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owner of the horse by jugglers; and, as they pre-
tend, serve as a charm to ward off the effects of
“ evil eyes,” or witcheralft, in which they all believe :
the Moors and Arabs are so firmly attached to this
superstitious opinion, that they belieye both them-
selves and their horses are in imminent danger
without this favourite charm.

The Moorish and Arabian saddle, which I consi-
der to be the very hest that can be invented by
man to keep the rider steady in his seat, is fastened
on by a strong girth under the horse’s belly, and by
one round his breast, but without any crupper: the
stirrups are ngle of broad pieces of sheet iron or
brass, and for the most part plated with silver—the
bottom of themis as long as a man’s foot, so that he
can shift the position of his feet in them at plea-
sure :* they are kept exceedingly bright, and are
taken up short and tied to the saddle by braided
leather thongs; so that in order to support himself
firmly in his saddle, the rider has only to press his
feet to the horse’s sides, near his flanks; his knees
on the lower part of the saddle ; thus resting at five
points at one and the same time. The bridle is of
that kind which will either stop the fiercest horse
in an instant, or snap off his lower jaw—so that the
rvider has his horse under the most perfect command
possible.  This body of horsemen, thus mounted
and equipped, were reviewed by the Bashaw and

o Alcayd, or military and civil governors : there were
also five or six thousand foot soldiers assembled for
the same purpose : these were dressed in haicks and
red caps, and armed with muskets and daggers.
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After the review, the exercises began by a discharge
of seyenty-four pieces of cannon, mounted on the
different batteries about the city, and then followed
a kind of sham-light, which was begun necar the
northern gate, between two bodies of infantry: they
marched forward to the attack, and each poured in
an irregular fire, which was supported and kept up'
in almost one continual blaze by successive advan-
cing lines, until it seemed necessary to brmg fonpward
ﬂlh heavy cavalry,in order to arrest the progress of
a solid column of men, that kept slowly and con-
stantly advancing upon the opposmrr troops. The
expected signal was at length’ en : the whole of
the cavalry was instantly in mohqn. it advanced in
squadrons of about one hundred, in close order, and
at (ull speed, and seemed to fly like the wind : the
distance between the opposing forces, was near half
a mile: the horsemen shouting loudly, “/hah-hah!
hah-hah I raised themselves on their stirrups, took
a deliberate aim ‘with theic long muskets, when
within five yards of the enemy’s lines, and poured
in their fire while going at their greatest speed. I
expected they would inevitably dash in amongst the
infantry, and trample many of them to death; but
the moment the men had fired, they brought their
horses down upon their haunches, and stopping them
short, reined them instantly round, io make room
for the next approaching squadron, while the horses
of the first squadron walked steadily and leisurely |
backy giving time for the riders to reload their mus-
kets at their ease: thus furiously attacked by nus
merous squadrons, in quick:succession, and so close:.

s,




OBSERVATIONS DN AFRICA. 439

ly, the infantry was soon broken and dispersed, by
which means the cavalry remained apparent masters
of the field.

Nothing of the kind could exceed the ardour,
activity, and intelligence, displayed by those noble
looking horses; they seemed almost to fly to the at-
tack, and looked as if determined to rush through
the opposing host, and trample it to atoms; but
when the riders had fired their muskets, and the
horses were turned about the other way, they were
perfectly calm in an instant, and walked on leisurely
until. they were again faced round towards the
enemy ; then their eyes seemed to kindle with fire;
they pawed uplﬁ;dust, which they seemed to snuff
up into their wide-stretched mostrils, and into which
one might see, as they then appeared, nearly up to
their eyes : they snorted and pranced about in such
a manuer, that nothing short of the heavy and true
Arabian bridle could have been capable of checking
or keeping them in subjection, and nothing short of
the Moorish or Arabian saddle, could have prevent-
ed their riders from heing dashed against the ground.
The long spurs of the horsemen had gored. their
flanks, so as to make the blood stream out, which,
uniting with their sweat, formed a kind of streaked
froth, that nearly covering their sides, dropped
fast upon the ground, whilst the seyere working of
the bit upon their mouths, caused them to bleed pro-
fusely. The dazzling of their stirrups and arms in
the sun, the rattling of their spurs against their stir-
rups, and . the clashing of their arms against each
other; the beautiful appearances of the squadrons
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of horses; the cracking of musketry, and continual
shoutings of the mock combatants, produced an ef-
feet truly imposing, and I was of opinion that no
lines of infantry, of equal numbers, however well
formed and commanded, would be capable of with-
standing their impetuous and repeated shocks, when
actually attacked: this was truly a superb school
{Ul' ]l'hl'h('“)ill]\]lill.

Sidi Hamet, my old master; had borrowed and
mounted Mr. Willshire’s fine horse, and seemed to
be in all his glory while exercising him like the
others.  After they had nearly finished the sham
fight, he, together with a line of Moors, consisting
of about fifteen or twenty, commenced their last
carecr towards the enemy : they had a quarter of a
mile to ride, and all with long muskets in their
hands: they set off their horses ‘at full speed, in a
line, when on their seats; then tunﬁng over, tllcy
placed their heads upon their saddles, and rode with
their feet in the air, and their backs towards the
horses” heads for a considerable part of the distance;
then regaining their seats by a sudden movement,
they rose in their stirrups, fired off’ their picces close
to the wall, reined their horses around, and returned
again (o their post. Many of these horses were ex-
tremely fleet and beautiful, and seenxzd as much to.
exceed in spirit, strength, and courage, the ﬁrs‘t-rate
race horses I had ever seen in Europe or America,
as those fine animals excel the common old plough
lorse.

