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Herodotus wri tes, that 'the Egyptians eat in the stre et s , but for the 

other needs of nature, they seclude themselves in their houses.' It is 

common in Ashantee to eat in the street s , but the passage accounts for one 

of the most surprising of t heir superiorities , the cl oacae in the retired 

parts of the houses of the higher cl ass (even in the upper stories ), which I 

have described i n the 'Architecture,' and to the construction and 

cleanliness of which they pay so much a ttention. The same delicacy , obsorved 

in the other cal ls of nature, according to Her odotus, no doubt originated the 

remarkable 1a;7 in Ashantee , which makes any' persons committing adultery 

without the house , even in the most secluded parts of the forest, the slaves 

of whoever i!.iscovers them, 

The kings of Egypt ass isted i n 11 morning sacrifice, s oon after rising; 

after whi ch, some wise maxims 01:' !Teat ac tions were r ead t o them from the 

sacred books: the king of Ashantee always assists in the moring sacrifice, 

a t the fetish temple, Himma, adjoining the palace; pouring the blood of the 

sheep over his r oyal stool, and afterwards rubbing it wi th the juice of the 

sacred orllnges, with hi s own hands: the Elders of his Council repra t t o him 

every morning (as he frequentl y impressed on us), the acti ons and precepts 

of the great men who lived bef ore him. He has also a of for eigners 

(natives of Cor anza) , like the Egyptie.n and Abyssinia monarchs. The kings 

of Egypt, unable to, indul ge their private feelings, were constrained t o pass 

sentence according t o t:,;) Z-cl'.7:; thc ki ng 0:' AshD.nteG is constantly reminded of 

(1) Mission to Ashantee . p. 306 

(2) TJ,e variety, which pliny t estifies , in the customs 'of the inhabitants of 
the interior ,of Africa , rokes these coincidences the more impressive . In 
Darfur, ther e ' is so little decency, tha t ,they gratify the most revolting incest 
incests without the houses, in broad day;, neither (Mr. Browne continues ) i s 
the husband j oal ous of his wife's ponyersing familiarly with another man, 
which would not only torment an Egyptian excessively, but be a sufficient 
pretext for putting her to death. . 

. ' .... -
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this obligati~n by his ministers, and it wo.s oppesed to him as insurmoun~~ble 

when he would ho.vc sacrificed the lives of Bakkie end Assafoo to his jus t 

indignation; for, although their conduct was most flagitious, being cnch of 

a sacred family, they could only be deprived of their possessions. The 

Egyptians tore their habits, and displayed the most violent grief on the death 

of their kings, abstained from meat for seventY-~7o days, and prefaced the 

funerals with the greatest magnificence. The o.ffect ed insanity of the royo.l 

f amily, from the violence of. their grief, murdering whom they please; the 

extravagance of the funeral oustom, celebrated in monstrous excess the first 

time (from that of every subject who died during the reign being repeated with 

it) and renewed weekly for many months; the abstinence of the people; the 

saerifice of the ocras; 1 and the other extraordinary circumstances, are 

fully related in the 'Mission to AShantee." 

The following remarkable coincidences between the laws of the Ethiopians 

and those of the Ashantees, are made still more interesting by the assurance 

of Diodorus, that the l aws of the Egyptians were , in substance, the same as 

those of the Ethiopians. "According to the es tablished order of suceession 

amongs t some Ethiopic 11D.tiOns, . upon the dec.th of the king, his sister's son 

mounted the throne." 2 " Their malefactors were obliged by a 

(1) The annual visit to the royal sepulchre in Coomassie, r eminds DC of 
BroffilC'S concl1lllion, f!"'on his observc. tioI1$ c. t AchJ:l-in , tho. t tho ancient 
J:;gyptians follOi,ed the oo.stern custor;! of yeo.rly visi twg . the: 'tom~s of their 
anoestors: he enforoes this oonolusion, by remarking, tha t the custom is 
still preserved a~ Damiat, in spite of the preoepts of Islamism. . 

(2) Ancient Part of Universal History, v. 16, p. 209, where the ~arious 
authori ties are oi ted ••••• Mission to Ashantee , p. 234. The Bedjas, " the 
extremi ties, of whOSe country touch upon the donfines of Abyssinia," have 
preserved oustoms similr.r to ·those of the Ashantees: "\7ith them the son by 
the daughter, or the son b;y the sister, sueceeds to the property, to the 
exclusion of the true ' son; ' and they alleg6 t~.t the birth of the daughter's 
or sister's son is more certain, beoause, c.t ·all events, whether it is the 
husbc.nd or some one else who is the f ather , he is v.lwc.ys her son." 
(Burom1.rdt, p. 503.) See a lso note 3, to p. 45 of this Eeeay. The 
Bedjas appee.r to Mve been c. very powerful nation formerly: "In the 
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pc.rticuler Inw. to f[l ll by their 0>711 h[lnds ." 1 "At the king ' s de[lth all 

hi s household ser vants, either in conplianco with the lans or a n indispensabl e 

cus t om , killed thell)seivos . " 2 

The three poli t ic[ll c l asses of nncient, Egypt [Ir e to be r ecogniSed in 

Ashnntee ; e.nd Meiner' s description of the~!ilites Nobilior es , a s a r c.nk not ' 

