs on tie other , that: 

1. An eternal and durable peace is herc')y made. 

2. The aforesaic i, ing of I.quo.mooe ancl the peo ,Ie of I.cera living under our 

fort r ess who should be obedient to that •. ing will ~ring all their differends, 

if any arise before t c .. erchant, and settle them in hiG presence. 

3. the King shall take care t 10.t none Of" the Cabocee rs and Chiefs under 

his authority will close the passages f or the traders. 

4. nobody shnl1 be nll oHed to !l1oke pnlave. but those v/ho are legally 

aut:10r ised to do so on ochalf of the I~ino by E:i1.o'.J in;; his cane or staff. 

5. ,.150 nobody "Jil] be authorised to 'my goode from ir.t~! 10 Dr::; or: his 

behnlf, and if the Company in case of shortage o f certal.n commodities is 

not able to provide thcn, the ~ing shall h~ve to send first of 0.11 his 

servant to the comrJanding lIerc. hc.nt at thc fort at [,ccra to inform im 

about that. 

6. The .:ing promises no t to enter into any war out of his own vill, but 

in case a war against t~ose who want to disrupt the trade is necessar:, 

General Il illem De la Palma promises on behalf of the above mentioned to 

assis t him ",ith 100 young men ful ly armed, as \/ell as 3,,-00 lbs gunpowder 

and 300 I bs bullets. concerning 
7. The D. - G. promises that/the boat which the d ina He[)roes still have to 

pay to him, being 9 slC\ves (sic ) he shall do h iG ~eE: t to arrange that he 

will he pa id . 

8. The i~ ing shall have to allo"I, and eat aGcurance (ta1.e an oath) upon it, 

that all t hose who go t o buy goods from i nterlopers and who are not hiD 

sub jects, and bring ( those ~oods) with daring self-asGurOnCD into the 

bay of the Dutch fort, that the ! are arrested and their goods confiscated , 

of which the King will profit by receiving one third (of those goods) , in 

order to prevent that evil trade which does nothing but cause the ruin of 

the Dutch Company. 

9. The King will give i nto tho hands of thu General one of hin next of kin 

as a hostaGe • 

10. In case the trade flourishos at this factory, ho, King , will enj oy above 
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t1:e ordil1d_r:,' ;:kostg~ld (s-.l":;si:::t·;;:::;e a~=--o;;a::ce : of 2(- 0=. of gold , another 

amot:n-i: of ::::0 00;.:. :or e-;E:::--- ! ~ .i_a::-ks ',:: ic::' ac ~ orci;:,.s to the bi moilthl y ex­

tracts have ~ ee~ t~aded. 

3 1'd ·.pril 1 7C3 l._ c; ~_::. ~o,:-p _ 's fort Cr~vecoeur \ 

{eien -1 .De 1~ !='a2Illc:.. , ,L, Jois, .ic l: i e lsen 2_ hqua:1do (hi s X ma r k). 

Encloaur(: P o. 5- ·Ez":ract- _':esol .1t i ~:-J. : ~1~6clati0ils fo::.' Capts. T::J.os. Valies 

of the " Lesc:-,ermer ' , Gi:Llis :-ooste:: -1&-:: e:1 7 ranc1t of the l~ rent ;i and 

\/ outers of thG !:'e:;n€: n~)urg:l, de~ .L ,; _ "tv nt;:;ac 1• ti:e _' rencll fort at Ass ine il 

om. These il'1structi rnB are clea"l t'l~(e for an aggressive expedition , 
eac!1 capt. \'laB t o Gcl{~ct 30 301diero for tile pur:;.ose _. The ;'hount 
l\ncober I for \/:106(: pro-;;(:c tic: ') e L.t Pa1wa 1 re tended tile expedi tion 
\llaG principally equi! !I(::d . i c n o t even men bo •• ed in these instructions) 

Enclosure rio . 6· ;'ic . Du Bois, ,ittle So cco I t5 de la 201ma9 .llth1iov~ '.~!7QZ 

11th Hov6:Jbcr 1 '/U2 .... I :1<.tV6 tr<:..nc_ it~ed Y •• ~I S message to the Cabo­

coer l ccaasiny, t hat Y. IT . haf aent UD for their benefit, in order to 

liberato t em fro,,! pe01le \'I~lO, i'- tL.:· :ere given the tio e to make them-

selvea strong in LIlia ~oazt. wo~l~ SUJ~it al' o ~ t~em to the most miserabl e 

olavery of th~ \/orld. jut he (r. c <..as c':ny) ansc:.. ~d t~1o.t he had ta:~en an 

oath on the an ivuI of the ...,'rc!lch. t!ud. h0 ',Iould never I to etorni ty, chase 

thom, or permit t~.t·. such would ._<ll)_er. because o f auy other l.:> tion. I 

ano\/orcd l.im th:!t he \I ... £., not :ound to th3t oatl~, tec:.:.ucc the french had 

broken theirs as c'. 
t om ... 0. 

Conc I'll n tl ... r UCL. fort, .. l.ave Ie. e,- •. a'Jl_ teo :0t any further in­

fon tion t an t 1. t iv soc;r..S to e o. c. tl'iangul~r ch:;.pe ••• 

\ P rt by Valios C. Du i", ( .loin , 1d. 1 !t~ T)CCOt: or 1702) 
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. 
.. on. 
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of f1 1 ndi g ~u~ cOhBider.d that tho 

oro" 10 re vel' tired boca~ce of tho 

th-t to t 0 following day. 

ra G llic ... t d t Ceo .ral sev('I'al tim(Jc I 

refuw8 ... e er£.l t 01"'0.1' inoioted, so.ying: 

t t t for • 0 J. . v • don't t ~e 

~ of 0 .. ' inc wante_ to prt;'ICn t tt~ 

t _e.a.1 
j 
..... in, about 4 I 

... :01" J u.:: _oon thJ firct 

fa.;;. 10 t t ~C rench of 

~ u red!; of hoe 
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had hid themselves in the ~ush, emerged, and attacked the people of the 

canoes. Near all of those "lila had 'Jean on ~-, oard of the fOEr canoes, among 

them 17 soldiers of the I;ina Gar~ison who had done no~hing but calling 

out that the ~' should allow t';e;il to s-,liia asliol' e, vIera Elas,sacred. It has 

been learnt that the mine-master Abr. lieytens and the General's personal 

sGrvant, Jan de Paauw are kept prisoners in tho French fort. During the 

entire attack, not a single shot has been fired from the French fort 

WIC 484; Correspondence Chamber f..ms terdam. 
\;Jillem de la Palma to Presidial Chamber, loth October 1703. 

At present there is a reasonable prospect for general peace, and to 

our knowledge none of the black Uations between ~xim and Accra is at the 

moment in arms. ~ re also try, with threats and promises to divert them 

as much as possible from that, and althougl1 we could not possibly :pNvent 

wars in the interior, yet the authority of our Great dakelaer Pieter 

Pasop has made such a deep imprescion on the 0a tives, not only due to 

his well known courage and knO\lle dg o of black warfare, but also to his 

being related to the powerful I: ing of Aquamhoe, that because of this 

black Pieter Pasop they have laid down arms. :ie therefore believe 

that we are now to some extent master of the b~lance, peace and quietness 

of the Gold Coast. In order to increase trade, we have also summoned the 

Akannist Captains fro m their land, i n order to ~{nm'T from them "that suggest­

ions they could make for tl1e revival of the trade of earlier days. 

They declared frankl y G;1at all tile t:c'aclers of D' Inquira, 'tJuffer, Assjante 

and other states were equa lly tired of war, and that the D'Inquirase, when 

the bad season comes to an end -recently rain has fallen like a deluge and 

the paths have b ecome inaccessible - will come to the beach, but that in 

the beginning the trade "lill not be as great as vthen vIe had the honour of 

being Chief ile rchant here at ~lQina, in the year 1 690- ' 91, when just in 

two extracts mOT0 tha n 500 marks of gold used to go to our coffers, because 

most of the old or deceased ones have now t e en repl~ced by young ones who 

have no experience in trade. This ,laS also affirmec1 at the arrival of 

ondercommies David Va;:; Lyendael , to uhom He had sent a delegation on 2nd 

July 1702 in the Assjantese land, with presents for all the Chiefs through 

whose states trade has to p2.SS, ilent i coned Van ITyendae l arrived here on 

12th October 1702, physically wasted, and died already on the 20th of the 

same month. Ue had great expectations of 8. detailed report we hoped to 

receive about all the rare experiences durins his journey of a year, but 

at the time of his arrival he was not able to tell anything about them. 

As we expect a flourishing trade , we request Y.ilD. huwbly to send us 

the items of enclosed petition, in order to encourage the chiefs of the 

trading peoples the more in the interest of the Company with some presents, 

such as 18 ':kasketten" or helmets Elade of thin gilt brass, with plumes, and 

6 gilt chairs, such as ware pr:aselillbed to tl10 lC in[;!J of Com;,lany, .'\quamboe 

and Fida; because \Ii thOl!t some presents the trade has no force . In the 

last 15 months trado on the Gold Coast has amelioraced, \1arS have been 
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settled and peace lHl;~ :J<';<.::l re:scorod. Of the trade in neigh~:lOuring 

lands 'vIe can; t say- mUC:l ~)Ut t h<:. t \vo hav.:: not ~)ce n a ble to to pursue it 

in th desired way be cause of tha lack of y achts, men and merchandise; 

concerning tho slave trade, we \Iould like to stress that that trade 

should be considered as the most importc.nt and necessary trade of Y.Hs., 

and tha.t it has so much ameliorated that the captains vlho hIO years ago l 

and in fact still quite recently, were allowed to pay 70 to 80 florins 

for one slave, manage to bu~c them now for lees than 44t florins a piece, 

as appears from the petitions of COD8ies Van do~ Broucke. 

Hic. Poll to the Presidial ChBli,ber, 1;1 li1 ina I 1st February 1703 • 

. . . I have learnt to my greatest grief that from this Coast has been 

wri tten about my person tho.t I vJOuld be a great debaucher, a drunkard 

,.,rho frequents harlots. I am not surprised about this, but I shall demons­

trate to Y.Es. hm1 thli,s godlesG libel has developed .•. , when General 

De la Palma was to arTi ve on this Coast, of uhich we \.,rere well informed 

here, Hr. Van J evenhuy sen has demande.d from me to sign a false attest­

ation as if I had not paid to him It 07 gold on each slave I had bought 

for the i:obla Company at Fida, amountil1g altogether to 30 marks of gold; 

I have absolutely refused to sign tha t at t estation, on which he awore 

that he would cause my ruin. I have been for eleven good years in the 

service of the f oble Comp., first as a bookkeeper, then as merchant in 

the Bight of Benyn and Guinea, as well as at Commanie, ~ ormantyn, h oure 

and at present at ~lmina, but principally in t he slave trade at Fida . . • 

Concerning the accusation that I am a drunkard, I readily admit that 

I do from time to time dril1k a goo d glass of wine, amd also that generally 

I take in tho morning a little glass of brandy or othcr <l distilled \"laters li , 

but .1 \10uld like to kno"J a person in thia melancholy land who doesn~t ,do 

that; it is even nec essary for t he very preservation of one's health. 

Considering that often one cannot get prope r 2 uropean food and drinks, 

and th&t one has then to satisfy oneiself with drink i ng water, it is 

not surprising th2t at the arrival of s~ips o~ on other occasions that 

good drinks co\Qd be had, from time to time there have b een some excesses, 

but never it will b e proved truthfully that f o r that reason I would have 

neglected my duties ... 

De la Palma to Chamber :,mstera.am, .. :lmina, 31st :\u::~ust 1704 , 

.' •• On 25t <1 ;\ugust the :De:Jonn' le ft Fida 'vii th on ooard 513 Ps , slaves. 

82 had already died (uh ilst tr.e ship vias ' l y ing in trade· l?). The French, 

when they fit out their annual fleet for Fida, arrange it in such a way, 

that htey arr ive in the monts of June and July on the Upper Coast, where 

they provide themselves with water and fire wood in the Rio Ceeter. then 

they give a :'general scrubbing;! to the Coast, during which this time 

they have captured not less than 9 ships. e therefore are of opinion 

that it would be in the Coop.'s interest if our fleets were fitted out 

in such a way, that in :ia: or the beginning of June six ships, apart from 
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the Cruiser, \'Iould be ready to sail to this Coast. He also humbly 

request Y.Rs. to provide us with more men. Then we would be able, that 

is,if we gat also a good quantity of the arms of which ""8 hereby send a 

sample, with gunpo\Jder , to send a l l of tbem 1;/ i thin 4 months full of slaves 

to the Colonies of Curaqa6, Suriname and Ysekepe. The trade here on the 

Coast has so far been rahter meagre, not as a result of wars, like the ones 

which \'lere started by my predecessors for their lJwn profit I but because 

the English send such extrao~dinarily strong fleets to this Coast. Since 

my last letter to Y. Hs. (28/2/ ' 04) more than 80 of their ships have passed 

here, of which 20 have s e iled to Fida. Yet, t hey come with current 

merchandise fo r the Gold Coast, such as fine arms, gunpowder &c. , paying 

for slaves up to 2 oz. 12 Angels or 3 oz gold-value for a male slave. 

The Negroes, seeing this, concentrate thems elves nowad~Y6 much more on 

the slave than on the gold trade on the whole, as t hey see that the former 

is more profitable to them. lioreover, there have continuously been at 

least 5 or 6 interlopers on t he Coast, and t hey have at many places had 

to sell t heir goods against Dutch value . 

(complains tha t his priva te ma il has been kept for more than 8 monts ••• ) 

This is not the firts time t hat I am t r eated in such a way; something 

similar happened to me in t he yea r 1685, when I had to give up the 

factory in ~rdra, for t he cont empl a tion of others , in spite of the fact 

tha t it had been res t ored by me a nd tha t the Company recovered a loss of 

250 slaves •. . 

VIC 98; (from : ) V. De la Palma to As s. of X, 31st August 1704 • 

••• Y.Hs. must have seen often enough inOUl" s uccess ive letters, that 

the slave trade is considered by us as the unique cornerstone of Y.Hs ' 

interest, and t ha t Y.Rs . s hould be per suaded that apart from that (trade) 

nothing could be found which could render t he lloble Company happy. But 

since the- years 1700- '01 thepri ce of the slaves has gone up by more 

than a half . The trade at Fida is of such a nature, that every year 

more than 30,000 slaves are being sent from that place to all ,.pte of 

America by the English a s \1ell as by t he French l Danish, Portuguese and 

Brandenburg Nations. li e coul d 6UPl)l y Y.Hs , annually a t leas t 6 ,000 of 

those slaves. Although Y.lls . seem t o be more in ter ested in the slave trade 

in Angola I ,,'e are of t he humbl e opi ni on, that as long as t his ... Jar lasts 

no ships s hould be sent t o ~ngol~ , for the following t hree r easons : 

1 . because of the danger of being captured, whic h does not take place at 

Fida. 

2 . because of the high ooat of tl-"e slaves t he r e , s ometimes 30";& more, and 

3. because ~!u the g~eat lengt h of time which the s hips going to Angola 

need before t hey start to buy t he ir slaves . 

The foundation of the lodges at Of f ra and Po po has not yet full t aken 

effect I because nobody among t he Gentlemen iiembers of t he Council seems 

to be interested to go there, excusing t hemselves with childish subter ­

fuges such as that t hey neve r have ~ e Gn the r e or t hat t hey do not ha ve 
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enough money :,to keep up a proper fashion'; and we have to consider our­

selves as unfortunate as the late D.-G. II.Sweerts in 1684, when he request­

ed four Chief 11erchants (Nessrs Scheffer, JolH Smits, J .Ernsthuys and Adr. 

Van Beest) to present their services for the upkeep of the mentioned lodge 

Ardra, which is one of tile most important posts for Y.Hs" finances, and 

none of them shovled any int.erest L, it. 1\ t t.ha t ju.ncture thei..-a15ght:.:pe"eon 

of me was sacrificed thereto with (tno ordor t.o arrest?) one Steven Van 

der Elst, who had mado a false last will and testament after the death of 

Oppercommies Mart.en Witte and who had stolon 250 slaves from tho Compo 

The said Witte was subsequently flog3ed with the noose around his neck 

and branded here at JUminaj \Ve have at that time repaired the affairs of 

the Comp. in such a ,lay, that it recovered all its stolen slaves 

But now that the affairs have been brought in proper order, and, as said 

before, 6,000 slaves could be supplied per year, this refusal of the 

Hembers of Council and Chief Herchants has to us the appearance of a 

public refusal to the general service of the Compo Because the slave 

trade has declined only as a result of the fact that since the repatriation 

of General S~leerts not a single Director has succeeded him since 1690 who 

had any fundamental knowledge of this trade. Take for instance the last 

one, Jan Van Sevenhuysen, 1;lho according to the reports of the Oppercommiesen 

Bosman and Poll ~10uld have enj oyed over 70 marks of gold in recognitions 

from them, and that constitutes all the knowledge which he has ever had 

on the affairs of the Noble Compo 

Of all the areas of foreign trade, none i s as uncertain as that of the 

Gold Coast, and anybody who has some experience in the trade here knows that 

there are not more than two states which possess gold from its origin, viz. 

