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Cannoe. They only thought the Linguift
was gone, with a defign to fee fome of
the Ships. When .he' came on fhore
again,one of our Boats went juft then from
the Moorings, in order to go on board our
Ship. Being got about half way, the
Officer in the Boat fpied fomething floac-
ing on the Sea, which at his coming
nearer, he perceived to be a human Bedy
lying on its back; and now and then
{purting Water out at the Mouth. This
fhowing it was ftill living, he ordered it
to be taken into ‘the Boat, being bound
in the {fame manner as the Linguift had
told me. Immediately they untied this
poor Woman, chafed her Limbs, and
rolled her Body about, whereupon fhe
difchargeda good quantity of falt Water out
of her Mouth. Then they carried her on
board the Ship, not knowing in the feaft
the occafion of her being in the Sea, and
extremely wondering fhe had efcaped the
Sharks, who are ufually {o voracious, that
when a dead Perfon is thrown overboard,
or a living one falls into the Sea by Acci-
dent, they are in an inftant torn to pieces

e . by
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by thofe voracious Animals. ~ So that this.
poor Creature {feemed to have a miracu-
lous Efcape; and the knowledge of thg
greedinefs of thefe Sharks, I fuppofe, in~
duced the Linguift to tell me, that he ©
aGually faw her torn to pieces; verily |
believing it would fo happen, which his:
Fears would not let him ftay to fee, on |
account of the great {well the Billows of *
the Sea had at that time. :
Upon my receiving the sbovementi-
oned account from the Mate, tho’ pleas'd
with the fafety of the poor Woman, yet
it filled me with Apprehenfions, if the
King of Dabome fhould come to know
it: For he might pretend, his Fetiche, or *
God, being difappointed of this Sacri-
fice by us, would revenge it on me, or
at leaft oblige me to make up the Affair
with large Prefents.  So having confider-
ed of the matter, I writ to the chief Mate,
to charge our People to keep the thing
fecret; it being of the urmoft Confe~ i
quence to us all to do it: Which they
accordingly did: Some time after, going
on board the Ship, I examined this Wo-
6 man
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man by the Linguift, but {he would never
confefs the reafon of the King’s difplea-

10§

fure againft her; alledging fhe knew not -

that fhe had in any refpeét offended him.
However, I found by the Linguift, that
he fufpected, it was on account of her
affifting fome of the King’s Women in
their Amours.

This Woman being a fenfible Perfon,
did us good fervice in the Voyage. For
fhe was known to feveral of the Negroes
on board, and by her ralking to and ad-
vifing them, made them eafy in their
Minds ; She obferved to them, amongft
other things, “ That as we had fhown
« fuch Kindnefs to her, firft in faving her
Life, and fince in taking care of her,
who might be reckoned an ufelefs Per-
fon to us, on account of her Age; fo
they had all the reafon in the World
to believe we were much better people
than their own Countrymen ; and that
the ftrange Stories they had been for-
merly told of white People, muft be
falfe.” The female Negroes, who ufed
always to be the moft troublefome to us,
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on account of the noife and clamour they
~ made, wer€ kept in fuch Order and
corum by this Woman, that I had never
the like in any Voyage before: And when
I came to Antegoa, Charles Dunbar Efq_;
Surveyor General of Barbadoes, and the
Leeward Iflends, on my Recommenda-
tion, bought her, and I was not a little
pleafed fhe had got fo generous and good *
a Mafter. 1
But 1o return again to the great Cap-
tain: When he was ready to depart from
Faqueen, all the Europeans in the Place &
waited on him to the fide of the River,
that runs on the back part of the Town. 4
Upon taking leave I told him, “ I wanted
« but eighty Negroes to compleat my Car- -
¢« go,” and he promifed he would ac-
quaint the King with it; and I might
be fure his Majefty would fend them down
to me forthwith. However, thisdid not
happen according to my Expeétation ; for
I underftood afterwards the King had no
/Slaves by him for fale, tho’ he had great
numbers of captive Negroes, which tilled

his Grounds, and did other Work. For,
it 1
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it feems, after they are once inrolled for )
that Service, his Majefty never fells ther, |/
unlefs they are guilty of very greatf'

