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. Na Gbewa was now very old and blind; but as the 
Kussasi and the Busansi very often raided his settlement 
near the capital, and were not entirely crushed, he sent his 
eldest son and Kufogo against them, and they remained 
a long time away at the war. Now Na Gbewa considered 
Zirili a wicked man in his manners of life and quite unfit 
to reign. He therefore proposed to leave the kingdom to 
Kufogo. Having arranged this with his elders he sent his 
'hazo', i.e. one who sits in front, to call Kufogo's mother, 
And when he came he told him what was in his mind and 
then confided to the elders who had agreed ro help taking 
the chieftainship from Zirili. 

For some reason, which no one knows, the messenger went 
and called Zirili's mother (it is stared that Zirili's mother 
was good and Kufogo's mother wicked, and that that was 
the reason that the front sitter had done this).' 

Na Gbewa, not knowing the mistake, for he was, as stated, 
blind, began to tell the woman all he had arranged with the 
elders. Zirili's mother said never a word; but leaving the 
presence of her husband the king, she went directly to the 
camp and informed her son Zirili what his father had said. 

During the night Zirili ordered a big hole to be dug and 
covered with grass reeds. Before dawn he ordered skins 
and embroidered leather cushions to be placed over the hole. 
Then he sent for all the elders in the camp.' 

When they had come Zirili seated himself near the trap 
and ordered his younger brother Kufogo to sit on the 
pillows over the hole by his side. Nobody knew that a trap 
had been set for Kufogo, and no sooner had he sat qn the 
pillows than he dropped into the hole and was there buried 
alive by Zirili's orders. Great terror reigned in the camp and 
none dared leave it. Men remained in the' camp until 

I U. the story oCTaoo smd Bia, p. 49. 
II a . .I1/prtl, p ... " the story of Nyame and Edubiaku and, p. 119. tbcsrory 

of Antiakoli. 
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Gushiag Na, i.e. Chief of Gushlago, broke off, and with his 
party repaired to Pussiga to inform Na Gbewa of what had 
occurred. 

As they drew near the town, the Chief of Gushiago 
ordered a halt, to consider how Na Gbewa could best be 
informed of the murder of Kufogo; for according to the 
customs of those days he could not inform him verbally.' 
At last it occurred to him to fashion a pipe, a drum, and a horn 
of an elephant tusk. On eQtering the town he ordered men 
to play upon these instruments which are preserved to this 
day, and, whenever a chief of Gushiago visits Yendi, are 
carried and played as he enters that town. 

The pipe says: 

'Gbewa 1 Gbewa! 
ZUlli ku Fogo 1 
Zirlli ku Fogo l' 

The drum answers: 
'M-ba ye 1 M-ba ye l' 

The horn then wails: 

'U-uhu 1 U-uhu l' 

Meaning: 
, Gbewa 1 Gbewa 1 
Zitili has killed Fogo 
Zirili has killed Fogo 
Oh 1 Father, Oh 1 Father 
U-uhu 1 U-uhu l' 

AC the time Na Gbewa was sitting outside his compound, 
and when he understood what the music said he began to 
throw hlmoelf about in such grief that the ground opened 
and he disappeared from sight. 

ZUlli was still in his camp when he heard of the death of 

l a. IlIJWiI, p. ~8. the story of Nyamc and the Gold and Silver children. 
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his father, and that his elder sister Kachiogo had seized the 
. skin, saying that she was the eldest. He at once struck camp 
and began to move homeward, proposing to enter Pussiga 
by night so as to frighten the people; he therefore ordered 
a hait, and told all the men who wete with him to make 
pieces of board (about eighteen inches long and eight inches 
broad) and fix one end to a piece of string---each man 
to have one-which, when whirled in the air would give 
a tremendous humming sound. When night came on, he 
moved into the town with his party, and terrurized the town 
folk, even the chieftainess ran and hid herself in the cavity 
of a large Kapok tree in the town. 'he was found hy her 
brother Zirili, who told her to renounce the-skin that same 
night and, as a reward for complyinl!, ",hen the custom of 
'making king' was finished, Kachiogo was appointed the 
first woman Chief of Gundogo-a chieftainship for the 
eldest daughter of Yenru kings, which is theirs hy right to 
this day. Gundogo is gunga (Kapok tree), Dogo (hole), 
i.e. Chief of the hole in the Kapok tree. 

When the elders and their followers came to pay the new 
king their respects, he paid particular heed to the attendants 
on the person of the late king his father. 

One of them, called 'Kpoyo', was asked what his duty 
was, and said that he drove '/lies' from the king. Zirili told 
him that he was to be Zohena, Chief of the /lies, i.e. Zohe 
(/lies), and Na (Chief). Another one said his duty was to lull 
the king to sleep; he was told to be the Chief of the lullers, 
i.e. Balona. Another one said his duty was to find cooking­
pots for cooking the king's food, when travelling; h~ "'"as 

told to be called 'Pogo', i.e. cooking-pot. Another one said 
he soothed the king's anger; he was ordered to be called 
'Malli', i.e. make it (the trouble) good. Anotller one said 
that his duty was not to leave the king alone; he also was 
ordered to be called 'Dewalgena', i.e. don't leave the king. 
All these appointments were held by eunuchs until recently, 
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when the last eunuch died, except the post of Dewalgena 
which was filled by a Mohammedan priest. 

During the reign of Na Zirili, there was no trouble with 
the local inhabitants in the Kussasi country; but when Zirili 
died there arose a dispute over the succession between his 
three younger brothers Tohago, Ngmantambo, and Sitobo. 
The la t two joined against the former, and fighting took 
place. Tohago and his adherents were driven away by his 
bro rs, and the legend informs us that only because Tohago 
was possessed of some magic was his life saved. For when 
he saw his brothers' party pressing hard upon his heels, he 
made magic (with what, is not known) so that a large space 
between his brothers and himself became covered with trees, 
and this forest still exists and is known by the name of 
'Sunba'. Sitobo and his party had to halt in order to cut 
a way through the forest before they could continue the 
pursuit. Tobago then picked up a stone and knocked it on 
the ground and the space between himself and his brothers 
became a mountain range, and there he built his town, which 
he called Nalerigu, which is amongst the Mamprussi-thus 
Tohago became the first Mamprussi king, and his posterity 
still rule over that land. 

Sitobo and his party still persevered and tried to cross the 
mountains to find and slay him. When he heard this, he took 
an egg and struck it to the ground and it became so large 
a river that their advance was hindered. Thus frustrated 
from his evil design Sitobo had to find a passage and so came 
to Gambaga. 

The; visit of so mighty a foreigner was unknown, and all 
the i.wabitants of Gambaga ran away, excepting an old 
woman who possessed a large herd of cattle which Sitobo 
very cunningly got rid of. For no sooner had Sitobo settled 
in Gambaga than he sent to .the old woman for a goat to 
make a sacrifice. The old woman complied with his orders; 
and Sitobo continued to demand from her goat after goat 



%,0 WHICH DEALS WITH MAIlERS OF HISTORY 

and sheep after sheep till all the goats and sheep were finished, 
and then he began to demand her cows. Whenever he 
slaughtered anything that was taken from the old woman, 
he used to send her a leg of the slaughtered animal; there­
fore, the old woman did not feel so much the ill-treatment 
until only one cow remained. Sitobo at last sent for the only 
remaining cow, slaughtered it, but failed 10 send a leg to the 
old woman. She then came to him and asked the reason 
why he did not send her her portion as he had heretofore 
done. Sitobo said to her that it ill-suited her to ask such 
a questioo. The old woman said to him, 'A kunko pun 
dira: i.e. 'Did you use to eat (meat) alone hefore this time?' 
Thereupon Sitobo ordered her to he killed on the spot. 

The legend tells us that, after thi, old woman of Gambaga 
had been thus brutally murdered, her ghost was ever by the 
side of Shobo-no matter if he was eating, drinking, sleep­
ing, hunting, playing, she was alwa·s there, and keptaskiog 
him, 'A kunko pun dira.' This state of things so alarmed 
Sitobo that he left Gambaga for Nabare, a very flourishing 
town at the time near \1Valewale. Still the old woman's 
ghost followed him there, and e,-er asked him, 'A lmoko 
pun dira.' But here Sitobo made magic and cast the ghost 
away from himself, and it fell into Safulugu (Savelugu). 
This ghost was then called 'Yo', and therefore, until this day, 
the chieftainship of Safulugu is called 'Yo', and a chief to 
that slcin 'Yo-oa'. 

Afler some years' stay in Nabare, Na Nyagse, the eldest 
son of Sitobo, asked of his father some fighting men to 
wage war against the neighbouring trihes to the east. It was 
only through the good offices three times given of hit uncle 
Kuga-na Sibie, Sitobo's younger brother, that his father 
agreed. Na Nyagse set out, therefore, on the "'ar-path, sub­
duing all he met on his way. until he came and settled in 
Bagale-a Dagbamba village on the Mamprussi-Dagbarnba 
frontier. There Na Nyagse stayed a long time until his 
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father, in order to prevent disputes arising on his death as 
to the succession to the skin, grew an.'<.ious to see and to 
make him king in the presence of his uncles. 

On a certain Friday when all the elders, &c., would come 
round to pay him their respects, Sitobo proposed to his 
brothers and followers, that as his son Na Nyagse had 
remained so long abroad, and he had heard nothing of him, 
he would go himself in search of him. But his followers told 
him that he was too old and weak for the enterprise. 

Sitobo then ordered a lamb to be taken from its mother and 
hidden in a room near-by. And the assembled people saw a 
mother sheep running about calling, calling for her offspring; 
then Sitobo asked them what was the reason of the sheep's 
baaing and running about. They said they did not know. 
He then ordered the lamb to be led out. The mother sheep, 
on seeing her lamb, ran to it and began to fondle it. By this 
example he demonstrated to them how necessary it was that 
parents should love their children. Then all his men agreed 
that he should go to find where his son Na Nyagse was. 

It was in the rainy season that Sitobo, with all his brothers 
and a great host of followers, travelled to Bagale. On the 
way he sent a secret messenger to Na Nyagse to acquaint 
him with the reason of his coming. On hearing this, Na 
Nyagse bought one red and wlllte striped gown, and a 
walking-stick to exchange for those of his father. Two days 
after his arrival in Bagale, Sitobo summoned a meeting of 
his elders and, in their presence, rose up and ordered a grass­
mat to be given him; he then invested his son with the 
regali~ and seated him on the skin; and he seated himself 
on the grass-mat and began to address the people, explain­
ing his reason for so doing. This, of course, annoyed his 
(Sitobo's) brbthers, and they went away in anger from him. 
These were Biemmone, Bogoyelgo, and Ngmantambo. 

Biemmone went and established himself in Gunayiri. At 
this time there was a priestess in Binduli (Karaga) who 
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became Biemmone's sweetheart, and from time to time sent 
him presents of okros and other vegetables. Biernmone was 
pleased at these presents and went to visit the priestess in 
her town. Falling in love with her, and at the same time 
with the intent of seizing the kingdom, he married ber and 
waited patiently until she died, and thus Biemmone became 
the founder of the big chieftainship of I'.araga. 

Bogoyelgo and his party went away from Sitobo in Bagale, 
and established himself in Sunson, amongst the Kpanl .. pamba 
people (Konkomba). He gradually subdued these savages 
and became their chief. The second Chief of SWl50n 
removed hence and settled in the far north to control his 
Kpankpamba subjects the better. There is only one com­
pound remaining on the ruins of the old Sunson which is 
now called 'Sunson-gbon' between Sekpiego and Zion. 

