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popularized through media publicity to communicate to voters the idea of the choice of 

God, and the one to be voted into office. Thus, traditional mechanisms for inspiring 

patronage were transformed through the adaptation to contemporary mechanisms.  

Band stand music, electronic amplification, rally platforms and mantra couched 

in contemporary catchwords as for example e dey bee,83 among others were heard. 

Contemporary political mobilization mechanisms such as IT, social media and print 

leaflets reshaped the traditional methods of publicity namely adverts, posters, 

billboards, crowd sponsorship etc. to boost the rallying call to political rallies. Gyampo 

(2017) tells more on this development in Ghana.    

The re-symbolization of music followed interesting trends and these are hereby 

described with generic evaluations.  Profane artists adopted church hymns and tunes 

presumably to rebrand their choice candidate for massive endorsement. This attempt at 

image transformation was indicative of the sense of re-symbolization with familiar 

cultural objects and notions that tended to colour the understanding of religion and 

politics interaction.   

The sacred artists deployed the invocation of scriptural prophetic narrative and 

proverbial language. The objective was twofold, the promotion of their favoured 

candidate, and a counteraction of the compositions and campaign of opponent artists 

and their candidate. This was not in the propagation of the gospel but of politics. Hence, 

a conflation of religion and politics was forged to achieve persuasive ends. The use of 

music as a persuasive mechanism was suited to the practice of mmomome to resonate 

tradition. The matching of music with mmomome albeit, was tinged with modernist and 

biblical perspectives in the re-symbolization of cultural materials.    

 

                                                 
83 See John Mahama Dey Bee Song – izaquryxub.ga – coming.   
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 5.4  Summary  

In this chapter, the psycho-social understanding and subtle representations of  

the interaction has been laid bare. Thereby the manifestations, responses and 

participation in the interaction that mediated political culture, internalized behavioural, 

anthropological and structural issues were scrutinized. The concept of verstehen aided 

the attempt to dig into the psyche and behaviour behind the 2016 interaction. Through 

social memory analysis, the burning issues of 2016 that engaged the interaction such as 

dumsᴐ, joblessness, insolvency of the financial sector, rocketing national debt and the 

rest as discussed were recalled. The 4th Republican discourse was invoked to 

background and lend rich insight to the interaction of 2016. The subtle variations in the 

self-presentation of the interaction i.e., political culture, ethno-historical re-experience, 

eulogization and ideologization rewards, a class of cultures and cultural materials re-

symbolization were pursued to tease out its nuances. 

Instances of re-symbolization in 2016 were identified with a reshaping of 

curse/duabᴐ,84 toaso - an ethnic mantra and the skills of the performative arts through 

the usage of highlife and gospel songs. Hence, culture industry elements (Horkheimer, 

2002, p. 288) namely entertainment and the mass media were deployed for political 

gain. 

  

 5.5.  Conclusion  

Religion and politics interaction in 2016 as at other times was more than a mere 

formal rhetorical exchange. It embodied a synthesis of the literal and figurative 

expressions. The expressions identified symbolic, semiotic and metaphorical functions 

of traditional and contemporary values. The forceful articulation of thought and notions 

                                                 
84 The NPP invokes curses to deter its members against bribery from its opponents, the NDC, to vote 

against the candidates of the former (Ultimatefmonline, 2016).  
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of religion and politics for intended ends, fulfilled the utility of those expressions. 

Through the display of religion and politics culture, political identity and social memory 

saw their revitalization again in 2016. The interaction served as a communicative 

platform for reaching out to the electorate in 2016 presidential election in Ghana. Thus, 

its manifestation brought a re-awakening and consciousness of citizen responsibility. 

Hence, the need to make an electoral decision and the exercise of personal franchise 

were drummed up also by courtesy of the interaction.   
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CHAPTER SIX  

FIELD INVESTIGATIONS, OBSERVATIONS AND RESEARCH  

FINDINGS  

 6.0  Introduction   

In this chapter is the reporting of investigation of the research. It was ensured 

that participants and institutions were treated with ethical considerations in mind as 

taught by Burns and Grove (2001, 58). In that understanding, participants were briefed 

and informed about the purpose of the study, significance, risks, benefits and 

obligations of the researcher and participants (Ary et al., 2006, pp 588-9). Also, 

participants were assured that their views would be treated with confidentiality to ensure 

their safety. Thus, voluntarily informed individuals not as competent though (Ary et al., 

2006) were drawn as participants and respondents. Reporting of data was done in phases 

and has reflected qualitative and quantitative outcomes elicited through the application 

of survey questionnaires, FDGs and in-depth interviews. Tables have aided the 

presentation of data for clarification and easy analysis.   

  

 6.1  Quantitative Data Display  

A survey, was conducted in seven regional capitals in Takoradi, Cape Coast, 

Ho, Koforidua, Accra, Kumasi and Sunyani. Each capital city had ten respondents 

within the middle and upper strata of society participating. All questionnaires were well 

filled and returned.  
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6.1.1  Survey Questionnaire85   

 

The survey posed three questions, the answers of which have each been 

presented in a table to depict frequency and percentage points. Each specific question 

has captioned a table with answers as below:  

Question 1.   How may one explain religion and politics interaction of 2016 

presidential election of Ghana? 

 

  Response  Frequency  Percentage   

It was a display of public speaking.  24  34.29  

It is an usual exercise more observed at 

election season.  

19  27.14  

Interchange between religion and politics in the 

public interest.  

21  30  

I cannot explain because religion and politics is 

not clear to me.  

6  8.57  

If there are reasons other than above, kindly 

state them behind the questionnaire.  

-  -  

Total   70  100  

  

Table 6.1  

 

  

 

  

                                                 
85 The survey questionnaire was semi-structured guided, with questions accompanied by alternative 

answers, out of which the best answer was to be selected. See it in full in Appendix I, p. 217.  
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Question 2.   Why was religion and politics interaction of Ghana’s 2016 

 

presidential election of concern to many citizens? 

   

 

Response   Frequency  Percentage  

It was about the worry that voters were again going 

to be deceived by politics.  

17  24.29  

There was the need for the change of government, 

although this was in doubt.  

29  41.43  

If the electoral issues of 2012 re-occurred, it could 

trigger a war.  

15  21.43  

The worry that change of government would not be 

helpful.  

9  12.85  

If there are reasons other than above, kindly state 

them behind the questionnaire.  

-  -  

Total  70  100  

  

Table 6.2  
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Question 3. Based on Ghana’s 2016 presidential election, how may future 

  religion and politics interaction be more beneficial to the 

 country?    

  

Response  Frequency  Percentage  

Interaction should be frequent, not limited only to an 

election year.  

23  32.85  

Interaction outcome to circulate for purposes of 

monitoring.  

22  21.43  

Religion and interaction are to sustain as in 2016.  10  14.29  

A code of conduct to be instituted and offenders 

sanctioned.  

15  21.43  

If there are reasons other than above, kindly state 

them behind the questionnaire.  

-  -  

Total  70  100  

       

Table 6.3  

 

 6.2  Qualitative Data Display  

Qualitative data collection was through in-depth interviews and FGDs. In-depth 

interviews catered for the voices of the middle and upper-income earners and FGDs for 

low-income earners. Similar questions engaged participants in both. The qualitative 

data gathering was limited to Accra and Kumasi to confirm the views expressed in the 

data gathered from the other regional capitals. Questions for the generation of 

qualitative data were as follows:   
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1. How would you respond about your personal trust in interaction between 

religion and politics Ghana’s 2016 presidential election?   

2. How do you explain the worry of voters that interaction between religion and 

politics lacked the capacity to secure the outcome of Ghana’s 2016 presidential 

election?   

3. Why was the expectation that interaction between religion and politics of 2016  

should have resulted in establishing a code of conduct for politics?   

4. If there are any reasons other than above, kindly state them behind the  

questionnaire.   

  

 6.2.1  In-depth interviews   

Those participating in the in-depth interviews were two traditional chiefs, two 

Christian clerics, two Islamic clerics, one gospel musician, and two politicians from the 

incumbent and opposition politics. The in-depth interviews, were designed to expose 

views, sentiments and attitude toward the interaction.  

