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C H A P. XI. 

A N account of the !hocking inhumanity, ured ill 
thl: carryJOg on of the nave trade, as defcribed 
by f.lttors of different nations, viz. by F ranCl'! 
Moor, on the river Gam bia; and by John Bar­
bot, A. Brue, and William Bofm:m, through 
t he conft of Guinea. NOh'. Of the large n:­
venm's anling to the Kings of Guinea from 
t he n,lVe tradt... 

F I RST, francis Moor, faaor for the Englifh 
African Company, on the fiver Gambia, 

writes, " That there afe a number of Negroc 
" tT.lders, colled joncors; or merchants, who 
e, follow the nave trade a buftnefs; their 
" plan: of rdidence IS fo high up in the country. 
" as to be file weeks travel from James Fort, 
'e which IS at the mouth of that river. 
" Thcle merchants bring down elephant teeth, 
" and in lome years two thollfJ.nd Il.lves, moll 
" of which, they lay, arc priloners taken in war. 
e, r hey buy tht'm from the different princes 
" who uke them; many of them are Bum­
" brongs and PetLh,tr1es; nations, who each of 
" them h.lve different \J.ngu:lges, and arc brought 
, from a vall way Inland. TheIr way of brin<7-
" ing thcm tying them by the n.:ck with 
" at ,1bout 1 }"lrd dill nc from each ocher, 

dmty or forty tn a {lring. h:lVJOg generally 
" a b\lOdlc 
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tt a bundle of corn or elephants teeth upon 
" each of their heads. In theIr way from the 
(C mountains, they travel through very greae 

woods, where .rhey ca.nnot. for fome days gee 
" ~ater; fo they carry I.n D(ln bags enough to 
" lupport them for a tIme. I cannot," adds 
Moor, " be certain of the number of merchants 

who follow this trade, but there may, per­
c< haps, be about an hundred, who go up into 
" the i-nland country, with the goods which 
" they buy from the white men, and with them 
" purchafe, in various co untries, gold, Daves, 
" and elephants teeth. Belides the Daves, which 
" the merchants bring down, there are many 
" boughe along the river: thefe:: are either 
" taken in war, as the former are, or men con­
" demned for crimes; or elfe people flolm, wbich 

is very IrequeJlt:-Since the Dave-trade has 
" been ufed, all punifhments are changed into 

£lavery; there being an advancage on fuch 
" condemnation, they flrain 101" crimes very hard, 
" in order to get the benefit of Jelling the crimil1al." 

John Barbor, the French factor, in his ac­
count of the manner by which the:: naves are 
procured, fays, " '" The Slaves fold by the Ne­
" groes, are for the moft part prifoners of war, 
" or taken in the incurfions they make in thei r 
" enemies territories; others are ftolen away 

by their nei gh bours, when found abroad on 
" the road, or in the woods; or elfe in the corn 
" fields, at the time of the year when their pa­
" rents keep them there all the day to fcare 

• John Barbot, page 47' 
" away 
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" away the devouring f'l1:111 Lirds." Speaking 
of the: tranfattions on th:1t part of Guinea called 
the SLlVe Coaft, where the Europeans have the 
moll f.lttories, and flOm whence they bring 
away much the greJterl: ntlmber of [laves, the 
fame auchor, and alfo Bofman, t fays, " Tht: 

inh.lbittnts of Coco do much mifchief, in 
" !1ealing thofe O.lVCS they fdl to the curo­
H pe.tns, from the tlpland councry.-ThJt the 
" jnlJ.1bit.tnt~ of 1'01'0 excd the fonner; being 
H t'ndowed with a much lJrger fh:lfe of cou­
ce r.lgc. th('y rob more ftlcccl"sfully, by which 
" means they locrc,lfc their riches and trade." 
The author particularly remark" « 'I'bat tbey 
" nre (flcollrng(d in /v/J prallice by tbe !';uropeanJ; 
" r..>Il1t:tlllll:S it happens, according to the ruc­
H ctl~ of their in1.lnd excmlions. that they are 

able to furnilh two hundred naves or more, 
.. in a few d lYS." And he i".iys, " t The 
" blJLks of lILl.1, or WhiuJh, are fo expedi­
" tlOlh In t[,ullng (or [l,IVt'S, th.lt they eln de ­
" livt'r a thoul:111d evt'ry 1l10rth."-" If there 
" Il.lppcns to he no flock of !ll"es ('-len., the 
" f.l~t()r lllull [rull the b1.\ck With hi, g()od~. 

to the vailic of one hundred and tifty, or two 
hllntlrnl pOlln,~ • which good they c.ury U!l 

.. in[(l the Inilnd LOIlIH y. en buy l1J~es at 0111 

.. 1Il,ukn l> fur OIbuy fi hunJred 1111 C$ lip 
" the 

I Corman, F"g 110. 
1 !labOI. p ge 1.6. 
II \\ ben the grc~t mtome which .ri·. I') lhe rgroe 

King, on the S\ .. vc Loall. from th~ Ibve, brought through 
t~"r I \frill onrnmcnt •• to be /lllpped 00 :,., .. ,.1 the EII­

rope.n 



tt the country, where thev are kept like cattle 
in Europe; the naves fold there being gene­
rally prifoners of war, taken from their ene~ 

" mies like other booty, and perhaps fome few 
" fold by their oWn countrymen, in extreme 
(t want, or upon a famine, as alto fome as a 
" punifhment of heinous crimes." So far Bar­
bot's account; that given by William Bofman 
is as follows: " .:J When the naves which are 
" brough t from the inland countries come to 

"Whidah, they are put in prifon together; 
cc when we treat concerning buying them, they 
(C are all brought out together in a large plain, 
" where, by our furgeons, they are thoroughly 
(C examined, and that naked, both men and 
(C women, without the leaft diftincriolJ or mo­
<c defty.t Thole which are approved as good, 

" are 

Topean velfels, is conlidered, we have no caufe to wonder 
that they give fo 'great a countenance to that trade: Wil­
liam Bofman fays, page 337, " 'ihat earh fbip 'which romes 
H to Tf/hidah to trade, ,·ec/uming ()tlC with another, either hy 
" toll, trade, or ruflom, pays about four blmdrtd pounds, and 
« fimelimes fifty flips rome hither in a year." Barbot con­
firms the fame, and adds, page 350, " 'ibat in the lIeigh­
" bouring kingdom of Ardah, the duty to the King is the <ua/at 
« of ft<utnty or eighty jla<ues fir earh trading flip.o' Which 
is near half as much more as at Whidah; nor can the Eu­
ropeans, concerned in the trade, with any degree of pro­
priety, blame the African Kings for countenancing -it, 
while they coo tinue to fend velfels, on purpofe to take in 
the /laves which are thus 11:0len, and that they are permit­
ted, unde r the fanclion of national laws, to fell them to 
the colonies. 

• Bofman, page 340. 
t Note, f ,om the above account of the Indecent and 

Ihocking manner ill which the l'nhappy Negroes are treated, 
;; 
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;t are tct on one fide; in the m ean while a 
« burning Iron, with the arms or name of the 
" company, lies in the fire) wi th which ours 
" are marked on {he brean:. When we have 
" agreed with the owntrs of the [laves, they 
(/ are returned to their prifons; where) from 
" that time forward,· they are kept at our 
" chlrge, and coll: us two pence a day each 
<I {l,Lve, which krves to fubfift them like cri­
"milla1 on bread and water; [0 that to fave 
H charges, we fend them on board OUr !hIpS 

Ie the 

it j, ,.nJonablc for perfon, uDlcquainted with thefe people. 
to condude them to be void of that natllral mode!ly, fo be­
coming a reaJon:tblc crt.ltare; but thofe who h,ve had tn­

tercourfc with the Blacks in thefe northern colonk3, know 
that thi,; woulJ be a wrong conclulion, lor they .1re indeed 
fl' fufcrptible or modelly and Jhame as other pcople. It h 
th,' unparalleled brutality, to which the Europeans have, 
by long cullom. been inured, which urgeth them, without 
blu!hing, to an [0 Oumerul a part. Such ufage is certainly 
grievous to the poor egrocs, particularly the women; 
but they nrc nave" anJ mufl [ubmit to this, or any other 
"bur. that is otrered them by their cruel talk m,llers, or 
cxpcfl tt) be tnhumanlv tormented into a~quiefcence. That 
the Black, Me un.lccu!lomed to fuch brutality, arpC.lT. from 
nn i n!lanr~ mention.u in i\llley" Collrtiion. vol. .. page 
lol. I •• \t III "udlence which Carreneuve hlJ of the 

