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famine. It was told me by a certaine Nobleman of Fez, 
that there were ten persons, who being desirous to see the 
wonders of this pit, and being prepared for the same 
purpose, went first three of them downe, ,who when they 
were come to the foresaid foure doors, two of them went 
one way, & the third went alone another way. And'being 
thus divided, after they had proceeded almost a quarter of 
a mile, there came great swarmes of Bats flying about 
their lights, insomuch that one light was put out; at 
length being come to the springing fountaines, they found 
there certaine white bones of men, and five or sixe Candles, 
whereof some were new, and others were old and worne 
with long lying there: but having found nothing but 
water in the said Fountaines, they returned backe againe the 
same way that they came: and they had scarce gone halfe 
way, but their owne light also was blowen out with a 
sudden blast. Afterward seeking earnestly up and downe, 
and being weary of many falles that they caught among 
the Rockes, they found that there was no hope of returne : 
wherefore in this desperate case committing themselves 

. with teares into the hands of God, they vowed, i f they 
once escaped this danger, never to adventure any more. 
They that stood at the Caves mouth being ignorant of 
their companions mishap, expected their returne, and 
having staid over long, at length they let downe themselves 
by the rope, and began with lights to seeke their fellowes, 
making a great noisg, and at length found them heavy 
and sad. But the third, who was wandring up and downe 
those dark places, they could by no meanes finde, where­
fore leaving him, they returned foorth of the Cave. And 
he that was left behind heard at length a noyse like the 
barking of little dogges, and shaping his course toward 
them, he found immediately foure strange, and (as it should 
seeme) new-borne beasts, after which followed the 
*Damme, being not much unlike to a shee-wolfe, saving 
that she was bigger: wherefore hee began exceedingly to 
feare; howbeit, there was no danger, tor being about to 
flee, the beast came towards him, fawning gently upon 
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him with her taile. And so at length, after long seeking, 
he found the holes mouth with great joy, and escaped the 
danger: for within a while he said, that he began to see 
some glimmeriqg of light, as they doe which have long 
been in the darke. But after a certaine time this Cave 
was filled with water up to the top. 

Cunaigel Gherben, standeth very neere the former, and 
is full of Woods and Lions. Here is no Citie, nor any 
other place of habitation, perhaps by reason of the extreme 
coldnesse of the place. From this Mountaine runneth a 
certaine little River , and here is a Rocke of an exceeding 
height, whereupon keepe infinite swarmes of Crowes and 
Ravens, which some thinke to have been the occasion of 
the name of this Mountaine. Sometime the terrible 
Northerly winds bring such abundance of Snow upon this 
Mountaine, that such as travell from Numidia towards 
Fez loose their lives thereby, as hath been signified in 
the first Booke. Every Summer, the Arabians next 
inhabiting, being called Beni E ssen, usually resort unto 
this Mountaine, in regard of the coole water and pleasant 
shadowes, notwithstanding they know it to bee haunted 
with great store of Lions and Leopards. 

There lyeth a way neere the Towne of Umen Giunaibe, 
which a man may not passe without dancing and leaping, 
unlesse he will fall into an Ague: the certainty whereof I 
have heard many avouch. 

The Inhabitants are a most lewde and villanous genera­
tion, being wholly addicted to theft and robberie. They 
are at continuall dissension with the Arabians, and practise 
daily mischiefes and inconveniences against them, and to 
the end they may provoke them to greater furie, they 
will sometimes throw their Camels downe headlong from 
the top of some high Mountaine. In these Mountaines 
there happeneth a certain strange and incredible matter, 
for there are Serpents so familiar with men, that at dinner­
time they wil come like Dogs and Cats, and gather up the 
crums under the Table, neither will they hurt any body, 
unlesse they bee offered some injurie. [§. IIII. 
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§. IIlI. 
Th e most remarkable things of John Leo, in his 

fourth Booke of the Historie of Africa. 

Kingdome beginneth Westward from the 'Rivers 
of Zha and Muluia: Eastward it bordereth upon 
the great River, Southward upon the Desart of 

Numidia, and Northward upon the Mediterran Sea. T his 
Region was called by the Romans, Cresaria, and was by 
them inhabited: howbeit, after the Romans were expelled, 
it was fully possessed by the ancient Governours thereof, 
called Beni Habdulguad, and being a generation of the 
Family of Magraua. And it remained unto them and 
'their successors three hundred yeeres, un till such time as 
a certaine mighty man, called Ghamrazen, the sonne of 
Zeijen, tooke possession thereof. His posteritie changing 
at length their ancient name, were called Beni Zeijen, that 
is, the Sons of Zeijen: and they enjoyed this Kingdome 
for the space almost of three hundred and eighty yeares, 
At length the Kings of Fez of the Marin Family greatly 
molested them, so that those ten Kings which succeeded 
Zeijen were some of them unfortunate in battell, some 
slaine, some taken Captive, and others expelled their King­
dome, and chased to the next Mountaines. Neither were 
they free from vexation of the Kings of Tunis: howbeit, 
the Kingdome of Telensin remained still to this Familie, 
and they continued in peace for almost an hundred and 
twenty yeares, being endamaged by no forren power; 
saving that one Abu Feris King of Tunis, and his sonne 
Hutmen, made them to pay tribute for certaine yeares 
unto Tunis, till the decease of the said Hutmen. This 
Kingdome stretcheth in length hom East to West three 
hundred and eighty miles; but in breadth hom North to 
South, that is, from the Mediterran sea, to the Desarts of 
Numidia not above five and twenty miles : which is the 
occasion that it is so often oppressed by the Arabians 
inhabiting the Numidian Desarts. The Kings of Telensin 
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have alwaies en devoured by great gifts to gaine the good 
will and friendship of the Numidians, but they could Numidians 
never satisfie their insatiable covetice. A man shall covetise. 

seldome travell. safely through this Kingdome: howbeit, 
here are great store of Merchants, perhaps either because 
it adjoyneth to Numidia, or else for that the way to the 
land of Negros lieth through it. It hath two most 
famous and frequented Haven-townes, the one called 
* Horam, and the other * Marsa Elcabir, whither use to 
resort great store of Genoueses, and Venetians. But 
afterward both these Townes were taken by Don Ferdi­
nando the Catholike King, to the great inconvenience of 
all this Kingdome: for which cause the King then 
reigning, called Abuchemmeu, was expelled his Kingdome, 
and put to flight by his owne subjects: afterward 
Abuzeijen was restored to the Kingdome, who had for 
certaine yeares been imprisoned by his Nephew Abuchem-
meu: howbeit, he enjoyed the Kingdome but a very short 

"Or Oran. 
"Or Mena/­
cabir. 

space: for he was at length miserably slaine by Barbarossa [II. vi . 8 I I.] 
the Turke, who conquered the Kingdome of Tremizen by 
force of warre. Whereof Abuchemmeu, that was expelled A buchemmeu 
by his owne subJ· ects, having intelligence, sent to crave aide King of Tre-

mizen, 
of the Emperour Charles the fifth, whereby he hoped to restored to his 
recover his Kingdome. Which request being granted, he Killgdome by 
levied a puissant Armie, and made warre against Bar- the Emperot· 
barossa, and having driven him out, he recovered his J;r1es the 
Kingdome, and severely punished them that had conspired i . 

his banishment. And then he gave the Spanish souldiers 
their pay, sent the Captaines home with great rewards, 
and allowed Charles the Emperour a large yearely revenue 
so long as he lived. After his decease succeeded his 
brother Habdulla, who neglecting the league made before 
betweene the Emperor and his brother, and relying upon 
Solyman the great Turke, refused to pay any more tribute 
unto the Emperour Charles, and hath kept possession of 
the Kingdome, till * this present. The greater part of this ~I 526. 
Region is untilled, drie, and barren, especially towards the 
South. Howbeit, the sea coast is somewhat more fertill. 
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The territorie adjacent to the Citie of Telensin is full of 
woods, saving that the Westerne part towards the Sea is 
mountainous. Likewise, the Regions of Tenez and Alger 
containe Mountaines abounding with aU kind of com­
modities . In this part are but few Cities and Castles ; 
howbeit, it is a most fruitfull and blessed place, as w·e will 
hereafter declare in particular. 

The Desal't of This barren, dry, and untilled Desart, being utterly 
AGngad. 'I' destitute of W ater and Wood, is situate upon the 

reat ftore 0 W ti · f h K' d f T l' d Oftriches. esterne rontler 0 t e mg ome 0 e ensm, an 
extendeth in length fourescore, and in breadth almost 
fiftie miles. Here are great store of Roes, Deere, and 
Ostriches. 

The Citie 
called Ned 
Roma. 

The great 
Citie of 
Te!enJin, 
otherwiJe 
called 
Tremizen. 

This ancient Towne built by the Romans, while they 
were Lords of Africa, standeth upon a large Plaine, almost 
two miles from a certaine Mountaine, and about twelve 
miles from the Mediterran Sea, and neere unto it runneth 
a little River. The Historiographers of those times 
report, that this Towne was in all respects built after the 
fashion of Rome, whereupon they say, it borrowed the 
name: for Ned in the Arabian tongue signifieth, like. 
The Wall of this Towne is as yet to be seene: but all the 
ancient buildings of the Romans are so destroyed, that 
now there scarcely remaine any ruines thereof. It began 
in some places to be repaired and reedified anew, but 
nothing comparable to the former buildings. The fields 
adjacent are exceeding fruitfull, and containe many Gardens 
replenished with such trees as beare Carobs (being a fruite 
like unto Cassia Fistula) which in the Suburbs they use for 
food. This Towne is indifferently well inhabited, 
especially with Weavers, who make great store of Cotton-
cloth, and are free from all tribute. 

Telensin, is a great Citie, and the Royall seate of the 
King; and then it was an honourable and well-governed 
Citie : howbeit, Joseph King of Fez continually molested 
it, and with an huge Armie besieged it for seven yeares 
together. This Joseph having built a Fort upon the East 
side of the Towne, put the besieged Citizens to such 
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distresse, that they could no longer endure the extreme 
famine: wherefore with one accord they all went unto 
their King, beseeching him to have compassion upon their 
want. The Kjng, to make them acquainted with his 
daintie fare, which he had to supper, shewed them a dish 
of souden Horse-flesh and Barly. And then they well 
perceived, how little the Kings estate was better then the 
estate of the meanest Citizen of them all. So one after 
the King having procured an assembly, perswaded his 
people that it was much more honourable to die in battell 
for the defence of their Countrie, then to live so miserable 
a life. 'Which words of the King so inflamed all their 
minds to the battell, that the day following they resolved 
to encounter the enemie, and valiantly to fight it out. 
But it fell out farre better for them then they expected; 
for the same night King Joseph was slaine by one of his 
owne people: which newes being brought unto the 
Citizens, with greater courage they marched all out of the 
Towne, easily vanquishing and killing the confused multi­
tude of their enemies; after which unexpected victorie, 
they found victuals sufficient in the enemies Campe to 
relieve their long and tedious famine. About fortie yeares 
after, the fourth King of Fez of the Marin Familie, called 
Abulhesen, built a Towne within two miles Westward of 
the Citie of Telensin. Then hee besieged Telensin ,for 
thirty moneths together, making daily and fierce assaults 
against it, and every night erecting some new Fort, so 
that at length the Fezzan forces next unto Telensin easily 
entred the Citie, and having conquered it, carried home 
the Kin? thereof Captive unto Fez, where he was by the The K~ng of 
K· F b h d d d h' k r h Telenstntaken mg 0 ez e ea e ,an IS car ase was cast IOrt . d 

h fil h f h C·· d h' h d pruonel', an among t e tot e !tIe: an t IS was t e secon and beheaded. 
the greater damage that Telensin sustained. After the 
decay of the Marin Familie Telensin began in many places 
to bee repaired, and replenished with new inhabitants, 
insomuch that it increased to twelve thousand Families. 
Here each Trade and Occupation hath a peculiar place, 
after the manner of Fez, saving that the buildings of Fez 
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are somewhat more stately. Here are also many, and 
beal1tifull Temples, having their Mahumetan Priests and 
Preachers. Likewise here are five Colledges most sumptu­
ously built, some by the King of Telensin, and some by 
the King of Fez. Here also are store of goodly Bathes 
and Hot-houses, albeit they have not such plentie of 
water as is at Fez. Also here are very many Innes built 
after the manner of Africa: unto two of which Innes the 
Merchants of Genoa and Venice doe usually resort. 

A great part of this Citie is inhabited with Jewes, who 
were in times past all of them exceeding rich: upon their 
heads they weare a * Dulipan, to distinguish them from 
other Citizens: but in the yeare of the Hegeira 923. upon 
the death of King Abuhabdilla, they were all so robbed 
and spoyled, that they are now brought almost unto 
beggerie. Moreover, in this Citie there are many Con­
duits, the Fountaines whereof are not farre from the Citie 
walles, so that they may easily be stopped by any forren 
Enemie. The Citie wall is very high and impregnable, 
having five great Gates upon it, at everie one of which 
there is placed a guard of Souldiers, and certaine Receivers 
of the Kings Custome. On the South-side of the Citie 
standeth the Kings Palace, environed with most high 
Walls, and containing many other Palaces within it, which 
are none of them destitute of their Fountaines and 
pleasant Gardens: This Royall Palace hath two Gates, 
one leading into the Fields, and the other into the Citie, 
and at this Gate standeth the Captaine of the Guard. 
The Territorie of Telensincontaineth most pleasant 
habitations, whither the Citizens in Summer-time use to 
retire themselves: for besides the beautifull Pastures and 
cleare Fountaines, there is such abundance of all kind of 
fruits to delight both the eyes and taste, that to my 
remembrance I never saw a more pleasant place: their 
Figges they use to drie in the Sunne, and to keepe untill 
Winter: and as for Almonds, Peaches, Melons, and Pome­
citrons, they grow here in great plentie. Three miles 
Eastward of this Citie are divers Mills upon the River of 
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Sefsif; and some other there are also not far from the 
Citie upon the Mountaine of Elcalha. The South part 
of the Citie is inhabited by Jewes, Lawyers, and Notanes : 
here are also very many Students, and Professors of divers 
Arts, which have maintenance allowed them out of the five 
forenamed Colledges. The Citizens are of foure sorts, 
to wit, some Artificers, some Merchants, other Schollers 
and Doctors, and all the residue Souldiers. The Mer­
chants are men most just, trustie, liberall, and most zealous 
of the common good, who for the most part exercise 
traffique with the Negros. The Artificers. live a secure, 
quiet, and merrie life. The Kings Souldiers being all of 
a comely personage, and of great valour, receive verie 
large and liberall pay, for they are monthly allowed three 
pieces of the Gold-coyne of Telensin, which are worth 
three Italian Duckats, and one second part. All Students 
before they attaine to the degree of a Doctor, live a bare 
and miserable life: but having attained thereunto, they 
are made either Professors, or Notaries, or Priests. The 
Citizens and Merchants of this Citie are so neate & curious 
in their apparel, that somtimes they excel the Citizens of 
Fez in braverie. 