  

 6.2.2  In-depth Interviews with Traditional Leaders in Kumasi  

A traditional chief made observations that elicited his views, sentiments and 

attitude to the 2016 interaction. He asserted that the phenomenon generally was a 

constant reminder of the curtailment of the power of chiefs and their exclusion from 

direct governance of the nation. He noted that the interaction tended to be a consultative 

platform for political campaign but without the active participation and input of chiefs 

in the politics of State. In his view the exclusion of chiefs from active politics was 

discriminating.    
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He explained that the worry of the public and doubt about the expected change 

of government through the presidential election 2016 was due to two reasons: Public 

confidence in the interaction to successfully leverage fair play to ensure majority vote 

outcome was weak. Secondly, this lack of trust was an entrenched systemic and political 

problem. Schugurensky (2004) asserted the lack of trustworthiness in politicians and 

the electoral establishment: ‘Poll after poll, all over the world, tells us that citizens have 

low trust in politicians and political institutions.’ To his mind, unless there was a 

paradigm shift and behavioural transformation of citizens and public officers, a true 

reflection of election results would remain elusive. The view of the mistrust from chiefs 

owing to election petition judgement in 2012 fed the worry. He noted further that the 

election petition judgment 2012 favoured incumbent politics, benefitting John Mahama 

despite popular opinion that the judicial decision was a travesty of justice.  

The chief shared public expectation that the interaction should leverage the 

establishing of a CoC to guide the conduct of politics going forward. He expressed 

pessimism about the realization of the objective. The worry that a lack of behavioural 

transformation on the part of public officers and citizenry could frustrate the 

implementation of such sanctions obviously haunted him.  

A queen mother had the following views expressed. Religion and political 

interaction was a political ritual to initiate contesting candidates into public acceptance. 

She observed that due to the critical benefit of the interaction to politics, the latter 

always took the first step. She observed that 2016 candidate Akufo-Addo mobilized 

Queen Mothers in Kumasi for interaction. She noted that the phenomenon was 

necessary to announce the intention of candidates. It was as well to introduce political 

agents and their parties to Nananom and other religious leaders for the blessings of God. 

At the same time, the phenomenon mediated the sympathies of citizens for candidates. 
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According to her, the skepticism about a change of government in spite of the massive 

vote for change resulted from precedence, particularly from the fraudulent 2012 election 

petition trial judgment and mistrust of the EC. She maintained that the EC chair at the 

time (Charlotte Osei), appointed by the incumbent, made it doubtful that the election 

could declare against the latter’s benefactor. To her mind, the manifest display of 

mistrust from public officers gave no assurance that a CoC for politics could in any way 

leverage political conduct and made the suggestion for a CoC for politics hopeless.  

  

 6.2.3  In-depth Interviews with Muslim Clerics in Kumasi   

The first cleric interviewed from the Ahmadiyya Mission in Kumasi observed 

that the use of religion by politics had a split utility, either genuine or pretentious. This 

cleric viewed opposition use of it as credible. He supported his assertion with the 

following story. The Global Leader of the Ahmadis was consulted in 2016 in London 

for prayer by the opposition political figure, Akufo-Addo. On this occasion, the latter 

was advised to pay attention to agricultural development. To his mind, the emphasis 

currently on agricultural development resulted from that interaction and confirmed the 

genuine use of religion by the opposition (politics).  

The second Islamic cleric interviewee interpreted the 2016 interaction as a call 

that should have mobilized the faithful for prayers towards a peaceful election. In his 

view, the call coming from politics made it pretentious. He explained that vigilantes 

who were complicit in the foment of violence and brutalities in electoral seasons made 

a mockery of the call. The doubt about change of government, although this was a public 

desire, the suspected lack of capacity of the interaction to secure the voting outcome 

blamed as follows: The first was the miscarriage of justice of the 2012 election petition 

trial. The second was the lack of confidence in the EC on the seemingly credible 
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perception that the Commission was susceptible to corruption. Thirdly, they 

unanimously viewed media broadcast of incumbent politics that portrayed large crowds 

as a false hype to hoodwink voters. According to both clerics, the politics of the 

incumbent was propagandist. They observed that the propaganda was a strategy to 

lower the competitiveness of opposition politics in order to boost the electoral fortunes 

of the incumbent. Subterfuge inferred against the incumbent (politics).  

Again, the Islamic clerics were unanimous about establishing a binding CoC to 

forestall the violations of politics. Some violations named were vote buying, subterfuge, 

bribery of electoral officials, divisive and inappropriate language and the use of ‘macho 

men’ for ballot box snatching and violence. A reservation about the implementation 

expressed owing to lack of confidence in the institutions with the mandate to do so. 

  

 6.2.4  In-depth Interviews with Christian Clerics in Kumasi  

Two Christian clerics had this to say about the 2016 interaction. The 

phenomenon in 2016 was a usual interchange between religion and politics. One of 

them further responded that the phenomenon offered a platform for politics recognition 

of the religious role of peace advocacy during electoral seasons. The other noted that 

religion and politics interaction reminded of politics to close ranks with religion when 

suitable. He observed that the post-election period saw a widening of gap in the 

relationship until the next electoral season. The remark, was made to the effect that the 

interaction served as a smokescreen for politics. In his view, religion reads the 

interaction as ‘poli-tricks’ rather than a mutually rewarding relationship.  

Responding to why there was public doubt about change of government, despite 

of desire and the inconsequentiality of religion and politics interaction to secure the 

electoral outcome, the Reverend ministers blamed precedents. They indicated 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.ghUniversity of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



139  

  

infractions of vote-rigging, ballot box snatching, voting by minors, and multiple voting 

in electoral strongholds and so on, in previous elections, especially in 2012, as reasons 

for the doubt. The 2012 election irregularities and the court trial that ended as a travesty 

of justice were to blame. Again, they suggested that the perception of the electoral 

establishment as lacking in integrity to deliver a genuine verdict of vote’s outcome in 

2016 was a strong reason for the doubt.   

Concerning the suggestion for instituting a binding CoC for politics, one cleric 

opined that the proposal for ensuring responsible conduct (of politics) was good. He 

expressed doubt about how that might be without gagging free speech. The other cleric 

identified personality and individual orientation issues as underlying causes of 

intemperate behaviour of people in politics. They elaborated on public education and 

the school system as critical to personality, to ensure that political incorrectness was 

resolved or brought to the barest minimum. Also, they doubted that zero political 

incorrectness could be achieve. By their suggestion, they implied the tolerance political 

ineptitude.  

 6.2.5  In-depth Interviews with Politicians in Kumasi   

Two politicians in Kumasi belonging in the NDC and NPP, that is, the 

incumbent, and opposition politics, were individually engaged in their party offices on 

their views’ of 2016 interaction. The first participant of the incumbent politics perceived 

the interaction as biased against his party in spite of religion’s open-doors to both 

incumbent and opposition politics. According to this respondent, the bias was to the 

extent that antagonisms of clerics to his party were often in display. He cited the Roman 

Catholic Bishop of his parish as succumbing to biased utterances during mass. For that 

reason, he had not attended mass since. The same participant further observed that the 

interaction tended to be a tool of deception used against religion by opponent politics. 
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To his mind, the inability to fulfill election promises had confirmed the deception theory 

that attended the interaction. Ironically, he claimed that participation in interaction was 

as a formality than a strategic move for votes. The observation seemed to reflect the 

political understanding of his party rather than a personal opinion.   

About public doubt of change of government despite the desire and the 

suspected inability of the interaction to secure the electoral outcome, the incumbent 

participant claimed that the worry was unnecessary since it created panic. As to the 

proposition of a CoC for politics, he laughed at the suggestion to imply it as not 

necessary. He reasoned that euphoria and the urge to play to the gallery were responsible 

for intemperate language of politics. In his view, those infractions were impulsive, 

meaning they were on the spur of the moment. Ironically, he called for clerics to join 

political party rank-and-file to serve as agents of behavioural transformation in politics.  

