








































































'was set aside and the matter referred to Hall J. as arbitrator. 
favo\.l.r of Ochereso was given in 1930. 

An o.ward in 

224. Hall J. delivered an exhaustive judgment in the course of which he 
stated that the fact that the land in dispu;te is in Ashanti ••• "has no virtue in 
it so far as the ownership of the land in question is concerned; there being 
nothing to show that the Pra was not merely a convenient boundary selected between 
Ashanti and the Colony". This point was also made by Gardiner Smith J. who said 
"the Government Boundary of Asho.nti is a political one ". (Referljnce might also 
be made on this question to Buaten v. Amonko 1927 F.e. '26 - '29 p.254). 

225 •. He considered the relative evidentiary value of tradition and actual 
facts and analysed the evidence before him as to occupation and possession. (cp. 
The Asnmankese 1929, D.O.26-29) • . As a result he had a line drawn on 
the surveyed plan which divided the area in dispute in accordance with his findings 
and awarded land to the west of the line to Kobina Foli and that to the east to 
Ohene Obeng Akesse. 

226. The Adansihene r s next step was to apply to have the award set aside by 
the West African Court of Appeal which had come into existence in March 1930. This 
the Court refused to do. In a reo.d by Deane J. President, the Oourt laid 
dovm the general rule that when parties submit to arbitration they C eJ'JIlot, when the 
award is good on its face, object to· the decision either on the law or the facts. 

227. On al)peal to the -Privy Council however, the award was set aside and 
the matter remitted to the West .Af'rico.n Court of Appeal to be heard 'de novo' 
(Omanhene Kobina Foli v Obeng Adesse 1934 A.C. p.340). For the Council 
Lord Thankerton said that, in their lordships' opinion, it vm.s ·the duty of the 
arbitrator to ascertain a boundary existing as a matter of title, and not to lay 
down a new boundary however fair that it might be. "In questions of disputed 
ownership of land, occupation and possession of portion of the disputed area is not 
relevant evidence of title to the whole area unless it can be reasonably attributed 
to right to the whole area... AI ternatively the occupation of a portion may be 
reasonably ."t tributo.ble to a right of ownership in a lo.:tger area... But the larger 
area must be define'd; in other words it must be attributable to an existing 
boundary. There is no trace in the award of nny such evidence or of any such 
question being considered by the learned arbitrator. We are therefore of the 
opinion that the learned arbitrator has misconceived his duty under reference ••• in 
that he has laid down a new boundnry line bo.sed on the. consideration of what would 
be 0. fo.ir decision ••• It follows that the o.vm.rd should be set aside on the .grounds 
that he has acted 'ultra fines compromissi'." 

228. In 112.y 1935, the fiest African Court of Appeal remitted the case to the 
Court of the Circuit Judge in Kumasi for rehearing. In July 1935 the Courts 
Ordinance came into operation, the effect was that the suit was deemed pending 
before the Divisional Court, Kumasi, Kobino. Foli was refused leave to appeal to the 
Privy Council against this of the West African Court of Appeal on the ground 
that tr.e matter was [ill interlocutary one. Vii th a tenacity as misguided as it was 
persistent, a petition was then submitted to the King praying for leave to appeal. 
This petition was dismissed on January 31st, 1936. 

, 
229. j;he case then cnme before }'uad J. in August 1340. He held that as the 

suit vms one between a Head Chief in Ashanti and a 8hief in the and related 
to the ovmership, possessiqn and occupation Innd it was triable by the Court of 
the Chief Cormnissioner of the Northern Territories by virtue of Sec. 67, 1 (b) of 
the Courts Ordinance, Cap. 4; that under·tho provisions of Sec. 18 and 17(b) of 
the Ordinance the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court was ousted o,nd in accordance 
with Sec.108(4) proceedings must be deemed pending before the Court of the Chief 
Cormnissioner of the Northern Territories. To save further waste of time and money 
he stated a. ca.se for the opinion of the West AfricDIl Court of Appeal. His docision 
was upheld by that Court in November, 1940. ' 

230. The Ad.ansihene has apparently not complied with all the necessary 
formalities and the case was transferred in April unheard, to the Divisional 
Court in accordance with the Courts (No.2) Ordinance, (27 of 45). 
(See Appendix II p. 44 para. C). 

