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PREFACE. 

WITHOUT any fear or trembling, I come before 

the public with my third contribution to litera­

ttITe on the subject of Africa. 

If I be accused of sketching in this volume 

a less favourable portraiture of the Africancha­

racter than I have done iu either of my former 

works, I shall only advance the plea of never 

having set forth alJything in my description of 

these people but the naked and unadorned truth 

as it stood before me. 

That I have met native Africans conscious of 

their own inferiority, and anxious for kn01vledge 
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to develop the industrial riches of their country, 

I have already confessed,-that "the slave 

population is destined to be the future working 

power in drawing forth Mrica's resources for 

their own and their country's good," I still hold 

as an abiding faith-that I have witnessed a can· 

nibalistic sacrifice during the past year in one of 

the most import:1nt commercial ports of the 

Bight of Biafra, these pages will attest to the 

reader. 

More than three hundred years have passed 

since Shakspeare maele the Prince of Morocco 

th us address Portia, the rich heiress in the 

play of the" Merchant of Venice":-

H Mislike me not for my complexion, 
The shadowed livery of the burnished sun, 

To whom I am a. neigbbour, and nigh bred. 

Bring me the fairest creature northward born, 

1Vhcre Phrebus' fires scarce tha.w the icicles, 
And let us make incision for yOUl' love, 
To prove whose blood is reudest-his or mine. II 

Despite of the opinion recently given in a 

work by Dr. Bucknill, "On the Medical Know­

ledge of Shakspeare," that the barel, who" wrote 
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not for an age, but for all time," had sound yiews 

in physiology and pathology, the foregoing ex­

tract from his writings leads me to doubt it, even 

after making a broad allowance for poetic license. 

In our days more is required to enable us to 

judge of the attributes of humanity than the 

colour of a man's blood; and although any • 

negro between Cape Bojador and the Cape of 

Good Hope may possess llii healthy life fluid as 

the mo,t vigorous memher of the Caucasian 

trihe, it gives me pain to feel obliged to record 

facts that prove the Ethiopian is not exactly a 

"man and brother" iu that sense of perfect 

equality which the mistaken enthusiasts who 

advocate the claims of his race represent him to 

be. 

Yet, amid such anomalies as I feel it my 

duty to describe here, it is my impression 

that the little which is known of the va,t con­

tinent of Africa-cyen with the labours of Liv­

ingstone, Barth, Burton, and Speke-may be 
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considered but as a drop in the great ocean of 

discovery lying hid, and some day to be brought 

to light. When such an occurrence as the butch· 

ery at Bouny comes to our knowledge, only 

in the present year, who would presume to de­

fine the limits of the strange things yet to be 

reyealed? 

Not I, at all events. For every day of my 

ten years' connexion with 4frica brought to 

light some feature of the country, or of the 

people, whereof I had previously been ignorant. 

Indeed, so sombre is the cloud of mystery enve­

loping all things iu that lund of heathen dark­

ness, that it was only within the la,t eighteen 

months I became cognizant of the facts con­

nected with the horrible system of anthro-

pophagy prevailing there. 

If I am asked to suggest a remedy for the 

barbarity of the people amongst whom this 

custom exists, I freely confess I have none to 

offer. 

• 
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For I pin my faith to an axiom laid down by 

one of the critics [The Spectator, :March 20th, 

1858] of my "Impressions of Western Africa"­

that "neither slave-deallilg nor marsh-malaria 

causes human sacrifices or gross superstitions, 

accompanied hy grosser crimes"-leaving the 

re:J.der to deduce his own inferences from my 

"Ten Years' ",. anderings." 

TirE ROSERY, Bno.\OWAY, W"EXFORO. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Domestic Slavery of 'V estern Africll-Difference between this and 
the Foreign Export of Slaves-lts Varied Phases-'Vollleu­
Palm-Oil Trading Cockswains-Pull-a-boys-Emancipated Ser­
vants-Blood-men-Egbo-bos-Mangangru;-Dikuku-Mikuka 
-Bangolo-Of Domestic Slavery at Lagos-At Cape Coast, and 
in the Yoruba COlUlo'Y-Of the Fa,wning System in these Places 
-Domestic Slavery regru'dcd as a Na.tural Institution by Rev. 
Mr. 'ViL~n-Social Phase in Bonny-Importance of considering 
serioudy the Pawning System ali au Incipient of Chilizatiou. 

CONNECTED with Western Africa, there seems to 

me no subject on which the general public has 

received information so minute and so extensive 

as on that of the slave traffic. 

It may be needless to explain that there is a 

vast difference between the exportation of slaves, 
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2 SLAVERY IN WESTERN AFRICA. 

which constitutes the slave trade, and the do­

mestic social slavery which exists as iniligenous 
to the whole continent. 

The former part of this suhject I leave to 

the blue-books and the Mrican squadron, for 

both of which it is still quite sufficient. On the 

~atter there is much more to be spoken and 

written than I possess ability or have had oppor­
tunity for doing. 

We find many classes of social slaves in West­

ern Africa-first amongst which are the women. 
In all African states they are the work-day 

labourers-in many they constitute the artists­

and in whatever position they may be, whether 
wives of kings or of smfs, they are handed over 

to the successors of their lords and masters, who 
have liberty to kill, sell, or ilispose of them in any 
other fashion. There are the slaves who have 

the cockswainships of palm -oil trading canoes, 

and who consider themselves an aristocracy 
above the mere commonalty of the pull-a­

boys, whose work is to tug night and day by 
paddling canoes. To these may be added an in­

discriminate class, who are to be found at dif­
ferent places inhabited by Europeans along the 
coast, nominally in the character of servants, 

but who have been bought as human cattle. 
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Some of these la t named have undergone the 
mockery of being emancipated. Yet I bave no 
hesitation in saying-because I know it-that 
the social treatment of these poor creatures has 

been, and still is, as bad and as brutal as it is 
possible for soi·disant civilization to inflict. 

It is a melancholy anomaly to be obliged to 
confess that the black man has no master so 

cruel as the civilized negro. Siena. Leone, th~ 
Gold Coast, and 1111's. Stowe's model republic of 
Liberia can show numerons instances of this. 
I do not make such a statement without having 

had ocular, and still possessing written, evidence 
of the fact before me. 

In many of the pahn-oil trading rivers sla­
very is purely mythical except in reference to 

the preposterous superstitious on which the au­
thority of the governing powers is upheld. In 
Bonny, the men who rule the roast in political 
debate, as well as on the palm-oil 'change, are 
of the slave class; and the same condition of 

affairs, only perhaps in a lesser degree, exists 
in Old Kalabar. The bloodmen of this latter . 

place, as well as the Egbo-bos of Brass, rank in 
a very trifling degree inferior to the free­
men. 

A very apt illustration of the influence which 
B 2 



4 EGBOSHIP. 

the domestic slaves possess, and sometimes de­

monstrate, is apparent from what we find in 

Kameroons. Here, as in Kalabar, there is an 

Egboship amongst the freemen. There are also 

two ·orders of Egbo, entitled "Mikuka" and 

"Bangolo," to which freemen and slave boys are 

alike admitted; not, however, to the enjoyment 

of equal privileges; for the masters or freemen 

are the governing heads, and oblige the serf 

party to be satisfied with what they cau get. 

The slaves have also orders of their own, to 

which the titles" lIIbwe," "Kosso," and" Kella 

Remba," are given. Of the minuti", of these 

nothing is known, more than of their Egbos 

elsewhere, for they are all kept as secret as free­

masonry is with its professors. That they are 

invariahly used as engines of oppression, is 

patent by every deed of their regulations. On 

the death of a late chief, his son energetic!1lly 

carried out a despotic principle in the "lIIi­

kuka" order, rendering it incumbent on candi­

dates who were going through the routine of 

initiation into the body, that other people's 

yards and houses should be plundered of any 

goats or fowls to be found. The slaves, being 

the least protected class, were chiefly the parties 

on whom these forays were made, particularly 

• 
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that portion of them getting into comfortable 

position from their palm-oil trading. The free­

booterism was carried on in the night, as the 

neophytes, during their period of probation, are 

kept locked up all day, in order to maintain a 

fable of their invisibility. So the slaves were 

driven to a reprisal, and established a new order, 

entitled "lIIanganga," whose doctrines they 

brought with them from the interior country 

of Abo. One of the chief provisions of this 

was to be opposed to the kings and chiefs in 

everything-acknowledge no allegiance to them, 

aDd use every exertion tending to the subjuga­

tion of royalty. 
Another of its codes gave power to a slave 

buying oil at an interior market for his master 

to demand one" big ting" (a form of apocry­

phal currency, representing from fifteen shillings 

to a pound in value) for his commission, no 

matter how trifling the amount of oil purchased. 

If it were not paid, the slave belonging to the 

"lIIanganga" order had the power of plo.cing a 

supposed witchcraft stick, called" dikubu," out­

side the freeman's door; and from that moment 

the fate of the latter was doomed. The pre­

sence of the dikuhu before bis house sentenced 

him to drink sangaree (or test-poison) water. 
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No one was allowed to communicate with him, 

and on the first time of leaving his horne (if 

he escaped the sangaree) his dwelling was 

burnt or razed to the ground. 
With the notable exceptions of Dahomey and 

Ashanti, the domestic slavery of Western Africa 

is, in fact, little more than a nominis umbra, as 

regards the difference in position between the 
children and slaves of a chief. Such horroTs of 

daily life as those described by Mrs. Stowe as 
existing in the United States, and those recorded 
as taking place on board slavers in the midclle 

passage, aTe not known in Africa. Neither the 
ordaineTS of, nOT the victims to, superstitious 

sacrifices, look upon this institution as a cruelty. 
It sometimes, and not unfrequently, happens 
that a slave is more wealthy and more power­
ful than his master or owner. In such a case 
it is where the terrible Egbo law of Old Ka­

labar acts with so much de potic power." 
Domestic slavery differs from the feudalism 

and vl>Ssalage of English history, chiefly in re­

ference to the brutalities and superstitions by 
which it is upheld. 

A very good definition of this domestic sla-

• Vide "Impressions of Weste-rn Africa," chap. x. Longman, 
Drowu, and Co., 1858. 

• 

• 
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very is thus given by Mr. John Cbi])ingworth, 
of Lagos, in a shrewd letter to the Cotton 
Supply Reporter, dated October 10th, 1859:­
"It is argued in favour of the slave trade, that 
slavery is iudigenous to Africa, and that the 

Mricans but change a black master for a white. 
But the domestic slavery of Mrica is altogether 
different; the slave, or rather vassal, is on a par 

with his master physically and morally. There 
is no strong line of demarcation. It is difficult, 
indeed, to say which is roaster and which is 
man. Frequently the master gives his daughter 
as a wife to his 'boy,' as he calls him, and 

when the master dies without a direct heir, 
his boy becomes possessed of his property. 
This sort of 'boy '·hood comprises all the do· 
mestic slavery, provided cupidity is not excited, 
and evil passion aroused by the European slave· 
dealer . Nearly everyone you meet is a boy, 
who has in turn a boy, and that boy has ano· 

ther boy." 
This system is explained more fully in a com· 

munication I have had on the subject from Mr. 
Bannerman," of Cape Coast. On the Gold 
Coast he says :-" Everywhere domestic slavery 

• This gentleman has established a. new paper, the West African 
Herald, at Cape Coast, whose contents are invariably characterised 
by a. spirit of manly independence. 
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prevails. It is not easy to convey to the mind 
of a stranger precise notions of this institution 

as it exists amongst us, nor to give clear ideas 
of the nature of the tie existing between mas­

ter and slave. Here there exist huudreds of 
families in which it is quite impossible for even 

the members to discriminate who amongst them 
are slaves, and who free. Thirty and forty 
years communion from iutermarriages obliterate 

the distinction. A man may be a slave to his 
own son. For example, I buy a slave and 

marry him to my niece. (Here the line of suc­

cession is usually, but not invariahly, from 
uncle to nephew or niece). If they have a son, 

the child, on my death, becomes possessed of my 
property, and his olVn father is one of his slaves. 
But 'slave' is not the proper term for this 
class of persons; for in very truth. they are in 

general nothing less than members of the family, 
who have become part of it by purchase instead 

of by birth. About forty or fifty years ago, 
when the Ashantee invasion hac! upset the 
whole country, thousands of families were bro­

ken up, and people were sold right and left 
around the Gold Coast. N OIV natives of the 

coast are not accustomed to be sold. The slaves 
are brought down from the far interior. They 
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are of all ages. Purchasers prefer buying them 

at the ages of betweeu ten and twenty, for then 

they can be trained up. The old fellows are 

usually very lazy and obstinate (having been 

probably sold on that account). If brought 

down to the seaside, these slaves fetch from 

thirty to forty dollars a·piece. Tbey are all 
marked in a peculiar manner on the face." 

I need not, I trust, explain that this statement 

is meant to describe the sale of servants to resi­

dents of a British colony, whose social ordi­

nances must need thus chime in with the social 

arrangements of the country in which it is 
situated. 

The domestic slave on the eastern coast of 

Afr·ica does not seem to be the same marketable 

article that he is on the ,,-est coast. Dr. Living­

stone writes :-" These various chiefs, though 

nearly independent of each other, are by no 
means independent of their people. Suppose a 

man is dissatisfied with one chief, he can easily 

transfer himself to another; and as a chiefs im­

portance increases with the number of his fol­

lowers, fugitives are always received with open 
arms." 

The fugitives cannot so easily transfer them­

selves on the west coast, and, indeed, desertion 
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of this kind, when it does occur, is frequently 

the primary cause of civil war. 

Superstitions, in their various forms, constitute 
the chains which bind the slaves to obedience, 

and these are justified as necessary to be upheld 

by some magical influence amongst a people, two­

thirds of whom are born and live in slavery, 
subject to the governing authority of the re­

maining one-third. 

Serfdom of this kind cannot be said to ori­

ginate in the strong oppressing the weak, or in 

the majority overpowering the minority, and 

therefore the justification may be admitted. 

The system of pawning, as it exists in the 
countries iuterior to Lagos and the Gold Coast, 

may be described as one of the most despotic 

features of domestic slavery. 
The Rev. Mr. Mann, Church Missionary at 

Ijaye, in the Y oruba country, writes to me :­

"The home slave was as the child in the house; 
no contempt was cast upon him. Bad treatment 

was prevented by taking the slave away. Now 
everyone treates his slave as they like_ Three 
days they work for the master, and one for 
themselves. A child of a freeman with a female 

slave was not a slave; also children of slaves 

belonged to the family of the master. 
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"The system of pawning the body is largely 
prevailing, to the disadvantage of morals, in­
dustry, and the peace of families. It enables 
the head of a family to put his relatives, whose 
natural watchman he is, into the hands of 

strangers. 

"He cares then very little for the pawned 
relative (who is little better than a slave), and 
squanders the levied money in idleness." 

The Rev. Mr. Mann further explains that the 
money thus raised by pawning is spent in 
buying "t.dditional wives," and in expensive 

funeral orgies. 
At Cape Coast, according to ~Ir. C. Banner­

man, "the system of pawning is infinitely 
more complicated than that of domestic slavery. 
If a person be pawned to another, an amount 
of fifty per cent. inte"est must he paid before 
he can be redeemed. Children born whilst the 
mother is in pawn need to be redeemed at four 
and a half dollars each. If a pawn die, his or 
her relatives cannot take the dead hody for the 
purpose of burial till they have paid redemption 
money. To this a compromise is sometimes 
made by allowing whoever buries the body to 

be security for the debt." 
The following very curious fact is recorded 

• 
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by the principal judicial functionary of the 

Gold Coast settlement, * regarding "domestic 
slaves, who are commonly looked upon and con· 

sidered members of the family, more particularly 
in the rural or bush districts-working side by 

side with their masters--eating from the same 
dish, and constantly addressing each other by 

the titles of father and son. The master usually 

provides a wife or husband for his slave; fre­
quently, if it be a female, taking her to wife for 

himself, or giving her to his son. Indeed, the 
relations of ma ter and slave are here so much 

on the same patriarchal footing that we read of 
in the Old Testament, as, in concurrence with 

many other facts, to convince me that the 

systems are derived from a common origin; 
and I have more than once availed myself of 
the provisions of the Mosaic code in deciding 

between master and slave, quoting my autho­
rity, with a short account of its origin. These 

decisions, as far as I could judge, have been all 
the more respectfully and cheerfully obeyed 
from being found to be based on ancient autho­

rity, and a code of laws with which many of 
their own are identical." 

The opinion of this gentleman upon the 

.. '"'"ide n'tst African llerald, July 27th1 1860. 
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pawning system is directly opposed to that of 

the Rev. A. Mann, ah·eady recorded, as well as 

to the provisions of the Supplementary Slave 

Trade Suppression Act," which places pawns on 

the same footing as slaves, so far as British 

subjects are concerned. His opinion on trus 

matter is well deserving of serious consideration, 

inasmuch as the first grand obstacle standing in 

the way of Mrican civilization is the relative 

position and mutual dependence of master and 

slave. 

With reference to the act of parliament just 

mentioned, he observes: - "This enactment, 

although doubtless well intended, I consider to 

be a mistake, much to be regretted, for it de­

stroyed, as it seems to me, a most powerful 

means of the gradual abolition of slavery in 

these countries, and of introducing in its stead 

a system of contracts for laboUT. For in prin­
ciple, pawning, when voluntary, as it is com­

monly, is nothing more. If, therefore, instead 

of being put on the footing of slavery, and so 
made unlawful for British subjects to deal with, 

it had been regulated so as to render the terms 

of the contract equitable, it nlight have been 
the means, I think, of g-radually superseding sla-

• 6 and 7 VICtoria, cap. 98. 
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very altogethe1', as the regular enforcement of 

such contracts would render pawns more valu­

able than absolute slaves to persons living 
under British rnle, which, while on the one 

hand it checks and restrains the master, can 

on the other hand enforce obedience by the 
slaves." 

An opinion which my humble jndgment pre­

sumes to endorse as worthy the attention of our 

government. 
The Rev. Mr. Wilson" looks upon domestic 

slavery in southern Guinea as "a natural institu­
tion, growing out of the wants and circumstances 

of society, but in tbis case greatly promoted and 

strengthened by foreign traffic." It appears to 

me extremely probable that the cbange for the 
worse recognized by the Rev. Mr. Mann, in the 
Y oruba country, as existing in the social usages 
of the inhabitants now-a.days, may be traced to 

what they have learned of the degradation of 

the foreign slave trade. I allude more especially 
to the custom of a chief putting his own rela· 

tives in pawn. 
It may be recorded here, as a peculiar pha.>e 

of the social system in Bonny, that when a man 
""'Vcstern Africa, ita History, ConditioD, llU<l Prospects; by 

Rev. J. Leighton Wilson, sixteen years a missionary in WeHtern 
Africa." Harper Brothers, New York . 
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is being conveyed into that place for the purpose 
of being butchered, the fact of his finding any. 
tJJing eatable even a grain of corn-in the 
canoe, is sufficient to ensure his liberation. 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER II. 

Opinion of Archbishop Wbatdy on Savage Civilization-African 
Faculty of Imitation-Pl-'Culiarity of Anglo-African I<tioD.b­
Spl.-'cilllt!n of Grwnbliug: Auglo-.A.fricanism-or the Mendicant 
-Of the Amatory-Of the Didactic-Of the Pathetically 
Sublime-Of the Grotl':\C)uely Artistic-Of the IJistorically 
De:;criptive-Prl!:il'nt. Dcvl'1opmeut of Mental lntclli~~nce in 
Native Africarut-Sir llcnry Huntley's Opinion-Our Examina­
tiun into the Proob for or aoralru;t. 

BELrEVING as I do in a doctrine of Arch­
bishop Whately, that "no savage tribe has 

ever yet been known to have generated per se 
the faculty of working out its own civilization," 
and without going into a description, which 
would be too lengthened, of the benefits de­
rived by the native Mricans from the missionary 
stations along the coast-the various British 
colonies of Gambia, Sierra Leone, the Gold 

Coast-the intercourse of supercargoes at places 
where trade is cstablished, I come at once to 
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consider how far, from the facts before me, the 
intelligence of the negro race, as it exists in the 

present day on the western coast of Africa, 
appears to be developed, or gives us hopeful 
signs of its growing progress in that regard. 

One of the most remarkable peculiarities of 
the native Africans, as I have stated elsewhere, 
is their faculty of imitation. The worcls "sa by" 

and" palaver" are derived from the French and 
Spanish. These two expressions are used by all 
the negro tribes who can mutter some words, 
however few they may be, of other language 
than their own, and comprise all that has been 
engrafted into their mongrel dialects from these 
languages. The latter word is frequently used 
with Englbh descriptive epithets. For example, 
the term "sweet mouf (for mouth) palaver," 
means what is understood in Ireland by "blar­
ney," in cockneydom by "soft sawder." "Fool 
palaver" El.'<presses what we would entitle non­
sense; "sarce (for saucy) palaver," means abusive 
language; and the term "god-man palaver," is 
applied to missionary teaching. 

A few specimens of the peculiar idiomatic 
forms, which owe their origin entirely to deri­
vation from the English tongue, will show at 

C 
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once the pathway in which their chief imitative 

faculty is tending. 
The word" lib" with some, and "live" with 

others, is used to express the presence of inani­

mate as well as animate things. " Your hat no 
lib dere, sir," or, "Your tick no lib dat place 

you put 'im," are pieces of information fre­

quently given by a negro JIlercury if sent in 
quest of either of these articles, when one is 
about to proceed out of doors. "lily mudder 

done lib for devil-ly," is an expression in which 
a Bonny man once conveyed to me the informa­

tion of his mother's death. 
The customs-duty paid to kings or chiefs for 

the privilege of trading within their districts is 
expressed by the word "comey," as the nearest 

approach which their philologists can make to 
custom. 

A present which it is considered essential to 

give to every Mrican potentate, and which is 
indeed expected in all cases of conference with 
them, is expressed by the term "dash"-a very 
free and easy style of nomenclature in its origin 

no doubt intended to signify that the gift should 
be (literally) dashed at the recipient without any 

, 

stin~iness. There is no harshness about this 

\ • 

\ 
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word, like that of the Turkish "backsheesh," 

although possessing the same meaning. 
"Changey for changey" is a very musical 

way of describing one thing changed for another, 
and refers to loves and hates, as well as to palm­
oil and British goods. 

The phrase, "We go for jam-head," does not 
mean that skulls are to be jammed one against 
another, as goats or rams do in combat or 
playfulness; but that the thinking powers of 
the brain shall be exercised by two or more 
persons in mutual cogitation and decision. 

Whenever an African talks of his having an 
enmity against anyone, he describes it by confess­
ing tbat "some bad ting lib for him tummac 
for dat man;" tbus constituting the stomach 
the organ in which the agency of spite and 
malice is engendered and nurtured. 

"One day no be all day," is a very signi­
ficant way of expressing the hope of a better 

day. 
The term" bob" bas a meaning in some degree 

resembling tbat signified by palaver, and seems 
to me an abbreviation of the slang word" bob­
bery." There is a trade "bob" and a war 
"bob," as well as a hate "bob" anu a respec' 
"bob." 

02 

• 
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At first acquaintance with the native Africans 

the errors which they commit in sexual nomen· 
clature seem very absurd. A man talks of his 

daughter as being "his son," of "bullocks' 
milk," and of a "cock·jackass." A woman up 

the Niger was introduced as being, in the abo 
sence of her brother, "the biggest man for 
town." To shew the estimation in which the 

soft sex are held, the brigantine, "George," was 

fired at by some of the Aboh country people, 
when dropping down the Nun from the con· 
f1uence of the Kwarra and Tshadda, because it 

was inferred the vessel was a" woman ship," 
therefore helpless, inasmuch as she was unpro· 

vided with engines or machinery, and conse· 
qnently considered incapable if she got into a 
difficulty. 

But these blunders soon lose their novelty by 
daily repetition in conversation; and there is 
not much chance of their being assimilated 
to the high style of those inocnlated with 
the cacoethes scribendi. Whether it be to in· 
dividuals in a private or official character, such 
communications as the following are freqnent 

amongst the scribbling class. I extract it from 
the New Era, a paper published a few years ago 
at Sierra Leone:-
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" To Daddy ~Nah Tampin Office. 

"HA, DADDY !-Do, yah, nah beg you, tell 
dem people for me, make clem Sally-own pussin 
know.-Do yah. Berrah well. 

"Ah lib nah Pademba Road-one bwoy lib 
dah oberside, lakah dem two docta lib overside 
you Tallpin-ofiice. Berrah well. Dah bwoy 
head bi,!!; too much-he say nah Militie Ban­
he got one long long ting, so-so brass, someting 
lib da dah go flip flap, dem call am key. Berrah 
well. Had! clah bwoy kin blow !-she-ah I-na 
marnin, oh !-nah sun time, oh !- nah even in, 
oh !-nah midelle-night, oh I-all s",me-no make 
pussin sleep. Not ebry bit dat-more lib da! 
One Boney bwoy lib oberside; nah he like blow 
bugle. When dem two wah-wah bwoy blow 
dem ting, de nize too much too much . 

"When white man blow dat ting, and pussin 
sleep, he kin tap wah make dem bwoy earn clo 
so? Dem bwoy kin blow ebry day-eben Sun­
day dem kin blow. Wen ah yerry dem blow 
Sunclay, ah wish dah bugle kin go down na dem 
troat, or dem kin blow them head-bone inside. 
Do, nah beg you, yah tell all dem people 'bout 
dah ting wah dem two bwoy clah blow. Tell am 
Amtrang Boboh hab febah bad. Tell am Titty 
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earn sleep nah night. Dah nize go kill me two 

pickin, oh I 

"Plabba done.-Good by daddy. 
" CRASUEY JANE." 

For the information of those not accustomed 

to the Anglo - African style of writing or 
speaking, I deem a commentary neces.ary, in 

order to make this epistle intelligible. 
The whole gist of Crashey Jane's complaint is 

against two black boys, who are torturing her 
morning, 1100n, and night-Sunday as wcll as 

every day in the week-by blowing into some 
long, long brass ting, as well as a bugle. Though 

there might appear, to some unbelievel"", a doubt 
as to the possibility of the boys furnishing ,vind 

for such a lengthened performance, still the 
complaint is not more extravagant than those 

made by many scribbling gl'ievance - mongers 
amongst ourselvcs about the organ nuisance. 

The appellative" Daddy" is used by the Afri­
cans as expressive of their respect as well as con­

fidence. "To Daddy, in the stamping (alias 
printing) office," which is the literal rendering of 
the foregoing address, contains a much more re­
spectful appeal than" to the Editor" would con­
vey; and the words "Berrah well" at the 
end of the first sentence are ludicrously ex-

• 
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pressiye of the writer's having opened the sub­

ject of complaint to her own satisfaction, and of 
being prepared to go on with what follows with­
out any dread of failure. 

The epithet "woh-woh" applied to the cen­

sured boys means to entitle them very bad; and 
I understand this term, which is general over the 

coast, is derived from a belief that those persons 
to whom it is applied have a capacity to bring 
double woe on all who have dealings with 
them. 

• 
"Amtrang Boboh," who has fever bad, is 

Robert Armstrong, the stipendiary magistrate 
of Sierra Leone, and the inversion of his name 
in this manner is as expressive of negro clas­
sicality as was the title of Jupiter Tonans to 
the dwellers on Mount Olympus. 

One of the most remarkable features of Anglo­
Mricanism is what may be entitled the mendi­
cant. From the highest king to the lowest slave 
begging seems to be incligenous-indeed, with 
the former class much more tban with the latter. 
For those possess a certain degree of mauvaise 
honte, arising from the dread of remorseless re­
fusal to their caste the only idea tbat keeps 

them from its indulgence. 
All the" sweet mouf palaver," all the" dau-
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dyism" that can he advanced, is used to effect 

the success of these appeals, whet.her oral or 
written. In the rainy season especially the 

trading supercargoes iD the rivers frequently 
receive letters narrating the writers' promised 
intention of hriDging down ivory, palm-oil, or 

other produce, and begging in conclusion for a 
dash of rum, for which a jar is generally sent. 

In the following specimen, addressed to a " dear 
brother," there is a beautiful style of fraternal 
affection s4ewn by the alternative offered-if he 
to whom it is addressed does not undertake a 

voyage of about two thousand miles to see the 
writer's children, that he will send the few things 

enumerated therein, which are to "make him 
satisfy.~' 

The request for" coral and silver rings," and 
the" pair of ladies' shoes for the wife," seem to 

be rather mal-apropos for the mother of children 
in a state of nakedness. It is redolent, too, of 

the aristocracy of mendicancy amongst a people 
who, as soon as they are able to read or write, 
cease to be negroes, and become developed iDto 

" coloured ladies and gentlemen." 

"F. Po., 2nd September, 1855. 

" DEAR BROTHER,-This is to inform you that 

• 
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my childrens, Name of them John, Emily, and 

William, sent there best compliments to you; I 
am glad to see your Evan this moment come to 
me, because I have sent you this four letters, 
and no answer from you. Aidoouka and Abbian 
come and your grandfather Name is Aisain In­
tear; dear brother, as you don't wish to come 

here as I wish you to come to see my children, 
my wife, and myself, because I hope and trust 
that all of them to see you with love, joy, and 

gladness. Also all our country peopl';l give there 
best compliment to you, and your wife and chil­

drens, and if you can't able to come, sent me 
something to make me satisfy. Give my best 
love to all the Callenban (Kalabar?) people who 
join your company; I am quiet well. Also my 
wife beg you for Close, and her children, for 
they are Naked sent shawl Hondkercif for me 

and the one to tie head, also sent me a large 
coat. Also sent me some corrill and silver R,ing 
and the childrens want shoes two blue caps for 
John and William a very nice on and my wife 
sent to beg you for one pair of ladies shoes and 
I want a blue cap or a nice hat. Mouguan jour­
ton Nhan Obeng Anook" (this must be a private 
phrase in some Mrican tongue perhaps a sort 
of masonic appeal or hint) "give their best love 

• 



26 LOYE D< LIBERIA. 

to YOU. Even I myself and children. I remain 
your truly brother in love. • 

"T--

The passion which rules 

II The court, the camp, the gro"e, 
And men below, and gods above," 

is very limited in its poetical existence. It in 

fact seems to be crawling into life only in one or 
two places where our language is the established 
standard one. In the majority of African king. 

doms the gentle god is unknown, and I believe 

the vile system of polygamy very much tends to 
keep him so, as well as the fact that woman in 

all these places is a slave. 
In the colony of Liberia, which has been es­

tablished by the American Colonization Society, 
and is now a free republic, the civilization of love 
seems to have taken root, as may be judged from 

the 'poetry, speeches, and a considerable amount 
of amatory Anglo-Mricanism which may have 
been observed in the Liberia Herald, a newspaper 
published at Monrovia, the capital. 

I give here an original effusion of a native of 
that place not, however, taken from the news­

paper-addressed to a "coloured lady," with 

whose cbarms, it appears, he was smitten. Deli-

• 
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cacy, of course, obliges me not to reveal the 
names:-

"January 23rd, 1852. 
"ToP.R. 

" liLY DEAR lIIrss,-I tak my pen in hand to 
Emhrac you of my health, I was very sick this 

morning but know I am better but I hope it may 
find you in a state of Enjoying good health and 
so is y<fur Relation. Oh my dear Miss what 
would I give if I conId see thy lovely Face this 
precious minnit 0 miss you had prom is me to 
tell me something, and I like you to let me 
know I am very anxious to know what it is give 
my Respect to the young mens But to the young 
ladys especially 0 I am long to see you 0 miss 
if I don't see you shortly surely I must die J 
shut my mouth to hold my breath Miss don't 
you cry 0 my little pretty turtle dove I wont 
you to write to me, shall I go Bound or shall I 
go free or shall I love a pretty girl a she don't 
love me gilre my Respect all enquiring Friend 

• Truly Your respectfully, 
"J--H--_ 

"Nothing more to say 0 Miss." 

I believe that amongst the gentlemen of this 
republic more specimens can be adduced of va­
rieties of literature than on any other part of 

• 
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the coast. Before me is a copy of a letter, bear­

ing no date, which was sent from shore to 

the commander of a man-of-war steamer tbat had 

just dropped anchor in the roadstead of Monro­

via. It runs thus, and the writer held the posi­

tion of a colonel in the Liberian militia :-

"GENTLEMEN OF THE MAN-OF-WAR,-I shall be 

rejoiced to see you on shore. Mrs. H • sends 

her love, and will be happy to wash your clothes. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, yours affec­

tionately, 
"J-- H--, COLONEL." 

Here is a specimen of pathetic sublimity of 

appeal, from two chiefs who were rescued from 

slaughter up one of the palm-oil trading rivers, 

and who, in consequence of not being able to 

return to their native district, owing to 

family feuds still existing there, addressed this 

letter to the British supercargoes :-

"July 15th, 1856 . 
• 

"GE1'TLEMEN,-Though several mbnths have 

now elasped [sic iu orig.] since we were driven 

away from B ,we trust that our remem­

brance may not be obliterated from your me­
mory. Weare the same your former friends 

- who now addresses you, but oh, how changed 

from that persons whom you then knew. Where 

• 
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is now our former flow of spirits, and our pros­
perity?-they were all fled, all fled, and their 

places usurped by melancholy, poverty, and the 
sneers and contempt of an unfeeling world. 
This to a person of your sensibility must be as 
painful to read as it is for us to write. It is not 

our object to practice on your feelings by artful 
languages. But our distresses have increased to 
that degree, that speak they will in some guise, 
and we urged on them, we have stifled our re­

pugnance of Qisclosing them to you. Without 
further circurulocu tion, let us tell you then at 
once that our state is that of the bitterest po­
verty, in fact, of destitution, and we make our 
appeal to your kindly feelings in the name of 
that friendship which once existed between us. 
We have said enough. vYe need add no 

more. • 

"We subscribe ourselves to be your most 
unfortunate fi'iends, 

"F P'--
" G-- H--p--" 

The conclusion, "We have said enough. 
We need add no more," may have appeared to 
the composer as emphatic as the end of She­
ridan's great speech on the Warren Hastings 
case seemed to the servant of the former; for, 

• 
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as Moore tells us, he admired the expression 
with which was delivered the finale, " My Lords, 
I have done," much more than he did any other 
part of that famous three days' oration. 

In Fernando Po, where the majority of the 
inhabitants in its capital have heen liherated 
from slave·ships by British men-of-war, there 
appeared stuck on a garden paling, one fine 
morning during my residence there, a notice, of 
which the following is an exact copy:-

" NOTICE is herehy given, that 'person or per­
sons whom will attend in company of play, and 
dance at the residence of IV L 's house, 
Esquire, (B t House) I beg respectfully that 
whom attend in decent and manners, in the pre­
sence of the Co., and may require gla's of wine 
and spirits, will attend with sL'<pence real in the 
Co.,.,put in subscription of for the company on 
the 9th instant, in the evening, at 5 o'clock pre­
cisely, the undermentioned signatures are the 
holders of the Co. affixed:-

T. E. W-s. 'I'm. D-o. 
"Bandmastero Bn. K-y. In. F. ~I e. 

Jo. B-t. 
U Clarence, Jan. 5th, 1858." 

The band whereof the above signatureo pur­
ported to represent the masters, comprised only 

• 
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the five musicians, so that each was a soi-disant 

bandmaster. The instruments consisted of two 
asthmatic flutes, and three noise-making, though 

far from melody-generating, drums. 
I shall not weary my readers by giving more 

than another example of literary composition. 
It is a compact history of an old palaver, 
which I requested a Kalabar man to put on 
paper for me. Although the main points are 
here briefly laid down in less than twenty 
lines, a detail of them occupied the narrator for 

nearly two hours, when he came to see me on 
board H. M. S. S. V . 

"In King Archibodg's time Henshaw Duke's 

family, that time all chop be very dear, send 
seven big canoes full of yams and konkeys to sell 
at Ikpa market. Then one of King Eyos 
people come and steal some of Abara Ilw.ng's 
coppers, then bob come up and fight, then King 
Eyo's people tief everything that live in the 
seven canoes. Then when Henshaw Duke's 

people come home, Duketown gentlemen want 
to make palaver. Then King Eyo send do\m 
and say he will to pay for all de coppers his 
people tief. Then Henshaw Duke's people say 
they no want nothing for Eshian Eyo, King 
Eyo's head man at Ikpa, had beg pardon of 

• 
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Abara Ikang, and make sorry, and so palaver 

set one time." 

No less remarkable, as a specimen of bre· 

vity, was a proclamation once issued by the 

bellmau at Fernando Po, according to the go· 

vernor's instructions. It was intended to tell 

the owners of all pigs, without rings in their 

noses, that these animals were destined to be shot 

if found abroad. The bell, of course, being 

tolled as he walked along, he thus spoke to the 

crowd gathered at each corner :-

"I say-I say-I say-I sayr-ssuppose a pig 

walk-iron no live for him nose I-gun shoot !­

kill 'im one time! Hear ee, hear ee." 

Not the most accomplished lexicographer, 

from Johnson's time to ours, could have pro­

claimed the governor's ukase so happily, because 

so jJ.telligibly, to those for whom it was in­

tended. 
When we come to consider that some of 

these productions are emanations from grown­

up men, who have received an education in 

missionary schools, it may be wondered at that 

so little continuity of ideas or coherence of com­

position is observable in them. 
The present development of the mental 

powers of the native African is one upon 
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IV hich a variety of opinions exist. On this 
subject there appears to me a sound philosophy 
in the following observations, written by my 
friend, Captain Sir Henry Vere Huntley, of which 

he has given me liberty to make use. Few men 
have had more opportunities for acquiring ex­
perience in Western Mrica than Sir Henry, in 
ills connexion with the Naval as well as with the 
Civil service of Her Majesty's Government:-

"I fear the intellect of the Tropical African is 
not of that order which some few who have, and 

• 
a vast number who have not, visited Africa pro-
claim it to be. Had it been so, the chiefs long 
ago would have seen the ruinous consequences 
of slaye-dealing with foreigners, and of slavery at 
home; or otherwise the Tropical African himself 
would have broken from his bondage, and as· 
serted his liberty, as every intellectual rtce, 

sooner or later, has done. 
"In the origin, no nation had more favourahle 

opportunity than others of emerging from bar­
barism, unless it is admitted that some were 
gifted. with a higher standard of mental capacity 
than others, which enabled them to rise to the 
heights of civilization aud sound religion. But 
such an admission crushes the. claim of Tropical 
Mrica to any even moderate scale of intellect. 

n 

• 

• 
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With some nations, of the higher order, super­

stition fell before religion sooner than in others, 

and primitive ingenuity was earlier developed into 

skilful mechanism j whilst Tropical Mrica remains 

unchanged_ Even nations which have com­

pletely succumbed for a time, have, when events 

threw open their gates and ports, shown them­

selves to have been long in possession of highly 

civilized practices and feelings, as well as much 

advanced in arts and sciences, in spite of their 

self-imposed isolation. Extraordinary powers of 
• 

perception and adaptation have distinguished 

these nations on coming into contact with others. 

With Tropical Africa there is no trace of such 

indigenous, or, as some wildly believe, sup­

pressed mental powers. 

"I am aware that there are persons who 

str~ngely argue, that whoever thinks the Tro­

pical Ml'ican less intellectual by nature than 

the inhabitants of other countries, must of ne­

cessity be an advocate for the slave-trade, and for 

all manner of unmitigated oppression in Mrica. 

We reply that there is nothing inconsistent, but 

the reverse, in those who see deformities, defects, 

and even vices in the Mrican character, main­

taining towards them at the same time the 

Christian attributes of commiseration and 

• 
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mercy; and that there is little charity in thut 
mind which can argue that the perception of a 
low intellect in the negro must necessarily lead 

to the treatment of him with injustice, cruelty, 

and oppression." 
Prohably we shall be able to judge whether 

this reasoning be correct or otherwise, if tested 
by an illustration from our own time, when we 

come to examine the intellectual features which 

are in existence, according to their OW11 showing, 
amongst the citizens of the republic of Liberia . 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Republic of Liberia-Senti.ments of Frederika. Bremer about 
it-Its establishment on the llDmixed Negro element a great 
m.istake-Rev. E. Blyden's ,( Vindication of the African Race It 
- Cases of Defection amongst the Colonists of Liberia-lis 
Causes explained by Mr. Blyden-His Condemnation of the 
Deference shown to "'b.ite Men-Cases of Intellectual Develop· 
ment amongst the Native Africans-Contrast between A.frican 
and Caucasian mental superiority aud obtuseness-Position of 
Liberia investing its people with the power of good-Depressing 
state of things along the Gold Coast-IIuman Sacrifices at 
New Kalahar, Aboh, Brass, and Old Ka.l.a.bar-The god country 
of the Brass people-Bl'Utality of Human Sacrifice up the 
Niger-Pun.isbment for Murder at Fernando Po-First Ax· 
ticles of War issued by Richard Cceur de Li(lu-Sacrifices in 
tbe Interior of Africa. recorded by Dr. Livingstone-Heartless 
"Iflolesale Murder at BODny-Homceopathic Punishment for 
Offences in New Kalabar-The Long ju-ju Country-Mode 
of Execution at New Kalabar. 

IT may be asserted by the over-captious thnt I 

ought to search for and adduce illustrations for 

this chapter amongst the Africans, who are compo­

nent parts of the population of British Colonies, 
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and who may, therefore, be expected to give 
evidence of a more highly developed intelligence 
under the fostering care of a Governmen t estab­

lishment. But I deem it an act of justice to the 
black men, who claim an equality with whites, 
rather to show of what stuff they are made, 

according to their own advocates; and to 
point out how erroneously writers of their own 

class describe them before tbe world as possess­
ing qualities of which they have as yet shown 
no palpable eyidence. 

The republic of Liberia has been pictured by 
1\1rs. Beecher Stowe as the Eden into which one 
of the characters in "Uncle Tom's Cabin" re­

tires to spend the evening of his ilays. It has 
been acknowledged as a free and independent 
republic by the majority of European govern­

ments, and it is frequently pointed out to us as 
evidence of what the native African can do in 

establishing his independence. 
Frederika Bremer, in all her beautiful works, 

never arrived at a conclusion more true than the 

following~ :-" To imagine that the emancipated 
slaves of America could, beyond the sea, in Libe­
ria in Africa, establish a community according to 

• It Homes of the New World, Impressions of America." By 
Frederika Bremer. Translated. by "Mary Howitt. 



38 MISS BREMER'S SENTIMENTS. 

the American republic, is, I believe, a grand 

mistake." No greatcr mistake has ever been 

made by the friends of the African. In the 

organization of this l'Ppublic, there was deficient 
-or rather discarded-what Miss Bremer writes 
of as "tbat great influence which a man of the 

white race, by his natural intellectual superiority 

and systematic turn of mind, will always have 

over the black." I do not go so far as to say the 

white will always have superiority over the blacks; 
but I hold that, in the present state of their 

relative development, such a condition of supe­

riority does exist. I maintain this more strongly, 
for the purpose of showing how the Rev. E. 

Bl yden-literary champion of that republic­

damages his own position as an advocate of 
progress, by assuming a condition of perfection 
which we know does not exist amongst his re­

publican brethren. Moreover, he flings down 

the gauntlet of defiance at the whites, without 

whom neither he nor his compatriots would be 
free this day in the republic of Liberia. 

Let me not be misunderstood. I have perused 
sentiments from the pen of this gentleman which 

oblige me to respect him. I have seen his ad­
vocacy of the spirit of self.reliance, as spoken to 

the people of 1II onrovia, set forth in language 

\ 

• 
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worthy of the illustrious Ellery Channing. For 

these reasons I regret to read thus from Mr. 

Blyden's pamphlet, entitled a "Vindication of 

the Mrican race" ;-

"Cases are not wanting of coloured persons 

fleeing from American bondage to Liberia, who, 

meeting a few difficulties, and unused to the task 

of self-reliance, wish to return and live their 

former life of ease and freedom from care. 

Some do retnrn, and bear back evil r eports of 

this good land. These cases are painful; but 

they are not surprising; they are illustrations 

of the invariable effects of slavery. Nor is it to 

be wondered at that even in Liberia, au African 

Government, free, sovereign, and independent, 

there should be, as Bishop Scott alleges, 'a 

degree of deference shown to white men that 

is not shown to coloured.' This will he the case 

in every Mrican community for a long time; 

even after the entire abolition of slavery in the 

Western world. This reverence of the oppressed 

for the oppressor, as we haye just seen in the 
case of the Israelites, is not easily shaken off. 

Such is the inflnence of the latter upon the 

former, that their voice, on any question, has the 

effect to hush into the profoundest silence the 

least murmur of dissent on the part of the former. 
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"It is, however, incumbent upon the intelligent 

among tbe African race to discountenance, as 

much as possible, this servile feeling, and to use 

every means to crush it wherever it appears; 

for its influence on the mind and morals, and 

general progress of the race, is fearful! y in­

jurious. " 
There is a querulousness of petty vanity in 

this which almost forbids us to hope for good 

from such a source. In a republic where no 

white man is allowed to have a voting or 

executive influence in government, "a degree of 

deference to white men" is complained of. We 

cannot wonder at this, indeed, when we remem­

ber that a few pagps previously we read:-

"Let the candid among the enemies of our 

race take, as far as they know, all the cases of 

Africans who have enjoyed any opportunities of 

intellectual development and improvement, and 

see if the majority have not profitably availed 

themselves of those opportunities: or take an 

African of ordinary mind, and a Caucasian of 

like capacity; place them both under the same 

instructions, with equal privileges, and we hazard 

nothing by saying that the Caucasian will not 

excel the Mrican, if, indeed, he keep pace with 

him. This has been tested, and the result has 
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turned out in favour of the Mrican. If, then, 

under gi\'en circumstances, the Caucasian will 

arrive at a certain point of intellectual improve­

ment, and under the same circumstances-as the 

facts of a fail' induction show- the Mrican will 

attain to the same point, where is the absolute 

superiority of the Caucasian? Where is the 

pecul.iar mental obtuseness of the Mrican? 
Where ?" 

I take it upon myself to answer the latter 

question-that we ha\'e, in the very query itself, 

a most palpable proof of "mental obtuseness," 

following up, as it does, the writer's classifica­

tion of all white men as the "oppressors" 
of the Mrican race. 

Throughout the whole of Mr. l3lyden's pam­

phlet he follows the very style of reasoning 
which he himself condemns in others. "It can­

not be truly affirmed," he says, "that inferences 
proceeding on such assumptions wait for refuta­

tion ; but those who avail. themselves of them 

follow p"ejudice more than judgment. And so 

strongly does their prejudice against the African 
bias their minds, that we often find even the 

profoundest of them indulging in such one·sided 

argument. " 

And yel; because John C. Calhoun, of South 

• 
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Carolina, employed "bold and unblushing 
sophistry with reference to the African race," 

and because Mr. Blyden was refused admittance 
to a literary institution in the United States, on 

the ground that the faculty had failed to realize 

their expectations in one or two coloured persons 

whom they had educated, the white people all 
over the world are enemies of his race, and 

their oppressors. 
:M r. Blyden's objection to "isolated cases the 

most unfavourable being taken as fair specimens 

of the character of the "'hole race," might seem 
to be very fair, if he would allow this sentence to 

be applied to the few cases he adduces to prove 

the non-existence of intellectual obtuseness, and 

would permit the single change of unfavourable 

to favourable. 

What hopes there may be from Liberia can be 

gathered from his concluding sentiments, which 
contain much that is good, and beautiful, and 
true, with a considerable amount of what cannot 

be defined as anything more elevated than vapid 

rhodomontade :-
"The position of the people of Liberia invests 

them with peculiar ability for doing good in 
behalf of the downtrodden race to which they 
belong. If they properly use that ability, they 
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may exert no inconsiderable influence in bring­
ing about the universal disenthralment and 
elevation of Africans. They should not, in 
order to benefit their enslaved brethren, 'render 
evil for eyil' to their oppressors. Such a course 
is productive of no good; it is a plan of proce­
dure that finds no sympathy in these enlightened 
days-it is a progeny of the dark ages. These 
are times when, by argumentation and demon­
stration, the moral sensibilities of men must be 

appealed to. Physical inconveniences, employed 
for the purpose of correcting moral evils, have 
DO true reformatory effect. Men must be led­
not driven. No desirable effect can be produced 
by reiterating doleful complaints and harsh vitu­
perations against men on account of their pre­
judices. But a great deal is accomplished by 
furnishing practical demonstrations that such 

prejudices are destitute of foundation. And 
this is the work of the people of Liberia in 

particular and of coloured men in general. We 
must prove to our oppressors tbat we are men, 
possessed of like susceptibilities with themselves, 
by seeking after those attributes which give 
dignity to a State; by cultivating those virtues 
which shed lustre upon individuals and com­

munities; by pursuing whatever is magnificent 
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in enterprise, whatever is lovely and of good 
report in civilization, whatever is exalted in 

morals, and whatever is exemplary in piety. 
Then shall we prove that we do possess 'rights 

which white people are bound to rcspect;' the 

decision of an enlightened Chief Justice to the 
contrary notwithstanding. But so long as we 

contentedly remain at the foot of the ladder at 
whose top our oppressors stand, it is unreason­
able, it is absurd, to call upon them to recognise 

us as equals in every respect; and it is worse 
thau absurdity to abuse and vilify them for 
their opinions and prejudices with respect to us. 

,Ve must make our way to the position which 

they occupy. And having overstepped the in. 
terval wbich has so long separated us from tbem, 
and standing witb them on the same summit, we 

shall be welcomed as equals. Then will Shem, 

Ham, and Japhetb dwell together as brethren, 

in 'liberty, equality, and fraternity.' There 
will be no more slavery; for Canaan, the 'ser· 
vant of servants,' bas been exterminated." 

"We must make our way to the position 

which they, our oppressors, occupy," is language 
wbicb, in fact, in volves a true principle; but lIlr. 
BIyden ought to see the inconsistency of boasting 
of wbat the Liberians can do for the downtrodden 
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race to which they belong, till they get to the top 

of that ladder "where their oppressors stand," 

and at whose foot they acknowledge themselves 

as still remaining. Before they attain that posi­

tion, too, the boast of in tellectual and mental 

equality is a piece of flagrant bombast, and 

nothing more. 

With the instances advanced of the Anglo­

Mrican tendency, opposed although they be to 

what J canuot avoid designating as erroneous 

reasonings from the Liberian republic, the 

question may be asked-Are there no other ob­

stacles than these latter stauding in the way of 

African civilization, and opposing the develop­
ment of that country's inexhaustible riches? 

Civil wars all along the Gold Coast do not 

indicate anything like a condition of happiness 

or prosperity; and aa we approach the neigh­
bourhood of the palm oil rivers, there rises up 

befOl'e us a panorama such as I believe no other 

part of the world can show. 
The sacrifice of twin children, as ,vell as of those 

who cut their upper teeth first, is carried on at New 

Kalabar as in Aboh and Old Kalabar. Even as 

.late as 1856 an Albino child was sacrificed at 
thc bar of the first-named river to the shark, 

who was, up to a late period, the ju-ju of this 

• 
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country. Some of the natives up the creeks 

having been devoured by these carnivorous fish, 

the family of the shark species got into disfavour, 

and now goats and fowls are their favourite 
sacrificial offerings. 

At the mouth of Brass river, when an Albino 

girl is sacrificed, the officiator at this ceremony 
is an old man named Onteroo. He has an 

enormous tuberosity on the back of his head; 
but whether his divinity is believed to exist in 

this or not, my informant cannot say. Several 
canoes accompany him and the victim, who, it 

seems, is quite satisfied with her fate, as she is 
indoctrinated with the idea that her future 

destiny is to be married to a white man. As 
soon as they reach the bar, the canoes are all 
turned with their heads homewards; the word 

is given, and the girl is thrown into the water, 
with a weight round her neck to prevent her 
floating, thus obviating the possibility of an 

escape. 
The Brass people have likewise an interior (to 

their couutry) territory, entitled the god country, 
to which they resort for oracular purposes. Keya, 

the King of the Obullum Abry side of Brass 

rl~er, was known to have recently paid a visit 

\ 
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there to ascertain whether he or a powerful chief, 
named Amanga, was to be the head man. 

On his return, a number of the" god country" 

people came with him, and lived at his place, on 
the fat of the land, whilst they were deliberating. 
Amanga, of course, was now and then present 
at the festivals; but one morning he b~came 

very sick, and was dead in a few hours after· 

wards. 
In parts of Benin it is the custom to sacrifice 

two men at the appearance of a new moon. 
The Rev. Mr. Crowther's journal of his last 

ascent of the Niger records :-" After the 
inspection of the lands at Idda, as we were reo 

turning to the ship, Kasumo, the Arabic inter­

preter, who had fallen in with a brother lIIallam 
here, and also with a Yoruba slave, was privatdy 
informed that, about three months ago, an Al­
bino slave boy, whom we saw here in 1854, 

about nine years of age, was offered in sacrifice 
as a peace-offering in the settlement of their 
political disputes; that the hands and feet of the 

poor boy were dislocated, after which he was 
put alive into a pit prepared for him, over which 
a lnrge pot was placed; so the poor creature had 
to linger the remaining days of his minerable 
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existence in torture and agony. He was there 

three or four days before he expired, when the 

pit was covered up." 
Something similar to this brutality, but of a 

• 
more aggravated nature, is the mode in which 
punishment for murder is inflicted by the 

aborigines of Fernando Po. When the mur­
derer is discovered, his crime is proved before a 
meeting of the magnates of his district-not with 

any form of trial by jury, or of test by ordeal, 

but simply by the deposition of evidence, be it 
confirmatory or circumstantial. The body of 
his victim is then carried to some distance in 

the bush, and he is tied to it by withes plucked 
from trees. He is left in that horrid position, 
without a bit to eat or a drop to drink, until 
death puts an end to his sufferings. The pro­

longation of a man's life unuer such circum­
stances, bound night and day to a dead body 
advancing to putridity, is a fate that one 

shudders to think of. 
Yet perhaps we should not regard this with 

equal horror, did we reflect that in our own 
Christian country of England, and about A.D. 

