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ABSTRACT 

The ttwty 1.1k1:, • look al t:rTOfS In the Woe of punctuation marks by Hipcr N.llun .. 1 

Oiplonu (IrNl)1 sN6cncs wida partlCUlar referencc to ttUdenu of the Bolpbnb:l 

Pol)'fccbnl1': In rhe Upper East RqiOft, 

TIus IMdy wtMch bai hccn url"'lzcd Inlu fi ve c .. en scdI:s co find eNt whether stud"nl' 

on ,denary IrUS In an unpuncnaalC'd pasSiac and 10 InU"Y' puncru:mon marts currc,,", h 

Apin. tbe: SlUdy seek.s to find OUC bow StUdenlS use punclU:lIIOn mark$ in Ihcu u .... n 

To achieve ttllS obfec:Iive. an unpunCNaled pasSilc wu liven to srudtnb 10 In!'crt I~;, 

opt puncNatioos at tharappropnatc p1ac:cJ. AnCilly topicwuaJso given 10 sflKknl ' I" 

.... rue payinlatttnrion totbe coma use ofpunctulCion "*"5. 

The ftndlflgl dllCloied fhat aeoeraIly, Sllu1c:ntS at all le\'cls of educaliun, p.utlcul .l r1~ 

ItwKc of the pol)Udanics. do aac have ew.phclt knowledje U1 the: \laCofpundUltion m.rb 

in &btlt "n,,,,,, Tbc ..... y forw. rd has been sugacsled in the rondudln, ChapleT and 

re'-es to ",.llc.1 invo lvement of sytlabus dcs,gncn.. commum~':ltion &kills l«tUren ., 

e.Jlib lansuale ac.hen. policy makers and otber stakcholdcn. 

II II Ihe hope u( lbc ruurchcr thai If these suggestions arc heeded. I%Indanll in the 

Pol)'fochrucs w,n Improve 
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CHAPTER ONE 

I~TRODl (1 10 7\ 

G[~ERAL I~TRODUCTIO:"i 

Tbe En.;hsh lanj,.'Ulgc: occupla. w:ry ilpullelnt position 1n.1I ;»pa::ls O( llie hie til 

(jhanalans Ic lslhdc:ed thc "lmpfnnc;&" ofthecountry.scfVlngulhl:l1'\a,nlangu:lgc 

of covc:mment. .. ommcrcc. admLAlSlnuon M\d In rad, the mam medium of 1n101NCilUn 111 

In spite of the unpol'Unl role played by Enalish in tbe socio-cconomlc development of 

~. lhtre hive been stvenl tompwntl thlt the standard or Enahsb at .lIlevC'l~ or 

educ:auon IS f'llIng. This low 5W'Idatd hII been ob&cTved and vOtero by many Ghana'in 

Kholan Noubk amol'lg them IS Bas,1 Gbcli Yuberc who wrote In lbc: Moncby, 

Sqltcmber 12. 1993 I'~ue or the "o.lly G!1IphIC" In an .Illu:lc ('nulled "Low Stand,uJ of 

EncJeab 1n Our Sc:bool .... opened hIS conlObutlon 10 the debolu:~ 3S follows ' 

MUl.h In~ has been 'Plit over the question of the poor quality of 

EnJlIsh 1a.npLl&t partlcular in scc:ondary 5(boo1l. lbe concem or 

parnOU IS as Widespread u the lanSU1gc dlseue ilStl( but th('H~ 

IhU semn to be no matiu:d Improvement. pem..ps a more 

IIjKIUU~ appt'oacb by both educa~onlsLS Including I-.nghsh 

I..&nJUagcl~acherJ l'bldly~d 
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vutually ow:rlapped the UK of rerlDCld If1UTl'T\Itlcally conecl 

E.ngh).b and ewen on ow unlwerslty campuses (plAge S). 

Tht Ouef l:xamlnet's report of November (1~4:6) and Novcmlx:r (1999: VI) also tesllfy 

tothepocwst::lnd¥d of EnSluh In our schoCllI, cspecUlUy m wscnlor stcondllt)' schools 

For lru&anct tbc Cblef E.-miner ', n:port or tbe Senior Secondary School EnmlrtatiOfl 

CcnIfi<ak(SSSCE) .. 19946S ..... IhaI· 

(,If\JIJaJes EnShsb was depcemn" One would find It bonne that 

~c kttp on harpin, on poor Enehsh perfonnances yur In, year 

out. CandMlalQ Ena.hlb cononuc.s to be ABYSMALLY OBTUSE. 

For moM of these canduiatcl, the only &fOUnds c:,.."unetS had for 

lUSpectlne mey wanted to wn&c En,hab Language \!Ictc 

the fact that they wrote En&l1lh Language Core on their 

)oCnpb, and 

II) the ocl..I~IOfUI appearance: of aadillonal En,hsh words In 

U)(lrscnpb 
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In the Clutf I:xamlntf's rtpOI't of November (1999:vi) iuued In JanuII')'. 2002 . Ihe 

cooccm WM nlKid apan about the poor performance In Engllib by candidates. The Chief 

Exanllnet Staled as follows· 

as. u~u.al, the poor performance of the maJonty of canchdatcs was 

Languaac (West Arncan EXatnmlflon Council (WAEC, 1999· VI) 

The .t!o,c .. unccm ral~ by some: people un Ih~ Il.46luI ofthc Enahsh language In (ihan.1 

afTttts all lC\'d of edllCahOft Incl\Mhng 1M polytechniCS. Many rnearchct's have earned 

out reKatcb on the problems relaled to the EnsJilh language a' the pnmary, ,unlor 

However. not much rese.arth !las been done on the usc of the: Enghsh languag' al the 

polytn:bntc ind. wtucb II the concern of the presall rCltarcher 

£ntIM of PoIylcchtuc students Sf)CClftc:aJ.ly crron in lbe UIC of punc:tuanon nw1r:~ 1 he 

resca~hn sccu to idenhfy the: problems, arW)'Zc the: aVIII_ble dala and 10 offer useful 

fI.,:\omtnC'ndaIlUII .. to pohc) nu~en.. EnJlub laD", .. c teachen and lcamcn.. 'yllabu~ 

.Jc-.Ig.ncn and olhcr sta~choldcn to help these students overcome thiS problem 
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LI HYPOTHESIS 

t'olytechmc stUdmls do not use punctuation marks correctly In their extended wnlmg 

I 2 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 

InenJ.OUnubJ«II\·~ofl.b.cS(udy.relO : 

'dcntlrylheel1'OBofstud~t5l11tbcu.seofpunctuationmarks. 

Touknltfylhccau.sesforlbcs:cC'lTOcs. 

To otTer- us.eful suuesuoni to communication skilllccturcfS I' the polytcchmcs to 

rtdoublc then cffons In tcachlnG thl' Important aspect of Enghsh. 

J~STlflCA T10~ OF THE STl!DY 

I Tbc: gcneul vteW In ccfUm quaners IS WI polytechntc loludcntl> u~e English 

lhroupout _ 8 medIUm of mstructton nabt from the basiC 10 s«ond cycle 

lnibl\ltlOf\S so lbcy do not Deed to study CommwuC8llon Skills aI the HND level 

A second View 15 thai the pot)1echmc students need hule knowledge: In Enalish TO be 

able to function In 5OCICty. smet their subjects or aNdy do not requlfc an In-depth 

knowledgeortbclanguagc. 

} The Ihud VICW IS thai puncIllA1ion m:u~ arc regarded mere mt"cba,m,; •• 1 m.ul..l> ,' Il.l 

wbctbcr they are used COrTCCtly or nOI meamng IS stIli conveyed, 

4 1lIe £Ic:t tba& punctuation bas been liven linlc or no .nentlon .n .11 the polytechmcs 

tw. prompted the present researcher 10 carry OUI thiS study Anottl~r (act II the 

hctc:rogmoousnarurcofpoly\CchnlcstudenLl-heterog~neou.s tnthcscnsetlLltthe)' 

enter the polytechniC from diverse educational 1IllillUttOC\l Juch u the Commen:lalI 

 University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



Secmanl.l Schools, tbt: Senior Secondary Sc:bools (DeW) and (old), Technll ... a! 

InsUTUUonS. Teemer Traaruna Collc-Ies and In some eucs from the UnlvcrJlllCS. 

The problem with dus heterogeneous nature IS Wt tbo.se from the !iC'C'RUn.I, (onuner ..... ! 

.&ndlcchnIC.IIRSI.NlIonsgeneraIlYPCTfomlpoorerlhanlhelrcQU"IcrparuCromlhcsc:nIOf 

~«>odary ~hools bee.UN: Engh~h languagc IIi ooltauih' cxtcn30lvcly to such toSlllullun<; 

The few teachers and wuvenilt'y paduale5 perform aha bener because they have Nod 

It IS !luI c.akgor)' of sNdents who tu\,C .I. big problem In the use of puncIual10n m;ul, In 

.heiT wnnen En,hsb lhal. the prescnt reseatchI:T foc~s, The findings of the Slud) "!I I 

go • lon, ""Y 10 help ttus calegoryofsnukots 10 Wt:puncruatlon marks effectl\cI) 

I II addrcuo envn of punc1UALJon nwQ of Polytechnic srudenlS so thai they can 

communicate dTC'Ctively in wntina. II will help Communication Skills lecturers In the 

Pol)UChnK'~ to I'aOlICtUft' thell teaching method relaTed JO punct\LliiOO marb 10 help 

sntdcnta out ofthil problem 
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2. II will help other ED&llIh lanruacc tucbera.. ~l&1ly d\oI.e a' Ihe. basiC and scc:ond 

C)dc UU.tlluUonS to teaCh thiS aspect of En,hsh euty enouah Co eqUip students \l>lt'" 

the reqUI)ltc knowtecip: In the usc of punctu.atlon marks. 

1.5 o\IETHOUULOGV 

Due 10 umc eonSU'atDl, the 5fUdy IS hmlted to only sNdents of 801g3t8nsa Polytrchnu. 

I The JUbjCCU In" HNO Students of the 80lptanp Polytechnic. One hundred and 

fony (140) oul ofaboutlOO-scudml populahon was randomly sampled 

2 TCSllns: (a)onpuncruatccipa»age 

(b) EuaY·I)'pCqUcSiloo 

J A.n.11~lsofthedatacolkcted 

4 Prcscnullon of fihdutgs and SUUCSllOns I rcOommcncbuons (or ImprO\'cmcnl "' Iht" 

rcaduftl Ofpunc:tuahOll nwks In OW' Khools. 

1.6 PROJl:Cn:. o Ot:T( 'O 'l l 

ThtunJ(rlaLCd.ucf"l~cu\o!be\hcpfOJcc:tedoulcomeorlheJrudy; 

I Studc:ata will make erron In the U5e of tbe end rrwts - 1M full SlOp. penod , 

quauon marks Md excl.anuiUOfl marb. 

SrudenlS Will make cnon ,1\ the UK of Internal puncruallon mark' - the: ~UIIIIIl .. 

ihccolon.lbesmue:olon,lheapo:itrophe,lhequotal1onmarks,thehyphen, andlht' 

iW.h. These ClTOI"I do occur In the wntta'l Enlluh of HNO students III the 
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CHAPTER T\\O 

UTERATllU Rl:VIE" 

1.' INTRODl'CTION 

lb .. chapcer rc\ICWllnera~ relalC'd 10 the re. .. coAId, topiC The focus 1$ on how the lor· .. 

has beat treMed In Jdccted worb. After • bner baockKfound 10 the concept of ERJlOJ( 

Olb« aspc<lS such as, the unponance of puncCUattOn masks In wnucn Enahlb treated by 

IltfTcft'nI authors have also b«tt revlc"cd Rcscan:b work on the: errors of lbe wnnen 

Ln",ha.h of RUdcnlli In Ghani bu been reviewed" well 10 IlYe (tic rcSCOlTt"h lopl .. 

