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I N T ROD U C T ION 
(ifJ",~ 

There has been scarcely any school in Ghana 

today which had had so much educational facilities 

and so many privileges bestowed on it by the government 

of the then Gold Coast as thirty-two year old Nsawam 
fO""lv1r 

Road Primary Boys ' SchoolAcBlled Adabraka Government 

Primary Boys ' School and now one of the Accra MuniCipal 

Council Schools . From my inquiries conducted through 

the school ' s Log Book, files and other records ani by 

personal contacts with the present headteacher and 

members of staff, old headteachers, old boys and bodies 

who hqve had connections with the school, (the Ministry 

of Education and Accra Municipal Council) I found out that 

the school was a model infant school built by the 

gover~ment and served a very useful purpose in the 

educational scheme of the Goverrment 0 Ghana's pre-

indeper"ent days . 



CHAPTER I 

HISTORY OF ADABRAKA 

To tell t he history of Nsawam Road Primary Boys ' 

School , it is most appropriate to start with a brief 

history of Adabraka, the area in which the school is 

situated. 

Round about 1 912 , Accra was mainly the James Town 

area stretching towards Christiwnsborg (Osu) and westwards 

towards Korle Lagoon . The northern- most points looking 

from the Post Office were just a little north of the 

Railway Station and the Police Barracks Which was bUilt in 

1016 . The part of Accra now called Adabraka was then 

nothing but part of the Accra plains . It was formerly a 

pi~ce of fertile grassland well watered . It therefore 

became the grazing grounds for the Hauss community in Accrre 

who owned large flocks' of sheep and goats . People went 

there to buy Ule sheep and goats and it became a bargaining 

centre . While bargaining with their customers, the Hausas 

who did not speak much of the local language used the word 

"alebareks" to signify disapproval of the bids made by 

customers. Later , it became the popular bargaining word 

"for both seller and buyer . (The word is sti 11 used in 

that connotation today) . By and by the area was associated 

wi th the worri till the place became known as "Adabraka", 

corrupted pronUl1ciation of "alebareka". 
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The early twenties saw increased expansion o~ 

Accra and this graz:lng area rapidly grew in to a: suburb 

wi th the name Adabraka. Today, Adabraka is now more part 

or Accra proper than a mere suburb. It has very quickly 

~vAloped into a busy centre. Today, the Hausas whose 

~+erpr1se has given the plAce its name still live there 

ani practiee the~ trade. But the grazing grounds all 

having been taken up by the expansion, their ~locks are 

now reo.uced greatly in number and size and they have to 

feed them in their homes, compounds and little remaining 

petcfles o~ grass. 



CHAPTEll II 

EARLY HISTOEY OF THE SCHOOL 

The Nsawam Road Primary Boys ' School is a double 

atI'eam school in Adabraka situated at the Brewery Road 

junction on Kwame Nkrumah Avenue. 

Formerly the school, undoubtedly one of the very 

b~st inf'ant schools in the Gold Coa st . was known as 

A,iabraka Government School. It was the implementation 

ot the Acceleratpd Development Plan which changed the 

nam to Nsawam Road Primary Boyk' School in 1952. 

By the mid- twenties, Adabraka had become so populated 

thqt it was necessary to provide a school in the are~. 

By that time, pupils in that area had to go all the way to 

Jam<s Town Government School. The Government therefore 
sc..h.ooi 

bllil t Adabl"aka Government"" designed to be a model Inf'ant 

School. The building was put up by the Public Works 

Depart'Jent . The school actually came into being in 1928 

und r the headteachership of Mr. B.C. Arday Fio. In August, 

1Q "9, ti'e school was officially opened by Mrs. Slator, wife 

of His Fxcellency the Governor. The school started with 

bo 1u 1 classes, Inf'ant Classes ~ and IE and Infant 

Classes 2 and 2B. These were continued from year to year 

until classes reached standard One A and B. Pupils then 

left and continued at the Rowe Road Government School -

now Rowe Road Middle Boys' School . In fact James To~n and 

Adabraka Government Schools were meant to feed Rowe Road 

10v l'nmsnt School~ 



As already, stated, Adabraka Government School was 

designed to be a model Infant School. It was put under 

the supervision and management or Miss L.M. Tucker, a 

Froebel trained Infant Specialist who was an Inspector 

of Schools (as Education Orricers were called) in the 

Department of Education. To this zealous lady the school 

owen its high standard and prestige. Miss Tucker was 

60 81lccesBrul that it very quickly became the pride or the 

Department and the Government, receiving visits rrom almost 

any important person who happened to be in the country as 

tp~ guest of the Department or the Central Government. 

The school was starfed with experienced infant 

t~ach~rs picked from the existing Government Schools. It 

W~6 looked upon as a privilege to be on the staff. The 

school started With four certificated teachers and a non­

te chi~g Principal-Teacher - as headteach~rs were called. 

Mi B L.M. Tucker visited the school at least twice a weey. 

Her vistt!' wers not only supervisory but she often gave 

"lemonctratton lessons in sub ject teaching and the use of 

pieceI' of apparatus. The school had special funds for the 

provision of apparatus. There were therefore may kinds 

(>( ieces of apparatus which made the running or the school 

on the principles of Froebel a success. The school was 

therefore so succe!"!"l'''l rl~ht from the beginning tret as 

early as 16th Decembe n , 1Q?9, Dr. J.B. ~anquah wrote in 

t£e Log Book after a vi~it: "The Princlpal-Teacb p p has 
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1 vit~n m~ to write in his Log Book and I feel I can express 

m. f",elings in no better words than these: That I envy the 

":hllCJr~n of this school for the great advantage for system-

'lc education Which ha~ be~n brought to them . The children, 

ne and all seem to be happy with their work and they seem 

tfl "n joy being in the school . One could almost say the 

('flildrl"Jl feel and look as if they were just playing and not 

1 ~r'lng ••••• fI 

I,U:e the other schools in the count.ry, Adabrakl'l 

Gt"V rnme'1t School had the school year divided into quarters. 

