
































































































































































































































































































































trust, from your renowned prudence, that you would be willing 
to commence or undertake such unreasonable 
matters as those unless misled by wrong information, since by 
persisting in such intention nothing weIse can be produced 
than the ruptur 3 of good peace and friendship thus maintained 
and observed between our respective nations in these reg ions . 

Wherefore, in order, if possible, to divert and turn YH 
away from such an unauthorised intention and act, with true and 
concise reasons, and also to prevent further inconven i ences. 
we desire friendly and neighbourly to notify (insinueeren) 
YH of that which you or anyone in th 0 world acquainted with 
the situation on the Coast of Guinea cannot be ignorant, how 
the Portuguese as first discoverers and possessors, by virtue 
of the Forts and fortifications,-which our State and Company 
have in good war captured from the said Portuguese , their 
enemies, and still at present possess them- have always main ­
tained against all and everyone that the Gold Coast of Guinea 
with the appurtenances together with the trade falling t here , 
was their own. Wherein and whereby our said Company, having 
obtained the said conquests very dearly and with the expendi­
ture of much blood and treasure, ought not to be disturbed by 
anyone and especially not by kEEXE their good friends and 
neighbours as YH; and BXPB particularly round about ANSCHIANG, 
or any place on the FANTYN beach (strand), seeing that the 
entire beach of the FANTYN territory with the haven s or port s 
and apputenances thereof, together with the trade or traffic 
falling therein and thereon, was transferred (opgedragen) and 
ceded in the year 1624 on ulto March, (Q.V. sub anno. The 
English translation of this Protest, in CO.l/17,No.77, 
has 1629, which is incorrect) by AMEBA, Braffo or chief ruler 
(oppergebieder) of FANTYN, for the benefits received 
therefor, to their High our Sovereigns, 
and in their name to their Chartered Company, without the said 
Braffo having retained or reserved to himslef the right or pr i ­
vilege to allow the same t o any other nat ion, but , by sovereign 
power, thereby authorised us to exercise jurisdict ion over and 
to impose punishment upon all those who, within the limHs of 
his territory (gebied) should come to contravene or 
the same contract and alliance. And this having been done and 
E'IllxBKDfIli sacredly maintained and observed on our side without 
any infraction in any respect or point y we are also at pre sent 
of the intention to maintain and pbserve it against all those 
who should wish to disturb or prejudice or injure us in this 
well acquired right, as shall be req ulred for the reputat ion 
of our State and Company. 

And even, too, if it shculd be alleged on YH's side, un­
foundedly and witllOUt any semblance of truth, that the same 
right was also subsequently ceded to you by the said Braffo 
or his successors, since it is by no JIli!lHEJ£ 
means permitted or a llowed to the Braffo or other people of 
FANTYN to sell to others that which they have once made over 
to our country and eompany and transferred for many considerable 
benefits received; mdch l ess is it seemly for friends or 
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allies to accept such; or that we can be reproached if anyone, 
on the contrary, under the appearance of friendship, come t o 
inflict such wounds upon us as YE is now unfriendly under ­
taking, that we act against our accusers in the same manner. 

YE being now her (::!by friendly informed and not ified > I also 
desire quite re spectfully and neighbourly now to reques t and 
beg y ou to stop and desist f rom the further construction of 
the af~esaid lodge as that all good correspondence, wh ich 
is now e xerciseJ. in Ewope between tha respective nations 
may not only be maintained in these distanti (aflandig) regions 
but a lso be more and more daily cultivated, as the contrary, 
being an unheard of novelty, we could neither connive a t nor 
tolerate; but in the performance of our bounden duty must 
prevent and guard against, which then could bare no other 
effect s :Id'lam or result s than a certain rupture of all friend­
ship. 

And this all the more if YR, against all right and reason 
and contrary to what has ever been practised b et ween our res­
pect ive nations in these regi ons, should any longer c ont inue 
to debauch the people of our Company from their service and. 
oath and pe rsuade them t o faithless desertion as has been done 
not only in the person of Albert Jan sen who is st i ll under YH's 
authority, but also about a certain Anthony Vos , c onv ic t ed of 
manifest rebellion , t o the great injury of our Company and open 
rupture of the alliance con cluded between our res pective aut ho ­
rities. 