The Moors soon wear their horses down by hard
service, and then put them into mills to grind their
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grain, as there is scarcely such a thing as a wind or
water-mill wherewith to grind their breadstuff; to
be found in the Moorish empire. The mares are
never rode or worked, and are kept solely for the
purpose of breeding, and I found that what I had
considered as an exaggeratea account of the good
qualities attributed to the Arabian horse, fell far
short of his real merits; for, though the most
proud, fierce, and fiery of the horse kind, he is, at
the same time, the most docile of those noble ani-
mals. The true Arabian horse is about fourteen
hands in height; his body is long, round, and slen-
der; his hmb: small, clean1 and =t|awlxt he 1s square-
breasted and roum%]uartexed his neck well set and
slim, with a beautiful natural curve; his head small,
with a face inclining to a curye, from the top of the
head to the no;trlls, ‘with eyes full, bright, quick,
and intelligent—many of them are of a beautiful
cream colour, and ﬁequently spotted with black,
and vary in colour from a light sorrel, ﬂnourrh all
the shades of bay and chcsnm, to the dcepest jet
black; they are strong joinied, and full of sinew:
they are naturally docile,, and very active; but if
they become in the least vicious, they are doomed to
the mill for the remainder of their days. It was
with much regret I learned that these beautiful and
serviceable animals ‘could not be exported from
either the Moorish dominiens, or any other of the
Barbary States, without a él)ecial per mission, as a
private favour, from the reigning prince, which is
very seldom granted and only on partlcular and im-
portant occasions.
3L
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The Arabs inhabiting Morocco, live in tents, in
a wandering state: for the true Arabs will not he
confined within walls, and are a distinct race of men
from the Moors.” They keep large herds of cattle,
horses, camels, sheep, g goats, and asses, making ‘use
of the milk of all the females for butter and for
drink : they supply the cities with butter, which
they make by the simple process of putting the milk
into a goat-skin, the hair side in, hanging it-up by
the legs, and shaking it by the help_of a rope, by
whicl: it is fastened; when the butter is made, they
pack it, hair and all, into earthen jars that hold from
two to four pounds each, and m that state, carry it
to market without salting, selling the butter, jar, and
all, for a meve trifle: they cultivate nearly all the
plain land that is cultivated in the empire of Mo-
rocco, (as the Bereberies till the hilly country and
sides of the mountains,) except the grounds in the
immediate vicinity of the cities, which they do not
approach for the purposes of agriculture, those
being cultivated and dressed by the Moors and their
slaves. They live in families or sections of tribes,
and pitch their tents in c‘orfxpanies of from twenty to
one hundred and fifty tents, each tent containing-one
family: these tents, when pitched, are called a
Douhar ; they elect a chief to each of these dou-
hars, whom they dignify with the title of Alcayd or
Sheick, for the time being: their, authority, however,
is rather of an advisory than mandatory kind.
Near seed time, they remove and pitch thelr douhar
(or encampment) near the spot they mean to culti-
vate, and plough and sow the land with wheat.
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barley, corn, or peas: they fence in some parcels of
land with good high stone fences, particularly or-
chards of fig-trees, but for the most part they are
entirely open; the sowing being finished, they re-
move again, for the sake of pasture, to other parts
of the same province, in which they continue to re-
side, as they cannot move out of a province without
leave being first obtained from the emperor—thus
they wander from place to place, until near harvest
time; when they return and gather in their erops
which they have sowed, and which are considered
safe from the flocks, herds, and hands of other tribes,
by common consent or interest, as all rove about in
a similar way, having no fixed habitations; yet
sometimes one tribe sows, and another reaps the
fruit of its labour, but that is only done by force of
arms. 3 ;
The Moorish Arabs are rather below the middle
stature; of a dark complexion, resembling that be-
tween the mulatto and a white man, with long black
hair and black eyes; they are strong and healthy:
they wear round their bodies a woollen haick, which
does not cover their heads,and go without any other
clothing ; their legs and feet are generally bare;
their beards long; their cheek-bones high; their
noses regularly hooked ; their lips thin; and they
are as hardy a race of men as exists; perhaps, in-
deed, with the exception of the wandering Arabs.
The women wear a kind of a garment made of &
haick, through which they thrust their arms to keep
it up—it hangs down to their knees, and nearly
covers their breasts; they have a fold behind, like
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those living on the desart, in which they carry their
young children; they all stoop forward very much;
are treated by their husbands as mere necessary
slaves; are obliged to milk the cows, camels, mares,
goats, sheep, and asses; make the butter; and spin
and weave the tent-cloth and clothing by hand for
themselves and families. They both spin and weave
in the same manner as the Arab women of the de-
sart, and bring all the water they use, in large pitch-
ers on their shoulders, let the distance be ever so
great : they take care of, and help to draw the
water for the flocks of sheep, and goats, and herds
of cattle: but the men manage the camels and
horses. - They erind their wheat and barley in their
hand-mills, which are the same as on the desart and
in Suse, as already described, and they make cakes,
which they roast in the fire. The women are, in
fact, complete slaves: they are obliged to strike
their tents when they remove, and pack them on
camels, with all the other stuff that is possessed by
the family; to pitch the tent again, and pack away
the stuff, &c. &c. while the men take upon them-
selves to lord it over them, and drive them about at
pleasure, only looking after the flocks and herds,
and punishing the women and girls, if any are lost:
the men also plough and sow the land, and attend te
the reaping and threshing out the corn. The sickle
they reap with, is nothing more than a knife with a
blade of about a foot long, with the point bent in-
wards: the principal part of the labour in this busi-
ness, they also oblige the women to perform:

Their law permits them to have seven wives, but
it is recommended to them by their prophet to have
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only one, in order to prevent contention in the
family.  When they increase, however, in wealth
or substance, sthey need more help, and instead of
hiring or buying slaves, they take more wives ;. and
on this economical and agrecable plan, they make
out to manage the affaivs of their household. They
are the same race of people in appearance and man-
ners, as the Arabs of the desart, and have bartered
their liberty for the comforts afforded by a country
susceptible of cultivation. The Arabs are said to
Jiave - contintied migrating gradually from 'the de-
garts and other parts of Arabia into Africa, ever
since the irruptions of the first Saracens, by joining
themselves in small’ numbers to the returning cara-
vans which go yearly from ‘Morocco, Algiers, Tunis,
Tripoli, &c. on a pilgrimage to visit the tomb of
their prophet at Mecca. - These caravans carry
large quantities -of goods with them, and make a
trading trip of it, as well as a religious duty; and
many of the pilgrims return home very rich for
Moors.

