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GHANA ATOMIC ENERGY COMISSION

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons for the following |
posts. |

A. Stenographer Grade I (C6864 x 168 — (7896) |
(i) Candidates must possess a good general education with credit in ish |
Language at School Certificate level or a G.C.E. ( O/Level ) pass in English Lan-
guage or must have passed the Qualifying English or equivalent qualification.
(i) Must be able to type at the rate of 40 words per minute for 10 minutes and
take shorthand at the rate of 100 words per minute for 3 minutes and must
possess a Certificate from Government Secretarial School.

B. Stenographer Grade II (6024 x 84 — (C6448)
(i) A good general education with the minimum qualification of the Middle

School Leaving Certificate
and
(i) Must be able to type at the rate of 40 words per minute for 10 minutes and
take shorthand at the rate of 80 words per minute for 3 minutes and possess a
certificate to that effect from the Government Secretartal School.
|

C. Clerk Grade I (C6864 x 168 — (7896)
Candidates must possess the minimum educational qualification of School

Certificate with credit in English Language, or the G.C.E. ‘O’ Level with passes
in at least 5 subjects including English Language. Preference will be given to
candidates with knowledge of typing.

D. Clerk Grade 11 (C6024 x 84 — (C6648)

Candidates must possess the minimum educational qualification of School
Certificate with credit in English Language or the G.C.E. ‘O’ Level with passes in |
at least 5 subjects including EnglishLanguage and must be able to type at the

rate of 40 words per minute.

2. Accounts Clerk Gradel (C6864 x 168 — (C7896)
E. Qualification:

Candidates must possess:—
(i) The minimum educational qualification of School Certificate with credit in
English Language, or the G.C.E. Ordinary Level, with passes in at least 5 subjects
including English Language, and must have had at least 3 years relevant expe-

rience in Boik-keeping and Accounts,
Or

(i) A good general education preferably up to the School Certificate level with
at least credit in English Language or a Pass in English Language at the GCGE,
Ordinary Level Examination, plus the Intermediate Accounting and Commercial
Certificate of one of the following bodies: London Society of Arts (Stage II) in
Accounts. Fconomics and Statistics, or Accounts Economics and Commercial
Law. or an equivalent qualification with at least three years relevant experience

in Book-keeping and Accounts.

F. Account Clerk Grade I (C6024 x 84 — (C6648)
Qualifications:

Candidates must poOssess: _ . ; : AT
(i) The minimum educational qualification of School Certificate with credit in

English Language, or the G.CE. (Ordinary Level) with passes in at least 5 sub-
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jects including English Language. Preference will be given to candidates with
experience in Book-keeping and Accounts.

Or

(ii) A good general education preferably up to the School Certificate Level
with at least credit in English Language or a pass in English Language at the \
G.C.E. Ordinary Level, or equivalent qualification, plus the Intermediate Accont-
ing and Commercial Certificate of the London Chamber of Commence, Institute
of Book-keepers, Royal Society of Arts (Stage II) in Account Economics, and
Statistics, of Accounts, Economics and Commercial Law or an equivalent qualifi

cation.

Accoun's.
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Preference will be given to candidates with experience in Book-keeping and

Application forms may be obtained from the Secretary, Ghana Atomic
Energy Commission, P. O. Box 80, Legon.
completed application forms in 10th No vember, 1981.

Unsuccessful applicants will not be informed.
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Closing date for the return of the
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like the delightful irony in the rationale which
enables us to translate Sam's Tsie, Tsie, Tsie’ into
‘Hark, Hark, Hark’ (AH.75) while at the same
time modernising ‘Hark the herald angels sing’
into ‘Listen! herald angels sing’! (AH.83)

IV — CONCLUSION: OUR FIRST
ECUMENICAL HYMN BOOK

Having thus fought off the disappointment which
gripped some of us who eagerly awaited the arrival
of Ghana Praise and Asempa Hymns, we may now
conclude by noting some of the finer points of this
unique collection. In the first place, this is the first
serious attempt at ecumenicalism in Ghanalan
hymnody. This collection brings together from
various sources the floating ideas and forms
scattered throughout the country. Here are the
best-loved hymns and songs of the Church of Christ
in Ghana, in the fullest sense. It should be, i its
revised form, one of the strongest unifying bands
of Ghanaian Catholics, Protestants and Peate-
costals.

The second source of satisfaction is the thought-
fulness which characterises the English selections.
Think of almost any favourite Ghanaian hymn in
English, and you will find it here (even if in ats
modernised form!). The scope of the selection is
also truly Ghanaian, encompassing not only those
of traditional British and European origin, but
also negro spirituals and such American-derived
favourites as ‘Great is Thy faithfulness’ (AH.41)
and “How great Thou art’ (AH.37). Incidentally,
though the index listing of the latter song used
‘solemn’ for ‘awesome’, this is one song in which

0 AL e b A TLasie” oars ralainadt Ar ic 12 a

And upon what basis was ‘O Perfect Love
(AH.345) spared the scapel?

Another gratifying aspect is the inclusion of some
national anthems from Africa alongside the hymns
on nation and society. One conspicuous absence
from this section, however, is that powerful national
hymn (by Casely-Hayford) which used to close
GBC-TV before the advent of the Third Republic:

Lord God of Ghana, praise to Thee
Who gave this land its liberty;
May we for ever more be free:
A nation's thanks we bring to Thee,

Also worthy of mention are the Orders for Holy
Communion and Mass conveniently placed at the
end of the AH, and the useful biographical notes
which are intended to be revised and up-dated in
subsequent editions. One also wishes that those
enlightening backgrounds to the hymns were nos
80 brief or so few. A longer Preface, giving a history
of hymns and hymn books in Ghana, again would
have greatly increased the value of the books.
The format, layout and illustrations are generally
pleasant, and should appeal not only to the students
at whom the book is primarily aimed, but to all the
fellowships and interdenominational and para-

church groups for whom it will hopefully become
the hymn book.

There is a declared intention to revise and
improve this edition presently and it is hoped that
this hymn book will then firmly take its place in the

reality of our African and Ghanaian worship expe-
rience,

Through this hymn book, may God's asempa
continue to be oroclaimad forth by the songs of
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THE PROBLEMS OF ACADEMIA

IN the Sessional Address to Parliament on Friday, November
6, 1981 the President invited the country’s universities to
submit “bold and realistic” plans for resolution of the myriad
problems of higher education. There could not be a more
welcome invitation. We understand, however, that last year
the Vice-President ex:ended a similar invitation to which the
universities promptly responded. The expectation was that
the Government would provide a special import licence for
the ordering of very urgent consumables before the 1980-81
academic year got under way. In the event, we are told,
nothing came out of that particular exercise. The temptation
is not to take the present request seriously, but it would be
a mistake to ignore any opportunity, however unpromising.
We therefore urge the wuniversities to respond to the
President's invitation with speed.

We imagine that book-supply would feature high in any
catalogue of needs. Visitors to the bookshops of the various
campuses cannot fail to notice how run-down those facilities
have become. Time was when within days of the publication
of any new volume in Europe, America or wherever, you could
count on finding a copy in the book-shops at Legon, at leas’.
It is not the case any more, The wors: affected by the
demise of the bookshops are those courses which require set
texts which every student must own to facilitate close study.
Many students are having to share books. Those who have the
resources have had to resort to stencil-reproduction of whole
volumes a: considerable cost. Many departments are not able
to maintain overseas subscription of journals and periodicals
any more. In effect, therefore, some departments are not
aware of the current advances and developments in their
disciplines,

The absence of books that can be bought has proved to
be a very severe strain on the inlergrity and sense of fa'r-
play of users of the library. Books given out on loan are kept
longer than is allowed. Borrowing is increasingly extending
to pages from volumes on reserve, which borrowing is not
even brough: to the attention of the Library staff for even-
tual retrieval. While the libraries are not in receip: of signifi-
cant additions to their holdings, therefore, what thore s
seems to be forever dwindling.

Besides books, consumables such as chemicals and sa-
tionery are in very short supply. Lately, in-take into the
Sciences seems to be restricted more by the shortage of raw
maerials for the prosecution of laboratory investigations than
by any other factor while the absence of stationery for the
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Faculty meetings for the formulation and review
of academic policy are not held as frequently as
should be the case

Additional living and learning space is another
urgent requiremen:, In the Halls of Residence,
cubicles that were intended for single occupancy
have been adapted for double occupancy. Lately
the pressure on the halls, especially on their sani-
tary facilities, has mounted with the admission of
non-residen: students many of whom are known
to reside in the Halls as squatters. While convert-
ing the Hal's for double intake proceeded, not
much attention seems to have been given to pro-
viding additional class-room or laboratory space.
In one pariiculuar case it was apparently foreseen
early enough that an existing laboratory could not
accommodate in-coming numbers and a beginning
was indeed made of adding to the facility. The
new facility is still no: ready for use, however,
although it is now nearly a decade since construc-
tion began.

The Sessional Address also referred to sugges-
tions for an increased intake. And we recall recent
observations to the effect that, indeed, even wi‘h-
out addizions to existing facilities the unversities
could maintain twice their present intake, We are
sceptical of all such claims, but we need to ask
even more fundemental questions: Do we want
numbers for numbers’ sake? If not, what type of
trained manpower do we need urgently? It may
well turn out that the need is more urgent for the
type of training that is availab'e at the Polytech-
nics, for example, Bu: while we are looking at
*he un'versities we may have noticed that many
of the more recent graduates, those trained in the
Humanities especia'ly, do not seem to find much
to occupy them in the public services, In certain
o' her areas, on the other hand, especially where
quantitative and o:atistica! skills are required, the
vo'ume of work seems too plentiful for the hands
available, and there are not even enough students
with aptitude in these areas to be trained. There
are too many of the first types already, and we fear
very much that the neighbouring countries are
the more likely beneficiaries of any policy of swel-
ling the ranks of those types. The universities
should t:herefore go easy on suggestions for indis-
criminate expansion.

