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consciously they do so many things to hurt our deeper f eeling 
of loyalty and love for the race. But what can we do? Can we 
{orsJ.kc them be.:ause they hurt OUr feelings? Surely not. Pain­
ful though it may be to be interfered with anti handicapped in the 
performance of the higher sense of duty, yet we must, martyr­
like, make up our minds and our hearts to pay the price of leader­
ship_ ,,,,r e must be sympathetic, we must be forgiving, we must 
T(·ally have forbearance,s;; that when the ignorant and illiterate 
ft,How who happens to be a member of your own race stands up 
to block the passage of some cause that you believe would be 
to his benefit and to yours as a people you will be able to over­
look him, even though hl fosters his opposition with the greatest 
amount 0 f insult to your intelligence and to your dignity. 

Tbe excuse that some of our most brilliant men give for not 
identifying themselves with race movements is, that they cannot 
tolerate the interference of the illiterate Negro, who, being a mem­
ber of the same organization' will attempt to dictate what you 
should do in the interest of the race, when his act is based upon 
no deeper judgment than his like or dislike for the person he is \ 
opposing, 01' the satisfaction it would give him to embarrass the 
person he feels like opposing. :Many an able leader is lost to his 
race because of this fear, and sometimes we must admit the rea­
fonableness of this argument; but as I have said leadership means 
martyrdom, leadership means sacrifice, leadership means giving 
up one's personality, giving up of everything for the cause that 
is worth while. It is only because of that feeling that I personally 
continue to lead the Universal Negro Improvement Association, 
hecause like every other leader, I have had to encounter the op· 
position, the jealousy, the plotting of men who take advantage 
(' f the situation, siIllply because they happen to be members of 
the organization, and that we may have to depend upon their vote 
one way or the other for the good of the cause. Not that some 
.:>f us care one rO\v of pins about what the other fellow thinks, 
but when it is considered that we can only achieve success through 
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harmony and unity, then it can be realized how much one has to 
sacrifice as a leader for getting that harmony tha t is necessary 
to bring about the results that are desired. 

The White Race 

We desire harmony and unity to-day more than ever, because 
it is only through the bringing together of the four hundred 
million Negroes into one mighty bond that we can snceessfully 
pilot our way through the avenues of opposition and the oceans 
of difficulLies that scom to confront us, When it is considered 
that the great whi te race is making a herculean struggle to be­

.... ome tbe only surviving race of the centuries, and when it is 
further considered that the great yell""v race under the leadership 
of Japan is making a like struggle, then morc than ever the seri­
ousness of the situation can be realized as far as our race is con­
cerned. If we sit snpinely by and allow

l 
the great white race to 

l ift itself in numbers and in power, it wIll mean! that in another 
five hundred years this full grown race of white men will in turn ' 
cx~crnIinate the weaker race of black mon for the purpose of find­
ing enough room all this limited mundane sphere to accommodate 
th at race which will have numerically multiplied itself into many 
billions. This is the danger point. What will become of the 
Negro in another five hundred years if he does not organize now 
to develop and to protect himsel f? The answer is that he will 
be exterminated for the purpose of making room for the other 
races that will be strong enough to hold their own against the 
oppositioll of all and sundry. 

An appeal to the Intellig-entsia 

The leaders hip of the Negro of to-day must be able to 10cMe 
t he .race, and not only lor to-day but [or all times. It is in the 
desire to locate the Negro in a position of prosparity and happi 
ness in the future that the Universal Negro Improvement Asso­
dation is making this great fight fo r the race's emancipation 
overy,where and the founding of a great African govern1nent. 
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Every sober-minded Negro will ' see immediately the reason why 
we should sup.port a movement of this kind. If we w ill survive 
then it must be done through our own effort, through our own 
energy. No race of weaklings can survive in the days of to ... 
morrow, because they wi ll be hard and strenuous days fraught with 
many difficulties. 

I appeal to the higher intelligence as well as to the illiterate . 
groups of Our race. vVe must work together. Those of us who 
are better positioned intellectually must exercise forbearance with 
the illi terate and help them to see the right. If we happen to be 
members o f the same organization, and the illiterate man tries 
to embarras y<>u, do not become disgusted, but remember that 
he does it because he does not know better, and it is your duty to 
forbear and forgive because the ends that we serve a.re not of 
self, but for the higher development of the entire raee. It is on 
this score, it is on this belief, that I make the sacrifice of self to 
help this downtrodden race of mine. Nevertheless, I say there is 
a limit to human patiencr, and we should not continue to provok~ 
the other fellow against his human feelings for in doing so we may 
be b\lt bringil!g down upon our OWl! heads the pillars of the temple 
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AFRICA FOR THE AFRICANS 

For five years th e Un'iversal Negro Improvement Association 
]l a .s been ad vocatin g the cause of Africa for the Africans- that 
is, that th e Negro peoples o f the world should concentrate upon 
the obj ect o f buildin g up [o r th emselves a great natio n in Africa. 

\?!,Then w O s ta rted our p ropaganda towa rd this end several of 
the so-ca ll ed inlcllcct u<tt Negroes who have been bamboozlin'g the 
r ace for over half a ce ntury said that \Ve were crazy, that the 
N egro peopl es o f the western world were not in'te rest cd in Africa 
and could not live in Afri ca. O ne editor and leader went so far as 
to say at his so-call ed Pan-A fri can Congress that American Ne­
groes could not live in A frica, beca use thq clima te was too hot. All 
kinds o f arg uments have been adduced by these N eg ro intellec­
Lua ls aga il1s t Lh e COlol'iza tion o f A fri ca by the blaek ra ce. Some 
said that the black man would ult imately wo rk out his existence 
alongside o f th e white man in count ries fo unded a nd established 
by th e la tter\ Th erefo re, it was not necessa ry for Negroes to 
seek an independent na tionality o f their o wn, The old tim e stories 
of "A fri ca n fever," HA fr ica n bad climate," ((A fri can mosquitos," 
('Africa n savages," have been repeated by these " brai nl ess intel­
lectu als" o f ours as a scare aga inst our people in A merica and 
th o ¥/est Indi es ta king a kindly interest in th e new program o f 
building n. ra cial empire of our own in our l\fotherl and, Now 
that yea rs have rolled by a nd th e Universal Negro Improvement 
Associa tion has made th e ci rcuit o f th e wo rld with its propaganda, 
we find eminent s tatesmen a nd leaders o f the \vhit e race coming 
out bo ldly advocating th e ca use of coloni zin g A frica with the 
N egroes o f th e wes tern wo rld . A yea r ago Senator rvIacCulIum 
o( the l'vIiss issippi Legislature int roduced a resoluti on in the House 
[ 0 1· the purpose o [ petiLioning Lhe Cong ress o f the United S tates 
of A merica and the Presid ent to use their good influence in secur­
ing (rom the A llies sufl"ic ient territory in Africa in liquidation of 
the war debt, which territory should be used for the establishing o( 
on independent nation for American' Negroes. About lhe same 
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time Senator France of :rvIaryland gave expression to a similar ' 
desire in the Senate of the United States, During II speech on the 
"Soldiers' Bonus," He said: "We owe a big debt to 
Mrica and one which we have too long ignored. I neeC{ 
not enlarge upon our peculiar interest in the obligation to the 
'people of Africa. Thousands of Americans have for years been 
'contributing to the missionary ~vork which has been carried out 
Iby the noble men nnd women who have been sent out in that field 
by the churches of America." 

