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4.3, NOUh,Vl'rb-NllUIl COlllltruotioll1l OCO\\I' with n\1 Lho oLhor lIt.ntivo Vl'rbs. , 
E.g., 

owo h6. 
omdnMn tL'O hili. 
owo aki'r a.l:,'r. 
onni hd. 

It'll ov('r thrI'C. 
Whol'C ill tho paramount ohlof'lI houllo? 
It'll far nway. 
It. isn't hrI'C. 

nku'ra akC'd pil' ,wi ai' A·O-1IIOfu-dI1. Thero aren't lDllny big cltlOll Oil the 
Gold Coost. 

mifoi f71l'llanu. I Hvo at tho 8bol'C. 
oli bal.·d·nll IId·aH'r. 
'14 uld-abluu'd-/t' ni'ndarClll'Oli as! o. 
uld-agi'd Ii a .. ' 11. 

Ho Ii ves on tho othol' 8ido of the lako. 
18 :'our fnmily aU living? 
Is your father living? 

!lvi' ali ntj.mp6-f71tl'. 
kola IIlihll ti 

Yes, he's well. 
What does a orab (or lobster) look like? 

5.0. Active verbalsentencell are ly fllr tho commonest sentence type in FantL 
TIll',' of three kind!!, ('a('h of which uses a diITerent 8ub-olass of vorbll.18tems. 

1\ considerable amount of inten!ectioll between these elassos, however, 
:\lIm), wrbnllltems nJ'f' \1l!Cd in two or mOI'e of tho contltructions, and it is likely 
thnt nil verb.'I may be \lscd in the first constrllction, and that all used ill 
the third mllY alBo be used Ul the sl'cond. Any of these constructions mny be 
modo into a commnnd by omitting thc act.or noun nnd usinp: a verb with no 
aHixi's; lI\1ch n construction is Tare in thl' fil'l'1t t,ypc, however, nnd perhll.ps never 
occurs "ith \'erbs that. urI' not ill the othrr two constructiolls. 

5.1, Actor-Action conRtrul'tions are formed by n noun and a verb alone. 
;\tany of the verbs lIsed in this construction arc tml18lnted into English by 
"get" or "become" plus nIl ndjecth'c in the prCRcnt, and by "be" plus an adjective 
in the p<'rfect. It is to remember, however, that these l\1'e not 
verbs in Fanti, cwo though thcy nre tmns\ated by slative constructions in 
English. E.g., 

mcu1ftl lid. 
odt ds4. 
akulu' ·nu 17lMrl. 
bll.rum·nu 
a1O('·mtl'rimu'nd. 
tLl(Jdjon, 
ablr or alItr eiben. 
wcu1bln mao 
MIl'dwlw. 
odi'bdn dbl.n. 
kllr In dkd. 
o,ihl'm. 
lteU'·nu ri/lll'r. 
Mu'·nu rihuh1i.'r. 
md-ant' dhbn. 

I'm tired. 
H's cvening. 
Thc orangc ilm't ripe. 
The moon out. 
It's getting cloudy. 
He's gotten thin. 
Time's up. 
He's very clever. 
The water has dried up. 
The food is done. 
There's only one left. 
He's trembling. (as from a chill). 
The water is simml'ring. (at the boiUng point.) 
The wnter ill boillng. (violently.) 
I'm sleepy. 

HYN'rAX 

"".,..11 tUtu'. 
CI1Df -mtl' ani' tU*w. 
m(-1Qt" d/l/r. 
ttlGdltm-. 

It'll IJw"fH'd rlain'''''' 
'l'hl1 Ilk)" hUll cleared up, 
live (or8(Jt.t.cn. 
Ws bcf!1l a Ifln" time. 

6.2. AotorIAction'Oc)a\ conlltnlCtil/lJlI am (urmr:rJ hy the U'Iucn 

Verb.Noun. Many o( tho vort", ullcd i" the At:t{Jr-Acti(Jn CiJfII!tru 

do not ocour In this oonstructioll, but .some /Jf t.twm d(/, 

orikdld /ant.£. 
ibM ad·f.. 

mirikir6w kurddt4. 
mirikt> gu' 6-m11'. 
mirihwiltw6 adi'b/1n. 

cdi'bdn. 
n.o.d/u' a. 

m.a 1Idnkwi' a nlad/I/ e. 
m.adli w1i..nkd. 
orUnlr nu...!Jd. 

... miribt> m.f...m6di". 
llfuramd db(}·nu. 
m.f...Wr 1)d4·mi. (01' m{-ti',. pd4.) 
mirtkwc7HlIU. 
mad.ni'd muhu. 
1Iladbo !.-d. 
mirilll'm-uhil. 
worikd8d ib;'n acl-/. M. 
woriHI. adi M. 
m.f...kird dil' 1IId-uk{,'r. 
oku'rd-mi. 

mbid mbid ahurU obi' 414. 
du' a 7rf.' 6.0 wA' a-nu. 

11 dell' n/i aclU' awokwi. 
obddi' allu'm. 
wadb(} du' abi.' en. 
wadbo (nn611) clu'. 
na dtn. 
(na u/mm) worlytl 
11a ibcll abir 1111 w6tu gl4' 6-mtl'. 

He's fa.ntL 
Wha.t arf! yr.'U doing' 
J'm writin" a. letter. 
I'm goin, to the market place. 
t want IIomething to eat. 
foItw'II doing tbe cooking. 
Do you like palm wine? 
Let'" kill 11 bottle 0( pr.1m wine, O.K.? 
I've heard a lot about you. 
lIe'II Whipping bis ehild. 
I'm doing my best. 
11e "LUI,.. (over}· 
I hllve 11 headache. 
J'm waiting (or you. 
I've gotten rich. 
I've incurred debt. 
I'm drying myself. 
What are they talking about? 
What are they fighting Ilbout.? 
I WOll lucky. 
I'm bolding it. 
I've lived in three ditTerf'nt placcl. 
Thill tree il jUllt like that one, 
My brother III eipt.een. 
He will be t.he ftftb. 
WI twelve o'clock. 
It's ten o'dock. 
\Vb,,\. did he do? or Ilow did he do (it)? 
What Ilrt' yOll doing? 
When duel the market dOH? 

5.3. Aotor-Action-Rccipieot constructions cOl\llilt. or a Noun-\"erl>-N 
sequenoe with a p&rt.inlly ditTerent ,rOllp of ver"; this e,'nltnldion may be 
followed by lUI ndjectlve wit.h certain verba, or by a 1[<*1 noun with othe-, 
Tho added .. djeot.lve II rare. E.,., 

It Man)' \.erma ror OIleur In Lhl. eona'rueLlon, but MY"'" olMn occur;a. 
wHh ,U. The or dllOftH8 IHm to b"YI! no,IlI"& let \ht 

.trucLlollI Llle 0111)' del4!rmlllaUon I. lule"l. For ..,me, both «C1If; • •• •• 
0lII6 dt.nu. or 01116 dbb.llu. 'U. bal II cold'. iW", cU·.i. 'I'.' -_. 
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tllo·7IIi ~vi' k.,'r. 
mad/ltv dll, "'4·1/I~ daolllba. 

k-ir~'I11\ k"WdIl.llt •• 
wdna .titlld·wu hd. 
mimund-nu amlmGtlltind., 110 a"""I(I,,~und·n" 

dd ",{I/Illtad-nu A'61o() trumd I~u-mt~'. 

Olvo;no olle or UIClIO. 
1 'yO reduced tho plica j IIvo mo 

tupponoo. 
Show Ino Lho way. 
Who BenL you bore? 
111oll~ him 1\ wI\t.ermololJ, but Lho 

watermolon lllOIlL him loll In 
a hole. (n dtiib6ral4 tOnq1lt-

twi~lor.) 
obi'$dd·mi md-Mu'a-ddi h11nMm. He I\IIked me about my IILudiOl. 
mik-(r~nu kurddtd lintinMB. r wrote him a long lottor. 
m(-yd-mu' IIc-mi ¢d. My IlLomach 1l0hOll. 
wofttr&-wU dbl. What do they 0411 you? 
mitu'd·n" kd. , lowe him a debt. 
ob6o.mi lnUa. . He gavc me a loan. 
lIeb6c)..nu p{rtl'. . '. We surpnsl:!d him. 
orik6bo nu-ddn hwi'r6. He',. goiug to whiLewl\llh hill hoWle. 

