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this manner slipping- down to his tail -every �m�O�~�: �L�l �i�. �.� 
I was force.d however to keep on, while the camel, 
rendered extremely restive at the sight of his strange 
rider, \vas all the time r unning about among the 
drove, and making a most woful bellowing, and as 
they have neither bridle, halter, or any other thing 
whereby to guide or govern them, all I had 10 do 
was to stick on as well as I could. 

The Arabs, both men and women, were very' 
anxious to know where we had been thrown on 
shore, whether to the eastwara or westward; 
and beirig satisfied by me on that point, so soon as 
they had placed us on the camels, and given the 
women directions how to steer, they mounted each 
his camel, seated themselves on the small round 
saddle, and then- crossing their legs on the animal's 
shoulders, set off to the westward at a great trot, 
leaving us under the care of the women, some of 
whom were on foot, and urged the caQlels forward 
as fast as they could run. The heavy motions of the 
camel, not unlike that of a small vessel in a heavy 
head-beat sea, were so violent, aided by the sharp 
back bone, as soon to excoriate certain' parts of my • 
naked bOelY; the inside, of my thighs and �l �e�g�s �-�:�: �~� _ _ 
were also dreadful]" chafed,' so that the blood 
dripped from' my heel;, while the intense heat of tbe 
sun h .. <l scorched and blistered our bodies and tbe 
outside of our Jegs, so �t�h�~�t� we were covered with 
sores, and wilhoutany tbing- to administer relief. Tbus 
bleeding and smarting under the most excruciating, 
pain, we continued to advance in a S. E. direction 
on a plain Rat hard surfacc of sand, gravel, and rock, 
covered with small sharp stones. It seemed. as if 
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our bones would be dislocated at every step. Hun­
gry and thirsty, .the night cam'e .on, and no indication 
of stopping ; thl' cold night wind began to blow, 
chilling 9ur blood, which ceased "to trickle down our 
lacerated legs; but although ifsaved 5ur blood, yet 
acting on our blisfered skins, it iMreas~d our pains be­
yond description. W ~ begged to be pei'mitted to get 
off, but the women paid no attention to our. distress nor 
entreaties, intent only on getting fohvard. We 
designed ly slipped off 'the camels when going at a 
fu ll trot, risking to breaK our necks by the fall, and 
tried to excite their cOlIlpassion and ge.t a drink of 
water, (which they call sherub) but they paid no at­
tention to our prayers,and kept the camels running fas-
ter than before. " 

This was the first time I had attempted to walk 
·barefooted since I was a schoolllOY : we were-obliged 
to keep up with the camels, running over the stones, 
which were nearly as sharp as gun fl in ts, and cutting 
our fee t to the bone at every step. It was here that 
my fortitude and philosophy failed to support me ; 
I cursed my fate aloud, and wished I had rushed into 

'... the sea befo re I gave myself up to these merciless 
beings in human forms- it was now too late. I would 
have put an immediate end to my existence, but had 
neither knife nor any other weapon with which to 
perform the deed. I searched for a stone, intending 
if! cou ld find a loose one sufficiently large, to' knock 
out my own brains with it ; but searched in vain. 
This parON ysm passed off in a minu te . or two, when 
reason returned, and I recollected that my life was in 
the hand of the power that gay. it. and that" the 

r. 
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Judge of a ll the earth would do r ight." Then run­
ing with all lI1y remaining might, I soon came up with 
the camels, regard less of my feet and of pain, and 
felt perfectly resigned and willing to submit to 
the wiJl of Providence alld the fate that awai ted 
me. 

From that time forward, thro ugh all my succeeding 
trials and ~ utrerings, 1 never once mlll'mllred in my 
heart, but at all times kept my spirits up, doing the 
tltmost to obey and pi case those whom fortune, fate, 
01' an overruling Providence had placed over me,and to 
persuade, both by precept and I"'actice, my unhappy 
comrades to do the same. I had, with my com pa­
nions, cried aloud with pain, and begged ou r savage 
drivers for mercy, and when we had ceased to make 
a noise, fearing, as it werc, to lose us in the dark, they 
stopped the camels, and again placing us on them as 
before, drove them on at full speed until about mid­
night, when we entered a small dell a'· valley, excava­
ted by the band of nature, a little below the surface 
of the desart, about f"om flftecn to twen ty feet deep. 
Here they stopped the camels, and made them lie 
down, bidding us to do the same. I judge we mllst 
ha\ o travell ed fo rty miles this day to the S. E.: 

" the place was hard and rocky, not eYen sand to li e 
on, nor any covering 10 shelter us 01' keep olf tho 
,,0 1<1 damp wind th at blew strong from the sea. 

They soon se t abo ll! 'nilking, and then gave us 
each about a pillt of pure milk, wal'm f"om the camels, 
taking gl'oat care to divide it for us; it warmed Ollr 

~tomachs, qu enched our thirst in some mensure, and 
allayed in a small degree the craYings of h~uge r. 
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Mr. Savage haa been separated from us, and I learn­
ed from him afterwards that be fared better than 
we did, having had a larger allowance of milk. 
Clark, Horace, and Dick the cook were still with me. 
,~re lay down on the grounias close to each other 
as we could, on the sharp stones, without any lee to 
fend olf the wind from us ; our bodies all over blis­
tered and mangled, the stones piercing through the 
sore naked & sh to the ,·ibs and other bones. These 
dislresses, and our sad and desponding reflections, 
rendered this one of the longest and most dismal nights 
ever passed by any human beings. We kept shifting 
births, striving to keep off some of the cold during 
the night, whi le sleep, that had bitherto relieved our 
Jistresses and fatigues, fled from us in spite of all our 
elforts and soli citude to embrace it; nor "iere we 
a ble to close our eyes. 

