
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































xx - MEMOIRS OF GRANVILLE SHARP. 

reputation as a lawyer, compel me to guard against the adoption of his avowed doctrine!! 
in the present case; lest precept, as well as impunity, should encourage the Liverpooi 
traders to multiply tbeir murders, to the disgrace of the English name, and to the 
destruction of the hUlllan species. "If any man of them'; (said the le.arned advooa!e for 
Live.rpool iniquity, speaking of the murderers in the present case), "if any man of tbem 
" was allowed to be tried at the Old Bailey for a murder, I cannot h.elp thinking, if that 
" charge of murder was attempted to be sustained, it would be folly and rasbness to a 
" degree of and, so far from tbe cQarge of murder lying against th"ese people, 
" there is not the least imputation- of cruelty I will not say, but-of impropl'iety: not 
"in tlte least!!!" 

This destruction of living men he considered, it seems, as if it were merely the case 
of chattels or goods. "It is really so," says he: "it is the case of throwing over 
" goods: for to this purpose, and the purpose of this insurance, they are goods and 
" property; and whetber rigbt or wrong, we bave nothing to do with':' But at tbe same 
time, he ought not to Iiave forgot the nature of tbese goods or property, for that is the 
most material circumstance of the case; and yet he either indiscriminately overlooked, 
or criminally suppressed, this most indispensable point of consideration-viz. that it is 
also tlte case oj tltrowing OVe1' living men,' and that, notwithstanding they are, in one 
sense, unhappily considered as goods or chattels (to the eternal disgrace of this nation!), 
yet that still they are men; that their existence in ltuman nature, and their actual rights 
as men, nay, as brethren, still remaiu! So that the supposed property in their persons 
(which is so highly, so shamefully favoured) is, after all, a very limited sort of property­
limited, I say, by the inevitable consideration (if we are not brutes ourselves) of thoil' 
'tuman nature,' and therefore the argument of the learned lawyer, asserting that this is 
the case of chattels or goods, whereby -he endeavoured to suppress the idea of their 
being at tlte same time human persons, and the necessary consideration in of the 
life of man, which our law requires, is certainly liable to the imputation, not only of 
cruelty and intprozn'iety (though he has asserted the contrary), but must also be imputed 
to the grossest indiscrimination, wbich is unpardonable in his profession as a lawyer, 
especially when the most obvious natural right of human nature is at stake-viz. the right 
even to life itself. 

The property of these poor injured Negroes in their O1On lives, their 
unhappy state of slavery, was infinitely superior, and more to be javoul'ed, in law, than 
the slave-holders' or slave-dealers' iniquitous claim of property in their persons,' and 
therefore the casting them alive into the sea, though ins-ured as property, and valued at 
thirty pounds per head, is not to be deemed the , case of throwing over goods, &c. 
according' to the learned advocate's indiscriminate argument, "as any otlier in'ational 
cargo," says he, " or inanimate cargo, might be," &c., but it is a flagrant offence against 
God, and against all mankind; which, so far from deserving the favour of' a judgment 
against tbe insurers, to make good the pecuniary value of the property as of mere 
goods and chattels, ought to, have been examined and punished with the utmost rigotM', 
for the exemplary prevention of such inhuman 'practices for the future; hecause our 
cemmon law ought to be deemed competent to find a remedy in all cases of violence and 
injustice whatsoever. "Lex semper dabit remedium." "Lex HOMINEM rebus qjus pr(1Jjert, 
vitam et libertatem (not the slava-holder's property) et JUSTlTIAM omnibus." "Lex 
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lib~rtati, vi till, pudicitil1l, et dotifavet; RECTO autem in omnibus et ANTE O·MNIA." Life 
and liberty, therefore, are rigltts which demand favour and preference in law; so .that a 
rigltt to live oug-ht by no meaus to have been sU'ppressed in favour of a mere pecuniary 
claim in the most doubtful species of property, the service of Slaves, the very reverse 
of what the law is required to favour, and which it cannot countenance without tincture 
of iniquity, nor without violence to its own excellent principles. The learned }awyel' 
ought not to have neglected these necessary maxims: but, on the contrary, his 
argument was so lamentably unwor-thy of his dignity and public character, and so 
banefully immoral in its tendency to encourage ' the superlative degree of all oppres­
sion, Wilful ]}Iurder, that the author of it, as well as the indiscriminate jury who 
favoured the horrible transaction by their judgment against the iusurers, . must be 
cOl1sidered as abettors and parties, in the g-uilt at least, of all the ~urders of tile same 
kind that may hereafter be promoted by this failure of justice, and by the lamentabI'e 
want of distinction between good and evil which has been so notoriously manifested in 
this inhuman business. 

The only pleas of necessity that can legally be admitted, or are worthy of being 
mentioned in this case, are--lst. A necessity incumbent upon the whole kingdom· to 
vindicate our national justice, by the most exemplary punishment of the murderers 
mentioned in these vouchers ;-2d. The necessity of putting an entire stop to the Slave 
Trade, lest any similar deeds of barbarity, occasioned by it, should speedily involve the 
whole nation in some such tremendous calamity as may unquestionably mark the avenging, 
hand of God, who has promised to destroy tlte "destroyers of tlte eartlt •. " 

Old Jewry, 2d July, 1183. 