2.1 THE CO"CEPT OF ERROR 

A. m'Of lNIy bt I&Id be • brekh of tode. That meat\$ 11 IS • dM&n1 (onn whu:h 111.1-, 

occur ~plarl,. In the 'pcuh and wnuns of Ibc leamer. Thll IS quite different from '" 

mllo'.kc . .... ·hlcboftc:noccunionccbccau)Clhcrc I S 'lillpo(ton~uc , With a mlillkc, lhc 

lutncr may be able (0 recopLU It hlmseUibersclr and COrTect It aftefWards An error 

ho .... f:\Itf. may be somedung thallhc learner 1$ Wlawareofand 11 may conunue 10 occur If 

no pwposcful efTon tJ made by tbe lcachn to address it. A. Ike learner progrc~.\c, IlIsIbcr 

Inttr-lanpalc ,1.10 move'S elOla' to me wgd ""'PIc system and (~r CfTOf'S 1m) h~ 

produced. It WIll lbm:fore mean lhallhosc (non thai do nol disappear enllrely may be 

WId lO be foulliled errors. n...e thai d.NPpear c:venN3l1) may be dtKnbcd .. , 
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CHAP1Et{TWO 

LITERA Tl'RE REVIEW 

2.' INTRODUCTION 

lbl. chlptCf re"cwsilleralUt't related to Ihe fe$CMCb topic, lbc focus Uo on how the tOpIC 

bas b«n Iruned In lCk-cted .. orb After. oocf *karounct to the concept of l:M.KI,k 

Olbcf tifJ«LS such as the Importance of puncNltlon marks In wnnen En&hsb untcd by 

.MTcrtnt ."nboR have also been rC\"I("cd Research work on the errors of the wnncn 

EnaJIlh o( srudcna an Ghana has been reviewed as well 10 live the research 1000L I.. 

promlncnce 

2.1 THE CONCEPT OF ERROR 

An mu "...y be saJd be. brach of code. 1lLat means 11 1\ .iI deviant fonn "hu: h Ul.l, 

occur ~",1arty In me speech and wnllnl of the learn«. nUl IS quite: dlffercnt h um ' 

mlltlke, which oftm occun oncc bctausc there is • 'lip of longue: Wllh ~ milltakc tlh; 

lumc:rm.a) be ableUJ f'C'COgmzc 11blmsc:IClhef$Clrand COITtct lI.ncN.'a.rds, An CITOr 

howcver. ma) be some1:tung that the learner IS unaware of and It may continue to OCCW' If 

no pw"pOieful effort" made by the teachCT to address II , As the' Ic:amcr progrcua hls/hcr 

produced. k WIll tba'cfore mean that those erron th;11 do not disappear entlrely may be 

wei to be:: foulhz.cd errors llIose lh1t dl~ppea.r eventually may be' drscflbcd 1.5 
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Many aumors of EngJu.b or UnJUISUC:S have tJone some: studies and hl.ve wntten books. 

an ainun& a' bclptng lewncn of a second language to reduce the number of errors m thrlt 

IOler.langu.ge Thcseaumonbavealsotned 10 fiod theClI.1Sel of these: crrors and ha\c 

sugnttd ways ofreducmg them. OM oftbne aULbon IS Bunon (1963), who disc:u)c, 

some of tke encf'S of second language learners. He [reals thes..: (IlOrs In an IlpbabC:llcal 

order 10 thaI at any pomt In lime when the leamet ncedi help he can c~lly look. up lhc~c 

crron 8unon doea not only arrange these errors but tntS to c,,"pl;am them In everyday 

EnaJl&b which g.lves the leaner a qUick rc:(en:nce gUide 10 beUt." hillher wnllen English 

In dOing ,II dUI. Bunon does not hive a group of people from a 5peclfic geogrilphll:al 

area In mind. He addresses the ISSue of error gener<llly made by second languaae leamcrli 

Irrespective of where they come &om 

EwhO'. rwo other w-wntcn, Brown and ScnU (1948), tned to Idenbfy the (.usc) uf 

mon rmde by second langua&c le&mcrs and to fllld poulble ways of correcting thclII 

They made the effort lo explain the sources of leamer CTTOt:\. 

Tbc work by Bfo .... n and Sen" was dl\lldcd into one hundred and illtty seCtions fhc 

book IS fwthet diVIded mlO two columns. One column lilts Ihe errors and th~ .\t.:~\'tl.: 

(olwnn Itsu the COfTcct \lef'Slons. a.nd the oppoliLe page' h dtvCMed cnllrc1) hJ 

«pllOlltOnS. mcludm& references 10 molbc=r toague Interference mllnly Ewe, TWI Ga 

and FUIC'. which were Ghanaian lanlUllCI familiar (0 (Drown & Scragg). Brown & 

SCI'IU do not have partJcullt U5Cf1 tn mLnd., and their hstl of trronI w~ drawn from a.J1 
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Man)' autbon of Enahsb or ltnJUISUCS have done some ShJdles and ba\le wnncn book!.. 

all almln,I' belptnlla.mas of a second Janguaae to reduce the number of crron; In chelf 

Intct·langua~. These authors have aLsc tned to fInd the CIUses of these enors and have 

suggested ways ofreduetn, them. One of these authors is Burton (1963), who dl$Cu):)4.:' 

some .of 'he: errors of second languAge leamers. He treat~ these errors In an alph:abcuc3J 

order iO lhal at any pGlnt In lime when (he leamer needs help he cao ~II)' 100).. up llu.;)(: 

errors. BUIlOn doa not only arrange these errors but tries 1.0 explam thtm\ an c\leryday 

English which liYCI the leaner I qUIck reference guide to better hts'her wntlen English 

in dotn, all dm. Bunun does 00( have a group of people from a specific geogr.Jphu:al 

Ilt:IIn mind. He addresses the issue of error genen.lly made by second lallgu3¥o learners 

Irropctllveofwberetbeycomefrom. 

Earlact. rwo other co-wn~. Brown and Scrail (1948). mcd to ldenafy the c.~ "f 

t1TOl'1 made by second laragua,e learners and to find pouiblc ways of correeflng Ihelll 

They made the efTon to expl.en lbe sources of learner errors 

The _0f1c by Drown and Scrlag was divided tnto one hundred and SIXI)' sectIonS. The 

book I) futtherdiVlded Inc.orwocoJumns. One column h'ts!.he errors IInlllhc second 

column lt~1S the correet \I~IOQS. and lbe opposite PIle 15 devoted entirely 10 

explanatIOnS, Inc:ludin& referencC! to mother tongue inlerftrtnc:e mainly Ewe, TWI O. 

and FanLC. whIch were Ghanaian languages familiar to (Brown &. Scl"ll&&). Brown & 

x-r.U do not ha\lC paroc:ular users In mind, and Ibe1r hs~ of erTO~ w~ drawn from .n 
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MAllY authOt'$ofEnsJisb or Lmau'ltla have done some: iNdies and have wnnen book ... 

• 11 aiming at nelplng learnm of. second lanp,e to red~e the number o f elTOD In lliell 

Inler- Ianguage. fhcse ~utbors havc illso tnod to fiDeI the: ULUC.) ofl.hcsc: efTOfi and h.~c 

.. uggested ways ofreducUl£ them One oftbcsc lulhor.i IS 8unon (1963), who dl)cu)-.c.:" 

!>ume of the: elTOt'S of iCCOnd lanJUIge leamers. He bats these errors In .n .1lrh.ltoclI(;11 

urdtt toO tt\&l II any pom.t m llmc: ..... hen the lcarner needs help he c:tn eaSily look up Ihc .. ~ 

CTTOn. 81111011 docs 00( only arran,e these: errors but mcs 10 explam them In cH:r)da) 

EngllS1l ..... h,chSlYeithc: leaner. qUICk reference guide 10 belterhlslher wrntcn EnSI"h 

In OOIDI aU thll. Burton does 1'101 ha\'e a group of people from I specifIC Grographlcal 

Jlca In mll'Ki. He addresses the I"ue or cnor general ly made by s« ond langUile learners 

Incspccu\eofwlwrc:tbeycomefrom. 

Eatlacr, (wo other co-wnlers. Brown and Scragg (1948). tncd 10 Identlfy thc C'U5oC l> 11 1 

enon made by HICOnd lanJUI,C Icarners and 10 find pc»sible Wlys of COf'I'eCllng Ih(,111 

1bey made tbt effon 10 explam the: WUTCeI of learner errors 

1'be WOfk by Brown and Sengg wu dl\ Id~ InID one hundrcd and suc.ty KCltons I'he 

book •• further d ... ,' ,dcd Into two columns. One column lilts the mort and the ~cund 

c:alumn bstJ the COITCcl versiOns, and the: oppoSIte: pale II devoted entirely to 

Cll.planauOfU, Includtng reference. La mother tongue lnle1ference MaUlJy Ewe, TWI Ga 

and Fame. wtm:h were Ghanaian langu.a&es ramlliu 10 (Brown cl Scr.ll:.l). Brown &: 

Serag do no( have panu:ulat WoeI') In mind. md tbeu IlIla of mon were drawn from III 
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dassel of EnShsh uscn In the: Gold CO&St. Similar research on crron bas .Iso becn 

earned out by Tancioh (1987), and BUlndoh (1996). In rcl:JlIulI h) the usc of Engh'h hy 

unlvmu)' students In Ghan.a. Tandoh. for uutance, drew her sample from !>ludc:nlS or the 

Faculties of Science and Arts of the UnIVCr5Ir)' of Ghana and came OUI with !nlemllng 

findinp. Sht .ttributed the poor EnShsh language usage to the wcak foundauon Ihat IS 

laid .It the pre-untvasity level. Re.search has also been camed out on errors in the spoken 

En&Jim of basiC school pupIls md leacher-tralnees in Ghana by Oolphyne (1997'97) In 

'1"helUChlnlof.poken english m Ghana". tn Dakubc:(ed .)~iEl!J 

The: present rc:scan:b loots at a different group of students. HIgher National Diploma 

(HND) woo have for aUlbaot yurs. been left OUt by prevIous researchers. Investigations 

mlu cnun. In the use of punclWltlon marb in the written Engh'h of this category 01 

srudrnu ..... 11 be )OOkcd It closely. These enors Will be identified, an.lyzed and concrete 

SUgotlOl'li pyen 10 belp.lI stake belden or Polytccbnic educltlon 10 help thelT srudents 

oul of this rroblml. 

2.2 I'\U'UR r A:"i("[ O F Pl:NCTUA'flONS I ~ WRITli\"G 

The unporuncc of punc:ru.allon marks In wnttcn Enghsh C&nnoI be overemphasized since 

they help a wntet to make meafllng or whit hcIshe writes. Again, the rcadet m .. kc~ 

meamnp or \Ioh.al hclshc read!: beuuse of the jud1ClOUS UK of punct\101110n markll 11\ 

r~tnBlNten.ls 

 University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



c1aloSCS of English usen: in lbe Gold Coa!l Similar research on errors has also been 

camed out by Tandoh (1987). and BUilndoh (1996). In ,cI.:mon 10 the usc of English l1y 

unI Y(~lt)' students In Ghana.. Tandoh. for Instance. drew her sample fr um studentS of (he 

FaculOeti of Science and Atl5 of \be UmversilY of Ghana and (ame out wlm IRtefC'stlO~ 

finchngs. She attributed lhc: poor EngllJh language usage 10 the weak (oundatlon that IS 

w d atthepre-unlversltylr'lrcl Reseacch Ius also been camcd out on errors mthc5pCJkcn 

EnglISh ofl)ulc school pupils aM tr.J(hcr-ltllnees IA Ghani by Oolphym: (199797) In 

-Thcle.chmgU{lpokcnEnBh:sh1nGhan;l ··. IRDakub('cd'E~. 

1bc: praau rc:scatch looks at a dllTerr01 group of srudcnls, Higher Nlttonal Diploma 

(HND) who ba\C for alllh~ years. bem left out by preVIOUS researchers. Investigations 

InlO etTen. 10 the UK of puncluoliion ma.tk~ In the wnnen Engh'h of th l ~ C01I(,or)' fll 

srudents *111 be looked at closcly. 1'hese etTOR witl beldenllfic:d . • mllY-.lcd andconcre:le: 

suuauOf\$ given to belp.1I ,take: bolders ofPolyt.echmc educal lon 10 help their studenlS 

OUlofthaproblrnl. 

I.I 1~IPOKrANCE O~ PUS<'T~ATlONS IN WRITI NG 

The Imporunce o( punc:nwion marks In wnncn Engl15h Canl\l ll be oyeremphiUll.cd " o\ C' 

they help • WTltC'r to make meaRlng or wtw bctlhe wnlc.s. ApIA. the reader ntOlkes 

meantngs of \\ h.:u hclshe reW beeaux of the: judiCIOUS usc of punctuanon maries In 
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Dlacmslft& the Importance of punclUotllOtl marks In wnnetl malenal. Ecker:. k y :11~d 

Sckenly (1910: 376) stale WI, "PunC1uation is snnply a deVice fC'lf molkloc easy I" 11.:.1.1 

and uOOef\laod wntlt'n or printed miner", They go runher to cale&on~lIy explaIn (noal. III 

speech we can read pauses between words. and phrnses ...... e can ~ ScsrutU, 8Jve e:mphb' ~ 

La. wocd and Rue or ~wer lbe VOice to help the: listener 10 undmland our meaning. bUI In 

wnunl much ofdw work LS done by pW\CN.Inon. A,11n they content (hilt the proyx: r U ~I.: ,, ! 

punctuaf10n IIvn clanty of mcanlOK 10 ~ pasuge WI m!J,h1 be: mlsunOerslood or even nOI 

undentood ~t ",II They Identify the princIpal puncruatlon marks as the full Slop ( .), the 

colon (:), the qUOUliOn mark ( ..... ). and the aposuopbe (' ). 