The second participant, belonging to opposition political party, made the 

following submissions. He viewed the 2016 interaction as critical to fostering a peaceful 

election. He said that religion, including the clergy were brokers of peace and 

stakeholders in nation-building and necessarily needed to be consulted and partnered in 

an election victory project. Hence, a view of religion and political intercourse as means 

of mutual relationship was a considered position of the respondent. It seemed to reflect 

the ideological position of the politics he represented. According to the opposition 

participant, the support of religion and its members largely accounted for the peaceful 

and popular election outcome in 2016. This observation credited the interaction as a 

consequence to desirable election outcome by a segment of the politics of 2016.  

Regarding public doubt about the change of government despite the desire and 

the suspected inability of the interaction to secure the voting outcome, the participant 

said that the doubt was a function of paranoia and precedent. In the past, election 

outcomes had been disappointing due to election malpractices, intimidation and 
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miscarriage of justice of the petition trial, 2012. Hence, the doubt was a justified natural 

reaction. The doubt inspired stronger resolve and vigilance for the prevalence of 

electoral integrity. He insisted the interaction was on the same scale as the electoral 

integrity and prioritized by his party based on ideology and the ideals of respect for 

religion and rule of law.  

The suggestion for establishing of a binding CoC for politics elicited the 

following response from the opposition participant. The right to freedom of expression 

as a constitutional mandate prohibited the gagging of free expression. Any law that 

appeared to inhibit that liberty was threatening to the fundamental rights of citizens. 

Thus, he opposed the suggestion. He conceded the need for responsible expression, and 

suggested that aggrieved persons should seek redress at the law court rather than the 

resort to draconian legislation.  

  

 6.3  In-depth Interview with a Gospel Musician in Kumasi  

In interviewing a renowned gospel musician, her view of religion and politics 

interaction indicated an ambivalent understanding. She explained that making a clear 

description of religion and politics interaction depended on the participation of the 

leading personalities as the flagbearers within the interaction. In other words, the 

participants in the interaction determined the character of the interaction as honest, 

sincere or otherwise. To her mind, character of political figures reflected the nature of 

religion and politics at any given moment. She sought to imply that the behaviour of 

such personalities summed up the description and understanding of the interaction at a 

given moment. Concerning the doubt about change of government through the ballot, 

in spite of the massive desire to vote for that achievement, she identified lack of faith 

in God as accounting for that. According to her, the doubt indicated the failure of the 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.ghUniversity of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



142  

  

public to believe that God cared enough to cause the incumbent, in spite of his 

privileged advantage, to succumb to popular decision and make way for a new 

government. She maintained that a CoC for politics would be good as its 

implementation could be feasible.  

 

 6.4  FGDs in Kumasi  

For the participants in Kumasi the interaction appeared to be a phenomenon of 

varying understanding. They were unanimous in asserting that politics was a game of 

double standards. Abrefi Kͻtͻ noted that the call on religion to pray for unity, when 

politics continued to act in disunity, cast politics in triviality in its interaction with 

religion. All participants noted that interaction revived subterfuge and insincerity as a 

stock-in-trade of politics. In their view, the lack of sincerity of politics comes as a 

frustration to ideal politics that should be practiced faithfully like religion, in order for 

citizens to be well served.  

Regarding the question about public doubt about change of government despite 

the popular desire and the inconsequentiality of religion and politics interaction to the 

effect, the responses were as follows: Illiteracy and ignorance among citizenry blamed 

the doubt entertained by the public. Yaw Anokye blamed it on the lack of analytical 

skills among the general public to have made sense of the interaction. Osei Kofi and 

Abrefi Kͻtͻ argued that since the 2012 interaction failed to secure a fair election petition 

trial, the achievement was doubtful in 2016. All three respondents again blamed a 

general godlessness of citizens, in spite of the Ghanaian religiosity, as blunting the 

bearing of religion and frustrating its influence on politics.   

Concerning electorate expectation that the interaction should have resulted in 

establishing a binding CoC for politics to warrant sanctions of offenders, here are the 
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responses: The irresponsible behaviour of some politicians in the past triggered the 

expectation for a binding CoC for politics. Yaw Anokye opined that binding sanctions 

were necessary to forestall responsible conduct of politics to sustain peace and unity 

during and after an election. Osei Kofi said that a code was reminder of law and order, 

and miscreants were to be held accountable for their actions. Abrefi Kͻtͻ was of the 

view that the code was unnecessary. To her mind, since aberrant behaviour was 

incidental to human nature, the code lacked the power to deal with the tendency of 

human failings. She opined that tolerance of political incorrectness was necessary to 

sustain free expression and calm nerves.   

Among those in the eighteen to thirty-nine ages bracket the interaction indicated 

the usual impression of religion drawn into conversation with politics for the votes of 

the religious community. To ‘Way Kotoko,’ the interaction was another occasion for 

political entrepreneurs to revive their commitment to the opportunities offered by 

politics to rake-in a fortune. Moro said the 2016 interaction was business as usual, and 

an electoral routine of no consequence.  

Regarding the question about public doubt about change of government, in 

despite of the desire and the inconsequentiality of religion and politics interaction, Moro 

insisted election outcome was by incumbent politics and the electoral establishment. 

According to him, the development made nonsense of genuine election outcome in 

Ghana. To him, 2016 election outcome was in doubt before the process. He deems the 

interaction unnecessary since politics follows its own agenda without respect for any 

conversation or accord with religion.  

Wuntumi described 2016 as a test for the effectiveness of religion and politics 

interaction. The 2016 election resulting in a change of government indicated to him that 

religion with its stakeholders could prevail on the EC and politics to respect the will of 

the people. Wuntumi represented the view that elections were not genuinely declared 
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always. Religion through political interaction, if at all, has not always succeeded at 

averting a false election outcome. According to Wuntumi, previous electoral 

experiences were reason for doubt of the effectiveness of the interaction to influence 

change of government in line with popular vote outcome. He added that a wait and see 

attitude lurked behind to see if a new experience would unfold, which indeed was the 

case.  

‘Way Kotok’ said that the doubt was genuine owing to past experiences that 

impressed many that nothing new could happen in spite of the interaction.  

Regarding the question about a binding CoC, ‘Way Kotoko’ and Moro agreed 

that a code could be possible but doubted its formulation and implementation since 

politicians will not pass a law detrimental to their interest. Wuntumi opined that for 

politics to be criminally liable, it should be the responsibility of a neutral agency other 

than parliament to press conviction. He favoured a responsible and effective regulatory 

framework to ensure CoC was in place.  

    

 6.5  In-depth interviews with Traditional chiefs in Accra  

A chief, also as a staffer of the Electoral Commission of Ghana, had remarked 

that the interaction characterized ambiguity that remained the same in 2016. Election 

seasons has been observed over the years, had witnessed a thronging of his palace with 

politicians, few with sincere relationship intentions but the majority with insincere 

motives. In all his reign, only few politicians returned to thank him in the post-election 

period if they lost or won. To his mind, the interaction was more of a game played by 

politics to achieve electoral success. The talk about the need for blessing by politicians 

has been the reason for going to the chief. He explained that this was a ploy of politics 

to achieve its ends more than mutually benefitting interaction with religion. He admitted 
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that the habit of politics going to seek religious fortification in the palace actually 

confirmed the consciousness of politics of its need of religion as a significant ally for 

political success.    

The chief had this to say on the question about public doubt of change of 

government in spite of the desire and the inconsequentiality of the interaction to that 

effect. The doubt resulted from the lack of knowledge of the workings of the EC. The 

ignorance reinforced the suspicion that the EC in 2016 was bent on colluding with 

incumbent politics to wrest popular voter decision from the winner, to deny the 

electorate of a genuine electoral outcome. He debunked public perception of electoral 

figures tempered by the EC on the argument that vote counting was under due diligence 

and consensus of party agents at the ‘strong room’ of the EC. He also emphasized that 

verified votes declared by the EC were generated at the polling station and certified by 

relevant stakeholders before transmission to the EC. By implication, polling station 

figures decided the overall outcome of an election, to mean election won at the polling 

station. Consequently, he blamed the doubt of change of government through popular 

voter decision on the general lack of knowledge of the workings of the EC.  

