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(llJC III con t. ) 

ilegroes here have at last taken up arms, on 13th and 1 4th of t his month , 

and gone to TollOU i n order to conquer i t. Eve r ything depends on this, 

and i t is likel y that i f the battl e is won, ment i oned i s l and CAppa?) 

\'l i l l be s overeign and the Compo \l i 11 never more have to fear any cllar:1 i t;-. 

Finally, I \1 i sh to ask humbl y agai n for Ely official appo lnt me n t as COI!Ed­

&uder; things are n01'[ better here th3.n at the time that Hr. He r t og:l ... ICLS 

hero, CLnd the prospects are particul CLrly g oo d i f the battl e is won . 

po.pel's of :;r. Hertogh a r e very confused, but it seems certain that tllere 

are stil l some fine Portuguese jo be pai d, and the i r are g o od 

signs that the Hobl e Compo will receive proper payment for them i n due 

time 0 •• 

Johal1 Hessing, Pastor at to Ass. of X, 1 8th September 1 739 • 

•.. I write to Y.Es. in great haste I arr i ved here on t he El mi na 

TIoads on 25th Jul y, a.nd when I went the next day on shore, I f ound, alas! 

everything in total confusion: in the crom a great number of Negr o- huts, 

according to some over a thousand, were in ashes; the Hon. D.-G. Des 

,ordes ,'laS angry and of a week phys i cal c onstitution ., the Castl e d ' :81 r.1 ino. 

\·ms dD.Dw.ged on all sides as a r e sult of the constant firing of heo.vy gU:lS 

since 27th I;ay Al l this is caused by sins which are crying to the 

higl" Heavens and the discordance resulting from them, betwecn those of 

iligh rank us 'dell as the i r subal terns on both s i des .•. 

Bookkecper-General J.Verschueren to Ass. of X, 20th September 1739. 

I huve oeel1 compelled to s i t still vii tll my liessieurs since o ctober last 

yoo.r, because in De cember it pleased :;.II. the D.-G. to summon Assistant 

lIangold from ;'\. pam and to keep him here under arrest. 'J' here \,Iere runourc 

that l1e was short of over 60 ilk. nut in ,June this year t h is young man 

i!as personal ly rel eased by the D. - G., and s i nce tho. t time ;le has had 

the daily honour of conversing VIi th the General . On 27th June i'r. j·iar.. ­

sold went wi th Hobroek to the Le eward, for what purpose one does l10t 

knOll, but the::,e are rumours that it wus in order to bribe the jjatives 

ther0 to come to fight their and allies. Early this month 

•• r. lla.ngold came back, but he left a.gain \'l ith 9 crntcs with 12 muskets 

each for tl.e JJOvlcr Coast, as if he hc..d po.id his debts b. full ••• Under-· 

siGned, Conll,lies nnaos and Chief .ferchant :Carovius are being accused of 

011 sorts of imagil1ary misdeeds by thu H. General, who refuses to sign 

any letters or to open the accounts books, although no accounts i1ave 

been made now for more thal1 10 months ••• 

Raams, ChOJlln, to I\S8. of X, 3rd ilovember 1739. • •• Victuals Qre ·JeL.g 

aold at very prices by the I. inase " even here at '::;hat1a, whic:l is 

plentiful supply of foodstuffs. '.i.'he comse of tl1is is the Great 

French ships coming these days to this Coast" lIhere t;1erc: \lere 

years hardly one or hlo of them at a tir.le, no.1 there 1 

ships the Uegroes can sell for 30 ur:at the:, 

after the death of Cabocecr !,bbocnn 
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the llegroes of El r,i i na got heavy d isputes with t hose of Great Commany, anc~ 

soon also with those of Annomaboe, a b i g Fantyn crom. It came to a war, 

but they were compel l ed to r eturn to their r espect ive croms after havi~g 

been beaten off by the Hinase. Hereupon H. E . v{anted the Hinase to go 

to the inter ior i n order to make vlar on Great Conlinany , but they refused, 

claioing that t he ir ancestors never had had the habit of mak i ng war into 

t~le interior, and that they had a l ways fougr1t their viars on the coast; 

that they were ready for the Gr ed. t Commanise if t h e y c ame back to :Jake 

\Iar on t~lerJ, but that they ,-JOuld not go to them . H. E . the D.-G. resentec~ 

this so much, thai· he cent a servant to Great COIimany, telling thela that 

he, D.-G. had not the leas t differend with them, and t hat they were free 

to :;:>anyar as many Ehlina Negroe s as they would like, threatening at the 

sar,le time the liinase that he wov.ld bombard tho cron, addi ng the following 

words li terally: that he would see to it t hat they would be forced to fight 

r'reat ComElany. lir. Ji es Bor des also had several fishermen and maize tr2.ders 

arrested who were put in the Castle 's prisons, and from th i s too Y.ITs. may 

see that he had since l ong the intent i on of ruininG the jiina CroEI. I 

regret to say that i n this ,-lay the outerforts are indeed put into greClt 

d,i.l.n.;er, and I have also written to D.-G . a1)Qut t~lis, because it is kno\J;l 

'chat the ':l assase Eegroes have definitely the intention to make 'lIar on t~le 

'mtase, as the COlTliiJanders of 1I011andia, Accoda, Boutry, Taccorary and 

;:acconde cannot expect the l east support from J::: l i.J iria. 'lhe lJassase are 

c;:j)ected here at Chama too 

Vcrschue ren to .\s s. of X, 24th november 1739 .•.. I regret that I am 

again forced to write t o Y. Hs. about the maltreatment and suppression 

mated out to Y.Hs.' servants here. ~ have not seen any attempt, since 

last urotc to Y.lls. on 20th S epteober, towards a redress of the decli~ing 

al~2:J.l'C of Lile liable Comp. , the Hatives not be ing able to achieve anythL:;.:; 

towards the re-esta~lishnent of peace and quietness . This Castle has 

aCdin Jeen repaired ~lere ruld there with a little stone and clay, but onl ;;; 

ill order to nakc it reaay for another war. Last night all guns uere a gni n 

tl,Jinted to\-Jards the crom, and cvervthing has been put in readiness, do~m 

to tl~e burning of l:latches. ~"or so[.e time i1011 , there: hFlVe Deen rUL.ours 

thai:. the Fantynen ,,[ould 'UlVe beo~l bribed with l<?.rge sur.1S, and they are 

.,0\1 expected any day to ruin Y.rIs. sub ject:: -who ah/a;s triucphed over 

all others in Virtue and Famc- cOl:1pletely, whilst t'le Eon • ..).-G. is 

expected to give trlClil, Fa:ltynen, a helping hand frr,r" tIle fo . tresscs. 