Germany To The Front 

This reveals a real change on the part of prominent states-' 
'men in their attitude on the African question. ([hen comes an~ 
lather suggestion from Germany, for which Dr. Heinrich Schnee,' 

/

Ia former Governor of German East Africa, is author. This Ger­
man statesman suggests in an interview given out in Berlin, and 
published in New York, that America takes over the mandatories 
of Great Britain and France in Africa for the colonization of 
American Negroes, Speaking on the matter, he says uAs regards 
the attempt to colonize Africa with the surplus American colored 
'population, this would in a long way settle the vexed problem,' 
land under the plan such as Senator France has outlin'ed, might 

/

tnable France and Great , Britain to discharge their duties to the ' 
United States, anr:! simultaneously ease the burden of German 
reparations which is paralyzing economic life," 

vVith e..xpressions as above quoted from prominent world 
'statesmen, and from the demands made by such men as Senators 
France and McCullum, it is clear that the question of African' 
nationality is n'ot a far-fetched one, but is as reasonable and feasi­
ble as was the idea of an American n'ationality, 

A "Program" At Last 

I trust that the Negro peoples of the world are nQw convin-l 
,ced that the work of the Universal Negro I mprovement Asso-, 
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cia1:ion is not a visionary onc, but very practical, and that it is 
not so far {etched, but can be realized in a short while if the en­
tire race will only co-operate and work toward the desired end. 
NoW' that the work of our organization has started to bear fruit 
we find that some of these "doubting Thomases" of three and 
(our years ago are endeavoring to mix themsclvves up with the 
popular idea of rehabilitating Mrica in the in terest of the Negro 
They are now advancing spurious ((programs" and in a short 
while will endeavor to force thcmsclvcJ upon the public as advo­
cates and leaders of the African idea. 

It is felt that those who have followed the cJ.reer of the 
Universal Negro Improvement Association will not allow them­
selves to be deceived by these Negro opportunists who have al­
ways sought to live off the ideas of other people. 

Th~ Dream Of A NegTo Empire 

It is only a quest ion of a few more years when Africa will 
be completely colonized by Negroes, as Europe is by the.white 
race. vVjhat we want is an independent African nationality, and 
if America is to help the Negro peoples of the world establish 
such a nationality, then we welcome the assistance. 

It is hoped that wheil the time comes for American and \iVest 
Indian Negroes to settle in Africa, they will realize their responsi­
bility and their duty. It will not be t o go to Africa for the purpose 
of exercising an over-lordship over the natives, but it shall be the 
purpose of the Universal Negro Improvement Association to have 
~stablished in Africa that brotherly co-operation: which will make 
the interests of tbe Afriean native and the American and West 
Indian Negro one and the same, that is to say, we shall enter 
into a common partnership to build up Afriea in the interests of 
Our race. 

Oneness Of futerests 

E verybody knows that th~re is absohitely no differenee be· 
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tween the native Mrican and the American and West Indian Ne­
groes, in that we are descendants from one conunon family stock. 
It is only a matter of accident that we have been divided an'd kept 
o.part for over three hun'dred years, but it is felt that when the 
'time has come for us to get hack together, we shall do so in the 
ispirit of brotherly love, and any Negro who expects that he will 
be assisted here, there or anywhere by the Universal Negro Im­

IIProvcment Association to exercise a haughty superiority over the 
fellows of his own race, makes a tremenduous mistake. Such men 
had better remain where they are and not attempt to become in 

,Ian), way interested in the higher development of Africa. 

The Negro has had enough of the vaunted practice of race 

~
uperiority as inflicted upon him by others, therefore he is not 
rcpared to tolerate a similar assumption on the part' of his own 
cople. In America and the West Indies, we have Negroes who 
clieve themselves so much above their fellows as to cause them 

Ito think that any readjustment in the affairs of the race should 
be placed in their hands for them to exercise a kind of an auto-

Icratic and despotic control as others have done to us for cen­
turies. Again I say, it would be advisable for such Negroes to 

t
ake their hands and minds off the now popular idea of colonizing 
t\{rica in the interest of the Negro race, because th eir being iden­
t:rficd with this new program will not in any way_help us because 
lof the existing feeling amon'g Negroes everywhere not to tolerate 
the infliction of race or class superiority upon them , as is the de­
sire of the self-appointed and self-created race leadership that we 
have been having for the l,jst fi fty years. 

The Basis Of An African Aristocracy. 

T he masses of Negroes in America, the West Indies, South 
p.nd Central America are in sympathetic accord with the aspira­
tions of the native Africans. We desire to help them build up 
IAfrica as a Negro Empire, where every black man', whether he 
~,'t3.s born in Africa or in the Western world, will have the oppor-
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tunity to develop' on his own lines under the protection of the most 
favorable democratic institutions. 

It will be useless, as before s tated, for bombastic Negroes to 
leave America and the West Indies to Igo to Africa, thinking that 
1hey will have privileged positions to inflict upon the race that bas­
tard aristocracy that they have tried to ma intain' in this W1cstern 
world at the expense of the masses, Africa sha ll develop an' aristo­
cracy of its own, but it sha ll be based upon service and loyalty 
to race. Let all Negroes work toward that end. Hecl that it is only 
a question of a few more years before our program will be ac­
repted not only by the few statesmen of America who are now 
interested in it, but by the strong statesmen of the world, as the 
cnly solution to the great race problem, There is no other way 
10 avoid the threatening war of the races that is bound to engulf all 
rr.ankind, which has been prophesied by the world's greatest think-
rs; there is no better method than by apportioning every race 

to its own habitat. 

T he time has really como for the Asiatics to govern them­
sC'lves in Asia, as the Europeans are in Europe and the \"'estern 
~vorld, so also is it wise for the Africans to govern themselves at 
10me, and thereby bring peace al~d satisfaction to the entire human 
family. 

BAlME LIBRARY 
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THE FUTURE AS I SEE IT 

73 

It comes to the individual, the race, the nation, once in a life 
time to decide upon the course to be pursued as a career. The 
hour has now struck for the individual Negro as well as the en· 
tire race to decide the course that will be pursued in the interest 
of our own liberty. 

vVe who make up the Universal Negro Improvement Asso­
ciation have decided that we shall go forward, upward and onward 
toward the great goal of human liberty. We have determined 
among ourselves that all barriers placed in the way of our prog­
ress must be removed, must be cleared away for we desire to see 
the light of a brighter day. 

The N ogre is Ready 

The Universal Negro Improvement Association for five years 
has been proclaim.ing to the world the readiness of the Negro to 
carve out a pathway for himself in the course of life. Men of 
other races and nations have become alarmed at this attitude of 
the Negro in his desire to do things for himself and by himself. 
This alarm has become so universal that organizations have been 
brought into being here, thcre and everywhere for the purpose of 

deterring and obstructing this forward move of our race. Propa­
ganda has been waged here, there and everywhere for the pur­
pose of misinterpreting the intention of this organization; some 
have said that this organization seeks to create discord and dis­
content among the races; some say we are organized for the pur­
pose of hating other people. Every sensible, sane and honest­
minded person knows that the Universal Negro Improvement 
Association has no such intention', \Ve are organized for the 
absolute purpose of bettering our condition, industrially, com­
mercially, socially, religioukly and politically. We arc organized 
not to hate other men, but to lift ourselves , and to demand respect 
of all humanity. vYe have a program that we believe to be 
righteous; we believe it to be just, and we have made up our 
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Illinds to lay down ourselves on the a ltar of sacrifice for t he 
realizat ion of this great hope of ours, based upon the foundation 
of righteousness. We declare to the world that Africa must be 
free, that the entire Negro race must be emancipated f rom 
jqdllstriaJ bondage, peonage and serfdom; we make no compro­
misc, we make no apology in this our declaration. We do not 
desire to creatc offense on the part of other races, but we are 
Gctermincd that we shall he heard, that we shall be given the 
rights to which we are entitled. 

