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up high before and behind, covered with ricb quilted 
scarlet broadcloth. They were paraded between 
the outer and main walls of Ihs city- the horsemen 
Were dressed with red caftans or vests, not general, 
ly worn by them, except on great occasions: these 
were covered with worsted haicks, wove transparent 
like bunting for ships' flags: each rider was armed 
with a long Moorish musket, and had a knife or 
scimitar hanging loosely by his side: they wore on 
their heads, either white turbans twisted and wound 
many t imes around, or a red cap, in token of their 
being regular imperial sol diets, or else a f.ld of their 
haick: their bridle bits were the most powerful of 
the .A rabian kind. The horses were all studs, and 
wore their �w�h�o�l�~� natural quantity of- mai.n and tail 
unmutilated in any part, and consequenti}' retained 
all their natural fire, beauty; strength, and pride: 
�~�a�c �h� horse was furnished with a head-piece, resem­
bling the stall of " bridle at top, and a halter 
below-this stall or· head-piece, was made· of the 
ricbest scarl et cord and velvet, with fringe hanging 
down pver, and nearly coyering his eyes, and a 
large pendulous pad of scarlet velvet cloth under 
each ear: the neck of each was adorned with a very 
elegant scarlet cord, having a handsome knob and 
tassal underneath: these trappings were solely for 
ornament, and not for use, and pubon before the bri­
dle. Each had, besides, a small red cbrd about his 
neck, to which was fastened a number of l ittle bags, 
made of line red Morocco leather- these bags, I 
learned on inquiry, were stuffed wi th scraps of 
paper, covered witb Arabic writing, furnished to the 
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owner of the herse hy jugglers; and, as they pre­
tend, sen 'e as a charm to ward off the effects of 
" evil eyes," or witchcraft, in which they all believe: 
the Moors and Arabs are so firmly attached to this 
superstitious opinion, that they believe both them­
se lves and theiT horses are in imminent danger 
without this favourite charm. 

The Moorish and Arabian saddle, which I consi­
der t9 be the very best that can be invented by 
man to keep the rider steady in his seat, is fastened 
on by a str9ug girth under the horse's belly, and by 
one round his breast, but without any crupper: the 
stirrups are made of broad pieces of sheet iron or 
brass, and for the most part plated with si lver-the 
bottom of t~em is as long as a man's foot, so that he 
can shilt the position of his feet in them at plea­
sure: they are kept exceedingly bright, and are 
taken up short and tied to the saddle by braided 
leather thongs; so that in order to support himself 
firmly in his saddle, the rider has only to press his 
feet to the horse's sides, near his flanks; his knees 
on the lower part of the sadd le; thus resting at fi ve 
points at one and the same time. The bridle is of 
that kind which will either stop the fierces t horse 
in an instant, or snap off his lower jaw- so that the 
l'ider has his horse under the most perfect command 
possible. This hody of horsemen, thus mounted 
and equipped, were reviewed by the Bashaw and 

' . Alcayd, or military and civil governors: there were 
also five or six thousand foot soldiers assembled fO l' 
-the same purpose: these were dressed in haicks and 
red caps, and armed ,~ ith muskets and daggers. 
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After the review, the exercises began by a discbarge 
of seventy-iour pieces of cannon, mounted on the 
ditferent batteries about fhe city, and tben followed 
a kind of sham-fight, which was begun near the 
northern gate, between two bodies of infantry : they 
marched forwa rd to the attack, and each poured in 
an inegular fire, which was supported and kept up ' 
in almost one continual blaze by successive advan­
cing lines, until it seemed necessary to bring fo\;ward 
the heavy cavalry, in order to arrest the progress of 
a solid co lumn of men, that kept slowly and con­
stantly advancing upon the opposing troops_ The 
oxpected signal was at length' given: the whole of 
tbe cavalry was, instantly in motion : it advanced in 
'(fundrons of about one hundred, in close order, and 
at full speed, and seemed to fly like the wiod: the 
distance between the opposing forces, was near half 
a mi le: (he horsemen shouting louilly" "Ital.-ha" ! 
hah-Iwh. /" raised themselves ou theil' stirrups, took 
a deliberate aim with their long muskets, whea 
within five yards of the enemy's lines, and poured 
in thei r fire whil e going at their. greatest speed_ I 
expected they would inevitably dash in amongst the 
infantry, and trample many of them to death; but 
the mOUlent the Ulen had Qred, they brough t their 
horses down upon their haunches, and stopping tbeUl 
short, reined them instantly round, ( 0 make room 
for the next approaching squadJ'on, whi le the horses 
of the first squadron walked steadily and leisurely. 
back, giving time for tho riders to reload their mus­
kets at their ease: thus furious ly attackeu by nu' 
merous squad rons, in quick sllccessi on, and so close; 
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Jy, the ioCann·y was soon broken and dispers.ed, by 
which means the cavalry remained apparent masters 
of the field. 

Nothing of the kind could exceed tbe ardour, 
activity, and intelligence, displayed by those noble 
looking horses; they seemed almosi to fly to tbe at­
tack, and looked as if determined to rush through 
the opposing host, and trample it to atoms; but 
whe!). the riders bad fired their muskets, and tbe 
horses were turned abollt the other way, they were 
perfectly calm in an instant, and walked on leisurely 
lIutil they were again faced round towards the 
enemy; then their eyes seemed to kindle with fire; 
they pawed up the dust, which they seemed to snuff 
up into their wide-stretched nostrils, and into which 
one might see, as they then appeared, nearly up to 
the ir eyes: they snorted and pranced about in such 
a manuer, thar nothing short of the heavy and true 
Arabian bridle could have been capable of checking 
or keeping them in subjection, and nothing short of 
the Moorish or Arabian sa<ldle, could have prevent­
ed their riders from being dashed against the ground. 
The long spurs of the horsemen had gored their· 
flanks, so as to make the blood stream out, which, 
uniting with their sweat, formed a kind of streaked 
froth, that nearly covering their sides, dropped 
fast upon the ground, whilst the severe working of 
the bit upon their mouths, caused them to bleed pro­
fusely. The dazzling of their stirrups and arms in 
the sun, the rattling of tbeir spurs against tbeir stir­
rups, and the clasbing of their arms against each 
other: the beautiful appearances of the squadrons 
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of' horses; the cracking of musketry, and continual 
shoutings of the mock co mbatants, produced an ef­
lcc t tr u] y imposing, and I was of opinion that no 
lines of i"fant"y, of equal numbers, however well 
fOl'mcd and commanded, would be capable of wi th­
s tanding thei,. impetuous a nd repeated shocks, wben 
actually at tacked: this was truly a supo rb school 
for horsemanship, 

