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POWELL; W e l l Mr. Green we welcome your 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n here today i n the U n i t e d N a t i o n s O r a l 

H i s t o r y Program. As you know we are t r y i n g t o r e c o r d the 

memories and i m p r e s s i o n s o f thos e who were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

t h e w o r l d o r g a n i z a t i o n r i g h t from i t ' s b e g i n n i n g s . 

S i n c e you were at the Dumbarton Oaks 

c o n v e r s a t i o n s , the San F r a n c i s c o C o n f e r e n c e , the Meeti n g 

o f t h e U.N. P r e p a r a t o r y Commission i n London, and some o f 

the e a r l y s e s s i o n s o f the G e n e r a l Assembly, I t h i n k your 

c o n t r i b u t i o n w i l l be ve r y u s e f u l and very v a l u a b l e . 

GREEN: Thank you. 

POWELL: L e t ' s b e g i n w i t h a l i t t l e p e r s o n a l 

h i s t o r y background. What p a r t o f the c o u n t r y do you come 

from and what was the n a t u r e o f your f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n ? 

GREEN: I grew up i n Kansas C i t y , M i s s o u r i . 

I went t h r o u g h h i g h s c h o o l t h e r e , then went t o Y a l e 

C o l l e g e , c l a s s o f *32, and took a Ph.D. i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

r e l a t i o n s i n 1937. 

JAMES GREEN 

21/04/86 
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I got i n t o the S t a t e Department d u r i n g the 

war. I fo u g h t the war i n the S t a t e Department p l a n n i n g 

the peace. P r e s i d e n t R o o s e v e l t , t o h i s g r e a t c r e d i t , the 

minute P e a r l Harbor o c c u r r e d d i r e c t e d S e c r e t a r y H u l l t o 

s e t up a post-war p l a n n i n g s t a f f t o pr e p a r e f o r the peace 

c o n f e r e n c e , because he had seen the d i s a s t e r of the W i l s o n 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

POWELL: The f i r s t r e c o r d I can f i n d i n the 

S t a t e Department r e c o r d s i s i n August 1942 when you were 

i n the D i v i s i o n o f S p e c i a l R e s e a r c h . Was t h a t about the 

time t h a t you j o i n e d ? 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: What were the n a t u r e s o f your 

d u t i e s t h e n ? 

GREEN: S p e c i a l R e s e a r c h , '42? 

POWELL: T h i s i s i n August '42. 

GREEN: T h i s was the post-war p l a n n i n g s t a f f 

under Leo P a s v o l s k y . 

POWELL: Oh, t h a t was P a s v o l s k y then even? 

GREEN: Yes. And t h e r e was one s e c t i o n on 

what t o do w i t h Japan, assuming t h a t we were g o i n g t o win 

the war. What t o do w i t h Germany and Japan. B o u n d a r i e s 

i n Europe. R e p a r a t i o n s , and I was i n the s e c t i o n o f what 
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t o do about the League o f N a t i o n s , t o c r e a t e a new 

o r g a n i z a t i o n which was P a s v o l s k y ' s s p e c i a l t y . 

S m a l l groups worked on v a r i o u s p a r t s o f what 

became t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h a r t e r . I was i n the s e c t i o n 

o f dependent a r e a s under Benjamin G e r i g and Ralph Bunche 

t r y i n g t o d e c i d e what t o do about the o l d mandated 

t e r r i t o r i e s and s e t up a new, what became the t r u s t e e s h i p 

system. 

And t h a t was ve r y i n s p i r i n g work, e s p e c i a l l y 

t o d e a l w i t h Ralph Bunche. He was one of my h e r o s . 

POWELL: I was g o i n g to ask you -- my next 

q u e s t i o n was t h a t you were — I saw t h a t Bunche was i n 

t h a t a r e a . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: And you worked w i t h him c l o s e l y , did 

you? 

GREEN: Oh y e s . Yes. And I l i v e d i n Chevy 

Chase i n t h o s e days and we e n t e r t a i n e d the Bunches, I'm 

su r e t h e o n l y b l a c k s ever e n t e r t a i n e d i n Chevy Chase, and 

they e n t e r t a i n e d us i n t h e i r house over i n s o u t h e a s t 

Washington. But he was a marvelous person t o work w i t h . 

POWELL: And I n o t i c e d when I was l o o k i n g 

t h r o u g h the r e c o r d s t h a t he was d e a l i n g w i t h I t h i n k 

something c a l l e d the Near E a s t and A f r i c a U n i t , which I 
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thought was very a p p r o p r i a t e i n view o f h i s subsequent 

assignment t o the U.N. i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t and then i n the 

Congo. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: D i d you keep i n touch w i t h him 

a f t e r he came t o the U.N.? Because a f t e r a l l he was 

D i r e c t o r i n t h e Department o f T r u s t e e s h i p ? 

GREEN: Oh y e s . I would t r y t o have l u n c h 

w i t h him whenever I c o u l d c a t c h him. He was a very busy 

p e r s o n , o f c o u r s e . A marvelous sense of humor, b a l a n c e 

and i n t e l l i g e n c e . One o f t h e a b l e s t men I've ever known. 

POWELL: Yes, because he made a rem a r k a b l e 

t r a n s i t i o n . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: When he went from t h e r e t o a d v i s i n g 

the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l on peacekeeping and a l l k i n d s o f 

t h i n g s . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Now I see you were i n something 

c a l l e d the Western European U n i t , I t h i n k they c a l l e d i t 

at one t i m e . What was a l l t h a t about? 

GREEN: I don't even remember. 

POWELL: Maybe t h a t was j u s t a t a b l e o f 

o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t d i d n ' t mean a n y t h i n g . 
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GREEN; I suppose so. 

POWELL; Now t h i s u n i t under P a s v o l s k y , what 

was he l i k e t o work w i t h ? 

GREEN; A very dynamic i n d i v i d u a l . A f i r s t 

c l a s s b r a i n . Born i n R u s s i a , o f c o u r s e , but he had a 

mastery o f E n g l i s h . He t a u g h t us a l l how t o w r i t e good 

E n g l i s h . And very i n s p i r i n g p e r s o n . J u s t f u l l o f i d e a s . 

A r e a l i d e a man. And he was r e p u t e d l y a g r e a t chess 

p l a y e r , and i t was f a s c i n a t i n g t o s i t behind him i n 

n e g o t i a t i o n s , sometimes w i t h the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the 

Department o f the T r e a s u r y or the m i l i t a r y , or sometimes 

w i t h t h e B r i t i s h or S o v i e t s , and watch the chess p l a y e r , 

because he would always s t a r t w i t h the e x a c t o p p o s i t e o f 

what h i s p o s i t i o n was. 

We would s i t b e h i n d him w i t h the p o s i t i o n 

papers and then what he wanted, but he would always s t a r t 

w i t h t h e o p p o s i t e . "Now t e l l me what you t h i n k about 

t h i s , Mr. X?" "Oh, t h a t ' s v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g . I r e a l l y 

t h i n k we c o u l d do something about t h a t . " And then he 

would b e g i n t o poke h o l e s . 

A f t e r about h a l f an hour Mr. X was around to 

the P a s v o l s k y p o s i t i o n . I t was j u s t f a s c i n a t i n g t o see 

the chess p l a y e r i n o p e r a t i o n . 



- 6 - JAMES GREEN 
21/04/86 

POWELL: That's a very i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r y . 

And he was r e a l l y t h e b r a i n s i n the d i v i s i o n ? 

GREEN; Yes. 

POWELL: Now i n t h i s d i v i s i o n o f 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , were you p l a n n i n g j u s t the 

U.N. or were you wo r k i n g on o t h e r post-war 

i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s ? I'm t h i n k i n g o f t h i n g s 

l i k e UNESCO and WHO, or were they i n another o r g a n i z a t i o n ? 

GREEN: I t h i n k they were d e a l t w i t h 

e l s e w h e r e . As I remember t h i s was j u s t the U.N. 

POWELL; J u s t the U.N. 

GREEN; What t o do about i t . 

POWELL; B a s i c a l l y the C h a r t e r ? 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: And I b e l i e v e t h a t A l g e r H i s s was a 

d i r e c t o r i n your d i v i s i o n . D i d you a c t u a l l y know him? 

GREEN: Yes. Very w e l l . He was always 

above me, as S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l a t Dumbarton Oaks, San 

F r a n c i s c o , and always my b o s s . A very a b l e man. I never 

u n d e r s t o o d what happened t o him. 

POWELL: But he had a very good s t a n d i n g i n 

the department a t t h e t i m e ? 

GREEN: Oh, y e s . An e x t r e m e l y a b l e p e r s o n . 

And he was one o f the few i n d i v i d u a l s I've ever worked 
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w i t h o r worked under who c o u l d d e a l w i t h a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

problems and s u b s t a n t i v e problems s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . I'd be 

s t a n d i n g i n f r o n t o f h i s desk and he'd be on the t e l e p h o n e 

t a l k i n g about the v e t o w i t h some o t h e r d e l e g a t i o n and then 

he'd t u r n up, "how many l i m o u s i n e s do we need t o get from 

A t o B?" I t was one t h i n g and then the o t h e r . He c o u l d 

do them s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . A b s o l u t e l y f i r s t r a t e . 

POWELL: What was the l i n e o f command i n the 

S t a t e Department a t t h a t t i m e ? Did P a s v o l s k y r e p o r t 

d i r e c t l y t o H u l l and l a t e r t o S t e t t i n i u s ? D i d the 

S e c r e t a r y t a k e a p e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t i n the f u t u r e o f the 

U.N.? 

GREEN: Yes, and I remember P a s v o l s k y 

r e p o r t e d d i r e c t l y t o the S e c r e t a r y . He d i d n ' t go through 

anybody e l s e , which was ve r y u n u s u a l i n thos e days. 

POWELL: Yes, i n d e e d . And both H u l l and 

S t e t t i n i u s took a r e a l i n t e r e s t i n the p l a n n i n g ? 

GREEN: Yes. S t e t t i n i u s was a marvelous 

U n d e r s e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e . He was a g r e a t manager, a 

c o r p o r a t i o n type from U.S. S t e e l , and he r e a l l y brought 

the S t a t e Department i n t o t h e 20th c e n t u r y . He updated 

i t . I t was a very o l d - f a s h i o n e d f o r e i g n o f f i c e u n t i l he 

took over and j u s t as I s a y , updated i t . A r e a l l y 

marvelous U n d e r s e c r e t a r y but not a f i r s t r a t e S e c r e t a r y . 
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POWELL; No. Now we come t o the summer o f 

•44 and t h e Dumbarton Oaks C o n v e r s a t i o n . Whose i d e a were 

t h e y ? Was t h a t P a s v o l s k y ? 

GREEN: I r e a l l y don't remember who 

c o n c o c t e d t h a t . 

POWELL: Do you r e c a l l whether i t was 

d i f f i c u l t t o get the Chinese and the B r i t i s h and the 

R u s s i a n s t o come? Or d i d they -¬

GREEN: I don't b e l i e v e t h e r e was any 

d i f f i c u l t y . 

POWELL: And o f c o u r s e t h e r e had t o be two 

s e t s o f c o n v e r s a t i o n s , because the R u s s i a n s wouldn't s i t 

down w i t h t h e C h i n e s e . 

GREEN: Yes. That's r i g h t . 

POWELL: Do you know who thought up t h a t 

compromise f o r m u l a ? 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: I t sounds l i k e something P a s v o l s k y 

GREEN: P r o b a b l y . Yes. 

POWELL: P r o b a b l y y e s . Now why Dumbarton 

Oaks? Weren't t h e r e a dozen more f u n c t i o n a l p l a c e s i n 

Washington than t h a t ? 
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GREEN; I suppose so, and I don't know who 

chose i t . But i t t u r n e d out t o be a marvelous p l a c e . 

T h i s huge l i v i n g r o o m . The house belonged t o the Robert 

Wood Bliss family, I b e l i e v e ? 
* ~ POWELL; Yes, the B l i s s f a m i l y . 

GREEN; And they s i m p l y t u r n e d i t over t o 

the S t a t e Department f o r t h e s e c o n v e r s a t i o n s and the b i g 

meetings were h e l d i n the l a r g e l i v i n g room and then 

s m a l l e r committee rooms a l l around the p l a c e . 

I was t h e documents o f f i c e r and what was the 

o l d i c e room, b e f o r e e l e c t r i c r e f r i g e r a t o r s . I t was a 

room somewhat s m a l l e r than t h i s , about t e n by t e n , where 

b l o c k s o f i c e were put i n the o l d days. Meat and ham and 

t h i n g s were hung from the c e i l i n g on g r e a t hooks. 

POWELL; Can we say Green was put on i c e ? 

GREEN; Yes. And t h a t was my o f f i c e f o r a l l 

the documents and i t worked very w e l l . I t was j u s t the 

r i g h t s i z e . The f i l e c a b i n e t s , so i t was a very busy t i m e . 

POWELL: I know as you s a i d A l g e r H i s s was 

th e S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l o f the Dumbarton Oaks C o n v e r s a t i o n s . 

GREEN: I t h i n k t h a t was h i s t i t l e , y e s . 

POWELL; Yes. Was t h e r e a l a r g e secretariat?' 

That was a c o m p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l group. Of c o u r s e i t 

wouldn't be n e a r l y as l a r g e as San F r a n c i s c o ? 
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GREEN; Oh no. I t was a f a i r l y s m a l l group, 

as I remember. 

POWELL; Yes. 

GREEN: As I s a y , I was j u s t h a n d l i n g 

documents. I wasn't on the p o l i c y s i d e a t a l l . 

POWELL; But presumably the U.S. under 

S t e t t i n i u s and P a s v o l s k y brought i n the form o f a document 

some d e t a i l e d p r o p o s a l s ? 

GREEN; Oh y e s . 

POWELL: Now, what about the o t h e r t h r e e 

governments? D i d they have a s i m i l a r s e t o f documents? 

GREEN: As I remember the B r i t i s h had a 

f a i r l y complete s e t o f p r o p o s a l s and the S o v i e t s d i d n o t , 

but I'm s p e a k i n g from a very shaky memory. 

POWELL: D i d you get a chance, from your 

vantage p o i n t , t o see the d e l e g a t e s f i r s t - h a n d a t work 

ve r y much? 

GREEN: Oh, I would be g o i n g i n and o u t . 

I'd see them. 

POWELL: Yes. I mean you must have known. 

GREEN: Gromyko. 

POWELL: I was g o i n g t o say because he 

headed the S o v i e t team t h e r e . 

GREEN: Yes. 
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POWELL: Was t h a t your f i r s t c o n t a c t w i t h 
him? 

GREEN: Yes. He was a very charming 

p e r s o n . Very warm. P e r f e c t E n g l i s h and very f r i e n d l y . I 

haven't seen him s i n c e but he was a very easy person t o 

work w i t h . 

POWELL: And t h e B r i t i s h s e n t a l o n g a very 

s t r o n g d e l e g a t i o n . 

GREEN: Oh y e s . 

