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If t 'le dead puts on 'I gloomy, contorted facial expression , 

they say death has been the result of wit c he s or wizards 

drinkin '5 his blood. If b lood appeorrs on t"e gu:TI of the t eeth , 

it; i s a s i gn that the dead has been killed by ·the gods . If 

a pleasunt , facial expressi on is shown , then death by n'l.tural 

causes is pronounced . 
j{... - f)JA 

of death bY"unnatur'J.l a",enc iy"'"S, a diviner or 

Bokono is quickly consulted, and until his verdict is rec'ived 

the de'lel is left untouc '1ed . The v<U'intions of Ule burial rites 

dep. nd upon the result of th is consultation . If de at!". is by the 

g ods for a crime the dead committed in his life, the body is 

left untouched nnd gener'l.lly vnil in.; is forbidden for twelve 

hours, '\t 10 ).st , until t 1<3 proynr propitiation :>,nd other 

ceremonies q.re performed by t: e priest of the god concernea . 

It is firrl"ly believed t'rt an untim'll T show of grief by my 
w ...... 

individual is like 1: to offe ld the ,:od ivhich t_le c ,use 

Ii; i .lso believed t'n t wi cC_JUS "nd juju- me n responsible 

"'or -'vh: person, :;et offeude" when :111 unnecess'lrily 

m,rl.-')( ;rief 'lccompanied by i.lsi,·u hons is shmvn by any of the 

dE' d'S reI .ti ves, befOl'e t 1 e time of ,v ilino i 'lecl red. In 

e.it'-er o_r.> bove it 'l')"S ')38L wU, t'l t 

oc's, G juju- or rttali.. L.E:.; ,i tL Je v.l U 'OP 

r '-- .L.'-=.! \ i erson :or 1:liQ exposu e OJ.' 

icl. e ,so 

hr , 'relin',u7 ri+;'s, 'lftor ex \min tiOll of de".d 

• (; olr , .. I'd in '< closet i.l' ,e 'C - y'U'd of tile :10use. l'he 

s .or e', _,\ ,he chest ..re l"estecl uJ:on potds, so t!1utt t1E" he .... d 

dro' :3 do I . Th'" >,ody is 1 i, i, tU_s .osition so t. ,t piee"s 

I'll 'p bo r i 1 t lie:< for '0 J. t JI 
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',1-
This , i rJ t le eye s of t'le ritua lis ts is considered ver'T 
i mpor tan t indeed both on t:", art of t~e dead ,nd his· li vi 
re l ati es , for t,~o re'1sons: 

(4'1 

1. .r:1E' body, in t.1-Jis positio; lets sufficiently rested, 

it is believed, so th tits spirit f i n":lly re8.1is es tlr t it rns 

nothi 19 any longer to do wi th it, :;md therefore pr ocj[eeds 

calmly on its jouney to\~arcls Tsiufiode ,(Th" l and o· the dead) 

2 . The spirit t us filled 1'lith t'1e reuisation t I',t it 

hns ~othing in compon gain 'lit 'I earth- life does not return , 

\'1ivhout invit ,ti~n, to listurb ,\, t:le livin",. 

3. The body is t"lus pravented .:'ro~ decompos~n; quicKly . 

1~ the mean\'l:~ile , t. e to,~n-cr':'er is ordered to cr:' out 

the sad "lews to the ',]IJOIQ tOWil . His fee is 5/ - or 10/- . 

In cryin' out 1J.is mess"ge , h0 me'.1tions the names of three or 

~our very close reb.tives of tbe dead . lith three or four 

be<lts on his gong- gong he cri~s out : 

"Good morn in::; to everybody, good "Jornin,:: ! 
i y ~lders , I don't unnecessarily disturb<t you , 
Kofi, Ama (mentiillin names 0" dead ' s rel cives) 
1 ve asl:ad ~e to 'lC'0 lce to vou that (de"d's)name) 
is '10 more ! II " 

As pe pIe ')egin to troop i.ltO t'le 'lOllS e, the body is got re'ldy 

for b t ,in _, and the bed for l .. ying il state is prep'lr d . The 

drums - ' atribpui' a'10 ' 'S'''yi;())~ ' ~---ee ')e J.t out trn ir dirges . 

B t in2; of the dead is don~ in J. back- compou11d of the 

house in ':t closel;." guarded enclosure. It is done by el ,rly men 

'o're 1 , l1bo are very close kinsnen o. ~he de'ld . .'1. ' ditc'J is 

lu' the bat,lin - - pl~ce 'l11cJ beems ru'e laid across it to for cl fIil. 