CHAP. XXXI.
The present Arabs and ancient Jews compared.

Soon after I was seized on as a slave by the wan-
dering Arabs of the great Western Desart, I was
struck with the simplicity of their lives and manners,
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and contrasted ‘the cireumstances of their keeping
camels, living in tents, and wandennor about from
day to day, wnth the smxphc(ty of the lives of the
old Jewish patviarchs, who also lived in tents, had
camels, and wandered about from place to place;
possessed men-servants and maid-servants—that is,
they owned slaves; but as they for the most part
lived in countries where the soil was capable of cul-
ture, they also had flocks of sheep and goats, and
herds of cattle, and asses; yet the patriarchs lived
ina thirsty land for a part of the time, and.were
often in want of water, as well as of bread. My
mind was also strongly impressed with the similarity
between the patriarchal form of government, and
that prevailing among the Arabs at the present day,
which is, in the strictest sense of the word, paternal ;
the father of each family being its supreme and ab-"
solute head: the wandering Arabs will submit to no
other control, and they actually reverence  their
fathers and the old men of their tribe next to the
Deity himself, and pay, without the least apparent
compulsibn, the most cheerful and implicit obedience
to their orders and wishes. Wlen I became more
acquainted with the Arabs, I observed that the man-
uer of salutation between strangers was very much
“like that of the Jewish fathers, as recorded in Holy
Writ, and which also prevailed among the inhabit- -
ants of the country where they sojourned. When a
stranger approached an Arab’s tent, he first finds
out which way it is pitched ; then, going round until
he gets directly in (ront, he draws near slowly, until
within about one hundred yards, and stops, but al-
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ways with his weapon in his hand, ready for defence,
and then turns his back towards the tent: when he
is perceived l)y those in and about the tent, (who
are always upon the look out,) and they come forth,
he bows himsell nearly to the earth twice, and wor-
ships: upon which one from the tent takes some
water in a bowl, and advances towards him; this is
done by the head of the family, if he be at home, or
by his eldest son : if none of the males are present,
one of the women goes forward with her bowl of
water, or something else, either to eat or drink, if
they haye any; ift not, they take a slin, or roll of
tent-cloth, to make a shelter with for the stranger.
As they come within a few yards of the stranger,
they ask—“is it peace?” and being answered:in
the affirmative, they mutually say—¢ peace be with
you, with your father’s house, your family, and all

- you possess; —then touching the fingers of the right
ALY g g g

hands together, they snap them; and carrying them
to their lips, kiss them, which is the same with them
as to !siss each other’s hand; and thence, I presume,
is derived the compliment now in such general use
among the polite Spaniards, which is to say, in
salutmva gentleman, ¢ beso de usted las ‘manos’ —I
kiss youar hands, if alady, « I kiss your “feet.”
The Arab manner of worshipping the Deity, as I
have already described, is by bowing themselves to
the earth, and touching their faces to the ground :
after bowing to the ground six times, they say,
“God 1s great and good, and Mohammed is his holy
prophet:” this is their confession of faith. ~After
that, they offer up their petitions, that God will
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keep them under his special protection; that he
will direct them in the right way; that he will lead
them to fountains or wells of living waler; that God
will scatter their encries, and deliver them from all
those who lie in wait to do them mischief—that he -
will prosper then‘ Journeys, and enrich them with
the spoil of their enemics, &c. and they afterwards-
recite some poetry, which they call sacred. = Since:
my being redeemed, [ have been told that the form
of worship now in practice among those people, was
taught them by Mohammed; but as these forms de
not differ materially from the forms of worship prac-
tised by Abraham and the other old patriarchs, and
those of the people among whom they dwelt in the
land of Canaan and elsewhere, I am inclined to be-
lieve that the artful prophet did not change their
ancient mode of worshipping the Deity, but on the
contrary, sanctioned their long established custom,
which had continued among that singular race of
men ever since the time of Abraham; and that. the
only innovations or alterations he ventured to make
in that respect, were in appointing set times for per-
forming those religious duties; enjoining besides,
frequent purifications, by washing themselyes with
water, and thus inculcating cleanliness; so indispensi-
bly necessary to preserve health in hot countries, as
a religious duty. s
When travelling along the, great Desart, near its
northern border, we fell in with flocks of: sheep and
goafs, which were kept by the women and children,
who were also obliged to water them; and when,
after onr arvival in Suses while we were travelling

A
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on its immense plain, and many small cities or towns
weredn sight at the same time on every side, with
high stotie walls, gates, and bars, and I learned that
each one was independent, and under the command
or government of its own chief, who generally styled
himsell a prince; and when I heard the story of
the destruction of Widnah, and other devastations
committed by the wandering Arabs in their vicinity,
I could not avoid figuring to myself, and observing to
my companions at the time, that the country of
Suse must now resemble in appearance the land of
Canaan in the time of Joshua; both in regard to its
numerous little walled cities: its fertile soil; and in
mimy other respects; and that the frequent irrup-
tions of the hordes of wild Arabs from the desart,
destroying and laying waste the country, and the
cities they are ahle to overpower, bore a strong re=
semblance to the conduct of the ancient Israelites,
when led frowm the desarts of Arabia into the culti-
vated coun’qy near them with this difference, how-
eyer, that “the Israelites were then particularly
guided; supported, and protected by Divine power,
and consequently were enabled to act in unison, and
with decisive effect against those small, feeble, and
ill-constructed cities.