The Propaganda Of Our Enemies 

For the purpose of creating doubts about the work of the 
Universal Negro Improvement Association, many attempts have 
been made to cast shadow and gloom over OUf work. They have 
even written the most uncharitable things about our organization; 
they have spoken so unkindly of our effort, but what do we care? 
They spoke unkindly and uncharitably about all the reform move­
ments that have helped in the bettemlellt of humanity. They 
lualigned the great movement of the Christian religion; they 
1L1aligned the great liberation movements of America, of France, 
of E ngland, of Russia; can we expect, then, to escape bei ng ma­
ligned in this, our desire for the liberation of Africa an{l the 
freedom of four hundred million Negroes of the world? 

We have unscrupulous men and organizations working in op­
position to us. Some trying to capitalize the new spirit that has 
co me to the Negro to make profit out of it to their own selfish 
benefit; some arC trying to set back the Negro from seeing the 
bope of his owrr liberty, and thereby poisoning our people's mind 
against t he motives of aUf organization; but every sensible far­
seeing Negro ill this enlightened age knows what propaganda 
means. It is t he medium of discrediting that which you are op­
posed to, so that the propaganda of ,our enemies will be of li ttle 
avail as soon as we are rendered able to carry to our peoples 
scattered throughout the world the true message of our great 
orgagnization. 
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.. Crocodiles" As Friends 
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Men of the N egro rac~, Ie<! me say to you that a greater 
fl1 ture is in store for us; we have no cause to lose hope, to be­
come faint-hearted. We ' must realize that upon ourselves de­
pend our destiny, our future ; we must carve out that future, that 
destiny, and we who make up the Universal Negro I mprovement 
Association have pledged ourselves that nothing in the world 
shall stand in our way, nothing in the world shall discourage us, 
but opposition shall make us work harder, shall bring us closer to­
gether so that as one man the millions of us will march on toward 
that goal that wc have set for ourselves. The new Negro shall 
not be deceived. The new Negro refuses to take advice from -
anyone who has not felt with him, and suffered with him. We 
have suffered for three hundred years, therefore we feel that 
the time has come when only those who have suffered with 
us can interpret our feelings and our spirit. It takes the slave 
to interpret the feelings of the slave; it takes the unfortunate 
man to interpret the spirit of his unfortunate brother; and 
so it takes the suffering Negro to interpret the spirit of his 
comrade. It is strange that so many people are interested in 
the Negro now, willing to advise him how to act, and what or­
ganizations he should join, yet nobody was interested in the Ne­
gro to the extent of not making him a slave for two hundred and 
fifty years, reducing him to industrial peonage and serfdom after 
he was freed j it is strange that the same people can be so inter­
ested in the Negro now, as to tell him what organization he should 
follow and what leader he should support. 

Whilst we are bordering on a future of brighter things, we 
are also at our danger period, when we must either accept the 
right philosophy, or go down by following deceptive propaganda 
>\',rhich has hemmed us in for many centuries. 

Deceiviln.g The People 

There is many a leader of our race who tells us that every-
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thing is well, and that all things will work out themselves and that 
a better day is coming. Yes, all of us know that a better day is 
coming; we all know that one day we will go home to Paradise, 
but whilst we are hoping by our Christian virtues to have an 
entry into Paradise we also realize that we are living on earth, 
and that the things that are practised in Paradise are n'dt prac­
ticed here. You have to treat this world as the world treats 
you j we arc living in a temporal , material age, an age of activ­
ity, an age of racial, national selfishness. What else can you 
expect but to give back to the world what the world gives to 
you, and we are calling upon th~ four hundred million Negroes 
of the world to take a decided stand, a determined stand, that 
we shall occupy a firm position; that position shall be an eman­
cipated race and a free nation of our own. We are determined 
th at we shall have a free country; we arc determined that we 
shall have a flag; we are determined that "'e shall have a govern­
ment second to llonc in tbe world, 

An Eye For An Eye 
Men may spurn the idea, they may scoff at it; the metro­

politan press of this country may deride us; yes, white men roay 
laugh at the idea of Negroes talking about government; but let 
me tell you there is going to be n government, and let me say to 
you also that whatsoever you give, in like measure it shall be re~ 
turned to you. The world is sinful, and therefore man believes 
in the doctrine of an eye for an eye, a tooth for n tooth. Every­
body believes that revenge is God's, but a.t the same time we arc 
men, and revenge sometimes springs up, even in the most Chris­
tian heart. 

Why should man write down II history that will react against 
him? Why should man perpetrate deeds of wiokcdness upon his 
brother which will return to him in like measure? Yes, the Ger­
mans maltreated the French in the Franco-Prussian war of 1870, 
but the Freneh got even with the Germans in 1918. It is history, 
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and history will repeat itself. Beat the Negro, brutalize the 
Negro, kill the Ncgro, burn the Negro, imprison the Negro, scoff 
at the Negro, deride the Negro, it may come back to you one of 
these fine days, because the supreme destiny of man is in the 
hands of God. God is no respecter of persons, whether that 
person be white, yellow or black. Today the one race is up, to­
morrow it has fallen; today the N el':ro seems to be the footstool 
of the other races and nations of the world; tomorrow the Negro 
may occupy the highest rung of the great human ladder. 

Bnt, when we come to consider the history of man, was not 
the Negro a power, was he not great once? Yes, honest students 
of history can recall the day when Egypt, Ethiopia and Timbuctoo 
towered iu their civilizations, towered above Europe, towered 
above Asia. "\Yhen Europe was inhabited by a raee of cannibals, a 
race of savages, naked men, heathens and pagans, Africa was 
peopled with a race of cultured black men, who were masters in 
art, science and literature j men who were cultured and refined j 
men who, it was said, were like the gods. Even the great poets of 
old sang in beautiful sonncts of the delight it afforded the gods 
to be in companionship with the Ethiopians. Why, then, should 
we lose hope 1 Black mcn) you were once great j you shall be 
great again. Lose not courage, lose not faith, go forward, The 
thing to do is to get organized; kecp separated and you will be 
exploited, you will be robbed, you will be killed. Get organized, 
and you will compel the world to respect you. If the world fails 
to give you consideration} because you are black men, because 
you are Negroes, four hundrcu millions of you shall, through 
organization, shake the pillars of the universe and bring down 
creation, even as Samson brought down the temple upon his head 
and upon the heads of the Philistines. 

An Inspiring Vision 
So Negroes} I say, through the Universal Negro Improvement 

Association, that there is much to live for. I have a vision of the 
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future, and I see before me a picture of a redeemed Africa, with 
I ;her dotted cities, with her beautiful civiliUltion, with her millions 

of happy children, going to and fro. Why should I lose hope, 
why should I give up and take a back place in this age of progress! 

) Remember that you arc mcn, that God created you Lords of this 
· creation. Lift up yourselves, men, take yourselves out of the 
.'mire and hitch your hopes to the stars; yes, rise as high as the 
· yery stars themselves. Let no man pull you down, let no man 
· destroy your ambitioll, because man is but your companion, your 
': equal ; man is your brother; he is not your lord; he is DOt your 

sovereign master. 

We of the Universal Negro I mprovement Association feel 
~happy;:we are cheerful. Let them connive to destroy us; let them 
,orgaolze to destroy us; we shall fight the more. Ask me person­
~ ally the cause of my success, and I say opposition j oppose me, 
, .and I fight the more, and if ybu want to find out the sterling 
.:Worth of the Negro, oppose him, and under the leadership of the 
.:Uolversal Negro I mprovement Association he shall fight his way 
·lto viotory, and in the days to come, and I believe not far distant, 
'-'\.frica shall reflect a splendid demonstration of the worth of the 
'Negro, of the determination of the Negro, to set himself free and 
to establish a government of his own. 



