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screening and prevention programme to prevent a marked increase in the 

incidence of cervical cancer in the country.  

 

3. Ghana Health Service should monitor HPV types because of the high non-vaccine 

HR HPV when routine HPV vaccination is rolled out through screening. 

 

4. Follow-up data are needed to clarify to what extent the HPV prevalence in 

middle- and older-aged women is related to the persistence or reactivation of old 

infections, acquisition of new infections, or cohort effects.  
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APPENDICES 

Appendix A: Questionnaire 

Molecular Epidemiology of Human Papillomavirus Infection of the Cervix in 

Women in North Tongu District, Volta Region, Ghana 

Subject No…………                                                                   Date…………….. 

Personal Profile 

1. Name……………………………………………………………………….. 

2. Age………………………… 

3. Educational Level: None             Primary         Secondary           Tertiary     

4. Occupation…………………………………………………………………. 

5. Residence………………………………………………………………….. 

6. Region……………………………………………………………………… 

7. Ethnicity……………………………………………………………………. 

8. Marital status: Single         Married       Separated         Divorced          Widowed  

9. Level of income: <GH¢ 100       GH¢ 100-250     GH¢ 250-500   > GH¢ 500 

10. How do you pay your medical bills? Self      Relatives        Employer     NHIS 

Risk Factors for HPV infection 

Sexual Partners 

11. Are you the only wife of your husband?               Yes            No 

12.  If no how many wives does your husband have? ....................................................    

13. How many permanent sexual partners do you have? ............................................... 

14. How many casual sexual partners do you have? ...................................................... 

15. Does your husband have extramarital sexual relationships? Yes      No      Unknown 

16. At what age did you first had sex? ............................................................. 

17. How often do you have sex? .................................................................................... 

History on Pregnancy 

18. Have you ever been pregnant? Yes                       No 

If yes, what was your age at first pregnancy? ......................................................... 

How many times have you been pregnant? 

................................................................. 

How many of your pregnancies resulted in miscarriage or abortion? 

........................ 
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How many of your pregnancies resulted in still birth? 

................................................... 

Smoking status 

19. Do you smoke tobacco?       Yes             No 

If yes, how long have you been smoking? ............................................ 

How many cigarettes on average do you smoke per week? ...................... 

20. Have you smoked before? Yes                  No 

21. If yes how long did you smoke? ........................................................... 

22. Do you use any other tobacco-related product? (snuff)   Yes             No 

If yes, how long have you been using it? ............................................ 

How many tobacco-related products on average do you smoke per week? 

.................... 

Contraceptive Use 

23. Do you currently use any form of contraception? Yes                    No  

 If yes which of these do you use? IUCD          Condoms        Injectable progestogen        

Combined oral contraception 

Other specify...................................................... 

24. If yes how long have you been using it? .............................................. 

Less than 3 months                                         Between 3 months and 1 year 

Between 1 year and 5 years                         More than 5 years 

25. If not currently on contraception, have ever used any form of contraception? 

Yes                         No 

If yes specify IUCD                   Condoms               Injectable progestogen        

Combined oral contraception 

Other Sexually Transmitted Infection 

26. What is your HIV status 

Unknown                Negative                   Positive           

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



109 

 

If positive, when was it diagnosed? ....................................................................... 

27. Are you using anti-retroviral therapy? Yes                    No  

28. Do you have any other sexually infected infection? Yes         No 

If yes, state what type it is...................................................................... 

When was it diagnosed? ........................................................................ 

29. Have you been infected with any other sexually transmitted infection before?  

Yes                    No  

30. If yes, state what type it was.................................................................... 

     When was it diagnosed? ........................................................................ 

Subject number: ……………………………………………………….. 

CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH PROJECT 

 

TITLE OF PROJECT: Prevalence and Distribution of Human Papillomavirus 

Genotypes Among Women in North Tongu District, Volta Region, Ghana 

 

Before agreeing to participate in this research study, it is important that you read the 

following explanation of this study. This statement describes the purpose, procedures, 

benefits, risks, discomforts, and precautions of the program. Also described are the 

alternative procedures available to you, as well as your right to withdraw from the study 

at any time. 

 

Explanation of Procedures 

You are being invited to participate in a research project to determine the prevalence and 

genotypes of HPV infection in women in the North Tongu District. The approach of the 

research is through the use of a questionnaire and cervical specimen collection. You will 

complete the questionnaire that will require answers on personal profile and risk factors 

for HPV infection (i.e. number of sexual partners, smoking status, contraceptive use etc.). 

Afterwards, you will be examined by medical officer and cervical specimen will be 

collected. 

 

Risks and Discomforts 

By participating in this research, you are likely to experience some form of discomfort. 

This includes the discomfort of questioning, physical examination, and the pain of 

cervical specimen collection. The team will try and decrease your chances of these risks 

from occurring, but if an untoward event happens, they will provide you with free 

medical care. 
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Benefits 

There are no direct benefits by participating in this project. However, this research is 

expected to provide data on HPV genotypes and distribution for policy makers when 

vaccination becomes a mainstream policy in Ghana. 

 

Confidentiality: 

All information gathered from the study will remain confidential. Your identity as a 

participant will not be disclosed to any unauthorized persons; only the researchers, Ghana 

Health Service and School of Allied Health Science will have access to the research 

materials, which will be kept in a locked drawer. Any references to your identity that 

would compromise your anonymity will be removed or disguised prior to the preparation 

of the research reports and publications. 

 

Withdrawal from Project 

Participation in this study is voluntary; refusal to participate will involve no penalty. You 

are free to withdraw consent and discontinue participation in this project at any time 

without prejudice from the research team. 

 

Costs and/or Payments to Subject for Participation in Research 

There will be no costs for participating in the research. Also, you will not be paid to 

participate in this research project. 

 

Any questions concerning the research project and/or in the case of injury due to the 

project, participants can call Professor E. K Wiredu, School of Allied health Sciences 

(0244664184), Miss Gifty Boateng of the School of Public Heath (0277-456-019) or Dr. 

Kofi Effah of Battor Catholic Hospital (0244271027).  

 

Questions regarding any rights issues as a person in this research project should be 

directed to the chairpersons of the Ethical Review Committees of the Ghana Health 

Service and School of Allied Health Science respectively. 

 

Consent to participate in Research 

 

I, …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

� Confirm that I have read the written information (or have had the information read to 

me) for the study Prevalence and Distribution of Human Papillomavirus Genotypes 

Among Women in North Tongu District, Volta Region, Ghana: Implications for Use 

of Current HPV Vaccines and that the study procedures have been explained to me by 

study staff during the consent process for this study. 

� Confirm that I have had the opportunity to ask questions about this study and I am 

satisfied with the answers and explanations that have been provided. 

� Understand that I grant access to data to authorised persons described in the 

information sheet. 

� Have been given time and opportunity to consider taking part in this study. 
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Tick as appropriate (this decision will not affect your ability to enter the study): 

 

 

 

I consent to participate in the above research study. 

 

Signature of Subject: ..........................................  

Date............................... 

 

Signature of Interviewer: ....................................  

Date............................... 

 

Name of 

Impartial Witness: …………………………… 

 

Signature of 

Impartial Witness: …………………………….  

Date............................... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thumb print of 

subject   unable 

to sign 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



112 

 

Appendix B: Ethical Clearance 
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