A Wonder it is to see how stately and magnificently the 
King of Telensin behaveth himselfe: for no man may see 
him, nor be admitted to parle with him, but onely the 
principall Nobles of his Court, each one of whom are 
assigned to beare Offices according to their place and 
dignitie. In this Court are sundry Offices and dignities, 
and the Kings Lieutenant being principall Officer, allotteth 
unto each one such places of dignitie, as may bee cor­
respondent to their honour: and this Lieutenant levieth 
the Kings Armies, and sometime conducteth them against 
the Enemie. The second Officer is the Kings chiefe 
Secretarie, who writeth and recordeth all things pertaining 
to the King. The third is the High Treasurer, who is 
bound by his Office to receive Tributes and Customes. 
The fourth is the Kings Dispensator or Almoner, who 
bestoweth such liberalitie as the King vouchsafeth. The 
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fifth, is the Captaine of the Kings Guard, who so often as 
any Nobles are admitted to the Kings presence, conducteth 
the guarde unto the Palace Gate. Then are there other 
meaner Officers, as namely, the Master of the Kings 
Stable, the Over-seer of his Saddles and :;tirrops, and his 
Chiefe Chamberlaine, who giveth attendance onely at such 
times as any Courtiers are admitted unto the Kings 
audience. For at other times the Kings Wives, with 
certaine Christian Captives, and Eunuche.s doe performe 
that dutie. The King sometimes in sumptuous and 
costly apparell rideth upon a stately Steed richly trapped 
and furnished. In riding hee observeth not much pompe, 
nor many ceremonies; neither indeed doth hee carrie so 
great a traine; for you shall scarcely see a thousand 
Horsemen in his company, except perhaps in time of 
Warre, when as the Arabians and other people give 
attendance. His dominions are but slenderly inhabited: 
howbeit, because the way from Europe to lEthiopia lieth 
through his Kingdome, he reapeth much benefit by the 
wares that passe by, especially since the time that Oran was 
surprised by the Christians. 

Hubbed containeth store of Inhabitants, who are for 
the most part Dyers of Cloath. In this Towne was buried 
one Sidi Bu Median, being reputed a man of singular 
holinesse, whom they adore like a God, ascending up to 
his Monument by certaine steps. Here is likewise a 
stately Colledge, and a faire Hospitall to entertaine 
strangers in; both which were built by a King of Fez of 
the Marin Family, as I find recorded upon a certaine 
Marble stone. 

The Plaine of Batha was utterly destitute of Inhabitants, 
till a certaine Hermite with his followers, whom they 
reverenced as a man of singular holinesse, repaired thither. 
This Hermite in short time grew so rich in Oxen, Horses, 
and other Cattell, that no man almost throughout the 
whole Region was comparable unto him. Neither he nor 
his followers pay any tribute at all, when as notwithstanding 
(as I heard of his Disciples) he reapeth yearely eight 
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thousand bushels of Corne, and at this time possesseth 
five hundred Horses, tenne thousand small Cattell, and 
two thousand Oxen; and besides all the former hath 
yearely sent unto him from divers parts of the world foure 
or five thousand Duckats: so greatly hath the fame of 
his false holines spread over all Africa and Asia. Disciples 
he hath to the number of five hundred, whom hee main­
taineth at his owne cost: neither imployeth he them to 
ought else, but daily to read a few prayers: for which 
cause many resort unto him, desiring to be of the number 
of his Disciples, whom after he hath instructed in certaine 
Ceremonies, he sendeth them thither from whence they 
first came. He hath about an hundred Tents pitched, 
whereof some are for strangers, others for Shepheards, and 
the residue for his owne Family. This holy Heremite 
hath foure wives, and a great many women-slaves, wearing 
most sumptuous apparell. His sonnes likewise have their 
wives and Families: insomuch that the whole Familie of 
this Heremite and of his sonnes containeth five hundred 
persons. He is greatly honoured by all the Arabians, and 
by the King of Telensin himselfe. My selfe was once 
desirous to trie what manner of man this Heremite was: 
and for three dayes I was entertained by him in the most 
secret places of his habitation, where amongst other things, 
he shewed me certaine Bookes intreating of Art-Magique, 
and of Alchymie: and hee endevoured by all meanes to 
perswade me, that Magique was a most true and undoubted 
Arte, whereby I perceived that himselfe was a Magician, 
albeit he never used nor regarded the Arte, except it were 
in invocating of God by certaine names. 

Oran containing about sixe thousand Families, and 
built many yeeres agoe by the Africans upon the Medi­
terran Sea shoare, is distant from Telensin an hundreth 
and fortie miles. Heere may you see great store of 
stately buildings, as namely of T@mples, Colledges, 
Hospitals, Bath-stoves, and Innes. The Towne is com­
passed with most high and impregnable walles, having on 
the one side a faire plaine, and on the other side divers 
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Mountaines. The greatest part of the Inhabitants were 
Weavers, and the residue lived of their yeerely Revenues. 
The Territorie of this Towne yeeldeth but small store of 
Corne, so that the Townesmen make aU their bread of 
Barley: howbeit, they are most courteous and friendly to 
all strangers. This Towne was greatly frequentea with 
Merchants of Catalonia, and of Genoa : and one street 
thereof is at this present called, the streete of the 
Genoueses. They were at perpetuall enmitie with the 
King of Telensin, neither would they ever accept of any 
Governour, but one which received the King~ Tribute. 
But the Townsmen chose one of their chiefe Burgo­
masters to judge of Cases Civil and Criminall. The 
Merchants of the Towne, maintained at their owne costs, 
certaine Foists and Brigandines of warre, which committed 
many Piracies upon the coast of Catalonia, Gevisa, 
Majorica, and Minorica, insomuch, that Oran was full of 
Christian Captives. Afterward, Don Ferdinando King 
of Spaine encountring Oran with a great Armada, deter­
mined to release the said Christians out of Captivitie : but 
he had very hard successe. Howbeit, within a few 
moneths after being ayded by the Biscaines and the 

Orantakenby Cardinall of Spaine, he tooke Oran. For the Moores 
the Spaniards. issuing foorth with great furie upon the Christians armie, 

left the Towne utterly destitute of Souldiers, which the 
Spaniards perceiving, began to assayle the Towne on the 
other side; where being resisted by none but by women, 
they had easie entrance. Whereupon the Moores seeing 
.the Christians Banners advanced upon their wals, they 
returned backe into the Towne, and were there put to 
so great a slaughter, that few of them escaped. Thus was 
Oran taken by the Spaniards in the yeere of Mahumet his 
Hegeira 916. 

The Town~ qf Mersalcabir in the Moores language signifieth, a great 
Mma/cabtr. or large Haven; for I thinke there is not the like Haven 

to be found in the whole world besides : so that here 
infinite numbers of Ships and Gallies may finde most 
safe harbour in any tempestuous weather. Hither the 
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Venetians ships made often resort, when they perceived 
any tempest to approach: and from hence they would cause 
all their wares to be transported to Oran in other vessels. 
This Towne also was at length taken by the Spaniards as 
well as Oran. 

Bresch standeth many miles distant from Mustuganin. 
It containeth great store of Inhabitants, which are many 
of them Weavers. The people of this Towne use to 
paint a blacke crosse upon their cheeke, and two other 
blacke crosses upon the Palmes of their hands: and the 
like custome is observed by all the Inhabitants of the 
Mountaines of Alger, and Bugia: the occasion whereof is 
thought to be this, namely, that the Gothes when they 
first began to invade these Regions, released all those from 
paying of Tribute (as our African Historiographers 
affirme) that would imbrace the Christian Religion. But 
so often as any Tribute was demaunded, every man to 
eschew the payment thereof, would not sticke to professe 
himselfe a Christian : wherefore it was then determined, 
that such as were Christians indeed, should be distinguished 
from others by the foresaid crosses. At length the Gothes 
being expelled, they all revolted unto the Mahumetan 
Religion ; howbeit, this custome of painting crosses 
remained still among them nei ther doe they know the 
reason thereof. Likewise the meaner sort of people in 
Mauritania use to make such crosses upon their faces, as 
we see used by some people of Europe. 

Sersell, built by the Romanes upon the Mediterran Sea, 
was afterward taken by the Gothes; and lastly by the 
Mahumetans. The wall of this Towne is exceeding high, 
strong, and stately built, and containeth about eight miles 
in circuit. In that part of the Towne next unto the 
Mediterran Sea, standeth a most beautifull and magnificent 
Temple built by the Romanes, the inward part whereof 
consisteth of Marble. 

Gezeir, in the Moores language signifieth an nand, 
which name is thought to have beene given unto this 
Citie, because it lyeth neere unto the nes of Majorica, 
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l\1;in0rica, and Jeviza: howbeit, the Spaniards call it Alger. 
It was founded by the Africans of the Family of Mesgana, 
wherefore in old time it was called by the name of Mes­
gana. It is a large Towne, containing -Families to the 
number of foure thousand, and is environed with most 
stately and impregnable walles. The buildings thereof 
are very Artificiall and sumptuous : and every trade and 
occupation hath heere a severall place. Innes, Batb-stoves, 
and Temples heere are very beautifull; but the stateliest 
Temple of a;ll standeth upon the Sea-shoare. "I'Jext unto 
the Sea there is a most pleasant walke upon that part of 
the Towne wall, which the waves of the Sea beat upon. 
In the Suburbs are many Gardens replenished with all kind 
of Fruits. On the East side of the Towne runneth a 
certaine River having many mills thereupon: and out of 
this River they draw water fit for drinke, and for the 
services of the Kitchin. It hath most beautifull Plaines 
adjoyning upon it, and especially one called Metteggia, 
which extendeth forty five miles in length, and almost 
thirty miles in breadth, and aboundeth mightily with all 
kinds of Graine. This Towne for many yeeres was subject 
unto the Kingdome of Telensin: but hearing that Bugia 
was also governed by a King, and being neerer thereunto, 
they submitted themselves unto the King of Bugia. For 
they saw that the King of Telensin could not sufficiently 
defend them against their enemies, and also that the King 
of Bugia might doe them great damage, wherefore they 
off"erd unto him a yeerely Tribute of their own accord, and 
yet remained almost free from all exaction. But certaine 
yeeres after, the inhabitants of this Citie building for 
themselves Gallies, began to play the Pirats, and greatly 
to molest the foresaid Ilands. Whereupon King Ferdi­
nando provided a mighty Armada, hoping thereby to 
become Lord of the Citie. Likewise upon a certaine high 
Rocke standing opposite against the Towne, he caused a 
strong Fort to be built, and that within Gun-shot of the 
Citie, albeit the Citie walles could not bee endamaged 
thereby. Wherefore the Citizens immediately sent Am-
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bassadours into Spaine, to crave a league for ten yeeres, 
upon conditi~)h that they should pay ~ertaine ,Yeerely 
Tribute; whIch request was granted by Kmg Ferdmando. 
And so they remained for certaine Moneths free from the 
danger of warre': but at length Barbarossa hastni.ng to the 
siege of Bugia, and having wonne one Fort bUIlt by the 
Spaniards, determined to encounter another, hoping if he 
could obtaine that also, that he should soone conquer the 
whole Kingdome of Bugia. Howbeit, all matters fell not 
out according to his expectation: for a great part of his 
Souldiers being husbandmen, when they perceived the 
time of sowing corne to approach, without any leave or 
licence they forsooke their Generall, and returned home to 
the Plough-taile. And many Turkes also did the like, so 
that Barbarossa failing of his purpose, was constrained to 
breake up the siege. Howbeit, before his departure, he 
set on fire with his owne hands twelve Gallies, which lay in 
a River but three miles from Bugia. And then with 
forty of his Souldiers, he retired himselfe to the Castle 
of Gegel, being from Bugia above sixtie miles distant, 
where hee remained for certaine dayes. In the meane 
while, King Ferdinando deceasing, the people of Alger 
released themselves from paying any more Tribute: for 
seeing Barbarossa to be a most valiant warriour, and a 
deadly enemy unto Christians, they sent for him, and chose 
him Captaine over all their Forces; who presently 
encountred the Fort, but to little effect. Afterward, this 
Barbarossa secretly murthered the Governour of the Citie 
in a certaine Bath. The said Governour was a Prince of 
the Arabians dwelling on the Plaines of Mettegia, his name 
was Selim Etteumi, descended of the Familie of Telaliba, 
and created Governour of Alger, at the same time when 
Bugia was taken by the Spaniards: this man was slaine 
by Barbarossa, after he had governed many yeeres. And 
then Barbarossa usurped the whole government of the 
Citie unto himselfe, and coined money, and this was the 
first entrance into his great and princely estate. At all 
the foresaid accidents I my selfe was present, as I travelled 
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from Fez to Tunis, and was entertained by one that was 
sen,t Ambassadour from the people of Alger into Spaine, 
from whence he brought three thousand bookes written in 
the Arabian tongue. Then I passed on to Bugia, where I 
found Barbarossa besieging the foresaid Fort: afterward 
I proceeded to Constantina, and next to Tunis. In the 
meane while I heard that Barbarossa was slaine at Tremi­
zen, and that his brother called Cairadin succeeded in the 

Thh Alger is government of Alger . . Then we heard also that the 
ifw the cage Emperour Charles the fift had sent two armies to surprize 
~ir~::~:;~ext Alger; the first whereof wa~ destro~ed upon the plaine of 
if Turkhh Alger, and the second hav1l1g assaIled the Towne three 
unchriftiall dayes together, was partly slaine, and partly taken by 
PyratJ. Barbarossa, insomuch, that very few escaped backe into 

Spaine. This was done in the yeere of the Hegeira 922. 

The lnhabitants of Medua being themselves unlearned, Medua. 

so often as any learned man comes amongst them, they 
entertaine him with great honour, and cause him to decide 
all their controversies. For the space of two moneths, 
while I remained with them, I gained above two hundred 
Ducats, and was so allured with the pleasantnesse of the 
place, that had not my dutie enforced me to depart, I had 
remained there all the resid'ue of my life. 

The Towne if Unto Temendfust belongeth a faire Haven, where the 

HT~me:.dfUJt. Ships of Alger are safely harboured, for they have no other 
IS u/JCoune H d' Th' l' 1 h if the Moun- aven so commo lOUS. IS owne was at engt 

taine! h destroyed by the Goths, and the greatest part of the wall 
omitted. of Alger was built with the stones which came from the 

wall of this Towne. 
[II. vi . 815.J §. V. 

