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a bundle of corn or elephants teeth upoti
each of their heads. In their way from the
mountains,, they travel through' very great
woods, where they cannot for fome days get
water; fo they carry in {kin bags enough to
fupport them for a time. I cannot;” adds

Moor, < be eertain of the number of merchants
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who follow this trade, but there may, per-
haps, be about an hundred, who go up into
the inland country, with the goods which
they buy from the white men, and with them
purchafe, in various countries, gold, flaves,
and elephants teeth. Befides the flaves, which
the merchants bring down, there are many
bought along the river: thefc are either
taken in war, as the former are, or men con-
demned for crimes; o elfe peaple ftolen, which
is wvery frequent.—Since the flave-trade has
been ufed, all punifhments are changed into
flavery ; there being an advantage on fuch
condemnation, they frain for crimes very hard,
in order to get the benefit of felling the criminal.”
John Barbot, the French factor, in his ac-

count of the manner by which the flaves are
procured, fays, ¢ * The Slaves fold by the Ne-
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groes, are for the moft part prifoners of war,
or taken in the incurfions they make in their
enemies territories; others are ftolen away
by their neighbours, when found abroad on
the road, or in the woods; or elfe in the corn
fields, atthe time of the year when their pa-
rents keep them there all the day to fcare

* John Barbot, page 47. 2
« away
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« away the devouring fmall birds.” Speaking
of the tranfaétions on that part of Guinea called
the Slave Coaft, where the Europeans have the
“moft falories, and from whence they bring
away much the greateft number of flaves, the
fame author, and alfo Bofman, + fays, ¢ The
¢ inhabitants of Coto do much mifchief, in
¢ ftealing thofe flaves they fell to the Euro-
¢« peans, from the upland country.—That the
¢ inhabitants of Popo excel the former ; being
¢ endowed with a much larger fhare of cou-
« rage, they rob more fuccefsfully, by which
« means they increafe their riches and trade.”
The author particularly remarks, < That they
¢ are encouraged in this pratiice by the Europeans ;
¢« fometimes it happens, according to the fuc-
¢ cefs of their inland excurfions, that they are
« able to furnifth two hundred flaves or more,
“in a few days.” And he fays, «“ § The
¢ blacks of Fida, or Whidah, are fo expedi-
« tious in trading for (laves, that they can de-
¢ liver a thoufand every month.”— If there
« happens to be no ftock of flaves there, the
¢ factor mult truft the blacks with his goods,
¢ 1o the value of one hundred and fifty, or two
hundred pounds; which goods they carry up
into the inland country, to buy flaves at all
« markets |, for above fix huadred miles up

 the

“"
“«

+ Bofman, page 310,

1 Barbot, page 316.

Il When the great income which arifes to the Negroe
Kings on the Slave Coaft, from the flaves brought through
their feveral governments, to be fhipped on board the Eu-

ropean
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¢ the country, where they are kept like cattle
<« in Europe; the flaves fold there being gene-
rally prifoners of war, taken from their ene=
< mies like other booty, and perhaps fome few
<« {old by their own countrymen, in extreme
< want, or upon a famine, as alfo fome as a
<« punifhment of heinous crimes.”  So far Bar-
bot’s account; that given by William Bofiman
is as follows: ¢ * When the flaves which are
« brought from the inland countries come to
<« Whidah, they are put in prifon together;
<« when we treat concerning buying them, they
< are all brought out together in a large plain,
« where, by our furgeons, they are thoroughly
« examined, and that naked, both men and
¢« women, without the leaft diftinc¢tion or mo-
¢ defty.t Thofe which are approved as good,

¢ are

&<

o

ropean veflels, is confidered, we have no caufe to wonder
that they give {o great a countenance to that trade: Wil-
liam Bofman fays, page 337, ° That cach [hip which comes
¢ to Whidab to trade, reckoning one with anather, either by
€< toll, trade, or cuffom, pays about four bundred pounds, and
“< [fometimes fifly. [bips come bither in a year.”” Barbot cons
firms the fame, and adds, page 350, ‘ That in the neigh-
¢ bouring kingdom of Ardah, the duty to the King is the walue
€ of fewenty or eighty flaves for vach trading [bip.>> Which
is near half as much more as at Whidah ; nor can the Eu-
ropeans, concerned in the trade, with any degree of pro-
priety, blame the African Kings for countenancing it,
while they continue to fend veflels, on purpofe to take in
the flaves which are thus ftolen, and that they are permit-
ted, under the fan&ion of national laws, to fell them to

the colonies.

* Bofman, page 340.

+ Note, fiom the above account of the indecent and
fhocking manner in which the unhappy Negroes are treated,
it



[ 91

t are fer on one fide; in the mean while a
« burning iron, with the arms or name of the
« company, lies in the fire, with which ours’
« are marked on the breaft. When we have
« agreed with the owners of the flaves, they
«are returned to their prifons, where, from
« that time forward, *they are kept at our
¢« charge, and coft us two pence a day each
¢ flave, which ferves to fublfift them like eri-
“ minals on bread and water; fo that to fave
¢ charges, we fend them on board our fhips

¢ the

it is reafonable for perfons unacquainted with thefe people,
to conclude them to be void of that natural modefty, fo be-
coming a reafonable creature ; but thofe who have had in-
tercourfe with the Blacks in thefe northern colonies, know
that this would be a wrong conclufion, for they are indeed
as fufceptible of modefty and (hame as other people. It is
the unparalleled brutality, to which the Europeans have,
by long cultom, been inured, which urgeth them, without
bru!hing, to aét fo thameful a part. Such ufage is certainly

rievous to the poor Negroes, particularly the women ;
gnt they are flaves, and muft fabmit to this, or any other
abufe tKa: is offered them by their cruel tafk-mafters, or
expeét to be inhumanly tormented into acquiefcence. That
the Blacks are unaccultomed to {uch brutality, appears from
an_inftance mentioned in Aftley’s Collection, vol. 2. page
20k, iz, “* At an audience which Caffencuve had o?lhc
«« King of Congo, where he was ufed with a great deal of
¢ civility by the Blacks, fome flaves were delivered to
« him. The King obferving Caffencuve (according to the
“* cuftom of the '.umpcansg to handle the limbs of the
¢ flaves, burft out a laughing, as did the great men about
* him: the factor afking the interpreter the occafion of
¢ their mirth, was told it proceeded from his fo nicely
“ examining the flaves, Neverthelefs, rbe King awar fo
“ gfbamed of it, that be defived him, for decency’s Jake, to do
it ima mere private manner.”
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the very firft opportunity; before which,
their mafters ftrip them of all they have on
their backs, fo that they come on board ftark
naked, as well women as men. In which
condition they are obliged to continue, if
the mafter of the thip is not fo charitable
(which he commonly is) as to beftow fome-
thing on them to cover their nakednefs. Six
or feven hundred are fometimes put on board
a veflel, where they lie as clofe together as
it is poflible for them to be crouded.”