Therefore, by virtue of our authority, we have wished to 
protest about all this and the aforesaid violence j like as we 
hereby expressly protest if YH, contrary to surmise, has no 
intention to change from your begun work & intention or to 
desist therefrom and if contrary to allright and re ason you 
should persist therein, or any longer withold from us the men 
in oat h and service of our Cmnpany a nd State, being declared 
rebels, we shall be guiltless of the damage lUIlQiX disasters 
andinconveniences which may arise thereout between our res­
pective nations on this Coast by sea and on land , of 'Nhic h we 
shall consider YH the originator; but nevertheless hoping 
that you will endeavour to direct everything in such manner 
that we shall have opportunity to serve your person, as we 
desire with heart and soul. 

Done at the Castle St George d'~lmina the x~knxxxx 
13th September 1663. 

(sgd) J. Valckenburgh. 

Huybert van Gageldonck Upp.Fact. at Ft NasssUI'i ,Mouree, 
charged to del.iver and read the above Portest to Adm1 Jo1).n 
Stoakes on EM of Gt Britain's ship "Marmeduke ". 
Date ut supra. Sigd by J.Va1ckenburgh. 
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'lo-day the l~?th Sept~mber 1666, I Huybert van Gagel ­
donck~ Upp ~r .t<'actor at Fort Nassouw ll110Uree ••••• proceeded 
~ on board the ship "Marmeduke" lying before AmUHiXXNG 
ANSCHIANG to Admiral Stoakes and having greeted him read and 
handed to him the afol~said rrotest; and received in reply 
that through ignorance of the Dutch language he could not 
understand it; but being a Commander of His Majesty 1 s shjp 
he could not accept any protest, but after it had been ~xf 
signed by us he let it lie on the table in the Cabi~ .•... 
T ha t he :W1liXJrn:R~!tlCtxbi;}u.'i:rlti:IDc.lCxJn:u:ln:aQKIi:X][wdN.x:xl!rnitx±'kx 
being a Royal Commander wa cO very insulted by this Protest 
& would therefore send it to Nir Selwyn at Cormantijn X.lll! on 
whom it must also be served. That he:> Mr Stoakes, was no 
merchanti but had been sent by His Majesty on inspection 
••• as previously diverse English ships had been seized by 
our Nation on this Coast; and that for what had happened 
and the affronts to his Majesty t s Standard about Cabo Cors 
which place and beach they had frequented long years before 
our nation, woul d be restored and revenged within a short 
time. Signed and attested by van Gageldcnck & two witnesses. 

(pp. 556 - 568.) 

(9) (In English) 

rtiy Lord~ 
To yours of the 13th instant by the hand of il!ir Gagel­

donck I shall only reply that of my zeal and c~re for the 
preservation of your national peace ani amity, since my arri­
val on this Coast, I leave the world to judge by those fair 
&; sundry overtures I have so often made to you, and of yours 
by the ill success thereof; though, as at first, I am still 
ready by a treaty to endeavour~ with YH., a right Qnder­
standing. But most unexj;lected in yout: Protest touching 
this Coast of FANTYNE & particularly ANASHAN,where my pres ­
ent ±Nk~~ design is to re-establish that ancient factorie 
of our nation,in which,giving no disturbance to any of yours, 
I must desire yovr not molesting me,lest you bring the guilt 
of what you threaten on your own head • 

. ( -Touching the persons YH complains of there are none on 
board my ship. That Albert Jansen is a fugitive & A.Vos a 
rebel was till now unknown to me. I cannot but show civility 
to the subjects of any in league with us,especially those who 
seem to be of your nation,til1 satisfied of some reason to the 
contrary. They(if ~ ~eB here (none demanding,~ne detained) 
at their pleasure went away again. I f YH had demanded them 
I might have known how to serve you as I am always ready to do. 

) (Summary) &c &c 
On the Marmeduke. (sgd) Jno Stoakes. 
Before Anashan. 7th September 1663. 