J .r-n 'J lter, n ::n'l spa'" es 

S) Ll~ed . 

1",yi.1", in st'lte is 'l mounc ed by t:,e fir ing of onc,Jr 

l . Ie soon 

The dead is richly ador~led "Ii t:l elve7 

s ~ '. ~ ilL 11 opens ue", ,ra. wlj,li:lg 

t 0 8 1 0ts of ~m. 

dll its ... ""1" tic 19S~ 

~i \ S e bel'S of t\ c] 

t 1 Y' "i t J t:.e 'ie , ~hE 

i (~ "'rlJ ld vh8 0 

to ut,- cra ss t 1E' r'..v 

contd •........ ' 



It;o 

When all is ready, the body i s laid in a coffin lined 

with cloths. And amidst a great qUietness the clan head stands in 

front of the coffin, facing it. With wine he pours libation in 

the following words: 

"0 Ak osiwa (name of the dead), I call you, not that I wish you 

evil, but that I have this to say to you. "If your death has been 

caused by a member of the clan or community, when you get into the 

next world return and deal with him or her accordingly as you 

desire. But, if on the other hand your death is the natural cause 

of things, then we wish you peace, and kind regards to a ll our 

ancestors". 

The dead is now taken to the grave yard and buried without 

any further ceremonies. 



have asked me to inf orm you'that (name of dead) hadn ' t been, 

and has been kept away . Wake- keeping comes on the fo l lowi ng 

market day" . 

4. A wake for t he de ad i s kept wi th drummi ng and dancing from 

9 o'clock in the evening t i l l the s;nal l hours of t h e morn i ng. 

At t endances a t wake-keepings ar e large and t he peopl e are fed . 

The second day of the funeral i s for the feeding of the dead 

and the anc es t r a l ~pirits. The women prepare a spec i al meal t o 

whic h neither sal t nor pepper nor other condiments are added. This 
ru...i "",,<4 
maaR is s erved at the gr aves of the ancestral spirits the dead 

11- \~ ~ ... ur .... d ,. 
whose funer al is being obser ved , at the gates of each clan house and 

the shr i nes of the cl an -gods. 

5 . The t hird day of the funeral is very heavily attended. It 

is announced with very heavy firing of gun in the early hours OI the 

mor ning. It is the day for the payment of funer al dues which is 

nor mally 6d and 3d per head for mal$and femal es, respectively. Those 

who ar e unable or otherwise prevented from attending a funeral send 

their contributions . Contributions fall into two parts viz: 

Donations and Table collections: If a person, because of his 

par ticular friendship or relationship or connection by marriage 

with any member of the dead's family desires to offer assistance 
,.jI.L 

in meeting~expenses in regard to feeding of guests , he could do so 

by paying a donation to his friend's fund. This fund is exclusive 

to the general funeral fund. The 'table collection' or dues as has 

alre ady been mentioned is a flat rate irrespective of socia l or 

financial position . 

6, If the dead during his life belonged to any of the funeral 

soc i~ties called If Atsofo", and there are 15 atsofo' s in Keta- Some , 

members of the society may attend the funeral, but are not required 

to pay any contributions there. 
c:o"Hnu4 

FUneral contributions fs'lJilCHitJ for a day or two; due 

allow~ce is made for kinsmen very far away who may desire to attend 

the funeraL 

No day passes without one or two drumming OIJaIll_;i,8S providing 
~~ 

entertainment for those who attend the funeral, and for" respect to 

the dead. If the dead was held in high esteem in his community the 

funeral lasts for several days. FUner al expenses in the area now 



range between £2 5 and £200. 

7 . The funeral clos es With the announc ement of a day 

for " general accoun ting 'i The el ders sit round a tabl e wit h 

I~ 

t he clerk or recorder. The funer~l dues as well as the donations 

are checked against t he entri es i n t he books. Whet\. th i s i s done, 

the essentia l expenses, that is, thos e f or t he coffi n , the bed­

clothes, the food, the drinks and the gunpowder ar e pa i d outright. 

Dona tions, called "Xokpo-medzrowodzi" t f und for main tenance of 

guests ) ar e handed over to those agai nst ,.hose name they stand. 

8. I f after final accounting, some expenses remain unpaid , 

i t is the practice for -the recipients of the donations to surrender 

these. Where the dead's clan is prudent and scrupulous they are 

netrer the losers after a funeral. But where they are otherwise 

so or where for reason of unpopularity of the dead several persons 

refuse to attend the funeral, the clan is saddled With debts 

and all its attendant displeasures. 