CHA P.
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EXTRACTS of feveral Journals of Voyages
to the coaflt of Guinea for flaves, whereby
the extreme inhumanity of that traffic is de-
fcribed. Melancholy account of a fhip blown
up on that coaft, with a great number of
Negroes on board. Inflances of fhocking bar-
barity perpetrated by malters of veflels to-
wards their flaves. JInquiry why thefe {can-
dalous infringements, both of divine and
human laws, are overlooked by the governs
ment.

HE mifery and bloodfhed attendant on

the (lave-trade, are fet forth by the fol-
lowing extracts of two voyages to the coalt of
Guinea for flaves, The firft is in a velfel from
Liverpool, taken werbatim from the original
manufcripe of the Surgeon’s Journal, 2iz.

‘¢ Seftro, December the 2gth, 1724. No trade
¢ to-day, though many traders came on board ;
*¢ they informed us, that the people are gone
< to war within land, and will bring prifoners
« enough in two or three days, in hopes of
< which we ftay.”

The joth. ¢ No trade yet, but our traders
¢ came on board to-day, and informed us the
“ people had burnt four towns of their ene-
“ mies, fo that to-morrow we expect flaves off':
« another large fhip is come in. Yefterday
¢ came in a large Londoner.”

The 31ft, ¢¢ Fair weather, but no.trade yet;

Ha ®* we
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we fee each night towns burning, but we
hear the Seftro men are many of them killed
by the inland Negroes, fo that we fear this
war will be unfuccefsful.”

The 2d of January. ¢ Laft night we faw
a prodigious fire break out about eleven
o’clock, and this morning fee the town of
Seftro burnt down to the ground; (it con-
tained fome hundreds of houfes) fo that we
find their enemies are too hard for them at
prefent, and confequently our trade {poiled
here ; therefore, about feven o’clock, we
weighed anchor, as did likewife the three
other veflels, to proceed lower down.”

The fecond relation, alfo taken from the ori-

ginal manufcript Journal of a perfon of credit,
who went furgeon on the fame trade, in a vefiel
from New York, about twenty years paft, is as
follows; wiz. ¢ Being on the coaft, the Com-
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mander of the veffel, according to cuftom,,
fent a perfon on fhore with a prefent to the
King, acquainting him with his arrival, and
letting him know, they wanted a cargo of
flaves. The King promifed to furnifh them
with the flaves; and, in order to do it, fet
out to go to war againft his enemies; deflign-
ing to furprife fome town, and take all the
people prifoners. Some time after, the King.
fent them word, he had not yet met with the
defired fuccefs; having been twice repulfed,,
in attempting to break up two towns, but
that he ftill hoped to procure a number of
flaves for them; and in this defign he per-
fifted, till he met his enemies in the field,
where & battle was fought, which lafted three

<« days,
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# days, during which time the engagément was
¢ {fo bloody, that four thoufand five hundred
«< men were {lain on the fpot.”” The perfon
who wrote the account, beheld the bodies, as
they lay on the field of battle. ¢ Think,” fays
he in his Journal,  what a pitiable fight it was,
“ to fee the widows weeping over their loft
¢ hufbands, orphans deploring the lofs of their
< fathers, &¢c.&7¢.” In the 6th vol. of Churchill’s
Colleétion of Voyages, page 219, we have the
relation of a voyage performed by Captain
Philips, in a fhip of 450 tons, along the coaft
of Guinea, for elephants teeth, gold, and Ne-
ﬁroc flaves, intended for Barbadoes; in which
¢ fays, that they took ¢ feven hundred flaves
“c on board, the men being all put into irons
“¢ two by two, fhackled together to prevent
¢ their mutinying or fwimming afhore. That
‘¢ the Negroes are {o loth to leave their own
*¢ country, that they often leap out of the canoe,
“¢ boat, or fhip, into the fea, and keep under
“¢ water till they are drowned, to avoid being
¢ taken up, and faved by the boats which purfue
¢ them."—They had about twelve Negroes who
willingly drowned themfelves; others ftarved
themfelves to death,—Philips was advifed to cut
off the legs and arms of fome to terrffy the reft,
(as other Captains had done) but this he refufed
to do. From the timeof his taking the Negroes on
board, to his arrival at Barbadoes, no lefs than
three hundred and twenty died of various difeafes.*
By Reader,

* The following relation is inferted at the requeit of the
. aathor.

That I may contribute all in my power towards the goodf

o
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Reader, brmg the matter home to thy own
heart, and confider whether any fituation can
) L5

of mankind, by infpiring any individuals with a fuitable ab-
horence of that deteftable pratice of trading in our fellow-
creatures, and in fome meafure atone for my negleét of duty
asa Chriftian, in engaging in that wicked traffic, I offer to
their ferious confideration fome few occurrences, of which [
was an eye-witnefs ; thatbeing ftruck with the wretched and.
affe@ting fcene, they may fofter that humane principle, which
is the noble and difinterefted chara&eriftic of man, and im-
prove it to the benefit of their children’s children.

About the year 1749, I failed from Liverpool to the coaft
of Guinea. Some time after our arrival, I was ordered to
20 up the country a confiderable diftance, upon having no-
tice from one of the Negroe Kings, that he had a parcel of
ilaves to difpofe of. I received my inftruétions, and went,
carrying with me an account of f{uch goods as we had on
board, to exchange for the flaves we intended to purchafe.
Upon being introduced, I prefented him with a {fmall cafe
of Englifh {pirits, a gun, and fome trifles ; which having ac-
cepted, and having underftood by an interpreter what goods
we had, the next day was appointed for yiewing the flaves ;
we found about two hundred confined in one place. But here
how fhall I relate the affeting fight I there beheld ! How
can T {ufficiently defcribe the filent forrow which appeared
in the countenance of the afflited father, and the painful
anguifh of the tender mother, expeéting to be for ever fe-
parated from their tender offspring; the diftrefled maid,
wringing her hands in prefage of her future wretchednefs,
and the general cry of the innocent from a dreadful appre-
henfion of the perpetnal flavery to which they were doomed !
Under a fenfe of my offence to God, in the perfon of his
creatures, I acknowledge I purchafed eleven, whom I con-
duéted tied two and two to the fhip. Being buta fmall
{hip, (ninety ton) we foon purchafed our cargo, confifting
of one hundred and feventy flayes, whom thou mayef:,
reader, range in thy view, as they were fhackled ‘two and
two. together, pent up within® the narrow confines of the
main deck, with the compligated diftrefs of ficknels, chains&