Concerning the suggestion for a CoC to ensure proper conduct of politics, he 

responded that a CoC was laughable as it shifted the issue to legislation instead of 

political responsibility and public education by both politics and relevant institutions. 

He commented that in as much as the politics of insults was appalling and despicable 

and hence should be discouraged, public reaction to the habit premised on a lack of 

understanding of the workings of politics. As a contest of ideas and struggle for power, 

politics was in emotions, sensationalism and euphoria. As such, it could not be flawless. 

He blamed politics for failing to educate its rank-and-file in political maturity. He 

lamented that sometimes insults were on the spur of the moment and even to friendly 

opponents. Again, he explained that seeming adversarial friends beyond the talk show 
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or the parliamentary session would afterwards be seen together, eating and drinking. He 

implied that they were not enemies as such. It was up to politics to bring its followers 

up to speed on that reality, to calm nerves on the rhetorical infractions of politics.  

Sharing his personal views about the interaction, a Sariki observed that religion, 

politics and leadership share an inter-relationship. For that reason, chiefs were to 

maintain political neutrality in order to be accepted by all. He lamented that what one 

observes of the politics is monetization, patronage, gifts, and empty promises. For him, 

the interaction signaled the outset of another season for stock-in-trade of politics. Here 

was his answer to the question about public doubt about a change of government in 

spite of the desire and the inconsequentiality of religion and politics interaction. The 

Sariki replied that the doubt resulted from the failure of religion and politics to convince 

the public of possessing the capacity to leverage a credible election outcome.   

The Sariki disagreed with the suggestion for a binding code on the conduct of 

politics and insisted that existing sanctions within the public service could be a solution 

rather than another code which might not work. The Sariki noted that the conduct of 

politics was to be above board and advised that those who partook in politics were to 

be the shining lights of society. He added that sanctions should be proportionate to the 

responsibility and office for politicians, if that became necessary.  

  6.5.1  In-depth interview with a Muslim cleric in Kawshieman, Accra  

In Kwahieman a Muslim cleric was downright in saying that the giving of gifts, 

promises and money for political mobilization and patronage was essence of the 

interaction. According to him, this habit of politics as was repeated in the interaction 

had often created problems for Zongo chiefs who failed to be transparent about what 

was given in the name of politics. If the promise made went unfilled, it caused problems 

for the chief. The lack of accountability created problems for such chiefs and their elders 
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who may not have squandered any gifts or money owing to unfilled promises. What 

might be rightly labelled as the corrupt practices of politics, as in the instance, served 

to expose corruption within the Zongo community as in others.   

Regarding the question about public doubt of change of government in spite of 

the popular desire and the inconsequentiality of religion and politics interaction to the 

effect, the mallam blamed both religion and politics for the doubt. In his view, the tricks 

of politics, their manipulation of electoral outcome and the lack of capacity of religion 

to stop politics from deceiving the public had to ensure a credible election was to blame.  

The mallam opined that since it was human for transgressions to be committed 

in the pursuit of politics a code was necessary to regulate the conduct of politics. He 

was of the view that rather than the public and media approach to reprimanding political 

rhetoric of offenders, a civilized and traditional approach could be effective in curbing 

the problem. By the traditional approach, the mallam implied a ‘behind the scenes 

approach’ that was done either through a letter or personal complaint to party elders of 

the offender. To his mind, this approach might induce humility of heart and 

brotherliness in the offender. A traditional approach could facilitate an amicable 

resolution than the resort to media arbitration as has been the case over the years in his 

view.   

  6.5.2  In-depth interviews with Christian clerics in Accra  

An Assembly of God Church pastor observed that the interaction marked the 

outset of the season for dolling out money as inducement for votes by politics as was 

observed in 2016. He noted that in spite of this portrayal of the interaction, 2016 made 

a clear statement that money for votes failed to influence voter decisions, giving the 

impression that the days of vote-buying could be over in Ghana. Regarding the question 

about public doubt of change of government in spite of the popular desire and the 
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inconsequentiality of religion and politics interaction to the effect, he maintained that 

electoral precedents in Ghana were responsible for the doubt. He spoke with particular 

reference to the 2012 popularly perceived stolen electoral outcome which favoured 

incumbent politics at the time and resulted in the famous electoral petition trial.   

A female minister of the Methodist Church was emphatic in commending the 

interaction as a moment of truth for politics since it turned the tables in the favour of 

religion. Politics at this time found the need to recognize religion and admitted for once, 

in every four years, its need of religion as critical to electoral success. Concerning the 

question about public doubt of change of government in spite of the popular desire and 

the inconsequentiality of the interaction to the effect, the Methodist minister said that 

the doubt was the cause of a lack of credibility in the interaction. Politics in its quest to 

achieve electoral victory over the years had been characterized with malpractices. The 

lack of credibility in the electoral institution and its commissioner in 2016 were also 

reasons for her position. On the suggestion for an overriding CoC for the practice of 

politics, she conceded that the concern was deserving but saw the suggestion as another 

regulatory albatross that would be hung around the neck of Ghana. It was her opinion 

that several of such regulatory mechanisms had failed to achieve their utility, in some 

cases they obstructed quicker resolution. She rather favoured the view that strong 

internal mechanisms of political parties should be more effective in dealing with 

rhetorical infractions.    

  

 6.6  FGDs in Accra   

In Accra, the 40 years’ and above portrayed the interaction to be embracive, 

with politics exploiting the interaction it maximal electoral benefit. 
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A female banker clearly noted that the skepticism about change of government 

through the ballot was result of the inconsequential developmental outcome that had 

characterized governments in Ghana. Since no developmental shifts had occurred over 

successive governments, it was reason enough for people to doubt that real change could 

occur if government changed hence, the skepticism.  

A kenkey seller and a market trader blamed the doubt on 2012 election petition 

trial. To their mind, its perception as a travesty of justice was cause of the doubt of 

change of government. It was also the opinion of the two respondents that once the 

Supreme Court (SC) failed to deliver justice, more could not be expected of the EC 

whose decision through religion and politics interaction could not overturn. They 

deemed unnecessary the suggestion for instituting an overriding CoC for politics. They 

stressed that a code would earn a nominal recognition and nothing more.   

Those in the 18-39 age group had that impression that the interaction was 

business as usual, and part of the routine that preceded every election year. They viewed 

it as catering to the machinations of politics and compromised the neutrality of religion 

whose utterances betrayed the individual allegiances of clerics. 

Adokobiji lamented the compromise of neutrality. He suspected that this was 

happening in exchange for favours and implied corruption within the clergy as an ill the 

interaction exposed. In their view, a number of issues were responsible for the doubt 

about change of government, in spite of the popular will to oust the incumbent of 2016. 

The appointment of the EC Chairperson by the incumbent politics and her inclination 

to same, coupled with the persuasive media hype of incumbent politics, caused the 

doubt.  

John Sey and Eti Amihere agreed that political parties were to ensure that their 

politics were candid and devoid of violations. Eti Amihere said that a CoC would be a 
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futile exercise. They observed that since the politics of the incumbent and opposition 

always fell to infractions, they were reluctant to sanction their own misconduct. He 

emphasized that it was up to the public to strongly coalesce against the violations of 

politics but not the lawmaker or the erring politician.  

    

 6.7  Summary  

  In this chapter is the reporting of field data. There were three instruments to 

collect data. In seven regional capitals within the Southern and Middle hemispheres of 

Ghana was survey. In-depth interviews and FGDs took place in Kumasi and Accra as 

follow-up on initial data. The mix of quantitative and qualitative methods provided a 

fusion of interpretive and descriptive approaches more tilted to the linguistic and 

meaning-based rather than the statistical forms of data usage.   

In Accra, one Ga traditional chief, a Zongo Chief, two Christian clerics, and one 

Muslim cleric participated in the in-depth interviews. Of the FGDs, three each, within 

the nineteen-thirty-nine and above forty-years, were drawn from the general public.   

