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some time later, when Mr. Freeman, the Wesleyan mission- 1850-1859 
ary, was Civil Commandant. CHAP. XXVI 

In 1855 Accra narrowly escaped a similar fate due to 
a like cause, and a Commissioner was sent in 1856 to 
enquire into and report upon the local state of affairs. 
He found that although the Accras were loyal enough 
in a general sense, yet they positively refused to pay 
the poll tax, and in 1857 a mob of the townspeople plun­
dered the French factory in James Town.' 

In 1857 the designation of the Gold Coast Corps was 
changed to "The Gold Coast Artillery Corps," and the 
colours of the uniform and facings were changed. A late 
Lieutenant of the Osmanli Horse Artillery was attached 
to the regiment for one year as Instructor of Artillery, 
and was then succeeded by a regimental Lieutenant as 
Instructor of Musketry. 

In 1858 Ologo Patu, the Chief of South Western Krobo, 
led a rebellion against the Government. This also owed 
its origin partly to the strong objection the people of the 
eastern districts had to paying the poll tax, and partly to 
a quarrel with Odonkor Azu, the Chief of Eastern Krobo, 
whom Patu attacked. The Gold Coast Corps, under 
Major Bird who was Acting Governor, was moved to 
Accra, and contingents having been raised in Accra, 
Eastern Krobo, Akwapim and Akwamu, the whole force 
was concentrated at Prampram early in September. On 
the 11th an advance was made, and on the 13th the army 
encamped near the Krobo Mountain, but the Akwapim 
contingent deserted the same night. On the 18th Captain 
Brownell led a small detachment and attempted to occupy 
a height overlooking Ologo Patu's town; but the enemy 
drove him back aud then attacked the British camp, but 
were repulsed with great difficulty after an engagement 
lasting two hours. 

Reinforcements were now sent for, and by the 19th of 
October a large force had been collected and a fresh advance 
was made. Nearly 15,000 men were now concentrated 
at Saddle Hill, about a mile and a half to the south of the 

1 Now Messrs. Swanzy's James Town Factory. 
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1850-185~ Krobo Mountain, and in the face of this overwhelming 
CHAP. XXVI force Ologo Patu surrendered. He and some of the other 

Chiefs were imprisoned as security for the payment of a 
fine of £10,000, which was imposed on the people, but barely 
half of this sum had been paid when they succeeded in 
making their escape, owing to the inexcusable carelessness 
of the officer in charge of them. 

In 1859 a serious riot took place between the Bentil 
and Intin Companies at Cape Coast. The Captains were 
prosecuted, and the Court ordered that every Company 
in the town should, within one month, send 'into the Castle 
all the flags they wished to use in future, when the Governor 
would substitute others for such as were objected to, and 
the colours and patterns of every approved flag would be 
registered in the Secretary's office, after which the use of 
any other would be severely punished. In the light of 
subsequent events, however, it would appear either that 
this order was never enforced, or that the registration of 
all lawful flags at this early date was soon forgotten. 



CHAPTER XXVII 

THE FIFTH ASHANTI WAR 

1860 TO 1864 

IN 1862 the Gold Coast , always subject to slight earth- 1860-1864 
quakes, was visited by one of exceptional severity. CHAP. 

Seventeen distinct shocks were felt during a period of six XXVII 

weeks, which culminated in one of special violence on 
the 10th of June, by which all the forts and buildings along 
the coast were more or less wrecked. At Accra , where the 
greatest amount of damage was done, Christiansborg Castle 
and the other forts were almost entirely destroyed, being 
rendered no longer habitable, and the prisoners confined 
there had to be removed lest the shattered walls should 
fall upon and crush them. Another notable earthquake 
had occurred in 1858. 

