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And thio£lave 'Trade. �~� 

bee (0 angry about, hegave me a Keg of 
WIne, and was my Friend ever after. 
, 1'"t1e French Ship juO: now mentioned, 

.fell into their hands about a fortnight af­
ter I was �~�k�e�n� by, them, in this manner. 
It was norbpund trrSieraleon, but having 
not had �~�n� 'rObfervation for feveral days, 
becaufe the Sun was near their Zenith, they 
made land unexpectedly; and �n�~�t� know­
ing certainly whereabouts they were, but 
feeing feveral Ships in the River at an 
Anchor, thc;y came boldly towards them. 

I was then on board Captain Cocklyn's 
old Ship; for they had not quite fitted 
mine for their ufe, not having at that 
time any Guns mounted; fo I faw the 
,great fear and confufion that was amongO: 
them. My Mate, who had entered with 
them, faid, " He believed, by the Ship's 
" coming in fa boldly, it waS the Lau1Z­
" cefton Man of War of forty Guns, 
" whom we had left in Holland. For he 
" haQ heard me fay, !he was to. follow 
" us to the CoaO: of Guinea." 

Happy would it �~�a�v�e� been for us and 
many more" if it had been fo. For had 
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tha-t; br even a frtlaller Shlp of t . ody 
~ns, with the King's Com~itrlOO, ·o , e 

in itt that time, or any other., ~i1ff I 
was in tbelr hands, I am perfuaded thel 
would have eafily de(hoyed' "llem. For 
'the new-emered-men had li~e Courage; 
and the far ~reater part b6tn-of old and 
new Pirates, were fo much :in drink, that 
there could have been no OOOer or Con­
duct amongll: them in an Engagement. 
So that it w<>t!lld have been very eafy to 
have fubdued {hem, and p!1e\Yented that 
terrible Defirutlion., which happened to 
above o.ne hundred Sail ·of Ships, that 
fell afterwards in~o their Hands, in their 
going down the Coaft of Guinea: Toge­
ther with thofe Damages·dw: happened 
a tgood while after ·in the Eafllndies, by 
foine of this Gang t and 'the great Ravage 
~adC! by Roberts. (who rofe 'OUf of Dll.vils 
Allies) dle fec-ond time, on the Coaft of 
Gwine(J; till he was happily deftroyed by 
Sir ChfJJoner Ogle ,in the Swallow Man of 
War. But ~he reafon why no timely 
care. was taken to ptevent fo great a De­
firuttcon, is not proper for me to men­
tion in this place. As 
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. ~ sJ::lx'ac;1 M .\:Iu~ne[s to · b~ 6n.~ard ,.' 

.tblt1 , l~<ll(~ Ship, lQ tl.meof AthoD) I aike~ 
~pt~iJ} CocPJf/.n's leay,e (Or go on b~ 

'hEliS~~nder,.which he rea"dtvly gr~nted. 
J,~(l: ·as I 'Yas going, [everal (i).£ my ~eo-
pie who ~q, cmt'e:i:ed with him, [aid, 
' t They \j~ld ' go along with ·me, for 
,( ~ ~hey h:~a rte~eF 'feen a Gum fired in an­
" ~r." ' C~cklyn, hearing that, told them, 
~' ., 'l'hiat I1QW they {h0uld }earn ' to. ' fmell 
f-' O/unpo,wde~, 'and camed them hear-
l' t.i~y. ;. oj • 

. ,So I went on bo.ard Captain Elliot, 
:wh({~~ I [00.11 raw the FreJleh Ship taken. 
For comii'\.g [0 unexpettedly ' into the p\­
ra1;~$ bjlnds, . t,hey made no Tzefifiance : 
And beca,u[e the Captain did not fhike 
.on. thei,r firft firing, they put a Rope about 
h kS Nec~, and hoifted him up and down 
(ejveral times fO' the Main-yard-arm, till 
he was alrpofi dead. Captain Le BooJe 
coming- at that inftant, luckily faved his 
Life: And highly refenting this their 
~r,uel ufage to his Countryman, he pro.­
tefted l " he wo.uld remain no longer in 
(~ Partnerfhip with fuch barbarous ViI-

S 3 ~~ lains," ; 
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"1~1is..". So, to pacify him, 'they ,left 
the Frenchmm with the Ship in hig. re; 

afcer the Cargoe was deftroyed ... th 1 
cut the Ship's Malls by the board, and 
run her on Shore, for file was very oldr 

. ... .......' and not fit for theIr purpofet 
After the affair of the Ft;ehl~_Ship was 

over, I was employed for fe~e'ral days, in 
landing out of ' the Brigantine the Goods 
that had been given me, out of my own 
Ship's Cargoe, and carrying them to my 
Friend Captain Glynn's Haufe; in which 
both he and I worked very hard. For my 
own People that did not enter with the 
Pirates, were moilly obliged to work on 
board the Prize, in fitting her for them; 
and the Natives who ferved Captain · 
Glynn at his Houfe, were grown fo in­
folent by the large quantity of Goods 
given them by the Pirares, that they 
would do nothing hut what they pleafed. 
Bowever, at laft, with much trouble we 
got them houfed. 

