














" j Inclosure 1 in No.2. 

Cape Coast, Janu(JJJ'Y 7, 1875. 

To the Queea's Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

The Memorial of the Undersigned Kings, Chiefs, Headmen, Captains, and other principal 
men of the Gold Coast Protectorate, 

Most humbly sheweth,-'-
1. THAT from time immemorial slavery and pawn-holding has existed in your 

Majesty's Protectorate on the Gold Coast. . . 
2. That since your Majesty's Government has ruled the Protectorate the system and 

practice of buying and selling slaves, and of taking pawns ih payment for debt, has been 
recognized as a lawful institution. 

3. During this period, slaves who ran away from their masters without just cause, 
unless cruelty or maltreatment could be proved on the part of their masters, were com­
pelled by your Majesty's Courts here to return to serve their master, or to dispose of 
themselves to some other persons whom such slaves preferred to serve, handing the 
amount so obtained by them, generally the amount originally paid by their masters for 
them, to their masters. If cruelty or maltreatment were proved, then the authorities 
manumitted such slaves. This course of action has never at any time been opposed by 
your Memorialists, as being in accordance with the laws and customs of the country, and 
as meeting fully the requirements of the case; and had the same method been in con­
tinuance, your Memorialists would not have been under the necessity of approaching your 
Majesty in Council. 

4. A step in a diametrically opposite direction having, within the last few days, been 
taken by his Excellency Governor Strahan, your Memorialists are compelled most humbly 
to address your Majesty with a view to obtain redress therein, as their efforts here have 
proved most futile. 

On the 3rd November last Governor Strahan convened a meeting of the Kings and 
Chiefs of the western districts of the Protectorate in Cape Coast Castle, at which meeting 
some of your Memorialists were present, for the purpose, as they then learnt, of deliverinO' 
to them your Majesty's on the slave and pawn question, which has been 
siderably agitated of late. 

5. At this meeting, his Excellency Governor Strahan, after refusing to allow the 
Kings and Chiefs then present to retire till the next day, and thereby detaining the KinO's 
and Chiefs against their wishes and will, consented to slaves (those already bought) 
held by their masters so long as the slaves were not cruelly or badly treated, and that the 
amount paid for or advanced on any pawn could be recovered when such pawn refused to 
serve or work for her master or mistress. 

6. These conditions were accepted by the Kings and Chiefs present and the meeting 
closed. 

7. To the astonishment of your Memorialists hardly a week had elapsed ere his 
Excellency began granting manumission papers to numbers of slaves without any cause 
whatsoever being shown by them other than that the slaves were desirous of leaving their 
masters. No proof of cruelty or maltreatment was adduced; it was sufficient that the 
slaves wished to leave their owners. 

8. Your Memorialists thereupon petitioned Governor Strahan on the subject, drawing 
his Excellency's attention to some of the evils likely to arise out of such proceedings, to 
the conditions he had granted them at the said meeting, and to the fact of his having now 
ignored those terms . 

. To this petition the only reply your Memorialists were able to obtain from Governor 
Strahan was that on the 1st of January instant, his Excellency sent for such of the Kings 
and Chiefs as were in town to meet him at Government House; the Kings were sent for 
one by one. _ 

9. The King of Abrah, because he declined saying anything in the absence of the other 
petitioners, was locked up by the orders of Governor Strahan in one of the rooms in 
Government House for upwards of an Qour or two; and several others detained at 
Government House and not permitted to leave 'for some time, although they had had an 
interview with his Excellency, and were desirous of retiring to their several residences. 
These arbitrary mef).sures were adopted by his Excellency simply because the Kings and 
Chiefs then present stated the truth as regards the conditions granted them at the meeting 
of the 3rd November, and because they informed Governor Strahan that at that meeting 
he had not given them to understand that slavery was absolutely and for ever abolished . 