Ngmantan who was also called. Tgmantambo went far to 
the east and, settling amongst the Kanumba, founded the 
kingdom of the Nanumba in Bimbila, after having killed 
the priest of that place. 

But Kuga-na Sibie, who followed his nephew No. Nyagse 
to Bagale in the expedition, and acted as a fetish consulter, 
and burner of sin offering, &c., was appointed Chief of 
Gbalga, Tannyeli, Nankukpalgo, Nanluo, and many other 
villages, by Sitobo. 

After the installation of Na Nyagse, his father Sitobo 
remained in Bagale as chief of that place; he died and was 
buried there. His tomb was encircled by a compound and 
a house built over it. To this house the souls of the Kings 
If Yendi return when they leave the king's bodies .• 

/,' Na Nyagse now took the field against the Da~ba 
.~ people; first he went to the west and then to the east, fought 

. with and measured all the Dagbamba priests, and appointed 
, his sons, brothers, and uncles as chiefs in their stead. 

< He fought with and killed tbe Tindana of Pigu, and ap-
pointed his eldest son Zolkpaba Chief. 
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He killed the Tindana of Nyinbungu and made hls son 
Mogonyona Chief. 

He killed the Tindana of Didoggo and made hls son 
Wombolga Chlef. 

He killed the Tindana of Sakpli and made hls son Frin­
yanga Chlef. 

He killed the Tindana of Zosalle and made hls son 
W unbiele Chief. 

He killed that of Diare and made hls son Shallon Chief. 
He killed that of Gushlye and made hls son Kapziem 

Chief. 
He killed the Tindana of Safulugu (Savelugu) and made 

hls brother Biyo Chlef. 
He killed the Tindana of Dapale and made his son Denzie 

Chlef. 
He killed the Tindana of Namogo and made hls son 

Bisunga Chlef. 
He killed the Tindana of Singa and made hls son Layyago 

Chlef. 
He killed the Tindana of Dalong and made hls son 

Busubunankape Chlef. 
He killed the Tindana of Kumbungu and made hls son 

Bimiem Chief. 
He killed the Tindana of Zangbalon and made hls son 

Buruzambo Chlef. 
He killed that of Gbolon and made hls son Lokpa Chlef. 
He killed the Tindana of Vogo and made hls son Barnbille 

Chief. 
He killed the Tindana of Timbungu and made hls son 

LundU Chlef. 
He killed the Tindana of Lungbungu and made his son 

Susable ChlI:f. 
He killed the Tindana of Tamale and made hls son Tulebi 

Chief. 
Though having been made Chlef of Tamale, Tulebi did 
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not reside in Tamale; he appointed a new Tindana whom he 
named Dakpeme or Tamale-Dakpame, and created a new 
chieftainship for himself near Safulugu (Savelugu) whence 
he exercised lordship over Tamale. 

Na Nyagse killed the Tindana of Nanton and made his 
brother Batanga Chief. 

Owing to the valour of the Tindan. of Tampion, Na 
Nyagse spared him to live until his death, when Bilyanga, 
the son of Dimani, was made to succeed him. 

He killed the Tindana of Tujo and made his son Ngunawi 
Chief. 

He killed the Tindana ofTugu and made his son Sangmani 
Chief. 

He killed the Tindana of Gal,,-,. and made his uncle 
Zogga Chief. 

He killed the Tindana of Zakole and made his son Bem­
bale Chief. 

He killed the Tindana of Kukon and made his son 
Zontulibi Chief. 

He killed the Tindana of Ngani (Gnani) and made his son 
Konsigenili Chief. . 

He killed the Tindana of Nakpari and made his son 
Kayiimbagaya Chief. 

Na Nyagse, believing that he had now finished his task, 
went and settled in Yogo, whence he selected a site between 
Yogo, Dapale, and Diare, and built the capital town of the 
Dagbamba, and called it Na-ya, i.e. the king's town. 

'Tandogo lie mor'le 
Ka Tankpa lie Zoya' 

• • mearung: • 

'The swish' hole became a river 
• And the swish balls (bricks) became mountains.' 

It was stated that the swish hole out of which swish was 
I Swish i. the word used in '\l:est Africa for mud, stamped by men until 

lufficic.ndy wc11 m.ixcd fot building houses. c.uctly like cob in Dcvoo. 
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dug for the bWlding became a river and the pieces of swish 
which fell off from the hands of the carriers became 
mountalns. 

This river is shown near Dapale and is a long pool which 
joins the White Volta in the rains. Owing to the determina­
tion of the Gonja to conquer Dagbon, Na Lura abandoned 
it about a hundred and fifty years after its building, and the 
site of the ruin which is called Yendi Dabare (Ruins of 
Yendi) is still visible. NaNyagse died in Yoggo when invited 
by his mother to attend her skin-sacrifice, and was succeeded 
by his son Z1l1ande. 

The desire to be masters of other countries had always 
existed among the princes now mling the Dagbamba 
country. Therefore, when Zulande became king, his son 
Nagalogo, at the head of a large army, waged war against 
the Tampruma people. He burnt Kulumbuso and Zantani. 
He went through the whole Tampruma country as far as to 
Murugu, where he heard of the death of his father the king. 
Having made ready to return to his father's obsequies, 
he himself died suddenly at Murugu. These two funeral 
customs weighed heavily on Galbanga Fatu the first wife 
of Na Zulande and the mother of Nagalogo, hence the 
song: 

'Murugu yalem ngmaya 
Galbanga Fatu n-Kumda 
O-yidana Zugu 
N-kumda o-bi zugu.' 

mearung: 

'!he salt of Mutugu came to nought 
Galbanga Fatuma 
Bewail,. her husband 
Bewails her son.' 

(Galbanga is the title of the first wife of evety Yendi king.) 
After the completion of the funeral of Na Zlllande the 
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insignia of the kingship were taken to Murugu and 
on the tomb of Nagalogo, showing thereby that 
reigned and was to be numbered among the Kings of 
Dagbon. The Tampruma country then remained under the 
sway of the Dagbamba kings, until Jakpa wrested the placz 
from them. 

Darigudiembda, surnamed 'Shelbema Datolle', the second 
son of Zulande~became King of Dagbon. Early in his reign 
he took the field against the Wangara people. He stormed 
and took Gbona the capital, and married the princess of that 
place. Having remained in Gbona (modem Bona) for some 
years, he appointed a representatiye and left for Dagbon; on 
his journey back he died' at Gbungburi (called by the 
Dagbamba 'Binduliya'). 

A house was said to have been uilt over his tomb and 
thither came the Gbona kings on an annual visit to sacrifice 
a black cow to the soul of their great grandfather. (This town 
Gbungburi is not far from Bole.) 

His brother Bariguwiemda, who was to succeed bim,came 
to Gbungburi, and after performing the funeral rites visited 
Gbona. AtthistimeDarigudiembda'swife, whowasinGbona, 
was about to give birth to a child, and Bariguwiemda gave 
her a very valuable present, and made all necessary arrange­
ments for the child before it was born. A few days after his 
departure messengers were sent to announce to him that his 
brother's wife had given birth to a male child. Bariguwiemda 
then exclaimed: 'Bun bo nkane?' meaning: 'What is 
wanting?' When the messengers returned home they said 
the child's name was to be called-as they heard from his 
uncle-'Bonkane'. In process of time, Bonkane ~lIme 
King of Gbona and had three sons; these were Gaga, 
Kunga, and Banaguri. The present rulers ol Gbona are 
descended from Gaga, the eldest son of Bonkane. ,. 

Bariguwiemda was succeeded by Na Zolgo, another and 
I a. L. TaU1iu, U N,;, 11# BottJoIl4oM, Pari" .,u. pp. ,,~ 
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elder son of Darigudiembda, who was succeeded by Zong­
mang, son of Zolgo, who was succeeded by his brother 
Nongmitoni, who was succeeded by his brother Diwani, who 
was succeeded by Yanzo, who was succeeded by his nephew, 
Dariziogo. Zongmang's full name was Zongmang kun-she 
miya, da wata n-nabera, i.e. a broken house cannot be sewn 
with string, firewood split becomes plenty. 

It was during the reign ofNa Dariziogo that the Ngbanye 
(Gonja) people, under the .Ieadership of Sumaila Ndewura 
Jakpa, came and settled in the Wala country, whence they 
proceeded to conquer the country lying berween the Black 
and the White Volta, even as far as the Kpamkpamba. 

These newcomers are said to have come from Gifi, which 
is in Mandingo. ' 

Sumaila Ndewura Jakpa was one of the mightiest princes 
that ever lived in the Mandingo country. On one occasion 
he interviewed a certain Mallam who told him-from his 
oracle books-that he, SumailaNdewura Jakpa, would never 
be a king in his own country; his fortune was rather in 
foreign lands, where he would acquire riches, and would 
establish a kingdom for himself, his heirs, and successors. 

The r-.1allam's prophecy made a very deep impression on 
Jakpa, and it was ever in his mind. At last the opportunity 
carne, and he set out with seventy thousand men-men unfit 
and useless for fighting purposes, women, and children are 
not counted in this reckoning. The captains of this host 
were Manwura and Bonwura. A few days after his departure 
he arrived in a town called J ah, and made friends with a cer­
tain Mallam named Fati Worukpe (i.e. Woru-Albino), and 
told IWn the reason for his migration, and begged him to 
enter his service, to pray to God to keep away from him all 
mishaps and evils that might stay him on his marcb. In 
return Jakpa promised him tbe following articles if be were 

l a. Withergill's translation of a Hausa History of Salaga. printed by 
Goyeroment at Accra, 1914. 

s 
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successful in his adventure: 100 slaves, 100 cattle, 100 

pairs of donkeys, 100 pairs of sheep, 100 pairs of goats, 
100 pairs of fowls, 100 hOIses, 100 gowns, and 100 pairs of 
trousers. Fati Morukpe refused the offer, and Jakpa went 
on his way. He then arrived in the country of the Biegas, who 
opposed him. 

Fighting took place with much slaughter on either side, 
but neither triumphed. Jakpa, not knowing what to do, 
in desperation sent messengers 'o.:ith presents to beg Fati 
Worukpe to come to him. The latter sent back the messen­
gers saying he could not come without the consent of his 
elder brother. Thereupon Jakpa sent other messengers, and 
the Mallam obeyed and came into the camp. On his arrival 
he upbraided Jakpa for his importuning him, but agreed to 
pray for him. 

The fighting recommenced, and Fati Worukpe, with 
a firm belief in the holiness of his faith, stretched out his 
arms with the staff ('Kandiri' which is always carried by the 
Imams) in one hand, pointed it to the Biegas and ex­
claimed, 'Run away, ye Kafirs'. The enemies' line suddenly 
broke and, everyone running away to the place whence he 
came, J akpa remained master on the field. Here began the 
greatness of the Ngbanye people. 

Jakpa then showed his hospitality by presenting 10 cows, 
10 sheep, 10 goats, and fowls to Fati Worukpe who now 
consented to the former proposal, and an oath was taken on 
the Koran, whereby it was agreed that: 

Mallam Fati Worukpe should go with Jakpa and implore 
God for his success; 

That the articles of reward mentioned before sho\t!d be 
paid to Fati Worukpe when Jakpa had established himself as 
a conqueror and a king over the countries of (he far East; 
and 

That if either one of them were to die, or if both of them 
died together before any empire had been established, the 
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oath and the promises should be honourably fulfilled by the 
heirs and successors of Fati Worukpe, or vice versa, and that 
the two races, i.e. that of Fati Worukpe and Jakpa, should 
live side by side, and regard themselves as brothers. 