an
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be more completely miferable, than that of
thefe diftreffed captives. When we reflect that
each individual of this number had probably
fome tender attachment, which was broken by
this cruel feparation; fome parent or wife, who
had not an opportunity of mingling tears in a
parting embrace ; perhaps fome infants, or aged
arents, whom his labour was to feed, and vigi-

ance protect ; themfelves under the moft dread-

ful apprehenfion of an unknown perpetual (la-
very ; confined within the narrow limits of a
weflel, where often feveral hundreds lie as clofe
H 4 as

and contempt ; deprived of every fond and focial -tie, and,
in a great meafure, reduced to a Rate of defperation. We
had not been a fortnight at (ea, before the fatal confe-
quence of this defpair appeared ; they formed a defign of re-
covering their natural right, LiserTy, by rifing and mor-
dering every man on' board 5 but the goodnefs of the Al-
mighty rendered their {cheme abartive, and his mercy fpared
us to have time to repent. ‘T'he plot was difcovered ; the
ring-leader, tied by the two thumbs over the barricade door,
at fun-rife received a number of lafhes: in this fitvation he
remained till fun-fet, expofed to the infults and barbarity
of the brutal erew of failors, with full leave to exercife their
cruelty at pleafure. The confequence of this was, that next
morning the miferable {ufferer was found dead, flayed from
the fhoulders to the wailt, The next viim was a youth,
who, from too ftrong a fenfe of his mifery, refufed nourifh-
ment, and died difrC§:Ar\lcd and unnoticed, till the hogs had
fed on pars of his flefh.  Will not Chriftianity blufh at this
impious facrilege ? May the relation of it ferve to call back
the fruggling remaips of humanity in the hearts of thafe,
who, from a %ovc of wealth, partake in any degree of this op-
preflive gain ; and have {uch an effet on the minds of the fin-
cere, as may be produttive of peace, the happy etreét of true
repentance for paft tranfgreffions, and a refolution to renounce
all connexion with it for the time to come,
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as poflible. Under thefe aggravated diftreffes,
they are often reduced to a ftate of defpair, in
which many have been frequently killed, and
fome deliberately put to death under the greateft
torture, when they have attempted to rife, in
order to free themfelves from prefent mifery, and
the flavery defigned them. 1 Many accounts of'
this nature might be mentioned; indeed from
the vaft number of veflels employed in the trade,
and the repeated relations in the public prints
of Negroes rifing on board the veffels from Gui-
nea, it is more than probable, that many fuch
inftances occur every year. I fhall only mention
one example of this kind, by which the reader
may judge of thereft; itisin Aftley’s Collection,
vol. 2. page 449, related by John Atkins, fur-
geon on board Admiral Ogle’s {quadron, of one
¢ Harding, mafter of a veflel in which feveral

< of the men-flaves and women-flaves attempt-
¢ ed to pife in order to recover their liberty ;
¢ {ome of whom the mafter, of his own autho=
¢ rity, fentenced to cruel death, making them
<¢ firft eat the heart and liver of one of thofe he
< had killed. The women he hoifted by the
¢ thumbs, whipped, and flathed with knives be-
¢¢ fore the other flaves, till fhe died®.” As de-
teftable

-

-~

+ See the Appendix.
® A memorable inftance of fome of the dreadful effeéts of
the {lave-trade, happened about five years paft, on a fhip
from this port, then at anchor about three miles from fhore,
near Acra Fort, on the coaft of Guinea, They had pur-
chafed between four and five hundred Negroes, and were
ready to fail for the Weft-Indies. It is cuftomary on board
thole veficls, to keep the men fhackled two by two, each by
one
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teftable and fhocking as this may appear to fuch
whofe hearts are not yet hardened by the prac-
tice of that cruelty, which the love of wealth by
degrees introduceth into the human mind, it
will not be ftrange to thofe who have been con-

cerned or employed in the trade.
Now here arifes a neceffary query to thofe how
hold the balance of jultice, and who muft be ac-
countable

one leg to a fmall iron bar; thefe aré every day brought on
the deck for the benefit of the air; and left they fhould at-
tempt to recover their freedom, theyare made faflt to two
common chains, which are extended each fide the main deck ;
the women and children are loofe. Thiswas the fituation of
the flaves on board this veffel, when it took fire by means of
a perfon who was drawinF fpirits by the light of a lamp;
the cafk burfling, the fire {pread with fo much violence, that
in about ten minutes, the failors, apprehending it impoffi-
ble to extinguifh it before it could reach a large quantiry of
powder they had on board, concluded it neceffary to caft
themfelves into the fea, as the only chunce of faving their
lives ; and firlt they endeavoured to lovi= the chains by which
the Negroe men were faltened on the deck; butin the con-
fufion the key being miffing, they had but jull time to loofe
one of the chaing by wrenching the ftaple ; when the vehe-
mence of the fire foincreafed, that they all but one man jump-
ed over board, when immediately the fire having gained the
owder, the veffel blew up with all the flaves who remained
aftened to the one chain, and fuch others as had not follow-
ed the failors exampless There happened to be three Por-
tugueze vellels in fight, who, with ochers from the fhore,
putting out their boats, took up abouat twohundred and fitey
of lho%e oor fouls who remained alive; of which number,
about fifty died on fhore, being moftly of thofe who were
fettered rogether by iron Mackles, which, as they jumped
into the fea, had broken their legs, and thefe frattares bein
inflamed by fo long a (rogple in the fes, probably mortifi-
ed, which occafioned the death of every one that was fo
wounded. The two hundred remaining ulive, were foon
difpofed of, for account of the owners, tu othier purchafers.
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countable to God for the ufe they have made of
it, That as the principles on which the Britith
conftitution is founded, are fo favourable to the
common rights of mankind, how it has happened
that the laws which countenance this iniquitous
traffic, have obtained the fan&ion of the legifla-
ture ? and that the executive part of government
fhould fo long fhut their ears to continual re=-
ports of the barbarities perpetrated againft thefe
unhappy people, and leave the tradma fubje&ts
at liberty to trample on the moft precious rights
of others, even without a rebuke ? Why are the
mafters of veffels thus fuffered to be the fove-
reign arbiters ofi the lives of the miferable Ne-
groes, and allowed with impunity thus to. del-
troy (may I not properly fay, fo murder ) their fel-
low-creatures ; and that by means fo cruel, as
cannot be even related but with fhame and hor=
ror?