THE ATSYOFO SYSTEM:or Funeral Society. 

1. Until 20 years ago the 'Atsyofo' System of contribution 

towards payment of funeral expenses did not exist in Keta- Some. 

Contribution was open and not controlled by any societies. The 

new system was said to have been introduced into the area from 

the districts of Dahomey. 

Membership of the society is qJened to all, men and women. 

Some societies have membership of about one hundred or more. Each 

society has a Treasurer , a clerk or a recorder ani an executive 

committee of seven or more members. 

2 . It is agreed upon in advance or at the executive committee 

meeting what block contribution should be paid to the relatives of a 

dead member. Gener ally it is £20 or £25. The normal contribution of 

each memher of the society is 3d. This is paid to the executive 

committle every nine days, whether there is an incidence of death or 

not of 'lny member . Members who fail to pay this contribution 

promntly at the place where the committee meets are ~ fined. The 

closin hour on each day of contributions is five o'clock in the 

evening. The committee sits all day. Members may either pay direct 

to the Treasurer or through the clan collec tor Nho is ::enerally a --



literate person am who enter s each payment against the names 

in his book. Such entrie s are checked against those in the 

Soc ietie f s books for the purpos e of ac curacy. 

4. A person may enter the name of any member of h i s clan in 

his own society. It may be with or without his consent. Where it 

is without the other 's knowledge, the motive is always ulterior. 

A person who enters the name of another in a society is responsible 

for his regular cont~ibution $. 

So much corruption by unscrupuloU€ persons are now being 

practised and so much arrears in res pect of the block contribution 

to funeral expenses nQw remain unpaid by the various tsyofo socie­

ties that it is being sugges ted by many persons to have them 

abolished. 



CHAPTER Ie . 
RECREATIONAL PUR~U1TS. --------------------

1. Among the leisure time activities engaged in by the 

peop~e of Keta-Some d~Umming and dancing take the first place. 

~ ~ as "n.pe, so woven inoo the social life of the people 

that no'" days passes without 1,!t""being practised in one fol'lll or 

another in ""he towns and villages. 
& ... . ~';1 

No local fes.t.i val is succe ssful wi thout ~; :104 add~ the 

ISS 

finishing parts to funerals of booh the greal, and the small. Clan 

" " th t'- t 11· J.I.. _.. d ~· cue 1 groups v~e w~ one ano L~r 0 exce ~n ~~ an .. ~ a ways 

a delight to the young as well as the old. 

2. Drum music in "he area may be divided inoo four main groups 

according as tne purposes lor which t~ey are used. 

1. Those drumming, singing and dancing that are connected with 
",,11, 4~ W t u, 

d~ aths and funerals, state meetings Anational joys and calamities. 

They are drums collectively called "Avadevu" They are: Atompani, 

Akofade, Aflui, Atiwo and Agbadza or Atrikpui. These drums are 

strikingly captivating in naoure and quickly arouse emotions in 

their daneers. wtth the exception of the Agbadza which is distinctly 

original as far as the traditional history of the people are 

concerned, the orig~n of the Atompani, Akofade and Aflui is 

obscure. The se drums are 'war-drums' , but they are danced in a 

manner entirely foreig& to the people. In dancing the m the peeu­

l iar rythmetic swaying of the trunk and the flapping of the arms 

back\l/ards and forwa rds are absent. Instead, one observes the un­

rythemetic foot and whole body movement s dlBot are akin to the 

Akans . And . too , instead of the regular inter-related beats of 
~ 

four or five drums as tI the case with the other drums, one hears 

very highly, almost shrilly pitched sounds of two or three drums . 

Most of the songe too which are sung in accompaniment t o t he mueic 

are either entirely Akan or a mixture of the t\\'O language s • .h'or 

example , heL"e is a common s ong sung by almost every body i n the 
,",,,I-

area, but ~ understuod by any t>\'le. 



"KomIa, KomIa , Komla bu de IIli 
Miafe asafohene KomIa bu demi 
Mia1'e adJ omani Komla bu de mi. 
Bolo , bolo Fante, Fante n odea mdzaye 
Mdzay e , mdzaye e kua t o mdzeye 
Adodeto mudzaye " 

.) . It has been sugge s t e d t here t'ore by t ... ,o or three persons 

whose ancesc ors were expe r ts in the music of chese drums, that 

ISb 

their ancestors ,might bave been taught by either refugees of the 

Peki -Ashanti wars of t he middle 19th century, or Akwamu captives 

or che Ke t a -war of 1'792. At any r a oe. it L'emains a ract that these 

drums and the ways of dancing to their music have been unknown to 

the Keta -Some people before cheir migration to their present home . 