Things having been thus arranged, Jakpa then resumed 
his eastward march; and God so favoured Jakpa through 
the prayers of the Mallam that he met with no opposition, 
and all the petty kingdoms in the western Sudan fell before 
him and acknowledged his suzerainty. Sumaila Ndewura 
Jakpa continued his progress, came and occupied the Wala 
country, and chose the town Nyanga as the capital of the 
conquered lands, and named it Gbinipowura-pe. He then 
appointed his sons as chiefs over different parts of the land. 

Jakpa then turned against the Tampruma people on the 
western bank of the White Volta River. These Tamproma, 
as has been already told, were the subjects of the Dagbamba 
kings who had maintained representatives to watch over 
the salt-making by the natives in Burugu (Daboya). Jakpa 
fought with and compelled the Dagbambas to leave that 
country. He then crossed the river to its eastern bank, 
where Na Dariziogo, the King of the Dagbamba, gave him 
battle. The fighting was very fierce and the slaughter terrible. 
The Dagbamba gave way at last, but only when their king 
was slain on the battle-field. Jakpa then took possession of 
the Dagbamba towns along the eastern bank of the White 
Volta and penetrated far inland aod took Gbirimanl (Biri­
marn), which was afterwards put under the jurisdiction of 
the Chief of Kpembi (Kombi), and Kasoriyiri under the 
Chief of Wasope. Having thus taken possession of Tam­
promo. and some parts of the Dagbamba country, SumaiJa 
Ndewura Jakpa removed his son, who was the Chief of 
Wasope, t~ Daboya to control the salt-making where 
formerly the Dagbamba kings had obtained their salt. On 
the eastern bank of the White Volta there is a salt valley 
dose to the present ferry where the ground is scraped with 

s 2 



,60 WHlCH DEALS WITH MATTERS OF HlSTORY 

hoes and packed into small baskets. These are then placed 
in pots and £illed to the brim with water. The baskets act 
as filters and the resultant liquid is carried into the town. 
There it is boiled until only the reddish salt of Daboya is 
left. Even now the Chief of Dabo),a is called not 'Daboya 
Chief' but 'Wasope-wura', i.e. Chief of Wasope. (Note 
'Wura' the Twi word for chief.) Jakpa then equipped an 
expedition for his fifth son, who went and took Kawsaw 
from the Dagbamba people. 

Having secured chieftainships for five of his SODS, Jakpa 
then crossed the Black Volta, which is to the south. All towns 
and villages submitted to him freelv, and while he was still 
on the northern side of that river, the Kafaba crossed and 
met him with food, water, and honev-a sign of immediate 
submission to the powers of Jakpa. tie went over and estab­
lished the kola-trade in Kafaba. From this place Jakpa 
travelled as far as Salaga. In those days Salaga was a very 
small village of two compounds belonging to the Nanumba 
people. The Nanumba were driven away, and the place was 
given by Jakpa to the hundreds of aliens who had followed 
and fought under him, and transferred the kola-trade from 
Kafaba to Salaga, and it became a most flourishing town and 
a centre of the slave-trade and for all sorts of products of the 
world. The Ngbanye people went a little farther away 
from the town Salaga and built the town Kpembi. 

His untiring lust for conquest made Jakpa dissatisfied with 
the kingdoms and chieftainships he had hitherto won, and 
the conquest of the eastern countries became the object of 
his ambition. And when he had put things in order and 
appointed one of his sons as chief in the newly-made '.king­
dom, he took the field against the Kpamkparnba people. He 
raided, on his way, Bo, Tashi, and the Bassari 'l>eople, who 
took refuge in their mountain passes but bad to leave great 
herds of cattle for the raider to carry off. The Kpamkpamba 
were then attacked; the fighting was very furious indeed, but 
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the tactics of the Ngbanye were superior to those of the 
savages, who were routed and taken prisoners, with thou­
sands of oxen, sheep, and goats. Jakpa then returned to 
Salaga by the same route. He planted the captives taken from 
Kpamkpamba, between Nchumuro, Salaga, and Nanumba, 
to cultivate the soil, and to supply the Kpembi-wura with 
food-stulf. They multiplied greatly, and built many towns, 
such as: Kpandai, Bayim, Baladjai, Kotiko, Nkatchina, 
Balai,and Katigeli. (Itis of interest to note that the people of 
this last town claim to have come from Tekiman in Ashanti.) 

The war-<:hief became the Chief of Kpandai, which from 
that time became the residence of all succeeding war-<:hiefs 
untilt89l, wben war broke out between Kabachi and Lempo, 
and the place was destroyed. 

After some years' rest in Kpembi, Jakpa resolved on the 
conquest of Ashanti; but his men, having been told that the 
Ashanti were cannibals, and also on account of war-weariness, 
began to murmur, so that he had to give up the idea. For a 
time, however, despite the warning given him, he crossed the 
Volta River in the direction of Yegi to Bromase, where he 
encountered the Ashanti. A great battle took place in which 
Jakpa was mortally wounded, and he was carried to Surumin­
chu or Sumusi where he breathed his last. Before his death, 
Jakpa gave orders that his body should be entombed in 
Nyanga. His orders were being obeyed, but when his corpse 
was on its way through Npaha to Gbipe it became putrid 
and was interred in the latter town. 

The question as to who would succeed Sumaila Ndewura 
Jakpa arose, and it was decided that the prince or chief who 
had the largest household and plenty of followers should be 
his successor. The Chief of Kungu was then elected-hence 
the town Nyanga was called 'Yagbon', i.e. 'big household', 
till the present day. 

On account of Jakpa's burial in Gbipe, it became a 
rule that no king of Yagbon should be buried there, and 
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Mankuma was chosen as a burial-place of the Kings of 
Yagbon. 

The principal chiefs, whose duty it is to decide theenstool­
ment of kings to the Stool of Yagbon, are Gbipe-wura and 
Kagbape-wurn. Other influential chiefs who are to be 
consulted are: Mantam-wura, Busuna-wura, Dumangu­
wura, Sanyon-wura, and J anton-WUra. 

When a new king is made, the custom is that he has to 
give to the Chief of Gbipe one horse, one cow, and 240,000 

cowries, and to the Chief of Kagbepe, who is the chief king­
maker and also resides in Gbipe, the horse which the new 
king rides during the ceremony, with the gown, the trousers, 
the cap, and the turban, as well as 200,000 cowries. The Chief 
of Kpembi and Wasope-wura (Dabova chief) are excluded 
from being Kings of Yagbon owing to the extent of the 
provinces they rule. The Chiefs of Kungu, Kandia, Kaw­
saw, and Turugu (Turuwe) are by turns made Kings of 
Yagbon, and the insignia of the kingship was a fetish 'Aliti' 
which was lost dUIing the raids of Sarnori. In the case of 
Kpembi (in Salaga) the four chiefs quartering th~selves 
in Kpembi are made paramount chiefs in turn. These 
are: Kalankule-wura, Lempo-wura, Sungbungu-wura, and 
Kanyase-wura. 

The Ngbanye people still held parts of the Dagbamba 
country near the eastern side of the White Volta, and had 
even threatened the capital town Yendi. To avoid this 
incessant fighting Na Luro, who had succeeded Dariziogo, 
deemed it expedient to abandon the capital and to build a 
new one in the Kpamkpamba country. Na Luro occupied the 
Kpamkpamba town Chare, drove the people away to Weng­
bun on the Demon road, and Chare became Yendi from that 
time. Na Luro then managed to drive the Ngbanye away 
from some of the Dagbarnba towns occupied by them, but died 
when still engaged in the war, and was succeeded by his four 
sons in tUI~viz., Tubugiari, Zagale, Zokuli, and Gungoble. 

:> 
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The King of Mamprussi theo said to Timani: 'I see that 
you Clnnot be made King over the Dagbamba people, 
because you will cause a scarcity of water, and there 
will be a famine in the rwo countries and people will 
die of hunger and thirst-you are not fit to be King.' 

Gumachiogo, the Chief of Yalzori (i.e. Zabzugu), theo 
stepped forward and said: 

'N-yuli bona Gumachiogo, Yalzoci dana, Mani 
Shiogo ni bu-bile zogom !run kpi, 
Bargu ban soge dje 
Ben-ti zan n-wuhi Kpamba.' 

That is: 
'My name is Gumachiogo, Chiei of Yalzoci, 
A little goat in the rainy season 
Cannot lose its hairs, 
Syphilis, wheo impossible to be hiddeo, 
Must be shown to the elders.' 

Then the King of the Mamprussi told him:-'You cannot 
be King over the Dagbamba, because you have .a bold 
face, and will not give any respect to the elders.' 

Bengahem or Ben-nyahem came forward and said: 

'N-yuli bona Beogahem, Kpoge dana 
Mani Pole-ngmanjie ni yirigi no 
Biliere tugsi doya kun ban zolge 
Gungumagumde tegse yiliya 
Kun ban Kpemma.' 

That is: 
'My name is Bengahem, Chief of Kpoge, 
I am the wild-pigeon (that feeds) by the 
Mortar, threateos the fowls' food; 
Babies lying together, you cannot know 
(Which of them) is the fool; 
Fruits of the silk-cotton Uee that hang 

• 

• 
• 
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Down, you will not know (which of them) 
Is the first.' 

The King of Mamprussi then said :-'My good friend, 
it is impossible for you to be a King of Dagbon, 
because you will deride the warnings of the elders, and 
cannot maintain the peace of the country.' 

He (the Mamprussi King) now turned round and called 
Zangina, who pretended to have nothing to do with the 
matter, to stand up. 'Tell ·me your name and attributes.' 

Zangina said: 
'N-yuli bona Zangina 
Mani-Singa kun kpe du-noli 
Zan tiri goni nan gare 
Muni kun nani.' 

That is: 

'My name is Zangina, 
The big pot that cannot be pushed 
Through the doorway, 
That be leant against the wall, 
Then it will pass (through); 
Habits (of men) cannot easily be discerned.' 

The Mamprussi King then congratulated him and said: 
'Bravo 1 my young lad, thou art a just man and fitted to 

be King over the Dagbamba, and to maintain the peace of 
the country.' 

This was the only occasion on which a King of Dagbon 
was made by a Mamprussi King, and it was done at the 
wish.and request of the Dagbamba elders themselves, nor 
have the Kings of the Mamprussi any sovereignry over the 
Kings of ~ Dagbamba. 

When there was no war on, the Kings of Yendi were 
wont to sit under the shady trees near their compounds, 
where they settle palavers, land matters, and differences 
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between their people. They never go to visit any town or 
village in the country. Travelling about, they say, is not 
compatible with the customs of the country; because people 
outside Yecdi, even the important Chiefs of Karaga, Mion, 
and SafuIugu, would not stay to receive them-they would 
all run away into the bush, and leave the town, for they, the 
Kings of Yendi, are the 'lions' of Dagbon. 

The reign of Na Zangina began as one of the most peace­
ful in the annals of the Dagbamba. His first act was to em­
brace Mohammedanism. His elders and himself were taught 
to pray five times a day and make ablutions by Yarnusa, the 
Imam of Sabare, a town near Nakpari. The Imam Yamusa 
and the other Mallarns who were in Ius retinue, had come 
from Wangara and settled in t1us place in the previous 
reign. The example ofNa Zangina, ","being a Mohammedan 
and a Pagan at the same time, has been followed by Ius 
successors until the present day. 

