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INTRODUCTION.

THE Narrative of the Proceedings of
the SociETY that was formed in the year
1788, for the purpofe of Promoting the
Difcovery of the Inland Diftricts of
Africa, was written, at the requeft of
his Colleagues, by one of the Members
of the Committee of that AssoCIATION;
and is now printed at the defire, and for
the ufe of the SocieTy. But as it may
alfo be read by perfons unacquainted
with the Origin and Object of the Un-
dertaking to which it relates, the follow-
ing Paper, as defcriptive of both, is re-

publifhed for their information.

B
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ASSOCIATION,

OF the objects of inquiry which en-
gage our attention the moft, there are
none, perhaps, that fo much excite con-
tinued cariofity, from childhood to age;
none that the learned and unlearned fo
equally wifh to inveftigate, as the na-
ture and hiftory of thofe parts of the
world, which have not, to our know-
ledge, been hitherto explored. To this
defire the Voyages of the late Captain
Cook have {o far afforded gratification,

that nothing worthy of refearch by Sea,
B2 the
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‘the Poles themfelves excepted, remains
to be examined. But by Land, the ob-
jeéts of Difcovery are ftill {o vaft, as to
include at leaft a third of the habitable
furface of the earth: for much of Afia,
a ftill larger proportion of America, and
almoft the whole of Africa, are unvifited
and unknown. '

- In Afiathereare few extenfive diﬁrié}rs
of which we are wholly ignorant; but
there are many of which we are imper-
fectly informed; and toourknowledge of
{feveral of thefe, the expected publication
.of the Travels of Mr. Fofter, in the fer-
vice of the Eaft India Company, may
;brmg material improvement. For, about
‘three years fince, in returning from Hm-
doftan to Europe, he travelled by the
way of Laldong, Jummoo, Caﬂ1m1re,
‘_4 Cabul, Herat, and the Cafplan Sea; and
though the charaé’cer of a Moorith Mer-
; chant,

BES
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chant, a difguife which the nature of
the journey compelled him to affume,
would not permit him to depart {o far
frém the ufage of Afia, as to make a
draught of the country, or to write any
other than fhort memorandums as he
’ﬁaﬁ’éd, yet, if we may judge from the
opportunities he had of information,
his Narrative muft be important. It
‘will probably fhew the manners and
cuftems, and military ftrength of the
populoﬁs tribes that inhabit the moun-
téin‘s on the North of Lahore: it pro-
‘mifes to gratify the eagernefs which all
m:én”exprefs"to acquire a knowledge of
Vthe fequeftered and unexplored, flloiich
celebrated Country of Cafhmire: and
there is reafon to fuppofe, that it will
alfo defcrxbe the rifing Empire of the
Sexks, the conquerors of Zabeta Cawn,
%Il,d the rlvals of Abdalla. Should this
be the cafe, we fhall learn the hLﬁory of

B3 an
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an' Empire that already extends from
the river Attok, the weftern branch of
the Indus, to the banks of the Jumma;
and poffibly too we may al{o be told the
particulars of a Religion, which, accord-
ing to the accounts received, profefles
to bring back the Hindoos from the
idolatrous veneration of images to the
purity of their primitive faith, the wor-
thip of One God: a Religion, which is
{aid to afcribe to its Founder, Nanock,
who died about 200 years fince, a facred
chara&er, by fuppofing that he was
Brimha, and that this was his laft ap-
pearance upon earth: a Religion, which
its Followers, in contradi¢tion to the
formeruniform praétice of the Believers
in the Shafter, endeavour to make uni-
verfal, and with a zeal which refembles
the Mzhometan, conftantly enforce by
the fword.’ . :

To
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To our knowledge of America, alarge
and valuable addition may {oon be ex-
pected; for feveral of the inhabitants of
Canada had the {pirit, about two years
fince, to fend, at their own expence,
different perfons to traverfe that vaft
continent, from the river St. Lawrence
weftward to the oppofite ocean.

While, in this manner, the circle of
our knowledge with refpect to Afia and
Americais gradually extending itfelf,
and advancing towards perfection, fome
progrefs has been madein the difcovery
of particular parts of Africa: for Dr.
Sparrman’s Narrative has furnithed im-
portant information, to which will
{oon be added that of Mr. Patterfon,
whofe account of his Travels and Ob-
{ervationsin the Southern Partsof Africa
is already in the Prefs; and if a defcrip-~
tion of the ftill more extended Travels

B4 coaid s of
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of Colonel Gordon, the prefent Com-
mander of the Dutch Troops at the Cape
of Good Hope, fhould be given to the
Public, the fouthern extremity of the
African Peninfula may perhaps be juftly
confidered as explored. Mr. Bruce alfo,
it is faid, is preparing for the Prefs an
account of the knowledge which he has

obtained on the eaftern fide of that quar-
ter of the globe.®

But notwithftanding the progrefs. of
difcovery on the coaftsand borders of that
vaft continent, the map of its Interioris
ftill but a wide extended blank, on which
the Geographer, on the authority of Leo
Africanus, and of the Xeriff Edriffi the
Nubian Author, has traced, with a he-
fitating hand, a few names of unexplored
rivers and of uncertain nations., -~

JAgQQUT O < 3 F o 5L A TISHRE

~ @ 'Mr. PAt¥irson’s and Mr. BRuck’s Travels are
now publifhed.
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The courfe of the Niger, the placés of
its rife and termination, and even its €x=
iftence as a feparate ftream,are ftillundés
termined. Norhasourknowledgeofthe
Senegal and Gambiariversimproved up=
on that of De la Brue and Moore;  for
though fince their timehalfacentury has
- elapfed, the Falls of Felu on the firftof
thefe tworivers, and thofe of Baraconda
on thelaft, are ftill the limits of difcovery.

Neither have we profited by the in-
formation which we have long poffefled;
that even on the weftern coafts of Africa;
the Mahometan faithis received in many
extenfive: diftricts, from the Tropic-of
Cancer fouthward to the Line,  That
the Arabic, which the Mufifelman Priefts
of all countries underftand, furnithes an
ealy accefs to fuch knowledge as: the
weftern Africans are able to {upply, is
perfectly obvious; as it alfois, that thofe
e R
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Africans muft, from the nature of their
Religion, poffefs, what the Traders to
the coaft afcribe to them, anintercourfe
with Mecca. But although thefe cir-
cumfitances apparently prove the prac-
ticability of exploring the Interior Parts
of Africa, and would much facilitate the
execution of the Plan, yet no {uch ef-
forts have hitherto been made. Certain
however it is, that, while we continue
ignorant of fo large a portion of the
globe, thatignorance muft be confidered
as a degree of reproach upon the pre-
fent age.

Senfible of this ftigma, and defirous
of refcuing the age from a charge of ig-
norance, which, in other refpects, be-
longs fo little to its character, a few In-
dividuals, firongly impreffed with a con-
vi¢tion of the praticability and utility
of thus enlarging the fund of human
. knowledge,
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knowledge, -have formed the Plan of an
Aflociation for Promoting the Difcovery
of the Interior Parts of Africa.

The nature of their Eftablithment will

beft appear from the following account
of their proceedings.

At an ADJouRNED MEETING of the
SATURDAY’S CLUB, at the St. Alban'’s Ta-
vern, on the gth of Fune, 1788,

PRESENT,
EARL OF GALLOWAY,
I.ORD RAWDON,
GENERAL CONWAY,
SIR ADAM FERGUSSON,
SIR JOSEPH BANKS,
SIR WILLIAM FORDYCE,
MR. PULTNEY,
MR. BEAUFOY,
MR. STUART :

ABSENT
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“ABSENT MEMBERS. 0112

BISHOP OF LANDAFF, <.
LORD CARYSFORT,
SIR JOHN SINCLAIR.

RESOLVED, R R
That as no fpec1es of mformanon 1S
more ardently defired, or more generally
ufeful than that which 1mproves ‘the
fcience of Geography, and as the vaft
Contmcnt of Africa, notw1thﬁandmg
the effortsof the Antients,and the wifhes
of the Moderns, is fill in a great mea-
fure unexplored, the Members of this
Club do form themferes into an Affo-
ciation for Promoting the lecovery of
the Inland Parts of that Quarter of the
World:

- That, for the faid purpofe,e’tchMcm-
ber do, {fubfcribe Five Guineas a' year,
for three years and that at, or after that

period,
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period, any Member, on giving a year’s
notice, may withdraw himfelf from the
Affociation:: ’

That during the firft twelve months
from the prefent day, each of the Mem-
bers of the Club be allowed to recom-
mend, for the approbation of the Club,
fuch of his Friends as he fhall think
proper to be admitted to the new Afflo-
ciation; but that after that time all ad-
ditional Members be eleéted by a Ballot
of the Affociation at large :

That a Committee, confifting of a Se-
cretary, Treafurer, and three Aflifting
Members, be chofen by Ballot:

That the faid Committee do prepare
and fubmit to the confideration of the
Members, at their next meeting, fuch

Rules as they fhall think requifite for
: “the
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the effectual attainment of the object of
the new Inftitution, and forits good go=
vernment:

Thatthe Committee be entrufted with
the choice of the perfons who are to be
fent on the Difcovery of the Interior
Parts of Africa, together with the So-~

“clety’s Correfpondence, and the Manage»
ment of its Funds:

That the Committee thall not difclofe,
except to the Members of the Aflocia-
tion at large, fuch intelligence as they
thall, from time to time, receive from
the perfons who fhall be {ent out on the
bufinefs of Difcovery:

That on the receipt of any interefting
intelligence from any of the faid per-
fons, the Members of the Affociation
thall be convened by Letters from the

Secretary s
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Secretary; and thatfuch parts of the {aid
intelligence as, in the opinion of the
Committee, may, without endangering
the obje&t of their Aflociation, be made
public, fhall be communjcated to the

Meeting:

That an Account of all Monies paid
and received fhall, on the laft Saturday
in the month of May in each year, be
{ubmitted to the confideration of the So-
ciety at large, by the Treafurer:

That the Members of the Committee
be chofen by Ballot, on the firft Saturday
in the month of May in each year.

W

The preceding Refolutions having
been agreed to by all the Members pre-

fent, they proceeded on the fame day,
the
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the gth of June, 1788, in purfuance of
their Fourth Refolution, tochufe a Com-
mittee by Ballot, and the following per-
fons were eleted :

LORD RAWDON,

BISHOP OF LANDAFF,

SIR JOSEPH BANKS,

MR. BEAUFOY,

MR. STUART.




-
&/

!

CHAPTER 1.

Proceedings of the Affociation, from the Time of
its Eftablifbment, to that of the Departure of
Mr. LEDYARD.

"THE Affociation for Promoting the
Difcovery of the Interior Regions of
Africa was formed on the gth of June,
in the year 1788; and on the fame day
a Committee of its Members was inveft-

ed with the Dire&ion of its Funds, the
Management of its Correfpondence, and

the Choice of the Perfons to whom the
Geographical Miffion fhould be affign-

ed.

Naturally anxious for the {peedy at-

tainment of the important object thus
' C ‘recoms=
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recommended to their care, an object
made doubly interefting by the confi-
deration of its having engaged the at-
tention, and bafiled the refearches of the
moft inquifitive and moft powerful na-
tions of antiquity, the Managers pro-
cecded with the utmoft ardour to the
immediate execution of the Plan.

< ; o

- Two Gentlemen, whofe qualifications
appeared to be eminent, propofed to un-
dertake the Adventure.

One of them, aMr. LEDYARD, was an
American by birth, and feemed from his
youth to have felt an invincible defire
to make himfelf acquainted with the
unknown, or imperfedily difcovered re-
gions of the globe. For feveral years
he had lived with the Indians of Ameri-
ca, had ftudied their manners, and had
practifed in their fchool the means of

obtaining
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obtaining the protection, and of recom-
mending himfelf to the favour of Sa-
vages. In the humble fituation of a
Corporal of Marines, to which he {fub-
mitted rather than relinquith his pur-
fuit, he had made, with Captain Cook,
the Voyage of the World; and feeling
on his return an anxious defire of pene-
trating from the North Weftern Coaft
of America, which Cook had partly ex-
plored, to the Eaftern Coaft, with which
he himfelf was perfectly familiar, he
determined to traverfe the vaft Conti-
nent from the Pacific to the Atlantic
Ocean.

His firft Plan for the purjmfe was that
of embarking in a veffel which was then
preparing to fail, on a Voyage of Com-
mercial Adventure, to Nootka Sound, on
the Weftern Coaft of America; and with
this view he expended in fea ftores, the

Y greateft
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greateft part of the money which his
chicf benefactor Sir JofephBanks(whofe
generous conduct the Writer of this
Narrative has often heard him acknow-
ledge) had liberally fupplied. But the
fcheme being fruftrated by the rapacity
of a Cuftom-houfe Officer, who had
feized and detained the veflel for reafons
which on legal inquiry proved to be fri-
volous, he determined to travel over
land to Kamichatka, from whence, to the
Weftern Coaft of America, the paffage
is extremely fhort. With no more than
ten guineas in his purfe, which was all
that he had left, he crofled the Britith
Channel to Oftend, and by the way of
Denmark and the Sound, proceeded to
the capital of Sweden, from which, as
it was Winter, he attempted to traverfe
the Gulph of Bothnia on the ice, in or-
der to reach Kamfchatka by the thorteft
way; but finding, when he came to the

middle
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middle of the fea, that the water was
not frozen, he returned to Stockholm,
and taking his courfe Northward, walk-
ed into the Aréic Circle; and pafiing
round the head of the Gulph, defcended
on its Eaftern fide to Peter{fburgh.

There he was foon noticed as an ex-
traordinary man. Without ftockings, or
fhoes, and in too much poverty to pro-
vide himfelf with either, he received
and accepted an invitation to dine with
the Portugueze Ambafiador. To this in-
vitation it was probably owing that he
was able to obtain the {fum of twenty
guineas for a bill on Sir Jofeph Banks,
which he confefled he had no authority
to draw, but which, in confideration of
the bufinefs that he had undertaken,
and of the progrefs that he had made,
Sir Jofeph, he believed, would not be
unwilling to pay. To the Ambaflador’s
intereft it might alfo be owing that he

C3 obtained
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obtained permiffion to accompany a de-
tachment of Stores which the Emprefs
had ordered to be fent to Yakutz, for the
ufe of Mr. Billings, an Englithman, at
that time in her fervice.

Thus accommodated, he travelled
Eaftward through Siberia, fix thoufand
miles, to Yakutz, where he was kindly
received by Mr. Billings, whom he re-
membered on board Captain Cook’s thip,
in the fituation of the Aftronomer’s Ser-
vant, but to whom the Emprefs had now

entrufted her {chemes of Northern Dif{-
covery.

From Yakutz he proceeded to Ocza-
kow, on the coaft of the Kamfchatka {ea,
from whence he meant to have pafied
over to that peninfula, and to have em-
barked on the Eaftern fide in one of the
Ruflian veffels that trade to the Weftern

fhores
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{hores of America; but finding that the
navigation was completely obftructed by
the ice, he returned again to Yakutz,
in order to wait for the conclufion of the
Winter.