231. Referen8e has already been made (p.3. para. 15) to the money spent on 
litigating this dispute, and since this figure was calculated further expense has 
without doubt been incurred. The case illustrates in a most striking way not only 
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e:x.pense of litigation but. moru gruve [)(iill, thr) fact that th::'o high cost was, to a 
very g'at ex t.c.:nL, ~uusod by tho (Jq)loi tution of (.l.n illiteratE: people by lawyers. 

232. It cannoL be donh:d t.ho.L tho Ailo.nsis (\re in purt to blame; they 
certainly need' no oncouro.r.;om·nt to litigato and thuy noi; unnaturnlly subscrioo to 
the general cus tom of the country that D. mn.l1 is p,'lid bcfore, not oi'tel" he hae done 
his work. Noverth(;lcss there soom3 no ,justification for thc.: dornl11ld by a luwyer for 
a .£400 which thtJ Adnnsis 0.11ugL: hoo to be pnid before the negotiations concerning 
the trueing up Of i·he , C.'lOO evcn bc.: M. ITe is then enid to ho.vu received £1 ,500 
when he o.grced at Fumcno. to trt:ku ch ... case; ond, subs0'1ucnt payments of £1 ,300 0IJd 
£450 vlOre mndo to Counsel who urguod the case beforc tho Privy CounciL The 
Adnnsihene oo1d his elders resisted 0. dumn.nd for a further £450 allegedly due to 
Privy Council o.gents who thuy sta.ted, hud buen engaged without reference to them, 
and this latter sum h...1.d 'not buen opproved D£ a stool debt. The claim for £450 
still appears to be persisted in and o.t one stage, Counsel maintained that he hod. a 
lien on 0.11 tho pnpers of th0 cnsu in his posseGsion. 

233. The recent requirement thnt stool debts must be reco~nized and npproved 
has Already hod 0. snlutary effect on the fees dcmn.nded by the lawyer who took over 
the case from the previous one when the Illtter ceo.oeti to prc..etice on being appointe 
0. .Magistrate , und no doubt the rl3comrncnd,1.tions of the Report of the Bavers 
Commission nt 21 Ilnd 22 pf'.rns . 44 mel 45, will, if they are implemented, lessen 
the abuses which this CIlSO mo..kes mn.nifl~st :"\l1U which reflect little credit on the 
members of the Bnr concerned. 

XXV. FI'iIDIEI [ LANDS DISPUTE 

Field Sheet 53 

(;uso kno'.'m es Kojo Kwod 
r.nd Hwidiem or Besiasi 
Lnnd Dispute). 

234. The l~ds in qu~stion c..re situated on the right b~ of the River Pra 
north of Koshec.. Mel nrc in r1i::;putc bet-fI'een thv Adn.nsihont. nnd the Omruiliene of 
Assin M:msu. 

235. 1':1e J.-lnnsi..",eno c1 ".i!!'.3 ~hat the Bc:.;in::;ihenc; originclly occupied these 
lru.ds 'but he c:dgrntcti to :~sin prob:'..bly bet".,ecn 1 24 - 311. Sometime Ip.ter Kojo 
Kwadu, a relc..tive of the Bcs':'n.sihenq C'.ncl l.nin-f.?yci M:! othc rs .:lpproached the 
Ad.ansihene with a reql,est th"'.t they ::;houl ' l be 0.110\70'1 to settle on the land and owe 
allegimce to the A1n.nsi Stool. The rosiadhene nls,.) promised to come nnd to bri 
his blackened stools . He clid not uo :30 hC\,FCvor , It \'foultl appec.r that several 
peoplE: froM l..ssin Besiasi, inclur1in~ i..nin-" syei wc're c.lready farming on these Innds 
and PCJ'in'-I tribute to the Ad".1'lsi Stool. 

236. lLf) a result of this rC'lu\-~;t th", Acbnsihcmo alleges that the following 
arrn.ngements Vlore mrule : - l.nin-iJYf.:: M 1 the uthur fo.rmcrs ..-u.read;)-· on the lands 
were no longer oblip,ed to pey cocon tribute. Of the profit from the 1 nn,l , hclf 
WM to go to tho l..cln.nsi Stool anu h...1.lf tu IIthv iLbndir.kyir0 nnd these peoFle". 
These latter were mau,e cnrr>tukers of Kojo Kwo.du thuir Ie' der. 