.. Vide Peti'tion in No. 11 
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In. HIl!1 (10\('1'110'" lrllhllll infortl\!'d fh( J mg lind C)hif'ri {hilI h" W()IIlrl nl)t Ii tr'f, 
tI ,'" t r\ll,. Ile it \\;1 thl \\i, 11 or YOIII' 1\fnj(I, t Ihnl Hlnv( I'Y IIr)lIld Ilf III, IJIII/"'Y HIIII f~}r 
n'" ;holi.hul, 111l'rc wOl1ld lu1\( hn'll till H('r(' ity {Ol ' U p..titi'JIl "r fil, t 'nor of fh' fin' 

111 lo"ul tn ha\'(' h\\'11 nrldn· ... ~('r1 In hilll; hllt,1\ it \\:l fJ, hI :lVI ' filII 1 fr.rnoriaJil'it t'l 

\lndl'l~tand onl' Ihill~T \\ hill' \", h:\i'\ Hille(' n1'1('(\ lip to ;111011" I' . 

11. Without in an, ,,:IV :l11il1l:\(h'cdillg on tlll' rnnrilld nr hi "~ " cdl, n GV (;ov f'rn()r 

trnhan at the Illcctinrr 111 O{, (';Jt;th', \\Ii 'n 111' Ilcrllll('fl to gi ( I YOIll' J l"mrlllRli t fill Ih 
'" " '. 'I He't da, to ddiberatc mcr yOUl' l\1a,i('i'\ty'Ii'\I' ;1AI', IInri rklulnl'rI them in till' I'ott. tli thr.:y 
ohtained the nncessions .,.'rnlltccl l.h 'ttl , nnrl withol1t r('mal'! ing nn hi !! irnprisnnm nt. (If 

tllC rin~ of ,\hl'[\11 in GoYcl'llment BOllt;C n I)("nro tat('d, and IIi " rll'/<'ntilJn of rlthrT 
Kings al~d Chi fs thereat. youI' l\lemol'iali of mll8t Inn 1 1'[' rW(11fllll and hllmhly brin ' t{) 
you~ .l\Iajest.y" crious n01 ice, the conrluct f f;()V 'l'nor ,'hahan on I nr:h of tho {' 
occasions. 

13. It is not the dl-'sire of YOUI' l\Trmorinlists at OJ(" prcsC'nt morn '111 fi) draw a tf'ntion 
to behaviour which stl'lkes at' tlw root of on' or the 1110"t fllnclf1ml 'nlul law I)f y ur 
Majestv's KillRdom. Jet they fccl it to he their bOllnd, n duty to In'in" it ('11 orily t.o y fJ lJf 

.Ma'jcst'·'s notice, the marc tiO os from tim to tim it Ita be 'n their f(ntlln ' or mi fortlllH' 
to be placed under the rule of oflki .1 1 who app or to have no r gilI'd to law or jll ti ' " 

Your Memorialists will now proceed to lay hdorc your mo~ t rmcio I ~lajc t)' thr'ir 
grie'\'anccs. 

13, By the laws and customs of th ('oun1ryanyon who ha an buy 
sla,'es or take pawns. The slaves (clomcstiG :-Ian'.' 0- 'a iled) on twin .... bo j"ht by their 
masters, become member of their household and famili ; ther-e Ia\ ' c1 ' (' nr! to the 
heirs of their ma ter , together with th land d and oth J' prop Tty. In the ab, cncc of 
direct heirs, the sla,'es succced to their rna, tcr~; and nllmb( r, of p oplc- lilly ~ -male lave 
and take them to wife with a vicw to the children :;;0 be"'otten inhcl itill" in pr fercDce to 
tpose had of a frce woman. 

14. So long a the slaves remain with their ma ter', the latter ar ound to maiotain, 
support, clothe, and feed them; when they are d irou ' of marryitl!!, the rna tcr hayc to 
undergo the expense; when ick, thc ma tel's pay for the attendance of doctors j if the 
masters own plantations, the sla\'c have . t day to work for th m, el\'l! and their 
masters; the slaves have their debt paid by their ma t rs ; in hort. the lave are treated 
by their masters a are theil' maternal branch of th ir fami lic \\' hare contradi. tin .... ui b d 
from the paternal. 

15. Slaves when cruelly 01' badly treated arc entitled to theil' emancipation; tho e 
deserting their masters, without just eau e, mu t di po. of them ' ch' to th ' P r on they 
would like best to serve, and hand over the sum sO obtain d by them to their late 
masters. Slaves can obtain their freedom 011 paying to their ma tm" 'what may be decided 
to be a reasonable sum; and when thcy bccome l1l'ir to th il' mn tcr the de cent run ' in 
the same manner. All other laws and customs regarding s!a\'c. arc of but a cconda!'), 
nature, such as the liability of the masters for their funera l expen c. , &c. Pawns, on tbc 
otber hand, can leave their owners as soon as they arc in a pOt'ition to l' deem them elve ; 
they may have a few additional items of expense to pay, and a small um for acb child 
that they may have in their owners' houses when leaving. At time when the moneys 
advanced on pawns, when of the feminine gender, arc turned into dowry mone", by the 
owners marrying such pawns themsclves, when the pawn cea e to be ueh, . 