Such was his fituation when, in con-
fequence of {ufpicions not hitherto ex-
plained, or refentments for which no
reafon is afifigned, he was {eized, in the
Emprefs’sname, by two Ruffian {oldiers,
who placed him in a {ledge, and con-

reying him, in the depth of Winter,
through the Defarts of the Northern
Tartary, left him at laft on the Fron-
ticrs of the Polith Dominions. As they
parted they told him, thatif he returned
to Rufiia, he would certainly be hanged ;
but that if he chofe to go back to Eng-

land, they withed him a pleafant jour-
ney.

C 4 : In
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In the midit of poverty, covered with
rags, infefted with the ufual accompa-
niments of fuch cloathing, worn with
continued hardfhip, exhaufted by dif-
eafe, without friends, without credit,
unknown, and full of mifery, he found
his way to Koningfberg.---There, in
the hour of his uttermoft diftrefs, he
refolved once more to have recourfe to
his old Benefaétor, and he luckily found
a perfon who was willing to take his
draft for five guineas on the Prefident
of the Royal Society.

With this affiftance hearrived in Eng-
13.11(1, and immediately waited on Sir Jo-
feph Banks, who told him, knowing his
temper, that he believed he could re-
commend him to an adventure almoft
as perilous as the one from which he
had returned ; and then communicated
to him the wifhes of the Aflociation for

Dif~
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Difcovering the Inland Countries of
Africa.

LEDpYARD replied, that hehad always
determined to traverfe the Continent of
Africa as foon as he had explored the
Interior of North America; and as Sir
Jofeph had offered him a Letter of In-
troduction, he came directly to the Wri-
ter of thefe Memoirs. Before I had
learnt from the note the name and bufi-
nefs of my Vifitor, I was ftruck with
the manlinefs of his per{on, the breadth
of his cheft, the opennefs of his coun-
tenance, and the inquietude of his eye.
I {fpread the map of Africa before him,
and tracing aline from Cairo to Sennar,
and from thence Weftward in the lati-
tude and {fuppofed direction of the
Niger, I told him that was the route, by
which I was anxious that Africa might,
if pofiible, be explored. He faid, he

thould
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fhould think himfelf fingularly fortu-
nate to be entrufted with the Adven-
ture. Iafked him when he would fet
out! “ To-morrow morning,” was his
anfwer. I toldhim I was afraid that we
thould not be able, in fo fhort atime, to
prepare his inftructions, and to procure
for him the letters that were requifite 3
but that if the Committee fthould ap-
prove of his propofal, all expedition
fhould be ufed.

Such is the hiftory, and fuch werethe
qualifications of one of the perfons |
whom the Committee engaged in its
fervice.

Theother, Mr. LLucas, had been fent,
when a boy, to Cadiz, in Spain, for edu-
cation as a merchant, and having the
misfortune, on his return, to be cap-
tured by a Sallee Rover, was brought as !

a flave °
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a flave to the Imperial Court of Mo-
rocco.

Three years of captivity preceded his
reftoration to freedom, and his confe-
quent departure for Gibraltar; where,
" at the requeft of General Cornwallis, he
accepted the offices of Vice-Conful and
Chargé d’Affairesin the Empire of Mo-
rocco; and had the fatisfation to re-
turn, as the Delegate of his Sovereign,
to the very kingdom in which, for fo
long a period, he had lived as a {lave.
At the end of fixteen years he once
more revifited England, and was foon
appointed ‘Oriental Interpreter to the
Britith Court, in which fituation he was
when he became known to the Com-
mittee, and exprefled his willingnefs,
with His Majefty’s permiffion, to under-
take, in the Service of the Affociation,
whatever Journey his knowledge of

: the
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the Manners, Cuftoms, and Language of

- the Arabs might enable him to perform.
His Majefty, with that liberal attention
to the Progrefs of Knowledge which at
all times has diftinguifhed his reign,
fignified his pleafure, that Mr. Lucas
fhould proceed on the bufinefs of the
Society; and that his falary, as Oriental
Interpreter, thould be continued to him
during his abfence.

Having thus obtained the affiftance
of two perfons {o eminently qualified to
facilitate the attainment of its objet,
the Committee proceeded to prefcribe
to them their refpective routes.

To Mr. LepyarD they afligned, at
his own defire, asan enterprize of obvi-
ous peril and of difficult f{uccefs, the
talk of traverfing from Eaft to Weft,
in the latitude attributed to the Niger,

' the
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the wideft part of the Continent of

Africa.

To Mr. Lucas, in confideration of
the knowledge which he poflefled of
the Language and Manners of the A-
rabs, they allotted the paffage of the
Defart of Zahara, from Tripoli to Fez-
zan; for they had learned from various
information, that with this kingdom,
which in fome meafure is dependent on
Tripoli, the traders of Agadez and Tom-
buctou, and of other towns in the Inte-
rior of Africa, had eftablithed a frequent
and regular intercourfe; and their in- o
ftructions to him were, that he thould
proceeddirectly toFezzan;thathethould
colle&t and tranfmit by the way of Tri-
poli, whatever intelligence, refpecting
the Inland Regions of the Continent,

the people of Fezzan, or the traders who
: vifited
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vifited their country, might be able to
afford; and that he thould afterwards
return by the way of the Gambia, or by
that of the Coaft of Guinea.

One obftacle to the departure of thefe
Geographical Miflionaries was {till to be
removed; and that was, the fimallnefs
of the Fund; for the Members of the
Affociation, which had not yet paffed
the fecond month of its exiftence, were
extremely few, and the Committee were
too conicious of the importanceand dig-
nity of their undertaking, to canvaifs for
fubfcriptions.

In this dilemma, the Committee re-
folved to advance the money that was
requifite; and they accordingly raifed
among them{elvesthe{umof 430l. which
enabled them to provide for their tra-

vellers










CHAPTER IL

Myr. LEDYARD’s Arrival at Cairo.~His Re-
marks on the Inbabitants, &c.—~His Death
and Charaéter.

MR. LEDYARDtook hisdeparture from
London on the 3oth of June, 1788; and
after a journey of fix and thirty days,
{even of which were confumed at Paris,
and two at Marfeilles, arrived in thecity

of Alexandria.

His Letters of Recommendation tothe
Britifh Conful fecured him from the

embarraffments which the want of inns
D would



34 MR LEDYARD’s

would otherwife have occafioned; and
procured for him the neceflary inftruc-
tions for affuming the drefs, and adopt-
ing the manners that are requifite for
an Egyptian Traveller.

Forcibly imprefled by the objeéts which
he {aw, and naturally led to compare
them with thofe which other Regions
of the Globe had prefented to his view,
he defcribes with the energy of an ori-
ginal Obferver, and exhibitsin his Nar-
rative the varied effect of {fimilarity and
contraft. Butasthe travellers who pre-
ceded him, have obtained and tran{mit-
ted to Europe whatever knowledge, ei-
therantient or modern, the Lower Egypt
affords, and as the examination of that
countrywas no partof thebufinefs which
- was given him in charge, his defcrip-
tions, generally {peaking, would add ﬁ

but ©
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but little to the inftruétion which other
Narratives convey.

The following Extraés, from different
parts of his Journal, are given in hisown
words.

« A traveller, who fhould, by juft
comparifons between things here and
in Europe, tell his tale; who, by a mind
unbewitched by antecedent defcriptions,
too ftrong, too bold, too determined, too
honeft, to be capable of lying, thould
{peak juft as he thought, would, no
doubt, be efteemed an arrant fool, and a
{tupid coxcomb.—For example, an Eng-
lithmanwhohad neverfeen Egypt, would
afk me what fort of a woman an Egyp-
tian woman was? If I meant to do the
queftion as much juftice by the anfwer,

as I could in my way, I thould afk him to
D2 take
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take notice of the firft company of Gyp-
fies he faw behind a hedgein Effex; and
I fuppofe he would be fool enough to
think me a fool.

«“ Auguft 14. I left Alexandria at
midnight, with a pleafant breeze at
North ; and was, at fun-rife next morn-
ing, atthe mouth of the Nile, which has
a bar of fand acrofs it, and foundings as

irregular as the fea, which is raifed upon
it by the contentions of counter currents
and winds.

« The view in failing up the Nile is

4

very confined, unlefs from the top of

the maft, or fome other eminence, and
then it is an unbounded plain of ex-
cellent land, miferably cultivated, and
yet interfperfed with a great number
of villages, both on its banks and as far

along

e T T
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along the meadows as one can fee in any
direction. The river is alfo filled with
- boats pafling and repafling----boats all
of one kind, and navigated in one man-
ner; nearly alfo of one fize, the largeft
carryingtenor fifteentons. On board of
thefe boats are feen onions, water-me-
lons, dates, fometimes a horfe, a camel,
(which lies down in the boat) and fheep
and goats, dogs, men and women.---To-
wards evening and morning they have
mufic.

« Whenever we ftopped at a village,

1 ufed to walk into it with my Conduc-
tor, who, being a Muffelman, and a de-
{fcendant from Mahommed, worea green
turban, and was therefore refpected,
and I was fure of {fafety :—but in truth,
drefled as I was in a common Turkifh
habit, I believe I fhould have walked
as fafely without him. 1 {faw no pro-
D3 penfity
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penfity among the inhabitants to inci-
vility. The villages are, moft miferable
aflemblages of poor little mud huts,
flung very clofe together without any
kind of order, full of duft, lice, fleas,
bed-bugs, flies, and all the curfes of
Mofes; people poorly clad, the youths
naked: in fuch refpe&, they rank infi-
nitely below any Savages I ever faw.

« The common people wear nothing
but a fhirt and drawers, and they are
always blue. Green is the royal or holy
colour; none but the defcendants of
Mahommed, if I am rightly informed,
being permitted to wear it.

“ Auguft 19. From the little town
where we landed, the diftance to Cairo
is about a mile and a half, which we
rode on affes; for the afs in this country
is the Chriftian’s horfe, as he is allowed

1no
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no other animal to ride upon. Indeed
1find the fituation of a Chriftian, or what
they more commonly call here a Frank,
to be very, very humiliating, ignomini-
ous, and diftrefling. No one, by a com-
bination of any caufes, can reafon down
to {fuch effects as experience teaches us
do exift here; it being impoflible to
conceive, that the enmity I have alluded
to could exift between men ;——or, in
fa¢, that the fame {pecies of beings,
from any caufes whatever, fhould ever
think and a¢t {o differently as the Egyp-
tians and the Englifh do.

« ] arrived at Cairo earlyinthe morn-
ing, on the 1gth of Auguft, and went
to the houfe of the Venetian Conful,
Mr. Rofetti, Chargé d’Affaires for the

Englith Conful here.

-« After dinner, not being able to find
D4 ' any
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anyother lodging, and receiving no very

prefling invitation from Mr. Rofetti to
lodge with him, I went to a convent.
This convent confifts of Miflionaries
fent by the Pope to propagate the Chrif-
tian Faith, or at leaft to give fhelter to
Chriftians. The Chriftians here are
principally from Damafcus: the convent
is governed by the Order of Recollets: a
number of Englifh, as well as other Eu-
ropean travellers, have lodged there.

« Auguft 21ft. It is now about the
hotteft feafon of the year here; but I
think I have felt it warmer in the City
of Philadelphia, in the fame month.

* Auguft 26th. This day I was in-
troduced by Rofetti to the Aga Mahom-~
med, the confidential Minifter of I{fimael,
the moft powerful of the four ruling
Beys: he gave me his hand to kifs, and

with,
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with it the promife of letters, protection,
and fupport, through Turkifh Nubia,
and alfo to fome Chiefs farinland. Ina
{fubfequent converfation, he told me I
fhould feein my travelsa people who had
power to tranfinute themfelves into the
formsof differentanimals. Heafked me
what I thought of the affair? I did not
like to render the ignorance, fimplicity,
andcredulity of the Turk apparent. Itold
him, that it formed a part of the cha-
raéter of all Savages to be great Necro-
mancers; but that I had never before
heard of any {o great as thofe which he
~ had doneme the honour to defcribe ; that
it hadrendered me more anxious to beon
my voyage; and if I paffed among them,
I would, in the letter I promifed to write
to him, give him a more particular ac-
count of them than he had hitherto had.
~--He afked me how 1 could travel with-
out the language of the people wherel
: fhould
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thould pafs? I told him, with vocabula-
ries :---I might as well have read to him
a page of Newton’s Principia. He re-
turned to his fables again. Isitnot cu~

rious, that the Egyptians (for I {peak of
the natives of the country as well as of

him, when I make the obfervation} are
ftill fuch dupes to the arts of forcery ?
Was it the fame people that built the
Pyramids?

“ I can’t underftand that the Turks
have a better opinion of our mental
powers than wehave of theirs; but they
fay of us, that we are @ people who carry
our minds on our fingers ends :” meaning, that
we put them in exercife conftantly, and
render them fubfervient to all manner
of purpofes, and with celerity, difpatch,
and eafe, do what we do.

« I {ufpect the Copts to have been the
origin
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origin of the Negro race: the nofe and
lip correfpond with thofe of the Negro.
‘The hair, whenever I can {ee it among
the people here, (the Copts) is curled;
—not clofe like the Negros, butlike the
Mulattoes. I obferve a greater variety
of colour among the human {pecies here
than inany other country; and a greater
variety of feature than in any other

country not poiiefling a greater deoree

r
JQ

of civilization.

“ I have feen an Abyflinian woman
and a Bengal man-~---- the colour is the
fame in both; fo are their features and
perfons.

has what I call wampum work on it.
It appears as common here as among
the Tartars. Tatowing is as prevalent

among the Arabs of this placeas among
5 : the
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the South Sea Iflanders. It is a little

- curious, that the women here are more :
generally than in any other part of the
world tatowed on the chin, with perpen-
dicular lines defcending from the under
lip to the chin, like the women on the
North Weit Coaft of America. Itisalfo
a cuftom here to ftain the nails red, like
the Cochin Chinefe, and the Northern
Tartars. The mafk or veil that the wo-
men here wear, refembles exactly that
worn by the Priefts at Otaheite, and thofe
feenat Sandwich Ilands. ‘

“« ] have not yet feen the Arabs make
ufe of a tool like our axe or hatchet;
but what they ufe for fuch purpofes as
we do our hatchet and axe, is in the form
of an adze, and is a form we found
moft agreeable to the South Sea Iflan-
ders. I feeno inftance of a tool formed
defignedly for the ufe of the right or

' left
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left hand particularly, as the cotogon
is among the Yorkertic Tartars.

%« There is certainly a very remark-
able affinity between the Ruflian and
Greek drefs. The fillet round the tem-
ples of the Greek and Ruffian women,
is a circumftance in drefs that perhaps
would ftrike nobody as it does me; and

fo of the wampum work too, which is
alfo found among them both.