The morning of the 11 th came on at last, and 
our industrious mistresses having milked a little from 
the camels, and allowed the young ones to suck, 
gave us about half a pint of milk among four of us, 
being just enough to wet our mouths, and then made 
us go forward on foot and drive the camels. The 
situation of our feet was horrible beyond dcscription, 
and the very recollection of it, even at this moment, 
makes my nerves thrill and quiver. We proceeded 
forward, having gained tbe level desart for a eon­
iderable time, when entering a small valley, we dis-

covered three or four tents made of coarse cloth 
near which we were met by our masters and a 
number of men whom we had not before seen, all 
'armed with ei ther a double barrelled musket, a 
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scimitar, or dagger. They were all of the same 
nation and tribe, for they shook hands at meeting, 
and seemed very friendly to eacb other, though 
they stopped and examined us, as if disposed to ques­
tion the right of property. 

It now appeared there was still· some difficulty 
in deciding to whom each one of us belonged; for 
seizing hold of us, some dragged one way and some 
another, disputing very loudly and frequently drawing 
their weapons. It was however decide<! at last, 
afte r making us go different ways for the space of 
two or three hours 10th different men, that myself 
and the cook should remain, for the present, in the 
hands of our first master. They gave Clark to another, 
and Horace to a third. We had come near a couple of 
tents, and were certainly disgusting objects, being na­
ked and almost skinless ; this was sometime about noon, 
when three women came out who had not before 
seen us, aod having satisfied their curiosity by gazing 
at us, they expressed their disgust and contempt by 
spitting at us as we went along, making their faces 
still more horrid by every possible contortion of 
their frightful features;' this we after,vards found 
to be their constant practice wherever we weot 
~ntil after we got oil' the des art. 

Towards evening a great numper of the men 
]Javing collected in a little valley, we were made to 
stop, and as our bodies were blistered and burnt to 
such a degree as to excite pity in the breasts of some 
of the men, they used means to have a ten t cleared 
out forus to sit under. They then allowed all tbose 
of our crew pre!iJlnt to sit under it; but Porter and 
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Burns hau b!)en sepal'~te_d from me shortly after 
our captttre, and, as may well be supposed, we were 
glad to m~et one another aga'in; miserable as we all 
were. A council was now held by the natil'es.near 
the tent; they were abou t one hundred and - fif~y 
men, some very old, so". middle age~, and-some quite 
young_ I soon found tney were Mohamedans, ","od 

rthe proper names by which they frequently called 
each otber were Mohamed, Hamel, Sr:iil, Sideullah,. . 
.llbdallah, ~c. so that by these and the female nam"s 
Fatima, Ezi·mah, Samh, &c. I knew them to be Arabs 
or Moors. ' 

The council were deliberating abo\lt us; and having 
talked the matter over a long time, seated on the 
growld, with thei~ legs crossed under them in circles of 
from ten to twenty each, they afterwards arose and 
came to us. One of the old men then addressed me; 
he seemed to be very inteUigent, and though he spoke 
a langu-age I was unacquainted ' wi!h, yet he eJ[­
plained himself in such a plain and distinct manner, 
sounding every letter full like "tbe Spaniards, that 
with the help of signs I was able to understand his 
meauing. He wanted to know what country we 
belonged to; [ told him we were English; ana as 
I perceived the Spanish language was in sound. 
more like that which they spoke than any other I 
knew, ~ used the phrase Ing/esis; this seemed to' 
please him, and he said " 0 Frallsah, 0 Spaniah;" 
meaning" or Frenclunen or Spaniards;" I repeated 
we were English. FIe next wanted to know which 
point of the horizon we came from, and I pointed 
to the North. 
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They had seen ou r boat, which they called Zooerga. 
and wanted toknow if we had come all the way in that 
boat: I t old them no, and making a kind of coast, 
by heaping up sand, and forming the shape of a 
vessel, into wbich I sh'uEk sticks for masts and bow­
sprit, &c, r gave him to understan<;l that we had been 
io a large vessel, aod wrecked on the coast by"­
strong wind; then by tearing down the mast and cov­
ering up the vessel's 101'01 with sand, I signified to h im 
that she was totally lost. T hirty or forty of tbe other 
Arabs were sitting around us, paying the strictest atten­
tionto everyone of my words 'and gestures, and assist­
ing the aiel man to comprehend me, He wished to 
know where lve were going, and what cargo the 
vessel (which r now found they calleel SfenaA) had 
on board, I satisfied them in the best way I co uld, on 
this point, telling them that I had on board, among 
other things, dollars: they wanted to know how many, 
ancl gave me a bowl to imitate themeasnre of them; th is 
I did by filling it with stones and em ptying it three 
times, They were much surprised at the quantity, 
and seemed to he dissatisfied that they had not got a 
s hare of them. They then wanted' to know which 
way tbe vessel lay from us, and if we had seen any 
of the nati Yes, whom they called Moslemin. 

This I took to be what we call Mussulmen, or 
' followers of the Muhommedan doctrine, and in this 
I'was not mistaken., I then explained to them in what 
mannel' we had been 1 rea tcd by the inhabitants; that 
they had got all our clothing, except what we had on 
when tbey found us; ·all OUl' money and proYisions; 
massacred one of am' number. and droye n. out to 
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sea. They then told me that they heard of the ship­
wreckof a vessel agreat way North,and o[the money, 
&c. butthat the cre,n"ere drowned in theel JJI Bail-at; 
this was so near the Spa~ish (La Mar) for the sea, 
that I could not misunderstand it. Thus having . 
obtained what information they wanted on those 
points, they next de~ired to know if I knew any 
thing about Marocksft; tbis sounded sometbing like 
Mo·roeeo: I answered yes; next of the Sooltaan (the 
Sultan) to which instead of saying yes; I made signs 
of assent, for I found they did no more themselves, 
except by a cluck with the tongue. 