The most remarkable things in John Leo his fifth 
Booke of the Historie of Africa, and a descrip­
tion of the Kingdomes of Bugia and Tunis. 

Ugia was subject to the King of Tunis, and albeit, 
for certaine yeares the King of Telensin was Lord 
thereof, yet was it at length recovered againe by 

the King of Tunis, who committed the Government of the 
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Citie unto one of his Sonnes, both for the tranquillitie of 
Bugia, and also that no discord might happen among his 
Sonnes after his decease. Hee left behind him three 
Sonnes, the eldest whereof was called Habdulhaziz, and 
unto him he bequeathed the Kingdome of Bugia, as is 
aforesaid: unto the second, whose name was Hutmen, hee 
left the Kingdome of Tunis: and the third called Ham­
mare, he made Governour of the Region of Dates. This 
Hammare began forth-with to wage warre against his 
Brother Hutmen, by whom beeing at length taken in the 
Towne o£ Asfacos, and deprived of both his eyes, hee 
was carryed Captive unto Tunis, where he lived many 
yeares blind: but his Brother Hutmen governed the 
Kingdome of Tunis full forty yeares. The Prince of 
Bugia beeing most loving and dutifull to his Brother, 
raigned for many yeares with great tranquillitie, till at 
length hee was by King Ferdinand of Spaine, and by the 
meanes of one Pedro de Navarra, cast out of his Kingdome. 

c. J 526. 

This ancient Citie of Bugia was built (as some think) A dtJCription 
by the Romans, upon the side of an high Mountayne, if the great 
neere unto the Mediterran Sea, is environed with wals of CitieifBugia . 

great height, and most stately in regard of their Antiquitie. 
The part thereof now peopled contayneth above eight 
thousand Families: but if it were all replenished with 
buildings, it were capeable of more then foure and twentie 
thousand Housholds, for it is of a great length. The 
Houses, Temples, and Colledges of this Citie are most 
sumptuously built. Professors of liberall Sciences heere Scholm. 
are great store, whereof some teach matters pertayning to Lawym. 
the Law, and others prof esse naturall Philosophie. N eyther PhiloJophm. 

Monasteries, Innes, nor Hospitals erected after their 
manner are he ere wanting: and their Market place is very 
large and fayre: their streetes either descend or ascend, 
which is very troublesome to them that have any businesse 
in the Towne. In that part of the Citie next unto the 
top of the Mountayne standeth a strong Castle, most 
sumptuously and beautifully walled : and there are such 
notable Letters and Pictures most artificially carved upon 
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the Playster-worke and Timber, that they are thought to 
have cost much more then the building of the wall it 
selfe. 

The Citizens were exceeding rich, and used with their 
Warlike Gallies continually to molest the Coasts of Spaine; 
which was the occasion of the utter overthrow of their 
Citie. For Pedro de Navarra was sent against them with 
a Fleet of fourteene Sayles onely. The Citizens being 
addicted wholy to pleasure and ease, and being terrified 
with the rumour of Warre, because they were never 
exercised therein, were no sooner advertised of. Pedro de 
Navarra his approch, but all of them together with their 
King betooke themselves to flight, and left their Citie 
abounding with all kind of riches and wealth, to be spoyled 
by the Spaniards, so that it was easily taken, in the yeere 
of Mahumet his Hegeira 9 I 7. Soone after Pedro de 
Navarra having sacked the Citie, built a strong Fort upon 
the Sea shoare, and repayred another which had lien a 
long time waste furnishing them both with Souldiers and 
Munition. 

The Inhabitants of Gegel, have in despight of the Kings 
of Bugia and Tunis continued alwayes free from Tribute: 
for that impregnable Mountayne can be surprized by no 
siege nor encounter of the Enemy. At length they 
yeelded themselves unto Barbarossa, who demanded none 
other Tribute of them, but onely the tenths of certaine 
Fruits and Corne. 

The Inhabitants of Necaus are very rich, liberall, and 
curious in their apparel!. Heere is an H ospitall main­
tayned at the common charges of the Towne, to entertayne 
Strapgers that passe by. Here is a Colledge also, the 
Students whereof are allowed their Dyet and apparel!. 
Neither is this Towne destitute of a most stately and 
wel-furnished Temple. Their women are white, having 
blacke haires and a most delicate skinne, because they 
frequent the Bath-stoves so often. Most of their houses 
are but of one story high, yet are they very decent, and 
have each one a Garden thereto belonging, replenished 
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with Damaske Roses, Myrtles, Cammomill, and other 
herbs and flowers, and beeing watred with most pleasant 
Fountaines. In these Gardens likewise there are most 
stately Arbours and Bowres, the coole shaddow whereof in 
Summer time IS most acceptable. 

No man can deny the Romanes to have beene Founders 
of this Citie, that shall consider the great strength, height 
and antiquitie of the wals, and how curiously they are 
beset and adorned with blacke stones. This Citie standeth 
upon the South side of an exceeding high Mountayne, 
and is ellvironed with steepe Rockes, under which Rockes 
and within the compasse whereof runneth the River called 
Sufegmare, so that the said deepe River with the Rockes 
on either side, serveth in stead of a Towne-ditch to 
Constantina. The North part is compassed with a wall 
of great thicknesse: and there are two extreme narrow 
passages onely to enter into the Citie, one on the East 
part, and another on the West. The Citie gates are very 
large and stately. The Citie it selfe contayneth above 
eight thousand Families. Buildings it hath very 
sumptuous, as namely, the Chiefe Temple, two Colledges, 
three or foure Monasteries, and other such like. Here 
every Trade and Occupation hath a severall place assigned: 
and the Inhabitants are right honest and valiant people. 
Here is likewise a great Company of Merchants, whereof 
some sell Cloth and W 0011, others send Oyle and Silke 
into Numidia, and the residue exchange Linnen-cloth and 
other Wares for Slaves and Dates. Neyther are Dates so 
cheape in allY Region of all Barbarie besides. The Kings 
of Tunis usually commit the Government of Constantina 
unto their eldest Sonnes. 

Also without the Citie stand many fayre and ancient 
buildings. About a mile and a halfe from the Citie 
standeth a certaine triumphall Arch, like unto the 
triumphall Arches at Rome, which the grosse common 
people thinke to have beene a Castle, where innumerable 
Devils remayned, which (they say) were expelled by the 
Mahumetans, when they came first to inhabit Constantina. 
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From the Citie to the River they descend by certaine 
staires hewen out of the Rocke: and neere unto the 
River standeth a little house so artificially cut out of the 
mayne Rock, that the Roofe, Pillars and Wals are all of 
one continued substance, and here the women of Constan­
tina wash their Linnen. Neere unto the Citie likewise 

Hot Bath!. there is a certaine Bath of hot water dispersing it selfe 
Snaile Devils. among the Rockes: in this Bath are great store of Snailes, 

which the fond women of the Citie call Devils: and when 
anyone falleth into a Fever or any other Disease, they 
suppose the Snailes to be the Authours thereof. And 

A fond and 
semcieuc 
Supemition. 

the on ely remedie that they can apply upon such an 
occasion, is this: first, they kill a white Hen, putting her 
into a Platter with her feathers on, and then very solemn ely 
with Wax-candles they carry her to the Bath, and there 
leave her: and many good fellowes there are, which so 
soone as the silly women have set downe their Hens at the 
Bath, will come secretly thither, and convay away the 
Hens to their owne Kitchins. Somewhat farther from 
the Citie Eastward, there is a Fountayne of extreme cold 
water, and neere unto it standeth a certaine building of 
Marble adorned with sundry Hieroglyphicall Pictures or 
Emblemes, such as I have seene at Rome, and at many 
other places of Europe. But the common people imagine 
that it was in times past a Grammar Schoole, and because 
both the Masters and Schollers thereof were most vicious, 
they were transformed (say they) into Marble. 

The ancient Bona was in ancient times called Hippo, where the 
~:::.e of Reverend ' Father Saint Augustine was once Bishop. It 
S~in~ A~gUJ- was in processe of time subdued by the Gothes, and was 
ttne In tImes afterward surprized and burnt to ashes by Hutmen the 
pa~t Bishop of third Patriarke after Mahumet. And many yeeres after 
HIppo. they built a new Towne within two miles, of the stones 

that were brought from the ruines of Bona: which new 
Towne they called Be1d Elhuneb, that is, the Citie of the 
fruit called Ziziphus or Jujuba, by reason of the great 
abundance of that fruit: the which they use to dry in the 
Sunne, and to keepe till Winter. It contayneth almost 
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three hundred Families, and all the houses and buildings 
thereof are very base, save one onely Temple which 
standeth next the Sea. The Inhabitants are all of an 
ingenuous disposition, some of them being Merchants, and 
the residue Artiians. Here is great store of Linnen-cloth 
woven, the greatest part whereof is carryed to Numidia. 

Every Friday they have neere unto the Towne wals a 
Market, which is well frequented even till night. Not 
farre from hence there is a certaine place in the Sea, 

c. 1526. 

abounding with great store of Corall: and because the Great store of 
Townesm.en know not how to fish for the same, the King Corall. 

of Tunis licensed certaine Merchants of Genoa to fish for 
it: who in regard of the continuall assaults of Pirates, 
because they could not speed of their purpose, they 
obtayned leave also of the King to build a Castle neere 
unto the place: but that the Townesmen would in no 
case permit, saying, that the Genoueses in times past tooke 
their Towne by such a wile, and that it was afterward 
recovered againe by the King of Tunis. 

Tebessa, compassed with an high wall made of such The Citie of 
stones, as are to be seene upon the Colosso at Rome: Tebma. 

neither saw I, to my remembrance, any such wals in all 
Africa or Europe; and yet the houses and other buildings 
are very base. Through part of this Citie runneth a great 
River: and in the Market, and divers other places stand 
certaine Marble Pillars, having Epigrams and Sentences 
with Latine Letters engraven upon them; there are also 
other square Pillars of Marble covered with Koofes. The 
Plaines adjacent, albeit, very dry, yet are they most fruitfull 
for Corne. Five miles from hence, grow such abundance 
of Wall-nut-trees, as you would take them to be 'Some 
thicke Forrest. Neere unto this Towne standeth a certaine 
hill fi.lll of mighty Caves, wherein the common people say, 
that Giants inhabited of old: but it is most evident, that 
those Caves were digged by the Romanes , at the same 
time, when they built the Citie: for certaine it is that the 
stones whereof the Citie wals consist, were taken out of 
those Rockes. The Inhabitants are people of a covetous, 
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inhumane, and beastly disposition; neither will they 
vO}J-chsafe to looke upon a stranger: insomuch, that 
Eldabag a famous Poet of the Citie of Malaga in Granada, 
having in his travell this way received some discourtesie, 
wrote in disgrace of Tebessa certaine SlI.tyricall Verses, 
which my selfe likewise have thought good here to set 
downe in the dispraise thereof. 

Within this place here's nought of any worth, 
Save worthlesse Nuts, which Tebessa affoords. 

Soft, I mistake, the Marble walles are worth 
Your earnest view, so are the Christall Foords : 

But hence are banisht vertues all div ine, 
The place is Hell, the People worse then Swine. 

This Eldabag was a most learned and elegant Poet in the 
Arabian Tongue, and out of measure Satyricall, and bitter 
in his invectives. But to returne to our former purpose, 
these Tebessians have alwaies rebelled against the King 
of Tunis, and have slaine all the Governours that he hath 
sent. Wherefore the King that now is, travelling upon a 
time towards Numidia, sent certaine Ambassadours into 
the Citie, to know how the Citizens stood affected towards 
him: unto whom they (in stead of God save the King) 
made answere; God save our Citie walles. Whereat the 
King waxing wroth, sacked the Citie forthwith, beheaded 
and hanged divers of the inhabitants, and made such 
havock, that ever since it hath remained desolate. This 
was done in the yeare of the Hegeira 9 I 5. 

In the Towne of Urbs, are to be seene sundry Monu­
ments of the Romans, as namely, Images of Marble, and 
every where upon the Walles are sentences in Latin letters 
engraven: the Towne Walles are most artificially and 
sumptuously built. This Towne the Gothes, being assisted 
by the Moores, surprised, when as it contained the chiefe 
treasure and wealth that the Romans enjoyed in all Africa. 
Afterward, it remained for certaine yeares desolate, being 
at length notwithstanding inhabited anew; yet so, that it 
deserveth rather the name of a Village, then of a Towne. 
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We have here given the Reader, with a small generall 
Map of Barbary and Egypt, a description of the Ruines 
of Carthage, with the Goletta and Bay of Tunis. 

The famous' and ancient City Carthage was built at 
the first by a certaine people that came out of Syria. But 
others say that it was founded by a *O!:!-eene. The African 
Chronicler Ibnu Rachich is of opinion, that it was built 
by a certaine people that came from Barca. Tripolis of 
Barbaria and Capis being taken by the Mahumetans, the 
Inhabitants of them both went unto Carthage, whither the 
principall Romans and Gothes had retired themselves, who 
endeavored by all meanes to withstand the Mahumetans: 
and after many skirmishes the Romans fled to Bona, and 
the Goths left Carthage for a pray unto the Mahumetans ; 
so that it remained desolate many yeares after, till a certaine 
Mahumetan Patriarke, called Elmahdi brought in new 
Colonies: howbeit, he could scarce furnish the twentith 
part with Inhabitants. There are to be seene at this day 
certaine ruines of the Citie walls, till you come to a deepe 
and large Cisterne. And there remaineth as yet also a 
certaine Conduit, which conveyeth water to the Citie from 
a Mountaine thirtie miles distant, being like unto the 
Conduit of the great Palace at Rome. Neere unto 
Carthage likewise are certaine great and ancient buildings, 
the description whereof is out of my remembrance. On 
the West and South part of this Citie, are divers Gardens 
replenished with all kind of fruits, which are carried from 
thence to Tunis in great abundance. The plaines 
adjoyning to this Citie are exceeding fruitfull, though not 
very large: for upon the North part thereof lieth a 
Mountaine, the Sea, and the Gulfe of Tunis: on the East 
and South parts it joyneth to the Plaines of Bensart. But 
* now this Citie is fallen into extreme decay and misery: 
iY1erchants shops there are not above twenty or five and 
twenty at the most: and all the houses of the Towne being 
scarce five hundred, are most base and beggerly. In my 
time here was a stately Temple, and a faire Colledge also, 
but no Students were therein. The Townesmen, though 
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verie miserable, yet are they exceeding proud withall, and 
seeme to pretend a great shew of Religion. And the 
greater part of them are either Gardiners or Husbandmen, 
and are grievously oppressed with the Kings daily 
exactions. . 