To John Valckenburgh. &c &c. (pp.568-570) 
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(10) (In t.nglish) 

Sir, 
There is a soldier of yow nation lately belonging to 

Cape Coast, come to ANASHAN,who I understand hath run from 
his Colony. Thel'efore I have thought fir to send him back 
to you herewith, being the best service I can do you at 
present. If there be anything else wherein I may, please 
command, 

Your humble servant, . 
(sgd) Jno Stoakes. 

"Marmeduke" the 19/29 October 1663. 
To mr ri. van uageldonck, Governor of Morea Castle, on the 
Coast of Africa. Present. 

(pp.570-571. ) 

(ll) (Fran the Dutch) 
We the undersigned, attest at the request of t he Upper 

Factor Alexander Cruijpenningh, h ON that on the 29th July 
being Sunday in the morning at 11 0 'clock OVifhsthe death of 
a person named .lB:r Allen at Fort Cormantijn,/:I1ixuK shots were 
firn a ll round,of which one,a ball of 6 pound, fe~l at the 
foot of the battery which stands on the Cormantijn side .and 
this ball was brought int c the Fort by the negroes here . 
Also that on the 31st July in the morning at 8 o'clock again 
at Fort Cormantijn was fired "los" all round over the death 
of a pe r son named Mr Bince, of which bhe ball fell between 
the rocks behind the fort and one into the sea before the 
MYNSE village/' Whish we declare to be true and can confirm 
on oath if n~essary. DONE in the Fort Goede Hoop at ADIA. 
the ord August 1663 

(sgd) by a Sergeant & t -NO other names. 
)pp.571-572) 

And we have seen the aforesaid and after collation they 
are found to accord with the original papers, and we the 
Director General and the wemb e rs of the Council have signed 
this in witness thereof at our maeting at the Castle St 
George d' a Mine in Guinea. 

This 14th Januarv 1664. 

(sgd) by Valckenburgh , ~ieter Baut, Dirck Wilree. Tobias 
Penside, H v. Gaggldonck , Alex Cruij penningh, Frans Fran ss 
Sluijter, Gerrit Jansz van Dijk. 

:;(pp. (p .572.) 

- ----------------
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Summary from original in P.R.O. CO.l./17. No.2. 

Warrant to prepare a bill for the ~ing's signature con­
taining a grant to the Roya l African Company •••• 
With power to the Company to have the government of all 
pl ant ations by them settle~ in those part s of ~frica and 
authority t o appoint gove:-nors, raise forces and ¢exec ute 
martial law; the sovereign r ight to H.M. and his successors 
beingalways reserved. H.M. , his ~eir s and successors to 
ha~e 2/.3rds of all gold mines found in the places aforesaid , 
paying 2/.3rds of all charges incident to the wor king and 
transportation of the same; the Company to have the ot he r 
third and pay the other 3rd of the charges. {Draft with 
corrections & omissions which have been supplied from the 
~atent Roll 14 C.II.part 27,which is dated 10 January 166.3. 

(vide C.S.P. Col. Amer. & W.I. 1661-1668 .) 
No.408. 

Ibid. No.3. 
Extract from preceding Viarrant to R.A.C.of ~ngland re 

appointment of Governor, SUb-governor &c ~c. . ••••••. 
(C.Spp.supra, No 409) 

C.S.P. ut supra, No. 545. August 26th 1663, Whitehall. 
Order of the Aing in Council. On petition of t he R.A.C. 

setting forth that t he ir privileges are entrenched upon by 
Der l'ick Will 1"tey, who assumes the title & power of Governor­
General of the caost of africa for the St. Gen. and praying 
that Sir George Downing, H.M.'s envoy t o the St. Gen. may be 
empowered to prosecute and protest in the affair. H.M. was 
pleased ef f ectually to recommend Sir George Downing to demand 
full and speedy satisfa ction for the injuries oomplained of, 
and to ef f ect that the like be prevented bereafter. 

(Dom. Entry Book. C.Il. Vo1.1o, p.355.) 



Copied from original in P.R.O. CO.l/16 No.lli. 