Tr i~~t atarted in late JaDuar~ ~d lasted till 18te March 

flr 'lnly Anril when the school closed for the short East",r 

hfl111av . It re-opened again in April until the end of 

J '''') the m1d-ye~r holidays lasted for four to five weeks. 

It ' -"lmed ir> parly August ... nd broke off again in early October 

for another' flhort holidsy". School re-opened in Oc tober 

• C 1 06 1 fInRlly for the Christmas holidays in Decpmber. 

wrn uarte"'lv tests in the school and promotions were 

ill or the> recn,l+g of e"am1nations and claRs\V(wk by Miss 

T'l ,1 r ... rd t h" Pr1nc ipal-T"'acher. liIThe mayimnm n",mber o f'. 

11 1\ r clRsB wa~ thirty-eix p"l'il c , 

The school had organised P8rpnts ' nay celebrations, 

"i yea" 1 y Art and Crafts Exhibitions inclndinf' classwork 

, act.ing n1' playso The Health D~ys fell on the ~lrst 

)}'1 1 'Y ~f each se[1001 month. There were hea 1 th talks [':i ven 

b iii membf'r 0" 8ta~f' , the mRnager "r an iI'vite<'l guest • 

• Tl'>ll:' Will' not "trictlv R<,h""'e<'l to a" is shown by or'e of Miss 
1'1.'c' t'~ 1 "TIt'iea 1n the Lor- EnOl" , See chpl't p r thrpe, "O"ge 8, 
') rn',.,.,"ur thrAf' . -

"'hE' l'rC'sl'nt hsadteacher explains that the reaSOE was due 
t, th'" r ct th3.t there wera at ti'1l8S the difficulty 1)1' ['wP"'n­
P.l '1+ ('I.,. ... P-i ..... i,...' ~ transf'err. r1 -:111riDC" sC'bcnl +f''''''f:l finriill[" 8:cc0mmo1.­

t l ,,'1 iT 'lr'vof the sch"o's f':>r t.hf'i~ chilr1'cn • In +ha t. ~'l P, 

t-}-, ~f""iqlS hal to r€'n0~t t" t.he )p"a~t'Jl"l t th...-n,,.,r ~hAi~ 
l o.'~ R7'o. t 1v"n t]-e T)pl"Qrf''J.'''nt m''''0i+t";." ecn i'1t~e ov"'r thp 

+ .. "'r'1 +- .~ v:t·ln1,~.,., of en V',..,lment .. 

(t> "rt<"tHI'" 1s appllc8ble to<'l'lY \Vit.!' t'le ap?""Yal "f 
h 1] ... ) tT> ct '::1~1 ("(ttl)!1 Cf'ii CPT' \ 
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The talk was followed b y practical activities . Miss Tucker 

~lst have taken a very keen interest in these health day 

activities , for t he Log Book contains regular entries of 

np~ visits on such occasions . The Parents ' Day and yearly 

exhlbitions att racted many people including His Excellency 

th Governor himself and important persons and high- ups 

f ttl" varioUll government departments and of the community, 

in Arc~a and up-country > 

The Project Method must have been extensively used. 

p,.,. the' Log Book recorcs many instances of' this when children 

vl'Jited centr"s which were recorded as being the main theme 

in th work of certain weeks . 

As early as 1930, the school was being utilized f'or 

improving the standard of ilea ching , by the Department. 

The Log Book recorded on 6:10:30 "There was not the usual 

Hpnlth Dny cleaning activities on account of' the new activi­

t1 s programmes in connection witr the Visits of' Inf~t 

School TpB.cherb of the Accra district to this school during 

this mOflth . " 

By this t ime , it was clear that the proper f'oundation 

for thf" development of a model Infant School to serve the 

Depnrtmen t 1lI10 the whol", country in the f't eld of educ ation 

11 i been well and truly laid. Unfortunately, the head teacher­

hip ot' li1ro Arday Fio who had done so well in laying this 

f'rn"ation came to a 'lre.matic end . For it so happened 
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that one arternoon , Mr . Arday Fio was late to school and 

Ml 8 Tucker who was already in the school terminated his 

po'rtment Ba the Principal- Teacher rorthwith. Thus 

ra ttp end or the brief but successrul work or the first 

h cher or the school. 
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CHAPl'ER 3 

THE GROWTH AND PROGRESS OF THE SCHOOL 

Mr. B. C. Arday Fio ' s place was taken by Mr. C.S. 

, but he vms there 1'or only one year and left, having 

flour-ed Ii' higher appointment at the Pl"ince of Wales College, 

1 •• Achlmota College . He was replaced by Mr . E.N.V. 

n~ aye who was transferred from Rowe Road Government School 

'Vl, became the Principal-Teacher from January, 1931 to 

[)e mber,1942. He was later made an Assistant Education 

He is now on retirement but has founded his own 

Ilch 1, II. Middle School at Alagyo, a suburb of Accra near 

the 1'irst rail-road crossing on the Accra Nsawam lorry road. 

The standard set in the previous years by the sohool 

wa jealously guarded by the Department and maintainsd. 

"'>t Log Book contail's recordS which showed that apart fnom 

!.Ii Tucker's superVision, the school was constantly visited 

b" Inspector~ of Sohools besides the normal school inspections. 

MiNI Tucker must have been very thorough in her 

vi <t. Ooe of her entries in the Log Book reads~ 

g< tc "'or I'tandard 1B jpcorrectly lJil.rked b,T the teacher 

ho Antf'~ed thiT'ty-six an,4 thirty-five for morrin" and 

~v ~iD~ r spectlvely. 

~ thlrty- i7.". 

B~ should have entered thirty-seven 

e e ~'" the mR~ nrivileges the school e~joyed was 

c,'nstant heillth visits by the medl.cal officers of the 
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Gov~rnmen t 0 There are numerous entries or regular visits 

to the school by Dr. Saunders or the Gold Coast HOI,pital, 

<ccompanieo by Miss Tucker. HeTe are a rew entries. 

