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INTRODUCTION.
1

THE Narrative of the Proceedings of

the SOCIETY that was formed in the year

1788, for the purpofe of Promoting the

Difcovery of the Inland Diftricts of

Africa, was written, at the requeft of

hi-sColleagues, by one of the Members
of the Committee of that ASSOCIA,TlPN;

and is now printed at the defire, and for-

the ufe of the SOCIETY. But as it may
alfo be read by perfons unacquainted

with the Origin and Object of the Un-

dertaking to which it relates, the follow-
I

ing Paper, as defcriptive of both, is re...

publifhed for their information.

B
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OF THo!,;

ASSOCIATION.

OF the objects of inquiry which en.
gage our attention the moft, there are
none, perhaps, that fo lTI1Jchexcite con-
tinued curiofity, from childhood to ag.e;
none that the learned and unlearned fo
equally with to inveftigate, as the na-
ture and hiftory of thofe parts of the
world, which have not, to our know-
ledge, been hitherto explored. To this
defire the Voyages of the late Captain
Cook have fo far afforded gratification,
that nothing worthy of refearch by Sea,

B 2 the



BE,A,N OF THE

-:theE.oles,themfelves excepted; remains
,1:-0 be exaluined.. But by Land, the ob-
je~$.,of Difcoveryare Ilill fo vaft, as to
include at leaft a third of. the habitable

" . .'

[urface of the earth: for much of j\;fia,
-a fiilllarger proportion of .America, a94
almoft the whole of Africa, are unvifi\~d

, I

and unknown.

~ :.1 {
. "In Afia there are few extenfi ve diftricrs·

'if

of which we are wholly ignorant; but
r . ,~.

there are many-of whichwe are inlp~;-
fe¢fly informed; and to our knowledge of
.feveral of thefe, the expected publication
• ~ '. \,' f -

.of.the Travels of Mr. Fofter, in the fer-
· . .. ..,.y~~p.9£ the Eaft .India .Company. may
.:hrjngtnate,rial improvement, For, about

• A • L.., • . I" 't """

.three years fince, in returning from Hin-.'., .., .". . • , . .' . • "1 T)

_,do{tan to .Ellrop~·, he. jravelled by .the
· 1-, _.._I ~ • • J\ .. - (. J I

,:way.of )"aldong,._Jummoo, Cafhmire,
', A .... I "." .!.:" '" ~ A '- .). '.. ~ • f ~', I ~ 4 \ 'J I

;,ft,~b~~}.~.fI:rat,:and. the 9~~~iari Sea'; atl_d
, . ,_ ..... '" . '- ~ I " t

~,!h:q~~~}l1.~.C;:~~~~,~~,ro)f~aMoorifh ~e~-.
. .... - , - chant,

l~.,.:



-,"" :~"-".='============~
'charl't,' a 'difguife which the nature of
the journey compelled him to affume,
(,;¢ot1ld not permit him to depart fo far
:it·bh1'the ufage 'of Afia, as to make a
'(ltlhght ofthe country, or to writeany
I, ,

other than fhort mernorandums ias he
;:,11 '. j • •

'paffed, yet, if we may judge -frorn the
opportunities he had of- informati'oll',
his .Narrative 111Uft be important. It

.;.,... J "',/" , \' .' .' _. _..... '-
'will probably thew the lTIanners' and
~ l r 1 ~. ....
'cufioms, and military 'ftrength of the
': ')(' i' . ~ - . , ., _

populous tribes that inhabit the moun:"
:t~in:s:OJ~'the' :N:orth of Lahore': it pro-

" . ' -
mifes to gratify the eagernefs which all

., J 1 : ' , ~ \

men exprefsro acquire a knowledgeof
\._ 'I -

,.!!le,fequeftcnid and unexplored, though
~ • ( J' \

celebrated Country of Cafhmire: and
? i l~ ~ A . • , ! •

there is reafon 'to 'fuppofe, 'that it will,..;, ~f t - •

'~alfo'defcribe the rifing Empire of the,..,:u II,.' ,', t

f~eiks, the conquerors of Zabeta Cawn,
,-~~~~r~~~e,;i~~jsof Abdaila:·· Should this
be thi~·~~te:t~v~'~lilllea~d tIle' hiftoryof

,,1.11);,1..-), .
'B 3. an



PLAN.OF THE

an" Empire that already extends from
the river Artok, the weftern branch of
the Indus, to the banks of the jumma ,
and poffibly too we may alfo be told the
particulars of a Religion, which, accord-
ing to the accounts received,. profefles
to bring back the Hindoos from the
idolatrous veneration of images to the
purity of their primitive faith" the WOf-

fhip of One God: a Re1igion,. which is .
faid to afcribe to its Founder, Nanock,
who died about 200 years fince, a facred
character, by fuppofing that he was
Brimha, and ~hat this .was his laft ap~
pearance upon earth: a Religion, which
its. Followers, in contradiction to the
former uniform practice of the Believers
in the Shafter, endeavour to make uni-
verfal, and with a .zeal which.refernbles
the Mahometan, conftantly enforce by,

the fword.

Tov " •



Ass6C JAT1()N.
;.

To our knowledge of America, a large
and valuable addition may foon he ex-
pected , for feveral of the inhabitants of
Canada had the fpirit, about two years
fince, to fend, at their own expence,
different 'perfons to traverfe that vaft
continent, from the river St. Lawrence
weftward to the oppofite ocean.

While, in this manner, the circle of
our knowledge with refpect to Afia and
America is gradually extending .itfelf,
and advancing towards perfection, fome
progrcfs has been rnade in the difcovery
of particular parts of Africa: for Dr.
Span"man's Narrative has furnifhed irn-
portant information, to which will
foon be added that of Mr. Patterfon,
whofe account of his Travels and Oh·
fervations in the Southern Parts of Africa
is already in the Prefs , and if a defcrip-
tion of the frill more extended Travels

B4 of
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of, Colonel' Gordon, the prefent-Com-
mander of-the Dutch Troops at the Cape.
of Good Hope, fhould be 'given to the
Public, the fouthern extremity of the,
African Peninfula may perhaps be juftly
confidered as explored. Mr. Bruce alto,
it is [aid, .is preparing for the Prefs an
accountof the knowledge which he has
obtained on the eaftern fide of that quar-
ter of the globe.v

'But notwithflanding the progrcfs of
difcovery on the coafts and borders of that
vail: continent, the map of its Interior is
:Q:illbut a wide extended blank, on which
the Geographer, on the authority of Leg
Africanus, and of the Xeriff Edriffi-the
Nubian' Author, has traced, witha he;
fitating hand, a few namesofunexplored
rivers. and of uncertain nations. ~.' '.~)....

,.. ... " \.. .......
..... .. ~

. " ~ ~ . . .... -"' :,,, ...:.~(>
- • 'Mr. PATT'iRSON'S and- l'i1r:BRlJCE's'Trave!s are
1)0.\'1(; publithed.



-The courfe of the Niger,' the ptaccs3e
its rife and termination, and even its'ex~
illense as a feparate flream, areItill unde ..
terrnined. .Nor has our knowledgeof the'
Senegal and.Gambia rivers improved op<;.
onrhat of De Ia Brue and Moorejt for'
thollgh fince their time half acentury has:

. elapfed, -the:Falls of Felu on the firtt of
there tworivers, and thofe of Baracouda
on the laft, are Hill the limi ts of difcovery ~

Neither have ~ve profited by the 111-
formation which we have long poffeffed;
th at even on the weftern coafts.of Africa;
the Mahometan faith is received in many
extenfive; diftricts, 'from the 'Tropic- of
Cancer .fouthward to the Line.' 'That. .~ . ,

the Arabic, which the, Muffelman Priefls., ',' .

gfflltc9.1.}l,1tries underftand, furnifhes an
eafy accefs , to .fuch knowledge as, the
~et~ern Africans arc able to fupply, is
perfectly obvious, as It aYfe/is) that rhofe
,.~. • '.L;~ ,,'~, ~ , • ",. _ _ _ • ...

._Africans
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Africans mutt, from the nature of their
Religion, poflefs, what the Traders to
the coaft afcribe to them, an intercourfe
'with Mecca. But although thefe cir ...
cumftances apparently prove the prac-
ticability of exploring the Interior Parts
of Africa, and would much facilitate the
execution of' the Plan, yet no fuch ef ...
forts have hitherto been made. Certain
however it is, that, while we continue:
ignorant of fo large a portion of the
globe, that ignorance muft be confidered
as a degree of reproach upon the pre-
fent age.

Senfible of this ftigma, and defirous
ef refcuing the age from a charge of ig-
norance, which, in other refpects, be-
longs fo little to its character, a few in-
dividuals, fir ngly impreffed with a con-
viCtion of the practicability and utility
of thus enlarging the fund of human

knowledge,
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knowleclge,·have formed the Plan of an
Aflociation for Promoting the Difcovery
of the Interior Parts of Africa.

The nature of their Eftablifhment will
heft appear from the following account
of their proceedings.

At an ADJOURNED MEETING of tile
SATURDA v's CL UB, at the St. Alban's Ta-
";)frn, on the 9th of June, 178S,

PRESENT,

EARL OF GALLO\VAY, .
LORD RA'WDON,
GENERAL CON\.VAY,
SIR ADAM FERGUSSON,

SIR JOSEPH BANKS,
SIR \VILLIAl\1 FORDYCE,
MR. PlJLTNEY,
MR. BEAUFOY,
MR. STUART:

ABSENT



"

:J"Z

:ABstNT MEMBERS.' '_ .: ,I::'.~

BISHOP OF LANDAFf.,.,
J~ORD CARYSFOR T,
SIR JO~N SINCLAI.R ..,

• r: t-... - .... ,...i.jI., ..,.

RESOLVED,"
'Co _" ..... .., "".,\

~ .......l,

That as no fpecies oi' ini~~lnat1Jii':fs
more ardentlydefi~ed,,~'r'm;rd g~neia1i1
ilfeful, than that: which improves: ti{e
fcience of Geography; arid 'as tl~e~~ii:
Continent p(,.AfriCa, notwithftanding
the efforts'oft:he Antients, and the'llviilie~

_.. ~", .-...... '. I ~

of the Moderns, is frill in a g'reit mei-
fure unexplored, the Members of this
_. '. ... 'i' "

Club do formfhemfelvesinto all .Affo-
ciation for p;oqioting the Di{cov~ry~t

; _!....1 .. ,..._' ,. _ o!. , .J .,' "

the Inland Parts of that Quarter of the
World:
L , , .

~ ...~
I..~ .. )lJ .1,.. ... ~

.t That, for-the faid purpofe, each Men,l-
• '..... L ._~ _ ,_. '. _. J. _. _' _ • ;, -;. .... "J.

ber do fubfcribe Five..Guineas a.year,
) j. • ~ ..... ;. ....... ~... • - •• f .. ~ ",. .. j' c;... .... "" ... t:

(or~three years; and that at, or after that
period,
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period, anyMembervon giving a year's
notice, may withdraw himfelf from the
Aflociation :: :.. ,

/I'hat during the firft twelve months
from the prefent day, each-?f the ~enl-
bel's of the Club be allowed to recom-
mend, for the approbation of'rhe Club,
fuch of his Friends as he fhall think

~. . . ' .

proper to be admitted to the new Affo-. ' .
ciation; but that after that time all ad~

~.' 1,', '," 'j.. . i

ditional Members be elected by a Bali6t
of th~ Affociation at large: ' :

)

,!h-~t ~ ?o.mll?ittee, confifring of !a:~il~
cretary, Tneafurer, and three Affiftirig

-, ';- \ S I I ) " \

Members, be 'chofen by Ballot; .." ,~
\', ~;;-

, I ~'

That the [aid Committee do prepare
and fubmit to the confideration of the
Me~bers, at theirnext meeting, ·[uch
Rules as they: fuall think requifite fO~

., ., '" . . ':,-'-th~,
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t1J€ effectualattainrrrentof the object of
the new Inftitution, and for its good go",:,
vernment:

That the Committee be entrufled.with
the choice of the perfonswho arc to be
Cent on the Difcovery of the Interior
Parts of .Africa, together. with the So-
'ciety's Correfpondence, and the Manage ...
ment of its Funds:

That the Committee fhall not difclofe,
except to the Members of the Affocia ....
tion at large, fuch intelligence as they
fhall, from time to time, reeei ve from
the perfons who Ihall be fent out on the
bufinefs of Difcovery:

That 'on the reeei pt of any in terefting
intelligence from, any of the faid per ...
fons, the Members of the Aflociation
fhall be convened by Letters from the

Secretary;



.AS SOCIATTON:

secretary; and that fuch parts of the faid
intelligence as, in the opinion of the
Committee; may, without endangering
the object of their Affociation, be made'
public, fhall be communicated to the
Meeting:

That an Account of all Monies paid
and received fhall, on the laft Saturday
in the month of May in each year, he
fubmitted to the confideration of the So..
ciety at large, by the Treafurer:

That the Members of the Committee
be chofen by Ballot, on the firft Saturday
in themonth of May in each year.

The preceding Refolutions having
been agreed to by all the Members pre-
Ient, they proceeded on the fame day,

the
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the 9th of June; 1788, In purfuance of
their Fourth Refolution, to chufe a Com-
mittee by Ballot, and the following per-
fons were elected :

LORD RAWDON,
BISHOP OF LANDAFF,
SIR JOSEPH BANKS,
MR. BEAUFOY~
:MR. STUART.



CHAPTER r.

Proceedings of the A.J!ociation,from the Time if
its EJlablijhment, to that of the Departure of
Mr. LEDY ARD.

THE Aifociation for Promoting the'
Difcovery of the Interior Regions of
Africa was formed on the 9th of June,
in the year I788; and on the fame day
a Committee of its Members was invefl-
eel with the Direction of its Funds, the
ManagelTIentof its Correfpondence, and
the choice of the Perfons to whom the
Geographical Miffion fhould be affign-
eel.

Naturally anxious for the Ipeedy at~
tainment of the important objeCt thus

C 'reCOlll-
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recommended to their care, an object
made doub~J i,:~terefting by the confi-
deration of its Having engaged the at-
tention, and baffled the refearches of the
moil: inquifitive and moft powerful na-
tions of antiquity, the Managers pro-
ceeded with the utmoft ardour to the
immediate execution of the Plan.

Two Gentlemen, whofe qualifications
appeared to,be eminent, propofed to un-
dertake the Adventure.

One of them, aMr. LEDY ARD~ was an
American by birth, and feemed from his
youth to have felt an invincible defire
'to'rnake himfelf acquainted with the
unknown, or imperfectly ducovered re-
gions of the globe. For feveral years
he had lived with the Indians of Ameri-

I

ca, had ftudied their manners, and had
practifed in their fchool the means of

obtaining
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obtaining the protection, and of recom-
mending himfelf to the favour of Sa-
vages. In the humble fituation of a
Corporal of Marines, to which he fub-
mitted rather than relinquifh his pur-
fuir, he had made, with Captain Cook,
the Voyage of the World; and feeling
on his return an anxious defire of pene-
trating from the North Wefi:ern Coaft
of America, which Cook had partly ex-
plored, to the Eaftern Coaft, with which
he himfelf was perfectly familiar, he
determined to traverfe the 'vail: Conti-
nent from the Pacific to the Atlantic
Ocean.

His firft Plan for the purpofe was that
of embarking in a veflel which was then
preparing to fail, on a Voyage of Com-
mercial Adventure, to Nootka Sound, on
the Weftern Coaft of America; and with
this view he expended in fea ftores, the

, C '2 greateft
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greatefr part of, the money which his
chief benefactor Sir Jofeph Banks'(whofe
generous conduct the Writer of this
Narrative has often heard him acknow-
ledge) had liberally fuppliecl. But the
fcheme being fruftrated by the rapacity
of a Cuftom-houfe Officer, who hac
feized and detained the veffel for reafons
which C?11 legal inquiry proved to be fri-
volous, he determined to travel over
land to Kamfchatka, from whence, to the
Weftern Coaft of America, the paffage
is extremely fhort. With 110 more than
ten guineas in his purfe, which was all
that he had left, he croffed the Britifh
Channel to Oftend, and by the way of
Denmark and the Sound, proceeded to
the capital of Sweden, from which, as
it was Winter, he attempted to traverfe
the Gulph of Bothnia on the ice, in or-
der to reach Kamfchatka by the fhorteft
way; but finding, when he carne to the

middle
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middle of th-e fea, that the water was
~10tfrozen, he returned to Stockholm,
and taking his courfe Northward, walk-
ed into the Arctic Circle; and pailing
round the head of the Gulph, defcended
on its Eaftern fide to Peteriburgh.

There he was foon noticed as an ex-
traordinary man. Without itockings, or
fhoes, and in too lunch poverty to pro-
vide himfelf with either, he received
and accepted an invitation to dine with
the Portugueze Ambaffador. To this in-
vitation it was probably owing that he

,
Was able to obtain the fum of twenty
guineas for a bill on Sir Jofeph Banks,
which he confeffed he had no authority
to draw, but which, in conilder.ation of
the bufinefs that he had undertaken,
and -of the progrefs that he had made,
Sir Jofeph, he believed, would not be
unwilling to pay. To the Amba:ffador's
intereft it might alfo be owing that he

C 3 obtained
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obtained permiffion to accompany a de-
tachment of Stores which the Emprefs
had ordered to be fent to Yakutz, for the
ufe of Mr. BIllings, an Englifhman, at
that time in her fervice.

Thus accommodated, he travelled
Eaftward through Siberia, fix thoufand
miles, to Yakutz, where he was kindly
received by Mr. Billings, whom he re-
mern bered 011 board Captain Cook's Ihip,
in the fituation of the Aftrol1omer's Ser-
vant, but to whom the Emprefs had now
entrufted her fchemes of Northern Dif-
covery.

From Yakutz he proceeded to Ocza-
'kow, on the coaft of the Kamfchatka fea,
from whence he meant to have paired
over to that peninfula, and to have em-
barked on the Eaftern fide in one of the
Ruffian veflels that trade to the Wefl:ern

fhores
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fhores of America; but finding that the
navigation was completely obftructed by
the ice, he returned again to Yakutz,
in order to wait for the conclufion of the
vVinter.

Such was his fituation when, in con-
fequence of fufpicions not hitherto ex-
plained, or refentments for which no
reafon is affigned, he was feizec1, in the
Emprefs's name, by two Ruffian foldiers,
who placed him in a fledge, and con-
veying him, in the depth of Winter,
through the Defarts of the Northern
Tartary, left him at Iaft on the Fron-
tiers of the Polifh Dominions. As they
parted they told him, that if he returned
to Ruffia, he would certainly be hanged;
but that if he chore to go back to Eng-
land, they wifhed him a pleafant jour-
ney.

In
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In the midft of poverty, covered with
rags, infefted with the ufual accompa-
niments of fuch c1oathing, worn with
continued hardfhip, exhaufted by dif-
eafe, without friends, without credit,
unknown, and full of mifery, he found
his way to Koningfberg.s-e There, in
the hour of his uttermoft diftrefs, he
refol ved once more to ha v.e recourfe to
his old Benefactor, and he luckily found
a perfon who was willing to take his
draft for five guineas on the Prefident
of the Royal Society.

With this afliftance he arrived in Eng-
Iand, and immediately waited on Sir Jo:-
feph Banks, who told him, knowing his
temper, that he believed he could re-
commend him to an adventure almoft
as perilous as the one from which he
had returned; and then communicated
to him the wifhes of the Affociation for
.. ~ M; ••

Dif ..
• \ _4
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Difcovering the Inland Countries of

Africa.

LEDYARD replied, that he had always
.determined to traverfe the Continent of
Africa as foon as he had explored the
Interior of North America; and as Sir
Jofeph had offered him a Letter of In-
troduction, he came directly to the Wri-
ter of thefe Memoirs. Before I had
learnt from the note the name and bufi-
nefs of my Vifitor, I was ftruck with
the manlinefs of his perf on, the breadth
.of his cheft, the opennefs of his coun-
tenance, and the inquietude of his eye.
I fpread the map of Africa before him,
and tracing a line from Cairo to Sennar,
and from thence Weftward in the lati-
tude and fuppofed direction of the
Niger, I told him that was the route, by
which I was anxious that Africa might,
:i.f pofiib~e, be explored. He [aid, he

(hould
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ihould think himfelf fin-gularly fortu-
nate to be .entrufled with the Adven-
ture. I afked hi111when he would fet
out ] "TO-lnorrow morning," was .his
anfwer, I told him Iwas afraid that we
fhould not be able, in fo fhort 'a time, to
prepare .his inftructions, and to procure
for him the letters that were requifite;
but that if .the Committee Ihould ap-
prove of his propofal, all expedition
fhould be ufed.

Such is the hiftony, and fuch were-the
qualifications of one of .the perfons
whom the Committee engaged in its

fervice.

Theother, Mr. LUCAS, had been rent,
when a boy, to Cadiz, in Spain, for edu-
cation as a merchant, and having the
misfortune, on his return, to be cap-
tured by a Sallee Rover, was brought as

a flave
•
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a ilave to the lInperial1..Court of Mo-
rocco.

Three years of captivity preceded his
refloration to freedom, and his confe-
quent departure for Gibraltar ; where,
. at the requeft of General Cornwallis, he
accepted the offices of Vice-Conful and
Charge d'Affaires in the Empire of Mo-
rocco; and had the fatisfaction to re-
turn, as the Delegate of his Sovereign,
to the very kingdom in which, for [0

long a period, he had lived as a flave,
At the end of fixteen years he once
more revifited England, and was foon
appointed Oriental Interpreter to th~
Britifh Court, in which fituation he was
when he became known to the COlTI-

-mittee, and exprefled his willingnefs,
with His Majefty's permiffion, to under-
take, in the Service of the Affociation.
whatever j ourncy his knowledge of

the
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the Manners, Cufloms, and Language of
the Arabs might enable him to perform.
His Majefty, with that liberal attention
to the Progrefs of Knowledge which at
all times has diftinguifhed his reign,
fignified his pleafure, that Mr. LUCAS

fhould proceed on the bufinefs of the
Society; and that his falary, as Oriental
Interpreter, Ihould be continued to him
during his abfence.

Having thus obtained the afliftance
of two perfons fo eminently qualified to
facilitate the attainment of its object,
the Committee proceeded to prefcribe
to them their retpective routes.

To Mr. LEDY ARD they affigned, at
his own defire, as an enterprize of obvi-
ous peril and of difficult fuccefs, the
taIk of traverfing from Eaft, to Weft,
in the latitude attributed to the Niger,

the
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the wideft part of the Continent of

Africa.

To Mr. LUCAS, In confideration of
the knowledge w~ich he poffeffed of
the Language and Manners of the A-
rabs, they allotted the paffage of the
Defart of Zahara, from T'ripoli to Fez-
zan; for they had learned from various
information, that with this kingdom,
which in fome meafure is dependent on
Tripoli, the traders of Agadez and Tom-
buctou, and of other towns in the Inte-
rior of Africa, had eftablifhed a frequ-ent
and regular intercourfe , and their in-
ftructions to him were, that he fh auld
proceed directly to Fezzan , thathe Ihould
collect: and tranfmit by the way of Tri-
poli, whatever intelligence, refpeCl:ing
the Inland Regions 'of the Continent,
the people of Fezzan, or the traders who

vi:fited
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vifited their country, might be able to
afford; and that' he fhould afterwards
return by the way of the Gambia, or by
that of the Coaft of Guinea.

One obftacle to the"departure of thefe
Geographical Miffionaries was frill to be
removed; and that was, the fmallnefs
of the Fund; for the Members of the
Affociation, which had not yet paffed
the fecond month of its exiftence, were
extremely few, and the Committee were
too confcious of the importance and dig-
nity of their undertaking, to canvafs for
fubfcriptions.

In this dilemma, the oommtrtee re-
folved to advance the money that was
requifite , and they accordingly raifed
among themfelves thefumof 4301.which
enabled them to provide for their tra-

vellers
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yellers the means of immediate equip-
ment, and the letters of neceifary cre-
dit.

Mr. LUCAS, having been detained by
illnefs, did not leave England till the 6th
of Auguft.





CHAPTER II.

Mr. LEDY ARD'S Arrival at Cairo,.-His Re-
marks on the Inhabitants, &c.-His Death
and Character.

MR. LEVY ARD took his departure from
London on the 30th of June, 1788; and
after ~ journey of fix and thirty days,
{even of which were confumed at Paris,
and two at Marfeilles, arrived in the city
of Alexandria.

His Letters of Recommendation tothe
Britifh Conful fecured him from the
embarraffments which the want of inns

D would
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would orherwife have occafioried , and
procured for him the neceffary inftruc-
tions for aifuming the drefs, and adopt-
ing the manners that are requifite for
an Egyptian Traveller.

Forcibly impreffed by the objects which
he faw, and naturally led to compare
them with thofe which other Regions
of the Globe had prefented to his view,
he defcribes with the energy of an ori-
ginal Obferver, and exhibits in his Nar-
rative the varied effect of fimilarity and
contraft. But as the travellers who pre-
ceded him, have obtained and tranfmit-
ted to Europe whatever knowledge, ei..
therantient ormodern, the Lower Egypt
affords, and as the examination of that
countrywas no part of the bufinefs which
was given hil~ in charge, his defcrip-
tions, generally Ipeaking, would add

but
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but little to the inftrucrion which other
Narratives convey.

The following Extracts, from different
parts of his Journal, are gi ven in his own
words.

" .A traveller, who Ihould, by juft
com parifons between things here and
in Europe, tell his tale; who, by a mind
unbewitched by antecedent defcriptions,
too il:rong, too bold, too determined, too
honeft, to be capable of lying, fhould
(peak juft as he thought, would, no
doubt, be efteemed an arrant fool, and a
ftupid coxcomb.-For example, an Eng-
li:fhmanwho had neverfeen Egypt, would
aik Inc what fort of a woman an Egyp-
tian woman was? If I meant to do the
queftion as much juftice by the anfwer,
as I could in my way, I fhould afk him to

D 2 take
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take notice of thefirft company of Gyp-
fies he faw behind a hedge in Effex ; and
I fuppofe he would be fool enoughto
think me a fool.

"Auguft 14. I left Alexandria at
midnight, with a pleafant breeze at
North; and was, at fun-rife.next morn-
ing, at the mouth of the Nile, which has
a bar of [and acrofs it, and foundings as
irregular as the fea, which is raifed upon
. it by the contentions of counter currents
and winds.

(C The view in failing up the Nile is
'very confined, unlefs from the top of
the maft, or fome other eminence, and
then it is an unbounded plain of ex-
cellent land, miferably cultivated, and
yet interfperfed with a great number
of villages, both on its banks and as far

along
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along the meadows as one can fee in an:y
direction. The river is alfo filled with

, boats palling and repaffing----boats all
of one kind, and navigated in one man-
ner; nearly alfo of one fize, the largeft
carrying ten or fifteen tons. On board of
thefe boats are feen onions, water-me-'
Ions, dates, fometimes a horfe, a camel,
(which lies down in the boat) and fheep
and goats, dogs, men and women.--- To ..
wards evening and morning they have
mufic.

,~ Whenever we ftopped at a village,
I ufed to walk into it with.my Conduc-
tor, who, being a Muffelman, and a de-
fcendantftom Mahommed, wore a green
turban, and was therefore ref pected,
and I was fure of fafety :-. but in truth,
dreffed as I was in a common Turkifh
habit, I believe I fhould have walked
as fafely without him. I faw no pro-

D.3 penfity
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penfity alTIOngthe inhabitants to inci-
vility. The villages aremoft miferable
a:ffemblages of poor little mud huts,
flung very clofe ogether without any
kin of order, full 'Of d It, lice; fleas,. ,
bed-bugs, flies, and all the curfes of
Mofes ; people poorly clad, the youths
naked: in fuch refpect, they rank infi-
nitely below any Savages I ever faw.

(( The COn1lTIOnpeople wear nothing
but a ihirt and drawers, and they are
always blue. Green is the royal or holy
colour; none but the defcendants of
Mahommed, if I am rightly informed,
being permitted to wear it.

CC Auguft I9. From the little town
where we landed, the diftance to Cairo
is about a mile and a half, which we
rode on affes, for the afs in this country
in the Chriftian's horfe, as he is allowed

no
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no other animal to ride upon. Indeed
I find the Iituation of a Chriftian, or what
they more commonly call here a Frank,
to he very, very humiliating, ignomini-
ous, and difireffing .. Noone, by a com-
bination of any caufes, can reafon down
to fuch effects as experience teaches us
do exift here; it being irnpofiible to
conceive, that the enmity Ihave alluded
to could exift between men ;--or, in
fact, that the [arne Ipecies of beings,
from any caufes whatever, Ihould ever
think and act fo differently as the Egyp-
tians and the Englifh do.

U I arrived at Cairo early in the morn-
ing, on the 19th of Auguft, and went
to the houfe of the Venetian Conful,
Mr. Rofetti, Charge d'Affaires for the
Englifh Conful here.

. " After dinner, not being able to find
D4 any
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any other lodging, and receiving no very'
'preffing invitation from Mr. Rofetti to
lodge with him, I went to a convent.
This convent confifts of Miffionaries
fent by the Pope to propagate the Chrif-
tian Faith, or at leaft to give fhelter to
Chriftians. The Chriftians here are
principally from Damafcus: the convent
is governed by the Order of Recollets : a
number of Englifh, as well as other Eu-
ropean travellers, have lodged there.

" A liguft 21ft It is now about the
hotteft feafon ·of the year here; but I
think I have felt it wanner in the City·
of Philadelphia, in the fame month.

tc Auguft 26th. This day I was in-
troduced by Rofetti to the Aga Mahom ..
In ed, the confidential Minifter of lfmael,
the moil: powerful of the four ruling
Beys: he gave me his hand to kifs, and

with

I
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with it the promife of letters, protection,
and fupport, through Turkifh Nubia,
and alfo to fome Chiefs far inland. In a
fubfequent converfation, he told me I
fhould fee in my travels apeople who had
power to tranfmute themfelves into the
forms of different animals. He afked me
what I rhought of theaffair! I did not
lik-e to render the ignorance, fimplicity,
and credulity of the Turk apparent. Itold-
him, that it formed a part of the cha-
racter of all Savages to be great Necro-
mancers , but that I had never before
heard of any fo great as thofe which he-
had done me the honour to defcribe ; that
it had rendered me more anxious to be on'
lUY voyage; and if I paffed among them,
Iwould, in the letter I promifed to write
to him, give him a more particular ac-
count of them than he had hitherto had.
,...--He afkcd me how I could travel with-
out the language of the people where I

fhould
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fhould pafs? I told him, with vocabula-
ries :---1might aswell have read to him
a page of Newton's Principia. He re-
turned to his fables again. Is it not cu-
rious, that the Egyptians (for I fpeak of
the natives of the country as well as of
him, when I make the obfervation) are
frill fuch dupes to the arts of forcery ?
'Vas it the fame people that built the
Pyramids?

" I can't underftand that the Turks
have a better opinion of our mental
powers than wehave of theirs; but they
fay of us, that we are" a people who carry

our minds on our fingers ends:" meaning, that
we put them in exercife conftantly, and
render them fubfer'vient to all manner
of purpofes, and with celerity, difpatch,
and cafe, do what we do.

" I fufpect the Copts to have been the
origin
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origin of the Negro race: the nofe and
lip correfpond with thofe of the Negro.
T'he hair, whenever I can fee it a1110ng
the people here, (the Copts) is curled;
-not clofe like the Negros, but like the
Mulattoes. I obferve a greater variety
of colour among the hurnan fpecies here
than inany other country; and a greater
variety of feature than in any other
country not poffefling a greater degree
of civilization.

" I have feen an Abyffinian woman
and a Bengal man--·----the colour is the
fame in both; fo are their features and
perfons.

ce I have feen a fmall ll1umlny;----it
has what I call vi,~ampum work on it.
It appears as C01TI1'1'10n here as among
the Tartars. Tatowing is as prevalent
among the Arabs of this place as among

the
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the South Sea Iflanders. It. is a little
curious, that the women here are more
generall y than in any other part of the
world tatowed on the chin, with perpen-
dicular lines defcending from the under
lip to the chin, like the women on the
North Weft Coaft of America. It is alfo
a cuftom here to ftain the nails red, like
the Cochin Chinefe, and the Northern
Tartars. The mafk or veil that the wo-
men here wear, refembles exactly that
worn by the Priefts at Otaheite, and thofe
feen at Sandwich Iflands .

." I have not yet feen the Arabs make
ufe of a tool like our axe or hatchet;
but what they nfe for fuch purpofes as
we do onr hatchet and axe, is in the form
of an adze, and is a form we found
moft 2.greeable to the South Sea Iflan-
ders. I fee no inftance of a tool formed
deiignedly for the ufe of the right or

left
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left hand particularly, as the cotogon
is among the Yorkertic Tartars.

CC There is certainly a very remark-
able affinity between the Ruffian and
Greek drefs. The fillet round the tem-
.ples of the Greek and Ruffian women,
is a circumftance in drefs that perhaps
would ftrike nobody .as it does me; and
fo of the wampum work too, which is
alfo found among them both.

" They fpin here with the diftaff and
fpindle only, like the French peafantry
and others in Europe; and the common
Arabloomis upon our principle, though
rude.