6. Any of the above constructions preC'oJed by d~~ 'that, in order that' may 
follow most if not all of the srune constructions. In lIomo CBIIe8 the aegment 
beginning with d~e is syntactically equivalent to a noun after the verbj in othol'li 
it is added to the compJete construction,. Some of the verb!! that precede have 
their usual meaning, and the translation is perfectly natuml i in other C38eA1, the 
verbs that precede have special meaning!! in this collocation, the m08t notable 
of which is OlD(} dU 'it isuecessa.ry that'. With the following illustratioD8, a key 

.... ,. , < . is given to the construction preceding ~~, by refereoce to t.he above sections; 
t .-<. the cases in which the segmeot beginning witb d~ is substituted for a noun are 

~ l oot further marked, while those in which the full construction precedes d&~ arc 
marked ~itb an aBterisk aJter the reference. 

(4.1.) ovi'& dee m"ibd. 
'4.2) 0Ui0 dU mik6. 

na 0Ui0 ~c (gi'd awdr tod.-Il!rruu'd­
mil' a. 

onn{ d~e mik6, na mbu' 6m mib6ko­
arQ BU. 

oti dee mi-nu' Q. 

id4n yf' ii d~e M/i' lIU-ddn, na n1l6 
nU-di tn' d. 

aku«t·nu blbif iki.'na !in cUll rna 
1ba4b1f fula ¢' . . 

min('m (W 6beJJ/l. 
(4,2*) '1nWkl a1~i'da-du d~~ 6btba. 
(5.1-) migwln dte 6beba. 

mittt'r6 d6~ onni 'nti ali nkb. 

It's O.K. that he's Goming. 
1 have to g\). 
Do you huvo to marry in your 

own clnu? 
1 don't have to go, but I'm 

certa.inty going anyway. 
IIe looks like my brother. 
'this bOUbC lookli like Koti's, but 

it isn't. Ws. 
The oranges will be riper tvUlorrow 

than they aro todAy. 
I IulOW bo'll come. 
I hope be'll come. 
I tblnk ho'll come. 
I'm Mrald bo won't livo mUGh 

longer. 

(6.~) 

aIrlr-ntJ, mikdtl dl~ 6uHi /lv, 

f.116l6 dl~ f.116v1 adth6n, 
17'11 d41 'num nlM/u' 4, 

YHTAX 

"'ipc lIIad/"',' na mtwpl1 tU~ 11IiJJ 

winet 
l'eI likfl ~OIr.e palm 

dlm't VI.n.t ti, 
i,

ltl 
d"~ in,{...",t k6 (l. J)I) you want t(J go with to 

mill6p~ d6~ mU,,,bf' 114 lA'o. 1('11) want w tome ber, 
(Some of till' ilJUlltrntiona under 6.'- rJl11Y alau be ctamfJed 

(6.2-) (lblmi'd ahum-M (m 6bohfl·1IJIi. lIe'U be gJlIIJ t 
OII~gi'd n4-(.mt' d{;l: 6boMl-fJ)U. He'll be glad t.o~e you. 
mjJl'~ md-aqw!n (ftC mU:6 fIde. I made up my mind 
mila-nil dtll oUlbtl. I aiIIumc tbAt M'll 
na cWurob6 w6·s1' .m' <!1C1IIJ .,,!,ft'r. Bow do pineapple! gtO'llV. 

ohU-nu dtA "111/1'. He forced him to do it. 

I 

.y. 

oh6e ari cia 6rU(/ amirekd. lIll began to run. 
mi-tJ1U.'rc!tumtl.11Ii IUd mU,olo pd4nu. :My ~t.er BCOt. me here to buy 

bread. 
(5.a) okdit J:M.mi d6~ 17limbura ht,l, 11«- told me to come here. 

k{). ktr~-n1l dU wJ...agi'd amM. Tell him b:'/ather did,,'&, tom". 
ok{r~-mi cLtc m{nko Ii' e. He wrote me tbaH should go bome. 

(5.at) 6y~11Ii 1/d4 dM waambd. I'm lOrry he clidnft tom~. 

7.0. Ono of the mOISt cbaft.6terill1.ic tenturea of Fant.i syntax; and there!, 
deaerviJlg of detailed tr~n.tmont, ii the use 1)( seriee of "erba eaebol which oeeurt 
in one of the abo\'c conatructione. In lIucb eeries, tbe ~eoDd verb usually, but. 
not alway8, i8 not preceded by a nOUDor proooun; tbe firiJt noun of Ute 1eD1eDee 
UlIually eervell aJ tho subject or actor fot the aeriea. Series of two verb. are tbe­
mOlt common, but longer aeriet! occur with coDlliderable freedom. 'MOlt if not 
:lU combiMtions of Lho tws of cOD81 ruction ti8u-d abo\'c occur .. either toe~ 
in thetlO sorie8. Ono member or 80me of the aeriC!l il naed only in such a ieria, 
not as an independent verb. The followiDK Rnalyaie i. perba~ mote dewk-d 
than nOC(~lSllry, but for convenience lome types art! liat(od teplltatt'Jy ~. 
of their common occurrence. TbCl'e seritll form the btoat iUUltratiOM of many 
tho vorbal tUliXCll. III the illulltmtions, cncb verb in the .eriell it pr«OOed by 
mark 0 for <!tUIier ref"ronco; the mark precedelllUl initial pronwD if one 0CCUJ1'. 

7.1. M,UlY au~;"e verbs occur in 8eriea f",ely; tbe leriea exp~ c~v 
(Lotions. Tho most cumin on {JxprcJIiololUlof trul typa WIt' the verbs of roo\ian. 
fl' ... ko 'ootne from .•. go to', vi' .•. bo 'cume out of', etc. ~., 

.wo~~'-nn °/tl' ji'd'fli-nu. Thljy relm",cd him from pri.on. 
o'mi/W ,,'ka-mWu ·boa hd. I (!Ame bero from tbe 0(11<1 Couto 
tdu' a.nu dd 6bllll'-n(, ·ohtril ·okilt'.o Tbe t.ree tbllt. broke feU on him aod Id 

nu. blm, 
'ob60 n,(jh11 ",Udin ·oll~~·n" vi'U. He did very well in hit Iltkmpia. 
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-"";1. ·,nadllnd U'O hd. 
·""nc,&«wl °pcfd flu-ddn M. 
oki-,.u ·6kwi'd Olin hirwldn. 
onn"", kwdn del °dbcW' du 

1 ollJoyed etnyinl hore. 
1 wl~lkod puaL rlll houlo. 
Tho river flowl by our houlo. 
He dooan'~ know aD)' WilY to lOt to 'J'akoradl. 

-dboko tdkdrad" 
-•• -mdcl-",'. ~ Ho dltllt (01' lIe made it) lor mo. 
-6tm- -mo-"". Ho pmys for mo. r -mw"4 p6r\ d~' -'/lidi ot6 ad1'bdn. I Ileed £10 to buy lootl. 

(In tbiI CIII8 the aeoond element is itaelt n. soriea, soo 7.6 below.) 
nG ibM abir. '1CI1D6toi'G ,u'd di', When do t.hoy 01010 the markot? 

(Here di' is a noun~ verbal stem with high tone, not a verb.) 

