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nerally to be found; fo that the Attack is
Man to Man, or one Heap of Men againft
another, In Cafe one is fhot, the reft are
fure to fly, being very great Cowards, un-
lefs entangl’d among the Enemy. They
do not ftand upright in Battle but ftoop-
ing, and liftening that the Bullets may fly
over their Heads ; others creep towards the
Enemy as clofe as they can, then let fly,
and run away as though the Devil drove
them, Wars, betwixt two defpotic Kings,
who have their Subje@ts entirely at their
Command, laft long, frequently feveral
Years, and fometimes the Difpute ends in
the Ruin of one of them. Their Military
Arms are, Mufkets or Carabines, Guns,
and Swords fhap'd like Chopping-knives ;
~ they wear Caps on their Heads made of a
Crocodile’s Skin, with a heavy Iron Chain
girt round their Head. They ufe Bows
and Arrows, Shields, and an Inftrument
call'd Affagay. Some likewife havc great
Cannon.

Tue Kings do not dxﬁmgmﬂ) them-
felves by any State; there is no Guard at

their Palace Gates, nor any Body to wait
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on them, and when abroad in the Town
two Boys attend them only, one carries the
Sabre, and the other the Stool or Chair ;
but when they go to vifit fome confidera-
ble Man, feveral Shields are carried before
them, and an Umbrella above their Heads,
and are attended by the mofl beautiful of
their Wives fincly drefs’d with Gold and o-
ther rich Ornaments. ' The Riches of thefe
Kings, (who are hardly to be compar’d to
the Bailiff or Mayor of a Corporation Town
in Carnwal) are his Slaves, and he that has
many of them is confequently rich and po-
tent. The Grand Officers of the State are,
Braffoes, or Enfigns ; Tie-Tie’s, Criersand
Attendants on the King’s Wives; Harn-
blowers or Trumpeters, and Drummers.
The Office of Braffoe is to carry the King's
Meflages to the neighbouring Courts, the
Tie-Tie's Office is to cry out, Hearken, in
the publick Council, when the Voices run

too high, and to cry loft or ftolen Goods ;
the Attendants on the King’s Wives have
the Care of their Mafter's Orchards, and
of his Treafury, of which they keep the
Keys. Befides thefe, they have no other
Officers, '

OF
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Or the Marriages of the Natives of Gus-
nea Mention has been made. Some make
great Gain of their Wives, and ’tis with
this View that they marry many ; who are
fo faithful that when they have admitted
a Spark, they immediately acquaint their
Hufbands, who diretly fieeces him : Some
pretend they are not married, and fo im-
pofe upon the Stranger, who as foon as the
Affair is over is undeceiv'd by the Appea-
rance of the Hufband, in the fame Man-
ner claiming his Wife as the Bullies in Ex-
repe do. The ufual Sum for lying with
another Man’s Wife is about four, five, or
fix Pounds Sterling, but when the injur'd
Perfon is of Quality, 100/; but in Cafe
the offending Party denies the Fa&, then
the Caufe is brought into Court, The E-
vidence of the Woman is fufficient, who
relates all the Circumftances of the Aéion
in its moft natural Terms; the Accufed al-
ways denies the Fact ftrenuoufly. In this
Difficulty the Court, or rather Council of
old Men, are perplex'd what Sentence to
give, and therefore they put the Man to
his Oath, which if he refufes, the Verdict

goes
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goes againft him. Some, befides Wives,
have Concubines, whofe Children are e-
fteem’d legitimate : And if he has a Child
by his Slave, he can make it legitimate,
which if he does not do before his Death,
his Heir will look on it as a Slave, and
treat it as fuch.

In the Inland Countries the Punifhment
of Adultery extends to the Woman as well
as the Man, yet this deters not the Woman
from the Practice thereof. They mifs no
Opportunity, and are continually contriv-
ing Stratagems how to gain a Lover. Ifthey
meet with a Man they immediately ftrip
his lower Parts, and throw themfelves up-
on him, protefting that if he will not gra-
tify their Defires, they will accufe him to
their Hufbands, as Fofeph’s Miftrefs did to
Pharaoh, for nothing is more revengeful
than a difappointed Woman, who here are
like fo many Samfons pulling down Mif-
chief upon their own Heads as well as o-
thers. If they can come to the Place the
Man fleeps in, they lay themfelves foftly
down by him, foon wake him, and ufe
all their little Arts to move the darling

Pafiion,
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Paffion, and if he prove refractory thcynﬁ
fure him, they will make fuch a Noife as
fhall occafion their being taken together;
after which his Death will be inevitable.
The Youth is oblig’'d to comply, and the
Repetition hereof caufes Difcovery, and
confequently the Punithment follows. In=
deed, the Cafe is very hard with the Wo-
man, efpecially one of the King's Wives,
who feldom lie with the King above three
times, and afterwards are firi¢tly forbid the
Intercourfe of Men for the reft of their
Lives, which is fo unreafonable, that I dare
fay thofe Ladies who are fubje& to the
Gofpel could not comply with; for here,
in a proper Senfe, the Lady is tantaliz'd,
taftes of Pleafures fhe has the greateft De-
light in, and then when all her Paffions ar¢
afloat, her Gratification of them is prohibi-
ted by Death. T have often pitied thefe un-
happy Ladies, and refle€ted what greater
Privileges thofc of Chriffendom enjoy'd. Tt
is true, Criminal Converfation is a pecuni-
ary Crime among Chriftians, but then the
Woman is fo far from fuffering for her
Part of the Crime, that fhe receives the
greate(t Benefit, the Indulgence of her ten=
der
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der Paffion, her fole Delight, and with the
Man fhe loves, under no Apprehenfions of
Death, and if a Divorce enfues, her Join-
tyre is unalienable, and therefore that ren-
ders her Happinefs compleat. However,
thefe Negroe Royal Ladies do their utmoft
to gratify this Paffion, and often twenty of
them feize alufty Youth, and detain him
till his Strength is quite exhaufted, and
then they fend him away, making him
promife to return to them again at a Set
Time, of which he always fails, for he is
{ure to fell himfelf for a Slave.

In Ante, if a Woman has born Ten
Children fhe is feparated from her Huf-
band, and the reft of Mankind for a Year,
after which fhe returns, which is a very
particular Cuftom, the Reafon of which I
could not learn. They have a Cuftom of
holding Women unclean, and of circum-
cifing Children, which they probably learnt
from the fews or Mabometans. Here fe-
veral Marriages are made as foon as the
Parties are born, by their Parents, in order
for a ftriter Alliance of their Families.-—-
Women here live long unmarried, becaufe

they
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becaufe whilft fingle they are quite free, be=
ing at Liberty to admit the Embraces of fe=
veral Men, if they pleafe. The Number
‘of Women much exceed the Men, which
obliges the Women to remain the longer
unafk'd in Marriage, though this is not at
all irkfome, for they may indulge the foft
Paffion without the leaft Scandal, nor are
they therefore rudely accounted Whores;
and ftand the fame Chance as others of ha=
Vlﬂg Huf{bands.

In the Countries of Eguira, Abocroe,
Ancober, Axim, Ante and Adom are feve-
ral Women, who are bought for the Ser-
vice of the Publick, and moft T'owns have
one, two or more, according to theirLarge=
nefs. ‘This is a Privilege granted the Man-
ceroes on their petitioning the Caboceroes.
The Reafon which they affign for fuch a
Provifion is, that thofe Men who have no
Wives, will be prompted, when they are
defirous to gratify Nature, to run the Dan-
ger of lying with other Mens Wives. So
that thefe People count it prevents Confu-
fion, Adultery and Death, to allow publick
Whores. Thefe Women have Dwellings

for
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for themfelves fet apart by the Magiftrates,
and having us’d their Pleafure reward them
according to Cuftom.

In Commany, Elmina, Fetu, Saboe, or
Sabee, and Fantyn, they have none of thefe
publick Women, and yet a Man is not
much put to it, for here the Women are
very kind before Marriage, but they are
not oblig'd to beftow their Favours on any
but who they like, and feldom without
Reward. There are likewife old Matrons
who breed up whole Schools full of the
handfomeft Girls they can find for the Ufe
the Rakes.

