






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































%0 sell Nkrumah to the people as the only man capable of delivering
them from the colonial statusy everything was geared to achieving
this twin-aim, Incessantly it decried imperialism, colonialism,
suppression, exploitatlon end mismanagement, and paraded Nkrunah's
opponents as traitors to their eountry, It exploited the failings

of the immediate past, roversing in the process some of the favourably
accepted ideas about it, and comnecting the old sehool with the
government and therefore with the unpalatable ones. BREverybody knew
that the recent war whieh had brought untold hardships on all, was
fought against fascism, The Accra Evening Fews now told the people that
"BRITISH Imperialism in Colonial Africa has a striking resemblance to
tuein".‘ The recent war which had been proclaimed to be "Hitler's
war. egainst the frecdom of the uorld"z was now said to haw been not a
universal war but simply & "white man's war®.> Again, hitherto it md
been said that colonial Africans had fought in {the war becauwse of their
courage and their belief in freedom. Not ®o, according to this paper:
rather, they had been "dragged innocently" into it, iloreover, said the
paper, the colonial peoples had been deceived and fooled by Britaing
for although they had been made to understand that aftér the war they
m become respectable people within the British Commonwealth, the
truth was that there had been no gains to them: “Nothing but
intensified, though concealed, Suporession and Oppreaaiorm."4

1. June 1, 1949. -
2. Afzieen Noming Pogt, Tuly 25, 1942,

3. Aseza Evening Jeus, June 1, 1949,
4. Jdeu.

o
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To be sure, the Sfatesman tried to do for Danquah and the
UGO0C what the Aggra Evening News was doing for Nkrumah and the CPP.
The paper's competent and scholarly c¢olumns put across the case of
the UGCC very well, But unlike the Agera Evening Jews, its appeal
was to reason, and in a scholarly way it demolished the thcories
put forward by the CPP, trying to prove in the process thet Nkrumah
and his colleagues were at best second-rate intellectunls. It is
doubtful whether most of the newly literate who cared to read the
Stotesnen at all could have understood most of what that paper saidj
but perhaps it was unable to achieve for the UGCC as big a following
as did the M N_evi for the CPP mainly because rational
arguments represented a misplaced emphasis in view of the peculiar
circunstanges of the time.

The jgora Evening News appears to have been so succeseful in
its aims that Nkrumah had been widely accepted as the "Apostle of
Ghana h'oodm"“ even before the split occured., So that within six
months from its formal inauguration om Sunday, 12 Jure 1949, the CPP
had beecome strong enough openly to confront the chiefs, the traditional
repository and citadel of political power in the Gold Coazst, as
evidenced by Nkrunah's statment that *[foz) tuose of our Chiefs who
Join forces with imperialista,..there shall come 2 time when they
will run away fast and leave their sandals behind 1:heu:t".2

1. Reference to the Gold Coast as Ghana in the late Forties was rempant,
2. Acexa Evening iows, January 5, 1950.
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It nust be added that the popularity of the new movament became
widespread both in the urban and rural areas. For example, the
Ashantehene's own words to a gathering of all political bodies in
the Kumasi area requested by the Kumasi Divisional Council on 30
DMbor 1949, attested to the CPP's strength in Ashanti at the time,
He said:

My, Kwame Nkrumah is now your lord, Tou serve and

worship him as if this nation is now under Nzima,

Remember that the only nation that has withstood

the Asanti's is the British nation, The Ashanti

nation shall be wiped out before we serve the Nzimas,
But of course there is no better testimony of the CPP's strength and
popularity than the results of the first general elections in the
country in 1951, when it won an overwhelming majority of the contested
seats, capturing all the five municipal seats and 29 out of the 33
rural seats. With the elections came responsible internal zovemment,
with the CPP forming the first African gowernuent. The colony had
thus begun on its last stage of comstitutional development towards
complete independence, which was achieved on 6 March 1957, under the
- leadership of the CPP,

N
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CHAPTER 8

CONCLUSIONS

(a) PHASES OF NATIONALIST DEVELOPMENT

We have been concerned in this study meinly with those influences
on the evolution of nationalist ideology in the Gold Coast which could
be said to have been internal to the nationalist movement itself; 1i.e,
with the in-fighting between the nationalists themselves and between
their groups, the factors which conditioned it, and the trends and
patterns that resulted from it. In sum tho essence or rationale of
nationalist activity, especially by the 'radicels', was the rejection
of colonial paternalism in social, political end economic matters,
the necessary concommitant of that rejection being the play for
self-determination and self-assertion in these matters, The
underlying belief seems to have been that self-determination would
almost inevitably lead to a higher standard of living for the gemerality
of the peoplse,

