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mand of Shtick ben Soleyman of Waldeleim, (Waled 
Deleim on the map) with four good guides. We 
set out from �~�V�i�d�n�o�o�n �,� in Suse, which is a great 
place of trade, late in the fall of the year, and tra­
velled six days to (he west, ,vhen we came to the last 
mountain-there we stqpped ten days, and let our 
camels feed on the bushes, while half the men were 
employed ill getting wood from the mountain, aod 
bUI'I"-n g it into charcoal, which we put into bags,-as 
it was li ght, and laid it on the camels oyer the other 
goods; then setting off for the desart, we mounted 
up to it s level, which is a great deal higher than the 
country near it to the north, and travelled four days 
0 0 the hard level ; we then passed amongst the high 
sand hill s, which you saw wben we were coming up, 
in order that we might keep along hy the great sea. 
so as to be sure of finding water: we travelled 
through and among these great mountains of sand, 
which were then very bad to pass, because the wind. 
blew so hard, we could scarcely l<eep together, being 
almost covered up by the flying sand: it took us six 
days to get tbrough them; after which the ground 
was smooth, and almost as hard as the floor of a 
house, for teo days more, when we came to a water­
ing place, call ed Biblah; there we watered our cam­
els, for they were very thirsty, and eight of them 
had died and served us for food. We stopped at 
that great well seven days, and afterwards kept on 
our journey to the S. W. twenty days, to another 
well, called K ibir JiM, hut there was no water in it, 
and we were obliged to go six days' journey to the 
sea-coast, where there was a well close to the sea, 
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whose water was very black and sal t : here we were 
fore d to uIl load tit ' camels, and g. t them down the 
bank to tho ",,,te r, but after drinking, they yield od 
us somo milk, which had be n almost dried up be­
fOl'o :-\VO found , hOlVever, nothing fOl' tbem to feed 
on, and had beol] obliged to give them of the coals 
to cat OIlCO a day for many days: this kep t them 
alive, but it lU odo tileir milk "I most as black as the 
coals Ihemse lvos; yet il was good, and we _were 
glad to ge t it, It took up six days to water the 
whol of th , Ill, when we sc t out aga in, ano tra\'oll ed 
Iloar the sell, where we fou nd wells about every tell 
duj's, like tho ono wo had alrcady visited, but very 
few gl'c'o n kayos oll the little bushes, in the fo\~ 
small vnll eys we salY, fOl' no r(tin had Callcn for a 
g reat whil,) (JIl thut part of the tiesar!, 

"AfLel' a jOtlrll0Y of foul' moons, we ramo (0 th" 
Bouth purt of tho desart, alltl we ll t dow11 ill to tho 
co uI) try of Sonr/oin, whol'c wo fOlllld a li ttle stream 
of good "unning wate,', ''')0 aorne bushes, aIH] some 
@/IlSij, nnd 0. vory lurge tribe of B cssc6as ./1r06s, 
( Libde""cbns on tho ll'I"p) who IUlo plenty of barloy 
and mni~c 0 " fntiian C0 1'll, of which we bought some, 
and madc brend, (\1\d stoppod hore Olle ltlOOU, '''' e 
lost 0 11 tiN dosart more th\ltl thr " hunch'od camels, 
which eli ,d of' (;, tig ll e, und th want of waleI' aod 
food, but llo t 0 11 0 man. All the tribes of Arabs we 
came nOlll', took thoir s(n[ on thoir nooel s, nnd rode 
away as fnst as they could, so as not to be robbed, 
and wo did not find uoy parly strong enough to u(­
tn.ck us, nllhough wo saw a groa t Ilulny tribos, but 
they wero v ry I 001' on the Za"aral., 01' graa! 
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desar!." I then f:sked him how the face of the de­
sart looked in general, as be passed over it, taking 
the whole together, or if there was any material dif­
ference in different parts of it, near the sea-coast? 
to wh ich he '\nswered:-

" The whole extent of the desart near the sea­
coast, is like that we came over in bringing you up 
here, except in one place, where we travelled [or 
nearly one moon, without meeting with so much as 
one vaHey with green bushes in it for the camels to 
teed on : the whole is a trackless waste. Close by 
the sea we were obliged to pass mountains of sand 
that was blown up from the shore before the wind., 
hut the guides always went before us, to show which 
way the caravan must go, and to find a place to stop 
in. Our camels had eateo up all the coals we had 
laid upon them before we got off the des art, and 
two of them had died, so that my brother and I had 
only two remaining, but we kept all our goods. M­
ter we had rested one moon, and got our camels re­
cruited, we set off to the east on the border of the 
desart, close by the low country, with mountains in 
sight to the south, most of the way, and in two 
moons more we came near Tombuctoo, where we 
stopped in a deep valley with the caravan, and went 
every day close to the strong walls of the city with 
our goods (but without our guns) to trade {hem off 
with the negroes, who had gum, and gold rings, and 
gold powder, and great teeth, such as are sold in 
Swearah, (i. e. elephants' teeth,) and slaves, and fine 
turbans: they had plenty of cows, and asses, and a 
few sheep, and barley, corn, and rice; but the little 
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river (hat runs close (0 the wall on the west, wa. 
'luite dry, and all the people in the city were obliged 
to fetch watel' for themselves to drink, with asses, 
from (he great river south of (he city, (about one 
hour's ride on a camel) and we were forced (0 go 
there to water our camels, and get our drink. 

" After staying near Tombuctoo one moon and a 
half, the season being f.~r advanced, we Bet out again 
for Widnoon, r had not been in the city all th~. time 
we stopped here, because I was chosen captain of 
(wo hundret.! men that kept guard all the time about 
the caravan, 10 keep ofT the thievish Arabs and the 
bands ot negroes that were hovering around us to 
catTY ofT our call1els, if any of them strayed away; 
but we lost only twenty during our whole stay at 
Tombuetoo, and thr· Sheick gave me for my tr6uble 
a fine young negro girl slave, which I carried home 
with me, and she now lives with my wife. We set 
out for home [,'am Tombuctoo in the month of 
Rlta1lladan, after the [cast, and went back by' the 
same route we had come-that is to say, we went 
first to the west, one moon, along tbe border of the 
desar!. We durst not take any thing without pay­
ing for it, because we were arraid of the inhabitants, 
who were a mixture of Arabs and negroes, and all 
of them Mohammedans, but very bad Illen: they 
had a lso many while men sluves, I saw sixteen 01' 

eighteen myself, and a great many blacks. Theso 
true believers have very fine horsc~, and they go 
south to the cOllotry of the l'il'Or8; and there the) 
attack and take towns, and bring away all the ne­
gl'oeB for slaves, if they will not bolieve· in the 1'1'0-

" 
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phet of God; aDd carry oiT all their cattle, rice, and 
corn, and burn their houses; but if they will adopt 
the true faith, they are then exempt from slavery, 
and their houses are spared, upon their surrender­
ing up one-half of their cattle, and haU' of their rice 
and corn; because, they say, God has delivered their 
enemies into their hands. The negroes live in 
small towns, fenced in with reeds or bushes, and 
sometimes with stones, but the Arabs live on ly in 
tents,'and can move off in a minute on tbeir horses, 
wh;\st their wives and children ride en camels and 
asses. Before we struck off N. W. on the desurt 
for the sea·coast, we stopped in tile hill country, 
and fatted our camels, and burned wood to make 
charcoal to carry with us: we were encamped on 
the bank of a little river, one day's journey from a 
large town of negroes, named Jathrow. I did not go 
to it, but tbe Sheick did, and bought some corn and 
barley, and forty oxen for our provIsions. 