In travelling from Mogadore to Tangier, in the
empire of Morocco, and coming to those parts of the
provinces of Abdah and Duquella, which are entire-
ly peopled by Arabs living in tents, and in a primi-
tive or wandering state, (their tents being formed of
the same materials, and pitched in the same manner
as those of the Arabs on the desart,) I observed

3 M
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that these people were of a much lighter cémplexion
than those on the desart; but that circumstance, in
all probability, was owing to the climate’s being
more temperate; to their being less exposed to, the
rays of the sun, and better clothed ; yet their fea-
tures were nearly the same, and those of both-bear
a strong resemblance to those of the Barbary Jews;
who also haye black eyesand Arab noses, lips, hair,
and stature, and whose complexion is but a shade or
two lighter than fhat of the Moorish Arabs, which
is chiefly occasioned by their different modes of life,
the Jews all living in cities, and the Arabs in the
fields: the Jews, however, are stouter men than the
Arabs; owing, most likely, to the unrestrained inter-
course between the lusty Moors and the Jewesses,
&c. That these Arabs and those who live on the
desart, are the same race of men, I have not the
smallest doubt: their height, shape, eyes, noses, and
other features, together with their customs, man-
ners, and habits, bemq essentla]ly thg same. Be-
tween the Barbary Jews and the present Arabs,
there is only a slight difference in their religious
ceremonies and ‘behef, and both very much resemble
those forms which were followed by the old Jewish
patriarchs, and their fathers and- brethren, as re-
corded in the Book of Genesis. There is one more
singular coincidence between the customs of the old
Israclites and present Arabs, which, though seem-
ingly unimportant, I shall, nevertheless,%mention.
The Arabs, both on the desart and in Moroceo,
when they have occasion to go abroad from their:
tent, in order to obey one of the most pressing calls *
3
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of nature, always carry a stick or paddle with them,
in the manner and for the same purpose as is men-
tioned of the ancient Israelites in the twenty-third
chapter of Deuteronomy, the twelfth and thirteenth
verses. The men always sit*close to*the ground to
urinate, and compelled us, while slayes, to do the
same. :

In journeying through the province of Duquella,
[ learped from oceular demonstration what was
meant wheli certain personages are described in
Holy. Writ, as having an abundance of flocks and
Lerds, &c. We stopped, and pitched our tent one
night within a Douhar, which I found -in the morn-
ing to consist of one hundred and fifty-four tentss
they were pitched in form of a lollow square, and
about fifty yards apart, occupying a large space of
ground, and all of them facing inwards : before each
of thete tents, the owner had made his beasts lie
down for the night. I felt a desire fo know the
number of animals each man possessed, and in order
to make an estimate of the whole with correciness,
I stopped, counted, and set down the shole number
that lay in separate flocks before thirty of the tents
nearest to where I was, and then made an average
of their numbers for each tent, which were nine-
teen camels, eleven head of neat cattle, six asses,
fifty-five sheep, and fifty-two goats: the whole of
the hozses within the douhar, I counted separately :
they amounted to one hundred and eighty-six. I
think the flocks I counted were a fair average of the
whole, and T compute them accordingly; that is,
two thousand nine hundred and twenty-six camels;
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one hundred and eighty-six horses; eight thousand

seven hundred and seventy sheep; eight thousand

and eight” goats; and nine hundred and twenty

asses :—they had besides a considerable number of
dung-hill fowls, and a Lreat plenty of dogs. I also

counted the number of inhabitants occupying fifty

tents, which averaged, including slavesand children,

nine to a tent, or one thousand three hundred and

eighty-six in all. These Arabs lead a pastoral life,

and though the amount'of their flocks, ?% first sight, -
appears great, yet when it is taken into view that
their only employment is to feed cattle, in which
consists their whole riches or wealth, and their daily

support, the number will not be considered as unrea-
sonably great. This douhar was said to belong to

the Sheick Jdohammed ben Abdela, a very old man,
(whom I saw,) and to consist of his family only—if
5o, this Arab must have been very rich and power-

ful, even like Abraham the patriarch, who had

three hundred and eighteen' servants born in his

own house, able to go forth to war, (Genesis xiv.

14,) or like pious Job, who was pre-emirently bless-

ed with flocks and herds, and was also, most proba-

bly, an Arab: 7

o
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CHAP. XXXIL

Fhe author ships his companions on board a vessel fos
Gibraltar, and sets out himself to travel by land for
Tangier—uvillany of his Jew companion—JAccount
of a great Moorish saint—Description of the cowar-
tlry—of the towns of cl Ksebbah and Saffy.

