










































































































,.,lIana to II.IRC unconcbtionally OD cooperabon In the hid to pursue theu common 

posa.cold WIT mtemabonaJ system IS Wltnessln, the prohreration or Is.sues that need 

ob&Ianenuon.T'beseloclude: tbeeuc:ert.tionorpoverty,tbesprcadorlnfccuousdJsea.ses. 

ICIcsprad and economiC instability. tefToosm. ethruc and rc:liIJOUS cIvil 

In, the ute or fOfU agamst SCI1CS. the proliferation of Weapons of Mass 

!'SbUChon (WMD), envtronmental degradation and the: ose of non-state actors. In the midll 

aU these developments., SIaIcs generally hold In rughesteem. an mternatJonal UlStitutlon 

e the Umted Nations as a p&.d"orm fOf Irncmaae cooperation leadinl to the productJon of 

bhc eoods The nature and needs of the system both dtum home the relevance and 

alleq.es of I.bc Theory of Hegemonic Sl8hlhty 

}us rcpon. Damel J. WJulerleCk". (Center for Naval AnalYKI. the U.S Navy) outlined six 

ecbOns of the evolving lJltem.aIlOnaJ S)·Stc1Tl . Fuu. gJob.llutlon WIll 1M urtemauonaJ 

If'IomlC interactions aDd imematlOnaJ secunty into the hands of supranatIOnal 

:arusabOIU Second, me $OVertlgn powerofnmon..statcs WIll decreasc whilst thc: power of 

emaoooaJ orprusIbOnJ Incn:ues lbird. demo(:racy Will spread throUlJwut the world 

wth. MhCWHCalcs Will lOK' the palm" to control the dlfJUllon of lechnoiosy. Fifth. the 

nuWKlC of Amencan culture will be • great IOIIfOe of powtt for the U.S iD Cbe wortd 

It teal and eooaomlC sY'terrls. And "-Ily. Amen<:an mi.htary power will remain supenor 10 

:cYCllboftbeCoki W.delc;nbcacompetruYe internatIOnal whilst the Hobbman 

10ft of _ inlemabooall)'*m WIthout a IevWban portrIi)'\ a chaooc ORe. looklRg at the 

_ollle_poIJ-.«<JOOI!lICand5OCWsyltem •. lhepost-CoJdWar 



1Cmabon&I 5yRcm IS most hkely to be charactemcd b) cooperation rather thin competition 

6 rHl: REL[VA~CE OF rH}: THEORY OF IlEGEMOSIC STABILITY IN 

mE POST-COLD WAR ERA 

6.1 SYllelJlicStibility 

te pnnwy need for hegemony lS undoubtedly the producllon of pubhc aoodJ. Kindleberger 

,mlCd to the pubhc good of stability &S the reason (or hegemony He called for a ca~le 

d WlIIIll& $We WIth IUpCIlOr power R:SOW'CCS to asswne the role of a stablhzc:r of the 

:emauonaJ ,ySlCm Statnhty II thus an Inwspensable pubhc good dtnved from hescmony 

cre6N'e. If hegemony 11 UMb!e to produce publte goods in general and cconomtCIpoliuc:a1 

.behly aD pwtIcular, then 11$ relevance comes Into qUCShon. The post-Cokl W., system 

:cis both ~ and poIibcal IDtMlity The nume10US Slhwbons of politlc:aJ and 

)norrut IZllCab1l1ty in sub-Sahann Africa are In din: need of Itegemonu; mterventlon 

,,2 Aurdty 

C posI-CoId Was Intcmanona.l sysletn IScomposodofbothstatesandnon-stateactors. ln 

eyes of fQlism and the Theory of Hegr:momc SLab,hty, <;tates are the most Important 

Oft oCtbt ImematlonaJ S)stcm. AdditIOnally. dJtferences extSl iD their power. TbaIIS to 

. powa 11 hlC1Vth.JcaJ. buI aulbonty In the: Intcmatlonail)'llCal" not. All states are 

CfClgn and equal They have the ngbt to PIUSUC their MtionaJ Interests mdependcnlly 

how:rq;ardloanyh.J&herauthonty For Instanoe. tbe power capability of France may be 

enOl to thai ofToeo. bur the authority 'Melded by both Stales" AC10rs In 1he IJUemallonal 

IcmLSequaJ 

stales pque tbetr nauonaJ (pnvatc) Interests. thtrc IS I constant struggle In the 

~1)'temoverlunJtcd~"'5UIV1\'CaadOounsh. Dttoniertheapm-ai1J 



:r onkr and I(;(;()mmodIbon A situluon of imlabtlity emerges: and the need for 8 

JItIIlOIUC power. SO unpose order anses. In the: syseem. The hqemonic p:rwer produces 

>lic.,odsfortbem..-uall-<ne(ltofthesySltm 

: posI-Cold War sys&cmlc on.1er IS anarduc In nature States continue to strug.Ie WIth each 

et (or acconunodaDon to pursue their national mtcft'StS. Cross-border clashes between 

meroon and NIBCf1& 0¥Cf ~l-nch Bakassl perunsular points to the p~eDCe ofanartby in 

poII-CoW w. I}'*rmC order Though. dipklmacy and other dispute settlement 

chanasm t.ve been employed. che dispute doa DOl teem 10 be resolved Oocasionally, 

re are border skImushes be1ween the two st..te5. It would not be a dJrncull dung (or a 

~emon to use lIS supenor power to JM. the matter to rest pmnllOel'ltly. II .ctu&lIy lies Within 

hegemon'. riJbt to either use coercion or cbptomacy supported by lIS preponderant power 

lfoducepcaceandStablllfylDtheS)'stem 

.J Rqime Cralion 

;enelever et ai" Opined thai relPmes art: (or iIrYolve) pubhc .,ods. The donurwlI power 

ICI' supplies them uRllateraJly or (aclht..tes their creation When the Intc:rests of states 

vaac in aD ,~ rules are made to facilitate cooper&bon and to produce public 

ds. lnlcmabonaJ rqllnes an: otMoiWy IR the UJ1crest of all states. Both classtca1 reahsu 

no>reaJlSts ac::cept the maportaDOe ofbqJaluly in tbecrcal1onofuatemallonal reallDCS.lO 

.. realists bchae thII. Wllhoul hegemony. pubhc: pds. mcludlna fCgemcs will be 

post-Cold War tntcmabonal system. bas toeD the prohfendl('In of itlUClo. Issue-areas as 

3riam. mv/AIDS. CDICCI'b.uftJ poveny trends, .:I CIvil wan, amongst otben, need 

tal attcntioa. 1lIcaabon O(ln&.em1Ibonal rtgIlnCS In att:as.taere the Interests ofJtales 

>Cfl!< .. dlouretyfo<ib .... '_Coopna1>OOandfioallyproducepubhc sood> 



.6.4 S.blidisi.g Public Goods Prod~ 

y ranonaJ cakulabon. tbe begcmoruc power finds it Ira Its pnvate inlCrest to produce some 

f tbt publiC .... wrthout sharma COS! Wlth the sys1em. In sueh a system. the benevolent 

ader. fcw Insunc:e, supponstbeproVlSion ofpubllC goods Small stale1explolt thr leader's 

.,.txhty md I~ 10 provlde public goods. Thus, public aoods lIe acceued by staleS 

Spectally smaJlones)", lower cost 

be poIIoCoId War Int.erDlbOOa1 S)·sum surdy. needs such • faclhty. There has been an 

crease In conthcts arouad the world.. SU'ICe the end of the Cold War!) If the cost of 

·odueiDc pohbCal SClbtl.cy 1ft Africa, the Middle East and Latin Amenea could be SUbSidised 

I a hqanOnlC powt:f, Ibea LOCs could afford 10 Invest their scanty rcs<>urces in other IUUS 

' nabonaJ InlC~. The dechne of conflicts mthe South .... -ould translate intosysten'llc 

wlhty, peac:e, more mvestments, betterretums and prospent) 

b." ProdadDe Other Pablic Good. 

le nea1foralotofpubhc goods In lhe posi-Coid WuinlemabonaJ system pra.n.lyjustifies 

e conbnued relevance of the Theory of HeaemoRic Stability Charles KmdJeberse,ll called 

t a beacmoruc state: to proVide an open market for d1stressed aoods.. lon& tenn lendina. 

tCOUDI faahbes for stales In c:nsis; but publlc!ood:s needed In the: POSl-CokJ Wu 

(ema1JonaJ system. SO beyond these They lDcIude Rep1ahon of Multinational Corporations 

fNCs), 1ntentab<NW.1 Meteorolopeal Cootdinmon., EnVironmental Protection. Aid to Less 

!\/'eloped Coumnes (LOCs). Fisbcria Conscn .. auon and many 1DI:n. 51ftly • • hegemoruc 

.... "bcuaploced .. _ .... __ .. produ<cpubhcgoods In die: 

sencc of hqnnony. coopcnbOn amons nltlOllS bococnes scarce. A typQ) exampte I' tile 

1111* oftbe 1999 WTO ~ meeting In Seattle. where toopc:rabon ~11.dcd the North 

II SouIb COUDInes 0\'Cf IgJ"lcuJturaJ bamen and Inttdumptna leps1abon J I 

_I 



S.Midiliag reblic Goods ProductioD 

y rlbonaJc.tkUilabc:Ja.thchegcmorue power IiDdsltillilbprtva1e mlUCSttoproduc:e50me 

f the pwhe good5 wrthout shan.n& cost wnh the system. III s~ • sysIem. the benevolent 

ader, for uutance, supports the provision ofpubhc goods. Small Slates explOit the leader's 

Ipabllityandl~lOprovidepubhcgoods.Thu:s. pubhcgoodsareacoestedbystates 

'SpCCwly small ones) at a lower cost 

he poIt-Coid W. Int.c:mIIIOCI&I system surely. nc:cds such a faahty. There has been IUl 

crease In conlbcts arouad ebe world., Since tile eod of the Cold War ll If the cost of 

lXIUClngpolibC81stabdity In Afnca,theMtddleEaslandL..atin AmericacouJd be SUbSidised 

I a hegemOniC power. tbea LOCs could .fford to inVest their scanty resources m other areas 

nauonaJ nllerest The decline of conflicts In the South would translate 1010 systemIc 

ablhty, ~. more mvestments, bener mWllS and prospenty 

6.4 Prodaclag on~r Public Good. 

lCnecdror.locofpJblic:aoocbLnthepost-ColdWltintematlonalJy5\em~yjustifies 

e contlnued relevance ofttle Theory of Hegemonic Stability Charles K.tndl~ called 

r a beaemonlc state (0 proVide an open market (or distressed goods, long tenn lendtng. 

scoUld (aohbC$ for states 10 cn5.lS; but ",*,"c: JOOdI needed In the post.cold War 

ICmotioooI ')'II<1II SO beyond Ihcse They iDchxlc R ....... oo or Mulu ..... oaaJ Corporo!, .... 