onctheless, our subjects have rla~e great presents to the - antyne~ in 

rdcr to quiet t:ler,l dom:. \:e elre not so l::UC:l v/Orried tt.lt t:-e l!1inase 

beaten by the Fantynen, but rather th".~ the (Jld ,:en \lil1 .10 10DLcr 

to atop the YounG i;en frO[i attacking ~s.. .•• One e 'fenins sur::e 

Des Bordes l friends edne to sing, delnce r.1nc~ drLlk here :;." 

to tease poor : ,r. Barovi us, singing: lool: at :!ir: I 

bird's cage •• , Lr. (.arstaric is 60 Quci: hat(,'::, 

outsid& the Cast1e: the natives wou1d cut 
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hi;] into a thousand little pieces. At Commany they don't Hant any lonGer 

to recognise as the COlllLlander of the - fort. The "Thole Upper Coast is in 

cornr.lOtion as the \,J assase are marching dovm from their land and want to 

t:lake .rar on the coast Negroes from Axim to Chama. All those Negroes have 

come to the forts, which have been surrounded with palissades ••• 

The liine-master Schnak died last month, ,.;i thout having done -as far as :LS 

kno~m- anything ,.;hich could be to Y .H.s 9 advantage. His filii-ners too have 

died ••• 

IIIC 122; ·J contracts 'vIi th Hatives". 

'l'his day, 2nd ,septeJ:;ber 1739, undersigned, l-I.Hoesen and J.Bontan, COl!1Jnis;:;·, 

i~ers for D.-G. Des Bordes, have gone to the square in front of the Cast le , 

\There the following negotiations took place with the lUmina Ne groe s: 

On the question why they had committed so much insolence against the j'Joble 

Compo and its servants, taking up arms against then on 27 t h day , t hey 

claimed that they had never refused to do t he ir duties to the Noble Comp , 

but that the:' lived in war with the Fantynen, that they had to take vict­

uals from l'..hanta, \·Ihich a gain and again had been taken away from them, and 

that they could not li ve ~- of the sea. That they can't tolerate that the 

people of th('l Fiscal's quarters take a,vay from them the ir victuals and 

pay t or 5/8 ;for 'tIha t is worth 1 :\ngels. That the Donko slaves, when they 

go to quarry stones take from the women their bread, cloth and kak:_~a~ 

in the market. ':Chat they don't understand ~Ihy it is no "1 -as never before­

forbidden to go on the Square with a cap on one's head, a cloth over one's 

shoulder and a pipe in one's mouth. That they had suffered much unde r 

,1._G. Overbeeke, and had wished that iir. Des Bordes vlOuld become D.-G., 

but that they \vere greatly disappointed, and that they had constantly 

:lad troubles "lith him. That they had always been slaves of the whitenen, 

-hat they have been in the 0enyn, and also have helped to conquer Cormant yxl 

nd Lollundia. That the D. - G. had prohibJilted their fishing an panyarred 

food coming over sea. That when D.-G. had closed the gate, they went t ~ 

tE,.l;:e their muskets, and that then tl1ey had been fired upon from the forts, 

-1<.1 t;lat the guns had been earlier pointed in their direction. That it 

war.; Hlvta'ys lI.lpossible to speak with II.H., but cha t he had imprisoned many 

01 the!.l without .lny pro~f of guilt. 'fhat they mourned 414 dead, t hat 13 

lad '')een lladly \vo1..tnded anG that their houses \Tere ournt. 

n this undersiGned COrJr;lissioners ~plied, that they shoud huve presented 

their grievances in a proper manner, and not have started s:lonting at 

nee. 'ihat it had been an old custom to panyar vich:a1s ~Ihen they refused 

to Bell it. 'fha\; if t;:ey brins bad gold to the Cru;tle th t t:ley should 

80 accept it again \thel1 t;:ey are paid wi th it, as we canno ~ li'le ot 

sea either. 'l'hat they should not 'impute \0 U8 the war which -las 

own quarrels. On Commissioners' question what was their 

that they would obey the old la~ls established cet'leen 

e l'oble Comp., and that they recoGnise tLe .... -C. as 

~1 alao requested the restoratiJn of the old 
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custom by v/h ic l1 t h e y were allovJed to try to sell elsnhere a ll t h ose 

s l a ves who wer e b r o u ght t o the fort s but who we re not a c c e p ted by t he 

Nobl e Camp. Fur t hermore, t hey a s k e d to ~e a llowed to c ollect themselv e s 

salt i f the liable Ca mp . d id not do i t; t ha.t through this t rade J\chantyns e 

~~.!.E~a_~ c ame in, s o t hat the '<Io rs t ones c oul d be t aken o u t ; but it Vloul d 

a l so be ne c essar y that the vlh i temen l et the i r s e r vants t a ke o ut t h e \vors t 

ones t oo , whic h t hey de c lar e t o be willing t o exc hange; but t h ey canDot 

agree \>Ii th the p ropos ition to use c m'Jrie s , b ecause all tl1e s tates i n t l: is 

area use nothin[5 but kake ra&s . F i nally, they s a i d that they d o n ot want 

a~y l onger to be held responsible for c anoes wh ic h may b r e ak i n h eavy s eas 

or !.r.ava~o.e_s. • • After these negot i at i ons a l l part i es s eeme d satisfied, 

and as a sign that a l l hostil ities had come to an end, they asked that 

3 guns be fired, wh i ch was i nde ed done. 

