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tM paper ..u 111 ita .4itorial that 1t embraced the ursaet 

group that had ever been brou(#lt together; adding 

that with it Nkrumah had c1elU'l;y beaten his political rivals. 

lIlcrumah's popularity depende4 on a multiple number ot factors, 

inoludin&' the tollowinffl his orpnizational ability, his 

identitioation with the politically underprivilsg&d and discontented 

fP'OUp8 like tbe TUC and the Ex-servicemen, tlMl appeal of hie youthful. 

perSODAUty aDd. hum¥le origins (e, g, he bad no chiefly connection and 

DO wealth) , his lack of long association with the old leadership 

against wham opposition hafA been building up over the yeare, his 

ability to discern the mood of the people and feed them aooo:nlingl;y 

with what they wanted. to heazo. and his concern not to harmonise any 

.,Dfllct1Zlc torcss , but simply to push end sell a poll tical ideology 

and a style ot political agitation. Bat perhaps the real link in the 

cha1zl of factors was the AFA :beAing i.s. "Nkrumah' 8 pipe organ", 

1 
.. the S$atEl'PM 'oalled 1t . .ame Nkrumah .built the paper, and the 

paper in turn bull t up bame Bkl'umah. 

!rNa, lIlI10h of what the paper said had already been said I!IIlllY 

t1laea before by lIAD,J' aatioDAlists. What was new about the paper 1m8 

the oonaisteJlO1. persi stency end lou4ness with which it hammered in 

. th.e t." -..ea to .hioh U bad COIIlpletelydedicated ihell'. 

ldeolofJllAal_ tile pape:r Wfi!!l big ettori to U8J1Ual!l8 the colonial 

armtrumea aJId the 014 school. Its editorial policy Q1f be 

ha'18 \lee- .. 1IaIII817. -ete:rnal hostility to Imperiali.- , anci 

, . ; i . 4 · .. j , 
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to "11 IkruIIIah to the people as the only man capable of delivering 

them hOlll the colonial etatus, everything was geared to achieving 

this tv1n-aim. Inoessantly it decried imperialism, colonialism. 

8\lppression, exploi tat10n and mismanagement. and paraded Nlcrumah' 8 

opponents 8S traitors to their countr,r. It exploited the failings 

ot the immediate past . re~rsing in the process aome of the favourably 

acoepte4 148aa about it, and oonnecting the 01d school \lith the 

IOwmment and. theret.ore with the unpalatable ones. Bver.fbody knew 

that the Ncent 'AU which had. brought untold hardships on all, was 

fouchi; a.inet fascism. The ACera Evening Nan nOli' t old the people that 

"BRITISH Imper1ali1lll1 in Colonial Atrica bas a stri2dng resemblance to 

faecia" • 1 The recant war which had be en proolaimed to be "Hi tIer's 

war. a8Bimtt the freedom ot the world,,2 was now aaid to have been not a 

universal war wt 8imply a "white man's war" . ' A~n, hitherto it lBd 

been sald that oolonial Africane had fought i n the uar DeClal8e of thou 

oourage and their belEt in freedom. Not eo , accoI1ii ng to this paper: 

rather, they hall befn "dragged innocently" into it. I,Ioreover, sald the 

paper, the oolonial peoples had bean c3eceiveci and fooled by Britain, 

ror although they had been made to understand that at't4la the war they 

wou14 becoms respectable people wUhin the British OOlll!!lDllWaalth, the 

truth was that there had been no gains to theml "Nothing but 

iDteneitia4. thoup conceale4, SUppression an4 OppresSion.·. 4 

1. JUp 1. 1,.,. 
I . · AtJ4t . ..... ''M •. .My as, 1942. 

, •• ,AU' ... U ..... '!, Jlme 1, 1949. 

JI 

'. 
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to be lIIlI'e, the Skte'PM tried to do for Danquah atd the 

VCIOG what ~ A99D UM'pg 'snr' was doing for Nkl'llIJlah and the CPP. 

'lb. paper" competent £Ul4 scholarly oolumns put across t :18 case ot 

the 1JCOO very well. But unlike the A9Rm ,,,,Woo lep. its appeal. 

wa. to zoeason, and in a scholarly way it demolished the t:leorie. 

