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1592-1642 wherever they could; but the growing importance of the 
CHAP, v trade now led this Company to establish posts on shore the 

better to supervise it- They selected Kormantin as their 
headquarters, and built a large stone fort with four bastions 
there, and afterwards erected lodges at several other places 
along the Coast- Nominally this Company held the sole 
English rights to trade on the Coast, but in reality the 
trade remained open and anyone who cared to do so went 
there. The Company tried to stop these private ventures 
whenever it came to their knowledge that such a voyage 
was being planned, and in 1637 the Talbot was so stopped; 
but as a rule their efforts were of little avail, for the pro­
moters of such undertakings nearly always kept their 
destination secret until they were clear of the last English 
port. 

On the 18th of December 1636 the western districts of 
the Gold Coast were visited by an earthquake, which 
caused the tunnel and galleries of the Portuguese gold 
mine at Aboasi to fall in and bury all those who were 
working in it, with the exception of a single soldier, who was 
on guard near the southern entrance to prevent the escape 
of any of the slaves and ran out just in time. The sole 
survivors of the disaster were this man, Juan Rodrigues, 
Fernan Diaz, and Pedro Gomez the engineers, and three 
other soldiers. They had all been above ground when the 
accident happened. That night they camped around the 
ruins intending to leave at daybreak and report. The 
Awoin villages, however, had shared in the catastrophe, 
and the Fetish Priests of course attributed it to the ven­
geance of the sasabonsum of the hill and demanded 
sacrifices to appease his wrath. During the night, there­
fore, they led the villagers against the little camp and 
surprised it. Five of the Portuguese were at once secured, 
and one of the others was shot down as he tried to make 
off; but the seventh, though wounded in the thigh by an 
arrow, managed to escape. The prisoners were taken into 
the still open southern end of the tunnel, and there bound 
hand and foot and left as a propitiatory offering to the 
outraged god, while the Awoins tore down the supports of 
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the tottering roof and rolled great boulders of rock over 1592-1642 
t he entrance until it was completely closed up and un- CHAP. v 
recognizable. The wounded soldier who had escaped saw 
all this as he lay trembling in his hiding-place on the hill-
side above, and next morning dragged himself painfully 
over the five miles t o Fort Duma, where he died of tetanus 
from his wound. Here too everything was in ruins. The 
guard-room roof had fallen in, crushing three of the soldiers, 
and all that now remained of Fort Duma was a heap of 
crumbled masonry, in the midst of which stood a few pieces 
of rent and tottering wall. The surviving members of the 
garrison had been awaiting the return of the party from 
the mine, but when they heard the news of their fate they 
lost no more time in abandoning the place, and retired to 
Axim, where they found that Fort San Antonio itself had 
been much shaken and damaged and had its walls fi ssured 
in several places. 

Their disastrous defeat a t Ampeni had not made the 
Dutch any the less anxious to gain possession of Elmina ; 
if anything, the added desire to wipe out the disgrace of 
that first defeat had made them more determined than 
ever. Nicholas Van Ypren was now Governor of Mori, and 
had followed the policy of gradually weaning the people 
from their allegiance to the Portuguese to such good 
purpose that, with the aid of large presents and still larger 
promises, he had now succeeded in obtaining from nearly 
every Chief on the Coast a guarantee that he would join in 
another attack on Elmina so soon as a favourable oppor­
tunity should arise. It is said that he had even contrived 
to bring about a division among the garrison of the Castle. 

Having thus paved the way for another attempt on the 
fortress, Van Ypren wrote to the Directors of the Dutch 
West India Company telling them what he had done and 
assuring them that, if they could now supply h im with a 
sufficient force, he had every reason to hope that he would 
be able to capture the Castle. The chief reason for their 
anxiety to secure this place was that they already had 
Possessions in Brazil, and hoped that if they could establish 
themselves on both sides of the Atlantic, they would be 
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1592-1642 able to control the trade to the East Indies to the exclusion 
CHAP. v of all other nations. Moreover, Holland was then at war 

with Spain, of which Portugal had been a province since 
r 580, and the Dutch being unable to effect very much 
against the Spanish troops on land, had to rely on harassing 
the enemy at sea, where they were uniformly successful. 