This Citie is called by the Latines, Tunetum, and by the 
Arabians Tunus, which name they thinke to be corrupt, 
because it signifieth nought in their language: but in old 
time it was called Tansis, after the name of a Citie in Asia. 
At the first it was a small Towne built by the Africans 
upon a certaine Lake, about twelve miles distant'from the 
Mediterran Sea. And upon the decay of Carthage, Tunis 
began to increase both in buildings and inhabitants: for 
the inhabitants of Carthage were 10th to remaine any 
longer in their owne Towne, fearing least some Armie 
would have been sent out of Europe: wherefore they 
repaired unto Tunis, and greatly enlarged the buildings 
thereof. Afterward came thither one Hucba Utmen, the 
fourth Mahumetan Patriarke, who perswaded the Citizens, 
that no Armie or Garrison ought to remaine in any Sea 

The building Townes; wherefore he built another Citie, called Cairaoan, 
ifCairaoan. being distant from the Mediterran Sea thirtie, and from 

Tunis almost an hundred miles : unto which Citie the 
Armie marched from Tunis, and in the roome thereof other 
people were sent to inhabite. About an hundred and fiftie 
yeares after, Cairaoan being sacked by the Arabians, the 
Prince thereof was expelled, and became Governour of the 
Kingdome of Bugia: howbeit, he left certaine Kinsmen of 
his at Tunis, who governed that Citie. And ten yeares 
after, Bugia was taken by Joseph, the sonne of Tesfin, who 
seeing the humanitie of the foresaid Prince, would not 
expell him out of his Kingdome : but so long as it remained 
to the said Prince and his posteritie, Joseph caused it to be 
free from all molestation. Afterward, Abdul Mumen, 

Tunis fubjecf King of Maroco, having recovered Mahdia from the 
unto Abdul- Ch' t' h ddT' d . Mumen and rIS lans, marc e towa~ UlllS, an got possessIOn 
other Kings if thereof also. And so TUllis remained peaceably under the 
Maraca. Dominion of the Kings of Maroco, so long as the King-
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dome was governed by the said Abdul, and his sonne 
Joseph, and their successors Jacob and Mansor. But after 
the decease of Mansor, his sonne Mahumet Ennasir made 
warre against the King of Spaine, by whom being van­
quished, he fled to Maroco, and there within few yeares 
ended his life. After him succeeded his broth@r Joseph, 
who was slaine by certaine souldiers of the King of 
Telensin. And so upon the death of Mahumet, and of his 
brother Joseph, the Arabians began to inhabite the Terri­
torie of Tunis, and to make often siedges and assaults 
against t'he Citie it selfe: whereupon the Governour of 
Tunis advertised the King of Maroco, that unl@sse present 
aide were sent, he must be constrained to yeeld Tunis unto 
the Arabians. The King therefore sent a certaine valiant 
Captaine, called Habduluahidi, and borne in Sivill, a Citie 
of Granada,* with a Fleete of twentie Sayles unto Tunis, 
which he found halfe destroyed by the Arabians: but so 
great was his eloquence and wisdome, that he restored all 
things to their former estate, and received the yearely 
tribute. After Habduluahidi succeeded his sonne Abu 
Zachheria, who in learning and dexteritie of wit, excelled 
his father. This Abu built a Castle upon a certaine high 
place of the West part of Tunis, which he adorned with 
faire buildings, and with a most b@autifull Temple. After­
ward, taking his journey unto the Kingdome of Tripolis, 
and returning home by the Southerne regions, he gathered 
tribute in all those places: so that after his decease, he 
left great treasure unto his sonne. And after Abu 
succeeded his sonne, who grew so insolent, that hee would 
not be subject to the King of Maroco, because hee p€r­
ceived his Kingdome to decay : at the same time also had 
the Marin Family gotten possession of the Kingdome of 
Fez, and so was the Familie of Beni Zeijen possessed of 
the Kingdomes of Telensin and Granada. And so while 
all those Regions were at mutuall dissention, the 
Dominions of Tunis began mightily to encreas€; inso­
much, that the King of Tunis marched unto Telensin, 
and demanded tribute of the inhabitants. Wherefore the 
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King of Fez, who as then laid siege against Maroco, 
craved by his Ambassadors the King of Tunis his friend­
ship, and with great gifts obtained the same. Then the 
King of Tunis returning home Conquerour from Telensin, 
was received with great triumph, and was saluted, King 
of all Africa, because indeed there was no Prince of Africa 
at the same time comparable unto him. Wherefore he 
began to ordaine a Royall Court, and to choose Secretaries, 
Counsellors, Captaines,and other Officers appertaining to 
a King; after the very same manner that was used in the 
Court of Maroco. And from the time of this King even 
till our times, the Kingdome of Tunis hath so prospered, 
that now it is accounted the richest Kingdome in all Africa. 
The said Kings sonne reigning after his fathers death, 
enlarged the Suburbs of Tunis with most stately buildings. 
Without the Gate called Bed Suvaica he built a streete, 
containing to the number of three hundred Families: and 
he built another street at the Gate, called Bed el Manera, 
consisting of more then a thousand Families. In both of 
these streetes dwell great store of Artificers, and in the 
street last mentioned: all the Christians of Tunis, which 
are of the Kings Guard, have their abode. Likewise, 
there is a third streete built at the Gate next unto the Sea, 
called Beb d Bahar, and being but halfe a mile dista-nt 
from the Gulfe of Tunis. Hither doe the Genoueses, 
Venetians, and all other Christian Merchants resort, and 
here they repose themselves out of the tumult and con­
course of the Moores: and this street is of so great 
bignesse, that it containeth three hundred Families of 
Christians and Moores; but the houses are very low, and 
of small receit. T he Families of the Citie, together with 
them of the Suburbs, amount almost to the number of 
ten thousand. This stately and populous Citie hath a 
peculiar place assigned fm each Trade and Occupation. 
Here dwell great store of Linnen-weavers, and the Linnen 
that they weave is exceeding fine, and sold at a great price 
over all Africa. The women of this Towne use a strange 
kind of spinning: for standing upon an high place, or on 
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the upper part of the house, they let downe their Spindles 
at a window, or through a hole of the plancher into a 
lower roome, so that the weight of the Spindle makes the 
thread very equall and even. The apparell of their 
Merchants, Pnests, and Doctors is very decent. Upon 
their· heads they were a Dulipan, which is covered with a 
great Linnen-doath: the Courtiers likewise and the 
Souldiers weare all of them Dulipans, but not covered with 
Linnen. Rich men here are but few, by reason of the 
exceeding scarcitie of all kind of graine: for a man cannot 
till a pi~ce of ground, be it never so neere the Citie, in 
regard of the manifold invasions of the Arabians. Corne 
is brought unto them from other Regions and Cities, as 
namely, fi'om Urbs, from Beggi, and from Bona. Some 
of the Citizens of Tunis have certaine Fields in the 
Suburbs walled round about, where they sow some 
quanti tie of Barley, and of other Corne: howbeit, the 
soyle is marveilous dry, and standeth in need of much 
watring: for which purpose every man hath a pit, where out 
with a certaine wheele turned about by a Mule or a 
Carnell, and through certaine conveyances and passages 
made for the nonce, they water all the upper part of their 
ground. Now consider (1 pray you) what great crop of 
Corne can be reaped out of so little a Field, walled round 
about, and watred by such cunning and industrie. Bread 
they make very excellent, albeit they leave the Bran still 
among the Flower, and they bake their Loaves in certaine 
Mortars, such as the Egyptians use to beate Flaxe in. In 
this Citie they have no Fountaines, Rivers, nor Wells of 
fresh water: but they all use raine water taken out of 
Cisterns, saving that there is a Fountaine in the Suburbs, 
from whence certaine Porters bring salt water into the 
Citie to sell, which they thinke to bee more wholesome 
and fit for drinke then raine water. Other Wells there 
are that affoord most excellent water, which is reserved 
only for the King and his Courtiers. In this Citie there 
is one most stately Temple, furnished with sufficient 
number of Priests, and with rich revenues. Other 
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Temples there be also, but not endowed with so ample 
revenues: here are Colledges likewise and Monasteries 
built after their manner, all which are maintained upon the 

Mad men, common benevolence of the Citie. There are certaine 
reverence mad l ' h ' C" h Id k b peop e 1ll t IS Itle, w om a man wou ta e to ee 
1IIen. distracted, which goe bare-headed and bare-footed, carrying 

stones about with them, and these are reverenced by the 
common people for men of singular holinesse. Moreover, 
on the behalfe of one of these mad fellowes, called Sidi el 
Dahi, and for the residue of his fond Societie, the King 
of Tunis built one of the foresaid Monasteries, and 
endowed the same with most ample revenues. . All the 
houses of this Citie are indifferently beautifull, being built 
of excellent stones, and adorned with much painting and 
carving. They have very artificiall pargettings or plaister­
works, which they beautifie with Orient colours; for 
Wood to carve upon is very scarce at Tunis. The fioor€s 
of their Chambers are paved with certaine shining and 
faire stones: and most of their houses are but of one storie 
high: and almost every house hath two Gates or entrances ; 
one towards the street, and another towards the Kitchin and 
other back-roomes, betweene which Gates they have a faire 
CC!lUrt, where they may walke and conferre with their 
friends. Povertie constraineth some of their women to 
lea de an unchast life : they are decently apparelled, and 
going foorth of the house, they weare vailes or maskes 
before their faces, like unto the women of Fez : for with 
one Linnen-cloth they cover their fore-heads, and joyne 

[II. vi. 820.J thereto another which they call Setfari : but about their 
heads they lap such fardels of Linnen, as they seeme 
comparable to the heads of Giants. Most part of their 
substance and labo1<lr they bestow upon Perfumes and 
other such vanities. They have here a Compound, called 
Lhasis, whereof whosoev€r eateth but one Ounce, falleth 
a laughing, disporting, and dallying, as if he were halfe 
drunken, and is by the said Confection marvellously 
provoked unto lust. 

So so one as the King of Tunis hath by inheritance 
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attained to his Kingdome, all his Nobles, Doctors, Priests, 
and Judges, bind themselves by solemne Oath unto him. 
Immediatly after any Kings death, his sonne and heire 
apparent succeecileth in the Kingdome: then the chiefe 
Officer of the Court (called the Munafid, because he is the 
Kings ' Vice-Roy or High Deputie) presenteth himselfe 
forthwith unto the new King, and giveth up an account 
of all things which hee did while the old King lived : and 
then at the Kings appointment, everie of the Nobles re­
ceive Offices from the Munafid according to their severall 
places of' digni tie. Another pri~ci pall Officer there is, 
called the Mesuare, that is, the Great Commander and 
Governour of the warlike forces: who hath authority to 
increase or diminish the number of Souldiers, to give 
them their pay, to levie Armies, and to conduct the same 
whither he thinketh good. The third Officer in dignitie, 
is the Castellan, who with his Souldiers taketh charge of 
the Castle, and looketh to the safeguard of the Kings 
owne person: and he allotteth punishments unto such 
prisoners, as are brought into the said Castle, as if he were 
the King himselfe. The fourth Officer, is the Governour 
of the Cit ie, whose dutie is to administer Justice in the 
Common-wealth, and to punish Malefactors. The fifth 
Officer, is the Kings Secretarie, who hath authoritie to 
write, and to give answere in the Kings name: he may 
open also, and reade any Letters whatsoever, except such 
as are sent unto the Castellan and Governour of the Citie. 
The sixth, is the Kings Chiefe Chamberlaine, who is to 
furnish the Walles with Hangingf', to appoint unto every 
man his place, and by a Messenger to assemble the Kings 
Counsellors; and this man hath great familiaritie with 
the King, and hath accesse to speake with him, as often 
as he pleaseth. The seventh in dignitie, is the Kings 
T reasurer, who receiveth all Customes, Tributes, and 
yearely revenues, and payeth them, with the Kings con­
sent, unto the Munafid. These are the chiefe Officers 
under the King; of the residue (lest I should seeme tedious 
to the Reader) I have of purpose omitted to intreate of. 
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I could here make a large discourse of the Kings vices 
that now reigneth (at whose hands I confesse my selfe to 
have received great benefits) but that is not my purpose 
at this present: this one thing I can affirme, that he is 
marvellous cunning to procure money out of his subjects 
purses. But he himselfe liveth sometimes in his Palace, 
and sometimes in Gardens, in the company of his Concu­
bines, Musicians, Stage-plaiers, and such like. When he 