IIIC H l ; 
-:':or.11.1ies 8chaik to llSS . of X, 29th f.pr il 1 640 Hi l l em Cars tari s , \Jho 

took over the command from IIr. Des Do r des 1I1hen he became too ill during 

tIle \lIar, vias of a very bad temper , He consumed a lot of !!.:!:..~e_~ __ d.e_~.s::~!1.Edl}-.e 

a lias ~e}~e~e2:. (schna~pps) of which he used to take a bottle any day ilC felt 

bored •• , i:r. Darovius had to stay on St.rago Hill under most mise r able 

circumstances, till i t pleased tlle Alm i ghty to pull tho Gene r al out of 

t~ is world, after which it scemed that a l l that breathed began to revive. 

Chief ;;erchant Darovius to fl ss. of X, 30th ;~pril 17L:~() ( e xtract: o r i g ;inal 
manuscript consists of 68 pages) 

.•. I may humb l y remind Y.Ils. t hat the Council hC:ts requested thC1~t the 

vacD.!1G post of D, - G. may b e transferred to rl1y sligl:t person. The 

lringins to _,;Imina of a big Fantyn army, ~n the invitation of the l ate 

I .-\.. Ll order to ruin Y.iIs' subj ects and also in order to enrich him-

self with the loot, offered also an attractive op~ortunitv to the so-calle~ 

,:ing of ,:assa, Int i ffer, to lay siege to ,[ . Ils' fort ress at Saccondee, 

~rin3inG it into very narrow straits, hut it was saved by the courageous 

defence of t~0 subjects. ,llong the Lower Coast too, several factories 

\lere alarJ:1ed by tile machinations of the }'antynen , and the comlilimder at 

. pan, for instance, \laS compelled to spend considerable amounts in order 

to stop tLeir mischief 

.Is. do not want tel sive US permission to sel l slaves to foreigners for 

, ¢ 3 /., " ut l1e uay r01'1il1d Y .1Ts. that t 1e maJe sle~ves arc aeing bousLt 

here for lese than 5 ¢ a:ld the females for prices up to 3 ¢ 8 ;.. Gince 

no slo.veships seem to IJe forthcoming, a ~let profit of a:"otl ~ 1 0 8 f. se011S 

.lOt so 'ad, the fJOr0 as othen/iGe such slaves miz'~t well fall ill or die 

.1 • tb 0 1 0", It;s not qU.lte underLt.and~·Jl,~ how Y .:is. cem ",url.nc; .e~r onG \Ia~ ~ < • • 

Uiland thu.L o'tLlj~ liq~id sold b,; talce:: iJ1 pd:]"L!~r .. t f, -" fjLCh &:Lveo, ac I 

sup ose that 1 need not give pro'Jfs of tOlE: fact tc t neitl".er Jutch, :10. 

lish, nor French s :lips eve-:- take li(~uiu. ",old or r.;o:1.e~· as t,lcir E~a .. 

\1e hope, and ill princi,le e::pect, thc.t nO\l, after t:1C de,tt,. 

o des, we shall no lon~er be without trade, i~ particular Aft 
o~ing \1:,0 arrived ~cre ~·.l 
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14th i~pril. I f t hey come through, \,e shoul d he able to buy this year 

still at least 2,000 Fs. slaves apart fr om the occasional quantities of 

gold and ivory, in case Y. Hs. give permission t o make the following 

alte r a tions i n the pri ce-list (follows a list of 40 items). 

\/e were touc hed to see that Y.Hs. gave again new orders concerning t~e 

activities of iiine-master Schnak , but 1;/e must reply, to our ree;ret, t:1D."C 

he, as we l l as the other mi ne boys, have i n the meantime journeyed into 

eterni ty. \Ie s ay :: to our regret :, not so :TIuch because of the eminence c: 
aforesaid person, but rather because i f he were still a live, we would 

-ly 
certai n/have demanded some anSVler frOG ;l i r:1 for h i s unpardonable benavi ()ccr, 

:1aving deceived Y .Hs. in s uch a shameful manner, di sguising h i s inabili t: 

to find mi nerals under subtle acts of chemistry. lIe spent more than 3 

months after hi s arrival i n gilding hand-watches, poniards, knives, spoone, 

bowls and watch-chains for the late D.-G ., Oppercomu i es Hobroek and 

Commies Carstar i s, t he secretly opening of all sorts of le tter-seals and 

closing theD again invisibly •.. Finally, as a proof of his mineral 

abil i ties, he began to make a mine under the garden-house just Hest of 

~t.lago Hill, but so close to the ~alt River, and in such low grounds, 

that at h i gh tide the water would nearl y reach the place where the dig~ 

gings were. Whilst this was going on, the hine-master suddenly got the 

idea to nake anco tller mine a little l ess thnn an l,o ur I s distcmce to the 

,Torth of :Lll'l ina, but ... Ii th as l ittle success. One of the miners actually 

told lile that he, Schnall.:, had no idea of mining at a l l, that at best he 

could be called a ve ry medi ocre chemist. It was only because of a false 

\lar-alarm that thi s useless work was stopped. ~hen he wen t to the Upper 

(;oast, but there he committed such follies, t ha t the Comaander of lIoll arl(1.:i ... 

was eventually compelled to put him in shackles. ~e trentcd hi e mine- ~o~~ 

also in such a scandi .. 10us manDer, that sevei'al people he.ve assured us 

that t~ey have died rather as a result of misery, hunger and beatings 

them of the ordinary land-dese2.se. 