" After we had prepared oW' coals, and laid in our 
provisions, we went up on to the level desart, and 
set off to the N. W., and in three moons and a half 
more we reached 'Yidnoon again, having been gone 
almost a year and a half. We had lost about five 
hUlldred camels, that either died, or were killed to 
&ive us meal, and whilewe stayed at Tombuctoo, and 
were coming home, thirty-four of our men had died, 
and we lost eighty .la,·es." r asked him what were 
the goods they carried down at that time? he an­
iwered:-

" We had about one hundred camels loaded with 
iroll and knil'es, and two hundred with salt; all the 

I -, 
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others carried haicks, and blue and white cloth, and 
amber, and tobacco, and silk handkerchiefs, and 
c"illy weed, and spices, and a great many other arti­
cles. Seid and myself had lost two of our camels, 
but had got two negro slaves, and some gold dust, 
worth six camels, and ornaments for our wives; but 
Sheick Ali was not satisfied, because I did not give 
him two slaves; so that he mad.e war against me, and 
battered down my town which I built, ( it was but a 
small one) and took away all I had, together- with 
my wife, because he said I was a bad man, and he 
was stronger than me: I myself, however, escaped, 
and after one year I asked him for my wife again, 
and he gave her to me with all he had taken, for he 
loved his daughter: but I had no house, so I re­
moved into the sultan's dominions, near the city of 
Morocco, close by the A~las mountains, and lived 
there with my father and brothers two years, with­
eut going forth to trade." 

SECT-ION oJ]. 

Sidi Hame! sets out on another journey for Tombuctoo 
~the caravan is mostly destroyed for want of water, 
by drifting sand, and by mutiny, fy.c.-the few that 
escape, get to the south of the desa?"!. 

"About that time one of our party, when we 
nrst went to Tombuctoo, named bel Maese, came to 
.ee me-he was going to join the caravan at Wid­
lIoon again, and persuaded Seid and me to go with 
him; so we bought eight .camels between us, ano! 

\ 
) -
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sold ofl' our cattle and sheep, and bought goods and 
powder, and went with him to Widnoon, and joined 
the eara ran . Sheick Ali came to meet me like a 
friend, amI gave me two camel-s Jaden \vith barley, 
an,l wisited me u safe journey. The Sheiek who· 
was chosc il by a ll tbe people to comman.d the cara­
van, was named Sid; Isl,,·el; he was the friend of 
Sidi Ishem, who owned almost orle -balf of the whole 
carav~n, and we set out from W idnoon, with about 
four thousand camels, and more than one thousand 
Illell, all well armed. ''Ye laiil ir:' an ab undant store 
of baric)" and had a great many milch came ls, and 
it was determined to go south across the desart, 
nearly on a straight course for Tombuctoo, by the 
way the g reat caravans generally travell ed; though 
there had been severa I of them des troyed on that 
route, that is to say, one withiR every ten or twelve 
years. We went to the so uth , around the bottom 
of tbe great Atlas mountains, six days' journey; 
theu we stopped close by it, and cut wood and burn­
ed coals for the camels, for the caravans never at­
tempt to cross the desart wi thout this articie: four 
hundred camels out of the number were loaded 
with pro\' isioDs and water for the journey, and after 
having rested ten days, and given the camels plenty 
of drink, we went up on the desa rt, and steered qfi' 
to the south-easte rly. 'Ve travelled along, and met 
with no sand fol' fifteen da vs; it was all a smooth 
surface, baked together so l;ard, that a loaded camel 
could not make a track on it to be seen: we saw no 
tracks to guide us, and kept our cOllrse by the sta rs, 
and stln, and moon. ''Yo found only one spot in all 
( T t 
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that time where our camekcould satisfy their appe­
tites by eating t he shrubs ill a shallow vall ey, but 
the great well in it was filled up with sto'les and 
sand, so we could procure no water there; at the 
end of fifteen days, however, we Game to tt'very fine 
deep valley, with twenty wells in it; but we lound 
water in only six of them, because the desart was 
very dry: here we watered all our camels, and re­
plenished our. bottles or skins, and having rested 
seven days, we departed [or the south-eastward, 
our ca.mels being well filled with leaves and thorn 
bushes. . 

"We travelled along three days on the hard ' 
sand, an.d then arrived among innumerable drifts _of 
fine loose sand; not such Goarse sand as you saw 
near the sea; it was as fine as the dust on a path, 
or in a hOllsc, and the camels' feet sunk in it eYoery 
step up ' (0 their knees: after travelling amongst 
this sand (which in the day-time was almost as hot 
as coals of fire) six days, there began to blow a 
fierce wind from the south-east, called the wind of 
the desart, bringing death and destruction with it: 
we could not advance nor retreat, so we took the 
loading from off our came ls, and piled it in one great 
heap, and made the camels lie down. The dust 
flew so thick that we eould not see each o,her nOT 
o,;!' camels, and were scarcely able to breathe- so 
we laid down with OUI' faces in the dust, and cried 
aloud with Olle yoice to God-' great and merciful 
Qod, spare our lives" but the wind blew dreadfully 
for the space of two days, and we we!'e obliged to , 
moye ou,nelve. whenever the sand got so heavy 01\ 