Sid i Hamet, myoid mastel', had borrowec1 and 
mounted M ,', Willshire's fin e horse, and seemed 10 
be in a ll his glory while exe rcising him like the 
o thers, Aftor they had nearly finished the sham 
fight, he, together with a line of Moors, consisting 
of about {iftoen or twenty, commenced their las t 
career towards the enemy: they had a quarler of a 
mile to ride, nod all with long muske ts in their 
hands: they set all' th ir horses ' at full speed, in a 
line, when on their scats ; then turning over, they 
placed their heads upon their saddlos, and rode with 
their feet in the ail', and their backs toward s the 
horses' heads for a onsiderable part of the dis tance; 
then rogaining th eir seals by a sudden movement, 
they roso in thei,' stirrups, fired all' their pieces close 
to tho wall , reined their horses around, and returned 
again to theil' post. Many of these horses wore eX­

tromely Oeol and beautiful, and seenled as much to. 
eX 'ced in spi"it, strength, and courage, the firs~-rate 
raco horses I had OVOl' seen in Europe 01' America, 
as those frno animals excel the common old plougb 
I,o,'se, 

Tho Moors soon wcnl' thei ,' horses down by hard 
. e)'vicr, and then put th ~m into mill. to g rind their 
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grain, as the re is sc~rcely such a thing as a wind or 
water-mill wherewith to grind their breadstuff, to 
be found in the Moorish empire. T he mares are 
never rode or wo rked, and are· kept solely fm' the 
purpose of breeding, and I found that what I had 
considered as an exaggeratea account of the good 
qualities attr ibuted to the Arabian horse, fell far 
.hort of b is real merits; for, though the most 
proud, fierce, and fiery of the horse kind, he is, at 
the s.ine time, the most docile of those noble ani­
mals. The true Arabian horse is about fourteen 
hands in height; his body is long, round, and slen­
der; his limbs small, clean, and straight; he is square­
breasted and round-quartered; his neck well set and 
slim, with a beautiful natw:al curve; bis head small, 
with a face inclin ing to a curve, from the top of the 
head to the nostrils, with eyes full, bright, quick, 
and intelligent-many of them ,are of a beautiful 
cream co lour, and frequent ly spotted w~9k.., 
and vary in colour from a light sorrel;through all 
tbe shanes of bay and chesnnt, to the deepest jet 
black; they are strong jointed, and fu ll of sinew: 
they are naturally docile,. and very active ; but if 
they become in the least vicious, they are doomed to 
the mill for the remainder of th.eiT days. It was 
with much regret I learned that these beautiful and 
.erviceabJe anime.ls could not be exported from 
either the Moorish dominions, or any otb"" of tbe 
Barbary States, without a special permission, as a 
private [avour, from the reigning prince, which is 
very se ldom granted, and only on particular and im­
portant "ccasions. 

3L 
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Th'e Arabs inhabiting Mo:rocco, live in te!>is, iN 
a wandering .state: fo r the true Arabs will hot be 
confined wi thin walls, and are a distinct race of men 
from the Moors. ' They keep large heras of cattle, 
horses, Gamels, sheep, .goats, and asse.s, making use 
bf the milk of all the females for b utter and for 
drink: they supply the cities with butler, which 
they make by the simple process of putting the milk 
into a goat-skin, the hair side in, hanging it· up' by 
the legs, and shaking it by the help _ of a rope, by 
wMch it is fastened; when the' butter is made, they 
pack it, hair and all, into eorthen jars that 110id from 
two to fo ur pounds each, aml in that state; carry it 
to market withou! salting, selling the butter, jar, and 
aI!, for a mere trifle: they. cultivate nearly all the 
plain land (hat is cultivated in the empire of 1\10-
rocco, (as the Bereberies till the hill:y country anel 
sides of the mountains,) except the grounds in the 
immediate vicinity of the cities, which they do not 
approach fol' the purposes of agriculture, those 
being cultivated and dressed by the Moo:rs and theil' 
slaves. They live in families or sections of tribes, 
and pitch t heir tents in C"o~panies of from twen,ty to 
one hund red and fifty tents, each tent containing-onc 
family: these tents, when pitched, are called a 
Douhar; they elect a c1\ief to each of these cl im­
hal'S, whom they dignify with the title of Alcayd or 
Sheick, for the time being: their, authority , however, 
is rather of an advisory than manaatory kind. 
Near seed time, they remove and pitch (heir doubar 
(or encatnpment) near the spot they mean to culti­
'(late, and plough and &OIV the land with whe" t, 
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barley, corn, or peas : they fence in some parcels of 
land with good high stone fences, particularly or­
chards of fig-trees, but fOJ the most part they are 
entire ly open; tLte sowing being finisbed, they re-
100\ e again, for tbe sake of pasture, to other parts 
of tbe same province, in wbich they continue to re­
,ide, as they cannot move .out of a province without 
leave being first obtained from the emperor-thus 
they wander from place to place, until near harvest 
time; when they return and gather in their CI'OPS 
which they have sowed, and which are considered 
.afe from the nocks, herds, and hands of other tribes, 
by common consent or interest, as all rove about in 
a simiiar way, having no fixed babitations; yet 
sometimes one tribe sows, and another reaps the 
fruit of its labour, but that is only done by force of 

arms. 
The Moorish Arabs are rather below the micJdle 

stature; of a dark complexion, resembling that be­
tween the mulatto and a white man, with long black 
hair and black eyes; they are strong and healthy : 
they wear round their bodies a woollen haick, which 
does not cover their heads, and go without any other 
clothing; their legs and feet are generally bare; 
tbeir bearus long; tbeir cheek-bones high; their 
noses regularly hooked; their lips thin; and they 
are as hardy a race of men as exists; perhaps, in. 
deed, wilh the e,ception of the wandering Arabs. 
The women wear a kind of a garment made of .. 
h~ick. through wbich they thrust their arms to keep 
it up-it hangs down to their knees, and nearly 
GOI'ers their breasts; they have a fold behind, like 
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those li villg on' the aesart, iii which they carry. their 
young children; they all stoop forward "ery, much ; 
are treated by their husbands as mere necessary 
slaves; are obliged to milk the cows, camels, mares, 
goats, sheep, and asses; make the butter, and spin 
and weave the tent-cloth and clothing by hand for 
themsel ves and families. T hey both spin and wea"e 
in the same manner as the Arab women of the de­
sart, and bring a ll the water they use, in large pitch­
ers on their shoulders, let the distance be ever 86 

great: they t ake c~re of, and help to draw the 
water for the flocks of sheep, and goats, and herds 
of cattle ; but the men manage the cam~ l s anc! 
horses_ -They g.rind thei r wheat and barley in their 
hand-mi lls, which are the same as on the desart and 
in Suse, as already described , and they make cakes, 
which (h ~y roast in the fire_ The women ,,1'1', in 
fact, complete' slaves: they a l'e obliged to strike 
their tents when they remove, and pack them 0;' 
camels, with all the other stuff that is possessed by 
the family; to pitch the tent again, and pack away 
the stuff, &c. &c. whil e the men take upon them­
selves to lord it over them, and drive them about at 
pleasure, only looking- aftel' the flocks and herd~, 
and punishing the women and girls, if any are lost: 
the men also plough and sow the land, and attend t~ 
the reaping and thresbing put the corn. The sickle 
they reap with, is nothing more than a knife with a 
blade of about a foot long, with the point bent in­
wards: the p~incipal part of the labour in this busi­
ness, they also oblige the women to perform. 