a ttai=ble by "writ or o. chievenent but by birth [ll one , o.nd as sharing t he 

terri tory with the king, accords precis cly with tha t of the aristocr a cy in 

Ashantee; who,? until So.i Cudj o 's time , a l w,.ys ncquired this dignity by 

inheri knce only, nnd continue to sha re the power o.nd th e terri tori ty with 

the king ) 

history of Bahnc.se (Oxyrinchus) o.nd tlk, t of its vo.l or ous def ence a ga inst 'tho, 
Arab oonqueror s of Egypt, I find it s t a t od , tho.t 0. large army of Bedjas and 
Noubas , headed by M..".ksoul, king of Bedj a , and Ghclyk, King of Noub[l , oame to 
the as sisto.nce of th e Chris ti[ln ohief, llatlos, who 17r,S besie'ged a t I3a.hnf'..s6, 
by the officer s of Amr Ibn el MS . This b l ack [lrmy i s sa id to h(iVe ,O,on- .-
sis ted 'of 50,000 men . They had with them 1,300 el epha nts, eo.ch bearihg up on 
its back (l v(!ulted, house mnde of l ea thor, in Vlhich 10 men t ook their post in 
the baLlie . In the oompany of the Bedjas wer e" r a oe of men of giga ntic , 
s W. ture, rolled El Kowad , ' coming frO!:l b eyond Sounkin . They wer e covered with ' 
tiger skins, and i n , their upper lips copper rings wer e fixed. The 1foslims 
defea ted this army, Ther e i s c. s tra nge mixture of truth (!nd rom(!nce in this 
history, but the arrivc. l of, tho Bedj a [lr ny is so well authentico.t ed by 0. 

train of witnesses , tho. t little doubt co.n ,rem..'1.in of its ha ving 'r eally t aken 
pla ce; a lthough the number b()th "of !:len a nd. el opha nts se ems t o be exagger a t ed . 
The elephants of south~n Nubic. a r e , a s f a r as I know, no l ongor us ed t o ride 
upon." --Burckhardt, p; ,S',!.'t ,. Is, it not likely th~t mc.ny of thes e Bedjas 
r e tired into the interior vlith their cus t oms [lnd super stitions , not only on 
this occasion, but Ol'l pr'evious emergencies; for Mnkrizi records tlk'1.t "the 
Phnrao kings of' i!:gypt mnde incursions ago.ins t tho Bedj o.s , Md tlk'1. t the Gr eeks 
did the sane when they t ook Egypt.~'" . 

(1) U.H.I.c. Mission to Ashantee,' p. 258. 

(2) U.H.I.c. Miss'i on to As hL'.ntee, p. 291. 

(3) I have shewn trult b oth the Abys s inian o.nd the 'Asho.nteewere very far 
from being despotic mona rches , according to' t he originel c6nsti ~tions.; o.nd , 
thero were limits t o tho p ower of the s overeigns in Egypt: the order of 
succession W[lS r egulo.t ed , [lnd tho o.dministrn tion of justioe confined t o 0. 

particulo.r body, whose credit was n counterbo.L'1.nce t o the authority of the kings , 
who never possessed the r i ght of judging in civil causes. The judges took an 
awful oath at their instnllntion, that they 170uld not obey the kings in case 
they required them t o pas s ['.n unjust sentence. When the king entered into an 
assembly of judges , he \'fe,s obliged t o put off his m..'1.ntle or upper habit, 
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The Egyptians 0ccording to Her odotus, ~ere divided i nto seven classes : 

Pries ts, Soldiers , Cow-herds , Swi ne-her rls , Merchr.nts , I nterpreters, and 

Sc.ilors: 1 ·:.hu herediu'.l·Y ,-, .Lasses i n Ashc.m;ee are Priests, Soldiers , 

labourers, Artisans, and Traders: the young unaroed Soldier , who in his first 

campaign does not gain his weapon from the enemy, is di smi ssed t o the plc.nta­

tions as umvorthy of his f ormer elc.ss . 2 I n Egypt, the King, the Priests, 

and the Soldiers consigned their L~nds to the labourers, to cultiva t e for a 

reasonable r eturn: the same custom exists in Ash2ntoe , a nd the condition, 

generally, is to furnish the household of the pr opriet or with provisions, and 

to t ake such of h~s numer ous children as he mc.y not be able to afford to 

mcintain in the city. 

By the laws of Egyp t he who saw a Jili.~n attacked on the high way and did 

not a ttempt t o assist him, was punished with der.th; if he proved that it was 

not possible, for him t o render assistance , he was nevertheles s obliged t9 

discover the culprits and bring them t o justice . In Abyssinia , according 

apparently to shew thc~t he could not judge of himself • . Besides the College of 
Thirty (which const.."l.ntly r es ided 1'. t ,Thebes ) and the partieulc.r magistrates of 
other towns and ci t:i:es , 'the provinces sent deputies 'from time to time, which 
discuss ed the affairs of the s t ate in the l abyrinth.--De Pauw , p. 291. 
Orus Apollon. Diodorus assures us th..~ t the kings of Egypt co uld not t..'UC thcir 
subjects arbitrarily. It c.ppears th..~t no king of Egypt ~as Pontiff before 
Setho, for royalty and the priesthood wer e bY , l aw i ncompatible . 

