m OF GUINEA) 16&)-17“)

3 mi.m of letters and papers
- collected in the Algemeen Rijks Lrchief
~~ (4mA), State Archives of the Netherlands

- at The Hague.

A. Van Dantzig

'~ PART I: 1680-1710.

(Abbreviations: WIC: Archives of the Second
Gencral Chartered Vest

By Indian Company (1674

E 17 1791)

o ! - NBKG: Archives "llederlandsche

v _ Bezittingen ter Kuste van
i . Guinea" (Dutch Possessions
¥ : on the Coast of Guinea)
ﬁﬁu‘ A * VWIS: "Collectie Verspreide Vest
R -4 Indische Stuklken' (Collect~-
AR e : ion Various Vlest Indian

i w Papers)

' “ bl! translations are in an abridged form, and certain words
T % (chief factor),"ondercomaies’(sub-factor), ‘makelaer"
“Illll.‘l" (slave-load) are left in Dutch, because there is no
for them in English. Other words, umml items of
un~-translated (e.g. "nepten’, ‘plathiljos” (kinds of cloth)
(llill beads) etc. because an exact translation has not been

are as nuch as possible abbreviated: o.g.
banre': "“Y.Hs." (Your Hondurs), T.Hs. (Their Hons.)
oot Zdelagtbare: "“H.H.; Y.E.” (Kis Honour, Your Excel~-
tly employed title of the Dutch Governor:

. ‘D-dﬂ.“t (Direcor-General) .

Legon, 1971.
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Bfiort Memoir on Trade within the Present Limite of the Cherter of the VI
?;unic. Arcli. Rotterdam, "Handel n®. 83) in: S.Van Brakel: Bene Memorie
over den Handel der WIC, omstreeks 1670)
Between Cape Las Palmas and Cape Lahoue is the Tooth Coast, where

one finds nothing but elephants' teeth. From Cape Lahoue to Assiné ie
the Quaqua Coast, where one finds nothing Hut quaqua cloth, which is

| sold to the Negroes in excahnge of gold on the Gold Coast ...
.+ The Comp. used.to have a small fort in Ipuira ... and a stone redoubt
on the other side of the river ... and a ferry, where it used to levy
tolls.

We had a lodge from time to time at Commany, but the Dlacks often quarrel-

ed with us, because, although these people have sold the beaches of the
entire Kingdom to us, they allow the linglish as well as the French to
build lodges on the beach. In such cases the General mostly closes the
paths from Commany to the Castle d'Ilmina, which sometimes cools the
natives down, but sometimes not, and consequently they are constantly
troublesome. There is little trade.

«ss A lodge has been established at Anomaboe, without any jurisdiction,
but to keep others away, and also to trade, in the devs that the English
had the fort at Cormantyn. ... the same at Adia, but during the English
war it fell into the hands of the IEnglish, who still have it...
Cormantyn: ... since the Company has been in possession of it, there is
little trade, because of the troubles with the natives. Theré is no
juri&diction attached to it ...

dAeccra: ... the King entertains tlhere all Hations, but the inglish have

32C JLl

no possession there.
Ardra: ... the Company has there a lodge, and it is so big, that it looks
like a big village. lLvery year we buy there 2,500 to 3,000, sometimes
even more slaves. Phe Baglish an’ the French also have lodges here, and
they are also doing their best. The King is tributary to the King of
Beain.
Rio Benyn: ... the Company has there g lodge in the great city of Benyn.
Nothing but Bemyn~cloth for the Negroes is hought thcre. The whites are
so much in esteem there, that nobody wouvld dare to harm them, or even
touch them with a finger, on peyalty of death. The Directors send there
twice or thrice a year a:xaég%%§to collect the cloth, wihich is sold down
to Cape Lopes. In Rio Camerones, Rio del Rey and Calabry we have no
possessions on shore. The negroes who are bought in that area are bad
_and‘siubborn, and offen kill themselves. They are excluded from the
Spanish Contract.

- Ve have & capitéi poésession at Loango in Angola, in the form of'a lodge
,f:v manned by a factor; it is subject to the Blacks, but there and in the

R
i

 sub~5ta%ibﬁ% the Company buys annually about 3,000 negro-slaves.
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was able to bring 10,000 men into the (battle-)field within two weeks,

< and always pretends that he shall drive the Portuguese out of Loando
St.Paolo (sic), if only we were to assist him with ships. Furthermore
we have some small lodges, like tlie ones at Malemba and G'oy. NMuch
ivory and copper is also oififered ...

he particular Chambers of the Company are responsible for the follow-

ing areas: 1. Chamber Amsterdam: Cabo Verde, with its main-lodge on the
igland Goedereede (Corée), and minor tradcposts on the continent, on the
cape, Pourto Dalié (Portendick?), Refisco (Rufisque), Sjouale (Joal), etc.
There is one Chief-merchants, there arc two or more sub-factors and 3 ork
assistants, as well assa garrison of about 100. There are two forts on
Goedereede, the upper and the lower one. It was only during the Second
English War that a well was..found in the upper-fort. There is trade in
hides, wex and ivory. Therc are alsoc some Negroes offered for sale;
they are of the bhest quakity, and the blackest of the whole of Africa,
but they are dear and rare. 2. The Chamber Zealand is responsible for
the trade of Argyn (Arguin) and the surroundings of Cape Blanco. There
is a chief-merchant and a gtafi of about 25. lain articles of trade:
ostrich-feathers and gum. The Zealanders try to revive fishery. The
fish is dried and brought to the Canary Islands.

3,.Chamber Maze (Rotterdam): Rio Sierra Lione. Trade in ivory and dye-wood.
The Company has once considered establishing a coclony there, but like

the rest of West Africa, it is too

thy there. We onece nad a lodge
there, but it has been abandoned. L. Chamber Friegland & liorthern Quarter:
the Grain Coast; the Company has no forvs or Llodges there. Little trade,
but sometimes profitable. 5. Chamber Stad 2 Lande (Groningen): the Gambia;
since the English War, the Tnglish have built forts at the mouth of the
river, and keep it closed to us.

ARA; Rademacher Arch. o.507 Heerman Abramsy to Assembly of Ten, 23rd.’
Hovember 1679 (written after his retumn)

.0e In the territory of the King of Aguaffo we have a lodge at Little
Commany, which was erected in 1038. But we have ahandoned that lodge
2 several times and re-occupied it, like the linglish have done since they
started competing with us ian that area. At Chama we have a small fort,
where we get some gold from ﬂdomg Eﬁﬁga and Tjuffer. At Sekondi too, the
» English have crept in, in spite Sg tie promises to the contrary, the
natives have allowed this. At Taccorary, wheee we also have a lodge, the
trade is meagre, because the natives keep their gold to themselves till
foreign ships show up ... quite-confrary to their earlier promises they
trade every day with English, Portuguese and other ships, and so we have .

decided in 1678 to abandon this lodge. The ilnglish have abandoned theirs

v

: ~ ' s o .
in 1050y we left that place to avoid the payment of market-, ships'-~

and year-gifts which ye had prounise” +o those of Taccorary, if they traded

exclusively with us. Ue also thought that it might serve as a waraing to
their neighbours. v



at Axem, Saccondee and Chama.

& place of considerable value, ... because the surrounding
'§§9§1§§4ﬁEVe to come there to put before the factor of the Company

all their litigations ... if we lost it, the entire trade of the
area would be lost to us ... therefore this place should always be
provided with a proper 'chiefl (EEEEEESSEE = supervisor, leader),
who is experienced with the jurisdiction and customs of those blacks.
At Cabo Cors the Company established first a lodge in 1638 on the
request of the inhabitants. It was quietly maintained by the Comp-
any till 1647, but in that year the English, seducing the natives
with gifts, have illegally intruded, and acquired posséssiofi of .a
lodge there. We even saw ourselves compelled, because of the ill-
behaviour of the blacks, to abandon the place in 1648, but the Eng-
| lish who, in the aforesaid manner had crept in, have only been able
: to keep it for a short while, as those of Futtu in 1650 dedicated
their land and beach to one Hendrick Caerlof, for the account of the
Crown of Sweden, who has also built there a good stronghold and
carried on a prosperous trade, till 1658. when the aforesaid Caerlof
has ... robbed the aforesaid Swedes of that place and brought it
under the Crown of Denmark. But later on those of Futtu have taken
it from the Danes and given:it in 1663, by agreement, to the Comp-
any; the latter also has possessed it only for one year, as it has
been sold and transferred by its garrison to the Inglish, who have
much reinforced and extended it ... Tredericksbhorg officially still
‘is a Danish possession, but it is badly cared for, and it has not
received an& gupplies since more than 6 years. DBut they maintain
it for their private profit, and they not only provide the inter—
lopers to get their needs, but also the Portuguese who come to the

Coast. The latternot only frrely anchor on those roads, but the

A English Royal Company also carries on doing no small trade with

”‘ them. Through their sﬁﬁg@le they invarisbly manage to sell their
‘ﬁ{gnsﬂs with 25% profit to the King (o£/R8rtugal) , which enables them
! xa apend ‘a lot, through the wntp*medlary of those Danes on those of
Tut in brﬂsr to continue. This is a2 matter which Y.H. and the

va; Gbmuany.shauld.no longer allow to happen, as it
of the trade of both.
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the Acannists. e thecrefore must maintain our fort there; the
¥ aeifﬂlof maintenance could however be reduced. One mile below
Moﬁée‘bagins the Fantyn country, at a village called Angesiang,
‘where the lnglish had statted to build a stone stronghold in the
years 1688 - '55, but at present it is in e delapidated state.
Afterwards that place has been presented to the I'rench and others
s to establish there a lodge, but so far nolody seems to have become
@7 really interested. Ve do hovwever fear that that may happen one of
: these days.
Annemaboe has been dedicated to the Compeny by the Iantyn Braffo in
1638 or '39, and thus belongs to us, but we have left it "fallow",
in order to avoid trouble with the Unglish. This in spite of the
written contract the Compony made in 1624 with Braffo Ambroo, reser-
ving the whole coast of Fantyn to the Dutch. Dut that treaty has
proved ineffective: the Swedes first built there in 1651 a thatch-
{ and-mud lodge, vhich afterwards was reconstructed in stone and
taken over by the Danes in the same way as Cabe.Corso and other
formerly Swedish possessions. In April 1659 it was transferred

by those so-called Danes to the Noble Company, which kept it till

it was treacherously taken by the English on 19th June 166l, at a
time everytihing secmed at peace.

Adia, & Mina fishing village, is situated hali-way betvween Annema-

" boe and Cormantyn. The iloble Company built there in 1647 (in res-
ponse to the challenge vosec by the Inglish, who in spite of our
strong protests procecded with the huilding a lodge next to ours

on the Cabo Corso) a stone lodge, which was called ""Good Hope''.

For a considerable time it was one of the most famous trading-
places along the Fantyn beach. DBut the English pretended that

the Fantyn beach had becn dedicated to them, with the exclusion

of other nations, and thcy constantly caused trouble, till on

12th June 1664 ther treacherously took it, during peace-time, and
destroyed it. DBut later, after having lost their fort at Cormantyn,
they took Adia and Annemabvoe again in possesniocon.

The fort at Cormantyn was built by the Bnglish in 1638 ... and taken
by the Dutch in 1665, as a epecial revenje against Francis Selwyn,
who had taken ths lodges at Annemaboe and Adia. Although the Eng-
lish have since that time spent a‘lotJprihe Fant'ns in order to

get the fort back ... it all las Lesn in vain.

After Fantyn comes the country of Aéﬁinae s+ Wwhich has an easy

approach (from the sea) and would ofi:r good opportunities for trade,

2 but because of th: rowdiness of its inhabitants, who seem to prefer
. to make war rathsr than to trade, there is little gold trade. It

%_a&d@d that slaves can eazsily be obtained there. In the

A'. the Prlvate Trade and in tlhi' carly days of the Company there

: ) ‘1n Great and Little Barku, which stretch all the

‘but now that trade has bheen totally diverted to

V Campany has aa far nat built any lodge



also because the Fnglish, who have a lodge at Vienba, would doubtlessly
take this a s a cause for dispute
Craa, on the beach of the Craa-country, has been since long a regular
trading place of this Coast, in spite of its bad harbour. Up to 1647

s

our ships used continuslly teo do.their trade on the sea, but in that

year the whole beach and the trade -—with the exclusion of all other

GiE

nations—~ has been dedicated to the lloble Compaany by

he Xing, who
consented to our building a fort there, and so in that same year a

good stone lodge, 'Crévecoeuri’, was established. The successor of
mentioned King has confirmed our possession there, anot, however, withaut
having received from us considcrable gifts, soime of which are still

paid to him at regular intorvals. But the Accrase, who like it seems to

be ‘the anature of all the blacks, only stick to their promises as long

as they see advantage and so tihey have in 15648 welcomed the

Inglish, as well as the

mentioned Caerlof, on bthe account of Sweden, to
whom they gave the permission te build a lodge at Orsoe, which was
given to the Dancs in 1658, ancé in 1659 to the Company, which has only
kept it till 1661, in whick year the natives with the use of violence

pave it to another kind oi Danes wic had receuntly come to the Coast.

se0a Behind Attty lies the great countiy of Accanién, which is partition-

ed in three main-parts: to the North o
BN

Hy
o
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in she dnterior of Elminz
the Akkanists are called Crysakecse, in the interior North of Cormantyn

are the Cocoriteese and behind Craa are the [kimse Akkanists. Besides

fl1

Aecanién follow, the gold-rich coun

ot Adances

afoe and St.Zocco,

which is rich with nmines. Adance: trades mostly with the Cocoriteese

cr

Agcanists, as it is situated closest to ticm. Due te their mutual

fidelity they have occasion Ulieir wares to Adancee, and conseq-

uently the Cocoriteecse Acca most gold. Tafoo trades with
Adancee, of which they arc a little afraid. St.Zocco, which is richer
with mines, sticks to a fixed rule, that forbids other nations to

tread into their territory in ordecz to spy on it or to make war on it.
They do their trade outside, in a forest whiicl. is made into a market,
where those of Adancee, Tafoo and otiwer trading places render themselves,

putting down their gold, wih tiz weigi 't or the price on top; then they

give a signal and go away. ‘ihen tlhose of Zac.ot come to view the gold,
and put down as mucz as ticr want to pive. forl 4t aﬁﬁxﬁﬁg aside the
rest, thus putting their goods for sale, and then they give a signal and
leave. Then the others come again, and give a sign if the goods please

them, and leave again. Then those of St.Zocco come again, and pay what
they like, and let lie that on which is too much weight. They go away,
and don't return before toey foreigners come to collect their goods and
(what remains of the 2) gold, and aftevwards each

ex goes his own way:; it
is said, that behind that country unitemen are living I think they should

be Mooes. (It is also szid that) mast of the gold ig sent in that direction.
From this description Y.I. can eagily see how easily this area can be
penetrated by anybody who wants to trade, and how easily this trade can be

s%oppeﬁ by the disputes vhich tlic netives hove every now and then in the
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interior, and which are started on the slightest pretext.

The Accanists, who are real traders, used to trade in all these areas,
and they alone controlled all trade, travelling with large numbers of
slaves to camry their goods througi all those places. But as a result
of the wars which the blacks so often start for trifling reasons, this
trade is suddenly stopped . . th: passages are closed ... and especially
since rifles and gunpowder have becn introduced, things have become much
*worse, the natives having become much more war-like. ... Consequently
the whole Co&st has come into a lind of state of war. This has started

in the year 1658, and gradually this has

gone so far, that none of the
passages could aanymorc be used, and none of the traders could come through.
This has caused considerable damage to the last Compeny, the more as
its liabilities did not diminish; and this would have destroyed it
much earlier, if it had not been for the continued slave trade. Slaves

swere very easy to get by, on the Gold Coast, because of the wars. In
Arder, on the contrary, the slave trade was entirely stopped because
of war. Therefore ¥Y.H. have done well to try -when assuming authority
in this New Company- to bring this long lasting war finally to an end
and to revive the trade. I have alsc done my utter best, when on duty
in that land, to put Y.H.'s good intention into execution, and it has
pleased to the Allmighty God tc bless our labours and attempts, -if not
entirely, at least for a good part; V.il. may be content with the
fact that not only the Accarists have come to an agreement with their
encmies and have brought other traders with them, so that the trade
has again become as considerable as it wes during the years 1676-178
during my last stay on the Coast, and all appearance seecms to be that
it will continue, it also secms even to increase since I have made
Adom, Wassa, Tiuffer and other states introduce a new market on every
Friday, on which all merchandise is Dbrought, and of which the good
fruits could already be seen hefore my last departure from the Coast.

For this trade, in order to continue it &n the various tradeposts

of the Company, L have left for my successor goods to a value of about
400,000 florans, whiclh with new supplies coming, we may expect to
produce good returns for the vear 16380.

In order to resist successfully the interloners and others, we think

it advisable ... that the Company maintain continuously a legger (stat-

¢t

ionary ship) or good yocht off Assinee and Abinee with a ca;gé of
current tradegoods. This yacht may also sail up to Cabo La Hoe, were
most ivory is brought (of which the interlopers generally take 10, 15,
or even 20,000 lbs, and take at Assinec and Abinee in 10 to 14 days
not less than 40 to 50 Marks of gold).(sic) Therc are interlopers who

do their entire trade on the Upner Coast, and since the blacks on the )

Upper Coast and in Surroundingz areas wait for the arvival of such ships

because they sell their merchandise for a better priee than we do, it

should be advisable that we set our prices first in such a way, that

the interlopers can no more successfully compete with us.



‘well that they are not allowed
"uut . -m*il‘e fast or W-ea'h of

ﬁf"@iéﬂ. No proper care is taken of the slaves, and they are
ly treated, that they take those people so evil that they don't
ﬁéﬁﬂ sorrow themselves to death. TYet, if they are well cared for
 captains, who let them sing and dance every day and let them be
A they stay quite healthy, and therefore it is highly advisable
‘jnsg only well-experienced people for this (trade).

Je used to trade (every year) about 7 to 8 months in the Bight,

ich did not produce more than about 5 to 6,000 lbs of ivory; but
'Ennw, with proper cargoes, the cepteins return after 4 or 5 months with
: L R0 125 15, even 20,000 1bs of ivory. We suffer however of a shortage
I of ships (for this trade), so I beg you to increase our fleet with two
yachts for this purpose, each long 64 ft., equipped with 10 to 12 men
and 4 to 6 small guns ... a factor should be sent there with the ships,
and, if possible, reside therec.

Concerning Angola., or the Southern Coast of Africa, where the Noble
Company has had for many years, and still has, a goocd lodge at Loango,
we cai state that &wery year 30,000 1bs of ivory and also a great quant-
ity of red copper used to be bought, but this trade has much declined
as 2 result of the negligence and rapacity of the factors ... there are
many traders among the Angola blacks, who will not think any trouble too
pgreat to meke some profit. ... if the Company were to require more
slaves, it could get from there every year 4 to 5 ship-loads, and for
this purpose lodges could be established at Lemba and in Zonje, but

%
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special care should be talken, that the Company employ there, as on the

Gold Coast, only pious and good factors.
. The garrisons of the forts and lodges could “e limited, in time of
good peace, to 120 men, besides the people needed for commerce and to

it and floored it with big squarc stones. I also made of yellow
m; ; Similar to thc one we have here in the yard of the
centre of which has been put a sun-dial. I also

nigbfa;;gate of stone, without doors, which
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on one side, and of a room for the Factor on the other. In the centre
is ‘a Hall or Square for the Blacks, where they can walk or sit; on top
of the platform are placed U4 little iron guns, in order to ward off

eventualities from the side of the llegroes. Tue fort ie garrisoned by

one Factor, one Assistant and sir soldiers.

The lodge at Little Commeny is made of wood and thateh, and surround-
ed with a fence. In Arder, Rio de Benyn and Angola there are no forts,
but good strong lodges with houvses atteched to them, built in the
manner of the land with wood and clay, and can thercfore be maintained
by the factors with litile costs.

e e -

WIC 831; Special Memorandum & Instruction for Heerman Abramsz, Director-

General of the Coast of Africa in Guinea, April 1675.

veees Art. 4: The Director-Cencral should consider whether certain forts
or lodges could be abandonecd, in order to reduce costs on the Coast of
Guinea, without running the risk that others might take them.

Art. 5: The Director-General should try to live in good friendship and
peace with the natives, but also try to help them as much as possible
to prevent the outbreak of war among them, so that the passes and roads
are not unduly blocked ...

ess Art. 113 The Directors of this Company once more wish to stress the
rule that servants of this lioblc Company arc uol supposed to possess
gold privately in aay considcrabl: quentitr.

evs Art, 16: +(He) slould try to coanvince the natives, with sweetness
or with harshness, whatever mavy .2 recuired, that onee they belong to
our trading-stations they slhould not trade with foreign ships, and in
that way hamper our trade.

Art., 17: ... in particular witi the King of Ardra he should endeavour

to stay on good terms, in order to continue the slave trade ... as well

"as with other Kinges whose frieadship he may consider useful in this

.

respect.

Art. 18: He should charge those Tactors who buy slaves to apply their
utmost diligence in acquiring slaves of the guality which has heen
specified in the Contract with Don Antonio Garcia.

Art. 19: He ghould also admonish those whio are charged'with the transport
of these slagggtﬁ%o tal:e proper care of them, whether they are healthy

or sick ... the surgeons in particular should be well provided with
medicines against the runs (Dysentry) and othzr deseases.

- 8 e

@a by the Direetors of the !IIC to the States-General, 16th
; ;

. with the intention of attacking Dutch ships.

1 A -ghla
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| with J.B.Liefrinck for the execution of a secret design to extract witlh
-' cost gold from earth and send which may be invisibly contained
.tﬁl‘it «s+ He, Liefrinck, by resolution of 2ith January 1674 of the
mt WIC, now hes the position of veputy Commisszioner on the Coast
§ of Guinea, with a salary of 150 florins permonth, starting from the
>burront month, for the duration of 12 months
... he shall present himself to the Director-General at Elmina, who
}1.;5ﬁlll help him in all his endeavours. ... le shall collect samples of
.v'&ind and earth from all parts of the Gold Coast where he expects to
" find such gold to be contained irn it. The best samples he shall send
to the Netherlands, or bring them himself. Ile shall particularly
id@ply himself to get samples from the Province of Iguira which is

; believed to be rich in gold. ... Vhen communicating secret matters,
" he shall make use of a secret alphabet, of which the key shall be
‘oatra;ted to three persons. ... ilis personnel shall consist of one

bcfiﬁi’inﬂfane or two persons with experience in the opening (sic) of
*Esjosits; sands and shores of rivers and other bhodies of water ...
'*tb is to be understood that the Gold-rich Rivers of Axem have become
»‘§nsseasion of the Portuguese because the ave bought them from
ﬁmldk natives at the time that ther were owners of Elmina Castle

~ The Assembly has resolved that:
v“'t‘.hat MWugut to furinam do not at the
i Thnt prﬁﬂa ot 2,000 1bs of sugar per Piera de
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WIC 40;.(Secret Mins. Ass. of X)

18th June 1678. TFrom the examination of the evidence concerning

the affairs of the Island of Goereec as from the moment that a French
squadron under the command of Admiral Count d'Istrée has arrived in
that area ... it has appeared that Pieter Hoppensack, the Chief (Com-
mander), has on the whole failed to take the precautions which a
vigilant Chief should have talen in such a situation. He has handed
over the island without having properly consulted a council-of-war,
furthermore, mentioned iloppensack, in stead of remaining within
the fortress with which he had been entrusted, has gone outside and
has rendered himself on hoard of the before mentioned Count's ship ...
and has not (even) attempted to do bis duty in safeguarding the
Company's ships or most valuable merchandise on land ... It hterefore
has been resolved not to pay the arrears of the emoluments of the
mentioned Ioppensaclk, and that he shall never again be accepted in

the Company's Service...

14th September 1678. Having deliberated on the subject of B. Hoppen-
sack, ... it has becn resolved ... to let him receive the payment of
one half of his earned salary, to forgive him for his omissions and
negligence ... and have therefore declared null and void the resol-

Een of Loth June ..«

1hth September 1678. ... has becn read to this .ssembly the Agreement
by which this Company obliges itself to pay to the Gentlemen substit-
utes of the deputies of Don Juan Barroso del Poso a commission of

one Piece of Bight out of every 120 or out of every 1074 rcespectively
according with certain Conventions or Contracts which this Company

has made for the delivery of Negro slaves. It has been demonstrated
to this Assembly how Ilis Excellency Lmmanuel de Lira, Special Envoy

of H.M. the King of Spain nas been willing to promote from time to
time the affairs in counection with the Slave Trade in the Kingdom

of Spain as well as in this country and how due to his good offices
and diligence many of thc obstacles wiich existed and ipterrupted the
mentioned trade have been removed, with the result that on 24th lMarch
of this year finally the above mentioned two Conventions or Contracts
could be made between the Deputies of Don J épggfroso del Poso on the
one side &hd the WIC on the other, the one c%ﬁcerning the Negro-slaves
who are still waiting on the Island Curagao and the other concerning

a number of 3,000 other Pieza de Indiz ilegro slaves, and therefore it
has been resolved to let Ilis lixcellency draw the earlier mentioned

one Piece of Hight out of every 120 or 107+ respectively. Similarly,
it has Dbeen decided to let the loble ilanuel de Belmonte, Count Palatine
of the Holy Roman Empire and Resident on behalf of .M. of Spain in
the United Netherlands draw the same commission, in recognition of
his good offices to the promotion of the slave trade. ...

Nt o 1 3t



of f mﬁ'ﬁ ApFAL L1660,
of this Pﬁaaiding Chamber are of the

the free trade at Cabo Verde, it might be
send some presents and to issue a written act of

frae trade for the Klng of France ... by which

£ 16.013, - for 500 Ps. from Ardra
16400 . — for 500 Ps. from Angola
2L L00, - for 300 Ps. from Cabo Verde

E %%éuireé merchandise for the puréhase of 250 - 300 Negro-slaves in
-%he Rio Calabry ... has further been resolved to dispatch from here
two small frigates for the ccllection and transfer of 250 - 300 pieces
lNezro-slaves from L1 lina to Curagao, with a crew of 34 and provisions

and medecine for 500 slaves ...

14th October 1680
«.. before the end of this year 1680 the following slave-trading

3 voyages are to be made:

r: by the Chamber Zealand is to be equipped a vessel with merchandise to
J the value of f1 32,000 to Ardra, and two with merchandise to the
value of f1 20,000 each, to Elmina and Arguim respectively;:

by the Chamber Anmsterdam: two to Ardra with merchandise to the value
U of f1 30,000 each, and one to Cabo Verde with merchandise worth
f1 20,0003
by the Chamber “Stad & Lande': two to Angola, with merchandise worth
£ 30.000 each. Iiaking = total of Fl 212,000, for which should be
%A ._ééﬂght about 6,000 slaves.
T
iay 1684
g has been agreed to send to the Director Jan Van Brpecum, ¢f Curagao,
- . '.‘etter, inforuing him that the strict prohibition for anybody

Sganish Coast. to come to Curagao, or for anybody fwom Cumacao




’ﬁfairs .

3. He should produce an account and the relevani papers concerning

the latter’s administretion since the death of Commies Long

:'ﬁ,:ﬁe should order mentioned Bruyningh to meke an inventory of the

possessions left by the deceased Long, like gold, silver, clothes,
jéwels or other credit, and in particular check if any of the deceas-
ed's effects have already been removed from there.

6. He has the strict order to buy all the civet-cats which may be

for sale in that area for the account of the lNoble Company, and to
send them on board of the passing zlave-ships to the Island of Curacao...
7. ... and it is hereby strictly forbidcen to him to buy any such cats
for his private account ...

1l. ... in order to discover more easily acts of private trade, all
merchandise being sent to .irdra will be marked with a special sign,
apart from the one commonly put on such merchandise by the Company,

by means of an iron-mark Lurnt i all hoxes, barrils and other con-
tainers, and all goods which will be found withoot this sign should

be confi®ated by him on behalf of the Company

1. In case any interloper ships, fitted out in this ecountry, but
sailing on the commisszion of foreipgn Potentates, arrives on that Coast,
in order to do there, contrary to the express text of our Charter,
their forbidden trade, he should by all poscible means try to get
informations about them, from where the: have come, who are the

owners of these ships, what are thc names of the shins and their
captains, what kind of trade the; are engaged in, and vhere else they
have been trading or are going tu trade, so that with these inform-

g&aans we may proceed against them in this country ...

vis- ﬁg should endeavour to give detziled information about the

number of slaves vhich is there comimon’y available, about the modes
w thet trade could Le furthered...

fagimg slaves, he should pay specia1 attention to their



in ﬁwt‘iouﬂar encourage the llatives as much as possible
te rice, ﬁhieh would be extremely useful for the Company.

Ardra, by Nic. Sweerts, Elmina, 8th December 1685.

 Arriving in Ardra, Y.5. should send the Ondercommies Cornelis Arebergh
i'an shore in a canoe with 5 rowers, in order that he convince the
Fidalgo that he send COndercommies Steven Van der Llst on board (of
your ship). As soon as you have that Ondercommies on board, you
should send h&m here on board of the barque, but before Y.E. goes
ashore yourself, the barque should be out of sight from Ardra. ... if
the Fidalgo refuses to send Ondercommies Van der £lst on board of
your ship, Y.E. should tell him, that Y.E. has the order to return
. with him, and that the Noble Company shall ngver again send any ships
| to Ardra, as he seems to desire to protect thieves of the Company,
5 and that the Company could very well build a lodge at Poppo or at
J Fida, which would be the ruin of his land. If the Fidelgo remains
adamant, 7.H. should tell the captain of the slave-ship that is
lying there off-shore to sail to Fida. Onee you have arrived on the
Fida Roads you should repeat the above message to him. But by the
time he (i.e. the captain of the earlier mentioned ship) has got
about 240 or 250 slaves on board, he should return from T'ida to
1 Ardra, in order to load there the remaining slaves of Van der Ilst,
and thence pursue his voyage to fmerica.
(once you have succeeded arresting Van der £lst ...) and the ship
: has sailed out of the sight of land, Y.E&. should disembark and go
{ to the Fidalgo and principal Captains of Offra, and pay them Our
L respects, tell them that Y.i. has been sent by us for trade, and
E prednt in our name to the Fidalgo the Art (?) beads specified for
that purpose. Y.©D. should then take possession of the lodge, and
make an inventory of all unpaid debts, goods etc., as well as one
of all the goods, metals etc. left by the deceased Oppercommies

"; liaarten Witte, in the presence of tuwp Withesses. Y.E. should in
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value of) one slave. Y.[l. should always send your accounts to
the Gentlemen Directors, and furnishing your forms for required
merchandise, stipulate them for cargoes of 500 P. d'India slaves.
V.E. should also keep the Gentlemen Directors informed about the
conditions of the land, of war and peace, &c. Lastly, Y.E. should
be very careful not to give credit, without some very important
reasons, to people who are not beyond any doubt able to pay back;

much damage has been done by this practice .