They wanted me to tell bis name, Soo Moole, but 
I could not understand them unti l they mentioned 
Moolay &7imaan; this I remembered to be the name 
of the present emperor of Morocco, as pronounced 
in Spanish, nearly. I gave them to understand that I 
knew him ; had seen him with my eyes, and tbat he 
was a friend to me and to my nation. They next made 
me point out the direction towards bis dominions, 
and hav ing satisfied them that I knew wbich way his 
dominions lay from LI S, I tried to intimate to them, that 
if they would carry me there, I should be able to pay 
them lor my ransom, undthat of my crew. They 
shook their heads-it was a g,·eat distance, and 
nothing for camels to "at or drink on the way. My 
shipmates, who were with Ille, could not understand 
one syllable of what they said, or of their signs, and 
did not belieye lhat r was able to communicate at all 
with them. Haying fini shed their co uncil, and talked 
the mailer oyer alllong themselves, they separated, 
(ll1d our masters, taking each his slaye, made off, 
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everyone his <l wn way. Although from the confe­
rence r derived hopes of our getting ransomeu, 
and imparted the same to my mates and crew, yet 
they all seemed to think r was deluding them with 
fals. expectations; nor could I convince them of the 
contrary. We took another leave of each other, 
when we parted for the night, having travelled thi s 
day, I should guess, about fifteen miles S. E. 

r had been so fully occupied since noon, that no 
thoughts of victuals or drink had occurred to my 
mind. We had pone of us ate or drank any thing 
tbis day, except about half a gill of milk each ill 
the morning at daylight, and about half a pint of 
black beach water near the middle of the day. I 
was delivered over to an Arab named Bickri, and 
went with him near his tent, where he made me lie 
down on the ground like a camel. Near midnight 
he brought me a bowl containing about a quart of 
milk and water; its taste was delicious, and as my 
stomach had become contracted- by long hunger 
and thirst, I consigered it quite a plentiful draught. 
I had been shivering with cold for a long time, as I 
had no covering nor skreen, and not eyen one of my 
shipl)lates to lie near me to keep one side warm at 
a time. I was so far exhausted by fatigues, privations, 
&c. tbat my misery could no longer keep me awake. 
I sank into a deep sleep, and during this sleep Twas 
troubled in tbe first place with the most frigbtfu l 
dreams. 

I thought T was naked and a slave, and dream­
ed oyer tbe principal incidents which had already 
actually passed. I then thought I was driven by 
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Arabs with red hot iron spears pointed at me on 
every side, through the most dreadful fire I had 
ever imagined, for near a mile, naked and barefoot; 
the Barnes up to my eyes, scoJ'ched every part of my 
skin all, and wasted away my flesh by roasting, 
burning, and drying it ofr -to · the bones; my tor­
ments were inconceivable- I now thought I looked 
up towards heaven, and prayed to the Almighty to 
receive my spirit, and end my sufferings; I was still 
in the midst of the fl ames; a bright spot like an eye, 
with rays around it, appeared above me in the firma­
ment, with. a point below it, Feaching towards the 
N. E.-I thought if I went that way I should go 
right, and turned from tne south to the N. E.; the 
fire soon subsided and I went on, .stil l urged by them 
about me, with their spears pricking me from tim!, 
to time over high sand bills and rocky steeps, my 
flesb dropping off in pieces as I went,- then de­
scending a deep valley, I thought I saw green trees­
tlowering shrubs in blossom-cows feeding on green 
grass, with horses, sheep, and asses near me, and as 
I moved on, r discovered a brook of clear running 
water: my thirst being excessive, I d,·agged my 
mangled limbs to the brook, threw myself down, 
and drank my fill of the most delicious water. When 
Illy thirst was quenched, I rolled in the btook to cool 
my body, which seemed still con suming with heat; 
then thanked my God in my heart for his mercies. 

My masters in the meantime kepf hurrying me 'on 
in the way pointed out by the All-seeing eye, which 
was still visible in the heavens above my head, 
through crooked, thorny, and na";o,,, paths, over 
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higb mounlains and deep yalleys-past hosts . of 
armed men on horseback and on foot, and waiIect 
cities, until we met a tall young man dressed in tbe­
European and American manner, by the side of a 
brook, riding on a stately horse, who upon seeing 
me alighted, and rushing forward, wild with joy. 
caught me in his arms, and pressed me to his breast, 
ealJing me by (he endearing name of brother, in my 
own Ianguage-I thought I fainted in his arms from 
excess of joy, and when I revived, found myself in a 
neat room, with a table set in the best manner be­
fore me, covered with the choicest meats, fruits, and 
wines, and my deliverer pressing me to eat and.. 
drink; but finding me too much overcome (0 partake­
of this refreslunent, he said, " take courage, my dear 
friend, God has decreed (hat you shall again em­
brace your beJoved wife and children." At this 
instant I was called by my master-I awoke, and 
found it was a dream. 

Being daylight, (Sept. 12th) be ordered me to 
drive forward the camels; this I did for about an 
haUl·, but my reet were so much swelled, being la­
cerated by the cutting of the stones, which seemed 
as if they would penetra te to my heart at every 
step-I could not help stooping and croucbing down 
nearly to the ground. In this situation, my first 
master Hamet observed me; be was going on the 
same course, S. E. riding on his camel; he came near 
my present master, and after talking with bim a good 
while, he took off the blanket from bis baC"k and 
gave it to Bickri- then coming close to me, made 
signs for me to .stop. He next made his camel lie 
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.down ; thcn fi xing a piece of sk·in over his back 
bebind tbe saddle, and making its t wo ends ras t to 
"!he gi"ths to keep it from slippin€;, off, he bade me 
mount on it, whi le he got OR his saddle and steadied 
me with his hand until the camel rose . -H e then 
went on the same course as before, in company with 
three 01' four other men, weH armed and mounted. 
The sun beat dreadfully hot upon my-bare head and 
body, and it appeared to me t hat my head must soon 
.split to pieces, as it was racking and cracking with 
excruciating pain_ Though in this hOI'l:ible distress, 
yet I still thought of my dream of the last night­
" a drowning man will ca tch at a sh'aw," says the 
proverb, and I can verily add, tbat the ve ry fai ntest 
g leam of hope will kcep a li ve the declin ing spirits 
of a man in the deepest distress and misery; for 
from the moment I .began to reflect on what had 
passed throug h my mind wben sleeping, I felt con­
vinced that though t his was nothing more tha:! a 
dream, yet still remembe ring hOlv narrowly and 
often r had escaped immediate apparent dcatb, and 
beli eving it was through tbe peculi ar interposition of 
divine Providence, I could not but believe that the 
All-seeing eye was watcbing over my steps, and 
would in due time conduct me by his unerring wis­
dom, into paths that woul d lead to my deliverance, 
and restoration to my fa mily. 