Dinquira and Akim, both situated, according to information, about 7 days 

from Elmina; they never lack gold, and the y are also very willing to trade, 

but 'all too often they are impeded in this by the coastal kings, either 

by their robbery of their merchants, or by the closure of the paths, the 

levy of heavy tolls and public wars. ~nd this is the real reason why the 

gold trade does not flourish. The decay of the trade in general can be 

imputed to the bnglish i'!ation, 1r/hich has sent since my last letter over 

80 ships ••• 

In order to discuss the poor condition of the Trade "le have summoned 

the I-iembers of the Council on 9th :.pri l 1704, and there and then it has 

been resolved to send to the mentioned two states Inquira and Akim a 601emB 

deputation, of \Thich -i . Il s " may hope to enjoy positive results. I! e have 

promoted Isaac Bardet at Accra as Chief l~rchant, considering that that 

place has furnished last year 300 marks of gold on its own, but at present 

trade seems again to have relapsed completely at that place. On his request 

we have given the yacht :'Opmeer" to him in order to make a voyage to Ri o 

Benyn, so that he does not have to sit back complet e l y ••• 

\Je have learnt thc:.t the French have been provided with 50 soldiers, 

cannon, materials and all t~lat is needed for the constlmction of a fortress 

ill orier to build at Fida a considerable cas t le ; and \ole therefore consider 
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it our duty to present Y.lls. the bad conse~uences this would have for 

our trade, and that VIC are in fact nOvl compelled to build there an equally 

condiderable fort, for which Y.Rs. will please ,send the required men, 

cannon and materials at earliest cOD,venicnce 0 0. 

NBKG 1; Ninutes of Council-meetings (i"rchivc of D.-G.) 

5th June.J;,702. It has been resolved j for the continuation of the 

trade, to send the Negro Afi'o to the land of the fl.kl.;:aniste, to the Great 

Caboceers Tiboij, Owairij and Tinne Coffy with some presents, in order to 

honour them in our name, and to laboUl~ in favour for the continuation of 

trade and the repression of war. It has also been resolved to send to 

David Van Nyendael, at present in the Asjantese land, and already held up 

there for over 9 months, the requested goods, being a debt of 40 bendas, 

which the Accanists have with the Ass iantese ruler Zaij and for which they 

have given the said Vru'1. Ilyendael as surcty . . • 

1st Hay 1703. ~Che D.-G. demonst:!!ates thc. t on his arl'ival on the Gold Coast 

in Guinea it Vle.S entirely dead and ruined, . ' . and that he has employed the 

most forceful means which might he lp towards the opening of the passages, 

by first establishing a General Contract of Peace for the entire Gold Coast, 

and an Agreement, de1. 3rd August 1 702. As second means to that end a dep­

utation has been sent to Dinkera and "", ssiante, with the double purpose of 

opening the passages and of releasing ondercommies David Van Nyendael from 

his arrest in the il.sc iantese land, which has ~can of such effect, that 

after thEZ defes.t of King Amba of 'tJuffer by the Accanisten King Courantje, 

tha t same ICing of Aceany has come here to :C:; lmina \1i -ch traders, wi th the 

announcement that the trad crs f r om Dinkcra had arrived in Accany , and that 

they were waiting till the passages to Elmina were safe ..• That he, General, 

had then requested, in thu presence of th Council for the quantity of 30 

bendas or 7 marks c),nd 40 0 7 \wrth of merchandise, in order to open with that 

amount the passages for the ; tJufferse through (? as well as) i,ccany and 

Cabes Terra, so thut the Dinkcrase traders, who had already arrived at the 

borders of 'tJuffer, could come to :r~lmina ••. and U,at he has constantly 

to strug~le against thc .::;nglish Nation. and its offers, as the Negroes 

contribute to the s a id Net ion greater Trade as it offers the greatest 

gifts. It has thcrefo:;:e 1)ee;:1 resolved to grant the request of the said 

Accanis'Cen King, and to grant him a quantity of merchandise worth 30 bendas 

gold on a security of 3 hostages, two of his nephews and one of his sons. 

Apart from that, th~ Kine; of Great ComlDuny becomes sUl'ety as .!.i.a_d.?'?E.' 

The D.-G. demonstrates had he has exercised over a 

period of 22 months all his forces in order to bring the decayed Trade, 

of the Gold COdSt as well as of tho Slave Coast, Bight and TIivers, in 

proper order. That he hus to some extent succeeded in restoring the peace, 

but the Barbarians are destined to be ignorant of all natural laws and 

rights, also because of the evil behaviour of some Christie.ns themselves 
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That it is true that in earlier days a lot has been contributed and 

given to the Coast Kings of Comwendo, Fetu, Saboe, Adorn and many others 

for their friendship , but that (friendship) has never l asted for long, 

because the whole coast of Africa is open f or all other Na tions of Europe. 

But in order to profit most of the gold trade , thu D.-G. has given into 

consideration to the members of t~is Council .•• to send a deputation to 

the States of Inquira and Akim , whic h are widely known as the richest in 

gold. The y are the only two states which pos s ess the gold from its origin, 

and the Chief of Inquira has also requestec~ us specially that VIe send as 

soon as possible deputies to him , in orde r to discuss with the Ak l<:anists 

what would be the best way to open t he paths, t hat during many years the 

Coast Kings of Fetu, 'tJuffer , Commendo and Baboe have killed, robbed and 

plundered the merchants he sent, and always violated the highways; that 

one day he would come to the decision to visit the Coast Kings for the 

well-being of his own people, an~ tha t he desires that we should contin­

uously provide him with arms and gunpowder in exchange for his gold. 

It is the same with the State of [.kim, \-rhere the Chief called Affory has 

issued a special request to us to have the honour of friendship. Ve have 

sent back his deputy with a red woollen sack (=2) bordered with silver, 

one ~ red coral, two metal mus9.uettons and a fine rifle to Akim, in 

order to assure him of our friendship, and to ask him to come to the 

Cabes Terra State if he wishes to speak mouth to mouth with us ••• 

WIC 98; W. De la Palma to Ass. of X, Elmina, 12th Fe bruary 1705. 

in a letter written to Commies Van den ~roucke on lOth October 1704 

we have ordered him to direct things i n such a way , tha t the freedom of 

the Fida roads be maintained as long as this war m8.y last, which has had 

the effect which we ha d expected and hoped for ; because he sent us ~nclosed 

in his last dispatches of 30th November and 9th December 1704 copies of 

further contracts made wi t h the French -on the insistence of the Fida King­

by whi-ch the freedom of that roads, with the exclusion of all other Nations 

has been established. Now, what only remains to be done , is the erection 

of the two lodges at Offra and Popo, as ordere d by Y.Hs. It would be 

necGssary to charge one or more members of the Council of this Coast with 

that commission, but these gentlement showed no taste for it, and refused, 

saying that they rather would admini.s.ter the fact-ory e.t }i'ida as Commies ••• 

(in a PS to this letter, de la P . com plains a bout too much Vlork & worries 
and throwing up blood) 

(Encl.) ilExtract from Cou.ncil's Resolution of L,tl1 February 1705. ;: 

••. In view of the fact t hat the 31ave Trade s hould be considered as the 

veritable cornerstone of t he Compo ' s interest, and that s~nce the French 

have erected a stronghold at Fida our Trade there might come to nought, 

it was decided in a resoluti on of l Oth October 1704 to send the Oppercom­

miesen Pieter Muyts and Jan Dirk Ingelby to Fida, as soon as the expected 

ships were to arr ive , in order to induce t he King of ~ida. with friendliness 

or violence, to make the menti oned French retire from t here. Eut because 
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the lOl'l,g dele.' and n1.30 hQCtl1180 of th<: C£\pt"i.1..J.'I) of tho wm l;ionl)r] r-hip;::, 

"Tygar tlnd tile ,i))u"nell'Jllrgl WO \/ore jl0t ~li)10 to do ; .. ll1..(thinc; . 'rho 

since by order of :~lle , inC of .1.' idet nn et[,.;l'eement ho.::.; oc:<;:n ma(lo hehr0cn 

Commios Van dun j,'rotlcke '.\]1e1 t'li; Fr'onl.h ti.lOl'O, t1.(~1 orclinlj ':;(J \/hich t~1f) 'freo-· 

dom of t'le ron0,s t~1G r C sho\',lel ,(; consiaG~ eel as unvioletble;as lone as this 

war lasts, it \Jill )() virh"ul1'r im~)o.s,si')le to execute tho aforesaid rosol,-

••• It is etlso v0ry neces.sary that \JC 'oe provided wi tl, a considero.~jlc number 

of slJ.vGs, firstl~T for the factories of .. xim ':U1el ]':;ontry: at least 50 P8. 

slaves if \'le 0.1'0 to 1)rovic1o t~-,ose factories ':Ii t:, ;;~':n010sing-p1anles" (paliss-· 

ados?) • This '.IOl'.ld also relieve t;w GOITllJ, frol'1 having to send evey."'.! year 

a. lot of vlOod-llorlc. Secol:.dly for Chama, in 0]:' 110r to IJrovide the required 

fuel-Hood fai the s:lips ano.'chalk-vlO od" (charc02l.1 for lime-kilns ?) for 

masonry and for tho wain factor~ (i.e. ~lmina) for all oorts of worle; in 

total a')Ol'.t 150 to 170 saod male .slaves would ~(; needed , 

\1. Dc 10. ,'ulma to _,S3, of X, ,IZab1)e in Fidu., }lst iiarch 1',705. 

\Ie left on 19th February with tho ships ~rent, ~~~ar and Duynen~urgh, 

and arrived on the roads on Fidu. on 26t~1 Febr-u.<;l.ry and found thcr:e ... tho::.F.ronch 

30 guns I ship ,11' .cmphi tl-i te" toget:lOY' ',Ii th tl,e unri~[; ecI ship IIargaretha 

Catharina Hl,ich it 11ad c2.ptured, Lln -~7th ~';'ebruary UG want 0;1 shore and 

were rec~ived . j t'10 ,:ing Hit," c,ll signs of afi·.;c,cL,Jl, l/~ cODl,lUnic~lt0c1 to 

him Y. Irs;, orc1"rs conc",.l1lj1g c' ,_ Y.'C .. --c;sL,'Jllsl!liH.m'i; of th .... lodG~ ~lt OffrCt, 

that I.'IIi. rC0,.uirc: a mor~ u<.V,ilcc1 i::.forr:1Cttion 0;1 that su'~j:;ct, I id[I.~r rowind 

~: .lIs. that mcntio!1dl Offra, aft",;:, t'~_" Scl,):·, iD.tion of Co.'''' lodgo emu 'eho 0.cCl.th 

of CODnies VaIl lIolo1lfd'ff, 11<..'\.3 !jc",n d;;v::tstnt;;d by t;~oso of Jakyn, a l"ntion 

situnted bet~~~n Gro::tt ~ldra an~ :idu, and totall~ d~?opulatod, r G.:ould add, 

that tho Llolltionoc1 ,Tw~ynso are: strongly oppo.sect to t1.", rc-osto.blishmont of 

thnt lodge, but as COJJ;.liec -'.:'an UOl1 :';ropclce Has i!lstl'Uctod ill 1703 to do all 

he could for tiEl t rG-ostc,·)li::.:hmo;:l t, l:2 'lO.S j ue,goCl., ',Ji, II t:le old __ in ;s of Fida, 

thnt no bthcr means to tlat end could ~e found t~~a to star'e a war against 

the mentionod Jakynse. to th2l.t purpose 3 to 9,uOO men werQ 0t,thut time ready, 
waltlng 

under 'c;ho cor.ll1land of 0"10 ;.fferry and otl1::rs, \!llO Her:: onl,-jfor SOllle presents 

to be paid ':Jy I:ing Carta a ::.d ,Clanlc:o (sic) 'I as incd'. stGel p~ •. rti8s. 'rha t is 

hOH t·,.ingo still ,Joro 1rlhell we a:c.tived, and we' \.01'0 ,lot 8, littL, surprised 

to c.iscover tIL.t not !:lore had fJed1 done dl~ril1g all ·c',.J tine \('.ic(! has passed 

since. ','e t:::rofore t::oug:~t it good to make tt (;u':r;:n'onise 'IIi til that /ing, 

and to s0:ad fOl' i.;i-.e mc:.:mtime one 0 :;: 0,'1' 'Jcrvanto tCJ tl.'o :~ ii16 of Gre..:,·i; .\.rdra., 

in order to induce him, if posci~le, to attnck i.;he Jukynso from th~t sido, 

and to find o;:.t \/hother t:,Gre is an c'_ancu to te·.ke poe ~(;c;..; i0n of Offra a,cains 

the will of the Jakynse o ~o~e to senJ I,as. ill duo cour~e a report of 

the fortunate outcone of th'3se endeavour.;:; ••• It i:::: ui th t,_C (:,l'eateBt r02:r (;t 

that we have to report that t' • .; ;~lav~';~'adc; proce0r.lo V8~ . poorly, for \"~.icL 

giYe a:ny othor explunation th .. n ';> .t tll,.: :"ronc:, after V,cir c •. ptUI'O 

have suddenly an aJundc..nce of I:lerchanc1is(;, ~md C':.:' do n;:;t hcsi t.:-.. 
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to bu th:Ll el~\vo,j for 1;11\1 1011l. Illll) iivv,,')] u Jl~'i(:ofl \ rAnd tllo,! aalJm not to 

b. both~r d \~hoth0:r thuy l l\ lY good 1'ioo09 II J !lc1ia or not • •• 

(Lno1. ) ••• To-do.y 1 ,'2nd do.rch 1'/05, ITi}, om llc: It:.l 1)u1mo., on bohal f of 

Their High r:igh tinu<"l'os of "t'll: r,t~' tol:j··Gon01 a l and ito Chartorcd \JIC, in 

conferonce vii th the mighty "L1~ of l>'ida culled Ahin8an llaze, as 1IlUll as 

with some of tho Capto.ins o f t he J.and, tho principal of whom are callod 

Carto and Dlo.nke, has dVl:lOnstrated to thorn tllnt J. 2 years ago j "/hon the 

Commies N.Van liole'/erff WD.oS mUl'do:cd\ the Comp. : s lodge at Offra was 

plundered, ancl also that subse ri1.wr.t l y, as a rightful punishment, aforesaid 

State of Offrn \las depopul o. ted ..• t h.::t since t ;.,:, t time the Company has 

bought its slaves here in Fida, without ever havin~ hnd the occasion to 

re-establish the menti8ned lodGe , an~ that \/ . de la Palma .•. had decided 

to go thither in orde r to exau ine the pos s i bilities of such a re-establish­

ment ••• King Ahinsar.. ilaze and Captains Carte 2.: Blanke replied that in order 

to be sure that the :ce-establishment of t hot lodge were successful, it 

would -'e necessary to ruin first those JakY!'lSe , living be b-Je en Ardra and 

Fida, with a wnr, or that they were compelled to ac cept a durable peace, 

considering tha t t hey t hemse l ves have de vastated mentioned Offra. 

These propositions ~ave -Jeen cons iderGd ~y mentioned General of such value 

that he has agreed "/it:l mentioned , .h i ns an ;Ja~e, Ca rta r~ Blanke, that they, 

Ahinsan Ilaze, Cnrte C. Blanke \:/il l lllnke \-Jar on the Jakynse "Ii tIl full force 

and also pay fO T the expenses \l1'ich arc; to ;)e mo.de, "nd having brought 

matters to the desired end, ~e~tioned General v ill honour the mentioned 

IC ing aild ~l i s Captaii:s ill t',e llamB of the General Chartered \!IC with a 

considerable presen~ foz' the trouble they have token. Thus agreed •.. in 

the ~ilgl's palace i n -;;L(~ presence of 

(sigd. ) 1.1. De le) I'almu 

Capt. Cnrte 
Co.pt. Bl anke 
Cupt. "Go 

, 
" 

(s i gd) J~c. Van den Broucke, 
Commies for the Slave Trade 
Capt. J urriaen Sass 
Capt. Jac.Von der lloeve 

\JIC 180 , (Letters 2.: PapCl.crs from ~rdra) J. Van ~en Droucke to Camber 
imsterdam, Fi da, 26th ~ugust 1705. 

we have received the goods in proper order , and we have endeavoured 

to sell them in ac~ordnnce vith our duty, ~ut unfortunately the supply of 

slaves has been poor, and it does not look as if it is going to be any 

better, for 6 or 7 months i n succes~ion it has beon like this • •• because 

those of Harder and 0:( th is country ar e not to be moved to friendship, and 

all the slaves have to ')e broug'. t through TInrcler . 'rhe Harder ;~ ing has 

closely blocked all t:lepa ths. ,-iue ~las to pray to buy one of: hlo slaves, 

and then be able to p~'esent t~i(; correct :;oods. Y .He. _ordered me to indicate 

how much I pay for one :;10.'10, on v/~lic:, I ropi:; ~ ... i th tho enclosod list 

I just add, th ... t npart f:co;:1 slavoo, notl1ing olse can ~}O bought hore. 