" I faw to-clay (Auguft roth) an Arab
woman white, like the White Indians in
the 'South Sea Iflands, lftmus of Darien,
&c. Thefe kind of people all look alike.

" Among
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(C A1TIOngthe Greek women here, I
find the identical Archangel head-drefs.

" Their mufic is inftrumental, con-
fifting of a drum and pipe, both which
refemble thofe two inftruments in the
South Seas. The drum is exactly like the
Otaheite drum; the pipe ismade of cane,
and confifts of a long and fhort tube
joined: the mufic refembles very much
the bagpipe, and is pleafant.---All their
mufic is concluded, if not accompanied,
by the clapping of hands. I think it
fingular, that the women here make a
noife with their mouths like frogs, and
that this frog-mufic is always made at
weddings; and I believe on all other
occafions of merriment where there are
women.

" It is remarkable, that the clogshere
are
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are of juft the fame fpecies found among
the Otaheiteans.

" It is alfo remarkable, that in one
village I faw exactly the fame machines
.ufed for diverfion as in Ruffia.---I for-
get the Ruffian narne for it. It is a large
kind of wheel, on the extremities of
which there are fufpended feats, in
which people are whirled round over
and under each other.

H The women drefs their hair behind
exactly in the fame manner in which
the women of the Calmuc Tartars drefs
theirs.

" In the Hiftory of the Kingdom of
Bellin in Guinea, the Chiefs are called
Aree Roee, or Street Kings. Among the
the Ii1al1ds in the South Sea, Otaheite,
&c. they call the Chiefs Arees , and the

great
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great Chiefs, Aree le Hoi. I think this
curious; and fo I do that it is a cuftom
among the Arabs to fpread a blanket
when they would invite anyone to tea
or reft with them.-Americal1 Indians
fpread the beaver fkins onfuchoccafions.

CC The Arabs of the Defarts, like the
Tartars, have an invincible attachment
to Liberty .. No arts will reconcile them
to any other life, or form of govern-
ment, however modified. This is a cha-
racter given me here of the Arabs.

, " It is iingular that the Arab Lan-
guage has no word for Liberty, although
it has for Slaves.

" The Arabs, like the New Zealan-
ders, engage with a long ftrong fpear.

" I have made the beft enquiries I
have
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have been able, fince Ihave been here,
of the nature of the country before me ,
of Sennar, Darfoor, vVangara, of Nu-
bia, Abyffinia, of thofe named, or un-
known by name. I ihoulcl have been
happy to have fent you better informa-
tion of thofe places than I a1T1yet able
to do. It will appear very fil1gular to
yon' in Engla11d, that we in Egypt are
fa ignorant of countries which we an-
nually vifit, The Egyptians know as
little of Geography as the genetality of
the French; and like them, iing, dance,
and traffic without it.

" I have the beft affurances of a cer-
tain and fafe conduct by the return of
the caravan that is arrived from Sennar;
and 1\11'.Rofetti tells me that the letters
I ihall have from the Aga here, will in-
fure me of being conveyed, from hand
to hand, to 111Y jonrney's end.

" The
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" The Mahometans in Africa are what
the Ruffians are in Siberia-a trading,
enterprizing, fuperftitious, warlike fet
of vagabonds, and wherever they are
fet upon going,. they will and do go; but
they neither can nor do make voyages
merely commercial, or merely religious"
acrofs Africa; and where we do not find
them in commerce, we find them, not at
all. They cannot (however vehemently, .
pufhed on by religion) afford to crofs
the Continent without trading by the'
way.

" October 14th. I went to-day to the
market-place, where they vend the Black
flaves that come from towards the inte-
rior parts of Africa :---there were 200 of
them together, dreffed and ornamented
as in their own country, The appear-
ance of a Savage in every region is al-
1110it the fame !-There were very few

Inen
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men among them: this indicates that
they are prifoners of war .. They have
a great many beads and other ornaments
about them .that are from the Eaft,' I
was told by one of them that they came
frOIDthe Weft of Sennar, fifty-five days
journey, which may be about four or
five hundred miles. A Negro Ch ief'faid,
the Nile had its fource in' his country.
In general they had their hair plaited in
a great number of finall detached plaits,
none exceeding in length fix or eight
inches-the hair was filled with greafe,
and dirt purpofely daubed on.

cc October r6th. I have renewed Iny
vifit to-day, and paffed it more agreea-
bly than yefterday , for yefterday Iwas
rudely treated. The Frank.s are prohi-
bited to purchafe naves, and therefore
the Turks do 110t like to fee them in
the market, Mr. Rofetti favoured me

E2 with
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one of his runl1mg Charge d' Affaires
to .accompany me: put having obferved
yefterday among the ornaments of the
Negros a variety of beads, and wanting.
to know from what country they came,
I requefted Mr. Rofetti, previoufl y to
my fecond vifit, to fhew me from his
ftore fam ples of Venetian beads.--He
Ihewed me famples of fifteen hundred
different kinds. After thisI fet out.

(C The name of the country thefe Sa-
vages come from is Darfoor, and is well
known on account of the· Slave Trade,
as well as of that in Gum and Elephant's

teeth.

" The appearance of thefe Negros de-
clares them to be a people in as favage a
ftate as any people can; but not of fo fa-
vagea temper, or of that fpeciesof coun-
tenance that indicates favage intelli-

gence.
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gence. They appear aharmlefs wild p 0-

ple; but they are moftly young women.

H The beads they are ornamented with
are Venetian; and they have fome Ve-
netian brafs medals which the Venetians
make for trade. The beads are worked
walTIpum-wife. Iknow not where they
gotthe marine ihells they worked alTIOng
their beads, nor how they could have

, feen white men. I afked them if they
would ufe me well in their country, if
I Ihould vifit it? They faid, " Yes :"-
and added, that they fhould make aKing
of me, and treat 111e with all the delica-
cies of their country. Like the Egyp-
tian. women, and like lTIOTI other Sava-
ges, they frick 011 ornaments wherever
they can, and wear, like them, a great
ring in the nofe, either from the carti·
-}age, or from the fide: they alfo rub on
Iome black. kind of paint round the eyes,

E 3 like
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like the Egyptian women. 'Theyare a
fizeable well-formed people, quite black,
with what, I believe, we call the true
Guinea face, and with curled fhort hair;
but not more curled or fhorter than I
have feen it among the Egyptians; but'
in general thefe Savages plait it in taf-
.fels plaiftered with clay and paint. A-
mong fome of them the h air is a foot
long, and curled, refembling exactly one
of o~r Inops. The prevailing colour2·
where it can be feen, is a black and red
mixed. I think it would make any hair
curl, even Uncle Toby's wig, to be
plaited and plaiftered as this is. This
caravan, which I call the Darfoor cara-
van, is not very rich.-The.Sennar is
the rich caravan.

,~October 19th. Iwent yefterday to
fee if more of the Darfoor caravan had, .

, arrived; but they were not. Iwonder
. why
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why travellers to Cairo have not vifited
thefe flave markets, and converted with
the Jebbs or travelling Merchants of
thefe caravans: both are certainly fources
of great infonnation.-The eighth part
of the money expended on other ac-
counts, might here anfwer fome good
folid purpofe. For IUY part, I have not
expended a crown, and I have a better
.idea of the people of Africa, of its trade,
-of the pofition of places, the nature of
the country, manner of travelling, &c.
than ever I had by a~'lyother means ;
.and, I believe, better than any other
-rneans would afford m.e.

" October 25th. I have been again
to the Ilave market; but neither the
Jebbs (a name which in this country is
given. to all travelling Merchants) nor
the ilaves are yet arrived in town-
they will be here to-morrow. I met

two
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two or three in the Itreet, and one with
a Ihield and [pear.

CC I have underftood to-day, that "the
King of Sennar is himfelf a Merchant,
and concerned in the Sennar caravans.
The Merchant here who contracts to
convey me to Sermar, is Procurer at
Cairo to the King of Sennar : this is a
good circumftance, and one I knew not
of till to-day. Mr. Rofetti, informed Ine
of it. He informed me alfo, that the
importation of Negro {laves into Egypt
will amount to zo.ooo.c=The caravans
from the interior countries of Africa do
not arrive here uniformly every year-
they are fometimes abfent two or three
years.

CC Among a dozen of Sennar {laves, I
faw three perfonable men, of a good
bright olive colour, of vivacious and in-

telligent
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telligent countenances; but they had all
three (which firfr attracted my notice)
heads uncommonly formed: the fore-
head was the narroweft, the longefi, and
moil: protuberant I ever Iaw. Many of
thefe flaves fpeak a few words of the
Arab language; but whether they learn-
ed them before or fince their captivity
I cannot tell.

" A caravan goes from here (Cairo)
to Fezzan, which they call a journey of
fifty days; and from Fezzan to Tom-
buctou, which they call a journey of
ninety days. The caravans travel about
twenty miles a day, which makes the
diftance on the road from here to Fez-
zan, one thoufand miles; and from Fez-
zan to Tombuctou, one thoufand eight
hundred miles. From here to Sennar is
reckoned fix hundred miles.

" I have
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(C I have been waiting feveral days to
have a11 interview with the Jelabs who
gofron1. hence toSennar. Iam told that
they carry, in general, trinkets; but
among other things, foap, antimony,
red linen, razors, fciffars, mirrors, beads;
and, as far as I can yet learn, they bring
from Sennar elephant's teeth, the gum
caned here GUIn Sennar, camels, oftrich
feathers, and Haves.

" \Vangara is talked of here as a place
producing much gold, and as a king-
dora: all accounts, and there are many,
agree in this. The King of Wangara
[whom I hope to fee in about three
months after leaving this) is faid to dif-
pofe of juft what quantity he pleafes of
his goId-fometimes a great deal, and
fometimes little or none; and this, it is
faid, he does to prevent ftrangers know ~

ing

I
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ing how rich he IS, and that he may
live in peace."

Such are the moft material of thofe
remarks on the people of Africa, which
Mr. LEDY ARD vas enabled, by his re-
fidence at Cairo, to fend to the COlTIlTIit-
tee.--The views which they opened
were interefting and inftructive , but
they derived their principal importance
from the proofs which they afforded of
the ardent fpirit of inquiry, the unwea-
ried attention, the perfevering refearch,
and the laborious, indefatigable, anxi-
ous zeal with which their Author pur-
rued the object of his Million.

Already informed that his next dif-
.patch would be dated from Sennar , that
Ietters of earneft recommendation had
been given him by the Aga; that the
terms of his paffage had been, fettled s

and
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and that the day of his departure was
appointed--the Committee expected
with impatience~he defcription of his
journey. Great was therefore their con-.
cern, and fevere their difappointment,
when letters from Egypt announced to
them the melanchol y tidings of his death.
A bilious complaint, the confequence of
vexations delays in the promifed depar-
ture of the caravan, had induced. him to
try the effect of too powerful a dofe of
the acid of vitriol; and the fudden un-
eafinefs and burning pain which fol-
lowed the incautious draught, impelled
him to reek relief from the violen t action
of the ftrongeft Tartar emetic. A con-
tin ned difcharge 0 f blood difcovered the
danger of his fituation, and fummoned
to his aid the generous friendfhip of the
Venetian Conful, and the ineffectual fkill
of the the moft approved phyficians of
Cairo.

He
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He was decently interred in the neigh-
bourhood of fuch of the Engliih as had
ended their days in the capital ofEgypt .

.' The bilious complaint with which he
was feized has been attributed to the

. frowardnefs of a childifh impatience.-
Much. more natural is th.e conjecture,
that his unexpected detention, week af-
ter week, and month after month, at
Cairo, (a detention which confumed his
finances, which therefore exnofed to ad-

.L

clitional hazard the fuccefs of his favou-
rite enterprize, and which confequently
_tendedto bring into queftion his honour
to the Society) had troubled his fpirits,
had preyed upon his peace, and fubjeCl:ed
him at laft to the c1ifeafethat proved in
its confequences the means of dragging
.him to his grave.

Of his attachment to the Society, and
of
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of his zeal for their fervice, the foU w-
ing Extracts from his Letters are re-
markably expreflive :

U Money! it is a vile nave !-1have at
prefent an ceconomy of a more exalted
kind to obferve. Ihave the eyes of fame
of the firft men of the firft kingdom on
earth turned upon me. I am -engaged
by thofe very men, in the moil: impor- ,
tant object: that any private individual
can be engaged in: I have their appro-
bation to acquire, or to lofe; and their
efteem alfo, which I prize beyond every
thing, except the independent idea of
ferving mankind. Should rafhnefs or
defperation carry me through, whatever
fame the vain and injudicious might be-
flow, I fhould not accept of it ;-it is the.
good and great I look to: fame from
them beftowed is altogether different,
and is clofely allied to a well-done from

God;
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God: but rafhnefs will not be likely to
carry me through, any more than timid
caution. To find the neceffary medium
of conduct, to vary and apply it to con-
tingencies, is the ceconomy I allude to;
and if I fucceed by fuch means, men of
fenfe in any fucceeding epoch will not
blufh to follow me, and perfect thofe
Difcoveries I have only abilities to trace
out roughly, or, adifpofition to attempt,

a A Turkifh fopha has no charms for
.me: if it had, I could foon obtain one
here. I could to-morrow take the com-
mand of the beft armament of Hhmael
Bey.-I fhould be fure of fuccefs, and
its confequential honours. Believe me,
a fingle well-done from your Affociation
has more worth in it to me, than all the
trappings of the Eaft ; and what is frill
more precious, is, the pleafure I have in

the
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the juitification of my own conduct at
the tribunal of my own heart."

To thofe who have never feen Mr.
LEDY ARD, it may not, perhaps, be un-
interefting to know, that his perfon,
though fcarcely exceeding the middle
fize, was remarkably expreffive of acti-
vity and ftrength; and that his manners,
though unpolifhcd, were neither unci-
vil nor unpleafing. Little attentive to
. difference of rank, he feemed to confider
all 111en as his equals, and as fuch he re-
Ipected them. His genius, though un-
cultivated and irregular, was original and
comprehenfive. Ardent ill his wifhes, yet
calm in his deliberations; daring in his
purpofes, but guarded in his meafures ,
impatient of controul, yet capable of
ftrong endurance; adventurous beyond
the conception of ordinary men, yet wary
and confiderate , and attentive to all pre-

cautions,
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cautions, he appeared to be formed by
Nature for atchievements of hardihood
and peril.

They who C0111parethe extent of hIS
pilgrimage through the vail regions of
Tartary with the fcantinefs of his funds,
will naturall y afk, by what means he
obtained a fubfiftence on the road? All

that I have ever learned from him on
the fubject, was, that his fufferings were
exceffi ve, and that more than" once he
owed his life to the compaflionate tern ..
per of the Women. This laft remark is
ftrongly confirmed by the following Ex-
tract from his account of his Siberian
Tour.

" I have always remarked, that WO~

men, in all countries, are civil, obliging,
I

tender" and humane; that they are ever
inclined to be gay and chearful, timorous

11' and
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and modeft, and that they do not hefi-
tate, like men, to perform. a generous,
aCtion.-N ot haughty, not arrogant, not
fupercilious, they are full of courtefy,
and fond of fociety: more liable, in ge-
. neral, to err than man; but in general,.
alfo, more virtuous, and performing
more good actions than IH~. .To a wo-
man, whether civilized or favage, I rre-
vel' addreffed myfelf in the language of
decency and friendfhip, without receiv-
ing a decent and friendly anfwer. With
man it has often been otherwife,

CC In wandering over the barren plains
of t"nhofpitableDenmark, through homfl Swe-
den, and frezen Lapland, rude and churlijh
Finland, unprincipled Rzdjia, and the wile-
Jpr:ead regions of the wandering Tartar, if
hungry, dry, cold, wet, or fick, the wo-
men have ever been friendly to me, and
uniformly fo ; and to add to this virtue,
. _ . {"!h



(fo worthy the appellation of benevo-
lence) thefe actions have been performed
in fo free, and fo kind a manner, that if
Iwas dry, Idrank the fweeteft draught;
and if hungry, I eat the coarfe morfel
with a double relifh,"

But though the native benevolence;
which even ~nuongSavages diftinguiihes
and adorns the female character, might
fornetirnes foften the feverity .of his
fuiferings, yet at others he feems to have
endured the utmoft preffure of diftrefs,

" Lam accuftomed-c-f faid he; in our
laft converfation-v-ttwas on the morning
of his departure for Africaj-v-I am ac-
cuftorned to hatdihips. I have known
both hunger and nakednefs to the ut-
moft extremity of human fuffering. I
have known what it is to have food giv-
en me as charity to a madman , and 1

have
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have at times been obliged to Ihelter Iny...
felf under the miferies of that character,
to avoid ,n heavier calamity. My dif-
treffes have been greater than I have
ever owned, or ever w£ll own to any
111an. Such evils are terrible to bear .;
but they never yet had power to turn
me from Illy purpofe. If I live, I will
faith full y perform, in its utmoft extent,
my engagement to the Society; and if I
perifh in the attempt) my honour will frill
be fafe, for death cancels all bonds."

CHAPTER



C HAP T E R III.

,Arri'Ual of Mr. LUCAS at Tripoli.---His Re-
ception by the Bajhaw.---Ilis .'J0urne)' to Me-
jitrata <with the Sbereifs Fouicad and lm-

hammed.--- His Mode of obtaining from the
latter an Account if bis Trawls in the In-
terior Countries of Aj;·ica.---Fl£s Return to
England.

MR. LUCAS, having taken his paffage
at Marfeilles, on board the St. Jean Bap-

. tifi:e, a fmall veflel belonging to that port,
embarked on the rSth of OCtober, 1788;
and on the 25th of the fame' month ar~
rived in the harbour of Tri poli,

The



MR. LUCAS's

The date trees, which fpread them-
felves like a foreft behind the town, and
the hills beyond them, which bound the
profpect on the South, are interefting
objects , but the town itfelf is built in
too low a fituation to C011.1pofea part of
the general fcene: for it is fcarcely vi~
fible at the diftance of a mile.

The firft appearance of Tripoli may
difappoin.t, by its meannefs, the expec ...
tations of the traveller; but if he re-
fleas on the nature of a defpotic govern-
ment, ever incompatible with perma-
nent profperity, he will not be furpriz-
ed when he finds, 011 a nearer view, that. '
the city, though the capital of an ern-
pire, exhibits through all its extent, the
marks of a rapid decay; that its fcanty
limits, though fcarcely four miles in cir-
.cumference, are too great for its prefent
rop~lation j and that its antient caftle,

though
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though once the pride, and frill the re-
fidence of the reigning family, is now
a mouldering ruin.

The expected ceremonial of announ-
cing to the Bafhaw, which is the title of
the Sovereign, and to the Conful of the
State, to whom the ve:ffel belongs, her
arrival in the harbour, having been re.,.

gularly obferved, Mr. LUCAS, aCCOlTI-
';panied by Mr. Tully, the Britifh Refi-
<lent, waited on Hadgee Abdrahaman,
the Tripoline Minifrer for Foreign Af-
fairs, who had formerly refided in Eng-
land as Ambaffador from the Bafhaw;
and having known Mr. LUCAS there,
received him now with the joy of an. .
..old acquaintance, and the cordiality of
an intimate friend. Encouraged by this
kindnefs, Mr. LUCAS explained to him
the object of his' million, and requefted
that he would prefent and recommend

F 4 him
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him to theBafhaw, and to the Prince,
his eldeft Ion, who is difiingl1ifhed by the
title of the Bey. The Minifter confented ,
and the next morning w-as,accordingly,
·appointed by the Bafhaw for the firft
of thefe audiences: the morning after
was fixed on by the Bey for the latter.

The Bafhaw, a fhort and robuft old
man, of a fair complexion, a ple::ding
countenance, and an affable, joyous dif-
pofition, received Mr. Lucxs with great
complacency, and accepted, with much
fatisfaction, his prefent of a pair of don ..
ble-barrelled piftols, mounted with fil...
ver ; but expreffed his furprize, when
leave was aiked to vifit his kingdom of
Fezzan : for the journey, he faid, had
never been attempted by a Chriftian,
Mr. LUCAS replied, that he was led to
undertake it by .the report which he
had heard of various Roman antiquities

~q
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in different parts of the kingdom, and
by the hope of collecting a variety of
medicinal plants that are not to be found
in .Europe. The Bafhaw appeared to
be fatisfied, and promifed that, on the
firil opportunity of a fafe conveyance,
he would' give him fuch aids for the
journey as his countenance and protec-
tion could afford.

On the next morning Mr. LUCAS was
prefented to the Bey, the Bafhaw's eld-
eft Ion, a tall and well Ihape 1,but dark
complexioned man, in the middle period
of life; and was received by him with
the engaging politenefs for which he is
eminently diftinguifhed. The prefenr
that was made to him, except that its
_value was inferior, was fimilar to that
which had been given to his father ..
and the affurances of the protection and
friendfhip? which he offered him in re-

turn,
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============~~================~
turn, were the fame in effect: with thofe
which the Bafhaw had expreffed.

Soon after his prefentation at Court,
Mr. LUCAS was informed that fome of
the principal Tribes of the tributary
Arabs had lately revolted from the Go....
vernment, and were then in actual re-
bellion; that all the frontiers of Tripoli,
on the fide of the Defart, were infefted
by their inroads; that a caravan frorn
the inland country had lately been at.,.
tacked; and that a Spanifh Merchant
had been plundered within a few miles
of the Capital. 1\11'. LUCAS was alfo in-
formed, that the Bafhaw, who has no
regular forces, was preparing to raife,
on this occafion, an army of 2,000 men?
that as foon as the grafs fhould be high
enough to afford the neceifary forage
for the cattle, which it would be in the
month of December, they would begin

their
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their march to the frontier, where they
would be joined by the troops of fuch
of the Arabs as continued faithful to the
G.overpment.

With this army, the collective l1UlTI-

bers of which were expected to amount
~o five or fix thoufand men, it was hoped
that the Bey, by the ufual enforcements
of predatory war, would be able to re-
~luce the rebellious Tribes to their an-
rient obedience, and to the payment of
the cuftomary tribute.

But while, from this expectation, Mr.
LUCAS waited with impatience for the
,<:lepartureof the army, he was informed
that two Shereefs from Fezzan, who
were both, as their title announces, de-
{cended from the Prophet, and one of
'whom had married the daughter of the
~i11g_,were arrived in Tripoli. They

came
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carne there as Merchants, and brought
with them, for fale, a variety of articles,
of which Haves and fenna were the
chief: and as the reverence in which
the defcendants of Mahomet are held
fecures their perfons from violence, and
their property from. plunder, they did
not think that the reftoration of peace
was requifite for the fafety of their re-
turn. It was, therefore, with much fa..
tisfaction that the Minuter, whofe inti-,
mate acquaintance they were, received
from them an affurance, that if Mr.
LUCAS could bear the fatigue of the
journey, they would take him under
their protection, and would be anfwer-,
able for his fafe arrival in Fezzan.

The next morning, in confequence of
this converfation, the Shereefs waited
upon Mr. LUCAS~ One of them, whofe
rank as {on-in ..law to the King, entitled

hin,
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him to the firft confideration, was a tal],
thin, copper complexioned man, of too
flender a frame for his height, which
was nearly fix feet, but of an appear-
ance that was expreffive of dignity: to
this appearance the fedatenefs of his
.manners, and the fewnefs, but folidity
of his words were particularly fuited.
His age was feerningl y about thirty -five
years, and his name was Mahommed

Benfein Haflen Fouwad. The other
Shereef was a lively olel man, fhort and
thin, and dark coloured, almofr to black-
nefs s affable, free, and en tertainirig in
his converfation, and much refpected by
his 'companion, to whom he was related.
His name was Imhammed, and his age
about fifty years.

After many compliments, for which
their countrymen are famous, they ex-
prefled to 1\1r.LUCAS the pleafure they

fhould
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fhould feel in prefenting hi~ to their'
King, who had never feen a Chriftian
Traveller, and would be highly gratified,
by fo new a vifit. They affured him of
every accommodation which their coun ..
try could afford, and of every proof
which they rhernfelves could give of the
kindeft good will, and of the fincereft
friendfhip. The conference was con..
eluded by a prefent from Mr. LUCAS of
a pair of piftols to each, With a fuitable
quantity of powder and ball and flints.

The Bafhaw, being informed by the
Minifter of the propofal and promifes of
the Shcreefs, expreffed his approbation
of the fcheme, and fent, from his Ita-
bles, as a prefent to Mr. LUCAS, a hand-
fome mule for the journey. The Bey1
too, was no fooner acquainted with the
arrangements, than he' gave directions
to a Jew Taylor, who had been employed

111
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in making, and had juft finiihed his own
tent, to wait upon Mr. LUCAS, and take
his orders for fuch a tent as wouldbe
requifite for his journey.

But while in this manner Mr. LUCAS

was }?reparing for his departure, and had
bef poken aTur kifh drefs for himfelf,. and
a Inagnificent robe, as a prefent, to the
King of Fezzan, an apprehenfion arofe
in the mind of the Bafhaw, that if Mr.
LUCAS fhould be taken prifoner by the
-Rebels, he himfelf fhould be reduced to
the diftreffing dilemma of either con-
cluding a difadvantageous peace, or of
abandoning the Interpreter of the King
of Great Britain to all the infults, and all
the cruelties which thofe Barbarians

might be difpofed to inflict, "
,

For this reafon, the force of which.
will be much more apparent, if the re-

[pea
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[pea in which' the office of Interpreter
in a Mahometan Government is ufually
held, he confidered, he expreffed his de ....
fire (and in th is dcfire his eldeft [011, the
Bey, entirely concurred) that Mr. L u ....
CAS would defer his intended journey till
the revolted Arabs Ihould be reduced to
obedience, and the peace of the Defart
be reftored. A few days after this re ..
qnifition, the Bey began his march with
an army of 300 horfe and 1500 foot.

The Shereefs were no fooner inform ....
ed of the obftacle which had arifen to
the journey of their intended fellow ...
traveller, than they expreffed as much
~hagrin and difappeintment as Mr L u·...
CAS himfelf could feel; for they [aid,
that they had already fent word to their
Sovereign, that they ihould foon have
the pleafureto prefent to hint a.Chriftian,

who
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who had travelled from his native land;
(a journey of many moons) with no
other view than to gratify his wiih to
vifit him, and to fee his kinzdom of

c:»

Fezzan :-that his anger would fall hea-
vily an them, to wham he would attri-
bute the difappointment ; and would
probably lead him to infii9 on them 'the
greateft indignity that Shereefs can en ..... .
(lure, that of having duft heaped upon
their heads.

Imprefled with thefe apprehenfions,
the Shereefs waited upon the Bafhaw,
and offered to be refponfible with their
lives for the fafety of the Chriftian.

111 this unfavourable flate of Mr, L tr-
CAS'S profpect, an olel man of the clafs
of Maraboots (a name Which ISgi yen to
perfons of diftinguifhed fanctity) in-

G formed
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formed the Minifter, with whom he had
\

been long acquainted, that he meant, in
a few days, to take his departure for
Fezzan; and that as the Rebels, in con ...
fequence of the march of the Bafhaw's
forces, had removed from that part of
the country through which he intended
to pafs, he would engage that, under his-
conduct, Mr. LUCAS fhould travel in
fafety.

With this propofal Mr. LUCAS, by the
advice of the Minifter, and with the
content of the Bafhaw, had determined
to comply, though againfthis own opi-
nion; for the countenance and behavi-
our of the Maraboot had fuggefted fuf-
picions of his fincerity e but while he
was preparing for his departure, which
was fixed for the Monday following, the
Bafhaw.on fartherreflection, concluded

that
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that the plan which the Shereefs had
propofed would, on the .whole, -be at..
tended with the fmalleft hazard.

The fcheme of the journey being th lis
finally fettled, the Bafhaw, at the requeft
of the Minifter, prefented Mr. LUCAS
With a letter' of'recommendation to the
King of Fezzan, of which the following
is a rranflation.

. TRANSLATION OF THE BASHAW OF TRIPOL1;S

RECOMMENDATION OF MR LUCAS TO THE KING

OF FEZZAN.

" Praife be unto the Almighty Godi'
and unto our Lord his Prophet Mahom ..
rned, whofe protection and mercy we
crave, and refign ourfel yes to his holy
will. to our Son Sydy Hamed Benmo-
harned; the great and juft ruler over his

G 2 beloved
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beloved people; may his days be long
and happy. Amen.

CC Peace, and the protection and blef-
fing of God, be with you, and preferve
you from evil.

, (( We have to acquaint you, our fan,
that our friend, the Englifh King, hath
fent one of his Interpreters unto us, and
defired we would procure him a fafe
conveyance to Fezzan, where he goes
for his own amufemcnt and pleafure :
and as we have found a perfon whom
'we efteern, and who has promifed us to
take great care of him, we have COl1.-

fented to let the [aid Interpreter and his
friends '* go with him to Fezzan. We

have

'* In the Arahic, the word Prieml is often employed, as in
tbis pajjage, to exprefi the lame meaning as tb« Englijh term
Seruant,
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have to defire that you will fhew him
and his friends every kindnefs in. your
power, .and comply with all his wifhes ;
and. fhould he be inclined to go to any
other place, YOll will fend proper people
to conduct him, and to protect him in.
every thing j for he is a man of fen fe,
and much efteemed by us; wherefore
we recommend him to your care and
proteC1:ion. Peace and the bleffing of
God be with you: from the Slave of
God, All y Benkaramal y, whofe greatnefs .
is under the protection of God. Dated
in the Moon of Rabeah thence 12°3"-
(which corref ponds with the month of

January 17~')

To this rout by Mefurata, though not
fa direct as the antient pa£Etge by the
way of the Mountains of Guariano, the
Merchants who trade to Fezzan have,

G 3 lately
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lately given the preference: for in the
firft place, they avoid the. opprefli ve
contributions, which, even in time or
peace, the rapacious tribes of Hooled
Benfoliman and Benioleed, who inhabit
thofe hills, have often levied on travel- ..
[ers, and in the next place, they have
not only the advantage of fending their
heavy merchandize to Me[urata by fea J '

but have alfo an opportunity of hiring
there, at a much lower rate than at
'Tripoli, the camels for which they have
occafion •

On Sunday the firfl of February, I78~.
at half an hour after eight in the morn-
ing, the Shereefs, accompanied by Mr.
LUCAS, took their departure from the
fuburbs of Tripoli, where, ill a garden
which is fituated at the diftance of three
miles. from the town, and which be-
~ong~d to a Tripoline Merchant, who

was
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was travelling with them to Fezzan, they
and their attendants had flept the even-
ing before.

The caravan was compofed of the
Shereef Fouwad, and of three other
Merchants, on horfeback, all of them
well armed; of t~e little olel Shereef,
who rode upon an 'afs , of Mr. LUCAS,

who was mounted on the 'mule which
the Bafhaw had given him; of Mr. Lu-
CAS'S black fervant, well armed, upon a
camel; of twelve Fezzaners on-foot, but
armed , of three Negros and their wi yes,
who had been :£lavesat Tripoli, but hav-
in cr , obtained their freedom, were now

b ,

travelling to Fezzan on their return to
their native country; and of twenty-one
camels, with fifteen drivers, each of
whom was armed with a mufket and a
piftol,

That
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That fa few camels were requifite 111

-this part of the. journey, was owing to
the expedient which the Shereefs, with
greatceconomy, had adopted, of fend-
ing their heavy merchandize by fca to
Mefurata,

At twelve o'clock, the caravan, whofe
courfe was E. S. E. pafled through the
.town of 'I'aj arah , a miferable collection
'of clay-walled huts, of which fome were
covered with terrace, and the reft with
roofs of thatch: but wretched as the
buildings are, the country around them.
abounds with Date trees, among which,
a few of the Olive are intermixed.

At five the caravan encamped for the
night upon a [andy eminence. No
fooncr were the camels unburthencd of
their loads, than their drivers turned
them loofe to feed on the ftubble of the

valleys,
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valleys, and on the brambles of the ao-
~lacent hills; but though their freedom
is thus given thern, they never fcra

J
- to

a greater diftance than that of two or
.rhrec hundred paces from the camp.

The loads in the mean time are piled
in a circle, and, except at the narrow
opening which forms the entrance, are
floweel as clofe as poflible to each other.
Within this circle the Mcrch: nts ' and
dri vers and fervants fpreacl their mats
and carpets. Here, alto, they ligl t their
fires and drefs their victuals; and wi t -

out any other covering than their al-
hniq ues or blankets (for very few are
furnithed with a tent) lie clown amidft
the heavy dews and occafional ftorms of
rain that fall upon the coafr, and Ileep
as foundl y as in bed: for the wetnefs of
their cloaths, which is often the confe-
quenee of this expofure, is little regard-

ed,
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edt and from the falubrity of the cli-
mate, is attended with little inconveni ...
ence.

Mr. LUCAS'S tent being Ipread, the
two Shereefs, with three of their friends,
took up their quarters with him : and on
the firft appearance of fupper, which
was ferved in a large wooden difh, and
confifted of dried meat, and of flour
formed into balls, and drefled in Iteam,
they all fatdown with the familiarity of
near relations, and dipping their right
hands into the difh, without eitherfpoons
or forks or kni yes, devoured, with a vo-
racious and cli(gufting hafte, the whole
that was fet before them.