« They {pinhere with the diftaff ar;d
{pindle only, like the French peafantry
and others in Europe; and the common
Arabloomis upon our principle, though
rude.

“ I faw to-day (Auguft toth) an Arab
woman white, like the White Indians in
the South Sea Iflands, Iftmus of Darien,
&c. Thefekind of people all look a.like-

« Among
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“ Among the Greek women here, I
{ind the identical Archangel head-drefs.

¢« Their mufic is inftrumental, con-
fifting of a drum and pipe, both which
refemble thofe two inftruments in the
South Seas. The drumis exactlylike the
Otaheite drum ; the pipe is made of cane,
and confifts of a long and fhort tube
joined: the mufic refembles very much
the bagpipe, andis pleafant.---All their
mutfic is concluded, if not accompanied,
by the clapping of hands. I think it
fingular, that the women here make a
noife with their mouths like frogs, and
that this frog-mufic is always made at
weddings; and I believe on all other
occafions of merriment where there are
women.

« It isremarkable, that the dogs here
are

|

]
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are of juft the fame {pecies found among
the Otaheiteans. '

“ It is alfo remarkable, that in one
village I faw exactly the {fame machines
~ufed for diverfion as in Ruffia.---I for-
get the Ruffian name for it. Itisalarge
kind of wheel, on the extremities of
which there are fufpended {feats, in
which people are whirled round over
and under each other.

<« The women drefs their hair behind
exactly in the fame manner in which
the women of the Calmuc Tartars drefs
theirs.

¢« In the Hiftory of the Kingdom of
Benin in Guinea, the Chiefs are called
Aree Roeg, or Strect Kings. Among the
the Iflands in the South Sea, Otaheite,

&c. they call the Chiefs Arees; and the
, » great
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great Chiefs, Aree le Hoi. I think this
curious; and {o I do that it is a cuftom
among the Arabs to fpread a blanket
when they would invite any one to tea
or reft with them.—American Indians
fpread thebeaver fkins onfuch occafions,

¢ The Arabs of the Defarts, like the
Tartars, have an invincible attachment
to Liberty. No arts will reconcile them
to any other life, or form of govern-
ment, however modified. This is a cha-
raéter given me here of the Arabs,

« It is fingular that the Arab Lan-
guage has no word for Liberty, although
it has for Slaves. |

“ The Arabs, like the New Zealan-
ders, engage with a long ftrong {pear.,

“ I have made the beft enquiries I
have

b i e
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have been able, fince I have been here,
of the nature of the country before me;
of Sennar, Darfoor, Wangara, of Nu-
bia, Abyflinia, of thofe named, or un-
known by name. I fhould have been
happy to have {fent you better informa-
tion of thofe places than I am yet able
to do. It will appear very fingular to
you in England, that we in Egypt are
fo ignorant of countries which we an-
nually vifit. The Egyptians know as
little of Geography as the generality of
the French; and like them, fing, dance,
and traflic without it.

¢ I have the beft affurances of a cer-
tain and fafe conduct by the return of
the caravan that is arrived from Sennar;
and Mr. Rofetti tells me that the letters
I fhall have from the Aga here, will in-
fure me of being conveyed, from hand

to hand, to my journey’s end.
1D s i
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“ The Mahometansin Africa are what
the Ruffians are in Siberia—a trading,
enterprizing, f{uperftitious, warlike fet
of vagabonds, and wherever they are
fet upon going, they willand do go; but
they neither can nor do make voyages
merely commercial, or merely religious,
acrofs Africa; and where we do not find
them in commerce, we find them not at
all. They cannot (however vehemently
pufhed on by religion) afford to crofs
the Continent without trading by the
way.

“ October 14th. I went to-day to the
market-place, where they vend the Black
flaves that come from towards the inte-
rior parts of Africa :---there were 200 of
them together, drefled and ornamented
as in their own country. The appear-
ance of a Savage in every region is al-
moft the fame!—There were very few

men o
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men among them: this indicates that
they are prifoners of war. They have
a great many beads and other ornaments
about them that are from the Eaft. I
was told by one of them that they came
from the Weft of Sennar, fifty-five days
journey, which may be about four or
five hundred miles. A Negro Chief faid,
the Nile had its {ource in his country.
In general they had their hair plaited in
a great number of {mall detached plaits,
none exceeding in length fix or eight
inches—the hair was filled with greafe,
and dirt purpofely daubed on.

¢« October 16th. I have renewed my
vifit to-day, and pafied it more agreea-
bly than yefterday; for yefterday I was
rudely treated. The Franks are prohi-
bited to purchafe flaves, and therefore
the Turks do not like to fee them in

the market. Mr. Rofetti favoured me
E 2 with
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one of his running Chargé d’ Affaires }
to accompany me: but having obferved 1
yefterday among the ornaments of the
Negros a variety of beads, and wanting |
to know from what country they came, |
I requefted Mr. Rofetti, previouily to
my fecond vifit, to fhew me from his
ftore famples of Venetian beads.——He
thewed me famples of fifteen hundred |
different kinds. After this I fet out.

« The name of the country thefe Sa-
vages come from is Darfoor, and is well
known on account of the Slave Trade,
as well as of that in Gum and Elephant’s

“teeth.

< Ehe appéarance of thefe Negros de-
clares them to be a people in as {avage a
ftate as any people can ; but notof fo {a
vageatemper, or of that {peciesof coun
tenance that indicates favage intelli-
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gence. Theyappear aharmlefs wild peo-
ple; but theyare moftly young women.

« Thebeadsthey are ornamented with
are Venetian; and they have fome Ve-
netian brafs medals which the Venetians
make for trade. The beads are worked
wampum-wife. Iknow not where they
gotthemarinefhellsthey worked among
their beads, nor how they could have
. {feen white men. I afked them if they
would ufe me well in their country, if
I thould vifit it? They faid, ¢ Yes yife:
and added, that they thould make aKing
of me, and treat me with all the delica-
cies of their country. Like the Egyp-
tiann women, and like moft other Sava-
ges, they ftick on ornaments wherever
they can, and wear, like them, a great
ring in the nofe, cither from the carti-
Jage, or from the fide: they alfo rub on

fome black kind of paint round the eyes,
E 3 like
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like the Egyptian women. They area
fizeable well-formed people, quite black, -
with what, I believe, we call the true
Guinea face, and with curled fhort hairs
but not more curled or fhorter than I
have feen it among the Egyptians; but
in general thefe Savages plait it in taf- |
{cls plaiftered with clay and paint. A- |
mong fome of them the hairis a foot
long, and curled, refemblingexa&ly one
of our mops. The prevailing colour,
where it can be feen, is a black and red
mixed. I thinkit would make any hair
curl, even Uncle Toby’s wig, to be
plaited and plaiftered as this is. This
caravan, which I call the Darfoor cara-
van, is not very rich.——The Sennar is
~the rich caravan.

“ O&tober 1gth. I went yefterday to
fee if more of the Darfoor caravan had
*arrived ; but they were not. I wonder
- why
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why travellers to Cairo have not vifited
thefe {lave markets, and converfed with
the Jelabs or travelling Merchants of
thefecaravans: both are certainly fources
of great information.—The eighth part
of the money expended on other ac-
counts, might here anfwer {fome good
folid purpofe. For my part, I have not
expended a crown, and I have a better
idea of the people of Africa, of its trade,
of the pofition of places, the nature of
the country, manner of travelling, &c.
than ever I had by any other means;!
and, I believe, better than any other
means would afford me. '

« O&ober 25th. T have been again
to the {lave market; but neither the
Jelabs (a name which in this country is
given to all travelliﬁg Merchants) nor
the flaves are yet arrived in town
they will be here to-morrow. I met

E 4 two
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two or three in the {treet, and one with
a fhield and {pear.

¢ I have underftood to-day, that the
King of Sennar is himfelf a Merchant,
and concerned in the Sennar caravans.
The Merchant here who contraéts to
convey me to Sennar, is Procurer at
Cairo to the King of Sennar: thisis a
good circumftance, and one I knew not
- of till to-day. Mr. Rofetti informed me
of it. He informed me alfo, that the
importation of Negro flaves into Egypt
will amount to 20,000.—The caravans
from the interior countries of Africa do
not arrive here uniformly every year—

they are fometimes abfent two or three
years.

“ Among a dozen of Sennar flaves, I
faw three perfonable men, of a good
bright olive colour, of vivacious and in-

telligent
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telligent countenances; but they had all
three (which firft attradted my notice)
heads uncommonly formed: the fore-
head was the narroweft, the longeft, and
moft protuberant I ever faw. Many of
thefe flaves {peak a few words of the
Arablanguage ; but whether theylearn-
ed them before or fince their captivity
I cannot tell. i

« A caravan goes from here (Cairo)
to Fezzan, which they call a journey of
fifty days; and from Fezzan to Tom-
buétou, which they call a journey of
ninety days. The caravans travel about
twenty miles a day, which makes the
diftance on the road from here to Fez-
zan, one thoufand miles; and from Fez-
zan to Tombuctou, one thoufand eight
hundred miles. From here to Sennar is
reckoned {ix hundred miles.

> o
N v

¢« I have
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‘I have been waiting feveral days to
have an interview with the Jelabs who
go from hence toSennar. Iam told that
they carry, in general, trinkets; but
among other things, foap, antimony,
red linen, razors, fciflars, mirrors, beads;
and, as faras I can yet learn, they bring
from Sennar elephant’s teeth, the gum
called here Gum Sennar, camels, oftrich
feathers, and flaves.

« Wangarais talked of here as a place
producing much gold, and as a king-
dom: all accounts, and there are many,
agree in this. The King of Wangara
{whom I hope to fee in about three
months after leaving this) is faid to dif-
pofe of juft what quantity he pleafes of
his gold—fometimes a great deal, and
fometimes little or none; and this, it is
{aid, he does to prevent ftrangers know-

ing
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ing how rich he is, and that he may
live in peace.”

Such are the moft material of thofe
remarks on the people of Africa, which
Mr. LEpYAarD was enabled, by his re-
fidence at Cairo, to fend to the Commit-
tee. The views which they opened
werc interefting and inftrultive; but

they derived their principal importance
from the prooefs which they afforded of
the ardent {pirit of inquiry, the unwea-
ried attention, the perfevering refearch,
and the laborious, indefatigable, anxi-
ous zeal with which their Author pur-
fued the obje& of his Miffion.

Already informed that his next dif-
patch would be dated from Sennar ; that
letters of earneft recommendation had
been given him by the Aga; that the
terms of his paffage had been fettled;

and
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and that the day of his departure was
appointed——the Committee expected
with impatience the defcription of his
journey. Great was therefore their con-
cern, and fevere their difappointment,
when letters from Egypt announced to
themthemelancholy tidingsof his death.
A bilious complaint, the confequence of
vexatious delays in the promifed depar-
ture of the caravan, had induced him to
try the effect of too powerful a dofe of
the acid of vitriol; and the {fudden un-
eafinefs and burning pain which fol-
lowed the incautious draught, impelled
him to feek relief fromthe violent action
of the {ftrongeft Tartar emetic. A con-
tinued difcharge of blood difcovered the
danger of his fituation, and fummoned
to his aid the generous friendfhip of the
Venetian Conful, and the ineffectual 1kill
of the the moit approved phyficians of
Cairo.
' He
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He was decently interred inthe neigh-
bourhood of fuch of the Englith as had
ended their days in the capital of Egypt.

The bilious complaint with which he
was {eized has been attributed to the
- frowardnefs of a childifh impatience.—
Much more natural is the conjeéture,
that his unexpected detention, week af-
ter week, and month after month, at
Cairo, (a detention which confumed his
finances, which therefore expofed to ad-
ditional hazard the {uccefs of his favou-
rite enterprize, and which confequently
tended to bring into queftion his honour
to the Society) had troubled his {pirits,
had preyed upon his peace, and {ubjected
him at laft to the difeafe that proved in
its confequences the means of dragging
him to his grave.

Of his attachment to the Society, and
of
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of his zeal for their {ervice, the follow-
ing Extralts from his Letters are re-
markably expreflive:

“ Money! it is a vile flave !—TI have at
prefent an ceconomy of a more exalted
kindto obferve. Ihavethe eyes of fome
of the firft men of the firft kingdom on
earth turned upon me. I am engaged

by thofe very men, in the moft impor- -

tant object that any private individual
can be engaged in: I have their appro-
bation to acquire, or to lofe; and their
efteem alfo, which I prize beyond every
thing, except the independent idea of
ferving mankind. Should rafhnefs or
defperation carry me through, whatever
fame the vainand injudicious might be-
ftow, I fhould not accept of it;—itis the
good and great I look to: fame from
them beftowed is altogether different,
and is clofely allied to a well-done from
God 3

[T VSIS S
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God: but rathnefs will not be likely to
carry me through, any more than timid
caution. To find the neceflary medium
of condudt, to vary and apply it to con-
tingencies, is the ceconomy I allude to;
and if I {fucceed by fuch means, men of
fenfe in any fucceeding epoch will not
bluth to follow me, and perfeét thofe
Difcoveries I have only abilitics to trace
out roughly, or, a difpofition to attempt.

« A Turkifth {fopha has nocharms for
me: if it had, I could {oon obtain one
here. 1 could to-morrow take the com-
mand of the beft armament of Ifhmael
Bey.—I fhould be fure of fuccefs, and
its confequential honours. Believe me,
a fingle well-done from your Aflociation
has more worth in it to me, than all the
trappings of the Eaft; and what is ftill

more precious, is, the pleafure I have in
the
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the juftification of my own conduct at
the tribunal of my own heart.”

To thofe who have never feen Mr.
LEDYARD, it may not, perhaps, be un-
interefting to know, that his perfon,
though {carcely exceeding the middle
fize, was remarkably expreffive of acti-
vity and ftrength; and that his manners,

though unpolithed, were neither unci-

vil nor unpleafing. Little attentive to
difference of rank, he feemed to confider
all men as his equals, and as {uch he re-
fpected them. His genius, though un-
cultivated and irregular, wasoriginaland
comprehenfive. Ardentinhis wifhes, yet
calm in his deliberations; daring in his
purpofes, but guarded in his meafures;
impatient of controul, yet capable of
ftrong endurance ; adventurous beyond
theconceptionof ordinary men, yet wary
and confiderate; and attentive to all pre=~

cautions,

R
b
B
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cautions, he appeared to be formed by
Nature for atchievements of hardihood
and peril.

They who compare the extent of his
pilgrimage through the vaft regions of
Tartary with the {cantinefs of his funds,
will naturally afk, by what means he
obtained a {ubiiftence on the road? All
that I have ever learned from him on
the fubject, was, thathis fufferings were
exceflive, and that more than once he
owed his life to the compaflionate tem=
per of the women. This laft remark is
ftrongly confirmed by the following Ex-
tra¢t from his account of his Siberian
Tour.