(list: cowries: 100 Ibs p. slave iro~ bars: 18 ps p. slnvo 
3 lbs il ;1 

60 Ibs " 
70 ;, 

1 ~.Yll;:IJ:!, 

servetten: 19 ps. p. sl.:-,vt1 fine 1-) cads; 
platthilios: 16 ps -'cllow striped 
nepton 9 :?s " t(\rq~y:-, 

T".~ ~ -!"J .~ ':'~L:'"dy 
-' - -
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In Fida ." the Frenc h huve built a fortress , . .. a little less t han a 

mile from t h e beach, and abou t a riflels s hot from the En glish fort called 

Villiam fort. It is about square, a nd it ha s four larg e bactions, mo unted 

\'/i th 28 guns, mostly fro m the capture d s h ip "T{ac h el :'; it ' s all just made 

of red earth, and to all appear ances i t is already on t ho point of collapse, 

ang, as I hove aaid earlier, t he,- uo uld not h C:-cve b e c n so fortunate in the ir 

trade, if t h e y had not had th~ g ood l~ck of capturing our ships ••• 

Concerning the trade on t h is Coast, we notified Y.Rs. already that it 

has completely changed into a Slave Coqst, and t ha t the natives nowad~ys 

no longer occupy thomselves wit h t h e search for gold, but rathe r make war 

on each other in order to furnish sla ves, nay , go to t h e extent of vtol­

ating the public roads. Of those \,e have, to serve as an exam ple, hanged 

two. A remarkable example of this (highway - r ob iJ ery ) may demonstrate to 

Y.Hs. a proof of this. Ve had t he inte ntion of s ending an official 

deputation to the S tates of d ' Inquira and Ak im, and that has subsequently 

also been executed. ' Ie had already starte d to reap the fruits of it , when 

on 3rd June 1704 50 marks of g old were ~rought by the d'I n quirase, who said 

that that was only a sample, a nd t ha t t h c ] wo ul d soon re t u rn with greater 

quantities • . , their principal de s ire was g unpowde r a n d arms, but the latter 

we~e so bad, that they did not show muc h inte r es t in t hem, n ut these 

merchants, on their way back to t h ei r coun try , were at t acked by the 

'tJufferse, who not only 100teC them, but a lso sold or massacred a part of 

them . 

Although \;"e · ha.ve given out of o ur own p ocket -and t o t he decline of our 

own means C· sic)- 20 bendas of gold for the continua ti on of the Trade 

(and of which the honourable and high l y e s timated Piet e r Nu~ts has managed 

to put 5 marks in his own pocket, of wh ich h e has no t even returned 5 oz. 

to the Company) it ha,s not made the gold tltade any mor e prosperous \ so 

that the Gold Coast has changed into a complete Slave Coa st ..• 

The English • .. h a ve tak en the libe rty to er e ct a lodge at Che~ou, about 

a mile below Bercou. It seems t ha t t h a t IJati on will never become quiet ; 

which appears also froD t he ir taJ.: ing in poss ess ion of t h e j~ount Cong, si tuat­

ed half - way (betwe e n Cape Coa st) and our fort Nass au at ~oure , as a result 

of which they have aroused t ',e a n ger of t heir only f r i e nd, the King of Saboe, 

who threatefied to let the ',:n glish die of h ungc r in Ca b o Corso , and he (the 

Agent) recognising the mistak e h e h a d made , wrote to us on 14th January, 

asking if we had any part i n what had happ ened at Cong .•. and that was not 

the only thing, but having go t some quarrel with Jan Cabes, a nd as a man-of-
\11aS here , 

war of Her Majesty/for the protection of this Coast against the French, he 

went with two othe r ships to Commany where he demolished with gun shots 

the houses of Jan Cabes and of other poor fishermen ••. 

On the list of vacancies Y.Rs. may see tb~ t we have added one for a 

Commies for the continuation of cotton- pla nting, as \/e consider it necess ary 

to fill such a post if we are to enjoy tho fruits from it. S imilarly we 

also need a Commies and men, as \,e11 as a sugar· 'lili1l if fLlally we 1rlant to 

proceed '<lith the planting and mo.king of sugar 1 "Thich, 1r.JC oelieve, could be 
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on this Coast better and more s~ccessful than in any colony of America. 

We may add, that tho cultivation of indigo has also be en neglected up to 

now. As a consolati un for th~ ~any e xpenses Y.Rs. have to make on this 

Coast, we furthermore inforo Y.,~s_ that we ~ave resolved to buy the Port­

uguese tobac c o which is being ol' ougi_ t :lG r G on :Jrazilia n barques, for very 

low prices, and not onl; ti<ut, \ut also only with ion-curren t merohandise 

that has be0~ brough t ho r e jy themselves ; we are confident t hat this trade 

will bring groat sums ii1 _:- . iIs. coffers ... 

As the period of the three stipulated years has expired by now, we request 

once more urgently to be al lowed to re sign , we do not see any si~ns that 

ever thi~ Coast will see any proper regulated order or ~econstruction as 

long as Y.Rs. do not provide us wit~ people of inte lligence and sound 

judgement , wh ic h i s rea l lr the onl y th ing whic ~ i s needed here. 

Enol. 1: lleport by ~, . de l a Palma on his Voyage to t he ~ingdom of Fida, 
19th February to 6th April 1705 . 

28th l" ebruary .•. ',' e tc,ld the l'.ing v,l,ich ,Jas our reason for coming : to ask 

for his permission to pass t hrough his country to Great Ardra, to make 

contact with that King, and to know t ow he , ~ing of Fida, could have been 

60 foolish as to let the French dation enjoy so muc h power, where he knew 

very well t hat they a re jus t cak i ng Q big show with the goods which they 

have captured from us, and that t~ey, fhe French, would not accept such 

little respect and esteem as wa s now be ing shown to our Dation, and that 

we would rathe r retire from t he re Un this the ~ing replied tha t he 

could not g i ve permission for ou~ ~our~ey to ~ reat ~rdra , because he fear­

ed that because of t he unsufety of the road some i nconveniences might 

occur to us, and conc ernin. th0 l ast po i~t , he s aid that being a new and 

young king, he tried nothin~ but to maintain t he prerogatives of our Ilation. 

Ve feel somewhat betrayed in ou~ ~ elief i n the capacities o f Commies Van den 

Droucke. Look at our lodge t he r 0i we could not compare it with anything 

better than a peasant' s cO\J-stc::Lle unO. to_ovel After t h i s refusl! of 

the ~ ing of Fida, we chan~ed the to pic of conversation, and represented to 

him that it was a wol l known matter that first Commies Van Holewerff had 

been murdered in a ')rutc.l [,o.l1:1er at " ffra, and t lla-'c subsequently mentioned 

state had ~) e el". devastD.tecl by the ,Yakynse t~lBt the Compan"' up to this date 

had never had a better occasion t o take proper re venge for t ha t act than 

nO';I, if indeed, as he said, lIe f elt affection for the DutcL nation, having 

to send only a few prcsnts to Dondo, who has already 8 to 9,\ )00 men ready , 

and to tell him to Carle and ei thaI' co defeat t-:le Elel':ti oned Jak ynse or to 

compell them to sign a good peaCE, so tt~t we could re-estc.blish the lo~ge 

at Offra. '1'lle 1: ing vIa.3 better please Ll \1i tl_ t h is, and he agrGed on every-· 

thing • •• Hftenlarc1s the preoeni;s 1'01 t'lQt pL.rpose \lIere sent by our servants 

and those of t:lO I~ing to the ';lontL'noc( "Jonc1o-, -\'11:0 stays at present near 

I:ittoU\1, '.Thich is "l)Cl'.t tj uiles '·e lv\; t l1e "110 da Volta. heamlhile, we 

insisted wi t~l the Fin[, of J!' ida ,l;~,<-,-::, llG GavE:: UD pe:::cmis Dion for the j Ql.lrney 

to Great Ardra. This permission ~e gave on 29 th Marc h when he allowed us 

to send thi the:c ono or more; of O-c'.r SGrVdi1 ts . .. "Je therefore made an in­

structi':, n for t he ::;e crG t,,·.r~r -,Com:,. ies l~ic "Du1)o is [md ondercomrn ies Jan de Paam-J, 
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whom we sent with a presnt of 4 pieces of silk with golden flowers, a 

big mirror and a Dutch anker of French brandy to the lang. rehis journey 

was as successful as we had desired, because returning on 4th April, they 

reported that they have been received politely, and that the King of Ardra 

has expressed his satisfaction about this intention, and that he shall 

distribute the necessary orders to the Fidalgo of Jalcyn as \>1ell as to all his 

subjects ~hat the fortress sho uld b e built there, that we would soon be 

able to trade there again, and that once the country is again inhabited 

we would have a favourable trade. He promised to send by that time no 

longer any sleeves to Fida. And a.s it is 'flell known that all of them, or 

the great majority of them comes from there, we shall by the resettlement 

of that place see t h e French and t he English not a little embarrassed 

about their trade. In orde:!." not to let go by the occasion, vie wrote an 

instruction for ondercomo ies Jan de Paauw, who is extraordinarily liked 

among the natives, to go again to Great Ardra, in order to make a written 

contract on all this ..• and to take immediately after the signature of 

this contract possession of mentioned Offra, but under the supervision of 

the factory at Fida ..• 

Encl.2. Van den Broucke to De la Palma, Fida, 24th February 1705 • 

..• On 12th inst. arrived here a French ship, together with the ship 

iiHargareta Catarina; ) , which it had captured fro m our Company; they say it 

had separated from its comrade near Lampi in order to continue its voyage, 

ac c ording to some with 300, according to bthers with 500 sla ves on board. 

Here on the roads everything re mains quiet, and the English as well as the 

French do every thing the y can to insist with t h e King t hat the y are not to 

be molested on the roads, on which the King not only promised that he would 

be guarantee for payment, but also that he will cut the heads off of all 

those Vlhi temen v/ho ':IOuld undertake any thing, and g ive those as a payment 

to the injured ~ illes (=?) says that he is expecting war-ships, and 

that he will then take everything away ..• 

Encl. 3. Copy of Agreement of 25th April 1703. 

Ilis iiaj esty the r: ing of Fida, having ordered the undersigned to come 

together in order to maintain the security and liberty \,'hich he pretends 

that his roads have known as of old, not understanding the war which we 

have in the Christian empire,has summoned us to a meeting in his house, 

where he has presented to the undersi~ned the following articles: 

Art. 1: None of our Nat ions will ~e allo\/ed to capture any ships on the 

Fida roads or molesj; another in any \vay ; these roads include the area as 

far as one can see the f lags. If anyone were to capture within these 

limits any ship, t he iIerchant of that Hat ion from which the capturer has 

sailed (exception being made for inte rlopers and pirates), will have to 

pay to the one who has claims in to.is \Iay 8 good male slaves for each foot 

the captured ship measures from_ back to front, \lhich measure will be taken 

by a confident Negro to be appointed by the King ••• 

Art. 2.: 1\11 Captains ,-,ho anchor on these roads and come ashore vtill have 
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to sign these articles 

Art. 4. ~ll llations here on shore should live in peace and frienship! and 

not do any molestation to either vh. i t e s or slaves of eac h other, on a 

penalty of the confiscation of 1 Ps . or l~ Angels gold for each day, count­

ing from the day that it becomes known . .. 

Art. 6. Any ship, once it i s ready to sail, shall not b e allowed to pursue 

any ship of the Hation with which (its own) Hat ion is at war, or do any 

harm to it •.• all this for the time of the next 18 months 

X the mark of the IC ing of F ic1a (sigd.) 130urget Amiot 
de Cazali TIech.Marsh. 
J.Van den Broucke Jan Geelboom 
TI. Horcourts Doueze 
~. Duffiets J.De Vriest 

(PS) ilr. Gomets and tho Capt. COD.!nac1der of the iloyal Assiento Compo 

have agreed that above contract shall be valid till the end of the war 

between the F rench ~oyal Company and t he Dutch VIC. 

Achun " Fida, 31st October 170~· 

(sigd.) Gomets (sigd) J.Van den Droucke . 

Encl. 7. Report by Hic. Dubois, on what happened during the J ourney to 

Great ~rdra, 3 0th March to 2nd April 1705. 

30th ~Iarch: From 5 AM till noon we had to run around in order to get 

hammocks and carriers. Once ;,Ie llad all we needed for the jonrney, we 

continued up to Capt. Appurga's ~rom, where we were compelled to halt 

for about an hour because of a heavy travado (rainsto~ili). Capt. Bandele, 

sent with us by the King of F ida, jo ined us there. Passing through Torre 

we visited the ~ ing there, asking hin for some men to escort us ; we got 

such escort and continued, in the h ope of reaching Great Ardra before 

nightfall. At sunset we met two Degroes, sent by the ~ ing of F ida to 

Ardra, in order to i n form those Deo~le of our arr ival, who told us that 

that was not the way along which the whitemen normally go to [ rdra, but 

that we s h ould rather have ta1.:.en the road through Jakyn or Offra : althoug~ 

this sounded rather strange to U6, we continued our journey till about 

8.30 Ph. \' e were then about ~- an h our from ,\rdra, but \ve were ordered 

to spend t~at night in th8 lodgings of the under-king of Debbi, because 

the gate or bar:t ier of .. rdra was closed . 

31st Harch: In the morning the mentioned Underking of Deb bi, who had been 

in Ardra y esterday, came to g ive nE: a polite reception. ,S oon he sent .some 

of his people together with one o f our b oys to Ardra, and we fol l owed t hem 

obediently (;'softly ;; ). l~fter :1alf e.n hOl~r; s w&.lk vIe were received by one 

Capt. Dlanke, who brought us at once to the lodgings of Capt. Cavall? where 

we were told to wait till tho •. ing would send for us, and with the urgent 

reQuest not to go to any~)ody else befol'e \Ie had been \/i th the ;~ing . '.I e 

found the natives very happy about our a.rri val, as appeared (from the react·· 

ions of) Cacazi, the Lercador of Offra? and \lansoly, the brother of the 

Fidalgo. nfter sitting here for a long time, hopin~ that the Eing would 

send for us, we addresseo ourselves finally to mentioned Capt. Cavall, and 

demonstrated to him with urgency how neceBsar~ it was that the ~- ing should 
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g r ant u s an auc.ienc e . :Gut al t~-!oug:~ '.Ie t!lreatene d that i f \'I e had n o r esp ­

ons s bef o re the eveni ng or ~~e follo\iing morning we woul d certai n l y r e turn, 

he let us knou that he vJas not a'Gle to o:tai n t~lat for us. 

1st Apri l. In ac cordance uith 'J~at ve ~~d said y es terday, we made eve ry­

t~ing read; fo~ o~r return, but a s soon as t~e bec~ne aware of that, they 

brought us to the .:ing:s appartments. ~fter h~ving waited there f o r another 

hour he appe ared, ~ut not before he had sent somebody to us infor ming us 

that we would lJe allmJec to see :'l i m, but not to shake hands Hi t:l him •• 0 

' Ie gave h i m a detailed a c count of the reasons fo~ our arrival and why 

Y. H. had sent the presents \I i th us 0 . 0 that it was in order to learn 

whether it wocld be possible to re - establish the abandoned lodge at Offra 

vIi thou t having to '-'e afra i d of the Jakyns e, and 1:!hat assurance he could 

give us thereon. Upon this he repl i ed, that already a month ago he 

had heard t h0.. t His : ;xcellenc~' "JOuld come ~lere. ITe anm'Jered t ha t HoE. 

vIas feeling a 'Jit ill, and that \Ie had full a"'thor i t ~: from II.~o to nego t .. 

iate with him, but he replied th* t (he knew that) H.E. had ~een in capt. 

J':.ppurga's Crom, and t~12.t he preferred much to speak to ILE. :;:>ersonnally. 

Seeing that we were not making an: progress we presented to him the 

gifts, hoping to Get better access to him. Dut we could not obtain any­

thing better, than t hat he promise d us to give us a definitive ans \rJer 

to·-morLOIr/. 