Of the eighteen to thirty-nine and the forty and above year groups, three from 

each group drawn from the general public participated in FGDs. Overall, of twenty-five 

respondents participated in two sets of four segmented qualitative interviews. The 

breakdown of participants in Accra and Kumasi is as displayed in the tables below.  
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   PARTICIPANTS     

TOOLS  General   

Public  

Traditional 

chiefs  
Zongo  

chiefs  

Christian 

clerics  
Muslim   

Clerics  

TOTAL  

RESPONDENTS  

In-depth  -  1  1  2  1  

FGDs  -  -  -  -  -  

  6  
        11  

  

Table 6.4  

The distribution of interviews in Accra  

  

    PARTICIPANTS      

TOOLS  General 

public  
Traditional 

chiefs  
Zongo  

chiefs  

Christian 

cleric  
Muslim  

clerics  

Politicians   Musician  

  

TOTAL  

Respondents  

In-depth  -  2  -  2  1  2  1  

FGDs  6  -  -  -  -  -  -  14  

    

Table 6.5  

The distribution of interviews in Kumasi  

  

 6.8  Conclusion   

  As the research topic has suggested, the investigation of the interaction should 

have covered all ten regional capitals to include the three others that could not be 

covered. It explains why seventy respondents participated in the survey. Fourteen 

participants in in-depth interviews, eleven participants in FGDs, and seventy survey 

respondents brought the total number of participants in the field investigations to 
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ninety-five. Difficulties in reaching targeted participants and their ability explain the 

lack of parity in the distribution of respondents in Accra and Kumasi.   
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CHAPTER SEVEN  

ORGANIZING OBSERVATIONS FROM FIELD  

EXPLORATION OF RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL INTERACTION OF  

GHANA’S 2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

 7.0  Introduction    

The chapter is a display of field data reduced into appropriate forms for analysis. 

This display, is done in an organized and coherent manner. The findings factored 

respondent and participant reactions collected through a field survey, in-depth 

interviews and FGDs as noted in the last chapter. Organizing the data therefore, 

identified issues and rubrics associated with the variables explored. They were 

interaction, religion and politics. This mode of data processing and analysis made room 

for two things, Firstly, variable oriented analysis and secondly, case-oriented analysis. 

Data processing facilitated nomothetic explanations that flowed from emerging patterns 

from the data and shaped into codes (Lofland & Lofland, 1995:188), themes and rubrics 

for analysis.  

  

 7.1  Survey Data Display   

The survey sought to probe public perception of religion and politics interaction 

of 2016 presidential election of Ghana by asking three questions. The three questions 

elicited scenarios that identified understanding of the public, opinion, views, 

description, influence, worries and a proposition about religion and politics interaction.   

Regarding public understanding, opinion, views and description of the 

phenomenon, its perception as a rhetorical display ranked first. That it was a spirited 

activity in the public interest ranked second. The understanding of the phenomenon as 

a normative electoral exercise ranked third. In the fourth ranking were those who could 
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not make an opinion for the lack of understanding of the phenomenon. It portrayed 

religion and political interaction as variously conceptualized, understood, described or 

viewed.   

The question investigating the worry about the phenomenon and what 

influenced it in 2016 elicited instructive responses. The perception that religion and 

politics interaction lacked the capacity to inspire a change of government, even if 

popular votes dictated it ranked first. It implied the interaction was asymmetrical in the 

advantage of politics owing to the stature of politics and its influence over governmental 

institutions. Religion does not command the same influence politics has over functions 

and systems of State machinery. Secondly, the response indicated an expectation of the 

public that despite the doubt, religion and politics interaction should have the capacity 

to leverage popular voting outcome.    

The worry that religion and politics interaction foreshadowed another season of 

deception to the advantage of politics ranked second. It implied religion and political 

interaction was expected to leverage a transparent election campaign devoid of ‘poli-

tricks.’ Plausibly, a latent public despondency in the unavailability of a potent forum to 

ensure that politics was not a mechanism to deceive the public through irregularities 

underlay the worry. Religion and politics interaction having failed to demonstrate 

leverage over matters of electoral integrity, it was reasonable to conjecture a 

relationship between it and the unavailability of a potent forum for the insulating the 

electoral integrity. The fear that a repeat of the electoral issues 2012 could occur ranked 

third. It implied that the public had an expectation for the interaction to secure a safer 

electoral outcome. The indication was that the frustrations of 2012 electoral petition 

trial was fresh on the minds of a section of the public. The need to prevent a repeat of 

it was crucial, fearing the consequences.  
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The question about how the interaction be more beneficial to Ghana in future, 

referencing 2016 presidential election, elicited some propositions ranking as follows: 

The proposal for frequent and all-year round interaction not concentrated in the election 

year ranked first. Second ranking was a proposition for the interaction outcomes be 

publicized for evaluation and monitoring. These two suggestions seemed to accord with 

the sustenance of interaction. More importantly, the general public needed to be abreast 

and given the opportunity to make inputs and contribute to the discussion of issues as 

well as monitor and evaluate progress and outcomes of the interaction. The proposal to 

keep the status quo, implying to keep the interaction going as it did in 2016, ranked 

third. Those who felt persuaded in this manner, were contradicted by a majority who 

felt it ought to improve on its influence.   

  

  7.1.2  Summary of Survey Data Display  

The first survey question was, how may one explain religion and politics 

interaction of 2016 presidential election of Ghana? The view that religion and politics 

interaction was a display of public speaking scored 34.29% to rank first. In second 

position was that the interaction was an interchange in the public interest scoring, 30%. 

Third position was the view that religion and politics interaction was a seasonal 

exercise, scoring 27.14%. Fourth position was the view that the interaction was not an 

understood phenomenon and scored 8.57%.  

The second question was, why was 2016 religion and politics interaction of 

presidential election of concern to many in Ghana? The response that a change of 

government was necessary even though doubtful, scored 41.43 % to rank first. The 

worry once again voters would be deceived through politics scored 24.29% to rank 

second. Worry over the repeat of 2010 electoral issues as possible to lead to war and 
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the change of government would not be helpful ranked third and fourth to score 21.43% 

and 12.85%.    

How may religion and politics interaction be more beneficial to Ghana going 

forward attracted the response that it should be frequent, not limited only to an election 

year scored 32.85% to ranked first. Responding the interaction outcomes should be 

publicized for monitoring, scored 31.43% to rank second. Responding a CoC must be 

instituted and offenders sanctioned, and the interaction sustained as in 2016 scored 

21.42% and 14.29% to rank in third and fourth positions.  

    

 7.2  In-depth Interviews Data Display  

In all, twenty-five participants were involved in the in-depth interviews. 

Coincident with the interviews were explanations and descriptions that enriched the 

understanding of the interaction of 2016. Elicited were attitudes and correlations, 

displayed in the tables below.  
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Attitude to Religion and Politics Interaction 

1  The interaction was curtailment of the 

powers of chiefs and denying same 

active participation and input in 

politics.  

6  The interaction sustained the 

usual impression of religion 

drawn into conversation with 

politics for the votes of the 

religious community.   

2  The interaction catered to the 

machinations of politics and 

compromised the neutrality of religion, 

with their utterances betraying 

individual allegiances of some 

religious leaders.  

7  The interaction was a 

necessary formality, a ritual to 

obtain the blessing of 

chiefs/priests to announce 

candidature and introduce 

candidate to electorate.  

3  The interaction was a reminder of the 

break of the season for dolling out 

money as inducement for votes.  

8  The interaction served as a 

test of integrity of some 

religious leaders who 

unfortunately failed the test.  

4  The interaction pose as a duality of 

either genuine or pretentious. 

9  The interaction was about 

giving gifts, promises and 

money for political 

mobilization and patronage.  

5  The interaction is a game of ‘poli-

tricks’ played by politics to achieve 

electoral success.  

10  The interaction was 

subterfuge and insincerity as a 

stock-in-trade of politics.  

  

Table 7.1  

Emerging from the table as are scenarios of various attitudes towards the 

interaction. Attitude ‘1’ has depicted a grievance and protestation about politics being 

a skeptical attitude that provoked the need to rethink the policy of the non-partisanship 

of chiefs in politics. It further indicated how to resolve the dissatisfaction among (some) 

Chiefs by giving it attention.   

Attitude ‘2’ identified issues of machinations, compromise, and betrayal. 

