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this obligatibn by his ministers, and it was opposed to him as insurmountable
when he would have sacrificed the lives of Bakkie and Assafoo to his just
indignation; for, although their conduct was most flagitious, being each of

a sacred family, they could only be deprived of their possessions. The
Egyptians tore their habits, and displayed the most violent grief on the death
of their kings, abstained from meat for seventy-two days, and prefaced the
funerals with the greatest magnificences The affected insanity of the royal
family, from the violence of.their grief, murdering whom they please; the
extravagence of the funeral custom, celebrated in monstrous excess the first
time (from that of every subject who died during the reign being repeated with
it) and renewed weekly for many months; the abstinence of the people; the
sacrifice of the ocras; 1 and the other extraordinary circumstances, are
fully related in the !Mission to Ashantee."

The following remarkable coincidences between the laws of the Ethiopians
and those of the Ashantecs, are made still more interesting by the assurance
of Diodorus, that the laws of the Egyptians were, in substance, the same as
those of the Ethiopians, "According to the established order of succession
amongst some Ethiopic mations, upon the death of the king, his sister's son

mounted the throne." 2 " Their malefactors were obliged by a

(1) The annual visit to the royal sepulchre in Coomassie, reminds nc of
Browme's conclusion, from his observations et Achmin, that the ancient
Dgyptians followed the castern custom of yearly visiting the tombs of their
ancestors: he enforces this conclusion, by remarking, that the custom is
s5t%ill preserved at Damiat, in spite of the precepts of Islamisme

(2) Ancient Part of Universal History, v. 16, p. 209, where the various
authorities are citedsees.Mission to Ashantee, p. 23k. The Bedjas, " the
extremities of whose country touch upon the onfines of Abyssinia," have
preserved customs similor to those of the Ashantees: "With them the son by
the daughter, or the son by the sister, succeeds to the property, to the
exclusion of the true son; and they allege tket the birth of the daughter's
or sister's son is more certain, because at all events, whether it is the
husband or some one else who is the father, he is always her son."
(Burckhardt, p. 503.) Sec also note 3, to p« 45 of this Essey. The
Bedjes appear to have been a very powerful nation formerly: " In the




(54 )

particuler law. to foll by their own honds." 1 "At the king's death all
his household servants, either in compliancc with the laws or an indispensable

custom, kilTed themselves.” <

The three political classes of ancient Egypt are to be recognised in
Ashantee; and Meiner's description of the Milites Nobiliores, as a rank not
attainable by merit or achievement but byzbirth c2lone, and as sharing the
territory with the king, accords pfeciscly with that of the aristocracy in
Ashantee; who, until Sai Cudjo's time, always acquired this dignity by
inheritance only, and continue to share the power and the territority with

the king.?

history of Bahnase (Oxyrinchus) and that of its valorous defence against the
Arab conquerors of Egypt, I find it stated, that a large army of Bedjas and
Noubas, headed by Maksoul, king of Bedja, and Ghalyk, king of Nouba, come to
the assistance of the Christian chief, Batlos, who was besiéged at Bahnasc,
by the officers’of Amr Ibn el Azs. This black army is said to have .con-
sisted -of 50,000 mene They had with them 1,300 elephants, each bearing upon
its back a vaulted house made of- leather, in which 10 men took their post in
the batile. In the compeny of the Bedjas were a race of men of gigantic
stature, called El Kowad, coming from beyond Souakin. They were covered with :
tiger skins, and in. their upper lips copper rings were fixed. The Moslims
defeated this army. There is a strange mixture of truth and romance in this
history, but the arrivel of the Bedja army is so well guthenticated by a
train of witnesses, that 1ittle doubt can remoin of its having really token
place; although the number both of men and elephants seems to be exaggeratede
The elephants of southern Nubia are, as far as I know, no longer used to ride
upon." ——Burckhardt, pe 527 Is it not likely thnt many of these Bedjas
retired into the interior with their customs and superstitions, not only on
this occasion, but on previous emergencies; for Maokrizi records that "the
Pharao kings of Hgypt mede incursions against the Bedjas, and that the Grecks
did the same when they took Egypt." .

