




J 0 2 A new Account of Guinea, 
cc no one but himfelf of the �D�a�h�o�m�e�~�t� 

" that durfi: go off in a Cannoe with �h�e�r�:�~� 
Whereupon he told 'me the following 
Story; cc The Woman's Hands being tied 
" behind her, and her Feet acrofs,ihc; 
" was put into the Cannoe, and carried 
" off about· half a Mile from the 
" Shore: And then he ordered �t�h�e�'�R�o�w�~� 

" ers to throw her: over board; which 
" they had no fooner done, but �h�~� faw 
"fome Sharks (voracious Fillies very 
" common in thofe Seas) tear her to �p�i�e�~� 

�~�'� ces' in an infi:ant." On hearing this 
Account I pitied the Fate of this poor 
Crea ture, for I intirel y credited the Story, 

->f'- knowing' full well the Barbarity of thofe 
People. But the next day I Was greatly 
furprized, with ' a Letter from' my chief 
Mate, informing me, that the Woman 
was on board our Ship: Which happened 
in this manner. It [eems, neither my 
People at the Tent, nor thofe in our 
Boats, which lay at the Moorings near the 
Shore, knew any thing of the real occa­
fIon of the Cannoe's going off. For the 
Woman was pm very privately into the .. , 
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,Cannoe. They only thought the Linguift 
was gone, with a defign to fee [oine of 
the Ships. When he carpe on !hare 
again,one of our Boats went juft th,en from 
the Moorings, in order to go on board our 
Ship. Being got abot,lt half way? the 
Officer in the Boat fpied [o:'l1ething float­
ing on the Sea, which at his coming 
nearer, he perceived to be a human Body 
lying on its back; and now and then 
{purting Water out at the Mouth. This 
£howing it was frill living, he ordered it 
to be taken into ,the Boat, being bound 
in the [arne manner as the Lipguifl: had 
told me. Immediately they untied this 
poor Woman, chafed her Limbs, and 
rolled her Body about, whereupon ihe 
difcharged a good quantity offalt Water out 
of her Mouth. Then they carried her on 
board the Ship, not knowing in the leafr 
the occafion of her being in the Sea, and 
extremely wGlOdering £he had e[caped the 
Sharks, who are ufually [0 voracious, that 
when a dead Perron is thrown overboard, 
or a li~ing one falls into the Sea by Acci­
dent, they ~re in an infl:ant torn tq pieces 

H ' ' b t y 
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A new Account of Guinea, 
by thofe voraciolls Animals. So that this 
poor Creature feemed to have a miracu~ 
lous Efcape; and the knowledge of the 
greedinefs of thefe Sharks, I fuppofe, in~ 

duced the Linguifi: to tell me, that he 
actually faw her torn to pieces; verily 
believing it would fo happen, which his 
Fears would 'not let him ftay to fee, on 
account of the great [well the Billows of 
the Sea had at that time. 

Upon my receiving the abovementi­
oned account from the Mate, tho' pleas'd 
with the [afety of the poor Woman, yet 
it filled me wilh Apprehenfions, if the 
King of Dahome Qlould come to know 
it: For he might pretend, his Fetiche, or 
God, being difappointed of this Sacri­
fice by us, would revenge it on me, or 
at leaft oblige me [Q make up the Affair 
with large Prefents. So having confider­
ed of the matter, I writ to the chief Mate) 
to charge our People to keep the thing 
fecret; it being of the urmoft Con[e .. 
quence to us all to do it: Which they 
accordingly did. Some time after, going 
on board the Ship, I examined this Wo ... 

6 man 
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man by the Linguift, but {he would never 
confefs the reafon of (he King's difplea_ 
fure againft her j alledging {he knew not . 
that {he had in any refpett offended him. 
However, I found by the Linguifi, that 
he fufpected, it was on account of her 
affifting fome of the King's Women in 
their Amours. 

This Woman being a fenfible Perfon, 
did us good fervice in the Voyage. For 
lhe was known to feveral of the Negroes 
on board, and by her talking to and ad~ 
vifing them, made them eafy in their 
Minds: She obferved to chern, amongil: 
other things, " That as we had {hown 
" fuch Kindnefs to her, firil: in faving hel' 
" Life, and fince in taking care of her, 
" who might be reckoned an ufelefs Per­
" fon to us, on account of her Age; fo 
" they had all the reafon in the World 
c( to believe we were much better people 
" than their own Countrymen; and that 
,c the firange Stories they had been for­
c' merly told of white People, muft be 
(( falfe." The female Negroes, who ufed 
always (0 be the moil: troublefome to us, 

on 
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on account of the noire and clamour they 
made, were kept in fuch Ord~r and Dc:, 
corum by this Woman, that I had never 
the like in any Voyage before; And whelJ 
I came to Antegoa, Charles Dunbflr Efq, 
Surveyor General of Barbadoes, and the 
Leeward Ijlllfflds, on my Recommenda­
tion, bought her, and I was not a little 
pleafed!he had got fa generous and good 
a Mailer. 