15. Instances of cruelty and maltrcatment are exccediIlCl'ly rur , han]]y on the 
average, among so large community of slave and pawning holding people, of twenty or 
fifty during the year. 

16, Years at times elapse without a single instance of cruelty or maltr utment bing 
clearly established or brought forward, for the simple reason that the owncrs of slave and 
pawns know that such conduct will cost them the moneys so paid for such pawns and 
slave~ besides something else in the shape of fine or imprisonment; and this has been 
hithertofore, and will continue to be, a sufficient guarantee for the protection of slaves 
and pawns, Therefore, your Memoralists considered it to bc no hardship of an exces ive 
nature for them to c( 'nsent (wrung out of them as it was) to the conditions granted to 
them by Governor St: . .'ahan on the 31'd November last, to which they now regret to find he 
had no intention of adhering, 

17. In the first place, before bringing to your Majesty's notico some of tho evils th 
measures that Governor Strahan has adopted are likcly to create, your Memol'ulists must 
be permitted most humbly to statc that they cannot accept tho view that the Into wl\r was 
a war of their own. The British forces fought more to uphold and mninto.in the digni.ty 
of th British Empire than in defence of the people of the Gold Coast, whom your 

'0] C 
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Majesty has been pleased to take under your Majesty's gracious protection. Your 
Memorialists, nevertheless, have the highest sense of gratitude and loyalty towards your 
Majesty for the deep interest and concern that it has pleased you to evince towards them 
in saving them from the hands of a cruel and sanguinary foe. 

18. Large sums of money are, and have been, annually expended in the buying, 
support, and maintenance of slaves from time immemorial up to the date of the promulga­
tion of Governor Strahan'S Proclamation of the . 17th November last; as large sums have 
been spent in the taking of pawns; and these sums of money were the proceeds of earnings 

. hardly obtained. Now ·Governor Strahan informs your Memorialiste, directly contrary to 
the concessions he granted them, that slavery is for ever abolished, and that the immense 
sums of money expended by the ancest.ors of your Memorialists and by themselves are to 
be lost for ever, without any compensation or return from the slaves in any shape, degree, 
or form, although the value of their slaves alone, leaving aside the pawns, would more than 
double the amount expended by your Majesty's Government during the recent campaign. 

19. The upshot of this measure is that the krooms, villages, and plantations of your 
Memorialists are now being deserted; pawns as well as slaves are leaving them in conse­
quence of Governor Strahan's Proclamation; the pawns contending, rightly or wrongly, 
that if slaves who can succeed to their master's property are emancipated, they see no 
reason why they should not in like manner be discharged. The result will be that, in the 
course of a few weeks, the palm oil and other produce trade of the country will be at a 
standstill; no hands will be available to work the palm oil and other plantations; many a 
poor man and woman will be deprived of his or her means of support, and left to die of 
starvation in the interior; to make away with his or her life, as has already occurred; or 
to commit some deed of violence. The slaves themselves will infest the highways and 
render travelling in the interior parts of the country, where the police do not penetrate, 
highly dangerous; deeds of robbery and violence will be of every day occurrence; and the 
possibility of a collission between the emancipated slaves, who will be attempting such 
deeds, and their masters become exceedingly imminent, These are evils of a secondary 
cIass; the commercial prosperity of the country stands first and foremost. . 