KIng of Con ~o, where he wa, nfed WIth a great de,lot 
.. cIVtllty by the ELlcks. [orne nave; were deilvered tD 
.. him. The Kill): oblcrving CalTenellvc (according to the 
.. CUllom of the ~,nropcans) to handle the lomb. of the 

O.IV<' , buril out a 1.lllghing. "did the gre3t ",en about 
him the r.,~ior aJkinf the interpreter the occaJion of 
their mlTlh. was told It proece,leJ from hi, (0 nHelv 
e .uuinllljl; the 'LIVes. Ntvcrthclcfs, lb. I:.ll1g """' /_ 
..;ham'" "./ 'I, thalh'''<jir.J},j/ll,for JtU"~")"'" I. J. 
It 11f.a Jtljfl" p,.jfl.'fll,· "U"",r 11 

11 
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" the very firft opportunity; before whi.cT17 
" their mafters ftrip them of all they have o~ 
" their backs, fo that they come on board ftark 
"naked, as well women as men. In which 
" condition they are obliged to continue, if 
" the mafter of the !hip is not fo charitable 
" (which he commonly is) as to beftow fome­
cc thing on them to cover their nakednefs. Six 
(C or feven hundred are fometimes put on board 
" a veifel, where they lie as clofe together as­
« it is pomble for them to be crouded.." 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. XlI. 

EXT RAe T S of feveral J oumals of Voyages 
to the eoart of Guinea for naves, wht:reby 
{he extreme inhumanity of that traffic is de­
I'cribed. Melancholy account of a (hip blown 
lip on that coalt, with a great number of 
Negroes on board. Inftances of Jhocking bar­
barity perpetrated by ma(l:ers of veJfels to­
wards lheir naves. inquiry why thefe fcan­
dalolls lOfringt:ments, both of divine and. 
human laws, arc overlooked by the govnn­
men£. 

T HE mifcry and. bloodfurd attendant on 
the (bve trade, are fet forth by the ful· 

lowing extracts of two voyages to the CO:l(l: of 
C'Ul(lca for nave~. The firll: is In a nnel from 
I.jvcq)ool, taken 'Verbatim from ti,e origllh11 
lll.w\llcript of the Surgeon's J ulirnal, 'l:iz. 

" Sdlro, Deccmber the ~9th, 172+ No trade 
" to.lLIY, though many traders camc on bO.lrd; 
., they infllrmed LIS, tlut the pcuplt. arc l!;(Jnc 
" to W.lf Within l.lOd, and will brin', prtfoncrs 

cnnt ... h in two Of three days, In hope, of 
whid\ we Ihy." 
Thl' 30th. " '0 tnch: yet, bm ollr tr.1Jers 

" C.1Il1<': on bo.utl to-thy, and Informed liS lhe 
l'"ol'1c Iud burllt fOUf towns of their cnc­

,. llllts, I() that to morrow we expc::i:l n lye, off: 
" .mother I.\rgc t1l1p is come in. Y deel J,lY 
.. C.llnc \1\ .1 large Londoner." 

l he Jl 11. " F.lir we.lther, but no.trade yet; 
H~ "\H~ 
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" we fee each night towns burning, but we 
" hear the Seftro men are many of them killed 
" by the i.nland Negroes, fo that we fear this 
« war will be unfuccefsful." 

The zd of January. "Laft night we faw 
" a prodigious fire break out about eleven 
" o'clock, and this morning fee the town of 
iC Seftro burnt down to the ground; (it con­
" tained fome hundreds of houfes) fo that we 
"c find their enemies are too hard for them at 
u prefent, and confequently our trade fpoiled 
« here; therefore, about feven o'clock, we 
" weighed anchor, as did likewife the three 
~, other velfels, to proceed lower down." 

The fecond relation, a1fo taken from the ori­
ginal manufcript Journal of a perfon of credit, 
who went furgeon on the fame trade, in a veffe1 
from New York, about twenty years paft, is as 
follows; viz. " Being on the co aft, the Com­
" mander of the velfel, according to cuftom, 
" fent a perfon on !hore with a prefent to the 
U King, acquainting him with his arrival, and 
cc letting him know, they wanted a cargo of 
"{laves. The King promifed to furni!h them 
" with the {laves; and, in order to do it, fet. 
c< out to go to war againft his enemies; defign­
" ing to furprife fome town, and take all the 
" people priloners. Some time after, the King 
" fent them word, he had not yet met with the 
" defired fuccefs; having been twice repulfed,. 
cc in attempting to break up two towns, but 
" that he ftill hoped to procure a number of 
" {laves for them; and in this defign he per­
C< fifted, till he met his enemies in the fieJd, 
" where ~ battle was fought, which lafted three 

« days, 
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.. days, du ring which time the en~agcment was 
« 10 bloody, that four thoufand five hundred 

men were Oain on the fpot." T he pnfon 
who wrote the account, beheld the botlies, as 
tht"y lay on the fidJ of b.lttlc. « Think," fays 
he in hi. Journal, "willt a pitiablt: fight It was, 
" to Ie:e the widows weeping over their lolt 
« hu!bands, orphans deploring the lois of their 
" f~ithers, &c.&c." In the 6th vol. ofChurchdl's 
,olleclion of Voyages, page: 219, we have the 

retwon of a voyage performed by Captain 
Philips, in a {}lIp of 450 tons, along the coalt 
(Jf Guine I, for c:Ic:phants rec:th, gold, and 'c­
groe H.we" Intended for B~rbadoc:s; in which 
he f:1YS, that they took « feven hundred Oaves 
« on board, the men being all put into iron! 
c< two by two, llia~kled to~ether to prevent 

their mutinying or fwimmlng ,Illiore. That 
" rhe egrocs are Ic) 10th to kave their own 
" country, tlue they often leap out of the C.lOoe, 
~, bo,H, or r11Jj>, into the rt'.1, and keep under 
~, w.iter till they are drowned, to .lvOJd b-elOg 
" taken up, and t:lved by the bo.ns which purfue 
4C thel11."-Thev had about twelve 'eg'roes who 
willingly drowned themlc1vcs; others Ibrved 
t hcmfclvc:, to de,lth.-Phdlps was advdcd to cut 
otT the leg nd .lTm~ of lome to tar'tfy the rdr, 
( <1 other (·.Ipl lIn~ h,ul done) but tillS he rcfukd 
to do. From the tIIl1\: ofhls r.tklOg rhe. 'egr<xs on 
board. to III .lrflv.lI .It B irQ,llioe , no lei" than 
three hllntlJ d .Iodtwentydiedofv:lriou::.dife.lli:s. · 

II J Reader, 

The follOWing ttl uon is Inferted .t the rC'luetl of the 
aathor. 

Thlt 1 m~y cOlll'ibutc II iI. Illy power to-'MJ.S the good 
"r 
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Reader, bri'ng the m atter horne to thy 0\ ~ 
heart, and confider whether any fi tu ation call 

be 

of mankind, by infpiring any individuals with a fuitable ah­
horence of that deteftable practice of trading in our fellow­
creatures, and in fame meafure atone for my neglect of duty 
as a Chriftian, in engaging in that wicked traffic, I offer to 
their ferious confideracion fame few occurrences, of which I 
was an eye-witnefs; that being ftruck with the wretched and 
affecting fcene, they may fofter that humane principle, whidl 
is the noble and dilinterefted characteriftic of man, and im­
prove it to the benefit ofthei, children's children . 