On the 3rd of October in the same year, a number of 
men of the Gold Coast Corps, whose lack of discipline had 
gained them an unenviable notoriety, broke into open 
mutiny and attempted to murder several of their officers, 
who are said to have gambled with the men's pay instead 
of putting it to its proper use .' The attempt fortunately 
proved unsuccessful and the mutineers fled to Napoleon . 
Two days later H.M.S. Wye called at Cape Coast, and on 
the 7th H.M.Ss . Brisk and Mullet landed fifty more suspected 
men, who had been sent up by Major de Ruvignes from 
Accra. The Europeans, fifteen in number, occupied 
the Castle, while the sergeant-major was sent out to treat 
with the mutineers, who had now entrenched themselves 
in their position at Napoleon: but they refused all the terms 

, Ellis, West African Islands, p. 178. 
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offered them . The public, however, showed them no 
sympathy, and in fact cordially hated them, so that by 
the 9th they were compelled by want of provisions to lay 
down their arms and were then sent for trial by General 
Court Martial to Sierra Leone. One of the ringleaders 
was shot,' and another, a private, sentenced to death 
and sent back to Cape Coast, where he was executed on 
the 13th of November. Two more were sent to penal 
servitude for life, and forty-eight received various sentences 
of imprisonment. Twenty-one marines under Lieutenant 
Ogle of the Royal Marine Artillery were then drafted into 
the Castle as a safeguard against any further outbreaks, 
and order was restored . 

Since the last threatened invasion by the Ashantis, 
a lthough the east ern districts had been in a disturbed 
state owing to the resistance offered by the people to the 
payment of the poll t ax, the remainder of the Protectorate 
had ' been unusually quiet. The various Chiefs were on 
good t erms one with another, their relations with Ashanti 
were perfectly fri endly, and the whole country was in a 
very prosperous condition. Trade had never been more 
flourishing: numbers of Ashantis arrived on the coast 
daily, bringing gold, ivory and other produce, which ' they 
exchanged for European goods; and now that the rebellion 
in the east had been put down by the Krobo war, the out­
look was exceptionally brilliant, and everyone .was con­
fidently looking forward to a time of general peace and 
prosperity. These hopes, however, were soon dashed to 
the ground by the occurrence of a fresh dispute with 
Ashanti, and the country was soon afterwards involved in 
'another war, which, as an example of blundering incom­
p etence and hesitancy, and a sequence of unfortunate 
mistakes, is unique in the history of the Gold Coast . 

The trouble originated as follows: Kwesi J anin,' a 
Captain and subject of the King of Ashanti, was alleged to 
have found certain (( rock gold" 3 ,which, by Ashanti law, 

1 T he bugler who sounded the" assembly" at Cape Coast, He was 
s hot at Tower Hill Barracks on the loth of November. 

2 Djanin or Gainie. a Nuggets. 
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should have been surrendered to the King, instead of 
which he had retained it for his own use. Some of the 
King's messengers happened to pass through his village 
soon afterwards, and his wife had given information against 
him, swearing the King's oath that the charges she made 
were true. J anin at once confirmed the oath, thereby 
appealing for the matter to be heard before the King's 
tribunal, and the messengers accordingly ordered the 
parties to accompany them to Kumasi to have the case 
settled. Janin, however, possibly because he was conscious 
of guilt, now began to make various excuses for delaying 
his departure, putting the messengers off first for eight 
days, then for ten, and last of all for fifteen; after which, 
as he still refused to proceed to Kumasi, the King's men 
felt convinced of his guilt, and returned to the capital and 
reported what had happened to the King. Further 
messengers were then sent to bring the parties before the 
Court; but J anin had anticipated this and fled into the 
Protectorate before they could reach his village, taking 
several of his people with him. About the same time, 
too, a slave boy who was returning to Kumasi with his 
master escaped and fled to Assin, whence he was sent 
down by the Chief to the Governor. 

Early in December 1862, messengers from the King 
arrived at the Castle to make a formal demand for the 
return of these fugitives. Amongst them was the bearer 
of the Golden Axe,1 showing that the matter was regarded 
as one of more than ordinary importance. An enquiry 
was held in the Castle Hall, at which the slave boy com­
plained that he had been ill-treated by his master, and that 
having sworn the King's oath that he would not return to 
Ashanti, he would certainly forfeit his head if he were sent 
back. J anin also protested that he was innocent of the 
-charge preferred against him, and asserted that it had been 
made solely because he was a rich man, and that the King 

1 This emblematic axe was thought much of by the Ashantis: it 
. was said to have been used as a weapon by one of their earliest Kings 
before the introduction of firearms, and was kept with and carried in 
-procession before the Golden Stool. 