'Ie noted Y . lis <I I surprise ahd .taispleasure about the fact thi:\.t the affai r.s 

of t0e former Opne rcomnies Blet rem~in un-finished, but the late D.-0. is 

to l)e)lamed flJr t:lis, and it is ver~r s ad tha t mentioned £let had to sta.:' 

A Ir GUC~ a long time on the Coast without progressin[ an inch. ;n t~e 

meantiue the effects of Carstaris remain under sequestration, and he i s 

engaged in a daily pen-and-ink war, in which we shall let ~he~ continue 

l1e are at present so ibnorant o f \1'1at ie. :1apper.in..; along t~:c Louer Coast, 

th~t it looks as if there ~ad never bee~ such a tnins, on the one ~a~d 

'Jecauce vlO ~ICl'e for sucll a 1011<; tim8 h:cpt outside e ... orything, and on tho 

other because for a long time:: th0rc has boen no corr"syond..:ncc behlce:ll u.s 

and thc factories at [,pan~, Jercoc, _ccra and tilC further .00,cr Coast, ;"u'" 

oauso of thc unsafety of t"e paths J.acl the poacllin6 of ttL 'antyne:n. 

llarch oppcrcornr.1ies Hobroel;: \mntcd to return to his fortrca:; at 

he camo back on _6th, bccausc the su')j(:Ccs of his fortr·.:!.:.;;:, 

land. He \lent a second time on 30 th, but not \/it' 

8 rlously to be careful 'Iith a cortain Ca;"oceer.t 
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:mnemahoe, called Courantier. TIe ,Jen t pe r sonally to see him, on the 

oral promise of safe-conduct made by a servant whon mentioned Caboceer 

sent to him, Hobroek, before he disembarked. :Jut up to nml he is be i nG 

kept under arrest by Courantier. Al l this may ~Je expla ined fro El the 

fact that the late General and he, TIobroek, had bribed the enti re ~'anty~ 

country, bu t sinc e the Fantynse were compelled on 21st l~rch to withdraw, 

t~ey have thought it good to get provisionally t his hostage in their 

hands in order to compell the Noble Compo to pay a handsome r ansom ••• 

(Encl. ) Journal concerning the most remarkable incidents occurring ~ithin 

this Government betvleen 16th Harch and 15th April, extracted by J . ~azevier . 

Pn 16t~ liarch General Des 30rdes expired, leaving the country full of war 

aclin an indesribable confusion, the Elminas seeing themselves surrounded, 

since 5th January, and besieged by an army of 3 0 , 000 Fantyns8 Negroes, 

called in by the deceased in order to ruin them, if ~oscible, totally 

and to make their \lives and children t>eir slaves. dessrs I-iobroek, Cars­

taris, Lilune, Van Voorst and Verschueren went , to see the arrested :;hiei' 

de rchant Darovius to ask him for adv i ce, but he refused , saying tha t 

since his arrest on 1 8th Jlovember 1 739 he had been completely cut off, 

and that first of all he wanted to know i f they knew why at all he had 

been imprisoned. Aforesai d gentle~en , although all of them were I~rnbc rs 

of t~e Council, said that they didn ' t, as the l ate D.-G. ~ad never given 

them the least knowledge about the reasons for his arrest or asked for 

their consent in the matter, and tha t it had been impossible to them 

to mako any chcmge in hiG decisLms on account of t he unbearable moods 

of the late D . -0. ilr. Carstares too, denied to have been involved il'. 

any \Iay in the arrest of ;ir. Darovius. 

,In 21st ;iarch Presideilt sent messengers , led by Ass istant Jiangold, into 

the ~antynse camp, to ask the Fantynse to stop their attacks as n. -0. 
'os Jordes had now died, but to their surprise the deputies wer e answeree 

tiw,t tl1e;i, FantYl'lGn, would continue their war, as they had proI:lise cJ. to 

do so to the late D.-G •••. We then decided to protect rigorously the 

territory and the subjects of t~1e -'loble Com po with such power as 1.Ie had, 

and to show tais bribed army that tLe present Government had resolved 

to take t,lO :iobl e Comp. 's prosperity at heart, and not its ruin • . 

~he ~antynen having started their attack between nand 10 o'clock, we 

could sec our men defending themselves with virile courage, and pushinB 

buck their enemies. It was not necessary to fire more t~an two or three 

shots from the cannon o~ ht.Iago ~o cause eventu~ll~ the ~reatest con­

fusion amonG tl'.e ener.lies, \'Iho , after ll.::tving set fire to th·)ir canp, flee., 

eaving; behind at least 711 canoes and ·varioEs i tens of bac;a:;e. ~l:_t 

Was a general fear tho.1- tl1e l·' mt;fnen after t:1Gir defe?t at 1anina, 

in .lediatel~- GO to the ...,o'/e1' COc-st ia order to take t:lere '.That tl!,:: 

to them 

sent a messa::;e to lir.,'arovius, askinG ;li::t tc 

as of old, ShOWi.lg in tl:a-:; \lay ho;! 
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eager they were to prove their f orme r fidelity and submission to the 

:.o)le COMpo and to offer their obedience and faithful se rv ices ••• on 

vhich Presiden t replied that he ~ad taken note of t ~e ir complaints and 

that their righ ts would h e protected. 

(:8ncl.) Extracts of I; inutes of Counc il. 

22nd iiarch 1,;40. ilembers of the Council agreed ul1B.nimously \-rith the 

i ns tallatiun of Chief i;e rchant Darovius as : resident of t~c Co uncil. 

resident put the question './bether any of the pre s ent ;iembers could eJC -­

pl a in \vl1y the Assistants Raams and Van der Putte had b een kept since ~;ay 

1738 in rigorous arrest, with the result t hat they h ave suffered great 

damages to their hea lth and forces. It b ecame clear that none of tho .s e 

present had ever quit e understood what were the exact accusations made 

aga i nst theQ, and it was t here fore unan i mously res olved to release t h ese 

b'IO persons provis i onally, so that t hey can recover a little, till fur Lle r 

inquiries have ucen made i n the exact nature of their of fe nces 

2[)th "arc h 17 L:·O. President i nforme d Council th~t the Chi efs of t ele Cr om 

~lad sent SOEle deputie s 1;li tl'l the hurnole request tl:.2. t the persons 1:1ho since 

t:,.~ ;)e e; inl1 ing of ,January were be iil;; kept i n t he prisons with a heavy chain 