SaUy ct aJ (2000' 419), refer to puncrullion as '"The standardized IT\Irks lfl$Crtcd III 

~rnnCl'i nw.tnal to clanfy mealUna and to se~rate structural until of words, phraloC'S, 

clilUICS and sentences. The purposes of puncruatlon,(hey state, are rmny and Olo\lllf 

them can be Uitd for more than one purpoiC. For UUWlCe, they may C01U1CCt or separate 

~tcnc:e dements, lbey may enclose: matenal, and they IT\Iy end sentences. S.lIy cl .1 

(2000) Ldc-nhfy rhU1eCn (Il) punctuation marks tblt may be used when wnhne Thc .. c 

mcluck· tbe .posuopbe ('), the brackets ( [ J ). the colon ( , ). the comma ( . ), Ihe dll .. h 

(.). the excllmallOft poi. (1), the bypbcn (." the ( ·),the ( . ) the paremhc:sls ( : ; ). 

the pc:nod (.) the question marks ( ? ), lhe: quotation marks (" "), the t.emlcolon ( . , amI 

tbe sLasb ( I ). Tbcy conclude: by YYln, !hal when the Wnler knows hIS writmg wit, 

he/she focuses and appropnatcly c:ommW\i~ by lbc: use of puDCtUAtion marks, 
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Gary CI al (19"2). compan:s (he ..... nltr 10' compot.er of musIc The)' 5WC that JU" Ii • 

composer sell down DOtC:I and ttll, the mu.slcians how to play the musIc . so .lso lhe 

..... nltr. who pulJ down won:1s on p.tpcr. must tell hl$lher ruder' ho" the wortb coult! h\' 

reAd To achlc-.'e tbI., &hey argue. the wnter must use • ~t ~r .. umbnhzcd mark ... lOlllcl1 

pul\Ct\l.Mton A .unplc ddimbOrl mey 'Ive to puDCNlltlQll I' rn..t. "II It • commonly 

.ac.cqncd set of .ymbol. used In wflhna 10 convey Ipc(:Jfic dlreuu,m to the reader"' 

IpJ2S) 

They also Q.Plaln that me purpo:IC of puncluauoo marks. when JudiCIously used. gl\C 

readers such lnfomuuon u when to pawe for elll'lIY. when to read with particular 

emotIon or .. hen W Slop complnely Tbey alto Identify the following U Imporwu 

puntNilionnwks 

I Tbemdmlllu-tbe full Slop ( . ) lhcqucsllOll mark ( ?), IhccxclllTlJlIOn mark I' , 

! The: inl:c:rNtl marks - the comma I • ). tbe "nucolon ( ). the quocauon m.rlt" t , 

tbedashl- 1.lhc:p.muhes~(III.'hebypberl(.)and'h<'po1I,")"I"1 I 

Wuedu (1998:117), undencoreI the flC1 wbm we- spc;ak. we are Jble to USC facial 

npmslOns. I~nun, lone of VOICt and body movanm15 to cOfwey Inform.uon. Bu( the 

major problem I. With wrihng where II I' difficult to IIltilcale the chan&est Which cumc 

abauc throup our VOLCe. and gcsrures Toaduevethls.hestatcs.lherc.llredevlccsc:alleJ 

puncn&IIItCJn maJ"~t Much are UiCd 10 thow wbcrc: ~ &Ie paUSIn&- or _but \IoC \\~I lu 
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PUI1\7,uaIlQCl marb In .... Tltlnl when he ~Id, "a $<entente ean be puncru.u:d 10 ",(\1,:1.11 

¥lIys 10 give d&fTucnl mcatun," He adds apltahzauon to those mentioned earitci In .h l' 

5th« .-Id Summerfiekl (11J86). obierve that In the 1400s.. no commu, penods, carllt,,1 

knm. or any other punctuation matb, and no Plngrap.h tndentauon were used 10 gUltle 

re.ld'r~ through a pltce ohmtln,. So rTlden often guessed each lime: they read anything 

To lhem, punc:lu..IlIOn showl the: rela,u..Iru:hlp between one's Idns and emphasizc.s those 

Ideas !bat ate Im~nant. A penod at the end of a ~entcncc. (or mst:mee, tells the ~adcr 1\1 

come 10 • ft£ll SlOp and sepanle thaI Idea (rom the nexi . A smllcolon between CIIUtes, 

tells me rc:adu to make con.ncC'lton between the wn ler's Ideas. ThIS therefore show~ 1h.J,1 

Ibr ICNeaCe can be: puncNl&cd 10 ICvml ways allowing (or vaned emphasIs antJ cn'octI. 

lbc key 10 ct&cuve puneruatlon. Schor and Sl.Imerfieid emphasIze. 15 an understanding 

of Lhe sentence and 115 clnnenb, oil.:> wcll as an undersw.ndina of eo.ordIOl.tIOn, 

~IMIbOnandmodlrtCallon, 

Another .. mer wonhy of nOle iJ SckYI·Blldoo (2000). who staltS cllcgoncall) ~l 

put\Ctuallon matlu arc: andtspc.ns,able 10 the orgaruUllon of wnnen langu .. ~c , According 

to him lheyhclp us co ISIII" thc c;orrect nH!'lIIning 10 the words, phrascs and scntence!lo \I.'c 

meet when readtna. PuncnwM)f'l, he ~Y', IS pnnclpall)' it 'o.:nlcnn.1 methaniC It 

tcncnta ac the level of the IoCnlCTl(e For Instance, the full slOp, lroc comma., the 

cJ.cbmaboQ rnaB,lhc IOlaTOpl.VC mArks all occur Mtbc level oflhc senlence. BUI unl~ 

the quolaUorl marb IDd. the elliptical marks ate tied beyond tbe:: senlence He cla""lr,,:_ 
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pun';fl.I.) tllJR under twO nlIjor wu. which arc Ihe mcchl.nlu l and the dlKOU/'SC' U' '' j.:~·' 

Lndn 1M m~n""lcal w.aac. the puncNl1tOn may be ued to 

To s.rpu-.ILC Ideal and constrUCuons from tbose that follow them: c Ilh~ h~T'Il\:n 
__ bt, <1C. 

To hNt unc Item of)angu~gc 10 the other el- the hyphen. cok)n. apowophc. elc 

To show \hal kUcn blw been CJmIntd. e C. the Ipl'Strophc and the full )Iop II' 

To endoK WbailS ¥tIlNn nwn Ideas e.J. quotltlon nwit. double commas. elc 

PlSCQYSSAI USACE 

2. 1'lIey bdp to obIcnc un," ... .ad brc.lb , ",btcb In Nm help US 10 obtain meanmt; 

) Qucsuoa aad cxcl.am~lux'l m;ukl help us 10 read Wltb the: ",hi mtonanon 

.. The end muU tcil us bow 10 Interpret some umts of speech whctMr U Ilatementl, 

Opotu Apananl (1998). &oaks II punctuation as pauses 10 wntln&. JlW as we rwnnally 

f**'Of chanlt the lOne .. bcnwe spa,k. To her, the lund ofp"ncruahOtl mark u-.cJ III. 

KtMCncC I ~ ddcrmlncd 1J'C&lly by lhe 1UUCtuR' of lhal putte:ular lenlenc(:. She Idc:nllliC, 

d:tc: foI~ as cbe mosl CICWI1InUI forma of punctualtOn nurb Ul wnlln, W comma, 

;he scml-colon. the co&on, the quotalton mark or Ihe apo$lrophe. the PUCfIlRnI ... Ihc 
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Amonl thc:-.e Opoku A~' (IQQ¥). §tates that me comma IS the mUlol hl·,t"..:nrl ~ 

u.5Cd punc:IWIUUU mark wlttun a semente. and illS also the most rrequentl y m\lJol.i!lcJ ltt;Jrk 

The comma. §hc .... )'1., II usually used to 5Cparat~ Items rrom ~ach OtM. In ttk: ~crUt1lCe 

Th~ ,tcmt can be; words. phrucs or clausn-. The comma IS also consi<kl'1:d to play 

,,"uiar roles ~ lhat or the duh. the ~rentheli •• the cok>n and the semi-colon She' 

.dcnufics ahoYl morr IlKS o( cbe comma 

Sa*' tM comma. the full stop Of penod '$ the nClCl mllSI (tequfnll) ",eel In \'- nlln~ It 

'luscdfDpwlCNoatc lhcendoftbcscntcnce which 111 nOI aque.sllon. a command or lin 

cxei.amatJon, The full stop IDlY also be used to marie (onnlll abbrevilltions as In the 

1'1 TIlles. Mr. MI'l" Dr .• U Col .. Fr . Sr" MIU., etc . 

Coil 0...,. M.A., M Pbil; B. 5<: M. SC., M Ed., Ph.D., ct. 

O .. ys and months: Mon .• Tues. Oel .. SOY" etc, 

It r.houkl not be misunderstood here lhat, Opoku AI)'mWII(l99111. don notcOMlde r the 

rat ofthl: PUl'K;luatlon maru Importaru She dl'oCustellll or them. but only polnlJi to rl lc 

convru lind the: Il.III stop as tht: most frequently used and ml~I.I$cd punCluallon m;tr),., 

Opotu AI)'tmInI (1998). tdeobfiCi and diJaasa nloe uses or the comma. These 

(I) Ulln&c::omnwto~ltlr.dependenlclaU5esJOlnedb)'&ndUlbutrorlltld 

Similar coonhnann, CotlJUDC'tIons; as a "You mt.llt pay the fmc and then r Wlil 

duDkof ... hatLodonext" 
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(II) UI"" I;OOlmas to sci tlf namcs and similar words tn duet. I .. ddrC'Ss: as tn . "1 .1111 

eaJ1ma. Dathn .. to NY lhaIl Will be home at the w«kcnd" 

(III) UsanaCOfTllll&S losqtan.lceJcmCnl.~ In a senes as In ... lnsldemychtldren ·s; ul!' .. .. 

you mly fmel books, ptnclls. crayons. ClUers. plCCc~ of~r. aad &oys" 

(IVI VSIO& corn.mu before and after direct quotallon marks and to set ofT. "he ~Id". 

and nmlw aunbUUOGS as in "We are really lucky to have ~uch a lecturer." 

raMftcdNancy. 

USIa, commas to sepuatc I tC nl ~ wblch suggnt a ,,;onlrasl or a dM>lCe e.g., "Atla 

dnnbbccr.DOCpi&o". 

(\'I ) USing commas 10 sepanle n.:m les of places. Iddtusu and Hems. In dlltS. c.g , 

1'bc cblefs P.lou::c at VC:O(t.. Northern kcglon, be,ars tesllmony 10 a temblc 1 .... 1 

~M)' d.lugblel. JosephJne was bom on Dect:mbcr 28. 1'i93 

(v';) Uiani commas to separalc an Introductory ph.ra5e or adverb'll clause [rom the 

IDIU1 cia,*, c. .. " lmprcucd by bll tboroua,h analYSIS of tbe problem. hl ~ 

JUpCIVUOfawardc:d,a.,. fotthc:ditsatltlon", 

(YUI) U""I commu &0 K1 off fonns of the appo~III\'C E.. Pleuc lawe the 

dauat"IDI\J With Mn. AJUthI AlIlJlI~I, The Depanmcnt Secretary" 

ft.) Ulln. COlftrnar; 10 l et off non ·reSlnCllve modifiers, E,. , "The pncst, woo Wees 

~ororpbaos,basbemrobbed", 

1I~"cr (19Y5).ldenttfies duneen (I3J punCt\l;)tlon marb ~d 1ft wnt ll'li Thc~e Indll,1c 

lhe comma. cbe soCnu -(:olon, \be colon, the ~SlJophe. tbe quol;l.hon mark. tbe penod, the 
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ql.U:SuOf'I rrwt.. tM c.Ilcllmabon pornt. 1M dash. paremheSIS. th~ b,xkch. the dltf"l\l~ 

In dlJalSStnl CKb of &he .bove pwlCru.,on marks. Hacker (199.5), seems to cmph" ... ,,-

more on the USC' Grlbc comma wruch 5be constden most frequently UKd She d,scu ....... .. 

ten iliffcrall \Uti of' the C:Omt1\ll as \Io'ell Ii $tven dlffc:rcnt m"UICI of' II 1lIc re .. t ul Ih.' 

purtCru.aJIOf'I marks lie eqUillydlsClWed as regarcb (heir uscs and mlsuJ(.$ Apln II;u;ktr 

( 1995). cOfUIdt:n elhpsis and the dash as puncfUllion marks. "hlle tlttM:r lulhor,\ .. u~h .. ~ 

lDdLSC\Wlnglhc Uk orpun.::ru.lllon m.H~ Keene and Adams (1996) pllce cmph.l,\I\ .'11 

dlIC comtr'II end tbe ~lrOphe They. hke Opoku AlYemang. discuss nlnc usa o( the 

t:OInInoI. JIving eaampln In each case: However. Keene and Adam' (1996) outline tal 

~ wa of commas as rollows 

J COtTUn.o ~Id not be used bcfv..cm • verb and Ib subJCC:1 Of obJcct I If '·The 

qL&altt1s &mOna pollllc.tllc.aderJ. K'rJt1 10 (asclnAte the.r supponcr ..... 

2 Commas ihould not be used after a coordlnatmg conjunction (and, but. or. nor. for. 

so. yet) e, fhc M"W book I houPI has 426 pales. bUI. the old one bas leu Plgu 

) Comma ah~dd r.M be used before and after cuent,.1 elcmmu. E." D.vld f'oraOf 

thebook. kc~.toscndlOschool. 

" ('umn'lu ale nol ntc~sary bef'ore the fi,. or .ficr the lUI Item In a acnts. l::. g A 

beauufUI Ilrl,$bould bave. 10ft haJr. boPI eyes. ud. round (Ite. to be adnu.red 
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5 Commas art not necess-ry bclWtCn twO compourKI element.~ 1.:. g Both the Cat .anll 

us tyrn nced m~lnlenan~ c 

6 Commas ihould not be u.scd bc:rv. ('en cumulanvc adJ I."C tl\,cs or adverbs. E I- Mo)O 

suUUie$anold,phoenixblcycle 

7 Comlllls are f'IOl nec:css.ary between an adJcctive and a noun or between and adverb 

and an adJccllve. E.g.. NeW' life hne was one oflho5e sladdtnly, popul ;u bvs. 

a. Comrn.u ~ould not be used after "such as", " like" or before "than" E g. 1-115 ICW. 

requu'Cd men It\.Idymg. than I was used to 

9 ComtI\II should noc be used before mdlr'Cct quotlilons 1:.., Was If Millon'~ 

charKter' Satan wbo Slid, he would "'her rule in hell then serve in helven? 

10, Comrnu If'C: nee U5Cd With questIon marlr.s, exclamation pomlS parenthcs .... md 

d.uhei Ea DaVld IS hke hiS fath«. (who leans a lot) 

For apoSlrophc$. Keene and Adams explain that they arc used In the possc:ssive cue of 

nouru, pronouns, conU1cuons and plunls. In the po$StJSIVC clSe or nOMS. they state 

lhIt. I noun shows pouculon With an apostrophe and an "s": but if the plural form 

Ilrndy cndslnan"s", th.eapostropbclsplac:edaftcrtlllS"S", Forcumplc, tbclccrutef's 

decISIOn, beT boss's car. tbe guls ' scbool 

With pos.s.eulon 1M pronouns. the pcnonal and mdefinite pronouns (onn theIr possessJ\ c .. 