But to return again to t4e gr~at Cap­
tain: When he was ready to depart from 
Jaqueen, all the Europeans in the Place 
waitep on him to the fide of the River, 
that runs on ~he back part of the Town. 
Upon taking leave I told him, ,( I wanted 
" but eigh ty Negroes to compleat my Car­
" go," and he promifed he woulq ac­
quaint the King with it; and I might 
be Cure his Majeily would fend them down 
to me forthwith. However, this did not 
happen according to my Expectation; for 
I underilood afterwards the King had no 

~ Slaves by him for fale, tho' he had great 
numbers of captive Negroes, which tilled 
his Grounds, and did other Work. For, 

it 
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it fee1Jls, after they are opce inrolled for J 
lhat Service, his Majefty never fen~ them, I 
unlefs they are guilty of very great . 
Crimes. ' ' , 

After the great Captain's departure, I 
was obliged co wait a long while for a dif­
patch; at laft the defired Time came, anq 
the King's FaCtors that brought the Ne­
groes ' behaved themfelves fo well towards 
me, that I had no reafon to complain of 
them. The principal amongft the~ told 
me, " The King was much furprized, 
" that I had not heen difpatch'd before; 
" and that his Majefty had puniihed thofe 
cc feverely, who had been the occafion~ 
" of my long fray at Jaqueen: That if 
" my Affairs would admit of my going 
" to the Camp, the King was defirous 
" to fee me again there, to difcourfe, and 
~' fettle Matters, for the mutual Intereft 
,( of himfel£, and the Europeans trading \ 
,e co his Country; for when I was with 
" him before, the great Hurry of Affairs 
" his Majefry had then on his Hands, did 
" not allow him fufficient time to talk of 
~~ Bufinefs." I defired the Gentleman to 

return 
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return the King my due Acknowledg­
ments for all his Favours; " and chat I 
~ , mould have been very glad and realiy 
" to have waited again on his Majefty al 
'" the Camp : But the bad {[ate of health 
" I was then inl did not allow it; of 
~, which h iR.lfelf being an E ye-Wirne[s, 
<c I de fired he would be pleafed to in­
C! form the King of it: Adding, I mould 
" not fail, on my arrival into England, 
" to tell my Countrymen who trade to 

1\/ " this place, how great and generollS a 
c' Prince I had been entenained by; hop .. 
" ing (if God ble[s'd me) to return again 
(, in a twelvemonth at fartheft." So 
having made the Traders [orne fm all Pre­
rents, they took their Leaves, returning 
many thanks for what I had given them. 

As foon as I had finimed my Affairs 
with thefe People, I waited on the Lord 

of J aqueen, and told him, " That hav­
" ing com pleated my Ship's Cargoe of 
" Negroes, I defign'd to go on board in 
cc two days time, de firing he would be 
" pleafed to pay me the ballance of an 
" account that was between us:: This 

he 
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he readily promifed, but never performed 
it. Moreover, the nexrday, baving paid 
his Brorher the refi of the Cufioms, and my 
Servants their Wages, my Store-houfe 
was [oon afrer plundered in a violent man-
ner: Bur, by good fonune, ther'e were in 
it, only things of fmall varue... I com .. 
plained Qf this Ufage, but had no Redrefs-:. 
However, I did not think proper to threa-
ten, as I had formerly done, "That i 
" would inform tbe King of Dahome of 
« it;" but quietly putting up the Affi'ont~ 
I went to the Sea fide the next day, where 
I was obliged to lie all night in our Tent; 
becaufe the Sea ran high on the Shore; 
but the next morning it being calmer, I 
got on board to my great Satisfatl:ion, hav-
ing, through the goodnefs of Providence~ 
compleared my Affairs, much beyond my' , 
ExpeCl:arioni confidering I had fo melan ... 
cholya Profpett, when I firft came to this 
Country. 