(1) Strabo divides the Egyptians into three classes , Priests, SOLdier s , and 
Cultivators. Pla to into six, Diodorus mmes five classes in one part of his 
work, and three jn another . 

(2) Purohas asserts, after the cc.rlies t trc.vellers in Abyss:iniQ., "yet the 
Pesants are not employed in mili wie service, but only the Cauas , ,which ere 
men brought up ther et o."-Purchas his Pilgrimage., 16267, c. 4. p. 741. 
Amongst the Guanches, the Achimencey who degre.ded hims elf by milking '-r!, goat 
with his own hands f orfeited his title to nobility: "On est etonne de voir 
condc.mnes au mepris, dos le commencement de lc. civilisc. tion, les travaux 
utiles de llagriculture et de l a ' vie pcstorale.u~umboldt, Relation Historigue . 
etc. t. 1, p. 191. . 
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t o Antonius, TIhen D. ron wo.s murder ed in tro.velling , i t wo.s i mmedi a t ely pr o­

cl a imed throughout the t 017ns of t hc.t n ei ghbourhood , t hc.t the inho.bi t o.nts might 

seiz e the murder er , (md, unless t hey di d so, they Her e fined heo.vily . 

I have no memoro.ndum of the so.me l o.w exis t~ng in ASQ,nt ee , f or the sarno ~,so ; 

but it i s ver y :;:>r eba blc , f or ITe de t ect its peculiar princi pl e in the lavr 

permi tting 0. complc.in.,nt to s eiz e uny t ormsman of the defendant , and t o r etain 

him until his fo.mily or friends ha ve seized a nd deliver ed up the denounceQ 

offender. The laws of Egypt permitted t he cr editor t o arres t the corps e of 

the debtor: in Ashantee , the bodies of those who do not l eave prop erty 

enough to po.y t heir debts, Md whose relo.tions o.re un., ble t o do so, o.r e 

el evo. t ed, in their baskets or coffins , on props by th e r oo.d Side , without 

the towns, o.nd ther e drop ,may in putrefo.ction: the per so n who meddJ.ed wi th t 

them would be come lio.ble t o their debts. The fo.roily o.r e obliged to r eturn 

or nmk e good who.t ever o.ny relative (0. wi fe is not considered as a relative) 

may s t eal or defr aud .:'-nother of; but the l aw , in acknowl edgment of this 

undertaking, l eo.ves tho punishment of the off ender wholly i n the ha nds of his 

r ela tions , who may t ake [!VIay his life when Vlearied by his r epetition of 

injuries vis ited on themselves. 1 

(1) Such of t he laws of the Ashantees o. nd their neighbours ['.s o.re identica l 
with those of Lycurgus o.nd -Sol on , \ler e doubtless borrowed by thes e Greeks from 
the EgyptiahS. The most s triking are , t{1e o.nnua l revision of laws, the 
f orcible se:illwe of pr ovis i ons by the hungry on pecying the l awful prioe , c.nd 
the f orbiddance of pro.ising -a nother man 's wife or speecking of o.ny thing tha t 
may not be done ••• ~ •• "The negro slaves inherit the pr operty of the Bedouins 
of Nubia,with his ohildren, or, if ther e a r e none , ent:Lrely, t o th e exolus ion ­
of his othei;' r ela tives ; they-may even o.rrive o.t the dignity of Sheyk: they _ 
are only Mahomedo.ns in nnme;"--(Des cription de l'Egypt e, etc. Etat Mod. p . 588) 
for a simil= IDW s ee Mission to Asho.ntee , p. 254. The Bedouins have been 
concluded to be thE: -Pfl-stors who conquered the great er part of Egypt, poss essed 
it 511 years, a nd wer e driven out of it by the kings of the _ThelbD.i& (wh ich Q,d 
not -been subdued) 300 years before Se80s tris: their six succe~sive monc.rohs 
did all they could t o exterminate the Egyptia ns.--Mnnetho in I oseph: Resp on. 
a d. App. 1. 1, c. 5. Is it not probo.ble thc.t number s of these Bedouins 
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In Egypt, the coinors of false money l os t their hands; they who revealed 

intelligence to the enemy, their tongues. In Abyssinia, according to 

Barretus; thieves lost their eyes; and praters, according t o Alvar ez, their 

t ongues . In Ashantee, the slaves, =d frequently the wives, who blab or 

listen to the secrets of the chief, los e theit tongues or upper lips, or their 

ears : but it is much more extraordinary, th.:,t adulter y in Ash.enteo is punishod 

in the womnn by the l oss of her nose, as it wes in Egypt. Every mar) pleeds 

his own cause, end false eccusers [1.r e punished e.s the accused would !nve been 

if guilty, as in Egypt, 'Browne informs us, that a slave who has been 

legally bought in Egypt, if dissatisfied with his master, has only to say , 

"take me to the mfrketl" and the master mus t sell him to another . In 

Ash.entee, there is a similnr check on the conduct of the master; for the il~­

used or dissatisfi ed slave, if cnticipated in vowing hiflself to the service of 

the Fetish, may compel any free man t o kke to him, by swearing "on th.et free­

man's head" that he must do so ; o.n irrevocc.bl e oath, never to be compounded. 1 