1860-1864 
CHAP. 

XXVII 
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lseO-lS64 had invented this excuse to ruin him and confiscate his 
CHAP. property . 
XXVII Governor Pine was fully alive to the difficulties of the 

position, and in his despatch to the Secretary of State 
on the roth of December 1862, wrote: "The refuge 
afforded to runaway slaves and pawns under the British 
flag has, during my long experience, proved the source 
of the greatest irritation and annoyance to native Kings 
and Chiefs, and the wound the most difficult for Her 
Majesty's representative to heal. ... Gladly would I try 
an experiment and send back these subje<;:ts to Ashantee, 
for if confidence were once created between this Govern­
ment and Ashantee, the greatest obstacle in the way of 
amicable relations between us would be removed; and 
if against the old man there were the slightest shadow of 
a prima-facie case of criminality, my course would be 
clear; but as it is, I dare not deliver him up, much less 
the runaway boy . Their blood would be upon my head; 
and yet I feel that I am estranging, if not exasperating, 
the most powerful King on this Coast, and upon whom, 
according to his ideas, I am committing a gross injustice." 
Consequently, although the messengers offered to swear 
the King's oath that if J anin were returned he would 
receive a fair trial and even if found guilty would not be 
injured, nor the slave boy's life forfeited, the Governor 
told them that he could not consent to deliver them unless 
he was furnished with definite evidence of their guilt, and 
the men then returned to Kumasi. 

Many people expected that war would be the immediate 
result of this refusal; but the King, following the custo­
mary policy of Ashanti, would not resort to hostilities 
until he had convinced himself that he could not gain 
his ends by diplomacy. On the 17th of February the 
messengers returned and were received in the Castle Hall 
on the following day. A letter was also sent by the King 
to the Dutch Governor at Elmina complaining of the 
treatment shown him by the English, but his offer to send 
one of his officers to Kumasi to mediate in the dispute 
was refused. At the meeting in the Castle, the chief 
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Ashanti envoy, Amankwa Akuma, delivered the King's 1860-1864 
message and a letter, and the treaties and documents CHAP. 

dealing with the relations between the Government and XXVII 

Ashanti were laid on the table and frequently referred 
to during the discussion. The history of the case was 
briefly told by Amankwa Akuma to show that J an in was 
charged with having broken the laws of his country, and 
his extradition for trial was then demanded on the ground 
that a treaty or agreement existed between the Govern-
ment and Ashanti that criminals should be mutually given 
up. The King wrote: "I think you to be my good friend, 
and always I believe you that I can get back any of my 
slaves who run away to you; but in poor George Mac-
lean's time I made agreement with him in certificate, the 
one in Cape Coast Castle, and another in my hand therein 
stated, that any Fantee person run up to me to deliver him 
and to bring him to Cape Coast. And if any slave of mine 
also run away to Cape Coast, you are to deliver him back 
also to me, as all the Governors that take charge of Cape 
Coast Castle did not move from this agreement, but always 
filled the rules of the said poor George Maclean, except 
your time has destroyed the agreement. ... But one of 
my slaves, named Quarquah, who was witness to the said 
agreement, and who was the bearer of the certificate for 
me, is absent in the town, and I have sent messenger after 
him; but when he comes I will let him come with the 
book, that you may see your guiltiness." 

The King, therefore, was either inventing a purely 
fictitious story of an agreement to suit his present purpose, 
or he genuinely believed that such an agreement existed 
and had several times been acted upon in the past. It is 
hardly likely that the former could be the true explanation; 
for the King would scarcely have based his claim on 
grounds that he knew or even suspected to be false, for 
he would have known that the copy of the treaty preserved 
at Cape Coast would at once be referred to and the deception 
exposed. It is far more probable, therefore, that these 
demands were made in perfect good faith. The allusions 
to Governor Maclean and Quarquah make it quite clear 
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1860-1864 that the treaty referred to was the Tripartite Treaty of 183 I, 
CHAP. in which the mark of II Quagua " appears on behalf of the 
XXVII King. It is true that there is no article dealing with the 

mutual surrender of criminals in this treaty; but this is 
the document in which the vague allusion is made to 
" the te,rms and conditions of peace already agreed to " 
as defining the manner in which all future disputes were 
to be settled. It must be remembered, too, that the King 
could not read the treaty for himself, and would be de­
pendent upon what he was told by " Quagua " and his 
other representatives, and if any further verbal or written 
agreement had been made at that time, they would 
probably have included its terms in their general account 
of the whole transaction, and thus have led the King to 
believe, and very probably themselves have believed, 
that such agreement was part of the actual treaty 
itself. 