Oppercommies Isaac Van Hoolwerff to Ass. of X, Oth Noy ember 1686,
V.H., gives a report of his voyage from Texel, Netherlands, to Ardra,
from 6th July to 20th October 1636 and on his reception by his Ypred-
ecessor, Willem de la Palma, with great civility and politeness™. ...
De la Palma has just dispatched the shilp ® 't ITuys Rotterdam” with
Loo ps. slaves to Curacao, the slaves are good and cheap here. Con-
cerning the condition of the land here, we found general peace and
quietness, and a reasonable abundance of slaves. But the English

and their interlopers do here at least four times as much trade as

we do, and when I passed I'ida, which is ¢heir trading place, I met
there four fnglish ships on the roads, of which three have already
left ... but the great number of nglishmen hardly frustrate the
ABBRYes of Offra and Great Ardre, because the “nglish are doing a
shameful competition to us, as they, the “nglish, give cowries for
the men as well as the women, up to a weight of 82 pounds.

One of the roguish tricks of the notorious Johannes Bruyningh and
Steven Van der Zlst, was that they have to such an extent given away
the goods and effects of the deceased Comnies (Lionq), which they had
aquired without spending any of their own sweat and labour, that they
have made the situation much worse here, and that nobody who attempts
to do his best for the Gentlemen of the lloble Company could possibly
do the same, with the result that the MNegroes are surprised that the
one is so much more liberal Than the other ... Yet I shall try to do
anything £ can, such as paying considerable stivends or costumes
(which have greatly increased since the dea@b of Witte), which may
contribute towards the continuation of Tr%§; .o« L have conferred
with Director-Cieneral Sweerts on the subject of the establishment

of one or more lodges at Fida or Popel,s or at both places; (but it
seems that) I... (Sweerts) has not approved of it, because if we

do not get more ships here at Offra than we do at present, we are
still cuite able to dipateh them guickly ... In case Y.H. had the
goodness to send to Offra so mnagy ships that we could not supply them
here, you may be assured, that in communication with the Hon. General
we shall devise other means to take care of the slave trade to the

greatest profit of ¥.II. and the Noble Company ...
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WIC 180; Van Hoolwerff to Ass. of X, 8th December 1686.

8o far I have bought 517 slaves, worth 553 1/6 Ps.; Spent 15,000 1bs.
cowries, at an average of 80 1lbs. per slave. ... I hope Y.H. will
soon send more ships, because the best slaves are to be found here,
and their price is better than at any other place. I have offered,
in Y.H.'s name a sedan as a present to the Ning, with which he was
quite pleased. But we would like, with Y.Hs' permission, to present
another one to the Fidalgo of Cffra, under whose authority we are,
and who seems to have nowadays most authority. I do not doubt that
this would bring great advantage to Y.H. The conditions in the land
are peaceful and quiet, and slaves are abundant, but the English
Company and interlopers at Fida draw the greatest profit from this;
consequently the liatives of Offra as well as of Great Ardra have no
difficulty to decide where to send their slaves, because the English
compete scandalously with us, offering cowries for men as well as
women. . . The llegroes have become here so high-handed since the
death of Commies Long and COppercommies 'itte, that they seem to be
grieved that not all the Company's goods and merchandise are put
at their disposition; it is all the result of the roguish tricks of
Bruyningh and Van der Eist ... we can no longer pursue their way of
trading, and in the days of de la Palma, as well as in my own, several
difficulties have risen from this; I shall not neglect to spend con-
siderable amounts on all those customs which may contribute towards
the promotion of our trade
(Encl: general invoiée of merchzndise in the ship " ft Casteel Cor-

mantyni’, destined to Ardra, which has arrived there on 31lst October

1686)

Covries PN NEL 7550 .«.. 80 1lbs per slave
Guinese Nepten

(Guinea cloth) LoLko: 258 SRRl o0 be () e e isliave
Touquyn

(beads?) 778:1:~

Brandy 51h:1h; -

fine beads 974:9:8

iron rods 973:15: - ee.. 14 ps. per slave
platthiljos ¢

(linen) 1585:-: - i

& ofher commodities ... making a total of f1 19.597:19:-
Bill of general expenditure for crew and slaves:

2l mups e worth & ww 3 P 'glives to the Fidalgo of Jaquyn, for
6 half aums palm oil.. 3 Ps. slaves water, the value of: 1Ps. slave

12 aums millet we s 2 Pes slaves Lor wmaner ana wood, at Cape

Lopes: the value of: 1 Ps. slave
chickens, beans, lemon,

drums, ‘‘prapayen‘
e.a. refreshments ...2 1/6 Ps. slaves
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WIC 180: Van Hoolwerff to Assembly of X, 31lst January 1687.

On 26th December the "Portugaalsche Handelaer' arrived, which
I have dispatched to-day with 525 Ps. slaves, 386 men and 139 women.
As before, there is great abundance of slaves here, but there is
also great famine, with the result that I have not been able to
provide this ship with as much millet as I would have desired. The
Wegroes, who, as I have mentioned earlier, are here not all that
polite, have toran up the lioble Company's flag, on the day that the
ship "Cormantyn’’ left. It is custom, and one is even obliged, to
have such a flag on the beach on many occasions, for the reputation
of the lioble Comp. This event is therefore a serious matter, and the
Inglish and the French at Fida were quite happy about it, as they
concluded, as can be understood, &hat our presence in this country
is no longer brooked ... I have therefore, on my owan costs,; prosec-
uted and eradicated the flag-vicolator on hehalf of H.1J. the General,
and sent up to Zlmina per canoe; the General has publicly sentenced him
(to death) and decapitated him, and has sent the severed head on
board of the Comp. ship ‘‘Goude Tyger'' hither, and as an example (of
the punishment for) such wantonness I have put it on ton of a pole
here in the lodge ... without doubt the bad government of those
self--appointed predccessors of mine, the notorioi's rogues Bruyningh
and Van der Ex&t is the principal cause of all disturbances ...
Since the day I dispatched the '"Cormantyn:', the inglish have sent
another three slave-ships with slaves, and if the slave trade does
not succeed here in accordance with Y.Hs® pleasure in the near future,
I shall, with Y.Hs' consent, soon go to Fida, or send somebody there
whom I consider able to continue the trade with the many ships which
come there. The llegroes there are much more polite, and a little

better kept in check by the Unglish and the French ...

Van lioolwerff to Ass. of X, 2nd April 1687;

The "Hollandia' arrived here on the 6th of lMarch, and I have
dispatched her after less than a monéﬁlﬁiyh 539 Ps. slaves on board,
which, I hope, will animate Y.Hs. to send ships more frequently.
«+« the situation is still quiet and in peace, but because of the
great scarcity of wheat (called milhio here) I find much difficulty
in buying that commodity. It mekes them however also sell many
slaves. The lloble Comp.'s lodge is novw in a much better condition
than in which we found it. Palm-0il is here more expensive than
anywhere else on the whole Coast of Guinea ... but Rio Calabry is
the pringipal place for palm-oil along this coast ... I may once
more ;alind Y.Hs. of my earlier recuest for a sedan for the Fidalgo
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WIC 180; Van Hoolwerff to Assembly of X, 5th September 1687.

«+es If the slave trade here in Ardra were increased a bit, Y.Hs.
need not doubt that they can be acquired herec as well and gs cheaply
as elsewhere, even if we established anothcr lodge at Flda the appar-
ences are that we could, because I have been requested to do so by
the King of that state. The latter even maintains a well-made lodge,
which belonged to a deceased Inglish interloper, named Thomson, for
us as housing till we make further resolutions on the issue, no matter
whether the French and Inglish are there or not ... and I have made
arpangements that they will not be able to prevent this ... Onr our
request the King, to whom we have also given some presents, ham: taken
possession of the lodge, in order to give it to us by the time more
ships are received by me than up to now. The representatives of the
Companies of the French and inglish Nations would certainly like to
prevent this, with body and soul, in particular in case of war or
suchlike occasions, but I have made such arrangements, that they will
not be able to do so ... I have purchased 529 slaves, but so far no

ship of the Noble Company has been forthcoming ...

Van Hoolwerff to Ass. of X, p6th January 1688..

The "Gouden Winthont® has arrived here, bringing with it a fregate
called De Stadt Berlyn', captured on the orders of the Hon. General
Swgerts off Little Popo. On the roads lies anchored at the moment
the ship "de Salamander’, sailing on the account of the Chamber
Groningen, which was destined to buy slaves at Laay, but as they
are very scarce there and difficult to get by, by order of the Direc-

tor-General it has been sent hither; I hope to dispatech it within
27 days from these roads ...

Van Hoolwerff to Ass. of X, 10th February 1638.

After haVing suffered day after day several instances of the
insolence of the insatiable Fidalgo of this place, I have finally
decided to establish also a lodge at Creat py?, as we have had there
before, and to which effect we were requested and begged every day.
This will be to the great advantage of the lloble Comp. Y.Hs. should

from now onwards give orders that the ships should no longer bypass

\Great Popo without ahchoring there and wait there for orders to

embark slaves. I doubt not that the idalgo, who as of old is very
greedy, will feel the hint and change his mood, nay, will have to
change his mood, and I therefore humbly request YV.Hs. to send me
two more experienced and vigilant assistants, as we are not strong

at all here with oniy four whitemen, which surely is too few to take
care of such a lodge ...
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WIC 180; Van Hoolwerff to the Directors of the Chamber Amsterdam,
10th February 1688.

On 22nd January 1688 the small yacht "Sara laria’, which had
been sent hither on the orders of the Hon. Dir.-Gen. Nic. Sweerts
in order to take on Y.Hs. account as many slaves as its cargo could
buy, has been dispatched to Governor Wilhem Kerckringh of Curagao
with 173 slaves ... Up to now the slave trade has in my days well
progressed, but these days it seems to slow off a little as a result
of the lack of wars in the interior as well as the abundance of
this year's corn crop, which ddes not, like last year the famine did,
make them sell their slaves. At present there are at Fida four
English ships lying in trade, and there are among them which have
been there for over two months. The insolence of the Fidalgo,
which has its origin in his insatiable greediness, which I have
in my days never refused to satisfy, exasperetes us so much, that
we shall be compelled to establish another lodge at Fida or at
Great Popo in order to keep him better in check; I therefére
request Y.Hs. not to allow ships to sail past Great opo and to
order them to anchor there, because there will always be a white
man ... LI repeat my request for two assistants ...

Some months ago (th Tidalgo,) that insolent beast,brought a war
on himself alone, which ended contrary to his expectations, upon
which he felt so hard pressed, that he did not know -with your
permission- pa which arse-hole to sit. It was &lso very disadvant-
ageous for the trade, becausé all the paths were so much blocked,
that we could not get any slaves. I have therefore made a large
number of Accra and lMyna Negroes come here in order to compell
his party to peace, in which I have succeeded ... at that time I
also have extended, to nobody's disadvatage, but to great expense
8f myself, the lodge here a little, and reinforced it, in order to
bring slaves and goods into safety. He has looked on benevolently
whilst all that was going on, and he has not opened his muzzle
until we had demolished our old walls and prepared everything to
be brought under a ngy roof, which he has impeded and forbidden.
Momeover, el has forbfa&gn all traders of this land to set a foot
in our lodge. DIverything is however in peace and guiet here, and
Y.Hs. have not to be afraid, as we arc sure that we shall be able to
get slaves at other places near-by, and soon we shall be able to

acquire as good and cheap ones as we used to, because we are every
day invited thereto ...

Van Hoolwerff to Ass. of X, 15th June 1688;

I hope that Y.Hs. have appreciated our vigilance in the cont-
invation of trade, that the lodge at Great Popo becomes guite effect-
ive, and that without this lodge it would have been quite impossible
to us to dispatch as yet the ship "de Goude Leeuw'’, because at that
time it was very difficult to get slaves here at 0ffra, as all the

paths, on the Fiﬁalgo‘s order, are clcsed here.
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 arrivals of ships ...
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WIC 180; Van Hoolwerff to Ass. of X, lhth August 1688.

The ship 'Gideon'', which had becn destined to Laay, arrived here
on 27th March to take a cargo of 482 slaves, 3%0 men and 152 women ;
I have dispatched it to-day ... 'he situwation in this area has some-
what changed since my last letter; there are many rumours around here
ayout wars, and there are few who are inclined towards trade ... the
paths are everywaere closed, but the idalgo is now a bit more reason-

able, also hecause thesz days he is afraid to be thwarted ...
[ no letters from Ardra for 17 months_/

Van Hoolwerff to Ass. of X, 26th January 1690.

Since the departure of the ‘Dierickzmee’”, on 13th October 16838,
I haven't received any news and seen even less of any Company ships
to take slaves here, but I have learnt that Y.Hs. have sent the ship
"Kuropa’ for slaves to Angola, about which I am very surprised, as
normally the slaves are acquired here more rapidly and rather more
cheaply ... I pray Y.Hs. not to leave us in our present misery,
because we are hecomin:; the object of th: mockery of Christian as well

as of un-Christian Nations ...

Van Iloolwerff to Chamber Amsterdam, 26th January 1690

(reports arrival of ship ‘‘den Grooten Africaen', and repeats complaints
of above letter to Ass. of X) ... as we are not doing any trade

here, I am afraid that the ¥French will cowe to ensconce themselves

in this place, and thet would be very harmful to Y.Hs. if you were

in need of slaves. I fear this the more, as news just arrived per
express from d’lilmina, that two French ships have heen sighted on

the Upper Coast, and that they have captured therc an interloper ...

Van Hoolwerff to Assembly of I, 28th llay 1690.

iy

We have tried to malke known to Y.Hs. oure miserable condition in
the letter we sent per ‘‘den Grooten Africaen . In view of the fact
that I have served ¥.ll.s by now for over four years, although I have
netibeen able to be of much service during the last two vears as a
result of the lack of arriving ships, I wish to request Y.Hs. politely
and humbly to accept, with the first coming slave-ship, by resignation.
«.. If mieertain person by the name of Hendriclt Hurbers were to come
to offer his gervices to Y.Hs., you may be fully assured of his
fidelity, knowledge and vigilence (and his ability to take my post),

because for the intercourse with the llegroes here, a person is required

who - and ¥.Hs. may correct me, and, pray, forgive the comparisonw is

as noble and able as one who could be entrusted with a General's post

at d'ilmina, as I now experience with the long delays and lack of

) 2

would also like to request humbly the dispatch of two



I also pray that Y.ls. may lave the goodness to give me permission
to take with me on my departure 20 slaves, as my permitted and

over a long period sourly earneld emoluments, on my own account ...

WIC 463; lLetters from the Chamber Amsterdam.
Chamber Amsterdam to Van Hoolwerff; 24th December 1690.

In the year 1689 we had the impression that the delivery of
slaves on Curacao to those of the lLsiento was to have a permanent
character, and for that reason many slave-ships were in those days
equipped, but unfortunately, some of those ships already having left,
the course of those affairs has greatly changed, and the lloble Company
saw itself compelled to stop further dispatches of slave-ships, and
it remained saddled with a considerable number of slaves on Curagao.
We had already resolved to fit one ship out for the purchase of 500
slaves in Ardra for the Colony of Surinam ... but the ship ''"de Gouden
Leeuw'! of the Chamber Stad & liande was already on the second day after
its departure from Texel attaqued by thce French and set afire.
Since that time we have agreed to destine again two ships to Ardra
and Angola for the puvchase of slaves as hitherto ... all these
slaves must therefore be of the quality and condition as is in
agreement with the Contract with those of the Asiento ...
It should not be unknown to you, that the lodge of ‘rdra has always
been under the jurisdiction of the ..irector-General on the Coast,
and that his orders are to be promptly executed, we discover however,
that Y.E. has not done this, when receiving written order from the

same to send ondercommies Gros to #lmina ... WYe learn also that Y.E.

has for some time not given sufficient accounts and proofs of the
trade at Ardra to the Factory at #lmina

WIC 180; Valentyn Gros (Offra) to Chamber Amsterdam, 2lst December 1690.

I do not doubt, that before the arrival of this letter Y.Hs. have
learnt with regret the sad and miserable death of OUppercommies
Isaacqg Van Hoolwerff as well as the burning down of the Noble ‘Comp.'s
B lodgze ... also, that Director-General Jog&l Smits has decided to
let me be the beneficiary of the vacant merchant's post at Ardra,
pending. ¥.isi* approbation ... I would have liked to report that
there were greaﬁer abundance of slaves for sale, but to our regret

the principal paths are closed, as everything is here in a state of
confusion, because the surrounding TFidalgoes and other black chiefs
&; pretend that they want to take revenge for the death of Uppercommies
:-ﬁﬁn1ﬁaélwer£i, whom they presume to have been nurdered by the natives
Ardra. Our trade has so far much suffered of all this, but we do
: all troubles will be settled, and we humbly request
7m@ma~ships hither. ... We have received the flag-



¢ 463; Chamber ‘ustordanm to Valentyn Gros, 3lst July 1691.

: From Dircctor-Gencral Jo#l Smits we learnt about the death of
“"Opy.reauuloo Isancq Van Hoolwerff as vell as about the troubles

* with the natives and the burnin; down of the lodge. We do hope
ihnt the aforesaid troubles will be settled as well as poscible
for the interest of the Noble Comp. by Y.H.'s careful conduct,
and that soon the slave trade may be carried on in the same total
security as before ...

WIC 180; Valentyn Gros to Chamber . materdam, 7th August 1691.

e are still waiting for more favourable trading opportunities,
and have to make excessive expenditures to keep it going. Ye had
the greatest difficulty to sup.ly the last batch of 460 slaves ...
the Captain became impatient ... so we have roquested him to come
ashore to be witness of the endeavours I make everyday; we resolved
to go together to T'ida to acquire 50 Ps. slaves, having sent a Japanese
silken nightrobe to the King with the request to help us. Dut the
English who were at that time just making a transaction with the
King considered this visit to be greatly prejudicial to themselves,
and uttered many terms of abuse. jut when the . ing heard this,
fearing greater disputes, he demanded silencz and let it be known
that he would satisfy both: parties. Tut the ‘nglish maintained that

[
} ther had since long bezn trading in his country, and tlat they had

% disembarked from their ships 40 fully armed ilina slaves end three
field-guns in order to assist the _ing in opening the paths. I said
¢ that this was a matter of litile importance ...

i Considering tho present unfavoursable conditions and the long-
lasting vehement wars amongst the natives, I masy say that I should

a be rather patisfied that up teo now the trade has succeeded well,

the more as nowadays several Nations are represented here, and that
- during the last 8 or 9 months more than 9,000 slaves heve becn sold

to the Dutch as well as to the .inglish, ODrandenburz and Portuguese

Nations. 'This makes the nativecs so heughty, that it is hardly
. poasible to reach an agreement with the merchants. As there is so
~ much offer of merchandise, I pray Y.lis. with urgency to send to the
- King of Fida a present for the promotion of the trade, becmase he
&l.uct anly the protector of this area, but he can also totally
eﬂn m« trade, or gro-oto it, at will...

Qrtqt Ardra, his enemies. Timo will
,18p'dition. as well as what
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report that the “nglish captains have madc such arrangements, that
many of the slaves are brought back by force from those who brought
them to Offra ...

WIC 180; Valentyn Gros to Governor of Curagao, (Copy), 7th August 1691.

... Our trade is much hampered by damaging encounters and troubles,
in particular because the paths through which the slaves must come,
have been closed for a long time, and this still causes us much
misery every day; it is all the result of a vehement war amongst the
natives, and moreover, in the last two months not less than seven
ships have called herc for slaves, each offcring higher prices than
the other in order to outdo it, seo that the slaves have now become
unbelievably expensive. 'The natives have also grown extremely
haughty, as they have been able to sell 9,000 slaves to the English,
Germans, Portuguese &c. The frec trade seems to have changed into
tyranny. I have however managed btc dispatch the '"Racheli with 460

Blaves, amongst whom 123 females ...

YIC 124: Resolutions of the Director-General and Council at Hlmina

8th November 1682;
It has heen resolved, in order to do damage to the trade of ships

of other Nations, which stegadily come to do prejudice to the Noble

@

Comp., to reduce the price of Freuch Drandy from 16 Angels 1 Ackie

to 12 Anpels and that of zunpowder from 2 oz to 1 o & Angels.

24th November 1682
It has been proposed to the assembled ilembers, that the Director-
General (Verhoutert) has resolved, on the instance of the Caboceros
and Chiefs of the village Commany, to re-establish the Noble Comp.'s
lodge in aforesaid village, and that therefore a vigilant, able

and experienced person is aeeded ... Joris Hrnsthuys, who has
served the Company for a long time wigilantly zs am ondercommies,
for instance at the important factory of Axim, has oifered his
services ... It has ananimously been agreed to appoint lirnsthuys
comimies in the Comp.‘'s lodge at Commany.

.+« it has also beecn pesolved to remove from fort Cr&vecoeur the
comnies Sebastiaan van der Tiisce, in consideration of the

mniserable
condition of the trade at that post, which costs us every year more
than it pays. It has been resolved to do so, hecause the natives
have prayed us with much urgencc to send thither another comnmies,
who ma; be expected to be able to entertain a better understanding
with the natives and to revive the trade . Van der lisse will
therefore be removed from Craa, and as nothing could be said in
disfavour of his person, he will be favoured with znother factory.

| Commies Vitma will replace him.
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WIC 12k;

3rd December 1682;

It has been resolved, in the service of the lloble Comp., the growth
of its trade and in order to do damage to the trade of other Nations,
to change the price of carabines from 10 Angels to 12 Angels a piece,

hat of leng rifles from 7 to O Angels, and that of Brandy from

L2 Angels teo LO fngels, 1 Ackie «».

it is also announced that the commies at Butri has reported the
passage of a frigote nemed '"de Ceurprins van Brandenburgh’ (‘‘the Llec-
tor of B.'), commended by Capt. lattheus Vos, mounted with 36 gﬁns,
and with 40 soldiers and 60 sailors on board, most of them natives
and subjects of the State (sic). The mentioned ship came in our

view offi Commany, cleariy in erder to trade there. It has been
agreed to send two protest notes to mentioned Captain, one concerning
his infraction of the Htate Nlegulation that ne subjects of the State
are to trade within the District of the Noble Comp's charter (without
its expressed consent), and thecother concerning its improper trade

at the village of Commeny, where the Comp. has a lodge

o ¢ ©

15th March 1683%;

it has been decided to write to Henryv Greenhill, at Seconde:
J/transl. Dutch/ ¥.H. thinks to have been injured by us in Y.H's
presumed priviliges, becuase we pay very little attention to un-
founded thireafs ... we do not want te discuss this matter any
fllrther with Y. H., but Let us state briefly, thab in cacse V.H.
desires again to subvert our privileges among the natives of

Sacconde with promises and expenditure, similarly to what V.H.'s

predecessors re done at Adja and Annimaboe, we shall write

o LN o Rour heon. Lasters (ol the WIE

o © o

Public reading of a Letter of Their Hons. of the Chamber Ams-

terdam, arrived with the ship ''de Africaen”, in which it has pleased
to Their Hons. to order that it should be loaded with 500 Ps slaves.
But as 4t is dmpostible to obey this order, as at present on the
entire Cold Coast no slaves can be had for gold or other merchand-
ise, and it would even be impossible to buy 100 slaves in a period
of 4 months, it has been considered what would be best: to send &he
ship back to Hurope without any cargo, or to take from the store-
house here those goods which are in demend in Ardra and to load

them in the said ship, in order to take its slaves in Arder. As

the country is here so extraordinarily full of merchandise as a
result of the many Tnglish and interloper ships, that we have hardly
10 Marks of gold in cash, it has been resolved, to disembark as soon
as possible from the said ship its present cargo, and to load it

at once with an Arder-cargo, with a note to Martin Witte that he
should attempt as much as possible to sell the badly conditioned
geode,seyen. S G F e can'th do any better, sell them at Dutch rate,

in order to supply the "Africaen’’ as soon as possible with its

slave cargo for Curagao ...



WIC 124;
17th March 16383.

Two other ships, sent by the Chambers Amsterdam and Maaze (Rotter-
dam), destined to trade slaves in Arder, have arrived ... Lt has been
resolved to keep them herec till we recive information about the

conditions of trade in Arder ...

23rd March 1683.

Considerable complaints have becn received on commies Cornelis
Witma from the assistants working under him: on his private trade,
his improper treatment of those under his authority, and on his
agreement, made on his own authority and judgement, with the Negroes

of Accra, to board by surprise a certain Inglish snow ...

25th liarch 1683.

... request for dismissal has been received irom commies Vitma, to
which has becn consented, this person is too much disliked Dby the
natives. It has been resolved to let commies Hrnsthuys wvacate his
post at Commany and talke over that at Craa, and to move commies

De la Palma from Ghama to Comiany ...

7th April 1683.

... & certain “insinuation’, written in Latin, has been received
from H¥r. Greenhill at Sekondi. It contains, among other things,
that there will be an auction of an /‘nglish interloper-ship at

Cape Coast. It will be fixed as a public notice on the door of
Elmina Castle ...

e« it has been resolved to send the ship 'Krygsman’ half-empty to
Holland, because there is littlc hope that the trade, very slack as
a result of strong iinglish competition, will soon ameliorate. ...
1st llay 1683.

Reading of a seerei letter from Jan Thiel, commies at Sacconde,
with the information that an iEnglish yacht called " ‘t Casteel Cabo
Corse’’ /Cape Coast Castle/ , carrying a coast-cargo and an Knglish
merchant and a carpenter on board, had anchored with the intention
to establish an fnglish lodge at Sacconde. The mentioned writer
gavé into comsideration whether such action should be allowed, in
view of the fact that the Sacconde Negroes, who should not permit
such an establishment, excuse themselves, saying that they are
forced to do so by those of Adom, or whether something should be

spent on some other nation in order to punish those of Sacconde

for this violation and the harm they do in this way to our possession
- there, o, thirdly, whether one might better discern if those of

| BSacconde are the true cause of this matter by removing the Noble

Comp. 's goods from Sacconde by embarking them on the barq, retaining

- the ondercommies and his assistant there, maliing the people of Sacconde



=25~

(vIc 124)

afraid that we will take revenge of their brach of oath. It has
been resolved to resort te the last solution, and to see if the

people of Sacconde will chase the Inglish away.

3rd August 1684,

The Directeor<General snuounced that the broker Aban has warned him
through his servant that those of Adom were marching down their

5i. entire army with the intention to attack the states of Ahanta and

Chama, against which states those of idom are imbued with bitter
P hatred. 1In view of this, H.Il. proposed to vacate the lodges at
L Taccorary and Accoda, and to bring the Noble Comp.'s goods from

Accoda to TFort Batensteyn and those from Taccorary on hoard of the

o yacht "d'Hlmina’ ...

4th October 1683

The "Ceurvorst van Brandenburgh' and the ‘Eendregt'’, provided
with a good quantity of tradegoods have arrived. In order to
supply them soon with return-freight, it has been considered necess-
ary to set our market-pricee in such a way, that the merchants
from in-land may be enticed to come to sell their gold to the loble
Comp. and diverted from trading on board of the ships or from the
English at Cabo Cors in these days when constantly linglish and other
foreign ships, in particular, as at present, one from Brandenburg,
as well as interlopeis cuircinue theilr predujicial competition.
It has therefore been resolved to put the bedsheets at the same
price as do the English at Cabo Cors and for whiech they are sold

ot board iof the ships, viz ..« /illegible/

18th December 1687.

Reading of a letter from V.Scheffer K with an eclosed letter from
the Brandenburg commander of Great Frederickburg, with the information
that a small pirate-ship would have surprised the ship of Capt.
Thomas Thoorts, the ‘‘Charlotte fmilia’ in the Rio Sierralioens, as
t. well as a small Brandenburg frigate; the latter would have been
restituted to the (wounded) Capti. Thoorts, who sailed in it with

his crew to Pocquesoe. The Director-General represented that it

secemed to him very unvise undcr these circumstances to let the ship
“Prins te Paert” sail to Cormentyn, and that it would be better to
prevent a dangcrous situation by keeping the mentioned ship on the
jﬂ_ k roads of Elmina ... and if any ship or sail comes in sight, to send
e B or 60 armed Myna men in cances to the mentioned ship in order
: e whitemen on board, and not to send the "Prins te
’ﬁym the more as it nedds still at least 50 boats'



ed to keep day and night 50 or 50 of their most able, well-armed

Youngmen ready ...

3rd January 168L.

It has been decided to transfer Ondercommies Floris Van Schaerden-
burgh, trading in the Noble Comp.'s lodge at Commany; although he
is a youngman of modest behaviour, he lacks experience and the trade
is comletely dwindling there. He is hereby appointed ondercommies
at Cormentyn, to take the post of Dirck Wilree, who has been repat-
riated after having squandered considerable funds both there and at
Boutry. The post at Commany will be taken by Dartel Claes Smith of
the yacht '"'De Liefde’...
... it has furthermore been resolved to lower once again the price
of bedsheets, necessary in consequence of the continuing competition

of English, French and interlopern ships.

13th February 168.4.

T'rom Cormentyn are reported the protests of a certain Fantyn
Negro named Tenufoeba on account of the Company slave Bossoe. The
former pretends to have lent to this Bossoe the sum of 6 oz. 12 Ang-
els. The slave says that he has consumed the said amount during the
famine of some Tears ago, and cthat he, being an old grey man, is un-
able to contribute anything. The Fantyn negro has claimed his
debtor in person as a payment. The oppercoutiies Adriaense there-
fore has come to ask, on order of the Director--General, whether
this old macron slave should be maintained and whether the debt
should be paid for him in gold H.hs  began by explaining that
there werc many objections to the maintenance of this slave, who
had come to rgpresent such a considerable sum of gold, and H.B:.
concluded that this old and disabled slave wias not worth the risk
as experience has taught us, that the natives of Fantyn do not
hesitate to attack the merchants with the merchandise they have
bought, to steal and to close the paths because of such differends.
It has therefore been resolved to hand over this macron disabled
slave to his Debtor (sicy)

o«

3rd February 1684.

It has becn demonstrated that a Portuguese barque has anchored
here in order to disembark and te sell its cargo of tobacco, sugar
and Brazilien brandy, and that the mentioned Portuguese, coming from
S.Thomé, had not been molested, on the condideration that the Governor

of that island treats the lioble Comp.'s ships always very well, and

. that we could therefore not act in a different way; but as this one

is a Brazilian, to whom we feel not in the least obliged, the Council,

asked for its advice, took intd comsideration, that no orders . '




had been received from Their Hons. the Directors in this respect,
and deéliberated whether one should make this Portuguese, who has
traded on this Coast and has even gone to the extent of daring to
anchor in front of our Castle, pay recognition duties or whether

one should order the

suese to weigh anchor at once. It has

=)
o
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been resolved, considering tl the inglish offer freedom of anchorage
on their roads and that the Directors have not given any order to
molest the Portuguese or to dmand recognition duties from him, to
order the said Portuguese to quit at once our roads, and that he

should not do any trade at any of our subaltern places ...