By this time, which was about (he 
~oth of April, the Ship they had raken 
froq! me WqS compleatly fitted, and the 

3 next 
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a};: ~was appointed to nam~ ~~ to 

h· ~C I' . d '-'W'~ b w 1 eremony was InvIte . ' . en 
I came on board, the Pirate Captains t~ 
me, "Pc It was not out of Difre[pecT tiley 
~' had [ene for me, but to partake of the 
" good Ch¥ provided on this occaGon;" 
So they deL~d I would be chearful, and.go 
with them into the great Cabin. When 
I came there, Bumpers of Punch were 
put into our Hands, and on Captain Cock­
lyn's raying aloud, God bleJs the Windham 
Galley, we drank our Liquor, broke the 
Glaifes, and (he Guns fired. 

The Ship being Galley-built, with only 
two Buili De~ks, the Cover of the Scuttle 
of the Powder-room was in the great 
Cabin, and happened at that time to be 
open. One of the aftermoil: Guns blow­
ing at the Touch.hole, ret fire to [orne 
Cartouch-boxes, that had Cartridges .in 
them for fmall Arms, the Shoe and Fire 
of which flew about us, and made a great 
[mother. When it was over, Captain 
Da'Vis obferved, there had been great 
pap-ger to us from the Scuttle's being 
QP~n; there being ullder, in a Roam', 
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'~bovf-ev. - ff!ty thottJand ' weight d(~. n4 

l bwder. Cockljn replied, "He " ed 
f • • had taken fire, for it would hav: 

~ h • 
(C been a nobte blaft, to have gone to 
cc' Hell with: 

Then all going'upon Deck~ree Prizes 
thar remained tlnd'efl.'royed, w1;e ordered 
tb be 'burned; upon hearing thar, I pri­
vatel'y repre{e;, ted to Captain Davis, 
" How hard it J6uld be upon us who 
" were Prifoners, to rema'in in that Coun­
" try, wi.thout .Neceffaries and without 
n Food to {ubfifl: on: Befides, there was 
~( no maimer ~f P,rof-peCt of our getting 
'{ 'away:quickly': That to theinany Ohli­
(5 ('gariofls-lowed him, I hoped he would 
" add one more; and, by his Intereft, at 
(L leafi: fave on~ of the Veffels, for us 
" to return ' -to 'Engiand in: That as he 
cc had {everal times' hinted to me, how 
,e much he diniked tliat courfe of Life, 
« hoping he lhouldhave an opportunity 
<,.' ofleaving it In a !hore time; fo r wi!hed 
CJ he would put it 'iii my power, to re­
~ port to his AdVint'age; the good deed 
~~ I therl' requefttd - b~ him; for, in my 

6 {( Opinion, 
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< ~n~' fi, ndd:d }V1l!1 rd~r, and Froo~tyj; 
,1: of1l'dn p>ra<£bfecl) @y 'Pc1rates~,' D01hing:,;, 
' . courd rtlake lihem mGt~ . .Q~ious· 00), .~ 
" ~orrm, tllarr I:lli<:!ir ddHeyin2, ! QUt o{ 

.'<' mere Wa.rironnefs, .fO! m':tny . 8fuips and 
" Ca.rgdes?~A mad bfl~~ clone.'b)l C@Ckly72 a'Qd 
" Le BooJe<'f, Crews; lru inmwh I ·hew he' 
" had IHil hand.: Andj£he-woulld be p1eafed 
" to procure my eNtire : Liberty,' au the 

." fame tlme '.troiit me p1eaded for one .of' 
<' the VdfeIs :for us, it wo:uM be a (i]:ouble: 
" Obligation on me to Gratitude; in cafe' 
" . it ever £ell in my power ,to [erve him." .~ 

.. This .lrre. readily promifed, -and by his 
Mana!£emorot. the Ships wer~·. fa"ed froni; 
being bur~ed, and they made a Bonfi.r'e -
only of the old Rijng Sun, being the Ship 
they had quiued fot mine: Ananow ob­
taining, through Captain Davilf's means,' 
my inrire Liberty, I went on S40re to my 
friend Captain Glynn's Haufe again. 