CHAPTER V 

SPEECH DELIVERED ON EMANCIPATION DAY AT 
LIBERTY HALL, NEW YORK OITY, N. Y. U. S. A. 

January 1, 1922 

Fifty-nine years ago Abraham Lincoln signed the Emaneipa­
tion P roclamation declaring four nullion Negroes in this country 
free. Several years prior to that Queen Victoria of Eng­
land signed the Emancipation P roclamation that set at liberty 
hundreds of thousands of West Indian Negro slaves. 

West Indian Negroes celebrate their emancipation on the 
first day of August of every year. The American N egraee 
celebrate their cmancipation on the first of January of every 
year. Tonight we are herc to celebrate the emancipation of the 
slaves in this country_ 

We are the descendants of the men and women who suf­
fered in this country for two hundred and fifty years under 
that barb arons, that brutal institut.ion knmvn as slavery. You 
who have not lost trace of your history will r ecall the fact that 
over three hundred years ago your fore-bears were taken from 
the great Continent of Africa and brought here for the purpose 
of using them as slaves. Without mercy, without any sympathy 
th ey worked our fore-bears. They suffered, they bled, they died. 
But wi th their sufferings, with their blood, which they shed in 
their death, they had a Ilope that one day their posterity 
would be free, and we are assembled here tonight as the children 
of their hope. 

I trust each and everyone of you therefore will realize that 
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you have n duty which is incumbent upon you i ll. duty that you 
must periaI'm, because our foro-bears who suffered, who bled, 
who died had hopes that are not yet completely realized. They 
Jloped lIlat we as theil· children would be free, but they also 
llOpcd that their country from whence they came would also be 
iree to thcir ch ildr~n, their grand-children and great grand­
children at some futUl'e time. It is for the freedom of that 
country-that Molherland of ours-that foUl' and a half million 
Negroes, as members or tho Univcr::;nl Negro l mprovement As­
sociation, nrc luboring today, 

'I'his race of ours gave civilization, gave art, gave science; 
gave JitCl'otUl'C to the world. But it has been the way with races 
and nations. 1'ho one rnce stands out promjnently in the one 
contul"), 01' in. tho one age i and in another century ot" age it 
passes of): the stage of action, and another race takes its place. 
The Negro oncc occupied a high position in the world, scien­
tifically, artist ically and commcrcially, but in the balancing of the 
grca.t scale of cvolution, we lost. OUT plnce anti some one, other 
than oUl'selves occupies the stnnd wc once held, 

God never intended that man should enslave his fellow, and 
tho pl'ice of snch n. sin or snch (\ violation of Heaven's law must be 
paid by everyone. As fot' me, because of the blessed past, be­
canse of t.he history that, I know, so long as thcre is within me 
the bt'eath of life nndlhe spirit of God, I shall stt'ugg-le on and urge 
others of 011t' race to st rnggle on to see that jnstice is done to the 
black peoples of I he world. Yes, we appreciate the sorrows of the 
post., find we orc going to wor), in the present. that the sorrows 
of our genel'ation shall not be perpetuated in the futme. On 
the contrnry, we shall strive that by 0\11' lahol's, succeeding 
gonerations of our own shall call 11S blessed, cycn us we call 
the generation of the past blessed today. And they indeed 
WCl'e blcst, '1'hoy wero blest with l\ patiencc not yet known to 
man. A patience thnt ennbkd them to emlme tho tortnres and 
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the sufferings of slavery for two hundred and fifty years. Why! 
Was it because tlley loved slavery so! No. It was because 
they loved this generation more-Isn't it wonderful. Transcen­
dent 1 "\Vhat then arc you going to do to show your apprecia­
tion of this love, what gratitude are you going to manifest in re­
turn for what they have done for you 1 ..As for mc, knowing the 
~uffel'ings of my fore-fathers I shall give back to Africa that 
liberty that she once enjoyed hundreds of years ago, before her 
own sons and daughters were taken from her shores and brought 
in chains to this "\Vcstcrn \Vorld. 

No better gift can I give in honor of the memory of the love 
of my fore-parents for me, and in gratitude of the sufferings they 
endured that I might be free; no grander gift can I bear to the 
sacred memory of the generation past than a free and a redeemed 
l'urica-a monument for all eternity-for all times. 

As by the action of the world, as by the conduct of all the 
races and na.tions it is apparent that not one of them has the 
sense of justice, the sense of love, the sense of equity, the sense 
of charity, that would make men happy, and make God satisfied. 
It is apparent that it is left to the Negro to play such a part in 
human a.ff'airs-for,,'hen we look to the Anglo·Saxon we sec 
him full of greed, avarice, no mercy, no love, no charity. 'Ve 
go from the white man to the yellow manl and we sec the same 
uncnviable characteristics in the Japanese. Therefore we must 
believe that the Psalmist had great hopes of this race of ottrs 
when he prophesied 1/ Princes shall come out of Egypt and 
Ethiopia shall stretch forth her hands unto God" 

If humanity is regarded as made up of the children of God 
and God loves all humanity (\\'e all kno\\' that) then God will be 
more pleased with that racc that protccts all huw:lnity than ,dth 
the race that outrages the childrcn of God . 

. A.ud so tOllight we celebratc this anniversary of oar emanci­
pation, we do it not with regret. 011 thc cOI~trarr we do it with all 
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abiding confidence, a hope and faith in oUl'selves and in our God. 
And the faith that we have is a faith that wj]] ultimately tako us 
baek to that ancient place, that ancient position that we ODee 
occupied, whell Ethiopia was ill bel' glory, 

BAlME U~RARV 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO THE NEGRO PEOPLES OF THE 
WORLD. 

December 1921 

Fellow men of the Negro Race, 

Greeting:-
To us is born this day the Child J esus- the Christ. The 

Shepherds and wise men are now wending their way toward 
Bethlehem. there to behold the Wonder of God. Because, there, 
in a mang~r, is to be found the Baby Christ who is to be the Re· 
deemer of the world. 

And so our thoughts go back for more than nineteen hundred 
years. We hear the shout "Hosanna in the Highest, blessed is 
He that cometh in the name of the Lord." 

With all the preparation the human race has made to weI· 
come into the world the Christ who is to redeem us, we find our­
selves still in confusion, still fighting, still exploiting, still merci­
less in our onslaught one upon the other. But on this Christmas 
morn may we not all members and brothers of the great human 
family, forget our differences, a~d in one glorious chorus sing 
put to the world "Peace, perfect peaceY". 

Christ died to free Mankind. 

When we come to consider the Brotherhood of Man and the 
Fatherhood of God, and that this Child of our own flesh, yet 
spirit of the Great Creator has been sent to link us nearer to our 
common Father, will we not admit of the reason that there should 
be but very little differences between us, What will we gain 
fighting the battle of man against man' Absolutely nothing 
but death; and was not this Child J esus sent into thls world to 
teach us the new life, the life of Love, of Charity, the Life of 
~Iercyl What greater example do We desire than that which He 
gave in His own Life? He suffered, He died that others might 
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be 1roe. Yet even with the grcflt object of the Cross before us, 
even though TIc died on }\Iou nt Calvary to make tiS frcci even 
though lIe overcame death, the grave a.nd h ell to demonstrate to 
us the now life possible to ('neh and every onc, "rc have not yet 
turned frorn the path of sin to enter into the glory of His Eternal 
R:in gdom. 