When Van Ypren's letter was received, Count Maurice of 
Nassau, a near relative of the Prince of Orange and Gover­
nor of the West India Company's Possessions in South 
America, was in Brazil with a fleet of thirty-two ships, 
including twelve men-of-war, on board which he had 2,700 

picked troops. The news from the Gold Coast was, there­
fore, forwarded to him, with a request that he would detach 
as many men and ships as he could spare from his squadron 
and send them to Van Ypren's assistance. Count Maurice 
was so impressed with the importance of this scheme, that 
he decided to go to the Gold Coast himself. He took nine 
men-of-war, well manned and provided with large reserves 
of ammunition, and gave the command of the troops to 
Colonel Hans Coine. 

This fleet arrived off Cape Lahou on the Ivory Coast 
on the 25th of June r637, and, as soon as the ships had 
dropped anchor, a letter was sent to Van Ypren at Mori, 
informing him of the arrival of the troops and asking him to 
choose a suitable spot for their disembarkation. He was 
warned to keep their arrival secret, especially from the 
English, lest they should suspect their object and do 
something to thwart them. The fleet then sailed down to 
Assini, where Count Maurice had arranged to await the 
Governor's reply. Here an unforeseen difficulty arose, 
for the people naturally concluded the ships had come to 
trade, and came off in eighteen canoes to barter their ivory. 
But the Dutch had no trade goods with them, and had to 
put them off from day to day, while they sent another 
urgent message to Van Ypren begging him to complete his 
preparations with the least possible delay; for they now 
lived in continual dread that the people would suspect and 
reveal their object and possibly ruin the expedition by 
giving the Portuguese time to prepare for their defence or 
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raising the opposition of the English. These fears, how- 1592-1642 
ever, were groundless: the people believed they were CHAP. v 
putting them off in order to obtain better prices, and a 
few days later came out and said that their Fetish had 
revealed to them that there were seven other ships on 
their way to the Coast, which would soon arrive and ruin 
the trade of the Du tch. 

Van Ypren's reply now arrived instructing Count 
Maurice to bring his fleet to Komenda, where he promised 
to join him. In the meantime, Van Ypren had secured 
the alliance of the Komendas by promising them large 
rewards if the Castle should be taken, and by the time the 
fleet arrived there they were ready to join it in 200 canoes. 
The combined fleets left Komenda on the 24th of August, 
and sailed down towards Cape Coast, where the troops 
were disembarked early on the morning of the 26th in a 
little creek about half a mile to westward of the Cape. 
This must have been the opening of the lagoon or salt 
pond at Free Town, which, though usually quite shut off 
from the sea, has been opened from time to time, and 
must have been permanently connected with the sea until 
the sand silted up and closed its mouth. 

The Dutch force consisted of 800 soldiers and 500 sea­
men, besides the Komendas, who probably mustered be­
tween 1,000 and I AOO men. Each man carried rations for 
three days. They advanced towards Elmina in three 
divisions: William Latan led the advance guard and John 
Godlaat the main body, while Colonel Coine himself 
commanded the rear guard. About mid-day they reached 
the Rio Dolce (Sweet River), where a halt was called to 
rest the men and give them an opportunity to have some­
thing to eat while the scouts were sent forward to find 
out the strength and disposition of the enemy. 

It was absolutely essential for the Dutch to gain posses­
sion of the hill on which the Chapel of San J ago stood; 
for this overlooked the Castle on its weakest side, and was 
the only position from which it could be attacked with any 
reasonable hope of success. But when the scouts returned, 
they reported that the hill was being defended by a force 
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of about a thousand Elminas which had been posted at its 
foot. Four companies of fusiliers were, therefore, sent to 
drive them back; but they advanced too far, and were so 
vigorously attacked by the Elminas that they were re­
pulsed with heavy loss. The Elminas then seem to have 
imagined that they had already won the day, and, cutting 
off the heads of the fallen Dutchmen, carried them in 
triumph through the town. So many went to celebrate 
their victory in this way, that very few men were left to 
hold the position, and Major Bongarzon, coming up with 
a reserve detachment, quickly put this small party to 
flight with a loss of only four of his own men and ten of 
the native allies. The Elminas then realized too late that 
the battle had only just begun, and, hurrying back from 
the town, twice attempted to retake the position; but 
though they fought well and inflicted some further losses 
on the Dutch, including William Latan and several more 
men killed, they were eventually driven back into the 
valley between San J ago and the hills behind it. The 
few Portuguese who had been with them at once sought 
refuge in the Chapel of San J ago and their redoubt, 
where they were soon afterwards attacked and forced to 
surrender. 