10th February 1684.

Received a report from D.Assenborgh at Takoradi, that the Captain
and crew of the pirate-ship which had anchored there had come ashore
in order to take water and fuelwood, and as this was tolerated by
those of Taccorary, said Assenborgh excuses himself of not having
been able to prevent this. When the robbers came into the lodge,
he has treated them in a polite manner, but later some quarrels
rose between said Assenborgh and the pirates. Initially the former
found assistance from those of Taccorary, but soon he was abandoned
by them, and the pirates have brought him by force to their shdp,
as well as his assistant, who shortly afterwards was however released
on the insistence of the captain ofa little Unglish ship which had
been captured by the said pirate. Assenborgh sgys that during his
confinement on board of the pirates’ ship he has been treated quite
politely, and that the following dar he was brought back ashore,
where he found that the pirates had not talien any of the Comp.'s
goods in the lodge. DBut now Assenborgh fears that the pirates,
once they have taken sufficient water and wood, will demand some
ransom out of the lodge’s tradegoods; he has therefore provided those
of Taccorary with gunpowder, lead and rifles, in order to offer
resistance if that is needed. It has heen resolved to send H.B3.
the Fiscal and the broker Aban to Taccoray with instructions ...
/viz. that they are to wisit both Sekondi and Talcoradi, that the
natives are to be kept well-armed, but should not attack before

he pirates do, that if the latter ars aggressive, an attempt
should be made to capture their ship, but that definitely they

should not be molested if they take indeed only water and wood/

1lst HMarch 1684. /cf. 13/2/1684 i/

It is reported that Appentyn or Tenu Loeba, the Fantyn llegro at
Cormentyn, does not only demand the Comp. slave Dossoe, but also
his wife (an old disabled female slave) in return for Bossoe’s

debt ... /D.-G. & Council deeide, rabher annoyed, to give up Bossoe's
wife too./



It bas been dewonatrated thet there remains on this Coast ot
,' re gunpowder in the Comp & stooke Lhan wveat is rquired for tlhe
f' piag of the forts ... yet, tic treders come these daye

Py frequeatly to ask for this comwodity, and it is with creat
distress and heart ashe that (we se. thew) conpelled to go on
board of the (foresizs ?) shipes, so that not oal: their gold is
for gunpowder, but ewidoatdy various other poods are at the
L time bought on those sidipe. The oppercomeies 'lcolses Swesrts
been sent on board of o I'renmch suip lying off .owre to try to
,E sone guapowdor, bHut he was told that the guapowder had Leen
';Wt iz such great quantitiec oy s contisuous stream of people

- coming in canoes, tha. the entire stock of the French ship, as

: well as that of a Vealand interioper aloc sschored there, had bees
#0ld. It has boen roeolved to let Twesrts Y- 100 askers Freschk

* brandy ...

" 16th larck 1684,

'1 ‘ sss Yo bad expocted tust the mewl s arrived ship “Je Dreyheyt’ weuld
Bave at least 20,000 1bs o guspowler in il carzo, Sut oaly one
balf of that quantity has “ess found in it. 5.5, e Direstor-Gen-
¢ erel demonstrated the cad situstion in vhich our dear fatlerland

. finds itoalf at prosent and tlc alread; cortaiz and public ruplure
i Dbetwesn the Crowms of Spain and rence, is whieh to all appoearances
| our State will got rapidly involwed and ta ¢ up ke svord vl .the

’A 8ide of Lpain ageinst fronge: in view of ihis important consider-
ation §he D,-Oy folt that it is uecssuary no! to sell aay of the
gunpowder we bave at tie somout, Lut Lo preserve it ior the prot-
sction of our forts .. . It has thurefors “een resolved to send

" ordors to the factories on the Upper Cosst to Luy, for a reasonable
§ price, as much gunpowder as is possillc fro . fnglieh shipe and

. Antorlopers . ...

i G

| : 3rd. July 1684,
- The Director-Genurel demonstratel tiat tio Cyaons-clothe (7) are

e

' nowadays of 1little value and met wuch is demsnd, although they are

1.“" der Sloot who trades there,
Yy for whioh a little cargo (of
acht 'de ldefde’ . . and

e PR



“ season h,mt convenient for its deperture (to Iurope?)

there is not enougi time left to let it make a tour of the

, it has been considercd advissble to send it to Ardra with

Wiﬂg cargo for Oppercomuies 'itte in order to buy a number

. i:” Ps. slaves .. these slaves, being strangsis, arc less likely
to run avay...

i hﬁ. also been decided to send the ship ‘de Gouden Leeuw” to

Assiné, Abbiné end Cabo lahou, to investigate whether a good quant-

4ty of elephants’' teeth, and in periicular at ibbiné and Assiné a

quantity of goid, could be purchased ..

__ 10th Decembe:r 1684.
It hes been given intc considerstion whether it would be advieable

%0 buy for a rcasonable price from & certain little Pertuguese ship

P g

oalled "Nostra fignora Ae lionserve It. .nthonio', arriving from Bahia,
2ll the tobacco it has in its holds, om the condition that its Capt.
pay beforehand 3,000 1lbs tobacce as o duty for the licence of free

trade . .. It has been resolved to do so, and to huy the remaining
fobasco ad 8 Lbs per ingels, in the hope to sell it ad 5 lbs per

Angels to tle laglish

- 13th Jenuary 1605.
- Zhe D.-0, and Council have considered whethor it might not be better

‘ 1I’ﬂ.ﬂ the Noble Comp.'s effecte and servanis from l.obor inm the

» Denyn, to claim the currcnt debts and to trade at ilhe said place

with yachts in order to bu ivery, in view of the fact that
5. bas in stock over 12,000 Simons cloths, and that the

jefde has added to this mumber another 5,000 on ite
b Lith of Jass month, leavin: 4,000 more iz the Rio



- that the ship ¥ 't Vapen van

= otﬁéffﬁé make proper purchases for the said "Zierickseel
) take with the help of Cpt. Banckert,the ondercommies Van der
om that post, in order to answer before us on the subject of
aﬁﬁinistratiam he has carried on there and the estate of the
-@»ed oppercommies iaarten itte . . It has also been decided to
> Villem de lz Palma go from Chama to Ardra as oppercomnies ...

v ...) '

" 1st liarch 1687;

f It -has been demonstrated ... that there is in the Castle's store-
rhnust a large numbex of olé and heavy rifles whicl are tot ally
;uasalablo, and also of little value at home. It has therefore

] hhoeu prowoeed to arm the lloble Comp. s serfs with the aforesaid
‘»;;uasalable heavy rifles, and to let them exercise with them, in
l;nrdwr that in time of emergency ther could use them, or in case

§ of a revolt against the natives themselves, as has happened some

~ time ago in Chama ..

~ 5th June 1687,

3 The D.-G, has read out a report from oppercommies Lrasthuys
concerning & wall which Mag coliapsed in the lodge at Commany ,
l'ﬂbllk!.&iﬂg at the same time that thc ondcrcowmies Jan Ainsworth

”iAt@oatcd the Commany llegroes in a bad manner, so that the lodge

will never be recomstructed according to our intcantions . . com-

' iﬂl&lts have reached us also frou Coumans Negroes that thev are

eing abused with words cnd threats (51c)..~ we thervefore consider

4

t@ ba‘in the intercst of the HolLle Comp. to remove the mentioned




1 on the stock of 300 slaves purchased
_shonlﬂ‘be sent on board of the ship "Den Holland-

‘ib_ﬁe shipped via Ardra to Curagao for the account of

, ][,, or whether the7 should be kept here till the

of the ship ‘T Yapen Ven ‘msterdam’, in order to ship them

r the account of the Chamber Amsterdam, for whose account

‘of them have been bought ... But as for their maintenance every

ﬁ% chests of milhio are needed, which amounts to 11} Angels or

287 15 st. metropolitan currency, apart from the risk of running

:égmay or dying, and on the other hand considering that the cargo of

Jtﬁﬂawe trading merchandise which would be disembarked from the "Den

':Hﬂbllanﬂkachen Thuyn' to make place for the said 300 Ps. slaves would

not be current here, and only partly at Laay, and i particular

considering that the ship of the IPresidial Chamber will bring a

~ cargo for the slave trade at Laay which will contain goods which

' will be current here on the Gold Coast, so that then the Ardra

: merchandise can be sent with that ship, which would be useful because

iﬁ there is at present great abundance of slaves at Ardra, it has been

resolved to ship the slaves who are at present in the Castle per

u,. YHollandtschen Thuyn'' for the account of the Chamber ilaaze, to

E disembark its merchandise and to store the latter here in the ware-

f; houses ...

The Director-General has demonstrated that the Negroes, in particular

those of ilyna, continue to go every day on board of the interloper

ghips in order to do there their illegal trade, and that tliey even

3 go to the extent to induce the lerchants from the Interior to do the
same. IHe added, that the llegroes arec so bold as to compete in their
trade even with the Comp., trading on board of those interloper ships

~ even when they are pguarded (?) Ly Comp.'s ships, as has appeared

- recently at Cormantyn in the case of thec “Henri&tta Albertina’ .

%xﬁ‘hnattheratore been unanimously resolved to write to the Captains

‘the cruising frigates to hang the very first legro they find

‘¥H§ud if they find more thar one llegro , to let them draw




e

avoid in this way the payment of a debt they had with the said commies
and (the punishment for ?) their beating to death the lNegro Caloor, who
was a Comp. slave, but who was entirely innocent of the above. It has
therefore been considered necessary to set, for the well-being of the
Company, an example, which should serve them as well as the Ardra Negroes,
and to talke revenge and discouraze them from ever going to the extent

of slaying persons (in the Comp.'s service). After this exercise, an
attempt should be made towards reconciliation with the Negroes, in order
that the trade in the Benyn as well as in Ardra may be continued undist-
urbedly, and the D.-G. is therefore requested to make the necessary

arrangements ,,,

17th January 1689.

The D.-G. has read a letter from Their lions. the Directors meeting
in the lssembly of Ten, concerning which places on this Coast should
only be provided with one man and a flag, in orcder to bring the remain-
ing men, merchandise aend ammunition to dther places in order to protect
them better. It has been agreed not to abandon any of our places
altogether, and to maintain at Axim 30 whitemen apart from the slaves,
and to station among them a sergeant in order to keep better discipline
among the militia, at Accoda 2 whites and 3 slaves, at Boutrou 10 whites
and 10 slaves, i.e. to meintain the present force at the said places,
at Taccorary 1 whiteman and 1 blackman, at 7acconde 5 whites and 15
slaves, most of them armed, at Chama 18 whites apart from the slaves,
to drop Commany and to tale away whatever men there may be at present,
to maintain sufficient garrison at S5t.Jago and Llmina, at least 200
men, principally 5t. Jago, being the key te the Coast, at lioree and
Cormentyn 25 men each, to be reinforced in case of atvack up to 50,
and lastly at Accra 30 whitemen ...

It is furthermore brought to the notice of the Council that the French
ship "Le Poudor® (l.a Poule d'or ?) has ta.en the small Comp. ship #Cor-
nelia', taken its merchandise and sent 2% of its crew to lartinike.

The latter have been brought here on board of the "Winthont# and the
“Prince Wapen®, and they brought information that Cap. Rodon has order
to capture all Dutch ships. The prisoners stated furthermore that

the French have on 18th or 20th October declared war on Their High-
Mightinesses of the States-CGeneral ... As the "Wryheyt: the 'Bruyn-
visch and the “St./inthonio de Padua’’ are expected at any time now, an
effort should be made to warn them, and everything should be brought

into a state of defence ...

18th January 1689.
A letter from Hendrick Van Uchelen, Axim, is read in Council. He
reports that a French ship with 3C guns and a crew of 100 has arrived

at Assinie within 10 weeks after its departure from Rochel, having been




-
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been equipped solely with the purpose of attacking Dutch ehipes. It has
been proposed for deliberation whether it would be proper to let the

~ ships UPrinse Wapen'’ and ‘Hester', which are recady to depart to Ardra,
3 not leave for that destination, but rather sail to the Windward in order
to attempt to intercept the mentioned Prenchmen ... It has been resgolved

to send the said ships to the \/indward ...

18th June 1639.

D.-G. Nicolaes Sweerts made it known that this morning the King,

Fetaire, Dey and Samin of TFitu have come inside the Castle to ask H.E.
for a surety of 120 or 130 bendas in merchandise, to be given to the
Accaniste and the Krufose, in order that the latter assist them against
Saboe. It has been taken in consideration that Fitu is still indebted
to us for an amount of 68 bendas, that matters of war are impredictable
and that in case of a defeat of Fitu there will be little hope for the
repayment of the first as well as the new debt, but on the other hand
that, if we did not assist PFitu, it is highly probable that the Accaniste
and the Krufose will join Saboe and defeat Fitu; and in thet case there
will be here at liyna, as well as at Commany, as little trade as there
is presently at Houree, whilst if Saboe were defeated, we might not
only count on a coatinuation of the trade here and at Commany, but also
on the re-opening of tlie passages to ilouree ... It has thercfore been

resolved to lend Fitu the said 120 to 130 bendas.

17th February 1690.

it has been resolved to send the ship lendriétta to Rio Calabry,
Gabon and Cabo l.opez for ivorwv and wax, and to opder Capt. Coster to
call on Ardra to buy there beef and bacon for the 4 oz. of gold which

will be sent along with him ...

20th February 1690.

Reading of letters from firdra, the one from I.%. General Sweerts
/ on 17/1/'90 Jo8l Swmits had-been installed as .-G. at Zlmina/, the
other from ondercommies Gros, addressed to l.ii. requesting him to
settle the diiferends existing between him and his superior, opper-
cominies Isaac Van Hoolwerff ... This might also have been effectuated
by H.E., if his sudden departure had not prevented such. Conseguently
ondercomiies Gros reguests urgently in his letter to be allowed to

find employment on the Gold Coast, as he is being treated very rudely

|

by his superior, without having given any cause to it. Also because

a canoe with 7 rowers has been lkept there, although they are effectively
slaves of the Company, and very much needed here on the Gold Coast for

vsgpaixs on the forts and for assistance of the slaves here, who are very
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onderconnies Gros, as the oppercommies, as loﬁg ag the slave trade
continues at the present rate, can very well do without an ondercommies
eo., and also the rowers with the canoe, as we necd them badly and

as they are of much more service to the Company here than in Ardra.

11th April 1690.

The galliot ‘‘Cormelial /cf. 17,1/789 !}/ will be sent to Benyn, Calabry
and C.Lopez, and will call on Ardra to buy pork and other victuals with
the 4 oz. of gold sent along with it ... the D.~G. furthermore submitted
to deliberation whether ondercomiies Gros should continue to stay there
or should be summoned, in accordance with our resolution of 20th Feb.;
he has stayed there, because oppercomnies Van lHodlwerff pretended to
need him, having too few people there, and that otherwise the lodge at
Popo could not be maintained in the Comp.'s possession.

It has been agreed to summon Gros and let him return on board of the
galliot “Cornelia’, and to send as a reinforcement of the personnel at
Ardra an assistant and a cooper ...

5th September 1690.

... the ‘liorgenstar, destined to bring 500 Ps. slaves to Surinhamen,
and the yacht Poelwyek', destined bto bring 150 Ps. slaves to Iseguebe,
have arrived. As at present no slaves can he hought on the CGold Coast,
it has been put before the Council whether the aforesaid ship and yacht
should be sent to Ardra or to Laay. In view of the fact that we lack

geods dor' the trade at laay, it has resolved to send them to

Ardra, and to provide the ‘liorgenstar’ with a cargo worth fl1 21,000,
and the '‘Poelwyck’ with one worth fl 6,000 -metropolitan value -, from

the warehouses at EZlmina.

7th September 16320.

The D.-G. has communicated te us, undersigned iembers of the Council,
that he has understood from a letter from commies Jan Ainsworth at Accra
that on the %rd of this month some llegroes, coiming from Ardra had
reported that oppercommies Van Hoolwerff had wounded three Negroes
there, but not fatally:; that the Ardra Negroes had however had the
boldness, after having observed the said oppercommies for 7 or 8 days,
to attekk him and to bring him before the Fidalgo. The latter would
have bound his hands and his feet, and he would have taken away all
the Lrdra and ilyna slaves who were in and near the lodge, without
however touching any of the other efrfects of the Comp. Although these
are ounly oral reports from Negroes, and none of the assistants there
has given tpe least notice of it, ‘the aforesaid Negroes say that they
had told assistant Homma, that thev would go by land to Craa ... Ye are
Very perplexed about these matters, and we also do not have current
merchandise to purthase slaves at Laay. ‘e have thercfore decided,

after deliberating what would be to thz best service of the Company,



j‘gend the "Poelwyck’ to Ardra in order to get more certainty about

iat exactly has happened and about what action should be taken. Onder-
ominies Willem Meyburgh and private Van Aerdenburgh, who has been stationed
kr a long time in Ardra and who knows that country's constitution quite

11, as his assistant are ordered to go there and to speak with the

‘idalgo, demanding from him the reasons for his procedures against
ppercommies Van lioolwerff. They should try to settle the matter peace-
gg 1ly, and to that end 2 ‘‘massen' fine beads will be presented to the
Faidalgo. But if it happend that he, the Midalgo, does no longer desire
E”he presence of oppercommies Van Hollwerff, his dismissal will be re-
b@uested, he will be brought to Elmina with his luggage, and he, Willem

Heyburgh shall command the lodge as a Chief ad interim. In order to

get as soon as possible further informetions, the 7-rowers:® canoe will
fations ...

& :
E 2%rd October 1690.
’

F B moel yet hawing received any news from Ardre, in spibe of the fact

I that we senf the 7-rowers canoe thither in order to get news soon, it

% has been resolved to dispatch at earliest convenience the ‘‘liorgenstar®
ﬁ : . : :
to Ardra, in order to taken there its required number of slaves .

| and as it is unknown whether oppercommies Van Hodlwerff will be restored

in his position by the Fidalgo and the great men of Offer, or whether
he has been sent up with the vacht “Poelwyck’, it has been considered
necessary to send on board of the ship ‘llorgenstar’” somebody who has
sufficient experience of tihe state of affairs and constitution of Ardra.

Valentyn Gros has been selected to do:this...

18th February 1692.
The D.~G. has read out three letters from Valentyn Gros, dated resp. 7th,
12th and 15th January, at Offer in Arda, in which he describes the very
miserable state of afiairs, caused by the war since the Great Ardra Ling
has bribed Affory to destroy those of Cffer and to ruin them as rebels
against their King. The war has been so successful that the I'idalgo and
the principal men of Offer have fled to I’ida, and the surrounding villages
have been destroyed and burnt, with the result that the passages are
virtually closed and that the ship 'De Roomsche Ieyser', having acquired
about 200 Ps. slaves has kept most of its cargo on hoard as its Captain
does not want to commit his merchandise to the lodge, as the people there
fear that it might be set afire or shffer other calamities which wars
fg%né?ally bring about. Apart from the ship “De Hoomsche Keyeer'/, the

'ﬂéﬁ%ﬁtglara” has arrived with destination of Arda, in order to fetch there
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Noble Comp.'s servants have fled from Offer, to establish a lodge at
Popo. It &s hoped that the 'Roomsche Keyser' can be dispatched very
soon. ... It has been resolved to sumion comimies Valentyn Gros because
of his continuous indisposition and te give an account before us of his
administration, and to order him to transfer the Company's effects to
ondercommies Hendrik Darentsy, who should go to Popo to trade there,

£111 the war is over, if he can't trade successfully at Offer ...

18th February 1692.

Reading of a letter from commies Jan Ainsworth, Craa, who sees a pros-
pect for supplying the 'St. Clara with its required load of slaves

in the area between Craa and ida. Oppercommies Johan Staphorst, in
consideration of the fact that the Atty war should not be left un-
used, offered to do the slave trade on the St. Clara. But consider-
ing that the Negroes come continuously over land to Craa, and that
commnies Ainsworth is well informed of the situation in the places
between Popo and Craa, and on what goods are most in de 'and there
since Laay has been destroyed by the war, it was resolved to employ

rabher him' on the iSt. Claral ...

31lst May 1692,

The D.-G. has shown a request from Valentyn Gros, commies at Offer
in Ardra, in which he asks to be employed on the Gold Coast or at
Fida, again in the service of the Company. Having taken in comnsid-
eration that the said Gros has earlier abandoned the Company's lodge
at Offer and retired to Fida, with the result that the lodge has been
destroyed, and also that he has receantly very urgently requested for
his dismissal, because of his indisposition, and asked for permission
to repatriate, it has been resolved to refuse said Commies' request

and to let him repatriate on board of the little ship Hendrigtta,
although Gros has offered to stay on the Coast on his own cost till

a better ship arrives from Holland ... Oppercommies Ilendrik Van Uchelen
has offerared to administrate the Company’s affairs in Ardra ... it

has been resolved to eppoint him Chief lerchant at Fida (sic!)

16th September 1692,

The D.-G. has proposed for deliberation whether oppercommies Hendrik
Van Uchelen, appointed according to the resolution of 31lst ifay Chief
Mefchant at Fida, should go there on board of the "“Postilloni ... It

has been resolved that Van Uchelen should go there on the first occasion
in the company of two assistants in order to learn there about the
situation. There is only an ondercommies and an assistant at that
place, and we do not know whether they are alive or not, or whether

the Comp.'s effects are still there. An attempt should be made to

prevent as much as possible any damage, the more because Afferry, in
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éonj&%tion with the Aquamboes, is preparing himself to makKe war on
the Fidas. He, oppercommies,should try to bring the warring parties
to peace, and to make the King of Fida well-disposed towards him, or,
if it appears that that is not successful, to extradite the refugee
Negroes from Offer, or to give some payment for them, what ever he
. may think is best; but if it appears that such a policy would not
bring a good outcome, and his person as well as other servants of the
Noble Comp. with its effecis would be exposed to the discretion of the
victors, (in short) if he considers the situation not safe, he should
embark all the Comp.'s servants, slaves and merchandise on board of
the '‘Postillon’’, and give notice of his decisions at earliest con--
venience ', ..
WIC L463;
Chamber Amsterdam to Joél Smits, 9th December 1692.

sso We have the honour to inform Y.I. that we have agreed to equip
two ships for the slave trade, one destined to Angola and one to
Ardra, and to put on board of the ship ‘‘Rachel’, the one destined to
Ardra, an extra cargo (left over) worth f1 3,000 ... We have learnt
with regret thet the lodge at Ardra has been totally ruined by the
Negroes and that all the factors would have been murdered. If this
is really so, other measures should be taken, but for the time being
we are looking foraward receiving further information about the

true state of affairs ...

WIC 12Lk;

19th January 1693.

The D.~G. gives notice that the ship ~Kroonvogel'’ of the Chamber
Amsterdam has arrived on the 18th of last month, destined for the
slave trade ... The bargue (?: “brack") which was sent to Fida on

the 23rd of last month for a reconnaissance, returned on the 15th

of this month, bringing with it the Comp. s servants and a part of

its effects, as they were compelled to retire because of the war of
Afferry against the Fidas. Consequently no slave trading transactions
can be made there. It has thercfore been resolved to send the "Kroon-
vogel' with oppercomiiies Van Uchelen to Laay and other places in

that area to purchase slaves; but if they do not manage to acquire

the full number of 500 slaves, the ship should be dispatched to

Curagao with a lesser number ... the barque will also be sent there,

in order to bring the oppercommies and the remaining merchandise
Dicher s
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"6th July 1693. '
se. The ships 'Hercules’ ,"Rachel!, Peynenburgh’ and "Eva Mariai’, since

long expected, have at last arrived, three of them are returning ships,
one is destined to the slave trade in Ardra ... As the season is over,
it has been decided to send the ‘llercules’ as soon as poscible to Hol-
" Iand with 300 marks of gold, through the Channel, because it is too
dangerous to let it make its voyage around Ongland, but because of the
danger of attack by French pirates, it should join a coavoy from LEng-
land to Holland. It has hbeen resolved to keep the ""Eva Maria'’ and the
fluytship “Peynenburgh'’ here till next spring, as we have no other ves-
sels on the Coast than the ship ''De Brack'. De Brack'' shall have td
sail to Ardra as there is no factory there, and to collect the remaining
goods and the oppercommies from the ship -‘Rachel’ ..

The D.~G. put the question who would embark on the ‘‘Rachel’” to do the
slave trade in Ardra, where we have no lodge or servants hecause of the
war; the oppercommiesen Hendrick Van Uchelen and Jan Aynsworth said to
be inclined to go, and offered their services. ... Jan Aynsworth has

been nominated to the post ...

24th Hovember 10693,

The D.-G. has demonstrated that some differend has arisen between the
Quifferse and the Commanise, because the ing of Commany has ordered

his people to arrest some traders from uiffer with merchandise to a
value of 10:2:8 marks which they had bought from the ¥nglish at Cabo

Cors, on account of their having slept in his village. The said traders
would also have promised to trade with the Dutch and not with the English,
which promise they have not kept. Because of this quarrel the Quifferse
have declared war upon the Commanise, and in response the iing of Com-
many has distributed the confiscated goods among neighbouring states,

in order that they may support him in case of war. WH®uch a war would

be to the great disadvantage of the trade, and if the passages were closed
to the traders from Dinguira and Quiffer, we wouldn't make any money

and we would find ourselves here in the same state as the factories at
Cormantyn and ilouree, where, may CGod help us, only 3 or 4 marks of

gold have been received. The question has therefore been put forward
whether we should lend to the King of Commany the mentioned 10 marks, 2 oz
and 8 Angels claimed by the Quiffer traders, in order to avoid the war, or
not. Considering that the Company may suffer at least ten times as much
damage on merchandise which may spoil, and that the loan at a later date
may be claimed back, it has been resolved to supply the said 16:2:8 Mk.

worth of merchandise in order to settle the differend.




| ﬁhﬁ&ithu trade is "fatal’' there, because interlopors

ﬂglnhnwo and they try to stop our trade ... it has Leen delib-
sd ... and resolved to send the “Tholen' back with a cargo to be
qﬁﬂn somewhat wore atiractive price, and with commisesion to attempt

h August 1697.

e death has been reportcd of commies Pieters at Accra. Having taken into
;bnnsideration the very urgent request of the Accra deputies to have

. the commies from Doetry, of whose mild temper they said to expect much
for a peaceful and quiet co-existence, it has Teen resolved to appoint
commies Koen as commies at Craa and to accede to the request of the

Accras ...

. 23rd November 1697.

T The D.-G. proposed to Council the following public circular ...

B that it has come to I.:.'s notice that letel; some men have deserted ...
Vf but these deserters, not having tlic least reason to complain about

their pay, will lose their salaries. Not only do ther desert, they

Y: also debauch our faithful soldiers and undcrmine our defence system.

fﬁ Any deserter whom the Company cannot apprehend will be outlawed, in

the sense that whites as well as negroes may ‘“shoot such men under the
foot” (=2) on the spot, and each white or biackman will receive &4 oz.

of gold for each deserter. liveryone, none excepted, is hereby expressed-

1y warned to observe the rule that servants of the Company should not

e go more than one cannon’s shot distance away from their stations ... on
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1st November 1697.
The D.~G. demonstrated that he was informed that there would be no
interlopers on this Coast nowadays, but that all of them would have
returned to Holland, with the exception of one Zealander who is on his
way to Angola to trade slaves, wlhom he would afterwards bring to Cadix
in Spain ... .5, proposed that it would be in the interest of the lNoble
Comp. to send the frigate "‘Beschermer’, sent hither for the express pur-
pose of warding off the un-free traders, to Angola to capture the said
interloper, also considering that most of the sedison having:passed, one
should not expect any other interlopers before February, and that the
"Beschermeri’ would therefore cruise here to no avail. 1In order to
prevent the natives from suspecting the true purpose of the dispatch of
the Beschermer’, the ship will be provided with a small cargo. The
captain should also take care that he has returned before February ...
Pieter Hinke, Captain of the '‘Beschermer', is instructed ... to sail
tnder o Toreign flag to Angola, so that the natives, 1n case the inter-
loper ship is captured, will not know that it is being dome by a Dutch
Company ship, as this might be to the detriment of the Company's trade.
If the captain aforesaid manages to board the interloper ship, he should
order these in command of that ship to hand it over with its merchandise
to the WIC, under the promise that they may kecp: for themselves their
private possessions and pay, but if they refuse to accept this proposal
he should tackle them with violence. Onee the ship is captured, it should

be manned 2/3 by Comp. personnel and 1/3 of its own crew can stay aboard.

-Capt. Hinke should try to get hold of a2ll the gold the interloper has

bought, as well as the papers, but the slaves, ivory and copper may

li2)

stay on board of the prize. Returning from Angola Capt. Hinke should

sail to the Grain Coast and attempt to arrest other interlopers ...

2%rd February 1700.

The D.--G. informs Council that he has addressed himself, on the order
of the Directors of the Presidial Chamber, in a letter dated 16th Feb-
ruary, to the Agent at Cabo Cors, in order te discuss with him ways
to bring the long lasting war in the interior to an end, if possible,
0. and to insist with him that the linglish no longer protect Dutch
interlopers at their ports. D.-Gs futhkher stated that said Agent has
answered on 18th Tebruary, with some mocking remarks about the consol-
idation of the interests of both our Companies, saying that agreements

are always broken on our side, which statement th

connect with a whide
lie, according to which he, the D.-G., would have ordered the imprison-
ment of a certain Negro helonging to Jan Kabes, provided with a cane of
the English lierchant .at Commany, in the Adom country by the Caboceer
Eckouw (who does not depend of our Hation) and ordered him to seize all
the English goods passing through his land ... It has becn resolved to
send the Chief Merchants Bosman and Rohart to Cabo Cors, and on 20th Feb-
ruary they returned with a report ...

.The said gentlemen were sent to Cabo Cors to recuest from the Agent of
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Thglish R.4.C. permission to tale away from their roads the Zealand

erloper Jan Bokhoven, but they received answer from that Agent, that

should expect to be fired upon if they tried to approach the fort

ith the intention of executing the Directors® orders concerning the

said interloper, all this in spite of the fact that the Directors of the

A in l.ondon had assured the fss. of X in a letter dated 27th October

1699, that Their Hons. had sent orders to thex Agents in Cabo Cors not

e impecde our ships any longer in arresting Dutch interlopers, even

der their forts, or to protect them ... Having gone on shore, the

' said gentlemen found at their arrival one &€ our soldiers lately deserted

- from liouree keeping guard, apparently intended as an insult ... having

" waited there for a coasiderable time before the gate, they were eventually

1rbcoivod in a cool and offending manner ... the conversation with the

Agent waes so strong worde®, Lhet it looked as if we were the public

enemiee of the Inglish... The Duglish continued, with curses and abusive

i words, to accuse omr D.-G. of having given orders for the arrest of

. Negroes subject to the Unglish, and for the seizure of their goods, when

they wanted to pass through the Adom country. Although they explained

that General Van Sevenhuysen has not the least knowledge of it, and

; 8till less could have issued such orders, it was of no use. They said

( that they had not yet received any orders from their Directors to give

‘ permission to our ships for the teking away of interlopers from under
their fort, and that since 27th October they had received at least three
letterd from their masters, but that in none of them the least mention
had been made of this matter ... Considering that one cannot do anything
useful for either of the two Companies with the present disobedience of

"the iinglish Agents it has been resolved provisionally not to make any
further move.