POWELL: Gladwynn Jebb, P r o f e s s o r S i r 

C h a r l e s Webster. I t h i n k he used t o be c a l l e d the B r i t i s h 

P a s v o l s k y . 

GREEN: Oh. 

POWELL: They I t h i n k had a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

i n f l u e n c e on t h i s . 

GREEN: Yes. A b s o l u t e l y . 

POWELL: And what about the C h i n e s e ? There 

were a t l e a s t two f a m i l i a r names t h a t I came a c r o s s . 

W e l l i n g t o n Koo, who j u s t d i e d r e c e n t l y here i n New York. 

GREEN: Oh, t h a t ' s r i g h t . Yes. 

POWELL: And the o t h e r one was V i c t o r Hoo, 

who became the f i r s t C h i n e s e A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 

o f the U.N. 

GREEN: Yes. 
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POWELL: Did they have much of an i n p u t , or 

were they — 

GREEN: No. They r e a l l y j u s t s i g n e d on the 

d o t t e d l i n e when the S o v i e t c o n v e r s a t i o n s were f i n i s h e d . 

POWELL: They were j u s t g l a d t o be t h e r e . 

W e l l one t h i n g t h a t ' s always i n t r i g u e d me about the 

Dumbarton Oaks meetings i s t h a t w h i l e the q u e s t i o n o f 

t r u s t e e s h i p was p l a c e d on the agenda, no p r o v i s i o n s about 

i t were c o n t a i n e d i n t h e Dumbarton Oaks P r o p o s a l s . 

I t was u n d e r s t o o d t h a t the matter would be a 

q u e s t i o n o f subsequent s t u d y and would be p l a c e d on the 

agenda o f the U.N. C h a r t e r C o n f e r e n c e . Why was t h i s ? 

GREEN: I'm j u s t g u e s s i n g . A g a i n I say I 

was on t h e s i d e l i n e s o f the p o l i c y d e c i s i o n s . I'm j u s t 

g u e s s i n g t h a t t h e B r i t i s h and t h e French were not too 

happy w i t h the i d e a . They j u s t asked to have i t postponed 

and they postponed i t . 

The same t h i n g was t r u e o f human r i g h t s . 

There's n o t h i n g i n the Dumbarton Oaks P r o p o s a l about human 

r i g h t s . 

POWELL: That's r i g h t . 

GREEN: That came at San F r a n c i s c o . 
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POWELL: Now what was the atmosphere d u r i n g 

the Dumbarton Oaks meetings? Were t h e r e any i s s u e s t h a t 

gave a sense o f c r i s i s t o the meetings? 

GREEN: I don't t h i n k so, but a g a i n I'm j u s t 

s p e a k i n g from the documents room. The i c e box. 

POWELL: But I mean you d i d n ' t get a sense 

o f — 

GREEN: No. No c r i s i s . 

POWELL: No c r i s i s . Now the Dumbarton Oaks 

C o n v e r s a t i o n s were supposed t o have been conducted i n 

s e c r e c y . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: But I have read t h a t S c o t t y R e s t o n , 

James Reston o f the New York Times c a r r i e d very prompt and 

ver y a c c u r a t e r e p o r t s o f the p r o c e e d i n g s . 

GREEN: Every day on the f r o n t page. Yes. 

POWELL: D i d t h i s i n any way j e o p a r d i z e the 

outcome o f the meetings? 

GREEN: No, but i t was t e r r i b l y e m b a r r a s s i n g 

t o t h e documents o f f i c e r t o have h i s documents p u b l i s h e d 

the day a f t e r by Mr. R e s t o n . 

POWELL: D i d anyone ever d i s c o v e r how he got 

the documents? 



-14- JAMES GREEN 
21/04/86 

GREEN: W e l l t h a t ' s a s t o r y which I c a n ' t 

p r o v e , but the U.S. d e l e g a t i o n was very unhappy about t h i s 

and among them was A d m i r a l T r a i n who had been i n Navy 

I n t e l l i g e n c e . 

POWELL: R u s s e l l T r a i n , wasn't i t ? 

GREEN: R u s s e l l T r a i n . 

POWELL: I t h i n k s o . Yes. 

GREEN: And he s a i d w e l l l e t ' s j u s t have a 

t e s t r u n . Tomorrow you d i s t r i b u t e the B r i t i s h and S o v i e t 

documents but you h o l d back the American documents, which 

I d i d , and Mr. Reston had them a l l . So he o b v i o u s l y 

d i d n ' t get them from the Americans. 

And R e s t o n , when he got the P u l i t z e r P r i z e 

o f f me, s a i d , I t h i n k i n h i s ac c e p t a n c e speech but i t may 

have been l a t e r , t h a t governments are the o n l y v e s s e l s 

t h a t l e a k a t the t o p . 

And I l e a r n e d from some s o u r c e l a t e r t h a t he 

got h i s documents from the B r i t i s h Ambassador. 

POWELL: I s t h a t so? W e l l t h a t ' s an 

i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r y t o have on the r e c o r d . 

GREEN: I c a n ' t prove i t . 

POWELL: No. But t h a t i s i n t e r e s t i n g . 

GREEN: But t h a t was my most e m b a r r a s s i n g 

o f f i c i a l l i f e . 
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POWELL: W e l l I mean you c a n ' t be 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the B r i t i s h Ambassador. 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: What were the i s s u e s ? D i d 

S t e t t i n i u s have t o r e f e r any o f the Dumbarton Oaks 

d e c i s i o n s t o t h e P r e s i d e n t , i f you r e c a l l ? 

GREEN: I j u s t wouldn't know. Not t h a t I 

know o f . 

POWELL: Yes. And when the Dumbarton Oaks 

meetings were o v e r , what was the f e e l i n g around the S t a t e 

Department o f the r e s u l t s ? Had as much been a c c o m p l i s h e d 

as had been e x p e c t e d ? 

GREEN: Oh, I t h i n k so. I t h i n k they were 

p l e a s e d . 

POWELL: I mean I know t h a t t h e r e was 

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t about one i s s u e t h a t had been l e f t 

u n r e s o l v e d , t h e v o t i n g f o r m u l a and the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: But t h a t was i n e v i t a b l e and had 

gone r i g h t t o the top a t Y a l t a . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Now presumably a f t e r Dumbarton Oaks 

you went back t o your j o b a t the S t a t e Department. I s 

t h a t c o r r e c t ? 
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GREEN: I t h i n k s o . Yes. 

POWELL: And you c o n t i n u e d t o co n c e r n 

y o u r s e l f w i t h post-war i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n m a t t e r s ? 

- GREEN: Yes. E s p e c i a l l y i n the t r u s t e e s h i p 

f i e l d t h a t was coming up. 

POWELL: Now a t the Y a l t a M e e t i n g i n e a r l y 

1945, the B i g Three had s e v e r a l q u e s t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o the 

U.N. t o d i s c u s s and s e t t l e . We mentioned the v o t i n g 

f o r m u l a f o r the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Then t h e r e was S t a l i n ' s r e q u e s t f o r 

s e p a r a t e membership i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r each o f the 

S o v i e t R e p u b l i c s , and f i n a l l y t h e r e was the q u e s t i o n o f 

the t r u s t e e s h i p p r o v i s i o n s i n t h e C h a r t e r . 

I g a t h e r t h a t an agreement a l o n g the 

f o l l o w i n g l i n e s was a r r i v e d a t a t Y a l t a . The f i v e 

permanent members o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l s h o u l d c o n s u l t 

w i t h each o t h e r p r i o r t o t h e C h a r t e r Conference on 

p r o v i d i n g machinery i n the C h a r t e r f o r d e a l i n g w i t h 

t e r r i t o r i a l t r u s t e e s h i p s . 

GREEN: Um-hmm. 

POWELL: These t r u s t e e s h i p s would a p p l y t o 

e x i s t i n g mandates o f the League o f N a t i o n s , t e r r i t o r i e s t o 

be detached from the enemy s t a t e s at the end o f the war, 
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and any o t h e r t e r r i t o r y t h a t might be v o l u n t a r i l y p l a c e d 

under t r u s t e e s h i p . 

I t was f u r t h e r agreed at Y a l t a t h a t a t the 

C h a r t e r C o n f e r e n c e t h e r e would be no d i s c u s s i o n o f 

s p e c i f i c t e r r i t o r i e s , o n l y the machinery and the 

p r i n c i p l e s o f t r u s t e e s h i p . 

Do you r e c a l l whose i n i t i a t i v e t h i s 

f o r m u l a t i o n was proposed? 

GREEN; I was not a t Y a l t a . 

POWELL: I d i d n ' t know whether t h i s was 

something t h a t might have been worked out i n the d i v i s i o n 

o f dependent t e r r i t o r i e s i n t h e S t a t e Department. 

GREEN: I j u s t don't remember. I'm s o r r y . 

POWELL: Because i t was a very i n t e r e s t i n g 

f o r m u l a t i o n . 

GREEN: Oh y e s . 

POWELL: And I t h i n k i t was a c c e p t e d . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: By a l l o f the governments, and then 

s u b s e q u e n t l y they had t o c a r r y out t h i s c o n s u l t a t i o n . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Now when and under what 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s were you a s s i g n e d t o the San F r a n c i s c o 

C o n f e r e n c e ? 
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GREEN; I t h i n k i t was A l g e r H i s s who 

a p p a r e n t l y was p l e a s e d w i t h my work as documents o f f i c e r , 

so I was t e c h n i c a l l y documents o f f i c e r out a t San 

F r a n c i s c o . 

POWELL; You're l i s t e d i n the d i r e c t o r y as 

one o f h i s a s s i s t a n t s . 

GREEN; Yes. 

POWELL; What were your d u t i e s t h e r e ? 

GREEN; W e l l , j u s t a g a i n making s u r e t h a t 

a l l t he d e l e g a t i o n s got t h e i r papers on t i m e , which was 

much more c o m p l i c a t e d than Dumbarton Oaks, o f c o u r s e . 

POWELL; Yes, because you had a documents 

o f f i c e r . 

GREEN; Yes. 

POWELL; I b e l i e v e B i l l Bruce was the 

documents o f f i c e r . No, he was the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f f i c e r . 

Waldo C h a m b e r l a i n was the documents o f f i c e r . A l o t o f 

peo p l e I knew from t h o s e days. 

GREEN; I p r o b a b l y d i d a l o t o f the work. 

POWELL; Now one t h i n g t h a t ' s always 

i n t r i g u e d me, how l o n g i n advance d i d the S t a t e Department 

s t a r t p l a n n i n g f o r San F r a n c i s c o ? O b v i o u s l y you c o u l d n ' t 

mount a major c o n f e r e n c e i n t h e few weeks between the 

Y a l t a M e e t i n g and A p r i l 2 5 t h . 
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GREEN; No. 

POWELL; So you must have been p l a n n i n g . 

Whether you knew i t was g o i n g t o be i n San F r a n c i s c o or 

some o t h e r l o c a t i o n , you must have been l a y i n g out the 

b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e c o n f e r e n c e ? 

GREEN; Oh, I t h i n k so. Once Dumbarton Oaks 

was over the work began on a much more e l a b o r a t e f a s h i o n . 

POWELL; Yes. 

GREEN; P l a n s f o r the San F r a n c i s c o 

C o n f e r e n c e . One o f the many i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s o f San 

F r a n c i s c o was t h a t the minute i t was announced t h a t the 

c o n f e r e n c e would be h e l d t h e r e , the S t a t e Department 

s i m p l y i n u n d a t e d by t e l e p h o n e c a l l s , t e l e g r a m s , l e t t e r s , 

whatnot, ev e r y p r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n , what we now c a l l NGO, 

wanted t o be r e p r e s e n t e d a t San F r a n c i s c o 

And I was put i n charge o f k e e p i n g the f i l e 

and a c k n o w l e d g i n g the l e t t e r s and so f o r t h . I s o r t e d them 

o u t . L a b o r , v e t e r a n s , women, whatnot, and i t got up t o 

t h r e e o r f o u r hundred. Somebody above me t e l e p h o n e d San 

F r a n c i s c o and they s a i d t h e r e s i m p l y won't be room i n the 

h o t e l s and t h e assembly h a l l s . You have to g i v e p r i o r i t y 

t o the d e l e g a t i o n s . 

We can t a k e f o r t y , f o r t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s . So 

e v e n t u a l l y i t ended up to be 42. We were made c o n s u l t a n t s 
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t o t he U n i t e d S t a t e s D e l e g a t i o n . The word NGO came i n 

l a t e r , but t h e r e was 42 c o n s u l t a n t s and, a g a i n -¬

POWELL; Who had the job of p i c k i n g the 42? 

GREEN; W e l l , A l g e r H i s s and the White House 

got i n v o l v e d i n t h i s , p i c k i n g out the key ones. My low 

p o i n t was g o i n g down the s t r e e t one morning t o t e l l the 

p r e s i d e n t o f the Daughters o f the American R e v o l u t i o n t h a t 

they were not i n v i t e d . 

But i t worked very w e l l . The f o r t y was 

s t r e t c h e d t o 42 and you had a ve r y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e group of 

a l l d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s o f American l i f e out t h e r e . I t was 

they who pushed human r i g h t s i n t o the C h a r t e r . N e i t h e r o f 

the major powers was a t a l l i n t e r e s t e d i n human r i g h t s . 

N e i t h e r the U.S. nor the S o v i e t s . 

But t h e NGOs l o b b i e d and l o b b i e d and they 

got Romulo o f the P h i l i p p i n e s , Dr. E v a t t of A u s t r a l i a , and 

Mr. F r a s e r o f New Ze a l a n d on t h e i r s i d e and thos e t h r e e 

pushed human r i g h t s i n t o t h e c h a r t e r . 

POWELL: And o f c o u r s e they were a l s o 

l o b b y i n g f o r c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s i n the economic c o u n c i l . 

GREEN: Yes. That's r i g h t . 

POWELL; Now an o t h e r key p e r s o n , I b e l i e v e 

he was w o r k i n g v e r y c l o s e l y w i t h A l g e r H i s s , i s E a s t o n 

R o t h w e l l . 



-21- JAMES GREEN 
21/04/86 

GREEN: Oh y e s . 

POWELL: He's d e s i g n a t e d as E x e c u t i v e 

S e c r e t a r y . Now how d i d h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y j i b e w i t h t h o s e 

o f A l g e r H i s s ? I guess t h e r e was p l e n t y f o r everybody t o 

do? 

GREEN: Oh, y e s . Yes. He, I t h i n k , j u s t 

took o r d e r s from H i s s . E a s t o n was a very a b l e and a c t i v e 

p e r s o n . 

POWELL: At the San F r a n c i s c o C o n f e r e n c e , 

d i d H i s s c o n c e n t r a t e on t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s i d e o f t h e 

c o n f e r e n c e or was he i n v o l v e d i n the p o l i t i c a l s i d e ? Now 

he wasn't on the d e l e g a t i o n . 

GREEN: No. No. He was the S e c r e t a r i a t . 

POWELL: Yes. 

GREEN: So t o speak. He was t h e o r e t i c a l l y 

an i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c r e t a r i a t . I t h i n k t h e r e was one 

Canadian and one B r i t i s h i n v o l v e d . 