put lorward by the CPi' , trying to prave in the process t het Jkrumah 

and hU oolleagues were at best second-rate inteUectuals. It is 

cIoubttul whetbar II1Clst ot the newly literate who cared t o read the 

UAtt." at all oould have understood moet ot what that paper aai~ 

nt pel'hapa it was unable to achieve tor the UOOC as big a following 

... 41d __ AGOra · ~ News tor thl OPP mainly because rational 

ucument. represented a misplaced emphasi. in view of the peculiar 

'lhe Mora ,"'ing New. appears to have been so s1lOccssful in 

U. aims ~t Bkrumah had been wide~ acoepted as the "Apostle ot 

Ibana ~eclom,,1 even before the split oocured. So t PAt 101 ~thin s1z 

IIIOJdbs from it. formal 1l!auguratioJl on Sunday, 12 Juu~ 1949. the C:PP 

had beOOll8 atroDg ~f#I. openq to confront the chlets, t he traditional 

I'8po.itory and citadel of political power in the Gold Coast, as 

ertunc" by lIIJaoumab"s statment that lI(tor) those of our Chiefs who 

\ join t0l"G86 with imperialists ••• there shall come a t ime when they 

wUl lNJl UflS fast £Ul4 1ea_ their sandals behilJi them" . 2 

1 • •• t4!zoeDCe to the Cold Ooast as Ghana in the late Forties 1raa rampant. 
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It wet be added that the popularity ot the new IDOv!ment became 

wleleepl'ead both in the urban and rural areas. For example, the 

J.llhantehene'e own words to a ~thering ot all political bodies in 

the ltUlD&ll1 area requested by the Kumae1 Divisional Council on 30 

Deoemoor 1949, attested w t he OPP's strength in Ashanti at the time. 

JI_ 8&lell 

1Il'. hame Bkrumah is now your lord. You serve and 
wo1'8h1p him &8 11 thiB nation 1s now under Ifsmao 
Remember that the only nation that bas withstood 
the AunU'a 1a the British nation. !he AahanU 
nation IIhall be wiped out before we serve the NlIlimas. 

But ot oourse there is no better testimo1\Y of the Cppls strength and 

popularity than the results ot the first general elections in the 

country in 1951. when 11; won an overwhelming majority of the contest ed 

Beats, oapturin« all t he five municipal seats and 29 out of the " 

rum! aeata. With the eleotions came respons i ble inte rnal 3'Ovem!!l6nt , 

with the CPP forming the tirst Africa n government. The 00101\1 had 

thus beiWl on its last stage of cODStitutional developnent towards 

COI!1pletle independellOe, which was achieved on 6 Karch 1957, UDder the 

. lea4C'8b1.p of the CPP. 

~ . , 
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CHAP.r I!lR 8 

C 0 N C L U S ION S 

(a) PllASES OF NATIONALPT DEVELOPMENT 

'lie have been c~ncerned in this study mainly with those influences 

on the evolu.tion of nationalist ideology in t he Gold Coast which could 

be said to have been internal to the natiooalist movement itself, i.e. 

nth the in-fighting between the nationalists themselves and between 

their groups, the factors which cond! tioned it, and the trends and 

patterna that resulted troll. it. In SUIB. the essence or rationale of 

nationalist activity, especially by tlle 'radicels', was the rejection 

of oolonial paternali8lll in sooial, political and economic matters, 

the neoessary conoOllllllitant ot that rejection being the play for 

self-determination and self-assertion in these matters. The 

UIlderl;ring beliet seElilis to have been that self-determination would 

alaost inevitably lead to a higher standard of living for the generality 

of the people. 

The period of nationalist activity covered in this study 

tllJ.l.a into two Broad pbasesand brings us to the threshold of modern 

Q.haD8ba uatlonal.1a1l proper. Although lI8cessarily related (tor they 

ware s:I.a~ aspects of a si.Dgle search), these phases however possess 

ch$racterisf;1cs 1Ih1ch distinguish thE!!!l frOlll one another. The first 

__ I!Y.'J be said tQ baTe oame up to about the end of World War 1. 

Dur.1Dg tbi. period eel1'...governaent, in the sense of Dominion status , 
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414 DOt otten enter into the calClllations of the nationaUsts: 

tar the notion ot John lull &lid the rJDion J ack as models or symbols 

ttt Uberty, f:ree4011. equality, right and justice were, except in 

lNlated oa86l1, hardq questioned or doubted. Indeed, IIl&DY a 

DatioDal1at f elt that 1t only ' mother' Britain wollld accord her 

oo1ODiala the reepeotabi lity they dnerred as matured sons and daughters, 

by siTing the a meaniIl«fUl part1a1pation in their own goVernment. all 

would be .ell under the 0001 and oalm of the colonial umbrella. I And 

the natS.olll.l1ete took it upOn themselves to demonstrate the basis 

of this respeotabillty prea1eely beoeu8e theories about the supremacy of 

tho White race (very much in vogue in the nineteenth oentury) had 

depicted the A1'r1can ae sub-hum.an by nature. Thus Mensah Sarbah, for 

exaapl.e. a.DnOUDOed hie aim tor writine the Pant! NatioAA1 COnstitution 

(1895) to be to "dt!lllonstrate •.• the existence. of an African state" 

(Prefaoe VIII). The first phase of nationalist aot! vi ty 1fB.S therefore 

"" • 1d.!Id of renabsanoe 111 the true sense of a (re) disoovery of the past. 