In Sicknefs, as I have already obferv'd,”
they ufe the utmoft Diligence for a Reco-
very, and make Ufe of Phyficians, who
are, many of them, as great Cheats asany
in Eurgpe. I muft however fay, that the
Medicaments, Plants, Herbs, &¢. have
fuch Virtues here, that they really per-
form very furprifing Cures. After all En-
deavours us’'d to recover the fick Party are
found ineffeCtual, and the Patient expires,
Enquiry is made into the Caufe of his

* & Death,
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Death. As, whether he is poifon’d, or
died through the Neglect of his Wives,
Children, or other Perfons about him? If
they find nothing, then the Prieft fays, he
has been deficient in *his Religious Rites,
and therefore died. This done, they fet
up a difmal Crying and Lamentation, and
running about fill the whole Town with it,
and the Youth, who knew the Deceafed,
generally pay their Refpe@s by firing off
a Mufket feveral times, to give Notice of
his Death, as we do by the Ringing of a
Bell. His Wives alfo run about the Streets
in amad Manner for feveral Days lament-
ing till the Corps is buried.  Whilft thefe
are abroad lamenting, his neareft Relations
fit by tthorps making a difmal Noife.
The Deceafed is put into a Coffin, with
divers rich Things, according to his De-
gree, and when they carry him to the
Ground, {everal young Soldiers preceed and'
running continually load and difcharge their
Mufkets, and fo continue to do till he is
buried. Many of both Sexes follow with-
out the leaft Order, and the Corps being

depofited, a Feftival enfues for eight Days,
at the Deceafed's Houfe.

On
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Ox the Death of the King, publick
Notice is given, not only to his own Sub-
jedts, but alfo to thofe of the neighbouring
Princes, which occafions a vaft Concourfe.
And indeed the Solemnity is worth fecing,
for, on this Occafion, every one is richly
habited, and the whole is perform’d with
great Pomp and Ceremony. In fuch Fu-
nerals, feveral of the Deceafed’s Slaves are
facrific’d in order to attend on and ferve
him in the other World, as alfo one of
his principal Wives, and one of his prin-
cipal Servants, But this barbarous Cuftom
is much difufed fince the Coming of the
Europeans. 'The Natives are very fond of
being buried in their own Country, info-
much that if any one dies out of it, if his
Circumftances will afford it, he is remov-
ed in order to be interr'd in the Place of
his Nativity.

 THE greateft Kingdom in Guinea is that
of BEn1N, by fome callld GrReaT Be-
NIN. Here is the famous River of Formo-
Ja, which fprouts itfelf into innumerable
Branches ; fome whereof are fo wide thag

Q2 they
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they deferve the Name of Rivers, and the
Banks of each of them are inhabited by a
particular Nation, govern’d by their refpec-
tive Kings, who all, except the King of
AwEeRrRiI, are Slaves to the King of Great
Benin, At the Mouth of Formofa certain
Pirates inhabit, who live by Robbery only,
whatever they feize, Men, Beafts or Goods,
they fell to the firft that come hither for
Vituals, for they have none of their own,
The River is very pleafant, and alfo very
unwholfome, and much pefter'd with Muf-
ketoes, which Unwholfomenefs is fatal to
many of the Europeans who come hither.
The Natives are all Freed-Men, tho’ treat-
ed as Slaves by their King: None but Fo-
reigners can be bought and fold here. The
Vice-roys of Towns have the Power of de-
ciding Civil Caufes, and raifing the public
Taxes; but in Criminal Cafes they muft
fend to Court, which is at the Village or
City of Great Benin, the Refidence of the
King, and wait the Orders thereof. The
Inhabitants are generally very good-natur'd
and exceedingly civil and courteous, When
the Europeans make them Prefents, which
on their coming hither to trade they always

“do,
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do, they endeavour to return them doubly..
They are very tedious in their Dealings,
but this is manag’d with fo many Civilities
that one cannot be angry. The Merca-
dors, Fiadors or Merchants, who are Fac-
tors for the Natives in their Trade with
the Europeans, are appointed by the Go-
vernment, and we pay a fmall Cuftom not
| worth mentioning.

In the State is firft, the King, and next
him three Perfons, who are ftil'd Lorps,
who are always about his Majefty’s Perfon,
and to whom all are oblig'd to addrefs
themfelves who fue to the Crown for Fa-
vours, or other Bufinefs. Thefe Lords are
the King of Great Benin's Prime Mini-
fters. Subordinate to thefe are the Vice-
roys or Governors of the Countries fubjet
to the Crown, who are advanc’d thereto
by the Recommendation of the three great
Lords. To the Perfons fo recommended,
as fit and proper to be entrufted with
the Office of Vice-roy, the King gives a
String of Coral, which is the Badge or
Enfign of their Power and Authority: It
is continually wore abou: their Necks, in

S the
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the Manner of an Alderman’s Chain, E:r;ﬁ
they fhould lofe it they are irreparably con-

demn’d to die. 'Whoever counterfeits thefe

Strings of Coral, is punifhed with Death,

Next to thefe in Degree, are the Commo-
nalty, out of whom the former are chofen,
very few of which are laborious and indu-.
ftrious, unlefs their Poverty obliges them
to it; the others lay the Busthen wupon
thcir Wives, whilft they, if they have
the leaft Stock, apply themfelves to Mer-
chandize, in which they are affiduous and.
careful - :

As to their Manner of Living, in re-
gard to Eatables, it is much the fame with
that of the Europeans. They frequently
treat ene another, and impart a Portion of
their Superfluity to the Neceffitous : They
are exceeding charitable, fo that there are
no Beggars among them, Their Cloathing,
is neat, and more elegant than that of the
Natives of the Gold Coaft, yet the upper
" Parts of their Bodies are naked, and they,
habit themfelves according to their feveral
Circumftances. The Women are cloath’d
all over, and they adorn their Necks with

Coral>
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Coral, &c. Almoft all their Children go
naked ; the Boys till they are ten or twelve
Years of Age, and the Girls till Nature
difcovers their Maturity. Here likewife,
as in other Parts of Guinea, they marry as
many Wives as their Circumftances will
admit. If a Man likes a Virgin, he dif-
covers his Paffion to her Parents, or near-
eft Relations, who, if fhe is not promis’d
to another, feldom denies his Requeit.
They are jealous of their Wives with their
own Country-men, but they are not fo
with the Ewuropeans. When they receive
Vifits, the Women always withdraw, but
if the Vifitants are Euwropeans they make
Part of the Converfation. They panith A-
dultery, if the Parties are taken in the A&,
all the Man’s Effeés is forfeited to the Per-
fon injur’d, and the Woman is turn’d out
of Doors, who removes to a Place where
fhe is not known, there pafles for a Wi-
dow, or lives by her Favours; but Money
amongft the Rich heals the Breach and re-
conciles the Differcnice; and the offending
Lady is treated with the fame Endearments
as before. ‘The Governours, if they fur-
prize the Adulterers, kill both, and then
| Q 4 throw
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throw their Bodies as a Prey to wild Beafts.
They are fo ftrict in the Execution of ghefe
Punifhments that thefe Crimes are feldom
or never committed, or at leaft they are
done with fo much Secrecy that they are
not eafily difcover’d; for it is to be obfer-
ved, that the Adulterers muft be found in
the very A, and by the Hufband, Sufpi-
cion and Circumftances are not regarded,
they have no Weight in this Affair. A-
mours are not manag’d here in that delicate
Manner as in Europe, if they have but the
Opportunity, it is done at once; whereas
a Man muft figh a long Time when he fues
for the firft Favour of a European Lady, by
which Delay, the Plot is always difcover'd,
Prefents, Plays, Ridotto’s, &¢. pave the
Path to Love and Enjoyment; but here
pure Nature, and the immediate Glances
and Defires of both Sexes; there is no Oc-
cafion for a Volume of Words on the Man's
Part, becaufe there is not the leaft Coynefs
on that of the Woman. So that this Part
of the World is not pefter'd with Co-
quets or Prudes. They do not talk of
Procreation in obfcene Terms, but they
who can exprefs this Subjeét in well-mean-

| ing
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ing Hints is accounted a Wit. Pregnant
and menftruous Women they abftain from,
and circumcife both Male and Female, and
make little Incifions in the Bodies of their
Infants. Twin-bearing Women are count-
ed a good Omen, all this Country over,
except at Arebo, where they kill both Mo-
ther and Offipring,

Tue Natives pay no Duties for Goods
imported or exported, but every one pays
a certain Sum annually for the Liberty of
Trading,. The Vice-roys in every Diftri&
take Care of the Colle¢tion, which is with
great Eafe done, and fend Part of it to the
King. No Foreigners are permitted to
live in' the Metropolis, or near the King's
Palace. The Handicrafts keep to their
Work, and regard neither Court nor Trade.
The Women here manage Bufinefs, and
are as induftrious as thofe of Holland, but
much more obliging. The Son fucceeds
the Father in his Trade, and all his Poffef-
fions.

As this is the moft potent Kingdom of
Guinea, and more nearly refembles an Eu-
ropean
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ropean Monarchy, 1 fhall give the Reader

fome Account of its Metropolis, theng'l
Court and Grandeur.