237. ~'he Omnnhcne of iL!3sin Mnnsu eontl-l1d.s, however,:- that the Qmruiliene of 
Ansa ru10d over the Fwi,licm Innu3; t'lat .I..:.;sin l'rimrniJ:l mir,r:ctwd from l..nsn over 
the Pra River durin6 tho r"'ip;n of Oflei Yr.",'I; "J1cl thnt nftcr th<) migration sor.le of 
his subjects at F .... tihcr.l Gt,"'ye r1 hehini ;":.ncl cC'ntinllcrl to serve the Omonhcne,-
Nnna Gyobir, who hnrl mn.cle Assin hi:-; nc',v t;ent. 

238. I~l support of his o..rgumont. that tho Innds in dispute have alwt\Y's been 
recognised as belonging to Accin 110 cites th0 fact that tho Adn.nsis oi'ter a defeat 
by the Bckwni:.l in tho r eign of King Osoi Bonsu, fled. to Assin [U1d those refugees , 
who stoyed o.t Fwieliom werQ nut moll;wtecl. This stat.,;ment in itself is, however, of 
little weight. 

239. I/hon the boundnry betweuil Anhnnti nnel tho Cl)luny WIlS l.'lid dvwn t:I.S the 
Pra Hi vcr, tho Fwirlium lrTlt1iJ boclunu [;< 'lln.rntocl i' '['01'1 the Aooin State. l.s a result 
the Ornr.mhcno of ArJflin nllq~t:~J that t.hu folluwing W(W the arrangement mo.cle by the 
two Chiefs % - Hevonuo from thu lru)fls wn.r.:. to be tli vidutl uqunlly between the 
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Adansihene and the Omanhene of Assin, and that "as the Fwidiem people \vere by 
means of the Territorial BOLlndaryruled by the Obuasi jurisdiction he (Kobina Fo1i, 
Adansihene) would protect the safety of these people and lands for the.Assin 
Apimanim Omanhene". He states' that this arrangementhns been respected up to 
the time when, the present dispute began. 

240. So far the fncts, though disputed, are at lenst intelligible; what 
follows can by no means be so described. 

241. These Fwidiem lands nre s eparated from the Prekesseasi lands (owned by 
the Dompoasihene) by the river Subin. At one stage the Dompoasihene claimed both 
these lands. In a letter dated January 6th, 1941 however, he no longer claimed 
the Fwidiem lands, but stated that "he has a boundary with these lands marked by a 
stream Subin flowing into the Prall. 

242. In 1929 Kobina Foli and one Yaw Pepra, the i;hen Abadiakyirehene 
apparently sold part of the Fvlidiem lLmds (along with the Prekessensi lands, a sale 
which gave rise to the Prekesseasi Lands Dispute) to three Accra men, Kwc.shie Lartei, 
Kwashie Muro and Tettey Kyer8'.This agreement was not put into writing until 
1938 when an Indenture dated November 3rd, 1938 was drawn up. , This appears to be 
in the possession of the Omanhene "of Adnnsi and was registered as No. 142/1939 dated 
February 15th, 1939. From this document it wourd see~ thnt the following sold 
the land:-

Amoaku Agyeman ~ late Adansihene 
Kwaku Prah Abadiakyire of Fomena 
Kwasi Adne 
Kwadj 0 Kwndu 
Kwaku Bafoe 
Kofi Yeboah 
Kofi A..'1ani 
Kwabena Kyei 
Anin Agyei 

Odehye " " 
- Okye omehene" " 

" " 
... Sub-Chief " " 

II II 

Caretnker, Fomena Stool Lands 
- Odikro of Fwidiem 

243. Taxed with this snle the Omanhene of Assin-Api;nanim stated:- "It was 
my elder brother, Kobina Kyei of Fwidiem that fetched some Accra people from a Ga 
village called Kwnnba to purchase n certnin :piece of Ji'widiem land during the reign;' 
of the lnte Nana Kobina Foli; and the proceeds we re accordingly shared. The " 
Accra people were fetched by the permission of the Omanhene of Assin l'.pimanim". 

244. For good measure the Omanhene Kobina Foli and others then granted in 
July 1934, a concession known as the North Pra River Option over part of these 
lands which they had already sold. This concession No. C. E. 248 Ashanti would 
appear to be null and void. 

245. Matters came to a hend when lillin-Agyei, the Odikro of Fwidiem and some 
of his elders undertook to collaborate with the Omanhene of Assin Apimanim and a 
paper was signed ' dated August 6th, 1940 whereby they agreed to serve Assin and 
divide the revenue from the land ~See p.36 for a copy of thi·s agreement). 