Apart from all this, there is in fact evidence that some 
such agreement or understanding really did exist. Cruik­
shank, who wrote only ten years before these events 
took place, says: "Another difficulty which our Gold 
Coast Government has to contend against is the disposal 
of runaway slaves from Ashantee. It was stipulated in 
our treaties with the King that his fugitive subjects should 
be redelivered to him in the same way that Fantees 
flying into his dominions were to be restored to the 
Governor. This arrangement was necessary to 'prevent 
malefactors escaping punishment. But in many cases 
the runaway Ashantee seeks a refuge from the fate which 
is likely to overtake him at the murderous customs which 
are often taking place at Coomassie, and a natural re­
pugnance is, of course, felt about surrendering him .... 
Under these circumstances, the Governor is obliged to 
mediate as he best can, and refuses to deliver up the 
runaway, except upon condition of sufficient security 
being given that his life will be spared .... The security 
for their safety is simply , the King's great oath,' taken 
on his behalf by his messengers. There is no instance 
known of this oath given under such circumstances being 
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violated." I Cruikshank had spent eighteen years in the 1860-1864 
country, had been Judicial Assessor, and had also acted CHAP. 

as Governor, and had such an intimate knowledge of Gold XXVII 

Coast affairs, especially during the period of Maclean's 
administration, that it is ridiculous to suppose that he 
would have made such a statement as this unless some 
such agreement actually existed; nor is it likely that 
Maclean, who was so anxious and did so much to restore 
law and order and to ensure justice to all, would have 
omitted to make some such arrangement as this to prevent 
the escape of criminals. In fact, Maclean himself wrote 
in a letter dated the 16th of December 1837 to the Com-
mittee of Merchants in London: " I have seldom known 
any but criminals to seek the protection of the British 
flag, and even these I have very rarely delivered; having 
almost always made it matter of personal favour with 
the King that he should allow them to be redeemed for 
a sum of money. In no case whatever have I ever delivered 
up a fugitive without receiving undoubted security for 
his personal safety; I almost always, indeed, stipulate 
for the personal appearance before me of the party at 
stated periods. Moreover, no person is given up merely 
because he is the subject of a foreign Chief; it must be 
shown he has been guilty of some crime, or that there 
exists against him some just claim." 2 Maclean, therefore, 
had given up criminals and others after their personal 
safety had been guaranteed, and the procedure described 
by Crui~shank is so exactly in accordance with the state-
ments made by the King in his letter that there can be 
no doubt that this claim was genuinely made, and if not 
made under any actual agreement was at any rate accord-
ing to established precedent. Colonel Nagtglas, too, who 
served for many years under the Dutch Government, and 
was Governor of their Possessions in 1869 and 1870, wrote 
in a letter dated February 1874: " There is an agreement 
in existence between the local British Government and 
the King of Ashanti, either oral or in writing, that on 

1 Cruikshank, vol. ii, p. 236-7. 
2 Report of Committee (1842), part ii, p. 144. 
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1860-1864 both sides runaway prisoners for cnme should be 
CHAP. delivered." 
XXVII Since writing the above, a despatch written by Governor 

Winniett to the Secretary of State on the 4th of June 
1850 has been found in one of the old letter-books at 
Christiansborg Castle, which settles this question beyond 
all doubt . He wrote: " I believe your Lordship is per­
fectly aware that since the close of the war with Ashantee 
an understanding has existed between the British Local 
Government and the King to the effect that all runaways 
from Kumassie are to be delivered back to the King upon 
application made by him to the Officer administering 
the Government." He went on to explain that this 
arrangement had at times given rise to serious doubts 
in his mind, but that considerations for the peace of the 
country had been sufficient to overcome his reluctance 
to adhere to it. In one case he had resisted such a demand 
in reference to a slave woman who had been ill-treated 
and run away, but the King had threatened to close the 
paths and cut off all communication with the coast, and 
he had been compelled to give in. 