{NCs). lnkmIboaaI MeteoroJopc:al Coordinaboa. Environmental ProtccMn. Aid 10 Leu 

:...eloped Councnes (LDCs), Filltcric:a Comcn.abOrt lad many more Swdy •• hegemonic 

...... benerpia<:od .. _the_sytIanlOpn>d\upubll<goodt. lnlh. 

SCftCC 0( bqemony. coopcrabOn amonc -.oat bccomea sum: A typJcaJ example II the 

lIapK ofthc 1999 WTO mlNSII:f1aJ mccbna In ScanJe. where coop:rahon eluded the North 

d So\IdI~~ac:neWtwal bamersand antldumptna ~IP!l.J.ll{}n ; 1 
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THE CHALU:NGES Qt' TIlE mEORY OF IlEGE'I'IONIC STABILITY L'Ii 

mE POSY-COLD WAR ERA 

1.7.1 THlliM'of!'lio.-StateAdon 

Il1e _ by RuI .... and the TheoryofHegemoojc Stabil;1y !hal ......... the most 

mponaal KIOn III the io&emabonaJ system talses eyebrows In the pos1-Cold War era In the 

:nUDder~thepowercapabthtlesofbothsweactorsandnon-state.:tonhive 

:hangcd tremendously for inst.lDcc. the ecoDOQli,c power of • company IIke- International 

i~mess Mac:Junes CorponbOn (IBM) IS bigger ttwn the Gros.s National Product (GNP) of 

-JOf'W1I)I, Bc:lgnn 01' Greece EconomM:ally speaking, IBM IS more Important to Belgium 

han Burundi, • former BeJpan colony, z, 

~ • • lCnOnJtalllckb.kethlloftheSeptemberll.2001 . remfon::csthens'"8poWC'rof 

IOIHtllCac1Ors lfnon-st.aleIlCton(forlnstance, tetronsts)tanllltlCkastatc, tbenthc 

'onscquence of this on the Theory of Hqtmomc Stabtlity IS adverse. In rnponse to the 

\menca·led InvasIon of Iraq In 2003, Osama Bin I...&den (head of AI Quaeda·'lclTonst group) 

hrc:au:ncd that. "wt reserve the nahl to respond at the apprOpna1e tune and place ap1ns1 all 

he countnC$ partJci.-nna: In this UDjust war, partICularly Britain. Spain, Australia. Poland, 

apan &lid Italy. The Isl"nut oounZria who pu1ie1pmc Will not be eumpt .••. n The me In the 

IOwcr of non--slllclllCton lenously challcqcs the 1bcory of Heacmoruc Stabdll)' 1ft post_ 

:oldWtrcn 

'harlotte Goplad argues that there hal been the WUVcna)ISlDon 01 Wenem liberal 

emocracy _ the fiI.J fonD of human govemment.» If this 11 true, then the ugumenl by 

la.wcaI rcahe for the WllMenJ SeedeBtup of !be m\crnahonal system by • domInant stale 

nUbcllillcdby&loboldcmocrocy 



ultilllc:rahsm II a core element of UN procedures. And the' UN is abo ID essenbal part of 

e poa-CoJd War world IP the sense that It supports the stability oCtile lmematioaal sys&em 

... UIIiI.lteraJl~m (except for scIC-dc:fence-upcrwns In artu:x 51 oflhe UN ChItIer) has 

, pLace m the UN system for puBWng International peace and secunty. The post.cold War 

lrld ha rather !Cell much OfumlllerallSln. and tJus tw erealCd more unecrtamly. 

7.3 Wa,...of~Deslntdiotl 

Ie prolifamoo of nuckar weapons In the post-Cold Wu era .s a maner of areaf concc:m In 

: Cold War years., both superpowers realised thac If nuckar war en!lucd. there would be no 

:1«. Ratber. mun.l daIrucbon was assured. Uniled Stales President Ronald Reagan 

:pea.tcdly asserted thai a nuclear war can not be won and must never be fought".!l 

:Tularly, SoVlC'l leader Mddwl Gorbachev wd that ... there is lack of prOportJOnaJl1y io 

clear war'" and thai "lhc:destrucbon would far OUtweIgh any conceIVable pollbCal loal.,>ll 

'gardlas of I:be position of Ihese superpowers. some states In the posi-Cold War era are 

!oSlonale about possesslr\8 ehcuucal, blOloilcaJ, and nuclear weapons. North Korea 1$ • 

'tical example of a state tlw is passionate about pur!ulng nuclear v.capon!o pW~:Tammc 

chaps nuclear~J:USlonatc stales take inspmJoa from the imprcs!olon thlll ChJna won • seat 

the UN Secunty Councd bccaux of her nuclear propam.n The dcvelopmenl of wmnlng 

hIoCalODd_~ .. thesy-.tIuouabthepunuitofnuclearprognunmcsis 

IMOOus for systemic: liability and severely damages the relevance of the Theory of 

gernorue SlIbthry 10 lbe en under ccmsiderabon. MIlitary superionty IS a key fac10r of 

!>~monIC POWf:'. ADd in • system where several staleI (including small and weak ones) 

~c acces.s to DUdcu weapons, It becomes clear that hqemony IS chalknfed,. 



In 200< • • UN _ COl .... -. <balIcnFs and changes I. die world oudillcd poverty • 

• nfCCbOUS dJlCUeS and ClMronmentaJ degradation among others U ISSUes thet negallvely 

affecttbr.tccuntyoftbewor1d..110 

The UN Sccm.uy~ 1ft the: same doc:wnent POinted out thai: poverty and infcctlOU5 

ducuts threa&en h~ life ad provide a fettde btecdina--I"ound for other threats Includmg 

ClW wan to emerse II The World Bank revealed that 116 of the world', people produce 78% 

oftbc world', Income. Their avaqe wage per day IS $70 AgIln. l IS of the world's people 

ate i. 61 poorest countnes rccc:1\-In8' 6 .... of the world's Income! (or an average wage of S2 

dally) I! The r.te of dJsease lR(eeoon. mc1udina HIV/AIDS, has reached astronomIcal levels 

10 the post-Cold W.,. era Tbcsc together With conflict SituatIons abound In countries of the 

SouthcspecaaJtymAfnca. 

Hegemony. In. S)"lem chanctensed by such threats. LS hkdy to e.xptneDOe dJffic:uJtlCs. A 

coertlvek:adermsutbasyncm WlU (orceltalestocontnbutetowardslhcprovtSlOflofpubtJc 

i!oods Coercion in dus reprd is lIkely to meet resistance (rom state! 5uffmns &om 

economlC and 50ca.1 tbn:aIs. Such swes will !DOlt likely paul\le the hqemoruc order u 

,lIcgnullate and b\l'tll'll IDd WIll seek 10 undcnnute .1. 'The: post-Cokl War internatIOnal 

system IS cbalknpS widt • widcruna pp between Lbc nch North and the poor South. There 

U.lsts lhc: pcrc:qJUoa tbII the Nonb is expIoitillve of tile South and some etements of the 

In tht post..cold War years then: bas been an upIWJIe in abe incIdence of')'ber cnme 

:Intanclldllld m ... ). m-n traffickmc. dN, tnffic::kmg and money I.undrnng amon, 

othc:n Thea Ir--.J mma _ contmlned by nationals of boIb nc.b _ PJOT states. 

'7 



3.7.4 ~i(.ndSociaITbrub 

In 2004 • • UN """" ... 1Iu<aIs. cbaUcngesandcJ>an&es on doe wo<tdOUllioed poYOf1y. 

mfeaious cbsean and envuonmental degrad8tion among othen; as ISSUes that nepbvely 

The UN Semwy..(icncnl In the same document POinted oUi thar poverty and infectious 

di.teeta; ~ hurMn we and pro\,de. fertile bceo:1m&·ground for other t.hrea!s u\eludlng 

CIVIl wan to cmu8C.H The WorkiBank reveaied that 1/6 of the world's people produce 78~. 

of the world's Intorne. Tbeir 8YCfqC wage pet day IS $70 Aput, 3/5 of the world's people 

Ilrt: in 61 poorest cOt.dries ra:aVlna 6% of me world's lIK:ome (or an .... erage wage of $2 

dl.lly) 11 The ,.te of disease irdectiorl, inc1udina mV/AIDS, has reached astronomical levels 

In thepost<.Dld War era T'besetogetherWlthconfhctsltu&bons aboWld tn coWlbies of the 

SouthespectallytnAfnu.. 

lIe~ony. La a S~~lcm c.baRl;:::&msed by such lhreats. IS hkdy to expenence dlffw;uJues A 

:oen:IYClcaderlnsucblS)'SlemWlII force states to contnbutc: towardl thc proVlSlonofpubhc: 

pxls Coerc:lon In th:ts reprd is hkely to meet rtSlJtanu from S1atC:s suffenna from 

:cononuc and sotlll threats. Such swes wtll moll likely pen:cIYC the hqemoruc order IS 

lIC:il tunaIc and hwtltl@ and wdJ lOCk 10 undc:mune It. The: post-Cokl War In1IemItional 

,ystem IS dllllenpd wtth • Wldeninc gap betwr::cn the nch North and the poor South. There 

!IUsts tht pm;:c:pOoa .... the North is ex~OIla1l\e of the South and some elements of the 

:iouth rC'..cnl the posC-CoId War SyslCITIlC order 

n the poa-Cokf War lean tbcre bas been an upaUlgc In the ,"clCk-nee of qber come 

IIltC:mtt rttar.cd CI'UDCI), tua.an traftkk.ma,. dNa tnfficklng and money laundmng amort, 
Ithtn. Thc:tc ~ CJlrnes are commlned by rwwnals of bacb neb anJ poor ~tes. 

'7 _I 



::ybacrinlc. for msunce._ .... """"n: any physocal ~_ by human 

Xtnp as dnIg traffJd~lDl does. These crunes aR carefully thought out., plamcd O\:er .. period 

)f time and cxeculed by well tnmed people. Wltb pW skIll and accuracy He,emony In the 

.. can undn consukrabon would have to contend not only wnh states an • S)l5tcID but also 

wrth bnlhant IndJV1dua1s aod groups and demonstrate sUpc110f power 1ft tbc.ir rapecUve 

AIIGI ,It' IS mR A.~D AGAI~S1 AMERICAS HEGEMONY 

co; THE POST-COLD WAR ERA. 

franc .. Fukuyama'sU thoughls on the Mend of hlstof)·" relate well WIth the: Gramsc:lan notion 

of hqemooy, where uIeolo&Y as central to the asseruon of hegemony He uped thlt the 

post-Cold W., era mark!l the end of all Ideolo&1cai struggles wuh liberalism. Be it with 

Marxism. Cocnmlftlllt, NIJ!ID or Fuclsn'l The demise of all other Ideoloile5 and the 

SUIV1vtJ ofllbeTabsm marb Amenc:ItI befemony He prediCts that the post.cold War era WIll 

be JlUSIOD*1y dnven by eCODonucs., concerns for the env'II'onmcnt and the solvina of 

tec:hrucal.problems 

G. John IkcnbctTy" .... ArDI:rQa ,-"y In the ~-Cold War era He ...... 1haI 

Amrnca domn ... es the world .. no .. ever bas. MIjor staleS do DOlICCIJI to dWlenae its 

domlMDOC. f.urcIIJc it dn.'NIt In¥tard, JIpBD aad Germany cSepawJ on Amenc.an sccunty. 