No. IX. 

SOME REMARKS ON A LATE ATTE1HPT TO VINDICATE THE SLAVE TRADE 
BY THE LAWS OF GOD.-(see p. 262.) 

A REVEREND Author, Mr. Thomas Thompson, M.A., has lately attempted to prove 
tbat" the Africau Trade for Negro Slaves is consistent with the principles of Itumanity 
and revealed religion." 

From Leviticus xxv. 39-46, the Rev. Mr. Thompson draws his principal conclusion 
'-viz. " that the buying and selling of Slaves is not contrary to the laws of natuTe; for" 
(says he) .. the Jewish constitutions were strictly t~erewith consistent in all points; and 
" these are, in certain cases, the rule by 'which is determined, by learned lawyers and 
.. casuists, what is or is not contrary to nature." But these premises are not true; for the 
Jewish constitutions were not strictly consistent with the laws of nature in all points, as 
Mr. Thompson supposes, and consequently his principal conclusion thereupon is erroneous . 
Many things were formerly tolerated among the Israelites, merely through the mercy and 
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'forbearance of God, in 'consideration of their extreme frailty and inahility at that time to 
beaf a more perfect system of law. Other laws there are in the Five Books (besides the 
ceremonial laws, now abrogated) which are merely municipal, being adapted to the pecu­
liar polity of the Israelitish Commonwealth, on acconnt of its situation in the midst 
of the most barbarous nations, whom the Hebrews were at all times but too much 
inclined to imitate. . 

The universal moral laws, and those of natura~ equity, are, indeed, every where 
plentifully interspersed amongst the peculiar laws above mentioned; but they may very 
easily be distinguished by every sincere Christian, who examines them with a liberal 
mind; because the benevolent purpose of the Divine Author is always apparent in those 
laws which are to be eternally binding : for it is the reason of the law which constitutes 
the lift of tILe law, according to an allowed maxim of our own country, "Ratio legis 
est anima legis." (J enk, cent. 46.) And ~vith respect to these moral and equitable laws, 
I will readily agree, with the Reverend Mr. Thompson, that they are the btlst rules by 
which learned judges and, casuists can determine what is or is nQt contrary to nature, 
(Digression about Law of Nature.) . 

But I shall now give a few examples oflaws which are themselves contrary to nature,ti 
or natural equity, in order to show that Mr. Thompson's premises are totally false. 

The Israelites were expressly peFmitted, by the laws of Moses, to give a bill of divorce 
to their wives whenever they pleased, and to marry other women; and the women who 
were put away were also expressly permitted by the Mosaic Law to marry again during 
the lives 'of their former husbands: all whhlh practices were manifestly contrary to the 
law of nature in its pu~ity, though npt, perhaps, to the nature of our corrupt affections 
aud desires. For Christ himself declares that "from the beginning it was not so," 
(Matt. xix. 8, 9.): and at the SaDJe time our Lord informed · the J e\vs, that H Moses 
because of the hardness of their hearts" suffered them to put away their wives. 

Neither was it according to the law of nature that the Jews were permitted, in their 
behaviour and dealings, tQ make a partial distinction between their brethren of the house 
Qf Israel and strangers. This national partiality was' not, indeed, either commanded or 
recommende~ in their law, but tolented, probably for the same reason as in the 
last-meutioned instance.-" Thou shalt bot lend lipon usury to thy brother," &c. "Unto 

. a stranger thou mayest lenl upon usury," &c. (Deut. xxi.ii. 19.) Again," of aforei;ner 
thou mayest exact (that is, w~atsoever has been lent, as appears by the preceding verses); 
but that which is thine with' thy ~rother, thine hand shall release." (Deut. xv. 3.) 
Now all these laws were cO,ntrary to the law of nature, or natural equity, and were 
certainly ll-unulled, or rather supel'seded, by the more perfect doctrines of UNI V ERSAL 

BENEVOLENCE taught by Christ himself, who" came not to destroy but tofuifil the law;' 
In the Law of Moses we also read, "Thou sl;aIt not avenge or bear , grudge against 

the children of thy people; but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." (Lev. xix. 18.) 
The Jews accordingly thought themselves sufficiently justified., if they confined this 
glorious perfection of charity-viz. to love others as themselves- to the persons men­
tioned in the same verse-viz. tbe children of their own people : for they had no idea 
that so much love could possibly be due to any other sort of neighbours / 01' brethl't)n. 
But Christ taught them, by tbe parable of the (tood Samaritan, that all strangers 
whatever, even those who are declared enemies (as were the Samaritans to the Jews), 

. -
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are to be esteemed our neighbours, or brethren, whenever they stand in need of our 
charitable assistance. The Jewish institution, indeed, as Mr. Thompson remarks, 
permitted the use of bond-servants, but did not permit the bondage of b1·etliren. 
Straugers only could be lawfully retained as bondmen: " Of the Heathen" (or more agree •. 
ably to the Hebrew word, of the nations) " that are round about you: of them shall ye 
buy bondmen and bondmaids. Moreover, of the children of strangers that do sojourn 
among you, of the111 shall ye buy." "They shall be your bondmen for ever." (Leviticus 
xxv. 39-46.) 