The period of natiomalist activity covered in this study
falls into two broad phases and brings us to the threshold of modern
Ghaneian nationalism proper. Although necessarily related (for they
were simply aspects of a single search), these phases however possess
characteristics which distinguish them from one another, The first
phase may be said to have come up to about the end of World War 1.
During this period self-govermment, in the sense of Dominion status,
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did not often emter into the calculations of the nationalists:

for the notion of John Bull and the Union Jack as models or symbols

of liberty, freedom, equality, right and justice were, except in
isolated cases, herdly questioned or doubted, Indeed, many a
nationalist felt that if only 'mother® Britain would accord her
colonials the respectability they deserved as matu»red sons and daughters,
by ¢iving them a meaningful participation in their own government, all
would be well under the cool and calm of the colonial umbrella.' And
the nationalists took it upon themselves to demonstrate the basis

of this respectability precisely because theories about the supremacy of
the white race (very much in vogue in tho nineteenth eentury) had
depicted the African as sub-human by nature, Thus Menssh Sarbah, for
example, anmounced his aim for writing the Fanti National Constitution
(1895) to be to "demonstrate ... the existence of an African state"
(Preface VITI), The first phase of nationalist activity was therefore

-~
a kind of remaissance in the true sense of a (re) discovery of the past,

1. In ite editorial on 30th June, 1906 (entitled "Our National Crisis®),
the [ L one of the staunchest nationalist papers of
its time (1902-1 930,, expressed this idea thus: "We repeat that we
eould not sever our commection from Great Britain if we would; ¥e
% ;'j. if we could, In all the criticism that we make on public

. 3 in all the reforms that we seek; in all the expression that
we give t0 the grievances of the people; let friend and foe understand
onge and for all, that we are animated by a conviction that the Gold
Coast, in the near future, is going to become a great nation, a
valuable link in the Imperial chain, and that the only obstacle in
the way is the stupid policy of ignoring the sons of the soil, and

treating them as if they were of no account in the development and
advangement of their dear fatherland”,
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Indigeneous social, cultursl and political institutic;ns were emphasised,
80 thg.t_ nationalist activity at th; time wore a close identification
with chieftaincy as the totem or repository of traditionalism; and for
the nationaliste the most grievous crine commited by the colomial
establisiment was its supercession of the traditional jurisdiction of
the chiofs, as vividly manifested in the controversy over the control
of land,

) A strugzle for leadership is likely to occur in any movement
comprising peoples; .yet, exeept during the period immediately preceding
the formation of the NCBWA, the first phase of nationalist activity was
free from the large-scale in-fightin%that came to characterize the
later phase. In fact, this was a period of a wide degree of consensus
among the natiopalists, thus producing a cohesion between chief and
intellectual in common opposition to the colonisl govermuent. But then
this was the pe;’.i.od wnen the nationalist movement was at its most
elitist, comprising the chiefs, the (wealthy) merchonts and the educated
class, dominated by the lawyer-nationalist whose special imvortance -
derived from the comstitutional nature of nationalist agitation, and
also from the fact that he was about the best educated citizen then.

The search for respectability has never been lost might of in the
history of nationalism, even if it was overshadowed in empbasgis in the
later phase. - '

The second phase began in the circumstances and conditions of
the aftermath of World War I, As the Gold Coast Leader said on 5 Jamuary
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1963: "Our experiences during the last few years, especially since
the war, have convinced us that even under the Union Jack right and
Justice have to be seized by violence, so to speak”, The new ideas
and methods of agitation found expression in the NCBWA, The bases
both of colonial rule and of chiefly authority now came to be
questioned, and in the precess the in-fighting among the nationalists
began, ultimately resulting in a division of the intellectuals into
pro- and anti-chief ;I.ntellectuals. Mutual suspicion arose between
chief and intellectual, and the chief was thereby driven into a
readiness to ally with the colonial authority which at least gave the
appearance of not vanting to tamper with the former's traditional status,
The disruption in the nationalist camp brought the younger intellectuals
into the forefront of nationalist politics, and with them came a new
wave of z-ad:l.cal.l.:l.n.1