7.~. Some aeries have ko 'ao' as the til'll. verb, with the seoond having the 
prefix ko-, or ba 'come' as the first "erb, with the seoond having the prefix boo, 
These lleriee replace aom(J 01 the lor11ll or the verb with whioh these prefix. do 
not occur. 

rna °lllnko °Melind tM'n-nu nd-Gf{. 
nc °ilrflri h6 °killd cUrl. 
nG °inkd h6 °akille dm. 
°mikuri h6 °k~ h6 dd Mr. 
°oboa hd °b6tod ndibnba. 
O,,"'boo hd "b6auai' 

'::.-..!:M _!.:' 

Let's go sit in the shade. 
What did you go there to do? 
What ru-e you going there to do? 
1 went there and stayed lor a day. 
He came hero to do some buying. 
l came here to do some studying. 

~ 7~. Se~es with ~h~ second verb h&Yi~g t~e co.nseou~ive prefix a- n.re quite 
common; in fact, this 1.5 the only constructIon In which this prefix ocours. 

.. °minn( hwii °maakct. I don't have anything to say. 
°mirindnilw °alto nu-f~'e. I'm walking to his house. 
°mib6ko "maak6bur. I'm going to go swimming. 
°miriJcOhur °maahci'a oJd..nu. I'm going to swim o.cr088 the river. 
"mirlkd M ki'na: °maaltetuid h6 dd kllr. I'm going there tomorrow to stay for a 

dny. 
~,"'X -rtUpe akutu' ohd °maat6. I want to buy a hundred Oro.ngc8. 

7.4, Serie! co1ll!isting of an active and a at.ative verb occur, in which case the 
~tive verbs is most. commonly wo 'be loca.ted at', expressing tbe location at 
which the action takee place. 

°miM'd,.nu 011)0 n~-nu'a nfv.jf.'e. I met him at hill brother's house. 
°1DGton adi'bdn /,t'ara °wo h6. They 8elll111 kinds of food there. 
atind-rrnl' °n1/~ din °100 8i'ka-mbf.u duo Living ill cheap on the Gold COMt. 
°tnilll~ agw6'1/W °wo nkira'l\.. I workeu in Accro., 
M igwin dA~ ~ob6kwi'cl,.mu' ~'llJo hd a. Do yuu think he'll plll$8 by here? 
'lid cipllra °100 hin. Whore did you hurt yourselI? 
heiJ °llill' kUr cwo blrlbt'ara /110" We agree about evcI'ybhlng. 

1.5, The verb lu' #i 'to be able' oeours (rcquchtlly as the fil'llt mo~ber 01 a llerlee. 
ConstrtlctiotUl with n~11~ 'to know (how to)' lteeM sitnllar 1'0 Bomo reepootIJ, but a 
verbal 8tem atter ni'1h always h&8 nomina.lllling tono and 11.1 therefore ~ noun, 

j' 

YIfTAX 

,"' 0il1l1lu'm /Juri' mp1JnrtV 0(/,' /JJk6rtMU 
-alt6 n/drun u. 

1tuHut' .'6 °lli th °1/6. 
°worlt~' m J,.t-Ium -"116 h",U. 
or. on(' tn tUtdn Itw 11'11. 

nG (vi' °wod( °vc ibm adi. 
°midi md-Gn('wa obi/tTl 1/£' -111'1,,1'. 
°wodi In",' oft' drtUa -btl hd. 

It> °idi lei' eUk' oft' l4ittn'adt -rikd nkiran 
;, °iJrwi'cl.nnt °wo lakvld, lrurntUui, 
ani'nd-ali, a1l8,1 na wu'r nkiran. 

Wha~ dOd ane do with thi5? 
1 IIaw i~ with my own two cy, 
They briD~ COjiI here from 

(Nigl!ria), 
If you take a train from Tak 

Accra, you pall through TI 
l{umali, and Enyinali ber, 
g~t w Acera, 

00di n/onfn o~cln bdn-ntt niAhu. He'i hung a picture on the wall, 
0midi aktdi °kbnud mf-niank11. I took a pre!Cnt to my friend. 
ddlir-nu °di adikilriri .[(jt} mt-ndn duo The doctor put a bandagt! 00 myr, 
o/a i"u'4-,.u °JMi' pun--nu nlvnktn, Put the chair at the table, 
0fa n"U'-nu °J6k1l' kwGntd-nu no{j..mll'. Put the water in tbe pot. 
o/a 0tuu hd.. Put it here. 
°wa.d/d ntihfl °ddl', He's frec. 
°fa d~"u Lutl. dbUu-nu n~', Padlock the door. 
0minni ntu'''~ °njd °mbd. 1 can't bring it. 

&0 
kwa, 
you 

7.7. 'rhe verb kcr 'to be 8 lonl time' ace"l11 commonly ILl tb 
serics; it also aeoUI1l alone, but leIII frequently, 

and verb in a 

00li1W hd. °kb-1. He stayed here a long time. 
°olrori °dker. oJ He went a long time ago. 
0mibUrl °dk~r ma. It's beon a loop; time !linee l\'c *0 tlwim 
na n"U'-nu °tuatJId °ciKh- a. HI\!! it been mining long? 
°millll~ nl(hJl °nA.'1JJm °nktr. I can't wnit noy ltJO~r. 

7.8. The verb form klplm 'go up to, until' ill \llt'd only lUI th 
In Q lIerice. 
°mika.del 1u11UlI °k~m ubir dd midi' nj( GlooM 

7,g. 'I'he vorb-noun dpd hit 'hAl pnII4ld' I. Utled only .. ,he ft'C 

BOriCII, of bimo only. 

°1JJ(U{bd 1lllon-e.i'd °dpd M mini'. 00"'0111. It', ('>3:0. 

" 
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7.10. The- \'l'I'h {Ol'lll b/y(' 'will bl" ill \11.10(\ wit.1t \.h(' I1l1'11l1ing 'nbollL, npproxi· 
, ' 

matclyJ liS tht' !lccollll t'\('II\('nt of 1\ "('I'INI, 

°wadA'o °bty(l dapln. lie's IIl'Cll gOlle l\bOIlL II \\'('l'k, 
°1L'(ldd~' lI!f °116y(l (ldti', lIo's l\bo\lt tNl, 

7.11. The ycrb·noull da /Ia is uscd in t.hl' moaning 'still' liS Lho first oloml'nt 
of 1\ series. 

°mwa lid °ko h6 ddbaa. I still go therc oIton. 
°mitL'<I ak1'l'~ba baasci °tt'Oda hI1 °li an. I have t.llI'('e sistrril still living. 
114 ae iH'nn coda 1I-t1 °lle·mt ydd M'o a, II it still gives me pn.in tomorrow, I'll 

°mibclkd °1llaakclhii' ddl{r M' o. go see the doctor ngtUn. 

7.12. The verbs kill and 8;'n 'surpass' arc used M tho second element of a 
series in the meaning 'than'. 

mi.hi'i °ye din o.Hrl·nu. I'm stronger thl\n he is. 

7.13. A few series of verbs e.re compooed of elements so commonly ul!6d 
together, a.nd not. often with other syntactic clementa separating them, that they 
at least have the status of separate lexic.al elements. 

°kil °kir~-Ilu. Tell him. 
mill1l\ 06em M'ara dd °mfbektt °aA-ir~·ml. 1 don't have anything to tell him. 
°okdd \CuM 06em ni'ndara °Hre-mi. He told me all about y~u. 
Ohm °kin. Throw it 1l.W!\y. 
o/u" kurdGld-nu Ok-in. Throw thE! paper Il.way. 
°mingi'~ °ndf. I don't believe it. 
°ao °hwe. Taste it (to see if it's allright). 
°ori&o °ahw~ Be nA-wdn dbln a. She's tasting to Bee if the soup is done. 
°orfso nktDdn °ahw~. She's tn.~ting the soup. 

8.0. Adverbs and temporal noun expressions, along \\;th a few other conatruo­
tions, lire added to the above constructions initially or filially as described below. 

8.1. 1'rue adverbs are of two kinds j the first ~lI'e used after any word for 
emphasis. E.g., 

nu-btl ye dtn dt'Jd'll. 
naU' dud'll wo-mu'. 
mipe-nu dudtl. 
at min·f ad adagir mpt:' 6 a, nke minnt nye. 