Russaa IS • ~fonaaJ ICCun!)' partner to Amcnca, and for the rnomrnt, Cb",. seems 10 

accommodate Amrnc.an dominance 

'Amenc:e-Ied Invasions of AfsblmSIaD and Iraq. tIS war 00 tttronsm and expanded DUbtary 

budatt t:bsb.apIshes AmcnWl po~U" from aU othen ID!be 21" century The Uruted Stiles lS 

noc JIlSt.~, 11 produoc:s WOf1d Older Ikenberry explaIns AmencuHed order as. 

<qOlW<d.,.-. la tills ...... the US produces publ'" ~ of """"'>' and 



Cybe< cnmc. for Instanoe. does DOl rcqwn: lIlY physical cross-boonief mov"- by hUl1Wl 

bel. u cIrus traffickiDa does. TbeIe crunes arc carefully tboucht OUt.. plamcd over a penod 

of ume and CX()I;;\Iled by well tamed people. With great skill and accuracy. HeFJDOfty In the: 

~ear5 under con5KIenbon YIOWd have to contend not only with states In' system but also 

with bnllwst IDliMchals aad pou.ps and demonstrate supenOf palAU In their rapcctlvc 

A.RGl \1l:'\ rs t'OR A~D AGAI .... !'oI1 \ \t[R1CAN HEGEMONY 

IN THE POST-COLD WAR ERA. 

franca' Fukuyama '~ thoughts on the "end of history" relate well WIth the Gramsctan aotioo 

of bcaemonY. where IideoJo&y is central to the assertion of heaernony He argued thai the 

post-Cold W. en marks the end of all Ideoloilca! struggles WIth hber.lism. Be it with 

Maoosm. CommIDllD., Nuum Of FucISQ'l. The demise of all other ldeoloaics and the 

sur'\I1va1 ofllbeTahsm marts Amcncan hqemon'i He predic:u tIw the: post-Cold WIL era WIll 

be pas.saoaeIdy drivea by ec:oaonllCS, wnccnu for the cnvironrnmI and the SOIVlng of 

techrucalproblcms 

G. John IkcntJcny" IeC$ Amenc:an hcsemony III the post-Cold War era He statcI that 

AmeneI cIom.mdes the: world as no SWC C\oe1' Iw Map stMes do noc seem 10 cballen,e III 

domllll&DCC. Europe .. drawn ID~ J .... and Germany depend on A.mencan 3CCUn.ty, 

Rusua IS a ~·fonaal tClCunty partner to Amenc:a. ud (or the: moment. China seems 10 

accommodale Amencan donunllllCe 

America-Icd InvasKIIIS of AfghuuSIaD and lnrrq. Its \ltW on tettonsm and expanded mlhllU')' 

budact~tWsA.lDencanpowerfromaUotbeniathc:21·centwy TbeUDJ\cdStaletIJ 

DOl JIISt. IUpctp()\\'cr 11 ~ worid order Ilenbeny explains AmCl'lQn-}cd order as a 

.........,.s ty1Icm In Ih .. onIer. Ibc US produces publIC ~ 0( ocamy U>d 

_I 



uppoft f« an OpeD trIde repme m return for coopemtlon from states In the mtem&bonal 

ystem, RWcs and lasbtutlOQl are used to exercise the system, And IBStJ)', y,.uk stales in tbe 

)stem ate pVCTI -vatu opporturutics" (informal access to policy makmg procnses of both 

\menca and Intap-ernmcntal tnStIMions) He explamed further that Amenca supporn thiS 

IreSet with 11.$ economIC and military poWCf The order IS hierarchical and supports the 

xpuwon of dem<lC11lC)' and capttalism 1ft the world 

tax Amencana exam tndec:d. Like the ROOWl Emptre. America bas open ClbZenslup. In 

003, .t eonfaftld clbZ.enShlp stI:l\aS on somc: of 1(5 soldiers servmg 1ft lrwq. just U elYu 

(wan", eoukl be obtalned lhrouJb SCfV1ce In the legions. The spread of America'! 

.nauaae, Ideas and cwtw'e coukl also be compared to Rome at Its peak What IS more 

nponam to the Theory of Hegemoruc Stablbty is that. Amenca produces pubJtc aoods for 

lC m&c:mabOnaI system Tbete mclude nwntamiDa peace. manqJnllRlCmaIlonai trade and 

nanct: and CD:IUnDI freedom of the: sea. .. and shes. Amenca's national mlefal coincides 

,tb tbeSlabolrtyoad_ aftbe luger 'yuem ~ .. unf_Iy,ln iu fishl_ 

:rrorisIII-.d WCIpOQI of Mat De:strucUon. i1 has trampJed CD what suswns ttl hqemoruc 

td«- n&Ic:s and Insbtubons ~. Its O·iCf--cntpha.m on nulitansm undemunc:s Its 

~p and aates more tcrron5b and rogue ~tates 1bc poIefttIaI contenders of Amencan 

:gemon)'. namel), R\lS.\Ia. Europe, Japan and Chtna are not ttY1R1 to O\'Crtum the Amencan 

Jpponed systemic order but ~ rather pW"!!lwna mlluence and accommodation WltJun the 

hartottc: Go....,' pmscd AmencVI hegemony In the post-Cold Wu y~ She 

:Jcnoo.tedacd dmlocracy as I supenor Ideology endo~ With the RrmIlh 10 penetrate 

Illures W'Idt uruque tJadJll0n5 like lhII of Japan She agren WIth Futuyama !hit when all 

ales appty 'Ibc: 11bera1-democn.bc idcok>o. die: end WIll come 

_I 



......... k . James KurtbJrf bKks the dechrust arpment aDd looks at whit Will obWn ID the 

OSI-CoW W. era. He -xued that US begemony IS eroding. He pmbc&cd tbat population 

:cpIos1on In America Will ~ its heganooy J\151 1$ whal obtained dun,. Bnlisb 

c:getnOftK dccl1ne ID!.he early 19" Century. He &Iso memoncd that the post.cold War years 

JIll be marked by giOblhzllIOII of fmmcw uaru.actions JDd multinabonaJ corpora.Oons; 

ansfOrmabOD of qrt(uJturc; transformatton of Industry. and the dClb'UCtlon of natural 

he U S IS hkely to rcce1ve the full fora: of IrIU1UgrIbOf'I inflows. The ytMb of the TJUrd 

lorld are crowdtDf, the shores o(the Fi .. Worid, Wllb Its agtns populace. This W1111_ to 

"I eeonomu: diViSion In the first World between the old ricb IDd the yOW'lS poor History 

aayrcpcal illelf The~ Will beadramalicanddracoman political reaction In Ihenc:h and 

:ttled c:owtrieI u wbco SlaVIC and Je~'lih imnugratioo m~Hunpry and Germany 

.ere 'Mil be a drxlmc In cbc qwhty of lafe of &II humID bciDp bccauIc the forces of 

~iJm will erode the pawn o(staIa. The poa-Coki War world can swenc: thiS 

th&pp) fubn ill the ewnI of. pul cataruophc: or. major confhct. This wjll pave way for 

new s)'SIeaUC order. The way for RltlonslDd iAdiVlduais to sumve the 21'" century is 10 

-pc 

lInuel HunIJ.ItCIOG" compares !be theoncs of endism and dochrusm and areues thai the 

lUted s...cs IS followmc lbe path of dechne Just as Great Bntam had done Dec:hnlml IS • 

SSlIlllSll( sbdy of rusaory. "'NIDI patane)s between the US In the 20· Century, Bntain lD 

:: 19· CalIury and ocbcr powers In the earl)tf ccntw1ts. Its proponmb ..:I a1CIcs det.te 



Mcanwtuk. JIIPeS Kurtll' backs the dechru$l 8IJWl1ent and looks III what wdl obcaiP in the 

post-Coid W. era. He argued chat US hegemony IS eroding He ~ thai population 

!lq)losNm In Amenca Will endan8a' its beganoDy jt.lll as what obtained dunng Bribsh 

"qCIDCINC. decline lD tbc my I~ Cenn.y. He al50 mC1'ltioncd thai the J'OS'-Cold War years 

"""II be marbd by sJobaliZllton of fiDancw tnnsactlons aad multi,..llonaJ corpo~ 

.tan~(onnabon of agneultun: , tran!l(onnatlon of IDdustry, and the destruclion of natural 

The u .S IS likely to receive the full forte of immigration inflows. The youth of the Thud 

World are crowwng the sbora oftbe First World, Wllh Its AgIng populace. TIus Will lead to 

U1ocononue chV1S1on mtbe FlJ"Sf World between tbe old ncb and thc youna poor. HIstory 

nay repeat ilKlf. There WlII be. dramabc and dtacoruan polltaca1 reaction m the ncb and 

;euled COlWnes as when Slaw; and Jewisb Immlpaboa ~HunJllY and Germany 

lI"oducod Widespread racISm IDd IIUStrWt amana Gmnan and Mal)'ar populallons BcsKtes, 

here Will b¢ a dec:l1De In the quallry of tife of all hum&I'J beings becau:Ie the fortes or 

ranmauonahsm will erode me power of SIDes. The poIt-Cold War wortd ean swerve this 

lRhapp). futurt' 1ft the eYCnI of a pat catastrophe Of • majOr conflict. This Wlil pave way for 

I new systcauc: order lbe way fOf nations and mdiVlduals 10 SUJVIYe the 21- c:eatury is to 

la-cloplnner~ofebarw:tcr-resihency.wsclphne,coopcratlon.enduranoe.faithand 

iamucl H-...lnltPon 11 c:ompares tbc tbeoncs of enchsm and deehrusm and argues that me 

Jruted Stales 1S followiDi tbe pam oldeclmeJust as Great Bntaln bad Ibtc Dedinilm IS a 

j~ SbIdy ofbasaory, dnwlRg parallels between the US lD the 20· Century. Bn1lJn In 

x I~ ec...y and other ~ In the eu1.u c:cnrunes. lIS propoDCnb ad c:nuc:s debate 

_I 



the rekvance of tJae p.,.Ucls and argue over detailed economiC diUa of ccooooUc growth. 