Musician calleth for any Musician, he is brought in blindfold or 
blindfold. hoodwinked in manner of a Hawke. 
The Tow~e of El Mahdia, founded in our time by Mahdi the first 
E~ Mahdta, Patriarke of Cairaoan upon the Mediterran sea, and forti-
otnerwt!e . 
called Africa. fied with strong Walls, Towers, and Gates, hath a most 

noble Haven belonging thereto. Mahdi when he first 
entred into this Region, fained himselfe in an unknowne 
babite to be descended of the linage of Mahumet, whereby 
growing into great favour of the people, hee was by their 
assistance made Prince of Cairaon, and was called El 
Mahdi Calif a : afterward travelling fortie dayes journey 
Westward into Numidia to receive tribute due unto him, 
he was taken by the Prince of Segelmesse, and put in 
prison; howbeit, the said Prince of Segelmesse being 
presently moved with compassion toward him, restored 
him to his former libertie, and was for his good will not 
long after slaine by him: afterward tyrannizing over the 
people, and perceiving some to conspire against him, he 
erected this Towne of Mahdia, to the end hee might there 
find safe refuge when need required. At length one 
Beiezid, a Mahumetan Prelate (whom they called the 
Cavalleir, or Knight of the Asse, because that riding con­
tinually upon an Asse, hee conducted an Armie of fortie 
thousamd men) came unto CairaoaI1: but Mahdi fled unto 
his new Towne, where with thirtie Sayle of ships, sent 
him by a Mahumetan Prince of Cordova, he so valiantly 
cncountred the Enemie, that Beiezid and his sonne were 
both slaine in that battell : afterward returning to Cairaoan, 
hee grew in league and ami tie with the Citizens, and so the 
government remained unto his posteritie for many yeares. 
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The famous Citie of Cairaoan, otherwise called Caroen, 
was founded by Eucba, who was sent generall of an Armie 
out of Arabia Desarta by Hutmen, the third Mahumetan 
Califa. From the Mediterran Sea, this Citie is distant 
,ixe and thirtie, and from Tunis almost an hundred miles : 
neither was it built (they say) for any other purpose, but 
onely that the Arabian Armie might securely rest therein 
with all such spoiles, as they wonne from the Barbarians, 
and the Numidians. He environed it with mGst impreg­
nable Walls, and built therein a sumptuous Temple, sup­
ported wi.th stately Pillars. The said Hucba after the 
death of Hutmen was ordained Prince of Muchavia, and 
governed the same till the time of Qgalid Califa, the sonne 
of Habdul Malic, who as then reigned in Damasco. This 
Qgalid sent a certaine Captaine, called Muse, the sonne 
of Nosair, with an huge Armie unto Cairaoan ; who having 
staied a few dayes with his Armie not farre from Cairaoan, 
marched Westward, sacking and spoyling Townes and 
Cities, till hee came to the Ocean Sea shore, and then hee 
returned towards Cairaoan againe. From whence hee 
sent as his Deputie a certaine C~ptaine into Mauritania, 
who there also conquered many Regions and Cities: 
insomuch that Muse being mooved with a jealous emula­
tion, commanded him to stay till himselfe came. His 
said Deputie therefore, called Tarich, encamped himselfe 
not farre from Andaluzia, whither Muse, within foure 
moneths came unto him with an huge Armie; from 
whence both of them with their Armies crossing the Seas, 
arrived in Granada, and so marched by land against the 
Gothes. Against whom Theodoricus, the King of Goths, 
opposing himselfe in battaile, was miserably vanquished. 
Then the foresaid two Captaines with all good successe 
proceeded even to Castilia, and sacked the Citie of Toledo, 
where amongst much other treasure, they found many 
Reliques of the Saints, and the very same Table whereat 
Christ sat.e with his blessed Apostles; which being 
cove:ed wIth pure Gold, and adorned with great store of 
precIOUS stones, was esteemed to bee worth halfe a million 
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of Ducats, and this Table, Muse carrying with him, 
as if it had been all the Treasure in Spaine, returned with 
his Armie over the Sea, and bent his course tow<lird Cair­
aoan. And being in the meane space sent for by the 
Letters of ~alid Califa, hee sayled into Egypt : but 
arriving at Alexandria, it was told him by one Hescian, 
brother unto the said Cali fa, that the Calif a his brother 
was fallen into a most dangerous disease: wherefore hee 
wished him not to goe presently unto Damasco, for feare 
least if the Califa died in the meane season, those rich and 
sumptuous Spoyles should be wasted and dispetsed to no 
end. But Muse little regarding this counsell, proceeded 
on to Damasco, and presented all his Spoyles to the Calif a, 
who within five dayes after deceased. After whom his 
brother succeeding Califa, deprived Muse of his dignitie, 
and substituted one Jezul into his roome, whose sonne, 
brother, and nephewes succeeding, governed the Citie of 
Cairaoan, till such time as the Familie of ~alid was de­
prived of that dignitie, and one Elagleb was appointed 
Lieutenant, who governed not the Towne as a Califa : 
from that time the Mahumetan Calif as leaving Damasco, 
removed unto Bagaded, as wee find recorded in a certaine 
Chronicle. After the decease of Elagleb, succeeded his 
sonne, and the government remained unto his posteritie 
for an hundred threescore and tenp.e yeares, till such time 
as they were deprived thereof by one Mahdi Califa. But 
at the same time when Elagleb was Governour, the Citie 
of Cairaoan was so increased, both with inhabitants and 
buildings, that a Towne, called Recheda, was built next 
unto it, where the Prince with his Nobles used to remaine. 
In his time also the Ile of Sicilia was wonne: for Elagleb 
sent thither a certaine Captaine, called Halcama, who built 
upon the said Iland a Towne in stead of a Fort, calling it 
according to his owne name, Halcama; which name is 
used by the Sicilians even till this present. Afterward 
t1J.is new TCDwne was besieged by c@rtaine people that came 
to aide the Sici[ians. Whereupon one Ased was sent with 
an Armie, and so the Moores Forces being augmented, 
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they conquered the residue of Sicilia by which meanes the 
Dominions of Cairaoan began wonderfully to increase. 
The Citie of Cairaoan standeth upon a Sandie and Desart 
Plaine, which ~eareth no Trees, nor yet any Corne at all. 
In this Citie for certaine yeares the studie of the Malm­
meta!\ Law mightily flourished, so that here were the most 
famous Lawyers in all Mrica. It was at length destroyed, 
and replanted againe with new inhabitants, but it could 
never attaine unto the former estate. At this present it 
is inhabited by none but Leather-dressers, who send their 
Leather unto the Cities of Numidia, and exchange it also 
for Cloath of Europe. 

A mile and a half to the South of El Hamma beginneth 
a certain River of hot water to Spring, which being 
brought through the midst of the Citie by certaine 
Chanels, is so deepe that it will reach up to a mans navell : 
howbeit, by reason of the extreme heate of the water, 
there are but few that wil enter thereinto. And yet the 
inhabitants use it for drinke, having set it a cooling almost 
an whole day. At length this River not far from the 
Towne maketh a certain Lake, which is called the Lake 
of Leapers: for it is of wonderfull force to heale the dis­
ease of leprosie, and to cure leprous sores: wherefore 
neere unto it are divers Cottages of Leapers, some of 
whom are restored to their health. The said water tasteth 
in a manner like Brimstone, so that it will nothing at all 
quench a mans thirst, whereof I my selfe have had often 
triall. 

Gerbi being neere unto the firme land of Africa, and 
consisting of a Plaine and Sandy ground, aboundeth ex­
ceedingly with Dates, Vines, Olives, and other fruits, and 
containeth about eighteene miles in compasse. 

Old Tripolis built also by the Romans, was after wonne 
by the Goths, and lastly by the Mahumetans, in the time 
of Califa Homar the second. Which Mahumetans hav­
ing besieged the Governour of Tripoli sixe moneths 
together, compelled him at length to flee unto Carthage. 
The Citizens were partly slaine, and partly carried captive 
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into Egypt and Arabia, as the most famous African 
Historiographer, Ibnu Rachich reporteth. 

After the destruction of old Tripolis, there was built 
another Citie of that name: which Citie b.eing invironed 
with most high and beautifull walls, but not very strong, 
is situate upon a Sandy Plaine, which yeeldeth great 'store 
of Dates. The houses of this City are most stately, in 
respect of the Houses of Tunis; and here also every 
trade and occupation hath a severall place. Weavers here 
are many. They have no Wells nor Fountaines; but all 
their water is taken out of Cisterns. Corne in this Citie 
is at an exceeding rate; for all the Fields of Tripoli are as 
sandy and barren as the fields of Numidia. In this Citie 
were many faire Temples and Colledges built, and an 
Hospitall also for the maintenance of their owne poore 
people, and for the entertainment of strangers. Their 
fare is very base and homely, being onely Besis or Dump­
lings made of Barley meale: for that Region afl'oordeth 
so small quantitie even of Barley, that he is accounted a 
wealthy man that hath a bushell or two of corne in store. 
The Citizens are most of them Merchants; for Tripolis 
standeth neere unto Numidia and Tunis, neither is there 
any Citie or Towne of account betweene it and Alexan­
dria: neither is it farre distant from the Iles of Sicilia and 
Malta: and unto the Port of Tripolis Venetian Ships 
yeerely resort, and bring thither great store of Merchan­
dize. This Citie hath alwayes beene subject unto the 
King of Tunis: but when Abulhasen the King of Fez 
besieged Tunis, the King of Tunis was constrained with 
his Arabians to flee into the Desarts. Howbeit, when 
A bulhasen was conquered, the King of Tunis returned to 
his Kingdome : but his subjects began to oppose them­
selves against him: and so that Common-wealth was 
afterward grievously turmoyled with civill dissensions and 
warres. Whereof the King of Fez having intelligence, 
marched the fifth yeere of the said civill warre with an 
armie against the Citie of Tunis, and having vanquished 
the King thereof, and wnstrained him to flee unto Con-
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stantina, he so straitly besieged him, that the Citizens 
of Constantina seeing themselves not able to withstand 
the King of Fez, opened their Citie gates to him and to 
all his armie. yYhereupon the King of Tunis was carried 
captive unto Fez, and was afterward kept a while prisoner 
in the· Castle of Septa. In the meane season Tripolis was 
by a Genouese Fleet of twenty sailes surprised and 
sacked, and the Inhabitants carried away captive. Whereof 
the King of Fez being advertised, gave the Genoueses 
fiftie thousand Ducats, upon condition, that he might 
enjoy th<! Towne in peace. But the Genoueses having 
surrendred the Towne, perceived after their departure, 
that most part of their Ducats were counterfeit. After­
ward, the King of Tunis beeing restored unto his former 
libertie by Abuselim King of Fez, returned home unto his 
Kingdome, and so the governement thereof remained unto 
him and his posteritie, till Abubar the sonne of Hutmen 
together with his young sonne was slaine in the Castle of 
Tripolis by a nephew of his, who afterward usurped the 
Kingdome: but he was slaine in a battell which he fought 
against Habdul Mumen, who presently thereupon became 
Lord of Tripolis. After him succeeded his sonne Zacha­
rias, who within a few moneths dyed of the pestilence. 
After Zacharias, Mucamen the sonne of Hesen, and cousin 
to Zacharias was chosen King; who beginning to tyran­
nize over the Citizens was by them expelled out of his 
Kingdome: and afterward a certaine Citizen was advanced 
unto the Royall Throne, who governed very modestly. 
But the King which was before expelled, sent an army of 
Souldiers against Tripolis, who loosing the field, were all 
of them put to flight. Afterward, the King that began 
to Raigne so modestly, prooved a very tyrant, and being 
murthered by his kinsmen, the people made choise of a 
certaine Nobleman, leading as then a Heremits life, and 
in a manner against his will appointed him their Gover­
nour: and so the government of the Citie of Tripolis 
remained unto him and his posteritie, till such time as 
King Ferdinando sent Don Pedro de Navarra against it: 
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who on the sudden encountring this City, carried away 
many captives with him. The Governour of Tripolis 
and his sonne in-law were sent prisoners unto Messina. 
,,\There, after certaine yeeres imprisonment, they were re­
stored by the Emperour Charles the fift, unto their former 
liberty, and returned unto Tripolis, which Towne was 
afterward destroyed by the Christians. The Castle of 
Tripolis being environed with most strong walles, begin 
(as I understand) to be replanted with new Inhabitants. 

§. VI. 
Collections taken out of John Leo his sixt Booke 

of the Historie of Africa. 
Barca they have not any Corne growing at all. 

But Corne and other necessaries are brought unto 
them by Sea from Sicilia, which that every of 

them may purchase, they are constrained to lay their 
sonnes to gage, and then goe rob and rifle travellers to 
redeeme them againe. Never did you heare of more 
cruell and bloody theeves: for after they have robbed 
Merchants of all their goods and apparell, they powre 
warme milke downe their throats, hanging them up by 
the heeles upon some tree, and forcing them to cast their 
gorge, wherein the lewd varlets search diligently for gold, 
suspecting that the Merchants swallowed up their Crownes 
before they entred that dangerous Desart. 

Being about to describe all the Cities and Townes of 
Numidia, I will first begin with Tesset: which ancient 
Towne built by the Numidians, neere unto the Libyan 
Desarts, and environed with walles of Sun-dried Bricke, 
deserveth scarcely the name of a Towne; and yet con­
taineth foure hundred Families. It is compassed round 
about with sandy Plaines, saving that neere unto the 
Towne grow some store of Dates, of Mill-seed, and of 
Barley, which the miserable Townesmen use for food. 
They are constrained also to pay large Tribute unto the 
Arabians Inhabiting the next Desarts. They exercise 
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traffique in the land of Negroes and in Guzula, insomuch, 
that they spend most of their time in forren Regions. 
They are of a blacke colour, and destitute of all learning. 
The women indeed teach their young children the first 
rudiments of reaming, but before they can attaine to any 
perfection, they are put to labour, and to the Plough-tayle. 
The said women are somewhat whiter then other women: 
some of them get their living by spinning and c3irding of 
wooll, and the residue spend their time in idlenesse. 
Such as are accounted richest in this Region, possesse but 
very few Cattell. They Till their ground with an Horse 
and a Carnell, which kind of Plowing is observed through­
out all Numidia. 

Guaden situate upon the Numidian Desart, neere unto 
Libia, is Inhabited by most miserable and grosse people. 
Heere groweth nothing but Dates : and the Inhabitants 
are at such enmitie with their neighbours, that it is danger­
ous for them to goe abroad. Howbeit, they give them­
selves to hunting, and take certaine wilde Beasts called 
Elamth, and Ostriches, neither doe they eate any other 
flesh . All their Goats they reserve for milke. And these 
people also are blacke of colour. 

The Province of Dara beginneth at Mount Atlas, ex­
tendeth it selfe Southward by the Desarts of Libia, almost 
two hundred and fiftie miles, and the breadth thereof is 
very narrow. All the Inhabitants dwell upon a certaine 
River which is called by the name of the Province. This 
River sometime so overfloweth, that a man would thinke 
it to be a Sea, but in Summer it so diminisheth, that any 
one may passe over it on foot. If so be it overfloweth 
about the beginning of Aprill, it bringeth great plenty 
unto the whole Region: if not, there followeth great 
scarcitie of Corne. Upon the banke of this River there 
are sundry Villages and Hamlets, and divers Castles also, 
which are environed with walles made of Sunne-dried 
Bricke and Mortar. All their Beames and Planchers con­
sist of Date-trees, being notwithstanding unfit for the 
purpose; for the wood of Date-trees is not solid, but 
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flexible and spungie. On either side of the said River for 
the space of five or sixe miles, the fields abound exceed­
ingly with Dates, which with good keeping will last many 
yeeres: and as heere are divers kinds of Dates, so they 
are sold at sundry prices : for a bushell of ;ome is woorth 
a Ducat, but others wherewith they feede their Horses 
and Camels, are scarce of a quarter so much value. Of 
Date-trees some are male and female: the male bring 
foorth flowers onely, and the female fruit: but the flowers 
of the female will not open, unlesse the boughes and 
flowers of the male be joyned unto them : And. if they 
bee not joyned, the Dates will proove starke naught, and 
containe great stones. The Inhabitants of Dara live upon 
Barley and other grosse meate: neither may they eate no 
bread but onely upon Festivall dayes. Their Castles are 
Inhabited by Gold-smithes and other Artificers, and so 
are all the Regions lying in the way from T ombuto to 
Fez: in this Province also there are three or foure proper 
Townes, frequented Merchants and strangers, and con­
taining many Shops and Temples. But the principall 
Towne called Beni Sabih, and Inhabited with most valiant 
and liberall people, is divided into two parts, either part 
having a severall Captaine or Governour: which Gover­
nours are oftentimes at great dissension, and especially 
when they moisten their arable Grounds, by reason that 
they are so skanted of water. A Merchant they will most 
courteously entertaine a whole yeere together, and then 
fri endly dismissing him, they requir~ nought at his hands, 
but will accept such liberality as he thinkes good to bestow 
upon them. The said Governours so often as they fall a 
skirmishing, hire the next Arabians to aide them, allow­
ing them daily halfe a Ducat for their pay, and sometimes 
more, and g iving them their allowance every day. In 
time of peace they trim their Harquebuzes, Hand-guns, 
and other weapons: neither saw I ever (to my remem­
brance) more cunning Harquebuziers then at this place. 
In this Province groweth great store of Indico, being an 
herbe like unto the wilde woad, and this herbe they ex-
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change with the Merchants of Fez and Tremisen for other 
wares. Corne is very scarce among them, and is brought 
thither from Fez and other Regions, neither have they 
any great stor.e of Goats or Horses, unto whom in stead 
of Provender they give Dates, and a kind of herbe also 
which groweth in the Kingdome of Naples, and is called 
by the Neapolitans Farfa. They feed their Goats with 
the Nuts or Stones of their Dates beaten to powder, 
whereby they grow exceeding fat, and yeeld great quan­
tity of milke. Their owne food is the flesh of Camels 
and Goats, being unsavory and displeasant in taste. 
Likewise they kill and eate Ostriches, the flesh whereof 
tasteth not much unlike to the flesh of a dunghill-cocke, 
saving that it is more tough and made of a stronger smell, 
especially the Ostriches legge: which consisteth of slime 
flesh. Their women are faire, fat, and courteous: and 
they keepe divers slaves which are brought out of the 
land of Negroes. 