“ I have always rernarked, that wo-
men, in all countries, are civil, obliging,
tender, and humane; that they are ever

inclined tobegay and chearful, timorous
I and
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and modeft; and that they do not hefi~
tate, like men, to perform a generous
a¢tion.—Not haughty, not arrogant, not
fupercilious, they are full of courtefy,
and fond of fociety: more liable, in ge-

_neral, to err than man; butin general,
alfo, more virtuous, and performing
more good actions than he. To a wo-
man, whether civilized or {avage, I ne-
ver addrefled myfelf in the language of
deéency and friendfhip, without receiv-
ing a decent and friendly anfwer. With
man it has often been otherwife.

¢ In wandering over the barren plains
of inbofpitable Denmark, through boneft Swe~

den, and frozen Lapland, rude and churlify

Finland, unprincipled Rufia, and the wide

Jpread regions of the wandering Tartar, if
hungry, dry, cold, wet, or fick, the wo~ |

men have ever been friendly to me, and

uniformly {o; and to add to this virtue,

o
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(fo worthy the appellation of benevo-
lence) thefe attions have been performed
in fo free, and {o kind a manner, that if
I wasdry, I drank the {weeteft draught;

~and if hungry, I eat the coarfe morfel
with a double relifh.”

But though the native benevolence,
which evenamong Savages diftinguifhes
and adorns the female charaéter, might
fometimes foften the feverity .of his
fufferings, yet at others he {feemsto have
endured the utmoft preflure of diftrefs,

¢« I am accuftomed---(faid he; in our
laft converfation--~"twas on the mornin g
of his departure for Africa)---I am ac-
cuftomed to hardfhips. I have known
both huhger and nakednefs to the ut-
moft extremity of human fuffering. I
have known what it is to have food giv-
en me as charity to a madman; and I
’ T 2 have
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haveat times been obliged to fhelter my-
{elf under the miferies of that character,
to avoid a heavier calamity. My dif-
trefles have been greater than I have
ever owned, or ever wi// own to any
man. Such evils are terrible to bear 5
but they never yet had power to turn
me from my purpofe. IfIlive, I will
faithfully perform, in its utmoft extent,
my engagement to the Society; and if I
perifth in the attempt, my Aomour will ftill
be fafe, for death cancels all bonds.”

CHAPTER
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Arrival of Mr. L.ucAs at Tripoli.---His Re-
ception by the Bafbaw.---His Sourney to Me=
Jurata with the Shereefs Fouwad and Im-
hammed.--- His Mode of obtaining from the
latter an Account of bis Travels in the In-
terior Countries of Africa.---His Return to
England.

i o T
-

MRr. Lucas, having taken his pafiage
at Marfeilles, on board the St. Jean Bap-

tifte, afmall veflel belonging to that port,
embarked on the 18th of O¢tober, 17885
and on the 25th of the fame month ar-
rived in the harbour of Tripoli.

¥ 3 The
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The date trees, which f{pread them-
~ {elves like a foreft behind the town, and
the hills beyond them, which bound the
profpect on the South, are interefting
objects; but the town itfelf is built in
too low a{ituation to compofe a part of
~ the general fcene: for it is {carcely vis
- fible at the diftance of a mile.

The firft appearance of Tripoli may
difappoint, by its meannefs, the expec-
tations of the traveller; but if he re-
fleGs on the nature of a defpotic govern=
ment, ever incompatible with perma-
nent profperity, he will not be furpriz-
ed when he finds, on a nearer view, that,
the city, though the capital of an em=
pire, exhibits through all its extent, the
marks of a rapid decay ; that its fcanty
limits, though fcarcely four milesin cir-
cumference, are too great forits prefent
population; and that its antient caftle, .
i though
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though once the pride, and ftill the re-
fidence of the reigning family, i§ now
a mouldering ruin.

The expeéted ceremonial of announ-
cing to the Bathaw, which is the title of
the Sovereign, and to the Conful of the
State, to whom the veflel belongs, her
arrival in the harbour, having been re-
gularly obferved, Mr. Lucas, accom-
panied by Mr. Tully, the Britith Refi-
dent, waited on Hadgee Abdrahaman,
the Tripoline Minifter for Foreign Af-
fairs, who had formerly refided in Eng-
land as Ambaflador from the Bathaw;
and having known Mr. Lucas there,
received him now with the joy of an
“old acquaintance, and the cordiality of
an intimate friend. Encouraged by this
kindnefs, Mr. Lucas explained to him
the obje&t of his miffion, and requefted

that he would prefent and recommend
F 4 him
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him to the Bathaw, and to the Prince,
his eldeft fon, whois diftinguithedbythe
title of the Bey. The Minifter confented;
and the next morning was, accordingly,
-appointed by the Bafhaw for the firft
of thefe audiences: the morning after
was fixed on by the Bey for the latter,

The Bafhaw, a {hort and robuft old
man, of a fair complexion, a pledfing |
countenance, and an affable, joyous dif=
pofition, received Mr. Lucas with great |
complacency, and accepted, with much
fatisfaction, his prefent of a pair of dou-
ble-barrelled piftols, mounted with fil-
ver ; but exprefled his furprize, when :
leave was afked to vifit his kingdom of
Fezzan: for the journey, he faid, had
never been attempted by a Chriftian,
Mr. Lucas replied, that he was led to
undertake it by the report which he
had heard of various Roman antiquities,,

in &
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in different parts of the kingdom, and
by the hope of colleting a variety of
medicinal plants that are not to be found
in Europe. The Bafthaw appeared to
be {atisfied, and promifedl that, on the
firft opportunity of a fafe conveyance,
he would give him fuch aids for the
journey as his countenance and protec-
tion could afford.

On the next morning Mr. Lucas was
prefented to the Bey, the Bathaw’s eld-
eft {fon, a tall and well thaped, but dark
compleXioned man, in the middle period
of life; and was received by him with
the engaging politenefs for which heis
cminently diftinguithed. The prefent
that was made to him, except that its
value was inferior, was fimilar to that
which had been given to his father;
and the affurances of the protetion and
friendfhip, which he offered him in re-

turn,
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turn, were the fame in effeét with thofe
which the Bathaw had exprefled.

Soon after his prefentation at Court,
Mr. Lucas was informed that fome of
the principal Tribes of the tributary
Arabs had lately revolted from the Go-
vernment, and were then in actual re-
bellion ; that all the frontiers of Tripoli,
on the fide of the Defart, were infefted
by their inroads ; that a caravan from
the inland country had lately been at-
tacked; and that a Spanifh Merchant
had been plundered within a few miles
of the Capital. Mr. Lucas was alfo in-
formed, that the Bathaw, who has no
regular forces, was preparing to raife,
on this occafion, an army of 2,000 menj
that as foon as the grafs fhould be high *
enough to afford the neceflary forage
for the cattle, which it would be in the’ :
month of December, they would begin’
their |
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their march to the frontier, where they
would be joined by the troops of fuch
of the Arabs as continued faithful to the
Government,

With this army, the colle&tive num-
bers of which were expected to amount
to five or {ix thoufand men, it was hoped
that the Bey, by the ufual enforcements
of predatory war, would be able to re-
duce the rebellious Tribes to their an-
tient obedience, and to the payment of
the cuftomary tribute.

But while, from this expe&tation, Mr.
j.ucas waited with impatience for the
departure of the army, he was informed
that two Shercefs from Fezzan, who
were both, as their title announces, de-
fcended from the Prophet, and one of
whom had married the daughter of the
King, were arrived in Tripoli. They

: came
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came there as Merchants, and brought-s‘%
with them, for fale, a variety of articles,
of which flaves and {enna were the
chief: and as the reverence in which
the defcendants of Mahomet are held
fecures their perfons from violence, and
their property from plunder, they did
not think that the reftoration of peace
was requifite for the fafety of their re- |
turn. It was, therefore, with much {a- “
tisfaction that the Minifter, whofe inti-
mate acquaintance they were, received
from them an aflurance, that if Mr. 1
Lucas could bear the fatigue of the
journey, they would take him under |
their protection, and would be anfwer-.l-."
able for his fafe arrival in Fezzan.

The next morning, in confequence of
this converfation, the Shereefs waited i
upon Mr. Lucas. One of them, whofe 1
rank as fon-in-law to the King, entitled

him
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him to the firft confideration, was a tall,
thin, copper complexioned man, of too
flender a frame for his height, which
was nearly fix fect, but of an appear-
ance that was expreflive of dignity: to
this appearance the fedatenefs of his
manners, and the fewnefs, but folidity
of his words were particularly fuited.
His age was {feemingly about thirty-five
years, and his name was Mahommed
Benfein Haflen Fouwad. The other
Shereef was a lively old man, {hort and
thin, and dark coloured, almoft to black-
nefs; affable, free, and entertaining in
his converfation, and much refpeéted by
his companion, to whom he was related.
His name was Imhammed, and his age
about fifty years.

After many compliments, for which
their countrymen are famous, they ex-

prefied to Mr. Lucas the pleafure they
thould
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fhould feel in prefenting him to their
King, who had never feen a Chriftian
Traveller, and would be highly gratified
by fo new a vifit. They affured him of
every accommodation which theircoun-
try could afford, and of every proof
which they them{elves could give of the
kindeft good will, and of the fincereft
friendfhip. The conference was con-=
cluded by a prefent from Mr. Lucas of
a pair of piftols to each, with a fuitable
quantity of powder and ball and flints.

The Bathaw, being informed by the

Minifter of the propofal and promifesof |

the Shereefs; exprefled his approbation
of the {cheme, and fent, from his fta-
bles, as a prefent to Mr. Lucas, a hand=
fome mule for the journey. The Bey,
too, was no fooner acquainted with the
atrangemernts, than he gave direGions
toa Jew Taylor, who had been employed

in

|
|

|
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in making, and had juft finifhed hisown
tent, to wait upon Mr. L.ucas, and take
his orders for fuch a tent as would be
requifite for his journey.

But while in this manner Mr. L.ucas
was preparing for his departure, and had
befpokenaTurkifhdrefs for himfelf, and
a magnificent robe, as a prefent, to the
King of Fezzan, an apprehenfion arofe
in the mind of the Bathaw, that if Mr.
L.ucas fhould be taken prifoner by the

Rebels, he himfelf thould be reduced to
the diftrefling dilemma of either con-
cluding a difadvantageous peace, or of
abandoning the Interpreter of the King
of Great Britain to all the infults, :\md all
the cruelties which thofe Barbarians
might be difpofed to inflict. g
For this reafon, the force of which

will be much more apparent, if the re-
{pect
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fpect in which the office of Interpreter
in a Mahometan Government is ufually
held, be confidered, he exprefied his des
fire (and inthis defire his eldeft {on, the

Bey, entirely concurred) that Mr. Lu-

caswould defer his intended journeytill

the revolted Arabs thould be reduced to

obedience, and the peace of the Defart |

be reftored. A few days after this re- %

quifition, the Bey began his march with
an army of 300 horfe and 1500 foot.

. 'The Shereefs were no fooner inform-

ed of the obftacle which had arifen to

the journey of their intended fellow=

traveller, than they exprefled as much

chagrin and difappeintment as Mr Ly«
cas himfelf could feel; for they faid,

that they had already {ent word to their |

Sovereign, that they fhould foon have

the pleafureto prefent to himy aChriftian,:
wha

|
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who had travelled from his native land,
(a journey of many moons) with no
other view than to gratify his with to
vifit him, and to fee his kingdom of
Fezzan:—that hisanger would fall hea-
vily on them, to whom he would attri-
bute the difappointment; and would
probablylead him to infli¢t on them the
gfeztteﬁ indignity that Shereefs can en-
dure, that of having duft heaped upon

their heads.

Imprefled with thefe apprehernifions;
the Shereefs waited upon the Bathaw,
and offered to be refponfible with their
lives for the fafety of the Chriftian.

In this unfavourable ftate of Mr, Lu-
cas’s profpect, an old man of the clafs
of Maraboots (a name which is given to
perfons of diftinguithed fanéity) in~

@ G formed
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fo1jmed the Minifter, with whom he had
been long acquainted, that he meant, in
a few days, to take his departure for
Fezzan; and that as the Rebels, in con-
fequence of the march of the Bathaw’s
forces, had removed from that part of
the country throuigh which he intended
to pafs, he would engage that, underhis
conduét, Mr. Lucas fhould travel in
fafety.

With this propofal Mr. Lucas, by the
advice of the Minifter, and with the
confent of the Bafthaw, had determined
to comply, though againft his own opi-
nion; for the countenance and behavi-
our of the Maraboot had fuggefted {uf{-
picions of his fincerity : but while he
was preparing for his departure, which
was fixed for the Monday following, the
Bathaw,on farther refletion, concluded ,

that
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that the plan which the Shereefs had
propofed would, on the whole, be at-
tended with the fmalleft hazard.

The fcheme of the journey being thus
finally fettled, the Bafthaw, atthe requeft
of the Minifter, prefented Mr. Lucas
with a letter of recommendation to the
King of Fezzan, of which the following
is a tranflation.

TRANSLATION OF THE BASHAW OF TRIPOLY’S
RECOMMENDATION OF M® LUCAS TO THE KING
OF FEZZAN.

e ———— —————J

« Praife be unto the Almighty God,
and unto our Lord his Prophet Mahoms-
med, whofe protection and mercy we
crave, and refign ourfelves to his holy
will: to our Son Sydy Hamed Benmo-
hamed, the great and juft ruler over his

G2 beloved



84 MR LUCAS’s

beloved people; may his days be long
and happy. Amen.

¢ Peace, and the protection and blef-
fing of God, be with you, and preferve
you from evil.