,"round their ,lecks anQ shackles ar ound their ankles, only, as f ar as t ~. 8j· 

ime\-" on account of their be i ng suspec te d of some treason for \Jldc :.l they 

aad ,hovever,not ye t b een condemned, be at least released of the heavy 

c.aia around t heir necks, t hus preventinB the i r total collapse. i.ent i oncd 

C~iefs added t hat t h e y would be pleased to llo~that henceforward, in case 

iJ.Y'~· of their people \'I'ere suspccted of certain offences, suspects \%ulc1 

no 10P3cr be submitted to t err i b l e tortures, t hat their cases wo~ld be 

inquired into in a more orderly and mode r ate manner, and that those who 

r:1.) found guil t~ be punished \·,i th"\lt undue delay 

ncree provisionally to t hu aoove request . •• 

I t was resolved to 

(:nc1.) D.Hobroek, j,nnomaboe, to Barovius , 2 L;·th April17 L,O .... Y. II . mo.:; 

~ind in tho Cormantyn correspondenc e hOvl muc" has "een given to the :7ar:t:1l1GC 

.1") th..: orders of thc late CenerD.l: 13 iik for initi~l costs, for +;;.e 

COLll.i1.:, together of the L:ll1d (s ic), and fllrthermore, accordin:; to ar:ceem:~nt, 

110 slIaJl:l casks of gunpo~lder ad 2;1 Ibs each, I e:.. 1lk 2 ¢ of liquid Gold , and 

.,00) Ibs lead in exchange for \>1hich ..,Jere oiven 13 Y01.:111:; i-_m.pi~E. (pmll1s), 

110 \/Quld ~)e :.'eturned if the nattcr had ''Jeen d u. e to L.e satisfaction 0: 

t elate !,. __ ,' ••• , 'J'he Conrantier s ays that t\IO u~ lllS r owers are stil ... 

_ osty ••• 

Journal • 
..,ent a cricular letter to t:1e Calli, ,a.nd<.rs of t:le outer-for'tu: 

dying trade. and also in furt~leranc(: of orders ee:. t 

their letter of 21st ,ovezabcr 1739, we send l'erc : . 

.,1: t e same time al: comr.anders of t::e Ol"ter-

1:0 buy good and aceepta 1e 
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s l aves, havi ng at the same t i me the liberty to s e ll them agai n to Dutc h , 

F r ench and :Sn gl i sh shi p s and to s tore t radegoods a c quired for t hem i r. 

their sto re-houses , usin~ those goods aga i n for t~eir trade. Dut strict 

orders are also hereby issued, that the se l lers s houl d be abl e t o p resent 

papers about these sal es, anrl ce r t i ficate,s t~la t at l east 8 Ang~ -Of liguid 

gold, or otherwi se the same value i n i vory has ~een paid as r ecogni tion 

to -e,l(! Company for each slave, whether mal e, fema l e o :c c hild. 

12th l~Ugust 1740. "Informations about the troubl es bet\!Cen the ::.~ngl i sh 

ll e i)2' oes of ,3acconde and the Antase' l ••.• I;r, Dunbar vlOuld have asked 

~lhJ the 8acconde people had panyarred a n gma1 treated Lngl i sh mer c hants, 

on wh i ch the Saccondese replied: Our ancestors have built this fort, of 

which we expect protect i on, and we wish to know why the ~nglish have 

ascistcd our enemy Intuffer. On this the }'~nglishman replied: hut \1e did 

allm' you:c \'lOmen and childl'c~1 to come ins ide our fort; but \',hen i;e ssrs 

"elville and CraiG started to count them, you began to fear that t;_ey 

would be sol d out to Intuifo r. ~ut they replied th~t thi c had never been 

the habi t among free negroes ••• The Ne groes furt~erDore certified to 

[1'. Duni)ar that ~,hen , ir. Cope cawe, that t;10Y had offered him 50 bendas 

if he woule. offer them protection, but that i:r . Cope had refused , tha ':; 

Lntuffor vould have offered to Cope to defeat t he ~ntase, and to give him 

the Dut c h fo rts, on which the ~nglishman would have s a id t hat he was not 

interested ••• He then sent a servant to Intuffer to tell him that t~ero 

is an ,~nglish and a Dutch fort at Sacconde, and t:lat it 'dol:ld >e be tter 

if he, Intuffer went to t he Dutch forts in Upper ~nta. nut Intuffer 

roplied t~at he had nc intentions aginst Zuropean forts, ~ut a6a inst the 

.ntase. ~s the ~nglish also sold tobacco, cloth and gunpowder to Intuffc, 

the .~nglish ;Jaccondese felt betrayed. \1;len Intuffer came behind tbe 

:~lC;lisll fort at ,'Jacconde , Ondercomnie s De {;Ochenker sent tilem a message, 

urging tllelil not to offer protection to Intuffer, but to l;:ccp out of i;',e 

lMlaver; but \Ihen Il1tuffer did sturt to figllt, the ,:nglish fired on ti: .: 

.. r>t<.tse ••• 

2',1th .• Uf£ust 17':(1. C;or.lmies Jtarckcnborg rcp(,rted 011 ilia miscio!l to 

'j"o'an~:rn tc lind out why the ;'ant ynse had apl:eured \Ii tIl such .::;reat l;l1,:;11t 

before the Crom under the fort at Cormantyn, had threatened it terribly 

und had 2-180 el':tortcd contributionc fI'om the comiilandc.rs of our forts at 

pam <:tnd Bercoe, and l"ad bl('ckadca Go rmar.tyn ~,)Ot:l 0,1 ~£'nu and on sea 

lJurillG the paluver \Thich was aeld at Cormant:.-n on 23i1d .July 1 the:' told 

him th<.l.t i.r. lIobroek !lad asked them to come to ,':lmin.', t -'lot t 1e:' bad ·Je,--!'_ 

isled etc. etc. • • Finally they asked 3,000 bendas gold as a recorJp­

n, which S. oanaged first t.., reduce to l,(JCtJ, 2nd eventt:&lly tc 

the j!'antynsc maintain t'}at the \w.r La.u cost tilCln Gluch rlOr-:: 

refuse absolutoly to accept :.r. obroek again as 
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IffiKG 105 ; Journal. 1st Fe bruary 1741 ... 
i:ece ived from Pattakery a let ter from ,',ss is tant Dronssema, de. 11th Augus t 