1190 - in the glorious old times of the Cru­

saders -the first "articles of war" issued by 

\ 
\ 
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Richard Creur de Lion, for the government of 

the Navy, contained a primitive code, which 

punished the murderer by lashing bim to his 

victim's body and throwing him into the sea. 

It may be considered a strange coincidence 

that amongst the tribes of the in terior, who can 

have no communication with those on the coast, 

similar brutalities are in existence, as if such tbings 

were racy of the Mrican soil. Dr. Livingstone 

records· that" in several tribes a child which is 

said to 'tlola' (transgress) is put to death. 

'Tlola,' or transgression, is ascribed to several 

curious causes. A child who cuts the upper front 

teeth before the under, is always put to death 

among the Bakaa, and, I believe, also among 

the Bakwains. [A practice similar to this exists 

at Aboh, New and Old Kalabar.] Iu some tribes, 

when twins are born, one of them is put to 

death. [A modification of the Old Kalabar 

custom of burying twins alive.] And an ox 

which, while lying in the pen, beats the ground 
with its tail, is treated in the same way. It is 

thought to be calling death to visit the tribe." 

On the occasion of a civil war at Bonny this 

year (1859), the following incident occurred :-

• Ii Missionary Tr.LYels anu Ikse:trcbe.s in South Africa," p. 577. 
MWTay, London. 1858. 

E 
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A canoe, paddled by four young boys, the 
eldest not more than seven years of age, and 
steered with a paddle by a man in the stern, was 
observed crossing the river amongst the shipping. 

It was pursued by another canoe, in which were 

eight men propelling, and a man standing up in 
its fore part with a rifle in his hand. As soon 

as the latter had reached to within fifteen or 
twenty yards of the former, the armed man fired 

at and killed oue of the boys. He coolly reloaded 
his rifle and shot the other three boys in succes­

sion. The murderer's canoe having soon arrived 
at that which had now but one occupant, he (the 

last-named) jumped into the water, out of which 
he was soon dragged by his pursuers, to be 
stabbed to death in their canoe with knives. 

The idea that men who had committed a murder 

"should be condemned to the same fate they had 
bestowed upon another," is practically carried 
out in the very mode in which the butch­

ery had been consummated-as thus recorded 
to me, by Mr. Oates, of its occurrence at ;>i'ew 

Kalabar :-
" On the 4th January, 1859, as Dr. Saunders 

and I were leaving the beach, a great commotion 

was raised through the town, in consequence of 

the ju-ju king haying been attacked and severely 
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wounded in the ju-ju house. We returned, and 

on going up to the place, found it full of natives. 

On a table in the centre was stretched the un­

fortunate ju-ju potentate, suffering from a severe 

stab in the abdomen and a fearful gash in the 

wrist. With such appliances as the natiYes could 

furnish, Dr. Saunders stitched and dressed the 

wounds. It was then related to us that a head 

man of the ju-ju king's establishment had been 

mad for a few days; that while he was making 

ju-ju, with many of the people attending at the 

ceremonial, the lunatic had rushed into the 

temple and inflicted the wounds on him; and 

that, before the madman could be seized, he had 

rushed away again, supposed to haye gone iuto 

the bush (as the thick wood around is termed). 

"Dr. Saunders wished tbe king's bed to be 

made up in the ju-ju house, that tbe wounds 

might not be disturbed; but all those around 

objected, giving as a reason their dread of the 
assassin coming back and doing something worse. 

Preparatious being then made to take bim on a 

door to his dwelling-house, we proceeded to 

accompany the bearers, when, on going outside, 

we saw no less than three hundred men armed 

with guns, daggers, spears, and knives. Such is 

the respect shown to white men, that over a 

E 2 
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hundred of these armed people formed a body­

guard around us to conduct us in safety to the 

beach, where our boats were, as it was then 
getting dark, and the madman might be roaming 

, 
about; for in his flight he had stabbed two 

women, though not mortally wounded them. 
Some of this escort carried torches, and the 

flashing light in darkness revealing the blades 

of weapons, with the moving ebony of their 
nearly naked bodies, and the glistening savagery 

of their eyes, was a picture not often seen, even 
in MricR. 

"January 5.-The ju.ju king died this morn­

ing. After the ceremonies of his funeral were 
over, he was buried in his own temple, a number 

of armed men afterwards going in pursuit of the 
murderer. They found him in a tree and shot 

him. Athough he fell down dead, they inflicted 
upon him like wounds to those he had given to 

the king-namely, a stab in the belly and a gash 
across the wrist. His body was then cut in two 
and thrown into the river for shark food. 

" In a very few days afterwards upwards offifty 
persons belonging to the murderer's family were 

put to death in a similar manner-by wounds in 
the belly and across the wrist. Indeed, there was 
not a single one of his kith or kin left in the 
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town that was not sacrificed in exactly the same 
mnnner as he had butchered the king." 

Although the natives of New Kalahar had 

great faith iu this ju·ju king-ranking him on 
all state occasions before king Amakrec-they 

hold in veneration a superior spirit, believed to 
exist in a country some three months' trayel 

from New Kalabar, and in a direction tending 
towards Aboh, up the river Xiger. I belie,' e it 
to be in some part of Om; and it is entitled by 
them, when they speak of it in English, the 
"Long ju.ju country." Parties are sent there 

to undergo an ordeal for serious crimes. It is 
believed that the ju·ju at that place, who is sup­

posed to be a woman, knows everything-the 
names of all the ships trading in the ri,·er, of 

the merchants to whom they belong, and of the 

supercargoes. The country in which this Delphic 
oracle resides is described as a slJecies of amphi­
theatre, surrounded by hills. As soon as the 
accused arrives near a certain bu,h-only one 

person being allowed to approach at a time his 
accuser makes the charge against him in a loud 
voice. He is then called on to say if he be 
guilty or not guilty. Of course the charge is 
invariably denied. Upon this he is told to re­
turn. The simple people of New Kalabar, who 
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never have been there, believe that if the accused 
be innocent he can go back; but that if he be 

really guilty, his feet become fastened to the 

ground; that water springs up, which rises, rises, 
rises gradually, till it mounts over his head, 

when he is drowned; and that, as soon as the 
water subsides after his death, the victim is 

found fastened in the earth, with nothing of his 
body visible except his head, 

Mr. Oates informed me that, on one occasion, 
a hundred men were sent away by the authorities, 
being accused of some witchcraft, the particulars 

of which he was ignorant of. Of these thirty­
nine returned, bringing with them an accusation 

against twenty other persons, who had not pre­
viously been suspected, and who thus, by the 

revelation of the long ju-ju, were declared guilty, 

These were executed, having been first made 
drunk-a privilege which is likewise granted to 

all condemned to die by Egbo authority in Old 
Kalabar. The mode of execution at New Kala­

bar is hacking the convicted with swords, knives, 
and cutlasses, till death puts an end to his 
sufferings, 

, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Wilhelm llumboldt's idea of the human family being one fI:a· 
ternity.-Baron Von Humboldt's concurrence in these opinions. 
-Adherence of native Africans to gri-gris, ju-jus, aod fetishes. 
-Cannibal..ism. -Probability of languages assimilating their 
natW'e to these practices.-Of the sale of human flesh at Sierra 
Leone.-Mr. Caulker's explanation of reasons for burning or 
burying alive the Negroes.-Canniba1ism at Omun, amoll~t 

the Boola tribe and the Ejoemen.-Sale of Negro flesh at Old 
Knlabar.-Cannibalism at B~.-ReasoDS given for eating the 
slaughtered bodies of their enemies.-Of the Pangwes taking 
carcasses out of the ground to eat them.-Reprisal cannibalism 
at New KaJabar. 

IN the first volume of Baron Von Humboldt's 
"Cosmos,""' an extract is given from a work of 
his brother Wilhelm, in which the following 
passage occurs :-

"If we would indicate an idea, which through­
out the whole course of history has ever more 
and more widely extended its empire, or which 

• Page 568. 
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more than any other testifies to the much con­
tested, and still more decidedly misunderstood, 

perfectibility of the whole human race, it is that 
of establishing our common humanity j of striv­

ing to remove the barriers which prejudice and 
limited views of every kind have erected amongst 
men, and to treat all mankind, without reference 

to religion, nation, or colour, as one fraternity, 
one great community, fitted for the attainment 

of one object-the unrestrained development of 

the psychical powers." 

Bearing upon these observations, the Baron 
likewise remarks· :-" The principle of indi­

vidual and political freedom is implanted in the 

ineradicable conviction of the equal rights of one 
sole human race." 

This philosophy puzzles one who contemplates 
such scenes as I have recorded, and am about to 
go on with. There may be allowed a palliation 
for the deeds of the American Indians in scalp­

ing those who fall into their hands by the for­
tunes of war, or the chances of raid and foray. 
A plea may, perhaps, be advanced for the 
atrocities committed by Sepoys in the recent 

Indian rebellion, urged on as they were by the 

despotic creed of Islamism. But the thirst for 
• Dumboldt's "Cosmos," yo1. iLl p. 5G8. 
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blood which marks the lives of many of the 

Negro races, seems to me very incompatible with 

the foregoing, as well as with another idea of 
Humboldt's" :-

"Whilst we maintain the unity of the human 

species, we at the same time repel the depressing 

assumption of superior and inferior races of men. 

There are nations more susceptible of cultivat.ion, 

more highly ciyilized, more ennobled by mental 

cultivation, than others; but none in themselves 

nobler than others." 

I fear that "mental cultivation n can have 
• 

little effect on individuals who cannot be classed 

as humanized. Although not denying that a 

few, very few-the rari nantes in gurgite vasto--­

have manifested an intellectual capacity equal to 

that of white men; still, even those who for scores 

of years have been intermixing with Enropean 
traders, mostly Englishmen, cling to their gri-gris, 

ju-jus, fetishes, and cannibalism, with as much 

pertinacity as they did a hundred years ago. 

It might be assumed that their languages, assi. 

milating the practices of their daily lives to 

natural organization, may have something to 

do with this adherence to old practices. No 
doubt arguments can be advanced to prove that 

• II Cosru06," vol. i., p. 368. 
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they, with all their thirst for their fellow·crea­
tures' blood, are entirely innocent and uncon­

scious of many abominable crimes, which are of 
daily occurrence amongst civilised communities 
of Europe. Caligulas and Neros may be said 

to exist amongst these tribes; although they 
have not yet arrived at that stage of civiliza­

tion which produces a Robson or a Redpath. 

People in England, who imagine Africa to be 
a land of palms and gold, of elephants and lions 
-even those less poetic and more commercial 

folk who look to the growing development of 
that country's resources in the increasing pro­
duction of palm oil and ivory-would scarcely 

believe that in these days-whilst I write-can­
nibalism is almost as rampant on the west coast 

of Mrica as it has ever been. 
Let us turn backwards a few hundred miles 

from Liberia to the British colony of Sierra 
Leone, where we can read the following para­

graph in the "Mrican n newspaper of April 5th 
last. It is contained in a report of the sixty­
eighth (1) anniversary of the Countess of Hun­
tingdon's connexion in that colony :-

"Mr. Samuel Priddy, who is employed by 
the Society, and has been labouring as a native 
missionary at Bompeh in the Sherbro country, 
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supported the same (i.e. a resolution). He stated 

that the cruel and barbarous practices of canni­

balism were indulged in during the late war, 

and that he saw hampers of dried human flesh 

carried on the backs of men, upon which they in­

tended to feast. He called for help, and hoped 

that such pecuniary means would be provided 
as would prove sufficient to send him back to 

the sphere of his former labours." 

The editor, in a foot-note, says he would like 

to see tbe statement confirmed, as if a doubt 

could be thro,yn on the spoken words of a 

respectable and truth-telling missionary, who 
recorded only what he saw I 

In a subsequent number of the same paper, 
we observe a Mr. Caulker denying that canni­

balism exists in the Bom peh part of the Sher­

bro country, and asserting that the Boorhdy 

country must be the one meant by Mr. 

I:'riddy; thereby acknowledging that cannibal­

ism does exist in his neighbourhood. With 

what a graphic coolness is the following pallia­

tion given in his defence of the Bompeh people 
against the charge of being man· eaters :-

"Only when one is sick, they would request 

the sick party to confess all that he or she had 

done in order to live; and if the sick party 
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acknowledges to have entered into a leopard or 
an alligator, to eat anyone that may have been 
killed hy such animals, or to have sucked the 

blood of a deceased person while living, then the 

parents of such deceased person (if the deceased 
party was a chief or some high one) will flog 

such person to death, or burn, or bury such 

person alive." 
This is quite enough of the peculiarities ofthe 

"white man's grave" for the present, so we pass 

Monrovia again and speed down the coast. 
Cannibali,m exists in the Omwl country, up 

the Cro"s river; and I am informed that the 
Boola trihe, who reside far interior to Corisco 

bay, come down the Mooney river to get some 
of the sea·shore dwelling people to make" chop" 

of them, because they are reputed to have a salt­
ish, therefore a relishahle flavour. This may 

be defined to be the epicurism of man-eating. 

My late colleague at Lagos (B. Campbell, Esq.), 
giving me some information about the Ejoemen 
or J omen-a trihe spread over the conn tries ad­
jacent to many creeks in the Delta of the Niger­

observes, ""'hen I wrote to you about the Ejoc­
men I forgot to tell you that they are generally 
considered to he cannihals. Some Kroohoys, 
who had been bailly treated on board a Liverpool 
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ship, a few years since, took one of the boats and 

went off. Htmger and thirst compelled them to 
enter one of the rivers between Benin and the 

N\m. The Ejoemen fell in with tbem, and after 
a desperate struggle captured tbe Kroomen, first 
killing two of their number. The smDvors of 

the Krooboys were eventually sold at ,Varree 

town, and redeemed by Mr. Henry. They de· 
clared to Mr. Henry that the Ejoemen had eaten 
those boys who were killed. 

"When Captain Denham was surveying this 
part of the coast, he sent up one of the rivers a. 

boat, in which were two young officers. They 
were attacked by the Ejoemen, overpowered and 
killed, and if the surviving Kroomen's story be 

true, were no doubt eaten also. 
"Mr. CalT, of the model farm (second Niger 

Expedition), was most probably killed by these 
people, or by King Boy, who was an Ejoe-
man. " 

During the year 1859 human flesh was exposed 
for sale, as butcher's meat, in the market at 
Duketown, Old Kalabar. 

In Brass (or the Nimbe country), cannibalism 
often occurs. Even within the last year a chief 
of that district, named Imamy, killed two of the 

Acreeka people before menti0ned, who were sac-
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rificed to the manes of his father, and eaten. In 

Brass, as in Bonny, they eat all enemies taken in 

war; and they put forth, as a justification for this, 

that devouring the flesh of their enemies makes 
them braver. 

Captain Townsend, who is very familiar with 

the internal economy of all the negro tribes, has 

related to me the following illustration. 

The Pangwes, who reside up the river Gaboon, 

exhume, for the purpose of eating them, the dead 

bodies of their friends, when they have been from 

six to eight days in the ground. A Gaboon black 

trader, in the employment of a white supercargo, 

died suddenly. His family thinking that the death 

had resulted from witchcraft, two of his sisterswere 

authorised to go to his grave and bring his head 

away, in order that they might test the fact. 

This testing is effected in the following manner: 

An iron pot with fresh water is placed on the 

floor; at one side of it is the head of the dead 

man; at the other side is seated a fetish doctor. 

The latter functionary then puts in his mouth a 

piece of herb, supposed to impart divining 

powers, chews it, and forms a magic circle by 

spitting round the pot, the head, and himself. 

The face of the murderer, after a few incantation., 

is supposed to be refleeted on the water contained 
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in the pot. The fetish man then states he sees 

the murderer, and orders the head to be again 

put back to its proper grave, some days being then 
given to him for deliberation. In the meantime, 

he may fix on a man who is rich enough to pay 

him a sufficient·bribe to be excused of the charge; 

and if so, he confesses that the fetish has 

failed. 
In the case just mentioned, when they returned 

with the heac!, the body left behind was nowhere 

to be found, and on making inquiries into the 

facts connected with its disappearance, it was as­

certained, beyond doubt, that some Pangwes, who 
had been present at the disinterment for the pur­

pose of decapitation, had returned to the grave, 

taken the body therefrom, and eaten it. 

Mr. Oates, who was trading for Captain Straw, 

supercargo to :Messrs. Horsfall and Sons, of Liver­

pool, has drawn out for me a picture of his ex­
perience in New Kalabar:-

"It seems that some few weeks previous to this 

occurrence (27th August, 1858), two natives of 
New Kalabar were on their way to the Aboh 

palm oil market, when they were caught by the 

natives of a district called Acreeka, killed, and 

eaten. On hearing of this, the New Kalabarese 

determined on reprisal. Accordingly, a palaver 

i 
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was held, and a message sent demanding that the 
murderers should be given up, at the same time 

intimating that if this request were not granted, 
a war with no mercy to young or old would be 

commenced forthwith. The men, four in number, 
were delivered over, along with a boy, who turned 

king's evideuce, in the hope of not being in­

cluded in the punishment. They were tried 
before the ju-ju King, as well as the chiefs in the 
ju.ju house, and condemned to the same fate as 

they had inflicted on the others. They were 

then brought into the market place, which is hard 
by a sheet of water opposite King Amakree's 

residence," and the boy informer was compelled 
to perform the most disgusting mutilations on his 

unfortunate countrymen whilst they stood in the 
water. Worse than tiger-like, the spectators 

drank the water, in wbich was mingled the blood 
of the victims. The latter were then dragged out, 
hacked and cut limb fi'om limb by the Kalabar­

ese executioners, whilst pieces of their flesh were 
distributed amongst the natives of the town, 
some of whom roasted, some boiled, and others 
made soup, rendered pungent, no doubt, by palm 

oil and red peppers." 

• Yide II Impressions of 'Vesteru Africa, n p. 101. Longman, 
Brown, & Co,! 1858. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Author's doubts of foregoing brutalities, removed on1y by what he 
saw carried out-Reprisal E.x.ecution at Bonny prepru'atory to 
a Canniba.listic Feast-Private Arrangements to obtain n. View 
of the Scene of Execution-Sensatious on seeing theJu~ju bouse 
at early dawn-No Similarity behfeen it and Newgate-The 
Executioner and the Victim-Appalling Nature of the Silence 
prevailing at the Butchery-Manner in which the Execution 
wa.s carried out-Decapita.tion-Boys and Girls Carrying Bits 
of the Carca..sses away with them-Two \Vomen Squabbling 
for a. Morsel of Negro Flesh-Inutility of Moral Force Preach­
ing to prevent such Scenes-The Ju-ju E::u,>cutioner's Re..'lSOD 
for Dot Eating his Brother Negro's Head-Accounts of Similar 
Butchery and Cannibalism at Dahomey-lleroes Wenring 
Necklaces of iluman Teeth. 

I MUST confess that the stories which I had only 
recently heard of cauJlihalism did startle me-as 

I helieve they will many of the public, to whom 

they are new, with reference to this part of the 

world. 
The incidents recorded by Mr. Oates set me seri­

ously to think. I was already aware of the door­
F 
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pillars, as well as the inside flooring, of the Bonny 
ju-ju house heiug ornamented with negroes' skulls. 

I had seen within this heathen temple arm and leg 
hones of human hodies arranged on its high altar. 
These were the mortal remains of their enemies 

in the Andoney country, whom they did not 
deny that their forefathers had devoured . . But 

I entertained not the slightest suspicion that any 
leaven of the old anthropophagy existed in the 

present time, till I had ocular proof of its appal­
ling atrocities. 

On the occasion of an official visit to Bonny, 
in the early part of last year, I was privately in­

formed that a reprisal execution, prefatory to the 

eating of a body, was to take place on the fol­

lowing morning, opposite the ju-ju house. It 
was in return for a simi1'ar murder of one 
of the better class of slaves, who had been a 
palm-oil trader-and who was reported to have 

been killed, as well as eaten, the week before, in 
one of the creeks leading up to the Humballah 
country. The poor fellow captured, and now 
doomed to death, was to be eaten too. No white 

man in the river was expected to know anythin;:: 
about it. Indeed, if a white man were seen near 
the place of execution when the victim was about 

to suffer, his presence would have either caused 
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an adjournment to another time and place, or 

have been the subject of a "big palaver," iu­

volving the payment of a considerable fine. 

Communicating my intentions to nobody, I 

landed, on the evening of our arrival, at the 

sandy beach close by the river's side, and oppo­

site to where the trading ships are auchored, in­

stead of going the usual way round by the creek 
into town. I sa)1ntered in the direction of the 

ju-ju house, seemingly with no purpose, and a 
few minutes' survey shewed me a small house, 

with a loop-hole in it, commanding a view of 

the temple's front--nothing intervening be­

tween it and the creek but a heap of garbage. 

The door was within a few yards of the 
creek, which runs at a right angle with the main 

bed of the river. It was empty and unoccupied, 

and had probably been used as a store in past 

times by some trader, who had now grown rich 

enough to buyor builda largermagazineelsewhere. 

Making a detour by another route, I returned to 

H. M. S. S. S. ; and the commander, entering 

into my wishes, gave orders to have a boat ready 

at any time on the following morning when I de­

sired it. I suggested the small dingy, with four 

Krooboys nsing paddles. 
Starting from the vessel at half-past four o'clock 

F2 
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in the morning, after taking my shower·bath, 

cup of coffee, and glass of Quinine wine, the 

Krooboys paddled noiselessly along. The man-of­

war steamer being anchored a considerablc dis­
tance dOlVn the river, we turned into the creek, 

as a faint greyness, indicative of coming day, ap­

peared in the eastern sky. "Softly, softly," the 

Krooboys sculling, we approach the nearest land­

ing-place, between which and the river's corner 

arises a dense mangroye bush, ten or twelve feet 

high above the water's surface. I am removed 

from the boat to shore on the shoulders of a Kroo­

man. Then, telling the men to go back to the 

ship for their breakfast, and to return to the front 

beach for me in two hours, I slipped into the small 

house, and closed the door. 

I know not of what kind are the sensations 

felt by those around N ewgate, waiting for an 

execution in the very heart of London's 

great city; but I know that on the banks of an 

African river, in the grey dawn of morning­

where the stillness was of that oppressive natnre 

which is calculated to produce the most gloomyim­

pressions, with dense vapours and foul smells aris­

ing from decomposing mangrove, and other causes 

of malaria, floating about, with a heaviness of 

atmosphere that depressed the spirits, amidst 

• 
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a community of cannibals, I do know that, al­

though under the protection of a man-of-war, I 

felt on this occasion a combined sensation of sus­

pense, anxiety, horror, and indefinable dread of 

I cannot tell what, that I pray God it may never 

be my fate to endure again. 

Day broke, and, nearly simultaneous with its 

breaking, the snn shone out. As I looked through 

the slit in the wall on the space between my 

place of concealment and the ju-ju house, I 

observed no change from its appearance the 

evening before. No gibbet, nor axe, nor gal­

lows, nor rope-no kind of preparation, nothing 
significant of death, save the skulls in the pillars 

of the ju·ju house, that seemed leering at me 

with an expression at once strange and vacant. It 

would haye been a relief in the awful stillness of 

the place to have heard something of what I had 
read of the preparations for an eXQcution in Liver­

pool or London-of the hammering suggestive of 

driving nails into scaffold, drop, or coffin-of a 

crowd gathering round the place before early 

dawn-and of the solemn tolling of the bell 
that chimed another soul into eternity. Every­

thing seemed as if nothing beyond the routine 

of daily life were to take place. 

Could it be that I had been misinformed-that 

• 
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• 
the ceremony was adjourned to another time, or 

waS to be carried out elsewhere? 
No. A distant murmur of gabbling voices 

was heard approaching nearer and nearer, till, 

passing the corner bouse on my left, I saw a 
group of negroes. An indiscriminate crowd of 

all ages and both sexes, so huddled together that 
no person whom I could particularly distinguish 
as either an executioner or culprit was visible 

amongst them. But above their clattering talk 

came the sound of a clanking chain that made 
me shudder. 

They stopped in the middle of the square 
opposite ' the j u·j u house, and ceased talking. 

One commanding voice uttered a single word, 

and down tbey sat upon tbe grass, forming a 
circle round two figures, standing upright in 
the centre-the executioner and the man about 

to be killed. The former was remarkable only 
by the black skull-cap which he had on him, 
and by a common cutlass which he held in his 
hand. The latter had chains round his neck, 
his ,nists, and his ankles. There was no sign 

of fear or cowardice about 1>im-no seem--ing consciousness of the dreadful fate before 
him-no evidence even upon his face of 

that dogged stubbornness which is said to be 
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exhibited by some persons about to undergo an 
ignominious death. 

Save that he stood upright one would scarcely 
have known that he was alive. Amongst the 
spectators, too, there was a silent impassiveness 

which was appalling. Not a word, nor gesture, 
nor glance of sympathy, that could make 
me believe I looked at beings who had a vestige 
of humanity amongst them. 

As theju·ju butcher stepped back and measured 
his distance to make an effectual swoop at his 

victim's neck the man moved not a muscle, but 
stood as if he were unconscious-till.--

Chop I the first blow felled him to the ground. 

The noise of a chopper falling on meat is 
familiar to most people. No . other sound was 
here none from the man, not a whisper nor a 
murmur from those who were seated about! I 
was nearly crying out in mental agony, and the 
sound of that first stroke will haunt my ears to 
my dying day. How I wished some one to 
talk or scream, to destroy the impression of that 
fearful hough, and the still more awful silence 
that followed it. Again the weapon was raised to 
coutinue the decapitation-another blow as the 
man lay prostrate, and then a souud broke the 
silence! But, oh, Father of Mercy! of what a 
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kind was that noise-a gurgle and gasp accom­

panying the dying spasm of the struck-down 
man. Once more the weapon was lifted-I saw 

the blood flow in gory horror down the blade 
to the butcher's hand, and there it was visible 

in God's bright sunshine to the whole host of 
heaven. Not a word had yet been uttered by 

the crowd. lIIore chopping and cleaving, and 
the head, severed from the body, was put, by 

the ju-ju executioner, into a calabash, which 
was carried off by one of his women to be 

cooked. He then repeated another cabalistic 
word, or perhaps the same as at first, and 

directly all who were seated rose up, whilst 
he walked away. A yell, such as reminded me 

of a company of tigers, arose from the mul­
titude-cutlasses were flourished as they 

crowded round the body of the dead man­
sounds of cutting and chopping rose amidst the 

clamour of the voices, and I began to question 
myself whether if I were on the other side of the 
river Styx, I should see what I was looking at here 

• 
through the little slit in the wall of my hiding-
place?-A crowd of human vultures gloating o,er 
the headless corse of a murdered brother negro 

-boys and girls walking away from the crowd, 
holding pieces of bleeding flesh in their hands, 
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while the dripping life fluid marked their road as 

they went along; and one woman snapping from 

the hands of another-both of them raising 

their voices in clamour-a part of the body of 

that poor man, in whom the breath of life was 

vigorous not a quarter of an hour ago! 

The whole of the body was at last divided, and 

nothing left behind but the blood. The intestines 
were taken away to be given to an iguana-the 

Bonnyman's tutelary guardian. Bnt the blood 

was still there, in glistening pools, though no 

more notice was taken of it by the gradually dis­

persing crowd, than if it were a thing as common 
in that town as Heaven's bright dew is elsewhere. 

A few dogs were on the spot, who devoured the 

fragments. Two men arrived to spread sand over 

the place, and there was no interruption to the fa­

miliar sound of coopers' hammering, just begin­

ning in the cask houses, or to the daily work of 
hoisting palm-oil puncheons on board the ships. 

\. Before quitting the house, which I managed to 

do at a moment when all around was clear, I 

asked myself, is this the eighteen hundred and 

fifty-ninth year of the Christian era ?-are these 

the people amongst whom British commerce has 
been exercising its civilizing influence for more 

than half a century ?-two questions which 

• 
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it is melancholy and saddening to feel obliged 

to answer by a simple affirmative. 

Two days after, on passing the ju-j u house, 

I saw a small scaffold made of twigs, erected 

at the distance of a few yards from the front of 

the house, on the top of which were deposited 

leg, thigh, arm and rib bones, which had all the 

appearance of having been grilled first, and well 

picked afterwards. 

These executions, and thesubsequent harpyism, 

are geuerally confined to families or houses, and 

therefore cause little or no excitement on the part 

of the general population not directly interested. 

IIence the small number of people present at this 

affair in a town whose population amounts to 

nearly eight thousand. Such scenes may now be 

considered of more frequent occurrence than for­

merly, as the Bonny people have sworn an oath 

(or, as they call it, taken ju-ju) to exterminate the 

Obetta tribe, who occupy an interior district, and 

their modus operandi of effecting this resolution 

is by waiting for them in ambush, aud then cap­

turing, killing, ani! eating them. 

It may be asked, is there no moral or social 

law amongst these people to prevent such occur­

rences? My answer is simply, that moral and 

social obligations are things of which they are as 

• 
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ignorant and unconscious as of the language of 

Kamschatka, or of the condition of affairs in 

the moon. Many persons might suppose that 

the" moral force" presence of a man-of-war in 

the river ought to have acted as a prohibition 

to this butchery. No doubt it would, had the 

steamer been anchored nearer to the tOWll, or 

had it been suspected that a knowledge of the 

event had arrived on board. 

But all the men·of-war in the British Navy 

could haye had no power to prevent the execu­

tion being consummated elsewhere, away in some 

private creek, or swamp, or bush. Alld if stopped 
for the time being, it would have beeu carried 

out sub umbra as sure as the day dawns and the 
night darkens o,er Bonny country. 

Lecture these people on the sin and shame of 

such things, and judge by what I am about to 
record of the effect which such remonstrance is 

likely to have. 

Six or eight months subsequent to my 

having witnessed the foregoing slaughter, 
Mrs. Hutchinson accompanied me to Bonny 

in a man-of-war steamer, as she had had fever, 

and required change of air. Whilst we were 

there staying with Mr. Straw, supercargo 

of the hulk "Ambrosine," belonging to Messrs. 
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Charles Horsfall & Sons of Liverpool, there 

came on board one morning the very same ju·ju 

executioner that I had seen at his bloody work 
during my forme1· visit. Rumours had been 

afloat that another affair, like the previous one, 
had come off a few days before. Indeed, so 

much of certainty was attached to these rumours, 

that Mr. Straw asked the ju·ju man, in the pre­
sence of my.elf and my wife, how he could have 

so little shame as to stand unabashed before a 
white lady, who had heard of his having eaten 

the head of a brother black man? With the 

most imperturbable sangfroid he replied, that 

he had not eaten it, "as his cook had spoiled it, 
by not putting enough of pepper upon it! " 

That a cruel aud barbarous practice anala­
gous to this has existed from time imme­

morial in other parts of Mrica is evident 
from what is recorded by travellers to Dahomey 

in the year 1727.· On their being conducted to 
the king, Guaja Trudo, at that time the fourth 

monarch of this kingdom, they passed by two 
heaps of hnman heads piled on two large "tages. 
These, they were told, were the heads of four 

• Vide We.(( African Ill;;l'rtld, July 2ith and August 13th, 
1860, in which is a very interesting' paper ,\ On the Origin and 
History of Dnhomey." 

• 
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thousand of the Whydahs, who had been 

sacrificed to celebrate a late victory, which was 

the finishing stroke of King Trudo's 

and consequent subjugation of the 

• • lnvaSIOn, 

Whydah 

territory, a few months previous to the tra­

vellers' visit. 

At tbe ceremonial of reception on this occa­

sion were present tbe king's body-guard, amount­

ing to forty, who were armed with muskets and 

swords, and ornamented with strings of human 

teeth round their necks, hanging down to the 

waist before and behind. These were the teeth 

of enemies slain in battle, which the king's 

worthies or heroes were allowed to wear as 

trophies of their "alour. It was death for one 

of these heroes to presume to wear a tooth 

whose owner he could not prove he had killed 
with his own hand. 

Very similar to the sacrifice described in this 

chapter was the following one recorded as having 
been celebrated on tbe latter occasion-more espe­

cially so far as regards the practice of giving the 
head to the king, the blood to the fetisb, and the 

body to the common people to be eaten :-" Mter 

they had dined on some ham and porter, which they 

brought with them from Whydah, the travellers 

repaired to the place where the prisoners were 

• 
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to be sacrificed. Four small stages were erected, 

at about five feet from tbe ground, by the side 
of one of which the English captain took his 
station. The first victim was a comely old 

man, between fifty and sixty years of age, with 
a firm countenance and undaunted bearing. He 

was brought to the side of the stage with his 

hands tied behind him; and as he stood erect 
the fetishman, or ju-ju priest, laid his hand upon 

his head and made a speech, which lasted 
about two minutes. This ended, he made a sign 
to the executioner, who was standing behind the 

prisoner (?), and who immediately severed the 
head from his body with one stroke of a broad 

sword. The multitude gave a great shout. The 
head was thrown upon the stage, and the hody, 

having lain a short time that the blood might 
drain from it, was carried away by slaves, and 
thrown on a spot near the camp. The like scene 

was doubtless exhibiting on the three other 
stages at the same time. The Englishman was 
informed that the blood belonged to the fetish, 

the head to the king, and the body to the 
common people, by which last he understood 
that it was given to them to be eaten. The 
king, it was said, intended to build a monu­

ment of his victory with these and other skulls." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Appalling consideration suggested by the foregoing Tn' .umanities­
Difficulty of devising Remedial Measmcs for them-Paucily 
of British as well as :AI.i.shlonary Stations amongst the Native 
Africans-Questions regarding Great Britain's duty in aiding 
African civilization-No faith in tbe obligation of a Kational 
Compensation-From Serious and Sanguinary to Recreativ~ and 
Refreshing-Sydney Smith's appreciation of Tropical Delecta­
bilitie&-Tbe village of Twa and its Attractions-Passage up the 
Creek {rom Brass Harbour to Twa-.Architecture in the Village 
-Our trip to Brass tOWD, the capital of Nimbe couutry­
Richard Lander's description of it thirty years ago-Our njght 
at the King's Country Palace-Yanetyof Serenading and other 
Attractions-The King's Fisherwomen-Ebony mermaids­
Sensations on parting company. 

THE most appalling consideration arising from our 

knowledge of incidents like those recorded in the 

preceding chapter seems to me that we cannot con­

sider them to be isolated, if for no other reasons, 

from the fact of their being for the most part con-
o 

summated in the sight of our fellow-countrymen. 

It pains me very much to have it in my power to 
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add, that savageries more inhuman than any I 

have recorded here, truculent and indecent enough 

to create a shudder in the nerves of the most de-o 

praved, are of frequent occurrence amongst the 

tribes within my jurisdiction. To attempt civi­

lizing such a race before they are humanized, 

would appear to me beginning at the wrong end. 

I have passed many a serious hour in cogitating 

and trying to suggest to myself some sort of 

education to root out this fell spirit, but I fear 

that ages must pass by before any system, eyen of 

the simplest form, can produce impressions of ame­

lioration on temperaments such as they possess. 

The few British stations on the coast, and the pau­

city of missionaries amongst the immense popula­

tion (two hundred and fifty millions) of the African 

continent, although producing beneficial results 

within their limited spheres, arc but as drops in 

the ocean of Ethiopian barbarism and darkness. 

The question of duty in aiding the civilization 

of Western Africa, is simply one of rendering com­

pensation for the many miseries our legitimi­

zation of the slave-trade has caused to these people. 

The spirit of Christian love alone can enable u' 

to discharge our duty in this respect to that race 

in the oppression and degradation of which we 

have borne so large a share. The world's 

past history affords very few instances of 
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such a palpable penitence as this would imply; 

for if we look to the records of the desolating 

wars that have overwbelmed dynasties all over 

the habitable globe during the last tweh-e centu­

ries, succeeding to none of them can we find the 

proposal of a "national compensation." 

Does our nation constitute itself a public 

schoolmaster for the unt.utored African? I ask 

not the reasons for doing so, if so it he. But, for 

the sake of our common humanity, let it assume 

this office in a manner different from that which 
obtains at the present time. 

Before leading my readers into anything 

further connected with the socialities of Mrican 

life, I shall ask tbem to accompany me into some 
of the scenes which are to be enjoyed here, and 

leave them to relish these as a whet to their phi­

lanthropy; for a little recreation is needed 

after what we have just gone through. 

~Iany-indeed r consider myself safe in writ­

ing-the majority of my friends at home, have 

little idea of the delectabilities incidental to a 

residence within the Tropics. Sidney Smith has 

described, with his usual graphic power, the 
pleasure of finding centipedes crawling over one's 

bed, and of seeing flies drowning in a milk jug, 
or ants dancing quadrilles over the bread and 

G 
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butter. Of all places in the world-between 

the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn-I believe 
'Western Mrica to possess a variety of features 

amongst which even a philosopher of Mark 
Tapley's scheol coultl "feel credit in being jolly." 

I am on board a man-of-war, in the harbour 
interior to the mouth of Brass river, and it is 

the middle of the rainy season. A creek, about 
a quarter of a mile in length, and from six to eight 

yards wide, leads down to the village where 
the native pilots reside. This village is called 
Twa; and though the course of the water may he - . 
defined as like what the" Irish Sportheen " de;ig-
nated a "turpentine· sthramelet," it certainly 

would require a more intensely poetic imagi­
nation than I possess to discoycr in it any re­
semblance to the stream of Bendemeer, with its 

"bower of rose~," where" the nightingales sing 
all the day long." 

As the boat goes ahead, the giant stems of 
the mangrove trees seem like vegetable monster', 
grasping handfuls of earth; lizards and amphi­
bious mud-fi,h, with occasionally a small water­

fowl of the crocodile species, are observed; a 
grey king-fisher flits past me here and there; an 
odd canoe, fastened to a mangrove branch, is 

• No doubt a poetical expression {or" serpentine." 
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passed as we move along; and in this craft I see 

a few lazy negroes stretched on their backs, en· 

joying the dolce far niente to an intensity im­
possible to be realized by a European. 

The village of Twa contains about a hundred 

huts, in the very best of which no one with a 

spark of feeling in him would compel a pig to 
reside. The fish of the stream and the cocoa-nuts 

of the trees are the only SOlU"ces of subsistence 

for the inhabitants; as against the cultivation of 
yams their ju.ju (which in this case may be in­

terpreted to be their laziness) places an interdict. 

The ground-floors of their houses-and these are 

all constructed like Donnybrook tents, having 

no "upstairs" in them-are very little higher 

than the water of the adjacent creek. In the 

passages between the dwellings, stagnant pools 

of muddy slough are everY"'here collected; and 
when I saw the soft sex splashing and puddling 

through these, it struck me as very fortunate for 

every patelfamilias in Twa that long·tailed crin­
olines, or even the bloomer costume, with patent 

leathers, have not yet become the mode in this 

part of the world. If you go into a house, you 

would do well to inquire into the possibility of 

getting out again, as the greater number are so 
low in the roofs that people can talk at each 

G 2 
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other from opposite sides by looking over the 

roof-ridge. Should you require a seat, tbere is a 
log of mangrove wood for you; and, in case you 

are thirsty, you must not be particular about the 
style of earthenware that is presented in order to 
quaff some cocoa-nut milk or palm wine thereout. 

This, however, is but a petty village; and it is 
. not fair to judge of the manners 01' morals of a 

people by the character and customs of those 

dwelling on their borders. Let us proceed to 
Brass Town, the capital of the Nimbe country. 

So we are off next morning in a boat, not 

much cheered by perusing the following de­
scription of it, written nearly thirty years ago: 

-" Of all the wretched, filthy, and contemptible 

places in this worlc1 of ours," observed Richard 
Lander," "none can present to the eye of a 
stranger so miserable an appearance, or can offer 

such disgusting and loathsome sights as this 
abominable Brass Town. Dogs, goats, and 

other animals, were running about the dirty 
streets, half-starved, whose hungry looks could 
only be exceeded by the famishing appearance 

of the men, women, and children, which hespoke 
the penury and wretchedness to which they 
were reduced; whilst the skins of many were 

• II Travels into the Interior of Afl'ica,lI 



• 

S,ULING ON TilE NIGER. 85 

co\'ered with odious boils, and their hut~ were 

falling to the grouud from neglect aud decay." 

But who knows whether civilization, progress· 

ing in the usual lestina lente style characteristic 

of e\'erything in this country, may uot ha\'e 

changed the picture by this time? r am not 

much cheered into this belief by my voyage; for 

I find that the passage, as it has beer. described to 

me by the supercargoes, is a wearisome continua­

tion of creeky water for upwards of thirty miles 

-one of the most remarkable illustrations of 

sinuosity in the delta of the Nigel'; not a square 

inch of terra firma along the whole ronte-only 

mud, mangroye, sky, and water; no beds of prim­

roses, buttercups, or daffy·dowu-dillies; no hotel 

or place of rest on the way-not even a "Man· 

grove Arms." Of water there is a superabuud­

ance arouud, as well as above and beneath us; 

for as our boat is rowed along, the raiu comes 

down in drops as large as gooseberries - as 

tropical raiu always does - and though the 

atmosphere is murky, very much resembling a 

Loudou November fog, our pilot knows every 
corner and turning as well as if it were bright 

sunshine. N a sign of life is observed the whole 

journey up, save occasionally a solitary fe.nale 

paddling a canoe loaded to the watci"s edge with 
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firewood-thus clearly proving that the social 

condition described by Dr. Livingstone as exist­

ing in Eastern Africa, by which" a newly-married 

man is bound over for life to carry home fire­

wood for his mother-in-law," has not yet reached 

the Brass country. 

But here we are at the capital, anel finel it, 

like many important cities at home, divideel into 

two segments by water running between. One 

side is Obullllmabry, of which Keya is the head 

magnate; the other is Bassambry, over which 

Orishima "rules the roast." Either side might be 

taken as an example confirmatory of Lander's 

portrait. The debris of a small periwinkle-looking 

shell, styled in the native language "semee," 

seems to constitute the earth upon which the 

residences are constructed. The only thing vary­

ing the monotony of the hnndreds of similar habi­

tations, is the ruin of an old slave barracoon, fabri· 

cated of tin plates, which is now falling into decay. 

A visit to the juju house, that Delphic oracle 

to which the high-priest would like, no doubt, to 

see us coming with "a dash," is not to be 

accomplished without an elephant or a canoe to 

carry us across the intervening pools; and as 

neither happens to be come-at·able, we wander 

about in the dirty passages, seeing notbing but 

• 
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masses of mud, diversified by quantities of shells 
of the mangrove oysters and of the aforesaid 

semee periwinkle tenements; heaps of firewood; 

odd puncheons for holding palm oil; snarling, 
long-tailed, long-eared curs; naked boys and 

girls; and a sloughy gutter everywhere. King 
Keya meets us in the street, and offers an in­

vitation to his country house to spend the night 
there, as evening is approaching, and our Kroo­
boys are not made of iron to pull back the 
thirty miles. So, having had satis superque of 

Mrican scenery for one day, we accept his 
hospitality, and forthwith proceed to the royal 
suburban residence. 

If I were not alive now, and conscious of 
writing this in the cabin of II. M. S. V. , I 
conld not believe that I ever should have been 
fortunate enough to enjoy such an uninterrupted 
continuation of delights as those experienced 
during that night's stay in the royal abode at 
Brass. 

My bedroom was about twelve feet by four, 

with holes in the bamboo roof-about eight feet 
high-that let the rain and rats come in, and 
holes in the fioor, probably to allow both to 
make their exit. There was neither stool, chair, 

nor table, nor any article of furniture except the 

• 
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bed. This was made of two empty gun·chests, 
covered with a native country mat, and having 

no pillow save a log of wood. The creek by 

which we voyaged up was withiu five yards of 

the door, and when the tide was low bull-frogs, 
crocodiles, and mud·fish could gambol about in 
their native parterre, in the remorseless swamp 
of which a human being trying to walk would 

certainly be swallowed up. The odonr from this 
place at the time of our visit was indescribable, 

and the sensation that it brought to my olfactory 
nerves was far from being like that of the south 

wind" breathing o'er a bed of violets-stealing 

and giving odour." 
As soon as I had seated myself on the bed (?), 

with a cigar in my mouth-for to sleep with all 
those accessories would have been a vain attempt 
-and had blown out my palm·oil lamp, down 

came the musquitoes in showers---followed by 
some rats which descended after them without 
waiting for "n invitation. A few of the lalter 
fell near to where I was sitting, and I made a 
furious tilt at them with a stick I had placed 

near me. This of course alarmed them, and 
made them beat a retreat for some time. But 

as if in mockery of my chivalry within doors, 

outside the bull ·frogs commenced croaking in 

• 

• 
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dozens, communicating as agreeable a sensation 

by tbeir music as the rasping of a file over a 

rusty saw. 

I lay dmvn and tried to sleep, but it was no 

use. In a few moments the rats were again 

gambolling on the roof. A slight shuffiing 

movement which I heard on the floor made me 

fearful that at any minut.e I might be rendered 

conscious of something slimy in contact with my 

hand or face, probably a mud-fish (or jump-fisb, 

as it is called by Kroomen), a kind of amphibious 

reptile, that appears like a cross· breed bet"'een a 
conger-eel and a chameleon. How stupid I was 

to have blown out my light! 

What noise is that? Female voices outside! 

\\Tho in the name of goodness are they?-passing 

and repassing by the king's harem - ever 

gabbling, gabbling, gabbling. This amusement 

going on during the whole livelong night, with 

the companionship of the rats, musquitoes, and 

bull-frogs, put a thousand strange notions into 

my head. Can they be going to the creek·side 

to sacrifice-perhaps infants? Are they on their 

way to undergo the process of laving in that 

sweet stream? If the former be tbeir purpose, 

tbey must be out-Heroding Herod-if the latter, 

a Turkish bath, with shampooing of currycomb, 

• 
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would seem very appropriate for the majority 
of the ladies whom I saw to·day in the streets (I), 
and whose bodies were daubed over with a 
greasy cosmetic of red (styled in the Nimbe 

language "Umbia "), which gives the anointed 
the semblance of a highly-tinged Red Indian. 

But down they go and back they come never 

tiring - never relenting - never shewing com­
passion, till morning dawned, when I opened the 

door cautiously and looked out' 

Some were standing in the mud-others were 
lifting fish and nets out of canoes' They were 
the king's fisherwomen. Following their pro­

fessional pursuits during the night, they had kept 
me in this condition of restless curiosity! Talk 

of Billingsgate, indeed! I looked at them, and 

there they were wet, muddy, and slimy, like 
so many ebony mermaids-but still prattling 
and talking, their tongues clattering as if these 
organs were so many untireable steam-engines. 

There was no use in giving them a" bit of my 
mind," for I did not understand a word of their 

language, and they did not comprehend mine. 
I t may be useless to record that I did not go 
down on my knees in the mud to pray for them. 
I was unheroic enough to imagine that a wiser 
thing than that-as far as my own comfort was 

• 
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concerned - would be to quit tbe Nimbe 
country as soon as I could. So my boys having 

got into the boat, r gave his sable majesty a 
more fervent than friendly shake of the hand­

and turned my back on his territory, with 

feelings in which I cannot say there were any 
sentiments of regret 

• 
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• CHAPTER VII. 
• 

Three glorious nights of jollity between Bimbia and Kameroons­
Reflections on land about Sea-sickness-Preparing our Bivouac 
-A Game of Nine-pins with Cocoa nut:.s-My first Night's Com­
fort-Conjecture as to the possibility of M. Soyer's making a 
Palatable Dish from Leeches and Ship's Biscuit-Attractions in 
the " 'reeked Ship-Pleasure of a Night pnssed on Board-:r.lin­
gled attractions of Rats and Leeches-Thudding of Waves against 
the Ship-Of a Thirty-mile 'W'alk along an African Beach, subse­
quent Sleep, and refreshing Dreams -Sensations of 'Vaking in a 
Boat half-full of 'Vater- A t sea once more- Dread of becoming 
a second edition of the Ancient Mnriner-Safe at last. 

ONCE again in a man-of-war steamer, and a,,-ay 

to a wreck on the shore between Bimbia and 

Kameroons. Anchor being dropped outside 

Bimbia harbour, I start from the steamer, ac· 

companied by three boats, two officers, a number 

of the crew, and several Kroomen. A pull to 

the scene of disaster was about twelve or four· 

teen miles from the place where we had left our 

man-of· war. The vessel to which . we were pro-



ceeding was ,tranded in the midst of the 

breakers, close by the beach; and as it was the 

time of spring-tide" with a very high wind 

blowing, it was deemed advisable by the officer 

in charge to let the hoat's anchor drop when 

about a quarter of a mile seaward of the wreck, 

in order to wait till what he styled a "half gale," 

then sniilling about, should take a notion of 

subsiding. I entertained a "mental resen-a-
• 

tion" ahout the "balf gale," yet did not express 

it; but it was something to the effect of de­

clining acquaintance with a whole one, if those 

seas and that wind were to be designated only 

as "a half." 
The swell of waves was so enormons ncar the 

wreck, and the rollers made such a "line of 

beauty" (as a mad poet would call it) in tbeir 

curl, that our pilot, the afore'aid officer, ex­

pressed his dread of the boat' being swamped if 

we attem pted to land. 

" Cease, rude Boreas, blustering"-I had not 

time to finish the line before a peculiar kind of 

drowsiness came creeping over me; after that a 

sensation as if the boat were playing leap-frog 
with the waves--then nausea of the stomach­

after this the awkward prostration, insemibility, 
and apathy of that ridiculous malady called sea-
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sickness. I felt conscious of being alive, and of 

people talking together in tbe boat, but no more. 

I fancy, if you have ever been sea-sick, you will 
agree with me, that the most horrible aggraya­
tion to one's sufferings in that state is that of 

being conscious of persons talking around you, 

who are not sick at all-who express their sym­

patby in voices as grating as a saw-mill, anrl who, 
you cann~t help thinking, have as much sensi­

bility or sense of human· kindness in them as so 

many Egyptian mummies. There is no use in my 
attempting to descrihe what I felt during a time 

that seemed four weeks to me, but which was 
recorded by my fellow-passengers as being only 

three or four hours. If but little pity is felt for 

the actual sufferings of those prostrated by the 

mal de mer, how can we expect to excite the sym­
pathy of others by any mere description, how­

ever elaborate, of them? 
J found myself on the beach, as damp as a 

shark or a salmon in its native element, at 
about five o'clock in the evening, having had suf­

ficient salt spray over me in getting ashore to 

rouse me from my dulness and apathy. I was 
too happy to stand up and walk, so I sat down 

on the edge of one of the boats, that had been 
hauled up on the beach, and commenced to think. 
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"To think "-of what Byron meant when 

he wrote of "loving the ocean, and his joy of 
youthful sports upon its breast to be "-and of 
Haynes Bailey's rhodomontade about the" blue, 

the fresh, the ever, ever free "-feeling at the 
same time a malignant desire to see both of these 
poets, in company with the eea-god Neptune, 
riding on the billows before me "sated on a 
low-backed car," and in a condition something 

• 

approaching to that under which I laboured a 
few hours gone by. The recollection now flashed 
on my mind, perhaps it was as a punishment for 
this demoniacal spirit, that although our three 
boats were hauled up high and dry upon the 
hencb, the getting them launched again through 

such a surf as that which raged there was a 
perfect impos;ibility. Tberefore wreck or man­
of-,,-ar was equally unapproachable; we had 
only one meal's pro\ision with us, save a bag of 
bread for the sailors; we were all conscious of 
being endowed with stomachs-we had not a 

change of clotbes-there was no hope of a bed 
save in the boats, or in the tbicket of tall Guillea 

grass around, where the company of snakes, cen­
tipedes, musquitoes, land crabs, with other hor­
rid reptiles, was not likely to be of the most at­
tractive kind. 

• 
• 
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As night approached, our hivouac was pre­

pared by the sailors and Kroomen rigging tbe 

sails upon the oars, so as to form a covering over 

the after-parts of the hoats. This being accom­

plished, the tar" true to the lightheartedness of 

British sailors all over the world, commenced play­

ing at nine·pins with a quantity of cocoa-nuts 

that were strewed over the beach. A fire was 

kindled, and J ,towed myself away in the stern 

of my own boat; but to sleep, with hundreds of 

musquitoes serenading around, delighted, no 

doubt, at having the opportunity of exercising 

their skill in phlebotomy on my face, was a 

thing that Morpheus would not sanction. The 

operations of these blood-suckers were diversified 

during the night with showers of rain, which only 

drove them in greater numbers beneath the awn-
• lng. 