pocIuctMty,dd'mcc:spendiD&saYlnpandmvestment 

Endilm oa the other hand IS optlrruShC about the futlft of the world. In its most developed 

form as wrth Fukuyama's arpmc:nl. it IS premised on philosophical specuJanon rather thin 

hiStonw uatysu. It IS not baed 00 much C\Ildenc:e from history as on 8S5umptlORS about 

hIstory DoclintJm IS dc:tcrnumstu: that nlhons follow a path of rue, expansIon and decline 

Endesm 00CIInICs thu sMrpty by &sscrtJRJ that nIbonS escape from hlstofy. Dcchmsm sccks 

to warn naoons fKto8 dcclJae and m.ene the decline In the ptoce)~ Endtsm on the other 

hand provides an ilhaslOD of well being. This encounses complacency rather than caution 10 

check any dechne Kenneth Monoque,3. Identified the key concepts of Declintsm as VItality 

and mechamsm Dechne happens. he stated. when creaovlty Sub~ldeS Into routme 

Hu:ntlnglon argues that the reIUIt of erroneous Endlsm argument!. IS subverSive and rar more 

danftrous than dcchlllS1l1JU1DenI:s In error He POinted out that the end of the Cold War does 

not mean the end of pOObc:a1, NIeologlcal, dJplomanc, CCODOmU:, tech.noJogica1 or evea 

military nvaJry. It could ratbc:r mean the end of • lona peace. He argued contrary to 

Fukuyama that though ldeotopa fade in • ecnent&on. they may reappeal In another With 

renewed strength.. He potnlCd 10 the unpopulanty 01' econoauc liberalism from the 1940. to 

the 1%Os. However, by die IIIe 1970s It hldpincd 10 much curm'lC)' amongeconomlm 

Michael Hu·sh'" If1PICS cbaI the dcclanuiOQ oftbe BUlb doctnae "eithn you art wllh III Of 

you are WIth the terrorists .. ties • a&W betemomc cffcas on the InlmlIIlonaJ S)'!tem. The 

Bush doc".",., __ "" Scpo=bef 10, 2001 I'M ~Iy ..... ronncd Amencan _ 

behaV1OUl". h'-sbel;:ometbebaasfOfunpreccclcaedlStefbvenessslncethebqJMJngofthe 

. JoCoAd w. T1Ir IhouPU 0( Htnb appear 10 fa\·our Amencan heaemony "ace the dcclatabon 

GfthtBusbdoctnac 



the re~ oftbese parallels and argue over detaded «onomlC data ofcconornw: growth. 

productmty,defeocespeI:IIdiJII.savingsandlnvcstment 

EDd&sm 00 the other band IS optmumc about Ihe fubft of the world. In liS moSi developed 

form as WIth Fukuyama's argwnent, It IS premised on phJlosopbicaJ speculanon rather than 

hluQn(al a.naJ~")I" 11 is noc based on much eVidence from history 8.9 on asSumptiOns about 

history IJcchRlJlD is ddenDtnastlC thai DIboOs follow a.-tb ofmc. expan$lon and decline 

Eftdism conb'I.sUi thu sharply by tsJe1'tI"I that nations ex.ape from bisaory. Dechrusm seeks 

to warn nabOns flCU\l declioe and reverse me decline In the: ptlXc)o~ Endlsm on the other 

hand provides In illusion of well bein&- This encourages complacency ... ther than caution to 

check any dechne Kenneth Monoque/I Identified the key contq)l\ of Declinism as VItality 

and mecharusm. Decline happens, he stated., when creabVlty SUbsideS Into routme 

Huntington arpaes thai the: ~uJt of erroneous End.lSm arguments is IUbvemve and far more 

d&nJerousthlDdedLlliltarpmencs:lnC1TOf He POinted out that the end of the Cold War does 

noc mean the end of poJtbc:aJ, IdeolOgical, diplomatic, ecoaomic, tcchnoklJical or eYeD 

military nvalry. It c.ould rather mean the end of. long peace. He arguc:d contrary to 

Fukuyama that thouab wSeoIopcs fade in a aencrmon. the')' may reappeal In another with 

renewed stren&1h He potn1Cd to the unpopuImty of ccononuc libetaliam from the 19401 to 

he 1%Os However. bythc .. I970.itl:lldpinecllOmuehcurrcnc)' among economists 

\.ilchatl Hirsh" arsues that me declanwon of the Bulb doctnne "eethtf you arc Wlth us or 

.ou are WIth the terrorists .. bas • near hrFmoruc effects on the IntmwlonaJ system, The 

~ush doctnne. def::1amd OD ScpIcmber 20, 2001 '- toIaIly tnJufonncd Amencan e1rtemal 

x:haVlOUJ It ... become the lwD for UDpI'CCCdentcd I33ertlveness Since the belPnruna oftbe 

:Old w. The lJ:xNPls of Hu1b IIIppeU II) mow Amencan hegemony Iolace dae dcclanbon 

,flhclluohdoclnae 



Robert 1Cqao- argues tbet Amcncan lcaderslup IS In ensls He pomlS to the clubinl views 

of l·.urope and Amenca 10 areas mcludinl, war, aanculture and nde. In 'AV for laICaDce. 

whereas over 10%01' AJDeriC*IIS wantJusocetbrouP'fN, 5ess than So% of Europeans agrec: 

Michael J Qlamoa.' uxtts tbat the fai1ure of the UN Sccunty Counc:!1 to achieve 

ooopenDOO arnOl'll PcnDIIIeIlC Mem~ over lnq 111 2003 is cVldence of Amencan 

hegemony Amenca was Simpty bent on baVUIC Its way. France resents be,emony 10 the post-

Cold Wareq II wants. mutlJ.polarworid. 

Wilham WaU8CC'l is of the opruon lb., uruLucralism clUlb in American taKkrstup And It 

costs c:oopc:rabon. TJus argument IS Simi .... to nco-realius posIllon on urulaserah~m In 

hteemony Wallace arpes further. that the Umted SUItes has need of putnen in alobIJ 

dlp1omI;cy Ewope IS me most dependable partner II could ha~ Europe and Amenca share 

membc:nlup in the umc orprnsauons (NATO & OECO) and have cooperated Wlth each 

other III areu such as comb&boa money launderia&. dtu& trafficklnS and IlIepl-refugee 

3.9 lJ()t: ~ IIlGt:\1()'\ "'XI~"T" rHt: PO~r-<·Ol.f) " . .\K ERA! 

Accordml 10 the Theory of Hegemonic Stability •• state attalns heaemony when It dorrunates 

the rules by which IDtemabOnai polmw and economic rdabons an: condUC1ed. The theory 

also emphuUes tdeolOlY ad nubc.y ......... imporwn toUI'Cet of power for attaarung 

bqiemony T'hereforc:. the followmi typeS of power WlII be uted to lela for tbe: prac:nce of 

hcgnnon) ID tbe post-Coid W., en.. They are tcIcoIoo. CCOIIonllC and political power 

togecherwrtbauhtarymlPt 
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Robert Kapn- argues dill Amencan leadcrslup IS In (051S. He points to the: c:wbiJl& VlCWS 

of Europe and Amenca iD area ududiDg, war. qric:uln.ve and tnde. In MI for iIaICaDU. 

whcreasover ~ofAmenc:am _JUlbc:etbrouP war. less than 50%ofl~wopc:an~ agree 

WIth that 

MK:~ J. GkaDollfl as.sc-ru tbIt the wlLft of the UN Socwity Council to ac:hieve 

cooper.uon amon, Permaneal Members ~ tr.q In 200) IS eVlde"," of Amencan 

hegemony Amenc. wu SImply beat au IuMll8lts way Franc:c resents hqc:mony In the post-

Cold War era. II \\tJIts a muill-polarworld. 

Wdlwn WaUace41 is of 1he opruon thai un ..... crahsm elUStS In Amenc:an leadership And 11 

costs coopr:nbOn. llus argument IS SUnilai' to neo-realists position on undatcnhsm In 

heacmony WaJlate arpes further. 1haI the Umted States has need o( partnerS 10 lIot.J 

diplomacy EW'Ope IS the most dependable partner II could have Europe and Amenca share 

memben!up 10 me same orpllls4hons (NATO&' DECO) and have cooperated W1th each 

1.' OOt.!'! fI[L.: 'tO~\ E.XI~"T IN J'HE. POST-(: OLO \\-AM ERA? 

Ac:ronlull to the Tbeof)' of Hegemoruc Stabllny •• state atWns beFl\ooy wbcu it doaunate'l. 

the Nles by wlucb _onaJ poloucal aodc<onomic _ .. conduc<cod. The theory 

also cmpba.slacs MIeoI"IY _ mlhtary miFf u Imponanc tourc::a of power (Of analrung 

Iqcmony n....to«' Ibe rol"""", typos or _ ",II be _ ...... for !be pmence.r 

~ 10 the: poIt-Coid W., era. Tbcy are !dcoaoJy, ccononuc and polmcaJ power 

togdhu WIth mlhwy nlIlbt 



J.9 ........ ogy 

T'heresearchpolDt5lOtbetKtlbll. the UrutedStaJesSlaDdlo.atallascbr: IdeoloiPcal 

hqcmoro In the post-CokS WIS systemic order, Since W demise of SoVlet commul'llsm 

ChArlOtleGoi"Od"IIiU<SIbot"vutuallyall_ ...... bav'liberaidelrlOC<1lll<poIiticaJ 

msbtubOlU, lDd & great number of ocher SUISeS are IDOVUtIIII the chmtuon of mmet-onerHed 

3.9.2 t:~OIDK Pow~r 

A study of the three most Important c:conomlC anstrtuaODS of the wodd showed that the 

Urutcd States domllwed botb tbe World Bank and the IntemarionU Monetary Fund Don 

8Di" utcd &hal m the World Bank.. tile United States WIelds prepoDClmnl mOual:lC 

amana sc.ta SO the exteQl ... it dctennlnc5 wtuch Issues should domlnde the of'prusation', 

The lntcmabonal Monetary Fund IS prurwity donllnatod by nch and powerful states 

InclYdul" Unncd States, Germany, Japan. Bntam and France Amona these top four nations, 

the l..hIittd SCales commands preponde:ram power with the rughest volln& share of almost one-

fifth. Wnhtluspo'III'a',rtClClUldb1oekanycbaPatmthcsuucttut'ofthc:organlsatJonormthe 

dlstnbubon of quocu Here alto, Uruted Sta&cs dom.uIuoc II cleat. 