In va')' different WI)'I The penonal pronouns such as I. you and they form Ihcu 

pouc::aa.a'tCI by 'WItching 10 dIfferent furm$ With I bcconuna ""my", you becoming '')uur'' 

Of"'yc)urs .. : thcybttomU\&"'lbell~or '·lbcln;" 
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In C(N'IU'BCIIOM, 1M aposuophe replaces the miss Ina Icncrs a$ tn , "don' t" fOf "do nof', 

~taI\'f' (Of - CAn no)" ; "duin'r"for .. dtd ncM" e&c 

Tbc: aposIJoph<' 'f ,150 u.ed In the r1unll of leom, muncrak, and word~ referred III " .. 

wonk- For ~ple, "\he Stbdcnl "'3.\ u muldcd 10 remove some for the: and ', from I'II~ 

scmcnces and cross bls I'S" "Sr'ltlsb drtw aline throop their 7's 10 IhalIDe), won't look 

h"I '," 

SacUyflo et AI (1991 139), ,unply descnbe punc:hlallon marks IS Ihe ... mltr's slgn .. '~ 10 

1be roder, Tbty IWe thlc the full Slop shows thai • lenIence has been ended. A comma 

Ihow., poIUK In though!. acllon .. ". scpIlIbon of pans 0(. compound sentence, Apilrt 

&om the fuJi ~"p and me comma gi ven OIl eICample, Sxkeyfio el al (1991 ) alio dISCU ~\ 

the ell.dam~bon mMl. the d&sh and clhPJ" In Book One: of lilt Ghani Senior SC'Condary 

"Thc'y elplalA ttllt the exclamatIon mark IS used 1.0 show emphasiS ~nd to m~ke 

tnltrrOplive unc:nnces. 'The dash on the other hand LJ used to show. sudden cbange of 

Idc:a.s and 10 let orr a word or pbrolSe rt'pClled fro ernpbuls. Tbt ellipsis. they uptain. 11 

used ownly to u"hcatc the omission wuhln D quoted passa~. 

Henncuy (19111), l<katif.-em punctuoal1on maru such II the pmod. Ihe quc5110n mark. 

ncl&m;allon poU\u, comma, scnll-cohm. coton, dash parentheses ,md the qU(QIIOIl man. 

He u.o c:oru.lI:kh the comma and the pcnod as tbe rno!>1 frequeolly u.lCd and mlsu\cd 

~ m.ulra He cauuOft$ me urtfuJ UK of the other punctuation m"rk~. 
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Anod'l<r wnter. Mull~r(I99I). CJ(plams thal there tre no precise rolC" about punctuatlM 

He potnts OUI tbIl tbeft &R oaly four ,tops (the comma. the iCmlcolon. the colon and the 

pcnod) "fbe questKIfI man. aDd uclJmlUOn potnU are nolo smaly speakmg. slOpS. the:, 

ve OfIly udcMOf1 of \OM. 

Mlllcr(IY9I). ~mptwl1a lhat 1M comma IS the most usefUl and mlJUKd ohhre ~ors 

tic howeyu cauuoru th.;)t, It II better 10 U~ them splnna1y and with affection Jlld 

prccwonwhenthcnttdan5CSbceaUiC th(readercaneasllygclconfuJoed"",hcnthcyittC 

....... He ap&D wwru thai qlK)Qllon maries should be used honnlly and spanaa)y. 

wh.tn there". ~qOOWlon mark at hand and bcadd5lhallt II necessary to bc \let)' 

npous about the words c:ndOlCd by the q\NUuon marks 

"--II and CIUWUI'Isham (1986), speak or founem punc:tUilhon marks Thcic Includ( 

lhc tipMtrophc. bt~l.ch, e&pt,-hutton, cokJn. comma, dub. ellipSIs. explanation putOI 

h)})Mn. patmthe6tJ. penod. que:.uon mark. qUOI..I.110f') mark and the ')Cfl11-colon. The \ 

.b.o ..:.lull,," ~ use of tbe more diffICult punauatlon marks (the: dub. elhpill. byphc:n 

p.ImIthC)I~ and the: apoStrophe) 

On pYnC~non mutt. Crews (1987 344), polma OUI that marks of puncruallUfl .re 

cuent .. 1 f(M' clear mCltunlln wnru:n prose. He SI)'I that, beyond show'"l where pause ... 
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or stops would cxcur In ,pec:c:b. punc:ruauon mario InJI.;&le lo~tc.1 rel.uons thll "uulJ 

otht'l'wISC be hard for I reader to unde-rsWld. He funhcr states that, though fl:u-enthc ~~' 

brKkcu.. da~ and commas, si gnal a pauK. lhey "'&lClI different rdilions tJer,i.'CCI\ 

maw and subonhnale malmal. He cautlOnl tba1, "'lo be sw-e that yout puncrualllJn marks 

arc 'kOtkln& WIth yow- mcamng. not Ii:amsi II. IS to master the rules" CrewS (l9~P, . 

Mic:lmftCI nine punctuation Imrks *h,ch ;ue the period. ~uesll0n mark. cllc\'lInltlOO 

POInt, comma.. colon. seml·colon. wh. pnenthcJotJo and quocatLon marks 

Lc Towmau (20(H). rerrwks that punctuation marks. apan rrom marking pauses, can 

abo be "ud 10 id ofT pmm.heal umts and boulldariu berween the" WIllS He: 

clautfin punrn&aOan marks 1010 tv.o .. atcgones lenmnal punctuauon and mlernal 

punctualton Tcmunal pu.nctuauon marb, he: POints. out, are the ones thai end a sentcnct 

1"he:se IOcluck; the penod, tbc question mark. and lbc c:xcl:unauon mark. The temun.l 

PLLnclua1lon marks. ac:cordina to Le Toumeau (2001). have rwo maIO functIons Thc fif~1 

of these fuocuons IS WI Oley mdlcalc the end of a wnl1cn senlence that begins wuh ;a 

capttal tencr Thc second funcnon of terminal punctuation marks is 10 lIl(licate the mood 

of • K.llena 40clarUIYC (a 5la.tetnent). interrogative (a question). ImperatlV< (. 

Internal pun.clu"uon marks. on the other band. ~ lbole thll occur between the IOllial 

CApIlli and a tcrmlftaJ TTlJ,rk 1be:ae matb Include seml-colons, dashes. colO'lU. and 

COII'WnII. Coc: (llililS 69, 92) JIves an tn~lg'uful explanatIOn for bow the tim. three (sen'n. 

(olon. colon. dull) "mcnon tn tmnJ of Icvels or ICftcrahty. The KmI~lon IndIC.t~ 
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lMI the umb ,," nch tick arc al 1M: um, level of generality Colons Imile'le that wMt 

Lc Tou.rne"u (2001). adds lhaJ dashn are .Ito used to CnclOK malen" that occur" 

~v.ccnconsll[UQltJasweJlua'theendora5elltencc. 

Qt.luk and Gnlmbaum (1973) explam that punctuation serves two mlln functions . 11lese 

I Scpanllonof 

a. succcsSlveulUlS, suehasscntencesbypcnods.orllcmsln.liSlbycommas 

b Included urull such as p.Rll1heSIS bemg used 10 mark off an Interpoliled phrase 

ofcl&usc 

QMari and Grembatum uknhfy hyphnu. conunaa, parenthesIS. quotation marks. qUC,IH)fl 

mvU, CAC~lIon polnlS and periods as the mosl commonly u.sed punctuOlIKHl mark, 

'J'h.y, bown-n. point OUI that the excl;,.rNuon mark I~ ~nnaJy u.ac:d in Englnh .. nJ It 

don not al.o occur With vocatives or Imperatives 

pwK:IUiUlun marb make scnt(tlC(:$ melluncfui. clear, Interestln, or fon:cJul In fad Int;. 

however. punctuauon marks &aVe as I pick to the murung or wntlcn or pnnled 
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PI"I1b. tic IIklltlfi~ chuteen punctuillon martu l1lreK an: full JCO~ commas, cokH1~. 

sem.io(;OkN\s, quemon mlRS, quotation nw1c.s. bypben~. exclamation marb 

captahzaoon. dMbes.. parenthesis, br.\ckcts and dots (ellipsIS) 

from the -above 1"CVlCW. it would be nouted clearly that thefe are differences In opInion 

about w~1 lull)' consuMeS the nabl puncNanOll marks Whotreas. some authon mclutk 

captLIIIIZlhOf'l, ~Iashes and elhpsl' .. puncruauon marks, Olhcr~ do not, Apin, some 

IUthots consider the brackets and p~n1heseJ. the. dash and hyphen 10 be tbe same, while 

ochm look .. , them as beml d.ffcrrnl These: differences in lhe usc or PUncrulllon m:lrk) 

coupled wuh Errlhsh tcachers from dll!erent traln'"l boatkarounds may account for Iht 

erfOfSlntheU5CofpunctuaIKW'lmarksbysrudentirnthelr\lt'nuna.. 

It I' !.be Importanet: of puncNlllOO mark) In me written I:ngll", of .rudenl., especIally 

HNO SI~lJ that the rc:scatChu II concemed, It IS also because the lanpae skills of 

dtucaleaoryor~tSl\avcnotbeenraean:hcd'"tothitthcrcsearchdccmsthlsSlu.J) 

From the .. bove In,"" Gilt wooid be n,.ttl 10 conclude that for any good wnttcn work to 

be: done. PUl'ICtu,;.uon mw musl be )uchclously and cffec:lIvely used. Therefore liND 

1rucknh. ilLe thclr cownttparu In the: unlvenita, need to be fauehl bow 10 UK Ihc:m 

effectIvely fO mprove theu- 'Nnbnl skJlh, 
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1.3 RESEARCH ON t.RKOKS 0 .. THE \\'RJTTE" E.'GU"i1i Ufo "ll DE'iT\ 

The rac.ldvt. In hit bid 10 fiab our "ottcs on the erron orlhr \oIoltllCll ... url ur~tudc"h. 

comuhed TMdoh (1981), wbo dtd reKan:h c:. ""SorM Mp«15 ufthc WntScn Enahsh or 

UAlYCOIIY or GhMl ~tgn.du;ucs" He eame OUI With some findlnp on crron. In lbe 

"" or !he comma.lbe Nil JIOp, and tht dub. Olhcr me:archC'ts such as Buandoh (19971 

wwkrtook I Sf\tdy on mor penems 1ft tbc: wnnen et.IoI)'I or Senior Secondary SNdmts 1M 

Iht Ccnlral Re¥u)fl In thl~ study. sbe cOI'KcnuJlted on C'f'1"On related to apelhna, concord. 

ptC'{lO<III()n, \ucabulilry and CApu!HWI. me anu:le and othc,", She ", '~o looted al 

U'lComplck .a'Uentea, Nle YIOiauotl. pld"n consrruchon, wrona capltahzatlon and wrona 

Y...u:.o. (1994). _yscd cnon In the u~c or Enahsb by AUdenu or me Unlvenll)' or 

Cape Coast and the Univcft,ltyorN).uk~ .. , "'IICrui. In INUfudy, Yaniaon Idenllfted thlec 

two..d 1)JX1o of C1TOf'S and offnC'd plMlslblc c:auws or ItIcK CtT'Ol'1 SOfTIC' or tnc tITOn 

In\ul'eJ ~omplC'. noun phrases. Hen apln YankJ;on did not con:;ldcr puncndllOn efTur, 

Odamn~ ct .1 I 1'H4,. .lia WSCUlS problcnu of Ena.hsh Lancu-ae skills al the Unl\t"r>-II \ 

lcvd wl1h pat1K\1lar reference U) first year Law and Admmlutaoon srudents of the 

UlwYC:rllf)' or Ghana. Tbc: most common erron complied by thcM: .uthan an groufXd 

tNO (I) concord erron; (II) vocOlbulu'\ .nd expruslon erron. hll) &pC'lhng Crt .. , .. I 

p.tn, uf ,ptt~h coon. lind (v, IdUJfnatu: and style errors. PWK1Uation marks ltc _,.lin 11 .. 1 

(0ftS1CIcnd In thew 1Nd)' Tbc mcan:hm on trro" of students wnllng reviewed mdu.: oIct> 
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,h.l " t;lIod number of (hem (oc;;us much on undergradu.ues and Senior Scc:ondary School 

Slulknl~ fhe ""oR: or these resc.rche .... illso Involved causes ofthc ~rrors Odamllcn.,;I;t1 

{I'N-IJ. for example. ""ent a step further to offer rccommrndltuwu for corr«'In~ Ihe­

"ftWlon. They ./lbscn that the levt:1 of proficiency In EnahJh of GhanaIan sNdcnts h.a'li. 

 University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



CHAYTER TIlIU 1 

METIIODOLOGY 

30 INTROD~CTIO:-< 

Due to ume: conSlralnl. lhc siudy t~ limited to only UI&Jlef l'.lltONIl Dlpbn.l (SliD) 

,rudc:ntl of BolpW'lp Polytcdvuc. Tbc subjects for lhe study IAocrc umpled from NNO 

\1u4tnllo Urrrn", AcCOUnW'lC')'. Mariceun,. StahlttCI and Setft'laryship and M&na~nl 

f'1I'rnrnmn There LI anocbet poup (AIio"cu.lrunl EnJlnec:nn&.) lh.a.t is left OUI of Ihe 

tnldy bcc.Iuic this caLC:JOrY of students was IOUlI throuJh 1M Pre·HND proarammC' 

before it woukt be: absorbed Into the HND propmmc 

3.1 SAMPLI:oIG or SUBJECTS 

*hfttqw Thr Inlenllon was to c.apMe aboul one hundred and (orty (''''0) sloIbJctts rOt 

me Qana However, only one hundred (I OO) 5Ub;ects WCR succc~sf\llty c.pNrCd panl)' 

lhe breakdown of the lOC&J number of .ubJCCtI ~plcd aGC'ordlnllu pro,,'.lmm(4; '" _h 

I HI£hcI Sa'lurW Diplomi (HND) A~,oununc) 40 

1 H1ahC'T N.cIQl\lI DIploma (UNO) ~1.,kcllnl 2' 

) H1ihet ~.lIonal [hplom. (Sccrct.,yatup Ii. Manaaemenl) 20 

4 )hghe. 'allunal Dlplom. (St1tnltCi) U 
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£krOfe~abo\cfigures,couJdbeam vedat.thereseartherptbcred!Oluden\$fromeach 

progratnmt' and explamed the Cluonak behind !he srudy. The researcher. With the belp of 

ptOlJWIlTM leaden (Class momtors). ~'nle "Yes" or "No" on pieces of paper and .,~kcll 

subjects 10 pK:k Thos.e subjects who plckrd '"Yes" were liven the ex.crcl~ 10 do ""hlle 

those who pICked '"No" w~ excluded. This WIS done from programme 10 propnme on 

TVtO different <bY' dependmg on the srudcnl5. presc:nt on clmpw at the lime Since the 

~Jl,)r . I ·.l,)rthemattd.Y"ludent5. 

