








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































256 Garvey and Garveyism

ness in the American Negro, and aptly illustrated the vrtal
portance of the dynamm agitator in the history of freedom._

“Mills’ phrase is — ‘it is always the discontented that mak es
for progress’. Garvey was that, and one day Jamaica Wﬂl __
his memory adequate homage.”

He further stated that West Indian Federation is a
to the American neighbour to honour the finest element in hur
nature, and closed the article by stating: .

“There is real room for adding American friendship to the
English connection, but it must be a friendship wherem the
terms are shaped by the West Indian nation on a basis of
equality with the American neighbour. In this way the United
States will repay the debt they owe to the West Indies in the
best of the American tradition.” :
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CHAPTER 44.

“Africa for the Africans, those at home and those abroad”,
is not merely a slogan, but it is a just demand, a reasonable
expectation, a righteous hope, a faith in the Creator’s purpose.
It is the pulsating heart of Garveyism; therefore a vibrant call
for dedicated Negro lives, and a challenge to the integrity of
Colonial Powers in that continent.

How well it has succeeded in the homeland, its trials and
struggles leading to its eventual fulfilment are evidenced in the
secret reports in the archives of the Colonial Offices of England,
France, Belgium, Italy, Portugal and Spain, to which few
writers will have access, as they prove what awakened black
minds can achieve in defiance of lashings, imprisonment and
bullets. It would hurt the prestige of Colonial Powers for the
world to know that a lone black man caused them so much
concern; that their Statesmen had their ears to the ground to
hear of his every movement and utterances. Thought they —
If Garvey was not stirring up a mass uprising, was he playing
for a convenient time? Or was it to be a sit-down strike in
the mines and elsewhere? Above all what was going on in the
minds of these Africans? What messages were the tom-tom drums
relaying in the dead of night? House-boys (house servants)
were being suspected, so were Headmen, even when they dis-
claimed any knowledge of Garvey, or of trouble brewing. It
would be unwise even at this time to record names of those
who journeyed to all parts of Africa to spread the doctrine of
freedom.

There could be no full scale acceptance to the invitation
of the King of Abyssinia in 1922, as the only means of trans-
portation at that time was by ships to the Port of Djibuti, then
by French railroad to Addis Ababa, the capital — a costly and
tedious journey by which one could not easily transport
machinery and household goods. However, many individuals
went, and were well received by the government which was
only too glad to utilize their professional and technical skill.
The French and Italian governments became greatly perturbed,
and asked Abyssinia to stop the influx of Western world Negroes,
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.: E‘:
as they may form a pocket there, and trickle over the borders to ¥

stir up trouble. From then on persons desirous of going had to
get the Abyssinian Consul-General to get jobs for them with the
government, especially in schools, or satisfy him and his Gov-
ernment of the immigrants’ financial ability to set himself up
in business. They also had to declare that they were not con-

nected with the Garvey movement.

Although the Liberian Government required a declaration,
even more stringent, yet the Garveyites have continued to get
into the country. In his life-time Garvey had a common under-
standing with them, that their denunciation of him was to
pursue the work of Garveyism in Africa, to help leaven the
whole.

From other parts of Africa, both Seamen and Students have
been indoctrinated in Garveyism in England, France and the
US.A,, and on their return home, quietly and secretly spread
the gospel of Unity and Freedom; some have become leaders,
others have created dedicated followers by their teaching and
inspired faith. It is not difficult to maintain loyalty in fol-
lowers to the cause of liberty in a land of their own, where
they are in the majority.

Seamen have done magnificent work in carrying the Negro
World and leaflets in basic English, to ports of Africa and Asia.
A seaman once said that when his ship docked at Vladivostok,
East Russia, he said to himself, “here is where I won’t be able
to make a single contact”; but he was wrong; before he left
that port, he was introduced to two West Indians who had mar-
ried Russian women, and made their homes there. Said he,
the pride and joy in the eyes of those men were indescribable
when he told them of the world movement for freedom led by
Garvey, and handed them the literature. Seamen set up Chap-
ters of the UN.LA. in out of the way places like Sydney, Aus-
tralia, and Honolulu, Hawaii.

During the years Garvey had representatives of the U.N.LA.
in Paris and London; besides there was always an African re-
presentative in London to keep in personal touch with Africans
working for freedom. The expense was terrific. Some had to
give up the work because of lack of funds; others worked in
their spare time for a gratuity, which, quite often, Garvey had
to give out of his salary, as this did not seem so important a
work to his colleagues. At times Garvey could not risk the
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person’s identity being known to them, or if the reward was
made for valuable information sent personally to Garvey.

Under the adversity of European rule in Africa, tribal wars
were suppressed so that all Africans could be available, and in
condition to exploit the mineral and other resources for the
benefit of European companies and cartels. This also had the
effect of uniting all Africans in a common cause of freedom from
the white man’s rule.

Garveyism brought to all Africa the heartening assurance
that their descendants in the New World, and indeed every-
where, are one with them in the struggle to throw off European
yolk, and that it was a possibility. For, argued Garvey, in a
speech, March, 1923:

“The germ of European malice, revenge and antagonism
is so deeply rooted among certain of the contending powers that
in a short while we feel sure that they will present to Negroes
the opportunity for which we are organized.

“Out of the very reconstruction of world affairs will come
the glorious opportunity for Africa’s freedom to build a national
power in the Motherland . . . the critics ask, is this possible? and
the four hundred mﬂlmn courageous Negroes of the world
answer — Yes.

“Let no man, let no power on earth turn you from this
sacred Cause of liberty. I prefer to die, at this moment, rather
than cease my work for the freedom of Africa.”

Garvey had no intention of going to Airica for the purpose
of stirring up revolt. He knew his people would be mowed
down by machine-gun, and he hated bloodshed. Many rumours
were purposely spread to keep Colonial Officials worried and
uncertain of themselves. After Garvey’s deportation from
America, it was reported that he would try to enter Africa dis-
guised as a Seaman. The same source reported that if he did
he wouldnt be imprisoned, as that would make a martyr of him,
and fan the smoldering fire of freedom into a flame; but that
he would be done to death quietly by one of his own people,
and his body dumped at sea. He was also barred from entry
otherwise. He had to be content to remain afar and publicize
the struggle for his beloved Africa; for while they could bar
Garvey in the flesh, they could not contain his spirit of freedom,
then permeating the very air of Africa. For said he, “I am
only the forerunner of an awakened Africa, that shall never go
back to sleep.”
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Mohammedanism is more of a unifying religious force in
Africa than the Christian religion, splintered as it is into many
denominations, yet the latter have done very good work in the
educational field there.