2. Other groups of dru~ music are the Konyi fayu. These are 

Akpalu and Gayikpa drums. T.fie.;y-~01'e 01' 1e &e--±-i-k-e--t-~~ 

~ I'bey are also for occasions of deaths and funerals. But 

unlike the previous ones they aL'e passionless in nature, and their 

l aw and slow deliberate music cannot fail to arouse in i~dancerB 

feeilngs of deep reverence for the dead. Some of the songs that 

accompany these drums descrlbe che frailty of man , the helplessness 

of man in the hands of death. man's hope for bilss be~ond the grave 

and his r~signation in the hands of his Maker for good or for bad. 

Here a.1'e two of the se popular songs: 

"Wo ame de, megbea amea de mawo 0 
Tonye ya worn. Didife 'gbeto mesea 
agama fe avi 0 
Agama fe ta tsi ba me. 
Eanu ga worn 100', ameyibo 
'gbeto heko 
Gati wo amea de, megbea amea de ""....,:l 0 

*- o. Tonye , ya wom". 

That which happens to one happens 60 
cO all. It has happened to me. 
He who is far away can never hope to 
hear the watlings of the chameleon , 
When the chameleon lost all hopes of life 
He was laughed at by human beings . 
when death comes 1.0 one, it Wiil come to all 
It a.s done ~ its worst". 

Konowo kpea IU 100 1 
Vinowo be konowo kpea fu 1001 
Mese nya vuu nye to me tsi 
De ko nabu be ye dekae wowo 
JIIyemele du fu ge ale vi 0" . 
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L OCAL DQUMS 'and some }.U.lsrCAL 
INS,RUME"',::'> 



"Barren women suffer a greac deal. 
People with chilrt r~n say"Barren women SUller a lot". 
I have heard so much that I can hear no more . 
You would think I am the only sufferer. 
Nobody ever runs to catch a child" (Meaning here 
"tna"t chi!dren o. r e Dorn, no"t caught like animals in 
the bush) . 

"",,,,~e 

Akpalu of Anyako, to whom most of these lyri~are attributed 

began his compositions about fLf"teen y"ars ago. His Iirst song , 

and a one whic~ has ever remained popular ~ thiS: 

"AJrp&.J.u do vua de, 
lVonye konyifa-vu 
Anyako-viawo so de nu. 
Mitro gbe bu miadzi ago ho nami; 
Hali wu esia 10 ho, 
Medz1ge ame daht nanio IU oe ". 

"Apalo has organised a new drumming society, 
It is for moul'ning for the dead; 
And the whole community of Anyako is interested 
Pitch up YOUl' voices and sing its songs to ne , 
1 have a lot of songs to sing, 
And when I do so, the poor will surely 
forget his sorrows". 

4. One of the most remarkable of drum music in the area i .. 

the Atsiagbeko. This drum was introduced into Southern Eweland 

from Dahome in about the year 1900. It w~s originally the 

Dahomian war music, and it s drums beat out .orders to the Amazons 

on Ch~fi.ldS of battle. It is danced standing in orderly formations 

and performing various body movements when "the big drum beats out 

the commands. It is sti!l the favourite music of the people 

esptcialy:y on occasions of local festivals and o"ther national 

ce ... emonIals. Almost all its songs are ei"trer in Fon 0 .. a mix"ture 

0.1. "the two languages. Thes", songs extol the b~'ave deeds of ~~ I't0(711!'; 

a.nces"tors, declare "the invincibility of the national army, warn 

the eRemy 01' what "they would expect when they attach or describe 

a parc1cular action in battle or how an important enemy was killed. 

The Atsiagoeko stands in a class by itself, and its facinat ... ng 

musIC and s"trik1ngly orderly movements of 1ts dancess are alw~ys 

admired by i"ts spectators. 