In Ash.entee as in Egypt, the women generally keep the markets, 

retreated into the interi or of Africa and thus helped to spread Egyptian customs 
and superstitions, as well cs their own, c.rnongst the Negroes? I hzlve before 
observed, th!"t "the etymol ogy of the numes of African kingdoms and African 
cities must long, if not ever , remain an obscure subject; two or thre e of the 
most considerable appear to me to have derived their names from Bedouin tribes 
who probably founded and, at first, inhabited them separately. D,jenniemay 
h.eve been founded by pnrt of the Bedouin tribe ~h~" ' some of whom 
inhabit Darfoor, whilst one of their tribes still flourishes -in , the Hedjaz . 
Kobbe, the capit..".l of De.rfoor, lIk".y owe its lk'\ille to the ~ tribe; ~ nnd 
~, south of the Niger, to the Essalnmnt and pogherme tribes; ~ to the _ 
~; Melly to the ~; and the celebrated ,city of '~ to the Aouy-sye 
tribe. We read,. in Burckh.erdt, thc.t portions of all the8e tribes nre 
scattered throughout Bornoo."-Es~lUy on the G€ography of N.W.Africa, p. 49 

(1) Mission to Ashe.ntee, p. 260. Burckh.erdt confirms Browne's assurance, 
adding tha t ', 'the owner may a t first refuse to part with his slave, but if, 
h.eving overcome the fear ,of exposing himself to his 'mnster's rage, the 
slave finds D:n opp or tuni ty of mnking his demnnd in the presence of respecfub'J:E; -
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and the men al w[1.Ys we[1.ve [1. nd s ew. The licentious conduct of the women in 

Egypt, whi ch 1'/[1.S probc.bl y cha r o.cter i s t i c of the hi gher class only , s eems to 

be pr eserved in th2.t of the r oyc.l f m'li l y i n ASj1..".ntce ;1 e..nd t he obs ervc t i on 

of Diodorus, t h[1. t the Den were the s L.".ves of t he women , IIlD.y have aris en fr om 

t he authori ty still [1.ssumed (cceoriling t o ~ir . Sclt ) by the women .of .hi gh 

r ank over t heir husbands in Abyss i ni a , e nd which i s carri ed t o such an 

extreme ilf 1\.Sh,:mt ee , th[1.t t he pl ebei a n husband of the king 's s i ster or 

ibughter (for t hey mcy marry or i ntrigue with uhom they p l e[1.se , pr ovided he 

has a f i ne 'per s on) Dust sacrif i c e .hims e lf on her gr['.ve i f she ilies bef or e 

him.2 The imp or tance of t h e woman ros b cen :further exemplified by the kings' 

bei ng =bl e to take 2.n oa th without thei r s anction. The r espect and 'in-

dulgenee observed t owar ds the women in As hant ee s truck me f or cibly , aft er 

witnessing t h e cont empt nn d slever y t o whi ch t hey are bor n i n the other negro 

nn.tions, and l ed me to expec t t ha t t he Ashantees wer e a s s uperior in other 

r espect s a s I ~tcrwards f ound them t o be03 I have described the little 

witnesses a nd per sever es i n hi s conduct, he must a t L.'ls t e f f ect his purp ose > ' 

(1 ) Pros titutes ~e licensed in Ashant e e ; t he feIllD.l e who r efuses to become 
the wife of t he mnn her f 2. ther a ccepts for her, being disclaimed by her family , 
i s driven t o this class to support her sel f . 

(2) Mr . Salt r o=rks, t ha t t he conduc t of Ozor o As quall :furnished a s triking 
example of the t one of super i ority whi ch the greo.t ladies of Abyssinia ar e 
accustomed t o assume ov er their husba nds . Amongst the Guanches a wi fe had 
s ever a l husbands , wh o o.lter .na tel y enjoye d the preroga tives of the chief of a 
family ; n husba nd being duly reg~ded a s such during 0. lunnr revolution, qnd 
whilst his rights Vler e exer ci sed by oth er s he' r emo.ined co nfounded with t he 
servants of t he hous e .--Noticias de l~ His~oria gener c l de l a s isles Canaria s 
por Don Jose de i @ra , t. 1, .p . 150 , ,171, 191, as . cited by Humboldt. 

