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ricber in thelT Fante ,dloms and connotations than 
the original English versions. Alas, one 
say the same for some of the latter translatlons 
added to the enlarged. CAN . For example, in V.S 
of 'God moves to a mysterious way' (MHB.503, 
CAN. 166), the delicate word-plav on 'bitter' and 
·sweet' is completelv lost upon the •. and 
the result is a muddled metaphor which 15 neither 
a delight to the senses nor a consolation to the 
heart. 
And It is this kmd of Insensitivity which pervades 
the A H translations. The very first entry. A H. I, 
struck me as odd. Even offhand. one wonders why 
the last two Hoes were rendered 

instead of 

We extol your holy name : 
Then one day we'll sing above 

We'll extol your holy name -
Till we join the choir above, or, 
Till we come to sing abovo. 

This is truer to the original, 1 think, and sparks in 
my heart a response which the pretent form of AH.I 
cannot evoke. And If this is the fate of such simple 
choruses, how do tho complex songs fare? Let us 
return to Acquaah's 'Amansuon, hom mbra' for a 
moment. How can anyone call 'When we sowed 
the corn' (AH.44) a translation of 'Amansuon, 
hom robra'? Where is the invocation, the el(ultant 
rallying? Again, offhand, one would havo expected : 

Come you nations, come 
or 

All you nations come 
That IS Amansuon, hom mbra! Come, join us, let 
us slOg the wondrous grace of the Lord of the Har· 
,est One could multiply ex.amples. 

Secondly, smgableness. A delicate balance must 
be maintained between stressed and unstressed 
s.yllables, punctuations and repetitions of words 
Or on one hand. and a sensitivity to the 
dynamics of the music on the other hand , If the 
translated song IS to be singable. Thii is especially 
50 ..... hen words and music were composed for each 
other - as is the case of most of the local songs 
translated for the AH. 

Once agam. 'Yesu Te Ase' fur01shes 
an Illustration. The Ga translation of that song, 
'Yesu Hie Ka' contams the same number of syUa­
bles in the same order and With the same meaning­
a more <;uccessful translatIOn than the English 
attempt. The English translator had an immediate 
problem "1m the first hnc. Should the definitive 
operung phrase be translated 10 full' Jesus is alive', 
thus forclOg a spht of the third notc of the music 
mto two qua,·crs to accommodate rhe extra syllable, 
and slumng the fifth and SlXth notes on an msig01-
ficant word like "and'? Or should tbe important 
&S5Crtlon be left hanging : 'Jesus IS a-'! How much 
nealer is 'Jesus lives!' which, conceived and 
eAccuted in English, follows naturaUy the mwic. 
Verses 2 and 3 of AH.119 did not e\lcn attcmpt 
that repetillon which glVes both songs their power 
and beauty. 

The problem is further 
character of our languages. 
the inflexIons dictate the 

by the 
other 

sers to the words. Perhaps this is the most difficult 
aspect to capture in translation, as becomes mani­
fest when one has to contend with a piece by a 
man with Ephraim Amu's finely tuned traditional 
ear. Little wonder that even the two paltry songs 
which represent this giant are only adaptations. 
And even then, just lry slOging the new 'Yen era 
a!aase ni ' offered in AH .394. 

One is, of course, not condemning all the transla­
tions: Some stars startle you occasionally from the 
gloom. Rev. Esamuah's rendition of '0, how I love 
Jesus' (AH.55) is satisfying both for its fidelity and 
singableness. (Note, for example, how the emphatic 
'0' takes the first full note expressively) . Most of 
the translations by the Turners also come off quite 
well - as indeed do virtually all the adaptations. 
For example, the adaptation (AH.361) of 
Acquaah's answer to Ellerton's 'Now the labourer's 
task is o'er' (MHB.976) is a beautiful hymn In 

English - though one cannot but miss the 'Yebe­
hyiam' afeboo'. and the deliberate paning, 'Da yie, 
Oa yie', how do you translate that? Fare well? 
Sleep well? Good bye? Good Night ? May be it IS 

best left untranslated. 

Modernisation and Revision 

Apart from the translation, the AH has anotber 
feature which is worthy of attention : modernisa­
tions and revisions of the traditional English hymns. 
The whole Issue of the need for and the permissible 
extent of modernisation can be debated at length . 
One certainty, however. is that such modernisations 
may not necessarily be an aid to devotion or even 
comprehension: indeed it is conceivable that they 
should prove a hinderance in some cases. Overall, 
some of the hymns have not been at all affected 
bv the revisions, and a few have benefited thereby. 
But it must be emphasised that it is not a mero 
defence of the traditional and familiar which makes 
Elect from every naoon' (MHB.701) preferable to 
"Though drawn from every nation' (AH.181). 10 
some cases, the loss both in depth of meaning and 
singableness occasioned by the modernisation il 
quite considerable. Thus in '0 Love that WIlt not 
let me go' (MHB.448. AH .I65), the human part, 
the conscious surrendermg, which is the point of 
the second line of each stanza is completely sacCl­
ficed in the AH. Compare, for example these t ... o 
versions of verse two : 

o Light that folJowest all my way, 
( yield my Rickering torch to Thee : 

My heart restores ItS borrowed ray, 
That in Thy sunshine's blaze its day 

May brighter, fairer be. 

and 
(MHB) 

o Light - you follow aU my way; 
Renew your radiance in me. 

My bean rCO:lves the quickenin& ray 
That In your sunshine's blaze each day 

May brighter, fairer be. 
(AH) 

Likewise, in 'Master, speak' (AH.281), the waitiag 
in the original verse 1 becomes a gomg in revision, 
and the 'Master, speak and silence aU' in verse 2 
is revised to 'Drive the voice of sin' - In com-
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GHANA ATOMIC ENERGY COMI5510N 
Applications are invited from sui tably qualified persons for the following 

posts. 
A. Stenographer Grade I «(1:6864 x 168 - C7896) 
(i) Candidates must possess a good general education wIth credit in English 
Language at School Certificate level or a GCE. ( o Level ) pass in English Lan­
guage or must have passed the Qualifying English or equivalent qualification 
(II) Must be able to lype at the rate of 40 words per minute for 10 minutes and 
take shorthand at the rate of 100 words per minute for 3 minutes and must 
possess a Certificate from Government Secretarial School 

B. Stenographer Grade 11 «(1:6024 x 84 - (1:6448) 
(i) A good general education with the minimum qualification of the Middle 
School Leaving Certificate 

and 
(ii) Must be able to type at the rate of 40 words per minute for 10 minutes and 
take shorthand at the rate of 80 words per minute for 3 minutes and possess a 
certificate to that effect from the Government Secretarial School . 

C. Clerk Grade I «(1:6864" 168 - (1:7896) 
Candidates must possess the minim urn educational qualification of School 

Certificate with credit in English Langu age, or the G.CE. '0' Level with passes 
in at least 5 subjects including English Language. Preference will be given to 
candidates with knowledge of typing. 
D. Clerk Grade II «(1:6024 x 84 - (1:6648) 

Candidates must possess the minimum educational qualification of School 
Certificate with credit in English Langu age or the G.CE. '0' Level with passes in 
at least 5 subjects including English Language and must be able to type at the 
rate of 40 words per minute. 

2. Accounts Clerk Grade I «(1:6864 " 168 - (1:7896) 
E. Qualification: 

Candidates must possess:-
(i) The minimum educational qualiticat ion of School Certificate with credit in 
English Language, or the GCE. Ordina ry Level, with passes in at least 5 subjects 
including English Language, and must have had at least 3 years relevant expe­
rience in Boik·keeping and Accounts. 

Or 

(ii) A good general education Preferably up to the School Certificate level with 
at least credit in English Language or a pass in English Language at the G.CE" 
Ordinary Level Examination, plus the Intermediate Accounting and Commercial 
Certificate of one of the following bod ies: London Society of Arts (Stage III in 
Accounts. Economics and Statistics, or Accounts Economics and Commercial 
Law, or an equivalent qualification with at least three years relevant experience 
in Book-keeping and Accounts. 
F. Account Clerk Grade D «(1:6024 " 84 - (1:6648) 

Qualifications: 
Candidates must possess: 

(i) The minimum educational qualification of School Certificate with credit in 
English Language, or the G.CE. (Ordinary Levell with passes in at least 5 sub-
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jects including English Language. Preference will be 
experience in Book-keeping and Accoun ts. 

• 
&1ven to candidates with 

Or 
(ii) A good general education preferably up to the School Certificate Level 

with at least credit in English Language or a pass in English Language at the 
G.C.E. Ordinary Level, or equivalent qualilication, plus the Intermediate Accont­
ing and Commercial Certificate of the London Chamber of Commence, Institute 
of Book-keepers, Royal Society of Arts (Stage 11) in Account Economics, and 
Statistics, of Accounts, Economics and COlDffiercial Law or an equivalent qualifi 
cation. 

Preference will be given to candidates with experience in Book-keeping and 
Accouo' s. 

Application forms may be obtained from the Secretary, Ghana Atomic 
Energy Commission, P. O. Box 80, Lego n. Closing date for the return of the 
completed application forms in 10th No vember, 1981. 

Unsuccessful applicanl3 will not be informed. 

like the delightful irony in the rationale which 
enables us to translate Sam's Tsie. Tsie, Tsie' into 
'Hark, Hark. Hark' (AH.75) while at the sa.me 
time moderniSing 'Hark the herald angels sina' 
Into 'Listen I herald nngels sing" (AH.83) 

IV - CONCLUSION: O UR FIRST 
ECUMENICAL HYMN BOOK 

Having thus fought off the disappo,intment w~ich. 
gripped some of us who eagerly I\w~l.Ited the arrival 
of Ghana Praise and Awmpa H)mns, we m3Y now 
conclude by notin~ some of the finer p,"Iints of this 
unique collection. In the first. pl~cc, t~is is the first 
serious attempt at ecumc01ca1I')m 10 Ghan31.1n 
hymnC'dy. This colkction brin:"":'\ together from 
various SClurces the floating iJe.1s and form! 
scattered throughout the country. Here are tho 
best-loved hymns and !;ongs of the- Church of Chri3t 
in Ghana., in the full':'1t seme. It should be, Wi in 
re~ised fMm, one of the strong~t unif)'lflg ~andt 
of Ghanaian Catholics, Protestants and Pl!nt&­
costals. 

And upon what basis Wll~'O Perfect L"ve 
(AH.345) spared the scapel? 

Another gratifying aspect is the inclusion of somo 
national anthems from Africa alongside the hymns 
on nation and society. One conspicuou, absence 
from this section, however, is that powerful national 
hymn (by Casely-Hayford) which used to close 
GBC-TV before the advent of the Third Republic: 

Lord God of Ghana, praise to Thee 
Who gave this land it<;liberty; 
May we for ever more be free: 
A nation's thanks we bring to Thee. 

Abo worthy of mention are the Orders for Holy 
Communion and Mass conveniently placed at tho 
end of the AH, and the useful biographical notes 
which are intended to be revised and up-dated in 
subsequent editions. One also wishes that thosa 
onlightening backgrounds to the hymns were nOI 
10 brief or so few. A longer Preface, giving a history 
of hymns and hymn books in Ghana, again would 
have greatly increased the ... 'alue of the boob. 
The fonnat. layout and illustrations are generally 
pleasant, and should appeal not only to the students 
at whom the book is primarily aimed, bJt to all the 
fellowships and interdenominational and para .. 
church groups for whom it will hopefully become 
tbe hymn book, 

There is a declared intention to reviSG &nd 
Improve this edition presently and it is hoped thai 
thts .hymn book will then finnly take its place in tha 
reality of our African and Ghanaian worship expo­
nence. 

The second source of satisfactIOn is tho thought­
fulness "hich charal..tc.:ri\cs the English se lections. 
Think of almost any favourite Ghanaia.n hymn In 
Enghsh, and you Will find it here (e ... 'en Ifin It! 
modemi.;ed. form !). The scope of the selection i, 
ruso truly Ghanatan, encompassing not only those 
of traditional Briti ... h and European origin, but 
also negro <;pirituah and such American-derived 
favountes as 'Oreat i3 Thy faithfulness' (AH 41) 
and 'How great Thou art' (AH.37). Incidentally, 
though the inde~ li<;lmg of the latter song used. 

__ --:.' .;:o;;le.::m.::n;.'.;~::o.:.r .. 'a.:." ... ..,:.:...o;;m..:e.;',:..thi;:;;.·S...;.is_O.;.D;..;.;.'o;.DJg;.;..jn...,".:hiit.·C:.;h~!-"""nti .... L't,o.Jthi,,'Lsm.h .. ym:lainmboOJc, may God', ntmpa . cd forth by tho 10D S or 
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THE PROBLEMS OF ACADEMIA 

IN the Sessional Address to Parliament on Friday, November 
6, 1981 the President inv;~ed the country's universities to 
submit "bold and realistic" plans for resolution of the myriad 
problems of higher education. There could not be a more 
welcome invit.:ation. We understand, however, that lart year 
the Vice-President e)f~ended a similar invitation to which the 
universities promp~ly responded, The expectation was that 
the Govemment would provide a special import licence for 
the ordering of very urgent consumables before the 1980-81 
academic year g(!l~ under way. In the ~vent, we are told, 
nothing came out of that particular exercise. The tempta':ion 
is no~ to take the present request seriously, but it would be 
a mistake to ignore any opportunity, however unpromis:ng, 
We therefore urge the universities to respond to the 
President's invitation with speed. 