BENIN, a City about Sixty Miles
from Agatton, a Town fituated at the En-
trance of the River Formofa, near the Sea,
is the Refidence of the King, and gives its
Name to the whole Empire. The Coun-
try hereabouts is flat, as is alfo the City it-
felf; the Streets are prodigious long and
broad , in which continual Markets are
kept, cither of Kine, Cotton, Elephants-
Teeth, or European Wares; and notwith-
ftanding, they are kept very clean. The
Houfes are large and handfome, with Clay
Walls, and cover'd on Top with Reed,
Straw, or Leaves. It is pleafantly fituated
on a River bearing its own Name. Jtwas
once a very populous Place, bt fome Years
fince, the King caufing two Street-Kings,
(who are like our Aldermen, or Common-
Council-men) to be kill'd, under Pretence
of attempting his Life, tho’ the Contrary

evidently appear 'd to the whole World, and

that he did it only wgtt’tliei'WGﬁ.
which he did. ‘This led the King to feek
| for

£
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ﬁx a third, but this Sm—Km g, or Alder-
- man, was {0 wcll-bf;lov d by his l‘:'eﬂow—
szcns. that he h,ad umely Notice given
: of his Prince’s Intentions, and accor-
dxqgly took his Flight, accompanied with
threc Fourths of the Inhabitants' of the Ci-
-[ ty. Upon which the King caus’'d the Mi-
1 litia of the Country to purfue them, and
’ oblige them to return ;  but they met with
- a Repulfe, and was therqupon forc’d to re-
tire Thc King made a fecond Attempt,
likewife he fail'd; whereupon

_ thu Aldenmn incens’d and fluth’'d with
Victory, came directly to the City, where

- he plunder’d and pilfer’d, fparing no Place
- but the King’s Palace, After which he re-
tir'd, but continu’d for Ten Years to rob
~ the Inhabitants of Bensn, till, at length, at
the Interceffion of fome Europeans a Peace
was concluded between him and the King,
by which he was pardon’d, and entreated
to return to his former Habitation, but the
Alderman would not truft him, but lives
about Three Day’s Journey from Benin,
where he has as great a Court and State as
the King. However, the returning Citizens
were friendly receiv'd, and many of them
preferr'd
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preferr’d to honourable Oﬁces, in order to'
induce the reft to return, but that was of
no Force, for they who were with the Al-
derman thought themfelves as well off, and
fo this City has continu'd long depopu-
lated.

Tue King’s Court is fituated in"a very
large Plain. The firft Place we come in-
to, is, a very long Gallery which is fuftain-
ed by fifty-eight ftrong Planks, which are
only hack’d out rough. At the End of
which we come to the Mud-wall with
three Gates, at each Corner one, and ano-
ther in the Middle. At thtTOPOfdlis
fix’d a large Copper Snake, which is well
caft and carved. Entring one of thefe
Gates we next come into a Plain, which
is about aQuarter of a Mile Square, and
encompafs’d with a low Mud-wall ; t.hcn
we come to another Gallery, iy b 3
Gate leading to the third Gallery, which
is fupported by Human Figures. Going
through a Gate we come to the fourth
Gallery, beyond which i is the King’s Houfe.
Here is another Snake. In his Anti-cham-
ber hls three Great Lords attend, who ac-

quaint
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~ quaint the King with the Defires of his
Subjeéts and report his Anfwers, for no
other Perfon dare to come nearer to him
than the Diftance of Thirty Paces. The
King appears publickly but once a Year,
and that is at the CoraLr-FraAsT, as

 they call it, when he comes to the Plain
moft magnificently drefs'd, attended by -
his Wives, Prime Minifters of State, and
all the Gentry, or Vice-roys, where His
Majefty facgifices to his Gods in the open
Air, which begins the Feaft ; the Nobles
and Gentry follow his Example, and the
Day proceeds with all Manner of Drink-
ing, &c. and concludes with great Mirth
and Gladnefs. It is call’d the Coral-Feaft,
becaufe at this Time the King beftows the
Strings of. Coral on thofe, whom he ad-
vances to any Preferment, or Poft of Ho-
nour, which he never does, but on this Fe-
ftival, unlefs a particular Urgency of State

requires it,

As to Religion, they believe there is a
God, the efficient Caufe of all Things, but
like the reft of the Guineans they are fu-
perftitioufly and idolatroufly inclin'd.

: ON
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Ox Thurfday, the Twentieth of M
1727, we took the Advantage of a calm

Day, and embark’d, from #Whydab, in the
following Manner: Our Canoe lay afhore
upon the Beach, with her Head towards
the Sea, and thofe who were Paffengers
ftepp'd in, and fate down fug in the Fore- :
Part of her, becaufe the After-Part is for
the Canoe-men to ftand to their Paddles,
being thirteen, commonly eleven, in Num-
ber.  When we were fix'd in our Places,
the Negroes took hold of the Canoe, and
having watch’d a convenient 0ppom1mty
they run her oﬁ'upon ﬂchadcofaWﬂe,
and all leap’d in, and handled their Pad-
dles with fuch Expedition and Dexterity,
that before the Return of the next Wave,
they had pufh’d her out of Danger of the
Shore Breakers, but that was not all ; for
about Thirty Yards off lies a Bar, where
the Sea breaks with greater Violence than
on the Shore. However, they got her
foon over there likewife ; and about Forty
Yards on the Outfide of which, lies ano-
ther Bar which is the moft of
all: Between thefe two Rows of Breakers,

which

= S P T e o - rlh.'!.-. E Y 1 -




. AVoyage to Guinea. 39
| which roar'd like Thunder, we Lid by on

- our Paddles near a Quarter of an Hour,

- and at laft the Men, feeing a monfirous
- great Wave break, they, on a {fudden,
made a Pufh towards it, and darted their
- Canoe quite through the fucceeding Wave,
~which was pretty {mall, as they always
are, and only wet us a little, thereby dif-
appointing the huge Train of our Atten-
- dants, I mean the Sharks, who fwarm’d
about us, and waited with Impatience to
fee the Bottom of our Canoe turn’d up-
wards. Thefe voracious Animals often fol-
low the Canoes, thro' the Breakers, quite
athore, in Hopes of Prey. And whenever
the Dead are committed to the Sea, which
happens almoft every Day, while Ships are
in this Road, the Sharks give fuch due At-
tendance that the Corps can no fooner touch
the Water, than it is immediately torn to
Pieces, and devour'd before our Faces, ne-
verthelefs we got fafe to our Ship: And at
Breck of Day next Morning weigh’d, and
fet Sail from thence, defigning for the I-
fland of Princefs, where we intended to
take in Wood, Water, and Provifions for
our- Voyage home. Accordingly, after

{ome
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fome contrary Winds and bad Weather,
we arriv’d there on Monday the Eighth of
May. g

THis is a fmall Hland belonging to the
King of Portugal, and lies in the Latitude
of 1 deg. 30 min. N. It is very mountai-
nous and woody, except where the Porfu-
guefe Lugars, or Plantations are. This I-
fland is pefter’d with feveral Sorts of Apes,
and I have been affur'd by a Porfuguefe
Facor here, who is a Native of England,
that a lufty young Slave of his was one
Day attack’d by a Poffe of thefe Monkies,
who foon overpower'd and tore him to
Pieces ; but before they had quite devour-
ed him, one of the Town’s Men, coming
Home that Way with a Gun, fir'd among
them, and difpers’d them; by which
Means the Manner of his Death was dif-

cover'd.

HerEe is extraordinary good frefh Wa-
ter, with which we ftor'd ourfelves, alfo
Wood enough for the Cutting. But frefh
Provifions were very dear, we knew M
were much cheaper at 8¢, Thome, another

Portugucfe
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Portuguefe Iland, lying directly under the -
Line, but then their Water is not good,
becaufe they have but one Spring upon the
Ifland, in.which the Negroes are continu-
ally wathing themfelves with Soap ; fo that
by the Time this Water runs from the Top
of the Hill down to the Sea-fide, ’tis no-
thing but Sudds, enough to poifon our
Men, for which Reafon we did not touch
there.

THE Houfes here are two Story high,
neatly built of Wood, and furrounded with
handfome Balconies, after the Portuguefe
Fathion. Here is alfo a Monaftery hav-
ing more Black Friars and Nuns, than
White ones.

DurinG our Stay here we bought up
what, freth Provifions we could get, though
at a very dear Rate; we alfo took in
Wood and Water, fufficient for our Voy-
age home, and hove down our Ship, and
careen'd her. Being thus fit for the Sea,
we took our Departure from thence for
LoNpoN, on Tuefday, the Sixteenth of
May, and on the Twenticth, we crofs'd

R the
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the Equino&tial Line, and paid as ufual.
On the Twenty-third about Seven in the
Morping we had a diftant View of Cape
Lopez, which lies in one Degree South La-
titude, being the laft Sight we had of the
African Shore. It was there, that memo-
rable Battle was fought between Sir Chalo-
ner Ogle, and Roberts the famous Pirate,
whom he took, and was knighted for fo
doing. The #Weymouth and Swallow Men
of War carried the Pirates to Cape Caaff,
where they were tried and condemn’d, fe-
veral of whom were hanging in Chains
when I was there; others who upon Trial
appear’d lefs criminal had the Favour of the
Court to indent with the Company's Agents
for Ten Years Servitude; one of whom I .
faw at Commenda, and was told he bchml
very quietly and well.