246. Three weeks later the Adnnsihene complained to the District Commissioner, 
Obuasi that 'a signatory of the above agreement - Kojo Kllndu. had been arrested at 
Fwidiem by the Offianhene of Assin and tnken before the Manso Native Tribunal on a 
charge'of failing to hand over to the Besiasihene - a chief in the Apimanim State, 
part of the money rent for 'the Fvridiem lands. The warrant was not sent to the 
Adansihene for endorsement in accordance with Sec. 3 (2) of Cap. 75., Assin Omanhene 
stating that the village is listed in the Chief's List as being in the Nifa 
Division of ':'ssin Apimanim State. ,(See p.90, 1941 ed.) He was told by the 
District Commissioner, Cape Cqast that he has :no jur:lscliction, territorial.or other­
wise, on Innds situated on the right bnnk of tho Pra, and the conviction was 
quashed. ' 

247. In the meantime the Adnnsihene had retaliated by arresting Anin-Agyei, 
Kobina Ky~i and Kwaku Badu (the other signatories) for refusing to attend to his 
call under S.7 of C8.p. 79 and on a charge of attempting to withdraw allegiance 
from the Adansi Stool contrary to native custom. To secure bail they then signed 
a document purporting to hnn<l over their farms and houses to one Yaw :Fop, foster 
father of the Adansihene. He is alleged to have sold them. 
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Copy of Agreement referred to at p. 35 PQra. 245 

In consideration of putting us' at Bisihennsi and Fwidiem, :in the Assin 
Apiman~n State, Central Province of the Gold Coast, do hereby promise 'faithfully 
that, in event of o.nything will come out from the SQid land stated above, should 
be brought before Ohene Kwomin Ntredu Abl1bio of Assin Bisiasi after the two parts 
shared with Ado.nsihene. 

2. That if any proceeds demanded from Epusa people us "Land Rent" from their 
occupations should be brought before tho stool of Assin Bisiasi after the two parts 
shared with the said l.dansihene. 

\ 

3. That if anything will come out from the land also at Fwidiem the Elders 
as follows, Kojo Kwudu, Kobina Aninagyei, Kobina Kyei and Kwaku Baidu should be one 
mind after the two parts shared wi th l',dansihcT1o, and should be brought before the 
Stool of Assin Bisiasi us stated above. 

Dated at Assin Manso, this 6th day of i":..ugust, 1940. 

WITNESSES 

We are, 
(mbl) Kojo Kwadu 

II 

" 
II 

Kobina Aninagyei 

Kobina Kyei 

Kwaku Baidu 

THE CAllliT1l.KERS. 

(mkd) Chief KWDl1li Jmokyi 
" (Acting President of TribunoJ.) 
II OkyiOl!li KWDI1li ll.boagyei 
" Kwaku Abokyi (Councillor) 

(sgd) Joseph Gyenfi 
w/W to marks 
(sgd) Acquah 

GRATIS. 

DISPUTES IN :F'ORES T RESERVES. 

The land is in dispute betvleen the Stools of l~ansi, Kusa and Bcdwesango. 
The Reserve was constituted in 1933 and ~s the dispute has not yet been settled the 
paying out of gratuities is held uFo According to the i~ansihene the Kusahene 
claims the whole area. 

(b) Supuma Reserv.~ 

The dispute here is between IJ<:rokerri and Akrofuom. The ll:'.tter claims the 
entire area with the exception of a piece half a mile square which he says belongs 
to Akrokerri. There appears to have been an unsuccessful attempt :in 1941, to 
define this portion. As a result the ilkrofuomhene stated that "a good portion of 
the Reserve called Denyaw all is for Akrokerri Stool, and (of) the rest of the land 
Akrokerri has but about half a mile in it, and the remaining is for Akrofuom Stool". 
Also in 1941 the Akrokerrihene stated thD.t he d.iel not wish any gratuity to be poid 
to his StooL , He later cho.nged his mimI .:mcl asked to have the grants backdated to 
1941. in 1943 the Adansihene asked both Stools to state their boundaries within 
the Reserve. 