Havive recovered my strength, so as to be able
to undertake a journey by land, and being desirous
of viewing that part of the empire of Morocco
which lies between Mogadore and Tangier, and alse
to visit the American Consul General residing at
that place, in order to make effectual arrangements
for the redemption of the remainder of my unfortu-
nate crew, should they be yetalive, I shipped my
companions on board a Genoese schooner that navi-
gated under the English flag, bound for Gibraltar,
where I intended to meet them. Idrew bills on my
friend, Mr. Horatio Sprague, of Gibraltar, for the
amount of cash actually expended by Mr. Willshire
in obtaining our redemption, and in furnishing us
with clothing, though he had given, both to me and
my men, many articles of his own clothing, for which
he would not receive payment, nor would he accept
of any compensation for his trouble, for our board,
nor for the extraordinary expenses incurred in con-
sequence of his exertions to render us every assist-
ance, as well as every service and comfort in his
power, during the whole of our stay with him for
about two months. i
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Elio Zagury, the Jew whom I have before men-
tioned, was also going to set out for Tangier by land,
and as my friend did not wish me to be troubled with
the arrangements for provisions; &c. on the road,
he agreed with Zagury, {or him to furnish me with
eyery thing necessary during the journey, except a
bed, and paid him the amount agreed on, before-
hand, which was a handsome sum. .

On the 4th day of January, 1816, all being pre-
viously prepared, the schooner sailed with Mr. Sa-
vage, Burns, Clark, and Horace on board. After
seeing her safe out of the harbour, I went, accom-=
panied by Mr. Willshire, into the Jews’ town, to the
house of old Zagury, where I took my leave of the
Jew priest before mentioned, and we proceedgd‘
without the northern city gate, where the Jews are
permitted to mount their mules or asses. I then
found that the mule on which [ was to travel, was
already loaded with two large trunks, one mattrass,
and provisions in proportion, &nd was told by
Zagury that I must get on the top of this cargo,and
ride the best way I could, as he should procure no
other mule on my account. I was not at all pleased
at this plan, but my friend told me it was only a
Jew’s trick, and such a one as every man may expect
to be served who has any dealings with those vil-*
lains: he then ordered his own mule to be brought
for me, which was readyssaddled in -the gateway,
and kept there, I believe, for the purpose, antici-
pating deceit on the part of the Jew; thoughin thisy
as in every other instance, he endeayoured to lighten,
asimuch as possible, the weight of the obligations
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lte had laid me under. His mule was one of the
handsomest and finest I had ever seen—to have re-
fused' riding it at that time,.would have been to
doubt his friendship—so I mourited the mule, and
proceeded northward in company with Mr. Will-
shire and Lis. trusty friend, Rais bel Cossim, on
hoyseback. We rode on, conversing together for
about two hours, along the sand-beach; when we
stopped a few moments, and took some refresh-
ments. . It was there I took my leave of my bene-
factor. This painful parting, I shall not attempt to
describe: a last look was at length taken, and a finak
adieu uttered, when he rode back towards the city,
and I proceeded on wy journey. -We went silently
along, and mounted up the bank: our company con-
sisted of young Zagury; an old Jew named David ;
a Jew servant; two Moors, who were the mule-
teers, and an xmpena] soldier. for our guide, well
mounted on a high-spirited horse, and fully armed :
he was a fine- looklng fellow, though half negro, and
possessed all that suavity of manners, so conspicu-
ous in a first-rate Moor or Arab. © From these sof-
diers, the emperor chooses his Aleayds and officers
for "the army: if they only possess talents ‘and
bravery, their. colour is disregarded.  The Jews
called him Alcayd, by way of making themselves
appear “wmore respectable, and me they styled ef
Tibib del Swltan, or the Sultan’s doctor.

We proceeded on till near dark through a dreary
country, when we came to the Omlays, or three
~ springs; there we found a number of travellers
watering their can}els, mules, and asses. Havi(g
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let our beasts drink, we turned aside a little to the
south, in a ploughed field, near a few stone-houses,
and pitched for the. night. We had a bell tent,
which was a very good one, made of two thick-
nesses of canvass; it was large enough to contain
two bed-spreads out, and very tight, and left plenty
of room besides for our other things. We had with
us a box containing tea, coffee, sugar, &ec. coals to
make a fire, and all the utensils necessary for cook-
ing: so we had a cup of tea, and ate some coos-
coo-s00 for our supper, and went to sleep very com-
fortably. The soldier and the muleteers slept out-
side the tent on the ground, wrapped up only in
their haicks: this is the constant practibe of the
Moors and Arabs when travelling, and they wonder
that people of other nations do not prefer that
method to any other: they carry this custom so far,
that many of the male inhabitants of the cities
sleep on the tops of their houses (which are flat) in
preference to sleeping on their mattrasses under
cover.

At daylight on the morning of the 5th, all our
company were in a bustle, being busily engagezd in
striking our tent, and loading the mules, while a cup
of coffee was preparing, and some eggs boiling for
our breakfast; and we set off on our journey long
before sunrise. We travelled along this®day on
uneven ground, through groves of Arga trees, which
grew thereabouts spontaneously, and were then
loaded with the oil-nut of various sizes and colours,
{rom a deep green through, to a lively yellow. The
gery shrubs and bushes among which our path lay,
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were in blossom, and diffused 2 most delightful fra-
grance.  We still heard the roaring of the troubled
ocean, dashing against this inhospitable coast, and
which had been constantly dinning my ears for more
than two months; for it being urged towards this
coast by the continual trade-winds, it neyer ceases
its loud roarings, which may generally be heard at
the distance of from twenty to thirty miles from the
sea. The Atlas mountains were still in view, whose
pointed fops, now covered with snow, seemed to
ghiter in the sun, though at a very great distance.
About sunset, we came near a village consisting of
about twenty stone-houses, flat roofed, one story
high, and as many more built with reeds or sticks, in
form of a sugar-loaf, with a small mosque or place
of worship in the midst.. Near this village, which
was not walled in, the first I had secen of the kind,
we pitehed our tent, and soon after this was done,
a great number of unarmed Moors, probably four or
five hundred, came by turns to look at us, and in-
quire who I was. At the same time the owner of
the village sent to tell us we were welcome, and that
he was sorry it was not in his power to furnish bar-
ley for our mules, for his whole crops had been cut
off by the locusts for the last three years: that he
had bought twenty ducats worth that day, but it
was «all gone, as an unusual' number of trayellers
had called on him;. however, he sent us a loin of
good mutton, which I was pressed to accept, and
about two dozen of eggs: our Moors were also sup-
plied with coos-coo-seo. I learned from Zagury,
that this man was esteemed a great saint by all the
3N
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Moors; that his name was JMohammed Ilfactesba ;
that he taught all pious Moors who wished :it; to
read in the Koran, and the Mohammedan laws; that
he generally had from one ‘to three hundred
scholars or students, who came from every part of
the empire; that he taught all who came, and sup-
plied them with provisions gratis—that his wife and
one daughter prepared the victuals and cooked for
all those people without any assistance Wl"latever,
which was considered by the Moors a continual
miracle, and this, Zagury assured me, he for his
own part firmly believed: that he entertained all
travellers who chose to call on him, free of expense;
but, added he, where all his property comes from to
enable him to pay these enormous expenses, nobody
knows.