\ 
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us tbat it shut out all the ail', and prevented us from 
" breathing; but at length it pleased the Most High to 

heal' our supp li c'.'\tions: the wind ceased to blow; all 
was still again, and we crawled out of the sand that 
had buried us for so long a ti'me, but not all, for 
when the company was numbe"red, three hundred 
were missing.- all tbat were left having joined in 
thanks to God for bis mercy in sparing oU'r lives;­
we then proceeded to dig out the camels from the 
sand ihat had buried their bodies, which, together 
with the reloading of them, took us two days, 
About two hundred of them were dead-there was 
no green thing to be seen, and we were obliged to 
give the camels a liftle water from the skins, to wash 
their parched throats with, and some charcoal to 
eat: then we kept on twenty-four days as fa st as 
we could throug h the dl,)" deep, and hot sand, witb­
out finding any green bushes wortb noticing for our 
camels to eat, when we came to a famous valley 
and watering place, called Halierah. All our cam­
els were almost expiring, and cou ld not carry the 
whole of tbeir loads; so we threw away a great deal 
or t he salt before we got to Hanerah, where we in­
tend~d to stop twenty days to r ecruit our beasts, hut 
wl,o can conce ive our disappointment and distress, 
when we found there was no water in any of the 
wells of this great valley: not one drop of rain had 
fallen there for tl,e last year. The caravan, that 
amounted to upwards of one tbousand men and four 
thousand camels when we set out, was already re­
duced to about six hundred men, and thirty-five hun­
tired camels. The authority of Sheiek Is!'rel could 
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now scarcely restrain those almost desperate men ; 
everyone was eager to save his own life and pro­
perty, and separate ly sought the means of relief by 
running abollt the vall ey in a desultory manner, 
looking for water; this disorder continued for two 
da),s, when being convinced that nothing could be 
done without union, tbey became obedient, and 
joined together in great numbers in digging out the 
clilTerent wells. After digging five days without 
the smallest sign of water, all subordination wa~ en­
tirely at ao end. The Sheick, who IVas a wise and 
a prodent man, advised and insisted that all tbe 
camels should be killed but three hundred, so that 
the li ttle water found in them, together with their 
bJood, might keep the rest alive, as well as all the 
men, unti l, by the aid of Providence, the)' should 
reach some place where they could finJ water; hut 
the company would not hearken to this advice, 
tbough the best that could possibly. be given; no 
one heing willing to have his own property sacrificed. 
Slwick [slwet, however, directed thirty of the oldest 
and most judicious men to pick out the three hun ­
dred camels that WCl'e to be spared, who according­
ly selec ted the most vigorous: but when they began 
to kill the others. a most furious qual'rel and horri­
hie battle commenced. 'I'he Sheick, though a man 
of God, was killed in a moment-two 01' three hun­
dred more were butchered hy each other in the 
COlil'se of that dreadful dav; and the blood of the 
slain was drank to allay th" thirst of those who shed 
it. Seid was badly wounded with a dagger in his 
arm: about fiye hundred camels were killed thi. 

\ 
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day; and the others drank the water from their 
bod ie" and also th eir blood . 

. , Fearing there would be no end to this bloody 
conllict unti l all hael perished, and as r had been a 
captain in the other ca "avan, and knew how to steer 
a course on the desart; aDd as both Seid and myself 
were ve ry strong men, we ki lled fODl' out of six of 
our own camels that remained, in the Dl'st part of the 
night, and gave their watel' and blood to the other 
two : 'we saved a small package of goods, and some 
barley, and some meat, and persuaded thirty of OUI' 
{"iends privately to do as we had done; and join us, 
for we meant to set od' that night. This was .agreed 
on, for to stay there was certain death, and to go 
back was no less so. 'Ye were all ready about mid­
night, and without making any noise, we moved off 
with our company of thirty men and thirt)'-two 
camols. fhe nig ht was very cloudy and dark, and 
it thundered at a distance, as if the Almighty was 
angry with us for fighting together; but there was 
no l ain. "Ve went towards the south-west, in the 
hope of reaching Tishlah, anotber watering-place, 
befo re ou ,' camels died: the desart was dry and 
hard, and as we went a long, we found only now and 
lhen a lillie hollow, with a few prickly shrubs in it : 
the." the camels devoured as we passed among 
them; hut many died, so I.hat on the t.welfth day we 
had only eighteen camels left ; when the great God 
saved our lives by sending a tempest of rain, but he 
thundered so as to make the whole earth tremble, 
because of our sins, and we aU fell upon our face . 
and implored hi. forg ivenes. : the rain that fen upon 

J 
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the ground gave plenty of water to our camels, and 
we filled thir t v skins with it ; when we steered to 
the south tow;rds the borders of the desart. Nine 
of our com pany had died, and many of our camels, 
before we went down from the desart to the culti­
vated land, and we then made to the sou th towards 
a little river of fresh water, to which some Arabs 
whom we met with, directed us, after they had fi rst 
given us some rice and some milk, fo r all our milch_ 
camels had died on the desar!. 

SECTION TI l. 

Sidi Hamel's journeyings. His a,,"'val on tfte banks of 
the rive)', called by tlte natives, Gozen-Zair, and at 
Tombuctoo-<lescTiptioll of t!tat city- its commerce. 
wealth, and inhabitants. 

" Those of us who had escaped with our lives 
from the desart, only twe::Jty-one in number, with 
twelve camels, out of a caravan of one thousand 
men and four thollsand camels, stopped' near a small 
town , called TYabilt, on the bank of a river about 
half as broad as from the ci ty of Mogadore to th~ 
island, that is (0 say, firt)' ya rds. "Ve had no pro­
visions·, but the negroes seeing us in distress, came 
out and gave us sorne meat, and bread made from 
barley-cal'll : here we remained ten days to recruit 
ourselves and our camels, which (ve re j ust alive. The 
river on whose bank we remained, was called by 
those who spoke in Arabic, cl WQd Tenii, and by the 
negroes, Gozen·zair. A very high ridge of moun-
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tains, great like Atlas seen from Suse, (but not cap­
ped with snow) lie to the south-westward,and at a dis­
tance. After resting ourseh·es ahd our camels for 
ten days, we set forward for Tombuctoo. -We trav­
elled for four days to the eastward throqgh Soud an, 
,. hilly country, but of a very rich soi l, and 111uch of 
it cultivated with the hoe." I then asked him what 
he meant by Soudan? and he said, " The whole coun­
try squth of the great desart from the great ocean, 
a great way east, and including the district of Torn­
buctoo, is called by th .. Arabs .and Moors, SOlldan; 
of which T ombuctoo is the capi taL Having wa­
tered our camels again, and finding the hill country 
tedious to get through, by reason of the trees, we 
bought some barley-corn, and killed two cows, and 
went northward to the border of the desart, and 
travelled on to the eastward for eight days, when 
we fell in with the great path used by the caravans, 
and in two days more came near to the walls of 
Tombucloo. ·We had seen a great many negroes 
near the ril'er: they live in small towns, fenced in, 
with large reeds, to keep off enemies and the wild 
beasts in the night: they dwell in small round huts 
maue with cane standing upright, are covered with 
tb e same materials, and daubed with mud, to fill up 
tile openings between them. The negroes wet'e 
ai"rnid oC us when we came near their little towns, 
and those who were outside ran in and blocked up 
the passage in a minute; but finding we did not 
come to rob them, as the large companies of Arabs 
often do, but that we were poor and hungry, ther 
,,'ere willing to exchange barley-corn and meat for 

I '-' , 
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some o[ our goods, Nearly all the [ew things we had 
we re expended to keep us ali \'c until lV~ came nellr 