Crimes, ‘ \

After the great Caprtain’s departure, I
was obliged to wait a long while for a dif-
patch ; atlaft the defired Time came, and
the King’s Factors that brought the Ne-
groes behaved themfelves {o well towards
me, that I had no reafon to complain of
them. The principal amongft them told
me, “ The King was much furprized,
¢« that I had not been difpatch’d before;
¢ and that his Majefty had punifhed thofe
feverely, who had been the occafion
“ of my long ftay at Fagueen: That if
my Affairs would admit of my going
¢« to the Camp, the King was defirous
“ to {ee me again there, to difcourfe, and
¢« f{ettle Matters, for the mutual Intereft
“ of himfelf, and the Eurgpeans trading
« to his Country ; for when I was with
¢ him before, the great Hurry of Affairs
<« his Majefty had then on his Hands, did
< pot allow him [ufficient time to talk of
¢ Bufinefs.” 1 defired the Gentleman to

retura
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return the King my due Acknowled:
ments for all his Favours; ¢ and that
¢ fhould have been very glad and rea
“ to have waited again on his Majefty
« the Camp: But the bad ftate of heal
“ I was then in, did not allow it; o
« which himfelf being an Eye-Witnefs
I defired he would be pleafed to in=
form the King of it: Adding, I {hould
¢ not fail, on my arrival into England,

“ to tell my Countrymen who trade w0

4| ¢ this place, how great and generous a
"I ¢ Prince I had been entertained by ; hops
« ing (if God blefs'd me) to return again

“ in a twelvemonth at farthet.” So
having made the Traders fome fmall Pre- &
fents, they took their Leaves, returning
many thanks for what 1 had given them. |

As foon as I bad finithed my Affairs

with thefe People, I waited on the Lord

of ]aguem, and told him, “ That hav .

« ing compleated my Ship’s Cargoe of

<« Negroes, I defign’d to go on board in

« two days time, defiring he would be

« pleafed to pay me the ballance of an

« account that was between us,” T

4

~
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he readily promifed, but never performed
it. Moreover, the nextday, having paid
his Brother the reft of the Cuftoms, and my
Servants their Wages, my Store-houfe
was foon after plundered in a violent man-
ner : But, by good fortune, there were in
it, only things of {mall value. 1 com-
plained of this Ufage, but had no Redrefs.
However, 1did not think proper to threa-
ten, as I had formerly done, ¢ That I
« would inform the King of Dahome of
““ it;” but quietly putting up the Affront
I went to the Sea fide the next day, where
T was obliged to lie all night in our Tent,
becaufe the Sea ran high on the Shore;
but the next morning it being calmer, T
got on board to my great SatisfaGtion, hav-
ing, through the goodnefs of Providence,
compleated my Affairs, much beyond my
Expe@ation, confidering I had fo melan=
choly a Profpect, when I firft came to this
Country.

The firft of Fuly 1727, we failed from
the Road of ¥aqueen, having on board
above 600 Negroes. 1had a tedious Paf-
fage to the #efi-Indies of feventeen Weeks,

whiclz
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which obliged us to ftop at:feveral placea
for Water and Provifion. Bur at léngth 1
we arrived at Autegoa, where the Cargo
of Negroes (who had ftood very well)
came to a good Market: And having lain
there for a Cargo'of Sugars, we fallerk -‘
from thence the latter end of Fezbruary} "‘
and got fafe into the River of *Thames}
the 2zth of April 1728, having been fix-
teen Months on this remarkable Voyace:
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SUPPLEMENT,

Containing an Account of what bappened to
the King and People of Whidaw, and
the Dahomes, fince I came away from
thence, to the Time of my return thither
wn-the Month of February 1729-30. All
which 1 was informed of, by fome white
Gentlemen of good Credit, who refided at
Jaqueen all the Time I was abfent.