It was soon reported about that an English doctor
was in the tent, and the old saint.sent and begged
me to call and see him: so taking Zagury with me
to act as interpreter, I was conducted by some
Moors to his presence, where I was welcomed by a
withered old man, who was seated on a mat on the
outside, and leaning against the wall of his house—
it was the saint: he requested me to sit down near
him, and then inquired of Zagury who I was: Za-
gury satisfied him on that point, and gave him be-
sides a short sketch of my late disasters—the saint
said, he was a friend to Christians and men of every
other religion; that we were all children of the
same heavenly Father, and ought to treat each other
like brothers; he also remarked, that God was great

32d good, and had been very merciful to me, for
b
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which I ought to be thankful the remainder of my
life. He next informed me, .that he was very lame
in his legs, occasioned in the first place by a stone
lalling on one of his feet, that had lamed and laid
hisa ap for three or four months, and when he had
so far recovered as to be able to ride out on his
mule, the animal fell down with him, and injured his
lame foot and leg so much that he had mnot since
been al?le to use it: this, he said, happened about a
year ago, and within the last few months, his other
leg had become affected, and he had now lost the
use of both of them, which were extremely painful:
he said he did not murmur at his lameness, because
he knew it came from God, and was a punishment
for some of his sins; yet he hoped the Almighty
would be mereiful, and pardon his offences, and
permit him to walk again, so that he might take
care of his guests, and do more good in the world:
he also told me that the number who were then stu-
dying the Sacred Writings with him, amounted to
about three hundred. I examined his legs; they
were very thin, and yet seemed to be consuming
with a feverish heat; no skin was broken, and F
concluded that he laboured under an inyeterate
chronic disorder, particularly as the joints were
much swelled. I asked him, if he had ever applied
any thing as a remedy, or taken any medicine for
this disorder; he said, no, except that he had bound
some Arabic writing vound them, furnished by a
man eminently skilled in the science of witchcraft;
that he had also kept them et with oil, but had re-
ceived no benefit whatever from either of those aps
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plications: he further said, he knew some ‘mem
were endowed with the gift of healing, and hoped
that I could prescribe something that would ease
his pains. I told him, that I felt disposed to render
him all the service in my power; that I would see
what medicine I had, and would consider of his
case: then assuming the air of‘a qu.ack doctor, I
retired to my tent with a very thoughtful counte-
nance.  Our conversation was carried on by the
help of Zagury as an interpreter. I really wished
to administer some relief to this good man, who was
afflicted with such a painful disorder, and accord-
ingly prepared some soap pills, which was the only
medicine I had with me, and sent them to him, with
divections how to take them. I also advised him to
discontinue the use of oil; torub his limbs {requently
with flannel-cloths, in order to promote the due cir-
culation of the fluids; to endeavour to walk every
day with the assistance of two men, using his legs
as much as possible, even if they did pain him, and
to bind: them up in fine salt every night, while the
heat continued: this, I fancied, might allay the
fever. I also directed a drink to be made for him,
by boiling the roots of some: particular herbs in
water, and thus forming a kind of decoction. Haying
explained the nature of his disorder to him, in the
best manner [ was able, which gaye him some en-
couragement, I retired to my tent. Many of the
Moors came and wanted me to prescribe something
for their various disorders; which I did accordina to
the best of my judgment, and the medicines I' had
within my power. Among the rest, was a poor old
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gray-headed man;. he came near, and thrusting his
head under the tent, cried out—Tibib, Tibib: (doc-
tor, doetor:) my guard was going to drive him
away, but I told him to let him alone, that [ might
find out what ailed him, for he seemed to be in great
. distress—so I told Zagury to ask him what his dis-
orderwas: this he made known without ceremony—
he said, he had been a husband to three wives; that
two of*them, who had died, loved him exceedingly ;
that his present wife was very young, fat,and hand-
some, and yet she wassso cold, that notwithstanding
all his caresses, she could not return his love: his
case wasyindeed, a very plain one, but to prescribe
a remedy, needed some reflection—so the Jew told
him to go away, and return in half an hour. When
he returned, I pretended to sympathize with him in
his afflictions, and recommended that he should set
her about no kind of work; that he should entreat
her kindly; feed her on the dish called Shanah;
i. e. peas baked in an oven, and swimming in beel’s-
maprow, With a plenty of soft boiled eggs and rich
spices in her coos-coo-soo, &ec. &e.—that he should
join with her in all her repasts, and chew opium him-
self; if he could procure any, and by no means to
have intercourse with her oftener than once in two
weeks. . He promised very faithfully to obey my
directions, thouzh he did not seem to relish the last
item of adyice; but I assured him, with much affect-
ed gravity, that I had done my very best; so he left
me with a shower of blessings for my kindness, after
having bestowed two dozen of fresh eggs on my
Jew interpreter for his trouble. The Moors whe
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were the pupils of the saint, joined in prayer, and
chanted over sacred poetry [or about an hour on ac-
count of his disorder, beggmg of God to heal their
benefactor, &c.