2%rd February 1700.
«++ On the proposal to reduce the garrisons of those lodges and forts
where trade is scarce ... it has lLecn resolved not to abandon any places,
except the lodge at Ponnie, which as a result of the continuous wars of the
Aquamboes with the .kims is of little value, and to bring the assistant
there stationed as wel. as the Comp.'s effects to Craa .

10th arch 1700.
~ Resolations concerning morals and religios ... (art. 4) ... the D.-G.
- end Hembers of Council hersby rule, that anybody who thus has bred or is

&

mmum shall be obliged to take them on their
re with them to our fatherlamd on their own expense, or, in case
to die here, to reserve, each for himself, according to his
ﬁl horest maintenance and Christian education of

, snnutruthc&xropem,
~the foundation of esenomics,



as the maklng of plantations such as those of cotton
k Thelr llong. the Dircctors to send us some fathers and
this house ...

Ghief Mlerchants Bosman and [lohart, who have been charged with

ing of written reports and advice on how to pacify the warring

s in these lands, have submitted to the Council their findings.

: During the term of office of Mr. Staphorst the first differends
se between us and the Cemmanies. ... after a long, and for the Comp.
advantageous war, we made in 1696 a peace which was favourable to us,
£ it did not last long, as a result of “nglish interference, and very
oon we were compelled to engage ourselves in another war, in which we

unfortunate as in the first, and thus we stood opposed to one

- were as
for years, without any party drawing profit from it. This moved

~ us, not withput the comsent of the inglish, who had their representatives
jfattending the negotiations, to make a second time peace with the Commanies,
:.although not such a favourable one as the first. This peace would have

i lasted, if the Znglish with their inconsistent character and their assass-
§ ination of the Commany ling, had not prevented such. Ve cannot quite
penetrate into the reasons whicl have moved them, but one thing is
certain: everything was again spoilt, because although we are liwigg in
peace with the Commanies, there exisits the greatest suspicion, as the
Commanies expect that we will treat them in the same manner as the Eng-
lish have done. The rumour has spread, probably from the side of the
English, who aim at malking us more nated, that this murder has been
commited not only with our knowledge but even on our advice. Consequently
the Commanies have become more estranged of us, which has expressed itself
in that they not only have had the insolence to capture some Iiina people
but also some slaves of the loble Comp., whom they never have seen fit

to release, in spite of the General s request. They continued to per-

petrate new eacts of wantomness, which compelled the D.-G. to attack

them again, the more so as trade had virtually come to a standstill as a

result of the guarrels between ‘tJuffer and Dinkira. Since 4 months all
good understanding with the Commanies has again been destroyed, and they
~ are (again) our public ~and not like the Inglish, pretended- enemies, keep~-
‘fﬂing the passages glosddtdobbbhli. e can't even interfere in the quarrel

3 be%ﬁ@én the Dinkiras and the Juff*rs, the former are claiming 100 bendas

‘vs c}osed. Lt the moment the situation is such, that the
_Q:ced with the aid of the Tetus, Abramboes and other

,tg ‘attack Tecci Ancan who is supported by some people
: Hlth the result that there is no trade at

vthnrefore proposed to come as soon as
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Ahinsang in order to help him to defeat the Accra Negroes; there have
been numerous palavers on this issue, and considerable sums have already
been paid by the Aquamboes to the /kims. DBut every time the passages
have been open for 4, 5 or 6 months, and then the aforesaid Akims would
make new claims, till eventually (at the time I had the honour of being
stationed as Merchant at Accra) the Xing of Aguamboe, named Bansjaar,
died. He was succeeded by the former under-king, called Addo, who
sent to the Akims a present of 30 Ps. slaves, 40 perpetuans and 50
small crates of brandy ... in order to promote friendship and trade,
because the Akime, who live in a country which is very rich in gold,
have to pass through his countr’ in order to do their trade at Accra.
But they, the Akims, rejected his offer, saying that they had the rights
to the entire inheritance of Bansjaar; and though they had the goodness
to leave the Aquamboes in the possession of it, they claimed such great
sums, that it was impossible for the lLquamboes to pay them. Even when
Addo proposed to give 300 bendas of gold (which he would have had to
bowrow) if the Chief of the Akims would give him his little cousin as
a hostage and would not make further claims, this proposal was not
accepted by them, the Akims, which makes us fear that this matter can
have no other outcome than the total ruin of the one or the other, in
which case none of the white lations will dare to interfere. And even
if the Akims were willing to take Addo’s proposal into consideration,
neither the English, nor the Danes would be ready to lend such an amount
... and if we were to lend those 300 bendas, the English and Danes would
profit from it through their interlopers ... we shall have to leave the

outcome of this affair to time ...

25th llay 1700.

D.-G. communicates the informations he has received yesterday from

ida . . about the sad conditicn oi the slavetrade there. Cornelis
Gyssen van der iStolk, Capt. of the ‘Graff van Laanwyck'' complains that
in the period from 20th January to 26th April 1700 he has received only
357 Ps. slaves, of whom 30 have already died, and explains that this is
50 because of the numerous I'rench and ‘nglish ships which arrive there.
He adds that he needs firewood and boxes of milhio, and that he will
have to leave if he does not receive some soon. It has been resolved
to send him some ...

BEquipagiemeester (director of the victualling office) Daniel Pets
has reiterated his request to be exzcused from sailing to Fida on hoard
of the ship ''Croonvogel'' tc supervise the purchase of slaves ... founding
his reguest mainly on the fact that he has never been ashore in that
area and that he is ignorant of the manner of that trade there, which is
quite different from the one in iLugola (which he knous very well). And as
he would indeed be of little service there, mentioned Pets and the Capt.

of the “Croonvogel!’ have been summoned to the Councilemeeting. The Capt.,
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e
‘§when agked whether he would be able to do the trade to the satigfaction

~ of the Hon. Gentlemen the Directors without the aid of an Lquipagiemeester,
answered '"Yes'', because he has on several occasions been ashore in Offra

¥ and assisted with the trade, and he has a fair knovledge of the Customs

- and the Habits of the Natives of that area; he admitted that the Iquip-

agiemeester would be of little use to him, never having been there. As

B e

we need the latter herey it has been decided to write to Oppercommies

Poll in Fida, that he should try to give the Capt. as much help as he
may need ...

WIC 97; Letters from the Coast of Guinea.

Van Sevenhuysen to Ass. of X, Ilmina, 8th May 1699.

«s. On the urgent request of the under-king of Aquamboe I have now for
more than 14 years encouraged the trade at Ponnie, where I propose that
we should establish a fort or lodge. It has provided us with very good
slaves and abundant gold, and it is of such importance, that the English
have already insisted with the upper-king that he makes us depart from
there. ... As there are abuhdant and good slaves for sale, so many that
English and Portuguese ships sometimes get their entire load at that
place, we could take over that trade, if only we had a fort there; in
that way we could always provide the slave ships at their arrival if not
with their entire locad, at least with a large part of it from our stocks,
~which would much contribute to their early dispatch. Iloreover, much gold
is also being received there, even when the passages towards Accra are
being closed by the upper-king, because then the other one authorises
those to Ponnie to stay open ... the construction of this fort should not

cost more than 10,000 florins

Van Sevenhuysen to Ass. of X, Wlminra, 25th August 1699.

.... even the interlopers have at present little trade, receiving only
poor gold, of which we cannot give any other explanation than that the
peoples in th interior still have war rather than trade on their minds;
we still have to wait for the outcome of all these wars ... lleanwhile,
we hope that Y.H. may have better luck and profits from the slave trade,
which, in our humble opinion has lately been rather prosperous here as

well as at Fida ...

Van Sevenhuysen to Ass. of ¥, Llmina, 15th April 1700,

«+o I have received V.Hs' highly esteemed letter of 26th September Ao.Po.,
and I see with the greatest regret that I seem to have caused Y.Hs' dis-
pleasure with my direction as well as with my writings, and I beg Y.Hs in
the humblest way to grant me forgiveness ... I would indeed rather have
had the good fortune of my predecessors, who could satisfy you with

brief informations and lots of gold, than having to send V.Hs. endless
reports on local wars ... On ¥.Hs' complaints that I have not held the
lloble Comp.'s servants to their duty, T pray Y.Hs. will remember that
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other Generals have from time to time had to make similar complaints.

Examples like that of ondercommies Van Ypeven are self-evident ... I

really can't prevent all those who are inclined towarde debauchery on

all occasions, particularly those who in the middle of the night £ill
themselves up with strong drinks in their loneliness ... That the pros-
perity of V.Hs' Noble Comp. depends on rade rather than on wars, I thought
to have shown to have understood, in particular if one reads my letters

to the English on this subject ... Concerning Y.Hs' complaints about the
poor returns in gold, I may indicate that from the books it appears that

in a period of 8 years, vis. from 1668 to 1676, only 3,150 marks of gold
have been sent from this Coast. And in those years there were just wars
between the Natives themselves, whilst nowadays there are wars between the
Buropeans and the llatives as well as wars between the Natives themselves;
hence Y.Hs. should very well re@iise that the present wars do not just
cause impediments to Trade,; but its very standstill ... and that the war
continues as a result of the murder the Lnglish have committed on the

King of Cammany ... Y. IlIs. are very well aware that D.-G. Sweerts has start-
ed the whole war against the llegroes in order to keep the French and the
English away from Commany, and equally that General 5mits has had a lot

of trouble about that place with the nglish ... I don't see why the Eng-

lish are still trying to extend their possessions: the only profit which

)|
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I believe the linglish expect from this Coast, is the recognition which

hey draw from a large number of ships dispatched to this Coast ... As

for the Brandenburghers, who according to their own saying have not less
than 60 men in their service at Frederiksburg, they have not had any ships
of their vwn for years ... The third cause of the decline of the trade can
be found in the multitude of interlovers ... in two days not less than

35 sails have been counted at the Srandenburgher fort, and the English

say themselves that in a relatively short time not less than 80 recognition
ships, from England as well as from Jamaica and Barbados, have arrived
here. A1l of them are destinsd to trade gold as well as slaves, but this
Coast cannot provide gold for so many traders. General Sweerts has, during
his term of office, sold bedsheets to an amount of 685 marks of gold, at

a rate of 34, 35 or even 40 ps. per benda, but in my term of office we

have never given more than 3%2...

..o I believe to remember gquite well to have hears from the late opper-
commies Jan Aynsworth liow he found in the vear 1693, anchored off Poppo
with the ship ""Rachel’’, such abundance of slaves at that place, and their
owners so eager to sell them, that even without going on shore or paying

the least customary duties, he got his entire load within 10 or 11 days,

7

paying less for them than indicated on the pricelist...

<. The Lnglish Premier fhgent Duckeridge, vho by his murdering the King of
Commany is the cause of the earlier mentioned war, went subsequently to
Annemaboe in order to move the Fantynse to help him against the Commanise.

But although this request was accompanied by a promise of 300 bendas of
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Bld, they declined. " On his way back, he visited Chief llerchant Bosman
at Iiloure, where he complained about it, and made it known that he wished
%hat I would co-operate with him, in particular in order to bear the
ﬁar“expenses <2+ Later he has again exprecsed his desire that we should
‘ﬁouoperate with him through the Negroes. in particular through Tekki
@nkan Siaie

;ﬁan Peyenhuysen to Lss. of X, Blmina, 2lst June 1700.

XComplainS about laxity of slave trade ... of the 357 slaves bought by the
Capt. of the Graaif van Laanwyck” (cf.:p.43) 102 had beecn bought on the
Bold Coast) ... I therefore advise V.Hs. not to dispatch too many ships
@o this Coast for slaves, and rather to send them for that purpose to
'.;Angola° ao. We'do need more rifles here, because the Negroes inland
;seem to heve a lot of war on their minds, in perticular the Dinkirase,
éwhose designs are however difficult to predict, as there are constantly
%rumours about them that they either want to fight with the Asjantese, or
‘with the Fantynse, the Tjufferse, .domse, Jassase or the inhabitants of
fthe Ancoberse River (sic). /And as long as those rumours circulate, there
lare no goods more current than fire arms. CQther goods are little in
._demand or sold by dinterlopers. s ..

The Commanise have.since my last letter of 15th April, been defeated,
mainly because we are not provided with fire arms. Consequently I have
not been able either to provide the merchants, whc in spite of all Tng-
lish efforts to divert them, have come to this Castle over the Commany
road, with what they asked for, and it is with the greatest regret that

I have had to let them go to the Lnglish at Caho Corse to buy their needs;

this makes me very sad and heartbroken.

Yan Sevenhuysen to As=. of X, lilmina, 30th May 1701.

oo At Commany the Hegroes living under our fort have intercepted some
water-barrels of an lingiish barque ... The FEnglish merchants fired a
cannon-ball through our fort, followed by 3 or 4 others fired into the
village, with the result that one llegro was killed and another one wounded.
... the English answer our complaints with counter-complaints... Concerning
the condition of Trade on this Coast, it is with the greatest sadness that we
. have to report, that it has never been so bad, as a result of the war

% between Ahsjantee and Dinkira. in which Alkim got also involved, and

. consequently the three most powerful countries, which are alkso the richest
in gold are now involved in heavy warfare. The Dinkirase have since long
been very bellicose and proud of their victories, and so they have become
ﬁnbearable to their neighbours. They have ruined the Akkanistse, the
Tjufferse, the Adomse, the Vassase and the Awinse, but now it is their

turn to take révenge on the Dinkirese. lost of them have decided to close
~all the passages to the beach, in order to cut off the Supgly of arms and

ammunition to the Dinkirase, which has given to the Assjanteese, who are
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are much stronger in men and well provided with everything, a great ad-
vantage, and if they know how to make use of it, both they and we our=-
selves would be happy, because as soon as they attack, all the other
before mentioned states will attack Dinkira, with the result that it
will be completely destroyed and that we could again trade; but on the
other hand, if Assjantee, even if it is in such an advantageous position,
does not dare to bite through, tlic others must also keep quiet, and in
that case things would be even more miserable on this Coast for us,
because in that case we cannot expect but a long-lasting war, and the
Dinkirase will ruin all those who at present, by their closure of the
paths, incommodate them. Although everybody desires the downfall of
such a fearsome and warmongeriing state as Dinkira, nobody seems to dare
to declare that war, because the Dinkirase have always been lucky at war.
If the Dinkirase won, this would bLe the death~blow to oir trade, and

I join my desires to those cf the biggest party, although it would be
much betver if peace could be restored ..

ses As a result of his'utter grecdiness an fnglishman anchored near the
Inglish fort at Infuma has bought a gquantity of copper where he expected
to buy 50 marks of gold ...

oo« The slave trade is in as bad a shape as the gold trade at the moment,
although we thought that the present wars in th interior would rather
promote the offer of slaves. DBut the nglish, competing among themselves,
buy old ones and young ones, good ones and bad ones, paying as much as
2 to 3 oz. gold for them (more than 100 florins Dutch value), whilst
in Suriname only fl 210.~. is paid for one Pieza d'India. It is my humble
opinion that it would not be a bad thing to thwart, nay, ruin the IEnglish
and other nations, if ¥Y.Hs. could agree to open this Coast also to:=Dutch
free-traders for a period of 2, 3 or 5 years, on a payment of 10 to 12 %

| recoghition on the cargoes ...
Van Sevenhuysen to Ass. of ¥, lilmine, 16th ilovember 1701.
«oo After his first visit on 26tlL September 1699 on behalf of Ilis liajesty
the King of Irance, in order to talke possession of Assiné, the Chevalier
Damon has on 2nd October 1700 returned in the company of earlier menticned
Hegro called Hannibal, whom he brought to Assiné. IHe said that the King
has allowed him to give away at that place gallantries to a value of more
than 100,000 écus (which is unbelievable):; thev would consist mainly of
some extraordinary medal or other piece of gold, offered to the Chief
there, with images of the King, the Dauphin, the Dukes of Burgundy, Anjou,
Beryy, Orleans and other Princes of the Dlood, furthermore a heavy silver
dinner-set, carpets, mirrors, chairs and other rich luxuries which are
required for a royal househdld ... but from Axim it is reported that they
are not only disturbed by peoples from the interior, but also that they
are in Assiné deprived of the supply of victuals ...

It is again my 8ad duty to have to report on the bad condition of the trade;

although the Assjanteese, quite in accordance with my and everybody's desire,
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i day not even 2 marks of gold in cash. This is so because the Assjanteese
are so full of the rich loot of the Dinquirase, that they do not think of
trading, but rather spend their days lustily in the defeated country of
Dinkira. All this has made us decide, on the advice of the principal
Lkkanists, on an enterprise which has so far never been undertaken, viz.
to send ondercommices David Van lyendael (who offered his service thereto)
as an ambassador to the very feared Caboceer or Chief of Assjantee, after
having provided him with an extensive instruction on how to behave himself,
as well as with considerable prcsents for that Chief and his principal
elders, all this in order that the wars may be ended once for all and
the trade may be resumed ... Ye are full of hope, because the Accaniste,
who were three years ago defeated by the Dingquirase, have been revenged,
and seem again to be in a good shape. They seem to favour us much. They
have always been great traders and they seem to enjoy great respect of

the Assjantese ...

WIC 98.

e

W. De Ta Palma to Ass. of ¥, Blmina, 26th  June 1702.

e arrived on 16th ilay 1702 on the Ulmina roads, and the Hon. General

Van Sevenhuysen came to receive us, abput a pistol's shot's distance from
the Castle; arvived in the Castle, H.E. the General requested the Council
to convene, and in the presence of the liembers of that Council I have
given publicity to the orders and commissions of Their Highmightinesses
the States-General ...

+e» Concerning the use of the cruiser '‘De Arent” for trade, I must say,
with Y.ls' permission, that we must think twice before doing that, because
if the Natives get to know what kind of ship it is, they will be afraid of
going on board of it, as it is well known that on several sruisers of the
lioble Comp. excesses have been comnitted in the form of robbery of the
Hatives' gold and goods or of carrving them away in the slave-holds, and
the promotion of private trade, contributing very little to the profit of
the Noble Comp. «.-.

To our heart-rending sadness we have found trade in a condition of which

no example has been seen since the days that this Coast came under Y.Hs'®

authority; during a peiod of more then 1% years not a single trader has
dared to come to Llmina Castle; although some people pretend that this is
50 because of the continuous wars between the Asjantese and the Dinkirase,
in reality the fault is with General Van jevenhuysen, who has acted so

. rigorously that Elmina looks virtually devastated as a result of his
robbing the inhabitants of their goods, his arrcst of free llegroes and

H his selling them as slaves and his massacring of subject natives who came

i to seek protection under the Comp.'s forts. The Natives have generally

~ beecn treated in such a harsh way, that they have become afraid of trading

with the Dutch Nation. So we have found the Trade thoroughly disturbed

| ﬁﬂg;é@%iseeﬁbrutaliaed. If we had not been able to meet the Natives

» ﬁﬁfi? uﬁbaﬂnded>bloodthirstiness might have caused, to all

day.

{ur prgdecessor, promoted to the



eI

s L

=49~
(uzc 98 cont.)
directorate of this Coast in spite of his premature knowledge of the

affairs of this Coast, may have found it difficult to govern the Natives

~in accordance with their old customs and manners, and lacking better

knowledge, he has left complete frecdom to his boy, called Akim, and

he has in fact allowed him to dominate him completely in his transactions
with the Natives under our fortress at Ilmina. Consequently more than

two thirds of the Natives have felt compelled to retire under the protect-
ion of the English, Danes and Breandenburgers or to other refuges in order
to escape their extortion of slaves and goods. So we have found Llmina
quite depopulated, and in stesad of the 12,000 able~bodied men of earlier
days, we find that we would have to rely on a mere 1,000 in case of attack
by another FEuropean lation. 1ith the most deplorable death of King William
in mind, and the proclamation of Princess Anna as Queen on that same

24th March, and the great change w
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hich this must have brought about, we
have very well understood that there are reasons to exercise all our
powers in order to bring ourselves in a state of proper defence against
all sorts of occurrences. Since no Auropean Nation can feel itself safe
in this Coast unless the surrounding Natives are on its side, I have
applied myself with heart and soul toc the procuration of the friendship
of all neighbouring states towards the loble Comp. On 29th liay the
Kings of I'etoe and Commendo have renewed the contracts of their predecess-
ors in the presence of Fiscal Joan Rohart and oppercommies Nic. Poll.
Afterwards we showed to them the presents in the form of the velvet
(covered) chairs, and in order to animate them to continue the Trade
with greater force, we have promised the aforesaid Kings to let them
have those chairs when we seec sonme fruits of that Trade.

Y.Hs. may wonder why we sent a petition for goods of which according
to the accounts there is still a reasonable quantity in stock in the
various factories:; but these are so bad in their ‘kind, that they are
virtually unsalable; at the factory in Accra for instance, the trade
seems to revive, and as 60 hoxes of bedsheets are required there we
find ourselves compelled to demend that cuantity. The grecn perpetuans
are equally so bad and miserably coarse, that no market in the world
could be found for them, the more so as the ¥inglish outdo us in fine-
ness and size. I therefore inform V.Hs. that I have decided to send
back a quantity of spoilt rifles, powder and other goods.

The trade under Y.Hs® jurisdiction here in Guinea consists of three
capital points, viz. that of the Gold Coast, the forteful continuation
of the slave trade and the continous navigation along the Bight and the
Rivers. The Gold Coast is subject to many changes and uncertainties
as a result of the continuous wars as a result of which the Natives
have much deviated from tlhesir ordinarv manner of trade; for this reason
the market secms at present to démand only rifles and powdeér, and these
only of the very best kind. For the Gold Coast trade we would need
nothing but a goocd quantity of carabines of the kind of I enclose an

example, fine long rifles, fine grecn pervctuans, green obtuse pipebeads
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and yellow little beads (olivetjes’’) or aheyne coffé. Although there
is here abundance of rifles and carabines, we can't arouse the Natives’
appetite for them, and if we want to sell some to them we therefore have
to offer 21 for 2 oz. Ye have to put our prices at such a low level bec-
ause of the great influx of Lnglish fine fifearms if we want at least
prevent other Nationsfrom trading with the same methods and the best
kind of merchandise.

Concerning the second chapter of the trade,the sleve trade, that of
ours should be considered of such a nature, that it should be carried

on forcefully by a great number of shipns. One might say that the annual

AR

provision for the colonies of Surinamen and Curacao is satisfactory, but
it is also definitely true that there arc so many foreign Nations as well
as Dutch and Zeland interlopers who profit by taking their slave loads
to the Spanish Vest Indies. Y.Hs. would draw much greater profit from
this trade if you sent a few more and bigger ships, and in that case

we would advise to re-establish the Lodges at Ofra, I'ida and Popo.

But if ¥.Hs. were to persist by resolving to be the masters of the
importation of all cowries, buying them " & tou pris’ (sic), we can
assure you that in that way we would set the law to all Nations: they
would have to regulate themselves to our will, and we would be complete
masters of the slave trade. But I should add the reguest that in future
that trade be entrusted to experienced captains only, and not to such
men as Capt. Roem, of the '"Beurs Van Amsterdam’, who had never been to
Fida before, and to whom a very valuable capital had been committed. We
had to send him palm oil and milhio from here, whilst those mcommodities
can be had much more casily and cheaply ir Ardra, and he has in that

way detibifedithe lexpensesi. Lle have Tthe greatest dififieulties of the

world with ships destined to the slave trade arriving here in Elmina

=

with badly arranged cargoes or lacking all sorts of items, refusing to
accept slaves who have heen bought on this Coast. They want to make
the greatest profit for themselves, aﬁd we can't correct them in Tthis.
FPinally, concerning the third chapter of the trade, that on the Bight
and Rivers, we arc of the opinion that annually four yachts would be
needed. At present there are only two yachts, the “Anna Jacoba’’ and
the "Neptunus', which have insufficient crew. In order not to have
ships staioned fruitlessly on the roads, we have ordered the iNeptunus®
to make a voyage along the coast; this yacht has left Blmina with an
assorted cargo on 3rd June. If ¥.Us. were to decide to send us the
required yachts, we could control the entire trade, thus preventing
other Hlations from taking part in it. In that case we could order those
yachts ... to remain 3 or 4 months there in the rivers, till another
yacht comes to take over coming from another river, like Rio del Rey,

Calabry, Gabon or Cabo Topez, so that we can keep continuous possession

of our position there, and thus frustrate other lations in their intent-
LONE wiws



vﬁwﬁyau that ondércdmmies David Van Nyendael departed on 9th
f?b. to Assiante on the ordcrs of our predecessor. You may read
 activities there in the enclosed journal (not found), which

s on the last day of llay 1701 and ends on this day. Aquamboe, a

at kingdom at (sic) Accra which is ver7 rich in gold is inseparably
lined (sic) towards thc inter.ect of the Company and trade is remarkably
‘increasing there. At Commendo, 3 hours from Dlmina, is the powerful trader
@an Cabes, nephew of the great :iercadoor Abam whom we animate with all our
force towards the interest of the Company, but he seems to be afraid to

- come to Elmina, as a result of his fear of Willem Bosman, who, on the

1 orders of Director-General Staphorst had the design of shooting him with

I a pistel. DBut before that could have been done, the aforesaid Bosman

' liging het zyn zak los’ (&?) ... these arc not the proper means to promote
the trade. Y.Hs., receiving every day reports from whites as well as from
natives that there is a general fright and fear of (meeting) General Van
Sevenhuysen, we wish that he returns to the fatherland, as well as opper-
comiies \/illem Dosman; otherwise the trade will never come back. They

have only taken care of their private interest, and left the Company's

goods rot in the storeliouses. ile have received requests from Christians
as well as from Barbarians to tolerate a general amnesty.

In view of the general poor coadition of the Trade, we have taken into
consideration the planting of cotton and sugarcane. Concerning the cotton,
with which our predecessor has started more than a year ago, we may say
that i¢ is reasonably successful, but, in order to continue this work with
vigour we would need a very great nunber of slaves, which this Coast
lacks completely. l!le have thercfore resolved to send the yacht Anna
Jacbﬁu. as soon as it returns from its coastal voyage on which it has left
on 4th April, to Fida in order to bu- therc 250 ps. slaves, in order to
make ﬁsg of them for the cultivation of cotton, on the banks of the river
of @hﬁﬁa, as well as at Doutry and ixem. e may induce the natives, by
our example that the planting of cotton is profitable, to grow those plants
“*ttbﬁ&r own profit, because this work can only be profitable when done

iﬁ'érait quantity, we will require an instrument like the mills which are
} ﬂéu @ulnqap and other places, in order to pur1fy the cotton.

_ting oi sugar on the riverbanks near Chama, Doutry and Axem;
e perly its cultivation, we have, when we
tihe Canary Islands, already on 5th
Governcr of Zur;naemen with the sh:p
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(Enclosure to W.De la Palma‘s letter of 26th June 1701)

List of Servants of the Company on this Coast.

At Blmina: li. De la Palma and at loure: 3 commiesen & Assistants
10 High Officials elEgldlore
5 Assistants 13
2 Auditors
11 "Trynspersonen‘ at Cormantyn: 1 Assistant
(craftesmen?) 12 soldiers

1 standardbearer
64 soldiers

o '
9 at Apam: 1 commies
at Commany: 1 commies 1 Assistant
i

13

1 assistant soldiers
§ soldiers
O

O !

it at Accra: 1 commies
p 2 Nssistants
at Cama: af commies 19 soldiers
5 soldiers =
g 22
at Saccondee: 2 assistents on St.Iago Hill: 1 commander
2 soldiers 16 soldiers
Iy ' =
: navigating persons: 3L
at Boutry: commies David Van Nyendael; Ondercommies is

soldiers Asjante 1

assistants

1
2
6
at Axem: 1l commies
2
' 6 soldiers

O

Total: 238 persons

Report by Fiscal Rademacher, Chief llerchant Dosman and Oppercommies Poll,
kth HMay 1701 (to Van Sevenhuysen)

... Accra could well be defended if only 25 men could be stationed on
each of the bays (%) of Socco in the iest and Labade in the East, on
condition that the Natives kept neutral ... but as we are fully aware
that the Coast is at present ill provided with men, -and that the maintenance
of our fort there is of the highest importance, it is necessary to look
for ‘other meéns, of which two come to our mind: the first is to move the
Aguamboe King Ado to help us, which would be quite easy now that he is
staying in our fort, and in fact has sworn to come personally to our

aid with a sufficient number of men. In that case the fort would indeed
be in no denger of attack; but in exchange we have also promised that
Ning to protect him against all his enemies, to take his, and his under-
kingfs effects in safeguard and to return them to them when they come to
claim them. BLven if the said King does not keep his word when we need
his help, we have yet ‘another safegunard in the form of the young men

of the village of our under-~king, if we provide them at least with 500

good rifles and 2,000 pounds of gunpowder. ¥Hven then we could very well

withstand any attack from l.nd or sea.

1
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W. De la Palma to Ass. of X, Blmina, 17th July 1702, Copy of De la ™.

" Palma's letter to Van lyendael (n.d.)

... Y.H.'s first lettor of 5th May 1702 has been recived by Messrs. Van
;Bevenhuysen and Nosuan, as appears from the journal iir. Van Sevenhuysen
‘Hhas handed over to me, in which it Lo been inserted. On 16th July we
-'have received y.H.'s letter of 27nd June, from which we sec that matters
~ have changed into youx advantage; in order to make V.H., acquainted with
llthe affairs of this Coust, we may inform you, that we left Vlissingen

" on 19th liarch 1702 and arrived here safely on 16th ilay. Ye experience
t?that the Trade and the latives have beon totally ruined as a result of

l the robbery of their gold, goods and blood, and I see that the Natives
have been frightened away from any dealings with the Dutch. I believe
that Y.H. knows well whost fault this is, and I do not have to tell

you more on that matter. Tut the liativee sav that the broker Akim has
been the chief executiovner, and therefore it ie his master who is the
chief culprit. Ilessrs Van Jevenhuysen and losman have been repatriated
on 27th July 1701, with 50 marks of gold.