It was this new wave of radicalism that Wallace Johnson tried to
focus and erystallize and injeet new life and new tactics into. He was

cut short, But the sort of human material required for the successful -

1. An interesting aspect of the new radicalism was the expression
of unfavourable comment on well-known personalities who had
previously been generally adored, For example, "our own Aggrey"
was now Said to have imdulged in "dreams which may not mature
+111 the millemnium" (see editorial, Gold Coast Leader, Jume 15,
1929), and Ghandi's methods of agitation were said to be unsuitable
to Gold Coast politids (see Gold Coast Times, May 10 = 17, 1930).
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play of this kind of nationalist politics was increasing year by year
as a result of increassing educational opportunities. The new literates
sought outlets for their emergies through social and literary erganisations
whose activities showed that their outlook was divergent from that of the
0ld school nationalists, In fact the rapid spread of education meant that
recruitment into the younger intellectual group was increasing rapidly
throughout the Thirties and Forties to the disadvantage of the old school.1
Agein the social upiwavnl of the 1940s and the resultant widespread
disaffection, plﬁs the ferment of ideas, sharpened the conflict between
the existing nationalist groups, as well as introducing new interest
groups like the TUC and the ex-Soldiers, with well articulated grievances,
Such indeed was the malleability of the (human) material when Nkrumah
arrived on the scene with a "borrowed ,,, hammer from Moscow” that the
moulding exercise was much facilitated,

‘Looking back from the vantage point of today the implications of
this trend of affairs for the later development of nationalism may
appear to be clear-cut., Thus, writing about the events following upon

the Burns Comstitution, Stewart Easton has said that

1. Aecording to Rosalind Ainslie, the number of elementary school
leavers inoreased from 15,000 in 1902 to 65,000 in 1935. See
her book, The Press in Africa, Victor Gollancz, 1966, page "
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The special interest of the sequel to the Burns constitution ...

lies in its classical archetypal form, Looking back ,,, we find

it difficult to see how the sequel could have been other than it

was, provided the figure of destiny, in this case Kwame Nkrumsh,

was present to 1 the role of the hero in the tragi-comedy

about to be played, -
We may ask: vhy m it that mther_Danquah nor the chiefs seemed to
have realised this? Port of the answer is that social events tend to
hi:do their future implications away from their human contemporaries,
especially those who are the actors, And, after all, irrespective of
the increasing numbers of the new literates, did the chiefs not feel
secure (1ndeed were they not secure) in their lealership, so long as
the colonial machinery remainsd? Similarly, vis-a-vis the new literates,
was Danquah and the old school intellectuals not justified in fveelingr
secure in their pertnership with the chiefs? But this is only part of
the answer, A large chunk of it still lies to be unravelled from the
1ndiv1dﬁa1 personalities of the nationalist drama, We shall be concerned
here with only one such personality - Dr, J,B, Danqueh -« and in a very
brief way, (It is, however, the view of this writer that until detailed
biographical studies have been done about such of our nationalist figures
as Menseh Sarbah, Attoh-Ahuma, Casely Hayford, Ofori Atta I, Kobina
Sekyi, Dr, Danguah, ete,, our knowledge of our nationalist history

will remain sketchy).

1. Stewart C, Baston, The
© 1961, pege 2
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Dr, Danquah wes a prolific writer and a good speaker; and one
could use l;.ta writings snd speeches to look at him from different
viewpoints: as a conservative or a radical; as = man who genuinely
believed in partnership with the chiefs, or an opportunist who flirted
both with the colonial establishment and with the chiefs as a matter of
political expediency. Taken together to form a total view of the man,
these various aspects of him perhaps conduce to the verdiet 'inconsistent!,
If so, Danquah was consmistent in his incounsistency! I find this to be
as intriguing as it i:; remgrkable, and T wish to indicate what appears to
me to be at least a partial oxplanation of why the man acted the way
‘he did,

The first thing that we have to realise is that both as a man
and as a nationalist Danquah was, outstanding‘y,a character astride two
worlds - the traditional and the Western. By birth he belonged to a
chiefly family, before going abroad to study he had worked as secrstary
t'o the Abuakwa stool, and as a scholar he resezarched deeply into Akan
tradition, On the other hand, by his high Western educational attaimments,
he belonged to the educated elite, which, in fact, he led after 1938,
Seoondl,y, he performed very well in both worlds, In fact, his policy
of zapproghment between chief and inmtellsctual was no more than
bringing together his two f.eet, hitherto wide apart., But such dualism
could hardly have l;een free from contradiction, especially under