CIEI P
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USAGE of the Negroes, when they arrive in
the Weft Indies. An hundred thoufand Ne-
_groes brought from Guinea every year to the
Englifh colonies. ‘The number of Negroes
who die in the paffage and feafoning. Thefe
are, properly fpeaking, murdered by the pro-
fecution of this infamous traffic. = Remarks
on its dreadful efeéts and tendency.

. HEN the veffels arrive at their deftined
! port in the colonies, the poor Negroes
are to be difpofed of to the planters ; and here
they are again expoled naked, without any dif-
tinétion of fexes, to the brutal examination of
their purchafers; and this, it may well be judg-
ed, is, to many, another occalion of deep dif-
trefs. Add to this, that near connexions muft
now again be feparated, to go with their feveral
urchafers ; this muft be deeply affecting to all,
ut fuch whofe hearts are feared by the love of
gain.  Mothers are feen hanging over their
daughters, bedewing their naked breafts with
tears, and daughters clinging to their parents,
not knowing what new ftage of diftrefs muft fol-
low their feparacion, or whether they fhall ever
meet .‘gai_n. And here whatfympathy, what
commileration, do they mect "with? Why, in-
deed, if they will not feparate as readily as their
owners think proper, the whipper is called for,
Fray Py Y‘Hd
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and the lafh exercifed upon their naked bodies,
till obliged to part. Can any human heart,
which has not become callous by the practice of
fuch cruelties, be unconcerned, even at the re-
lation of fuch grievous affliction, to which this
opprefled part of our fpecies are fubjected.

“In a book, printed in Liverpool, called The
Liverpool Memorandum, which contains, amongft
other things, an account of the trade of that
port, there is an exact lift of the vefiels employ-
ed in the Guinea trade, and of the number
of flaves imported in each veflel; by ‘which it
appears that in the year 1753, the number im-
ported to America by one hundred and one vef-
fels belonging to that port, amounted to up-
wards of thirty thoufand; and from the number
of veflels employed by the African company in
1ondon and Briftol, we may, with fome degree
of certainty, conclude, there are one hundred
thoufand Negroes purchafed and brought on
board our fhips yearly from the coaft of Africa.
This is confirmed in Anderfon’s Hiftory of Trade
and Commerce, lately printed ; where it is faid,
<« * That England fupplies her American colo-
¢ nies with Negroe flaves, amounting in number
¢ to about one hundred thoufand every year.”
‘When the veflels are full freighted with flaves,
they fail for our plantations in America, and may
be two or three months in the voyage; during
which time, from the filth and ftench that is

"among them, diftempers jfrequently break out,
which

e d

* Appendix to Anderfon’s Hiftory, page 68.
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which carry off commenly a fifth, a fourth, yea
fometimes a third or more of them: fo that taking
all the flaves together, that are brought on board
our fhips yearly, one may reafonably fuppofe thag
at leaft ten thoufand of them die on the voyage.
And in a printed account of the ftate of the Ne-
§rocs in our plantations, it is fuppofed that a
ourth part, more or lefs, die at the different
iflands, in what is called the {eafoning. Hence
it may be prefumed, that at a moderate com-
putation of the {laves who are purchafed by our
African merchants in a year, near thirty thou-
fand die upon the voyage, and in the feafoning.
Add to this, the prodigious number who are
killed in the incurfions and inteftine wars, by
which the Negroes procure the number of flaves
wanted to load the veffels. How dreadful then
is this flave-trade, whereby fo many thoufands
of our fellow creatures, free by nature, endued
with the fame rational faculties, and called to be
heirs of the fame falvation with us, lofe their
lives, and are, truly and properly fpeaking, mur-
dered every year! for it is not neceflary, 1n order
to conviét a man of murder, to make it appear
that he had an intention to commit murder. Who-
ever does, by unjuft force or violence, deprive
another of his liberty, and, while he hath him
in his power, continues {o to opprefs him by
cruel treatment, as eventually to occafion his
death, is attually guilty of murder. It is enough
to make a thoughtful perfon tremble, to think
what a load of guilt lies upon our nation on this
account ; and that the blood of thoufands of
oor innocent creatures, murdered every year
wn the profecution of this wicked trade, cries
aloud
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aloud to Heaven for vengeance, Were we to
hear or read of a nation that deftroyed every year,
in fome other way, as many human creatures as’
perifh in this trade, we fhould certainly confider
them as a very bloody, barbarous people. If it
be alledged, that the legiflature hath encourag-
ed, and ftill 'do encourage this trade ; it is an-
fwered, that no legiflature on earth can alter the
nature of things, fo as to make that to be right
which is contrary to the law of God (the fupreme
Legiflature and Governor of the world) and op-
pofeth the promulgation of the Gofpel: of peace
on earth, and good-will to man. Injuftice may be
methodized and eftablifhed by law, but ftill it
will be injuftice, as much as it was before;
though it being {o eftablithed may render men
more infenfible of the guilt, and more bold and
fecure in the perpetration of it.

CREIRANIES



CUBRTAY PIVREYS

OBSERVATIONS on the difpofition and capa-
city of the Negroes: Why thought inferior
to that of the Whites. Affecting inftances of
the flavery of the Negroes. Refleétions thereon.

OUBTS may arife in the minds of fome,
D whether the forcgoinf accounts, relating
to the natural capacity and good difpofition of
the inhabitants of Guinea, and of the violent
manner in which they are faid to be torn from
their native land, are to be depended upon; as
thofe Negroes who are brought to us, are not
heard to complain, and do but feldom mani-
feft fuch a docility and quicknefs of parts, as is
agreeable thereto. But thofe who make thefe ob-
jections, are defired to note the many difcou-
ragements the poor Africans labour under, when
brought from their native land. Let them con-
fider, that thofe afflicted ftrangers, though in an
enlightened Chriftian country, have yet but little
opportunity or encouragement to exert and im-
prove their natural talents : They are conftantly
employed in fervile labour; and the abjet con-
dition in which we fee them, naturally raifes an
idea of a fuperiority in ourfelves; whence we
are apt to look upon them as an ignorant and
contemptible part of mankind. Add to this,
that they meet with very little encouragement of
freely converfing with fuch of the Whites, as