About the year 17+9, I failed from Liverpool to the coaft 
of Guinea. Some time after our arrival, 1 was ordered to 
go up the country a coniiderable difrance, upon having no­
tice from one of the Negroe Kings, that he had a parcel of 
fl aves to difpofe of. I received my infrructions, and went, 
carrying with me an account of fuch goods as we had on 
board, to exchange for the flaves we intended to purchafe. 
Upon being introduced, I prefented him with a fmall cafe 
of Engli!h fpirits, a gun, and fome trifles; which having ac­
cepted, and having underftood by an interpreter what goods 
we had, the next day was appointed for viewing the flal'cs ; 
we found about two hundred confined in one place. But here 
how l11all I relate the affecting fight I there beheld! How 
can I fufficiently defcribe the filent forrow which appeared 
in the coun tenance of the afflicted fathe" and the painful 
angui!h of the tender mother, expeEling to be for ever fe­
parated from their tender offspring; the diftreifcd maid, 
wringing her hands in prefage of her future wretchednefs, 
and the general cry of the innooent from a dreadful "ppre­
henfion of the perpetual lIavery to which they were doomed! 
Under a fenfe of my offence to God, in the perfon of hi. 
creatures, I acknowledge I purchafed eleven, whom I con­
ducted tied two and two to the !hip. Being but a fmall 
fuip, (ninety ton) we fool1 purchafed OUf cargo, confifting 
of one hundred and feventy flaves, whom thou mayell:, 
reader, range in thy view, a, they were !hackled two and 
two together, pent up within the narrow confines of the 
main deck, with the complica~ed, diftrefs of ficknefs, chains, 

and 
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be more completely miferable, thall that of 
thefe ddJ:reJfed capti yes. When we refleCt that 
each individual of this number had probably 
rome tender attachment, which was broken by 
this cruel reparation; fome parent or wife, who 
had not an opporrunity of mingling tears in a 
parting embrace; perhaps fome infants, or aged 
parents, whom hiS labour was to feed, and vigi­
Jance protect; themfelves under the moLl dread­
ful apprebenfion of an unknown perpetual !la­
very, confined within the narrow limits of a 
veDtl, where often fcvcral hundreds lIe as clofe 

II 4 as 

nnd contempt; deprived of every fond anJ focial tie. and. 
;n •• great mtafure, reduced to a fbte of defpcntion. \-Va 
had not been " fortnight at (ea. before the fatal confe_ 
quence of thi, defpair a~peared; they formed a deiign of re­
co'lorlng their natural right. LinER fY. by riflng and mur­
dering every man on boar<\. but the f;0odnc-(, of the Al­
mighty rendered their fcheme ahorti,,'. anJ hi, mercy (pared 
us to have time to repent. The plot wac; difcovered; the 
ring.lea,l.r. tied by the two thumb, over the barricade door, 
at lun·rife r~(~iv<J .1 number of laJhe,; in thi, fituation he 
rem.I;n.,,1 till run·fet, "<pored to the infult, and blrbJrity 
()f the b11ltal trow of r.lllor;, with fuillcave to exeeed" their 
cruelty.Il f,k,rure. 'I'h< (onfequenc" of thi, wa •• tillt next 
morning the mdCrable ruff"rer IV.', found Jead, fL.yed from 
the Ihouldcr' to th ",lill. 'l'h~ next victIm "a'.l youth. 
wno, from too Ilnlllg' a (cnfe of hi, mil<'ry, ,efured nourilh­
ment. lnd died dd're~,rdcd and unnotlc • .t. till tne ~.ogs had 
ted on part of I", neilL. \\ III not Chrill\.miry bluth at thil 
implOu, racrikge I ,\1.), the rcl..tion of it rcrve to cali back 
tn,' {lru~r,ltn~ remalo; ,'f hurn.mity in the hClrts of 11\.'(e. 
,h,,: Iro01 .• love of ,,(".Ith. p.ll't.,ke ill any degree of th" or­
rretll\c ~aLn; ,lnd n .• vc Inch an effect on the ntlnd, of the tin­
cere .... m,lY k proJuc't>. of peace. the harp' eneelot true 
,.rerent mce to\'" pan tr,mfgrcillon~, ~lnJ a rcfolution to renO\1Jlce 

11 conne .Oll wlth It for lhe tlme to .:orne. 
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as pomble. Under thefe aggravated diftreffes~ 
they are often reduced to a ftate of defpair, in 
which many have been frequently killed, and 
fome deliberately put to death under the greateft 
torture, when they have atte\11pted to rife, in 
order to free themfelves from prefent mirer)" and 
the flavery defigned them. t Many accounts of 
this nature might be mentioned; indeed from 
the vaft number of vdfels employed in the trade, 
and the repeated relations in the public prints 
of Negroes rifing on board the veIfels from Gui­
nea, it is more than probable, that m:lny fuch 
infrances occur every year. I {hall only mention 
Qne example of this kind, by which the reader­
m ay judge of the refr; it is in Aftley's ColleCtion, 
vol. 2. page 449, related by John Atkins, fur­
geon on board Admiral Ogle's fquadron, of one 
" Harding, maller of a veIfel in which feveral 
" of the men-naves and women-naves attempt­
" ed to ,if« in order to recover their liberty i 
~r forne of whom the mafter, of his own autho., 
~r rity, fentenced to cruel d'eath, making them 
" firft eat the heart and liver of one of thofe he 
cr had killed. The women he hoi fred by the 
" thumbs, whipped, and fla{hed wi th knives be­
re fore the other flaves~ till {he died"." As de-

teftable 

t See the Appendix. 
• A memorable inftance of fame of the dreadful eifeas of 

the nave-trade, ' happened abo ut' five years paft, on a ilijp 
from this port, then a t anchor abol\t tllree miles from iliore, 
near Acta Fort, on the coaft of Guinea. They had pur­
chafed between fa ur and five hundred Negroes, and we~6 
ready to fai l for the Weft·lndies . Il is cuftomary on boarc;l 
'tho[e veifels, to kCe}l the men lhackled two by two, each by 

, . one 
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tellable ant! !hocking as th is may appear to fu ch 
whore hearts are not yet hardened by the prac~ 
tlCt: of that crtlelty, which the love of weal th by 
J egrees intmduceth into the human mind, it 
will not be f1:range to tho fe who have bee n con­
cerned or employed in the trade. 

Now hert ariles l nect'ffary query to thofe how 
hold the baJ.mee of julliee, and who mu ll: be ac ­

counrable 

"ne leg to a (m,111 iron b,r; thde nr~ every clay brought on 
~hc clcck. for the benefit of the air; and lei: thcy Ih',uLl.lt. 
tempt to rrrOVt;:f (helT freedom, the~ 'v'1I"f' m dr- fJ.11 to two 
cor\lm,," chuln',. which arc ntcnrlcd cach lide til main deck; 
the women nnd children arc loo(e. Thi w r ,u ,tlOO of 
the Il.lVc< on boord thl' veffil. when it took tire by It< ' In. of 
" perron who was drawin" fpintJ by the hbht of a lamp; 
the cafk hl1rllin!(. thc fin' ~'rcaJ with fo mllch VI ,knee. that 
In nbtHlt ten 1II101lte'3. the r.tilor~, .ll'prchel Ulf ~ ,t imp:)lIi 
ble to r tinj;lIoIh It before it could rr ,l • , l.rgt lju Iltiryof 
powder tllf'Y had on board. condu~o<' il nceclrary t::o call 
them"'I,,' Into thc fo 1. as th onh (' ne f f.Vlllg rl, Ie 

live, ; "nJ firlt they endeavourr" 101, ,'rh: ,h,lIns bi wh,ch 
the r-<egroc mCn " re r,lllcIIl'J On the c', hu in the ()O 

i'u lion Ihe key belnl milling. tl,' y llad hilt Ju'l ""'" 10 I,," fe 
one of the ch,Iins hv v ret" I,in h t;, ftilp' ; wn, nth ... vehe _ 
mence of the tire !il i.n \,. rc,dc I that 'I' v all ! Ii tone 11l«n Jump­
(~i.l over ho.lrd. WhC\1 InllncJ.'.lt Iy th..: fire n<hing g,l\Th .. ,I the 
powder. the ,elfel"l v ur IV lh II Ih' n~ves . 00 rem;uocJ 
Llttcnnl to th, >n \ h.lln. and tUL I, IhC't.,; a$ jnJ niH f.ll1ow­
cd ti,e 1."lor; ex In. I·s. Th p n j I) b thr e l'or­
t ugut."7,e vt. ... l1el~ in h ht, who, Wilh ,till:r" fron, the fh .... t" .. 