The firfi of July I727, we [ailed from f~ 
the Road of Jaqueen, having on board 
above 600 Negroes. I had a tedious PaG- '" 
fage to the W d/-Indies of feventeen Weeks. 

whif>h 
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which obliged us to flop at feveral places 
for Water and Provifion. Bue at length 
we arrived at Antegoa, where the Cargo' 
of Negroes (who had flood very well) 
came to a good Markee: And having lain' 
there fbr a C:xrgo of Sugars, we failed 
from thence ~' the latter end of February, 
and got fafe into the Rivet of Thames; 
the 25th of April 1728, having been fix­
teen Months on thi:s remarkable VOYAGE: 

I 
I 
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A 

SUPPLEMENT, 
Containing an Account oj what happened to 

the King and People ifWhidaw, and 
the Dahomes, }inte I c-ame away from 
thence, to the Time if my return thither 
in-the Month if February 1729-30. All 
which 1 was informed if, by Jome white 
Gentlemen if good Credit, who reJided at 
Jaqueen all the Time I was aijent. 

U p 0 N my coming to England, 
being in a bad State of Health, 
I defired leave of my Owner to 

fray .at home a Seafon, which he waS 
pleafed to grant me; and appointed Cap .. 
tain John Dagge to command the Ship I 
had bc;en in. He made a fuccefsful Voy­
age, and returned with her in the· Month 
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A new ACCOU11t of Guinea; 
of Aug1fft 1729: As I was by that tim!! 
very well recovered, my Owner was pleaf" 
ed to fend me again (0 the Coaft of Gui. 
nea in ' the Katherine Galley. Having 
therefore fpent fome time on the Witzd· 
ward and Gold Coaji, I proceeded for Whi .. 
daw. In my way to that place I ftop'd at 
Great Popoe, which lies a few Leagu~ 
to the Windward of Whidaw. Being in-

, formed there, that the late King of Whi .. 
daw was near that place, with Captain 
Olfue, one of his principal Cabociers or 
Lords, on two barren [andy Wands, with 
many other People, I [em my firft Mate 
on Shore with a Prefent to each of them. 
He returned at night, with fome Qf the 
King's People, who brought me a Goat 
from him: Saying, " Their Mafter be .. 
" ing in a pobr Condition, had nothing 
" bener to fend me.~· And they having 
bought fome few things, I Cent them 
on Shore again. After they were gone, my 
Mate gave me the following account, 
" That the King and Captain q/lue, had 
(, with them many Thoufands of People; 
Ie who lived iu a miferable manner, (he 

mand. 
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Iilands they were on being fo barren; that j 
they produced nothing: But by means of. 
the Rivei' which feparated them from the 
Continent; they were very well fecured ./ -
from the Dahomeo Power; who not un­
der!l:anding the Management of Cannoes, ~ 
could bot invade them. Moreover, they 
had planted feveral great Guns, which 
fecured the Paires, :Co that they were in 
no fear of the Enemies. But then; on 
the other hand, they could not f9w Corn, 
or other Pulfe in that barren pl~e, but 
were [upplied with what they wanted by 
their Neighbours of Great and Little Po- K 
poe. However, this con!l:antly decreafed 
their Numbers, they being obliged to fell 
their Wives, Children, and Servants for 
Provifions and other necdfaries, becaufe 
they had no Money left. 

From Great Popoe I went to the Road 
'Of Wbidaw, where being informed there 
was linle Tra.de, 1 proceeded for Jaqueen, 
which is [even Leagues to -lhe na!l:ward 
of it; and anchored in that road the 20th 
of February 1729-30 ; At my going on 
Shore there, the King of Dahome's Agent 

I came 
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caine to fee me; and upon my en­
quiring after his Maller's welfare, b 
told me, " He would fend a Meifenger 
" co inform his Majelly of my Arrival: 

v f( But as the King was then in his own 
0( emmtry, far inland, it would be at 
" leaft twenty days before he could have 
" an Anfwer." At his taking leave, he 
promifed co let me know his Mafter's 
Pleafure on the return of the Meifenger. 
Accordingly he came to fee me again, 
about three weeks after his former vifit, 
and told me, " The King was very glad 
" to hear army being once more arrived 
" at Jaqueen; but as he was then far 
" within Land, tho' he was defirous of 
" feeing me again, yet he could not in 
" reafon require it: His Mafter being 
" fenfible, fuch a long Journey would be 
" neither fafe for my Health; nor fuit­
" able to my Bufinefs; but in cafe the! 
" Kingcame to Ardra,whilft I was at Ja­
" queen~ which is but two days journey 
" off, and where I had formerly been 
" with . his Majefty, he fhould be very 
!' -slad to fee me there once m6re." How-

ever, 
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ever, this not happening, I had not the 
Fortune to fee the King a {econd time. 