5. The last group of drum music, and a one which contains a 

lot of popular variations is the Ahiavy. These drums are purely 

romantic in nal,ure and are mainly l'or the purpose of recreation 

for men and women. They include, among many others the following: 

A~nu, Tsifonu, Duala, Akofe,Anlisi, Adzrowu and Gahu. 
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The Halo music in which abusiv~ and other insinuating songs are 

used does not stand in a class by itself. When t wo drumming factions 

or clan-gruups fallout with each other in .he~ normal practices 

of any v:f" the abo8"e romantic drums, .hey try to square out their 

diff",re nces by resort to composing songs to discredit members of 

.he opposing side and to declare all sorts of evils, real ' or 

imaginary against one anocher.Offen, this undesirable way of 

settling d~IIerences lasts for a very long time, each group 

strain~ all its r",sources in bad langaage •• 0 undo the other . 

More OIten than noc, as evil begets evil, immoral practices and 

deaths i'rom oral and other forms of poisoning are the results. 

DRUM MUS leAL INSTRUM!£N'l'S. 

All .he drums used in the area are not locally made. They 

are generally bough. Irom such places as Tsevie, Be and Aneho .~ 

, 0Jr0t! dIU .. 
in French Togoland. The pnc~ ~ ~ £5 rro r £3 for a big drum , 

four feet high, and the sllRll ones, two feet high . The drum is 

carved as a wnole or in small s trLps from the trunk of a tree 

called Vuti. When carved iB stripe , it is usual to get the~ strips 

in place with three or four bands of iron hoops. Th~vellum for the 

drum is made from the skins of the deer, the antelope and the 
is all 

duiker. A whole wet of new drums ~~ boughtAat once or singly. 

as tBe ease !!By '9". 
( , 

The othe r drumnring inetruments are: the ga tigo - two ho~low 
" , 

pIeces of iron graduated in tones, and joine d toge ther , the Go or 
... nbrolun 

' ahats; , which is a dried ~ ~ godrd, nea rly and fashionably 
11-;& ~ • 

cover e d wI.h a net of b4ads. &fl4 used as a ratele.The Toke a re tw o 

-hollowe d pi eces of iron. They are used to beat out the time _ when 

songs unaccom1anied by drums are sung . ~ 

'I. Organi sa ti un 01' a Drumming Society . 

The initiative for organising a drumming socie t y may c ome 

from any one in che clan who is interest ed in drumming. Oft en the 

idea come s from a young man wh o has recently returne d from anothe r 

fishi ng ~i llage to his own. It may ha ve bee n that when he was away 

there , he was a n active member of a new soc iety or an intenee l y 

interested spectator of the drumming a nd dancing there. If he has 



--------------------------------------------'I~Or------

a flair, ~ seleetive instlne •. for drumming and dancing, he informs 

the Head of his clan that he wishes to organise such a society. 

He next appears before a council of the clan elders where he 1S 

asked to demonstrate a figure of two of the dance. He may sing 

also some of the new songs he desires to teach. He may have to 

answer a series ot' qu",stions to test his sincerity an~ capability 

for getting a society running. When the elders are satisfied that 

the formation of such a society may not lea~ .0 any undesirable 

consequences, and that the susceptibilities of any person in the 

clan may not oe wounded by any of the new songs or that no 

neigbbours may be offended, anl_ informal consent is given . 
o~K. elAn 

organiser 1s then asked- to produce at the nex5 mee.ting "the 

for the information and blessings of the clan gods . 

The 
wine 

necessary" 

When t h i s is done the news is then announced to the yyoung 

people of the clan. A meeting is held with them, and a decision 

taken upon the number of tine s a wee k t~ would meet together to 

practise the new dances and songs. Dance and song practic es are 

held in the evenings for about 3 hours each day. ~ongs are 
(, " 

practised to the beatings of the Tingo and toke i nstrume nts . 

!:S . Discipl.ine. 
YQa.,;'huhe6 

Discipline in "he society is efitainee. by app oi nt ing t wo 

or three elderly men to be patrons : ' vumegawo~ Ii. 'T ongl a' f or t he 

men and an 'Atinua' for the women , keep or de r s wi t h a cane, i n 

tbe circle of dancers . Three ne n, ca JDl d "HQnuawo" or Renowo 

a nd a woman , wfie are selecte d for clarity a nd st r ength of voice . ~~ 

s ing out ea'cn verse of the song , whilst t he wh ole group joins in 

the re t'rains , clapping .heir hands , s tamping the feet, ratt l ing 

the rattle s and stri king t he ' t i ngos ' a l l to correct time and 

rytnem 

9. OUTDOORI.NG. 
Dr 

outdooringAthe drumming s ociety is preceeded by "hree or 

f our i ntensive full - dre ssed r ehearsals in the evenings. For obvi ous 

rea sons , spectat ors out s ide the clan-group are not allowed at t hese 

r eheallsals • 
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, 
Otl the day of the full day.light perl ormance, the whole society 

gathers at an outskirt of the town juS, before ~ dawn. with palm 

leaves and branches of trees, a procession Ior an hour or two 

is formed through ,he principal streets of the town or village. 