Although we have never becn able quite to penetrate into the back-
ground of the reasons for y.l.'s embassy, we shall vwvait for y.H.'s
return and a detailed report. Y.H.'s last letter, sent through the
~ boy of Crantje, has been transmitted by my boys Jan and Affo, when on

meeting them on their way to Accany with brandy and velvet cloths he
showed them his little cap. They had been sent to the three Heads of
Accany, viz. Tiboy, Awaree and Intimme Coffy, in order to find out what
advantage we could draw from them ... We see from Y.H.'s letter, that
you got permission from the Ruler Zay, and therefore our aim to open
the paSsages.through Lecany and the present circumstances will much
facilitate Y.il.'s return. e shell send the recuired provisions of

. tobacco, medicines, butter, ore crate of distilled liquid, and, if we
can get one, a red velvet cloth, as well as a black cocked hat with a
red plume, a copy of the two I have “rough for my own use. If it happens
that my boy is received by the Quler Zay in Y.l.'s presence, Y.H. may
announce to him in our name, that in the ten years that we have been at
Elmina, we have tried as best as we could as to do well to all Traders,
that I have learnt of the great power and wealth of the Ruler Zay, and
that I wish that his greatness increase and express itself in the great-
ness of the Trade which he may bring here to the Castles; and if he
~desires tO‘qend a son hither, he may be assured that our boys Affo and

i Jan will accompany him, and we shall treat him as a Prince of the Land.

Y H. should 1nform the Nuler, that we liave, on his recommendation to open
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that Y.H. can pass through safely. Ve also send hereby a costly linen
cloth embroidered with gold and silver for the Prince, son of the Zay,
or, if he does not have one, for his wife.

The Gentlemen Directors (read: officials) who in the past have used
their authority only in their own advantage, are iuow no longer able to
extort from the MNatives their goods, gold and blood, and under our
authority they will see nothing but a general affection and desire to
revive the Trade. ... Ye are at present already indebted to the liina
storehouse to an amount of 15 marks of gold, but our emoluments over the
past two months amounts to culy 1 mark 4 or., so that Y.H. may imagine
what great profit we make nowvadays. /As soon as {.H. returns from his good
offices in the verious countries, we shall keep open for Y.H. a place as
Commies for the continuation of the Trade, so that Y.H. may enjoy a

proper recompensation for the resolution which Y.H. took so courageously.

HEnclosure "M in De la Palma to Ass. of X 17th July 1702:

To=-day, 10th June 1702 appeared before me, J.Rademacher, Fiscal at
Elmina, the lMakelaer Akoe concerning 17 bendas gold he had provided to
buy merchandise ... that the former ilakelaer Akim, slave of the former
Director-General Van Sevenhuyvsen, has in fact ordered his people to
take away all the merchandise which had been bought with the mentioned
quantity of gold, and that he (/kim) has delivered those goods afterwards
to the mentioned General, who confiscated them on the spot on the pretext
that it had been a transacticn of prohikited trade. The said Akoe declares
furthermore that it is true that Akim had told him, Akoe, on an earlier
occasion that he, /[kim, in the company of General Van Sevenhuysen had
bought on board of two Zealand interlopers anchored before or near the
English Castle Cabo Corse, perpetuans and other merchandise for the
Coast trade to a value of 16 bendas ... and that at the time that King
Abetecki of Commanie had come in the garden of Elmina in order to make
a new péace, all the said interloper ;joods have been brought to Hlmina
on the orders of General Van fevenhu;sen, and that they have been stored
in Akim's house...

(follpws a "IList of Pretensions against the former D.-G. Van Sevenhuysen®
in which V.S. is accused of i.a. ‘‘falsification of 100 bendas worth of gold,
on behalf of the Commeny King Abetecki for his war, and the extortion of
various sums from not less than 41 persons)

-« Akoe declares furtherumore, that when there was war between Abetecki

and Teckiankan, the General had sent the llakedaer ikim, together with

hinf, Akoe, as well as Claas, the General'’s boy, to 'tJuffer, in order to
ask the people there to march out in 2id of mentioned Teckiankan; that

the General had sent with the mentioned persons 11 bendas of gold for that

purpose, and that the ‘tJlifferse have accepted that gold, on the condition
that they would return it if they 4id not engage themselves in that war ...

the said Genersl therefore has to claim those 11 bendas bhack.
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Draft Circular by W. De la Palma (n.d.)

jTo all those who shall see or hear redd out the present announcement,
salute !

Whereas we have found in the period of 6 mounths after we landed on this
Coast a general decay and ruin of the Trade, not only because of the evil
conduct of the Natives but also because we find that some Christians have
 become very intimate and familiar with the Barbarians and lNatives with no

other purpose than to benefit from that familiarity in order to execute

all sorts of frauds and extortions to the prejudice of the Interest of
the Noble Company,

and that several Christiens, making use of the right to take some
goods out of the Company's storehouses in order to let them be sold by
their boys or slaves at other factories use the occasion to carry on their
private trade with interlopers and to board un-frece ships in order to
do the prohibited trade to the zreat prejudice of the Company, whilst
if they are caught they pretend that it is being done in the name of
their black boys,

Therefore is it, that the Council hLhas deliberated and in order to
prevent any further frivolous excuses of that kind, hasissued the foll-
owing regulations which shall have to be olLeyed by the Comp.'s servants:
1. A1l Chief lierchants and llembeis of the Council on this Coast will

henceforth be allowed to take into their service at most 2 black boys
for their private use;

2. All llerchants or Commanders on the outer-forts will not be authorised
to maintain more than one blaclt boy in their private service. Infract-
ion of this rule will be punished with the confiscation of such excess
servant(s) on behalf of the Poor ...

3. If a black boy is caught in the act of private trade ... he shall
at once be sold away as a slave, or incase he escapes he shall be
outlawed, and he who shoots him or brings him back alive will be
recompensated with one benda of gold.

L. Prom now onwards all servants of the Company wil! have to desist from
taking any goods from the store houses or let them sell by their boys
or by their whores. Goods will only be sold to black merchants coming

to the fortresses of the Comp. straight from the interior, and servants of

the Comp. shall no longer be allowed to defraud the loble Comp. through

the refinements of their black whores and boys.

5. DBut considering that there are some lerchants who may wish to send

. his servant into the land with some presents for approaching traders,
it will be permitted to keep a boy for that purpose ...
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i Nt“wﬁﬁ ‘the sleve trado in ingols ... Ue lLave dis-
Van den Droucke with a proper Instruction to 7ida, in
! ?Qﬁai eut if 4t would be poseible to re-establish our slave
je ﬁi‘iﬁ in a proper nhnpo lle reported that he has been regedived

2 fﬁilﬂﬁ at Fida. Commies Van den Droucke has taken detailed inform-

g tions for drafting a cargo-list for the purchase of 500 Ps. slaves,

e:ih” would not cost more than fl 44l a piece. He returned with 122 Ps.

;-iiliio to replace old and deceased slaves on this Coast as well as for

l?'iha planting of cotion at various places near factories which may be

';'.@propriate for such an enterprise, having left there orders for the

! 'oatablishment of a considerable lodge to the provisicnal ondercommies

1 Jen de Vries. As it has pleased Y.Hs. to entrust us with the direction

‘b! the slave trade, we have appointed Commies Van den Droecke under Y.Hs'

approbation, after having asked all liembers of the Council and Chief

lierchants, all of whom refused however to take up that appointment as

. none of them had ever been in Fida. Commies Van den Droeacke has gone

' thither on 7th June 1703. ... This being the beginuing or foundation
with which we hope to statt the slave trade, we shall see if with all
pﬁusible cautlon we could re-establish the lodges at Offra in Ardra and

: at Popo. If this is going to be effective, we can assure I.ls. that

 we shall make the slave trade flourish again.

J“i'hlva understood from various reporits, from whites as well as from

ﬂb&iwis on this Coast, that several captains have sunk so low as to

ﬂiﬁ address themselves on our behalf to the French iierchant there, one

+ Bouchet, with the humble recuest if he would mind to take care

r trade, and how the said merchant has cheated them ... This is
ason why lately the slave trade hac lLeen Bo costly to the

ious succeseive reports and a Resolution of the

' 1t necessary and demanded by the interest of
Fre with the means we have from taking
, as wall as to find out on that
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special efforts to turn his mind from that, because King Ado of Aguamboe
had just died and his brother had succeeded him. ...
On 12th July 1703 we received information from Commies J.D.Ingelby at
Axim that there were four French ships near the French fort at Assiné,

and that (their captains) bragged that they would attack ug, and that

in reveonge for the attack we had undertaken on their fort on 12th lNovember
1702 they would now attack one of our forts. Upon this we had ourselfes
transported to Axim through Commendo, Anta, Adom, Axim and Ancober, where
we found great enthousiasm to assist us against the TFrench. The French,
when they had got knowledge of this anchored off Jumoree, 8 hours from
Axim, have evacuated the fort St.Louis at Assiné, taking with them the
entire garrison and all the ammunition, abandoning it after having spiked
the cannons. It was an extraordinary coincidence that the ships ""De Tygeri,
“Carolus Secundus' and ' ‘Christiaen’, coming from the fatherland and

having reached that point, were warned by the faithful Negroes of Jumoree
not to sail any further because there were L4 big French ships on the
leeward of Cabo Apollonia. The French sailed subsequently to Accra,

where they requested the King of Aguamboe for permission to build a fortress
in his land, either at Chabra or at Ponnie, 6 miles from Accra. But on
12th August the Agents of Cabo Corso informed us in a letter that they

had received a report from their factor at Accra, thet the French had
sailed straight to Fida in order to buy slaves. Considering the strong
position that Hation has acquired in ingola, we cannot but conclude than
that France has the intention of taking a similar position in T'ida, and

to attach the Natives in both places to their interest by means of gifts;
if the Dutch and iinglish do not take countermeasures soon, it will be
difficult to drive them out again. (The King of ) France imagines that

he will be so victorious for his son's son, the Duke of Anjou, that he
will conquer the entire district of the Spanish West Indies, and he

knows that for the cultivation of those lands he will every year need

an immense number of slaves, and therefore he has chosen the best places:
Angola and Fida. ...

Concerning the Trade on Bight and Rivers, we doubt not that Y.ls. will
enjoy the required benefits, because V.Hs. may please consider that if

we have besgn able to collect in the time of 10 months not less than

38,000 1bs ivory and crevell (Small & broken tusks) with two old and
tired yachts whose pumps could hardly keep them afloat, how much more
could Y.Hs. not expect from three good little ships with a proper cargo!
The factory at Accra alone has produced during our presence there more
than 240 marks of gold, bought mostly with bedsheets, half Guinezen',
"Bree Tapgzels’, rifles and gunpowder ...

We shall execute Y.Hs' order to make the King of Commany arrest Zduard
Barter or delig%rtgémtggugieghe inglish. Barter has indeed always bee?

the principal cause/which have developed in V.Hs' Trade. Although he is

& naturalised ©nglishman and married in TLondon, the fnglish have decided

to take everything away from him (notein margin: died at Commendo on 15th
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July) We wish to live in good harmony with the Znglish, in particular
in order to oppose with them the interlopers; but considering the infinite
number of 10% ships which continue to trade on this Coast from the whole
of England, Jamaica, Barbados and other snglish Colonics and are destined
to the slave trade, we believe that it will be difficult to convince the
Royal Company. When General Brown arrives, now expected any day, we

shall however make another attempt.

4

Uith the present zhip we send also a sample of the cotton which we

have collected before the arrival of The "Sonn'. lie have during the last

. heavy rains made a start with the planting of cotton on the hills to the
i North and Northeast of the St.Jago Hill, in the same way as it is being
done at Boutry, Chama and Saccondee.

In Assiné we have applied our industry to arouse some differends between
the Caboceers and the French stationed there ... with the result that they,
the I'rench became aware that they would never be able to do there a profit-
able trade. It is also remarkable, that during our attack on Assiné, the
Chief, Acassiny, has demanded from the French a recognition of 500 bendas
of gold before he would gather his people to assist them. But when all
had been done on the part of the lNegroes, the French later failed to
pay, with the result that broils have developed, and the French eventually
decided to abandon their fort, leaving their cannon and other fixtures
behind, escaping in the silence of the night with great danger to their
ships. In the high surf they have lost four whitemen. Because they were
s0 badly in debt with the Negroes (anf also because of our attack as Y.Hs.
mey well understand) they had to retire so confusedly. The Caboceer
Acassiny, who is supreme in Assiné, has announced that we could be assured,
that if we wished to talie Yossession there, he would be happy to start
negotiations withk us. 2Sut lack of men and the most required necessities
make it impossible for us to de that. Socco, where the French have made
their fort, situated on the route from the rich gold lands of Dinkira
and Aweyne, and virtually the first place of the Gold Coast where the
interlopers ususally call, would be very useful and it would also be
to the great convenience of the respective llegroes there if we took it
in our possession. /e are waiting for Y.Hs' orders in this respect.

We have made an agrccment with the inglish Agents and with the Provisional

Brandenburg General lir. Joh. Muntz to make it impossible for the French

if they were to attempt to ensconee themselves again in any place here.

We have been honoured with the visit of an ambassador from the King

of Popo, and later on also with one from the King of Great Ardra, both

with the urgent request that we establish at each of the mentioned two

Places a lodge manned by two of our servants for the continuation of the

slave trade, with the assurance that we would enjoy their preference above
i all other Nations; how relevant those offers are, could be concluded from
informations we received from one of our black servants, native of that
area and therefore well knowing those states, whom we sent thither on

board of the ship -Christina‘’, wbich left from herc on 2lst August for
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Popo, in order to find out cautiously, and whilst offering some pleasant
presents to the mentioned two Kings, whether such could be done in good
faith without arousing the jalousy of the Xing of Fida; we have also
written on this subject to Commie= Van den Broucke. From the enclosed
petition for the purchase of 500 ps. slaves V.Hs. may see that at present
one can do with £1 20,000 as much as one could do with fl1 33,000 in
previous years.

Enclosure No. 2 to W.de la Palma to Ass. of X, 10th Oct. 1703:

Report by Jac. Van den Broucke & llic. Du Bois on their Voyage to
Agquamboe, dd. 27th March 1703.

On 22nd ifarch 1703 we departed per hammock from Crévecoeur at 4,30 AM

in Nor@theastern direction. Till noon we passed through uncultivated
countryside, and arrived then at a village called TFetubercou, which is
only inhabited by slight and poor people. The road along which we marched
(the slaves told us that they could no longer carry us) was on both sides
planted with fairly ball trees standing at a distance of about 12 feet
(from each other ?). Ilalf an hour later we arrived at another village,
called Ouma, where the Cabocecr was called Assemeny, who, after having
received us with three guns of satute accompanied us to the King. Aibout
half past one we arrived at a big square in the crom of the King, where
we had to wait till somebody was sent to us on behalf of the King. The
King's swordbearer then came to tell us that the King was waiting for us,
and all of us then went to the King whom we found on a big square, sitting
with his brother under an umbrella (FQuitasolli’), We gave him the greet-
ings from the General and we made the illakelaer Pieter Pasop tell him the
reason of our coming, about which he was entirely satisfied. The King
answered that the Gentlemen of the Royal Company, when they were in Accra
lately, had asked him not less than four times to come

After having stayed there till 5 PM and having honoured him with the
presents which we had taken with us, he offered us a big pot of palm-
wine and 2 goats. /e then left for the lodgings which had heen prepared
for us.

23rd Harch. To-day the [ling assured us, that he would accompany us to
the beach. In the afternoon the {ing came personally to visit us in our
lodgings, aslking us to be happy with him; so we sat down under some trees
and drank a calebash of palmwine.

2hth ilarch. VYe wrote to H.I. the General with a request to send to
pieces of serge for the Makelaer Pieter Pasop and went for a walk in the
village. Ve came into a well-built avenue swarming with people. ILvery-
body had a sword in his hand, men as well as women. i/e asked Pieter Pasop
what this meant, and he informed us that the mother of one of the Caboceers
had died, and that they would behead some male and female slaves. Indeed,
we saw shortly afterwards two male slaves with vegetables around their
necks being led tc the slaughter, and soon again a male slave an a girl,

all whose heads were shortly afterwards carried past us, which barbaric
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manncrs we could not but behold With the greatest horrors Therefore we
went away from there as soon as we could and went to the King in order to
wish him a good day, but hc was not well, mainly because of hecavy drinking
and hic jumping about yesterday.,
25th March. ... we saw the Hing's slaves passing by with cutlasses on
their way to clecar thc bush, and shortly afterwards the mentioned Caboccer
Assemanny came with some men who brought o letter from the Gencral.
26th March. Pieter Pasop informed us about the date of the departure of
the King of fguamboc. We left the Lquamboe country about 3 o'clock and
arrived safely betwecn 10 and 10.30. As a further description of the
land is in fact not neecded in this kind of report, it may suffice to
state that it is a good land, but that it has remained un-cultivated as

a result of the laziness of its inhebitants.

Enclosure No. 3. Provisicnal Instruction for Jac. Van den Broucke, Commies
for the 8laye Prade, dd. 2nd April 1703.

Arts 1. The Commies shall sail to the leeward and be careful to check
the position of his shipy so as not to sail past Popo, Fida or Ardra.

2. Arrived at Popo he shall greect the Xing or one of his Captains in the
name of the CGencral, offer presents, and announce that he has orders to
establish a lodge for the lioble Comp. in order to revive the old Trade,
and he shall ask for the Wing's assistance to build there a considerable
lodge.

3. He shall acquaint himsclf with the principal favourites and grandees
of the King and take informations about the general conditions of the
slave trade and about the conditions in the states of Fida and Ardra, and
find out whether the King of CGreat Ardra lives in great friendship and
familiarity with the Hing of Fida ...

5. He shall tkae informations on the first occasion about the price and
assortments of all goods which are being traded there.

6. A1l the slaves he may buy should be healthy and ‘‘delivrable’, and if
they do not make the Piece diIndia, he shall timely inform the General,
as they may not be debited to the accounts of the Comp.

7. He shall try to find out whers the kind of indigo with which the Natives
dye their cloths can be found, and also how leather is worked there.

8. He is hereby ordered to buy samples of all rare animals, birds, fishes
and quadrupeds-

9. He shall make notes on all extraordinary encounters and the condition
of the lands, people &c.

10. He shall try to convince the I{ing of Great Lrdra and plan with him
how the Dutch Company could again establish a lodge at Offra, and if the
King were to come at once to greet him, Commies, in Ardra, he, Commies,
should before all arrange tha® ir ‘rdra, before his departure two Great
Captains be surrendered to him as hostages.

11. Coming from Popo, Fida and Offra he should watch and speculate which
place would be best to chose for the building of 2 lodge.

12, He shall act with the greatest caution and live in good friendship

B -
. with the Snglish factor ir Fida or Ofira, >dut take care that he does not
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become too familiar with them, which would enable the Unglish to impede
the Dutch Trade ...

Enclosure No. 4: Report by V. De la Palma about his Voyage to the Factories
at Apam and Accra from 15th iiarch to 7th April 170%4.

«ee On 17th March the Danish Governor, J.Traan, accompanied by J.Hantius,
factor on behalf of the English Royval Comp., came to welcome us. The
brother of the Aquamﬁgg King Aquando, called Aschanedou came also to greet
us, and we requested/to come next liondey when we intend to begin to settle
the differends which exist here at preseant. IHe was a young man of about
20 years, and ecppwnprince of the lAquamboe empire, and like his other
brother a great friend of our Nation. (follows a report of de la P.'s
encounter with Governor Traan, whom he calls "a silly Danish ox’ who
became drunk and said all sorts of nonsense)

20th larch. Ye sent a messenger to the King of Aquamboe in order to inform
him about euwr arrival and to reguest him to come here.

2lst llarch. lMessengers from the Aquamboe King come to tell that that King
is pleased to have learnt of our arrival, but that he desires that someone
among the whitemen comes to collect him. The Chiefs of Labbade came to
greet us, and promised everything they could do to achieve a good Trade.

e decided to send Commies J.Van den Broucke with Secretary Illic. Du Bois

to Aguamboe in order to collect the Hing. '/e honoured the King's brother
with a fine piece of cloth, because after all, that is what they ate always
after. The Great liercador Pieter Pasop, who is & brother-in-law of the
aforesaid King, will go ahead of Van dcn DRroucke & Dubois. This enterprise
should be considered of great importance, because our fort being situated

=

between those of the Danes and the Taglish, they will do all they can in

order to make us hated among the Natives. Lfter the death of King Ado, the
English Agents Hicks and Douze left cut six weeks ago for Accra, and

atfter their arrival they have asked three times the Hing to come, but they
were told that he was not intending to come to them, but if the Dutch

Admiral called him, that he would do that, and so, after a short stay and
many expenses they had to return unsuccessfully.

23rd March. Je received informaticn from Van den Broucke & Du Bois that

they had arrived in /lquamboe.

27th liarch. Von den Broucke [: Du Bois have returned with their report and
information that the Hing was at only a gun's shot distence from heres

The latter came indeed about & o'clock with a small suite to greet us, showing
much inclination towards our Hation I honoured him, on Y.Hs' behalf, with

é chair covered with green velvet and gilt woodwork, of which he was very
satisfied. Nothing else happened.

28th March. Several caboceers from fLguamboe and surrounding lands came and

we honoured them with various presents. The King would wait for another

day or two before making palaver, because other caboceers were still expected.

30th Mapch. To-day the King of iquamboe came into the fort with his Chiefs

in order to start the palavers, but he was so soaked that he could hardly

L
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speak, and therefore we are compelled to wait another day.

P 1at April. Yhen ve inquired from the iccrase why they had called me

so often, they say that they don't know of anything, and that the King of
Aquamboe has never treated them badly.

3rd April. In the afternoon the /\quamboe ling Aquando came with his Cabo~
ceers in order to sign the agreement which has Yeen made with him, which
was indeed done, except thut the ing wanted to keep for himself the free-

dom to go on board ofour ships, which we were willing to allow, ae we were
not provided with any merchandise ...

Enclosure No. 5: Agreement between !/illem de la Palma in the name of Their
Highmightinesses of the States-General of the United Netherlands as well as
Their General Chartered lest Indian Company on the Coast of \frica on the
one side, with Aquando, ing of Aquamboe as well as his Councillors and
Principal Chiefs on the other, that:

1. An eternal and durable peace is hereby made.

2. The aforesaid King of lquamboe and the peonle of .ccra living under our
fortress who should be obedient to that iling will bring all their differends,
if any arise before the ..erchant, and settle them in his presence.

3. the King shall take care that none of the Caboceers and Chiefs under

his authority will close the passages for the traders.

L. nobody shall be allowed to make palaver but those who are legally
authorised to do so on behalf of the ing by showing his cane or staff.

5. ilso nobody will be authorised to buy goods from interlopers on his
behalf, and if the Company in case of shortage of certain commodities is
not able to provide them, the King shall have to send first of all his
servant to the commanding lierchant at the fort at Accra to inform him
about that.

6. The King promises not to enter into any war out of his own will, but

in case a war against those who want to disrupt the trade is necessary,

_ General Villem De la Palma promises on behalf of the above mentioned to

assist him with 100 young men fully armed, as well as 3,000 1lbs gunpowder
and 300 lbs bullets. SoieREning

7. The D.-G. promises that/the boat which the ilina lNegroes still have to
pay to him, being 9 slaves (sic) he shall do his best to arrange that he
will be paid.

8. The King shall have to allow, and eat assurance (talie an oath) upon it,
that all those who go to buy goods from interlopers and who are not his
subjects, and bring (those zoods) with daring self-assurance into the
bay of the Dutch fort, that they are arrested and their goods confiscated,
of which the King will profit by receiving one third (of those goods), in
order to prevent that evil trade which does nothing but cause the ruin of

~ the Dutch Company.

9. The King will give into the hands of thc Cieneral one of his next of kin

de flourishes at this factory, he, King, will enjoy above
' imateel R S . :
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the ordinary “"kostgeld”’ (subsistence allowance) of 2C oz. of gold, another
amount of 20 oz. for every 'O marks which according to the bimonthly ex-
tracts have Leen traded.

Made in the presence of ilic. Du Dois and I.A.Hichielsen on this

3#d4 April 1703 ir the Corp.'s fort Cravecoeur,

(gigd) .De la Palma, Du lois, Hichielsen & Aquando (his X mark).

Enclosure llo. 5: “Extract-Resolution : Regulations for Capts. Thos. Valies
of the “‘Beschermer’, Cillis Joosten van den Drandt of the "Arent? and
Wouters of the ‘"Peynenburg’, destinsd to attack the French fort at Assiné?

(NB. These instructicns are clearl, made for an aggressive expedition;
each capt. was to select 30 soldiers for the purpose.. The lount
Ancober’ for whose protection De la Palma pretended the expedition
was principally equipped. is not even mentioned in these instructions)

Enclosure Ho. 6: i'ic. Du Bois, 'ittle Socco, t& de la Palmag .1ith ¥eov. 1PQ2
1lth liovember 1702. ... I have tranecitted Y. Hfs message to the Cabo-
ceer Accassiny, that Y. iI. had sent us for their benefit, in order to
liberate them from people who, if they were given the time to make them-
selves strong in this Coast, would submit all of them to the most miserable
slavery of the world. lut he (Accaseiny) ansered that he had taken an
oath on the arrival of the French, that he would never, to eternity, chase
them, or permit that such would happen because of any other Hation. I
ansvered him that he was not hound to that oath, Lecause the French had
broken theirs as thev had sworn alweys to Lring sufiicient merchandise,

and thevy had not done so.

Concerning the French fort, 1 have nct Leen able to get any further in-
formation than that it seems to be of a triangular cshape ...

Report by Valies & Duovois (ilmina, 4d. 12th December 1702)

In order not to let this whole journey be fruitless, we decided to bring
all three ships, the “Arent', the "“Peynenburg' and the "Deschermer’, as
close to the fort as possible in order to ruin it. Our ships continued
to bombard it till noon  Considerced tuct we had hit the French fort so
badly, that it ordnance could nc louger be used, and that we had seen with
our own eyes that the French fled frow their fortress taking all their
goods with them, we thought of Luking a londing: but coneidered that the
surf was very heavy and that our pecple were ver: tired because of the
contingpus bombardment, we proposed to leave that to the following day.
Bu ﬁ. mm Abrabam lLeytens sollicited the Genzral several times,
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had hid themselves in the bush, emerged, and attacked the people of the
canoes. lear all of those who had Leen on Loard of the four canoes, among
them 17 soldiers of the liina garrison who had done nothing but calling
out that they should allow them tc swim ashore, were massacred. It has
been learnt that the mine-master Abr. leytens and the General's personal
servant, Jan de Paauw are kept prisoners in th: IFrench fort. During the
entire attack, not a single shot has been fired from the I'rench fort

260

WIC 484; Correspondence Chamber Amsterdam.
Willem de la Palma to Presidial Chamber, 10th October 1703.

At present there is a reasonable prospect for general peace, and to
our knowledge none of the black llations betwesn Axim and Accra is at the
moment in arms. e also try, with threats and promises to divert them
as much as possible from that, and although we could not possibly phevent
wars in the interior, yet the authority of our Great ilakelaer Pieter
Pasop has made such a deep impression on the ilatives, not only due to
his well known courage and knowledge of black warfare, but also to his
being related to the powerful Hing of Acuamboe, that because of this
black Pieter Pasop they have laid down arms. '/e therefore beliswe
that we are now to some extent master of the balance, peace and quietness
of the Gold Coast. In order to increase trade, we have also summoned the
Akannist Captains from their land, in order to know from them what suggest-

ions they could make for the revival of the trade of carlier days.

They declared frankly that all the traders of DiInquira, 'tdJuffer, Assjante

and other states were equally tired of war, and that the D°Inquirase, when
the bad season comes to an end ~recently rain has fallen like a deluge and
the paths have become inaccessible- will come to the beach, but that in
the beginning the trade will not be as great as when we had the honour of
being Chief llerchant here at Llmina, in the year 1690-'9l, when just in
two extracts more thean 500 marks of gold used to go to our coffers, because
most of the old or deceased ones have now een replaced by young ones who
have no experience in trade. This was also affirmed at the arrival of
ondercommies bavid Vai liyendael, to whom we had sent a delegation on 2nd
dJuly 1702 in the Assjentese land, with presents for all the Chiefs through
whose states trade has to pass. llenticned Van ilyendael arrived here on
12th October 1702, physically wasted, and died already on the 20th of the
same month. Ve had great expectations of a detailed report we hoped to
receive about all the rare experiences during his journey of a year, but
at the time of his arrival he was not able to tell anything about them.

As we expect a flourishing trade, we request V.Hs. humbly to send us
the items of enclosed petition, in order to encourage the chiefs of the
trading peoples the more in the interest of the Company with some presents,
such as 18 ‘‘kasketten’ or helmets made of thin gilt brass, with plumes, and
6 gilt chairs, such as Were presefited to the Kings of Comuany, Aguamboe
and Fida; becausc without some prescnts the trade has no force. In the

last 15 mohths trade on the Gold Coast has ameliorated, wars have becn
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scttled and peace hags becn restored. OFf the trade in neighbouring
lands we can‘t say much but that we have not been able to to pursue it
in th desired way because of the lack of yachts, men and merchandise;
concerning the slave trade, we would like to stresgs that that trade
should be considered as the most important and necessary trade of Y.Hs.,
and that it has so much ameliorated that the captains who two years ago,
and in fact still quite recently, were allowed to pay 70 to 80 florins
for one slave, manage to buy them How for less than 4l florins a piece,

as sppears from the petitions of Commies Van dern Broucke.

Nic. Poll to the Presidial Chamber, Flmina, lst February 1703.

.2+ L have learnt to my greatest grief that from this Coast has been
written about my person that I would be a great debaucher, a drunkard
who frequents harlots. I am not surprised about this, but I shall demons-
trate to Y.ls. how this godless libel has developed. ... when General

De la Palma was to arrive on this Coast, of which we were well informed
here, Mr. Van Jevenhuysen has demaddéd from me to sipn a false attest-
ation as if I had net paid to him 1+ oz gold on each slave I had bought
for the iloble Company at Tida, amounting altogether to 30 marks of gold;

I have absolutely refused to sign that attestation, on which he swore

that he would cause my ruin. I have been for eleven good years in the
service of the lloble Comp., first as a bookkeeper, then as merchant in

the Bight of Benyn and Guinea, as well as at Commanie, X{ormantyn, lioure
and at present at @lmina, but principally in the slave trade at Fida...
Concerning the accusation that I am a drunkard, I readily admit that

I do from time to time drink a good glass of wine, amd also that generally
I take in the mprning a little glass of brandy or other “distilled waters',
but I would like to know a person in this melancholy land who doesatt .do
that: it is even necessary for the very preservation of ome's health.
Considering that often one cannot get proper Juropean food and drinks,

and that one has then to satisfy one'self with drinking water, it is

not surprising that at the arrival of ships oP on other occasions that
good drinks could be had, from time to time there have been some excesses,
but never it will be proved truthfully that for that reason I would have

neglected my duties ...

De la Palma to Chamber [ msterdam, .ilmina, 31st August 170k.

‘vee On 25th Aupgust the ‘De Sonn' left Fida with on board 513 Ps. slaves.