1. In 1t8 editorial on JOth JUD8, 1986 (entitled "Our NatioDal. Crisis"), 
.. 99l.cl CMst L~. OIlS ot the etau.nchest nationalist papers of 
ita t1De (t902-193()~ expressed this idea thus: "We repeat that we 
~ DOt ""I' our OODJISction h'olI Great Britain if we would, .D 
J9!!M 11ft. if ,8 oould.. In all the cr1 t101_ that we make on public 
~. u . all the I'8fOl'll8 thAt .. aeek, in all the expression that 
.. She to the gri.evaDces of the people~ let f'riend and. toe understand 
.... UIlto~ all. that we are an1IIated by a oonviction that the (lold 
Cclaat ... la the 1Ilt&:r tu.e, is go1Dg to beOOll8 a great ns.Uon. a 
ft11&Ule 1bk iJL tile Iaprial cha1n,. aDd that the oDly obstaole in 

. t» .q 1a the Iltup14 polla.r of ipt)rtng the aons ot the sol1. and 
~ .t). ... t.t ·~lIeT :irere of · ~ aocenm1; in the awelo~ent and 
~t of th~JI' dear fatherland." . 
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lradipneoua .001&1, OIllturnl and political inetitutions were emphasis(3d, 

110 t~t natiolllll.1at aat1vi ty at the tiM yore a close identification 

wUh ohieftaincy as the totem or repodtory of tradi tioIlll.lism; and for 

to. natlonallsts the most grievoUE cri:le co=ited by t ho colonial 

eatablishment ,,&s its II11pereession of t be tra·li t ~onal jurisdiction of 

the chiefs, as vividly manifested in the controversy over the control 

ot land. 

A strugzle for leadership is likely to occur in allY movement 

oOmpriaing peoples; yet, except during the period i mmediately preceding 

the formation of tho :SCBWA, the first phase of nationalist activity vas 

free from the largo-soale in-fightin4h:1t crune to characteri2i& the 

later phase. In taot.this W&s a period of a wide degree of consensu.s 

SIIong too nationalists. thufl producing a cohesion between chief and 

intellectual in common OPPOSit ion to the colonial gov(3rnraent. But then 

this was ths pe~od when the nationalist movement was a t ita most 

,Utiat, comprising the chiefs, the (wealt hy) merchD.nts and the educated 

class, dominated by the lawyer-nationalist "Those special im,)()rtance 

d.enved froll the constitutional nature of nationalist agitation, and 

alao from thef'act that he was about the best educated citizen then. 

fhe ee.u'ch for ~spectabiUty has never been lost sight M in tm 

h1ato1'1 of nationalism, even if' it was overshadowed in emphasis in the 

later phase. 

the second phase began in the circumstances and condi tiona of 

the aftermath of World War I. As the Gold Coast Leader said on 5 Ja.rru.ary 
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196,. "Our experiences d\U'1ng the last ~n year8, especially since 

the war, haft oom1nce4 118 that ..,.en UDder tha Union JacIc right and 

jlllltioe haTe to lte ae1Bed lI'y v:t.oleme, so to spe~ . The new ideas 

and llethodB of agl tation found expression in the NCBWA. The bases 

both ot colonial rule and of chiefly authority nov oame to ba 

queBt1oned, and in the procesB the in-fighting 8IIlong the natioaal1sts 

"&an, ult1lllately' resulting in a division of the intelleotuals into 

pro- aDd anti-ohiet intellectuals. Mutual. suspicion arose between 

obiet and intellectUlll, and the chiaf was thereby driven into a 

Hadi_ •• to ally nth tha colonial authority which at least gave the 

ap)le&rallOe ot not wanting to t 8llper with the former' II traditional sta tuB. 

The cl1ft'\lption 1n the nationalist camp brought the younger intellectuals 

1Dto the forefront of nationalist politics, and With them came a new 

wave ~ ra41oa.l1aa.
' 

It was this new vave of rad1callam that VJallace Johnson tried to 

tOOUII and aryetall1se and inject nell' life and nell' tactics into. He vas 

OIl" abort , :aut tha sort of human I118.terial required for the successful 

1. All interasting aspect of the new radicalism was the expression 
-of ~avOlU'able comment on well-known personalities who had 
Pl!8Y1oualy beengensral1y adored. For example, "our own Aggrey" 
.. s I10W eaid to bava illdulged in RdrGams which may not mature 
t1U ~ IIUlemdUII" <Bea acl1torial, 99ld Coast Leader. June 15 , 
1929). an4 Q~' s methods of agitation were said to be unsuitable 
to Gold e6as't politi_ ( see Gold Coast Times.. May 10 - 17, 1930) . 
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p~ ot this klDd of DIltionalist politic. 11'88 inoreasir-« year by year 

ae a result ot inoreaeing educatioml opportunities. The naw literates 

80usht outlet» tor their energies throush social and 11 terary organisationa 

whos8 aotivities showed that their outlook Was diver~nt from that of the 

old school nationalists. In tact the rapid spread of education meant that 

recruitment into the Y01.lJl8er intellectual group was increasing rapidly 

1 th:roug!lout the Thirties and b'orties to the disadvantage of the old school. 