* We have to acquaint you, our fon,
that our friend, the Englith King, hath
fent one of his Interpreters unto us, and
defired we would procure him a {afe
conveyance to Fezzan, where he goes
for his own amufement and pleafure :
and as we have found a perfon whom
we efteem, and who has promifed us to
take great care of him, we have con-
fented to let the faid Interpreter and his
friends * go with him to Fezzan. We

have

e

* In the drabic, the word Friend is often emphyed, as in

this paffage, to exprefs the fame meaning as the Englifb term
Servant,
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have to defire that you will thew him
and his friends every kindnefs in your
power, and comply with all his wifhes
‘and fhould he be inclined to go to any
other place, you will fend proper people
to conduct him, and to protect him in
every thing; for he is a man of fenfe,
and much efteemed by us; wherefore
we recommend him to your care and
protection. Peace and the blefling of
God be with you: from the Slave of
God, Ally Benkaramaly, whofe greatnefs
is under the proteétion of God. Dated
in the Moon of Rabeah thénee 1203"— .
(which correfponds with the month of

January 1789.)

s

To this rout by Mefurata, though not
fo direct as the antient paflage by the
way of the Mountains of Guariano, the

Merchants who trade to Fezzan have
G 3 lately
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lately given the preference: for in the
firft place, they avoid the oppreilive
contributions, which, even in time of
peace, the rapacious tribes of Hooled
Benfoliman and Benioleed, whoinhabit
thofe hills, have often levied on travel-
lers; and in the next place, they have
not only the advantage of fending their
heavy merchandize to Mefurata by fea,
but have alfo an opportunity of hiring
there, at a much lower rate than at
Tripoli, the camels for which they have
‘occafion,

On Sunday the firftof February, 1789,
at half an hour after eight in the morn-
ing, the Shereefs, accompanied by Mr.
Lucas, took their departure from the
fuburbs of Tripoli, where, in a garden
which is fituated at the diftance of three
miles from the town, and which be-
longed to a Tripoline Merchant, who

was




COMMUNICATIONS. 87

- —

was travelling with them to Fezzan, they
and theirattendants had {lept the even-
ing before. :

The caravan was compofed of the
Shereef Fouwad, and of three other
Merchants, on horfeback, all of them
well armed; of the little old Shereef,
who rode upon an afs; of Mr. Lucas,
who was mounted on the mule which
the Bafthaw had given him ; of Mr. Lu-
cas’s black fervant, well armed, upon a
camel ; of twelve Fezzaners on foot, but
armed ; of three Negros and their wives,
who had been {laves at Tripoli, but hav-
ing obtained their freedom, were now
travelling to Fezzan on their return to
their native country ; and of twenty-one
~camels, with fifteen drivers, each of
whom was armed with a mufket and a

piftol.

G4 That
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That {o few camels were requifite in
this part of the journey, was owing to
the expedient which the Shereefs, with
great ceconomy, had adopted, of fend-
ing their heavy merchandize by fea to
Mefurata,

At twelve o’clock, thecaravan, whofe
courfe was E. S. E. pafled through the
town of Tajarah, a miferable collection

of clay-walled huts, of which fome were

covered with terrace, and the reft with
roofs of thatch: but wretched as the
buildings are, the country around them
abounds with Date trees, among which,
a few of the Olive are intermixed.

At five the caravan encamped for the
night upon a fandy eminence. No
fooner were the camels unburthened of
their loads, than their drivers turned
them loofe to feed on the ftubble of the

' valleys,
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valleys, and on the brambles of the ad-
jacent hills; but though their freedom
is thus given them, they never ftray to
a greater diftance than that of two or
three hundred paces from the camp.

The loads in the mean time are piled
in a circle, and, except at the narrow
opening which forms the entrance, are
ftowed as clofe as poflible to each other.
Within this circle the Merchants *and
drivers and fervants {pread their mats
and carpets. Here, alfo, they light their
fires and drefs their victuals; and with-
out any other covering than their al-
haiques or blankets (for very few are
furnithed with a tent) lie down amidft
the heavy dews and occafional ftorms of
rain that fall upon the coaft, and {leep
as foundly as in bed: for the wetnefs of
their cloaths, which is often the confe-.

quence of this expofure, is little regard-.
' ed,
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ed, and from the {falubrity of the cli-
mate, is attended with little inconveni«
ence.

.

Mr. Lucas’s tent being fpread, the
two Shereefs, with three of their friends,
took up their quarters with him: and on
the firlt appearance of fupper, which
was ferved in a large wooden dith, and
confifted of dried meat, and of flour
forrhed into balls, and drefled in fteam,
they all {fat down with the familiarity of
near relations, and dipping their right
handsintothedith,without either{poons
or forks or knives, devoured, with a vo-
racious and difgufting hafte, the whole
that was fet before them.

Theconclufion of themeal was follow-
‘ed by the ceremony of wafthing, which
confifted in each man’s dipping his right
hand into the fame water which his

compa-
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gompanions had ufed. Coffee being |
then brought in, they lighted their pipes,
and each of them having drank three or
four difthes as he {moaked, they laid
themfelves down in their cloaths, upon
the bare fand, and converfed together
till they talked themfelves to {leep. -

February 2d. The next morning, at
day-break, the drivers began to re-load
the camels : at eight o’clock the caravan
was again in motion; from which time
till half an hour after four, they travel-
led amidit dreary hills of loofe and bar-
ren fand, where they faw neither man
nor beaft, neither wood nor water.

A {mall valley between the hills, from
which, to their great annoyance, the
fhifting fandwas continually blowndown
upon them, was the place of their en-
campment ; a place entirely deftitute of

“water ;



92 MR LUCAS’S

water; but from this circumftance they
felt no fort of inconvenience, as they
had brought with them, in goat Kins,
an ample {tore.

February 3d. At half an hour after
feven in the morning, they proceeded
on their journey, and having emerged
from the fand hills about two in the
afternobn, were charmed with the fight
ofOlive and of Date trees, of large quan-
tities of white thorn, and of the Spanifh
broom; yet the {foil is dry and ftoney,
and the few fields of grain which pre-
fent them{felves here and there to the
eye, exhibit in their {canty and meagre
appearance, the marks of an ungracious
and fullen vegetation.

On the right or S.E. of their road, at
the diftance of about twenty miles, the

mountains of Guariano and Miff¢lata rife
' upon

—
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upon the view.—A fight that recallsto
the mind of the experienced Traveller,
and leads him to relate to the ftranger,
the beauty of the vales, the richnefs of
the lands, abounding in corn and oil,
and the fierce inhofpitable difpofition of
the inhabitants, that compels the cara-
van to turn from their dominions, its
dire& and antient road, and take its
courfe among the defolate hills, and
dreary waftes of the fandy and barren

coaft.*

A requeft

# Ben ALI a native of Morocco, who was lately in
England, and of whom an account is given in the Intro-
dudion to Chapter IV. relates, that in proceeding from
Fezzan to Gharien, on his way to Tripoli, he was met by
feveral parties of Arabs, who were robbers by profeffion,
and who rendered the rout fo dangerous, that every indivi-
dual in the caravan was obliged to carry a gun, a brace of

piftols, and a yatagan or fabre. He defcribes the country
as



94 MR LUCASS

A requeft from the Shercef Fouwad
was now made to Mr. LLuc4as for his
confent to encamp that evening in the
neighbourhood of an old Arab, his par-
ticular friend, with whom he had bufi-
nefs to tranfa&t, but whofe refidence was
two hours march to the Southward of
theirroad. They accordingly turned to
the South, and about five o’clock, after
a tedious and difficult paffage among
rocky hills, they approached the tents
of the Arab. The old gentleman, ac=
companied by his two fons and few at-
tendants, came forward to meet them ;
and after exprefiing great {atisfaction at

the

as partially cultivated; and remarks, that it is furnifhed
with few fprings, and is wholly deftitute of rivers,

By his account, the diftance from Fezzan to Gharien is

that of a journey of fixteen days.

He reprefents the rout from Gharien to Tripoli as a fandy
Qefart, and its length as that of a feven days journey.
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the fight of his friend, the Shereef, he

ordered a tent to be cleared for their re=
ception, and in the mean time conducted

‘them to a mat and carpet, which his
fervants had fpfead for them under a
hedge; for, notwithftanding the feafon
of the year, the heat was already trou-
blefome. They had not been feated long
when their hoft invited them to their
tent, in which a number of mats and
carpets were neatly laid.—A fheep was
killed, and {ent to be drefled for their
fuppers; bowls of butter-milk were
brought for their prefent refrefhment,
and barley in abundance was given to
fuch of their cattle as were accuftomed
to that kind of food ; while the camels,
as ufual, were fent to feed among the
hills.

Ateighto’clock the fupperwas brought
to the tent, and was placed before them
in
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s’
in two large wooden difhes. Of thefe

the firlt contained the mutton, which
was boiled, and cut into {mall pieces:
the other was filled with a boiled pafte
of dried barley meal, made up in the
form of an Englith pudding, and fur-
rounded with a great quantity of oil
This difth, which was intended as an ac-
companiment to the mutton, and which
is in much eftimation at Tripoli, is called
bazeen.

While Mr. Lucas tafted of the laft,
and eat with pleafure of the firft of thefe
dithes, and the Fezzaners, with their
ufual difpatch, were devouring the con-
tents of both, the old man and his fons
ftood by to fupply them with water and
butter-muilk; for the rules of the Arab
hofpitality require, that during their

meals the maifter of the houfe fhould .

wait upon his guefls.
' Feb.
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 Feb. 4th. The next morning, at fe-
~ ven oclock, the entertainment was re-
peated, with the fame marks of a kind
and liberal welcome; for the old man is
rich in corn and cattle, and having ob-
tained the charaéter of a Muflfelman
‘Saint, or Maraboot, is, on that account,
exempted from the payment of taxes.

- After amarch of three hours, during
which the route was perplexed, and the
eye fatigued by a continued fucceflion
of rocky hills, the caravan arrived at
the entrance of an extenfive and beau-
‘tiful plain, that every where exhibited
. aluxuriant growth of Olive trees, inter-
mixed with Dates.
- 'The next two hours brought them to
the fea coaft, and to all that now exifts
of the town of Lebida, where, in the
ruins of a temple, and in the much
3 ¢ H more
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more perfect remains of feveral trium-
phal arches, the Traveller contemplates
the magnificence of an antient Roman
colony ; and difcovers, in the beauty and
fertile appearanceof the adjoining plain,
the reafons which led themto chufe, for
a fea-port town, a fituation that fur-
nifhes no natural harbour,

Eaftward of the ruins, forabout five
and twenty miles, the foil, though en- |
tirely unaided by the poor Arabs who
inhabit it, exhibits the fame luxuriant
vegetation; and the fcene is rendered
ftill more interefting by the remains of
a ftupendous aqueduét, which"formetly,g
conveyed to Lebida the water of a dif-
tant hill. WS L onatny: 3

At half an hour after five, and in the
neighbourhood of a miferable village,
the caravan encamped for the night.

Feb.
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Feb. sth. [The next day’s journey,
-which was attended with nothing re~
%grkablc, and during which they fol~
lowed the line of the coaft, brought
them to Zuleteen, an inconfiderable
town, where they found that a boat; to

~ which a part of their baggage was in-
trufted, had been compelled by a ftorm
to depofit her cargo. From this circum-
france, and the neceflity which followed
it, of hiring fix additional camels for
their goods, the departure of the cara-
van on the next day (February 6th) was
retarded till two o’clock in the after-
noon. At the end of the firft hour’s
~_march, they were informed by fome
“friendly Arabs, who were moving their
tents and cattle, for the fake of protec-
tion, to the fuburbs of the town, that
" on the preceding afternoon a party of
the rebel tribe of Hooled Benfoliman,
from the neighbouring hills, had at-
b ol's | H 2 tacked

Wy
\

ok
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tacked a {mall caravan belonging to Me-
furata, and after killing four of the peo-

ple, had carried off the camels and bag-

gage:—and they were alfo informed,
that on that very morning gwd men,
who were going from Mefurata to the
‘market, which is held at fome diftance
from the town, were robbed and killed
bythe fame party. At thisnewsa Coun-
cil was fummoned to determine on. fhc
‘prudence of attempting to proceed ; for
the Shereefs began to diftruft the {uffi--
ciency of that title to anexemption from
the violence of war, on which, when
the danger was diftant, they had {fo con-
fidently relied. The opinion of Mr. L.u-

cas being afked, he qbferved, that as ;
~the party which committed the depre- -

dations were defcribed as not more than

forty or fifty in number, and were con-

fequently much too weak to refift the
detachment that, they muft be fure,

would

|

(ibaidais .

a

R
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would be fent from Mefurata to revenge
the violence of which they had been
“guilty, he had not the {malleft doubt of
‘their being already returned to the re-
fuge of their mountains; butthat at any
‘rate, their own numbers, confidering
how well they were armed, were amply
fufficient to defend them from the at-
""t:acks of fuch petty marauders. Pleafed
: with an opinion which gave them the
“profpect of but little danger, they frefh
 primed their mufkets and piftols, and
-{inging as they went, drove merrily on.

\f - At fix o’clock they encamped upon a
hill direétly oppofite to the enemy’s

* mountains, that werenow within twelve

or fifteen miles; and having lighted, by
~Mr. Lucas’s advice, about feventy fires,
for Wﬁch the dry bruth-wood that was

-near them furnithed the means, they

~had foon the fatisfaétion of obferving,

WiN H 3 that

k) ’
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théf‘the. fires of the enemy, who 'prigﬁa:'

bly miftook them for the troops of Me-

v.‘;.

furata, were all extinguithed.

~ Feb. 7th. The next morning at day-
break, in the midft of a ftorm from the
S. W. of violent rain and wind, they left
the hill; and after a tempeftuous march’
of four hours, they difcerned througlf’

ﬁ'
the heavy atmofphere, which now be-

gan to clear, a party of Wﬁfty or fixty
Arabs upona rifing ground, at a diftance
to the left.—That more were concealed
behind the hill, they had not the fmall--
“eft doubt; but as efcape was 1mpoﬁible,f
and confultation ufelefs, they refolved
unanimouily to make rather than receive
the attack. The Shereef Fouwad took
the command, and having given the'
charge of the camels to the three Ne-
gros and their wives, with orders to drive
them flowly, and keep them clofe toge-

: " ther,

4

|

i
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ther, led on the reft of the party. The
- horfe, gvith the Shereef at their head,
‘,formed' the van, while thofe on _fdot.
were mixed together in a croud, dancing
and fhouting, and twirling their muikets
~ over their heads, and running round
each other like madmen, till they came
within t of their antagoniﬁs?"When_
they ﬁiﬁnly difperfed, and each man
~fquatted down behind a bufh, to fhelter
himfelf and take a f{urer aim. The.
“horfe were now clofe upon the enemy,
and were levelling their pieces at the.
foremoft, when one of the latter laid:
down his muifket, and called to them
not to fire, for they were friends. -

‘A moment’s paufe was followed by a
.~ mutual wpcolleéhon, and they exhablted,-

- on' both ﬁdes, the moft extravagant
marks of joy. ‘They ran round each-

other lhe a flock of frighted fheep, and:
o ® Diipm H 4 | danced
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danced, and fhouted, and twirled their
guns over their heads, till they were
tired, when they fat down and began a
reciprocal congratulation on their fafe-
ty. The ftrangers {aid that they were
herdfmen belonging to Mefurata; that
for want of pafturage near the town,
they had brought their flocks to feed
upon thefe hills; that they were 200

armed men, and that thefy did not fear

the enemy.

~ After this information, and the ex-
change of civilities, the caravan conti-
-nued its journey, and at {ix in the even-
ing arrived at Mefurata.

- The Governor, whofe politenefs and
natural..good fenfe had been improved
by a long refidence in Italy, received Mr.
Lucas with marks of the greateft at-
tention; but exprefled his fear that,

while J‘

o

|
&

o

i

|
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cipal part of the Tripoline army, were
too clofely connected, by intermarriages -
and the force of antient alliance, with -
many of the Rebel Clans, to bring with
them to the battle that fort of zeal which
Government could fafely truft.