Now we are enter’d upon a long and
tediousVoyage, not hoping to fee any Land '
for the Space of a Quarter of a Year, nor
had we any Ship in Company with us: How-
ever, we refolved to divert ourfelves the beft
we could ; and what contributed in a
Meafure to my Satisfaion, was the
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pany of Mr. Charles Wheeler, who had been
a Fa&or to the Royal African Company for
Ten Years in Guinea, and was now return-
ing Home 1n our Ship.

Tris Gentleman, having refided in
Guinea a long Time, was undoubtedly ac-
quainted with the feveral Cuftoms of the
Guineans, and likewife with their Paffions,
Inclinations, and Difpofitions, which ren-
der'd his Company diverting ; and as the
Subftance of our feveral Converfations can-
not, I believe, be difpleafing to the Rea-
der, 1 (hall here give his Remarks there-
on.

I nave livid in Guinea, faid he, up-
wards of Ten Years, and if my innate De-
fire of feeing Old England, and London the
Place of my Nativity, did not urge my
Departure, 1 rmght continue here, live
quictly, and die in Peace. When T firft
came here, 1 was, as all others are, quite
unacquainted with the Nature and Difpo-
fitions of the Inhabitants, and of the feve-
ral Cuftoms of the Country; but Time
nnd Obfervation foon difclos’d them to

R 2 me,
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me. I thought, for Inftance, that Poly-
gamy, or the having a Multiplicity of
Wives at one Time, was a very bad Co-
ftom, but I foon found that my Averfion
to it was only the Prejudice of a diﬂ'w:nt
Education ; for when I was a little habited
to this Cuftom, I found it refembled the
Method practifed by the Patriarchs of the
Old Teftament. However, it may be ob-
ferv'd, that a Man is not oblig'd to have
more Wives than he pleafes; and ’tis com-
mon for the moft prudent of the Natives,
whe live by Merchandife, to have no more
than two, or four at moft: The Reafons
they affign for this Praftice are the fol-
lowing ; firft, That it was handed down
to them by their Fathers; fecondly, That
they never cohabit with a Woman when
fhe is pregnant or menftruous; thirdly,
That two or more being Rivals for the Af-
feCtions of the Man, they ftudy and en-
deavour to pleafe him ; and fourthly, That
as a Man may have Vanety at Home, he is
not fo prone to feek it Abroad. I know
feveral who live chaftely and foberly in this
Method, and have often thought that ﬂ
Pratice of too many Eurgpeans wunm
| liable
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liable to Cenfure, who befides a Wife keep
two or three Harlots. Nay, the Eurcpean
is really in a very dangerous Fault, for he
s taught, that fuch an Altion is contrary
to the Religion he profeffes, and for which
he is liable to Damnation; nothing of
which the Negroe believes, or is taught to
believe ; fo far from which, that he herein
follows the Example'of his Anceftors, and
treads in the Path of Abrabam the Patri-
arch, which undoubtedly was right. Dif-
ferent Nations have different Cuftoms, and
confequently different Ideas of one and the
fame Thing: In Guinea, ’tis Chaftity not
to have Commerce with a Woman during
her Pregnancy, but what European thinks
it vicious to have? Is fuch an Abftinence
for the Good, Long Life, and Health of
Pofterity ? Of this the Chriftian, though
he were convinc'd, his Religion permits
and neceffitates a contrary Way of Acion.
For I cannot a&t always as I would, be-
ing impell’d by Cuftom, Education and
popular Error, to a& contrary to the Sen-
timents of my own Mind. Naturg is the
beft School, her Leffons are true, and her
Dictates are univerfal,

R 3 In
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In Guinea you never hear of a Rape,
and the Reafon is plain, the young Ladies
are not taught by the Priefts, that the Gra-
tification of their darling Paffion is a dam-
nable Crime, as they are by the Chriftian
Apoftles in Eurcpe, which occafions many
religious Girls of tender Coniciences to, re-
main refraétory to the inceflant and paffio- -
nate Addrefies of their Suitors, who fome-
times through Deceit and Force feize the
long with'd-for Prize : But here the Youth
who addrefles the Fair proceeds not on the
fame Principles; his Suit is urg’d by no o-
ther Motives than thofe which arife from
pure Nature; whereas there,. Ambition,
Pride, Fancy, Avarice, Spite, Malice; Re-
venge and Hatred, are too generally and
almoft always the governing Motives: In
Eurcpe, a Man often takes a Fancy to a
Girl for her Gait, or Affectation in Walk-
mg, the Method of her Smiling, the Fix-
ing of her Patches, the Ornaments of her
Head and Perfon, the Largenefs of hey
Hoop, or fome other trifling Thing of the
like Nature; or, for the Manner of he

Speaking, Lifping, Singing, Dancing; Jeft

‘
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ing, or Talking; or for Intereft, Honours,
Trade, Family, Wealth, Riches and Land.
In Guinea, the Youth, when arriv 'd to
Maturity, lie under none of thofe Incon-
veniencies from the Dictates of Nature,
ythofe of Eurgpe do, for the Caboceroes
(or Magiftrates) provide publick Women
in every Town, or the young Man may
purchafe in the Market a Woman-Slave,
cohabit with her as long as he pleafes, and
then fell her again: So that in this Part of
the World, in the Nature of the Thing it-
felf there can be no Temptation to com-
mit a Rape; efpecially if this ene Thing
be confider’d, that the Women of this
Country make no Scruple, if they have
but the Opportunity to meet the Embraces
of the Man: And on the other Hand, the
Man, if he finds his Fair not in the Ha-
mour, leaves her for the prefent, and re-
wtstcanomcr, it is much the fame to
him, who it is, fo be his Ends are anfwer-
ed. But in Ewrgpe we are {o befotted,
that we often dance Days, Months, Years,
ay Ages, fpend our Prime, ruin our For-
tunes, Health, Vigour, &¢. in the Purfuit

of one Woman, and frequently mifs the
R 4 Prize,
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Prize, or if gain'd, generally Contention,
Hatred and Mifery enfue. Suppofe in Ex-

rope, when a young Man fets out in the
World, he could purchafe a Concubine,
and cohabit with her during Pleafure, and
then either give her her Liberty, or fell her
again, would it not be better than, as the
common Pratice is, to '‘cuckold their
Neighbours, debauch their Daughters, and
get with Child their own Maid-fervants,

which inevitably brings on the Pirm,
Ruin and Deftruétion ?

Aryr the Time I liv'd here, T neve;
once heard of thofe deteftable and unna-
tural Crimes of Sodomy and Beftiality, fo
much pra&ic’d among Chriftians. 'Whe-
ther it is better to be Negroe in Morality,
or an European, is with me eafily decided.
A Guinean by treading in the Paths pre-
ferib’d him by his Anceftors, Paths natu-
ral, pleafant and diverting, is in the plain
Road to be a good and happy Man; but
the European has fought fo many Inven-
tions, and has endeavour'd to put fo -
Reftrictions upon Nature, that it mﬁ
next to a Miracle if he were either happy

' or
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or good. Tell the Guinean of Chatftity,
and of living Celibate, and he laughs at it
as a Chimera, and fays, that there is nei-
ther Chaftity nor Modefty in living the
Life of a Monk or a Nun, and that that
Religion which puts on Nature fuch Ne-
gatives is a Religion unreafonable and un-
natural. Chaftity and Modefty, he fays,
confifts in refraining: from Women when
they are pregnant or menftruous, and in
not lying with Women in the Streets, or
before another Man : For which Reafon
it is, when they go te the publick Harlot,
that they leave their Staff at her Chamber-
Door, as a Token, and the next Comer
does not enter till the other is gone: But
in Europe, the daily Practice of the Rakes
is quite the Reverfe, they lie with aWhore
all round, in the Prefence of one another,
and I have known this to be the Cafe
when a Dozen has been prefent. Nay,
the Publick Women here are fo chafte,
that they will not admit a fecond Man, no
nor 2 Woman, to be prefent while the At
is performing. So widely different is the
Pratice of thefe (whom we call ‘ignorant)
People from the Praice of the Whores

n
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in Eurgpe, who continually lie with Men
in the Streets, Fields, &e¢. and who ad-
mit as many to be prefent at the A& as
pleafe, if they apprehend no Danger from
the Magiftrate.  Another good Cuftom

prevails which fhews their Modefty and !
Chaftity, the Whores do not frequent the
Streets, as in the great Cities and Towns
of Eurgpe. The thinking World may fee
how immodeft, how vicious, the W

Whores are, who daily employ themifelves
to delude the Youth, and whoe fw_mﬂf

Streets, and like the Devil mnnp and
down fecking whom to devour, ..