(1) U.H.I.o. Mission to Ashontee, p. 258.
(2) UdHoI.c, Mission to Ashantee, p. 291.

(3) I have shewn that both the Abyssinion and the Ashantee were very far
from being despotic monarches according to the original constitutions; and.
therc were limits to thc power of the sovereigns in Egypt: the order of
succession was regulated, and the administration of justice confined to a
particular body, whose credit was o counterbalance to the authority of the kings,
Who never possessed the right of judging in civil causcs. The judges took on
awful oath at their installation, that they would not obey the kings in cose
they required them to pass on unjust sentence. When the king entered into an
assembly of judges, he was obliged to put off his mantle or upper habit,
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The Egyptians according to Herodotus, were divided into seven classes:
Priests, Soldiers, Cow-herds, Swine-hexds, Merchants, Interpreters, and
Sedlors:! ko hereditory ciasses in Ashentec are Priests, Soldiers,
Lobourers, Artisans, and Traders: the young unarmed Soldier, who in his first
campaign does not gain his weapon from the enemy, is dismissed to the planta-
tions as unworthy of his former class«2 In Egypt, the King, the Priests,
and the Soldiers consigned their lands to . the Labourers, to cultivate for a
reasonable return: the same custom exists in Ashantee, and the condition,
generally, is to furnish the household of the proprietor with provisions, and
to take such of his numcrous children as he may not be able to afford to
meintain in the citye

By the laws of Egypt he who saw a man ottacked on the high way and did
not attempt to assist him, was punished with death; if he proved that it was
not possibletfor him to render assistance, he was nevertheless obliged to

discover the culpri¥s and bring them to justice. In Abyssinia, according

apparently to shew thot he could not judge of himself. Besides the College of
Thirty (which constantly resided =t Thebes) and the particuler magistrates of
other towns and cities, the provinces sent deputies from time to time, which
discussed the affoirs of the state in the labyrinth.—De Pauw, p. 291.

Orus Apollon. Diodorus assures us thet the kings of Egypt could not tax their
subjects arbitrarily. It cppears that no king of Egypt was Pontiff before
Setho, for royalty and the priesthood werec by law incompatibles

(1) Strebo divides the Egyptians into three classes, Priests, Soldiers, and
Cultivators. Plato into six, = Diodorus names five classes in one part of his
work, and three in another.

(2) Purchas asserts, after the carliest travellers in Abyssinia, "yet the
Pesants are not employed in militarie service, but only the Cauas, which are
men brought up thereto."—-Purchas his Pilerimoge, 16267, ce 4. p. 741
Amongst the Guanches, the Achimencey who degroded himself by milking = goat
with his own hands forfeited his title to nobility: "On est etonne de voir
condamnes au mepris, des le commencement de la civilisation, les travaux
utiles de 1l'agriculture et de la vie pastorale.!e—Humboldt, Relation Historiguc,
etce t. 1, po 191,
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to Antonius, when a mon was murdered in travelling, it was immediately pro-
claimed throughout.tho towns of that neighbourhood, that the inhabitents might
seize the murderer, and, unless they did so, they were fined heavilye.

I have no memorandum of the same law existing in Ashantee, for the same case;
but it is very probablc, for we detect its peculiar principle in the law
permitting o complainant to seize any tommsman of the defendant, and to retain
him until his family or friends have seized and declivered up the denounced
offender. The laws of Egypt permitted the creditor to arrest the corpse of
the debtor: in Ashantee, the bodies of those who do not leave property
enough to pay their debts, and whose relations are unable to do so, are
elevated, in their baskets or coffins, on props by the road side, without

the towns, and there drop away in putrefaction: the person who meddled with ©
them would become liable to their debts. The fanily are obliged to return

or make good whatever any relative (o wife is not considered as a relative)
moy steal or defraud another of; but the lew, in acknowledgment of this
undertaking, leaves the pﬁnishmont of the offender wholly in the hands of his
relations, who may teke away his 1life when wearied by his repetition of

injuries visited on themselves.!