January the 6th, we started early in the morning,
after L had taken leave of the good old man. We
proceeded on our journey, descending the hills to
the north about half an hour, when we saw one of
the Moors who waited on the old man thé night
before, running “after Gs, and hallooing very loud]}(
to make us stop, which we did, and he soon came up,
bringing Zagury’s gold watch, which he bad put
under his head the night before on the ground where
our tent was pitched, and had left it through forget-
fulness and haste : this watch, together with an ele-
gant gold seal, chain, and trinkets, was worth; at
least, three hundred dollars: the Moor generously
refused any compensation for his trouble, and I told
Zagury, it was well for him that the people where
he left it were not Jews: to this he assented, and
said that he believed that the saint was the most
honest man in the world.

After travelling about two hours in a northerly
divection, we came near’ the ruins, or rather the
walls of an old town or fortress—it was situated on
the left bank of the river Tensift: the walls were
built in a square form; were about one mile in cir-
cuit, and flanked with thirty small towers, with em-
brazures, where cannon might have been mounted.
A part of the southern wall had fallen down; it
was very thick, and within was nothing but a heap
of stones and ruins. On inquiry, I was told by my
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guard, that this town was built by the former Sul-
tan, Sidi Mobhammed, in order to secure a passage
across the river, when the people of the province
of Abdal rebelled against him; that it was well
garrisoned, and mounted with a great many cannon,
cand called el Ksebbah ; or the strong lion-like for-
fress; that it was dismantled by the present empe-
ror, who took away the'cannon, and that the garri-
son apd all' the inhabitants were destroyed a few
years ago by the plague, since which noisoul has
ventured to live in it. We rode onyand crossed this
stream, diguified by the name of river, but which,
in fact, is no more 1w the dry season than an Ameri-
can brook. Tlhe country, in its valley, which is very
wide, is rich and level; is said to be overflowed in a
rainy season, and was at this tfme cultivated in
many parts.  We went along its right bauk. and
saw the site or ruins of what is called old Swearah,
on its left bank, near its entrance into the sea: there
are now only a few huts and four saint-houses to be
seen; all the other parts of the town are buried in
sand, blown from the sea-shore. The river, near
its mouth, is both deep and wide, and the soldier
said, it was once a considerable port, where vessels
could enter, but its mouth is now entirely dammed
up with sand ; only leaving a small passage for the
water, which runs off in a shallow stream to the
sea, over a beach of two hundred yards in breadth,
and so high, that the tide cannot enter the river’s
mouth. From the banks of this river, we proceed-
ed towards the sea-shore, and descending the high
steep bank, we entered between it and the first bank



464 CAPTAIN RILEY’S NARRATIVE.

from the ocean, and travelled along a delightful in-
clined plane, about four miles in breadth: the sur-
face of this plane was covered with verdure, and
flowers of all the variegated colours of the rainbo,
resembling in appearance the richest Turkey carpet.
About the middle of the afternoon, we met a
sourier fourteen days from Tangier; having an ink=
horn and paper with me, I wrote by him a few lines
to my friend Willshire, and we proceeded along
towards Saffy, pronounced by the natives S'fee.
This inclined plane was the most beautiful that can
be imagined; speckled over with herds of cattle
and numerous flocks of sheep, which were quietly
grazing on its rich herbage. As it was the sixth
day of the week, and the Jews with me ywere
obliged by their religion to stop the seventh, during
their Sabbath, I'had a mind to pitch our tent on this
delightful plain, and pass the Sabbath of rest, by
reposing on its downy bosom, and inhaling its deli-
cious fragrance; but Zagury assured me it was not
safe to lodge there, and that he must enter S’fee in
order to recruit his stock of provision, for thata Jew
could eat no kind of meat except it was killed by a.
priest of his nation. He was exceedingly supersti-
tious, though educated in England, and we kept on
towards Saﬂ'y When in S|ght of the walls of that
city, we came near a large saint-house, on a cliff
near the sea’s brink—here our soldier and muleteers
made the Jews dismount, and pass this house bare-
{ooted, though at half a mile’s distance from our
path: he told me that the house was built over tlie &
remains of a great saint; that every man who was

o

{
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wot a Moslemin must walk past it barefooted; that
people came to visit it from all quarters to be cured
of their diseases; but, added he, as you are a good
man, and very weak, you may ride past, but must
pay the saint one dollar towards keeping his house
dn repair. I did not much relish this mode of giving
away my money, and told the soldier so; but he re-
plied, that no Christian must pass it without this tri-
bute, and that it would be demanded from him on
his entrance into S’fee. I was convinced it was only
a trick of his to extort money; but“there was no
getting off, and so I paid him the dollar, telling him
at the same time I should set it down as a debt to
the saint’s account, and presumed he would have no
objection to repay me in another world: ¢ no, (said
he,) that saint was very liberal in this world, and
will, no doubt, pay you both principal and interest
in the other, and intercede for your admission into
paradise into the bargain:” he was a shrewd fellow,
and understood my feelings on the subject perfectly.