Even tboutb the Uruted Slates IS the bigest economy in the post-Cold War era. it does not 

l .9.l PoJitiallPowrr 

In the posl-Cold WI! en.. the UN with membcnJup of 192 tWeS .. of 2002 ... remau)Cd 

~"""eaUsfilrm"""""~ .. tbeSecuntyCcluoalil_intbe 

_-Cold W" ... _-..tbeC<lIdWIt-,. Tho US aItoCClOCribuu:stbe """'''' 

'3 _I 



3.9.1 Ideology 

The rescarth pon", 10 the r.ct lbIt. the Uruted StakS stands OlA IaII IS the idoolog:icaJ 

lqitmoo iD the poIt-Cokl War systerruc order. SlI'lCC the demise of SoVlCt com.murusm 

Ch&r_Go~""aues""'"vinuoIIyallodvanccd"""hav.hberalde_.poIlticaI 

IftSlltubODl, ud. great nwnbcr of other states an: tnOV1n, In the duectlon of markd~Ctltcd 

3.'.2 £co.OIaic Power 

A study of the duec most Important economic In!otllulIOn!o of the world showed thai the 

United Swcs dommated both the World Bank and the lntenWional Monewy Fund. Don 

Babu" stated cbII in tbe World Bank, the Uruted Slates Wltkk pn:pooderant Influence 

amona S1aIea 10 tile enenl that 11 deknmnes which 1S5~ should dominate the organlsauon's 

~ IntemabonaJ MoncWy Fund 15 pnmanly dominated by nch and powerful stites 

U'lcludln,c UrulCd States, Germany. Japan. Bnt&1n and France Among these lOp four nat/om, 

thclJnltodSClJcsoom:n&DdsprcponderaDlpowcrWlthlhehlj,hestvotlngshareofalmostone-

fifth. With tbn pcrM:f. It oould block any cban&e in cbe structure orthc: orpllIsanon or In the 

distribution of quotas Here abo, UrulCd Swcs doauDaooe ., clear. 

Even thouab the Uruted Stales IS the biuest economy tn the post-Cold War era, 11 does not 

domlMk the work! trade rqime. It caD not tbcRforr be argued tMt the Unrtcd Staia si.qtc­

hondedIy--..lbe ..... aad_tbIl..,.,.Ibe,_"""""""C.ystem 

l .9.3 rolital Power 

in me poJI-Cold Wil en. the UN Wltb membc:nlupoll92:a1eS as 0(2002 has reIftII.IIed 

uoehonpd de>po ..... r.r __ "~ .. !be Soeun!y Coo.a:iJ is _,. !be 

1 ____ �M'''-t:Old w., ....... dunn. !be Cold ~: -- The US .... ""","lows die most '" _I 



, ftMnct UN budFb II peys 25% of the regular budlet whilst most countnes ~y • mmunurn 

of O.Ol"-."Tbis ,.. like • heFDoDic role, where the benevOlent kadcT IICCJ 00 its 10DS 

tam m1CfeSl "ther than strugle over short term eod.s WIth states. The adcr lbus. bean the 

COIl of orpruSlnlW ~ The issue of ~wtty ranks Ngt! In the "coda ottbe political 

Iys&cm of5&akS Tb~, the use of forte UI'IOf\I states IS cnucal to the malnlmaJ'lCe 01 

InterNIbonaipeaceand sccuntybythe UN 

In 1991 , wbc:n tbecol~bve sccunty pnnclple wataledby lbc lnva5K)n of Kuwait by u.q, 

theorp.rusatJonhadbroadsupportaroundthewortdtoexpellraqlfOl'ccsfromKuW8It
t1

ln 

200), however, the collectJve secunty pnDClple was challenged by the 1.IJ11laleral action of 

Amenca when it used IOrce apinst Iraq without SecUtity COUDCllauthonsarion. The Secunty 

Council ..-as diVIded o\u the Issue, but Amenca claims It acted In self defenoe wxkr arttcle 

SloftbeUNCbort.er 

Hy these two s.cenanos, the capabIlity of the: UN 10 orpruSlng the world' , political system In 

the posI-Cold War era comes mto questlOD- Amenca would be usurping the pnmary role of 

the otprullboD If Its acboa m 2003 does not meet the reqwtements for self«fence. But If It 

does. then It could be argued tbat It acted wtdun the law. in tilt! event that the AI1lenQD 

IICbOII falls short of 1C1f,4efl:ftOl: (Much wu the cue ta tbe 2003 IDVUIOft of lIIq), then thai 

would 8I'DOUDt 10 cha11en8l"B the United Nations s)'Uem in the poa-Cold Wit era 

Itcou1d be araucd thai Amenca's Wlllalera1ln\·asloooflr~ frtstbe umlaJenlecaon rcqwred 

ofbeaemonk \WCS tD tile proocss of J'lfodUC1n& public goods fOl' the truematJonaJ system. If 

AInmca'sln\-aslonoflnq'A'UlonwntaJD~pcac::c:Ibd!Clall'1ty,thcnthc:Thcory 

olHceemo-c StabtlJty WlII5C'CthlllCboDas.effortIOUIeI1 hqemony 



~ UN budgets. It ~ 2S· ... oftbc regulu"budfeC wtulst most COuntrles")I. mlrumwn 

orD.Dl%.- This ~ like a begaDoIlic ro&e, where the benevolent leader KU 00 Its (oag 

tt;tmmterest ratbcTlhan !MIggleow:r short tennc:odsWlth Slates The adertbus..l;:Iearslbe 

_ of arpnuu>& .... ~. The iss ... of """"'Y .-anks Iu&h In the aacMa of .... polItICal 

sys&cm of ~ Tbw. the use of force amoQI SIMeS IS cnbcal \0 the mamtenance of 

ustem.bOna! peace and sccWlt)' by the UN 

In 1991 . when the coUectlYC sccunty pnntaple _1eS&Cd by tbc Invasion of Kuwait by Iraq, 

the orprusabOO bad broId support around the world to expel Iraqi fOfUS from Kuwait 411n 

2003. howevc:r, the collecbve secunty principle was challenged by the urulllerBJ &Cbon of 

Ameoea when II used force qIUlSl Iraq Without Secur:ity COImCII authonsation. The Security 

COUDaI WI$ dlvtded over the IUUC, but America cwms It act.ed In self defence under artIcle 

SloflhetJNChartcr 

By tbese two ICCQIUlOS, the cap&bthry of tile UN In organmng the world', poHtK:I.I system in 

the posa-Cold War era tomeS inIo question. Amenca would be: usurpllll the pnrnat}' role of 

thcorpnil&boalfIUlacboDiD2003doe.snotmeettberequiremcnlSforsclf-defence But.fit 

does. thea It could be arpcd that It "ted Wlthm the law. in the eVCDI that the Amentan 

acbOII falb short of tclf4cfenc:e (wtuch .., the cue HI the 2(0) jDYalIOll of Iraq), then thai 

It could be argued lha1 Amenta's urulateral ,"vasiGn of Iraq fits the undalcQl Ktion rcqwrcd 

oIbtt1trnonr< \wcsmtbc:prooc:ssofprochatlncpublic..,.,.fortbelnaernatJonaIsystem If 

Amcnca'Sln\tiIOfl 0(lr8q _m muntam ~ pcaccandMltWlty, then the Theory 

0( HqemoaK Stability will ICC ..... KboD as .. effort 1D...m heJnnon~ 



~t Members of the: Secunty Council, chalJenee the Theory of HesemoJUt Stability 

W1dun tile UN I)'SICID. To tbas end, It IS argued that there IS no ckar demolUb"abon of 

hqcmony ID tile UN syssem in parocular. Moreover. SlDCC UN mcmbcnhJp Includes almosI 

all sWcs In the wond, the argument may even be extcncied that. no lUte s~bmcIedly 

domlnBtcI the rWes aDd iU'ftll~mdltS by wbJ,c;h the world's poltUC&.l system IS ~nChM;:ted. 

1.9." Military:\filbl 

Military mlpr IS mdlspensablc In upholdtng order In the post-Cold War world. The UN does 

not haw: an army of lis own. It rehcs on member-stIleS for support. In the p)5,-Cold War era,. 

the lJS army has been vel) 5Upportl\C of the orprw.anon. For Instance m (}puoIttOn Duen 

Slorm4 in 1991.11 played a SlgaificaDl role in ex:pcllina Iraqi (on::cs from Kuwait 

Accord",,, 10 the 200S edition of the World Almanacs and Book of Facts." \be US military 

bud&ct IS the bllFll in dte WOIid. The country spends more on Its military than the next 

twclw:countncscomblncd USdefcacc E.qxnditureas of 2002 wu 3296{S billions) whilst 

dw of Chma (the second largest expendzture) was 48.4 (S bllhons) Witb &n active troop 

strenath of 1.414 (thousands) Amenca ranks second 10 Ouna. Ind.Ia IS third. followed by 

North K ..... ROIIIia, SouIh Kor.., Pakistan, Inn and TutI<cy. Germany has !he Cigluecnlh 

laraea ICCive b'OopI In the world wtulst Fnmce IS the tweaaeth; Japan i, fWenty-xcond 

(ollowed by Italy aDd Umled J<.madom. For RC'SCn'c Troop Strencth.. Ameria it the sixth 

IAI]j<St in the _d "lib 1,259 (Ihousands> wtulJl SouIh KD<eo is !he lim Willi 4,500 

(Ihousands>.....,.." 

l'N- liMIted States cJc.rly has dominaDt mdrtary ~'ef 'Atuc:h. 11 UICI 10 support the UN 

)\\Inn In VIIlOUI .... ys. in tbe: Far East, for iftstanc:e. US atmy presence contnbul:cs 

SllftIficantly to the 5lab&Jlty of the ~JJOD ' I Japan. auna.. the two KOI'QS. and upbly 

Ruaa.1OCm 10 be comrOl'1lblc wrttI AmcnCM Naval pn:scncc In South-East All&. 

_I 



P ......... Members of \be Secunty Council. chaIJcnte \be Theory of HeF""'''''' Stability 

W1dwt the UN S)'1CCm. To dU.s end. It 15 argued that lhae IS no c .... cIemoos&raJJOn of 

hqpnony 1D the UN sysSem in parocular. Moreover. sll~e UN membership lJIICludcs almoSl 

all scates UI. the world. the argument may even be elCtended that. no Slate slngie-handedJy 

dommateS the rvJes aDd anangcment.s by wtuch the world's polltlcaJ system IS conduc1cd. 

3.9.4 Military Milht 

Military rmpt IS u.bsperuable In upholdmg otder in the posa-Cold War world. The UN doe. 

noc have: an army of its own. It rehes on mcmber-st81a for support. In the post-Cold Wtx era. 