(1) Such of the laws of the Ashantees and their neighbours as ere identical
with those of Lycurgus and Solon, werc doubtless borrowed by these Greeks from
the Egyptians. The most striking are, the annual revisicn of laws, the
forcible seizure of provisions by the hungry on paying the lawful price, and
the forbiddance of praising-another man's wife or speaking of any thing that
may not be donesasses"The negro slaves inherit the property of the Bedouins
of Nubia with his children, or, if there are nonc, entirely, to the exclusion.
of his other relatives; they may cven arrive at the dignity of Sheyk: they
are only Mahomedans in name:"--=(Description de 1'BEgypte, ete. Btat Mod. p.-588)
for a similar Iaw see Mission to Ashantee, p. 25k4. The Bedouins have been
concluded to be the-Pastors who conquered the greater part of Egypt, possessed
it 511 years, and were driven out of it by the kings of the Thebeid (which had
not been subdued) 300 years before Sesostris: their six successive monarchs
did all they could to exterminate the Egyptians.~--Monetho in Toseph: Respona
ade App. 1. 1, cu 5. Is it not probable that numbers of these Bedouins
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In Egypt, the coincrs of false money lost their hands; they who revealed
intelligence to tho'enomy, their tongues. In Abyssinia, according to
Barretus; thieves lost their eyes; and pfaters, according to Alvarez, their
tongues. In Ashentee, the slaves, and frequently the wives, who blab or
listen to the secrets of the chicf, lose theit tongues or upper lips, or their
ears: but it is much more extraordinary, that adultery in Ashantee is punished
in the woman by the loss of her noso,' as it wos in Egypt.  Every man pleads
his own cause, ond false accusers are punished os the accused would have been
if guilty, as in Egypt. Browne infofms us, that a slave who has been
legally bought in Egypt, if dissatisfied with his maéter, has only to say .
"toke me to the marketi" and the master must sell him to another. In
Ashantee, there is a similar check on the conduct of the master; for the ill-
used or dissatisfied slave, if anticipated in vowing himself to the service of-
the Fetish, may compel any free maﬁ to teke to him, by swearing "on that free=

man's head" that he must do so; en irrevocable oath, mever to be compounded, 1

In Ashantee as in Egypt, the women generally keep the morkets,

retreated into the interior of Africa and thus helped to spread Egyptian customs
and superstitions, as well as their own, amongst the Negroes? I have before
observed, that "the etymology of the names of African kingdoms and Africon
cities must long, if not ever, remain an obscurc subject; two or three of the
most considerable appear to me to have derived their names from Bedouin tribes
who probably founded and, at first, inhabited them separately. Djennie may
have been founded by pa r’c of the Bedouin tribe Djeheyme, some of whom
inhabit Darfoor, whilst one of their tribes still flourishes-in-the Hedjaze
Kobbe » the capital of Derfoor, may owe its name to the Kobba tribe; Sal_ma and
Dogh, south of the Niger, to the Essolamat and Dogherme “tribes; Wolet to the i
Fellata; Melly to the Maala; and the celebrated city of Haousa to the Aouy-sye
tribe. Ve read, in Burckhardt, that portions of all thess tribes are
scattered throughout Bornoo."——Essay on the Geography of N.WsAfrica, p. 49

(1) Mission to Ashantee, p. 260. Burckhardt confirms Browne's assurance,
adding that, %he owner may at first refuse to part with his slave, but if,
having overcome the fear of exposing himself to his master's rage, the .
slave finds an opportunity of making his demand in the presence of I‘eSpectublO
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end. the men always weave and sews The licentious conduct of the women in