,I' 

(c) Nkrabia Reserve' 

This dispute between the ilkrofuomhene, the 1.badinkyireheno, and Chief Sawu 
of Bobriasi appears to be part of a larger dispute concorning the whole of the 
Nkrabia Lands which has been de nl t with at page 1 7. 
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Ar or Di ,]111 L, 1)1 nr11 t,,) 

~------J-- ~ 

n. Kojo Nkw::l.lltn. L').nlin 

III. Ahinsa!l IAnds 

IV. Prekesseesi Lands 

V . Kwuo land 

VI. Nkre.bia lAnds 

VII. Asankori lands 

VII I. Swnuosu Lands. 

IX Abusu La.nd 
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-nv. 
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.xVI. rot'oJ dru-.A::lOkwo. 

:':Ir .1... I.l' nd between Furr.-Subi 
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XXI. IR.nda west of ;.num River Ad:!nsehcne :-.nd Odikro of Lrono::l , 
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, 
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Prior .. ..0 19 J 

Prior to 19Y-

?rior to 19}_ 

i94.0 

1930 

FrioI' t 191-'7 



Da'vc 01' 

first, 
litigation 

. ,', 

1944 

1936 

1944 

1931 

1939 

1939 

1936 

Swrunary of History of Dispute 

------_.- - - -- '-" 

19LI-1 Discussed at Patakro. 
19LI-5 Action in Adansi Native Court. 
19h6 Transferred in January to Asantehen~'s 

'A' Court. 

1944 Action in ... '.dnnsi Nntive Court. 

1945 Before Divisionn.l Council~ Request for 
it to be settled out of' Court. 

1936 Oo.th CC'.se ih 1l.dansi Native Court. 
1943 Still unheard. 
1946 No record of its having been heard. 

1943 .'.greemc:nt to demarcC'..te- not done. 
1944 i.etion brought in :.dansi Nc..tive Court. 

1944 Before .:.dansi Native Court. 
1945 Handed over to ;.d.::nsihcne for settlement. 

1931 Oath C2.se in .~dD.nsi native Court. 
1943 still unhe~'d. 
1946 No record of its hc..ving been heard. 

1939 .-.ction in .'.dc:.nsi N:,tive Court. 
1942 Death of Sub-chief. 

1944 lE.nC!. became subject mc.tter of a timber 
c.grccment Yli th Briscoe . 

1902 :,greeme nts &c.1'7n up by Capb:in :.rmitn.gc . 
1907 BoundD.ry lc:.iC!. by Cn.pt2..in .',rmitagc. 
1910-11 Further 2..greemc~ts . 

1939 ':.ction in i.sc..ntehenc-· s COUl't. . 
1940 Petition to Chief Commissioner ef Ashanti. 
1941 l'.ct ion of .~d£tnsi Ndive Court. 
1942 :.ppeal to .'.s2..ntchene' s fit f Court. 
1943 i.ct ion in Divisional Ceurt. 

.. 1943 Appe2.1 to W.,' .. C.l.. 
1945 Action in Adn.nsi IIf.".tive Court. -
1945 J.ppeal to ;.sc.utehene f s f i.' Court. 
1946 ,.ppec.l to Chief Commissioner of 1.sho.nti ' s 

Court uphe Id. 

1936 
1938 

1938 

1907 
1909 

' 1924 
1940 

1941 
1942 
1942 

1942 

,·.so.ntchclle 's 'i~' Court. 
On .:.ppe2..1 to Chief Cormnissioner of 
Ashanti's Oourt. 
On [.ppe2..1 to Y.r."~.C.A. 

BoundExy settled. 
B2..nkc. Division Creo.ted. 
1\c.nkc.hene made Po.r::unount Chief. 
Letion in Cnief Comrnissioner of .Ashanti' s 
Court. 
l,ppeo.l to W.: .. C.: •. 
January. :.ction in Bar)ka Native Court. 
Febrw.'..ry ,Transferred to Chief . 
Corrndssior.e:t> of Ashanti' s Court. 
:.greement rC2..chcd, ropudiD:tcd by Council 
for Ivfronam. 

1943 Action struck out in Chief Commissioner of 
:lsmnti's Court, because no jurisdiction. 

Present state 
of Di:::pute 

Unsettled. 
y~t heard • 

Cc.se not 

Dormant. 

• I,J, 

Dormant. 

1946. 

1946. Unsettled. 
Cnse not yot nec.r:l. 

1946. 

BoundE'..ry i'i::C2 by 
.. :~dansihenc. -; 946 
appare ntly s(;t tlc:':i. 