The Spirit of Christmas 

Instcat1 of plnnn ing a carecl' of sin on this Christmas :Hol'n, 
may we not lift ou\" thoughts to that got'and and noble Father who 
rsave to us on this day His ROY<1[ Son, whom H e has made our 
broth el', and ask Dim to bless each and everyone of us that our 
11ea,·ts may be tonched with the tnle spiri t of the first Christmas 
mOiTI? 'l'hni first day in the stable at Bethlehem was n beacon 
of a now born hope, for wil h the birth of the Prince of Peace 
~h cre came to us an age of spiritua l grace, which in its course 
~ otlght to lin k rna)) nearer to his God, and coming down the ages 
for m01'e than Jlinetecn hunclred years, we have tried to preach 
Hi m ns lIe appeal'cd to us in His innocenco, His Love and in His 
phari ty. 

Christ labored for thirty three years to teach us t he way to 
glol'Y, but in llis career mnn, his brothel' sought the lifo that he 
could not give; he l)Cl'SeC\1lcd 11im, he derided Him, he jeered 
Him and at last he cl' llcified Him. But when that wh ich was phy­
sica l in the Christ died, the spiritual continued, and from ea r th 
betook its flight to heavell, thero, probably, for all eterni ty, to look 
clown upon tho sinful, wicked world, and still to shower upon us 
blessin gs that we renlly need. 

We sh all nevet succeed in taking the Spirit of Christ. out of 
th e worlel, beca nse in some of us, st ill , there is that spark or lovo, 
rh al'ity, und mercy that links 118 to Ollt' Goel. nut may we not. 
ask the Grellt Omnipotent, tho Gteat CteatOl', anI' Eternnl 
Father to send on ce morc into the world, just at this tim.c and 
oh, how we pruy that it bo on this ChristmRs morll, our brothel' 
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Christ, so that He may calm the raging storm and in truth pour 
out His benediction upon a corrupt world, a soulless human race, 
and make us subjects fit for Eternal Life 1 

Hail! the New born King 

As with the angels let us sing, "Hail the New Born 
King, the Prince of Peace, Hail to the Son of Righteousness, for 
with Thee there is life, without Thee there is death". F'or as 

-thou died upon Calvary's mount to make us better, to redeem us 
from our sins, may we not hope for a continuance of that love 
even for today? and knowing Thee in 'Thy bountiful love for all 
mankind, may we not further ask that Thy Spirit lighten up our 
hearts and bring to us by the touch of Thy grace, lhe kuowledge 
of the Everlasting Brotherhood of Man, and the Eternal Father­
hood of God 1 

As the angels now rejoice in heaven over this n"ew birth, so 
we rejoice on earth, four hundred millions of us, who arc members 
of this Negro race, feeling that Thou art our King, that Thou 
art our Savior, that thou shalt be our Emanuel. \Ve love Thee 
because Thou art the Son of God. We praise, worship and adore 
Thee because Thou art the Prince of Peace. 

The Prince of Peace Our Guide to-day. 

Let others in their sin, in their wickedness seek after the in· 
{ant Life that Thou gayest to all mankind. \¥c in Our simplicity 
shall find refuge [or Thee even in the land o[ Egypt. Yes, the 
world of sinful, wicked men cried out "Crucify Him! Crucify 
Him I But Lord because Thou art our Master, because Thou art 
our Prin'ce of Peace, because Thou art our Redeemer, we shall 
render unto Thee all help possible, evcn in bearing the Cross up 
the heights of Calvary, for in life Thou hast been our friend; in 
death we know Thou shalt remember us, and now that Thou art 
sitting at the right hand of God, the Father, no\\1 th~t Thou hast 
conquered death, the grave and hell, surely in Thy mercy Thou shalt 
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remembel tis. So today even though hundreds of years have rolled 
by since Thy crucifixion', we know that there is in Thine heart, 

there is in Thy soul. warm spot for the Sons and Daughters of 

Africa whose for ebeals b1re the cross for Thee 'up the heights of 
Calvary to Thy crufixion . 

We sing and shou t with the angels; we ring our joy bells ; 
we blow our horns in p,..dise because Th ou art indeed the J esus, 
the Ch rist, the Emanuel to us, the Son of Righteousness, the 
Prince of Pcace. 

As sons and daughters of Airica, may not four hundred mil· 
li ons of us the world oV.er on this Ohristmas morn pray for the 
redemption of that Motherland which sheltered our Blessed Re· 
decmer whcn the wild, wicked men of the world sought His life; 
in the same malUler wild, wicked men seek the lives of Negroee 
today, and burn, lynch and kill them because they have not the 
strength th at makes man mighty. But with the Almighty Power 
of Gael and with the guidanec and mercy of our Blessed Lord we 
fccl that one day Ethiopia shall stretch forth her hand, and 
wheth er it be at the second coming or before, we shall all sing our 
Hosannas, shout our praises t.o God for freedom, for liberty, for 
life. 

HFor Christ is born of IvIary, 
And gathered all above 

While mortals slecp, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 

O-morning stars, together 

Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God onr King, 
And peace to men on earth." 
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THE RESURRECTION OF THE NEGRO 
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Easter Sunday Sennon Delivered at Liberty Hall, New York 

City, N. Y. April 16th, 1922. 

The Lord is risen! A little over nineteen hundred years ago 
a man came to this world called JESUS He was sent here for 
the propagation of a cause-that of saving fallen humanity. 
';Yhen He came the world refused to hear Him; the world re~ 

jectled Him; the world persecuted Him; mcn crucified Him. A 
couple days ago He was nailcd to the cross of Calvary; He died; . 
He was buried. To-day He is risen; risen the spiritual leader of 
creation; risen as the first fruit of them that slept. To·day that 
crucified Lord, that crucified Christ sees the affairs of man from 
His own spiritual throne on high. 

After hundreds of years have rolled by, the doctrine He 
taught has become the accepted religion of hundreds of millions 
of human beings. He in His resurrection triumphed over death 
~nd the grave; He by His resurrection convinced humanity that 
His cause was spiritual. The world felt the truth about Jesus 
too late to have accepted His doctrine in His lifetime. But what 
was done to Jesus in His 'lifetime is just what is done to all re­
formers and reform movements. He came to change the spiritual 
attitude of man toward his brother. That was regarded in His 
day as an irregularity, even as it is regarded to-day. The one 
who attempts to bring about changes in the order of human 
society becomes a dangerous imposter upon society, and to those 
who coutrol the systems of the day. 

The desire to enslave others. 

It has been an historic attitude of man to keep his brother 
in slavery-in subjection [or the purpose of e..'Xploitation. When 
Jesus came the privileged few were taking advantage of the un­
fortunate masses. Because the teaching of Jesus sought to 
equalize the spiritual and even the temporal rights of man, those 
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who held authority, sway and dominion sought His liberty by 
prosecution, sought His life by death. He was called to yield up 
that life for the cause He loved-because He was indeed a true 
reformer. 

The E xample Set by Clrrist 

The example set by Oli[ Lord and Master nineteen hundred 
years ago is but the example that every reformer must make up' 
his mind to follow if we are indeed to serve those to whom we 
minister. Service to humanity means sacrifice. That has 
been demonstrated by our blescled Lord and Redeemer whose 
resurrection we commemorate this day_ As ·Christ triumphed 
nearly two thousand years ago over death and the grave, as He 
was risen frolll the dead, so do I hope that 400,000,000 Negroes 
of to-day will triumph over the slavishness of the past, intellec­
tually, physically, morally and even religiously; that on this an­
niversary of our risen Lord, we ourselves will be risen from the 
slumber of the ages; risen in thought to higher ideals, to a loftier 
purpose, to a truer conception of life. 

The Hope of the U. N. I. A. 