Egypt, which was probably characteristic of the higher class only, secms to

1

be preserved in that of the royal family in Ashentee;’ and the observetion

of Diodorus, that the men were the slaves of the women, may have arisen from
the authority still assumed (according to dr. Salt) by the women of high
ronk over their husbands in. Abyssinia, and which is carried to such an
extreme in Ashantee, tha,f the plebeian husband of the king's sister or
daughter (for they may marry or intrigue with whom they please, provided he
has a fine ‘person) must sacrifice himself on her grave if she dies before
him,.2 The importance of the women has been further cxemplified by the kings
being unable to take an oath without their sanction. The respect and in-
dulgence observed towards the women in Ashantee struck me forcibly, after
witnessing the contempt and slavery to which they are born in the other negro
nations, and led me to expect that the Ashaontees were as superior in other
respects as I afterwards found them to beoo I have described the little

witnesses and perseveres in his conduct, he must at last effect his purpose.'"‘

(1) Prostitutes are licensed in Ashantec; the female who refuses to become
the wife of the man her father accepts for her, being disclaimed by her family,
is driven to this class to support herselfs

(2) Mr. Salt remerks, that the conduct of Ozoro Asquall furnished a striking
example of the tone of superiority which the great ladies of Abyssinia are
accustomed to assume over their husbands. Amongst the Guanches a wife had
several husbands, who alternately enjoyed the prerogatives of the chief of a
family; a husband being duly regorded as such during a luner revolution, and
whilst his rights were exercised by others he remained confounded with the
servants of the houses~-Noticias de la Historia generel de las islas Canarios
por Don Jose de icra, t. 1, pe 150, 171, 191, as-cited by Humboldt.

(3) I find 2 most extraoordinary coincidence between the Ababdes and the
Empoongwas: "The mother of the bride must not speak a word to the bridegroom
as long as she live."-=Belzoni's Researches and Operations, p. 3711
"A man may not look at or convérse with his mother-in-law, on pain of a heavy,
perhaps a ruinous fine."—Mission to Ashantee, p. 437. © The Ababdes dlffor in
language, monners, customs, countenancey. and colour from the Arabs. i
—Description de 1'Egypte, .ctce FoMa pe +99.
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patterns painted on the faces of the Ashantee women, and the practice of
darkening the edges of the eyes with a bodkin dipped in finely powdered lead:
both these ﬁustoms are Egyptian.1

Diodorus was particularly struck with the peculiarity of the Egyptien
cusﬁnm, that those who wished to exercise the calling of thieves, were
secretly registered by the superior of the fraternity, to whom they carried
all their spoil; so that on the losers going to him and perticularizing their
property, they recceived it agein on paying one quarter of the value. The
following passage is from my chapter on the 'Superstitions! of Ashantece
"The inferior class of priests pursue their various occupations in society,
assist in customs or superstitious ceremonies; and are applied to as fortunc~
tellers or conjurors are in Europe, especially in cases of theft, when, from
a secret system of espionage, and a reluctance frequently amounting to a
refusal to discover the culprit, or to do morc than replace the property
whence it was taken, they arc generally successfuls" Diodorus has cerfainly
disclosed the secret of these transactions, the existence of which affords a

curious argument. 2

The superstitious ceremonies for the recovery of the sick, the division

of the day, the veneration of rivers, the frequenting of particular temples

(1) Mission to Ashenteec, p. 318. On sait que les femmes en Egyptese
peignent fortement les cils et les paupicres en noir, et qu'elles se font des
taches bleuatres sur le menton et sur le reste du visage, ce qui les distingue
des Arabes, Il est o presumer, d'apres les traits que.1l'on voit sculptes
autour des yeux des statues egyptiennes, gue cette coutume etoit pratiguee par
les femmes de 1l'antique Egypte--Description de 1'Egypte, etce, pe 560, 593«
Shaw!s description of the little case containing the lead powder and bodkin,
dug up, with other articles of the toilets of the Egyptian ladies, from the
catacombs of Sakara, shews its resemblance to those carried about the person,
for the same purpose, in Ashantee., T. 1, p. 383. . Fr. tr.