(3) I find 0. mos t extraordihv.r y coinci dence betv/een t he Ababdes and the 
Empoongwas: liThe mother of the bride mus t not speck 0. wor d to the bridegroom 
as l ong a s she live ."--'Belz oni' s Res ear ch es and Op er a tions, .p. 3 11 
"A man lDlly not l ook o. t or'conver se with his mother-in-J,cw , on pain of a heo.vy, 
p er haps a ruinous f ine . "-Mis sion t o As ho.ntce , p . 437. The Ababdes differ in 
langu.:J.ge , mo.nners, cus toms , countqnn.nce ) . and col our f r om t he Arabs. 
--ilesori»tion de l'Egypte , .e t c . ]!.M. p. 1-99 . 
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pa tterns painted on the fc.ces of the Asoontee women, o.nd the pra otioe of 

darkening tho edges of the eyos with a bodkin dipped in finely powdered l ead : 

both these oustoms c.ro Egypti~n. 1 

DiodQrus wc.s partioularly s truok with the peouliari ty of the Egyptiv,n 

ous in m, that thos e who wished to exeroise the cc.lling of thieves, l7ere 

secretly registered by the superior of the frc.ternity, to whom they cc.rried 

all their spoil; so th~t on the los erG going t o him and particulcrizing their 

property, they receivod it agc.in on paying one quo.rter of the value. The 

following passage is from my chapter on the 'Superstitions' of Ashc.ntee. 

"The inferior class of priests pursue their various occupations in society', 

assist in customs or superstitious ceremonies; and are applied to as fortuno­

tellers or conjurors are in Europe , especic.lly in Deses of theft, when, from 

a secret system of espionage, and a reluotanoe frequently amounting to a 

refusal to disoover the oulprit, or t o do more thc.n replace the property 

whenoe it was taken, they ar o generally suooessful." Diodorus has oertainly 

disclosed the secret of these transc.ctions, the existenoe of whioh affords a 

curious argument. 2 

The superst~tious ceremonies for the recovery of the siok, the division 

of the dc.y, the venerc.tion of rivers, the frequenting of pc.rtioular temples 

(1) Mission to Ashentoe, p. 318. On sait que les femmes en Egyptese 
peignent fortement les oils et l es peupieres on noir, et qu'elles se font des 
taches bleuatres sur le menton et sur le reste du visage, ce qui les distingue 
des Arabes. 11 est a presumer, dfapres les traits que: l'on voit sculptes 
autour des yeux des statues egyptiennes, que cette coutume etoit pratiquee par 
les femmes de l'antique Egypt.-~Description de l'Egypte, etc., p. 560, 593. ' 
Shaw's description of the little case containing the lead powder and bodkin, 
dug up, with other articles of the toilets of the Egyptian ladies , from the 
catacombs of Sakc.ra, sh~7s its resemblance to those carried about the person, 
for the same purpo~e" in Ashente,e:, T. ,1, p. 383., , Fr. tr. 

(2) "Amongst the Egypti[ms:; who hc.vo evinced so much, pe.netration in studying 
nature, and so much sagaoity in'inventing arts, all t~efts were lawful and 
unpunished."..,..Aulus Gellius. Att. Noct. '1. 11, ,.c ' , 18. Diodorus says, th..". t 
about a fourth pc.rt was kept baok to recompense the address of the robbers, 
and to punish the negligence of those who allowed themselves to be robbed. 
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by sterile women, the f o.i t h i n the "maleficinm ligo..minis ~"1 and many other 

coincidences might be o.dduced, a uxiliary t o the opinion of u connexion with 

Egyptian col onists 0 ':' 3'T~V'a"'"';s, but not so conclusi ve a s t he identity of 

peculiar superstitions and customs, strikingl y original o.nd extraor dina ry, 

and not common to -:he irr£'c.nc:r of n£l. tions Q 2 

The freedom and simplicity of the larger or nament s of the Asha ntee 

architecture a r e truly Egyptian . origi~~ting fr om the clo.yx or corollo. of 0. 

flower , o.s Denon suggests, or from the young l e(',ves of thos e immense palm-

like filices, representing , a t their birth, 'the volum of the I onic co.pital, 

of which they are supposed to have furnished the idea . The mor e Etruscan 

patterns are the s a me e.s thos e in the tombs of the kings a t Thebes , a nd severo.l 

of the smaller base ornament s a r e t o be r ecogni s'ed a t Tentyris and La.topolis; 

"Necte tribus nodis t ernos , Amar ylli, color es: 
Necte, Amnr ylli, modo; e t, Veneris, dic, vinculc. necto'! 

Virgil, Eol. 8 , 1. 77. 

Mi ss i on to AShante'e , po 264. The o.ncient Egyptia ns wer e as credulous with 
respect to magic as the Asho.nteos (Ausonius, epi s t. 19); a nd Abd Alla tif 
assures u's , tha t their descend..-mt s of the thirteent h century had fully 
inheri t ed' the infirmity . ' 