We imag'ne that book-supply would feature high in any 
catalogue of needs. Visitors to the bookshops of the various 
campuses cannot fail to no:ice how n.m-down those facilities 
have become. Time was when within days of the publication 
of any new volume in Europe, America or wherever, you could 
count on finding a copy in the book-shops at legon, at leas .. 
It is not the case any more. The wors:: affected by the 
demise of the bookshops are those courses which require set 
texts whkh every student must own to facilitate dose study. 
Many students are having to share books. Those who have the 
resources have had to resort to stencil-reproduction of whole 
volumes a~ considerable cost. Many departments are not able 
to maintain overseas subscription of joumals and periodicals 
any more. In effect, therefore, some departments are not 
aware of the current advances and developments in ~heir 

disciplines. 

The absence of books that can be bought has proved to 
be a very severe strain on the in~ergrity and sense of fa'r­
play of users of the library. Books given out on 'oon are kept 
longer than is allowed. Borrowing is increasingly extending 
to pages from volumes on reserve, which borrow;"~ is not 
even brough~ to the attention of the Library staff for even­
tual retrieval. While the libraries are not in rece;p~ of s:gnifi­
cant additions to their holdings, therefore, what th:re is 
seems to be forever dwindling. 

Besides books, consumables such as chemicals and ,.:a­
tionery are in very short supply. lately, in-take into the 
Sciences seems to be restricted more by the shortage of raw 
ma:erials for the prosecution of laboratory investigations than 
by any uther bctor while the absence of statione for the 



Faculty m~ingi for the formulation and review 
of academic policy are not held as frequently as 
should be the ase 

Additional living and learning space is another 
urgent requiremerr.. In the Halls of Residence, 
cubicles that were intended for single occupancy 
have been adapted for double occupancy. Lately 
the pressure on the halls, especially on their sani­
tary facilities, has mounted with the admission of 
non-reside": students many of whom are known 
to reside in the Halls as squatters. While convert­
ing ~he Hal's for double intake proceeded, not 
much attention seems to have been given to pro. 
vid'ng additional class-room or labor3-:ory space. 
In one par~ic!Jluar case it was apparently foreseen 
e<Jrly enough that an existing laboratory could not 
accommodate in-coming numbers and a beginning 
was indeed made of adding to the facility. The 
new facility is still no~ ready for use, however, 
although it is now nearly a decade since construc­
tion began. 

The Sessional Addre!s also referred to sugges­
tions for an increased intake. And we recall recent 
observations to the effect that, indeed, even wi~h_ 
out add;~ions to existing facilities the unversities 
could maintain twice their present intake. We are 
sceptical of all such claims, but we need to ask 
even more fundemental questions: Do we want 
numbers for numbers' sake 1 If not, what type of 
tr3;ned manpower do we need urgently? It may 
well tum out ~hat the need is more urgent for the 
type of tr3ining that is availab'e at :he Polytech­
nics, for example. Bu; while we are looking at 
-::he un'vers:ties we may have noticed that many 
of t;e more recent gr3duates, those tr3ined in the 
Humanities e-;pecia1ly, do not seem to find much 
to occupy them in the public services. In certain 
o her areas, on the other hand. especially where 
quantitative and :J~atistical skills are required, the 
vo';:me of work seems too plen-::iful for the hands 
aV.l:lable. and there are not even enough students 
wi~h aptitude in the.e areas to be tr3ined. There 
are too many of the first types alrei1dy, and we fear 
very much th=,,~ the neighbouring countries are 
the more likely beneficiaries of any policy of swel­
ling the ranks of those types. The universities 
should ~herefore go easy on suggestions for indis­
crim1nate expansion. 

F'nally, staff. Many have been lost to the ne:gh­
bourng countries and many more are preparinp ~o 
leave. Leaving home i'i a painful decison which 
most would rather not take. If facilities for teach­
ing and re~earch could be improved, I!he urge to 
leave m:ght be somewhat blunted; the urge could 
be made blur:er still if mt'als for the mon"tn coula 
be assured by one's take-home pay. Ultimately the 
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staff problem ... to do witlo tho economy. T. 
the question how do we retain thc;eef ... 
the simple answer is to improve the economy. for 
while they cannot hope to replace lonl iba'rIdoneci 
cars, univenity led.uren have lately come 0 realise 
that r~iring awards cannot ~en pay the deposit 
on an estoY-e house. Evidently ""going agea:e" brines 
the dream of owning a car once more and possi­
bly a house much closer to realisation, hence the 
drift. tt would seem, therefore, that only a c0m­

petitive oHer could eHect a reversal of the drift. 
tf, however, singling out univenity staff for rather 
special treatmet"l'.: is too invidious and diKrimira­
tory for public policy, we can appre<:iate abandon­
ment of that line of thinking. The Government 
mu~~ still decide, however, whether it does or does 
not want to retain staff. If ~ does, it will soon be 
discovered, !hat patriotism and appeals thereto can 
hardly substitute for ordinary food, clothing or 
shel!er. 

Economy 
-THE ECONO.IIY--,):)XlNG AHEAD 

By 
A. E K. A~hiabor 

In my last year's address, I referred to certain 
developmenl'i wWch threatened the e~rglng 
~,tabillty observed in 1980. I ob~rvcd that mo­
netary expansion was gradually being brought 
under con:rol and the ratc of inflation had de­
clined from 116 per cent In 1977 to 50 per cent 
in 1980. But I remarked that the Cl12.00 per 
day min"mum wage which wa'i announced af"cr 
the 1980/81 budget was approved. would im­
~ an addi:lonal burden on. the Trea~.ury un­
less additional m~a'illtcs '''"ere taken to raio:.;e 
r.!venues. Referenoe was also made to the d"ffi_ 
cultles of Ihe Cocoa Marke:.ing Board and to 
the possibll;ty that it might not be able to make 
a major contribution to Government revenue be· 
cause of rising costs. As it turned out unfortuna. 
tely, both predictions came true. In ~!te of the 
Ministry of Finance and Economic Plann­
ing'q efforts to rai~ revenue, the 1980/81 finan· 
e-al year ended with a denclt of ([;47 billion 
instead of the ~1.6 billion originally approved 
before the wage increase" As usual a very large 
part of thh was financed by the banking 
svc;;frm rec:uhing in the addItional '"fCc­
tion d lirquidity into the ecclfiomy" Little 
wonder thetcfore that by the end of September 
th"s year the le\'C'l of money supply provi~;on~lly 
stood at (l76 billion compared with ~D blll'on 

-Thi" is an e Jue I \'t'r'11n ('If;\n Id lre'n 10 the I 0 - 'Cen­
Tre of the InsliltlHl of Ranker<; on No\'cmher 21. IQ"I 
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f'2.3 binion or 42.7 per cent Q\oeT th~ previou~ 

year. The rate of Inftation which had consisten-
1)' moved dowl"wad from I' 6 ~ cen: in 1977 
to SO per cent in 1980 consequently took a sharp 
upward lurn in 19H and i'~ now ~dly about 
daub': the J980 figure. The implicat1on~ for the 
~ of U ... mg. real wag~. income distribution 
and morale of fixed income groups. savin&" and 
investment. and the balance of payments arc 
ckar. 

On the cxrernal accoWlt. although 'I:r~nuou~ 

elforts continued to be made to meet our 'external 
commitments and to live withm our means. the 
balance of payments has taken a toll from acce­
lerated innation. gr~"3ter divergence between the 
offie;a! and Ir~ market el(changc rat'~·" increased 
incid4md: of \muggUng and the difficlltics of the 
CMB In evacuating cocoa from th~ purchasing 
p~nts. In addit;on, the term~. of trad.e have wor· 
"'Coed as the world market prio:.s of cocoa and 
gold dropped while import prlC'e~ continue to 
rhe. The'e d..:".c1opmcnts have currently resulted 
in a temporary tightne., (If the external pay 
men;s qjlUatioll 

But' begin to .! hop.;:ful ~ Ign ~. on the honzon 
and ~ome of the bu ilding blocks with which we 
·.hould rebuild tt.heo economy are already being 
fa .. hlol1 xi out The mo .. t important of the hope· 
ful \Igru. IS the general a"-'ar~~ now of the 
public that some correcthe measures must come. 
Th.:re l' e\-·..:n the refr .:.shing acknowcldgement in 
many circle'. of (he ,ract th~t they may be tern· 
porarily unpl..!'a "'Jnt but that If they will sohe 
the problem once and for all and 5ct u~ on the 
right path. the sacrmce will have been a worthy 
one As to the buJlding block~ 1 am alludlog to 
the continued caution of the Government despite 
trcmendnu .. prc ..... ure .. in ensuring that our limited 
~'temal rC\,(lu rce!-. are not o\-er·committed. the 
o:! .... ncral bw o-radual TlHl\-e t ll"-'.Hds de.empha .. i'_ 

in~ c('ln:n' .... e'c pt in \-ery l" ... 'ential area., and 
the \Cttin" up cor the legal and in~ttrlional in· 
fra.~ruclUrc ... tlll ",h:\.:h ruture economic growth 
mu~t necc·.~nl~ be burtt 'il~nlficant among tllc<;e 
are the In\-cstment ('ode A.ct whieh ... treamline ... 
(lur inve';tm:nt approval procedures and grants 
gen«ou ... conl.~tJon~ for sound 10\-'estment. tbe 
cClnc1u~(ln of the International Cocoa Agrecmdlt 
the ('ocoa MarJ...cting B("I3rd Act and thl,!' propos. 
cd h11l to ~.~1ablb.h the Cu...tom\ and Pre\-en· 
livc ~f\-'icc A\ effofu continue to find an 
acceptable macro·economic.: policy framework 

wh"ch make-; a bold attack on our problem 
I 

in September 1980. This r.;!pre~.'i. an increa~ of 
mu~t now addrc!..." ourselves to the conditions ne· 
~ry to sU.itain. the gains of the long.awaited 
M}lutions. Often. we have heard it said. and 
rightly 90. that we took such measures in pre· 
vious years only to gel back: where we started a 
few years later. This time when we bave fa~.hion· 
cd out a viable and acceptable solution we 
should not slide back. I would therefore like to 
make a few rcmaks on some of the conditions 
nec~ry to ensure that the expected gatns do 
not elude us again. 

Towards Recovery 

The first and foremost reqwrement is that fiscal 
and moneta.cy policies mu!it emure future stab!· 
lhy in the valli.:! of the currency. Thc burden here 
fal .... 'w'r' !\' ," I ,rn r' ... I" 

thal failure to sustain the bcn'cfits of prcviou~ 

... tabilization measul"J'i has been due largely to 
weak fiscal policies, Large budget deficits which 
soon followed attempt~ to stabilize the valuCl of 

tbe currency generated additional liquidity. e'(_ 
pand!d the money supply. and weake ned th'c cur· 
rency thus undermining the programmes.. Be_ 
tween 1974 and 1981 the s;ze of the budget de­
ficits rOSe from <t1549 million to ~4.1 billion 
Borrowing from the banking system to finance the 
deficit that period rose from Q:128 rru11ion to 
f3.6 billion Our r.::cords also show that central 
government borrOWing from the bank to finan· 
ce it ... budget deficit accounted for over 80 per 
o.;:nt or monetary expansion between 1974nS and 
1980 /8 1. There is thu') a very strong ~iti\te cor· 
relation between the deficit and monetary ·expan· 
sIon. rt i<; t herefore extremely important that the 
budget should be regarded as a major instru · 
ment policy and not just as a means of collec­
ting revenues and alocating fund s or of providing 
the basis for an aud;t. 

Th: current ratcq of monetary expans.ion and 
inflat;on arc no' ... u ... tainable because they are 
neith'er conduchc to ... hort·run ..x:onomic growth 
nor long. run political q~ability. In thi ~ regard . the 
healthy interest which Parliament has shown in 
too budget and fi<;cal polldes recently i').. in some 

ways. welcome I would like to refer in particular 

to a (eoent debate during which an honourable 

member of th'e H ouse- called attention to an im· 

portant provision in the Bank of Ghana Act 

182) regarding e:ltpansion in the money supply 

That provision in brief. !J.ta tes that whenever 

within aD)' preceding twe1"'c·m('lmh period the 
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~hilUJd be made to the ~linlSlr} of Finance ~1.a. 
ling the caus.es of such a deve10pmerll and rug­
g~Ung ways to rectify the situation. In the pa.st 
YOOn, we have experienced inclIe'3.ses well above 
thio;; figur~. reports have be~ written with SOffit:: 

pnlpthah. but the constraints were such that little 
progn;\-" wa~ made in this area. en 1977/78 for 
mSlanre, curroot revenues covered only 56 p:r 
cent of CUrrent expcndltu~~. For 1980/81 the 
comparable figure was 52 per Cent. R~gniz1ng 
therefore, that the pre~nl administration inhe­
ritor a Hry difficult fiscal situation. W\: will 
have to take advantage of any improvements in 
policy to move quickly towards the des:iJUj goal 
of keeping monetary exparu,ion well below the 
15 p:r cent guidance limit I.e{ in the Act. The 
achievement of such a goal will as~ .. 3t substan_ 
tiallv in holding down inflation and ~\uri'ng a 
mea~ure of economic .tabilily. But it will reo 
quir..} ~trong budgetary discipllOC and firm mea· 
\ure" to enforce expenditure control and ex,· 
pand revenues. WI.' are all aware of the ~act that 
w:~ end up .. dth larger than planned deficits. La!'.t 

C • h d fi -t of "'I 6 b;!lion bu. Vl!ar we started WIt a e . CI ,:.. 

becau!ooC of incr;::a\es in the minimum wage and 
other consequential adjustment. .... :h: year ended 
with a deficit of ("'4,7 b;Bion. This ~ear we have 
;.til \'p~nlng. figure ('t.~ Cf4.:! billior. whIch h('lP'=full~ 
will no .. be too far c'Xcoeded . 