This is to announce to the communit;y .hat "Great things" would 

Dbppen in the afternoon. 

l<ull perf ormance begins in the early afternoon in ~he clan's 

~: open of meetings. !t is an occas10n lor all participants, 

especially the young women to dress in ~heir very Dest and to 

provide themselves with three 01" four changes of c.l.othes. These 

~re kept in a near-by houae. 

Two performances a week Ior 4 weeks are uormally put up. 

And, as has already been observed, ~ne purpose uf an" AhiaV!~ is to 

provide opportunities for T~creation for the young and old alike. 

:But for ~:-A :'C'ung unmarried people of the clan, it is. a paramount 
lilic 

, opportunity for finding or s~lecting ones Hfl partners. It is the 

greatest occasion in the social li fe of the clan, and the elderly , 

people do all thev can to encourage and promote it, n.t merely 

for the plea sur'" it, affords, but for the purpose of seeing their 

sons and daughters get married . 

Tre "Ahiavu" drumming and dancing is held generally during 

the Christmas and Easter seasons . The interval between one season's 
tf.,t.lo-

pe rformance and ,,6.Rflther is normally five or seven years. During" 

this inte~al those who were young at a previous meeting of the 

society come of age to be wanting to pair off. No wonder then 

that the young men B1 and women of the clan press for resusci­

tation of the society when the tillE comes. And one can imagine 

wihh what zeal and zest they work to prepare for it, by providing 

themselves with clothes and other fineries, very much to the 

amusement and mixed admiration and happy reminiscences of the 

old. 

SOlIE of 

management of 

the most outstandinll: lIEn at organisation and 
Ooc.4~hu 

drummiDg"in the area are: Tsise Gamadeku, now 

Awalogomefia Atiane and Asinyo Dogba.and-~. Tsise stands 



head and shoulders above all others in the area, and in his own 

sphere of romantic compositions is unsurpassed by any in the 
Altl'c.l .. 

!\eta District. Ris only rival is Akpalu of Anpko ... speCialises-

in composition s for death and funeral ceremonies, and appeals more 

to the feminine tham the robust masculine feelings of people. 

Here is an example of Tvise's composition: 

• 

,. 

AVU. lato Ia gblo miafe vu nya 
Ne miesi Ie bobo ka la di ° mizo va dzeke nezo va 
Kale wo oda megbea afe 0 
Resino Yegbe di tsa yi abeawo dzi 
Ekpona amea dewo do to lIE 
Ameadeke metsoa atakupe mina 0 

miawoe nye kinikini kini tso gbe 
Mieto gbe la de mano te 0 
AvlillE za mesu ne dza naye togbo 
Nyehawo mido _dzi. ne ne ku avawoxli la di. 

That fool has talked a lot of disparaging things about us 
When you hear it, you would shout with grief , 
0. come on now, my braves, COIlE forward ; 
No war-brave ever re.fuses to return hOIlE. 
When songster Yegbe travelled abroad • 

-,0 he saw some people organising a drumming ~. 
Nobody ever swallows a ginger seed whole ; 
We a re truely lions scowling the bush , 
When we do 80, no bther animal dares sh ow his head . 
When tillE for going down into tre grave 
is not yet come, it is unnecessary to offer 
up sacrifices. 
My comrades, keep B&¥t heart , 
When I die there will be a great unre s t • 
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1. HIS10RY _ 

TrarJitional historv shol·'s chat thp yeta - Somes in 

conjuJ1('tion wlth the other Ewe tril:les livecl i n the hagins of the 

Niger and Benue Rivers several hundred years ago. 

At one tirne they lived at Ketu, but later on moved to . 

Notsie in !ahorne. There they lived with the Fos, the ADIos, the 

Bes, and Agus. They left Notsie in about 1670 and moved west"'ards. 

They founded and settled in Keta during the early 18th century. 

But, as a result of the Keta War of 1?84 they removed and settled 

in their present home in 1805, that is almost a century ago. The 

hnlos who had lived with the · Avenors at Korvime late r founded 

Anloga just about the same time as the Ketas had founded Keta. 