POWELL: I was g o i n g t o say i t was 99 

p e r c e n t A m e r i c a n . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: I t had t o be. 

GREEN: Yes. But t e c h n i c a l l y i t was an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c r e t a r i a t . 
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POWELL; Now, d i d your d u t i e s i n San 

F r a n c i s c o p e r m i t you t o f o l l o w i n d e t a i l the work o f any 

p a r t i c u l a r commission or committee? I'm t h i n k i n g i n 

p a r t i c u l a r o f the committee f o r of the commission t o , 

which was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r d r a f t i n g the p r o v i s i o n s i n the 

C h a r t e r f o r an i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r u s t e e s h i p system. 

GREEN: No, I was p u r e l y on the m e c h a n i c a l 

s i d e . 

POWELL: I s e e . Because I f i n d i t r e c o r d e d 

t h a t i n May, j u s t over a month b e f o r e the c o n f e r e n c e 

c o n c l u d e d , the B i g F i v e p l u s A u s t r a l i a put i n a w o r k i n g 

paper on the s u b j e c t o f t h e t r u s t e e s h i p system, t o the 

committee, and i t s o f t e n i n t r i g u e d me why the B i g F i v e 

p l u s A u s t r a l i a ? And, o f c o u r s e , A u s t r a l i a was g o i n g t o be 

one o f the t r u s t e e s h i p powers. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: I don't know how E v a t t got i n on 

t h a t one. 

GREEN: I don't know. He was a very dynamic 

p e r s o n . 

POWELL: Yes he was. 

GREEN: He pushed h i s way i n , p r o b a b l y . 

POWELL: Yes. We were m e n t i o n i n g e a r l i e r 

t h a t a t Dumbarton Oaks you saw Gromyko f o r the f i r s t t i m e . 
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GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Now a t San F r a n c i s c o were you a b l e 

to watch, s a y , a man l i k e M o l o t o v a t a l l ? 

GREEN: No. I'd j u s t see him a t a d i s t a n c e . 

POWELL: Yes. 

GREEN: I'd never met him. 

POWELL: How about our own d e l e g a t i o n ? Now 

we had H a r o l d S t a s s e n , Dean V i r g i n i a G i l d e r s l e e v e , people 

o f t h a t c a l i b e r . 

GREEN: I t was a very s t r o n g d e l e g a t i o n . 

POWELL: Yes. 

GREEN: Of t h e American c o n t i n g e n t when the 

C h a r t e r was s i g n e d o n l y S t a s s e n and I s u r v i v e . 

POWELL: I s t h a t so? 

GREEN: I went out f o r the f o r t i e t h 

a n n i v e r s a r y a t the end o f June, j u s t a s e n t i m e n t a l j o u r n e y . 

POWELL: Very good! 

GREEN: And S t a s s e n and I c o n g r a t u l a t e d 

o u r s e l v e s on our l o n g e v i t y . 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) 

GREEN: Because t h e r e are o n l y two o f the 

American ceremony. 

POWELL: I s t h a t so? That's f a s c i n a t i n g , 

y e s . 
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GREEN; In h i s e a r l y days he was s l e n d e r and 

b a l d i n g . Today he i s plump w i t h a r e d d i s h brown h a i r p i e c e . 

POWELL; ( l a u g h s ) 

GREEN; I wouldn't have r e c o g n i z e d him i f I 

had met him on the s t r e e t . 

POWELL; R e a l l y ? I t h i n k he l i v e s i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

GREEN; I t h i n k s o . 

POWELL; Now t h e B r i t i s h , they had two 

f u t u r e Prime M i n i s t e r s on t h a t team. There was Clement 

A t t l e e and Anthony Eden. 

GREEN; Oh, y e s . 

POWELL; I mean t h a t ' s i n a d d i t i o n t o t h a t 

s t r o n g team t h a t they had a l r e a d y brought to Dumbarton 

Oaks. 

GREEN; Yes. 

POWELL; D i d you see a n y t h i n g o f Eden or 

A t t l e e ? 

GREEN; No. J u s t a t a d i s t a n c e . 

POWELL; And o f c o u r s e the F r e n c h , they had 

Georges B i d a u l t . 

GREEN; Yes. 

POWELL: I have not read an e s t i m a t e o f the 

i n f l u e n c e o f the French a t San F r a n c i s c o . I don't know, 
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beyond t r y i n g t o get French t o be a working language o f 

the U.N. ( l a u g h s ) I know t h a t . 

GREEN: Yes. W e l l they won t h a t p o i n t . 

There's an amusing l i t t l e p o i n t on t h a t one. The B r i t i s h 

and the Americans i n s i s t e d on the U n i t e d N a t i o n s " i s " and 

"does" you see. A p l u r a l s u b j e c t w i t h a s i n g u l a r v e r b . 

The F r e n c h s a i d , "no. No way." 

And so i t became (speaks F r e n c h ) . 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) 

GREEN: F r e n c h grammar took p r i o r i t y . 

POWELL: Yes. I had a f r i e n d , a Frenchman 

who had spe n t the war i n New York. As he put i t i n the 

Park Avenue Underground, and when the French d e l e g a t i o n 

came t o New York they p i c k e d him up and they s a i d , "Rene, 

you're coming t o San F r a n c i s c o w i t h us, and you have one 

j o b , and t h a t i s t o make s u r e t h a t French becomes one o f 

the w o r k i n g languages o f the U.N." ( l a u g h s ) 

GREEN: Very good. 

POWELL: We were a l s o m e n t i o n i n g Romulo. He 

was a n o t h e r f a s c i n a t i n g c h a r a c t e r . I b e l i e v e t h a t he was 

k e e n l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the r o l e o f dependent t e r r i t o r i e s . 

GREEN: Oh, I t h i n k so. Yes. 

POWELL: D i d you see much of him? 
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GREEN: J u s t a t a d i s t a n c e , and a t t h i s 

f o r t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y , o f t h e o r i g i n a l s S t a s s e n , Romulo and 

Dr. M a l i k o f Lebanon. 

POWELL; Oh, d i d Dr. M a l i c k come t h e r e ? 

GREEN; Yes, he was t h e r e and I went up and 

i n t r o d u c e d m y s e l f because I had known him i n Committee 

Three i n Mrs. R o o s e v e l t ' s day. Romulo was i n a w h e e l c h a i r 

and o f c o u r s e d i e d a few months l a t e r . 

POWELL; Yes. 

GREEN; But he was a very c o l o r f u l , v ery 

a b l e p e r s o n , I'm s u r e . 

POWELL; He was one o f the f i r s t p e rsons we 

i n t e r v i e w e d i n t h i s O r a l H i s t o r y Program. One o f the l a s t 

t i m e s he came t o New York. 

GREEN; Oh, f o r heaven's sake. 

POWELL; Yes. Now s i n c e you were working i n 

the S e c r e t a r i a t and a t San F r a n c i s c o , presumably you were 

not p r i v y t o a l o t o f t h e b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s d i s c u s s i o n ? 

GREEN; No. 

POWELL; Among the d e l e g a t i o n s . 

GREEN; No. 

POWELL; At the same time S e c r e t a r i a t 

members, as I know from e x p e r i e n c e , have a p r e t t y c l o s e 

knowledge o f what's g o i n g on. 
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GREEN; Yes. 

POWELL: From your v i e w p o i n t d i d you ever 

have a f e e l i n g t h a t the c o n f e r e n c e might f a i l ? 

GREEN: I don't t h i n k so, but a g a i n my 

memory i s very hazy on t h a t . 

POWELL: Yes. A l r i g h t . What was the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h e S e c r e t a r i a t and the v a r i o u s 

d e l e g a t i o n s i n San F r a n c i s c o ? You l i v e d and worked 

c h e e k - b y - j o w l , as i t were, f o r about two months. Did the 

d e l e g a t i o n s c o o p e r a t e and u n d e r s t a n d t h e i r problems? 

GREEN: Oh, I t h i n k so. 

POWELL; Were they s u s p i c i o u s o f a 

S e c r e t a r i a t t h a t o f n e c e s s i t y was p r i m a r i l y American? 

GREEN; Not t h a t I remember, and they had 

such r e s p e c t f o r A l g e r H i s s . 

POWELL: They d i d . 

GREEN: H i s i n t e l l i g e n c e and a b i l i t y . 

POWELL: But t h e r e was a good i n t e r a c t i o n ? 

GREEN; Yes. As f a r as I know. Yes. 

POWELL; Good. Now, I b e l i e v e t h a t we're 

almost up t o June 2 6 t h , and you had a s p e c i a l assignment 

on t h e day t h a t the C h a r t e r was s i g n e d . T e l l us about 

t h a t . 
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GREEN; W e l l , I was asked to be S t a t e 

Department Usher f o r P r e s i d e n t Truman who had f l o w n out t o 

a d d r e s s t h e c o n f e r e n c e I t h i n k the n i g h t b e f o r e , or the 

a f t e r n o o n b e f o r e , and then was t o w i t n e s s the s i g n i n g by 

the U n i t e d S t a t e s D e l e g a t i o n . 

A l g e r H i s s asked me t o be h i s u s h e r , and 

someone e l s e was usher f o r t h e d e l e g a t i o n p r o p e r , so I'm 

i n a l l t h e p h o t o g r a p h s , as you saw t h i s morning, s t a n d i n g 

b e h i n d P r e s i d e n t Truman. 

I t was a more p o i g n a n t o c c a s i o n than I had 

r e a l i z e d when I p i c k e d up the papers the next day because 

S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e S t e t t i n i u s was the f i r s t t o s i g n , and 

h i s hands were s h a k i n g v i s i b l y . He s a i d , " w e l l c a n ' t I 

j u s t f a k e t h i s and do i t l a t e r ? " 

W e l l , t h i s was b e f o r e the days o f t e l e v i s i o n 

so they c a l l e d t h e n e w s r e e l cameramen down and he s a i d , 

"no, Mr. S e c r e t a r y . We have a t e l e s c o p i c l e n s on t o p i c k 

up ev e r y s i g n a t u r e , and we're g o i n g to send them o f f t o 

Guatemala and Luxemborg as s o u v e n i r s . " 

" A l r i g h t . I ' l l s i g n . " He had j u s t been 

f i r e d t h a t morning. 

POWELL: As S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e ? 

GREEN; As S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e by the l i t t l e 

P r e s i d e n t s t a n d i n g b e h i n d him, and he was v i s i b l y 
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s h a k i n g . And t h e r e a s o n was o b v i o u s , i n r e t r o s p e c t , a f t e r 

i t o c c u r r e d . I n t h o s e days, under the Act o f C o n g r e s s , i f 

t h e P r e s i d e n t d i e d or was i n c a p a c i t a t e d w i t h o u t a V i c e 

P r e s i d e n t , as was t h e case of Truman, the S e c r e t a r y o f 

S t a t e became P r e s i d e n t . 

Everybody i n t h e White House agreed t h a t Ed 

S t e t t i n i u s was not up t o the top j o b and a rump s e s s i o n o f 

the C a b i n e t was c a l l e d by t h e S e c r e t a r y o f the Navy, James 

F o r r e s t a l , and F o r r e s t a l went t o the P r e s i d e n t and s a i d 

t h a t we a l l agree t h a t Ed S t e t t i n i u s s h o u l d not c o n t i n u e 

as S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e and we would urge you t o f i n d 

someone w i t h a broad p o l i t i c a l base. 

Truman c o u l d n ' t w a i t f o r the c o n f e r e n c e t o 

end. The l a s t day, the morning of the l a s t day when the 

C h a r t e r was s i g n e d he f i r e d S t e t t i n i u s and announced the 

n e x t day t h a t James F. B u r n s , S e n a t o r Burns, would become 

the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e . 

The law has now been changed t h a t i n case 

the P r e s i d e n t d i e s w i t h o u t a V i c e P r e s i d e n t the Speaker of 

t h e House i n h e r i t s , which i s much more s e n s i b l e . 

POWELL: But S t e t t i n i u s , of c o u r s e , d i d s t a y 

on f o r some t i m e as the f i r s t permanent r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o 

t h e U.N. 

GREEN: I b e l i e v e s o , y e s . 



-30- JAMES GREEN 
21/04/86 

POWELL: Because he was i n London. I saw 
him t h e r e . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: How d i d they do the a c t u a l 

s i g n i n g ? D i d they do i t i n a l p h a b e t i c a l o r d e r ? Or how 

d i d they t a k e the s i g n i n g o f the C h a r t e r ? Was t h a t q u i t e 

a sound one? I t must have been one o f the t h i n g s t o work 

o u t . 

GREEN: I t was a very c o m p l i c a t e d ceremony 

and I was one o f the head u s h e r s . I got i t o r g a n i z e d . I t 

was supposed t o be c o m p l e t e l y a l p h a b e t i c a l , but they broke 

the o r d e r i n t h e a f t e r n o o n so t h a t P r e s i d e n t Truman was i n 

town and c o u l d be t h e r e . 

So t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s came somewhere i n the 

mid d l e o f the ceremony, j u s t t o accomodate the P r e s i d e n t . 

A r g e n t i n a and Guatemala, who were supposed t o come f i r s t 

and s i x t h , asked t h a t they come at the end a f t e r the 

U n i t e d Kingdom s i g n e d because they were f e a r f u l t h a t the 

U n i t e d Kingdom, i n the case o f A r g e n t i n a , might t a k e an 

e x c e p t i o n t o t h e M a l v i n a s I s l a n d s . 

I t was t h e f i r s t time I'd ever heard o f the 

M a l v i n a s I s l a n d s . Not t h e l a s t t i m e . 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) 
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GREEN: Guatemala was a f r a i d t h a t the 

B r i t i s h might t a k e an e x c e p t i o n t o B e l i z e , which was a 

d i s p u t e d t e r r i t o r y , so they came l a s t . And the B r i t i s h , 

o f c o u r s e , put i n no r e s e r v a t i o n s at a l l . So they s i g n e d 

l a s t , out o f o r d e r . So t h e r e ' s two very s p e c i a l p o l i t i c a l 

r e a s o n s . But i t was a ve r y c o m p l i c a t e d b u s i n e s s , 

a l p h a b e t i c a l l y . 

POWELL: How d i d you f e e l when the s i g n i n g 

was over t h a t day, Mr. Green? D id you t h i n k t h a t the 

government had done a c r e d i b l e j o b ? Had they put t o g e t h e r 

a w orkable and e f f e c t i v e i n s t r u m e n t ? 

GREEN: Oh, I t h i n k so, yes. Granted a l l 

the d i f f i c u l t i e s i t ' s a p r e t t y good document and i t ' s h e l d 

up very w e l l . 