This Territory extending it selfe along the River of 
Ziz from North to South almost twentie miles, contayneth 
about three hundred and fiftie Castles, besides Villages 
and Hamlets: three of which Castles are more principall 
then the rest . The first called Tenegent, and consisting 
of a thousand and moe Families, standeth neere unto the 
Citie of Segelmesse, and is inhabited with great store of 
Artificers. The second called Tebuhasan, standeth about 
eight miles to the South of Tenegent, being furnished also 
with great numbers of Inhabitants, and so frequented with 
Merchants, that there is not in that respect the like place 
to bee found in all the whole Region besides. The third 
called Mamun, is resorted unto by sundry Merchants, 
both Jewes and Moores. 

These three Castles have three severall Governours, 
who are at great dissention among themselves. They 
will oftentimes destroy one anothers Chanels, whereby 
their fields are watered, which cannot without great cost 
be repayred againe. They will stow the Palme-trees also 
to the very stockes: and unto them a company of lewd 
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Arabians associate themselves. They Coyne both Silver 
and Gold money: but their Gold is not very speciall. 
Their Silver Coyne weigheth foure graines a piece, eightie 
of which pieces are esteemed to bee wort!J. one piece of 
their Gold Coyne. The Jewes and Arabians pay excessive 
Tribute here. Some of their principall men are exceeding 
rich, and use great Traffique unto the Land of Negros: 
whither they transport Wares of Barbarie, exchanging the 
same for Gold and Slaves. The Territory of Segelmesse 
live upon Dates, except it be in certaine places where some 
Corne grew. Here are infinite numbers of Scorpions, 
but no Flyes at all. In Summer time this Region is 
extremely hot, and then are the R ivers so destitute of 
water, that the people are constrayned to draw salt water 
out of certaine Pits. The said Territory contayneth in 
circuit about eighty miles, all which, after the destruction 
of Segel me sse, the Inhabitants with small cost walled round 
about, to the end they might not be molested by continuall 
inrodes of Horsemen. While they lived all at unitie and 
concord, they retayned their libertie : but since they fell 
to mutuall debate, their wall was razed, and each faction 
invited the Arabians to helpe them, under whom by little 
and little they were brought in subjection. 

The common people together with one of our African 
Cosmographers, called Bieri, suppose that the Towne of 
Segelmesse was built by Alexander the Great, for the 
reliefe of his sicke and wounded Souldiers. Which 
opinion seemeth not probable to me: for I could never 
reade that Alexander the Great came into any part of these 
Regions. This Towne was situate upon a Plaine neere 
unto the River of Ziz, and was environed with most 
stately and high wals, even as in many places it is to be 
seene at this present. When the Mahumetans came first 
into Africa, the Inhabitants of this Towne were subject 
unto the Family of Zeneta; which Family was at length 
dispossessed of that authority by King Joseph the Sonne 
of Tesfin, of the Family of Luntuna. The Towne it selfe 
was very gallantly built, and the Inhabitants were rich, 
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and had great traffique unto the Land of Negros. Here 
stood stately Temples and Colledges also, and great store 
of Conduits, the water whereof was drawne out of the 
River by WheeJes. The Ayre in this place is most tem­
perate and holesome, saving that in Winter it aboundeth 
with overmuch moysture. 

Ummelhesen is a forlorne and base Castle, founded by 
the Arabians also, five and twentie miles from Segelmesse 
upon a Desart, directly in the way from Segelmesse to 
Dara. It is environed with blacke wals, and continually 
garded by the Arabians. All Merchants that passe by, 
pay one fourth part of a Duckat for every Camels lode. 
My selfe travelling this way upon a time in the company 
of fourteene Jewes, and being demanded how many there 
were of us, wee said thirteene, but after I began particu­
larly to reckon, I found the fourteenth and the fifteenth 
man amongst us, whom the Arabians would have kept 
Prisoners, had wee not affirmed them to bee Mahumetans : 
howbeit not crediting our words, they examined them in 
the Law of Mahumet, which when they perceived them 
indeed to understand, they permitted them to depart. 

The three Castles of Fighig stand upon a certaine 
Desart, marvellously abounding with Dates. The women 
of this place weave a kind of cloth in forme of a Carpet, 
which is so fine, that a man would take it to be Silke, and 
this Cloth they sell at an excessive rate at Fez, Telensin, 
and other places of Barbarie. The Inhabitants being men 
of an excellent wit, doe part of t~em use Traffique to the 
Land of Negros, and the residue become Students at Fez : 
and so soone as they have attayned to the degree of a 
Doctor, they returne to Numidia, where they are made 
either Priests or Senators, and prove most of them men of 
great wealth and reputation. From Segelmesse, the said 
Castles are distant almost an hundred and fiftie miles 
Eastward . 

. This great and large Region of Tegorarin in the Numi­
dian Desart, standing about an hundred and twentie ,miles 
Eastward of Tesebit, contayneth fiftie Castles, and above 
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an' hundred Villages, and yeeldeth great plentie of Dates. 
The Inhabitants are rich, and have ordinarie Traffique to 
the Land of Negros. Their fields are very apt for Corne, 
and yet by reason of their extreme drought, they stand in 
need of continuall watering and dungin'g. They allow 
unto strangers houses to dwell in, requiring no morley for 
rent but onely their dung, which they keepe most charily: 
yea, they take it in ill part if any stranger easeth himselfe 
without the doores. Flesh is very scarce among them: 
for their soyle is so dry, that it will scarce nourish any 
Cattell at all: they keepe a few Goats indeed for their 
Milkes sake: but the flesh that they eate is of Camels, 
which the Arabians bring unto their Markets to sell : they 
mingle their meate with salt Tallow, which is brought into 
this Region from Fez and Tremizen. T here were in 
times past many rich Jewes in this R egion, who by the 
meanes of a certaine Mahumetan Preacher, were at length 
expelled, and a great part of them slaine by the seditious 
people; and that in the very same yeare when the Jewes 

, were expelled out of Spaine and Sicily. 
[II. VI. 82 $.J The ancient Towne of Techort was built by the Numi-
The Towne of d' . H 'll b h C h f h T. h t lans upon a certame I , Y t e tOot w ereo runnet 

ee or. a River, upon which River standeth a draw-bridge. The 
wall of this Towne was made of free stone and lime, but 
that part which is next unto the Mountayne hath instead 
of a wall an impregnable Rocke opposite against it: this 
Towne is distant five hundred miles Southward from the 
Mediterran Sea, and about three hundred miles from 
Tegorarim. Families it contayneth to the number of five 
and twenty hundred: all the houses are built of Sunne 
dryed Brickes, except their Temple which is somewhat 
more stately. Heere dwell great store both of Gentle­
men and Artificers: and because they have great abund­
ance of Dates, and are destitute of Corne, the Merchants 
of Constantina exchange Corne with them for their Dates. 

Hospitalitie All strangers they favour exceedingly, and friendly dis-
and love to misse them without paying of ought. They had rather 
strangers. h h' D h h h . matc t elr aug ters unto strangers, t en to t elr owne 
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Citizens: and for a Dowry they give some certaine portion 
of Land, a-s it is accustomed in some, places of Europe. 
So great and surpassing is their liberalitie, that they will 
heape many gifts upon strangers, albeit they are sure 
never to see them againe. 

The Governour at this present called Habdulla, is a 
valiant and liberall yong Prince, and most courteous unto 
strangers, whereof I my selfe conversing with him for 
certayne dayes, had good experience. 

This Region is extremely hot, sandie and destitute both 
of Water and Corne: which wants are partly supplyed 
by their abundance of Dates. It contayneth to the num­
ber of five Townes and many Villages, all which we pur­
pose in order to describe. 

Their soyle in Pescara, yeeldeth nought but Dates. 
They have beene governed by divers Princes ; for the¥ 
were a while subject unto the Kings of Tunis, and that to 
the death of King Hutmen, after whom succeeded a 
Mahumetan Priest: neyther could the Kings of Tunis 
ever since that time recover the Dominion of Pescara. 
Here are great abundance of Scorpions, and it is present 
death to bee stung by them: wherefore all the Townes­
men in a manner depart into the Countrey in Summer 
time, where they remayne till the moneth of November. 

Not farre from Deusen are divers Monuments of An­
tiquitie like unto Sepulchres, wherein are found sundry 
pieces of Silver Coyne, adorned with certayne Letters and 
Hieroglyphicall Figures, the interpretation whereof I 
could never find out. 

The ancient Towne of Caphsa built also by the 
Romanes, had for certayne yeeres a Governour of their 
owne: but afterward being sacked by one Hucba a Cap­
taine of Hutmen Cali fa, the wals thereof were razed to 
the ground; but the Castle as yet remayneth, and is of 
great force; for the wall thereof being five and twentie 
Cubits high, and five Cubits thicke, is made of excellent 
stones, like unto the stones of Vespasians Amphitheatre 
at Rome. Afterward the Towne wals were re-edified, 
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and were destroyed againe by Mansor, who having slaine 
the Governour of the Towne and all the Inhabitants, 
appointed a new Governour over the same place. Now 
this Towne is very populous, all the hou~es thereof, ex­
cept the Temple and a few other buildings, being very 
deformed and base, and the streets are paved with Macke 
stones, like unto the streets of Naples and Florence. The 
poore Inhabitants are continually oppressed with the exac­
tions of the King of Tunis. In the middest of the Towne 
are certaine square, large, and deepe Fountaines walled 
round about, the water whereof is hot and unfit to be 
drunke, unlesse it be set an houre or two a cooling. The 
Ayre of this place is very unholesome, insomuch that the 
greatest part of the Inhabitants are continualJy sicke of 
Fevers. People they are of a rude and illiberall disposi­
tion, and unkind unto strangers : wherefore they are had 
in great contempt by all other Africans. Not farre from 
this Towne are fields abounding with Dates, Olives, and 
Pome-citrons : and the Dates and Olives there are the best 
in all the whole Province : heere is likewise r.nost excel­
lent Oyle. The Inhabitants make themselves Shooes of 
Buckes Leather. 

Having hitherto described all the Regions of Numidia, 
let us now proceed unto the description of Libya ; which 
is divided into five parts, as we signified in the beginning 
of this our Discourse. We will therefore beginne at the 
dry and forlorne Desart of Zanhaga, which bordereth 
Westward upon the Ocean Sea, and extendeth Eastward 
to the Salt-pits of Tegaza, Northward it abutteth upon 
Sus, Haccha, and Dara, R€gions of Numidia; and South­
ward it stretcheth to the Land of Negros, adjoyning it 
selfe unto the Kingdomes of Gualata and Tombuto. 

Water scarce. Water is here to be found scarce in an hundred miles 
travell, beeing salt and unsavourie, aJnd drawne out of 
deepe Wels, especially in the way from Segelmesse to 
Tombuto. Heere are great store of wilde beasts and 
creepiag things, whereof wee will make mention in place 
convenient. In this Region there is a barren Desart 
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called Azaoad, wherein neyther water nor any Habitations 
are to be f6und in the space of an hundred miles ; begin­
ning from the Well of Azaoad, to the Well of Araoan, 
which is distant from Tombuto about one hundred and 
£ftie miles. Here both for lacke of water and extremitie 
of heate, great numbers of men and beast daily perish. 

Not farre from Agadez, there is found great store of 
Manna, which the Inhabitants gather in certaine little 
Vessels, carrying it while it is new unto the Market of 
Agadez; and this Manna beeing mingled with water they 
esteeme very daintie and precious Drinke. They put it 
also into their Pottage, and beeing so taken, it hath a mar­
vellous force of refrigerating or cooling, which is the 
cause that here are so few Diseases; albeit, the Ayre of 
Tombuto and Agadez be most unholsome and corrupt. 
This Desart stretcheth from North to South almost three 
hundred miles. 

The residue of the Libyan Desart, that is to say, from 
Augela to the River of Nilus is inhabited by certayne 
Arabians and Africans, commonly called Levata; and this 
is the extreme Easterly part of the Desarts of Libya. 

This Region bordering upon the Ocean Sea, contayneth 
many Villages and Hamlets, and is inhabited with most 
beggerly people. It standeth betweene Numidia <lind 
Libya, but somewhat neerer unto Libya. Here groweth 
neyther Barley nor any other Corne. Some Dates heere 
are, but very unsavourie. The Inhabitants are continu­
ally molested by the Arabians invasions: and some of them 
traffique in the Kingdome of Gualata. . 

In the Region of Tegaza, is great store of Salt digged, 
being whiter then any Marble. This Salt is taken out of 
certaine Caves or Pits, at the entrance whereof stand their 
Cottages that worke in the Salt Mines. And these Work­
men are all strangers, who sell the Salt which they digge 
unto certaine Merchants, that carrie the same upon Camels 
to the Kingdome of Tombuto, where there would other­
wise be extreme scarcitie of Salt. Neyther have the said 
Diggers of Salt any victuals but such as the Merchants 
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bring unto them: for they are distant from all inhabited 
places, almost twentie dayes Journey, insomuch, that 
oftentimes they perish for lacke of food, when as the Mer­
chants come not in due time unto them: . Moreover, the 
South-east wind doth so often blind them, that they cannot 
live here without great perillo I my selfe continued' three 
dayes amongst them, all which time I was constrayned to 
drinke Salt water drawne out of certaine Wels not farre 
from the Salt Pits. 