Machinations shared a relationship with attitudes ‘5’ and ‘6’ that identified ‘poli-tricks’ 

and subterfuge cum insincerity as accessories of politics. Indicated here was a 
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reservationist attitude of the public towards politics, which viewed the utterances and 

actions of politics as not sacrosanct. It suggested the qualms of the public about politics.  

Again, attitudes ‘2’ and ‘9’ shared a relationship with the issue of compromise 

that bordered on religious neutrality and integrity. It gave the indication of public 

conviction that the clergy had miscreants in its fold who carried their misconduct into 

the wider public arena of politics.   

Attitudes ‘3’ and ‘10’ coincided to suggest the public perceived of politics as 

turned into bribery and monetary inducement for votes, as a subtext also of the 2016 

interaction. It implied politics maintained the conviction that some voters rejected 

rational choice voting in favour of induced choice voting. It benefits the politics of 

illiteracy and ignorance and places less premium on increasing levels education 

horizontally and vertically.   

Attitude ‘4’ identified the interaction as of a double nature. The genuine or 

pretentious description inferred by the public related with the type of interaction goals 

either as compatible or incompatible.86 Attitude with a bearing on the character of actors 

in the interaction was highlighted. The description of interaction as genuine or 

pretentious was more with reference to individual character of agents who participated 

in it. It implied the public took interest in the characters of agents as it impacted the 

interaction in 2016. Thus, religious and political behaviours tied up with personal 

behaviour as a high expectation for the interaction participants to deliver assurance and 

integrity for credible election outcome.  

 

                                                 
86 See the discussion of compatible and incompatible goals that determine the two natured faces of 

religion and politics interaction page 79 of the thesis.  
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A correlation of doubt between public confidence and religion and 

political interaction capacity to deliver on public expectation. 

  

1  A weak public confidence in the 

interaction due to entrenched systemic 

and political problems, reducing the 

interaction to a mere formality.   

6  Fear that the EC Chair, who was 

appointed by the incumbent, will 

bias the election in favour of her 

benefactor.  

2  Illiteracy, ignorance and lack of 

analytical skills among the general 

public.  

7  False media hype intended to 

hoodwink voters into voting for 

the unpopular incumbent politics.   

3  The lack of faith in God to ensure that 

the incumbent yielded to transfer of 

power if it lost the election.  

8  Doubt was aroused by the lack of 

knowledge of the workings of the 

EC.  

4  The failure of religion and politics to 

convince the public of possessing the 

capacity to leverage a credible 

election outcome.  

9  Election outcome was in doubt 

before results since the stronger 

politics and the electoral 

establishment fixed the outcome 

to determine the winner.  

5  Lack of sustained development in the 

nation leading to a skeptical attitude 

about the possibility of change of 

government through the ballot.  

10  The lack of credibility in politics 

and the EC.  

  

Table 7.2  

Emerging from the table are correlations of doubt between public confidence 

and the capacity of the interaction to deliver on the public expectation. 

Doubts 1, 5 and 10 correlated with the lack of confidence in the interaction. The 

doubt arose from mistrust in public functional and institutional structures whose 

activities impact the performance of collaborating agencies such as religion and politics. 

It indicated the lack of trust due to ineffective and institutional failings without the 

capacity to inspire confidence in public institutions of the State.   
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The doubts ‘2’ and ‘8’ correlated with a lack of confidence in the interaction 

arising from illiteracy and ignorance as matters of public concern. This suggested the 

need for universal education on all levels through the school system as well as from the 

public education organs such as the National Commission for Civic Education (NCCE) 

and the Information Services Department (ISD) including the media. Doubt ‘3’ depicted 

the lack of faith in God on the part of the public that the incumbent would not yield to 

power transfer if it lost the election. This implied the attachment of mysticism to profane 

matters such as the capacity of religion and political interaction to leverage a smooth 

transition of government from the incumbent politics to a new government if the former 

lost the 2016 election. This doubt confirmed the attachment of religion in all matters, 

as a typical Ghanaian and African religiosity posture.  

 The doubt ‘4’ correlated with a lack of confidence in the interaction. The lack 

of confidence arose from the failure of the institutions of religion and politics to assure 

the public of their capacity to leverage a credible election outcome. The 2012 election 

trial which resulted in a travesty of justice set a precedent that inspired pessimism in the 

collaboration of religion and politics to leverage the delivery of a credible election 

outcome. The implications of this failure are that firstly, the institutions of religion and 

politics individually needed to redeem their sunken images as far as their public rating 

in the facilitation and resolution of electoral matters were concerned. Secondly, the 

interface of the two institutions should be seen in the public eye as critically reviewing 

of each other, to give the assurance that through sustained sensitization and public 

education, none of the two gained an overriding advantage over the popular will.   

Doubt ‘6’ correlated with a lack of confidence in the interaction. This correlation 

elicited public paranoia which arose from mistrust of the appointing authority of the EC 

Chair. The mistrust arising from public perception correlated with doubt ‘1,’ ‘5,’ ‘9’ 
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and ’10.’ This outcome indicated the need for public officers and institutions to assure 

the public of transparency, integrity, wider consultation and popular consensus in the 

handling of sensitive appointments, to curtail cynical readings of their responsibilities.    

Doubt ‘7’ with correlation to lack of confidence in the interaction to ensure a 

fair playing field for elections depicted the attempt to manipulate voter decisions 

through media hype. This implied the collusion of patronizing media i.e., television, 

radio and newspaper networks with common ideological and partisan political identity. 

The suggestion seemed to be that those media networks served as agencies of a grand 

plot to deceive the larger public to vote for their choice of candidate. Machiavellian 

behaviour alluded to as deception and ‘poli-tricks’ by the public was here confirmed.  

  

 7.2.1  Summary of In-depth Interviews Display  

The in-depth interviews exposed descriptions and scenarios of religion and 

political interaction. The descriptions and scenarios were rubricated as public attitudes 

towards religion and public interaction and the correlation of doubt in the capacity of 

religion and political interaction to leverage a credible electoral outcome in 2016.  

In tables 6.7 and 7.7 the attitudes and correlations were displayed, these being 

extrapolated from the descriptions, views and impressions elicited from the interviews. 

From the identified attitudes and correlations emerged scenarios that offered a mapping 

opportunity to tease out the import of attitudes and correlations as identified in Tables 

6.7 and 7.7.   

Of the import of attitudes towards the interaction were indications of grievances 

and protestations against the policy of non-partisanship of chiefs in politics. The 

protestations and grievances were directed against machinations, compromise and 

betrayal through subterfuge and insincerity of politics towards citizens. Also, politics 
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was found to have turned into ‘poli-tricks’ through bribery and monetary inducement 

for votes. The interaction perceived as a duality, was deemed as a function of imports 

of the attitudes of the public to the phenomenon.  

The solutions and remedies elicited by the provoked attitudes indicated the need 

to rethink the policy of the non-partisanship of chiefs in politics, the reservationist 

attitude of the public to the utterances and actions of politics as well as miscreant 

elements in religion and among religious leaders who carried their misdeeds into the 

wider arena of politics. Also indicated as a remedy that the attitudes provoked was the 

conviction of politics that some voters would reject rational choice voting in favour of 

induced choice voting.  

Other issues identified were illiteracy and ignorance as a public concern and the 

failure of the institutions of religion and politics. These were exposed as being 

responsible for doubt in the capacity of the interaction to leverage a credible election 

outcome. Associating the correlation of doubt were perceptions inspired by paranoia 

and the attempt to manipulate voter decisions through media hype in favour of 

incumbent politics.   

The identified correlation provoked the following solutions as a cure of the 

doubt in the capacity of the interaction to leverage a credible election outcome. Other 

solutions were the need for a paradigm shift in the behaviour of public officers and 

institutions to ensure transparency, integrity, wider consultation and popular consensus 

in the discharge of their mandates. Finally, the correlation of doubt highlighted media 

impartiality as a solution to curing the lack of public trust in religion and political 

interaction.  
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 7.3  FGDs Data Display  

Twelve participants partook in FGDs of six people each in Accra and Kumasi 

respectively. FGDs focused on public views of the interaction to identify gaps between 

in-depth interviews and FGDs. The analysis identified gaps in the description and 

understanding of the interaction.  