Two days after this Captain Elliot rent 
his Boat for me, defiring I would forth­
with come on board his Ship, 'becau[e he 
wanted very much to fpeak with me. I 
h~d too many obligations to. this Gentle-

man 
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m. anrro~fufe going, (tho' I had~~ fcf 
~. averfi6n.) Upon coming on boa he 
pii[ate1y reprefented to me, 'c That 
., knew he had been obliged againtthis 
cC will by the Pirates, to receive into his • 
cc Ship a great quantity of Otillr People's 
(C Goods; for which he mighereafter 
cc be called to an account; therefore he 
" defired I would give him a Certificate, 
" teftifying the Truth of it." Knowing 
this to be true, I readily complieq; for 
he was a very honeO: Man, as appeared 
foon after. For the Pirates compelling 
him to go out of the River with them, as 
their '['ender, he took the firO: opportu­
nity of getting from them, which he 
did in a Tornado, or fudden GuO: of Wind, 
that arofe in the Night; and having the 
good fortune to fucceed in his attempt. ' he 
made a good Voyage for his Owners, 
with Slaves to Barbadoes; where he fell 
fick and died. 

While I was in his Ship, the three Pi­
rate Captains 'called along tile fide. Not 
expecting to fee me there, they feemed 
very glad of it, and invited me to go and 

fup 
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(uR' wi . them on board Capt~ Dav£s. 
T I '''' declined, being defirous 10f going 

n Shore to Captain Glynn's. But Cetfl~ 
tai; Davis infifting on it, I thought it 

• prudent to comply; that I might no! lore 
that GencY~~an's Good-will, who had 
been [0 kihd to me. 

After we had been [ome time'on board 
his Ship, Supper was brought up aboue 
eight a clock in the Evening; and the 
Mufick was ordered to play, amongfr: 
which was a Trumpeter, that had been 
forced to enter Ollt of one of the Prizes. 
About the middle of Supper, we heard 
upon Deck an outcry of Fire, and in­
fiantly' a Perf on came to us, and [aid, 
" The Main-hatch-way was all in a 
" Flame j" fo we all went upon Deck. 

At that time, be fides the Pirates Ship's 
Crew, who were moil:ly drunk, there was 
on board at Jeaft fifty Prifoners; and fe. 
veral Boats along the fide, into which 
many People jumped, and put off. I be­
ing then Oft the ~rter-deck, wich the 
Captains, obferved this to them; but 
they all in confufioo [aid, « We know 

,~ not 
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" not ~~,~ ~o in (he matte ,," Upon 
that I to'ld . '(hem, "If the f0~ ~\e 
't\..wer~ _ allQwed ~\o ,go awalt , wid~ ~~~ 
~' BQa~s. ' nq one would endeavour to-,av. 
" the Ship,; :l,lld we th~t were lef~ ih@W, • 
<c be lqtl, (f~Jr the other ShipS"M'ere.abo\l~ 
« a Mile from us, an~ the Tide' of F~Qo4 
~c tben run ro ftrong, that their BQat~ t;t;\~)d 
,( not row againfl: it to f<J.~e u$:}$a I 
propofe.d tR, them, " to ~re tbe Q.u~r(er-
« deck Guns ~t ~he Boats that had juft put 
~c off, to <iliJ~ge . them to. £OP.1e on board 
(, agaill;,': w,.picl~ being inftaml)l done, it 
fa fdgh(~ed ,the ,People in them, th~t tbey 
forthwith c~me. pack; and. ,all that wer~ 
able, and ~t drunk, lent .. 'heir helping 
hand tf?.P\!t ,out the Fire; which by ,this 
time was , '(9qle~o. ~ great .head in tho 
Ship's ?q~Q~ , . I, " . 

M~c;f: th~s I ~ent down into the St~er~ 
!lge, whHcr.J f~w·one GouldiJlg~ who V'{~9 
Gunner'~ , M~t(i' , and a bri~ ~ive 'F,el. 
low, ~~ hi~ ~e~d 4P . ,the After-hltt~h· 
way, qll~m~A'ar Blankets and Water.; 
" whi,* if n.9f qro4g~t irp.mediaec:ly, {he 
~' [aid) £,he. B,~Jf-hyad of. th~ POWdCf.,. 