I now come to relate what I heard from 
fcveral whi te Gentlemen reiiding at Ja­
queen, ever llnce my former Voyage, cOli­
cerning the Whz'daws and the Dahomes. 
The King of Wbidaw, with abundance 
of his People, having fled to the Iflands 
formerly mentioned, the King of Dahome 
was difappointed ill his deiign of defiroy-
ing him, as he had always intended. So 
that he contented himfelf with keeping 
PoiTeffion of the Country of Whidaw, by <V' 

an Army encamp'd at Sabee, which Ipd 
been the principal place of the Kingdom, 
till defiroyed by him. But in time th is v/' 
Army being much dimini (11ed, it incou­
raged Captain OJlite to leave the Hlands, 
and fettle himfelf, with many of his Peo-
ple, near the French Fort, which is about 
four Miles from Sabee; believing the great • 
Guns therein would be a fufficientProtec-
tion from the 7)ahomes, in cafe they £hould 
offer to difiurb him. This Fort had a dry 
Ditch, with mud Walls made of the Earth 
that was dug out of it; and was a fquare 

I 2 place 
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place with Towers at each Corner, on 
. which were mounted feveral Cannons. 

and their Lodgings, Srorehoufes, and even 
their Magazine of Gunpowder, were co­
vered with Ruthes, according to the 
Cuftom of that Country; which occa· 
£loned a terrible Misfortune, as thall be 
imonediately related . 

., The King of Dahome being . informed 
of Captain Offue's return into his Coun­
try, reColved to fend an Army to drive 
him ou[; which the other having na­
tice of, retired with many of his People 
into the French Fort: Offue little thinkin 
at that time, that {he Governor was the 
occafion of his Enemies coming in or­
der to betray them. 

The next day after he and his Peopl 
were received into the Fort, the Dahoml 
Army came down, and being informed 
the French had given them ProteCtion 

r contrary to a fecret PromiCe their King 
had received from the Governor, they 

... utraulted the Fort. But having nothin 
but Cmall Arms to make their Auack, i 
would have availed little, bad noc lbe 

Thatc 
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Thatch of the HouCes within the Fort 
taken Fire. This Accident alarmed the . 
white Men, who knowing there was ~ 
great quantity of Gunpowder in thei~ __ 
Magazine, and no poffibility of fiopping 
the Fire, fled (0 the Englijh Fort, which 
was within Mufquet-Shot of their own, 
and fo faved themfelves: But the black 
People not being fo fenfible of their Dan-
ger, Cuffered very much by the blowin~ 
up of the Magazine, there being above , 
one thoufand of them killed, befides many "", 
wounded by this Accident. However, 
in the Confufion, and under cover of the 
Smoke, Captain O1Ji1e, and feveral of his 
People, efca ped to the EngliJh Fort: 
Where Governor Wi!fon, who then re­
fided there for the African Company, 
generoufly gave them ProteCtion; and to 
prevent Accidents, ordered immediately 
all the Houfes in the Fort to be un­
thatch'd, and by firing on the Dahomes 
with his Cannon, killed feveral, and kep.t 
the .. .eft at a difiance. 

The Dphomes having taken the French 
Fort, ilieltered themfelves therein; anq 

I 3 the 
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the next morning rent a principal· Man 
amongfi them to Governor Wilfoll, to 
know the rearon why he had fired on their 

_, Army. To which he an[wered, " That 
' " (hey having come down out of the 
" Country in a hofiile manner, without 
" giving himthe leafi notice, and atrack­
" ed his Neighbours the Frmch, he looked 
" on it as the common Cau(e of all the 

" , ';' Europeans renled there, who were 
" bound to affifi: one another." To this 
the Dahomes replied, " That when they 
" came down, they had no defign to at­
" tack the Frenr;h Fort, for the King had 
" no quarrel with the white Men: But the 
r< Governor having taken Captain OJlite 
<' and his People into the French Fort, 
t, contrary to h is Promife, it obliged them 
{, to at\: as they had done. At the fame 
lime they told the Governor to his Face, 
" Th{lt he had firfi [em to their King by 
" a French Surgeon, then refiding with 
'I their Mafier, to per[uade his Majefiy to 