conditions where econsistency of purpese was never a strong point of
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colonial policy. Mor /'-.f-e Danstuak the only natisnalist ccught in the
spokes of this duslity. As a matter of fact, all those nationalists
who took both worlds seriously and tried assiduously to compromise
traditionalimm and modernity exhibited this dualism, slbeit in varying
degrees, Herbert lMacauley, perhape as Buropeanized as ga African
could be, and yot the leading nationalist of the Nigeria of his %ime,
tempered his trenchant attacks on the colonial establishment with
declarations of unflinching loyalty to the British Crown, Africanus
Horton ‘aoceptod Buropean standarde as the yardstick for assessing
African advance, but at the same time argued for African se¢lf-reliance
and a neasu;-e of divorce from Burope., Kobina Sekyli was a traditionalist-
ocum~modernist., Casely Hayford fought the Provincial Council system
at its incsption only to embrace it later on., Indeed, only those were
free from this dualism who were prepared to damn the old Africag and
build in its place a Wew Africa, irrespective of the comsequences - the
Azikiwes, the Wallace Johnsons and the Nkrumahs,

Dr. Danquah took the two worlds of colonial society seriously,
And so it was that after years of political tutelage under his brother
(Ofari Atta I) he turned round to quarrel with him; so it was that only
a year after he had said that the Gold Coast was not ripe for dominion
status he demanded the same status for the territory; so it was that a
man who was said to be far shead of his time in the early Forties
because he asked for *gelf-government nav', was regarded as a drag

on the colony's progress to sslf-rule towards the end of the decade;
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80 1t was that, sponsorad by tho chiefs, he accepted office undsr the
Burns Constitution, but turned back to lash at both the Constitution and
the chiefs; - many more examples could be cited, But so it was, too,
that, as a reader snid in a letter %o the Statesmsg of 9 Necember, 1949:

* "Porhaps no public man anywhere in the world, in his servies %o 1is

oountry, has been subjected to @o much public insults and abuces (sic)
from his own people as Dr, J.B. Danguah," He nmight as wall hove added:
‘fram colonial officialas too'. lanquah's dualism seddled him with

entanglements whisch proved to be politically inexpadient in the

_ circumstznces of the post-war Gold Coast society, Ioreover, superimposed

on this dualism was also an idealism of a philosophical kind, an idealisa

which made him substitute altruiem, goodwill and good intensions, and

raﬁ.onalify, for political strategy, If to the scholar (who, has a

~ terndency to look for the :logically neat, even in human personalities)

X SR

f

Daaguah is an enigmatic character, it is because of all the nationalists

he was. porhaps the truest product of the contradictions and the

contortions waich formod the confluence of traditioralism and Westernisa,

(b) 28 Svcosss OF TEE oPp

Ve have suggested that‘ the conditions of the social upheaval
in @old Coast society of the 1940s make it largely true to say of
Kwame Nirumsh that "the master arrived when the student was ready”,

‘And there is much truth in the contention that Nirumah was pushed to

the break with the UGCC by people like Dzenkle Dzewu, Kofi Baako,

|
|
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K.A, Gbedemah and Saki BM.' But although Nkrumah might have

riddén on the wings of popular discontent, that does not detract from
his political ingenuity; for political ingenuity, in this particular
respect, consists precisely in the ability to isolate interest groups
and use them to advantage,

Until Nkrumah became the secretary of the UGCC he was virtually
unknown in the Gold Ceast, except perhaps as the "Special Corpespondent
of the African Press Agency, London", in which capacity he made
occasional appearances in the local press. This meant that unlike
Danquah, whose long association with the nationalist movement had
encumbered and fettered him with the old methodology of mationalist
agitation, Nkrumah, the new man, was thereby free to breask nsw ground,
In this wise he found the application of methods of mass mobilization
very useful in rallying the people for political action., The old-school
nationalists were elitist, even aristocratic, in outlook, but they were
no imperialist stooges, Neither would it be meaningful to account for
Vkrumah's success in terms of his being fminhibited by value commitments,
The appeal and sucecess of the (PP, as against the UGCC, lay more in its
populism, in its complete distrust of the sincerity of Britain to effect
those changes deemed necessary, and in its organigzational methods, rather
than in the contents of its demands,

{. George Grant said about Nirumah: "I regret that Mr, Nkrumah was
forced by certain elements to resign" E August 17, 1949,
P.!). Those elements were both within outside the leadership
of the UGCC,
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(o) EXISRNAL PACTORS \

Throughout the history of Ghl4 Coast mationslimm external
influences have been at work, and although they do not form our basic
concorn in this study we must write briefly abc;ut them, Usually, it
is meant by external ipfluences those that operate from outside
the country, However, we shall include among them he.re those
influences which operated from within the Gold Coast itself but which
were not indigenous in orfgin,