Morning dawned, and shewed us the breakers 

raging more angrily; while the wind was like­

wise blowing with greater fury. One of my 

Kroomen advanced at my cali, and, shaking his 

head ominou<ly, mumbled, "Wathery be sarry 

(saucy) too much, for any dem boat to lib (live) 

in dat say." 
Breakfast was soon got over, as it consisted 

only of ship's biscuit and water from a leech-pool 
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hard by, materials that even i\I. Soyer's artistic 

skill, with his most piquant condiments, could 
scarcely transform into a savoury dish. 

When the tide reached its lowest ebh, we ad­

vanced in a body to the wreck up to our middles 

in the water, for the ship was so near the beach 

that we could talk to those on board. The gang­

way ladder had been taken from the ship's side, 

and suspended from the bow, so we clambered 

up and ejected some native as well as British 

pirates who were in the vessel. 

Taking possession of the derelict, and making 

arrangements for setting about saving the cargo, 

occupied so much time, that when I looked over 

the ship the tide had reached in so far, I saw 

it was impossible to regain the shore, so I turned 

into the cabin. 

Here there was a desolation out of my power 

to describe. All the meat, wine, and brandy 

had been abstracted by the natives, and the 

cabin had been dismantled of its furniture­

tables, chairs, and lockers. There was plenty of 

biscuit on board, but no water; and the latter 

was only attainable when the efflux of the tide 

would permit a Krooman to go on shore to fetch 

it. However, here we were for the night, as re­

turning, even if we could, to the boats would 
H 
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seem to be an "out.of-the-frying.pan-into-the­

fire" sort of change. 

From the moment I came on board until I 

left, next day, there was a continuous thun­

dering against the ship's stern, cau.ed by the 

waves rising and breaking with a furious tbud, 

as if of a battering-ram, shaking every plank 

and nail, and making every mother's son of us 

within the sphere of these planks and nails to 

quiver in sympathy. 

A Krooboy was sent ashore for some water, 

which he brought back in a calabash-bottle, in­

geniously tied on the top of his head, and we had 

a cup of tea, with bread, before retiring to rest. 

To rest, indeed! The only places on which 

we could lie down were either wet sails or hard 

boo.rds. The rats, driven from their abiding places 

below, after tbe sbip's bottom bad been stove in, 

were running" for safety and for succour" about 

the cabin deck. Now and then a volume of spray 

dashed over the sky-light, the "biggest balf" of 

it coming down in sbowers on us in the cabins 

without compunction. The waves beat furiously 

against the sides of the ship; while the abomi­

nable odour of the bilge water, united with that 

of the palm oil which escaped from the casks, 

was indescribable. 
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There was no use in calling the steward, as he . 

had nothing at command to comfort us. Some 
water might be left in that calabash, which would 
serve as a refreshing drink, but there might 

also be some leeches in it; and was there not 
the possibility of one of those blood·augers get­
ting into a man's stomach, and giving him the 

sensation of a gimlet going through the dia­
phragm? Oh! faugh I is morning never to come? 

It did come, but with it no signs of improve. 
ment from yesterday. Goodness gracious! when 
is this wind to subside ?-when are the waves to 
become quiescent ?-and, if the" half gale" con­
tioues, how long can the ship endure this billowy 
battering? I must do something to get out of 
this; for two days and two nights of such knock· 
ing about are quite enough for one £t of recre­

ation. If the wreck should break up ! 
But that thought is too horrible to dwell upon. 

" Here, steward, place a Krooboy to report to me 
when the tide is out sufficiently to let me try 
and scramble ashore; get me some tea, with a 
little bread, and I shall be off." 

" Off I where to ?" you may ask. Clambel'ing 
down the ladder, I reached the shore on the 
shoulders of my Kroomen; took off my boots 
and stockings, tucked up my trousers, told two 

rr2 
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of the boys to accompany me, bringing with 

them a Union Jack, some biscuit in a bag, and 

water in a bottle-taking care to include no 
leeches in the latter. 

Away we trudged for a walk of sixteen miles 
along the strand, nearly as far towards Bimbia 

as the western outlet of lIIordecai Creek, in 

order to try a chance of signalling to H. lII. S. 

V , a request to send us some means of 

delivery. I knew that her place of anchor was 
about eight miles from the nearest point of land 

at which we could arrive; but if the sky, at the 

time we reached that place, happened to be clear, 

some of her look-outs might observe our Hag. 
When we arrived at the end of our journey, we 

could barely distinguish the outline of a steamer; 

and the wind was blowing, the surf beating, and 

the rain falling, just as vigorously here as in 
the place which we had left. With these was 

that haziness of atmosphere which is the inyaria­

ble accompaniment of such weather in 'Yestern 
Africa; and I could not give myself credit for 

possessing the" animagosity" of a human donkey, 
when half an hour's Hag-waving proyed to Iue 

that all my signalling was vain, and that my only 
alternative was either to toddle back the sixteen 
miles, or to try to roost for the night in one of 

the adjacent palm trees. 
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You may guess, if you can, with what an 

amiable temper I turned to retrace my footsteps. 

There was no virtue in carrying out this resolu­

tion; for an old proverb says, "There is no virtue 

in necessity." The prospect of my night's lodging 

was not very inviting. Nevertheless, I tried to 

persuade myself that the exercise would do me 

good, as walking only made me feel as if I were 

becoming more vigorous. I was even beginning 

to sing, when I was startled by the appearance 

of the dead hodies of two black men on the 

beach, whom neither I nor my Krooboys had 

recognised on our way up. This may be explained 
by the fact that on our first journey we had 

walked through the surf, as the tide was just 

beginning to come in, while on the return we 

were obliged to keep close to the bush, as it was 

nearly up to high water. The bodies were those 

of two poor fellows who had been drowned by 

the upsetting, on the day before, of a canoe that 

was sent to our assistance by King William of 

Bimbia. 

Thirty miles walk, even along a smooth sand, 

forms no bad anodyne for a sound sleep. Having 

despatched a messenger to the wreck for some 

tea, I partook of a basin of it with bread; and as 

it was near dark when I arrived at my hotel, I 
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huddled myself up in the boat's stern-first 

causing a fire to be lighted at each side, in order 
to keep off the musquitoes. I was soon asleep. 

Some time in the middle of the night I got into 
a conglomeration of horrible dreams. I fancied 

that the wreck was in Lagos harbour-that the 
pounding water was gradually breaking it asun­

der-and that the prospect of a speedy separation 

of its component parts 'was very much enlivened 
by the sight of a few hundred sharks swimming 

about, with jaws open for their prey, and eyes 
gloating in anticipation over their promised feast." 

I thought that the gmnd smash came at last, 
and that I was in the water swimming for my 

life, when-

Suddenly I awoke, and found myself, though 

not in the society of sharks, floating in a pool 
that had collected at the end of my boat-her 
bow was a little raised-the result of a fall of rain 

that had continued perhaps for hours, with no 

outlet. It had an inlet sufficiently spacious, for 
the whole of the boat was uncovereu save the 

part wherein I was sleeping. 
Here was a pickle, to be sure! The acme of 

my three glorious nights' pleasures and comforts . 
• Anyone who haa been at Lagos must. know that numbers of 

sharks lUay bo seen, many with their back fins out of the water, 
prowling about every ship. 
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Pitch-dark; the fires of course extinguished by the 

rain, which was still falling. No change of clothes; 

and therefore, of course, no refuge from this con­

dition of wretchedness. The sparkle of a light 

in the Krooboys' hut, however, caught my eye; 

and I was out of the boat in a twinkling-indeed, 

I belie,e that I shivered and shook myself out of 

it, called up a few of the boys to make the £re 

larger, took off my clothes, rolled myself iu a 

boat's awning, and waited till my garments were 

dry. K a quinine wine to be had-no tea nor 

coffee till morning dawned, and the stranded ship 

was approachable; biscuit and leech-pool water 

were the only things at hand - or leech-pool 

water and biscuit, by way of variety. 

Flesh and blood could stand this no longer; so, 

as daylight glimmered, I asked one of my Kroo­

boys to go out and look at the sea. His reply, 
"Wathery sarcy still all same" almost tempted 

me to knock him down. Another Krooboy, whom 

I soon became weak enough to respect, gave it 

as his opinion that the "wind no be so throng," 

and that he thought" the sarcy wather go down 

when tide done for go out next time." 

His prediction was verified. The large cutter 

belonging to the man-of-war was launched £rst, 

and got away with safety, having one of the 
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officers 011 board. My gig was shoved off SOOIl 

after, and as soon as we had got outside the 

breakers, and I found myself once more safe 

afloat, I began concocting what kind of certifi­

cate I should give to my weather-wise Krooman, 
to obtain for him meteorological promotion, per­

haps at Greenwich Observatory. Being rowed 

in a boat for several hours at sea-seeing the 
cutter with sails set going 'ahead of me as fast as 

the Flying Dutchman-and a state of mind and 

body such as any man would be in after four 

days and three nights of such rustication as I had 

endured-are not at all predisposing toplaciclityof 
temper. The cutter had been out of sight for a 

few hours; no steamer was yet visible, and,we had 

nothing to steer by but land-marks. These, too, 

were often obscured by heavy showers, which 
made the sky thick and gloomy. But we were 

getting along even against a strong cUlTent, and 
I was congratulating myself on soon having a 

refreshing bath, with a comfortable change of 
clothes, on board the man-of-war, when-oh! 

horror of horrors I-the sky clearing up disclosed 

the steamer about ten miles off- anchor up­
steam up-and her paddle-wheels propelling her 

in quite a different direction from that in which 
I was advancing. 
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Nevertheless, I did not faint, and having a 

dread of hecoming a second edition of the Ancient 

Mariner, T at once roused my energies. For r 
knew that the steamer was not going away, 

leaving me behind, but that the commander had 

determined to come nearer to the wreck for 

future operations, as I had suggested through 

the officer when leaving that morning, and waS 

now making a round through the proper channel. 

To accomplish this purpose he was ohliged to 

bring the steamer by a detour out of the shallow 
water in which my boat could float. 

So up with my flagstaff and flag at the stern ! 

Putting the helm hard a starboard, we turned 

out to sea, and I urged my Krooboys to pull 

cheerily, although they had been tugging at the 

oars for five hours already. 

Another half-hour's pull-the stcamer is 

coming towards us-the look out espies my flag 

-the engines are stopped, and-here I am ! 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Three Phases of Sierra. Leone: the Commercia.l, the Social, the 
Sanatory-Philanthropy of our Government and People towards 
Africa-MtCulloch's Account of First Colonization here-Its 
Cost to the Mother Country - Exports in 1850, 1856, and 
1858-Table of Imports and Exports for the year 185S-Like 
Table for Gambia in the same year-Population of Sierra Leone 
-Remarkable Absence of Increase since 1836-Commercial 
Importance of Settlements in Africa defined by Ur. M. Forster 
in Martin's work on the Colonies-Of Church Missionary 
organization-Of" Dignity Ba.J.ls" and II Goombee" Dances­
Mortality in 1859 - Dr. Clarke's account of Prevailing 
Diseases-Sketch of Slav~ when landed from Condemned Ships 
-Country Doctors-Best means of preserving Health in West­
ern Africa. 

CHIEFLY illustrative of the colony of Sierra 
Leone is the peculiarly interesting fact, that the 
mere mention of its name is regarded as sugges· 
tive of malignant disease and death. 

Our purpose is to view it in its three most 
important phases-namely, the commercial, the 

social, and the sanatory points of view. 
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The history of the world in past ages does not 

exhihit such evidences of pure and high-minded 

philanthropy as have heen manifested for many 

years by our Government and the henevolent 

people of Great Britain towards the natives 

of Africa. Con'picuous among these has heen 

the enormou, outlay of millions of money for 

the suppres,ion of the slave-trade, with the 

ulterior view of eiyilizing the Ethiopian race. 

To express my helief that philanthropy is 

an exotic not suited to the climate of Africa, nor 

calculated to produce all the effects anticipated on 

its people, " in no way intended as a disparaging 
reflection on the philanthropic exertions of my 

countrymen. But it is "addening to feel a con­
viction, as I do from the multitude of somhre 

facts before me, that these efforts hear little hetter 

fruit than did the wheat in the parable, which 

is recorded to have fallen among,t hriars and 

thorns. 
From ~l 'Culloch's Commercial Dictionary, I 

learn that the first importation of settlers to this 

colony took place in the year 1792, when about 

twelve hundred free negroes, who had joined 

the Royal Standard in the American war, were 

obliged to take refuge in Nova Scotia, and were 

thence transferred, from moti,'cs of humanity, to 
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Africa. From that time to the present Sierra 

Leone has cost our Government nearly ten mil­

lions of money in civil government expenses­

in naval expenses-in cash laid out on captured 

slaves-and in salaries to the executive officers 

of the Mixed Commission Court. The value 

of its exports was-

In 1850 • • • · £123,150 
1856 • • • • • 153,34. 7 

1858 • • • • • 225,34.9 

The largest amount being, to use the words of 

Mr. Jameson, iu his pamphlet on the Niger 

Trade, "not more than the value of produce 

annually passing through the hands of any 

second or third·rate commercial house engaged 

in trade with India, China, or America." 

By the table of its commerce during 1858, 

which is appended, and which I have obtained 

at the Colonial Office, it will appear that our 

exports to that part of the world very milch 

exceed the financial worth of our returns from 

its produce. 
In the adjoining settlement of Gambia a like 

condition of affairs may be observed; and it is 

a fact that the French derive from both colonies 

a much more considerable amount of exports­

chiefly of ground nuts-than we do. 
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SIERRA LEONE, 1858. 

COU:STRIES. 

United Kingdom­
Great Britain . 

British Colonies­
Ba.thurst, Gambia. 

Foreign Countries-
France . · · • 
::Madeira. • • 
Teneriffe · · 
Goree . · · • 
Leeward Coast • 
america • · • 

• 

• 

• 

IJIIPORTS. EXPORTS. 

£108,007 8 7 £86,532 5 6 

720 10 7 3,204 18 11 

1,45R 6 1 
11 13 10 
87 5 6 

3,460 4 11 
1,178 5 9 

18,563 11 2 

£133,485 6 51 

• • • • 

•• 
34,795 10 11 
28,531 16 7 
47,013 0 6 

225,349 9 4 

GA~mll , 1859. 

COUNTRI ES. l]'.tPORTS. £XPORTS. 

United KingJom-
Great Britain . · · £33,603 2 7 £19,984- 15 0 

British Colonies-
Sierra. Leone • • · 5,829 7 6 1,077 6 0 
British 'Vest Indies. 456 1 8 470 0 0 
British North America. • • • • 210 0 0 

Foreign Countries-
France . · · · • 8,398 7 t 52,366 6 3 
Canary Islands · • 271 3 0 · . •• 
Cape Yerrl Islands • 222 14 0 739 3 0 
Goree and Senegal · 5,023 8 5 2,167 6 0 
Leeward Coast • · 7,711 10 9 7,421 1 10 
'Vindward Coast. • 11914 0 154 5 0 
Foreign " rest Indies 100 0 0 · . .. 
United States. · • 14,402 2 1 25,774 9 6 

£7 6,14.9 11 I 110.364 12 7 

It appears that in this year there is an in­

crease of £1,082 6s. 8d. in the revenue collected, 

as duty on wine and spirits, above that of 1858. 
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This is accounted for by bonds given in 1858 

falling due in 1859. There is a decrease of 
duties on the imports of Foreign and British 

vessels, to the aggregate amount of £938 16s. 7d.; 

aud the Colonial Secretary attributes this in a 
great measure to the failure of the gTOund nut 

crop, the staple article of trade, which therefore 

required a lesser quantity of goods for its pur­
chase. 

According to Martin's work on the British 

Colonies, the population of Sierra Leone in 1836 
was-

Males. Females. 
Whites . . . 83 .. 22 
Coloured People 19,895 .. 15,678 

And by a return which I procured at the 

Colonial Office, I find the total population in 
1858-

Mille!. FClIUllc8. 

Whiles • • • 82 .. 25 
Coloured People 19,660 . . 18,551 

Total, 19,742 .. 18,516-Gross Total, 38,318. 

I do not put forward any arguments against 

our colonial possessions in Mrica on the ground 
refuted by Mr. lIf. Forster of the City Chambers, 
London, as stated in Montgomery Martin's work 

on the British Colonies-namely, in reference to 
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the attempt said to be often made to depre­

ciate the commercial importance of our settle­

ments on the west coast of Mrica, compared with 

the cost of maintaining them. It may be that 

the cost of maintaining these settlements-in­

cluding the presentation of 29,7091. 108. for the 

service of the colony of Sierra Leone in 1859-
is as extravagant as some assert it to be. If so, 

I can only mourn over money so spent, and to 

so little practical use, to our commerce, or our 

philanthropy. 

Leavingthecommercial part of the subject aside, 

we turn to the educational, and find, according 

to last year's report sent to the Colonial Office, 

that in theJ ourabah grammar.school, of which the 

Rev. E. Jones is president, there are nine young 

men who are being trained for schoolmasters; 

aud in the grammar·school which is subsidiary 

to this there are ninety-four pupils. Tbese are 

to be prepared for tbe J ourabah school, where 

they are educated for commercial and other pur· 

suits. The subsidiary school has been principally 

supported by the Church )Iissionary Society, 

but most of the pupils pay for their education. 

The Jourabah Institution is wholly supported 

by the Church Missionary Society. There is, 
moreover, a female school, having forty scholars, 
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supported partly by the Church Missionary So­
ciety, and partly by the friends of the pupils. 

There are nendy twenty Dissenting chapels in 
the colony, in most of which an educational 
course is carried on. 

In no part of the colony can be discovered 

native enterprise, self.respect, self-reliance, or, 

amongst its African population, any of the quali­

ties that tend to make a community comfortable 
or happy, or to elevnte it in the scale of human 

civilizntiou. " Dignity balls" and "Goombee" 
Mnces are fnvourite amusements of the natives 

-both being recreations of the grossest immo· 
rality. 

Bearing on the subject referred to in the first 
paragraph of this chapter, it may be unnecessary 

for me to remind English readers of the dreadful 

mortality thnt took place in this colony during 
the year before last-1859. Of its morbific chao 
racteristics few men bave had more extensive 

opportunities for acquiring experience than Dr. 

Clarke, who read a paper entitled" Short Notes 
on the prevniling Diseases in' the Colony of Sierra 
Leone," before the Statistical Section of the Brit­

ish Association at Glasgow, in 1855, which was 
published in the Journal of the Statistical Society 

of London, in March of the following year. 
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Although the author has kindly given me 

permission to make what use I desire of it, I do 

not consider its tabular records of sufficient im­

portance for the general reader. 

They are pre·eminently so for the scientific in­

quirer, and may be found in the J ourna~ before 

mentioned. 

Some of :Mr. Clarke's observations on Sierra 

Leone are worthy of consideration, as well from 

tbe fact of his being an observing man, as from 

his having lived for eighteen years in that 

colony:-

" Although Sierra Leone can no longer be justly 
called 'the white man's grave,' it must not be 

supposed that the climate has in any degree 
changed. Tbat tbe mortality has diminished is 

unquestionable, but for this several causes may 

be as,;igned. The style and comfort of the 

houses occupied by Europeans are improved, 
they dress in a manner better suited to the vicis­

situdes of the climate, a greater degree of tern per­

ance prevails, and the general use of quinine 

has considerably shortened and reduced the 

amount of illness and mortality." 

To these causes of an improved sanitary con­

dition ought to be added tbe drainage of the 

town-a very important matter in all African 
I 

• 

• 
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cities, and whose adoption has led to highly bene­

ficial resnlts at Bathnrst. 

There is no donbt of the following being an 
established fact:-

"It is a fact worthy of note, that the Enro­

pean, after his constitntion has become assimi­

bted thoroughly to the climate, is better 
able to resist the climat.ic influences than 

persons of mixed colour. The latter class (in 

the colonial service at least) are, as a body, more 
freqnently on the sick list than their Enropean 
colleagues. It 

The soi·disant humanitarians, who advocate the 

continuance of the slave· system, becanse it takes 
the serf.class of negroes away from their country 

for their own personal amelioration, would do 

well to read and ponder over the following ap­
palling picture:-

"At the period I took charge of the Kissy 
hospitals (1837), the slave-trade was in active 

operation, and consequently great nnmbers of 
liberated Africans were constantly receiyed into 

hospital. It was a most distressing sight to wit­
ness the aITi val of these poor creatnres; alld it 

is necessary to make a few preliminary remarks, 
in order clearly to nnderstand the difficnlties 
with which the medical officers had to contend. 
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The appearance of the slaves when landed from 

the condemned ship was most striking. In some 

the expression of the counteuance indicated suf­

ferings, moral and physica~ of the most pro. 

found and agonising nature. Others gazed 

vacantly around in the most utter helpless­

ness. Occasionally among the newly-arrived 

gronps all sense of suffering was merged in 

melancholic or raving madness. The wizened, 

shrunk, and skinny features were lighted up by 

the hollow feverish eye; the helly was, as it were, 

tacked to the back; whilst the hip-bones pro­

truded, and, in some cases, had become the seat 

of foul sloughing ulcers; the hand and skinny 

fingers seemed much elongated by the great and 

neglected growth of the nails, and they were so 

deplorably emaciated, that the skin appeared 

tensely stretched over, and tied down to the 

skeleton; the legs refused to perform their 

functions, and the poor creatures reeled and tot­

tered about from sheer debility; their squalor and 

extreme wretchedness were heightened, in many 

cases, by the party-coloured evacuations with 

which their bodies were besmeared. They rushed 

towards the water provided for their use, fighting 
with each other to drink and drink again, as if their 

thirst was unquenchable. They would devour 

I 2 
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their food, quarrelling with each other for the 

possession of a bone or fragment of meat, and 

what was left they would carefully put away in 

little bags suspended from their necks, to be eaten 
at leisure." 

What a subject for a painter! No doubt the 

prototype of this sketch could be found in many 

" middle passages," of which the horrors are only 

known to Him who knows all things. 

IIII'. Clarke's observations on fevers and native 

diseases are yery useful, but I must leave them 

with the statistics. Here follows a synopsis of 

the present state of medical science amongst the 
Africans :--

"The liberated Africans, and indeed all classes 

of the coloured inhabitants of Sierra Leone, put 

great confidence in country remedies, and, in too 

many instances, recourse is had to Europ~an me­

thods of treatment only after they have tried all the 

native remedies with which they are acquainted. 

At the same time, it must he admitted that the 

more intelligent among them eagerly seek the 

advice and assistance of the European surgeon, 

whenever an opportunity is afforded them of 

doing so. The class of persons in \\' est Mrica 

styled "country doctors," impose upon the 

credulity and superstitious fears of their fellow-
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countrymen by means of fetishes and am ulets, or 

gri.gris. They likewise prepare a quantity of 

crude decoctions, powders, &c., from the roots, 

leaves, and bark of trees, and from plants culled 

from the jungles; but their knowledge of the me­

dicinal properties of these is of the rudest and most 

imperfect nature. ~Ioreover, as the plants are 

gathered without reference to the season of the 

year, and to other important conditiom, they are 

uncertain in their action, and often dangerous in 

their operation. These barbarous remedies are, 

besides, administered in such large doses, with· 

out any consideration as to the age, sex, or 

strength of the patient, that in this way alone 

many li,es are yearly sacrificed. It will be ac­

knowledged by persons at all conversant with the 

African character, that this system of jugglery and 

quackery exerts the most injurious influence in 

retarding the progress of civilization among t.he 

negroes. " 
His observations on the IT ygiene of life in 

Mrica are very sound:-

"I t may not be irrelevant to add a few remarks 

on what appear to me to be the best means of 
preserving health on the west coast of Africa. 

In the foremost rank shonld be placed temperate 

and regular habits. The moderate use of wine, 
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far from being injurious, is necessary to counter­

act the depressing and debilitating influences of 

the climate. It is a matter of the greatest impor. 

tance to protect the skin from chills, and this is 

best done by wearing under·clothing of flannel, 

or, what is better, a mixture of cotton and wool. 

Out of doors the head shoulel be well protected 

from the sun by a thick hat of light fabric; and 

to all who yalue their health, it is essential to use 

an umbrella during the heat of the day. If a 

person is overheated, and snffers from profuse 

perspiration, he should at once change the whole 

of his clothing, and not simply take off coat or 

jacket, and then sit down to cool himself in a 

current of air. The siestas so much recommended 

are very good, but they certainly cannot be in· 

dulged in by the mass of Europeans resident in 

tropical countries; and it is undoubtedly true 

that on the west coast of Africa, as elsewhere, 

mental and bodily activity contributes largely to 

good health. It is hardly necessary to recom­

mend retiring early to bed, say nine or ten o'clock, 

and rising early, say six o'clock, when a cup of 

coffee or tea should be taken, followed by a cold 

or tepid bath, the cold bath to be carefully avoided 

when persons are suffering from hepatic or splenic 
enlargement. 
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"The bedroom should be tbe largest and best 

ventilated room in all the bouse, and should be 

provided with a fireplace, so that in the rainy 

season it may be kept dry and wholesome. Piazza 

bedrooms should be avoided. 

"With regard to food, it should be of the sim­

plest and most nourishing kind, with a moderate 

use of fruit, avoiding pastry. 

"By duly observing these precantions the Eng­

lishman may live almost as safely at Sierra Leone 

as in his own country; and he will not find, as 

too many have done, through their own reckless­

ness, that the magnificent scenery which greeted 

his eyes as he approached the African coast, was 

but a deceitful sCreen to conceal the horrors of 

the charnel· house. The climate has been made 

the scape-goat of a thousand sins, and those who 

live most in opposition to its dictates have been 

the readiest to blame it for their sufferings. If 
nature wears a perpetual smile in this quarter of 

the world, it is to those only who listen to her 

teachings. To them no sackcloth and ashes lie 

hid beneath her flowery robe; and to them Sierra 

Leone will no longer appear an object of terror, 

as the' I'iThite Mau's Grave.' " 

I thiuk it well to insert the following remarks 

on Lunacy, as it appeared amongst the black 
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colonists, not only becau~e tbey illustrate a novel 

fe"ture in the character of the negro, but because 
they demonstrate the improyed care that is now 

taken by the colonial authorities at Sierra Leone 
to separate and classify the patients :-

"The lunatics seldom liycd long, being fre­

quently cut off by dysentery or dropsy, or be· 
coming epileptic or paralytic-complication. al­

most hopeless. Tbe majority, if they did not 

soon recover, died within two or three years of 
their admission to the asylum. A few suryi.Yed 

for many years, and, in one rare instance, re­

covery took place after the lapse of twclye 
years. The larger proportion of the patients 

treated were males. The clisease manifested all 

its varied forms. Some gesticulated and danced 
about the yard, uttering the foulest abuse. Re­

ligion was the unceasing theme on wbich others 

expatiated for hours together, occasionally arro­
gating to themsel\'es the attributes of our Sayiour. 

These delusions in some instances might be traced 
to the effect produced on weak minds by the ex­
citing and barbarous exhibitions so often wit­

nessed in their numerous conventicles of 'finding 
tbe Lord,' 'finding peace,' &c. The loye of finery 

was shown by several of both sexes who picked 
up rags, which they fastened to their persons-
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or feathers, &c., which they stuck in their hair, 

or passed through holes in the aim nasi !md car­

tilage of the nose. The raving madman, the 

melancholic, the imbecile suffering from dementia, 

tbe idiot, the religious, the suicidal, the epileptic, 

were, unti11858, enclosed together, witboutdi.tinc­

tion, in the most mioerable celis, where no separa­

tion coulJ be effected. On the transfer of the co­

lonial hospital from Iussy to Freetown, in 1858 

(a most de.irable and much needed change), the 

lunatics were removed to that builcling, which, 

although iu many important points ill adapted 

for the purpose, is, nenrthcless, a very great ilU­
proyement on former asylums." 

In tbe tables one case of bydrophobia is 

marked down. Mr. Clarke, howeycr, records it 

as his opinion, concurrent with that of Staff'­

Surgeon Fergusson and Colonial-Smgeon Aitken, 

that that disease never oecms in the colony-and 

therefore doubts the correctness of the record. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The Gold Coast-Brutalities of the King in Ashant.ee half a cen~ 
tury ago-Sacrifices after his Mother's death-Bloodshed after 
his own-The present King of Dahomey and bis sanguinary 
intentions-Report of Cruikshank's misaion to Dahomey I in 
184.8--Festal Recreations, in the shape of Human Sacrifices. at 
Ashantee--Men butchered to do honour to the Portuguese 
s1ave-de..1.1er, De Souza-A like ceremony in compliment to the 
Dutch general, Yerbeer-Tbe Dabomean King's arguments in 
favour of the Slave-trade-The French nation in its early con­
nexian with Afric~, especially with the Gold Coast-Their repu­
diation of the Portuguese claims to primary geographical dis­
covery in this part of the world-Begiuning of British legitimate 
commerce with " restern Africa-First opening of palm-oil trade 
-Number of forts on the Gold Coast-Immense wealth of its 

• 
interior districts-Ita Missionary establishments-Its Colonial 
Commerce fur 1858. 

ON no part of Western Africa haye there been 

such scenes of turbulence and bloodshed, chiefly 
connected with human sacrifices, as still con· 
tinue to be enacted in the interior countries 

contiguous to the Gold Coast. 
In the year 1808 (more than half a century 



m;M '" SACRIFICES. 123 

ago), the King of Ashantee sent an army of 

fifteen thousand men against the Fantees, on the 

Gold Coast, who laid waste a large extent of 

country in the neighbourhood of Anamaboe. 

At that time our fort at the last-named place 

was occupied, and even the small number of 

soldiers which it contained successfully repulsed 

the army of barbarians, and prevented them 

from doing any further harm with their savage 

implements of warfare. 

Mter ravaging the intermediate kingdoms of 

Akim and Dinkera, in the year 1816, this 

monarch is reported to have sacrificed three 

thousand human victims on the grave of his 

mother. At his own death, some months subse­

quently, slaves were sacrificed at the rate of two 

hundred every week for three months-thus 

making five thousand six hundred victims to 

the horrible Juggernaut of Ml'ican superstition. 

Knowing as I do the hereditary tenacity wtth 
which barbarous customs are transmitted from 

generation to generation by those of negro blood, 

it was with no surprise, though with a feeling of 

horror, that I read, in the IT' est African Herald 

of July last, tbe following paragraph:-

"DAHOMEy.-His majesty Badahung, king of 

Dahomey, is about to make the' grand custom' 



• 

124 ATROCITIES AT DAllQ)lEY. 

in honour of the late king Gezo. Determined to 

surpass all former monarchs in the magnitude of 

the ceremonies to be performed on this occasion, 

Badahung has made the most extensi\'e prepa­
rations for the celebration of the 'grand custom.' 

A great pit has been dug, which is to contain 

human blood enough to float a canoe. Two 

thousand persons will be sacrificed on this occa­

sion. The expedition to Abeokouta is postponed, 

but the king has sent his army to make some 
excursions at the expense of some weaker tribes, 

and has succeeded in capturing many unfor­

tunate creatures. The young people among 

these prisoners will be sold into slavery, and the 

old persons will be killed at the' grand custom.' " 

Donbts as to the correctness of the foregoing 
announcement are completely set a,ide by the 

receipt of a letter, dated Cape Coast Castle, Sep­
tember 16th, which says :-" The atrocities at 

I1ahomey have far exceeded the report of which 
you are aware. Thousands have been sacrificcd. 
Latterly came a steamer on that coast, and shipped 

off fifteen hundred slaves. A man-of-war being 
on the spot, saw the vessel, but suspected nothing 
of her design. We heal' that English people, and 
other Europeans, have been imprisoned there­

most probably from refusing to witness the 
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human sacrifices, or to take part in the Tites of 

diabolical superstition." 

By this it will be seen that the only rivalry 

ever known to exist between those Arcadian 

neighbours, the potentates of Dahomey and 

Ashantee, still flourishes with all its pristine 
• YIgour. 

The report of :Mr. Cruikshank's mission to the 

present King of Dahomey's father, at his capital 

of Abomey, in the year 1848, showeu that the 

exertions of that gentleman, sent out, according 

to report, by Her Majesty's GOYernment, pursuant 

to a motion made in the House of Commons by 

Lord Fermo)" to endeavour to stop such deeds 

of bloodshed, had resulted in utterfail ure. When 

Gezo, the present king's father, could not be rea­

soned into a sense of the moral obligation of 

abandoning the slase·trade, it would seem a 

hopeless task to endeavour to convert the son f"om 

a practice that he had seen carried on in the 

earliest days of his childhood, and in his growth 
to manhood. 

On the occasion of funerals-and even of festal 

recreations-thousands of human beings are an­

nually sacrificed in tbe capital, Abomey. When 
De Souza, the notorious Portuguese slave·dealer 

at Whiuah, who is also the King of Dahomey's 
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viceroy in that district, visited his Majesty a great 

number of slaves were sacrificed to do him 

bon our. The same practice was carried out at 

Comassie, tbe capital of Ashantee, when the 

Dutch general, Verbeer, arrived there on a call 

of courtesy to the king. These two events, which 

took place within the last twenty years, were 

nearly contemporaneous in their occurrence. 

Surrounded by barbaric splendour, and having 

early imbibed the thirst for glory as a conqueror, 

although it was only over brother barbarians, the 

late King Gezo advanced to Mr. Cruikshank such 

arguments to prove the inexpediency of his giv­

ing up the slave-trade, as were the natural rea­

sonings of a man in his position. They are thus 

laid down in Mr. Cruikshank's own report :-

"His chiefs had had long and serious consul­

tations with him upon the subject; and they had 

come to the conclusion that his government 

could not be carried on without it. The state 

which he maintained was great; his army was 

expensive; the ceremonies and customs to be ob­

served onnually, which had been banded down 

to him from his forefathers, entailed upon him a 

vast outlay of money. These could not be abol­

ished. The form of his government could not be 

suddenly changed, without causing snch a revolu­

tion as would deprive him of his throne, and preci-
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pitate his kingdom into a state of anarchy. He 

was very desirous to acquire the friendship of 

England. He loved and respected the English 

character, and nothing afforded him such high 

satisfaction as to see an Englishman in his coun­

try, and to do him honour. He himself aud his 

army were ready at all times to fight the Queen's 

enemies, and to do anything the English Govern­

ment might ask of him, but to give up the slave­

trade. No other trade was known to his people. 

Palm oil, itwastrue, was now engaging the attention 

of some of them ; but it was aslowmethod of mak­

ing money, andbrought only a very small amount 

of duties into his coffers. The planting of coffee 

and cotton had been suggested to him; but this 

was slower still. The trees had to grow, and· he 

himself wonld probably he in his grave before 

he could reap any benefit from them. And what 

to do in the meantime? Who would pay his 

troop., or buy arms and clothing for them? 

Who would give him supplies of cowries, of rum, 

of powder, and of cloth, to perform his annual 

customs? He held his power by an observance of 

the time-honoured customs of his forefathers; 

and he would forfeit it, and entail npon himself 

a life full of shame, and a death full of misery, if 

he neglected them. It was the slave-trade that 
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made him terrible to his enemies, and loved, ho­

noured, and respected by his people. How could 

he gi'·e it up? It had been the ruling principle 
of action with himself and his subjects f,·om their 

earliest childhood. Their thoughts, their habits, 
their discipline, their mode of life, had been 

formed with reference to this all-engrossing oc­
cupation; even the very songs with which the 

mother stilled her crying infant told of triumph 

over foes reduced to slavery. Could he, hy sign­

ing this treaty, change the sentiments of a whole 
people? It could not be. A long series of years 

was necessary to bring about such a change. He 

himself and his people must be made to feel the 
superior advantages of another traffic in an in­

cre!J.se of riches, and of the necessaries and luxu­

ries of life, before they could be weaned from 
this trade. The expenses of the English Govern­

ment are great; would it suddenly give up the 
principal source of its revenue without some 

equivalent provision for defraying its expenses? 
He could not believe so. No more would he re-• 

duce himself to beggary. The sum offered him 
would not pay his expenses for a week; and 
eyen if the English Goyernment were willing to 

give him an annual sum equivalent to his pre­
sent revenue, he would still haye some difficulty 
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in employing the energies of his people in a new 

direction. Under such circumstances, however, 

he would consider himself hound to use every 

exertion to meet the wishes of the English 

Governmen t." 

A curious domestic superstition is thus re­

corded as existing on the gold coast. It is a cus­

tom with the natives of position and wealth to 

purchase a young slave of their own sex, or 

sometimes to select one from amongst some of the 

young slaves previously in the house, and to 
bestow on him, or her, the title of " Crahbah," or 

" Ocrah "-the meaning of which is, that the slave 

thus entitled is in future to be looked on as the 

soul or spirit of the master or mistress. 

These favoured persons wear a chain of gold, 

or white beads, around the neck, to which is 

attachel a large medallion of gold to denote their 
rank. 

They are treated with great indulgence so 

long as they behave well. 
In Ashantee tbe fayourite Ocrahs of the great 

men are slaughtered on the death of their mas­

ters, it being considered necessary that they 
should accompany them to the next world. A 

similar wholesale slaughter of slaves, with a like 

K 

• 

-
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purpose, is cal'l'ied out on the death of any big 
man at Old Kalabar. 

Meditating on the early connexion of Euro­

pean nations with Western Africa, we find, in a 
work entitled " l\I~moire sur Ie Commerce Mari­

time de Rouen, par Erncst de Freville," that 
the French claim the honour of a first visit to 

this part of the world. So early as November, 

1364, the merchants of Dieppe sent out two 

vessels, of one hundrcd tons each, which arrived 
at a little river ne:J.r the mouth of the Sestos, on 

the Kroo Coast. 

Their trade at this place, although its nature 

and extent are not described, was, no doubt, pro­

fitable; for, in September tbe following year, the 
Rouen merchants joined with those of Dieppe, and 

sent out foul' vessels. One of these passed the 
Ivory Coast, and voyaged on to the Gold Coast. 

Twenty years' commercial connexion between 
Rouen, Dieppe, and tlle Gold Coast, inspired the 
merchants to send out artisans and materials to 

construct the fort of Elmina, the building of 
which was finished in 1386. 

The civil wars in France having damaged 

their commercial connexion with all parts of 
the world, the trade between Rouen and the 

Gold Coast was necessarily affected; anu, ac-

• 
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cording to the French author from whom we 

derive our information, the Portuguese did not 

commence their reputed discovery of, and com­

munication with, places on the west coast of 

Africa till more than a hundred years after. 

It was in 1472 that the Portuguese arrived at 

Prince's hland-in 1484 at the Congo-1486 at 

Benin-and twelve years afterwards they doubled 

the Cape of Good Hope. 

British legitimate commerce in An·ica did not 

commence till 1553, when two ships left Ply­

mouth and visited Sestos, Elmina, and Benin. 

Their touching at these places and no others 

seems to me very strong circumstantial evidence 

that the French account, previously quoted, is 

correct. The cargo with which they retumed 

was gold and pepper-the latter was brought 

from Benin, whence, in the year 1590, was 

obtained the first cargo of pahn-oil, an article 

of commerce which has since been so largely 
exported from Mrica. The seventeenth century 

was the great time of Afi.·jcall companies-palm 

oil and slaves being then the two main products. 

Slave-trading reached its climax in 1771, when 

one hundred and ninety-two slave·ships left 

England for Mrica. 

One particular characteristic of the Gold 

K2 
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Coast is the number of forts that are erected 

along its seabord. These were no doubt in· 

tended by the early European discoverers of 
that coast as fortresses, to prevent strangers 

eucroaching upon.a land at that time supposed 

to be a veritable Eldorado. 
Thp. chief fortress, and the capital of the Go­

vernment, was Cape Coast; inland from which 

(1\11'. Bannermau writes to me)-" The W assaws 

are in possession of a splendid mining country, 
but they will make no use whatever of the 

wealth which Providence has placed within 
their reach. Uncler the surface of the soil here 

there lies an almost fabulous amount of wealth. 
Akim, Asbantee, Gaman, \Vassaw-all these 

countries may be described as one vast mine of 
gold." 

In Gaman, a kingdom tributary to Ashantee, 
there are mines so prolific tbat the gold can be 

procured within six feet of the surface of the soil; 
the king will not allow them to be worked, re­
serving them for his fetish. 

Apollonia Fort is now dismantled and ab,lO­

doned, although formerly an extensive trade in 
gold was carried on there. From a Government 

report, published in the year 1841, we learn that 
the king of the country in which Apollonia 
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Fort is situated was the terror of all the neigh­

bouring districts, on account of the frequency of 

hi> human sacrifices. 

The forts of Succondee, Commenda, Coro­

manty, and Tantumquerry, are all now in ruins, 

presenting an appearance of the utmost deso­

lation. Thc forts that are occupied are Cape 

Coast, Accra, Christianburg, and Dixcovc, by 

the English; Elmina and Cre\'e Cccur by the 

Dutch. Neither French, Portuguese, nor 

Spaniarlb have at present aoy possessions in this 

part of Africa. 

On the Gold Coast there is a territory extend­

ing from Cape Apollonia to the fort of Quittah, a 

few miles eastward of Cape St. Paul's, and 

inland to the frontier of the powcrful kingdom 

of Ashantee. This territory comprises many 

distinct tribes, all of whom acknowledgc some 
kind of allegiance either to England or Holland. 

The Dutch have authority over several towns on 

the sea.ide, but almost the whole of the interior 

is subject more or less to British influence. 
As it is my de.ire to lay before my readers 

as complete a de,cription as I can giye of the 

social peculiarities of the nati\'c Mrican, I copy 

here a curious sketch, which I know to be 
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correct, from the TVest African Hemld of May 

31st, 1860:-

"A few weeks ago au old man died iu Ajumor. 

coong in the interior, leaving to his family over 

three thousand ounces of gold, three lnmdred 

slaves, and much lanel. The old fellow when 

alive dwelt in a most ",,'etched hut, and the only 

piece of furniture he possessed was a mat. The 

deceased miser's name was Ocrah Taweah. Now, 

this man was a fair type of a large class of na­

tives in this part of Africa, who are to be found 

chiefly in those districts of the protected territory 

that are situated at some distance from the forts. 

Near the forts where British authority is more 

generally felt, men know that they are secured 

in the quiet possession of whatsoever they have 

lawflilly acquired; and, moreover, contact with 

civilisation has resulted not only in the introduc­

tion of a certain taste for the comforts of Eu­

ropeans, but also in an imitation of some of their 

habits and customs. Hence in the towns on the 

seaside there are to be found numbers of natives 

of Africa who dwell in large and well· built houses, 

comfortably and tastefully furnished. And it is 

not the educated native merchants of the higher 

class only who live comfortably. A number of 

educatcd natives, occupying snbordinate positions 
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as clerks, overseers, factors, and the like, are 

lodged at least as well as the same class 

• of men in England. Nor are. these tastes in­

dulged in only by those who ha,-e received the 

benefits of education; for we see in all the priu­

cipal seaside towns some very excellent houses 

of two stories, havillg several spacious, neat, 

and well-furnished apartments, which are oe· 

cupied by natives who cannot read or write, 

but who, ha\;ng acquired wealth, prefer to lay 

it out in this way. In the interior, men who 

from small beginnings have acquired riches by 

their industry or their good luck generally hoard 

their money, or, at all events, the greater part of it. 

They do not care for European modes of li,-ing. 

They do not buy couches, mirrors, knives, forks, 

spoons, mahogany tables, lamps, pictures, &c., &c. 

On occasions of state most of the native 

chiefs of the interior display much barbaric 
splendour, which the chiefs on the seaside do not; 

yet the private residences of the interior chiefs 

are by no means to be compared with the dwell­

ings of many poor and subordinate chiefs on the 

beach. IVe do not speak of course of Ashantee, 

but of those prO\;nces called the Protected 

Territory, which lie between the seaside ami 

the kingdom of Ashantee. In these countries 
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there is much oppression and extortion, and all 

sorts of rascality are still going on. Wherever 
the authorities have great powel', wherever in fact • 
the Government, be it British, or Dutch, or 

African, is strong, there the property, life, and 

liberty of individuals are felt to be secure. In 
very many parts of the Protected Territory there 

is no powerful native Government, and the Bri­
tish have no authorised agent to check disorders. 

In such districts the place of Government is sup­
plied by what are called Pynins, or elders, ,,·ho 

very often have no other means of subsistence 

that what they derive from suits tried before 

them. Such tribunals are very frequently 
nothing more than agencies for extortion and 

oppression. In many, nay, most parts of Fantee 

they abound, and from their unrighteous decrees 
it is not always that the injurcd have the oppor­
tunity of appealing to the British Courts on the 
seaside. Much injustice is therefore perpetrated, 

and the victims are often tho~e persons who are 
known to have acquired large sums of money by 
their own exertions, originally perhaps slaves, 

pawns, 01' at least strangers to the place. Such 
men, therefore, are in many instances afraid to 

make a display of their wealth, fearing le.t their 
riches should hring upon them the jealousy and 
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envy of their neighbours, and be the means of 
involving them in trouble." 

Amongst these people, too, civil wars are con· 
stantly springing up. During the past year 
a system of petty warfare among the natives has 
been general along this coast, as appears fre­

quently by the paper from which I have quoted 
the foregoing. At Quittah, at Ahguay, and in 
the interior countries of Dinkera ~nd Akim, 
there have been contests. At Anamaboe, which 
is an important town, situated on the 'sea-siue, 
nine miles to the eastward of Cape Coast, and 

where a considerable gold traffic with Ashantee is 
now carried on, a disturbance broke out last year 
between two companies, on the subject of one 
carrying a flag, of which the other claimed a 
patent right. In the principal towns of the 
Gold Coast the inhabitants are divided into com­
panies, like our clubs in England; and these 
companies have their flags and captains. On 
native ceremonials, such as funerals and driving 
the devil out of town, these companies turn out in 
grand parade, but generally wind up with a row, 
which most frequently terminates with a pitched 

battle on some day appointed. Even if the affair 
above alluiled to had not been settled by the 

intervention in time of magisterial authority, it is 
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not at all probable there would have been any 
bloodshed; for the Africans prefer palavering to 

fighting, and a debate on the subject of a war is 

with them a thing of high and mighty conse­
quence. lily reaclers may be assured that this 

civil war business is the sa mEl all over the coast; 
the only difference being, that there is no honest 

" Heralder" lil,e that at Cape Coast to record 
their conflicts. In the Bight of Biafra district, 

at all events, there is neyer a change from palm­

oil and palavers throughout the year. 
When we read such a paragraph as the fol­

lowing, referring to missions on the Gold Coast 
at the end of 1859, does it not strike the reader 

that there must be something strangely anoma­
lous in the condition of this people? 

"On the 31st December last there were on the 

Gold and Slave Coasts of Africa, 36 IV esleyan 

mission schools, 18 chapels, 24 preaching places. 
The number of scholars at that date was 1082 

boys and 315 girls. There were 74 day-school 

teachers, 5 catechists, 33 local preachers, 1869 
full and accredited members, 208 on trial for 
full membership, and the number of attendants 

on public worship was about 8300. During the 

year there had been 51 marriages, 127 baptisms 
of adults, anu122 baptisms of infants." 

• 
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If I am asked to show the conclition of the 

natiw African, notwithstanding all the benefits 

of missionary teaching, I do it in the words 

of the missionaries themselves. I find in the 

African newspaper of March 30th last, extracted 

from the Cavalla JIessenger, an accoun t of a 

mission convocation at Cape Palmas, at which 

amongst other things the following statement 

was made :-" Tbe reports seemed to inclicate a 

dead silence e,erywhere; nothing like a revival 

of religion, but, on the contrary, a dreadful stir­

ring up of the power of Satan. Tlte people are 

apparently becoming worse and WOl·se. Remarks 

were made by several persons, in wbich the little 

success of the Gospel lately was greatly deplored." 

It would not be fair to infer from this that a 

like failure has been the result on all parts of the 

coast; and yet we can see here, in the places of 
which this chapter treats, evidence that the fol­

lowing excellent practical plan is hearing but 

little fruit :-
" It has been the practice of the Basel Society, 

according to the precedent of the Moravian Bre­

thren, to supply all their African stations with 

lay missionaries, who strive to train tbe native 
converts to industrious habits, and to teach 

them how to employ in the service of God and 

• 
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men, the energies with which they have been 

endowed, and the still undeveloped wealth of 

their country. Workshops have been set up at 

Christianshorg, Abokoby, Abude, and Akropong, 

in which wood-sawyers, carpenters, joiners, coop­

ers, shingle· makers, bricklayers, blacksmiths,lock­

smitbs, shoemakers, and tailors are trained; and 

although it is not to be expected that negroes 

will soon be able to dispense with European su­

pervision and instruction in their trades, yet 

their progress hitherto has been encouraging, 

and their assistance has been of incalculable ya­

lue in a country where no tradesmen are pro­

curable, and where constant exposure to the sun 

is almost certain death to Europeans. Nor is 
the adoption of an improved system of agricul­

ture of less importance, whilst the natives grow 

with as little trouble as possible their most ne­

cessary provisions, and, to save labour, select 

every year a new pieee of ground, and give up 

the rest to the inroads of the bush, to become the 

hot-beds of fever and the haunts of all sorts of 

noxious animals and vermin. Regular plantations, 

of greater or smaller extent, have been laid out at 

Akropong, Abude, Abokoby, and Gyadam, to 

train an improved class of farmers. These at­

tempts have proved that, under proper manage-
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ment, the produce of the land may be increased 
tenfold, and that many resources for home·con­

sumption as well as export have as yet been 
scarcely touched upon. With similar intentions 
a factory has been established at Christiansborg, 
with prospects of advantage both to the mis­
sion aud the people." 

The following is an abstract of the commercial 
operations in this part of Afl'ica, carried on in 
1858, which I hayc been kindly permitted to 
copy from the records at the Colonial Office :-

GOLD COAST, 1858. 

COUNTRIES. IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 

United Kingdom. • .£76,835 17 9 £118,553 6 5 
United States. • • 31,122 12 0 20,121 5 61 
British Colonies · . . . . • • • • 

Foreign Countries-
Fran('e . . • · · 6,012 11 3 11 ,103 7 6 
Holland . . · • 4,857 6 8 4,057 16 6 
Portugal . . . • 1,435 11 2 · . · . 
Other Countries . · 2,193 0 0 • • • • 

£122,456 18 10 £151,133 15 111 

" Population.-There is no means of ascertain­
ing the population of the Gold Coast territory­
judging from the poll·tax returns of 1852 to 
1853, it would appear to be 151,346, omitting the 

Axim country, which, however, would not be 
more than 5, 000 additional The chief of the 
village has generally a number of Krooms, or 

• 
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smaller villages, dependent on him, at the head 
of each of which is a Captain, whose duty it is to 

march before the chief in war time. The chief 

agricultural productions of the Gold Coast are 
yams, Indian com, banians, plantains, and cas· 
sava-males and females being alike agricultu­
rists. Even in fishing at the sea·sicle with hand­

Dets flung from their canoes, they keep the 
barter and traffic principle. The fish caught are 

brought into the interior, and there exchanged for 

ag"icultural produce, which is again bartered by 
the people in the town. Cotton is coming up in 
the Volta river, under the auspices of the Rev. E. 
Freeman-bnt palm-oil is very small. Connected 

with 'Wesleyan missions there are twenty-eight 
chapels on this part of the coast, attended by an 

aggregate congregation of 5,600. A public free 
school for boys and girls is held within the walls 
of the Castle. This is under the superintendence 
of the Colonial Chaplain, and the books are sup­

plied by Government. No industrial schools are 
here, more than anywhere else on the coast." 

• 

• 
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CIIAPTER X. 

Of the River Niger and Belzoni's Exploration in Benin-Genera.l 
Scenery at the mouths of fiYers falling into the Gulf of Guinea­
Similar to that of Ea::.-tern .Airica, described by Captain Burton 
-A.uthor's Opinions aD the Commercial operations up the Niger 
after Pleiad's Expedition of 18M-Memorial presented to Lord 
Palmerston in.l.feginning of last year-Its .A .. :rguments, and tbe 
Assent of Government to them-Causea of .lttncks by the Na.­
tives upon Steamers sent up by Mr. Laird-Commercial Opera­
tions recorded hy that Gentleman during the }l<'\St three yeaTS­
His Prt:rent Contract with the Government and its Proceedings 
-Impossibility of estabJishing a Profitable trade up that River 
without Government Help-A Guo-boat, 'Yn.r-st€amers1 and 
Tug-steamer req uired--Sir John BOlITing's 01Jio1011 of the Negro 
-l>lans in refl!rence to the Niger-Mr. Jamesou's Views. 

lirE may imagine ourselves within hail of the 

rniasmatous banks of the historical Niger, when 

arriving at the mouth of the musquito·infested 
Benin. 'What the enterprising Belzoni could 

have told us of the dark secrets of this unknown 

kingdom must ever lie hid with his ashes, which 
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repose in the neighbourhood of its capital. 