1.1 DATA (,OLL£C1' IUI' 

Tbe swdy dcpcnd.cd on a leSt and an cltcrCISC as the mode of collechng data. A LeSt and • 

l£ke·homc CXertlSf: wue aiveo 10 IUbJCCLS. The tcst was a page or In unpullcluJtcd 

pauqc liven &0 students to read and punctuale. 

Thirty (30) mlnYles were alloned fot [he teSt With subjects under IiInct SUpervision. The 

ru~ for c:booiUlI thiS PfO"dure was that. subjects had been taughl the use of 

puneD.llllon marlts In the firsl seme:!ltCf_ Students had wntten I good number of excrcls~ 

on lhc: topiC GIving Ihtm the puMF to puncrulte: wu then to IHt subJectI' kno"'lcdge 

onthcKk"nllflc.tlIOC1orpuncruanonmarics. 

The second CXClCIK wu an euay type qUCiuon. This was alw meant to t~1 .. ubJ~b · 

abcllty 10 wnte: on their own wing punctuation matb apptoprutdy. The: eu.y tOPIc wu 

"vcn to studenll II • take: home ellert:l1C: to be done over night. A 11 exercises were 

colUted II 11-00am the ro1lowlni momlng by the: researcher but wtlh difficult), 
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The Koong ul dlC rwo cxertlieS Wi» done focusIn, on aU enun ti l' punCluauon mart' , 

l c full )hlp. "OfTllnaj. colon . u :ml-CokMl. questIOn mark. hrphcn. dash. "..,enthC""l l ' 

capI12l1Ictter,aposttophe. quot.Jllonmark.ese. 

1bc rationale bc:h&nd tbu taIte·home eXetC11C was to allow subJcc15 10 feci relaxed h i df> 

lhc' CJ.CTCIIC. Subfc:cts would abo pwlCtualion nwks that were not caprurcd In the 

unpuncnatl:'d pI»Ilc. The W\puncru:ned pas.slac was on the use of make-up whilst the 

e..aYlOpIC",~~spc«htobc:\I,nttcn Lnscrtcdare 

&Muopuncrualedpassage 

iucomx:lverslOn 

Read the: foUo\/, Ing pauage carc-full)' and put In the needed punctuation ~rb , capll.1 

J....,.. 

lboK whu 'o('C nuuuni "'rong with mucup 8.IJUC: that nun must conllnue to Improve on 

JOdI crC,Illon clSoC wc would n:lum 10 the culture of the stone age we go an for the latc .. t 

WftKlQ 1m dress and dcconte our house: wby should women not palm lhc:lr lips or c .. en 

their bodies tel them makeup "c-Ighter" the beauty of women and IIvCi them the angelic 

bnahtncu &ODd Intended h., lban but lake the true disciple of hlmlC' (hit I am I "," DUltJ 

complain (0 m) uphdlilo &ad bas &I \1 tn you one flee and you make: )'OWK1( ~olher 

~ bouse: may look un(1I\I.Iohcd and dull but I do noc s« unpainted lips u,ly and 

Intomp~ on tile con&rvy. 11 n:1&Jns the Innocence &Od p vc: II I bcheve a woman who 

UIoC) mAke up prlmanly mlC'nds noibm, but 10 charm men 
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baldea I do nol know any reh&Jon that advoeaccs makeup emboldened by moseJ ' law 

devices of cWlntng while another one asked what hive: brought and white 10 do on .. 

chnl!tan wom;,tI f.acc why lhc:n 5hould ,1 woman perforate her ean. or nose or even J\ ..: 

b.u evc:n fm1"\I~ts supponus of women's ngbl would like women to avoid U~In~ 

makeup forthc) s.ay 1115 ooeoflhc tools men use 10 subdue women Insleadofywc:ldtng III 

thJI: male duu\ IntSI plg~ I,Ioutlld have ,hem concentrate on their looks and 50 r.1I e" .. ) 

prtyto thelrnpu beauty cannot be a subsril1.nc for hard work lheyhchcvc: norca" II 

creoltc self esteem no wonder they demonsh"llted so vehemently agalllsi beaut)' conlest III 

ammca In the 1960, e'lVIronmcntahsts and animals rights groups aiM) came up sirongly 

.plnsl tbe uSC uf cosmcltcs many hvmg animals and plaJlts 3rc destroyed every year to 

manuf.CtUre makeups 31ld thiS threatens the environment In 191!4 they pointed out 

tJlpcnmcnll were: conducted on no more than seventeen thousand living anuruls land 

plaau. III e~pcnmentJ for Lbe benefits of man surely II must be for some1htng better ,han 

(rQUn, mU:e\lPS to belutif)t I \\Umoln fece we should not deny OtIr children the beautlc, 

of MNn: JUSI h.:':3\i)C ).Orne women would like to have facellfis perhaps the mo:;.! 

unponant IlJWI1C'flt IPIMt womens u~e of makcup IS the mk. lU their hcahh over Ihe 

)'Ut'I women have been cau,uhllcS of cosmeClcs and Itlld pOlsonan& modem iClC'ntlSu 

heve .. emed thai untcr can be caused by dun bleaches and lwr dyes and mtehacl 

jICbon an teslIfy that halt spray ean cause harm Indeed usml makeup can be: 5*nful 

COIdy and deadly 
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(,ORttECr \ lR!!IIO:'ll OFTHE U'it'VNCTUATED P/\SSM.f:. 

R~[h~lolI""Hl ':p,l"'ioIie:catcfullyandputinthe:necdedpunclll.a""ncapltallrtte:n 

ThoK whu »("(: notblllg wrone with make-up argue: that man must contmue to Inlpro\C ,'11 

God'$ elUtion, ebe we would rccwn 10 tM eulNfC of the SlOne Ale. We JO tn for the 

Iillnt filShlons In dress and deeontc: our hou&cs; wby should women not pamt their II~ or 

even lbnt bodies' To tbern. make-up heightenS the beauty of women and liVes them th..: 

Bat bU the tnJe dlKlple of ih.rn 'C'f that I am, I would complaIn to Iny Ophch;J ''God h:u. 

.;va you OIl( t.::e and you make \!Oumlf another" Unpiunu:d hou5.cs may look 

eftaiIbcd and dull; but I do not sec unpamted lips ully and mcomplete, On the conitar)', 

" rctalDI Ibc Innoeenc:C God pvc It. I bcl.evc a woman wbo uses make·up pnmanly 

BaIda, I do not know any rthgKIn that advoealCl m.tk.c-up. Emboldened by Moses' I .. ", 

aaau-c the use: or ear nngs, one s.alnt forbade: • woman lu smc:ar her face With cnsnanng 

~ o( cunning. Whlk another onc asl<ed what have roup and white to do on • 

ChnIUIII womIn 's (ace Why then Ihould a woman perfor&le her ears or nose or even 

d)1:'hcr~l(t 

E"'en feminist... lUpt::IOf'tCrs of women'. ripu - would like women to avoid uslnl mate.. 

up: for. the) u)' II La one of cbc tools men u.se to nrbdue women Instead of )"ekilRI to 
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CHAPTER fOt K 

",,"AL'I SIS 01- DATA 

4.0 11\ I KOl)l CTION 

1luJ chapter ISo mamly devoud lQ the: analystS of data and InfOnMlIon from !oubJecb III 

~ of the: flee !:bat Infonnaaoa .... as ~ from the sub)cctl woo wert all HND 

INdcnD of the ~ polytechntc. the a.nillYSls looks at the subjects as one enoty and not 

bypr0a.nnvnc5..&.1 Indlc~tedlftchaplcrfWo(2) . 

The c~cr I~ d,\ Idcd 1010 the: foUOWIn& patti 

Rauluo(tettandc:c.cn:tse 

Dltc:\IU\unoffindmp 

~l ,I US OF TEST AND EXERCISE 

1M KnP'" (Of boc.b the leSt and me (xcrell( arc rwo hundred (200) In all. Ucb of them 

wu marked taking nolt of eacb pW\Ct\WJoo mark al I time. This particularly re(c~ 10 the 

unpWlCtualed ~ac For the es.Ay topiC, DO specific numbcn of the punctuation mark. 

wtft'rcrordcd The study tried tolook.t wbcthtrsubJ«tsused the vanousPUftCNlhon 

A) ~Utr:d In Chapter Two the INdy made ... of. test (an unpuncnulled pii"o..J,~cl (Of 

wbJlXts 10 punctlUle. An "M)' topK (~ ~pe«h) was 1150 81"en to )ubJcets to wnlt on 

plYIng .nmuon ((I the correci usc of punctUa1lon marks. The rC$ulu of the two exen:tICI 

1oR:ana1)'scdteparatcl)' 
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REsn.TS t"O ~~PUNCTUAT"O PASSAGE 

In the unpunclua&lId pus&gC' cht' roliewlR& puncNallOO marts were expetled 10 be fillC\l 

Que$otU.K1 mark 

Seml-culun 

Hyphm 12 

vu Comma~ 11 

CapllallC'uC'fS 40 

All an..IYUI or subJC'CU pnfomunce ror each or the pu.nc:tullton m~rks arc gl\cn ht'hl \~ 

TABLE I: Tm: FULL STOP 

48 6-10 48"1. 

20 II-IS 20% 

10 16-19 10% 

20 6% 

T .blC' I w,oV.'1 the nwnba" or su.bjccu and the: ranee of scores of full SlopS obtaIned m lhe 

unpunctuatcd PUUIC. The: pcn:C'm.lac number of wbJecu II put .PIRSI the fWlJe: 01 
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KOfn 1'\0 lubjCCl scored zero (0). \4>hn:b represents 0%. SUltan (l6) subjects ~lt l ('t: 

berween one (I, .d five (5) representIng 16%. fony-elg)H (48) scored between 6 - IU 

marks. rqm:,.enunl .ne/e. Twenty (20) scored between II - 15 marks. representing 2('-'. 

Ten 1101 s..:ored beTWttn 16 - 19 marks, reprcsennng 10%. SIX. (6) scored all twCflly (20) 

ac:oredbct¥>rcn 1 - IOmllksandIboul36%scorcdbetween 11 - 20marks 

TABLE 2: QUESTJO'; ~1ARKS 

seoRl: PtRL~NT AGE 
o 11~. 

12 12% I 
12 I 32% 

_________ ~1' ________ ~- __ 5% ~ 

TIbIc 2 U1tIbc.ata the dmnbuuon o(mNb acored for quesllOn nlilrks In the: pasu&e. 

Tbcft ~ t.tnc (3) question mark.5 to be Insencd In the pusaae:. Eleven &et of the one 

hutwtrcd subjects couJd not InKn an)' of the three (3) qUe&uon mark. rcpresm1lnl 11% 

fifty two (~2) sliCceedll:'d In IOSCnln& one (I) of the quution milrk~. reprtscntma 52%. 

thin) two (32) ..ubJCCls Inscrted NwO (2) qlie500n m~k. reprrsmtlna 32'Y.., whllac five (5) 

Sl.llbJCCUlnscrtc:dalllhrte(3)quc:suonnwlu,repI'e5en11nIS%. 
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TABLES): THE COLOS ( : I 

- .----t- "j 

pw.aF Ten (10, subJCcts 5(:ortd uro (O), reprc:sm1anl 0%, mtanlRl they could not 

INCI'I any of w three (3) colon, In the: pusa~. Fifty (50) lubjCCU. thac 1I SO% could 

aucn only on~ ,,) coktn; lturty - SIX (36). thai IS 16% lftJCT\C:d twO (l) colons and only 

r ABLE 4 : THE ,nil COLON ( : ) 

r~o6fsu~ 
, SCORE 

- IJ 0 

;- -40--; 1 

l 30 I 2 

! 
~5 I ) 

L 2 
I 

4 

I PI" RCE""AG~ I 
0". 

~: 

10'h I 
15% 

1 

- -~ "~ 

~ II ~I right pl<1cn Out oftbe hundred JUbj«\l. thirteen (lJ) could not IrucO 

nmorw: (I I oflhc: ICftlI·coIor., fq)r'CICnttftl il% Fony(.cO) Insmedonly one (I), thtn)' 
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uuc:ned two (2). fift«.n (I')msened three() and rwolUb)Ccts InSMcd all four (4) JC1111· 

colons These rq::wacnl 4~~. 30%. 15e;. and 2% respccu\'cly. 'The anll)'1IS ShoV.1 Ihe: 

aboul 8". perfonncd badly, sbowlnS sUbjects mablilty to I~ntl(y and Insert semI -colon) 

., the nght plKd ID the: pa.ua&c. 