9:q:32 - "Dr. Saunde.rs was here both morning and 

~rt~rnoon to take blood from the arms or some or the Class 1 

l''Ltldrpn to be experimented upon to see whether any of them 

he( had an I'l.-ttack of yellow rever since birth." 

On Feb. 1, 1933, it is recorded: "The M.O.H., Ilccom-

ripd by Mr. Thompson or the Sanitary Department paid 

a vl~it to the school this morning and examined the spleens 

of' all the children in Classes 2 and 3 and Standard 1." 

'>::'):39 - "Dr. Taylor visited the school this morning 

and gave to the Principal-Teaoher rorms to be rilled in 

aFllinst his medical inspection or the school." 

":6:""9 - "Dr. Taylor began his medical inspection or 

the school. !I 

~1:10:40 - "Dr. F.M. Pine ell Visited the school at 3 p.m. 

and held dental e xamina ti on • " 
,,1 

The school was non-denomination" and admitted all 

llIemb rs of the eonummity. It/however, respected the religious 

rights of the pupils. ~ere is a record which showed that 

on one of the Moslem festivals looked upon by tl em as their 

"Chr1st41 ", thp MohsIDBIsdan pupils were allow.-d a day off 

school to join their paren+s in their worship and celebra-

By this time, the school had assumed its full rele 



as • model school, serving as observation and practical 

tz'a1ning grounds f'or o~f'jcers of' the Departmen-t; teachersl 

fer speciel appointments as Principal-Teachers to key 

!lchools and as School Inspectors, mission teachers and 

students in teacher training colleges . The achievements 

of the Bchool is given in the next chapter in detail. 

In June, 1936, the Department began to make aTrange­

menta for a Radl0 Installation in the school. At the close 

f 1938, the zealous Miss Tucker was relieved of her post 

a Manager of' the school by Miss G.M. Allen of the 

Department, and later by Miss App:eyard. 

The school survived Wi til some damage from the devast­

ation of the earthquake which shook and damaged many build­

lngs in Accra in the evening of 22nd June, 1939. School 

Will' closed the following morning by the Frincipal-Teacher's 

ordel's to re'ieve children of' physical and mental strain. 

0!1 Jll':l8, :>7th, 1939, it was reported that a pupil of' the 

s('lhool, Anyetei Odoi died as a result of' t.he earthq,uake. 

The Dltrict Engineer, Public Works Department visited the 

shoal to assess cJ.ama.ge done. Because of the earthquake, 

'8 ~~hnol was vacated fOlw days earlier than normal for 

the mic'-year hnlidRYS. 

In Janl'arv 1 Q43, Mr. J .G. An"u'mdah, one of the 

foupdatlon em~er< of staf't' was apPOinted Principal-Teacher 

of the school, Mr. E.N.V. Od'oye having been trar£ferred to 

"1 WBO . On May 3, 194~, Ilr. J.G. Allqnanclah, tlle Principal­

T <.:he w s seconde "'cr duty in the l'orthern "'erri tories 
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by the Department tempor~rily and. Mr. J .A. MensM became 

the Ag. Principe-I- Teacher until his return in October the 

~ame year. In 19L~6, Mr . An'luandah left the cou.ntry on 

Clcholarship to U.K. and Mr. J .A. Mensah became the 

Principal-Teacher on 17th July, 1946, and still is the 

Headt"''lcher. 

To conclude this ch'lpter on t"he growth and proC"'ess 

o~ N~qwam Road Primary Boys' School, we come to the era 

of the Accplprated Dev",lopment Plan th" implementA.+,ion of 

,"hlch has hfld gre8t effpets on the school. The first and 

foremost effect is the chl?n"e of mane. For in 1952, the 

mRnAC';ement of the "chool psssed from th.r> rltrect cl"lntrol 

01' th", Cpntrr.l Government th.'"ol'p"h Its 1)epartment of 

";<"lOstion to the t,,,t.elagp of the Erlucation CommIt.tee of the 

Accra Municir~l Council - Ij,.M.C. It wac evtendea to 

Prlm"ry Cla",s 6A and B and the nnmber on roll rei sea fro'll 

thi~ty-stx to forty-six A.nd renamed Hs',wam Roan. Primary 

BoY'~' Schoo}. I cannot be snre, but from what I saw of 

tl'" ~choo1 in 1950 on a vi si t and f'rom my imrressi (1np uron 

[,;(1j ng t,l1rO'lp:h the 1"eCora.R. I thInk perh~;:,s 'vi th t}:1 e ch".nge 

ot' n'lme (1r' managf'ment ';'["nt ~ll tl)e romp rnn slor c' of th's 

once pY'(1Sp"r01J8 Rnd envied, Prima"y School. 

:'pc'cl.'l~_ p":'.vD.e"es h8ve beer wlthdr,,-'VIl, Ito bpi'itti'lS 

'lP"-C10t18 compol1D.d has been !l1utilatei1 by thp erF'r"t i on ~f 

two school bllil'lin.""8 t" h(1)se tw,,) othe'" 50ho"ls, "i'lS 
p["M .... {MiitJ I Taole 1 .. M,.>T\or 81" S .h:-o and Ns"-wa.m PORa Mi"dlp BO~'0 

School.. The p.trict S'1!,~nvt-:::i ('If' 9..n!l jp.~10-·-E' 

.. Nsll\v!H'1 Road Mi.dr'ne Bo~'s' Soh",,)} '.s "? t~ UVld' e F"r"l 3 
and rlI'ils h~v~ t.o conttn"E' q~ R~l~,? "0_0,,1 M-fi:l1_"" '3'"':72-' ~("'h('\r"I!_. 
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maintenance or itsstanaaT'ds halilt passed into the hands or 

an educational body which is understarfed. Today, the 

of ric PI'S of the Ministry or Ed~ucation and Int:ormation still 

vJslt the school on inspection because of this shortage of 

staff by the A. M. G. But all recommendations must be 

implemented by the A. M. G. The appointment of members or 

staff is no longer restricted to specially talented Infant 

teachers but for thp mere fact that they hold teachers ' 

ct'rtlficates. Today the visitor sees the remnants of once 

purposeful sets of apparatus now not maintained or resuscit-

sted foT' lack of funds~ The only thiu>r perhaps left the 

school is Mr . J..A. Mensah, ti--. energetic Headteacher, who, 

having been one of the builders of the school and having 

lcnoWl' tht' school in its glory, is still striving hard to 

maIntain standards . 