But suddenly, towards the latter rears of Na Zangina's 
reign, a very powerful prince of the Ngbanyes named 
Maharnman \Vari, known by the name of 'Kumpati' to the 
present Ngbanye people and the o.gbarnba, began a war 
against the latter. During Ius expedition 'Kumpati' built 
many fortifications, the swish of wlucb had been mixed with 
honey instead of water (an example of these fortifications is 
still to be seen in 'Duni', a village of Singa). The Toma, or 
Western Dagbarnba, fled to Yendi. The king, finding himself 
too old and physically unfit to lead Ius people against the foe, 
ordered Andani Sigili, the Chief of Kpoge, who was sur­
named 'Bengumanga', the son of Na Zagale, to take the 
field against the enemy. Kumpati led his army by by-paths 
from Daboya through Singa, to Tarnale, sacking every town 
en route, and carne and encamped in Kurizab. The 0.­
gbamba also encamped in San so as to stop the advance of 
the foe against Yendi. The two armies met in the lulls near 
San, where the battle lasted several days; Kumpati was 
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unable to break through, and the slaughter was terrific on 
either side. The Ngbanye were discomfited only when their 
leader was killed at the hands of the Kumbungu bow-men. 
Kumpati's body was mutilated and distributed in the follow­
ing manner as trophies, in remembrance of this terrible war: 

His head was given to the Chief of Diari, Bukare Surugu 
(Kumbungu is the right wing, Diari the left wing, and Tolon 
the advance guard of the army of the Kings of Yendi); his 
right arm to the Chief of Tolon, Nabame; his left arm to the 
Chief of Kumbungu, Sulemani. 

His daughter Mariama, who accompanied her father on this 
what promised to be successful war, became a prisoner, and 
was married to And"oi Sigili, the victor of the battle. This 
was the last war between the Ngbanye and the Dagbamba, 
excepting during a civil war between Karaga and Safulugu, 
when the Yendi skin was vacant after the death of Mabama, 
King of Dagbon, and both Karaga and Safulugu claimed it. 

Na Zangina died in his old age and was succeeded by 
Andani Sigili, who was succeeded by Na Jimli. 

Ordinarily, all the sons of the reigning chief are placed in 
the care of the most important eunuchs, until they reach 
the age when they pass through the initiation into manhood. 
These eunuchs are really the Na's counsellors. They are: 
Zo-na, the Chief Minister; Balo-na, the Second Minister; 
Male; Mba Dogo; KumJana; and Mba Bunga. 

\V'hen Jimli, the son of Zangina, was a boy under the care 
of Zo-na, he was infected with yaws and had been neglected 
by that minister. Jimli ran away to Kpatenga, where he 
stayed with a Mallam who cured him. 

Duzing his early manhood Andani Sigili died. He 
attended the funeral rites, and while that was still being 
observed he"entered the compound of the deceased king, 
where the old women of the royal blood were gathered 
together in a room. They saw him and called out, saying: 
'Bunbiogo ngo, kaIIUla,' i.e. 'Y QU ugly man, come here.' 
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When he went in unto them they invested him with the 
royal gown and the tuIban, placed a scepae in his hand 
and sandals on his feet and ordered him to walk in the yard, 
to see if the raiment fitted him as a king. After showing 
himself off for a little in the yard, J i ml i hastened out to the 
crowds sitting outside the compound, and the drummers 
instantly began to beat the greetings and the dignities of 
kings. Thus he became a king, and known by the nickname 
Na Bumbiogo (Ugly King). 

To avenge himself on the eunuchs for their neglect when 
he was young he gave them all orders, without distinction 
(at the time there were over two hundred eunuchs in Yendi, 
the best of whom used to be chosen for vacant positions of 
Zohe na, &c.), to carry big stones on their heads from the 
Kulkpeni to Yendi. Many of them preferred death to such 
undignified treatment. 

Na Jimli was succeeded by his younger brother Gar'ba, 
the second son of Zan gina. Unfortunately, he had a rival in the 
person of Zibirim, a son of Na Z.ngina's daughter and of 
Andao; Sigili, who secretly sent messengers to Kwsei Tutu, 
the then King of Ashanti, who reigned from about the year 
,697 to '73', imploring him to send to dethrone and carry 
away his uncle Na Gar'ba to Kumasi, so that he might be 
king. Strong forces were then sent to Yendi from the 
Ashanti monarch with insauction either to deport Gar'ba 
or fine him 2,000 slaves, but if the Dagbamba were to show 
any resistance, the counay must be taken by force of arms. 
The Ashanti arrived in Yendi without opposition, and 
arrested Na Gar'ba in order to take him to Kumasi. But 

, owing to the intercession of the chiefs and the princeS, they 
agreed to take the z,ooo slaves demanded by their king as 
ransom. As the 2,000 slaves could not readily 'De paid, the 
Dagbamba agreed to pay zoo slaves annually to Ashanti left 
in Yendi for the special purpose of receiving and forwarding 
them to Kumasi. 
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Thus Dagbon became a vassal state of the Ashantis, who 
• 

in about the year 1732--during the reign of Opoku . ~ri-
had extended their power across the Volta River, making the 
countries of the Dagbamba, Nanumba, Wala, Ngbanye, 
their tributary states, exacting great numbers of men for 
their warfare and slave dealing. 

Na Gar'ba died and was succeeded by his nephew 
Zibirirn Na-Sa, who was succeeded by Zibirirn, son of Gar'ba, 
who was succeeded by Andani I, son of Gar'ba, who was 
succeeded by Mahama, son of Zibirirn. 

\\i'hen Mahama expired, the vacant stool of Yendi was 
again in dispute. The two rival chiefs were: Zibirim 
Kulunku, who was Chief of Karaga, and had been already 
elected king, and Sumani Zoli, the Chief of Safulugu. 

The latter sent and implored the help of the Wasope-wura, 
Sabunyalung, who was known by the name Tikpiri by the 
Dagbamba, to fight against his rival. The Wasope-wura 
determined to lead his army through Kumbungu to Safulugu, 
where he should arrange matters with that chief. Zakare Yao, 
the Chief of Kumbungu, refused him passage and gave him 
battle near Kpiogo, a village of Kumbungu. The Ngbanye 
were discomfited; a state drum taken from them-still in 
use by the Chiefs of Kumbungu-was one of the trophies 
from that blood-stained field. Zibirirn Zulunku, the king 
in whose favour the battle was determined, gave one of his 
daughters to Zakare Yao, and their issue is Isa, the present 
Chief of Kumbungu. 

He was succeeded byNa Yakuba, whose reign was marked 
by his conceit, great selfishness and disregard of customary 

• laws, .. nd determination to reign without the advice of his 
ministers. In the early years of his reign his own sons 
joined toge~er and fought against him. He was fortunate 
enough to overcome them; but he had learnt his lesson 
and reigned afterwards in accordance with the customary law. 

\\i'hen Bukare Gufire, the Chief of Safulugu, was about to 
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die, though he knew that his nephew Zibirim ldantogma 
Lagafu, the Chief of Zabzugu, who was the son of his sister 
Ashatu and a Mallam, had a hetter claim to the Safulugu 
skin, yet he hequeathed on oath the Safulugu skin to his 
hrother Maharna Nuhila (Bukare Gifire and Mahama Nubila 
were of the same mother), an act to which he had no right. 

Then Bukare Gurue died and Maharna ::-lubila began to 
make his funeral rites. At the same time Zibirim ldantogma 
Lagafu, the Chief of Zabzugu, dispatched his elders with 
cowries and other presents to Safulugu to perform the rites 
on his behalf. These representatives were driven out from 
Safulugu by Nubila and sent back with insults to their 
master. The Chief of Zabzugu held his peace, but secredy 
prepared to obtain the skin of Saiulugu, held by force of 
arms, and did but wait the opportunity. The funeral was 
then finished, and Mahama Nubili proceeded to Yendi to 
be confirmed in his new office. Ko sooner was he about to 
enter into Yendi than Zibirim ldantogma Lagafu met and 
defied him, and a skirmish took place in the \'icinity of 
Yendi in which the Chief of Zabzugu feU. Mahama Nubila 
was then confumed in the Chieftainship of Safulugu by 
Na Yakuba. Safulugu's example was at once followed by 
Karaga. For, when Maharna, the Chief of Karaga, expired, 
his brother on the mother side, Adama, seized the skin and 
wished to be confirmed in that chieftainship; but his aspira­
tions were not entertained by Na Yakuba, who instandy 
appointed Yahaya Sunson in preference to him. Yahaya was 
dispatched to Safulugu so that his brother Maharna Nubila, 
the chief of that place, might assist him to get the skin. 

Na Yakuba's own sons, who were chiefs of some Unpor­
tant towns, found fault with their father and sided with 
Adarna. These were: Abdulai, Chief of Tampioftg ; Mahama, 
Chief ofNakpari; Andani, Chief ofPishigu; Bukare Shiog-ha, 
Chief of Nyong; Adarna, Chief of Pigu; Sulemanu, Chief 
of Saganerigu . 

• 
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The escort from Safulugu were routed before they could 
reach the neighbourhood of Karaga. 

The chiefs who were on the side of Na Yakuba were: 
MahamaNubila, Chief ofSafulugu; Isa, Chief ofMion; Yahaya 
Sunson, Chief of Sunson; Kabonna Kpema, the War Chief. 

The king mustered his forces in Gamanji, a small village 
about fifteen minutes distant from Yendi. Adama of Karaga 
at first took the offensive but was repulsed, and the king 
then advanced. Adama and his party were gradually driven 
away and pursued. He fell, and Abdulai took the leadership. 
The battle continued, but as Abdulai was unable to with­
stand the triumphant army of his father, he retreated and took 
his last stand at Vetin, a village about half an hour's distance 
from Tamale. The night before the batde, Abdulai con­
vened all the Mallams in his camp, and told them to consult 
oracles to find out what would be the result of the morrow's 
engagement. They told him that the batde would be fatal 
to him, and that he would fall, and the result would be that 
all those princes who took up arms against their father 
would be e..wed, and their sons would have no place in the 
kingdom. For this reason, it was found necessary to transfer 
by magic death from him to his younger brother, Sulemanu, 
the Chief of Saganerigu. Sulemanu agreed to the sacrifice, 
but requested all the princes in arms against their father the 
king, and the principal Mallams, to swear on oath, to be 
recorded in writing, and on the Koran, that when his children 
(sons) grew up they should be greeted as Ptinces of Da­
gbamba, and eligible to the Yendi skin. As there was no time 
to lose the whole camp agreed, and the oath was sealed 
hurricruy. At dawn the fighring was resumed with vigour, 
and it was not till noon when Abdulai's army began to 
retreat tow"'ds Banvem. They were pursued by the king's 
forces, and the barde came to an end. Sulemanu fell in 
Dohene, a small village under Banvem. Sulemanu's body 
was interred at the front of his compound in Saganerigu. 
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After this battle the Dagbamba, wbo were in favour of the 
insurgent princes, migrated to Salaga, Yegi, Kintampo, 
Bjura, and Kratchi. Mahama Nubila, the QUef of Safulugu, 
abandoned his chiefrainship, and died miserably in Kum­
bungu, his mother's town. 

I Na Yakuba was succeeded by his eldest son Abduhi, the 
leader of the insurgent party. During the previous reigns 
very little was done to meet the payment of the slave-tribute. 
Raiding parties only had been sent out, and sometimes they 
were very unlucky. These raiding parties reached even as far 
as Turou itself, and it is recorded that there two men were 
killed. The Ashanti representative in Yendi began to threaten 
the king that the non-fulfilment of the promise would result 
in the destruction of their capital, and that all the royal family 
and the principal men of the country would be carried away 
into Kumasi as slaves, and they would never again see their 
country. To make war against the Grunshi' and Basari' 
now became the sale object of the Dagbamba, and prepara­
tions were made, the king went with his army to Basari, while 
the QUefs of Kataga and Kumbungu went to Grunshi. 