" room 
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w ~ w:oulal be fired, am{;l the Shjp fCDCi>'h 
_'(Rlow'lil ul-":- ()b[e:rrv.~ng ,the_-JStltlpqdjy 
.of j)he People about m~., who aood 100k-

• ,il!1g on one another, I caugh'!: up f¢v-eral 
'Bl"mkets and Rugs which lay _ [@w~reQ 

about, and flung them ~(j) ·him) 'ood ,10 
,did >others by imy example . . < 'TheLl I run 
'out: of tJhe Steerage upon D<l!ck; where 
meeting with ['Orne People that wex;e fo­
ber, iI got themt!o go 'Over 'the frde"and 
draw up Bucklets of Wa~er ,; And 'oohers 
-handing them to Goulding, whCD had by 
this. oime placed dile Blankets nmd Ru.gs 
ag.ain1il: the Bulk-head ,Gtf the ,Powder­
ROGlm, he flung 'this Water on .them, 3ilild 

there,by prevented the Fla,mes ftGrn ca~ch­
ing Dhe Powder., and ebnfi'eClj,(lelltly frCDm 
b~owing up the Ship, which mu1lt other­
wife have happened: For there Was then 
oil 60a~d at leaft thirty thoz~/;md pounds 
of Gunpowder, which had been taken 
out of feveral Prizes, it being a Comm;. 
dicy mlilCh in requefi amo@gft the N e­
groes. 

There was ftill great Confufionamongtl: 
os, occafioned by the darknefs of the 

N ighr, 
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Night, . and the' many drunken ~le. , 
,ho were not {entible of the great ~~-

, ger we were in: Moreover, the Peol'1e In 

the Hold gave us as yet no Hopes of their .. 
getting the Maftery of (he Fire. So I 
went again on the Quarter-deck, and 
confidered with my felf, if the fire could 
not be conquered, as I could not fwilB, I 
fhould have no chance of being faved: 
and even thofe that could, would, I knew, 
be expo fed (0 be torn to pieces by vora­
cious Sharks, which abound in that Ri­
ver: So I took one of the Quarter-deck 
Gratings, and lowered it by a Rope over 
the Ship's-fide, defigning to get on that, 
if I iliould be forced to quit the Ship. For 
tho' the Boats had been once obliged [0 

come back, yet ic being a dark Nighr, 
fome People, unperceived, had flipped 
again away with chern, and were quite 
gone away. 

Whilft I ftood mufing with my felf 
OIl the ~arrer-deck. I heard a loud lhour 
upon the Main-deck, with a Huzza, 
" For a brave blajl to go to Hell with," 
which was repeated feveral times. This 

not 
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no~. only much ~led ~e) but alfo 
~any of the new entered Pirates; who 
were ftruck with a Pannick Fright, be­
lieving the . Ship was juft blowing up ; fo 
that feveral of them came running on the 
~rter-de~k, and accidentally threw me 
down, it being very dark. As foon as I 
got upon my Legs again, I heard thefe 
poor wretches fay, in a lamentable V 0ice, 
one co another; 'e Oh! chat we could b~ 
(, fo fooliili as to enter into this vile courfe 
(C of Life! The Ship will be immediately 
cc blown up, and we iliall fuffer for our 
" Villanies in Hell Fire:' So that when 
the old harden'd Rogues on the Main­
deck, wiili'd for a blaft to go to Hell 
with, the other poor wretches were at 
the [arne time under the greateft Confter­
natipn .at the thoughts of it. 

Th'e Apprehenfion of the Ship's bei'ng 
juft ready to blow up, was fo univer[a), 
that above fjfcy People got on the Bolr­
fprit, and Sprit-fail-yard, thinking they 
iliould have there a better chance for their 
Lives: But they much deceived them­
[elves, for had fo great a quantity of 

Powder 
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-Powder' l\S ,w~ at ,bat -.time on bQard, 
.been:fired,,~t ~out(}:nave blQ~n them ~p 
,to Atoms. , • 

There .was ,one Yaylor, Mailer of this 
Pirate Ship, as brifk and couragious a

e
• 

Man as ever' l' raw j (who ,afterwards 
. commanded theCaIJandra, an f-ng1iJh Etij1 
India Ship, arid carried her to'New Spain, 
where'he and' 4is Crew feparated.) This 
Perf on, with fifteen more, fpared no 
_pains to extinguifh the Fire in .the Hold j 

and rho' they were (calded in, a fad .man­
ner by tbe Flames, yet they never ih.('unk 
till it was conquered; which was not ~ill 
near ten a clock at night, when they came 
upon Deck,' declaring the Danger was 
over: So the Surgeons were called to 
dl:efs their burns. This was joyful News 
to us aU on Deck, for we liule expeCted 
to e[cape. 