Feb. roth. Such was the fituation of
affairs when tge Shereef Fouwad re-
quefted from the Governor, to whom
he was ftrongly recommended by the
Minifter, a public and formal declara-
tion, that if the hoftile Arabs wmﬁd fend
to Mefurata 120 camels, with their dri-
vers, for the conveyance of the mer-
chandize ofthe Shereefs to Fezz::n, both
théy and thexrtatttlghould bep;rfe&ly
fecure. The Governor replied, that by
his own authority alone he could not, '
with either prudence oreffe€t, announce 4
to the Rebel Arabs fuch a ftipulation;
but that he would fummon a Gduncxlc}f A

~ ; the
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the Chiefs of the town, and would pro-
pofe the bufinefs to them, though I'fe
himfelf was perfuaded that thould they
confent to the Shereef’s requifition, as
he hoped they would, the Rebel Arabs
wvere much too cautious to rely on the
good faith of fuch an engagement.

: .

Feb. 11th. The next morning, a
Council of fix of the principal inhabi-
tants, with the Governor as Prefident,
» 'aﬁ"embled in Mr. Lucas’s tent, (for the
Governor’s own houfe was near the fea,
" at the diftance of fix miles from Mefu-
~ rata) and unanimoudly  agreed that a
letter fhould be written by the Gover-
nor, and ﬁgned by himfelf and by all the
Members of the Council, to affure the
. hoftile Arabs, that fuch of their camels
“and of their people, as they might fend
at the requeft of the Shereef, thould
neither be detained or molefted within
vty - the
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the jurifdition of Mefurata. This let-
ter, accompanied by one from the She-
reef, in which he defired to be furnithed
with 120 camels for the carriage of his
goods, wasaccordingly fent on that very
day, by an exprefs, to a rebel province,
inwhich he had many friends,and which
1is called Guady.

~ Feb. 14th. In three days from the
‘time of his departure, the exprefs re-
turned, and brought with him a reply,
in whichthe Arabs obferved that, as the
country was in arms they could not with '
prudence truft their camels from under
their own proteétion, much lefs could
‘they {pare their people. e

Notwithftanding this anfwer, the She-
reef Fouwad conceived that the refufal
of the Arabs was folely dictated by a dif=
“truft of the fort of fecurity which was

offered
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~ offered by the Governor and Council of
Mefurata; for independently of the
doubts which the Arabs mightentertain
of their good faith, it was evident, that
without the fanction of the Bey, who
ccommanded the army, their engage-
ment, at the utmoft, could not extend
beyond their own jurifdi€tion. But if
the Bey himfelf would guaranty the
fafety of the camels and their drivers,
" by granting them a pafs, the Shereef
concluded that the real objetion of the
Arabs would beentirely removed. With
this view, on the 27th of February, the
Shereef and two of his countrymen fet
cout for the camp, which they reached
on the fecond day, as it was not far from
Mefurata; but their trouble was fruit-
lefs, for the Bey could not be prevailed
~on to affent to their propofal.

AlL hopes of obtaining, befor,é‘thc
con-
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conclufion of the war, a fufficient con-
veyance for the goods being thus at an
~end, the Council refolved that, until
peace fhould be eftablithed, the Shereefs
and the other Merchants of the caravan,
fhould be at liberty to warehoufe their
packages in the public ftore-rooms of
the Governor. ' e

- Deprived, in this manner, of all pro-
{pe& of arriving this year at Fezzan, and
doubtful if the ftate of the country
would encourage, or his own fituation
permit the attempt in the Winter, Mr.
Lucas refolved to avail himfelf to the
utmoft of fuch means of information as
- the knowledge of his fellow-travellers
enabled them to afford. !

He had already difcovered that the
little old Shereef Imhammed had been
often employed by the King of Fezzan

as
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as his Fadtor in the Slave Trade; and in
that capacity hadtravelled to Bornou and
different parts of Nigritia; and he now
determined to cultivate his friendfhip
with double folicitude, and by occafional
prefents and frequent converfation, to
draw from him an account of the coun~
tries which he had feen. With this view
he, one evening, took from his pocket
his map of Africa, and after fatisfying
the Shereef’s curiofity as to its nature
and ufe, told him that he once intended
it as a. prefent to the King of Fezzan;
but, that having difcovered in it feveral
miftakes, he now propofed to draw ano-
ther that thould be more correét. ‘The
Shereef replied, that the King would be
highly pleafed with fuch a prefent. Mr.
Lucas faid, that if he would affift him
with an account of the diftances from
place to place, in {fuch parts of the coun=
try as he had vifited, and with their

names
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names in Arabic, and would alfo fatisfy
him as to fuch queftions as he fhould
afk, he would prepare #wo corrected co-
pies of the map, and would give one of
them to the King and the other to him-
felf. - The Shereef was delighted with.
the propofal; and they immediately re-
tired to a {and hill at fome diftance from
the tent, that their converfation might
be unrefervedand uninterrupted. Many
fucceflive days were emploved in the
fame manner; and as Mr. Lucas wrote
down, at the time, the information
which he obtained, he was foon pof-
fefled of fuch an account of Fezzan,
Bornou, and Nigritia, efpecially of the
two former, as much diminifhed the
chagrin of his own difappointment,

- One afternoon, as they fat together
on the cuftomary hill, they were fud-
denly difturbed by the loud {creams and

difmal
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difmal howlings of all the women of
Mefurata—a mode of alarming and col-
leéting the men, which is always prac-
tifed among the Arabs, on the approach «
of thieves, or of an invading enemy.

In a few minutes the town{men were
under arms, and together with the She-
reef Fouwad, the other Fezzaners, and
Mr. Lucas’s Black, went haftily on to
the place where the Rebels were {aid to
have appeared :—there they found that
the women hadbeen deceived. It feems
an afs had ftrayed into a field of barleys;
and as the owner of the corn, who was-
armed, and happened to pafs by at the
time, went into the field to drive out the
~animal, the women miftook him forone -
of the Rebels, and conceiving that many
more were concealed, (for they often
come down from the mountains to fteal
the cattle) had given the ufual alarm.

(e I : In
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In a few minutes, Mr. Lucas and the
old Shereef, who had both continued on
the hill, obferved the Fezzaners coming
fulkily back, and curfing the women for
{o foolith adifturbance, whilft the town{-
men, on the contrary, fired their pieces,
and rejoiced in their difappointment
as much as if they had conquered an
army.

A few days afterwards, a fecond alarm
was given, and with much more reafon
than the firft; for a party of the Rebel
'Arabs, fome on horfeback, and others
on foot, had fuddenly appeared within
two miles of the town, and after killing
two herdfmen, and feizing three Black
flaves, their affiftants, had carried off

fixty goats, fourteen cows, and three ca-
mels.

The attack was made at a time when
moit
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moft of the town{inen were at the mar-
ket, which is held at the diftance of
three miles from Mefurata; and to add
- to their indignation, it was made in a
place which hitherto had been deemed
inviolable; forthe land on which the cat-
tle were feeding was confidered as under
the immediate protection of a departed
gaint, whofe remains were buried there,
and whofe fanctuary, it was thought, no
Muflelman, however accuftomed to rob-
bery and blood, could venture to profane.

March 13th. Letters by exprefs from
the camp were now received by the Go-
vernor, which announced, that in con-
fequence of the Bey’s having entered
the country of the Rebels, and turned
his cattle to pafture in their corn, an
engagement, which foon became gene-
ral, had enfued ; that after a lofs of 150

men, the Rebels had retired to themoun-
12 ~ tains
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tains; and that the Bey, at the expence
in killed and wounded, of not more than
twenty-fix horfe and feventy or eighty
foot, had obtained poffeflion of ten or
twelve thoufand fheep, and of three
hundred camels.

Mr. Lucas congratulated the Gover-
nor on the vitory, who thanked him3
but « I fear,” faid he, fhaking his head,
« that the news requires confirmation.
There was a time, indeed, when the peo-
ple of Tripoli knew how to conquer,
and the Arabs to tremble at the fight of
an encampment.”

March 1 sth. Onthe next day but one,
accounts were brought by different per-
fons who arrived from the camp, that
there had indeed beena fkirmifh, intheir
relationof which they varied much from
cach other; but they all agreed that the

Bey
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Bey had loft the greater number of men,
and that the only cattle which he had
obtained, were a few camels and {ome
theep that theftraggling parties from the
camp had {eized.

Wearied with fruitlefs expectations of
a peace, difappointed in their expedi-
ents, and warned by the increafing heat,
that the feafon for a journey to Fezzan
was already paft, the Shereefs now re-
folved to proceed to the intended places
of their Summer refidence.

The Shereef FFouwad retired to Wa-
dan, his native town; and the Shereef
Imhammed, with tears in his eyes, and
an earncft prayer that he might {ce his
friend Mr. LLucas again in November,
retired to the mountains, where he had
many acquaintance, and could live at a
fmall expence.

13 March

- iy,
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- March 2o0th. A few days afterwards,
Mr. Lucas took leave of the Governor,
to whofe civilities he had been much in-
debted, and having accompanied a {mall
caravan as far as Lebida, embarked in a
coafting veflel at the neighbouring vil-
lage of Legatah, and went by fea to Tri-
poli, where the Bafhaw, upon whom he
waited, and to whom with many ac-
knowledgments he returned the mule,
not only received him with great kind-
nefs, but exprefied his hope that better
fortune would attend him another year.

April 6th. From Tripoli he failed for
Malta, and after a tedious quarantine,
which the fufpicion of the plague at
Mefurata had much prolonged, he took
his departure for Marfeilles, and on the
26th of July arrived in England.

INTRO+



INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 1IV.

AN account has already been given of
the opportunity which the length of
his refidence in Mefurata afforded to Mr.
I.ucas, of obtaining from the Shereef
Imhammed a defcription of the King-
dom of Fezzan, and of {fuch of the coun-
tries beyond it to the South as the She-
reef himfelf had vifited.

But though this intelligent ftranger
had no difcoverable motive for decep~
tion, yet as the folitary evidence of any
individual excites but a dubious belief,

Mr. Lucas was anxious to learn from
I4 the
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the Governor of Mefurata, who had for-

merly travelled to Fezzan, his idea of
the truth of the Narrative. With this

view he afked and received the Gover- .
nor’s permiffion toread to him the me-

morandums that the repeated converfa-

tions of Imhammed had enabled him to

make.

¢« The Shereef’s Account of Fezzan,”
faid the Governor,* my own knowledge
confirms; and many of the particulars
which he relates of Bornou and Cafhna
I have heard from the report of others.
His countrymen fay that he is better ac-
quainted with both than any other in=
dividual among them; and fuch is the
opinion which the King himfelf enter-
tains of his probity, knowledge, and ta-
ients, that to his management is always
cntrufted whatever bufinefs in either of
thofeg
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thofe empires his Sovereign has to tran-
fa&t”

But while Mr. Lucas, with a prudent
and laudable caution, was thus endea-
vouring to afcertain the truth of the
Shereef’s account, another, and perhaps
more decifive teft of its value was fortu-
nately obtained in England.—For, be-
fore the return of Mr. Lucas, or the
arrival of his papers, the Committee of
the Aflociation, aflifted by Mr. Dops-
woRrTH, (whofe refidence of fourteen
years in Barbary had given him a com-
petent knowledge of Arabic) had pro-
cured from Ben Alli, a native of Moroc-
co, at that time in London, an account
of all thofe countries to the South of the
Defart of Zahara, which, in the courfe
of his extenfive Travels as a Merchant,
he had formerly vifited: and though his
remarks appear to be thofe of a fuperfi-

cial
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cial Obferver, who poflefles aétivity of
fpirit rather than energy of mind, and
whofe remembrance of what he {faw is
impaired by the lapfe of near twenty
years; yet, (as will be {feen in the follow-
ing pages) the general conformity of his
defcription of Bornou to that which the

hereef has given, has an obvious ten-
dency to ftrengthen the credit of the
latter.

Thishort account of the nature of the
only external evidence that has yet been
obtained in fupportofthe following Nar-
rative, {fcemed to be due from the Com-
mittee; butinwhat degree that evidence
is impreflive of belief, or what internal
marks of authenticity the Work itfelf
may afford, the judgment of others muft
decide; for on thefe points, it is evident
that each individual muft determine for
himfelf. In forming his opinion, how=

ever,
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ever, it is requifite he thould know, that
while the moft anxious attention has
been given to the faithful prefervation
of the fenfe of the Original, an entire
change has been made in its language
and arrangement; a change which, the
obvious advantage of methodizing con-
verfations, as defultory as they were nu-
merous, of feparating the blended ac-
counts of unconnected objelts, and of
unitinga variety of broken and detached
defcriptions of the fame thing, has una-
voidably occafioned.

CHAPTER






CHAPTER 1V.

Rout from Mefurata.--- Enumeration of the
principal Towns of Fezzan---Account of its
Climate and principal productions--- Defcrip~
tion of the Manners, Religion, and Govern-
ment of its People, their Revenue, Adminiftra-
tion of Juftice, and Military Force.

Frzzan, whofe {mall and circular do-
main is placed in the vaft Wildernefs,
as an ifland in the midft of the ocean, is
fituated to the South of Mefurata. A
journey of eight days, through diftricts
but little inhabited or improved, though
naturally not unfertile, conduéts the

Traveller to the town of Wadan, where
every
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every requifite for the refrethment of
the caravan is found.—From thence, in
five hours, he arrives at the forlorn vil-
lage of Houn, on the edge of the Defart
of Soudah, on who{e black and obdurate
foil, the bafis of which is a foft ftone, no
vegetable but the Talk is feen to grow.
To this tree, which is of the fize of the
{mall Olive, and bears a {prig of yellow
flowers, the huibandman of Fezzan is
indebted for the hard and lemon-colour-
ed wood of which he forms the handles
‘of his tools, and the frames of his larger
inftruments. Having croffed the Defart,
which furnifhes no water, and for the
pafiage of which four days are requifite,
the Traveller accepts the refrefhments
of a miferable village that affords him
nothing but dates of the worft quality,
fome brackifh water, and a{mall fupply
of Indian corn, of the fpecies called Gaf=
fob. From Zéghen, by which name the
| village
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village is diftinguithed, a fingle day con-
duéts him to the town of Sebbah, where
the large remains of an antient cafltle,
built upon a hill, and other venerable
ruins, that in point of extent are com=
pared to thofe of Lebida, imprefs on his
mind the melancholy idea of departed
greatnefs; while, on the other hand,
the humble dwellings of the modern in- -
habitants, and the rich vegetation of
their neighbouring fields, prefent tohis
eye an ample ftore of all thatis requifite
for the fuftenance of man.—Dates, bar-
ley, Indian corn, pompions, cucumbers,
fig trees, pomegranates, and apricots,
and for meaner purpofes, the white
thorn and Spanifh broom are defcribed
as but a part of the numerous vegeta-
bles that reward the induftry of the peo-
ple. The animals in which they moft
abound are faid to be the common fowl,
and
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and the brown long-haired and broad-
tailed fheep.