[wa never supe rstitious, nor ever did I be lieve in 
dreams or "isions, as tbey are termed, o'r even re­
membered them, so as to relate any I may h ave had ; 
but this dream made such an impresBion on my 
mind, that it was not possible for me to remove it 
fl:om.my memory-being now as fresh as at the mo-
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!nent I awoke after dreaming it, and r must add 
that when I afterwards saw Mr. WillsAire, I kne,v 
him to be tbe same man r had seen in my sleep. 
He had a particular ma"k on his chin-wore a light 
coloured frock coat, had on a whi te hat, aud rode 
the same horse. From that tim~ I thought if I 
could once get to the empire of Morocco, I should 
be sure to find a friend to relieve me and my com­
panions, ,,'hose heart was already prepared for it by 
superior power. My mind was thus employed-'until 
we came to a little valley whe re half a dozen tents 
were pitched: as soon as we saw them, H~met made 
his camel kneel down, and me to dismount-he was 
met by several women and children, who seemed 
very glad to sec him, and I soon found that they 
were his relations. He beckoned me to come 
towards his tent, for he lived tbere apparently with 
his mother, and brothers and sisters, but the woman 
and girls would not suffer me to approach them, 
dri;<ing me off with sticks, and throwing stones a t 
me; but Hamet brought me a li ttle sour milk and 
water in a bowl, which refreshed me considerably. 

It was about two o'clock in theday,a;d I was forced 
to rem'lin broi ling in the sun without either tree, shrub. 
or any other shade to shield me from its scorching 
rays, until night, when Dick (the cook) came in with 
the camels. Hamet had kept Dick [rom the begin­
ning, and made him dri ve the camels, but allowed 
fiim to sleep in one corner of the tent, and gave him 
for the few first days, as much milk as be could 
drink, once a day; and as he was a domestic slave. 
he managed to steal water, and sometimes SQlII" 

milk when he' was dry. 
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'" In the evening of this day, I was j oi ned by Hogan, 
and now found that he and myself had been pur-' 
chased by H amet ' that day, and that Horace be­
longed t o an ill-looking old man, whose tent was 
pitched in company. This old ,·i1 lain came near me, 
and saluted me by the name of R ais, asking me the 
name of his boy; (Horace) I told him it was H orae"" 
whi ch after repeating a few times, he learned so per"'... 
["ctly, that at every' instant he was yelling out 
" Boh Rais" fo r something or othe r. Hamet was 
of a much lighter colour than the other Arabs we 
were witb, and I thought he was less cruel, but in 
this respect I found I was mistaken, for he made 
myself and H ogan lie on the ground ill a place he 
chose, wbere the stones were very th ick and baked 
into the ground so ti ght that we could not pull them 
out with our finge rs, and we were forced to lie on 
their sharp points, thougb at a small distance, not 
more tb'an fifty yards, was a spot of sand. This I 
made him understand, ( pointing at the same time to 
my skinless flesh) but he signified to us that if we 
did not remain where he bad ordered, we should 
get no mi lk when he milked the camels. I calculate 
we travell ed this clay ahout thirty miles. 

Here then we staid, but not to sleep, uiltil about 
th e midnight ho ur, when Hamet came to us with our 
milk-It was pure and warm from the camels; and 
about a pint for each. The wind blew as is usual in 
the nigh t, anil on that part of the desart the air was 
ex tremely cold and damp ; bu t its moisture on our 
bodies was as salt as the oceao. Having received 
our share of milk, when all was still in the tent, 
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we stole to the sandy place, where we got a little 
sleep during (he remaining part of (he ni ght. Ho­
race's master would not, permit 'him to come near 
me, nor me (0 approach him, making use of a st1ck, 
as well to enforce his commands in this particular, 
as to teach us to understand him in other respects. 

At daylight (Sept. 13th) we were called on to 
proceed. The fami lies struck their tents, and pack­
ed them on camels, together with all their stuff. 
They made us walk and keep up with the camels, 
though we were so stiff and sore all over that we 
could scarcely refrain from crying out at every step : 
such was our agony:-still pursuing our route to 
the S. E. In (he course of the morning, I saw Mr. 
,Villiams; he was mounted on a camel, as we had 
all been the first day, and had been riding wi th the 
drove about tlll'ee hours-I hobbled along towards 
him; his camel stopped, and I was enabJed to take 
him by (he hand-he was still entirely naked; his 
skin had been burned olf; his whole body was so 
excessively inflamed and swelled, as well as his 
face, that I only knew h,im by his voice, whieh was 
very feeb le, He told me he had been obliged ( 0 

sleep naked in the open air eve ry night; that his life 
was fas t wasting away amidst the most dre~dful 

torments; that he could not live one day more in 
such misery; that his mistr .. ss had taken pity on 
him, and anoi nted his body that morniog with butter 
or grease, but, said he, "I cannot li .. e ;" should you 
ever get clear (,.OIU this dreadful place, and be re­
sto red to your country, tell my dear wife that m,v 
last .breath was spent in prayers for her happine-ss' 
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he c01lld say no Inor",; tears and sobs choked his 
utterance. 