The conclufion of the meal was fullow-
ed by the ceremony of wafhing, which
confifted in each man's dipping his right
hand into the fame water which his

compa-
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'€Olnpanions had need. Coffee being
~hen brought in, they lighted their pipes,
and each of them having drank three or
four difhes as he fmoaked, they laid.
themfelves down in their cloaths, upon
the hare fand, and converfed together
till they talked themfelves to fleep ..

February zd. The next morning, at
day-break, the drivers began to re-load
the camels: at eight o'Clock the caravan
was again in motion ; from which time
till half an hour after four, they travel-
led amidft dreary hills of loofe and bar-
ren fand, where they faw neither man.
p'or beaft, neither wood nor water.

A fmall valley between the hills, from
which, to their great annoyance, the
fhiftingfandwascontilluallyblowndown.
upon them, was the place of their en-
campmenr ; a place entirely deftitute of

.water;
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water; but from this circumftance they
felt no fort of inconvenience, as they
had brought with them, 'in goat fkins, ,
an ample ftore.

February 3d. At half an hour after
feven in the morning, they proceeded
on their journey, and having emerged
from the {and hills about two in the.
afternoon, were charmed with the fight
of Olive and of Date trees, oflarge quan-
tities of white thorn, and of the Spanifh
broom; yet the foil is dry and ftoney,
and the few fields of grain which pre-
ferit themfel yes here and there to the
eye, exhibit in their fcanty and Ineagre
appearance, the marks of an ungracious
and fullen vegetation.

On the right or S.E. of their road, at
the diftance of about twenty miles, the
mountains ofGuariano and Miffelata rife

'upon
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upon the view-c-A. fight that recalls to
the mind of theexperienced Traveller;
and leads him to relate to the firanger,
the beauty of the vales, the richnefs of
the lands, abounding in corn and oil,
and the fierce inhof pitable difpofition of
the inhabitants, that compels the cara-
van to turn from their dominions, its
direct. and antient road, and take its
courfe among the defolate hills, and
dreary waftes of the (andy and barren

coaft."

A requefl

'* BEN ALI, a native of Morocco, who was lately In
England, and of whom an account is given in the Intro-

duction to Chapter IV. relates, that in proceeding from

Fezzan to Gharien, 011 his way to Tripoli, he was met by

feverai parties of Arabs, who were robbers by profeffion,

and who rendered the rout fa dangerous, that every indivi-

dual in the caravan was obliged to carry a gun, a brace of

piftols, and a yatagan or fabre. He defcribes the country

as
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.A requeft from the Shereef Fouwad
was now made to Mr. LUCAS for his-
confent .to encamp that evening in the
nei~hbourhood of an old Arab, his par-
ticular friend, with whom he had bufi ....
nefs to tranfact, but whofe refidence was
two hours march to the South ward of'
their road. They accordingly turned to
the South; and about five o'clock, after
a tedious and difficult paffage among
rocky hills, they approached the tents
of the Arab. The olel gentleqIap, at..,

COIn parried by his two fans and few at'.
tendants, came forward to meet them ;
and afterexpreffing great fatisfaction at

the

as pattlally cultivated; and remarks, that it is furnifhed

with few fprings, and is wholly deftitute of rivers.

By his account, the di!lancc from Fezzan to Gharien is

that of a journey of fix teen days,

He reprefents the rout from Ghatien to Tripoli as a (andy
~efart, and its length as that of a [even days journey,

- - - - - - - - - - - -
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the fight of his friend, the Shereef, he
ordered a tent to be cleared for their re ..
ccption, and in the mean time conducted
'them to a mat ,and carpet, which his I

fervants had fpread for them under a;

hedge , for, notwithftanding the feafon
of the year" the heat was already trou-
blefome. They had not been feated long
when their haft invited them to their
tent, in which a number of mats and
carpets were neatly laid.-A fheep was
killed, and rent ta be dreffed for their
{uppers; bowls of butter-milk were
brought for their prefent refrefhment,
and barley in abundance was given to

fuch of their cattle as were accuftomed
to that kind of food i' while the camels,
as ufual, were fent to feed alllong the
hills.

A~eight o'clock the fupperwas brought
to the tent, and was placed before rhem

in
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~
In t,YO large wooden difhes, Of thefe
the firft contained the mutton, which:
was boiled, and cut into fmall nieces!
the other was filled with a boiled pafte
of dried barley meal, made up in the
form of an Englifh pudding, and fur-
rounded with a g "cat quantity of oil.
This dith, which was intended as an ac...
cornpaniment to the mutton, and which
is in much eftimation at Tripoli, is called
bazeen,

While Mr. LUCAS tailed of the laff,
and eat w-ith pleafure of the firft of thefe
difhes, and the Fezzaners, with their
ufual difpatch, were devouring the can ...
tents of both, the old man and his fans:
flood by to fupply them with water and
butter-rnilk , for the rules of the Arab
hofpitality require, that during their
meals the matter of the houfe fhould ,',
wait upon his guefts.

Feb.
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Feb. 4th. The next morning, at fe-
:ven o'clock, the entertainment was re-
peated, with th~ fame marks of a kind
and liberal welcome; for the old man is
rich in corn and cattle, and having ob-
tained the character of a Muffelman
Saint, or Maraboot, is, on that account,
exempted from the payment of taxes.

After amarch of three hours, during
which the route was perplexed, and the
eye fatigued by a continued fucceffion
of rocky, hills, the caravan arrived at
the entrance of art extenfive and beau-
tifulplain, that every where exhibited
a luxuriant growth of Olive trees, inter-
mixed with Dates.

The next two hours brought them to
the' fea coaft, and to all that now exifts
of the town of Lebida, where, in the,
ruins of a temple, and in the much

H 1110rC
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more perfect remains of feveral trium-
phal arches, the Traveller contemplates
the magnificence of an antient Roman
colony; and difcovers, in the beauty and
fertile appearance of the a?joining plain,
the reafons Which led them to chufe, for
a fea-port town, a fituation that fur-
nifhes no natural harbour,

Eaftward of the ruins, for about five
and twenty miles, the foil, though en-
tirely unaided by the poor Arabs who
inhabit it, exhibits the fame luxuriant
vegetation; and the fcene is rendered
ftillmore interefting by the remains of
a ftupendous aqueduct, which formerly
conveyed to Lebida the. water of a' dif-
tant hill. ' , J

,
('

At half an hour after five, and in the
neighbourhood of a miferable village,
the caravan encamped forthe.night,

Feb.
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Feb. 5th. "The next day's journey,
:which was at~ended with nothing re-'
markable, ~nd during which they fol-
-lowed the line of the coafl, brought
them to Zuleteen, an inconfiderable
town, where they found that a boat, to
which a part of their baggage was in-
trufted, had been compelled by a ftorm
to depofit her cargo. From this circum-,
Jtance, and the neceflity which-followed
it, of hiring' fix 'additional camels for
.their ~oods, the departure of the cara-
van on the next day (February 6th) was
retarded till two o'clock in the after-
noon. At the end of the firft hour's
march, they were informed by forne
-friendly Arabs, who were moving their
tents and cattle, for the fake of protec-
tion, to the fuburbs of the town, that
'01'1 the preceding afternoon a party of
the rebel tribe of Hooled Benfoliman,
froth the neighbouring hills, had at-

Hz tacked
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tacked a fmall caravan belonging to Me-
furata, and after killing four of the peo-
ple, had carried off the camels and bag-
ga~e: - and they were alfo informed,
that on that very. morning tw~ men,
who were going from Mefurata to the
.market, which is held at fame diftance
from the town, were robbed and killed
by the fame party. At this news a Coun-
cil was Iummoned to determine on the
'prudence ofattempting to proceed; for
the Shereefs began to diftruft the fuffi-
ciency of that title to an exemption from
the violence of war, on which, when
the danger was diftant, they had fo con-
fidently relied. The opinion of Mr. Ltr-
CAS being afked, he, obferved, that ias
,the party ~hich committed the depre-
dations were defcribed as not more than
forty or fifty in number, and were con-
fequently much too weak to refill: the
detachment that, they muft be ,fure,

woUld
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would be fent from Mefurata to revenge
the violence of which they had been
guilty, he had not the fmalleft doubt of
their being already returned to the re-
fuge of their mountains) butthat at any
rate, their own numbers, confidering
how well they were armed, were amply
fufficient to defend them from the at-
tacks of fuch petty marauders. Pleafed
with an opinion which gave them the
profpeCl:of but little danger, they frefh
. primed their mufkets and piftols, and
.finging as they went, drove merrily on.

. At fix o'clock they encamped upon a
hill directly oppofite to the enemy's
mountains, that were now within twelve. .
or fifteen miles; and having lighted, by
. Mr. LUCAS'S advice, about feventy fires,
for which the dry brufh -wood that was
near them furnifhed the means, they
had foon the fatisfaction of obferving,

H 3 that
,
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that the fires of the enemy, who proba-
bly miftook them for the troops of Me-
furata, were all extingui1hed.

Feb. 7th. The next morning at day-
break, in the midft of a ftorm from the
s. w. of violent rain and wind, they left
the' hill; and after a tempeftuous march"
of four hours, they difcerned through"
the heavy atmofphere, which now be-
gan to clear, a party of fifty or fixty

Arabs upon a rifing ground, at a diftance.
to the left.-That more were concealed'
behind the hill, they had not the fmall-·
.eft doubt; but as efcape was impoffible,
and confultation ufelefs, they refolved
unanimoufl y to make rather than receive
the attack. The Shereef Fouwad took
the command, and having given the'
chargeof the camels to' the three Ne-
gros and their wives, with orders to drive
them flowly, and keep them clofe toge-

ther,
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ther, led on the reft of the party. The
horfe, with the Shereef at their head, .
formed the .van, while thofe on foot
were mixed together in a croud, dancing..
and fhouting, and twirling their mufkets
over their heads, and running ro~nd·
each other like madmen, till they came
within fhot of their antagonifts, when,
they fuddenly difperfed, and each man
fquatted down behind a bufh, to fhelter
himfelf and take a furer aim. The
horfe were now clofe upon the enemy,
and were levelling their pieces at the ..
foremoft, when one. of the latter laid ~
down his' mufket, and called to them
I .'

not to fire, for they were friends. .

A moment's paufe was followed by a
mutual recollection, and they exhibited,
on both fides, the moft extravagant
l.'llarks of joy. They. ran. round each-
other like a flock of frighted fheep, .and-
.' I i H 4 danced
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danced, and fhouted, and twirled their
guns over their heads, till they were
tired, when they fat down and began. a
reciprocal congratulation 011 their fafe-
ty. The ftrangers faid that they were
.herdfmen belonging to Mefurata, that
.for want of pafturage near the town,
they had brought their flocks to feed
Upon thefe hills , that they were 200

armed men, and that they did not fear
the enemy.

After this information, and the ex-
;change of civilities, the caravan conti-
.nued its journey, and at fix in the even..
ing arrived at Mefurata,

, The Governor, whofe politenefs and
natural good fenfe had been improved
by a long refidence in Italy, receivedMr.
LUCAS with marks of the greateft at-
tention; but expreffed his fear that,

while

I
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while the war continued, the Shereefs
would not be able to obtain from the

'. Rebel Arabs, who alone could furnifh
them, the 120camels which were requi-
fire for the conveyance of their goods:
.and that, as the profpect of peace was at
prefent remote, and the fultry feafon
would foon commence, he faw but little
chance of their reaching Fezzan before
the following Winter.

Feb. 9th. Information was now re-
ceived at Mefurata, that the Bey's army,
which confifred of I,500 horfe, and
6,00Q foot, was encamped within five
hours march of the Rebels, whofe force
was cornpofed of 600 horfe and 10,000

foot, and was commanded by a power-
ful Chief of the name of Seife Bannazar.

It was alfo faid, that the Tribes of the
friendly Arabs, who formed the prin-

cil)al
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cipal part of the Tripoline army, were
too clofely connected, by intermarriages .
and the force of antient alliance, with.
many of the Rebel Clans, to bring with
them to'the battle that fort of zeal which
Government could fafely truft.

Feb. loth. Such was the fituation of
affairs when the Shereef Fouwad re-
quefted from the 8overnor, to whom
he was ftrongly recommended by the
Minifter, a public and formal declara-
tion, that if the hoftile Arabs would fend
to Mefurata 120 camels, with their dri-
vers, for the conveyance of the mer-
chandize of the Shereefs to Fezzan, both
they and their catttle fhould be perfectly
fecure, The Governor replied, that by
his own authority alone he could not,
with either prudence or-effect, announce
to the' Rebel Arabs fuch 'a ftipulation ,
but that he would fummon a Council of

the
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the Chiefs of the town; and would pro-
pofe the bufinefs to them; though he
himfelf was perfuaded, that fhould they
confent to the Shereef's requifition, as
he hoped they would, the Rebel Arabs .
were much too cautious to rely on the
good faith of fuch an engagement.

Feb. r rth. The next morning, a
Council of fix of the principal inhabi ..
rants, with the Governor as Prefident,
affembled in Mr. LUCAS'S tent, (for the
Governor's own houfe was near the fea,
at the diftance of fix miles from Mefu-
rata) and unanimoufly L agreed that a
letter fhould be written by the Gover-
nor, and figned by himfelf and by all the
Members of the Council, to affure the
hoftile Arabs, that fuch of their camels
and of their people, as they might fend
at' the requeft of the Shereef, fhould
neither be detained or molefted within

the
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the jurifdiction of Mefurata. This let-
ter, accomp.anied by one from the She-
reef, in which he defired to be furnifhed
with 120 camels for the carriage of his
goods, was accordingly fent on that very
day, by an exprefs, to a rebel province,
in which he had many friends.and which
.is called G uad y .

Feb. rath. In three days from the
time of his departure, the exprefs re..
turned, and brought with him a reply,
in which the Arabs obferved that, as the
country was in arms they could notwith
prudence truft their camels from under
their own protection, much lefs could
they [pare their people.

Notwithftandingthis anfwer, the She-
reef Fouwad conceived that the refufal
of the Arabs was folely dictated by a dif-
t·ruft of the fort of fecurity which was

offered
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offered by the Governor and Council of
Mefurata, for independently of the
doubtswhich the Arabs might entertain
of their good faith, it was evident, that
without the fanction of the -Bey, who
commanded the army, their engage-
merit, at the utmoft, could not extend
beyond their own jurifdiction, But if
the Bey himfelf would guaranty the
fafety of the camels' and their drivers,
by granting them a pafs, the Shereef
concluded that the real objection of the '
,Arabs would be entirely removed. With
this view, on the 27th of February, the
Shereef and two of his countrymen fet
out for the camp, which they reached
on the fecond day,as it was not far from
Mefurata; but their trouble was fruit-
lefs, for the Bey could not be prevailed
on to affent to their propofal.

All hopes of obtaining! before the
COl1-
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conclufion of the war, a fufficient con-
veyance for the goods being thus at an
_end, the Council' refolved that, until
peace fhould be eftablifhed, the Shereefs
and the other Merchants of the caravan,
fhould be at liberty to warehoufe their
packages in the public ftore-rooms of
the Governor.

" Deprived, in this manner, of all pro-
fpea: of arriving this year atFezzan, and
doubtful if the fiate of the country
would encourage, or his own fituation
permit the attempt in the Winter,Mr.
LUCAS refolved to avail himfelf to the
utmoft of fuch means of information as
the knowledge of his fellow-travellers
enabled them to afford.

. He had already difcovered that the
little old Shereef Imhammed had been
often employed by the King of Fezzan

as

\

I
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as his Factor in the Slave Trade; and in
that capacity had travelled to Bornou and
different parts of Nigriria , and he now
determined to cultivate his friendfhip
with double folicitude, and by occafional
prefents and frequent converfation, to
draw from hi In an account of the count"
tries which he had feen. With this view
he, one evening, took from his pocket
his map of Africa, and after fatisfying
the Shereef's curiofityas to its nature
and ufe, told him that he once intended
it as aprefent to the King of Fezzan ,
but, that having difcovered in it feveral
miftakes, he now propofed 'to draw ano-
ther that fhould be more correct. The
Shereef replied, that the-King would be
highlypleafecl with fuch a prefent, Mr.
LUCAS faid, that if he would affiil: him
with an account of the diftances from
place to place, in fuch parts of the coun-.
try- as he had. vifited, and with their,

names
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names in Arabic, and would alfo fatisfy
.him as to fuch queftions as he fhould
afk, he would prepare two corrected co-
pies of the map, and would give one of
them to the King and the other to him-
felf. ~The Shereef was delighted with ..
the propofal , and they immediately re-
.tired to a fand hill at fome diftance from
.the tent, that their converfation might
be unreferved and uninterrupted. Many
fucceffive days were employed in the
fame manner; and as Mr. LUCAS wrote
down, at the time, the information
which he obtained, he was foon pof-
feffed of fuch an account of Fezzan,
Bornou, and Nigritia, efpecially of the
two former, as much diminifhed the
chagrin of his own difappointment,

, One afternoon, as they fat together
on the cuftomary hill, they were fud-
denly difturbed by the loud fcreams and

difmal
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difrl1al howlings of all the wome~1 of
Mefurata-a mode of alanning and col-:
Iecting the men, which is always prac-
tifed among the Arabs; on the approach'
of thieves, or of an invading enemy.

Itt a few minutes the townfmen were
under arms, and tOgethet with .the She-
reef Fouwad,the other Fezzaners, and
Mr. LUCAS'S Black, went haftily on to
the place' where the Rebels were faid to
have appeared :-there they found that
the women had been deceived. It Ieems
an afs had ftrayed into a field of barley;
and as the owner of the corn, who was'
armed, and happened to pafs by at the
time, went into ~he field to drive out the
animal, the women miftook him for one
of the Rebels, and conceiving that many
lUore were concealed, (for they often
corrie down from themountains to fteal
the cattle) had given the ufual alarm.

I In
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In a few minutes, Mr. LUCAS and the
old Shereef, who had both continued on
the hill, obferved the Fezzaners coming
fulkily back, and curfing the women for
fa foolifh adifturbance, whilft the rownf-
men, on the contrary, fired their pieces ..
and rejoiced in their difappointment
as much as if they had conquered an
army.

A few days afterwards, a fecond alarm
was given, and with much more reafon
than the firft , for a party of the Rebel
.Arabs, fame 011 horfeback, and others
on foot, had fuddenly appeared within
two miles of the town, and after killing
two herdfmen, and feizing three Black
Ilaves, their affiftants, had carried off
fixty goats, fourteen cows" and three ca-
mels.

The attack was made at a time when
moft
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rnoft of the townfmen were at the mar- .
'ket, which is held at the diftance of
three miles from Mefurata ; and to add
to their indignation, it was made in a
place which hitherto had been deemed
inviolable; for the land on which the cat-
tle were feeding was confidered as under
the immediate protection of a departed
Saint, whofe remains were buried there,
and whofe fanctuary, it was thought, no
Muffelman, however accuftomed to rob-
bery and blood, could venture to profane.

March r jth. Letters by expre[s from
the camp were now received bOy the Go-
vernor, which announced, that in con ..
fequence of the Bey's having entered
the country of the Rebels, and turned
his cattle to pafture in their corn, an
engagement, which foon became gene-
ral, had enfued , that after a 10[s of 150

men, the Rebels had retired to the moun-
I 2 tains



M11.· LUCAS'

tains , and that the Bey, at the expenee
in killed and wounded, of not more than
twenty-fix horfe and feventy or eighty
foot, had obtained poffeffion of ten or
twel ve thoufand fheep, and of three
hundred camels.

Mr. LUCAS congratulated the, Gover-
nor on the victory, who thanked him;
but" I fear," [aid he, fhaking his head.
" that the news requires confirmation.
There was a time, indeed, when the peo-
ple of Tripoli knew how to conquer,
and the Arabs to tremble at the fight of

t"an encampmen •. '

-
, March 15th. On the next day but one,
accounts were brought by different per-
fans who arrived from the calnp, that
there had indeed been a fkirmifh, in their
relation of which they varied much from
each other; but they all agreed that the

Bey



COMMUNICATIONS; 1I7

Bey had loft the greater number of men,
and that. the only cattle which he had
obtained, were a few camels and fome
fheep that the ftraggling parties from the
camp had feized,

Wearied with fruitlefs expectations of
a peace, difappointed in their expedi-
ents, and warned by the increafing heat,
that the feafon for a journey to Fezzan
was alread y part, the Shereefs now re-
fol ved to proceed to the intended places
of their Summer reiidence.

The Shereef Fouwad retired to Wa-
dan, his native town; and the Shcreef
Imharnmed, with tears in his eyes, and
an eamcfl prayer that he might fce his
friend Mr. LUCAS again in November,
retired to the mountains, where he had
many acquaintance, and could li ve at a
Imall exp nee.

March
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March zoth. A few days afterwards,
Mr. LUCAS took leave of the Governor,
to whofe ci vilities he had been much in-
debted, and having accompanied a fmall
caravan as far as Lebida, embarked in a
coaJl:ing veffel at the neighbouring vil-
lage of Legatah, and went by fea to Tri-
poli, where the Bafhaw, upon whom he
waited, and to whom with many ac-
knowledgments he returned the mule,
not only received him with great kind-
nefs, but expreffed his hope that better
fortune would attend him another year.

April 6th. Fr0111 Tripoli he failed for
Malta, and after a tedious quarantine,
which the fufpicion of the plague at
Mefurata had 111uch prolonged, he took
his departure for Marfeilles, and on the
Q,6th of July arrived in England,

INTRO~



INTRODUCTION

TO

CHAPTER IV.

AN account has already been given of
the opportunity which the length of
his refidence in Mefurata afforded to Mr.
LUCAS, of obtaining from the Shereef
Imhammed a defcription of the King-
dom of Fezzan, and of fuch of the coun-
tries beyond it to the South as the She ...
reef himfelf had vifited.

But though this intelligent ftr~nger
had no difcoverable moti ve for dccep ...
tion, yet as the folitary evidence of any
individual excites but a dubious belief,
Mr. LUCAS was anxious to learn from

the
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the Governor of Mefurata. who had for-
merly travelled to Fezzan, his idea of
the truth of the Narrative. With this
view he aiked and received the Gover-
nor's permiffion to read to him the me-
morandums that the repeated converfa-
tions of Imharnmed h: d enabled him to

make.

" The Shereef's Account of Fezzan,"
faid the Governor," my own knowledge

, .

confirms ;: and many of the particulars
which he relates of Bornou and Cafhna
I have heard from the report of others.
His countrymen fay that he is better ac-·
quainted with both than any other in-;
dividual among rhem ; and fuch is the
opinion which the King h imfelf enter-
tains of his probity, knowledge, and ta-
lents, that to his management is 'always
entrufted whatever bufinefs in either of

.tuofq
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thofe empires his Sovereign has to tran-
fau."

ButwhileMr. LUCAS, with a prudent
and laudable caution, was thus endea-
vouring to afcertain the truth of the
Shereefs account, another, and perhaps
more decifi ve teft of its value was fortu-
nately obtained in England.-For, be-
fore the return of 11r. LUCAS, or the
arrival of his papers, the Committee of
the Affociation, affifled by Mr. DODS-

WORTH, (whofe refidence of fourteen
years in Barbary had given him a com-
petent knowledge of Arabic) had pro-
cured from Bell.Alli, a native of Moroc-
co, at that time in London, an account
of all thofe countrie to the South of tl e
Defart of Zahara, which, in the courfe
of his extenfive Travels as a Merchant,
he had formerly vifited : and though his
remarks "'ppear to be thofc of a flperfi-

eial
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cial 'Obferver, who pofleffes activity of
fpirit rather than energy of mind, and
whofe remembrance of what he faw is
impaired by the lapfe of near twenty
years; yet, (aswill be feen in the follow-
ing pages) the general conformity of his
defcription of Bornou to that which the
Shereef has given, has an obvious ten-
dency to firengthen the credit of the
latter.

This fhort account of the nature of the
only external evidence that has yet been
obtained in fupport of the following Nar-
rative, feemed to be due from the Com-
mittee; but in what degree that evidence
is irnpreffive of belief, or what internal
marks of authenticity the Work itfelf
may afford, the judgment of others Inuit
decide; for on thefe points, it is evident
that each individual muft determine for
himfelf In forming his opinion, how-

ever,
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ever, it is requifite he Ihould know, that
while the moil anxious attention has
been given to the faithful prefervation
of the fenfe of the Original, an entire
change has been made in its language
and arrangement; a change which, the
obvious advantage of methodizing con-
verfations, asdefulrory as they were nu-
merous, of feparating the blended ac-
counts of unconnected objects, and of
uniting a variety of broken and detached
defcriptions of the fame thing, has una-
voidably occaiioned.

CHAPTER





CHAPTER IV.

Rout from Mifurata. --- Enumeration of 1M
principal Towns if Fezzan---Account ,if its
Climate and principal produclt'ons---Defcrip-

tion if the Manners, Religion, and Gouern-
ment if its People, their Revenue, Adm~·nijlra ..
tion of Jujlice, and Military Force.

FEZZAN, whofe fmall and circular do-
main is placed in the vaft Wildernefs,
as an ifland in the midft of the ocean.Is
fituated to the South of Mefurara. A
journey of eight days, through diftricts
but little inhabited or improved, though
naturally not un fertile, conducts the
Traveller to the town of Wadan, where

every
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e rery requifite for the refrefhment of
the caravan is found.-Frorn thence, in
five hours, he arrives at the forlorn vil-
lage of Houn, on the edge of the Defart
of Soudah, on whofe black and obdurate
foil, the bafis of which is a foft ftone, 'no
vegetable but the Talk is feen to grow-.
To this tree, which is of the fize of the
.fmall Olive, and bears a fprig of yellow
flowers, the hufbandman of Fezzan is
indebted for the hard and lemon-colour;
ed wood of which he forms the handles
'of his tools, and the frames of his larger
inftruments, Having croffed the Defart,
which furnifhes no water, and for the
paiGge of which four days are requifite,
the ,Traveller accepts the refrefhrnents
of a miferable village that affords him
nothing but dates of the worft quality,
fome brackifh water, and a fmall fupply
of Indian corn, of the fpecies called Gaf-
fob. From Zeghen, by which name the

\
village
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village is diftinguifhec1, a lingle day con-
duCts him to the town of Sebbah, where
the large remain s of an antient cattle,
built upon a hill, and other venerable
ruins, that in point of extent are com-
pared to thofe of Lebida, imprefs on. his
mind the melancholy idea of departed
greatne[s; while, on the other hand,
the humble dwellings of the modern in- .
habitants, and the rich vegetation of
their neighbouring fields, prefent to his
eye an ample ftore of all that is requifite
for the fuftenance of Inan.-Dates, bar-
ley, Indian corn, pornpions, cucumbers,
fig trees, pomegranates, and apricots,
and for meaner purpofes, the white
thorn and Spaniih broom are defcribed
as but a part of the numerous vegeta-
bles that reward the indufiry of the peo-
ple. The animals in which they moft
abound are faid to be the common fowl,

and
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and the brown long-haired and broad-
tailed fheep.

From Sebbah a journey of two clays
tranfports the Traveller to Goddoua, a
fmall town of fimilar produce; and from
thence, in two days more.Jie arrives at
Mourzouk, the capital of the kingdom

•
of Fezzan,

This city";' is furrounded by a high
wall.which not.only furnifhes the means

of

* The capital of Fezzan is fituared on the banks of a

{mall river, and is alfo Iupplied with water from a multitude
of fprings and wells•

. Being formerly built with {lone, it fiil! retains the appel-

lation of a Chriftian Town; and the medley which it pre-

fents to the eye, of the vail ruins of antient buildings, and

of the humble cottages of earth and [and that form the·

dwellings of its prefent Arab inhabitants, is fingula.dy gro-

tefque and Ilrange,

BEN ALLI.
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of defence, but affords to-the Govern-
ment an opportunity of collecting, at its
,three gates, a tax on all goods (though
provifions are- exempted) that are
brought for the fupply of its people.
Its diftance from Mefurata, which bor ...
ders on the coaft, and with refpect to
which its firuati.m is nearly South, is
about* 3901uiles.

Eaftward of Mourzouk, and fituated
in a diflrict of remarkable fertility) is

K the

'lI< /11 this tjlimate of djjia11Ct!, the rate if tr auelling isfup-

pofod to be twenty-huo miles pel" day: - a emclujion that
arifes from the time that was employed by Mr. Luc AS in tra-

veIling from 'T'ripoli to A41ul"ata; for in that journey of 150

miles, flven day. were eonJumedj and though the caravan

was detained for a few hours 011 tbefea coqjl, and was em-

ployed during four more in paJling to and from the tents of the

Arab, yet tbefo loffil wen probabl), compmJated by the extra-
Brdinary diJPatch with which, in cortJcquence of their par/I

tlu gNatejl part oj their journey was performed,
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the town of Zueela, in which the rem-
nants of antient buildings, the number
and fize of the cifterns, and the conftruc-
tion of the vaulted caves, intended per-
haps as repofitories for corn, exhibit
fuch veftiges of antient fplendour, as
will probably attract, and may highly
reward the attention-of the future Tra-
veller.

To the South of Zueela, and nearly at
the fame diftance from the capital, is the
town of j ermah, which, like Zueela, is
~lifiinguifhed by the numerous herds,
efpecially of fheep and goats, that are
fe~n around it; by the various and
abundant produce of its adjacent fields;
and by. numerous and majeftic ruins"
that exhibit to the iguorant inhabitants
~f:its clay-built cottage? infcriptions of
~ hichthey ,~(nownot the meaning, and
'; _. veft._ig_e~



COMMUNICATIONS. f'3I

vefiiges of greatnefs to which they afe
perfectly indifferent. -

Teffouwa, a confiderable town, is alfo
fituated to the Eaftward of the capital;
but feClTISto have no claim to particular
attention. Near this town, a river which
the Shereef defcribes as overwhelmed
in the moving fands, but which he re ..
members a deep and rapid ftrearn, had
formerly its courfe,

More remote from Mourzouk, being
diflant frOIDitin aN. Evdirection, about
120 miles, is the large town of Temmif ...
£'1. Here the caravan of Pilgrims from
Bornou and Nigritia, which takes its
departure from Mourzouk, and travels
by the way of Cairo to Mecca, ufually
provides the flares of corn and dates,
and dried meat, that ate requifite fat its
dreary paffage,

Kz S. E.
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J S. E. from the capital, and diftant from
it about fixty miles, is the fmall town of
:Kattron, which feems to be remarkable
for ·nothing but the quantity which it
breeds of the common fowl, and for the
'abundant crops of Indian corn which
the neighbouring lands afford.

Very differently diftinguifhed is the
town.or rather th eprovince, of Mendrah,
for though much of ,its land is a conti-
nued level of hard and barren foil, the
.quantity of Trona, a fpecies of foffil al-
.kali that floats on the furface, or fettles
on the banks of its numerous fmoaking
Jakes, has given it a higher importance
than that of the moft fertile diftricts.

" .
'Of this:valuable produce great quan-

.tities are annually brought by the Mer-
chants of Fezzan . to Tripoli, from.
whence it is fhipped for Turkey and
". /. Tunis,
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Tunis, and the dominions of the Empe ...
ror of Morocco. The people of the lat ..
rer employ it as an ingredient in the red
dye of the leather, for which they are
famous, and in that of the woollen caps
that are worn by the Arabs and the
Moors as the bafis of their turbans.

The fituation of Mendrah is nearly
South from the capital, and is diftant
from it about fixty miles.

To the account that has been given of
the principal towns of Fezzan, that of
Tegerhy~alone remains to be added. h
is but a fmall town, is fituated S. W. of
the capital, about eighty miles, and col-
lects from its lands but little other pro-
duce than dates and Indian corn. The
territory of Fezzan, to the Weftward of
the capital, appears to extend but a little
way; for on that fide, the fullen barren-

K 3 nefs
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nefs of the Defart, more effectually than.
the ftrongeft human power, prefcribes
a limit to the purfuits of Avarice and to
the efforts of Ambition .

. Of the fmaller towns of Fezzan, and
of its fcattered villages, the number of
which, including that of the towns, is
faid to be little lefs than one h undred,
the Shereef has given no particular de-
fcription,

The towns themfelves appear to be
chiefly inhabited by hufbandmen and
fhepherds , for.jhough they alfo contain
the Merchants, the Artificers, the Mi-
niftersof Religion, and the Officers of
the Executive Government j yet, the bu-
finefs of agdculture and pafturage feems
to be the principal occupation of the
nativesof Fezzan. "

..
., ./ '. ," •• J ". ... In
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In every town a market for butcher's
meat, and corn, and fruit, and garden
vegetables, is regularly held. Mutton
and goats flefh are fold by the quarter,
without being weighed: the ufual price
of a quarter of a goat or Iheep is from
thirty-two to forty grains of gold duft,
or from four to five fhillings of Engliih
1110ney. The flefh of the camel, which
is much more highly valued, is com-
1110nlyfold at a dearer rate, and isdivided
into fmaller lots.