As awakened Africans started to shake themselves free of
their encumbrances, Prime Minister Jan Smuts of South Africa
sensed the danger, particularly to his territory, and in an effort
“to strengthen white South Africa” he made overtures to all
European nations, for joint European exploitation of Africa,
under a Regional system — East, West and South. 'White Amer-
icans were also invited to participate. @ He said to American
Correspondents at an interview:

“Africa is teeming with wealth . . . I am all in favour of
white Americans coming to Africa with their capital and I sug-
gest the idea of consultive councils in which America, as well
as Britain, France, Belgium, Portugal, Spain and other interested
countries would be represented.”

This proposed European-American plan coincided with
those of the Axis Partners (Hitler and Mussolini) who exerted
pressure, ineffectively however, on France, to become a pas-
sive Axis Partner in the following scheme, the report of which
was released by Arno Dosch-Fleurot, from Marseilles in October,
1940, and stated:

“The Axis Powers are now directing the attention of Con-
tinental Europeans to the vast continent to the South. An
European-African autarchy is, they say, made necessary by the
new distribution of the world power. ‘Europe the head, Africa
the body’, is one of their slogans. ‘Defence of European civi-
lization in Africa,’ is another. The pre-war partition, with Bri-
tain and France holding most of the territory is, according to
Axis publicists, against the general European interests. They
propose to open Africa to general European settlement, with the
greatest power in Africa going to the countries capable of send-
ing the biggest number of settlers. These countries are Italy,
Germany, Scandinavia and the various Slavonic countries of
Central Europe. The same countries which earlier provided the
United States with most of its immigrants.

“Due note is taken by the Axis of the fact that emigrants
previously became citizens of the countries of their adoption.
In the new African settlements, ties of emigrants to their home
countries are not to be cut. Under the plan of the Dictators,
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each European country with settlers in Africa, will have a Do-
minion in Africa.”

The intention of both of these plans was to use Africans to
provide, procure and process for shipment, the wealth of Africa
to the marts of Europe and America; so as to enrich and exalt
white nations; Africans being regarded by them as the “lesser
breed” — the beasts of burden for them. However after World
War II both vanquished and the exhausted victors had to change
their plans, and face the stern reality of Asian and African de-
mands.

In April, 1923, Garvey, in his article to the Negro World —
“Who and what is a Negro?” — made the following statement
regarding the political amalgamation of the white and coloured
peoples in South Africa:

“More than a year ago the natives of South Africa started
to press the limited white population to the wall in the demand
of ‘Africa for the Africans’. The prejudiced Boers and others
were willing then to let down the colour bar and admit to their
ranks socially and otherwise the half-breed coloured people
whom they once classified as impossible hybrids, to be despised
by both whites and natives. Now they are endeavouring to
make common cause with them, so as to strengthen their posi-
tion against the threatening ascendancy of the demand for a
free and redeemed Africa for the blacks of the world.

“In an editorial dated March 29, 1923, the Abantu-Batho
of Johannesburg states among other things:

‘The Cape coloured people have been promised absorption
by politicians, particularly those of the Dutch race . . . Indeed
we are suspicious that all this talk about absorption is a political
trap which has been set to capture the coloured vote in the Cape.
It is the business of the politician to strengthen his position by
getting as many supporters as possible. To do this, he must, of
necessity, be diplomatic. That is to say, he must know how
to get around the people, and the only way to do this, is to put
before them a beautiful picture of what one intends to do. There
can be no doubt that to the Cape Coloured people the idea of
their absorption by the white race presents a beautiful ideal,
for the attainment of which they are prepared to sacrifice every-
thing. They cannot be blamed, for this. As a distinct com-
munity they have no past, no traditions, no laws, and no langu-
age which constitute the pride of every race of mankind. These
sons of Hagar are in an awkward position They despise the
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people of Hagar, because Hagar’s people are despised by the ¥

people of Abraham. They are suffering because of the gulf
that exists between their mothers’ people and those of their

fathers . . . The difference between the treatment meted out to

the Coloured people and the Africans does not in any way signify
that the whites have more consideration for the Coloured people,
It will be remembered that when Lord Selborne left this country
in 1909, he warned the white people of South Africa against
putting the Cape Coloured people in the same category as
Africans, because that would unite the two sections of the
African peoples to fight for their common rights. Since then, the
policy has been to differentiate in the treatment of the two sec-
tions so as to make combined action impossible. Thus it is
not saying too much to aver that the real object is to make the
Cape Coloured people a buffer between Africans and Europeans.
As a buffer the Cape Coloured people can never have the same
rights as whites. Now the question is: what are they to do?
Will they be satisfied with a position of this kind? Or will they
follow the lead of our cousins in America and classify them-
selves as Africans? In our opinion this is the only way to the
salvation of the Cape Coloured people. They are Africans and
not Europeans, and the sooner they realize it the better.

“White people will seek every opportunity to fraternize
with any race in the world, even the one despised yesterday, if
by so doing they can strengthen their position, whether it be in
Europe, Africa or elsewhere, but it is for four hundred million
people who have been discriminated against throughout the
world to take a decided stand, and for once we will agree with
the white American, that one drop of Negro blood makes a man
a Negro; so that 100 per cent Negroes, and even 1 per cent
Negroes will stand together as one mighty whole to strike
a universal blow for liberty and recognition in Africa.”

White South Africans did use the Coloured people to fur-
ther their own political and racial interests, but thirty-three
years later — when their numbers had been equalized by
European emigrants — their votes were taken from them, and
they were relegated to the category of “native Africans”.

The answer to the question — what became of the African
slaves taken to Europe, Central and South America, during the
traffic in human beings? — is contained in one word, absorption.

In England, 1772, a test-case was made by Granville Sharpe,
in which he produced an African slave in Court, and argued
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before Judge Mansfield, that slavery was incompatible with
English law. The Judge’s decision freed approximately fifteen
thousand slaves in England, at that time. Freed slaves and
their descendants have contributed to Europe’s greatness, but
history written by white hands, ignores any mention of them,
except in a few isolated cases such as Pushkin of Russia and
Dumas of France.

All of the New World, from Canada to Chile, received
African slaves. Brazil received the greatest number through the
Portuguese traffic, and countries like Chile and Canada, the
least amount. All of these slaves have been absorbed into the
majority populations, of Indian-Spanish, and Anglo-French.
Thus Africans have contributed to the development of the wild
countries of Central and South America. Their blood has been
mixed with the Indians and watered the sod to throw off the
yolk of European oppression, and bring independence to Spanish
and Portuguese speaking Americas.

He has enriched the culture of these countries with his
buoyancy of spirit, his Faith in God; the music of his soul in
song and dance, even when all seems lost; also the durability
of his stock under adverse conditions has strengthened the In-
dian, Spanish and Portuguese stock to survive and procreate
abundantly. Thus have these countries gained materially and
spiritually while Africa is not given any credit for same.