Action not hoard . 
1946. Dormant; Action 
not yet heard. 

1946. 

Ligitation started 1939-
C~se not yet tried on 
merits. 

Appare,yt.ly 2Jttled. 



.Area in Dispute 

(Contirued) 

lands west of Anwn River 

Nsese lands. 

lD.nds between Sumuosu 
and Prasu 

Fwidiem Lands 

isputc 

Commissioner 
rt. 

Prescnt ntatc 
of Dispute 

rn Territories' 1946 Unsettled. 
tion. 

Adansi 

Adansi 
Ochere 

Ad...'1nsi 

t application 

ioner's Court. 

of Ashanti's 

santehene. 
urt. 
of .1. shn.nti ' 

ioner of 

urt. 

:1rt. 

n Terri torios I 

Assin IV m.d V. 
1111 quashed. 

Background as XXI above 
- into which it has now 
merged. 

1946 Ur_settled. 
yet tried. 

1946 Unsettled. 

1946 UnsGttlcd. 

Not 



144 

1936 

1944 

1931 

1939 

1939 

1936 

I 

+ 
I,ourt. 

to Asnntchen')' 0 

19hh J\ction in .~dl'n;Ji Nntjvo Court. 

19h5 BL'forc Divi:1iono..J Counc:il~ R\;qucst for 
it to bo sa t t led au t of' Court. 

1936 OC\.th C"30 ih Adnnsi No.tivc Court. 
191 .. 3 Still unheard. 
1946 No record' of its having been heard. 

191~3 :.grccmclI t to dcmn:rc['. tc- not clone. 
1944 :.ction brought in .. dn.nsi N['.tivc Court. 

1944 B~forc ·.~.dal1si 'Ndivc Court. 
1945 Handed over to ;.dD.nsihene for settlement. 

1931 Oath cnse in ;.c1."..nsi lbtive Court. 
1943 still unhe~'u. 
1946 No record of its h,'Wing been henrd. 

1939 ;.ction in :.dc.nsi lhtive Court. 
19lJ2 Death of Sub-chief. 

-1944 Ir.nd became sub.jeet mc.tter of n tiJaber 
agreement vith Briscoe. 

1902 ."lgrcement s drc.wn up by Cnptr-.in .~rmi tc,ge. 
1 907 13oundD.ry In.id by Co.ptnin .·.rmi tage. 
191 0-11 Furtl:~er agreement s. 
1939 l.ction in Lsnntehc{1e's Court. -
19l1-0 Petition to Chief Commissioner ef Ashanti. 
1941 :~ction of .~d...'1.nS'i Native Court. 
1942 l.ppeal to :.santehene' s I Ii' Court. 
1943 ilction in Divisiono.l Court. 
1943 iippeal to W.l·l.C.i.. 
1945 Action in Aclansi Nn.tive Court. 
1945 Lppeal to 1.salltehene' s 'L I Court. 
1946 ;.ppec.l to Chief Coramissioner of j,shD.nti I s 

Court upheld. 

1936 ;.santehone I s I J"l. I Court. 
1938 On ."ppec.l to Chief Corrmissioner of 

Ashanti's Oourt. 
1938 On [,ppec.l to Yf •• 'l.C.A. 

1907 Boundrcry settled. 
1909 Bc.nka Division Cree.ted . 

. 1924 Bank-.hene made Paramount Chief. 
1 9J+0 l~ction in Cnicf Cor:1l:lissioner of l\shnnti I s 

Court. 
19J+1 il-pro!:'.1 to Yf.: .. C.:l. 
19J~2 .!Cl.nuary. :.etion in Bc.qkn. Nn.tive Court. 
191.12 1,1obrul'.!",Y, Trc.nsi'urro'l to Chicf' . 

ComlniLlsior.cl' 01' ,\ulw.nti' ~1 Court. 
1942 :.grcl)l!l(Jtlt rur~ch(jd, ropuuiv.. ted by Council 

1'01' NrmlLvll. 
1 %..3 l.ctlon ~truck out In Chiof Conmi88ioner 01' 

:LtJMnti' 0 Court, beoa.use no jurisdiotion. 

Unsettlod. 
yet hcnrd. 

Donnnnt. 

DorlIlrnt. 

1946. 

1946. Unsettled. 
Cp,3e not yet herr'l. 

1946. 

Bound..~.r-J ~.. i by 
"~d,~.nsihe'.1c . : 9' ,.; 
appare .ltIy ~ H;l. '. 