(2) The f ollmving are the mos t striking amongst t he ot her curious coincidences 
between the Ashant ees and the southern neighbours of Darfoor . "To di scover the 
perpetra t or, the p oorer natives, far and neaI, are obliged to undergo expurgation 
by drinking a liquor called li;ilingi; and the person on whom the supposed signs 
of guilt appear, may be either put to deo.th or treat ed a s a slD.ve."--Browne's 
Trave:),s, p. 309. "Taking doom is the info.llible tes t, when they consider t he 
case t o be t oo doubtful f or hUllk1-n decision. The bark ' of tn.1- t ' 'tree i s' pul' 
into a large calahnsh with \7(.1.ter, so, e.s t o make (1. s 'trong infusion; it i s 
stirred up whilst the susp ect ed parties sip in turn: it opera t es instant aneousl y 
and convulsively, as a most viol ent eme tic arid purge ; thos e who sip first mo.y" 
r eeover, and the dregs ar e fr equently left, 'designedly, f or the ' obnoxi ous."-­
Mission to ASOOntee, p. 297. " A boy brought some milk covered, and Apokoo 
lifted the lid to look what it 1100s ; some of it touched his fingers; he sent 
for wat er, herbs, and differ ent things to purify his fingers, and cursed the 
milk and the boy for bringing it."-Mr. Hutchison's Diary, p. 412. The 
people of Jungeon , south of Kordofan, no t only scrupulously milk their cows 
into a vessel of so narrow a mouth tha t it is imposs ible t o l ook wi thin it, 
but a void pouring the milk from one vessel t o another, l es t it should b e s een, 
and obliged t he stranger who visits them t o suck from the t eat of the cow.-­
Browne I s Travels, Appene2 
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the f igure of the sa~red bird is a lso r eonrkabl e . The san&~l on the figure 

in the entry of the f i fth t onb of the ki ngs of Thebes , is preci s ely Ashantee ; 

the tye, Qr courroie , c,s tho artist obscrves , pas sing bot ween the first =d 

second toe , and M. Caillaut h.:tS just sont horae one dug up near Thebes , 

exactly the sar!le. It is mor e extraor dinD.r y and Sit tis factory , however, to 

find a l ong s tring of aggry beads 1 QJ;longst the fruits of excavations lately 

addres sed by thRt traveller t o the Bibliotheque du Roi. I have drawn throe 

of them, the first being t he counterpar t of one I presented to Bar on de 

Humboldt, which he MS sent t o Berlin, and the others being similD.r to those 

in the British Museum. I am inclined to t.lJ.ink these aggry beads might ha ve 

been emblematical of Osiris, from their prevailing pattern resembling rude eyes, 

(1) See Mission t o Ashantee, p . 268. These beads raay be the onyces ~ 
(from the eye-1L1<:e po.tterns) which Edrisi specks of a s exis ting in the interior 
of Africa. Strabo learned from the glass workers a t Alexa ndria, tha t a 
certain vitrifiable earth existed in Egypt, without which it was impossible to 
make glass of a great pri ce and various colours. L. 16, p. 758. Pl'ny 
assures us, that th e Sovere igns of Egypt knew how t o counterfeit the preci ous 
cyanus (which has been proved to be it l apis lazuli); and Theophrastus , thitt 
they had discovered the method of gi ving a f a lse blue or a zure colour. 
Burckhardt observes, "no doubt can be entertained th.~ t the ancient Egyptians 
made use of glass vessels; fragments of which, of the most varied sr~pes end 
,colours, are fo und in the ruins of a ll their t owns . It i s even evident tha t 
they must have a ttained to considerable skill in this art, a nd tha t they had 
attempt ed to imita t e precious s t ones in glass; for during my s~~y a t Esne , 
several small pieces of gl ass were dug up itmongs t the ruins of Edfou (App ol­
linOpolis Magno.) , which wer e perfect imita tions of the amethyst and topaz ."-­
Travels in Nubia, p. 464. De PitUW says , thc.t it was the soda procured f rom 
Egypt ( the cinder of t he M'esembryanthe41um Copticum) which mde the Veni tia n 
gL~ss so ' famous: he adds tha t the anci ent pottery dug up in Egypt proves t hat 
the inhabitants made use of ' cobalt, a nd tha t the discovery was aft erwards lost. 
--Recherches Philosophiqu~, etc. p. 346. The Egyptians, like the Ashanteos, 
were oelebrated amongs t their neighbour s a s neavers itnd potters, (the CarthR­
ginians brought Egyptianpottcry cnd linen to theiroarket in the isle of 
Cerne), and the painted oloths of the former were as much sought after (De 
~, p. 228) as those of the latter, whi ch are r apidly executed with ' -
f eathers dipped in ~lood . ~nd juices , of vegetables. 
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and I once saw a bead i n TIhich these circl es or eyes had evidently been 

inserted separately, for one had dropped out. 1 

(1) There i s not so much discor dance be~1een the geographi cal names of the 
int eriof of Africa and those of I.'.ncient Egypt , as to contradict the iIDpression , 
winch such numerous and curious coinci dences of superstitions and cust oms 
convey, tmt SOr.le of the states of the f ormer must have been founded or sub­
dued by the descendants of the emigrants from the l a tter: 

Ghenna, the ancient Coenopolis " •• . •• ••• ••• 
Bessa, the ancient Antinoe ••• •••••• . ••••••• 
Falfeia, a town a t the confluence of the ) 

Bahr Azrao and t he Bnhr Abiad ••••••••••• ) 
Assafu, a t own of lower Egypt ••• ••. •••••••• 
Mallawi, a city of upper Egypt •••••••••••• ~ 
Marea, the ancient native name for the 

Libyan part of Egypt •••.••••••••••.••••• 
Mamft, the Egyptian name of Memphis •••••••• 
Atbo, Apollir~p~:is-Magna. 
Touphi, Tuphium ••••.••..•••• 

Tapa, Thebes ••• • • •••••••• ( 

Cnoophis , •• ChnUbiS •••. . .••••• ~ 
Sohet-Noofi, an ancient Egyptian town a t 

t he origin of the Canopic branch •••••••• 
Tambok, an ancient Egypt ian t own ••••••••••• 
Tkullo 
Khalige, ' a canal' in the Coptic ••••••••••• 
Soonhor, an ancient Egypti an ci ty west of ) 

Crocodilopolis •.• ., •.• o • ••••••• • ••••••••• ) 

( 

Gha.na , north of the Niger. 
Boussa, on t he Niger. . 
Alfia , a small s t a t e dependant 
on Asmntee. 
Assafoo, a suburb of Coomassie. 