This was the law with respect to a stranger that was purchased: but with respect to 
a brotlier, or Hebrew of tlie seed of Abraliam, it was far otherwise, as the same chapter 
testifies (39th verse): "If thy brother that dwelleth with thee be waxen poor, and be sold 
unto thee, thou shalt not compel /tim to serve as a bond-servant; but as a hired servant anc;!. 
a sojourner he shall be with thee, and -shall serve thee unto the year of jubilee; and then 
slialllie depart from thee, botli lie and !lis children with liinl," &c. This was the utmost 
serl'itude that a Hebrew could lawfully exact from any of his brethren of the house of 
Israel, unless the servant entered voluntarily into a perpetual servitude. And let me add; 
that it is also the very utmost servitude that can lawfully be admitted among Cltristians, 
because we are bound, as Christians, to esteem every man our b1'otlier and our neigMour, 
which I have already proved; so that this consequence which I have drawn is ahsolutely 
unavoidable. The Jews, indeed, who do not yet acknowledge the commands of Christ, 
may perhaps still think themselves justified, by the Law of Moses, in making partial 
distinctions between tlieir bretlu-en of Israel and otlier men; but it would be inexcusable 
in Christians: and therefore I conclude that we certainly have no right to exceed the 
limits of servitude which the Jews were bound to observe whenever their poor bretllren 
were sold to them: and I apprehend that w'e must not venture even to go so fm', because 
the laws of b1'otherly love are infinitely enlarged and extended by the Gospel of Peace, 
which proclaims GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN without distinction; and because we 
cannot truly be said to love our neighbours as ourselves, or to do to others as we would 
they should do unto us, whilst we retain them against their will in a despicable servitude, 
as slaves and private property, or mere chattels. The g'lorious system of the Gospel 
destroys all narrow national partiality, and makes us citizens of the world, by obliging 
us to profess unive1'sal benevolence; but ruore especially are we bound, as Christians, to 
commiserate, and assist to the utmost of our power, all persons in distress or capti vity, 
whatsoever the" worshipful Committee of Merchants trading' to Africa" may think of 
it, or their advocate the Rev. Mr. Thompson. 

Charity, indeed, begins at home, and we ought certainly to give the preferenc'e to our 
own oountrymen, whenever we can do so without injustice: but we way not do evil tb at 
good may come (though statesmen and their political deceivers may think otherwise) ; 
we must not, for the sake of Old England and her African trade, or for the supposed 
advantage or imaginary necessities of our American colonies, lay aside our Christian 
cllarity, which we owe to all the rest of mankind, because, whenever we do so, we 
oertainly deserve to be considered in no better light tban as an overgrown society of 
robbers, a mere banditti, who perhaps may love one another, but at the same time are 
at enmity with aU the rest of the world. &c. &c. 
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No. X.-(see p. 292.) 

Extract oj a Letter Jrom Mr. A. AJzelius to his ExceUency the Chevalier, v. Engestrom, 
the Swedish Ambassador in London, dated Sien'a Leone, 15th 1I[0vember, 1794. 

" THE English colony at Sierra Leone had, like all other new colonies, in the beginning 
great difficulties to overcome; but order and industry had begun to show their effects 
in an increasing prosperity.-A new town has been laid out, witi;l regular streets, and a 
little garden belonging to each house. The woods have been cut down to the distance 
of about half a Swedish mile (three and half English) all round the town. Bithis means 
the climate is become healthier, and sickness has diminished. The frme of our colony 
has been spread, not only along the whole western coast of Africa, but also to parts far 
distant fi'pm the coast; and we have had embassies from kings and princes, several 
hundred miles distant; with the view of acquiring a better knowledge of us, and of 
obtaining our friendship. They began to send their children to us with full confidence, 
in order to be brought up in the Christian religion. In short, we were externally 
respected, and internally happy. For my own part, I could never wish for a better 
situation. I had every comfort I wanted. I had a house of my own, which was large 
enough to contain specimens of all the natural treasures of this coast. - It was surrounded 
by a fine garden, in which I had myself planted the scarcest plants and the most beautiful 
aromatic flowers, which delightfully recompensed my pains. I had also many living 
animals, including about thirty birds. Natural curiosities poured into my collection from 
all quarters; and a fresh collection, which I begun on the 4th of last August, was more 
'valuable in the space of two months, than all that J had got together from the time of 
my last return to Sierra Leone. 

" But ali these treasuues are no more. The French have been here and have ruined 
us. Th'ey arrived on the 28th of September last, early in the mornin·g. So well had they 
concealed their nation, that we all took them at first for Eng·lish. They had English­
built vessels, rigged ,in the English manner. They showed the English flag, and had 
their sailors (at least those whom w:e saw 0n deck) dressed like English.. In short, we 
did not perceive our mistake, till we observed them pointing their guns. We had not 
strength sufficient t.o resist, and therefore our Governor gave orders that a flag of truce 
should he hoisted; but they still continued firing. As we did not understand the meaning 
of. this proceeding, we asked them for an explanation, and they answered us, that we 
should display the flag QJ liberty, as a proof of our submission: we assured them that 
it should already have been done, if we had had any such flag, which terminated the 
hostilities from the ships. 