Finally, staff. Many have been lost to the neigh-
bourng countries and many more are preparing ‘o
leave. Leaving home is a painfu! decison which
most would rather not take. If facilities for teach-
ing and recearch could be improved, the urge to
leave m'ght be somewhat blunted; the urge could
be made blur:er stil! if meals for the montn could
be assured by one’s take-home pay. Ultimately the

!

staff problem has to do with the economy. Te
the question how do we retain staff, therefore,
the simple answer is to improve the economy, for
while they cannot hope to replace long-abandoned
cars, university lecturers have lately come o realise
that retiring awards cannot even pay the deposit
on an estate house. Evidently “going agege” brings
the dream of owning a car once more and possi-
bly a house much closer to realisation, hence the
drift. it would seem, therefore, that only a com-
petitive offer could effect a reversal of the drift.
If, however, singling out university staff for rather
special treatmen is too invidious and discrimina-
tory for public policy, we can appreciate abandon-
ment of that line of thinking. The Government
mus: still decide, however, whether it does or does
not want to retain staff, If it does, it will soon be
discovered, that patriotism and appeals thereto can
hardly substitute for ordinary food, clothing er
shelter.

Economy

*THE ECONOMY-;’)DKING AHEAD
y
A. E K. Ashiabor

In my last year’s address, I referred to certain
developments which threatened the emerging
stability observed in 1980. I observed that mo-
netary expansion was gradually being brought
under control and the rate of inflation had de-
clined from 116 per cent in 1977 to 50 per cent
in 1980. But T remarked that the ('12.00 per
day min‘'mum wage which was announced af.er
the 1980/81 budget was approved, would im-
pose an additional burden on the Treasury un-
less additional measures were taken to raise
ravenues Reference was also made to the d'fii-
culties of the Cocoa Marketing Board and to
the possibility that it might not be able to make
a major contribution to Government revenue be-
cause of rising costs. As it turned out unfortuna-
tely, both predictions came true. In spite of the
Ministry of Finance and Fconomic Plann-
ing's efforts to raise revenue, the 1980/81 finan-
cial year ended with a deficit of (747 billion
instead of the €1.6 billion originally approved
before the wage increase. As usual a very large

part of this was financed by the banking
system resulting in the additional injec-
tion of lirquidity into the economy. Little

wonder therefore that by the end of September
th's year the level of money supply provisionally
stood at (7.6 billion compared with ¢5.3 billion

*This is an e lited version of an address to the 1 o 1 Cen-
ire of the Institute of Bankers on November 21, 1981,
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2.3 billion or 42.7 per cent over the previous
- year, The rate of inflation which had consisten-
- ly moved dowrnwad from 116 per cen: in 1977
~ to 50 per cent in 1980 consequently took a sharp
upward turn in 1981 and is now sadly about
! doubd: the 1980 figure. The implications for the
cost of living, real wages, income distribution
and morale of fixed income groups, savings and
investment, and the balance of payments are
clear

On the external account, although sirenuous
efforts continued to be made to meet our external
commitments and to live within our means, the
balance of payments has taken a toll from acce-
lerated inflation, greater divergence between the
offic'al and frec market exchange rates, increased
incidenco: of smugeling and the difficllties of the
CMB in evacuating cocoa from the purchasing
points. In addit'on, the terms of trade have wor-
sened as the world market prices of cocoa and
gold dropped while import prices continue to
rise. These deielopments have currently resulted
in a temporary tightness of the external pay
men:s situation.

But I begin to sa: hopeful signs on the horizon
and some of the building blocks with which we
<hould rebuild tthe economy are already being
fashion«d out. The most important of the hope-
ful signs is the gencral awareness now of the
public that some corrective measures must come.
There is even the refrashing acknoweldgement in
many circles of the fact that they may be tem-
porarily unpleasant but that if they will solve
the problem once and for all and set us on the
right path, the sacrifice will have been a worthy
one. As to the bullding blocks. 1 am alluding to
the continued caution of the Government despite
tremendous pressures in ensuring that our limited
external resources are not over-committed, the
general but eradual move towards de-emphasi’-
ing contro's exc pt in very essential areas. and
the settine up of the legal and institutional in-
frastructures on which future economic growth
must necessarily be built. Significant among these
are the Investment Code Act which streamlines
our investment approval procedures and grants
generous concessions for sound investment, the
conclusion of the International Cocoa Agreement
the Cocoa Marketing Board Act and thi propos-
ed bill to re-establish the Customs and Preven-
tive Service. As efforts continue to find an
acceptable macro-economic policy framework

which makes a bold attack on our problems
~#ihio wasindice to vital national interests, 1

in September 1980. This represenis an increase of
must now address ourselves (o the conditions ne-
cessary to sustain, the gains of the long-awaited
solutions. Often, we have heard it said, and
rightly so, that we took such measures in pre-
vious years only to get back where we started a
few vears later. This time when we have fashion-
ed out a viable and acceptable solution we
should not slide back. T would therefore like to
make a few remaks on some of the conditions
necessary to ensure that the expected gains do
not clude us again.

Towards Recovery

The first and foremost requirement is that fiscal
and monetary policies must cnsure future stabi-
lity in the valus of the currency. The burden here
fal « csonersly o~ e aley Tha peen-
that failure to sustain the benefits of previous
stabilization measuras has been due largely to
weak fiscal policies. Large budget deficits which
soon followed attempts to stabilize the value of
the currency generated additional liquidity, ex-
pandid the money supply, and weakened the cur-
rency thus undermining the programmes Be.
tween 1974 and 1981 the size of the budget de-
ficits rose from 1549 million to ¢4 7 billion.
Borrowing from the banking system to finance the
deficit that period rose from €128 million to
¢3 .6 billion. Our records also show that central
government borrowing from the bank to finan-
ce its budget deficit accounted for over 80 per
oant of monetary expansion between 1974/75 and
1980/81. There is thus a very strong positive cor-
relation between the deficit and monetary expan-
slon. It is therefore extremely important that the
budget should be regarded as a major instru-
ment policy and not just as a means of collec-
ting revenues and alocating funds or of providing
the basis for an audit.

Thz current rates of monetary expansion and
inflaton are not sustainable because they are
neither conducive to short-run economic growth
nor long-run political stability. In this regard, the
healthy interest which Parliament has shown in
the budget and fiscal policies recently is, in some
ways, welcome. I would like to refer in particular
to a recent debate during which an honourable
member of the House called attention to an im-
portant provision in the Bank of Ghana Act
182) regarding expansion in the money supply.
That provision in brief, states that whenever
within any preceding twelve-month period the

- - . i =~ L e s LI . e o
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should be made to the Ministry of Finance sta-
ting the causes of such a development and sug-
gesting ways to rectify the situation. In the past
years we have experienced increases well above
this figure, reports have been written with some
proposals but the constraints were such that little
prngrtm was made in this area_ In 1977/78 for
mstance, current revem:tes covered only 56 per
cent of current expenditures. For 1980 /81 the
comparable figure was 52 per cent. Recognizing
therefore, that the present administration inhe-
riter a very difficult fiscal situation, we will
have to take advantage of any improvements in
policy to move quickly towards the desirad goal
of keeplng monetary expansion well below the
15 pur cent guidance limit set in the Act. The
achievement of such a goal will assist substan-
tially in holding down inflation and ensuring a
measure of economic stability. But it will re-
quire strong budgetary discipline and firm mea-
sures to enforce expenditure control and ex-
pand revenues. We are all aware of the Ifact that
we end up with larger than planned deficits. Last
vear we started with a  deficit of €1 6 billion but
because of increases in the minimum wage and
other consequential adjustments, the year ended
with a deficit of €4.7 billion. This year we have
an op>ning figure of ¢'4.2 hillion which hopefully

will not be too far exceeded.

Savings and Investment

The s:cond main condition to underpin any
benefits from stabilization programme is our abi-
lity to mobilize savings and investment. Here
agaln the public sactor’s performance is impor-
tanl. Again, the budget is an important source of
mobilizing funds, Even in the most difficult days
of the First Republic, current revenues always
exceeded current expanditures. The surplus or
savings on current account was then supple-
menfiad by loans to finance development expedi-
tures. In recent years current revenue was hardly
enough to meet even current expenditures. There

was indeed a deficit on the current account
throughout the period. In other words part of

current expenditures had to be met by borrowing
from the banking system. The ratio of tax reve-
nue to GDP is estimated to have fallen steadily

in recent years while current expenditure conti-
nues to expand. While efforts are made to contain

the rapid expansion in expenditures it is even

more important that revenue collection should
be improved so as to close the gap between reve-
nue and expenditure In this regard appropriate

nuF_mllecﬂun is based on comparatively low
official prices. Thus further libera'ization of
prices of non-essentials, even at

gate, wil] i

for tax revenues. Such a policy should enable
mus't public corporations to move losses to pro-

subsidies. Subsidies themselves must be avoided
as }ht-y only lead to a large extent to a misallo-
catlon of resources and encourage smuggling. If
for some national policy reason they are
found necessary, there should be a programme
to withdraw them as soon as possible.

Monetary policy aims at Influencing economic
activity through the cost and availability of mo-
ney. In past years, when there have been excessive
monetary expansion through credits to finance
government deficits monetary policy lost its effec-
tveness. Ratas of inflation were such that even
the highest nominal rates of interest could only

result in negative real rates of interest. For exam-
ple, currently the Government bond rate is 194
per cant against an inflation rate of 100 per cent.
At those rates of interest it is still attractive
to borrow at 25 par cent and there is little incen-
tive to save at 181 or 191 per cent. Since at
least for psychological reasons interest on savings
and loans cannot rise above certain levels, the
effectiveness of the interest rate as a tool of mo-

netary policy is blunted. Given monetary stability
and reasonable rates of inflation. however, mone-
tary policy especially interest rates can play an
important role in the mobilization and direction
of savings into investment in desirable sectors. It
is important therefore for sustained economic
growth that at the appropriate time interest
rate policy like pricing policy remains flexible.