In an agreement with the British Government on 2nd December 

1879 the Keta-Somes acknowledged the territorial jurisdiction 

of the English Government and have remained British ever since. 

2. GEOGRAPHY.-

The area which is in the ~outh-eastern corner of the 

Trans-Volta-Togoland Region of the Gold Caast is about 160 square 

miles and holds a population of about 15,000. 

Its climatic condition or daily weather is like the rest 

bf the West African Region. During the months of May to October, 

the inter-tropical front is well north of the area, and comes 

r under the influence of a considerable depth of the moist south­

westerly winds which blow from the Gulf of Guinea . Those months 

constitute the major rainy season calle d Ada or Masa. In the .. 
remainder of the year the north-easterlies predominate. Except 

for the emaIl rains from mid-October to December, - which is the 

Kele season - the rest of the year is dry. The dry north-east 

wind called the Harmattan is its noticeable feature. 

The vegetation is sparse grassland. The coconut palm 
~in<:e 

which has been irtroduced into the area i£ the early 19th century 

covers the area like a thick forest. 

The people are mainly fishermen , weavers of local r.loths 
... ". t-"d~-~. The methods of fishing chiefly in use are by the 

se ine nets, the drag nets, the set nets and traps. All the nets 
are subject to legislative control under the Fisheries 



(Ame ndme n t ) Regul at i m . • ons. lhe, two fJ. shJ. ng s eas ons are August _ 

I:.e cembe r and Januar y - 11"arch or earl y April. Al most the whole of 

the catc h is preserved b k' Y smo J.ng. Thi s is done by the women I.ho 

a r e great t raders in fish. The Keta-So~ cloth i s everywhere famous 

for its beautiful patterns. The thread for the c l oths are bought 

in the shops of Keta. Hausas and Fantis a r e the c l oth weaver's 

customers. 

3. SOCIAL ORGANISATION AND STRUCTURE. 

The soc i al organisation of the people is based on three 

lIBin Divisions called Awalogowo. Within the Division, the 

organisation is in s ub-di visions, a nd within each or kinship group 

in clans. 

The Fia who comes from a Ruling Family or clan does not 

succeed to the stool by right of primogineture. A chief is not 

a despot in his Di vi sion, but a strictly constitutional ruler. 

The Awalogomefiawo and Dufiawo all owe allegiance to him and 

he in turn to them. 

4. LAND Tl!:NUIlli. 

Broadly speaking the whole of the land in the area is stool 

land in the peculiar sense that it was given to the Paramount Stool 

at, the time of the resettlemert of the people . But the Paramount 

Stool's right over it bas been delegated to t he kinship groups and 

clans. Individual rights of lands are now very common. 
1 
l \ Land in the area can no., be transferred by sale or grant. i ~uccession to land and other properties is now i n the patrilineal. 
I 
• .. 5. RELIGION AND EDUCATION. 

Themajority of the people are animists , though they 

believe in the exi stence of a supreme God which the y call Mawu. 

Their nat i onal god s or minor deities are Xebieso, Ana and yewe. 

They are worshippers of ancest~~l spirits and the need to 

propitiate the spirit of their ancestors is of great significance 

to them. Ac tivities of Christian Mission Bodies in th~ area are 

vigorous. The two p ri nc i pa l ones being the A.11.E.Zion and the 

Roman Catholic. These l~ssion Bodies have established schools 

and 118.ve since the l atter 19th century been re sponsible for 

providing educat i onal f ac ili ties for the people. 
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Primary and 11iddle Schools a,re the only educa ti onal facili tie s 

p rovi ded in the area. There ar" TO Government owned schools . 

The educational work of the ll!issions and Churches is being 

appreciated by the peopl e. The accelerated development plan for 
0.\",,6 

education and its adjunct the fee-f r ee primary education which ~ 

tc provide a six-year basic primary course for all children at 
of. ~lcl"en 

public expense has resulted in a large increase in the enrolment ~ 
\ ... 
M the schools. 

6. GOVERN~1ENT . 

l'he centre of administration in thewst ,.,as the Native 

Authority. It was the Indirect System of rule, where the 

administration was centred i11 the Traditional Rul ers. 

The present system is based upon the ,rule of the people 

themselves through the universal adult sUfferage and the vote of 

the ballot box. But sight has not been lost of the Traditional 

element. The Government is a mixture of the old and new, and a 

further responsibility of the people themselves for the provision 

of their own amenities through direct taxation . 