POWELL: That's my next q u e s t i o n . I was 

g o i n g t o say l o o k i n g back over f o r t y y e a r s , and i n t h a t 

i n t e r v a l we have had the a r r i v a l o f the n u c l e a r age. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: The c o m p l e t i o n , a l m o s t , o f the 

d e c o l o n i z a t i o n p r o c e s s , and t h e emergence o f s c o r e s o f new 

n a t i o n s . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: I s t h e C h a r t e r of 1945 adequate f o r 

the w o r l d t o d a y ? Or does i t need d r a s t i c r e v i s i o n ? 
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GREEN: No, I t h i n k i t ' s adequate, and 

s p e a k i n g o f t h e s e new n a t i o n s , at t h i s f o r t i e t h 

a n n i v e r s a r y ceremony t h e r e was a very i m p r e s s i v e o p e n i n g . 

Mayor Diane F i e n s t e i n , w i t h a w h i t e d r e s s 

and a w h i t e h a t , g r e e t e d t h e a u d i e n c e . Then t h e r e was a 

b r i e f b l a c k and w h i t e n e w s r e e l i n which I'm s t a n d i n g 

b e h i n d P r e s i d e n t Truman as t h e C h a r t e r i s s i g n e d by the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

Then on t h e s t a g e where the C h a r t e r had been 

s i g n e d were the o r i g i n a l f i f t y f l a g s , j u s t as they had 

been b e f o r e w i t h a b i g round t a b l e i n f r o n t o f them. Then 

down the two a i s l e s came Boy S c o u t s and G i r l S c o u t s 

c a r r y i n g a hundred and n i n e f l a g s o f the new members. I t 

was very t o u c h i n g , and a l l ' 109 f l a g s behind the o r i g i n a l 

f i f t y . I t was a very i m p r e s s i v e ceremony. 

And now up t o 159 members. But the C h a r t e r , 

I t h i n k , works, on b a l a n c e , very w e l l . 

POWELL: B e f o r e e x p l o r i n g the next phases o f 

your a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s i t might be 

a p p r o p r i a t e t o ask you your i m p r e s s i o n of the a t t i t u d e s o f 

the major c o l o n i a l powers toward the p r o v i s i o n s r e l a t i n g 

t o t r u s t and n o n - s e l f - g o v e r n i n g t e r r i t o r i e s i n the 

C h a r t e r , as t h e system dev e l o p e d i n the U.N. 

END OF TAPE SIDE ONE 
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I'm t h i n k i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r o f B r i t a i n , 

F r a n c e , B e l g i u m and P o r t u g a l . Did they c o n s i d e r t h a t the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s was p u s h i n g them too f a s t and too hard? 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: I'm t h i n k i n g o f Churchill 's remark 

t h a t he d i d not become t h e k i n g ' s f i r s t m i n i s t e r t o 

p r e s i d e over t h e l i q u i d a t i o n o f the Empire. 

GREEN: Yes. They were very unhappy w i t h 

our a n t i - c o l o n i a l s t a n d and we pushed i t p r e t t y hard 

because we were a c o l o n i a l power o u r s e l v e s on a modest 

s c a l e , compared t o them. 

They were v e r y unhappy w i t h the way we 

were opposed t o a l l t h i s . You're coming, a l i t t l e l a t e r I 

presume, t o t h e London P r e p a r a t o r y Commission m e e t i n g . 

POWELL: Yes. 

GREEN: There t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s pushed 

t h r o u g h , Benjamin G e r i g and Ralph Bunche, and I on the 

s i d e l i n e s , pushed t h r o u g h a r e s o l u t i o n r e q u e s t i n g the 

s t a t e s a d m i n i s t e r i n g dependent t e r r i t o r i e s t o submit t h e i r 

f i r s t a n n u a l r e p o r t s i n time f o r the meeting o f the 

G e n e r a l Assembly i n September. 

T h i s would be J a n u a r y , and t h a t was not very 

p o p u l a r w i t h t h e o t h e r c o l o n i a l powers, but we wanted t o 

f o c u s a t t e n t i o n on t h a t i s s u e . One of my j o b s was to 
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c o l l e c t the papers f o r the U n i t e d S t a t e s . We were the 

f i r s t ones t o get them i n , get our annual r e p o r t s i n . 

That was one o f my major g a f f e s i n my S t a t e 

Department c a r e e r . Under A l g e r H i s s ' s d i r e c t i o n I was 

t o l d t o get t h e l a t e s t Governor Report f o r P u e r t o R i c o , 

H a w a i i , t h e V i r g i n I s l a n d s and whatnot, and I a l s o 

c o l l e c t e d one from the War Department on the Panama C a n a l . 

I d r a f t e d a p r e s s r e l e a s e which made the 

f r o n t page of the Times. The U n i t e d S t a t e s , the f i r s t 

a d m i n i s t e r i n g power t o submit i t s r e p o r t s t o the G e n e r a l 

Assembly, and t h e r o o f f e l l i n on me because the A s s i s t a n t 

S e c r e t a r y f o r L a t i n American A f f a i r s s a i d t h a t the Panama 

C a n a l i s not a dependent t e r r i t o r y . I t ' s j u s t a c a n a l . 

You must withdraw t h a t r e p o r t i m m e d i a t e l y . 

W e l l , S e c r e t a r y Atcheson had a major 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n between A l g e r H i s s , on my s i d e , and the 

A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y , whose name escapes me a t the moment. 

S p e r l B r a i d e n ? Does t h a t sound r i g h t ? 

POWELL: Yes, S p e r l Braiden. 

GREEN: On the L a t i n American s i d e , and 

Atcheson reached one o f t h o s e marvelous Solomon-type 

d e c i s i o n s t h a t i f Panama o b j e c t e d , we would withdraw the 

r e p o r t . B r a i d e n i n s i s t e d t h a t we withdraw the Panama 

r e f e r e n c e . Only i f Panama o b j e c t e d would we withdraw the 
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r e p o r t , but under no c i r c u m s t a n c e s would we ever submit 

a n o t h e r one. 

W e l l f o r t u n a t e l y Panama d i d not o b j e c t , so 

the r e p o r t s t a y e d . 

POWELL: They d i d n ' t o b j e c t ? That's what 

they d i d ? 

GREEN: I don't t h i n k so. As f a r as I can 

remember. But i t was a very embarassing moment f o r me. I 

j u s t g o o f e d . I d i d n ' t c o n s u l t enough p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y 

Mr. B r a i d e n . 

POWELL: Yes, and thos e i n t e r - b u r e a u c r a t i c 

— I know what you mean. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Now, a f t e r San F r a n c i s c o I hope you 

had a w e l l d e s e r v e d v a c a t i o n b e f o r e you took o f f f o r 

London? 

GREEN: I t h i n k s o . 

POWELL: At t h a t time you were A c t i n g 

A s s o c i a t e C h i e f o f the D i v i s i o n o f Dependent Area A f f a i r s . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: What p r e c i s e l y were your d u t i e s i n 

London and d u r i n g the P r e p a r a t o r y Commission? Were you 

a s s i g n e d t o Committee Four which d e a l t w i t h the 

t r u s t e e s h i p m a t t e r s ? 
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GREEN: Yes. As I remember G e r i g , Bunche 

and I were a l l i n t h a t f i e l d and l o b b y i n g t o get t h i s 

r e s o l u t i o n t h r o u g h c a l l i n g on t h e c o l o n i a l powers t o 

submit t h e i r r e p o r t s i n time f o r the r e g u l a r s e s s i o n o f 

the G e n e r a l Assembly, and we d i d a g r e a t d e a l o f l o b b y i n g 

i n t h i s f i e l d . 

One o f my f a v o r i t e Bunche s t o r i e s i s t h a t 

j u s t a day or two b e f o r e t h e P r e p a r a t o r y Commission broke 

up we d e c i d e d t h a t we would g i v e a c o c k t a i l p a r t y f o r a l l 

t h e p e o p l e who had h e l p e d u s , the Western Europeans and a 

few o f t h e L a t i n A mericans, and e s p e c i a l l y the 

S c a n d i n a v i a n s . 

The Danish d e l e g a t e had been most a c t i v e and 

most h e l p f u l . Benjamin G e r i g was to i n v i t e f i v e and 

Bunche was t o i n v i t e f i v e and I was to i n v i t e f i v e , or 

something l i k e t h a t , the d e l e g a t e s . Bunche's l i s t 

i n c l u d e d t h e S c a n d i n a v i a n s , t h e Danish d e l e g a t e . 

W e l l , the p a r t y s t a r t e d o f f and t h e r e was no 

Dan i s h d e l e g a t e . The Swedish d e l e g a t e was t h e r e . So 

a f t e r the p a r t y was over G e r i g and I c o r r a l l e d Bunche and 

s a i d , " f o r heaven's s a k e s , where was the Danish d e l e g a t e ? 

Why t h e Swede?" 

"Oh," s a i d R a l p h Bunche, "you know t o us 

b l a c k f o l k s a l l t h e S c a n d i n a v i a n s l o o k a l i k e . " 
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POWELL; ( l a u g h s ) Oh t h a t sounds l i k e Ralph 

Bunche. We've been t a l k i n g a l o t , Mr. Green, about Ben 

G e r i g . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL; I remember meeting him on a number 

o f o c c a s i o n s both i n London and l a t e r on. What was he 

l i k e ? What was h i s background? He was a s p e c i a l i s t i n 

dependent a r e a s ? 

GREEN; Yes. I cannot remember h i s 

background, I'm s o r r y t o s a y , and he was a very d i f f i c u l t 

p e r s o n t o work w i t h . 

POWELL; He was? 

GREEN; I n f a c t I changed j o b s . F i n a l l y I 

j u s t c o u l d n ' t t a k e i t any l o n g e r . He was very 

s e l f - c e n t e r e d , v e r y i n d e p e n d e n t , wanted to t a k e a l l the 

c r e d i t f o r h i m s e l f and I j u s t c o u l d n ' t t a k e i t any l o n g e r . 

That's when I s h i f t e d j o b s over t o W a l t e r 

K o t s c h n i g i n Economic and S o c i a l A f f a i r s . 

POWELL; He s t a y e d on i n the S t a t e 

Department? 

GREEN: Oh, I t h i n k so. Yes. 

POWELL: I t h i n k s o . I r e c a l l he was t h e r e 

f o r a l o n g , l o n g t i m e . 

GREEN: Yes. 
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POWELL; Now I r e c a l l t h a t t h i s Committee 

Four o f the P r e p a r a t o r y Commission drew up the p r o v i s i o n a l 

r u l e s o f p r o c e d u r e f o r t h e T r u s t e e s h i p C o u n c i l , but i t 

c o u l d n ' t do much more because no t r u s t e e s h i p agreements 

had y e t been drawn up. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Now t h e r e was a p r o p o s a l , I 

b e l i e v e , b e f o r e the committee t h a t a temporary t r u s t e e s h i p 

committee s h o u l d be s e t up t o c a r r y out c e r t a i n o f the 

f u n c t i o n s a s s i g n e d by the C h a r t e r t o the T r u s t e e s h i p 

C o u n c i l , b e f o r e the c o u n c i l c o u l d be e s t a b l i s h e d . 

GREEN: You've r e a l l y done your homework. 

POWELL: But t h e R u s s i a n s and the Y u g o s l a v s , 

among o t h e r s , s a i d t h i s i s c o n t r a r y t o the C h a r t e r and i t 

was never done. Do you r e c a l l a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t ? 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: Now d i d you remain i n London a f t e r 

the P r e p a r a t o r y Commission f o r t h e f i r s t s e s s i o n o f the 

G e n e r a l Assembly or d i d you go back t o Washington f o r a 

t i m e ? There wasn't a g r e a t d e a l -- I t h i n k t h e r e was o n l y 

about s i x weeks i n t h e r e . 

GREEN; I t h i n k s o . I t h i n k I went back t o 

Washington. 
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POWELL; You d i d ? Now you're l i s t e d i n the 

d e l e g a t i o n t o the Assembly as an a d v i s e r . That was 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t r u s t e e s h i p dependent a r e a s . 

GREEN: I t h i n k s o . Yes. 

POWELL: Next t o the B r i t i s h , where a f t e r 

a l l we're i n t h e i r home town, t h e Americans had the 

l a r g e s t d e l e g a t i o n o f a l l . 

GREEN: Yes. As u s u a l . 

POWELL: And t h e r e were as many c a t e g o r i e s , 

I guess, as t h e r e a r e p r e l a t e s i n the V a t i c a n . I have 

seen d e l e g a t e s o f a l t e r n a t e s p e c i a l a d v i s e r s , s e n i o r 

a d v i s e r s , and j u s t a d v i s e r s . 

I see A l g e r H i s s was l i s t e d as a s p e c i a l 

a d v i s e r . What, f o r example, d i d he do then? 

GREEN: I r e a l l y don't know. That's s t r a n g e . 

POWELL: I don't remember him p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i n London. 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: But he was t h e r e a l r i g h t . 

GREEN; I j u s t don't remember. I'm s o r r y . 

POWELL; And I remember, of c o u r s e , s e e i n g 

Leo P a s v o l s k y t h e r e . 

GREEN: Yes. 
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POWELL: What was he do i n g ? S e e i n g whether 

h i s C h a r t e r was working? 

GREEN: He was p r o b a b l y r u n n i n g the show. 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) There were a c o u p l e o f 

new names t h a t appeared on t h e d e l e g a t i o n l i s t f o r the 

f i r s t t i m e . I'm t h i n k i n g o f E l e a n o r R o o s e v e l t and A d l a i 

S t e v e n s o n . 

Did you see e i t h e r o f them i n a c t i o n ? 

GREEN: Not much. I'd f o r g o t t e n t h a t they 

were t h e r e . T h i s i s the P r e p a r a t o r y Commission? 

POWELL: No, t h i s i s the f i r s t s e s s i o n . 

GREEN: Oh, the f i r s t s e s s i o n . 

POWELL: In J a n u a r y . 

GREEN: Oh y e s , the January s e s s i o n . I'm 

s o r r y . 

POWELL: A d l a i Stevenson was a c t u a l l y a t the 

P r e p a r a t o r y Commission. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Mrs. R o o s e v e l t d i d n ' t come over 

u n t i l t h e J a n u a r y . 

GREEN: Yes. That's r i g h t . And i n t h o s e 

days you t r a v e l l e d by s h i p . We a l l came back, I t h i n k , on 

the same s h i p . 
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POWELL: Yes, they used to say t h a t the end 

o f the G e n e r a l Assembly depended on the f i n a l s a i l i n g o f 

the Queen Mary. 

GREEN: Yes. B e f o r e C h r i s t m a s . 

POWELL: B e f o r e C h r i s t m a s . 

GREEN: A b s o l u t e l y . 

POWELL: Now Bunche d i d not j o i n t he 

S e c r e t a r i a t u n t i l a f t e r London. I don't know when i t 

was. D i d you work c l o s e l y w i t h him i n London a t t h a t t i m e ? 

GREEN: I r e a l l y don't r e c a l l . I'm s o r r y . 

T h i s i s the London Assembly? 

POWELL: Yes. 

GREEN: W e l l p r o b a b l y . 

POWELL: I remember s e e i n g him i n London. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: And I b e l i e v e he was working on 

t r u s t e e s h i p m a t t e r s a t the t i m e . 

GREEN: I t h i n k s o . 

POWELL: Because t h a t ' s what he came t o i n 

the S e c r e t a r i a t . 