Generally, once we have achieved a break
through with a mutually acceptable macro-eco-
nomic poliey package, flexibility in economic ma-
nagement must be the watch word Fixed attitu-
des towards prices of any kind be they the price
of foreign exchange, money, goods or wages, only
inhibits early adjustment and creates rigidities
in the system which are difficult to correct after-
wards. Such rigidities have been one of the unfor-
tunate heritages which the present administration
is trying to correct. Once corrected, it must not
be permitted to recur. Indeed we should avoid

provide an ecxpanded base |

:

1
|
\
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- what I call the control mentality and set our
sights on dismantling most of the cumbersome
administrative controls in the economy. The stan-
ce of economic pol'cy should gradually move
away from direct intervention to ﬁettiqg only
broad guidelines for lawful economic activity.

Income Distribution

A third condition for securing the gain of any
policy package must be based on a well formula-
ted policy of income distribution. In this regard
an incomes policy must embrace the concept of a
living wage carefully defined so as to ensure a
{air minimum wage. Future increases in remune-
ralion should be related to productivity, At the
same time incomes policy must not be so regres-
sive as to discourage initiative There should be
proper reward for initiative and enterprise. The
present system permits too many mediocrities to
rise to the top. Income distribution policies must
also favour agricultural activity and the rural
dweller, as against his urban countepart. For in-
stance a pricing policy for agricultural pro-
ducts should be such as to provide adequate re-
wiard and encouragement for the harsh condi-
tions under which our rural populations live ¢nd
work. More amenities such as watcr,
should be made available and simlpe
health centres and feeder roads should
be constructed in the rural areas. These
simple facilities requiring little technologi-
cal know-how will go a long way to satisfy
the necds of the rural communities who after all
produce all the food and account for over 70 per
cent of the country’s foreign exchange earnings.

Agricolture

‘F‘lnully, a major condition for sustained econo-
mic growth will rest on improvement in agricul-
tural output In Ghana, we have had tﬁhgpgnd
substantial amounts of foreign exchange to im-
port large amounts of rice, wheat and maize. Yet
w: have the potential for self-sufficiency in rice
and maize. '

Between 1975 and 1979 the agriculture sector
recorded an average growth rate of only 0.2 per-
cent. In 1979 agriculture, fishing and forestrv
accounted for over 60 per cent of the Gross Do-
mesttic Product and vet between the fiscal vear
1970/71 and 1971/72 accounted for only 6.4 per
cat of total budgetary expenditure. Although
this percentage increased to 10.8 per cent bet-
ween 1978 /79 and 1979 /80, it is still significantly
low compared with the 15.3 per cent for instance
for general administration, 20 9 per cent for edu-
tion and 13.7 per cent for public debt. During the
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source transfers to the agricultural sector if the
momentum gained is to be sustained. In this re-
gard, a large part of any savings should be used
o Increase the share of agriculture in budgetary
appropriations particularly food crops. Consider-
ing the weight of local food in the cost of living
index, a significant increase in food production
should be a major contribution on holding down
the rate of inflation as well as pressures for wage
increases. It is perhaps, pertinent to note here
that only simple inputs such as cutlasses, hoes,
axes, chainsaws, rural credit and extension <zr-
vicas are required. These do not have even to be
at subsidised prices. What is important is regula-
rity of supply. This should be suppnrted by an
active programme of improvement 1n rurgl tram};
portation - feeder roads and s.l:mrt chasis h!gd
clearance diesel trucks which will cart the f,ml

from the rural areas to the Url?ar}l_isf‘flzut;l;:
when resources permit, welfare factlities st

aral water supplies and elinics can e RNATE

Conclusion

All I have tried to do in this address is to look
ahead. Now that we have dilagnosed our ills
and are working out a solution to them, all I
have done is to pinpoint some of the bad habits
which led to the disecasein the first place. I am
bound to conclude therefore that if after suc-
cessfully attacking the disease we then revert to
our bad habits ie rapid expansion in Govern-
ment expenditures large budget deficits rapid
monetary expansion low savings and investment
neglect of agriculture and the rural economy we
should not blame the solution but rather our
life style.

Law
THE KWAKYE CASE: A Comment
By
Kwame Frimpong

AT long last the Supreme Court has spoken on the
Transitional Provisions of the 1979 Constitution
and the fate of the AFRC convicts. This was in its
decision handed down on Wednesday, November
11, 1981 in the Kwakye case. The majority opinion
concluded that the Courts of Ghana are powerless
as far as the fate of the AFRC convicts is
concerned.

There are many who expected such an outcome
and welcome it. There are others who are dis-

appointed. This writer identifies with the latter.
Thae Caure caame 0 hava relied haavily on Sac-
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! Article 217 of the Main Constitution for its ruling.
[ Section 15(2) reads:

|

“For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby de-
clared that no executive, legislatitve or judi-
cial action taken or purported to have been
taken by the Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council shall be questioned in any proceed-
ings whatscever, and, accordingly it shall not
be lawful for any Court or other tribunal to
make any order or grant any remedy or relief
in respect of any such act.”
Article 217 also provides:

“The transitional provisions specified in the
First Schedule to this Constitution shall have
effect notwithstanding anything to the con-
trary contained in this Constitution.

The primary task before the court was the exer-
cise of its judicial functions of statutory interpre-
tation which is parc of the major judicial power
conferred on the judiciary by the Constitution;
Article 114(1):

“The judicial power of Ghana shall be vested
in the Judiciary of which the Chief Justice shall
be the Head; and accordingly no organ or
agency of the executive or the legislature shall
be given any final judicial power.”
Article 118(1)(a) specifically imposes the inter-
periation of the Constitution on the Supreme
Court:
“The Supreme Court shall, except as other-
wise provided in Article 35 of this Constitu-
tion, have original jurisdiction, to the exclu-
sion of all other courts, in all matters relating
to the enforcement of any provision of this
constitution.”
Accordingly the Supreme Court in dealing with
Kwakye's case was acting within its constitutional
boundaries. The relevant question, however, is
whether it discharged its functions satisfactorily.
Statutory Interpretation

judicial function of a statutory interpretation is
a hizhly romplex duty which requires tact and
diligence. Any approach without due caution may
result in absurdities. There are established rules
which guide judges in the exercise of this impor-
tant function. The one most frequently used and
apparently relied on by the majority opinion, is
the literal or the p'ain meaning rule. This simply
means that once the words of a statute are plain
and unambiguous then the judge must do nothing
but accord it its plain meaning.

Unduly strict adherence to this rule could how-
ever lead to the absurd. We shall illus-
trate this point by two cases |In

White'ey v. Chappell (1868) LR. 4 QB. 147, an

= - - -

impersonate another person in voting. The accused
in the case was charged with the impersonation of
a dead man. By adopting the plain meaning rule
the accused could not be guilty because a dead
man is not a person. A second case involved a
Balognian law which made it an offence for one
to draw blood in the streets. The question arose
whether a surgeon who opened the vein of a per-
son who had fallen in the street in a fit had
broken the law. :

It should be obvious that an unqualified reliance
on the plain meaning rule would have meant the
acquittal of the accused in the Whitely case and
the conviction of the second accused in the
Balognian case. Any such conclusion would have
defeated the purpose of the enactment. This thus
brings us to the most important consideration in
the exercise of the judicial function of interpreta-
tion, which is the identification of the purpose of
the enactment in question. In the Whiteley case
the purpose or the evil that the law sought to eli-
minate was the question of double voting or the
prevention of the unqualified person from voting.
So when the accused used the name of the dead
person to vote he was either voting twice or vot-
ing while he did not qualify to do so. Similarly,
the Bolognian law wanted to prevent the spilling
of blood in the streets—Xkilling or injuring people
in the streets. It did not seek to prevent the draw-
ing of blood in the streets to save life,

The lesson to be drawn from the two cases is
tha: the plain meaning rule cannot yield the
desired result unless used in conjunction with
something else, most preferably the purpose of
the statute in question. For every statute should be
seen as a purposeful piece of work handed down
by rational human beings.

SIGNIFICANCE OF TRANSITIONAL
PROVISIONS

How do we relate these examples to the
case before us? If we are to go by the strict inter-
pretation of Setion 15(2) then the Supreme Court
was precluded from entertaining Kwakye's case.
The words “‘no...action...shall be questioned in
any proceedings whatsoever,..” speak for them-
seves. If the Supreme Court found it expedient te
act unconstitutionally to begin with then it could
have gone further to delve into the case. If the
Court had considered the very purpose of Section
I15(2), its work would have been lighter. For Sec-
tion 15(2) and similar sections of the Transitional
Provisions sought merely to ensure that all those
who had been duly convicted by the AFRC courts
were not laier freed on the basis of “technicali-
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to the fact that Krobo Edusei's assets were return-
ed to him by the Acheampong regime. The Transi-
tional Provisions wanted to ensure that no such
repetitions occurred. Given that a person had
been duly convicted a court was not empowered
to re-open the case,

The desire to protect the achievements of the
AFRC courts does not however mean that access
to the courts is denied to those who claim not to
have been tried. Accordingly a distinction could
be made between (i) those against whom “execu-
tive, legislative or judicial action” had been taken,
(i) those against whom such action is purpored
to have been taken and (iii) those who alleged
that no action real or purported had been taken
against them.

Section 15(2) includes phrases such as “action
taken”; "action purported to have been taken"
and “in respect of any such act.”

Those phrases raise both question of law and
question of fact. But the question of law is inappli-
cable and inoperative until the question of fact
has been established Has an action real or purpor-
ted been taken? This is a question of fact which
a court has to determine. This was simply the issue
in the Kwakye case.

The Court unanimously felt that Kwakye was
not tried. So why was the reief that he sought not
given? One school of thought holds that the
Court’s inability to grant Kwakye his relief was
based to a great extent, on the wording of Sec-
tion 15(3) of the Transitional Provisions which
precludes the Court from granting relief even if
certain laid down procedures are not followed in
respect of the judicial, executive or legislative
action, But surey, a distinction should be drawn
between failure to observe certain procedures in
the course of one’s action and failure to act, The
former deals with the non-compliance with proce-
dural matters even though some form of action
has been taken. The common example will be a
situation where the rules of natural justice have
not been complied with. Apparently it is this kind
of situation that Section 15(3) covers. It does not
appear to cover the situation where no action
legislative, executive or judicial has been taken at
all.