2nd April: ~I e got up early, in order to speak to the ~ ing as soon as 

possible. n ut when tllis seemed to be without e ff ect, we paid our respects 

to the Capt. Grande, to whom ve compla i ned abo~t tho poor outcome. lie 

consoled us hOllover, and asked us if we would like to eat a lit ~ le with 

him i and thn.-i: afterlr/ards he \/0 'ld go II i L. us to the ;,ing, as he indeed 

did afterwards. The King repeated that the rumour had spread through the 

entire country that l •. ~. wo~ld personally come to seo him, but that he 

sail ve ry lIell t hat L1C'.t \,Ias not Going to hE ppen. 'i'hac he \'Ias however 

quite pleased \/ith our arrival, and tll,"\t OL' re--settlemcnt at Offra vIas 

a matter which was to h i m dosirable to the h i gLest ~ e zree, and he assured 

that we would not have to fear a~' further accidents. J ut we replied 

that we wanted to know what guarantee he could give for that, as ~ ose 

eontlemen, the Jakynse, aftei' havin;; devastated thB lodge, Lad not :)een 

punished or even been asked to •. s; for t '3 dand.ges. !Ie replied that 

the Jakynse \.,rere not so guil tv i n that me.tter as the house of the Fidalgo 

of Offra, and that when e I tbc 1ng, asked tnr~ • erchant if he wanted to 

punish them, that he had said: ,10, it is our peo~le, and 60 the snake is 

fod who has cut their throat (sic). r hat he was certain that t he ,Jakynse 

prefer to live in peace ratL~r t. an in \lar \:it Offra, a."ld that at any 

r te he un d hioeelf order t!le Ja...lt:nse to \lork on th.;; fortress \Thich is 

t er cted there. .het he \'oulci also sunu:!Cn 'the Fidalgo of Jakyn, and 

entrust hi to the .erchEL'1t who is going t" .13 ap_,o:..r-ted taere, with th<: 

S8. i us l' co anda"'ion to live i_peace ar:d fri(.:ndEhip with r.im, a!ld that 

furthercore e \10 Id llf'nin populate Offra and ap,!"oiut a Fidalgo to,_re; 

ut V8 vere not a le 0 c4- to.mo his !lame. ~:e alEO a..s£urcu ~S. that 
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once we have taken possessio:l at O::::r&, I:..O ot~er _-a~icn 'lW'.:ld .;et permissi l'l. 

to estG~li.e:: .. itself 1:he::-:::. :=e f u :::-t":"E;rcore re:::;.ests -~ <:.::. to hO~:")l;.r nim with 

a co .... p13 of pistc..'lz 2L'i a b a::-:. e1 ;:;i g'J:..pol!de::: ••• 

Eucl 8: 

f.rdra" (n.d, e;UI:~" r y ) 

. --'-' 

(1) that t-[~" lodg f-, D,t O::r;:: s:-:c.l::" e r~:"""'llt, (2) tr..::.t the Crener;::..l promises 

0;. regular 6uppl, of crcha,,.c1isc { 3 ~ :::'~a" t~~e __ ~r..g ; ro::i5(:o5 ::0 snud la;'C'urcrs 

ae wDon a.s tht;. -, rr::hant 8.:crLrea (U) .,. that if it were to happen tLat any 

Hution, none t;.~cc}tt;.1, wer t ~ <:.tta~::ei:. \;" the J"akynse • • • tlm~ '0, Kin ~t 

would t:),ke car" t~ D.t the t;:r-:::b n~ ",r.- the ~Or::lP, 6 efi('ctE wera not to b e 

o7.po;;;ed, ac ,'c ol'rsolv€s a.re .0" "... to l'l'€vent such. (5) t' at a conaider-

8 ... 1c lort wi11 ? co rt ctcd, -.' 

othor nution ••• 

tt. in Ei () 1C1 at toler te an" 

\lIe 917 r.hru:..:ber at a· 
IICiTcular tter h· 

" 
I 

t il .. mn d la clEa, 

that thi whol CoalJt a 

of tl for or .. . a 

d1.r ct. C Ei. ... r' 

do to tll h 
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concluded frO);l it that he mig1:-~t He}'l ;l<..'.ve .sent it to the fathe:;:-l ~'-nd. " e 

therefore asked Capt. (\ rent Conrnelis .]ong;:rheld 1.-lhether he had perhaps 

taken any gold fror.1 the General. He declared l t;la :' befol'c his depar cure 

he had received froD the said [eneral a b o~, c ontaining let te rs ac c ording 

tm his saying. He had never insi s ted (to 1,no'.! its real contents) but 

se~l\ed it after hie departure. fter a reso1 ut ion of tl,e COLU1cil, on 26th 

October, it Has agreed tu send Cor,1L1ies ::,e Ca",dele and .. bram J, ieftinck on 

bourd of the "Galeyil i n oreier to col} cc t the said ) OX , as '.Iell as a barrel 

filled with silver \Ihich w£s missing, und which had ~een presen ted as 

contain ing lemon j1.;.ice. 1- rom t'18 e:nclosures Y . l1s. may read attestations 
60 

which are/terrible, horrifying and sc andalous, that (it is understandable 

that) all respect which our Nati un hus enjoy ed in t hese lands a b ove other 

J-:;uropeans has noV! entirely declined. ( 'l'he re is for i ns t 2.l1c e the attestati on 

tha~) ••• the General has ordered i n Oc to')er last 'car COli1mies Joan Snoek 

to bu' for his private acc0unt fro~ the first interloper who mi ght arrive 

gunpoll1der, arms and bro.ndy to a v alue of 25 marks, \'rh ic 11 he has indeed 

done ••• '[hen the Ceneral returned fro m F ida he pasced ~ccra, where the 

mentioned 8noek gave him the said .c.a!~gant to set t Ie h i s account, with the 

promise to pay the remainder wit . in two mon t hs; ~y that time h e was however 

not yet able to pay, and he \la3 sW1li1oned t o ·.:Imi no.. Thel.' e t he General put 

an assagai on h i s breast, and threatened h im to pierce him, eventually, 

moved by mal1/ promises he let him go ' . ' ( De 1 0. ::' . SU!'l1r:1oned h im again, 

shortl ] afterwards, ~ut Onoek refused to come) and wrote t ~at he could 

not come, as he was too fond of hi s life . .• the General t he n went person-

all~ thithe r with Bookk eeper Dubois but n ot ~ eing able to ef f ectuate 

anvt~lil1g the"G, ~1G r eturnee1 to 1.E. i..a . 

(re lJorts on rlhyda h trade : ) On 26th .. u[:;ust 1 1 05 t he "Grooten r'~yge r '; and 

the 'DuJ'nenburg~1 left for c, urina men \·ri th resp 452 fs. and Lr?3 P s . slaves, 

after having traded there for less than 6 months. Tho General has b e e n 

to Fida himself, but he ~ay llavc forgotten to report, th~t he he left 

in all silence, \li thout having said good-bye to t':0 I(i ,lg. flft e r our retunn 

here He have alGo learnt t~~t ttl8 L ... Le Cener.].l has summoaed, on h is own 

request, Commies van der ,roucke, and tat he has sent in h i s place Commies 

Pantzer thither. .'8 are not ve:'v plea.sed ,,'i th t 'lC stc..te of tl1'j trade at 

Fida, mainly because neit1J:::~' 'elD e1G_ •. ,rol1c,~e , no r ; antze.c i s s ufficiently 

experienced. The slave trad e on t he Gol~ CJast is ~ore favourable : 

the Peynenburgh' and tilo "Cllristinu , after ~.aving 1"Jocn del ayed fruitlessly 

for h/o nonths by tlE le.tu ('ener-al, were sent t o __ pam, Bercou and .'\. ccra, 

and both got t hei...~ loads (of resp. 3 1,S and 54~ Ps. ) \Ii ti.lin 2 months. ']'he 

first number, Qf 348 , is adr.li ttedl~r insuf ~ icient, but tilis i s so because 

CommieG ·noeck was duclarcd una~le ~! the late G9n~rul to continue to do 

any trade. It iz true, th t Trada on t his Coast haG 0een extradrdinarily 

poor during the lust 8 months, but i ~ r ealit it \aL ~ever ueen so bad 

that the returns sent _oJ ' . Inte '" c()-;;l(~ not ·,~v~~o,-,r. cO'is ide L·a~.Jly biggor, 

if he I as ,,/el1 as . . 1'. 1'011 Ul'ld t he .liscal had not shured amont; themselves 

an amount of 30 rJurkn 01 gold in tuc form of 'oroli tr; from their private trade. 
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That trade has diminished is even less surprising, considering that I 

heard that coming to hcc ra on h i s return from Fida he began to shoot in 

an :: inimical way :1 \li th bul lets on the King of i'tquamboe, having requested 

the iatter to meet him, \'li th t:! 8 drt'.nken head he always seemed to have. 

Here in ~lmina too, he has set fire to some houses with hand-grenades and 

cannon shots, and had t hem looted by some Company slaves ... all this in 

s'ead of promot~ng the trade. 

Concerning the sl2.ve trade on the Gold Coast, we may say that the situation 

is nov.Jaday s more fav Jurable ••• (because 1dithin 2 months the ;)C hristinaOl 

and the ;:Peynenbm"ghU got resp. 5L~8 and 348 sie ves at J'l pam, Dercou and 

flccra) ••. we shall .send the ';C2'c:i rina' ; also to the said factories, and 

count on dispa tching it vI i thin 10 Heeks, the more as we have already 100 

Ps. here in stock 

At Axim & Ancober the trade is reviving a little : about 12 marks of gold 

have been extracted from those factories lately . ~t Boutry trade is poor, 

because those of \.lassa block t he passages . 'c.'he same for Sacconde. Chama 

is good for water and fuel wood, but there is no trade. At Commany trade 

begins to revive, because the ~nglish have got such disputes with the 

notorious Jan Cabes, that to a ll appearances they are irreparable, but 

with us they (Le. the appear'anee,s for repairing relations) are great, and 

he has requested us for permission to come here to Elmina for a conference. 

Here at lUmina the trade is deadly (sic), but the makelaer Pieter Pasop 

says that there are good signs that trade is coming, and that the old 

Herchants, the i'.kanists v.J ill SGon arrive in c r eat numbers, which indeed we 

hope Heaven will provide • At .loure too , trade is poor, but once the Acoan·· 

iste and Cabes Terrase traders are coming through , we expect good trade. 

At Cormantyn there has alwa7s be a n good trado, but fro~ time to time we 

have difficulties \lith the Fantyn r ation. 'l:hose Le s s ieurs constantly 

badger us for ships' gifts, also for ships which ve re dest ined by Y.Hs. 

to the slflv e trade, and which we be l ieve are not expected to pay any such 

duties . ::i:nglish lCP/o ships frequentl y v isi t that place too. There is also 

quite a different cause to b e i nd ic ated for the poorness of trade here, 

viz, that the lat e General has hanged two people from this place, on the 

pretence that they had violated t he public roads . but this matter has 

been settled by Oppe~ ' com~ies J. D.lngelby before h i s departure from there. 

At ~pam trade has for some time qUlte re~sonable, but nowadays one can't 

get there any thing ~) ut sl<.<ves, :cecaus e of, a.s the ;' say, the war ,.,rhich 

i.kim is carrying on against .... quamb oe . ! .t Bercou and :.ccra the situation 

is similar. J'he general condit i on of this Coas t CD.n be summarised by 

stating that the English don't have an advatitageous time either, because 

apart from angering their only support, the I~ ing of ~;ab oe, >'Ihich at t h e 

same time made those of Fe toe their enemies, they have t l'w famous Jan Cabes 

now also to count among their enemi8s ( P.N . suggests to be c auti ous in 

restoring friendship with Cabes: tho Dutch shpuld not give the ; ~nglish cause 

to say that they were at tho origin of their troubles) 
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Encl. F/G to Nuyt s 'LL 13/11/'05 ':Inventory of Ib go ld & silver brought 

on board of tho ;;!Ul' icaensche Galey;' 1JY D ,-Cr, II' ,De 1 £1. Pal ma 1I 

Found in a sealed box a seal ed sachet Ulo.rkcd ;/f:l< 11 : 2 , vIP (monogram), 

can t a ining an amount of J.l ;uarks ,'111(1 1 ,': 07.,; ij l Gold nug c; e ts, among them 

a chain weighing i IlL 6, wllic~_l belongs to the: _ ing of Aquamboe, and was 

pawned fo r some morclwndise .. 

Silverware: among oth()r t~1inGs: punch-bowls, frui t-dishos, oodifee -can, 

din:1er ··plates , powder- -boxes, spoons, forks g~c" 2:0., amount i ng to a total 

of ilk 1 01 : 12, which Hill 1)0 scnt to the Hon , Direcors, ',msterdam 

Apart from gold ~ silvcr are left by the ilon. ~" De la Palma at his death 

furniture belone;iil'; to tho Boble Compo : 3 big mirrors vlit h gilt frames, 

1 old dito with bl nck fraoe; 14 paint i ngs; 2 prints , 2 portraits : 2 arm­

chairs ; 28 chairs of varions kinds ; 1 tea··table; 1 bi g bell; 1 cupboard 

( ;; cabinetje;;); 2 1l':,laterstcene n & pot,; (\laterstones g: pot); 1 couch : 

beds, pillows; 20 pewter dishcs , 1 8 dito plates & 2 cans , brass cans & 

ld t chen utensils , •. , silver Communion chalices ; s ilk L, "JOollen clothing 

with golden buttons • . . etc, 

Encl. ;/0;/: 

To-day, 6th November 1 705 testified before me. \-! illem Van IIedlum, Commies 

for the soldiers' pay: Hendrik De Haan, fore men of the tradesmen , G. T ,Heer­

mans, l~ ssistant, and Claes Van \! estreenen , butler •. , that the l a te General 

had ordered him, Heermans, to call the Fiscal , Joan Rademacher, to whom 

he , the General said , ., i n the presence of the t wo other attestants: I/Don't 

you see, you crook, that there are two bi g cnnoes, full of Portuguese tobacco 

ent0ring t h", l"{ i v0r ? '.Ih; don't you stop th0m ? I think your boys have 

arrang0d t h is for youo 7: On this the l ate Fiscal rvpliod: ;/ Sir Gon0ral, I do 

not knou what i s i n thorn, a nel I havo l10 part i n it , but I shall go and see 

"ltThat is in thurn", rChor0upon tho Ge n,-" :L' al, withou t ansHoring him, caught his 

head, and aft~r havi ng drag~ed him by hi s hair along the stonos, he gave 

him two or three punchos on his body, and thon he threw a cannon-ball at 

him, Then h0, Genoral, wnnt away, a nd ordored him , witness to go and se e 

what those canoes "ltloro ci1arg'Jd v-lith, and he , witness, dGclar .;d that thero 

was nothing in th",m but t ~o effects of th ~ deceased Ass istant Rynier Van 

Dullestraeton, which had ~eun sent from Chama . Attestant Van '!es tre onen 

declares to have witnessed how said lat e Geno ral has tried to catch mentioned 

late Fiscal, and after havi ng utter0d many abuses, kicked h i m in tho groin. 

All witnesses declaro, that about 4 days before the doath of said Fiscal 

witness Den Haan went to tho General to ~eport, and that ho, General, said : 

;' It se oms tha t you havo botter access to the Fiscal than I do, so go and 

have a look at h im ; he is l y ing in h i s bed so lazily for such a long time. 

Tell him that I shall teel f our soldiers to drag hi m from h i s bed if he 

does not appear on tho s cene by to··mor:;:·ovJ, and that I shall have him flogged 

tenthousand times .,' 

Witnesses furthermore tell about the senseless shoo t ing and throwing o~ 

hand-grenades by tho late Ge neral into ;'the Crom:: on L~th Augmst 170L~. 
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\)11 :r 1 h Vl1 t.n , \'111011 III 11I'i'lJll 11lu 1 1,0 <:onu r't,:1 ! flY" Lhu rot f'J( I! W 

t 11 illl~ ]'u]11 ioh! tlt nd yfmr own .lllI.JLnl)IJI~. 'C r;u r rlJ QIIJ') 

n of th .. ro.(·c.))il' I Itc\d . 1'iil\;), 'I w\lilld uhoot .:rOll thr(}1)I;h thf 

h . (iI' ••• .i..tnuoG IJ'h0ltlrW to:.lti.i'if):3 , t1wL 11U, wlt.~lut TJf'incillfj th, 11I;t1,; 

rO,)I;l 0.1 OVG t hv 11~11, on t hL< l' [30.1110 LI·t h • llfj\1Ut, hud boon u)J prolAc hi;j( by thr) 

late G01101'al, ,illo, havinG closoc1 I" 'J dol.)l' ')ohind Ilim, <:Ir;i"od him, v/i tnot;c, 

if he wanted to corn 10 Hark~ 01 301d 00' LhnL in thkt ca~e ho ohould go 

wi th 0.6 ll1~n! NeGroes :U3 thore \Jore rifloD, brought ~il ':' t d.:.y in tho lIull 

by Master ClaBs who ho.d just finished then, to I cure in order to shoot 

Pioter Nuyts or kill 'lir., iil .:ul" othnl' 'my 0 ~Clw t be, ,Ii tness had a.nsv/ered 

that he uas not able to do t~at, and that the l ate General hud replied: 

"Oh, so you are also one of those rogues. .' (()th('l' '.Ii c'nesses testified 

that de 18 i' llad firod en at least two occasions pist ul shots on various 

people for no athOl reason than because of hi3 "rage':, and that it was 

sheer luck to t~o victi~s that he missed h is a im) 

Encl. 4: ",~ hort infor::!.:) tion about the manner of ,';lave 'l'racie during the 

2t years thQ.t I have t".l:en care of it ;; by cT.Van den "Jroucke. l Oth !1 ovember 

1705· 

••• Before one is allowed to sta~t the trade, one is compelled to pay 

to the ;~ing 720 los cO\Jries custOlilary duties. 200 Ib;:; to the Captains, and 

30 to the town-crier who announces ttat the traders are alloued to sell 

their slaves. 3ubsequently one negotiates the price 'lith the ~ ing, Carte 

a.71d Ago, but one s:10ulc1 -08 careful to exclude trOLl t~lis price what is paid 

to the ~~ ing and the hiO aforesaid GiJatains, because to them one has always 

to give mor~ than to the private trad~rs; i.e. to the !_ing 120 and to the 

Captains 100 Ibs COilries one ~las to make an agr-eement \Vi th t h em about 

the number th.:;:: 'dill fUTilish £0 tllac hig~l price, because othenJiee they will 

buy all the s12_ves L'om the private traders. rurt11e rmore, Olle has to pay 

],20 Its cO\oJTies fo:c t:le ,· troj;k: (pen), for \/ilicil they guarantee that the 

slaves \lill not run aVWY Olle has also to pay (the value of) one slave for 

the interpreter, before he is will ins to announce y our desires to f the ~ing, 

one dito for tLe uatchman ':11:0 receives and guards the goods ,lhon they are 

brought ashore, a.71d 4(Jc' 11:1s cO\lries for the carrying of the goo ds from 

each ship. 