It's too expplll!ive. 
Therp's too mueh water in it. 
I like it vcry much. 
Even if I had bad the ch!lnce, I 

wouldn't \lAve dOl)«! it. 
ondH' nft du,' mpu'6. lIe's not even ten years old. 
On!L mpu'6 ({j,'th yeo Even he Gall do it. 

8.2. Other adverbs, a.long with a. few adjectives and noun conatructioDs, 
occur a.fter a. verbal construction. Final nomiD!~1 cOllstl'Uctions included in the 
sections below a.re not included here. 

6se·nu kurcta. 
cmll~ din k-uraa. 

It's Just like him. 
It isn't hard at aLI. 

HYN'fA 

1n11J(J.tDU I.-lw, IIi tift /A.',), PI'!! 
mim~1nk6 h6 Itt' 6. 
onv6-ml 7Jdd W,i. 
na adkd tll!uro·k!'r da. 
1111ld.kd Ii6 ddiJaa, 
fIIb6yi'd-1W,£ o(Ji'dll bd nldtltlJra, 
irikd8rl nltim fl-udtl., 
kdllil bokoo. 
miy6~ aywU'ma r1-fmdintw.in, 
ycllU-nu ahunibd tJgur-d-f..'-mu. 
miM'd-nu awir~-!i'r-mti' wo akwd.n-ntt nu.d~, 

ndnliw 1/i' e t. 
w6,lda 1/i'~ 6. Goodnight (to att('Tal pa-

8.13. TCOlpornl noun cOnlltructionfl are ulled initially or finally to indicate t 
point of time ut which un action OCCUl1l. For the initial constructioo, com 

also 9.1 below. 

no idka Jii e Muti' aura u. 
irihwihtuc adUlt' aia8i' aura a. 
8fa8i'aaru sU ku'1'6-1It' d.ye purornpurom. 
8'1a.8i' aara minni 11V~ WnW' ara. or m1'nn~ nll~ 

Wnbi' ara 8Uui' aara, 
mt'b6Ml -1J)1.I, kt'na. 
mib6M.'·U/U gw{ula. 
1/eribadid!' nncm·a8i'd. 
mikir&w-ntl dapen bi'ara. or dapen /n'ara 

mikir{:w-nu. 
mib6po d~e m!betind. hd. dd In', 
md.-agi'd na m{-nd wobaa hd aMr-nu. 

m1'p60 tIde 6bd daptn dd dba sln·nu nu.mu'. 
ycbaa hd tlf! cnu'm dd dba rin ¢'. or 1Jcbaa 

hd 11ft cnu'm dd ak'Wi'd·m1" 11£'· 
nki' eltk6'lIu 6£1,' nn6n abi' Crl. 
J.71iiJciJa lid Jd,'tiO anapd nn6n d</ 

oye hiw ?Ie/r. 01' tide oye Iliw. 
1'tde sU oye hitv. 
dapl'n c1d·71t1171i/,·6I1CC luf.. 
c/ rJ1J1m del (SI'ibd·ntl mirtk 0 pu. 
Me c/u. mi/(ol-j, h6. or miA-uri 116 t'tdc cia. 
(aMr dd) tIIiji-l' J~'NI1' ntu"'11i oilU ""t d#~ 

6r'it6. 
obir M' ara mi/.·or-i M·1IU, mihtml' ·nt/. 

Are you going bome soon? 
Do you want to eat right. now? 
Now too the country is pr~peroue, 
I'm Dot doing anytbin, right nOW-

1 '11 see you tomorrow, 
l'lIl1ee you )londay. 
We'll eat at six, 
1 write bim every weelt. 

.! •. {, 
I want to Ih'c here some day. 
My (ather and mother were bere 

thl'll. 
I wlUlted bim to come wt wtek. 
We cnme here fivp yeat1l uO. 

Thc t min lell\'cl! At two. 
I'll be here tomorrow 

nl ten. 
I VII hot loOny. 
It'll hot ngain ttXt'\y. 
1 wcnl- hUlltin~ L'L4~ WCf'k. 
I'm ItOlng r~hinlt Dl'Xt. ",·cd •. 
I W(,lIt thl'~ ~It('nby. 
Just n. I lfO{t· the hOUlf' it IltA 

to mill. 
F.vl'ry timl' t w('nl- tMn! 1 ,1\W hi 
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aMr del mWud kd4 k'lIrddleJ-nu , nI,"~'-m,i f 8t.nrklu n8 8tlOn l\I! 1 got tho 
nUmoro. loster. 

trrigwln a.a i!i'M birlbi'areJ lIqa viiI'. t think It'll bo aU bl1~ter tomorrow. 

8.4. Tempural expl'e88ions are used after ~ ,ler001 oonHtrllobion to indicate the 
duration of time; a point of time expl'C88ion may follow theln. 

~ igu'd-n" n~-d1l n/C pi,". He rull'd for lUlLny YOIlI'!!. 

mWtlnd ,1kj'el6k'-nu nu-""l'"doM1J,v I'll bo on the troin for four bOU1'8. 
candn. 

... agwti'. ndoMtDCr G1DOktof ddboo. 
otfnd ltd hritll obt'da4, 
tniuU ~'tnO' WO I~ nft GaU' 00. 
mibch.ln (VIO~Itd) cion1ttoCr kVr. ""," 
nri' -n" tOadtd ncion1ttDCr abf' en. 
minddd racid oM'm. 

I work eight hourtl a day • 
He stayed horo three months. 
I worked in Aoora for IJeven years. 
I'n \V~t one hour. 
It's been mining for two hOUri. 
1 baven~t slept for two days. 

8.5 .. Similar notiD constructions expl'Mling the extent or amount of something 
other than 'temporally occur in the same position. 

micti-n" led p6~ dli'. 
miAtl1iInN pddn~ aimpVa bi' Md. 
Me mikll h6 mpha obi'd8d aft bt' ara. or 

take mike) h6 ali bt' (Ua mpen obi'd.old. 
mibchm kakul'4. 
toadbtl ari kakurci a. 

lowe him ten pounds. 
r want nine pence worth of bread. 
r used to go there three times a yea.r. 

I'll wait a little. 
Has it calmed down a little? 

9.0. C~njunctive constructions are the immeclinte constituenta of segmenta 
occurring between two full st~ps, or, at the other extreme of syntactic levels, 
COMructiOIl8 which may be substituted for a single element. Most of the 
fOrn1er may be and s.l1 of the latter are introduced by conjunctions. Assuming 
t.hat any of"the constructions described above may be used WI a complete utter­
ance or an immecliate constituent of such lID utterance, this section will be con­
fined to constructions which occUr with the above; most of these a.re bound 
tonstructioll8. 

9.1. A 8UBpended COOlluet\£ is an initial construction, followed by pause or 
only by a break, which antir.lpatcs one of the elements of the following construc­
tion, replaces such an elelTlimt, or is entirely indepenuent of the construction. 
Such suspended commen~ may include initial temporal nOUll constructions 
expressing point of time, which may also occur finally i these 110. vc been discussed 
and illustrated in !t3 above, and will not be furt.her elucidated here, except to 
!8.y thAt they are of the type which· replaces IJ. later clement. The element 
e.nticlpated ill usually the Bubject or actor, occasionally the object 01' goal. 
independent elementa include bound pbJ'f\8es such Ill! anhwt (j. 'perhaps', 6to fa 
W a 'sometimes', and verbal (!onstructioM followed by flti l

, givJng the reMon 
fot wha.t toilows. Nouns in this coostruct-ion may be preceded by the oonju'llc­
ti()o M. 

Ild abdatan-nu" tnI)/) cUe w6Uci ~/d.t/r ddn·oo n.u.m1l1 nmon-ctWoltwt, 
The parenta lire expected tb be at the school hO\1Jje at eight o'clbok. 