Ibe: US umy .. been vC1)' supportive of the OrpntSlbOn For inStance in OtwraflOlt De661 

Storm'" in 1991.11 played a stgnificut fO~ in expellin.lraqi (orces from KUwait 

AtoOtdlllllO the 200S edmon of the World AlmatIiIICS and Book of Facu.49 the US mlhtary 

bud,Sd 11 the blJFS\ in the world. The couauy spend\ more on Its military than the next 

rwel-.,:oountnescombined US defeDcc Expc:nditurr u of 2002 was3296(S blilions)wbilsc 

thalofOuna(lhesccondlargestcxpendlturc) "'-ti 41.4 (S billJons) W,thanactlvetroop 

strenath of 1.4'4 (thousands) Amenca ranks second to Ouna.. Jndia IS thard, followed by 

North Korea. Ruuia. South K."... P.l"' .... ll1In and Turkey. Germany has \be ellJllr.eenth 

1&rJCtl active troops In the -.urld whIlst Franee IS the twenbcth; J...", IS tweaIy-JCCOnd 

folJo,wd by llaly and UrulCd Kmplom. For R ...... Troop S_lI'h. Amenea iJ \be .;ldh 

I ..... In \be wutd wtth 1.259 1_' wlul .. South Korea iJ \be 6", WIth 4.'00 

1-'","",," 

The Unated S«atcs clearly bas dorrunant mllrwy J'O'A'CT wtuch It uxs 10 suppon the UN 

s)"Skmln\1U1OUS"YS.lntbeFarEut.forin5&anot.USanny~contnbutes 

5.lpunc.r.Jy 10 the Mbtllty oltbe rqionSI Japan. China, the two Korcas, and arguably 

R~ JIICIn 10 be comfOl1lblc 'fIW1th Amman Na\'&l pn:sencc In Soutb-East As. 

_I 



).It HEGEMONIC DECLINE 

War may be the commonest cause of hegemoniC declinc. but imprudent po{tncal and 

econonuc pobctes may also be contributing factors.. Benevolent hegemons who lack the 

boldnesstoencourageothcrSlaJestocuitivatethebabllofconlnOObngtowarchtheproV15lon 

of public goods art likely to begin the process of eroding their own cconom~ power. In the 

post-CoJd Was era however. lhese factor.; seem subJective. But the taSC 15 different with 

SoVIet hegemoruc dechne. A ltUdy of Soviet hc:semOfU(: decline reveals the superpo~'s 

economIC Irwbtlity to support Its defense spendil1l In particular and Its In'lemalJextemaJ 

pohCllCS In aeneraJ. McNamaraSl informs that SoVJetdefenscspendin&was in exc:css of 17& .... 

of Its Gross National Product (GNP) even thouah Its GNP dropped from 6% growth per 

annum in the 1960s to 40/. per annum in the 19705 and further to 2,.... per annum in the early 

1980s An attempe: [0 recuf'y the Imbalance throuah GoJbacl\ev's gllW10Sl and pc:~tlOlka 

fir.JlyresuJted m 1he collapse of Soviet htgemony 

Amencan hqcmony may have been spared a decline by reason of its thriving economy as of 

1989. McNaman)l POints out the fact thai Amenca had enough funds to support its Defense 

ExpeodituR:. In the aftermath of the Cold War, America. the greatest power a150 doubles as 

the greatest debtor. How scary is the Amencan dt6ctt? It is expected that in 200~. the U.S 

CUJ"Tent account defic~ would racb 7";' of Gross Domestic Product. "The counD)' continues 

to finance buac nulltaly expenditure . bluer tban the next twelve countnes combined. It 

appears the stroacest state on earth ill the aftermath o( the Cold War IS he.bna toWards the 

SoVietprcdu:.rnC"nt. 

Tbestudyrevea!edtblt US power LSprepoadcnnI inthc posc-Cold WI1c:ra.. JUetOnOmlclDd 

political powerf.OFther W11h Its ~ and military mlgbt IS second to none. Howner,lt is 

unable to sU'IIe-Mndedl)' docnlDIIe the NIcs and anangements (or conductUlllntemattOnaI 



l.lt HEGEMONIC DECLL'<E 

Wv; may be the commonest cause of begcmoruc decline. but imprudent poIlUcal and 

econonnc pobclCS may allO be contnbutmg factoB. Beoevolent hegemons who lack the 

boldness to encourage other states to cultivate the habit of con&nbubPg towards dac proVISion 

of pubhc IJOOds are hkely to begm the process of erodina their own economic power In the 

post~ Was em however. these fKtors ~ subjccth·c. But the ~ IS different with 

SoV1ef begcmoruc dechne. A study o(Soviet hegemOniC decline reveals the superpower', 

ccononnc Irwbtlity 10 support its defemc: spendina 1ft particular and Its Inttmallextemal 

poINXs in aeomJ. McNanwaSl informs thlt Soviet defense spending was In excess of 1".4 

of Its Gross National Product (GNP) even though Its GNP dropped from 6% growth per 

.. urn inthc: 1960s to 4% per annum In the 1970s&oo further to 2". pcr annwn In the earty 

19iOs An anempe: to rectify the Imbalance throuah Gotbac:kev's glasnost Ilnd pcTe!tTOlU 

finI..IJy rcsulted mthe collapse of Soviet hegemony, 

Amcncan hegemony may haw been spared a decline by reason of its thriving economy u of 

1989. McNamara" points out the fact that America hadcnoogb funds to suppor1 luDefCnse 

Ex:peoditaR. In the aftermath of the Cold Wtr. America. the greatest power also doubles as 

the greatest debwr. How scary is the Amcncan defiCrl? It is expected that In 200$, the: U.S 

current account dcficif"4 would fCICb 70/. of Groa Domestic Product. The COWluy continues 

to fUlllJlCe bup: military expenciltw'e - bluer lban the next twelve countnes combined. It 

appears the stroacest state on earth in the atterm.tb of the Cold War IS heading IOwanIs the 

Soviet pmlicomem 

The JIUCty reYCaled that US po~ IS preponderant In the post-Cold War era. Its cconomtc and 

pohUcaJ po-.et tOfCtber WIth Its MIeoJosy aad mdiwyrrugbt is second to none. HO'IJIIIeW:f. it is 

unable 10 Slnalt:-hendedly dominate 1be ruJ~ and arrangements (or conducting InlemabOnal 



pohtical and economIC rela1ions as the Theory of Hegemonic Stability demands. It could thus 

be laid that in the post-Cokl War era, American hegemony IS erodina wtulst mlJor states like 

Japan, GcnnIDy &lid ChinI are IIlCrea5mg their economic and political power. If this 

development continues, then the Ie:ldenbJp role of the post-Cold War Inl:enw.tional system is 

bound 10 be sbatedby scvcn.1 states. 

~7 



political and cconom;c relatJoas as the Theory of HeaemonlC Stability demands. It coukI thus 

be _ tMt i.D the post~ War en., Amencao hegemony is erodin, wtulst major stales like 

J&J*I. Germany and China are IDCrea5mg thetf economic and political power. If this 

development conunues, then the leadership role oflbe post-Cold War InlemabotW system IS 

bound to be sbued by severaJ states 
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CHAPTER FOI IR 

SUMMARY AND CONClrSIO:>l 

Chapcc:r (our provides I summlU'l of the researcb Wlth emphuis on Amenc::an hegemonic 

dccliDc in the posI<:Old Wu international system II Iho outJinn the ~Ievaocc and 

ch&l~ of the Theory of Hegemoruc Stability in the: wne m!c:matH",_1 system and 

conclu.:;ln tbII: mulb·polarity i, the 101 of the post~oJd War system. AddJllonally. the 

r('~hrr pmkU the sateofhqaDony 18 the 21-Cemury. 

' .1 SUMMARY 

'Ibis work set out to exanune the relevance and chaUenaes of the Theory of Hegemonic 

Subility In the posa-Cold War era. It assumed (hypothesiS) that dte preaencc: of hegemon) 

breeds stabthty In the mtemabona] system The Theory of HeKemomc Stability basically 

studies benefits thai accrue 10 an mtemabonal system that is pnvileged to have a state Wlth 

wpt'nor power aDd the will to (KIlrtast the an&JMlmt of common Inten:sts.ln the theory, 

!he Iqomoo. Sfab;lity icconomoc ond poIilical) _ ..... the primary public good .. be 

dcn .... frum • ............,.,...... 

ForlstatetobeheFffiOl'UC.itneeditohaYetbepowerandlhcl~todomlnatethcruies 

(or condllCtlnc IntcmatKJnaJ ecoaomic and politICal (d.l.lloftl. The study revealed that (oW' 

types of power are IICIClded to do this. Supenor uieolog). supenor politK-a1 and economIC 

JOWtr, as well as supmor rrulnary might Tbt f'CIC8rt;h POints to Amencao power as the moll 

iomtnant In the poIt~ w. ~ syIlan. wtnlst JIlJ8Il. France, Ruw, Bntam. 

............ CIu .. mak< oadIcss effons 10 mllueace its kadcnlup. S ..... the _ 0{ 

;m,iet commUnl~. there has been the uruvenahsabon of democnq IDd rrwtd-onmtcd 

COftOmta throu,txNI the wOOd. Amencan pov.a is also dominant ID two rmponant 

_I 



SUMMARY A:-ID CONCLl'SION 

Chaper four proVIdes. summary of the research WIth em~s on AmerIcan hegemonic 

dEdiae ill the pos:&-Cold Wu Intemauonal system It also outJlI''ICS the reln-ance and 

chaJlcnaa of tbe Theory of Heaemonit Stabtlity in the same mternatlOnal sySlc'm and 

coocludn that mulb·polarity IS the toe of the pose-Cold War SYS\eIU. AddllLonally. the 

r""""'hccpn>dicts .... _of~, ..... 21·CaoIury. 

... SUMMARY 

This work ~ out to elWlUne the relevance and C:MUenaes of the Theory of Hegemofllc 

StabtlrtYII,thepost-COldWarera.ltasswnedlhypothc:sls)thatlbeprtscocc:of'hegemony 

breeds stabIlity In the mternabonaJ system The Tbeory of Hegemonic Stability basIcally 

srudies benefits thaa accrue to an mEemabonal system lhat iJ pnvileged to have a Slate With 

wpcrior powa" IDd the Will to f&CJ11laSt the IUlJNnent of common Interests. In the theory, 

common imc:reIu are rd'aTed to as publIC or (COllccbve) JOOdJ wtulst the dOnllftll11 stale' IS 

lhchqemon.. Stlbility(cr;onomKandpolitiQ1)ltaDd.sout8ltbcprimatypublic: good to be 

For I swc to be hqemomc:, It needs 10 ba¥e the power and die tnIIereSC \0 domlnUe the ruks 

for conductln,lnkTnabonal ccononUc and pohttc:al rdabons, The study ~cd that (our 

types of JX)W'er are needed to do this. Supcnor IdeoIOlY. supenor pollllUl and economiC 

power, as well as )upcnor military might Tbe rcscareh points 10 Amencan power as the most 

damUIUI I.D the poIl~ W. InletnatlOOll S)'ttC1l1. whilst Japan. France. R ....... 8ritam, 

IDd perbapI, L1u,. make adcu efforts 10 influmce Its laderslup Suu the dmuJc of 

Soviet cQrnmum!Hn, then: bas been the uruversalLSabon of daDoc:rw:y lad mutct-oncntcd 

«ooon'llo thtouJhoul tiM: wvrtd. Amenc:ao power it abo *-mane In fWO Imponam 

J 



IASbtuttons of the mtcmallOnaJ oconormc syIIem- the IMF and the World Bank, bill oot in me 

WTO In Ihc mtemabonaJ polmcal system (best represenl.Od by the UN J)'stem), Amcnca 

.twa 1cU:~lp WIth other stales. cven though It pays the largest shire of the UN budget 

l..utIy, Ameoca ba the domlnaDI rrtilnary aught In the syslt1TI Its defence spc:ndina is.., 
tbantNIoftbencxtrwcl¥cnationseombtncd.. 