These days tile slavG trac10 is slo1!1ing off, as a result of the disputes 

between Ilardra and ;'idL\ because tllOse of ~Iardra soc tlw.t tl'lose of Fida, 

who sell their slaves to th8 u11i teo, receive a mucIc hig~1Gr price than 'rlhat 

they restitute, and therefore they vould be ~leased to sec t~e ships anchor 

at their places in order to trade with them. For th~t reason those of 

Harder, througb vlhose country the slave.s have to pass; have put strict 

controls on all the pasouges, arrested merchants an0 even killed some of 

them and looted t:l'Jir goods. rChe: visit o·r the late General, \'lho came ·;to 

restore the trade" and ~lho did r.ot ;Jsliev<.;; mo., lIaD ;lOt clone any good, to the 

contrary: he rather has groatl:'i impeded it 'rJith '.is oehaviour, a.s the quantity 

and strength of liquor (he consumed) d:lsabled him, Gl) that he has hardly seen 
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a traders, and even less slaves. At last, in as a polite way as I could, 

I made him understand, that it would be better tbleave Fida, but for that 

reason he counted me also among the ' -rogues;). ,subsequently, the Hon. Gen­

eral, without announcing so to anybody, 0:':' even saying good-bye to the 

King, departed two day s later in the night, which was taken very evil by 

the natives. 

The Dutch trade at Fida is also much hampered by th&.t of the French, who 

have acquired most of their mercha.ndise from Dutch ships like the ;;Opm.ern 

which was conquered by an act of piracy. 

Something which mi gh t greatly ameliorate the situation., is the intention of 

the Fidase to do what four years ago the y have already undertaken, viz. to 

destroy the state of Jakyn\ which would also 1Jeen regarded with pleasure 

by those of Harder, although it is subject to it, because they are dis-­

obedient ••. (De la P., who presented his idea'to re"estaqlish tile lodge 

at Offra as his own ; only a~Jused Van den Broucke . . . ) but the King of Harder 

has offered to me and requested me to come to chose a place in his country 

to trade and to have a lodge constructed for us. The principal Captains 

of Harder have also requested me to grant the IC ing! s request, and :hl!te§J have 

also let me know, that once the lodge is ready, the y would not object to 

our bringing guns there for our defence; up to now the King has however 

continued to refuse us that privilege •. . It is also highly necessary, that 

the l'1erchant treats the Natives with the greatest po.liteness, and that if 

he has reasons for complaints, that he presents them to the King without 

conceitedness. 

Request to P.Niyts, Elmina, 3rd November 1705. 
Undersigned, Jacob Donder, Auditor, and at present since Joh. Rademacher 

died, Fiscal, reverently reports on the sad revolts which have taken 

place recently •.•. How I,ll'. ,T . Snoek, Commies at !,ccra, has a]::lS.ndoned 

in an impolite letter all homage and obedience due to the late D.-G. De 

la Palma, \'1hen His Boh ." in order to execute hiE; \varnings, wan ted to sail 

down to fl ccra with the ;iArent i/ . tihen on 30th September H.E. left indeed 

for Accra, Snock, S ibout Heinsius, t he former merchant at Bercou, and 

Bardet, Chie~ MerChant at Cormantyn, have conspired to cause a public 

rebellion against the Pe rson of the late General, closing the gate (port?) 

of Accra at the arrival of tho l ate General , firing two cannon- balls when 

II.E. arrived on the roads. Thus acting on behalf of Nr. Dubois, they have 

trampled tho au.thori t y of I1.L., of the IToble Company \ nay, of Their High­

mightinesses themselves. In the srune way these gentlemen have dispatched 

a circular letter full of bloodthirsty express ions , in ord~r to cause a 

public rebellion, first to .'.pam, then to Cormantyn, 'rThere it was not wi th­

out effect , and then to i,louro. Thi s rebellion \·ras taken so evil by the 

late General De la Palma, t hat he was at once deprived of his senses, and 

gripped by a violent fevor, he has paid for it after an eight days' illness 

with his grievous death. Undersigned therefore demands permission from 

the Hon. President of the Council, ordinary and extraordinary lIembers of 

the Coucil to arrest within 48 hours Snoek, He insius & Bardet. 
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WIC 180 ; Letters & Papers fr om ~rdra. J.Van den Dbroucke & Adriaan 8choon-
heyd to Chamber i'.ms tordam, Fida, 21st June 1706. 

As both of us were orc' e r ocl to go with Y. Us', ship IIAms t erdam;1 to Fida for 

the Slave Trade, in order to provide it as soon as poscible with its requir­

ed number of slaves, we have inde \:~ d imlilecli a te17 aftL)r our arrival here, on 

16th April, done - our best to dispatch it as soon as poscible; but because 

of the arrival of several ~ortuguesc ships, we had a lot of trouble to get 

for the said s h ip , with the partly non-current tradogoods we had, its 

required ':armasoen ll
, Yet after hardly 2 months it has l e ft, with on board 

a good 500 heads of sla~es, a ll proper Piezas d~India~ , \f e nearly forgot to 

mention, that shortly before our arr ival our lodge here was entirely ruined 

by a fire; accordinG to Commies Pantzer it was a great (?) of the 

Company's effects , 

WIC 124 ; Minutes of Cotincil, El mi na 

11th January 1706 ; ~s tho Hon. Pr e siclent experiences every day that the 

slaves taken from Portuguese ships and barques arr este d along t ~is Coast 

and confiscated in accordance wit~'l t he orders of the Ten are of such poor 

quality that none or very few of th~m are acceptecl by the Cpatains of the 

Comp.'s slaveships, and they consequently have to stay for years in this 

Castle, without the Compo drawing any adva~tage from them, and, on the 

contrary many of them, nay ,most of thGm, die. It is noVl, that President 

thinks there is 2 . g ood oc cas i on, whilst there a re so many English 10';6 ships 

and trade is 'leak, to deliberate on what to do \oJith these slaves. .., It 

has be en agreed tha t the Hon. Pr ~ sid cnt shal l have the Council's consent 

to sell such indolivrable and i71aCrOn slaves for the 'oest price he can get 

(from anybody) 

13th February 1706. ". Ac c ording to Commies ::1 e mpe laer a large quantity 

of gunpowder, which because of thG porr trade h&s b e 8n for a long time 

in itock, is on the point of decay ing . ~he President therefore proposed 

for consideration if the pric e of gunpowder should b e lowe r ed to 2 OZ, 8 
to ;.ngels per C (=c,<,t?), t hc; more as anothor 75 , 000 I bs gunpowder are c ex-

pected shortly with th ~ ship:Carolus 3 ecundus), and also because Commies 

Landman has written from .. xim that a large number of traders had arrived 

thore who want to buy powde r, but wh o do not want to pay more than 2 oz 

8 Angels per Cto as the ~randenturg General sells it at t hat price 

15th February 1706. 

Caboceer Igniem of Annemaboe arrived from Cape Co a st i n order to greet us 

. in the name of Jir. Dalby rrhomas" requesting us to ask Caboceer /.duasnma 

why he had arrested three sL.,ves of the n . ,' .. c. at Commany and kept there 

in the Commany terri tory . j.duamma \rlas therforc summoned, and he replied 

that his people had gone to iioure, a year ago, in order to buy palm oil 

and yams, but that on the orclers <Iif the English General they had been 

arrested on the high seas, under the pretext that they had come to do 

priavte trade on his Hoads, saying that j·lr. De la Palmai.,had arrested deq­

erters, but it shoulcibe 6a:td~ that . such~vJa.B only done after Hr. Dalby had 

shown him the way thereto. Finally, concerning what has happened at Aeon, 
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about which the English make also a lot of noise, '.tIe shall not repeat 

here how long ago we have acquire d, thro ugh tho dedication of his caast 

to us, the Mount Cong from the King of Saboe. Abr . Lieftink and Abr. Pant­

zer reported on 20 t h J a n u ra? 1 ',705, He.:; t it i s true 1 tha t on the 12th of 

that month (representatives of) the R . ~. C. have been attacked on the spot 

called Acon, which the En glish call ~uenn ~nne 's Point ; that some un-armed 

Houre fisherman have gone in t wo canoes i n to the bay , on the signals of 

two slaves of the n~c, who ha d gon e t o the sea i n orde r to save their 

lives from the Saboese ; one of them, who could not swim, was drowned, the 

other was aaved by on e of th ~ fishe r men. This fisherman, called Cabbena , 

has brought that sla ve :to I,lour e , '.tlh e re the lierchant has at once taken him 

into protection. On 15th of t h i s mo n t h he h a s even delivere d him, the slave, 

to Mr. Dalby, for whic h afore s a id Knight ~a6 had the politeness to give 

to the Ilercha nt an a mount of S o z. as compensation for the Negro Cabbena, 

which amount ha s inde c: d "J(; . .; n llanded ov or b y Hr. l~ uyts to this Cabbena. 

Mr. Nuyts has also ordere d h is sub ject Ne groes not to und e rtake any host­

ilities aga inst t h e Saboe se • .• 

26th l'1ay 1706 . Public r e ading of a communication fro m Abr. Lieftinck, 

Zacconde: The multiplicity o f malicious acts by tho English Nati on , as 

well as the cruelties of the indigenous Na tives is g rowing from day to 

day. These acts ar o not only dir e cte d a gainst t h e Company, but also against 

their fellow blackmen wh o from a t e nde r a g e t ake s e rvice with the Noble 

Compo There are constantly at t empts ~eing wade on t heir lives, under the 

pretext of sooo shallow lie , but i n r eali ty fo r n o othe r reason, thati that 

these people let themselves b o use d by tho Company. This is a g reat dis­

advantage fDD the Company, ~) e c ause one c a n I t prope rly trade without making 

use of interpreters on a c c ount of ou r i n.experience \;)'i t ' the language of 

the Negroes. If v e are to b e deprive d by t h ese gruesome murders of our 

interprete rs, \ le would n o t be a bl e t o pr om~te t h e real interest of our 

Masters. It is My duty t o l ot Y. Us . know, tha t un der the fort at Zaccon­

dee one Negro called Draf f o i s ha nging around, who, like othe r sworn Adom 

Antese (sic) chiefs, sworn enemies o f t he Nob l e Comp . , has t~ intention 

to deprive the person Jan 'l' olck ( "Joh n I nte r prete r) who h(;<s worked for 

many years at Zacconde, in a scandalous manner of his life. For that 

purpose he has influence d one Janta, chi e f of an Anta village which is 

under the protection of the English at Dickj es Bchom" as has appeared 

from tho fact t ha t said Jan Tolck was i mprison ed , a n d only liberated as 

a result of t he vig ila nce of Commies Van Dalen at Doutry .•. 

21st June 1706. President pro poses to send t lw barque :: De Twee Horiaenen il 

to Fida in order to bring Jac . Van Den Droucke and Adriaen Schoonheyd there 

together with unsaleable and non-current goods, and to order Commies 

Pantzer at tho same time to bu~' from the; j,'rench a quantity of smooth 

bangles ad 9,000 to 1,000 Ibs.(sic? pet, slaves in ordc r to continue 

the ivory trad0 vith forco, because at the moment we are very ill provided 

with that co[~odity . 
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16th Octobe r 1706 : President Nuy ts anno unc e D ... to h ave received inform­

ation how the allied powers have had an ama7,ing and miraculous victory over 

the proud and hau~hty ennemy, who has now suddenl y fallen ; tha t we may 

therefore hope and expect a gene l.'al peace for 0 1:1' de ar f a the r land. For 

that peace a day of ~ray er shall be held ..• and each ehall have to abstain 

from whoring, drinking, gambling , s\learing , fi ghting and shouting , on 

penalty of the confiscati on of t h re e months' sala ry . .. 

31st January 1707. Pres. de ,onstrate s the.L. t h e Cr uiser ( Beschermer) has 

chased a lit t le snow into the ba y of Sac c ondee , h ut tha t its crew managed 

to escape on shore, b ecause of tho protection offered by t~e ~nglish ••• 

a protest-note has ther 8fore b een sen t to ~ ir Dalby ..• F rom reports it 

furthermore appears t hot the Cab oceer ~lexander Avarico, one of wh ose 

subjects has perpetrated an of i enc e against t h e King of [quamboe, has 

recently entered the service o f t h e ~nBlish Nation ; but as he has alway s 

enjoyed £..~sJ;J~ ... eld. (subsistence--mon e y) fr om us , he has once more changed 

of opinion, and returned to us, a nd h e tas b e en pardoned by Commies Dubois. 

Yet, Sir Dalby has come to claim mentioned :_le ~:ander as a deserter. It 

has b een resolved to charge Commies Dubois wit h t h is issue and to ask him 

to se ek some accomodation wit h S ir Dalby . . • 

14th Harch 1707 , The Council has resolved to urite to the Ass. of Ten, 

concerning the religious policies of Va n J evenhuysan, the waj in which the 

inheritance of De le Palma was divided , and co nc erning the settlement of 

disputes amoi1g the Hatives: the Council lias great o~) jection to (the idea 

that?) a Fiscal would ha ve t he direction of ~~iminal justice, as it ~ould be 

impossible to put this into practice in aC ' orda nce with the customs of this 

country and without causing a grea t decline in t h e esteem for the Moble 

Compo and the respect for t he D.-G. a nd vari ou,s o the r chief~executives, and 

that rather all criminal matt e rs should co ntinue to ~e tried with all possible 

modesty and candor , i n a c co rda nce with this country: s cUAtoms , by the D.-G. 

and the Chiefs of th vari ous factories, and t llat fines wil l continue to 

be paid into the Compa ny' s cof f ers .. . Conce r ning t h e lodge at Of Ira , it 

has ~een agreed to answer, tha t it would ~ e a n excellent occasion to extend 

the slave trade in time of peace, but tha t und e r the present circumstances 

of war and general insecurity it seems UB to b e pr ematu~e and too da ngerous, 

as no protection can be of fe red to the ships on the roads there comparable 

to the one offered at Fida . . . Concerning t h e sugar, cbb~nri~ndd~.dd~Qo · plant­

ations, that we would b e quite a ble to continue tha t work, if only the 

rquired tools, slaves a nd oth~ r mat e rials were sent, and especia l l y if we 

were to be al .. owed to buy as many slaves as Pres. Nuy ts proposed in his 

letter of 24th April 1706. It should howevor b e added, th2 t a difficulty in 

the culti~ation of sugar is, that much of it is stolen by the Negroes them­

selves, as the~ have a veri g re ~ t lik ing for it . .• Finally , to request the 

dispatch of tho following military and marine people (sic): 150 soldier s, 

12 lantsmatrosen (? land··sailors), 10 constables, 12 surgeons, 2 ship~-carp­

enters, 2 house-d~, 3 masons, 1 b lacksmith ,2 coo~ers, 1 sail-maker,l brazier . 
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22nd 'p~' i1 1 '/\)'? 

-1.1 ).~ 

Jlesolvec.1 to o.l','ust ttll th(.: co..' 008 of the , ;nglish 

Compo \.,.hich m:17 paGs 1 IJocnuse thiG ." urnin.; bw of the: . oblc Cor,:p. 1 s slaves 

hav e 'Joon mo.snacrccl L)j1 che d.lpenie ro·td I J.nd it iG nn undisputed fact t lw.t 

this has boen dOlle on t:w or(lt;rc of thc· •• 1e;1 ie t (:one1".1 'j 1olby Thom'J.8. They 

~ve tnken a\.o. ~ fro ~: them the 10 ~ C0rG I.;' i c.b t~lC .IC1·O bringing to Coml.lO.ny, 

and as this is pc~'..i_c,u.l.1l!n, _~l., ,~l.o.ry: (si":) .19 ar.:: cl'clpelled to t 11.e e: oct inform 

a t i ons. 

22nd ,\pril l'!07. :IS tl1"' _: in8s of ~aboe, Cor.Liun:' and Fo [;oe hnve vo1unte8red 

to give us SOt:1C me:1 to 'l c1 r us ngainst r;ir ):J1',y, vie hu vu asreed to accept 

that o f fer unde r thcc e circums t nces. and to sup~ly tbem with the required 

amr.lUni tion. 