82 had already died (whilst the ship was '‘lying in trade’’?). The French,
when they fit out their annual fleet for Fida, arrange it in such a way,
that htey arrive in the monts of June and July on the Upper Coast, where
they provide themselves with water and fire wood in the Rio Cester, then
they give a ‘‘general scrubbing’’ to the Coast, during which this time

thes have captured not less than 9 ships. 'le therefore are of opinion
that it would be in the Comp.‘'s interest if our fleets were fitted out

in such a way, that in llay or the beginning of June six ships, apart from
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the Crumiser, would be ready to sail to this Coast . We also humbly
request Y.Hs. to provide us with more men. Then we wculd be able, that
is,if we get also a good quantity of the arms of which we hereby send a
sample, with gunpowder, to send all of them within L4 months full of slaves
to the Colonies of Curacao, Suriname and Y¥sekepe. The trade here on the
Coast has so far been rahter meagre, not as a result of wars, like the ones
which wdre started by my predecessors for their wwn profit, but because
the English send such extraordinarily strong fleets to this Coast. Since
my last letter to Y.Hs. (28/2/'04) more than 80 of their ships have passed
here, of which 20 have sailed to Fida. Yet, they come with current
merchandise for the Gold Coast, such as fine arms, gunpowder &c. , paying
for slaves up to 2 oz. 12 Angels or 3 oz gold-value for a male slave.

The Negroes, seeing this, concentrate themselves nowadgys much more on

the slave than on the gold tradeon the whole, as they see that the former
is more profitable to them. Illoreover, there have continuously been at
least 5 or 6 interlopers on the Coast, and they have at many places had

to sell their goods against Dutch value.

(complains that his private meil has been kept for more than 8 monts...)
This is not the firts time that I am treated in such a way; something
similar happened to me in the vear 1685, when I had to give up the

factory in Ardra, for the contemplation of others, in spite of the fact
that it had been restored by me and that the Company recovered a loss of
250 slaves ...

WIC 98: (from:) Y. De la Palma to Ass. of X, 3lst August 1L704.
eeo Y.Hs. must have seen often ernough inouy successive letters, that
the slave trade is considered by us as the unique cornerstone of V.ls'
interest, and that V.Hs. should be persuaded that apart from that (trade)
nothing could be found which could render the lloble Company happy. But
since the  years 1700-'0l theprice of the slaves has gone up by more
than a half. The trade at Fida is of such a nature, that every year
more than 30,000 slaves are being sent from that place to all phgts of
Amergca by the English as well as by the French, Danish, Portuguese and
Brandenburg Nations. Ve could supply Y.Hs. annually at least 6,000 of
those slaves. Although Y.Hs. seem to he more interested in the slave trade
in Angola, we are of the humble opinion, that as long as this war lasts
no ships should be sent to ingola, for the following three reasons:
1. because of the danger of being captured, which does not take place at
‘HUPLas.,
2. because of the high gopt of the slaves there, sometimes 30% more, and
3. because pf-the great length of time which the ships going to Angola
need before they start to buy their slaves.
The foundation of the lodges at Offra and Popo has not yet full taken
effect, because nobody among the CGentlemen iiembers of the Council seems
to be interested to go there, excusing themselves with childish subter-

fuges such as that thev never have been there or that they do not have
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enough money ‘“to keep up a proper fashion''; and we have to consider our-
selves as unfortunate as the late D.-G. INN.Sweerts in 1684, when he request-
ed four Chief Merchants (llessrs Scheffer, Jo&l Smits, J.Ernsthuys and Adr.
Van Beest) to present their services for the upkeep of the mentioned lodge
Ardra, which is one of the most important posts for Y.Hs® finances, and
none of them showed any interest in it. At that juncture the.ilight, perenn
of me was sacrificed therceto with (the order to arrest?) one Steven Van
der Elst, who had made a false last will and testament éfter the death of
Oppercommies iMarten Witte and who had stolen 250 slaves from the Comp.
The said Witte was subsequently flogged with the noose around his neck
and branded here at Ilmina; we have at that time repaired the affairs of
the Comp. in such a way, that it recovered all its stolen slaves ...
But now that the affairs have been brought in proper order, and, as said
before, 6,000 slaves could be supplied per year, this refusal of the
Members of Council and Chief lMerchants has to us the appearance of a
"public refusal to the general service of the Comp. Because the slave
trade has declined only as a result of the fact that since the repatriation
of General Sweerts not a single Director has succeeded him since 1690 who
had any fundamental knowledge of this trade. Take for instance the last
one, Jan Van Sevenhuysen, who according to the reports of the Oppercommiesen
Bosman and Poll would have enjoyed over 70 marks of gold in recognitions
from them, and that constitutes all the knowledge which he has ever had
on the affairs of the Noble Comp.

Of all the areas of foreign trade, none is as uncertain as that of the
Gold Coast, and anybody who has some experience in the trade here knows that
there are not more than two states which possess gold from its origin, viz.
Dinquira and Akim, both situated, according to information, about 7 days
from Elmina; they never lack gold, and they are also very willing to trade,
but all too often they are impeded in this by the coastal kings, either
by their robbery of their merchants, or by the closure of the paﬁhs, the
levy of heavy tolls and public wars. ~And this is the real reason why the
gold trade does not flourish. The decay of the trade in general can be
imputed to the English llation, which has sent since my last letter over
80 ships ...

In order to discuss the poor condition of the Trade we have summoned
the liembers of the Council on 9th April 1704, and there and then it has
been resolved to send to the mentioned two states Inquira and Akim a solemsn
deputation, of which ¥,lls. may hope to enjoy positive results. Ve have
promoted Isaac Bardet at lAccra as Chief lierchant, considering that that
place has furnished last year 300 marks of gold on its own, but at present
trade seems again to have relapsed completely at that place. On his request
we have given the yacht "Opmeer to him in order to make a voyage to Rio
Benyn, so that he does not have to sit back completely ...

We have learnt that the French have been provided with 50 soldiers,
cannon, materials and all that is needed for the construction of a fortress

in opder to build at Fida a considerable castle, and we therefore consider
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it our duty to present V,Ills. the bad consequences this would have for

our trade, and that we are in fact now compelled to build there an equally
condiderable fort, for which Y.Hs. will please -send the required men,
cannon and materials at earliest convenience ...
NBKG 1; Minutes of Council-meetings (archive of D.-G.)

5th June 1702. ... It has been resolved, for the continuation of the

trade, to send the Negro Affo to the land of the /[kkaniste, to the Great

Caboceers Tiboij, Owairij and Tinne Coffy with some presents, in order to
honour them in our name, and to labour in favour for the continuation of
trade and the repression of war. ... It has also been resolved to send to
David Van Nyendael, at present in the Asjantese land, and already held up
there for over 9 months, the requested goods, being a debt of 40 bendas,

which the Accanists have with the Assiantese ruler Zaij and for which they

have given the said Van liyendael as surcty ...

1st llay 1703. The B.-G. demonstrates that on his arrival on the Gold Coast

in Guinea it was entirely dead and ruined, ... and that he has employed the
most forceful means which might help towards the opening of the passages,

by first establishing a General Contract of Peace for the entire Gold Coast,
and an Agreement, dd. 3rd August 170Z. As second means to that end a dep-
utation has been sent to Dinkera and Assianté, with the double purpose of
opening the passages and of releasing ondercommies David Van llyendael from
his arrest in the Assiantese land, which has been of such effect, that

after the defeat of King Amba of 'tJuffer by the Ac¢canisten King Courantje,
that same King of Accany has come here to LZlmina with traders, with the
announcement that the traders from Dinkera had arrived in Accany, and that
they were waiting till the passages to Blmina were safe ... That he, General,
had then requested, in thc presence of th. Council for the quantity of 30
bendas or 7 marks and 40 oz worth of merchandise, in order to open with that
amount the passages for the ‘tJufferse through (? as well as) iccany and
Cabes Terra, so that the Dinkerase traders, who had already arrived at the
borders of 'tJuffer, could come to flmina ... and that he has constantly

to struggle against the iinglish Nation: and ite offers, as the Negroes
contribute to the said llation greater Trade as it offers the greatest

gifts. It has thcerefore been resolved to grant the request of the said
Accanisten King, and to grant him a gquantity of merchandise worth 30 bendas
gold on a security of 3 hostages, two of his nephews and one of his sons.
Apart from that, the King of Great Comumany becomes surety as fiadoor. ...
9th April 1704 ... The D.-G. demonstrates had he has exercised over a
period of 22 months all his forces in order to bring the decayed Trade,

of the Gold Coast as well as of the Slave Coast, Bight and Rivers, in
proper order. That he has to some extent succeeded in restoring the peace,
but the Barbarians are destined to be ignorant of all natural laws and

rights, also because of the evil behaviour of some Christians themselves ...
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That it is true that in earlier days a lot has been contributed and
given to the Coast Kings of Comiendo, Fetu, Saboe, Adom and many others

for their friendship, but that (friendship) has never lasted for long,

because the whole coast of Africa is open for all other Nations of Europe.
But in order to profit most of the gold trade, thc D.-G. has given into
consideration to the members of this Council ... to send a deputation to
the States of Inquira and Akim, which are widely known as the richest in
gold. They are the only two states which possess the gold from its origin,
and the Chief of Inquira has also requested us specially that we send as
soon as possible deputies to him, in order to discuss with the Akkanists
what would be the best way to open the paths, that during many years the
Coast Kings of Fetu, 'tdJuffer, Commendo and Saboe have killed, robbed and
plundered the merchants he sent, and always violated the highways; that
one day he would come to the decision to visit the Coast Kings for the
well-being of his own people, and that he desires that we should contin-
uously provide him with arms and gunpowder in exchange for his gold.

It is the same with the State of jkim, where the Chief called Affory has
issued a special request to us to have the honour of friendship. Ve have
sent back his deputy with a red woollen sack (=?) bordered with silver,
one mas red coral, twé metal musquettons and a fine rifle to /ikim, in
order to assure him of our friendship, and to ask him to come to the

Cabes Terra State if he wishes to speak mouth to mouth with us ...

WIC 98; W. De la Palma toc Ass. of X, #lmina, 12th February 1705.

... in a letter written to Commies Van den 3Broucke on 10th October 1704

we have ordered him to direct things in such a way, that the freedom of

the Fida roads be maintained as long as this war may last, which has had
the effect which we had expected and hoped for; because he sent us gnclosed
in his last dispatches of 30th November and 9th December 1704 copies of
further contracts made with the T'rench -on the insistence of the Fida King-
by which the freedom of that roads, with the exclusion of all other Nations
has been established. Now, what only remains to be done, is the erection
of the two lodges at Offra and Popo, as ordered by Y.Hs. It would be
necessary to charge one or more members of the Council of this Coast with
that commission, but these gentlement showed no taste for it, and refused,
saying that they rather would administer the factory at Fida as Commies...

(in a PS to this letter, de la P. complains about too much work & worries
“and throwing up blood)

(Encl.) "Extract frow Council®s Resolution of 4th February 1705.%

eec In view of the fact that the 5lave Trade should be considered as the
veritable cornerstone of the Comp.’'s interest, and that sdnce the TFrench
have ereccted a stronghold at I'ida our Trade there might come to nought,

it was decided in a resolution of 10th October 1704 to send the Oppercom-
miesen Pieter Huyts and Jan Dirk IngelBy to Fida, as soon as the expected
ships were to arrive, in order to induce the King of Fida, with friendliness

or violence, to make the mentioned IF'rench retire from there. But because



Wﬂbm'gh“ we were not avle to do anything. The
' the \ing of Pida an agreement hag been made between

ﬁhﬁ”wbads thewe ahonld he considered as unviolablejas long as this
i#fs it will bhe virtually impossible to execute the aforesaid resol-

: is also very necessary that we be provided with a considerable number
“slaves, firstly for the factories of ixim and Doutry: at least 50 Ps.

es if we are to provide those factories witl "fnclosing-planks' (paliss-
es ?). This would also relieve the Comp. from having to send every year
lot of wood-work. Secondly for Chama, in order to provide the required
‘elewood for the ships and ‘chalk-wood (charcoal for lime-kilns ?) for
sonry and for the main factory (i.e. :lmina) Tor all sorts of work; in
fiotal about 150 to 170 good male slaves would Lec necded.

j, De'la Palma te iss. of X, "Zabbé in Fida®, 3lst larch 1705.

4;5. We left on 19tk February with the ships irent, Tyger and Duynenburgh,

&nﬂ arrived on the roads on TFida on 26tk February and found therk.the Frcnch

130 guns' ship “1'.mphitrite” together with the unrigged ship iargaretha
M;Gatharlna which it had captured. On 27th TFebruary we went on shore and
 werc recdived by the {ing with all signs of affectivn. Ue communicated o

Mt He L prdors conceining bl re-~establishment of the lodge at 0ffra,

B rnd recuceted him to assist us thercin, which he indced promised. Knowing

Rthat U.58. require a morc detailed information om that subject, I may remind

e theat menbioncd Offra, after the spoliation of the lodge and the death

. of Commice. Van Folewerff, has been devastated by those of Jakyn, a Nation

;

situated between Great .rdra and Tide, ‘and Gotally dopopulated: T should edd]

b that the mentioned Jakynse arc strongly opposed to the re-establishment of

<£§at lodge, but as Commies Van den Droucke was iastructed in 1703 to do all
1.harcou1d for that rc-establishment, he has judged, with the old ling of TFida,
that~no bther means to that end could be found than te start a war against
thﬂ mentioned Jakynse: toc that purpose 3 to 9,000 men were ot that time ready,

waiting
"r the comuwand of one ffferry and othecrs, who werz only/for Some presmnts

id by King Carte and USlanke (sic), as intorvsted parties. That is
.stlll were when we arrived, and we werc not a little surprised
more had beecn done during all the time which has passed
thought it good to make & compromise with that iling,

“tam@ ona\cf our Jervngts to the Hing of Great Ardra,




Y zzmi Hareh 1705, {unem de la Palma, on behalf of
esees of the States-Genoral and its Chartered WIC, in

lﬁﬁmﬁﬁ and Elanks, has demonstrated to them that 12 years agoy when the
.gemmiea N.Van liolewerff was murdered, the Comp.’'s lodge at Offra was
plundered, and also that subsequently, as a rightful punishment, aforesaid
. Btate of Offra was depopulated ... that since that time the Company has
bought its slaves here in Fida, without ever having had the occasion to
. re-establish the mentioned lodge , and that V. de la Palma ... had decided
to go thither in order to examine the possibilities of such a re-establish-
ment ... King Ahinsan ilazé and Captains Carte & Blanke replied that in order
to be sure that the re-establishment of that lodge were successful, it
would be necessary to ruin first those Jakynse, living hetween Ardra and
Tida, with a war, or that they were compelled to accept a durable peace,
considering that they themselves have devastated mentioned Offra.
These propositions have hHeen considercd by mentioned General of such value
that he has ggreed with mentioned ihinsan iiaré, Carte & Blanke, that they,
Ahinsan llazé, Carte & Blanke will moeke war on the Jakynse with full force
and also pay for the expenses which arc to be made. .And having brought
matters to the desired end, mentioned General will honour the mentioned
King and his Captains in the name of the General Chartered VIC with a
considerable present for the trouble they have taken. Thus agreed ... in
the Kahg*s palace in the presence of: (sigd) Jac. Van den Broucke,

Commies for the Slave Trade
Capt. Jurriaen Sass

{sigdy) U De la Palms Capt. Jac.Ven der lloeve
Ahinrzan lazé Iis Y llark
Capt. Carte X
Capt. Blanke 4
Capt. 4go X

“WIG‘ISO; (Letters & Papaers from Ardra) J. Van den Broucke to Camber
gy Amsterdam, Uida, 26th August 1705.

..+ We have received the goods in proper order, and we have endeavoured

sell them in accordance with our duty, but unfortunately the supply of
has been poor, and it does not look as if it is going to be any

,-’“0 L .b¥°“£ht t.nrough Harder. The Harder ling has
Ume has to pray to buy one of two slaves,
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WIC 98; W, De la Palma to Ass. of 2 Elmina, 5th September 1705
ves In T'ida ... the French have built a fortress, ... a little lese than a
mile from the beach, and about a rifle’'s shot from the Lnglish fort called
William fort. It is about square, and it has four large bastions, mounted
with 28 guns, mostly from the captured ship ‘Rachel’: it's all Jjust made
of red earth, and to all appearances it is already on the point of collapse,
ang, as I have said earlier, they would not have been so fortunate in their
trade, if they had not had th: good lfick of capturing our Ships ..
..o Concerning the trade on this Coast, we notified Y.Hs. already that it
has completely changed into a Slave Cogst, and that the natives nowadays
no longer occupy themselves with the search for gold, but rather make war
on each other in order to furnish slaves, nay, go to the extent of vdol-
ating the public roads. Of those we have, to serve as an example, hanged
two. A remarkable example of this (highway-robbery) may demonstrate to
Y.Hs. a proof of this. We had the intention of sending an official
deputation to the States of diInguira and Akim, and that has subseguently

1

also been executed. le had already started to reap the fruits of it, when

on 3rd June 1704 50 marks of gold were brought by the dfInquirase, who said
that that was only a sample, and that they would soon return with greater
guantities ... their principal desire vas gunpowder and arms, but the latter
were so bad, that they did not show much interest in them. But these
merchants, on their way back to their country, were attacked by the
ttJufferse, who not only lootec¢ them, but also sold or massacred a part of

them.

Al though we have given out of our wen pocket -—and To the decline of our
own means ( sic)- 20 bendas of gold for the continuation of the Trade
(and of which the honourable and highly estimated Pieter Huyts has managed
to put 5 marks in his own pocket, of which he has not even returned 5 oz.
to the Company) it has not made the gold taade any more prosperous, SO
that the Gold Coast has changed into a complete Slave Coast c..
The Eﬁglish as- have taken the liberty to erect a lodge at Chepou, about
a mile below Bercou. LIt seems that that llation will never become quiet;

"
which appears also from their taliing in possession of the liount Cong, situat-
ed half-way (between Cape Coast) and our fort llassau at lioure, as a result
of which they have aroused tiie anger of their only friend, the King of Saboe,
who threateded to let the Tinglish die of hunger in Cabo Corso; and he (the
Agent) recognising the mistake he had made, wrote to us on 1l4th January,
asking if we had any part in what had happened at Cong ... and that was not
the only thing, but having got some quarrel with Jan Cabes, and as a man-of=-
war of Her Hajest???oregﬁe protection of this Ccast against the French, he
went with two other ships to Commany where he demolished with gun shots
the houses of Jan Cabes and of other poor fishermen ...
+s0 On the list of vacancies Y.Hs. may see that we have added one for a

Commies for the continuation of cotton-planting, as we consider it necessary

Cbo £1l1l such = post if we are to enjoy the fruits from it. Similarly we

also need a Commies and men, as well as a sugar-mill if finally we want to

proceed with the planting and meking of sugar, which, we believe, could be
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on this Coast better and more smceessful than in any colony of America.

~

We may add, that the cultivation of indigo has also becn neglected up to

X
J

now. As'a consolation for the man

@
bl

enses Y.ls. have to make on this
Coast, we furthermore inform Y.ils. that we have resolved to buy the Port-
uguese tobacco which is being brought here on Brazilian barques, for very
low prices, and not only that, but also only with mon-current merchandise
that has been brought here by themselves; we are confident that this trade
will bring great sums in {.Hs. coffers ...

As the period of the three stipulated years has eipired by now, we request
once more urgently to be allowed tc resign; we do not see any sipns that
ever this Coast will see any proper regulated order or geconstruction as
long as Y.Hs. do not provide us with people of intelligence and sound

judgement, which is really the only thing which is needed here.

/

Fnel, l: Report by V. de 1

e Paima on his Voyage to the Kingdom of Fida,
19th Tebruary to

a
6th hprid. 1705

28th February ... e told the King which was our reason for coming: to ask
for his permission %o pass through his country to Great Ardra, to make
contact with that King, and to know how he, Hing of TFida, could have been
so foolish as to let the Trench ilation enjoy so much power, where he knew
very well that they are just making a big show with the goods which they
have captured from us, and that they, the French, would not accept such
little respect and esteem as was now being shown to our Nation, and that

we would rather retire from there ... On this the King replied that he
could not give permission for our journey to Great Ardra, because he fear-
ed that because of the unsafety of the road some inconveniences might

ccecur to us, and concernin. the last polmt, he said that being a new and
young king, he tried nothing but to maintain the prerogatives of our Nation.
Ve feel somewhat betrayed in our belief in the capacities of Commies Van den
Broucke. ILook at our lodge therei we could not compare it with anything
better than a peasant's cow-steble and hovel .. After this refusad of

the King of Fida, we changed the topic of convers&tion, and represented to
him that it was a well known matter that first Commies Van Holewerff had
been murdered in a brutal manner at Offra, and that subsequently mentioned
state had been devastated by the Jakynse, that the Company up to this date
had never had a better occasion to take proper revenge for that act than
now, if dndeed, as he said, he felt affection for the Dutcl Nation, having
to send only a few presnts to Dondo, who has already 8 to 9,000 men ready,
and to tell him to come and either to .defeat the mentioned Jakynse or to
‘compell them to sign a good peace, so that we could re-establish the logge
at Offra. The King was better pleased with this, and he agreed on every-
thing ... Afterwards the presents for that purpose were sent by our servants
and those of the King to the mentioned vondo, whio stays at present near
“Kittouw, which is about 6 miles helow the R2io da Volta. HMeanwhile, we

insisted with the King of Fida, thet he gave us permission for the journey

to Great Ardra. This permission he gave on 29th March when he allowed us
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whom we sent with a presnt of 4 pieces of silk with golden flowers, a
big mirror and a Dutch anker of French brandy to the King. This journey
was as successful as we had desired, because returning on 4th April, they
reported that they have teen received politely, and that the King of Ardra
has expressed his satisfaction about this intention, and that he shall
distribute the necessary orders to the Fidalgo of Jakyn as well as to all his
subjects that the fortress should be built there, that we would soon be
able to trade there again, and that once the country is again inhabited
we would have a favourable trade. He promised to send by that time no
longer any slaves to Tida. And as it is well known that all of them, or
the great majority of them comes from there, we shall by the resettlement
of that place see the French and the English not a little embarrassed
about their trade. In order not to let go by the occasion, we wrote an
instruction for ondercommies Jan de Paauw, who is extraordinarily liked
among the natives, to go again to Great Ardra, in order to make a written
contract on all this ... and to take immediately after the signature of

this contract possession of mentioned Offra, but under the supervision of
the factomy at Tdda ..

Incl.2. Van den Broucke to De la Palma, Fida, 24th February 1705.

css On 12th inst. arrived here a IFrench ship, together with the ship
illargareta Catarina’’, which it had captured from our Company; they say it
hiad separated from its comrade near Lampi in order to continue its voyage,
according to some with 300, according to ®dthers with 500 slaves on board.
Here on the roads everything remains quiet, and the ILnglish as well as the
French ao everything they can to insist with the King that they are not to
be molested on the roads, on which the King not only promised that he would
be guarantee for payment, but also that he will cut the heads off of all
those whitemen who would undertalke anything, and give those as a payment
to the injured ... Willes (=2) says that he is expecting war-ships, and

that he will then take everything away ...

Enel. 3. Copy of Agreement of 25th April 1703.

His iajesty the Iling of Fida, having ordered the undersigned to come
together in order to maintain the security and liberty which he pretends
that his roads have known as of old, not understanding the war which we
have in the Christian empire,has summoned us to a meeting in his housse,
where he has presented to the undersigned the following articles:

‘Art. 1: None of our Nations will be ailoued to capture any ships on the
Fida roads or moles}i another in any way; these roads include the area as
far as one can see the flags. If anyone were to capture within these
limits any ship, the llerchant of that Nation from which the capturer has
sailed (exception being made for interlopers and pirates), will have to
pay to the one who has claims in this way 8 good male slaves for each foot
the captured ship measures from_ back to front, which measure will be taken
by a confident Negro to be appointed by the King ...

Art. 2.: All Captains who anchor on these roads and come ashore will have

e e T
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to sign these articles ...
Art, L. A11 Nations here on shore should live in peace and frienship, and
not do any molestation to either whites or slaves of each other, on a
penalty of the confiscation of 1 Ps. or 4 Angels gold for each day, count-
ing from the day that it becomes known .-:.

Art. 6. Any ship, once it is ready to sail, shall not be allowed to pursue
any ship of the Nation with which (its own) iation is at war, or do any
harm to it ... all this for the time of the next 18 months

e o0 o

X the mark of the King of Fida (sigd.) DBourget

Amiot
de Cazali Rech.lMarsh.
J.Van den Broucke Jan Geelboom
R. Norcourts Doueze
B. Duffiets J.De Vriest

(PS) iir. Gomets and the Capt. Commander of the Royal Assiento Comp.
have agreed that above contract shall be valid till the end of the war
between the Freunch Royal Company and the Dutch VIC.
Aetum S dab S silis N0 tober 704

(sigd.) Gomets (sigd) J.Van den Broucke.

Enel. 7. Report by ilic. Dubois, on what happened during the Journey to
Greats\rdray S5 OE N larch tol 2ad Apr:iil 1705
30th March: From 5 Al till noon we had to run around in order to get
hammocks and carriers. Once we had all we needed for the journey, we
continued up to Capt. Appurga‘s Krom, where we were compelled to halt
for about an hour because of a heavy travado (rainstowrm). Capt. Bandele,
sent with us by the Hing of ¥Fida, joined us there. Passing through Torre
we visited the King there, asking him for some men to escort us; we got
such escort and continued, in the hope of reaching CGreat Ardra before
nightfall. At sunset we met two llegroes, sent by the Liing of Fida to
Ardra, in order to inform those people of our arrival, who told us that
that was not the way along which the whitemen normally go to Ardra, but
that we should rather have taken the road through Jakyn or Offra; although
this sounded rather strange to us, we continued our journey till about
8.30 Pii, le were then about #+ an hour from Ardra, but we were ordered
to spend that night in the lodgings of the under-king of Debbi, bhecause
the gate or barrier of Ardra was closed.
31st iMlarch: In the morning the mentioned Underking of Debbi, who had been
in Ardra yeaterday, came to give us a polite reception. Soon he sent some
of his people together with one of our boys to Ardra, and we followed them
obediently (‘softlyi). After half an hour‘s welk we were received by one
Capt. Blanke, who brought us at once to the lodgings of Capt. Cavall, where
we were told to wait till the iling would send for us, and with the urgent
request not to go to anybody else before we had been with the King. Ve
found the natives very happy about our arrival, as appeared (from the react-
ions of) Cacazi, the liercador of Offra, and Wansoly, the brother of the
Fidalgo. After sitting here for a long time, hoping that the Hing would
send for us, we addressed ourselves finally to mentioned Capt. Cavall, and

demonstrated to him with urgency how necessary it was that the Hing should
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grant us an audience. But although we threatened that if we had no resp-
onse before the evening or the following morning we would certainly return,
he let us know that he was not able to ebtain that for us.
1st April. TIn accordance with what we had said yester&ay, we made every-
thing ready for our return, but as soon as they became aware of that, they
brought us to the {ing'‘s appartments. After having waited there for another
hour he appeared, but not before he had sent somebody to us informing us
that we would bhe allowed to see him, but not to shake hands with him ...
Ve gave him a detailed account of the reasons for our arrival and why
Y.H. had sent the presents with us ... that it was in order to learn
whether it would be possible to re-establish the abandoned lodge at Offra
without having to be afraid of the Jakynse, and what assurance he could
give us thereon. Upon this he replied, that already a month ago he
had heard that His IIxcellency would come here. !le answered that H.E.
was feeling a b»it ill, and that we had full authority from H.H. to negot-
iate with him; but he replied th&t (he knew that) H.I. had Leen in Capt.
Appurga's Crom, and that he preferred much to speak to H.E. personnally.
Seeing that we were not making any progress, we presented to him the
gifts, hoping to get better access to him. Dut we could not obtain any--
thing better, than that he promised us to give us a definitive answer
to-morrow.
2nd April: Ye got up early, in order to speak to the King as soon as
possible. But when this seemed to be without effect, we paid our respects
to the Capt. Grande, to whom we complained about the poor outcome. He
consoled us however, and asked us if we would like to eat a little with
him, and that afterwards he would go with us to the King, as he indeed
did afterwards. The King repeated that the rumour had spread through the
entire country that Ii.0. would personally come to see him, but that he
saw very well that that was not going to happen. That he was however
quite pleased with our arrival, and that our re-settlement at Offra was
a matter which was to him desirable to the higlest degree, and he assured
that we would not have to fear anv further accidents. But we replied
that we wanted to know what guarantee he could give for that, as those
gentlemen, the Jakynse, after having devastated the lodge, had not been
punished or even been asked to pay for the damages. He replied that
the Jakynse were not so guilty in that matter as the house of the Fidalgo
of Offra, and that when he, the "ing, asked the llerchant if he wanted to
punish them, that he had said : no, it is our people, and so the snake is
fed who has cut their throat (sic). That he was certain that the Jakynse
prefer to live in peace rather than in war witl. Offra, and that at any
rate he would himself order the Jakynse to work on the fortress which is
I'kﬁc,irocbod there. That he would also summon the Fldalgo of Jakyn, and
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g ”ihinliz‘iupply of werchandise (3) that the _ing promises to send labourers
 §! soon as the licrchant arrives () ... that if it were to happen that any

‘ ﬁhtial, none excepted, wer to ¢ attacked by the Jakynse ... that he, King,
would take care that the lerchant and the Comp.'s effects were not to be
exposed, ae we ovrselves are not able to prevent such. (5) that a consider-
able fort will be constructed, and that the ling should not tolerate any
other nation ...

VIC 917; Chamber .meterdam: etters & papers rcc? from Guinea.

"Circular letter by /. De la Palma, dd. 27°nd June 1705."

We, Villem de le Palme, Director-General Bec.Bc. ... hereby make it known,
that this whole Coast was devastated as a result of the bad government
of the former D.~0. Van Sevenhursen and his sanguinary procedures, mostly
dirocted against the llatives. That he has also debauched the Natives to
do to the prejudice of the interest of the .oble Company private trade along
the whole Cosst ... in which are the principal accomplices Fiscal Johan
Redemacher ... as well as the 'lonourable ’ieter luyts, Oppercommies and
Member of the Council, stationed at .oure and the to the bone unwise boy
Johan Dirk Ingelby and the false lookkeeper Ceneral liendrick Deldyn ...
who all of them have set up a bLloodthirsty conspiration after the depart-
urs of the D.«0, to Yida in order to restore our affaire there, which

had been ruined principally by the rench ...

