

































































































































































































































































































































































s pagsage from childhood to puberty;

ours the Kle Krohos, and Gbulblas have,

s tell me that all ideas about menstruation

sex knowledge is gathered by girls from their

_who have already had the experience. Parents

i such matters with their daughters. There L

of & girl having her first menstrual flow while
Instead of reporting this to the class teacher,

ormed her friends. During the recess they took :

-t,b T‘f.i’xe honse of one of the girls, where she had her

. ?gs{hd‘herisoiled underwear, waited for it to dry,

‘came back to shoonl in the af‘i:ernoon. Tt was :

'itime before the headtescher's dsughter informed

BT ‘When I agked the girl whether she informed

m@her, she told me that she did not do so, One girl

“".ha‘t their mothers are not interested in such things.

g this period the girl's attitude towards dressing

. ehanges & lot. She wasftes more time before

glass, uses a lot of face powder, uses charcosl

=
| been used to, They become eware of an awekening

“lﬁ sex and the ert of coquetry. Every one around

you swept the kitchen up to this time. Do you
"ﬁ"! big woman" 1like you should behave in such a




secret dealings are confided to & W

her hair is pleated. Whenever she mis-
pointe out to her that she ought to

- she 1s now old., In fact this Seems to be

Her

rtailed, and whenever she does so, it is a private
Tn the soclal sphere the new adjustments are no

'ipént. The dependent relation to the family

as thg importance of friends outside the family

* physical growth, for I saw girls of fourten, fifteen
teen in.one case under pregnsncy. Sex becomes a
great interest and urgency. The greater majority

in sexual intercourse during this period. Parents

F&ie adults, No emphasis is placed on chastity, and
th adolescent sex activities Scem to be unsanctioned
arents, there is a genersl aétitude of non-chalance.
"not et all interested in what poes on. As the

to leave for the father's house most nights,

@as ample opportunity to stay out for most part

he night.

i &8 in the case of the girl, the boy has no puberty

Although eircumcision is & necessity, it iz not

or ceremoninl rite, It only gives the boy the

town.




1o
|
1
. The operation is psrformed as early as possihls, more *
often just a week or two after birth, During the time W

af sdoleacence, he takes greater interest in himself, He

wagtes a lot of time over his hair and fsce, He is fond i

»0f coloured pairs of drawers, on which such words or '

' l
- phrases are knitted, "I love you," '"Love is great." }\

I "Darling forget me not." Although these are worn under the

familiar togalike cloth, the words are made to show to the |

Interested maze of the girls around, Others had names i
Iike "Roy Ankrah", "Joe Louis", "Roy Rogere" on theirs, N
I had ‘no examples of adolescents' love for a j
|

remote object. Confidences about early love, are given
ave |
1o best friends who *= usually asked to spy on the lover, |
4 b
Adolescence is regarded ass A happy time, and adylts always L
refer to them as the happiest days of their lives. {
H
y |
¥

This was found with one
of the boys in the only Mid-
dle School in the town. The
girl is his girl-friend he 1
says. Both have reached
adolescence.




called a person. If 1t dles before the.

- two womenfrom ‘the father's lineage take the child

father's house, ¥Where there are assenbled relatives

p éﬂda’ ‘of both parents.

swa, tswa tswva omanye sba Yao
Yao
Yao
Yao
Yso
Yao
Yzo

Yao
Yao

Yeao
ALl Yao
bu wodde nu Yao
‘Wwodzu wokodzii ano adzowo Yao
tan le syilon Yao
le koyo tswes ni owieo owon mli Yan
Y80
Yao

ni aatso le, ni ewis
—a 1la alo moni tano ske

Yao 3
Yao
Yan




!’amily forgive

~ cal forgiven '
Y a'esp ct the world - Amen
s head Life 1Ty Amen
s head Life . Amen
make a circle, may
be complete _Amen
a well mey we comes upon water Amen
yater to bath our joints may
Amen
may it be white clay Amen
may it be onr slave Amen
1ike the blowing wind,
n your word Amen
; you have not seen Amen
bt you have not heard , Amen
ipect Gd. does not lie Amen
f any witch or sorcerer is passing
ks what we are doing and they tell
d he says sny evil word or wishes that Ea
e 11d 1ying here should die, _
L this blessing be to his bless? Oho! p
M'Wednesday and Sunday ki1l him Tet him die
hoot upon his head Ho-0=-0
happiness come . Amen
' voices one ? Amen
Let heppiness came, Amen

¥ i g
en the child is 1laid nsked on the ground near the

S. -~ Then the fodfather' takes water in a oslabash and
it three times on the roof, so that it trickles
the child like rain, This is to introduce the

to the rain and to the earth.

Yao
Yao

O Yao
6 bo A1 one hedzole das ¥a0

Amen
Amen
Amen

Amen

‘am impres,ﬁihx; you with my character), He then
e right foot saying, "Ko mi nane' (Tzke hold



> and telling the child to o
ing a few bad points ani caut

ne and rum i then served. Later on gifts

‘lothing are given and the people depart,
now a member of the family end has got his

CTRCIMCISION : »

but usuai‘ly in sarly infancy. There is nowadays

emony connected with this but formerly the operation

boy w._as old enough to recite the appropriate

mself, Nowsdays relatives'give the boy pennies -

Spr

now a man, having borne pain.' Uncircumeised hoys

[
devided by their friends. Tt also gives him the right

»%ig wes 8 means of identd fying prisoners and

I
a-m“ihg WBrs. At the same time three 1ittle cuts

~ When two children die in suee=ssion

. 8o prevent the next from dying also by




= him, sometimes returning him to the

~ Gbobalo children are never given a

bul some foreign name instead.

cuTIpREN o T8 Gops.

| born in enswer to preyer to one of the gods
thet god's name, and remeins the special property
until puberty, when it is 'taken out' or set

god"s, woyo or wulomo (priest or priestess).

rested with special consideration, though he is not
S

wmch of as twins. He 1s given an annuzal yam-

'THE' SEVENTH CHILD.

ed Ason, is alsoc specially regarded; he is given

i‘efﬁeBSF gpnd is much favoured.