PON my coming to England,
being in a bad State of Health,

I defired leave of my Owner to
flay at home a Seafon, which he was
pleafed to grant me; and appointed Cap-
win Fobn Dagge to command the Ship I
had been in. He made a fuccefsful Voy-
age, and returned with her in the-Month

‘ 6 of
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~formed there, that the late King of #hi

A neiw Account of Guinea,
of Auguft 1729 : As I was by that tin
very well recovered, my Owner was plea
ed to fend me again to the Coaft of G
nea in the Katkerine Galley. Having
therefore {pent {fome time on the #ind-"
ward and Gold Coaj?, 1 proceeded for -‘r' '
daw. Inmy way to that place I ftop’d at |
Great Popoe, which lies a few Leagues |
to the Windward of #hidéw. Being in-

daw was near that place, with Captat;
Offuee; one of his principal Cabociers of
Lords, on two barren fandy Iflands, wich
many other People, I fent my firft Mate
on Shore with a Prefent to each of them
He returned at night, with fome of the’
King’s People, who brought me a Goat
from him: Saying, “ Their Mafter bes
“ ing in a poor Conditidn, had nothing
“ better tofend me.” And they having:
bought fome few things, I fent them
on Shore again, After they were gone, m)’
Mate gave me the following account,
¢ That the King and Captain Offue,
“ with them many Thoufands of Peo
“ who lived in a miferable manner,
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Iflands they wereon being fo barren; thac ¥

they produced nothing: But by means of
the River which feparated them from the

Continent; they were very well fecured

from the Dahbomes Power; who not un-
derftanding the Management of Cannoes,

could hot invade them. Moreover, they

had planted feveral great Guns, which
fecured the Paffes, {o that they were in
no fear of the Enemies. Bur then, on
the other hand, they could not fow Corn,
or other Pulfe in that barren place, but
were fupplied with what they wanted by
their Neighbours of Great and Little Po-
poe. However, this conftantly decreafed
their Numbers, they being obliged to fell
their Wives, Children, and Servants for
Provifions and other neceflaries, becaufe
they had no Money left.

From Great Popoe 1 went to the Road
of Whidaw, where being informed there
was litle Trade, I proceeded for Faqueen,
which is feven Leagues to the Eaftward
of it; and anchoredin that road the 20th
of February 1729-30: At my going on
Shore there, the King of Dabome’s Agent

1 came
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came to fee me; and upon my en-
~ quiring  after - his Mafter’s welfare, he
told me, “ He would fend a Meflenger
“ to inform his Majefty of my Arrivalz
/% But as the King was then in his own
“ Country, far inland, it would be at®
¢ leaft twenty days before he could have ™
“ an Anfwer.” At his raking leave, he
promifed to let me know his Mafter’s
Pleafure on the return of the Meflenger.
Accordingly he came to fee me again,
about three weeks after his former vific,
and told me, “ The King was very glad
¢ to hear of my being once more arrived
‘< at Faqueen; but as he was then far
« within Land, tho’ he was defirous of
« feeing me again, yet he could not in
¢ reafon require it: His Mafter being
¢ fenfible, fucha long Journey would be
« peither fafe for my Health; nor fuit-
« able to my Bufinefs; but in cafe thi
« Kingcame to Ardre,whilft I was at -
« gueen, which is but two days journey
<« .off, and where I had formerly been
« with his Majefty, he fhould be very
¢ glad to fee me there once mére,” How-
§ L ever,

-

-
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ever, this not happening, I had not the

Fortune to fee the King a fecond time.