Coasting along by the mouths of the many 
rivers that debouch into the Gulf of Guinea, 

the eye of the voyager rests upon nothing more 
attractiYe than a continuation of scenes such as 
those described by Captain Burton in Eastern 
Africa, and which arc sketched forth by Earl de 
Grey and Ripon in last year's address to the 

Royal Geographical Society, as of "a fever­
stricken country, that is skITted by a wide low­

lying belt of overwhelming vegetation, dank, mo­
notonous, and gloomy, while it reeks with fetid 

. " mlasm~. 

Let us flit over the marshy grouuds that border 

the Niger's many mouths, and leave the mangrove 
swamps to the oysters and crocodiles, whibt we 
travel, with the progress of civilization and the 

development of commerce, up the Quorra to Cen­

tral Africa. 
It would be but a dish of crambe "epetita to de­

tail all the early explorations and progresses made 
up this river since the discovery of its mouth hy 
the brothers Lander in 1831. In my account· 

of our Niger expedition of 1854, I have given 

• Published by Longman & Co. of Paternoster Row. nnd form­
ing vom 91 and 92 of 1\ Traveller's Library." 
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a brief sketch of these; and as the views which 

I then expressed, in a report to Mr. Laird, have 

undergone DO change since that time, I record 

them here, as they have not before been made 
public by me :-

II s. s. Pleiad, Clarence Cove, 
u November 20th, 1854. 

"SIR,-Before I place in your hands my jour­

nal of our voyage up the Niger-Tshadda, 

Binue-with a report on the position and pros­

pects of trade along their courses-which I have 

in contemplation to prepare on my passage home 

-I trust you will not consider out of place a few 
observations I take the liberty of making to you 

now, connected with the report. 

"The account of our trading produce will, I 
have no doubt, be forwarded to you by Captain 

Taylor. Of ivory, the chief a.rticle, 42581bs. were 

purchased by me on our passage up and down; 
and 2781bs. by Mr. Crawford, during a stay of 

six weeks at the confluence. The cause of such 

a small quantity being bought will be explained 

to you hereafter. All inquiries after copper are 
have failed in discovering the locality where it 

is procured. J have with me a few specimens of 

copper rings and brass ornaments manufactnred 
at Kana-the' London' of Sudan-but the pea-

L 
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pIe at Rogan Koto, and Hamarrua, where they 

were obtained, say that the metal of which they 

are made of is brought from the Hanssa country. 

At Gandike, they report that lead has been dug out 

of the ground at a distance of about six feet from 

the surface; but the piece which was given to me 

was evidently molten, and cast in an earthenmould. 

We have about 601bs. of lead ore, in its primitive 

crystals, as it was excavated at a place called 

Mooro, about twenty miles from the river port of 

Anyashi, on the road thence to Wukari. Perhaps 

the few geological specimens which I have col· 

lected will indicate more than I have been able 

to ascertain of correct information. No quartz 

was met with, save a little on a small island, 

nearly opposite Mount Sterling. 

" If a plea of justification were needed for my 

remarks, I think I have it in the fact of our 

crew of sixty-six hands being here to·day in 

nearly as good condition as when the' Pleiad ' 

left Clarence on the 8th of July. The preserva­

tion of their health, despite of a few severe cases 

of fever we had on board, may be chiefly attri­

buted to the following causes :-

"First.-To our having entered the river at 

the least unhealthy season of the year, when 

the water is rising. 
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"Second.-To my having induced all the 

Europeans to take quinine solution" daily, 

without making any fuss for its palpable 
necessity. 

"ThiTd.-To our not being required to stow 

green wood in the bunkers, in consequence of 

having iron canoes for its conveyance. 
"FouTth.-To attending to the health of the 

ship's crew, by having all the water drunk on 

board passed t,brough the boiler before it was 

filtered-dry-scraping the deck instead of washing 

it-and passing some of Sir Wm. Bnrnett's zinc 
solution down the bath Hoor twice a-week-taking 

care to have the bilge water pumped out daily. 
"And last-thongh not the least in consequence 

-keeping up the bilarity of all on board by the 

Kroomens' nightly dance to the music of a drum, 

kindly lent to me by Governor Lynslager. 
"I quite agree with your remarks in one of 

your letters of instrnction to Captain Taylor, 

that, 'without assistance from Government, no 

steamer can pay in the river trade;' and I believe, 

moreover, that, in the present condition of the 

country, 'no trade can be established without the 

- The form of quinine wine used on this and subsequent oc· 
casiODS by me is prepared by Wm. Bailey & Sons, of llorsely 
Fields Chemical "'orks, Wolverhampton, and put up for ship­
ment in cases containing one, two, or three dozen pint bottles. 

L 2 
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assistance of Government.' From Oddokodo up 

to Dagbo the COlll)try has been laid waste by the 

Fellatahs, and not a vestige of human habitation 

shews the place where the former town once 

stood. Only three or four months past they 

murdered the king of Pandah (Fundah), burned 

tbe town of Ikeriko, and drove the king of 

Opotingiah (Potinka) to take refuge at 

Abasha, on tbe opposite side of the river, and 

the limit of the Egarrah country. Yimmaha, 

Oketta and Oruko (indeed all the towns of the 

Igbarra and Bassa countries) have been plundered 

by them-some burnt--and many of the inhabit­

ants slaughtered, more carried into slavery, and 

the remaining survivors driven to seek refuge 

in other than their native localities. Nearly all 

tbe islands we passed in the portion of tbe 

Tshadda referred to were tenanted by refugees 

from these towns, whose exertions for common 

subsistence must meantiDle be suspended, for they 

know not at what moment, on returning to their 

native districts, the attack may be repeated. The 

Fellatahs, mounted Oil well-trained steeds, and 

with poisoned arrows, poisoned javelins, and 

Hanssa swords, are ever giving way to an instinc­

tive thirst for human blood, or urged by ambition 

for extent of territory, which I believe to be as 
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much their impelling influences as any truculent 

fanaticism for the propagation of the Mahomedan 

creed .. • 
"Now, as the Attah of Egarrah has, in the 

course of my conversation with him, expressed 

his desire to have a British settlement in his 

dominion, and commerce introduced thereby, I 

would propose that the next voyagers up this river 

should be empowered to treat for a piece of land 

at Iddah, or a few miles higher, upon equally ele­
yated ground, opposite Ototouro, where Abnkko's 

people are located. Here is an opening which 

might be followed up by our Government to 
this extent. Drs. Overweg and Barth have con­

cluded a treaty with the Sheikh of Bornu, who 

expressed his desire to see a squadron of 

European boats on Lake Tshad, and guaranteed 

to substitute commercial traffic with the nations 

of Europe for the slave-trade. Between Egarrah 
and the Bornu kingdom it is nearly all Fellatah 

territory; and from a great part of Bornu com­

munication may be opened by means of the 

Konadagu river, passing Bossa, to any estab­
lishment on Lake Tshad. So that, on ami­

cable terms with the Fel1atahs-received with 

open arms by establishments protected by 

native military forces, and baving a government 
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similar to that of Sierra Leone and Cape Coast--­

the industrial resources of Central Africa will 

soon hecome develo"ped, and the riches of the vast 

continent be ponred down to us by the continu­

ous streams of the Binue, the Tshadda, and the 
Niger. 

"To turn the attention of the people of Africa 

to the cultivation of their soil, to teach them how, 

hy industry, their slaves may be made to produce 

to them more substantial comforts than can be 

procured by selling them, ought to be our object 

in the first instance. iIlawkish philanthropists 

may object to this as heing an encouragement of 

domestic slavery. It is no encouragement. It 

is, at the most, a toleration of it for a good pur­

pose. And of two evils, choose the least, hoping 

and working for the good time to come, when 

the slaves, by their industry, may liberate them· 

selves and become sharers in the prosperity of their 

fatherland. Of their certainty to do this, I have as­

surance in a fact communicated to me by the Rev. 

iIlr. Crowther, that several hundred slaves have 

so emancipated themselves at Abbeokuta. You 

may perhaps consider my suggestions as visionary, 

or the expectation of Goyernment aid towards 

their accomplishment as hopeless. Granted that 

they are, I nevertheless conceive it to he my uuty 

to urge their serious consideration on you. You 
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are now at the head of a machinery which I con· 

ceive to be the best calcnlated to carry out such 

a plan-I mean the Mrican' Steam Navigation 

Company; and the following is an outline of what 

I would suggest:-

" In the :6rst place, to bave an understanding 

with the Fellatah Sultan at Sokatu, to secure 
from him the exercise of his influence over his 

extensive dominions, and chiefly to prevent the 

ravages of his people throughout the countries 

on the northern bank of the Tshadda. Whether 

this will need a demonstration of your moral force" 

or not, the Fellatah marauding must be put an 
end to before any commercial step can be taken 

with a prospect of success. Meantime, to pur­

chase a piece of territory in the neighbourhood 

of Iddah, where a portion of a West Indian regi­

ment sbould be established, sufficient in number to 

protect the traders, native as well as European. 

" A small steamer, say the' Pleiad,' ,vith some 

improvements that I shall hereafter mention, 

would answer for a commencement; and it would 

not only strike terror into the minds of the native. 

bclow Aboh, by the dread ofits power, but fortify 
those above by the certainty of its protection. A 

• Mr. Laird, in his evidence before Q. committee of tbe House 
of Commons, gave it as his opinion on one occasion that" moral 
force in 'We-stern Africa meant a 24,-pounder with a British 
seaman behind it." 

"i 
o 
" 
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canoe stationed at Aboh, rendered doubly neces­

sary because the interception of the palm-oil traffic 
between this and the Bonny, Brass, and Benin 
rivers must be the main object of trailing 
farther up; another at the confluence; besides 
that at Iddah, a settlement near Apokko, on one 

of the Dagbo hills; and, if farther up, at Anyashi, 
the river port of Wukari, the capital of the 
Kororoofa kingdom. From this place commu­

nication may be made by native canoes to Gan­
diko, Zhibu, and Hamarrua. Very little coal 

would be required for a steamer, as the people 
are certain to have wood cut when they are sure 
of a market for it. 

"There is no 'break in the navigation of the 

Tshadda,' such as you supposed to e th e cause 
of the interruption of traffic upon it; but the in­
habitants high up dwell in districts thirty or 
forty miles asunder, and are not in frienclly rela­
tions with one another. 

"The steamer should go backwards and for­
wards, to and from the mouth of the river, and 

the canoes and trailing establishments, to deliver 

produce and return with goods, making a trip 
once a year, in August and September, as far as 
the river port of Zola and Hamarrua. Owing 
to a strong current of five and six knots, and the 
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absence of eddies in many parts of the rh'er above 

Ojogo, canoes are not applicable for navigation 

so high up; and where they are used, they should 

have a very diifereut sort of propellers from the 

flattened soup ladles used as paddles for those of 

the ' Pleiad.' 

" From Dagbo to Ojogo, a distance of at least 

forty miles, is a range of country, with a rich loamy 

soil, where cotton and coffee can be produced in 
abundance, and where a bona fide model garden 

could be established, under the superintendence 

of men brought from Sierra Leone. Not such a 

model garden as that wh ich was located on the 

rocky ground at lIIount Sterling, nor one sufficient 
to realize such predictions as those of Sir 

George Stephens, in his pamphlet on the Niger 

trade, in being able to clear its own expenses after 

a three years' cultivation of the Delta; but one 

that may be the beginning of a good work, which 

will be the best practical lesson for the Fellatahs. 

" And if the Government do not step in to put 
an end to the lawl"gsness of the Fellatahs, all 
ideas of a successful trade with the Niger­

Tilhadda-Binue countries may be given up. 

There can be no neutrality on the subject. 
Our Government, which has unfurled the 

British banner as the regis of civilization and 
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Christianity over the world, has still a weighty debt 
on her shoulders to the vast continent of Africa. 

I cannot be accused of any attempt at declamation 

when I assert that the forty millions of money 
spent in West Indian emancipation have been 

little alleviation to the miseries caused by the fact 
that the inhuman slave traffic had been legalized 
amongst us for nearly two centuries-that the 

voice of humanity and religion, the glory and 
honour of our empire, and the practically com­
mercial character of our country, demanded it. 

If the Government commenced the work, I have 
very little doubt that iu a few year-s hence pri­

vate enterprize will do the rest: British influence 
will be extended; pillage will cease; with its ces­

sation will flow into Central Africa all the bless­
ings of civilization, wbich otherwise centuries 
could not introduce; the trade will pay; and the 
industrial resources of the country will become at 

length developed, to the peace and comfort of 
its inhabitants, and to the commercial prosperity 

of Great Britain. 
" I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient 

servant, 

" THOMAS J. HUTCHINSON. 

"To Macgregor Laird, Esq.) 
It 3, 1\1incing Lane, London. " -
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In IIIarch of last year, a deputation consisting 
of 8ir T. D. Acland, Bart., Lord Viscount Mid­

dleton, Lord Galthorpe, with several other gen­

tlemen, presented a memorial to Lord Palmers ton, 

on the national importance of steam navigation 

upon the river Niger, for the encouragement and 

protection oflawful commerce, and the more ef­

fectual suppression of the slave-trade. 

This memorial was a repetition of a similar 

one presented to his Lordship in the month of 

August, 1855, after the return of the 8.8. 

"Pleilld," from her exploring expedition of the pre­
ceding year. To their former Ilpplication the Go­

vernment had not acceded till 1857, when a con­

tract was entered into with Macgregor Laird, Esq., 
to keep a small steamer on the river Niger for five 

yearB, for the purposes specified in the memorial, 

as well as for those of geographical exploration. 
The memorialists pointed to the fact of an an­

nual sum of money being voted by the British par­

liament for the expenses of a steamer towards the 

encouragment and protection of commerce in 
Gambia-of aid afforded to Dr. Livingstone for 

his further exploration of Eastern Africa-and of 

subsidies advanced for opening the navigation of 

the rivers of India, very justly submitting these 

as precedents ill favour of their request. 
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They mention the fact of the vesseb sent up by 

:Mr. Laird, between 1857 and 1860, having been at­

tacked by marauding tribes of the Delta, "who are 

deeply interested in opposing legitimate com­
merce, for the sake of an illicit slave-trade." 

Three of these vessels were attacked, but Dot by 

any persons having an interest in the slave-trade_ 

This is one of the errors of a slave-trade theory; 

for such traffic in the Bight of Biafra is like that 

recorded at Angola by Dr. Livingstone, " a thing 

spoken of in the past tense." It was the palm-oil 

native brokers, who dwell between the districts 

where that article is manufactured, and the Bri­

tj"h receiving-ships at the mouth of Brass river, 

by whom these several attacks were made. 

Further, they presented a statement, made by 

Macgregor Laird, Esq., shewing the prospects of an 

increasing trade up the Niger, after an e>;perience 

of three years, by which it appeared that three 
factories had been established above the Delta of 

the Niger, viz., at Aboh, Onitsha, and at the con­

fluence of the Niger and Tshadda_ 
1IIr. Laird further records :-

"At these permanent stations the produce of the 

country has been collected and prepared for 

shipment by my European and African agents, 

and it is satisfactory to state that their lives and 

• 

• 
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property have been protected by the different 

tribes in whose territory they are located, and in 

no instance have they been subjected to insult 
• • or IDJury. 

"A free passage was offered to Missionaries of 

all denominations of the African race, and the 

Church Missionary and Wesleyan Missionary 

Societies have established Schools and Churches 
at each of these stations, to the great and mar ked 

improvement of the people. 
"The value of produce collected at these 

stations, and brought down the river, shows a 

gradual increase-
"In 1857, it realized in Liverpool .. £1800 

" 1858,,, " 2750 
" 1859,,, " 8000 to 9000. 

In the last year cotton of quality equal to that of 

the Southern States of America has been brought 

down, and as it is grown extensively on both 

banks of the river, it will form a staple article 
of export. 

"Though these sums show that the existing 

trade cannot support a steam·vessel upon the 
river, the rate of increase holds out a fair pros­

pect of its doing so in the course of another three 

or four years. The great drawback is the 

hostility of the tribes in the Delta, where the 



• 

158 MIL LAIRD'S REGULATIONS. 

river is divided into narrow and tortuous chan­
nels, where the natives are armed with cannon 

as well as musketry, and where they are en­
couraged and stimulated to prevent steamers 

ascending by the chiefs and slave-traders on the 
coast. " 

The Government, the memorialists, or Mr. 

Laird, do not seem to notice the fact that these 

muskets and cannon, with powder and shot, were 
sold to the people who used them, and sold, too, 

by the advocates of the extension of legitimate 
commerce as the best means for putting down 

the slave-trade. 

The Government granted in part the application 

of the memorialists, and the following explanation 
of Mr. Laird's regulations is extracted from the 

()ottun Supply Reporter, of August 10th in last 

year :-
H3, Mincing La.ne, London, 14th June, 1860. 

"DEAR SIR,-I have entered into an agreement 
with Her Majesty's Government to keep up a 
communication by steamers between the mouth 

of the River Niger and its confluence with the 
Chadda, for three years, commencing from the 
1st August next. 

"I engage to make, if not prevented by un­
foreseen accidents, or the hostility of the natives 
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in the Delta, three voyages annually-two as 

high as the confluence and one to Onitsha, and to 

keep a floating depot at the mouth of the river, 

which will be visited by the mail-packet monthly_ 

"It is my wish to make this arrangement avail­

able to liberated Africans returniug to their 
native countries on the banks of the Niger and 

Chadda; and in order to do so, I propose to 

charge a fixed rate of ten dollars per head for 

deck passengers of the negro race, findiug their 

own provisions, to all parts between the mouth of 

the river and the confluence, and to take goods 

for them at the rate of five pounds per ton 

weight or measurement for the river freight, and 

to anange with the African Mail Company to 

take passengers and goods from any part of the 

coast, at their printed rates of freight and pas­

sage money, in addition to the above. By this 

arrangement, the passage money from Sierra 

Leone to the Niger would be twenty dollars, 

from Lagos fifteen dollars; so that one payment 

should clear passengers or goods. 

"Passengers can only be ,'eceived under the 
conditions specified in the clause marked in the 

table of fares by the African mail-packets an­

nexed. Each adult passenger will be allowed to 

take 281bs. of personal luggage free of freight, 
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"I think the best plan to encourage this return 

of liberated Africans and their descendants, would 
be for the Church Missionary Society to form a 

committee of natives of the countries bordering 

on the Niger, residen t at Sierra Leone and Lagos 

-to select such applicants as they deem suitable 

-to send out and report to them, either per-

sonally or by letter, on the advantages and dis­

advantages of such a return to the interior; and 

if any assistance is given intended emigrants, it 

should be confined to paying their passage 
money; and I object strongly to any being 

invited to go until accounts are received of the 

safe passage of the steamer through the Delta, 

and the permanent pacification of that district, 

which I hope will be accomplished this season. 

" All persons settling on the banks of the Niger 

must clearly understand that they do so at their 
own risk, both of person and property; that they 

must conform to the laws of the country in 
which they locate themselves; and that the 

British Government does not undertake to pro­

tect them: in this respect they will be exactly in 
the position of those liberated Africans who have 
settled at Abbeokuta and other parts of the 

Y oruba country. 
" I have no doubt Mr. Crowther will send full 
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reports, on bis arrival at Onitsba, of tbe pro­

spects for emigrants returning to Central Africa 

by the Niger, to his brethren in Sierra Leone 

nnd Lagos, and I would be guided greatly by 

bis opinion. 
"It is my intention to keep tbe 'Rainbow' 

constantly on tbe river; and I am in hopes tbat 

during the dry season it may be found naviga­

ble as higb as Onitsha; and my agent will have 

orders to communicate with Her lIbjesty's 

Consul at Lagos full information as to tbe times 

when a departure will take place for the interior. 

"I remain, dear sir, yours faithfully, 

" MACGREGOR LAIRD." 

There have been so many theories advanced 

about the best mode of civilizing the negro, 

as well as of aiding him in the development 

of his country's wealth, and so many of these 

have failed to accomplish the ends for which 

they were proposed, that I confess I have DO 

plan to offer. 

Of one thing, however, 1 must confess myself 

convinced- still to adhere to tbe principle which 
I enunciated six years ago-of the impossibility 

of effecting anything permanently advantageous 

in the Niger trade without the aid of Govern­
ment in the beginning. Cash, capital, and com-

'( 



162 COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS ON THE NIGER. 

panies are very good things in most parts of the 
world, but what is their power when opposed to 

marauding bushmen and treacherous savages? 
There is no middle course in dealing with 

such people as those to be met with in the Delta 
of the Niger. 

J t seems to me an indispensable preliminary, 

for the establbhment of healthy commercial 
operations up that river, that Government 

should have a gun-bnat permanently attached to 
the service there for at least five years-that its 

first yisit should be to the town from whence the 
~hots were fired that killed the men in the" Rain­

bow" steamer-that notice should be given to 

the inhabitants to clear out in so many hours-s -
and that its huts should then be levelled to the 
ground_ This cannot be considered severe when 

it is remembered that no lives would he sacri­

ficed, and that the building materials to construct 
new houses can be gathered from the bush in a 
few hours. The "moral force" impression would 

be made, and the presence of the gun -boat 
once a-year would keep this impression, as it 

were, stereotyped. In the meantime, and during 
many months of each season, the vessel might be 
cruising about for the benefit of her crew's 
health. To facilitate the operations of traders, 
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be they natives or Europeans, I would likewise 

suggest that the Government should establish a 

steamer, say such a one as the colonial steamer 

"Dover," at Gambia, to tow up and down ships 

engaged in trading. The development of trade 

in its present condition cannot compensate any 

private individual for the expense of building 

and maintaining a steamer. This vessel should 

be commanded by a merchant sailing-master, 

paid by Government, and bound in a heavy 

penalty not to trade himself. A steamer is 

necessary to tow up all vessels against the cur­
rent of the Niger, which is always running; 

and the experience of all the steamers that have 

gone out since 18.54 (including the "Pleiad ") 

demonstrates the inexpediency of having Govern­

ment and commercial operations under one and 
the same management, more especially when 

carried on in one and the same ship. 

This tug, although armed, ought likewise to 
be fitted up in a different manner from the 

steamers of former expeditions. I do not allude 

to the disputed question of screw and paddle­

wheels, about which I do not presume to judge, 
but to an essential matter connected with the 

safety of the lives of all on board-the necessity, 

namely, of a high bulwark of metal around the 

M2 
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ship's side, to protect the men on deck from 

being shot down as the two poor fellows were in 

the S.S. "Rainbow." 

The passenger traffic of native emigrants and . 

missionaries from Sierra Leone ought to be con­

fined to such vessel. 

The men who theorize on the certainty of 

anti·slave-trade treaties and the cessation of the 

slave-trade leading to the dev~lopment of Africa's 

industrial resources, seem to me to be as much spe­

cial reasoners in the matter as Mr. Jameson in his 

pamphlet, inferring that the palm-oil trade became 

developed in a larger increasing ratio when its 

production was concurrent with the slave-export. 

The two conditions have no relation to one 

another except on the post "oc ergo propter 
"oc principle. We require to go deeper into the 

social condition of the African races to find out 

why for the last twenty years the pahn-oil produce 

in all the rivers has been at a comparative 

standstill. We should study the lax industry 

which is such a prominent characteristic of the 

Ethiopian race; and, above all, we should inquire 

how much their domestic life, their superstitious 

sacrifices, and their civil contentions have to do 

with the stagnation of their commerce. To my 

own knowledge, intestine broils, chiefly with the 
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interior tribes, have tended so to reduce the 

amount of palm-oil produce in Bonny, as to 

make the proceeds of 1859 three thousand tons 

less than those of 1856. 

In addressing the audience of the Mechanics' 

Institute at Manchester, during the past year, 

Sir John Bowring observed :-" He looked with 

some doubt and hesitation at the powers of 

Africa. He had lived among the blacks, and did 

not find in them the elements of industry to 

which he should look for a large production." 

A generalization of this kind might be regarded 

with distrust, did it not emanate from a man 

with large powers of observation, and were 

it not confirmed by what I have remarked. 
Let me not be misunderstood. I condemn no 

man's idea about what he thinks the best means 

of civilizing the African, or of investing his capi­

tal to profitable account. An eminent barrister, Sir 

J. Stephen, I believe, once advanced a plan for 
draining the Delta of the Niger, and converting 

its reclaimed acres into a model garden. I do 

not censure this. But I claim the right of enter· 

taining a doubt as to its possibility, wben I know 

that white men could not accomplish such a work, 

as its execution would take them off in death by 

thousands; and I know eqnally well that black 
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men would not do it, whatever reward they 

were offered. This is entirely apart from 
the possibility of accomplishing such a work by 

any human means, in which I confess I have 

no faith. 

The plan proposed a few years back, by some 
gentleman in London, whose name I forget-" to 
cultivate the Sahara, and render England inde­

pendent of the world for her cotton, coffee, tea 
aud sugar "-may have appeared to its author 

very feasible. His design was to establish a 
joint-stock company, and to commence operations 

by constructing an aqueduct from the Senegal 
river to lake Tshad, or more probably vice ver­

sa. Shrubs were to be planted-the ground of 
the desert was to be watered with watering-pots 

-and meteorology was expected to induce some 
change of climate out there that was to cause 
rain to fall-and thus, making the desert pro­

ductive, to render England independent of the 

world." 
On Mr. Jameson's proposal to form a company 

for the development of the Central Mrican trade 
through the Cross river to the Niger, I have II 

few observations to make. 
Without reference to the malarious swamps on 

the banks, he seems not to be aware of the ob-
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stacles existing up the Cross river, similar to 

those on the Delta of the Niger and at Bonu y 

-the ferocity of the natives towards one 

another, and the probability of their extending 

this spirit to those Europeans with whom they 

may come in contact. The tribe occupying the is­

land of Bosan, in the centre of the stream, have 

not permitted those of the Akoono-Koono district 

to pass by, for more than twelve years, with their 

palm-oil produce; and thus a yearly damage to a 

great extent is done to the market at Old Kala­

bar. 
The great mistake in the plans for civilizing the 

negro seems to be that the designers forget that 
it is next to impossible to apply anyone mode 

of action to all tribes, and that it is inexpedi­

ency to endeavour to assimilate their undeve­

loped ideas to ours, instead of bringing our higher 

reasoningfacultiestothedevelopmentandimprove­

ment of theirs. However sensible and true may be 

the obsermtion of Captain Allen·-" that no un­
dertaking formed by private individuals for pur­

poses purely commercial can prosper in the interior 

of Africa "-nevertheless the plan of including 

a bazaar, with a government house, hospital, and 

barracks, seems to IDe to border much on the 

• .. Expedition to the Niger.1I Bentley} 1848. 'fol} ii.} page 434. 

• 
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chimerical. Our knowledge of the peculiarities of 

each tribe should teach us that a like mode of 

conduct is not applicable to all. 

To develop the industrial resources of Mrica, 

by teaching her children how to cultivate cotton 

and coffee, and to increase the manufacture of 

palm-oil, seems to me the first step. It is a ques­

tion worth the consideration of the legislative 

councils of our colonies in Western Africa, if the 

encouragement of the pawning system· would 

forward this object; but if private or Government 

enterprise can do nothing better towards the 

civilization of Africa, than what it has done up 

to this time-namely, making rum and guns and 

powder our chief articles of export in exchange 

for native produce they cannot hope that the 

barbarous tribes of Ethiopia will be much more 

advanced in comfort or civilization a century 

hence than they are at the present time . 

• Vide Chapter 1. 



169 

CHAPTER XI. 

Despotic Government in the Palm-oil Ri"ers-Pilolage and Trad­
ing CorneYI' at Brass, New Kalabar, and Bonny-Corumence­
ment of Trouble3 in Bonny all the Dethronement of Kmg 
Pepple-New Articles to Treaty in January, 1854, constituting 
Dappo King-Abolition of Trading made imperative on the 
part of the Governing Uead in Bonny-Prohibition of Chop­
ping Oil, or of going to War-Establishment of Quadruple Re­
gency-Causes of the Inefficiency of such a Form of Government 
-Proved by the Experience of Five Years-No Foundation for 
King Pepple's Claims 011 the Britbh Government for Indemnity 
-Fact of his Dethronement emanating from his own People­
British Authorities having DO Power to nominate or reinstate a 
King in an Airicall Neutral Territory-Letter to the Bonny 
Supt:rcargoes. 

THE principles of native government, which 

exist amongst all the tribes on tbe banks of the 

palm-oil rivers, are purely despotic. 

At Brass the governing power is divided 

between Keyab, bead of tbe Obullumabry dis­

trict, nephew of the late King Boy, and 

Orishima, a nephew of tbe late King Jacket, 
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who holds the reins over the Bassambry terri· 
tory. 

The trade regulations enjoin the payment of 

sixteen pieces of cloth, or eighty bars of other 
merchandize, for the pilotage of vessels entering 

and proceeding up this river; and for vessels 

leaving the river twenty pieces of cloth, or a 
hundred bars of other merchandize. 

The " corney" for vessels coming here for 

trading purposes is at the rate of one puncheon's 
worth of palm-oil, reduced to British goods, 

paid for each mast carried by a ship. 

Besides this, there exists another corney in the 

shape of a bar levied by the supercargo on every 

puncheon of palm-oil brought for sale. This 

is of course out of the property of the man who 
owns the palm·oil, and is expected to be levied 

in behoof of the monarch by the British 
trader. 

Amongst these governing heads there does 
not exist the same open daring spirit of defiant 

opposition to British influence which we recog­

nize in Dahomey, Ashantee, and elsewhere. 
As in Bonny and Kalabar, a spirit of commercial 

elevation is rising here amongst certain men, 
which exercises the same commanding influ­

ence in the councils of the people that the al-
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mighty dollar does in other parts of the world. For 

example, Keya and Orishima are held with a sort 

of curb by the native palm-oil traders, who urge 

themin "palaver" debates to expend theircomey 

in settling disputes tbat may in any way tend to 

intercept tbe communication with the interior 

palm-oil markets of the Bra's brokers. The 

house of Gun, which divided the sovereignty 

with Boy for some time after the death of its 

head, kept tbe latter in check, till Keya, on the 

sudden death of Amanga (a descendant of Gun's), 

came in to be undi,;puted ruler. 

By one of the provisions of their native code for 

the regulation of trading with white men, it is 

enacted, "that long detentions having heretofore 

occurred in trade, and much angry feeling having 
been excited in the natives' minds from the de­

struction by white men (in their ignorance of the 

superstitions and customs of the country) of a 

certain species of boa-constrictor that visits the 

cask-houses, and which is 'ju-ju' or sacred to 

the Brass men, it IS hereby forbidden to all 

British subjects to destroy or harm any such 

snake; but they are required, Oll finding any of 

these reptiles on their premises, to give notice 
to the chief man in Twa, who is to come and 

. " remove It away. 

• 
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The chiefs of Brass district are the only ones 
in either the Bight of Benin or of Biafra with 

whom no anti-slave-trade treaty has been entered 

into. Nevertheless, no foreign export of slaves 
is carried on from this any more than from the 

other rivers, whose chiefs have been paid by our 

Government an indemnity for its suppression. 

Up New Kalabar river King Amacree may be 

said to be the undisputed reigning head, although 
held in check socially by the superstitious 

tomfoolery of a j u -j u king, named Akoko 
(the death of one of these potentates is re­

corded elsewhere); and commercially by a family 
named Barboy, who are first-class traders, 

and believed by some persons to have a 

preswnptive right to the monarchy of New 

Kalabar. 
The adoption of the principle of free-trade in 

these places would appear to me very unjust, 
inasmuch as the native brokers are obliged to 
pay corney at all the native towns by which 

they pass in conveying palm-oil from the interior 
markets. In all the rivers of the Bights, how­
ever, the subject of the abolition of "comey ,. 

has been mooted from time to time. 
In New Kalabar and Bonny, as well as at 

Brass, there existed for a considerable time 

• 
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what was styled the" Bar corney." This was a 

customs duty, independent of the ordinary port 

dues. The trader who was entitled to receive 

this corney was one to whose family sway the 

other native traders were subservient; and it was 

levied at the rate of one bar per puncheoh for all 

the oil going on board any ship. To ensure 

accuracy in the payment of this duty, a small 

boy was generally placed in the vessel to keep 

tally. 

It was frequently collected by the super­

cargo for the native trader to whom it was due; 

and occasionally the supercargo made a contract 

in the gross for an amount of about five pun­

cheons worth of palm oil as the total of the 

trading voyage. 
It was the commencement of a troublesome 

crisis in the social and commercial history of 

Bonny when King Dappo was constituted as the 

legitimate successor to the deposed king Pepple, 
The clauses of this nomination act were agreed to 

in Bonny Equity Court House, on 23rd January, 

1854, and ratified by Consul Beecroft, in presence 
of Lieut. C. H. Young, commanding H.M.S.S. 

"Antelope," and a number of native traders. The 

very first article embodies ideas directly opposed 

to all principles of African government. It pro-
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hibits the new king fl'om trading directly, or in­

directly (by giving trust to Bonny men); it al­

lows to him for his support two· thirds of the 

corney of every ship coming to trade in the 

ril'er, applying the other third to meet the ex­

igencies of the country; each party also con­

tributing sufficient for the support of Pepple out 

of their shares, provided he is not possessed of 

sufficient means of his own. By one of its pro­

yisions it allots a puncheon of oil as a reward to 
any person who shall give information respecting 

any breach, on the part of his majesty, of the 

agreement by which he is bound not to tradee­

thus placillg bim under the constant surveillance 
of spies who are paid for giving information 

touching his delinquencies. 
Seizing oil for debts, and the imprisonment ot 

traders fcr the same reason, were abolished by 
these regulations. 

The other clauses of this code ordained that 

the king or chief should not go to war 

with neighbouring tribes without informing 
the supercargoes of the reason and necessity 
for so doing; and that he should pay his 

debts before heginning any aggres.ive war' 
fare: of course an exception was made in cnse of 
a war for self·defence. The headmen, officers, 
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and slaves of the deposed king were allowed to 

trade, whilst Yanibo and Isbaca-two adherents 

of Pepple's house-were from tbat time forward to 

be considered chiefs of Bonny, and to take their 

place accordingly. 

Twelve months passed away, and showed the 

transitory nature of empire in Bonny, as in other 

parts of the world. During that year king Dap­

po died, and Consul Beecroft also was called 

to his last account. 

Dappo having left no successor, save an infant, 

it was considered necessary for the orderly go­

vernment of the country to constitute a regency; 
and accordingly this form of executive, though 

somewhat after the model of the provisional go­
vernmentin France, was ordained, pursuantto the 

follmving declaration :-

"Whereas, in consequence of the death of king 

Dappo, of this river, it has become necessary to 
establish a regency until an beir shall become of 

age, for the government of the country, and the 

protection of British interests-and for the fulfil­

ment of the existing treaties, slave-trade and com­

mercial-we do hereby nominate, appoint, and 

empower the undermentioned chiefs to act as and 

constitute that regeIJcy, viz :-
" ANNE PEPPLE. CAPTAIN HART. 

ADA ALLISOK. MANILLA PEPPLE. 
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" The last of these four chiefs, Manilla Pepple, 

in all cases consulting with Bannego and Oko 

J umbo, two gentlemen of the river. 

HIYe, therefore, empower these chiefs, constitut­

ing that regency, to act as rimy be required of 

them for the good government of the country; 

and that all British subjects will abide by the 

requests or decisions of such regency, and refer 

all matters or questions of dispute to them. 

" Given under our hands, on board Her Britan­

nic Majesty's Ship' Philomel,' lying in the river 

Bonny, this 11th day of September, 1855. 

H J. W. B. LYNSLAGER, 
"Acting British Consu]. Bight of BiafrR.. 

"JOlIN McD. SKENE, 
"Commander of n .B.M. tR Steam-vessel' Philomel,' 

and Senior Officer, Bigbts Division." 

The experience of five years has taught the 

British as well as the native traders that this 

government has been no more than a mockery 

and delusion, its paternal care of the country, and 

its protective guardianship over British life and 

property, being alike deceptive. The four Regents, 

so styled, were the representative heads of four 

houses, which never lived in amity or unanimity ; 

they had their little jealousies of trade as well as 

their domestic social bickerinl(s; they took the 
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('Ollll'y, but never joined ill concert to expend it for 

obtaining peace in their own immediate circle, or 

in the interior country markets; consequently 

ci"il war was ever rife around and about them, 

3S there existed in the Bonny territory no strong­

handed man like Pepple to put down such dis­

turbances, leading to an immense loss of British 

prnl'crty, by the mastery of physical force. For, 
nfter all, it is sad to be obliged to confess that 

dbl'otism is the only form of go\'ernmmt which 

is calculated to pre'erve law and order in the 
[lre'€llt social degradation of the n'1tive Africans. 

EYen the mobocra,,),, who obliged the Regents 

to do as they plcased, became at length anxious 

for Pepple's return. Combined as they were of so 

many comfiictillg parties, representing the four 
hOllse" they distrlbted one another, and conse­

'iuently were afraid of lDaking unanimous appeal. 
A ('i"j] war in the town of BOllny, which had 

occnrrerl just after Dappo's death, and which had 

obliged Yaniba and Itschaca to seek for shelter at 

Fernando 

peuimellt. 
old wh('n 

Po, lDay have been a moral force im­

Dappo's son was ouly three years 

his father died; and as a long time 

would intervene before he could asmme the 

go\'erllment of the country, the people wished for 

P"Pl'k', return. 



178 COMMEllCIAL TllEATY WITH BONNY. 

But although all Pepple's followers were 

exterminated in the last civil war, and although 

during his reign the majority of the inhabitants 

acknowledged Dappo to have been the lawful heir 

to the throne, they privately urged the super­

cargoes to apply to me, to aid in Pepple's re­
turn. 

It will be observed that this application, com­

ing as if from the supercargoes themselves, could 

not have the support of Her Majesty's govern­

ment. I pointed out to them, according to the 

additional articles to the commercial treaty with 

Bonny, signed on the 23r<1 of January, 1854, 

in presence of Consul Beecroft and Commander 

Young, that the native chiefs and traders were 

the only persons whose names were signed to 

that document-that they had exerci,ed their 

national prerogative to depose Pepple and elect 

Dappo as king-and that it was their prescriptiye 

right to do so. r likewise gave it as my opinion 

to the supercargoes, that no British subjects, 

whether they bear Her lIJaje,ty's commission or 

not, have authority to supersede, nominate, or 

reinstate an African potentate at the head of 

his tribe or country in any place outside British 

ten·itory, without the consent of the people who 

are hi, constituent,. The law of nations defined 
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1.y ~ronte,quieu to be "founded upon justice, 

<,quity, convenience, and the reason of tbe thing," 

i, directl.r opposed to our taking upon ourseh'es 
any sucb prerogative as a benefit to our commer­

cial interests. Were we to take it upon ourselves 

to nominate Pepple as king, and did scenes of 

blooo"hed ensue, such as tbose of late occurrence, 

the consequences to our h'ade, as well as to our 

feelings of hUlUanity, would be disastrous. 

Supposinrr such calamitous occurrences did 
not result, no French or American trader coming 

here need obey tbe ordinance of a man placed in 

power by British authority. There were other 

trifling contingencies, too, that seemed to put 
out of question the possibility of Pepple's return­

ing to assnme the position of a governing mon­
arch; namely, tbat he owned no canoe~, possessed 
no house 01' property in Bonny, and had not one 

single adherent of his family at that place. 

I <leem it my dnty to explain here the want 

of foundation in Pepple's claims on the British 
Goyernment for compensation, with reference to 

the fnct of his being deposed from the sove­

reignty. 
Pepple applied to Mr. Beecroft," after he had 

• Yidl' .Tournal, enclosure No 1, in Slave-trade 48, February 

20th, 1854; Class B, AprillBt to .March 31st, 1855. 
• 

N2 
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been deposed, requesting that he might he taken to 

Fernando Po, to be there under his protection. 

In his letter to IIII'. Beecroft, dated Clarence, 

7 th of June, 18.54, he writes :-

"Your being Her Majesty's representative 

here led me throw myself into your hands, to 

come to Fernando Po; " anu a letter from all the 

chiefs and traders in the river Bonny, ,,,hich 

was written to Mr. Beecroft previous to his "isit 

in Her Majesty's ship" Antelope," 19th of Janll­

ary, 1854, announced: "We accordingly declared 

him no longer king."" Consequently IIIr. Bee­

croft had nothing to do with removing him from 
his sovereignty. His proceeding to Sierra Leone 

from Ascension, and from Sierra Leone to Eng­

land, was neither carried out nor sanctioned 

through the instrumentality or with the con­

sentof Her IIIajesty's Government; therefore, send­

ing him back again to Bonny, even if he should 

comply with the wishes of his people (conveyed 

indirectly through the British supercargoes), is 

a matter in which all those most nearly con­

cerned should take the primary steps of providing 

for the expense of the voyage, of securing peace 

to his country, and of assuring protection to 

Bri tish in terests . 

• Vide enclosur,> No, 2, ill Sla\'e·trade 48, uf ""fr. 
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I subjoin a letter of thanks which I presumed 

to give five years ago to the Bonny supercar­

goes, joined with some opinions on their trading 

transactions. I do this because the princi pies 

contained therein are equally applicable to other 

trading communities :-

n Briti~h Consulate, Fernando Po, 
It April 24th, lA56 . 

.. To the Chairman and Members of the 
Court of Equity, BODny. 

"GE)<TLEMEN,--Your kind and courteous let­

ter, J'laccd in my hand as I was about to leave 

Bonny in H.1LS.S. 'Bloodhouud,' on the 10th 

iust., I had not the opportunity to reply to and 

thank you for till now. 

"Believe me when I assure you that, al­

though I cannot feel conscious of meriting, in the 

slightest degree, tbe high compliments paid to 

me in that letter, the reception of such an honour 

fmm the representath-es of the merchant princes 

of Liverpool will ever be duly appreciated by 

mc. 11y duty to my Government and my 

country cannot fail to be kept before my mind 

by such approbation, and when I remember the 

source whence it comes from-' gentlemen who 

are fil"t UlllOllg the fir,t' of Africau traders-the 

pleasure and gratification of it are doubly en­

hanced_ 
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"Although yet but a neophyte in consular 

duties, and much the junior in years of the 

majority of members of your court, I trust you 

will not consider I am overstepping the bounds 

of my duty in giving you my opinion of some 

matters relative to your Equity Court. 

"I wish the Bonny Equity Court to be con­

sidered the model after which institutions of its 

kind are formed in the Bight of Biafra. There 

are many reasons why this ought to be so, and 

which are unnecessary for me to explain now. 

In order to keep it worthy of imitation, it 

should be a Court of Justice, in the amplest 

meaning of the word; and it ought to be an 

institution for the protection of your own in­

terests as traders, for the generation and nurture 

of amity amongst your body, as well as for the 

endeavour to establish a feeling of confidence 

between the native traders and yourselves in 

commercial matters. I say commercial matters, 

because I believe that a great deal of inj ury may 

arise from the supercargoes meddling in any 

way in the social laws, prejudices, or customs of 

the natives. 
c, When you remember that thirty years ago 

fairs were held in Bonny for the sale of slaves 

once or twice a·week-and when you know that, 
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from July 18.54 to July 1855, above si. .. "teen 
thousand tons of oil have been sent from this 

and New Kalabar rivers to Linrpool, YOll will 

consider that, in such a short space of time, it is 

very hard to expect of the people the growth of 

their knowledge in the morale of civilization to 

proceed pnri passu with that of tbeir nascent con­

sciousne" a, to how advantageou to their coun­
try's intere-t, are becoming their relations with 

Great Britain. This is their fir.t-acquired 

l~arnillg; and you know as well as I do that 

civilization i, in no part of the world the growth 

of a single day. Moreoyer, you are aware, as I 

have recognized it on my late vi.it to Bonny, 
that the slave,;-men of that class which was 

formerly the market commodity there-are grow­

ing up to know that they have as much liberty 
to trade a, the head men. 

"Knowledge such as this will, I have no 
doubt, eventually cause re,-olutions in the prill­

cipal African kingdoms; and you will find it 

cannot be for your interests in the slightest 
degree to interfere with any of the social strug­

gles that such a changing condition of affairs is 
likdy to lead to, mixed up as they will doubtless 

be with their ancient follies, superstitiom, and 

brlltalities. 



-
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J 84 STATION FOR A MAN-OF-WAR_ 

"I would not presume to Wl'ite to you thus, 

but that I feel confident you will take my 

opinions as they are intended-not as implying 

the presumption of offering advice, but as mere 

grounds for your own cogitation and reflection. 

"r quite agree with you that nothing would 

conduce gO materially to tbe prosperity of tbe 

Bight of Biafra trade as a mau-of- war placed here 

at my disposal for frequent visits to the rivers 

within my jurisdiction. I am sending your 

letter home to Lord Clarendon; and I have 

every confidence that when the war is terminated, 

and his lordship can turn his attention to Africa, 

the condition of this part of the world will not 

be neglected. 
"Accept each of you individually my best 

wishes for yom' health, happiness, and pros­

perity; and believe me, geutlemen, you,- obe­

di en t servant, 
"TIIos. J. HUTCHINSON, 

U H.B.M.'s Consul." 

• 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Commercial Dealings in the Palm-oil Rivers-The N:ltive.~· Distrust 
of European TraIlers-ReV". Jam!!;:; Martineau all the Cycle of 
Credit - Indiscriminate Trust gl"en by the Supercargoes 
at Old Ka1abar-Lettel' of Sir J. Emerson Tennant to African 
M~:rcha.nts at Liveq.ool-Limit-Cli Trust Recommended, COUl­

men::.urate with the Annual Produ('e of the River-Suggci>tion of 
R(lopting the Hulk. System-Opinion of Government on the AI· 
l,itrary Conduct of SUl'crcargoe;; in Old Kalabar-Advice given 
to the Supercargoes of their Trust being a mere SpecuJation­
System of Chopping: Oil-Adoption of Native Laws. for Reeo­
"cry of J E:bta-Presellt Codo of Commercial regulations up the 
Old Kalabar-Author's Attempt to improve them-With Copy 
(If Advice to Supercargoes. 

ALl. men who take an interest in the commercial 

probity of the Briti,h nation will regret to see 

,uch (\ paragraph as the following, endorsed by 

one who has reason to know its truth :-

" Next to the abolition of the marts for slaves in 

Cuba, we believe that legitimate commerce, ca;rried 

011 by honest agents, and on an equitable system, 

• 
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is the one thing needful to extirpate the heinous 

practice of bartering human beings. Before this 

can be introduced, however, a complete chanl!;e 

must come over the spirit of modern commercial 

enterprise with the African coast. Trade, as now 

carried on to that region, is not conducted on the 

principles of fair dealing, if we are to credit the 

accounts which reach us from those who are on 

the spot, and have abundant opportlUlity of judg­

ing. I·lence has risen a spirit of distrust on the 

part of the African traders towards Europeans, 

which, though it may not, and in fact does not stop 

trade, considerably impedes its development, and 

operates prej udicially in other respects. In no 

direction does it do this more than in causing the 

coast chiefs to prefer the old trade in slaves to any 

other, for at least they have an appreciation of the 

market value of arnan, at anygiventime; wl).ereas 

the market-value of a cask of palm-oil not only 

varies with the coming of every ship, but de­

pends on the conscientiousness of the trader. 

We can assert, on authority, that were legitimate 

trading prosecuted on equitable principles, the 

coast trade would speedily augment to at least 

two-fold its present extent."" 

The trust system has been the cause of all this 

• Anti-Slavery Repol-ter, Apl'ilIst, 1856. 
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-a system having no foundation on any princi­

ples like those laid down in a "Discourse upon 

Commercial Morals," hy tbe Rev. James lilaI" 

tinean, in which he says:-

"Credit is essentially a reliance upon charac­

ter during the currency of a transaction; and 

with the cycle of the transaction it should ever 

be susceptible of close. Restrained within these 

limits, the mere existeuce of incomplete and un­

realised transactions constitutes no offence against 

the apostle's precept, provided the valance sheet 
which records them be at every moment unambigu­
ously ri,gM, and he reviewed at intervals too short 

for danger to creep in. This is the one point on 

wbich the question of integrity surely turns. And 

here it is tbat, to the eye of the mere outward 

obselTer, the modern notions of honour seem to 

be in danger of deplorable decline. There ought 

to he no difference on these questions hetween 

the invariable sentiment of tbe Christian mora­

list and the feeling of the man of business. But 
in the r(]pid ea:pansiofl of relation.< and the haste of 
human affairs practices slide insensibly in£O existence, 

and get a footing as usages, before any conscience 
has time to estimate t!tem; and when they have won 
the sanction of prescription, they soon shape con­
sciences to suit them, and laugh at the moral cl'itic 



188 LA .. "\:ITY OF CO~mERCIAL PRINCIPLE. 

as a simpleton, rind hurry on to the crash of social 
retribution. ,. 

The clash of retrihution in financial losses has 

not yet come to all, though it has to some; and 

tbe continuance of this laxity of commercial 

principle has been productive of worse results to 

trade than T would venture to describe. 

From the first day of my official connexion 

with the rivers in the Bight of Biafra-more 

especially with one, .the Old Kalabar-I endea­

voured to impress on the representatives of Bri­

tish merchallts the wrong of tbeir resorting to 

native law for the recoyery of debts which in 

their extent so far outraged the cycle of healthy 

commerce. Common sense should have taught 

them, as well as the merchants at borne, the 

difficulty of loading ten thousand tons of ship­

ping-an amount of tonnage frequently tqere­

in a river whose annual produce has never been 

know"n to exceed three thousand tons of palm­

oil. The recommendation which I gaye, ,,-jth a 

view to cbeck the growing spirit of discontent 

and distrust amongst them, is well couveyed in 

the following letter sent by the Board of Trade 

to the African Association at Liverpoo~ which I 

have received liberty from tbe Right Honourable 

the Lords' Committee of PI'i,-y Council for Trade 

to insert here;-

• 
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.. Office of Committee of Privy-Council for Trade, 
(I Wbitehnll , 28th of May. 1857. 

" SIR, -lam di rected by the Lords of the 

Committee of Privy· Council for Trade to invite 

(through the instrumentality of your Associa­

tion) the earnest attentiou of the merchants inte-
• 

rested in tbe trade of the west coast of Africa to 

the state of things that exists tbere at the presen t 

moment; and to the danger that, if the trade car­

ried on with the natives be not speedily placed 

on a more legitimate and sounder footing, the 

development of the resources of that region, 

which is now seriously retarded, may be ulti­

matelycbecked, and a lucrative commerce, suscep-
• 

tible of infinite exten,ion, may eventually decline, 

or be altogether withdrawn from European en­

terprioe. 
"Complaints are received by Her Britannic 

Majesty's Secretary of State, by nearly every 
mail from the African coast, against tbe 

arbitrary and unjmt proceeclings of the British 

supercargoes towards the native chiefs and 
trader:;-of violence to their persons, and the 

forcible detention of their goods; and there is 
reason to apprehend that, ruined by their share 

in their transactions, or disheartened and dis· 

gusted by an ocoupation in which they do not 

• 
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find ultimate advantage, these native dealers are 

occasionally driven to abandon peaceful and 

industrious pursuits, and betake themselves 

again to civil anarchy and the slave·trade. 

"Without ascribing this discouragement 

wholly to one cause, my lords cannot doubt that 

it is attributable in a great degree to the system 

of excessive credits, on which, at the present, 

the barter with the Mrican middle· traders is 

mainl? carried on by the repre~entatives of 

British houses in the Kalabar, Kameroons, and 

other rivers of IV e tern Africa. 

"To so great an extent is this acted upon, that 

Her Majesty'sconsul for the Bight ofBiafra, writing 
• 

to the Secretary of State on the 21st of February 

last, states that it has been represented to him 

that at that moment from nine to eleven thou· 

sand tons of palm-oil were due by the native 

traders in one single river, the Old Kalabar, 

where the annual produce does not exceed one 

third of that quantity. Thus, in a single district 

the entire. produce of three prospective years 

would be absorbed to discharge the obligations 

of one. 
"This alone is a serious consideration in the 

case of an uncivilized people unable to resist the 

temptation of excessive credit in the first in-

• 
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stance; and afterwards impelled, rather than 

discharge engagements of such old standing, to 
convert their availahle goods to their OW11 imme­

diate profit, to the disregard of their creditors' 
claims. 

"Bnt to this dishonest course the natives feel 

themselves impelled by another consideration, 

which, however indefensihle in itself, is still snffi­

cient in their eyes to justify evasion. 

"The prices at w hi ch Eu ropean arti cles are pressed 

upon them in the first instance are unnecessarily 

exorbitant, in order to admit of a profit to the 

British adventurer, who thus intrusts his pro­

perty to a nati"l"e about to set off to the interior 

in ,earch of African produce, with which, after 

a lap,e of one or two years, he mayor may not 

return to discharge his debts. The only security 

of which the supercargo can avail himself in 

such circumstances i, to place so high a nominal 
yalue on the goods which he advances, as may 

protect his employers again,t partial default, and 

COYer not only the risk but the actual cost of 

shipping long detained in the rivers to await the 
return~ from the speculative investments, with 

all the incidental charges for interest of money, 
insurance, depreciation, commission, wages, and 

uutlay on the crews. It is not to be wondered 

• 
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tbat the native debtor, aware of the disad vaDta­

geous terms on wbich he had originally contracted 

his engagement, on returning to the coast, and 
bringing with him the articles collected during 

his long circuit in the interior, sbould hesitate to 

deliver them to tbe creditor, and should yield to 

the bait of better terms offered by a ri "'tl Euro­

pean agent. 