HYN'fA 

na t/(IM 1ft', fD(J-d~ m wt1na. Wt.;dl of tt.elK: haUl I 

qfu'MU1ktJAt,u 1M', wodi at/£wd nu wotl£1/t, M 
Some coffiDlJ are made (A bralllJ, uthetfl of Wi, 

wtt-cubm-ara dd irikd 1ft' n.i'ruUtra, mUl, nil m;,,/ Inn mifll"-t 
I hoar ,.U you'ro saying, but I don't, underlJtand y 

nktiro-/(I. gt' h6Mnburt1, mi.nti ut.. or mint! nku'ro-fU vi' h!nJ-.mJ/UTd 
I don 't underttand the CUlJtOml of th~ people. 

anhw4 a, mib6ko. Perha.ps I'll fl.". 
anh:W4 a, ~' b6t6. It may raiu. 
nku,'ro-/(I. pii' wo h6-nu,fui', mil:ori /t'f!. 

There were a lot of people th('re, 80 1 went hom 
Me cia n41i.' t6lflii' , milin4/{' r. Y Cl!terday it Wall raining/so I stayed b 

The frequent cuc .. of VI.:rbIJ with pronoun,s after the nominalllubied ur 
belong ellllCntially in this lIarne construction. 

9.2. Another type of suspended comment is an initial nominal cClnStructf 
followed by M. This taM already heen alluded to in .) discuaion of interr 
in 2.2 above. It ill the common COD8truction lor interrogatives wlJich T 

any nominal elprncnt in the (ollowing cOIUltruction, including temporal 
tions, and it is sometimee used in antidpation of the flubject ur objed. 
latter case, the whole construction btu! the (orce of " . .. it is tb!lt. . " 

imi nkutu,1IOo na miwo h6. I Wall the only one tbere. 
md.-tJgi'd, na 6bat It waa my [atber who came. 
birl.bi'ara n'Y~nu,. k6m na odi-nu. There's nothing wrong with him; be's j 

hungry. 
(bMi. 00£ na (bC1l~ awf .mu'-(n'r-nu. 'Ylhat are you going to do this eVening? 

See also 2.2 above for furthor ca8el! of interrogativee. It is very p<aibJe tha 
the conjunction na in these constructiOllJ! is morphemically aud hi,LorjcalJy 
lnal at o.ll, but the demonstrative suffix l-n1f1 pillS the relative conjunction 
Iddl j there ill no phonemic inclication o( this, however. There is al80 one 
syntaotic objeotion to this analymsj aU of these constructions would t.hen be 
nominal sentence types, the immediate constituents being the initial nOtm plus 
I-nul and the rest of the utter&11ce beginning with Iddl· Such a !'enteD~ type, 
however, bl\! no parallel (eee 3 above). 

0.3. The conjunction na is used to introduce a coordinate construction. 1~ 
use betweell nOliDS and betwecn adjertivrt' hns alrt-ndy Ix>en noled, as weD 
ita USe at t.he beginning of quelltions IUld brforc or uftl'T n .u"VCnded t'Om~., 
Ita menning as 1\ c!aulje·coordillntor ill 'nnd tllt-n' or 'but.'. The conjuneti 
na ,hbu,I 61,1 'but even, but, yet' may be ~roup<'d with it. hecaulltl itl! ttsc bI 'UW! 
Sllolne; the combination tla ~l~ 'nnd nlso' 11180 O{·('II\"1I . 

aina clurUba-nu na pam tfy,-nt" Thrt·"d n nl'Nll1 /\I,d mend \~ doth. 
mipc d~d mi1uaf na miba M b-L'o. 1 w""t. til J{et married anei tome back 

m1pe dU m{{imt Obl/To-H'r, '1Ia mipr 
ob-Lbit-i' -1711l tilla "in Qml. 

her". 
likfl to li,·c abroad. but J 

living in Afrkn. 
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min(.tllU b6A'o, 1111 ?/Iipc d~o mldidf' It"'~. 
Ilu'ftl A'illkdn 110 l.'ir~U! /anti o. 
W<Jd«tl'd fClfIli 'V' obi' CII, ,v!. It" ontU',Il 

nl.-cUd, 
madll~ tWICIIlOO pii' dmd-wu, fIQ otOO 

d'~ tW-ltU (~6 II" ma-mi. 
mi-nul Cl kilr Ii f(' e, no kilr-flu M', 11 un' ad. 

ollt~ agtl'li'ma d'"di,mdill, nCl fflbu'6m 
1Mnl1ilm anb\ nd-abu$I/If. 

m;wo ani'do-du dn 6beba, na 6\1 fn~tuU'e 
,,,,<'m, 

igi'd-nn ddtl'm, no thb11'om oda hit 
ripll'm tvtisU. 

ik..,lro y(' yi'~, flO ,hbu'mn 1I)(mn' un' 
wo hd. . 

mil~01lHwl dOllhtt"lT kUr, na nd-o.H'r-flu 
m;gi' fa md-aMm. 

trotuuu-mi teo ,ti'ka-11Ibfll dll, flO m{ndo­
,ml'da. 

I'll go with you, but I WILlit to oat flrst. 
Clll you rfiad nnd write FI.nti? 
Ho's boon IItudying Fnllti (or two Y0618, 

but he eMU rAn't, lIpt'nk it. 
I've done 6 lot Cal' you, 80 you ought 

to do this (or mo. 
One or my brother! lives at bomo, 

tho other in Cape OOllHt. 
He worked haru, but he still oouldn't 

support his frunily. 
I hope ho'll oome, but I'm not eure. 

The fire hl18 gOlle out, but it's still 
smoking. 

This town is O.K., but they don't have 
any movies. 

I walked for an hour, and then I 
rested. 

1 was born on the Gold Coast, and 
I've never been anywbere else. 

9.4. The conjwlction ance (or freely 07~da) 'or' is used to coordinate !lingle 
elements or whole constltlctions. \Vltb whole constructions it is used usually 
if not always in questions. The combination ank 8U 'or else, or also' also OCCU1'!l. 

owo adJin <lbi'dsil ante andn. He hns three or four houses, 
milm{ d'ka anee 8ll adi'bdn. I have neither money nor food. 
mibema-wu "lPUCl a1lee S'U al,;1l1u'. I'll give you a banana or an orange. 
flO opi'T~\bU I»' (} anCe. Does it still burt? 
flO oyc abofurd anda oye pan('n. Is he young or old? 
na ove bibin{' anee (01Je) buro-ni'. Is he an African or a Europea.n? 

9.0. The subordinating conjunction 11Ul usually expresses purpose or result, 
tut is used als<J aIter constructions expressing a lack. It always occurs a.fter the 
head construction. A following verb often har; the pl'efix I a-l. There is little 
doubt but that this conjunction is morphemically the vel'b (mal 'to give', but 
it is considered a cOlljunction because of its spccialuses. 

dkd al..'1trd rna waadu'r h6. He's almost thele. 
dkd akurd rna aMr abbl. Time's almost up. 
dkd akurd 11Ul maaUJi'~. I'm almost finished. 
aMr-nu dd mint kwak1J.' aid ItobUr-nu, When I )Vont swimming with l<weku-

nke dIW kUikiti 11Ul ipu afd.-mt. Atta, I almost drowned. 
onni nkb bt'ata am411Ul Mn-h12 aye d{n We'lllJoon be stronger than they are. 

a1."i1l-Mn. 
oyU ma tlJaani'a B('ka. He did it to make t11oney" 
O1jU Q{I1.I>U'ma ma tlJaaQ{J'th waan6t\. He worked to HUpport his family. 

nd.-rlbmu'd. , 
mipa-wu kew l¢ir~-mi rna mi.balti' del PleMe toll me how bo get to your home. 

m!boko wlJJt1c. 

l,.iI" 

SYN'fAX 

ncs O111dt11nll tn"6yi'd-1w {li'dt1 hi a. IJid it IItop tiJf! bl(:l'din 
md~(m£' d!:um ma TIIa mirilwla lIk.t.ti' (Wfa. l 'ln "1/ IIIN:PY t !tat. r'l 

rigl,t W'W. (Tl:e ti. 
wvp.rlJ, 'VI:ry rfllJl:h '. 