{ WIC 98; Provisicmal D.-C. Pieter !uyts to /iss. of X, Tlmina, 13th November

1705,
(Ilﬂllﬂlh Huyts . Ingelly, aware of the sccusations made by de la F.,were

"q'gp.‘ and willing to repotriste and to defend themselves, Nuyts, at
‘.‘§ time at iAxim as Chief .erchant, received om 20th October 1705 the
“mumum of de la ¥.)
i were there various matters pending concerning paid and un-

Mmmnl o greet proulem concerning a certain

shain?) made of gold-suggets, belonging to the Crown of
had boen pavmed io Commies Jan Gmoeck, who has given it
ive to the late Geserel for an amount of 6 Marks.
!lli.lllq;gl?lgplli- would claim (one day)
| 'mmno-utmu
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concluded from it that he might well have sent it to the fatherland. le
therefore asked Capt. Arent Conrnelis Jongerheld whether he had perhaps
taken any gold from the General. IHe declared, that before his departure
he had received from the said General a box, containing letters according
to his saying. He had never insisted (to know its real contents) but
sehled it after his departure. After a resolution of the Council, on 26th
October, it was agreed to send Commies [e Candele and /bram Tlieftinck on
board of the VGaley” in order to collect the said box, as well as a barrel
filled with silver which wes missing, and which had heen presented as
contain ing lemon juice. From the enclosures Y.ls. may read attestations
which are?gerrible, horrifying and scandalous, that (it is understandable
that) all respect which our Nation has enjoyed in these lands above other
Buropeans has now entirely declined. (There is for instence the attestation
that)... the General has ordered in October last vear Commies Joan Snoek
to buy for his private account from the first interloper who might arrive
gunpowder, arms and brandy to a value of 25 marks, which he has indeed
done ... i'hen the General returned from Fida he passed Accra, where the
mentioned Snoek gave him the said cargant to settle his account, with the
promise to pay the remainder within two months; by that time he was however
not yet able to pay, and he was summoned to Tlmina. There the General put
an assagai on his breast, and threatened him to pierce him; eventually,
moved by many promises he let him go ... (De la P. sumnoned him again,
shortly afterwards, but Snoek refused to come) ... and wrote that he could
not come, as he was too fond of his life ... the General then went person-
ally thither with Dookkeeper Dubois . . but not heing able to effectuate
anything there, he returned to Llmina.
(reports on Whydah trade:) On 26th Lugust 1705 the ‘@rooten Tyger’ and
the “Duynenburgh’ left for Surinamen with resp. 452 Ps. and 473 Ps. slaves,
after having traded there for less than 6 months. The Ceneral has been
to I'ida himself, but he may have forgotten to report, that he he left
in all silence, without having gaid good-bye to the King. After our retumnn
here we have also learnt that the late CGeneral has summoned, on his own
request, Commies Van den Droucke, and that he has sent in his place Commies
Pantzer thither. e are not very pleased with the state of the trade at
Fida, mainly because neither Van den Droucke, nor Fantzer is sufficiently
experienced. 'The slave trade on the Gold Coast is more favourable: ...
the "Peynenburgh'’ and the “Christina, after having been delayed fruitlessly
for two montﬁs by the late General, were sent to Apam, Bercou and Accra,
and both got their loads (of resp. 346 and S48 Ps.) within 2 months. The
vfirat.nnmbar, of 348, is admittedly insuflicient, but this is so because
@nmmiaé Qmﬁeck”was declared unable by the late General to continue to do

u”aqg ra g;T'IV is trues that Trade on this Coast has been extradrdinarily
o1 last 3 manths but in realit- it has never Leen so bad



L7 G

(WIC 98 cont.)

That trade has diminished is even less surprising, considering that I
heard that coming to ficcra on his return from FTida he began to shoot in
an Yinimical way'’ with bullets on the King of Aquamboe, having requested
the latter to mect him, with the drunken head he always seecmed to have.
Here in Slmina too, he has set fire to some houses with hand-grenades and
cannon shots, and had them looted by some Company slaves ... all this in
s¥zad of promoting the trade.

Concerning the slave trade on the Gold Coast, we may say that the situation
is nowadays more favourable ... (because within 2 months the "Christinal
and the "Pegnenburgh’’ got resp. 548 and 348 sloves at Apam, Bercou and
Acera) ... we shall send the ‘Guirinai also to the said factories, and
count on dispatching it within 1C weecks, the more as we have already 100
Ps. here in stock ...

At Axim & Ancober the trade is reviving a little: about 12 marks of gold
have been extracted from those factories lately. At Boutry trade is poor,
because those of Wassa block the passages. “'he same for Sacconde. Chama
is good for water and fuel wood, but there is no trade. At Commany trade
begins to revive, because the nglish have got such disputes with the
notorious Jan Cabes, that to all appearances they are irreparable, but
with us they (i.e. the appearances for repairing relations) are great, and
he has requested us for permission to come here to Flmina for a conference.
Here at Elmina the trade is deadly (sic), but the makelaer Pieter Pasop
says that there are good signs that trade is coming, and that the old
Merchants, the Akanists will scon arrive in great numbers, which indeed we
hope Heaven will provide. At .ioure too, trade is poor, but once the Aeccan--
iste and Cabes Terrase traders are coming through, we expect good trade.
At Cormantyn there has always becn good trade, but from time to time we

have difficultics with
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1. Those liessieurs constantly
badger us for ships' gifts, also for ships which were destined by Y.Hs.

to the slave trade, and which we believe are not expected to pay any such
duties. #nglish 10% ships frequently visit that place too. There is also
gquite a different cause to be indicated for the poorness of trade here,
viz, that the late General has hanged two people from this place, on the
pretence that they had wvioclated the public roads ... but this matter has
been settled by Oppeicomities J.DU.Ingelby before his departure from there.
At fLpam trade has for some time quite reasonable, but nowadays one can't
get there anything but slaves, because of, as they say, the war which

Lkim is carrying on mgainst lquamboe. 'Lt Bercou and liccra the situation
is similar. Uhe general condition of this Coast can be summarised by
stating that the ©nglish don't have an advantageous time either, because
apart from angering their only support, the King of Saboe, which at the
same time made those of I'etoe their enemies, they have the famous Jan Cabes
now also to count among their cnemics (P.I1. suggests to be cauticus in
restoring friendship with Cabes: the Dutch should not give the iinglish cause

to say thef they were at the origin of their troubles)
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Encl. F/G to Nuyts'Lt. 13/11/'05 ‘Inventory of @1 gold & silver brought
on board of the ''Africaensche Galey' by D.-G. W.De la Palma ¥
Found in a sealed box a sealed sachet marked "Mk 11:2 , WP (monogram),
containing an amountof 1ll marks and 12 oz., in gold nuggets, among them
a chain weighing k.6, which belongs to the lling of Aquamboe, and was
pawned for some merchandisec ..
Silverware: among other things: punch-bowls, fruit-dishes, coffee-can,
dinner-plates, powder--boxes, spoons, forks &c.,%c., amounting to a total
of Mk 101:12, which will be sent to the Hon. Direcors, /‘msterdam
Apart Trom gold & silver are left by the Hon. Y. De la Palma at his death
furniture belonging to the Noble Comp. : 3 big mirrors with gilt frames,
1 old dito with black frame; 14 paintings; 2 prints; 2 portraits: 2 arm-
chairs; 28 chairs of various kinds; 1 tea-table; 1 big bell; 1 cupboard
(cabinetje’’); 2 "watersteenen & pot’ (Vaterstones & pot); 1 couch:

e o e

beds, pillows; 20 pewter dishes; 18 dito plates & 2 cans; brass cans &

kitchen utensils;, ... silver Gommunion chalices; silk & woollen clothing
with golden buttons ... etec.

Bacts A0

To~day, 6th November 1705 testified before me. Willem Van liedlum, Commies
for the soldiers' pay: Hendrik De Haan, foremen of the tradesmen, G.T.Heer-
mans, fAssistant, and Claes Van Vestreenen, butler ... that the late General
had ordered him, Heermans, to call the Fidcal, Joan Rademacher, to whom

he, the General said ... in the presence of the two other attestants: "Dont't
you see, you crook, that there are two big canoes, full of Portuguese tobacco
entering the River ?2 hy don't you stop them ? I think your boys have
arranged this for you.? On this the late Fiscal replied:? Sir General, I do
not know what is in them, and I have no part in it, but I shall go and see
what is in tkem”. Thercupon the General, without answering him, caught his
head, and after having dragzed him by his hair along the stones, he gave
him two or three punches on his body, and then he threw a cannon-ball at
him. Then he, Gencral, wemt away, and ordered him, witness to go and sece

what those canoes were charged with, and he , witness, declarcd that there

was nothing in them but the effects of the deceased Assistant Rynier Van
Bullestraeten, which had becn sent from Chama. /Attestant Van Jestrecnen
declares to have witnessed how said late CGencral has tried to catch mentioned
late Fiscal, and after having uttercd many abuses, kicked him in the groin.
- A11 witnesses declarc, that about 4 days before the death of said Fiscal
witness Den Haan went to the General to report, and that he, General, said:
Tt seems that you have better access to the Fiscal than I do, so go and
have a look at him: he is lying in his bed so lazily for such a long time.
Tell him that I shall teel four soldiers to drag him fromAhis bedi =R the
does not appear on the scene by to-morrow, and that I shall have him flogged
tenthousand times ...
Witnesses furthermore tell about the senseless shooting and throwing of

hand-grenades by the late General into ‘the Crom on 4th Augmst 170Lk.

i st
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One of the wienoauoa. when he asked the late Gsneral for the resson, was
answerced:"You are talking rubbish! !lind your own bLusiness. You are also
one of those rascals; if I had a rifle, I would shoot you through the
head" ... litness Thomas testifies, thal he, whilet painting the little
room above the hall, on that same Uth .ugust, had been approached by the
late General, who, having closed Lh: door behind him, asked him, witnees,
if he wanted to earn 10 Marks of gold ... that in that case he should go
with as many Negroes as there were rifles, brought that day in the Hall
by Master Claas who had just finished them, to iloure in order to shoot
Pieter Nuyts or kill him in any other way. That he, witness had answered
that he was not able to do that, and that the late General had replied:
0h, so you are also one of those rogues...! (Other witnesses testified
that de la *. had fircd on at least two occasions pistol shots on various
peonle for no other reason than because of his ‘‘rage’’, and that it was

sheer luck to the victims that he missed his aim)

Bncl. 4: ‘‘Short information about the manner of Slave Trade during the

2% years that I have talen care of it¥ by J.Van den Broucke. 10th November
1705.

«»« Before one is allowed to start the trade, one is compelled to pay

to the King 720 1lbs cowries customary duties, 200 1lbs to the Captains, and
30 to the town-crier who anncunces that the traders are allowed to sell
their slaves. ©Subsequently one negotiates the price with the King, Carte
and fAgo, but one should be carcful to exclude irom this price what is paid
to the Iling and the two aforesaid Cpatains, because to them one has always
to give more than to the private tradeérs; i.e. to the Hing 120 and to the
Captains 100 lbs cowries ... one 1as to make an agreement with them about
the number they will furnish £o that high price, because otherwige they will
buy 2ll the slaves from the private traders. Turthermore, one has to pay
120 1bs cowries for the “tronk’ (pen), for which they guarantee that the
slaves will not rum away. One has also to pay (the value of) one slave for
the interpreter, before he is willing to announce your desires tefthe King,
one dito for the watchman who receives and guards the goods when they are
brought ashore, and 400 1bs cowries for the carrying of the goods from
each ship.

These days the slave trade is slowing off, as a result of the disputes
between Hardra and 'ida; because those of MHardra sec that those of Fida,
who sell their slaves to the whites, receive a much higher price than what

ﬁﬁﬁy‘réstitute, and therefore they would be pleased to see the ships anchor

g&=ﬁ&£&§'plaees in order fo trade with them. TFor that reason those of
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a traders, and even less slaves. At last, in as a polite way as I could,

I made him understand, that it would be better toleave Tida, but for that
reason he counted me also among the “roguesi. Subsequently, the Hon. Gen-
eral, without announcing so to anybody, or even saying good-bye to the
King, departed two days later in the night, which was taken very evil by
the natives.

The Dutch trade at Fida is alsc much hampered by that of the French, who
have acquired most of their merchendise from Dutch ships like the “Opmmer'
which was conguered by an act of piracy.

Something which might greatly ameliorate the situation, is the intention of
the Fidase to do what four years ago thev have already undertaken, viz. to
destroy the state of Jakyn, which would also becn regarded with pleasure

by those of Harder, although it is subject to it, because they are dis--
obedient ... (De la P., who presented his idea to re-establish tHé lodge

at Offra as his own, only abused Van den Broucke...) but the King of Harder
has offered to me and requested me to come to chose a place in his country
to trade and to have a lodge constructed for us. The principal Captains

of Harder have also requested me to grant the King's request, and dhey have
also let me know, that once the lodge is ready, they would not object to
our bringing guns there for our defence; up to now the King has however
continued to refuse us that privilege ... It is also highly necessary, that
the Merchant treats the Natives with the greatest politeness, and that if
he has reasons for complaints, that he presents them to the King without

conceitedness.

Request to P.Nioiyts, Dlmina, 3rd November 1705,

Undersigned, Jacoh Donder, Auditor, and at present since Joh. Rademacher
died, Fiscal, revercntly reports on the 8ad revolts which have taken
place recently.... How ilr. J.5noek, Commies at fAccra, has abandoned

in an impolite letter all homage and obedience due to the late D.-G. De
la Palma, when His Hon., in order to execute his warnings, wanted to sail
down to fccra with the ‘iArenti’. ilhen on 30th September H.E. left indeed
for Accra, Snoek, Sibout Hemnsius, the former merchant at Bercou, and
Bardet, Chief Merchant at Cormantyn, have conspired to cause a public
rebellion against the Person of the late General, closing the gate (port?)
of fccra at the arrival of the late General, firing two cannon-balls when
.8, arrived on the roads. Thus acting on behalf of Mr. Dubois, they have
trampled the authority of H.E., of the lloble Company, nay, of Their High-
mightinesses themselves. In the same way these gentlemen have dispatched
a circular letter full of bloodthirsty expressions, in orddr to cause a
public rebellion, first to ‘pam, then to Cormantyn, where it was not with~
out effect, and then to Houre. This rebellion was taken so evil by the
late General De la Palma, that he was at once deprived of his senses, and
gripped by a violent fever, he has paid for it after an eight days® illness
with his grievous death. Undersigned therefore demands permission from
the Hon. President of the Council, ordinary and extraordinary lembers of

the Coucil to arrest within 48 hours Snoek, Heinsius & Bardet.

A
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WIC 180; Letters & Papers from Ardra. dJ.Van den Boroucke & Adriesan Schoon-
heyd to Chamber Amsterdam, Fida, 2lst June 1706,

As both of us were ordered to go with Y.lIs'. sghip "Amsterdam’” to Fida for
the Slave Trade, in order to provide it as soon as possible with its requir-
ed number of slaves, we have indeed immediately after our arrival here, on
16th April, done our best to dispatch it as soon as possible; but because

of the arrival of several Portuguesc ships, we had a lot of trouble to get

for the said ship, with the partly non-current tradcgoods we had, its

required ‘armasocen’’. Yet after hardly 2 months it has left, with on board
a good 500 heads of slaves, all proper Piezas d¥Indias. Ve nearly forgot to

mention, that shortly before our arrival our lodge here was entirely ruined
by a fire; according to Commies Pantzer it was a great ... (2) of the

Company ‘s effects.

WIC 124; Minutes of Council, Elmina

11th Januvary 1706:; 4s the Hon. President experiences every day that the
slaves taken from Portuguese ships and barques arrested along thls Coast
and confiscated in accordance with the orders of the Ten are of such poor
gquality that none or very few of them are accepted by the Cpatains of the
Comp.'s slaveships, and they consequently have to stay for years in this
Castle, without the Comp. drawing any advahbage from them, and, on the
contrary many of them, nay,most of them, die. It is now, that President
thinks there is a good occasion, whilst there are so many Lnglish 10% ships
and trade is weak, to deliberate on what to do with these slaves. ... It
has been agreed that the Hon. President shall have the Council's consent
to sell such indelivrable and macron slaves for the best price he can get

(from anybody)

1%th February 1706, ... According to Commies Rempelaecr a large quantity
of gunpowder, which becausc of the porr trade has been for a long time

in stock, is on the point of decaying. The President therefore proposed
for consideration if the price of gunpowder should be lowered to 2 oz, 8
Angels per ki (=ewt?), the more as another 75,000 lbs gunpowder aresex-
pected shortly with th. ship ‘Carolus Jecundus), and also because Commies
Landman has written from ixim that a large number of traders had arrived
there who want to buy powder, but who do not want to pay more than 2 oz

8 Angels per Cto as the Brandenburg General sells it at that price

15th February 1706.

Caboceer Igniem of /Annemaboe arrived from Cape Coast in order to greet us
-in the name of lir. Dalby Thomas, requesting us to ask Caboceer /[duamma
why he had arrested three slaves of the R..L.C. at Commany and kept there
in the Commany territory. Aduamma was therforec summoned, and he replied
that his people had gone to iloure, a year ago, in order to buy palm oil
and yams, but that on the orders of the Inglish General they had been
arrested on the high seas, under the pretext that they had come to do
priavte trade on his Roads, saying that lir. De la Palmmchad arrested des-
erters, but it should be said; that such.was only done after lir. Dalby had

shown him the way thereto. Tinally, concerning what has happened at Acon,
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about which the linglish make also a lot of noise, we shall not repeat
here how long ago we have acguired, through the dedication of his ceast
to us, the Mount Cong from the King of Saboe. Abr. Lieftink and Abr. Pant-
zer reported on 20th Januray 1705, that it is true, that on the 12th of
that month (representatives of) the R...C. have been attacked on the spot
called Acon, which the &English call OQuesn ‘nne's Point; that some un-armed
Moure fishermen have gone in two canocs into the hay, on the signals of
two slaves of the RAC, who had gonc to the sea in order to save their
lives from the Saboese; one of them, who could not swim, was drowned, the
other was saved by one of th. fishermen. .This fisherman, called Cabbena ,
has brought that slave 'to lHoure, where the lierchant has at once taken him
into protection. On 15th of this month he has even delivered him, the slave,
to Mr. Dalby, for which aforesaid Knight has had the politeness to give
to the llerchant an amount of S oz. as compensation for the Negro Cabbena,
which amount has indecd becn handed over by ir. uyts to this Cabbena.
Mr., Nuyts has also ordered his subject Negroes not to undertake any host-

ilities against the Saboese...

26th May 1706. Public reading of a communication from Abr. Lieftinck,
Zacconde: The multiplicity of malicious acts by the Lnglish Nation, as
well as the cruelties of the indigenous Natives is growing from day to
day. These acts are not only directed against the Company, but also agaisst
their fellow blackmen who from a tender age take service with the Noble
Comp. There are constantly attempts Leing made on their lives, under the
pretext of sore shallow lie, but in reality for no other reason, thah that
these people let themselves be used by the Company. This is a great dis-
advantage fop the Company, because one can't properly trade without making
use of interpreters on account of our inexperience witl: the language of
the Negroes. If we arc to be deprived by these gruesome murders of our
interpreters, we would not be able to promote the real interest of our
Masters. It is my duty to let Y.is. know, that undecr the fort at Zaccon-
dee one Negro called Draffo is hanging around, who, like other sworn Adom
Antese (sic) chiefs, sworn enemies of the loble Comp., has tl¢ intention

to deprive the person Jan Tolck (!John Interpreter) Who has worked for
many years at Zacconde, in a scandalous manner of his life. TFor that
prrpose he has influenced one Janta, chief of an Anta village which is
under the protection of the Dnglish at Dickjes Schouw, as has appeared
from the fact that said Jan Tolck was imprisoned, and only liberated as

‘a result of the vigilance of Commies Van Dalen at BDoutry ...

2lst June 1706. President propdses to send the barque ‘De Twee [Moriaenen'
to Fida in order to bring Jac. Van Den Broucke and Adriaen Schoonheyd there
together with unsaleable and non-current goods, and to order Commies
Pantzer at the same time to buy from the lrench a guantity of smooth
Bangles ad 9,000 to 1,000 1lbs.(sic) per B slaves in order to continue

the ivory trade with force, because at the moment we arc very ill provided
with that coulriodity .
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16th October 1706: President Nuyts anuounces ... to have received inform-
ation how the allied powers have had an amazning and miraculous victory over

the proud and haughty eanemy, who has now suddenly fallen; that we may

fatherland, Tor
that peace a day of prayer shall be held ... and each shall have to abstain

therefore hope and expect a general peace for our dear

from whoring, drinking, gambling, swearing, fighting and shouting, on

penalty of the confiscation of three months' salary...

31lst January 1707. Pres. de lonstrates thet the Cruiser (Beschermer) has

chased a little snow into the bay of Saccondee, hut that its crew managed

Lotlescapel on shore, because of the protection offered by the English ...

a protes®-noete has therefiore been sent to Sir Dalby ... From reports it

furthermore appears that the Caboceer fAlexander Avarico, one of whose

subjects has perpetrated an ofience against the ing of lLguamboe, has

recently entered the service of the Inglish Nation; but as he has always

enjoyed costgeld (subsistence-money) from us, he has once more changed

of opinioen, and returned teo us, and h
Yet, Sir Dalby has come to claim mentioned

has been resolved to charge Commiegs Dubois

been pardoned by Commies Dubois.
i[El;

with this issue and to ask him

/lexander as a deserter.

to seek some accomodation with Sir Dalby...

14th March 1707. The Council has resolved to write to the Ass. of Ten,

concerning the religious policies of Van Sevenhuysen, the way

y inowhich the

inheritance of De la Palma was divided, and councerning the settlement of

disputes among the Natives: the Council has great objection to (the idea

that?) a Fiscal would have t would be

he direction of triminal justice, as it

impossible to put this into practice in accordance with the customs of this

country and without causing a great decline in the esteem for the Noble

Comp. and the respect for the D various other chief-executives, and

that rather all criminal matters continue to be tried with all possible
Do-G.

to

it

e an excellent occasion to extend
b thisliy

i s

modesty and candor, in accordance

and the Chiefs of

wiith this countryls cecustoms,

h various factories, and that fines will continue

be paid inte the Company's coffers ... Concerning the lodge at Offra,

has been agreed to answer, that it would

cr

the slave trade in time of peace, und

the present circumstances
of war and general insecurity it seems us to be premasure and too dangerous,
as no protection can be offered to the ships on the roads there comparable

to the one offered at Fida ... Concerning the sugar, ctbonnsnddinddggo plant-

ations, be guite able to continue that work,

that we would if only the

rquired tools, slaves and othcr materials were sent, and especially if we

were to be al'owed to buy as many slaves as Pres. Nuyts proposed in his

Tetier of 2hth April 1706. It should however be sddedi S that @ difficul ty in

the cultivation of sugar is, that much of it is stolen by the Negroes them-

(L5

selves, as thev have a very grect liking for it... Finally, to request the
dispatch of the following military and marine people (sic): 150 soldiers,
12 lantsmatrosen (? land-sailors), 10 constables, 12 surgeons, 2 ships-carp-

enters, 2 house-d%, 3 masons, 1 blacksmith,2 coopers, 1 sail-maker,l brazier.
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22nd April 1707. ;.; Resolved to arrest all the canoes of the Iinglish
Comp., which may pass, because this uorning two of the lloble Comp.’'s slaves
have bLeen massacred on the \mpenie road, and it is an undisputed fact that
this has been done on the orders of the inglish CGenersl Dalby Thomas. They
have taken away from them the letters which the were bringing to Commany,
and as this is periculum in mora (sic) we are compelled to take exact inform-
ations.

22nd April 1707. As the Kings of Saboe, Commany and F'etoe have volunteered
to give us some men to help us against Sir Dalby, we have agreed to accept

that offer under these circumstances, and to supnly them with the required

ammunition.

27th April 1707. The factories at Boutry and Saccondee are at present
only manned by two provisional ondercommiesen; in view of the present
frequent differends witl the Inglish and the quarrele about Taccorary,
it should be advisable to provide the said factories with abler chiefs

(elected: Commies Verwy a:ad ondercommies BDolcool)

2nd June 1707. ‘'‘he D.-G. having been informed that Sir Dalby is again
making preparations towards some design, and as we believe that that will
again bencern Taccorary ... we shall this time to prevent Sir Dalby fououi
execute these evil designs, and send thither ondercommies Parent Bosch
with the required laboupers, materisls and amiunition, in order to build
there a small tower-like stronghold, in order to prevent the English Gener-

al from taking possessi-n of that place another time.

16th September 1707.

Public reading of a protest by ilessrs Cuep and Schoonwitz on behalf of

the Tion General Hendrilc Lamey representing HiB.Royal llighness of Prussia,
in which it is being insinuated ... That you, D.-G. P.Nuyts ... have started
to build a fortress at laccorary, a district which is however under the
jurisdiction ofif His Réyal ilajesty of Prussia. /hen we requested Y.H. on
ﬁf& Spetember in a friendly manner to desist from the construction, Y.H
replied on 4th Spptember, that no letter could have surprised you more.

e are however certain and maintain that we have always had Taccorary in
free and peaceful poscession (sic), and we have also built there a strong-
hold in 1685, but then, contrary to all justice and reason Y.l.'s predeces-
sor llic. Sweerts, by means of a multitude of Negroes -dismissed soldiers-
haa completely demolished it and spiked the canunon of His Royal Majesty of
Prussia and stolen all the ammunition; worse even, the whole garrison stat-
~ioned there ha5 been massacred in an atrocious and un-christian manner.

??’Bu@ two years latér we were again able to live peacefully in the said trade-

.-inﬁﬂQr our wwn flag; but then again, that lodge was ravaged by Y.H.'s
WWﬂ”B&nh a multitude of canoces with iiina Negroes whose command-
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under threats, that they should not allow traders to pass through their
lands to trade with us, and to confiscate those goods which we might have
sold. But as those Abocroese and '/ieraese do not belong to ¥Y.Hs'. protect-
ion but to ours, and we have also accordingly supnorted them in the Adom
war, without which support they certainly might have been defeated.
e therefore protest in the strongest terms against your precedures at
Taccorary ... (follows: text of agreement made by J.luntz on 26/11/1703
with Abocroe and ‘Yassa, renewed by lLamey on 14/2/1707 : ... A5 the Adom
Caboceer Jan Kango and his men for several years has troubled the country,
made the roads unsafe, has plundered the traders, nay, has actually with
a large number of his men invaded the States of /fboeroe and Wiera in order

to ruin them, in whick he would have succeeded if those Abocroese and Vierase

had not timely been assisted by us and the Vassase, through whose help they:
have totelly defeated the idomse and decapitated the Caboceer Jan Kango.
After these actions the victors of the States of fbocroe and Wassa have

come to me in the fort and offered tlhieir faithful subjection in the service
of His Royal Majesty of Prussia, and we, the Prussians offer tlem in return
2 safe and free retreat to our Fortress Gross Friedrichsburg in case of war..)
On this letter P.Nuyts has offered to send the following letter im reply:

lon. Sir General Lamey ... It should be evident, that Their ilighmightinesses
of the States-General have conguered with Their glorious arms the territories
which formerly belonged to the Portuguese on this Coast, and in particular

in 1640 the village of Taccorary, whose Anta Natives have subjected themselves
to Theivic Highhiightinesses of the States-Ceneral and Their Chartered WIC

by an act of vassalage in 1656, long before His Prussian liajesty ever had
shown any sign of intending to occupy any domains on this Coast, and it is
simply due to the peacefulness and connivance of our predecessor that Y.Hs.
have becp able to trade in peace and quiet. 1e are the more surprised that
His Prussian llajesty mekes any pretension on Taccorary, because for more than
two years now Y.Hs. have not dared to oppose the enterprises of the Tnglish
RAC at the saild place, and we are sad to note the details from the Contrad
which Y.lls. have submitted to us, how Y.Hs. have sapped the authority of
Their Highmightinesses and corrupted the Lbocroese and Igwirase, whom Y.Hs.
dare to call lsubjects of His Prussian MHajesty', whilst it should be quite
clear that they have since 1642 submitted themselves entirely to Their High-
mightinesses and Their VIC, which agreements, as well as the one with Ankobza
we have renewdd on 22nd August 1697 and 13th July of this year. All these
things may have extreme results, which would be very inconvenggnt, in part-
icular in view of the present close alliance betwcen our mutual soverzigns

in Europe «..

13th October i?O?. D.~G. demonstrated to the llembers how Oppercommies Jan
Landman at Axim has traded over the past months August and September &n
amount of 100 1k, 10 4, 6% B. gold, 9CL 1lbs ivory, 80 1lbs crevell and 16 slaves
and that he has given so many proofs of proper conducts and diligence in the
service of the lioble Comp, that now that Oppercommies J.D.Ingelby has... re-
patriated, to recompensate him with a better position. ... unanimously agreed

to propose ... Landman as Chief lierchant to the Ass.of X, on a salary of £11¢ 80,



ﬂhﬂhad redsemed from the ‘tJufferse for 15 Jehdas of gold, and that
“rm@re, at his arrival on 2°nd of this month, he had handed over to
one of his Cabocecrs. Teki Coma reguested him to take both these men
hpawns for an amount of 3 ilarks of gold, vhich he would pay back by the
e the disputes betwecn him, his brother and the ings of Fetu and Saboe
e settled. Considered that the State of *tdJuffer is very important for
m, that the 'tJufferse have the opening and closing of the paths for the
-ssaanteze merchants in their hends, and that he, Teki Coma has for that

‘reason paid even more to them than what the had claimed, the Council has

resolved to lend Teki Coma against the mentioned pawns the said 3 llarks, as
Pi% is in th: interest of the Trade.

|

‘2#th November 1707. On 7th liay this year it was decided to summon Comumies
Pantzer from Fida, and te leave the lodge there in the hands of an ondercomm-
ies, and to entrust a Chief ilerchant with the dispatch of the slave ships,
this on the one hand becmase of the multiple dangers to which the Comp.

goods are exposed tlicre as a result of frequent cases of arson at that place,
on the other because of various complaints the Hing of Fida had sent about
him,Pantzer, in two different letters. !''hen mentioned Pantzer arrived on
8th July from Fida, and was sumuoned to the Council iieeting where explanat-
jone for his actions were demanded, the D.-G. and Chief lierchant Van lleesel
have clearly perceived from his response that the oppercomniesen Jan Dirk
ingelby and Van den Broucke (the latter had offered to take over Pantzer's
job) had a promeditated and detestable passion against mentioned Pantzer,

and that they have corrupted the Iing of Fida to send such complaints about
Pantzer, as appears very clearly from a letter dd. 6tlL June 1706 from Ingelby
to Van den Broucke, which was intercepted ... Later it was learnt from other
sources that Van den Droucke has paid to Ingelby the sum of 4 Marks in order
to let him forego his turn to go to Fida, in order to he able to claim some
un-paid debts there. Tor this there are no written proofs, but when asked,
f(;ngalby) said that he preferred to give priority to somebody else, and

i gaxaag that more of the roguish tricks which he has perpretrated might leak

> thought it wiser to ask for permission to resign. Since the slave

» most essential to the Interest of the Company, and without it little
i it could be expected that the

a result of the impudence of
j_ that we feel compelled to send the
suaﬁs. anﬂ also because he, Van den Broucke
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‘to make there an agreement with the King for the continuation of the slave
trade, as well as that in gold and ivory. On 4th November the said Pantzer
returned, and his report was offered to the Hon. llembers of this Coucil.