putt.lng out tht·'r bl .t~, t l(lk U l Jb . .)ut h\.n lInJr&:J oJ fitty 
of thofe roor foul whn '"u:1,\ln d love. uJ which nunl' • 
\bo\lt fifty dieJ on fhor-" h';;1 m )IHv 4 }lOfe \\.J 0:) l\ rc 
lett'r d Ilg ther by ron 'h"" • ; they j'lTrleJ 
intu t',c 1e~, haJ brok 'n theIr 1 ': } '1 • h .lrtun "'lb" 
inll JTlt I v I;, Ion .• It< Ie " th I lb v m'Jfwi. 
cd .. \\hh.:h fl, c1itr'ncJ th th.lt w ~ ;0 
\,"oundc I r Wt) h d't'"L. rem l C'l 

difrvfcJ Qt, Iv\' ~':'OUn( vi "'Ie \))\'1\<"'. r urch L 'J. 
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countable to God for the ufe thev have made of 
it, That as the principles on which the Britifh 
conftitution is founded, are fo favourable to the 
common nghts of mankind, how it has happened 
that the laws which countenance this iniquitous 
traffic, have obtained the [an8:ion of the legiGa. 
ture? and that the exec U[ive part of government 
ihould fo long lbut their ears to continual r6-
ports of the barbarities perpetrated again ft thefe 
unhappy people, and leave the trading fubjeCl:s 
at liberty to trample on the moft precious rights 
of others, even without a rebuke? Why are the 
mafters of veIfels thus fuffered to be the fove· 
reign arbiters of the lives of (he miferable Ne­
groes, and allowed with impunity. thus to def­
troy (may I not proper! y fay, to murder) their fel. 
low-creatures j and that by means [0 cruel, as 
cannot be even related but with fhame and har­
rod 

CHAP. 
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C II A P. XlII. 

USA (; E of the N('groe~, when they arrive in 
the Wefl Indies. An hundred thoufand Ne­
groes brought from Guinea every y<:ar to the 
I .nglilh colonies. The number of egroes 
who die in the paITage and reafonlng. Thefe 
om:, ploperly fpeaking, mUfLlered by the pro­
irclItlOn of thi infJ.1l10us traffic. Remarks 
all ItS dreadful 1/itls and lene/C/II)'. 

W I l EN the veITels arrive at their derl:ined 
port in the colonies, the poor Negroes 

;lIe to be J II-polnl of to the planters; .lIlt! here 
thry .Ire .tgalll txpo\ed Il.Iked, without any dif­
tinChon of I,'xes, to the brutal eX.l1nll1J.tlOn of 
(heir l'lIrch.lltL; ;lnd tim, It nuy \~ell be iuclg­
('d, is, 10 m.H1Y, :tnuther occalion of Jct'P dlf-
1!t'I",., J\dd to this, that ncar connexlon, murt 
110W ag.11I1 be Il:p.l1~tcd, to go with their tntrJl 
purcl!;\Ii.rs; till' mull t· deeply affeCting \0 all, 
but luch whole h,.trt; .1ft .• k.ued bt the love of 
gam. Mothers .lIt: Itcn hanging over their 
daughters, l·edewlng their 1l.1kcd breatls with 
(C.lfS, and d.tllghtcrs clinging to their p.lrents, 
not knowing W/11 n'w fbge or ddtrds mutt fol­
low thelf icp.ILlllon, or \I hetl tilq fll.ll1 ncr 
meet .\?;..\in. .i\nd here wh,1" "I, 11l1'.tthy, wh.lt 
l ommli 1"..\tlon, do tl-Jt'Y l11t'c t vlt ~ hy, In­
(ked, If rhry \dll not leP,1]'Jtt' .15 rCJJ.iy JS thelr 
o \ IKr~ clunk proper, the whipper IS cAlled for, 

'Ilnu 
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and the lalh exercifed upon their naked bodies, 
till obliged to part. Can any human heart, 
which has not become call ous by the praCtice of 
fuch cruelties, be unconcerned, eve)} at the re­
lation of fuch grievous affliCtion, to which this 
oppreifed part of our fpecies are fubjeCted. 

In a book, printed in Liverpool, called Tbe 
Liverpool Memorandum, which contains, amongft 
other things, an account of the trade of that 
port, there is an exaCt lift of the vt:fiels employ­
ed in the Guinea rrade, and of the number 
of naves imported in each veifel; by which it 
appears that in the year 1753, the number im­
Eorted to America by one hundred and one vef­
feIs belonging to that port, amounted to up­
wards of thiFty thoufand; and from the number 
ofveifels employed by the African company in 
London and Briftol, we may, with fome degree 
of certainty, conclude, there are Ol).e hunc!.red 
thoufand Negroe$ pUl'chafed and brought on 
board our fuips yearly from the coaft of Africa. 
This is confirmed in Anderfon's Hiftory of Trade 
and Commerce, lately printed; where it is [aid. 
" * That England fupplies her American colo­
H nies with Negroe naves, amounting in number 
" to abou t one hundred thoufand every year." 
When the veifds are full freighted with naves, 
they fail for our plantations in America, and may 
be two or three months in the voyage; during 
which time, from the filth and french that is 

' among them, diftempers [frequently break out, 
which· 

• Appendix to An4erfon's Hiftory. page 68. 
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which carry off commonly a fifth, a fourth, yea 
fometimcs:l third or more of them: [0 that taking 
all the !laves together, that are brought on board 
our ih ips yearly, one may reafonably [uppofe that 
at leaf!: tcn thoufand of them die on the voyage. 
And in a printed account of the ftate of the Ne­
groes in our plantations, it is fuppoftd that a 
fourth part, more or lefs, die at the different 
iOands, in what is callcd the feafoJ'}ing. Hence 
it may be pre[umed, that at a moderate com­
putation of the naves who are purchafed by our 
African merchants in a year, near thirty thou­
fand die upon the voyage, ami in the [ea[oDing. 
Add to rhls, the prodigious number who are 
killed in the Jncurfions and inteftine wars, by 
which rhe Negroes procure the number of nave, 
wanted to load the veifcls. How dreadful then 
is this nave-trade, whereby [0 many tho\lfands 
of our fellow crc:ltures, free by nature, endued 
with the J:lme rational faculties, and called to be 
heirs of the lame falvatJon with tIS, lofe their 
lives, and are, truly and properly fpeaking, mur­
dered every year I for it IS not necetfJry, in order 
to convict :l man of murd¢[, to make it appear 
that he had an i111ention to commit murder. Who­
rver does, by unJuit force or violence, deprive 
another of his liberty, and, while he hath him 
in his power, continues fa to opprels him by 
Hud tre.ltment, as eventually to occa[lOn his 
(It'nth, is actually guilty of murder. It is enough 
to 11l.1ke a thoughtftll perillO tremble, to think 
wh.uI load of guilt lit'S upon our nation on thIS 
'lrcount; and th.lt the blood of thouLwd~ of 
lJoor Innocent creatures, murdere\l every year 
In \hc prott:cutlon of thiS wicked trade, erles 

<lloud 
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",loud to Beaven for vengeance, 'Vere we to 
hear or read of a nation that deO:royed every year, 
in fome other way, as many human creatures as 
perifh in [his trade, we lbould certainly Co:onfider 
them as a very bloody, barbarous people. If it 
be alledged, that the legiilature hath encourag­
ed, and frill do encourage this trade; it is an­
r wered, that no legiilature on earth can alter the 
nature of things, fo as to make that to be right 
which is contrary to the law of God (the fupreme 
Legiilature and Governor of the world) and op­
pofeth the promulgatIOn of the Gofpel of peace 
on earth, and good-will to man. I njuH:ice may be 
methodized and efrablifhed by law, but frill it 
will be injufrice, as much as it was before; 
though it being 10 efrablilhed may render men 
more infenfible of the guilt, and more bold and 
fecure in the perpetration of it. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. XIV. 