I now come to relate what I heard from
feveral white Gentlemen refiding at Fa-
queen, ever fince my former Voyage, con-
cerning the Whidaws and the Dabomes.
‘The King of Whidaw, with abundance
of his People, having fled to the Iflands
formerly mentioned, the King of Dabome
was difappointed in his defign of deftroy-
ing him, as he had always intended. So
that he contented himfelf with keeping
Pofleffion of the Country of Whidaw, by
an Army encamp’d at Sabee, which had
been the principal place of the Kingdom,
till deftroyed by him. But in time this
Army being much diminithed, it incou-
raged Captain Offwe to leave the Iflands,
and fettle himfelf, with many of his Peo-
ple, near the French Fort, which is about
four Miles from Sabee; believing the great
'Guns therein would be a {ufficient Protec-
tion from the Dabomes, in cafethey fhould
‘offer to difturb him. ThisFort had a dry
' Ditch, with mud Walls made of the Earth
 that was dug out of it; and was a fquare

12 place
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~which were mounted feveral Cannons,

o
A new Account of Guinea,
place with Towers at each Corner, on

and their Lodgings, Storehoufes, and even "
their Magazine of Gunpowder, were co-

vered with Rufhes, according to the™

Cuftom of that Country;- which occa="
fioned a terfible Misfortune, as fhall be
immediately related. :
The King of Dakomé being informed
of Captain Offue’s return into his Coun="
try, refolved to fend an Army to drive
him out; which the other having no
tice of, retired with many of his People
into the French Fort: Offue little thinking
at that time, that the Governor was the
oceafion of his Enemies coming in or=
der to betray them. ]
The next day after he and his People
were received into the Fort, the Dahome
Army came down, and being informed
the French had given them Protc&xo
contrary to a fecret Promife their
had received from the Governor, they
affaulted the Fort. Bur having nothi
but fmall Arms to make their Artack,
would have availed lictle, had nor t
~ Thatch
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Thatch of the Houfes within the Fort
taken Fire, This Accident alarmed the
white Men, who knowing there was 2
great quantity of Gunpowder in their
Magazine, and no poffibility of ftoppirg
the Fire, fled to the Englifh Fort, which
was within Mufquet-Shot of their own,
and fo faved themfelves: But the black
People not being {o fenfible of their Dan-
ger, f{uffered very much by the blowing
up of the Magazine, there being above |
one thoufand of them killed, befides many Ak
wounded by this Accident. However,
in the Confufion, and under cover of the
Smoke, Captain Offue, and feveral of his
People, efcaped to the Englifb Fort:
Where Governor Wilfon, who then re-
fided there for the African Company,
generoufly gave them ProteGion; and to
prevent Accidents, ordered immediate]y
all the Houfes in the Fort to be un-
thatch'd, and by firing on the Dabomes
with his Cannon, killed feveral, and kep,t
the reft at a diftance.

The Dabomes having taken the Erench
Fors, fheltered themfelves therein ; and

I3 the
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& they havmg come down out of the

. & Buropeans {etled there, who were

+ A new Account of Guinea,

the next morning fent a principal- Man
amongf(t them to Governor Wilfon, ‘
know the reafon why he had fired on their
Army To which he an{wered, © That

s Country in a hoftile manner, without
« giving him'the leaft notice, and attack-
¢ ed his Neighbours the French, he looked
“ on it as the common Caufe of all the

-~

¢ bound to affift one another.” To this
the Dahomes replied, « That when they
¢« came down, they had no defign to at-"
¢ tack the Frengh Fort, forthe King had'
¢ no quarrel with the white Men: Butthe'
* Governor having taken ‘Captain Offue
« and his People into the French Fort,
¢ contrary tohis Promife, itobliged chem *
¢ toadas they had done: At the fame
t)me they told the Governor to his Face,
. That he had firft fent to their King bz :
“ a-French Surgeon, then refi iding with
*  their Mafter, to perfuade his Majefty o
* fend an Army down, to deftroy Cap-
“ rain O]m and *hls Pcople, Prodmﬁn
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¢ at the fame time he would give them
¢ no Protection. “This the French Gover-
10t denied, but all that were prefent be-
ieved it to betoo true; and by this means
1e lec the Dabomes fee, that white Men
whom they had before a high opinion
5f) could be the bafeft of Villains, when

their Intereft tempted them thereto. For |

it was much fufpcé‘ced,l that the Gover-
nour had contrived the whole Affair, in
ordet to {quecze a large Sum of Money
from Captain Offue to prote&t him, and for
fome other infamous Views. However, he
met afterwards wicth a fuitable Reward,
being killed by the #7hidaws, whom he
had {o much injured.