Howew:r. a further probe of Amcncan power revealed that It IS on the decline First. 115 

-ap&od voteI iD the lMF and World Bank have declined, yet It has enough power to 

~ lite 'IIrOfk of thae two insbtubons The ose of Amenca's current &CCOW1t deficIt 

'o'CTSUS Itt huSC milttar)' spcndJnc brings to mind the envuonmenllMl surrounded the dechne 

.fS<Met bq,<mon, 

Sccond.. Amcnca has losIa measure of ita poliDcal goodWill The first evidence IS t1S Itlablhty 

raoun::cs. ADOCherastbeScplc:mberI1200lacrTonllllllekoflts5mSltJveplaees. lacludina 

the PcnIIp.. The push for UN morms abo 1nd1cates hqanonK: decline Here, stilt" are 

IOCkmi to reform me hqcmoruc sponsored otdc:r aDd 10 take up marc Imponant roles 

Thud, the prohferabOn of m£lcar ~(".aPOM ~ doWIl on America', IUpenor military 

power. The tprad of nuc.lear ""~.pom raJUOC!I the gap ~ a mllitanly mlshtY state and 

• ~ one Fcw Amenca, the Irderpl"etallOll I' a relmvc decline 

".1,1 T~ Rdnatttt oftk T.COf)· or ".-Hit Stability 6ft Ike POit-Cold War 

I_mutioeal S~ 

The c::ontiIud ~ of Ibe "Theory of Hegemomc Stablilly IS lupported by prnai11na 

CUCurns&anc:c5 m Ibe ~..cold Was era. TIns does DOt. mean thai perpetuabna bcJrmony tS 

.,thou!: chalknges. In c.:t. srtuatJons thai mlhlatc Iplnst the pa-petUII)On of hqemony In 

lhtcraunderconstdrerabonscemtooutWetgh thosc:that undc:rtIC tbc theory's relevance 



lIIIIituDonsoftbe~cc:ononucsyaem-.tbeIMFandthtWorldBank.buanoi antht 

wro ID the .. Iema"onal polo.col _ (besI __ by doe UN .~). AmcnU 

shares llC8dctWp WJth other states, even tbou.gh II pays Ihc: 1arges,lahareofthe UN budgcl 

Lastly, A.rncrita hILS the dominanc nulltary mIght an the sySlem Its defence spendina IS latFr 

tlwltbltorthencxtNet¥eftlbonscombtned. 

Ho~er. a fw1hcr probe 0( Amencan power revealed lhal It is on the decline. First, Its 

wtI&h&td vaks In the IMf and World Bank have dechned... yet II hal cnough power to 

domlDllk the work of tbeIe two tnSbtubons The rise of Americ,,'s currenl acCOWlt deficit 

vc:nus itt hu&e mlliwy sp:ndJna briap to mnMi the eftVlronmenl thaI surrounded the decline 

of Soviet hqemoay 

Second. Ammca has lost. measure of its pohhcal goodW1l1 . The first evidenc:e is it5 inability 

to secure UN Setunty Council support over Iraq In 2003. dnpllC Its ~uperJt)r power 

r~ADothcrlStbeSeptembcTI120(»laTonSllllKkorltlsensltlvepllccs.u,dud.ina 

!he Pemqoa. The push for UN reforms abo IDdic:aICI beJClDOO.ic dccli.De. Here, states are 

5«klng to reform the hegemoniC sponsored ordef and to take up more Important roles 

1lwd. the prohfaabon of nuclear "eapolt5 "aim down on Amenca's supenor mlhtary 

PO'Mtt The spre.d of nude ... w~apon~ teduca Ihc: gap bc:nrtcc:n. mililanly mlcMY state and 

• weak ODe. for Amcnca, the lIurpn::labon IS a rcbbve decline 

•. 1.1 TbeRdn-8attoftMl'Hor)' ofH.-.,.kStability In tbe Potl-Cold War 

The: c:onlInucd rekvaace of the Theory of liqemonlc Stability IS IupporUId by JIfe\-"aJhnB 

arcum~ 1ft tbe post-Cold War era.. Thls does not mean that ~ beJaDoay is 

'llnlhout challengc-s. In fact. ~Ituaboru that militate aplnst the pcTpduaboa of beyemonY In 

the en t..ta c:ontlderabon seem 10 OutWeIgh those: m. -*rtJc the theory's 1'dnmoe. 



InstaWbOnS of the mtemanoDal eeoDOmlC s)'1XlIl· the IMf and w world Bank. but not in the 

WTO. In the mlematJonaJ pohbcaJ !iystem (best rcp1"CSC1Ud by the UN sys\em). Amenca 

sMtcslc:edershJpWJthothcrSlaleS.e\lenthoughllpaY!ithc:llr£est~ofthcUNbudact 

Lutly,Amc:nait.sthedominanlmihwymlghtmthesystem. ltsdcfenccspendinglslarp 

However. a further probe of Amencan power revealed thaf II IS on the decline FIrst, 111 

wapacd voces 10 &be LMF and World Bank have dc:chned. yet II has enough PO"'ef 10 

domlMtt me '11_ of thcx two Institutions Tbc me of AmenCl'S cwrcnl accounl deficit 

venus lU huJC mlhtary spendma brinp to muxl1he cnvuonmmt that surrounded the decline 

Second. Amenea has kKt a measure of its political HOOdWlU The first CV1dence IS rts tnablhly 

to SCCUl"r UN Scc;:unty Council support over IfW:I In 2003, daplte n. supmor po~ 

resources ADotberlSthcSc:pcmberI1200ltenonRlftlCkofltS5c:flslll\<cpi,ecea.includlna 

tbc ~ The pusb for UN rcfonns aJso 1ndKate!. hegemomc decline. Here. lUtes arc 

teebac to rcfona Ibc bqcTnoruc sponsored order and 10 take Ufl more Imp:mam roles 

Third. the prohfCf1lbon of nuclear weapons wateB down on America's wpmor malituy 

power. The tpad of nuclear WC'apons ttd.uc:es the gap between a militarily mighty state and 

a'NCakonc:ForAmerica.thclntCrpl'ct4bonISaJclatlVcdcclinc . 

.... 1.1 1'~ Rctn .. ct' oftH nleor')' OrR~ODic Stability lIII dlc P.t-Cold War 

later.tioDal S~ 

The COf1IlnUcd rt'kvancc of abe Theory of Hegemoruc Stability IS supported by prev.llina 

CIR:u:rnsIanccs In tbe post-Cold War era. ThIs ~ not mean that perpctl.aba, hrJemony II 

..,thota .:hallcnges In fact. SlluatlOns that mlhtate ag&J.n5t the pcrpct\IIIIIon of hrJcmony In 

tbc:crau:ndefconstderaboo3eC1Dtooutwclshthosethatundc:rtICtbcl.hcof) ·Sn:1c:vanoe 



Many "tUitiOns ofpolitic:al and econorruc lDItIibIhly abouDd in the i.nlemabOnaJ system 

N~ cJVlI wan In Afrn:a and dtc exa.cemebon of poverty througb the wtdenlDi liP 

bctwuu North and South economies are clear evulc:nce of the r • .alw-es or the tntemabonaJ 

~yntm to acbieve the public coods of stability and pruspenl)'. nus is COMlstent with the 

theory ·s IIgumcnl that hegemoruc decline comes W1tb u\stablluy For thiS reason, the Theory 

o(He.:emoruc:S'-I)llityl~lmportantlOd\IIntIlnsysten\lc:Slablhry 

AMft:Iry as the bae1me condJuoo of stiles IS stili prevalent In the post-Cold Wu system 

despite the spad of ....atem clvillSlOon, cconorruc InlCrdependcnce and tccbnologJcaJ 

avtt oil-rich BI.k.assI Peamsular IS • typcal example Anltchy begs tqemony 10 UIe either 

Its beaCYoIent or COCfClVC: powcn 10 tnSw-e stability of the system 

The C1'eabOn of tnlefnlt)onaJ regunes cannoI be done easily by small swes A domuwrt 

POW'tt IS roqwrod to lad me system In rule-rnaktna and ruJt...enforcemml. Thus, hegemony 

cta&e$ rqpmes. The fad. fhII small SUles abound 10 the poIII-Cold WIl s)stcm makes the 

Theory of HqemonK Stabltt)· desirable A bc:nevolc:nt begemon also allows Its capability 

and..-"lI(1O produa public goods Without shannccost withtbesystcm),to be exploited by 

small stalc:S. Thus., It either subsl(llses the cost of provullna public: aoods or freely prOV1des 

them The cXJStcDce of numerous poor staleS Jusbfics the theory's relC'4DCIC In the pcnod 

underconslCicrallon 

The WemalJonaJ system IS W1tncsstn8 the proliferabon of wues.. 1be lsaue-eR:U Include 

Rc¥U1anon of MultJnanonaJ Corporanons. CurblD, the HIV/AIDS men.ce, eyber crime and 

global tcnonsm 1bc Deed (or • concerted c1fon 10 .cIdn:ss lhex Issues rcqwra the 

orpftlAllw.lllrC:llClhofahetnDorucpower. Alllttanr.ctonsupponthe reln-anceofl:be 

n-yor~_~lyafterd>eCold WII 
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.,1.2 11w C. .... lleages oftbe lbeory of Beae-oel~ Stability i. Iht r~l-Cold "'ar 

t.wrutioaal SysklL 

'The rile of DOCH&a&e ICIorS. gJobaI democracy and mWblaICrahsm. Weapons of Mass 

~ (WMD). transnational crimes.. ccooonuc and SOClall.hrcats are devdopaen1S In 

the ._ .,..... !hoi cballen&< the perpetualIOO or si"ilc-stII,e Iqemony The fact 

that some Mwbl'\lbOr.J CorponnOM WIeld a more supenor econonllc power than scrne 

!lWeI, coupled WIth the alnhty of non-ttalc acton to ute force aPJnsI sCates undenmnes the 

TbrIory of HCFfDO'UC Stability. Risill8 powny levels 1ft the South, pohtical and economic 

Inswtlhry arouDd the world, toJdher WJth me ~ of deadly diseases appear to O\o"CtWhclm 

thtthcol)'undcrcoDSlderanon 

theory. llw: nature of lransnallonW cnmes and the prolifnallon of nuc;kar "capo"s, also 

threaten Ihe theory In the posI...cold WIl rntemabonaJ system 

4.1 CONCLUSION 

1lw I'bCWCh find..np show that the thal1enaes of the Theory of HegemoniC Stability In lbe 

post-Cold War intcrnatlOnal system OUfWC:Igb the relevance: For thiS reason, the chance for its 

application IS marginal That IS not to say that II IS Irrelevanl, at least, the theory's asswnpbon 

(also the hypothesiS of the study) that hc:aemoruc dechne ca.u:ses Instablhry in the 

mternational system has been proven right. The link between Amencan hescmonlC dethnc 

andWJde:spreadeconomlClDdpobticaliastabililyintbepoa-Co&dWatlnt.emallonalsystem 

SupponsthlS. 