Their law permits them to have seven wi"es, but 
it is recommended to them by their prophet to have 
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only one, in order to prevellt contention in the 
fami ly. When they increase, however, in wealth 
or suhstance, .they need more h~ l p, and instead of 
hiring or buying slaves, thllY take more wives ;, and 
on this economical and agreeable plan, they make 
out to manage the affairs of tbeil' household. They 
are the same race of people in appearance and man­
ners, as the Arabs of the desart, and have bartered 
their \iberty fo'r the comforts afforded by a country 
susceptibte of cultivation. The Arabs are said to 
have continued migrating gradually from the de­
sarts and other parts of Arabia into Africa, ever 
since the irruptions of the first Saracens, by joining 
themselves in small numbers to the returning cara­
vans which go yearly from 'Moroceo, Algiers, Tunis, 
Tripoli, &c. on a pilgrimage to visit tbe tomb of 
their prophet at Mecca. These caravans carry 
large quantities o()f good~ with them, and make a 
trading trip of it, as well as a religious duty ; and 
many of the pilgrims return home very rich for 
!\loors. 

CHAP· XX~.I. 

'1'lte presfJI!l Arabs and ancient Jws compllred. 

SOON after I was seized on as a slave by the waft­
dering Arabs of the great Western Desart, I was 
struck with the simplicity of their lives and mannel'S, 



446 , CAl)TA IN RILE'Y'S NARRAT IVE. 

and con trasted ,the circumstances of their keeping 
camels, livi ng in teIHs, and wand ~ring about from 
day to d",y, with the sim plicity of the lives of the 
old J ewish pa tri arohs, who alse li ved in tents, had 
camels, and wandered about from place to place; 
possessed mco-se rvants and maid-servants- that is, 
t hey owned slaves; but as they for the most pa.!'t 
lived in coun tries where th~ soil was capable of cul­
ture, they also had flocks of sheep and goats, and 
herds of cattle, and asses; ye t the patriarchs lived' 
in a thirsty land for a part of the time, and , were 
often in want of water, as well as of bread_ My 
mind was also strongly impressed with the simila~ity 
between the patriarchal form of govern ment, an d 
that prevailing among tbe Arabs a t ~he present day, 
which is, in the strictest sense' of the ,vord, paternal ; 
the [ather of each fam ily being its supreme and ab-­
solute head: the wallderi~ Araba will submit to no 
other control, and they actually reverence their 
fathers and the old' men of their tribe nex t to the 
Deity hi ms,elf, and pay, withou t th e least apparent 
compulsion, tlJC most cbee rful and implicit obedience 
to their orders and wishes_ When I became more 
acquainted with tbe Arabs, I observed that the man­
'!leI' of salu tation between strangers was very much 
'like that of the J cwisb fathe rs, as record ed in H oly 
Writ, aod which also prevailed among the inhabit-
ants of the cOlmtI'y where they sojourned, 'When a 
stranger approached an Arab's ten t, he fi rst finds 
out which way it is pitched; then, going rounu until 
he gets directly in front, he draws neal' slowly, until 
wi thbl ailo,lIt one 1,11ndred yards, and stops, bQt al-
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way. with his weapon in his hand, ready for defence, 
and then turns his back towards the tent : when he 
is perceived by those in and about the tent, (who 
are always upon the look out,) and they come fortih, 
he bows himself near I y to tlie earth t \Vice, and wor­
ships: upon whioh one from the tent takes some 
water in it bowl, and advance~ towards him: tbis is 
done by the head of tile family, if be be it borne, or 
by hi s .eldest son: if none of the males are present, 
one of the women goes fonva rd with her bowl of 
"ater, or something else, either to eat or drink, if 
they have any: if not, they take a skin, 01' 1'01\ of 
tent-cloth; to make a shelter with for the stranger_ 
As they come within a few yards of the stranger, 
they ask- " is it peace?" and being answered in 
the affirmatire, they mutually say- " peace be with 
YOll, with yOlll' father 's house, your fam ily, and all 

. you possess ott- then touch ing the fingers "f the j'ight 
hands together, they snap them, and cal'ryiJlg them 
to their lips, kiss them, wh ich is tbe same with them 
as to \Uss each othe r's hind: and thence, I presume, 
is ueriveu the compliment now in such general use 
among the poli te Spaniards, which is to say, in 
saluting a gentleman, "beso de usted las manos"-I 
kiss yoor bands: if a lady, " [ kiss your -feel." 

The Arab manner of worshipping the Deity, as I 
have already described, is by bowing themselves to 
the eartb, and touch ing their faces to the ground : 
afler bowing to the ground six times, they say, 
" God is great and good, and Mohammed is bis boly 
prophet:" tbis is tbeir confession of faith. After 
that, they oiler up their petitions, that God will 
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keep them under his special protection; that he 
will direct them in the right way; that he will lead 
them to fountains 01' wells of Ii viog water; that God 
will scatter their enemies, and deliver them ["om all 
those who lie in wait to do them mischief-that he 
will prosper their journeys, and enrich them witb 
the spoil of th~ir enemies, &c. and they afterwards 
recite sonie poetry, which they call sacred. Since 
my being redeemed, I have been told ·that th,e form 
of worship nowjn practice among those people, was 
taught them by Mohcmmed; but as these forms do 
not dilTer materially from the forIDs of worship prac­
tised by Abraham and the ether old patriarcfis, and 
those of the people among whom they dwelt in the 
land of Canaan and elsewhere, I am inclined to be­
lieve that the artful prophet did not change tll eir 
ancient mode of worshipping the Deity, but on the 
con(rary, sanctioned their long establish.ed custom, 
which had continued among that singular race of 
men ever since the time of Abraham; and tbatthe 
only innovations 01' alterations he ventured to make 
in that respect, were in appointing se t times lOr per­
forming those religious duties; enjoining besides, 
frequent purifications, by washing themselves with 
water, and thus inc~lcating cleanliness, so indispensi­
bly necessary to pl'eserve health in hot countries, as 
n religious duty. 