" Such a system of comparatively unlimited 

credits, by tempting tbe native into debt, fosters 

the tendency to dishonesty in him; whilst the su­

percargo, for the assertion of his 01\"11 right, finds 

himself in a condition to resort to force-and 

force which may appear ostensibly justifiable un­

der such circumstances is apt to extend itself to 

other cases in "hich justice is less colourable; and 

the system degenerates into habitual frand on 

the olle hand, and systematic violenc~ on the 

other. In such a struggle it mnst be obviolls 

that legitimate trade cannot long endure; and it 

has already been represented to Hcr ~Iajesty's 

Governmellt that cil-i] commotions, wbich fre­

quently agitate the coast and threaten destruction 

to European as well as to native life and proper­

ty, are probably encouraged by men rendered 
desperate by unsuccessful dealings with Euro­

peans, who hope to escape in the confusion; and 

-
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that such individuals eventually betake them· 

selves to a life of turbulence and slaving. 

"With a view to apply a check to the further 

growth of this system, it has been pressed on the 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that it will 

be expedient to bring back the system of trading 

in the AU'ican rivers to a sounder and more Ie· 

gitimate condition, by calling the attention of 

tho,e interested to the propriety of greatly con­

tracting the prese1Jt facilities of creclit between 

their supercargoes and the natiyes dealers. The 

Conoul of Biafra suggests, with this view, tbat in 

his opinion the best plan whel!eby the mercbants 

of Liverpool embarked in the African trade can 

extricate themseh'es from the probability of se­

rious losses is by in"tructing tbeir supercargoes 

(and rendering it incumbent on them to obey 
these instructious), not to give out more than a 

certain amount of tI'll,t, in proportion to tbe 

yearfy produce and the amollnt of tonnage in the 

rivers; and tbat tbey sbould make it a general 
rule, that where an alIlount of oil is .rought to 

a ship for sale, at least one·thi,.d of it should he 

placed to the creclit of the old account, and the 
remainder paid for in goods on delivery. 

"Mr. Hutchinson is further of opinion, that 'to 

avoid competition between two agents of one 

o 
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house, the hulk system, as adopted by Messrs. Hors­

fall, in BraRs and Kalabar, Kameroons and Bon­

ny, would be far the best; because common 

sense should teach that a single vessel on shore 

would be a much more profitable investment 

than sending out four vessels in charge of two 

different supercargoes-if from no other reason 

than the saving of expense of insurance, of offi­

cers' and seamen's wages, and of the wear and 

tear of the ships.' These recommendations, ema­

nating from a gentleman of ~ir. Hutchinson's ex­

perience and opportunities of observation, appear 

to my lords eminently worthy of the attention of 

the merchants interested in the African trade; 

and their adoption would probably remove one 

source to which the evils adverted to are very dis­

tinctly to be traced. 

"I have, at the same time, been instructed to 
iutimate that measures will be taken to control 

the violent conduct so frequently exhibited by 

supercargoes in the African rivers, that addi­

tional powers will be conferred for this purpose, 

and that Her Majesty's Government will rely on 

the great mercantile houses interested in the 

development and permanent prosperity of the 

Mrican trade, to co-operate with them, and, by 

their legitimate authority over their agents on 

\ 
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those rivers, to put an end to those practices 
which have hitherto prejudiced lawful com­

merce, and hereafter, if not checked, to be pro­

ductive of still more serious evil.-I am, &c., 

(Signed) " J. EMERSON TENNANT. 

,. The ecretary to the Associa.tion of Merchants 

"Trading to the W est of Africa, Liverpool." 

On more than one occasion I have felt obliged 

to tell the British supercargoes in Old Kalabar, 

that" they did not seem to me to know that trade 

on all Mrican rivers, where trust is given, can 

be regarded only as a speculation, inasmuch as 

there exists no international code of commerce be­
tween Great Britain and these countries, where­

by they might be enabled to recover their debts 

by civil jurisdiction. The moral force of a can· 
sul, aided by the physical power of a man-of~war, 

could not be applied to this purpose. And where 

a supercargo, as was often the case, had recouftie to 
a custom of the country in seizing one man's goods, 

or imprisoning one man's person, for a debt due 

by another, it put aside the possibility of a 

remonstrance on the consul's part for the pay­

ment of a debt. For such a step as this was 

but the precursor of lawlessness, in leading the 
other supercargoes (deprived for the time of 

o 2 
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the captured man's trade) to urge the native 

traders to reprisal." 

This system of seizing, or, as 

"chopping," a trader or his 

part of the Egbo institution. 

it was entitled, 

palm·oil was a 

On no part of 

the coast was moral force more of a "farce" 

than up this river. To gather together the con­

flicting temperaments of the Kalabar super­

cargoes, and amalgam:tte them into unanimity of 

action, was a task more than Herculean. And 

as long as the system of unlimited trust continues 

to be followed-as long as recourse is had to 

native laws whilst the merchants of England 

send an amount of tonnage quadrupling the an­

nual amount of the country's produce--so long it 

will not be possible to make commerce in that river 

what honest trade ought to be everywhere. The 

existing statute, by which the by-laws and regula­

tions for trading matters between the British su­

percargoes and the natiYeswere settled, was agreed 

to at a conference held on board the ship" Africa," 

Captain Cuthbertson, lying off Duketown, 

Old Kalabar, on the 17th of April, 1852. It 
was ratified by Consul Beecroft, then on an 

official visit to the river in H.M.S.S. "Blood­

hound." Amongst its provisions one is, that the 

" comey" (or custom bar), levied at the rate of 

• 
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twenty coppers per registered ton, be paid in the 

proportion of two-thirds to King Eyo, and one­

third to King Duke Ephraim-the former being 

the head potentate of Creek town, as well as the 

most extensive trader in the country, and the 

latter being chief over Duketown. 

The fourth article of this statute, which enjoins 

that compulsory trust be abolished, and that 

supercargoe. be allowed to pmchase oil if brought 

alongside, wa. pelfectl y useless; as well on ac­

count of the large amount of trust which stood 

in the hauds of the native traders, as from the 

fact that the new arrivals in the river found it 

inIpossible to buy oil without giving credit. If 
a natiye trader were courageous enough to venture 

to a ship with the view of selling his oil, it was 

sure to be "chopped" in its progress before a.rriv­

ing at its origioal destina.tion. This system led 

to mutual distrust amongst the supercargoes, the 
• 

most prominent symptom of which was, that the 

treaty made by Consul Beecroft was broken in 

some of its mo.t important provisions before the 

vessel wbich bore him had crossed the river bar 

on her return to Fernando Po. 
The fifteenth article, which provided that 

"should any person take trust from any vessel, 

and be unable to pay his debts, his house and 

• 

• 

• 
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property should be forfeited and sold by the king 

and duke," was equally unavailing; for each trader 

being in debt to ,everal supercargoes, of course 

none would be satisfied to let the house and pro­

perty of a man be sold for the payment of a single 

contract. 

When I visited this river in September, 1856, 

on board ILM.S.S. "Myrmidon," I tried to make 

stronger the ties of friendship between the native 

and British traders, by suggesting a few additions 

to their by-laws, and proposing that they should 

open an equity court for mutual protection and 

the cultivation of mutual amenities. At this 

time several natives of Kalabar, who had been 

formerly sold out of this country as slaves, and 

who had been emancipated as well as educated at 

Sierra Leone, were sent down here by the Rev. Mr. 

J ones of the Fouraboh Grammar School, no doubt 

in the praiseworthy hope that, returning to the 

" Jerusalem of their younger days," they would 

spread the blessings of civilization and Christi­

anity over the pagan land of their birth. The 

manner in which these men commenced this work 

was by as"i.ting the native traders to .hip oil for 

England in the mail steamer, although this oil 

had been bought and paid for from the cargoes 

of vessels then in the ri ,·el". 



LEGITllIfATE TRADERS . 199 
• 

To try and ob,-iate such a practice, of palpable 

injustice and injury to British property, it was 

deemed expedient to insert the following as a 

provision in the new code :-

"Article 12.-That no man can be recognised 

as a legitimate trader in the country unless he 

pay, through the court, a corney of twenty thou­

sand coppers per annum foJ' the privileges of 

purchasing and _shipping oil, and tbat persons 

who may attempt trading without paying such 
comey shall be liable to have their oil seized as 

Rmuggled produce and delivered to the "'perear­
go next in rotation to leave the river, he giving 

to the king an acknowledgment in hook or books 

for deots to the like amount due to him." 

On the face of it this may seem to be pro­

tecting a monopoly; but it will appear nothing 
of the kind when the reader comes to consider 

the immense amount of British property that was 

out on trust-amounting at this time to more 
than t",o-and-a-half years annual produce of the 

country. Moreover, the protectiYe corney did 
not exceed in amount what two "eg.,els of five 

hundred tons each would be obliged to pay at 

any time. 
The supercargoes wrote to me a letter of thanks 

for the regulations which I then instituted, and 

• 
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• 
which may be seen by those curious in the matter, 

in Hertslet's "Commercial and Slave-Trade Trea­

ties, Laws, &c."" Mter some personal compli­

ments they expressed themselves as confident 

that, under the government of the Equity Court, 

their trading connexions with the natives would 

soon assume a more healthy conJition than 

before. 

To this I replied as follows :-

"British Consulate, Fernando POI 

" October 16th, 1856 . 

.. To the Supercargoes of Old Kalabar River. 

" GEN'l'LEMEN,-Your letter of 4th October 

gives me more pleasure from the sentiments it 

expresses of your confidence in the estahlishment 

of the Equity Court, th:1ll from the high and un­

merited compliments you pay to myself. True, 

r have heen longer acqun.inted with , the pecu­

lim·ities of your trade than with those of any 

other river in Western Africa; and therefore I 

should feel doubly interested in the prosperity of 

your commercial dealings with the native 

traders. 

" I trust )'ou will not be offended with me for 

saying, that ever since my first visit to the Old 

Kalabar river in 1850, I have lamented the defi-

• V 01. x., page 686. 
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ciency of commercial morality ,yhich I saw 

exi,ting between the supercargoes and the 

natiyes. I know very well that the present 

body of supercargoc_ ought not to be blamed for 

by-laws aud regulations that were framed aud 

put into practice by theu' predecessors; and al­

though I belieye that reform of old abuses can­

not be effected in a day, I give it to you can­

didly "" my opinion, that the estahlishment of an 

Ellllity Court such as that you have just formed 
seems to me to be the most effectual means of 

generating a feeling of confidence between your 

boely and the natiycs, and a more healthy condi­
tion of amity between yourselves than has hither­

to existed. 
"And let me as_nre you, as a point of my 

belief, that without simultaneous anel sym­

pathetic action in trading matters things will 

always be at odds and ends amongst you. I do 

not desire to see men unanimous in their pri­

,ate tastes and habits; for, without differences 

of sentiments anel sensations, the world would 

Dot go round so harmoniously as it does. 

"For examples in commercial unanimity look 

at the com exchanges, the stock exchanges, the 

whole series of mercantile communities at home, 

and yon will see that they are governed as well 
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as kept in prosperity by the unanimity of their 

mem bers. Let it not be said that in the infantile 

tra.de of Africa the elements of discord are your 

upholding prop; for depend upon it, these 

elements have not an invigorating or enduring 

power. 

" The pecular position in which you are placed, 

having so many thousand pounds worth of 

goods out on trust with the natives, has induced 

me to assent to a few provisions in the code of 

bye-laws, for the government of your Equity 

Court, that I would not otherwise have sanc­

tioned; but I trust that time will do away with 

the necessity of these (Articles Ii! and 22); 

and it is my firm conviction that you will find 

yourselves in a more independent position, and 

your merchants' property less liable to be 

sacrificed, if you do not permit the nfttives to 

take credit from you to such a large amount as 

they have hitherto done. 

"The same advice as I have gi,-en to the 

Bonny supercargoes, not to meddle with the 

superstitions or domestic broils of the natives, 

I give to you. On all matters in which the 

brutality of Egbo law interferes with your COin­

merce, I wonld ackise you to appeal to me; for 

trading can never assume prosperity in any 
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country where such an abominable institution 

exists; and it is my duty to protect you from its 

evil influence. Were there no other reason for 

my opposition to it than the fact that a man 

tried and condemned by Egbo is doomed to 

have all the property and slaves in his posses· 

sion (whether they he hid own or not) divided 

as a prey amongst its high·priests, I would deem 

it an obligation on me to oppose its codes. But 

when I see that Egbo affords no protection to 

British life or property, and that it is a system 

maintained to keep the slave population in sub­

jection by the grossest brutality, I am equally 

justified in setting my face against it. 

"As many of your best and most honest traders 

are of the latter class-slayes-you will be glad to 

hear that I have received in trnctions from Her 

Majesty's principal Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs, to insist strongly, in the name of Her lila· 
jesty's Government, on the discontinnance of the 

barbarous custom of permitting a masked man to 

go about the town on Egbo days, with liberty to 
whip all the slaves, men, women, and children, 

whom he may meet. 
" I shall watch with interest and attention over 

the growth of the' more healthy condition' of 

trading matters which you anticipate from the 

• 
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Equity Court; and shall at all times be willing 

to give you my assistance, by 'every lawful 

means,' in securing you and the merchants 

whom you represent from loss by the dishonesty 

of the natives.-I am, gentlemen, &c" 

"THOS. J. HUTCHINSON, 

II H.B.M. Consul." 

During the short existence of the Equity 

Court it brought to light the fact that, at the 

commencement of the year 1857, goods for debts 

of eleven thousand tons of palm-oil were out on 

trust with the natives. At the then quotation 

of palm-oil-481. per ton-this made a dehit of 

528,0001., more than half a million of money. 

Out of the foregoing amount there were due, at the 

same time, hy King Eyo, over and above six hun­

dt'ed puncheons, or about four hundt'ed tons of the 

article, to the different trading vessels at the time 

in the river. These ships were nine in number, 

capable in the aggregate of carrying home 7832 

tons of palm. oil, and the yearly average of the 

Old Kalabar country has for a long time ranged 

from three to four thousand tons per annum, 

rarely, if ever, exceeding the latter. 

The difficulty of having these debts cleared 

off was aggran,ted by many causes. 

The growing antagonism between the slave 
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Rnd free class, generated by the fact of some of 

the former becoming independent traders, and 

trying to evade the naturally despotic as well 

as consequently jealous character of the latter, 

became a powerful barrier of opposition to mu­

tual confidence amongst the natives; whilst a 

like spirit of reciprocal distrust between the 

British supercargoes, bowever it may have been 

engendered, was certainly fostered and strength­

ened by some merchants sending out two trad­

ing vessels, each under the guidance and man­

agement of a separate and independent trader. 

The advice contained in Sir J. Emerson Ten­

nant's letter was as little heeded as that in 

mine. Merchants sent out their supercargoes 
with fi'esh consignment of goods, and still the 

same system was persevered in, without any effort, 

by reasoning with the natives, to have the long 

due debts discharged. Indeed, the rivalry be­

tween British traders in this river was extended 

to such an outrageous length, that at one time 

during the last year more than eight thousand 

tons of shipping were stationed there. 
Such was the condition of affairs, needing 

a Queen's Order in Council, at the end of 

the year 1860. 
Before leaving the Old Kalabar district, I 
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may record the existence in it of a curious 

fact in domestic therapeutics, which I omitted to 

notice in my former work on 'IYe,tern Africa. 

From a time so far back tbat there i· no record of 

its origin-indeed, perhaps, long before Franklin 
obtained electricity from the clouds-the women 

have been accustomed to use the eh'ctric fi,h as 

a remedial agent, by putting two or three of 

them into a tub of cold water, and then immers­

ing therein a child affected with fit, or colic. I 

need scarcely add that the contact of the child 
with the electric influence i, always secured by 

the aid of thc person administering the bath. 

Dr. Wilion of Edinhurgh, who read a paper 

on the subject in the Natural History section of 
the Britioh Association, in Dublin, during the 

meeting of August, 1857, believes it to be of the 
same genus as the Silurus or Malapterurus of 

the Nile. 
Tbe following superstition must strike all stu­

dents of nature as an illustration of the wide 

prevalence of certain established customs among 
savage as well as civilized communities. Amongst 
the Efik tribe, who are the resident· here, there 

exists a practice of cooking food and leaving it 
on the table of a fabric called the "devil house," 
which is erected near the grave of a man or 
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woman. The food is placed there in calabashes, 

and it is believed that the spirit of the deceased, 

with those of the butchered serfs who are her or 

hi:; fellow-travellers, frequently come to partake 

of it in their journey to the world of spirits, 

wbither they are supposed to be travelling. 

From recent explorations made amongst the 

Fiji Islanders, in the Pacific Ocean, by Dr. Ber· 

thold Seeman,. it appears that an exactly simi­

lar custom exi.ts among the aboriginal. Fijians, 

whose ethnology is uot yet decided, as different 

opinions are set forth upon it by various au· 

thors. 
Dr. Seeman writes, that "the path led through 

numerous taro, banana, and yam plantations, 

and close to an altar made of sticks and natiye 

cloth, on which food for the spirits of the dead 

was placed. The mass of Fijians will have it that 

the~e offering, are consumed by the spirits of 

their departed friends and relations, who are sup· 

posed to have great supernatural influence." 
It is a melancholy reflection that a somewhat 

similar analogy, in their anthropophagic ten­

dencie" exists between the Fijians and many of 

the West African triLes . 

• Vide Athenaum, No. 1735, Jan. 26, 1861, P 120. 

• 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Contemplated Order in Council for " rc"tern Africa-Formed on 
the Model" of those for the Le,"ant ami China-Earl of 
Abt:rdeeu's D~finition of a Consul's Authority with ref",r":Dce 

to the Turkkh Order in CouDcil-A Con~ul,.. Authority ht:ing 
limited to be Definecl by International Law - Ditticulty of 
obtaining Tn'aties with African Kings in a Di}Jlomatic ~latter 
of this Kind- Ca\L"t'S of tbb dilIiculty in thl! difl' .... rclIt rin:rs 
- PrincipiI.! of Latitude and Discretion, in the Exercise of 
Authority by Consul, as laid dOl'!"Il in Report of Seleet Com­
mittee of llouse of Commons-Mr. Cobden's opinion of Inkr­
nationnI Jw;tice-Powers giV"eD to Con:;u1; by Order.; in Council 
-~[oral Force of a CoW!u1 in Alrica is a ;'I(oml Farce with­
out the pr~nce of a Man-of-W nr-Cun;ory Re\-kioll of the 
Paragraph.:, of the Ortler in Council intcnl.ll.."tl for ,,-~tern 
AfriC3. 

HER MAJESTY'S Order in Council for conferring 

magisterial authority on We,t African Consuls 

is on the same model as that passed (present the 

Queen's Most Excellent Majesty) at Buckingham 

Palace, 19th of June, 1844, which was in­

tended to confer on Her :Majesty's Con.ulal' 

-
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officers in the Ottoman dominions jurisdiction 
in criminal cases. 

The chief difference being, thattheMrican order 

includes civil cases (which had been previously 
provided for in the Grand Turk's dominions), 

and likewise makes ordinances for the protection 

of Kroomen, as well as other natives of Mrica. 

In the memorandum for the guiuance of Her 

Majesty's consuls in the Levant, with reference 

to the exerci.e of jurisdiction under the Order 

in Council, dated Foreign Office, July the 

2nd, 1844, and signed by the Earl of Aber­

deen, then Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
it is laid down :-" The right of British consular 

officers to exercise any jurisdiction in Turkey in 

matters which, in other countries, come exclu­

sively under the control of the local magistracy, 

depends originally on the extent to which that 

right has been conceded by the Sultan of Turkey 
to the British crown; and, therefore, the right is 

strictly limited to the terms in which the con­
cession is made." 

Mr. Tuson, in his British Manual, amongst 

remarks on the duties of a consul generally, 

proceeds to observe: "It may be as well to state 

that it is an acknowledged right, founded upon 

international law, that all offences against the 
. p 

• 
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marine laws of the country, committed on board 

any vessel belonging to such nation, when in a 

foreign port, are considered crimes against the 
law of the country to which the ship belongs, 

as the vessel's deck is considered the territory of 
the country she appertains to. This will not, 

however, hold good in the case of offences against 

persons belonging to the state in whose harbour 

the vessel happens to be anchored, as then it 
assumes quite a different aspect, for it becomes 
one against the law of that land, and can be 

punished accordingly." 

In the present state of political government 
up the rivers in the Bight of Biafrn, it is scarcely 

possible to acquire by treaty any right from tbe 
ruler. there. They do not understand what is 

meant or desired by an Order in Council. They 
consider our Queen has power (or ought to have 
it) to make laws for the government, and, if 

necessary, the punishment of her subjects in any 
part of the world. Consequently they will not 

sign a treaty, whose meaning they cannot under. 
stand or appreciate, save so far as they know 
it has no signification of a direct monetary ad· 
vantage. King Amakree confessed to me that 
he did not know how he could give me more 
power than my Queen was fit to give: not being 
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aule to read the treaty, he suspected its con· 

taining something insidious, but frankly agreed 

to sign any" book" if he were paid for it, as he 

had been paid for his anti-slave-trade treaty. 

In Bonny, as I have eXl'lained elsewhere, the 

government is in the hands of a quadruple 

regency, the heads of foUl' factions, each of whom 

is suspicious of the other: these men are in fact 

the governed instead of the gOYerDors, being 

dictated to in every act of their executive autho­

rity by their family mobs. To impress upon the 
minds of these people any idea of such an inter­

national treaty as is required in the case of the 
Queen's Order in Council I found to be an im­

possibility; each party, owning a plurality of 

cliques, misrepresented, so far as they could 

understand, the objects which I had in view; and 

some of them even went the length of stating 

their objections to be grounded on the dread 
that our government wanted to do with Bonny 

what the French had done at Gaboon. 

In Kameroons, where there are six petty chiefs, 

each holdin/!: sway over his own particular 
district, a similar condition of social distrust is in 

existence. One chief is afraid to do anything, in 
the matter of" putting his hand to book," uuless 

it be done by all, and in the presence of all. 
1'2 
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The perpetual civil feuds existing amongst 

these men render it frequently impracticable to 

get all of them together on board a man ·of· war 

for any purpose. 

When they do go each is under the care, 

guidance, and soi-disant protection of his own 

particular supercargo friend; hence may be in­

ferred the difficulty of getting these men to sign 

any such treaty as that in qnestion. 

The Brass chiefs, Keya and Orishima, ne\'er go 

on board a man-of-war; for their abiding places, 

Bassambry and Obullamabry, both forming 

the capital of Nimbe country, are more than 

forty miles above the reach of ordinary navi­

gation. 

In Old Kalabar the two chiefs Eyo and 

Archibong have signed the treaty for the Order 

in Council. I believe their having done so is, in 

a great measnre, dne to their not being so in­

fluenced by the supercargoes here as are the 

chiefs in the other rivers. 

No better principle could be laid down, in re­

ference to executive administration on the coast 

of Western Africa, than that which is expressed 

in the following extract from the report of a select 

committee on consular services and appoint­

ments :-" A latitude of discretion and an exer-
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cise of authority may be entrusted to consuls es· 

tablished in a coun try where the customs and re­

ligion nre more or less antagonistic to those of 

European civilization-and where the weakness 

of the rulers is unable to secure a full protection 

to life and property, which would be altogether 
superfluous and unadvi,able in the case of those 

who are resident amongst a well.regulated 
community.1t 

There is au important truth in the following 

principle of international law, laid down by ilIr. 

Cobden in his letter to the Sheffield Foreign M· 
fairs Committee, a few years ago, with reference 

to what is stjled "the maritime supremacy of 
England" :-" If our supremacy be only that of 

arms by sea or land, we should at once take the 

Chinese or Russian monarchy for our model and 

our guide. The supremacy to rule the waves 

with an arbitrary power, or to make laws for those 

amongstwhomlawshadhitherto been unknown, is 

not one that our Government should advocate, or 

our country ~anction, in the nineteenth century. 
Australia and Mrica may need our protection. It 

should only be given to them by demonstrating our 
moral superiority-by communicating a know­

ledo-e of our industrial arts, as well as manufac-o 

tures. England, foremost in the ranks of pro· 



214 DIRECTIONS TO CONSULS. 

gress, need fear no international competition 

against her in this; but at the same time all her 

codes, which she, or her representatives, are called 

on to sanction between savage tribes and her 

government, should be founded on the eternal 

laws of truth and justice." 

It is a melancholy reflection that neither 

British agents nor native tribes in Western Mrica 

can be impressed with the sentiments of Christian 

humanity enunciated in the foregoing remarks. 

The Orders in Council connected with China 

and the Ottoman Empire, and that proposed for 

Western Africa, are all after similar models, giv­

ing to the consuls three courses of proceed­

ing :-first, a 'summary decision; second, a de­

cision with the assistance of assessors chosen 

from the British community; third, a recourse 

to the supreme courts-for China at Hong Kong, 

for the Levant and Turkey at Malta, and for 

'Vestern Mrica at Sierra Leone. 

I hope I shall not be accused of tautology in 

my mode of expression, when I state that up all 
the rivers in the Bight of Biafra-as, I believe, in 

all the rivers of Western Africa-the moral force 

of a consul, without the moral influence which the 

presence of a man·of·war alone can bestow, is a 

moral farce, as regards his authority and power; 
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therefore the Order in Council, which is the sub· 
ject of the present chapter, needs very serious 

consideration as to the most effectual mocle of 

carrying it out. 
Let us cursorily run through its provisions. 

It is founded on an act of Parliameut of the 6th 

and 7th year of Her Majesty's reign, cap. 94, in­

tituled "An act to remove doubts as to the exer­

cise of power and jurisdiction by Her Majesty 

within divers countries and places out of Her 
1.fajesty's dominions, and to render the same 

more effectual." 

That act, amongst other things, provides that 

"it is and shall be lawful for Her Majesty to 

hold, exercise, and enjoy any power or jurisdic­
tion which Her Majesty now hath, or may at 

any other time have, within any country or place 

out of Her Majesty's dominions, in the same and 

as ample a manner as if Her Majesty had ac­

quired such power and jurisdiction by the ces­

sion or conquest of territory." 
Thefirst paragraph of the Order in Council pro­

vides that Her Majesty's consuls appointed to 
reside in any territory or place on the west 

coast of Africa, shall have full power and autho­

rity to carry into effect, and enforce by fine or 
imprisonment, as hereiuafter provided, the obser-

• 
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vance of the stipulations of any treaty, or of re­

gulations appendant to any h'eaty, between our 
Government and the native chiefs, or any Euro­
pean Government. 

The consul is further authorized to make and 
enforce, by fine or imprisonment, rules and re­

gulations for tbe observance of the stipulations 

of such treaties, and for the peace, order, and 

good government of Her .Majesty's subjects be­
ing within such te,'ritory or place, 

So that here, in limine, we can see the indis­
pensability of a man·of-war, with accompanying 

executive authority, to levy fines and enforce im­
prisonment on natives as well as British subjects, 

The" rules and regulations for the observance of 
the stipulations of such treaties" must vary with 

the peculiarities of commercial transactions in 
each river. 

The second paragraph, with reference to affix­
ing in the consul's office the rules and regulations 

applicable to palm-oil traders in Brass, New 
Kalabar, Bonny, Old Kalabar, and Kameroons, 

seems to me practically of little value. By 
this paragraph it is also provided that a printed 

copy of such regulations, certified under the 
hand of the consul to be a true copy thereof, 
shall be taken as conclusive evidence of the 
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existence of such regulations; that no penalty 

can be incurred for any breach of such rules till 

they sball have been one month posteu up in the 

consul's office; and that the allowance or dis· 

allowance of all similar regulations to be law 

shall depend upon the approbatiou or disappro· 

bation of Her Majesty's principal Secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs. 

By paragraph the third a consul is empowered, 

upon the complaint of any party, to summon a 

British subject before him, for disregarding and 

infringing any rules or regulations for the ob· 

servance of the stipulations of treaties; and to 

award a penalty, not exceeding a hundred 
pounds, or three months' imprisonment. 

The paragraph succeeding this provides that, 

in a case where the period of imprisonment is 

likely to exceed one month, the consul is 

authorized to summon two British subjects of 

good repute to sit with him as assessors; and 

to do this, of course, before he has heard the 

charge. 

The remainder of this paragraph provides that 

in the event of the assessors, or either of them, 

dissenting from the conviction of the party 

charged, or from the penalty of fine or imprison. 
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ment, the consul shall take note of the dissent, 

with its grounds, and shall require good and 
sufficient security for the appearance of the 

party convicted at a future time, in order to 

undergo his sen tence or receive his discharge, 
pursuant to the final decision of Her )fajesty's 

principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs. 

It will be, in many cases, out of a consul's 

pow·er to enforce obedience to the latter stipula­

tion; as, for instance, where a supercargo may 
have a ship loaded ready to start for England, 

from which he may never return. Moreover, a 

grand ditliculty stands in the way of carrying 
ont this provision, viz., that the only British 

subjects of good repute available as assessors are 

the supercargoes themselves. 
The three paragraphs succeeding the last are 

on the point of civil suits against British subjects, 

either by native Africans, or by the subjects of 
the government where the consul resides, or by 

a subject or citizen of any foreign state in amity 
with Her Majesty. A consul's decision, in such 
cases, may be impugned, by giving notice, "ithin 
fifteen days, of appeal to the supreme court of 
Sierra Leone. On this appeal, all the documents 
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produced before him, and no other, must be for­
warded by the consul to that supreme court, he 
at the same time obtaining from the protesting 
party security that he will be satisfied to abide 
by the final decision of ~aid supreme court, 
and that he will be accountable for all costs, 
should there be a failure of such appeal. 

Oivil suits instituted by British subjects against 
natives can be heard and determined only pro­
,-ided the natives will submit to the consul's 

jurisdiction. Civil suits between British subjects 
are disposed of in like manuer, giving a similar 
liberty of appeal to the supreme court at Sierra 

Leone. 
In all cases, whether civil or criminal, the said 

supreme court has authority to admit further 
legal evidence than that which had been brought 
forward on the investigation before the consul, 
if it can be established that the evidence now 
forthcoming was not available at tlie time the 
aforesaid investigation took place. 

The examination of witnesses on oath, the 
issue of compulsory orders for the attendance of 
British subjects to give evidence, and the settle­
ment of suits and contentions by amicable agree· 
ment, with power to order the apprehension of 
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British subjects charged with crimes or offences, 

and to compel other British subjects to appear 
as witnesses-are then provided for. 

The £fteenth paragraph authorises a consul, 
in the case of an individual who proves refractory 

after haviug been twice sentenced for crimes, and 

for whose future good hehaviour proper security 
cannot be advanced, to send him out of the pl~ce, 

or territory, on board a man-of-war or British 
vessel, as a distressed British subject, unless he 

is able and willing to defray for himself the ex­

pense of his passage. 
The moral force bearing of this paragraph 

would seem to me to have a very salutary effect 
• 
tn prospectu. 

Passing over several intervening paragraphs, 

which refer chiefly to matters of discipline, I 

come to the thirty-third, one of the most impor­
tant of the whole, for the protection of Kroomen. 
By this it is provided that all masters of British 

ships shall make an ag"eement in writing ,vith 

these men, specifying the date of hiring, the 
rate of wages, the allowance of provisions, the 

period of engagement, and the place of dio­
charg~. A copy of this agreement is to be 
given to the head man of the Kroomen, 
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and another to the consul at the first place 

he touches at, if there be one there. All such 

agreements are to be ready for inspection by 

any consul, or commander of Her Majesty's 

Navy. 
The foregoing paragraph gives to the Kroo­

men the same protection as is accorded to 

British seamen by the lI1erclumts' Shipping Act 

of 1854. 
Effectually to carry out the provisi()ns of this 

Order in Council, more especially in a district 
like that of the Bight of Biafra, whose jurisdic­

tion ranges from Cape F{)rmosa to Cape St. 
John, a coast distance of more than four hun­

dred miles, the constant presence of a man-of­

war steamer is perfectly indispensable. 

It is neither my province nor my duty to make 

more obsen-ations than I have already made on 

the parts of this Order in Council referring to fines 

and imprisonments, or to the possibility of the 

consul, in the presp.nt condition of affairs in 

Western Mrica, enforcing his decisions against 

British subjects in any suit; but. I must record my 

opinion here, that the rules and regulations for 

trade require very serious deliberation. Hitherto 

the opinions and principles of the supercargoes 

• 
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have been followed; and when it is recollected 
that no two of these men are ever unanimous 

upon any subject, it may be inferred what a lack 

of principle is exhibited in their application of 

the whole body of existing regulations. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

To Batanga-Reputed Non-existence of Slavery amongst the Ba­
pooka and Banaka Tribes-Provoking Calms and Preposterous 
Currents in the Bight of Biilia-View in the Roadste.:'\d of Ba­
tanga-The'Vaterfall at Lobei River-The Canoes and their 
Fishing Occupants-Canoe Racing on the Rolling Billows­
Universality of Pipe-smoking here-A "Visit to King William 
-Description of His Majesty, his Uniform and his Menage­
General Appearance of the Beaux and Belles of Batanga-De­
scription of the Chief Koluctoo's Seven Wives-Walk along 
shore to the Waterfall-Beauty of the scene and its Accessories 
-Information about Interior Tribes. 

BEING disposed to take a look at one of the outlets 
bordering that unexplored district of central 
Africa which lies between Darfur, Adamawa, and 
Kororoofa, with other localities visited by Dr. 
Barth, and the districts of Congo, Angola, Loan­
da, with the Mokololo explored by Dr. Living­
stone, I chose Batanga for my visit. The ex­
tensive interior terra incognita of that region is 
described, in Mr. AlTowsmith's sketch of Central 
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Africa prefixed to the first volume of Dr. Barth's 

Travels, as "inhahited by independent pagan 
tribes. U 

Previous information respecting the Batanga 

part of the coast makes me desirous to ask from 

geographical and topographical authorities per­

mission to divide the Bight of Biafra into two seg­

ments-the one extending from Cape Formosa to 

Rumby Point, on the western side of the base of 

Kameroonsmountain; and the other reachingfrom 

that to Cape St. John. One of my chief reasons 

for this is, hecause tbe former districts are 

known to me and to everybody out here as the 

swampy, malarious localities whence, in the 

olden times, slaves constituted the principal 

exports, as palm-oil is in the present; whereas 

the latter reach of shore is represented as being 

diversified by high mountains rising in its 

interior-having no swamps, no malaria, pro­

ducing a little palm oil, and, from the single spot 

of Batanga alone, yielding ahove forty tons of 
• Ivory per year. 

Although the maps do not say so, there are 

two Batanga territories. Little Batanga, the 

most northern and westerly, is, with a river of that 

name, included within the greater part of the terri­

tory enclosed within the Bight of Panavia. Bil!" 
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Batanga comprises the territory on the coast ex­

tending from Cape Gara-jam to the river Campo, 
a distance of about forty-three miles. Both of 

theRe districts are inhabited by the Bapooka and 

Baoftka tribes; and it seems ao additional justi­

fication (were such a thing necessary) for my 

desire to know something about them, from my 

own personal observation, that, as I am informed, 

no domestic slavery exists amongst them, and 

that they haye never been known to sell any 

slaves for exportation. 

Whoever says to the contrary, I maintain that 

there is no benefit to be derived from one's com­

plaining on board a sailing ship in the Bight of 

Biafra, although calms, in combiuation with 

preposterous currents, will sometimes make the 
most philosophic person in the world wish all 

kinds of bad luck to tbe clerk of tbe weather. 

Here am I on board a little schooner-such a 

clipper that even a breeze no stronger than that 

emi tted by a parlour bellows would make her 

"walk the waters like a tbing of life "-here am 

I on board thi, little craft for twenty-six hours, 

under the lee of the island of Fernando Po, her 

stem at one time pointing to Cape Vidal, and now 

with stern towards it, trending in the direction 

of Cape Horatio; then disdaining both, and 

Q 
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swinging lazily towards Kameroons river, on 

the Mrican continent; yet never moving one 

single yard in the direction which I desire to go, 

namely, to Big Batanga, in lat. 2· 53' N., long. 
9· 53' E. 

But the longest calm will have an end; and 

so the land wind at night enables us to creep 

away. In twenty-four hours after starting we 

had dropped anchor in the roadstead, and the 

view from the sbip's deck was such a one as dis­

pelled all our ideas of the unhealthiness of the 

Mrican coast. 

At a distance of what appears about ten miles 

interior to the harbour of Batanga is the N aanga 

mountain, which is marked down in the Ad­

miralty chart" as one thousand seven hundred 

and seven feet above the level of the sea, but to 

which no name is given. Considerable eleva­

tions-some of pinnacled or sugar loaf, and 

others of table·land formation-rise all rOlmd, as 

far as the eye can reacb; wlillst falling in 

three different streams, appears the white foam 

of tbe tumbling cataract of Lobei river, known 

as the waterfall of Batanga. Viewed from the 

sea, it has an extremely picturesque and refresh­

ing aspect; for we observe two large sheets of 

• Sheet 20 of West Coast of Africa Charts1 between Fernando 
Po and Cape Lopez . 
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water, separated by lofty trees and clumps of 

rock, from one of which, as it fall., a smoky 

'pray is constantly rising. A towering vegetation 

and great black boulders are seen stretching to a 

con,iderable distance to the westward, amongst 

which the water., dashed into showers of 'pray, 
come rumbling dmyn over a large bed of rubbly 

stone,; the course of the stream gradually de­

clining from the centre of the fall, and thereby 

making a semi-arched shelving, till it trickles out 

at tbe extreme end, only a few feet higher than 

the rinr'. bed below. Between our vessel and 

the shore, numerous black streaks on the water, 

each having a dot in its centre, soon ap­

peared distinctly as small canoes, the dots repre­

senting the negro occupants, each of whom had 

a string in his hand, which, with the country­

made hook affixed to its end, bespoke its 

owner's occupation of fishing. 
The appearance of these canoes, as well as the 

agility of their tenants, is very remarkable. The 

former are not more than from six to eight feet 
in length, fourteen to sixteen inches in width, 

and from four to six inches in depth. When 

fishino- the man sits on the canoe as we o 
sit on horseback, his leg at either side being 

the guiding and propelling power. The 
Q2 
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line, with its beardless hook, having a dead 
shrimp for a bait, is "played" up and down with 

one hand, whilst with the other he now and then 

seizes a large wooden ladle and bales out the 

boat with a rapidity of motion that at fi"t sight 
seems really ludicrous. The canoes, being made 
of light wood, are carried to and from the 

sea on the shoulders of their owners, as is 

done by the natives of Ossamaree, up the river 

Niger. " 
During my few days stay at Batanga, I ob­

served that from the more serious and industrial 

occupation of fishing they would turn to racing 

on the tops of the surging billows which broke 
on the sea shore; at one spot more particularly, 

which, owing to the presence of an extensive 
reef, seemed to be the very place for a con­
tinuous swell of several hundred yards in length. 

Four or six of them go out steadily, dodging 
the rollers as they come on, and mounting atop 
of them with the nimbleness and secnrity of 

ducks. Reaching the outermost roller, they turn 
the canoes stems shoreward with a single stroke 

of the paddle, and mounted on the top of thn 
wave, they are borne towards the shore, steering 
with the paddle alone. By a peculiar action of 

• Vide Author's Narrati,"e of Niger, Tsbadda. Binue Explora­
tiOD, page 171. London: Longman, Brown, and Co., 1855. 
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this, which tends to elevate the stern of the canoe 

so that it will receive the full impulsive force of 

the advaucing billow, on they come, carried along 

with aU its impetuous rapidity. Sometimes the 

steerer loses the balance of his guiding power; 

the canoe is turned over; its occupant is washed 

out, and the light little piece of wood gives a 

few lofty jumps from wave to wave, reminding 

one of a horse at a steeple·chase, tbat, having 

thrown his rider, takes it into his head (or rather 

his heels) to gallop about the country, and jump 
over ditcbes on his own account. 

Yet, despite of these immersions, no one is 

ever drowned, as they are capital swimmerss­

indeed, like the majority of tbe coast negroes, 

they may be reckoned amphibious. 

In their piscatorial excursions, it sometimes 

happens tbat a prowling shark, tempted to pur­

sue the fish which the fisherman is hauling on 

the line, comes within sight of the larger bait of 

tbe negro leg, and chops it off without remorse. 

A case of tbis kind had happened a very short 

time before the period of my ,isit, and the poor 

victim had died; but this did not diminish tbe 

number of canoes riding the waves, nor render 

one of the canoe occupants less energetic or 

daring than before. 
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These canoe labours constitute the whole of 

the work done here by the males. Digging, 

delving, and planting the ground, as well as 

carrying ivory from the interior, are the occupa­

tions of the sex who are considered the weaker in 

civilized countries, but who in all Mriran states, 

whether slavery exists there or not, are obliged 

to be "the hewers of wood and drawers of 

water "-the laborious serfs on whom every hard 

and burdensome duty is devolved. 

'When on shore I saw one young woman, 

evidently on a journey, carrying a large bundle 

of plantains on her back, the weight of wbicb sbe 

bore by means of a withe of country twine, tbat 

encircled bel' forehead, and pressed tigbtly against 

it; wbilst ber husband, or master, or owner, as tbe 

case might be, walked by her side, swaggering a 

stick, and smoking a pipe, as if these two opera­

tions were the only duties required of him. 

Everyone in Batanga-except perhaps the 

sucking baby-smokes from a black pipe. As a 

man or woman walks by tbe piazza of the trade 

store where, resting on my portable bed, I am 

sheltering myself from tbe rays of the noon-day 

sun, he or she stops to gaze at me, and tben, pro­

ceerling along, gives a strong suck to, and an 

equally vigorous whiJf from, the pipe, with an air 
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which seems to imply their consciousness that 

smoking tohacco is the ne plus ultra of negro 

enjoyment. 

Whilst waiting for the sun to descend a little 

lower, in order that I might have an agreeable 

walk of about three miles to tbe watelfall, I learned 

that the palace of His Majesty King William was 

not far away, and so I sent him word that I 

purposed doing myself the honour of waiting on 

him as sonn as he was ready. 

This I found to he the etiquette. In about an 

hour after r was told he was waiting for me, and so 

I proceeded to the royal residence, not with any 

flourish of trumpets, or beating of drums, or 
prancing of steed., but with the simple attend­

ance of a brawny negro, who yolunteered to hold 

my large umbrella over my head. 
I had not very far to walk-through over­

shading plantain leaves, and between huts-till 

I saw a large red banner stretched over the 

street from the top of one house to another, on 

which the name of Killg ,Yilliam was prnlted in 

white letters each .a foot long. Under the right 
end of the flHg, and at the door of a small house, 

was seated an old man, with grey hair, dressed in 

white trow,er" a blue cloth cap with a gold 
band, and a light frock coat. This I was told 
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was King William. As he stood up to receive 

me, I saw hi, upper garment wa, a white plu,h 

livery coat, with scarlet lappcts to the pockets, 

and bright bra-, buttons, bearing the effigy of 

some horned animal's head, with its mouth wide 

open and its tongue thrust out, as if it had just 

spurted forth its accompanying motto of Peiu, 
letho deliquium. 

I hope tho.e who have a reverence for the 

labours of Sir Bernard BUl'ke, and for heraldry 

in general, will not be offended "t this vulgar 

de<cription of the armorial bcarings in question; 

nor with my literal tl'3nslation of the motto, as 

"Death before dishonor." But thrre did really 

appeal' to me something '0 comically grotc"'lue 
in the tableau vivant before me bearing the title 

of royalty, that it excited my merriment. )Iore 

especially when the king, on introducing me in­

to his house, shewed me all his valuable pro­

perty, which consisted of 'e\-eral large deal 

trunks, containing within thcm a quantity of 

"econd-hand livery, lookjng-glas~e~, jugs, Inugs, 

as well as other varieties of crockery-ware, cloth, 

gun" large brass pan, entitled' Neptunes, pipe., 

and such like articles of vil'lu. Not a chair, 

table, or hed wa' visible anywhere. Sonll' of 

the women had stools to ,it upon, and nothing 
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more like a throne was the seat occupied by His 
Majesty. 

Our conference being ended, a few turns 

through the town showed me little more than 

their low-roofed huts anil luxuriant plantaiu 

trees. The houses very much resemhle those 

of Kameroons, in their rectangular hearing to 

each other: the streets are wide and straight. 

The only glimpse of social life which one can 
obtain in walking the_c streets, is that of women 

in grou ps of twos or threes stretched on mats 

outside a door here and there, each lady having 
a servant occupied in the exploration of 

her hair-for what purpose may be guessed! 

Large glass beads, white or green, woven into 

all kinds of fantastic patterns, on the heads, and 
small seed beads, made into fanciful cinctures, 

round the necks, constitute the chief ornaments 

of the belles and beaux of Batanga. 
On my way back from my ramble I met, and 

wa' introduced to, a man named Koluctoo, 

a chief of the Benjemhi country-between 
Batanga and Campo-who was accompanied 

by seven of his wives. The appearance of these 

ladies pre<ellted nothing so remarkable as its 
variety. One of them was distinguished by a 

r ing of small beads hanging from the central 
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cartilage of her nose; another had brass rod­

wire wound round her legs from ankles to knees; 

a third was adorned with a piece of some green 

leaf thrust through a large hole that had been 

pelforated in the lobe of her right ear. The 

fourth had her hair dressed up into a ridge ex­

tending from the base of the skull to the fore­

head, and resembling in its fashion the helmet of 

a dragoon; the barber's art had made up the hair 

of the fifth in the semblance of an ebony cone; 

whilst to the sixth the African perruquier had 

devoted more labour, and consequently more 

science, in plaiting it. Amongst this lady's wool 

was here and there a flat cake, with a greasy look, 

the nature of which for some time puzzled me. 

The seventh, who was the oldest of all, and, 

therefore, the first as TegaTded position, wore two 

plain copper rings round her ankles; she had an 

ornament on her forehead, which at fiTst seemed 

a slice of sausage, but which I was infoTmec1 was 

of the same material as that on the head of num­

ber six, namely, goat's fat, enclosed in a piece of 

mucous membrane. This hdy was vigorously 

smoking a pipe of native manufacture. 

As the cool time of day approached, I turned 

my steps in the direction of the Lobei river, to 

see the waterfall. The road lay along the hard 

• 
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sand of the beach, save here and there, where 

mosses of rock jutting into the surf obliged the 

traveller to seek a pathway behind them, or 

across their summits. 

Yet these rocks, down to the water's edge, had 
upon them sufficient earth to nourish large trees 

and parasitic plants, as well as flowers, from none 
of which was there the slightest emanation of 

heavy odour, such as is generally characteristic of 

African bush. Tall guinea grass grew about in 

many places-of course away from the sea-beach 

-and as I walked on, there was not a single 

mangrove plant discernible. This absence of the 

malaria-producing mangrove, which I know does 

not exist for several miles on either side of Ba­
tanga sea.shore, might be likely to induce one to 

form a good opinion of the sanitary condition of 

the place, were we not aware that the same plant 

is not founit at Elmina, Cape Coast, Akkra, and 

other Gold Coast districts (save at the very 

mouths of their few rivers)-localities which 

certainly have not the reputation of being the 

least unhealthy parts of the we.tern coast. 

Little charm as there is in the surrounding 

scenery of sand, rock, sea, and wild bush, the 
walk is an extremely agreeable one; and for a 

considerable time before arriving at Point Lobei, 
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we become aware of our approach to a waterfall 

by what gives an additional iuterest to every 

step - namely, the peculiar booming sound 

of the river rolling over a considerable 
descent. 

Everyone is acquainted with the surging 

noise which the waves make when breaking on 

the sea-shore. That noise had been sounding 

in my ears for an hour and a half, as I walked 

aloug the beach. Yet, as I approached the 

fall, the solemn thunder made by its waters 

caused that of the sea to appear in contrast 

like a hissing scream. The mouth of the Lo­

bei river appeared very rough, hayjng no 

doubt a shallow bar, aud being now under the 

influences of a strong sea-breeze; but we rounded 

its southernmost point, and, after a further walk 

of a few hundred yards, I saw the waterfall in all 

its beauty before me. 

r must confess that I have never viewed in 

Africa a scene so eminently picturesque, and so 

deserving the pencil of a painter, as this cataract 

and its surrounding scenery. At the bottom 

of the left side fall, which is divided in its centre 

by a buttress of stolle, is a ledge of rocks, stretch­

ing three-fourths of the way across, on which se­

veral naked negro children, each with a fishing-rod 
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in its hand, are standing. To the right of this is 

a lofty clnmp of rock, rising higher than the bed 

of the river, and, therefore, dividing the fall into 

two parts, between which are a few trickling 

streams, that seem pushed flSide from the main 

ones, as if they were poor relations compelled to 

find a way for themselves. Each of these falls 

is about thirty feet in width; and behind the 

lofty clnmp of rock just mentioned, arises a 

towering red wood tree, sixty feet in height at the 

very lowest computation. There is then another 

elevated rock, backed by a higher tree; and a 

quantity of sUlTounding shrubbery separates 

the main torrents from a number of smaller 

ones, spreading over an extent of a few hundred 

feet, and gradually shelving downwards to the 

extreme end of the river's right side. The 

w hole stream forms a tranquil lake at the 

bottom, on which were a number of small red 

canoes, whose occupants were fishing in the same 

sty Ie as those already described in the roadstead 

of Batanga. Stretching away to the point called 

Ndunga, on the right side of the river, is a 

number of bombax and red wood trees, on some 

of which parasitic creepers mount to their very 

summits; whilst gardens of plantains, and the 

brown huts of the negroes on the Lobei side, 



, 
• 

238 AN ENLIGHTENED BLACK INTERPRETEll. 

lend an additional attraction to the .avacre heauty 0> _ 

of the scene, which it is impossible to convey on 
paper. 

But, above and beyond all, my senses were 

wrapt by the unceasing thunder of the falling 

water, which one cannot help recognizing 
as-

"The voice of the great Creator, 
That spe..1.ks in that mighty tone." 

J n the rainy season the quantity of water de­

scending is of course much more copious, but I 

question if even then it has a more beautiful 

aspect than that which it presented on the even­

ing of my visit. 

The trade which is carried on here by British 

merchants is managed through black interpre­

ters and store-keepers, all of whom are natiyes of 

Gaboon. 

In strolling along the beach one morning for 

the pl~asure of the cool ail', and the benefit of 

what was to be seen, I met one of those gentry, 

whose air of seeming independence at once at­

tracted me. I asked him to sit down on a rock 

hard by; and we entered into conversation. 

Very soon I learned that he had been in Eng­

land, where his chief point of education was in 

what its adepts style "the noble and manly 
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art of self·defence." He questioned me ahout 

the pre,ent condition of a number of pugilists in 

England, whose names he gave; and I have no 

doubt that I fell very low in his estimation by 

confessing to him that I had never even heard of 

the e,u.tence of the" fancy men" in question. 

As he was about to walk away, seeing no doubt 

that I did not possess a sympathetic spirit, I di­

rected his attention to a large crowd of women, 

who had gathered near us on the heach, haying 

with them many hundles of yams as well as 

of young liying plantain tree., and asked him 

what they were about to do? He replied, with 

quite a haughty air, that they "'ere the gar-
deners of Batanga, who were waiting for a canoe -

to take them and the produce up the coast, 

where the gentlemen had gardens" all the same 

as the Bri.tol gentlemen have their country 

places at Chepstow." 
Of course after this I clidnot oppose his de­

pm1ure; for I saw at once that his assumed 

refinement would incline him to regard with 

contempt what I will confess was my main object 
in fiNt addressing him-namely, the attainment 

of some information ahout the people and coun­

tries interior to Batanga. Such information it is 

impossible to obtain from the people themselves, 
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because they have some su~picion of the object of a 

white man's inquiries, under thedt'ead that he may 

penetrate to the interior and injure the trade. 

A ramble to the town of King John, who had 

no more likely or unlikely semblance of royalty 

about him than a very old and very bad black 

beaver hat, with a piece of printed calico round 

his loins, gave me an opportunity of meeting with 

another of these Gaboon factors, from whom I 

picked a few pieces of information, most of 

which seemed to me to be probably near the 

truth. 

The mountain N,hinga, already mentioned, was 

described as having a hll'ge lake in its neigh­

bourhood, called Etibu. Interior to the moun· 

tain are the Boola and Gumhe countries-fr om 

which the ivory is hrought down to Batanga and 

Gaboon by a tribe of reputed Bushmen, knowli 

as the Dauberi, or Diberi. Beyond or aronnd 

tbe Boola and Gumbe districts no tribe, exc .. ?t 
the Bowela and the Bani, is known of-the lat· 

ter of whom ride horses, and wear monkey skins, 

having likewise long hair, which, fashioned into 

three or four plaits, is allowed to fall down on 

their backs. Some of them, wearing the long 

plaited hair, have been seen at Batanga. 