The need for ships of our own is still great, although we
now have an alternative mode of transportation by aeroplanes.
The West Indian Shipping Company has been in operation for
years. Ghana (Gold Coast), the first African nation to emerge
from Colonial rule, launched its first ship of the Black Star Line
of Ghana, at the close of 1957, and showed the world what
Africans can do on their own.

Under their own national registry, saboteurs can be dealt
with summarily, as a deterrent to others who may succumb to
bribery and corruption, and attempt to destroy their own Ship-
ping Line.

“Garvey’s Voice”, the present mouthpiece of the U.N.LA.
is being circulated in all parts of Africa. Coloured newspaper
men in America who used to ridicule Garvey and sneer at Africa
and its people, now take pride to write about the progress being
made in “that rich continent by our blood brothers.”

The great essentials of the character of a people are in-
tegrity and stamina; these determine their ability, nat only to



shape civilization to their needs and ambitions, m"' "5"'" "
they are able to maintain same; but the type of p 0g : th
rear to carry on the legacies they leave behind, in heir w
of life, and their contacts with weaker peoples.

Since civilization is but a continuity of movement, a
lifespan of particular types is counted in centuries, ﬂw ica-
tions are that the darker races of the world will be ne: *’1
ascendency. Let us therefore continue to build moral qualitie
in our character so as to insure peace and happiness for all.
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CHAPTER 45.

To whom shall we liken this man? The “New York News”
described him:

“As ruthless as Napoleon. As zealous as John Brown, Mar-
cus Garvey has become the world storm center of his race’s
fight for equality. Who can say that after the storm, the atmo-
sphere will not be clear?”

In an article to the “Jamaica Standard”, January 26, 1939,
Randolph Williams, formerly employed to the Organization,
gave another comparison, thus:

“Like Frankenstein, he discovered late that he had created
a huge thing, that he alone could not manage, and that he could
not trust others to help him with, fearing that his helpers, not
understanding the intricate mechanism of this thing would de-
stroy it. He had worked out a programme that needed a few
generations for its completion, something that was no one-man’s
job, he attempted to accomplish it in a single generation, and
chiefly by himself. He suffered from great impatience, and
was constantly mortified that others could not give themselves
up as completely to the Cause as he could. Because of this
great impatience, when he should have put all the resources of
his huge Association behind one single project, and ‘put it over!’
he tackled half a dozen and succeeded with none.”

To a Coloured critic in London, he likened him physically
to Dessaline, one of Toussaint L’Overture’s generals. A man
who came to scoff at one of his meetings, left converted, and
said, “that man is a God-sent leader.”

The Editor of the “Kansas City Call”, February 20, 1925,
called him a Zealot and an Iconoclast. In conclusion he won-

dered if after all he had not evoked the admiration of white
men by his smashing changes:

“His call to the Negro to be his own man, has helped us.
We wonder if there is not deep down in the hearts of white
men, who have seen the uniform conservatism of the Negro in
America, an admiration for this one black man in recent times,
who objected to the conditions and did what he could to change
them. We are sure we are proud of Nat Turner, and every
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other black man, who in slavery days objected to that evil, and ;
it does not lessen our pride in them, that they too were law

breakers.”
In a letter to the New York Sun, August 8, 1922, a Cor-

respondent likened him to — the “Stormy Petrel” of his Race —
A plain ordinary man, well educated, but without the pride of

learning which is characteristic of some of the more notable of

his critics; who cannot understand how he has got such a hold

on the masses, whom they have for years neglected and looked
upon with a sort of pitying contempt. These people know that
Garvey does not despise them, and that he is honestly trying to
help them, and they will follow him to the ends of the earth.”

A Brooklynite writing in the Negro World called him “a
Black Moses, who endowed from God with the gifts of faith
and courage wrought miracles for his people in a shorter time
than it took Moses leading the children of Israel toward the
promised land; they having Jehovah’s own presence with them,
supplying their material and spiritual needs, fighting their
battles, and conquering their enemies.”

A New York World Reporter, who had studied Garvey
while reporting his Conventions and trial, described him in a
Sunday issue of the newspaper, June, 1923, as a Group Psycho-
logist and Idealist Planner, but not practical. He wrote:

“Marcus Garvey can lay claim to being a most successful
student of group psychology. His powers to weld Negroes, —
heterogeneous in thought and environment — into one solid
phalanx, working for the same ideals, have been almost un-
canny. A forceful and convincing speaker, nimble-minded in
debate, and seldom permitting himself to be put on the de-
fensive; it is an interesting study watching him exercise complete
mastery over a gathering of from three to five thousand of his
followers.

“A witness during the trial likened the Defendant when
speaking to his audience to a Master-Musician, who had com-
plete control of his instrument, and playing on it at will. It
was a fitting description of Garvey holding his audience com-
pletely under his spell at Liberty Hall . . .

“Conceiving and attempting to put over big things is his
speciality. Even Harlem with more than 180,000 Negroes has
only come within the range of his mental calculations merely
as a spoke in the wheel. Few of his ideas ever reached the
stage of fruition, but this was not because all of them were
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- devoid of merit. There were some deserving of favourable con-
. sideration. But idealism is one thing, the application of prac-
© tical methods is another. With him practicability very often
" had to give way to idealism and egotism.”

Some writers mistakenly named him “Marcus Aurelius”,
~ until it was thought by many that Aurelius was his middle-name,
 because this Philosopher is identified with the thinking that
. instead of disliking or despising people unlike us, we ought to

act on the premise that “the Universe has need of them”.

The name Garvey was given to my great grand father by
~  his slave master, in place of his African name, said he. “I shall

so work that in the years to come, this name shall be synony-
mous with FREEDOM.”

A former Associate said of Garvey: “If you are a hard
worker he is easy to get along with, but when angered or
antagonized he bellows defiance. Being born under the influ-
ence of Leo — the Lion — may have some effect on his dis-
position.”

After he left us in Jamaica, he sent from England a Horo-
scope for each child, stating that these would help me to under-
stand their respective dispositions better, and to develop their
best qualities. Julius, being born on the 16th August, and his
Dad on the 17th, they come under the same planetary influences.
To those who believe in Destiny, and say, “it is written in the
stars,” or for the curious and skeptical, the Horoscope reads as
follows:

“You are proud of Race and readily won by kindness. You
love the big things of life, and are inclined to ignore the de-
tails too much. You make an excellent leader, and are best
in a position of authority or responsibility. =~ You have fixed
opinions, and it is difficult for anyone to make you change your
mind once it is made up.