I !hall now relate how this Fire .hap­
pel1ell, from which our Deliverance was 
alrmoil: miraculous. ,About half an hour. 
after eight a clock in the e~eningt a Ne­
groe Man Wf)nt .inro the I;Iold" t9 pump 
.fome Rum out of a Cafk; and 'impru-

dently 
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tiently holding ndle too near the 
}311ng~hole, a Spa -~ ell into the Hogf­
\ he~, and fet the Rum on fi re. This 
immediately fired another Ca{k. of the 
fame Liquor, whofe Bung had been; 
through carelefsnefs, left open: And both 
the Heads of the Hogilieads immedia tely 
flying out, with a report equal to thac 
of a fmall Cannon, the fire run about 
the Hold. There were twenty Ca{k.s of 
Rum, with as many Barrels of Pitch and 
Tar, very near the place where the Rum 
lay that was fired j yet i t pleafed God 
n'one of thefe took fire, otherwife it would 
have been impoffible for us to e[cape . . 

After this was over, I was obliged to 
fray on board till Morning, all the Boats 
being run away with, In that time 
Golding, the Gunner's Mate, told the Pi­
rate's Crew feveral things to my Advan­
tage: " How I had h anded the Blankets 
" to him, ahd ordered Water to be thrown: 
" on them; which faved the Bulk-h"ad, 
" where the Powder lay, fro,m being fired, 
" and confequently the Ship from being 
" blown up." So now I was more than 

T ever 
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ever in their favou-;: For feveral of chem 
defired me to com~oard the Wind­
ham Galley, the day Things were f~ld 
there at the Maft~ and chen they would 
be kind co me. Likewife Captain Davis • 
prefs'd me co come, afking me, " Whe-
e, cher che Gold Watch that was taken 
" from me was a good one?" To which 
e' I anfwering, ,, "It was very good. at that 
"time." He then raid, " He would buy 
" it for his own ufe at any rate." 

While he and I wfre talking thus, one 
of the Mates came half drunk, on the 
Quarter-deck, faying co him; "I pro~ 
~, pore in behalf of the Ship's Company, 
,~ that this Man {hall be obliged CO go 
" down the Coaft of Guinea with us; 
" for I am told we cannot have a better 
" Pilot." This was a great furprize to 
m e; but my generous Friend Davis foon 
put me out of pain. For he told him, 
" They wanted no Pilot:" and the fellow 
frill infifting on my going, Captain Davis­
caned him off the ~ner-deck, and I 
heard no more of it : For [oon afcer I wene 
on Shore co my Friend Captain Glynn's 
Houfe. Two 
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. tv.:0 da ys a..f~erjhis) a [rna 11 Ve1Yel . 
tame IOto the RiW-r; and was taken by 
th@m: It was called the Dijpatch Captain 

Wi!fon, belonging to the Royal African 
Company. Mr. Simon 'Jones, formerly my 
firO: Mate, who had entered with the 
Pirates, (as I have before related) told · 
them, on this occafion, " That he had 
U once commanded a Ship, which was 
<c hired and freighted by the African 
" Company; and that he had been very 
" unjufl:ly ufed by them; [0 he de fired 
" the Di(patch might be burned, that he 
" migh t be revenged of them ." This 
being immediately con(ented to, and forth ... 
with ordered to be executed, one John 
Stubbs, a winy briik fellow, flo od up, 
and defired to be heard firfi; faying, 
(, Pray, Gentlemen, hold a little, and I 
,e will prove to you, if this Ship is burnt, 
" you will thereby greatly [erve the Como. 
« pany's IntereO:." This drawing every 
one's attention, they bid him go on: 
Then he [aid, " The Ve1Yel has been oue 
" thefe ~wo years on her Voyage, being 
~' old and crazy, and almofi eaten to 

T 2 ~' pieces 
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H pieces 'by the \Worms; befides, her 
.. Stores are worth~ and as to her 
" Cargoe, it confifts only of a little Red­
" wood and Melegette-pepper j fo if {be 
Cc lhould be burned, the Company will 
" 10Ce little; but the poor People that 
" now belong to her, and have been 10 
cc long a Voyage, will lofe all theIr Wa­
C< ges, which, I am Cure, is three times 
" the Value of the Velfel, and of ber 
" trifling Carg0e; fo that the Company 
<, will be highly obliged to you for de­
C( ftroying her." The reft of the Crew 
being convinced by there Reafons, the 
Velfel was {pared, and delivered again to 
Captain WilJon and his People, who af ... 
terwards came Cafe to England in it . . 

The 29th of April, fuch of the Pirates 
as were my Friends, rent me word on 
Shore, "That the Sale of Necelfaries 
H was to begin that day in the afternoon, 
" in the lYindham-Galley, Captain Cock­
e; lyn." So I went on board in a large 
Cannoe, belonging to two Men that lived' 
al'hore, who went at the fame time wirh 
me. At the Sale, feve~al of the Pirates 

5 bought 
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bought many F cettitries that had been 
mine, and g.ave tnem to me. Likewife, 
Mt.James GrijJin, my SchoOlfellow, was 10 
civil .as to beg from thofe that were not fo 
kind to me, as he hoped they would have 
been. The two white Men that went . 
with me in the Cannoe, minded their own 
bufinefs fo well, that they got feveral great 
Bundles of Clothes and Goods, which 
they put into the Cannoe with mine. 