Ap.1n the Bocial upheaval of the 1940s and the resultant widespread 

cUaattection, plus the ferment of ideas, sharpened the conflict between 

the e%i.stiD¥ nationalist grrups, as well as introdUCing new interest 

grOllp. like the TUe and the ex...soldiers, With well artioulated grievanoes. 

Such indeed vas the malleability of the (human) material When Nkrumah 

arrived on the scene with a "borrowed ••• hammer from Moscow" that the 

moulding exerc:1se vas IllUch facilitated. 

-Looking back from the vantage point of today the implioations of 

th18 trend of affairs for the later development of nationalism may 

appelU' to be clear-cut. Thua, writing about the events following upon 

the Burns Constitution, stevart Easton has said that 

t. According to Rosalind Ainslie , the number of elema ntary s ohool 
leaTer. increased trom 15.,000 in 1902 to 65,000 1n 1935. See 
he:e book .. Tile Press in Africa, Victor Go!lancz. 1966. page 
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fhe epeo:1al interest of the eequ.el to the Burna (Ionstitution ••• 
11e8 in its classical archetypal form. Looking back ••• we find 
it 4itficu.lt to. eee how the sequ.el could have been other than it 
na, pr~ded the figure of destiny, in this case IeYallle Nkrumah, 
"&8 preeent to ~l the role of the he1'? in the tra~-comedy 
about to be played. ' 

We IIIay aak:: why .. lUI it :that neither Danquah lII)r the chiefs eeamed to 

haTe realised this? Part. of tht3 8-'lBVer is that social events tend to 

hi'de their future implications away from thej.r human contemporaries, 

especially those who are the actors. And, after all , irrespective of 

the inoreasiDB numbers of the new l1ter:lten, did the chiefs not f eel 

secure (indeed were they not secure) in their lea·lership, so long as 

the colonial machinery rema1nsd? Similarly, vis-a.-vis the new literates, 

¥as Danquah and the old school intellectuals not justified in feeling 

seoure in their partnership with the chiefs? But this is only part of 

the answer. A large. ehunk of it still lies to be unravelled from the 

imividual personalities of the nationalist dxama. We shall be concerned . 

here with only ons such personality - Dr • .T.B. Danquah - and in a very 

brief 1I'a;y. (It is, however, the view of this writer that untU detailed 

b10graphical studies have been done about such of our nationa.l1st figures 

as MenSah Sar'bah, A ttoh-oAhuma, Casely lIaytord, Ofori A tta I, Kobina 

Sels:;yi. Dr. Da.nquah. etc., our knowledge of our natiopalist history 

will ~n sketchy). 

1. ste.art C. Basta, 'I'll. Twili,mt of European Colonization, Melhuen, 
1. 961.~ge • 
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Dr. Diulquah was a prolific wr1ter and a good speaker, and one 

oould use his vr:l. tinge and speeches to look at him from different 

v1.ewpo1nt81 as a oonaervati ve or a radical, as Ii man who genuinely 

hl18Ted in partnership with the chiefe, or an opportunist who fUrted 

both with the colonial establishment and ~rith tne chiefs as a matter of 

pol1tical expediency. Taken together to form a total view of the mau, 

these variOWJ aspects of him perhaps conduce to the vertliot 'inoonsistent' . 

If eo, DlUlQ.uah VaS oonsistent in his inconsistenoy! I find this to be 

aa intriguing as it is remarlcabJ.e, and I wish to i ndicate What appears to 

1118 to be at lo:lst a partial explanation of why the man aoted the way 

he did. 

The first thing that we have to realise is that both as a man 

and as a nationalist Danquah was, outstandi~}a char~cter astride two 

world. - the boadi tional and the ifestern. By birth he belollonad to a 

chiefly family, before going abroad to sto.1dy he had ',forked as secretary 

to the Abu3lDIa stool, and ae a scholar he resaarched deeply into liken 

tl'adition. On the other hand, by his high , Western educational attaimtents. 

he beloXl3$d to the educated elite, which, in fact, he led attar 1938. 