There was also a unique gap in public perception of the interaction. The gap was 

identified in the statement as follows, ‘election outcome was in doubt before results 

since the stronger politics and the electoral establishment which fixed the outcome 

determined who won.’ The perception gap was identified among the eighteen to thirty-

nine-year group. As a discontinuity, the gap provided a unique cognitive perspective. 

Thus, a perception of the low-income earners and a younger voting segment of the 

Ghanaian public concerning their impression of the interaction was registered. There 

appeared to be a lack of a credible basis for the perception. Since the electoral narrative 

of the 4th Republican Ghana fails to confirm the perception, it is difficult to justify it.   

Nonetheless, the mistrust of the EC and politics coupled with unfounded 

suspicion inspired by lack of knowledge and ignorance as inferred before now must 

have inspired the perception which shaped as a gap.  

    

 7.3.1  Summary of FGDs Data Display  

The FGDs focused on the public view of the interaction to expose epistemic 

gaps between in-depth interviews and FGD data. This resulted in the identification of a 

lone epistemic gap between description and understanding of the interaction. The gap 

identified in the statement, ‘election outcome was in doubt before results since the 

stronger politics and the electoral establishment which fixed the outcome determined 

who won.’ This implied that a common understanding of religion and political 
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interaction generally prevailed but with cognitive and perceptual variation among the 

eighteen to thirty-nine-year group of Ghanaian society.   

  

 7.4  Conclusion  

Data from the survey indicated that citizens took a high interest in the 2016 

interaction due to the fallout from the electoral outcome of 2012. The outcome of a 

court trial over electoral irregularities stirred worries and fears and provoked the desire 

that the 2016 election should be insulated from a repeat of the irregularities of the 2012 

election. The trial judgement perceived as a travesty of justice inspired the fear that civil 

unrest could plunge the nation into war. This raised high public expectations of religion 

and politics interaction of its capacity to leverage desirable electoral outcomes in 2016. 

The issues of transparency, trust and integrity of institutions including the EC, religion, 

politics, public officers and citizens were indicated by the data as critical to optimal 

performance of religion and political interaction. Again, the effective functioning of 

public systems and structures was identified by the data as critical to the optimal 

delivery of religion and political interaction.   

The data indicated a high consciousness of religion and political interaction but 

with varied understanding, views and descriptions of it. Again, it indicated a high 

consensus on the part of the general public for the interaction to be an all-year-round 

activity, not concentrated in an election year only. Also, the need for internal structures 

of politics to restrain its excesses was preferred against the suggestion of instituting an 

overarching CoC as a deterrence.  

The data further indicated three observations, the first was the association of 

attitudes to religion and political interaction. The second was a correlation of doubt in 

the capacity of religion and political interaction for leverage, and the third was, an 
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epistemological gap between the description and understanding of religion and political 

interaction within the social strata. Moreover, the data indicated that religion and 

political interaction imbued signification and import. It also provoked sentiments, 

protestations, statements and reactions. Thus, the data exposed the coincidence of 

nuances, interpretations and varied relationships with religion and political interaction.   

The data has confirmed the duality of religion and political interaction by 

exposing its overt and covert aspects, and that is its literal and figurative dimensions. 

These dimensions were bound up in the expression of plain statements and gestures that 

ensued in public rallies and interactions with the general public, chiefs and clerics. More 

or less, the dimensions exposed the push and pull, i.e., the internal and external driving 

forces coincident with religion and political interaction.  
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CHAPTER EIGHT  

CONCLUSION, RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONTRIBUTION  

   

 8.0  Introduction  

  This research explored the interaction between religion and politics in Ghana’s 

2016 presidential election. The topic demanded investigation due to heightened concern 

over the 2016 interaction despite the problem showing up in electoral seasons in Ghana. 

It indicated the need to interrogate the effectiveness of the interaction, its benefit to 

society and its impact on politics and the electoral process in the democratic 

dispensation of Ghana.  

Background literature offered perspectives on the theme of the study as well as 

a gap which served as the thesis problem. This gap identified the absence of an 

exhaustive benchmark for analyzing religion and political interaction. Hence, the 

absence of a complete understanding as a basis to provide a basic structure to guide 

religion and political interaction, referencing its rudiments, nuances and psychosocial 

dimensions became the thesis problem. It is situated within the religious and political 

interaction of Ghana’s 2016 presidential election. The literature review exposed ideas 

put under rubrics as below.  

The foremost discussed was the formal endorsement of Ghana’s religious and 

political interaction since 1959 (Pobee (1992). The second was the realm of religious 

and political interaction. It witnessed how the two entities of religion and politics use 

each other for self-serving reasons. The third rubric reviewed the ideological impact on 

society and the consequence of the interaction. It indicated a fallout based on the 

response of citizens to political culture. The fourth rubric projected the relationship 

between ideology and politics as not creating a discontinuity in religion and politics 
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relationship. Ideology entrenches identity to influences its relationship with religion and 

consequently affects religion and political interaction.  

 Rubric five searched the background of the 4th Republican Ghanaian socio-

political experience and its relationship with the 2016 interaction. It took a review of it 

from 1992 to 2008. Within this period, the interaction saw an innovation of political 

propagation as it appropriated the ‘dawn broadcast’ ritual. In this way, a religious 

consecration fulfilled the object of politics for spreading its campaign message to 

voters.   

Rubric six exposed the coincidence of mission and politics as a model through 

which religion and politics interaction portrayed itself. The linkage between mission 

and politics drew from various perspectives to magnify religion and political 

interaction. It exposed the critical role of mission in democratic development as a 

serious responsibility of religion and political interaction. Rubric seven touched on the 

interaction’s portrayal of clergy partisanship to imply malfeasance within the 

relationship.   

Rubric eight was the display of politico-religious myths as tools of the 

interaction. It exposed myth-making and religious symbolization as accessories for 

oppression and resistance in South Africa. In this process of the weaponization of 

religion by politics, the idea of ‘chosenness’ was entrenched in South Africa.   

Rubric nine uncovered religion as a transformative mechanism for politics and 

underscored its global dilemma in the decade of the 90s up to 2001. The role of religion 

had come under scrutiny due to its involvement and inspiration in fundamentalist 

activities and wars around the globe.   

Rubric ten exposed religion and politics interaction as a channel of religion and  
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State relations. It provoked the idea of the ‘status of State’ which are categorizing 

differently as the Neutral, the Secular or the Religious. It was however observed, the 

compromise of the Secular State integrity which has produced what may be described 

as a ‘quasi-religious status.’   

Rubric eleven exposed the dynamics of the interaction and portrayed it as 

continuing in interpretive deterministic analysis. In this, an innovative and fusionist 

appropriation of phrases, catchwords, songs, symbols and ideologies applied to mediate 

religion and political interchange. Rubric twelve and the last gave the knowledge that 

religion and political communication found a vehicle, a transmission medium in the 

commonly religious and cultural abstractions and the performative elements of society.   

  

 8.1  Findings   

First of all, the participation and response to the interaction was not a neutral 

activity. The philosophies underpinning the politics of the 2016 presidential season, 

namely social democracy and capitalist democracy, portrayed a contest of opposed 

ideologies to identify varying responses and participation in the interaction. It exposed 

the idea that personal character shaped ideological understanding to impact the 

interaction. In that understanding, a distillation of the actions of politics, was observed 

to facilitate analyses of the salient issues in an election year. These included a strategic 

use of religion by politics and vice versa, although politics showed a preponderance of 

religious usage.   

Secondly, ideological loyalty on the part of politics reflected a particular 

response to the interaction either as sincere, passionate, mere formality or propagandist. 

These responses were manifestations of attitude to the interaction between religion and 

politics.   

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.ghUniversity of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



169  

  

Thirdly, the far-reaching impact of religion and political interaction spanned 

socio-economic and human developmental concerns. Evidence of this was the musical, 

IT and video productions, paraphernalia crafting including the provision of skilled 

services in the promotion of politics. 