In the bebJ.ofthercscan:.b fiDdmss, s1D&lc-sla1e k:aderslup of thc: InltmalJonai system,u 

odvocatodbytbc Tbooryof"-SCalnbty. __ ....,,"'be ra..bIe .. tbc post. 

Cokt W.cn.. RMber, mWb1'Olanty~tobe the kJI otitic pcnod lmderCOOSldmitlOft. 

63 



4.1.2 T~ a..lle0la of tbr Theory of Begn.ODlc Stability i. tlte POIt.cold War 

bkrNtioaalSy"trlD. 

The rile of non-sta1c: ackn. global democracy and mWblateraJism, Weapons of Mass 

DestructJon (WMD), transnabonaJ crimes. economIC and SOCial threats art developments In 

the: ItRmahonaI I)'1km thaa chaUengr the perpetuation of sUlile-state hegemony. The fac1 

that some M~ Corponnc.ts Wlrld I more supenor ccooomK: power than some 

staleS, coupled .. «II tbe &btlit)' of noa-statc IICkJn 10 \&lie roror apnut stases undcnmnes the 

T'becwy of tIqanoruc Slat)llity RislD8 poverty tc:\lels 10 the SouIh. political ad economK 

Instability around the world, toaether WIth the sprad of lbdIy diseases appear to overwhelm 

thetheoryundercoRSlderabon 

The spread of dcmocraDc values abo tunden the elcme81 of umlateralism Inherent In the 

thtor}. lbe nature of transnational cnmet and the prolifemhon of nuclear "capons, a1so 

threaten the theory 10 the po!l-Cold WaJ mtemabonai system 

4.2 CONCLt'SION 

n.r racarc:b fiDdlnp show Ibm the cbaJ~ of the Theory of HegemOnic Stability In the 

poII-CoIdWar~systcmoutwelgbtherelevancc. For thiS reason. the chanu foriU 

IppllCltlonl'malJInaJ T'ha:llSnottosaylhatltlslCrelevanl. arlea.st.thetheory'sassumptJon 

(also the hypothesiS of the study) that heacmoruc decline c:..es iDllab1hty In the 

International system bas bcc:n proven n&tit The link between AmenCln heJemonic decline 

and Widespread econonuc: IDd poIiUcaJ instability lD the pott-Coid War ImematlonIl system 

suppGrtslhls 

In Ihe hgbt of the researcb flJldlDp. SUI&le-swe lcadmhlp of the InlCmlbOllll Iystem, IS 

_byIheTbcoryofHe_cStab'hty .............. lObe_onlbepost. 

CoIdWar ..... R>lhc<.IDObJ.poIanty_lObe .... I .. <>flheprnodundtrcon"dcrwon. 
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SUIa thai &R: most likely to slw'e ~p of the Internabonal $ys&cm are Bntaift, France. 

Gamaay.Japan. UDltcds.....ond~lyCbtno. 

As Amemaa hesemonr erodes., • more tran:sfonned \len Ion of hqaDoay WIll gradually 

rcplac:e It in me 21- century MultJ-901anty as some wntcrs argue or "grotf' ~~"""'Y" u 

thcresarc;:hc:rc;:.allsrcwiUpI'e\-"&IlmthemternaboaaJ system. lntcrdepcndenoeofthcmaJOI' 

states will motivate cooperatIOn and make them facilitate the proVIsion of pubhc;: aoocb· 

Two beiCfUOlUc groups are likely to dommate the IntemlitlOnai system- the economiC;: and 

pohbcal hegemomc 8JOUP5. 'The: CCOnofnlC hegemons are hkely to IRclude Japan. the US, 

au ... Oamuy. FI'1IDCe and Bntaln TIus group wdl domtnalt the tnternational economlC 

1yMeIn. TbeJTOUpW111 pouc::I tbc power 10 marupula&e the WOJIc. of the three moiClmpol'Wll 

lIIICnIIIIIoMI CCODonuc Insbtubonl- The Wortd &uk. IMF and the WTO. CurrentJY. the 

~ or FI~I (0-8) seems potSCd to uswne leldeRtup of the IntanllJOnaJ e:c;:onorruc;: 

sy*m II.~ that a reformed UN Sccunty CountillS most likely to bepn the evolution 

or thiS aroup Addlhonally, a refonncd UN Secunty Council would have IJ'C8ICr legitimacy 

in lcadina the tntemabonal pohtical system to produce pubhc goods. The US, Sntaln. Frmce, 

Russ ... Chioa. Oennany ..... JopIII II< lIbIy 10 b< mcmben of the pohncol hqp:moouc 

group. Howewt', 50IDC sta1c:S like Britalft, France and tbe US art likely to be pan of both 

htrentonlC grou~ owmg to tbctr po"o'u and UIC1'tlveneu Throuah be:ne\ooIeoc:c and 

cocraoa.tbetwohqp:moouc~",ouJdbcabictobcaerrnanagechaJ.lcnsinasituatt0n5of 

the ___ (IoU "",my exaccrboboo I0Il """",m) bet1er than.inaIc_ 

......... y 
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StaleS thai are most likely to share lcadershJp of the IMemahonai system are BntaUl. France. 

G<oaaoy.Japon. U .. Ied_ .. d~lyCInnL 

As Amencan hegcmooy erodes •• more t:ra.Mformed vmilon of hcJCft!Ofly "'111 gndlY..lly 

rtpIace il in the 21'" century. Mulo-polanty as some Wtllen argue Of "growp M~"'IIrY- as 

the racarc:her calls It WlU prt'\"1 tn the tntemahonaJ SYSlem. Inlerdependence of the major 

swa W111 motIvak toOperabOD and make them facilitate the proViSIon ofpubhc goods. 

Two begemoruc; groups are hkely to dommate the Inlernational syttem· the ec::onomie and 

pohoca.l hegemonic gro •. The economic hcsemons are hkely to Include Japan, the US. 

ctuoa.. Germany. Fraace lad Bntam This group wdl dominate the tntc:mabonaJ economic 

I)'SIeIn The poop will poua the power to maDlpulMe the won. of the thrcc: most Important 

IntemalIonaI ccononne imtitubont- The: World Bank. IMF and the wrO. CUrrently, the 

Group of EIJht (0·8) teems polled to assume lcedenhlp of the In1emI.bonIJ econonuc 

IystCm 1lIr poIiDc.&I tqemons are moll likely to be the secoad tqemonlC group. These 

System II appean mat • reformed UN Secunly Council IS most likely to helPn the evohman 

or tbis J.fOUP AddJbonally, a reformed UN Sec:urity Council would have srater IelPtimacy 

in lea.dm& the International pohuc:al system to produce public aoods. The US, Brilaia. Praacc. 

Russ ... CIuna. Gcnnany. ud Japan BJ< hkely 10 be ......,... of the pohneal \qomoruc: 

pup. However, lOme'" hke Bntatn. France and the US ate hkely to be part ofbolb 

hqemoruc: IfOUPS OWUII to their power and. at5C1'tIVtneU Throup benevolence and 

cocrtIOIl. thc: hWO bqemoeK groups would be'" to beDet InIAI.F thaJler¥ne SltuabOns of 

1h<_~(hke_"""-""'.en'O",m)-'lhansmaJe_ 

.........., 
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S&a&cs !.hat are most hke!} to share lc8dersblp of the InternIboMJ sys&cm IR Bntatn. Fraocc, 

Gcrmaoy. Japan. Uruted States, and probIbIy China. 

4.2.1 l'heRescarther'sPredictioa 

As Ammcan hegemony erodes, • mote traDSformed Version of hqaDoay WlII gradually 

rcpIIcc it 111 the 21- cmrury MWti-polanty as some wnters argue: Of "gr-olfJ ~tffOtf)''' as 

the resc:arc:hc:r tails d wiU pre",d in the Intemabona! systtm. Interdependence ofthc major 

states w.1I motivate coopen11Ofl and make them faclhtalc the proViSIon of public: pds 

Two be&cmoruc I10UPS are hkely to dominate the mternatlonal system- lhe economIc and 

pohucal btploruc groups The econonuc hcgemons are hkely 10 Include Japan. the US, 

Clu .. GamaPy. France and Bnt&m This group Wlll donunatt the mternational economic 

S} stem. 'The poop w.1I poucI the: po'W'CI' to marupulac the 'fI'Ork of the three most Important 

.-.......... ,""' ........ The World 8oJIIt. IMF and IIoe WTO. Curmllly. \he 

~ of Eight (0-8) scam pou:ed 10 assume Ic:adcnhlp of the IIIIemItional e(.Onon'llc 

sysICm . Thepoliocal~ ... _lJkdylObellle_IlcJ<mon,<group. Th<o< 

~ W111 posK$$ the: po'NC'l' to donunafe ISS~ of war and peace In the mtemabonaJ 

system. It appears d:Ia1. reformed UN SccWlty Council IS mOSt likely to be"n the evolUbon 

of tlus poUJ:I Additionally. a reformed UN Secunty Council would have sreater k:IIUmacy 

In leadm.a the mtemlbonal politICal system CO prodtac:e public goods. The US. Bntaln. Frmoe. 

R ....... C1Uao, Germany. and J .... arc I,kel, 10 be membets 0( IIoe poI,nco! hegemoruc 

group. ~. some states like Britam, France and the US ~ hkely to be JE1 of' both 

beatmon,C groups 0,",108 to then ~~ and UIe1tl\cneu TJvouah beaevolence and 

cocraoa. the rwo begcmomc groups \Ioould be Ib&c to beaer manage challcnpn. SltuabonS of 

1IIe __ (blte_.......-lIIdterronsm)h<n<rIhan.ma!eswe 

he~"Cmoay 
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