GREEN: I t was always G e r i g , Bunche and 

Green, i n t h a t o r d e r . 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) Yes. I f you had t o 

d e s c r i b e Bunche now f o r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s , and I'm 
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t h i n k i n g t h a t t h i s i s g o i n g t o be used i n the next 25 or 

50 y e a r s , how would you d e s c r i b e the man? 

GREEN: Oh, an e x t r a o r d i n a r y c o m b i n a t i o n o f 

i n t e l l i g e n c e and warmth and humor. He had a g r e a t sense 

o f humor. The o n l y time — t h e s e were the days o f 

s e m i - s e g r e g a t i o n i n Washington and b l a c k s were not 

a d m i t t e d t o commercial r e s t a u r a n t s . 

So when some o f us w h i t e f o l k s would be 

g o i n g out f o r l u n c h w i t h R a l p h Bunche he would speak 

Fr e n c h and we were g o i n g t o i n t r o d u c e him as the 

Ambassador o f H a i t i . 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) R e a l l y ? 

GREEN: And we got him i n . And even i n the 

government c a f e t e r i a s the w h i t e s were always out i n the 

c e n t e r p a r t and the b l a c k s were around the c o r n e r , out o f 

s i g h t , and we always p l u n k e d R a l p h r i g h t down i n the 

mi d d l e o f the c e n t r a l p a r t of the c a f e t e r i a , e s p e c i a l l y 

o v e r a t the Pentagon. The c o l o n e l s were not amused. 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) You c a n ' t b e l i e v e i t . 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: That's was o n l y 40 y e a r s or so ago. 

GREEN: That's r i g h t . And the o n l y time 

R a l p h ever l o s t h i s temper on the s e g r e g a t i o n i s s u e was 

when the f a m i l y dog d i e d and the Bunche c h i l d r e n wanted a 
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pr o p e r b u r i a l out i n the n a t i o n a l pet cemetary or whatever 

i t ' s c a l l e d , i n Washington. 

So R a l p h went out t o make the arrangements 

and he found, t o h i s dismay, t h e r e ' s one s e c t i o n f o r the 

p e t s o f w h i t e f o l k s and a n o t h e r s e c t i o n f o r the p e t s o f 

b l a c k f o l k s . He s a i d , " t h a t ' s too much." That's the o n l y 

t i m e he e v e r l o s t h i s temper. I t ' s c e r t a i n l y an 

o c c a s i o n . I t ' s u n b e l i e v a b l e . 

POWELL: Yes. And he never l o s t t h a t 

f i g h t i n g s p i r i t r i g h t up t o the end. 

GREEN: Oh no. I s t i l l remember the 

c o n v e r s a t i o n , we were h a v i n g l u n c h w i t h him and i t had 

j u s t been announced t h a t P a u l Robeson was g o i n g o f f t o 

Moscow and P e k i n g , and R a l p h s a i d something I have never 

f o r g o t t e n . 

"You w h i t e f o l k s " — he always s a i d "you 

w h i t e f o l k s " — "must u n d e r s t a n d t h a t a b l a c k man t h a t has 

a sense o f humor l i k e me" — R a l p h — "can s u r v i v e 

a n y t h i n g . But a b l a c k man who does not have a sense of 

humor, l i k e P a u l Robeson, t u r n s to wine, women, song or 

communism." 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) 

GREEN: I've never f o r g o t t e n t h a t , ( l a u g h s ) 
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POWELL: W e l l I remember, i t was i n the 

s i x t i e s , p r o b a b l y about '68. I t was d u r i n g the Vietnam 

War. We had one o f t h e b i g g e s t d e m o n s t r a t i o n s on a 

Sa t u r d a y i n A p r i l than I've ever seen i n New York, and i t 

was l e d by M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g . 

GREEN: Oh. 

POWELL: And i t was announced t h a t K i n g was 

g o i n g t o come t o p r e s e n t a p e t i t i o n t o the U.N. 

GREEN: Hmm. 

POWELL: And t h e r e were l i t e r a l l y hundreds 

o f thousands o f pe o p l e out t h e r e i n the s t r e e t s , and the 

q u e s t i o n was who was g o i n g t o a c c e p t the p e t i t i o n ? Was i t 

g o i n g t o be U Thant? And everybody a d v i s e d U Thant t o 

s t a y home t h a t day. 

So i t came down t o Ralph Bunche. He was 

b l a c k , he was an American, and he was a Nobel Peace P r i z e 

w i n n e r . You c o u l d n ' t t o u c h him. 

GREEN: ( l a u g h s ) 

POWELL: W e l l I , f o r some reason or o t h e r , 

was e l e c t e d t o go down t o t h e gate to c o l l e c t K i n g , and 

when you c o l l e c t e d K i n g you c o l l e c t e d Benjamin Spock and 

— I don't know — about a h a l f a dozen o t h e r s , and t a k e 

them up t o the 30th f l o o r . 
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K i n g was v e r y n e r v o u s , and I t h i n k Ralph 

Bunche was v e r y n e r v o u s . 

GREEN: I would t h i n k so. 

POWELL: Suddenly they shook hands and Ralp h 

Bunche had a marvelous sense o f t i m i n g , because he l e a n e d 

over and he s a i d , " M a r t i n , I haven't seen you s i n c e we 

were on t h a t Freedom March t o g e t h e r i n Selma." And i t 

broke the t e n s i o n c o m p l e t e l y . 

And here were t h e one Nobel Peace P r i z e 

w inner and a f u t u r e one s i t t i n g t h e r e t a l k i n g about the 

C i v i l R i g h t s Movement i n Am e r i c a . And Ralph a c c e p t e d the 

p e t i t i o n . I t went o f f b e a u t i f u l l y , s moothly, but t h a t ' s 

one o f my f a v o r i t e memories o f Ralp h Bunche. 

GREEN: Oh, y e s . I m p r e s s i v e . 

POWELL: Because he f e l t v e r y , very s t r o n g l y 

about the Vietnam War, as you know. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: D e s p i t e h i s f e e l i n g s Ralph J r . 

v o l u n t e e r e d t o go t o Vietnam. 

GREEN: Oh r e a l l y ? 

POWELL: Yes. 

GREEN: I d i d n ' t know t h a t . 

POWELL: Now, l e t ' s come back to the London 

s e s s i o n o f t h e G e n e r a l Assembly, t h a t f i r s t s e s s i o n 
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t h e r e . A g a i n , the t r u s t e e s h i p agreements hadn't y e t been 

n e g o t i a t e d . 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: As I r e c a l l r e a d i n g , c e r t a i n o f the 

c o u n t r i e s t h a t had League o f N a t i o n s mandates — I'm 

t h i n k i n g now o f the U.K. and B e l g i u m , f o r example. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: I n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e i r goverments 

were p r e p a r i n g d r a f t t r u s t e e s h i p agreements and t h a t 

A u s t r a l i a and New Z e a l a n d s a i d they were p r e p a r e d t o p l a c e 

t h e i r mandated t e r r i t o r i e s under t r u s t e e s h i p . 

The two c o u n t r i e s t h a t , from my r e a d i n g , 

appeared t o have been i n the dock a b i t d u r i n g t h a t 

s e s s i o n o f the Assembly were F r a n c e , which announced t h a t 

i t would c o n t i n u e t o a d m i n i s t e r the mandated t e r r i t o r i e s 

o f Togoland and the Cameroons, i n the s p i r i t o f the 

mandate, and South A f r i c a which d i d n ' t make any o f f e r at 

a l l about Southwest A f r i c a and Namibia. 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: Do you r e c a l l t h o s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s ? 

GREEN: No, but t h a t sounds c o r r e c t . 

POWELL: Yes. Was t h e r e much t e n s i o n d u r i n g 

t h a t s e s s i o n o f the G e n e r a l Assembly? 
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GREEN: I don't t h i n k so. Of c o u r s e the 

South A f r i c a n s have always been a b s o l u t e l y adamant. 

POWELL: Yes. They never have moved an i n c h 

on t h a t . I n t h a t f i r s t London s e s s i o n , d i d the committee 

c o n c e n t r a t e , Committee Four t h a t i s , e n t i r e l y on 

t r u s t e e s h i p m a t t e r s ? Or d i d i t devote a t l e a s t a p a r t o f 

i t s t i me on t h e d e c l a r a t i o n on n o n - s e l f - g o v e r n i n g 

t e r r i t o r i e s ? And t h a t A r t i c l e 73 i n f o r m a t i o n ? 

GREEN: I t h i n k the l a t t e r . I t h i n k we 

went beyond t r u s t e e s h i p i n t o the g e n e r a l c o l o n i a l a r e a . 

POWELL:• They d i d ? 

GREEN: But i t ' s very shaky now. I'm very 

shaky. 

POWELL: And d u r i n g t h a t s e s s i o n o f the 

G e n e r a l Assembly d i d you get t o know or see i n a c t i o n the 

f i r s t S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l Trygve L i e ? Because he came i n 

around t h e f i r s t o f F e b r u a r y . 

GREEN: I t h i n k so. No. I have no memory 

of t h a t . 

POWELL: You have no memory of t h a t ? 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: When we come up to the second p a r t 

o f the f i r s t s e s s i o n o f the G e n e r a l Assembly, which was 

h e l d a t Lake Success b e g i n n i n g i n October of '46, d i d you 
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come up t o New York f o r a l l or p a r t of t h a t s e s s i o n ? Or 

where you w o r k i n g from Washington? 

I say t h a t because t h e r e are t e l e p h o n e 

r e c o r d s showing t h a t you were c o n s u l t e d i n Washington. 

GREEN: Um-hmm. W e l l I c e r t a i n l y was a t 

Lake S u c c e s s p a r t o f t h e t i m e . I t c o u l d have been the 

f o l l o w i n g y e a r , because I w e l l remember the one advantage 

o f b e i n g a t Lake Success was you had a c a p t i v e d e l e g a t e 

f o r f o r t y - f i v e minutes and b r i e f on the way o u t . 

POWELL: Oh, I see. 

GREEN: G o i n g . 

POWELL: In t h e c a r ? 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: And the h o t e l . 

GREEN: I t was ve r y d u l l coming back, 

because the meeting was over and everybody was hungry and 

wanted t o get home. But g o i n g out i t was a g r e a t 

advantage because you have a c a p t i v e d e l e g a t e and he had 

t o l i s t e n . 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) W e l l , why I say t h i s -¬

d i d t h e S t a t e Department p r e p a r e a l o t of b r i e f s i n your 

d i v i s i o n f o r , s a y , t h e London meeting? 

GREEN: I don't remember. P r o b a b l y . 
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POWELL: I d i d n ' t know how t h i s was done. 

O b v i o u s l y a l o t o f work had t o be done f o r t h e committee 

d e l e g a t e s . 

GREEN; Yes. I would t h i n k s o . I j u s t 

don't remember d o i n g i t . 

POWELL; There was one t h i n g t h a t was 

p r o v i d e d f o r i n the C h a r t e r , which was s o r t o f a time bomb 

I b e l i e v e , and t h a t was i n t h i s A r t i c l e 79 o f the C h a r t e r 

which says t h a t t h e terms o f t r u s t e e s h i p f o r each 

t e r r i t o r y a r e t o be p l a c e d under the t r u s t e e s h i p system, 

i n c l u d i n g any a l t e r a t i o n or amendment s h a l l be agreed upon 

by the s t a t e s d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n e d . 

Now t h a t phrase was never i n t e r p r e t e d a t 

t h a t t i m e , and i t was d u r i n g t h a t London s e s s i o n o f the 

G e n e r a l Assembly t h a t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s f i n a l l y came down 

and s a i d t h a t i t s h o u l d be i n t e r p r e t e d t o mean o n l y the 

s t a t e a d m i n i s t e r i n g the t r u s t t e r r i t o r y , whereas the 

S o v i e t Union took a d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s i t e view. 

Were you i n v o l v e d i n a l l t h a t ? 

GREEN; No. I t sounds c o r r e c t . 

POWELL; Yes. In f a c t , a f t e r the 

t r u s t e e s h i p agreements were approved at the second p a r t o f 

the f i r s t s e s s i o n , the R u s s i a n s t r i e d t o get them thrown 
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out and d i d n ' t come t o the f i r s t s e s s i o n o f the 

t r u s t e e s h i p c o u n c i l . 

GREEN; Yes. That's r i g h t . 

POWELL; I don't know — do you r e c a l l -¬

t h i s i s a q u e s t i o n which has i n t r i g u e d me and I haven't 

checked t h e r e c o r d — o f c o u r s e e v e n t u a l l y they came back. 

GREEN; Yes. 

POWELL; Do you r e c a l l the c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

under which they d i d t h a t ? 

GREEN; No, but I remember peop l e 

s p e c u l a t i n g t h a t the S o v i e t s r e a l i z e d t h e y'd made a 

m i s t a k e a b s e n t i n g t h e m s e l v e s from the d e c i s i o n . 

POWELL; The S o v i e t b o y c o t t s j u s t never work. 

GREEN; No. And they d e c i d e d they made a 

m i s t a k e and swallowed t h e i r p r i d e and came back. 

POWELL: Yes. 

GREEN: That was the s p e c u l a t i o n a t the 

t i m e . I t d i d n ' t work. 

POWELL: Now d i d you come t o the f i r s t 

s e s s i o n o f t h e t r u s t e e s h i p c o u n c i l ? I know S a i r e was t h e 

GREEN: F r a n c i s S a i r e . 

POWELL: He was the U.S. d e l e g a t e . 

GREEN: Yes. A very a b l e man, t o o . 
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POWELL: Yes. 

GREEN: I thought I was at the f i r s t f o u r 

s e s s i o n s , but I may be wrong. 

POWELL: There was, about t h a t time -- t h i s 

would be '46 — I see i n one o f the S t a t e Department 

r e c o r d s t h a t n o t e s a t e l e p h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n t h a t you had 

w i t h a Mr. M i d d l e t o n , the F i r s t S e c r e t a r y o f the B r i t i s h 

Embassy. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: And who wished to know the U.S. 

p o s i t i o n on a B r i t i s h t r u s t e e s h i p agreement b e f o r e 

communicating w i t h London. 

GREEN: Hmm. 

POWELL: A c c o r d i n g t o the r e c o r d you r e p l i e d 

t h a t the U.S. d i d not oppose the p r o v i s i o n s p r e s e n t e d by 

the B r i t i s h but you sought o m i s s i o n o f the c l a u s e which 

s t a t e d " s u b j e c t t o t h e a p p r o v a l of the G e n e r a l Assembly or 

the T r u s t e e s h i p C o u n c i l . " 

Who was t h i s a l l about? Do you r e c a l l ? 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) 

GREEN: Heavens. 

POWELL: I t ' s on the r e c o r d s , Mr. Green. 

GREEN: I t ' s r a t h e r f r i g h t e n i n g , i s n ' t i t ? 
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POWELL: Yes. 

GREEN: They a c t u a l l y r e c o r d a l l t h o s e 

t e l e p h o n e c a l l s ? 

POWELL: T h i s i s a l l p r i n t e d . 

GREEN: Hmm. 