This writer was the Chairman of the Committee
that recently probed the Ghana Prisons and he
had the privilege of meeting most of the AFRC
convicts. He was struck by their common com-
plaint: the fact that they had not been tried. In
the event the Committee had to recommend that
the AFRC convicts should be given the opportu-
nity to appeal to the regular courts even though
the matter was not within our terms of reference

OBSERVER

OPPORTUNITY MISSED

In deciding whether Kwakye was tried or not
the court would not have been defeating the pur-
pose of Section 15 but merely ensuring that the
section was given its true effect, Most Ghanaians
are agreed that any person properly tried and
convicted by the AFRC deserves conviction. We
have all been witnesses to the corruption that
almost destroyed our economy. We rejoiced at
some of the measures applied by the AFRC. Most
of us at that time rejoiced one way or the other
because we saw their action as a direct revolt
against the established court system which fre-
quently favours the wealthy. That, however,
should not mean that we should endorse any
action that smacks of plain injustice—the very evil
that the AFRC sought to remedy. A clearest exam-
ple of plain injustice is where the facts establish
beyond reasonable doubt that a person was not
tried. If the person was not tried then how could
there have been a conviction? If the Supreme
Court is saying that it is powerless to act in a case
of this nature, then it is, in effect, giving legality
to naked cases of injustice. To some extent the
Court is saying the end jusifies the means and the
following quotation from the noble words of
Justtice Brandeis in Olmstead v. Untd Sates, (277
U.S, 438) could not be a more appropriz ¢ warn-
ing:

"Decency, security, and liberty alike demand
that governmental officials shall be subjected
to the same rules of conduct that are com-
mands to the cittizen. In a government of
laws, existence of the government will be
imperilled if it ftils to observe the law scrupu-
lously. Our Government is the potent, the
omnipresent teacher. For good or for ill, it

teaches the whole people by its example.
Crime is contagious. If the government be-
comes a law-breaker it breeds contempt for
the law; it invites every man to become a law
unto himself; it invites anarchy. To declare
that in the adminisration of the criminal law
the end justifies the means—to declare that
the government may commit crimes in order
to secure the conviction of a private criminal
would bring terrible retribution. Against that
pernicious doctrine this court should resolu-
tely ser its face."”

Fortunately, by Article 11k(3) the Supreme

Court is not bound by its previous decisions.
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o. and the form the Transitional Provision t
Polities Befove Jene 4 |

THE TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS — ITS
SIGNIFICANCE IN GHANA TODAY
By
Kwamena Ahwoi
It has becom: customary for me, whenever |
have spoken on the Transitional Provisions to

make this little dedication. 1 dedicate my con-

tribution to all those Ghanaians who died in the
course of making a principled stand not just
against military adventurists, aided and abetted
by the'r civilian stooges but also against the
exceptionally incompetent administrations that
we had b:tween 1974 and 1979. It is dedicated
to all the hard-working people of this country
who were, and are still, being forced to flee this
country because hard work did not, and does
not count any more, and who are now
being chided as ‘unpatriotic’ and ‘cowardly’. It
is dedicated to all the babies who died because
baby food was being retailed in polythene bags
in Makola market and the ‘Eighteen’ thus be-
coming contaminated, whilst the foreign exchan-
ge carned by the farmers and workers of this
country was be'ng squanderzd on the latest mo-
dels of automobiles. It is now being used to 1m-
port 504 cars for MPs and Mercedes Ben’es for
Silver Jubilee celebrations. It is dedicated to all
those “nsignificant” soldiers who died on June
4, 1979, and whose memorles are being deszcra-
t-d by the backlash of reaction which seems to
sugeest that they are the villains rather than the
heroes of the politico-economic tragedy that
was enacted on the Ghanaian national stage bet-
ween 1974-1979  Finally, it is dedicated to the
triumph of constitutionalism over the ‘rule of
the bayonet’.

But what constitutionalism? Some of the peo-
ple to whom this address 1s dedicated went to
their graves, hoping that the popular action of
June 4 had said ‘Never Again’ to the system
that June 4 was a reaction to. Unfortunately,
the cry now is ‘Never Again’ to June 4.

But why is Junc 4 so important to a discus-
sion of the Transitional Provisions? The answer
is that the Transitional Provisions, especially
th~ controversial ones, are a baby of June 4.
In order, rherefore, to assess the significanc: of
the Transitional Provisions in Ghana today, we
must trv to remind ourselves, because we tend
to have very short memories, of the circumstan-
ces which led to the establishment of the AFRC

The general malaise in which Ghana found
ltself on the eve of June, 4 can never raally be
accurately recollected. A group of soldiers who
had overthrown a froely elecied Government
in 1972 and perpetrated itself in power for 7
vears had succeeded in so dividing and polari-
sing the country that father was s21 against
son. In the process, the economy had been des-
troyed beyond recognition; ‘stagflation” would !
¢ven be too mild a word to describe the situa-
tion,

Obvious manfestation of incompetence and
misrui> had led to a deepening army-civilian-
schism and dangerous class polarizations, as the
population watched helpless whilst Colonels
and their cronies who did not have a pesewa
when they intruded on to the political scene un-
constitutionally amassed wealth on a scale that
shocked even the most ardent believers in appro-
priatory and expropriatory capitalism.

M:anwhile, they had succeeded in packing a
Constituent Assembly to insert clauses of indem-
nity in the Draft Constitution which would pre-
vent any questions being asked about theeir pe-
riod of enforced stewardship.

This then was Ghana before 1979; a divided,
sick counrty to b: launched on to the platform
of a democratic experiment based on a Constitu-
tion which would prevent calling to account the
people who intruded on th: national scene and
ruled so disastrously. Was it, however, the rulers
alone who were a failur: and a disaster?

Long before June 4 itself, there were c'ear
signs of institutional breakdown of the law enfor-
cament and other agencies, especially the Police
and the Judiciary, The fact that these institu-
tions were helpless whilst the NRC/SMC rule
was going on was an admission of limitat’ons on
the power of the established institutions to check
the excessas of those Governments and reverse
the calamitous trend that they had embarked
upon. For example, thiz excess liquidity created
in the system by the over-printing of currency
was done in flagrant violation of the Bank of
Ghana Act, 1963 (as amendxd), vet no lawver
attempted to challenge this action in Court.

The proliferation of Commissions of Equiry,
with their findings was an admission by both the
legislature and the: judiciary that the common
law accusatorial system which operates in our
Courts was not working in our particular cir-
cumstances. No less a person than the Chief Jus-
tice hims:lf conceded in an address that he deli-
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vered at the Annual Conference of the Ghana
' Bar Association in Sckondi-Takoradi in 1979
that — “the essential difference between the ac-
- cusatorial and inquisitorial systems is apparent
" from their names - one is a trial of strength and
' the other is an inquiry.
The question in the first is:  Are the shoulders
! of the party on whom is laid the burden of proof
 ...strong enough to carry and discharge it? In the
second, the question is: What is the truth of the
maftter .. | personally feel that the inquisitorial
has a strong edge over the accusation . . In 1964,
we ptssed in this country, an Act which seeks to
m.rge to some extent the two systems - the Cor-
rupt Practices (Prevention) Act, 1964, Act 230
. . - had it been used oftener, the incidents of cor-
ruption which wer: allegedly unearthed at the
recent trials by the People's Court would have

been minimal and there would, in my opinion, '

havs been no need to establish a Special Tri-
bunal outside our known and familiar judicial
set-up to deal with corrupt practices.”

These were very frank and serious admissions
by the Chief Justice. He was admitting that -

(i) Our trial system is not a‘med at finding
the truth of the matter:

(i1} The opportunity offered by Act 230 to use
an alternative procedure which was more
likely to get at the truth was not taken
up:

(id) Hence the nead for establishment of the
Special Tribunal.

And then the law itself, The law was used
to create so much lawlessness that in the end
it lost whatever claim to fhidelity it may have
hod, When thugs went to beat up a group of res-
pectable Ghanalans, including the incumbent
Vice President, who had met to discuss affairs
of state, a law, the Union Government (Civil
Proceedings) Decree, 1977, SMC 139, was pass>d
to make it impossible to inititte civil action
against them. S. 1 (2) of that Decree - Law
stated :

“No court shall entertan any civil pro-
ceedings or action whatsoever against any
matter, arising out of or in mnnec:-
tion with the symposium,
or rally held on 12th day of October,
1977, at the Accra Community Centre.
-in relation to  the proposal of Union
Government for Ghana or any matter
connected therewith.”

And S. 2 continued:
“Any proceeding or action ref:rred to in

lecture

immediately before the publication of

this Decree in the Gazette shall abate.”

When people were detained without charge

and without trial for committing no other offence
than not believing in Union Government, Pre-
ventive Detention Decree were passed with
retrospective effect to validate their detentions.

June 4

The offshoot of all these abberations in the
system was the explosion that occurred on June
4, 1979.  The coup-makers reasoned that nor-
mal procedures having failed to give adequate
protection to the body politic against marauders,
rather spxcial measures were called for. And
having deeided to hand over power to the clec-
ted government after only four months, the
AFRC was at once faced with the problem of
how actions and decisions taken outside the
framework of the known legal processes were
going to be protected, and also how their unfi-
nished business of house-cleaning was to be car-
ried on. Lawyers, judges, and the AFRC and
In-coming PNP Administration, and the Joint
Planning Commission, put their heads togeth:r
and after serious deliberations, shouted in uni-
son, ‘Eureka’!

What had they found? Ouster Clauss - Tran-
sitlonal Provisison - clauses that would make it
rmposcible for the established rules to be used to
chang: things that those self-same rules had
found impossible to prevent in the first place.