I am not suggesting by what I have said that the 

Acceleratp~ Development Plan had had bad effects. But I 

belipv~' onp could only expect the maintenal'lCe of the 

standards re,ched by the school and for the ract too that 

tht' school obviousl' had another p'l.rt to play "sain in this 

very plan as a mon"'l I1c]'.ool. Besides, U,ere are very few 

of such model and de'1i~able schools in the whole country, 

n,'rinp: the e8..~S of its develop::lent and progress, 

the school :'1('h l.eved rn9I'Y S'lccess"s· in c ompeti tions Ivi th 

the other schools in the co~unity. In 1937, the Depart~ent 
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organised an Art and Crafts exhibition for all schools. 

The school won the shield presented for the first place in 

the competition. In 1956, it won the Accra Junior Football 

League Championship trophy . Again in 1959, it won the 

trophy for the second time. 
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CRAPl'ER 4 

SOME OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE SCHOOL . 

One mark of a good school is the :lnf'luencec it 

c~eates on its community~ To assess the changes Nsawam 

Road Primary School has brought about in its community, the 

best method of approach is first to consider what the 

school has done in the educational field as a model school 

and secondly to discover how its pupils have fared~ This 

chapter will tell some of the achievement$ of the school in 

the light of the first approach. Another chapter will 

present the results of a follow-up questionnaire for 

information about people in the community who have been 

pupil s of the school. 

The fact cam1.ot be refuted that Ghana has inherited 

a rich legRcy in the educational field from the colonial 

government. Anyone who goes through recorCis connected 

with Nsawam Road Boys' Primary School c~ot help but being 

impressed for the part it played in the government's 

e{lucational schBme of those days. For all the very able and 

experienced band of school inspectors who carved and executed 

the educat~on'll policies in t..lle country (the African elements 

implied) have almost one and all have either been on the 

school ' s staff and earned p~omot;on or had been attached to 

the s hool directly or ind:l"rectly for practical ex:perienc". 



I knew some of them in my school days and others a:s a 

teacher. How surprised I became as their names came out 

one by one as I went through the school files and Log Book. 

Inspector Lawrence, Inspector Ayi Addo as they were called 

in those days and Mr . Anquandah, E. O. of more recent times. 

It is very tempting to record all the educational 

personalities, activities and functions associated With 

Nsawam Road Primary School as contained in the records. 

But space and time permit only a few examples. 

The Log Book records: "On 3:5:37, Mr. Nathan Cojo 

Lawrence, B.A. Dip. Educ., Law Student-L"'lIler Temple was 

attached to the school for six months to study in:fant work 

before his :full appointment by the Education Department as 

an Inspector of Schools." (The Late Inspector Lawrence as 

he was popularly known, was one of the most devoted off; cers 

of Gold CORst Education Department, much respected by teachers 

for his understanding attitude, helpf11lness and frllilkness. 

He rose to the post of Assistant Director of ~ducation). 

OnP of the school's former head-teachers, the late 

J.G. Anquandah was also a very popular and much respected 

Education Officer of recent times. My school has had visits 

and inspections by him and when I saw n1s record in the Log 

Boolc, I understood why late Mr. Anquandah was 50 calm, so 

confident and so methodical. He possessed a ricG hackgro'md 

of school teaching and manag~ment. He ha1 deep sympathy and 

!,pspect for the infant teacher. 



External Teachers who were sitting ~or their External 

Certificate Examination were sent to the school ~or the 

practical ... 

It was dpcided to open a school ~or the Gold Coast+ 

Police Depot and a suitable head-teacher had to be provided. 

The Log Book records! 

"26:10:44 - Mr. B.B. Adjei o~ the Police Force was 

attached to the school ~or instruction and training ~or the 

new Police Depot Eichool to be opened in 1945." 

Newly appOint"d Government school headteachers were 

~irst ffttached to the school to study in~ant work and school 

manRgpment as is recorded in the Log Book on 3:8:45. 

11MI'. S.N. Commey, Principal-Teacher designate o~ Enchi (a 

town in one o~ the most westerly states o~ Ghana) Government 

Primary Mixed School has been attached to this school to 

observe work in the school." 

Teachers of the school were seconded to newly opened 

Government Rc:-tools. In 1941, Mr. P.O. Quartey was trans~erred 

to Anllmle Government Primary School, Achimota. If you 

visited Obo in the Kwahu State tOday, you will find the 

name of Mr. J . A~ Men o 'l1o., present headteacher of NSa:1ram 

Road Primary Boys' School still lingering there. He was 

the pione.,r of that school. 

In 1938, a batch of Teachers from the Northern 

Territories were sent to the school for three weeks observ­

ation lessons by the Education Department. 
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In the early rorties, some or the educational units 

in the country began to emulate the government by trying 

to have model schools like that or Adabraka Government school 

to serve their units . "On 14:5:40, Mr. Anipare, Principal­

Teacher designate or St. Mary's School, Accra, began his 

course or Ini'ant School Management in this school." (This 

was a move by the Anglican Church Mission). 

For teacher-training institutions, none have benerit­

ted more from Nsawam Road Primary Boys' School than the 

t~acher-training section or Achimota College. Term in, term 

out, rrom the early days or the school, until the removal or 

. the teacher-training section rrom Achimota, the section used 

the school ror observation lessons and teaching practice. 