From Sebbah a journey of two days
tran{ports the Traveller to Goddoua, a
fmall town of {imilar produce ; and from
thence, in two days more,.he arrives at |
Mourzouk, the capital of the kingdomy
of Fezzan.

. This city* is furrounded by a high
wall,which not only furnithes themeans

of

* The capital of Fezzan is fituated on the banks of a

fmall river, and is alfo fupplied with water from a mulutude
of Iprings and wells,

. Being formerly built with ftone, it ftill retains the appel~
lation of a Chriftian Town; and the medley which it pre-
fents to the eye, of the vaft ruins of antient buildings, and
of the humble cottages of earth and fand that form the
dwellings of its prefent Arab mhabxtants, is ﬁngula.lly gm-
tefque and ﬂrange. .

Ben Arvrrn
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of defence, but affords to the Govern-
ment an opportunity of colle€ting, at its
three gates, a tax on all goods (though
provifions are exempted) that are
brought for the fupply of its people.
Its diftance from Mefurata, which bor-
ders on the coat, and with refpect to
which its fituation is nearly South, is
about* 3go miles.

Eaftward of Mourzouk, and fituated
in a diftri¢t of remarkable fertility, is
K the

i - :

% [n this ¢ftimate of difiance, the rate of travelling is fup-
pafed to be twenty-two miles per day: — a conclufion that
avrifes from the time that was employed by Mr. Liucas in tra-
welling from Tripoli to Mefuratay for in that journey of 159
smilesy feven days were confumed; and though ihe caravan
qas detained far a few hours on the Jfea coaft, and was em-
 ployedduring four more in paffing to and from the tents of the
Araby yet thefe Ioiéy were probably compenfated by the extra=
ordinary difpatch with which, in confequence. of their fears
the greatefl part of theiv journey was pesformed,
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the town of Zuécla, in which the rem-
nants of antient buildings, the number
and fize of thecifterns, and the conftruc-
tion of the vaulted caves, intended per-
haps as repofitories for corn, exhibit
fuch veftiges of antient {plendour, as
will probably attract, and may highly
reward the attention of the future Tra-
veller.

To the South of Zuéela, and nearly at
the fame diftance from the capital, is the
town of Jermah, which, like Zuéela, is
_iiiﬁinguiﬂled by the numerous herds,
efpecially of fheep and goats, that are
feen around it; by the various and
abundant produce of its adjacent fields;
and by numerous and majeftic ruins,
that exhibit to the ignorant inhabitants
of its clay-built cottages infcriptions of
which they know not the meaning, and
: veftiges

RS
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veftiges of greatnefs to which they are
perfe&ly indifferent. ‘

Teflouwa, a confiderable town, is alfo
fituated to the Eaftward of the capital;
but {feems to have no claim to particular
attention. Nearthis town, ariver which
the Sherecef defcribes as overwhelmed
in the moving fands, but which he re-
members a deep and rapid {tream, had
formerly its courfe.

More remote from Mourzouk, being
diftant from itina N. E. direction, about
120 miles, is the large town of Temmif-
fa. Here the caravan of Pilgrims from
Bornou and Nigritia, which takes itg
departure from Mourzouk, and travels
by the way of Cairo to Mecca, ufually
provides the ftores of corn and dates,
and dried meat, that are requifite for its

dreary paffage,
K 2 S K,
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+S.E. from the capital, and diftant from
it about fixty miles, is the fmall town of
‘Kattrén, which {feems to be remarkable
for nothing but the quantity which it
breeds of the common fowl, and for the
abundant crops of Indian corn which
the neighbouring lands afford.

~Very differently diftinguifhed is the
town,orrather the province, of Mendrah,
for though much of its land is a conti-
nued level of hard and barren foil, the
quantity of Trona, a {pecies of foffil al-
kali that floats on the furface, or fettles
on the banks of its numerous fmoaking
Jakes, has given it a higher importance

than that of the moft fertile diftricts.
. Of this valuable produce great quan-
tities are annually brought by the Mer-
chants ot Fezzan . to Tripoli, from
whence it is fhipped for Turkey and
’ 3 Tunis,

LRReIE
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Tunis, and the dominions of the Empe-
ror of Morocco. The people of the lat-
ter employ it as an ingredient in the red
dye of the leather, for which they are
famous, and in that of the woollen caps
that are worn by the Arabs and the
Moors as the bafis of theirturbans.

' The fituation of Mendrah is nearly
South from the capital, and is diftant
from it about {ixty miles.,

Tothe account that has been given of
the principal towns of Fezzan, that of
Tegérhyalone remains to be added. It
is but a {mall town, is fituated S. W. of
the capital, about eighty miles, and col-
leéts from its lands but little other pro-

_duce than dates and Indian corn. The
territory of Fezzan, to the Weftward of
the capital, appears to extend but a little

‘way; foron that fide, the fullen barren-
PIesn K3 nefs
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nefs of the Defart, more effectually than
the ftrongeft human power, prefcribes
a limit to the purfuits of Avarice and to
the efforts of Ambition.

Of the fmaller towns of Fezzan, and
of its {cattered villages, the number of
which, including that of the towns, is
faid to be little lefs than one hundred,

the Shereef has given no particular de-
fcription.

The towns themfelves appear to be
chiefly inhabited by hufbandmen and
thepherds; for, though they alfo contain
the Merchants, the Artificers, the Mi-
nifters of Religion, and the Officers of
the Executive Goverhment; yet, the bu-
finefs of agriculture and pafturage feems
to be the principal occupation of the
natives of Fezzan.

a2 . -3 y I
SAMELI 3 & A n
..
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In every town a market for butcher’s
meat, and corn, and fruit, and garden
vegetables, is regularly held. Mutton
and goats flefh are {old by the quarter,
without being weighed : the ufual price
of a quarter of a goat or theep is from
thirty-two to forty grains of gold duft,
or from four to five fhillings of Englith
money. The fleth of the camel, which
is much more highly valued, is com-
monly fold at a dearer rate, and isdivided
into fmaller lots.

The houfes, like thofe of the little
villages in the neighbourhood of Tri-
poli, are built of clay, and are covered
witha flat roof, that is compofed of the
boughs and branches of trees, on which
a quantity of earth is laid. Inartificial
and defeétive as this covering appears,
it is fuited to the climate: for as rain is
never known in Fezzan, the principal

K4 requifites
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requifites of a roof are fhelter from the
dews, and protection from the fan.,.

“The heats of the Summer, which ‘be-
gins in April and continues till Novem-
ber, are {o inten{e, that, from nine in the
merning till fun-fet, the ftreets are fre-
quented only by the labouring people,
and even in the houfes refpiration would
be difficult, if the expedient of wetting
the apartments did not furnifh its falu-
tary aid. Of this torrid clime the fierce-
nefs is chiefly felt from the month of

‘May to the latter end of Auguft; during
which period, the courfe of the wind is
nfually from the E, the S E.the S, or
the 5. W.and though fromthe two latter
points it blows with violence, the heat is
often, fuch jas to threaten inftant fuffo-
cation ; but if it happens to change, as,
for.a few days, it fpnie,times dogs, to the
8 10 3selt O3 wslinoik ad o1 bigk ad \W!
dlnn.a_i
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W. or N. W. a reviving frefhnefs im=
mediately fucceeds. S

The drefs of the inhabitants of Fez-
zan'is fimilar to that of the Moors of
Barbary. The immediate covering of
thebody confifts of a pair of large trow=
{ers, of linen or cloth, which defcends
to the fmall of the leg, and of a fhirt,
which is wide in the fleeves, but loofe
at the breaft, and the fKkirts of which
hang over and conceal the upper part
of the trowfers. Next to the fhirt is
worn a kind of waiftcoat, which in thape
refembles the fhirt, except that it hasno
{lecves, and that it reaches no lower than
¢he waift; and to the waiftcoat is {uper-
added a jacket, with tight {leeves which
extend to the wrift, but which are left
unbuttoned and open from the wrift al-
moft to the elbow. Thus far their drefs
ﬁ'i‘ay be faid to be fimilar to that of a

Britifh
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Britith {feaman, its colour excepted, and’
except too, that the fhirt is not open at
the breaft, that the waiftcoat is not faft-

ened with buttons, but is put on like the

fhirt, and that the bottom of the fthirt

hangs down on the outfide of the trow-

fers.

Over the jacket is worn a loofe robe,
which reaches below the knee, and the
fleeves of which, though wider than
thofe of the jacket, are made in'the fame

form, and, like tliem, are left open at the
wriit. '

A girdle of crimfon filk binds the robe
to the waift; and a long cloth (called a
barakan or alhaique) of the fhape of a
Highlander’s plaid, and worn in the fame
way, is thrown over the whole. The
legs, as far as the calves, to which the

trow{ers
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trow{ers defcend, are covered with a kind
of thort ftockings, which are made of

‘e leather, and are laced like the half boot
of an Englithman. The feet are accom-
modated with flippers; and the head is
protected by a red woollen cap, which is
incircled by the folds of a filk or muilin
turban.

Ample as this cloathing may appear,
the farther provifion of a long cloak
‘with a large hood is often confidered as
requifite. Itis called a burnoofe, and in
fine weather is ufually carried on the
{fhoulder.

Such, when complete, isthedrefs of the
inhabitants of Fezzan. But in the Sum-
mer months thecommon people have no
other covering than the drawers, which
decency requires; and the caps, which
protect their heads from the immediate

action
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action of the fun; for in other refpects
their bodies are completely naked.

- Nature and cuftom have formed their
conflitutions to fuch high degrees of
heat, that any approach to the common
temperamentof Europe entirely deftroys
their comfort; for Mr. Lucas often ob-
ferved, in his journey to Mefurata, that
when the {corching heat of the noon-day
beams had compelled him to feek tbé
fhade, his fellow-travellers, efpecially if
the wind was in the North, laid them-~
felves dewn, upon the fand in the open
fun, in order to receive a double portion
of its warmth; and when, as their cuf-
tom was, they enquired after his health,
they, almoft always, concluded with the
expreflion, ¢ Heack m'andick berd,” we
hope you are not cold.

The difeafes that are moft frequentin
Fezzan
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Fezzan are thofe of the inflammatory,
and thofe of the putrid kind. ‘

* The {fmall-pox is common among the
inhabitants; violent head-achs attack
them in the Summer; and they are often
affliCted with rheumatic pains. 11720

~“Their old women are their principal
phyficians. For pains in the head they
prefcribe cupping and bleeding; for
pains in the limbs they fend their patit
ents to bathe in the hot lakes, which pro-
duce the trona; and for obftinate achs
and ftrains, and long continued ftiffnefs
in the mufcles, they have recourfe, like
the horfe-doctors of Europe and the
phyficians of Barbary, to the application
of a burning iromn. &

' i 21 sgosi
The ufe of the ftrongeft oils, and of
‘ : se Yih o the
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the moft powerful herbs, isalio frequent
among them.

To the nature of their climate the
-greateft part of their difeafes is probably
owing; and to this caufe they are cer-
tainly indebted for the extraordinary
multitude of noxious and of loathfome
animals that infeft their country. Ad-
ders, fnakes, {corpions, and toads, are
the conftant inhabitants of their fields,
their gardens, and their houfes. The
air is crowded with mofquitos; and per-
fons of every rank are over-run withall
the different kinds of vermin that attack
the beggars of Europe; and though in
the Summer the fleas intirely difappear,
the inhabitants are fcarcely f{enfible of
relief.

In their perfons, the natives of Fez-
' Zan
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zan incline to the Negro much more
than to the Arab caft. Thofe who tra-
velled with Mr. Lucas from Tripoli to
Mefurata, and who were fourteen in
number, had fhort curly black hair,
thick lips, flat broad nofes, and a dark#
{kin, which, either from their habitual
naftinefs, the vermin with which they
are covered, or the natural ranknefs of
- their perfpiration, emits the moft nau-
feous and fetid effluvia. They are tall;
but not ftrong ; well fhaped, yet indolent,
inactive, and weak ; and though the She-
reef Fouwad is defcribed as majeftic in
his appearance, yet his countrymen, in
genera], are confidered at Tripoli as a
people of remarkable uglinefs.

In

* The people are of a deep {warthy complexion.
Bex ArLLI.



144 MR LUCAS'S

- Intheir commonintercourfe with each
other all diftinctions of rank appear to
be forgotten; for the Shereef and the
loweft plebean, the rich and the poor;
the mafter and the man, converfc famis
liarly, and eat and drink together.  Ge-
nerous and eminently hofpitable, the
Fezzaner, let his fare be {canty or abun-
dant, is ever defirous that others thould
partake of his meal; and if twenty peo-~
ple thould unexpectedly vifit his dwell-
ing, they muit all participate as far as it
will go. ;

When they fettle theirmoney tranfacs
tions, they fquat down upon the ground,
and having levelled a fpot with their -
hands, make dots as they reckon; andif
they find themfelves wrong, they fmooth
the{potagain, andrepeat the calculation.
All this time the by‘-ﬁandem;:msugﬁ{lf
they have nothing to do with the bufi=-"

nefs,
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nefs, are as eager to put in ‘their word,
and to corre& miftakes, as if the affair
were theirown. Even in common con=
verfation, if they fit without doors, they
level the fand inorder togo on with their
difeourfe, and at every fentence markit
with their ﬁmgers ' R

w.‘, b ’-.]...

T TTL NI
i %Xtenﬁve plain, encompaﬁ'ed by
mountains, the irregular circle of which
~ isinterrupted on the Weft, where it
~ feems to communicate with the Defart,
compofesthe Kingdomof Fezzan. Tothe
influence of the neighbouring helghts
it may poflibly bc owing, that in Fezzan,
as in the Upper Egypt, the fituation of
which is extremely fimilar, no rain is
: ew,vk.aown to fall. ¥ Cus 2
dpenest sy, 0 B
lhbght fand cmﬁatuses the genetli:f“
foil; and fand hills of various formsare.”

feen in particular m;mw
Ry L the
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charaéter of the furface and the drynefs
of the Heavens may feem to announce
an eternal fterility, yet the {prings are {o
abundant, and {o ample a ftore of {ub-
terrancous water is fupplied by the ad-
jacent hcights, that few regions in the
North of Africa exhibit a richer vegeta-
‘tion. From wells of eight or ten feet
deep, with feveral of which every gar-
den and every field are furnifthed, the
“hufbandman waters, at fun-rife, the na-
tural or artificial productions of hisland.
Of thefe the principal are,

The Talk, a tree that in fize referﬁ- 3

bles the fmall Olive. It flowers in yel-
low {prigs, and fupplies the hard and
lemon-coloured wood, from which the
* handles and frames of the Fezzanner's
“inftruments of hufbandry are made

The White Thorn:
g A kind

Ao RS Ao
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- A kind of bruthwood that refembles
the Spanifh broom:

The Date trec, which is common:

The Olive and the Lime, which are de-
{cribed as fcarce; the Apricot, the Po-
megranate, and the Fig:

Indian corn and barley, the two fa-
vourite objeéts of the Fezzanner’s culti-
vation:

W heat, of which but little is raifed:

Pompions or calabafh, carrots, cucum-
bers, onions, and garlick.