Taking these independent statements in conjunction 
with the King's letter, it is evident that the claim now 
made by Kwaku Dua was one that he was perfectly entitled 
to make, and was in fact made in accordance with an 
agreement or compact of some kind that actually . existed 
and had been repeatedly acted upon for many years. Nor 
can it be denied that the crime of which K wesi J anin 
was accused was a serious one according to the laws of 
Ashanti. It is one of those specially mentioned by Bow­
dich. Ashanti was at this time an entirely independent 
kingdom and only bound to the British Government by 
treaty obligations; and although Mr. Pine was un­
doubtedly actuated in what he did solely by feelings of 
humanity, it is very questionable how far he was justified 
in the circumstances in refusing to comply with the 
King's request after his duly authorized messengers had 
offered to follow the usual precedent and take the King's 
oath that the lives of the refugees would be spared. So 
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far as the slave boy was concerned, there could be no 1860-1864 
reason for refusing to give him back after the messengers CHAP. 

had sworn that he would not be injured, except that he XXTU 

was a slave. But he was a slave in a country over which 
the Government had no control, and this, above all others, 
was a case in which Lord John Russell's ruling 1 applied. 
The futile attempts that had been made to bring European 
views on slavery into line with those of the African and 
to make them fit in with African conditions had, in fact, 
already cost the English their good name for absolute 
and impartial justice on the Coast itself. There is, more-
over, plenty of evidence to prove that these oaths were 
considered binding and were invariably respected . Cruik-
shank mentions a case in which some fugitives who were 
about to be handed over to the King's messengers after 
they had taken the usual oath requested that they might 
be required to « kiss the white man's book" also, which 
they, knowing the King's oath would not be violated, 
readily consented to do. The King, however, on hearing 
that he had been bound not only by his own but also by 
the white man's oath was so alarmed lest some accidental 
harm might befall the men, that he sent them back, pre-
ferring to lose them altogether rather than incur the risk 
of an unknown danger . 

In replying to the King's letter, Mr. Pine wrote: 
" I am willing to give up criminals, although there is no 
such agreement, but I do not consider Quasie Gainie a 
criminal until you prove him so." The question was 
doubtless a difficult one . Mr. Pine would naturally have 
found it hard to hand over a man who had claimed his 
protection, even though he might be the subject of an 
independent State and have no right to it, and yet on the 
other hand this agreement undoubtedly existed and had 
been made with the sole object of dealing with cases of 
this kind. On the whole, it seems probable that the 
Governor was mainly influenced by the fact that the 
offence with which J anin was charged, though a serious 
one in the eyes of the Ashantis and a breach of one of 

1 Vide p. 442 • 
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1860-1864 their oldest laws, was not a crime known to English law; 
CHAP. and this fact seems to have altogether blinded him to the 
XXVII view that Ashanti was an independent State over whose 

laws the English had no control whatever. The real 
question, then, would be whether this agreement provided 
for the extradition of all criminals, irrespective of the 
nature of their offences, or only for the surrender of those 
charged with certain classes of crime. There is the 
strongest .evidence that there was some such understand­
ing; and if this was so and only certain crimes, of which 
this was not one, were covered, it would surely have been 
admitted and the right of refusal in this case pointed out . 
If there was no extradition treaty the Governor could not 
be asked to give up fugitives except in accordance with 
the precedent that had undoubtedly been set; if there 
was, he could not refuse." 