The school added to the prestige of the Gold Coast's 

educational achievements because it was all the time being 

VjSit~AY high personalities rrom abroad who were guests 

of the Government or as in a rew cases were on educational 

commissions. On such occasions, the honoured visitors 

were conducted to the school accompanied by the Director 

of Education~~ or His Excellency the Government himselr. 

The Log Book records; 

"12:1>':50 - The school had a visit from eleven members 

of the International West Mrican "'ducation Conference. 

They were aooompani.ed by Mr. N.C. Lawrence - Assi stan t 

Dil.'sctor of Education - Colony, and Mr. S.J. Hogeen - c>irector 

of H;ducation. 
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Since it came into being, the Institute of Education 

University College of Ghana, ha~ added to the long list of 

educational institutions which have made use of the school. 

It is likely there must have been previous visits, but the 

t'irst recorded visit from the Institute of Education is 

::>3/<;/<;5 when it is stated: "Four University students are 

in the school for Experimental work as from today May 23 -

May 27." On 1/11/55, another record Is made of a visit by 

a Univet'sity stndent. "1/11/55 - A student from the 

Institute of 1!:ducation is in the scho()l 1'0" te'lchin~ practice." 

To have been able to ser>ve such a us€'f'ul purpo ,e, 

life has det'initely rot been smooth all through despite 

many privilegps. The school also hac its an~ious moments. 

There is an instance in which the 'lchool became involved with 

the public on an alleged l1nan thorispd collections from pupils. 

InvestiF9tioDs by ~he Department vtndicate~ th€' staff. There 

were also cases of some stubo~D members o~ stat't'. It is 

record"d that i'Iring a me"tin" wi th a scr.ool :nspector at'ter 

his insP€'ctlon, fl. member 01' st,>"f bel'aved so t'ntoV'llilrd.ly that 

he had to be walked out. His T'"ven~e t00'{ tl'e f0r'll of 

l' e'luently taJe1nll: l1is clse<- for et'lri" ol.':.f'i ~p the school 

compounc withollt any know' 'd.~p. of ~t~ Pri'1clpal-Teacher> whE't­

soevpr . 

"O:l '"'7/1:1/-"7, thl v'-'s bro-e into tl1e fc~ool "ff'c" 

And fore 1. open thE school (,sfe. Fort ID~t'" v, thpre waf' 
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no money in it . The safp WP8 so damaged that it had to be 

carried away by the P .W.D. " Again in the night of' 27/11/44. 

the school was robbed, thieves having broken into Class 3A 

classroom. One school clock valued at £2 10s and twenty-

nine mats were removpd. (Today, the school has a watchmam). 

However, the school was able to live through all 

hardships that could be expected to hinder the progress 

of such educational institutions. 



CHAPr)!m 5 

THE INFLUENCE OF THE NSAWAM ROAD PRIMARY BOYS ' SCHOOL 
ON ITS COMMUNITY . 

To f'ind out what changes Nsawam Road Primary Boys ' 

School has brought about and the infl uence it has had on 

i ts community, I interviewed some Old Boys of' the school 

on a ques t ionnaire . Here are what they had to say. 

F1l'st Old Boy. 

liMy name is N. X. Pecku . I am a native of' Ada and 

wes born on 3rd March, 1933 . I attended the Nsawam Road 

Prtmary Boys ' School, then Adabraka Government School 

from 1939 to 1942 . My f'ather was working at the United 

Arrjca Company Limited in Nigeria and during this period 

I stay-eo with a gl1ardian who was a teacher. My par<"nts 

!1t''' literat"s but I cannot tell much about my father's 

My mother tells me she had he~ .. ducation at 

theLn~os Bartist Academy . Her father was tben a clerk 

at the Lagos Branch of' the United Arrici3 Company Limiteo. 

I started school when I was six years old and left 

secondary school at the a"e of' ninp-teen. I enjoyed my 

s c hool days . When I was in the Primary scheol, I was 

t reated very we1.1 by my teachers . They took great interest 

i n me because my gtl'l.,",4ian waE' their l' <,,1101'1 teacher, 1 hRd 

many l' iends ~'i th "'hom I p' ao"eel games r 
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School I liked my lessons for I had many helpful teachers. 

I also enjoyed th~ Inter - House Games and Sports Competitions 

though I did not take part . 

I am very glad I had the chance of attending school, 

because I would never have had the privileges and 

opportunities now open to me . I am now an under-gr~duate 

at the University Oollege of Ghana where I am reading for 

a degree with honours in history . 

my course because of its prospects. 

I like and enjoy 

I am unmarried and have no children . When I was in 

the secondary school I enjoyed playing football and hockey 

but we were so many and there were so many better performers 

that I had little chance of playing. So I developed the 

habit of reading for pleasure which I still enjoy and 

find very helpful as an undergraduate. For I am us ine 

it as a meBns of broadening my mind in sub jects outside 

my actual field of study. 

I have no children yet. but there is no doubt that 

having realized the benefits conferred by education, I 

shall do my best to give my children the highest possible 

education . As for jobs, I cannot say anything since 

those will i.epend on my children and their attainments. 

T)uring College terms, I use English most of the time, 

but there is more vernacular than English during my 

vacations . As an under-gra~uate, it i~ obvious that I 

should say education has been a great benefit to the Deople 

of GhanB. It 
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Second Old Boy 

"'I am Mr. F . W.L . Addy, a Ga. I was born on 30th 

December, 1934. My f,EI.ther is a retired Government 

Pharmacist and my mother a housewife. My father attended 

Presbyterian Schools at Keta while my mother had her 

eduoation in Methodist Mission Schools. 

I started school at the rather early age of five 

I comlllet"'d my seoondary education after the Sixth Form 

in 1953. I enjoyed my schooldays well. I remember I 

wa~ s~ small and so smapt that my teachers took much 

interest in me. I had many friends too among my school 

m'" tes. 

I am now an undergraduate and it is abvious that I 

am happy I was s!"nt to school, the only means of rising 

to my present stardard.s. 