After the Jews had walked about a mile, they
were again permitted to ride.  We approached the
F‘ city on its south-east or fortress side; some ruins of
=its ancient walls were still visible;” which proved it
~ to have formerly been, at least, four times larger
%' than at present. It was near night, and we went
round the fortress, which appeared to be very strong.
©  and was defended by a double wall; it is situated

on an eminence, which not only commands the city
% that is attached to it below, but is also well situated
¥ for defending all the entrances into the town, and

has a good number of cannon mounted on it: the
3o
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whole appears extremely well calculated for de-
fence, and I imagine it must originally have hees
constructed by some eminent European engineer.
A small brook of water runs from' the east near the
northern wall of the city. We entered it at the
castern gate, and proceeded through ‘a crowd of
spectators to the house of Zagury’s Jew friend.
The Jews were obliged to dismount, and walk into
the city, but they allowed me to ride. Having en-
tered the court, (for the building was very spacious,
but had yery much decayed, and was fast crumbling
to the ground,) we ascended a broken staircase to
the gallery of the first story, and were conducted to
a small room that had been shut up, apparently; for
a long time ; the unhinged door and shatteregi win-
dow-shutter were, however, removed to accommo-
date our company, and I took a peep into the apart-
ment; it was about ten feet square, and nearly filled
with filth of almost every deseription; the whole
fermenting in rancid Argan oil, which far exceeded
in scent the most stinking fish or blubber oil.  The
effluyia arising from this newly opened bed of nasti-
ness entering my olfactory nerves, was immediately
trangmitted to the stomach, and brought on an in-
stantaneous vomiting, which continued for about tio
hours without intermission, until my stomach was
completely empty, and it threw up besides a consi-
derable quantity of fresh blood: this abominable
stench caused nausea even in the Jews! stomachs;
hoquer, as there was no other place to lodge in,
and the weather looked likely for rain, they cleared
out this chamber, washed it with hot-water, ang
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fumigated it afterwards with burning - charcoal and
brimstone; Zagury taking care to observe, by way
of recommendation, that this house was built by a
Christian, and that its occupants, who were his
father’s friends; were the most respectable Jews in
B'fee. The house was, indeed, large, and had been
very commodious, but its Jewish tenants, consisting
of about twenty miserable dirty families, did not
choose to lend nor let to us a better apartment, and
after refreshing myself with a cup of strong tea, my
stomach became composed, and I went through, in
the course of the evening, their religious ceremo-
nies, in company with the Jews, as I have before
described.

In Safly, the Jews live in company with, i. e. pro-
miscuously among the Moors in adjoining houses.
On their Sabbath, all the men belonging to the
house went to the synagogues, and the women, in
the mean time, decked themselves in their best at-
tire; they had already stained the insides of their
hands and fingers, between every joint, and their
finger-nails, yellow; had borrowed and put on fine
ear-rings and necklaces of pearl and amber, and
golden chains; golden hearts, and other trinkets;
these hung ‘down upon their naked bosoms: they
wore bracelets on their ankles and wrists, and had
put on clean linen, or rather, cotton chemises, which
was to them a real luxury. Their hair, which was
long and black, was newly braided, and greased
oven smoothly with Argan oil: they had painted
iheir eyes and eyebrows black, and the most of them
syore slippers: thus tricked up in all their finery,
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two of the most handsome and stylishly dressed
damsels, with a number of the second-rate, came
round to that side of the gallery where I sat quietly
and alone, writing down notes for my journal: they
first expressed their wonder at my manner of wri-

ting from left to right; then at the letters I formed, .
&c.—and having, by this method, succeeded in divert- )

ing my attention frem what i was about, the two
smarfest looking “girls, wlho were about sixteen and
cighteen years of age, with quite pretty faces; and
richly dressed, invited me to go with them,y and see
their fathicr’s room: my curiosity prompted me- to
comply, and I suffered them {o lead me along into
their chamber, where their mother, a very fleshy
middle aged woman, was sitting on a mattrass; and
as they had no other scat, they invited me to sit
down on the same bed beside her. After due salu-
tations, the old lady left the room, shutting the door
after her. The object of these sirens was to get
money from me; but finding I was able to withstand
all their temptations; they at last permitied me to
retire, but not before they had tried every indelicate
art and enticement, of which they were complete
mistresses, to effect their purpose.  After I had with-
drawn from the room, I was shown into all the other
apartments on that floor, in succession, and their
artifices were still played off to win me, or rather
my cash, until; at length, finding that all their wiles
proyed abortive, they next had‘recourse to begging
for money, but I had none to spare them.

The Jews in Safly are very poorf and miserable ;
they were generally about half nqothed, and that

o
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with filthy rags, Saffy is a small place, and has no
trade; so that the Jews are ‘hard put to it, and are
obliged to resort to every base expedient in order
to gain a mere subsistence. I could not but pity
their. condition, and lament the deprayity to which
they all seemed to be prone, though, perhaps, often-
times plunging into guilt from sheer necessity.

This dax I went in company with my guard to
siew the town and pont of S'fee: the town is small,
and strongly walled in on all sides: the walls, for
the most part, are made of rough stone and lime,
like* those of Magadore or Swearah, except. that
part next the sea, which is laid up with large liewn
stone, and appears \'e'ry strong; the walls are flank-
od with four towers, besides the el Ksebbuh, on
which cannon are mounted, and a battery at the
water-port. The town lies very low, and is sur-
rounded on all sides by hills, and appears to be the
receptacle of all the filth of the @ountry near it.
Its streets are very narrow, crooked, irregular, and
ot paved: the houses are built of rough stone and
lime ; have few windows next the streets; are {rom
one to three stories high, and flat-roofed; but, like
the houses in the cities in Spain, have a caurty the
interior of which serves for a-stable. The public
buildings are three mosques, swith high square tow-
ers,and alarge hewn stone building, formerly occupied
a5 a custom-house, but now uninhabited and falling
to pieces. The Jews have also twelve small rooms
for the purpose of worshipping, which they call
synagogues. The number of inhabitants in Saffy is
computed at twenty thousand, that is, sixteen thou:

)