(Spelling modernised) 

This 28th of October 1662. 
The James Friga te and the Charles-Frigate came to anchor at 

COMENDA on the Coast of Guinney where did ride a great Hollands 
man of war with 36 piece of Ordinance and full of men, whi ch 
ship I s name wa s the "Golden Lyon IT which would not suffer aDY 
negroes to trade with us nor we with them. The said ITG olden 
Lyon n had t wo sloope an d t hree men of war canoes day and 
night coasting along the shore to hinder us of tradjng; and a 
little to the west ward lay t wo g reat Hollands men of war more, 
at a place called SH9MAH. From COMENDO Ca ptain I\Il:err i tt and 
Mr Bartlett went to the Myne to demand of the Governor there 
the reason whe refore he would not suffer us to trade . His 
answer was that his il1asters had ordered him so t o do, and unt il 
such time as he had further order from his said ,,!laster s not any 
should be permitted to trdde except they came in grea ter 
forces than th~ had. And at this time t he Hollanders had 
no Fort nor Factory at COr~~DO, but they did put u s off from 
trading there purely by the force of the i r shi pping . 

30th of Uctober. We weig hed in the Charle s ani set sail fo r 
the Myne and Cap~ain MezXKK Merritt in t he 
James weighed and plyed to windward and t he 

Golden Lyon after him, which ship not permitting Captain 
Merritt to trade, he came to our ship Charle s at t he Ivlyn e. 

5th of November. Both our ships weighed from the said Myne 
and sailed to CAPE COURSE and there anchored 
and the said Golden Lyon likewise anchored 

betwixt us both, and the Vice-Admiral, called the Christiana, 
with 24 piece of ardinance was ri~ing there. 

6th of November. We sent our skiffe with goods t o buy slaves 
at CAPE CORSE and ye Hollanders seized on 
our skiffe, goods and men and t oy/ed t hem 

aboard __ .. 1:heir7 Admiral and there det ained them as pr i -
soners certain days. And t hen we weighed our anchor and 
sailed to Cormonteene , leaving Ca ptain Merr i tt at CAPE COURSE. 

7th of Novemtler. We wen t ashore at Cormenteene and drew up 
a pr otest against ye Gove rnor of ye Myne, t he 
CaptaL~ of the Golden Lyon ~ and all t~ir 

West India Company. To which protest we had Agent ~. 
hand and sellsral ;vIerchant s of ye Cast Ie of Corment eene. -~ Pu.4/'H 



The 8th of November 1662. 
The said Protest was delivered aboard the Admiral by 

Abraham Holdbetch ~te of the said ~, aft~r they had 
forced our men (which th~ had taken before as prisoners) 
into our skiffe again and towed them near Captain ~'II:erritt I s 
ship, and so l eft than 7 threatening them that if they of ­
fered to go ashore the Governor of ye Myne had writt they 
should be sent thither prisoners. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto subs:cribed our 
names. 

William Crowford of Wapping in the County of Mid ilesex 
Mar iner and Commander of ye good ship called the Charles 
belonging to the Royal Company. deposeth upon his cor~orall 
oath that what is within writ"\in and above written to this 
deponent s knowledge is just an~ true. 

-------------------------
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Lxtracts and copies of letters from and to Sir George . 
Downibg dirlo matic agent at the Hague from 1661 to 1665. 

(From" life and Administration of Edward First Earl 
of Clarendon".T.H.Lister (1837). Vol nI. ) . 

p.249. . CXXV. 
Sir G6EF'ge Downing to the Lord Chancellor Clarendon. 

(From the Bodleian i.ibrary. Orig.) 

May it please yr Lopp, 
Hague,18 Sep •. 1663. O. S. 

I have herein inclosed a coppy of my memoriall,wch I 
have this weeke gi ven in to ye lIltatas Genrall,persuant 
to ye instruccons sent me by ye post. This trick of ye 
Hollanders to declare .warre wth ye natives in ye East Indies 
and upon ye Coast of Africa,wth w.ho_m his Matys sub.;ects 
have any trade, and then thereupon to forbid them all 
trade with them,and to continue ye warre till they have 
brought those natives to an agreemt wth them,to sell ~hem 
all the in comodi ti es, and then to keep ye English from 
tradeing, upon the acc0mpt that ·the natives hAve agreed 
wth them,to sell all to them;-this trick,I say, hath not 
only bin .ye ruine of numbers of his Matys subJects, but 
beaten them out of many mighty trades, and will certainly 
int conclusion utterly overthrow ye En§ lish Eas t Indian, 
and African Compies, if nothing be applied for remedie but 
wordes. There is nothing makes them here so proucli' as to 
have ye English come hijher eternally wth complaints,while 
their people E'J'e unmolested,advance their trade, and 
obteine their ends. fUuhtPlilYTI-8.FH-efj-, 