27th ~,pr i1 1707. ""H~ fnctories at Doutry d.n d C acvonc.1ee are at present 

o nl ), manned by tuo provisit·nal ond ~ rcor;, .iesen , in vie\! of the present 

fr ec:,uent diffor<;:nds \1 i t'l t'le Lnglish nnd t l G qunrrel c a'vout laccorary, 

i t shot:1d be advisni)le to :Jro\'ide t h3 saill factories 1,-l i tl~ abler chiefs 

(e l ected: Cown i ec lerHY Ll0 ondercomr., ies :Colcool , 

2nd JU:-le 1707. '~ e D.-C. havinG beeL i"formed that ~ ir Dalby is aga i n 

making preparatiolls to\lards 8 .',](. des i[5l1, nnd as vIe believe that that wi l l 

aga i n bencerll ~accoraru •. \Ie shul _ t:.is tine to prevent ir Dalb v t Oy. 

e xec ute 'chese evil desi:;ns, a~d send t,li the r onderCOG1. ies , arent n osch 

... ri th the requj.l"ec. l ~J\ourel'.3, j;w. t.;l' i&l s :..:!c. ~L. '_l'.i t i cn 1 in or'er to build 

there a small t owe~·,like s~rongho1d, in ~ r {er tc prGvent the ~nglish Gener ­

al f r om t~:ins poscessi n 0 1 th&t ~l~c e a~other time. 

1 6th September 1707. 

Pu blic readin~ of a p otest by , ccars Cuep and ~ cho onwit~ on behalf of 

t he Eon Ge neral l-endril: i.,amoy ropreGe_'J.·~in~ Hi a. HoJal :: i6' ~ness of Prussia, 

i n v/h i cil it ~s 'ei'"" iilS i!lu:tte •. ' ... 'j,'hat ;}';U, j,) ·-G. P . Huyts . . . huve s tarte d 

t o build a fortrec;~ it c'bc r; orclry, a district \.hich is LO\lever ·.lnde r t he 

juris dic t i on odlf Hi s TIoyal .,a jesty of Prusr; ia. 111011 lIe requested Y.II. on 

,"pd i..ip e tember in D. lriel.dl y manaCl' to dec~st fi'ot.! the construe; tion , Y.R 

r epli e d on Lrtb Sept03mbcr, tlMC 110 lottor ccJllld ha ve sUl'prised ~- ou more. 

l,/ e ar c h OHeve r certai:' and maint c L. that VIC have al\/nys had Taccorary i n 

f r e e and peaceful pos~ession (s i c), and \Ie "ave also ~uilt there a stro ng­

h old i n I G85, ~ut then, contrary to all justice and reason 1 .U.'s prede c es­

s or ll ic . S\'1eert s, ~jy lJ1OG.ns of a mult i tude of l!egro(;ls dismissed soldi ers­

has comple te l y dC.:lOlishod i t and spiked the call1,011 of Il i s l~ oyal liajes t y o f 

Prussia a nd sto l en a l l the n:nmuni tion; Irorse even, the whole garrison stat ­

i oned t he r e h a s ~ecn mQssnc r ed in an atrociOlt~ and un-chr i stian manner. 

But two y ears lat~r we were a~ain ab l e to liv e peacofully in the said trade ­

post, unde r our ""Tn f l ag; but then ngni n, th:ot l ..lcl[,e \/Us rnvaged by Y.n.'s 

predecessor, v/h o s e nt Cl. Iilultitude of c anoes '.l i th ,;ina l!egl'oes, ':lhosa c ommand­

er sailed under a J?renc h flag, nnd t 11at wi thout having g i ven us the l eo.st 

warning. Furthermoro , Y. H. ' s jjorchant a t ~xim has made the Ab oc r oese and 
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under threats, that they should not allow traders to pass througll their 

lands to ttade with us, and to confiscate those 800ds which we might h a ve 

sold. But as those Abocroese and ~ieraese do not belong to Y.Hs'. protect­

ion but to ours, and we have also accordinGly sup) orted theo in the Adom 

war, without which sUPDort they certainly might have ~ een d o feated. 

lIe therefore protest in the strongest terms against your precedures at 

Taccorary •• , (folIous: text of a Gre ement mode by J.IIuntz on 26/11/1703 

wi th Abocroe and '.lassa, l'enewed by 1,amey all lLf/2/1 ,?07 : ••. As the Adolil 

Caboceer Jan Kango and his men for several ye a rs has troubled the country, 

made the roads unsafe, has plunder e d the traders, nay, has actually with 

a large number of his men invaded the ,States of Icboeroe and lfiera in order 

to ruin them, in which he would h a ve succeeded if those Abocr~ese and Vierase 

had not timely been assisted by us and the Vassaae, through whose help they:­

have totally defeated the ~ domse and decapitated the Caboceer Jan Kango. 

After these actions the victors of the S tateB of Ahocro e and Wissa have 

come to me in the fort and offered t Leir faithful sub jection in the service 

of His l:oyal H8.j esty of Prussia , and we, the Prussians offer t :lem in return 

a safe and free retreat to our Fortress Gross Friedrichsburg in case of war •• ) 

On this letter P .Nuy ts has offered to send the f~llowins letter in reply: 

Hon. Sir General Lamey It sho".-' lc1 ~) e evidcmt, that Their iIi ghmightinesses 

of the States-General have conquered with Their glori ous arms the territories 

which formerly belonged to the r ortug uese on thii Coast, and in particular 

in 1640 the village of Taccorary, whose Anta Natives have subjected themoelves 

to Thai$:-8 Hig11!llightinesses of t.he S ta t es-General and 'Cheir Chartered 1lIC 

by an act of vassalage in 1656, long before ilis PrusGian l iajesty ever had 

shown any sign of intending to occupy any domains on this Coast, and it is 

si~ply due to the peacefulness and connivance of our predecessor that Y.Hs. 

have bec~ able to trade in peace and quiet. lI e are the more surprised that 

His Prussian l faj esty makes any pretension on Taccorary, because for more than 

hlO years nOH Y .Hs. have not dared to oppose the enterprises of the :8nglish 

nAC at the said place, and we are sad to note the details from the Contra~ 

which Y.lls. have submitted to us, how Y.Hs. have sapped the authority of 

Their IIighmightinesses and corrupted the i\bocroese and Igwirase, whom Y.Hs. 

dare to call :lsubjects of His Prussian Ilajestyll, ;vhilst it should be quite 

clear that they have since 1642 submitted themselves entirely to Their High­

mightinesses and Their \JIC, which agreements, as well as the one with Ankob1'.a 

we have renewdd on 22nd August 1697 and 13th July of this year. All these 

things may have extreme results, vrhich vlOulc1 be very inconvenlt~nt, in part­

icular in view of the present close alliance between our mutual sover'igns 

in Europe 

13th October 1707. D.-G. demonstrated to tho Members hbw Oppercommies Jan 

JJandman at Axim has traded over the past months August and September an 
amount of 100 i-Ik, 10 />, 6t E. gold, 90 L:. Ibs ivory, 80 Ibs crevell and 16 slaves 

and that he has given so many proofs of proper conducts ru1d diligence in the 

service of the ~oble Comp, that now that Oppercomoies J.D.Ingelby has •.• re­

patriated, to recompensate him ".lith a bettor position ...• unanimously agreed 

to propose ...• Landman as Chief llerchant to the ;,ss.of X, on a salary of f1.80. 
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28th Octob~r 1707. 

D.-G. inforoud the Council that thu Undurking of CO~lnny, Teki Coma, has 

handed over to him, on t:.w 9th of t~1is won th, the son of the King of ;;aboe, 

whom hb~had redeeoed frolil the !tJufferse for 15 jcndas of gold, and that 

furthermore, at his arrival on 2nd of t~is Donth, he had ~anded over to 

him one of his Caboccurs. ~eki Coma requested hiw to take both these men 

as pawns for an aJount of 3 iiarks of ge,ld I \:l, ich he 'vIonld pay back by the 

time thE: disputes ~)eh-lOd1 hi 1:1 , his "broth;;r and the: ings of Fetu and Saboe 

are settled. Cons idered that t~a ~tate of 'tJuffor is v-ry important for 

him, that the 'tJufferse have the ope~inG a~d clesing of the paths for the 

Assjanteze merchants in their ":2nds. ~nd that he, Teki Cooa has for that 

reason paid even more to thee than what the had claililed, the Council has 

resolved to l end Teki Coca against the lilentioned pawns the said 3 ilarks, as 

it is in tho interest of the Trade. 

24th Hovember 1707, On 7ti1 Jlay this year it \'/as decided to sum,;lOil COi:li.l ies 

Pantzer froo Fida, and to le~ve the 10dG~ there in tho ~ands of an ondercoem­

ies, and to entrust a Chief -e rchant with the dispatch of the slave ships, 

this on th::: one :h.li1d because of tho Eml tiple dangers to vIhic11 the Comp.' s 

goods are exposed t :!Cro as a result of frequ<mt cases of arson at that place , 

on the other because of vari uuG couplaints the ::ing of F ida had sent about 

him,Pantzer, in two different letters. ~ hen mentioned ~antzer arrived on 

8th July froi,] Fido., o.ne. \vas suu, .• oned to the: Cc)\.'.L1c il occt i ng \lhere explano.t­

ions for his actions \lere dClllc'.nc1e:d, the: n.-G. o.nd Chie:f Li erchant Van 'l eesel 

have cleo.rly pel'ceived frOLl his response tha-c t 'lO opperco:.llliesen Jan Dirk 

ingelby and Van den Droucke (the latter ~ad of.erE·a to take over Pantzer's 

job) had a premeditated and detestable passi ~ azainst mentioned Pantzer, 

and that th-.; " have corrllpted tll(; [- :Lng of Fid-a to semel such cOl.]plaints 0. bout 

Pantzer, as apJears very clearly from 0. lettor dd. 6t~ June 1706 from Ingelby 

to Van den Droucko. \~lich was int rce?ted , •• Lator it ~as learnt from other 

sources tho. t Van doi'! ' rOl.:cke has paid to I~lgel'Jy the SUl;l of 4 :larks in order 

to let hi~ forego ~ic turh to go to rida , i~ or0er to )0 a~le to claim some 

un-paid debts thore; . I"or this tllOl (; are no \oJri ttC"l preofs, but lIhen asked, 

(tngelby) said th. t ho prcfJrred to give priority tu sOLlc~ody else, and 

fearing tllat more of the roguish h.'icks \'J~_icll "!e has perpretrated might lfllak 

out, he thought it wiser to ash for perlission to re~iGn. Si nce the slave 

trade is coot essontial to thu Int-.;rest of t:,0 Comp.:l.llY, and \li tllOut it little 

progress could be n;:-.dc.: <u this Co.:..st, but also it c01..l1d '0e expected that the 

trade at Fida may decline frvr:; ti!.'lC to time as 0. rosul t of tIle irapudence of 

the natives, wlto seeD very confid~nt that we feel compelled to send the 

Hoble COIJP'S ships aluays to their roads, and also because he, Van den Broucke 

has totally ruined the esteee \'I11ich our ITation used to inspire there with 

his rogueries and intrigues, so that he coesn't even dare to sho\l his head 

there again to the Kug of I'ida and ~.lis Crancees • ~. t:le ;;eebers have agreed 

to seek redress by which one yould always )e c)le to dispatch the slave s h ips 

and therefore the:;" _lave sent Coc::uies Pant~e~' in o. canoe to Appa in 

to GreU Ardra for an ;'ocular inspection" and in order 
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to mal<:e there an agreement 1:/ith the I( ing for the continuation of the slave 

trade, as well as that in gold and ivory. On 4th November the said Pantzer 

returned, and his report was offered to t ho Hon. IIembers of this Coucil. 

It ShOHS that ~ppa is c"~uated very'convehiently near the beach, with a 

better bay (than at ilhydah or JcH]uill?) and wi thout a very strong surf, that 

there is a beautiful fresh \/ater river near-by and also enough firewood, 

to supply slaveships with water and wood, which vould relieve the Hoble 

Compo from the need to send costly canoes for t hat purpose from this Coast. 

This place has also some advantages for tho speedy dispatch of slave ships, 

as they can set up their _sch~~.e}:. (sheafs =?) whilst the ,'" do their trade, 

which is not practicable at:Yida because the l odge is there so far away 

from the beach. Tradegoods also risk tacre to be frequently reduced or 

stolen by the N2t ives whilst they are carried from tho beach. Furthermore, 

the King of Great ~rdra alone has the closing and opening of the passages 

to Fida and Appa in his hands and has been making promises to supply slaves 

to no other Nat i ons (exception being made for the Portuguese), which in 

time of peace, when all Nations sail to this Coast, would bring the greatest 

advantages to the Company. It has therefore been unanimously resolved 

to send Corm::ies Pantzer on the '\!a terland; ; to Fida, \lith a proper instruction 

to embarlc there the merch2cndise \lhich are still in the'Company's ·lodge r: 

and to go vIi th 'diem to Appa, in order to establish there a neH lodge for 

. , 

the Noble Comp., leaving only ondorcommies Heermans at Fida, who from time 

to time should report to us on vhut is happening at Court there, and Pantzer 

shall continue the sla~e~ iv~ry and gold trade \lith the said remnants of 

merchandise till it will be decided, at the arrival of the next slave ships 

whether they should je sent to Fida or to Appa. 

20th Ilarch 1 'l08. D.-G. demonstrated to the fi on . Hembers with the help 

of the minutes of a previous meeting of the Council, that the Great 

Asjanteyn Sovere i gn Zaay claims by mouth of his deputy, the Caboceer 

Assaminiaquara and the General's se:cvant !',r,lpa satisfaction for 80 Ps. 

ivory-tusks ilhich he uo\.,lo. liave sent h ither in the days of D.-G- Van 

Sevenhuysen, and for which tho said Van Sevenhuysen would not have been 

willing to ~2y more than the value of one Hark of gold, whilst said 

Zaay sustains tho.t the:;- v .. ere '.·IOTt:: at least 2 iICl.rks of gold. Hereupam 

Their Ilons. sur:U:lOned the seY.'vants Dossum Equi and Aussi of the said 

D. -G. Van Seve~lhuy.sen, \/ho had been used for the sending of those tusks, 

as well as the ;,~~AlaDr Fieter Pasop, who declared that (indeed) those 

As it has come to the notice 

of ~heir llons. that they (i.e. the ~santeB) make at other places similar 

pretensions, and as 'c' e~T \lant to prOl:lOte &nd reinforce the trade with 

these people '-\1~1ic~1 has '.Jeen troublesorile enoug::-( to ste.rt), Their Hons. 

have unanimously :;"Gcp.;,estec' the D. -G. to accede to the pretension of this 

Asjanteyu de:puty au'\. :::: 8:::'·~i.~:f::, tl".p '?,:"'e8 T Sovere i gl". Zaay i::1 orde't' to 

encLn.,rage hirJ t~1l.; ,-len'e to continue t:!o trade ·.:i·ch OtT Nat i .· n ••. 
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30th April 1708. Oppercom"lies Landman infol'rllO(~ -C~13 Council that a Negro~ 

the Caboceer ~ussikoe, uho lately gave up his obedience to the Brandenburg 

Company, has coDe to live with all his people at Axim. But he owed the 

Brandenburg General tho sum of 16 bendas of gold on acco 'cE1 t of goods he 

had bought on credit and which he, ,'.us:..,ikoe had sent to ilowin in order 

to sell them there with some profit, and of which he ' expects to receive 

the returns soon. He humbly requested us to ~)G kind enoug~l to pay the 

aforesaid debt to t~e Brandenburg General, so that no troubles like pan­

yarring or other irregularities will develop at Axim, promising to return 

the borrowed sum at ~xim as sOun as his peo;le return froe Aowien ••. It 

hac been resolved to lend to l\uss i~.~ oe the mentioned sum, in order to be 

paid to the Drandenburghers , .. 

6th July 1'708. ;ITranslation of a Le tte r fror.1 Sir Dalby Thomas, dd, 25th 

June 170&, addressed to P.Huytsll ( NB i.e. re··transla ted into Englishl) 

.•• Y.H. having bri~~1 a Negro called Quaggio Aqua, the present Chief-cabo­

ceer of the Ilegrocroor.1 of Annar.1aboe, and some others to arrest one Thomas 

mentioned 0 uagg io Aqua has indeed caught mentioned Thomas when h& was 

for some business at Annamab oe on 21st of this month, and brought him to 

the Dutch Fort Ams terdam at Cormantyn (where mentioned Quaggio Aqua has 

been very well recompendated by Y.Rs.) in order to be transported from 

there to st . George dt , ~lmina, where, according to my: latest information 

he still is, under the pretence that he s h ould be condemned by Y.H. and 

Y.Hsl Council, because he once deserted from the service of the Dutch IfIC; 

but this is entirely contrary to the treaty of 1st December 1674, signed 

in London ., . conc ~rn ing the freedoms of subjects of each Nation in Africa. 