The houfes, like thofe of the little
vilbges in the neighbourhood of Tri-
poli, are built of clay, and are covered
with a flat roof, that is compofed of the
bouzhs and branches of trees, on whichu

a quantity of earth is laid. Inartificial
and defeaive as this covering appears,
it is fuited to the climate: for as rain is
never known in Fez zan, the principal

K 4 requifites
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requifires of. a roof are fhelter from the
pews, and protection from the fun. I>".)

',-The heats of the Summer, which 1.>e..,.
gins in April and continues till Novem-
ber, are [0 intenfe, that, from nine in the
morning till fun-fer, the ftreets are fro'!"
quented onl y by the labouring people,
and even in the houfes ref pirarion would
be difficult, if the expedient of wetting
the apartments did not -furnifh its falu-
tary aid.. Of this torrid clime the fierce-
nefs is chiefly felt from the, month of
May to the latter end.of .Auguft , during
which period, the courfe ofthe wind .is
ufually from the E. the S. E. the .S, or
the S.W. an 1though from the two latter
points it blows with viojence, the heat is
often fuch .as to rhreaten inftant fuffo-
cation : but If it happens to change, ,as~
ipr a {e,wdays, ~t fometimes does, to ~y

, 1 \w
d 1n',
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vV. orN. W. a reviving frefhnefs jP1r~

mediately fucceeds.

The drefs of the inhabitants of Fez- .
zan is fimilar to that of the Moors o{
Barbary. The immediate covering of
the body confifts of a pair of large trow-,
fers. of linen or cloth, which defcends
to the [mall of the leg, and of a fhirt;. c

which is wide in the fleeves, but loofe
at the breaft, and the Ikirts of which
hang over and conceal the upper part
of the rrowfers. Next to the fhirt is
worn a kInd of waiftcoat, which in fhape
refclnbles the fhirt, except that it has no
fleeves, and that it reaches no lower than
the waift; and to the waiftcoat is fuper-
added a jacket, with tight fleeves which
extend to th.e wrift, but which are l~ft
unbuttoned and 'open from the wrift al-
roOfl: to the elbow. Th us far their drcTh
may be faid to be fimilar to that of a

Britifh
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.Britifh feaman, its colour excepted, and'
except too, that the .fhirt is not open at
the breaft, that the waifi:coat is not faft-
ened with buttons, but is put on like the
fhirt, and that the bottom of the fhirt
hangs down on the out fide of the trow-
fers.

Over the jacket is worn a loofe robe,
which reaches below the knee; and the
Ileeves of. which, though wider than
thofe of the jacket, arc made in the fam .
form, and, like them, are left open at the
wrift.

A girdle of crimfon filk binds the robe
to the waift , and a long cloth (called a
barakan or alhaique) of the fhape of a
Highlander's plaid, and worn in the fame
way, is thrown over the whole. The
legs, as far as the calves, to which the

trowfers
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rrowfers defcend, are covered with a kind
of fhort ftockings, which are made of

'. leather, and are laced like the half boot
of an Engliihman. The feet are aCCOlTI-
modated with flippers; and the head is
proteCted by a red woollen cap, which is
incirc1ed by the folds of a filk or muflin

turban.

Ample as this cloathing may appear,
the farther provifion of a long cloak
.with a large hood is often confidered as
requifite. It is called a bumoofe, and in
fine weather is ufually carried on the
ihoulder.

Such, when complete, is thedrefs of the
inhabitants of Fezzan. But in the SlUTI-

mer months theC01111TIOnpeople have no
other covering than the drawers: which
decency requires; and the caps, which
protect their heads from the immediate

action
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action of the fun; for in other refpects
their bodies are completely naked.

Nature and cuftom have formed their
.conftitutions to fuch high degrees of
heat, that any approach to the common
temperament of Europe entirely deftroys
their comfort , for Mr. LUCAS often ob-
ferved, in his journey to Mefurata, that
when the fcorchingheatofthe noon-day
beams had compelled him to feek the
.fhade, his fellow-travellers, efpecially if
the wind was in the North, laid them-
fe1ves down, upon the fand in the open
fun, in order to receive a double portion
of its warmth; and when, as their cuf-
tom was, they enquired after his.health,
they, almoft always, concluded with the
cxpre:ffion, " Heack m'andick berd," we

hope you are not cold.

The difeafes that are moil frequent in
Fezzan
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Fezzan are thofe of the inflammatory 7

and thofe of the putrid kind .

. The fmall-pox is common among the
inhabitants; violent head - achs attack
them in the ·Summer; and they are often.
afflicted with rheumatic pains.

Their old women are their principal
phyficians. For pains in the head they
prefcribe cupping and bleeding; for
pains in the Iirnbs they fend their pati-
ents to bathe in the hot lakes, which pro-
duce the trona; and for obfiinate achs
and 'ftrains, and long continued fiiffaefs
in the mufcles, they have recourfe, like
the horfe-doCtors of Europe and 'the
phyficians of Barbary. to the application
of a burning iron.

The ufe of the firongcfi oils, and of
the
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the moil powerful herbs, is alfo frequent
among them.

.
To the nature of their climate the

'gteateft part of their difeafes is probably
owing; 'and to this caufe they are cer-
tainly indebted for the extraordinary
multitude of noxious and of loathfome,
animals that infeft their country. Ad-
ders, fnakes, fcorpions, and toads, are
the conftant inhabitants of their fields,
their gardens, and their houfes. The
air is crowded with rnofquitos; and per-
fons of every rank are over-run with all
the different kinds of vermin that attack
the beggars of Europe; and though in
the Summer the fleas inti rely difappear,
the inhabitants are fcarcely feniible of
relief.

In their perfons, the natives of Fez-
zan
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zan incline to the Negro lunch more
than to the Arab caft. Thofe who tra-
velled with Mr. LUCAS from Tripoli to
Mefurata, and who were fourteen in
number, had ihort curly black hair,
thick lips, flat broad nofes, and a dark+
fkin, which, either from their habitual
naftinefs, the vermin with which they
are covered, or the natural ranknefs of
their peripiration, emits the moft nau-
feous and fetid em uvia, They are tall;
but not ftrong; well ihapec1, yet indolent,
inactive, and weak; and though the She-
reef Fouwad is defcribed as majefiic in
his appearance, yet his countrymen, in
general, are confidered at Tripoli as a
people of remarkable uglinefs.

Iil

.;t The people are of a deep Iwarthy complexion.

BEN ALLI.
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In their common intercourfe with each
other all diftinctions of rank appear to
be forgotten; for the Shereef and. the
Ioweft plebean, the rich and the poor,
the matter and the mao, converfe farni ....
liarly, and eat and drink together; Ge..
nerous and erninentl y hofpitable, tho
·Fezzaner, let his fare be fcanty or abun ....
dant, is ever defirous that others fhoukl
partake of his meal; and if twenty peo-
ple fhould unexpectedly vifit his dwell-
ing, they Inuit all participate as far as it
will go.

When they fettle their money tranfac ....
tions, they fquat down upon the ground,
and having levelled a fpot with their
hands, make dots as they reckon; and if
they find thernfel ves wrong, they finooth
thefpotagain, and repeat theca1culation.
All this rime the by-ftanders, though,'
they have nothing to do with the bufi-

nefs,

.-
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nefs, are as eager to put in their word,
and to correct miftakes, as if the affair
were their own. Even in common con ..
verfation, if they fit without doors, they
level the fand in order to go on with their
difcourfe, and at every fentence mark it
with their fingers.

An extenfi ve plain, encom paffed by
mountains, the irregular circle of which
is interrupted on the Weft, where it
feems to communicate with the Defart,
com pofes the Kingdom of Fez zan. To the
influence of the neighbouring heights
it may poffibly be owing, that in Fezzan,
as in the Upper Egypt, the fituation of
which is extrernel y fimilar, no rain IS

, ever known to fall.

A light (and confti tutes the general
foil; .and fand hills of various forms are
feen in particular diftricts; but though

~ tIle
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character of the furface and the drynefs
of the Heavens may feern to announce
an eternal fterility, yet the Iprings are fo
abundant, and [0 ample a {tore of fub-
terraneous water is fupplied by the ad-
jacent. heights, that few regions in the
North of Africa exhibit fl richer vegeta-
. tion. FrOlTI wells of eight or ten feet
deep, with feveral of which every gar-
den and every field are furnifhed, the
hufbandman waters, at fun-rife, the na-
tural or artificial productions of his land.
Of thefe the principal are,

The Talk; a tree that in fize refem-
bles the [mall Olive. It flowers in yel-
low fprigs, and fupplies the hard and
lemon-coloured wood, from which the
handles and frames of the Fezzanner's
inftruments of hufbandry are made:

The White Thorn :
A kind
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·A kind of brufhwcod that refernbles
the Spanifh broom:

The Date tree, which is common:

The Oli ve and the Lime, which are de-
fcribed as fcarce , the Apricot, the Po-
megranate, and the Fig:

Indian corn and barley, the two fa...
vourite objects of the Fezzanner's culti-
vation:

Wheat, of which but little is raifed :

Pompions or calabafh, carrots, cucum-
bers, onions, and garlick .
•

of the tame animals that are raifed in
Fezzan, the Shereef enumerates,

L'2 The
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.The Sheep, which is defcribed as of a
light brown colour; as having a broad
tail, and as cloathed with a fpecies 'of
hair rather than of wool:

The Cow, which does not feem to be
common, except in a few diftricts In
which the pafture is excellent:

.. The Goat, and the Camel:

,tA 'fpedes of the dorneftic fowl of Eu..
rope.

The ;;i/d animals of the country are,

; The Oftrich:

Antelopes of various kinds, one of
wlaich is called the Huadee, and is cele-
brated for the fingular addrefs with
,_hich, when chafedbythe hunreramidft

its

')
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its craggy heights, it plunges from the
precipice, and lighting on its hams, with-
out danger of purfuit, continues till-
evening in the vale below:

A fpecies of deer of a fmaller iize than
the COmlTIOnpark deer of En-gland. Its
head, neck, and back, are of a brownifh
red; and a pale ftreak of the fame colour,
runningol1 a white ground, is continued
on each fide from the haunch to the
hoof: the reft of the boo y is of a dear
and delicate white. Such, if the Fez ....
zanners are to be credited, is the clean-
linefs of its temper, or fuch, more pro-
bably, is its diflike to the chill of a wa-
tery foil, that during the aurumnal r ins,
which fall in the Defarts of Zahara,
where it chiefly inhabits, no traces of
its lying down have ever Jet been feen.
In the ftillnefs of the night it often ven-
rures to the corn fields of Fezzan, where)

L 3 in.
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in traps prepared for the purpofe, it is

fometimes taken.

Thefood of the lower claffes of the peo-
ple confifts of the flour of Indian corn,
feafoned with oil; of elates, apricots, and
pomegranates. and of calabafhes, cu-
cumbers, and garden roots.

Perfons of a fuperior rank are alfo fup ...
plied with wheat bread, which is baked
in their own houfes , with mutton, goats
flefh, the flefh of the camel, and that of
the antelope; and with a great variety
of fruits, and of garden vegetables.

Fezzan produces a fufficiency of falt
for the confumption of its own inhabi-
tants,

The water in general has a mineral
rafte; yet fame of the fprings are pure:

but
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but the favourite beverage confifis of a
liquor which the date tree, like the palm,
affords. At firft it poffeffes the mild fla..
vour-and cooling quality of orgeat; but
acquires, when fermented, an acefcent
tafte and intoxicating firength that are
ftill more highly valued.

To the palm the lofs of fo large a pro-
portion of its fap is generally fatal; but
the hardier date tree recovers from its
wound, and in the courfe of two or three

,
years regains its former health.

In their ~elt$ion (he people of Fezzan
are rigid Mahometans; not intolerant
to the opinions of others, but ftrict and
fuperftitious in the obfervance of their
own.

The Government of Fezzan is purely
monarchical; but its powers, which feem

L 4 to



to be r.e~riaed by the influence of opi-
Won, are adminiftered with fuch pater-.
nal regard to the happinefs of the people,
the rights of property are .f() much re-
vered, the taxes are fo moderate, and the
courfe of juftice is directed by fo firm,
and yet fo temperate a hand, that the
inhabitants of Fezzan (as far as judge-
ment can be formed from the feelings of
thofe who travelled with Mr. LUCAS)

a~e'affectionately and ardently attached
to their Sovereign."

The

.. To th'eje [entiments of C01!ftant regard and of Jeep vene-

ration-for their King, his acknawledgtd difcent /rom the Pro ..

Phet bas undoubtedly cmtrlbuted : for filch, if united to tb«

t'mlfJTal ~'Wlr, is theeffell of thii claim to religio!ls autb»«

rity, that in MorocclJ"when in the hour of his wrath the
). ' 1

Iward of the Emperor is drawn, thefubmiffive viBimr whom

chance or dftcial attendance on the Court prefints to hisfury,

.flretch forth their ne~kswith fllent and humble acquiefcenet;

perjealy convinced that the jlrake of deatb, when given hy fo
fi . '¥ a hand) is an i'yltmt a_dmijJionto Paradifi·



.The, prefent ·~ing, Mohammed Berr
Mohammed, is idefcended from one of
th'el Shereefs of T'afilet, in the kingdom
of Morocco, who was related to the. Re-'
gal Family of that empire, and who; a--
bout 406 years fince, obtained poffeffion
of the Crown of Fezzan.

. ,.
.,. From that period to the middle of the
ptefent century, the kingdommaintain-
ed its Independence; but at the latter I

eera, the Bafhaw of Tripoli invaded it
with a powerful force, laid fiege to the
capital, defeated, and took the King cap-
tiy,~, ~nd carried h im a prifoner to· Tri-
poli. For two years the unfortunate Mo-
natcl1. was,detained in bondage, but at
the end of that period, on the condition
oJ all annual tribute of fifty Ilaves and'
te~:p,ounds Of gold duft, the Bafha~ r;e:
:(l;o,r~,(l.hirn to his Crown. " :~"\ ,"\

". '.
-' . ' .. '~ ..,,-.:.,,;,Will',



154 Jv[R LUCAS's

Till the acceflion of the prefent ~<ing
of Fezzan, this tribute was faithfully
tranfmitted. But the reigning Sovereign,
confcious of the declining power of Tri-
poli, and of the internal Hrength which
the affection and confidence of his peo-
ple had given to his Kingdom, has gra-
dually diminifhed the amount, and al-
tered the nature of the acknowledge-
ment; for it now,confifts in anoccafional
prefent of a few Haves, and of a pound
or two of gold duft, and is rather the
compliment of a trading State to the
Kingdom in which its principal com-
modities ar~ fold, than a proof of poli-
tical dependence. Still, however, the
expreffion of my Kingdom of Fezzan is
in frequent ufe with the reigning Bafhaw
of 'Tripoli, who is the grandfol1 of the
Conqueror; nor has the dependence of

the
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the former State on the litter been ever
directl y renounced. *

In Fezzan, as in all the Countries in
which the Mahometan Faith is eftablifh-
ed, the defcendants of the Prophet are
confidered as a diftinct and highly pri-
vileged order. Their property is facred;
their perfons are inviolable; and while
the colour of their turbans, and the re-
vered title of Shereef, announce to the
people the auguft dignity which they
bear, they deri ve from the hereditary na-
ture of their privileges a high degree of
permanent influence, and fometimes of
dangerous power.f

Among~~~~~~~====
• When 1was at Fezzan, about twen.y years ago, the

aCtual government was committed to an Alcaid, who re-

<;civedhis annual appointment from the Bafhaw of Tripoli.
BEN ALLI.

~ In Morocco, I1S in Fezzan, the Founder of the reigning

family WIlS indebted for the diadem to the refpeEi and rruerence

",/);ch tbr titl( of Sbereif ollows.
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Among the privileges of their rank
may be numbered an exemption from.
certain punifhments, and that fort of ge-
neral indulgence which. the prevalent
dread of fhedding the blood of the Pro-.
phet unavoidably creates.

To thefe circumftances of diftinction
it is owing that, like the Nobility of other
States, they are fometimes fubjected to,
and feel a particular apprehenfion of the

r

penalty of difhonour, efpecially that of
having duft thrown upon their heads.

But great as the privileges of this- high
order unqueftionably are, the individuals
who compofe it have no union or gene-
ral concert with each other; for neither
in contefts ' for power, nor in refiftanee
to oppreffion, do they ever act as a body.

<, Soine of the cIafs are devoted to the
r- ••,~..' indolence



indolence of a religious life; but a larger
proportion is engaged in the active con-
cerns and progreffive purfuits of com..,
mercer for, in general, the defcendants
of Mahomet, following the example of
their great anceftor, are either Princes or.
Merchants.

The Revenue of Fezzan is compofed of
a variety of branches, the principal of
which are,

rft, A tax on towns and villages, at
the rate of from 100 to 500 mitkals each.
'fhe.l1umber of towns and villages is e.fti-
mated at 100; and the value of a rnirkal
at .about ten fhillings Englifh: confe-
quently, the tax on each town and vil-
lage is from 501. to 2501. fterling.

zd, A tax on every camel's load of
gqoqs (provifions for th,e m~rket ex-

cepted)
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cepted) which enters the capital. The
rate of this impoft is one mitkal, or ten
fhillings Englifh, per load.

3d, The fines that are inflicted as
punifhments for offences.

,.

4th, The produce of fuch lands as, on
the deathofthe poffeflors, without heirs,
efcheat to the Crown.

5th, A fmall tax upon all gardens and
date trees.

To thefe feveral branches of revenue
~a y be added, as another Iource of con-
fiderableincome, the commerce in which
the King is engaged; for he feems, ef-
pecially in the articles of tronaand [en-
na, to be the principal Merchant in the
kingdom.

Gold
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Gold dull: conftitutes in Fezzan the
chief medium of payment; and value.
in that medium is always expreffed by'
weight.

Their common meafures of weight,
and confequently of value, are,
! ~ •

.' The xarobe (or harrobe) the weight
of which 'is four grains, and which ex-
preifes the value of thirty-three piaflres
of Tripoli, or 6d. Iterling,

, The mitkal, the weight of which IS

ejghty-one grains, and which expreffes
the value of 6684: Tripoli piaftres, or'

lOS. r;:-<.1.

A fingle grain therefore 'is equal in
value to I ~d.

In the choice of the firft of thefe mea-:
fures,
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fures, the xarobe, they. feern to have
been influenced by the difcovery, rft,. -
That four grail18 is the ufual weight of
a hard and durable berrv,> which is called, '

h abbat ell goreth; and zdly, That half
that weight, two grains, is the weight
of another and moil: beautiful berry,
which is brought from Nigritia, and to
which, from its fcarlet colour, and the
black fl:roke that ornaments one of its
ends, they have given the name of eyne-
deeka, or the cock's eye. Thefe berries
are therefore employed as the common
weights for gold duft in Fczzan , for the
xarobe and the mitkal have onl y an ideal
exiftence,

But for the greater convenience of ex-
change,

* From the appearance.of the fuppofed berries, there is
reafon to fifpea that thty belong to the cia!,. if Itgttminous

plants, and are in faa two fpuies oj peafi.
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change, the Merchants of Fezzan ate
generally,furnifhed with fmall pap~rs
of gold duft, of different values, from
that of two xarobes, or one [hilling, to
fuch an amount astheir bufinefs is likely
to require.

If the vah:ie of the article to be pur-
chafed is lefs than two xarobes, the pay-
ment is genlZrallymade in corn or flour.
Thus the fmaller articles of provifions,
as eggs, onions, &c. are generally pur-
chafed by a proportionable value in corn ..

M TABLE.
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TABLE.

One grain (in weight) of gold } 8* pianre~ of Tripoli,

is equal to ll~d. flerfing,

rx xarobe of F ezzan,

Four grains ditto are equal to ~ 33 piaftres of Tripoli,

L6d. fterling.

J2 xarobes of F ezzan,
Eight grains ditto are equal to 66 piaftres of Tripoli,

LIs. frerling.

{

* I rnitkal (an imaginary

coin of Fezzan)

666 piaflres of Tripoli,

lOS. fierling.

Twenty xarobes, or eighty

grains, are equal to

'* In the neighbourhood of Tombuctou a gold mitgan is

worth about IDS. 6d. Ilerling.

BEN ALLI.

In
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In this view of the currency of Fez-
zan, the [mall fractions that would be
requifite to render it perfectly accurate
are omitted,

A mitkal is 675 piaftres of Tripoli, or
a 'fraCtionmore than lOS. l-;d. fterling,
and confequently it exceeds, by a frac-
tion, the amount of 20 xarobes.

The grains of Fezzan are of the fame
~~weight as in England, but the okea, or
ounce of Fezzan, is very different, for it
contains 640grains; whereas the Englilh

M 2. ounce

'* Mr. Lo cxs found by his medicine [cales, that the pea
called babbat ellgoretb, which is ufed in Fezxan for a weight
of four grains, is exaEiIyequal toJour grains Englijh.

In -England onegrain of gold is w01·th 2d.-one penny.
weight is worth 4s.-and oneounce is uurtb 4/. jlerling.

'RE £S" Edition of Chambers's Dit\ionary, Article " GOL I),"
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ounce contains but 480, which is a fourh
lefs.

A Fezzan ounce of' gold therefore, or
640 grains,. at I-!-d. per grain, muft be
worth in Fezzan 41.

And an Englifh ounce of gold, or 480
grains, at I-!-d.per grain, Inuit be worth
in Fezzan 31.

Among the circumftances for which
the natives of Fezzan, who travelled
with Mr. LUCAS,. confidered their Sove-
reign as eminently difiinguiihed, they
often mentioned his juft and impartial,
but fevere and determined adrniniftra-
tion of juftice , and as a proof of the af-
cendancy which, in this refpect, he has
acquired over the minds of his fubjects,
they defcribed the following cuftom:-
If any man has injured another, and re-

fufes
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fufes to go with him to the Judge, the
complainant, drawing a circle round the
oppreffor, folemnly charges hirn in the
King's name, not to leave the place till
the Officers of Juftice, in fearch of whom
he is going, fhall arrive: and fuch (if
they are to be credi ted) is, on the one
hand, his fear of the punifhrnent which
is' inflicted on thofe who difobey the in ...
junction, and fa great, on the other, is
his dread of the perpetual baniihment
which, if he feeks his fafety by with-
drawing from the kingdom, muft be his
inevitable lot, that this imaginary pri-
fan operates as a real confinement, and
the offender fubmiffi vely waits the arri-
val of the Officers of the Judge,

Small offences are punifhed by the ba-
ftinado: but thofe of a greater magni-
tude fubject the convict, according to
the different degrees of guilt, to the pe-

nalty
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nalty of a fine, of imprifonment, or of
death.--Shereefs, Iike the Nobility of
pther States, are fometimes punifh.xl, as
was mentioned before, by the pain of clii:'

honour , in which clafs of punifhments,
the moft dreaded, becaufe the moil: re-
proachful, is the indignity of having duft
heaped upon their heads.

To their infulated and remote fituation,
and to their natural barrier of defolate
mountains and dreary waftes of fand,
much more than to military ftrength,
the people of Fezzan are indebted for
their fecurity.

Trufting to this natural defence, their
towns are without guards, and, their ca-
pital excepted, are without walls; nor
have they an y regular ftanding force;
yet the Shereef conceives that 15 or
2:0,000 troops might, upon an emergcn-

cy,
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cy, he raifed. The only expedition of a
military nature that has happened within
his remembrance, was undertaken on
the following account:-

South-Eaft of the capital, at the dif-
tance of I 50 miles, is a wide and [and y de-
fart, entirely barren, and oppreffed with.. .
a fuffocating heat. Immediately beyond
this defart, the width of which is about
200 miles, 'the mountains of Tibefti, in-
habited by a wild and favage people of
that name, begin to take their rife. Fe-
rocious in their manners, free-booters
in their principles, and fecure, as they
thought, in t1 e natural defences of their
fituation, thefe independent mountain-
cere became the terror of the caravans
which traded from Fezzan to Bornou,
and which are obliged to pafs the Weft-
ern extremity of the Defart. But at
length, having plundered a caravan

M 4 which
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which belonged to the King himfelf,
and haying killed about twenty of ·his
, ,

people, their conduct provoked his re-
, fentment, and determined him to re-
venge the infult. With th is view he
immediately raifed a fmall army of from
'S to 4,000 men, the command of which
he gav~ t~ an able and active Magiflrate,
announcing, by that appointment, that
'.' • I

he fent them, not to fubdue a refpecta-
b}e enemy" but to punifh an aifemblage
of plunderers and aifaffins. Havingcom-
l?le~ted the difficult paifage of the de-
fart, ~nd having gained the firft afcent
of the mountains, they proceeded with-
out oppo~tipn, till at length the nati yes,
who waited in ambufh, rufhed upon
them, and w,ith the bows and arrows,
and lances, with which they were an:ned,
~egan a furious affault : but the inftant
that the foremoft of the foldiers had
given their fire, the n~ountaineers, more
'_, . alarmed
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alarmed at the dreadful founds which
they heard, and at the imagined light-
ning which theyfaw, than terrified with
thef1al1ghter thatwas made, th rew down
their arms, and flying with great preci-
pitation, abandoned, to the mercy of the
viCtors, their houfes and their helplefs
inhabitants. The next morning, a de-
putation from the natives, of their prin-
cipal people arrived at the camp, with
Iiumble in treaties that their wives and
children might be fpared, and an offer,
on that condition, to fubmit to any terms
w'hich the Alcaid Ihould defire to im-
pofe. The Alcaid accordingly demand-
ed, and received, as hofiages for their
future conduct, twenty of their princi-
pal people, with whom, and with all the
plunder which the country afforded, he
returned in triumph to Fezzan. There
, the King entertained them with kind-
refs, and under a prornife that their na-

tion
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tion ihould acknowledge him as their
Souereign, and fhould annually pay to him
a tribute of twenty camel loads of fenna,
made them valuable prefents , and with
ftrong impreffions on their minds, of the
generous treatment which they had re-
ceived, fent them back. to Tibefti.

From that period no attempt to moleft
his caravans has been made by the moun-
taineers; and though they neither ac-
knowledge the King of Fezzan for their
Sovereign, nor pay him any tribute, y t
they bring the whole of their fenna to
Mourzouk for [ale, where it is purchafcd
to great advantage by the King, and is
afterwards fold, on his account, at the
market of Tripoli.

Anoccafional vifit to the Court of Fez-
zan is paid by their Chief, who is always
received with great hofpitality, and after

a re-
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a refidence of a few weeks, is difmiffed,
with a prefent of a long robe.

The vales of Tibefti are fertile in corn,
and pafturage for cattle, of which they
have numerous herds, and are particu-
larl y cdc brated for their breed of camels,
which are efteemed the beft in Africa.
For this fertility they are indebted to the
water of the innumerable fprings that

a~ll.ply compenfate for the want of rain,
which feldorn, if ever, falls within the
limits of Tibefti.

Huts of the fim pleft conftruction (for
thevare formed of frakes driven into the

J

ground in a circular arrangement, and
covered with the branches of trees and
brufhwood intermixed) compofe the
dwellings of the people.

In return for the fenna and the camels
which
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which they fell in Fezzan, they bring
back coral, alhaiks, or barakans, Impe-
rial dollars, and brafs, from the two laft
of which articles they manufacture the
rings -and bracelets which are worn by
their women.

Among the natives of 'Tibefti diffcrent
religions are profeffed , for tome of them
are Mahometans, and others continue
attached to their antient fyftem of Ido-
latry.

CHAPTER



CHAPTER V.

Modeof Travelling in Africa.

THE mode of travelling in Africa is
fa connected with the commerce, and
therefore with the manners of its prin-
cipal nations, that without Iome know-
ledge of the former, a defcription of the
tWO latter cannot be clearly underftooc1.

In that divifion of Africa which lies
to the North of the Niger, the feafon for
travelling begins with the month of Oc-
tober, and terminates with the month of
March. During this period, the tempe-

rature
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rature of the air, though ftrongly affect-
.ed by the degree of latitude, the eleva-
tion of the land, the diftance of the rea,
and the direction of the wind, is compa-
ratively cool; and in fome places, as in

r the neighbourhood of Mount Atlas, and
on the Coafts of the Mediterranean, oc-
cafionally exhibits the phzenomena of·
an European Winter. At Tripoli, the
'Therrnometer is fometimes feen at the
40th degree of Fareriheit's fcale , and on
the 31ft of December.in the year 1788, it
was obferved, at nine in the morning, to
have fallen within four degrees of the
freezing point; a colc1nefs that was fol-
lowed by a flight fhower of [now.

In all countries, the animals which
Nature and the attention of man ha e
provided for the con veyance of the Tra-
veller, and for the tranfit of his mer-
chandize, are fuited to the character of

the
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the foil, and to the finoothnefs or me-
quality of its furface, Of the foil of
Africa, to the North of the Niger, the
prevailing character is fand ; and though
in the neighbourhood of rivers, .and in
an thofe diftricts which receive from the
adjacent mountains, the advantage of
numerous fprings, the fand is blended
with a vegetable mould, yet the ground,
in general, is remarkably foft and dry.
In general, too, the furface of the land,
though in fome places broken by naked
rocks, and fwelling, in others, to 11101111-

tains of confiderable magnitude, may be
tegardec1 as comparatively level.

To fuch a country the camel is pecu-
liarly fuited , for his broad and tel der
foot, which Hides on a wet furface, and
IS injured by the refifrance of ftones, is
obferved to tread with perfect fecurity
and eafe on the dry anc~yielding fand:

and



MR. LUCAS's

and. while, from the fame circumfrances
in its Itructure, his hoof is incapable of
fattening, with any ftrength, on the
ground of a fteep afcent, and furnifhes,
in a fhelving declivity, no folid or fuffi-
cicnt fupport, his movement on a fmooth
and level furface is fingularl y finn and

fafe .

. So remarkably exemplified in Africa
is that rule in the reconomy of Nature
which fuits the beaft of burden to the
land which it inhabits, that in the coun-
try which lies to the South -Weft of the
Niger, where the furface is mountain-
ous, and the ground is as flony in fome
place, as it is wet and muddy in other;
.n.o camels are found. Their place is {up-
plied by fmall horfes, affes, and mules.

The proper burthen for a camel va-
ries with its firength, which is very dif-

ferent
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ferent in different fpecies of the animal.
In the dominions of Tripoli, a common
load is from three to four hundred
weight; and the medium expenee of the
conveyance for each hundred appears to
be one farthing per mile.

The ufual rate of travelling is three
miles in the hour, and the number of
hours that are actually employed on the
rout, exclufive of thofe which are allot-
red to refrefhment, is felclom more than
feven or eight In a day. Of the num-
ber of days which are confumed on a
long journey, many are devoted, to the
purpofe of occafional trade; to that of
recruiting the ftrength of the camels;
and to thatof procuring additional ftores
of provifions and of water; for in all
fuch places as are able to furnifh a fup-
ply of provifions (which are generally
places of confiderable population,.' and

N there
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therefore of fome traffic) the fray of the
caravan is feldom lefs than two days, and
is often prolonged to more.

The general food of the camels is fueh
onl y as their nightly pafture affords; and
is often confined to-the hard and thorny
fhrubs of the Defart, where a fullen ve-
getation is created by the rains of the
Winter, and upheld by the, dews that
defcend in copious abundance through,
all the remainder of the year.

Of the drivers and fervants of the ca-
ravan, the cuflomary food confifts of the
milk of the camels, with a few dates, to-
gether with the meal of barley or Indian
corn, which is fometimes feafoned with
oil, while the Merchant fuperadds, for
his own ufe, the dried fleihof the camel,
or of fheep, and concludes his repaft
with coffee.

:Watel'
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Water is drawn from the wells in lea-
ther buckets, that form a part of the
travelling equipage of the caravan, and
is carried in the Ikins of goats, through
which, however, though tarred within
and without, it is often exhaled by the
heat of the noon-day fun.

A particular mode of eafy conveyance
is provided for the women and children;
and for perfons oppreffed with infirmity
or illnefs. Six or eight camels are yoked,
together in a row, and a number of tent
poles are placed in parallel lines upon
their backs: thefe are covered with car-
pets; and bags of corn are fuperadded to
bring the floor to a level, as well as to'
{often the harfhnefs of the camel's move-'
rnent : other carpets are then fpread, and
th_e traveller fits or lies down, with as
luuch convenience as if he refted on a
couch.

N2. ·The
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The De[~rt (a term of the fame mean-
ing with its Arabic name of Zahara)' may
be Iaid, like the ocean, to connect the
very nations which it feems to feparate ;
for; in COIn parifon with the woods and
moraffes of .America, it furnifhes the
Merchant with an eafy and convenient
road.

A fandy heath of various levels, in
fome places naked and bare, but much
more frequently covered with an odori-
ferous plant, which the Arabs call the
She, and which, though far fuperior in
fragrance, has at leaft a remote refern-
blance to the wild thyme of Europe, C011-

ftitntes the general appearance of the
Defart, The exceptions, however, are
interefting and important: for betides,
the diverfity that arifes from the diffe-
rent fhrubs, which are often fcantily in-
termixed with the She, and of which the

thorny
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thorny plant that forms the harfh food
of the camel appe.arsto be the moil:com-
mon, an effential variation is furnifhed
by the comparative fertility of fome par-
ticular diftricts, and by the total barren ...
nefs of others. (

In fome portions of the general wil-
dernefs, thonfands of fheep, and goats,
and cows, are feen to pafture ; while in
others nothing is prefented to the eye
but defolate hills of ihifting fand .