Berdoa, a Region situate in the midst of the Libyan 
Desart, and standing almost five hundred miles from 
Nilus, contayneth three Castles and five or sixe Villages, 
abounding with most excellent Dates. And the said three 
Castles were discovered eighteene yeeres agoe, by one 
Hamar, in manner following: the Caravan of Merchants 
wandring out of the direct way, had a certaine blind man 
in their company which was acquainted with all those 
Regions: this blind Guide riding foremost upon his 
Camell, commanded some Sand to be given him at every 
miles end, by the smell whereof hee declared the situation 
of the place : but when they were come within fortie miles 
of this Region, the blind man smelling of the Sand, 
affirmed, that they were not farre from some places in­
habited; which some beleeved not, for they knew that 
they were distant from Egypt foure hundred and eightie 
miles, so that they tooke themselves to bee neerer unto 
Augela. Howbeit, within three dayes they found the 
said three Castles, the Inhabitants whereof wondering at 
the approach of strangers, and being greatly astonied, pre­
sently shut all their Gates, and would giv€: the Merchants 
no water to quench their extreme thirst. But the Mer­
chants by mayne force entred, and having gotten water 

. sufficient, betooke themselves againe to their Journey. 
The Regton of Alguechet also being a Region of the Lybian Desart, 
Alguechet. . fi E h d d d . '1 d' IS rom gypt an un re an twentle m! es Istant. 

Here are three Castles and many Villages abounding with 
Dates. The Inhabitants are blacke, vile, and covetous 
people, and yet exceeding rich: for they dwell in the 
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midway betweene Egypt and Gaoga. They have a Gover­
nour of their owne, notwithstanding they pay Tribute 
unto the next Arabians. 

§. VII. 

Extracts taken out of John Leo his seventh Booke 
of the Historie of Africa, wherein he intreateth 
of the Land of N egros, and of the Confines of 
Egypt. 

UJ; ancient Chroniclers of Africa, to wit, Bichri and 
Meshudi, knew nothing in the Land of Negros, 
but onely the Regions of Guechet and Cano : for 

in their time all other places of the Land of N egros were 
undiscovered. But in the yeere of the Hegeira three 
hundred and eightie, by the meanes of a certaine Mahu­
metan which came into Barbarie, the residue of the said 
Land was found out, beeing as then inhabited by great 
numbers of people, which lived a brutish and savage life, 
without any King, Governour, Common-wealth, or know­
ledge of Husbandry. Clad they were in skinnes of 
beasts, neither had they any peculiar wives : in the day 
time they kept their Cattell; and when night came they 
resorted ten or twelve, both m~n and women into one 
Cottage together, using hayrie skinnes in stead of beds, 
and each man choosing his Leman which hee had most 
fancie unto. Warre they wage against no other Nation, 
nor yet are desirous to travell out of their owne Countrey. 
Some of them performe great adoration unto the Sunne­
rising: others, namely the people of Gualata, worship the 
fire: and some others, to wit, the Inhabitants of Gaoga, 
approach (after the Egyptians manner) neerer unto the 
Christian Faith. These Negros were first subject unto 
King Joseph the Founder of Maroco, and afterward unto 
the five Nations of Libya; of whom they learned the 
Mahumetan Law, and divers need full handi-crafts: a while 
after when the Merchants of Barbarie began to resort 
unto them with Merchandize, they learned the Barbarian 
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language also. But the foresaid five people or Nations of 
Libya divided this land so among themselves" that every 
third part of each Nation possessed one Region. How­
beit, the King of Tombuto that now raigneth, called 
Abuacre Izchia, is a Negro by birth: thi's Abuacre after 
the decease of the former King, who was a Lybyan horne, 
slue all his sonnes, and so usurped the Kingdome. And 
having by warres for the space of fifteene yeere conquered 
many large Dominions, hee then concluded a league with 
all Nations, and went on Pilgrimage to Mecca, in which ' 
Journey hee so consumed his Treasure, that he ,was con­
strained to borrow great summes of money of other 
Princes. Moreover, the fifteene Kingdomes of the land 
of Negros knowen to us, are all situate upon the River of 
Niger, and upon other Rivers which fall therinto. And 
all the land of N egros standeth betweene two vast De­
sarts, for on the one side lyeth the maine Desart betweene 
Numidia and it, which extendeth it selfe unto this very 
land: and the South side thereof adjoyneth upon another 
Desart, which stretcheth from thence to the maine Ocean: 
in which Desart are infinite Nations unknowen to us, 
both by reason of the huge distance of place, and also in 
regard of the diversitie of Languages and Religions. 
They have no traffique at all with our people, but we have 
heard oftentimes of their traffique with the Inhabitants 
of the Ocean Sea shoare. 

The Region of Gualata in regard of others is very 
small: for it containeth onely three great Villages, with 
certaine Granges and fields of Dates. From Nun it is 
distant Southward about three hundred, from Tombuto 
Northward five hundred, and from the Ocean Sea about 
two hundred miles. In this Region the people of Libya, 
while they were Lords of the land of Negros, ordained 
their chiefe Princely seate : and then great store of Bar­
barie Merchants frequented Gualata: but afterward in the 
Raigne of the Mightie and rich Prince Heli, the said 
Merchants leaving Gualata, began to resort unto Tombuto 
and Gago, which was the occasion that the Region of 
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Gualata grew extreme beggerly. The language of this 
Region is called Sungai, and the Inhabitants are blacke 
people, and most friendly unto strangers. In my time 
this Region was conquered by the King of Tombuto, and 
the Prince thereof Bed into the Desarts, whereof the King 
of Tombuto having intelligence, and fearing least the 
Prince would returne with all the people of the Desarts, 
graunted him peace, conditionally that he should pay a 
great yeerely Tribute unto him, and so the s~id Prince 
hath remained Tributarie to the ~Gng of Tombuto untill 

A.D. 
c. 1526. 

T his round f3 
white pulse is 
ca!!ed M aiz 

this present. The people agree in manners and fashions 
with the Inha~itants of the next Desart. Heere groweth 
some quantity of Mil-seed, and great store of a round 
and white kinde of pulse, the like whereof I never saw in in the W est 

Europe ; but flesh is extreme scarce among them. Both I ndies. 

the men and the women doe so cover their heads, that all 
their countenance is almost hidden. Heere is no forme 
of a Common-wealth, nor yet any Governours or Judges, 
but the people lead a most miserable life. 

The Kingdome called by the Merchants of our Nation A dem"ipti071 

Gheneoa, by the naturall Inhabitants thereof Genni, and 10;;: :/ng-
by the PortugaIs and other people of Europe Ghinea, Ghinea. 
standeth in the midst betweene Gualata on the North, W eextendthe 

Tombuto on the East, and the Kingdome of Melli on the Co~ntrey of 
South. In length it containeth almost five hundred miles, Jut~nte b 

and extended two hundred and fifty miles along the River a;;ly~;g ~e 
of Niger, and bordereth upon the Ocean Sea in the same name knowen 

place, where Niger falleth into the said Sea. This place to the remote 

exceedingly aboundeth with Barley, Rice, Cattell, Fishes, Rerans 
and Cotten: and their Cotten they sell unto the Merchants ';hen~:::;a!! 
of Barbarie, for cloth of Europe, for Brazen vessels, for commodities of 
Armour, and other such commodities. Their Coine is of Ghinea. 

Gold without any stampe or inscription at all : they have 
certaine Iron-money also, which they use about matters of 
small value, some peeces whereof weigh a pound, some 
halfe a pound, and some one quarter of a pound. In all 
this Kingdome there is no fruit to be found but only 
Dates, which are brought hither either out of Gualata or 
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N~midia. Heere is neither Towne nor Castle, but a 
certaine great Village onely, wherein the Prince' of Ghinea, 
together with his Priests, Doctors, Merchants, and all the 
principall men of the Region inhabite. Th.e walles of their 
houses are built of Chalke, and the roofes are covered with 
Strawe: the Inhabitants are clad in blacke or blew Cotten, 
wherewith they cover their heads also: but the Priests 
and Doctors of their Law goe apparelled in white Cotten. 
This Region during the three moneths of July, August, 
and September, is yeerely environed with the overflowings 
of Niger in manner of an Iland; all which .time the 
Merchants of Tombuto conveigh their . Merchandize 
hither in certaine Canoas or narrow Boats made of one 
tree, which they rowe all the day long, but at night they 
binde them to the shoare, and lodge themselves upon the 
land. This Kingdome was subject in times past unto a 
certaine people of Libya, and became afterward Tributarie 
unto King Soni Heli, after whom succeeded Soni Heli 

[II. vi .. 828 .] Izchia, who kept the Prince of this Region prisoner at 

GTh~ Prtknce of Gago, where together with a certaine Nobleman, he 
umea ept . bl d' d 

prisoner by mlsera y le. 
Izchia. The Region of Melli extending it selfe almost three 
The Ki.ngdom hundred miles along the side of a River which falleth 
of Mellt. into N iger, bordereth Northward upon the Region last 

Profis501:s. 

described, Southward upon certaine Desarts and drie 
Mountaines, Westward, upon huge Woods and Forrests, 
stretching to the Ocean Sea shoare, And E astward upon 
the Territorie of Gago. In this Kingdome there is a 
large and ample Village containing to the number of sixe 
thousand or moe Families, and called Melli, whereof the 
whole Kingdome is so named. And heere the King hath 
his place of R esidence. The Region it selfe yeeldeth great 
abundance of Corne, Flesh, and Cotton. Heere are many 
Artificers and Merchants in all places : and yet the King 
honorably entertaineth all strangers. The Inhabitants are 
rich, and have plenty of wares. Heere are great store of 
Temples, Priests, and Professors, which Professors read 
their Lectures on ely in the Temples, because they have no 
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Colledges at all. The people of this Region excell all 
other Negros in wit, civility, and industry; and were the 
first that embraced the Law of Mahumet, at the same time 
when the Uncle of Joseph the King of Maroca was their 

A.D. 

c. 1526. 

The Plince of 
Melli subdued 
by Izchia. 

Prince, and tI1e Government remained for a while unto 
his pDsteritie: at length Izchia subdued the Prince of this 
Region, and made him his Tributarie, and so oppressed 
him wi th grievous exactions, that he was scarce able to 
maintaine his Family. 

Tombuto is so called of a certaine Towne so called, The Kingdom 

which (they say) King Mense Suleiman founded in the o.;.o~~::au:~s 
yeere of the .Hegeira 610. and it is situate within twelve conquered by 
miles of a certaine branch of Niger, all the houses whereof the King of 
are now changed into Cottages built of Chalke, and Maroco 15 89. 
covered with Thatch. Howbeit there is a most stately from whmce 

, he had.for 
Temple to be seene, the walles whereof are made of stone yeerely 
and lime; and a Princely Palace also built by a most excel- Tribute 
lent workeman of Granada. Heere are many shops of mighty sums of 
Artificers, and Merchants, and especially of such as weave ~one~. fut 
Linnen or Cotten cloth. And hither doe the Barbarie t e Ctvt wars have altered 
Merchants bring cloth of Europe. All the women of this that state since. 
Region except Maid-servants goe with their faces covered, 
and sell all necessary victuals. The Inhabitants, and 
especially strangers there residing, are exceeding rich, 
insomuch, that the King that * now is, married both his '" I 5 26. 

daughters unto two rich Merchants. Heere are many The KilJg of 
welles, containing most sweet water; and so often as the Tombuto his 

River Niger overfloweth, they conveigh the water thereof ~a;:!,~~~'~nto 
by certaine sluces into the Towne. Corne, Cattell, Milke, two rich 
and Butter, this Region yeeldeth in great abundance: but 
salt is very scarce heere; for it is brought hither by land 
from Tegaza, which is five hundred miles distant. When 
I my selfe was heere, I saw one Camels load of Salt sold 
for eightie Duckats. The rich King of Tombuto hath 
many Plates and Scepters of Gold, some whereof weigh 
one thousand and three hundred pounds: and he keepes a 
magnificent and well furnished Court. When he travel­
leth any whither he rideth upon a Carnell, which is lead by 
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some of his Noblemen; and so he doth likewise when. hee 
goeth to warfare, and all his Souldiers ride uPQn Horses. 
Whosoever will speake unto this King must first fall downe 
before his feet, and then taking up earth, must sprinkle 
it upon his owne head and shoulders: wHich custome is 
ordinarily observed by them that never saluted the King 
before, or come as Ambassadours from other Princes. He 
hath alwayes three thousand Horsemen, and a great 
number of footmen that shoot poysoned arrowes, attending 

arroweJ. upon him. He so deadly hateth all Jewes, that he will 
J ewes hated. 

Bookes. 

Shels used for 
Coine like as 
in the Killg­
dome of Congo. 

not admit any into his Citie: and whatsoever ,Barbarie 
Merchants he understandeth to have any dealings with the 
Jewes, he presently causeth their goods to be confiscate. 
Heere are great store of Doctors, Judges, Priests, and 
other learned men, that are bountifully maintained at the 
Kings cost and charges. And hither are brought divers 
Manuscripts or written Bookes out of Barbarie, which are 
sold for more money then any other Merchandize. The 
Coine of Tombuto is of Gold without any stampe or 
superscription: but in matters of small value they use 
certaine shels brought hither out of the Kingdome of 
Persia, foure hundred of which shels are woorth a Duckat : 
and sixe peeces of their Golden Coine with two third parts 
weigh an ounce. The Inhabitants are people of a gentle 
and cheerefull disposition, and spend a great part of the 
night in singing and dancing through all the streets of the 
Citie: they keepe great store of men and women-slaves, 
and their Towne is much in danger of fire: at my second 
being there halfe the Towne almost was burnt in five 
houres space. Without the Suburbs there are no Gardens 
nor Orchards at all. 

The Towne of Cabra a laJrge Towne built without walles in manner of 
Cabra. a Village, standeth about twelve miles from Tombuto 

upon the River Niger: and heere such Merchants as 
travell unto the Kingdomes of Ghinea and Melli embarke 
themselves. Neither are the people or buildings of this 
Towne any whit inferiour to the people and buildings of 
Tombuto: and hither the Negros resort in great numbers 

522 

.. 