By this time feveral pirates being half 
drunk with Brandy, looked over the fide, 
and feeing fo many Bundles in the Cannoe, 
which they fuppofed to be all mine, they 
fwore, « I was infatiable, and that it 
c< would be a good deed to throw them 
"overboard." This my kind School­
fellow hearing, he came and told me of 
it; advifing me, to go immediately on 
Shore; which I accordingly did; and it 
proved very happy for me. For [oon 
after my Watch was put up to [ale, anc! 
many bidding for it, [orne qf them OUt 

()f Spite to Captain Davis, it was run up 
to one hundred Pounds, ~hich he paiq 
~own, One of the Piratl!S peing greatly I 

1L 3 v~xeq 
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vexed at" it, faid, c<JIe believed the 
" Cafes of the Watc~ 'tvere not good 
" Guld ;" and calling for a Touch-fiQIle, 
he tried them on it. The Touch looking 
of a copperiJh Colour, (as indeed all Gold­
cafes of W atches do on the touch, by 
rea[on of the quantity of Alloy puc in to 

harden them) this pretence ferved the 
turn of this Villain; who thereupon ex­
c1aim"ed againft me, faying', c< I was a 
" greater Rogue than any of them, who 
" openly profeffed Piracy; fince I was fo 
" fiy, as to bring a bafe Metal Watch, and 
<, endeavour to put it off for a gold one." 

This Speech procured me the Anger 
of many, who knew no better; they be­
Eeving every word of what he faid [0 be 
true. And tho' Captain Davis laugh'd at 
ie, yet feveral fwore, " If I had not been 
" gone on Shore, they would have whip­
<c ped me :" And as their Drunkennefs in­
creafed, they talked of fending for me (0 

be punif'hed for fo great a Villany, ai 
they called it. But my Schoolfellow 
apprehending they would really offer me 
fome Violence, was [0 kind as to fend me 

word 
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word of what had pa[s'd, by a white Man 
living on, Shorf, who was then on board; 
aclvifing me to go into the Woods, for 
they {bould fail quickly out of the River. 

The next morning early, which was 
the laft day of April, as I was juf!: going 
to follow his advice, I was agreeably fur­
prized with the arrival of one Mr. James 
Bleau, my SU'rgeon, whom they defigned 
to take by force with them. This honef!: 
Man had been very much caft down at ir. 
and had often defired me to intercede for 
his liberty: Accordingly I had done ie. 
reprefenting, " That he grieved himfelf 
c< fo much, that if he did not die quickly, 
c, yet he would be of no ufe to them :" 
But this had no effeCt. However, at 
laf!:, a fortunate accident cleared him, 
when he leaf!: expected it; for (hat very 
evening, after I was come on Shore, the 
Surgeon of the French Ship entered with 
them; whereupon they gave Mr. Bleau 
his Liberty the next morning. 

Mr. Bleau brought tis the agreeable 
News, that the three Pirate Ships, with 
their Tender, were under f~il, going out 
, ' r 4- of 
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~:>f the Ri~er. This gave us all on Shore 
the highefr SatisfaClion ;'£or I had beep 
then in their hands a Month, and many 
others much long~r. Mr. Bleau, wh~m 
I have here mentioned, lives now at 
Woodford-Row on Epping-Fore.ft, whj:re 
he follows his Bufinefs. ' 

liliall now inform the Reader, wha~ 
be~ame of my kind Schoolfellow Griffin, 
i'J.nd my generous Friend Davis. The 
firfr took an opportunity of getting out 
of the hands Q.f the -pjratys, by taking 
away a Boat from ~he St~rn of rhe Ship 
he was iJl, when off the Road of Anna­
~aboe, on the Coafr of Guinea. He was 
~iriven on Shore there, unperceive~ in the 
night time; and from thence went to 
Cape Coclji Cajlle, belonging to the Royal 
African Company; from which place he 
went Paffenger to Barbadoes, in an Engli./h 
Ship; where he was taken with a violent 
Fever and died. 
. A~ to Davis~ having difcovered, a few 
days after they left the River Sierraleon, a 
Confpiracy, to deprive him of his Com­
~nand, which was carried op by one '1'0)'-