(2) "Amongst the Bgyptioms; who have ovinced so much. penetration in studying
nature, and so much sagacity in‘inventing arts, all thefts were lawful and
unpunished,"—~Aulus Gellius. Att. Nocts 1. 11,.c. 18. Diodorus says, that =~
about a fourth part was kept back to recoﬁpehsé the address of the robbers,
and to punish the negligence of those who allowed themselves to be robbeds
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by sterile women, the faith in the "maleficinm ligaminis;" 1 and many other
coincidences might be adduced, auxiliary to the opinion of a connexion with
Egyptian colonists or emigrants, but not so conclusive as the identity of
peculiar superstitions and customs, strikingly original and extraordinary,

and not common teo the infancy of nations, 2

The freedom and simplicity of the larger ornaments of the Ashantee
architecture are truly Egyptian, originating from the clayx or corolle of a
flower, as Denon suggests, or from the young lecves of those immense palme—
like filices, representing, ot their birth, the voluta of the Tonic capitel,
of which they are supposed to have furnished the idea. The more Etruscan
. patterns are the same as those in the tombs of the kings at Thebes, and several

of the smaller base ornaments are to be recognised at Tentyris and Latopolis;

(1) "Necte tribus nodis ternos, Amarylli, colores:
Necte, Amarylli, modo; ct, Veneris, dic, wvincula nectoll
Virgil, Eols 8, 1« 77+

Mission to Ashantee, po 26ls The ancient Beyptians were as credulous with
respect to magic as the Ashantecs (Ausonius, cpist. 19); and Abd Allatif
assures us, that their descendants of the thirteenth century had fully
inherited the infirmity.

(2) The following are the most striking amongst the other curious coincidences
between the Ashantees and the southern neighbours of Darfoor, "To discover the
perpetrator, the poorer natives, far and near, are obliged to undergo expurgation
by drinking a liquor called Kilingi; and the person on whom the supposed signs
of guilt appear, may be either put to death or treated as a slave,"--Browne's
Travels, ps 309. "Taking doom is the infallible test, when they consider the
case to be too doubtful for human decision, The bark of that tree is put
into a large calabash with water, so as to make a strong infusion; it is
stirred up whilst the suspected parties sip in turn: it operates instantaneously
and convulsively, as a most violent emetic and purge; those who sip first may.-
recover, and the dregs are frequently left, ‘designedly, for the obnoxious.'"--
Mission to Ashantee, pe 297. " A boy brought some milk covered, and Apokoo
Lifted the 1id to look what it was; some of it touched his fingers; he sent
for water, herbs, and different things to purify his fingers, and cursed the
milk and the boy for bringing it."--Mr. Hutchison's Diary, p. 412. The
people of Jungeon, south of Kordofan, not only scrupulously milk their cows
into a vessel of so narrow a mouth that it is impossible to look within it,
but avoid pouring the milk from one vessel to another, lest it should be scen,
and obliged the stranger who visits them to suck from the teat of the cowe-—

Browne's Travels, Appen.2
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the figure of the sacred bird is also remarkables The sandal on the figure
in the entry of the fifth tomb of the kings of Thebes, is precisely Ashantee;
the tye, or courroie, as the artist observes, passing between the first and
second toe, and M. Ceillaut has just sent home one dug up near Thebes,
exactly the same. It is more extraordinary and satisfactory, however, to
find a long string of aggry beads1 amongst the fruits of excavations lately
addressed by that traveller to the Bibliotheque du Roi. I have dravn three
of them, the first being the counterpart of one I presented to Baron de
Humboldt, which he has sent to Berlin, and the others being similar to those
in the British Museums I am inclined to think these aggry beads might have