Meanwhile, Colonel Coine had been having two paths 
cut through the bush, one leading to the summit of the hill 
and the other to the Sweet River, so that he could obtain 
fresh water and ascend the hill without using the path 
made by the Portuguese to their redoubt; for this led up 
immediately in front of the Castle and was covered by its 
guns. Two pieces of cannon and a mortar were then 
brought up and mounted on the hill, whence fire was 
opened on the Castle and ten or twelve grenades thrown 
against it; but they did little or no damage, as the range 
was too great. The Dutch, however, were perfectly safe 
where they were, for the Castle's only means of defence on 
this side were two small cannon mounted over an old 
walled-up gate, which were quite useless against an enemy 
on the hill. In the meantime, while the attention of the 
Portuguese had been engaged by the bomban:l.ment of the 
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Castle, the Komendas had been sent across the River 1592-1642 
Benya to attack the town, which lay on the opposite bank CHAP. v 
under its walls, and, having advanced under cover of the 
banks of the river, now succeeded in driving off all the 
cattle and sheep. 

Coine, who was anxious to avoid risking his men un-
o necessarily, could not however afford to delay, owing to 

the limited supplies that his men had with them. At day­
break the next morning, therefore, he sent a trumpeter to 
summon the Castle to surrender, threatening to put all 
the garrison to the sword if they did not yield quickly. 
The Portuguese Governor replied that the decision did not 
rest with him alone, but that he must first consult his 
officers and people; he therefore asked for a three days' 
armistice before giving his answer. Coine of course could 
not agree to this or his men would have been starving, and 
sent word that he would only give him one day. Next 
morning the trumpeter was again sent to the Castle to 
demand the Governor's answer, but the drawbridge was 
kept raised and the gates closed. Coine therefore brought 
up his whole force and, moving the guns nearer to the 
fortress, renewed the bombardment; whereupon the 
Portuguese sent out two heralds with full powers to arrange 
the terms of capitulation. 

These, which were shameful enough to the Portuguese, 
were agreed upon as follows: 

I . The Governor, officers, garrison, mulattos, etc., to 
march out with their wives and children, but without 
colours or arms, and taking nothing with them beyond one 
suit of clothes each. 

2. The Dutch to have all the gold, merchandize, slaves 
and other property then in the Castle, with the exception 
of twelve slaves, which were to be allowed to the Portuguese 
as servants. 

3. The Portuguese to be allowed to carry away all those 
ornaments of their church that were not made of gold 
or silver. 

4. The Portuguese to be put on board the Dutch 
warships and provided with the necessaries of life until 
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1592-1642 they could be landed on the Island of San Thome 
CHAP. v (St. Thomas).l 

Thus the celebrated Castle of San Jorge del Mina fell 
into the hands of the Dutch on Saturday the 29th of 
August r637. A Dutch inscription over the main gate still 
exists recording the event, and a white stone let into the 
pathway leading from the bridge over the River Benya to 
the Castle marks the spot where the Portuguese Governor 
handed ov er the keys of the fortress to Colonel Coine. The 
garrison had been so reduced by death and neglect that 
only about thirty men were left to march out of the Castle, 
and even they were nearly all sick. The Dutch found 
very little gold or merchandize in the place; but they took 
30 good brass cannon, 9,000 pounds of powder, 800 cannon­
balls and 10 casks of musket-balls, 300 packages of flints 
and 36 Spanish swords, besides a great number of axes, 
pikes and other weapons, most of which, however, had 
been much neglected and were very rusty. It was not 
want of ammunition, therefore, that had been the cause 
of the feeble defence made by the Portuguese. 