20. Since Governor Strahan commenced giving manumission papers to any slaves 
who chose to apply for them, numbers of slaves and pawns who belong to the Ashantees 
who came down here to trade, have been seized by the authorities here, and set free. 
These men, women, and boys were sent and brought down as carriers, to take back the 
goods that their masters would purchase here to Ashantee, in the absence of railways, 
trains, tramways, canals, and the thousand and one other facilities obtainable in civilized 
countries. These people being seized upon, how are the Ashantee traders to carry away 
the goods purchased by them? And is this an inducement to other Ashantees to come 
down here to traffic? This will be a deathblow to the trade of t.he Protectorate with 
Ashantee, paralyze the commerce thereof, and ere long bring about another invasion of the 
country by the Ashantees, who, rather than sumit to any such measures, will stake all on 
the cost of a die. These people, who are hrought down by traders from the interior, are 
either slaves or pawns, and such a line of policy, where the Government cannot control 
the internal polity and economy of Ashantee and its dependencies, will surely prevent any 
Chief or trader coming near the Protectorate with his people, for the purposes of trade, 
and this is the outspoken intention of the Ashantees now in town; irrespective of which 
it will be worth considering the effect this measure will have on the revenue of the Protec­
torate, when legitimate commerce will have received so severe a check. Our proprietary 
rights in our slaves, and pawns as well, have been completely set aside by Governor 
Strahan's course of action, which is not at all in conformity with the compromise he 
guaranteed or granted us; and whilst knowing the abhorrence your Majesty and the 
British nation have for slaY'ery in any shape, degree, or form, your Memorialists feel 
convinced that your Majesty in Council will not, after the conditions granted by your 
Majesty's Representative, abolish at once and for ever a custom of immemorial prescrip­
tion, wound up and interwoven as it is with all the habits, laws, customs, and usages of 
their society, when such evils may and will readily flow from such a hasty measure. 

21. .The emancipation of slaves, in the manner now proclaimed by GoverLor Strahan 
leaves the slave-holding popUlation impoverished; they are deprived of the services of 
their slaves, without means being placed at their command to hire and obtain the services 
of free m~n. The slaves themselves have no landed property; they have no village. or 
kroom to which they can claim a right to reside in. Governor Strahan's line of actIOn, 
whatever the Proclamation may say to the contrary, is an invitation to slaves to leave 
their masters; and, as such, it has been accepted and is acted upon; and will undoubtedly 
precipitate a complete breaking up of native society, and bring about the entire collapse of 
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trade. Families, households, krooms, villages, and towns, are now being broken up, and 
the effect that this step will have on the country in the course of a few months, corumer~ 
cially and socially, will be something fearful to contemplate. 

22. In the face of the concessions granted by Governor Strahan, if it is proposed to 
entirely abolish slavery on the Gold Coast, your Memorialists would most respectfully and 
humbly urge their claims to compensation at your Majesty's hands for the breaking up of 
their homes and fami}ies, krooms, villages and towns, the loss of the services of their 

, slaves and pawns, their plantations, which will become and are being ruined for the want 
of hands to cultivate them, and the immense sums expended by them in the purchase, 
support, and maintenance of those slaves, whom they bought and retained under the 
cognizance of your Majesty's authorities here who had recognized the institution as a 
lawfulone. 

Your Memorialists would also call attention to the fact that, although the Proclama­
tion issued by Governor Strahan bears date the 17th December last, yet it was not 
promulgated in Cape Coast till the ;30th day of December, the day on w~ich your 
Memorialists forwarde~ the said Petition to his Excellency; the first intimation they had 
of the existence thereof was after they had sent in to Governor Strahan tbe said Petition, 
when they learnt that a Proclamation in reference to the slave and pawn question was 
being placarded about tOWII. Whether any information had reached his Excellency 
previous to the Petition being presented to him, that your Memorialists were about 
forlVarding a Petition or not on the subject-matter of the Proclamation that led to its 
publication, after it had been about two weeks in readiness, your Memorialists cannot 
say; but they would most humbly draw your Majesty's attention thereto. 

23. Your Memorialists, therefore, pray that your most gracious Majesty in Council 
may be pleased to order the Proclamation bearing date the 17th December, 1874, issued 
by Governor Stra~an, on the slave and pawn question, to be annulled and cancelled; 
and the Ordinances of the 17th December, 1874, repealed, in so far as neither of them 
are in the terms of the conditions granted them by Governor Strahan on the 3rd November 
last; and that an Ordinance, containing the terms and provisions as conceded to, and 
obtained by them on the 3rd November, 1874, be issued and passed; and that all slaves 
who have since obtained their emancipation , contrary to the terms and conditions so 
granted, your Memorialists, on the said 3rd November, 1874, be ordered to return to 
their masters, and to the villages, krooms, and towns they have deserted, unless they can 
prove cruelty or maltreatment; or, in case your Majesty should be pleased to give your 
gr,cious assent and allowance to the said Ordinances, that your Majesty will graciously 
order that compensation be granted and paid your Memorialists for the loss of the value 
of their slaves and pawns, the deprivation of their services, the ruin of their plantations, 
and the breaking up of their homes and families, krooms, towns, and villages, and for the 
absolute and unconditional emancipation of their slaves, and tbe release and discharge 
oftheir pawns; and your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[Here follow 86 signatures and marks.J 

Inclosure 2 in No.2. 