been emblematical of Osiris, from their prevailing pattern resembling rude eyes,

(1) See Mission to Ashantec, p. 268. These beads may be the onyces ficti
(from the eye-like patterns) which BEdrisi specks of as existing in the interior
of Africa. Strabo learned-from the glass workers at Alexandria, that a
certain vitrifiable earth existed in Egypt, without which it was impossible to
make glass of a great price and various colourse Le 16, ps 758. Pl'ny
assures us, that the Sovereigns of Egypt knew how to counterfeit the precious
cyanus (which has been proved to be & lapis lazuli); and Theophrastus, that
they had discovered the method of giving a false blue or azure colours
Burckhardt observes, "no doubt can be entertained that the ancient Egyptians
made use of glass vessels; fragments of which, of the most varied shepes and
colours, are found in the ruins of all their towns. It is even evident that
they must have attained to considerable skill in this art, and that they had
attempted to imitate precious stones in glass; for during my stay at Esne,
several small pieces of glass were dug up amongst the ruins of Edfou (Appol-
linopolis Megna), which were perfect imitations of the amethyst and topaz.'--
Travels in Nubia, pe 464s De Pauw says, that it was the soda procured from
Egypt (the cinder of the Mesembryanthemum Copticum) which made the Venitian
glass so famous: he adds that the ancient pottery dug up in Egypt proves that
the inhabitants made use of cobalt, and that the discovery wes afterwards losts
—~Becherches Philosophigues, etc. pas 346. The Egyptians, like the Ashantees,
were celebrated amongst their neighbours as weavers and potters, (the Cartho-
ginians brought Egyptian pottery and linen to their market in the isle of :
Cerne), and the painted cloths of the former were as much sought after (De
Pauw, ps 228) as those of the latter, which are rapidly executed with
feathers dipped in blood and juices.of vegetablese
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and I once saw 2 bead in which these circles

or eyes had evidently been

inserted separately, for one had dropped out.?

(1) There is not so much discordance betw

een the geographical names of the

interiof of Africa and those of ancient Egypt, as to contradict the impression,

which such numerous and curious coincidences

of superstitions and customs

convey, that some of the states of the former must have been founded or sub=-
dued by the descendants of the emigrants from the latter:

Ghenna, the ancient CoenopoliS.aeececscesas
Bessa, the ancient AntinoCe.ecssc-cvesvscene
Falfeia, a town at the confluence of the ;
Bahr Azrac and the Bahr Abiad.es..
Assafu, a town of lower Egypteseccccscceecsss
Mallawi, a city of upper Egyptececccccccss
Marea, the ancient native name for the
Libyen part of Egypltescssssessssecceccoss
Memf't, the Egyptian name of MemphiSesesssss

o

Ghana, north of the Nigers.
Boussa, on the Niger.

Alfia, a small state dependant
on Ashantee.

Assafoo, a suburb of Coomassies

Mallowa or Marrowa, a region
adjoining the Niger and Gembaroo.

Amamf'ee, a district of Ashanta.
Atobobo, a town of Booroom.
Toofea, a northern district of
Ashantee.
Tapah, an interior country known

( to the people of Dahomy.

Atbo, .o Apollin:pclis-Magna.
Touphi, oo TuphiumMesccacsosones
Tapa, .e IDhehe Sletelsialateleleieio oo (
Cnoophis, oo ChnubiScececeassas

Schet-Noofi, an ancient Egyptian town at é
the origin of the Canopic branchesececssce
Tambok, an ancient Egyptian toWneesssecssos
Tkullo o0
Khalige, 'a canal' in the CoptiCessesessess
Soonhor, an ancient Egyptian city west of g

CrocodilopoliSesessss--
The name of the lerge river Sheree (first
by Burckhardt) would seem to be of Egyptian

o .o

®seccoscscosscangy

Noofie, on the Niger.

Timbuctoo.
Kulla.
Kallaghee, adjoining the Gambaroo.