Tombuctoo, The'king and the people of that city had 
heenlookingout [or the caravan [rom \V idnoon CO lo two 
moons, hu t not one sou l had arrived ue[o l'e us, and 
wc wcre permitted to go into the city after del ive ring 
tlP ollr guns, powdel" and lead, to the Ic ing's officers 
to keep IIntil wc should wish to depart. Tombuctoo 
is "vcry large city, five limes as g rea t as Swearal;; 
it is bui lt on a level plain, surrounded on all ' side. 
by hills, except on tho sou th,. where th e plain con­
tinues to the bank o[ the same riYer we had been to 
before, which is wide and deep, and rllns to the east; 
fo,. we were obliged to go to it to wate-r our camels, 
and here we saw many boats made of great trees, 
sornc with negroes in them paddling across the river. 
The city is strongly walled in with stone laid in 
day, like the towns and hOllses in Suse, only a great 
deal thicker: the house of the kiug is ve ry large 
and high, like the largest house' in 10gadore, but 
Luilt o[ the same materials as the walls: there arc 
a great many mo ,'e houses in that city built o[ stone, 
with shops 01) Olle side, whe l'e the), sell sal t and 
knives, and bllle. cloth, and haicks, and an ab undance 
0(' other things, with many gold ornaments, The 
inhabitants arc hlacks, and the c\lief is a very large 
and gra) -headed 01.1 blackman, who is called SllCgar, 
which means sultan, or king, The principal part 
o[ tIle hOllses arc made wi th large re~ds, as thick as 
a man's anD, and stand upon their ends, and arc 
covered with small rced. iirst, an d then with the 
Jeal'cs of the da te trees: tbey are ro uml, and ths 
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lops come to a point like a heap of stones. Neither 
the Shogar nor his people are Moslemins, but there 
is a town divided off from the principal one, in one 
corne r, by a strong partition wall, and one gate to 
it, which leads from the maio towo, like the Jews' 
town, or Mill ah in Mogadore: all the Moors or 
Arabs who have liberty to come into Tombuctoo, 
are ob liged to sleep in that part of it every night, 
or gq out of the city eoti rely, and no stranger is 
allowed to enter that Millah without leaving his 
knife with the gate.keeper; but when he comes out; 
in the morning it is restored . to him. The people 
who live in that part are all Moslemin. The negroes, 
bad Arabs, and Moors, are all mix.ed together, and 
marry with each other, as if they ,vere all of one 
co lour : they bave no property of consequence, ex­
cept a few asses: their gate is shut and fastened 
every nigbt at dnk, and very strongly guarded both 
in the night and in the day-time. The Shegar or 
king is always guarded hy one hundre4 men on mules, 
armed with good guns, and one hundred men on foot, 
with guns and long knives. He would not go into 
the Millah, and we only saw him four or five times 
in tbe two moons we stayed at Tombuctoo, waiting 
for the caravan : but it bad perisbed on the desart­
neither did the yearly caravan from Tunis and Tri­
poli arrive, for it had also been destroyed. The city 
of Tombuctoo is very rich a's well as "ery large; it 
has fo"r gates to it; all of them are opened in the day­
time, but "cry strongly guarded and shut at night. 
The negro women are very fat and bandsome, and 
w.ear lar~e round gold rings in their noses. and fiat 
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ones in their ears, and gala chains and ambe r beads 
abou t their necks, with images and white fis h-bones, 
bent ro und , and the ends Castened together, hanging 
dOlVn between their breasts: they have bracelets on 
their wrists and on their ankles, and go barefoot. 
I had bought a small snulf-box fillet! with sn uff in 
Morocco, and showed it 10 the womCll in the princi­
pal street o[ Tombuctoo, which is very wide: lhere 
were a great many about me in a few minutes, and 
they insisted on buying my snuff and box ;-one made 
me one offer, and anolber made me another, until one, 
who wore richer onaments than the rest, told me, in 
broken Arabic, that she wou ld take off all she had 
about hoI' and g ive them to me for the box and its 
conten ts, I agreed to nccept them, and she pulled off 
b<rr nose-rings and ear-rings, all her neck chains, with 
their ornaments, and the bracelets from her wrists 
and ankles, and gayc them to me in exchange [or it: 
these ornaments would weigh more than a po und, 
and were made of solid gold at Tombuctoo, and I 
kept them through my whole journey afterwards, 
and carried them to my wife, who now wears a part 
of thelll, Tombuctoo carries on a great trade witl. 
all the caravans that come [rom Morocco and the 
shores of the Mediterrane an sea, Frolu Algiers, 
Tunis, Tripoli, &c, are brough t all kinds of cloths, 
iron, sal t, muskets, powder, and lead, swords 'or scim­
itars, tobacco, opium, spices, and perfumes, amber 
beads and other lI'inkets, with a few other al'ficles ; 
they cany back ill return elephallts' teeth, gold dust, 
and wrought gold, guru senegal, ostl'ich feathers, 
"ery curiously worked turbans, and slayes; a gre~t 

\ -c\ 
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many of the latter, and many other articles of less 
importance : tbe slaves are brought in from the 
south-west, all strongly ironed, and are sold very 
cheap; so that a good stout man may be bou,ght for 
a haick, which costs in the empire of Morocdo about 
(wo dollars, The caravans stop alld encan<p about 
two miles from the city in a deep valley, and tbe ne­
groes do not mo lest them: tbey bring their merchan­
dise near tbe walls of the city, where the inha bitants 
purella.e all their goods in exchange for the abuve­
me ntioned articles; n~t more than fifty men from 
anyone ca,'avan being a\lowed to enter tbe city at ~ 
time, and they must go out before others are permit­
ted to enter, This city also carries on a g reat trade 
with '¥assanah, (a city far to the south-east) in all 
the articles that are brought to it by caravans, and 
get returns in slaves, elepbants'teetb, gold, &c. 
The principal male inhabitants are clothed with blue 

. cloth shirts, that reach from their shou lders down to 
their knees, and are very wide, and girt about their . 
loins with a red and brown cotton sash or girdle : 
they also hang about thei r qodies pieces of different 
coloured cloth and silk handkerchiefs: the king i. 
dressed in a white robe of a similar fashion, but 
covered with white and yellow gold and si lver plates, 
that glitter in the sun;-he also has many other shin­
ing ornamellts of shells and stones hanging about 
him, and wears a pair of breeches like the Moors 
and Barbary Jews, and has a kind of white turban 
.on his head , pointing up, and strung with different 
kinds of ornaments; his feet are covered with red 
Morocco shoes: be bas no other weapon about him 

" I 
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thun n lurge whito stall' 01' sceptl'e, witll a goldell 
lion on the beau or it, which he carries in his hand, 
his whole co untenance is mild, ancl he seems to go­
"ern his suhjects 1110re like a father thall a king. 
The whole o[ his ollicers and guards wear breeches 
that are genorally dyed reu, but sometimes th ey arc 
white or blue: a ll but the king go bareheaded. 
The 1'001' people have only a si ng le picce or blue or 
other cloth about them, alld the slaves" breech doth. 
The inhabitt\nts in Tombuctoo are very numei·ous; 
I (billIe six times as lllallY as ill Sweurah, besides th" 
A rabs no d othol' Moslelllill or Mohammedans, ill 
thoir Millal:, or so p"r"te lown; whioh mus t contain 
llCtt rl y as Illany poople as there arc a ltoge ther in 
S wcarCth." 