" [end an Army down, to defiroy Cap­
~t rain q/fue and his People; promifing 

" at 

\ , 
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( at the fame time he would give them 
, no Protection. "This the French Gover-
10r denied, but all that were prefent be-
ieved it to be too true; and by this means 
:1e let the Dahomes fee, that white Mel'i 
:whom they had before a high opinion 
)f) could be the bafefi of Vnlains, when II 
:heir Inrerefi tempted tbem thereto. For 
It was much fufpected: that the Gover-
nour had contrived the whole Affair, in 
order to fqueeze a large Sum of Money 
from Captain O./Jue to protea him, and for 
fome other infamous Views. However, he 
met afterwards with a fuitable Reward, 
being killed by the Whidaw~, whom he 
had fo much injured . 
. As foon as the King of Dahome was 

informed ot the taking of the French 
FOTt, he fent this Meifage to the French 
Governor; " that he had brought this 
" Misfortune on himfelf by his Perfidy, 
" for he had no quarrel to his Nation; 
" therefore he would order his Soldiers 
" to repair the ' Fort, which had been \I 

" greatly damaged by the Powder: Or if 
" he did not defire this, he might depart 

I 4. " widl 

J 
J 

/ 



1 22 A new Account of Guinea, 

jed to the King of Whida7lJ, but now uo­
der the Dominion of the Dahomes, did' 
Dot efcape fo well. For not moving fo 
foon by two days as they did, ,the J-ors 

.. came up with him and his People, and 
took abundance of them, with all Appra­

v' gah's Riches;" and he himfelf was hardly put 
to it to efcape, with a few of his Servants. 

After this the J-oes marched on in quell 
./ of the Dahomes, but finding they were got 

into the thick Woods and Bullies, they 
incamped near them; making frequent 
AffauJrs, and ofcen taking fame of the 
Dahotne-s .prifoners. At la,it, they [0 di­
ftre!fed them, thlt for want of other Pro­
vifion, they Were obliged to eat many of 
theif own. Slaves. Yet the Dabomes pa­
tiently endured thefe Calamities, know­
ing the J-oes would be obliged ro reti're 
in a little time, on account of the rainy 
Seafon that was approachiIlg, and for 
want df Forage: Accordingly they were 
obliged to retire [oon after; and the Va.-

~ homes thell · returned to their own Coun..' 
try, and rebuilt their Towns again. 

During thefe Misfortunes ' 'of me Da. 
4 homes, 
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homes which lafted feveral Months, va· , 
rious Reports came tp Wbidaw. Some­
times it was faid, " That the King of 
" Dabome was killed ;" But that was again , 
contradiCted; And it was repoi'red, " he had' 
" 10ft [0 many of his People, tsat he never 
" could be again in a Condilion to difturb 
" his Neig,hbours;" and this was [0 cur­
rently believed tbat no one dou bted of it . . 

About this time, which was in the 
beginning of July 1729, Governor Wtf­
ron departed from Whidaw, in order to 
return to England. He left in his room 
one Mr. <{ ejiefo/e, who had reuded there '; ... ,1- > Ie. 
many Years, but was no ways equal to 

him in Prudence and ConduCt, as his un-
happy Fate will afterwards !bow. For 
tho' this PerCon had been often at the 
King of Dahome's Camp, where he was 
always u[ed with great Civi1i[y, yet now 
bel ieving that King was [0 fa r reduced, 
that the People of Wbidaw had nothing k 
more to fear from him; he too baftily 
advifed their King, to leave the barren 
Hlands wherein he had fled with his Peo-
ple, and come and take again Poffeffion 
of his Country, Here-
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Hereupon the King of Whidaw refolv~ 

to return; and, to provide againft the e 
v wod~, he detlred his Neighbours of Pop« 

to lend him fome of their Forces; which 

I 
!hey readily did. For thefe People, witb t 
all the Coafl-Negroes, mortally hate the. 
Dahomes, 0)1 account of their Cruelty, ami 
their ~arbarity in eating human Fleili~ 

And, betides that the Popoes are little 
afraid of the Dahomes Power, becaufe they 
live ~n Iflands, they n.ow atlified the Whi. 
daws out of Policy ~ thinking, if they 

j 
were reinflated jn their Country, Trade 

1 would foon revive, which had been fo 
long interrupted on account of the War. 
So they rent them fame thoufands of their 
People; and at their Arrival the King of 
Whidaw joined them with his Forces. 
Tho' he was a v~ry fat unwieldy Man, 
yet he marched at the head of his Army, 
which confified of about fifteen thoufand 
Men, including the Popoes, and incamped 
in his own Country for forne time, near 

the Englijh and Frtnch Forts. This the 
Dahomes knew nothing of; for they had 
fu mean an opinion of the Whidaws, that 

4- . ~the1 

\. 