The first body of such influences may be grouped under the
head 'Western edusation', This gave to the nationalists the English
language as a common transtribal medium of communication; which in
turn made poseible the English-language press as a suitable vehicle
of nationalist ideas, Western education also introduced the nationalists
to such (Western) ideas as democracy, popular franchise, and 'no taxation
without repnsontationf. which concepts they then threw back in the faces
of oqloninl officials, Again, Western education produced what has been
called the African middle class, composed mainly of the intelligentsia and
the merchants, who formed the backbone of the new natt:!.on,ail.:t.sm.1

We may also memtion under this broad head the coming of cash

seonomy, wage labour, commerce and commercial mining, Introduced into

1. "ee, e.g, Martin Kilson, Jr,, "Nationalism and Social Classes ur
"British West Africa", Immanuel Wallerstein (2d.), §%§1 Changes
Xhe Colonisl Situation, John ¥iley and Sons, Ine, 1966, pp.533-550,
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& predominantly subsistence (farminz) cconomy, these new sctivities
represented the beginnings of the movement from that economy to a money
economy, from a rural to an urban (industrial) economy. This process has
been accompanied by large scale movements of people from the rural areas
into the towns, followed by the?omtion of non=tribal associations like
the TUC, based largely on economic intorests; and these have accelerated
the spread of nationalism during periods of socio-economic hardships,
like the World War II days. '

The second body of influences has come in the form of a 'back
to Africa' ideological inspiration from what th> native press preferred
to call 'the exiled Africaf’in America and the Wost Indies.‘ We have already
noted the influence of Blyden on nationalists like Casely Hayford, HNarcus
Garvey's ideas dominated the West Africa of the 1920s, and his paper, the
Negro World, is known to have been widely read and discussed by West
African nationalists., In an even more concrete way Ju Bois made an impact
on the natiomalists through the pan-African movement, Nkrumah having been
l;l active participant in the 1945 Manchester Conference. And before
he finally came down to Ghana in 1959 George Padmore had been vritii\g
to the press since the 1930s expounding ideas about socialism,

1. See George Shepperson, "Notes on Negro Americen Influences on the
Emergence of African Natiomaliem", Jourmel of African Historv,
Vol,1, No.2, 1960, pp.299-312.
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Finally, a body of external inflnences came with the two World
Wars, especially the 3econd - ideas about liberty, justice, common
humnify, self-determination, ete, These ideas came to a people who
hed been ripened for a nationalict revodution by a long history of
sustained nationalist agitation and largs-scale socio-economic hardships,
Truly did a correspondent of the Gold Coust Observer say in September,1944:

Let 0o one make the sad mistake to imagine that the

Gold Coast youth today listen to the B,B,C, or read from

the foreign and local newepepers without meditating

seriously upon the many problems facing them and the

country,
Moreover, the nationalists believed that their aspirations snd struggle
for self-government were endorsed by the Atlantic Charter, the UN end

Ruesia,

(@) IEE PRESS

Having read this work through, the reader can only be reminded
that the indigenous press has played an envisble role in the developuent
of Gold Coast nationalimm, For the idea of the native press as the
champion of the peoples' interests and rights is as old as that press
itselfy Throughout its history, from the 1850s, the native pr@ss has
been characterised by a strong determination not to compromise the
peoples! uﬁresta, "regardless of the frowns of King or Kaiser"!
It has acted as a check on the 'lawless propensities of officials®

1. ©old Coast Times, March 28, 1874,
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‘docryin; abuses and pointing out ways to reform and :I.znpz-t:mremsxrl:.‘l
Colonial officials worried about what the native press said and, at
one tiu or another, sought by legislation or emergency powers to place
limits on what it could say,

Ae the most important single factor for social, political and
economic education, and as the only medium outside the Legislative
Council availeble to the nationalists for expressing disapproval and
discontent, the press (this *fodth and only estate!) felt that it
had a duty toward tl'zoy progress of the country, This was the only
Justification why the nationalists clung so temaciously to the press,
an oataﬁ which in those days hardly brought in any monetary returns
from its limited and circumseribed circulation, was produced under
unimaginable financial and technical strains, as well as being
characterised by a fluctuating, oven epiSidic, and unpredictable life
span, Increasingly, the indigemous press came under the control of