'Vhen travelling along the. great Desart, neal' it s 
northern borde.", w~ feU in with flocks of sheep aod 
g oats, which wel'C kept by the women and children, 
",ho were also obliged to water them; and when. 
ancl' OUI' al'l'i".1 in StlS~. while we were travelling 
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en ,t. immense plain, and many small cities or towns 
were 1n sight at the same time on every side, with 
high stolle walls, gates, and bars, and I learned that 
each one was independent, and under the command 
or government of its own chief, who generally styled 
himself a prince; and when I heard the story of 
the destruction of WirltlUh, and other devastations 
com",itted by the wandering Arabs in their vicinity, 
I could not avoid figuring to myself, and observing to 
my companioll)l at the time, tliat the coon try of 
Suse mu.t now resemble in appearance the" land of 
Canaan in the time of Joshua, both in regard. to its 
numerous little walled cities: its [ertile soil; and in 
many other respects; apd that the frequent irrup­
~ign. of the hordes o[ wild Arabs from the desart, 
destroying and laying waste the country, and the 
cities they are able to overpower, bore a strong re. 
semblance to the conduct of the ancient Ioraelites, 
when led frOlD the desarts of Arabia into the culti­
vated country near thew"; with this difference, ho,v­
ever, that the Israelites were then particularly 
guided, supported, and protected by Divine power, 
and conse'luently were enabled to act in unison, and 
with decisive elfect against those small, feeble, and 
ill-constructed cities. 

In trayelling from Mogadore to Tangier, io the 
empire of Morocco, and coming to those parts of the 
provinces of Abdah and Duquella, which are entire­
ly peopled by Arabs living in tents, and in a primi­
tive or wandering state, (tbeir tents being formed of 
the same ... ate,·ials, and pitched In the same manner 
as tho~e of the Arabs on the desart,) I observed 

3M 
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that the~e people were of a much lighter c6mplexioB 
than those on the desart; but that circumstaflce, in 
all" probability, was owing to the climate's being 
more temperate; to their heing less exposed to the 
rays of the sun, and better clothed; yet their fea­
tures were nearly the same, and those of both· bear 
a strong resemblance to those of the Barbary Jews, 
who also have black eyes and Arab noses, lips, hair, 
and stature, and whose complexion is but a shade or 
two lighter than fhat of the Moorish Arabs,' which 
is chiefly occasioned by their different modes of life, 
the Jews all living in -cities, and the Arabs in the 
frelds: the Jews, however, are stouter men than the 
Arabs, owing, most likely, to the unrestrained inter­
course between the lusty Moors and the J ewesses,­
&c. That these Arabs and those who live on the 
desart, are the same race of men, I have not the 
smallest doubt: their height, shape, eyes, noses, and 
other features, togelher '.Vitb their customs, man­
ners, and habits, being essentially the same. Be­
tween the Barbary Jews and the present Arabs, 
there is only a slight difTerenc.e in their l'eligious 
ceremonies aDd ,helief,' and both "ery much resemble 
t1lOse forms which were foHawed by tbe old Jewish 
patriarchs, and ,their fatbers and brethren, as re­
corded in the B.ook of Genesis. There is one .more 
singular coincidence between the customs of the old 
Israelites and present Arabs, which, though seeUl­
ingly unimportant, . I shall, ne"crtheless, m~ntion, 
The Arabs, both on the desart and in Morocco, 
when they have occasion to go abroad fram theil' 
tent, ill order to obey one of lbe most pressing call" ' 
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of natUl'e, always carry a slick or paddle witlLlhem, 
in the manner and for the same purpose as is roen­
tioned .of the ancient Israelites in the twenty-third 
chapter of Deuteronomy, the twelfth and thirteenth 
verses. The men always s,("close to'the ground to 
urinate, and compelled us, while slave., to do the 
same. 

In journeying through the province of Duquella, 
I learlled from occnlar demonstration wbat was 
meant when certain personages are described in 
Holy Writ, as having an abundance of flocks and 
herds, &c. We stopped, and pitched our tent one 
night within a Donhar, which I found· in the moro· 
ing to consist of ooe hund l·ed and fifty-four tents: 
they were pitched in form of a hollow sq~are, and 
about fifty yards apart, occupying a large space of 
ground, and all of them facing iowards: before each 
of theM tents, the owuer had made his beasts lie 
down for the night. I felt a desire to know the 
number of animals each man possessed, and in order 
to make an estimate of the whole with correctness, 
I stopped, counted, and set down the wbole number 
that lay in separate flocks hefore thirty of the tents 
nearest to where I was, and then made an a,crage 
of their numbers for each tent, wbich were nine­
teen camels, eleven head of neat cattle, ~ ix asses, 
fifty-lil"e sheep, and fifty -two goats: the ',llOle of 
the horses within the douhar, I counted separately: 
they amounted to one hundred and eighty-six. I 
tbink the flocks I counted were a fair average of tbe 
whole, and I compute them accord ingly; that is, 
two thousand nine hundred and twenty-six camel 
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one huudred and eighty-six horses; eight thousand 
seven hundred and seventy sheep; eight thousand 
and eight" goats; and nine hundred and twenty 
asses :-they had besides a considerable number of 
dung-hill fowl~, and a great plenty of dogs. I also 
coupted the )Jumber of inhabitants occupying fifty 
tents, which averaged, including slaves and children, 
nine to a tent, or one thousand three hundred and 
eighty-six in all. These Arabs lead a past~ral life, 
and though the amount of their flocks, It first sight, . 
appears great, yet whim it is taken into view that 
their only employment is to feed cattle, in which 
consists thei,- whole riches or wealth, and their daily 
support, the number will not be considered as unrea­
sonably great. This dO\lhar Was said to belong to 
the Sheick Mohammed ben .!1bdela, a very old man, 
(whom I saw,) and to consist of his family only-if 
so, this Arab must have been very rich and power­
ful, even like Abraha)Il the patriarch, who had 
three hundred and eighteen senlants born in his 
own hOllse, able to go forth to war, (Genesis xi", 
14,) or like pious Job, who was pre-eminently bless­
ed w.ith flocks an<! herds, and ivas also, most proba. 
ply, an Arab: -
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CHAP. XXXII. 