TABLE 5: TIlE HYPHE:\ ( - ) 

i NOOFSUB)~ -------

I SCORE n~CENTAGE I 
o 201Yo 

Tabw: S sboWllhe KOft'S (01 tht Insertion ofhyphc:ns In the paUloge. There were rwel\'c 

(12) hyphms In III. l\wnty (20) scortd uro (0) represtrmna 20-;e; forty-five (4S) ICOrcd 

bnwtcn I - S. n:pruenlln& 45%; twentY-!ilx (26) scored between 6 - 10. repracnlmg 

2b% and nmc (9) scored bctwc:en 11 - 12, reprcsc:nl9%. ThIS means 65% .eored between 

O- S.lndJcaonapoorpuformanec 
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TABLE 6, THE COM\!A (.} 

Tibk b Indu:;aln the n\lmber of subJ«u and thetr scores '5 (ar as IMertm& commu II 

conccmcd 1\0 UlbJ«llCOred UfO (0). represcnhn, 0%; fifty-thrte (53) KOfCd between 1 

- S, rcprt"Knhn, 53%, IhtlT)'- four (l.) scored between 6 - 10. feprewnl 34%. ten (10) 

17 , rrpt'nCfIllrti: J%. The aMl}"ls .how 11\11 n% performed below Ayenge. 34~ • .Ihvh 

IVCRf,C" and only 13% performed well ihou&h better than the first five (S) punctu.tlon 
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TA8Lt: 7: THE CAPITAL I £ITER 

---- --- --
I 

~ERCENT AGE I 

46% 

r---'---~--')'1_'39'--+---'8~%---~ 

l.abl~ 7 II:'P":-.('II\) (he: acores for c"ntallcuen. Tbere wue ron)' (40) capltallt"c~ tu hl' 

IfIICf1Cd In thc P .. u.afC t'lio wbJ«t sc:orcd UfO (0). tqlfeKnttna 0%; forty·snt (-$6) ICOrtd 

bdween I - 10 rcpfC1oC'nllnl46,. •. thirty flO) ICOft:d bawccn 11 - 20, represent,,,, lO'Y •• 

lca (10) ICORd between 21 - )0 rqwcscnhnK ID""': C11h( (8) scored between )1 - 39 

Iht' In;JblII1Y or subJCcts co Identify lr'lnslllOnaJ POints t,., nhm the patla,r&PM I'ur 
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TABLE 8: \POSTROPHE (.) 

I PERCENTAGE 
, 13 ..... 

. ----- --10-- " 
I~/II 

i 
4% 

I 
2% 

Table 8 .how~ 1he scores for apostrophes In all five iPOSllophCi were required '0 be 

tnSUted In the pus,alC. l1urty (JO) subjects could 001 insen any of the apomophclo, 

rtprtSmllng 30"';': (ony-seven (47) Inserted onl)' one (1), reprcsen1ln8 47%: len (lO) 

U\Kn.cd r-...o(2) rcprescnhne IQ-/.; sevcn(7) SUbjCC11 IS ICOm! four (4) represcnllng 7"/. 

sc:on:, while I)". $Corro Olb<wc ncngc ThIS 5uuesis lhal Ihe over all performance here 

IS 'n')' poor. 
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TABLE 9: THt:: QUOTA TlOS MARK (" .. , 

iNC Of SUBJECTS , 
~ I SCORE l'lKCi;l'TAGl: I ~'·- -O-- SI". 

25 25% 

11% 

10 10% 

3% 

T.bk Q dl~f'Ia)'!llhe scortS (ar quotation marks 1'hert wen (oW" (4) quotlltion marts to 

be' 11\S.f'"~ Flfty-ont: (51) SCOlC zero (0) rcprncnllD& 51%; twetuy·ftve (25) scored Ont 

f I J rcpraentln" 2S%: clcYCtI (11) Komi two (2) rqnscnl1nl II %, len (10) scored three 

(l, I'e9"csenl111110%; and thrtt (3) scored.1I four (4) quot~IOft m,uk~. 'qM"cscntlng V 

A hip peru:nt.ac of subJ«U between 0 to 2, show Ihlt subJccl$ M\'C • problem 

<.l THE £§SA V TOPIC 

Subjects wro&c' an n.t.I)' on speech INrin",. The seanng s>"tern here Ii qUite dlffera\1 

&om WI or chc- unpunctulucd paSSlI!:. Whlls, the W'lpunclU1tcd PAUliI!: was scored on 

Ibe number o( tunes each punctUllion mark,.u UIed an the pass.gc. the: essay topiC: was 
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"~nLcular ;utcnlnX1 was I'ven (0 tbt IRtroducbOti of cbe eu.ay (Since II IS • ."ccch Jlld 

SecIIOlU or the: CSRYS of some subJccu Ill'C nOted and quoted. Some or me scnpu arT 

The \ucah .... Q ur a wnttcn ap«<:h usually demand the u~ of com~ to .sepanlc IhC' 

penonallllcslddrcued Mlllycandld.atcsabouI70 - 8o-"'dldnoceY'enbavevoc.ll\'e~, let 

rrwb correctly Below an: fWO e:umplc:s of some lUbJeclS' rsfl.l.YS 

S&qcc11 

"Mr. ('1I • .IInnan Pnoclpal ofmc ~,hools sNdentS ladu:s and 

ICflliemcn", 

"Mr. Chamnatl panel of Judps pnl\C'~1 fellow COnle~liIJll5 I sland 

here 10 orrer myselrlO you elecl me' ~ lhe nexi SRC presldenl. if I 

am dectoct u the PrQlGenI the ~h are I' 1 wlUlacklc Include 

Ind'Klphnc,J.lntllhonand wllCf" 

Apart from the' \ocatl\'cs. developmenl of POUlts In the body, also suffer the: MOnK use o( 

punc:1Uah\Jn nwrU. C$pCclaUy the: comma. A clear example" .wed below to Ibow • 

M1b,ecl who tncd to dc:ve:top a pomt 
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"I WIll rn.lke sure thalJ Jet to runnlnl ofWttS In the school. b«ause It 

IS onr of the problems. which I have DOted In dw: school. at lima II is 

no. .lIlhe tune thaI the :.c:hool . .1n even after 2.00pm when we: wanl 

Apm. subJ«!"' Itnowledae of the U$( ofthc: dash (-) 10 ltcpJ.ralc words is lnadcqUillC 

The few iubJetlS who .uempled uilna the duh to separate words did this Monaly. One 

clear cumple.\ the SCpar.lIIOfl of 1M word "Sanitation" The: subject wrote It as follows ' 

In lhe ConclUlthlrl. anochc1 subject. In an anempt to address the aucSienee: wrote the 

-Mr. OwM'mUI pnnc:tpal of the school lady's and gentlemen" 

Herr _glln Ibl) subject does not recognize: (hat commas art needed to sc:par4lc the 

~IIIIO Involved The we oftbe aposD'Opbe ( , ) il wrona1y used here Instead of the 

plu~1 "laches" thc apostrophe ''(ladY'I)"" IS u.sed. nUl Indicates the !i.ubJCct' lt poor 

kno .... led&eln'hcUlCofthtapostrophc{' }, 
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-'. l UI~( I "'!'IIU~ Of IUSEAR< H l' I~OI:"olGS 

lilt" 1n1C"lIllon u(thc-sNd)'w~ IU find " .. \ the followln, [rom the subJect.s 

a could ~ubJa.LS identify tM pliKCS where pu.nctuation rTW'k.! were to be Inserted 10 the 

paulS!!:? 

b. could they Insert the mlssmg punctuation marts al their nghl rtOlCcs In the passage' 

e couldthcy"nte(reely.onthelro ... n.usln,puDCtuatlonmarksCOITcctly? 

FftlfTllhe raulu or tile: two exercise pre.scnted above, one would say the responses ~.:ak 

b' 1bcmstlves. 1ne subJocu: do nol have adequate knowledge on tbe use of punctuation 

raarb.~a1IYlnoonllnuouswnhnB 

lbc faUowln, obscrv~tlons were made on the [WO eXerC'lsts: 

I The usc of the full SlOp IS on the whole madequate, but bener than the:: relit of the 

punc:N.tuon mark~ nus might stem from the: w.y the pasule was typcd OUI With the 

pangrapb,"~ well set 01,11 nus made mosl subjects 10 Idenuf), the full SlOPS at the end 

ofeac:hparaplpb. 

2 T'hcldenllfH:auonanduscofthecOI1lm.1ln theunpurn.:tultedpa.uascandtM-bUY 

are also u\adequate, Ioolung at me luw iCOre5 (about 87%), sconn, bcf"'cen I - 10 

OUI of 17 commu. The fae! LI aJ50 that commas arc not adequately tucd In Ihe euay 

Mlndle.tcdb)'tbce)'.m1plCJ,~I\mIn4 . labove, 

) SubJCClS a150 find it dtfficuil in Idcnufyms tbe colon and the !cml-(:olon In the 

unpunctu.atc.,Jpassage, NosubJccteve.nattemptedusinatbeaetwopu.nctultlonm.rk.\ 

 University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



In IhClr euays. even tbouab lhere wcre opporNmllC5 10 do SO The I,;omml ( • ) was 

mo510fttnu:.cdlorcplaeccolonJlndseml .colons 

4. 11K Ickntlll\,;.ilIiOn and IDe use oflhc hyphcn and the duh.rc. big problc:m 10 

5ubJClCI.$. The worum the passage lhat JUbJects could e&llly uknufy wu ··make·up" 

However, many subjects did not know thiS, baed on the resulb on hyphens. As for 

the dash, only one subJcCl used It the essay and it ..... as wrongly UHd in a word like 

~""rlltatlon~ The subject separated 11 as follows: "sannJI.lon" 

S Many !oubJC\'u could not IdeOllfy and use the apostrophe and quotation maries 

conectly. One or two subJCCU woo 8ttempfed using the apostrophe. for example, used 

II .... rongly. AsiodicalCdinlheresul1Sin4.I.bove. 67 subJects scored zero (0) For 

quoulIUl'l m.arks In the unpuncrualed passage, mdlcatlng .boul hllf(ll2) the lotll 

""",bcr of sub)ectI. The .postrophe also posed • big challenge to subjects. About 11 

w.bJccts scored between 0 - I mdlc.8lin& their .... euk knowledge In the use orlhe 

apo$uophc 

6 Parcflthe)f~ (bracket) sum to be • strange punctuation mark 10 most subjects. since 

1. SW,lOtU were more famlhar With caplt.lization than any of the other punctuation 

m.uk!o fbi ... wupaltlcularlysowitheapuallcnenthlt bepnparagr.aphsillndproper 

nouns. ~ capital lctT.et'l lhat however bepn sentences w1thin paragraphs were 

mGItIy U'lco~tly ,"sened In the unpunctuated passaae. In the usay, many subjects 

rttop\l7ed lhe use of capItal letters to belln SCQltnteS. tltcqK • few who lbll do not 
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pt,InctUiIIUonrnal't.l 

By means of • to( Mid M exertlSC the swely brouaht 10 hght that Higher N.IIOR.lI 

DIploma ,U~DI IGMknU bave • probkm tdc:nc1f'>,,"C punctUIDOn marks In wntkn lexb 

(..ten ~ JJC no( Jhown) Also tiley Mve • problem "'1"1 tbcIc punc:luallon marks 

Thertfurc. otdoqualc knowlcdae of chIS should hclp Communu:llion Sklll\ lecturer. ,I the-

communlcMMWI will In and outside the cluuoom. 1nc lUults of the test and exen:uc 

fwnhc:f rnul that It\adcnIs Wft'r: not laUpt tbc UK of tbac p.nctU"'0f'I marks It tbt 

..,... k\lel, o( cdUCAhon and thu could be the cause (or the poet' perform.nee of liND 

In ChIpItr Five of tlnl ~tud)'; su&&esuons Will be offered 10 help teacbers o( fint .. n,1 

ICC'OGd crete In\1UUOGNI and Commwncatton Skill, leCNren ofthc polytcchruu to plaC'f 

cmpb&5ols on the c.eacbl.na of puncNaUon matlel U1 tbeu" leuoru 
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Though IhcW' ~crc no! lhe concnns of the INdy. till worth menllO"u\~ Ih.Jt ,nrll l' , . 

cnors~arcdsollannll)'thAl.l~anaIYSlscannoteoncludcw'lhuull'<' lf1f'· 

OUI nus mlghl promolt Ntuf't' reselJ'th ,"CO the eauses for these error.l 

One: of the m(bl Klanne CITOt1 is the: omUSIOll or personal pronouns bcfore some ve~ 

For- uwance. 11 I~ common 10 ~ moil sub)ccu writing. "am & Srudenl ", II\5Iead of '" 

am J; sl\&dcnL .. AnolhcJ' cumplt IS "My name II Sadlk Abubakan and studying 

Aa:ounUnl in Ih" sebool", Instead of "My namc IS S.chk Abubakan and 1 am siudytn& 

Spellln' tn"On ITt also vtry pronounced 10 Ihe css.ys of SUbJCCh hamplc.s of ~U\.h 

IopClhn,mORnuClccdlRtht.scnPUiofsludentsLRelude· 

··f"mours"for"(oremost" 

",enlk'metu for "gc:nllc:mcn" 

(III) "FUt(ul .. tor"gralcful" 

(IV) "'posc"fOl-p05I" 

(VJ "trow" for "throw" 

(VI) -provecf' for "pn:mded" 

fhc'C:" .lnd .llol more: o( iuch cnorS recur In moll o(thc: bU)'I. 
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A gooJ numtKr of con.-OId C'1TOfJ alio appeared VI subJccu' CUI)'l. For ,"514I\4.:C .. 1 

IUbJttt .... rotc. 'The bond of contentton have aI slab: whether I mould be the S)(C 

presidenl or not " Tbr error htre IS "bond" and "have". Even the spelhn, of "'bonc" IS 

,.-ron, A SC(0fW cxample of coneon:l error is "The population of the SNdents arc now 

A".&m uml .. SIOfl of es.senl1al artll:les before nouns IS a common error In the e.u.a)'l of most 

,ubjC';':I\ For C'umple. 3 ,ubJect Wrole "I am young lady by name Akos". Insle.d of " I 

am a young lady by name Akos" 
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CH ,PT£R FIVE 

SUGGESTIONS I RECO;\1ME.'iD \ no"\js 

IYI H.OI1l:{ 'l 10' 

T'hc:I'ftIJorobJccuveofthlSsrudy asstatc:dlnchapttrooc.1510IlknllfYeTTONlMlheUK 

of pllftClualtOO marks In the wnl1en Englash of Higher l\alLonal Diploma (HND) sclKknu.. 