OBSERVATIO S on the difporition and capa­
city of the Negroes: Why thought inrenor 
to that of the Whites. AffeEting inflances of 
t he l1avery of the Negroes. RdleEtions thereon. 

DOUBTS may arife in the minds of fome, 
whether the foregOIng accounts, relating 

(0 the natura l capacity and good difpoution of 
(he inhabitants of Guinea, and of the violent 
manner in which they are f.lld to be torn from 
t heir native land, are to be depended upon; as 
tho Ii: Negroes who are brought to us, are not 
hend to complain, and do but feldom mani­
fetl [uch a docility and quicknefs of parts, as IS 

agreeable thereto. But thofe who make thefe ob­
jdlions, are deured to note the many difcou­
cagements the poor Africans l.lbour under, when 
b rought from their native land. Let them con­
fIller, th.lt thole affill5l:ed l1rangers, though in an 
rniigburlt'd Cimjll/In country, h.we yet but Ii ttle 
opportunity or encouragement to exert and im­
prove theIr natural talents: 1 hey are conltantly 
emp loyed in fi.-rvile labour; .lnd the abjeEt con­
d ition in which we tee them, naturally raifes an 
iun of Juperiority 10 ourCdves; whence we; 
lln:lpt to look upon them as an ignorant and 
contemptible part of mankind. Add to thIS, 
In.u they meet WIth very little encouragement of 
freely cony rling with ruch of the Whites, a~ 

mIght 
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might impart inftnlCtion to them. It is a fond .. 
nefs for wealch, for authority, or honour, which 
prompts molt men in their endeavours to excell J 

but thefe motives can have little influence upon 
t he m inds of the Negroes; few of them having 
any reafonable profpeCt of any other than a ftate 
of Oavery; fo that, though their natural ca­
pacities were ever fo good, they have neither 
inducement or opportunity to exert them to ad­
vantage. This naturally tends to deprefs their 
minds, and fink their fpirits into habits of idle­
nels and Doth, which they would, in all likeli­
hood, have been free from, had they ftood upon 
an equal footing with the white people. They 
are fuffercd, with impunity, to cohabit together, 
without being married; and to part, when fo­
lemnly engaged to one another as man and wife; 
notwithftanding the moral and religious laws of 
.the land, ftriaJy prohibiting fuch praCtices. 
This naturally rends to bege t applehenfions in 
the moil: thoughtful of thofe people, that we look 
~lpon them as a lower race, not worthy of the 
fame care, nor liable to the fame rewards and 
punilhments as ourfelves. Neverthelefs it may 
with truth be faid, that both amongil: thofe who 
have obtained their freedom, and thofe who re­
main in fervitude, fome have manifefted a ftrong 
fagacity and an exemplary uprightnefs of heart. 
If ~his hath not been generall y the cafe wi th them 
is it a matter of furprize ? Have we not reaCon to 
make the fame complaint of many white fer­
vants, when difcharged from our fervice, though 
many of them have had much greater opportu­
nities of knowledge and jmprovement than the 
blacks; who, even when free, labour under the 

fame 
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l me difficulties as before: having bl1t 1 irtle ac­
ce[5 to, and intercourfe with , the molt reputable 
white people, they remain confined within their 
former limits of converfation. And if they rel­
{lorn complain of the unjuft and crud "rage they 
have received, in being forced from their native 
country, &c. it is not to be wondered at; it 
being a contiderable time after t'heir arrival 
nmongll us, befo-re they C3n fpeak our language; 
and , by the time they are ,1bIe to exprefs tilem­
felves, they hlve great relron to belit'vt", that 
~ itt1e or no notlCt; would be taken of their com­
plaint.,: yet let any perron inquire of thoCe who 
;tre C\pab le of rdldbon, before they were 
brought from th<>lr native land, and he will hear 
fi.lch .dTeCting rtlltlon', as, if not loll to the 
common feelings ofhumaniry, wdllenribly affect 
h is hc,lrt. The calc of a poor Negroc, not long 
fince brought from GUinea, IS a recent In/bnce 
of this kind. From his firO: arrival, he 'lJ'pe,lred 
t houghtful and dejeCted, freq11ently dl'opplng 
tC,lrs wh n tal ing notice of his malter $ child. 
ren , the callie of which was not known till he 
W,l able to I'peak F ngl dh, when the account he 
g.lVC of 11II"111<:1( wa~, " That he had .1 wlfe and 
.. chddrcn In hls own country; th;lt 1()Olt or there 
. , being fick und ti1lrt'ty, he went in the night 
" tlllle {() ktch W Iter at a tpnng, whll t' he W.lS 

" violently 1<'lzed :lnll c~rrjt'd a\\a~ by perlun5 
who tty H\ W"J[ to otd, men, from whence he 
w.\ trlnr Oltt't1 to \meric.l, 1 he rtmem· 

« h(.lller 01 his f.11luly, friends, ,lOt! other con· 
u ne ~nn , Idt behind, \,hieh he never cxpdl:rd 
.. to kr .my mort', were the r>rlnclf'.ll C lLife of 
.. hIS l1eJcdlon nd gricf~" Many cafts, rq\llily 

1 a ifc(:tlngJ 
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affeCl:ing, m ight be here mentioned; but one 
more inftance, which fe ll under the noti ce of a 
perfon of credit, will fuffice. One of thefe 
wre tched creatu res, then about fifty years of age, 
informed him, cc That being violently torn from 
" a wife and feveral children in Guinea, he was 
« fold in Jamaica, where never expeCl:ing to fe~ 
cc his native land or fami ly any more, he joined 
cc himfelf to a Negroe woman, by whom he had 
" two children: after fome years, it fuiting the 
" intereft of his owner to remove him, he was 
" feparated from his fecond wife and children, 
cc and brought to South Carolina, where expeCl:­
cc ing to fpend the remainder of his days, he en­
" gaged with a third wife, by whom he had an­
cc other child; but here the fame confequence 
" of one man being fubjeCl: to the will and 
" pleafure of another man occurring, he was 
"feparated from this laft wife and chi ld, 
" and brought into this country, where he re­
e< mained a {lave." Can any, whofe mind is 
not rendered quite obdurate by the love of 
wealth, hear thefe relations, without being 
deeply touched with fympathy and forrow ? And 
doubtlefs the cafe of many, very many of thefe 
affiiCl:ed peop1e, upon inquiry, would be found 
to be attended with circumftances equally tra_ 
gical and aggravating. And if we inquire of thofe 
Negroes, who were brought away from their na­
tive country when children, we !hall find moft 
of them to have been ftolen away, when abroad 
from their parents on the roads, in the woods, 
or watching their corn-fields. Now, you that 
have ftudied the book of confcience, and you 
that arejlearned in the law~ what will you fay to 

fuch 
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fuch deplorable cafes? When, and how, have thefe 
opprelTed people forfeited their liberty? Does 
not juflice loudly call for its being reftored to 
them? Have they not the fame right to demand 
it, as any of us Jhould have, if we had been vio­
Jently fnatched by pirates from our native land? 
Is it not the duty of every difpenfcr of jufticc, 
who is not forgetful of his own humanity, to re­
n1t'mber that tht'fe :ue men, and to declare them 
free? Where in[hnees of fueh CT\1c!ty frequently 
occur, and are neIther inquired into, nor re­
clrdkd, by thoCe whofe duty it is, 10 fukjudg­
mtn/, lind rduve the oppreJ1ed, Ifaiah i. 17. whac 
can be expctled, but that the groans and cries of 
thefe fulTcrers will reach Heaven, and what Jhall 
we do whm Cod rifeth up? And whm be vijiJelb, 
what will ye anfwer him? Did nol he Ihal made 
tbem, make II!; and did not one fajbion us ill Ibe 
'WOlllPI Job xxxi. 14. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XV: 

THE expediency of a general freedom being 
granted to the Negroes confidered. ReaJons 
why it might be produEtive of advantage and 
fafety to the Colonies, 