Semaar.

heard of in Ashantee and afterwards
derivation, for the ancient

inhabitants called the Red Sea Phiom an Schari, the Sea of Schari: Jablonski
interprets Schari as juncus.—L'Egypte sous les Pharaons, ou Recherches sur la

Geographie avant 1'Invasion de Cambyse, par
Jablonski Opuscula.--A Map of North Western

Champollion le Jeune, Paris, 181L.—
Africe, constructed from Original

Itineraries, 1820
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Thus we discover, that Abyssinia is not the only country which has been
partly civilised by the colonies and emigrations from Egypt, and that much
light may be reflected on Antiquity, as well as Natural History and the

Physical Sciences, by pursuing our discoveries in Africa, gradually, and in

detail.
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APPENDTIX.

BB BB BB

PTOLEMY EVERGETES penctrated, through the country of the Shepherds,

as far as that of the Ethiopian Troglodytae, who inhabited the territory
adjoining the mountains of Abyssinia. He passed these mountains,
subjected all the nations as he ascended to the sources of the Astapus,
and also the people of the country of the modern Gallas, to the north of
Gingiro, beyond which he found mountains knee-deep in snow.1 That he
might leave no enemy behind him, he reascended as high as the 20th degree

of north latitude, to subject the Tangaits (the Taguas of Edrisi), and

LS

(1) Mre. Salt saw snow on the mountains of Beyeda, and Mr. Pearce
witnessed a fall of snow in passing over Amba Hai: the Abyssinian word
for snow is berrit. P.' 25. 107, Fr. tr. Anaxagoras, as cited by
Diodorus (Iy 1, ce 36), and Eschylus and Buripides, as cited by Vossius,
affirm that the mountains which give birth to the Nile are covered with
snow, "Ex Democriti sententia, qui montes omnium quotquot in orbe sunt
maximos esse inquiebat, illos unde Nilus oritur, ut est apud Diodorum;
nempe quia Nilus omnium fluviorum est maximuse Is tamen nullas in his
montibus nives statuebat, sed nives septentrionis aestate solvi, atque
inde nubes oriri arbitrabatur; illas vero ab Etesiis in Ethidpiam deferri,
atque inde imbres existere. Anaxagor e, Buripidis, et Eschyli haec
fuit opinio, qui exliquefactis in Aethiopia Nilum incrementa accipere
putabant."--Voss, in Melam. I. 1, c. 9, § 27.
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whence, to ensure his communication, he made a road into Egypt, existing in
the time of Justiniane Afterwards, marching to the south-west, he descended
to the Sesea nation, a people of Ethiopic Barbary, which adjoins Zanguebar.

In the interior of this country he found chains of exceedingly high mountains,
a circumstance which Edrisi confirms, writing, that in this country there is

a mountain named Khacouni, from whence seven chains advance towards the sea,
and one chain inland which extends to a populous province named Haniote

These mogntains have been considered as the point or line of division between
the water which flow to the Mediterranean, and those which empty themselves
into the Indian Sea and Atlantic Ocean. At last, Ptolemy Evergetes having
pushed as far as the country of the Rausae (whom Ptolemy calls Rapsae and
places in the eighth degree of south latitude),- traversed Zanguebar (which he
calls Aromatic Barbary), the kingdom of Adel, (which he calls Solata,) and,
passing the Red Sea, returned by the shores of Arabia. Ptolemy Evergetes
recorded the principal results of his expedition, in a monument raised at
Adulis, which, according to Pliny, (1ib. 6. ce 29,) was five journies by water
from Ptolemais Theron, but, according to Nonnosus, fifteen days march from
Axum, This inscription has been preserved by Cosmas, who was sent into
Ethiopia in the beginning of the réign of Justinian; Nomnosus was another
ambassador sent by the same monarch, after Cosmas: the latter found this

inscription very useful from its copiousness and geographical correctness.

According to his inscription, Ptolemy subdued:

Gaza. . sl 4 . The empire of Abyssinia, where the
language and the country is still called
Geze

Agami. o . . . The modern Agamer, to the south of
Axum,

Segua. . . . . Sigamo, near the kingdom of Narea.
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Ava,. . A . . Bordering on the river'Avasch, or
Hawash according to Remnel.