Colonel Coine now left Captain Walraeven Van Malburg 
and r 40 men to garrison the Castle while he went down 
to Mori to make arrangements for moving the Dutch 
headquarters to Elmina. At the same time, he sent a 
letter by canoe summoning the Portuguese Commandant 
at Axim to surrender. He hoped that the consternation 
following the fall of their principal stronghold would prove 
sufficient to ensure the submission of any other Portuguese 
on the Coast at his mere word; but he soon found that 
this man was not such a poltroon as the Governor of 
Elmina, and the only answer he got was a defiant message 
challenging him to do his worst, the Commandant de­
claring that, as for himself, he would hold the ' fort for the 
King his master until his last breath. With this the Dutch 
had to be content for a time; but in r640 Portugal, taking 
advantage of the distracted condition of Spain, achieved 
her independence under the House of Braganza, and war 

1 There was also a provision that the life of a Dutch deserter named 
Herman should be spared. 
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immediately broke out between her and Holland on the 1592-1642 
question of the possession of Brazil. It was during these CHAP. v 
hostilities that the Dutch attacked and captured Fort 
San Antonio on the 9th of January 1642, and by the treaty 
of peace concluded soon afterwards the Portuguese formally 
ceded all their Possessions on the Gold Coast to the Dutch 
West India Company in return for Holland's renunciation 
of her claims to sovereignty in Brazil. 

The Portuguese version of the fall of Elmina is entirely 
different to that of Barbot and Dapper which has been 
given above; but there is no difficulty in deciding which 
is correct. They say that a Dutch ship anchored in 
Elmina roads, either to obtain provisions or out of curiosity 
to see the place, and that her Captain became very friendly 
with the Portuguese Governor. They exchanged presents 
and entertained each other, and the Governor a lso pur­
chased a considerable quantity of the Dutchman's trade 
goods on his own account, paying for them in gold. Before 
the ship sailed, the Governor invited the Captain to return 
as soon as he could with a large cargo, guaranteeing him a 
successful voyage and promising to have plenty of gold and 
ivory ready for him on his arrival. 

The Dutchman now schemed to take possession of the 
place, and on his return to Holland laid his plans before 
the States-General. Their approval having been obtained, 
special short light cannon were cast and packed in boxes 
to represent cases of merchandize, and quantities of small 
arms and ammunition were made up into bales to appear 
like ordinary trade goods. These were put on board a ship 
with a small supply of the usual articles for the Coast trade 
and presents for the Portuguese Governor; but instead of 
the thirty or forty men which was the usual complement of 
a merchantman of forty guns, 300 picked men sailed in her. 
Six months later she anchored off Elmina. Presents were 
sent to the Governor, and her Captain reported that, owing 
to want of fresh provisions and other privations, sickness 
had broken out among his men, who were nearly all seriously 
ill. He therefore begged the Governor's permission to 
.iand them and treat them in a hospital camp on shore. 

1-7 
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1592-1642 Leave was granted and a site for the camp chosen on 
CHAP. v San J ago's Hill, where the sick men might reap the full 

benefit of the sea breeze. Tents were pitched, and the sup­
posed invalids, and incidentally the cases containing the 
cannon, were carried up in hammocks. Engineer officers 
posing as surgeons accompanied them, and bales of arms 
and ammunition were landed as medical stores and other 
necessaries. As it was found that the" sick men" com­
plained of the intense heat and want of proper ventilation 
in the t ents, it was next decided to erect barracks, a work 
in which some of the Portuguese soldiers themselves were 
paid to assist. These were so arranged by the" surgeons" 
that they could easily be converted into batteries. The 
Governor and Portuguese officers suspected nothing, being 
too afraid of possible infection to approach the working 
parties . They were, moreover, well entertained by the 
Dutch Captain and his officers, who did all they could to 
distract their attention from the suspicious number of 
loads that was being taken up to the camp. In two days ' 
time all the arms and ammunition had been disembarked, 
and the Dutch then began to raise earthworks under cover 
of the temporary walls of the huts. 