~I ~'K thtm and suUest ways of corrccttnl these erTO" 

In bodl pont ~nd In their own extended wnlUlJ. Tbe pWlcluallon rnarlu thai 11:'110 

~ludcnU find mosa difficult arc the usc of the hyphc=n. the apostrophe. the qlXMallllll 

rt1.Ifk\ (Oom sLn~h: and double) and In some "mlled ca5(S the most common ones such AS 

Ihe" full stop. tbe comma and the: questIOn mark. 

common flClOf I' lbc: f~1 th~n . natll form the basic 10 the tertiary level of educallon, 

ones like !.he full 'lOp, tm eomma ."d the qucillon muk !lftm to be the only Ones 

~. ElICft tbe VlnolU uses uflhesc: rnark.s arc hmlled to tbe fac! that full SlopS 

rnd KI1lmcC1o. commas ale used to separate. hst of Items when wnllf)l and the quelliOO 

mull' used at the end of quesnofll. Other UJeJ of lhete marks Irt not taug,bt to llUdmu 

 University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



For Ihc men \.llfli~ull mdrks lilt dw: hyphm. \he apntrophc. Ihc quollliion milrk . 111 -,; 

dub. J*lcnlhun. etc. Icachers ctlbcr conKIOUSI) Of unconsciously leave these: a.sp~I'" I .. 

&he $Wdentl 10 acq.urc In Iiller ILfe. Or tbc')' tbcm-.cl\ c\ JQ QOt know !.ban aod find II 

Unfurtunillc1y. leechcn 10 the second and tertiary tnstllullom assume Ih:ll 1!1\:. ; 

puncruauoo marks.. which are so basiC. would have been taue,t" at the: bulC Khool 11' \ 

AI iuch .hey cON«lct' It. complete wute orUme to teach the use orlbne pUOCnl.lIH,n 

m.art~ allkcc Irv~ls. thus makln, the student b&ncbappcd In thlt upecC of English 

Anther probltm l"e\Iuled .bout the usage of punctuauon muks IS HKonSI~lcn .. ~ 

Rerunn, back 10 Ihe Ilierarure reYlew In chapter one, one could clearly ite that mere a~ 

41ficrcnca 011 the 5pCClfic num~r of pu.nc:NlhOn marlts one needs to use '" une 

~ PICCC or wnhng. Whcreu some IdentIfy as many &J twelve (12) punctuatlOllS 

m.wb,Olbtntda'mI'yJuutbecndmarks(aboutthrtcl: the full SUIp,thcexelam.uon 

n!.ltt and lhe quC$llOn mart. wbicb \bey consider Importarn. Even In some pnnlcd 1t''{1 

uudcnu ICC dtfTcn:nca In tbt ute or punct\aallon marks. Thll confuses stu<knlS • ~H·.IL 

GeaJ end 11 II .bo • cause of stUGmtl' lDIbihty to UK tbese puncru.ahon m.ark~ 

\'n • bluer problem (ftom the researchers own obitIV.bon) .. the: c.hb~ or tc.&chcllOo 

who LCali:h En&hsh UI our ICboola. Due to me lack of quahfied trIAMd EnaJuh IC:Kbm In 

Chc ')"Item ..... ) penon who puICI through the fannal edUQlJon '-)'item. and In • way 
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p&Un hl!tibcr «dinar)' wei ('0' Level) or Senior Secondary School CcRlficatc 

I \JllllflJhOl"l (SSSCE) may be asked to telch Englilh. thiS I5jUmpiiOn Ihle "anybody" 

~.AtI tc~ch I ngh~h 1J • contnbvwry factor to tM lIlablhty of Srudenl$ to use punctuauon 

m~rk!..apprnrn·lC'1y 

The u.llbt"l: of "rudcnu .dnuned lIno lhe polyt«hlllc~ aJ!.o a..:..:ounl~ fOJ the poor 

pcrfonnlnce of snadmts In EngliSh. A gl~e .1 the admission fonn$ of srudenlS 1ft thc 

,rudc:n.ts. wbo ate either '0' level or SSSCE holders. who Obtained belween grade 0 and 

E 1ft the EnaJoo Lanpaae. The Sccl'eW1al Ind Manaaement students arc mosdy those 

who pu.Kd throup Seemanal Schools .ftcr eornp1mna Junior Secondary School arl\l 

10 I"n admlulun Into the: polyt«MIU Agam, Ihe mil)onty of the HND !.ruden!) III 

BoIplanp POlyt«Mtc and OIhtr polyt~chmc. ~ mostly them: who could not make It 10 

S.l R.t:.COMMENDATIONS 

Tht It\M1y wlshC5 to ofTer the foUowlna recommendanons for COmmUnlClhOn Sllih 

l«ru~1'1 II me counay 's pol)U'CbnJcs Thae m:omRlcnditions may also be UJC'ful to 

buu; and second cyc:le inatiruflon teKhut who tAch I:nghsh. HND. as well as other 

~nu who tud tbit work .111,110 benefit born 11. 

1 tommunlcauon Skills IectW'a"I In Ihe polytcchnlcs Should. as a maucr of flCt, 

comMkr 1QChlng punclU&tlOn marb to their students as they do Wttb Olhc:r lcuon.lo 
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nilS should be done coruldennl each punc:tUluon mlrk ;)s an em llv .tnd 1C':k'h.n~ 

2 TCacMB of basiC and sccood cyde Inwnmon sbouJd al.lO consider Icacblftl I.hc:ae 

~tlonmarkslleat1yaspoS$.bletocnablepupllsgelafullgraspoflhcse 

punct\l.lnonrnarksbe(orctbeyaaln admlssloomtotcrtiarytnStltullons. 

J The admiSSion boards II tbe COWluy'S polytechrucs should consider iMlml1t1nf.: 

"udcnl5 (Of the HNOprognmmes wnhpadc C Of Oorbeuer Instudofvadc E Ih., 

"'llIlct !otu(,k'nUi who Inlmd punuln, lhe HNO prugramlncs 10 be: mOC'e :Ioenou' ""II! 

<I MUll: pUlCII~C CXm:I~ on punclu~ulon marks should be liven 10 "udents e5pCClally. 

Hf\O $tudenls to enable them 10 eel a.cquamted With the use o(these marks. This Will 

also help them 10 Improve upon their commWll(:atlon ~kdl' both In and ouutdc Ihc 

5 Refresher CQUIKA; should allo be Of"8,lnlZed penochcally 10 updalC English lacheR' 

knowlcdaetnWNbJccl. 

6. for Ihi"c h:;)\7hc~ who arc madt to teach En&lisb becausc of lack of qualified 

!.tachcno of I nchsh. In-sen.'lce tralnanl should be given to Ihem 10 equip them ""II 

Iht' reqUISite knowledge and ml!'thodok>1Y to be .ble 10 handle the £:nghsh leslOn~ 

dTcctl\dy 

7, The syllabus deslgTIen of Commurucauoo Skill. fOr I~ counby'. polytechnic, 

~uld T(,,\.tJnsuier deSI&r!In& the .yllabus to reflect all uPCCIJ o(the l:ngh\h 

lMlpaase. mcludln& the In-depth teadung of puocru.hon marb, 
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8 All punclu.llon mutu should be 81vm equal tfutrnml 'in h:3ch(~ ,houlct ck .... 1 .. \ 

from radun" only the mos.1 common ones such as full stops. commas, and qua1l0n 

marks ben though rhC'sc common ones.ve taught.lhcy are truth In it limned ("nn 

For example. srudenu are only taught that full slop. arc used to end complet!." 

efC? 

9. ~ other cnors IUCb " apellings. concord. the omiSSion of anlcles and p('l'lonal 

tducI'Ion 10 hclpsrudcnrsoulofthc problem 

10 ParaIDP.IIPIII also noted to be a bl, problem for ,tudtnts. nUl should be handled 

well so thai SNdcnll' communt~rion iklill can be enhanced both In and oula.de the 

<w.room 

I I. Tat books and Ol.hcr matcna.ls thai treat rUnC!U,lIlOn 111.1111;.. • ..11 well IS spelling. 

toneotd._. sao.Jdbc'ptOVldedloschooll.e.PCC:llllythepolytechnICllocn;l.b1c 

both tc.chcn, and uudcnlS 10 USC them (or t~na and leamina. 

12.1bc Communu.:atlon SIuILs course should be ole-oded to the second year of the 

polytechnic programme". to enable lecturers complele the syJlabus 

5.1 Sl\li\1AKV I CONCLUSION 

Thesrudy hal Ween Icarcfullooi: M errors In the \J.lC ofpunctulilon nwkl in the ""nnen 

Eqluh or 1t\.IdcQtI, particularly Hlahn NIbOnlI Diploma (HND) students b&scd un it 

case study of the BolptatlgJ Pol}'\edanlc. To Khlcve IU obJecTIve. the study sampled 

thoulone hun4Jred (100) 5l.1b)CClS OUI 0(. lotAl population ofaboullwo hundred and 
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C1i1h'-scvm C2X7, studenu 11K :,uhjccU were umpltd across (he Ac:C'ounl.III .. \ 

\1art;clln)! Slau",H:.$ and Secrc.t'r)'\hlp and Managc:mml propammtS 

The lubJC'CLS wc:t'C pvcn a test on an "npunctuated ~u&e 10 punctuate. An es.uy h'fll .. 

w •• 110 gl\ cn 10 students 10 wmc on 'Th.e: aim of the test Wti to find out If ~ubJ('~h 

could 1MC11. punclUaUon mutt.s conedly In the passage The eMly tOpiC was a c;a",pa,~ 

~ at • SlUCk:ou: Reprncnl.ltlvC' CllW\C11 (SRC) cltctlOQ. This ~galR. was rnc.aru to 

The resulu of two CXCrtISC'S "'ere scoRd and IRC results pres.ented aBel analyzed . The 

rindln" ;iHC thill there IS complcte lack of knowlcd,e In lhe use of .arne punctu.hon 

marks by ItUdc:nIS both In the Wlpunctuated PU!IIiC and the ClUY IOpIC Those 

punl'lUIUOrt marks thai mKkntJ found II difficult to Identify and ute wen': colons. semi · 

~u l "fl". h)-phc:n, . quotation marks. the dash and exclamallon points:. The full 11.01'. lhe 

C'·.C'n 1f1ougRIRC'lcwerc:sllll.(cwproblcm,withlbcsclOO. 

The findlnll .15.0 revealed tbatSNdc:nu .Ito}u'c ptoblcnu ofspcllinp. concord. the vsc: 

olarbCka.cbcw.eoftbctb.ttdpcrsonslngular,,·crbsandevenparaJf&Phlni l1\(sc necd a 

cI~ loo~ II b) bolh rescarchc~ and English Lanauaac teacheR 50 that students CAIn be 

helped ~t o(thl."5C: problems In order \0 enhance dfccdn communlcallOn akin, of thctc 
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Iht'rc)'c')h.her oJfIlhl5 nole. 'WIJhcs to Slale vel) clc.ul) Ih.lI.IIUJStudYIS nollnllny\lo.) 

nhauWvc and therefore liVes room ror rul'\her resean:h hen the stud)' IIscl( IIi open ror 

reVlt"'Io byanYlOtc.rC5ledpcn;onorIP"OUpofpersons. bUtwllh obJtcuYlly.lalJo wish 10 

stale that the othu errors discovered In the work of $CUdcnlS such IS the spelhng. cotK"ord. 

umlulon of ametes. wrona UIC of me third person SIngular verbs. paragnphlO& Dnd olh~1 

""h mono ~Id be a great concern for Eng.hlh lAngul¥,c leachen .t .11 1c:\~ls of 

cducauon 10 Ghana. 
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-\pptndh 2 S.U1lpltd worked scnpts of"'b)CCU on 1bc unpuntrualtd passage 
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.,' \1:.) :.C:-: l(.:hlng '. \ r''')~ \'lilt!} r n!.,',,;, II ~' I,' II.,,' 11.11: fill!;,1 ..:UI1II : ... 

, , ,'\, .,r. g,('IIjs ereatt\.,~ ;:bc we wU:J'J ·e:u·n t\ li,~' ,uhur..: uflhe '-1\,:11.' 
~~. "'. ~(I ':1 for thc.. !:llest t::S!llons in f1re~5 31ld OI!CUl'alC our houscS;\\ In 

'! "N"('n net poiinl lhcir lips or ·:\' r.'H-iheir Jii» or even thclr bOu l.. \0 

. :.<e~r hCIJhle!1~ :he bt:d.ut::- of women ap.d gives them th~ 3n~ch ~ 
.t ~,,·,':5 god l,l1ellcieu for llit'm ~V"" 

.~:;~::~~:SJ;:~~~~~~ ~~~~:ta~~~~~::~~~I~~~~;~:I~~: ': 

. ':'~'~:~UJ~~:,:re!~~ ~~::~~~ !~!~I~sU~~edi~:~:e~:~~II~':',~! I ~ 
1"0.,,':. 1. ol..,.oman who use~ makeup primarily intends nothing but', WI, 

,'n 1§" " 
b:!,":de:~-ao nll' knO\.l, an~ religion that advoctlt(s makeup I.!mhol( 

.. ,', Io.\\' .lr"'nst the use (" 1 ur ring~ne saint forbade a woman hi .. 1;1,' .. 

'\I ::1': '''Ih ~'n~n:m\1f, d\!\ICCS of .:unning whil~ anothtr one askC'd \\ '~,': 
""','" "nd w:llle 10 <!u on a chnllotia.'l '''oman face why then ~hou!J .. 

'", It: her e~U'S or nose or even dye h,.r iJ..I1I " .... 