Mallowa or Marrowa, a r egion 
adjoining the Niger a nd Gambaroo. 

Amamfee, a dis trict of Ashanta . 
Atobobo, a t own of Booroom. 
Toofen, a northern district of 

Ashantee. 
Tapah, an interior country known 
to the people of Dahomy. 

Noofie, on the Niger. 

Timbuctoo. 
Kulla . 
Kallaghee, adj oining the Gambaroo. 

Sennaar. 

The name of the large river Sheree (first heard of in Ashantee and afterwards 
by Burokhardt) would seem to be of Egyptian deriva tion, for the ancient 
inhabitants calleQ the Red Sea Phiom an Schari, the Sea of ~: Jablonski 
interprets Schari as juncus o-;L'Egypte sous les Pharaons . ou Recherches sur L", 
Geographi e avant l'Invas ion de Cambyse , par Champollion l e Jeune, Paris, 1814.-­
Jablonski Opusoula.--A Map of North Western Africa . constructed from Origi~"'l 
Itineraries. 1820 
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Thus we disoover, tha t Abyssinia i s not the only 09.llntry whioh has been 

partly oivilised by the ool onies and em~grat~ns ~rom Egypt, and that muoh 

light may "be re~leoted o~ Antiquity, as well as Natura l Hi story and th e 

Phys i cal Scienoes, by pursuing our dis ooveries in Afrioa , gra dually, a nd in 

detail. 

==================== 
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A P PE N D I X. 

nOLEMY EVERGETES penetrD. t ed, through the country of the Shepherds, 

as far as tha t of the Ethiopian Troglodytae , who inhabited the t erritory 

adjoining the mountains of Abyssinia. He pas sed thes e mountains, 

subjeoted all the nations as he ascended to the sources of the Astapus, 

a nd also the people of the country of the modern Gallas, to the north of 

Gingiro, beyond which he found mounta ins knee-deep in snow. 1 That he 

might leave no enemy behind him, he rea.scended as high as the 20th degree 

of north latitude , to subject the Tangaits (the Taguas of Edrisi), and 

(1) Mr. Salt saw snow on the mount:lins of Beyeda, and Mr. Pearce 
witnessed a f all of snow in passing over Amba Hv.i: the Abys s inian word 
for snmv is berrit. P.' 25. 107, Fr. tr. Anaxagoras, as cited by . 
Diodorus (1,1"';"'7:' 36), and Eschylus and Euripides, as cited by Vos sius, 
affirm t hat the mountains which gi ve birth to the Nile are covered with 
sncm. "Rx: Democriti sententia , qui montes omnium quotquot in orbe sunt 
maximos esse inquiebat, illos unde Nilus oritur, ut est apud Diodorum; 
nempe quia Nilus omnium fluviorum es t maximus. Is tamen nullas in his 
montibus nives stntueba t, sed nives septentrionis aestate solvi, a t que 
inde nubes oriri arbitrabatur; illas vera ab Etesiis in Ethimpiam deferri, 
a tque inde imbres existere. Anaxagor e, Euripidis, et Eschyli haec 
fuit opinio, qui exliquefactis in Aothiopia Nilum incrementa a ccipere 
putabant."--Voss. in Melam. I. 1, c. 9, S 27. 
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whence, to ensure his communicntion , he mc.de a r oad into Egypt, existing i n 

the time of Justinian. After wc.rds , marching to the south-wes t, he descended , 
to the ~ nation, "n peopl e of Ethi op i c Barbary, .. hich adjoins Zanguebar . 

I n the interior of this country he found ~c.ins of exceedingl y hi gh mounta ins, 

a circumstance which Edris i confirms, writing , that in thi s country th er e iE 

a mountain named Khacouni, from whence seven chc,ins advance torrards t he sea, 

and one chai n inL.'Uld which extends to a populous province named Haniot. 

These mOYnt a inshave been considered as the point or line of division between 

the wat er whi ch f l O\1 to the Mediterranean, and thos e which empty themselves 

into the I ndian Sea and Atlantic Ocean . At lc.st, Ptolemy Evergetes having 

pushed as far as the country of the ~ (whom Ptol emy calls Rapsae c.nd 

places i n the eighth degree of south l atitude) , " traversed Zanguebar (whi ch he 

calls Aromatic Barbary), the kingdom of Adel, (Which he ca lls Solata ,) and, 

passi ng the Red Sea , returned by the shores of Arabia . ptolemy Evergetes 

recorded the principal r esults of his expedition, in a monument r ais ed a t 

Adulis, which, according to Pliny, (lib~ 6. c. 29,) vms five journies by water 

from PtolemD.is Theron, but, according to Nonnosus, fifteen days march from 

Axum. ThLs inscription has been preserved by Cosmas, who was sent into 

Ethiopia in the beginning of the r ei gn of Jus tinian; Nonnosus was another 

ambassador sent by the same monarch, aft er Cosmas : the latter found this 

inscription very useful from .its copi ousness and geographical correctness . 