Their preparations were soon completed, and the Dutch 
then invited some of the Portuguese to join them in a 
shooting party, and even borrowed guns from them, 
pretending that their own were still on board the ship. 
In the evening they entertained their guests to supper on 
the hill, and plied them so well with wine that they were 
unable to return to the Castle. During the night the 
temporary walls were taken down, thus uncovering the 
now finished batteries, and when the Portuguese awoke 
they were astonished to find themselves prisoners in a 
respectably fortified camp, with the "surgeons" com­
manding the plague-stricken crew, who now appeared as 
soldiers under arms and in the best of health. The Dutch 
Captain at once sent to summon the few Portuguese who 
remained in the Castle to surrender, threatening to butcher 
everyone of them if they did not comply immediately_ 
The ship at the same time stood in towards the shore and 
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prepared to bombard the fortress from that side, and the 1592-1642 
Governor, deprived of most of his officers as he was, had CHAP. v 
no alternative but to surrender. 

This ridiculous tale, invented by the Portuguese to 
cover the disgrace of their defeat, teems with so many 
palpable absurdities that it is utterly incredible. Their 
disposition towards all strangers who came to trade on the 
Coast, and the treatment they consistently meted out to 
them, are too well known to admit for one moment of the 
belief that they would ever have permitted any foreign ship 
to resort to Elmina and enjoy the privileges here described; 
and even assuming that the Governor himself had been 
bribed, it would still have been absolutely impossible for 
any of these preparations to have been carried out under 
the suspicious eyes of the other Portuguese officers . But 
in the case of the Dutch, the absurdity of the whole story 
is accentuated by the facts that they had a Settlement of 
their own at Mori, a few miles only from Elmina, to which 
they could have gone, and that they had already given 
unmistakable proof of their intentions by their attempt 
on Elmina only twelve years before this alleged deception. 
There can be no doubt, therefore, that the version pre­
viously given is the correct one. The only possible point 
that could be mentioned in support of the Portuguese 
story is the extraordinary similarity between the methods 
here attributed to the Dutch and those actually practised 
by some others of their nation in another part of Africa 
within recent times. 

Though it is now over two and a half centuries, since 
the Portuguese were finally driven from the Gold Coast, 
many traces of their 160 years' occupation are still to 
be found in words in common use and in geographical 
names. The Dutch and English, however, have left few 
such marks. This may be due to the fact that the Portu­
guese mixed more with the people than these other nations 
have ever done, but is more probably attributable to the 
perpetuation of the names originated by the Portuguese 
in a translated or slightly corrupted form . Examples 
of such words of Portuguese derivation are: palaver 
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1592-1642 (palabra), panyar (apanhar), fetish (feiti<;:o), piccaninny 
CHAP. v (picania), caboceer (cabeceiro), and dash me 1 (das me). 

Many of the old Portuguese geographical names, too, 
still persist, as: Gold Coast (Costa del Oro), Cape Three 
Points (Cabo de Tres Puntas), Cape Coast (Cabo Corso),2 
Elmina (San Jorge del Mina), River Volta (Rio Volta), 
River Ankobra (Rio Cobre), and many others . Many of 
the names used by them, on the other hand, have quite 
disappeared; Ampeni is no longer known as Terra Pequena 
nor the River Pra as the Rio San Juan. It was the 
Portuguese, too, who first introduced .cattle into the 
country and the prickly pear with which to fence their 
enclosures. They are also .said to have brought Indian 
corn and the sugar-cane from the Island of San Thome 
and the banana and pineapple from the Congo. It is 
also asserted that some parts of the funeral customs and 
other ceremonies of the people, especially in the neigh­
bourhood of Elmina, show some traces of the influence of 
Roman Catholic ritual; and this may very possibly be the 
correct explanation of their origin, for the Portuguese, 
so long as they were on the Coast, adhered to this object 
of Prince Henry, and maintained missionary priests to 
instruct the people in their religion. Nor were these the 
only missionaries on the Coast, for Barbot records the 
fact that some French Capuchine priests were sent out to 
Assini in 1635 " and at first made some progress among the 
people; who treated them very courteously, and seemed 
to have some relish of Christianity; but soon after, they 
scoffed at them, and their doctrine." Three of these men 
died at Assini, and the other two then" withdrew to the 
Portuguese near Axim, being no longer able to bear with 
the insulting behaviour of the Blacks, and their deriding 
the Christian religion." 3 