might
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might impart inftruction to them. It is a fond-
nefs for wealth, for authority, or honour, which
rompts moft men in their endeavours to excell ;
Eut thefe motives can have little influence upon
the minds of the Negroes; few of them having
any reafonable profpect of any other than a ftate
of flavery; fo that, though their natural ca-
pacities were ever fo good, they have neither
anducement or opportunity to exert them to ad-
vantage. This narurally tends to deprefs their
minds, and fink their fpirits into habits of idle-
nefs and floth, which they would, in all likeli-
hood, have been free from, had they ftood upon
an equal footing with the white people. They
are {uffered, with impunity, to cohabit together,
without being married ; and to: part, when {o-
lemnly engaged to one another as man and wife
notwichftanding the moral and religious laws of
the land, ftrictly prohibiting fuch. practices.
This naturally tends to beget apprehenfions in
the moft thoughtful of thofe people, that welook
upon them as a lower race, not worthy of the
fame care, nor liable to the fame rewards and
punifhments as ourfelves. Neverthelefs it may
with truth be faid, that both amongft thofe who
have obtained their freedom, and thofe who re-
main in fervitude, fome have manifefted a ftrong
{agacity and an exemplary uprightnefs of heart.
If chis hath not been generally the cafe with them
is 1t a matter of furprize ? Have we not reafon to
make the fame complaint of many white fer-
vants, when difcharged from our fervice, though
many of them have had much greater opportu-
nities of knowledge and improvement than the
blacks ; who, even when free, labour under the
fame



|l S8

fame difficulties as before : having but{ittle ac-
cefs to, and intercourfe with, the moft reputable
white people, they remain confined withintheir
former limits of converfation. And if they fel-
dom complain of the unjuft and cruel ufage they
Have received, in being forced from their native
country, &c. it is not to be wondered at; it
being a confiderable time after their arrival
amongft us, before they can fpealk our language;
and, by the time they are able to exprefs them-
felves, they have greatr reafon to believe, that
{ittle or no notice would be taken of their com-
plaints : yet let any perfon inquire of thofe who
are capable of reflection, before they were
brought from their native land, and he will hear
fuch affeéting relations, as, if not loft to the
common feelings of humanicy, will fenfibly affect
his heart. The cafe of a poor Negroe, not long
fince brought from Guinea, is a recent inftance
of this kind. From his firft arrival, he appeared
thoughtful and dejected, frequently dropping
tears when taking notice of his mafter's child-
ren, the caufe of which was not known till he
was able to fpeak Englith, when the account he
gave of himfelf was, «« That he had a wife and
¢ ¢hildren in his own country; that fome of thefe
¢ being fick and thirfty, he went in the night
« time to fetch water at a fpring, where he was
«“iyiolently feized and carried away by perfons
¢ who lay in wait to catch men, from whence he
‘¢ was tranfported to America. The remem-
« brance of his family, friends, and other con-
¢ nexions, left behind, which he never expected
“ to fee any more, were the principal caufe of
“ his dejection and grief.” Many cafes, equally

I affecting,
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affefting, might be here mentioned ; but one
more inftance, which fell under the notice of a
perfon of credit, will {uffice. One of thefe
wretched creatures, then about fifty years of age,
informed him, ¢ Thatbeing violently torn from
¢« 3 wife and feveral children in Guinea, he was
¢ fold in Jamaica, where never expeting to {fee
¢ his native land or family any more, he joined
<« himfelf to a Negroe woman, by whom he had
¢ two children : after fome years, it fuiting the
<< intereft of his owner to remove him, he was
¢ feparated from his fecond wife and children,
<< and brought to South Carolina, where expect-
¢ ing to fpend the remainder of his days, he en-
<« gaged with a third wife, by whom he had an-
¢ other child; but here the fame confequence
¢ of one man being fubjet to the will and
<« pleafure of another man occurring, he was
¢c {eparated from this laft wife and child,
¢c and brought into this country, where he re-
¢ mained a flave.” Can any, whofe mind is
not rendered quite obdurate by the love of
wealth, hear thefe relarions, without being
deeply touched with fympathy and forrow ? And
doubtlefs the cafe of many, very many of thefe
afflicted people, upon inquiry, would be found
to be attended with circumitances equally tra-
gical and aggravating. And if we inquire of thofe
Negroes, who were brought away from their na-
tive country when children, we fhall find moft
of them to have been ftolen away, when abroad
from their parents on the roads, in the woods,
or watching their corn-fields. Now, you that
have ftudied the book of confcience, and you
that arej learned in the law, what will you fay to

fuch

an A



{ 15 ]

fuch deplorable cafes? When, and how, have thefe
opprefled people forfeited their liberty ? Does
not juftice loudly call for its being reftored to
them ? Have they not the fame right to demand
it, as any of us fhould have, if we had been vio-
lently fnatched by pirates from our native land ?
Is it not the duty of every difpenfer of juftice,
who is not forgetful of his own humanity, to re-
member that thefe are men, and to declare them
free ? Where inftances of fuch cruelty frequently
occur, and are neither inquired into, nor re-
drefled, by thofe whofe duty it is, to feek judg-
menty and relieve the oppreffed, aiah i. 17. what
can be expected, but that the groans and cries of
thefe fufferers will reach Heaven, and what fhall

-we do when God rifeth up 2 And when be wvifiteth,
what will ye anfwer him? Did not be that made
them, make us ; and did not one fafbion us in the
womb? Job xxxi. 14.

fa CHAP.
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C HA P s XV

THE expediency of a general freedom being
granted to the Negroes confidered. Reafons
why it might be productive of advantage and
fafety to the Colopies,