17~); ... Everything is here i n peace and qu ietness, and there would be 

good trade, if only Capt. :;oo r were not am this Coast ; he has spoilt the 

\1hole trade .alon g tr,e LOvle r C02.:5t, and sent trade-ships to various plac e3 

l'I i t l1 such goods on board as a re most popula r among the He groes , He has 

chosen :.zppe as his mai n trading-pl a ce, and he stops there all the ships 

of f ore i gn nations. Capt . de Moor also kept for mor e than 2 months letters 

\'Ihich I had asked him to transuit t o Y.H ... . I came here 2'} years aGo, 

on the orders of D. -G. !Jes j~ordes, a nd I \'Iould hav e had to break up 

long ago if I had not been able to continue the trade wi th ships of f or -

emgn iTa tions. j1ut Y. H. could onl y make the trade flo uri s h if I.lI . c ot~ld 

;:;et Capt. ,loor removed from Epe . Y.H. could do that by excluding Eppe 

from the passports for the Portuguese, giving them i n stead author i ty to 

GO to Jmnemaboe or Quita. ',['11e i·r e gr oes he re have a terr i b l e dislH;:e of 

door, . nod the King 01 DU):lOmme; i f he.: could got hold. of him,. l'lOUld mnSKtCrG 

(sic) him in thQ most hor r iblo m~nl1er, be c a use he has severa l times sold 

gunpowder and muskets to Schampa. He has a l so a tradepost at P o po. If 

a Silip of the Comp. c a me here, I c ould barter nearl y a whole ::?E-Ei'-!>Y~J: 

for gold : I cou l d buy here at leas t 200 ;ik per y ear. The trade at rida 

seems to be poor. The P ortuguese are sai d to hav e thrown half of their 

tobacco over ~ oard, as the Da hommese don ' t like their tobacco. The old 

T,ing of Dahorutile t the one \vho has destroyed anti '<lasted a ll the states, has 

(hed, and since his death tvlo of h is sons are making war on each other 

for their posses3 i on, which i s being caused hy the V o!'..i~!...s_a:!:!...e....n!!.. (=?) , 

IJ\lO profits froE1 this occasion and wh o i s alreadJ, marching up vii th a n 

'J.rmy of 20,000 in order to fight wit :: the Dahommese. J" ut no whiteman 

\!i11 trade vii t h h i E1, because ~'! e is a real roober ;Ie e s6 he l ps ;ioor 

und sets him and other traders up against me ••• 

~:eplied to ;3ronssema that I \dll do a good word for him \Ii t l1 the lIon. 

j1ircctors, but that I c~n't supply him wit h oore ships, as t he Compo does 

110 longer trD.de in slaves, but that the trade is no,1 not 0eing done by 

t.he Comp.';; servants on th0 Coast entirely for their Rl1n account, as t ;,. e y 

have to pa~' 0'2 every slave 8 Aug.of gold as recogniti on to t:le Directors, 

and that l trust that he will continue to trade wit~ s~ips of all ~ati ons. 

8th "arch 1741; Circular letcer announc i ng appoiimhlent of De Petersen as 
Director- General 

23rd ,July 1741. l:ece ivecl a l etter from COlili·!ies Van " uyl, i.ccra, that 

SODie da~'s ago the . ,kims c had come for palaver \-li t h t'le ,ccrase) involviu;: 

those of Oukyntje as vlell as Darcon •. That the "/hole _.ccra countr:: .1a(: 

come for the palaver, and that Oukyntje, havi.:g been put in the riS·,t, 

paid, accordinG to the custom of t;le l~.!ld, somet:lint; to t:le :.l~:.r.se 

'ngl.ish '\ccrase. T~ut later Darco': c ar.Je to say tInt !le could .. ot 

It is said that the .quar;lIJoese , tl.c .'a.'lt: nse (t' 

,cronse have coce to the :nglisl1 Crorr. ir 

'be ,and Darcon too,wol~ld have bC'ug::t 
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27th J uly 1 7 41. ~ece ived a letter from Van Kuyl, Ac c ra : • • • The origin 

of the pal aver he r e c an b~ found in the p e n (agreement) '"hich the 

Fant7nse, ~quamboese, Ac k i mse and Accrase had made that nob ody would 

panyar a ny of eac h other's peopl e~' But they s ay that i t was b r oke n by 

the l\cc rase. L demol1Gtrated tb.:. t he Acc r ase that the I'antyns e i'liJ.d a l so 

broken it, as 1 had sent one of my servants to Apam, s ome time a go, :v}.ti.l, 

my cane, but tha t ~le had been panyarred and so l d by the Fan tynse 

4th December 1741. ••• frO :ll Van Kuy l , :~ccra: The As s i antyne n aIld 

the Ackimse are prepar i ng for war. The Acki mse ask me for mo r e powder 

and guns, so pl earesend De some from ~lmina. S e h a mpo i s at the moment 

!"!laking war on !'''lOna. '.lith a l l these wars a l ot of peopl e from Acc r a and 

also fron Temma have come to stay here in the fort. Ve are getting short 

of 'l'Jater ••• 

L iE:G 106; JournaL 

(;IAxim Correspondenc e 7i ) 18th ;~pr i l 1 742. I:r. i,i .Van der Noo t de Gi etere 

wrote about gold-mining ; that it coul d b e quit e successful if the Nat i ves 

vere not so a~gressive. ~hey once attacked the 2ortuguese, when tho] made 

attempts to open a mine, then us, for instance when they attacked the 

stronghold on i;ount imcoper, but in that case the garrison managed to 

t uka refuge in Axim. It would be very expensive to start any such enter­

prise with succeSD, as one would ha ve to give a lot of presents beforeha n O. 