Sa, ing!>. and I nv~tment 
The ~c~ond main condition to underpin any 

b .. lOcfit ... from stabilization programme is our abi. 
lity to mobilize savings and Investment. Here 
again th~ public s...."'Ctor\ pcrfomlance h impor. 
tant Again. the hudltct is an important .sOurce of 
mob:liz'ing funds. E;en in the m~t difficult days 
nf the Fir.,t RepUblic, current rewnues. always 
exceeded current exp.mditur~. The surplus or 
'>a\"ings on current account was then supple. 
mcntl.xl. b\' loans to finance development -eXpedl­
tures, In ~ccnt \ears current I'evenue was hardly 
enough to m~et 'even current expenditures. There 

was indeed a deficit on the current account 
throughout the period. In (lther word':) part of 

current expenditures had to be met by borrowing 

from the bankmg system. The ratio of tax reve­

nu\! to GDP is estimated to have falk.'1l steadily 

in recent years while current expenditure conti. 
nues to expand. While efforts are made to contain 

the rapid expansion in expenditures it i... even 

more important that revenue collection should 

be improved so a~ to c1~ the gap betWeo.!ll reve· 

nue and expenditure. Tn this rugard appropriate 

, 

I pricing J'lI)licl~ gt·nl.!ralh w,·I' id 
. - ·prO'oeara_ 

Uonal base for taxation. II is w~l known tba( 
bxau!.e of t~ dIStortion in the econ • 

, omy a SU~ 
.. taolaJ portion of pubtic ~tor expenditurn are 
bJ'C'd on fr>!"e market related prices while 1'e'\Ie­
nue ..... ollec~on i~ based on comparatively low 
olh('lal prICe.,. Thus further tiber-a lization of 
prices o~ non·e."I...~nL1als. even a( the factory 
gate. \ltdl provide an (!l.:.pan<k:d bas t 
for ta, revenues. Such a policy should enable 
ml"~t pubUc corporatio~., to move loS'>es to pro­
fit situations and aVOid further dependence on th(! 
Central Government budget for ~bventions or 
suln:;iwdS. Subsidies themselves must ~ avoided 
as lb·cy Only Jead to a large extent to a m1sallo­
cation of resources and encourage ~ugglln(!:. If 
for "ome national poUe\" reas(ln the\" arc 
found necessary, th'ere "'ho~ld be a pn~;"mme 
to withdraw tbem as Soon a\ pos ... jble. 

Monetary policy aims at influ ... ncing ecllOomic 
activity through the COOit and ava;labillly of mo­
ney. In pas. years. when there have been excessive 
monetary expansion through cn.x1i~ to finance 
government defiCits monetary policy 10.91 it'i- cffec. 
L1 .. en~ ... Ral~'i of Inflation were such that e .. 'cn 
the highest nominal rate. ... of inter'eSt could only 
re.,ult in negativ\.' real rat~ of Interest. For exam. 
pIc. currently the G(.)\'crnnll'nt bond rate Is IQ} 
per runt against. an inflation rate 01100 per cent. 
At those rates of intcre.,l it is still attractive 
to horrow at 25 r~r cent and thcre is little ineen· 
tive to save at 18i Or 19, per cent. Since at 
least for psychological reasons interest on saving, 
and loans cannot rise above certain I'cve1s. the 
etrectiven .. "SS of the lliterest rate a ... a tool of mo­

netary policy is blunted. Given monetary 5tabillt) 
and reasonable rak~ of inflation. howevcr. mone. 
tal) policy e~pecially intel'\::o.t rates can play an 
important role in the mobtlization and dirt'ction 
of savings into investment in desirable sectors. It 
is important therefore for sustained economic 
growth that at the appropriate time interest 
rate policy like pricing policy remains flexible. 

Generally. O~ we have achieved a break 
through with a mutually acceptabl.: macro.eco­
nomic poliey package. flexibility in economic rna. 
nagement must be the watch word. Fixed attitu_ 
des towards priCds of any kind be they the pric'c 
of for'cign exchange. money. goods or wages. only 
inhibits early adjusnncnt and Creates rigidities 
in the \ystem which are difficult to correct after· 
ward~. Such rigidities have been one of th'e unfor· 
tunate heritages which the present adminiS(ration 
is trying to corrcct. Once corrected. it must not 
be pennittoo to rocur. 'ndeed. we should a\·oid 
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what [caB the control mentality and set our 
sights on dismantling most of the cumbersome 
administrative controb in the economy. The stan­
u of economic pol cy should gradually move 
away lrom direct intervention to . ..;ctt1~g only 
broad guidelinl'8 for lawful economIC aotlvity. 

Income Distribution 
A third condilion for securing the gain of any 

policy package must be based on a well formula­
ted poltcy of income distribution. In this regard 
an incollle') policy must embrace the concept of a 
living wage carefully defined so as to ensure a 
lair minimum wage. Future increases in remune· 
ration should ~ related to productivity. At thc 
~me tillfc jncomes policy must not be so regres­
sive as to discouidge inhiative. There should be 
proper reward for Initiative and enterpri~. The 
pre:,ent ~y~tem p.:rrnits too many mediocritie~ to 
ri\e to the top. Income distrIbutJon poUcfcs must 
also favour agricultural activity and the rural 
dwel1er, as against his urban countepart. For in­
"tance a pricing potic} for agricultural pro­
ducts should be such a\ to provid'c adequate re­
ward and encouragement ror the harsh cOl1di­
tions under which our rural populations live <'nd 
work. More amenities s u c h as wakr, 
\h('luld be mad c available and simlpe 
health centre~ and fecd'er roads should 
be constructed in the ruraL areas. These 
s.imple facilities requiring little technologi­
cal know·how will go a long way to ~a tisly 
the nc~'d'i of the rural communities who aftcr all 
produce all the food and account for over 70 per 
ccnt of th~ country", fnreir:n c'(change ea min~<;. 

Agriculture 

Source transfers to the agrjcultural sector if the 
momentum gained is to be sustained. In thi s re· 
gard, a large pan of any savings should be used 
to increase the ~are of agriculture in budgetary 
appropriations particularly food crops. Consider­
ing the weighl of local food in the cost of living 
ndex. a ~gnificant increase in food production 

should be a major contribution on holding down 
the rate of inflation as well as prcs~res lor wage 
increasL--s. It is perhaps. pertinent to note here 
thal only simple inputs such as cutlasse.s. hoe'!. 
axes, chainsaws. rural credit and extension ~i:! r· 

vicas are required. These do not have e~en to be 
at subsidised prices. What is important IS regula­
rity o( supply. This should be supported by an 
active programme of improvement in rur~l tr~~~ 
portation • fecdcr roads and ~ort chaSlhs f'~ 

. ks hieh wlll cart 1 . e 0 clearance diesel true w Lat"'r 
al to the urban areas. "" 

from the rur areas facilities such a~ 
when resource<; permit. welfa.re. n be built. 
rural water supplies and tlinICS ca 

Conclusion 

1\11 I have toed to do in t hi.,. addres~ i\ to 10010.. 
ahead. Now that we have diagnosed our ills 
and 3re working out a solution to them. all. T 
have done is to pinpoint some of th;; bad hablt-. 
which led to the disease in the fir\t plac:. I am 
bound to conclude tberefore that if alter suc­
cessfully attacking the disease we then revert to 
our bad habits i.e rapid expansion in Gove~. 
ment expenditures large budget deficits rapid 
monetary expansion low savings and investmen t 
neglect of agriculture and the rural economy we 

should not blame the solution but rather our 

Ufo styl". 

Law 
f1nall}. a major condition for \ustalOcd ecOno­

mic gro .... th will rest on improvement in at!Ticul. 
'ural OtltP'lt. In (lh,·na ..... ..:- ha\e had to .... sp.:nd 
.,uh .. tantial amnunh of fordgn ~xcham!'e to Im-
r1lrt larg~ am') Unb. 01' ricc. wheat and n~a.ize Yet THE KWAKYE CASE : A Comment 
..... haH' Ih~ potent'al for ~.:Jf-"ufhcicnc .. In rice By 
and maile - Kwame Frimpong 

Bet .... c~n Iq75 and Iq79 the agriculture \.xto r AT long last the Supreme Cou~ has spoken on the 
f(~"rd.:d an a\erag~ growth rate of on ly O:! p.-:r- Transitional Provisions of the 1979 Constitution 
C\'nt. In IQ79 agriculture. fi .. hing and, (orest r", <:nd the fate of the AFRC convicts. This was in its 
accounted lor ('I''"er 60 per c.;nt o( the Grose; 00- decision handed down on Wednesday, November 
mesttic Product and yet oclween the fie;cal year 11, 1981 in ~he Kwakye case. Th~ majority opinion 
IQ70/71 and 1971 '72 accounttd for only 6.4 per concluded that the Courts of Ghana are powerless 
ent of total budg.;:tary expenditure. Although as far as the fate of ~he AFRC convicts is 
this percentage increa"~ to 10.8 per cent bet- concerned . 

.,'cen 11)78179 and 197Q '80. it is still significantly There are many who expected such an outcome 
low compared with the 15.3 p.:-r cent f('lf instance and welcome it. There are others who are dis. 
f('lf general admini'i.1ratlon. 20.9 per cent for rou- appointed Th iS writer identifies With the laner, 

debt i . ,;;;hei-L--I 
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Article 217 of the Main ConSCltution for its ruling. 

Section 15(2) reads: 
"For the avoidance of doubt it IS hereby de­
clared that no executive, leglslatitve or judi­

CIal action taken or purported to have been 
taken by the Armed Forces Revolutionary 
Council shall be quest ioned In any proceed­
Ings whatsoever. and, accordmgly it shall not 

be lawful for any Court or other tribunal to 
make any order or grant any remedy or relief 
In respect of any such act" 

Article 217 also prOVides: 
"The transitional proviSions specified In the 

First Schedule to thiS Constitution shall have 

effect notwlthstandmg anything to the con­
trary contained In thiS Constitution 

The primary task before the court was the exer· 
clse of Its judicial functions of statutory interpre. 

tat ion whICh IS pan: of the major judICial power 
conferred on the jud,ciary by the Constitution. 

Art,cle I H( I ) 
"The judICial power of Ghana shall be vested 
t~ the Judiciary of which the Chief Justice shall 

be the Head; and accordingly no organ or 
agency of the executive or the legislature shall 

be given any final judicial power" 
Ar~lcle 1 IS( 1 }(a) specifIcally Imposes the Inter· 

~er.atlon of the Constitution on the Supreme 
Court 

"The Supreme COUrt shall. except as other. 
Wise prOVided In Article 3S of thiS Consmu­

tlon. have original jurisdiction. to the exclu­
sion of all other courts. In all matters relating 
,0 the enfo~cement of any proviSion of thiS 

. .. 
constitution. 

Accordingly the Supreme Court in dealing With 
Kwakye's case was acting Within Its constitutional 
boundules The relevant Question, however. is 
whether I~ discharged its functIons satlsfactonly 

S.atutory Interpretation 

rldlCI,,1 function of a s:atutory Interpretation IS 
~ h' -hly -')mp1ex duty which reqUIres tact and 

(ltllgence Any approach without due caution may 
result In absurdities There .He established rules 

which guide Judges in the exercise of thiS Impor­
tant function The one most frequently used and 
appuently relted on by the majority opinion. is 
I"'e literal or the plain mean ing rule . ThiS Simply 
means that once the words of a Statu e are plain 
and unambiguous then tho! Jildge mL'~t do norlll('!t: 

but accord It Its pl.llln meanmg 
Unduly s.rict adherence to thiS rule could how-

"ver le:ad to the absurd We shall illus-

trate thiS po' n t by two CaS e s In 
Wh; •• 'e , Chappell (1868) L R 4 Q B. 147. an 

impersonate another person in voting. The accused 
in the case was charged with the Impersonation of 

a dead man. By adopting the plam meamn2 rule 

the accused could not be guilty because a dead 
man is not a person, A second case involved a 

Balognian law which made it an offence for one 

to draw blood in the streets. The question arose 
whether a surgeon who opened the vein of a per­
son who had fallen in the street in a fit had 

broken the law. 

It should be obvious t~at an unqualifIed reliance 
on the plain meaning rule would have meant the 

acquittal of the accused in the Whitely case and 

the conviction of the second accused in the 
Balognian case. Any such conclus ion would have 

defeated the purpose of the enactment. ThiS thus 

bnngs us to the most important consideration in 
the exercise of the judicial function of Interpreta· 

tion, whICh IS the identification of the purpose of 
the enactment m question In the Whiteley case 

the purpose or the evil that the law sought [0 eli· 
mlnate was the question of double vo;;ing or the 

prevention of the unqualified person from voting. 

So when the accused used the name of 'the dead 
per~on to vote he was either voting twice or vot­
Ing while he did not qualify to do so, Similarly. 
the Botognlan law wanted to prevent the spilling 

of blood in the streets-killing or injuring people 
in the streets. It did not seek to prevent the draw­

Ing of blood in the streets to save life 
The lesson to be drawn from the two cases is 

tha: the plain meaning rule cannot yield the 
deSired result unless used In conjunction with 

some:hing else. most preferably the purpose of 
the statute In question. For every statute should be 

seen as a purposeful piece of work handed down 
by rational human beings. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF TRANSITIONAL 
PROVISIONS 

How do we relate these examples to the 
case before us ~ If we are to go by the strict IOter· 
pre~atlon of Setlon 15(2) then the Supreme Court 

was precluded from entertaining Kwakye's case. 
The words "no .ac tlon . ,shall be quest ioned In 

any proceedings whatsoever ... speak for them­

seves If the Supreme Court found It exped ient to 
act unconsCltut:onally to begin with then It could 
have gone further to delve into the case. If the 

Court had conSidered the very purpose of Section 
15(1), ItS work would have been lighter For Sec­
tion IS(2) and Slmll)r sect Ions of the Tr;oosltlon;!,1 

PrOVISions sought merely to ensure that all those 
who had been duly conVICted by the AFRC cou rts 
we:'"e nOt la.er freed on the basis of ··technlCali. 