I T is fcarce to be doubted, but that the fore­
going accounts will beget in the hearts of the 

confiderate readers an earneft dcfire to fee a ftop 
put to this complicated evil; but the objeCtion 
with many is, What Ihall be done with thofe 
Negroes already imported, and born in our 
families? Mllft they be fent to Africa? That 
would be to expofe them, in a ftrange land, to 
greater difficulties than many of them labour 
under at prefent. To fet them fudden ly free 
here, would be perhaps attended with no lefs 
difficulty; for, undifciplined as they are in re­
ligion and virtue, they might give a loofe to 
their evil habits, which the fear of a mafter 
would have reftrained. Thefe are objeEtions, 
which weigh with many well difpofed people, 
and it muft be granted, thefe are difficulties in 
the way; nor can any general change be made, or 
reformation effeEted, without fame; but the 
difficulties are not fo great but that they may be 
furmou nted. If the government was fo confi­
derate of the iniquity and danger attending on 
thi~ pra~!ce, as to be willing to feek a remedy, 
poubtlefs the Almighty would ble[s thi s good 

intention, 
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intention, and fuch methods would be thought 
of, as would not only put an end to the unjuf!: 
oppreffion of the Negroes, but might bring them 
umkr regulations, that would enable them to 
become profitable merrtbers of fociety; for the 
furtherance of which the following propofals are 
otlered for conlideration: That all further im­
portation of naves be abfolutely prohibited; a!ld 
as co thofe born among us, after ferving fa long 
as may appear to be eq uitable, let them by Jaw 
be declared free. Let everyone, thus fcc free. 
be enrolled in the county courts, and be obliged 
to be a refident, during a certilin number of 
year~, within tht: f;tid county, under the care of 
the over fecI'S of the poor. Thus being, in fome 
fort, fbi I under the direction of governors, and 
the notice of thofe who were formerly acquainted 
with thcm, they would be obliged to act the 
marc clfcumfpectly, and make proper uk of 
their liberty, .tnd their children would have an 
opportunity of obtaining fuch inllructions, a~ 
arc nece11"Jry to the common occaflOns of I ife I 
(lnd thus both parents and children might gra­
du.llly become ufeflll members of the communi­
cy. And fllfther, where the nature of the coun­
try would permit, :is certainly the uncultiv;tted 
condition of our fouthern and moll: we1h:rn (0-

lonleselfily would, fuppolc a [mall tract of bnd 
were .lffigned to every Negroe f.untly, anJ they 
obliged to live upon aQd improve it, (when nor 
l1ired out to work for the white pcople) this 
would cncotlr.lge them to exert their abilities. 
Imd become indullnous Cubjects. Hence, both 
\11ilntcrs .lnd trtdclim:n ,",auld be plentifully fup­
plicu ..... id1 chc.uful and willtng-mwdcd bbour-

I .; en, 



[ IrS ] 

ers, much vacant land would be cultivated, tne 
produce of the country be juftly increafed, the 
taxes for the fupport of government leffened to 
the individuals,. by the increa[e of taxables, and 
the Negroes, inftead of being an object of ter­
rort, as they certainly muft be to the government 
where their numbers are great, would become 
interefted in their fafety and welfare. 

t The hard ufage the Negroes meet with in the plantati­
ons, and the great difproportion between them and the 
white people, will always be ajuftcaufe of terror. In Jam­
aita, and fome parts of South-Carolina, it is fuppofed that 
there are fiftecR blacks to one white. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XVI. 

AN S W E R to a miftaken opinion, that the 
warmth of the climate in the Well Inuies, will 
not permit the white people to labour there. 
No complaint of difabdity in the whites, in 
that refpeCt, in the fenlement of the il1ands. 
Idlencr~ and difeafcs prevailed, as the ufe of 
l1ave~ increafed. The great advantage which 
might accrue to the Britilh nation, if the ilave 
trade was entirely laid alide, ancl a fair and 
friendly commerce eftablifhecl through lhe 
whole: coaf!: of Africa. 

I T is frequently offered as an argument, in 
vindication of the \lfe of Negroe naves, th:\t 

the warmth of the climate in the \Vefl: J nuies 
will not permit white people to labour In the cul­
tUfe of the land; but lIpon an acquainwnce with 
the n.lture of the climate, and its effeCts upon ruch 
bboming white people, as are prudent and 
moderate in labour, .tod the ule of fpimuous 
liquors, thi will be found to be ,1 mdbken opi­
nion. Thol'i: ithnd were, at firll, wholly cul­
eiv,lreu by white men, the encouraGement they 
hen met with, for ,L long courfe of years, W,l, 

l'UChIS ocofioned ,1 gre,l[ iOcreatC of people. 
Rich Hd Ligon, in his Hlfl:ory of Rlrb,lUOCS, 
where he rdlded from the year 16+7 to 16:50, 
.b Hit .!+ ye.\f, feer the firl1 fen1eml'llr, writes, 
.. t1ut there W('rc chen fifty thouClnd [ollh on 

l " ch,lt 
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« that ifiand, befides Negroes; and that thougTl 
" the weather was very hot, yet not fo fcalding 
« but that fervants, both Chriftians and fiaves, 
" laboured ten hours a day." By other accounts 
we gather, that the white people have fince de­
creafed to lefs than one half the number which 
was there at that time; and by relations of the 
firft fettlements of the other ifiands, we do not 
meet with any cQmplaints of unfirnefs in the 
white people for labour. there, before fiaves were 
introduced. The ifiand of Hifpaniola, which 
is one of the Iargeft of thofe iilands, was at firfr 
plamed by the Buccaneers, a fet of hardy labori­
ous meH, who continued fo for a long courfe of 
years; tilJ following the example of their neigh­
bours, in the purchafe and ufe ofN egroe fiav€s. 
idlenefs and excefs prevail ing, debil i ty and difeafe 
naturally fucceeded, and have ever fince continu­
ed. If, under proper regulations, liberty was 
proclaimed through the colonies, the Negroes" 
from dangerous, grudging, na-If-fecHhves, might: 
become able, willing-minded labourers. And 
if there was not a fufficient number of thofe to 
do the neceffary work, a competent number of 
labouring people might be procured from Europe, 
which affords numbers of poor diftreffed objeCl:s, 
who, if not overworked, with proper ufage, 
might, in feveral refpeCl:s, better anfwer every 
good purpofe in performing the neceffary labour 
in the iilands, than the naves now do. 

A farther confiderable advantage might accrue 
to the Britifh nation in general, if the nave trade 
was laid afide, by the cultivation of a fair friend­
ly, and humane commerce with the Africans; 
without which, it is not pollible the inland trade 

of 
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of that country fhould ever be extended to 
the drgree it is capable of; for while the lpiric 
of butchery and making naves of each ocher, is 
promoted by the Europeans amongft the Ne­
groes, no mutual confidence can take place; 
nor will the Europeans be able to travel with. 
fafeey Into the heart of their country, to fonn 
and cement fuch commercial friendIhips and al­
liances, as might be necelTary to introduce the 
arts and fciences amongft them, and engage their 
attention to inftruCl:ion in the pnnciples of the 
Chriflian religion, which is the only fure founda­
tion of every lacial virtue. Africa has about ten 
thoufaml miles of fea coaft, and extends in depth 
near thrce thoufand miles from eaft to wea, and 
as much [rom norch to fouth, flored with vall: 
rreafures of matenals, neceffary for the trade 
nnd manufactures of Great-Britain ; and from its 
cJlm.lte. and the fruitfulnefs of its foil, capable, 
under proper management, of producing, In the 
greatdl pknty, molt of the commodities which 
are imported into Europe from thofe parts of 
America fubject to the Englifh governmentt; 
aod as, 10 rc:wrn, they would take our manu­
Ltctures, the advantages of this trade would loon 
become 10 gre.lt, that it is eviJent thiS fl1bject 
merits the regard and attention of the govern­
mcnt. 

:t See not~, page 91. 
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QYERIES propofed, in the U ni verfal Dictio­
nary of Trade and Commerce, by M A L ACHY 

POSTLETHWAIT, who was a Member of the 
African Committee. 

1. Whetherfo extenlive and populous a coun~ 
try as Africa is, will not admit of a far more 
extenlive and profitable trade to Great Bri tain. 
than it yet ever has done? 