'hn e in school, I played many games but my size did 

Dot make me rellch ancT competitive levels. I cannot say 

I all! ver~r keen on playing games myself, but I enjoy ',vatch­

ine: metches and cOl'lpeti tions. I like discussions and 

enj~y the pictures. 

I am not married yPt and v~ving no chil~~en, I consider 

it premature to say anything about their ed1lcation and jobs. 

Tv.ere is no dO'lbt th'lt for obv! ous reasons, edlcati on 

if' a good thing and will corti'llle to be e. g00(l thir,!;;, if 

well directed, for Ghana. 
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For most of my studies I use English but when at 

home and Wi th my frienLls, I use Ga. As a student, I use 

English very frequently ." 

Thirrl Old Boy 

"My name is Mr. S. Ntrell. I am a Ga and was born 

in 1925 r My t ether wa~ a chief clerk in the Government 

servic~ and my mother a petty trqder. They are both 

literDte but my mother did not go far in her educ~tion. 

I staT'ted school when I wa" five years old. I was seven-

teen when I l"ft, havi'1f' playeCl t"-lant for two years. 

I ~njoyed my school years and I 'lm very gl9.d indspc that 

I att~noeo school. Por edu.cation has nurtured my natur~ 

and haf'l hflrypd +,0 dpvl"lop the man 1I' me b;l' widenlnl; T.y 

intellect and placinv thE Vlorld' '> treA.f"lI'eS - b')oks - before 

mp so U'at I C'J.ll pick 'lnc choosp , b1"oarler my owr ot'tlook 

and be widely inform"d 01' the wor:d arO'lr 1. me. 

I am 1\ teacher pur8uing ""tlI'<;her stu -iE'S at the 

Insti tut .. of Educatiop in the Ur,iversi ty ColI '''E of Gnanet. 

I 1 ike the tF'acilirw prof"s')1on becausE' it E'till a '''~ds me 

tre opportt-nity f' 1ncf'('astng my l'nowl :i~P. B",SirE'l?, I 

like bei'lg with chil rE''''. F.xc pt "or a year'" :Jh'l."-l~ove, 

I have b n tfacnin~ sin p I left tr p Traipln6 Collp~e. 

T coul( nC't nE' a school tS"lC (r lthou+, hav'rp- 1:lE'er 

to schoC'I. rchocl du..!ntion has hElp .... a IDE' to DC' 11t~~('t" 

Doth in Eng' l lh a 1 ~ IT my m"+''1' t ~nr.'C' '1'" l. i v me ·-1e 



training for my advancement. All my siblings are attending 

school . 

My schooling has affected my leisure hours tremendously 

My chief delight is reading for pleasure. I also enjoy 

attending plays by eminent write~s such as Shakespeare 

and Bernard Shaw . I like musical entertainments too , and 

wherever I have been stationed, I have joined the Church 

Choral Society or the Singing Band . 

My chi11ren are now hav1n~ primary school education 

It is my wish to educate them right up to university level. 

I can say definitely that the spread of education 

has helned the people of Ghana . For it has helped modern 

civilization to spread quicker than otherwise an'-1 has 

brought Ghana into closer link with other countries of the 

world. politically, socially and economically. 

Du~ to my profession, I use English very frequently." 

Fourth Old Bov 

" I '1m David Nii Aryee, Ii Ga born in '923. My fatheT> 

is edncatp(j and is a civil ser>vant. fy'y mother is illi ter-

I stflT'ted school lit the aile of six and finished at 

sixteAn . T enjnyed my schoo'. ''In.ye. T can no'.', re8.d a'ld 

WTit e and I am able to seek any cler>i~al job. I am now an 

ccounts C1 e"'k and enjoy my wor'<. I tbink I choe p this 

job becnusp '1he.., I W"'" i~. schoo' T ra", ve~" fCO"" at f'i~ ~ps 
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md I liked arithmetic best of all my school subjects. 

Besides, there are geod p!'<'spects and chances of promotion 

in my branch. This is not the only job I have been Qoing 

since leaving school. I was formerly a police constable. 

I could not possibly do my work without school education. 

Schooling has given me the ability to read and write in 

English and work accurately with figures. 

All my children are attending school. Through my 

education I have known how to usefully employ myself in 

my leisnre hours. My most interesting game is an indoor 

one called "Monopoly". I enjoy film shows Ln the evenings. 

At present all my children are in the Primary School 

and I am hoping to give them secondary education. 

r can say that Ghana is fortllnate for education. 

It hAS mRde her grow Quickly into a civilized country which 

IwR now mnny contacts with other cOlmtries. It is helping 

to atve maI'O employment to the people. Without education, 

We' 1V0uld not be able to compete with other nattons and. 

plAY oUT' pa~t in world qf'fairs qS we are-Ioirg no'l'l. 

Except du"'ing business hours when I use Engllsb, 

my "nviI.'onmAnt is such that I use the v"rnacular most. 

I use Enp:lish, but little." 
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FHth Old Boy 

"My name is Joshua O. Ashi tey . I am a Ga and was 

born in 1921 . My father is a civil servant and is literate. 

My mother is illiterate and sells things in the market. 

I started school at the age of six and finished when 

sixteen years old . I cannot say I enjoyed my school very 

mnch. For there was the frequent use of the cane Which I 

feared very much. I am glad, however , that I attended 

school because it has prepared me for my adult life and given 

me opportunity to live better than I would Wi t..hout it. 

I am a tailor by occupation. I enjoy my work for~ 

it gives me a handsome income to support my family and 

derendsntso I have the satisfaction also of being my own 
Cl 

boss. There is also the feeli'lg that I am" useful member 

of' the commw1ty, for people do not thin}- well of the 

unemployed. Then too, I come into contact wi th may people 

due to my wor',. 'l'''iloring has been my only occupation 

sineI' I ll"ft sch001. 

There are illiterate tailors but I think my school-

ing makes me a better tailor with greater advantages. 