•• II wltneues 
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to tne fact tn.at Krobo Edusel's assets were return­
ed to nlm by tne Acheampong regime. The Transi_ 
tional Provisions wanted 00 ensure th.at no such 
repetitions occurred . Given th.at a person had 
been duly conVIcted a court: was not empowered 
to re-open the case . 

The desire to protect the achievements of the 
AFRC courts does nOt however mean that access 
to the courts IS denied to those who claim not to 
have been tried Accordtngly a distinction could 
be made between (i) those against wnom "execu­
tive . legislative or Judicial action" had been taken, 
(II) tnose against whom sucn action is purpored 
to have been taken and (iii) those who alleged 
that no action real or purported had been taken 
3galnst chem . 

Section 15(2) includes phrases such as "action 
taken" ; "action purported to nave been taken" 
and " in respect of any such act." 

Those phrases raise both question of law and 
question of fact. But me qUe"Stlon of law is inappli_ 
cable and inoperative until the question of fact 
has been established.Has an action real or purpor. 
ted been taken? This is a question of fact which 
a court has to determine . This was Simply the issue 
In the Kwakye case. 

The Court unanimously felt that Kwakye was 
not tried. So why was the reief that he sought not 
gIven) One school of thought holds that the 
Court's inability to grant Kwakye his relief was 
based to a great extent. on the wording of Sec­
tion 15(3) of the TranSitional Provisions which 
precludes the Court from granting relief even if 
certain laid down procedures are not. followed in 
respect of the judicial. executive or legislative 
actIon . But surey. a discinction should be drawn 
between failure to observe certain procedures in 
the (ourse of one's action and failure to act. The 
former deals with tne non-compliance with proce­
dural matters even though some form of action 
has been taken . The common example will be a 
siruatlon where the ,ules of natural justice have 
not been complied With . Apparently It is this kind 
of situation that Section 15(3) covers. It does not 
appear to cover the situation where no action 
legislative, executive or judICial has been taken at 
all. 

This writer was the Chairman of the Committee 
that recently probed the Ghar\d Prisons and he 
had the privilege of meeting most of the AFRC 
convicts . He was struck by their common com­
plaint : the fact that they had not been tried. IA 
the event the Committee had to recommend that 
the AFRC convicts should be given the opporru­
nity to appeal to the regular courts even though 
the matter was not within our terms of reference 

OPPORTUNITY MISSED 

In deciding whether Kwakye was tried or not 
the court would not have been defeatmg the pur­
pose of Section 15 but merely ensuring that the 
section was given Its true effect. Most Ghanaians 
are agreed chat any person properly a-ied and 
conVICted by the AFRC deservc!lo conviction. We 
have all been witnesses to the corruptIon that 
almost destroyed our economy, We rejoiced at 
some of the measures applied by the AFRC. Most 
of us at" that time reJoICed one way or the other 
because we 5aw their action as a direct revolt 
against the established court system which fre­
quently favours the wealthy . That. however, 
should noe mean that we should endorse any 
action thar smacks of plain injustice--the very evil 
that the AFRC sought to remedy. A cleare-st exam_ 
ple of plain injustICe is where the facts establish 
beyond reasonable doubt that a person was not 
tried. If the person was not tnee! t"tn how could 
tnere have been a convictIon' If the Supreme 
Court IS saying that It IS powe"less to act in a case 
of this nature, then it IS, in ef iect, giving legality 
to naked cases of injustice. To some extent the 
Court IS saying the end juslfies the means and the 
following quotation from the noble words of 
Justrice Brandeis in Olmstead v Untd c"ltf~'I, (277 
U.s. -438) could not be a more appropn .. e warn-
109: 

"Decency. security. and liberty alike demand 
that governmental officials shall be subjected 
to the same rules of conduct that are com­
mands to the ciUizen In a government of 
laws. existence of the government will be 
imperilled If it ftils to observe the law scrupu­
lously Our Government is the potent. the 
omnipresent tea.cher. For good or for ill. it 

teaches the whole people by its example. 

Crime is contagiOUS. If the government be­

comes a law-breaker it breeds contempt for 

the law; it inVites every man to become a law 

unto himself; It invites anarchy. To declare 

that In the adminisration of the criminal law 

the end justifies the means-to declare that 

the government may commIt crimes in order 

to secure the conviction of a private criminal 

would bring terrible retribution. Against that 

pernicious doctrine this court should resolu­

tely set its face." 

Fortunately, by Article Ilk(3) the Supreme 

Court is not bound by Its previous decisions. 
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peace of n 
when you travel 
00 you Iravel alleast once a year? 
Do you know that an accident can render you 
seriously ,nlured. or maimed or even dead? 
What protection do you have tor yourself and your 
dependants against such a fisk? 
SICs PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
guarantees your peace of mtnd whenever you travel 
The SIC PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE " 
deSigned to compensate tl'avelli"g pol iCY holders 
'or Inlunes arising tro m all forms 01 aCCi dents 
It also carnes a death benefit whic h may be paid 
to the poll( ho lder v lcllm s dependants or 
nominees 

Con tac t any of our age nts or pust the 
coupo n on thiS page to your nearest SIC 
o ffi c e and the f lnpr deta ils o f IhlS 
pobcy Will be unfolded for your ben fOf t 
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THE TR.\NSITIONAl PROVISIONS - ITS 
SIGNIFICANCE IN GHANA TODAY 

Bl 
Kwamena Ahwoi 

It ha .. bel.:om.:: cu~.tomar) for me. whenever I 
have ~poken on the Tram.ltional Pn.wbions to 
make thh little dedication. I dedicate my con­
tribution to all lho"e Ghanaian .... who died in the 
coun.e of making a prinCipled stand not jUM 
against military adventurht". aldoo aDd abetted 
b" the r chilian stooge... but also again"t the 
e~ceplil~nal1} Incompetent admlnh.lration\ that 
we had c_t .... ecn 1<)74 and ]Q7Q, It h dedicated 

to all the hard-working people of lhi!, country 
who were, and are ... tlll, being forced to fix thb 
coulllry bxause hard work did not. and doc ... 
not count any more, and who arc nov. 
b~ing chided a ... 'unpatriotic' and 'cowardl) '. It 
is dedicated to al1 the babic~ who died because 
baby food was being retailed in polythene bags 
in Makola market and the 'Eighteen' thus be· 
coming contaminal;!d. whib.t the foreign exchan_ 
ge earned by the farmer!- and workers of thi, 
countr) wa ... be'n£. "'l,uander.:d on the late ... t mn­
deh of automobIle .... It i,. now being u~ to im· 
port 504 car!- for VfP ... and Mer~des Ben'e~ for 
Silv.::r Jubilee celebrations. It i" dedicated to all 
tho\e ·'m.ignificant" soldier ... who died on Jun..: 
4, IQ79, and who'>C memories arc being de'1!Cra· 
Cd b\ th;: backla ... h of reaction which seems to 
... ugge ... t that they are the vitlaim, rather than the 
heroes of the politico-economic trag.:dy that 
was cnacted on th..: Ghanaian national stage bet­
ween lQ74·IQ79. Finally, it is d.:dicated to the 
triumph of constitutionalism over the 'rule of 
the bayonet' 

But what com:titulionali\lll'} Some of the peo­
ple to whom this addr.J\s I... d .... dicated went to 
their £raves, hoping that the popular action of 
.!lIne 4 had ... aid 'N~ver Agaif"" to the :,ystem 
th 1. l June", was a reaction to. Unfortunately. 
the cry now i ... ·N..:ver Again' to June 4 

But wh\' i~ June 4 ';0 important to a d,...cu ... · 
... ion of the Tran .. itional Pro\,j.Jons? The an ... wer 
h. that the Tran ... itional Provisions, e:,pecially 
tl"!' contrn\.er\ial one--., are a baby of June 4. 
1n order. 'here-fore. to a ... -.c~ ... s the ~ignificanc: of 
the Trano;;itional Pmvi..Jons In Ghana !oday. we 
mu~t try to remi nd ourselve<.;. becau".~ W~ tend 
to ha"'e very ~hort memorie .... of the circum~tan· 
C'';!'" which led to the ..:-stabli,hment of the AFRC' 

OBSERVER 

and the form the Transitional 
Bef_ J_ 4 

The &\-'1k!ral malaise in which 
ihelf on the eve of Junl!. 4 can ....... 
aCl.:urately recollected. A group of 
had overthrown a fr Jel.y elected 
in IQ7:! and perpetrated its:lf in 
year ... had ~uccecdcd In ~;o diViding 
~ing the COuntry that father was 
\{)n In the proce~. the economy had 
tm~ed t:eyond recognition: ",ta,g 
~ven 1:..: too mild a word to moe 
lion. 

Obvi()u\ manle~tation of 
miqu;.; had led to a deep..:ning 
<;chi\m and dang~rou\ class 
(>(1pulation watched helpless whilst 
and their cronic:.. who did not have. 
when they intruded on to the political 
constitutionally amas",,--d wealth on a 
\hocked even the 1110-.t ardent ~11evers III 
priator)-- and expropria tory capitaUsm. 

~!an",hi1e. :hey had ~ut:ceeded in ~:I 
Comtitul!nt As\embly to in!o.ert cla~ of 
nlty in the Draft Constirution which ... "', .. , 
vent any question ... being a'.ked about 
ri('d of enforced ~tewardship. 

Thi ... then was Ghana before IQ79; a 

...it:k counrty to b.: launched on to the 
of a democratic experiment ba\ed on a 
tinn which would prevent calling to a .... ... 
people ",ho intruded on th~ natlonal .... ... 
ruled \0 dba\trou ... ly. Wa .. it, however, ... nl' • 
alone who were a failur.: and a disaster? 

Long before Juno! -t ihclf. there _ d 0_ 
<;,igm of ill\titutional breakdown of the .... w­
c:mcnt and other agencie .... e ... rx-c~ally .. 
and the Judiciar\' . The fact that the-. 
tion~ were hclpl~\... whilst the NRC,ISIIC 
wa\ going on wa ... an admt... .... ion of 
the power of the e::,tabli\hed in ... titutionl 
the e\ce~~~·.\ of tho~ Governmenh. 
the calamitous trend that the\' had 
up<ln. For cl(ample. Ht· e'{cess 
in the ')SLem by the over-printing of 
was done In flagrant violation of the 
Ghana Act. IQ63 (a5 amend_xll. yet fa 

altcmpt.:::d tn chaHcnge thh action in 
The proliferation of Commissions 

with their finding.; was an admi~ 
legislature and th_' judiciary that the 

law accu~atorial \y .. tem which o~~~ 
Court\ wa'. not working in our 
cum\tanccs. No less a person than the 
tice him~.:lf conceded 1n an add reM 
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\ercd at the Annual Conference of th'c Ghana 
Bar Association in Sekondi- fakoradi in 1979 
that .. th~ e~\Cnt1al difference between the ac­
cusatonal and inquhitonal ~.y~tcms is apparent 
(mm their name >.; - o ne i<; a trial of strength and 
thc other is an inquiry. 

The que'ilion in the firM i -:: Ar:. the ~h ouldc:rs 

of the party on whom I ~ laid the burden of proof 
~(rong enough to carry and drM;harge it ? Tn the 

~ccond. the qu..:stlon i s What i '; the truth of the 
mattcr. I perM)nally feel that the inquisitorial 
has a 'ii rongedge over the accusation ... In 1964. 
We prsscd in thi .. country, an Act which <>eelo. to 
m 'rge to .,ome exlent the two "lystems - the Cor­
rupt Practices (Prevention) Act. 1964. Act 230 

had it been used o ftcn.:!r. the incidents of cor­
ruption whkh wer..: allegedly unearthed at the 
recent tr ia ls by the People's Court would have 
been mlnimal and there would. in my opinion. ' 
havJ been no need to establic-,h a Special Tri­
bunal oulsid.::. our known and familiar judicial 
~t-up to ddl with corrupt practices" 
These were very frank and 'iCriou~ admi,.<Jons 
b) lhc Chid Ju ~t icc. He was admitting that : 

(i) Our trial \y.,t,:, m i ~ nC't a;ml..xI at finding 
Ihe truth c1 the matter; 

fiD The opportunity ofr~,.c:d by Act 230 to U!.e 

an alternaove procedure which wa>.; more 
IikelV to get at the Iruth wa') not wken 
up . 

(id) Hence !he n~.::d for e,tablishmen t or the 
SpccJal Trrbunal 

And then t he law Ihelf The la .... wa\ u~ 
tn cr.:!ate "0 much lawle!!..\ne~, t haI in the end 
it kt~t whate\oer claim to fideJit\ it m!l\ have 
h'd When thug .. went to tx:at up -a group'of rc.,­
p..."'Ctablc GhanaJan,. Including the incu m!Yen t 
Vice President. v. ho had met to d iscus.. ... affair!) 
or ... tate. a law. the Union Governmcn1 (Civil 
Proc~'Cd ' n g>.;) Dccre-e-. 1977. S>\.I(' n9. wa., pa~\~d 
ttl make It Impossible tn lnill-fte civil act jon 
~J[e:a in ... t them S. I C!l nf tha t Dec~ _ law 
tate:ll 

··No t:ourt ... hall cnlertan an~ chit pro, 
cceding~ or action what~oever 'H!a lO'.t am - " matter. <lfl-.ing out of or in connec-
ti on With th.: ... ) mpooilum. lecture 
o r rall ~ held on 12th da\ of October. 
1977. at the Accra Commun.t\ ('en tr.:. 

-In r,:-1ati,'O to the propoo..11 ~f Union 
Go\.'ernment (or Ghana o r any mailer 
connccr-.:d therewith." 

o\lld S :! continued 

immediately before t~ publication cf 
thh Decree In the Gazette shall abate ." 

When people were detained witho ut charge 
and without trial fo r committinf,. no other offence 
than not believing in Union Government, Pre· 
venU \oe Detention Decree were passed with 
retro .. pective effect to validate their detentions. 