It is the hope of the Universal Negro Improvement Asso· 
ciation that the 4OO,OOO,CXX:> Negroes of the world wiII get to I real­
ize that we are about to live a new lifc-a risen lifc--a life of 
knowin'g ourselves. 

How many of us know ourselves? How many of us under· 
stand ourselves? The major number of us for ages have failed 
to recognize in ourselves the absolute masters of our own destiny 
-the absolute directors and creators of Our own fate. 

To-day as we thinl{ of our risen Lord may we not also think 
of the life He gave to us-the life that made us His instnllnents, 
His children-The life that He gave to us to make us possessors 
of the land that He himself created through His Father? Ho\\' 
many of us can reach out to that higher life; that higher purpose; 
that creative world that says to you you arc a man, a sovereign, 
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a lord-lord of the crcation 1 On this beautiful spring day, may 
,we not realize that God made Nature for us; God has given it to 
us as our province, OUI dominion? :May we not realize that God 
has created no superior being to us in this world, but Himself? 
May we not know that we are the true lords and creators of our 
own fate and of our own physical destiny? 

The work of the Universal Negro I mprovement Association 
for the past four and a half years has beon that of guiding us to 
realize that there should be a resurrection in us, and if at no other 
time I trust that at this Easter-tide we will realize that there is a 
~reat need for a resurrection-a resurrection from the lethargy 
of the past-thc sleep of the past-from that feeling that made us 
i\cccPit the idea and opinion that God inton'dcd that we should 
occupy an inferior place in the world. 

No Superiority or Inferiority 

,Men and women of Liberty Hall, men and women of my race, 
do you know that the God we love, the God we adore, the God 
who sent His Son to this world nearly two thousand years ago 
never created an in'ferior man? That God \\'c love, that God we 
worship and adore has created mall in His OW11 image, equal in 
every respeot,' wheresoever he may be; let him be white j let him 
be yellow; let him be rcd; let him be black; God has created him 
the equal of his brother. H c is such a lo,,;ng God. He is such 
~ merciful God. He is such a God that He is no respect.,· of per­
sons, that H e would not in His great love create a superior raee 
and an inferior one. The God that you worship is a God that 
expects you to be the equal of other men. The God that I adore 
is such a God and He could be no other. 

Some of us seem to accept the fatalist position, the fatalist 
attitude, that God accorded to us a certain position and condition, 
and therefore there is no need trying to be otherwise. The 
moment you accept such an attitude, the moment you accept such 
an opinion, the moment you harbor such an idea, you hurl an in-
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su le at the great God who created YOll, because you question Him 
for IIis love, you qu es tion Him for I-Iis mercy. God has created 
man, and has placed him in this world as the lord of the creation, 
as th e sov reign of eve rYlhing lhat you sec, let ie bo land, let it be 
sea, let it be th e lakes, rivers and evetything therein. All that you 
sec ill rcation, all that YO li sec in the world, was created by God 
rO l' th o \I SO of man, and YO ll (Ollf hundred million black souls have 
as much l'i ght 10 yO\\\' poss ssion in this wOl'ld as any other race. 

real cd in Ih e ima ge 0:( Ihe same God wo have the Same 
eom mOl) righl s, and to-day I Il'ust that th ere will be a spiritual 
nnd nutle['inl rcsur!"c ti ]\ among Negroes everywhere ; that you 
will Ii Ct yomselves £"om I he donbts ol th e past ; that you will 
lirt your~ Ives from th e slumbers of the past, that you will lift 
yourse lves from lho lothargy o f t.he past, and strike out in this 
new' life-in this rcsul"l'oc tcd li(c-LO see things as they aro. 

See life "-' Othors see It. I 
Tho Uni versal Negro Improvc lHcnL Association desires that 

th f Olll' 11I1I1 <1 1'<.'d mill ion members of Oll r race see li fo- as the other 
r nae. seo il. '1'h o groa t while meo seeSi IHo h\ n a tt/tudc of sov-
r" i~nily; th o gront, yellow rue-e seC's li Ce in u. sirnilnr 'wa'y, 

lhnL is to sny Ihllt mon) lot him be whito Ot' yellow, seC's that 
he is ma stcl' and ownOr and possessor of everything that God has 
c\'cnl.cd in this world , nnd givon to \ls in Nntnrc; and that is why 
by Imowing himselC, by unde,-st.anding. himself, nncI by under­
slllnc1ing his Ood, lnan hilS gone, throu ghout th o length and 
brcadth of th.i f.l world, conqnering the VC l'Y clements, harnessing 
!'Iulu,'o nnd milkin g- II servllnt of overy thing tha t God pllloecI 
wiLhin l\i ) 'C I1 <.' h , 

As he hns dono th nl f 01' th ousands Ol years pleasing God nncI 
juslHyill g' his cxistcnce, so we I\l.'O nppon1ing to tho members of 
Ot\\' l'no ~) \'0 do t.hnt, now in this risen Hie, una if YOUI havo neyer 
lnlldo up yom minds boiore 1 I rnst on this Easter Sunday you will 
do so. 
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Masters of your own Destiny 
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I repeat that God created you masters of your own destiny, 
masters of your own fate, and you can pay no higher tribute to 
your Divine l\faster than function' as man, as He created you. 

The highest compliment we can pay to our Creator j the 
highest respect we can pay to our risen Lord and Savior, is that 
,f feeling that He has created us as His masterpiece; His perfect 
histruments of His own existence, because in us is reflected the 
very being of God. When it is said that we are created in His own 
image, we ourselves reflect His greatness, we ourselves reflect 
the part of God the ]<'ather, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost, and when we allow oluselves to be subjected and create 
others as our superior, we hurl an insult at our Creator who made 
us in the fullness of ourselves. 

I trust that you will so live to· day as to realize that you 
are masters of your own destiny, masters of your fate; if there 
is an~hing you want in this world it is for you to strike out 
with confidence and faith in self and reach for it, because 
God has created it for your happiness wheresoever you may find 
it in nature. Nature is bountiful j nature is resourceful, and 
nature is willing to obey the command of man-~1an the sovereign 
lord; mau who is supposed to hold domirrion and take possession 
of this great world of ours. 

The difference Between Strong and weak Races. 

The difference between the strong and weak races is that the 
strong rRces seem to know themselves ; seem to discover them­
selYes; seem to realize and know fully that there is but a link be· 
tween them and the Creator; that aboye them there is no other 
but God and anything that bears human form is but their equal 
in standing and to that form there should be no obeisance; there 
should be no regard for superiority. Because of that feeling they 
have been able to hold their own in this world; they have been 
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able to take care of the situation as it confronts them in nature; 
but because of our lack of faith and confidence in ourselves we 
have caused others created in a like image to ourselves, to take 
~dvantagc of us for hundreds of years. 

For hundreds of years we have been the footstool of other 
races and nations of the earth simply because we have failed to 
realize to recognize and know ourselves as other men have known 
themselves and felt that there is nothing in the world that is 
above them except the infiuence of God. 

The understanding that others have gotten out of life is the 
same understanding that 400,000,000 Negroes must get out of this 
existence of ours. I pray that a new inspiration will come to us 
as a race; that we will think of nature as our servant; that we 
,,~ll think of man as out' partner through life, and go through 
the length and breadth of this world achieving and doing as other 
men, as other nations and other races. 
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SPEECH DELIVERED AT LIBERTY HALL N. Y. C. DURING 

SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF NEGROES 
AUGUST 1921 

Four years ago, r ealizing the oppression and the hardships 
Irom which we suffered, we organized ourselves into an organiza­
tion for the purpose of bettering our condition, and founding a 
government of our own. The four years of organization have 
brought good results, in that from an obscure, despised race we 
have grown into a mighty power, a mighty force whose influence 
is being fel t throughout the length and breadth of the world. The 
Universal Negro Improvement Association existed but in name 
four years ago, today it is known as the greatest moving force 
among Negroes. We have accomplished this through unity of 
effort and unity of purpose, it is a fair demonstration of what we 
will be able to accomplish in the very near future, when the 
millions who are outside the pale of the Universal Negro Im­
provement As.ociation will have linked themselves up with us. 