The king was successful and brought into Yendi some 
hundreds of Basari captives, while Karaga and Kurobungu 
were less successful. To complete the enormous payment in 
slaves the chiefs began to catch their own people on big 
market days, in the bush and on the principal trade routes; 
and thus, gradually, the two thousand slaves were paid olf. 

Na Andani II, the most tyrannical of all the kings of 
Daghon, succeeded. In the early years of his reign arose 
a frivolous palaver which resulted in open fighting between 
the king, the Kumbungus, and the Karagas. The ~ver 
was as follows: 

On one occasion, a certain Salufu, one of th! headmen in 
Kasoriyiri, was alHicted with. whitlow, and a mon from 

I Tribes living to the nonb along the eleventb paralJd of latitude. 
3 Tribc.lliving in the mountains to the cut ofYcodi. 
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Kumbungu was engaged to cure him. The cure was success­
ful but Salufu sent the man away empty-handed. He went 
and kept company with one Yakobu, a vagabond prince, for 
some time, and then complained of his treatment to his 
companion, and gave the latter his grievance, bidding him 
collect £2) from Salufu. Yakobu was pleased with the 
offer, but as he could not openly demand the sum mentioned, 
he proposed to infest the Kumbungu-Kasoriyiri main road. 
(princes who had no chieftainships lived on robbery, and 
are called 'Nabiyonga', vagabond princes.) So it happened 
that on a certain weekly market day of Kasoriyiri, he hid 
himself in the bush, and, having seen women from the 
villages going to Kasoriyiri to attend the market, he attacked 
them and caught the wife of one Adu, of Chisiogo, an impor­
tant follower of the Chief of Kasoriyici. The matter was 
reported to the Chief of Kasoriyiri, who sent and requested 
Yakobu to free the woman from her slavery, on the plea that 
a native of Kumbungu could never be sold for an offence 
of a Kasoriyiri man. The messengers were sent back with 
words of defiance to Kasoriyiri. By this time the Chief of 
Kasoriyiri had gathered his forces on the left bank of the 
lake which lies between him and the Kumbungus, and some 
of his people even commenced to cross it, for it was but 
knee-deep. The Kumbungus asked them: 'Shall we fight?' 
The answer was 'Yes'. The Kasoriyiris first attacked, but 
they found that they were too weak to fight the Kumbungus, 
so their chief, Aduna, fled to seek the protection of the 
Paramount Chief of Safulugu who, thinking it an easy task 
to defeat the Kumbungus, took the field against them. 
The fi,ghting took place on the Safulugu-Kumbungu road, 
where the Safulugus were repulsed and were driven back 
into their homes. Kumbungu was now accused, before 
King Andani, of taking up arms against his superiors, and 
that he had actually intended to figbt the king in Yendi. 
Na Andani, on hearing this, did not inquire into what was 

T 

, 
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the cause of the fighting, hut instantly summoned the War 
Chief (Kabon-na Kpema) and his captains and distributed 
gunpowder. On account of his mother being a native of 
Kumbungu, Alasan, the Paramount Chief of Karaga, joined 
with the Kumbungus against the king. The two armies 
met about an hour's distance from Kumbungu, in the direc­
tion of Zugu and Tarkpa. The fighting was very fierce and 
lasted the whole day. The Kumbungus did not tremble, even 
in the presence of the Lion of Dagbon who led his army in 
person against them, and they did not give way until their 
dauntless leader, Chief Abdulai, was killed. For a further 
punishment the king dispossessed tbe Kumbungus of the 
important town of Zugu, and allowed his a.rmy to remain in 
the vicinity of Kumbungu, robbin,:: and carrying away the 
people and goods of the Chief of . araga. • 

The king led his army through Tampiong; Karaga also 
mustered his forces and awaited the appearance of the king 
in the neighbourhood of Karaga. The fighting took place 
quite close to Karaga and was at first disastrous to the king. 
But, gradually, after much difficulty, the king got the upper 
hand, and Alasan was killed. His body was buried just at 
the entrance into Karaga, and a ddeb-palrn stands on the 
tomb. 

King Andani continued to trouble his people in this 
despotic manner, and it was in his time that Dagbon became 
so depopulated a country. 

During the reigns of Andani's predecessors a londy 
baobab tree was selected far in the bush, under which any 
person and any wife of the king's who had sexual intercourse 
were led and killed by an executioner (Cheri lana), '~hose 
special duty it was to execute such ill-doers. This spot and 
the baobab were named 'Na-Data' or 'The Ki'\J:'s Rival'. 

The Kings of Dagbon usually keep over a hundred wives. 
These women are closely guarded, yet they are allowed to 
attend the weekly markets in Vendi, where they easily lind 
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a way to find lovers to whose arms they climb over the walls 
of the royal compound in the stillness of the night. 

The depopulation of Dagbon is said to be due to the 
following: 

When Na Andani was busily engaged in having his wives 
and their sweethearts executed under the Na-Data, a certain 
Mallam-in that quarter of Yendi called 'Balogo' -was 
suspected of having had intercourse with one of the king's 
wives. He was brought to trial before the king, but the 
guilty woman could not be discovered. The king, however, 
ordered the Mallam to be killed in his quarters. When his 
head was cut off, instead of blood, milk was seen to drop. 
From this time the Dagbamba country began to decrease in 
population till to-day. 

The blindness of King Andani, which has been inherited 
by all his sons, is traced to one of the fairest and most 
beloved of his wives, who was accused of having been made 
pregnant by a lover. She was brought before the assembly, 
but she swore that the pregnancy was from the king. In 
spite of all her defence, she was condemned and led to 
Na-Data together with her sweetheart, there to be executed. 
The executioner first killed the man, and then the woman, 
who was, as customary, first cruelly mutilated. The execu­
tioner returned to the presence of the king, dancing with 
the right arm of the woman between his teeth, as was the 
custom. A week afrer her execution her ghost appeared in the 
presence of the executioner and demanded her arm, saying: 

'Cherilana, timma m-bogo 
M-bi kumda 
~a n-kuli ka o-ti moge.' 

• 
mearung:. 

Executioner, give me my arm, 
My child is weeping 
That I may return to let it suck.' 

T. 
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The executioner went mad with fear and remained so until 
his death, and no one has since been appointed. The woman's 
ghost is said to have driven her fingers into the eyes of 
Na Andao; so that he became blind in both eyes. The 
blindness of the father has been transmitted to the sons, and 
when they grow old they must be and are blind. 

During the Kumbungu and Safulugu civil war, Binger 
had passed tlu:ough the country,' and a litde earlier Lonsdale 
had reached Yendi. The white men had entered the country, 
and the fall of the Dagbamba empire ",-as at hand. The ttadi­
tionists relate this misfortune which took place on Adibo­
date, i.e. 'The day of Adibo', that memorable day on which 
the Dagbamba defied the soldiers' carbines with cries of 
'Anasare Malfa Cherebo kane', i.e. '\X1'Iite man's gun has 
no flint stone', and despised the white man because 
'Sereminga yi-la kuom na, o-nye la zaham', i.e. 'The white 
man is corne from the water, he is a fish'. These were the 
words of encouragement from the war·chief to the captains 
under him. About one year or so after the se!dement of the 
Germans in Krachi, they organi2ed an expedition under 
Baron von Massow, Dr. Gruner, and a Lieutenant Hermann; 
this expedition was intended to proceed to Sansanne-Mangu. 
En route it was to pass tlu:ough Birnbila and Yendi. The 
Nanumbas collected large forces in both Wulenshi and 
Bimbila to stop the advance of the expedition. 

The fighting took place in a small village near Wulenshi, 
and the Nanumbas were driven towards Bimbila. On the 
next day the expedition arrived at Bimbila, where the fighting 
was again resumed by the natives. They were mown down 
with a heavy slaughter, and the rest fled with thell' .blind 
king to Charnba. Next day the expedition proceeded on its 
journey toward Yendi. On hearing that the white men (the 
fish) were advancing towards Yendi, Na And_ni summoned 
the war·chief and all brave men to go and bring these fishes 

I 1886. 



WHICH DEALS WITH MAl IERS OF HISTORY '77 

in ropes into his presence. Some few hundreds of men 
equipped themselves with Dane guns, bows and arrows, 
and spears; and the rest of them all took ropes. Especially 
men from Sunson and its surrounding villages brought no 
other weapons than ropes in their hands, and sacks with 
them so as to meet and catch the white men, and to put them 
in their bags for the king. Spies had been sent out to 
Langadja, who returned and said that white men were coming 
with their short guns without flint stones. The war-chief 
arrayed his men according to their fashion, and he himself 
with his chief captains seated themselves on the war-chairs 
and fettered their feet. Servants who would load their guns 
stood behind them. It was in Adibo where the fighting took 
place. The Dagbamba were terribly slaughtered; heaps of 
dead bodies were to be found in all directions, with horses 
that fell under their riders. The war-chief with all his 
captains died on the battle-field. A few of the men who es­
caped in the heat of the fighting ran and informed the king, 
saying :-'Na, tobo sagamya, kabonna kpeme kpalemya,' 
i.e. 'Oh, King, the battle is spoiled, the war-chief is dead.' 
The king was then led on horseback to a safe place. 

Before the Germans entered Yendi darkness fell, and with 
it a very heavy rain, and it is noticed that since that time no 
rain has ever fallen so heavily as on that day. The Germans 
burned the whole of Yendi the same night, and left for 
Sansanne-Mangu. On the return of the king from his retire­
ment, he prophesied that 'while he lives, no white man shall 
ever set his foot in Dagbon'. This prophecy was and is 
believed by tbe Dagbamba that, had Andani lived, no white 
man. {vould have come to Dagbon to settle, and they still 
maintain that there is a time when the white men now in 
Dagbon will leave their country. King Andani then gave 
cattle and plenty of cowries to the Mohammedan community 
in all parts of his kingdom to make him charms which would 
prevent the white men coming any more into his country. 
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These amulets were said to be hung on the branches of the 
kapok and the baobab trees in Yendi, and some were buried 
on Yendi-Bassari roads, Yendi-Demon road, Yendi­
Sansanne-Mangu road, Yendi-Salaga road, Karaga-Gambaga 
road, Safulugu-Diari road, Tamale-Daboya road, and Kum­
bungu-Yagaba road. Na Andao; died three years after the 
battle of Adibo. 

After the funeral custom ldi, the eldest son of Andao;, 
who was then Chief of Tugu, but was blind, wanted to be 
Chief of Safulugu; he therefore prevailed on the Elders to 
make Kukra Adjei, the insane Chief of Safulugu, king. 
During this time, Alasan, the Chief of Karaga, was the right­
ful heir to the Vendi stool. The Elders reluctantly did what 
was asked of them. Karaga did not agree and the country 
was in a state of war. At the same me, Bukare, the son of 
the deceased King Andani, was helping the Zabarmas, who 
were finally driven into Vendi by Captain (later Sir) Donald 
Stewart, and delied the authority oi the British in Gambaga; 
therefore an expedition was organized against them under 
Major Morris, accompanied by Moshi levies, who had been 
recently driven by the French from Wagadug,;. The 
insurgents were pursued into Karago, which was sacked by 
the Moshis who carried away with them young men and 
women and plenty of cattle. The news was brought to 
Alasan of Karaga, who then withdrew himself from the 
lighting for the Yendi stool and wenttointerview the English 
who were encamped in Gunayiri. ldi, who was now thinking 
of himself as paramount Chief of Safulugu, went with his 
Safulugus into San, where he kept up orgies and feasting for 

• • some tIme. • 
Dr. Rigler, the German Resident in Sansanne-Mangu, 

was informed of the disturbances in Yendi rellirive to the 
election of a king to the Stool. Although the Dagbamba 
country was a neutral zone at the time, Dr. Rigler elme down 
with his cavalry and foot-soldiers, and fell upon the Safulu-



WIDCH DEALS WITH MATl'ERS OF HISTORY 279 

gus in San, and ldi was killed. On his return from San he 
interviewed the Elders upon the question of electing a king. 
They all unanimously told him that Alasan of Karaga was 
the rightful heir. Alasan, therefore, was sent for to be made 
king. During the reign of Alasan there was nothing impor­
tant in native affairs, but in the early part of his reign the 
Germans settled in Yendi in 1900. 