The Governor's decision, however, was fully approved 
by the Secretary of State, who, in a despatch dated the 
4th of March 1863, laid down that" no law should authorize 
such delivery to the authorities of a country in which 
justice is not fairly administered, except in the case of 
heinous crimes clearly proved," though this direction was 
qualified by the statement that if it were necessary for 
the Chiefs to hand over fugitives for their own safety, 
such action should be carried out by the Chiefs themselves, 
but no British authority should be involved ' in their 
surrender except in cases where clear justice required it. 
Whether or not the present was a case in which clear justice 
required the surrender of J anin is a point upon which there 
is room for a diversity of opinion; but this extraordinary 
qualification of the general principle laid down shows that 
the Secretary of State felt no more sure of his ground than 
the Governor did. At any rate, seeing that the Chiefs 
were under British protection and amenable to Govern­
ment control, it is difficult to understand how they could 
have adopted the course here recommended and have 
handed over fugitives without the consent of the English 
being at least implied. The Secretary of State, however, 

1 He had a perfect right, however, to demand proofs. 
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knew nothing of the King's second message or of the alleged 
agreement and actual precedent in such cases, and asked 
" to be informed what is the actual practice with reference 
to persons taking refuge in the protected territories." 

Ellis, in his account of what happened at the meeting 
with the Ashanti envoy, says that" many of the merchants, 
with Commodore Wilmot, strongly supported the claim 
of the King, but the headmen of Cape Coast, who it was 
said had been bribed by Djanin, and others of the 
merchants, were against it. The Governor also was of 
opinion that the fugitives should not be surrendered, so, 
as a matter of course, the official members of the Council 
voted with him, and It was finally decided by a considerable 
majority to reject the King's demand." 1 . The Governor, 
in his despatch of the roth of March 1863, however, says, 
"it was the unanimous opinion of all present that my 
compliance with the King's request ... was impossible." 
In his evidence before the House of Commons Committee 
in 1865, when asked why he had not sent Janin away, he 
admitted that Governor Hill had established a precedent 
for such a course, and said: " I suggested it till I was tired, 
I begged them to let me send him away. The Palaver 
Hall contained a hundred and fifty natives deeply 
interested in it, and they protested, when threatened, to 
send him back by force (to Ashanti). I told him that it 
was his duty to obey his lawful King, I pointed out that 
he would not injure him, but simply judge him and do him 
justice." A little later he says, "The general sentiment 
of the meeting was the greatest horror at my even hesi­
tating to protect the man." 

In the face of these conflicting statements it is very 
difficult to decide what really did happen. Ellis evidently 
took his account from a letter written by Dr. Horton 
to Earl Granville, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
dated Cape Coast Castle, 12th November 1869, in which 
the following passage occurs; "The case of the King of 
Ashantee was set forth in a speech by his war-axe bearer, 
which was remarkable for its fluency, rhetorical power 

1 Ellis, History ot the Gold Coast, p. 226. 

1860-186-4, 
CHAP. 

XXVII 
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1860-1864 and argumentative clearness. There was a division 
CHAP. amongst the members . Many of the merchants, with 
XXVII Commodore Wilmot, strongly urged the claim of the King 

of Ashantee, and recommended that Gamin should be 
delivered up; whilst the Chiefs of Cape Coast, who had 
been bribed by Gamin and some of the merchants, were 
of a contrary opinion. Commodore Wilmot endeavoured 
to influence them, by showing them how prosperous the 
country then was and the evils of war, and clearly pointed 
out that, if they went to war with Ashantee, it would take 
fifty years to bring the country back to its then condition; 
but, quat homines tot sententiCE, the voice of the multitude 
prevailed, and Gamin was quietly allowed to remain in 
the Protectorate ." I Dr. Horton was almost certainly 
present at the various meetings, and was writing from his 
own knowledge of what took place; but this letter, which 
is a summary of events written some years later, does 
not go into the details of the several palavers. This is 
evident; because Commodore Wilmot did not arrive on 
the Coast until the 29th of March, and cannot therefore 
have been present at this first meeting. The Governor 
really seems to have been very doubtful what to do, and 
to have hesitated and changed his mind more than once, 
finally giving way to the clamour of the people. 