H is master arrived at this time, and drove on his 
camel, and I could only say to him, "God' Almighty 
b less you," as I took a las t look at him, and forgo t, 
fo r a moment, while contemplating his eAtrerne dis­
t ress, my own misery. His camel was large, llnd 
moved forward with very heavy motions; as he: 
went from me, I could see the inside of his legs and 
thighs- they hung in strings of torn and chafed 
flesh-the blood was trickling down the sides of the 
camel, and off his feet-" my God !" I cried, "suffer 
us not to live longer in such tortures." 

"I had stopped about fifteen miDutes, and my 
master's camels had gained a great distance from 
me, so that I was obliged to run that J might corne 
up with them. My mind was so shocked with the 
distresses of Mr. Williams, that I thought it would 
be impious for me to complain, though the sharp 
stones continned to enter my sore feet at every step. 
My master saw me, and stopped the drove for me to 
come up ; when I got near him, he threatened me, 
shaking his stick over my head, to let me know what 
r had to expect if J dared to commit another faul t. 
He then rode oft~ ordering me and Hogan to drive 
the camels on as fast as we could. About an hour 
afterwards he came near us, and beckoned to me to. 
come to him, which J did. A tall old man, nearly as 
black as a negro, one of the, most ill-looking and 
disglls(ing I had yet seen, soon joined my master, 
wi.! h two young men, whom I found afterwards were 
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bis sons- they we re also joined by a number more 
on camels, and well armed. 

After some time bartering about me, I was given to 
the old man, whose features showed every sign of the 
deepest rooted malignity in his disposition. And is 
this my master, thought I? Great God! defend me 
from his cruelty! He began to go on-he 'was on foot; 
so 1I'ere his two sons; but they walked faster than 
camels, and the old man kept snarling at me in the 
most surly manner, to make me' keep up. I tried my 
very best, as r was extremely anxious to please him, if 

. such a thing was possible, knowing the old adage of 
"the devil is good when he is pleased," was correct, 
when applied to human beings; but r cou id not go 
fast enough for him; so after he had growled and 
kept on a considerable time, finding I could not keep 
up with him, he came liehind me and thrust me for­
ward with hard blows repeatedly applied to my' ex­
posed back, with a stout stick he had in Itis hand. 
Smarting and staggering under my wound, I made 
the greatest efforts to get on, but one of his sti ll more 
inhuman sons, Cas I then thought him) gave me a 
double barrelled gun to carry, with his powder horn 
and other accoutrements: they felt yery heavy, ye~ 
after I had taken them, the old man did not again 
strike me, but went on towards the place where he 
meant to pitch his tent, leaving me to follow on as 
well as I ceuld. 

The face of the desart now appeared as smooth 
as the surface of the ocean, when unruffled by winds 
or tempests, Camels could be seen on eyery direr-
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tion, as soon as they come abJivc the horizon, so 
that there lVas no difficulty in knowinglvhich way to go, 
and [took care to keep sight of my new master's 
drove, until [ reacbed the valley, in which he had 
pitched his teot. [was broiling under the sun and 
tugging along, with my load, which weighed me 
down to the earth, and soould have lain down des­
pairing, had [ not seen Mr. Williams in a still worse 
plight than myself. 

Having come near the tent about four P. M. they 
took the load from me, and bid me lie down in the 
shade of the tent. I then begged for wat~r, but 
could get none. The time now came on for' prayers, 
and after the old man and bissonShad performed 
this ceremony very devoutly, t\ley w!,nt away. I was 
in so much pain, [could scarcely contain myself, and 
my thirst \vas more painful than it had yet been. 
J tried to soften the hearts of the women to get me 
a little water, hut they ollly laugh~d and spit at me ; 
and to increase my distresses as much as they could, 
drove me away from the shade of tbe tent, so that 
[ was forced to remain in th,e scorching sun for the 
remainder of this long day. 

A little after sunset myoId and young masters re­
turned; they were joinedby all the men that were near, 
to the number of from twenty to thit·ty, and went 
through their religious ceremonies in a very solemn 
manner, in which the women and little childt'en did 
not join them. Soon after this was o,er, Clark came 
in with the camels and joined me; it wo~ld have been 
pleasant to be together, but bis situation was such 
that it. made my heart-ache still worse tban it did 

N 
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befol'e ; he was neady wfthout a skin ; every part of 
. hi s body exposed; hi s fle sh excessively mangled, burot 

aod inflamed. " r am g lad to see you once more, sir," 
said C lark, " for I cannot live through tbe approach­
ing night, and now beg of you, if you ever get to 
our co untry again, to tell my brothers and sisters how 
Iperisbed." I comforted him all r could, and assuretl 
him he would not die immediately; t hat the nourish­
ment we now had, though very li ttle, was sufficient 
to keep us alil'e for a considerable time, and t(lat 
though our skins were roas ted off' and our fl esh in­
fl amed , we were yet ali\'e without any signs of pu­
t refaction on our bodies; th at I had great hopes we 
shou ld all be curried in a rew days from tbis desart 
to wbere we might ge t some food to nourish us, and 
as I had lc,\rned a littl e of the language of tbese 
peoplo, (01' savages) I would keep t l}ing to pel'suad" 
them th~ t if they would carry us up the Moorish 
domin ions, I should be able to pay them a great r an­
SOI)1 101' all the crew; for an old man had told me 
that as soon as it sho uld rain they would journey to 
t he N. E. and sell us. 

'fhe night came 00; cold damp winds succeeded 
to tbe beat of the day, and r begged of myoId mas­
ter to be permi tted to go under the corner of his 
tent, (for it was a largo one) and he seemed \villing, 
pointing out a place fo l' us to lie down in, bu.t the wo­
men would not consen t, and we remained outside until 
t he men had milked the camels. T hey then gave us a 
good drink of milk, nea l' a quart each, and nfte!' the 
women were asleep, one of my young mastel'S', 
l)amed Oma1', ( the same that made me cal'l'y his &Ull 
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the preceding d"aJ" to keep bis father from beating 
. me) took pity on our distresses, and carn e and made 

l,lS creep under one corner oC the tent, without 
waking the women, wbere some soft sand served us 
for a bed, and the tent kept off the cold air from us; 
and here' we slept soundly unti l morning. As soon 
as the women awoke, and found us under the tent, 
they were fDr thrusting us out with blows, but I 
pretended to be asle.ep, and tbe old man looking on 
us, seemed somewha t concerned, fearing (as I thought) 
he might lose his property. H e told his women to 
let us alone, and as he was absolute, they were 
forced to obey him, though with every appearance of 
reluctance. 