'( By this time most of the jnhabitants bad fled from the town. I was with the 
Governor, together with a numbet of others; but as soon as I was certain that it was an 
enemy's fleet, I went towards my oWl). h~lU~e, with a view to save as much as possible of 
my property and natural collections, but was received in such a manner that I could not 
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venture to proceed. My house was situated near the shore, and. unfortunately just 
opposite the frigate which fired. I saw the balls passing through the house, and heard 
them whizzing about my ears. I saw that I should lose all my property; but life was· 
dearer to me, and I hastened to the woods. 

In the afternoon the enemy landed, finding the town almost destitute of people, but 
rich in provisions, clothing, and other stores. They began immediately to break open 
the houses, and plunder: what the.y did not want they destroyed, burned, or threw into the 
river. They killed all the cattle and animals they found in the fields, streets, yards, or 
elsewhere, not sparing even asses, dogs, and cats. These proceedings they continued 
the whole succeeding week, till they had entirely ruined our beautiful and prospering 
colony. • 

When I returned to the town, I fonnd my heuse converted into a melancholy guard­
house: my money, clothes, my very valuable instruments, and most of my furniture, were 
either carried off or broken to pieces. The rest, which was of no use to the enemy, but 
on which I myself put just and great value, I had the mortification to find so totally 
destroyed, that the sight almost drew tears from my eyes. , My neat and beautiful little 
garden I found entirely ruined, the trees cut down, and the plants pulled up by the roots. 
My living animals and birds were partly eat.en, and partly thrown out of doors with their 
heads cut off. My library ~nd co.1lections of animal .• _ fruit.s, and flowers (preserved in 
spirits of wine), of birds, insects, shells, herbarium fruits, and seeds, together with all my. 
manuscripts, all were thrown down and spread over the whole floor, where they were 
mixed with offals of victuals, treacle, rum, beer, and other things of the kind. 

At last I received leave from the French Commodore to clear away this dirty mixture. 
I had then the floor swept, and collected what was not wholly spoiled in three sacks, which 
now contain all the miserable remnants of my p,roperty, except the clothes on my back. 

When the enemy found nothing more worth plundering, they set fire to all the public 
buildings, and all the hOll.ses belonging to Europeans, and consequently to mine among 
the rest. Nine (!)r ten houses of the colonists· also were burnt by mistake. 

In the mean time, the' enemy was not less acti ve on the water. They took about ten 
or tweJ.ve prizes, including the Company's vessels: most of these they unloaded and 
burned. They took also two of our armed vessels, one of which was a large sbip, laden 
with provisions,. and which had been long expected by us, but unfortunately arrived a few 
days too soon, and was taken, with her whole cargo. We expected at least to receive 
our private lettE)rs; but even this was refused, and they were thrown overboard. 

At last, after infEcting on us every hardship we could suffer, only sparing our 
lives and the houses of the colonists, they sailed on the 13th October last at noon, 
proceeding downwards to the Gold Coast, and left us in the most dreadful situation, 
without provisiou, clothes, houses, or furniture. Most of us must have perished, had not 
our frieuds in tbe neighbourbood, both Natives and Europeans, who were so happy as to 
escape the enemy, kindly sent us what they eould spare. 

Besides the common misfortune, I have several gl'ievances which make me particularlJ 
uneasy. All that I could possihly save from destruction was a few books, some dry 
herbs and seeds, and only a few fragments of my manuscripts. These last were. my 
most valuable property, and the only sure vouchers I could produce, to certify my perse­
verance and attention in my researches, in the course of my travels! But most of thern. 

d 
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are l')() mGre. alil'a many of them 'oon ~evel' he restored: a-li, for ius,tance, my journal ftom 
1!lte time I fic.steame jj@ this pl~ce till this terri,ble catastrophe, &c. Descriptions of 
naJm.a:1 productions, and of my 'collectil>ns, I mi'ght perhaps in a great measure replace, 
had I only the necessary instruments and other requlsi,tes; b1)t I have lost all i . What 
tlltlll CaD a P0(i)l' heggardo in ,a desert? He must endeav(i)ur te employhis 'time in the 
hest mannel', patiently submit to the w-iU of Providence, and wait until assistance can 
arrive. 

Before.I flj1ish, I heg leave to Jtlake two general observations on the conduct of the 
French ill. this place.-iFirst. That they a'Cted contrary to .their own acknowledgeti 
fundamental .prinG-iples~viz. tlte spreading of light and liberty-when they plundered 
this colony, which has been instituted for those very purposes; viz. to abolish the Slave 
Trade, to enIi:ght~n the Afrireans, and te render them virtuous and rational, free and 
happy. This estabIishment, which has )]0 parallel in history, at first so much attracted 
the attention of the National Assembly, that several of.its members, as I have been told, 
wrote to the Directors of the col0l1Y in London, and assured them tbat neither their ships 
nor col(i)ny should be exposed to the Republican ar~s: I have good reason to believe 
that this correspondence is yet preserved. That promise, once made to our Directors" 

• had lulled both them, ana us in the colony, inte so profound a security, that neither they 
nor we could think of any possible attack, and consequently had not put onrselves in any 
state of'defence. 