.To the laft of thefe the name of Deforts
'Without Water is emphatically given; a
riame that conveys to an Arab ear the.
fearful idea of an intenfe and fuffocating
heat, oft he total abfence of vegetable life,
and of the hazard of a dreadful death.
For though the movement of the Ihift-

, ing fands is not [0 rapid as to endanger
the fafety of the caravan, yet as the

, N 3 fcorch-
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fcorching heat of the fun-beams, con-
fined and reflected by the hills of fand,
hourly diminifhes the ftore of water, and
as the breadth of feveral of thefe defarts
is that of a ten days journey, the hazard
of perifhing with thirft IS fornetimes
fatally experienced!

, All means of afcertaining the rout by
'land-marks, the ufual guides in other
'parts of the wildernefs, are here deftroyed
by the varying forms and fhifting pofi-
tions of the hills; but from anxious ob~
fervation and continued practice, the ca-
mel-drivers acquire a fufficient know-
ledge of the bearings of the fun and ftars
to direct them in their way.

Such are the expedients by which the
difficulties of the Defart are in general
overcome: thofe which are prefented by
the broad current of the impetuous Ni-

ger,
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ger, though much more eafily, are not
fo frequently furmounted.

Of this river, which in Arabic is forne-
rimes called Neel il Kibeer, or the Great
Nile, and at others, Neel il Abeed, or the
Nile of the Negros, the rife and termi-
nation are unknown, but the courfe is
frOln Eaft to Weft. So great is its rapi ...
dity, that no veffel can afcend its ftream:
and fuch is the want of fkill, or fuch the
abfence of commercial inducements a-
mong the nations who inhabit its bor-
ders, that even with the current, neither
-veffels nor boats are feen to navigate.
In one place, indeed, the Traveller finds
accOlTImodationsfor the paffi:tgeof him-
felf and of his goods; but even there,
though the ferrymen, by the indulgence
of the Sultan of Cafhna, are exempted
from all taxes, the boat which conveys
the merchandize is nothing more than

N 4 an
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an ill-conftructed raft; for the planks are
faftened to the timbers with ropes, and
the feams are elofed both within and
without, by a plaifter of tough cla:y, of
which a large provifion i'salways carried
on the raft for the purpofe of excluding
the ftream wherever its entrance is ob ..
ferved.

The depth of the river at the place of
paffage, which is more than a hundred
miles to the South of the City of Cafhna,
the capital of the empire of that name,
is eftimated at twenty-three or twenty-
four feet Englifh. *

Its width is fuch that even at the If-
land ofGongoo, where the ferrymen re ..

fide,

• Its.depth is from ten to twelve peeks, each of which

Is twenty-feven inches.

The Shereef IMHAMMED.



COMMUNICATIONS; 185

fide, the found of the loudeft voice from
the northern Ihore is fcarcelyheard; and
'at Tombuctou, where the name of Gne-
wa, or black, is given to the ftream, the
width is defcribec1 as being that of the
Thames at Weftminfter. In the rainy
feafon it fwells above its banks, and not
only floods the adjacent lands, but often .
{weeps before it the cattle and cottJ.ges
of the :fhort-fightecl or too confident In..
habitants ..

That the people who live in the neigh-
bourhood of the Niger fhouldrefufe to
profit by its navigation, may juftly fur-
prife the Traveller: but much greater is
his aftonifhment, when he finds that even
the food which the bounty of the Itream
.would give, is ufelefsly offered to their
acceptance; for fuch is the want of {kill,
,or fuch the fettled diflike of the people

to
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to this fort of provifion, that the fiih
with which the river abounds are "left
in undifturbed poffeffion of its waters.

"Having paired the ftream, the face of
the country, and with it the mode of
travelling, are changed. High moun-
tains and narrow valleys, extenfi vewoods
and miry roads, fucceed to the vaft plains
.and fandy foil of the Zahara and its
neighbouring kingdoms. Water is no
longer refufec1or fcantily given to the
parched lips of the Traveller; but while
the abundance of this refrefhment, and
.of the vaft variety both of vegetable and
animal food that is offered in profufion
for his fupport, diminifh the hardfhi ps
and remove the principal hazards of his
journey, the raging heat of the Torrid
Clime increafes as he proceeds. Wet
cloths applied to the mouth are fome-

times
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times requifite, and efpecially in the
woods, to allay, for the purpofe of re-
Ipiration, the violence of the burning
air; and the journey, which the fierce-
·nefsoftheful1 fufpends, is often renewed
amidil: the dews and comparative dark-
nefs of the night,

From the want of camels, which are
{eldom feen to the South of Cafhna, nor
even to the Wdt, except in higher lati-
tudes, the conveyance of the Merchant
and his goods is committed to the mules,
and fmall horfes and aires of the coun try.
Of the firft, the ufual burden is zoolbs,
of the fecond, 15olbs. and of the Iaft,
roolbs.

Travelling through all this part of
Africa is confidered as fo fecure, that the
Shereef Imhammed, with the utmoft

chear-
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chearfulnefs and confidence of fafety,
propofed to accompany and conduct:Mr.
LUCAS, by the wayof Fezzan and Cafh-
na, acrofs the Niger, to Affente, which
borders on the Coaft of the Chriftians,

CHAPTER
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General Remarks 012 the Empires of Bornou and
Cajhna-Rout from Mourizouk to Bornou-s-
Climate of Bornou-c-Complexion, DreJs, and
Food 0/ the Jnhabitants--Thez'r Mode of
Building-Their Languoge=-Gouernment-:«
Milt'tary Force-r-Manners-r-and Trade.

To the South of the Kingdom of Fez-
zan, in that vaft region which fpreads
itfelf from the river of the Antelopes
weflward for 1200 miles, and includes a
confiderable part of the Niger's courfe,
two great empires, thofe of Bornou and
thofe of Cafhna, are eftablifhed,

The
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The circumftances of foil and climate,
and thofe alfo which confii.tute political
character, are nearl y the fame in both:
for their prevailing Windsare the fame;
their rains, which are periodical in
each, though much more profufe in
Bornou, begin at the fame feafon , the
fame grains are cultivated; the {arne

fruits (generally fpeaking) are produced,
and except that no camels are bred to
the weftward of the City of Cafhna, the,.
capital of the empire, the fame animals
are reared. In both, the complexion of
the inhabitants is black; their mode of
building too is fimilar, and their man-
ners, though in forne refpects more ci-
vilized in Bornou, have a general refem- .
blance.

. Each of the two empires is formed by
the fubjection of different tribes or na-
tions to the dominion of one ruling peo-

ple.
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pIe. The nature of the Government,
and the laws which regulate its fuccef-
fion, are the fame in both. In both, the
ruling people are Mahometans ; in both,
the dependent nations are compofed of
converts to the Muffelman faith, and of
adherents to the antient worfhip , and
though at prefent their languages are
different, the conquerors in both had
probably the fame original.

Of thefe empires, Cafhna, till of late,
, was efteemed the firft in power; but
though a thoufand villages and towns
are ftill included in her vail domains, fhe.
is now confidered as much inferior .to.

Borno'll.

ROUT
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ROUT FROM MOURZOUK TO BORNOU.

FROM Mourzonk in Fezzan to 'Bor-
non, the capital of the empire from
which it takes its name, the Fezzaners,
whofe commercial fpirit no diflance can
difcourage, are conducted by a rout of
more than a thoufand miles. Temiifa,
the firft town at which they arrive, and
the laft which they fee in Fezzan, they
reach on the feventh day; and in three
days more they enter the territories of
Bornon. Several villages, inhabited by
Blacks, whofe perfons, their waifts ex-
cepted, are entirely naked, whofe mea ..
gre limbs and famifhed looks announce
the extremity of mifery, and whofe ido-
latrous religion neither excites the re-
fentment nor reftrains the charity of the

benevo-
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benevolent Fezzaners, mark the north-
ern frontier of the empire.

On the day following their departure
from thefe melancholy hamlets, they
begin the afcent of a hilly uninhabited
defart of [and, where a few bufhes of
penurious vegetation point out the fuc-
ceffive wells that are found in thefe bar-
ren heights, and diminifh the fatigues
of a. three days paifage. At the clofe of
the fourth' day they enter a plain that
is inhabited by Mahometans, where, in
addition to a plentiful fupply of excel-
lent water, they are cheared with the
fight of date trees, and of Indian com. .

FrOlTIthis plain, which lies to the
Weft of the Defart of Tibefti, and the
end of which they reach on the fecond
day, a part of the Tibefti mountains take

o therr
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their rife.. Thefe vail:hills, the range
of which is very extenfive, are varioufly
peopled: but fuch of them as are croffed
on the rout from Fezzan to the City of
Bornou, are inhabited by a mixture of
Muffelmen and Idolaters, who employ
themfelves in breeding camels and affes,
and other cattle, particularly horfes of a
[mall fize,

Exclufively of the two days that are re-
quifite for the pait1.geof the mountains,
an allowance of twice that time is gene-
rally given to refrefhment and repofe i

foon after which a fertile and beautiful
country, as richly diverfified as nume-
roufly peopled, opens to their view. Its
inhabitants are herdfmen, and with the
exception of a few Pagans who are in-
termixed 'among them, are Muffelmen
in their faith. Their dwellings are, 11:1

tents
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.rents, which are compofed of hides, and
their wealth confifts in the multitude of
their cows and fheep.

Four days are employed in croffing
_ thefe fortunate diftrlcts : the fixth con-
ducts the caravan to the entrance of the
vaft and burning Defart of Bilma. Sur-
rounded by this dreary folitucle, the Tra-
veller fees' with a dejected eye the dead
bodies of the birds that the violence of
the wind has brought from happier re ...
gions; and as he ruminates on the fear- ,
fullength of his remaining paflage, lif..
tenS with horror to the voice of the driv ..
ing blaft, the ~:mlyfound that interrupts
the awful repofe of the Defart.

On the eleventh dayfrom their entrance
ori thefe fcorching fands, the caravan
arrives in the fertile plains that encom-
pafs the Town of Domboo, the approach

02 to
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to -which. IS enlivened by the frequent
appearance of the majeftic Oftrich, and
of the gay but fearful Antelope.

From thence, in about five days, they
reach the City of K anem, the capital of
an extenfive and fertile province, of
which it bears the name, and in which
the inhabitants, who are compofed of
Muffelmen and Pagans, breed multitudes
of cattle, and raife innumerable horfes
for the fervice of the King.

Ajourney often claysmore concludes
their labour, and brings them to the
imperial City of Bornou.v

Bornou,

If< The rout which BEN ALLI purfucd from Fezzan to

Bornou is not diflinctly defcribed.

Hi~
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Bornou, the name which the natives
give to the country, is diftinguifhed in

03 Arabic.

His relation is) that on the 26th day from the time of

his leaving Fezzan, he arrived at a place which in Arabic
\

is called Weddan, or the Rivers, for Weddan is the plural

of Wed, which fignifies a river.

The firft part of the country through which he pafled is

reprefented as a fandy Defart, in which the She (a plant that

refernbles the Wild Thyme of England) and a few bufhes

of Ihrubs and Ihort trees are thinly fcattered, and wells of

water are extremely rare. Wandering Arabs, of the pow-

erful but hofpitable Tribes of Booaifh and Duhaffin, appear

to be its only inhabitants; and Weddan itfelf is faid to

contain but 130 houfes, which are built of earth and fand;

2nd to fl.)rnifh no articles of trade but dates and Ialt , yet

the .countryar.ound it is called prolific: the rice grounds

are defcribed as numerous; and multitudes of iheep and .

£;oats, of camels and of horfes, fwell the lift of its pofleflions,

He reprefents the Duhaflin Arabs, as Merchants jour-

neying to Bornou, who carried with them for fale an strort-

meat



Mlt.," LVCAS'$

Arabic by the appellation of Bernou or
Bernoa, a word that fignifies the land

of

ment of goods; among which he enumerates wheat, bar-,

ley, dates, falt, tobacco, and alhaiks : and he obferves,

that he purchafed from the Chief the permiflion of accom-

panying the Tribe, and the confequent afliirance of a [<\fe

paflage to Bornou,

From Weddan, by forced marches, theyarrrived in

. twenty days at Bornou, A defart of Iand, in Ierne places

interrupted by woods, and occafionally watered with rivu-

lets of a ftrong mineral tafle, conflitutes the general defcrip-

tion of the country. But as he entered the kingdom of

the Bornoos, the limit of which he reprefents as feven day~

diftant from the capital, he pafled through feveral poor

villages of Blacks, who live upon the charity of 'Travel;

"[ers , for though there be no regular marked road, yet the

caravans always take the fame rout, and pars by thofe vil ...

Iages both in going and returning.

BEN ALLI Ieerns to have travelled from Mourzouk to

l3ornou by a different rout from that whi~h is ufually taken

by "the Merchants of F ezzan : nor can it be fuppofed, that

the independent and powerful Arabs with whom he jour-

neyed.
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of Noah, for the Arabs conceive that, 011

the firft retiring of the deluge, its moun-
tains received the Ark.

The Climate, as may naturally be ex-
peered in a 'kingdom which feem.s to be
bounded by the 16th and the 26th paral-
lels of latitude, is characterized by ex-
ceffive, though not by uniform heat.

04 Two

neyed, would either obtain, or folicit the permiffion of the
Sovereign of Fezzan to pars in fo large a body through his

fma~l and unguarded dominions. And though the corre-

fponding accounts that are given in the narratives of the

Shereef and of BEN ALLI, of fome villages of mifera-

bIe Blacks, may fuggefl an idea that two roads interfeded

each other on the frontier of Bornou, yet as on tha. fup-

pofition, the different times within which the feveral parts
f .

of the two journeys w re refpeCl:ivelyperformed cannot be

eafily reconciled, there is rea [on to believe that the villages

defcribed by BEN ALLI, though peopled by fimilar inha-

bitants, may not be the fame with thofe which attracted

the compaflionate notice of the Shereef,
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Two feafons, the one commencing [0011

after the middle of April, the other at
the fame period of October.may be faid
to divide the year. Thefirjl is introduced
by violent winds that bring with them,
from the South Eaft and South, an in-
tenfe heat, with a deluge of fultr y rain,
and fuch tempefts of thunder and light-
ning as deftroy multitudes of the cattle,
and many of the people. During the
rainy period (the continuance of which
is frotn three to nine fucceflive days,
with fhort intervals from the occafional. , .
changes of the wind to the North or
Weft) the inhabitants confine them ...
felyes clofely to their dwellings; but the
reft of the firf] feafon, ltowever fultry
and however occafionally wet, is not in-
compatible with the neceffary labours of
the hufbandman and the ihepherd,

At the commencement of the je(OI1r/
feafon
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feafon in the latter part of OCtober, the
ardent heat fubfides : the air becomes
foft and mild; the weather continues
perfeCtI y ferene; and as the year declines,
an unwelcome cooluefs precedes the ri-
flng of the fun.

The inhabitants,_though confifting of
{nch a multitude of nations that thirty
languages are faid to be fpoken in the
clnpire, are alike in their Complexion,
which is entirely black; but they are not
of the Negro caft,

In a climate fo warm, the chief recom ..
l'l1endations of Drefs are decency and or-
nament: among the pooreft, therefore,
bywhom the firft onl y is regarded~ a kind'
of girdle for the waift is fometimes the
only 'covering; but in general a turban,
~opfifiing) as ill Barbary, of a red 'wool-

tell
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len cap, furrounded by folds of .cotton,
-

.together with a loofe robe of coloured
cotton of a coarfer kind, are alfo worn,»

The Grain that conftitures the princi-
pal object of culture in Bornou is Indian
corn, of two different kinds, which are
diftinguifhed in this country by the
names' of the gafiob, and the gamphuly.

The,ga:1f6b,which in its general fuape
refembles the common reed, is of two
fpecies. The firftgrows with alongftalk

that

,
,. The drefs of the greateil: part of the people is compofed

of Ihirts of blue cotton, which is manufactured in the

country; of a red cap, which is imported from Tripoli;

and of a white muflin turban, which is brought from Cairo

.by the pilgrims who return through that City from Mecca.

Nofe-rings of gold are worn by the principal peeple as a

mark of dillinCl:ion.

BEN ALLI.
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that bears an ear, which in length is from
eight to twelve inches, and contains, in
little huiks or cavities, from three to five
hundred grains, of the fize of fmall peafe.
'The fecond fpecies, which is commo_nin
'Tripoli, differs no otherwife from the -
firft than in the fhorter fize of the ear,

The gamphul y is difiinguifhed from
the ga1f6b,by the bulk of the ftalk , for
that of the galuphu!y is much thicker,
.by the number of its ears, for it has fe-
veral on the fame reed, and by the fize
of the grain, which is conficlerably larger.
This kind of corn is frequently feen in
Spain, and is there called Maize.

Wheat and barley are not raifed In
Bornou j but the horfe-bean of Europe
and the common kidney-bean are culti-
.vated with great affiduity, as they are

ufed
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ufed for food, both by the Ilavcs and by
the cattle.s

In the culture ofthefe different grains,
the hoe alone is employed, as the ufe of
the plough is frill unknown to the peo-
ple, The women divide with the men
the labours of their hufbandry j for
while the latter, with their hoes, open
the ground, and form the trenches in
ftraight lines parallel to each other, the
won'len follow and throw in the feed:
nor is this the only part which they take
in the bufinefs of the field; for to them,

as

• The country in the neighbourhood of the City of Bor-

nou is fertile in Indian corn and rice. Of barley and wheat

the quantity raifed is fmall, A Ipecies of b an, which re:

fembles the horfe-bean of Europe, though larger, ar:d of a

darker hue, is a much more common produce. Gum-trees

are thinly fcattered, Cotton, hemp, and indigo, are :lIfo
among the various produce of its foil.

BAN ALLI.
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as foon as the weeds begin to rife on the
ridges of the lines in which the grain is
fowed, the hoe is confiantl y transferred.

The fawing feafon commences at the
end of the periodical rains of April; and
fuch in that climate is the rapid vegeta-
tion, that on the 9th of July the gaif6b
is reaped; but the gamphuly, a grain of
flower growth, is feldom cut till the
month of Augufi or September ..

Such are the feveral fpecies of corn
that, alTIOngthe people of Bornou, fup-
ply the place of the wheat, the barley,
and the oats of Europe. Two fpecies of
roots are alfo ufed aswholefome and fub-
fran tial food: the one, which is called the
Dondoo, produces a low plant, with
branches that Ipread four or five feet
'upon the ground, and "leaves that refem-
ble thofe of the garden-bean. At the

end
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end of five months, from the time of
its being planted, the leaves fall off, and
the root is taken from the ground, and
being cut into {mall pieces, is dried in
the {un,. in which ftate it may be kept
for two years. Its farther preparation
confifis in reducing it to a fine powder,
and mixing itwith palm oil till it affumes
the confiftency of pafte.

The other root is that of a tree, of
which the name had efcaped the She-
reef's recollection: boiling is the only
procefs that is requifite in preparing it
for ufe,

The fame character of fufficiency
which marks the catalogue of the diffe-
rent kinds of grain in Bornou, belon 's
alfo to the lift of its various Fruits; for
though neither olives nor oranges are
feen in the empire, and even figs are rarer

and
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and though the apples and plumbs of its
growth deferve no commendation, and
the dates are as indifferent as they are
[carce, yet grapes, and apricots, and po-
luegranates, together with lemons and
limes, and the two fpeciesof melons, the
water and the muik, are produced in
large abundance." But one of the moft
valuable of its vegetable ftores, is a tree
,vhiCh is called Kedeynah, that in form
and height refembles the Olive, is like
the Lemon in its leaf, and bears a nut, of
which the kernel and the fhell are both
in great eftimation, the firft as a fruit,
the laft on account of the oil which it
furnlfhes when bruited, and which fup-
plies the lamps of the people of Bornou
with a fubllitute for the oil of olives.

To

611 The country abounds in different fpecies offruit trees,

but that which produces the date is not of the number.
BEN ALLI.



To this competent provifion of fuch
vegetables as are requifite to the fupport,
or grateful to the appetit~ of man, muft
be added a much more ample and 1110r€
varied fupply of Ant"maJ Food. Innume-
rable flocks of fheep, and herds of goats
and cows, (for there are no oxen) tage·
ther with multitudes of'horfes, buffaloes,
and camels, (the flefh of which is in high
eftimation) cover the vales or pafrure on
the mountains of Bornou.>

The common, though not the Guinea
fowl is alfo reared by the inhabitants j

and their hives of bees are [0 extremely
numerous, that the wax is often throw n
away as an article of no value in the
market.

Their

• .Horfcs and horned cattle, goats and Iheep, and camels,
<Irethe common animals of the country.
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Their Game confifls of the Huaddee,
and other fpecies of antelopes, of the
partridge, the wildduck , and the oftrich;
the flefh of which they prize above every
other.

'Their other wild animals are, the lion,
the leopard, the civet cat, the fmall wolf,
the fox, the wild dog, that hunts the an-
telope; the elephant, which is not com...,
man, and of which they make no ufe ,
the crocodile, the hippopotamus, which
is often killed on the banks of the river
that runs from the Neel Shem;(the Nile
of Egypt) to the Defart of Bilma; and a
large and fingular animal, which is dif-
tiguiihecl by the name of Zarapah, and
which is dcfcribed as refcmbling the ca-
mel in its head and body, as having a
long and Ilcnder neck like the oflrich,
as beingmuch taller at the fhoulders than
the haunches, and as defended by fo

p tough,
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tough a fkin, as to furnifh the natives
with fhields that no arrow or javelin can
pierce."

, Bornou, like other countries that ap-
proach the Equinoctial, is much infefted
with different kinds of dangerous or dif-
gufting reptiles, efpecially fnakes and
fcorpions, centipedes 'and toads.

of' its beaJli of burtben the variety IS as
ample as the numbers are abundant, for
the camel, the horfe, the afs, and the
mule, are common in the empire.

The dog, with which the inhabitants
purfue their game, appears to be their
only domefl;c animal.

. I I

• Giraffa is the name by 'Lllhith the Camtlopardalis is calletl
iit tbe old zoological books.~ 'Thedefcription here inferted, fiem.
til have arifen from a blended n:colieEtion of that tm;mlll, lind
tlJthe hl'ppopotamuf, whofe hide is extremely tough.

'In
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III the mountains of Tibefti, and pe-r~
haps. in other parts of the empire, the
herdfmen, probably for the fake of a
more eafy change of pafture, prefer a.
refidence in tents to ftationary dwellings;
and thofe, illfeems. are not manufactured,
like the tents of the Zahara, from the
camel's hair; but are compofed of the
hides of cows." a more durable and im ..
perviQus €overing.

Through all the €lnpire of Bornou the
{arne mode of building, and with the dif-
ference of a greater or a fmaller fcale,
the fame form in the plan of the houfes
univerfally prevails. - Four walls, in-
elofing a [quare, are erected: within thofe
walls, and parallel to them, four other
walls are alfobuilt: the ground between
the walls is then divided into different
apartments, and is. covered with a roof.
Thus- the f{>ace within the interior walls

p ~ determines
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determines the fize of the court; the
fpace between the walls determines the
width of the apartments; and the height
of the wallsdetermines the height of the
rooms. In a large houfe the rooms are
each about twenty feet in length, eleven
feet in height, and as many in width.

On the outfide of the houfe, a fecond
fquare or large yard, furrounded by a
wall, is ufuall yprovided for the inclofure
and protection of the cattle.v

. Such is the genetal plan of a Bornou
houfe. For the conftruction of the walls
the following method is conftantly pur ..
rued: ~ trench for the foundation being
made, is filled with dry and folid mate ...,
rials rammed in with force, and levelled:

'I< In form, the houfes are fimilar to thofe of TripoH.
BEN ALLI.

011
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on thefe a layer of tempered mud or clay
is placed; and in this fubftitute for mor-
tar a fuitable number of ftones are regu-
larly fixed. Thus with alternate .layers
of clay and ftones the wall proceeds; but
as foon as it has reached the height of fix
or feven feet, the workmen fufpend its
progrefs for a week, that it Inay have
time to fettle, and become compact; for
which purpofe they water it everyday. -

When the walls are .finifhed they are
neatly plaiftered, both within and with-
out, with clay or mud, tempered with
{and; for the country furnifhes no lime.

. .

The roofs are formed of branches of
I .

the palm tree, intermixed with brufh-
wood , and are fo conftructed as at firft
to be water-proof; but fuch is the vio-
lence of the wind and rain, that the end

p 3 of
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of the fecond year is the utmoft -period
of their duration."

I Much Jefsattention is .given to the
furniture than is beftowed on the ftruc-
ture of the houfes , for the catalogue of
utenfils i~extremely fhort. Among the,
lower claffes of the inhabitants it confifts
of the mats covered with a fheep-fkin, -
upon which they ileep; of an earthen
pot; of a pan of the fame materials; of
two or three wooden difhes, a couple of
wooden bowls, an old carpet, a lamp for
oil, and perhaps a copper kettle.

Perfoll-~

;{I The walls of the greateft part of the houfes are buiI~

of a compofition of earth and rand, and are often wafhed

down by the heavy rains ; but ethers are forllled of the more

durable materials of Itones and bricks.

The roofs -arc compoied of the branches of trees, which
ar~ covered with layers of earth, and the whole building \/i
whit~-walhed with' a fpedes of chalk,

~EN ALLl.
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-Perfons of a fuperior rank are alfo pof-
feifedofleathern cufhions, that are ftuff-
ed with wool; of feveral brats and cop-
per utenfils, of a handfome carpet, and
of a fort of candlefticks , for inftead of
the vegetable oil which is ufed by: the
Comlnon people, they employ the light·
of candles manufactured from their bees
waX and the tallow of their fheep .

. Bornou is fituated at the diftance of a
day's journey from a river which is call..
ed Wed-el-Gazel, from the multitude of
antelopes that feed upon its banks, and"
which is loft in the deep and fandy waftes
of the vail: Defart of Bilrna. *

From the fymmetry of the houfes,
P4 and

• Bornoq ii fituated.in a fiat,cQuntry; on chc.banks of a, .
{roaU river,

BEN AU"J.
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and the general refemblance which they
bear to each other, a regular arrange-
ment of ftreets might, with the utmoft
eafe, have been given to their towns. In
Bornou, however, a different fyftem has
prevailed; for even in the capital, the
houfes, ftraggling wide of each other,
are placed without method or rule; and
the obvious propriety of giving to the
principal mofque, a central fituation, ex-
hibits the only proof of attention to ge-
neral convenience.e

The King's palace, furrounded by high
walls, and forming a kind of citadel, is

built',

.. Bornoo, though a town of greater extent than Tripoli,
~onfi(ts of a multitude of houfes, fo irregularly placed that

the Ipaces between them cannot be called Ilreets. It is fur ...
nifhed with mofques, which are conftructed of brick and

of earth; and with fchools, in which the Koran is taught,

as in the principal towns of Barbary.
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built, perhaps with a view to fecuriry, ,
in a corner of the town."

Markets for the fale of provifions are
opened within the city; but for other
articles, a weekly market, as in Barbary,
is held without the walls.

c. s. J.
The common price in Bornou of a cowor al 0 6 0

bull is a mahaboob of Tripoli, or ... S
A fheep, •••••• • • • " 0 3 0

An oflrich, ••..• • • • • •

An antelope, ••.••••••.••••

.A camel from 61. to 71. lOS. or at a medium,

j\. horfe from 31. to 71. lOS. or at a medium,

060
o I 6'

6 15 0

550

III genera1, the towns have no other
defence than th~t which the courage of
the inhabitants affords; but the capital

IS

if< In time of peace the Sultan always refides in the capital.

BEN ALLI.
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is furrounded by a wall of fourteen feet
in height, the foundations of which are
from eight to ten feet" deep, and which
feems to be built with confiderable
ftrength. To this defence is given the
additional fecurity of a ditch, which en-
compaffes the whole; and care is taken,
that at fun-fer the [even. gates which
form the communication with the coun-
try fhall be fhut."

The great population of Bornouis' de-
fcribed by the indefinite and metapho-
rical expreffion of a countlefs multitude.

In Fezzan the price of all things is
meafured by grains of gold; and where
the 'value is too fmall to be eafily paid in

..-,--~..- fo

* Bornoo is furrounded by a wall, on which, however,
there are no guards.

BENALLI.
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fo coftly a metal, the inhabitants have
recourfe to corn, as a common medium
of exchange. But in Bornou, as in Eu-
rope, the aid of inferior metals is em ...
ployed, and copper and brafs (which
feem to be melted together, and to be
mixed with other materials) are formed
into pieces of different weights, from
an ounce to a pound,' and conftitute the;
current fpecies of the ernpire.e

Dominions fa extenfi ve as thofe of
Bornou have- feldom the advantage of
one uniform language; but an inftance
of fo many different tongues, within the
lil'llits of one empire, as are fpoken in
that kingdom, and its dependencies, has

ftil1

• A fmall quantity of gold duft is produced in Bornoo j

but the principal medium of exchange confifts of pieces of

metal which has Comerefernblance to !\in.

BENALLI.
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frill lefs freqL~entlyoccurred, for they
are faid to be-more than thirty in num-
ber.

Of the language, however, which is
current in the capital, and which feems
to be confidered as the proper language*'
of Bornou, the following fpecimen is
'given by the Shereef.

One is exprefled by Lakka Eight is exprefled by TaI16,-~
Two •.•••• Endee Nine. . • • • • • • L'i/kar

Ten '........ Meilu;

Eleven ..•. Meiko Laki«

Twelve •. •• Meiko Endee

Thirteen •.. Meiko Niefkol
Fourteen. •• MickIJ DckIJ

Two

Three Niejkoo

Four ... " . Dekoo
Five ...... Okoo
Six ...... , AraJkoo
Seven ...... Hujkoo

The

.. The language of the common people of Borneo,
though different from. has a flrong refemblance to that of

the neighbouring Negros, and is very unlike the Arabic, in

which, however, the Nobles and principal families CO~.

verfe.
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, Two different Religions divide the fen-
timents, without difturbing the peace
of the kingdom.

The ruling people profefs the Maho-'
metan faith; '* and thoug,h the antient
Paganifm of the dependent nations does
not appear to fubject them to any in-
convenience, aconfiderable part are con-
verts to the doctrines of the Prophet.

An elective monarchy conftitutes the
Govtrnment of Bornou.t and like the fimi-
lar fyftem of Cafhna, endangers the hap-

pinefs,

The art of writing is known amcng them, and they are

taught to exprefs the Borneo tongue in the characters of

the Arabic.
B!>NALLI.

• The Sultan and his fubjects are Muflelrnen.
BEN ALLI.

t Bomoo is governed by a King, who takes the title of

~ultan.
BEN ALL!.
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pinefs, while it acknowledges the-power
of the people. On the death of the S~..
vereign, the privilege of chufing alnong
his fans, without regard to priority of
birth, a fucceffor to his throne, is con-
ferred by the nation on three of the
moll: diftinguifhed men, whofe age and
character for wifdorn, are denoted by
.their title of Elders; and whofe conducr
in the State has in vefied them wi th the
public efteem. Bound by no other rule
as to their judgment, or reftraint as to
their will, than that which the expreffed,
or implied inftruction of electing 'the
moft worthy may form, they retire to
the appointed place for their feeret deli-
beration, the avenues to which are €are-
fully guarded by the people: and while
the contending fnggeftions of private
intereft, or a fenfe of the real difficulty
of chufing where judgment may eafily
err, and error may be fatal to the State,

keeps
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keeps them in fufpence, the Princes are
clofely confined in feparate chambers of
the 'Palace. Their choice being made,
they proceed' to the apartment of the
sovereign elect, and conduct him, in fi-
Ience, to the gloomy place in which the
unburied corpfe of' his father, that can-
not be interred till this awful ceremony
is paffed, awaits his arrival. There, the
Elders point out to him the feveral vir-
tues and the feveral defects which mark-
ed the character of his departed parent;
and theyalfo forcibly defcribe, withjuft
panegyric, or fevere condemnation, the
feV'eral meafures which raifed or de-
preifed the glory of his reign. " You
" fee before you the end of your mortal
" career: the eternal, which fucceeds to
"it, will be miferable or happy in pro-
" portion as your reign fhall have proved
" a curfe or a bleffing to your people."

From
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From this dread fcene of inftruction,
the new Sovereign, amidft the loud ac-
clamations of the people, is conducted
back to the Palace, and is 'there invefted
by the electors with all the naves, and
with two-thirds of all the lands and cattle
of his father j the remaining third being
always detained as a provifion for the
other children. of the deceafed Monarch,
No fooneristheSovcreign invefted with.
the enfigns of Royalty, than fuch of his
brothers as have reached the age of man-
hood proftratethemfelves at his feet, and
in rifing prefs his hands to their lips-
the two ceremonies that conftitute the
declaration, of allegiance.

Ifany doubt of their fincerity fuggefts
itfe~f to the King, or to the Elders, death
or perpetual imprifonment removes the
fear; but if no fufpicion arifes, an efta-

blifhrncnt



COMMUNICATIONS. 225"

hlifhrnent of lands and cattle from the
poflefiions of their father, together with
prefents of flaves from the reigning rno...
narch, are Iiberallybeftowed upon them.'