POWELL: S t a t e Department r e c o r d s . 

GREEN: Goodness. A w f u l . 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) And then l a t e i n November 

o f 1946, t h e r e i s a r e c o r d o f a meeting w i t h you and Joe 

Johnson, among o t h e r s , a t t e n d e d i n H e r s h e l Johnson's 

o f f i c e , and t h i s d e a l t w i t h t h e q u e s t i o n o f a proposed 

t r u s t e e s h i p agreement f o r the Japanese mandated i s l a n d s . 

GREEN: Hmm. 

POWELL: And a c c o r d i n g t o the r e c o r d t h e r e 

were t h r e e q u e s t i o n s on the agenda. Under what a u t h o r i t y 

i s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s p r o p o s i n g t h i s t r u s t e e s h i p 

agreement? I s i t p o s s i b l e t o contend t h a t the U.S. i s the 

o n l y s t a t e d i r e c t l y concerned? And, what would be the 

p o s i t i o n i f R u s s i a , f o r example, i n s i s t s t h a t i t i s a 

s t a t e d i r e c t l y concerned? 

Do you have any memory of the background o f 

t h i s d i s c u s s i o n ? O b v i o u s l y you must have been i n v o l v e d 

w i t h t h o s e Japanese mandated t e r r i t o r i e s f o r a l o n g t i m e . 
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GREEN: Yes. And t h e r e was a major row i n 

Washington about the f u t u r e s t a t u s of the Japanese 

mandated i s l a n d s . S t a t e and I n t e r i o r wanted t o p l a c e them 

under o r d i n a r y t r u s t e e s h i p . The War and Navy Departments 

as they then were wanted o u t r i g h t a n n e x a t i o n . 

And t h e r e was a t e r r i b l e row. F i n a l l y i t 

went t o P r e s i d e n t R o o s e v e l t j u s t a few days b e f o r e h i s 

d e a t h , and a c c o r d i n g t o the r e p o r t s at the time one o f the 

l a s t d e c i s i o n he took at Warm S p r i n g s was l e t ' s t r y a 

s t r a t e g i c t r u s t e e s h i p agreement as a compromise, and o f 

c o u r s e t h a t ' s what we d i d . 

I t was a very i m a g i n a t i v e compromise. 

POWELL: Yes, i n d e e d . 

GREEN: Yes. But i t was a t e r r i b l e row. I 

was j u s t on t h e s i d e l i n e s . 

POWELL: But t e l l me t h i s , i t was r e p o r t e d 

i n t he p r e s s a t one p o i n t t h a t the U.S. was c o n s i d e r i n g 

t u r n i n g over the Japanese mandate to the U n i t e d N a t i o n s as 

the a d m i n i s t e r i n g a u t h o r i t y . I s t h e r e any t r u t h i n t h i s ? 

D i d Washington ever s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r such a p r o p o s a l ? 

GREEN: I don't t h i n k so. 

POWELL: I t may be j u s t one o f t h o s e p r e s s 

rumors. 

GREEN: I don't b e l i e v e so. 
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POWELL: I t d i s a p p e a r e d . W e l l , i m m e d i a t e l y 

a f t e r the a d o p t i o n o f the t r u s t e e s h i p agreements, the 

Assembly i n New York, i n F l u s h i n g Meadow, proceeded t o the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n o f the T r u s t e e s h i p C o u n c i l . In a d d i t i o n t o 

the e i g h t members who were g o i n g t o s i t t h e r e e i t h e r as 

permanent members o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l or a d m i n i s t e r i n g 

members, t h e r e were two t o be e l e c t e d . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: And i n i t i a l l y we f a v o r e d I r a q and 

B r a z i l . A c c o r d i n g t o the r e c o r d Ben G e r i g who was w i t h 

the d e l e g a t i o n i n New York c a l l e d you to r e p o r t t h a t 

Mexico was a c t i v e l y campaigning f o r a s e a t and becoming an 

i m p o r t a n t c a n d i d a t e , more i m p o r t a n t than B r a z i l . 

He c l a i m e d t o have the b a c k i n g of 16 L a t i n 

American and 6 Arab s t a t e s . However, S e n a t o r A u s t i n f e l t 

committed t o B r a z i l . I b e l i e v e you c o n s u l t e d w i t h Mr. 

D u l l e s , among o t h e r s , and r e p o r t e d back t h a t t h e r e would 

be no o b j e c t i o n t o a s w i t c h i n the U.S. s u p p o r t . 

Among the r e a s o n s you gave was t h a t the 

Mexicans had been very h e l p f u l on Committee Fou r , whereas 

the B r a z i l i a n s had done p r a c t i c a l l y n o t h i n g . Do you 

r e c a l l any o f t h i s ? 

GREEN: No. 
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POWELL; ( l a u g h s ) I know i t ' s a very 

i n t e r e s t i n g p o i n t . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: How we would s w i t c h , and o f c o u r s e 

B r a z i l g o t'elected. I'm s o r r y . M e x i c o . 

GREEN: M e x i c o . Yes. 

POWELL: And I'm wondering, why I ask i s how 

d i d t h i s e f f e c t our r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h B r a z i l i f we 

sudde n l y s w i t c h e d ? I guess I'd have to ask a L a t i n 

American e x p e r t i n the S t a t e Department. 

GREEN: That's f a s c i n a t i n g . 

POWELL: W e l l you s a i d t h a t you c o n t i n u e d 

your work f o r some time w i t h dependent t e r r i t o r i e s . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: And then you s w i t c h e d over t o the 

economic and s o c i a l s i d e . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: And t h a t would be i n Committee 

Three, i s t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

GREEN: Yes. I had s i x y e a r s i n Committee 

Three. Deputy t o W a l t e r K o t s c h n i g i n t h a t department. 

POWELL: Yes. B e f o r e we get on t o t h a t I 

want t o ask you one or two q u e s t i o n s about the p e r s p e c t i v e 

o f f o r t y y e a r s . Now, a p a r t from the t r u s t t e r r i t o r y o f 
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the P a c i f i c i s l a n d s , the t r u s t e e s h i p c o u n c i l had j u s t 

about completed i t s agenda. What k i n d of a j o b has i t 

done? 

L e t me be a l i t t l e b i t more p r e c i s e . Was 

the t r u s t e e s h i p p e r i o d l o n g enough to p r e p a r e t h e s e 

c o u n t r i e s f o r independence? I'm t h i n k i n g o f a c o u n t r y 

l i k e T a n z a n i a which s e e m i n g l y has i m p o s s i b l e economic and 

s o c i a l p r oblems. 

Or was the surge t o independence 

i n e v i t a b l e ? Was i t a development whose time had come i n 

the 1950's and '60's? How do you f e e l ? 

GREEN: Oh, I t h i n k s o. Yes. The j o k e a t 

San F r a n c i s c o was t h a t the t r u s t e e s h i p c o u n c i l w i l l be the 

f i r s t U.N. organ t o work i t s e l f out of a j o b , and i t ' s 

proved t o be t r u e . The o n l y t r u s t t e r r i t o r y l e f t i s the 

U.S. i s l a n d s . 

POWELL: T h i s l e a d s me d i r e c t l y t o my next 

q u e s t i o n , Mr. Green. I was g o i n g to say d i d anybody, when 

the b l u e p r i n t s were drawn up a t San F r a n c i s c o , d i d anybody 

i n t he S t a t e Department or anywhere e l s e ever pause t o 

say , "how are we g o i n g t o get r i d o f the machinery once we 

put i t i n p l a c e ? " 

GREEN: No. I don't t h i n k they thought t h a t 

f a r ahead. 
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POWELL: No? 

GREEN: I don't remember i f t h i s q u e s t i o n 

ever came up. 

POWELL: Do you have any i d e a s on t h a t ? 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) 

GREEN: But i t ' s very i n t e r e s t i n g . There 

was o r i g i n a l l y what? T h i r t e e n mandated t e r r i t o r i e s . 

P a l e s t i n e , o f c o u r s e , was a s e p a r a t e c a s e . I t became 

I s r a e l . Southwest A f r i c a i s s t i l l a s e p a r a t e c a s e , but 

the o t h e r 11 a l l g r a d u a t e d except the Japanese mandated 

i s l a n d s . They've a l l gone i n t o independence. 

POWELL: Yes. And one of t h e s e months, 

u n l e s s t h e S o v i e t s v e t o i t i n the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , i t ' s 

g o i n g t o become i n d e p e n d e n t . 

GREEN: Yes. That's r i g h t . So the c o u n c i l 

p l a y e d i t s r o l e . I went out t o Anaheim, C a l i f o r n i a f o r 

the I n t e r n a t i o n a l S t u d i e s A s s o c i a t i o n a n n u a l c o n f e r e n c e 

and p r e s e n t e d a paper on t h e t r u s t e e s h i p c o u n c i l then and 

now, and i t was ve r y i n t e r e s t i n g . 

I t took a l o t o f r e s e a r c h work i n the U.N. 

l i b r a r y . I ' l l send you a copy. 
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POWELL: I'd l i k e t o read i t v e r y , very 

much. Because t h i s i s a q u e s t i o n . Once the c u s t o d y o f 

the P a c i f i c i s l a n d s i s gone — 

GREEN: The c o u n c i l ' s out o f a j o b . 

POWELL: Some peopl e w i l l argue, p e r h a p s , 

t h a t we have t o keep i t i n e x i s t e n c e i n case somebody e l s e 

wants t o put a t r u s t t e r r i t o r y under the U.N. But I don't 

t h i n k t h a t ' s g o i n g t o happen. 

I f something comes up l i k e — oh, what d i d 

we have? We had a temporary e x e c u t i v e a u t h o r i t y out 

t h e r e , t h e t r a n s i t i o n o f West Aryan from the Dutch t o the 

I n d o n e s i a n . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: But t h a t was an ad hoc arrangement. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: That wasn't a t r u s t e e s h i p 

arrangement. 

GREEN: Tha t ' s r i g h t . In t h a t b e a u t i f u l 

c o n f e r e n c e room a t t h e U.N. ( l a u g h s ) 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) What s h o u l d be the f u t u r e 

f o r t h e t r u s t e e s h i p c o u n c i l ? Got any i d e a s ? 

GREEN: No. I hadn't even thought about i t . 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) 
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GREEN; I s h o u l d t h i n k i t would j u s t -- I 

suppose i t ' s i n the C h a r t e r i t has t o be e l e c t e d , and they 

don't have any work t o do. 

POWELL; I guess t h e y ' l l have t o keep i t 

from b e i n g the way they do i n the m i l i t a r y s t a f f committee. 

GREEN: Yes. ( l a u g h s ) That must be the 

e a s i e s t j o b i n the w o r l d . 

POWELL; R i g h t . Now, I've n o t i c e d t h a t i n 

the 1950*s presumably — now t e l l me about the T h i r d 

Committee. What were you a c t u a l l y d o i n g t h e r e ? 

GREEN: W e l l , I was the k i n d o f s e n i o r 

a d v i s e r , s i t t i n g r i g h t b e h i n d f i r s t Mrs. R o o s e v e l t and 

then Mrs. L o r d , and when s p e c i a l q u e s t i o n s a r o s e , l i k e 

n a r c o t i c s and so f o r t h , t h e S t a t e Department would send up 

an e x p e r t . 

But I was j u s t the g e n e r a l a d v i s e r and had 

t o see t h a t t h e speeches were ready and the documents were 

i n hand and so f o r t h . And then I would d r a f t remarks f o r 

the U.S. spokesman, or i f Mrs. R o o s e v e l t or Mrs. Lord were 

absent I'd a c t u a l l y s i t i n t h e c h a i r o c c a s i o n a l l y , which 

was v e r y p l e a s a n t . 

I t was j u s t g e n e r a l a d v i c e and k e e p i n g the 

d e l e g a t e on t h e t r a c k . 
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POWELL; D i d you get i n v o l v e d much i n the 

human r i g h t s d i s c u s s i o n s i n the T h i r d Committee? 

GREEN; Oh y e s . They were a very a c t i v e 

p a r t , as I remember. Of c o u r s e Mrs. R o o s e v e l t ' s p r e s t i g e 

was such t h a t as Chairman o f the Human R i g h t s Commission 

she c o u l d speak f o r h e r s e l f on t h a t l e v e l . 

POWELL; Because I know t h a t you d i d a book 

i n 1956 on the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and Human R i g h t s . I s t h a t 

c o r r e c t ? 

GREEN; Oh y e s . P a r t o f a B r o o k i n g s s t u d y . 

POWELL; The B r o o k i n g s Study, y e s . And I 

was g o i n g t o say d i d t h i s grow out o f your work w i t h the 

T h i r d Committee? 

GREEN; Yes. I t h i n k so. I d i d not go w i t h 

Mrs. R o o s e v e l t t o t h e Human R i g h t s Commission. She had 

two o t h e r S t a t e Department a d v i s e r s i n whom she t r u s t e d 

and l i k e d . But when Mrs. Lor d took over she i m m e d i a t e l y 

took me on as a d v i s e r f o r t h a t Commission. 

POWELL; How would you say Mrs. R o o s e v e l t 

was? D i d she t a k e a d v i c e e a s i l y , g r a c e f u l l ? 

GREEN; Oh y e s . A very t h o u g h t f u l p e r s o n . 

She was e x t r e m e l y i n t e l l i g e n t . She wrote so much and 

t a l k e d so much t h a t she made g a f f e s a l l the t i m e , as 

anybody would, and t h e r e f o r e p e o p l e laughed a t h e r . But 



-61- JAMES GREEN 
21/04/86 

she had a f i r s t - c l a s s mind be h i n d a l l the r e s t o f i t . But 

she j u s t d i d too much and she d i d make m i s t a k e s . 

POWELL; And how about Mrs. Lo r d ? Was she 

easy t o work w i t h ? 

GREEN: Oh y e s . She had a very d i f f i c u l t 

p o s i t i o n , s u c c e e d i n g the most famous l a d y i n the w o r l d , 

and o f c o u r s e Mrs. R o o s e v e l t ' s p o l i c y on human r i g h t s was 

r e v e r s e d . 

The f i r s t p o l i c y s t atement S e c r e t a r y D u l l e s 

made was t h a t we w i l l not s i g n or r a t i f y the Human R i g h t s 

Covenants, which meant a l l Mrs. R o o s e v e l t ' s work had gone 

down t h e d r a i n . So poor Mary L o r d not o n l y had t o r e p l a c e 

the most famous l a d y i n t h e w o r l d but she had t o r e v e r s e 

her p o l i c i e s . 

She came down t o Washington a t l e a s t once a 

week t o f i g u r e out how t o get out of t h i s i m b r o g l i o , and 

we d e v e l o p e d , but i t was her i d e a r e a l l y , t o i n t r o d u c e an 

a c t i o n program i n the Human R i g h t s Commission o f r a p a r t a r e 

on s p e c i a l i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s , r e g i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e s and 

s e m i n a r s , t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e t o s t a t e s t h a t wanted i t , 

a l l s o r t s o f a c t i o n i n t h e f i e l d o f human r i g h t s , and i t 

a c t u a l l y saved t h e commission. 