9th July 1 708. ( IJuyts has invited D.Thomas to discuss various disputes 
which the~ have had lately, but D.Thomas replied that he was feel­
ing too weak to come to ~lmina. Nuyts ppoposed therefore to write 
·to Dalby Thomas: 

As Y.H.'s weakness does not allow Y.H . to come to Elmina, we hope to have 

the honour to meet Y. II. to-morrow on the banks of the Sweet liiver; vie shall 

for that occasion bring two tents to te spt up there, and bring with us 

some food and drink .• . (flllS\ofer from Dalby Tho!ilas, received on the sarne 

day:) ••. I shall meet Y.TI . at the appointed time, hoping that we may 

arriva at some agreement which may please our masters, which, I belie~e, 

could best be done drinking just a little cup of cof fee or tea, without 

any great ceremony 

24th July 1708. D. -G. d0!ilonstrated how a new dispute had arisen with the 

English, when .ir Dalb~ ThoQas doccn~ed that two rowers who had deserted 

to ~ccra were slaves of the ~nglish Company, and that the y should be rest­

ituted tm h~m; D.-G. had however replied, that they were free-born ilat ives 

from ;10ure, and that by soce roguish trick the; had been stolen and sold 

to him, o~ which the 3nglish General had replied that it had never been 

his 'l~\bi t to inc:uire into -:;:10 W:''..ll.!Cr in \lhich sellers got their slaves. 
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On this D. -8. had replied that in that case ho 'J English General, should 

excuse him if he were to rely, if tho occasion presented itself, on such 

rogues in order to take his revenge, and also that Mr. Phipps should not 

have been so precocious as to have first comhlitted an act of kidnapping in 

the open sea, and immediately afterwards to have fired in an inimical manner 

on the croom and tho fort ••• 

31st July 1708. D.-G. read out a paragrap~ from a letter by the Commission­

ers Landlilan and :r~ngelgraaff, \>11:0 hCtve beoil SOll t to Fida in order to buy 

there slaves to be used as craftsmen on this Coast, demonstrating, that 

they would not be able to buy 50 or 60 slaves on this (Slave-) Coast, unless 

the y paid to the l~ ing of F id~ the usual custom paid for a slave ship, which 

would mean the payment of anot:ler 20 Ps. slaves above the before mentioned 

number. The D.-G, gCtVO this into deliberation to the Council, as those slaves 

are indee~ badly needed here. It h~s been agreed, that the D.-G. should 

send a gift of 12 yards red cloth, an~ to write to the Commissioners that 

they may add to tha t as much as t he; may deem necessary .~. and demonstrate 

to the l~ ing of Fida, tha t the Company does not make any profit on such slaves. 

(It was also decided to let th0 Commissioners Landman & Engelgraaff renew 
"the contract made in 1703 vIi t l~ the French 1;a-::i on abo u t the freedom and 
safety of the roads at Fida:') 

22nd October 1708. President gave into consideration to ~he Council •.• 

that the Portuguese tobacco is th8se days very popular on this Coast} and 

that with this commodity much of the trade could be attracted to our fact-

ories. It lws therefore been unanamously resolved to buy that Portuguese 

tobacco for the Comp., because if one let these Portuguese depart with their 

tobacco, others, in pCtrticular t:le ~ilglish NCtt ion,would take the opportunity 

to buy it • .• 

\HC 124. 

7th January 1709 A :G ill of Ji:xpei1se.s of Commissioners Bngelgraaff and Land­

man, Bade in Fida, vas presented to the Council: 

320 Its. cO\vries, 57 :es. I:servetten;; , 40 Ps. ':graetjensH and 20 Ps. Heaffan , 

For robbed goods on the ~iver of Jaq~yn (sic): 600 lbs covries for expenses 

on 200 slaves, who because of bad weather had to "lai t 8 tr 10 days on shore 

before they could be er.1barkod, and 137 Ps. servetten for refreshments for 

they yacht ;'Cormentyn". Cor,luiE;S Pantzer has furthermore declared i'Ik 3, 7 P 
and 2 E. fOl" his l:lission to Great Itrdra and l\ppa ..• 

VIC 180 ; Letters & Papers frOD ~rdra (Chamber hmsterdam) 

Van den Droucke to Ass. of ']'en, 25th July 1707 

Trade is mucl1 in decline ~lere because the Ilatives of var.ious states 

have disputes, which makes the slaves extraordinarily expensive, in part­

icular (those frou ?) Harder, whic~l has tightly closed all the passages 

because it does not receive sufficient contributions ,as they say, but in 

my opinion chiefly because the y dsire us to bring our trade again to their 

country tb th6~old ~lace at OffrR\ as t" ~~ have on ~revious occasions said . 
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This could indeed bo quite eff<Jctiv() if there \'Ioro poaco, but in time of 

war this would bo too d':lllc;orous ,.. '.\.Ihio ship, could havo boon dispatchod 

much sooner, if the slaves ewbarked on it had been ohown, because then those 

of Harder \vould readily have added theirs to them, (;0 all propabili ty, and 

connived at the opcnin~ of tho paths tor tll.:'.t purpose lIe have taken 

into Y .Hs I. service here Do freo il e gro in order t o wapoh rthe slaves, which 

irt my opinion is useful for tho 8dfe transport of the slaves. I hope 1.Hs . 

'\Ilill not be dis-pleased \li t :1 this. 

All Nations havo tho habit to fire their guns when arriving on the roads 

here, in order to aLnounC8 their ~rrival, and I have also given orders to 

that extent, but as Y. Hs. have ordered tha t this should not be done, as 

it is not conducive to the respect of tLe Coop, I have obeyed, and given 

'Ordere to' the cont~ary ,' upon whhh -·h&s · followed a presailt" - from the King of 

Fida in tho forw of D. COV, in gr~tit ude. 

A.Schoonheyt to ~S6. of ~e n, 1 6thoveQb~r 1 707 . 

Not only arc: no a t of the: tr~cLGood,J v,e ~IQV0 lwre non--current ones, there 

were also not les~ t ~an six ~ort u6ue60 and two .ilgl ish s h ips anchored here, 

and raost of t:lC tine \ve hQd t o co~"! :.)(: to ui t;l about 9 other s h ips ; yet I have 

been lucky enough to be ablE: t o dispa tch the ":tl::s tcrdal;j" wi thin 2 nonths 

with an arm.:\soen of 200 heads, having applied i n the: menntioe all my dilig­

ence not only hGre at Fida, but also ab ou t 5 miles to the Leeward at a place 

called Chakyn, to l:luy sl , ves .•• I \"I " S i nforr.1C d oy i'iessrs Boerhave and Heer­

mo.ns, vrholil I had sent to that p1.:1(;'; t ) t ,':e care of thE: trade, that a Port ­

uguese brigantine \IQS anchored there, and as it happened that the yacht 

lIElmina ," ,Capt. Thomas Gerard J had just arri ved Oll the roads here on its 

way to the Dight i:l order to t I'ad~ ivory I I thought it good to inform Capt. 

Gerard of this, and indeed, slloI" c l ~' ~,f t e nlards he had the good'luck-to en­
counter th~ said Portusu~so auf ~0 rolievu him of as ~auy contrabandsgoods 

as is pcrr,i i tted, ta_:ing also a :lUftU(;_- of 100 slaves frau it, ,<,hom he embark­

ed on tho "Amstordam' ; I hopo t:w,t this is not unuelcoliw neviS to Y. Hs. 

An extraordinary event worth mont i Gu inc l,appcned here shortly aft ~ rwards, 

when Capt. Hendrik ~}roorse, s "l i1ing on Y .Ils I. s ;l ip "Eva iiaria:' , received 

information that a Frenc h ship Qounte d uith 16 guns and with a crew of 60, 

in tho conpany of a ? ortuguoce br i Gantine wh ic h it had captured three days 

earlier, was sigh tod on the uppur-part of the Gold Coast. Ilhen he encount­

ered the Frenchman, be found hia .> cr.w to \veak to he able to attack the 

French ship itsolf, but by sailing fast ho Qanagod to depriv~ the Fronch of 

their Portuguese prize, with '~l ich ho arrived safely at Elmina . The French 

could not prc:vent this, but they t ~le:;r boldly aailod::?psttCEilililina;.rWtbhin'.; hllo 

eight of the Castle on its \lay to l"i da i ll order to buy there slaves, \'/hich 

made the Genc:rQl decide to reinforce Capt. Broorse \'lith over 20 soldiers 

and to send him in pursuit of tl:.u I'ronc~l • " But Droerse did not catch up 

with them before Little Popo, 0. lit~~0 Dor~ th~r 5 miles from here, and 

thero they fought which each other froQ early morning till noon, more than 

5 hours, and eventually the French, who according to Capt. Broerae could 

not have :::,esisted IilUch longer •. , b le\J up their ship, 23 Frenchmen were 
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snlvngod by t~o sloop of our s~ip, whon Capt. Droorso hu s l o tt horo with 

tho Fron ch Direotl)r on t he l .:t t to r I G roquOGt . 1) 0 'lD.d two CD-DUIl1 ties on our 

ship. 

J.Landman & V. Engelgranff to Aso . of ~en, 2nd February 1708 . 

• , . On 16th J une tho ; 1 justi tin l left Fida wit h 673 hoads of slaves on board, 

after h .:tving take~ in a n umber of 114 heads in Elmin a and the factories of 

Moure, Cormantyn, Apaw, De r c ou and Accra. \!e would h a ve liked to be able 

to follow up the General : s orde r to ewbark 700 or even more slaves on the 

ship, and for whic h purpos e he has also sent a special cargasoon, but as 

the Cltptaill sent us a note that he could not decently put more slaves on 

board of his ship ; he th8refore requested to stop the trade~ which we did, 

in order not to over-charge the ship, which, particularly in c~se of an 

outbreak of smallpox or other doseases can b e desastrous, because sitting 

so closely paclced to.zether, once one is sick he rapidly infects all the 

others . • It is sad to note how difficult the trade is h ere for our Nation, 

in fact not only ours, but a lso the .. ~11:s1ish, French and Portuguese; it is 

virtually impossible to prevent the Il egroes from stealing goods when they 

are carried frO ul the bea ch, which is more than three hours from here, in 

particular the cou1'ies, 1rlhich is the mone y of the natives here. He have 

kept day after day 3 whi te sailors armed with s1tJOrds and rifles on the bea.ch 

in order to :tlv ~ present \1hilst t h e goods are being carried on shore and to 

prevent this pilfering, but in spite of all those precautions they continue 

to do it, and we can never get ariy recompensati 0n witout lodging a complaint 

with 'he King, The only solution uould b e, to our humble opinion, to put 

the cowries in double casks or waterproof barrels with iron hoops. 

Jan De Paauw to Ass. of '1'en, 11th February 1709. 

(reports arri\7al at ~jhydah, as successor of nehief ;rerchant and President" 

Adriaen Schoonheyd, on 7th ii ovemb er 1708) •.• I ~earnt that the King of 

Fida had died on 28th Uctober of l a st y ear, and that his little son of 

about 12 years had succedded 11im 2.6 ;~ ing. \I hen I came here in the lodge, 

I learnt from ondercommiel3 .·.~vert 2J rugman and assistant Albert 0.: Al tuna that 

the slaves \'Iere at thut time ver:' scarce. Capt. Carte, one of the 

grandees of t 'a is State Nho \'Ii t;1 t ,1is young ;~ing has the ",hole government 

in his hands, explained that it wa s solely due to the death of the King 

that the trade was poor, that this country is always in great disorder and 

confusion when Kings die, which brings great disadvantages, to the trade. 
I1Quir1!:J;la l1 

I send \"i th the sh~p/vll1~ch brings thil3 letter 530 well conditioned slaves 

ijo Hr. Jac. Beks, the Governor of Cura<;ao. I \llould like to propose to 

Y.Rs., with due submission, that if the cowries are price~ in Rolland 9 to 

10 stuyvers per Ib, to put in the cargo of the following ships always for 

1/3 of the total of slaves to be bought cowries, as cowries are always cur­

rent merchandise here, as well as platthiljos, if they are of good quality, 

groo.t~_.E..eE_~ and iro~ rods : the latter are seal30nal commodities, in part­

icular for the months ilarch and ~·.pril. Trade in beads is rather dangerous 
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and it is difficult t(l predict •• , u:;; appears frolll Lhc) rr,moindcr of beade 
ye~low " 

we have to reurn here1)y ••• only the smull sparklinC/oncs are rather much 1n 

demand. The lodc;e is in such a poor condi tinn, thc\L there is hardly anything 

\1ol'th thc nume of servan ts ( lodr;ings? Clnd one cun! t find at all a propor 

Gtore-honsc for t:10 i!len.hal1llise, \~ilic!l hCtvc nO\1 to ~)(;: ctored in a barn 

under a th. ,t ch roof. Becau~e of this lack of room in tho lodge r ::.un comp­

elled not to take mol'(;' goods 011 shoro thun I need in one day ... I suppOGe; I 

have to lscribe tho poor c0ndi~ion of this 10dL~ to the; many ch~nges of 

cOlllltlies.;n 2.nd t:lorch,.nts her(;, \/ho helving tr _.dud fur one.: or tuo shipe used 

to return to Ellilinc.t. If t}w.: h...ld ')e(.;n n.')lo tu st ';'LOrc for sow; time, 

they could heve built 80me proper storehouces. It would 11 v~ cost the Compo 

at le~st 12 or 14 sl~ves in goods, but I should think th~t it would be better 

to make sOllle sll.]..ll expenses than to have to suffer bi G los~os, such as \1e 

had in 1706, \1hen the sore rooms we~e consumed by fire. The King here is 

obliged t according to promises .::md agreements, to uainte. in the lodge, and 
proper 

provide it ~1i tl./tr_oa'~en" or store rt)oms. He dues not offer lees t thun the. t, 

but if one needc something fro~ h im, he keeps o~e w~iting for years. The 

French and t~e ~nglish have t'lercfore decidea to let everything be made 

on their ovn expense by their ovn slaves, and arc in th_t wat provided uith 

proper lodgings and store houses .•. 

PS. I forgot to menti,n th t I sent assist-,n t .lbertu3 d' .ltuna \>lith a cunoe 

full of tradoGoods to Jaquin i n rdra, as t~&t see~s to be a good place for 

trado too, and because trade here \1as at 0; arrival most miderable. I had 

hoped th~t he \lould ')e ~ble to buy t:1ere 'A t le c..c; t Olle t:_ird of the required 

number of slaves, but that trade uaG not ~E favoura~le as I had thought. 

It has ho".'vo1' helped i:'1 th trz..de· ,ut I pe J.'cei ve t~l:: C the ;~ ing of Great 

Ardra is not very pleased \"i th the trade:: in "t'1is I;w,nner, and he demands 

that we come with our ohips directly to his country to trade • There 

i s at the moment no other Compo serv~nt \li~ ~ me i ~ the lodge th...ln assistant 

Drugmans • • • 

Jan de PaaU1t1 to {,ss. of ',Cen, 6t:1 ':; eptember 1 ,'09. 

The "Catharina Christina· arrived here on 23rd Jul y, after hav ing met 

wi th much disorder and adversity. On the orders of President Van l' eesel 

(Cura~ao) 294 Ps. slaves h~ve ~ecn bought on the Upper Canst, aaong th~m 

11 boys ~nd 8 girls, making together 287 Pieces d'lndin, and afterwards 

we have bought for Y.lls. yet 215 Ps. slaves, and Capt. Corn- Boes has there ­

fore bought a total of 509 slaves. He left these roads however with only 

459 heads, because there has bee n ;?,reat lllortali ty auong the ;iina slaves. 

The s l aves are scarce here ao a resul t of the great nrunber of ships coming 

t o t rade here, and one can hardly sell even the best trac1egoods. There are 

at the moment not les3 thun 11 shi ps anchored on the roads bere, and on top 

of t ha t the passages through this country have been closed by the King of 

Ardra t o such an.extent, that hardly a single sl~ve comes through. I have 

t her efore sent one of my gentlemen here with a big canoe with tradegoods by 

sea to Aquin (s i c) i n ILrdr a, whero ve have continued tho trade, and in fact 

the slav~s bought j n t~nt manner conot i tute the majority of those we have 

bought ( l ate l y ) , and othervise I uo~ld hardl y h,vo hcen ao l e to embark more 
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60 or 70 olnves ill L'liG Dhip. Yet, I;he hill(5 of }'ido and hir:; Grandeoo show 

grant discontent about our trade there and they try all thoy can to provent 

us from trading there, clailJing that for this reacon the King of Great Ardra 

is impeding the passage of sl .. ves still more. I objected however, telling 

them that if they could assure me that there would be abundant slaves here, 

that we would then certainly stop our trade there, but that as long as thero 

were so many ships here waiting on the roads and hardly any slaves could be 

got, it \/as my duty to send our ships to those places where th~y can be ;g<?t, 

Ott-'that othenlise I "lQuld have to let this ship c1.epD.Tt ,,,i thout Bls:Ye.~. Things 

being as the;,' are I have therefore continued tho trade in the same manner, but 

I doubt if we could continue for long, because the French and the l~nglish 

instigate the Neiroes to thwart us, and if we would have to retire from here, 

the slave trade would be for some time be in a very bad shape for us ... 