June 4 

The o ffshoot of all tl:wse abberation~ In the 
~y~b;:m wa~ the explosion that occurred on June 
4. 1979 , The coup-makers reasoned that nor­
mal procedures having failed to give adequate 

protect ion to the body po litic against marauder~ .. 
rather ~p_'Clal measures were called for And 
having dt£ided to hand over power to the elec­
ted government aftl;r only fo ur mo nths. the 
AFRC wa ., at o nce faced with the problem of 
how action~ and decision. ... taken outside th.: 
fram ;!work o f the known legal proceSSes were 
going 10 be protected . and also how their unfi­
nished bus inc"S of house-cleaning was to be car­
ried o n Lawyer. . judges. and the AFR(, and 
In-coming PNP Administration. and the JOIn( 
Planning Commis~.ion. put their heads togeth:r 
and after ~riou s deliberatio ns. shou ted In uni­
son. 'Eureka'! 

What had they found? Ouster Clau't.li - Tran­
\IOonal Pro"hhon - c1a u\Cs that would make it 
impov,ible fo r the e .. tabli.!.hed rules to be used to 
chang: thill~ that those ~lf-same rulcs had 
found impo.,.,iblc to prevent in t he first place. 

Lately. a "'e r) ~trange argument has oo:n 
going on ... pearheaded by the 'Daily GraphIC' in 
11\ ed,t0ria l co lumns. thaL ' transitional' i ~. syno­
n)n10U' with 'tra nsient' or 'tran~to ry'. which 
man .. 'of '.'lOn duration'. and to the extent that 
the Transitional Provisions have as\um~d an 
apJ)Carance of pe rmanence. they arc linguisti­
ca lly mer_gant, For example. in il~; 'editoria l of 
No .. ember II. 1981. the 'Daily Graphic' wrote 
G "Obdously. the word 'transit ionar cannot 
be 'itrctch'ed to mean anything. but 'tran.,itional'. 
'passing', 'transitory'. and We bdieve it i~. for the 
Supreme Court to make a definite ruling on how 
tran~it;onal the Tramltlonal P rovhiono; ar~" 

But thl' argument h palpably fal ... .:! 
All that 'TransitJonal Provhions' m.:an, i .. that 
~ a part of arran~ments (or pa'"~ing thc rein' 
or Go\crnment from one group of pcr~on\ ttl 
anl)(her. these pro\.ision<; should b.: nb .en'cd 
Oni; .. uch arrang;:ment is that certain action ... of 

not (0 
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<\ny other Interpretation of Transluonal Pro­
\ 1~lom; will make somc of tb.! pro .... lsion~ con­
tained meaningle".,_ For example S, 18 (I) of tb.; 
Tramitional Pro"hiom. abrogate the )()69 Con­
~t.tulion. and S.18 (2) repeah the AFRC (Esta­
blishm.:.ntl Proclamation. The proponents of 
tho! 'tran..Jtional.tramJlllry" argument therefore 
~ecm 10 be saying that after a certain number of 
y.l3rs. the 1969 Constitution will be re"ived. and 
the AFRC re!)urrecled by reactivation (If the 
Proclamation which legally brought it mto 
b;:mg. The truth. howev.lr. i.... that those provi­

.. inn-. ar~ meant to be permanent. 

The Transional ProvhJons themselves are not 

ali in controversy. They may very broadly be ca­
tegori..oo into three: 

(a) :v1allers relating to a smooth bandovcr. 

and 

Ss I <>. 
(bl \1atterS r~lattng to offi.,;.es,. appoilnlmcnU.j 

and sU~lon to property, $3. 7 - 14. 
c) Indem.nitie~. immunities and the purgl"S 

uerci!;C. S\ 15 III 
h is only in relation to ~ ti:urd catc..-gory 

tbat there is controversy. And the argument ii 
that Illese clause,. espocially S, IS (2). 15 131. 
and 15 (4), by barring review of AFRC actions. 
amount to an infringement of fundamental hu· 
man nghb. Thh argument. hCl .... "e\Cr. proceeds. 
as 1 have argued els~here. on the une:umined 
assumption that the !;Ole purpose of a Constitu­
tion b the protection rt a pre-conct'IVed set of 
"Individual liberties", that these are ab~lutl! 

hbertias, and that any infringement thereof ren­
d·ers the Infringing proviSions null and void 

But a Constitution is also a political docu_ 

a 

At SHe we dIScovered that honourable traditions 
are built not with time but with commitment. -So we are already building - no, maintaining 
a tradition of service. And that IS as it should be. 

For we are commited to serving you. Absolutely 

BANK FOR HoUSIN6 & CONSTRUCTION 

Mobil House . . 
P.O. Box M 1 A"fl Tel: 18143/8 

-
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meal. whICh b supposed '" "" rookd In !be po. 
Utical &ad social. as well as I"" hisklrical expe· 
rience of the society it seeks to serva. The Ghana· 
ian ""perlenee of 1979 was 0.., or economic de· 
prlvadon and str&ngu1alloo by a .mall class of 
unproduct,ve. greedy bandits who plunderod the 
State shamelessly. The 1979 ('on.titution. In its 
orginal dratt. t!of. simply a document which would 
seem to have been drafted for a stable. democra­
tic utopa. economically \-iable and socially al 

peace. But thiS, of cause, was far from the truth. 
The additions to the orignana1 drah sought to 
beer on the futute conduct of affairs of state. And 
It certainly was not the fint timt: that a post­
indepence ConsltutioD wa!!. reacting to tbe hiSlO­
ncal experlence of lire country. The 1969 Con· 
stitution. !acod with the experknce of !he CPP 
administration, in3erted clausc~ against onc­
party rule as a "Jpecific rMction to ORe-party 
system of the CPP Without any democratic "ex­
pression of ll~ chOtce. Ghanaian~ were debarred 
from dedsing whether or not th'cir represellta­
ttv~ In ParUamem should legislate for a ooc­
party state for them The same Constitution \a­
lidated the dLsquaUfication of certam CPP mem­
ber ... \Orne of whom. like Mr. C K Tcdam. had 
been exonerated by Committee .. of Tnqulr). thu '\ 
indicating a rejection (lof the politIcal .. y .. tem In 

which these indIviduals partiCipated. 
One looked in vaJn for a "'imilar (cactlon to 

Nons ON CONTRmUTORS 

Kwamena Ahwoi: 

Lecturer. Faculty of ·Law. 
Legon. 

A E. K. Ashiabor: 
Governor. BJnk of Ghana 

"wame Frimpong: 

Lecturer. Faculty of La\\.. 

Legon. 

I Ihe econonlJc and political nightmare that this 
nation went through betwco:n 1974·1979 in \be 
original draft of the J 979 Coostilution. Then: 1> 
none. 'fhe.re is thus underscored an impotence to 
deal. within the limits of constitutionality, with 
the problem of the cheats and their cronies, and 
therefore a tacit acceptance thai extra-legal and 
extra-coru.t1tutional methods were needed to deal 
with thorn . It was therefore inevitable aft« 24th 
September. 1979, that what had been accom­
pU~hed by extra.lcgal mean~ would bit protected 
withm the ConstitutIon. Hence the ouster-clauses 
of the Transitional Provision~. 

The K ... kye C .... 

This brings me to the outcry oVer the dec~ion 
in the case of Kwak)e v. A.G . I for one am not 
not surprised at the decision. thinking. L"i T do, 
that any other decision woukJ have amounted to 
a s ubver~ion of the Constitution. Jurisprudence, 
otberwi'-e referred to as legal philosophy. draws 
a 'iharp distinction between law a~ it is, or posi­
tlYe law. and the law a~ It ought to be. S.15 (2) 
of the Transitional Provisions is clear. Put in 
term .. of a particular type of legal positivi~m , it 
~a\~: "j,t 'a· I~. then 'b' ought to be". i.e. "if a 
thIng b found to be a judIcial action or a purpor­
ted judicial action of the AFRC. then the Courts 
ought not to touch it". The majority of the 
Supreme Court found it establt~hed that there 
wa\ a purported action nf the AFRC (i.e a pur­
ported trial of Kwak;Io!). and therefore the conse­
quence (the Courts ought not touch that action) 
wa, automatically triggered off 

That attitude h different from the other judi­
CIal attltud\! that ~uggC<,:h that e\-en if the law 
.. a) .. 'a' and we dhagree. we mu ... t be able to say 
that th~ law ought to be 'b' Thal attitude may be 
~ubjectl\ely d"e~rable to u~. e\pccially if we arC 
ad\o'er-.ely alTected by a particular posilhe law. or 
if it (,)fIends our <;,ubjecthe conceptions of ju"Uc:c1 
and morallt) But it.. attendant danger 
that it then enable<. the judge to look at evcry 
other provision 01 the Constitution and pro­
nounce it acceptable or unacceptable. and rendeli 
judgment accordtngl; . Tn thh way. the 
"Mlbstitute .. hIS 0\\n subjective conceptions 
\\hat the ConstItution ought to be 
what Ihe Constitution doc ... provide 

For example. a judgc who bell\!ve:o. in 'oeia" ~ 
..ed ownerJUp of property, would then hold 
prm isicm .. of Articl~ 24 and 25 relating to 
protection of pnvatc propert) to be un.:on"bILul 
tional Seen in thh light. therefore. the 

or a 
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/. 
ed trial of the AFRC com.l!o. pales into in.signi­
ficance. In any case, there wa::. no attempt by 
the AFRe to coVer up the (act that it wa!:o 
not u!o. ing known judicial processe!o.. AFRCD 3, 
which <:oet up lhe Special Court' wa!o. lImIted to 

3 
(a) You mu!:>t be a Ghanaian. 
(b) You must be an adult 
(c) You mu,t undcr::.tand English. 

That was a clear rejection of Courts as we 
understand them. The Special Court.,.; were an 
attempt at selting up an alternative kgal form 
ll' the regular court \y\lcm. and it wa, n~ver 
intended that their acthitie, be made review­
able by tbe regular Court !:o)\tem which was 
being rejected thereby. 

Altemative form\ of legal.ty arhc ony in !:oi­
tuations of cri')is. when the ed'iting law forms 
are ~n to be <.,0 patently indaequate that they 
can no longer be tolerated 
Th\! June "' action imoh·-ro p.!ople who did 
not re~ard the rcgular court syMem a') onc 
\',"h l::, could prolocl their mtcresh. The peop'( 
wu'd ident.f~ ""ith them in this rC'f>Cct if non-z 

other 
J hu\ the ground .... a... laid . by vIr­

tue of the hhtory of legal proces')es in this coun­
try. for the reception of alternative legal institu­
tion'\. a popular revolutionary legality and legal 
form which the People· .... Court, represenkd 

Oust!;!r ClalL\C'i 

\0 what i ... the "'Ignificanc\! of the Ou ... ter Clau· 
se... today? Surely it lie!', not in th~ fact that 
!i(lme people are 10 jail it lie-. in the larger prin­
Ciple, of upholding the Con,titution. rc,pecting 
promiscs gl ... ·en to m.litary rebeh h' CClntmue a 
proc~ inItiated b~ them and in the e\en larger 
puqlo ... lve end (If ddcrrencc b~ example. 

r ha\e alread~ argued that.f in the face ("If 
thl! clear word, of S.I) of the Tran,.u("Inai Pro­
vision'. the Supreme Court had a~,umed iuri~.­
diction t(l fC\iew h.wakye· ... ca ... e. nothing could 
have stopJX~ them from ~b ... tIluting their (I\\-n 
subjecUve conttption .. (If what the C(lnstitution 
ought to contain for what it doc\ contain. if any 
other provision in the Con,litution wer.:: to be in 
dispute. By their d·ec1oi:ion. therefC'tfe. they upheld 

the ("on'ititution. 

T have al-..o argued that it i ... p<'Ilitically exp.:­
dient and pragmatic to abidc by promiSC\ that 
\\cre gl,,·en to the outgoing AFRC admi­
n .... trat1on 13ut t~ third point T have not "p<'kcn 
alx,ut 

n in \Ve-..t Berlin 

today, there is a solitary octogenarian prisoner 
there. He is the sole inmate of that prison. He i::t 
guarded da} and night by American. Britbh. 
Ff"ench and Russian troop~. He has been there for 
aboul 40 year~. He b ncar death. His name )s 

Rudolf He~~. He used to be Hitter'::. Depu.ty. He 
Red Germany m the middle of the Second World 
War and attempted to negotiate a unilateral 
peace with Bntain. After the War. he was jail­
ed. He i,. thef"c not because the war-time allies 
enjoy hi !:o being there. HI! b. th·cre. because he 
helps them remember. His preSence there 
remind\) them of the abomination that Nazi. Ger_ 

many rcpf"c-.ented . 

For c ... eryonc who ha~ fond memorie, of 
Achcampong there are many who recall babies 
dying becau!'>e doctor... went on stflke pro­
testlflg the continuing pre~.ence In government of 
th;: military and. to be tri ... ial, who recall girl­
fricnds and wives taken away by the soldier­
lover-boy::. of the day. Such people cannot con­
ceIve of human rights in terms GOlely of what is 
alleged tn ha ... e been denied the AFRC convicts. 
Thc) cnnceive (If human fights aho in terms 
of what wa... denied people at the time 
when the pf"c\ent convicts ""ere on top the world. 
Vengeance. after all has not entirely been ex­
punged from mankind's penal vocabulary. d'cs­
pite all that Je-.us Chri..-t came to sa~ about 
turning the other cheek. 1n any caS'e. the tradi­
tional legal prcx:ev.; itself daily puni<;hes inno­
ccnt.~ Court<.:. llf co-ordinate jurisdiction dis­
agree. dechion ... are re\'er ... ed. and the high'cSt 
court (If the land " put there simply to put an 
end to litlgati(ln. and not becau".e of any inhe­
rent corrcctne ...... in it ... doclsions. 