AT nkl .

Some Cuftoms am:g MMQ
their firft Appearance feems very ftrange.
A Grandee, befides his two Wweh]m
many Concubines, perhaps Thirty, Forty
or more, and he lives with them much in
the fame Manner, as Abrabam lnd the Pa-
trizrchs of old did, and they in like Com-

plalﬁncccallthordandm W'htn

gnmlpsVlﬁtam :h;Cbmcgd'_
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‘Concubines to be his Companion, and to
lie with him during his Stay. This Offer
_has often been made me, efpecially when
I vifited 2 King, for it is a Compliment
that is always paid an Ewrgpean. The firft
Time this happen’d Iafk’d their Reafons
for fuch a Praétice; I was foon anfwer’d,
~ that it was to keep me chafte and regular.
- How keep me chafte and regular, faid I
when you tempt me to Fornication. Why,
- faid the King, is it a Sin to lic with a Wo-
man? Yes, I faid, unlefs I was married to
_ her. And did you never; faid the King,
in your own Country, lie with 2 Woman
unmarried ? Here I hefitated, and found I
could not anfwer this Queftion, and there-
fore Ibege’d to be excus'd. Take her,
take her, faid he, you feem to know what
Ufe to make of her, Accordingly, one
- of the Captains of the Seraglio, prefented
me with a young Lady in her Prime, her
Stature was tall, and fhe was well propor-
tion'd, and I muft acknowledge, that the
Srght of her, produc’d fome Emotions in
me in her Favour, The King afk'd me,

if I lik’d her? Ianfwer'd, that I did. On

whlch his Majefty appointed me a Houfe,
juft
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juft by his own Palace, and allotted m"‘ |
veral Slaves to attend us during my Stay.

As T had learnt to fpeak their Language
fo as to be underftood, I afk’d my Black

Lady, when we were retir'd to our Apart-
ment in the Evening, what was the Rea-
fon of this Cuftom? She told me, that the
Defign of it was to prevent Adultery ; the
two Ladies you faw about the Perfon of
the King are his two Wives and Queens,
whom no Man dare touch, under Pain of
Death on the Difcovery; therefore, that
the Perfon vifiting may lie under no Temp-
tation to commit fo foul a Crime, it is cu-
ftomary to prefent the Vifitant with one of
us for the Time he ftays, who fometimes
purchafe or beg us of our Mafter. Hence,
faid fhe, you will never hear among us,
what you relate of the Ewrcpeans, that the
Vifitant cuckolds the Hufband, and de-
bauches his Daughters, and 'Women-fer-
vants,  During this Converfation, and
whilft we were at Supper, I could not for-
bear viewing my Fair with an amorous Eye,
her Hair was done up in a Ringlet, fet
with precious Stones, from whence divers

Locks
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~ Locks of Hair befet with Diamonds de-
' fcended from behind, and loofely play’d
upon her jetty Breafts and Shoulders; her
Neck was adorned with a String of Coral,
befet with Rubies; her Arms were quite
naked, fave that her Wrifts were adorn'd
with two Strings of glittering Stones. Her
lovely Breafts, whofe Softnefs to the Touch
nothmg can exceed, were quite bare, and

{0 was her Body to her Wafte. From her

Necklace, or String of Coral, went both
behind and before a Chain of Gold which
were faften'd to the Garment which went
round her Wafte. This Garment, which
was of the fineft Silk, reach'd a little be-
low her Knees. HerLegs were quite bear,
except her Feet, on which fhe wore San-
dals, lin’d with Silk. She made methought
no defpicable Figure, and though fhe was
black, that was amply recompenc’d by the
Softnefs of her Skin, the beautiful Propor-
tion and exa& Symmetry of each Part of
her Body, 4nd the natural, pleafant and in-
artificial Method of her Behaviour. She
was not forward, nor yet coy, when I prel-
fed her lovely Breafts, fhe gently ftroak’d
my Hand, and ﬁmhngmct my Salute with

equal
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equal Ardour and Fervency, T ought to
tell you, that the Ladies of this Country
imagine it noFault to be free, no nor to be
fond of a Man ; their Notion is, that they
were made for their Diverfion as well as
Ufe, and therefore they fay they mﬂb =
excite in the Man amorous Thoughts and
Defires. My Lady therefore defir'd, that
I would pull off my Coat, Waiftcoat and
Shirt: Which I did, and then her Lady-
fhip embrac’d me feveral times, Mlhg
me from my Shoulders to my Wafte, both
behind and before. At Midnight we went
to Bed, and in that Situation I foon h‘&n |
the Complexion of my Bedfellow, and o-
bey'd the DiQates of all-powerful Nature.
Greater Pleafure I never found, and ﬁ-_ 2
ing my Stay, if Paradife is to be found in
the Enjoyment of 2 Woman, I was then
in the Poffeffion of it. | :

Tue next Morning, we mﬂeW'(lém'
Difcourfe, and fhe told me, that if I was
mmyhﬁeahngthd'm_ “haftity
How, fid 1, what does your Ladyfhip
mean by that? Pray explain yourel. You
fhould
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- fhould not, faid fhe, converfe with me,
when I am either menftruous or pregnant.
Pray, faid I, what is the Reafon for that?
~ we do not refrain in Europe. Nature, re-
plied fhe, forbids it. Ay, faid I, you fur-
prize me! I will tell you, faid fhe, our
Reafons, if a Child be begotten when a
Woman is menftruous, that Child will be
fill'd with Diftempers, be unhealthy, and
not live out half his Days. If you White
People do not obferve this Rule, there are
among you, Lepers, Sickly, Difeafed, Ri- -
cketty, Frantick, Enthufiaftic, Paralytic,
Apopletic, &¢. and undoubtedly, if the
Truth was known, few Children live to
Mens Eftate. I was greatly furpriz’d at
this, and begg'd her Ladyfhip to inform
me, how fhe came by the Knowledge of
thefe Diftempers, which fhe call'd Ewo-
pean. She told me, that fome Time ago,
a French Dotor, who had fallen into the
Hands of her Mafter, was the Perfon from
whom ‘fhe learnt, and from certain Books
of Phyfick he had left her, which fhe
fhew'd me. Well, but faid I, why not
when you are pregnant? That alfo, faid
{he, Chaftity and Prudence have forbid.
Thefe
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Thefe Doétrines, efpecially the laft was

rcﬁnd that I could not, at firft, fee lh
Ufe of it, and regarded them as fuperfti-
tious; but her Ladyfhip foon conviac’d me

that it was for the Good of the rifing Ge-
neration to refrain from Copulation during
Pregnancy. However, I could not forbear
afking her, how her Ladyfhip could re-

frain from Copulation all that Time? She

faid, that when a Woman is pregnant, Na-
ture is fully and pleafantly employ'd ; that
her Thoughts tended towards the Child in
her Womb, and that fhe neither defir'd
Converfe with Man, nor wanted it; and
that it being the Cuftom of the Country
neither Party fought its Contradition; for
this Reafon, faid fhe, the King faid you
fhould have another Concubine, if your
Stay was long. And then fhe affirm'd,
that among Black People there was Chafti-
ty, true Chaftity and Modefty, but among
White People, (for I had told her how re-
pugnant our Practice was to this) there is
nonc. She offer’d to prove, that the Ob-
fervation of thefe two Rules were the Rea-
fons why the Natives of that Region were
fo healthy, ftrong and long-liv'd. Mﬁ

]
-
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~ {he faid, that thofe on the Sea-Coaft had
~ met with an Abbreviation from Six-fcore to
~ five, occafion’d by the Ufe of a Life-fhort-

-ning Liquor brought thither by the Euro-
peans.