7. LEISlJRh; THE ACTIVI TIES. 

The community life of the people is influenced a great deal 

by lei$ure time pursuits such as drumming a nd dancing. They dance 

in sorrow and in joy. Other recreationa l a ctivities a re the games 

of 'ludo' for men as well as women, the 'aditata' for old women 

'and la tidada' for the young men. The two latter games are fast 
~ 

losing popularity. 

8. CONCLUSION. 

The peop],e do not view themselves as an isolation in the 

changing Gold Coast, and though their over-a ll material progress 

is not spectacular, yet they are moving abreast with the political 

changes taking place in the country now. And though they are not 

d ivorced from the old s ocia l concepts and contacts, yet their 

outlook on life is not narrow. They take great interest and 

advantages of the educational f acilities provided in the area and 

send their children reddily to school. There are no social 

p r oblems such as une mployment, child delinquency or other mal­

social adjustments. C' 



Ibl> 

Tmre are no housing problems', and though the majority of their 

houses are poor, yet everyone finds a room to sleep in at night. 

The regular visits of the Information Departmentf! Cinema is all-'ays 

a welcolIE addition to their ot'her diversions. 

Their attitude to work is as robust as it has been b e fore , 

and there is enough for everyone to do to earn his living. 
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Appendix. ii 
I 

COST OF LIVING . 

Annual Average Mar ket Prices of Selected 

Items of Loc'al Produce in Keta- Some. 

-
\ rood Constituent Commodity Cost 

- Oassava - fresh .. ,. .......... 6d for 3 tubers 

n - garri Id n a cigarette tin ............ 
Sf ARCH FOOD 

Pl antain ......... ... 1/- n 6 fingers 
- Sweet Potato 6d " 6 · ........... 

Groundnut ..... ....... 2d .. a cigarette tin 
PROTEIN rOOD 

Beans Id " n " II · ........... 
~~. 

1/3d Palm Oil · ........... a bottle -
HTS Palm Kernel · ........... 1/6 " II 

Coconut Oil 2/-
n II 

~ ........... 

Garden Eggs · ........... Id for 4 
~ 

Okros · ........... Id 11 6 

~IfABLES 
Onions small Id " 6 - · ........... 
Pepper - dried · ............ 3d " a cigarette tin 

~ !romatoes - medim ........... Id " 1 

Bananas ............ Id " 3 

Oranges .......... . . Id II 1 

lUTTS . 
pawpaws 2d II 1 

:::::: :::: ::1 Pine-Apples 6d " 1 

sugar-cane 3d " 5 feet. ............ 



INCOME GROUP 

FISHERMEN I CLOTH - REAVER 

FARMERS 
fa) Coconut 

b) Food- cro-ps 

ilILORS 

'ITHS 

INCOME ANALYSIS OF THE MAI N 

OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS IN KETA - SOME 

er month 

57- £7: 10. 

5/6 £8: 5. 

2/8d. £4: 

2/6d. : £3. 15: , 
I 

I 
5/- £7: l-O: 

3/6 £5: 

8/- 1£12' 

6/-

REMARKS. 

(During season, the fisherman's intake 
(is between £8: and £10: But in the 
(Off-season he practically earns mothing. 

(The average cloth-weaver weaves 3 
(cloths a month. A cloth on the 
(aver~ge costs £2: 15: 

(Cocomut is pecked 4 times a year. 
(Average number of trees owned by each 
(farmer's 100. 
(Each pi}king sells out at £12: That 
(is £4 a month. 

(A food - crop farmer owning about 4 
(or 5 acres of land reaps in the two 
(farming seasons of the year about 
(£45 worth of corn and cassava. 

(The average intake of tailors both 
(men and women is between £6 and £8 a 
(month. The women tailors are fewer 
I (than the men. But they have more 
(apprentices generally and therefore 

(earn more income 

(The number of carpenters is not great. 
(The demand for furniture in the area is 

(small. 

There is alwavs plent" ~I"r)c f'nr E. 
mBsons t~ ~n in the q~e~ ~ huild-

ings are often 1,0' '1 

During the rhT'i cot-TTl"- ~ ~al~ ,?I'" ctA-r ge~C''''nR 

the in+,~e 0f' the Goli-~mit~ 's hiah. 
It is as high as 1'1/- a day. ""'1+ ip the 
of'f-season he parely ...;etR 3/- '3. dRY. 
Hi s <lvera,,'e i'1.come is "etween ')'/6 and 

6/- a ""'I". 
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