, " ",", ,lIppur.ef'1 '''Ifwrmct~C; nght! wuu~.1 iI~,~' \<1. 0111\:" I ... ,', 
',.;'"" .. ;: : ,,' [hey .iay I! i., one: 0: ':'C' l00i\ lI~en u~c Ii) \':t j,l~ \\~'I:, .. 

",I~':\,J ,/ ~ H:lding to !.hat mole .;hau\ mist plg~ would h;lvc lhcm tont.I':ll: .I~, 
" ': . .:., ,)oklland so f.U eAS) prey tco their rights hc"UIY COlnnol be :._ 

','l\lUle for hard work they believe nor can it crtate self eSteem no W(oCld~1 
"·:,III(,t ratnl :.0 v.:hcol7'cntly ag;tin:.i r.eaul) conte!'t in am~r1ea in t!l,: 

.. , '~' :"Icnla\&~t:> and .lninlol right~ groups also c;tmc Lip strongly agdln,, : 
: .. v. I~ ~(Jsmeucs m3ny livina animals and plums are destn1yc:d CVt'1 

" tv 111.1"uf3.~(lIre mAke"'rs and thiS threatens the environment €. 
~ '~ II:~ J),.y pointed 0'11 experiments were conducted on no more ,hln 
., .; ,:~n thousand !iving dl'Umals and plants 10 experiments for tl-• ..: I~':I',"':II 
, ,',:tn ~'.: .(' y I: IT.u!.~ ee for somethin~ better than cr~allnij makeups l' 
t.I!..!I!) ~ % (,(T' •• "S rACe \~ should not deny our children the hCLUlle~ (I ' 

:" I~O i"": k." u .. e ,some .... 'omen would lik~ to have' (acdifuC-' 
,*,tI3PS InC' most Imporunl argumenl agamst women~ usc or makeup I' I." 
, 1 Ihe _r health over the years women hllve been c3~ualties of C:('I\" '~'\ ~ 

~ .,,: r 'I: ~'r":;'lg modem scientists h!\Ve warned that c.;.IIIc.;cr C.1I1 h\.' ~ 

• ,"~t 'I::'!::~! ~~~~:~C,~~~ :~~:~ ~~k~~':):~17: ~~~\I:~I :t;"" I:l~":~'_ 
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I!e-.d the folkiwinJ: p:"u~c c.r~ru"nd put In ,h~ n~c:dw puncIU:l,.,..,lnl.lI l .•• 'I '" 

IcUe" 

"'fio~c v.~ '.(' se~ r v l !ung wlon~ with n:,,1 _ •. II~U .... J. tl .: ~ .iI. tli . 

• {'n,' .. 1'1' G,·.'i (.rC3110n elo;,c \\C W I\\I 11; 11 11 0 1.1 .... • .ull ,JI ..... , 
.', f! CO 11 1 I' ,r the latest fashions to I . .. ;Jnd dccur.nc OU' huu... .... \' . 

'Ifluld women not paint their hp~ ~ or even Ihell I",dl;' 
. \ :m. makeu? heightens the be.uty c r., I ve~ Ih~m th ..... tl 

,rl;tneSs sod intended fo r therr(!., 
f). .. l:ke !M: true disciple ofhamlel lh :1 I .\111. , .. llu l ' o n'· · I," 

1.,11 ,1 J! ,1d h3:! 8Jvcn you one race .llltl ~ O\l make ~our :od l .111111 1 I 

.. t:·;:. r.ted houses may look unfinished and dull but I do 1101 'l:CI.! lII 'p .1 

". 'Jgly and incomplete on the contrary It retains the IMocencc ~Utl ".1\ " 

!:" \': a woman who u~es makeup primarily Intends nothing built ' .. h.I: :,. 

~l~c:s,{ dC' ;Jut ic.no w any religion 1hal ;tdvocalcs I1 Ii\k cup I.!I 1l hUit".·II~· d I', 

,T" . ~(~ iaw agam:r:t lne usc or ear rings one saint forbade a woman to sml.!:u 
•• ,1 f3ce ",-ith ensnaring devices or cunmng while another one :"!sL:ed w h:"!1 

\ 0: rough and white to do on a christian woman face why then .should :' 
. '~!ru.n perfORtt her ear!. or nose or e\ en dye her haite:, 
.':;.:.e-n fc·mnlslc; surroners of womer: .. n ~' h! \ would like \ .... ' lnt·l : ,,, .1' " 1\: 

• ... ;..Cl. p (0' Cl I('Y ~ .J ~· II isonc: OI IIH: ' •. ~ ,:~ men 11 ) (: 10 s:!l' , ! .: ~ " 

. • lor ,.r " ,e ld'II !' : .. t l:.11 m.le chaU\'lIl1St )111;) \ ~ .-.: I I \l ., .. .. c l hc r: . ~ " 

-I." .11 ;. 1 ~,) (all c,lSy rrey to Ihcl r lights bc.n: I:-- C UIl1(11 ;"'" 

r:l u'~ :~ '~:~~~~ :o~:~~:~e~~li~e;:3~~;( c:e:~t;r:~~eSs~I:·.~~~~~~r:~. , .. , 

: 'II ~ nt .... . '!· .\!uJ. 1 .. ,1 nght!- ).!. roups 31so C3me up :-.U" · 

f ·;:; .. ::;i~:~~:::~~~~!~E:=~~~=~~~~,'.';':~ ': ... 
'. :' , ..... tt.ous .. nd !i\'ing "nim3Js and plants in experimcr.I" ; 
.. I:.~·: y i l l .,.. u~t he for somcthin~ better Ihan crcall llc;, In.J k .... 

- :.; .. ;l. : ~ .1 ~C'm3ns (ace we should not deny our children the beautl l: :" : 

~'~;~1~~tth~~:~ i:;rt:;~;u:,o;~~ ~~~~ :-:~;:SC~~~m~:ur I~ Ibt• 

I' .... '0) Ihei. health OVer the yean women hive been cUu=Jlties of c " ~n : ~'I I ~ 

.! : < : .u ::,~~;,:~~~::~:'\::~::~E~~~~~~'~~~~:~::~;,::~'·:,~I ~~ ~ " 
•. !..t ., - --::--
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'i1lose who sec nothing wrong wllh 1lt, 1 "~'I-i' \r~ul: ' h.1t 11:_::1 1\1,,-1 "I'U:III':,,' 

II-'"ro'le on ,ods crcauon el~ we ~' "uld rC'lurn leI the: l';ull l1ll.' "Ih .. - ,:"I.~ 
J\~C wc gt) In for the latest fa.shl(ln~ 111 d rt:!lo" ;\r.d d eCOrate .. lUI housl,.'''\' ''' 

II!) ',J women not paint their lips ~ their hps or even their bodlCIi h ' 

r:7 ;::~~~~~~~:~; ~:;~i,,07d}iveS them the angelic 

~ :110.. ... I~e al~ l ple ofbillTllcl :hall.ni~::\\'ould ..:omplOiIl h'lI_\ 
:-bc :-..ct·d nl$ g:ven you one flce and you make ~"ursc il _lnelIlIC' . 

~;:>ainled houses may look unfinished and dun bUll Jo not s .. ·c Unr·I,'"", 
1;.~U&iy and incomplete on the conlra~lains l~C mnocenctIsOo ~.I\ .. ' I: • 
1 xlievc a woman who uses makeup primarily Intends nOlhlnK but to .. han ll 
'llt'I-{9 ./' 

sesi~e~~Jo not know any rehglon th31 advocates nt..tkCLoP elllbuIJ~"I"" 
IH.),C:~ I .. " Igam,.. the usc of ear nng~ne ~aanl loroadc • WOIn.1n 10 ~l1lc,I' 

' I.t l : racc- ,vith ensnanng devices of cunnin"""h,le 3110lhl:'r onl! a~ l.. ("u \\ h ,l' 

:uv~ IOOgh and u,.hllt: to do on a chnstian woman Clcc-Wly then should .1 

r'l; lf: 11t:,:,forate her cars or nose or even dye her hai~ 
I- _ f,.,U n ISts "'Jpponers o(wome;::ls rights would like \\ OlllCI, It' ,s' 01111 

,;,. ; u~ I,y Ih~y sily it is one of the loo ls men u)(' tn "ul)(]u l.! \\ ,':11CIH 
.. cld ng to that male ch3u\llnls~lg!. .... ould hav~ thl."Jll CUlIl,.cnlr .. lt: 

- ~. uul..!. .. nd S(I fall easy prey to their ngh~:t ul) cannUI I' .. ~ 
• ..10 S111ute for tw-d work they believe nor can it create self esteem no wonderA' 
they demonstrated so vehemently against beauty contest In omenca In the 
l 'JcV.t:"; 

"- crVironm,.nL1hsu "J1d l.I}lmal nglns sroups also catTle up sirongly agalOst 
l'lco ' ... f.'"!.I1 r.o::mcti~y hving animw and plant.:.. ar..: dc~tro)'ed ':VCr') 

e lr :u ma lelaClure m:\ke«.lps and thiS threaten! the en"lronmcntc 
- ;,.t 't tIM t.'1C) point'!a \JUt experimcnti wcreconduc..tcd nr: no more ttl In 
:. ::r.ICl',l :housa."'td !iving an:mals and ptanu In expcnment~ for the t. ncoli~" 

n,ln , ure!) I: mJ:;1 he for .)C)mo.!th iug beuC'r than cre3\,"~ mJkClll~ " 

!.r~ • ·Aom:.r,~ (:a..:t "' ~ sho~ l d not t!en ~ (lur c!lI ldICI' li-,,- b~ 
_ 1 1... ~-,USt ba:aulIOe S,,;'lle \\;onlcn .... nuld like 10 have; ta(;clli h • 

··~;::.~S~~i:~i:~~::~;~~~E:~~~::': :::::;~.~,I' .,": 
I ." DIt!aCl1~"lnd hair d \ eI Jnd 'n ... 'lacl Jac-kson can fb lll) ., ,I 

I ,r. C3USCO han" mdecct J:; III,!II .... l'Up ~.I" he: .... 'mlul .. ,,!io1 
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~ '.1' !\cenNh'ng wr('lng With nl!'llt:"': 'r •. I;;:':':\! I! .\1 •• 1.1111"11, 

,T!,:ro, e vn lPd~ crealion else we would rcturn to lh ... t.:ultu~ ... vi : ... ~ 

.. 'A~,~ ;'~I:e~o~~~!~~~~~~::~s in dl"'~~, and tde~~;:::~e~~:~:~":," 
';'II'" ',:ll:ttJp heightens Lhe beauty :-; fwl~:r.C!n 3ml j.'"lVC" • ... em thc ~Tl~·I·I ... 
. "'",,~od intended lor th~ _ 

!:,. .. I,,.; l lbC: true disciple oNfamlct tha':- n;i. tuld complair. ~, ~II 
6r"li:h';tod has given you one (ace aOld ... • .. " yourself ar, fII~~ .. ::~ 

~ "~~::~~l~:~~%~:r:~~:S:~I~; :~!¥!U:~edl~~:;e~:cl~~I~IlI.'·:~".~ ," .. 
I i .. 1:,.·,e :1 wC"m~n ."'.,., l! "'C!f m3ki!'up primurily intends nOlhmr, hut U',' ,H 

~·.d,:\;ido not KnOW .lny religion th.U .IC\,OC:JI": !t 1:1~"""':ll~ 

';g~2}~~::~:~~I~~~??{~~;~~~~~~:"'~;::: . 
~~~n :~:~~~:~a~~~tOl~ :~;l~~~~;~:~\~~:~ ~~~\:~\'~~~~I:~':' ~:.~",.;", . 
. r •. ;. ;.. Ir YIC"Jt1mg (0 'h;l1jtnnle chauvini st 'pig~)(ou l«!jlJve them c"n..,;~n:r ,n .. ,: 

, :.;, .nd so r.dl d~ prey W Ih":lr nt!ht~ll1ty c~nno' No • 
. h)r tw'd wo, ~h~y believtr1l.)' cln it CI .. · .1·1" self eSlc('~' ,~ 
')nunted ~t' ... ..:hcrnendy 3S:'lins l bciluty '(,,,t n'-At·· 

C ', , ., : ncr,tallsl~ and ;tnimal rights groups :11::0 (:'1m/,.' up !o' lrnn~l y ,J,c.:l . '),,' 

" • ;~r.: \0: .. :-t!o'meuc~ny livinganllnals and planu; are Jesll o~cd ':\'-':1) 
,·:n :, lCInu(itC1Ure mak6-Ups and this th re;ncns the cnvir.'mncn: ... 

l' : os,4jlncy po;ntC'G ou1JixperimC"lltc, \¥"ere conducted 0:\ IlIl II!",,' 1 .. ,1, 

• n:t'cn (lInU ia!"\~ II',' ng animals 3ntl pl.!nlS In eltperimcnl5 ;.1, 'h.: 
.. ;),,-;...41~ IOoJ!!:l lie IU I,..lIomethi,l& be:1I":1 th3n I.f~JIII\I? m,,;',T.;1 

'.t;J; .:r" · ... ,omftrt's fal.t!.\NC" should not «.Icny our children the bC'.n.I!,,'" ,,' 

.~~~~~~~~~;t;;,··"., . 
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. ho sec-nothinG wrong with m.1'ebp 3rguc lh:ll mall mil" U 111:11' I 
~,., I! onlod~ creation else: we would retum 10 the cullu,,,, C'lllh:·~:. 

1r.;.~ go in for the latest fashions in dress and decorate Our lu)uM'" \' I, 
.,tu ld wo~n DOl patnt their lips ~ LJ even thclr oo.Ju: .. '.iC. 
~.~ mak~~ig.h'cns the be-au:y rot women and 81\ ; $ them the 311 ;' ('!h. 

i.;~l~:~S.~ tn:t~;i~.:~:'~,;·~;.t th.lt Ltll~~Ou ... 1 ~ omrl'l1i1 til 1lI\ 
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