T is {carce to be doubted, but that the fore-
going accounts will beget in the hearts of the
confiderate readers an earneft defire to fee a ftop
put to this complicated evil ; but the objeétion
with many is, What fhall be done with thofe
Negroes already imported, and born in our
families? Muft they be fent to Africa? That
would be to expofe them, in a ftrange' land, to
greater difficulties than many of them labour
under at prefent. To fet them fuddenly free
here, would be perhaps attended with no lefs
difficulty ; for, undifciplined as they are in re-
ligion and virtue, they might give a loofe to
their evil habits, which the fear of a mafter
would have reftrained. =~ Thefe are objettions,
which weigh with many well difpofed people,
and it muft be granted, thefe are difficulties in
the way; nor can any general change be made, or
reformation effe¢ted, without fome; but the
difficulties are not fo great but that they may be
furmounted. If the government was fo confi-
derate of the iniquity and danger attending on
this pratice, asto be willing to feek a remedy,
doubtlefs the Almighty would blefs this good
intention,
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intention, and fuch methods would be thought
of, as would not only put an end to the unjuft
oppreffion of the Negroes, but might bring them
under regulations, that would enable them to
become profitable members of fociety ; for the
furtherance of which the following propofals are
offered for confideration : That all further im-
portation of flaves be abfolutely prohibited ; and
as to thofe born among us, after ferving fo long
as may appear to be equitable, let them by law
be declared free. Let every one, thus fet free,
be enrolled in the county courts, and be obliged
to be a refident, during a certain number of
years, within the faid county, under the care of
the overfeers of the poor. Thus being, in fome
fort, ftill under the direétion of governors, and
the notice of thofe who were formerly acquainted
with them, they would be obliged to att the
more circumfpeétly, and make proper ufe of
their liberty, and their children would have an
opportunity of obtaining fuch inftruéions, as
are neceffary to the common occafions of lifes
and thus both parents and children might gra-
dually become ufeful members of the communi-
ty. And further, where the nature of the coun-
try would permit, as certainly the uncultivated
condition of our fouthern and moft weftern co-
lonies eafily would, fuppole a fmall tract of land
were afligned to every Negroe family, and they
obliged to live upon agd improve it, (when not
hireg out to work for the white people) this
would encourage them to exert their abilities,
and become induftrious fubjeéts. Hence, both
planters and tradelmen woufd be plentifully fup-
plied with chearful and willing-minded labour-

) ers,
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ers, much vacant land would be cultivated, the
produce of the country be juftly increafed, the
taxes for the fupport of government leffened to
the individuals, by the increafe of taxables, and
the Negroes, inftead of being an objeét of ter-
rort, as they certainly muft be to the government
where their numbers are great, would become
interefted in their fafety and welfare.

4 The hard ufage the Negroes meet with in the plantati-
ons, and the great difproportion between them and the
white people, will always be a juftcaufe of terror, In Jam-
aita, and fome parts of South-Carolina, it is fuppofed that
there are fiftecn blacks to one white.

CHAP.
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SV AR YL

ANSWER to a miftaken opinion, that the
warmth of the climate in the Welt Indies, will
not permit the white people to labour there.
No complaint of difability in the whites, in
that refpect, in the fettlement of the iflands.
Idlenefs and difeafes prevailed, as the ufe of
flaves increafed. The great advantage which
might accrue to the Britifh nation, if the flave
trade was entirely laid afide, and a fair and
friendly commerce eftablifhed through the
whole coaft of Africa.

T is frequently offered as an argument, in
vindication of the ufe of Negroe (laves, that
the warmth of the climate in the Weft Indies
will not permit white people to labour in the cul-
ture of the land 3 but upon an acquaintance with
the nature of the climate, and its effects upon [uch
labouring white people, as are prudent and
moderate in labour, and the ufe of f(pirituous
liquors, this will be found to be a miftaken opi-
nion, Thole iflands were, at firlt, wholly cul-
tivated by white men; the encouragement they
then met with, for a long courfe o% years, was
fuch as occafioned a great increafe of people.
Richard Ligon, in his Hiftory of Barbadoes,
where he refided from the year 1647 to 1650,
about 24 years after the firlt fettlement, writes,
%¢ that there were then fifty thoufand fouls on
14 ¢ that
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¢ that ifland, befides Negroes; and that thougls
¢< the weather was very hot, yet not fo {calding
¢¢ but that fervants, both Chriftians and flaves,
¢ laboured ten hoursa day.” By other accounts
we gather, that the white people have fince de-
creafed to lefs than one half the number which
was there at that time ; and by relations of the
firft fettlements of the other iflands, we do not
meet with any complaints of unfitnefs in the
white people for labour there, before {laves were
introduced. The ifland of Hifpaniola, which
is one of the largeft of thofe iflands, was at firft
planted by the Buccaneers, afet of hardy labori-
ous men, who continued fo for a long courfe of
years ; till following the example of their neigh-
bours, in the purchafe and ufe of Negroe {laves,
idlenefs and excefs prevailing, debility and difeafe
naturally fucceeded, and have ever fince continu-
ed. If, under proper regulations, liberty was
proclaimed tlirough the colonies, the Negroes,
from dangerous, grudging, half-fed flaves, might
become able; willing-minded labourers. And
if there was not a fufficient number of thofe to
do the neceflary work, a competent number of
labouring people mightbe procured from Europe,
which affords numbers of poor diftreffed objects,
who, if not overworked, with proper ufage,
might, in feveral refpets, better anfwer every
good purpofe in performing the neceffary labour
in the iflands, than the flaves now do.

A farther confiderable advantage might accrue
to the Britith nation in general, if the flave trade
was laid afide, by the cultivation of a fair friend-
ly, and humane commerce with the Africans;
without which, it is not poffible the inland tradc;
<

~
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of that country fhould ever be extended to
the degree it is capable of ; for while the fpiric
of butchery and making flaves of each ocher, is
promoted by the Europeans amongft the Ne-
groes, no mutual confidence can take place;
nor will the Europeans be able to travel with
fafety into the heart of their country, to form
and cement fuch commercial friendfhips and al-
liances, as might be neceffary to introduce the
arts and fciences amongft them, and engage their
attention to inftrution in the principles of the.
Chriftian religion, which is the only fure founda-
tion of every focial virtue. Africa has about ten
thoufand miles of fea coaft, and extends in depth
near three thoufand miles from eaft to welt, and
as much from north to fouth, ftored with vaft
treafures of materials, neceflary for the trade
and manufactures of Great-Britain; and from its
climate, and the fruitfulnefs of its foil, capable,
under Eroper management, of producing, in the
greateft plenty,” molt of the commodities which
are imported into Europe from thofe parts of
America fubject to the Englifh governmentt ;
and as, in return, they would take our manu-
factures, the advantages of this trade would foon
become fo great, that it is evident this fubject
merits the regard and attention of the govern-
ment,

1 Seenote, page g1,

APPENDIX.
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QUERIES propofed, in the Univerfal Di&io-
nary of Trade and Commerce, by MaLacny
PosTLETHWAIT, who was a Member of the
African Committee.

I. Whether fo extenfive and populous a coun-
try as Africa is, will not admit of a far more
exten(ive and profitable trade to Great Britain,
than it yet ever has done ?

1I. Whether the people of this country, not-
withftanding their colour, are not capable of
being civilized, aswell as great numbers of the
Indians in America and Afia have been? and
whether the primitive inhabitants of all coun-
tries, fo far as we have been able to trace them,
were not once as favage and inhumanized as the
Negroes of Africa? and whether the ancient
Britons themfelves, of this our own country,
were not once upon a level with the Africans?