I f you try to lnake a mine on yo ur Olin, it is alw.J.y s t h e S3.r.le thing : " fll y 

frianrk, YOl, will have to m0ve; our dom~ne~<: or fe1:..i_s~e_ EaaR says t ha t 

the .f~_~i.s~s_e_ has orderec1 him that no gold should b e dug i n our country , 

because our country would get involved in hea vy "rar'l •.• 

("fcccra Correspondence 'l ) 23rd iiarch 1742. lieceived from i ir. Van r: uy l CJ • 

. 'lptter dd. 10tll iiarch: Yesterday the Assiantynan have defeated t he 

lcl,il'lse, \}h iclJ caused great confusion here, and people all along t h e Lower 

IJoast sede protection under the fortresses. lier., the llegroes are ;J l,sily 

repairing the Cat-place in order to use it for bheir defence. They are 

nfraid that the ,.ssiantyr.en vlill come to make war on t h e m to o . Accordi:rc:, 

to rUT.lOurs most of the ;'.kir:lse have fled to t:1C: Lower Coa3t. They may also 

come :lere, but in th,l.t case, the Negroes say here, tbey can f t give t :leLl 

a.1Y protec t i<'11. Tlle~r are se rio~·sly short of '-later. '':: he l)CJ.nis ll Governor 

has sent sor.le p00ple to .kim; these Ifegroes have CODe back and declare 

t'lat the whole of j,kim has lJeen defeatcd, and that ver~' uany grandees 

ve ;.leCh lcilled. 'rhe people of I,abbadde and '_essie hav!;) already fled 

to Dercoe. Temma fort viould not te able to stand sue;' an o·"e .'might ••• 

from Van;~u:'l, ",cera: •••.. hereby send a request for nc:'o 

Iitlfoodls, bcc.?use as a reGult of t;'lC defeat of the Akimse ",e ca."'] bu:, 

I have ho't,ever not" e ~ seer. an'· occasion '~o 

that our Comp.' s makelaer was killed i:l 
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1st ilpril 174·2. Hece ived from Van Kuyl, Accra a 'c opy of a letter 1J/rittei1 

to him by Commies Gavlron at Apam: ••• 'l'his is to tell you that iiak_ela_e_~ 

Dacon is dead, and t;lat the II,quamboese have his head, \"hich they want to 

bring to Pockoe as soon as the war with the Assianty nen has subsided a 

little. But the Fontynen have suffered great damages from the panyarrins 

-more than 1 00 of them were taken away- and s ince the !,ssiantynen ',-ave 

panyarred so many of them, none of t~em have anymore heart for a battle. 

Yet Fontyn wants to defeat Agonna, because it refuses to give bac~ w~at 

"ras panyarred ••• PS. '':''he Fontynen spread the rumOl..,r that Oppockoe \Jill 

not CODe down to ~ccra, but that be will send from this ••• (?) deputies, 

and that 1'ockoe will put the l\quamboese agaL1 in their country, and also 

that Daquentyn is alive in Pockoe's hands, and th.::.t he has Oers' head 

IGth April 1742. "Irote to Accra : Gentlemen,/ : i.e. Commies :"~aa[1S and 
Bookkeeper Gen. Verschueren:/ 

this is to intruduce to yo u the Assiantynen who cai11e to bring the news 

of their victory and .. rho asked for transport to ;\ccra in order to .larn 

the Assiantynen there not to undertake anything agains t the Datives 

'.wdor t ile jurisdiction of tlle j)utC~1 l!at ion, because t:.lakeI2.er Darcon, 

about whose conduct they (we?) are very angry, has already died, his 

he.a.d havin;3 been cut off by the Aquamboese. '1'he Grandees of this CrOf:1 
powder to 

furthermore request me to ask you to send on their account/the value of 

2 slaves, if there arC! j,ssiantynen who could carry it, to ~)ockoe, ,'ILic): 

t'ley promise to pay for to the Cllief t;erchant. I think t 1-w.t the Dutch 

l'la tion s hould keep itself neutral, but I send hereby also my servant 

{'bram with a present for Pockoe, to \Thom he should request to fJake every -

thin~ quiet nsain. 

23rd April 1742. TIeceived a let ter from TIaams & Verschueren, dd. ~ccra, 

20th Apri l : ••• the deputies of Pockoe have arrived here to tell a b out 

l1tS victory, ~)ri..le;ing a pre5ut of t:lree ja./bones. ''chere are ovory da.y 

morc; deputies coming from. ssiantynj by no\-/ there are about 50 or 60. 

~he: come \-/ell armed, and apread along the entire Lower Coast, ~ut the; 

have orders not to c~i'1i .li t any acts of enr,;i ty before t::e palaver abont 

ransom ,l a& boen made. \Ie ':-:-e grettecl to note that tho I'.ssianty nse AmbE·ssac1o:" 

"/ho C3.r:Je frOl:l Eloinn de'nnn~ed, as e;oon as he put his fooi; on shore, all 

t;,at DarCOil had possessed here an. elsE::\'lhere, to the last 0 it. ilhat 

should \-Ie do, if l)o c~oe ins:i.3ts i11teed en ,avinc; all t'lat .0arcon had? 

The Dutcil tlation nOl'nw.lly p:rotect~ it:; SULJjects, &nd does not leave there] 

a prey to tlleir enemies. It s:loui-d be added, tha"~ Dil.l'COn, 2cCDJ:tding to 

witnesses here in ,C(:3:-8., hs.d )~;n talking aOol..!t a VW.r behlet:l1 :.kin: ::l:,c1 

ssiantyn since long, a_nd that he, Darcon ~_ad gone to __ k1.i! to fi:lis::. hJ_3 

palaver './e al'~ of t~e o»inion that we si,ould do all we cnn to 

fULlily, ~d lodgo til,m, if need be, in th'] fort 

i'e are iafor .. 1ed that the :la;ltYl1Se lieeroe; 