“You are fond of large schemes, and have great organizing
ability. You aim very high, almost at an impossible state of
perfection. You are proud and contemptous when hurt or of-
fended, haughty and arrogant when angry; yet you have a very
forgiving nature. You have a great power of good in you, and
can inspire others to accomplish much. You are inclined to
be altruistic and will act in the interests of others and against
yourself, if your sympathy is aroused. You are magnetic and
very powerful in exerting your influence.

“Your strongest point is your organizing power. You have
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great ideals, which lead you to undertake gigantic concerns. A
generous nature, which prompts you to do much for others.
Faith and trust in your fellowmen, which will often brmg thy
best out of other people.

“The weakness of your character lies in a liability to b&
abnormally proud and vain, and in some cases egotistical and
self-applauding. Passionate and sweeping in your anger, u-r-_'
at times a little too presumptuous. 1

“You must have charge of others, whether few or many,
to be at your best. A subordinate position never contents you,
you are too proud to be menial, and will therefore work yﬂu:;‘
way up, because of your ambition to be in a superior position”.

Heredity, environmental pressures — both kindly and cruel
— perhaps Destiny, too, had a hand in making Garvey what
he was, because of what he did.



CHAPTER 46.
One should be judged by one’s deeds and words, but no

. preconceived calculating analyses of paragraphs taken out of
. their context can do justice to a character whose ideals were

i

considered revolting to the ruling systems of his time. Because
this would be tantamount to a post mortem examination —
opinion arrived at by dissection and deductions; which is to
be avoided, hence the following article, “Truth our Weapon”,
from the “Blackman”, July, 1935, and his poetic thoughts on
the Church on earth, inspired because of the Italo-Abyssinia
war:

“It is said that in Nature ‘nothing happens before its time.’
This suggests that Nature or Nature’s God has a unique or par-
ticular way of dealing with phenomena; so that which looks
unusual to the human mind, and sometimes out of sorts, even
unkind, can well be understood by properly considering the
peculiarity of the great Source of Life. The Negro presents an
unfortunate picture in the world from the social, economic,
political and general point of view; so much so that everywhere
he has been regarded with derision, contempt, and even hate
and disgust. The Negro himself has often felt the lash of his
own condition, but to the thoughtful student, the very condi-
tions that our civilizations have forced upon him, are beacons
showing him the way toward the harbour of human refuge
through Nature’s peculiarities.

“Nature has a way of teaching her lessons. The Negro is
being taught his, so we must not become entirely broken in
spirit, and discouraged by the lash of circumstances. Handicaps
placed upon him by his contemporaries of other races are but
stimuli toward his reaching out after the highest and noblest
in the accomplishment of the human genius of the mind. The
man who does not profit from his environment is a hopeless
fool. Surely the Negroes of America, the West Indies and
Africa are not such fools as not to profit by their present environ-
ments. They are being forced on toward something that is
bound to come. It is Nature’s way of spurring them; it is
Nature’s way of achieving the end.

269 .
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“For centuries the Negro has been merely an unfortunate
incident in the life of the civilizations that have surrounded
him. Surely he must have learned a lot? He has not been an
aggressor, but an observer. It is hoped that his sane and sober
observations will supply him with the necessary human material
to build a better civilization, when the white man has destroyed
that of the twentieth century. There is no doubt that the Negro's
chance will come when the smoke from the fire and ashes of
twentieth century civilization has blown off. There are some
who limit the Negro permanently to a place of inferiority, soci-
ally, politically and economically; but there may be a law which
is beyond the reach of all men, which settles the affairs of
humanity, and it is apparent that in the settlement the Negro
has much to expect in the future, having suffered so much in
the past.

“Some look upon prophesy as fairy tales, but if men are
really to worship under ‘their own vine and fig tree’, then Nature
must have had her plans laid down toward this accomplishment.
Slowly, though it seems, the Negro is travelling toward such a
destination. He must be encouraged toward this end; this is
the purpose of our Organization — to stir Negro minds all over
the world toward the glorious objective of the fulfilment of
Nature’s design. ‘Princes shall shall come out of Egypt, and
Ethiopia shall stretch forth her hand unto God’, was an in-
spired pronouncement of the Psalmist. The children of Ethi-
opia can be identified as being of the black race, scattered all
over the world, and so with the banner of hope they look for-
ward to a glorious future. There must be a stimulation of mind.
There must be a focusing of ambition, there must be a grasping
after truth, and with all a mighty determination to go through
to the accomplishment of that which is right.

“Righteousness shall be our breastplate, the word of Truth
shall be our weapons, the Cross of Christ shall be our imple-
ment, so that those mighty races and nations shall not break
through, in the mighty rush of Negro hope and aspirations. Be
not downcast black men wherever you are. Look up, think
nobly, act honestly, and as sure as the sun shines, and God
reigns in Heaven, Nature shall, even through adversity, forge a
place for you that you may indeed worship under your own vine
and fig tree.

“The Church of God on Earth today
Is scandal of the King;
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It teaches men to sing and pray,

For golden wealth to bring.

It sanctifies the cause of war,

And winks at evil deeds:

It sends its ‘saints’ and men afar

To preach the Victor’s creeds.

The Blacks and weaker sets of Men
Are robbed and killed galore;

The Church looks o’er Commandments ten,
As tyrants kill some more.

The lands that God gave men to dwell
Are taken by the sword

As preachers go, their creeds to sell
To those who heed their word.
Almighty God looks down on Earth
To see the Church in sin,

And so we pray for Cleansing Birth
To let the Master in.

And when the Gentle Jesus leads,
The Priests and Pastors too,

Shall see the growth of harvest seeds
That blend with every hue”.

If Garvey had been born and grew up in America, he would
not have been an International Leader.

If he had not left Jamaica, and travelled so extensively, he
would not have had the sympathetic urge to change the con-
ditions of the entire race.

If he had been born in Africa, he could not have had any
greater love for this Land of Sorrow; probably a born African
would have limited his Messianic programme to the continent.
It seems destined that one of the Dispersed Sons should spear-
head the struggle for its redemption, and unity with those
abroad.

If he was not the son of his father, he would not have had
the courage to defy the powers of man, with the recklessness
that disregards personal safety. How else could he had been
able to submerge the roles of husband and father, and make
sacrifices of his family on the altar of African Redemption, with
the zeal and solemnity of a Devotee?

If he was not inspired as a Messenger of his Race, he
could not, and would not have suffered all he did daily. With
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his ability and personality he could have earned enough to live
comfortably, instead of like a hunted animal, teased, jeered,
abused, his life threatened. Self-preservation is instinctive in
the average man, but to Garvey what happened to him — one
man, was nothing compared to what was happening to millions
of his people everywhere.

The Voice of Africa can never be silenced again, or lulled
into apathy and inertia. It betokens the Spirit of New Life —
the life of a redeemed people, striving toward Nationhood.