Petition to his Excellency Governor Strahan, dated December 00, 1874. 

rSame as Inclosure in No. 1.J 

Indosure 3 in No.2. 
Sir, Accra, January 2, 1875. 

I HA VE the honour to report, for his Excellency's information, that quietness, good 
order, and a spin: of obedience to the laws and to the orders of the Government prevail 
throughout this district. \ 

~ith reference to the recent abolition of slavery on the Gold Coast, and to the 
workmg of the scheme of emancipation, enunciated by his Excellency, it may not be out 
of place to make a few short remarks, which, I may observe, are not based upon conjecture 
or forecast, but are founded upon actual observation and experience. 

1. Touching the peace and quietness of the country, I have to report that the present 
can favourably compare with any other period preceding the abolition. 

2. That trade and industry have in no way been inimically influenced. 
3. T . the natives do not appear to· be anxious as to the present, or uncertain or 

despondin to the future. 
C2 
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4. That, as far as Accra is concerned, houses are being erected by the natives, and 
new native stores are 'being opened-. 

5. That no ties have been sundered save, those that from their repugnancy to the 
servitor were a blight on his energies, of little value to the served, absolutely baneful in 
their influence on the community at large, and prejudicial to the moral and material 
progress of the country. 

Lastly, to use his Excellency's own words retrospectively, no household has been 
rui ed, no family has been broken up. 

Trusting that his EXgellency will not deem it amiss in my thus recording my 
experience of the working up to the present of the recent abolition of slavery. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) V. SKIPTON GOULDSBURY, 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Cape Coast. 

No.3. 

Acting Cipil Commandant, Accra. 

Governor Strahan to the Earl oj Carnarvon.-(Received February 6.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Coast, January 8, 1875. 
WITH reference to my despatches of the 3rd January and of the 8th January,· I 

have the honour to forward to your Lordship the accompanying document just received 
which is of a similar character to the inclosures of the despatches above quoted. 

2. I may add that the persons whose names purport to be appended to this Petition 
are entirely unknown to me. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. C. STRAHAN. 

Inclosure in No.3. 

Cape Coast, January 7, 1875. 

To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

. The humble Petition of the Undersigned ladies of the Gold Coast Protectorate: 

Most respectfully sheweth, 
THA T on the 3rd day of November last, his Excellency Governor Strahan convened 

a meeting in the Castle here of the Kings and Chiefs of the western districts of the 
Protectorate. I 

A t this meeting, after his Excellency had delivered to the· said Kings and Chiefs 
your Majesty's message on the slave and pawn question, his Ex'cellency informed the 
Kings and Chiefs that, although no more slaves were to be purchased or sold and no more 
pawns to be taken in payment for debt, yet no slave could leave his master or mistress 
unless there was proof of cruelty or malteatment, when such slave would be entitled 
to his or her freedom, and that the amount for which any person was pawned, could be 
recovered on such person refusing to serve. These conditions were granted the said 
Kings and Chiefs without their having the opportunity of coming into town and ascertaining 
the views of the community on ths subjeGt for the purpose of submitting same for your 
Majesty's consideration. 

To the no small surprise of your Petitioners, they now find and learn that his 
Excellency Governor Strahan has since been emancipating a number of their slaves on 
their: application to be set free without any inquiry into the cause of such application, so 
long as the slaves declared that they would no longer serve their masters. 