1'T11 110 ti rr.d t"at I'll ha VI! 

I WI~tlt bccaUE!! 1)( what he 
III: mad,; 1111: do it. 

71 

moo/una mll ma otillJ rl6~ m(gi' e 1n.d-aAum, 
cuU (l(I. 6k04 kirMni flti' md4 11UI mikfTti. 
oM~.mi ma miyUl. or f1'T1'II1.d.mi 11111 mi1/c1. 
mirikl-.dluJd k1lJilkv/, na 1TLrrul uhum n1J~ 

dMc [rl,' fl.T(J. ma rnvni'dn-nu. 
I'm going if) put KWI:ku tt, ned, I!odoo' 

//lake any noille to wfllke him up. 

g.O. The conjunction nkr (,CCU I'II with an indepcndr:r.t verbal COfIJ!truction, 
usually whC'n there ill alsl) n !Subordinate or coordinate clau.~e. nefore the present 
tense it mrntUl 'i L u~,·d to III' that'i bef(J/'(' the vp.rbul prefix I ri-I it mpans 'it WaJ! 

about to be th!~t'; be'forc other tenses and wben a Rubordinatc IJr coorruM 
con.atruction is inl·ludc·d in tho sentence, it mcanll 'it would have been that'. 
Note the common ('ulllltruclion mi-1/d-mu! a nl:e ' I hope'. 

nke miy~. I uacd to civ it. 
nke mirlye. I WI18 aOOu' to do it. 
nke miM/lc. or ?ike mady!: or nke miy61. I Vlould have done it. 
tmi ni {wu a, nke miyel. 1£ I were you, I would have done it. 
Vke mibl:t/e

J 
na ma1mi'd adllfl{r. I'd hAve done it, but 1 dirb't 8~t a 

1lke oye a{jWU'1/Ia wo nd.-aui'd llU·kwlt-1IU 
nu.mll'. 

nke irf,y~ (ben adt BUui' aara. 
nke oMba fide da, na 6mbai. 

nke dkd akurd maakwi' a ?IIi-nan tin. 

ae min'i'dd ri'ka dd om a, nke anh1l)~ a 
mikori. 

m'-lId.mtl' a nA (l II1I'n{ mM. 
m'-lId-mll' a nke mi-aU mib6Itt'", CI~e di 

aa 6y~-nu. 

chance. 
He used to work on hill father'I! farm. 

What were you doilJg just now? 
He was going to come yesterday, but he 

hasu't come yet. 
Ju.st a little more and I would have rut 

ofT my toe. 
H I'd bad enough money, pcrhaJl8 J 

would have gone. 
1 hope he won't come. 
I wish I could do what he don. 

11I{.Vd-mll' a nko naU' nn{ nto. I hope it won't min. 

9.7. Constructions introduccd by tht' conjunction dd 'who, which' Are Ulmal1y 
substitutable for a single !ynt.act.ic element, normally nn adjective. However, 
these rolative exprcmolUl may also be lIaed in other platH in IUl utteran~, 
ucceBlurily ucnr the hend noun. C01)tltructiohll introduced by dj Q4 ',hat whieh' 
(varying wit.h the normal adt aa) nnd ni'a 'he who' arc lubetitutable for nounl; 
ni'a Js perhaps rdated to 0/1" dd 'the one wbo'. Ukc adjectives Md OOUni. 

these eonatliuctlollS Inny be followed by a demoMtmth'c. 

,idd dd 6ti'IJ kut'milLdzi. I lot lick tbt' fil'llt. day. 
tti Cldi dd mfp6 cl'~ 'y6 "" /ld-uri a. or di Do you llnd("l'IItand what. I want. " nn 

aa m(v' d6~ "1J~ ~' iti on n. to do? 
(vi' ,,' ktud kl.'ri dd ptUO /ti' ka·mbh, du 1'hil il the- ""'Celt farm on the 

ni'lldara. Gold C.oaat. 
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ni'a wadko «1I!.·ll l r-m, OWO kltxll. piildra A nmn \Vho hns beon L08Uhooi hili Inu.ny 
dd tlbe«iI-11I1)1 tt'Cldnild ntlMt oPPol·e\U\ltioll to gl't l'ioh. 

9.8. Subordinat,o oonstructjollll plaoed oit.her before or oJ't.cr tho hNLd ono"t.ruo­
tion art' int'I'UJuoed by the conjunctions lei ... a 'if, whl'n', A'drUld ... (J 'ovon It, 
although', 08i'd.I\ rUe 'oocaulI(I',lUld mud fla 'boforo'. \et') Is sotneUtnotl omittod, 
with the final \41 remaining. Compare also t.he initial temporal oOllstruotlon 
beginning with abir dd IUld ending with tho suffix (-nul, in wWob a/nr dd IllAY 

be omitted. 

8e 6bd 4, mibtllio !t'e. 
ee aambd a., lIli-W. btl!1l'. 
8e mlV1i'~ a, mU:oft'c. 
8e ini'a OOag(r a, ille dIm. 
ae mini'a OOagir a, m\o6ko. 
mididi' wi' ~ a, minf-tD1~ boA-o. 

3e iken. mfniJ.i OOu' a, nke inn .. nluu.mi. 

owo dee mVeo fi' <1-OOi, na Ile miwil ~ a, 
minkobuT. 

n4 8e OOi' n[. on11'm 0, ob6ko 81tkU'r. 

kdnsd waambd thp1/6 a, mib6ko. 
mipe dte mUiTla ai'ka-mMu du, c.si'dil. 

dee aye aur6 dUdll wo aburo-ki'r. 
cmi'a nUlla pii', 08i'd1) dte ayee Gg'ttl1L'ma 

dindinndin. 
mihUni'-nu arJ.Bd na orih1i'·mi. 
ansd na mibad lId-nu, mitit aburo-kf.'r. 
ansd na {boko-n1l, mipe dec mini-uru di' 

nkom6. 
na 6ker ansd na idU'T l16a. 

OWO dt~ fwi'e ad!. ad iTiye an6d lUI. aak6. 

nki'eteke-nu 6ker ansa 1I.a waadu'r h6 a. 

tIX1nu/ beBi' a h1i amd. na wotuu mpd.-nu. 

When he comes I'll come tlome. 
II you don'toome, he'll be angry. 
When I'm fiuiehed, I go home. 
What do you do in your spare time? 
J'll go ns soon ns I can. 
J'll go with YOll when I'm through 

eating. 
If you had come ten minutes lator, 

you wouldn't have met me. 
First I have to go to the store, and 

when that's over I'm going swim­
ming. 

(And) when he's five, he's going t,r) go 
to school. 

Eyen if he doeso't come, I'll go. 
I prefer to live 00 the Gold Const, 

because it's too cold in Europe. 
He got rich because he worked hard. 

I saw him uefol'e he saw me. 
Before I came here I lived abroad. 
I want to talk to you before you go. 

How long docs it take you to get there? 
or Do(>s it take you long to got 
there? 

You havo to fin'6h what you'ro doing 
before you guo 

How long does the train to.ke to goL 
there? or Doos it take long to get 
there by tmin? 

They (make sure they) Beo the woman 
boforo they make th!! bert. (A 
provel'b, "Don't count YOl1r cWck­
OM before they're hIlitched If.) 

Al'JTI';N l}IX 

'flr-X'fH 

The (oUowing ate ilJulltra.tionIJ of connccu-d djllcourIIC in Fant;' AII"I tt,~tn 
were obtained from Mr, Mbura, 'fhe nAture and ()(;caI!i(JO of p.ach ill hri 
deloribed, and the text and tral1ll1ation followll, 'rhe tranlJlatiollJl ar" not Illa-.ilJhly 
literal, but enough of the Fant; ordpr of cmuses and phrlL!Jtjl ill pte3P.rved to mak 
pouible a ready oomparilJOIl with tile U>xt. It was impoMible to elwlelr.: 
transla.tlons with Mr. Mbura ilJ detail, and some question1l U to traMlation 
remain. 'fheee arc nowd in footnote". 