Action not .l')'lrd. 
1 946. Darrrar. t; i.. ..... .; r 

no t ye t heard. . 

1946. 

LigitL'..tion st"Ttod 1939-
c~sc net yet tricJ en 
n:0rits. 



Area. in Dispute Pnrtics to Disput e 

---------
(Contirued) 

lands west of .i.num River Adansihene~ Odikro of Mronam. 

Nsese lands. Adansihene vs. Brenasehene 

l.D.nds between Sumuosu .Adansihene and Ohene of 
and Prasu 

Fwidiem Lands 

Ochereso. 

A~~nsihene and Omanhene of 
Assin Manso 

1928 

1931 

Prior to 1 920 

1929 

I 

(For disputes i~ Forest Reserves See 



r_ _ _______ --.,-________________ _ . _ _ _____ . _______________ . __ '--, __ ~ 
D1.'..-!:e of 
Tlrst Summary of History of pispute 

litigation 

1929 

1936 

1923 

194.0 

1945 SU!Jlmons applied for in Chief Commissioner 
of Northern Territories' Corrt. 

1946 Chief Commissioner of North~rn Territories' 
Court no longer has jurisdi tion. 

, 
1929 District Co~nissioner's Cou t application 

for transfer refused. 
1932 Appeal to Provincial Commis ioner's Court. 

I 
1932 Appeal to Chief Commissione 

Court upheld. 

1934 Attempted Arbitration 

of li.shanti's 

1936 Oath SVforn and reported to • santehene. 
1940 Heard by ll.santehene' s 'A' C( urt. 
1941 Appeal to Chief Commissione of ;1.shanti I 

Court. 
1941 Trf'..nsferred to Chief Commis: ioner of 

Northern Territories's Couri. 
I 1946 Tr.ansferred to Divisional Ccprt. 

1923 Circuit Judge's Court. 
1927 Full Court. 
1930 Arbitration by Hall J. 
1930 W.A.C.A. 
1934 Provincial Commissioner's COlrt. 
1935 ¥V.A.C.L. 
1936 Petition to King. 
1940 Divisional Court. 
1940 W .11.. C.A. I 
1940 Chief Commissioner of Northe n Territories I I 

Court. 
1946 Retransferred to Divisional ourt. I 
1929 Sale by Adansihene - See Nos IV and V. 
1940 Action in Manso Native Tribu pI quashed. 

Present state 
of Dispute 

1946 Unsettled. 

Background as XXI abov( 
- into which it has nov 
merged. 

1946 Unsettled. 
yet tried. 

1946 Unsettled. 

1946 Unsettled. 

Not 





(3) JUly p~)r,:;oll !l.£:;e;r:i.uvc.c1. by' n.ny ardor or ducioion of u lTf~tivc CoUrt ott 
first insb.nco 1l,..,.cl.O or civen in ilny civiJ. c.;.:l.U~Jl; or r;lo.ttcr rclo.i;ing to 
the o\"VJ.1crshl1', 1'o:.;:;u[: >.!ion, or ocoupn. t10n of lCl.l1.d ::.:i tu.:.. '1.,(; outcide; tho 
Confec1vro.cy 1"10.y \.:Lthin thirty (1£:.y,) frOLl thl! Qnte of cuch oreler or ekei­
sion (l.I'PCrJ. th(.;l:'L;f.'ron to till; Ohief Oommis:..;ionor f:3 Court. 

(4) Any pt.'roon o.t;C:riuvoci hy nny orcl.(;r (,r u.(;ci~ion of 0. lT0.tivG Court at 
;~pporQ othor thn.n tho ic30.ntO.hC:!W' r; COllX't giv(;n in 11 civil co.use or ma.tt 
lno.y within tlHrty <'lnyn :Crom the c1a 1;1) of such (,ruor or C:Looi3ion PJ.ppcal 
thol'ofrOlll to the IlinciGtrntc I <.: Court. Provi(kd tbr:.t thc Tt1:r.::.gistro.te r.'lAY 
trMsfcr suoh D.l'J)uo.l~ if it i:; f:.'GY.l 0. !-f[;.tiv() Court si tuntc \Tithin th~ 
Confudorn.cy, to the : .. crJ"i'1tchorw' s Court if tho la::;t-montioned Court is by 
order undoX' ;Juction 2.3 of this Or<lin.:mco Liven jurisdiction to hoar and 
detoTnine: t.ho 3['.1:10. 