Lately, a very strange argument has ben
golng on, spearheaded by the ‘Daily Graphic® in
its editorial columns, that ‘transitional’ is syno-
nymous with ‘transient’ or ‘transitory’, which
m ans ‘of <hort duration’, and to the extent that
the Transitional Provisions have assumed an
appearance of permanence, they are linguisti-
cally inel.gant. For example, in its editorial of
November 11, 1981, the ‘Daily Graphic' wrote:
G "Obviously, the word ‘transitional’ cannot
be stretched to mean anything, but ‘transitional’.
‘passing’, ‘transitory’, and we believe it is for the
Supreme Court to make a definite ruling on how

transibonal the Transitional Provisions are.”

But this argument is palpably false
All that ‘Transitional Provisions’ means i< that
as a part of arrangements for passing the reins
of Gm-r:rnmcm from one group of pcrsons 1o
another, these provisions should be observed.
One such arrangement is that certain actions of

the departing administration are R ta Lo
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Any other interpretation of Transitional Pro- | Ss. 1—6.
visions' will make some of the provisions con- (b) Matters relating 1o offices, appointmen
tained meaningless. For example S. 18 (1) of the and succession to property, Ss. 7—I14.
Transitional Provisions abrogate the 1969 Con- ¢) Indemnities, immunities and the purging
stitution, and S.18 (2) repeals the AFRC (Esta- exercise, Ss 15—19
blishment) Proclamation. The proponents of [t is only in relation to the third category
the ‘transitional-transitory’ argument therefore that there is controversy. And the argument is
seem o be saying that after a certain number of that these clauses, espacially Ss. 15 (2), 15 (3);
vaars, the 1969 Constitution will be revived, and and 15 (4), by barring review of AFRC actions, |
the AFRC resurrected by reactivation of the amount to an mfringement of fundamental hu-
Proclamation which legally brought it into man rights. This argument, however, proceeds,
bzing. The truth, howevar, is that those provi- as I have argued elsewhere, on the unexamined
sions, arc meant to be permanent, a‘ssumptinn that th'e sole purpose of a Constitu-
The Transional Provisions themselves are not t'.ﬂ n.i"’f the p.rc.rle:(:,tl?‘n of & jpre-conceived. St "oy
: individual liberties”, that these are absolute
all In cuﬂrnversy: They may very broadly be ca- liberties, and that any infringement thereof ren-
tegorised into three: ders the infringing provisions null and void.
(a) Mafters relating to a smooth handover, | But a Constitution is also a political docu-
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ment, which is supposed to be rooted in the po-
litical and social, as well as the historical expe-
rience of the society it secks to serva. The Ghana-
ian experience of 1979 was one of economic de-
privation and strangulation by a small class of
unproductive, greedy bandits who plundered the
State shamelessly The 1979 Constitution, in its
orginal draft is simply a document which would
seem to have been drafted for a stable, democra-
tic utopia, economically viable and socially at
peace. But this, of cause, was far from the truth.
The additions to the origninal draft sought to
bear on the future conduct of affairs of state. And
it certainly was not the first time that a post-
indepence Consitution was reacting to the histo-
rical experience of the country. The 1969 Con-
stitution, faced with the experience of the CPP
administration, inserted clauses against one-
party rule as a specific reaction to one-party
system of the CPP. Without any democratic ex-
pression of its choice, Ghanalans were debarred
from decising whether or not their representa-
tiveg in Parliament should Ilegislate for a one-
party state for them. The same Constitution va-
lidated the disqualification of certain CPP mem-
bers, some of whom, like Mr. C. K. Tedam, had
been exonerated by Committees of Inquiry, thus
indicating a rejection of the political system in
which these individuals participated.

One looked in vain for a similar reaction to
T e T ——— L - T i E— T T T ———
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the economic and political nightmare that this
nation went through between 1974-1979 in the
original draft of the 1979 Constitution. There is
none_ There is thus underscored an impotence to
deal, within the limits of constitutionality, with
the problem of the cheats and their cronies, and
therefore a tacit acceptance that extra-legal and
eXtra-constitutional methods were needed to deal
with them. It was therefore inevitable after 24th
September, 1979, that what had been accom-
plished by extra-legal means would be protected
within the Constitution. Hence the ouster-clauses
of the Transitional Provisions.

The Kwakye Case

This brings me to the outcry over the decision
in the case of Kwakye v. A.G. | for one am not
not surprised at the decision, thinking, as T do,
that any other decision would have amounted to
a subversion of the Constitution. Jurisprudence,
otherwise referred to as legal philosophy, draws
a sharp distinction between law as it is, or posi-
tive law, and the law as it ought to be. S.15 (2)
of the Transitional Provisions is clear. Put in
terms of a particular type of legal positivism, it
says: “If ‘a’ is, then ‘b’ ought to be™, ie. “if a
thing is found to be a judicial action or a purpor-
ted judicial action of the AFRC, then the Courts
ought not to touch 1it". The majority of the
Supreme Court found it established that there
was a purported action of the AFRC (ie a pur-
ported trial of Kwakye), and therefore the conse-
quence (the Courts ought not touch that action)
was automatically triggered off.

That attitude is different from the other judi-
cial attitude that suggests that even if the law
says ‘a’ and we disagree, we must be able to say
that the law ought to be ‘b". That attitfude may be
subjectively desirable to us, especially if we are
adversely affected by a particular positive law, or
if it offends our subjective conceptions of justice
and morality. But its attendant danger is
that it then enables the judge to look at every
other provision of the Constitution and pro-
nounce it acceptable or unacceptable, and render
judgment accordingly. In this way, the judge
substitutes his own subjective conceptions of
what the Constitution ought to be for
what the Constitution does provide

For example, a judge who believes in sociali-
sed ownership of property. would then hold the
provisions of Articles 24 and 25 relating to the
protection of private property to be unconstitu-
tional. Seen in this light. therefore, the areument
of whether or not there wac a trial or a n:lrnnri
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ed trial of the AFRC convits pales into insigni-
ficance. In any case, there was no attempt by
the AFRC to cover up the fact that It was
not using known judicial processes. AFRCD 3,
which set up the Special Courts was limited to
3t

(a) You must be a Ghanaian.

(b) You must be an adult.

(¢) You must understand English.

That was a clear rejection of Courts as we
understand them. The Special Courts werc an
attempt at setting up an alternative legal form
to the regular court system, and it was never
intended that their activities be made review-
able by the regular Court system which was
being rejected thereby.

Alternative forms of legality arise ony in si-

tuations of crisis. when the existing law forms
are seen to be so patently indaequate that they
can no longer be tolerated.
The June 4 action involved people who did
not regard the regular court system as one
wh'ch could protect their interests. The peop'e
cou'd identify with them in this respectif none
other.

Thus the ground was laid, by wir-
tue of the history of legal processes in this coun-
try, for the reception of alternative legal institu-
tions, a popular revolutionary legality and legal
form which the People's Courts represented.

Ouster Clauses

So what is the significance of the Ouster Clau-
ses today? Surely it lies not in the fact that
some people are in jail. It lies in the larger prin-
ciples of upholding the Constitution, respecting
promises given to military rebels to continue a
process initiated by them and in the cven larger
purposive end of deterrence by example.

[ have already argued that if in the face of
the clear words of S.15 of the Transitional Pro-
visions, the Supreme Court had assumed juris-
diction to review Kwakye's case, nothing could
have stopped them from substituting their own
subjective conceptions of what the C onstitution
ought to contain for what it does contain, if any
other provision in the Constitution were to be in
dispute. By their decision, therefore, they upheld
the Constitution.

I have also argued that it is politically expe-
dient and pragmatic to abide by promises that
were given to the outgoing AFRC admi-
nistration But the third point T have not spoken
about.

1f vt o tes Snandau prison in West Berlin

4

today, there is a solitary octogenarian prisoner
there. He is the sole inmate of that prison. He is
guarded day and night by American, British,
French and Russian troops. He has been there for
about 40 years. He is near death His name s
Rudolf Hess, He used to be Hitler's Deputy. He
fled Germany in the middle of the Second World
War and attempted to negotiate a unilateral
peace with Britain. After the War, he was jail-
ed. He is there not because the war-time allies
enjoy his being there. He is there, because he
helps them remember. His presence there
reminds them of the abomination that Nazi Ger-
many represented.

For everyone who has fond memories of
Acheampong there are many who recall babies
dying because doctors went on strike pro-
testing the continuing presence in government of
the military and, to be trivial, who recall girl-
friends and wives taken away by the soldier-
lover-boys of the day Such people cannot con-
ceive of human rights in terms solely of what 1s
alleged to have been denied the AFRC convicts.
They conceive of human rights also in terms
of what was denied people at the time
when the present convicts were on top the world.
Vengeance, after all has not entlrely been ex-
punged from mankind’s penal vocabulary, des-
pite all that Jesus Christ came to say about
turning the other cheek. In any case, the tradi-
tional legal process itself daily punishes inno-
cents. Courts of co-ordinate jurisdiction dis-
agree, decisions are reversed, and the highest
court of the land is put there simply to put an
end to litigation, and not because of any 1nhe-
rent correctness in its declsions.

But it is said that there is another side to every
story. And it is this other side to the problem of
the Ouster Clauses that worries me great deal.
It is a worry that arises from the Ghanalan
situation today. T§ deterrence by example is to
make sense then it must be seen to be attaining
some obijective And such an objective would be
seen 1o exist if the ends that the AFRC sought
to attain are the same ends that the pres-
ent administration seeks to achieve today.

Some of these objectives are spelt out in S. 16

of the Transitional Provisions, viz:
“To purge the Armed Forces of corruption and
graft and to restore the image of the military
and to deal with the accomplices of the Armed
Foces and other persons guilty of malpractices
to the detriment of -the
the public interest.”

Others are spelt out in the Decree which set

economy of Ghana or
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up the Special Courts: “to institute criminal
proceedings against persons who have committed
certain fraudulent acts against the state; and
also persons who have generally contributed to
economic hardships and disorder in the country.”