and the Slavr Trade. 125 
they never thought t~ey would attempt 
to fettle again in thdir own Country: 
Neither had they,lince the departure of the 
J-oes, fem any of their EeG-p-le to the Sea 
fide, having been employed in repairing 
their Towns, and about osher Affairs. 
Thefe being near finillied, the King 
of Dahom~ fent fame of his :rraders 
down with Slaves, to the Englijh and 
French Forts : But his People were much 
furprifed to fee fuch an Army of Whidaws 
incamped near them. So they returned 
in great hafte to inform their King, who 
upon the receipt of this News, was greatly 

embarafTed; for he had loft many of his 
beft Soldiers whiHl: the fJ-oes remained in 
his Country, and kept him fo lon.g in the 
Bullies. Moreover, his Majefty had lately 
fem an Army into the inland Country, 

to take Slaves: For as I have formerly ~ 
obferved, he drives no regular Trade in "* 
Slaves, but only fells fueh as he takes in 
his Wars. 

Being in this State of Perplexity (when 

he had not a futbeient Number of Sol .. 

d,jer~ 
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diers to encounter the Whidaws and ~ 
poes together, and, on the other hani 
could not bear to fee himfelf braved bf 
fuch a cowardly Race as the Whidaw~ 
his Policy extricated him out of this Di 

g)fiCUity. He ordered 2. great number 
/l Women to~ be armed like Soldiers, a 
~ appointed Officers to each Compan 

with Colours, Drums and Umbrellas, ac 
.cording to the Negroe Failiion. Thea: 
ordering the Army to march, the W 
Soldiers were placed in the Rear, to 
vent Difcovery. When they came in 
of the Whidaw Army, the laner 
much furprized (0 fee fuch Numbers 
Dahome Soldiers, as they fuppofed rn,>rn\.' 

all to be, marching againft them: 
they had much depended on the tf'lrrnp, ... 1 

Reports, that they were [0 far reduced, 
not to be able (at leaft fo foon) to 

made Head againft them. At this UlnOA.- ,.' 

peeled fight the Whidaws were divide. 
Some wt;re for retiring back to the 
Wands; bur others who were commanded 
by Captain q/lzte, with the POPOl'S, were 
for fighting. During this Difpure, the 
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Dahome Army marched on boldly, and 
Captain OjJzte, with the Popoe General, 
as bravely advanced co meet them; and 
attacked their right Wing [0 briikly, that 
they drove them for [orne time before 
them. But the Whidaws who were with . 
the King, at that infiant cowardly fled; 
tho'his Majefiy ufed his utmofi endea vours 
and Intreaties to fiop them, and at lafl: 
wounded feveral with his Lance, to 
oblige them to [econd Captain OJ/ue's 
People: But all in vain. This being ob­
ferved by the lefi Wing of the Dahomes, 
they fell on the Rear of 0ifue's Soldiers, 
and loon obliged them and the Popoes, to 

fly in their turn; which the King of 
Whidaw perceiving, and being [0 very 
unwieldy and fat, he had no other way 
to [ave his Life, bur to fly into the dry 
Ditch of the Englijh Fort; where, by the J' 
help of two of his Sons, his Majefiy got 
over the Wall, and [0 e[caped the fury 
of his Enemies: But many of his People 
were killed, and others taken. 

Mr. r tjlifOle, the Governor, was at a 
great 10[s how to act on this occafion. 

For 
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For he forefa w the Dahomes would de .. 
mand the King, and infifi on his being 
delivered to them, as foon as they thould 
know he was in the Forr. Which if he 
rtfufed to do, he was fenfible, they could 
oblige him ,in time to do it, by fiarving 
him. Moreover, he could not but fufiain a 
great 10fs by the Interruption of Trade. 
So the Governor perfuaded the King to 
leave the Fort that Night, and he hap­
pily efcaped to his barren lflands again. 
However, the King of Dahome was after­
wards fully informed of all this, and like­
wife that the Governor had been the prin­
cipal occafion of the Whidaws endea vour­
ing to regain their Country: Which he 
highly refented. 

The Dahomes, after this. retired from 
about the Forts, and, leaving a fmall Ar­
my at Sabee, returned to their own 'Coun­
try; where many Banditd of other Na­
tions reforring to t.hem, their King, in a 
few Months, found his Strength and Power 
as much increafed,as when he fled from the 
J-oes. But the Countries-being laid walle 
far and near by his former Wars, tho' 

he 
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he h~s large Territories of many hundred 
Miles, and as fine a Country under his 
Dominion, as any in the Southern Parts 

I29 

of Africa; yet he is only a great King in 
name for want of SubjeCts, by reafon. of )i 
his ha ving defrroyed in fo cruel a manner'\Jt/ 
the Inhabitants of all the Places he has )\ . 
conquered. This has obliged many hun­
dred thoufands to fly from his Arms, 
into foreign Countries; that are by Situa­
tion fecured from his ram bling Bands, 
either by great Rivers, Mountains or 
Lake's. 