III. Whether, therefore, there is not a pro-
bability that this people might, in time, by
proper management in the Europeans, become
as wife, as induftrious, as ingenious, and as hu-
mane, as the people of any other country has
done ?

1V. Whether their rational faculties are not,
in the general, equal to thofe of any other of
the human fpecies; and whether they are not,
from experience, as capable of mechanical and
manufatoral arts and trades, as even the bulk

of the Europeans ?
V. Whether
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V. Whether it would not be mare to the in-
tereft of all the European nations concerned in
the trade to Africa, rather to endeavour to cul-
tivate a friendly, humane, and civilized com-

.merce with thofe people, into the very center of

their extended country, than to content them-
felves only with fkimming a trifling portion of
trade upon the fea coaft of Africa?

VI. Whether the greateft hindrance and ob-
ftruction to the Europeans cultivating a humane
and Chriftian-like commerce with thofe popu-
lous countries, has not wholly proceeded from
that unjuft, inhumane, and unchriftian-like traf-
fic, called the Slave Trade, which is carried on
by the Europeans?

VII. Whether this trade, and this only, was
not the primary caufe, and flill continues to be
the chief caufe, of thofe eternal and incefant
broils, quarrels, and animofities, which {ubfift
between the Negroe princes and chiefs; and
confequently thofe eternal wars which fubfift
among them, and which they are induced to
carry on, in order to make prifoners of one an-
other, for the fake of the Slave Trade?

VIII. Whether, if trade was carried on with
them for a feries of years, as it has been with
molt other favage countries, and the Europeans
gave no encouragement whatever to the Slave
Trade, thofe cruel wars among the blacks would
not ceale, and a fair and honourable commerce
in time take place throughout the whole coun-
try ?

IX. Whether the example of the Dutch, in
the Eaflt Indies, who have civilized innumerable
of the natives, and braught them to the Euro-

pean
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pean way of cloathing, &c. does not give reéas
fonable hopes that thefe fuggeftions are not
vifionary, but founded on experience, as well
as on humane and Chriftian-like principles ?

X. Whether commerce in general has not
proved the great means of civilizing all nations,
even the moft favage and brutal; and why not
the Africans?

XI. Whether the territories of thofe European
nations, that are interefted in the colonies and
plantations in America, are not populous enough,
or may not be rendered fo, by proper encourage-
ment given to matrimony, and to the breed of
foundling infants, to fupply their refpective co-
lonies with labourers, in the place of Negroe
{laves ?

XII. Whether the Britith dominions in gene-
ral have not an extent of territory fufficient to
increafe and multiply their inhabitants; and
whether it is not their own fault that they do
not increafe them fufficiently to fupply their
colonies and plantations wjth whites inftead of
blacks ?

EXTRACT
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Harry Gandy
of Briftol, formerly a Captain in the Afri-
can Trade, to William Dillwyn of Wal-
thamftow, dated 26th of 7th Month 1783.

« | wrote thee a few lines the 8th, in reply
to thine of the 3d inftant, intending to anfwer
thy poftfcript, concerning the African Trade,
another opportunity. Since then I have care-
fully perufed Anthony Benezet’s Tralts on that
fubjeét : whilft reading them, I felt fuch reflec-
tions arife as [ never experienced before, doubt-
lefs owing to my formerly being lefs convinced
of the iniquity of fuch a traffic than I am now.
His Treatifes appear to me incontrovertible,
and fupported by good authority. Whoever
reads them, and remains infenfible of the unpa-
ralleled injuftice of fuch a trade, muft require
fomething more than proofs and arguments to
break the callous membrane of his obdurate
heart. Though the love of gain has been the
only incentive to it, and example, authorifed
by {mman laws, has infenfibly led many to en-
gage in it, yet, on fuch flirong fuggeitions of
1ts injuftice and lamentable effeéts, many, I truft,
who, like myfelf, once approved, would not
only inftantly decline it, but earneltly contribute
their endeavours to abolifh it, and fubftitute in
its ftead, a commercial correfpondence with the
Africans, by an exchange of commodities on
focial and friendly principles; which I conceive
may be done to great mutual advantage. Be-
fore I had attentively re-perufed the above-men-
tioned tracts, I thought (as 1 hinted in my laft

letter)
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fetter) I had fomething to communicate that
mighathrow a little light on this interefting fub-
ject; but the many correé defcriptions of the
coaft, and interior parts of Africa, its fertility
and produce, as well as of the genius, temper,
and difpofition of the irhabitants, contained in
them, have induced me to think fo contempti-
bly of what I had to offer, that I am now almoft
afthamed to mention it. I fhall therefore re-
duce what I had in view to the few following
rem.rks and occurrences.

Strongly prepofitfied with a roving difpofition
when very young, 1 embraced the firft opportu-
nity that prefented of going to feafrom this city,
and foon afterwards was perfuaded, for the fake
of better wages, to go to London, where I fhip-
ped myfelf on board a fmall fnow, belonging
to the African Company, John Bruce Com-
mander, bound to the river Gambia; about 200
miles up that river we got our cargo, confifting
of 190 flaves, whereof upwards of 100 were
remarkably ftout men, fhackled and handcuffed
two and two together, They mefled, as ufual,
twice a day on deck ; at which times we always
ftood to arms, pointed through the barricado,
as well to deter as fupprefs an infurrection, if
attempted. Notwithftanding this precaution, it
{o fell our, foon after our leaving the coaft, that
fome of the men flaves privately loofed their
manacles, and rofe at noon-day; and although
our people immediately difcharged their loaded
mufkets among them, yet they quickly broke
open the barricado door, forced the cutlafs from
the centry, and after a few minutes conteft with
our people, cleared the quarter-deck of thert;n,