School education has made me able to read and write and to 

do calculations more skilfully . ThJ.s is an important 

factor in my occupation. I can also study and understand 

designs . I am ebreast with standards 8..'ld styles 0" m;)' 

occupation because I can re80. about 1.:lJ-to-oate sewin'" 
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methods' and machines from magazines and catelogues. 

All my chilCl~en are attending school. 

I learnt the purpose of games and sports in school. 

I actually played games in school. But now I mUf't say, 

except watching them, I play little games myself. This 

is because I spend most of the day at my work. I, however, 

enjoy some hours looking at pictures of suits awl cuttings 

in catalogues. I llsed to play 'Ludo' with my family and 

some friends. ! occasionally ~ttend the pictures, especially 

when I hear of a new and good film. 

My children are now in the Primary School. I have 

decidRd to do my beet to help them by sending them to the 

Seoondary School. For nowadays. vrhen you stop schooling 

at Middle Form Four, you cannot g",t any good employment. 

f3ehana has been helped a great deal by school 

education to become a great nation. It has trained Oll!' 

leaders, civil servants and other workers~ W", are even 

able to sAnd people to the big nations far and n p 8I'. ~e 

can r""'r'l books and newspaper" so that we learn more about 

other people and what happens in other part" of t\1P world. 

I ]'se' vPT'naC"lllT' most or the t~me. Occasiorqlly 

T have to s...,eak FTlO'lish w"ith some of my custClmers, bllt this 

is not often. I can say I use 1 i ttle Eno:l ish. II 



CONCLUST ON . 

THE VALUE OF THE STUDY OF A SCHOOL ' S 
fiT STn 'Y I'N" HH,TOrtY TEACHING . 

"'h tl' - C'f the hi.:::tory 0f a school can be of much 

t th~ h'ftrry teache~ in many ways . 

r • 1t\0Ct hi'1torv le~sor6 ir our ~ch00''J 10 ve~y little 

i 'j t lC t inft 0_ local h story • Trois tl he to t'€ "act ~ oJ-

. ' 

., t Q'hip 0" Incal lJ.i to"Y . B'lt tte s+ 1<1V oT' t.hp 

t i f p .... t 1""\("11 ",i l' b€ R vprv gOO<1 st r+ -IT 1"T rr-i""-t:. i" 

t .. J. ~~ wi" bp so ml'.2"1 mate"";· to 

r \ r t'l t +' € 1 1'" 
+1 .... 1" (' ::'eC'v- "f lJl!'t€ri~ c 'l"fl 

j .. +, ill r ~t " ~e . Cbi 1 rp' "'ll ) 1 Rr"li f" 

, 'v ... 1 .,.. ..... 04.,., Wi tt wbiC'1"o t p liT' C'r"l"E'ct 1 ord 

W i 11 .. j 0 lO . A:Nl.1n, ~VF-""y ... ,,;. .... 1')' 1 elf' ~l.' 

in}-en 't ' tr ... '''DIT'' '1"'\ 1 tV'. "'h .. ,,'" ,,- I'Ir ,~" oT' t" t 11toP' 

"chol" ri 1 '0 mol''' ' i }-+ '-'1' i f<'rt'1I + ,- +~ 

" 1 • of Q 
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f"""WT''J, thus opening l1p other fields of' study and provid-

1"1 mo~e mater lal ,md 1nformation fo1' work. A very good 

1 r' ls the CBse of' King Tack"'y who has become p'l.rt of: 

thr r' tory of' Nsewam Road Primary Boys ' School because 

TecKey Memorjal School on its premises. It will 

r'n A vr>ry interesting lessoD ror inve"tigation and te!lch-

1n tt> finr1 1ll1d learn who and what Kins Tackey was aI'd why 

, , ,,1 ha'J been erected to h!.s memory. 
1Q. 

TlI ... ~$~;li.ftory of' a school can theref'ore f'orm the 

r the study of' local h'.story while at the same tim'" 

v P l'il;Ood intro:'!ncti':>n to the st:ldy 0f' hi star'y on its 

""e enthllf.j"c;tic ht~tory teacher will also 

,.,f' '>" h1',+.or" ')f' t e 10calJty in which he is teachinE"_ 

OnE' of tbe thir,¥s <Cj)lldrPD fin'[ dif'1'lcult to p.nner-

1 1'1 rl~tory lessons is hew lon!" ago an evep+, tonk 

pl It is equally dtffic"lt f'0r the hlstory teac""",r 

t h"lv st'ljie(l the history of th 'ir schnol, d8.te8 Qf 

Chi Idl'A" III be able to for'ID 1111 1. '['''1 ,.,~ how ,"ons ag0 fiwe 

In th'" s t'l ly at' tile his t<1 'v of th'ir scher'l. 

children vrill com£' "0 k"l0W abo\!t impor tli.'1t l'crsc:' s 



<'0'L'1 "ted with the Rehool and the town. They will know 

I 1W tl'"r;''' hAve helped in building the school and the 

c nl tro"!'i tV. Children being hero worshippers, will naturally 

~m"' ar,d desire to emulate some of these people. Thus 

tD ill be encouraged to grow into useful citizens of 

tl, tutur"', 'Phis sort of hero worship and emulstion should 

11 "ol,p,ce not be our aim in the teaching of history. But 

eJ~' 1('1' w" 11ke it or not, thel''' are many examples in history 

I'll" th, 't'forts and ach1evements of people had been 

t' 'W,'P of inspiration to gre-ater achi evernent s by otl:1ers 

Like the other mlb~ects of the carriculum, 

tt, hit "r" subjl')ct will J:lave 1 t s information lnf'luence 

APi '1'( "tudy of a schl)ol' s history can be a major contributory 

f" 'ton in thJ!' influence. 



1. 

, . 
<; . 

6 . 
7 . 

8 . 

! ". 

300> 

APPENDIX 

A RECORD OF HEAD-TEACHERS . MEMBERS OF STAFF 

AND PUPILS ADMITTED: 1q28 - 1960. 

J. 

J. 

1 . A Li st or Head-Teachers 

1 Q"8 - 1929 Mr . B . C . Arda:v Fio. 

1a)" Mr . C . S . DF'Y . 