He was still reigning when the Great War broke out, but 
died in January 1917. His ~on Abudulai succeeded him and 
reigns to this day . 

• • 

• 



INDEX 
Abe. the palm-tree, 44. 
Adites, founders of Dagbon, 231. 

2.3 8• 
Adultery, punishment of, zn; with 

the wives of the Kings of Vendi, 
2.75· 

Aeroplane, to visit God, 8. 
Aggrey-beads, value attached to, 

40 n.; revealed by mystic fire, 40; 
pounded into mess comainipg 
godling. 53; part of the regalia of 
Dagbon, 244. 

Akako, Nyamr:'s first wife, 36; the 
cursing of, 39. 

Aliri, insignia aftbe Kings ofYagbon, 
2.62; lost during raids of Samorl, 
2.62. 

An:ansl. increases Wulbari's army of 
slaves, 16; Captain of \\1ulbari's 
guard, ]6; greediness of, 18; ru.me 
changed from Anyankon. 2.0; as a 
weaver, 2.0; boastfulness of, 2.0; sees 
the gold and silver children, 2.8; is 
quick-tempered. 163; as hero of 
Stories, ptlJIim. 

Animals, abode of spirits. 6; souls of, 
6; need to appease, 72; propitiation 
of, by bunters, 104. 

Arbitration, by the King of the Mam­
pru~si. 263. 2.64. 2.65. 

Army. how the Dagomba army is 
constituted, 167_ 

Arrows, for special purposes, 7; poi-
soned with strophanthus, 72.. 

Ause-Ya, joined to Nyame. 18. 
Ash, protection against dwarfs, 96. 
Ashanti, influence of, 5. J4. 148; 

language of. spreading, 14; tradi· 
tional exodus from the North, 50; 
k.iUcd by magic-stick, 98; ascen­
dqlq of, .1J2; represented by 
snails, 2J.1; the legend of Zilimon 
concerning, 2, J; attacked by 
Jakpa. 26~ arCive in Yendi, .168; 
Dagbamba pay annual tax to, 268; 
tribute neglected, 272. 

Babies, burial place of, 89. 
Baboons, desuoy the 6.rst plantations 

of Anansi, 26; bow they acquired 
their tWs, 27; said to be men, 27; 
annoyed by mosquitos, 27. 

Bagale, founded by Na Nyagse, 250; 
resorted to by the souls of the 
Kings of Vendi. 2'2; burial place 
of Sitobo 25.1. 

Baobab, inhabited by dwarfs, 23, 25, 
79, 8o, 92; dwelling-place of giants, 
66; execution tree for adulterers, 
2.7'· 

Barisu-chli,description of, 61, 62, 63. 
Barisu-kuri, description of, 61, 62. 
Barrenness, aid of gods sought to 

avert, 61. 
Bassan, raided by ]akpa, 260. 
Beads, aggrey, 40, 5 J, 244; used in the 

making of a godling, Hi value of, 
2°9· 

Bed-mats, men buried in, 210; special 
grass used for, 210. 

Bees, protected by ghosts, 3'; in the 
sacred grove of Ta'ba, 67; foretell 
luck, Ill. 

Bells, Edubiaku makes use of, 44; 
rung at tbe Barisu-kuri sacrifice, 62. 

Bia, Nyame's favourite son, 48; 
receives the empty lands of the 
West, 50. 

Biegas, indecisive battle with ]akpa, 
2.j8; defeat of, 258. 

Birth, importance of the order of, 90; 
order derermincs luck, 90, 91. 

Biung, Kpogonumbo settles in, 24.1; 
invariably oldest settlement, 242n. 

Blacksmith, maker ofbul1ets, 7; deal­
ings with the stranger, 7; Adites 
were, 2.J8. 

Blindness. how it came to man, 21; 
caused by dwarfs, 8 I; rwins bring, 
87; of Kings ofYendi, 2.76. 

Bo, raided by ]akpa, 2.60. 
Bona, Chiefs of, \Tisit Gbungburi an­

nually, 2.56; captured by the Dag­
bamba. 2.~6. 

Brer-Rabbit, originally the Mricao 
bare, 137. IJ8. 

Bruku. son of Wulbari, SO; dwelling­
place of, S 1; extent of his worship, 
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Duiker, red-Banked, requires funeral 

custow, 122; importance of, l2.2., 

123; bc=lief concerning, 122. 

Dwarfs, general belief in, 77; associa­
tionwitb trees, rocks, and pools, 7S; 
haunted tree at Tamale, 7S; fond of 
throwing stones, 7S, SI.intercourse 
with incautious women, 80; vil­
lage of, inside a baobab, So; danc­
ing-places of, 8r; cause night­
mares, 81; cause sexual dreams, SI; 
description of. SI; cause blindness 
and sickness, SI; safeguards against 
their evil doings, 81; their gifts 'apt 
to disappear, 8,; like to place men 
in a dilemma, 8,; responsible for 
twins, 85; proof that twins are due 
to, 86, 87; responsible for ill­
shapen and noisy babies, 90; bring­
ers of illness, 92; fondness for 
cbncing, 92, 94, 9'; sacrifices made 
to, 93; meat taken by them, 93; 
make the night-breeze, 93; cause 
madness, 93, 94: live under water, 
?4; use of chillies, charcoal, and 
Iron against, 9'; spoil the brew of 
palm-wine and willet-beer, 95; 
like intoxicants, 95: often kind to 
bunters, 162. 163. 

Earth, thrown at corpse of python. 
72; swallows Na Gbewa, 247. 

Earth, Mother, closeness to N)"ame, 
18. 

Ecl.i~, an explanation, 22. 

Egg, becomes river, 2, 9. 
Elephants. excreta a medicine, l2.1; 

toothache of, 122; finding dead 
ODe, l2.2; requires funeral custom, 
122. 

Elephantiasis, caused by excreta of 
elephants, 121. 

Eleven, the story of Edubiaku, 4t>--7; 
the Queen of the Elephants, 101. 

Eun'IICbS. creation of. 248; appointed 
by Zirili, 248; principal, .2.67; in 
charge o£'tbe sons of the Nas. 
267~ punishment of, by Jimli, 268. 

Europeans, whr they kill 50 many 
:mimals, 7; do they Visit God? 8; 
half-belief in the divinity of, 233; 
termed Usb by the Dagombas. 276, 
277· 

Excreta, of lizards, 117, l2. I; of ele­
phants, 121; of birds, 121. 

Fairies, viek Dwarfs; belief in, 6. 
Fairy-tales. similarity of, 6. 
Faithlessness, of wife revealed, 110; 

vide Adultery. 
Famine, stories of, 30, 40, 58, 161, 

213. 234. 236. 
Fati Worukpe, negotiations with 

Jakpa, 2n; aids Jakpa, 258; treaty 
with Jakpa, 258. 

Fire, related to chameleon, 110; made 
by friction, 210. 

Fish, sacred f. not to touch the 
ground, 13; named P~r/~, 73; in a 
sacred stream, 73; result of accept­
ing a Nile perch's head, 74. 

Fly, prevents a werwolf resuming its 
proper form, 14. 

Fowl, sacrificed by Anansi, 17: 
Nyame's wife, 36; wby f. are usual 
sacrifice, 39: cursed by Nyame, 39; 
divination by, 63; in the sacred 
grove of Ta'ha, 67; sacrifice of, 67. 
69,70 ,7 1,73. 

Galbanga, tide of Na of ¥endi's first 
wife, 25j. 

Gbipe, Kings of Yagbon not to be 
buried at, 261; Jakpa buried at, 261. 

Gbun~buri, burial-place of Dari­
gudiembda, 256. 

Ghosts, tarry near theirfonner homes. 
33; of virgin boys and girls, 34; 
recognized in whirlwinds, 34. 
roads for the use of, 34: of animals, 
35: special houses for, 35. 2p; hate 
children robbing bees, 35; danger 
of meeting the g. of one's husband, 
104: City of, visited by Antiakoti, 
128: haunt Sitobo, 250; of the wife 
of Na Andani, 275; demands her 
arm, 276; cause the blindness of the 
Kings of Vendi, 276. 

Giants, belief in, 6: Death takes form 
of, 30 e/ .Itq.; often dwell in the 
larger trees, 66; form of frequently 
assumed by the gods, 66; possible 
explanation of, 74; are polygot, 75: 
of Wuroto. 99. 100; make magic 
knives, 186; arm-rings of, 237; 
e:uliestinhabitiLOt5 of Dagbon, 237. 
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Goat, steals life-restorer. 28; takes 

wrong messag~ 29. 30; Nyame's 
messenger, 49; deceit of, 49; not 
!\acrmccd to Tano. lO; hated by 
Konkom, '9; to be bought for 
twins, 87. 89; owned by twins 
immune from attacks by bYCD2S, 
89· 

God, ddt Nyame. Wulbari,and Wuni; 
lives near Man, 8; similar in ap­
pearance to Man, 8; sons of, 48 tl 
"q. 

Gold, how some men acquire it and 
not otbers, 39; revealed by mist, 
40 • 

Grass. burning of, 67; for firemaking, 
210; for bed-mats, 210. 

Gunayiri. one of the oldest towns of 
Dagbon.2;8. 

Gundogo, women chiefs of, 248; 
meaning of, 248. 

Hair, magic in, p. 100 tl uq.; hiding 
place for medicine, 32. 103; shav­
ing of, 104. 

H21o, round sun, 23. 
Hatttbeeste. tails of, used in rain­

making, 119; said to bite hunten, 
122. 

Hierarchy, in Siari, , ... 
Hole, as a trap, 43. 129. 246. 
Honey, guarded by ghosts, 3l. 
Huntc:rs. (0 use special bullets, 7; 

founding of villiagu by. 97. 232; 
magic powers of, 99; respect for, 
99; undersWld ian,ll'Uage of birds 
and animals, 99. 108; prefer to 
speciaHv- in their huntinEt, 107; not 
to ha~e sexu21 intercounc, 109; 
chameleon unlucky for, 110; wife's 
adultery caUSC$ death, 110; power 
of rain*ma.lcing, 118: nugic of, to 
stop flight of anima15. 121; not to 
destroy wasp-nests, 174, 

JUne,s, brought by dwarfs, 92. 
]n~t, case of, tn. 
Intoxicants,loved by dwarfs, 95. 
intoxication, eOAble. Kpol{onumbo 

to seize the chiefship, .loB, 2+4. 
Invilib~lity. power of hunten to 

acqwre, 99, t05· 
Iron, for bullets anJ IllTOllIo'. 7; pro--

tcelS against dwarfs, h, 95: made 
by the earliest Dagombas, .138. 