It shows that Appa is situated very convehiently near the beach, with a
better bay (than at Uhydah or Jaquin?) and without a very strong surf, that
there is a beautiful fresh water river near-by and also enough firewood,
to supply slaveships with water and woecd, which would relieve the Noble
Comp. from the need Lo send costly canoes for that purpose from this Coast.
This place has also some advantages for the spcedy dispatch of slave ships,
as they can set up their schoven (sheafs =?) whilst the; do their trade,
which is not practicable at! Fida because the lodge is there so far away
from the beach. Tradegoods also risk tiuere to be frequently reduced or
stolen by the Natives whilst they are carried from the beach. Furthermore,
the Eing of Great /rdra alone has the closing and opening of the passages

to Fida and Appa in his h

)

nds, and has been making promises to supply slaves
to no other Nations (exception being made for the Portuguese), which in
time of peace, when all Nations sail to this Coast, would bring the greatest

L

advantages to the Company. .-. Lt has therefore been unanimously resolved

to send Commies Pantzer on the "Waterland®™ te Fida, with a proper instruction

to embark there the merchandise which are still in the Company's lodge ~
and to go with them to Appa, in order to establish there a new lodge for
the Noble Comp., leaving only ondercommies Heermans at Fida, who from time
to time should report to us on what is happening at Court there, and Pantzer
shall continue the slavei ivgry and gold trade with the said remnants of
merchandise till it will be decided, at the arrival of the next slave ships

whether they should be sent to Fida or te Appa.

20th March 1708. D.-G. demonstrated to the Hon. liembers with the help
of the minutes of a previous meeting of the Council, that the Great
Asjanteyn Sovereign Zaay claims by mouth of his deputy, the Caboceer
Assaminiaquara and the General’s servant Ampa satisfaction for 80 Ps.
ivorymtusks.which he would have sent hither in the days of D.-G- Van
Sevenhuysen, and for which the said Van Sevenhuysen would not have been
willing to pay more than the value of one ilark of gold, whilst said
Zaay sustains that they were worth at least 2 llarks of gold. Hereupaon
Their IHons. summoned the servants Bossum Equi and Aussi of the said
D.-G. Van Sevenhuysen, who had been used for the sending of those tusks,
as well as tune ilaltelaer Pieter Pasop, who declared that (indeed) those
tusks have been brougit here at that time ... As it has come to the notice
of Their Hons. that they (i.e. the [santes) make at other places similar
pretensions, and as ey want to promote and reinforce the trade with
these people --which has been troublesome enough-(to start), Their Homns.
have unanimously requested the D.-G. to accede to the pretension of this
Asjanteyn deputy and te satisfy the Great Sovereign Zaay in order to

t

s rade uvith our Wation...

encourapge him the more to continue the

xy

L
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f 30th April 1708. Oppercomiiies Landman informed the Council that a Negrog

| the Caboceer Aussikoe, who lately gave up his obedience to the Brandenburg
Company, has come to live with all his people at Axiﬁ. But he owed the
Brandenburg General the sum of 16 bendas of gold on account of goods he
had bought on credit and which he, Aussikoe had sent to fowin in order
to sell them there with some profit, and of which he expects to receive
the returns soon. He humbly requested us to be kind enough to pay the
aforesaid debt to the Brandenburg General, so that no troubles like pan-
yarring or other irregularities will develop at Axim, promising to return
the borrowed sum at .xim as soon as his people return from Aowien ... It
has been resolved to lend to Aussikoe the mentioned sum, in order to be

paid to the Brandenburghers ...

6th July 1708. i"Translation of a Letter from Sir Dalby Thomas, dd. 25th
June 1708, addressed to P.lNuyts"” (NB i.e. re-translated into Englishi)

«eo Y.H, having bribed a Negro called Quaggio Agua, the present Chief-cabo-
ceer of the llegrocroom of /innamaboe, and some others to arrest one Thomas
«o. mentioned Quaggio Aqua has indeed caught mentioned Thomas when he was
for some business at Annamaboe on 21lst of this month, and brought him to
the Dutch Fort Amsterdam at Cormantyn (where mentioned Quaggio Aqua has
been very well recompensated by Y.Hs.) in order to be transported from
there to St. George d'iflmina, where, according to my latest information

he still is, under the pretence that he should be condemned by Y.H. and
Y,He' Council, because he once deserted from the service of the Dutch WIC;
but this is entirely contrary to the treaty of lst Deccmber 1674, signed

in London ... concerning the freedoms of subjects of each Nation in Africa.

9th July 1708. (lluyts has invited D.Thomas to discuss various disputes
which they have had lately, but D.Thomas replied that he was feel=-
ing too weak to come to Ilmina. Nuyts ppoposed therefore to write
'to Dalby Thomas:

As Y.H.'s weakness does not allow Y.H. to come to Llmina, we hope to have
the honour to meet Y.H. to-morrow on the banks of the Sweet River; we shhll
for that occasion bring two tents to be set up there, and bring with us
some food and drink ... (Answer from Dalby Thomas, received on the same
day:) ... I shall meet Y.H. at the appointed time, hoping that we may
arrive at some agreecment which may pitease our masters, which, I believe,
could best be done drinking just a little cup of coffee or tea, without

any great ceremony ...

24th July 1708. D.-G. demonstrated how a new dispute had arisen with the
English, when 5ir Dalby Thomas demanded that two rowers who had deserted
to fAccra were slaves of the Bnglish Company, and that they should be rest-
ituted to hém; D.-G. had however replied, that they were free-born llatives
from lloure, and that by some roguish trick they had been stolen and sold
to him, oa which the Znglish General had replied that it had never been

his habit to inguire into the manner in which sellers got their slaves.
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On this D.-G. had replied that in that case he, lnglish General, should
excuse him if he were to rely, if the occasion presented itself, on such
rogues in order to take his revenge, and also that lir. Phipps should not
have been so precocious as to have first committed an act of kidnapping in

the open sea, and immediately afterwards to have fired in an inimical manner
on the croom and the fort...

31st July 1708. D.~G. read oul a paragraph from a letter by the Commission-
ers Landman and lingelgraaff, who have been sent to Fida in order to buy

there slaves to be uscd as craftsmen on this Coast, demonstrating, that

they would not be able to buy 50 or 60 slaves on this (Slave-) Coast, unless
they paid to the ling of Fida the usual custom paid for a slave ship, which
would mean the payment of another 20 Ps. slaves above the before mentioned
number. The D.-G. gave this intc deliberation to the Council, as those slaves
are indeed badly necded here. It has been agrced, that the D.-G. should

send a gift of 12 yards red cloth, and to write to the Commissioners that
they may add to that as much as they may deem necessary ... and demonstrate

to the King of Fida, that the Company does not meke any profit oa such slaves.

(It was also decided to let the Commissioners Landman & Engelgraaff renew
"the contract made in 1703 witl: the French Tlation about the freedom and
safety of the roads at Fida')

22nd October 1708. President save into consideration to the Council ...

that the Portuguese tobacco is these days very popular on this Coast, and
that with this commodity much of the trade could be attracted to our fact-
ories. It has therefore been unanimously resolved to buy that Portuguese
tobacco for the Comp., because if one let these Portuguese depart with their
tobacco, others, in particular the Inglish Nation,would take the opportunity
to buy it «..

WIC 124.

?7th January 1709 A Bill of Expenses of Commissioners Gngelgraaff and Land-
man, made in Fida, was presented to the Council:

320 1lbs. cowries, 57 Ps. Uservetten', 4O Ps. ‘graetjens’ and 20 Ps. ‘caffal’.
For robbed goods on the River of Jaquyn (sic): 600 1lbs cowries for expenses
on 200 slaves, who because of bad weather had to wait 8 @r 10 days on shore
before they could be embarked, and 137 Ps. servetten for refreshments for
they yacht ‘‘Cormentyn''. Comuies Pantzer has furthermore declared lk 3, 7 y]

and 2 B, for his mission to Great Ardra and Appa ...

WIC 180; Letters & Papers from Ardra (Chamber /msterdan)

Van den Broucke to Ass. of Ten, 25th July 1707

<o Trade is much in decline here because the latives of various states
have disputes, which makes the slaves extraordinarily expensive, in part-
icular (those from ?) Harder, which has tightly closed all the passages
because it does not receive sufficient contributions as they say, but in
mj opinion chiefly because they dsire us to bring our trade again to their

country $& £Eérold places at Offraey "as t >r have on previous occasions said.
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This could indeed be quite effective if there were peace, but in time of
war this would be too dangerous ... This ship: could have been dispatched
much sooner, if the slaves embarked on it had been shown, because then those
of Harder would readily have added theirs to them, to all probability, and
connived at the opening of the paths for that purpose ... 'le have taken
into Y.Hs'. service here a free ilegro in order to wateh the slaves, which
il my opinion is useful for the safe transport of the slaves. I hope Y.Hs.
will not be dis-pleased with this.
All Nations have the habit to fire their guns when arriving on the roads
here, in order to annouhce their arrival, and I have also given orders to
that extent, but as V.Hs. have ordered that this should not be done, as
it is not conducive to the respect of the Comp., I have obeyed, and given
orders to the contfary, upon whiéli-has followed a presesit”’ from the King of
Fida in the form of a cow, in gratitude.

A.Schoonkeyt to iss. of Ten, 16th llovember 1707.

Not only arc most of the trudugoods we have here noa-current ones, there
were also not less than six Fortuguese and two linglish ships anchored here,
and most of the time we had to compecte with about 9 other ships; yet I have
been lucky enough to be able to dispatch the ‘iAmsterdam’ within 2 months
with an armasoen of 200 heads, having apdlied in the meantime all my dilig-
ence not only here at Fida, but also about 5 miles to the Leeward at a place
called Chakyn, to buy slaves ... I was informed by liessrs Boerhave and Heer-
mans, whom I had sent to that place to take care of the trade, that a Port-
uguese brigantine was anchored there, and as it happened that the yacht
"Elmina,",Capt. Thomas Gerard, had just arrived on the roads here on its
way to the Bight in order to tradc ivory, I thought it good to inform Capt.
Gerard of this, and indeed, shortly afterwards he had the good luck to en-
counter thc said Portugucse and to relieve him of as many contrabandsgoods
as is permitted, taliing also a number of 100 slaves from it, whom he embark-
ed on .the “Amsterdam’; I hope that this is not unwelcome news to Y.Hs.

An extraordinary event worth menticning happened here shortly afterwards,
when Capt. Hendrik 3roerse, sailing on Y.Hs'. siip '‘Eva liaria’’, received
information that a French ship mounted with 16 guns and with a crew of 60,
in the company of a Portuguese brigontine which it had captured three days
earlier, was sighted on the upper-part of the Gold Coast. Vhen he encount-
ered the Frenchman, he found his:seréw to weak to be able to attack the
French ship itself, but by sailing fast he managed to deprive the French of
their Portuguese prize, with which he¢ arrived safely at Elmina. The French
could not prevent this, but they they beldly sailedymadtiLdatnawwibhinitbe
sight of the Castle on its way to Fida in order to buy there slaves, which
made the General decide to reinforce Capt. Broerse with over 20 soldiers
and to send him in pursuit of the I'rench .. . But Broerse did not catch up
with them before Little Popo, a Llitile morc thun 5 miles from here, and
there they fought which each other from early morning till noon, more than
5 hours, and eventually the French, who according to Capt. Droerse could

- not have resisted much longer ...blew up their ship. 23 Frenchmen were
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salvaged by the sloop of our ship, whom Capt. Broerse has left here with

the French Director on the latter's request. Ve had two casualtiee on our
ship.

J.Landman & \/.Engelgraaff to Ass. of Yen, 2nd February 1708.

sse On 166h June the justitia'! left Fida with 673 heads of slaves on board,
after having taken in a number of 114 heads in Tlmina and the factories of
Moure, Cormantyn, (Apaw, Bercou and Accra. Ve would have liked to be able
to follow up the General's order to embark 700 or even more slaves on the
ship, and for which purpose he has also sent a special cargasoen, but as
the Cgptain sent us a note that he could not decently put more slaves on
board of his ship; he therefore reguested to stop the trade; which we did,
in order not to over-charge the ship, which, particularly in case of an
outbreak of smallpox or other deseases can be desastrous, because sitting
Bo closely packed together, once one is sick he rapidly infects all the
others.~ It is sad to note how difficult the trade is here for our Nation,
in fact not only ours, but also the Inglish, French and Portuguese; it &s
virtually impossible to prevent the llegroes from stealing goods when they
are carried from the beach, which is more than three hours from here, in
particular the cowries, which is the money of the Natives here. Ve have
kept day after day 3 white sailors armed with swords and rifles on the beach
in order to pe-present whilst the goods are being carried on shore and to
prevent this pilfering, but in spite of all those precautions they continue
to do it, and we can never get any recompensation witout todging a complaint
with &he King. The only solution would be, to bur humble opinion, to put

the cowries in double casks or waterproof barrels with iron hoops.

Jan De Paauw to fAss. of Ten, 1llth Tebruary 1709.

(reports arriyal at Vhydah, as successor of "Chief ilerchant and President"
Adriaen Schoonheyd, on 7th llovember 1708) ... I learnt that the King of
Fida had died on 28th October of last year, and that his little son of
about 12 years had succedded him es iling. Vhen I came here in the lodge,
I learnt from ondercommies Zvert Lrugman and assistant Albert dfAltuna that
the slaves were at that time very scarce, Capt. Carte, one of the
grandees of this State who with this young King has the whole government
in his hands, explained that it was solely due to the death of the King
that the trade was poor, that this country is always in great disorder and
confusion when Kings die, which brings great disadvantages to the trade.
I send with the sh%p/wn?gh brings this letter 530 well conditioned slaves
Ko lr. Jac. Beks, the Governor of Curagao. I would like to propose to
¥.Hs., with due submission, that if the cowries are priced in Holland 9 to
10 stuyvers per 1lb, to put in the cargo of the following ships always for
1/3 of the total of slaves to be bought cowries, as cowries are always cur-
rent merchandise here, as well as platthiljos, if thuey are of good quality,
groote nepten and iron rods; the latter are seasonal commodities, in part-

icular for the months ilarch and Lpril. Trade in beads is rather dangerous
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~and it is difficult to predict ... as appears from the remainder of beads
‘fwe have to reurn hereby... only the small sparkligg %ggs are rather much in
"demand. The lodge is in such a poor condition, that there is hardly anything
worth the name of servants' lodgings, and one can't find at all a proper
store-house for the merchandise, which have now to be stored in a barn

under a thatch roof. Becausge of this lack of room in the lodge I am comp-
elled not to take morc goode on shore than I need in one days I suppose I
have to ascribe the poor condition of this lodge to the many changes of
comuiesen and merchunts here, who having traded for one or two ships used

to return to Elmina. If they had been able to stay here for some time,

they could have built some proper storechouses. It would hnve cost the Comp.
at least 12 or 14 slaves in goods, but I should think that it would be better
to make some small expenses than to have to suffer big losses, such as we

had in 1706, when the sorerooms were consumed by fire. The King here is
oBliged, according to promises and agreements, to maintain the lodge, and
provide i¥ w1t€§grg§\en or store rooms. He does not offer lesstihan that

but if one needs something from him, he keeps oane waiting for years. The
French and the Inglish have therefore decided to let everything be made

on their own expense by their own slaves, and are in that wat provided wizth
proper lodgings and store houses ...

PS. I forgot to mention that I geant assistant .lbertus d'iltuna with a canoe
full of tradegoods to Jaguin in ..rdra, as that seems to be a good place for
trade too, and because trade here was at my arrival most migerable. I had.
hoped that he would be able to buy there at lezst one third of the required
number of slaves, but that trade was not as favourable as I had thought.

It has howver helped in th trade; Dut I perceive that the King of Great
Ardra is not very pleased with the trade in this manner, and he demands

that we come with our ships directly to his country to trade ... There
is at the moment no other Comp. servant with me in the lodge than assistant

Brugmans. . »

Jan de Paauw to Ass. of Ten, 6th September 1709.

».» The "Catharina Christina’ arrived here on 23rd July, after having met
with much disorder and adversity. On the orders of President Van Veesel
(Curagao) 294 Ps. slaves have been bought on the Upper Coast, among them
11 boys and 8 girls, making together 287 Pieces d'India, and afterwards
we have bought for V.ls. yet 215 Ps. slaves, and Capt. Corn- Boes has there-
fore bought a total of 509 slaves. He left these roads however with only
459 heads, because there has been great mortality among the lina slaves.

The slaves are scarce here as a result of the great number of ships coming

to trade here, and one can hardly sell even the best tradegoods. There are
at the moment not less than li ships anchored on the roads here, and on top
of that the passages through this country have been closed by the King of
Lrdra to such an.extent, that hardly a single slave comes through. I have
%@g@ﬁfare sent one of my gentlemen here with a big canoce with tradegoods by




‘ _ %hﬁ.s reason the King of Great Arﬂﬂ
. ,;ﬁlage of slaves still more. I objected however, t Iiiﬁgﬁqak
.if’they could assure me that there would be abundant slaves here,
would then certainly stop our trade there, but that as long as th’lwf,
S0 many ships here waiting on the roads and hardly any slaves could be
it was my duty to send our ships to those places where they can be .got;
rthat otherwige I would have to let this ship depart without blaveg. Things
éing as they are I have therefore continued the trade in the same manner, but
Qﬂﬁgi“if we could continue for long, because the French and the Inglish
ins i ﬁﬁ. the Negroes to thwart us, and if we would have to retire from here,
‘the s;f?‘ tmade would be for some time be in a very bad shape for us ...

i Three slaves escaped by night, and up to now we have not managed to get them

{ back. But the King of Ardra has sent a messenger to promise us that we shall
' have them back. As I can't go myself to Ardra, I must stay content with

that promise ...

NBKG 81; Blmina Journal.

14th October 1709; (D.-G. Adriaen Schoonheyd) ... written to Ingelgraaff at
Fida: ... our Cruiser "Eva laria’ has been so fortunate as to capture a Port-
uguese ship which earlier had been captured by a French ship with 20 guns,
which in its turn was stopped and captured by Capt, Jan Thomas. This letter
is to accompany the present 5 Irench officers, among them one Capt. Bertrand
La Bury, who says that he is a cousin of llonsieur Dérouguin, and for that
reason we have treated him politely, and even written a little note to
mentioned Dérouguin, hoping that Y.H. lives in a good understanding with
that Nation ... the remadning Frenchmen will be shipped when the next buys

("herring-boati’) leaves for the rio Benyn.

16th October 1709. Wrote to-day a circular letter to the commanders of the
Upper and Lower Factories:

Messieurs! Ue have decided to order Y.Hs. not only to continue the slave
,twa&e with the greatest possible vigour, but also to be careful that the

‘ gl‘vea will be found to be good and delivrable; each Commender shall have
4 J%ﬁ'ksép the purchased slaves at his factory, till we give orders that they

ected. e have made this decision principally because we have the
to send the ship which has becn captured by Capt. Seraat (?)

;ng@@ oppercommies Haringh, Accra, in
 furthe: order concerning the pur-
'“m the brother of the King of Aquam-
;uhuld not be a goqd thing
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left for Abora, where he is negotiating with deputies of the Aguamboese, the
'tJufferse, Commany and Ackanny in order to make war on those of Cabes Terra.

He asked for gunpowder, in order to sell it against good Fantyn kakeraas.

lst November 1709: Reccived a letter from commies Morré, dd. Cormantyn, 30th
October, informing us that the Fantynse rare very divided amongst themselves
about how to distribute the gold which they have received from the Ackaniste

in order to begin their war against Cabes Terra ...

8th Wovember 1709: received a letter from oppercommies Haringh, dd. Accra,
27th October, informing us that he had already traded 21 marks, but that

the Akimse, who had provided (him with) this boon, had left for their country,
after having learnt that the Assjantynse were really at war with them, which
would also be the reason why not many slaves and tusks were being brought
down. Also, that he had the intention to send one of his whitemen to Lampi
in order to open the trade there, but that the King of Acuamboe had dissuaded
him to do\so, because his merchandise might run the risk of being robbed, as

he (the /kwamuhene) was at war with the Aquahoeze.

9th November 1709: from d?, 5th November: «s. that he has already purchased
BOO At tle boxes of salt, but that they will have to be coliliccted a littile
to the leeward of Craa. That he had sent with the yacht going to Fida 19

male and 7 female slaves, and that he had again 8 men and 5 women in stock.

lO0thclovember 1709: Received from commies d'Outreleau a letter dd. 5th Nov-
ember, Bercoe ... that the King of Aquamboe was said to have the intention of
making war on the Agonnase, and that he has threatened to attack our fort,
which is at present in a desolate condition, two of its batteries having
collgpsed during the last rains, for which reason he (=?) requested for a
quantity of ammunition and 4 soldiers. ile trust that these are just rumours,

as we don't have any dispute with the King of Aquamboe.

19th November 1709: received from commies Haringh, dd. Accra, 1l2th November:

+

20. that he had sent one of his whitemen to Ponnie in order to trade and in
order to attract the other Lampi lNegroes to that place with some tradegoods,
to which the King of Aquamboe had agreed, but the latter did not permit that

any arms or ammunition be brought thither .

27th November 1709: received a letter, originally in French, from Sir Dalby,
dd. Cabo Corse, 15th October. .... some traders arrived here, who said that
they had taken the road to iiina, because they had met the boys of Pieter Pasop

near the place where they make salt, who had told them to go to iiina to do

‘their trade, and when they objected, they have beaten our trading people very

badly ... Not long ago I had here some Assjantynse who told me that they had
encountered some of their people going from their country to that of the
‘tJufferse, who advised them not to talke the Fettu road, telling them that
they would be captured if they took that road in the country of Abramboe, ac-
cording to what they had been told at ifina; and it has indeed happened, that
some of these people were captured in order :to prevent them £rom goming to us

and to frustrate them so that they go to Mina. ¥.H. should excuse me if I use
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the same measures. Upon which we replied this evening ... Concerning the
Natives of the interior, I have always thought that our mediation and
exhortations towards union are preferable tbo Bpending a lot #m wars, as

has been done by several of our predecessors, and which has brought little
adgantage to our Dutch Company. The Company is a trading, and not a war-
making body, and therefore I could not see how it could be good to arm our-
selves in order to reduce the llegroes; and if we were to reduce any of them,
it would be the Fantynse, who nowadays have become rather too big, and there-
fore we are also of the opinion that it weuld have been better if the Saboe
state had never' been defeated(? 'ge-emporteerti’) by them. The war which all
the states -and among them the Fantynse are the most powerful- are now prep-
aring against those of Cabes Terra, is in our opinion quite justifiable,
as the Cabes Terrase have virtually invited such action, because there has
never been a state which has so much thwarted the trade everywhere. Person-
ally I weuld however hot like to involve myself in this matter, and if Y.H.
were of the same opinion, I am confident, that it would not take long before
they are defeated and the trade from that side, prinegipally that of the
Akanists, will revive. It may also please you to know that we learnt,by a
sidewind, that the Cabes Terrase would be happy to accept our mediation,
but as each state seems in motion in order to defeat it, we have declined
guch proposals, as we could not see how this gould agree with our commercial
interests.
same date (27/11): Te-day our servants returned from the Akkanists® country,
in the company of a group of Negroes of that nationality, rakher in order to
suryey the situation than to buy tradegoods, but they reported that the
presents which had lately been sent to the principal pepsonalities had pleas-
ed them. They added that before long they would come to trade in large num-
be#s, but that for the time being they were still engaged in a war against
thpose of Cabes Terra.
Received also a note from commies Butler at /Ancober, accompanying the balance
from the factory Ancober, informing us that he had made sales up to a total
of 1k marks.

29th November 1709: Received a letter from Engelgraaff, dd. Fida, 8th Nov-
ember: in which he describes the poor condition of the trade there ... and
how he has constantly to trade in competiticon with some 12 to 14 other ships.
he furthermore wrote: In the neutrality treaty it is clearly stipulated,
that from these roads no ships may depart at the same time as those of such
Nation with which the Nation of the first mentioned ships is at war, but
rather that their departure should be delayed for 24 hours. This was not
done by the French Capt. Thomas, who left 14 hours after the departure of

our yacht "Axim''. As the French were unwilling to give me that guarantee,

I deliberated with the Inglish Merchant héw we could in some way compell

the Frenchman to obey, knowing that we have the King, the Caboceers, the
Natives and other Wations on our éide, and also because Caboceer Auferri

of Popo (who had hegrd of our troubles) had offered to help us with armed

men in time of emergency, I resolved to send commies De Paauw, together
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with the lnglish second (in command) to Popo, in order ‘to make palaver!
with Aufferri on that subject (and to insist) that he should not come down
with his people before we had written, and that in the mean-time we would
Spread the rumour that he would come down with 6 or 700 men in order to
bring the French to thedr senses and see if this would not frighten the
Natives enough to make them compell the Freanch to give us satisfaction.

This proved to be as successful as intended, becouse when we tgld the Capt-
ains Carter and Lgou that we did not have the least differend with them, the
King or the Fidase, but rather with the French, and only asked their assist-
ance in preventing the French from ruining us ang this country (they seemed
to agree).lle also told them, that if the French would not be willing to
grant us the safe departure of our ships, &néd mentioned Thomas were to
capturc any of them, we.would_seek’ rcdress hére with ¥iolence. But by mid-
night & rcceived the fateful news that the "soetendael” had been taken by
mentioned Thomas a little to the windward of Great Popo, and this after-
noon &4 men of the mentioned boat arrived here, having escaped in a sloop.
This afternoon the boat was sent up to the roads here, and anchored between
two dther French ships. So far I haven't received a single sign from them,
but I have gone to lions. Derouguin in order to claim it from him. He said
howver that he had not yet heard from the boat either. The King and Carter
say that they will convinece the French, with or without viclence to release
the boat. UWith the Inglish Merchant I have made an agreement (as in such-
like cases I ass®t him too) that provisionally he will blockade the road to
the beach, so that neither goods nor slaves will travel either way and the
entire trade comes to a standstill, and if it is really necessary we shall
make use of Afferey's people, but in first instance Capt. Carter has request-

ed us net Yet %5 tny that...

NBKG 59¢ WIC- Letters from the Guinea Coast.
P.luyts to Ass. of Ten, Elmina, 25th Hoy 1707.

oo I have learnt that the English General is going to make a contract with

(0]

the Portuguese from Brazil allowing them to trade freely on this Coast, and
to provide them with Tida slaves, if they pay 3 £ per man and 40 Angels per
woman in excellent Brazilian gold. The Gencral has also sent one of his
Chief-llerchants, Mr. Blindey, to Bra-il: he is expected back soon.

On 26th February I received a letter from comuies Haringh, Accra, that the
English had corrupted a pagan Ba#l's priest (sici) to burn down Dutch Accra.
..» e have taken gome gold out of Portuguese ships, because we were inform-
ed by a Portuguese that IHis ilajesty of Portugal had sent a proclamation to
Braril in which H.l. forbids all his subjects there, on penalty of death, to
send any Brazilian minerals to this part of the world, ordering them to bring
them straight to Portugal.

Those people of Fida have become so rich of the trade which they have carried
on over the past years with all Buropean Hations, that they can just set our

lodge afire and leave the criminals who did it free, even going to the extent
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of accusing our servants. \le need therefore a good Oppercommies who is able
to take such things up with the King and his Grandees and who can decide
when to send the ships to Appa or to keep them at Fida, depending on the
political conditions in the arca.
Meanwhile, the King of I'ida has scent two messengers hither, who arrived on
15th November last year, and who came to grect us in the nage of their King
and his Grandeces. They asked us to persuade the King of Aquamboe to send a
big canoce to Fida in order to collect a big quantity (“party’) of gifts
which they have preparcd for him. !/ith these they hope to change the bad
ideas which that King has conceived about them, the Fidase, into a good
friendship. The King of Tida (thus) having sufficiently shown his weakness,
we decided not to let this chance slip by, and so we sent those ambassadors
in the comnpany of one of our own servants on 2%rd lNovember to Accra. They
found the King of Aquamboe near our fort, and we caused Pieter Pasop -who is
a brother-in-law of the King of Aguamboe- to convince him to treat the Fida
envoys a\bit roughly and to represent our interests to them. We also sent
two of our gervants with the Akwamboe and Fida envoys going to Fida, having
promised the Aquamboe envoy a recompensation if he represented our interest
to that King our interest by speaking to him in an unfriendly manner in the
name of his master ...
Whenever English ships from Jamaica or DBarbados arrive here, our slave trade

virtually comes to a halt; even if one paid 3 g per head, it would be diffic-
ult to get any.

WIC 41; Secret Ilinutes of the Resolutions of the Assembly of Directors,
meeting gx the Chamber Amsterdam.

12th November 1708; ... Examined this year's petitions for merchandise from
the Guinea Coast, and it was found, that among those goods required are
60,000 1bs cowries. As the required cowries should certainly be sent to
the Coast, and on top of that a certain quantity of cowries will be needed
for the Ardra slave ships, and as on the occasion of the expected auetion
of the East Indian Company they will to all appearances be sold at lower
prices than by private merchants, the members are unanimously of the opinion
that these cowries should be bought irom the last Indian Comp. But as the
Treasury of the Noble Comp. could at present not carry theiexpense of the
monies needed for the purchase of such cowries, the Illon. Members of the
Assembly were sounded out if they might be inclined to buy some cowries

on their own accognt for the Noble Conp, .. on which two gentlemen came

forward, and offered each to buy 25,000 1lbs ...

12th April 1709; ... Yesterday afternoon Pensionary Heynsius came to speak

about the introduction of slaves by this Comp. into the Spanish Indies, once
King Charles III will be established as lonarch of Spain. Ue had in that
connection'sdught the suppoft of the Ilon Pensionary, and as he promised us
sudh‘suppétt, it was resolved to go and thank him officially for his good
offices ... Those who were comnisgioned to 8pathat, reported that the Hon.

t



ons, Becan@e the mentioned Inglish Gompany woul& naﬁ be _
iamfa.‘r: out of the trade on that Coast... Upcm which it was

%ﬁat eaah gf them should give knowledge of this to their respect1ve Prin=-
pals with due secrecy.

16th April 1709;

lir. Borss Van Vaveren, delegate on behalf of the Assembly of Ten, reports
that he has had a ﬁeeting with Pensionary Heynsius, who has promised to
send instructions to the Dutch fLnvoy to the Spanish Court of H.lM. Charles
LEETL 5 It was resolved to request ilr. Borss Van Yaveren to go and greet
lir. Heynsius before his departure from The Hague, and to entertain mention=-

ed Mr. Heynsius once more on the subject of the free trade for the Company
with the Spanish in the Jest Indies ....
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