Secondly, he performed very well in both ITorlds. In fact, his policy 

of' mllljC?Shllltp.t ~tlfe0n chief and, intell.ectual was no lIlore than 

brlDging tQgather his two feet, hit.barto wide apart. But such dualism 

could hardly haTe been free trolll oontradiction,. espeo:i.ally under 

ooD11tiODe mere .~zud.8teno;y ot purpose vas DeTer 1I. 8trong point of 
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oolonial policy. ~f')r -.r .o Da n:!u ili thl3 only mti Jnalist c::.ll{3ht in the 

spokes of this duality. As IS matter of f act, all those nationalists 

who took both worlds serioLUlly and tried assiduous ly to compromise 

trad1tlonali[JJll IIDdlllodern1ty e%.hibited this dualism, e.lbeit ill varying 

degrees. Herbert Ibcauley, perhaps as Surol?eanized as an Afrioan 

oould be, a:od yGt t he leading nationalist of the Nig<>ria of !ua time, 

tapared h10 trenchant attacks on the coloni>-.J.l e stablishmant with 

deolaratioll8 of unflinching loyalty to the British Crown. Africanus 

Horton aooepted European standards as the yardstick fo~ Rssessing 

Afriosn adYanoo, but at the same time argtled for Afric911 self-reliance 

and a lIIeasure ot divoroe from Europe. Kobina Sekyi was a traditionalist­

~odernist. Casely Hayford tought the Provincial Council system 

at its inoeption only to embraoe it later on. Indeed, only those were 

free fioolll this dualism who were prepared to damn the old Africaar and 

build in its place a New Africa , irrespective of the consequences - the 

AII5i1dves , the Wallace .Tohnsons and the Nk:rtu:Iah.s. 

Dr. Danquah took the two worlds of colonial SOCiety sariously. 

Al'.Id. so it liaS that after years of political tutelage under his brother 

(Ofor:1 Atta I) he turned round. to !+uarrel with him; so it was that only 

a year after be had said that the Gold Coast was not ripe for dominion 

status he demanded the same status for the territory; so it lias that a 

man Yho was said to be tar ahead of his time in the early Forties 

because be asked tor "eelt-governJllent nCIll', was regarded as a drag 

on the oololQ"s progress to self-rule tOyards the end ;>r the decade; 



, - 188 -

110 it lfa8 tho,t, apon.eol"3d. by th~ ohieZs. he eccdpted office under the 

ltJll'l18 Constitution, bllt tarIll:ld back to laah at both the Constit'<lt1on and 

the ohietll, - maIJiY more e%8lllplea oould be 01 ted. But so it was, too, 

that, aa a reader sn!<\ in a letter to t he Stateg.n of 9 :)eo8[!loor. 1949: 

, "Pomaps no publio man anywhere i n the world, i n hi S Gervioa to ;Us 

country , has been subjected to GO much publio insults and abuses (s1o) 

tram his own people ae I)r. J.B. 1)anquah." He might ,:lS }lell mve addad: 

t frCIIll colonial '.>f'ficiala too'. J an].1,L.'J..~' s dua lism ~1dlod hiill 1'l1th 

ButanBlemonte .bioh prov<ld to 'be pol:Ltically ine;cpGdiellt in the 

cirO\llllSta.noea of tile , poet-war Gold Coaat society. l-loraovar, auperi~,:?osed. 

on this duaUSII vae Q.lao an idealiem of a philosophical kind, an i l ealism 

which made him 6Ilbstitute altruiBlll, goodwill and good intensions, aDd 

rationality, for political strategy. If to the eoholar (who, has a 

tendency to look for the :logia.ally noat, even in human personalities) 

~U8h is 8.Zl enipatio oharacter. it is becaUse of all the IlIltionaJrlats 

hewaa , parhapa the truest product of the contradictions aDd the 

~l1torliOl18 which tOl'mGd the c,onfluence of tradi tionaliem and Ii eeternism. 

(b) THE SUCCESS OF TRK On 
Ve have IIlIgg$sted that ' the conditions of the social upheaval 

in 'Oold Coast society of the 19408 make it largely true to say of 

b ... Nk:ruaah that "the I18.s~r arrived when the student was ready" . 
, . ' 

'At1f1' there 18 11110:1l U'uth 'in the oontention that Nkrumah me pushed to 

\118 \reek 14th the U'1JOa 1ty people lilIB DlIIe~. DZ8W1l, Koti B8aJco. 

JI 
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x ..... CJM4euJl aal SU:1 8oheGk. t But althD\I4IIllJlawDah Jlight have 

ridd_ on the wbp of populal' 41soontent, that does DOt detract from 

hi. JOl1t1aa1 1D&'8rm1t,-J for polltical. iDgelluity, in thi8 particular 

respect, ~D&i8t. pioeob.~ in the ab111t7 to isolate interest groups 

&lid u .. thea to a4vantap. 

l1ntil Ikramah beCIIIU the .ecretar;y of the 'O'(JCC he Ya8 virtually 

WIImo1rn 1n the (J014 C .. t. except perhaps as the "Special COreBBpoDdent 

of the African PreSII Acency, LOMon", in lfhich capacity he IIII1de 

ooca810_1 appearan08's in the local press . 'lh1.s meant that unlike 

Dauquah, wbose lone' aallocia tion with the nationalist movement had 

8uoaa\ere4 and tettered hia with the old methodology of aationallst 

agltation, lIk::rumah, the ne. 118ft, wall thereby tree to break !leW ground. 