Jakp:a, seizes Tampruma. 256; settles 
in the Wala countty, .1 5 7; alttIandin­
go prince, .1 5 7; prophecy corurm· 
ing, 2n; negotiates witbFati Wor· 
ukpe, .1 5 7-9; encounters the Biegu. 
258; aglccmeot with Faa Worukpe. 
258; chOOKS Nranga. as capiW. 
259; attacks the Tampruma.s, .159; 
conquers tbt: \\"estemSoudan, 259: 
sends to tab Kawsaw, 260; sub­
mission af 'Kahba to, .160; makes 
Salga.ga a cm:ue of trade, .160; 
invades the country of the Kon­
kombls. ,;,:60; n.ids Tashi, .160; 
nidi Ba. zoo; raids the Sassan, 
.160; tt:«rucs the Konkombas, 
.161 : decides to llmck the Ashanti, 
.161 , wounded by theAsbanti, 26t; 
dea 0£, .161; burial at Gbipc:, 261; 
rule ot.uccession to. 261. 

J imli. mhcted with raws, 267; ne­
f:=bJ by the eunuchs, .167; ma~ 

. by ~ old women, .168; 
punishes the eunuchs, .168. 

Kac.biogo, daughter of Na Gbewa, 
.2.45; succeeds her fatbb-, 248; 
resigns the chitIship, 148; given 
Gundogo, .148. 

Kafaba, submits to Jakpa. 260. 
Kllraga, founding of, .152. 
Mwsaw, captured by Jakpa's son, 

,60. 
Kedjebi, pushed aside by Dena; J6. 
Ketc, muket of, 10. 
Kola, trade in. at Kafaba. .160: trade 

removed to Salaga, .160. 
Kondon, giant founders of Dagbon, 

2H· 
.Konkom, mil Dente; li~ed at Dak, 

51: tt:luctancc. to be seen, n;',.;t.po­
sure of, n; terrible aspect of, n; 
swears revenge, S7. ,8; acquires 
the name of Dente, ,I; takes up his 

abode in Krachi'l!.:' revenge, 
58; IUt of tabooo by K. to 
the people «Da ... 59; IUs further 
n::vcngc. '9.60; demands a hUmiD 

sacriticc. 60. 
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Konkomba, I.'iib Kpamkpamba; 

crocodile saves those of Palba, 232; 
pots collected by K. women, 2H; 
subdued by Bogoye1go. 2p .. 

Kpamkpamba, attacked by ]akpa, 
260; settled by Jakpa near Sabga. 
261. 

Kpembi. law of the succession of 
chiefs of, 262. 

Kpiogo, battle of, 269_ 
Kpogonumbo. Na Nyagse great­

grandson of, 239; birth of, 241; 
loathsome appearance of, 241; sent 
for by the king of Malle, 242; belps 
the people of Malle, 242; routs the 
enemy. 242; migrates to the West, 
242; resides in Biung, 243; meets 
Suhusabga. 243: marries. 24;: son 
born to, 243; decides to make him­
self chief, 243; slaying of the Tin­
dan-na, 244; seizes the tincbnaship. 
244.24'; father ofNa Gbewa. 245; 
no account of his death, 2.4 S. 

Krachi, unhealthiness of, s; rapids of, 
11; centre of salt-trade, 11; noma­
dic tendency of, 232. 

Kufogo. murder of. 246. 
Kulparga, J/irk Dwarfs. 
Kumpati. wages war against the 

Dagbamba. 266; killed at San, 267: 
body mutilated, 267. 

Libation, during the sacrifice of 
Barisu-lruri. 62., 6,. 

Lightning, caused by Wuni's ram, 
23; connected with a lizard, 117; 
Su, tbeGod of, 117. 

Lizards, said to bring luck. 116; how 
they 6ght. 116; believed to tum 
into snakes, 116; connected with 
fire, 116, 117; related to lightning, 
117; plague of, 117; defies the God 
Saa, 117. 

Loat'lsomcncss, of the god Konkom, 
~; attributed to the appearance of 
the powerful, 65; tree-spirits often 
show, 6~of Kpogonumbo, 241. 

Luck, foretold by the moon, 2.3; why 
some men hne 1. and others do 
nor, '9; foretold by sneezing, 90, 
91; foretold by stubbing the foot. 
91; tortoise brings bad, 110; 
chamdeon unlucky, IIO~ foretold 

by bees, III; brought by lizards, 
116; brought by bird dung falling 
on one, I2. J; bad l. to find a dead 
elephant. 122; vulture's dung 
brings bad, 12.2.; only given to 
some, 220. 

Lycanthropy, belief in, I,. 
Lying, stopped by sneezing, 90; 

praise of, 131. 

Makokwai, youth of, possessed, H, 
~ 5; disappearance of youth at, 5 ,. 

Malle, lake of, 239; old woman of, 
2'9; near the dwelling-place of 
Tohajiye, 2'9, 241; invitation to 
visit, sent to Tohajiye. 2.40; second 
invitation, 241; wars of, 241; King 
of, sends for Kpogonumbo, 242; 
assisted by Kpogonumbo, 2.42, 

,Mamprussi, foundation of the king­
dom, 249; chief of, arbitrates at the 
election of a King of Dagbon, 
263. 

~1arrjage, social status increased by, 
22. I. 

~layoro, mole-cricket helps the 
founder of, 232. 

~.fen, separate towns for, 2,0, 231. 
~1enstruation, bated by animals and 

the spirits of the bush, 110. 

Metamorphosis, vide Werwolves; 
dwarfs able to change themselves, 
80, 83, 86; power of hunters to 
practice, 99, 100, 105; animals into 
men, 102,105; women intO hyenas, 
2.13; man into hawk, 124; hyena 
intO either man or woman, 2.14. 

Mille, MaUam's blood rums to, 27'. 
Mmoatia, "ilk Dwarfs. 
Mohammedans, vide Fati Worukpe; 

apparent enmity to other men, 196, 
197. 211; use tat-skins for book­
coyers, 2.06; their 'version of the 
history of Dagbon, 237; Chiefs of 
Yendi both M. and pagan, 266; 
milk instead of blood from a Mal­
lam, 215; make charms, 278. 

Mole-ccicket, assists the founder of 
Mayoro, 232. 

Moon. difficulty in understanding its 
universality, 9; meaning of the 
markings, 10j fetched by Anansi 
for \~·ulbari. 2.1; 3 female, 21; f?ith-
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Rottmann cited, 57. 
Rulers. of different stock to their 

subjects, 10. 

Saa, god of thunder and rain, 117; 
defied by lizard, 118. 

Sacred Grove, at Ta'ba, 67; fane of 
the earth-god. 67. 

Sacred Name, possibly at Odumase, 
68. 

Sacred Stream, fishing in, 13; sacrifice 
to, 73; meandering of, 73; in Moshi 
country. 73; in the country of the 
Builsa. 74. 

Sacri6cc. description of, to avert 
barrenness, 61. 62, 63; to python, 
70, 71. 

Sacrifice. human, demanded by Ken­
korn. 60; hoy sacrificed at Date. 
60; burying alive, 60; breaking the 
neck, 64; to a river-spirit, 187; by 
parents, 218. 

Sacrifica1 stone, 73. 8,. 
Salaga. market of. to; ruin of, la, II; 

origioaUy a Nanumba village, 260; 
town for aliens, 260; establishment 
of kola trade, 260. 

Salt, in Salaga, 10; importance of s. 
trade, 11; in Krachi, ll; made at 
Daboya, 259; bow it is made, 260. 

Samori, raids by, 262. 
San, battle of, 2.66. 
Saturnalia, a sort of, 67. 68. 
Savelugu, why the chieftainship 18 

called Yom, 2.~O. 
Scattering of pieces, propagation 

througb, 109, tB, 170, ISO, 2.,6. 
Scorpions, connected with snakes, 

114· 
Seeds, Nyame gives the first seeds to 

Edubaiku,45· 
Sexual Intercourse, forbidden to hun~ 

te.rs, 1°9: effect on soake-bite, t I,: 
forbidden wben arrows are being 
J>Qi:!oned, 119; forbidden when 
soap being made, t 2.0. 

Shame, feat~f, lj6. In. 16x. 
Sheep, through dawdling brings 

Death to h-ian, 2.S, 29. 
Siari, dwcll.ing-placc of Bruku, j 1 ; 

cosmopolitan aspect of, j 2. 

Shabo, son of Na Gbewa, 24 j; 6.ghts 
with his brother, 249; reaches 

Gambaga, 249; robs an old woman, 
249; murders her and is haunted by 
her, 249; frustrated by magic, 249; 
leaves for Bagale, 2 j 1; makes his 
son Na Nyagse chief, 2.51; dies at 
Bagale, 252. 

Snails, to represent the Ashanti, 233. 
Snakes, skin of. makes the sky, &c., 

2G; tree-spirits often assume form 
of, 70; worship of, 70; sacred one 
at Tampiong, 70; python said to 
be deaf, 70; sacrifice to, 70; bring 
rain, 70; sacred ones at Krachi, 71; 
lore concerning, III e/ uq.; bow 
to tell a real one from a witch, 112; 

what to do when bitten, 1 t 2.; 
witches change into, t 1 J, 1 t 2; re­
luctance to mention name of. 113; 
connexion with pigs and scor­
pions, 114; said to come from 
lizards, II6: as river spirit, 141. 

187, 2°3· 
Snake-bite, antidotes for, 112. 

Sneezing, indicates that truth is about 
to be told, 90; foretells luck or the 
reverse, 90, 91. 

Soap, the making of, 120. 
Song, battle of the songs between 
Tano and Death, 66. 

Souls, travel far, 33; go to Gambaga, 
33; go to Salaga, 33; of the 
Kings ofYendi go to BagaIe, 2p. 

Spiritual existence. cootemporaaeous 
with one's worldly life, 62.. 

Spittle. used to avert evil, 72; value 
of, 100; used by hunters, 12.1; 

danger of, 207. 
Ssabu, the mountain stream, jl, ~6. 
Staff, the magic, of Fati Worukpe, 

25 8. 
Stars, children of the Sun and Moon, 

2L 

Stick, magic pointing of. 98; magic. 
prevents rain from falling. t 19; 
magic, of Fati Worukpe. 2)S. 

Stepmother, unkindness of. 227. 
StOnes, able to speak, 38. 39. 
Storms, caused by the children of the 

sun and moon. 2.2. 
Story of the Man~Buffalo and the 

bullet, 7-S, 
of the Clerk and the Hyen.a-Wo­

man, 13-14. 
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Story of how an Old MAn excelled by the pumpkin vine; 140, 14 I ; 

second visit to Malle, 141; defeats 
the enemies of Malle, 241; marries, 
241 ; son born to, 241 ; dies, 241. 

his Son, 216-17. 
of the Magic Tall, .217-220. 

why Luck does not come to all, 
220-2. 

of Big and Little Dramanu, 221.-7. 
of the Punishment of a bad Step­

mother, 227"""'9. 
bow Krachi gm its name, .2 30. 
how Men and \\"T omen came to­

gether, 23 I. 
of the Tar-Baby, 2H-6. 
of the History of Dagbon. 2-37-79-

Strophanthus, told for what purpose 
it is wanted, 72~ use of, by tbeKon­
komba,7.2· 

Submission, presentation of food a 
sign of, 260. 

Sun, bow Anansi fetched it, 21; halo 
of, is Wuni's market, 23. 

Sunson, founding of, .2S2. 

Swamp, spirits of, 71. 

Ta'ha., sacred grOYC of, 67. 
Tail, magic in, 102j associate;d with 

rain, 119; magic cow's, 203; full 
of Ill2gic, 218. 

Tamale, sacm:l. grove near, 67; haunted 
tree at, 78. 