It was in order to attain these objectives that
certain novel offences were created under the
Special Courts Decree.

The continued incarceration of the AFRC
convicts and the confiscation of their strangely-
acquired property will only make sense if the
objectives which were supposed to be furthered
thereby remain the objectives of the incumbent
administration. But of that there are grave
doubts. And while the doubts remain the call
for a Presidential pardon is probably worth-

supporting, for is not June 4 a lost cause, after
all? T, Ghenalewt

beb 4O
What Is Mr. Kwakye's Complaint?

§ r—Could someone explain to me the nature of the reliel
former IGP Kwakye sought from the Supreme Court? He
could not have been asking (o be recleased from prison.,
He has not taken up residernce yot in spite of
his conviction. Or was  he perhaps complaining that
he was not tried by the AFRC court before being convicted?
Did he submit to the court then? What nonsense is this?
A man invited to appear before a court to defend himsell
promptly bolts away and then turns round to complain of

not having been given a fair trial. Somebody sirggested on

television the other day that for certain types of offences
it should be made the duty of the accused to establish his
innocence. Mavbe we should also begin to insist on the re-
verse of ““habeas corpus’”. namely, that whoever seeks reliel
of any kind from the courts must produce his Fody 1in court
even if the case is to be conducted by counsel. Some of us

would like to hear whatever complaints he has from former
1.G.P. Kwakyve's own lips,
Community 10 E. Koramoa
Tema.

Venue Of party Meetings

Sik—Why is it that various wings of the People’s National
Party are frequently meeting at Peduase Lodge? The other
day it was the Party's Council of Lawyers, lately it was
the steering committee of the Party. And why do the Mino-
rity Parties always hold their national conventions ¢t Legon?
Why was it the Dcan of Faculty of Agriculture, described
as such, who presided over the election of officers of the
All peoples Party ¢1 Legon in August? And why did the
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ghana, described as
such, take the chair on Wednesday November 18, when
the Leader of the All Peoples Party spoke at Legon? Was
ithe meeting academic or political? The separation between

e g e

state and party should be made & lot more clear. Similarly
public officers should be the first to see that close identifi.
cation of their offices with political parties is hardly in the
best interest of the office. ' :
M. Aborampa

House No. 65 Intsin Street
Cape Coast.

-

10Th Anniversary OF F.D.C.

The Food Distribution Corporation should be congratu-
lated for having survived this long, but whose idea was it
that as part of the publicity on survival the Chairman of the
Board of Directors should go on Television on Sunday
November 14, to urge Government to provide more inputs
for the Corporation? Would it not have cost the Corporation

. much less if the Corporation’s needs had simply been set on

paper and delivered to the relevant Ministry? And what
will become of our Sundays if ¢very Chairman of Board
of Directors should take it into his head to go on the air to
inflict on us claims of achievement and a catalogue of needs ?
The Ghana Broadcasting Corporation was also taking un-
warranted liberties in introducing the broadcast by the F.D.C
iChairman as an address ““to the nation™. Is it the suggestion
that anybody who has enough money to buy air space can
address “‘the nation”? If there are no conventions on the
matter, we should begin to develop some. My suggestion
is that only the President can address the “nation™.

Kobina Mensah
House No. 50, Essei Street,
Sekondi.

“CGhanaianism™

Sik— With the current rate of exedus ol the professionals
to the neighbouring countries to seek asylum from Ghana's
woelul economy, one cannot help but say that the cause has
been the failure of our predecessors to infuse a sense of pa-
triotism in us, We have to begin giving lessons on patriotism
in all our institutions from the primary school to the Uni-
sity. The lessons could be taught under a new subject fea-
turing the following topics:
(i) What is Ghana?
(ii) Who is a Ghanaian?
(iid) What is a Ghanaian to Ghana?
(/v What are the duties of a Ghanaian?
() What are the effects of dishonesty and
unfaithfulness 1o Ghana.
I this my suggestion is accepted then [ shall U'ke to suggest
the name of the subject to be “Ghanamnism™ and would
also advice that 1 be consulted to throw more light on it

Box 19,
Achimota

Albert Joe Pimpong

Politeness

Sik—Imagine coming upon a couple of sweet “innocents™
at the main gate of the University of Ghana. Could you
possibly refuse il sweetness requests a ride down-town?
A:d then:

A—Have you done the home-work, my sister?

B—1 haven't o-0.

A—But why?

B—It's this boy. He came last night a talked a-a-a.

Me too I have told him ! am not interested . ..

-

!-r '. -‘— : '
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Even if conversation were a lot more refined, it is still

impolite to accept a ride and treat the person who offers
the ride as some kind of hireling. Isn't there some course in
the University of Ghana which would enable students to
appreciate that it is rude to carry on private conversation
when some- body has offered them a ride? Or are such les-
sons supposed to be taught at home?

15 Lower Hill
Legon.

Kobina Egyir

The Way We Speak

Sin—It has long become a fashion among many Ghanaian®
to use English words or phrases to complete sentences in th®
local languages. This anomaly used to be geographically
isolated to small areas where long contact with the whiteman
made the mmhabitants vulnerable.

Descendants from these “infected™ areas may be pardoned, -
if they cannot use the local words for say ‘uncle’, *brother’,
‘aunt’ or ‘cousin’. Indeed, these people need our sympathy
not only for the loss of their rich language but alsu*'-tﬁe"
loss of indegenous family names.

The recent trend of this misfortune is rather alarming:
My illiterate cousing surprised me when | visited her at the
market a few weeks ago. She could hardly complete one
sentence without an English word or phrase. Of course,
she is not to be blamed if the poor woman is daily exposed
to adulterated Ghanaian languages on radio and television.
To her it is perhaps a symbol of civilization and advance.
ment if she could mix a few English words with her Akan
like the literates do.

Perhaps the G.B.C. could also explain why it has joined
this war of extermination of our rnich language through
programmes like OSAFO DADZIE and the many discus-
SION Sess10ns.

P.O. Box 9098,
Kotoka Axrport,
Accra.

Kobina Abrantie

Anticipating Nuclear War

SIR—I must admit to having been alarmed when | read Miss
Hereward's letter LO Vol. X111 No. 12 on the risk of nuclear
war, and the steps that the University should take to mitigate

the effects of it. Previously 1 had assumed that nuclear war-
fare was one hazard from which we were immune in West
Africa. Even now, | cannot take the rnisk seriously, as | cannot
think of any possible cause of conflict between the super-
powers that would lead them to explode nuclear weapons
in this part of the world. Is Miss Hereward thinking of the
fall-out effects of a nuclear explosion in Europe, or the
Middle East-the most likely places for such an eventuality ?
If so, surely in West Africa the effects would be compara-
tively shight. If whole populations which are theoretically
at much greater risk are to provide 100% protection for
themselves for an extended period, the effect of the diversion
of resources from mo re vital and life-saving purposes is too
horrible to consider,

In our own case, the University cannot find the material
resources to complete or start work on buildings for which
[hgrc 15 & pressing need. Would it be wise to divert what
msuurccs are available to set against a remote possibility ?

A much greater risk for us here is that from earthquakes

\,'t

4

and it is encouraging to know #hat the Geology Departmen »
is now taking this seriously, and giving students instruction
in what action to take next time an earthquake occurs. Inci-
edentally, has anybody given thought to the special problems
involved in the construction of nuclear air-raid shelters in an
earthquake zone? There is small consolation in being pro-
tected from nuclear fallout, only to be crushed under-ground
as the result of seismic activity.

The Balme Library does have a current micro-filming
programme, What we are concentrating on is material which
is unique to Ghana, and which 15 subject to decay from
atmospheric and pest conditions already, without waiting
for a nuclear war. Often our copies are unique. The works
suggested by Miss Hereward, valuable though they are, are
printed texts, found in hbraries across the world. I cannot
envisage all copies being destroyed simultaneously, If there
were to be nuclear destruction on such a wide-spread scale

“~4.suspect that Classical scholarship would be low on the

priorities of any possible human survivors.

If it is of any eamfort to Miss Hereward, the British
Government is actively building bunkers for the protection
of unique works of art, cabinet ministers and civil servants,
and similar valuable artefacts in a disused slate quarry in
North Wales, reported by New Statesman & Nation, Vol-
102 No, 2637, 2nd October, 1981, pp. 10-12.

J. M, Walpole
Balme Library
Legon.

Who Protects The Consumer?

Sir—1It 1s gratifying to note that in response to the need for
reduction of waste the Meat Marketing Board made a profit
of €178,000 from the sale of smoked meat which had par-
tially been declared unwholesome (The Ghanaian Times
12/11/81), But before anyone begins to congratulte the Meat
Marketing Board we should pause and ask the following
crucial guestions:

What is the meaning of *
Unwholesome ™

Partially

Which medical authorities declared
the meat partially unwholesome?

Does smoking make partially un-
wholesome meat completely whole-
some”?

After smoking, were the the meat
samples re-examined and declared
wholesome before they were sold”?

Answers to these questions are of great public interest
because the health of those who consumed the meat is at
stake . One of the basic principles of food processing is to
begin with sound raw materials. There 18 no muddle way
between wholesome and unwholesome food. Meat is a highly
persishable commodity especially under our tropical con-
ditions, and the changes which take place during deter-
wration can be very harmful and sometimes lethal 1o con-
sumers. Unfortunately these changes occur before observable
signs of spoilage such as smell and colour become apparent,

| hope the smoked meat was declared wholesome for
human consumption before it was sold. Otherwise, we have
great fears for those who consumed the meat, and the profits
gamed in one orgamization could be lost through the pro-
vision of more drugs for the already choked hospital. Up-

doubtly, many Ghanaians are undernourished. and under
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STATE ENTERPRISES COMMISSION

STAFF APPOINTMENT

The State Enterprises Commission is chargad with responsibility for moni-
toring the management financial and technical performance of over one hundred
state enterrises in the field of agriculture industry and commerce. The Commis-
sion is in the process of assembling a strong team of key personnel who can
make significant contribution in the following areas:-

Financial Analysis, Industrial Engineering (Electrical/Mechanical), Ge-
ral Enterprises Management, Management Information Systems, Person-
nel Management. Economics, Consultancy Practice.