He has aCted !inee as impolitiek a part 4t 
in another mauer. For he,gave his word 
to a great number of the former Inhabi­
tants, If they would return again into 
their own Country, they ihould q uietl y 
enjoy it, upon paying a certain Tribute. 

, On this many thoufands returned into the 
Kingdom of Ardra, where they built 
Houfes, fowed Corn, and planted Pota- { 
toes; bue no fooner were there poor Peo-~ 
pie fenled, than the Dahomes furprized 
them, and killed or took captive all thac 
could not 5feape from th~m . The King 

K having-
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baving thus broken his promife, I be· 
lieve no others will ever venture to trull 
him: And the Country, in all Probability, 

."... will !:..f:main_ tlninhabited, durin[ his Life: 
M2reover, by this means the Trade --at 
Whida70 is almoft ruined; for the far in­

l lano -People having now no Markets to 
carry their Slaves to, as formerly, and 

• the Dahomes ufing no Trade but that of 
War, few Negroes are now brought down 
to be fold to the Europeans. 

-;If, Whether it was the badnefs of Trade, 
! occafioned by the Dahomes aCling in this 

manner, or any thing elfe, that enraged 
L-

Mr. 'I'efteflle againft them; he was [0 im-
prudent, that on all Opportunities he 
ufed their People ill, when they came to 

the Englijh Fort: And at laft whipped 
one of their principal Men at the Flag­
Staff; and upon his complaining of this 
great Indignity, 'I' ejlefole ra fil I y replied, 
He would jeY'Ue his King in the fame man­
ner if he was in his Power. All this be­
ing afterwards reported to his Majefty, 
it highly offended him: And he faid, 
ee Surely this Man muft be full of Malice 
. " againft 
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" againft us, elfe he could never have fo 
" fuddenly forgot our former Kindneifes 
'c to him." 

The King upon this ordered his People 
to watch fo; an Opportunity to furprize 
the Governor, and make him Prifoner; 
and his Imprudence foon made him fall 
into their Hands in the following man­
ner. There was a French Captain who 
had a Factory, at fome diftance from the 
Englijb Fort: This Gentleman had hee.n 
drinking with the Governor all night, and 
when the day came, he perfuaded Mr. 
'I'efl~fole to go and drink Coffee with him 
at his Factory. The Dahomes, who were 
on the Watch, feeing him go [0 the 
Frenchman's Houfe, went and furrounded 
it, demanding to have the Governor de­
livered to them. This the Captain at 
firfl: refufed, but they threatning to burn 
his FaCtory; he told them, He would 
forthwith bring him our. So he went 
into the Houfe, and advifed Mr. 'I'lleJo/e 
to make his Efcape; which he ' refuling 
to do, the Captain put him by force into 
a large Cheft, and lock'd him 111: Then 

K 2 he 
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he went out, and told the Dahomes, ,< He 
" could not find the Governor, and that 
" he believed he had efcaped." This fo 
enraged tbem, that they fired a Piilol at 
the Captain, which {hot him in the Arm, 
and thereupon broke into his Houfe, 
where they at lail found the unfortunate 
Man in the Cheil; whom they took out, 
tied his Hands and Legs, and putting him 
into a Hammock , fent him away to their 
King, who was at that time encamp'd up 
into the COU,qy, four daysjollrney off. 

Th:s unh<'.ppy Gentleman flattered 
him{elf, that the former Kindnefs the 
King had (hown for him, would now 
[ave him; but his MajeO:y was [0 highly 
offended, that he would not vouchfafe to 

fee him; fo that he gave himfelf up for 
100:. However, a few days after this he 
was rent down to Sabee, about four Miles 
from the Fort, where he was given to un. 
derO::llld, " If he w0l!ld write to the Per­
" ion lhac commanded in his Abfence, 
" for feveral things, which they named, 
" for his Ranfom, that on [heir being 
" Ltn t he {hould have his Liberty. 