In ~b1. rin he toulld the appllcation of IIsthods of bsa mobilization 

.,8ry UAtul ill rall;ri.Dg the people for poll tical action. the old-school 

aational1.ts pre ellttst:. fn'B!l ar1stoaratio., in outlook, but they were 

110 1apu1albt stooges. lIre1ther would it be meaningful to account for 

ll'kI'aaht • 811008 •• in te1'll. (If hill being *n1nh1bi ted by value cOll!!li tments. 

,he appeal and ~oe88 of the on. aa apinst the UGCC. 1&7 I!lore in 1ts 

JOpali-. 1a 1t. cCIIIlplete M,etl'l1st of the sinDerit7 of Britain to effect 

tho •• 0haII&'e ..... d neoealJ817. aacl in i1;s organj.zational methods, rather 

\baa 1a ~he oonteDta of i is 4aIaIMla. 

t., aeorse 8l'aD.t 111114 about~, "Il'8gret that 1Ir. Nbuah .aa 
fol'Clll tl7011.riiaAD .~. to 1"H1gJt' " (lWsk Iltho. Augu8t 17. 1949. 
p,. t). 'rhose 81_em8 were both 1d. thiu and outside the leadership 
ot the u;oa. 
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fhr<m«hout the history of C\ld O~8t na'tionalis axternal 

1Dt1ueaoes haTe ~e8JI. at work, and a lthOtlsn they do not form our basic 

OClDO~1'1l in this stUdy we IW,st write briefly abOtlt thea, Usuall:1~ it 

i. aeent by external intluellCes those that operate frC1l11 outside 

tbe countl'T. Ho"eyer,,,e shall incl\lde among them here those 

influences Ifhich operated i'1'CIIll wi thin the Gold Coast itself' but which 

were not indigenous. in ~ 

The tint body of such influences may be grouped under the 

hea4. ' western educaiion'. This gaTe to the nationalists the English 

laDguage aa a cOIIIlon transtribal. llediua at cOSliunication, which in 

turn aade poeeillie the English-language press as a suitable vebicla 

ot nat10DlLliBt id.... Western educaticm also introduced the nationalists 

without represe~tat10n~. which concepts they then threw back in the faces 

of oolon;ial o1'fio;1&la. Again, Western education produced what has been 

called the Afrioan mid4le class, composed mainly of the intelligentsia and 

1 
the IlerohantB, who fonted the ~ackbone of the new national1S111. 

We may alsO mention UDier this broad head the CODling of cash 

NonO..,. w .... labO~i c_eroe aDd commercial mining, Introduced into 
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• pnUad.nanUy .u1>a1etenoe (tarming) aoo!lOlll,Y. thee. new activities 

"J"NllW the bec1mi.inga of the 1Il0Yelll9ut 1'1'0lIl that eoon.onr;y to a IIlODeY 

eooDOll,Y'. troa a rw.oal to aD. urban ( iIldlletr1.al) e conollY. This prooess has 

been aooompe.n1ecl b7 large scale mO'Tements 01' people trOtll the rural areas 

iat o the tow, followed by the(Ormatton of nolll-tribal assooiations like 

the TUO. baNcl largely on economio interests, and these haTe acoelerated 

the epread ot nat1onali8111 during periods ot socio-eoonomic hardships, 

like the World Yu II dll3's. 

The •• ooDd body ot 1~luence. hall oome in the form of a ' baole 

to Atrica' ideologioal inspiration tram what th<l native press preferred 
. : 1 

to call ' tbl enl.ed AMed' in America anti the Wost Indies. We have already 

DOted the influence of Blyden on nationalists lika Casely Hayford. Harcu.s 

Garv87' s ideas dominated the West Africa of the 19208, and his paper, the 

BellO W0rJ4. i. known to haTe been widely read and discussed by West 

Atricaa na~oJlali.lIs. In an SWill m.ore concrete way Du Bois made an impact 

on th8 na1l10na11e1le through the pan-African moveme nt, lJkrumah haTing been 

aD. aotive participant in the 1945 llallOhe.ter Conference, And before 

he fll11lllF o_e dOlm ~o Ghana in 1959 George PadJDore had been writing 

to the pZ'8ee Id.ace the t930e expounding ideas about sooi al1a. 