By our success of the last four years we will be able to esti­
mate the grander success of a free and redeemed Africa. In 
climhil,g the heights to where we are today, we have had to sur­
mount difficulties, we have nad to climb over obstacles, but the 
obstacles were stepping stones to the future greatness of this 
Cause we represent. Day by day we are writing a new history, 
recording new deeds of valor performed by this race of ours. It 
is true that the world has not yet valued us at our true worth 
but we are climbing up so fast and with sucl; force that every day 
the world is changing its attitude towards us. Wheresoever you 
turn your eyes today you will find the moving influence of the 
Universal Tegro Improvement Association among Negroes from 
all corners of the globe. We hear among Negroes the cry of 
(I Africa for the Africans II , This cry has become a positive, de­
termined one. It is a cry that is raised simultaneously the world 
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over because of the universal oppression that affects the Negro. 
You W)lO arc congregate.d here tonight as Delegates representing 
the bundreds of branches of the Universal Negro Improvement 
Association in different parts of the world will realize that we in 
New York nre positive ill this great desire of a free and redeemed 
Mriea. We have established this Liberty Han as the centre from 
which we send out the sparks of liberty to the four corners of the 
globe, and if you have caught the spark in your section, ,~e want 
you to keep it a-burning for tbe great Cause we represent. . 

There is a mad rush among races everywhere towards 
national hl(l epcndencc. Evcrywhre we hear the cry of liberty, 
of freedom, and a demand for democracy. In our corner of the 
world we are raisin g the O)'Y for liberty, frecc.vm and democracy. 
Men who have raised the cry for freedom and liberty in ages past 
have always made up their minds to die for tbe realization of the 
dream . 'Ve who arc assembled in this Convention as Delegates 
represen.ting the Negroes of the wor1rl give out the same spirit that 
the fathers of liberty -in this country gave out over one hundred 
years ago. \Ve give out a spiri t that knows no compromise, a 
spil-it 1hat )·efuses to turn back, a spirit that says "Liberty or 
Death ", and in prosecution of this great ideal-the ideal of a 
free and redeemed Afl'ica, men may scorn, men may spurn us, and 
may say that we arc on the wrong side of life, but let me tell you 
tbat way in which you arc travelling is just the way all peoples 
who are free have t ravelled in the past. If you want liberty you 
yourselves must sh-ike the blow. If you must be free you must 
become so thl'Ollgh your own effort, through your own initiative. 
Those who hav~ discouraged you in tha past are those who have 
enslaved you f01' centuries and it is not expeeted that they will 
adnrit that you havo n right to strike ont at this late hour for 
freedom, liberty and democracy. 

At no timo in the history of the world, for the last Ii"e hun­
dred yenrs, was there ever 11. serious attempt made to free Negroes. 
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We have been camouflaged into believing that we were made f ree 
by Abraham Lincoln. That we were made free by Victoria of 
England, but up to now we are still slaves, "'e are industrial 
slaves, we are social slaves, we are political slaves, and the new 
Negro desires a frecdom t hat has no boundary, no limit. We de· 
sirc a freedom that ,vill lift us to the common standard of all 
men, whether they be white men of Europe or yellow men of Asia, 
therefore, in our desire to lift oursclves to that standard we shall 
stop at nothing until there is a free and redcemed Airica. 

I understand that just at this time while we are endeavoring 
to create pnblic opinion and public sentiment in favor of a free 
Airica, that others of our race are bcing subsidized to turn the 
attention of the world toward a different desire on the part of 
Negroes, bnt let me tell you that we who make up this Organiza· 
tion know no turning back, we have pledged ourselves even unto 
the last drop of our sacred blood that Airica must be free. The 
enemy may argue with you to show you the impossibility of a free 
and redeemed Airica, but I want you to take as your argument 
the thirteen colonies of America, that once owed their sovereignity 
to great Britain, that sovereignity has been destroyed to make a 
United States of America. George Washington was not God 
Almighty. He was a man like any Negro in this bnilding, and if 
he and his associates were able to make a free America, we too 
can makc a free Africa. Hampden, Gladstone, Pitt and Disraeli 
were not the representatives of God in the person of Jesus Christ. 
They were but men, but in their time they worked for the expan­
sion of the British Empire, and today they boast of a British 
Empire upon which "the sun never sets:' As Pitt and Gladstone 
were able to work for the expansion of the British Empire, so 
you and I can work for the expansion of a great Airican Empire 
Voltaire and Mirabeau were not Jesus Christs, they w~re hut men 
like ourselves. They worked and overturned the French 
U onarchy. They worked for the Democracy which France now 
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enjoys, and if they were able to do that, we are able to work for 
a democracy in Africa. Lenine and Trotzky were not Jesus 
Christs, but they wore able to overthrow the despotism oflRussia, 
and today they have given to the world a Social Republic, the 
first of its kind. If I"enine and Trotzky were able to do that f or 
Russia, you and I can do that for Africa. Therefore, let no man, 
let no power on earth, turn you from this sacred cause of liberty. 
I prefer to die at this moment rather than not to work for the 
freedom of Afriea. If Uberty is good for certain sets of humanity 
i t is good for all. Black men, Colored men, Negroes have as 
mnch right to be free as any other race that God Almighty ever 
created, and we desire freedom that is unfettered, freedom that is 
unlimited, freedom that will give us a chance and opportunity to 
~' i se to the fullest of our ambition and that we cannot get in 
countries where other men rule and dominate. 

,Ve have reached the time when every minute, every second 
must connt for something done, something achieved in the ca.use 
of Africa. ,Vc need the freedom of Africa now, therefore, we 
desire the kind of leadership that will give it to us as quickly as 
possible. You will rcali:le that not only individuals, but govern­
ments arc using their influence against us. But what 00 we care 
about the unrighteous influence of any government 1 Our cause 
is based upon righteousness. And anything that is 110t righteous 
we have no respect for, because God Almighty is our leader and 
Jesus Christ our st.andard bearer. We rely on them for that kind 
of leadership that will make us free, for it is the same God who 
inspired t.he Psalmist to write ttPrinces shall come out of Egypt 
and Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands unto God ". At this mo­
ment methinks I see Ethiopia stretching forth her hands unto God:, 
and mcthinks I see the Angel of God taking up the standard of the 
Red, the Black and the G·l'cen, and saying ttlVl en of the Negro 
Race, lien of Ethiopia, follow me ". 'l'onight we are following. 
We are following 400,000,000 strong. We are following "~th a 
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deternilnation that we must be free before the wreck of matter, 
before the crash of worlds. 

It falls to onr lot to tdr off the shackles that bind Mother 
Africa. Can you do 'it1 You did it in the Revolution'ary War. 
You did it in the Civil War; You did it at the Battles of the 
Marne and Verdun; You did it in Mesopotamia. You can d~ it 
marching up the battle heights· of Africa. Let the world know 
that 400,000,000 Negroes are prepared to die or live as free men. 
Despise us as much as you care. 19nore us as muc~ as you care. 
We are conilng 400,000,000 strong. We are conilng with our woes 
behind us, with the memory of suffering behind us-woes and 
suffering of three hundred years-they shall be our inspiration. My 
bulwark of strength in the conflict for freedom in Africa, will be 
the three hundred years of persecution and hardship left behind 
in this Western Hemisphere. The more I remember the suffering 
of my fore-fathers, the more I remember thc lynchings and burn­
ings in the Soutnern States of America, tbe more I will fight on 
'even though the battle seems doubtful. Tell me that I must turn 
back, and I laugh yon to scorn. Go on! Go on I Climb ye the 
heights of liberty and cease not in well doing until Y(}l1 have 
planted the banner of the Red, the Black and the Green on the 
hilltops of Africa. 
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STATEMENT ON ARREST 

J anuary, 1922 

I believe that true justice is to be found in the conscience: of 
the people, and when one is deprived of it by the machinations 
and desigllS of th e corrupt, there can be no better tribunal of 
appeal than that of public opinion, which gives voice to con­
science and that is why I now appeal to the conscience' of the 
American people for justice. 