lor, 
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lor, that was Mafter of the Ship under 
him, he timelY'prevent~d it: But he and 
fom~ others left th~ir Ship, and went on 
bo~rd the Wz'ndam Galley, Captain C(JCk­
lyn, by whom he found Taylor had been 
fet on to difplace him, Thjs caufing him 
fO l~ave their Pi1rtnerfhip, he took a few · 
days after one Captain Plumb in the Prz'n­
refs of Lonr/on, whofe f€cond Mate Ro­
~erts, fo fampus ;ifterwards for his Vil­
lanies, emered with him; and Davis's 
Cr~w, after plundering the Ship, refiored 
her to Captain Plumb again. After this, 
Captain Davis went fpr the I!1and Prin­
ce[s, belonging to tl1e Portugutft, whiJ:h 
lies in the Bay of Guinea,. Here the Pi­
rates gave out, "They w~re a ~ing's 
" Ship;" but the People foon di[covered 
what they were by their lavilhne[s, E' 
PQrchafing fre{h Provifions with Goo s; 
but the Governour winked at it, on c­
~ount of the great Gains he, and Qthers 
of the chief of his People mape by them. 
But at laft fome putting hiql in mind, 
" That if this Affair fuould come to the 
~~ J\ing of J?ortugal's e~r, ~t might prove 

'~ hi& 
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c/ his ruin;" he plotted how to dellroy 
Davis and his Crew, i~order to colour 
over what he had fa bafely permitted. in 
~llowing them a free trade, after difcover­
ing they were Pirates. 

Captain Davis being one day on Shore 
with the Governor, he told him, " They 
" defigned to fail from the Ifl,(md in three 
" days, and that he would come, and take 
~, his leave of him the day before." Ac­
~ordingly he went on a Sunday morning, 
taking with him his firfl: Surgeon, the 
Trumpeter>~nd fame others, l;>efides the 
Boat's Crew. At thei .. coming into the 
Governor's Houfe, they faw no body to 
receive them; fo they went 00, till they 
~ame inco a long Gallery fronting the 
Street. ~ere the Governor's Major Do­
mo prefentlycame to them, faying, " Hi$ 
~( Mailer was at his COQotry-Hou[e, but 
" he had fent a MefTeoger to him, when 
" they faw Captain Davis coming on 
«( Shore; and no doubt he would Coon 
,~ be in Town." But the Surgeon ob­
[erving, that many People had got toge­
ther in the Street, with Arms in their 
, . . hands~ 
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hands, he faid to his qrptain) "I am '-
" fure we lhalffee no Governor to day," 
an) advifed him immedlat,ely to go away. 
So Davis and the Surgeon went Out of 

• the Houfe; whereupon the Major-DomO, 
qJled to the People in the Street, to fire 
at them. The Surgeon and two more . 
were kiU'd on the Spo~ and the Trum­
peter was wounded in the Arm, who­
feeing two Capuchin Friers (from whom 
I had this Account at the Hlang Princifs) 
fled to them. One of them took him in 
his Arms to fave him, but a Portugzte.Je 
came, and iliot him dead without any 
regard to the Frier's ProteCtion. Captain 
Davis, tho' he had four Shots in divers 
parts of his Body, yet continued running 
towards the Boat: But being clofely pur­
fued, a fifth Shot made him fall, and the 
Portuguefe being amazed at his great 
Strength and Courage, cut his Throat, 
that they might be fme of him. 

The Boat's Crew hearing the firing, 
put off in good time at fome difranc~ 
from the Shore; and feeing the Portu- . 
guefl advancing to fire at them) they rowed 

on 
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on board their Ship; where relating what 
had happened, as they ni'ppofed, to their 
Captain, and to the reft left on Shore, ia .fet 
tbe Pirates all in a flame; and they direaIy 
chofe Roberts for their Commander, vow­
ing a revere revenge on the Portttguefl. 

The Water was fo {hallow, that they 
could not get their Ship near the Town; 
fo they prepared a Raft, on which they 
mounted feveral pieces of Cannon, with 
whi{;h they fired at the place: But the 
Inhabitants having quitted it, and all ths 
Houfes being of Timber, they did little 
damage to the Town. Neither durft 
they land to burn the Place, for fear of 
the great Number of People, whom t&ey 
perceived in the Bullies with fmall Arms: 
So, they returned to their Ship, and th~ 
next day failed out of the Harbour. 