t. 8 ...... S.hepperson, -Irote. on legro Aaerican Infl1lences on the 
Ia .. geaoe of Af'J'ioan BationaUIII" t 19U1'Ml of AWey iI1stgry. 
Vol. 1 ; lre.2. 1960, pp. 299-3t~. · .. 
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l'tnall.:y, a body ot external influences oa,me With the tvo \lorld 

1181'8, 8epeoially the Second - idons about liberty, jUf!tice, oornmon 

hUlll&nit:y, eelt-leterm1nation, etc. These ideas C!U1119 to a people who 

had been ripened far a nationalis t revoiution by a long history of 

IJIlBtul'I8d natioDAlillt agita tion and large-scale 6ocio-e-collOl!lic hardeh1ps. 

Trul7 did a oorrespoDient of the GOld, Coast Obsorver say in September, 1944: 

Lot no one make the sad mistalre to imagim tha t the 
~old Coast 10uth t0da7 listen to the B,B,C. or read trom 
the foreign !!ond local newspapers Without aedi tating 
nnoWlly upoa the 1Ia~ problems facing thea and the 
oountry. 

Mo~er, the nationalists bellGTed that their aspirations end struggle 

tor eeit-e'C"ernment nre endorsed by the Atlantic Oharter. the ON Rnd 

(4) TIE P3&SS 

Raving read this work through, the reader can only be reminded 

that the ~1l8 press has played an enviable role in the developclent 

ot Gold Coast nationalillll. for the idea of the native press as the 

ohaap1on at the peoplest interests and rights is as old as that press 

iteeltl TlU'oupout ite history, from the 18508. the native prise has 

been characterised by a strong det;emination no"t to oOllpromise the 

peoples' interests, • regardless of the frowns of Ki1'lg or Kaiser't 

It has aoted as a eheok on the t lawless propenSities of officials t 
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uOl')"1IlB abuse. and pointing out WS1'S to reform and improvement.' 

Oolomal off1oial. wOll"Z'ie4 about 1Ihat the native press said and, at 

0_ ~ 0'1: another~ sought by lecislation or emergenoy powerll to plaoe 

Um1t. Oil what it oould s~. 

A. the most llIportant single faotor for social. political and 

eoODOD1o eauoation, and as the only medium outside the Legislative 

CoWlO11 aYa1lable to the nationalists for expres.ung disapproval and 

cl1aoontent, the pre •• (thi.' todth and only estate') telt that it 

had a duty toward the progress of the oountry. Thia was the only 

juUf'ication wq the national1ats clung so tena<XI.ously to the prese, 

an estde which in those days hardly brou~t in any monetary returns 

!rca its l1.Id.ted and oiroUll8cribed oiraulation, was produced under 

WIia&1Da~le fiDanCial and technical strairus, as well as being 

charaoterl.seci by a fluctuating, eY811 eP4..aWo, and unpredictable lite 

.pan. lnoreaa.1ncly, the indig9W)U9 prese C&'D.e under the control of 

t~ pol1tiaallr-ainded DB. generation of nationalist-intellectuals, 

10 that it "_ a be •• ndous influence in preparing the Gold Ooaet 

peopl .. for a "volllUon agaj.:1st oolonialis. 

(I) m ROOTS OJ' RADICAL WIQNAliISJ 

the zoelative negleot ot the period 1930-1945 by wr1 tel'S on Gold 

1 • . b tbie it".. not alyqe fore-sighted. For e%lllltple. it crit1aised 
O1aQta .... ~e.easures; inolu.d.1ng the Takoradi harbour, 
.. ~eNl aa8. ~8aary. 
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Coaet Xlationalielll bAs'PD'1ttinrlT GllPnd.ered thB idea that apart 

hoaathe aotivi ties of the T outh Conf'9re~ce the period ns more or l ess 

a hoU.4q for na'loDILlist aotivity. It vas not. Rather it was an 

1apcrrtaut period in the history of the d8Y9lopnezrt of nationalism, a 

period during which the toUlldations of the i dea.logioal f erment and the 

patterua of conflict which burst so forcefully upon the politioal scene 

1D. the latter halt at the .l"orties began to cl."J"atallize. loloreover, it 

1s tllese 8lII9rgJ.II/) pattSl'IlS that make it llleani~ul at all to r efer to 

the event. of li or14 \far II as a catalyst, f or, after all, a catalyst 

ouly speeds up an on-going process but does not originate one itself. 