I believe that all races have their peculiar characteristics, the 
J ew fights the Jew, the Irish fights the Irish, the Italian fights 
the Italian, and so we have the Negro fighting the Negro. Aa a 
Negro schooled in the academy of adversity, with the majority 
of my race, I have ever had a whole-souled desire to work for the 
race's uplift. Recently out of slavery, we have had but a meagre 
chance to rise to the higher heights of human development as a 
people. At Emancipation we were flung upon the civilized world 
wi.thout a program. Unlike the Irish and the J ew we had no 
national aspiration of OUT own. We were left to the tender 
mercies of philanthropists and humanitarians who helped us to 
the best of their ability. 

I n the Negro's struggle to get somewhere every member of 
the race took a selfish course all his own. There was no group 
program or group interest. The only cause that held us together 
as a people was RELIGION. During the days of slavery Religion 
was the only consolation of the Negro, and then it was given t,o 
him by his masters. Immediately af\el' the Emancipation, when 
the Negro was thrown back upon his bwn resources, the illiterate 
race preacher took charge of us, and with the eye of selfishness he 
exploited the zeal of the religious. Our emotions were worked 
upon by our illiterate preacher-leaders of the early days. 

The masses of us having found new employment for which 
we received pay, were able 1..0 cont.ribute to the partial uplJ;cep of 
our own church liie, thus malting it profitable for the preachers of 
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our race to exploit us in the name of God, without giving US a 
program by which we could redeem ourselves. 

After the illiterate preacher-leader, came the illiterate race· 
politician who also had no p rogram for the higher temporal de­
velopment of the race. H e, like the preacher, had his selfish plans 
of using and feeding upon the emotions of the people. These two 
illiterate parasites, who extracted all that was worth while from 
the people travelled hand in hand until we reached the first mile 
stone of higher intelligenpe, thcn the illiterate preacher and 
'politician had to give way to a more intelligent class, who, un­
fortunately, with only a few exceptions, scattered here and there, 
followed and are still following in the footsteps of the old 
preachers and politicians to plunder and exploit the masses, be­
cause they had no vision. 

l
And now I come to the source of my troubles, in fighting the J 

battles of the masses. I come to the people in the role of the re­
former and say to them, tt Awake! the day is upon you, go forth 
in the name of the race and build yourselves a nation, redeem 
your country Africa, the land from whence you came and prove 
yourselves men worthy of the recognition of others II. 

This is the offence I have -committed against the selfish Negro 
preachers and politicians who have for more than half a century 
waxed fat at the expense of the people. The shout goes up, "We 
cannot allow Garvey to preach his reformation and expose us to 
the people. The people will become too wise. We will lose our 
standing among them and they will not support us. We must 
" get" Garvey. We must discredit him before the people. We 
cannot do it ourselves, because we have no power. We will frame 
him up i we will lay traps for him i we will state all manner of 
charges against him to the various departments of government so 
that the government will prosecute him for us." 

Such have been the ravings, machinations and designs of a 
certain class of Negro politicians and preachers against me be-
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cnuso of my rdorm work of three and a half years among 
my people LhoL has over four mUlion followers. 

Jews, Irish and Reformers of all rnees have had Lbei,· Lronbles 
and trials wUh titeir owu peoJ}le, so I am satisfied to bear the 
porsecutioll of my Ow n that they might be freo. 

I trust no ana from tho people would believe that I could be 
sa mOlln as to dcIruud a fellow Negro, eithor directly 01' indirectly. 
I hu va lin idolll thut is Car above malley, and that is to seo my 
pea pIc reully free. 

Othors of my mco oppose mo because they fear my influence 
amollg tho poop Ie, and they judge me from their owo eOrTupt, 
solftsh cons ·i clleeS. There is an aiel adage that says, "A thief 
docs Hot liko to Se,· ,ulotlter Ulan eu n ying a long bag", and thus 
th o disllOll 'at ones of Ou r preneitol"S and jloliticians believing that 
I alll of thei,· s tump, t ry to embarl"us me by Imming me up with 
the law. 

1 have lIad to clismi"s from tho omploy of tho Association, and 
causod tbe atTcst of many dishonost preachers alld politicians, und 
now their fraternities are out (01' l' vcngo. 

Poor mi~glud 'd mortuls I How cun they, when t.he conscience 
nnd Aoul oC I.L LUnu ('UnHOt. bo incriminated .from wiLhout,1 

'I'lio Ne~,·o ~linisky needs purging and with the help of God 
lllld the people, wo shull in n short while, "how to tho world a now 
raco by the pnrification of those who lead. 

I de"ira Lo "ay th at I havo a great amount of confidence in 
so,'orlll of th o preachers and jJolitj oians of my roce today, but the 
grcn. .. Uloj ol'it.y Deod purging, bocllllso nmong them we have 
gumb le,·., Lh ieves, rogues, vagabonds und these a'·e the ones who 
UN fighting mo at this limo. 
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BALME LIBRARY 

OLOSING REGRET 

There haa never been a Movement where the Leader has not 
suffered for the Cause, and not received the ingratitude of the 
people. I, like the rest, am prepared for the consequence. 
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NOTE 

The UNIVERSAL NEGRO IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 

referred to in this volume is an Organization of which Marcus 

Garvey is Founder and President-General. The American Head­

quarters of this Organization is situated at 56 West 135th Street, 

New York City, New York, U. S. A. 

The following preamble to the ronstitution, of the Organiza­

tion, was written by the Founder and speaks for itself:-

The Universal Negro Improvement Association and African 

Con:ununfties' League is a social, friendly, humanitarian, chari­

table, educational , institl'tional, constructive and expansive 

society, and is founded by persons, desiring to the utmost, to work 

for the general uplift of the Negro peoples of the world. And 

the members pledge themselves to do all in their power to con­

serve the rights of their noble race and to respect the rights of 

all mankind, believing always in the Brotherhood of Man and the 

Fatherhood of God. The motto of the organization is: "One 

God I One Aim I One Destiny!" Therefore, let justice be done 

to all mankind, realizing that if the strong oppresses the weak 

confusion and discontent will ever mark the path of man, bnt 

with love, faith and charity towards all the reign of peace and 

plenty will be heralded into the world and the generations of 

men shall be called Blessed. 





The Universal Negro Improvement Association 

NEEDS FUNDS 

To Carryon Its Work 

Its Aims and Objects are: 

To improve the general condition of N egrees every­
where. 

To establish a g'overnment for NegToes in Africa 
where they will be given the opportunity to 
develop themselves. 

Send a donation to help the orgrutization in its 
effort to carry out these objects. 

Mako checks or money orders payable to 

UN IVERSAL NEGRO IM PROVEMENT 

ASSOCIATION 

56 W. 135th Street, New York City, N. Y., U. S. A. 

In mo.ldng your Will remember to bequeath some- ! 
thing to the orgo.nization to help in the work of 
A!rico.n Redemption. 

l 
~~~~~~~ 
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