Secondly. That tbey acted against the laws of neutrality in plundering me. I told 
them that I was a Swede, and a naturalist, who was exposing my life in Africa for the 
iakil of making discoveries for the benefit of all nations, and was residing here only for 
a certain time, without having any, thing farther to do with the English. 

They all acknowledged that I was ill treated, and many of them even insisted that I 
ought to be indemnified for my loss. This sounds well; but that they did not appear to 
be serious, I tllink I can conclude from what I experienced. When I first entered into 
my house, and found that there were still some trunks left, I asked for one of them, but 
was answered ,that it helonged to the Captaiu of one of tbe frigates; and when I thjln 
asked for another, that belonged to such or such an officer, &c. &c. They had, however, 
just before agreed, that i had suffered muoh injury. 

The follewing day, when the Captain himself came on shore, I asked him for my 
trunk. He shrugged up his shoulders, and complained much of my misfortune, saying 
that he would do me this little favour 'with all his heart, if only it was in his powel·. An­
other time, I saw in my room a bed-cover. I asked the officer, who was on his post, for 
it, and he gave it to me; but a 'sailor came immediately and tore it from me, saying that it 
belonged to him, and I lost it. I could mention many similar instances. But the plain 
trllth of the matter was, that the officers had no authority, and tbe sailors did what they 
pleased. The former were, in general, very sensible and respectable men, who were very 
sorry fOf those violences that were' committed, but complained sincerely that it was totally 
out of their power to prevent them. I The latter, or sailors, seemed, in general, to be 
miserable and in great want, But, at the same time, cruel, and could lle compared only to 
wild beasts, who live by devouring their prey. 
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No. XI-(see p. 327.) 

REGULATIONS -PROPOSED FOR THE SETTLERS AT SIERRA LEONE. 

To thfJ worthy Passengers on Board the Myro Brig. 

" Dear Friends, " Leadenhall Street, 20th May, 1785. 

" I send you enclosed a copy of the long letter which I wrote, on the 16th instant, to 
the inhabitants of the Province of Freedom in Sierra Leone, which will explain many 
circumstances to you, tha,t would otherwise require a distinct recital in this letter. I 
send yon also a copy pf my charter-party with Captain John Taylor for the MJro brig, 
that you may be thoroughly acquainted with the nature of the service for which I have 
engaged him, and also the copy of a second agreement with Captain Taylor, to deliver 
live stock at Sierra Leona for the use of the new settlement. 

" I have sent you a list on board of all the provisions, stores, clothing, &c., which have 
been shipped. on my account, for your use, and for the use of the settlement; and I 
desire that all persons on board the Myro, who may be desirous of making' copies of the 
said list, and also of the cha~ter-party for the ship, and of the agreement for cattle, shall 
be permitted to do so, and to have recourse to them at all convenient times, that they 
may k-now what stores are on board, for the common good, and that they may be fully 
informed of the general intentions of this' expedition, in whicll they are all equally 
interested. And I appoint Messrs. Richard Collins, Henry Estwick, John Irwin, 
Thomas Peal, Alexander Sanders, and Charles Tacitus, to be trustees on my part, to 
take charge of all the said stores, provisions, &c., and to appropriate them to the several 
purposes expressed in this letter, and also in my letter to the people at the settlement. 
I request that all the rest of the passengers, both male and female, above sixteen years 
of age, and not named as trustees, shall elect one other careful sober person, who can 
read and write, to be added as a seventh trustee, with equal powers to the six trustees 
already named: and if it should please God that any of the trustees should die, or if a 
vacancy should happen by their leaving the ship, or any other means, the whole body of 
the passengers, above sixteen years of ago, must fill up the vacancy by a free election, 
and must appoint such persons as the majority of them shall choose. And I desire that 
the said seven trustees so appointed, and so elected as proposed, shall give a certifioate, or 
certificates, to Captain Taylor (or his representative), agreeable to the true performance 
of his charter-party and agreement. 

" I mnst also request, that, as soon as the ship leaves the POJlt of London, all the 
male passengers, above su.teen years of age, will form themselves into dozens; and tha( 
each dozen will elect a head-borough, and an assistaut head-borough, whose autbority 
must be oontrolled hy the majority of votes in each dozen. If any dispute should arise 
in any of the dozens, which cannot be settled by the majurity in that dozen, a comt of 
common council must be formed, by assembling all the dozens, and either an election 
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must be made of one of the head-boroughs to preside in the assembly, or else it must 
bt< decided by lot which of the head-boroughs shall preside in the common council. 

" The dozen which is first formed and compl~ted must be deemed the first dozen, and 
must be distinguished accordingly; and so of the second and third, in numerical order. 

" If you can make a general agreement amongst yourselves to consume only half of 
the usual daily allowance of provisions, it wiII certainly contribute much to your health 
during the voyage, and be of great advantage to yourselves, by leaving a larger proportion 
of provisions to be distributed amongst you, when you land in the settlement. I have no 
interest in giving this advice: tbe provisions are now your own, and of course a prudent 
ceconomy in the use of them is only for your own advantage; and therefore you yourselves 
must take care that the steward has a book, properly ruled, with the names of all the 
passengers, that the account of provisions, issued to each person, may be duly inserted 
opposite to their names'; that those who are prudent and temperate in their diet may be 
enabled to receive, at the end of the voyage, all their due proportions of the re'maining 
provisions, together with their saving from their daily allowance. 