Can these be the Bati of Dr. Barth?· 
• Vide cbapter xviii. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Further InformatioD about. the Tribes and Countries Interior to 
Batanga-Of the FabulollS Green Bird reput-ed to feed on Ele­
phants' Eyes-Country whence Ivory comes-The Rev. lUI'. 
'Wilson's Account of the Banaka Tribe-He records nothing of 
the Absence of Slavery amongst them-Countries between Ba­
tanga and Cape St. J ohn-Corisco Islands aod their Aborigines 
-The Benga Tribe-American Mission at Corisco-Corisco 
Boats-Entrance to Gaboon River-The French Establishmenta 
there-Tribes of the Mpongwes. Sheka.nis, Bakeles, and Pangwes 
-Ascent of this Uiver by Governor Beecroft in 1846-Natural 
products of the Country-The Rev. Mr. Mackay on the ex­
ploration of the Rivers Nazareth and Fernan Vas. 

CONTIGUO C"S to the Bani count,), is a large lake 

called Nj ong, or N dong, so large that, with our 
limited horizon, it is impossible to obtain a com· 

plete view across it. 

May this be the Ndob of tbe Rev. Mr. Ander­

son? * 
Near this lake, and not far from Bani, my • 

ill-

• Vide chapter niii. 

R 
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formant told me of the existence of a bird, named 

the Newjande, which had been described to him, 

and which measured five fathoms, i.e. thirty feet, 

from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other. 

Its beak is a fathom, or six feet long. No man 

dares to go near it, and no gnn is fit to kill it. 

Its favorite food is obtained by killing the ele­

phant, whose eyes it devours. On inquiring 

the colour of this bird's plumage, the answer I 

received-namely, that its feathers were green!­
made me sh ut my note-book with a "mental re­

servation" as to the ignorance of Baron Cuvier. 

The greater portion of the ivory conveyed down 

here is bronght from the Gumbee country. The 

old days of elephant hunting are gone by, these 

princes of the forest being now slanghtered by 

powder and ball, and by pit-falls. 

No palm-trees are visil;>le along the coast here, 

save a few of the cocoa species: but up the rivers 

Little Benito and Campo a small quantity of 

palm-oil is manufactured. 

Of the Banaka tribe, which inhabits Batanga 

and the neighbourhood, a very interesting de­

scription is given in the Rev. Mr. Wilson's work 

on Western Africa :-" 
." 'Vestern Africa.: its History, Condition and Prospects. By 

the Rev. J. Leighton 'Vilsout eighteen years & missionary in 
Africa, &c.·' 
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" The Banaka people occupy a district of coun­

try twenty-five miles in length, half-way be­

tween the Kameroon River and the Bay of Co­

risco, and have as many villages as they occupy 

miles of sea-coast. As a people, they differ in 

many important respects from all the other 
tribes in this section of the country. 

"It is only recently that they descended from 

the mountaiuous regions of the interior; and 

while they still bear all the marks of the better 

health which belongs to these higher elevations, 

they also exhibit strong traces of the true sa­

vage condition in which they have been brought 

up. 
"Their complexion is a shade lighter thau those 

living on either side of them, and their general 

appearance reminds one much more strongly of 

the Kafiirs of the Cape of Good Hope thau any 

sea-coast natives within the tropics. Their lan­

guage is but imperfectly understood, as yet, by 

any of the neighbouring tribes; and as none of 

them speak the English with any degree of ease, 

very little reliable information has been obtained 

in relation to tbe particular part of the country 

they formerly inhabited, or what induced them 
to come down to the sea-coast. 

"Their language, so far as it is understood, 

R2 
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shows that they belong to the same great family 

whicb have spread themselves over the whole of 

the southern half of Africa; but whether they are 

more nearly related to the tribes on the eastern 

or western coast of the continent, remains to be 

proyed. 

"They seem to be simple-hearted and peace­

ably disposed, and as yet have acquired but few 

of the tricks of their more experienced brethren 

in the same region. It will require very little in­

tercourse with the civilized world, however, to 

make them perfect adepts in all the petty villan­

ies of the maritime tribes, provided that inter­

course is not regulated by the principles of sound 

religion. 

" Foreign vessels have had no trade with them 

until within the last fifteen years. Previous to 

that time they bad no relish for ardent spirits, 

and it was with difficulty that nny of them could 

be induced to taste of it in the first instance. 

But those days of happy ignorance are gone; 

that taste has been acquired, and nowhere is rum 

now in greater demand. How very important 

is it that the influences of Christianity should be 

thrown around these people before they are car­

ried away by this fealful temptation! 

" They are as simple and primitive ill their 
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customs and habits as any people in the world. 

I n their forest homes they haci no covering for 

their bodies, but a narrow strip of cloth made 

out of the inuer bark of a forest tree. More re­

ceutly they use the cotton cloth which they re­

ceive from vessels in exchange for their ivory, 

but still in very scant measure. Their women 

disfigure their faces very much by making large 
holes in their ears, and through the cartilagi­

noW! parts of the nose. Weights are attached to 

make the hole large enough to pass the finger 

through. Pieces of fat meat are frequently worn 

in these holes, but whether for ornament or 

fragrance is not known. I inquired of one of 

them why she did it, and received the laconic an­

swer, "My husband likes it." 

" In their intercourse with white men they 
are peaceable and forbearing. But among them­

selves they have some stringent laws, which are 

enforced with unsparing severity. Theft and 

adultery are punished with death, and it matters 

not what may be the character or rank of the 

offender. 

" Passing along the beach on one occasion, my 
attention was called to a half-consumed human 

carcass hanging from the limb of a tree; and 

upon inquiry I learned that it was the wife of 

, 
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one of the principal men of the place, who had 
been hung for stealing a bunch of plantains. 

The corpse was left hanging by the roadside as a 
public warning. 

"Their habitations are the merest huts, and are 

almost concealed from view by the luxnriant 
banana trees with which they are always sur­

rounded. The huts of some of the wealthier 

men are raised on scaffolds, eight or ten feet 

above the ground, and are entered by climbing 
up a ladder, which is drawn up at nights. Birds 

and animals are carved on their doors and win­

dow-shutters, and often with a good deal of 

taste. 
" Although they have not been living long on 

the sea-board, they have become the most noted 

canoemen on the whole coast. They have two 
kinds of canoes: one is made of cork wood, 

very small, and intended to carry only one per­
son; the other is made of very hard wood, is 
small and tapering at both ends, but is large 
enough to carry thirty or forty persons. 

"The small canoe does not weigh more than 
eight or ten pounds, and is too narrow for an 

ordinary sized person to be seated in it. 
" A saddle or bridge is laid across the middle, 

not more than two inches wide, but several 
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inches higher than the sides of the canoe, as a 

seat. They use very light paddles, but send it 

over the roughest sea without danger, and with 

almost incredible velocity. While propelling 

with both hands they will nse one foot to bale 

the water out of the canoe. When they would 

rest their arms, one leg is thrown out on either 

side of the canoe, and it is propelled with the 

feet almost as fast as with a paddle. They will 
dash with perfect safety over a surf that would 

swamp almost any boat that could be made. I 

have often seen them revolve around a ship, 

sailing at the rate of five or six knots an hour, 

half-a· dozen times in the course of half an hour. 

When tired of running around the ship, a man 

will climb up her side with one hand, and haul 
up his canoe with the other. 

"In the larger canoe, they perform voyages 
of fifty or a hundred miles. Sometimes half a 

dozen of these canoes set out together, and go as 

far as the Gabun or Cape Lopez. Wben they 

go in such large troops, and quarter themselves 

upon a single person, to be entertained for 

several weeks, it is felt to be a severe visitation; 
and the Gabun traders sometimes give them the 

dodge, notlvithstanding all the honour implied by 

such a visit." 

II 
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It appears to me strange tbat tbe Rev. Mr. 
Wilson does not mention a word about tbe absence 

of slavery amongst these people. If my informa­
tion about its non-existence be correct, it makes 
one's reflections sadder in cogitating over the con­
dition of these untutored Africans. The absence, 
in tbeir superstitious rites, ofsucb cruelty as exists 
amongst tbe tribes of Kalabar, Bonny, and Brass, 
may pe advanced as evidence of tbeir moral 

superiority; bnt wben one looks at tbe lack of in­
dustrial pursuits among tbese people, the ques­

tion starts up-" Can tbe Ethiop cbange his 
skin? "-or bis nature eitber ? 

Between tbe Batanga country and Cape St. 

John are some small streams besides the rivers 
Campo and Benito. Itemo is tbe native name 

of Campo river, and tbe conntries on botb sides 

of it are entitled tbe Egara. The Bekn tribe, of 
whom notbing is known save the name, are found 

in tbis territory. Eeienje is tbe country tbrough 
wbicb the Benito runs, and Eyo is tbe name by 
wbicb tbe river is designated amongst the "bori­
gines on its banks. The people aTe likemse 

called Eeiengis, and are of course-like all 
known to the Batanga Banaka-" Bushmen." 

As we pass tbe moutb of Benito river and 

voyage towards Cape St. John, extensive 
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mountainous ranges arc visible in the interior, 

none, however, presenting an appearence that 
would lead me to identify them as Saddle Hill, 

Table Hill, or the Seven Hills (one of whose 

sharp peaks are recorded as 2,786 feet high), 

described in the chart before mentioned. The 

Bapooka tribe are in this part of the country. 
We pass Bilove and Beninje points before we 

reach Ninje, which is the native name of Cape 

St. John. 

It is unnecessary for me to mention here, that 

all the names by which these parts of the coast 

are known were given to them by the early 

Portuguese and Spanish geographical explorers. 

Interior to Ninje point, andabutting into Corisco 

Bay, is another po;nt called lIlalenga. Between 

these two point is a small river named Agei, 

by which communication may be made nearly 

to the base of Mitre Hill, mentioned in the chart 

as 3,940 feet high. In that direction there is 

also a line of rock, containing a large quantity of 

quartz, described to me by a gentleman who 

had some of it in his possession, and who had 
been for several years in Australia, as exactly 

resembling that which he had seen containing 

gold at the iliggings. 
The Bay of Corisco is a large basin of water, 

• 
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situated between Cape St. John and Cape Esterias. 

It contains fonr or five islands, only two of 

which-Corisco and Big Eloby-are inhabited. 

The people are the Benga tribe. Into this 

bay the rivers Mnni and Danger debouch. 

Their mouths are several miles apart, but no 

person is aware of their intercommunication, or 

inosculation with each other, in the interior. 

The population of Corisco does not exceed two 

thousand. For many years an American Mis­

sion, sent out by the Presbyterian Board of 

Foreign Missions, has been established here, 

whose chief, the Rev. James L. Mackay, has re­

duced their language to writing, and translated 

into it much of the Gospel. This gentleman, in 

company with the Rev. Mr. Clements, has ex­

plored more than ahundredmilesof country across 

the Sierra del Crystal range of mountains, which 

lie in the direction between Corisco and Gaboon. 

The neighbourhood of these mountains seems to 

be the stronghold of the Pangwe tribe, of whom 

I shall hear something at Gabooll. 

The natives of Corisco are artificers of very 

large boats, which they scoop, in canoe fashion, 

out of the single trunk of a tree. Some of' 

these canoes are from thirty to thirty-six feet 

in length, about five feet in beam, and four in 

• 
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oepth. They are propelled by oars as well as by 

sails, ano are generally schooner-rigged. As we 

were passing Corisco Bay, one of them came 

alongside our ship; and, from my cOllYersation 

with its occupants, I found that its owner had 

been away to Ninje Point (Cape St. John) on 

some" women palaver"-the causa lelerrima belli 
siuce the world was created. Althougb not 

interested in hearing the particulars, 1 never­

theless gained some information on a Gradus ad 

Parnassum style of aristocracy that e"ists amongst 

the tribes hereabouts. 

The "Mpongwes of Gaboon hold the first 

position; the Bengas of Corisco the next; and 

the Bapookas, with the Banakas, the lowest. 

Thus, a Bapooka or Banaka man would not pre­

sume to buy a wife from his superior of Corisco 

or Gaboon; but those of the latter places will 

buy from the former. In the present case, the 

Benga man had, some time previously, bought 

and paid a high price for his wife. She, not 

sati,fied with her 101'0 and master, returned to 

the home of her fathers; and it was on a mission 

to claim her reco,ery that my informant was 

now engaged. He had to advance an addi­

tional sum of money, and to bide his time for 

the performance of certain formulm of heathen 
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tomfoolery (but whether of the John Doe or 

Richard Roe class I could not say), ere she was 
given up to him. 

Rounding Cape Esterias, we passed by its inner­

most corner, entitled Point Joinville, and found 

ourselves in the river Gaboon. It may be need­

less for me to state that up this river the French 

have a considerableestablishment;-a guard-ship; 

a military and civil department, with a hospital, 

contained in Fort d' Aumale; a convent of reli­

gious sisters; and a mission, at the head of which 

is a bisbop, Monseigneur de Bessieu. From De 

Kerhollet's "Manuel de la Navigation it la Cote 

Occidentale d'Mrique,"* I learn :-" Lefleuve ou 

l'estuaire du Gubito, dont nous avons francise 

l'orthographe, et que les indigenes appellent 

Mpongwho, est devenu Fran,ais depuis 1843; 

epoque it laquelle d'apres les Ol·dres de M. Bouet 

·Willaumez, alors gouverneur du Senegal, Ie 

capitaine de fregate de Monleon, commandant Ie 

brick, 'Le Zebre,' y etablit un comptoir fortifie 

sous Ie nom de Fort d'Aumale. Les deux rives 

du fleuve avaient eM precedemment cedes it la 

France par des traites passes par lIIonsieur Ie 

Capitaine de vaisseau Bouet Willaumez, avec les 

differeuts rois des populations voisines. Ce 

• Tome 2, p. filS. 
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Comptoir n 'offrit aucune difficulMd'etablissement, 

mais necessita des nombreu..,< travaux de defriche· 

ment, et de mouvements de terrain." 

In the neighbourhood of Cape Esterias we pass 

by, on entering the river, a creek called Guergay, 

up which is to be found a tribe named the Bulous, 

whospeakadifferentlanguage from the Mpongwes. 

The latter are the aborigines of the districts on 

both sides of the river, to a distance of about 

thirty miles into the interior. Their chief towns 

in the neighbourhood of the French station are 

those of King Qua Ben and King Glass. 

Near the latter is an American mission station, 

with which the Rey. ~lr. Wilson was connected 

for many years. From twenty to thirty miles 

higher up, on the other side of the river, are two 

other large towns, entitled King William's and 

King George's Towns. On Konig Island, about 

twenty miles from the month of the river, anumber 

of these people are also located. Contiguous 

to Fort d'Amnale a very pretty garden was laid 

out, a few years ago, by Mons. Bouet, then 
commandant of the Comptoir. It bears, how· 

eyer, the appearance of impairment in its 

arrangements now, which everything in Mrica 

gradually assumes, despite of the best care·taking. 

There is also here a pretty little Pere la Chaise; 

; 
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and the bishop has a considerable quantity of 

land under cultivation. There is a breakwater 

at the pier, which is very useful. About half a 

dozeu French merchants have stores in the 

neighbourhood of the Comptoir. We find one 

restaurant, kept by a French widow; and the 

establishments of the English merchants--four 

in number-are located higher up, in the neigh­

bourhood of Glass Town. 

The Shekanis, thc Bakeles, and the Pangwes 

are the tribes knowu as occupying the interior 

countries up the river. Petty warfares, joined 

to, if not having their origin in, the foreign 

slave-trade, have reduced the first of these (Mr. 

Wilson says) to a mere handful of people. The 

Bakeles, one of the many migratory tribes of 

Africa, coming from no one knows where, 

usurped and held possession of the territories 

formerly owned by the Shekanis. They, how­

ever, are now being put to the rout by the 

Pangwes, wlio, though not heard of till late 

years on the Gaboon side of the Sierra del Crystal 

range of mountains, are coming step by step 

down the river's banks, and settling there. The 

reason which they give for their inroads is that 

their produce did not realize the amount which 

they expected, much of which they deemed 
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themselves to have been deprived of tbrough the 

roguery of the Shekanis and Bakeles. The 

Pangwes are reported, upon good authority, 

to be cannihals. Leaving their anthropophagy 

aside, there appear so many other points of 

resemblance between them and the Felatahs, that 

I am disposed to extract the interesting descrip­
tion given of them by the Rev. :Mr. Wilson'" :-

"The Pangwes, in some respects, are very 

remarkable people; among savages, I do not 

know that I have ever met men of nohler or more 

imposing bearing. Their form is indicative of 

strength and energy, rather than grace or beauty. 

Their stature is of medium size, but compact aud 

well-proportioned; and their gait is alike manly 

and independent. The complexion of both males 

and females is two shades lighter than that of 

the maritime people; and their featu[es, though 

decidedly African, are comparatively regular. 

But their hair, and the mode in which it is worn, 

is, perhaps, the most striking characteristic about 

their appearance. It is softer than the usual 

negro hair, and is usually plaited into four hraids, 
two of which are worn in front, and two pass 

over the shoulders, and not unfrequently reach 

more than half-way down the back. At the 

• Op. Cit. , p. 303. 
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same time, their bodi~s are smeared over with a 

red ointment, which heightens the singularity of 
their appearance to a very remarkable degree. 

They wear no clothing, except a narrow strip of 
bark cloth between their legs. Their legs and 

arms are decorated with rings of brass or ivory. 

A broad·bladed knife or dirk, in a sheath of 
snake or guana skin, is attached to a leather 

thong tied around the middle. A hatchet of 

peculiar shape is carried on the shoulders; and 
the men are seldom seen walking out without a 
bundle of long spears in one hand. White pound 
beads are very much admired. Broad belts of 

them are worn around the arms and legs, and 
they are worked into the hair so as to form a 

complete bead wig. 
"They are remarkably expert in throwing the 

spear. In their wars they use cross·bows and 
• poisoned arrows, and have shields made out of 

the skin of the elephant. They show a good 

deal of mechanical ingenuity in casting copper 
rings, and in manufacturing knives and other im­
plements of war. It is said they melt their own 
iron, which is true, unless it is found in a native 

state, which seems to be the more common 
opinion at the present day. That which is used 

by the Pangwes is regarded as much superior to 
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the trade iron brought to the coast; so much so, 

that they will not use the latter at all. It is not 

only used for the manufacture of instruments, 

but is the ci.rculating medium through the 

Pang we country. Strips of iron, in size and 

shape like the blade of a horse·phleme, and tied 

up in bundles of eight or ten pieces, are the real 

currency of the country, by which the price of 

every other article is regulated. They :tre the 

only people in Western Africa I have ever known 

who had a circulating medium. * 
"They cultivate the soil to some extent. 

Yams, cocoa, Indian corn, plantains, beans, and 

a few other articles, are raised in suflicien t 

quantities for their own consumption. They are 

much addicted to hunting, and excel all others 
in killing the elephant, which they prize both for 

its tusks and its flesh. The habit of ,contending 

with this monster of the woods, involving so 

much peril of life as it does, has done much, 

without doubt, to develop their energy, and to 
make them just the men of the dauntless intre­

pidity which they seem to be." 
• The Yorubas have long had a. circuL'l.ting medium of cowries. 

The Filatahs, up the Niger, have likewise a currency similar to 
that described by Mr. Wilson in connexion with the Pangwes. 
At page 254: of my "Impressions of 'Western A.b:ica," it will be 
seen that these are not the only peoille in Westf>rn Africa po5."es8-

ing a circulating mediwn. 

s 
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An ascent of this river was made in March, 

1846, by Governor Beecroft, in the S.S. 
"Ethiope." The steamer did not go farther 

than from sixty to seventy miles up the stream; 

and Dr. King's report on this voyage comes to 

the conclusion that, "from this ascent, it has 
been ascertained that the river is of no im­

portance as a highway into interior Mrica." 

To the former products of ivory, red wood, 

and bees-wax, coming from the Gaboon country, 
India-rubber has been lately added; but the 

industrial products of the adjoining districts are 

not likely to make Gaboon a position of high 

commercial importance. 

Nevertheless, since the names of Livingstone, 

Barth, Burton, Speke, and Bowen stand out on 
the roll of successful Mrican explorers, without 

the aid of rivers or steam·boats, I consider it my 

dnty to point out that a journey straight across 
the continent from Batanga, Corisco, or Gaboon, 
would enable the traveller to discover the pecu­

liarities of those "independent Pagan tribes" 

before mentioned, and finally to emerge at a point 
nearly opposite to Aden in the Red Sea. This 

would be a route considerably northward of the 
track recorded by lIIr. lIIacq lleell,· as having been 

• Vide Procecilings of the Royal Geographical Society, vol. 3, 
No.2, p. ::lIJ2. 
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taken by Silva Porto, a Portuguese trader, who 

efrccted three several journeys from Benguela, 

emerging at Mozambique. Such an enterprise 

might likewise lead to information as to the in­

country courses of the Kameroons, Gaboon, Con­

go, andR azareth, as well as many others of the 

comparatively unknown rivers of Western Africa. 

On the subject of the exploration of this neigh­

bourhood, I extract the following from a letter 

written to me by the Rev. James Mackey, of Co­

risco :-" Whilst your Government IS doing so 

much to open up this continent to commerce and 

)Iissionary efforts, and seems to be willing to do 

so much more, I wish you would direct their at­

tention to this part of the coast-interior; for here 

is a vast unknoml region. The Muni, Mundah, 

and Gaboon rivers are all shut. They all rise in 

the mountains, at perhaps no more than a hun­

dt'ed and fifty miles to two hundred miles from 

the sea, and are navigable scarcely half that dis­
tance, on account of falls in the mountains. But 

my inlpression is that the Nazareth, which falls 

into the sea just north of Cape Lopez, extends far 
into the interior. This river has, I think, beell 

much overlooked. It has several mouths. It is 

united by a kiod of network of waters with the 

1I1exias and Fernan Vas, the latter of which is 
s 2 

• 

• 
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forty miles or more south of the principal embou­
chure -of the river. I was once, several 

years ago, at the mouth of the main stream, and 
supposed, from its appearance, that it was not 

large; but I learned from the Rev. !\Ir. Walker, of 
the Gaboon Mission, who entered the river in a 

boat and ascended over a day's journey, that the 

stream is both large and strong-the current not 

stemmed by the tide, and an immense quantity of 
water discharged by it. It is probable there are 

falls at a hundred or a hundred and fifty miles 

from its mouth, as the same range of mountains 

which is to the eastward of us (i.e., of Corisco) 

passes, I believe, at about that distance from the 

Nazareth mouth." 



26l 

• 

CHAPTER XVI. 

French V olunt.vy Emigration-ltaDe£.nition by the Earl of l\Ialmes­
bury-Desire for Information on the Subject Expressed by the 
Emperor Napoleon-CoWlt Walewsk.i's Repudiation of the asser­
tion that tbe System has anything to do with the Slave-trade­
Impossibility of inducing Voluntary Emigration from AIrica­
Prince Zahr's and the Kroomell's Sentiments about Absence from 
Home-History of the affair of the "Regina Creli "-Commodore 
Wise's Sketch of Voluntary Emigrants Sta.tioned at Loanda­
Consul ~PLeod's Description of Emigrant's Voyage in a Portu­
guese Dhow-Consul Lawless' Infonnation on the Emigrant re­
gulations-History of the <I Charles et Georges II affair at Mo­
%ambiquc-Opinion of an American Commander on the Emigra­
tion-Experience of the Rev. Mr. Townsend on the Subject­
Provisions of the New Treaty in Reference to CoolieImmlgration. 

THE subject of the French voluntary emigration 

system might seem a very ticklish one for any 

person in my position to descant upon, were I 

notfortified, at the beginning, by being enabled to 
record thereon the opinion of olle of tbe heads of 

Her lIlajesty's Government. The Right Honor· 
able the Earl of Malmesbury, in one of his de-

• 
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spatches to Mr. Howard, Her Majesty's Minister 

Plenipotentiary at Lisbon, on the affair of the 

" Charles et Georges," expresses the views of the 
Government with an independence equally evi­

dent in all his Lordship's correspondence with 

reference to that matter. From the Foreign 

Office, at date of October 15th, 1858, his Lord­

ship says :-" You are aware that Her Majesty's 
Government have never altered their opinion 

as to the analogous nature of the French scheme 

for exporting negroes with that of the avowed 

Sl d " .. u. ve-tra e. 'fE 

I may advance, as one of my chief reasons for 

putting together some evidence touching this 

emigration, the dread that many persons may be 
labouring under the same uucertainty about it as 

the Emperor of France confesses himself to be in 

a despatch dated St. Clond, 30th October, 1858, 

and addressed to his cousin the Prince Na­
poleon :-

"Mais quant au principe de l'engagement des 
noirs mes idees sont loin d'etre fixees. Si, en effet, 

des travailleurs 1'eCrutes sur la cote d'Afrique 
n'ont pas leur libre arhit1'e, et si cet enr61ement 

n'est antre chose qn'nn Traitt! deguise, je n'en 

• Vide Despat<:b 41, at page 46 of ' Further pa.pers relating to the 
case of the' Charles et Geol'ges.' Presented to both HOllses of Par­
lidlDent, by command of Her Majesty, 1859." LondoD, IIul'rison & 

Sons. 
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vcux {, aucun prix. Car ce n'est pas moi qui prote­

gcrai nulle part des entreprises contraires au pro­

gres, 1I1'humanite, et a la civilization." 

It may be observed that Count Walewski 

" utterly repudiates the ide~ that the proceed­

ings for obtaining free negro labour gave any 

encouragement to the traffic in slaves; and that 

he was prepared to uphold this assertion 

against all who dispute it." 

But I would like the noble Count to prove 

how the so-called voluntary emigration system 

adopted by his nation can be regarded merely as a 

system for obtaining free laboUl", when there are 

palpable facts contradicting the assertion which 

Count Walewski is prepared to uphold against all 

who dispute it. 

The first and most important is one known to 

all who are acquainted with An'ica, that, of the 

two classes of slaves and freemen of which its 

population consists, the freemen will not emi­

grate, the slaves cannot! 
Lo,"e for their native homes and affection for 

their families are two of the strongest charac­

teristics of the negro tribe. Hear one of these 

chiefs giving utterance to his sentiments-one of 

the class who are free to emigrate:--

• Denham and Clapper-tou's Narrative of Travels and Disco­
verit!lS in Northern and Central Africa, p. 264.. 

• 
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"Zahr, with his followers, after looking at 
me with an earnestness that was distressing to 

me for a considerable time, at length gained 

confidence enough to ask some questions, com­

mencing as usual with 'What brought you 
here? They say your country is more than a 

moon from Tripoli.' I replied, 'To see by 

whom the country was inhabited, and whether 

it had lakes and rivers and mountains like 

ours.' He then inquired, 'Aud have you been 
three years fwm your home? Are not your 

eyes dimmed with straining to the North, where 

your thoughts must ever be? Oh, you are 

men, men indeedl Why, if my eyes do not see 
the wife and children of my heart for ten days, 

when they should he closed in sleep, they are 
flowing in tears. l " 

Hear, too, the sad though rhapsodical wailing 
of the Kroomen (all of whom are free to emi­

grate) on their heing engaged in 1856 hy a 
Monsieur Chevalier:-

" Oh! sad it is to us. ,Ve are a weak and 

ignorant race of creatures, have no power of 
ourselves to go to French Guiana, and hring our 

men from far to see what they are doing­
whether are sold to different parts of the wodd. 

" Oh! my friend, how shall we find out our 
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men? 1Ye beg of you with the pleasUTe of your 
• 

heart to assist us in this matter. Please, oh go 

there, for we willing to do anything for you; 

had we money, we would to payor reward you, 

we would have done it; as England is the most 

powerful nation on the globe, we apply to you 

for assistance among these Kroos. There are 

three youngsters belonging to the Mission 

School, one is married, his wife and child. 

Please, oh please, we want our men to come 

home. Mothers' hearts is aching for her chilo 

dren with wishful hearts. Many eyes looking 

upon this wide Atlantic Ocean, and longing for 

their sons to come home, but in vain. As you 

are the people of God, feel for us, and may 

the Almighty bless and preserve you in your 

labours. Amen. 

"Signed by the hands of the principal kings 

and chiefs. 
"SAML. BoYD, 

H King's Secretary, Fish Town, Cape Palmas. 

II To the British Consul at Fernando Po. >I 

No man with a spark of feeling can read the 

finale of this pathetic appeal, wanting the" men 

to come home," and depicting "mothers' hearts 

aching for her children," without feeling douht· 

ful of the propriety of describing such a system 

• 

• 
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as that which called it forth as one of "volnn-
-

tary emigration." 

The disastrous affair of the" Regina Creli," in 

the early part of 1858, afforded very manifest 

evidence of the sense in which Count W alew­

ski's system of free negro labour was under­
stood. 

The account given of this affair by Mr. Blyden, 

of Monrovia, is contained in the following words, 

which I extract from an American Magazine, 

the Anglo-African:-
"In the e:1rly part of April last (1858), the 

'Regin:1 Creli,' a French ship engaged in the 

enlistment of labourers, as above stated, was 

lying at anchor off Manna, with two or three 

hundred emigrants on board, among whom, in 

consequence of some of their number being 

manacled, considerable dissatisfaction prevailed. 

During the absence of the captain on one occa­
sion a quarrel broke out between the cook and 

one of the emigrants; the cook struck the emi­

grant; the latter retaliated, when a scuffle en­

sued, in which other emigrauts took part. This 

attracted the attention of the rest of the crew, 
who, coming to the assistance of the cook, vio­

lently beat the emigrants, killing several of 

them. By this time those emigrants who had 
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been confined below were unshackled, and, join­

ing in the fracas, killed in retaliation all the 

crew, save one man, who fled aloft, and pro­

tested most earuestly his fi'eedom from any 

participation in the matter. The emigrants, 

recognizing his innocence, spared his life, but 

ordered him ashore forthwith, with which order 

he readily complied. 

"The survh'ing emigrants, having now sole 

charge of the vessel, awaited the arrival of the 

captain, to despatch him as soon as he touched 

the deck; whilst he, learning their intention, 

did not venture aboard, but sought and obtained 

aid from the Liberian authorities, at Cape Mount, 

to keep the exasperated savages from stranding 

his vessel. Meanwhile the English mail-steamer 

, Etbiope' arriving at Monrovia, her captain 

was prevailed upon to proceed to the rescue of 

the' Regina Creli.' He did so, and safely towed 

her into Monrovia Roads. The emigrants all 

made their escape." 

From the same writer, and in the same paper, 

we glean the following fact, affording further 
evidence of the result of this system :-

" Nearly coincident with the above circum­

stance, and perhaps, in some measure, tbe result 

of it, was another of similar character in the 
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interior of Liberia. One or two native chiefs, it 

appears, had collected a number of persons, and 

were cOIl\'eying them, manacleil, to the coast, for 

the purpose of snpplying the emigrant vessels. 

On their way they stopped with their human 

load to pass the night at a native town. During 

the night one of the captives, having worked 

himself loose, untied the others, when a revolt 

took place, in which the prisoners killed their 

kidnappers, and made their escape." 

Further evidence on the spontaneous will of 

the Africans to emigrate is afforded by Com· 

modore Wi,e·-not from hearsay testimony, but 

from facts of which he had visible proof before him. 

IIis letter is dated H. )1. S. S. "Vesuyiu"," St. 

Paul de Loando, September 5th, 1858 :-" All 

attempts at disguising the real nature of the 

French emigration scheme have been lately given 

up. I t is now a common occurrence to observe 

these unfortunate negroes brought in from the 

interior in twos anil threes to the French factory, 

secured by ropes to the forked enil of a wooilen 

pole encircling their necks, their hands strongly 

bonnd, and thus dragged along by their owners, 

whibt a third negro hastens their movement. by 

the lash . 

• Vide Blue Book, Slave Trade, Class A, 1859, p. 190. 



AFFAIR OF THE "CHARLES ET GEORGES." 269 

" At Loango the voluutary free emigrants are 

now guarded in the same manner as slaves. 

Many of them have attempted to escape; and in 

order to prevent any chances of such an attempt 

proving successful, the French agents make it a 

practice to secure these unfortunate negroes to 

irons in gangs of twos and threes; they may he 

thns ohserved every morning, when hrought 

down to wash in the lagoon, at the foot of the 

barracoon." 

The affair of the" Charles et Georges,' on the 

east coast of Mrica, heing nearly simultaneous 

in its occurrence with that of the" Regina Creli" 

on the west coast, let ns take wings in onr 

"labour of love," and transport ourselves to the 

neighbourhood of Mozambique, to ascertain if 

they manage the system more humanely there. 

We may save ourselves the jonrney, however, 
as on the desk before us lies a blue book, * from 

which can be extracted a morceau from a de­

spatch of Consul WLeod's, in which he describes 
the circumstances usually attending the removal 

of emigrants from the coast of Africa" to supply a 
ship waiting for her voluntary passengers at the 

island of ;\ladagascar. The voyage is made in a 

dhow belonging to an Ar~b named Kallifan, and 

• Sla\"e Trade, CIa&; B, 1859, p. 13. 

I 
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their port of departure is somewhere in the neigh­

bOUl'hood of Zanzibar. "During the voyage they 

receivejust snfficient uncooked rice or beans, with 

a little water, to keep them alive, and are left day 

and night without any covering whatever, and 

surrounded by their own excrement. Their 

destiuation is some port not likely to be ,i,ited 

by any of lIer Mnje'ty's crui,er.; and arri,-ed 

there, the only improvement in their condition 

i.;; a full allowance of watcr. Should it happen 

that, by stre.s of weather, the ship that i. to 

take them i, retarded in !leI' an'iva~ their suffer­

ings are much increa,ed; and when t!le poor 

creatures do at last get on bom'd the French 

ship, the sudden c!lange to an ample diet pro­

duces sickness and sometimes death. The eap­

tain of a French vessel saY' that, on one occfu,ion, 

when he landed at Europa hland to get some 

turtle, he found upwards of a hundred negroes 

l)ing on the beach, "ithout any protection 

against the sun or rain. They were guarded by 

some armed Arabs, /lnd were waiting the arri"al 
, 

of a vessel to take them to Bourbon. Their 

provisions were nearly exhausted, and if by any 

accident the vessel should be retarded, it is easy 

to conceive what their fate would be. As these 

dhows are for the most part old and unseaworthy, 
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and they often lose their way, there can be no 

doubt that numbers of the negroes die of starva· 
tion. " 

I hope it will not be suspected that I have 

ever been engaged in the cattle trade, from my 

confession that I am able to testify to having 

frequently seen pigs put on hoard steamers for 

transhipment from Ireland to England; and 

that I have observed, e'-en in summer, that they 

were protected from casual inclemencies of the 

weather, and not" left a day and night without 

any covering whatever," a.; is the custom with 

negroes who voluntarily emigrate from Zanzibar 

to the islands of Bourbon or Reunion. 

Having seen so much of the humanity side 

of the question, let us now look at it in a com­

mercial point of view. I cannot say whether it 

is a peculiarity of the climate or not, but one 

does often see philanthropy and trade on the 

west coast of Africa as nearly related as the 

Siamese twins. 

Although a blue book is not exactly the kind 

of book with which we are likely to try 

and wile away the time in a shady arbour 

on a Summer's day, some startling facts may be 
occasionally gleaned from these interesting an­

nuals. 



• 

272 THE PRICE OF EMIGRANTS. 

In one before me J see that Consul Lawless of 
Martinique states to Lord Clarendon the fact 

that "with the emigrant, on arriving at 

Martinique, is produced a receipt of his for two 

hundred francs (i.e. , 81.) expended in procuring 
h· " IS ransom. • 

Consul Lawless further says, "I am unable to 

inform your Lordship whether the above men­

tioned sum of 200 f!'ancs is really disbursed by 

Messrs. Regis for the emigrant." 

This information I am happy to supply to his 
Lordship and Consul Lawless, from a record in 
my own journal, which will prove that the lIIessrs. 

Regis actually do not expend this sum in pro­

curing the emigrant's ransom. 
At Gaboon, as well as at Loando-both of 

• 
which places supply lIfessrs. Regis with emi­

grants-the following prices are paid for them:-

1 Gun 
1 Keg of Powder 
8 Single pes of Chill or 

RomaIs 
2 Shorts (balI doz.) -
2 Gals. of Rum 
1 Mat.<:het, 1 Iron bar, 

and l\ few trifles 

Invoice Price. 

£ ,. d. 
o 10 0 
o 12 0 

1 4 0 
o 17 0 
0 5 0 

amounting say to - 0 3 6 

3 11 6 

Net Value 
in Gll000n. 

£ ,. d. 
.. 1 0 0 

1 4 0 

2 8 0 
.. 1 14 0 

OlD 0 

070 

.. 730 
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The head man gets a dash of about st." shillings 

worth for each negro he succeeds in bringing to 

the yoluntary market. 

Turning a single leaf backward in my annual, 

I read a sketch by the same respectable Consul 

(Lawless), a sketch which is too vivid and too in­

teresting in any way to curtail:-

"I have now to st(lte to your Lordship the con­

ditions, of a pecuniary nature, subject to which 

the services of immigrants art secured to the Co­

louy, and the proportionate part of the expenses 

of their introduction, which the Government 

and the proprietors support. In accordance 

with the terms of their contract with the Home 

Government, Messrs. Regis are entitled to re­

ceive from the Colony, for each adult la­

bourer lauded at Martinique, after such labourer 

has been indented to the proprietor to whom 

he is allotted by the Administration, a Sllln of 

500 francs, viz., 200 francs, being the amount 

of their stated disbursements for the immigrants' 

use in Africa (I shall presently explain to your 

Lordship the nature of this disbursement), and 300 

francs, the premium given them as compensa­

tion for their pains and trouble by the Govern­

ment. 
"From the sum of 500 francs a deduction of 

T 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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3 per cent. is made for the benefit of the Naval 

Pension Fund (Caisse des lnvalides de fa Jla­

rine.) The first·mentioned sum of 200 francs is 

repaid the Government by the proprietor before 

he receives the immigrants allotted to him, to­

gether with a sum of 30 francs, which is 

termed 'registration fees,' on taking up the in­

denture of each immigrant. Of the remaining 

300 francs so advanced in the first instance by 

the Government, the proprietor is obliged to 

reimburse a further sum of 200 francs, in three 

equal payments, to be made in each twelve, 

twenty-four, and thirty-six months; he is also re­

quired to pay a 'proportional duty' (droit pro­
portionnel) of six francs per annum, in half-yeRl'ly 

instalments, being a tax at the rate of 5 per cent. 

on the yearly wages of one engaged labourer. 

"This tax, as well as the registration fees, is, 

however, appropriated to the increase of the Im­

migration Fund. In case of the immigrant's 

death within the period of his engagement, the 

proportional duty ceases; but not the obligation 

to complete the reimbursement of the 200 francs, 

which must be paid regardless of that contin­

gency. But, on the other hand, the proprietor is 

entitled to receive out of the immigrant's wages 

the 200 francs which Messrs. Regis are reputed 

• 
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to have paid for his use in Mrica; and deduction 

of 3 francs per month is made from each adult 

immigrant's salary, until this sum of 500, I 

mean 200, francs is -paid. 

" Your Lordship will remark from the fore­

going details that the 500 francs allowed to 

Messrs. Regis for each adult immigrant are, in 

point of fact, supplied as follows :-

"100 francs by the Government, 200 francs 

by the proprietor, and 200 francs by the immi­

grant. 

"And the total cost to the proprietors to 

secure the industrial set'vices of the latter for ten • 

years, amounts to but 290 francs, viz.;-
Francs. 

Paid in cash • • • 200 

" 
in three instalments • 200 

Registration Fees • 30 
Proportional tax 60 

490 
Less the amount which he reo 

covers from the immigrant • 200 

290 

" According to the engagement subscribed to 

in Mrica by the immigrant, which is the same 

document that is afterwards transferred to the 
1'2 

• 
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proprietor here by Messrs. Regis, the term of the 

immigrants' ohligatory stay in Martinique is for 

ten full years, which are not to be held com­

pleted until he has worked ten times 312 days. 

During this time he is to be provided with lodg­

ings, medical attendance, and two suits of cloth­

ing. His rations consist of salt-fish, rice, and 

cassava flour, in the usual proportions given to 

the native agricultural labourers, and his wages at 

the rate of twelve francs per month, of twenty-
• 

six working days; only one-half of his earnings 

are paid to him monthly, and the other half at 

the expiration of the year, when his account on 

the register of the estate is made out in his pre­

sence before the J uge de Paix, and due deduc­

tions are made for sickness and absences. For 

each day's absence ,vithout leave, or from sickness 

occasioned by his own excesses, the immigrant 

forfeits one day's p"y actually earned, in addition 

to the days so lost. It may, therefore, be com­

puted that an average actual residence of twelve 

years will be necessary to entitle the immigrant 

to his 'repatriement,' which even then he can 

claim only in case of his having made a monthly 

deposit of the tenth part of his wages in the 

Immigration Chest." 

I wish particnlarly to point the attention of 
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those who consider a " repatriement "possible to 

the la,t part of the foregoing extract, from which 

it appears that an immigrant can only claim the 

right of being sent back to his country in case of 

his having made a monthly deposit of the tenth 

part of his wages in the Immigration Chest." 

With reference to the affair of the "Chades et 

Georges," the correspondence on which was the 
occUl;ion of eliciting Count Walewski's famous re­

pudiation noticed at the comnlencement of this 

chapter, it appeal", from incontestable evidence, 
that all the negroes found in that vco'el, ,,,hen 

she was captured by the Portuguese man-of-war 

" Zambesi," declared that they had been brought 

there against their will. Some of them had 

been stolen or kidnapped from their owners at 

Mozambique; whilst the delegate from Reunion, 

who was on board in the character of a government 

officer, could produce no evidence of a single man 

having volunteered his services. 

The history of this matter f,'om beginning to 

end, divested of its official mysti£cation, appears 

to me very 'imple, and may be briefly told. 
By a Portaria, 01' decree, of the Marine and 

Colonial Department of Portugal, hearing date 

27th of February, 185G, it appears that the Por­

tuguese Government does not allow the hiring, 
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or otherwise taking away from its African posses­

sions, of any negro labourers. The exportation of 

llegroes fi'om the African colonial dependencies of 

Portugal is not only considered contraband by 

the treaty of 1815, but is made by their own 

laws an act of piracy in the Portuguese ter­

ritory. 

On the 20th November, 1857, a circular had been 

addressed to all the Governor, of districts by the 

Governor-general of Mozambique, with the view 

of preventing the exportation of colonists from 

the ports of that province a thing which had 

been in operation in connexion with the provi­

sions of the voluntary emigl"ation law sanctioned 

by the French Government in 1852. 

Let us bear in mi.nd that this circular primarily 

appeared before the public in the official bulletin 

of Mozambique, of December 19th, 1857, on the 

very fir,t day of which month was dated the re­

port of the commission appointed by the Gover­

nor-general of Mozambique to investigate the cir­

cumstances under which the barque "Charles et 

Georges" was captured on the coast of Quintun­

gonha by the Portuguese man-of-war" Zambeoi," 

which report condemned the vessel aud her 

crew to the penalties enacted in the decree of 

10th December, 1836. 
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When we investigate the reason of this ship, 
captain, and crew being mulcted for contraven­

tion of law, of course our first inquiry is iuto 

the particulars of their offence. 

The fact comes out that sbe had been ancbored 

for several days previous to tbe 20th November 

in tbe port of Canducia, having with her, as an 

execntive officer, a delegate from the adminis­
tration of the French island of Reunion, and 

tbat she bad got on board 110 negroes, fifty-nine 

of wbom were embarked at Quintungonba, none 

of them as volunteers, for tbey had been sold to 

the captain; and some of them bad been stolen 
from their masters, a few of whom belonged to 

tbe city of Mozambique." 

On tbe day sncceeding the date borne hy the 

circular of prohibition, ont comes the Portu­

guese man-of-war" Zambesi " from Mozambique, 

and captures the "Charles et Georges." The 
latter was brought into ~rozambique, tried by a 

commission instituted for the purpose, and con­

demned as a slaver. Captain Rouxel, the 
master, was condemned to two years' imprison­

ment in n'ons-a sentence which he escapee! by 

appealing to the court of Relagao, at Lisbon, 

• From the Journal de Commercio oC Lisbon, of February 24th, 

1859. 

-

• 
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whither he accompanied his vessel to have the 

appeal tried. 

Thereupou appears the French representative 

at Lisbon, the Marquis de Lisle, and makes a 

plea to the effect that the" Charles et Georges" 

had sailed from Reunion before the prohibition 

of the 20th of Novemher was known there-a 

thing not at all improbable, when we remember 

she was captured at Canducia, and brought to 

Mozambique on the 26th of the same month; 

that the men were hired as emigrants, and were 

free to act as they pleased-even to return to 

their country after their period of five years 

of servitude was completed. The lat.ter part 

of this, meaniug ten years instead of five, and 

bearing upon the repatriement fund, is perfectly 

intelligible as it stauds. 

These facts being proved by papers of agree­

ment, it comes out on the evidence before the 

commission that the papers were all forged, and 

the emigrants deposed to the fact that they had 

been sold or kidnapped-at all evelJts, handed 

over to the captain against their will. 

lIieantime the affair, although only one of a 

cargo of negroes, was beginning to assume a 
serious aspect. Onr Government did everything 

possible to throw oil upon the troubled waters, 
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and bring tbe affair to a peaceable conclusion, 

but without success . 

• \ council was held at Pari" presided over by 
the Emperor, on the 2ud of October, in the year 

following, and it was determined to demand the 

release of the "Charles et Georges," with in­

demnity for her Ulljllst and illegal capture. The 

reru;on advanced for making this demand im­

perative was, because "she was a French ship, 

having a goyernment delegate on hoard, autho­
rized to hire labourers; and her condemnation 

a. a slaver was tantamount to connecting the 

imperial government with the traffic in slave" 

therefore derogatory to the honour of France." 

The demand was made by the Marquis de 

Lisle on the part of France, and refused by the 

Marquis de Soule on the part of Portugal. 

Hence two vessels of war were dispatched to 

the Tagus, to frighten the Portuguese; ann on 

the 26th of the same month a squadron of four 

mcn-of-war-two of which had meantime put in 

to Lisbon for coals 011 their homeward yoyage­

stcametl out of the Tagus, the steamer "Caligny" 

towing the" Charles et George~." 
Puosillg by tbe charges of informality made 

against the judge at Mozambique, of haying 

omitted to refer (as it seems he ought to have 

• 
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done) the proceedings to the superior court at 
Loanda for their approbation-as well as an 

accusatiou brought against the Mozambique 

governor, of having allowed two other ships on 
the same mission to escape namely, the" Marie 

Caroline" and the" Marie Stella," whilst he seized 

the" Charles et Georges-it appears to me that 

no unprejudiced person can come to any other 
conclusion on the sllbject than that the matter 

from beginning to end reHects no credit on either 

the Portuguese or French government. 

The commander of the U.S. ship "Dale"*having 
read over the papel's, which were shown to him 

on board one of these emigrant ships, comes to 
the conclusion that, "frolll the degraded condi­

tion of the natives of the coast, I cannot but 

believe that this action of the French govern­
ment will rcsult in their benefit "-a conclusion, 

to my thinking, rather premature, seeing it was 
educed from an examination of papers instead of 

passen gel's. 
No one ever wrote more truly than the Earl of 

Malmesbury did in his correspondence, address­

ing Earl Cowley, Her Majesty's minister, in the 
following words :-" Experience will doubtless 

• Vide" COlTespondence with the United States' Government 
on the question of right of Visit," p. 29. Par. Papers. Harrison, 
London. 
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prove to them" (the French government) "that 

it Il (negro emigration) "must give rise to inter­
national ilisputes, massacres of the French crews, 

retaliatory cruelties to the ne~roes, and a general 

encouragement to the illegal slave-trade all over 

the world."" 

That it has given rise to internecine wars in 

Africa is known from the testimony of Mr. 

Blyden, already quoted; of the Rev. lIIr. Towns­

end, Church of England missionary at Abbeo­

kuta; and of Doctor Livingstone. That the 

horrors of the middle passage endured by these 
poor emigrants equal those recorded of bona fide 
slave-trade voyages, may be inferred from the 

fact that the French steamer" Stella," which left 

LOllguebonlle, near Kabenda, on the south·west 

coast of Africa, with a cargo of950 voluntary emi­

grants, arrived at Guadaloupe, after a thirty days' 
voyage, with only 647 -one·third of the whole 

lot having perished, at the rate of ten per day. 

I have too strong a faith in the humanity and 

intelligence of the French Emperor, government, 

and people, to believe they would sanction such 
a system as this were they aware of the existence 
of such horrors in connection with it as I have 

deemed it my duty here to record. On the part 

• Foreign Officcl.October 30th, 1858. 

• 

• 
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of His Imperial Majesty more especially, the 

stroDgest evidence has been given of his opposition 

to it by the" Convention ratified between Her 

lIlajesty Queen Yictoria and the Emperor of the 

French, relative to the emigration of labourers 

from India to the colony of Reunion." This 

treaty was signed at Paris on July 25th, 1860, 

and ratified in the course of the following month 

by the plenipotentiaries of the respective nations, 

namely, Earl Cowley and Monsieur de Thonvenel. 

The provisions of this convention are of very 

great importance, and seem calculated to do 

away with all the abominations of the first·men­

tioned system. 

Although coolies are not definitely mentioned, 

they are nevertheless the tribe of emigrants for 

whom these regulations are instituted. 

Agents chosen by each government, and hold­

ing the same position as consuls, have to superin­

tend the proper organization of the emigration. 

I t is the agen t's dnty first "to satisfy himself 

that the emigrant is not a British subject, or, if 

a British subject, that his engagement is volwltary, 

that he has a perfect knowledge of the nature 

of hi. contract, of the place of his destination, of 

the probable length of his voyage, and of the differ­

ent advantages connected with his engagelllent." 
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The two most important articles in this con­
vention are the provisions" that the duration of 

the emigrant's engagement shall not be more 

than five years;" and that, "in the distribution 

of labourers, no husband shall be separated from 

his wife, nor any father or mother from their 

children under fifteen years of age." 

A code of sucb regulations as tbese is pretty 

certain to crown tbe energy of the French mer­
chants in their West Indian colonies with more 

success than any plan which bears sorrow to tbe 

Mricans, however unconscious they may be of 

its agency. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Of Fernando Po under its Dew Regime-Governor Don ChacoD, 
and his Proclamation of l85S-Alarm caused to the Residents 
of Clarence (now Santa Isabella) by that Proclamation-Their 
Remonstrance against its Provisions-Failure of these Remon­
strances-The Commencement of Spanish ,"fork in Coloniz.1.tion 
-Mortality amongst the Colonists-Its Causes-Clearing the 
Bush-Ascent to the Peak of Fernando Po-The Queen of 
Spain's Decree concerning her Possessions in the Gulf of Guinea 
-E:tample of Fertility in Fernando Po-The Aborigines the 
greatest Obstacle to the Development of the Island's Cultivation 
-Their Natural Indolence and Social IIabits-Sketch of an 
Aboriginal Wedding-SensibJe Evidence of A ppl'03ch to a 
Fernandian Town-Cuisine at the lGug's Residence-Dress of 
the Bride and the Bridegroom-The N cpees, or Profe:;sional 
Singers-Matter of their Epithalamium-The Mothers being 
Boonanas, or Bishops performing the Marriage Ceremony-Pe­
culiarityof the Mode of Celebration-Sa'tage Dance in the middle 
of the Ceremony-Procession to the Bridegroom's House­
Natural Politeness--Nuptial Offerings-Banquet after the 
Ceremony. 

IN the year 1858 the Spanish Government 

seemed determined to do something effective, by 
laying claim to its possession in t.he Gulf of 
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Guinea. Fernando Po was visited in the month 

of :liay of that year hy a Spanish war steamer, 

the" Yasco Nunez de Balhoa," whose commander 

soon made known the ohject of his visit, by 
i&;uing the following proclamation :-

"Commander Don Carlos Chacon, knight of 

the military order of St. Hermenegilda, captain 
of frigate in the Spanish Navy, commander of 

Her Catholic III ajesty's squadron in the islands 

of Fernando Po, .\nno Bon, and Corisco, go­

vernor-general of all the said i,lauds, makes 

known to all-

"1st. The religion of this colony is that of the 
Roman Catholic Church, as the only one of the 

kingdom of Spain, with the exclusion of any 

other; and no other religious profession is 

tolerated or allowed but that made hy the mis­
sionaries of the aforesaid Catholic religion; and 

no school allowed. 

"2nd. Those who profess any other religion 
which is not the Catholic should confine their 

worship within their own private houses or 
families, and limit it to the members thereof 

"3rd. Mr. Lynslager is appointed lieutenant­
governor in the colony, until the resolution of 
Her lIIaje,ty the Queen of Spain is known. 

,( 4th. All the other by-laws and regulations 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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for the good government and order of this 

colony, which are not contrary to tbat enacted 
this day, will remain in full vigour till further 
ordering. 

"Given under my hand and ,eal, on boar<l 
H.C.M. vessel' Balboa,' tbis 27th of )1ay, l~J~. 

" (Signed) CARLOS ClI.\CO~." 