and truly I am of opinion it· were better 
that I should make no complainte at all here,but let his 
1~tis subjects patiently suffer whatever it shall p Lease the 
Dutch to doe them,then to complaine, and nothing to 
follow ther eupon,whereby to lett them see that his lvlatie 
~~~iiPot b~ put of with wordes ~d delays. I am sure this 
fflee.tJlway 1S mot ye meanes to h1nder a warre between 
En~land and this country, but ye most cer t a ine and un­
doubted way to brin~ it on, making them so farr to pre-
sume as (as you finde) to add one , injUFY to another; and 
believe it,ye more they may,ye more they will. Whereas, 
on t he other side, pay them ;in their own kind, and s 'et their 
subj ects a crying as well as his i.hties, and you will have a 
very fairecor r espondence, and they will take 'heed what 
they doe; and his Mtie wi 11 be ,as . much honrd and loved 
her e as he h ~th been . dispis ed: fOT they love nor honr 
none but them that they think both ~an and dare bite 
them. The King of France his subjects haven now ri ght 
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done them, and so had ye English in Cro HN/ells time; and, 
having news that the Swedes are setting out twOl stout men 
of warre for ye coast of Africa, to r euenge thems e lves of 
ye i njuries they have suffered ther e by this country,they are 
her e now acomodating those matters wth .ye Swedes in ear­
nest: wher ea s ye poor King of Denmark cannot so much 
as Cl'et a civill answere fro m them for what his subJects have 
had ' taken fro m them in those parts,to who m yet in point 
of ki ndness and obligacon (if these argumts were ofaany 
force) they owe mor e then to all ye world besides; for that 
he not only gi ves them such g;reat priviledges in a ll his 
do mions in pointe of tr.ade,but at their instigacon under­
tooke ye l a te warre agt Sweden, wch cost hmm the ye best 
rart of his kingdome . 

Your 10rdshi r s most obed.humb.ser~t. 
G.Downi~. 

p . 254. CXXVI. 
Sir George Downing to the Loed Chancellor Clarendon. 

_ (From the Bodleian Library. Orig . ) 

Ha~e,25 Sep.1663.0.S. 
May it plea se yor 1opp. 

The West Indie Compy he r e have nellS that a castle at 
CAPE CORSO is delivered to them by the natives who were 
in possession of it, at ye mouth of ye river there; and they 
s ay that havi.ng now this castle, and their castle De l Mina, 
tha t they .will absolute-p.roh-ibite all. natives from tradeing 
thereabouts ; and it is 'said that the trade there is the best 
in all Guinea. This castle doth of ri~ht belong to ye 
Danes; and now that Haniball Sessted(l; is to come to 
London, if he co"uld so manag e matters, as that ye Danes 
should r esigne to his Matie their interest in this castle, 
i t w0uld be a good business. And it will now be a fitt 
time t.o press an agreemt, that such English ships as wi-il ' 
may be branded, a nd being branded to injoy ye same 
priviledge of paying according to their beamd as ye Dutch 
do,wch I assure you would be a grea t advantag e t o ye 
English navigacon to Norway and the Sound; and it is 
neither kind, nor just, nor fitt, for his Maty to suffer that 
his subjects should have worse treatment in the King of 
Denmarks country,then ye Dutch. ARe ~~ ~8 ~~e6e •••••• 

(1) Hannibal Zested ••• successively Danish Ambassdr 
to the courts of London & Paris. 
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Copied from original (rr.1..) In P.R.O. CO.l/l?, No.llO. 

(Spelling modernised) 

The Company of rloyal AdvdIlturers of 
England trading into Africa, 

Do humbly represent 
'l'hat ye trade of Africa is so necessary to IDngland that ye 

very being of ye Plantations depend upon ye welfare of i t ,for 
they must be utterly ruined if they either want supply of 
Negro servants for t heir works ,or be forced to receive them at 
Excessive rates. 

This Trade was at the time of his !'ilajesty's Restoration 
managed by particular Adventurers who were so far from any 
possib l e design of having forts u pon ye Caast,of making any 