" As foon as the King of Dabomé was
informed of the taking of the Fremch
Fort, he fent this Meffage to the French
Governor; “ that he had brought this
“ Misfortune on himfelf by his Perfidy,
¢ for he had no quarrel to his Nation;
therefore he would order his Soldiers

~

~

“ greatly damaged by the Powder: Or if
“ he did not defire this, he might depart
: I4 « with
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‘to repair the Fort, which had been *
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¥

< homes then returned to their . own Co

i

Je& to the King of Whidaw, bu: now
der the Dominion of the Dabomes,
not efcape fo well. For not rnQVmg'
foon by two days as they did, the,
came up with him and his Pcople, a
_took abundance of them, withall 4pp
gab sRiches ;and he himfelf was hardly put |
toit to efcape, with a few of his Servants.

~ After this the F-oes marched on in que
of the Dakomes, but finding they were got-
into the thick Woods and Buthes, thé,'-
incamped near them; makmg freque
Affaults, and often taking fome of tfl
Dabomes Prifoners. At laft, they fo di-
ttrefled them, that for want,of other Pro"
vifion, they were obliged to eat many p
theit own Slaves,  Yet the' Dpﬁome: pa-
nently endured thefe Calamxt;es, imows-
ing’ the F-ves would be obhged to'rcute‘
in a lirle time, on account of f the r:im
Seafon’ that was " approaching, and for
want of ‘Forage ‘Accordingly they \a;e]?
obliged to retire foon after ; and the Dape

try, and rebuilt their Towns a
DurmO' thefe- Misfortunes gﬁ%ﬂe

4
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homes, which lafted feveral Months, va-
rious Reports came to Whidaw. Some-
times it was faid, “ That the King of
“ Dalome was killed:” But that was again
contradi@ed: And itwas repoi‘fed, “he had
“ loft fo many of his People, that he never
“ could be againin a Condition to difturb
« his Neighbours;” and this was fo cur-
rently believed that no one doubted of it.
About this time, which was in i
beginning of Fuly 1729, Governor W/i/-
fon departed from #hidaw, in order to
return to England. He lefc in his room

123

one Mr. Iﬁf’fﬁlﬁ” who had refided there

many Years, but was no ways equal to
him in Prudence and Condué, as his un-
happy Fate will afterwards fhow. For
tho” this Perfon had been often at' the
King of Dabome's Camp, where he was
always ufed with great Civility, yet now
believing that King was fo far reduced,

that the People of #hidaw had nothing

more to fear from him; he too hattily
advifed their King, to leave the barren
Hlands wherein he had fled with his Peo-

ple, and come and take again Poffeflion
of his Country, Here-

N
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Hereupon the King of #hidaw refol
to return; and, to provide againft
Lk “worft, he defired his Neighbours of Pg
to lend him fome of their Forces; wh
they readily did. For thefe People, w
alt the Coaff-Negroes, mortally hate the
Dabomes, on account of their Cruelty, and
their Barbarity in eating human Flefh. =
And, befides that the Popres are little '

live in Iﬂands, they now afﬁﬁcd the Whi-
daws out of Pohcy, thinking, if thc!:m.
| were reinftated in their Country, Trade
{ }would foon revive, which had been fo

So they fent them fome thoufands of their 1'
People ; and at their Arrival the King of ¥
Whidaw joined them with his Forces.

Tho he was a very fat unwieldy Man,
yet he marched at the head of his Armyg !
which confifted of about fifteen thoufand
Men, including the Pgpoes, and incamped =

the Englifb and French Forts. This th‘
Dabomes knew nothing of’; for they had
fo mean an opinion of the Whidaws, tha
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they never thought they would attempt
to fertle again in their own Country :
Neither had they,fince the departure of the
-oes, fentany of their People to the Sea
fide, having been employed in repairing
their Towns, and about other Affairs.
Thefe being near finithed, the King
of Dahome fent fome of his Traders
down with Slaves, to the Eaglifh and
French Forts: But his People were much
furprifed to fee fuch an Army of #'hidaws
incamped near them. So they returned
in great hafte to inform their King, who
upon the receiptof this News, was greatly
embaraffed; for he had loft many of his
beft Soldiers whilft the 7-oes remained in
his Country, and kept him fo long in the
Bufhes. Moreover, his Majefty hadlately
fent ap Army into the inland Country,
10 take Slaves: For as I have formerly |}
obierved, he drives no regular Trade in [Hr'

£/

Slaves, but only fells fuch as he takes in !
his Wars.