Toward the end of May, 1940, a black man — News Cor- |
respondent in England, — in a final effort to hasten Garvey’s =
end, sent out a news report that he had died in poverty. His
Secretary tried to keep the newspapers with the report from
him, but Overseas cables came often, he became suspicious and =
on the 5th June, demanded that all his mail be brought to him.

She broke the news to him, he was sad; but when he saw the
Coloured American press clippings — contained in letters — in
which the Editors, in vicious glee had drawn on their own evil
imaginations — he uttered a loud groan, held his head, and
slumped in his chair.

When-he was revived and attended to by the Doctor, he
made signs that he wanted to dictate a message to the Press, but
his speech was almost gone, and he shook with anguish at his
inability to answer back his gloating enemies.

During the few remaining days of his life, he was con-
scious of happenings, not only around him, but of the major
events of the world war: Belgium and Holland surrendered,
British troops got their baptism of death at Dunkirk, Italy de-
clared war on Britain and France, Germans occupied Paris. To
all these series of events he indicated his interest by nodding
his head, or turning it from side to side, slowly, and sadly. This
Captain of the Negro Race, no longer in command, albeit he
had the satisfaction of knowing that he had weathered the
storms; his log-book showed his day to day encounter with
Nuatwe’s most unpredictable and unstable Force — MAN. His
gratification is expressed in these verses:

“Our Fathers sowed with blood and tears
The seed that ripens with the years; —
The glorious hour of harvest nears

Africa for Africans.
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We shall forgive, but not forget —

The shackle bruises ranckle yet,

And still with blood the ground is wet —
Africa for Africans.

The darkness thins, the dawn is nigh,

Its promise swells the pregnant sky,

And soon shall burst the thunderous cry —
Africa for Africans.”

The first International Leader to unite in thought and action
the scattered members of his Race — not as Allies in a war,
but as Blood-Brothers in the pursuit of Freedom, Peace and
Security — lay in the gathering darkness of his room, on the
10th of June, 1940; his thoughts travelled from those whom he
was leaving behind, and spiritually he pleaded with his Maker,
in the words of his “Guiding Hymn"":

“Forgive, O Lord my errors,
Help me to all forgive
And save us from life’s terrors
And peaceful let us live.

“Let good-will ever guide me
Till life’s brief span be done,
Then with my fathers hide me
That we may still be One”.



CHAPTER 47.

ALL JAMAICA HONOURS GARVEY.
It is said that people who live in the Tropics, live nearest

to Nature. When Nature gets angry they feel her punishment,

through hurricanes, earthquakes and drought, and when Nature
smiles her children rejoice. The afternoon of November 4th,
1956, Dame Nature was at her best. Previous showers had
made the grass green, the trees looked refreshed, fog hung over
Blue Mountain Peak, and the lower ridges of Red Hills and
Stony Hill showed shades of purple, deep blue, and leafy green,
softened by mist. These hills formed the background of
George VI Park — formerly Kingston Race Course. This was
the setting for the unveiling of a bust to the memory of Marcus
Mosiah Garvey.

Nearly seventeen years after his death when many of his
prophesies were being fulfilled, and his progressive plans adopt-
ed and carried out, in the House of Representatives, the King-
ston and St. Andrew Corporation, and the Parochial Councils,
they were making amends to him. Twenty-seven years ago,
through the Peoples Political Party, he had appealed to them
to help him ring in the changes in the life of Jamaica. Today
changes were evident everywhere; for the first time in its his-
tory a black man’s bust would grace the main park.

All classes of the Island and foreign invitees were there to
take part in the ceremony, which had its inception years be-
fore when Kenneth Hill — then Mayor, — proposed it, and the
present Mayor and Councillors brought it to its climax. Sculptor
Alvin Marriott — a Jamaican, — had done, not only a good job,
but for years had pressed to have it bronzed and erected. The
arrangements for the occasion were carefully and well planned
by the Corporation, and Representatives from Government,
military and social services — all willing to help, so that the
ceremony would be truly representative of all Jamaica. In-
vitations had been sent out to persons representative of all
walks of life. Thousands assembled.

On parade were the Military Band in the colourful zouave
dress uniform of the Old West Indian Regiment — dark blue
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pants with cream leggings, scarlet tunics, cream shirts, topped

with tasseled cream round caps; their buttons and instruments
gleaming in the sun. A Police Guard of Honour, also in full
dress — Navy pants with red stripes, white coats, with leather
belts, white spiked helmets, and rifles — they stood motionless
waiting for orders. The Girl Guides and Boy Scout troops, also
hundreds of school children, representing different schools, com-
pleted the uniform ranks.

On the platform, built for the occasion were seated: Mrs.
A. Jacques Garvey, Widow, Rt. Rev. and Hon. P. W. Gibson,
Bishop of Jamaica, His Lordship, the Roman Catholic Bishop,
]J. McEleney, S.]., Members of the Executive Council, House of
Representatives and their wives. Among whom were: Ministers
F. A. Classpole, William Seivright, Sir Alexander Bustamante,
Leader of the Opposition, Hon. Douglas Fletcher, Lady Allan,
members of the Chamber of Commerce included Mr. Abe Issa
and Mr. C. B. Facey. Representatives of the Consular Corps.
Members of the Corporation Council and their wives. Mr. and
Mrs. Clare McFarlane — Poet Laureate; Mr. and Mrs. Ken Hill,
Rev. Jack Peel of the Anglican Parish Church, Assistant Com-
missioner of Police Noel Crosswell, Mr. J. Downes, Director of
Public Gardens, Dr. Varma of the Indian Progressive League,
Dr. Douglas of the Afro-West Indian League. Rev. Cowell
Lloyd of the Baptist Denomination. Mr. Bernard Lewis, Direc-
tor of the Institute, Mr. J. J. Mills, former Inspector of Schools,
Solicitor and Mrs. Neville Ashenheim; other Solicitors were
Messrs. Dayes, Calame and Evans. A Delegation of five persons
from the U.N.I.A. in America, headed by William Sherrill, Pres-
ident-General, Messrs. Arnold Crawford, Levi-Lord, Thomas
Benjamin, and Mrs. Walters of the Garvey Club, other pro-
minent persons too numerous to mention.

At 430 p.m. Sir Hugh Foot, the Governor, attended by his
A.D.C. arrived, and was received by Councillor Walker, Deputy
Mayor, and Mr. Russell Lewars, Town Clerk; on his way to
the platform the Band played the National Anthem. Hon. Nor-
man Manley, Q.C., Chief Minister arrived. Two outriders of
the Police Motor Cycle squad signified the arrival of the Mayor,
Councillor Balfour Barnswell, in his robes of Office. He was
escorted by Acting Police Commissioner L. P. Browning, while
the Police Guard of Honour under Assistant Superintendent
Neville Ernandez gave the salute. The Mayor inspected the
Guards, to the accompaniment of drums and bugles.  After
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which he proceeded to the stage.