" It is probable that some persons on board may have rum, brandy, or other spirituous 
liquors to dispose of among the people: if this should be the case, I hope you will 
carefully regard the purchasers, and warn them not to drink the spH-its without being 
duly mixed with water; and, if any person should be intoxicated, that you wiII represent 
it either to the dozen in which he is incorporated, or else in your general assembly, that 
the offence may be duJy reproved, and a suitahle fine levied, either of labour to be worked 
out at, the settlement, or else a forfeiture of half tlte allowance of provisions, for the 
'benefit of the rest, for as many days as the majority shall think just; and in like manner 
also for every other~ misdemeanonr. and more especially for profane swearing or taking 
God's name in vain, and for allY affront, indecency, or improper behaviour, in the opinion 
of the majority of the assembly, toward auy woman. 'whether married or single : ftlr such 
discipline is absolutely necessary, to prevent jealousies and disputes amougst you. ' 

" In my letter to the people of the New Settlement I have strongly represented the 
necessity of l'\laintaining a free militia of all the males above sixteen years of age; and 
it is highly expedient that you should prepare yourselves ,vith a knowledge of military 
exercise, by a daily training one-third part of the able men at a time, during the voyage. 
I have sent on board thirty-five muskets, with bayonets, and a proportion of powder and 
shot, which are more, I believe, than wiJI be wanted for the number of males on hoard: 
but I do not g'ive these to the passengers, hut to the whole settlement, lest the people 
there should have imprudently parted with the arms that were left last year; and in that 
case, the people of the settlement must give indents to their own public bauk for the 
value of these arms: and thirty-five stand of arms, I believe, will be sufficient for carrying 
on the watch and ward of the whole settI!lment. Nevertheless, on your arrival, and 
previous to your landing, I desire that all the male passen~ers, capable of bearing arms, 
may be accoutred with those arms, and with cutlasses and belts (of which there are fifty 
on board), that you may land in a decent and military order, that your presence may be 
respected both by the settlers and the natives of the neigh?ourhood . • ••..• The retaining 
on deck one-third of the men -at one .time , by rotation will tend to the health of the 
passengers; and if Y9U can agree amongst yourselves, by common consent, to establish 
also a reg'ular watch-duty by nig'ht as well as by day, it wiJ\ inure you to such military 
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discipline as will conduce much to your future safety, and will be an effectual check 
against the ill behaviour of individuals, because the constable of the night who commands 
the watch must arrest and confine all disorderly persons, until they are examined by a 
court of all the dozens assembled together. I have provided six stout watch-coats for 
the night-watch, as also two dozen of leather caps, with capes to secure the necks of the 
wearer from cold and wet, whioh will be very useful also at the settlement in the rainy 
season. 

" I earnestly request that all the people may be assembled at prayers morning and 
evening, and that you will previously appoint from amongst yourselves some proper persons 
to take their turns in reading; and also that you will endeavour to inculcate amongst 
yourselves a due sense of your entire dependence on the providence of God for your 
safety and success in the present expedition. 

" As for myself, I have neither spared labour nor expense to procure for you, to the 
utmost of my abilities (and even beyond), whatever seemed to be immediately necessary; 
and therefore you cannot doubt my wishes and prayers for your happiness, and more 
especially that you may deserve it; that I may ever remain your sincere friend and servant, 

" GRANVILLE SHARP." 

" P. S. After this letter has been read, I must request that some proper person on 
board may be appointed to write a copy of it, and that any other person "afterward, who 
is capable of writing, may have recourse to it, in order to copy it, as also to take copies 
of the charter-party and agreement with Captain Taylor, and of the invoice of all the 
clothing, arms, implements, stores, provisions,\ and money shipped at my expense, for 
the benefit of the passengers and settlement, that they may have fnll information of the 
intended appropriation of all these articles, and of the general design of tbe wbole 
expedition, in wbich every individual among them i. deeply interested. 

" I have ordered a cask of sep-ds to be carried out for your use: but observe, that 
you will be careful to procure also, at the Cape de Verd Islands, some other seeds and 
plants, as Indian corn, yams, plantains, cocoa nuts of both kinds, and plants of orange­
tree of the China kind (the only oranges at the settlement being of the Seville kind), 
figs, olives, vines, and whatever other plants you may deem most profitable. 

" The lemon, or lime-tree, may be found in great abundance at the settlement, and 
grows there so rapidly, that mere stakes or bavins, cut from that tree, and stuck in the 
ground, will in a very short time strike root downwards, and branch out upward, so as 
to form an impenetrable fence against the panthers, and other wild beasts, for the 
preservation of the cattle and fowls. A ditch must first be made, and the earth from it 
must be thrown up as a bank, or dike, on the inside of the ditch, aI\d on the top of that 
bank of earth the lime-stakes must be stuck in a row, like palisadoes, and the rest of the' 
banko n both sides may be usefully occupied by any useful vegetable you may think 
proper to plant. This is called a tirpado fence, and is deemed the most effectual, 
though it is most easily made." 
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No. XII. , . 