Plte author s!"ps his companiolU all board a vessel/a); 
Gibraltar, and sets out !,i1Meif to travel by larul for 
Tangier- villallY of his Jew companion- Account 
of a great Moorish saint- Description of tfte Co""­
Iry-uf I"c lawns of cl Kseb~ah and Saffy· 

HAVING recovered my strength, so as to be able 
to undertake a journey by land, and being desirous 
of viewing that part of the empire of Morocco 
which lies between Mogadore and Tangier, and also 
to visit the American Consul General residing at 
that .place, in order to make elfectual arrangements 
for the redemption of the remainder of my unfortu­
nate crew, should they be yet alive, I shipped my 
tompanions on board a Genoese schooner that navi­
gated under the English fl ag, bound for Gibraltar, 
where I intended to meet them. I drew bills on my 
friend, Mr. floratio Sprague, of Gibraltar, for the 
amount of cash actually. expended by Mr. Willshire 
in obtaining our redemption, and in furni shing us 
with clothing, though he had given, both to me and 
my men, many articles of his own clothing, for wbich 
he would not receive payment, nor would be accept 
of any compensation for his trouble, for our board, 
nor for the extraordinary expenses incurred in con­
sequence of his exertions to render us every assist­
ance, as well a,s every service and comfort in his 
power, during tbe whole of our stay with him fol' 
abo ut two months. 

• 
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Elio Zagury, the Jew whom I have beCore men­
tioned, was also going to set out for Tangier by land, 
and as my friend did not wish me to be troubled with 
the arrangements for provisions, &c. on the road, 
he agreed ,"ith ' Zagury, for him to furnish me with 
every thing Decessary during the journey, except a 
bed, and paid him the amoun t agreed on, before­
hand, which t~as a handsome sum. 

On the 4th day of hn uary, 1816, all being pre­
viously prepared, the schooner sailed with Mr. Sa­
vage, Burns, Clark, and Ho'race on board. -Aftel' 
seeing her safe out of the harbour, I went, accom­
panied by Mr. Willshi re, ;nto the J ews' town, to the 
hOllse of old Zagury, where I took my leave 'of the 
.few pl'iest before ment;oned, aDd we proceeded 
without the northern city gate, where the Jews a~e 
permitted to mount their mules or asses. I th.en 
found that the mule all which I was (0 travel, was 
already loaded with two large trunks, one mattrass, 
and provisions in proportion, !lnd was told by 
Zagury that I must get on the top of this cargo, and 
ride the best way I could" as he should procure no 
other mule on my account. I was not at all pleased 
at this plan, but my ["iend told me it was only a 
Jew's trick,ond such a one as every man may expect 
to be served who has any dealings with those vil­
lains: he then ordered his owr, mule to be brought 
for me, which was ready saddled in '1he gateway, 
and kept there, I believe, for the purpose, antici­
pating deceit on the part of the,Jew; though in this, 
as in every other instance, he endeavoured to lighten, 
a~ much as possible, the weight of the obligations 

• 
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fre had laid me under. His mule was Olle of the 
ual1dsomest and linest I had ever seen-to bave re. 
fused riding it' at that time" would have been to 
doubt his friendship-so I wourited the mule, and 
pruceeded northward in company with Mr. Will· 
.hire and Lis t)'usty f"iend, Rais bel Cossim, Oil 
horseback. We rode on, conversing together for 
about two hours, along the sand·beach, when we 
stoppe~ a few mO(lleots, and took some refre~h­
ment.. It was there I took my leave of my bene­
factor. This painful parting, I shall not attempt to 
describe: a last look was at length taken, and a fina~ 
adieu uttered, when he rode back towards the city, 
and I pr~ceeded on my journey. We went silently 
along, and mounted up the bank: our company cou­
isted of young Zagury; an old Jew lla)l1ed David ; 

a Jew servant; two 1\1oors, who were the mule­
tee rs, and an imperial soldier for our guide, well 
mounted on a high.spirited horse, and fully armed: 
he was a fine.looking fellow, though half negro, and 
possessed all that suavity of manners, so conspicl!­
"LIS in a first·rate Moor or Arab. From thes~ sol­
diers, the emperor choo.e.s his Alcayds and officers 
for' the a,'OlY: if they only posses. talents ane( 
bravery, their colour is disregarded. The Jews 
called hltll Alcayd, by way of making themselvc~ 

appear 'ulOre respectable, and me they styled et 
Ti6ib del Sui Jan, or the Sultan's doc to,' . 
. \\' e proceeded on till near dark through a dreary 

('oltntry, when we CRme to the Ol(lluys, or tbree 
'prin~s; there we found a numher <>f travellers 
watering their c,"D!els, mules, and asses. Haviog 
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let our beasts drink, we turned aside a little to the 
south, in a ploughed field, near a few stone-houses, 
·and pitched for the . night. We had a bell tent, 
which was n very good one, made of two thick­
nesses of canvass; it was large enough to contain 
two bed-spreads out, and very tight, and left plenty 
of room besides for our other things. We had vyith 
l:1S a box containing tea, coffee, !mgar, &c. coals to 
make a fire, and all the utensils necessary f~r cook­
ing: so we had a cup of tea, and ate some coos­
coo-soo for our supper, and went to sleep very com­
fortably. The soldier and the muleteers slept out­
side the tent on the ground, wrapped up only in 
their haicks: this is the constant practice of the 
Moors and Arabs when travelling, and they wonder 
that people of other nations do not prefer that 
method to any other: they carry this custom so far, 
that many of tbe male inbabitants of .the cities 
sleep on the tops of tbeir houses (which are fiat) in 
preference to sleeping on their mattrasses under 
cover. 

At daylight on the morning of the 5th, all our 
company were in a bustle, being busily engaged in 
striking our tent, and loading the mules, while a' cup 
of coffee was preparing, and some eggs boiling for 
our breakfast; and we set off on our journey long 
before sunrise. We travelled along this clay on 
uneven ground, throug'h groves of Arga trees, which 
grew thereabouts spontaneously, and were thell 
loaded with the oil-nut of various sizes and colours, 
from a deep green through, to a lively yellow. The 
fIery shrubs and bushes among which our path lay, 
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we!'e 10 blossom, and diU:used a most delightful fra­
grance. We still heard the roaring of the troubled 
ore an, dashing against tbis inhospitable coast, and 
wh ich hau been constantly dinn ing my ears for moie 
than two mooths ; for it being urged towards this 
coast by the continual trade-winds, it never ceases 
its loud roarings, which may generally he heard at 
the distance of CrolB twenty to thirty miles from the 
sea. The Atlas mountains were sti ll in view, whose 
pointed lop.;;, now covered with snow, seemed to 
ghtter in the Sll n, though at a ' cery great distance. 
About sunset, we came near a yillage consisting of 
about twenty stone-houses, flat roofed , one story 
high, and as many more built with reeds or sticks, in 
form of a Sligar· loaf, with a small mosque or pl ace 
of worship in the midst. Near this village, which 
was not walled in, the firs t I had seen of the kind, 
we pitched Ollr tent, and soon after this was done, 
a great llumber of unarmed Moors, probabl) Jour or 
fl,e bundred, came by turns to look at us, amI in­
quire wbo I was. At tbe same time the owner of 
the village sent to tell us we were welcome, and tbat 
he was sorry it was not in his power to furnish bar­
ley for our mules, for his who le crops had bpen cut 
off by the locusts for the last th" ee yea rs: that he 
had bought twenty ducats worth that day, but it 
was a ll gone, as an unusual' number of traveller. 
bad called on him; however, he sent us a loin of 
good mutton, whicb I Was pressed to accept, and 
about two dozen of eggs: our Moors were al so sup­
plied with coos·coo-soo. I learned from Zagury, 
tbat this man was esteemed a great saint by all the 