The Town Clerk announced the singing of the Hymn (one

of Garvey’s favourites) “Shine on Eternal Light”. He next pre-

sented the Mayor, who presided over the function. In his ad-

dress he said, “Garvey, single-handed, lit the torch and illumin-
ated the dark corners of Jamaica, leading the people and lifting
them to a higher appreciation of themselves”. Dr. Leslie, Mayor

of Spanish Town, then read a paper on Negro History; before

doing so, he said that when he first went to New York City,
he took advantage of the many meetings held at Liberty Hall,
then he realized how little he knew of Ancient Negro history,
it was from Garvey he got the inspiration and stimulus to do
so much research.

A song was rendered by a large group of school children
conducted by Mrs. W. Sutherland, and accompanied by the
Band; followed by little Hugh Francis, singing unaccompanied,
“The Lord’s Prayer”, which was appealingly rendered. Mr.
Wycliffe Bennett, Pioneer Worker to establish Speech Festivals,
read a review of the life of Garvey, which was written by
Len Nembhard of the “Jamaica Times” After an Overture from
the Band, the Hon. Norman Manley gave an address, in which
he said:

“I am particularly glad that Mr. Marcus Garvey’s widow —
Mrs. Amy Jacques Garvey, is with us on this platform. I am
sure that if her husband were alive, he would have noted with
pride the great strides that the Negro peoples of the world
have made in the last twenty five years, and moreso in the
fields where he laboured.

“Since Garvey dreamed his great dream in America con-
siderable progress has been made by the people whom he
sought to serve, and at this moment they are witnessing in the
U.S.A. what is verily believed to be the end, the last stage of
the struggle of millions of Negro people there to achieve com-
plete equality in that land.

“If they looked across the water at the great continent of
Africa they saw — in spite of difficulties that beset many
countries — many groups of Negroes marching forward to
nationhood and freedom. The Gold Coast — Ghana, as they call
it — under the inspired leadership of that outstanding Negro
Statesman Kwame Nkrumah had made great strides. That coun-
try would outstrip all those in the Caribbean, and would become
the first Negro Dominion in the world. Here at home in
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Jamaica, they stood on the threshold of self-government, and he
was confident that after the Federation was launched — after the
first Federal Parliament was elected in 1958 — it would be but
a few short years within which self-government for Jamaica
and Dominion status for the British West Indies would be a
reality.

“It was right that those of them who had the honour and
privilege of leading the National Movement in these territories
should remember that they did not start from nowhere. They
started on the foundation of great pioneers that went before
them. In Marcus Garvey’s time in Jamaica, the determination
was the great task of breaking through the spirit of Colonialism,
and win for our people the sense of self-confidence and self-
respect — an acceptance of their own history, without which
the national spirit would not have been possible.

“That afternoon they would unveil the memorial in bronze
which would stand for all times, as a testimony of his love for
his people, and which would bear historic witness to the great
part he played in liberating the spirit and minds of his people.
That was a monument in bronze, but there was a greater and
deeper living monument that would go down through all ages —
because if they today had confidence in themselves, if they to-
day were able to look back on their own past with pride, then,
they would be worthy to be members of a great people, to
meet as equals among equals, and they owed that in a great
measure to the spirit of freedom, which Marcus Garvey liberated
in his own people.

“There could be no equality among men, there could be
no one society, until all races and all admixtures met in friend-
ship and harmony as equals; and only free men could meet
as equals with free men. Garvey stood to liberate the mind of
his people. That was his great contribution to history, and it
was their hope that that memorial would last longer than all the
bronze statues they could unveil for history and posterity to
see. May that great spirit abide with us always, inspire us to
take up the challenge and be worthy of those who have blazed
the trail and gone before.”

The Mayor mentioned that the two young Garveys —
Marcus and Julius were abroad, and could not attend on ac-
count of their studies. He then asked Mrs Garvey to stand,
amidst applause. Mrs Manley — the Sculptress who devoted
years of her time teaching and encouraging art in Jamaica —

G.G.—25
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motioned to Mrs Garvey to accompany her, while she grac usly
unveiled the bust, which had been placed on a ".--4.“-"-‘?".;
stand for the convenient view of the immense crowd, s
clapped and cheered. B
Then followed the laying on of wreaths, — by Councillor
Vickie Grant on behalf of the Mayor and Council, the Pres
Ceneral of the U. N. 1. A. on behalf of the American O n
tion, who gave a eulogy. Other Local Fraternities also I;
wreaths. The bust was later put on its base near the East g
of the Park, facing North looking up to the hills, “I will H&
mine eyes unto the hills from whence cometh my streagﬂi"




CHAPTER 48.

Marcus and Julius were able to obtain Secondary education
only through scholarships, and to attend Universities because
of my continued sacrifices; having no support from the Organi-
zation, although persons have used the names of “Garvey’s Sons”,
to collect funds only to pocket same. It was difficult after his
death to teach them to be proud of a Race, which had “let
them down”, and a father who had left them on its charity,
believing: “I have devoted my life to my people, surely if any-
thing happens to me they will look after my boys”.

Marcus obtained his B.A. degree (majoring in Economics
and Law) as an External Student, London University, while
working in the Government Service. Later he went to England
and received his LL.B. degree from the same University. He
did not take the Bar Finals, as he changed over to Civil
Engineering, for in this capacity he believed he could better serve
the needs of his people in a scientific Age.

Julius, after leaving High School, worked at a Government
Laboratory. He left for McGill University, Montreal, where he
graduated in 1957 with his B.Sc. degree, and gained his M.D.
in 1961.

The following are their replies to invitations sent them by
the Mayor and Council:-

35 Roland Gardens,
London, S.W.7,
29/10/56.
Sir;

I thank you for your gracious invitation contained in —
A/T/93, of the 23rd October. Owing to my preoccupation with
my present course of studies I am unfortunately unable to accept
your invitation to attend. But I can assure you that although
I may not be physically present, all my thoughts will be with
those attending this signal and unique occasion.

May I take this opportunity of conveying to His Worship
the Mayor, the Council of the Kingston and St. Andrew Corp-
oration, and all the other well-wishers who were instrumental
in conferring this mark of recognition upon my father, the deep
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sense of appreciation which I feel at this time.
I am, Sir,

Yours faithfully,

Marcus J. Garvey. 33
3509 Hutchinson Street, J.f]_
Montreal, P.Q., R
Canada. P
28/10/56.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter dated 23rd October, nos: A/7/93, 1
regret to say that I am unable to accept your most gracious
invitation. Although I cannot attend the ceremony because of
my studies here in Montreal, I shall be there in spirit, along
with the spirit of every true Jamaican.