On the arrival of Amankwa Akuma in Kumasi with the 
Governor's second message of refusal, a meeting ' of the 
Council was held, at which it was unanimously decided 
that such an insult and disregard of obligations could only 
be avenged by war . It is not known whether Kwaku 
Dua himself was inclined to hostilities or not. He was 
certainly the most pacific ruler who ever sat on the Ashanti 
Stool, but in any case he was bound to be overruled by his 
Chiefs. But although war was then and there decided 
upon, its actual commencement had to be postponed for 
a time, in order to enable the King to replenish his stock 
of powder and other necessaries. It was indeed commonly 
reported on the coast, when parties of Ashantis first began 
to cross the Pra, that the King himself knew nothing of 

1 Horton, Letters on the Gold Coast, pp. 54, 55. 
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their movements, but that they were led by Chiefs who 1860-1864 
had taken the King's oath that they would make war. CHAP. 

Others said that Kwaku Dua had been forced by his Chiefs xxvn 
to give a reluctant consent to the invasion, which was 
probably nearer the truth, for his throne would have been 
endangered had he persisted in a refusal, and neglect to 
enforce the surrender of J anin would have established a 
dangerous precedent and have led to the escape of other 
criminals. The greatest uncertainty, however, prevailed 
everywhere, and no one really knew what was happening 
or what might be expected next. 

The Governor's difficulties at this time were very great 
and by no means confined to the prospect of hostilities 
with Ashanti and the King's failure to reply to his last 
letter. Much ill-feeling existed between the Dutch and 
English Accras, and the Governor arrived there only just 
in time to prevent an open rupture . The men of the Gold 
Coast Corps, too, were in a state of open mutiny, due partly 
to the scarcity of officers, but principally to the discontent 
caused by their being paid only sevenpence I a day 
without rations, while the men of the West India Regiment, 
who . were serving on the Coast and performed similar 
duties, received a shilling a day and rations . The people 
of the Protectorate, too, were in a most excited state, and 
knowing very well that war was imminent and that the 
Ashantis were busily engaged in purchasing arms and 
ammunition at Elmina and conveying them to Kumasi, 
seized all the Ashantis they found passing through their 
country and put them" in log." 2 Amongst them was 
" Quarquah," who was on his way to Cape Coast to give 
his version of what had occurred when the treaty was 
signed in 183 I, and though the Governor gave orders for 
the immediate release of all these prisoners on the ground 
that war had not yet been declared, it does not appear that 
he ever reached Cape Coast. The Fantis can hardly be 
blamed for taking what they felt were wise precautions; 
but these seizures of Ashantis by the protected tribes 
while the two countries were nominally at peace, for 

1 ? Eightpence. 

1- 33 
2 Vide p. 338. 
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1860-1864 which no compensation was made on their release, gave 
CHAP. the King a further excuse for war. In addition to all these 
XXVII troubles , the Governor was left \'lithout any European 

civilian to assist him, and had to rely upon such help as 
the naval and military officers could give him, while they 
themselves were preparing to take the field and were already 
fully occupied with their own duties. 

Nearly all the troops were at this time stationed in 
Accra, Prampram, Pong and other places in the eastern 
district, where they had been sent to enforce payment of 
the fine imposed on the Krobos for their recent rebellion . 
The Governor therefore visited Accra, collected every 
available man and returned. with them to Cape Coast on 
board the Adventure early in April. She had left Lagos 
with an officer and a hundred men of the 2nd West India 
R egiment , who had just been relieved and were returning 
to the West Indies; but in view of the threatening state 
of affairs, they, t oo, were disembarked and detained at 
Cape Coast to r einforce the garrison. 

Rumours were now current of the presence of marauding 
bands of Ashantis in the northern districts, and four heads 
were sent to Cape Coast, Anamabo, Winneba and Accra 
which had been t aken by the allies from Ashantis whom 
they had caught pillaging their farms. Supplies of arms 
and ammunition were then issued to the allied Chiefs for 
their protection , but they were strictly enjoined to commit 
no hostile act except in case of absolute necessity. No 
actual declaration of war had yet been made, and it was 
therefore decided, a t a meeting held in the Castle on the 
30th of March, to send a messenger to the King to ask what 
his intentions really were and whether these incursions 
of his people had b een made with his approval. Prince 
Ansa, having volunteered his services , was sent up on this. 
mlSSlOn. A fortnight later it was arranged that Major 
Cochrane should at once take the field and form an en­
trenched camp some thirty miles from the coast in order 
to be in a better position to observe the enemy's move­
m ents, to give confidence to the allies, and provide a nucleus 
around which their forces might rally . He left Cape Coast 
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for this purpose on the 17th of April and reached Mankesim 1860-1864 
two days later. CHAP. 