friendships with ye Natives,or asserting ye ho nour of ye 
nation, that they were a constant prey to ye Hollanders , and 
were quite tired out of ye trade by their great and frequent 
losses, amounting to a very great sum, of which they brought 
in clear proofs to ye high Court of Admiralty. 

So if his Majesty had not established a Company who,by 
framing a joint stock and maying designs for ye future sec ­
urity of ye trade, had kept some footing u pon ye Coast , t he 
Nation had probably by thls t ime been quite driven out of jt. 

Since this Company hath begun under ye special direction 
of his Royal Highness to manage this trade, they have sent out 
in this l a st year above one hundred and threescore 1000 pounds 
in Cargoes. They have plentifully Slip plied ye Coa st of 
Africa with Commodities to ye great satisfaction of ye nat i ve s. 
They have furn ished all ye Plantations with L'iegro servants; 
they have set; up divers new ~nufactures at Home , and im­
proved ye old, and vented a great many of ye Native eo~modi­
ties of this kingdom, and have employed above 40 ships and 
continue still to send out more. 

And they doubt not but by their Returns they shall every 
year Import into this Nation very considerable quant i t ies of 
Gold and Silver as the-y have a lready begun. 

In order to ye Preservation of their Trade they have built 
new forts in Africa and repaired others and established 
divers Lodges and Factories that were fa llen to decay, by 
which th ,,,ir Trade being secured as to ye Natives of those 
parts, they have no reason to doubt of its daily Increa s e, 
if not interrupted by £uropeans, amongst whom having no 
Rivals to ye Trade of that Coaat but ye Hollanders as we have 
not yet received any Injury froID others~ so we cannot fea r 
it. But as to them our axper ience of what is past gives us 
just cause to apprehend what is intended towards us for the 
future. 

For they have endeavoured to drive us from the Coast , and 
deprive us of ye whole ~rade. They have followad our ships 
from Port to Port and hindered them comi r1?; nigh ye shore to 
trade; they have entised and persuaded ye Neg r oes t o de str oy 
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our servants and take our forts; they have s_ized upon our 

See ye Bxtract of 
Letters sub Lra A. 

goods and boats; and have violently 
taken possession of CAPE CORSE which 
belongs to us,and for ye Surrender 
of which we have agreed with ye Na ­

tives who were at that time in possession of it, and had re­
ceived money from us in part of payment; they have shot at 
his i.Jajesty's Royal Flag for offering but to go on shore at OLlr 
own Factories. And to complete ye former Injuries and Indi g ­
nities, one Valkenburgh Director General of ye af..:·airs of ye 

See ye fir st Prot est (Q. V • ) 
West India Company in Africa 
hath sent~ a Protest to our 
Factors, of which we present 

you a copy in English ; in the which he challengeth the whole 

See Sir George Downing's 
Memoria l. 

remedy by ye means of Sir George 
no sat i sfaction. 

Trade of Guinney as their 
Propriety by right of Con­
quest from ye Portuguese. Of 
which Injuries ..,having sought 
Downing, we have received 

So that in one word, Notwithstanding a Stock so considerable 
and many good ships of Force ye Company have employed upon 
t heir own Account and divers Land Forces they have sent, if it 
had not been for ye Countenance of some of his majesty's shi ps 
which he hath been graciously pleased to afford this Company, 
of which they have only made use to give them a respect in ye 
eyes of ye Natives and to preserve their Forts from being 
taken from them without doing any injury to others, they had 
eee this time been stript of all their flossessions and 
Interest in Africa; CORMANT I NE Castle itself oeing in extreme 
dan. ger when the Marmadu1te and s£eedwell CCime thither, as will 
ap pear by ye ?) intelligence of all our 
Ca ptains und Factors. 

And have since sent a second 

See 2nd i?rot est (Q.v.) 

their Trade. 

2. 

Prot est in which they say they 