My father was dedicated to the betterment of Coloured
people the world over, and I am proud and happy that his ser-
vices are being recognized in such a signal manner by fellow
Jamaicans.

May the Sun never set on the glory of man, for he is truly
God’s finest creation.

I am, Sir
Yours respectfully,
J. W. Garvey.

EULOGY OF WILLIAM SHERRILL.
CITIZENS OF JAMAICA:
GREETINGS:

I am happy that it is my good fortune to visit this Island
of Jamaica, and the great City of Kingston. We have been
deeply impressed with your kindness and hospitality, and the
courtesies shown our Delegation. We congratulate you on the
progress you are making in commerce, industry, and the great
strides toward self-government. We bring with us the best
wishes of Negro America for success in your advance toward
the goal of Statehood.

We have come to Jamaica at the invitation of His Worship
the Mayor to share with you the commemoration of a great
Jamaican — Marcus Garvey. One whose greatness and achieve-
ments extend far beyond the boundaries of this Island. Though
he is a son of Jamaica’s soil, he belongs, not alone to the people
of Jamaica, but to those millions of the world’s population that
struggle for freedom and independence in the United States of

=
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America and Africa. He belongs not only to our times, but
to the ages. His memory is written, not alone in bronze and
stone standing in your Public Park, but in the hearts of the
world’s millions, who fight to emancipate themselves from
economic and political bondage.

We commend you for the honour you give him today, yet
our hearts are grieved when we realize how little we appreci-
ated him in life. It appears however to be a weakness of man-
kind that he never appreciates his great benefactors at the time
they serve, and make their great contributions. It is only after

they have passed, and time gives us greater perspective, that we
are able to evaluate their work and greatness.

Garvey was indeed a great man, and when we say great,
we are not simply making a play on words. His greatness is
proven by the standard which measures greatness. Greatness
is determined by the impact a man’s work and teaching has on
his times. When viewing the individual and his work, we ask
ourselves — was the world different because he lived? The

answer to this question as it relates to Marcus Garvey places
him in the company of the Creat.

Because Garvey lived, Jamaica is different; Because Garvey
lived, Negro America is different; Because Garvey lived, Africa
is different. His work and teaching gave birth to a New Negro,
a New Africa, and this impact went a long way in shaping a
New World. For his cry was not alone ‘Africa for the Africans’,
but ‘Asia for the Asiatics’ and ‘Palestine for the Jews.’ He did
more to crystalize National sentiment in so-called backward
countries than any single individual of our times. Measured
by the standard of Change, Garvey and his teachings have
wrought in the world, Garvey rises to the heights of greatness.

So great were the goals he set for his Race that small minds
criticized, and little men laughed. Laughed as they always
have at every new idea or venture. Some called him a fool.
Others branded him a charlatan and buffoon; while the more
charitable called him a Dreamer. Too blind and shortsighted
to realize the possibility of black men building for themselves,
they sought to belittle his work by terming it a dream. Little

did they realize that in calling Garvey a Dreamer they instantly
placed him in the ranks of the Great.

Dreamer! Do you know who Dreamers are? They are
the Architects of Greatness. Their vision lies within their souls.

-
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They peer through the clouds of doubt and darkness, and pierce
the walls of unknown time.

Dreamers! They sail seas that have never been charted, |
because they are the makers of the charts. They scale moun- )
tains that have never been scaled, because they are the blazers
of the way. They travel paths that have never been beaten,
because Dreamers are the beaters of the paths.

Dreamers! The great British Empire was first conceived
and given birth to by the mind of a Dreamer. The great
American Commonwealth was founded by Dreamers; the world
reforms that now benefit mankind were born in the hearts and
minds of Dreamers. Yes, Garvey was a Dreamer, and because
he dared dream of an emancipated Negro Race, and Nation-
hood, Negroes of Jamaica are marching, Negroes of America
are marching, and Negroes of Africa are marching. The torch
of freedom has been lighted in their breasts, and all the forces
of hell cannot blow it out.

We from America consider it a privilege and great honour
to participate with the people of Jamaica in paying tribute to
Marcus Garvey. His contribution to Negro America was no
less than he made to his Native land. I wish it were possible
for me to do. justice to the greatness of this son of Africa, but
we cannot — words are inadequate; bronze and stone too frail
to convey a true picture of the man. For Marcus Garvey was
one of history’s providential Geniuses. He came to his Race
endowed with an extraordinary ability for organization and
leadership, as Shakespeare had for poetry, Mozart for music,
or Angelo for Art. His undaunted faith in the possibilities of
his people; his courage to come forward and plead their cause,
under any condition and circumstances, uniquely fitted him
for leadership of the Universal Negro Improvement Association
— an Organization which has been an eternal blessing to his
Race and given immortal fame to his name.

You, the people of Jamaica knew him; you worked with
him; some of you fought with him; you knew his strength and
his weaknesses. But no man is perfect; whatever Garvey's
faults, whatever Garvey’s mistakes, let us now cover them with
the pure mantle of love and tolerance for an otherwise great
and noble character.,

Nothing we say can add or take away from the stature of
Marcus Garvey; the world will soon forget what we say today,
but it will long remember what he did. His name has a fixed
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- place in history. As long as black men cherish the ideals of
- freedom and independence, Marcus Garvey’s name will live in
- the hearts of his people everywhere.”



CHAPTER 49.

DESTINY BEING FULFILLED

“Africa for the Africans, at home and abroad”, is the slogan
of Garveyism, proclaimed by him in 1916 when there were
only two independent nations in Africa, but the year 1960 was
truly a year of Destiny, when most of the twenty-eight nations
emerged from Colonial rule to use their freedom to fight ignor-
ance, poverty and disease, by developing the resources of their
territories for the uplift and well-being of all their peoples.
Truly, “Nationhood is the highest ideal of all peoples”.

Ghana — the first of the new nations to demonstrate to the
world the fitness of Africans to control their own affairs, is
relentless in her efforts that — “All Africa must be free” Osagyefo
Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, President of Ghana, in his address to the
15th session of the General Assembly of the United Nations,
23rd September, 1960, in part stated:

“For years and years Africa has been the foot-stool of colo-
nialism and imperialism, exploitation and degradation. From
the north to the south, from the east to the west, her sons lan-
guished in the chains of slavery and humiliation, and Africa’s ex-
ploiters and self-appointed controllers of her destiny strode across
our land with incredible inhumanity, without mercy, without
shame, and without honour. Those days are gone and gone for-
ever, and now I, an African, stand before this august Assembly of
the United Nations and speak with a voice of peace and free-
dom, proclaiming to the world the dawn of a new era.”