GENERAL .ASYI;UM.- (see p.387.) 

Th;e Plan of a public (Jharity propos~d by - ------ - , to which (if adoptee! 
by the City of London) he 1Vi~l appl'qpriate a small Estate in the County of---. 
given to him, wi,tlL a Recomme'll,dation to settle it .olL some public Charity after his 
Deatlt, but the Manner of Disposal is left entirely to his own Option. 

FIRST, --- - - --- proposes to present a deed of gift to the Corporation of 
London, of the estate and manor of ---- (to take place after his death, when the 
present legacies and other charges upon it shall be' d'lIly cleared), OB condition that the 
Corporation shall i.mmediately appropriate a part of their own revenues to support some 
additiomil regulations for Bridewell Hospital (such as may afford a wortby example to 
the magistrates or trustees of all otber Houses of Correction tbroughout the kingdom): 
viz.-that disorderly people, cOIDmitte.d to tbat Hospital (especially very young girls of 
tbe town, and boys detected in pilfering'), shall not be whipped, and then turned loose 
again upon the town, as usual, to tbe destruction both of tbemselves and others, but 
IIhall be detained, under pro,per instruction both of religion and useful labour, with a very 
small limited allowance of food, and no strong liqllor, until some creditable housekeeper. 
will pledge (respectively for each) their future good bebaviour. The Common L aw will 
warrant such continued confinement of disorderly or suspected persons, who have n_o 
lawful calling, nor any honest means of subsistence. 

And, Secondly, That the revenues of tbe London, W orkhous.c, 'With sufficient additions. 
ii'om the City, shall be appropriated to a General Asylum (for Fereigners and Strangers 
as weH as English), consis'ting of three separate parts-viz. one for males, another for 
females, and a third for families - where all industr.ious persons, who cannot elsewhere 
IJI'ocupe work, shaH find temporary. shelter and employment for a limited time, without 
incurring' the unmerited opprobrium apd inconvenience of being deemed parish paupers ; 
for persons who are really willing to labour oll-ght not to suffer the disgrace and 
inconveniences which. the Statute Law has indiscriminately thrown upon, the poor, 
w)l.ereby many of their civ,il rig'hts are sllspeuiled. ':(he children to be turned over to 
t he care of the Governors of Christ's Hospital, with proper allowance, from t1e­
Corporation. of London, for their being instructed in separate inferipr sch091s for mere 
reading and labour. The sick. to be sent to St. Bartholomew's or SI. Thomas'-g Hospital , 
the disorderly to Bridewell, and the lunatics to' Bethlehem, on the order of a joint 
Committee of Governors, to he nominated by the Governors of Christs's, St. Bartholo­
mew's, St. Thomas's, and Bridewell, and Bethlehem Hospitals, selected from their 
t:espective lists of Governors (viz. six from each list) by the Court of each Hospital; 
and the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London, for the time being, to be perpetual 
GoverllJ)rs and Members of the Committee;. so that, by lI!eans of the General Asylum .. 
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t\U effectual union ' may be farmed of all the Royal Hospitals in the City, whereby an 
immediate relief may be obtained from any of their resp'ective fOillldations. 

If the Courts of the said Hospitals, or any of them, should neglect to nominate as 
proposed, then the Lord Mayor and Alderirl'eii of London may select th'e number wa'nt,ed 
from the lists of Gove\"t~oTs of the said Hospitah, alidnominate thence such persons to 
be Governors of the General Asylum as they think will be most I~k'ely to attend this 
clJaritable public servi'ce. 

The Court of Aldermen to 'elect, fl'om their own body, a President; and tl\e twen1.y­
four Governors, from the four Royal Hospitals, to el'ect a Vice-President; and the whole 
Committee of Governors to elect a Treasurer, Vice-Treasurer, and Secretary. And 
that a Committee-room be appointed at Guildhall, that th'e assistance of the Aldermen 
may be more easily obtained. 

Thirdly, That an experiment be made of the utility of a Coll'ege of Industry, to be 
established in the country, at some little di'stance from London, with twenty or thirty 
acres of land annexed to it, as an appendage to the General Asylum, for the reception 
(lnd employment of a part of the poor people ,who want work. The Proposer lately 
sold a field of about four acres, to be appropriated to a parish poor-house; and he has 
reason to believe that poor people from the General Asyluin, not accustoined to work in 
any manufactory, migbt be very profitably employed in agriculture and gardening, but 
more partic.ularly in raising roots for tbe food and increase of live stock, botb beasts and 
fowls, and in the care and' management of the same, which would be very advantageous 
to the public, though, perbaps, at first attended with some extraordinary expense to the 
City. Tbis mig'ht be conducted on tbe plan published in the year 1696, " for Colleges 
'Of Industry of all useful Trades and Husbandry," which is here annexed; but, with 
respect to those that have not been taught any trade, and especially women and children, 
they may, in general, be employed in spinning ordinary thread and yarn, to make c10tbing 
and bedding for the Asylum, aud also in washing and mending tbe clothes, and otherwise 
assisting and providing for the helpless people in the Asylum and several Hospitals. 