Of the fame animals that are raifed in
Fezzan, the Shercef enumerates,

i The
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" its craggy heights, it plunges from the
precipice, and lighting on its hams,with=~
out danger of purfuif, continues till
evening in the vale below: = 1o

A fpeciesof deer of a {maller fize than
the common park deer of England. Its
head, neck, and back, are of a brownith
red; and a pale ftreak of the {fame colour,
running on a white ground, iscontinued
~on each fide from the haunch to the
hoof: the reft of the body is of a clear
and delicate white. Such, if the Fez=
zanners are to be credited, is the clean-
linefs of its temper, or fuch, more pro-
bably, is its diflike to the chill of a wa-
tery foil, that during the autumnalrains,
which fall in the Defarts of Zahara,
where it chiefly inhabits, no traces of
its lying down have ever yet been feen.
In the ftillnefs of the night it often ven-
turesto the corn fields of Fezzan, where,
&) 31 in
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to be reftricted by the influence of opi-
nion, are adminiftered with fuch pater=
nal regard to the happinefs of the people;
the rights of property are fo muchre~
vered, the taxes are {o moderate, and the

- courfe of juftice is directed by fo firmy,
and yet fo temperate a hand, that the
inhabitants of Fezzan (as far as judge-
ment can be formed from the feelings of
thofe who travelled with Mr. Lucas)
are affectionately and ardemlys -attached
to their Sovereign.*

DI &
og3 o1 suot : vwo & (hew

% Ty thefe fontiments of conflant regard and of deep vene-
rition for théiv King, bis acknowledged defeent from the Pra
phet has undoustedly contributed : for fuchy if ‘united to the
temporal power, is the ¢ffeéd of this claim to religious authos

ityy that in Moro, hen in the bour of his wra
Zuﬁtll q;ib: Ei?:per:t":s ‘;{rawn, the fubmg[{).e mﬂzms‘:}b?: :
cbanu or qﬁc:al attendance on ' the Coart prefents to bk fu'r_Jy:

Sretch forth their necks with Jilent and bichbly btfuf%ﬁiﬁtt’ 5
" perfedlly convinced that the firoke of death, when given by fo

Jaered a hand, is an inflant admiffion to Paradife.
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The prefent King, Mohammed Ben
Mohamimied, 1s defecended from one of
thie Shereefs of Tafilet, in the kingdom
of Morocco, who was related to the Re-
galFamily of that empire, and who, a-
bout 400 years fince, obtained poffeflion
of the Crown of Fezzan.

'oFrom that period to the middle of the
prefent century, the kingdom maintain-
ed its Independence; but at the latter .
wxera, the Bathaw of Tripoli invaded it
with a powerful force, laid fiege to the
eapital, defeated, and took the King cap~
tive, and carried him a prifoner to Tri-
poli. For two years the unfortunate Mo-
narch was detained in bondage, butat
the end of that period, on the condition
of an annual tribute of fifty flaves and
ten pounds of gold duft, the Bafhaw re-
ftored him to his Crown.

s
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Till the acceflion of the prefent <ing
of Fezzan, this tribute was faithfully
tranfmitted. But thereigning Sovereign,
confcious of the declining power of Tri-
poli, and of the internal ftrength which
the affe&tion and confidence of his peo-
ple had given to his Kingdom, has gra-
dually diminifhed the amount, and al-
tered the nature of the acknowledge-
ment; for it now confifts in an occafional
pfefent of a few flaves, and of a pound
or two of gold duft, and is rather the
compliment of a trading State to the
Kingdom in which its principal com-
modities are fold, than a proof of poli-
tical dependence. Still, however, the
expreflion of my Kingdom of Fezzan is
in frequent ufe with the reigning Bathaw
of ‘Tripoli, who is the grandfon of the
Conqueror; nor has the dependence of

the
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the former State on the latter been ever
direé&tly renounced.*

"'In Fezzan, as in all the Countries in
which the Mahometan Faith is eftablifh-
ed, the defcendants of the Prophet are
confidered as a diftin& and highly pri-
vileged order. Their property is facred;
their perfons are inviolable; and while
the colour of their turbans, and the re-
vered title of Shereef, announce to the
people the auguft dignity which they
bear, they derive fromthe hereditary na-
ture of their privileges 2 high degree of
permanent influence, and fometimes of
dangerous power.}

Among

* * When | was at Fezzan, about twen.y years ago, the
altual government was committed to an Alcaid, who re-
¢eived his annual appointment from the Bafhaw of ITripoli.
Ben ALl
1 In Morocco, as in Fezzan, the Founder of the reigning
‘ Jfamily was indebted for the diadem to the refpec? and reverence
which the title of Shereef beflows.
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indolence of a religious life; butalarger
proportion is engaged in the active con-
cerns and progreflive purfuits of coms
merce: for, in general, the defcendants
of Mahomet, following the example of
their great anceftor, are either Princes or.
Merchants.

g P R I

{Fhe Revenue of Fezzan is compofed of
a variety of branches, the principal of

which are,
Yo 1t 1 ” .”
1ft, A tax on towns and villages, at
the rate of from 100 to soo mitkals each.
Thenumber of towns and villages is efti-
mated at 100; and the value of a mitkal
at about ten ﬂnllmgs Englith: confe_
quently, the tax on each town and vd-

lagg is from sol. to 250l. fterling.

bod ¢ 2
2d A tax on every camel’s loa.d of

g0oods, (provifions for the market ex

cepted)

(1§
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In this view of the currency of Fez-
zan, the {mall fractions that would be
requifite to render it perfectly accurate
are omitted.

A mitkal is 675 piaftres of Tripoli, or
a fraGion more than 70s. 17d. fterling,
and confequently it exceeds, by a frac-
tion, the amount of 20 xarobes.

The grains of Fezzan are of the fame

* weight as in England, but the okea, or
ounce of Fezzan, is very different, for it
contains 640 grains; whereas the Englifh
M2 ounce

———n e ot e e s

B Mr. Lucas found by his medicine [cales, that the pea
called habbat ell goreth, which is ufed in Fezzan for a weight
of four grains, is exallly equal to four grains Englifb. ;

In .England one grain of gold is worth 2d.—one penny=
weight is worth 4s.—and one ounce is worth 4l. flerling.
' Rxzs’s Edition of Chambers's Ditionary, Article « Gozp.™
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ounce contains but 480, which is a fourh
lefs.

A Fezzan ounce of gold therefore, or
640 grains, at 1id. per grain, muft be
worth in Fezzan 4l.

And an Englith ounce of gold, or 480
grains, at 1+d. per grain, muft be worth
in Fezzan 3l

Ameng the circumftances for which
the natives of Fezzan, who travelled
with Mr. Lucas, confidered their Sove-
reign as eminently diftinguifhed, they
often mentioned his juft and impartial,
but fevere and determined adminiftra-
tion of juftice ; and as a proof of the af-
cendancy which, in this refpect; he has
acquired over the minds of his fubjects,
they defcribed the following cuftom :—
If any man has injured another, and re-

E fufes
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fufes to go with him to the Judge, the
complainant, drawing a circle round the
oppréfior, folemnly charges him in the
King’s name, not to leave the place till
the Officers of Juftice, in fearch of whom
he is going, fhall arrive: and fuch (if
they are to be credited) is, on the one
hand, his fear of the punifhment which
is infli¢ted on thofe who difobey the in-
_jun&ion, and {o great, on the other, is
his dread of the perpetual banifhment
which, if he feeks his fafety by with-
drawing from the kingdom, muit be his
inevitable lot, that this imaginary pri-
fon operates as a real confinement, and
the offender fubmiffively waits the arri-
val of the Officers of the Judge.

Small offences are punifhed by theba-
ftinado: but thofe of a greater magni-
tude fubjeét the convi, according to

the different degrees of guilt, to the pe-
nalty
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nalty of a fine, of imprifonment, or of
death.——Shereefs, like the Nobility of
other States, are fometimes punifhzd, as

was mentioned before, by the pain of dif-

honour; in which clafs of punifhments,

the moft dreaded, becaufe the moft re-

proachful, istheindignity of having duft
heaped upon their heads.

Totheirinfulated and remote fituation,
and to their natural barrier of defolate
mountains and dreary waftes of fand,
much more than to military ftrength,

the people of Fezzan are indebted for
their {fecurity.

Trufting to this natural defence, their
towns are without guards, and, their ca-
pital excepted, are without walls; nor
have they any regular ftanding force;
yet the Shereef conceives that 15 or
20,000 troops might, upon an emergen-

CY>»
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cy, be raifed. The only expedition of a
military nature that has happened within
his remembrance, was undertaken on

the following account :—

South-Eaft of the capital, at the dif-
tance of 150 miles, is a wide and fandy de-
fart, entirely barren, and opprefied with
a {uffocatin g heat. Immediately beyond
this defart, the width of which is about
200 miles, the mountains of Tibefli, in-
habited by a wild and favage people of
that name, begin to take their rife. Fe-
rocious in their manners, free-booters
in their principles, and fecure, as they
thought, inthe natural defences of their
fituation, thefe independent mountain-
eers became the terror of the caravans

which traded from Fezzan to Bornou;
and which are obliged to pafs the Weft-
ern extremity of the Defart. But at

length, having plundered a caravan
M 4 which
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which belonged to the King himfelf,
and having killed about twenty of his
people, their conduét provoked his re-
- fentment, and determined him to re-
venge the infult. With this view he
immediately raifed a fmall army of from
3 to 4,000 men, the command of which
he g‘avc to an able and active Magifirate,
announcing, by that appointment, that
he fent thein? not to fubdue a refpecta-
ble enemy, but to punifh an aflfemblage
_of plunderersand affaflins. Having com-
pleated the difficult paflage of the de-
fart, and having gained the firft afcent
of the mountains, they proceeded with-
out oppofition, tillat length the natives,
who waited in ambufh, rufhed upon
th’e’rﬁ, and with the ‘bows and arrows,
and lances, \_vith which they were armed,
began a furious aflault: but the inftant
that the foremoft of the foldiers had
given their fire, the mountaineers, more
fiodd alarmed
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alarmed at the dreadful founds which
they heard, and at the imagined light-
ning which they{aw, than terrified with
theflaughter that wasmade, threw down
their arms, and flying with great preci-
pitation, abandoned, to the mercy of the
vi¢tors, their houfes and their helplefs.
inhabitants. The next morning, a de-
putation from the natives, of their prin-
cipal people arrived at the camp, with
humble intreaties that their wives and
children might be {pared, and an offer,
on that condition, to fubmit to any terms
which the Alcaid fhould defire to im-
pofe. The Alcaid accordingly demand-
ed, and received, as hoftages for their
future condudt, twenty of their princi-
pal people, with whom, and with all the
plunder which the country afforded, he
returned in triumph to Fezzan. There
“the King entertained them with kind-

nefs, and under a promife that their na-
tion
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tion thould acknowledge him as their
Sovereign, and fhould annually pay to him
a tribute of twenty camel loads of fenna,
made them wvaluable prefents ; and with
ftrong impreflions on their minds, of the
generous treatment which they had re-
ceived, fent them back to Tibeiti.

From that period no attempt to moleft
his caravans has been made by the moun-
taincers; and though they neither ac-
knowledge the King of Fezzan for their
Sovereign, nor pay him any tribute, yet
they bring the whole of their fenna to

‘Mourzouk for fale, where it is purchafed

to great advantage by the King, and is
afterwards fold, on his account, at the
market of Tripoli.

Anoccafional vifit to the Courtof Fez-
zan is paid by their Chief, who is always
received with great hofpitality; and after

a re-
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a refidence of a few weeks, is difmiffed,

with a prefent of a long robe.

The valesof Tibefti are fertile in corn,
and pafturage for cattle, of which they
have numerous herds, and are particu-
larly celebrated for their breed of camels,
which are efteemed the beft in Africa.
For this fertility they are indebted to the
water of the innumerable {prings that
amply compenfate for the want of rain,
which feldom, if ever, falls within the
Jimits of Tibefti. '

Huts of the fimpleft conftruétion (for
thevare formed of {takes driven into the
ground in a circular arrangement, and
covered with the branches of trees and
bruthwood intermixed) compofe the
dwellings of the people.

In return for the fenna and the camels

which
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which they fell in Fezzan, they bring
back coral, alhaiks, or barakans, Impe-
rial dollars, and brafs, from the two laft
of which articles they manufacture the

rings and bracelets which are worn by
their women.

Among the natives of Tibeftidifferent
religionsare profefled; for fomeof them
are Mahometans, and others continue

attached to their antient {yftem of Ido-
latry.

CHAPTER



CHAPTER V.

Mode of Travelling in Africa.

'THE mode of travelling in Africa is
{fo connected with the commerce, and
therefore with the manners of its prin-
cipal nations, that without fome know-
ledge of the jformer, a defcription of the
two Jatter cannot be clearly underftood.

In that divifion of Africa which lies
to the North of the Niger, the {feafon for
travelling begins with the month of Oc-
tober, and terminates with the month of

March, During this period, the tempe-
rature
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rature of the air, though ftrongly affect-
‘ed by the degree of latitude, the eleva-
tion of the land, the diftance of the fea,
and the direétion of the wind, is compa-
ratively cool; and in fome places, as in
. the neighbourhood of Mount Atlas, and
on the Coafts of the Mediterranean, oc-
cafionally exhibits the phenomena of:
an European Winter. At Tripoli, the
Thermometer is fometimes {een at the
- goth degree of Farenheit’s fcale ; and on
the 311t of December,in the year 1788, it
was obferved, at nine in the morning, to
have fallen within four degrees of the
freezing point; a coldnefs that was fol-
lowed by a {light thower of fnow.

In all countries, the animals which
Nature and the attention of man have
provided for the conveyance of the Tra-
veller, and for the tranfit of his mer-

chandize, are {uited to the charaéer of
the
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the {oil, and to the {moothnefs or ine-
quality of its furface. Of the {oil of
Africa, to the North of the Niger, the
prevailing charaéteris {and; and though
in the neighbourhoeod of rivers, and in
all thofe diftri¢ts which receive from the
adjacent mountains, the advantage of
numerous {prings, the fand is blended
with a vegetable mould, yet the ground,
in general, is remarkably foft and dry.
In general, too, the furface of the land,
though in fome places broken by naked
rocks, and fwelling, in others, to moun-
tains of confiderable magnitude, may be
regarded as comparatively level.

To fuch a country the camel is pecu-
liarly fuited; for his broad and tender
foot, which flides on a wet furface, and

18 injured by the refiftance of ftones, is
Obferved to tread with perfeé fecurity

and eafe on the dry and yielding fand:
and
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and while, from the fame circumftances
inits ftructure, his hoof is incapable of
faftening, with any fir<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>