After they had milked the camels, and took a 
drink themselves, they gave us what remained, 
that is to say, near a pint between us. They did not 
move forwar-d this wav, and suffe red us to remain 
under the corner of the tent in the shade all the 
while and the next ' night, and even gave us a piece 
of a skin to cover us with in part, and keep off the 
riight wind. They gave us a good drink of milk when 
they drank themselves on the second night, and Omar 
had given us about a pin t of \Va tel' each, in the 
middle of the day; so that the inBammation seemed to 
have subsided in a great degree from our Besh and 
feet. 

This attention, together with the two good nights' 
rest, revived us very much- these Were the 14th 
and 15th days of September. I had not seen any 
of my unfortunate shipmates except Clark, and did 
!lOt know where they were during the day we re-
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main cd sti ll.· The camels were dri,'en off early i!J. 
tJle morning by a negro slave and two of the small 
pays, and did not return until in 'the night- they 
went out to the east to fill,d shrubs for them to feed 
on. Clal,k was obliged near night to go out arid 
pull up some dry thorn bush shrubs and roa.ts to 
tnake a 'fire with. {\t (he return of the camels, the 
negro slave (who was a stout fellow, named Boireck) 
seated himself by the f,re, stl'etching out his legs on. 
each side of it, rd seeing us under the tent, thought 
to drive us O\lt; but as he was not permitted by our 
old master, he call tented himself by pointing at us 
and making comparisons: then sneeringly address­
ing me by the name of Rias, or chief, would set up 
a loud laugh, which, with the waggery he displayed 
in his remarks on us, kept the wbole family and se: 
yeral strangers who had assembled on the occasion, 
in a constant roar of laughter' until l)1idnight, the 
hou,' for milking the camels. He would poke our 
sore fles!l with a shal'p stick, to make sport, and sl~w 
the Arabs wbat miseraple beings we were, who cou ld 
not even bear the rays of the suo (the image of God, 
as they term it) to . hine upon us. 

Being to~mcn(ed ill this manner, my companion 
Clark could scarcely contail> his wrath: "it was Qud 
enough, (he said) to be reduced to slavery by t4!: 
savage Arabs; to be stripped, and skinned alive and­
mangled, without being obliged to bear (he scolfs 
and del·ision of a d--d negro slave." I told him 
I was very glad to find he still had so much spirits 
left, and could feel as if he wished tb revenge an 
insult...,..it proved to me'. that he felt better than he 
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did the preceding nigh I, and as I was so much re­
lieved my.self, my hopes of being aBle to endure our 
tor lures and privations increased, adding, " let the 
negro laugh i(he can take any pleasure in it; I am 
willing he should do so, even at my expense : he is 
a poor slave himself, naked and destitute, far from 
h is family and friends, and is only trying to gain the 
fa 1'0Llr ' of his masters and · mistresses, by m'aking 
sport of us, whom he considers as much inferior to 
him as he is to them." Clark could not be recon­
ciled to this mode of mockery and sport, b;;-t the 
negro kept it up as long as we remained with his 
master, every night, and always had plenty cit spec­
tators to admire his wit, and laugh at his tricks and 
b uffoonery. This reminded me of the story of 
Samson, when the Philistines wish~d to make sport 
with him; he was blind, and they supposed him 
harmless; but he became so indignant, that he was 
willing to suffer death to be revenged of them; the k 

di lIerence was, he had strength to execute his w;lI,­
we .had not. 

From th,e 15th to the 18th, we journeyed every 
day to the S. E. about thirty miles a day, merely to 
find a few sbrubs in the small scattered valleys [or 
the camels, and consequently for tbe inhabitants to 
'Subsist on. As we went on in that direction, the 
valleys became less frequent and very sballow ; the 
few thorn bushes they produced were very dry, and 
lIo other shrubs to be found ; the camels could not 
·fill their stomachs with the leaV'es and shrubs, nor 
with all that they could crop off, though they pulled 
"away. the branches as thick as a man's finger. The 
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milk began to fail, and consequenlly we had td be 
scanted, so that our allowance was reduced to half 
a pint a day, and as all the water they had taken 
from the well. was expended, they could give us no 
more of thaI precious article. The,'e was belong­
ing to this tribe foul' mares that wero the general 
property; tboy were very clear limbed, and vel'y 
lean ; they fed them on milk every day, and every 
o,~e took his turn in givi ng them as much water 
every two days as they woule(. drink, These mares 
drank up the last of our water on the 19th, DOl' 