NO'l' r~ R\' 'l'JH~ AU'I'1I01t. 

SWel\llAIl or l\[ogadol'c conlains abuut tbirty-si .... 
t hoUSMd soul s; lhal is, thirly thousand Moors and 
six thtHISand .lews: IiIi< may be a high estimation for 
'rombuctoo; IIInkinp; iltwo ll\\lldrod nnd sixteen tbou­
s:\Ild inh~bitmHs, )'el considering (he coullnereial illl­
pOl·tance oC th" p!t,C(', and tbe fertility o[ the country 
around it, III 1'0 CHn be no doubt bllt it cOlltains II vast 
l1umbel' of inhabit an ts; and J must also obsene, that 
I[ it was a small tOlVll, and containod tbe riches aUI·i· 
bllled to it, the)' would require a vcry strong [O I'CO to 
prevent th Arabs (l'om tho desart, together with tbe 
caravans, ["om taking it by sllrp"ise or by stonn. 

"Tho women lW O clothed in a light shirt or un­
.!cl'-dress, alld 01'01' it a greon, red, or blllo covering. 

\ 
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from thei r breasts to be low their knees- the whole 
g irt about their IV aists with a red g irdle; they stain 
their cheeks and foreheads red or yellow on some 
occasions, and the married women Weal' a kind of 
hood on their head:;, made of blue cloth, or silk, and 
cotton handkerchiefs of different li inds anel colours, 
and go barefooted. The king and people of Tom­
buctoo do not fea r and worship God,. like the Mosle­
mins, but like the peop le of Soudan, they only pl'ay 
one time in t wenty-four bours, when, they see the moon, 
and when she is not seen they do not pray at all : 
they cannot read or write, but are honest, and they 
eirfumcise their cbi ldren li ke the Arabs: tbey haye 
no luosques, IJUt dance eyery night, as the Moors 
nnd Arabs pray. The Sll egar or king had colJ ected 
abo ut one thousand slaves, some gums, elephants' 
teeth, gold dust, &oc. to be ready fa)' (he yeady ca ra­
vans; but as three moons had passed away since 
the time they ought to have arrived, he gave them 
tip for lost, and concluded to send a carayan with 
part of his goods that came across the desart; vi z,..­
some alt, iron, cloths, &c. to a large city a t a great 
distance from Tombucloo: and havingfol'med a body 
of about three thousand men, well armed with mus­
kets, Ion?; knives, and spears, and three thousand 
asses, and about two hundred camels, which were all 
loadeu with heavy goods, such as iron, salt, tobacco, 
&c., he hired my brother Seid and myself (with ten 
more of our companions) to carry loads on our two 
camels to Wassanah, for wbich he was (0 gi"e us, 
when we came back, two haicks each and some gold. 
A< we were completely in h is power, we did 
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nqt dare to refuse to go, anJ he put us under the car,,­
of his brother, whose name was Slteihaa, who haa 
command of the whole caravan. It was in the 
month of Shua l ( -- ) when we departed from 
Tombuctoo for a place we had never before heard 
of. We had in the company about two hundred 
Moslemin, but the master of the caravan wou ld not 
pel'mit liS, Moslemin, to keep our guns, for fear We 

slwu(d turn against Itim, if lie was obliged to jig"!:' 

SECTION IV . 

Sidi 11amel sels out for WassanaA-!.is arrival tAere, alld 
description of t"al city, IliC country, and ils in/,abilmlis 
-of tAcgrcat riuer v.;lt,iclt runs 11 car £1, andof his return 
to TO}1l,buctuo-colltaitling also tlte autllOr's geographi­
cal opin£ons,/ouncied on tlu's narrat~'ve, OJ! tllo sources 
of the 'river J\'"igot-//s leng/It, course, and outlet, t'n/(J 
tlte .!l l!cudic oeeall. 

" ALL being prepared, we went from Tombllc(oo, 
about two houl's' ride, tbwards the south, to (he bank 
of the rivel', which is ca ll eu a( that place Zolibib, and 
was wider than from Mogadore to the island; (i. e .. 
abOllt five hundred yards;) here was a miserable 
village, built with canes, and mudded over: it had 
nbout two hundred small houses in it, but no walls: 
\\'0 then setolTnear tbe side of the rii'er,and travelled 
on in a plain even counl ry for six da),s, every day 
'within sight of the !'j"CI', which was on onr right hand, 
and running the same way we travelled, and Out' 
course was a little to the south of cast; when 'lVe 
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came to a small town, called Bi'mbina!., walled in wi th 
caoes and thorn-bushes, and stopped two days near 
it, to get provisions and rest our beasts: here the 
ril'er turned more to the 'south-eastward, because 
there was a very high mountain in sight to the east­
ward: we then went from the river side, and pursued 
oUt" journey more so uthwardly, trnrough a hilly and 
woody country, for fifteen days, when we came to the 
same l:iver again. Eve ry night we were obJiged to 
make up large fires all orou1'd the caravan. to keep 
off the wild beasts, such as lions, tigers, and others, 
which made a dreadful howling, Here was 0 small 
town of black people belonging to another nation, 
who were enemies to tbe king of Tombuctoo, but 
were friendly to the king of Wassanah; and not 
being strong, they did not molest us, but furnished 
us with what corn we wanted , and twenty oxen. 
' Ve saw a large number of armed black men, nearly 
oaked,on the othe r side ofthe river, who seemed tq be 
hosti le, but tbey could not get ac)(oss to attack us : 
we also saw t wo very large tOIVOS, but walled io like 
the ot hers we had passed: we stopped here, and 
rested our camels and asses five days, and then went 
on ward again in about a S. E. direction, winding, as 
the riv" .. ran, for three days; and then had to 'climb 
over a very high ridge of mountains, which took up 
six clUJ's, and when we were on the top of them, we 
could see a large chain of high mountains to the 
westward; those we passed were thickly covered 
",ith very large trees, and i t was extremely difficult 
to get lip and down them; but we could not go any 
other way, for the river ran against the steep side 0 