Three slaves escaped by night, and up to now wo have not managed to get them 

back. But the King of ~rdra has sent a messenger to promise us that we shall 

have them 'back. As I can't go myself to Ardra, I must stay content with 

that promise •. " 

NBKG 81; :CL.!ina Journal. 

14th October 1709. (D.-G. Adriaen Schoonheyd) •.. written to En~elgraaff at 

Fida: •.• our Cruiser ;IEva i iaria;; has been so fortunate as to capture a Port­

uguese ship which earlier had ~een captured by a French ship with 20 guns, 

which in its turn was stopped and captured j y Capt, Jan Thomas. This letter 

is to accompany the pl'esent 5 French of f icers , DJ,lOn2 them one Capt. Bertrand 

La Dury, who says that he is a cousin of ~j onsieur D~rouguin, and for that 

reason \'1e have trec.ted him politely , Ci. il d even ,Hoi t ten a little note to 

mentioned D~rouguin, hoping that Y.H . lives i~ a good understanding with 

that Nation •. the rema.ining Frenchmen ",ill be shipped when the next buys 

(,Iherring"boat") leaves for the rio Denyn. 

16th October 1709. l.Jrote to-day a circular letter to the commanders of the 

Upper and Lower Factories: 

Messieurs I ::e have decided to order Y.Rs. not only to continue the slave 

trade with the greatest pos s ible vigour, but also to be careful that the 

slaves will be found to be good and delivrable, each Commander shall have 

to keep the purchased slaves at his factory, till we give orders that they 

be collected. He have made this decision principally because we have the 

intention to send the ship which has beun captured by Capt. Seraat (1) 

within 6 weeks, or at most 2 months with an armasoen of 300-350 slaves to 

Curagao •. , 

22nd October 1709: Received a letter from oppercoQoies Haringh, Accra, in 

anS1rler to ours of ~rest1frday, asl:ing for furthc order concerning the pur­

chase of salt. He also informed us th~t the :)rother of the King of Aquam­

boe had died there, an that he feared that that would not be a good thing 

for the trade. 

24th October l,709: Heceived to-dCljr a lettc:r frau cOL1Dies :i!ob;)erts Ilorre, 

~~~ .. ~t~~t that it was already ten days ago, that the ~raffo of Fantyn had 



-96-

(NDKG 81, cont.) 

left for I\.boru, where he is negotiating with deputies of tho i\quamboese, thE> 

'tJufferse, Commany und Ackanny in order to make war on those of Cabes Terra. 

He asked for gunpowder, in order to sell it against good Fantyn kake.E~E' 

1st November 1709: Recoived a letter fr om commies Norr~, dd. Cormantyn, 30th 

October, informing us that the Fantynse ~re very divided amongst themselves 

about how to distribute the gold which t hey huve received froe the Ackaniste 

in order to begin their war against Cabes Terra .•. 

8th November 1709 : received a let te r from oppe rcommies Haringh, dd. Accra, 

27th October, informing us thu t he had already traded 21 marks, but that 

the Akimse, who had provided (him with) this boon, had left for their country, 

after having learnt that the i\ssjantynse were really at war with them, which 

would also be the reason why not many slaves and tusks were being brought 

down. Also, that he had tho intention to send one of his whitemen to Lampi 

in order to open the trade there , but that the King of Aquamboe had dissuaded 

him to do so, because his mercha ndise might run the risk of being robbed, as 

he (the ~lkwamuhene) was at vlar with the Aquahoeze. 

9th November 1709: from d?, 5th November : ... that he has already purchased 

600 little boxes of salt, but that they will have to be collected a little 

to the leeward of Cran. That he had sent with the yacht go~ng to Fida 19 

male and 7 female slaves, and that he had again 8 men and 5 women in stock. 

10th0November 170': Received from commies d'Outreleau a letter dd. 5th Nov-

ember, Bercoe th9.t the ICing of i\(~uamboe ,vas said to h2.ve the intention of 

ma king war on the Agonnase, and that he has threatened to attack our fort, 

which is at present in a desolate condition, two of its batteries having 

cO'-lii$lsed during the last rains, for ""hich reason he (=?) requested for a 

quanti t y of aliliJuni tion and 4 soldiers. iT e trust that these are just rumours, 

as we don't have any dispute with the King of i\quamboe. 

19th November 1709: received from commies Haringh, dd. i\ccra, 12th November: 

.•. that he had sent one of his whitemen to Ponnie in orde r to trade and in 

order to attract the other Lampi Negroes to that pla ce with some tradegoods, 

to which the I~ ing of Aquamboe had ,"'greed, but the latter did not permit that 

any arms or amr.mni tion be brought thither 

27th November 1709: received a letter, origina lly in French, from Sir Dalby, 

dd. Cabo Corse, 15th October .•..• some traders arrived here, who said that 

they had taken tne road to IiJina, because they had met the boyS of J;>ieter Pasop 

near the place where they make salt, who had told t hem to go to Hina to do 

their trade, and when they objected, they have beaten our trading people very 

badly ... Not long ago I had here some Assjantynse who told me tha t they had 

encountered some of the ir people going from their country to that of the 

'tJufferse, who advised them not to t~~e the Fettu road, telling them that 

they would be captured if they took that I'oad in the country of Abramboe, ac­

cording to what they had been told at ilina; and it has indeed happened, that 

some of these people were captured in orde~ :to prevent them from eoming to us 

and to frustrate t~em so tha t they go to Nina. Y.H. should excuse me if I use 
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Upon whic h we r eplied this evening ••. Concerning the 

Natives of the i n te r i or , I have always t ho ugh t that our mediation and 

exhortQtions towards uni on are preferable tb ~pending a lot i~ wars, as 

has been don e by several of our predecessors, a nd whic h has br ought little 

ad~antage to our Dutch C01,lp.:my. 'rhe Compa ny is a tra ding , and not a war­

making body, and t he r e for e I could not se e ho"r it could be good to arm our­

selves in order t o r e duc e t he Negroes ; a nd if we were to reduce any of t hem, 

it would be the Fantynse, who nowadays ha ve be come r a ther too big, and there­

fore we a re also of the opi n i on t ha t it \-roul d have he e n bet t er if the Sa boe 

state had neve r be en defeated(? " ge-ei'lporte ert il ) by them. The wool' which all 

t h e stD. tes - and D.lllOng t hem t he FD.utynse D.re t he most ]JO\ve rful- D.re now prep­

D.ring D.gainst those of CD.bes 'rerra, is in our opinion qui te jus~ifiD.ble, 

as the CD.bes TerrD.se have virtually invited suc h a ction, because there has 

never been a sta te which has so much thwD.rted the trade everywhere. Person­

ally I weuld ho·wever hot like to involve myself in this ma tte r , a.'1d if Y.II. 

\vere of the SD.me opinion, I am confident., t hat it \\Jould not take long before 

they are defeate d and the trade from that side, principally t hat o f the 

Akanists, will revive. It ma y D.ls o please you t o k now t hat we learnt,by a 

sidewind, t hat t he Ca bes Terrase would be happy to a c cept our mediD.tion, 

but D.S each state se ems in motion in orde r to de feD. t it , we have declined 

such proposals, as we co uld not se e how t h is could D.g~ee with _ b~~ commercial 

interests. 

same date ( 27/11): Te-day our servants r e turned fr om t he AkkD.nists' country, 

in thv company of a group of Ne groes of t ha t na tionality, rathe r in orde r to 

survey the situation thD.n to buy tradegoods, but t hey r eporte d that the 

pre~ents which had l a tely be en sent t o t he principa l pev~~nalities had pleas­

ed them. They D.dded that before long t hey would cume to trade in large num­

bers, but t hat for t he t i me be ing t hey we r e still engaged in a war a gainst 

those of Cabes TerrD.. 

Received also a not e from comm ie s Butler at Ancober, ac coDpa ny ing t he balance 

from the factory Ancober, informing us t hD.t h e had ma de s a les up t o a total 

of 14 marks , 

29th November 1709 : Received a let ter from Engelgraaff, dd. Fida , 8th Nov­

ember: in which he describes the po or condition of t he trD. de there ••• and 

how he has constantly to trD.de i n cODpeti t i on with some 1 2 to 14 other ships . 

he furthermore wrote : In the neutrality treaty it is clearly stipulated, 

that "from these roads no s hips mD.y depart at t he same time as th<Jse of such 

.Nat10n with which the Nation of the tirst menti oned ships is at war , but 

rather tha t t he ir departure s hould be delayed for 24 hours. This was not 

~one by the French COopt. Thomas, who left 14 ho urs afte r the departure of 

our yacht ;:Axim;l. As the French were uu,villing to give me that guarantee, 

I deliberated with the English I'lerchant how ,,!e could in some way compell 

the Frenchman to obey. knovling thD.t ,ve hD.ve t he I( ing, t he Caboceers, the 

Nat;i.ves and other Nations on our f/ide, and also becD.use Caboceer Auferri 

of Popo (who had heard of Ot1r troubles) had of f ered to help us 1rJi th armed 

men in time of emergency, I resolved to send commies De PD.a Uvl, together 
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wi th the )~l1g1 ish second (in coml.1and) t o Popo, in order li to make pala.ve r ll 

with Aufferri on that subject (and to i ns i st) that he should not come down 

with his people before we had written, and tha t in tho mean- time we would 

spread the rumour that he would come down ",ifi th 6 or 700 men in order to 

bring the F~ench to thei~_senses and se e if this would not frighten the 

Nat ives enough to make them compell tho French .to give us satisfa ction . 

This proved to 0e as successful as int ended, bec ccuse when we tdlD.d the Capt­

ains Carter and Agou that we did not have the least differend with them, the 

Kirig or the Fidase, but rather with the French, and only asked their assist­

ance in preventing the French from ruining us a nd this country (they seemed 

to agree). Ve also told them, that if the French would not be willing to 

grant us the safe departure of our s11ips , Q.fid. m~ntioriedThor:lC.1_s Vlore to 

oapturo any of thm'-1, we. _lIIQuld_scck' :ce:dress l:Jore with violenco .. -But by raid­

night iii r-eceived tho fateful news that the 11 soetondael ;: had been taken by 

mentioned Thomas a little to the .lind"lard of Great Popo, and this after-

noon 4 men of the mentioned boat arrived here, having escaped in a sloop. 

This afternoon the boat was sent up to t he roads here , and anchored between 

two tther Frenc h ships. So far I haven't received a single sign f rom thom, 

but I have gone to ilons. Derouguin in order to cla im it from him. He said 
hovever th ::d; he heed not yet he·:::>.rd fr on the boc..t e ither, The King and Carter 

say thut they will convinco the French, with or without vi olence to release 

the boat. Il ith the English Me rchunt I have made an agreement (us in such­

like cases I USSR hiLl too) thut provisionally he will blockade the road to 

the beach, so thc..t neither goods nor sla ves will travel eith~r way and the 

entire trade comes to a st~ndstill, and if it is really necessury we shall 

make usc of Afferry's pe ople , but in first insteenc e Capt. Carter has request­

ed qs not yet to try that . .• 

NBKG 59, \JIC- Lettors frma the Guinea Coast . 

P. Huyts to Ass. of Ten, ElElina \ 25th rby 1707. 

I have learnt that tha Ehglish General i s go i ng to [lako a contract with 

the Portuguese fron Erazil allowing them to trade freely on this Coast, and 

to providechem "Ii th Fida slaves, if they pay 3 ~ per man and 40 Angels per 

WOLlan i n excellent Brazilian go ld , The General has also sent one of his 

Chicf-~erchants, Mr. Blindey, to Bra~ il ; he is expected back soon, 

On 26t h February I received a letter froe coalies Haringh, Accra, that the 

English had corrupted a pagan Baal ' s priest (sici) to burn down Dutch Accra . 

. •• \Ie have ta..l(en SOIll~ gold out of Portuguese ships, ,Jecause vie were inform­

ed by a Portuguese that His iiajes t y of Portugal had sent a proclaraation to 

Dra~il i n which H. II. forbids all his subjects there, on penalty of death, to 

send any Brazilian ninorals t o this part of the world, ordering them to bring 

then straight to Portugal. 

Those peo~le of Fida have be cone so rich of the trade which they have carried 

on over the past years \ii tn all :Gl'.l"Opean llat i ons , that th51Y can just set our 

lodge afire and lea ve the cridinals who did it free, even going to the extent 
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of accusing our servo.n tG . \/ 0 need t ho r o fore 0. good Opporcommies who is able 

to take such things up wi th thu King nnd hi s Grande es and who can decide 

when to s end the ships to Appo. or to keep theo o.t Fida, depending on the 

political conditions in tho area. 

Meanwhile, the King of Fido. ho.s sen t two messengers hither, who arrived on 

15th Novembe r lo.st yenr, a nd \'1ho cm.!o t o Grea t us in t he nDJ;1e of their King 

and his Grandees. They o.sked UG to per 5uade t he rang of Aquamboe to send a 

big canoe to Fi<la ill orde r to collect a big quo.ntity ( ;;partyll) of gifts 

which t hey hnve prcparo d fo r hifi! . 1: i t h these tho} hope to change the bad 

ideaR which t ho. t King ho.s conceived o.bout t hem, t ho Fidase, into a good 

friendship. The iC i ng of :F ida (thus) l'wving Bufficiently sh0\1n his weakness, 

we decided not t o let this c llo.nce slip by , a m'. so \. e sent those aJ:lbassadors 

in the compa ny of one of our own s e rvnn t s on 23rd Novembo r to Accra. They 

found tho King of Aquo.oboe near our fort, and we caused Pieter Pasop -who is 

a brother-in-lav{ of t ho IC ing of Aquru:lboo- to convince hio to treat the Fida 

envoys a bit roughly and to repre sent our i n t e r ests to them. We also sent 

two of our eer"ants with the Akwumboe o.nd Fido. envoys going to Fida, having 

prora ised the Aquamboe envoy a recoGpe nsation if he represente d our interest 

to tha t King our i n t er est ~y speo.king to hi e i n o.n unfriendly mo.nner in the 

name of his nlo.ster • . . 

Hheneve r English s hips fr OG! Jamaico. or Barbados ar r ive here, our slave trade 

virtually CODes to a halt ; even if one po. id 3 ¢ per hea d, it wo uld be diffic­

ult to get any . 

\lIC 41 ; Secret IIinutes of the Tlesolutions of the Asser.1bly of Directors, 
meeting ~l the Chaober Amste rdam. 

12th November 1708; .• , :CxaIJined this yeo.r' s pe t itions fo r oerchandise from 

the Guinea Coast, and it VIas found, t ha t among those goods required are 

60,000 lbs cOVlries. As t he r e quired cowries s hould ce r tainly be sent to 

the Coast 1 and on to p of th". t 0. c e r to. in quw'1.t i t y of co\vries .rill be needed 

for the Ardra slave s hips, and as o~ the oc casion of the expected auction 

of t~e East Indian Coopany t hey will to 0.11 appearances be sold at lower 

prices than by private oerchants , t he members are unanimously of the opinion 

that these cowries s hould ,=> e '.J ought i roI:l t he Eas ·c I ndian COr.1p. But as the 

Treasury of the Noble Coc p. could at present not carry the~expense of the 

monies needed for the purchase of suc h cowries, the lion. Members of the 

Assembly ';Iere socended out if the y t:1ight bo inclined to buy some cowries 

on their own accognt for the Noble Coup •• o. on \<Ihich two gentlemen came 

forward, and offered each to buy 25,000 Ibs ••• 

12th April 1709; • .• Yesterday afternoon Pensionary Heynsius came to speak 

about the introduction of slaves by this Compo into the Spanish Indies, once 

King Charles III Vlill be esto.blished as Monarch of Spain. Ve had in that 

connection sought the support of the lion Pensionary, and as he promised us 

such support, it was ·resol ved to g,o and thanl~ him officially for his good 

offices •.• Those who Were commiseioried to 4buthat, reported that the Hon. 
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Pensionary ;1ad read out to thom in secret a letter fron: Hr. V~bergen, 

'rh<dr Iliglllilie;htinesscs' Envoy to the Court of the Queen of Great Drit£lin, 

insinuo.ting that the Royal African C01:lpany of J~ngland would bo compelled 

to abandon its trade on tho Coast of Guinea, and that Their lions. might 

inclined to sell Their fortresses on the ruentiuncd Coast to the Dutch \lIC 

or any other persons, because the mentioned English Company would not be 

able to get any profit out of the trade on th~t Coast . . • Upon which it was 

resolved, as this case seemed entirely new to tho Gentlemen Commissioners, 

that each of theD should give knowledge of this to their respective Prin­

c i pals \li th due secrecy. 

16th April 1709 ; 

lir. Bor~s Van \laveren, delegate on behalf of the Assembly of Ten, reports 

that he has had a meeting with Pensionary Heynsius, who has promised to 

send instructions to tho Dutch Envoy to the Spanish Court of H.M. Charles 

III . It wC'..s resolved to request iir. Dorss Van \l aver en to go and greet 

lir. Heynsius before his departure from The Hague, and to entertain mention­

ed Hr. Heynsius once l!lOre on the subj ect of the free trade for the Company 

",ith the _Spanish in the 'Jest Indies ••.• 
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