'lhue an Wldustand1ng ot tha forces and. trends shaping up during the 

psri04 throve more light on the events of the post.-War years, making 

th_ appear 1 ... BuAden than. tlley would oth )Z'Wise seem, as well a& 

Qautioning ~8t t llB tendency to oVGl"-emphaaize (and make a fetish of) 

the.oldierly element in the rise of radical nationalism. Again, if 

the IJold Ooast possessed in 1946 "an air of confidence a nd. stability' 

it was 1n 1'8~i ty a talse appearance, a make-baUef, bolstered by 

I!I1pertic1al anal7Bis and a curious logic Which colonial officials were 

. ap' .0 eaploy. FrQII a cortSti tutional point of view the Burns 

GoiIeUt11tf.o!l of '946 conoeded much to the people, Accordingly, the 

0Iii.r. appk1ided 'it &lid the old school intelligentsia did the same, 

... 1e&tit lor the time 88iD«. the ~ C~ll4lJJ.a1oll. was then r.l&chad 

Oat ·tMHI.,.th$ ClOWLtX'T lIB a whole Vas happy. This logic was as 

4aDceJlQua ae it ... eur1o'l.l.s; for the happiDellB of /.l society is a 
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·t~t1G11 ot tho ht.U.'lllODy ot ita seotional interaflt groups, and in f946 

those groups were not jU3t the chie~a and the old s ohool intelli$outsia, 

but al., the yQl.mgar inteUectuaJ.e of the press, the TlJC, tho ~x­

Serv1cemnn, tho farmare, ato. And SOJlW) of thes" might have oared little 

abou.t oonatitlltional developaent. 

10he great divide which oocurr""d in the uationallst movement in 

mid-1949 la8¥ be said to represent the end of protOooOllodern aationalist 

aotivity and the rise of modern nationalien proper. By shifting the 

locUlI rtf nationalist politics troll the Joint Provincial Council of 

Chiefs, the aV9nta subsequent to tho break led to a displacement of the 

peoples t loyalties frO!!! their traditional ethnio baeee (llh-1.oh the chiefs 

repre8Gnted) lind beo!8ll the period of re-aligmaont of the loyalties to 

a DeW, central, focal point, the party. This wae acoOJllpllnied by a 

deolina in the influence which the chief, qua chief, had tradi tiollD.lly 

wielded in politic8 at the oentre. 

(t) LE9AQIES OF PR9TO-IODERN E'ATIO~rALISM 

1'he style and temper o£ proto-modern naticnalist politics has 

!tin legacf.es1l"htch 1.m:P1nge on the style of polities toda;r. !'irat, the 

b_ Of ~esl. between tra4itional (ascribed) and s8eul.ar (aCquired) 

leCrt1aaq __ 8 the qu.eRLon ot the role WlUch chiefs should play ill 

JIOdern pOliUee .. aoot one ewn t04q. S eeondly, al\houP for SOlIe t~ 

~ ., •• d to haTe a1 te"d the elitist nature of the leadership of 
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tu natio!l&l1l1t lIIOTemel1t, th1. proved to h:3.ve been only temporary. 

Ia t he early firt1e. Nlcrum&h ueded. the masses for his poll t1oal. lea1ersJlip 

. aJ14 he uaef. them accordingly. But onoe 1n.dap~ndence had been won , and once 

hAt lI~n to feel Beoure in hie learlersh!p. he seamed. to have decided th'!. t 

the partnllT'Mip of t he 1IIIl8ses lIIT1at end. Th')s the ns.t1onal1st rlovoment 

01108 again &S8umed an e11 tist nature, fina.11y culm:l.ru:tting in ona man rlt1e. 

Thirdly, a1thou~ it Should. be no ,1uztiticaUon f or Idl.9.t Nbumah 

d1d, bearing in mind that the Gold Coast arrived at independence with lees ' 

than a decade of l ell timate oppositi on, it =y bo said that p<>rhaps 

Nkrumaht s treatment ot the opposition wae not Without pracodent or p~~Llel 

in the natioDallst h1stQl'1. For our nationalist history has never 

tolerated the contempor!Ul$ous existence ot viable rival mov·:;ments. The 

llOBliA captured the UPS . The Guggisberg Const! tution was deliberatel y 

oomtrt1oted to kill the NCBWA. The brain behind ->:he Youth T~eag<le was 

ezpe1lecl. The Youth Conference IIDIA'gslll8ted. all clubs, societies <,n.d mrl.ons; 

aD4 the tnJCC aiMd to cio the 'S8IIIe thing. If Nkrumah'e suppression was 

1111Gb lII&rG 84mtrG and hi. methods diftered, part ot the reason was tha t 

he had the cOIltrol ot the means of coercion in bis hands. Perhaps whe.t 

tie indicates is that it the concept 0'1 oppos1tion as a legi.tiDlate 

1utrmleU of danocraoy 1e to be institutionalised in Ghanaian society, 

.e (pol1ttca1) leadership 8hould comprise men li:hose belief in it :La so 

abong lUI to make tl).8111 wish consc:tOTl.sl,y to dedioate themselves to ita 

oultbatJ.on. 
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