Sue feem'd to be a Woman of agood
natural Judgment, and I took great De-
light in her Converfation, and had fhe
been White, I fhould have begg’d her of
the King. One Day fhe entertain’d me
with a Relation of the Juftice of the King
her Mafter: At the Extremity, faid the,
of his Dominions, on an Ifthmus, fome
Years ago, there ftood a Town, the Inha-
bitants of which, by the Conflux of Ex-
ropeans, of different Nations refiding among
them, had learnt their Vices, and particu-
larly that deteftable and unnatural one of
Sodomy. It was then a large and popu-
lous Place, and the Trade thereof was of
great Service to his Majefty's Subjeéts ; but
he fearing that their unnatural Vices would
communicate themfelves to the other Parts
of his Dominions, he commanded his
Chief Captains to lead forth his Army, and
to deftroy the Inhabitants of that Place,

S : both
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both Men, Women and Children. When
fhe had ended, I faid, T could not fee the
Juftice of the Ac, for according to her
Ladyfhip's Relation, the Innocent as well -
as the Guilty fuffer'd. True, faid fhe, and
I expeéted the Objection, but had the K.u:;g
proceeded to make fuch Inquiry, and to
have feparated, as you call it, the one from
the other, he could not have com.pafsdh
Defign ; the Ring-leaders, in fuch Cafe,
could only have been punifh’d, and that by
Conviétion of Evidence; and we hlve no
Prifons, Judges, Lawyers, Gaolers, &¢.
here, as you have in Ewrgpe, and it were
far better to deftroy the Innocent ofﬁu
Place, than purpofely to erect hnmlﬂm#,
which in the very Nature of their

tion muft introduce Oppre{ﬁon and ﬁ—
ranny, Deftruttion, Difeafe and Death,
He did not tell them their Crime, nor for
what he deftroy’d them; but like a wife
Phyfician he cut off the mortified Part of
his Dominions to fave the Whole. In the
Punithment of {o monftrous a Crime, con-
tinued ther Ladythip, Juftice and Prm
diGtate that it were better to cut off 1
.;moeentPerihs than that one guilty fhe

ehpE;
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efcape; for had one Sodomite efcap’d the
‘general Slaughter of that Place, that one
would have propagated the Crime, and that
might have happen'd, if a Scrutiny had
been made, in Order to have fav’d the In-
nocent.

ANoTHER Time my Lady defird me,
(as fhe underftood I came from one of the
politeft Nations in Eurgpe) to give her an
Account of the Manner of our Marriages,
Addreffes and Amours. I told her, that
when I left Europe, T was young, and al-
moft ignorant thereof. This I faid, ho-
ping to be excus'd, for I was afraid of fome
aukward Reflection or other fhe mighe
make on them ; but fhe would not excufe
me, faying, Pray, White Man; do it as
well as you can. Compliment, Lying,
Flattery, Deceit, &c. are of no Service
here, and therefore I was oblig’d to pro-
ceed, which I did thus:

IN Eurgpe, Madam, faid I, a Man
chufes 2 Wife fuitable for her Fortune.
Fortune, faid fhe, pray, what is that? It
is the Money, Houfes, or Land, the Pa-

| S 2 rents
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rcntsgivcwiﬂltheirme to the Per-
fon who marries her. So, fays fhe, the
Man 1s led byGam, notﬂaml! It)ﬁ
odds, continu’d fhe, but among thg
ple you come from, as that, 1s thﬁ
Intereft governs in your Marmgcs, and ¢
Man and Woman is link'd together, and
neither with their Confents; one Wm
may have many Suitors, who aftqq ﬁ;
Marriage of one of thm,

may indulge: This feems mw
and likewife, that many .cannot marry a-
greeable to their Intereft, ambitious, Views,

and therefore live ﬁngb the better Pﬁtq

their Lives, and at length marry ﬂhﬂl\m
arc.old, and produce a puny Race ; J hp.

pray proceed. Courtfhip, faid I,

counted a very. pleafant Employ in W
and we often fpend feveral Years therein ;
in which we at one Time, addl::ﬁ, Ijli
young Woman, write to that, and keep
a criminal Converfation with a third. How
different, faid the, is your Method from
ours; the Youth here, when he is mind-
ed to marry, fpeaks not to the Girl, but
o the Parents, and if fhe is not requir'd
already by another in Marriages MM
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ven to him; I fincy, added fhe, that you
court away all the Love you have for a
Woman before you marry, get acquainted
with Harlots, and hate ever after. I wifh-
ed I could have concluded this Dialogue

Jhere ; but pray, faid this Lady, proceed.

When we are to be married, we appoint a
Day, and the Parties are attended toChurch,
the Bridegroom by his Parents, Relations,
and Friends, and the Bride by her’s with
her Bride-men. Pray White Man what
are the Bride's Men, and their Ufe? This
Queftion fhock’d me, and I fain would
have evaded the. Anfwer, but though I en-
deavour’d it, fhe ftill infifted upon the
Point. I faid, I had read in an old Book,
that formerly certain Lords had a Righs to
all the Maidenheads within their feveral
Diftri¢ts ; but that as the Lords of Manors
were generally elderly Men, upon their re-
linquithing their ancient Right to lie with
the Bride the firft Night, the Bride made
Choice of fuch young Men, of her Neigh-
bours or Acquaintance, as fhe lik'd beft; to
do the Office for him: But that fince that
Time they feem’d to do' no Duty, but were
nominal only, to add to the Grandeur of

S .3 the
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the Wedding, tho' I have heard, that
Bride-men now have the Right to take
the Bride's Garters, a.ndtnﬂmﬂr.ﬁm-
king, She affur'd me, d:crewunoﬁlf.h
Cuftom among the Guineans : Every Man
got his own Maidenhead, tho' fhe beliey'd
according to the Account I had given, few
Women in Eurgpe prefented their Huls
bands with their Maidenheads,

g! 4 -
TueRrE is another Cuftom relating to

Marriage praclis'd in fome Parts of Guinea,
worth Obfervation, and that is this: The

King on a Set-Day, once cvery Year, af-
fembles all the young Men and Maidens in
his Dominions together, that pleafe to come,
in his Capital Town or City, of fuch an
Wedlock; and if it fo happens that more
Women come than Men, as is generally
the Cafe, then a Regifter is made of thofe
young Women fo difappointed of being
married, and they are provided with Hufs
bands firft the next Year. By this Method
a young Woman is cerfain when fhe thall
be marricd, and therefore the young Wo-
men here, are not mmmm%
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fed Diftemper call'd the Green Sicknefs, as
they are in Europe, who, many of them,
pine out half their Days in relutant Celi-
bacy.

As to Women, one Happinefs, which
thofe of this Part of the World enjoy be-
fore thofe of Ewrope, muft here be men-
tioned particularly, which is, their La-
bours. Thefc are Times with them fo -
eafy, fo kind, fo natural and {o good, that
they have no Need of Midwives, Doctors,
Nurfes,&¢. and I have known Women go
to Bed over Night, bring forth a Child,
and be abroad the next Day by Noon. The
aforemention’'d Lady affur’d me, that this
was owing to the following Caufes: Firft,
Their Chaftity, in refraining from Coition
during Pregnancy, &¢. Secondly, To the
Manner of their Cloathing, which was fo
contriv’d as to confine no one Part of the
Body. And Thirdly, To the natural and
fimple Way of their Living. She found
~ great Fault with our Stays, and Multiplici-
ty of Garments, and faid, hard Labours in
fome Meafure, might proceed from thence,
as well as from the Multitude of other Di-

S 4 ftempers
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ftempers and damnable Inconveniences ﬂ |
Women, through their M{m
had brought upon themfehu ad

As to the Edumuon of their Children,
that alfo differs widely from the Method
practis’d among the Europeans. The de-
fpotick and arbitrary Power of the Parent
is very ferviceable ; it keeps their Youth in
Awe, and makes them obedient. If aSon
proves untowardly, (which, by the Way,
{feldom or never happens,) and will not be
in the Intereft of the Family, the Father
can immediately fell him, by carrying him
before the Caboceroes, alledging his Fault,
&c. when the Youth is admonifh'd to be
dutiful for the future: Which if he is not,
he is a fecond Time brought before them, .
and reprov'd and admonifh’d ; butif he is
brought a third Time, then he is immedi-
ately order'd to be fold, which accordingly
“is done in the Slave-Market the next Mar-

ket-Day. The Son is early bred to the
the Son's Ambition is to fucceed his Fa-
ther, whofe Death he never once defires,
(as too many Children in Ewrope do,) z




- e -'T-H'ﬂ-

- A Poyage to Guinea. 2635

the Reafon is plain, becaufe no Inconveni-
ence arifes to the Son from the Life of his
Father. The Son becomes his own Ma-
fter at a particular Age, has his Wife, or
Wives, Houfe, and Slaves of his own, gi-
ven him, with which he is always content.
In this Situation, the Parent has no Power
to fell the Child, unlefs the Child fhould
be found in an Attempt againft the Life of
the Father. The Daughter is brought up
in the ftricteft Obedience, and fhe knows
no Will but that of her Parents; all her
Endeavour is to pleafe them, who, in the
Cafe of her Marriage, put no Negatives up-
on her, but take Care that fhe has a Huf-
band, when the is by Nature inclin’d to
be married. -

As to the Ceremonies us’d at their Fu-
nerals, many of them are very ridiculous:
We in Europe think that Crying and How-
ling about the Street for a Week is abfurd,
the Gunean counts the going into Mourn-
ing for a Twelve-month, equally {fo. But
there is one Cuftom, which they obferve,
very beneficial to Society ; and that is, that
they never bury in their Towns and Cities,
' . but
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but carry their Dead four or five Miles W
ftance, and bury them in the Sand, or up=
on the Bank of fome neighbouring River.
Their Reafon for it is, that Cities are for
the Living, and not the Dead. “And I am
of Opinion, that we fhould bury our Dead
in the fame Manner, if it were not for the
following Reafons: The Gain of the Pa-
rith Prieft, and the abfurd and ridiculous
Notions of the Efficacy of Chriftian Burial,
and the Refurreion of the thody at
a Day of Judgment. |
Tue difcerning Natives account it their
greateft Unhappinefs, that they were ever -
vifited by the Ewropeans. They fay, that
we Chriftians introduc’d the Traffick of
Slaves, and that before our Coming they
liv'd in Peace; but, fay they, it is obfer-
vable, that where-ever Chriftianity comes,
there come with it a Sword, a Gun, Pow-
derand Ball, And indeed thus far they fay

right, for the Chriftians mcoumllrf
War one with another.

vy 4

Uron the Whole, Whﬁu&em
ner of Adtion in this Country is fo good as
’ 4 m




A Foyage to Guinea. 267

that of Euwrspe, ought to be judg’d by its

- Confequents. And I doubt not but upon
an impartial Examination of the Premifes,
it would be found, that we Chriftians have
as many idle ridiculous Notions and Cu-
ftoms as the Natives of Guimea have, if
not more. Thus far Mr. Wheeler.