who
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who retreated as they could up the fhrouds into
the tops. During this conflict, I was fitting
quite abaft, on one of the ftern hen-coops, fhift-
ing my cloaths : the fight alarmed me exceed-
ingly, fo that I knew not what to do, nor where
to go; to advance was certain death, and to
retreat feemed impoflible. In this dilemma I
looked over the ftern, if baply I might fee a
rope fic to fufpend me there ouc of their fight ;
for either they had not yet feen me, or if they
had, did not think me worth their notice : how-
ever, by this means I faw the cabin windows
were open, and immediately going that way
into it, told Caprain Bruce, who was then ex-
tremely ill in bed, that the Negroes had driven
the Pcople all aloft, and taken the veflel, On
this furprizing news, the Captain got up, weak
as he was, and went with me to a loaded arm-
cheft in the fteerage, where allo lay one of our
men very ill: he likewife got up, and with the
Captain and myfelf took, each of us, a loaded
iece, firlt removing the ladder to prevent the
Rlcgrocs coming down. By this time they had
{urrounded the companion, and being fupplied
with billets of wood out of the hold, by the
way of the main deck, they threw them down
at us, as opportunity permitted. On the other
hand, we three in the [teerage fired at them, as
often as we could, from loaded pieces taken out
of the arm-chelt. By this means, often repeat-
ed, many foon lay dead about the companion ;
and thofe who happened to be fettered with
them, not being able to get away, of courfe
thared the fame fate: this ac length fo intimi-
dated the reft, that they quitted the quarter-
, deck,
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deck, which we dire&ly mounted, and being
joined by the reft of our company from aloft,
the Caprain ordered us to fire a volley among
the thickeft of the Negroes, on which the fur-
vivors fled and concealed themfelves as they
could. As foon as this bloody piece of bufi-
nefs was over, a no lefs dreadful fcene enfued :
the Captain having ordered every wounded flave
to be brought on deck, dire&ed the Do&or to
examine the wounds, and wherever he pro-
nounced a cure improbable, the poor wounded
creature was ordered to jump into the fea, which
many of them did with all feeming chearfulnefs,
and were drowned; fome only defiring to take
leave of thofe they were to be thus parted from,
and then alfo plunging inte the water without
the leaft apparent reluctance. This deliberate
clofe of the horrid bufinefs appeared to me,
young and thoughtlefs as I was, more fhocking
than the former part of it. Another piece of
cruelty committed on board that fnow, I may
alfo mention, though out of the order of time,
as it happened {fome time before the infurrection
which 1 have related. One of the men flaves
being {ufpected of exciting ‘others to rebel, was
therefore feparated from his companion ; and
being fhackled and hand-cuffed fingly, his feet
were made faft to the ring bolt, and the burton
tackle hooked in the bolt of his hand-cuffs:
with that purchafe, he was fo ftretched in a per-
pendicular pofture, as nearly to diflocate every
joint ; and in this inhuman manner, expofed
naked to all the thip’s crew, each of whom was
at liberty to fcourge him as they pleafed ; nor
was he taken down till he was almoft dead, and

then
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then was thrown overboard. The confequence
of fuch mifcondué, and of the infurrection, was
that, of the 190 flaves brought from the coaft,
only go arrived in Barbadoes, This I think
was in the year 1740.

My next voyage to the coaft of Africa was
from the Weft-Indies, in 1757, on board a brig
I then commanded, to the river Gambia, and
from thence to Goree, De Lofs Iflands, Sierra-
leon, &c. On my return, I was particularly
careful to treat the flaves with all pofible ten~
dernefs, as well from fuch a propenfity in my-
felf, as to give them a favourable opinion of us
who were made inftrumental to their captivity.
And although many of them died by diforders
incident to fuch clofe confinement, I only loft
two of them by other means; which happened
thus :—One night, when at fea, an attempt was
made by fome of the men flaves to get their
irons off; being informed of it, I ordered an
officer down to examine them, with direéions,
if he found any loofe, to fend them on deck.
Accordingly two ftout men, who had got the
fetters off their feet, were fent up with their
hand-cuffs on, Thefe I ordered to the other
fide of the deck, until further fearch was made
below, intending only to fecure them fo as to
prevent fuch an atcempt in future; but in a few
minutes afterwards, to my great (urprize, they
plunged into the fea together, and were drown-
ed, notwithftanding all poflible means were ufed
to fave them.

My third and laft voyage to Africa, was alfo
from the Weft-Indies, in 1762, in a (how, of
which I was mafter, but nothing more marerial
occurred during it, than that, as ufual, I loft
mmany of the poor flaves through ficknels.
< In
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In thefe two laft voyages, many months being
fpent on the coaft, 1 had frequent opportunities
of going into the country, and once went fur-
ther up one of the branches of Sierraleon River,
than I believe was ever before done by any Eu-
ropean. From that excurfion, and what I have
obferved in other parts, I am fully convinced
of the peculiar richnefs of the foil, the great
civility of its interior inhabitants, and their ex-
emplary madefty and innocency; inftances
whereof I faw with pleafure and admiration.

A fix and twenty years refidence in the Weft-
Indies gave me a full opportunity of knowing
the cruelties exercifed there on the {laves, having
in the way of trade frequented almoft all the
Englifh iflands, and fome of the Dutch, French,
and Spanith. I can therefore confidently af-
firm, that the accounts given by Anthony Be-
nezet, and other writers quoted by him, are by
no means exaggerated, but rather fhort of what
I have many times feen with horror and deep
concern. 1 do not remember his mentioning
any thing of examination by torfure, which is
commonly made by thumb-fcrews, and lighted
matches fecured between the fingers, which oc-
cafions fuch exquifite pain, that many I believe
have been thereby induced to accufe themfelves
falfely, and fo fuffered death in preference to
the continuance of fuch extreme anguifh. Pre-
vious to execution, in fome parts, the con-
demned criminal is frequently carried on a fledge
about the town, and at every public place burnt
in the arm with a hot pair of crooked iron tongs,
formed to the fhape of the arm; and fo to the
place of execution, where he is either broke on
the wheel, or his hands, feet, or head chopped
off, according to the nature of the offence. For

trivial
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trivial crimes, fuch as being abfent from muf-
ter, petty theft, fhort defertion, or the like,
the flave committing it is obliged to lie flat,
with his belly on the ground, and naked ; and
if he offers to ftir, he is fo ftaked down that he
cannot move, While in this extended pofture,
the executioner, ftanding at a confiderable dif-
tance, and having a whip with a long lath, made
of hide remarkably twilted and knotted, gives
the offender as many (trokes as he is fuppofed
to deferve, and fometimes fo feverely applied,
that every one makes an incifion, Thefe cruel
barbarities are exercifed upon them under the
fan@ion of laws which difgrace humanity, The
mere recital of them, as committed by a people
under the Chriftian name, is painful. But the
evils of this trade, and its confequent flavery,
are indeed increafed to a degree of enormity
that calls aloud for the interpolition of Govern-
ment ; and I cannot therefore but fincerely wifh,
that in whatever hands the important tafk of
reforming them may providentially fall, the
God of mercy and jufltice may grant them fuca
cefs 1"
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