') 
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ril l} mountain; so havio g gotten over them, we came 
to the river's Lank again, where it was ve l'Y narrow 
an d full of rocks, that dashed the water dreadfu lly : 
then finding a good path, we kept on to Lhe S. E. wind­
ing a little every day, sometimes more to the east, 
then to the sOll th again : we kept travelling this way 
fol' twelve clays after leaving the mountai ns,· during 
w hich time we had seen the river nearly every day 
on our right haml, and had passed a groat. many 
small strcams that empty into it: it was now I'ery 
wiele, aoel looked deep-hel'e we saw many trees 
tI ug out hollow, like the boats at 'l'ombuctoo, and 
they were used to can )' negroes across the riv er, 
and were pushed along with fl at pieces of wood: we 
also sa \V the higll mountains on th e wes t side of the 
J;t'call'ivcl', ycry plain ly. l~Ia\' i ng I'csteJ seven days 
a t the ferrying-place, we then trave ll ed on for fifteen 
days, most of the time ill sight of the l·il'e r. When wo 
came close to the walls of the ci I y of 'Vassanah, 
the king came out with a gL'cal army, consisting of 
all his soldiers, to meet us, but findin g wo had only 
come to Irado by the orders of, and with the goods of, 
his friend Shegar of 'l'omb uctoo, he invited lhe cbie~ 
nile! the whole ofth" ea!'avan, to abide within a square 
enclosure, neal' the walls of the city: he re we re­
maineu two moons, exchang ing our goods for sluves, 
gold, elephan ts' teoth, &0. 

" T ho oity of 'Vassull ah is buill neal' the bank of 
the firer, which rullS past it ncarly sou lh, between 
high mOl1ntains 011 both sides, thou!(" no t vc ry olose 
to the river, which is so wide the re tha t we could 
hardly see a mon ocross it on the other side: tho 
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people of Tombuctoo call it Zol ibib, and those of' 
"assanah call it Zadi. The walls of the city are 
yery large, and made of great stones, laid up like the 
stolle fCllces in the proyince of Hah Hah, in Moroc­
co, hilt without any clay or mud amongst them: 
they are yery thick and strong, ana much higher 
than the wall s of Tombuctoo. I was permitted to 
walk round them in company, with six negroes, and 
it tooj< me one whole day: the walls are built sql1a~e, 
>lnd have one large gate on each side. The country 
"II around the city is dug up, and has barley, co rn, 
and other yegotables planted on it; and close by the 
side of the river, all the land is covered with rice, 
and there are a great many oxen, and cows, and 
asses, belonging to tbe cit)" but no camels, nor 
horses, mules, sheep, nor goats, but all about and in 
the city, speckled fowls abound, and there are plenty 
of eggs. The people of tbe caravan were allowed , 
to enter the city, but only twenty at a time, and 
they we!'e all obliged to go out again before night. 

" 'Ve had been there more tban a mooo, when it 
came to my turn to go in. I found almost the whole 
of the gro und inside of .tile walls was covered with 
buts made of s tones piled up without clay, and some 
recds, laid across the tops, covered over with tl;e 
lal'go leaves of the date or palm tree, or of another 
tree which looks vcry much like a date tree, and bears 
a fruit as large as my head, which has a white juice 
in it sweeter than milk; the inside is hard, and very 
good to eat: the trees that bear this big fruit , grow 
in abundance in this country, and their li'uit is very 
plenty: their hills have narrow passages bel ween 
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(l1em : the king or chief is called Oleeboo, ,~hicb 
means, in tlIe negro talk, good sultan: he i3 a very 
tall, and quite a young man; his house is very large, 
"(:luare, and high, made of stone, and tile chinks filled 
~'P with something wliite like lime, but not s6 hard: 
they would not let IDO go into his house, and told 
me he had onc hundred and fifty wives, or more, and 
ten thousand slaves: he dresses in a white , Itirt, tbat 
looks like the one worn by Mr. Will , hi,'c, and lopg 
trowsers made like them you have on, and caloured 
like aO OI·ange." Those I then had on, were com­
mon wide sailor trowseJ's. " He Itas over his shirt 
" caftan or robe with sleeves to it, made of red 
cloth, tied about with a gird le tha t goes from hi e 
hreas( (0 his hips, made of silk handkerchiefs of all 
(;010ur6, and has slips pC line coloured silk tied roulld 
bis arrns and legs: his hair is also tied in omall 
1Juncl,es, and he wears on his head a "cry bigh hat 
made of canes, coloured very handsomely, and 
adorned with fine feat],e,.~: he bas sandalJl on his 
leet, hound up with go ld chains, and a great gold 
chain over his should er, with a bunch of ornamcnt, 
made of hri ght stones and. shell s, (hat dazzle th~ 
('yes, bangill;; 011 his breast, and wears a large dag­
ger 1) his side ill a gold case. He rides on th~ 
back of a huge heast, railed lifemcnt, three ti roes as 
thick a" lOy gnat camel, and a great deal biglJCr, 
with a' ('r) long 'JOse and great (ee th, and almost as 
black as II", ,,,;;rocs: he is so stron g, that be ca 0 

kill an hundred men ill a minute when he i. mad­
this is the an ilrt td that the teeth grow in which WI' 

hrin!:" from 'rombucloo to Widnoon, which you ('"Il 
\ 
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elephants' teeth, and this was the only one of the 
animals [ ever saw, but they told me these creatures 
were very plenty down the rirer fJ'om Wassanah." 
This answers to the description of, and no doub t is, 
the elephant. 

"The king of W assanah has a guard of two 
hundred negroes ' all foot, one hundred of them 
armed with muskets, fifty with long spears, and fifty 
with great bows anJ arrows, with long knives by 
their' sides : they always attend hi m when be goes 
out on his beast; he has also a very large army: 
they fig ht with guns, spears, and bows and al:rows. 
The city has twice as maoy inhabitants in it as 
Tombuctoo, and we saw a great many town~ near 
it 011 the otber siue of the river, as well as several 
small settlements on the same side below. The 
king nor tbe people do not pray like the MoslemiD;;, 
but they jump about, fall do wn, tear their faces as 
if they were mad when any of their friends die, and 
every time they see the new moon, they make a 
great feast, and dance all night to music maue by 
singing and beating on skins tied across a hollow 
stick, and shaking little stooes in a bag or shell; but 
they do not read nor write, and are heathens. 
Though the free people in this place, do not steal, 
and o."e very hospitable, yet I hope the time is near 
when tbe faitbful, and they that fear God and hi. 
prophet, will turn them to the true belief, or drive 
them away from this good ly land. 

" The principal inhabitants of Wassanah are dress­
ed in .bi"ts of white or blue cloth, with short trow­
ser;, and some witb a long robe over tbe whole, tied 
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about with a girdle of different colours: the free 
f~males are generally very fat, and dress in blne or 
white coverings tied about their waists with girdle$ 
of all colours: they wear a great many ornaments 
of gold, and beads, and shells, hanging to t\leir ears 
and noses, necks, arms, ankles, and all over their 
hair; but tIle pool'er sort are only covered about th"ir 
loins by a cloth which grows on the tree (hat bears 
the big fruit r have told you about before." Thi~ fr],lit, 
I imagine; must be the cocoa-nut, and I have often 
in the VI' est Indies, and elsewhere, observed the 
outer bark of this singular palm-tree: it is woYen 
by nature like cloth, each thread being placed ex­
aclly o\'er and under thp others. It appears like 
regular wove coarse bagging, and is quite strong: 
it loosens and (h'ops from the trunk of the tree of its 
own accord, as the tree increases in size aod age. 
r had long before considered that this most singular 
bark must have suggested to man the first idea of 
cloth, and taught him how to spin, and place the 
threads so as to form it of other materials that have 
since be eo used for that purpose, and this first hint 
from natm:e has been improved into our present me:,­
thods of spinning and \1'Ileaving. 