Candidates who must be professionals in their fields, should be men and
women with several years of proven ability, initiative and drive and be capable of
working independently in implementing the Commission’s programmes.

Salaries are attractive and negotiable with fringz benefits
\ Candidates who qualify as above are invited to apply with copies of relevant
supporting documents to:-
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}, AG SECRETARY,
STATE ENTERPRISES COMMISSION,
P. 0. BOX M. 393,
ACCRA.

The offices of the Commission are located in the same block of buildings
with the Social Security Bank and the Produce Buying Division (P.B.D.) of the
'5; C.M.B. at the Kaneshie Industrial Area, Accra.
:

i
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g Applications should be submitted not later than December 31, 1981
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such conditions, one’s resistance to infecticns and attack
by diseases is very low. In helping (o solve our problem
of under-nourishment it is nzcessary that enough food
is made available., but whatever is available in the midst of
scarcity, should be of g20d quality. People who are hungry
will buy and consum: anything without question, but who
prote:ts the consumer against fraud and the sale of unwhole-
some [ood 7.

Kofi Essuman
P. O. Box 134,

University of Ghana,
Legon.

The Price Of The pailies

Sir—Kindly permit me to comment on the increases in the
prices of the two daily newspapers viz, the paily Graphic
and the Ghanaian Times.

These two dailies were very critical about the increases
in the electricity and water rates announced by the Electricity
and Water & Sewerage Corporanons respectively because
the services being provided by these state corporations
are sub-standard,

Recently, these two dallies have thought 1t wise to in-
crease their price by 1007, It 15 indeed ridiculous to condemn
one state corporation lor increasing s rates and proceed
to sell four-page newspapers with nothing special o offer at
one cedi.

It is hoped that the quality and quantity of the news items
would be improved to justify the increases

Akualo Hall
University of Ghana,
Legon

Kwame Owusu-Boampong

LEGON OBSERVER NEW PRICE
With effect from January, 1982
The Legon Observer will sell at

C5.00 PER COPY

The Administration Of Cocoa (1)

Si—Your latest Observer Notebook comment (L.O. Vol
X1l No. 12) on the administration of Cocoa was timely in
its concern for a vital national sector ike the cocoa industr
at this time when our precarious existence as a nation hangs
on such key industries; but the comment turned out to be
another in the senes of ¢criticisms lately levelled against the
new Chiel Execunive of the Cocon Marketing Board, with
no real suggestions. While criticism is meant to lead to an
improvement of the status quo, most of the criticisms levelled
against Alhajyi Mumuni Bawumia including your own, have
always had overtones of ethnic and in the case of some of the
criticisms even religious bias, though these are alwavs empha-
tically demsed by the critics. The two main  arguments
advanced are the incumbent’s profession as a lawver and his
annarent poor performance in the past two vears.

Firstly, the comparison you made with his two previous
colleagues of the Interim Management Committee cannot
prove Alhaji Bawunua's inappropriateness for the pest ol
Chief Executive. since if the cocoa industry has been poorly
managed in the past two years, as alleged, on2 person out
of three should not bear the brunt and the remainder exone-
rated. notwithstanding that he was the leader of the three,
since you accept that one of the other two could be an appro-
priate choice.

Secondly, the administration of a gigantic organisation
such as the Cocoa Marketing Board which is bigger than
some Government Ministries calls for a mature citizen of
proven worth. And & man who has been a successful Minister
[ State and has since been called to the English Bar, should
be deemed capable of taking mature and well-balanced
decisions, unless it is being suggested that being technical-
ly related to cocoa should be the only yardstick for
appointment.

Cornelius Vito Banu
Cocoa Marketting Board
Accra.

Sik—In the Vol X1 No. 12, November, 1981 issue of the
Legom Observer, under the Notebook column an article
entitled “*The Administration of Cocoa" displayed an amaz-
ing naivety given the calibre of the Legon Observer

While the Observer rightly hatled the appointment of
Mr. Harry Dodoo as Chairman of the CMB Board of Direc-
tors. it condemned the confirmation of Alhaj Mumuni
Bawumia as the Chiel Executive of the CMB

To the Observer, cither Dr. Gyvamfi or Dr. Kobina Erbynn
would have been more suttable as Chief Executive because
of the academic training of the two men in
Agricultural Economics respectively. The
not consider Alhaj Bawumia's composite

Agriculture and
Observer does
experience as a
teacher, polhitician and lawyer good enough for the adminis-
tration ol cocoa

| do not i any way guestion the profound i\“““h_-dg,‘-
both Dr. Gyami and Dr. Erbynn possess in their respective
fields ol H!I.HJ}, [ do not also Sy that Dr {'_i:“”'r”:_[ or Dr

Erbynn could not have been Chiel Executive of the CMB.

It 15 the reasoming ol the Observer that just because Dr

Erbynn and Dr. Gyamh have been tramed as agricultural

therelore, that makes them
more g;-.J.t'.Ih.;-.i as Uhiel Executive ol the CMB than Alhaii
Bawurma that | disagree with

economist and agricullurist 5o

Indeed the Observer did not
need to stop at Dr. Gyamfi and Dr. Erbvan;: it could as
well go on to include the other numerous technically trained

men in the Cocoa Industry, some of them also holding docto-

as prelerable Chiel Executives al the CMB
In complex bureaucracies like the CMB

rate degrees
It IS naiwve o

place quahhcation lor leadership on mere training in One

:‘CL'hnH..‘! nﬂm l-" h\,'.lu.i 4 1Arge Organisaton with ”“_- charac-

enistics of the CMB, therelore, a person needs more of
other qualities than mercly bemng trained in one technical
field. Such a person should be more of a courageous., i
native, intelligent man, and even important|y
sess a proven high moral stature

:i.:l_.’,l
should pos.-

The Observer does not credit Alhaji Bawumia with and

real administrative acumen. Yet many other know ledgeable

persons on the Cocoa Industry observe the evident reduction
to a minimum of the wanton dissipation and misuse of cocoa
money and property that had characterised previous cocoa

admimistrations. This 1s a singularly important achievement
for the Cocoa Industry
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Also, when strikes had become the order of the day in
almost all major state establishments in the country, the
CMB, whose ordinary workers faced stern austerity measures
even more than other organisations, enjoyed a great deal of
industrial peace under Alhaji Bawumia’s administration.

Then on the mternational scene we were all witnesses to
the pulsating negotiations that attended the recently con-
cluded Internmational Cocoa Agreement. It was clear the
fAgreement was on the verge of collapse to the detriment
of Ghana. Close followers of the negotiations testify to the
greal role Alhaji Bawumia played in leading Ghana's dele-
gation to wage a diplomatic war among most member states
to bring about the dramatic success of the Agreement

Alhaji Bawumia had instilled so much confidence in the
various delegates through his powerful arguments that most
member states tended 1o look up to Ghana's delegation
led by Alhaji Bawumia during the difficult and crucial times
of the negotiations.

If these are not marks of a great admisirator then what
else 157

The Observer concludes by saving: “and we do not parti-
cularly care if in criticizing Alhapy Mumuni Bawumia's
appointment as Chiel Executive of the CMB anyone is called
a tribalist!™

Well, of course, if the Observer did not find it it to mi?c
the same objections about the appointments ol past Chief
Executives like Commander Addo and Col. Taky: who did
not have any special tramning in relation to cocod, then what
else 1s tribalistic?

M. A, Yakubu

S 35, Legon Hall,
University of Ghana, Legon.

Your Notebook comment, LO Vol. X111 No. 12 was most
welcome. It is. of course, dishonest to read ethnicity into
criticism of the appomntment of Alhaji Mumuni Bawumia
as chief executive of the CMB. If we insist that criticism is
inspired by ethnic consideration, what about the appoint-
ment itself? The Alhaji’s claims to the job are not that
obvious. And of all the people who hold comparable quali-
fications, how did the Alhaj’s name come up in the first
place? Appointments have been made in the past which
could not be easily explained. and it does not look like we
have seen the end of such appointments. One only hoped
that at least in resyz:t of cocoa the appointing authority
would show great: - sensitivity.

Akvenba Mensah
Domiabra House,
Winneba

Notebook

THE ECONOMY AND OUR UNIVERSITIES
IN the editorial of our present volume, we have
referred to the link between the national economy
and academia, suggesting that an improvement of

the one will have a salutary effect on the other.

Academics should be the first to realise that in
the present circumstances of the country, the more
we can export of anything the better; and ability
to impart knowledge should now properly be
listed as one of the country's major exports. The
pity is that we do not ever seem to get cash returns
consistent with the volume of export. Foreign
earnings from teaching abroad are hardly ever re-
patriated: such of it that arrives in the country
finds its way to money markets other than the
Bank of Ghana to do more havoc to the economy.

And while working in foreign countrizs and
paying taxes to foreign governments, Ghanaian
academics, like their counterparts in the other
professions, still maintain their families at home,
for very good reasons. We may be unhappy about
the current performance cf our primary and sec-
ondary schools, but that is because we have
known them to be better. Compared to what
obtains on the west coast of Africa we are still
better off here. Bur if those working abroad must
retain their children in the schools must we accept
cedi-payment for fees? Why should academics on
leave of absence from the country pay their rent
in cedis if they retain houses on campus?! And if,
while on a visit, they should fall ill, do our emigre-
compatriots pay only as much as the rest of us for
treatment in the hospitals? In Cedis?

All that the above seeks to say is that we should
begin to ask or a more meaningful contribution.
Perhaps in sending to the Government a list of
academia’s needs in response to the President’s
invitation, «he universities will also address the
matter of how to exact adequate compensation
from the emigre-population whe continue to use
the nation's facilities even while they are abroad.