(5) J..:ny person aggrieved by u.ny Or(1.cr or decision of a. Magistrate's 
Court r:k'l.de or given on D.ppeDl. ullo.or :3ub;Jection (1) or subsection (4) I:l.8:1 
'\;d thin thirty Chy3 l'rou the ruJ. to of i:>uch order or decinion appeal there-
from to tho Child Cor:u:1issionor f s Oourt. . 

(6) imy person "l3gri0ved by any order or decision of' the Lsantehene t s 
Court r:lIlde or given under sub;,"">ction (2) or the proviso to subseetion ( 
lll..'l.y wi thin thirty days fX'Or.: the date of ::moh order or decision appeal to 
the Chief Cor:unicsion.:.;r' '" Co L,(,J". 

(7) l.ny porson aggrieved by a.r.y order or decision of tile GJ:-.J.ef' 
COf.1r:1issiol1or's Court .. udc or given un appeal undor subsection (2) or (3) 
or (6) ];lay ,,;i thin thirty du)' s fre!:! tho do. to of such order or decision 
upponl thorci'ror.l to the V!cst .I\frico.n Court of L.ppea.l. 

C. Jurisdiction in Lo.nd C;;';3(..S ",rh(.;ru tiu: 1)urtics nro Chiefs in : .. shanti and Chiefs 
in the Colony J u.'1der tho Courts Ordinanc r : 1935 (Ch?ptcr 4). 

1 . Until the COl!'.inZ into force on Dce.;,'nbcr .31, 1945 of 'the Courts (.:.mendnent) 
(No.2) Ordinonce 19L~5 (1'10.27 C)1' 1945), the Cr.id' COr.lr:1issioncr's Ceurt of the 
Northern Territories had ju.::-i3cliction by yirtuc cf Sec.G7(1)(b) of Cropter 4 ",rr.J.ch 
read. as follo-;'8:-

For the hearinb .:md clet\..r!'l:i.nation of all suits relating to the o\'mership, 
possession, or occup.:-.tiol1 of In.nd:::: -:.riTui.G ~ct\{cen 0. Parnr.lOunt Chief or Chief 0 

the Colony n.ndJ. r;eo.d Chicf or Chicf of ".31 J.r1"t1 provided th::..t such jurisdictio 
sImI be c:;{orcisuble in any sucL di'";futl. only by 01'0.01' of tho Covernor publis 
in the GC.ZBttC. Such Order 1:1').:/ prt'sGl-:Lbc.; 2.ny place in the Gold COo.st for the 
'hearing of' such dispuJk, 

2. This pnrt of Chapter 4 \ ":'".>;') rope-dod by Soc.5 of the oJ:Iendin[; Ordinmce, 
Yllo..ich :further provides in Scc.6 that lIJurir-J..ict~on in all suits rel".ting to the 
o~'morship, po ssession or occ1J.po.tion of lrms Qotvreen D. PI'l.ronoW1t Ohief or Chief of 
the Colony 2.nd D. Ho::cd Chiof or Chic.:? vf "·~sh .. 'l.!1ti or between n. HGD.c1 Chief or Chief of' 
1.shanti :md D. Head Chioi' or ChicI' of the Hortner"l Terri tories, ,;hich ore pending 
immediately prior to th..; corunoncC:Jtlcnt of thin Ord.:i.n.1.n~o, is hereby c.:'Cclusively CO!~~ 
ferred upon the Supreme Court. The COt:,]: t ·.n \thich any such suit is pending shall 
forthwi th cause the I)roce3:" [lIld proccvclinE,:s in such suit to be tro.n.smi tted to the 
appropriate Divisiork1.l Court" . 

.3. Sec .181. conl'er::; Ju:.r:Lsdiction on tho Supreme Court as follows:-

(a) All suit::; relating to ~hc ownership; possession or occupation of lands 
arising bchreen a Par:unoun L Ohief or Uh;i.,··f' .)1' tho Colony and D. He8.d Chiei' or 
Ohief of lcshn.nti; nnd 

(b) All suit~ rcln.t:iJ1G to the o'\'l1urship, possl'ssion or occupation of lo.nds 
arising between .'l. lload Chicf pr Chiof of l.:3hnnti (md a HGna. Chiof c:r Chief 01' 
the Northern Tcrrito.rioo, 
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