1 Sarbah (Fanti National Constitution) thinks the derivation of 
"dash" is the F anti .. da~i " (thank you) . 

2 A ridiculous corruption. The original name, meaning .. cruising 
cape," was doubtless given to it from its use as a landmark by the 
Portuguese sailors. 

3 Barbot, p. 305. 
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THE FIRST ANGLO-DUTCH WAR 

1642 TO 1672 

THE Dutch greatly improved Elmina Castle. They re- 1642-1672 
stored the Bastion de France, connecting it with the main CHAP. VI 

building by a long gallery, and generally extended and 
improved the fortifications, until, in the course of a few 
y ears, the whole building had been very considerably 
enlarged. Having proved its weakness on the north-east, 
where it faced St. J ago's Hill, they set about remedying 
this serious defect as soon as possible. To this end they 
built a strong fort on the summit of the hill in 1638, which 
was planned with four batteries and a tower, whence 
watch could be kept over a wide expanse of country and 
ships sighted thirty miles out at sea. It was named Fort 
Conraadsburg 1 and garrisoned . by an ensign's guard of 
twenty-five men, who were relieved every twenty-four 
hours. The greatest care was always taken to prevent the 
defences of this fort being inspected, and no strangers were 
ever admitted to it under any pretence, for the Dutch 
rightly regarded it as the key to the Castle. They also 
built a stone bridge, with a wooden drawbridge in its 
centre, across the River Benya, and cut a wide road from 
it to the new fort. Another battery was then constructed 
on this side of the Castle and mounted with six guns, which 
covered the road to the fort and were capable of being 
turned on the latter in case of need, and a second smaller 
battery was raised on another hill 2 as an additional pro-
tection to it. 

1 Now generally known as Fort St. Jago, after. the hill on which it 
stands. 

2 Either Java Hill or St. Joseph's Hill. 
lOr 
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1642-1672 Besides these material improvements in the defences, 
CHAP. VI a great deal of other work was carried out from time to 

time in after years. Stone walls were built along the 
banks of the River Benya converting it into a harbour into 
which small vessels could enter and, after passing through 
the drawbridge, refit under the guns of the Castle. Many 
fine stone houses were also built and some good roads made 
in the town rather later. Nor were these improvements 
confined to Elmina; at Mori a half-moon was cut off Fort 
Nassau and the buildings further improved and strength­
ened, and in about 1640 or 1642 the old Portuguese lodge 
at Shama and their own at Butri were converted into small 
forts with four batteries each. The former had been 
called San Sebastian by the Portuguese, and this name was 
now retained by the Dutch, while the fort at Butri, which 
was built by one Carolus, was named Fort Batenstein. 
Other lodges were built at Anamabo, Kormantin, Accra 
and Corso (Cape Coast). 

Very little is definitely known of the history of the 
Gold Coast during the first few years after the expulsion 
of the Portuguese, and a great deal has to be inferred from 
subsequent records in which mention is made of forts 
and Settlements then in existence at various places along, 
the Coast and possessed by different European nations. 
At this time the enormous profits that were to be derived 
from the Slave Trade attracted others to the Coast, and 
the Danes and Swedes soon began to compete with the 
English and Dutch, so that in all probability many in­
teresting but unfortunately unrecorded disputes and 
transactions took place. After the final conquest of the 
Portuguese by the Dutch, all their Settlements of course 
came into the possession of the latter nation; but though 
we find some of these places occupied by others very soon 
afterwards, it is impossible to decide whether these changes 
were brought about by the reoccupation of posts that 
had been abandoned by the Dutch or by their forcible 
ejection from them. Thus important forts or castles are 
suddenly mentioned as being in existence at Christiansborg 
and Cape Coast, but of their origin next to nothing is 
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known, and there were doubtless many other lodges built 1642-1672 
at this time. CHAP. V[ 