This 

. { 
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This he readily complied with, and 
they initantly allowed him more Free­
dom, permitting two of his own Negroe 
Servants to wait on him; "(0 that he began 
to be eafy in his Mind: But the Scene fo-on 
changed; for on their receiving the Things 
he had writ for, and which were of a COI1-

fiderabJe Value, there cruel bare Villa ins 
feized his Perron, and made his BJdy fait 
to Stakes drove in the Ground: Where~ 
fpreading him on his Belly, they with 
{barp Knives cut open his Arms, Back, 
Thighs and Legs in {everal places, and 
filled the Wounds with a mixture of 
Limejuice, Salt and Pepper mixed toge­
ther; which put him to inexpreilible 
Torment. However, they foon after put 
him out of his pain, by curting off his 
Head. Then they cut his Body in pie­
ces, broiled them on the Coals, and eat 
them. 
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Thus this poor Gentleman loft his 
Life in a terrible manner. And tho' the 
King of Dahome has fince denied to [orne 
white People, "That he gave Orders (0 ~ 
" have him put to death;" His Majefty 

K 3 faying, 



I 

134 A new Account of Gui~::ea, 
faying, by way of Excufe, cc He only told 
'e fome of his principal People to carry hini 
. , to Sabee, and there do with him what 

" they thought fit, not fu[peCting they 
" 'Would have ufed a white bendeman iii 
" fuch a mal-lner;" Yet it is not to be doubt· 
ed but they knew their Mafier's Mind coo 
well in this Affair. For his Majefiy pu':' 
nilhed none of thofe that were ACtors in 
this cruel Tragedy; tho' it was earnefl:ly 
infifl:ed on. Nay fome of them that eat 
part of his Fleili, have been fince fa au-

} dacious, as to tell feveral Portuguefl Gen­
tlemen, that talked with them about it, 
" That Englijh Beef was very good." 

After Mr. TeJleJole's unhappy Fate, two 
white Men running away from the Eng­
lijb Fort, one of them went to the King 
of 'Dahome, and informed him, (, There 
" were but four white People left in the 
.' place, [0 that he might eafily take it." 
The King replied, ,( He had no quarrel 
" with the Ellglijh Nation; for what had 
.( been done to the late Governor, he by 
" his Imprudence had broughton him[elf: 
,e And he hoped, the African Company 

" would 



! 

I r;ltd the Slave rraae. 135 
(C wcuJfeQd a fitter Perf on to command 
" the Fort for the future." 

Sometime after this the King of Da- · /­
home coniidering he !hould certainly be 
invaded again by the J-oes, as foon aSjhe 
Seafon permitted them to march, and . 

dreading very much their pc3wer, he fen~ . /' 
Embaifadors with large Prefents to their · ~ 
King, t~gethel' with one of his handfomefr 
Daughters. Thefe were civilly received, I 

and had the good fortune to fucceed in their 
Negotiations. For they fo gained fome 
great Men about the King, by prefentrng 
them with large pieces of Coral (which ., 
the J-oes efteem above all things ) that 
by their means an advantagious Peace 
was obtained for their Mafter, and they 
w~re civilly diCmiifed with handfom~ 
Rewards. For a Confirmation . of they--­
Peace, the King of J-oe rent, a little 
while after, one of his Daughters to the 
King of Dahome for a Wife; and !he was 
received \vith great Joy by the KilJg and 
his People. 

At my'ioing on Shore at Jaqueen, the 
latter end of February 1729-3°: I was 

K 4 inrormed 

\ '. 
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informed of all that I have ~ere\~elatcd; 
and tho' I found Trade very 'dull, yet all 
the white Gentlemen reliding at that 

l) 
place, were full of Expectations, That, 

1- no,yv a Peace was concluded be-~ween the 
'J-oes and the Dahomes, we {hould foon 
have a great"many Negroes brought down 
for Sale. But tho' I was there above two 
Months, Trade did not mend in the lean: 
A~d I a"'m afraid ic will noc for -many 

/ 

Years, becaufe of the great DeftruCl:ion 
·of the Inhabitants of the neighbouring 

. Countries, who ufed co carryon a regular 
:I- Trade with the far inland People: Nei-

~ ther will thofe that had the good fortune 
to efcape the Dahomes Crueley, dare to 

f t·eturn during the Life of the prefent Con­'* queror, whofe Perfidioufnefs and Trea­
chery they have often experienced. 

I {hall conclude this firft Book with an 
account of a Misforcune that befd me by 
Fire, whilft I was at Jaqueen. The re~ 
larion, if I mifiake noc, may be acceptable 
to the Reader, and give him a (rue no­
tion of the Buildings, and [orne ocher 
Matters amongft the Negroes. 

The 