To your Petitioners this policy of Governor Strahan's is an excessive hardship. The 
whole of your Majesty's Petitioners more or less hold slaves and have pawns, whom they 
have bought with the fruits of their labours. This measure will be to deprive your 
Petitioners of the services of such slaves and pawns, and reduce them to a state of 
poverty. , 

Free labour is hardly obtainable on the Gold Coast, arid generations must pass away 
ere such a market can be created and established here; therefore, to divest tile slave and 

'" Nos. 1 and 2, 
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p,~" II-Iwlding l'I111\111Ulli1\ 01 Ilwil' PI'op"il'iliry l'i r;hf1 ill Ilwir f lav('fj tlild pHwnlf, will 1,1) to 
I'l't':ltt~ 1i\\0h n dil'll'tlplio\l or' 11\11lily nnd IWIJ i'lchold tl"M, 1.0 bl'lll p; "Imllt. Hl lrh a IItngnutirm (It 
II'alle 10 plIL :-'\1(,h II l'Iud{kl\ , Inppn:'c 10 til{' ellltivn1.iotl of' pHlrll oil fll1d nthc;r plfl11tf .tlon." 
n~ wdl a~ (t) olh\'1' '\~'I'ICtJlI\tl'ill plll'l'IlIi l ~, h 'Hid 'Ii hr(,fJl<ln p; 111' kr(Jorn~ lind vil1f1g('M, II will 
lw awful to 'onklllplult\ C\'('l1 if llwl.tl'r llo.; 11m ' no worHC IL f{ 'llturf'. 

YonI' pdiliolll'I'H bought these HIllV ' wil h 111(' vi!'w of rnakinf5 hem, 11'1 thr;y fir', 
111 '1lI1wl's of theil' hou~choldl'l alld farnili ~H. Ther(' iii 110 diHlin ·tion 'Worth "P 'fli<ing of 
hcL\\l't'll such slavl's and the 111 'mbcrs of those families to whi h th '\' b'lon". Jt. is tru~ 
th'lt the 111 nin! ~ 'rvices of the households fall to tbern fI'l tlw ~ hare 'of I he duti .~ allal! 'd 
to thclll as 11l mbel's of such famili 'R, but that is no f(r 'at 'r hardship thnn Huch aa ·rvant.!! 
ill ci\-ilizcd countric have to und rgo. In return ror ueb rvie' th· III aves ~rc muin­
h~ill d, supported, fcd, and clothed by th'ir ma t l' , th -i l' d ·bt ar' pflid for f h(·rn, and 
they have innumerable othel' advanta e~ a~ fflll not to th· lot of m 'niHI in othc·t more 
fm-oUl'ed countries. 

The sy tem and practice dat s from time immemorial, and for Govr.rnor 'trahan to 
endeuyour tim sudd nly and unconditionally to cek to aboli5h it for ever will, your p ,ti . 
tioners fcal', create complication a yet unforc ·ccn. The injury, your petitioner would 
respectfully submit, the O"ri vous wrong thu done to the who I . community f the old 
Coast Protectorate by Governor trahan in the fac of th condition. granted by him to 
the Kings and Chief: on the.' 3rd November la t, und in dir ct oppo ition t the terrn then 
mentioned, if not speedily remedied will make its If fclt h 're both comm 'r ially and poli­
tically, as well a ocially. It will in a III a ur caus pawn al 0 to ·k for their I' 1 e 
and discharge a unconditionally a tbe lave have obtained th ir freedom, it they have 
not the same advantage' and privile<rc n have th . lav. - Th 'y will refu· . any 1 neer to 
serve; and a the majority of them have pawned tb m ' he. l' ha'" be 'n pawned for debt 
of their OWI1, the pawnholdcr will have th ati fa ·tiou only f impri ooiog und main­
taining them whil t incarcerated, which i' but poor ti laction, and which will be but 
sinking more money in vain effort to recover the ori~innl ,um _ Thi will be the ca-c par­
ticularly with your petitioners, \\ ho will now have to p rCorm the menial duti of their 
households themselves, siuce they all have not the In ans to hirc aucl obtain theervic of 
freed men or women, and number of thcm are entirely d 'pendent on tbc el'\'lce:. of tbeir 
slaves and pawns, and have no other ource of income; cxcepting by and throu o-h uch laves 
and pawns. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, havino- heard that the aid King an d hief: have in \-ain 
petitioned his Excellency Governor trahan on the u~icct.matt I' her ot~ nod havino­
learnt that the Kings and Chiefs of the Protectoratc are about mcmO\~ali ing your :\lajr> ty 
thereolJ, feel it to be a duty owincr to them -elve and the community of which they lonn 
no mean a part, to petition yom' Maje t),-in upport of the aid :'IIcmol'ia l, 111 the content ­
of which they heartily concur. 