Christiansborg is said to have been occupied first by 
the Portuguese, from whom the Swedes took it in 1645 . 
At this time it seems to have been a fortified house rather 
than a fortress, and was known as Ursu Lodge. If it is 
true that the Portuguese were the first settlers there, this 
lodge was probably built after the demolition of their fort 
at Accra in 1578, and it is quite possible that they may 
have been here as late as 1645, for, though they had then 
lost both Elmina and Axim, the Dutch do not appear to 
have frequented the eastern districts of the Gold Coast 
until several years later. 

Cape Coast Castle, obscure though its early history is, 
seem~ to have witnessed many changes. Reindorf, whose 
writings deal principally with the traditions of the Accra 
district, says: "Cape Coast Castle (the Castle at Cabo 
Corso) was built in the year 1652 by the Swedes . The 
foundation was laid by its commandant, Isaac Miville, a 
Swiss from Basel. The first name of the Castle was 
, Carolus-burg' (Charles' fort). In 1658 it was taken by 
the enterprising Heinrich Karloff, a native of Sweden, then 
in the service of the Danish Company, and thus it fell into 
the hands of the Danes .... But unfortunately Immanuel 
Schmid, the successor of Karloff, surrendered the Castle .. . 
to the Dutch in 1659 . After this the natives of Fetu 
(Efutu) besieged Cape Coast Castle and took it in 1660; 
but the Swedes retook it from their hands and kept it 
from that year to 1663, when the Fetus retook it from the 
Swedes by surprise and treachery. Now the English, 
Danes, and Dutch respectively endeavoured to get posses­
sion of it by negotiation, but all failed . On the second 
of May 1663, however, the Fetus voluntarily surrendered 
it to the Dutch. It had not been one year in their 
possession, when it was attacked by Admiral Sir Robert 
Holmes by land and by sea and captured on the 
third of May 1664." 1 Some of the latter part of this 
account is certainly incorrect, but this does not neces-

1 Reindorf. p . 14. 
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1642-1672 sarily prove that there is no groundwork of truth in the 
CHAP . V I remainder. 

Ellis sums up what is known of the early history of this 
building as follows: "The question as to when Cape Coast 
Castle was built is involved in great obscurity . Smith, 
Surveyor of the Royal African Company, who visited the 
Gold Coast in 1727, says the Portuguese founded it in 
1610; while Barbot (1687) says it was built by the Dutch 
shortly after the capture of Elmina. Neither of these 
gives any authority for his statement, and Barbot con­
tradicts himself in two other places, saying in one that the 
Dutch' had a pretty good fort at Cape Coast, which they 
bought of the factor of one Caroloff, who had built it for 
the Danish Company,' and in the other that' Cape Coast 
is famous for the castle the English built there.' In any 
case Smith is in error, for there is abundant evidence to 
show that the Portuguese had no fort at Cape Coast, and 
Barbot's statement that it was built by the Dutch is 
directly traversed by the complaint made by the African 
Company in November 1662, in which it is said the 
Dutch had no factory at Cape Coast. There seems, 
therefore, but little doubt that Cape Coast Castle was 
built by the English , but at what date is uncertain. The 
probability is that it was built shortly before the forma­
tion of the Company of 1662, perhaps in 1662, for there 
is no mention made of it before January 1663." 1 

The Portuguese author Vasconcellos, however, in his 
Life of King John, writing of the time when the Portuguese 
were still in possession of Elmina, and therefore prior 
to 1637, says of the Dutch that " they held without any 
other right but force, the fort at Boutroe four leagues 
from that at A-xim, also the settlements of Kora, Kormantin 
and Aldea del Tuerto at Komendo." This Kora can 
have been no otner place than Cape Korea, as Cape Coast 
was often called. 