"The male slaves go entirely naked, but the 
women are allowed a pieoe of tbis cloth to cover 
tbeir nakedness with: they are very numerous, and 
many of (hem kept chained: the), are obliged (0 

work the earth rountl about !lie city. T he inhabi­
tants catch a great many 'fish : they have boats made 
of great (rees, cut off and hollowed out, that will 
hdld teo, fifteen, 01' twenty negroes, and tRe brothel' 
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01 the king told one of my Moslemin companions 
who could understand him. (for 1 could not,) that 
he was going to se t out in a few days with sixty 
boats, and to carry five hundred slaves down the 
riYer, first to the southward, and then to the west­
ward, where they shoull! come 'to the great water, 
and sell them to pale people w~o came there in 
great boats, and brought muskets, and powder, and 
tobacco, and blue c1otb , and knives, &c.- he, said it 
was'; great way, and would take him three moons 
to I!:ct there, and he should be gone twenty moons 
before he cou ld ge t back by land, but should be very 
rich." J then asked him ho.w many boats he sup­
posed there were in the riYer at 'IV assanah? he 
,aid :-" A gl'eat many, three or four hundred, I 
shoul,1 think; out some of them are Hry small: we 
saw a great many of these people who had been 
down the river to see the great water, with slaves 
and teeth , and came back again: they said, the pale 
people lived in great boats, and bad guns as, big as 
thei r bodies. tbat made a noise like thunder, and 
would kill all the people in a hundred ,?egro boats, 
if they wellt too near them: we saw ill the river 
and on (he bank a great l)umber of fish, with legs 
and large mouths, and these would run into the 
water in a minute, if any mall went near them, but 
they told us they would catch children, and some­
times men, when in the boats: (these are, no doubt, 
crocodiles or hippopotamus',) tht negroes are very 
kind, and would always give us barley, com, or rice, 
milk or meat, if we were hungry, though we could 
lIot speak a language they understood. While we 



:142 CAPTAIN RILEY'S NARRATIVE. 

stopped at W"ssanah, it rained a!tnost every day. 
Having' tra.lcd' away a1l the goods we carrieu there, 
Shelbar took three hunured slaves and a great many 
teetb, dazzling stones, and shells, and gold; with 
these we set off again, and went the same way 
back to Tombuctoo, which took us three moons, and 
we were gone from the time we left it; to the time 
we returned, eight moons. On my arrival at Tom­
buatoo, we were paid by the chief of the caravan 
according to promise, and a few da,ys afterwards a 
caravan arrived there from T,m)s, which. we joined 
to return by that way to our own country.'" 

I must here beg the reader's indulgence for a 
moment, in order to make some remarks, and a few 
geographical observations that this part of the narra­
ti I'e has suggested. Tbis narrative I, for my own 
part, consider strictly true and correct, as far as 
tbe memory and judgment of Sidi Hamel were con­
cerned, whose veracity aod intelligence I had before 
tested: he had not the least inducement held out to 
him for giving this account, further thao my own 
and Mr. Willshire's curiosity; and his description of 
Tombuctoo agrees in substance with tbat given by 
several Moors, (Fez merchants) who came to Mr:" 
Willshire's hOllse to buy goods while Sidi Hamet 
was there, and who said they had knowu bim in 
Tombuctoo several years ago. From these consi­
derations combined, and after examining the best 
maps extant, I co"clude that I have strong ground. 
on which to found the following geograph~cal opi­
nions, viz. 
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1 st, That the great Desart is much higher laod 
00 its southero side Cas I had proyed it to be 00 the 
oortl1 by my owo obserYatioos) than the sur­
rounding couotry, and consequeotly that its whole 
st\l-facc is much higher than the la d oear it 
that is susceptible of ·cultivation. 2dly, That 
the rirer which Sidi Hamet and his compan­
ions CaUle to withio foorteen days ride, and west of 
Tomb.uctoo, called by the Arabs el Wod '1'rmij, and 
by the negroes, Gozen-Zair, takes its· rise in the 
mountains south of, and bordering on, the great 
Desart, bei.g probably the northero branch of that 
cxtensive riuge in which the Senegal, Gambia, and 
Niger rivers, have their sources; and that this river 
is a branch of the Niger, wbich runs eastwardly for 
several hUlIdred miles to Tombuctoo, near which 
city, many branches, uniting in one great stream, it 
takes the name of Zolibib, and continues to run 
nearly east, about two hllndrerl and fifty miles from 
Tombuctoo; when meeting with high laod, it is 
turned more south-eastwardly, and running in that 
direction ill a winding course, about five hundred 
miles, it has met with some obstructions, through 
which it has foroed ils way, and formed a consider- . 
able full: for Sidi Hamet, having spent six days in 
passing the monntaioR, came again near the river, 
which IVas then [ti led with broken rocks, and the 
water w.s foaming and roa riug among them, as he 
oboen ed, " Illost dread!ully." This must be a fall 
or rapid. 3dly, That from these falls, it runs lirst 
to the south-eastward, alld theo more to tbe south, 
till it reaches Wassauah, about six huudred miles, 
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where it is by some called Zolibib, and by otherg 
Zadi, 4thl)', That as the inhabitants of Wassanall 
say they go first to the southward, and then to the 
westward, in' boats to the g reat \I aiel'; this r eon" 
ccive llIust be the Atlantie Oeean, 'where they have 
scen pale men and grea t bo:!.!s, &c, These I should 
naturally conclude were Eur'opeans, with vessels; 
and that it takes three moons to get the,'e, (abO\lt 
eighty-five days) at the, rate of thirty miles i\ d;>y, 
whioh is the least we can give them with So strong a 
current; it mak.es a distanGe from thence' to the sea 
of about two thousand fIve hundred milcs': iu com­
puting this distance, one-third aI', more shou ld be 
allowed for its windings, so that the whole length of 
the river is above foul' thousand miles, and is pro­
hably the longest aod largest on the African conti,­
nent, 5thl)', That the waters of this river in theil' 
passage towards the east, have beeQ obstructed in 
t heir course by high monntains in (he cen,ral re­
gions of tliis unexplored conlinent, and turned south­
wardly: that they are borne a long to tbe south­
ward, betwe'en the ridges of mountains that are 
known to extend all along the weslern coast, f,'om 
Senegal to (he gulf of Guinea, and to round with 
that gulf to the soulh of (he equator: that they are 
continually nal'l'owed in and straitened by that im­
mense ridge in which the great river Nile is knowlt 
to haye its somecs; and which mountailis lie in the 
equatorial region: that (his central rivcr receives, 
i.l its lengthened COllrse, all t he s!I'eams that water 
.. nd fe\,tilize the whole country, bctween the 1m, 
beFore-mentioned ridges of mountains: the waters 

..... 
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thus accumulated and pent up, at length broke over 
their western and most feeble barrier, tore it down 
to i Is base, and thence found and forced their way to 
the Atlantic Ocean, forming wbat is now kuown as 

. the river Congo. 10 corroboration of this opinion, 
some men of my acquaintance, who have visited tbe 
Congo, and traded a'n along, the coast between it 
and the Senegal, affirm, tbat the Congo discharges 
more I?ater into the Atlantic, taking the whole year 
toge ther, than all the streams to the north ward of it, 
het ll'een its mouth and Cape de Verd. 