Th1.:!s fell Captain Davis, who (al­
lowing for the Courfe of Life he had 
been unhappily engaged in) was a moft 
generous humane Perfon. And thus Ro­
berts arofe, who proved the reverfe of 
him, and did afterwards a great deal of 
. mif~hief in Jh~ We.ft Indies, and on the 

Coatt 
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Coaa of Guinea; till he and his Crer,v 
were happily f~refs'd by Sir Chaloner 
Ogle, in the Swallow Man of War, and: 
in ~e Engagement, Roberts, and feveral 

• of his Peopfe were killed. But as there 
is An Account of the Pirates publi!hed, in 
which the prlnclpai Actions of Roberts 
are related, I !hall fay nothing · more of 
him here; but go on to relate what is 
not mentioned in the aforefaid Book. 

As foon as it was commonly known; 
that thei>irates were failed from Sierraleo11, 
Captain Bennet and Cf'hompfon, with fe­
veral others that had been obliged to keep 
in the Woods, as I have formerly related, 
came to Captain Glynn's Houfe. There 
we an confulted about preparing the 
Brifiol Snow, which the Pirates had [pared 
at my Intrea.ty, [0 as to make it fit for 
us to return to England in. There was 
with us one Captain David Creichton, in 
the Elizabeth of London, laden with dying 
Wood; whom the Pirates .had taken not 
long before me. Him they plundered, and 
would have defiroyed, but by the Interefr 
of' Mr. James GriJfin, who had been chief 

Mate 
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Mace with the Captain's Brother, the 
Ship was [pared. In ri'~s Ship Captain 
Creichton took as many People as he ~of"" 
nbly could, in order to fpare . our Provi­
nons, and failed a few days after the Pi­
rates left the River Sierra/eon, for London: 
We that were left behind, fent notice by 
him to our Owners of the great Misfor­
tunes that had befallen us. 

Then applying our felves to fit the 
Briflol-Snow, whom a worthy Perfon, one 
Captain John Morris, commanded, we 
found we !hould be in very great want 
of Provifions, confidering how many poor 
People defired to go home with us. Upon 
that Captain Glynn fent a fmall Sloop be­
longing to him, to fetch Provifions from 
the River Sherberow, where the deftroy­
iog Pirates had not been. From thence 
!he returned in a few days, with a good 
quantity; and one Captain Nisbet having 
found under his Ship's Ballaft in the Hold, 
feveral Calks of Beef; which had not 

I 

come to the knowledge of the Pirates 
(otherwife it would no doubt have been 
deftroyed, as moft part of his Cargoe was) 

5 he 
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he was [0 kind as ;0 [pare me as much of 
this Beef as he poffi~y could; and I drew 
a Bil~n my Owner for the value of it. . 

Moreover., we found in the Frmcb 
'3hip that had been taken, and afterwards 
run on Shore by the Pirates, a large quan­
tity of good Bifcuit, [0 that now we were 
fufficiently provided in all refpeCts. 

La!Uy, knowing that large quantities 
of Goods had been given by the Pirates. 
to all the white Men refiding on Shore 
upon their own accounts, we all wel,1t in 
a Body to demand them. Meffieurs Mead 
and Pearce, who were in Partnerfuip, 
very readily and honourably delivered up 
all they were poifeffed of: But others 
did not follow their Example; for they 
only !hewed us what Goods they thought 
proper., of which . I allowed them one 
third part for fal vage. 

So I iliipp'd what I had recovered from 
them, with the other Goods the Pirates 
had given me formerly out of Captain 
Morris's Veffel; and then we embarked in 
her,being above fixty Paffengers, befides fix 
Mafters of Ships, whofe Veffels had been 

deftroyed, 
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defiroyed, or fitted for the. ufe of the Pi4 
rates. We left the Mer Sierra/eon the 
loth day of May, and, after a tediouc PaC-

• {age, occafioned by the Ship's . bad fahing, 
we came fafe to Brijlol, the fidl: of Au~· 
gzljl 17l9. 

On my landing at the Key, Mr. CaJa~ 
major, Merchant of that City, came [0 me, 
apd 'deiivered me a Letter from my Owner, 
the late Humphrey Morrice Efq; who had 
received mine by Captain Creichton, with 
;the account of my Misfortune, a few days 
15efQ.re we arrived at Briflol. Mr. Morrice, 
in his Letter, was pleafed to comfort me 
under fo fevere a Trial, as I had undergone, 
affuring me, " He would immediately 
" give me the Command of another Ship; 
" (~pich accordingly he mofi generoufiy 
""_dKd (o~n after) . and that he had ordered 
c~, Mr., 9afaJUajor, his Correfpondenr, to 
,~~Jup'ply . me with Money, [0 difiribme 
' \. ~~9.ngft my poor Sailors, who had re­
ce ' t~~?ed w~th me to Briflol; in order to 
" enable them.to go' [O their feveral Ha­
" bit;dbns," which was in feveral Parts 
of England. 

Laus DEO. 
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