Being in this State of Perplexity (when
he had not a fufficient Number of Sol-

diers
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diers to encounter the #hidaws and P
poes togecher, and, on the other han
could not bear to {ee himfelf braved b
fuch a cowardly Race as the Whidaws
his Policy extricated him out of this Dif
ficulty. He ordered a great number ¢

/!l Women to be armed like Soldiers, an
[/ appointed  Officers to each Company
with Colours, Drums and Umbrellas, ag
cording to the Negroe Fathion. The
ordering the Army to march, the Women™
Soldiers were placed in the Rear, to p:
vent Difcovery. When they came in fighi
of the Whidaw Army, the latter wer
much furprized to fee fuch Numbers of
Dabomeé Soldiers, as they fuppofed them
all to be, marching againft them: For
they had much depended on the form
Reports, that they were fo far reduced, as
not to be able (at leaft fo foon) to have
made Head againft them. At this unex:
peed fight the Whidaws were divided
Some wqre for retiring back to the
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Dahomeé. Army marched on boldly, and
Capuain Office, with the Popoe General,
as bravely advanced to meet them; and
attacked their right Wing fo brifkly, that
they drove them for fome time befofe
them. But the /7hidaws who were with
the King, at that inftant cowardly fled ;
tho’his Majefty ufed his utmoft endeavours
and Intreaties to ftop them, and at laft
wounded feveral with his Lance, to
oblige them to fecond Captain Offie’s
People: But all in vain.  This being ob-
ferved by the left Wing of the Dabhomes,
they fell on the Rear of Offue’s Soldiers,
and foon obliged them and the Popoes, to
fly in their wrn; which the King of
Whidaw perceiving, and being fo very
unwieldy and far, he had no other way
to fave his Life, bur to fly into the dry
Ditch of the Englifb Fort; where, by the L'/
help of two of his Sons, his Majefty got
over the Wall, and fo efcaped the fury
of his Enemies : But many of his People
were killed, and others taken.
Mr. Teftefole, the Governor, was at 2
great lofs how to a& on this occafion.
For
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For he forefaw the Dabomes would des
mand the King, and infift on his being
delivered to them, asfoon as they fhould
know he was in the Fort. 'Which if he
refufed to do, he was fenfible, they could
oblige him in time to do it, by ftarving
him. Moreover, he could notbut fuftaina
great lofs by the Interruption of Trade.
So the Governor perfuaded the King to-
leave the Fort that Night, and he hap-
pily efcaped to his barren Iflands again,
However, the King of Dahomeé was after-
wards fully informed of all this, and like-
wife that the Governor had been the prin-
cipal occafion of the #hidaws endeavour:
ing to regain their Country: Which he
highly refented. ‘
The Dabomes, after this, retired from.
about the Forts, and, leaving a fmall Ar-
my at Sabee, returned to their own Coun~
try ; where many Bandicti of other Na-
tions reforting to them, their King, in a
few Months, found his Strength and Power
as much increafed,as when he fled from the
F-oes.  Butthe Countries-being laid wafte
far and near by his former Wars, tho"
x het
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he has large Territories of many hundred
Miles, and as fine a Country under his
Dominion, as any in the Southern Parts
of Africa; yet he is only a great King in
name for want of Subjes, by reafon. of ||

his having deftroyed info cruel a manner''”
the Inhabitants of all the Places he has !

conquered. This has obliged many hun-
dred thoufands to fly from his Arms,
into foreign Countries ; that are by Situa-
tion fecured from his rambling Bands,
either by great Rivers, Mountains or
Lakes.