Wherefore your Petitioners most humbly pray that your l\fnje ty in 'oul1cil will be 
graciously pleased to order that the Proclamation i ued by Go\'ernol' ~tl'ahan Oil the hwc 
and pawn question, bearing date the 17th Dec mbcr, 1 74, b annulled a.nd cane II p-d , 
and the Ordinances bearing same date be repealed in so far a neither of them i in the 
terms of the conditions granted by Governor Strahan to the nid l(ing and hi f on the 
3rd November last; and that an Orclinance containing the term - and provision~ n ' 
conceded to the said Kings and Chiefs be i sued and pac ed, and that all sla~" who IHwc 
since obtained their freedom contrary to the terms and condition so granted to the .King 
and Chiefs on the 3rd day of November, be ordered to return to their mllSter ,and to the 
villages, krooms, and towns which they have deserted, unless they can pro,"e cruelty or 
maltreatment; or, in case your Majesty should be pleased to give your gracious a nt an(l 
allowance to the said Ordinances, that your Majesty will graciously ordcr that compensa­
tion be granted and paid your Petitioners for the loss of the value of their slave and 
pawns, the deprivation of their services, the ruin of their plantation, and the breaking up 
of their homes and families, kromns, towns, and villages, and fOl' the absolute and uncon­
ditional emancipation of their slaves, and the release and discharge of their pawn. and 
your Petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray. 

\ 
[Here follow 2 signatur\:s and 17 marks apparently by thc samc band.] 



I 
\ 

, 

I 

12 

No.4. 

'Phe Earl of Oarnarvon to GovernoT Strahan. 

Sir, Downing Street, February 19, 1875. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 3rd January 

and Of the 8th of the same month,* transmitting and comme:~ ting upon certain petitions 
purporting to be signed, or, in most cases, to be certified by the marks of Kings, Chiefs, 
Headmen, ladie!", and others within the Gold Coast Protectorate, in which it is urged that 
the steps taken by you, in pursuance of the statement which you made on the 3rd of 
November, in last year, to the assembled Kings and Chiefs, should be annulled, and that 
the holders of slaves and pawns should be permitted to retain them unless upon proof of 
cruelty or maltreatment; or, in the event of this request not being acceded to, that 
compensation should be paid to the petitioners for the losses which they allege that they 
have sustained, or will sustain, through the operation of the Ordinances against which 
they appeal. 

I did not fail at once to observe that the composition and language of these petitions, 
which are drawn with a great -command of English, are in remarkable contrast to those 
which the persons purporting to be the petitioners are themselves in the habit of using 
when endeavouring to give expression to protests of this nature, and I cannot doubt that 
you are right in attributing these documents to some one or more of the educated Fantees, 
who have on previous occasions advocated their views on Colonial and other subjects in a 
simllar manner. -

I am led to this conclusion, in the first place, by the very clear and explieit manner in 
which you repeat the account originally given by you of your statement respecting the 
abolition of slavery, and in which you assure me that this account is corroborated by the 
unequivocal concurrence of those Kings and Chiefs whom you were able again to convene 
on the receipt of the petitions. I should, moreover, be forgetful of some important 
passages in the recent history of the Gold Coast if I did not bear in mind that on previous 
occasions (as, for example, in the case of the well-known scheme for a Fantee Confedera­
tion) some of the better educated natives have undertaken, without any sufficient authority, 
to make proposals and representations, equally well expressed with the present. which 
could be seriously entertained only if they emanated directly from the Kings and other 
persons in authority. 

I also observe that there is a remarkable similarity between the incorrect report which 
was recently sent home to this country in Reuter's telegrams of your statement of the 
3rd November respecting the abolition of slavery, and the correspoIiQing passages (in the 
1st and 5th paragraphs respectively) of the petitions now under reference. 

It would appear not improbable that the report to which I have alluded as embodied 
in the telegrams may have come from the same source as the petitions; and the 
knowledge that a particular account had been published ill England would not unnaturally 
suggest the expediency of basing any claims for consideration or compensation upon the 
statement that a similar understanding had been come to by the Memorialists. 