But it i ... ..aid that there i, another side to ever) 
'tory I\nd .t i, this other \ide \0 the problem of 
the Ou<;ter Clau~.e ... that wOTTie... me great deal 
Tt I" a worry that ar1~... from tbe Ghanaian 
s.tuation tcxla~ n deterrence by example is to 
make <;;.en ..... c then it must be "een to be attainin!: 
'lome objective .'\nd ... uch an objective would be 
-..::en tn e~ist .f the end ... that the AFRC ... ought 
to altain are the <..arne ends that the pres­
ent admmistratll:m ,eek" to achieve today. 

Some of the.:e objccti .... c~ are spelt out in S 16 
of the Tran ... ti(lnal Provisions. viz' 
''To purge the .'\nncd Fnrce ... of c('lrruption and 
graft and \(-. restore the image of the military 
and to deal with the accomplices of tho;: .'\rmcd 
Foce-. and other pcr'iOn" guilty of malpractice, 
to the detriment ('If the ccllflomy (If Ghana or 
the public intefe,t:' 

other.... are ... pelt out in the Decree \\-hich "et 
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up the Special Courts: .. to institut'e criminal 
proceedings against person~ who have committed 
certain fraudulent acts against the state; and 
also persons who have generally contributed to 
economic hardships and disorder in the country." 

It was in order to attain these objectives that 
certain novel offences were created under the 
Special Courts Decree. 

The continued incarceration of the AFRC 

slate and part)' should be made a lot more de.;!.r, Similarly 
pubhc officers should be the first 10 see that dose IdentifL 
cation of theIr offices With political p;lrtie~ 1:<' hardh tn t!1e 
best Interest of {he office, 

Hou'\C '0. 65 Int~in Street 
Cape CO;ISt. 

lorh ·\nnher5.ln or F.D,C. 

\f. Aboramp:l 

The Food DJ~lnbu!lOll Corporation should be congratu· 
convicts and the confiscation of their strangely- \;lIed for havmg sUr\'I\l!d thiS tong. but whose idca ..... as It 

acquired property will only make sense if the Ihat as pari of the publicIty on Slirvivallhe Chairman of the 
objectives which were supposed to be {urth"ereel Board of Dlre.:tors should &0 on Television on Sunday 

thereby remain th'c objectives or the incumbent November 14. to urge Government 10 provJde more lIlputs 
for the Corporallon 'l Would II not have cosllhe CorporatIon 

administration. But of that there are grave .. much less If the Corporatlon's needs had simply been set on 
doubts. And while the doubts remain the call paper and delivered to the rebant MHlIstr)? And what 

for a Presidential pardon is probably worth- will becOme of our Sundays if every Chamnan of Board 
supporting, for is not June 4 a lost cause, after of DIrectors should take II Into his head 10 go on the aIr to 
all? ....-I'\U,. L..~ \~ ~ tw.. \-.nrJ.. tJ.\:.--tu."",-:"\-' inflict on us claIms of achievement and a catalogue of needs'! 

n'\t..,'t(\.H. -It.-A ~\\- (UAN~ .. J.~.~ ... L.:~ ... wu The Ghana Broadcasung CorporatIon was also taking un­
..,(J- \V> .Jl.-(. ~~ JfI.Je-'" ~J ,,~ .... arranted liberties 10 mtroduclng the broadcast b." the F D.C 

lJ tn.,.",) \oJ .. "C\ ..... l.."o..~ .:A..~oyU tf-t.. it~~11 IChairman as an address "\0 the nation". Is itthe sugtiesllO. 

L 
rll:.. oJ p-y...v--r- I u- .... ""'=l that anybody who has enough money to buy air space can etters 1\.t... lA-of\ i~ , address "the nation"? If there are no conventions on the 

_______ '_ I ~..,J, ... \-< "\ - . '\(,1\ . 
I •• ..,I. \ )""' ~ .... -r..,.,..t.. s-.,,,,,,""...j. maHer ..... c should begm to develop some. My suggestion 
~ i~ that onl~ the Pres.dent can addres~ the "natIOn'" 

T. 
\\h:lt Is 'Ir. ioi.\>\ak~e's Complaint! 

S,R Could someone explain to me the nature of the relief 
former IGP K ..... akyc sought from the Supreme Court? He 
could not have been asking tu be relc<lscd from prison. 

He has r.0I t'\ken Ull rcsid<·rce y,'t in spite of 
his con\ IClio". Or was he perhaps complaining thill 
he was not tried b)' the AFRC court before being convicted') 
Did he submit to the court then? What nonsense is this') 
A man invited to appeal' before a court to defend himself 
promptly bolts away and then turns round to complain of 
not having been given a fair trial. Somebody sl'ggested on 
television the other day thaI for certam Iypes of offences 
il should be made thc duty of the accmed 10 establish his 
innocence. Maybe .... c ~hould abo begin to inSist on the re­
verse of "habeas corpus", namely, that whoever seeks relief 
of any kind from the couf\~ mUSI produce hIS 1:-0.:1)' In court 
even if the case is to be conducted by counsel. Some of us 

would like to hear \"hate\cr complaints he has from for'11\ r 
I.G.P. K ..... a k~e's own ]jf1~. 

Communi!} 10 E. Koramoa 

Tellla. 

\tnue or p!lrt~ 'leElings 

s,,-Wh~ IS Il Ihal various \~mgs of the People's National 
Party are frequently meetmg at Peduase Lodge? Thc other 
day it was the ParlY'~ Council of Lawyers. lately It was 
the Sleering committee of the Party. And why do Ihe Mino' 
rit~ Partees ah\3YS hold their nation;J1 conventions al Legon? 
Why was it the Olan of Fitcult) of Agriculture. described 
as such, who preSided over Ihe election of offkers of the 
.\II peoples part~ ; t L.egon in August? And why dId the 
Vice-Chancellor of the LJnl\c~\ity of Ghana. descnbed as 
~uch. take the chaIr on Wcdnesda) :'\o\ember 18, 'When 
the Leader of the All Peoples ParI) spoke at Legon'l Was 
the meeting academec or pohtlcal" The separation betv.een 

Hou~e No. 50. [ssei Strcct, 
S. kondi. 

"Ghanaianism" 

Kobma Men~h 

SIR' With the current rilte of eXl'dliS or {he profcss:onals 
to the neighbouring cOlllllnes to wek as}'lum rrom Ghana', 
woeful economy, one Clmnot help but sa} Ihal the causc has 
becn the failure of our prede..:essors to mfuse a sense of pa­
triotism 111 us. We have to beglll gIving lessons on patrtotism 
10 alt Ollr institutions from the primary so:hoolto the Uni­
~it~ The lei>i>,m~ coult! be taught under :I. rte'W subject fea­
turtng the follOWing topics: 

Ii) What is Ghana'l 
(iil Who is a Ghanalan'l 
liii) What IS n GhanaIan to Ghana? 
lir} What arc Ihe dutic-s of a GhanaIan? 

(I') Wh;\l are thi! effects of dishoncsl)' and 
unfallhfuln(!t.s \0 Ghana. 

I f this my suggestion is accepted then I shall I.ke 10 suggest 
the name of the sut'oJCCt to be "Ghanalamsm" and would 
also old, ice thai I be consulted to Ihrow more lIght on it. 

Box 19. 
Achimo(;1 

Albert Joe PimpOng 

Politcncs!> 

SIR' Imaglile coming upon a couple of sweet "tnnocenls" 
at the main gate of the UniverSII) of Ghan;l, Could you 
po:<.<;it>ly refusc If <;weetness requests a ride down-town? 

A.dthen: 
A· Have )OU d0ne the horr>e-\\ork, my ~i~ter~ 
B· I haven't 0-0. 
A But \\hy? 
8-It's thiS be). He came last night a talked a-a-a. 

Me 100 I have (old him! ::::r: ~C! intere5:ed , .. 
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b'en If conversation were a lot more refined, It is still 
impolite to accept a ride and treat the person who offers 
the ride as some kind of hlrehng. Isn't there some course In 

the Unl'ler5ny of Ghana which would enable slUdents to 
appreciate that It IS rude to carry on private conversatJon 
when some- body has offered them a fide" Or are such les­
sons supposed to be taught at home~ 

15 Lo",-er Hill 
Leson 

The \\ 3} \\ e Spea~ 

Kohina Eg}-ir 

SIR-It has long become a fash ion among many Ghanaians 
to use English words or phrases to complete sentences in the 
loca\ languages. ThiS anomal} used to be geographically 
ISOlated to small areas where long contact with the whiteman 
made the inhabitants vulnerable, 

Descendants from these "Infected" areas may be pardoned ." 
if they cannot use the local words for sa} 'uncle', 'brother' , 
'aunt' or 'coW.ln' Indeed, thesc people need oursympa tbY 
not onl)' for the loss of then nch language hut also the 
loss of Indegenous famil) names. 

The recent trend of thiS misfortune IS rather alarmm.& 
My Illiterate cousmg surprised rne when 1 visited her at the 
market a few weeks ago. She could hardly complete one 
~ntence ,""Ithout an English word or phrase. Of course, 
~he IS not to be blamed If the poor woman is dally e,<posed 
to adulterated Ghanaian languages on radio and tclevlSion, 
To her 11 IS perhaps a s)'mbol of clvlllzalion and advancc_ 
ment If she could 011"1( a few English ,""ords "'-Ith her Akan 
like the literates do 

Perhaps the G Be could also e'plam why It has JOlncd 
thl ' war of C"l(temllnal10n of our nch language through 
programmes hke OSAFO DADZIE and the many diSCUS, 
lolon sc"SIOn,!>. 

PO 80,9098. 
.... otok.l Alrporl , 
Accra 

I\.obm.l Abrantle 

\ntiC'ipating '\udear \\:If 

Silt· I must ddmltto havmg been alarmed when I read MIS' 
Herc"ard 's leiter LO Vol. >"111 ~o. 12 on the risk of nuclear 
... .Ir dnd the ~tep .. lh.:lt the URlVCrslt) should take to nlltlgate 

the effe!;1\ of It PreViousl}" I had ;h\umed that nuclear war­
f;lre "".1\ nne harard from which "e "ere Immune in West 
Afnca b·en no". Il.:annOllar..ethe nsk. ~cnousll, as I cannot 
think of an\ poSSible cau~ or COnnl!;t between the ~uper­
powers that would lead th .... m to c\plode nudcar "'-capons 
IR thiS part of the "'orld Ij, MISS lIereward thinking of the 
faU-out effC\:t\ of .I nuck.lr e\ploslon In Europe, or the 
Mlddlo last-the mOM hkel) place' for ~uch an e\entu.lht)''' 
If so, surcl) In \\-'C'~t Afnl.:a the cffcctlo would t>c compara­
tlH:ly sl .. ht If ""hole populallons whKh .Ire thcorclH,:all) 
:n much greater risk arc to pr\l\lde 100°. protection for 
lbemsches for an e"ttended period, the effect of the dl\emon 
of resources: fr(lm mo rc 'Il tal and hfe-sa"mg purl'QSCs Ill. tao 
hornble 10 "'"QnsldcL 

In our own I.:a..c, the URiVerslt) J.:annot find the material 
resources to complete or start \lwrk on bUlldln.g\ for which 
hc:rc IS a prcs~lRg need Would It be wise to divert ",hat 

t klur ... u arc a\3113ble to sct a remote PQ)slblllt)'> 

" 

and It IS encouraging to know lilat the Geology Departmen' 
IS now takmg this senously, and giVing students instruct ion 
In what action to take next lime an earthquake occurs. Incl­
edentally, has anybody gl\'en thought to the special problems 
Involved In the construcllon of nuclear air-raid shelters ," an 
earthquake zone? Thcre IS small conso/atlon In bemg pro­
tected from nuclear fallout, only to be crushed under-ground 
as the result of seismiC aCllvlty. 

The Balme Library docs have a current micro-filming 
programme. What we are concentratmg on IS matenal which 
IS unique to Ghana, and which IS subJcct to decay from 
atmospheric and pest conditiOns already, without waiting 
for a nuclear war, Often our copies arc unIque. The works 
suggested by MISS Hereward, valuable though they are, are 
printed teXIS, found In hbranes across the world. I cannot 
envisage all COplCS being destro),ed Simultaneously. If there 
were to be nuclear destrucllon on such a Wide-spread scale 
I suspect that ClasSical scholarship "ould be low on the 
pnontlC5 of any possible human survivors. 

If It IS of any c .)mfort to MISS Hereward, the Bntlsh 
Government is actl'lely bUlldmg bunkers for the protection 
of unique works of arl, cabinet ministers and Civil servants. 
and similar valuable artefacts In a disused slate quarry In 

Nonh Wales, reported by New StatC$man & ~ation, Vol· 
102 No. 2637, 2nd October, 1981 , pp. 10-\2 

Balme Library 
Legan . 

J M. Walpole 

\\ ho Protects The Consumer '!' 

SIR- It IS graufymg to note that m response to the need for 
reduction of waste the Meat Marketmg Board made a proht 
of Cl78 ,OOO from the sale of smoked meat 'Which had par­
Hall) been declared un"'holesorne (The Ghanaian Times 
12/1 1,81), But before anyone begms to congrat uite the Meat 
Markctlng Board we should pause and ask the follo",-mg 
crucial qucsllons: 

What IS the mcanmg of " Parllall} 
Unwholesome·',": 

WhICh medical authOrities declared 
the meat p .. nlally unwholesome" 

Doc:. smoking make parllall} un­
wholesome me.lt completely "hole· 
some" 

After smokmg, "cre the the meat 
!>ampies re-e"l(.Immetl and declared 
wholCM>me before thc.\ were sold') 

Ans""ers to these qu~llons Me of great public mte~t 
r.ccau..e the health of tholoC who I.:onsumcd the meat .... at 
~takc One of the ba~IC prlnclple~ of food processing IS to 
begm "'-Ith sound r.lw matenab There Jj, no middle wa}"' 
hct"ccn whole<;ome .Ind un",- holesome food Meat IS a highly 
pcrsishable eommO(Jit) e:.peclalJ} under our tropilal can­
dltlon~. and the changes ""hich lake place dunng deter­
Ioration can be \'er) harmful and sometimes lethal to oon­
,urner!. U nfonunatel} Ih~ t:hangcs occur before o~n'able 
~Igns of spoi lage such dS smell and I.:olour Oec ... lme apjl.lrcnt. 