Tampiong, sacred 8cove at, 70. 
Tamptuma. Nagalogo wages war 

against, 2. S s; country devastated, 
25S; seized by Jakpa, 256; under 
Da~bambadominion. 2S6; attacked 
by Jakpa, 2)9· 

Tano, Ion of Nyame, 4~; disguises 
himself, 49; deceives his father, 49; 
receives the richer portion, 49; 
changes into an antelope. 66; 
fights with Death, 66; makes an 
agreement '\\o·ith Death, 66. 

Tar-Baby, 233 d $Iq. 
Tashi, nided by lakpa, 260. 
Thunder, caused by Wuni's ram, 23. 
Tia1'i6mya, the giants, 2H. 
Toads, connected with snakes, 114. 

Tobago, "':)q,p of Na Gbewa, 245; 
magic of, 249; founds the king­
dom of the :o.!amprussi, 249. 

Tobajiye, the Red·Hunter, 239. %.40; 
lives in a cave. 139; visits l\!:alle, 
%.39; slays the wild-bull, .140; re­
tums home, %.40; home betrayed 

Towns. separate for men and women, 
23°,23 1 • 

Tortoise, brings ill-luck, ItO; im­
portance of, 122. 

Toucan, slayer of men, 27. 
Trees. souls of, 6; spirits live in, 6; 

baobab, 13, 15. 66, 79. 80, 92. 175; 
felling the shade t. at Date, 59; 
abode of evil spirits, 66, 67; offer­
ings to, 68; complete destruction 
of, 68; inhabited by souls of the 
departed, 69; sacrifice to, 69; 
superstition about mango, 69. 
planting of, 69; propitiation of the 
souls of, 72; chosen by dwarfs, 78, 
92; planting of a silk-cotton, 186; 
obeying a song, 218; execution­
place. 275. 

Triplets, born to a woman at Kpabia, 
8). 

Turtles, 232. 
Twi-speakers. the Chakosi, 3. 
Twi, spreading as a language. 14. 
Twins, second-born considered the 

elder. 37. 88; due to the machina­
tions of dwarfs, 85; retain till pu­
berry the magic of their dwarf 
parent, 86; case of the t. born at 
Kumbungu, 86; requests by t. not 
to be denied, 87; both to be treated 
alike, 88; in Dagomba have special 
names, 88; ownenhipof, 88; to be 
shown to the townspeople, 88.89: 
goats to be bought for, 89; burial­
place of, 89; slain by certain tribes, 
90; night-riding by, 90. 

Tying, the rain. lI8; one's feet to 
ensure victory, 277. 

UnclMIQliness, associated with rain­
stOpping, lI8, II9. 

Via, the sacred crocodile of, 132-

W~i, game of, 38; Antiakoti changes 
1Dto a w. stone, 130. 

Wasope. Jakpa's son Chief of, 259; 
Chief of, resides at Daboya, %.59; 
Chief of, defeated by the Dagbam­
ba, 169_ 
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THE INSTITUTE 
T HE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF AFRICAN LANGUAGES AND 

CULTURES was formally constituted in June 19z6. Thirty­
four associations in ten different countries, including the 
Protestant and Roman Catholic missions, are represented on 
the Governing Body. The administration is in the hands of 
an Executive Council with an international membership under 
the chairmanship of the Rt. Hon. Lord Lugard. The Execu­
tive Council has met in Berlin, Brussels, London, Paris, and 
Rome, and on each occasion has been officially entertained by 
the Government concerned. The Institute has a twofold 
aim-to advance the cause of scientific research by co-ordinat­
ing the experience and knowledge of workers in various 
countries, and to bring scientific knowledge and practical 
affairs into closer association. In other words the Institute 
exists to serve equally the interests of scientists, scholars, 
administrators, educators, health and welfare workers, and 
traders. It has already become a clearing-house for students 
of African affairs. By its constitution the Institute is non­
political and is precluded from concerning itself with matters 
of policy or administration. 

The work is in the charge of two Directors, of whom one, 
Professor Henri Labouret, Paris, undertakes the anthropo­
logical and ethnological work; the other, Professor Diedrich 
Westermann, Berlin, deals with linguistic and allied questions. 
At the request of the respective governments he has visited 
the Gold Coast Colony, the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, Nigeria, 
Sierra Leone, Kenya) and Uganda to advise on linguistic 
problems. 

The aims of the Institute are furthered not only by field­
work but also by means of publications. A quarterly J ourna! 
Afrita, under the editorship of Professor Westeanann, has 
been established (see below). A series of studies of Mrican 
life'and institutions will be published in English, French, and 
Gern. "n. A list of authors who have already promised to 
collabonte appears on a subsequent page. 

Membership of the Institute is steadily increasing. The fee 
for me~bership is £ I per annum) or its equivalent in other 
currenCles. Form./ of application together with /lIf'ther in/ormation 
(an be obtained from THE SECRETARY, zz CRAVEN STREET, 

LONDON, w.e. 2. 



P UBLI CA TID N S issued under the auspices of the 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 

AFRICAN LANGUAGES & CULTURES 
(Apri"9l l ) 

CHAKA. An Historical Romance by THOMAS MOFOLO. 
Translated from the original Sesuto by F. H. Dllf/on and 
W. R. MOille, with an introduction by Sir Henry Newholt. 
Pp. xvi + 200. 7s. 6d. net. 

NUER CUSTOMS AND FOLKLORE By RAY HUFFMAN, 
with a preface by Diedrkh Westerman", Professor of Mrican 
Languages at the University of Berlin. Pp. viii + 107, with 
8 illustrations. 8s. 6d. net. 

THE BA VENDA. By H. A. and E. STAn", with an introduc­
rion by Mrs. A. W. HDtNlII, Lecturer in Social Anthropo­
logy at the University of the Witwatersrand. pp. xvi + 400, 
with 48 illustrations and a map. 30.!. net. 

TALES TOLD IN TOGOLAND. By A. W. CARDINALL, 

author of 'Natives of the Northern Territories of the Gold 
Coast', 'A Gold Coast Library', 'In Asband and Beyond'. 
With a preface by T. A. Joy" and a chapter on THE MYTHI­

CAL AND TRADITIONAL HISTORY OF DAGOMBA by E. F. 
Tamale/D'. pp. viii + 279. 161. net. 

In tbe PreJs 
ECONOMICS IN PRIMITIVE SOGETY. By RICHARD 

THURNWALD, Professor of Ethnology, Psychology, u!d 
Sociology at the University of Berlin. 2 jI. net. 

• 

Members of Ihe Inslitute, on making applieation to the Seenlary, 
accompanied '" a "mi/lance, "'ill be sllpplied D'ilh lhes. Pllb­
lieations 01 a discounl of l2i% off the published Price,posl fnt. 



STUDIES OF AFRICAN LIFE AND 
INSTITUTIONS 

ASERIES of studies of Mrican life and institutions is 10 
preparation. The introductory volume by tbe Rev. 

E. W. Smitb, autbor (witb the late A. M. Dale) of 'The I1a­
Speaking Peoples of Nortbern Rhodesia', will illustrate tbe 
way in which social antbropology can be applied to tbe prob­
lems of Mrica. 

The following subjects among otbers will be dealt with in 
the series: ' 

ENGLISH 
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS IN WESTERN TANGANYIKA: 

Paltr F. R. BiiJch (White Fathers' Mission). 
RELIGIOUS l.IFE OF THE SOUTHERN BANTU: W. PiI"," 

(professor of Anthropology at the University of Stellenbosch). 
INITIATION CEREMONIES IN SOUTHAFRlCA: MrJ.A. W.RMrnli 

(Lecturer in Social Anthropology at the University of the Witwaters­
nnd). 

HAUSA LAW: Am/h: Kmnttl (Nigerian Government Service). 
POLITICAL ORGANIZATION OF THE BASUTO: G. P. LtJlrod, 

(Lecturer in Sesuto at the University of Pretoria). 
THE AFRICAN LABOURER: G. Ordt Bro'IlJne (provincial Commis­

sioner in Tanganyika Territory). 
LAND_TENURE IN SOUTH AFRICA: I. Schapera (Lecturer at Cape­

town University). 
THE FAMILY AMONG BANTU PEOPLES: E. Tordoy (Au tho, of 

'Mrican Races'). 
BANTU AFRICAN LITERATURE: A. Wer"er (Emeritus Professor 

of Swahili and the Bantu Languages in the University of London). 

FRENCH 
LAND TENURE IN \"(fEST AFRICA: Hmri LAbo",.tl (professor at the 

.£cole des Langues Orientales Vivantes and the Ecole Coloniale in 
Paris). 

A SUDANESE CITY: Chorlu A!onttil (late Administrateur des Colonies 
.attd Author of ',Monograpbie Djenne'). 

GERMAN 
PRINCIPLES OF AFRICAN NATIVE LAW: L. Adam (Editor of 

'Zeilscbru[ fur Vergleichende Rechtswisse.nschaft'). 
AFRICAN MYTHOLOGY; H. BAUMANN (of the Staatliches Museum 

fur Volkerkunde, Berlin). 
CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH AMONG THE EWE PEOPLE: 

P. Wi~griJ~ (Norddcutsche Mission, Bremen). 



AFRICA 
THE QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF THE INSTITUTE 

T HE lirst number of the quarterly Journal Africa under the 
editorship of Professor Westermann appeared in January 

'9.8. It is published for the Institute by the Oxford University 
Press. Each number contains from 128 to 144 pages. The 
principal object of the Journal is to study every aspect of 
Mrican native life in the light of the changes taking place 
under European influence. The subjeas dealt with include 
pure anthropology, applied anthropology, educational prob­
lems, linguistic problems, folklore, and vernacular texts. In 
the review section notable books on Mrican matters are dis­
cussed. Under Notes and News reporo are given of important 
developments in the study of Mrican languages and cultures, 
facilities existing for study, particulars of scientificexpedicions, 
and similar information. A select hbliography of books on 
Mrica and articles in periodicals was x;un in Volume il, 1919. 
A section on vernacular literature has smce been added which 
supplies information Dot included in any other existing journal. 

Africa can be ordered from the publishers, the offices of the 
Institute, or through any bookseller, The annual subscriptioo, 
to begin with any number, is £1 u., post free; single .copies 
61. net. Bound copies of Volumes I, II, and ill are available, 
price 301. net each. THE JOURNAL IS SEN"T GR.ATIS TO ALL 

MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUTE • 
• • I I , 

MEMORANDA 
PUBLISHED BY THE INSTITUTE 

I N connexion with the J our02l the following memoranda 
bave been published, including reprints of articles for which 

there has been a special demand: 
I. A PRACTICAL ORTUOGRAPI-IY OP AFRICAN LANGUAGES: Revised Ediion. 

lr. net. .. 
2. THB rNTERNATIONAL INSTLTUTEOP AFRICAN LANCUAGES AND CULT" .tEs.· 

By the Rt. Hon. LmJ LMt,arti. 6#. net. 
3. TEXTBOOKS POR AFRICAN SCHOOLS.· 611. net. 
4. APIUCAN NBGRO MUSIC.- By E . . t\!. ''0'' HurnlKultl. 1.1.64. net. 
,. THE DIVISION Oil WOR" ACCOIlDLNG TO SE..,( IN APJUCAN HOB CUL'ItlItB.· 

By H. &lI7IIlIM. IS. 611. net. 
6. TUB TONES Of 58CUUANA NOUNS. By Professor Dam,1 ](lntI. u. 64. net. 
7. THB SPELLING OF TRANSVAAl. SBSUTO. By A. N. Twiur. Jr. 6i. ncL 

• Reprint. 