I need not, however, further pursue this part of the subject, because, as I have 
already intimated, it is with the Kings and Chiefs, not with irresponsible natives, however 
clever or well educated, that Her Majesty's Government must deal; and 1 cannot hesitate 
to accept unreservedly your confident statements (which, from the first, ' have been 
thoroughly consistent and unwavering) of the manner in which your declarations have 
been received and understood by the recognized authorities in the Protectorate. 

The reply which it is my duty to advise the Queen that you should be directed 
to give to the petitioners (if, indeed, there are any persons of importance remaining, after 
the explanations and repudiations which -I have received, to whom a formal reply ought 
to be given) is a very simple one. It is that, having instructed you by the command 
of Her Majesty, and as I am persuaded with the universal concurrence of the people 
of this country, to take prompt steps for the e~adication of a shameful institution from the 
Protectorate, this Government cannot for a moment listen to any arguments in favour of 
compromise or further delay. 

In their personal relations with you the Kings and Chiefs appear to have throughout 
shown a proper sen~e of the very great benefits conferred upon them by the QueeB in the 
rescue of ~heir country from invasion, and themselves from slavery and death. And I at 
once absolve them from any conscious participation in so ill-advised and unworthy a 
sentiment as that contained in the 17th paragraph of the Petition to the Queen, in which 
they are made to say that "the late war was not a war of their OWll, and that the British 

.. Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 
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forces fought more to uphold and maintain the dignity of the British Empire than in 
defence of tho people of the Go]el Con~t." 

Those words will at once \)(' generally repudiated, but they unfortunately represent 
too ('orrect!\' that. IUlilentable wn'1t of patriotism and public morality which have in timeR 
past ch.al'n('terilcd too IIH~ny of the Gold Coast natives, and have rendered it so difficult 
either to !!'Overn or to defend the FanteC's. 

You °wiJI cnuse it to be known that the Queen has received the Petition addressed to 
Hel' Majesty wit.h pain and surprise; that Her Majesty again commands you to advance 
steadily and firmly, but with all due consideration for any special circumstances, in the 
course upon which you have entered; and that she relies confidently upon the good feeling 
of the Kings and Chiefs, of which renewed evidence has been given at your late interview 
with them, and upon their cheerful consent on behalf of their people to such sacrifices as 
may be involved in the liberation of as many sla.ves and pawns as do not desire to remain 
in their present serdce. • 

It may not, perhaps, be superfluous to observe that in the same Petition in which great 
grievances are alleged and compensation is asked for. there is a long argument to prove 
that the condition of the slaves is excellent, that they receive every care and attention, and 
that instances of cruelty are exceedingly rare. On this I have only to observe that, if 
the statement is to be believed, I do not perceive the ground for the fear of any sudden 
interruption in the existing relations between master and slave. 

It rests, in fact, with those who have hither to kept persons in compulsory bondage to 
substitute for it that voluntary compact which alone can ue permitted, and which the 
Petition shows that they can make acceptable to those dependent upon them. 

The only other point to whicb I think it necessary to refer is the suggestion that 
compensation should be granted to the petitioners for the loss of their slaves and pawns. 
In your statement of the 3rd November you pointed out to the Kings and Chiefs that the 
Queen had, without assistance from the inhabitants of the Protectorate, and at a very 
great expendIture of life and mone?, delivered them from defeat and misery, that her 
object was not the repayment of any part of the money which had been expended, but 
that the return expected was obedience to the Queen's desire that slavery should be 
abolished. You will now inform the petitioners, in the same spirit, that in a.ll that has ' 
been done for them they will find more than the equivalent of such sacrifices as some of 
them may now lll! called upon to make, and that it is difficult fOl' the Queen to entertain 
seriously a request for money compensation from slaveholders who, but for her generous 
and prompt interferellce, would now be either dead or themselves subjected to a most cruel 
siavery. 

In conclusion, I have only to observe that while 1 receive with confidence your 
continued assurances of the success of the steps already taken by you, I do not forget, as I 
am 'lware that you do not, that much remains to be done before the institution which it 
has been determined to abolish can be effectively replaced by other and better provisions 
for the cultivation of the soil, the interchange of trade, and the general improvemeut of the 
native races within the Protectorate. 

I propose shortly to address to you some remarks Oli what appears to me to be the 
course generally most desirable for this eml, and I shall probably learn before long what 
ale your views on this portion of the subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 
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