3 N 
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Moors; that his name was Mohammed l lf actesba; 
that he taught all pi0us Moors who wished ·it,. ·to 
read in the Koran, and the Mohammedan laws; that 
he generally had from one to .three hundred 
scholars or students, who came from every part of 
the empire; that he taught all who came; and sup­
plied them with provisions gratis- that his wife and 
one daughter prepared the victuals and cooked for 
all those people without any assistance w~atever, 

which was considered by the Moors a continual 
miracle, and this, Zagury assured me, he for his 
own part firmly believed: that he entertained aJi 
travelle rs who chose to call on him, free of expense; 
but, added he, where all his property comes from to 
enable him to pay these enormous expenses, nobody 
knows. 

It was soon reported about that an English doctor 
was in the tent, and the old saint. sent and begged 
me to call and see him: so taking Zagllry with me 
to act 'as interpreter, I was conducted by some 
Moors to his presence, where I was welcomed by a 
withered old man, who was seated on a mat on tbe 
outside, and lea ning against the wall of his house­
it was the sai nt: he requested me to sit down near 
him, and then inquired of Zagul'y who I was: Za­
gury sa tisfied him on tbat point, and gave him be­
.ides a short sketch of my late disasters- the saint 
said, he was a friend to Christians and men of every 
other religion ; that we were all ~hildren of the 
same heavenly Father, and ought (0 treat each other 
like brothers; he also remarked, that God was great 
and good, and had been very merciful te> me, for 
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which ought to be thankfu l the remainder of my 
life. He nex t in formed me, . that he was very lame 
in his legs, occasioned in the fi rst place by a stone 
falling on one of his feet, that had lamed and laid 
him up for three or fOllr months, and wben be had 
.0 far recol-ered as to be able to ride out on bis 
mule, tbe animal fe ll down with hi m, and injured his 
lame foot and leg so much that he had not since 
been a91c to use it: this, he .aid, happened about a 
year ago, and witbin the last few months, his other 
leg b.ad become alfected, and he had now lost the 
use of both of them, which were extremely painful: 
he said he did not murmur at bis lameness, because 
be knew it came from God, and was a punishment 
for some of his sins; yet he hoped the Almighty 
woul,1 be merci(ul, and pardon his olfences, and 
permit him to walk again, so tbat he might take 
~are of his guests, and do more good in the world: 
he also told me tbat the number who were tben stu­
dying the Sacred ~ ritings with him, amounted to 
about three hundred. I examined his legs; they 
were very tbin, and yet seemed to be consuming 
with a feverish heat: no sk in was broken, and l 
concluded that he laboured under an inveterate 
chronic disorder, particularly as the joints were 
much swe ll ed. I asked him, if he had ever applied 
any thin l( as a remedy, or taken any medicine for 
this disorde r; he said, no, except that he bad bound 
some Arabic writing round tbem, furnisbed by a 
Ulun eminently skilled in the science of witcbcraft; 
that he had also kept them wet with oil, but had re­
ceived no benefit whatevor from either of those a~ 
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plications: he further said, be knew some 'meD 
were endowed with th~ gift of healing, and boped 
that I could prescribe something that would ease 
his pains. I told him, that 1 relt disposed tb render 
him ali the service in my power; that I would see 
what mndicille I had, and would consider of bi. 
case: then .assuming the air of a qll~ck doctor, I 
retired to my tent with a very thouglitful counte­
nance. Our conversation was carried on, by tbe 
bell' of Zagury as an interpt:eter. I realiy wi~bed 
to administer some relief to this good man, who lvas 
afflicted with such a painful disorder, and accord­
ingly prepared sOlUe soap pilis, which was the only 
medicine 1 had with me, and sent them to him, with 
directions how to take them. I also advised him to 
disconl;.nue the use of oil; to rhlb his limbs Ji'equently 
with (lannel-cloths, in order to promote the due cir­
culation of the fluids; to endeavour to walk avery 
day with tbe assistance of two men, using his legs 
as much as p05Sible, evell if thl'Y did pain bim, and 
to bind them up in fine salt every night, while the 
heat continued: this, I fancied, might allay the 
fever. I also directed a drink to be made for him, 
by boiling the roots of some particular herbs ill 
water, and thus forming a kind of decoction. Having 
explained the nature of his disorder to him, in the 
best manner I was nble, which gave him some ell­
couragement, r retired to my tent. Many of the 
Moot,S came and wan I ed me to prescribe something 
for theit· various disorders, which I did according to 
lhe best of my judgment, and the medicines I had 
within my power, Among the rest, was a poor clel. 
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gray-headed man; he came neal', and thrusting hi. 
head utlder the tent, cried out- T ibib, T ibib: (doc­
tor, doctor:) my guard was go ing to drive him 
away, but I told him to let him alone, that I might 
find out what ailed him, for he seemed to be in great 
distress-so I told Zagury to ask him what hip dis­
order was: this he made known without ceremODY­
he said, he had been a husband to three wives; that 
two of'them, who had died, loved him exceedingly; 
that his presen t wife w~s very young, fat, and hand­
some, and yet she was so cold, that notwithstanding 
all his caresses, she could not return his love: his 
case was,. indeed, a very plain one, but to prescribe 
a remedy, Deeded some reAection- so the Jew told 
him to go away, and return in half an hour. ,;Vhen 
he returned, I pretended to sympathize with him in 
his afflictions, and recommended that he should set 
her about no kind of work; thaI he should eptreat 
her kindly: feed her aD the dish ca lled Shanah; 
i. e. peas baked in an oven, and swimming in beef's­
marrow, with a plenty of soft boiled eggs and rich 
spices in her coos· coo-sao, &c. &c.-that he shou ld 
i.oin with hel' in all her repasts, and chew opium him­
self, if he could procu re any, and by no means to 
have in tercourse with her oftener than once in hvC) 
weeks. He promised very faithfully to obey my 
directions, though he did not seem to rel ish the last 
item of odvice; but I as.ured him, with much affect­
ed gravity, that I had done my very best; s@ he left 
me with a shower of blessings for my kindness, after 
hal ing bestowed two dozen of fre. h eggs on my 
Jew interpreter for his trouble. The Moors wh" 
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were the pupils of the saint, j oined in prayer, and 
chanted over sacred poetry for abO\lt an hour on ac­
count of his disorder, begging of God (0 heal their 
benefactor, &c. 