1 Q"'1 - 1<>1+" Mr . E.N.V. Oddoye. 

191,3 - 1Q4" Mr . J.G. Anqt''''-'1iah. 

1Qb'i - 1'160 Ntr. ;;r .~ . Mensah . 

Th1~ list shows members of staff who have served 
for' at least five YMrs in the school. 

Ok a ... 

>,IcT'llh 

1q29-1 934 

Now "et'rei! F:d~l~. 19')Q-1959 
Offie' er . 
:To'P Er1~le. '1f'f' e'er 1 g30-1939 

.It. Ane Now As"t. F "l-'Jt' • 
Of'fiC'er. 

l·~ . N . V . II '~0!"'''' Hd . Te'l'H"". A18t. 1931-191 2 
"'iue . Off-o"tir'>ej 

Mr . D.·T. N(,ptf'Y 

~ l' . C . 1) . T)(\tehwn:r'" 

Mr . F . A. .(~ . Hill 1 

~TO\'lf Erluc. Of' ,-- i,"""e>r of 0 :;0_1 ?'~+ 

N('IVi Asst. E :J ,1 (,. 

I)f~"i "'FIt' - ~ "I-":7'.e1.i·?~3-1 ()~t: 

Fo A_:,r~,. lo' .... \JC. 

(';,'f1('er . 

t; Y"'l. 

'" .7's. 

9 yrs. 

22 vY'S. 

11 rs. 

8 \T~. 

13 ~r>l C'. 

1 '" ". 
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Jr. l'!. H"tlm-Lutterodt r !'Tow Hd.'''eacher 
King Tackie Mem. 1937-'42.'43-
Sc.hool. 46 

t>. Jj.~. Arthur 1940-1944 
Mt - a 1zabeth Tpttey 1944-'48: 

1950-''52 
',.. NYUlllllttei 1947-1951 
r • ,.A.D. Bampo 1950-1955 
i'l M.D.n. Nyumuttel: Still on the staf'f' 1952-1960 

}'''atrice Heeko " " 1950-'56~ 
1958-'60 

I;! . n . ). Lsmpt y " " " " 1950-1960 
M 'l'he~ E''l Ayesu 1954-1958 
loll' • T. A.. Mensah Present Hd.teacher 1940-1960 Still on staf'f' 

• A list of' th~ number of' pquils that have been adm1tted 
in the school since it was started in 1Q28. 

ai Y .. ar Pupils Total to Date 
AdJlIitt""d f'or T)ecade 

j"Lif1 1 Q"8-1 qt,C) 2,11a 2,147 
, 

, 1 19<;0-1'1'iQ 1,577 3,72b 

i 1 'le-O :,T'ln.- lU' • ~ ~ '1 3,839 

'-----

8yrs. 

'jyrs. 

6yrs. 

6yrs . 
6yrs. 
8yrs. 

9yrs. 
10yrs. 

5yrso 

20yrs. 
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"<8A"IA.V. ROAD PRIMARY BOYS ' SCHOOL 

DISTINGUISHE..l VIRITORS BOARD 

II 

" 

,~. Sir Ofo!"'i Atta , K. B . E . 

• I . Vaup",um 

., 1.. .. HnAsey 

T'tt l~ lyevr , C ill I . "ft; . 

,: ... :~., l'lymouth 

;0:" : ~ t'- rn'l.J"o d.> Buns en 

20: G . ~. "Ii' . Dtmdea 

"h: t . Hon . Colonel OliveJ:' 

Al n BunnI: K. C . M. il . 

1')8: ! ~ ,11'" '1 ~ Gt.;sor 

"I ~: I :1 j, 

" 

' : 6 :1\' 

?:Ii ;1, 

, {eD . W,lter Elli"t , M. C, 
, } . 
'0 

n. 
on"' H ., ;r., rll'Ulllon " 

n, . 4. . 

'1 j n l-11X1A T . 

c., ' . R . S . 

r t (''J.d , Fh1.' . 

Td "l1 . D. 

• T. of ff'ri r: 

'l c:l VCOlf , ~ .. P . C . S . 

'c s 

~ 

Omanhene of Akim Abuakwa . 

r.v . o ., D. Litt ., ]",.4>eFOvWle.--ly 
Headmaster of Rugby . 

Director of Education, 
Nirseria . 

Joint Sec . Advisory Comm . 
Ed. Colonies . 

Earl~ of PlymOl1th . 

BOArd of ElucAtion, Lonlon . 

British Council Reuresentative 

S . ':If 8 . for the Colonies . 

Governor , Gold Co~~t . 

Ministr 1, of Information, 
London . 

Chairman , Higher Educ. 
Gommiss' on . 

Member , Hi.rrher Eilucation 
Gommiss"ton . 

Member , Hi"'1;, r Elucation 
Comm~ ss1on. 

Member , Ei "1; r Ei'.uc. 
Commi sion . 

8c1;001 ,-,f' ')riBnt~l ard 
<\ir lc'lJ1 St 101."S, :Jniv-.roity 
of London • 

A.I . ' ~f' R foC' thr Col"ni '8 

HeroD r of 3 r'l~ '1 AClvisor"­
COffin. on t 'f' ""elfare of 
::OlOl.l.i8~ p" 01:'18s. 

"('reign !i:;8 . C"n. 0': 
30rth AmpricR . 
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, .1 . LarcolIlbe , Ph . D,M . A. 

Scott , C. M.G. 

n C~eaFY , K. C. M. G. 
4 B ' P . H. Gwilliam 

ald in , C . B. E . 

< . 1 . '1 . Wilhelm 

• • .}arba- JahulIIDFl 

Foreign Miss . Conf . of 
North America • 

Colonial Secretary, Gold 
Goast . 
Governor , Gold Coast . 

Asst . Ed . Advisor , Col . Office . 
Colonial Office , London . 

~chitect Ed. Officer , Holland . 

Ex . Co ., Gambia . 
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