would my masle,' allow nee to drink what little was 
left in tho bowl, not exoeeding half a pint, and it 
was poured out as a drink oliering before the L ord, 
while they prayod fo,' rain, which indeed they had 
reason to expect, as the season they knew was ap­
proaching, whon SOlne rain generally happens, I 
supposed Oli" distance from the sea, or the well that 
we had left, to be three hundred miles in a direct 
jine, and feared ve,,), much that we should not find 
water at any other place, The sustenance we re­
ceived was just sufficient to keep the breath of life 
in LI S, but ou ,' /lesh was less inflamed than in the lirst 
days, [or we had continued to lio under a part of the 
tent at night, and also in the day-time when it was 
pitched, which was generDJ ly the case about two 
o'clock in tb e afternoon, We had, however, become 
so e,maci"ted, that we could scarcely stand, and they 
did not attempt to make me nor .Clark tio any kind of 
work, except gather a few dry sticks, towards even­
ing, to light a fi re, T he swe llings had also ,gone 
down in some measure from our feet, as tll~re. wa~ 
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not substanqe enough in us to keep up a running 
sore; all the moisture in lhem seemed to dry away. 
and we could support tlie pricki'lgs and cutting of 
the stones better as we became lighter and more 
inured to it.. We had endeavoured to find some of 
the kind of root that was met with near the sea 
coast, bu t none could be procured. In every valley 
we came to, the natives would run about and search 
under eve ry thorn bush, in hopes to find some herb, 
for they were nearly as hungry as ourselves. In 
some places a small plan t was found, resembling 
what we call shepherd's sprout ; they were torn up 
by them a\ld devoured in an instant. I got one or 
t wo, but tbey proved ve ry bilter, and were impreg­
nated, in a considerable degree, with salt: these 
plants were so rare as to be scarcely of any ·benefit. 
There were also found by the natives, in particular 
places, a small ground root, whose top showed itself 
like a single short spear of grass, about three inches 
above the ground ; they dug it up with a stick ; it 
was of the size of a small walnut, and in she-pe yery 
much like an oni on ; its taste fresh, without any 
strong flavour ; bul il was very difficu lt to find, and 
afforded us ve ry lillle relief, as we could not get 
more than half a dozen in a whole day's search, and 
some days no ne at all. 

On the 19th of September, in the morning, the 
tribe having held a council the night before, at which 
I could observe my oId master was looked up to as 
a mall of superior j udgment and influence, they 
began a route back again towards the Sea, and the 
well near which we were first made slayes;- this 
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convinced me that no fresh water could be procured 
nearer, and as tho camels were almost dry, I much 
feared that myself and my companions must perish 
before we cou ld reach it. I had been ilT the habit 
every day since I was on the desart, of relieving my 
excessive thirst by the disagreeable expedient before 
mentioned; but that resource now failed me for the 
want of moisture, nor had any thing passed through 
my body since the day I left the well. We had jour­
neyed for seven and a hal f days S. E. and I con­
cluded it would require the same time to return ; but 
on the 18th we steered N. E. and on the 19th we 
took a N. W. direction, and in the course of the day 
we entered a_very sma ll nlley, where we found a 
few little dwarf thorn bushes, not more than two 
reet high; on these we found some snai ls, most of 
which were dead and dry, but I got about a handful 
that were alive, and when a fire was kindled, roasted 
and ate them-Clark did the same, and as we did 
not receive mOI'e than a gill of milk each in twenty­
foul' ho~t's, this noul'ishment was very serviceable. 

On the morning of the 20th we started, as soon 
as it was light, and drove very fast all the day. ' ''' e 
had no other drink than the camels' m'ioe, which we 
caught in our hands as they voided it; its taste was 
bitter, but not salt, and it reliel'ed our fainting spi' 
rits. 'Ve were forced to It.ecp up with the drove, 
but in the course of the day found a handful of 
snail s each, which we at night roasted and ate. Om' 
fect, though not swollen, were extremely sore; our 
bodies and limbs were nearly deprived of skin and 
fl esh, for we continually wasled awn v, and the little 
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;vc had on our boues was dried hard, aud stuck fast 
to (hem. My head had now become accustomed to 
(he heat of the sun , and though it remained unco­
vered, it did not pain me. Hunger, that had preyed 
upon my companions to such a degree as to cause 
them to bite off the flesh from their arms, had not 
the same effect on me. I was forced in one instan~e 
to tie (he arms of one of my men behind him, in 
order to prevent his gnawing his own flesh; and in 
another instance, two of them having caught one of 
the boys, a lad about four years old, out of sight of 
the (ents, were ahout dashing his brains out with a 
stone, for (he lJUTpose of devouring his flesh, when 
luckily at that instant I came up and rescued the 
child, with some difficulty, from their voracity. They 
were so frantic with hunger, as to insist upon having 
one meal of his flesh, and then they said they would 
be willing to die ; for they knew that not only them­
selves, but all the crew would be instantly massacred 
as soon as the murder should be discovered. I con­
vinced them that it would be more manly to die with 
hunger than to become cannibals and eat their own 
or other hUqlan lIesh, telling them, at the same time, 
I did not doubt but our masters would give us suffi.­
cient nourishment to keep us alive, until they could 
Bell us. On the 20th, we proceeded with much 
speed towards the N. ''V. or sea shore; but on the 
21st, we did not go forward. 

This day I met with Mr. Savage, Horace, Hogan, 
and the cook; their masters' tents were pitched near 
ours; they were so weak, emaciated and sore, that 
{hey could scarcd.)' stand, and bad been car"ied on 

o 
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the camels for the last" few days. I was extremely 
glad to see them, and spoke to all but Horace, whose 
master drove me off with a stick one way, and 
H orace another, yelling most horribly at the same 
time and laying it on Horace's back with great fu ry. 
I soon returned to our tellt, and felt very much 
dejected; they all thought they could not live another 
day- there were no snails to be found here, and we 
had not one drop of milk OT \Vater to drink. Horace, 
Hogan, and the cook were employed in attending their 
masters' camels, in company with OUf' or two Arabs, 
who kept flogging them nearly tbe whole of the time. 

MyoId master did nut employ me or Clark in the 
same way, because he bad two negro slaves to do 
thatwork j he \,,'asa rich mall among tbem, and owned 
from sixty to seventy camels; he was also a kind of 
priest, for ever), evening he was joined, in his devo­
tions, by aU the old and most of the young men 
near his tent. They all first washed themselves with 
s,and in place of water; then wTapping themselves' 
up with their strip of cloth and turning their faces 
to the east, myoid master stepfe'd out before them, 
antI commenced by bowing twice, repeating at each 
time" Allah Floltalcibm';" then kneeling and bowing 
his head to the ground twice; then raising himself up 
on his fee t, and repeating," HiclAliah SllC<iaJliohamed 
Rahsool Allal,," bowing himself twice: and again 
prostrating himself on the earth as man) _times, then 
" Altalt HOllalcibar" was three times repealed. He 
'was always accompanied in his motions and words 
by all presellt who could see him distinctly. as be 
stoo(l hefore them. He would then make a long 
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prayer, and they recited altogether what I art~rwards 
found to b~ a chapter in the Koran ; and then all 
joined in chaunting or singing some hymn or sacred 
poetry fo\'aconsiderable time. This ceremony being 
fini shed , they again prostrated themselves with their 
faces to the earth, and the service concluded. 