January the 6th, we st",rted early in the morning, 
after I had taken leave of the good .old man. We 
proceeded on our journey, descending the hills to 
tbe north about half an hour, when we saw one of 
the Moors wh~ waited on I.he old man the , night 
before, running after us, al,ld hallooing very londly ._ 
to make us stop, ,,·hicl.! ,,,e did, and he soon came up , 
bringing Z:igury's gold ",atch, which he had put 
under bis head the night before on the groHnCil where 
our tent ·was pitched, and had left it through forget­
fulness and haste: this watch, together with an ele­
gant gold seal, chain; and trinkets,. was worth, at 
least, three hundred dollars: the Moor generousiy 
refuseil any compensation for his trouble, and r told 
Zagury, it was well for him that the people where 
he left it were not Jews: to this he assen ted, and 
said that he believed that the saint was the most 
honest man in tbe world. 

Afte r trm'''lling about two hours in a northerly 
direction, w·e came ne~.r ' the rujns, or rather tIre 
walls ~f an old town or fortress-it was situated on 
the left bank of the river Tensift : the walls we re 
built in a square form ; were about one mile in cir­
cui t, !lnd flanked with thirty small towers, with em­
bra"Zures, where cannon might have been mounted. 
A part of the southern wall hac! fa ll en down ; it 
was yery thick, and within was nothing but a heap 
of stones and ruins. On inquiry, I was told by my 
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guard, that this town was built by the former Sul­
tan, ~idi flJohammed, in ordel' to secure a passage 
across the river, when the people of the province 
of \udah rebelled against him; that it was well 
galTisoned, and mounted with a great many cannon, 
and <,ailed el Ksc66a"; 01' the strong lion-like for­
tress; that it was dismantled bl tl,e present empe­
ror, wbo took away the cannon, and th a t the garri­
SOli a\ld all the inhabitants were destroyed a few 
years ago by the plague, since which no soul has 
\cnlured to !i\'e in it. \Ve rode 00, and crossed this 
stream, dignified by the name of ri ver, but which , 
jlJ ract~ is no more in the dry season than an Ameri­
can brook. Tlle coun lry, in its ,-alley, which i" very 
wine, is rich and level; is said to be overflowed in a 
r al.lY seaSOll, and was at tbis ttme cultivated in 
many parts. 'Ve went along its right bank, and 
.aw the site or ruins of ",hat is called old Swearah, 
on its left bank, near it s entrance into the sea: tbere 
are now only a rew huts and four saint-houses to be 
.een ; all the other parts of the town are buried in 
.and, blown from the sea-shore. The river, near 
its mouth, i ~ both dee p and w·ide, and the soldier 
said, it was once a considerable port, where ,'essels 
could ent er, but its mouth is now entirely dammed 
up with sand ; only leaving a small passage for the 
water, which rUIlS off in a shallow stream to the 
eea, over a beach of two hundred yards in breadth, 
and so high, that the tide cannot enter the river's 
mo uth. From the banks of this river, we proceed­
ed towards the sea-shore, and descending the high 
steep bank, we entered between it and the first bank 
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from the ocean, and travelled along a delightful in­
clined plane, about four miles in breadth: the sur­
face of this plane was covered with verdure, and 
fiowers of all the va,·iegated colours of the rainbow, 
resembling in appearance tbe richest Turkey carpet. 

About ihe midd le of the afternoon, we met a 
courier fourteen days froID Tangier; having an ink· 
hom and paper with me, I wrote by him a rew lines 
to my friend Willshire, and we p"oceeded , along 
t?wards Saff'y, pronounced by the na ti ves S'fee. 
This inclined plane was the most beautiful that can 
be imagined; speckled over with herds of cattle 
and numerous flocks of sheep, which were quietly 
grazing on its ri ch herbage. As it was the sixth 
day of the week, and the Jews with me were 
obliged by their religion to stop the seventh, during 
their Sabbath, I had a mind to pitch our tent on this 
delightful plain, and pass the Sabbath of rest, by 
reposing on its downy bosom, and inhaling its deli­
cious fragrance; but Zagury assured me it was not 
safe to lodge there, and that he must enter S'fee in 
order to recruit his stock of provision, for that a Jew 
could eat no kind of meat except it was killed by a. 
priest of his nation. He was exceedingly supersti­
tious, though educated in England, and we kept on 
towards SalTy. When in sight of the waUs of that 
city, we carne near a large saint-house, on a cliff 
neal' the so a's brink-here our soldier and muleteers 
made the Jews dismount, and pass this house bare­
footed, though at half a mile'. distance /I'om our 
path: he told me that the house was built over the 
remains of ~ g l!eat saint; that every man who was 
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lIot a Moslemin must walk past it barefooted; that 
people came to visit it from all quarters to be cured 
of tilei r diseases; but, added he, as you are a good 
man, and rery weak, you may ride past, but must 
pu y the saillt one dollar toward. keeping his house 
jn rcpair. I did not milch relish this mode of giving 
uway Illy money, amI told tbe soldier so; but he re­
plied, that no Christian must pa~s it without tbi s tri­
bute, and that it would be demanded from him on 
his entrance iota S'fee . I was convioced it was only 
a trick of his to extort money; but th",'e was no 
gellmg olf, and so I paid him the dollar, telling him 
at the sallle time [ should set it down as a debt to 
the saint's account, and presumed he would have Do 
objection to repay me in aoother world: " no, (said 
he.) that saint IVas ve ry liberal in this world , and 
will, no doubt, pay YOll botlI principal and interest 
in the other, and intercede for your admission into 
paradise in to the bargain :" he was a shrewd fellow, 
and understood my feelings on the subject perfectly. 