129
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He has a¢ted fince as impolitick a parc

in another matter.  For he gave his word
to a great number of the former Inhabi-
tants, If they would return again into
their own Country, they fhould quietly
enjoy it, upon paying a certain Tribute,
On this many thoufands returned into the
Kingdom of Ardra, where they buile
Houfes, fowed Corn, and planted Pota-\
toes ; but no fooner were thefe poor Peo-“
ple fettled, than the Dabomes furprized
them, and killed or took captive all thac
could not efcape from them. The King

K having
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having thus broken his promlfe I be-
lieve no others will ever venture to truft
him: And the Country, in all Probability,

- will remain uninhabited, during his Life:
Moreovcr by this means the Tlade at
Whidaw is almof’c tuined; for the far in-

f land " People having now no Markets to

i carty their Slaves to, as formerly, and

| the Dakomes ufing no Trade but that of

' War, few Negroesare now brought dowﬂ

to be fold to the Exropeans. ;

>¢' Whether it was the badnefs of Trade,
occafioned by the Dahbomes aéing in this

| manner, or any thing elfe, that enraged

‘M. Tefefole againft them; he was fo im-

prudent, that on all Opportunities he

ufed their People ill, when' they came to
the Englifh Fort: And at laft whipped
one of their principal Men at the Flag-

Staff; and upon his complaining of this

great Indignity, Teflefole rafhly rephed

He would ﬁme bis King in the fame man-

ner if be awas in bis Power.  "All this be-
ing afterwards reported to his Majetty,
it highly offended him:' And he faid,

-’ Surcly this Man muﬁ be full of Mahcé

: 5 agamﬂ:
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“ againft s, elfe he could never have fo
“ fuddenly forgot our former Kindnefles
“ 1o him.”

The King upon this ordered his People
to watch for an Opportunity to furprize
the Governor, and make him Prifoner ;
and his Imprudence foon made him fall

131

into their Hands in the following man- ;

ner. There was a French Captain who
had a Factory, at fome diftance from the
Engliflh Fort: This Gentleman had been
drinking with the Governor all night, and
when the day came, he perfuaded Mr.
Teflefole to go and drink Coffee with him
at his Factory. The Dakhomes, who were
on the Watch, feeing him go to the
Frenchmar's Houfe, went and {furrounded
it, demanding to have the Governor de-
livered to them. This the Caprain at
firft refufed, but they threatning to burn
his Factory; he told them, He would
forthwith bring him out. So he. went
into the Houfe, and advifed Mr. Teflefole
' to make his Efcape; which he ‘refufing
to do, tlre Captain put him by force into
a large Cheft, and lock’d him in: Then

K 2 he
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he wentout, and told the Dahomes, < He
« could not find the Governor, and that
« he believed he had efcaped.” This fo
enraged them, that they fired a Piftol at
the Captain, which fhot him in the Arm,’
and thereupon broke into his Houfe,
where they 4t laft found the unfortunate &
Man in the Cheft; whom they took out,
tied his Hands and Legs, and putting him
into a Hammock, fent him away to their
King, who wasat that time encamp’d up
into the Couixry, four days journey off. =8

This unhappy Gentleman flattered
himfelf, that the former Kindnefs the
King had fhown for him, would now
fave him; but his Majelty was fo highly
offended, that he would not vouchfafe to
fee him; fo that he gave himfelf up for
loft. However, a few days after this he
was fent down to Sabee, about four Miles
from the Fort, where he was given to un.
derftand, ¢ If he would write to the P‘
“ fon thet commanded in his Abfence,
“ for feveral things, which they named,
“ for his Ranfom, that on their being
“ fent he fhould havehis Liberty. &
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This he readily complied with, and
they inftantly allowed him more Free-
dom, permitting two of his own Negroe
Servants to wait on him ; - fo thathe began
to be eafy in his Mind: But the Scene foon
changed ; for on their receiving the Things
he had writ for, and which were of a con-
fiderable Value, thefe cruel bafe Villains
feized his Perfon, and made his Body faft
to Stakes drove in the Ground: Where,
{preading him on his Belly, they with
fharp Knives cut open his Arms, Back,
Thighs and Legs in feveral places, and
filled the Wounds with a mixture of
Limejuice, Salt and Pepper mixed toge-
ther; which put him to inexpreflible
Torment. However, they foon after put
him out of his pain, by cutting off his
Head. Then they cut his Body in pie-
ces, broiled them on the Coals, and eat
them.