JOHN LEO ON AFRICA 

by ,¥ater. In this Towne the King of Tombuto appoin­
teth a Judge to decide all controversies: for it was tedious 
to goe thither so oft as need should require. I my selfe 
am acquainted with Abu Bacr, sirnamed Pargama, the 
Kings Brother;who is blacke in colour, but most beautifull 
in mind and conditions. Heere breed many diseases 
which exceedingly diminish the people; that by reason of 
the fond and loathsome mixture of their meates; for they 
mingle Fish, Milke, Butter, and Flesh altogether. And 
this is the ordinary food also in Tombuto. 

The great Towne of Gago being unwalled also, is dis­
tant Southward of Tombuto almost foure hundred miles, 
and enclinetn somewhat to the South-East. The houses 
thereof are but meane, except those wherein the King and 
his Courtiers remaine. Here are exceeding rich Mer­
chants: and hither continually resort great store ofNegros, 
which buy Cloath here brought out of Barbarie and 
Europe. This Towne aboundeth with Corne and Flesh, 
but is much destitute of Wine, Trees, and Fruites. How­
beit, here is plenty of Melons, Citrons, and Rice: here 
are many Wells also containing most sweet and wholsome 
water. Here is likewise a certaine place where slaves are 
to be sold, especially upon such dayes as the Merchants 
use to assemble; and a young slave of fifteene yeares age 
is sold for sixe Duckats, and so are children sold also. 
The King of this Region hath a certaine private Palace, 
wherein hee maintaineth a great number of Concubines 
and Slaves, which are kept by Eunuches: and for the 
guard of his owne person, he keepeth a sufficient troope of 
Horsemen and Footmen. Betweene the first Gate of the 
Palace and the inner part thereof, there is a place walled 
round about, wherein the King himselfe decideth all his 
subjects controversies: and albeit, the King be in this 
function most diligent, and performeth all things thereto 
appertaining, yet hath he about him his Counsellors, and 
other Officers; as namely, his Secretaries, Treasurers, 
Factors, and Auditors. It is a wonder to see what plenty 
of Merchandize is daily brought hither, and how costly 
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and sumptuous all things be. Horses bought in Europe 
for ten Duckats, are here sold againe for forty, .and some­
times for fifty Duckats a piece. There is not any Cloath 
of Europe so course, which will not here be sold for foure 
Ducats an ell; and if it be any thing fine; they will give 
fifteene Duckats for an ell: and an ell of the Scarlet of 
Venice, or of Turkie Cloath is here worth thirty Duckats. 
A Sword is here valued at three or foure Crownes, and so 
likewise are Spurs, Bridles, with other like commodities; 
and Spices also are sold at an high rate: but of all other 
commodities, Salt is most extremely deare. Th~ residue 
of this Kingdome containeth nought but Villages and 
Hamlets inhabited by Husbandmen and Shepheards, who 
in Winter cover their bodies with beasts skins; but in 
Summer they goe all naked save their privie members: 
and sometimes they weare upon their feete certaine shooes 
made of Camels Leather. They are ignorant and rude 
people, and you shall scarce find one learned man in the 
space of an hundred miles. They are continually bur­
thened with grievous exactions, so that they have scarce 
any thing remaining to live upon. 

Guber standeth Eastward of the Kingdom of Gago 
almost three hundred miles; between which two King­
domes lieth a vast Desart, being much destitute of water, 
for it is about forty miles distant from Niger. The King­
dome of Guber is environed with high Mountaines, and 
containeth many Villages inhabited by Shepheards, and 
other Heardsmen. Abundance of Cattell here are both 
great and small: but of a lower stature then the Cattell in 
other places. At the inundation of Niger all the fields of 
this Region are overflowed, and then the inhabitants cast 
their seed into the water onely. In this Region there is a 
certaine great Village containing almost sixe thousand 
Families, being inhabited with all kind of Merchants; 
and here was in times past the Court of a certaine King, 
who in my time was slaine by Izchia the King ofTombuto, 
and his sonnes were gelt, and accounted among the number 
of the Kings Eunuchs. 
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He which pleaseth the inhabitants of the Desart best, 
is sure to l'k King of Agadez. The residue of this King­
dome lying Southward is inhabited by Shepheards and 
Heardsmen, who dwel in certaine Cottages made of 
boughes, which cottages they carrie about upon Oxen from 
place· to place. They erect their Cottages alwaies in the 
same field where they determine to feede their cattell; 
like as the Arabians also doe. 

The great Province of Cano standeth Eastward of the 
River Niger almost five hundred miles. The greatest 
part of the inhabitants dwelling in Villages are some of 
them Heardsmen, and others Husbandmen. Here grow­
eth abundance of Corne, of Rice, and of Cotton. Also 
here are many Desarts and wild woodie Mountaines con­
taining many Springs of water. In these Woods grow 
plenty of wild Citrons and Lemons, which differ not much 
in taste from the best of all. In the midst of this Pro­
vince standeth a Towne called by the same name, the 
walles and houses whereof are built for the most part of a 
kind of Chalke. The inhabitants are rich Merchants, and 
most civill people. Their King was in times past of great 
puissance, and had mighty troopes of Horsemen at his 
command; but he hath since been constrained to pay 
tribute unto the Kings of Zegzeg and Casena. After­
ward, Ischia the King of Tombuto faining friendship unto 
the two foresaid Kings treacherously slew them both. 
And then hee waged warre against the King of Cano, 
whom after a long siedge he took, and compelled him to 
marrie one of his daughters, restoring him againe to his 
Kingdome, conditionally that he should pay unto him the 
third part of all his tribute: and the said King of Tom­
buto hath some of his Courtiers perpetually residing at 
Cano for the receit thereof. 

Casena bordering Eastward upon the Kingdome last 
described, is full of Mountaines, and drie fields, which 
yeeld notwithstanding great store of Barlie and Mill-seed. 
The inhabitants are all extremely blacke, having great 
noses and blabber lips. They dwell in most forlorne and 
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base Cottages: neither shall you find any of their Villages 
containing above three hundred Families. And besides, 
their base estate they are mightily oppressed with famine: 

[II. vi. 830 .] a King they had in times past whom the.foresaid Ischia 
lzchia. slew, since whose death they have all beene tributarie 

'The Kingdom 
ofZegzeg. 

unto Ischia. 
The South-east part of Zegzeg bordereth upon Cano, 

and it is distant from Casena almost an hundred and fiftie 
miles. The inhabitants are rich, and have great traffique 
unto other Nations. Some part of this Kingdome is 
plaine, and the residue Mountainous, but the Mountaines 
are extremely colde, and the Plaines intollerably hot. And 
because they can hardly indure the sharpenesse of Winter, 
they kindle great fires in the midst of their houses, laying 
the coles thereof under their high bedsteads, and so betak­
ing themselves to sleepe. Their fields abounding with 
water, are exceeding fruitfull, and their houses are built 
like the houses of the Kingdome of Casena. They had a 
King of their owne in times past, who being slaine by 
Ischia (as is aforesaid) they have ever since beene subject 

lzchia. unto the said Ischia. 
'The Region of The Region of Zanfara bordering Eastward upon 
Zanfo~a. Zegzeg, is inhabited by most base and Rusticall people. 

Z
'The Ktng/,oJ.' Their fields abound with Rice, Mill, and Cotton. The 

anforasatne I h b' 11 . d 1 bl k h ' by lzchia and n a ltants are ta III stature an extreme y ac e, t elr 
the peopl: visages are broade, and their dispositions most salvage and 
made tribu- brutish. Their King also was slaine by Ischia, and them-
ta,.y. selves made tributarie. 
'The 'Towne These Kingdomes of Guangara adjoyneth South-
and Kingdome easterly upon Zanfara. Southward thereof lyeth a 
of Guangara. 
Gold. Region greatly abounding with gold. But now they can 

Izchia. 

have no traffique with forren Nations, for they are molested 
on both sides with most cruell enemies. For Westward 
they are opposed by Ischia, and Eastward, by the King of 
Borno. When I my selfe was in Borno, King Abraham 
having levied an huge Armie, determined to expell the 
Prince of Guangara out of his Kingdome, had hee not 
been hindred by Homar the Prince of Gaoga, which 
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bega-nne to assaile the Kingdome of Borno. Wherefore 
the King t>f Borno being drawne home into his owne 
Countrey, was enforced to give over the conquest of 
Guangara. Sg often as the Merchants of Guangara 
travell into the foresaid Region abounding with gold, 
because the wayes are so rough and difficult that their 
Camels cannot goe upon them, they carry their wares upon 
slaves backes; who being laden with great burthens, doe 
usually travell ten or twelve miles a day. Yea, some I 
saw that made two of those journies in one day: a wonder 
it is to see what heavy burthens these poore slaves are 
charged witha.Il; for besides the Merchandize, they carry 
victuals also for their Masters, and for the Souldiers that 
goe to guard them. 

A.D. 
c. 1526. 

The large Province of Borno, bordering W estw~rd upon The Kingdom 
the Province of Guangara, and from thence extending of Borno. 

Where no 
Eastward five hundred miles, is distant from the Fountaine religioUJ Jet 
of Niger almost an hundred and fiftie miles, the South CeremonieJ 
part whereof adjoyning unto the Desart of Set, and the are, men are 
North part unto that Desart which lyeth towards Barca. Jaid to have no 

Th I h b· . S 11 k h' religion: yet e n a ltants, 1ll ummer goe a na ed save t elr upon better 
privie members which they cover with a peece of leather: notice ofJUch 
but all Winter they are clad in skinnes, and have beds of partJ,alwayan 
skinnes also. They embrace no Religion at all, being obJervation of, 

. h Ch" M h J f and communI-nelt er nstlans, a umetans, nor ewes, nor 0 any t' 'h h 
h P fi · b 1" fi' b' ca ton Wtt t e ot er ro eSSlOn, ut IVlllg a ter a rutlsh manner, and Devilhjound 

having wives and children in common: and (as I under- where men ' 
stood of a certaine Merchant that abode a long time among acknowledge, 
them) they have no proper names at all, but everyone is ;; G~d, (;j tn 

nickname~ ~ccording to his length, h~s fatness~, or so:ne it::' 8ava~eJ 
c:ther quahtle . They have a most pUIssant Pnnce, belllg are Jaid to 
l111eally descended from the Libyan people called Bardoa. have no 
H. e is at perpetuall enmitie with a certaine people inhabit- religion, 

b d h D f S having no 
mg ~yon. t e esart a eu ; who in times past, TempleJ, f.:fc. 
marchmg With an huge army of footemen over the said The DeJart of 
Desart, wasted a great part of the Kingdome of Barno. Seu. 
Whereupon the King of Borno sent for the Merchants of 
Barbarie, and willed them to bring him great store of 
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'The Kingdol1le 
of Nubia. 

PURCHAS HIS PILGRIMES 
c 

, 
Horses : for in this Countrey they use to exchange Horses 
for slaves, and to give fifteene, and sometimes twenty 
slaves for one horse. And by this meanes there were 
abundance of horses brought: howbeit, .the Merchants 
were constrained to stay for their slaves till the King 
returned home conquerour with a great number of' Cap­
tives, and satisfied his creditors for their Horses. The 
King seemeth to be marvellous rich ; for his Spurres, his 
bridles, platters, dishes, pots, and other vessels wherein 
his meate and drinke are brought to the table, are all of 
pure gold : yea, and the chaines of his Dogs and Houndes 
are of gold also. Howbeit, this King is extremely covet­
ous, for he had much rather pay his debts in slaves then 
in gold. 

Gaoga bordering Westward upon the Kingdome of 
Borno, and extending Eastward to the Confines of N ubia, 
adjoyneth Southward unto a certaine Desart, situate upon 
a crooked and winding part of Nilus, and is enclosed North­
ward with the frontiers of lEgypt. It stretcheth from 
East to West, in length five hundred miles, and as much 
in breadth. They have neither humanitie nor learning 
among them, but are most rusticall and savage people, 
and especially those that inhabite the Mountaines, who 
goe all naked saving their privities: Their houses are 
made of boughes and rafts, and are much subject to burn­
ing, and they have great abundance of Cattell, whereunto 
they give diligent attendance. This Prince greatly hon­
oreth all learned men, and especially such as are of the 
linage of Mahumet. I my selfe being in his Court, a 
certaine Noble-man of Damiata brought him very rich 
and royall gifts; as namely, a gallant Horse, a Turkish 
Sword, and a Kingly robe, with certaine other particulars, 
that cost about an hundred and fiftie Duckats at Cairo : in 
recompence whereof, the King gave him five slaves, five 
Camels, five hundred Ducats of that Region, and an hun­
dred Elephants teeth of wonderfull bignesse. 

Nubia bordering Westward upon the King-dome last 
described, and stretching from thence unto Nilus, is en-
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c1ose'i;l on the South-side with the Desart of Goran, and on 
the North-<6ide with the Confines of Egypt. Howbeit 
they cannot passe by water from this Kingdome into 
Egypt: for the River of Nilus is in some places n0 deeper 
then a man may wade over on foot. The principall Towne 
of this Kingdome called Dangala, is exceeding populous, 
and contayneth to the number of ten thousand Families. 
The Kingdome of Nubia is most rich in Corne and Sugar, 
which notwithstanding they know not how to use. Also 
in the Citie of Dangala there is great plentie of Civet and 
Sandal-woOod. This Region aboundeth with Ivory like­
wise, because·.heere are so many Elephants taken. Heere 
is also a most strong and deadly poyson, one graine 
whereof being di vided amongst ten persons, will kill them 
all within lesse then a quarter of an houre: but if one 
man taketh a grain, he dyeth thereof out of hand. An 
ounce of this Poyson is sold for an hundred Duckats ; 
neyther may it be sold to any but to forraine Merchants, 
and whosoever buyeth it is bound by an Oath not to use 
it in the Kingdome of Nubia. All such as buy of this 
Poyson are constrayned to pay as much unto the King, as 
to the Merchant: but if any man selleth Poyson without 
the Princes knowledge, he is presently put to death. The 
people themselves are called Bugiha, and are most base 
and miserable, and live onely upon Milke, Camels flesh, 
and the flesh of such beasts as are taken in those Desarts. 
Some times they receive Tribute of the Governour of 
Suachen, and sometimes of the Governours of Dangala. 
They had once a rich Towne situate upon the Red Sea 
called Zibid, whereunto belonged a commodious Haven, 
being opposite unto the Haven of Zidem, which is fortie 
miles distant from Mecca. But an hundred yeares since 
it was destroyed by the Soldan, because the Inhabitants 
received certaine Wares which should have beene carried 
to Mecca, and at the same time the famous Port of Zibid 
was destroyed, from whence notwithstanding was gathered 
a great yeerely Tribute. 
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