1. Making a canoe 

'rhill brief account W8IJ dictated impromptu in response to a question 88 to how 
canoes aru rtlIl(Je,Tbe "lownl:U of dictation :nay have resulted in IJOtne rat 
unnatural transitionll from !!entence tc IleDtence, The U!e of the EDgfulb word 
"paint" d(l{'1l not neCe8l!llrily indicate tbat Fanti bu DO word (perhaps borrOW'cd) 
for that item, but merely that the Eng1i.llh word came more readily to Mr. Mbura', 
mind at the moment .. 

1114 w6ail w6ye hemd yil ni, w6kuri'd odu'm aniuu uni'ad, 114 w6hiw-nu OTTUJ 
nu.mtll fie d6nkuroott. na ae 'U'OWi'~ a, wadi aku'md dUt'tin hem4-nu, Ie !.WUfi'l 
111/ a, wadi hemd-nu ko mpuanu, 114 h6-nu w6ic4 nuhu paint, 114 ,u w6tu..nu dl.'n, 
ae wowi' ~ if/il nu-ni'ndara a, w6he aai die w6dl ko pu. 

The way they mak,e n ranoe is, they cut down an Iroko or a Silk-cotton tree, 
and they burn it (out) to make it deep imide. When this is done, they take an 
axe IUld carve it (into the Ilhape of) a canoe. When this is done, they take the 
canoe to the shore, and there they paint it and give it a namE'. When all tbit is 
done, they begin to use it to go fishing. 

2. Elmina CMtle 

The following conveT8ation Wall held with Mr. Mbura in an imaginary $iLuAtion 
in which he t.alkll wit.h a visitor to the Gold Coast. :\1r. Mbura'tI tlpcech iE: 
marked by the initial M.; the visitor's remarks, rbecked for ac.cura('Y with 
Mr. Mburll, are mMked by the Initial W. 

M. ana adM' idind abdn-nu a. 
W. 61l'M. kiJ. nuMt ndm I..-ir6-ml. 
M. 0«'11 u'o. oy,. abaad-ml" b~e OOlla~i'd till.till, nu-tdlar-m,i' ,u qJlt! /JbcJ8d- mti' 

b~() OOu' cud, na OOdn pi;'1 wo-m1", 110 .. 1 pirdm pii' ml' abdn nu-d,t Port~ 
!u aburo/u-nu na worii/ n/i b~c aM aTldn db(~in vi' nu-md'. t&Odi ob'U ril'. on' 
mpuanu Il6 dra, na Ie idi WlI .. ,'-hh. ba ~i'ka-mtrl" /i" 4, ib6lil'm ahti' 
uti wo pU.mu' /.6, 

W. na wodo hit lIe ndi6mbG 100-ml" a. 
M. ~yilew. Postoffice ddn-n11 1oo-ml,l, n41 ... , ricuti'(U1TO • aMAud4 

1\gtra«i' aburo/~nu. 11gb-lUi' 41",rolu-1m n(,-ml~' M'-n"m. It 1t'C>/IWl-hon 

wokdgi'd Mn·aAGm wo ,dind abeln-nu na-"ul'. 
73 
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)(. ila" )'OU e'''fI.f eetlD '\be Elmina ~UCP 
W. No, \ell me labout It. " 
M. 11.'1 h.. WI about 380 reet, :101\1, It. brudt.h I. "bout J 

..... are a lot ~ TOOIDI in It, and • lot. or cannon on the ",,,lit. 
~,..ho built It,aboUt four bWldred yeat'I aao. 1\ it made "r .t4,m .... 
illiab\ GIl the gore, ~ if )'ouaome to the Gold Coatt by boat, )'OU (lIU\ ........ 

W. Do ..,.ItiU \1M! it? 
M. V.. The PClBtoffioe i8 in it, and now it i, (primArily) a hotel (or the 

Ji'.DaIiIL Some 6f &he Engliah, when they havtI ,oacaUOIll, 10 and relt up In 
the mmiDa C'MtJe. 

3. Betrothal aDd ~b.rrilllC 

TbiI aecount of t.he betrothal IUT&Ilpmenta leading up to marriap "'&II 

dic:tatA!d impromptu byMt. Mbura. Alter bearina it. read, be remarked that 
the pbrue no w\OO\Ct", wi' G • andwben they .finiah t.hia', and similar exptell!olll, 
are more frequent than theY""OU]d be in normal uninterrupted narrative. 

aburlnlio. 6h~1 akold .... 'o 6pe rwf~ a, ;6k4 kit. nd·oll!iifu d •• 4JccU4-Ii'Q v" 
mipc dtfmlttdr-nu, <mIUY l,um-gi'o·fIll v'r rna·mi. na ae 00'" Q, rwf-QUIIi/u-nu 
k6bo aka:d.~i'a-nu nd-obUl'-11Ul'. 'na nliM' nnl 'vi', flO womb6 akold-li'orwf­
obUu-nu nti-mti' W, 'flO 'nO-<lwU/1I710 tronrt·MII. no alad nG w6bobu'U h6n­
anu-nu nu-mli'-mi .. 0\00 an U'ooi ,~ ti' pun-nu "u-dll. IIQ'~ yi' V'O/ur4-ml 
ill'r road. no Ie .rotci'iJ h6n-MblI kli a. akald'8i'cl"llU Ild·llu'uftHIU kd (ICc uloli6ge, 
hi1. ckrhadnl yi, wodUiJ.' hOn-o/xl$j'dba-lIu 11d-all~'m, M 8r 61m .u ope ObuTtnll'~ 

no ',U/ibnba alu/J·mtj',' lIa of!', adi an wodkd dU WcJlI~ ni 1/(', oU'O dO 
.mu' p60n a81/6n Ila rider andn, alil/Tin/ie-"" IId-au:ufu toolu'd,' 110. 

trM'i y{' a, adi ('G wadkd ni ol-( wohi'd·hon, Iia ~r wowi'll a, na dbd ~/ur-nul 
Uladll~ kit' II no v'r, 

Wben a young mAn '8t'M! a girl and wnntl! hrr, he t{'lIs his pnrentll, "I wnnt to 
marry Ulia girl", or, "You get her to be a wife for me", When this is dODe, hill 
parent.o! go Ilnd 'knock on the girl's door',' But in 1'(·ality it, il4n't that, and they 
don't knock rin the girl'lI door nt aU, but hrr pnl"l.'nt. nrc> t hr onr" they Mk, And 
before they OP<'D their moutllll (to ~ay Il word), t hry hu\'(' to put ~omr "inc on the 
tabll!. Tbia wine i8 called 'heao wine" Now Ilhcn thr)' tHe through t'xplaining 
their bUl!inet!ll, the girl's parent8 pay that thry "ill think it over. Ho thry 
di&cU18 the matter in the prescnce of thrir daughtN, If 8he likrll the young mun 
too, then everything is all set.' And now what thry do it! thill tho bridal gift 
must be worth seVl'n pound!! four "hillingll- the young man'l! plIrrnUi pay (it).' 