1 hope the smoked meat W.lS declared wholesome (or 
human consumpllon before It wa~ liold. Olhcrv.I)C!."e ha\e 
great fean for those ",ho coNoumc:d the meal. and the prOfih 
lalned In one organization I.:ould I:'C l05t through the pro-­
\ISlon of more drup for the alrc.ldy choked hO\pltal Un­

undernoUflo;ht.'d . .Ind under 
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. STATE ENTERPRISES COMMISSlo... 

STAFF APPOINTMENT 

The State Enterprises Commission is charg~d with responsibility for moni­
toring the management financial and technical performance of over one hundred 
state enterrises in the field of agricultur~ industry and commerce. The Commis· 
sion is in the process of assembling a strong team of key personnel who can 
make significant contribution in the following areas:-

Financial Analysis, Industrial Engineering (Electrical/Mechanical), Ge­
ral Enterprises Management, Management Information Systems, Person­
nel Management. Economics, Consultancy Practice. 

Candidates who must be professionals in their fields, should be men and 
women with several years of proven ability, initiative and drive and be capable of 
working independently in implementing the Commission's programmes. 

Salaries are attractive and negotiable with fring~ benefits 

Candidates who qualify as above are invited to apply with copies of relevant 
supporting documents to:-

AG SECRETARY, 
STATE ENTERPRISES COMMISSION, 
P. O. BOX M. 393, 
ACCRA. 

The offic~s of the Commission are located in the same block of buildings 
with the Social Security Bank and the Produce Buying Division (P.B.D.) of the 

g C.M.B. at the Kaneshie Industrial Area, Accra . 

• 

Applications should be submitted not later than December 31, 1981 
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>.u\,;h Cl>ndIIlOn\, pne'~ rC,,'lan .. e tu mft."(.llcl"~ and allack 
by dl!>Casts IS \lcr) 10\\ In helping to \oh,e OUr prol'l lem 
of undcr.noun~h01cnl II I~ 1l!:C<;'.Iry lhat cn'lugh food 
I~ mldc ,Iviullblc, but v.hatc .. er 1\ a .. alldble In the midSI of 
o;;an::It)" ... hnuld be (~f 8"lod quality. People \\ohn arc hungry 
will buy dnd C'_ln~' l ll' .1.lythl.l<J Wllh)ul qucstlun. but who 
prole;!, th; C:ln~'J.1l!r .I·:lln~t fr.lud .\ltd Ihe \a le of un\ .. hole· 
somc food?, 

P. 0 ()O, 1]4, 
Linl\.:r>lly of (;h;lOa, 
Legan 

rhe I'rice or The Dailies 

h. ofi b~lI01an 

Sill Klndty permit me to comment on the Inueases In Ihe 
price<> of the two dall) ne\\o~Pdper> \U, the Dail) Graphic 
and Ihe Ghanaian Time<>. 

These two d,uhes v.crl:: very cfltu.:al abou l the JOcrc .. ses 
10 the dectflclt) and" Ol ler ralel. d nnounced b~ the [lcctncll~ 
and Water & Scv.-erdge C:orpordllOn, re~po.:ll .. el) txcau\C 
the !lCrvlCCS Ocing pr(wlded h~ thc<oc ~t .. tc corpo rations 
are ~ub·'landard 

Rece nt!). theloC 1\\00 d.llhC\ ha\\: Ihoughl It V.IS(: to 10-
(;tease Ihe" pm:e by 100 ". II IS mdeed ndlculou' to condemn 
one ~Iate corporation fllr Increa\lng Itl. rate~ and proceed 
10 .. ell four-page ncv.,papcr, v.lth nOlhmg ~pcclal \(I (Ih:r al 
one cc"h 

I tl~ hoped thallhe qualll~ and quanlll) or the ncv.\ lIem~ 
\\oeould tic Impm\ed teo lL1'llh the lIl;,;re;!'>C' 