Often, however, the moft popular, 01'

the moft ambitious of thcrejectedl'rinces,
covering his defigns with dote diffimu-
lation, and the zeal of feeming attach-
lllent, creates a powerful party; and af..
fured of foreign aid, prepares, in fecrer,
the means 'Of fuccefsful revolt. But.
ftained with fuch kindred blood, the
fceptre of the" victorious Rebel is not
laftingly fecure-one revolution invites
"and facilitates another; and till the
'flaughter of the field, the fword of the
executioner, or the knife of the affaffin
have left him without a brother, the
throne of the Sovereign is feldom firmly
eftabliihed.

Q Such,



, . Such, in the Mahometan empires of
13ornouand ofCafhna, is the rule of'fuc-
ceffion to the monarch y; but the Pagan.
kingdoms adjoining, with obvioufly lefs
wifdom. permit the feveral fans of the
late Sovereign, attended by their refpec-
tive partizans, to offer themfelves in per-
fon, to the choice of the electors, and to
, be actuallyprefent at the decifion ; an im-
prudence that often brings with it the
interference of other States, and unites
the different calamities of foreign and
inteftine war.

J.

Thofe of the Royal Children of Bar...
nou who are too young to take Ihare in
the referved part of their deceafed fa-
ther's poffeffions, are educated in the
Palace till the age of maturity arrives;
~t which time their refpective portions
of lands and cattle are affigned them,

To
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To the four lawful wives of the late
Sovereign, a feparate houfe, with a fui-
table eft:abliihment, is granted by the

, reigning Monarch; and fuch of his nu-
-merous concubines as were not flaves,
are at liberty to return to their feveral
friends; and, together with leave to re,..
tain their cloaths, and all their orna-
ments, which are often valuable, have
free permiffion to marry ~

In the empire of Bornou, as in all the
Mahometan States, the adminiftration of
the provinces is committed to Governors>
appointed by the Crown; and the ex-
pences of the Sovereign are partly de-
fra yed by his hereditary lands, and partly
by taxes levied 011 the people.

The prefent Sultan, whofe name is
Alli, is a man of an unoftentatious plain
appearance; for he feldom wears any

Q 2 other
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other drefs than the common blue fhirt
of cotton or of filk, and the filk or muf ...
lin turban, which form the ufual drefs
of the country. Such, however, is the
magnificence of his feraglio, that the la-
dies who inhabit it are faid to be five
hundred in number; and he himfelf is
defcribed as the reputed father of three
hundred and fifty children, of. Wh0111

three hundred are males i a difproportion
whichnaturallyfuggefts the idea that the
mother, preferring to the gratification of
natural affection, the joy of feeing her-
felf the fuppofed parent of a future <.:a11-
didate for the empire, fometimes ex-,
.changes her female child for the male
offspring of a ftranger.

Equally fplendid in. his ftable, he is
[aid to have 500 horfes for his own ufe,
and for that of the numerous fervants
of his houfehold.

In
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In many of the neigh bouring king-
doms, the Monarch himfelf is the exe-
cutioner of thofe crirnin als on whom his
. own yoice has pronounced fentence of
death; but the Sultan of Bornou, too.
polifhed, or too humane, to pollute his
hands with the blood of Iris fubjec:ts~
COlllmits the care of the execution to the,
Cadi, who directs his flaves 'to ftrikeoff
the head of the prifoner.

The Military Force of the Sultan of
Bornou confifts in the multitude of his
horfelTIen; for his foot foldiers are few
in number, and are fcarcely confidered
as contributing to the frrength of the-
battle.';: The fabre, the lance, the pike,

Q 3 a1V1

'. The Sultan of Bornoo commands a vall army of

horfemell, and is a much more powerful Monarch than the

Emperor of Morocco.

BENALLI.
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and the bow, conftitute their weapons of
\

offence; and a fhield of hides cornpofes
their defenfive armour, Fire-arms,
though not entirely unknown to them,
(for thofe with which the Merchants of
Fezzan occafionally travel, are fufficient
to give them an idea of their importance
.and decifive effect) are neither ufed nor
poffeffed by the people of Bornou.

When the Sovereign prepares for war,
and levies an arm y for the purpofe, he
is faid to have a CUfi:OlTI, (the refult of
idle vanity or of politic oftentation) of
directing a date tree to be placed as a
threfhold to one of the gates of his ca-
pital; and of commanding his horfernen
to enter the town one by one, that the
parting of the tree in the middle, when
vorn through by the trampling of the,
horfes, may enable him t judge of the

fufIi-
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fufficiency of their numbers, and ope-
tate as a fignal that his levy IS emu ..
plete.

, In their Mannen, the people' of Bornou
are fin,gularly courteous and humane.
They will not pafs a ftranger on the road
till they have ftopped and faluted him:
the moft violent of their quarrels are
only contefls of words; and though a.
part of thebufinefs of their hufbandry
is affigned to the women, yet, as their -
f;luployment is confined to that of drop-
ping the feed in the.furrows, and of re-
}1l,ovingthe weeds with a hoe, it has
lUore of the amufemen t of occafional oc-
cupation, than of the -harfhnefs of <;:01\'"

tinued labour.

Paflionatel y attached to the tumul-
tuous gratifications of play, yet unac-

Q 4 quainted



quainted with any game but. drafts, they
often fit down.on the ground, and form-
ing holes to anfwer the purpofe of
fquares, fupply the place of men with
dates, or the meaper fubftitute of 1;l:O!1.es.,
or of camel's dung. On their fkill in
the management of thefe rude inftru-
merits of the galne,. they flake their ~ol~
duft, their brafs money, and even their
very clothes; and as the bye-flanders on,
thefe occafions conftantly obtrude their
advice, and fometimes make the moves
for the perfon whofe fuccefs they wifh,
their play is ufually accompanied by that
conflict of abufe, and vehemence of
fcolding, which mark and terminate the
fbarpeft of their quarrels .

.Such is the amufement of the lower
~la~es or the people: 'thofe of a fuperior
rank are devoted to the 1110redifficult

. and
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and more interefiing galne ofchefs, in
which they are_eminently !killed,

In countries that afford without culti->
vation, or that giv~ in return for flight-
~~e+tiops of labour, the principal requi--
[ites of life, few articles of export are
Iikely ro be found. Thofe of the Bor-
-110':1 Empire confift of-

Gold DUft,>:5 Oftrich Feathers,
Slaves,. '

Horfes,
Salt, arid
Civet.
'.' .

By what means the gold duft, that ap-
pears to be a principal article of trade,
is procured by the inhabitants, whether
from mines in the country, or by pur-
chafe from other nations, the Shereef

has

• l\t Borneo I exchanged for gold dufi and ofirich fea-

t~eri the merchandize which I brought from Tripoli.
. BEN ALL{,
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has not explained. But of their mode
of obtaining the Slaves"who conftitute
another extenfive branch of their com-
merce, he gives the following account .

South Eaft of Bornou, at the diftance
of about twenty days travelling, and fe-
parated from it by feveral fmall defarts,
is fituated an extenfive kingdom of the
name of Begarmee, the inhabitants of
which are rigid Mahometans,and though
perfectly black in their complexions, are
not of the Negro caft, Beyond this king-
dom to the Eaft are feveral tribes of N e-
gros, idolaters ill their religion, 'favage
ill their manners, and accuftomed, it is
[aid, to feed on hum.an flefh. They are
called the Kardee, the Serrowah, the
Showva, the Battah, and the Mulgui.
Thefe nations the Bergarmeefe, , ho
fight on horfeback, and are great war-
riors, annually invade; and when they

have
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have taken as many prifoners as the op-
portunity affords, or their purpofe may
require, they drive the captives, like cat-
tle, to Begarmee. It is faid that if any
of them, weakened by age, or exhaufted
by fatigue, happen to linger in their
pace, one of the horfemen feizes on the
oldeft and cutting off his arm, ufes it' as
a club to drive on the reft,

From Begannee they are fent to Bor-
nou,? where they. are fold at a low price;
and thence many of them are conveyed
to Fezzan, where they generally em-

brace

• The Sultan of Bornoo is continually at war with the

various idolatrous tribes of Blacks who border on his do-

minions. Thofe who are taken prifoners are fold to the

Arabs, and this traffic conflitutes the principal commerce

ef the country.

Slaves are every day brought to him; for the aC(Iuifition

"f this fort of plunder is his conftant occupation.
BEN ALLI.



brace the Muffelman faith, and are af...
terwards exported by the way of Tripoli,
to different parts of the Levant.

Such is the mode of obtaining the
greateft part of the Haves who are an...
I1U~l1yfold in Bornou : but as feveral of
the provinces of the, €lnpire are inha-
bited by Negros, their infurrections, real
or pretended, afford to the Sovereign an
opportunity of increafing his income by'
their fale.

A· more politic and more effectual
mode of aiding his finances is fruitlefsly
offered by the faIt lakes of the Province
of Domboo: for, as the great Empire of
Cafhnais entirely deftitute of faIt, and
none is found in the dominions of the
Negros, the fole poffeffion of this arti-
de might infure to the King of Bornou -
a conftant and ample revenue.of the heft

kind»
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kind, a revenue collected from the fub-'
jects of Foreign States. But fuch is the,
prevalency of antient cuftom over the.
obvious fuggefiions of policy, that the
.people of Agadez, a province of the
Cafhna Empire, are annually permitted
to load their immenfe caravans with the
falt of BOrIl011, and to engrofs the pro-
;fits of this invaluable trade. The falt is
colleCted on the fhores of the feveral
lakes which produce it, and the only ac-
know ledgement that the Merchants of
Agadez give in return for the article, is
the trifling price which they pay in brafs
and copper (the currency of Bornou) to
the neighbouring peafants,

The civet, which forms another arti-
cle of the export trade of Bornou, and
the greateft part of which is fent to the
Negro States who inhabit far to the
South, is obtained from a fpecies of wild

cat
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'Catthat is common in the woods of Bor-
non and of Caihna.

This animal is taken alive in a trap
prepared for the purpofe, is placed in a
cage, and is firongly irritated till a co-
pious perfpiration is produced. Its fweat,.
and efpecially the moiflure that appears
·llpon the tail, is then fcraped off, is pre-
Iervcd in a bladder, and conftitutes the
much valued perfume. After a ihort
interval the operation is renewed, and is
repeated, from time to time, till at the
end of twelve or fourteen days the ani-
mal dies of the fatigue and continual
torment, The quantity obtained from
one cat is generally about half an ounce.

: ' Of ManufaBur.es, none for exportation
are furnifhed by the people of Bornou ;
but the Shereef remarks that, for their
own confumption, they fahricate from

the
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-the iron ore of their country, though
with little fkill, fuch flight tools as their
hufbandry requires."

In return for their exports, they re-
ceive the following goods:

Copper

.. From the hemp of the country, a coarfe linen is ma.-

l1ufaaured by the people of Bornoo. Their cotton, which

is alfo a native produce, is [pun to a thread of remarkable

;linene[s, and is then converted to callicoes and mullins of

about nine inches in breadth, and of a length which varies

from fifteen to twenty yards. Such of there cotton manu-
factures as are enriched with the blue dye of the country,

I

wlllch, from the fuperiority of the indigo, is preferable to

that of the Eaft Indies, are valued more highly than filk ,

yet their only fupply of the latter is that which theMerchants

of Barbary convey.

They alfo fabricate a Ipecies of carpet, as a covering for

their horfes. Tents, from wool and the hair of goats and
of camels, are made for the ufe of the army.

The little filver they have is converted by their own ar-
tifts into rings.

BEN ALLJ.
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Copper and Brafs, which are brought
.to them from Tripoli, by the way of Fez-
zan, and which, as already mentioned,
are ufed as the current fpecies of Bor-
nOll)

Imperial Dollars, which are alto
brought to them from Tripoli by the
Merchants of Fezzan, and are converted
by their own artifts into rings and brace-
lets for their women;

Red Woollen Caps, which are worn
under the turban;

Check Linens,
Light coarfe Woollen Cloths,
Baize,
Barakans,
Small Turkey Carpets,
Plain Mefurata Carpets.

CHAPTER



CHAPTER VII.

Rout from Mourzouk to CaJhna- Boundaries if
the Empire-Its Language, Currency, and
Trade~

EQuALL Y conneCted by their com-
merce with Ca1hna and Bornou, the
Fezzaners difpatch to the former as.well.
as to the latter, and always at the fame
feafon, an annual caravan. From Mour-
zouk, their capital, which they leave at
the clofe of October, they take their
courfe to the South South Weft, and pro-
ceed -to the Province of Hiatts, the moft

R barren;
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barren, and the worft inhabited .diftrict
?f their country.

Five of the fourteen days which are
requifite. for this part of their rout, are
confumed in the paffilge of a [andy de-
fart, in which their ufual expedient of
covering their goat Jkins, both within
and without, with a refinous fubftance,
p~e_v.ents but. im perfectl y the dreaded
evaporation of their water,

. From the Province of Hiatts they crofs
the low mountains of Eyre, which fepa-
rate the Kingdom of Fezzan from the
vaft Empire of Cafhna ; and leaving to
their right the frnull river which flows
f-rom thcfe hills, a11<.1is loft in. the: deep.
fands of a neighbouring defart, they en-
. ter a wide heath, uninhabited, but not
deftitute of water. The fixth day con-
~1.lcts them from this extended folitude

tQ
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to the long defired refrefhments of' the
Town of Ganatt, where' the two next
days are devoted to repofe.

From thence, by a march of nineteen
(lays, during fix of which they are im-
lner[ed in the heats of J thirfiy defart,
they pars on to the Town of Aflouda,
,,,1iith offers them equal refrefhmenrs
with Ganatt, and equally fufpends their

journey.

On leaving Affouda, they travel a de-
liCThtful country, as fertile as it is nume-
D .

ronny peopled; and while the exhilara-'
ting fight of Indian corn and of frequent
herds of cattle accompanies and chcars'
their paflage, the eighth day introduces
thelTI to the large and populous City oi
Agaclez~ the capital of an extenfive pro-
vince.

R2 Diffin-
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Diftinguifhed a'Sthe moft commercial
·of all the towns of Cafhna, and, like
-Affouda and. Ganatt, inhabited by Ma-
hometans alone, Agadez naturally at-
~raC\:sthe peculiar attention of the Mer-
chants of Fezzan. Many of them. pro-
ceed no farther; but the greateft part,
committing to their Agents the care of
the Haves,cotton, and fenna, which they
purchafe in the courfc of a ten days re-
fidence, continue their journey to the
South .

. In this manner, if the camels are com;
pleatly loaded, feven and.forty days, ex-
.dufive of thofe which are allotted to re-
frefhment and neceffary reft, are em-
ployed in travelling from Mourzouk to
Agadez.

At the end of three days more, arnidft
fields that are enriched with the luxu-

riant
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riant growth of Indian corn, and paf...
tures that are covered with multitudes
of cows, and with flocks of fheep and
goats, the Traveller reaches the fmall
Town of Begzam ; from which, through
a country of herdfmen, whofe dwellings
are in tents'of hides, the fecondday con-
duCts him to the Town of Tegomah.
'there, as he furveys the ftony, unin-
habited, defolate hills that form the
chearlefs profpect before him, he cafts
a regretful eye on thofe verdant fcenes
that furrounded him the day before.
Employed for two days in the paffage of
tbefe dreary heights, he defcends on the
third to a deep and fcorching fand, from
which he emerges at the approach of
the fifth evening, and entering a beau-
tiful country, as pleafingly diverfified
with the natural beauties of hills and
vales andwoods, aswith the rich rewards
of the hufbandman's and the'ihepherd's

R 3 toil,



1oil,: he arrives. in feven-days morentthe
r{!!ty of.Caihna, the capital of the .cm-
rpire 'of which it bears the name, .and
the ufual refidence of its powerful Sul-
tan •

.' The country to which the Geogra-
phers of Europe have given the name
of Nigr.itia, is called bythe Arabs, Sou-
dan, and by the natives' Aafnou, .two
words of .fimilar import, that, like.tlrc
European appellation, exprefs theland
.Qf the Blacks, and like that too, are ap-
;phed to a, part onl y of the region to
.which their meaning fo. obvioui1y be-
.l.ongs.-y~t,.even in this limited fenfe,
.the .'~orclBoudan is often' varioutl y ern-
iP1oyed;: for while fome of -the Africans
~1b'~Cl it. to.the.Empire ~fC~iftma~~¥hi<ih
is fituated at the North of the Ni .er,
others extend it, with indefinite com-
p'~~henfion, to the Negro States 011 the

South
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.South of the river, and applying it as a
'means of exprefIing the extended rule
and tranfcendantpower of the Emperor
of Cafhna, call hirn, with extravagant
compliment, the Sultan of all Soudan. '

His real' fovereignty is bounded, on
the, North, by the mountains of Eyre,
and by one of tho fe' diftricts of the great
Zahara, that furnifh no means ofufeful
property or available dominion; on the
South, by the Niger; and on the Eaft,
by the Kingdom of Zamphara and the
Empire of Bornou, Its weftern limit-is
not defcribed by the Shereef , nor is any
thing faid of the Capital, except that it
is iituated to the North of the' Niger, at
the. diftance of five days journey, and
that its buildings refemble thofe of Bor-

.nou.

The
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The obfervations which introduced
the account of Bornou, have already an-
nounced the remarkable fimilarity, as
well with .refpect to climate, foil, and na-
tural productions, as with regard to the
colour, genins, religion, and political in-
ftitutions of the people, that prevails-he-
tween .that powerful State and its fifter
Kingdom of Cafhna,

The rains, indeed, are lefs violent than
thofe of Bornou, It exclufively fur-
nifhes the bifhnah, a fpecies of Indian
corn that differs from the gamphuly, in
the blended colours of red and white
which diftinguifh its grain. Its mon-.
keys' and parrots (animals but feldom
feen in Bornou) are numerous, -and of
various fpecies. The .meridian of its ca-
pital is confidered as a weftern limit, ill
that parallel of latitude, to the vegetation

of
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"
ofgrapes 'and the breed of 'camels; for
between Cafhna and the Atlantic few
camels are bred, and no grapes will grow.
The manners of the common people are
Iefs courteous in Cafhna than in Bornou,
and their games' are Iefs expreffive of
refleCtion; for their favourite pray con-
1ifts in toiling up four fmall fticks, and
counting thofe that crofs each other, as
fo many points of the number that con-
ftitutes the game. But the circumftances
of chief difcrimination between the em-
pires are, thofe of language, currency,
and certain articles of commerce.

of



Of the difference between the Lan-
guages of Bornou and of Cafhna, the fol-
lowing Ipecimen is glveil by the She-
reef.

In the Language of Bornou In the Language of Call1na

7 .... Bookai

I is exprt1!cd by Deiyrh ,

2 •.•• Beeycu

3 •.•• Okoo

4- ••.• Foodoo

5 ...• Beat

6 ..•. Shedah

J is expreJJcd by Lakkah
:2 Endee

3 ~ Nielkoo

4 Dokoo

5 Okoo
6 Arafkoo

7 Nufkoo

8 Tall6re 8 Tskcos

9 L'ilkar 9 Tarrah

10 :. Meikoo 10 Goumah

1 I Meiko Lakkah I I Goumah ilia Deiyah
12 Meiko Endee 12 .••• Goumah Iha Beeyou

13 .....•.. MeikooNiefkoo 13 .•.. Goumah ilia Okoo

14 Meikoo Dekoo 14 Goumah ilia Foodco

The Currency of Cafhna, like that of
the Negro States to the South of the Ni-
ger, is compofed of thofe fmall fhells

that
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that are known to Europeans and to the
Blacks themfelves by the name of Cow-
ries, and to the Arabs by the appellation
of Hueddah.-Cardie, which is another
term for this fpecies of Negro money,
andthe Ipccific meaning of which the
Shereef has neglected to explain, is faid
to be given to it by the idolatrous tribes
alone; a circumftance that feems to in-
dicate fuperftitious attachment.-Of
there fhclls, 2,500 arc eftimated in Cafh-
ria as equal in value to a mitkal of Fez-
zan, which is worth about 675 piaftres
of Tripoli, or ten ihillings and three
half-pence fterling.

Among the few circumftances which
charaCterize the Trade of Caflma, as dif-
tinguiihcd from thatofBornou, the molt:
remarkable is, that the Merchants of the
forme;' kingdom are the fole carriers, to
(}t'he~'nations, of a fcarce and moil: vaIn::'

able



able commodity, which is only to be ob...
.tained from the inhabitants of the latter.

FO'r though the falt of Bornou fupplies
the confum ption of Cafhna, and of the
Negro Kingdoms to the South, yet its
owners have abandoned to the COm111er-
cial activity of the Merchants of Agadez;
thewhole of that profitable trade.

The lakes, on the dreary fhores of
which this 'article of African luxury is
found, are feparated from Agadez by a
match of five and forty days, and are
encompaffed on all fides by the fands of ;
the vaft Defart of Bilma, where the ar-
dent heat of a flaming Iky is returned
with double fiercenefs by the furface of
the burning foil. A thoufand camels,
bred and maintained for the purpofe, arc
faid to compofe the caravan which an-
nnally explores, in the favage wilder-
nefs, the long line of this adventurous

journey.
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Jqunley. 'Perilous, however, and full
of hardfhips as their labour is. the Mer-
chants find an ample recornpence in the
profits of their commerce; for while the
wretched villagers who inhabit the
neighbourhood of the lakes, and collect
the falt that congeals upon, the fhores,
are contented to receive, or obliged to

accept a Icanty price, the value that the
Merch,an,tsobtain in the various markets
. ,

of Calhna, of Tombuctou, and of the
countries to the South of the Niger, is
fuited to the high eftimation in which
the article is held.

Attentive in this manner to the means
of profiting by the produce of a neigh-
bouring country, the people of Agadez
~re equally anxious to avail themfelves
of the commodities that are furnifhed
by their own j for knowing the fuperior
quality of the fenna which grows upon

their
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their mountains, they demandand re-
ceive from the Merchants of Fezz an a
proportionable price.c-- 1."

The fenna of Agadez' is valued in.
Tripoli at fourteen or fifteen mah a,
boobs, or from 41. 4s. to' 41. IOS~ per h un,"
dred weight; while that of Tibefti 'is

, .
worth no more than from nine to ten
mahaboobs, or from 21. 148. to 31. ~er-
ling. I.; rom Tripoli the Tenna is ex-
ported to Turkey, Leghorn, and ,Ma~-
, .
feilles,

Of the other articles of [ale which the
extenfive Empire of Cafhna affords, the
princi pal are--...

, ,

Gold -Duil:-ihe value of which ap-
pears to be eftll11ateclat a higher rate in
Cafhna than in Fezzan , for in the for";
mer the worth of an ounce of 640 grains

-, (which



(which is the weight of an .ounce . in
Fezzan,Caihna, and probably in all the
States between that kingd~:nn and the
Niger) is faid to be nine mitk als, or
41. lOS. Herling; whereas an ounce of
the fame weight is worth in Fezzan but
41. 'In Cafhria the-value of an Er:g1ifh:
ounce of 480.grains is confequently 3l.
7s. 6d. whereas in Fezzan it is only 31.

Slaves.-.-In what manner thefe are ob-
tained, does ll~t diftinctl y appear; but
the value of a male Have is faid to be ,
rrorn 15 to 20,000 cowries, or frOITI 31. to.
41. frerling:

That of a female Dave is defcribed
as being two-thirds of the former, or
from 10,000 to 13,334 cowries) which in
Englifh luoney would be from 21. to
~l. J3s~4d.

Cotton
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. Cotton Cloth.s-w hich are the ,general
manufacture of Cafhna, of Bornou, and
of the Negro States to the South of the
Niger;

Goat-ikins-er the red and of the yel-
low dyes:

Ox and Buffalo Hides:

Civet-the mode of obtaining which,
as well as the principal markets for its
tale, were defcribed in the account which
has been given of the -trade of Bornou.

In return for thefe articles the inha-
bitants of Cafhna reeeive-

~owries-a fea fhell which is brought
from-the coaft, and conftitutes the com-
mon fpecie of the empire:

Horfes
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Horfes and Mares-e-which ,are pur-
chafed from the Merchants of Fezzan i

but whether bred in that country') or
l

procured from the Arabs) or from the
people of Bornou, is not mentioned by
the Shereef: '

Red Woollen Caps,
Check Linens,*
Light coarfe Woollen Cloths,
Baize,
Barakans or Alhaiks,
Small Turkey Carpets,
PlaiQ Mefurata Carpets, ,
Silk, wrought and unwrought,
Ti{fues and Brocades,
Sabre Blades,

s ,Dutch

• The drefs of the peopleof Fullan (a country to the
Weft of Cafhna) refembles the cloth of which the plaids
qr' the Scotch Highlanders arc made,

BIN ALLJ.
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Dutch Knives,
Sciffars,
Coral,
Beads,
Small Looking-Glaffes,
Titkera-apafte which is prepared in

Fezzan from dates and the meal ofIndian
corn, and which, whenever they travel,
is in great requeft among the people of
Fezzan i

Gooroo Nuts-which are brought
from the Negro States on the South of
the Niger, and which are principally
valued for the pleafant bitter that they
communicate to any liquid in which
they are infufed,

CHAPTER



8:- ,.c.
----~.

CHAPTER VIII.

Countries South if the Niger.

THE account which the Shereef has
given of fuch of the kingdoms to the
South of the Niger ashe himfelf has vi-,
fited, is too deficient in geographical iri-
.formation, to furniih a clear and deter-
minate idea of this part of hi's travel :
and though the names of the principal
States in whofe ..capitals he traded; or
through whofe dominions he paired,
may beufed with advantage as the means
i;>f future enquiry, and are therefore in-
{erted ill the map which accompanies

S ~ this



tilis Narrative; yet the places affigned
V" .
them rnuft be confidered as in fome de-
gree conjectural, That the line of his. . .

journey was towards the Gold Coaft,
there is, how eyer, the firongeft reafon
to believe ; and the' following 'brief ac-
count of his remarks may lead to con ...
elutions which. are neither "lninter~fting
nor unimportant,

, From that part of the Niger which
~ol!.~nsthe fouthern limit of the great
Empire of Cafhna, to the Kingdom of
'Tonouwah, which borders on the coaft
of the Chriftians, and of which the Town
of Affente is faid to be the capital, a fuc-
ceffion of hills, among which aremoun-
tains of a ftq.pendous height, diverfifies
or conftitutes the general face of the
country. Moft of the lands are defcribed
as already cleared, but rome particular
ijf~ricts ar~-ftiJl incumbered with wood's
J; ~A .. . of
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of a vaft extent, and thougb fot _~:q,~
moft part the highlands are paftured bi
innumerable flocks of fheep, and 1JX
herds of cows and goats, and the vales
exhibit the captivating view of .fuccef-
. I
five villages, encompaffed with corn and
rice, and fru~ts of various. kinds, yet
there are places. of native fterility and
eternal barrcnnefs,

The combined occupations of the fhep ...
herd and of the hufbandman compote
the general employment of the people;
while the cott,on cloth, and the goat-
!kins of the red and of the yellow dyes,
that are offered in Ieveral of the towns
.for fale, announce the rudiments of fu-
ture lnanufaCtures, and perhaps of an
extenfi ve commerce.

Exempted by the nature of their eli..
mate from man Y of thofe hardfhi _psfr~Il}

S 3 which,



which, in' other countries, drefs is the
p incipal protection, a large proportion
of the inhabitants wear only the cover-
ing'that decency requires. But moft of
theM~hometans,as the mark of a religion.
which they are proud to profefs, adorri

, '

their heads with the folds of the turban,
arid alfo adopt, at leaft in forneof the'
States, the cotton fhirt, which is fo much
worn in the empires of Cafhna and
'130rnou: '

Tents, which are formed of the hides'- ,

of cows or of buffaloes, and which are'
peculiarly fuited to the fhepherd life,
are the only dwellings of multitudes of
the Negros; while the huts, which o~
J • ~ • ~ "
thers erect with the branches of trees,
are ofa conftruction almofl equally firti.:'

I , _

~~e.
,.' ,-

• •• ~ ." • • I \ ~. ~

; Several of the towns are defcribed as"
furrounded

,'_ ~
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furrounded by walls J and bows and a~-
rows are mentioned as the common in-
ftruments of war.

In the defcription of their Govern ...
rnent, a few initances of [mall Republics
are given; but moft of their States are
monarchical; and of thefe, the irihabi ...
tants of the Mahometan Kingdom ·of
Degornbah are diftinguifhed by the cu~-
tom of taming the Elephant, and by that
of felling for naves the prifoners they
take from fuch of the bordering nations
as Illatives of .religion. or of. avarice
prompt them to invade.

Such, however, is the mildnefs or the
Negro character; that even the afperi-
ties of religiou S c1ifagreement appear to
have no effect on their general conduct j

for there is reufon to believe, from the
Shereef"s account, that the M\.l{feh~an

S 4 and
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and the Pagan arc indifcriminately mlx ,
ed , that their cattle feed upon the fame
mountain , and that the approach, "of
evening fends them in peace to the fame
v.illage :,and though the nations who are
attacked by the people of De.gombah
pnnifh with death, as guilty of atrocious
injuftice, fuch of the invaders as the.
chance of war throws into .their hands,
yet thofe of the Mahometans who vifit
them for the pu rpofes of trade, are re ..·
ceived with protection and refpect.

,. To the Merchants of'Fezzan, who tra-
vel to the fouthern States of the Negros,
the purchafe of gold, which the domi ...
nions of feveral, and efpecially of thofe
of Degombah, abundantly afford, is al-
ways the fidl: objet! of commercial ac-
,qtlifition. The other articles which they
obtain, confift of
Slaves,

. ~, Cotton
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Cotton.Cloth; . hi"
Goat-Skins, of a beautiful dye, ',.
Hides of Buffaloesand Cows, and r ~.

iii Ipecies of Nut-which is much va>
lued in the kingdoms to 'the North of
the Niger, and which is called Gooroo.
It grows on a; large and broad leafed
tree that bears a pod of abo-ut eighteen:
inches in length, in which are inclofcd
a number of nuts that varies from feven
to mne. Their colour is a yellowifh
green; their fize is that of a chefnut,
which they a1fo refemble in being co-
vered by a hufk. of a fimilar thicknefs,
and their tafte, which is defcribed -as a
pleafant bitter, is fo grateful to rhofe
who are accuftorned .to its ufe.. and fo_
ituportant as a corrective to the unpala-
table or unwholefome waters of Fezzan,
and of the other kingdoms that border
on the vaft Zahara, as to be deemed of
[mportance to the happinefs of.Iife. ~,

No



'~66 .MR. LUCAS's

No commercial value appears to be an- .
nexed to the fleeces which the nume-
rous flocks of the Negro kingdoms af-
ford; forthecotton manufacture, which,
the Shereef fays, is eftablifhed among
the tribes to the South of the Niger,
feems to be the only Ipecies of weaving
that is known among them. Perhaps
the dark colour of the fleece, as difqua-
lifying it for the dye, may be one reafon,
and its coarfe and hairy nature may be
.another, of the little efteem in which it
appears to be held.

- In return for the articles which they
-fell to their foreign vifitors, the N e~ros
~receive-

Salt, from the Merchants of Agadez,
Dutch Knives,,

Sabre Blades,
Carpets,
Coral,

Beads,
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Beads,
Looking-Glaffes,
Civet,
Imperial Dollars and Brafs--from both.

of which the Negro artifts manufacture
rings and bracelets for their women.

Fire Anus are unknown to fuchofthe
nations all.the South of the Niger as the
Shereefhas vifited , and thereafon which
he affigns for it is, that the Kings in the
neighourhood of the coaft, perfuaded
that if thefe powerful inftrurnents of
war fhould reach the poffeffion of the
populous inland States, their own inde..
pendence would be loft; have ftricUy
prohibited, and by the wifdom of thei~
meaf ures, have effectually prevented this
dangerous merchandize from paffing be-
yond the limit of their dominions.

CHAPTER





CHAPTER IX.

General View of tb« Tradefrom FeZZiln to Tri..
poli, Bornau, Cafhna, and the Countries ""
the"South of the Niger.

IN the general defcription of Fezzan,
an account was given of the various ar-
ticles of native produce which fupply
~hewants, or contribute to the trade of
its people; but of their Foreign Com-
lnerce, for which, like the Dutch in Eu-
rope, they are eminently diftinguifhed,
the detail was purpofely deferred: for
~iUa previous account of the countries

to
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to which that commerce is eftablifhed
had been exhibited, no adequate con-
ception of its- nature or extent could be
eafily conveyed.

At the latter end of October, when
the ardent heat of the Summer months
is fucceeded by the pleafant mildnefs and
fettled ferenity of Autumn, the feveral
caravans that are refpectively deftined
for Tripoli and Bornou and Cafhna, and
the Negro Nations beyond the Niger,
take their departure from Mourzouk,
the capitalof Fezzan, The parties which
compofc them are ;gel1erally fmall , for
unlefs information has been received
that the road is infefted with robbers,
ten or a dozen Merchants attendee}, by
twice as many camels, anel by the ne ...
ceffary fervants, conftitute the ufual.
ftrength of the caravan. But if an at ...
tack is ~pprehended~ an aflociation of

forty
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forty or fifty men, with mu:fkets for
their defence, is formed; and as none
of the Africans to the South of Fezzan
(the people of Agadez and the nations
on the coaft excepted) have yet poffefled
themfelves of fire-arms, the" collective
force of fuch "a number is fufficient to
infure their fafety.