.. very Bincle thing they C~ '3et from \!S, 
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saying th_~t Pockoc's .IUIlbassador a nd Y. H.'s s e rvant hav e onl~r come he r e 

for t ho furtherance o f Pockoe' s war against t :lem , Fantynen •• • 

27th April 1742. \frotQ to l~aam6' a n d Ve rschue ren: ••• y . !~s. s h ould t e l l 

thc" Assia.nt ynen t hat Darcon \lel1t to ..... k i m \-l i t holl t any s pecia l i n ten t i ons 

against them, bu t onl y for h i s own pa l a v er; that he was kep t t h0 r e bO CB1E 0 

of the O!lcor.ling \var , aga i nst h i s f ree .lill. \Ie r epeat t hat it i s our 

opini on that we s:lOul d stay as neut r a l as poss i bl e , bu t that vIe s h oul d 

n o t agree to the i r demands conc erning Dar con ' s f ar,l ily •• • 

29th April 1742. De c eived a l etter from ~aams ~ Ve rsc hu e r en , dd . ~ccra, 

27t~ Apr i l . ••• There arc here some new r umours wh i c h c ause c onsidora~10 

unr0st. 'l'he 1,s s i antynen have sent here and t o othe r pla c es messenger s 

to take froD every coast crom a small l e vy. All these croms, i nclud i ng 

ours, have paid up, but lir e ))o rpf, the Danish Commandor at il i ngo , has 

refused, and offended t tlOl!l , cal l i ng them t :. ieves and beggars. ;, feu d:t~·c 

later tl:e f\ ssi2.n t :rnen car.le down vii th 4,000 men, and too:~ avlay a ll his 

subjects and servants ; the huts were l ooted and t he fort was be3ie~ed . 

lll<: Danes are nO\1 very frightened, and fear that they \"ill come ~ler<) •. . 

1st llay 1742. Hece i ved a note from liess r s Le l v i ll, Cl'.a l mer and Crichton, 

dd. Cape Coas t Castle, 30th .i'.pril, ••• \Ie r e ceived advice fro m the Lee­

ward that Apock o 's intent i ons on the Accra natives are still doubtful . 

, r. l;elvill \vi l l tl1e::r e fore [3; 0 thi thor ••. \Ie should act i:l conc ert in 

t'.io affair, and "vI e propose to act jointly on an~r 'Creaty vlhic,l may be 

contracted vit h .p ocko ••• 

13th 1 ay 1742. Heceivcd a letter from I:aams C, Vc rschueren, dd. :.c cra, 

. til iiay. • •• '.c'lle ,'\.s3iantjnen are !10t at ~ll prepared to accept our e;{-

.pl natiuns concerning Darc on, anc1 t;'ey threaten to come dO\/D with }' ockoe 

anp. to ru':'l1 tile \Thole country . 'rhe r cfore we have given - on the i:1sis ·'.:'-ilc0 

o the .. ccra 8randees and Daroon's rel ~:tive3 themselves- 5 b ig strings elf 

con~ do te.I2"~' worked and lollse gold, a b~x \lith cll, to., and anytting 

ich could be got from the Ileceased' s household, ,·Ii ves a",d slaves to 

old. ssiant:-n " mbassadoJ;'. Dut ~le demanlled still 6 big bottles filled 

'e said to be buried insid. this fort, and the first \/i1e: 

For more t~lan l~' days we lsave tried to convince him 

et these, and finally he demanded not only Darcon's 

those of lIIoe and Pieter Pjl.sop. [hen we refused, '10 

t d the guns on the fort as if wo 

a1 be not' ti 



• 



(JIJKG 106 cont.) 

30 mk worth of effects in the fort at 'llel!llna ••• 

15th d ay 1742. Urote to Raams p-, Verschueren : It is reported that the 

Fantynen pany arred about 90 Assiantynen who were returning after having 

00ught salt here ••• Aake sure that Poclwe gets to kno"l about the mis­

behaviour of the Assiantynen at Temma, and that if he does not give rec o~p­

ensation t here, t hat \>le sha ll issue a general ban on the sale of muskets, 

gu n powde r and lead to a ll Assiantynen 

23 rd iia y . ;}e ceived a l e tt e r from Haams 2: Verschueren, dd. ;cccra, 21st 

l ia y ••• Lr. ; ;elvill h a s not yet arrived. He is reported to be still £It 

'=' i lilpa. On 11th l;ay all difficulties with the Assiantynen were solved, 

a nd that same a fternoon t h e y departed altogether from under the fort. 

You r se r vant a nd the ~lmina Ca b oceers have not gone with t h em. There 

are rumo urs t ha t the .Gn glish have had to pay larg e sums on the first 

vi s i t o f t h e " s s i anty nen. Yesterday an ambassador of the King of !\ssian­

tyn came he r e "iit l1 s ome of t he Company 's goods, a .slave and a child, 

cap tured by hi s peopl e at Temma. He said t hat the King ~ad been very 

a n g r y, say ing t :wt h e h a d alway s wanted to be on frien dly terms "lith the 

Dutc h liation , and t hat he \.,rill pay for t h e remaitlder of t h e damages. 

'I, e expec t a bloody ,var be twe e n t he Assiantynenand the I'antynen, because 

it is said t l.lat Pockoe has drawn all his forees together and t hat he is 

advancing on Agonn a ••• An _~nglisl: ship arrived here \vi th the news t hat 

the ~ ing of Ojo ha s defeated the King o f Dahomme with the help of the 

Great Robber 3 jampon, and tha t f~r t hree months now the re has been no 

t r ade a t a ll a t F ida . ••• 

25th ijay 1742. S e n t th e f ollowing circular le t ter : 

. " •. '['he Grande e s of t~1 is sub ject Crom informed us 'bhat the :Peoples of 

.lJassa, 'tJuffer, Abrimboe , Great Commany, Foetoe, Simbio and Fantyn 

~ave put their heads together and spread t h e rumo u r t hat t~e last 

arriving ambassadors from the King of Assiantyn have come to this Crom 

wi th th e jav0 0n es of t he ir defeat ed enemies and in or<!er to announc e 

tha t t h e y would at t ac k a nd ruin all t h e aforesaid Peoples ••• 

l ie cannot but i nsist (\lith them) that this rumour is false, and Y. Ils . 

are hereby urgently re queste& ~o explain t h is to Y. lls' subject peoples. 
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