.\kuafo lIall. 
LnL\c""~ ,It (Ihar­
Lqwn 

LEGON OBSERVER NEW PRICE 
With effect from January. 1982 

The Legon Observer will sell at 

¢5.00 PER COPY 

~~~Y'"";C'~""""--___ -L-ZeZ;e7~~ 

1 h, \dOlin .\tr.tl I.)n Of (ocoa n. 

\IR )"Uf 1J.'l~t Omener ',Hc:OO.,1.. .... lltnment I] 0 \01 
XII '0. 1~1 ,1n Ihe .:admlnlstr.1110n ,r C,)t,:oa v.a, tlmd) n 
It'> ..:on;;..:rn f,lr :, 'Ital nall(lnal .... 'lIlr IIl.e the ...... I\:Od ,ndu~tn 
at thl!!> time v. hen (lUr Prl!l.:.irIOU' e\"h:n .... ~.' a nali,Hl hang' 
(10 \U .... h I.ey lfIdu,lr,c : hut Ihe ,"'millent turned oul I., tJo: 
.:another 10 the: \(!fIC' .,f .... f11I.:"ms t.l,eI) Ic'elled ~(t:atru.1 lhe 
~v. Clud l \l"':Utl\\! of Ihe (',)t,:lhl 'I.lrkeilng B..larJ, v.llh 
nll ~.1.l suggc..110n~ \\hllc .... "11 .. 1 .. 01 " Ol\:anl 10 lead to <In 
ImprO\'CITlI.:nt lllihe Siottu\ "lUll. mMlof the ..:nllt':lsms!c\cllcd 
.Ilamst AlhaJI \Iumum 8a.v.umla ,"dudln, )our ov.n. ha\e 
3.IW3),S hold o\ertone~ (,1 cthnk.: .:and mlhe ..:a\c of ~ome llf Ih\: 
critiCisms C:'en reILgloui blib, thoulh theo.c an.: dlv.a'~ e:mphJ. 
tu1ly denlCd b~ th~ .... nth.:.\ The tV.ll nt.l" arguments 
ad'3.n,,:cd are the In;;umt>enl '~ pnlfe»lon .. ~ I lav. .. w IOJ h" 

FH ~ll). the compar,\on )Oll made v.lth hI" 1\'0 previous 
colleague'> of Ihe Inlerlm Management Comnllttce c.:annol 
pro .. e AlhaJI H.mumla's lOappropnalenel.s for thc pc~t 01 
Chief [\l't:UtI\C, smce If the cocoa IOdl'slry ha~ rccn poo rly 
managed 10 thc pilH IWO )ear~. as alleged, on~ pel son oul 
of three shou ld not bear Ihe brunt anll Ihe remamder e'lone­
r.lled, nO\\.Illh~tandmg that he \.las the leader of Ihe threl!, 
~lnce you accept Ihal one of the olher tv.o cou ld be an a ppro­
rnale (h,)lce, 

Secondl). Ihe 3dmlOIl.tration of a glg .. ntlC organisallon 
weh as Ihe Cocoa Marketing; Hoard .... IHch I~ bigger than 
,\ome Go'ernmenl Mln l'\lrIe~ calls for a mature Citizen of 
prov'cn ",orlh. And a man who has been a succc~)!ul Mlnlstcr 
( f Stale and has SIO'~C been I;a lled to the [ngh~h Bar, ~hould 
be deemed capable of taking mature and \\oell·balanced 
deCISion!;, unless II IS bemg suggested thai being techmcal­
Iy related to cocoa should be Ihe only )a rd Sllck for 
appolntmenl 

Cocoa Markclt lng Board 
Accra. 

Cornelius Vito Banu 

SIR In the Vol. XIII No, 12 l'<o\embcr, 1981 I~sue of the 
Legom O~ner, under the Notebook column dn an lcle 
enlilled "The AdmlOl~tration of Cocoa" dlspla)ed an ama/-
109 nai,cI~ gl\l!n the calibre of the Legon OI:o'oCf\er 

While Ihe Ol»cf\er nghll) hailed the appOll1l1nent of 
\-Ir II .lfr~ Dodoo a' Chairman of Ihe CM B Board of Dlrec­
lor,>. II condemned Ihc confirmation of "Ihilll \-1umunL 
BJ.'WUlma ,I,> Ihe Chief [,\I!\:\ltl .. e of the C "1B 

To thc Obsent'r, c;ther Dr (j~amfi or Dr Kohilld Erbynn 
\\oould ha,e been mMe ~Ultdt'llc al. Chid f,\.el.:utl\e becau .. e 
of Ihe: .:l.":ddemlc tralOlOg of the Iv.O mcn in Agricult ure and 
Agm:uJtural rCol1llmLc .. re,>pcClI'cty. rhe Ot'l\Cr\er doc\ 
IllH ..:,In,,lder AlhilJI Bav.umla\ comfi'CO\lIe c\.I"Cflence a~ a 
leacher, rohllCL,ln and la\\~er gc.od ennugh for Ihe admlOl'>­
tration of cocoa 

I d(l not many v.;ty q(lc,>lIon the profouml I.nO\ .. lcdge 
tw,)lh Or. u)amh .,nd Dr l rt'l)1\Jl flO$~\~ In thclf rc~pccll\'e 
held'> 01 .. tudy, I do nol .Ih,) ~ilY that Dr (j)amfi or Dr 
Lr1;l~ nn wull:l niH h.I'e Ixcn Chief I \'CCUIIH! (If the CM It 
11 IS he rea~onmg of the Ob-.£onr-r IhOiI ju"[ 1x;;au~e Dr 
l;.rb)nn md OJ (I}amh h .. 'e been tr.;uned a .. agnl'ulhlfai 
e..:om:lm,,\ dnd ,Igncultufl't St!, therefore . th.:at rn.lles Ihem 
mClrc qualified as Chid 1 \ .. "(;u",e 01 the (\111 thdn ·\lhaJI 
B.l\\Umla th.\t I dl.sagn:c \\olth Indeed th ... (}!)o,cner duj no! 
need hi 'tiIP at Dr G)amh J.nd D~ I rh~nn, II could is 
\Iodl gil 1m In mdUl.Jc Ihe other nUIl\~rou~ le.:hnl.;aJly Iralr,ed 
m..:r. In th..: C xo In,lustry, i\.OnlC of Ihem also holding dncto-
ratz degr .. '1.',. us pn:rerabk (,hiler I \c .... ull\e$ (II the C'IH 

In comp[c\ t-oure3U'''''.:le, IIle thc ('18 II t~ nal,e to 
pla .... e quahtic.:ahC"l or leader~hlp on Incrc tr"mmg LO one 
tcrhnll,;, I held hl head ~r~ {lrg:lmsal 1 v. lit the chm ..... _ 

en~uc of Ih..: ('I B. therefor..:, II I"Cr,on need, more (If 
'lIhcr qU.Jlttlc, than merely h..:mg tramed m one h:.:l1ol .... .:I1 
held ')uo.:h J. renon ~hould be more ,I I COUI gcous. magi 
nati\e. IIllcltl!!..:nl man, and e'en Imrorlaml) should P"~ 
,e~~ a pn.Hen high moral 'tature. 

----------~~~--~ 

The O~er doel rn.ll .... r .. '(1I1 '\ lh4,l: B.,wumu ~I'h 010)' 

real admml:)tralL\e a .... urrn:n. 'l"eT many mher kno",ledgc.lblc 
pcr,onl. on Ihc Cll .... oa I ndu~lf) ob~nc the e\ldenl reduction 
to a mlOLmum or the .... anton dl'>Slrallon and mlSu!>\.: of COC(la 
mone~ and prorcrl) Ihal h.:Id charactensa.! prC\ IOU, C(XI'J, 
admllll'trallon,>. Thl' I, a Ln!!ul rly Impot101m achle\cment 
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Also, .... hen strikes had become the order of the day in 
al.,051 all major sillte estilblishments In the country, the 
eMS, whose ordmary workers faced stern austerity measures 
even more than other organisatIons, enjoyed 11 great deal of 
industrial peace under Alhajl Bawumia's administration. 

Then on the international scene we were all wllnesses to 
the pulsating negolil1llons that attended the recently con­
cluded International Cocoa Agreement. It was dear the 
,(Agreemenl was on ihc verge of collapse to the detriment 
of Ghana. Close followers of the negotiations testir) to the 
great role AthaJi Bawumta played in leading Ghana's delc­
e;<ltion to wage a dIplomatic 'War among most member slates 
to bring about the dramallc success of the Agreement. 

ALhajl Bawuml3 had instIlled so much confidence in the 
1I3rious delegates through his powerful arguments that most 
member states tended to look up to Ghana's delegation 
led by Alhaji BaWuml1l dUring the difficult and crucial times 
. f the negollations . 

If these are not marks of a great administrator then what 
else is? 

The Obsen'er concludes b} saying: "and we do not parti­
cularly care if in criticiZing AlhaJ! MumUni Bawumia's 
appointment as Chief Executive of the Ct\l B anyone is called 
3 tribalist Tn 

.= 
Well. of course. if the Obsener did nOt find It fil to raise 

the same objections about the apPOintments of past Chief 
Executives like Commander Addo and Col. Takyi who did 
not have any special tr3tnHlg In relation to cocoa, then what 
else is tTibalistic'l 

M . A . Yakubu 
S 35. Leaon Hall. 
Universit), of Ghana, Legan, 

Your Notebook commenl, LO Vol. XIII No. 12 was most 
welcome. II is, of cOllrse, disIJonest !O read ethnlclty IntO 
CritiCIsm of the appointment of Alhaji Mumunl Bawumia 
as clllef executive of the eM B. If we Insist that cnticism is 
inspIred by ethniC considerauon. whal about the appOint­
ment llself? The Alhaji's clamls to the job are not that 
ob1lious. And of all the people who hold comparable qualt­
lications. how did the Alhajl 's name come up m the first 
place? Appointments have been made In the past which 
could not be easi!y e,plained. and Jt does not look like we 
have seen the end of such appointments. One only hoped 
thaI at least In rc' ~=:t of cocoa the apPolntmg authorll) 
wou!d show gr.::::t'_ . sellS lll1 Ily. 

Domiabra House, 
Winneba 

Notebook 

Akyenba Mensah 

THE ECONOMY AND OUR UN IVERSITIES 
IN the editorial of our present volume. we have 
referred to the link between the national economy 
and academia, sugges-tlng that an improvement of 

the one will have a salutary eftect on the other. 
Academics should be 'the firs t to realise that in 

the present circumstances of the country, the more 
we can export of anything the better; and ability 
to impal1C knowledge should now properly be 
listed as one of the country's major exports_ The 
pity is .. hat we do not ever seem to gee cash returns 
consiS(ent with the volume of export. Foreign 
earnings from teaching abroad are hardly ever re· 
patriated: such of It that arrives in the country 
finds its way DO money mjlrkets other than the 
Bank of Ghana to do more havoc to the economy. 

And while working in foreign counrri'"s and 
paying taxes to foreign governments. Ghanatan 
academics, like their counterparts In the other 
professions, still maintain their families at home, 
for very good reasons. We mal be unhappy about 
the current performance cf our primary and sec· 
ondary schools, but that is because we have 
known them to be beeter. Compared to what 
obtains on the west coast of Africa we are 5-.:ill 
better off here. But if thOle working abroad must 
retain their children in the schools must we accept 
cedi-payment for fees? Why should academics on 
leave of absence from the country pay their rent 
in cedis if they retain houses on campus? And if. 
while on a visit, they should fall ill, do our emigre. 
compatriots pay only as much as the rest of us for 
treatment in the hospitals? In Cedis? 

All thac the above seeks to say is that we should 
begin to ask or a more meaningful contribution, 
Perhaps in sending to the Government a list of 
academia's needs in response to the President's 
Invitation, \the universities will also address the 
matter of how to exact ade-luate compensation 
from the emigre.population whe continue to use 
the nation's facilities even while they are abroad_ 

SELF-HELP ON CAMPUS 
WHILE waiting for Government to improve can· 
ditions of service there is no doubt that ~he Uni­

versities could do a lo~ for themsetve5, Elsewhere 
we have remarked how inJd~C)u:s.~ living and 
learning space generally is. To be sure, some con­
struction is going on all the time and new facilities 
are being commissioned every now and then. How 
soon any project is completed would seem to de­
pend on the importan.::e the universities themselves 
attach to it. Given our own scale of priorities we 
are both surprised and disappOinted to learn that 
extensions to the Department of Chemistry on one 
campus have not been completed for use after ten 
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years or so smce work began 
All the univerSities have quotas for foreign 

students. Even before the recent Government deCl· 
Slon that such students should pay their fees In 

fc.re1gn exchange, the universities themselves 
could have sought permisSion from Government to 
collect such fees In foreign exchange whICh could 
have sustained subscnptlon of Journals , If nothing 
else. 

We have also remarked that university staff 
'van ~ to be assured of food , clothing and shelter If , 
for the moment, the univerSities are In no pOSition 
to do anything about clothing, some guarantees 
could be given respecting food and shelter, at least 
Recent efforts by associations of concerned citizens 
to organise bulk purchase and distribution of food 
Co staff seem have succeeded In anenuatlOg 
despair somewhat on some of the campuses, Some 
of the univerSities happen to have agricultural reo 
search farms. Proceeds from ,hose farms could 
be distributed a lot more systematically and equi. 
:ably. Self.owned hOUSing schemes have been un· 
der d,scusslon for many years, but not much seems 
to have been done about it until It IS now almost 
impOSSible to bUild for sheer expense. Petty irri· 
tatlons like haVing to run after travel tickets or 
clearing personal goods from the ports when 
there are university officers who are supposed to 
prOVide these services do not exactly uphft staff 
morale 

Everybody expecs the President and hiS cabl· 
"et to do things In thiS c.oun tr}' And the com po 
lam:s about things not bemg done are loudest 
from university platforms . We can only reiterate 
that while wa L'mg for help from Government. the 
univerSities could begin to do some things for 
themselves 
EDUCATION-WHO CO-ORDINATES WHA T1 
IT occurs to us that It IS not only the univerSities 
which have problems For Instance, while the unl· 
versltles are supposed to be .:o.ord .nated by the 
National CounCil for Higher Education, who co· 
ordinates what outSide tt,e universtrles has never 
been clear. the rationale. tha t IS And now a Tech. 
nical Comm ittee has been appomted by the Gov. 
ernment to adVise on how [0 organise all education 
university education excepted. under the Ministry 
of Education We wish the Technical Commlttee's 
terms of reference were nOt thiH Irmlted. for 
some of the Instt'tu:lons [hat are to be placed un· 
der the Ministry of Education mlgh: be better off 
elsewhere seeing how bogged down dle Ministry 
of EducatIOn already IS by Its ':)resent concerns 
Stude-nts of the Ghana Insmute of Journalism are 
espeCially unhappy about the enVisaged transfer of 

tests In the dailies. But the students' suggestion 
that the Institute should be administered from 
the Press CommiSSion IS somewhat surprising. 
Muse an Institute which oHers courses on land 
economy be placed under the Lands CommiSSion 
jus: because there is a CommiSSion of that name! 

We thought that who looks after what in Edu· 
cation would be determined by a natIonal com· 
miSSion With Wider terms of reference than the 
Technical Committee's We were Indeed looking 
forward to draWing the attention of such ana· 
.'Ional commiSSion to the proceedings of the Tana· 
narlve conference on higher educatlon in Africa. 
1961 ThiS conference at which Ghana was repre­
sented proceeded on the understanding that high. 
er education referred to "all types of education 
of mstli:utlonal nature such as universities. univer· 
slty colleges, liberal arts colleges, technological 
Instlutes and teacher-training colleges for whICh 
the baSIC entrance requirement IS completion of 
secondary education. the usual entrance age is 
about 18 years and In whICh the courses 
lead to a given named award (degree. dip. 
loma or certificate)," 

The Import of the Tananarive proceedings is 
that. at lease. In one tradition. post-secondary edu· 
cation IS. for the most part. reckoned as higher 
education Given proper recognition. educational 
centres like the Ghana Institute of Journalism 
could probably rel ieve the univerSities of some of 
the pressure With better returns to the nation . 
for all we know 

AND GNAT IS 50 

WHILE attention IS focused on education we can· 
not help noting that the Ghana National Associa. 
tlon of Teachers has turned flfry. We wish to 
congratu late GNAT for haVing survived this far . 
And we recall wl~h pnde that when it was fashion. 
able for aSSOCiations of workers to dedare themsel. 
ves Integral wmgs of political part ies. GNAT was 
one aSSOCiation which refused to be swept by the 
tide, concern ing Itself solely With promotIng the 
cause of teachers and the teaching profeSSion . 
GNAT IS (0 be commended for seeing ItS miSSion, 
in such dear terms 

There is a lot of despair among teachers current. 
Iy. It IS no just despair over food and shelter Part 
of It relates to the absence of a clearly formulated 
national policy on education . For example , is the 
Junior secondary school Idea on or not' We hav~ 
repeatedly urged the appointment of a national 
commisSion as a fIrst step to putting things 10 

their proper place. We were pleased to learn from 
speeches made by GNAT offICials during the cele· 

Clons to November that the aSSOCiation also 
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GUINNESS GHANA LIMITED 

have a vacancy within Management for a 

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE: 
Applicants should possess a good University Degree in Mechanical Engi­

neering. and have a minimum of 5 years post-graduate experience. Preference will I 

b~ given to candidates with practical exper'ence in one or more of the following 
fields: Food Procossing, Refrigeration a nd Steam. 
The successful candidate is likely to be about 30 years of age. and already a 
member of the Ghana Institute of Engineers. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
These will be primarily to ensure sound mechanical maintenance of a major 

sector of the Brewery, and will include the planning and implementaton of preven­
tive maintenance schedules. installation and repair work. effective and safe use 
of labour. financial budgeting. and training of craftsmen. 

SALARY 
The Salary will be negotiable accordi ng to qualifications and exper'ence. but 

will be on a progre9sive scale which compares favourably with Management sala­
ries in other leading Companies in Ghana. 

GENEPV\', 
The job is a challenging one with scope for future promotion. The success­

ful candidate will be expo..ctcd to show leadersh'p qualities. drive and initiative. 
and have ~he abilities to analyse problems. H? should be adaptable. able to com­
municate clearly, and have ability to sustain long periods of hard work. 

APPLICATIONS 
These should be addressed as follows: 
I. For applicants based in Accra, 

Cent.ral and Western Regions: 
The Personnel Manager. 
Guinness Ghana Limited. 
clo Senior Area Manager, 
Post Office Box 36\0 
Accra 
(Ring Road East Industrial Aree.l 

2. For applican~ based in 
other Regions: 
The Personnel Manager. 
Gu:nness Ghana Linllted 
Post Office Box J 536. 
Kumasi. 

(Kaase Industrial Areal 

So as to arrive not later than 15th Dec. 1981. 
Short-listed candidares will be required to attend an interview in Kumasi. 
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For The Record 
NOVEMBER 6 

Sessioanl Address 
Ttle President's Sessional Address to Parliament 

announced increases in three cash crops. namely. 
COCO'. from j1:120.00 to Cl360.00 per 32 kilos. 
coffee. from Q:'210.00 to CZSOO.OO per 63 kilos, and 
shea-nuts, from (lIIO.OO to Q:400.00 per 62 kilos. 
The Address indicated also that Government was 
contemplating the establishment of .a Stock­
Excnange Market in the country. The univers ities 
were Invited to subm it bold and realistic plans 
for halting continuing loss of si.aff to the neigh­
bouring countries 

NOVEMBER 10 
No Relief fo r AFR1C Convicts 

The Supreme Court decided by 5 to 2 that 
article 15(2) of the TranSitional Prov isions of the 
Cons ~ltut i on of the Third Republic precludes re­
view of judicial actions and purpored judicial 
actions of the AFRC . The Court was giving judge­
ment in the appeal by Mr. B. S. Kwakye former 
Inspector-General of Police who was sentenced 
"in absentia" to 25 years Imprisonment by the 

AFRC. 

NOVEMBER 12 
Registration of Voters 

The Electoral Commiss ioner announced with 
satisfaction tha t 83) per cent of Ghana's estima­
ted 5.7 mitlion poteMial voters registed during the 
recent reg istration exerCi se , 

Trans-West-African Cooasl:3 l Highway 
President limann cut the sod at Anylnase in the 

Western Region to signify commencement of 
work on the Q" IH mill ion AXl m-Mpatabo-Elubo 
highway wh ich forms part of the West African 
highwa y ne;;o.vork connect ing Lagos (Nige ria) _ 
Nouakchott (Mauntan ia) . 

NOVEMBER 20 
Univenity of the North 

Professor F G T orm. Pres ident of the Ghana 
Aademy of Arts and Sc iences has cau t ioned 
against the contemplated Agricu ltur31 Un ivers ity 
to be si ~ed In Northern Ghana After draw ing 
attention to the d iff iculty in ma inta ining exi sting 
institutions. Professor T orto asked what guarantee 
there was that the new Universi:y. if estab lished, 
would escape a similar fate . Professor Tor.o was 
spnking at a pub li c meet ing during the 22nd 
Anniversary Celebrations of the Aademy. No-

NOVEMBER 15 

Hearts Win FA. Cup 

Accra Hearts of Oak beat Tamale Real United 
1-0 in the replay of the finals at the Accra Sports 
Stadium to win the Football Association Cup for 
1981. 

NOVEMBER 17 

Worthless Agricultural Ventures 

The Ghana National Reconstruction Corps 
(GNRC) has announced abandonment of some of 
its farms in the Upper Region explaining that 
" most of the farms have proved to be worthless 
ventures" 

NOVEMBER 25 

Currency Dean 

A member of Parl iament. Mr. Thomas Afful. 
Action Congress Party, has asked Parl iament to 
investigate allegations that a functionary of • he 
People's National Party (PNP) has been paid huge 
kick-backs from the prin ,ing abroad of new cedi 
notes . Contributing to a debate in Pa rl iament. 
Mr. Afful even questioned the w isdom of pr in.ing 
new notes at this t ime. 

DECEMBER 1 

Rumpus In the PNP 

Mr. Sam Addae-Amoako who in Nove mb er 
se<ured a court order restraining the Chair ma n of 
the PNP, Nana Okutwer Bekee, the Gene ra l Se­
cretary, Dr. Ivan Addae-Mensah , and the Chair­
man of teh Publ ici ty Secretra iat, Mr. Kofi Batsa 
from continu ing discharge of their duties as fun c­
tionar ies of the PNP told a press co nfere nce that 
he found it necessary to go to coun because t he 
indiv iduals named had fa iled to pay into the 
Party's chest, both local and foreign monies re­
ceived on behalf of t he Party. 

Nana Okutwer Bekee. Dr Addae-Mensah an d 
Mr. Kofi Batn ha ve since annou nced t heir in ten­
t ion 00 sue for defamation. 

• 

OBSERVER'S NEW PR!CE 

With effect from Jamlary. 1982 

The Observer will sell at as.oo per 
copy. 