Their ftore of provifions ufually con-
fiits of dates; of meal prepared from
barley or from Indian corn, and pre-
vioufiy deprived of all its moifture in an
oven temperately heated; and of mut-
ton, which is cured for the purpofe, by
the treble procefs of being falted and
dried in the fun, and afterwards boiled
ill oil or fat; a procefs which gives it,
eVen in that climate, a lailing preferva-
"tion,

In all the principal towns to which
\ .!. they
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they trade, the Merchants of Fezzan
have Factors, or confidential Friends, to
whofe care, till their return, .or till their
inftructions as to the market Ihall arrive,
they confign fuch Negros as they pur-
chafe, perfectly affured that the flaves
will be forwarded by the Agents accord-
ing to the orders they receive; but their
gold duft, as being more eafily conveyed,
and lefs dependant for its value on the
choice of the market, is feldom entrufted
to the Factor.

The caravans which proceed to Tripoli
are freighted partly with trona, the pro-
duce of their native land, and partly
with fenna and gold duft and flaves, the
produce of the fouthern countries with
which they trade: and in return they
bring back the cutlery and woollens
(particularl y red woollen caps) and filks,
wrought and unwrought, together with

the
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the Imperial dollars, the copper and the
brafs, which. 'are requifite for 'the con-
fumption of thofe countries or for their
OW11.

The caravans which travel to Barnou
are loaded with the following goods :

Brafs and copper-for the currency
of Bornou, The caravan which Mr.
LUCAS accompanied from Tripoli to
Mefurata, had brought ten camel loads
or forty hundred weight of thefe metals
for the Bor~ou market: their value in
Baroou is about, four fhillings fterling
for each pound weight.

Imperial Dollars-which are called in
Arabic Real Abotacia, and the valr e of
which, in comparifon with the dollars
~f Spain, is, at Tripoli, as 365 piaftres to,

340, or nearly as 16 to 15:
T Red
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Red Woollen Caps,
Check Linens,
Light coarfe Cloth,
Baize,
Barakans or Alhaiks,
Small Carpets of Turkey,
Small plain' Carpets of Mefurata;:
Silk, wrought and unwrought,
Tiflues and Brocades-for the' Royal

Farnilyand other per[ons of rank,
Sabre Blades,
Dutch Knives,
.Sciffars,
.Coral,
Beads,
.Small Looking-Olaffes,
Gooroo Nuts.

Of the native produce of Fezzan the
only article which is brought as mer-
chandize to Bornou is a preparation ef
pounded dates, and of the meal of Indian

corn,
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corn, highly dried in an oven. It is call-
ed Tickera, and is valued, efpecially by
Travellers, as a portable and highly fC).-
lubrious food.

In return for 'the goods which they
bring to Bornou the Merchants take back
lvith them,

Slaves,
Gold Duft,
Civet-for the markets on the South

of the Niger.

The exports from Fezzan to Cajhna and
its dependent States, confift of the fol-
lowing articles':

Cowries-a fea [hell (in Arabic called
j-Iueddah) which conftitutes the circu-
Iating fpecie of this empire, and of the

. T 2 Negro



Negro kingdoms;' and which the Mer-
chants procure from the Southern na-
tions wh~ border on the coaft , 17)o6~
are confidcred in Cafhna as equivalent
to a~ Engliih ounce (489graiI1s) of gold;

Brafs=-from which the Smiths of the
country manufacture :rin&Sand bracelets
for their women :

Horfes,
Red Woollen Caps,
Check Linens,
Light coarfe Cloths,
Balze,
Barakans, or Alhaiks,
Small Turkey Carpets,
Plain Mefurata Carpets,
Silk, wrought and unwrought,
Tiflues and Brocades,
. Sabre Blades,

Dutch
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Dutch Knives,
Sciffars,
Coral,
Beads,

"Small Looking-Glaifes;
Tickera-a preparation of pounded

dates; arid the meal of Indian cora,
which is manufactured in Fezzan ':

-GoorooNuts-which are brought
from the Negro Countries 011 the South
of the Niger, and the ufe of which. has
been mentioned before.

The articles received in return; are_;

Gold Duft-« ofwhich ail Englifh ounce
(or 480 grains) appears to be valued at
31. 8s. 3<1.though in Fezz an it feems to
be worth no more than 31. The Feq;.;
zaners, in all probability, make them-

T 3 felves
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{elves amends by the price which they
charge upon their goods:

., Slaves- A male flave is worth in Cafh-
na,from 31. lOS. to st-a female Have is
worth two-thirds of the amount, or from
zl. 6s. 8d. to 31. 6s. 8d.

Cotton Cloths-of various colours,
principally blue and white, of which in
the Empire of Cafhna, and in the Negro
States to the South of the Niger, great
quantities are made:

Goat Skins=dyed red or yellow:
Ox and Buffalo Hides-for tents :.

Senna from Agadez-a province of the
Ca1hna Empire :-the Agadez fenna is
worth at Tripoli, from fourteen to fif-
teen mahaboobs (41. 45. to 41. lOS. fter-

ling)
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ling) per hundred ~eight: that which
the Fezzaners obtain at Tibefti is only
worth per hundred weight, from nine
to ten mahaboobs, or from 21. 14S• to 31•
Herling.

Civet.

To fuch of the various nations inha-
biting the Country on the Soutb of the Niger
as they are accuftomed to vifit, the Mer-
chants of Fezzan convey the following
articles:

Sabre blades,
Dutch Knives,
Carpets,
Coral,
Beads,
Looking-Glaffes,
Brafs,

T 4 Imperial
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Imperial Dollars,
Civet.

'In return the Merchants receive-s-

Gold Duft,
Slaves,
Cotton. Cloths-of various colours,
Goat Skins-red and yellow,
Ox and Buffalo Hides,
Gooroo Nuts-for fale in Cafhna, 13or-,

nou, and Fezzan, where they are pur-
chafed at the rate of 12S. for one hun-
dred pods:
Cowries-for fale In Cafhna,
Ivary, though very common in the

country to the South of the Niger, is not
confidered by the Merchants of Fezzan
as an article of profitable tranfport, the
demand for it on the Coaft being fuch
as induces them to fell to the. Negros
who traffic there, the teeth which ill

the
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the caurfe of their journey, they often
find in the woods.,'*

Such

* The goods imported by the Merchants of Fezzan,

confi(l: of

Slaves,,-in which they have a great trade,

Gold Dufl,

Ivory,

Oftrich Feathers,

Senna-which isbrought from the neighbouring coun-

tries,

European goods of various fpecies, from Tripoli.

The goods exported from Fezzan, confifb of th .. follow-

ing European articles:

Woollen Cloths,

Linens of different forts,

G un Barrels,

Gun and Pi flo! Locks,

Small Shot,

Ball,

Iron Bars,

Tin,
Copper,
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Such are the principal branches of the
extenfive commerce of the Merchants
of Fezzan , from a view of which it ap~,
pears, that, vail as their concerns are,
they have little communication with any
.of the States that are fituated to the Weft
of the Empire of Cafhna; a circum-
fiance which the Shereef afcribes to the

want

Copper,

Bra(s,

Brafs Difhes,
Nails,

Spices,

Mufk,

Benzoin,

Dying Wood,

Allum,

Tartar for Dying,

Green Vitriol,

Verdigreafe,

Brimftone,

Lo king-OIatTes.
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want of a proper conveyance for their
goods; for the country on the Weft of
Ca:fhna furnifhes but few camels, and
even horfes and mules are fingularly
{carce and dear.

CHAPTER



•



CHAPTER X.

/lout from Mourzouk to Grand Cairo, according
to Hadgee Abdalah Benmileitan, the prefent

G~'1,Jemor of Mejitrata.

PLACED in a fituation which affords
an eafy intercourfe with the Mediterra-
nean, arid .therefore with the States of
Europe, on the one hand, and on the
other with the extenfive Empires of
Bornou and Cafhna, the dominions of
of Tombuctou, and the various nations
of Negros to the South of the Niger,
the Merchants of Fezzan are happily"

poffeffe<-\
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poffeffed of the farther advantage of
communicating by a fafe and compara-
tively commodious paffage with the Ci-
ties of Grand Cairo and of Mecca. A
pilgrimage to the latter, the object, from

I

time immemorial, of veneration in Ara ...
bia,is prefcribed to every Muffelrnan ,
and though the greateft part of the be-
lievers in Mahomet, deterred by diflance,
or reftrained by the avocations of bufi-,
nefs and the feelings of domeftic attach-
ment, content themfelves with imper-
feet refolutions of performing at fome
future period this arduous journey; yet
there are perfons, even from the in-
nermoft recefles of Africa, who think,
that a pofitive .injunction of their faith
is too folernn for excufes, and too mo-
mentous for delay. Prompted by this
urgent confideration, or allured by the
honourable difrinction which attends
upon the title of Hac1gee, the envied, ap-

pellation
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pellation of thofe who have vifited the
facred Temple, a number of the faithful
from the Empires of Bornou and Caih-
.na, from the extenfi.ve kingdom of Caf-
faba, and from feveral of the Negro
States, refort to Fezzan, and proceed
from thence, with the caravan, which
in the Autumn ~f every fecond or third
year takes its departure for Mecca. The
caravan, which feldom confifts of lefs
than one hundred, or of more than three
hundred Travellers, aflembles at Mour-.
zouk, and begins its journey in the laft
week of OCtober, or in the firft of the
fucceec1ing month,

Temiifa, a town in the dominions of
Fezzan, and fituated to the Eaft North
Eaft of Mourzouk, receives them at the
dofe of the feventh day; and in two
days more, of eafy travelling, they ar-
rive at a lofty mountain, rocky, uninha-

bited,
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bited, and. barren, of the name of Xa-
nibba. Having recruited their goat-ikin
bags from the only well which there ful ..
len heights afford, they defcend to a
vaft and dreary defart, whofe hilly fur-
face, for Jour fucceffi ve days, prefents
nothing to the 'eye but one continued ex-
tent of black and naked rock; to which"
for three days more, the equally barren
view of a foft and fandy ftone fucceeds,
Through all this wide expanfe of varied
nakednefs no-trace of animal or vegeta-
ble life, not even th e defart thorn, is
feen, On the eighth day, the vail:
mountain of Ziltan, the rugge 1fides of
which are marked with fcanty [pots of
brufhwood, and are enriched with ftores
of water, increafes the labour of the
journey. - Four days are elevoted to the
toils of this ftupendous paffage;· four
others are employed in croffing the ful ...
try plain that ftretches its barren £mq

from
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from the foot of the mountain to the
verdant heights of Sibbeel, where the
wells of water and the chearing view of
multitudes of antelopes fufpend their
fatigues, arid anticipate the refrefhments
that await them on the next evening;
for the dofe of the following day' con-
duCtS them to the town of Augela,

Fl~om that place, which is flibject to
Tripoli, andis famed for the abundance
and excellent flavour of its dates; they
proceed in one day to the little village of
Gui Xarrah e another, brings them to the
long afcenr of the broad mountain of
Gerd6bah; from whofe inflexible bar-
renn:efs the Traveller; in the courfe of a
five days p:lfiage; can only collect a fcan-
1:y fupply of unpalatable water. De~
fcending from thefe mournful high-
[ands, he enters the narrow plain of Ge-
gabibi fandy and_uninhabited, yet fer-

u tile
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tile in dates, which the people of Duna
(a town dependant on Tripoli, and fitu-
ated on the Coafl at the diftance of eight
days journey from Gegabib) annually
gather.

From this fcene of.gladfome contrail:
to the inveterate rocks of Gerdobah, a
three days march conducts the caravan
to another defolate mountain of the
name. of Bufelema, that furniihes only
water; and in three days more they enter
the dominions of the independent Re-
public of See-wah.

Governed by a Council o~ fix or eight
Elders, whole lafting diffentions divide
the opinions and diftract the allegiance
or the people, this unfortunate State is
conftantly involved in the miferies of
inteftine war. Its chief produce is the

date
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date tree; for the lands, though not def...
titute of water, furnifh, but little corn.

From See-wah; the capital, the caravan.
proceeds in a fingle day to themiferable,
village of Umfeguer, which is one of the
dependencies of the State, and is fituated
at the foot of the mountainous Defart
of Le Magra, where, in the long cou~fe
of a {even days paifage, the Tr~veller is
fcarcely fenfible that a few fpots of thin
and meagre brufhwood :ilightly inter ...

r rupt the vail: expanfe of fterility, and
diluiniili the amplitude of defolation,
The eighth day terminates with his ar-
rival at the hill of Huaddy L'Ottron,
which is diftinguifhed by a fmall con-
vent, of three Chriftian Monks, who re-
fide there under the protection of Cairo.
and to whofe hofpitable entertainmenc
the Traveller islargely indebted. Build-
ings furrounded ~vith high walls, and

U 20 erected
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erected in the -neighbourhood of the
convent, ate opened for his reception;
and for three fucceffive days, if he chu-
fes to be their gueft fo long, his wants,
as far as their means extend, are chear ...
fully and liberally fupplied.

Their garden, in which 15 a well of
excellent and' never-failing water, af...
fords an ample ftore of vegetables of va...
rious kinds: the maintenance of a few
fheep is furnifhed by an adjoining par...
ture , and ·they raife, without difficulty,
a 'numerous breed of fowls. All other
articles, except their bread, which they
manufacture themfelves, they receive'
from Cairo.

Refpected by the Arabs, who revere'
their hofpitality more than they hate
their religion, thefe venerable men are
apparently fecure.--Yet as too rnttclt

con-
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'confidence might invite the meaneft
plunderers to invade their peaceful
dwelling, they have cautioufly guarded
~heir .convent by a feparate and lofty
inclofure from an opening in which a
ladder of ropes furnifhes the means of
defcent.

Leaving this hofpitable hill with fuch
refrefhments as the generous Fathers
could fupply, the caravan continues its
courfe, and on the fifth. day arrives at
the City of Cairo, from whence, at the
ll[ual feafon, it proceeds by the C\1:~O-

Jllary rout to Mecca..... .

U 3 CHAPTER





CHAPTER XL

C012clujions fuggefled by the precedi1}gNarrative.

FROM the perufal of the preceding ac":
count, the Society are enabled to judge
oftb.e creclitwhich it deferves, andof the
value of the information which it offers.
If the evidence of its truth fhould be
thoughtinfufficient, they will keep their
minds in fufpence till Narratives of more
confirmed authenticity lhall difprove or
eftablifh the relation. But if they fhould
think that the Shereef's account of Bor-
nou and of the Niger is too ftrongly
fupported by the correfponding defcrip-
tion of Ben Alli, to leave a fufpicion of

lJ4 its
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its-falfehood s and ~hat the fidelity of this
part of his Narrative war~3:n!s the be-:
lief of whatever elfe is equally defcribed
" .I, • ., • ,. ••

on the authority of his perfonal know-
Iedge, then they will feel that conclufions
of a'n' important 'and interefting natur'~
refult from the various, though imperfect
intelligence which he has furnifhed,

. .... ." ~

n The prefent ftate of the Empire of
Bornou, compared with its condition
when Leo Africanus, who wrote his. . .".. ',.

account in the year 1526" was its vifitor,
, j

exhibits an interefting proof of the ad-
vancement of the Mahometan Faith, and
of the progrefs of imperfect civiliza-
tion. * A favage nakednefs, or the rude

, .
covering

-oLIo's Hifi. ifAfr;ca, bookvii.p. 293, 294. Enl.lldition~
• • •. I ...

" 01" THE JS:INGD,O,M OF BORN().

U The inhabitants in Summer go all naked, except at
<, their ~aifi$, which they cover with'a piece 'of'leather':

,~' but
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covering which the fkins of beafis~aN
ford, are now relinquifhed, for the d€~

cency

¢ but all the Winter they are clad in fkins, and have'bed~

'f of fkins alfo. They embrace no religion at all, tieing

c~ neither Chriftians, -Mahometans; nor Jews, 'nor ofany
" other profeflion, but ljving after a brutifh manner- aad

~, havin~ wives and children in co~nmon: and (as I un-

f' derl1:ood of a certain Merchant th~t abode a long time
, . .'

" among them) they have no proper names at all, but

" everyone is nick-named according to his length, his
·r

c~ fatnefs, or fome other qualitie. They have" a moll:

~' puiffant Prince, being lineally defcended from the L1-

,~ bian people called Bardoa: horfemen he hath in a coo-
" t~n~al rea~inefs~ to the number of 3000, and an J ¥uge
" number of footmen, for all his ~ubjeCls are fo Iervice-. . ~.

" able and obedient unto him, that whenfoever he com ...
. r

" mandeth them, they will arrne themfelves and follow

,~ him whither he plcafeth to ~ondua them. They paye

" unto him none other tribute but the tithes of all their
"~ corne : neither hath this King any revenues to maintain

~~ his Eflare, but only Iuch fpoils as he getteth from his

~' next enemies by often invafions and afraults."

-:_" Yet th~ King feerneth to be marvellous rich; for

" his
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cencyand convenience of a drefs of cot-
ton manufacture. Tempered by the
courtefyof commerce, and the concili-
ating interchange-of important benefits,
the antient barbarifm of the people is
foftened to habits of kindnefs , and, in
the minds of the greateft part, the ab·
furd fuperftitions of Paganifm have giv-'
en place to the natural and fublime idea
of the Unity of God.

FrOlTI the account of the nations to
the South qf the Niger, it appears, that,

among

(, his Ipurs, his bridles, platters, dillies, pots, and other

" veflels wherein his meat and drink are brought to the

" table, arc all of pure gold: yea, and the chains of

" his dogs and hounds are of gold alfo. Howbeit this

" King is extremely covetous, for he had much rather pay

" his debts in flavcs than in gold. In this kingdome are

" great multitudes of Negros and of other people, the

H names of whom (bicau[e I tarried here but one month)

~'I could not well note."
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among the Mahometan-Bl~cks,the ftern-
..nefs of the Muflelman is foftened by the
.mildnefs of the Negro; and that if the. ,
zeal of the invader be not inflamed by
the value of the captive, the propaga-
tion of the faith is feldom confidered as
11 reafon or pretext for war.

Perhaps the attention of the 'Philofo-
pher may be engaged by the ufe to which
the fmall fhells of the Maldive Iflands
are equally applied by the inhabitants
of Cafhria, and by the nati yes of Bengal.
Sarnenefs of opinion, or rcfernblance of
~onduCtJwhen founded in natural feel-
ing, or a fimilar ftate of fociety, are feen
without wonder in nations unconnected
and remote; but that a cuftom fa arbi-
trary' and artificial as that of employing
·Cowries a a fubftitute for coin, a cuf-
'tom which inftinct could not have pro-
.duc ed, -and chance auld fcarcely have

occafi ..
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occafioned, fh ould equall y prevail among
the Negros of Africa and the natives of
Bengal, may juiUy be deemed a curious
and interefting phenomenon,

To the Britifh Traveller, a defire of ex-,
changing the ufual excurfion from Ca-
lais to Naples, for a Tour more extended
and important, and of pa$ng from
fcenes with which all are acquainted, to
refearches in which every object is new,
and each ftep is difcovery, may recom-
mend the Kingdom of Fezzan. If An,!"
tiquities oe his favourite purfuit, the
ruins which fhadow the cottages of Jer,.
mah and of Temiffa, promife an ample
gratification ~or if the ftud y of Nature
be his wifh, the expanfive fcenes and
numerous productions of that uninvef,
tigat~d foil may equally promote hi~ en-
tertainment and his knowledge. But if
a fpirit of more adventurous r~fea:rc1;:t

fhould
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fhould induce him to travel with> the
Merchants of Fezzan, difcoveries of fu..
perior value may diftinguifhand reward
his toil. The powerful Empires of Bor-
riou and Cafhna will be open to his in-
veftigation; the luxurious City of Tom ...
buctou, whofe opulence and fevere po-
lice attract the Merchants of the moft
diftant States of Africa, will unfold to
bim the caufes of her vaft profperity ,
the myfterious Niger will difclofe her
nnknown original and doubtful termi-
nation; and countries unveiled to antient
or modern refearch will become fami ....
liar to his view. Or fhould he be wil-
ling to join the Cairo Caravan, the dif-
eovery of the antient fcite, and of what--
ever elfe may remain of the Temple of
Jupiter A1TIlnOn,Inay perhaps be at-
tempted with fu ef: ~ for the fame
caufes whi h gave birth to the fprings;
and, by their means, to the Iuxurianf

vege-
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vegetation of the antient domains of the.
Temple, rnuft frill continue to diftin-
guiih the fortunate foil: and there feems
no reafon to doubt that the hofpitable
convent of Huaddy L'Ottron, or the:
neighbouring Republic of See-wah, will
not only furnifh a place of convenient
departure and of eafy retreat, but will
alfo fupply the requifite information,
and the neceffary aid. At this time, an
Interpreter, who is equally acquainted
with Arabic and Englnh, may be found
in London; and, at all times, the Cities
of Tripoli, of Tunis, and Ceuta, afford
a number of Mahometans who are al..
moft as converfant with the Italian Of.

the Spanifh, as with the Arabic, their
native language.

But of all the advantages which a bet ...
ter acquaintance with the. Inland Re..
gions of Africa may lead, the firft in im-

portance
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portance is, the extenfion of the Com-
o rnerce, and the encouragement of the
Manufactures of Britain. That. fire-
arms are in requeft with all nations, ci-
vilized and favage, who have the means
of obtaining them, experience uniformly
proves; and we now learn, that to the
jealoufy which the Princes on the South ...
ern Coaft entertain of. the powerful In ..
terior States, and to the total neglect of
all opportunities of opening, from more
favourable quarters, an immediate COlU-

munication with the inland country, it
is owing that the fale of one of the moll:
profitable manufactures of Great Bri-
tain is frill in a great meafure confined
to the fcanty Tribes which inhabit the
fhore of the Atlantic. From the fame
information we are alfo led to conclude,
that the anxious policy which prohibits
the conveyance of .fire-arm to the In ..

land Tribes, dictates, as a neceffary cau- 0

tion,

'.,

,



tion, thefevereff reftraints on the tranfit
of other merchandize. But if; on the
fyftem of the Moors, the effect of which
has been tried too long for its wifdom
to be difpllted;' affociations of Englifh-
men fhould form caravans, and take
their departure from the higheft navi-
gable reaches of the Gambia, or from
the fettlement which is latelyeftabli:fhecl
at Sierra Leona; there is reafon to be-
lieve; that countries' new' to the fabrics.
of England, and probably inhabited by
more than a hundred millions of people,
ina y be graduaUy opened to her trade:
On this fyftem, much greater would he
their profits than thofe which the Mer-
chants of Fezzan receive; for they would'

I
reach, by a journey of 700 miles frorrr .
their veffels, the fame markets to' which,
a land-carriage of 30'00 conveys from
the Mediterranean the goods of the Fez-
zaners ~and they would alfo poffefs the

farther

"
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farther advantage of .obtaining 'at prime
coft, the fame articles for whichrthe
Merchants of Fezzan are fubjected to
the complicated difadvantages of a high
price, of an inferior quality, find of the
varying exactions that the, defpotic Go-
vermnents of Barbary impofe, Now If
it be confidered, that notwithfranding
the vaft expence of land-carriage, and
of an exorbitant price on the purchafe
of the arti~les which they fell, the Tnl.-
ders of Fezzan are ftill enabled to collect
a profit that upholds and encourages
their commerce, it rnufl be evident, that,
the gain which theMerchants of England
would derive from a fimilar traffic, con-
duCted as is here propofed, would be
{uch as few commercial adventures have
ever been found to yield. That no dif...
ficul~ies will attend the execution of the
plan, the general hiftory of new under-
takings forbids us to believ.e i but as far

X as



as the climate and religion of the Negros
are in queftion, there feems to be little
difcouragement ; for the long defcent of
the rivers is a proof that the elevation
of the inland country is raifed above the
level of the coaft, and confequently that
the climate is much more temperate,
and probably morefalubrious : and while
the Narrative of the Shereef announces
that the Merchant is confidered by the
Negro as the general friend of Mankind,
common experience can vincingl y fhews
that, in the judgment of the Pagan, the
Crefcent and the Crofs are objects of
equal indifference; and that-the compa-
rative welcome of the Muflelrnan and of
the Chrifiian depends on their Merchan-
dize rather than their Creed.

As- 'little difcouragernent is fuggefted
by a view of the purchafeable .goods' of
, which the' natives are poffeffed , for, in-

depen-
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dependently of their cotton, which ifi
all the interior nations is defcribed as of
common manufacture, and tlierefore' as
of general growth, their mines of gold
(the improve able poffefllon of many of
the Inland States) will furnifh, to an uri-'
known, and probably boundlefs extent,
an article that commands, in all the mar-
kets of the civilized world, a conftant
and unlimited fale.

Such are the important objects of mer ..,
cantile purfuit, which the various intel-
ligence obtained by the firft efforts of the
AifociatioD, enables them to point out
and recommend to their Country: and
while the contemplationof national in-
terefts, and of the ftill more extended
interefts of philofophy, directs their ef-
forts and animates their hopes, they
cannot be indifferent to the reflection,
"i:hat in the purfuit of thefe advantages,

I '

X 2 ana
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and -by means as peaceable as' the
purpofes are juft, the conveniencies of
civil life, the benefits of the mechanic
andmanufacturing arts, the attainments
of fcience, the energies of the cultivated

,
mind, and the elevation of the human
character, may in fome degree -be im-
parted to nations hitherto configned to
hopelefs barbarifm and uniform con-
tempt.

. .



FOR the following Memoir, and

for the Map which it defcribes, the

Society are ind~bted to the eminent

talents and ardent zeal in the Promo-

tion of Geographical ~mprovement that

difiinguifh the character of MAJOR

RENNELL.



,
,,,,
,,

-,,
,
,
-,,,

z _'!___~ "!___ ~ ~---J!r:----- "'~'''lfn''''

~

TESSETV/

o/J)ckde

15

10

KA

TON 0 .o
Ell'

'~,
As SEN



'e

J1T A

:.U

D I T E

g.

lETZ

a lG ref

If r f
• ][P (' s

---- ------
L e 11

N tt
1" f ft

Z A ], 19

RA

e

GOOBER
Ko



D T

E R

!s c j'

RA

I-
I

-I --- __

t,
E O/A j;

HEG"'\R)

o F1~

e

GOOBER KORO

Can

o



c A:_/j~Z'hlblkj-f7 the

CEO(JRAPIfIC'IL IJVPOR.i!f/lTIOliT

Collected 6
1
,

(oll'0'tle,L ~ J It rnn ell
17!)0 ..

I

L

i': . ~

f .~,1;"'16· ri. _





CHAPTER XII.

ConJlrut1ion of the Map of Afrir:a.

THAT the ~eography of Africa has
m~de a flower progrefs towards im-
provement than that of every other part
of the world, during the laft, and the
prefent century, is to be attributed more
to natural caufes, than to an abfolute
want of attention on the part of Geo-
graphers. Formed by the Creator, with
a co atour and furface totally unlike the
other Continents, its interiorpartselude
all nautic refearch; whilft the wars and
,.,ommerce in which Europeans have ta-

X4 ken
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en part, have been confined to very
circumfcribed parts of its borders. Thefe
moil: productive means of geographical
information failing, the next refource
is to collect materials from the beft in...
formed amongft the traveUednatives: Ifay
natives, becaufe the generJ.lity of Euro-
pean Travellers 'reckon upon fome de·-
gree of folace, as well as the gratifica ...
tion of curiofity, during their p~regri~
nations . not to mention, that it is more
~he practice to feewhat has been already
feen, than to ftrike into a new path, and
dare to contemplate an unfafhonable
fubject. To the lovers of adventure and I

novelty ~ Africa difplays ;1 moil: ample
field : but' the qualification of localman-
ners, and, in fome degree, of habits,
Inuit in this cafe, be fuperadded to that
of language : and this, unqueftionably,
renders the undertaking more arduou

. .

than that of an ordinary Tour! But the
Adven-
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Adventurer in queft of fame, will rea-
dily appreciate the degree of glory at-
tendant on each purfuit,

The rSth century has fmiled propiti-
oufl y on the Science of GEOGRAPHY

throughout the globe ; and an Englifh-
m.an may-be allowed to pride himfelf,
that his countrymen have had their full
(hare of the glory attending this, and
other kinds of refearches calculated to
increafe the general ftockof knowledge.
It is to this fpirit that we are to attribute
the acquifition of the materials which
form the fubject of the prefent Work.
It is no lefs to this fpirit that we are in ..
debted for the progreffi ve im provernen ts
in the N orth- American and Afiatic Geo-
graphy : our fyftems embracing objects
far fuperior to thofe, for which Geogra ....
phical Surveys are ordinarily underta-
ken; not the topography of townfhips,

diftricts,
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diftricts, counties; but the Geography
of Empires, Regions, and Continents!

As both Eu ao r n..andits adjacent Con-
tinent, ASIA, are fpread over with in-
land feas, lakes, or rivers of the moil: ex-
tended navigations, fo ascollectivelyto aid
the tranfport of bulky articles of mer-
chandize from one extreme of them to the
other; and to form (like ftepping-ftones
over a brook) amore commodious-com-
munication: fo likewife the northern
part of the new Continent appears to
have an almoft continuous Inland Na-
vigation; which muft prove of infinite
advantage to its inhabitants, when fully
peopled; and contribute to their Ipeedier
civilization, in, the mean time. But
Africaftands alone in a geographical
view! Penetrated by no inland feas, like
the Mediterranean, Baltic, or Hudfon's
Bay; nor overfpread with extenfive

lakes,
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lakes, like thofe of North America!
nor having in common with the other
Continents, rivers running from the
center to the extremities ; but; on the
contrary, its regions feparated from
each other by the leaft practicable of all
boundaries, arid Defarts of fuch formi-
dable extent, as to threaten thofe who
traverfe them, with the moft horrible
of all deaths, that arifing from thirft!
Placed in fuch circumftances, can we be
furprifed either at our 19norance of its
Interior Part, or of the tardy progrefs of
civilization in it? Poffibly, the difficulty
of conveying merchandize to the ,coafts,
under the abovecircumftances, may have
given r~fe to the trajJic in men, a commo-
dity that can tranfportitfelf'l But lay-
ing this out of the queftion, as an ab-
ftraCl: fpeculation, there can be lit-
tle doubt but that the progrefs of .civi-
lization amongft the Africans, has been

a~
... . '

..
...:
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as flow as can be conceived, in any fitu-
.ation : and it has alfo happened, of courfe,
that the deftined inftruments of their ci-
vilization, have remained in a propor-
tional degree of ignorance concerning
the nature of the country.

Nothing can evince the low Itate of
the African Geography, more than M.
D'Anville's having had recourfe to' the
Works of PTOLEMY and EDRISI;to com-
pofe the Interior Part of his Map of
Africa (1749') It is well known, that
thofe Authors wrote in the' Iecond, and
in the twelfth -centuries of' our rera.
Moil: of the pofitions in the Inland Part
of the great -body of Africa are derived
from EDRISI; and it is wonderful how
nearly fome of the pofitions agree with
thofe furnifhed by the prefent materials.
Such was the tranfcendant judgment of
D'Anville, in combining the fcanty no-

tices
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tices that are furnifhed by the Nubian
Geographer!

.Butthe Public are not to expect, even
under an improved fyftem of African
Geography, that the Interior Part of that
Continent will exhibit an afpect fimilar ro
the others; rich in variety; eachregionaf-
fuming a diftinct character. On the con-
trary) it will be meagre and vacant in the
extreme. The dreary expanfes of defart
which often furround the habitable
fpots, forbid the appearance of the ufual
proportion of towns; ard the paucity of
rivers, added, to their being either ab-
forbed or evaporated, inftead of being
conducted in flowing lines to the ocean,
will give a fingular caft to its hydrogra-'
phy , the direction of their courfes, be-
ing moreover, equivocal, through the
want of that information, which a COlU'-

munication with the fea ufually affords
at
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at a glance. Little as the Antients knew
of the Interior Part of Africa, they ap-
pear to have underftood the character
of its furface , one of them comparing it
to a leopard's fkin. Swift alfo,who mifles
no opportunity of being witty at the ex-'

pence of mathematicians, diverts him-
felf and his readers both with the naked-

ilifs of the land, and the abfurdityof the
map-makers,

" Geographers, in Afric maps,

\Vith Iavage pictures fill ;their gap£,
And o'er unhabitable downs

Place elephants, for want of towns."

The Societyfor Promoting the Difcoe
very of the Interior Parts of Africa has
been fortunate in colleCtingmuch geo-'
graphical information, in fo early a fiage
of the African, refearches; and there is
little doubt but that in a few years all the

great
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great features of this Continent (within
the reach of their enquiries) may be
known and defcribed. ' But to accom-
plifh this) it will be neceifary that intelli-
gent Europeans fhould trace fome of the
principal routes saswell to apportion the
diftances, as to eftablifh fome kind of cri-
terion for the parole information derived
from the natives; As yet, in the wide
extent of near thirty degrees on a meri-
dian, between BENIN and TRIPOLI, not
one celeftial 0bfervation has been taken,
to determine the latitude.