According to his inscription, Ptolemy subdued: 

Gaza . 

Agami •• 

Segua • • 

The empire of Abyssinia , where the 
l anguage and the country is s till called 
Gez. 

The modern Agamer, to the south of 
Axum. 

Sigamo , near t he kingdom of Narea . 



Tiaino . al so called Tziamo 

~' 

Zingabene. 

Angabe. 

~. 

Athagaw8. 

~. 

~, beyond the Nile , 1 the. 
inhabitants of which live in 
mountains knee deep in snow 
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Borderi ng on the river ' ~, or 
HaViash accordi ng to Rennel. 

Apparently the ki ngdom of ~ 
pronounced Vi zamo in the time of the 
Ptolemi es , and whi ch ought to be in­
serted a litt l e t o the eas t of Cambat in 
Rennel ' s map. 

Evidentl y the modern Cambat or 
G.o'\mbe, tj for the changingOrginto c 
is so ordinary, that the Portuguese Mi s ­
sionaries frequently called the Gallas, 
Callas.' 

The interior of Zanguebar and coun­
try of the Zindges. or ~ accord­
ing to Ibn 0.1 Ouardi 

~. j oining the lake Dembia 

The Agaus . 

The~. 

~ or SemlW" a country in the 
Soudan, west of Cambat, according to 
Edrisi, the patriarch Manuel Almeyda, 

(1) With the exception of a few details transmLtted by ptolemy, we he,va not 
yet r eceived any more precise a ccounts of the course of the Nile from 
Abyssinia, than thos e of Herodotus and Era tosthenes. It was the sources of 
the Astapus and of the Astaboras of the ancients, '1hich th e Portuguese 



~. 

~. 
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and Tellez, as cited in the MSS. notes 
of' Ludolf' in a copy of his first edition 
in the Bibliotheque du Roi. The t rIO 
latt er authorities add , that the country 
of Semen is filled with mountains co­
vered \'l ith snow, as Ptolemy stu ted 
those of Semens to be . 

~~ the peopl e of ·which in­
tk~bit steep mountains with TIarm 
springs 

~. 

Bega, and its neighbours . 

Without doubt the nation of Abala , 
"hom Juba (apud Plin . I. 6, c . 35, p. 
343) places beyond the i s l e of Gojam. 

Missionaries, and Bruce after them , again discovered in Abyssinia; and not­
wi thstanding all our efforts, we know much l ess of the sources a nd courses 
of the Nile, t han was known 1800 or 2200 years a go. None of the travellers 
who have penetra.ted into Abyssinia by Egypt , followed the course of this 
interesting river. Father Brevedcnt, and Poncct, pursued the route of the 
caravans from Cantarah in Egypt to Moscho upon the Nile , crossing by Shebb 
and Selyme; which wc.s v.lso the route of Duroul, a.nd of Brmme as far as 
Hadahid : from Moscho to Dongol a they followed th e course of the Nile , but in 
proceeding from Dongola t o Der eira , they again quitted that river , and 
traversed the great desert Bahioud. From Dereira to Sennaar they followed 
the course of th e Bahr el Asrek (the Astapus of tho ancients) across a well 
inhabited country . Bruce only followed tho Nile on his r e turn from 
Abys sinia , from HaJi'aia to Goos, vlhore he quitted it to r each Syene by the 
distant route of the Nubi an desert, the same which Burckhardt afterwards 
travelled to Shendy. 
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Ftolemy then finished his expediti on by subduing the Tangaits , et c . as 

we have before stat ed; and Cosmas verified, by his rn7n journies , the 

exactness of many of the reports. 

See Collect. Pa tr. ed. Montfaucon, t. 2 , p . 142.--Antiguitates 
Asiaticce, Chis hull , p. 73. London, 1728.-Geographie Physigue de la 
Mer Noive. etc. Dureau de la Malle, fils. Paris, 1807. 

FIN I S 



EXPLAillATION OF TrlE PLATES. 

1. An Ashantee Pipe . 

2. 

3. ~ 
4.) Aggry Bea.ds dug up a t Thebes , a.nd now in th e Bibliotheque du Roi 

5. ) 
6. The spring of a l ock. 

7. ~mber 

8. key 

9. Knife. 

10. Shea.th. 

11 • Cushion. 

12. Bag. 

13. Part of the pa ttern of a painted mourning cloth. 

14. Sanko or G-uita.r. 

15. Sandal. 

16. Stool, carved out of one s olid piece of wood. 

I cannot sufficiently express my obliga tion to Miss Landseer, who 

generously davot~d several hours of her valuable time, to making finished 

coloured druwings ' of these objects for me, from the originals, which I had 

presented to the British Museum. 
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