The regular forces on the Coast did not exceed four XXVII 

hundred men, all of whom were urgently needed by Major 
Cochrane. Guns and men were therefore landed from the 
warships for the protection of Cape Coast: 128 officers 
and men from the Rattlesnake occupied the Castle, Fort 
William and Barnes' house on Prospect Hill, and raised 
an entrenched redoubt named Fort Frederick on Connor's 
Hill, while thirteen men were landed from the Ranger to 
garrison Fort Victoria. Provisions for six weeks were 
landed and stored in the Castle and Anamabo and Dixcove 
Forts, the gates and buildings were repaired, and four 
additional guns sent to Dixcove . Two large camps were 
formed by the allies; the Gomoas and Agunas occupying 
Essikuma, while the Denkeras, Abras, Assins, and the 
detachments from Cape Coast and Anamabo established 
themselves at Mansu. Messrs. G. Blankson, Hughes, 
W. E. Davidson, W. Finlason, S. C. Brew and Robert 
Hutchison all raised small contingents from their own 
families and retainers and joined the army in the field. 

In the meantime the Ashantis had completed their 
preparations, and their army crossed the Pra and invaded 
the Protectorate in three divisions. The first, numbering 
about 2,000 men, entered Wassaw with orders to hold the 
Denkeras and Wassaws in check, but to avoid any general 
engagement if possible; the second, 8,000 strong and hav­
ing similar orders, advanced from Prasu and followed the 
main road through the very centre of the Protectorate; 
while the main body, under Awusu Kokor, a relative of 
the King, crossed the river a little later and entered Akim . 
This force advanced rapidly through Western Akim with­
out meeting with any opposition until it reached Essikuma, 
where it suddenly fell on the allied camp and, after a 
stubborn resistance lasting six hours, in which many fell 
on either side, the allies were completely routed. 

Hearing that Anamabo was threatened, Major Cochrane 
marched the whole of his force there at the end of April; 
but after waiting three days without seeing any sign of 



5[6 THE FIFTH ASHANTI WAR 

1860-1864 the threatened attack, returned once more to his camp 
CHAP . at Mankesim. On the 7th of May he moved through 
XXVII Denkera to Bobikuma, where a number of the allies had 

collected after the battle of Essikuma. The Ashantis 
were still encamped at the latter place, which lay about 
fourteen miles to the north-west of Bobikuma. Anything 
more disgraceful and incompetent than the subsequent 
conduct of Major Cochrane can hardly be imagined. 
(( On the I oth of May the Ashantis advanced to within 
a quarter of a mile of the camp of the allies, and a slight 
skirmish took place between them and the native scouts, 
in which several of the latter were killed. A general 
engagement was now confidently expected for the next 
day, and there was a reasonable prospect of victory, as 
the native contingent at Bobikuma numbered nearly 
20,000 men; but to the astonishment and indignation 
of the entire force, both regular and native, Major Cochrane 
issued orders for the whole of the former and the greater 
portion of the latter to retire to the village of Adijuma ; 
and this retrograde movement was carried out on the 
day following, while the gallant commander himself pro­
ceeded to the sea-coast town of Mumford. On the 12th 
of May the remnant of the native contingent left at 
Bobikuma was attacked in force by the Ashantis at two 
o'clock in the afternoon, and by five o'clock the allied 
natives were completely routed, losing very ,heavily, 
The town of Bobikuma was destroyed, and had Awusu 
Kokkor pushed on to Adijuma the disorganised force 
there waiting, without orders and without a commander, 
would no doubt have been swept away before him. Fortu­
nately, however, he did not follow up his success, but 
after destroying upwards of thirty towns and villages in 
the neighbourhood, retired unmolested on the 24th of May 
to Akim Swaidru, a town on the southern frontier of 
Ashanti-Akim, and close to the River Birrim, the eastern 
tributary of the Prah." I 

The small portion of the allied force who were thus 
deserted at Bobikuma and left at the mercy of the enemy 

1 Ellis, History of the Gold Coast, pp. 228-9. 