Elderly women, turned of sixty years of age, tbat can produce good characters for 
-sobriety, honesty, and prudence, may be entrusted witb the inspection and care of otbers 
as matrons, and also as teachers in the inferior working-scbools, when they have sufficient 
abilities. 

Fourtbly, It is proposed to solicit the assistance and subscription of private individuals, 
in order to render the charity more general and effectual; and that each subscriber 
-sball have a number of tickets for the reception of distressed persons in tbe Asyl~m, in 
proportion to tbe sum subscribed. Tbe Tickets to be purchased of tbe Committee of 
Governors before , proposed, or at their office, which migbt be established at Christ's 
Hospital, Bridewell Hospital, or Guildhall. A balf-guinea ticket will afford warm and 
clean lodging and necessary subsistence for one man for twenty-one days; a guinea 
ticket for forty-two days, and so on in proportion: wbereby benevolent persons will ha,'e 
it in their power to do more effectual cbarity to the poor than in any otber way, and less 
liable to abuses. This fourth branch of tbe Charity may be conducted on the plan "to 
prevent starving," proposed by the late benevolent , except in tbe 
mode of appointing GovernorS, because it is necessary that a Committee of Governors 
.lbould be formed (as proposed above) from the Governors of the several establisbed 
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,hospitals; in order to render the · general relief of the distressed more iinmediate and 
effectual by such an united Committee. Nevertheless, that as little deviation as possible 
may be made from the plan of ------, the united Committee might with propriety 
select and appoint some additional Governors from the lIst of voluntary subscribers, viz. 
persons of unexceptionable character (in the opinion of the general united Committee) 
who shall voluntarily contribute such a certain adequate sum as may be thought proper 
to entitle them to a share in the management of the whole charity.-It is by no means 
intended that the proposed united Committee, as such, 'shall obtain any power of inter­
ference or controul over the Royal Hospitals, but merely that of giving immediate relief tv 
proper objects, by sending them occasionally to the said Hospitals, which, as Governors, 
respectively, they are, at present, entitled to do. 

And, with respect to the poor children, preposed to be sent to inferior schools under 
the inspection of the Governors of Christ's Hospital, the necessary allowance for the 
expense of each child must undoubtedly be made to that Hospital by the General AsyluID, 
(or London Workhouse), from the subscriptions, or other funds; and the consent of the 
Governors of Christ's Hospital must also be previously obtained, to undertake the 
management of such additional charity, which they have certainly a right to do, if they 
think proper, without any impediment from their charter or present constitution • 

. No. XIIL-(see note in: p. 4fJ3.) 

COMPARISON OF BRUTE ANIMALS WITH MAN. 

A FRAGMENT. 

A COMPARISON of the gratitude of brute animals with that of mankind in general for 
favours and kindness conferred, affords abundant cause of censure to the latter, whose 
general depravity, far exceeding that of the brute creation, must be attributed to the 
fatal influence of inimical spirits or demons over unguarded men. 

When a school-boy, I had various animals, at different times, under my protection, as 
favourites; and the affection even of the meanest of them, a jack-daw, cannot possibly 
be described in wprds, so strongly as it was expressed in the bo<lily exertions of the 
little animal, when he heard my foot upon the steps of the house returning from school, 
that he might hasten to meet me. 

The same kind of gratitude I have often experienced in dogs, not my own, in return 
only for a little common civility and gentleness towards them, which they never forgot. 

But mankind in general, though they are rendered responsible, by the -knowledge of 
good and evil, for all their actions, words, and even thoughts, and ought, of course, to be 
aware that all the benefits they receive are from God-for " in Him we live, and move, 
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and have our being," as 8't. Paul declared to the pagans at A~hens, Acts xvii. 28-yet 
multitudes of persons" both ,high and low, seem so little sensible of his continual presence, 
that they treat even his Name with the most contemptuous disrespect a~d ingratitude, by 
repeating it in) the mest idle foolish discourses almost at every sentence, though God has 
declared that he' will not hold them guiltless that take his Name in vain. By such ingra­
tit~de for the Divine favours, inconsiderate men degrade themselves far below the brute 
creation,. even of dogs and jack-daws, whiGh are never ungrateful., ' 

" Hear, 0 heavens! and give ear; 0 earth! for the Lord hath spoken. I have 
nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me!" And then 
immediately after our Heavenly Father produces the comparison of' a contrary prin­
ciple of gratitude in the brute creation :-" The ox knoweth his, owner, al1d the ass 
his master's crib: but Israel doth not know;. my people do not consider. Ah, sinful 
nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil doers, children that are corrupters ; 
they have, forsaken the Lord! "-Isaiah ,i. 2-4:. 

A similar preference was given to the mere animal creation by the Almighty Creator, 
as declared by his Prophet Jeremiah" viii. 7 :-" Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth 
her appointed times, and t:he turtle, and the crane, and the swallow, observe the time of 
their coming, but my people know not the judgment of the Lord." •.•... 

EU('rton and HendersoD, Printe~, 
John~o.Q·s Court, Fleet Street, Loudon. 
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