In the United States of America the impact of the Repre-

sentatives of the independent African states to the United

Nations, their Embassies and Consulates pressurized the passing
of the Integration Act, because their presence caused embarrass-
ment to the State Department when they were mistaken for
American Negroes and discriminated against or mistreated.

In commemorating Garvey’s birthday, a Jamaican Journalist
and News Analyst — Frank Hill — writing in the Daily Cleaner,
17th August, 1960, under the caption — “The Prophet of Black
Zionism™ — states in part:

“What makes a man great? It is, I think, the universal
284
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' quality of the contribution he makes to the civilization of his
. times. The accent is on the word universal, for the quality of
' his vision must be of such as to be able to hold the attention
. of mankind, rather than mere isolated pockets of men grouped in
special circumstances . . .

“Garvey’s message lighted new hope as much among the
. wandering Negroes, as among the cringing tribesmen of the
African plains. A carefully cultivated sense of inferiority in
. black men started its slow death. The emotive word, black,
' symbolic of evil, lost its meaning. @ Fundamental concepts of
' religion and beauty were given a new garb; the Creator became
. personal and intimate as vast masses of men clothed Him with

a black skin — rich, satiny ebony; and extended the frontiers of
aesthetic experience by adding an authentic colour to the range
of exciting beauty.

“What was the significance of Garvey? The Prophet of
Black Zionism beat the drums for the ingathering to Africa.
He may have meant it as a summons for a physical recall. But
the message went more deeply, more enduringly than that.
Eyes and hearts and minds turned to Africa — to the new values
and standards and principles that earned their validity from the
culture that grew out of the African community.”

Black Nationalism has awakened in the hearts of all peoples
of African descent a consciousness of bemg somebody”, of be-
longing to a Race and people striving to impress their image
and personality on a world in terms of freedom, justice and
peace for all.

Marcus Garvey was never privileged to set foot on African
soil, he was always denied entry to any territory, and warned
that he was an Agitator, and would suffer grave consequences
if he got there in disguise; so the dearest wish of his heart was
not accomplished, but the contacts he had kept him informed
of the happenings, yearnings and desires of those on the great
continent, and he used every means available to enlighten world
opinion of these facts and truths which were suppressed by white
news agencies; so it was with gratification and joy that I re-
ceived a cabled invitation from the Nigerian government to
attend the inaugural ceremonies of the installation of Dr. Nnamdi
Azikiwe as Governor-General, in November, 1960. After leaving
Nigeria I was the guest of the Government of Ghana. Travel-
ling to and from West Africa via England and the United States.

As one closely connected with Africa for years I expected
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to see the modern developments, but to get the feel of what's
going on, one has to be in the atmosphere of Old and New
Africa to capture the spell of the African tropics — the trees,
flowers, animals, the mysteries surrounding them; the people of
so many tribal backgrounds, all giving one a sense of purposeful
active living; belonging to the whole, yet sharing it, with the
joy of knowing that they are now masters of their destiny in
their own country.

Ghana, Nigeria and Ethiopian Airways have modern, com-
fortable planes, wholly or partially manned by Africans, also
Air Hostesses, efficient and charming. On the seas Ghana has
her Black Star Line fleet of ships. The railroads of Ghana and
Nigeria are efficiently run, as also the buses. The roads are
hundreds of miles into the interior linking villages with towns.
City Banks are large and modern, with African Directors, Man-
agers and staff. White technical advisers are kept in the inner
offices. Office buildings up to ten storeys are quite common.
The interiors are of modern furnishings and equipment, air-con-
ditioned and elevators. New schools, Technical Colleges, Uni-
versities, hospitals and clinics are a part of the rapid progress
made during and after the preparatory period to independence,
which both England and France were wise enough to agree
to as a period of extensive training.

There are no drunks around the streets. Moslems do not
drink intoxicating liquors, Christians and others act in moder-
ation, because of their home training. Women are not allowed
to work in foreign homes and hotels, so as to preserve their
chastity. Young men cook and wash, and are called House-
boys. Children respect their parents no matter how politically
and educationally advanced they become. Men do not leave
illegitimate children with their mothers without support, care
or training; their tribal, communal mode of life helps to weld
them into responsible, easily discipined citizens.

Foreigners who do business in these countries are not allowed
to send large sums of money abroad. An African must be on
each Directorate, and an understudy for the Manager. The
economy of these countries are geared to the needs of the
people; their livelihood and happiness come first. They realize
that the masses form the foundation of the nation, and as such
must be strengthened to carry the weight of expansion and
progress. The human element must be of the finest quality in
nation building.
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In Ghana unemployed men and women are put in separate
camps, given work and taught skills; they wear khaki uniforms
and bear the dignified name of Builders Brigade. The children
are organized as Young Pioneers.

During my stay in Ghana, Emperor Haille Selassie of
Ethiopia paid a state visit there to cement the ties of friendship
between the Old Kingdom of the East and the young Republic
of the West. The Emperor conferred on Dr. Nkrumah the
Exalted Order of the Queen of Sheba, who in turn conferred
on the Emperor the Exalted Order of the Star of Africa — the
black star.

I was treated royally everywhere I went — to the African
I represented the spirit of Marcus Garvey, the “Returned One”.
We reminisced about the early years of awakening and struggles
in America, England and France, and now . . . Full credit is
given him for his prophetic warnings and declarations; as a
prominent Nigerian said to me: “Whatever our leaders say to-
day, Garvey said more than forty years ago”.

Another said: “this son of Africa saw the light of day in
an Island in the West Indies, but he followed the call of Africa
to his dying day”.

His dreams of a redeemed continent, of a United States
of Africa, is almost a complete realization. Jamaica, Trinidad
are independent, and the “Little Eight” islands of the Eastern
Caribbean are following this lead.

Africa and Asia will play leading roles in this civilization, and
Africa gives the cue when Dr. Azikiwe in his inaugural address
stated:

“The challenge of Nigeria as a free State in twentieth cen-
tury Africa is the need to revive the stature of man in Africa,
and restore the dignity of man in the world. Nigerians believe
passionately in the fundamental human rights. We regard all
races of the human family as equal. Under no circumstances
shall we accept the idea that the black race is inferior to any
other race. No matter where this spurious doctrine may prevail;
it may be in Lodwar, or Sharpeville or Decatur, we shall never
admit that we are an inferior race, because if we accept the
Christian or Muslim doctrine that God is perfect, and that man
was made in the image of God, then it would be sacriligous, if
not heretical, to believe that we are an inferior race. . . Respect

for human dignity is the challenge which Africa offers to the
World™.