The commission was j u s t bogged down 

p o l i s h i n g commas and s e m i c o l o n s , and now they had 
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something t o do. I t was t o o bad t h a t the covenants got 

l o s t i n the p r o c e s s . Mrs. L o r d brought the commission 

to life. -.\"'>; The a c t i o n program went a l o n g very w e l l 

i n d e e d . I gave her f u l l marks on i m a g i n a t i o n and energy 

p u s h i n g t h i s a l o n g . 

POWELL: In t h e p a s t 40 y e a r s the U.N. and 

i t ' s a g e n c i e s have been busy about human r i g h t s i n a 

v a r i e t y o f ways. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: We've mentioned the D e c l a r a t i o n on 

Human R i g h t s . 

GREEN: Which was a m a s t e r p i e c e . 

POWELL: There was the C o n v e n t i o n on 

Genocide. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: There were the two c o n v e n t i o n s on 

Human R i g h t s , P o l i t i c a l , C i v i l , Economic and S o c i a l . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Then we've had the a g e n c i e s been 

a c t i v e . ILO has c o n v e n t i o n s on the r i g h t s o f w o r k e r s . 

UNICEF has the r i g h t s o f the c h i l d . The c o n v e n t i o n on 

r e f u g e e s , e s s e n t i a l l y t h e r i g h t s of r e f u g e e s a d m i n i s t e r e d 

by t h e High Commission, and you can go on and on and on. 

GREEN: Yes. 
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POWELL: And the n t h e r e ' s the p e r e n n i a l 

e f f o r t t o g e t t h e c r e a t i o n o f a High Commissioner f o r 

Human R i g h t s . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: But w i t h a l l t h i s a c t i v i t y , how 

e f f e c t i v e do you t h i n k the U.N. has been i n t h i s f i e l d ? 

GREEN: W e l l , t h a t ' s a very good q u e s t i o n . 

I've g i v e n a speech o r two on i t i n the p a s t . My t h e o r y 

has always been t h a t the i m p o r t a n t t h i n g i n the f i e l d o f 

human r i g h t s i s p u b l i c i t y . 

C o n s t a n t l y expose v i o l a t i o n s . C o n s t a n t l y 

c r i t i c i z e governments t h a t v i o l a t e t he d e c l a r a t i o n or the 

cov e n a n t s and so f o r t h , because i n my e s t i m a t i o n no 

government l i k e s t o be exposed and c r i t i c i z e d i n p u b l i c . 

The S o v i e t s , I'm s u r e , don't enjoy i t . And p u b l i c i t y i s 

the c h i e f weapon. In t h e p r e s s , i n the NGO community. 

Everywhere. Oust p u b l i s h i n g and e x p o s i n g the v i o l a t i o n s . 

I t h i n k t h a t ' s the key t o t h e human r i g h t s a c t i v i t i e s o f 

the U.N. 

POWELL: Now t h i s l e a d s me t o a n o t h e r 

q u e s t i o n i n t h i s f i e l d . The U.N. i n d e a l i n g w i t h human 

r i g h t s m a t t e r s has been accused o f b e i n g much more ready 

t o d i s c u s s the abuse o f human r i g h t s i n c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s 

than i n o t h e r s . 
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GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: I t has been c h a r g e d , f o r example, 

t h a t the U.N. i s p r e p a r e d t o d i s c u s s human r i g h t s or the 

l a c k o f them i n South A f r i c a , or i n C h i l e , or i n the 

I s r a e l i - o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , but i t i s s i l e n t about the 

l a c k o f freedoms, l e t us s a y , i n China or the S o v i e t Union. 

How f a r i s t h a t charge o f a double s t a n d a r d 

j u s t i f i e d ? 

GREEN: I t h i n k t o a c o n s i d e r a b l e e x t e n t , 

but t h i n g s have improved, I b e l i e v e , i n the l a s t y e a r or 

two. There's been more d i s c u s s i o n o f o t h e r a r e a s b e s i d e 

th e f a v o r i t e t h r e e or f o u r or whatever i t i s . 

I b e l i e v e t h e y ' r e b e g i n n i n g t o move out and 

broaden t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . I c e r t a i n l y hope s o . There's 

been much t o o narrow a f o c u s , as you i n d i c a t e . 

POWELL: You have s a i d t h a t you t h i n k t h a t 

t h e c o n s t a n t exposure o f t h e v i o l a t i o n s i n human r i g h t s i s 

one o f t h e most e f f e c t i v e ways o f k e e p i n g governments i n 

l i n e . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: What do you t h i n k about t h e 

argument t h a t p u b l i c f i n g e r - p o i n t i n g has perhaps been 

c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e ? That i t would be b e s t to use the good 

o f f i c e s o f t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l or the media e f f o r t , 
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q u i e t l y , o f a High Commissioner of Human R i g h t s ? That's 

the a l t e r n a t i v e a p p r o a c h , i s n ' t i t ? 
* 

GREEN: Yes. I don't see why you c a n ' t do 

bo t h a t t h e same t i m e , but I f e e l s t r o n g l y t h a t p u b l i c i t y 

i s a key f u n c t i o n . I've always been d i s a p p o i n t e d we don't 

have a High Commissioner f o r Human R i g h t s . I b e l i e v e the 

S o v i e t o p p o s i t i o n has k i l l e d t h a t . 

POWELL: The S o v i e t o p p o s i t i o n , and a l s o 

Ambassador Barudy. ( l a u g h s ) Do you remember? 

GREEN: Oh, f o r g e t him. I'm a l i t t l e s o r r y 

t h a t when t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n was adopted a t the 

P a r i s Assembly i n 1948, t h a t was one s e s s i o n I missed 

because my c h i e f , Benjamin G e r i g , wanted t o go t o P a r i s so 

I s t a y e d home and tended t h e s t o r e . 

But Mrs. R o o s e v e l t used t o t e l l t he s t o r y , 

b o th p u b l i c l y and p r i v a t e l y , t h a t the f i n a l v ote on the 

U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n t h a t was -- I f o r g o t -- i n 86, i t 

was unanimous i n U.N. p a r l a n c e , but t h e r e were e i g h t 

a b s t e n t i o n s . 

S i x S o v i e t - b l o c s t a t e s , on the grounds t h a t 

t h e r e were not enough economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s . S a u d i 

A r a b i a , because A r t i c l e something or o t h e r , everyone has 

the r i g h t t o change h i s r e l i g i o n , and we as d e f e n d e r s o f 

the f a i t h cannot a c c e p t t h a t c o n c e p t . 
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Now the o t h e r Moslem s t a t e s went a l o n g w i t h 

i t , but not S a u d i A r a b i a . They c o u l d not vote f o r t h a t . 

And f i n a l l y i t was South A f r i c a . They c o u l d not a c c e p t 

t h e opening c l a u s e t h a t a l l human b e i n g s a re e q u a l i n 

d i g n i t y and human r i g h t s . S a i d the South A f r i c a n d e l e g a t e 

— t h i s i s Mrs. R o o s e v e l t ' s s t o r y -- "they never have been 

e q u a l , t h e y ' r e not e q u a l t o d a y , and they never w i l l be 

e q u a l . " 

And Mrs. R o o s e v e l t s a i d you c o u l d f e e l the 

c h i l l i n t h e a i r i n the P a l a c e de Chaioux. I f he'd j u s t 

s t o p p e d w i t h t h e p a s t and the p r e s e n t i t would be a l r i g h t , 

but t o say t h a t they never w i l l be e q u a l was too much. 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) I don't know whether 

Prime M i n i s t e r Botha would say t h a t t o d a y . 

GREEN: I don't t h i n k so. 

POWELL: Now. I'm g o i n g t o ask you a 

q u e s t i o n about — t h i s i s because of your l o n g a s s o c i a t i o n 

w i t h t h e d e c o l o n i z a t i o n e f f o r t . We see the r e s u l t s i n the 

U.N. a f t e r f o r t y y e a r s . There were 50 governments 

r e p r e s e n t e d a t San F r a n c i s c o . Today 159 f l a g s f l y o u t s i d e 

o f t he U.N. and t h i s i n c r e a s e has been l a r g e l y due t o the 

d e c o l o n i z a t i o n p r o c e s s . 

TAPE CHANGES SPEED 
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POWELL: How has t h i s e f f e c t e d the w o r l d 

o r g a n i z a t i o n ? 

GREEN: W e l l , i t ' s o b v i o u s l y become much 

more cumbersome t o o p e r a t e . I t ' s d i m i n i s h e d the i n f l u e n c e 

o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s . I n the good o l d days the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s a c t e d as p a r t y whip, c o n s u l t i n g a l l the time behind 

the scenes p u s h i n g d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s around and f o r t e n 

y e a r s i t worked v e r y w e l l . 

We were t h e p a r t y whip, but now o f c o u r s e 

we're i n a v e r y s m a l l m i n o r i t y and can no l o n g e r e x e r c i s e 

t h a t f u n c t i o n , and f o r t h a t r e a s o n the U.N. doesn't — i n 

the good o l d days when t h e U.S. was the p a r t y whip the 

U.N. f u n c t i o n e d v e r y e f f i c i e n t l y i n terms o f s t r u c t u r e and 

a d o p t i n g r e s o l u t i o n s and t h i n g s . 

Today t h e r e ' s no one p l a y i n g t h a t r o l e and 

i t t a k e s much l o n g e r t o get t h i n g s done and you get t e n 

r e s o l u t i o n s a l l s a y i n g the same t h i n g adopted which would 

not have happened i n t h e good o l d days. But t h a t ' s j u s t a 

change which i s i n e v i t a b l e . 

POWELL: Has t h e U.N. worked out the way 

you, P a s v o l s k y and the o t h e r s i n the S t a t e Department were 

e n v i s i o n i n g i t i n 1944 or 45? 

GREEN: W e l l , i t ' s k i n d o f a yes and no 

answer. C e r t a i n l y t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l has done some good 
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work but i t hasn't done the k i n d o f peacekeeping work they 

had hoped f o r i n t h e e a r l y days. 

The G e n e r a l Assembly has, I t h i n k , performed 

v e r y w e l l as a debate forum f o r g e t t i n g i d e a s o u t , and the 

f i r s t few weeks o f the G e n e r a l Assembly are very u s e f u l 

f o r the b i l a t e r a l t a l k s . That's where the f o r e i g n 

m i n i s t e r s get t o g e t h e r and d e a l b i l a t e r a l l y w i t h p roblems, 

so i t ' s been u s e f u l from t h a t i d e a , t h a t f u n c t i o n . 

And t h e Economic S o c i a l C o u n c i l I t h i n k has 

done b a s i c a l l y a p r e t t y good j o b . I t doesn't get much 

p u b l i c i t y f o r i t . But on t h e whole I t h i n k the U.N. has 

succeeded. 

POWELL: What about the S e c r e t a r i a t ? Over 

the y e a r s you've watched, f o r f o r t y y e a r s now, the growth 

o f t h e S e c r e t a r i a t . Has t h e q u a l i t y o f the S e c r e t a r i a t 

changed? How do p e o p l e shape up i n 1986 compared w i t h 

what they were i n 1946, 47? 

GREEN: I don't see enough of them 

p e r s o n a l l y t o be a b l e t o g i v e you a judgment on t h a t . 

There's a g e n e r a l c o m p l a i n t t h a t i t ' s much too b i g . 

That's q u i t e p o s s i b l e . B u r e a u c r a c i e s tend t o grow l a r g e r 

t h a n n e c e s s a r y . But as f a r as I know i t ' s j u s t t o o b i g , 

but u s u a l l y e f f i c i e n t . 
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POWELL; What would you c o n s i d e r the 

g r e a t e s t s t r e n g t h s o f the U.N. t o d a y ? 

GREEN; I t h i n k p r o b a b l y the G e n e r a l 

Assembly has a meeting p l a c e f o r heads o f s t a t e , f o r e i g n 

m i n i s t e r s a t t h e b e g i n n i n g , and then a forum f o r the 

d i s c u s s i o n o f i s s u e s . I t h i n k t h a t ' s t h e i r c h i e f 

c o n t r i b u t i o n , t h e exchange o f i d e a s and o c c a s i o n a l l y 

agreement. I would t h i n k t h a t ' s the most u s e f u l f u n c t i o n . 

POWELL: W e l l what i s i t ' s g r e a t e s t weakness? 

GREEN; W e l l p r o b a b l y the s i z e , on t h e 

r e v e r s e s i d e i t ' s j u s t much h a r d e r to get t h i n g s done, 

much h a r d e r t o get an agreement i n the G e n e r a l Assembly, 

but i t ' s i n e v i t a b l e when you have 159 s t a t e s which we have 

welcomed. 

POWELL; Would you have done a n y t h i n g 

d i f f e r e n t l y i n your p l a n n i n g i n the S t a t e Department i f 

you c o u l d have l o o k e d ahead and seen the U.N. i n 1986? 

GREEN; I don't t h i n k so. To me i t ' s 

f u n c t i o n e d b a s i c a l l y v e r y w e l l , s e r v i n g the purpose f o r 

which i t was d e s i g n e d . There are c o n s t a n t p r o p o s a l s , o f 

c o u r s e , t o change the v o t i n g p r o c e d u r e . One s t a t e , 

one v o t e . Base i t on p o p u l a t i o n or n a t i o n a l income or 

whatnot, but I t h i n k t h a t ' s a n o n - s t a r t e r . The 
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m i n i - s t a t e s a r e not g o i n g t o g i v e up t h e i r one s t a t e , one 

v o t e , t h e i r p r e r o g a t i v e s . 

POWELL: You t h i n k once i t ' s been 

e s t a b l i s h e d i t ' s t h e r e ? 

GREEN: I t ' s t h e r e . 

POWELL: Yes. Now here we are 41 y e a r s 

a f t e r San F r a n c i s c o . Does t h e U.N. have a f u t u r e ? 

GREEN: Oh, a b s o l u t e l y . That o l d c l i c h e i f 

i t d i d n ' t e x i s t i t would have t o be i n v e n t e d I t h i n k i s 

p e r f e c t l y t r u e . 

POWELL: That's a good q u e s t i o n t h a t I've 

j u s t been handed here and I t h i n k t h a t ' s a very good one 

about t h e U.S. w i t h d r a w a l , i n e f f e c t , o f s u p p o r t f o r the 

U.N. I mean we've seen i t i n s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t ways, and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t . The U.N. i s g o i n g t o 

have a t e r r i f i c c r u n c h i n t h e year t o come i f t h i s 

f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t w i t h e r s as much as i t ' s e x p e c t e d . 

GREEN: W e l l I don't want t o t a k e a p a r t i s a n 

p o s i t i o n but p a r t o f the t r o u b l e i s at the White House. 

The Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s j u s t not i n t e r e s t e d i n the 

U.N. and Ambassador K i r k p a t r i c k I t h i n k was a d i s a s t e r f o r 

f o u r y e a r s . So c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l . None of the 

o l d - f a s h i o n e d l e a d e r s h i p b e h i n d the s c e n e s . She was 

always j u s t f i g h t i n g w i t h everybody. 
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Vernon W a l t e r s I don't know p e r s o n a l l y a t 

a l l but I've heard him speak t w i c e now on d i f f e r e n t 

o c c a s i o n s and he's a much more u s e f u l ambassador. Warm, 

f r i e n d l y , c o o p e r a t i v e , and I t h i n k t h i n g s w i l l change. I 

t h i n k w e ' l l get more o f our l e a d e r s h i p back a f t e r the f o u r 

y e a r s o f d i s a s t e r under Mrs. K i r k p a t r i c k . 

POWELL: You t h i n k t h e s e t h i n g s may be 

c y c l i c a l t h e n ? 

GREEN: Oh y e s . 

POWELL: Other than s o r t o f a l o n g term 

t h i n g ? 

GREEN: No, no. C y c l i c a l . So much depends 

on t h e p e r s o n a l i t y o f t h e U.S. r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . We've had 

g r e a t ones and we've had weak ones. K i r k p a t r i c k was t h e 

low p o i n t . 

POWELL: But how about the v a r i o u s 

s e c r e t a r i e s o f s t a t e w i t h whom you've worked? How d i d 

they f e e l about the U.N.? I'm t h i n k i n g now, you began 

w i t h S t e t t i n i u s and then t h e r e was Jimmy Burns and t h e r e 

was C o r d e l l H u l l , o f c o u r s e . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: And r i g h t down through the y e a r s 

have they been f a i r l y warm s u p p o r t e r s of the U.N.? 
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GREEN: As f a r as I know, y e s . I haven't 

been p e r s o n a l l y i n v o l v e d anymore. 

POWELL: Yes. 

GREEN: But t h e f i r s t team I worked under, 

R o o s e v e l t , H u l l and Sumner W e l l s was I t h i n k i n some ways 

the b e s t . R o o s e v e l t had the g r e a t n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p . 

H u l l had the c o n t a c t s w i t h C o n g r e s s , and Sumner W e l l s was 

the t e c h n i c i a n t h a t made t h i n g s work. 

POWELL: What was W e l l s ' a c t u a l r o l e i n the 

S t a t e Department? 

GREEN: He was U n d e r s e c r e t a r y , I b e l i e v e . 

POWELL: Hmm. 

GREEN: U n d e r s e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , and a very 

a b l e man, and t h a t was, as I s a y , the be s t t r i o I worked 

under. I don't t h i n k Eisenhower was p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i n t e r e s t e d i n the U.N. He wasn't opposed t o i t . I t j u s t 

wasn't i n h i s f i e l d o f i n t e r e s t s . The o t h e r s have been 

l a r g e l y s u p p o r t i v e . 

POWELL: I t h i n k you've known q u i t e a change 

w i t h Kennedy, f o r example? 

GREEN: Yes. And Lyndon Johnson was ve r y 

u s e f u l , I t h i n k , i n p u s h i n g U.N. a c t i v i t i e s . 
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POWELL: And even I guess Dr. K i s s i n g e r 

e v e n t u a l l y d i s c o v e r e d t h a t t h e U.N. had some u t i l i t y , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y a t the time o f the 1974 Yom K i p p u r War. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: W e l l , I t h i n k — have you got — 

GREEN: Oh d e a r . A l l the hard q u e s t i o n s 

come from o t h e r t h e r e . 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) I s t h e r e a n y t h i n g e l s e 

you would l i k e t o add t o t h e r e c o r d r e g a r d i n g any o f the 

e v e n t s t h a t you p a r t i c i p a t e d i n ? 

GREEN: I don't t h i n k so. I t h i n k you've 

c o v e r e d the w a t e r f r o n t . 

POWELL: Because you were r e a l l y i n t h i s 

from 44 r i g h t onward. 

GREEN: Oh y e s . 

POWELL: And when d i d you f i n a l l y l e a v e the 

S t a t e Department? Yes, you t o l d me b e f o r e we began 

r e c o r d i n g t h a t you went over t o the F o r e i g n S e r v i c e . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: When d i d you go over t h e r e ? 

GREEN: L e t ' s s e e , '56 I b e l i e v e i t was. 

POWELL: Then you were i n A f r i c a d u r i n g t h a t 

i m p o r t a n t d e c o l o n i z a t i o n p r o c e s s ? 
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GREEN; Yes. B e l g i a n Congo, Ghana and 

Morocco. The b e s t p a r t y I ever gave anywhere was i n 

C a s a b l a n c a . I showed t h e f i l m o f " C a s a b l a n c a " i n my own 

f r o n t y a r d . The mayor o f t h e c i t y c o u n c i l , everybody who 

was anybody i n town. I t was the be s t p a r t y I e v e r gave. 

POWELL; Were you a c t u a l l y i n the B e l g i a n 

Congo a t t h e ti m e o f independence? 

GREEN: No. I was the p e n u l t i m a t e c o n s u l 

g e n e r a l , '56, '58, and Thomlinson f o l l o w e d me. He was the 

l a s t one b e f o r e t h a t independence i n 1960. 

POWELL; Because you know Bunche was t h e r e ? 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Hammarskjold had sent him on t o 

r e p r e s e n t him t h e r e . 

GREEN: Th a t ' s r i g h t . 

POWELL: That c e l e b r a t i o n . 

GREEN: The B e l g i a n s goofed very b a d l y on 

t h a t one. They d i d n ' t have t h e worldwide e x p e r i e n c e t h a t 

t h e B r i t i s h had. The B r i t i s h would have c a l l e d a 

r o u n d t a b l e c o n f e r e n c e and s t a l l e d f o r t e n y e a r s and got 

some educated c i v i l s e r v a n t s and a l l , but the B e l g i a n s 

j u s t p a n i c k e d and dashed home. 

I t was a g r e a t t r a g e d y because I t h i n k t h e r e 

were 17 u n i v e r s i t y g r a d u a t e s i n the whole c o u n t r y . There 
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was j u s t nobody t o t a k e over the c i v i l s e r v i c e . Whereas 

the B r i t i s h , when t h e B r i t i s h changed the Gold Coast i n t o 

Ghana they took Kwame Nkrumah out o f j a i l and made him 

prime m i n i s t e r . 

POWELL: ( l a u g h s ) 

GREEN: That's the way a r e a l i m p e r i a l power 

does t h i n g s . 

POWELL: That's r e a l l y f a s c i n a t i n g . W e l l we 

d i s c u s s e d a l o t o f p e r s o n a l i t i e s . Was t h e r e any 

p a r t i c u l a r p e r s o n b e s i d e s Bunche t h a t you worked w i t h 

c l o s e l y i n the S e c r e t a r i a t ? 

GREEN: I don't t h i n k so. He was my 

o p p o s i t e number most o f t h e t i m e . I don't b e l i e v e t h e r e 

was anybody comparable t o him. 

POWELL: Now, l e t ' s see. Who e l s e would 

t h e r e be? You t a l k e d about Ben G e r i g . 

GREEN: There was another i n the A f r i c a 

s e s s i o n , Heinz Wieschoff who d i e d w i t h Hammarskjold , I 
t h i n k . 

POWELL: That's r i g h t . 

GREEN: Yes. He was a very a b l e man. 

POWELL: And an e x p e r t on the Congo, I 

b e l i e v e . 
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GREEN: Yes. I t h i n k s o . I know t h a t was a 

g r e a t t r a g e d y . 

POWELL: Now was G e r i g -- you d e s c r i b e d 

P a s v o l s k y as t h e chess p l a y e r . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: At t h e very b e g i n n i n g o f our 

c o n v e r s a t i o n . D i d G e r i g do a l o t o f d r a f t i n g h i m s e l f ? 

What was h i s r o l e ? 

GREEN: W e l l , he was the boss. He d i d some 

d r a f t i n g h i m s e l f but u s u a l l y l e f t i t t o Buncheand me and 

B i l l C a r t e r who was on t h e s t a f f at t h a t t i m e . But G e r i g 

always took t h e c r e d i t f o r t h e documents t h a t went 

u p s t a i r s . He d i d n ' t do much o f the d r a f t i n g as I remember 

h i m s e l f . 

POWELL: I'm supposed to ask you now how you 

t h r e e d i v i d e d up your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 

GREEN: W e l l , t h a t was always up t o G e r i g , 

who s a i d you do t h i s and you do t h a t . There was no f a i r 

l i n e . . . 

POWELL: No... 

GREEN: No, j u s t whatever had t o be done. 

POWELL: Yes, y e s . G e r i g , of c o u r s e , was a t 

San F r a n c i s c o as w e l l as a t London and a l l t h e s e o t h e r 

ones. 
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GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: I've heard i t s a i d , somebody t o l d 

me, I f o r g e t , i n one o f t h e s e i n t e r v i e w s , t h a t one o f the 

re a s o n s t h a t A l g e r H i s s went t o Y a l t a was t h a t P a s v o l s k y 

r e f u s e d t o go. He hated t o f l y . I s t h a t t r u e ? 

GREEN: I never heard t h a t . 

POWELL: Never heard t h a t ? 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: That when they had the i n t e r -

American c o n f e r e n c e , a t the end o f F e b r u a r y , I t h i n k i t 

was, i n Mexico C i t y , when t h e U.S. went down t h e r e . In 

f a c t , S a t i n i a f l e w d i r e c t l y from Y a l t a t o M e x i c o , the o n l y 

way P a s v o l s k y would go t o Mexico C i t y was by t r a i n . 

GREEN: T r a i n . Sounds l i k e him. 

POWELL: And somebody who went w i t h him s a i d 

i t was a m i s e r a b l e t r i p but t h a t ' s the o n l y way he would 

go. 

GREEN: Sounds j u s t l i k e him. 

POWELL: Yes. You s a i d t h a t you had w r i t t e n 

a — w e l l , you d i d , you wrote i n t h a t Brookings I n s t i t u t e , 

a s e r i e s . You wrote a book on human r i g h t s . 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Now, Ruth R u s s e l l has done t h a t 

s o r t o f d e f i n i t i v e book on t h e c h a r t e r . 
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GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: Now, she was i n the S t a t e 

Department. But she was more on the economic s i d e wasn't 

she? Working on I t h i n k B r e t o n Woods and the i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . I can't f i n d a r e c o r d 

t h a t she was — she d i d n ' t go t o San F r a n c i s c o I don't 

b e l i e v e d i d she? 

GREEN: I don't t h i n k so but I . . . 

POWELL: D i d you know her? 

GREEN: Yes, y e s , i n f a c t I saw her out a t 

t h i s Anaheim c o n f e r e n c e . We were on a p a n e l t o g e t h e r and 

she s a ys she's k e e p i n g busy and d o i n g some w r i t i n g . I 

haven't seen any papers by her but I'm not up t o date on 

t h i s . She was a ve r y a c t i v e person i n tho s e days. Very 

a b l e . 

POWELL: I n f a c t , I b e l i e v e t h a t the book 

was r e a l l y — the i d e a by P a s v o l s k y and then when he d i e d 

she p i c k e d i t up and completed i t . 

GREEN: I t h i n k s o . Yes. 

POWELL: D i d Paslovsky" then — when he l e f t 

the S t a t e Department d i d he go over t o Brookings do you 

know? Was t h a t t h e i d e a ? 

GREEN: I don't remember. S o r r y . I'm t h r e e 

months o l d e r t h a n P r e s i d e n t Reagan so...he f o r g e t s t h i n g s . 
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POWELL: Yep. 

GREEN: And why he had to have an a f t e r n o o n 

map. 

POWELL: Why d i d — how d i d P a s v o l s k get 

i n v o l v e d i n t h i s . He wasn't c l e a r l y a S t a t e Department 

man, was he? 

GREEN: No, I t h i n k n o t . He was Cordell 

Hull^s f i g h t hand man and he'was j u s t k i n d o f a s i n g l e 

b r a i n t r u s t for Hull. And H a l l t r u s t e d him and gave him 

a s s i g n m e n t s and he was the t h i n k tank f o r Cordell Hull and 

a v e r y u s e f u l c i t i z e n but I don't remember where he came 

from or where he went. 

POWELL: Now H a l l i s l i s t e d on the d e l e g a ­

t i o n a t San F r a n c i s c o but I u n d e r s t a n d he wasn't very 

w e l l . I don't t h i n k he spent very much time out t h e r e . 

Do you know? 

GREEN: That's my r e c o l l e c t i o n . He was 

t h e r e j u s t f o r the opening and then went back. I've 

f o r g o t t t n what the i l l n e s s was but he was weak from 

s o m e t h i n g . I once knew a speech w r i t e r f o r S e c r e t a r y 

StettinitB who s a i d t h e t r o u b l e w i t h the S e c r e t a r y i s he 

always got t h e emPHAsis on t h e wrong syLABBLE. 

POWELL: Yes, w e l l , now, I wonder how i t was 

w i t h S a t i n i a s . A f t e r a l l , you s a i d he was f i r e d t h a t 

morning o f t h e 2 6 t h o f June. 
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GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: D i d you n o t i c e when you saw him 

a f t e r w a r d s i n London, say he went t o the p r e p a r a t o r y 

commission and then he went t o the f i r s t s e s s i o n o f the 

G e n e r a l Assembly and so on, was he a changed man as a 

r e s u l t o f t h a t or d i d he j u s t c a r r y on? 

GREEN: I t h i n k he j u s t c a r r i e d on. 

POWELL: Because Burns went t o London. 

GREEN: Yes. 

POWELL: I t h i n k he t e c h n i c a l l y headed the 

d e l e g a t i o n . 

GREEN: I t h i n k so. 

POWELL: But Stettinius . . . I mean he was... 

GREEN: I t f r i k so but my memory i s very 

hazy. He was a very l i k a b l e p erson and, as I say, a 

marvelous manager. He i s a p e r f e c t U n d e r s e c r e t a r y o f 

S t a t e . P e r i o d . 

POWELL: But he d i d n ' t have the i n t e l l e c t u a l 

c o n c e p t u a l q u a l i t i e s . 

GREEN: No. 

POWELL: To be S e c r e t a r y . 

GREEN: I t was too bad. 

POWELL: We c o v e r e d t h a t . 

GREEN: Good. 
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POWELL: W e l l , I t h i n k t h a t we've co v e r e d a 

g r e a t d e a l o f m a t e r i a l , Mr. Green, and I a p p r e c i a t e your 

g i v i n g your t i m e . 

GREEN: Thank you. I'm a f r a i d I haven't 

done as w e l l as I s h o u l d . 

POWELL: No, I t h i n k some of t h e s e t h i n g s 

we've got on r e c o r d t h i s morning are good. I t h i n k i t ' s 

e x c e l l e n t . 

GREEN: Good. 

POWELL: So, I hope t h a t y o u ' l l have time t o 

j o i n us f o r l u n c h . 

GREEN: Yes, i n d e e d . L e t ' s have a d r i n k 

r i g h t now. 

POWELL: I've got a c o u p l e o f t e l e p h o n e 

c a l l s I've got t o make b e f o r e t h a t but w e ' l l be r e o p e n i n g 

the d i n i n g room today as you may know. 

GREEN: Good. 

POWELL: I hope i t measures up. 