II. Whether the people of this country, not­
withftanding their colour, are not capable of 
being civilized, as well as great numbers of the 
Indians in America and Alia have been? and 
whether the primi tive inhabitants of all coun­
tries, fo far as we have been able to trace them, 
were not once as favage and inhumanized as the 
Negroes of Africa? and whether the ancient 
"Britons themfelves, of this our own country. 
were not once upon a level with the Africans? 

III. Whether, therefore, there is not a pro­
bability that this people might, in time, by 
proper management in the Europeans, become 
as wife, as induftrious, as ingenious, and as hu­
mane, as the people of any other country has 
done ? 

IV. Whether their rational faculti es are not, 
in the general, equal to thofe of any other of 
the human fpecies; and whether they are not, 
from experience, as capable of mechanical and 
manufactoral arts and trades, as even the bulk 
of the Europeans? 

V. Whether 
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v. Whe ther it would not be more to the in­
tueft of all the European nations concerned in 
the trade to Africa, rather to endeavour to cul­
tivate a friendly, humane, and civilized com­
merce with thofe people, into the very center of 
t heir extcnded country, than to content them­
felves only with fkimming a trifling portion of 
trade upon the [ea coail: of Africa? 

Vr. Whether the grcateil: hindrance and ob­
flrutl:ion to the Europeans cultivating a humane 
and Chriftian-likc commerce with chofe popu­
lous countries, has not wholly proceeded from 
(hat unju{r, inhumane, and unehriftian-like traf­
fic, c,dlt:d the Slave <frade, which IS carried on 
bX the Europeans? 

VII. Whether this tmde, and chis only, was 
not the primary caufe, lind l1ill continues to be 
the chief caufe, of thofe eternal and inceirant 
broils, quarrels, and animofities, which fubfifl: 
betwecn the Negroe princes and chiefs; and 
confrquently thofe eternal wars which fub{iO: 
nmong them, ami which they arc induced to 
carryon, in order to make prifoners of one an­
other, for the fake of the Slave Trade? 

V 11 I. Whethcr, if trade was carried on wi th 
them for a rencs of years, as It has been With 
mort other f'.!v.lge countnes, and the Europeans 
g.we no eocotlngement whatever to the Slave 
Trade, thole crud wars among the bl.lcks would 
not ccafc, ,lnci a f.m and honourable commerce: 
in time take pl.lce throughout the whole coun­
[ry i 

L'. Whether the example of the Dutch, ill 
the Eafl: Indies, who hJ.v<: civilized innutnnJ.ble 
f [hc n.\tives, and brdught them to the Eoro­

pCJIl 
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pean way of cloathing, &c does nor gi ve rl!a .. 
fonable hopes that thefe fuggeftions are not 
vifionary, but founded on experience, as well 
as on humane and Chriftian-like principles? 

X, Whether commerce in general has not 
proved the great means of civilizing all nations, 
even the moft favage and brutal; and why not 
the Africans ? 

XI. 'Whether the terri tories of thofe European 
nations, that are interefted in the colonies and 
plantations inAmerica, are not populous enough, 
or may not be rendered fa, by proper encourage­
ment given to matrimony, and to the breed of 
foundling infants, to fupply their refpective co­
lonies with labourers, in the place of N egro,e 
flaves? 

XII. Whether the Britilh dominions in gene­
ral have not an extent of territory fufficient to 
increafe and multiply their inhabitants; and 
whether it is not their own fault that they do 
not increafe them fufficiently to fupply their 
colonies and plantations wjrh whites inftead of 
blacks? 

EXTRACT, 
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E XTRACT of a Let ter from H arry Ga.lldy 
of Briilol, formerly a C~ptain in the Afri­
can Trade, to W illiam Dillwyn of Wal­
thamilow, dated 26th of 7th Month 1783 ' 

cr I wrote thee a few lines the 8th, in reply 
to thine of the 3d infbnr, intending to anfwer 
thy poflfcript, concerning the African Traue, 
another opportunity. Sinee then I have care­
fully pcrukd Anthony Benezet's Tratl:s on that 
fubjetl:: whil!l re;lliing them, I felt fueh reflec­
tions Hift: as I never expcrlenced before, doubt­
leis oWing to my formtrly being Iefs convlncc;d 
of the iniquity of ,Ouch ,\ traffic than I am now. 
I lis Treatiles appear to me incontrovertible, 
and fupponnl by good authori ty. W honer 
ft:-ads them, :lnu remal11S In{tonfibk of [he unpa­
ralleled Inju(bce of fuch a trade, mufl: require 
rOl11ething more than proof, and argulllt'nts to 

break the callous membrane of Ill, obdurate 
heart, Tholll:!h the love of f!.dl1 hJS blen the 
only inn'novt' to it, and tXJ1Ppk, ,\uthorifed 
by human law~, has nlit'l1fibly led l\\any to en­
gage in It, yet, on [lith thong fuggttlions of 
It InJtdlice and J.ullcntabk elldh, m.ln}" I truft, 
who, like myt::]f, once approved, wotdd not 
only lntL1ntlyded'lle It, but eJrnrt I)' contribute 
their t'nde.lvollrs to ,\boldh It, and lubfl:itllte in 
it" [had, .1 cOl11l11ercl.ll corrlpondenLt: with the 
j\frie,lOs, bY.\11 eXdl1n",C "I C01ll1l10UltIC;, on 
toclal ,\flJ friendly pllIlClf les; whl\ h 1 conceive 
m.w be done to great lllUfU,d ldv.lnt \ ~t', Be­
fon; I h.ld .lttentlvelv re pended the lhov -men­
tIoned trads, I tbouJht (oiS 1 hlJHed 111 l11y lltl: 

letter) 



[ 126 ] 

letter) I had fomething to communicate that 
mighr....throw a little light on this intereiting fub­
jeCt; but the many correCt defcriptions of the 
coafr, and interior parts of Africa, its fertility 
and produce, as well as of the genius, temper, 
and difpolition of the inhabitants, contained in 
them, have induced me to think fo contempti­
bly of what I had to offer, that I am now almofi: 
a{hamed to mentIOn it. 1 {hall therefore re­
duce what I had in view to the few following 
r.tm rks and occurrences. 

Strongly prepoffdfed with a roving difpofition 
when very young, I embraced the fiffr opportu­
nity that prefented of going to lea from this city, 
and foon afterwards was perfuaded, for the fake 
of better wages, to go to London, where I {hip­
ped myfelf on board a fmall fnow, belonging 
to the African Company, John Bruce Com­
mander, bound to the river Gambia i about 20Q 

miles up that river we got our cargo, conlifring 
of 190 naves, whereof upwards of lOO were 
remarkably frout men, {hackled and handcuffed 
two and two together. They meffed, as ufual, 
twice a day on deck; at which times we always 
frood to arms, pointed through the barricado, 
as well to deter as fupprefs an infurrection, if 
attempted. Notwithfranding this precaution, it 
fo fell out, foon after our leavlOg the coafr, that 
fome of the men naves privately loofed their 
manacles, and rofe at noon day i and although 
our people immediately difcharged their loaded 
mufkets among them, yet they quickly broke 
open the barricado door, fOJ ced the curlafs from 
the centry, and after a few minutes contefr wit.h 
our people, cleared the quarter-deck of them, 

who 



1 27 ] 

who retreated as they could up the fhrouds into 
t he tops . During this confliCt, I was fitting 
quire abaft, on one of the n:ern hen-coops, fhifc ­
ing my doaths: the fight a larmed me exceed­
ingly, fo that I knew not what to do, nor where 
to go; to advance was certain death , and to 
retreat feemed impoffible. In tillS dilemma I 
looked over the (tern , if haply 1 might fee a. 
rope fit to fllrpend me there OLl[ of their fight ; 
(or either they had not yet fcen me, or if they 
had , did not think me worth their notice: how­
ever, by thiS means 1 [.lW the cabin windows 
were opcn, llnd immt'dl~ltdy gOing that way 
into it, told Captain Bruce, who was then ex­
m:mely ill In bed, that the Negrol:s hJd driven 
the people all aloft, llnd taken the vell!:!. On 
this Ilirprizing news, the Capt.lin got up, weak 
as he was, and went with me to a loaded arm­
chell: In the lkerJge, where alii) lay one of our 
men very Ill: he I il,ewilc got lip, and with the 
Capt,1in and 1llyl~lf took, each of liS, a loaded 
piece, firll rt'I11<,ving the I<lddcr to prevent the 
Negroes cOllling uown. By this tllne they had 
CUfl"ollmlcll the companIon, and being rupplied 
with hlllrts of wood Ollt of the hohl, by the 
way of the 1l1-1l[1 deck, thty threw them down 
iH us, as opportunity permitted. On the other 
h:tnd, we three In trt: It erage fired at them, as 
often as we could, from lo<~dnl pieces t<!l ' ell out 
of the ann-chelL By tillS me.lnS, oftcn repeat­
,'d , I\uny loon 1.1Y UC;,lJ abolit the compJnion ; 
and tholt: who h''1'I'ened to be fettered with 
them, not belng .Ible to get awaY, f cDurle 
Ih MCtl the Cline tolte: this at kngth Co IOtlll1l­