ADTOTET: p X AT,
believed to be incarnations of Azemawodzi
I ] ¥ into shief's families and




1led Oko end Akuete if boys, and Akwele
o Lelieven ToineTs e same spirit as
s 8 savege kind of wild cow. A special ceremonial
‘at their Kpodziemo ceremony: each is given a
ay pot in which various offerings are put. After
2, when it is clear that the twins are going to
e" th, these vots are exchanged for a pair of two
-fﬁéﬁiéefortl':' the twins' most favoured treasnred

A if one of them beats the horl;ls together crlling
mame, that person will die, When 2 twin

- other twins become possessed for several hours

- the spirit of the 'wuo'. Twins are given an annual

or yam-feast of thanksgiving, held by anyone who

1on than those of the same SeXy A twin married to
'lg;i,v; .is also a powerful combinstion, If a twin

. remaining one is helieved to have spescial power

\ now his a conflederate among the dead,

& are considered to have some sort of divine

y never bring misfortune to their family; never-

-lps not really welcomed as they are said to

and hard to bring up: their wishes mist never
they cause much anxiety to their parents.

L]
orn after twins is named Tawia and is

[ T






‘had been forbidden by God from doing so. Ananse

then collect them and send them to his wife for their

By this means Anense was able to eat a lot of his

& goat and other animals became alarmed mnd thought

5 to get.Ananse!to put a stop to his behaviour.

at then hit on an idea, He went and fetched a long

As usual

'ern'. to the place early in the morning and started

- A1l of a sudden when he ralsed up his head he sew

'%@é.l,_gg' passing by without anyone carrying it. For

than -a’ne.hour the log passed. Ananss became worried.

) a d not think sbout what wss happening, for he knew
Mﬁa be the result. For the next half hour the log
~passsd. Ananse could np more hear it. His curiosity

aroused bevond bounds, He shouted, "Ah, who on !

e

has fetched such a firewood, In 411 my life, T have
'

P!
e

such & thing. If one man should have all this

for the rest of us 2"

dpwn anid died, The gosat

b b

r the log, and with the rest of the animals 1
ked him, snd ate, Had it not H



Adje1 Sowek (6 Groes

& boy who was always discbeying his

evening he stole threenence and went out to

‘was late in returning home. On his way

a wolf chased him, When he ran home-he found
oor was locked. He ran to his father's house the

J‘{a' j.é‘pked. ‘He ran to his sister's house the gate

‘locked, He ran to his brother's house, there too

te was locked. The wolf caught him and ate him.

1ike to become Kwame Nkrumsh. To give

cnlldv 1ike to have a sewing machine. T want to

[ P i

~ be s seamstress,
L :

CRIPTION - v

(Age 6 years)

. 1 ﬁgthe*’:‘ is 8 fishermen, My mother is a fishmonger.
iam:tﬁu girl, T am fair-coloured., When I grow |
Iman-y the King of England's son, bscause he can
. me everything T want and he is a white man, T shall g
T shall build a house |




¥y mother does not love

says T am too troublesome. T do not like school

47 always quarrel with my brothsrs when we are |

) mhey dn not glve me plenty fish so T steal some.

wanti to Become a lady ani work in an office affer

Ling. T help myv mother at home.



o :we Zbe Anagmi}yﬁ‘bi o
3 gbe k\nagémyebil e

ir staple food is gari
given 'dzidzi' to eat when he ‘

Teshie.

killed him and not illness as it is supposed.
0 you. bush cows .

~ You ha,.e ki11ed the. Yoruba ehild,

e g'bomo eke-fe too, Vag‘bP gZbomo
qg‘Be ghomn ake—fe too yasghe gbomo.

‘iea’ a peraon and presented it as matton
. Killed g person and presented it as mutton.

PROVERBS

monkey says: Seelng is belleving

- one hefore we say two.

fonl is not a fool.

ie'i’ne used in curing yaws cannst cure leprosy.

ortnise has safd: "Ones day will be Friday”.

ne '&'ﬁen thorns from his scles while still
the thorns.



of South Africa: By Schapera,

¢ AT, & G.M. Culwick.

among the Tallensi. By Fortes. Py

2 peoples of Northera Rhodesia: ,E‘.’\’v".‘,' I
_ A, M. Dale. Vol.TT, -

J. H. Weeks.

i
Village - Puell Quain,

: ) AsP. Armstrong.

pl e;?nﬁ‘ Eé:i‘.gysia ~ Fay — Cooper Gole. i 1

Childhood - Kiad. - "

d: Eastman,

, L i

- Afrlcan Today and Tomorrow - Westermann. g
ive — Bustace Chesser '

L )

in New Guinea - Margaret Mead. ‘,

; %

h

uba=speaking People - Ellis,

in Taleland - ;1
Fortes. 1
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