Wuen we had run down about Four
Degrees to the Southward of the Line we
then came into the true South-Eaft Trade
Wind, and fteer'd away Weft near four
Hundred Leagues in South Latitude, after
which we fhap’d our Courfe North-North-
Weft croffing the Line, on Tuefday the
Fifth of fune. The next Day we fell into
the Calms that are always under, or near
the Line at thefe Times of the Year, efpe-
cially between the North-Eaft, and South-
Eaft Trade Winds. This Weather proved
very comfortlefs to us, being dark, and fo
rainy that the Men, who were oblig'd to
keep the Deck, had not Changes enough of”
Cloaths to keep them dry, and tho’ under
the Line it appear’d to be cold and raw.
Once a Day we were fure of a Turnadoe,
by the Affiftance of which we at laft got.

: ' - fairtly
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fairly into the true North-Eaft Trade, uﬂ
with a good cheerful Gale, held our

about North-North-Weft, till de the
Firft of j"aly, being in the Latitude o 13
deg. 19 min. North, our Ship fprung a
Leak ; and finding that {he made more
Water than both Pumps could difcharge,
we could not chufe but be under fome Con-
fternation, we being fo far from Land, and
having no Ship in Company with us, How-
ever the Captain, with a great deal of In-
trepidity, fearch’d every Place he could
come at in the Hold for to find the Leak,
and at laft difcover'd a fmall one clofe up
by her Stern, about a Foot under Water,
which being impoffible to come at, on the
Outfide, by Reafon of the Shlps pltclnng
or dipping under Water ; we therefore re-
mov'd Part of our Cargo, which rais'd her
Bow a little higher out of the Water, and
confcqumtly eafed the Leak, Howcver. t&
Water ftill encreafed flowly upon us, fo &a
the Pains we had hitherto taken feem dhnt
ineffe€tual ; yet we refolv'd to bear away
before the Wind, which mightily eafed the
Strain the Ship labour'd under, when
haul'd, infomuch that we found we coull

juft
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keep her juft at a Par, and dlfcharge the
Woater with both Pumps as faft as it came in.
We then confulted what was beft to be done,
and according to the Captain's Propofal a-
greed to make the beft of our Way for the
Wefi-Indies, being then in the North-Eaft
Trade Wind, and as I before obferved in
the Latitude of 13 deg. 19 min. North, a
Wefterly Courfe would carry us direétly up-
on the Ifland of Barbadoes, which lies in
the fame Latitude. Our Diftance, by Com-
putation near 700 Leagues, tho’ that wasa
great Way for a finking Ship to run, yet
we were refolv’d (by God’s Permiffion) to
keep her above Water as long as poffible,
- with meer humane Strength ; and accord-
ingly took upon us the following Employ-
ments. The Captain was to ftand at Helm
four Hours, and the Chief Mate four Hours
more, and {o relieve each other alternately
in their refpective Watches. Mr. Charles
Wheeler before mentioned was to be in one
Watch, and I in the other, to drefs all our
Viétuals, and make hot Punch for the poor
Men at the Pumps, w'hbwcr: allow’d three
half Pints each, cvcry Watch, or four
Hours, to keep up their Spirits at that la-
borous
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borousWork. Every Body elfe abwd[q
divided into two Watches, plied the Pmt
with the utmoft Vigour, except two little

black Boys, one of whom was a Prefent,
from a Faltor in Africa, toBmFrmJg
England, the other was my Slave whohelp
Mr. Wheeler and I to make our Fires, to
clean the Knives, and lay the Cloth, &z
When we had been about Nine or Ten
Days in this Extremity, owMenhcpnm
grow tired and faint with cxce{ﬁvclabow
and fome in a difpairing manner mummr’d,
notwithftanding they had every Day frefh
Provifions kill'd for them. But we ﬁﬂdﬂv
vour'd to footh and Immourthcmtﬁclieﬁ
we could, affuring them that their Labour
were almoft at an End, and that we |
foon fee the Iland of Barbadses. Our
Yaul which was a good large five-oar'd
Boat was upon Deck ; but our Long-boat
was ftowed between Decks, and ﬁ:vm]
were very defirous to have hexbrmg&u?,
and to put the Sails, Mafts and Oars aboard
her apd thle;ﬂﬁaH‘ttﬁﬂ'Neﬁo
 ties, fuch as Compaffes, Provifions, Wate
&e. tobe ready to take to our Boats in
of the worft. Others of us mw.ry
much
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much againft that Propofal, fearing that
fome of our Men, who were now grown
defperate, would take the Advantage ofthe
Night to run away with the Long-boat be-
ing thus equipp’d ; and leave the others to
fhift for themfelves, who muft certainly
have perithed, had one Hand been want-
ing to keep both Pumps inceffantly at work ;
‘we therefore confented that the Long-Boat
fhould ftill remain under Hatches. In thefe
unhappy times all our curious foreign Ani-
mals aboard died for Want of proper At-
tendance.

Tue Sixteenth Day, three of our Men,
who had the Lar-board Watch from Four
0'Clock till Eight, dropp’d down dead, or
more properly fpeaking fainted away at the
Pumps, and were carried down like dead
Men off the Deck ; which occafioned our
Starbord Watch to be call’d out before the
Bell rung for Etght This brought Horror
and Confufion into every Body's Counte-
nance ; however being refolv'd to live as
long as we could, I had provided fomething
for Breakfaft, and whilft we were cating
it, onc of the Men at the Pumps leap’d up

and
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and roar’'d out as loud as hcconldha*
Land! Land ! and ran fore and aft the
Deck like 2 Madman. We negleﬂa“w
Food, all look’d out fharp, and prefently

faw the Land plain enough, which was tlp
moft welcome Breakfaft to us that we ever

had tafted. It was almoft Nine oC!ock.
Sunday Morning, the Sixteenth of July, and

the Land proved to be the Ifland of Bar-
bodoes. About Four inthe Afternoon we
anchor’d fafe in Carlifle. Bay, bemglm
full of Ships. That Night, Tuomas
Leake, Efg; who was Agent for the Roya/
African Company in Barbadoes, came off to
relieve our wearied Men at the Pumps.
The next Morning, (being invited by Mr.
Leake,) 1 went afthore, and finding feveral
of my old Acquaintance upon the Ifland, I
was very courteoufly received and kindly
entertained among them, during my Stay,
which was about two or three andthltq
Days., it 5 HAR

AFTER I had refrefh’'d myfdf aﬂm:,l

few Days, I went to pay myReMb

his Excellency Governor #or/flley, h_u_g‘m-
troduced by my learned and i
Friend
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Friend Do&or Warren, who was a parti-
cular Favourite of the Governour’s, and by
whofe Means I was highly honour’d by his
Excellency. He being told, that I was
juft arrived from A4 7ica, feem’d defirousto
learn fome Accounts of Guinca? 1 gave
him a fhort verbal Defcription of it, and
thew’d him fome of my Draughts, which
I happen’d then to have with me; at all
which his Excellency feem’d mighty well
pleafed; and very courteoufly invited us to
dine with him; but our Mirth was inter-
rupted by an Exprefs which foon arriv'd
with the News of the Death of his late Ma-
jefty King GEORGE the Firft.