Aftel' the J ows had walked about a mile, tbey 
were ag~in permitted to ride. ',y e approached tbe 
city on its south-east or fortress side; .ome ruins of 
it. ancient walls were still I'isible, wbich pro\ ed it 
to have formerly been, at least, [our times larger 
than at present. It was near night, and we went 
round the fortress, which appeared to be very strong, 
and was defended by a double wall;. it is sit uated 
on an eminence, which not only commands the city 
that is attacbed to it below, but is a lso well situa ted 
for defending all the entrances into the town, and 
bas a good number of cannon malin ted on it: th~ 

~ a 



whole appears extremely weU calculateu for de­
fence, and I imagine it most originally haye beep 
cons tructeu by some eminent European engineer. 
A small brook of water nms from the east near the 
nor thern wall of the city. We entered it at the 
eastern gate, and proceeded through a crowd of 
spectators to the house of Zagury's Jew friend. 
The Jews were obliged to dismount, and walk into 
the city, but they allowed me to ride. Haxing en­
tered the court, (for the building was v~ry spacious, 
uut had very much decayed, and was fast crumbl ing 
to the ground ,) we ascended a broken staircase to 
the gallery of the first story, and were conducted to 
a small room that had been shut up, apparently, for 
a long time; the unhinged door and shattered win­
dow-shutter were, however, remol'ed to accommo­
date OUr company, and I took a peep into the apart­
ment; it was about teu feet square, and nearly filled 
with filth of almost eyer)" description; the whole 
fermenting in "ancid Argan oil, which far exceeded 
in scent the most stinking fish or blubber oil. The 
effluvia arising from this newly opened bed of nasti­
ness entering my olfactory nerves, was immediately 
transmi tted to tbe stomach, aoel brollght on an in­
stantaneous vomiting, which continued for about two 
hour. without intermission, until my stomach was 
completely empty, and it threw lip besides a consi­
derable quantity of fl'rsh bloud: this abominable 
stench cause,i nallsen even in the Je\l"s' stomachs; 
however, as there IVas no othor placo to lodge in. 
and the wealhel' looked likely for rain, they cleared 
out this chambrv, washed it with hot-water, anti 
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fumigated it a["terwards with burning charcoal and 
hrilUstone; Zagury taking care to observe, by way 
of recommendation, tLat this house was built by a 
Christian, and that its occupants, who were his 
fa ther's friends, were the most respectable Jews in 
S'fee. T he house was, indeed, large, and had been 
very commodious, hut its Jewish tenants, consisting 
of about twenty miseraWe dirty fam ilies, did not 
choos'l to lend nor let to us a better apartment, and 
after refreshing myself with a cup of strong tea, my 
stomach became composed, and I went through, in 
thQ course of the evening, their religious ceremo­
OIes, in company with the Jews, as I have before 
described. 

In SaR:v, the Jews live in company with, i. e. pro­
miscllous ly among the Moors in adjoining house •. 
On their Sabbath, all the men belonging to the 
house went to the synagogues, and the women, in 
the mean time, decked themselves in their best at­
tire: they had already stain~d the insides of their 
hands and fingers, between eveJ'y joint, and thei r 
finger.nails, yellow; had borrowed and put on fin<> 
ear-rings and necklaces of pearl and amber, and 
golden chains, golden hearts, and other trinkets ; 
the e hung down upon their naked bosoms: they 
wore bracelets on their ankles and wrists, and had 
put on clean linen, 01' rather, cotton chemises, which 
was to them a real luxury. Their hair, which was 
long aad black, was newly braided, and greased 
Qvel' smoothly with Argan oU: they had pain ted 
their eyes and eyebrows black, and the most of them 
'vore slippers: thlls tricked up in all their fiuerr, 
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two of the most handsome and stylishly dresseG 
damsels, with a number of the second-rate, came 
round to that side of the gallery where I sat quietly 
and alone , wri ting down notes for my journal: they 
fi rst expressed their wonder at my manner of wri­
ting from left to r ight ; then at the letters I formed, 
&c.-and having, by this method, succeedeU in divert­
ing my attenlion [rom what I Was about, the two 
smariest looking g.irls, who were ahout sixteen !lnd 
eighteen years of age, WIth quite pretty faces, and 
richly d)·essed, iq" ited me to go with theIt\ and ·see 
their fa tber's room: my cu riosity prompted me to 
comply, and I sllJfered them to lead me along into 
the il: chamber, where their mother, a very fle shy 
middle aged woman, was sitting on a maitrass; and 
as they had no other seat, they inv ited me to sit 
down on the same bed beside her. After due salu­
tations, tbe old lady left the room, shutting the door 
after her. The object of these sirens was to get 
money from me; but finding I IVas able to withstand 
all (heir temptations, they at last permitted l1~e to 
retire, but not before they had tried every indelicate 
art and enticement, of ",~ich they were complete 
mistresses, to eJfect their purpose. After I had ,Vilhc 

drawn from the room, I was shown into all the other 
apartme~ ts on that /loor, in succession, and (heir 
art ifices were still played oJf to win me, or ralhe r 
my l'ash, until, at length, finding that all their wiles 
proved abortive, they ne1(t had ·Fecourse to begging 
for money, but I had none to spare t,hem. 

The J ows in SalTy are very poor} anc) miserable; 
, hey we,e generally about half dlothed, and that 
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"ith lilthy rags. S~lry is a small place, and bas no 
trade; so that the Jews are bard put to it, and arc 
oblio-cd to re80rt to every base expedient in order 
to gain a mere subsistence. I could not but pit} 
their condition, and lament the depravity to which 
they an seemed to be prone, tbougb, perbaps, often­
lime. plunging into gui lt from sbee r necessity. 

This day I went in company with my guard to 
,iew the town and port of SYee: the town is small , 
anr1 strongly walled ill on all sides: the walls, for 
tbe most parl, are made of rough stone and lime, 
like those of Mogadore or Swcarab, except that 
part next the sea, which is laid up wilb large hewn 
stone, and appears very strong; the walls arc Ilank­
f'll "ith fOllr towers, besides tbe cl l(sebbah, on 
whirh cannon are mounted, and a battery at tb 
water-port. 1'he town lies yery low,. a..."J is sur­
rounded 00 all sides by hi ll s, and appears to be the 
receptacle of all the fil th of the COllntl"), near it. 
I ls streets are very narrow, crooked, irl'egu lar, and 
Dol paved: the houses are built of rough stone and 
lime; hale few windows next the streels; arc [fonl 
one to three stories high, and Oat-roofed; but, Jike 
the hOllses in the ci ties in Spain, haye a court, the 
mterior of ",hich serves for a stable. The public 
huildings arc three mosques, with high square to\\'­
"rs,and n large hewn stooe bui lding, formerly occupied 
,,s a cu,tolu-house, but now uninhabited and falling 
to pieces. The Jews hal"e also tweh·e small rooms 
for the purpose of worshipping, wbich they call 
synagogues. The number of inhabitants io SalTy i. 
'omputed at twenty thousand, that is, sixteen than 