Thus this poor Genteman loft his
Life in a terrible manner. And tho’ the
King of Dakomé has fince denied to fome

white People, « That he gave Orders 1o

“ have him put to death;” His Majefty
Kig faying,

' %

133

S~



:\‘ ; ; / ‘.‘
A\ 1 &

134 A new Account of Guitiea,
faying, by way of Excufe, « He only tol i
“ fome of his principal People to carry hi
“ to Sabee, and there do with him what
« they thought fir, not fofpeting the)
« would have ufeda white Gentleman ir
« fucha manner;” Yetit is not to be doubt:
ed but they knew their Mafter’s Mind too
well in this Affair. For his Majefty pui
nifhed none of thofe that were A&ers in

this cruel Tragedy; tho’ it was earneftly
infifted on. Nay fome of them that eat
part of his Flefh, have been fince fo au=
dacious, as to tell feveral Portugucfe Gen-
tlemen, that talked with them about it
« That Engli/b Beef was very good.”
After Mr. Teftefole’s unhappy Fate; two
white Men running away from the Eng-
lifh Fort, one of them went to the ;.f
of Dakome, and informed him, “ There
« were but four white People left in ¢l »:
« place, fo that he might eafily take
The King replied, « He had no quam*e
« with the Englifb Nation ; for what had
« been done to the late Governor, hé-b}'
< his Imprudence had brought on himfel
“ And he hoped, the African Compn'n;»

<«
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“ would fend a fitcer Perfon to command
¢ the Fort for the future.”

Sometime after this the King of Da-
bomé confidering he fhould certainly be
invaded again by the ¥-ces, as foon as the
Seafon permitted them to march, and
dreading very much their pdwer, he fenn
Embafladors with large Prefents to their }\
King, tegether with one of his handfomeft'
Daughters. Thefe were civilly received, | s
and had the good fortune to fucceed in their
Negotiations. For they fo gained fome
great Men about the King, by prefenting

|

13y

them with large pieces of Coral (which =

the 7-ces efteem above all things) that
by their means an advantagious Peace
was obtained for their Mafter, and they
were civilly difmifled with handfome

Rewards. For a Confirmation. of the -

Peace, the King of F-ce fent, 'a little

while after, one of his Daughters to the -

King of Dahome for a Wife; and fhe was
received with great Joy by the King and

_his People.
At my going on Shore at Fagueen, the
latter end of February 1729-30: 1 was
K 4 informed
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informed of all that I have b‘erc\relatcd
and tho’ I found Trade very Hull, yet all
the white Gentlemen refiding at that
place, were full of Expe€tations, That,
now a Peace was concluded besween the
-oes and the Dabomes, we fhould foon
have a great*many Negroes brought down
for Sale. But tho' I was there above two
Months, Trade did not mend in the leaft:

And I am 2fraid it will not for many

1 Years, becaufe of the great Deftruction

,[-"of the Inhabitants of the neighbouring
// Countries, who ufed to carry on a regular
¢ Trade with the far inland People: Nei-

'~ ther will thofe that had the good fortune

| to efcape the Dabomes Cruelty, dareto
. return during the Life of the prefent Con- :
#.( queror, whofe Perfidioufnefs and Trea-

chery they have often experienced. L_

I fhall conclude this firft Book with an |
account .of a Misfortune that befel me by )l
Fire, whilt I was at Fagueen. The re- |
lation, if 1 miftake not, may be acccpxable
to the Reader, and give him a true no-
tion of the Buildings, and fome. other ,
Matters amongft the Negrae:.

The 4‘