In the mean while; no Time was loft to
~ fit and repair our Ship, for on Tuefday, the
Seventeenth they haul'd her a long Side a
Hulk, which lay in the Bottom of the
Bay, and while fome were employ'd in
putting out the Goods aboard the Hulk, in
order to heave her down and fearch her
Bottom ; the reft kept both Pumps continu-
ally at Work, which were now fcarce able
to keep the Ship above Water, tho' fhe
lay motionlefs in a {fmooth Bay. |

e, - WhHiLsT



274 A Foyage 1o Guinea.
207 O (v N B e b s

& Wurmh"faptanf Em} My
Leate, - and ‘other Gentlemen ‘were oné
Day abrodd, the Men purnp'd a fmallhalf=
confum'd young Dolphin “without 'eithe¥
Head or Tail, being about three Thches and
half long ; which cmmayanm
ed to be put up in Spirits of  Wineto
Home, as' being very fure that this Tictl
Fith had lain fome Time inthe Leak] and
kept out a great many, Tonis* of ‘Water, o'
the miraculous Prefervation of all ourLives;’
and this fcem’d the more probable becaufe
that, (as I before obfere'd;) fhe was now

grown fo leaky that they iconld “ fearce tkeep:
her above Water, and were thm:fmtohhg-

ed immediately to heave ! her down, 'Keel
out of Water alongfide; the Hulk, and not!
till then difcover'd a Lirge gaping Lieak with="
in two ftreaks of her Keel, wherothedhad’
loft about-four Foot of her Sheathing; they
{kxip 'd off all the reft from that Side al;
Hﬂttﬂmr'hl&:fnund no other Iseak of
Signification;till they had firip'd the ether!
Side, where- they found a few fmall ones.*
Her Plank wasall found and good,’ nor-did*
her Scams any‘a‘ﬁew W
T3 XLH T - about

»

i .l'




A Voyage to Guinea. 278

-about Seven Inches of the aforefaid Seam,
where the Piece of Sheathing was loft.
The Captain did not think it worth while
to have her new fheathed in Bardadoes, on-
ly well caulk’d, and her Bottom well paid
over with a good Coat of ' Pitch. Whilft
all this was doing I took my Pleafure afhore
upon that rich fertile, and well inhabited
Ifland, which will be needlefs in me here
to give any further Defcription of, being al-
ready fo well known to moft Europeans,
from the many and true Accountsof it by
others. |

+ Having now fitted up our Ship, and
taken in all the Goods again from on board
the Hulk. I took Leave of all my Friends
upon the Ifland, and on Friday the Eigh-
teenth of Auguft we fet Sail for London,
When we had crofs’d the North-Eaft Trade,
and.. come into the Way of the variable
Winds in the Latitude of 29 Deg. North,
wehad the good Fortune to meet with britk
Gales of Weiterly, and South Weft Winds,
which fent us along at the Rate of nine,
Knots, or nine, fome times ten Miles an

Hour. On Frtday, the Twenty-fecond of
September
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September we came into Sounding of fine
white Sand in Eighty Fathom Water.
Next Day we had an Obfervation, and
found ourfelves in the Latitude of the Ex-
glfp Channel. &M}Mm

Nine o'Clock we made the and
having a {martGale at South-Weft we made
the beft of our way up Channel. About
Day-break the next Morning we were a-
breaft of the Iffe o Wight, butthen the
Wind chop'd about to the South-Eaft, and
blew a meer Hurricano, fo that we wereo=
blig’d to bear up for Portfmouth, and tho'
we hung out a Wift, and fired three feveral
Guns, yet no Pilot-Boat would venture off
to us; however our Chief Mate being pret-
ty well acquainted with the Channel, under-
took to carry in the Ship, which he did
fafely, and at Eleven 0’Clock we anchor'd
in Portfmouth Harbour, being Tuefilay the
Twentyfixth of September 1727. Asfoon as
I went afhore, I took a Place in the Stage
Co:ch for London, being thankful QM&
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Palm-Oll, its great Excc“cn&,

142 ; its at Benefit to
Mankind’ B ib.

P:h};r‘l whatis meant there-

y 29
Phipp's Tower deferib'd 127

Pirates, - on the Coaft of Gm.
nea

Pirates Bay defcrib’d 1

P.'n}rr, taken by Reberss the
Pirate,Y 42 ; fa\rcs his Life by
Swﬂnng, 43; 15 blown up
with his Fort

Polygs my, practic'd uﬁné‘
the Guineans, an Obftacle to

their receiving Chriftianity,
207 ; Remarks thereon 244

By Abbocos, the

Popo, the Inhabitants cheat an'
Englifh Ship*sCrew, my ; the

Captain retaliates the
nels
- ﬁ n&m
of d
Prfnﬁﬁ nd
Punch w:uunlte‘& uﬁwi_o

and why ug
Q€
wa a ¢¢m
21
Wﬁi& it
- ‘ﬁf
; -ty
i f_-‘_, { .
Eligion, that of Gai
R Pagaz and ﬁtpa'llt:h:!
i
thc ﬁ!’tﬂ‘ll EI “

Re.Eltution, tpbem:d 5by -
Offender o' the Perlon_inju-
red, 217 ; ﬂl' otd

Ris Cobre, ‘s River,
10 - lf

calld dncober, from its
pentine Fm, s s
Rl:be;fmt punifh'd b !hch-
Sdcation of folen Goods,
;_nd I:ly tllclnpoﬁhan ¥
Royaltm, feveral fhﬂl"

der

saa
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Abee, or Saboe, deftroy'd,
190 ; deferibd, 192,

dis - - : 103
Salamanders , their Narture,
why they are fad ¢ live in
Fire 5

Saajaws, Mountains fmcall'ds.,

37
Scorpions, feveral Kinds of
~ them 155

Secondee, a ftrong Fort, de- .

ferib'd " 119, 120
Seflos River {urvey'd 126
Sharks, devour a Fremchman,
168 ; infelt the Coaft of WZ-
dab ib.
Sherbro City, Law relating ro
White Men made there, re-
‘markable : 65
8berbro, King of, his Cloath-
ing defcrib'd, §8; demands
his Cole, 60 ; abufes one
Allen, ib. is beaten heartily,
gg ; is put aboard a Canoe,
; makes his Efcape, 69 ;

flies into the Woods to his
Peogle, 74 ; annoys the En-
glifs, 76 ; malkes Overtures
of Peace, 79 ; leaves his
People 4nd Kingdom 86
re River deferib'd, gz,

933 the Banks and Country
very fertile 93
Sierraleene, ficll (ubje& to the
Portuguefe, 41; taken by
Roberts,” the Pirate, ib.  dé-
fenb'd, 435 River of, de-
ferib'd, g9 ; the Country
hereabouts abounds with wild

Beafts 48, 49

b o

.l..)"'! 'I??;,'.' X-

Slaves, good Trade for them
at Aeera, 135 ; Priloners ta-
ken in War fold to pay the
Expence of it 192

Sletias, a Kind of Linnen
Cloth R il .7

Snakes, feveral Kinds of them

' 1

Sodomy, in what Manner pi:
nifh'd Wk

Soul, the Negroes Notions a-
bout it 143

Spiders, feveral Kinds of them

1
San, its great Power in :hzﬁi

Pares 53
T ¥ 4

Tﬁmk, a Kind of Ciftern,
defcribed 133

Tantumguerry, a Fort there
defcrib'd 133
Taffo, an Ifland in the River
Sierraleone, delerib’d 44
Teeth, Elephant's, probable
Reafon of the Htrgncﬁ of
them . 49
Theodolite, a Surveying In-
ftrument, the Sight of it
frightens the Natives, 15 ;
who run and raile the Inha-
bitants, 16 ; an Account of
what enfues B4 5
The Baps, certain Hills, wh
fo call'd {
Thome, St. a Portuguefe Hland,

240; defcrib'd 241
Tie-Tie's, who they are, ng.:.
their Office :
Towns,
[ e H



*Fwinbitths, secomted agoed. i
Omen by fome, 233; b;‘:: Winneba, the Fort there,
thers a bad one, and the :
ther apd Children burnt  ib. Wives, great Gain made of

v found in the
Inland Countries punifh'd
VE dblﬂi '.duthcd m with Du&.;‘ ib. mifs no 2
nds o m defcnb’ 1 cuckolding
| olrsﬁ*'—'lﬁs m ib.. their extraor-
| Vifits, the Manner of them a-  dinary Method of granfying
| mong the Negroes - ane Mﬂm"&: nhl:
. rope |
a lufty Y | Ser-
i w vice, 223 ; one burnt for A-
» 204 i Executors of
WAfp, its Sting vesomous  the Sentences 206
14 - Women, unclean, 2a3
Water-falls, whatthey are gz  live long unmarried, in Aase,
Water-fpouts, what, 5¢ 5 dan-  and why, 224 ; pot account-
us to Mariners 56 ed Whores tho' lie with
ler, Mr. Charles, his Re- mylumh
marks on the Manoners and ity
g:ﬂmm of the Nldul'ﬁo{ .
inea 7
Whydab, Difficu 3&&: Y
here, 166 d pam-
d. 1 H 'h w. ' W-I .
of the Martves, o g of Sherbre cabge
the Nauves, 19§; very of Skerbre claims it,58;
induftrious, ib. 197 great deferted | 69
Slaves to PJ, 19'.6"% :
‘ A
~
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