About the middle of this day two strangers 
arrived, riding two camels loaded with goods: they 
came in front or my mas ter's tent, and having made 
the camels lie down, they dismounted, and seat­
ed themselves on the ground opposite the tent, 
wi th their faces turned the other way. There were 
i~ this valley six tents, besides that of my masters. 

CHAP. IX. 

Two .I1rahian ",erchants are persuaded by tlte author to 
pU1'Chase hi,n and foUl' of his sliffering companions,! 
tAey kill a camel, and prepare 10 set out for Mo­
rocco ac-ross the D esa1'l. 

ALL the men li'"ad gone out a hunting on their 
camels, carrying their arms with them; that is to say, 
seeking for plunder as I- concluded. MyoId and 
youn~ mistresses went to see the strangers; they 
had no water to carry, as is customary, but took 
with them a large skin, with a roll of tent cloth to 
make them a shelter; the strhngers rose as the women 
drew near, and salu ted them by the words " Labe=, 
Labez-Sale1lt ; Labe=-.I1li1coVL ;" peace, peace be with 
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you, &c. and the women returned these salutations 
in similar' words. They next ran to our tent, and 
took a couple of sticks, with the help of which and tbe 
skin and tent cloth, they soon made an awning for the 
strangers. This done, they took the bundles which 
were on the camels, and placed them in this tent, 
with the sad~les and all the other things the stran­
gers had brought. The two strangers had a couple 
of skins that contained water, which the women hung 
up on a frame Jhey carried from our tent. 

During the whole tiiue the women were thus 
employed, the strangers remained seated on the 
ground beside their guns, for they had each a 
double barrelled musket, and so bright, that they 
glittered in the sun like silver. Tbe women baving 
finished their attentions, seated tbemselves neal' tbe 
strangers, and made inquiries, as near as I coul~ com­
prehend, by saying, "where did you come from i' 
what goods have you got? how long have you been 
on your journey?" &c. Having satisfied tbeir curi­
osity on these points, they next carne to me, and the 
ota woman (in whot!) as yet I had not discovered one 
spark of pity) told me that Sidi Hamet had come 
with blankets and blue clotb to sell; that he came 
from tbe Sultan's dominions, and that he could buy 
me and carry me there, if he chose, where I might 
find my friends, and kiss my wife and children. 

Before my master returned I went to the tent of 
Sidi Hamet, with a wooden bowl, and begged for 
seme water; sho wing my mouth, which was ex~ 

tremely parched and stiff, so much so, that I could 
with dilficul ty speak. He looked a t me, and asked 
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"if [was el Rais (the captain). I nodded a~sent; be 
told his brother, who was with him, to. give me some 
wate r, but this ' his benevolent brother w0uld not 
condescend to do; so taking the bowl J,;mself, be 
poured into it near a qqart of olear water, saying, 

. " Sberub Rias"-that is, drink, captain, or cbief. 
r drank about balf of it, and after thanking bim and 
imploring tbe blessing of Heaven upon him for his 
humanity, I was going to take tbe rest of it to our 
tent, where Clark lay stretched out.on his back, 
a perfect wreck of almost naked bones; his -!ielly 
and back nearly collapsed, and breatbing like a 
person in the last agonies of death: bul Sidi Ha· 
met would not permit me to carry the water away, 
bidding me drink it myself. I pointed out to him my 
distressed companion ; tbis excited his pity, and he 
suffered me to give Clark the remainder. 

The water was perfe"tly hesh, and reyivcd him 
exceedingly; it was a cordial to his desponding soul, 
being the first fresh water either of us had tasted ' 
since we left the boat: his eyes that were sunk deep 
in their sockets, brightened up-" this is good waler, 
(said he) and must have come from a betteT country 
than this ; if we were once there, (added he) and I 
could get one good drink of such water, I could die 
with pleasure, but now I cannot live another day." Our 
masters soon returned, and began, wi th others of the 
tribe, who had received the news of the arrival of 
strangers, to [orlll circles, and ohatwith them and each 
other; this continued till night, and I presume there 
were at least two hund{ed men present. After dark ' 
they began to separate, and by 10 o'clock at night 
Mne remained but myoid master's family, and 'three 
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or four of their relations, at our tent. On this 
occasion we were turned out into the open air, and 
were obliged to pass the night without any shelt@r 
or covering. It IVas a long ancl tedious night ; but 
at the time of milking the camels, our old master 
coming to us, as if afraid of losing his property by 
our death, and anxious we shou ld live, dealt out about 
a pint of milk to each; this milk tasted better than 
any I had yet drank; it was a sweet and seasonable 
relief, and saved poor Clark from dissolution. 

This was the first nourishment of any kind our 
master had given us in three days, and I concluded 
fro m this circumstance that he had hopes of selling 
us to tlie strangers. The next morning Sidi Hamet 
came towards tbe tent, and beckoned me to come 
there; be was at a considerable gistance, and I 
made the best of my way to him; here he bade me 
sit down on the grolind. I had by thi s time learned 
mans words in their language, which is ancient 
Arabic, and could understand the general current 
of their conversation, by paying strict attention 
to it. 

He now began to question me about my country, 
and the manner in which I had come here-I made 
him understa;,d that 1 was an Englishman, and that 
my vesse l and crew were of tbe same \nation-I 
fo und he had heard of that country, and I stated as 
well as I could the manner of my shipwreck-told him 
we were reduced to the lowest "depth of misery; 
that I had a wife and five children in my own country, 
besides Horace, whom I called my eldest son, ming­
ling wivb my ~tory sighs and tears, and all the signs 