It is not my busine'8 or duty to cast any im­

putation or disparagement on tbe Spaniards for 
tbeir first proclamation at Fernando Po. I 
merely record the fact that it fell like a bomh· 

shell amongst the inhabitants at Clarence, who 

had been since 1843 under the religious super­
intendence of Baptist missionaries, and wbo since 

their first settlement here, under Captain Owen, 
in 1827, had con.idered themselves under tbe 

protection of Her Britannic Majesty's Goverll­
ment, and therefore entitled to perfect liberty of 
religious worship, in wbatever form they wisbed 

to make the profession of their faith. 
A remonstrance was at once made by the 

Baptists against this proclamation, as being 
contrary" to that liberty of worship decreed and 
allowed by Don J. I. de Lerene, Captain in the 

Spanish Navy, and Commander of the brig 
'Nervion,' in the year 1841, and confirmed by the 

Spanish Consul·General (the Cbevalier Gnille· 
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rnaI'd), in the year 1846." This remonstrance 

further entreated that the execution of the fore­

going decree should be delayed till a final appeal 
could be made to the Queen of Spain. 

It was shown that, by a conveyance from the 

West Mrican Company to the Baptist mission­

aries, dated 13th June, 1843, there were assigned 

to " William Brodie Gurney, his heirs, el'ecutors, 

&c., all that the factory, plantation, and settle­
ment, called or known by the name of Clarence, 

sitnate and being in the island of Fernando Po, 

on the west coast of Mica, or howsoever else 

the same is or may be called, known, or described, 

and all messuages, dwelling-houses, tenements, 

factories, sheds, huts, stores, warehonses, ont­

buildings, yards, gardens, land, hereditaments, 

and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belong. 

ing, and therewith had, held, used, occupied, or 

eJljoyed. And all the cleared and other land 

and ground lying and being around the said 
factory or settlement, 01' held with or as part of 

the same, as the same is \lOW or was late in the 

tenure or occupation of the said Mrican com­

pany, or their agents." 
A legal form, to which the Spanish Governor 

paid no attention, as he did not recognize the 
u 
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authority of the West Mrican Company to make 
any such conveyance. 

His reply, therefore, very courteously stated his 
inability to comply with the request; but at the 
same time expressed his readiness to forward 

their memorial to the Queen of Spain. 
The only conclusion arrived at was, that the 

Baptist missionary and his family, consisting of 
wife and two daughters, left the island, and emi­

grated to a place iu Amboise Bay, on the con­
tinent, to which they gave the name of Victoria. 

Two or three certainly not more--families ofthe 

negro members of their church went with them. 

Accompanying Don Carlos Chacon there 

came four Jesuit priests, his secretary, a lieuten­
ant in the navy, a commissariat officer, and a 
custom-house clerk. Soon after the steamer in 

which he came arrived the transport "Santa 
Maria," with a number of emigrants-some 

women and chilclren. 
With the exception of the government staff, 

and the Jesuit Padres, the remainder of those 
who came passed a miserable wet season. No 

houses had been prepared for them, and th~y 
were therefore obliged to pick up lodgings where 
they could, the only places in which accommo­
dation was procurable bei.ng the hats of the 
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negro residents, all of which had earthen floors­

a very unhealthy thing for Europeans ill any part 

of Africa, especially in the wet season. 

Rapiclly succeeding the proclamation came the 

change of the name of the chief town, Clarence, 

to St. Isabel, and Spanish titles to all the streets 

were posted up ou bo~rds at the corners. A 
hospital was erected near Point 'William, and 

whereyer there was au available spot for the 

purpo<e a staff was fixed in the ground, aud the 

Spanish flag hoisted thereon. 

In the month of August, 1859, the war frigate 

"Ferrolana" arrived in St. Isabel harbour, having 

on board His Excellency Brigadier Don Jose de 

la Gandera, who had come to relieve Don Carlos 

Chacon. He was accompanied by his family. 

With him came likewise 150 soldiers, many 

women and children, a staff of executive officers, 

and a regimental band. 

On the first day of his landing under a salute 
from the Spanish and British men-of-war in the 

harbour, the following Royal Decree was read at 

the Government·house, in presence of the staff 

in their uniform, and of nearly all the inhabi­
tants of the town :-

"RoYAL DECREE. 

" According to what has been proposed to us 
u2 
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by our Council of Ministers, we have decreed as 
follows :-

"Art. 1. The Minister of War and Colonies 

will adopt necessary measures to colonize the 

islands of Fernando Po, Annobon, Corisco, and 

their dependencies. 

"Art. 2. There will be appointed to that station 

by the Minister of Marine those vessels of war 

which other necessities of the State can spare. 

The way in which this service is to be performed 

will be established beforehand by the Ministers 
of Marine and Colonies. 

"Art. 3. There will be also appointed to the 

said dominions the military forces which the 

Minister of 'Var may consider necessary; allow­

ing the commanders, officers, and soldiers those 

advantages considered convenient by the Min­

ister of War and Colonies. For the necessities 

of these forces, and for those of the inhabitants 

in general, there will be sent to the dominions of 

the Bight of Guinea the number of military 

physicians and surgeons considered necessary by 

the Minister of War. 
If Art. 4. A General of Brigade, or at least a 

Colonel, will be appointed Governor of Fernan­

do Po and the adjacent islands, with an allow­

ance of six thousand dollars a year. The Gover-
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nor first appointed to this post has a right to 

promotion aftar three years' residence in the 

country, or before that time if he distinguishes 

himself by his services. 

"Art. 5. The Governor of Fernando Po, Anno-

I bon, Corisco, and their dependencies, is responsi­
ble for the tranquillity of the islands under his 

government; therefore, besides the authority given 

to him by this decree, and that he may further 
receive, we invest him with the discretional 

power which the nature of the country or the 

• urgency of unexpected events may req uire . 

"Art. 6. The military and naval forces are 

under the command of the Governor. With re­

spect to the last named, the power allowed by 

the general regulations of the Admiralty to the 

viceroys of the Indies are also granted to him. 

"Art. 7. Should absence, sickness, or any other 

motive prevent the Governor from acting, he 

will be represented, in cases relative to the 

government, by the highest military comman­

der. 
c. Art. 8. In the cases before said the receiver 

·will take charge of the administrative affairs; but 

should any alterations be necessary, be will be 

obliged to consult the council, according to the 

18th Article. 

• 
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"Art. 9. A barrister will be appointed as 

Secretary to the Governor, with an allowance of 

three thousand dollars a year; and also a clerk, 

with au allowance of one thou and dollars per 

aOUUIn. 

"Art. 10. In order that the Governor mtty be 

rightly informed of the necessities of these 

islands, a functionary will be appointed under 

his orders, entitled the Special Delegate of Public 

Works. This functionary will have an allow­

ance of two thousand dollars a year, and one 

thousaud more for his expenses; and will be ob­

liged to study the quality of the soil, its produc­

tions, the currents of the waters, to survey the 

country, and to perform any other commissions 

which the Governor may entrust to him. 

"Art. 11. For the administration and collection 

of the rents and taxes established, and those 

that may be established in fnture, a Receiver 

with three tbous:tnd dollars, and a Comptroller 

with fifteen hundred, a year, are appointed. 

"Art. 12. A Judge is appointed, with an allow­

ance of three thousand dollars, whose duty is to 
assist in all matters relative to the administra­

tion of justice. 

"Art. 13. From the sentences of the Judge, an 

appeal may be made to the Council, constituted 
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in court, with the assistance of the Governor; in 

such cases the Secretary will fulfil the duties of 

Reporter, and the Judge will be unable to assist. 

"Art. 14. A public notary is appointed, with an 

allowance of fifteen hundred dollars, and is not 

permitted to receive fees. 

"Art. 15. An Interpreter is appointed, with an 

annual allowance of two thousand dollars, who 

must possess the necessary qualifications, in at 

least the English, French, and Portuguese lan­

guages. 

"Art. 16. In order that the clearing out of 

lands, &c., may be effected in the manner most 

advantageous to the country, and most con­

ducive to the public health, a civil engineer is 

appointed to superintend these works, with 

an annual allowance of two thousand dollars, 

and one thousand for necessary expenses. 

"Art. 1 7. The Governor is allowed 2000 

dollars, annually, for representation expenses. 
"Art. 18. The Governor in Council, with the 

approval of the Recei v~r, may dispose of 25,000 

dollars a year, for the improvement of the 

L-;lands. 
"Art. 19. The mis,ion of the Jesuits, sent to 

Fernando Po, and the adjacent islands, may 

dispose of six thousand dollars a year. The 

• 
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Superior of the :lfission must render an account 
of its inve-tment to the Governor, who will 
remit the ~ame to the )J inister of the Colonies. 

" Art. 20. The Superior of the Mission, the 

Receiver, the Judge, aud the Secretary, form the 
Cotmcil of the Governor, but whatever may be 
the opinion of the ,aid Council, the re;ponsi. 

hility of the resolutions made in it will always 

fall upon the Governor, excepting in cases pro· 
vided for ill the 13th Article. When the Com· 

mander of the X aval Forces is on shore he will 
he admitted into Council, and take precedence 

after the Governor. This Coull('il must meet 
for matters of importance, but the Go,'ernor 

may convoke it when he pleases 
"Art. 21. With the ad,-ice of the Council, the 

Goyernor may grant lanel, to nati,'es of our 

kingdom, or to national companies who may 
apply for such lands, either for plll'poses of 
cultivation, or for the establi,lllnent of factorie, 

or storehouses. 
"Art. 22. As before said, with the advice of 

the Council the Go,'ernor may likewbe grant 

lands to foreign individuals or companies who 
may apply for them, for the purpose above 
mentioned, but with tbe payment of an annual 

• 

• 
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fee, to be regulated and established by the 

Go\'erlllnent. 

"Art. 23. Before granting the said lands, the 

Governor will select those necessary for the 

building of the church, barracks, hospital, &c. 

With respect to those necessary for the naval 

dependencies, the Governor and Commander of 

the Naval Forces will agree. 

" Art. 2-1. All cultivated lands will be free of 

contribution or taxes during five years. 

"Art. 25. The Governor in our name will 

grant to the owners of these lands the title of 
. 

possesslOo. 

"Art. 26. Of such lands as have been con· 

ceded to this day by the Governor, the grant 

is confirmed, and titles of possession will be 

given to the owners. 

" Art. 27. The owners oflands already granted, 

or that may be granted in future, in the islands 

of Fernando Po, Annobon, Corisco, and their 

dependencies, will lose aU right of possession, if 

such lands are not cultivated or built upon 

within two years after their respective confirma­

tion or concession. 

" Art. 28. The duties of five per cent. for im­

portation, and two and a half for exportation, 

will be continued. Anchorage duties of twenty-
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five reals, for vessels above twenty tons 

and less than fifty; of fifty reals for those 

ahove fifty and less than three hundred and 

fifty; and of one hundred reals for those 

that guage from three hundred and fifty to 

seven hundred tons ahove the last guag­

ing. Vessels under twenty tons are free of 

anchorage. 

" Art. 29. All bonded goods or merchandise 

are free of duties for importation or exportation, 

but will pay one per cent. for storehouse ex­

penses. 

" Art. 30. A gratuitous passage to Fernando 

Po, and the adjacent islands, will be granted by 

the Government to all natives of our dominions 

applying for the same. 

"Art. 31. A sum of one million of reals is 

assigned to the Governor, for the assistance 

during the first year of the colonists to these 

islands; but with the indispensable condition, 

that colonists applying for such assistance shall 

be engaged in some art or occupation. Of the 

sums so expended, and others before mentioned, 

an account will be given to the Minister of the 

Oolonies. 
"Art. 32. The sum of two millions of reals is 

appointed for installation expenses . 
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" Art. 33. These smns, likewise those requisite 

for the ,upport of the military and naval forces 

assigned to these islands, will be furnished from 

the revenues derived from the island of Cuba, 

and included in its budget. 

" Art. 34. The Minister of Colonies will esta­

blish periodical communications between the 

Penin,uJa and the possessions in the Gulf of 

Guinea. 

" Art. 35. A circular containing all the neces­

sary information, for commerce in general, of the 

mercantile condition of the said islands, will be 

forwarded to the Governors of all the provinces 

of our kingdom. 

"Art. 36. The Minister of Colonies will adopt 

the necessary measures for carrying the present 
decree into execution. 

"Given at our palace the thirteenth of 
December, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight. 

" Signed by the QUEEN. 

" The lIIinigter of War and Colonie" 

" (Signed) LEOPOLDO O'DONNELL." 

Despite of all former experience, the colonists 
came out, or were seut out, as unprepared as 

ever to resist the deadly clinlate; and the conse­

quence was, that, in a very short time, gaunt 
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figures of men, women, and children might he 
seen crawling through the streets, with scarcely 
an evidence of life in their faces, save the ex­
pression of a sort of torpid carelessness as to how 

soon it might he their turn to drop off and die. 

More than twenty per cent. of those who 
came out died in the space of five months; and 
the" Patino," screw steamer, carried back fifty of 

them to Cadiz, who looked, when they embarked, 
more like living ,keletons of skin and bone than 

animated human beillgs. 

His Excellency Brigadier Gandera began the 

work of bu.h-c1earillg very energetically. One 
hundred Kroomen were obtained from the Kru 

coast, and an area of from four to six miles 
around the town was cleared. But the bush 

sprung up with renewed yigour; for such is the 
fertility of the soil 011 this island, that I have 
known of Indian corn, planted 011 a ~Ionday 

evening, makillg its appearance four inches 
abo,e the ground on the following Wednesday 
morning-within a period of thirty,sL'< hours. 

Concurrent with the erection of spacious 

barracks under Governor Gandcra's administra­
tion, an ascent to the highest peak of the island 

was effected by Sellor Pellon-one of the Spanish 
Government officials, who was accompanied by 
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Mr. Gustav Mann, botanist to the Niger expe­

dition in 1860. A considerable part of tbe 

journey np was effected by the aid of donkeys, 

a group of which had been brought some time 

previously from Teneriffe. At the very summit 

they found a huge crater, almost circular in its 

upper edge, of about sixty feet in circumference, 

and apparently about fifty feet deep. 

Near this summit they found a jar, with a 

shred of cloth resembling a piece of an old flag. 

The fOl·mer, ali being brought back to town, was 

recognized by one of the inhabitants as the jar 

left there by 1I1r. Beecroft in his ascent of 1840. 
The temperature was found to be ~9° Fahren­

heit during the night; for a thermometer was 
left there, for which they returned on the fol­

lowing day. -While they were up on the mountain 

a shower of hail descended. The vegetation was 

observed to be sparse, chiefly consisting of heaths 
and mosses. Between the last aboriginal town of 

Bassili and the highest peak they passed four na­

tive huts, and the hightst one was not many hours' 
walk from the mountain's summit. Nearly all 

the vegetation about the top had heen burned 
by the natives a few weeks before; and this was 

done by these simple people in the hope of fright­

ening away the white man, of whose ascent to the 



302 INVIGORATING ATMOSPHERE. 

top of the ueak they have a great dread­

because, they say, white man gets too near their 

original home," and can bring down on them 

any calamity. For example, if an epidemic 

were to break out amongst them after such 

a trip, they would attribute it to the white 

man's evil spirit; as they did some deaths which 

occurred after 1I1r. Beecroft's ascent in 1840. 

From this journey, however, some good resulted. 

1I1r. Mann procured for the Royal Botanic Gar­

dens at Kew a number of the first tree-ferns that 

bave been sent to England from Western Africa. 

By the observations of both the explorers, it 

appears that a temperate and invigorating 

atmosphere is found at some elevation, a cir· 

cumstance which proves the existence of those 

natnral capacities for a sanatorium that would 

render Fernando fa a health.restoring locale for 

all invalids suffering f!"Om debility caused by the 

miasmatous fevers of the continent. 

The question of the Spaniards establishing 

such a position, whicb would need the clearing 

of a large quantity of colossal trees and bush­

the making of roads and the erection of houses 

-is one that I presume neither to asseverate nor 
• Vide page 201, "Impressions of 'Vestern Africa," where I 

have mentioned that a Fernandian's idea of the origin of his tribe 
is, that they came originally out of the crater at the mountain t('lp. 
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to contradict. But against the probability that the 
• 

soil of Fernando Po should be so cultivated as to 

produce remunerative profit from its natural re­

sources, tbe greatest obstacle appears to me in tbe 

fact that the island occupied by from twenty 

to thirty thousand of the aboriginal Boobees, or 

Fernandiam, the laziest and mo.t worthless race 

of negroes to be met with anywhere in Africa. 
They are not warlike; but they have in fonner 

times shewll their antipatby to the Sp~niards 

by poi,oning the ,ourres of the streams that sup­

plied with water tbe to,,-ns of the early Spani,h 

colonizers in 1780. Since tben they seem to 
have in no wise become more humane or more 

civilized; and although the Baptist missionaries 

have laboured with zenl amongst them for a 

period of seventeen years (from 1841 to 1&58), 
tbe influences of tbeir teaching have had no 

• 
effect ill cbristianizing, or civilizing, or even 

humanizing, a single individual of the tribe. 

Of their social customs the most interesting 

appear to me those connected with their marriage 

ceremonies, to one of which I was witnessin the end 

of the year 1857, which I will attempt to describe. 
Although they keep no chronological records 

nor register of passing time, save that which the 

new moon gives them, they hold yearly festivities 



304 APPROACH TO A FERNANDIAN VILLAGE. 

in the dry season, which tbey recoO"nise as the 
• 0 

beginning of a new year. These fe,tivities are 

generally commenced in November, and continued 

during the two following months, being entitled 

"Lobos." They comprise dancing, singing, eat­
ing porcupine or gazelle chop, and d,·inking palm 

wine, fermented as well as unfermented. 

During the "Lobo" period, weddings or 

" Boolas" are general! y celebrated. 

Having had an intimation from Boobokaa 

(" the man of many hoxes")," who is head king 

of Issapoo, that one of his daughters was about 

to be married, I took it for an invitation, and 

walked up to his town a few days before Chrkt­

maR to be present at the ceremonial. 

The first thiug of which one is sensible, when 

approaching a Fernandian village, is the odour 

of Tola pomatum, t wafted by whatever little 

breeze may be able to find its way through the 

dense bushes. The next is the crowing of coch. 

Indeed, the poultry tribe seem to be the only 

bipeds endowed witb any activity in tbis island . 

• The names of many of the Fernandinn chiefs have signi6catioll.$ 
of this kind, like those of the North American Indians. One king is 
named B06Otchee, which is the Fernandinn for" thunder i" an­
other Borobabagne, which signifies II good deer's flesh." 

t I have explained in roy work, "lmpressiOIl8 of ·Western 
Africa," that 1'ola pomatum is a compoWld of a:ilics of palm oil, 
anrl thp mashed leavE's of an hE'rh hlwing a 1.rownu.h ararlt't hilI". 
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At St. Isabel, the capital, some of tbese, who 
may be considered the watchful sen tinels, crow 
at ten at night. The refrain is renewed at 
midnight, again at two o'clock in the morning, 

and at day-break the whole host of cock-a­
doodle·doo-ers join in a universal chorus­
perhaps to announce the coming forth of the 

• • rlsmg sun. 

On getting inside of the town our first object 
of attraction was the cooking going on in His 
Majesty's kitchen. Here a number of dead 
"Ipa" (porcupines) and" Litcha" (gazelles) were 
in readiness to be mingled up with palm oil, aud 
several grubs writhing on skewers, probably to 
add piquancy to the dishes. These are called 
" Inchakee," being obtained from palm trees, 
and look at first sight like Brobdingnagian mag­

gots. Instead of waiting to see the art of the 
Fernandian Soyer on these components, I con­
gratulated myself on my ham sandwiches and 

brandy and water bottle safely stowed in my 
portmanteau, which one of the Kroomen carried 
on his back, and sat on my camp stool beneath 
the grateful shade of a palm tree to rest awhile. 

Outside a small but belonging to the mother 
of the bride expectant, I soon recognised the 

happy bridegroom, undergoing his toilet from 

x 

• 
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the hands of his future wife's sister. A pro­

fusion of Tshibbu strings * being fasteued round 

his body, as well as bis legs and arms, the 
anointing lady, having a short black pipe in her 

mouth, proceeded to putty him over with Tola 
paste. He seemed not altogether joyous at the an­

ticipation ofrus approaching happiness, hut turned 

a sulky gaze now and then to a kidney-shaped 
piece of brown painted yam, which he held in 
his hand, and which had a parrot's red feather 

fixed on its convex side. This I was informed 
was called" Ntshoba," and is regarded as a pro­

tection against evil. influence during the impor­
tant day. Two skewer-looking hait· pins, with 

heads of red and white glass beads, fastened his 

hat (which was nothing more than a dish of 
bamboo plaiting) to the hair of his head; an(l his 

toilet being complete, he and one of the hrides­
men, as elaborately dressed as himself, attacked 
a mess of stewed flesh and palm oil placed before 
them, as eagerly as if they had not tasted food 
for a fortnight. In discus,ing this meal, they 

followed the primitive usage of "fingers before 

forks," only resting now and then to take a gulp 
of palm-wine out of a calabash which was hard 

• Smnll pieces of Achatectonica shell, which represent the 
native currency in Fernanr.1o Po . 
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by, or to wipe their hands in napkins of cocoa· 

leaf, a process which, to say the least of it, added 

nothing to their washerwoman's bills at the end 

of the week. 

But the bride! Here she comes! Led forth 

by her own, and her husband expectant's 

mother, each holding her by a hand, followed 

by two N epees (professional singers) and half·a. 

dozen bridesmaids. Nothing short of a correct 

photograph could convey an idea of her appear­

ance. Borne down by the weight of rings, 

wreaths, and girdles of " Tshibbu," the Tola 
pomatum gave her the appearance of an ex­

humed mummy, save her face, which was all 

white not from excess of modesty [and bere 
I may add, the negro race are reputed always 

to blush hlue], but from being smeared 

over with a white paste, symbolical of 

purity. 
As soon as she was outside the paling, her bridal 

attire wa' proceeded ',ith, and the whole body was 
plastered o,"e1" with white stufT. A veil of strings 

of Tshibbu shens, completely covering her face, 

alld extencling from the crown of her head to the 
chin, as well a, on each side from ear to ear, was 
then thrown over her; oyer this was placed 

an enormous helmet made of cowhide; and any 

x2 

• 
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one with a spark of compassion in him could 

not help pitying that poor creature, standing for 

more than an hour under the broiling sun, with 

such a load on her, whilst the Nepees were cele­

bratingher praises in an extempore epithalamium, 

and the bridegroom was completing his finery 

elsewhere. 

One of the N epees, who, for what I know, 

may have been the Grisi of Fernando Po, and 

who had walked eight miles that morning to 

assist professionally at the ceremony, commenced 

a solo celebration of the bride's virtues and 

qualifications. Whether any person of musical 

taste, who had listened to it, would have 

entitled the chaunt a combination of squeel, 

grunt, and howl, I cannot say; but that it pro­

duced satisfaction amongst, the native audience 

was evident from the fact of the energetic cho­

russing of several assistant minstrels, who yelled 

out--" Hee-hee jee eh!" at the termina­

tion of any passage containing a sentiment that 

met with their approbation, the exclamation 

being synonymous with our" bravo." 
The song, as translated to me, set forth 

the universal joy of nature at the festival 

which was approaching; amongst other mat­

ters, recording the existence of a race 



• , 

THE OFFICIATING PRIESTS. 309 

of wicked amphibious people wbo lived on the 

Mrican continent, and who would doubtless 

attempt to come over to disturb the universal 

harmony; but who, they knew, if they went into 

the water on that day, would be all remorse· 

lessly devoured by tbe sharks. It terminated 

with a recapitulation of the bride's .attractive 

qualities, her beautiful form, figure, and good 

temper; the latter a quality which I had no 

reason to doubt, as I did not enjoy the plea. 
sure of the lady's acquaintance. But when 

the Nepee wound up her praises by enumer· 

ating, amongst her other prepossesRing attri· 

butes, "the sweet smell" proceeding from 

her, which was the cause of inducing a white 

man to come and witness the ceremony, I 

turned away with a shudder, of what kind 

you may guess, at this outrage on poetic license, 

and said to myself, "If Nepee only knew the 

truth I " 
The candidates for marriage having taken 

their positions side by side in the open air front· 

ing the little house from which the bride elect 

had been led out by the two mothers, and where 

I was informed she had been closely immured 

for fifteen months previous, the ceremony com· 

menced. The mothers were the officiating 

• 
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priests-an institution of natural simplicity, 

whose homely origin no one will dare to im­

pugn. On these occasions the mother bishops 

are prophetically entitled "Boonanas," the 

Fernandian for grandmother. Five brides­

maids marshalled themselves alongside the bride 

postulant, each, in rotation, some inches lower 
• 

than the other; the outside one being a mere 

infant in stature, and all having bunches of par­

rots' feathers on their heads, as well as holding a 

wand in their right hands. The mothers stood 

behind the "happy pair," and folded an arm 

of each round the body of the other-Nepees 

chaunting all the while, so that it was barely 

possible for my interpreter to catch the words by 

which they were formally soldered. A string of 

Tshibbu was fastened round both arms by the 

bridegroom's mother; she, at the same time, whis­

pering to him advice to take care of this tender 

lamb, even though he had half·a-Jozen wives 

before. The string was then unloosed. It was 

again fastened on by the bride's mother, who 

whispered into her daughter's ear her duty to 

attend to her husband's farm, tilling his yams 

and cassada, and the necessity of her being faith­

ful to him. The ratification of their promise to 

fulfil these conditions was effected by passing a 
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goblet of palm wine from mother to son (the bride­

groom), from him to his bride, from her to her 

mother, each taking a sip as it went round. 

Then an indiscriminate dance and chaunt com­

menced; and the whole scene-the Tola paste 

laid on some faces so thickly, that one might 

imagine it was intended to affix something to 

them by means of it--the dangling musk-cat and 

monkey tuils-the dish hats and parrots' feathers 

-the bunches of wild fern and strings of Tshibbu 

shells, fastened perhaps as nosegays to the ladies' 

persons-the white and red and yellow spots, 

painted under the eyes, and on the shoulders, and 

in any place where tbey could form objects of 

attraction-the toui ensemble, contrasted with the 

lofty bombax, beautiful palm, cocoa-nut, and 

other magnificent tropical trees around, pre­

sented a picture rarely witnessed by a European, 

and one calculated to excite varied reflections. 

Wheu fatigued with dancing, and when all the 

company, from the cracking of the Tola putty, 

looked as if they were about to fall into man's 
original element of clay, the six other wives and 

the Nepees walked away, followed by the bride­

groom, wi th the bride and the bridesmaids after 

him-all marching down the pathway which led 

to the bridegroom's house. 
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Knowing the ceremonials were not yet finished, 

I followed the company for half a mile. As 

they went along, the former wives of the newly­

married man sang, and jumped, and wheeled 

around, beckoning to the bride to come on; who, 

poor creature! with her belmet and her cinctures 

of shells if nerves had been in fashion in Fer­

nando Po-wonld have needed smelling-salts, or 

a douche of cold water, half-a-dozen times on bel' 
• 
Journey. 

Tbe outside palisading, in which was a faint 

attempt at a gate, was reached. Here I wit­

nessed an act of naturaJ politeness, which no ilis­

ciples of Chesterfield or Mrs. GeneraJ could rivaJ. 

Tbe old wives preceded tbe new bride on bel' 

way in tbrougb the onter enclosure, as if guiiling 

her to her new home; but when they reached 

the inner paJisading tbey all gave way to her, 

allowing her to precede them in her progress. 

Within this the ceremony was proceeded witb, 

the bride standing with bel' back to tbe door, 

her busband's arm again embracing her, and 

hers round his body likewise. One of hls children 

presented a huge brown painted yam, which she 

received, with a renewal of advice from her mo­

ther to attend to the cultivation of this esculent. 

Others of his children fixed epaulets of Tshlbbu in 
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their proper places; the bridegroom put four 

rings of the small shells on the middle finger of 

her right hand; another piece of advice, or 

lecture, was given to her son by the bridegroom's 

mother, and the ceremony was completed. 

Before the feasting commenced, the bride and 

the bridegroom visited their parents and near 

relations to announce to them the fact that the 

ceremony was completed, and to claim their 

approbation. 

All the friends from distant parts who had 

come to be present brought dishes with them. 

Some poor women, who had nothing better to 
give, carried bundles of fire-wood on their heads 

-a present which might appear ridiculous to 

anyone who did not remember the widow's 

mite, and its gracious acceptance. 

When it was all over, I could not avoid ad­

miring the strength of character of that young 
woman, who had gone tbrough such a day's toil 
with such unshrinkin g fortitude; and I protest 

against being called "an old bachelor" for 

recording this sentiment. 

Whether it was the hot sun, or what brother 
Jonathan would call "the loud smell," or a 

combination of botb, tbat urged me not to 

think of waiting to partake of the banquet, I 
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cannot say. At all events, I soon turned my 
back on the bridal party, and left them to enjoy 

-not their honeymoon, nor their treacle-moon, 
but their" Tola "-moon, without presuming, on 

the de gustibus non disputandum principle, to cast 
any imputation on their peculiar tastes_ 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Removal of Baptist Mjssionaries from Fernando Po to Amboise 
Bay-Constitution of a. new Settlement under the Name of 
Victoria-Advantages set forth by the Colonists regarding their 
new Settlement---King wmiaro tbe Sovereign of Bimbia and 
of Amboise--The Isebus, Baquiris, and Batohkes-Or the Bati 
reputed to be at the back of Kameroon Mountain-Dr. Barth's 
Opinion of them, and of their language-Information on these 
Mystical Tribes from the Rev . .Mr. Anderson, at Old Kalabar ; 
from the Rev. Mr. Crowther, at Lagos-Inquiries about the 
Jetem and Mbafu-Of the Ding-Ding, ascertained to be nick­
named the Nyem-Nyem mentioned by Bayard Taylor­
Prospective Utility of such Inquiries. 

WHEN the Baptist missionaries at Fernando Po 

found the first article of Don John Joseph 
de Lerena's proclamation set aside, namely, 

"to secure to every person or persons their 
liberty, their individual property, and their 

religion, so long as they continue to obey the 
laws of the colony," they at once resolved on 



316 NEW SETTLEMENT. 

transferring themselves to the mainland of 
Mrica. 

Accordingly, Amboise Bay, at the base of the 

Kameroon mountain, was selected for the pur­

pose; and their new settlement was at once 

dignified with the title of Victoria. 

The Rev. Mr. Saker, the head of the Baptist 

mission, made a purchase from King William 

of Bimbia, of an extent of land reaching from 

a small stream of water flowing into IIIan-of 

War Bay to the point eastward of Aboobee, or 

Pirate Island-a coast distance of about eighty 

miles. 

Before visiting this place, I had learned from 

the Missiona,y Herald, of November, 1858, that 

the name of Morton Bay was given by the 

colonists to the inner cove facing the settlement 

of Victoria, as well as to that on the beach. Here 

a market was held every third day, in which 

fish, plantains, yams, and fowls were to be pur­

chased for the merest trifle. 

The advantages set forth by the Rev. Mr. 

Saker and his congregation as possessed by the 

new settlement were, that it had no mangrove 

swamps - no musquitoes that it was a site 

within reach of any temperature, to be at­

tained by its residents on ascending the 

\ 
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mountains-that there were two islands in the 

middle of the hay, Ambas or Ndami and Mon­

doleh - either being appropriate for a light­
house; and that there was a well-sheltered 

bay inside these blands, safe and capacious 

enough for a large portion of the British Navy 
to anchor in. 

A river of fresh water flowed into the bay, 

fish was abundant in the harbour, and, great­

est advantage of all, they could have what was 

denied to them in fernando Po--freedom of 

religious worship. 

An examination into the hydrographical 

benefits of the bay as all anchoring place, made 

by Commodore \Vise, R.N., in H.M.S.S. "Vesu­

vius," during the year 1859, did not prove it 

to be anything like the description of it given 

by the enthusia.,tic missionaries. At one im­

portant point of the bay, described in the Rev. Mr. 

Saker's chart as having from four to six fathoms 

of water, it was found by ~Ir. Brown, Master 

R.N., who had charge of the soundings, to have 
only from six to nine feet. 

There is no doubt tbat Amboise bay is the 
least unbealthy station on the west coast; hut 

its iron-bound rocks, and the inaccessibility of 
its islands, would require an immense outlay 
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of capital to make the neighbourhood habit­
able. 

The Bimbia people, whose sovereign, King 
William, holds sway over all this neighbourhood, 
are of the Isebu tribe. The natives of the 

islands Ndami and Moudoleh profess to be a dif­
ferent race from the Bimbians, although speak­

ing the same language. Of their genealogy, as 

of that of all Mrican tribes, no accurate account 
can be obtained. 

The Baquiri tribe are located above the Isebus, 

or Bimbians, on the !Cameroon mountains. They 
are represented by tbeir neighbours-with a re­

ciprocal appreciation which seems universal here 
-as being savages. A tribe called Batohke d lVell 
neal" to the Rumby Point, on the westem ~ide 

of the base of the mountain; whilst between 
the latter and Amboi.e Bay are the J onghi, 

at a place not twenty miles from Fernando 

Po. 
Around this interesting loculi!.,- there seems 

to me a large field for the inquirer i.nto M­
rican ethnology - a branch of knowledge in 
pursuit of which a larger amount of ac­

cessories is required than I have been able to 

obtain. 
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Nevertheless, I shall take this opportunity of 

stating here the result of some inquiries I have 

heen making. 

It will he recollected that a chart of Dr. 

Barth's explorations in Central Africa had been 

compiled, as well as published, under the snper­

intendence of )fr. Petermann, before the Pleiad's 

expedition up the Niger·Tshadda.Binne, and 

therefore previons to the doctor's return to Eu­

rope. In that cbart was mentioned a tribe called 

Bati, who were describeJ as "Pagans, reputed 

to be of a white colour, and of beautiful shape 

-to live in houses made of clay-to wear 

clothes of their own making-and to exist in a 
country from which a mOlllltaill is visible to the 

S. \Y., allcl close to the scn." 

From the position in whieh the Bati ('ountr)' 

wn!oi plrll'pcl in ::\Ir. Pet(\rmanll'~ chart, there 
could he no doubt that Kamcroons was the 

mountain referred to. 
On my fir,t olli('i,,1 visit to the river Kame­

roon', in .Tanuary 1850, I made inquiries frolll 

the Briti,h, as well as native traders, if onch a 
race were known; and I received information 

that there was a people styled Bari, not Bati, 
who, instead of being white, were yellow-co-
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loured; who were of fiue shape, and who lived 

near the place indicated on the chart. Any in­

formation about their peculiarities of worship, 
dress, mode of living, trade, or agricul­

ture, I found to be perfectly unattainable. 1 
learned, however, that they were very warlike, 
as well as that they rode on horses; and I for­

warded the result of my inquiries to Dr. Barth. 

He wrote to me, in reply, that he did not think 

the Bari and Bati were of the same tribe. "For," 
he added, ",. and t, as far as I know, are never 

changed in these languages-not like rand c, 

p and f, dh and I, and others. Besides, I think 
the a in Bari is a long vowe~ while in Bati it is 

short. J, therefore, must suppose these two 

tribes distinct; but they may live near together. 

Any information which you will be able to 
gather about that interesting corner behind the 

bay must evidently be of the highest import· 

ancei but a great difficulty will of course arrive, 
with regard to identifying the various tribes, 

as there is no doubt that the same tribe may 
be called by a very different name on the coast 
and in the interior. So I am almost sure 

that the Ding-ding, who are living in huts 
erected in the branches of large trees, 
will have quite another name; and the 
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same is probably the case with the Tckar." 

• '" '" 
"Have you any communication with Duke­

town? I am uncertain with what country 

round the bay I shall identify Mbafu, a dis­

trict which has been visited by the predato\:J 
excursions of the Fulbe, and which they repre­

sent as in continual intercourse with the Chris-

tians; it is near the sea-shore. • • • • 

• 
" Yours truly, 

"H. BARTll." 

Thinking I might obtain some· information on 

these matters from the Old Kalabar mission­

aries, I transmitted Dr. Barth's letter to the Rev. 

W. Anderson, and subjoin his reply :-

" Duketowu IHissioD House, 
"Old KaI.bar, July 22od, 1850. 

"My DEAR SIR,-I have made diligent inquiry 

among the Efik people in reference to the Ding­

dinO" the Tekar and the IIlbafu. 0' , 

"1st- Ding-ding. Nothing seems known of 

them here, or of any men living in trees. The 
people laugh beartily when told of them, and say 

y 
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, they must be brother to the birds and mon­

keys.' 

"2nd-Tekar. The people here know of no 

couutry of that name; '_uppose it no be the 

Atoka or Atakha or Ataga, who live somewhere 

beyond Akunakuna. None of the Atoka people 

are in Old Kalabar.' 

" ord-Mbafu. There is a people, or country, 

or both, for on the other side of Qua, called 

1lbafum. Some of them are ,ometimes brought 

a, slaves to Old Kalabar. 

" I have long wi,hed to ascertain the position 

and distance from Old Kalabar of a country 

called here Mbrikum, 1lhurikum, or )[1mdikulll. 

JIlany of them are brought here as slaye,. They 

are more liked in Old Kalabar than mauy 

brought from other countries. They are peace­

able, honest, energetic; they represent their 

country as being three month,' journey from Old 

Kalnbar-as being de.titute of large trees, and 

as being not far from some 'hig ,vatery,' on 

which ships are visible. Their country is much 

infested hy men who' wear trowser; and ride on 

horsehack,'-I suppose some Moori,h tribe-and 

who are called Tibare. They may be the Tilbe 

(Fulbe?) referred to by Dr. Barth. 
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.. .. " .. 
"I observed that Dr. Barth has not found r 

and t interchangeable among the tribes he has 

visited. They are so in many Efik words. The 
word in question, if communicated to twenty 
Kalabare"e, would forthwith be pronounced by 
the one·half Bati, and by the other Bari. In 
Efik we cau say either. ' Ku wut owo,' or 'Ku 
wur owo,' (don't kill man); 'Enye okut osang,' 
or 'okur' oSRng (he sees way); 'Tat inn a,' or 
'Tar inna' (open the mouth); 'esit ayat (or 
ayar) enye' (he is troubled -literally, heart 
troubles him); 'a dat (or a dar) esit' (he reo 

joices.) 

.. " .. .. .. 
" Yours truly, 

"W~l. ANDERSON." 

I may observe that tbe word Tibare is pro· 
nounced long (Tibaare) by the Efik people at Old 
Kalabar; and therefore it seems to me not at all 

improbable that this name, passed about amongst 
men who are entirely ignorant anel uuconscious 
of lexicography, may have been metamorphosed 

y2 
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into Baari or Baati when dictated by word of 

mouth. As recorded by Dr. Baikie, there are 

some of the Bati tribe in Clarence, Fernando Po, 
and their characteristics are entirely different 

from those of the Batis described by Dr. Barth, 

or of the Baris mentioned to me by the Kame­

roons people. 

Determined to pursue the matter further-to 

try to ascertain the identity of these hitherto 
mythical tribes I wrote to the Rev. Mr. Crow­

ther at Lagos, enclosing Dr. Barth's inquiries. 

The following is his answer:-

"I am afraid I cannot enlighten you much 

about Dr. Barth's queries. The name Ding­

ding is familiar to me; we have a tribe of Y 0-

ruba living somewhere in the neighbourhood of 

Bargu-sometimes spelt Borgoo-on the right 

bank ofthe Kowara, opposite Bousa so called; but 
the mode of living, in huts erected in the branches 

of trees, leads me to think the Ding-ding 

must be another people, of whom I have no 
knowledge. Dr. Barth's l\lbafu is in all pro­

bability the same as Mbofou of Mr. Koelle (see 
his map to 'Polyglotts Africana,' somewhere 
about the Ibo country. The name may not be 
known as such to the people of Old Kalabar and 
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Kameroons; if it be not tbis, I cannot otherwise 

~u~" it. From Dr. Barth's information, the 
Filatahs marched soutbward in that direction; 

aud from the long intercourse the Kalabarese 

and Ibos have had with European merchants in 
the Bigbt of Biafra, they might, with all pro­

priety, be said to bave iutercourse with Chris­

tians near the sea-shore. Considering the du.tance 

of Hamarrua and Adamawa from the Ibo coun­

try, the people of the latter might be said to live 

near the sea-coast." 

I received further information respecting these 

unkno,rn tribes and localities from the Rev. 

!lfr. Anderson in December. From a letter com­

municated to me by Dr. Barth, he considers 

Koelles N dob to be the lIlburikum of which lIIr. 

Anderson wrote in his first communication; and 

the latter gentleman, extending his inquiries 

still further, thus informs me :-

"1st. The 1I1burikllill (or lIfbudikum) call a 

tribe of the warlike Tibare Ding-ding; but they 
do not live in trces. The Tibare wear cloth, and 

ride on horse,. 
"2nd. Teka u. the name 

country near the Tibare_ 

of a tribe and 
, 
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"3rd. Mbafum, or Mbufong, or Ekoi, furnishes 
many slaves for Old Kalabar. 

"4th. lIlburikum is the name of a large terri· 

tory, including several other countries or towns, 

of which the following are the chief :-lst, 

Barnum, a fine, strong people, who frequently 

wage war with the TibaI'e; 2nd, Ndob--big 
water at Ndob, and those who come here (to 

Old KalabaI') from that district can live in water, 
same as Kameroons; 3rd, Babuk; 4th, Bariln; 

5th, Bangora; 6th, Isa; 7th, Bansok; 8th, 
Bambo; 9th, Balri; 10th, Banam; 11th, Mfon· 

sin; 12th, Bandyn. 

" All these places are to the east of Efik (Old 
Kalabar). They all lie 'on side where sun 

rises. ' 

"Y ow·s truly, 

"Wh!. ANDERSON." 

On the occasion of a visit which I made to the 

Kameroons, in February of this year, on board 
H.M.S.S. "lI1erlin," I inq aired of IIIr. J ohn­
son, a very intelligent attach/! to the Baptist 
mission community there, if he knew anything 
of the Ding.ding, Tekar, Mbafu, Jetem, Mbudi· 

kum, Bari, or Bati, races. He informed me 
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that the Bayon people who are of the Mbudikum 
territory, designated all the Filatahs as Baris. 

A man, from the Bayon district, was at that 

time near Kameroons-unfortunately, at the 
period of my inquiry, not accessible - wbo 

states that he met a white man and a black man 
in his country a few years before coming 
down. 

I left Mr. J oh nson a number of questions to 
ask of this Bayon man, but he has Hot been 
able to get any answers from him. 

In a letter (Feb. 11th) which I had from Dr. 
Barth, he WTites: "I cannot think that Mr. 
Anderson is right in stating 
to be a section of the Tibare. 
subjected." 

the Ding-ding 
They may be 

Subsequent information received from .Mr. 
Anderson proves that Dr. Barth is right, and 
seems to me to settle at once the identity of the 

Ding·ding. 
When I paid a short visit to Old Kalabar, in 

the month of April, on board H.M.S.S. "Fire· 
fly," the subject came on in conversation, and 
ill'. Anderson communicated to me the following 
recent intelligence which he had obtained. A • 
man was then in Duketown, who informed him 
that the word Ding-ding with the Tibare is 
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synonymous with slave-that the story of their 

living in trees would seem to arise from the 

fact of some of the Mbudikums being con­

stantly posted in the tops of trees to watch 

for the coming of the predatory Tibares, 

which they announce to their people by blowing 

horns, to give warning of the enemy's approach. 

It may be asked by those who have followed 

me so far, what is the practical utility to be 

derived from investigations concerning these 
tribes, whilst these inquiries have tended to no 

ascertained conclusion? I answer, they may 
at least be considered as an impetus to future 

explorers, leading tbem to attempt the discovery 
of facts concerning people about whom we have 

hitherto been entirely ignorant; and that such 

inquiries may, in the end, prove as useful as the 
discoveries of Dr. Livingstone concerning un­

known tribes on the eastern side of tbe continent. 
For I believe the rivers which traverse the hith­

erto great unknown tract of African land are 

destined to be the great highways by which 
legitimate commerce, and its consequent civilit-­

ing influence, are to be carried on. Even 
such slight information as tbis-be it only re­
garded by many in the light of crude conjecture 
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-may tend to increase our knowledge of the 
native tribes, as well as lead future explorers to 
gain clearer and more defined ideas respecting 
the Ethiopian people-a race the lowest in civil­

ization of all created species; inhabiting a soil 

the richest in the production of such industrial 
resources as tend to the comfort of the great 
human family. 

TKE END. 
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childhood to manbood, the perill Ibat em'lroned him In a Court hOSIlit to hi, religion lind 
race, his unCorl"nate marriage, bls penonal bravery, hi. skill OIa comm.nde r-thne and 
many other characterlstlcs that IV!ll suggest themlelnl to our ruden, cause UI to hili 
Min Fren',!! Ill'W work n a welcome addllion to out stock of uooks. It I. a well_knllWD 
feature in JIlin Freer's worh, that not content with the ordinary loureu of Information to 
which poplilur \\'fite r, have recours!!, sbe Invenlgatu for he rnlf the MS. docum~ull of the 
period under rl!vle\\', and II thus ~nabled to lupply UI with nclV fa~ts , and to bring III facl! 
to fll~e Ivlth th~ ptrson. whOle letlons an rtCOrdfd. Tbl., which conttltutu one of the 
IIrut charms of ~t. Jlflchelel, '" a hiltorla", il Ilken'lle a marked cbaracterlulc of Al l .. 
Fuer, and conf"r. a greaL additlOllal vallie upon ber hillorlcal portraill."- Critic. 

"To become tbe chro"lcler oflUcb R reign 8! tha t of Beu..,. IV, Is no mean tll.lr, and 
1IIIn Freer hOi accompllsbed It wltb .Ingular good tute. good tr"se, and vigour. The 
ItOry DfV~r llag.. Our autboren I. alwaYI faltbful , IICtUral<', Ind Inldllgent. R ei Ilyle 
II gooJ, and ber lubject abounds with Inte rest for every .tudent of hl.l.Ory.'·-H e, ald. 

" 'Ve know DO works of this klud, witb the elU'fptlon , perhap., of Jllacaulay'. bl,tory, 
which are more pleasllut readl"! tbnn tbe hittorie, of &Uu F reer The charm of tbe 'Iyle 
anll manner, Ind the accuracy 0( the deutlls , com biD!! to under ber 'A'orh I v.luablf 
addition to our IitHary treuurn."-.."/llIn Dull • 

• , In tfiling the reign of B enr,. I V .• MilS Freer hu one of the mo.t interntlng portion. 
of French history for Ilt r Itory. She bas told it f rom nnt to lall wllb talte. u,lng I elr.,. 
vigorous .tyle."-E.ramintr . 

.. The public will thlnk Min Freer mOil heartily for then deli,h t!ul.volutlln. In her 
articular line she II the but hl.torl.1I of ber day."-ClIrolllcit . 



• 

HISTORY AN D BIOGRAPHY. 3 

HENRY III. KING OF FRANCE AND POM rm; 
HIS COURT A~D TIM ES. From numerous unpublished sOUrcLS, in. 
c1uding ?lIS. Documents in the Bibliothcque Imperiale, and the Arcbives 
of France and haly. By ~ I[ SS FREER, Autbor of "Marguerite d'An. 
gou!cme," .. Elizabeth de Valois, and the Court of Philip II ," &c. 3 \'ols. 
post 8\'0. with line portraits, 315. 6d. bound 

.. M,u Freer bll\·jllg won fo r ber5elf the reputation of a mOIL pllinstaklng and trust. 
II'llrlhy b'lto1rilln not Ius thlln ao accompliihed writer, by hrr previous mf'molrs of 
sO\'f'r",igQl of the houses of Valois lind Nal'llrre, will not fall 10 mel'l with limon 
cordilll And hnrty \I'dcomf' (or her pr .. uot admirable history of Henry III., the ]asl of 
the French kings of the house of Vlllols. \Ve ref ... r our r"'Bden to the vnluml'S tbem. 
s~h'!'Il for Ihe lut.ereetlng detail. of the life Dnd reign of Henry Ill., hi. resid .. nce io 
Poland. hI' marriage "'lth Lollisf' df' Lormine, hi' cruelties. biB hypocrisies, hi5 I,enancet, 
his n~!:I!L!I~'nation by Ihe hands of the monk Jaquu CI4!m .. nt , &e. Upon lhe.e poiots, al 
IIdl 011 with rf'fel'l'nee to otbtr personl Il'ho ol.'l.'uplfd a promlneDt I,osition dUriD~ thia 
p"riod, abundant information is afforded by llllss Frf'~r; Bnrl thf' public will feel with ua 
th"t a deep tleht of gtatitudf' II due to tlll!.t lady for tbe faitbful I!.od admirable manD<!r in 
which ,be hu pourtrayed the Court and Tlmn of H~nry the ThJrd."-CI"tmicle. 

"The pre\'lou' hiltorlCl!.1 14ho!lrs of JUill Fref'r I\'ere 50 suecenfu] as to afford a rleh 
promhf' In the present undrruking, the performance of n'hicb, it II not too much to SHY, 
uceedf "'peclBtu.m, and testllies to her lIelllg not only tbe molt IIccompllshf'd, but the 
most ael.'urll.tf' of lIlodern femBlf' historians. Tb ... Life of Henry Ill. of I-'ranee il I. 

coutrlbulon 10 ]iteralure which will have 11 npuutioll as impf'tll!J;;ble Il.I It. pre';;o! 
ram", must be large aud increasing. Jud .. ed, Ill .. buok Is 01 sucb a truly fllsc:ln!l.tlng 
charactcr, that once bf'gun it II impoll_,ible 10 lene il""-llle~sengcr . 

.. Among the ela" of cbrouicle hbtoriu, Miss Fr~er's Henry Ihe T bird or Fmncf' II 
f'ntiti<!d to a high r",uk. A.s regards .tyle and If!'ltment M.sl Freer has mllodl' a grf'al 
adv.mce upon bel' ' J::lIl1lbdh de Valoil,' ". thlH book WIll an aonUle. upou bel' 
' l'!Iarguerite D·Allgoul{:ml'.' "-Speet(lillr. 

" \Ve heartily reeommend this work to the reading public. Min Fret'r hal mueh. per. 
baps .. ll, or the quick llt,rcepti!lll aud pielur1'lque style by wblcb Niss Sldeklaud hat 
urnI'd bf'! weU·duerved popularlty."-Cntic. 

ELIZABETH DE VALOIS, QUEEN OF SPAIN, AND 
TH E COURT OF PIIlLIP I I. From numerous unpublished sources in 
the Archives of France, Italy, and Spaiu. By MISS FREE R, 2 voll 
post 8\'0. with fine Portraits by HEATH. 21s . 

.. It I, not nLlrlbuting too mueh 10 Miss Freer to say tbllt herttl f llod Mr. Prueotlllre 
probaulr the best sumple. of our modetll bio!:rapb~r8, The Iltn~nt volumes wll1 be II boon 
t<l pos terity fo r wbieh it will be grateful. Equally sullablf' (or b"truetion and amunmen !, 
they porlray one of tbe mOil IU!f're.llling ehar:!et"rs lind periods of hiltory. "-JfJhn Rull. 

" Such a book IlS the memoir 01 ElIub",tb de \""0],,1.11 a literary tr"aSUff' 1\·hlo::b ... HI be 
the 1Il0re al>preCillled RS its merih obtain that repututlou 10 whIch they mOlt Justly IIrf' 
t utltlerl. Jill .. Freer hll.l done her utl11011 to make tbc I'"cu 01 Eli~Bbet h's, J)nn Carlol', Ilnd 
Philip 11 .'1 careen rully known, " tbey a.etually tratlll,lred."-Dtll'.t Met/unger. 

THE LIFE OF MARGUERITE D'ANGOULEME. 
QUE EN of NAVARRE, SISTElt of FRANC IS I. 
Second Edition, 2 \'ols. with line Portraits, 2ls. 

By MISS FREER. 

' ''f hi. I. I. vuy u ... ful and amusing book. It il a goon work. l"tty wf'll';'ouf'. T h l! 
l1 utlloreu II quitf' f'qualln pOII"Hand gtA~f' 10 Min :itrickIAnd. bbf' must ban' .peat grellt 
time lind labour i. eollectlug t be In[ormBt!oo, Whl(b ahe imparLf In an eny and agreellble 
manner. 11 I, difficult to ]~y dO"'n h .. r book aiter buYing once begun It. This il OIl'lng 
partly to tllf' inlerntln!> naturt> 01 tbe subject. pnrtly to the ikilful manner in which i t ha t 
been Ireat .. d" Nu olhtr lit~ or ~l lIrgu"'ttte has yet b~,"n llUbli&hed, "Vf'n in Franee. l udef'd , 
till Louil PhlhllVe o rder .. d the coHeetion and IIUbU~Bt10U 0\ manuleriptl rf'luting to th e 
hl5tory of Fr:ln~ .. , no .uch work cDuld be publisbed. It is difficult to tonet il·" how, under 
auy ci ren m""ocel, It cou Id lJ"I'~ been b"tt~r don t . "-St" .. dllrd.. 