Fourthly, the patronage of political agents displayed polarization to reflect 

electoral season social polarity between the incumbent and the opponent politics. More 

artists threw their compositions and performances behind incumbent politics. It 

contrasted the fewer religious artists whose support indicated a rather sincere religious 

commitment to opposition politics.  

The fifth was that the interaction in 2016 was more than a formal rhetorical 

exchange. It embodied a synthesis of the literal and figurative expressions. The 

expressions identified symbolic, semiotic and metaphorical functions of traditional and 

contemporary values. The forceful articulation of thought and notions of religion and 

politics for intended ends fulfilled the utility of those expressions.   

Lastly, through the manifestations of religion and politics, identity and social 

memory were revitalized again in 2016. The interaction then served as a communicative 

platform for reaching out to the electorate in the 2016 presidential election in Ghana. 

Thus, its manifestation brought a re-awakening and consciousness of citizenry adult 

suffrage responsibility. Hence, the need to make an electoral decision was re-

emphasized courtesy of religion and political interaction.  

  

 8.2  Conclusion  

  As a recurring socio-political phenomenon in presidential electoral seasons in 

2016 in Ghana, the interaction demanded a deconstruction. Definitive constitutive 

elements critically defined and shaped the phenomenon. As a group and socially driven 

activity, cosmological and ontological realities of a people took a central place in its 
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unfolding. The history, religion and sociology, and that is culture, bore on the 

interaction to shape its display, implications and understanding. Traditional/cultural and 

mass media tools found relevance in it. Thus, cultural materials and technological 

deployment found sustenance as ingredients in the interaction’s construction in 2016, 

and much so, as per the narrative of religion and political interaction in the first and 

third Ghanaian Republican electoral seasons in Ghana.87  

Critical to optimal performance of the interaction was about issues of 

transparency, trust and integrity of institutions. These included the EC, religion, politics, 

public officers and citizens.  

Citizens demonstrated a high consciousness of the interaction but with varied 

understanding, views and descriptions of it. To many citizens, religion and political 

interaction were pregnant with signification and import. It also provoked sentiments, 

protestations, statements, and reactions. Thus, the coincidence of nuances, 

interpretations and varied relationships with the interaction existed. Again, a high 

consensus on the part of the general public for it to be an all-year-round activity, not 

concentrated in an electoral season, was registered. Also, the need for internal structures 

of politics to restrain its excesses was preferred. It was against the suggestion for 

instituting an overriding CoC to deter political incorrectness.   

Three patterns, the association with attitudes, the correlation of doubt between 

the public confidence and the 2016 interaction’s capacity to deliver on expectation, and 

the epistemological gap between description and understanding of religion and politics 

interaction within the society existed. It further confirmed the existence of variant views 

and conceptualizations of the interaction in Ghana.  

                                                 
87 See pp. 118-20 of the thesis.  
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The overt and covert aspects of the interaction, its literal and figurative features, 

confirmed it as a duality. These dimensions bound up in the expression of plain 

statements, symbolic actions and gestures ensued in meetings with chiefs and clerics at 

political rallies and prayer centers. More or less, the dimensions have confirmed the 

push and pull and the internal and external driving forces coincident with the 

interaction.  

  

 8.3  Limitations  

The exploration of the interaction covered seven regions instead of ten, due to 

financial constraints. This explained why seventy respondents were covered in the 

survey, fourteen participants in the in-depth interviews, and eleven participants in 

FGDs, bringing the total number of participants in the field investigation to ninety-five 

Ghanaians.   

Difficulties in reaching targeted respondents and the availability of participants 

also explain why there was a lack of parity in the distribution of respondents in Accra 

and Kumasi.   

The exploration was a cross-sectional study hence; conclusions were limited 

more to the period of the research. The conclusions drawn by the research are limited 

due to the sampling size of ninety-five respondents. This has raised a question about the 

generalizability of results and imposes an illustrative rather than a representative value 

on the research findings.  
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 8.4  Recommendation  

Despite of the above limitations, the study has provided insights into religion 

and political interaction in Ghanaian society and offers an empirical contribution to the 

subject. The recommendation is being made therefore that:  

Firstly, the sensitization of the interaction as a public discourse matter may be 

encouraged through the school system beginning from the final year at the High School.   

Secondly, since the interaction is coincidental with Ghanaian social life, the 

orientation towards benign and non-hostile participation and response should be a good 

sign for the political culture of Ghana going forward.  

Thirdly, the study should serve as a resource for religious leaders including 

Religion and Theological Institutions of learning as well as the media. Finally, future 

exploration may be pursued, to highlight the gains so far accrued to religion, in its 

participation in religion and politics interaction to expand the discourse of the 

interaction.  

  In the light of the recommendations, the following steps may be undertaken: 

1. Political Discourse as a curriculum matter must be taught in the final year of 

High School for political awareness and shaping responsible voting behaviour 

by the time students turn eighteen years old and qualify to exercise that right. 

The focus of the subject shall be to equip students with knowledge about voting 

rights and political responsibility as citizens; how to partake in political 

discourse benignly to avoid tension and social polarity – using appropriate 

language in political communication; and embracing diverse political opinion 

as an unavoidable reality that must be tolerated, in addition to; inculcating voter 

malpractices aversion in students. At the end of the study, the capacity for the 
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accommodation of opposed views and ideology, and respect for the democratic 

rights of the political diversity must be developed in students.  

2. Relevant State institutions such as ISD, NCCE, and the media among others 

must be resourced to promote benign political discourse education in the public 

domain as a continuous activity, not waiting until the electoral season only. 

Seminars, symposia and literature in the form of flyers and public notices may 

also be used to support the effort. Funding for this education must be statutory 

and channeled through the local government with a distribution plan for 

receiving institutions. Within the value chain of this public education, students 

in the final year should be given at least one day or two hours of extracurricular 

activity in the company of teachers, to interact with the public on benign 

political discourse. Necessary resources such as loud amplification and access 

to public places i.e., markets, shopping areas, and transport hubs must be 

granted for the exercise. The responsibility and performance of the role must be 

monitored by a committee drawn from civil society, education, local 

government, clergy and chiefs for purposes of evaluation and monitoring.  
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APPENDIX I  

Survey Research Questions:  

Choose the answer you find most appropriate.  

 1.  How may one explain religion and politics interaction of 2016 presidential?  

election of Ghana?  

a. It was a display of public speaking, culture and art.  

b. Normal exercise more observed at election season.  

c. Interchange between religion and politics in the public interest.  

d. I cannot because religion and politics interaction are not clear to me.  

  

 2.  Why was religion and politics interaction of 2016 of concern to many in  

  

Ghana?  

a. The worry that it was another ploy for voters to be deceived through politics.  

b. The worry that a change of government was necessary but this was doubtful.    

c. The worry that if the electoral issues of 2012 repeated it will bring about war.  

d. The worry that a change of government will not be helpful.  

  

 3.  How may religion and politics interaction be more beneficial to Ghana in the  

  

future?  

a. It should be frequent and start early enough in the election year.  

b. Outcomes of religion and politics interaction should be disseminated widely for 

public monitoring.  

c. Religion and politics interaction must be sustained to continue as was observed 

in 2016.  

d. A code of conduct for religion and politics interaction must be instituted and 

offenders sanctioned.  

e. If there are any reasons other than above, kindly state them behind the 

questionnaire.  
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APPENDIX II  

In-depth, and FGDs Questions  

1. How would you respond in terms of your personal trust in IbRP Ghana’s 2016 

presidential election?   

2. How do you explain the worry of voters that IbRP lacked the capacity to secure 

the outcome of Ghana’s 2016 presidential election?   

3. Why was there the expectation that an outcome of IbRP of Ghana’s 2016 

presidential election should have been the establishing of a CoC for politics?  

4. If there are any reasons other than above, kindly state them behind the 

questionnaire.  
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APPENDIX III  

  

Researcher in a pose with Dina Asamoah, a gospel musician, after an interview in 

her pastor’s office. 
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APPENDIX IV 

 

  

With the Regional Executive Director of the National Peace Council, Asante Region, 

just before an interview.  
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