will by violence force ye 
English from their Ports if 
t hey do not quit them and 



1663 (?) 

Ibid. No. 111. (Being annexur0 to No. 110) 

An Extract of .Letters from Cormantine and other places 
in Africa. 

Out of a letter of 
the 27 of Ju.Y)e 
1663. 

Here we have notice that the Dutch do give 
daily great presents to the ~ing of FUTTON 
& his Caposhiers for to endeavour to ex­
clude your lioD1Ors out of the '.lrade. 

Moeeover they have sent to the lUng of FANTYN & his Caposhiers 
great presents to make war with the English at the Castle of 
Cormantine, saying that. if they could out get that place , never 
Englishman more should have trading upon that Coast. 

Out of a letter of 
the 86 June 1663. 

Such is the Insolency of the Dutch that 
had not Captain Stokes arrived as he did 
it s much to b~ feared ere this tiine the 

Flemish flag had been on Cormantine, as it is now on your 
Sastle at CAPE CORSE, for we have now perfect l y learnt their 
whole treachery. 

They prevailed with the ~lng of AGUINA treacherously to lay 
hold on JOHN CABES3A who was a great defence to our Castle of 
Cormantine,having form ;rly protected it from a Neighbour Enemy 
set on by thl;;!!Il to take it. 

They prevailed with the Aing of AGUINA, the 28th ~ffiy, to 
plunier your house at WIAMBA. 

Out of a lett er of 
the 18 September 
from ANNASHAN, 
Captain Stokes. 

We got a treaty with -chern of FUTTOU in 
spite of the Utitch and got four hostages 
or pawns that we should ErlJi build a Castle 
there,where our other house stood, but 
notWithstanding a ll this, the j)utch would 

not suffer us to land. 

From Ardra. .._ 

From Cormantin 
from the Council 
of Factors~ 
8 September. 

'1he Dutch r,ave given bribes to the King 
of CABESSA LAND who seized some goods 
going up from hence & killed the Negros 
that had. brought them ,on design to s poil 
our Trade. 

Cmlli'.1ENDA hath been formerly inhabited by the .6nglish where 
we have settled two Englishmen to keep possession 7 the King 
having, in lieu of them, sent two hostages:1 one his own son. 
Bu~ the Dutch have a great ship riding before that place,which 
hinders all Commerce 7firing at all Canoes thzt pass in or out. 
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Frem COMENDA, 
31st August,from 
IvIr Brett ,Factor. 

We came to this place the 21st of August 
at night. The next morning the man of 
war belonging to the Dutch warped between 
us and the shore. and told us we must not 

go ashore. Yet that day & two days - more they did not hinder 
the Negroes from trading with us,until another great ship 
calle -1 the Amsterdam came from Castle de Mine and then they 
send two men on board us to see if we belonged to the Royal 
Company, they pretending, if we had been Inte r lopers, they had 
power to take us. But we let them know that We were your 
servant s, and treated them with all civility. But th.s next 
day thcy manned out three long Boass, 22 men armed in one, 12 
in another and 10 in another, and so lay on both sides our 
ship and on head of us 7 and so continued firing at all Canoes 
that came near or would have traded with us; and not only so, 
but those Canoes that were trading with us, and were made 
fast by ropes to our ship,they came and cut from our ships 
side, which one of the seamen endeavour:.ng to prevent by 
going down the ship's side one of the Dutch c .:t him in the leg. 
Now seeing the affront so great and not being jn a condition 
to do our Masters right and finlfling them more and more insulting. 
we weighed anchor and then the longboats men insulted most of 
all, giving us such base language as wa3 not to be endured. 
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1663. (~). 

"Proposals for resettlement of the Royal Company". 

Original in S.P; 29/67. (P.R.O.) 

- Present Stock £12~,000, to be valued at 10% and so re­
duced to £12~200. CrEiditors to receive 2/3rds of their 
debts in oId stock and the remainder in ready money. 
£84,000 new Stock to be raised. Every £100 advent ­