Meredith says the Danish force under Sir Henry Carlof 
(1657) "conquered the Swedish forts Carolusborg (now 
Cape Coast), Taccarary, Annamaboe, .and Ursu Lodge 

1 Ellis, History ot the Gold Coast, p. 53. 
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(now Christiansborg)." 1 In another place the same 1642-1672 
au thor says the Castle was originally built by the Portu- CHAP. VI 

guese and ceded to the Dutch with their other Possessions 
in 1642. Barbot again, when writing of a Danish fort near 
the Castle, which will be referred to later , says" the Danes 
being formerly expell'd from Corso by the Dutch, made 
choice of that mount, as a proper place to build a fort." 2 

The name Carolusborg suggest s the possibility tl;lat this 
place may have been built or enlarged by the same Carolus 
who built Fort Batenstein for the Dutch in 1640; and 
though Ellis says there is abundant evidence to prove that 
the Portuguese had no fort at Cape Coast, yet he gives 
none, and the statement of Vasconcellos quoted above 
certainly seems to show that they had, and that the Dutch 
had ousted them from it. V,Then Towrson was trading on 
the Coast between 1555 and 1558, he was a ttacked by the 
Portuguese a t Cape Coast , and in 1663 the Dutch Governor 
of Elmina, Jean Valkenburg, complained that" in 1647, 
the English had encouraged the Dutch vassals at Cabo 
Corso t o rebel." 

But although these statements are so conflicting, there 
are several points on which they show a general agreement, 
and they are not really so irreconcilable as they appear 
to be. After the dat e of the voyages of Towrson, it is 
known that the Portuguese made very determined efforts 
to drive all strangers from the Coast , and, having already 
found the English tra ding at Cape Coast within eight miles 
of their headquarters, there is nothing m ore likely than 
that they would have established a small fortified post or 
lodge there to protect their interests. This may very 
possibly have been built in about 1610 ; but when a little 
later their trade declined and their garrisons were weak­
ened, this would have been one of the first places that 
they would have abandoned. This would be quite suffi­
cient to account for the absence of all opposition to the 
landing of the Dutch in 1637, which is presumably the 
evidence upon which Ellis was rely ing . The deserted 
lodge would then have come into t he possession of the 

1 Meredith, p . 197. • Barbot, p. 172. 
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1642-1672 Dutch, who apparently did not think it worth garrisoning, 
CHAP, VI so that when in after years the Swedes resorted to the 

Coast, they were able to settle at this place without 
opposition, Their occupation of Cape Coast is said to 
date from 1652, and there is a general agreement that 
in 1657 or 1658 Karloff, or Carlof, dispossessed them and 
took the' place for the Danish Company. What happened 
after this is very doubtful, and the place may have changed 
hands more than once, and even have been taken by the 
Fetus and passed from them back again to the Dutch, as 
is alleged, before it came into the possession of the English, 
as it undoubtedly had done by 1662 or 1663. Until then 
the fort was probably no more than a lodge, and it was at 
this time that the Castle itself seems to have been built, 
either as an addition to and improvement on the original 
lodge, or near it. It is most likely, however, that the 
latter course was adopted, and that the fortified house close 
to the Castle, and occupied by a native trading agent or 
middle-man, which will be referred to later, was the old 
lodge which had been left untouched and handed over 
to him. 

The Accras were at first as strongly opposed to the 
erection of European forts in their country as they had 
been in the time of the Portuguese, and it was not until 
about 1642 that the Danes and Dutch, after giving con­
siderable presents to the King, succeeded in obtainjng his 
permission to build store houses, undertaking to pay 
seven marks of gold (£224) annually for the concession. 
Having once secured a footing in the place in this manner, 
they continually insinuated the necessity of converting 
these houses into proper forts in order to protect the Accras 
in time of need from the attacks of their inveterate foes 
the Akwamus. This was at last agreed to, and the Dutch 
then built a stone fort with a tiled roof, which they named 
Creve Creur. It was completed in about the year 1650, 
but it was not until some years later, 1673 in fact, that 
the English were given a similar privilege. At this time 
the Swedes held Ursu Lodge, but in 1657 Frederick III of 
Denmark sent an expedition to the Gold Coast under Sir 