SECTION Y. 

Sidi Hamel's jonmey jro7n Tombuctoo to Morocco, by 
the eastern route-his descn'pfion of the D esart, and 
·of the couht-ry on botA sides of it. Of a dreadful 
battle witA tAe wandering .I1mbs. Sid'; Hamet takes 
his leave, and sets out to jo£n his fami ly. 

"THE carayan we joined at Tombuctoo, was 
a very large one, belonging to Algiers, Tunis, 
Tripoli, and Fez, four uniied together. They re­
mained near that city two moons, and bought two 
thousand slaves, besides a great deal of ,go ld dust, 
and teeth, and turbans, and go ld rings, and chains, 
and gum; but Seid and I bad only aliI' t~o camels, 
and they were hut partly lo~ded with gum, for ac­
count of B.,. JVassar, the Sbeick of the Tunissian 
part of tbe caravan, for there were tbree Sheicks _ 
in it. " ' hen every tbing was rea~.e set ,elf 
[TOlD Tombuctoo, and travelled e~l'therJy, twen-

Yy 
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ty days through th e hilly country. crossing a great 
many little streams of water th at ran to the south 
and west towards the great river, it having rained 
very hard almost eyc,')' night whil st we lrere at 
Tombuc(oo. 

When we were g;oillg amongst the hills and trees, 
we saw n great many smal l towns, or cities, most of 
them fenced in with good stone walls, but some with 
cane and thorn bushes. The land of that country­
is very good, and plenty of corn g rows on it, and 
some ri ce and dates, and we sa w some oxen, sheep, 
and asses, and a few horses. The inhabitants are 
Moors and Arabs mixed with thc negroes, and almost 
as black as th e latter; all of OUI' own religion: they 
are very stout nerce men, but they did Dot attempt 
to molest us, and so ld us ever y thing we wanted at 
a cheap rate: they weal' no clothing but a strip of 
cloth about their middles, and a ring of bone or ivory 
round the women's ankles and wrists, and some beads 
in their hair: they are peaceable people, and never 
a ttack the caravans nnless the latle r attempt to rob 
them: th ey are armed with muskcts and with long 
l1nives, and with bo ws and a rrows. " 'hen they are 
forced to fight, they do it with the g reates t fury, and 
never take pri soners 0" receiYe quarte r, and only de­
fend (hei,' rights. Some of the people in our carayan 
told us, tha i a few years ago a cam"an, going from 
T ombuctoo to Tun is, Algiers, &c. in pas~ ing th rough 
this counllT, sn rprised and stole abou t four hun­
dred of the inhabitants for slaves, and a g"ea t numbe r 
of cattle and much corn, and went towards the desart; 
but tlle'so pe01'le llssem bled a large host, and cam~ 
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up with them in the night near the edge of the des art, 
and cut the whole oftbem to pieces, though they wer~ 
more than two thousand men stron€\, aod well armed J 

only abo ut fifty of the people of the carayan escaped 
and go t back to Tunis to tell the )JeW S, and tbey 
only by riding on the swiftest camels without any 
Joads. Afte,' having refreshed our camels for ten 
days in a beautiful valley, where there was a good 
stream of water for them to drink, and filled the sacks 
with c~als , we mounted up to the desart, and steered 
on the fiat Jevel away to the north, As we wen't 
a long we came to some small "all eys, wbere the 
Arabs feed their camels and live on thei,' milk, and 
think themse lye$ the most learned, virtuous, and 
religious people in the world, and the most happy 
too, though tbey have neither bread, nor meat, nor 
honey, nor any clothing buVa rag tied round their 
waist, and live in tents, wandering about. We 
steered about north for eighteen days, when we came 
to the usual watering-place, call ed Weydlah; here 
was a great deal of water ill a pond, but it was black 
and quite salt, like the water in the wells close by 
the grea t sea ;-it was very dead and stinking and 
tasted ofsulph~r;-it is in a very deep pit and difficult 
to gel at, there being only one place by which we' 
cou ld lead the camels down to tbe water: it is said 
to be very deep in the middle, and was never known 
to be ury: it was almost cOI-ered o,'er by a thick 
green scum;-we cou ld sec the tracks of wild beasts, 
such as tigers and lions, neal' the water, "r e had 
~een a great many or tbese animals in our trave ls to 
Wassanah, and when we were coming from TOII\-
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buctoo to lhe eastward. Our carann consisted of 
abo ut fifteen hundred men, most of us well armed 
wi th double-barrelled guns and scimitars, and we had 
about four thousand camels. I t was a long journey 
to the next well; so we stopped here six days peaceably, 
haying encamped in a valley a little distan"ce west of 
the pond or lake. We had always made the camels 
lie down in a circle, placing the goods in the centre, 
and the to'ell between the camels and the goods: we 
had two hundred men on guard , and always ready 
for any emergency. In the night of the si" th day, 
about two hours after midnight , we were attacked by 
a very large body' of wanderillg Arabs: they had 
got to within a few yards of us before they were dis­
covered, and poured in a most destructive fire of 
musketry, at the same ti'me "running in lik e hungry 
tigers, with spears and scimitars in their hands, with 
ureadfol yellings:-they threw the ",hole carayan into 
confusion for a moment; but we -were in a tight 
circle, formed by the camels, which with the guards 
kept them off (o-Lll..sha..t tiUTe, till th e whole of our 
mell seized their arms and rallied. The battle now 
raged most furiously : it was cloudX and very ,dal'k; 
the blaze of the powder making only a faint light, 
whilst the crackin g of musketry, the clasbing of 
swords, t.he shouts of the combatan ts, and the bel­
lowings of the wounded an d .frightened camels, 
together with the groans of the wounded and dying 
men, made the most dreadful and borrid uproar that 
can be conceived : the fight continued for abollt two 
hours, hand to hand and breast to breas t, when the 
assailants gave way and ran off, leaving their dead 