Tiamo, also called Tziamo Apparently the kingdom of Bizamo
pronounced Vizamo in the time of the
Ptolemies, and which ought to be in-
serted a little to the east of Cambat in
Rennel's map.

Gambala = . . . o o Evidently the modern Cambat or
Gambat; for the changing of g into c
is so ordinary, that the Portuguese Mis=
sionaries frequently called the Gallas,
Callas.

Zingabene. e . . The interior of Zanguebar and coun-
try of the Zindges, or Zingues accord-
ing to Ibn al Ouardi

Angabe.
Tiamae & . . . . Tzana, joining the lake Dembia
A'bhaggwg . . . . The A@LIS .
Calaase . . . The Gallas,
Semepa, beyond the Nile,! the
inhabitants of which live in
mountains knee deep in snow Samana or Semen, a country in the

Soudan, west of Cambat, according to
Edrisi, the patriarch Manuel Almeyda,

(1) With the exception of a few details transmitted by Ptolemy, we have not
yet received any more precise accounts of the course of the Nile from
Abyssinia, than those of Herodotus and Eratosthenes. It was the sources of
the Astapus and of the Astaboras of the ancients, which the Portuguese
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and Tellez, as cited in the MSS. notes

of Ludolf in a copy of his first edition

in the Bibliotheque du Roi. The two

lotter authorities add, that the country
* of Semen is filled with mountains co-

vered with snow, as Ptolemy stated

those of Semens to be.

Lazina.
Zat, o

Gabala, the people of which in-
habit steep mountains with warm
springs . . Without doubt the nation of Abala,
whom Juba (apud Plin. I. 6, c. 35, Ds
3L43) places beyond the isle of Gojams

Atalmo.

Bega, and its neighbours.

Missionaries, and Bruce after them, again discovered in Abyssinia; and not-
withstanding all our efforts, we know much less of the sources and courses
of the Nile, than was known 1800 or 2200 years ago. None of the travellers
who have penetrated into Abyssinia by Egypt, followed the course of this
interesting river. Father Brevedent, and Poncet, pursued the route of the
caravans from Cantarah in Egypt to Moscho upon the Nile, crossing by Shebb
and Selyme; which was glso the route of Duroul, and of Browne as far as
Hadahid: from Moscho to Dongola they followed the course of the Nile, but in
proceeding from Dongola to Dereira, they agein quitted that river, and
traversed the great desert Bahiouds From Dereira to Sennaar they followed
the course of the Bahr el Asrek (the Astapus of the ancients) across a well
inhabited country. Bruce only followed the Nile on his return from
Abyssinia, from Halfais to Goos, where he quitted it to reach Syene by the
distant route of the Nubian desert, the same which Burckhardt afterwards
travelled to Shendy.



Ptolemy then finished his expedition by subduing the Tangaits, etc. as
we have before stated; and Cosmas verified, by his own journies, the

exactness of many of the reports.

See Collect, Patre ede. Montfaucon, te 2, pe 142.--Antiguitates
Asiaticce, Chishull, p. 73. London, 1728.—Geographie Physique d.e la
Mer Noive, etce Dureau de la Malle, fils. Paris, 1807.

ERTE N TS



10,
11
12,
13.
ke
154
16,

EXPIANATION OF THE PLATES.

An Ashantee Pipe.

e ®c

Agegry Beads dug up at Thebes, and now in the

The spring of a locks.
«s chamber .o

os key .e .e
Knife,

Sheath.

Cushions.

Bag,

Bibliotheque du Roi

Part of the pattern of a painted mourning cloth.

Sanko or Guitar.
Sandal.

Stool, carved out of one solid piece of wood.

I cennot sufficiently express my obligation to Miss Landseer, who

generously devotqd several hours of her valuable time, to making finished
coloured drawings'of these objects for me, from the originals, which I had
presented to the British Museum.
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