SELF-HELP ON CAMPUS
WHILE waiting for Government to improve con-
ditions of service there is no doubt that the uni-
versities could do a lot for themselves. Elsewhere
we have remarked how inadzquat: living and
learning space generally is. To be sure, some con-
struction is going on all the time and new facilities
are being commissioned every now and then. How
soon any project is completed would seem to de-
pend on the importance the universities themselves
attach to it. Given our own scale of priorities we
are both surprised and disappointed to learn that °
extensions to the Department of Chemistry on one
campus have not been completed for use after ten
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years or so since work began.

All the universities have quotas for foreign
students. Even before the recent Government deci-
sion that such students should pay their fees in
foreign exchange, the universities themselves
could have sought permission from Government to
collect such fees in foreign exchange which could
have sustained subscription of journals, if nothing
else.

We have also remarked that university staff
want to be assured of food, clothing and shelter. If,
for the moment, the universities are in no position
to do anything about clothing, some guarantees
could be given respecting food and shelter, at least.
Recent efforts by associations of concerned citizens
to organise bulk purchase and distribution of food
to staff seem have succeeded in attenuating
despair somewhat on some of the campuses. Some
of the universities happen to have agricultural re-
search farms. Proceeds from those farms could
be distributed a lot more systematically and equi-
tably. Self-owned housing schemes have been un-
der discussion for many years, but not much seems
to have been done about it until it is now almost
impossible to build for sheer expense. Petty irri-
tations like having to run after travel tickets or
clearing personal goods from the ports when
there are university officers who are supposed to
provide these services do not exactly uplift staff
morale.

Everybody expec:ss the President and his cabi-
net to do things in this country And the comp-
laints about things not being done are loudest
from university platforms. We can only reiterate
that while waicing for help from Government, the
universities could begin to do some things for
themselves.

EDUCATION—WHO CO-ORDINATES WHAT?
IT occurs to us that it is not only the universities
which have problems. For instance, while the uni-
versities are supposed to be co-ordinated by the
National Council for Higher Education, who co-
ordinates what outside the universities has never
been clear, the rationale, that 1s. And now a Tech-
nical Committee has been appointed by the Gov-
ernment to advise on how to organise all education
university education excepted. under the Ministry
of Education. We wish the Technical Committee’s
terms of reference were not thar limited, for
some of the institutions that are to be placed un-
der the Ministry of Education might be better off
elsewhere seeing how bogged down the Ministry
of Education already is by its oresent concerns.
Students of the Ghana Institute of Journalism are
especially unhappy about the envisaged transfer of
fram the Ministry of Information

koo leesurs ]
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tests in the dailies. But the students’ suggestion
that the Institute should be administered from
the Press Commission is somewhat surprising.
Must an Institute which offers courses on land
economy be placed under the Lands Commission
just because there is a Commission of that name!?

We thought that who looks after what in Edu-
cation would be determined by a national com-
mission with wider terms of reference than the
Technical Commitree's. We were indeed looking
forward to drawing the attention of such a na-
lional commission to the proceedings of the Tana-
narive conference on higher education in Africa,
1961. This conference at which Ghana was repre-
sented proceeded on the understanding that high-
er education referred to "all types of education
of institutional nature such as universities, univer-
sity colleges, liberal arts colleges, technological
instiutes and teacher-training colleges for which
the basic entrance requirement is completion of
secondary education, the usual entrance age Is
about 18 years and in which the courses
lead to a given named award (degree, dip-
loma or certificate).”

The import of the Tananarive proceedings is
that, at least, in one tradition, post-secondary edu-
cation is, for the most part, reckoned as higher
education. Given proper recognition, educational
centres like the Ghana Institute of Journalism
could probably relieve the universities of some of
the pressure with better returns to the nation.
for all we know.

AND GNAT IS 50

WHILE attention is focused on education we can-
not help noting that the Ghana National Associa-
tion of Teachers has turned fifty. We wish to
congratulate GNAT for having survived this far.
And we recall with pride that when it was fashion-
able for associations of workers to declare themsel-
ves integral wings of political parties, GNAT was
one association which refused to be swept by the
tide, concerning itself solely with promoting the
cause of teachers and the teaching profession.
GNAT is to be commended for seeing its mission,
in such clear terms.

There is a lot of despair among teachers current-
ly. It is no just despair over food and shelter. Part
of it relates to the absence of a clearly formulated
national policy on education. For example, is the
Jjunior secondary school idea on or not!? We have
repeatedly urged the appointment of a national
commission as a first step to putting things in
their proper place. We were pleased to learn from
speeches made by GNAT officials during the cele-

brations in November that the association alse
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GUINNESS GHANA LIMITED

have a vacancy within Management for a
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:
QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIE NCE: \
Applicants should possess a good University Degree in Mechanical Engi- \
neering, and have a minimum of 5 years post-graduate experience. Preference will A
bz given to candidates with practical experience in one or more of the following }
fields: Food Procsssing, Refrigeration and Steam. \
The successful candidate is likely to beabout 30 years of age, and already a )
member of the Ghana Institute of Engineers. \
\

\

\

A

¥

\

§

\

RESPONSIBILITIES

These will be primarily to ensure sound mechanical maintenancs of a major |
sector of the Brewery, and will include the planning and implementation of preven-
tive maintenance schedules, installation and repair work, effective and safs use J}
) of labour, financial budgeting, and training of craftsmen.

SALARY

The Salary will be negotiable according to qualifications and experience. but
) will be on a progressive scale which compares favourably with Management sala- |
ries in other leading Companies in Ghana.

\
~ \
Y GENERAT, \
: The job is a challenging one with scope for future promotion. The success- {
ful candidate will be expected to show leadersh’p qualities. drive and initiative. {
and have the abilities to analyse problems. H2 should be adaptable, able to com- }
municate clearly, and have ability to sustain long periods of hard work. '

So as to arrive not later than 15th Dec. 1981.
Short-listed candidates will be required to attend an mtarview in Kumasi.

)
\J \
) APPLICATIONS \
- These should be addressed as follows: \
\ 1. For applicants based in Accra. 2. For applicants bassd in §
) Central and Western Regions: other Regions: \
\ The Personnel Manager, The Personne! Manager,
\ Guinness Ghana Limited, Guinness Ghana Limited
\ ¢/o Senior Area Manager. Post Office Box 1536, \
\ Post Office Box 3610 Kumasi. \
Accra f
\ (Ring Road East Industrial Area) (Kaase Industrial Area)
\
!
\
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25th December, 1981

Sessioan| Address
The President’s Sessional Address to Parliament
announced increases in three cash crops, namely,

- cocoa, from 12000 to (360.00 per 32 kilos,

coffee, from (C210.00 to ¢500.00 per 63 kilos, and
shea-nuts, from €110.00 to ¢400.00 per 62 kilos.
The Address indicated also that Government was
contemplating the establishment of a Stock-
Exchange Market in the country. The universities
were invited to submit bold and realistic plans
for halting continuing loss of siaff to the neigh-
bouring countries.

NOVEMBER 10
No Relief for AFRIC Convicts

The Supreme Court decided by 5 to 2 that
article 15(2) of the Transitional Provisions of the
Constitution of the Third Republic precludes re-
view of judicial actions and purpored judicial
actions of the AFRC. The Court was giving judge-
ment in the appeal by Mr. B. S. Kwakye former
Inspector-General of Police who was sentenced
“in absentia" to 25 years imprisonment by the
AFRC.

NOVEMBER 12
Registration of Voters

The Electoral Commissioner announced with
satisfaction that 83.3 per cent of Ghana's estima-
ted 5.7 million potential voters registed during the
recent registration exercise,

Trans-West-African Cocastal Highway

President Limann cut the sod at Anyinase in the
Western Region to signify commencement of
work on the 134 million Axim-Mpatabo-Elubo
highway which forms part of the West African
highway neiwork connecting Lagos (Nigeria) —
Nouakchott (Mauritania).

NOVEMBER 20
University of the North

Professor F. G. Torto, President of the Ghana
Academy of Arts and Sciences has cautioned
against the contemplated Agricultural University
to be sited in Northern Ghana. After drawing
attention to the difficulty in maintaining existing
institutions, Professor Torto asked what guarantee
there was that the new University, if established,
would escape a similar fate. Professor Tor:o was
speaking at a public meeting during the 22nd
Anniversary Celebrations of the Academy, No-
vember 16-20.
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NOVEMBER 15
For The Record
: Hearts Win F.A. Cup
NOVEMBER 6 Accra Hearts of Oak beat Tamale Real United

1-0 in the replay of the finals at the Accra Sports

Stadium to win the Football Association Cup for
1981,

NOVEMBER 17

Worthless Agricultural Ventures

The Ghana National Reconstruction Corps
(GNRC) has announced abandonment of some of
its farms in the Upper Region explaining that

“most of the farms have proved to be worthless
ventures”

NOVEMBER 25

Currency Deal?

A member of Parliament, Mr. Thomas Afful,
Action Congress Party, has asked Parliament to
investigate allegations that a functionary of ‘he
People’s National Party (PNP) has been paid huge
kick-backs from the printing abroad of new cedi
notes. Contributing to a debate in Parliament,
Mr. Afful even questioned the wisdom of prining
new notes at this time.

DECEMBER 1

Rumpus in the PNP

Mr. Sam Addae-Amoako who in November
secured a court order restraining the Chairman of
the PNP, Nana Okutwer Bekoe, the General Se-
cretary, Dr. Ivan Addae-Mensah, and the Chair-
man of teh Publicity Secretraiat, Mr. Kofi Batsa
from continuing discharge of their duties as func-
tionaries of the PNP told a press conference that
he found it necessary to go to court because the
individuals named had failed to pay into the
Party's chest, both local and foreign monies re-
ceived on behalf of the Party.

Nana Okutwer Bekoe, Dr. Addae-Mensah and
Mr. Kofi Batsa have since announced their inten-
tion to sue for defamation.
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OBSERVER’S NEW PRICE

With effect from Jannarv. 1982
Fhe Observer will sell at ¢5.00 per
copy.