. the politically-minded new generation of nationalist-intellectuals,
80 that it became a tremendous influence in preparing the Gold Coast

peoples for a revolution against colonialism,

(e) ZHE ROOTS OF RADICAL NATIONALISHM
The relative neglect of the period 19301945 by writers on Gold

1, In thie it wes not always fore-sighted. For example, it criticised
Guggisberg’s economic measures, including the Takoradi harbour,
as wasbeful and unmneeessary,
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GM nationalism has ynwittingly engendered the idea that apart
from the activities of the Youth Conference the period was more or less
a holiday for natiomalist activity. It was not, Rather it was an
impoertant period in the history of the dewvelopment of nationalism, a
period during which the foundations of the idealogical ferment and the
patterns of conflict which burst so foreefully upon the political scene
in the latter half of the Yorties began to crystallize, Moreover, it
is these emerging patterns that make it meaningful at all to refer to
the events of Worlti War II as a catalyst; <for, after all, a catalyst
only speeds up en on~going process but does not originate one itself,
Thus an understanding of the forces and trends shaping up during the
period throws more light on the events of the post-ffar years, malking
them appear less sudden than they would oth:rwise seem, as well as .
cautioning against the tendency to over—emphasize (and make a fetish of)
_ the soldierly element in the rise of radical nationalism, Again, if ~
the Gold Coast possessed in 1946 "an air of coanfidence and stability”
it was in reality a false appearancs, a make-belief, holstorsd by
superficial analysis and a curious logic which colonial officials were
‘apt to employ. From a constitutional point of view the Burms
Constitution of 1946 conceded much to the people, Accordingly, the
‘chief's applauded it and the old school intelligentsia did the same,
at least for the time being. The ysual conclusion was then reached
that thevefore the country as a whole Was happy. This logic was as
dangerous as it was curious: for the happiness of a society is a



-195 -

Tunction of the harmony of its sectional intersst groups, and in 1946
those groups were not just the chiefs and the old school intelligentsia,
but also the ysunger intellectuals of the press, the TUC, the kx-
Servicemsn, the farmers, ote, And soms of these might have cared liitle
about constitutional development,

The great divide which occurred in the nationalist movement in
nid=1949 may be said to represent the eud of proto=modern nationalist
activity and the rise of modern nationalism proper. By shifting the
focus of nationalist politics from the Joint Provincial Council of
Chiefs, the events subsequent to the break led to a displacement of the
peoples' loyalties from their traditional ethnio bases (which the chiefs
represented) and began the period of re-aligmment of the loyalties to
a new, central, focal point, the party. This wes accompanied by a
decline in the influence which the chief, qua chief, had traditionally

wielded in politics at the centre.

(£) LEGACIES OF PROTO-WODERN WATTQNALISY
The style and temper of proto-modern nationalist politics has
left legacies which impinge on the style of politics today., First, the
lack of synthesis between traditional (ascribed) and secular (aequired)
legitimacy makes tim question of the role which chiefs should play in
modern politiee & moot one even today, OSecondly, although for some time
Nkyumah seemed t0 have altered the elitist nature of the leadership of
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the ﬁatiomliut movement, this proved to have been only tzmporary,
In the early Fifties Nirumah needed the masses for his political loadership
‘and he used them accordingly, But once 1ndepénclence had bsen won, and once
he began to feel secure in his leadership, he seamed to have decided thaf
the partnernhip of the ms'aos mist end, Thus the nstionalist movemsnt
once apain assumed an elitist neturs, finally culminoting in one man rale,
Thirdly, although it should be no justification for what Wkrumah
did, bearir;.g in mind that the Gold Coast arrived at independence with less °
than a decade of logitimate opposition, it moy be said that porhaps
Nkrumahts treatment of the opposition was not without precedent or parallel
in the natiomslist history, For our nationalist history has nover
tolerated the comtemporameous existence of viable rival movements, The
NCBWA captured the ARP3, The Gugzisberg Constitution was deliberately
constructed to kill the NCBWA., ¥The brain behind +he Youth lLeague was
expelled, The Youth Conferemce amalgamated gll clubs, societies &nd unions;
and the UGCC aimed 4o do the same thing, If Nkrumeh's suppression was
much more severe and hie methods differed, part of the reason was that
he had the control of the means of coercion in bis hands, Perhaps what
this indieates is that if the eoncept of opposition as a legitimate
instrument of democracy is to be institutionalized in Ghanaian society,
the (political) lsadership should comprise men whose belief in it is so
strong as to make them wish consciously to dedicate themsslves to its
eultivation,
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