

























































































































































































































































































A medical field umit ar work in a Ghana village. Health is part of a country’s wealth; and it was the desperate

shortage of doctors and hospitals that originally led to the creation of these units, which consist of groups of

medical technicians, trained in the diagnosis of certain specific tropical diseases—such as yaws, sleeping-
sickness, cerebro-spinal meningitis and leprosy

Gold-mning — one
of Ghana’s valuable
industries
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The Prime Minister summed up the
future when he said: the Government proposes
that immediately after independence there shall
be a period of financial and economic consolida-
tion. During this period of comsolidation we
would avoid committing ourselves to any major
project which might interfere with some other
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form of development which, after a study of our
situation, we might come to consider to be
preferable in the national interest.

The policy foreshadowed hereis now being
put into practice as Ghana’s Consolidation
Development Plan. The plan aims to keep
the momentum of development, but to direct



it as far as possible to projects which pay off
in themselves, or which save expense. Com-
munications and the development of indus-
try, of cocoa, and of agriculture generally,
bulk large in the plan. Nevertheless, con-
siderable sums will be spent on the social
services of education, health and housing,

The magnificent new hospital at Kumasi is

one of Ghana’s answers to the challenge of
chronic national ill-health. It also incorporates
a Nurses’ Traiming School with

places for 300 girls

The need for roads is infinite. And infinite,

1t sometimes seems, 1s the forest through which
the roads must be driven, if Ghana’s agriculture
and trade is to be fully developed




The existing harbour at Takoradi, which was
butlt in the 1920°s, to cope with the post-war
increase in trade, which had become altogether
too heavy for the traditional surf-boats

for these are not only desirable in themselves
but also contribute in the long run to the
nation’s efficiency.

In a tropical country health has its special
problems, but there are opportunities for
making great improvements by relatively
small expenditure on such things as clean
water supply in the villages, control of
mosquitoes (malaria) and of tsetse flies
(sleeping sickness), and inoculation and vac-
cination. Most important is education in
personal and communal hygiene. In this
work Ghana’s medical field units and its
social welfare and community development
have won international recognition as
proneers.

At the back of progress and development
is research, not only in medicine but in many
other fields. Ghana’s contribution to tropical
research is particularly in building and in
cocoa. Indeed, the country has some natural
advantages for research, as it offers a variety
of climatic conditions ranging from the
humid but breeze-cooled coast through the
high rain forest to the hot semi-arid north.

In its new University College Ghana has
laid the cornerstone of research, it has also
gained much from the various inter-terri-
torial research stations centred in the
country. Researches will continue and be
intensified at these stations though a new
formula will be sought to bring their ad-
ministration into line with Ghana’s indepen-
dent status.

A diver goes down to prepare the ocean-floor
for the new deep water harbour which is being
built at Tema, sixteen miles east of Accra. If
the Volta River project materialises, this
harbour will be extended to handle the

import of raw materials for the smelter,

and the export of aluminium
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Queues of electors outside a polling station in Accra

The Ghanaians who vote on Ghana’s future

A chief votes in the Togoland plebiscite All women over twenty-one have the vote




and the children to whom the future belongs

Basic primary education is free. Since the Government initiated its new education plan in 1951, enrolment
in the primary classes has risen spectacularly from 154,360 in December, 1951, to 436,854 by February,

1956, and to approximately 455,563 by February, 1957. At the same time, Secondary and higher education

Jacilities are being developed, so that the Africanisation of public life can be speeded up
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Less than three days after the birth of the new nation, the U.N. General Assembly approves the admission of
Ghana as its eighty-first member: Major Seth Anthony takes his seat

But the cycle of research, practical experi-
ment and full-scale development is slow.
Neither research nor development can be
expected to produce spectacular overnight
changes in Ghana’s economy and any such
expectation would be unfounded and unreal.

Nevertheless, Independence brought one
over-riding and almost universal expectation
which will not be disappointed: the expecta-
tion that every man and women in the
country would have a limitless opportunity
to serve an independent Ghana.

As the Prime Minister put it just before
6th March: You remember our previous slogan
was ¢ Self-Government Now’, or simply
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¢S G Now’. Now it is © Freedom’. Let the old
slogan give us a new one, namely © Serve Ghana
Now’. Thus, if you are greeted with shouts of
¢ Freedom’, the response should be © Serve
Ghana Now .

Within the nation-wide framework of
service to Ghana, there will doubtless in the
future be arguments and controversies as to
what to do first and how best to do it.

About the methods of making the new
nation there will be clashes of conscience
and conflicts of conviction. And there will
be political and parliamentary disagreements
— some of them impassioned. Why not? It’s
a free country.



“Our Foreign Policy shall be founded on three words . . .’

Dignity Peace Friendship
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