1 The ir&llIleilon (,I ihi. phrllM I. uncerLain, 
• TI.e .~ruclure 01 ihi .... nwnre .... ,./lllI Lo ue UI indloawd ill tho traJl.llltluH. uut Lho 

t'&IlII&~ion may be wroDl, 
I The petrlfil!t! phrlllle db4 ~/r1r. IitNally' hu como MW', '" IClvolI In tho moanlna' ,1O vloll' I 

the trlU'lIl&ti,," '10UIII( rm(JVI~' I'!Ctnll to ilL bottar hnto, and t,r(Juauly , novlco' oovnr. " 
,ra."ower ralllG Qf mr.llla, ihan tht, fllJrlal!, 

• 'Inl. i ... ppar"utly Ii IA!lIhnic&1 IIxpronlon, with tho IILllral moanlnll dlllllll!! lind tho 
li,tJrlltive rntllnin" f).pl&it,.,,1 In the IIJIlt)wln" ."nLMM, 

'Yr" 1011./, ,ruon 1I"t IlXI,I .. I/llJr! by Mr, Mhura. 'fhl. I •• tr .. u.laUolJ of tile word •. 
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f'XCCpt himlll'lr. 80 1\\\cku :\J"II\'~I' l)('~tll\ to Ihink hOIl Ill' wOllld Ito I\hnll~ t.tlkln~ 
tht' wi!ldNl\ oul. or hill (,ll\l\\try 110 thtlt ,lnly III' wOllin hl' 1\ WillI' 01\(' t1wr" . And 
(ulally thi8 thought l'all\(' into hilll1('nti: "Why don'l II"k(l Ihill wi"dolll lind put 
it ill a pot,lUld (1('1\1 th(' mouth l\nd bury it?" \\",,11, l\wrkll ,\1\1\1\11(' I1mdl'" poL 
I\IlU ti('d up all thr wi~dom and put it jusidl', IIond ~('tll('d th(' mouth or th(l pot. 
And th('n ht' changt'd hill mind, aJld took n t'.UlOO iM\.('nd, lind I\(·t ()11~ to go ~o 
the coconut palm that. Was in tho middl(' of tho rhN. lIill iclt'a 111.1.8 thia: "If 
1 take ·,hi8 wisdom I\Ild put it in the ground, pcrhope "oml'OI'" will IItumblo OVer 
it &nd get the wisdom; but if I l.nk(' it I\Ild hong it in tht' bronc-hel or tho coconut 
palm, no one ,,;11 ever touch it." So he took 0 roJ><' nod ti"ei il to the n('ck of 
the pot, and began t{) climb the~. Well, Kwt'ku took (th(\ pot) oud ho'd be 
climbing a littlp. and llipping & lit tit'. And tinolly, II'h('n he 8trotch(1d out. WI 
hand t{) tie the pot to the b~cll(.'tI, he slipped 80 that he almoet fell to the ground. 
So be quickly grabbed bold of the coconut tree with both hi, banda, nod Whf'D he 
did that, the pot slipped from his hand and fell into the canoc anti broke. And 
the \\;edom that Wall in the pot sp~ad O\'er all tbe world. That is wby today 
there is "idom in the world. And Kweku AnalU!l', when he MW what he had 
done, Was teITibly ashamed. ISo be jumped up on the ceLing t{) hide,!, and that 
is wby today the spider sticks to the ceiling. The ('nd. 

5. How AJlnnsc outwitted all the ani!l1A.1II 

In this etory,Kweku i8 for once 8UCCCs8fuJ in getting away "ith hie shD.dy 
dealings \\ithout being bsdiy hurt or \\ithout fceling foolish. Som~ of tb" 
details, such a.e why the anilIlBls would take time out for a llha\'(~ when they were 
about to sit down to a delicious meal, may be l'xplninrd more fully in !'om!' other 
versioll!l, but here the fact ill !lUlled with no reM!)n given. This is n typical 
example of the kind of story thlit can go on nnd on indefinitely. 

mMr pii' dd dk1ci'd-mu'-nu k(Y(-nu, nam-k6m kuinoTo ril' andan.t ku'r6-mu'. 
oft' y{' ogi'a l.."VXlkU' jdd nu-tu'r dU 6n'kCl/c lIa. aMr 00 okart p6w-nu nu-mu'-nu, 
waanlrtr In' OTO na owa7Udn ktri'dd-mu'. 1110 m£rik,i yf', !'-woh-fl' phnll llu./U'r 
nldmaro, na oluu owaman-Iw. na klJXJku' lajad oUVl7lAan -1lU ,i1'/lu lUll rl4-apakd. 
,iU nu..mu'. no aMr 00 6kaUld du na 6klkirl 'ITi'(I· n It , oll{l' · mli' ritl\ Oriko /,',. 
waank& /n'OTa na oootuu palak11', na alrl.r-mt 11(1 h(VII"i' dlld(JIUf i rl~'. lUi' 
patak{/-nu 1Ji'8€fd...nu nd-amandU. na olrU'd-lllI dnh, md·oytd aWli', no 1IIldi 
nf.v.jun Tiko mi.-ku't6-mtl' akd4i'i-ntl. na 0])0/4kl1""1I Itd·(lk"III'! (J1I61' 1710 cm~ 
kwaku' d(l' yoo, na omdd-nu akedi mpu'o. no kwaku' Afl '-mu' dUo 6riko, na 
Woonldr ara ru M' 0 na 6kahi' a 061b6, no na-onlrJ/lkli/ti, /L(I all1r" 111 lIu.mtl'-nti 
kwaJd,' dn<lanri kad nd-lUem kfre-/wn, nUl WOII1.-,IU tift' 11&1, ,ut womdd-/m nuikMi. 
na (lMr dd /(wa/(-u' .H'-mu' U'o-nu, 036 dan! nMlu!reM IdTl\ u8ibcl d6c\ UI10i'{o kwukll' 
arnianfimH', nli' w6n/a kwaku' arnUtnst na w6nhwe adi aa 6wu a[laklf-nIL nU-I1I1l' .mA.. 
wok(Y(H, no w6hwee apakd.-mL nf.v.mu'-nu, wohu'tl tide uwoman cLa-mu'. no 
otib6·nu nu-lrU ju:u.' kU!nora, na nkc alrd k{Lrd ?na waaku'm kwaln,' atldU118t. 
dwJami nd-ahumd tutl' pii' ma odi ndm-nu dimdll 0~u6. Wl w03H'.mu' d6d 
w6rik6 0lJib6-nu nu..ku'rd-mu' . ma mirika yt', ()BiIJ6/{Lra sdr"ltU' mbucJ ni'lldc.ra 
1.# w6mb1lra n-a-ku/r6-mtl' mbadW{'. na kwuku' a"dan~t ~u til! oyi'nu h6 rtywln. 

• This phrllllC I. BUt)plied from "O,er "tories ~(J provide u tr1lnHILl1J11 LI) th" nu~t statomont. 

n 
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.. at, he told \hem to ~t up, "lid thr~' ('f)uldn't, Ho hI' hnd thl'," try n 
Ie _ ""ad t1.iU they eoukln't.Sol\wrku AIIAIa.clK'g.1h 1()lnugh flRl1inlUld 
to ....... ud be bf.pn to tnake :rull of them, After (lJi!, h"Mtdowl1 And 
......... eat. Well, K1I1'Jeu AnNl8e "h! "WAY for HIIT.(' dnY8, nnd wl,tJ:/1 Ito 
............ -wiDe on the booM, ht! threw them in t.IWirfACCfI. Amhomr.titn 
KWIIaa ........ wouJd take lome loUP and pour it; O\~t' ih(lir (.008, And hUlde 
.. , .., pitiable licht. indt'edi And iLI'",r A while KWeku !let out to go I",!":k 
"hillud. And then it. beaan to rain ~rribly llt'rd, 110 that lba 8.flirnnlA were 
......... up,Ddript away t.hey IWore that if they got hold of timllpid!tr, thry 
wwId tear him limb from limb. So they bc~n to dWIC the _.,itif!r. It \\,"'Ifl'~ 
lona before tbpy <'*uPt. him, and t~ wolf OOWUl to War ilill! up. The epldf'r 
beau to Jausb apln, and told them that if tl1('y wanted him to he lJuir.t. they 
ebould throw him up in the air three timH and let him fall. And t.h! (001. 
believed (him) ud did it. When they threw Kweku Up, 1m would (nil down, hu 
IDet.Dwbile tbe llpider wu looking {or a place to run nfl!1 hide. So when thr.y 
threw the spider up again. he never did fal1 down, but .turk to the edling. 'That 
ill wby today the tlpider tlticktl then'. The end. 
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