J.lted the n:lt, lhat they quitted the quarter-
deck, 



[ 12& ] 

deck, which we direCl:ly mounted, and beinO' 
joined by the reft of our company from alof~ 
the Captain ordered us to fire a volley among 
the th ickeft of the Negroes, on which the fur­
vivors fled and concealed themfelves as they 
could. As foon as this bloody piece of buil_ 
nefs was over, a no lefs dreadful fcene enfued: 
the Captain having ordered every wounded (lave 
to be brought on deck, direCted the Doaor to 
examine the wounds, and wherever he pro­
nounced a cure improbable, the poor wounded 
creature was ordered to jump into the fea, which 
many of them did with all feeming chearfulnefs, 
and were drowned; fome only deilring to take 
leave of thofe they were to be thus parted from, 
and then alfc plunging into the water without 
the leaft apparent reluctance. This deliberate 
clofe of the horrid builnefs appeared to me, 
young and thoughtlefs as I was, more £hocking 
than the former part of it. Another piece of 
cruelty committed on board that fnow, I may 
alfo mention, though out of the order of time, 
as it happened fome time before the infurreCtion 
which I have related. One of the men (laves 
being fufpeCted of exciting mhers to rebel, was 
therefore feparated from his companion; and 
being !hackled and hand-cuffed ilngly, his feet 
were made faft to the ring bolt, and the burton 
tackle hooked in the bolt of his hand-cuR's: 
with that purchafe, he was fo ftretched in a per­
pendicular pofture, as nearly to di(locate every 
joint; and in this inhuman manner, expofed 
{laked to all the £hip's crew, each of whom was 
at liberty to fcourge him as they pleafed; nor 
was he taken down till he was almoft dead, and 

thell 
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then was thrown overboard. The confequence 
ofrueh mifcondutl:, and of the inlurretl:ion, was 
that, of the 190 /laves brought from the coaft~ 
only 90 arrived in Barbadoes. This I think 
was in the year 1740. 

My next voyage to the coaft of Africa was 
from the Wdl-Indies, in 1757, on board a brig 
J then commmded, to the river Gambia, and 
from thence to Gorce, De Lors Wands, Sierra­
it:un, &c. On my return, I was particularly 
cMcful to treat the naves with all pomble ten­
demers, as well from ruch a propenlity in my-
1~lf, as to give them a favourable opinion of us 
who were Ilude Inllrumental to their captivity. 
And although many of them died by Jiforder9 
incident to fueh clofe confinement, I only loll: 
two of them by other means; which happened 
thus :-One nIght, when at feJ, an attempt was 
m<1de by lome of the men Ibves to get their 
irons of]- I being infonm'd of it, 1 ordered an 
officer down to e;.lnltne them, with direel:tof1S, 
if he round anv Inure, to lend them on deck. 
!\ccordiJ1gly two nOllt men. who hall got t!le 
fetter" otf their feet, were rent up with their 
h.lnd cuffs 011. Theli: I ordlTcd to the otLer 
fltle of the dt'd;:, UJ1til further Ce3rch W,15 madc 
below, Intt:ndlng only In I-ecure tht"fll 10 ~~ to 
ptevent luch .In .ltterllpt III fllture I but In a lew 
Illlnlltcs afterwards, to my r,r,.lt I-urpnzc, thay 
plunged Into rhe k.l to~,tther, and wuc dro\\ '1-

(:d, J10lwithfLlndlllg "II pul1iblc means were ukd 
(0 IIYC lh(m. 

l\ly tlmd .Inti l.ltl voy,'gc tl' Ar[1':.1, Wl~ Jlfo 
frolll the 'Yen-Indio. In 17Dl, ,n a rll-'W, of 
\\l1lch I WIS l\1.ltt .. r, hut nothIng lhlrc lilt I~ l 
()ccurred dUrIng it, t 1111 til It. J' UIU d, I Ie,lt 
mlfl) 01 the poor n.H'e~ tlln'"gh lid'fl.l-. 

~ In 
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In there two laft voyages, many months being 
fpent on the coaft, 1 had frequent opportunities 
of going into the country, and once went fur­
ther up one of the branches of Sierraleon River, 
than I believe was ever before dane by any Eu­
ropean. From that excurfion, and what I have 
pbfcrved in other parts, I am fully convinced 
of the peculiar richners of the foi l, the great 
civilIty of its interior inhabitants, and their ex­
emplary modefty and innocency; inftances 
whereof I faw with pleafure and admiration. 

A fix and twenty years refidence in the \Veft­
Indies gave me a full opportunity of knowing 
the cruelties exercifed there on the !laves, having 
in the way of trade frequenied almoft all the 
Engliili i!lands, and fome of the Dutch, French, 
and Spanifh. I can therefore confidently af­
firm, that the accounts given by Anthony Be­
nezet, and other writers quoted by him, are by 
no means exaggerated, but rather iliort of what 
I have many times feen with horror and deep 
concern. I do not remember his mentioning 
any thing of examination by torture, which is 
commonly made by thumb-fcrews, and lighted 
matches fecured between the fingers, which oc­
cafions fuch exquifite pain, that many I believe 
have been thereby induced to accufe themfelves 
falrel)" and fo fuffered death in preference to 
the continuance of fuch extreme anguifh. Pre­
vious to execution, in fome parts, the con­
demned criminal is frequently carried on a !ledge 
about the town, and at every public place burnt 
in the arm with a hot pair of crooked iron tongs, 
formed to the {hape of the arm; and fo to the 
place of execution, where he is either broke on 
the wheel, or his hands, feet, or head chopped 
off, according to the nature of the offence. For 

trivia~ 
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trivial crimes, [uch as being ab[ent from muf­
ter, petty theft, Owrt defertion, or the like, 
the {lave committing it is obliged to lie fht, 
with hi~ bdly on the ground, ane! naked; and 
if he offc:rs to (hr, he is [0 ftaked down that he 
cannot move. While in this extended pol1:uret 

the execlitioner, l1:anding at a conliderable di[­
(,\llI.:e, and having a whip with a long Iafh, madtl 
of hide rcmarkal>ly twdteJ and knotted, glve~ 
the offender as many (hokes as he is [uppofed 
to tldel Vt, and it1l11ctimes [0 feverely applied, 
th.Lt every onl' m,d<es ,1n inelGon. Thtfe cruel 
barb'lfities are cxercdtd upon them under the 
(lllelion of IIW, which Jilgl'lce hUlnanlty. The 
Inert' [t'ut,d of them, as C01l1mltted by a people 
undn the (Ill tlll,ln name, IS painful. But the 
evils oj' thiS traLlt', and Its confeguent flavery, 
trt Indenl lllcre .re(~ to a d('grce of enormity 
that ('.dl, .\loud for the interpolition of Govern­
n1t'nt; wJ I cJ.nnot therd(He but lincereiy with) 
tlllt in whHever 111mb the Important talk of 
felorllllllg them I\l;(y prOVidentially toll I, rhe 
(;0" of IIlncy ,IntI Julltu: tnly grant them [ue .... 
eel' \" 

F N s. 
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