But as far as the materials compofed
by a fcale founded on eftimated diftances
(tbat is days journeys of caravans) may
go 'towards the eftabliihment of geogra-
phical pofitions, the itineraries made life
of for conftrutting the new matter in .
the accompanying map, are lefs difcor-
dant than might be expected in fo wide

an
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all. expanfe, and on the foundation of
rules fo vague as thofe which neceffity
has compelled me to apply .. On this,
however, the _Reader mufi: exercife his
own judgment, after the. following ex..
pofition of the data, and the rules by
which I have determined the fcale .

. It will eafilybe conceived bythe Read-
er, that all roads, except fuch as are

, ,

made through a country, in which the
public works. are in the highefr ftate of
!mprovement, andwhere alfo the face of
i,t is perfectly level (the curvature of the
earth excepted) muft have fome degree
of inflexion, both horizontally aridver-
tically; and eithe~ ofthefewill occafion
..... I ,

a Traveller to trace a line of greater. .
length by the road, than can be meafured. ,

on a ftraight line, drawn from the point
.' • .,t ~ • '"

of commencement, to that of the termi-
~. t .

nation of his journey. The quantity of
.~. '. the
J$~~' '" ""'
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thedifference niuft vary with-the -na...,
ture of the country , but iri ordinary
cafes, ftill more with the extent of the
line of diftance: for a different ratio be-
tween the road diftance and horizontal'
diftance muft obtain; as the line of dif-
tance is increafed. Let it be admitted,
that in ftages of ten or twelve miles; the
winding of the road occafions a 10[s of:
only one-tenth parr, which may be '
ten ned the jimple winding: yet as the dif-
ferent 'fiages in an extent of 100 or ISO

miles, do not lie in a ftraight Iinecdrawn .
through the Whole extent, but often very
far to the right and left of it, a compound -
winding arifes : and I have found by
long experience, that one mile in eight
muft be deducted, to reduce the road
meafure, on fuch a length; to horizontal
meafure, When a line of difrance is
extended to 500 miles and upwards, the
-rule becomes much more vague than'

Y when
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when applied to moderate diftances ,;be-
caufe it often happens (and more par-
ticularly in unimproved countries) that
~bftacles arife, which give an entire new
direction to the 'courfe of the road; al-
though the two parts of it, confidered
feparately, may have only an ordinary
degre~ of crookednefs, However, as
fome of the lines of diflance applied to
the prefent fubject, are from thirty to
forty days journey, it becomes neceffary
that forne general rules fhould be
adopted. It happens that examples are
furnifhed, in two cafes, on very long
journies, where the real diftances be-
tween the terminating points of the-
routes are nearly known: fuch is that
of fifty-three days journey, between the
Capital of Fezssan and Cairo; and the
mean horizontal diftance for each day 1

is.fourteen and a half geographic miles,
or thofe o.f fixty to a degree. , 1 confefs

-I fhould
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I fhould have expected much lefs. The
other example is between Arguin and
Gallam: there forty days produce thirteen
miles for each day; and this is confor-
mable to my expectations.. In the ex':"
amples of {mall diftances, fuch as 'fix
days journey, fixteen miles per day is
the refult, and is confiftent, For a ca-
ravan journey, taken at twenty-two
Britifh miles of road diftance, will pro-
duce, when -the allowance for winding
is deducted, and the remainder reduced
to geographic miles, about fixteen and
a half fuch miles for a fingle clay.

The following are the proportions
which I have eftablifhed, for the appli-
cation of a fcale, to the different degrees
of diftance,

For one day, fixteen miles and a half;
for feventeen to twenty-five days, fif-

Y z teen
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"reenmilesr for -forty to fifty days;' th'ir-
-'t~eI1miles:' 'T-hefe numbersareparticu ..
-l~i':ily'felected, becaufe they occurred'in
'the'-courfe of' the Work. ; The Reader
will be pleated to obferve, that-the miles
lpoken of in the- conftruction, are al-
-waysi:hofeoffixty to a'degreeofa great
'circle. ' However tedious this inveftiga-
\ibn 'may- appear to the gei1et'ality of ,
readers, it is abfolutely neceflary, as...it
i thehinge'upon which the whole t'ufns:.
and a neglect of attention to tb.isparti->
cular fu bject, would warrant the Rea-,
-def's taking-the whole for granted, with ...
-out further-examination.

I I
,

. -' '\ .

n;.-:_Mlt.B:ETuF'0Y Jliavi11g given, from the
!~Inaterik1Sin' his- pofieflion;' fo full an at-
(-COlifi~to"ea!cn_r;p6~(l and country, 'nothing
em'-a4ri~~Foi'metodo; but fi[npty~t6de-

-fGrlbe, f1'0111' the-fame- rnaterials.ithe
modeoffixing -the principal J}oiitio1!lS,

In
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in the i\1ap. As the object of it is toex-
hibit the new m~tter only, care has been.
,t;:tkep to. exclude all that has already
'appeared, except 'what was abfolutely
neceifary towards explaining the other.;

.', ,[I

and as the borrowed particulars are dif-
tinguifhed from the reft, the Reader can-
not be miftaken. The outline of the

,
~reat bOGY of Africa, together with th,e
courfes of the NHe, Gambia, Sene~al,
and Wad-drab, are cqpieq from ..Mr.
D'Anville, L1 '

Fezzan (or rather its capi~al, Mout:-
zouk) is given in the Itineraries at. the
di~ance of feventeen days and a ha!f
from Mefurata. Thefe, taken at fifteen
miles per day, produce two hundred and
fixty-two miles. The bearing is faid to
be South from Mefurata, and this latter
is placed according to D'Anville. Mour-
zouk, then, falls in latitude 27° 20'. ,

Y 3 Agadez,
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--Agadez, the next principal ftation, is,
at a medium forty-one days from Mour-
zouk, on a South Weft courfe, or there ...
abouts ; and thefe, at thirteen miles per
day, produce four hundred and fifty--
five miles; and place Agadez in latitude
20Q29'; and nearly in the meridian of
.Tripoli. Agadez is the Agadoft of Ed-
rifi~

From Agadez to Cafhna is feventeen
days; which, at fifteen miles per day,
give a diftance of two hundred and fif ..
ty-five miles. The bearing is {aid to be
South South Weft. Cafhna, then, will
.ftand in or about the latitude of 16° 201

North, and about a degree and a half
Weft from Tripoli.

D'Anville's Caj[eenlJh (undoubtedly
meant forCafhna) is placed about thir-
ty-feven miles to the North Weft of the

pofition



"

pofition affumed in the accompanying
Map; whence I confider mine as a neal'
approximation, efpeciallyasthe diftance
from Mefurata is upwards of nine hun-
dred and feventy miles;

-Cafhna may be regarded as the centra] _
kingdom of the great body of Africa;
and as a part of the region named Sou-
DAN~ of which at prefent but few parti-
culars are known;

Ghanah, or Ghinnah, is placed, in re- ,
[pea: ofCaihna, according to M. D'An.'
ville's Map. .It does notappear whether -
he had any authority for placing -it--
ninety miles to the North Eaft of Galli";
na: but its pofition, in refpect of the'
City of Nubia, (antiently Meroe, on
the Nile) is on the authority of Edrifi,
.This Author alfo allows twelvedays be-
tween A,Q"aq,ezand Ghanah : and by rily ,

y 4 can ..
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~onfPrl:lClion, they are two.hundred.and
e~glttmiles afunder. See.Gepg, Nubienfis,
Pi 39· Ghanah was in (he twelfth.cen-
tury a city of the firft confequence,
Wangara and Kanem, 'were al(Q known
to Edrifi,

.The river known to Europeans by-the
I\~r:?-e '?f NI G ER, runs on the South 'Of
·~\lr~.:k~~gdomof Cafhna, in its courfe to-.
,!~rd~Tombuctou, and if the .report
which BenAni heard in that towll,,)pay
\: -. - .

b~_credited, it is afterwards loft in tch~
fands ~on the South of the country-of
19fI1hqCl:ou, In the' Map, only the
k~,~W~ part of its courfe is marked-by. - - ~
~}ine; and the fuppofitious part bydots.
Ity'ffi~Y' b~J~oper W obferve,· that the .
. ~x:icr.n&<hay,etwo names for this river;
~\l.at is, :NE}~'LIL "ABE;EJ?, or. RlY~,R"oJ
th,: NE'GR_OS; andNEEI,.'IL KIBRER~ or
ta:E, GREAT Rrvzn .. Theyalfo term the

NILE,
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Nn.n; (that is tbe Egyp'tiail River)~EEl;
SlJEM: fo that-theterm NEE!:'," tP0Wr
whence our NILE, is nothing more than
·th.~ appellative of River; like GANGEfS~
or'SINDE. >..../

From Cafhna the road leads Weftward
,.'

to the Kingdom of GON] AIl,' ninety-
feven days journey, from" the forme .

. Gonjab, is, from circumftances,' the .Coil!
c-hJ1of. M. D'Anville, and the Gonge of M:
Deline 1 <and ~the fimilitude of l1aih~s;
however great, is the Ieaft proof of' ii'~'
for the Itinerary of the SHEREEFlMHAM'l
Ml!!D fays, thateighteen or twenty da:·y
from Gonjah, towards 'theN orth Weft
(ot.bet-\v·een the Weft and":'NorthJ'~lib~
the Country of ¥-ARBA:"and'! eighr'days
farther Weft, .that of AF'Fo\V!'-,No,,, 't:&~
countries of YARRA and YkF~oN; wrF
-be found in Delifle's Map of Seneg~l~

I • , ,'(t7!i6)
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('£726), nearly In the pofition that rarba
and Affow take in refpect of Gonjah , fup-
pofing D'Anville's Conch! to be meant for
it. It is extremely difficult to affign a
ratio for the decreafe of the .horizontal
diftance, on fo extended a line as ninety-
feven days journey; and therefore it
would be lofing time to attem pt it. Gon-
jah, by circumftances, is about eight
hundred and feventy miles from Cafhna,
which allows only nine miles for each
day. I therefore conclude that the road
is very circuitous,

Gonjah is reported by the Shereef to
be forty-fix days journey from the Coaft
of Guinea, to which the Chriftians trade,
It is probable that the Gold Coaft is the
part meant, and that may be taken at
five hundred and thirtymiles from D'An.
ville's Conche. The ratio at thirteen per

pay,
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day, would give, near fix hundred. Here
agaIn, it would be lofingof time, to rea-
fon on fuch a point of uncertainty, fince
neither of the extreme points of the Iline
of diftance are correctly known. The
Reader muft therefore determine for
himfelf. Of this [pace of forty-fix days
travelling" from Gonjah towards the
Coafr, the Shereefhad travelled only the
firft ten days, to the City of Kalanfhee,
a dependecy of the Kingdom of Tounou-
wah; the capital of which, according to.
his report" ASSENT Al (the Affiante of
D'Anville) fituated midway between Ka-
Ianfhee and the fea coaft: that is, eigh-
teen days journey from each: The She-
reef alforeports, that there is no com-
munication between this coaft(which we

, .
may fuppofe to be the Gold Coaft) and
the. country of Gonjah: for that the
King of Affentai, who poffeffes the fpace

tween,
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iherwin, prohibits his Inland Neighbours
frem paffing through his country.

. But Mr. NORRIS, a gentleman who
refided many years in Wydah, '&:0. re-
ports differently: for he fays, that there .'
lare, other States, (that is) the Fantees,
and their confederates) lying between
Affentai and thefea i.and that the.Aflen-
tais have often attempted, but without
.fuccefs, to open a communication With
die Coaft.

,To return to the route from Cafhna
to Gonjah. There, are between them
ferne extenfive k.ingdoms or frates, moil:
of which appear to preferve their antient
religion. I have generally marked the
progrefs ~f the Mahomedan Religion?
by a crefcent j and the Caffre States by .
'an arbitrary mark of a different kind.

It



It will appear-by a flight infF~aiOl1,of
the Map, that the MahoniedanRe:ligiolt;
as far as refpects the Interior Part of the
Country, has Ipread fouthward, to about
the parallel of. twelve degrees. of North
latitude. Probably though, in, fOl}.l~,J?f
thofe countries where theCourt.religion .
is Mahomedan, .the, bulk of the.people
mayprofefs-thc antient religion. c : ~>

. '

TOMRUC-TOU, is placedonthe follow-
ing authorities: Firit, :Mr. MATRA", tIle
Britifh Conful in the dominions of Mo-
.roccolfays, on the authority-of the .na-
tives, that Tombuctou i_sfifty days car

rovan.l1-avelliJrg from TATTAI-h a..place.Ii- ,
tuated on the common frontiers of MOil'
rocco, Drah, and Zenhaga;:and in the
.route from Morocco; and'Suz, to1.:0.m:t
'l)l16hm; T'attah is afccrtained .illlfPa[I~
tion; by a route of Ben .Alli's. He: found
it to be nine days and half from Moree-

co,
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co, and one day fhort of a ftation on the
Wad-drah (or Drah River) which fta-
tion was four days, or fixty-fix miles
lower down than Tinjuleen, a place in
D'Anville's and Delifle's Maps of Africa,
It was alfo twelve days journey from the
City of Nun, or N on, which city by Ben
Alli's account, is two days from the fea
coaft , and well known to be oppofite to
the Cape of the fame name. Thefe au-
thorities enable 'us to place Tattah one..
hundred and feventy miles South South
EaftfromMorocco. Then, fifty days from
Tattah to Tombuctou, at thirteen each
day, produces fix hundred and fifty
miles. By Ben AIU's report, Tombuc ..
tou is forty-eight days from the capital
'ofSultanFullan, lying within the diftriCl:
of Gallam, on the River Senegal. The
pofition of this place is not known to
me; but bycircumftancesitmuftbe near
the river: and in ufing materials of fo .

coarfe
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coarfe akind, triflesmuftnot be regarded;
Forty-eight days at thirteen each day,
produce fix hundred and twenty miles;
and this line of diftance meets that from
Tattah, in latitude 19°. 40'. and nearly
midway between Gallam and Cafhria"
In this pofition,it falls only twenty-eight
miles to the North Weft of D'Anville's
Totnbuctou.

It appears that moil: of the road from,
Tattah to Tombuctou, lies acrofs the
vail: Defart, commonly known by the
name of ZAHARA, or properly, THE DE-
SART. Geography is at prefent, very
bare of particulars, in this quarter. Ben
Alli went from Tombuctou, direct to
Fezzan, fkirting the South Eaft border
of this great Defart. He reckoned only'
fixty ...four days between Tombuctou and
Fezzan, which at twelve miles and half
per day, produce only eight hundred

miles.
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miles. The' interval on' the Map is nine,
hundred and feverity. .Reafon, howe;
ver, points, out', that the diftance from
thenearefrplace, Gallam, ought to be
preferred. And as it is underftood, that
A;gadez and Tombuctou are about fifty ....
five days afunder, it appears yet more
probable that theintervalbetween Fez-
zan and Tornbuctou, ought not to he
reduced. ' It muft be recollected, that
Ben'AIWs Communications were givei'l
from memory, after ali.interval of twen-
ty-years.

,The point of the next importance, is
Bornou, the capital ofan exterifive king-
domfituated on the-South Eaftof Fez-' ,
zan,' and between the two NEELS or
NILES; that' of Egypt, and, that of the
Negros;

Bornou; is given by.the Shereef, at
about
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about fifty,d~ys from' Monrzouk (or
Fezzan) which may be taken atfix hun-
dred and fifty miles. ' He ,alfo .reports
that.it is twenty-five days journey' from
thecourfe of the Nile, where' it paffes
the country of Senriar i orin diftanee
about three hundred and fixty miles,"
This would place Bornou in a direc-
Han of South Eaft, fomewhat fouth-
wardly, from Mourzouk , and about-the
parallel of,'I9Q 40'; It is not probable
that ,BOrn01J has amore wefterly pofitioae
Edrifi's account would place it more
eafterly , for he fays, Matthan, a city of
Kanem, lies' thirty-one days from NUllbia

(on the Nile) through Tegu4. Geog.Nuh.
P: 15; Edrifi's day's journey is .equal to
eighteen Arabic' miles, or nearly nine-
teen geographic ones l confequently t~
thirty-one days give five hundred ,;\ml
eighty-feven miles. Matthan is not re-
ported in thejtinerary: but Kanem is,

Z both



l}qthas Province and a capital.City: and
~. " _. I • . • ~.

~~e<pofitidn of the latter according t~rpy:
conftruction, is: [even hundred miles

_)l (_" -.' .',' ."-" ,

from, N uabia, Whether the error lies,
, "") ~... ' ..._ , .,. '~,

Qll~he fide of Edrifi, or the, Shereefj, or,
r. .' . ". . ' '. ,~._. .

a:t~fes.fromthe faulty pofitiorr.of Nua ....'
1Ji~!in, D'Anville, cannot .eafily be dif-
covered..

c:f:;Bel1 AJJi. travelled the read between
~9:rn,ou and cA!e}{andr:ia; hut, wasjoo
much indifpofed tornake.xany obferva-
tions, otherwife than that the KingdOln
",I. '\., .. ',...... . ""., .....

<?t-B_ornou extend's fifteen days journey;
Qr, .about two hundred and, thirty miles',.-

I.. !"1' ''',' , '", ., "A

~!lthatdirection. This was.particularly.
1w;fu~!un~te ~ for w hichfoever ,r9u~~1:P~
'YHn~'_Lhe Jll1-1ft proba bl y have _~rofft;(l~..;, ..;

{omei<?neQr more of the,qf'\-"sES;, ~q.~;,9f"
"

HIF-,ffe forne _il1?,;poF~an~j-matter JW;G.\~~

have been added to the Map. ".,_,_
• j ••• :

The



The only' route of importance that, t~!J
-mains to becli[cuffed~ is-that from Fe£;':
zarl 'OrMourz ouk, to Cairo, leading -to'
Mecca; for, at Mourzouk the Mahome ...
dans from the fouthern andweftern parts
of Africa,' who intend' to' make a-pil~

.. ~~-
grimage to Mecca,' affemble at the pre;-:
per feafon, as at a common point' of'del
parture. The route to Cairo, which
requires fifty-three days' to atchieve,
appears orithe Map to lie feven hundretf
and feventy miles; being equal to £6hf
teen and half for' eachday e and is-on tlld'
whole.Tevehty more than r fhould have
expected that number-of days to:'pro!}
duce .. To What degree of aGeltracy"df~'
difference of longitude' between Mef"t~
rata and Cairo, isafeertahred, rani 'ig:::
norant : as alfo whether tile beariWg:r6f
MO'llfzoilk .from Mefti'rataP~oe <l'lgn.
Fourteen miles and half of hotiz01iral
diflance for each day, on fa long a line
..~~- Z 2 .of
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of diftance, and onIo rugged·away ..as
the' Itinerary defcribes, is too great, a
proportioI?-;' and we may fufpeCt an er-
rorfbmewhere. ' , !

. ,. ,

'A·circl1n1fi:ance occurs in the Itine-
-rary, which would determine how near
,thiS'):r6ute approaches to the Coaft of.the
,rt1editerranean Sea; .if we might depend
Ol~the 'accuracy of the Itincrift, T.he
,.]hifes produced in the Plain of" Gegabib,
,r a:reg<ltheredby the people of Derna; who
'are [aid to inhabit the fea coaft, eight
"flays journey off', or about: one hundred
'''~fld thirty-miles .. ,Derna. (autiently D{lr-
~'ilis) , is fituaterl within the confines of
)r:rtipoli ; butthe diftance muft be faulty;
=)beetlrilfe.,Augela is the neareft-point iJ{1this
·-:r{)dte~JJt'olDetna, though tendays from
.b'~~ood:Gegabib, is feven.days from ,~u-

,I .gela, .in a direction that frill .increafes
'\thediftance.

Augela
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:Augela is found in Herodotus" Book,
IV. under the name of /£gila; and in
Ptolemy and Pliny it is wr.itteri Augi/~.
InPtolomy, (Africa, Tab.HI.) it is placed
about one hundred and ninety-feven
miles from the fea coaft, ,and about a
-degree of longitude to the eaftward -of
Danzz"s •. Its long.itudinal pofition from
'Mourzouk and Cairo, agrees very well .
and confidering the extentiof Prole-
"1:11\Y"slocal knowledge in. ,this quarter,
we may Tuppofe him well acquainted
'with its diftance 'ftom the coaft. AI·-
'Iowance muft be made for an excefs of
difbauce. gi:ven by Pta lemy' s.fcale, in this
Map; and it, being in the proportion of
rwenty-feverr'to twenty-three, the. one
hundredand ninety-feven miles fhould
'be'rreduced to one hundred andflxty-
'eight: ' and: according to this; A;ugela
ought ro ftancJ in latitude 29° 20'; aplc1

Z 3 ' '~ea,:r;JY
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-- .Gegabib, as .has been faid before, is
fevendays journey from Augela, J9-
wards Cairo; and. as I have. a part~~ul~
-pleafure in producing any authori.tythat
ferves :to prove the-veracity of fu~h ,~n .
Al.lthor as,HEltODOTlJ$, Ifhall juft.men-
tion, -that (in.B.IV.) hefays, that the
J:iaja/tlor.zes in the SummerTeafon, Ieave
their-cattle -en the coafi, and, go to.Jth~
plains of iEgila, to ,gather.the .fruit.of .
the Palm trees, which abound in that ,
place. ,.And .hejnarks th€\po{jtiot\t of
1;~i.~(lqaft;.J~¥ J?lacing it onthe We,ft.p;f
1ieUf8e[a.,ory'E(}F~~irf!.,.ctb,e,mp~le.mTelt~e':.~)

, "', ,.":' ,.

~~!.P.o~~ ,tb4tlJay .within the diftrict of. ,. ,. ~.. .._ ~.
f4{fJZ~-,.··l]._P}y better known l:?:y. ~~he·ua.rrHr~
ofrQJ.!riLl ~l)~ ~~a~ca!. . 'I' v1(1:."1 ! leur

r 'fl.,.I.J ,\ ." . nut



,r~tltPtolemy's Nafamone's'oceup')Z'rtn
refpect of Augila, the very {pot whitre
the dates are now gathered in the plain
of aeg~bib: and therefore their te.ndto-
ries .muit have extended at leaft fnull'
tnat~plain, 'torhe eaftern ooaft of -the
-b:rbit Syrtis. And although.the pte'ietit
gatherers of the Augela dates 'may comil
from different parts of the €oaft,. frorri.
thbfe; in the time of Herodotus;' y~ttitr
isl.li-elnarkable~ 'that the fame ,cn1toml.
fhould have exifted for twenty -two 'OP

, Between Augelo and See-wah; 'the·ne'x'fif
,tdwn' 't'ow~rds' Cairo (and :ptoBably ~h~;
stropztmof Ptolemy) the roa(t'pa!{fes·6veJ
a chain ofv~ri high mountdins, 'rr4rri€d~
i'Ii'l t iefe times 'Gerdob~h':' andtbis i:S'l.'(.ti~-
quefiionabl y the fame ridge: tliaV e·f.'inI
nates on the Mediterranean, a few days
journey farther on; and which, by the

Z 4 fudden-



fil~tl~l)nersTb.f its defcent towards! fhe
fe1t!":'was- (~ntiently named' 'Cat~batEmus.
This chain or ridge divided 'Cyrene' from
M'l1imari't1~ ,. .'~, .
I,;., • l~ ,... I ~

I~he :Gte of the antient Temple ofJit~
piter;Amm071, was afew days journey (per-
4~ps_ four or five) inland from the plai II "
,qf,qeg~b,ib, fo often.mentioned. ,I think
iJ.?fay venture to f~y this~qn the autho-
:r~tY"10_f Herodotus, St~abo'.,pl~ny~,r~d
tr~ian; f~o~ .each ?~whom, fome PEr-:
tA~~l.<:Lrs Il1QY pe collected rYfpeaipgAt~,
fituation. .Firft, Herodotus fays, (Book
f~!;:' I. "". • ',~ , .' •

IV~)that the Temple is fituated ten «lays
U'·, ."" "" .•
f:ro1\1/Egila;, (frequented by the Nafa-
: J),,) s.» " - " ...-

mones on account of thedates) and.on
.. f'·t '.r ., i .• • ,. . ., •. , •.. ,)0~le oad _(r~)lnThebes to /Egi/a. Nexr,. )CI! .~,) t ~ \ • ~", . '.' •

A~;·!~~.[~x.sh~ni_the ~n;tllC~rity_.ofariilo-
ulu , .~h~~t41e~~nc1erW~I1,t, to. it, from")n.f~ ',:. J~ I t. Jt, fI ' • ,~.~ ,t ... l ~ : ,,'4-:-,

the fire of his, new city of Alexandria,
, .. ' ~".. ' ' , • ," A,. ,

e~9P..p-.r~~f~a.c~afts of'E~YI?t and ~~r-:,
..> (IJ :)',. ~
.,J
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r11~ri~~,;to Para.etonilfm.·~''Yhich latt~f; rW,~~

:fitlF;t~(!1 according to, the, [qnW "H.1tbQ~
ri~Yi'}lx~e:'::!1-h}'H1dredft~~~a;,fronl,Al€~
andria, Pliny giv~s it (It two hundred
Roman miles (Book V.) Thefe accounts
are:)~e!f~,411-conclufive ;a~d the .pofi-
tiQl1~of Raraetonium, is>alfo very clear 'in
Ptelemy , and is moreover known-tothd
Mederns.nnder the name of Al B«reio~.',
fo-thatrro difficulty can arife hete."NfJ
rial1} fays''farther, that Alexander ftnkk'

. ..: ",' "'":" ...... ("~

inta:lltd'from Paraetonlum, and entered th~'
" :, - , ' , , ""~" 'r .. ,!t

Defatt: but he does not [iy how far th~
, ' 'r " ' " . ',,' , fi 11t
Thnple 'lay from the fea 'coaft, This j.s~

, • ' " ....,../, ", f 1'i \j'!
fupplied by Strabo, (Book XXVII:) who'

,'. ,."'," I,' 'fi.e-:'!!
giyes the diftance at' thirteen hundred'
ftadia, " Allowirig thefe t~ prQcilic~-bWJ'
hundred ~r'ld'thitty, or"onefhl{~~dr~d'aritk

• '.. ,', " \ ." J. .:. ,'I ; ,", " 1 d .!,l-Lli'"
fott'y ll1iles; an9. taking Herddotus>:s ten
d~y\SI:fronff\~gela~ ~t '6n~\~u,~~j~c(r!t{{~
feyel1ty (-~ye n~uftnot .~d~da~r'tli~%~~~"
car~vaJij~p~~ies~ b~ta '$' ordina;y o11es jtWg~:
I, J:' meeting
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-meeting ofthefe lines of diftance, ,place
the Temple in latitude twenty-nine de-
'grees,·ancl a fmall fraction, and.in a South
Welterly direction from -Partetonium.
Pliny fays, (Book V.) that the Templeis
four hundredI Rornan] miles from Cy-
rene; that is, twice as far as Parzetonium
'is~fronl Alexandria: and this agrees with
the- former pofition, Laftly, Ptolemy
places it one hundred and ninety-five'
:geographic miles-from Paraetonium; and
from Cyrene three hundred and forty~-
-But Ptolemy's -fcalc.Tn Africa, Tab. III.
gives toomuch diftance (as Ihave [aid be-
'forejandcorrected, it fhould be one Irun-
dredand Iixty-fix from Parsetonium. As"
rhefe authorities do not vary amongft
tl1et.nfelves more than thirty miles, I
cdiYfider-thern conclufive,

, ':M. 'D~Anville's pofition of this Tern pIe
is about tnirty miles farther to the South-:

ward;
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ward; that is, from the Mediterranean.,
- I -

but he .does not quote his authorities.
In h,i"s<;;eographieAncienne Abregee, VQ1.jii.
p. 47-,' he has the following p~ffage 6'

" Selon la Geographic actuelle, ce CJ,u'qn
C,' treuve fous Ie nom de Santrieb, par~it;_
~~entenir la place; & par la Nature du
"p~y,s, .qui ne laiffe point diftinguer
'~d'a1.1tre objet,' on n'eft point, emban-
"raif,e fur Ie choix.", Edrifi (Geo. NlfP~
p. 4J·J places Santrie ten days Eaftwan]
from Angela, and nine days, from the
Mediterranean, which carries -Sant-rie
.farther from the fea coatt, than Strabp',.
allows to the Temple; but accords with.
Ptolemy, Savary (Vol, ii. .Lett. VJ;U_.;):
qU9tes Abulfeda, .to fhew that the Qafffl

were. only three days jouJ;J;ley,W:e.ft:Qf
the Nile; and Ptolemy :wlac~~the'~larg~il:,
.of them, named E.L WAH by the Arabs,
under the parallel .of 27°~ .. J fufpect
Abulfeda is wrong; and that Ptolemyis

,J •. ,' nearer
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nearer the truth, when he -allowsr one
hundred and twen tv-three miles.f OP one
hundred and five corrected) for the dif-
fance of the Great Oafis f1'011.1 Ptolemais
:Onthe Nile; in the direction of Weft,
fomewhat Southwardly: Then Edrifi
-allows only 'nine days between Sans-ric
"and El "Vah;' whereas the fite. of).the
"I'empleofjupirer Rmn10l.1, by.the above
'~nthorities, Ihould be, according to my
:apprehenfiol1, at leaft twelve days from
'1~LWAH. But we are young in African
XJeography: and' as I have faid. before,
" .
'he' 'data furnifhed by Arrian, Strabo,

I'~litl Pliny, may fatisfyus, j., ~

,S The -deftr:iPtion of the Oq/is (or Bland
, h-'the~midft of the [andy Defart) which

(COilf~i.l~ed t'h~e Te111ple, as pretty gene-
Jrall'y krro\\7ri: but for the-fake of thofe
.who 'may-not recollect the particulars,
, -
"I have extracted the following account.

Arrian
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,'Arrialrl fays, that it is not more .than. .. . ~.' -~~...-,
forty ftadia in extent; Diodorus fiftJ.;.. . - _.

fay )Jix or feven miles. AU accounts
agree; that it- has one or more fountains
of water., and that it was planted :\¥~tA
divers kinds of fruit trees: Arrian B~r~i..
cularty-notiees the Palm and Olive. What

. "

appeared .to be a very great natural ~~:
rrofit'y; was, a fountain, ~v~ich accord ....
ingto Arrian.fwhofe account is the I~;aft
extravagant). varied in .its .tem peratu\r~,
in a.greater degree than an,Y other. t1;t~t
,has been heard of: that is, it was,v.~r¥
~:Vatrm)or: ~ot; at, midnight , ye~y'co14'n
the heat of the day .. 1 prefum,~-:th~f,e

; , .
phrenomena will not 'appear very extra-

ordinary to, thofe, c who <;:,?114.F1t?r"JP-1at a
decp-feated,[pri:ng, will prY~r,ve 3:) I?ej~I:
deg~ee of temperature .at~adl~e~f9nkfo,
"~hil!t,, i4;). ~ff~6l;,·,,it was, ,tht;l ttlP.prp}rfi~e
that underwent 'th~ change j and. :y.iJp.

,

, c 1'.



jf,the' bodies of thofewlto made the-ob-
fervations.

'The Temple 'Was furi'otinde(l by atdp];'
wall; forming three diH:inct quarters or
divifions , one of whichwas appropriated'
to the ufc of the Monarch. ' In the time
of-Herodotns, when: probably the: TelTI-'
pIe. Was irr its glory, the dominions of the
ArHmonites reached within ten days
Jo"t1rney'of the City of Thebes : thepeo-
ple were acolony of Egyptians and Eth i-
opians, and [poke a mixed 1angriige~'
(Herod. Book HI.) , .t1mm on , OFHam-
rllml, wasthe Egyptiailname of Jilpit~r;
and tile image of the god, fimilar to fh at
it Thebes i that is, it had the head of '<I;

c). ,

;Ral11~ ~ (Book IV.)
,f ~ , ( .: r. '

In the time ofStrabovaboutfour'h'un ...
dred and fifty years after Herodotus, the

, , t
. "Temple
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'Ternplewas almoft defert~d; as the Ora-
cle was grown out of fafhion.

It isprobablethat fome rernains~ ei-

ther .of the triple wall, or of th~ TelTIple,
mayhe found .at this day; although the
materials.may have undergone adiff~r"J
ent loind.of.arrangement. The t.ran[pott.,
of the materials acrofs the I?efartc0,ulcL
only, have, been accomplifhed by the
ftro~1gilnpul[e of furperftition : and be-
ing,9ncecoUeCted, nothing but va.Iike,
c;:t-qfe,could remove them, See-wah ap:- .

- ) '. -,

pears to be the neareft town. to this Oafise-
and is,probably not rnorethan fix days
journey on the North Eaft.of it i, the.
fpring, together with the .ruins of th~,;
Temple, and the triple w,alJ,.nlightl~[;;~
certain the fpot, if the curiofity of the

prefent agedemanded it, 'H.' ,':"q} ILL

'., '~', .: I • ~~.:,