urer to have a vote in management. Governmmnt in England 
to be by Committee of five,or at most, seven persons. -

"In order to the Management upon ye Coast of Africa. 
That for ye present t here be no more post s of trade in 

Africa to ye leeward of Cape ••• (illegible). Ye Castle of 
CAPE CORSO; ye Castle of ANASHON; a house at COl!llJaENDA; a 
house at AGA; a house at ACRA. That at CAPE CORSO be ye 
head factory and r~sidence of ye Agent; and that ye factory 
•••• (illegible) of tenne persons in ye qualities and under 
ye salaries as follows. 

An Agent, to have power to punish all disorders and) 
inspecte all ye Company's concerns. ) £500 

A Chief Merchant, to make all bargains for goods 
both in buying and selling. 

A Second Merchant, to assist ye Chief or act in 
his absence. 

These three to be of ye Council;to s ign all letters 
and accounts to ye Company;to have all differing keys 
to ye gold chest;to receive ye gold from ye gold t aker 

every night; once in every week to compare ye gold 
taker's & vvarehouse keeper's accoQT)t s; ••• view ye 
remains; and once in 6 months to visit(?) ye lesser 
factories,to examlne & settle their accounts and view 
t he ir remclins. 

A gold taker , to receive ye gold & deliver i t every) 
night to ye Agent. ) 

A Warehouse keeper, to take care of all goods and 
account every week. 

A Chief Accountant,to write all in ye·Journal and 
send copy Journal every three months to ye Company 
i n Eng land. 

A Second Accountant,to assist ye former to write 
in ye wdg er • 

Three young Factors to attend ye Agent ••• 
1. 

~ 

~ 

200 

150. 

100 

100 

100 

50 

150 
1350 



That over and above ye aforesaid salaries ye Agent 
be allowed £600 p. annum for his ho usekeeping and 
that ye other nine persons of ye factory and ye 
Capt a in of ye soldiers have their diet at his table 
which is £100 p. annum for himself and £50 for each 
of ye others. £ 600 

Charge of ye whole factory amounts to ~ 

That ye garrison of Captain (illegible), 
50 English soldiers and 30 negro slaves, vizt: 

A Captain,to be consulted by ye Agent in Warre 
affairs ~ not otherwise. 100 

Four Sergeants or Corporals at £50 p.a. apiece. 200 
45 common soldiers,of which three at least to be l 

house Carpenters;three smiths;and three bricklayers 
or stone cutters, at £30 apiece. 1650 

30 l'Jegro slaves, to be brought from some remot e 
part of Africa,to row in canoes & carry goods &c. 
Their diet &c at £15 per annll.ln. 

ANASHAN to have 13 English soldiers and 8 negro 
slaves, vizt: 

A Chief Factor,to command under ye Agent of Capo 
Corse. 

A Second Factor, to assist him & be of counsel 

~ 

These two to sign all letters & ac counts both to 
ye Company & to ye Agent & Councnl(?) at Cape Corse; 
to render their ac counts to Cape Corse every month; 
and to send ye gold ••• (?) to them. 

A Sergeant to command ye rest of ye soldiers; 
diet & wages. 

Ten soldiers,for diet & wages £30 a piece. 

Eight negro slaves,to be brought from some remote) 
part · of Africa. ) 

The whole garrison and factory 

2. 

450 
2l00¢ 

100 

50 

50 

300 



1663. 

COMiiENDA , AGA , & ACRA. 

to have in each place, a house with four Englishmen 
and t wo Negro slaves. 

3 Factors,to diet themselves, £100 each. 
3 Seconds. 
6 soldiers, at £30 apiece. 
6 negro slaves,their diet &c £15 apiece. 

These three small factories 

£300 
150 
180 

90 
720 

That the Agent & all Factors give goed security •••••.••• 

Th~ Company's whole annual charge 7 being computed, is:-

House rent at ·home 
Committee,if daily attended by all 
Officers in ~ngland 
Ca pe Corse factory,for salary & diet 
Cape Corse garrison 
Anashan 
Commenda, Aga, & Acra 

Presents & Customs to ye Kings and] 
great men in all places will be 
probably 
So ye Company's whole charge at J ) 
home and in Africa may be per annum) 

£ 100 :f:i:OO 
750 
410 

1 950 
2100 

620 
720 

6650 

2350 

9000 

In order to ye Management in ye Chadbee Islands. 

================= 
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