• 
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4 HURST AND BLACKETT'S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

LODGE'S PEERAGE AND BARONETAGE FOR 1861. 
USD£R THE E~PEClAL PATROSAGE OF IIER ;\IAH.;"TV A~D II .R.II . THB 

PRINCE CONSORT. Corrccted throughout by the Nobility. THIRTIETH 

EOtTIOS, in I "01. royal 8"0., "itb Ihe Arms bea'Jtifully engrucd, hand­
somely bound, with gilt edges. price 315. 6d , 

LODGE'S PEERAGE ASD 8,\,RONETAGE is acknowledged to be the most 
complete, as well as th~ most elegant, work of the kind. As an cstablilobed aud 
nutbe~tic a'llhanlr on all questions re:.pecting the family bbtorics, honoll15, 
and coonectior.s of the titled aristocrac)'. no work ba\ ever stood so IlIgh. It is 
puhli:.hed under lhe especial patronage of lI er ~hjes.ty, and lIis Ro~-al I1i;hncss 
the Prince Consort, and is annually corrected throughout. from the Jler~onal 
communicalion~ of the N'o"ilil~'. It is the only work of its ela~s, ill which, 
tht (!lpt btin.!f ktpt rO'fl..l/u'fI.t1!J Iial/ding·, e\·ery correction is made in its proper 
111ace to the date of p'lblicatioll, an advantage which gi\·es it supremacy o\·er all 
its com!letitor~ . Independt"ntly of its full and authentic information re~pecting 
tbe ex.isling Peera and Baronets of the realm. the mo:.t sedulous attention is 
given in it!. pages to the collateral branches of the "arious noble famil ies. and 
the nam~ of many thousand indiViduals are introduced, which do not apIlear in 
other records of tbe titled e1asses. Por it:. authority, cOrTeelness, and facility of 
arrangement. and tbe !Jeauty of ils typography aud binding, tbe work is justly en _ 
titled to the high place it occupies on the tables of lIer Majesty and tbe Nobilit)' • 

.. Lod!(,, ' s r~r:J.gt' must lIup"uedt' 1101] other work. of the kind, (or two reuolI, ; flrlt, I t 
Is on a better plan; !lUd, 'I"condly, it Ilbtth'r U:I"cuttd. \\ I" CBn .. fely pronouncl' It to lol' 
tbe rt'lldirsl, tht' mOlt lIufut, Bnd eX(1('lut of lIIodern 'vork, on th .. ~ut,j .. c;t "-~Ptct"tor . 

.. II work which corr .. cU ,II frrors of formu ,,"orb. Jt II Ihe production o( I h .. r.ld, 
,,"e hnd !Llmost laid, II)' birth, but tfrlalnly by pro(ehion .nd lIudiu,lI1t. Lodgt', tbe Norror 
King of Arm.. It I,. molt unful p'lbUcuion."-Tjmu. 

"At pHfect II Pl!t'ra~e of the Brltilh Empire III WI' are e\'er llkel, 10 .ee pubUahed. 
Gre.lt pllolns h~ve bel'n l uken to make It &I com pIe ... and accu rate II "oullol... The work 
I~ patronlted by Her III IJuly and t ht' Prince Consort ; and It " .... (lrth), of a place in t'very 
g .. ntltm:au'J librMy, III \\"I~II as to evuy public inatitution"-Hl'ruld . 

.. A, I work of con\.tmpor.nl'Ou, hl.loq', thll \·olnme r, 0{ t;:rI:'ll .... Iu('-the mott'riar, 
h:lVlng been dtrh·rd from the most B'.lIhentic lour(u :aud In th.,. majority of tal ... emllOll!!ng 
from the nobl .. famllluthemulves. It ("ontlllni III th .. n«i1ful ju J"orDlIItlon rupretln, the 
nobility of tht' Emplr ..... - Pod. 

"Thts work should fo rm , portIon of l'\"ery It:ent]l'm.n'. Itbn.ry. At ,U tln'u, the infor. 
matlon I\·bkh It cootainl, dtrived (rom offiela' sources uclulively at the commaod of Iht' 
author, I. of Imporllnce to mo,t elU"'1 of Ihe communil)· ; to tbl" antiquary It mUlt boe 
Invlliullble, (or Implici t reliance m.y be p l:aced 011 It. COlllenll."-Glllbl'. 

"Th is work derives great .al"e from tbe high authority of Mr. Lodge . The pta" 
I. i'XCelll'DI,"-Lilc.'Tur¥ Gu;:ettl' . 

.. When hny book hn. run through 10 many edition., Itl reput.tlon Is '0 IndeUM, 
Itsmllfd, that It requl ru oe'th",r criticism oor prlOlte. It il but just, howtnr, to ny, that 
, Loui,,'1 P .... rage and H"ronetllgt' 15 the mOil eleg.ot and aceulal ... Ind Iht' but of U' 
clan. The chl~f point oi Ult'lienee :auachlng to tbis Pl'l'rage con.llt. neither In It I 
e1eg~nc~ or type nor Iu cOfOjlltteneas of III"'Hr.ltl<)n. but lu iu ,utheoUtity. whIch .. In.urt'd 
by th",leUH·prUI being 3lw"'fS kepi ltanr\ing. alld by immediate lit ..... Uon beloe m.de 
when~ver any cb.ng .. takes pl"'ce. either by d~.th or otht'rwllt, .mong.1 Ihe nobility or the 
Unittd Kl nguom. The work h .. obtained the .peclll p.tronlge of Her Moat Gradoul 
lhjt'Sty, aud o( HI. !loyal High" .. " Ihe Prim't' COD.Ort, which patronap baa oerer boreD 
better or more worthll, be,to,.ed."-jlleut71gtr, 

.. , Lod,!e" Peerllge and. Baronetalft ' bas loe-come, "It werl:'. an ' Institution' of tbl. 
country ~ In otbtr w'lrdl, It I. indl.penuble. and flonot be dont '"tbou\, by .oy ""rlon 
bowi"g \.In,lnelll" tile gre,lt world 'fhe auth .. "tI:it)' of thil •• Iullolt .. 'ork. as .... '.rd. tbe 
.~.'.·ral topk. to which It rl'fers. hu nev .. r \.Iten I"Xcl't'd",d, .od, coll.equently. It Ulun b. 
recell'td II one of th .. mo. t imporl.nt contribution. to locl,1 and domtltlc blnor, Ulant, 
.... a oook of n!trl'nce-Indispenllblt' tn mOlt cue" u,eful tn IU-II Ibould ~ In Ih~ 
bind.. ull'vcry oue luuinK connel·tlon, in. or trllnucUoo. wltll, lhe arilloef.e,."-~~ • 
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LODGE'S GENEALOGY OF THE PEERAGE AND 
BARONETAGE OF THE BRITISH E),IPIRE. A NEW A N D REVISED 

EDITIOS. Umform with f' TOE PEERAGE" Volume, with the arms 

beautifully engraved, handsomely bound witb gilt edges, price 31s. 6d. 

The desire ,'cry generally manifested for a republication of tbis volume bas 
dictated tbe pre!icnt entire revision of its contents. The Armorial Bearings 
prefixed to the History of each Noble Family, render the work complete in 
itself snd uniform with tbe Volume of TUE PUR-AGE, which it is intended to 
accompany and illustrate. The object of the whole ,,'ork, in its two distinct 
yet comhioed characters, bas been useful and correct information; and tbe 
careful attenlion devoted to this object throughout will, it is hoped, render the 
Work worthy of the August Patronage with which it is honoured and of tbe 
liberal a!'.sistance accorded by its Noble Correspondents, and will secure from 
them and from tbe Public, the !'.ame cordial recclltion it has bitherto experienced. 
The great advantage of" The Genealogy" being tbus given in a separate volume, 
Mr. Lodge bas himself explained in the Preface to .. The Peerage!' 

MEMORIALS OF ADlVIIRAL LORD GAMBIER, G.C.B. 
with Original Letters from LORDS CHATHAM, NELSON, CA STLII:REAGn, 
MULGRAYE, HOLLAND, Mr. CANNING, &c, Edited, from Family Pa­
pers, by LADY CHATTERTON, S£CO"'D EDITION, 2 v01s. 8\'0, 28s . 

.. Lady Chatterton I, not only nunlou, but II d:l\ful biographer. Tbue 'l'olumeJ .re 
nmong the Plost readllble as Iveli as most Imputtant 1I00ks of the ,rp,on ."-Ot",:·rver . 

.. These \'olullltl lire an Important add1tion to our IIlIval literuture; bu t th~y ilre 111.0 
.. aluable for Ibe light the)' thro ,v ou the domestll.' hialnry of tIll.' time. Tbe ~orre~pon. 
delll.'e is plrtil.'ularly rivh In anecdotes, glimpses of 'Ol.'iet)' and manuers, and trilll, of 
cb ... ral.'ter."-U. S. Maga::illt . 

.. An Importllnt and valuable addltloo 10 the hl,tory of Lord Gllmbler's times."­
Jit$ltnger. 

A BOOK ABOUT DOCTORS. BY J. C· JEAFFRESON. 
ESQ., Author of " Novels amI. No,"eliits," &c. 2 vols. with plates. 215. 

" Tbls i! a r are book; a I.'ompliment to the medklll profenlflll lind lUI atqllisition 10 
It! membeu· a book to lJe rea.d aod re.read; fit [or Ihe stlld)' alld the ellnsult1l1[1:_room. as 
well as the d'Tllwing.room tlIblt' lOud Ibe circulatin .. hbrary, Mr. Jea.ltresoo tllkes a com· 
prehensive vlrw of the BOcill1 bislory ot th~ prol"lIloD, and lllustr ... tes Itl coune by II. 
.eriu of biol!'TII.phic ar;d domestic .ketch"" Ifom the feudal tTl!. down to the prutot duy. 
The challta' 00 the Doctor 115 a .hon,\·ivunt, the aenerOllty ond p.m~SlmDny, tile llullne!! BIUI 
lovu of phYIII.'i:!.Ds are rkb wlIb aoecdotes of medical l.'el"\)TltIH. But Mr. Jeaffreton 
dou pot merely am~5e. The paau be de .. otu 10. I~e upOlure and hlslory 01 I.'harlal!ln~y 
are of ,ul'I.'ely len value to the 8tud"nl or methclnc than. tb~ .Iud.m.t 01 mllnuer.l. \t e 
t hank Mr. Jenfl'ruon mOlt heartily for the mlrtl'o lind sohd III ormBtl~n e>r hit '·OIUfllt'l. 
They IIppc.-al t o II wide elrele. All the members of our profubiou \ull be .ure to reud 
t htm."-Lunctt . 

•• A plell5:1U1 book fo r the !irl'.lde 'eDlon 00 "I,icb ,,'1.' are nuw enler;,,(l'. and {or the 
Il.'ulde leBion that i' to come. Out o{ hundreds of VOhlllles, Mr. Jl'BfI'rcsun hll' coll .. ct .. d 
~hOllJ&Dd. o( good thing., adding much that appears in prillt lOT tile unt time, lind ulJ\cb 
o( courn g\ I'PI I Dereated "~Iue to Ihl' vcry r .. ada blr book. "-At"t"nLllm. 



6 HU RST AND llL;\(;KETT'S NEw PUBL1 CATI Ol'lS . 

DOMESTIC MEMOIRS OF THE ROYAL FAMILY, 
and the COURT OF EXGLAND, chiefly at SnCNE and RI CIHIONO. 
By F OLKEsToNe WILL I AMS, F.G.S., 3 vols. Portraits. 

" In the pr,l'Ieclltion nf hl~ labours, the a.uthor hns con,ulted antiquaries and nrchl'll. 
I)lo~l1H~, and unmilled cootemoorl1ry authorities. The roault la, II l"'lrk, pleal:lnt and 
instructive, o.b\lndant In nuecdote, lIud ~gre"ably ~ou;pplug It, moreover , eviuc", con. 
slderable re'eareh, and a generally sound historical judgnh,nt."-S}/ectlllo ... 

"Thi, work belongs to the best cia!! of I'l"Ip\\llIt antlquarilln books, becaule It is 
popular by reason of the I'nt"rtllinlug choract .. r and tile \'I\r,cly uf its Ito", of trult.wortb, 
Information. "-Eram!'11''', 

ESSAYS FROM THE QUARTERLY. BY JAmES 
HANNAY. 1 vol. 8\'0. (Just ready). 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF GEORGE VIIJJERS, 
DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. By "IRS. THO?\ISO:"l, 3 "ols. 

" Tbese volumes \\'111 Incrl'llSe the well.e:lrnerl tepuUltlon of Iheir ciever'and pOIJU'1I 
luthor. The story of Ih" roylll f"volmt"'~ career ;, told t.r lIIr •• Tllornsoll very /lone>II)', 
11Ild Is "nricber! abundllnllr with curlou! I!.rrd ent("rt:l.inl"g d"t"il, (rom the fami!i,p.r ldt .. rs of 
the time lind the memoriAls ,·f the Slat!: Pap"r Offi~e, 01 Ivhlt:h I!. lull publll:at;oll b nuw 
ml!.d .. for the 6r"t tim". Lall(}ur ao,1 pllin5 hal·e. lode"d, b"",o \\"dl sp~nt u;>oo VOI1ll1l"'(1)(lt 
produce Ill,,; r e\' idenee so f~i rl y and ar" Ivrill"n so IIgre"Jbl y "a tb t~. "-£.raml 'I ... , • 

"Mrs. Thom,on is e!ltltle,1 to great prai'e. Shl' hilS written [he most complete 1Iia_ 
grl\phy of Bucklu!(hatn thnt I",,, npll(ar"d in tbe l"Ill~lIl1g". 'fho'e who eommence the 
work by being amused Will "nd '" l;~iOlg loStmded.·'-Liiera,.II G=citt. 

BRITISH ARTISTS, from HOGARTH to TURNER; 
Being a SERIES OP' BIOGIIAPQICAL SKET(; U ES. 

DURY. 2 vols. 2ls. 

By WALTEII Tu RN-

"Ur. Thornbury wrltea with kno\rl~dgl' and en(husllLlm. The Interest of his skelch ... 
Is unquestlanable."-Ezar"illt: ... 

.. The !oteren of Mr. TlJornhury's pictures is u1ldeulllble-1l result partly due 10 til e 
IIIlent of the palnur, p6rtlr 10 his suLj"cu I lor 1I .. :<t to tht /lvrl o( 11< 10rl those of oll"tl~tI 
are IImang th .. mlut InterestinK to Tead. F.spl'dlllly so IIrt Iho,,, of our Englisb arti~t' of 
Ihe III~~ celltllry-lives abounding In contrasted lind often dllrk hues. ;nt~rwol'en with Ih" 
hi$lory o( llIe n stili remarkLlbt" in lelt~1I and polit!u. Capillli 5ubjech (or II bio,~aph ... r 
.vitll n lura for dramntie lind picturesque r" .. lisHtian ore IUt·h ",~n a~ Ihe bright. mHcurh,1 
Gllh'lboraugh; lhe m(lody. neglected \Vil~(lII; n"Yllolris, t1." blul!!1 nnd 'tll'po!~~s5ed; 
B ilrry. the ""rc" D nd sq ual id; 111 rewd, m i M'rl r N ulleki II~: Ihe I oppl~h, visionary COUI\" "y ; 
Ihe Ipendthrift Sherwlll; th .. Slarmv FIIs .. ll; Morlllnd. Ih" rct,rolmte; Lu\I'rt'nle, the 
courtly. The .... h"I'I,,(5 devolt'u to th~se heroes uf the Enf!"lllh ~chouls lire flat ~a much 
cond"lIl~d biographies 01 drnmalk glimp .... s or Ihe m~\l and Iheir .. nvlronm~Dtt. Cru .. " • 
• lriklnK scene" and clrcumsU'"Ces III their !i"e" "r" \."."t1~. and pi. III't.'squdy I'nhlle<l­
madr to fe.live belor" our eyu wllh IlIlh" \'lw~"'llblan~" aod \Uu'i~l'rif ... ( I Ollbe nU'fli.t." 
-Critic • 

.. Mr. Tbornbury'. delightrul Arlilile ,ketchl'5 ,viII b" FIMdly weltamed. Grtlpl.k;n 
dnlgD and briUhml In 't)'le, Ihe work 0;1111 BCllfcely fail 10 lind IlIv<lun With tb" lovu, IJf 
British literature .. 1",,11 III of Brithh art."-Sull. 

MEMOIRS OF ROYAL LADIES. BY EMILY S· 
HOLT. 2 "olume~ I,ost 8\0. \Iilb 1IJ1I~lralil)ns. (Just rCOldy,) 
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TRAVELS IN THE REGIONS OF THE AMOOR, 
A.ND THE RU~SIAN ACQlJlSITIONS 0:'11' TA!; CONFINES OF l~DIA. AND 

CHINA; WITH. AOV£Nl'URES AMOXG Tile MOUNTAIN KmGflIS, AND TllK 

MA:-'''10tJRS. M"NYARGS, Too:-;GOUZ, TOUZEMTZ, GOL!:'I, AND GELYAKS. 

By T. W. ATKI~SON. F C.S., F.R.G.S., Author of" Oricotaialld Western 
Siberia." Dedicated by permi:.~jou. to HER )lAJESl'Y. SECOND EOITlON. 

Royal Svo., with Map and 83 lHustratioos. £2 2s., elegantly bound 

"Our reatlf'ts have n,n nfl\V t o ItllTn for the fir.e t Ime the q'lllllly of 1I1r. Atkinson as au 
u:plortt and a writer. The C01:lIments we mlhle on, and the uttacts we selected from, hi • 
• Orlentnl and Wutern !:olberia' will hal'l! lIufficed to show that In the former character he 
take. rank with the most dlirinJ,! of 11'1" e115s. IIIUJ thai In Ih .. latter he II lear" .. ly 10 bOil 
lurpuaM for the luddily. pl"lunsqu .. n .. .,.and I'0,,"H, with whkh hp pouttra),. the S"PlIU 
tbrough which hfl' hilS IraHUlI'd, lind Lhe perlts or tb .. pleanlrl!l "hleh en~ountered blm OD 
t he way. The pruenl volume 15 nOI inferior to its predl'cenor. It deals wjth c\ .. l1\lIllloD, 
aemi'clvlllllllion,lIl1d btl,barnul life. It tllkes us Ihrough IOCilLitiu, lome of whllh lire 
lilll .. , otbers not III all, known to nen the but rud nH'n III the lit~ralure nfva .... l. The 
en II Ie "olume is ad mlrable (or Its spirit, un~lta ggelllLe,j Lone, lind tbe maS! 01 (.esb m IIterla!s 
by wblcb tbi. rtally .H,'\\, world 15 made IIcc .. ~dble to us, 'I be followers, too,ofoilihe' ologiu' 

ill m .. ..t ,vilh lomethlng In thue graghie page9 of ptcullar lulffUI 10 tbero. 1t i. a 1I0bl. 
lI'o rk, "-Atllm_m. 

"We wuu tern to lIlr . AtkInson as one of Ih~ most in lelllgenl :u,d .ucceuful nftt..fI' 
cil'l1,ud truve!ltrs of our oWn day, 8y far tbe mo.t imporl/l,nt cllutrib'l,ion In tb .. bbtor, 
of thest' TPI!lO" s Is 10 he found in lIlr. Atklnson'l r~cent publicatLon on tbe Amonr-I!. worl.': 
whirb d .. rlvu equal In ter,,§t Iroal bls w~n , 'lorl'd portfolio aou bis p~n,"-l!.'dw"l4rch. 
liel1iew. 

"This is in every respect un oureu.t liher. II.!! magnllkent IIppare] not inaptly 5)'m­
boliln IU mlgnlli{ent content'. III r, Atk\uson hu hue 81v~1l UI a Darntl .. ~ wbich could 
hI! loid hy 00 nthH living Engllsbman. Tbe lotrln.ie inler"U of Iilal Ollrf1llive II tnbancfI'eI 
by lIlr. Atkinson'. gift of villorou, and I!racrful deJ~rlplion. Thanks to tbe Ilo", .. r ul bi, 
p~n, IInel Ibe .tlll lUor" r~mmrkllble I,ower of hI. pencil wt follow hlllrllveis wilh e"ger 
10tfl'ltH aud In.ltly, HI,' blmlfU II tbe cbief obj"ct of intere~I, from hi, thirst fOr IId"enlun, 
and darIng uploll" and Ibe couoUeu sbapn o( turor and d~llh Utat bt cncount~rs. 
Tbe work is a magnllicen t contribullon to. the lltcl'1Itur" of trll\'el. JUore useful and 
pleaiant reading eIln uo where be fouod, "-Llterarl Go::ctle. 

" i'IIr. AtkInson hilS here pre!lpnteri the rellding world with another .. rllullble book of 
travelS. It is 11& inlerrstlng, as ~nlerta!"inl!, and UI well wriU~1I as hIS previous wurk. It 
I. a "olume whllh will Dot on I)' atrurd Hlltlleetual cutHtdlnmcm of the highest orll"r, but 
litl"d to instruct botb the phil0501lber and the 5U1tfllmlln. The ,'II,t l"rntOrlo] atquilitioos 
]ately made h)' Runla In tbe Norlb~rn pllrtll of Ceotral Asi:!. along the wbole frontier of 
Cblna , II ducrlbed by an tye \\1 nelis \\t .. 11 qUlllified tu ~slim(lle th~ir r"al "alu~ lurd pOlltleDI 
ad'-llulllgU. Our relldf'I'l;, Ive lcel j!.lr~, will peruse this il1t .. r~Millg boole or Irav~ls fur 
tbrm5el\·r.. It cootDins something for eWi'ry lll.lite "-DLlily 11'",-'$ 

"The 5uccell or lIlr, ALkinlon" ' Ontnlal and \VUIHn !:jlbe.la' has h~PJllly ]ndnc~d 
him to write alld IlUbllsh IInolber "OIUDlt'. and wfllti'n II.llh th .. sume 1.ln llog8;1I~ h,t .. ~~st. 
A DlOTe pleating ha well lit morc nOHl hook of t'IlI'ell ,t w"!.Ild be d lfficul l to t."d, I be 
iIIustra.tions are admirably ueculed, and they IIdd ten tliid to the \'Uiu~ 0111 wolun'~ /l,Lr~8dy 
pO~~""llnl! intriu.le merits or the hlghnt kind. illdfllend.nlly of tll' utep IOt"'hl It ~ •• II ... 
as a lra" .. U .. t·, tale, th .. ,,'ork hn otber chums, It pr~ ... nll pecul\:u gfl'ognl~blcl1] III d .. It , nolO­
gicalmformlltion, and points Ullt :l boundleu b~ld of cO~nlerc~ to Eng~ •• h .. nt~rpr"e, It 
DJllrks wilh a d .. clder.i pen the g.~duI11 IIflvau,,"'s of itun'll tuwurd9 Hnl, .. h ",dl~, and Ih" 
.weeplng rusb of hI" couqonlnl! eoergy I'rom Siberlll to t ...... ,"neilie. Tho,', Mr, Atkinlol."s 
book hal not ulily a lIteraq', "'ut a pollllcll.l und "Onullu(luilmportllDce. JhHe illood lor 
IIU relderillOd in terest for aIL. "-G/tsbe • 

.. 'I'bi. i. noMe lind fllieinating boo!;, belonging III ,ight both of IUbjrct IIlId trrhtm~lIt 
to the cbokut CIa .. or trttVt'1 hlttllturr. Tbe "list plIlIo)amll unfOlded I. one of th" lOon 
1Dllrv~ll"us In tb .. world IInti bu bilherto be~D IImollg tile leaH known 1.u til c nation! of 
tb ..... ut. It I, uo,,' ... t' berore th ~m \'1'. th e"Q. ,u~it .. d .. alUes, u"d force 01 fI':lprrn ioo b)' on .. 
wbo bas lbe bishel' dlllms to confidene" •• an ob~rVfr aud deiineator."-.)"p(ctulor • 

.. A ."ally ma~nUicent yolume, which for mQny )'elll' 10 com .. IIlusl bfl' a ItQodar.\ 
IIll thorily upon Ibe I'OUlltry ur wbich IllreliU. II I, _very illterr~IIIIS, <lod ~Lollud. ,11 
1 nddcet aud an,cdott' both Ilfuonal/l,ud IO(:l.I. .. -t'Ilr~mdc, 
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8 HURST AND OLACKEIT'S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

i>RIENTAL AND WESTERN SIBERIA; A NAR· 
RATtVI'.: OF SeVEN YBARS' EXl' •• ORATIONS AND ADVENTURES I N SJBERIA, 

MONGOLIA, TElE KIRGElIS STEI'PES, CHINESE TARTARY, AND CENTRAL 

ASIA. By THOMAS WIT LAM ATKINSON. In one large volume, 
royal 8vo., Price £2. 25., elegantly hound. Embellished ~ilb upward, 
of 50 Illustrations, itlcluding numerous beautifully coloured platel, from 
dra\\;ngs by the Author, and a map. 

II By virl!lt !lUke of Its ltxt and lis 1,IClurtl, "'C plRce Ihls book of trllvel in the lirat 
nok among tbosl! Illultrated Sift book, flO'. locuch !ought by the public. Mr. Atkin'OIl's 
book il mo.t readAble. The geographer finds In it notice of ground heretofore left 
undescribed, the ethoologi!t, geolugitt, and bOUDlsI, fiod Dotts aDd pll;!Uru, too, of whlcb 
they knol¥ lbf' ¥4Iue, the sportm"Q'. Illste Is grati6ed by c:hrooides of aport, tbe lonr of 
adl'euture will find II !lumber of perils and escupes to bllug onr, alld tbe lover of II [r{lnl;: 
good.humoured W!\y of 'peel-h will find the lK>ok a pleaSlillt one in every page. Sevell 
yean; of waoderlug, lhirty.nioe t hOUS8nd Jhe bundred miles of Qloy-iog to aDd fro in II wild 
und IIlmon unknown country, should yield a book worth reading, and tbey do,"-E;ramirn:r • 

.. A hook of trani, which In 'l"alue and sterling interest mull take runk Ii! a landmark 
In geogrllphic:al IIteruture. III coloured Illultrillions Ind wood ~gr!\ .. iog5 Ire of II blBh 
order, lind Idd a gr~at charm to the Dl>rrath'~, Mr. Alkinson has trayelled where it II 
belle~ed no European has be~n before. He has seen nature in Ihe mldeu, sublimest, lod 
allo the most beautIful .151)ects tbe old IV(lrld can p r~,~nt, Thes .. he h .... depicted by pel) 
and pentil. He has done bolh w .. II, MDny a Dre,ide will r~joiee in the dth'rmiutUiou whleb 
convntet! the ilrtlll loto an author, Mr, Atkinson i~ D thorough Engliah:nan, bran and 
Dccompliabed, a lover of Ildl'enhne aud IIpoH of every kind. Be kUOW5 "nough or mineralogy, 
geology, Dntl bot~ny to Imparl a scientific interest 10 bis ducriptions and dru.will!('. 
IJOlII!enlng II keel! It'llse of humonr, he tells many a rDcy story, The .pOrtllltlllllllnd Ihe 
lover 01 adv;:nture, whdber by lI.ood or lidd, will filld ample nOfeS in Ibe lIirring taln f 
hlslnt .. rullng travell,"-Daily News, 

"An Inlmllted ami Intelligent narrative, appr~clllbly enrlcltlng the meratu re (lr English 
tra,' .. I. JIIr. AtkiQlou's sketchu Irere made by elpren permluloD of the late Em" .. ror of 
Ruuifl, I>e rhapi no English artist WEL!l t:lt:r before admitted Inlo this enchanted IlIlId of 
IIIstory, or provided with the u.Hsman lOud amul .. t nf II gener,,1 P(I.JSport; lIud "til has Ai r. 
Alkinson Ill'ailed hhns .. lf o( t il .. privilege. Our extrllct~ ,vill h llv" served to 1lIu~Ir<lte the 
original II y lIud varic I y of iII r, A tkl nlon 's obtHl'a lion I ~lId ad,' en lIHU durhlll hi 5 prntlllcted 
wanderlng~ of nearly forty thousand mil.... 1I1r. Atkinson's Ileucil was nuer it!le, IOlld he 
bas u~rlalllly brought bome" Ith him the forms, ant! colouu, IIPd Olher chdr.,,;:t~ri§tic' of a 
II10st ex~rllort!lrlary dIYf'rsil)' of groups Ilnd tceues. .1.1 R 5porUIllllu JUr, Atkinsotl cnju)<:t! 
Il plellt~ud .. of ex~ltcment. Hi. narrative 15 well stored wilh IQcl<l~UI5 of IIdl'e"tLlrt, 
Hi! a,cent of the lHdouka j, a chapter of the nlOIt .. t~ld romBr.ce of tra,'el, yet it II len 
,lttracth'e Ihllll hil ... Iatiuos of wandering' lI~rou the DHert of Gobi IUld up tbe Tan:;-uoll 
Cil lIiu. "-.i tfl~a:I"II. 

"'VI' predict that ilfr. Atkinson's' SIberia' wl1l nry often anume the shape of a 
Chrh;tmlll I)rn~nt or Nell' Yellr's Gift, as \t pOnelll!l, in au ~miot'n t deBre~, four 'l"ery 
prtcic)u. and lultuble qllaliliel (or tbllt purpose,-DDlIlely, uSl!fuh ..... , "Iega".:e, ins t ruction 
lind novelty. It II [\ work of grell t yalu~, DoL merely on ac,;ouill of itt ."Jendld IIhll lratlolll, 
but fo r the amount it cont l,inl of authtntic and higbly luterestlng In telligent;e cOllcerniDg 
region. which, I" all Il rob"bllity. has UCI'er, preVi01l3 to Mt. Atkin'uu's uplorlOtioul, beeu 
Yisllet! by 11 0 Europeau. Mr. Atklnton'l adventurd ar .. told io a maDly style. The'tllluable 
aut! in tHntlng Information tbe buok COUlmins, gathered at 11 Villi! upeo5e, I, lucidly 
flr rl1uged , :on(lllitogether the work i, olle t ha t Ih" Buthor.Brl ill mlly well be proud or, Iud 
with which t hOl e who sludy II can not (IOU tu be deI1Bhted,"- Julm B llll . 

.. T o the geogrDpher, t :te gpol(lgis l, Ihe eth nographer, the .portS/nao , and to t bOle who 
r~ad (lilly for lunlla"meut, t his will be I'll I'~l'eptahle v ... I"m~, Mr. Alkluson il I::o t ouly an 
IdnnlurQu8 t raveller, but a correc t and .mu.lng writer ,"-Literary Gar ritt, 



VOY AGES AND TRAVELS. 9 

SIX YEARS OF A TRAVELLER'S LIFE IN • 
WESTERN AFR ICA. By FR"NC I SCO VALDEZ, Arbitrator at Loanda, 
and the Cape of Good n ope. 2 \'ols. with 1I lustrations. 

" A book 01 "alue and importance. It , IntrinsIc merits ft.e so many and '0 positive th~t 
we snail be grelltly surprised it the work doe. not >:,qual that by I>r. LiI'h11ll:lton", in jlOpU­
Ian II', and lie of Ilmillir ,'alue 10 tbe cause or Alriell e"entuall~'."-_Ue$(ltn,c:'cr, 

. , Thl' imm",nse amount of sterling inlormation ,-outained In tbls elaborate and inslrnClh'", 
work can DOt fltil of ensuTlng a most (ordinl recugnitoon of lis mutts:u Ihe hands of nil 
sucb lUI till-V", at b~l1rt the spread 01 CbriltiaD,ty !lod (ommerce 10 Africa."-Llt. G,u. 

TWO YEARS IN SWITZERLAND AND ITALY. 
By FaEDluKA BaeMHR. Translaled by MARY How ln'. 2 ,·ols. 

U.-\ nl'W work from the p<!n of Mlu Bremu Is ever balled, DOL only witb a be!!..ly 
welNme, bu I wilh g",neTal acc Ilimatiou. ::;uch II recep lion ,~111 b", 11" ven to this IIlSI specimen 
of beT JitHary I:itJODrs, wblch 15 certlllll!Y olle uf the best workl ~he bas e,'tr yet ItTOOuced. 
\l'here ~ould $ulb $ubje[t! IlS :;wltlerlaDd lIud Iialy Dud Ii more g.-nerous upolleD~~ Whu 
could iii/predate the Ifra"d~ur of the ~eenery of tb .. land of freedom b~uH IhnLl FredrikLL 
Uremed ,\'ho could ae", Bud undet!tand all tbe I,b:l!~s of haliun sociHY In Its apprua~h­
Ing slrui:/gle for liberty, better tban Ihls wlum.henrted ond g~nerous ,,'omlln ~ We l,ave 
revelled I" the volumes and ean sl'aTfely find words adequu'~ly to expren our admiration 
of Ib", mam.er in which Fr~drjkR EIo,mer has told all ~be .111. and fdt dunng ,h .. tll'O years 
ahe p .. ~,,~d In the 101'eli~sl VUllof Europe. Tbe hook is the bUt that ever""a writteD on 
luch Ihemu_ "-Meut!1l(fer. 

TRAVELS IN EASTERN AFRICA, WITH THE 
NAIlRATIVE OF A ItESlDENCE IN MOZAMBIQUE; 1856 to 1859. 
By LYONS McLEOD, Esq . F,R.G.S .. &c. Late British COIl:>ul in ~lo-
2ambique. 2 vols. With ~Jap and lIIu:.tratiolis. 2ls • 

.. M r _ 1\1' Leod 's 1"01 urnes contai ns chapte .. for aU r~ad"r~-rac'l' natTall VI.', abundance 
of incident, ~olJlpendJous hJ$to'y, importaDt mlLtter'of·iu~t Slatisticti, oud many a puge 
wiudl will b .. pcru~ed with plell.sure Ill' th", lIuturnllst."-.-lt"en.zum, 

"Mr. M'L",od', ""ork lurnishu IIlformalion concerning tile commercial capabililiel, 
not onl, I.Itlhe Portugt'$1! ~"'lLlem"I1IJ, but 11110 of the Cap'" Bnd Nalal, together wilh pll.r_ 
' ,culan concer",ng Mauri Ii u" 111 atia!l:;l9('ar, and t he Se~·cbellu. It 11k", .. ; se gi\'u a peculiar 
10fiigbt ilHo Ibe combiDl!llon. 0.110 iulllll!I1C<:'S whicbopertlt~ upon till' Portugue5e authorit'd 
io r~lation to Ibe !Ii",'e trade."-:&imc,s. 

LAKE NGAMI ; OR EXPLORATIONS AND DIS-
COV£R[ES DURING FOOK YeARS' 'VANDERINGS I N THE WILDS 01' 

SUUTU .WBST£R~ AVRICA. By CHARLES JOHN ANDERSSO~. 1 yol. 
royal 8\-0., with ~Iap Bud upwards of 50 llIustratioDs, representing Sport­
ing Ad\'entures, Subjects of Natural History, &c. Second Edition, 

"'I'tli. lIarratlve of Afrkall exploration! I!od dl~(;ow~rl<:'8 la ooe of tbe mOst important 
lIeograpblclIl works Lhat have lately appeared_ II \:OUI.111111 the account of two joumeys 
m<lde belll'een the yean 1t160 and 18.').\, 1n tbe fiut of which th", countrlu of Ibe ))amara! 
and tbe OV4mlJo, pre"lously ,carcely known h' ElLrop~, "He eXllloTed; and In Ihe ~econc 
the newly_dl!cov"'red Lake Ng"mi wa! reached by a rOllte that bad b .. en deemed Imprac. 
tiCILble, bul which provu to bl! the IIhortelland Ihe Ilest, The work COUlallll milch IcI"ntilic 
and accurat", information III to the geol,,!I'Y, tb .. ac~n~ry, producu, aud resour~es 01 Ihe 
regiollil explured , with nOlicCi of llle ,.dilliun, lII'I.LlIlen, and cu.lom6 oflh" "~tl\'e Irlbn. 
The contlnul,l sporling adventures, bud oLh .. r r"'UI.arlmhle occurr",ncn, IIltermlll~led with 
t b .. narratl"", of trllv .. I, mllke the book nl lukru lIIIg to rl!lL~ as I! roman~,', ILl ,LI1d"eti, (. 
good book oftfllvels ougbt al\\'aYI to b... The Il\U!lrtlliou, by \\ olf ar~ ad m,rallly d~&Lgned, 
aud mOlt of tbem reprellnt IceilU u striklIlg as any 'vitneued by Jules Gfrard or Gurdon 
Cumm'ng. "-Lit~ror!J Ga~~tt~. 

A CRUISE IN THE PACIFIC: FROM THE LOG 
O F A NAVAL OFFICER_ Edited by CAVTAIl'l FltNTON AnNu. 2 v • 

.. Ii hlgllly Inte res ting work, written 10 tbe ,pint of a I>enulne .ailor,"-L.t. Gu.~c/le, 

• 



10 H URST A:< D BL.\ CKETT'S N EW PUBLICATIO NS. 

THE MEDICAL MISSIONARY IN CHINA: A NAR-
RAT IVE OF T\\ENTY YEA RS' EXPERIENCE. By WI LLI ",\l Loclt ­
''''RT, F. R.C.S. F It.G.S, of tbe London Mis~ionary Society. Second 
Edilion, 1 \'01. 8\'0. 

SEASONS WITH THE SEA HO SES; or, SPORTING 
AOVE~TURES IN TilE NOIlT Ii ERN SE,\.S. By J'\"b L .U'ONT, 
Esq. F.C.S. 8\'0. with numerous i llustrations. 

NARRATIVE OF A RESIDENCE AT THE COURT 
OF !\lEER ALl i\lOOR.\ O; W IT H WILD SPORTS IN Til£; 

Tl;l e INDUS. By CAI'T. LANGLEY, late Madras Cavalry. 
with Illust rations. 305 . 

VALLEY or 
2 vol!>. ayo. 

•. A ,'alu.ble work, conillinlng milch ulC!rulln(orml tlon."-Littnll·Y G(J:utlt . 
.. Captalu Langley'. Inltrtillog ",olUOttl will d.uul.lltu Illtrn~t 1111 lh~ Ultnllon tbey 

dnuvt 011 account 01 lh"if political 1I1IIt cumDlf'u'ilil Imporlance i 'lid as th~y .ft lull 
of IncideDt ~onnected wltb tbe Iports of Hritbb I ndia, tbl')' 11'111 be as ag'I'" .. ble to Ibe 
.purllrnao and genual reader as 10 tbe politiclao ."-MeluPfgt"l'. 

SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN 
~ I OROCCO , SPA I ~. AND Til E CANARY ISLANDS. By ~IR S. 
EL IZABETII ~lURn.AY. 2 vols. 8\'0. with Coloured I lIu3trat ions. 

" ~r TS.lt!u.ray, WIfe, 11'1' beUen, of tbe F.n~lJ.b Consul at Tenerilfe, I. nne of Ibe ti rat o f 
female Engll.b Water Colour A.tlIlS. S~e dr,HI! \\'ell, alld bu col<,ur i! brlgbt, pur", traul· 
pa."nt, lind aparkHllg. IIrr book is like he. painting. lummoul. ncb Ind frub. We w"J('()",e 
It las the public lI'illl1llo do) II'lth sincere plt'&!ure_ I t i! a hurt)' book. wollen I>y .. dUH, 
qul~k_IJghted, and tbou~blful WODlan, wbo, IUllplng a sl~el I'eo On thf tod 01 htr blU,b, 
thus duubly armed, UIU 001' end all "-1'11.11 Ibe ',Ihn, bf'ng .vilb both a I>rigbt coluure,. 
and ae~ur"le ducr)be' of eolou", oulliul'l , unsatlonl, h.nd~capu !!.ud tbings. Jo a won.I, 
I I ,.. Murt!!.), I, acL"vd a r tl~t . \\ho writ"., Jorelbly aud IIg r e"l1bly ."-.i lll~urum. 

A SUMMER RAMBLE in the HIMALAYAS; with 
SPOUTI NG ADVEN T URES IN TilE VA LE OF CAS HM ERE . Edited 
by MOO~TA I NEEa . 8vo. with lIItlstrations. 1&8. 

"Tbl, ~oluC'!e i! altogether a ple.nllu t one. It Is written wi th 1@ltlnd edited wltb c .... 
The Incldentl anti 8dvelltults of t he joulnty liTe !IU.il fasciDa tlog to a II orUmll1l and Vftf 
iuterl'stlog to a t:a.Vtlltf."-AthcltCum 

SIX MONTHS IN REUNION , A CLERGYIiIAN'S 
Holiday, and How be Passed it, By the Rev. P. BEATON. M.A. 2 v. 2h 

.. Mr. Huton bas done !!,ood .ervic .. In the publication of Ibut Inlereltiog volulDu. 
H e It an IU I ~ l lIg~n t obl~ rver, enjo)'! hi muir he .. tll)' , and CODlpf'ls bl. rude,. to ~ njo,. 
t hemseh'U , 110. S<I,,8tity, pracllcul guod .eult' , a IIt·alth), anlmll\ nature, I .. til tull1' 
.... t~d mind . lire lUr. lhll iou'. qualification, IS a trllvell~ r Ind 11 "·rh~r ollrl\d.. H e 
punuI ... the advllntaKe. t<.o , of baviliS Ifltct .. d ground tha t Is comp,ulIItivd), untr.x:tden. 
H I, work II wtltten wllb tll5le lI ud ,Ioill, and al>ounds wi th anec~oh' and loturmaliflu." 
- Lituury Gu~tttt. 

THE ENGLISHWOMAN IN ITALY, IMPRESSIONS 
of Lire in the Romon Stales and Sardinia, during a Ten Year, ' Re!t.iJence. 
By :\Ir,. G. Ca&1'ToN. 



HURST AND IH.ACt<ETr'S NEW PUBLlC,\TIONS. 11 

THE BOOK OF ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD, AND 
DECORATlOXS Of HONOeR Of' ALL ~ATIO:-iS; CO\IPRlSING 
AN IIISTOIUCAL ACCOU~ r OF EACH ORDER, MILITARY, NAVA L 
AND CIVIL; with Lists of tbe Knights and Compamou~ of each British 
Order. EMBELL1SIIED WITU f'IVIl H UNDRED FAC·SU.IILI& COLOURED 

ILL O!\TR.\TIO!'lS OF TUg i:"'SIG .... IA 01' T U E VARIOUS ORDERS. Edited 
hy SIR BERi'-IARD BURKE, Ulster King or Arms. I \·01. royal 8'·0. , 
handsomely bound, with gilt edges, price .-t 2. :?:s • 

• Tbls valuallie and attracti"e work OIly claim the merit of belnlt' Iht but orlt, klnll. 
It I. 10 cOUlllrehen.h·e 10 Its c.oharacta. and ~ elegant In 11)"1 ... . Ihu it lar outilrlpl all 
c.oompetltor.. A full hl.lorkal account 0/ Ih .... rolu~ of every t·ouuuy IS glVrn. wllh I'll' of 
t he Knlgbu and Companion. of eacb Hrill!h Order A mOD~ Ih .. moat attn""'r fealuru or 
Ihe work are the Illu.lrallons. Thty are lIumUOUi lind ~;r,ulilol, h't;bly colollred. I "d 
g"log In Ullfl repruenuatlon o( Ihe dliferent deCOralion.. Tht or, IIi" 01 tacb Ordn. the 
ruin and regulation • • • nd tbe d"liu Incllmbr~t ullon its mtmbr .. , ar .. all IIIH". 1 lull 
length. The fat'l of lbe work being undn the IUl'l'rv\~i"n oloSlr 8ern .. rd Hur~~, "11'.1 endurud 
by bil aUlhorily. givet It Inother recommend"lIoll to tbe pul.<lic favuur. "-oSl'" 

"Tbilll inde~d a ~l'leodi" book, I I i5 In unCOPllOon coml.<iuatlon of Ilftorary Look 
of refaence and. bouk ((IT " bondolr. uudoubledly ulllllllk Ilclluly .ud uullly. II will 
."oP liod Its phu,:e III CV<'fY Ilbr:lty aud IIrIWIIIII·room."-Gf(lbc. 

TRAITS OF CHARACTER; BEING TWENTY-FIVE 
YEARS' LITERARY A~D PE RSOX.u. ReCOLLECTIONS. 
COSTUfPOA.ARY. 2 \'ols. 21s. 

By A 

"The AlIlboru. of the'e \'olomu. baving heen thro,,'n Jolo communl<-lIlIon ",ilh 
ct'lebrillri of all r.nk, and pror~ .. iou. during til .. I ., quarlrr of. eellh.ry. bn nalu,..Uy 
Ihought Ibll ber rrmioln~D~t'. of th~lr "")' .nd mu"" .... ""uld Jlr""r '''lrrr~t'D~ 10 
, .. atler, ol lbe pres .. nt day. ProUli"r"1 IUnOl111' Iht luhjnll 01 her I~rllbrl ", ... L"III 
JoJdbourne. Ihe Uu~ ... ol \\"ell1l1l(lOl1, ~;tlwllrd h"h". "l"1"ml,,.1IIo,,,'r. I:.:I'",ul\Il Run. lIlr. 
Sllur8fon. Lady Bltalingtoll. ;r,lId tllr" !'tb .. U!)'. Of Ih" gr~lIt Un" .. Ih~ ~In~ ...... f). III' 
t ... rnling dncnplloll W .. cl.onlm~ud Ihelr agrer"bl .. lululI.e' 10 Ihr rud. r •• '.Utll'!!' blm 
tbat Il .. wililiud ;r,mJlI .. enl .. rt81nUl~DI lor. I .. "ur .. bour 10 cllnkmJlllI.lh'1I ,UhC nrled ,,,tI 
Ilfe.llk« pbotogrlpbl."-.s .. n. 

THE ENGLISH SPORTSMAN IN THE WESTERN 
PRAiRIES. By the Hos. GR,\NTLEY BtmuLE.Y 
numerous Illust rations. ( In february, l iHi l ). 

PICTURES OF SPORTING LIFE AND CHARACTER. 
By LORU WILLIA\[ LE);NOX. 2 l'ols. "\\Itb Illulltrliti"us. 2ls . 

.. Thl, bOok" .hould b .. ln Ibe !lbr;r,.y o( .... ~ry t:e"ll~m "', ;ond III ""'Hy one who d~Jll!hls 
III Ih ... por" or Ih~ bdd. It form, • tuml-'I~l~ Ir" .. I .... 011 'I,uning I .. "'rTY I,art 01 It, .. 
\\'orld .• ud I, lull of plelUollt 80",'\1 IO"') IIoe.llut". HMt·,"!::. ~Irrl-'Ir ("a,IIll!. hUlllh./(. 
dli",ug, co\.r'lOg. y.lchlllg •• ud f •• h'··I(, Crlt"'" "'lIti prdrolr';Oll'i"'. LOlllll1g .",d curll"~. 
l',::"oIlIU"olilll: • • ,,<1 til .. Pllf5,,'t 01 ra", .. '~lIh lhe lowlillll"p;~~", 1111 lind "'" "bit r"!,,,,nrllt 
III Lord 'V,llillw Leonus."-!lulltd. 

REALITIES OF PARIS LIFE. BY THE AUTHOR 
OP " FLE~llSIl IXTE HlORS," ~c. 3 vob. witb JIlu:.tratioll:.. 3h. 611. 

", IIc.HI'f~ .f I'lIrll t.lr .. "" gootl ;r,dd'iiou Iu I'lIri, ltoulo;.,. 1lno.I,mpurl. ,t iU "W"rll'''1I: 
I. Ill' ... nd .0L>er pI<' tur~~ u( I hI: l' .tn, pour.' ·-.~lItt"~""" 



12 HURST AND BLACK ETT' S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

STUDIES FROM LIFE. BY THE AUTHOR OF 
.. JOHN' 1 L"'. I I'IoX , GENTLEMAN," "A WOMAN'S TU Ol/GUTS ADOUT 

'VO!oll1aol," &c. 1 vol. l Os. 6d. elegantly bound . 
.. Studl..., from Life i9 altogether II charming yo!nme, ODe !I'bleb all women lIod most 

mt'D. would be proud to pnueu,"-Ch"oJlicle . 
.. \v.(llOut beiug In the ,orne depre .. elnborute, either In purpuse or plot, II~ 'John 

Halifax,' tllue 'Studiu Irom Life' may bl! prouounced to be eqllllUy u clt'l'cr in con~truc. 
tion and ul!.rrlllion. It Is ont' of Ih~ most channiug features of ~1i!5 ilJuloch'. works that 
they invarilthl)' tend to I!. practit'"1 aud useful end. Her olljeci Is 10 improve the tnite , retine 
th .. illidiecl, lind toucb Ibe be~rl. lind '0 to act upon all clllUes of ber rendeu as to make 
them rise from the cOll8idHntion 01 het books bOlh \\'i5ef Ilnd better tblln tI'ey ,vel'e belor!!' 
tbty b"gllo 10 read th~m. 1'h~' Studiu Crom LiCe' 11'1lL add conllhlerably to the author's 
well ~"rutd r~putlltioll."-.3/alt"gt-r. 

POEMS. BY THE AUTHOR OF "JOHN HALIFAX, 
GENTLEMAN," "A WOMAN'S THOUGHTS A BOUT WOMEN," &c. 
1 vol. with I llustrations by BJRK ET FOSTER. 

"A volume of pnfmll ",bieh " '1ll 1l55urtdly take Its plae!!' 1"lIb tbo.e of Goldsmitb. Gray, 
lind CUlI'per, ou tbe fllI'ourite abel( of cvery Engll.hm!l.n'. library. \Ve diacover in Ibne 
poem, all tbe firmnes!, vigour, and delicacy or touch wbleh chllrllcterlse tbe autbor's pro!e: 
works. fwd in nOdltiOll. all loelfllble tellde-tllen lind grace, .uch II.! IVI! find io C~w pocticul 
compo,itloll! lIe,idell those of Tennyson. "-1l1""trllttd Nl'u.'1I 0/ th~ World • 

.. We lire ... ell pll'8..'Sefl witb tbcu poeml! by our popular novel!!t. They art tht exprenioo 
of genuillt tboughts, feelings, aud aspirotlons, lind tbe txpr~uioo i •• Imost always grace~ 
ful, musleo l and " 'ell.coloured. A bigh , pure toOl' ofmorolity perv.dell tach lIet of ve rses , 
lind each strikes the r~"der as In'phed by .ome real el'ent, or condition of mind, and not \.Iy 
50me idle fUlley or 6.eetiug seotiment."-Sptctutor. 

A SAUNTER THROUGH THE WEST END. BY 
LEIGH HUNT. 1 vol. (Just Rt-ady). 

NOVELS AND NOVELISTS, FROM ELIZABETH TO 
VICTOHL\. By J. C. JEAFFRESON, ESQ. 2 vols. \'I'ilh Portraits. 10 

THE RIDES AND REVERIES OF MR. lESOP SMITH. 
S)' ~IARTIK f. TUPPER, D.C.L., F.R.S., Author of" Proverbial Philo. 
sophy," "Stepllen Langton," &c., I vol. post S'-o. 5s. 

THE MAN OF THE PEOPLE. BY WILIJAM 
ItO\HTT. 3 \'')Is. post 8\'0 . 

•• Ii remarknble book. whirh ref~r~ to eventful times Bnd brlogs btfore us .omt impor 
nOl l,erIO"u~",!, It ""lIlIot lall to make II powerhillmJlresslon 00 its rellder .... -S"n 

A JOURNEY ON A PLANK FROM KIEV TO EAUX· 
BO:iNES . By LADY CHARLOTTE PEPYS. 2 \'ols, 21s 

.. ,\ ,·try beaut I f\ll lind tOllch ill g \I·ork. "-Chronicle. 

EASTERN HOSPITALS AND ENGLISH NURSES 
T he Narrntive of Tweh'c Months' Experience in {be lTo~rilals of Koula 
and Scutari. By A LADY \'O LUN TEER. Third anu Chc311cr Edillon 
1 vol. POl>l 8\'0. with I lIu~tratio1l5, (is. bound . 

"The! sLory of Lh~ nohle c.leed~ tlone loy Min NlghtiolCmle and b ... r ue .. ot~d 11"erbood 
\Viii nel'e r lie 1I10re d ftcth'ely told Lllllll in tMs \.I~lIutlrul Durra tive."-Jlllin B ull . 



• 

WORK S OF FI CTION . 13 

KATHERINE AND HER 
SISTERS. 

By the AUlhllr of "Tu s DISCI~LlN!': Of 
LH'K," &c., 3 \·ols. 

We atwn~'!1 look forward with gr;Hifica­
Ii 011 ",heut,'eT we take up one O! I.lldy 
RIIl;ly j'ousolluy's no,"';!s, • Koth"rlne n,ul 
11l'r S,sters ' Is 11'1 th;:)IIt .. :':cl"ptioll "lit of llw 
I'er)' ueM ofmod",rll 1Im('!J."-M~Il>l'illgu. 

THE HOUSE ON THE MOOR. 
liy the I 

Aulhor of "lU ARO A lliIT lIl.' tTLA:s'"D," S v. 

"ThislItory Is "ery intero'Sliug and the 
luterest ,Ie" polUS 11.~ the story pro",e<ds."-­
.Uhe..4:U/II, 

THE WORLD'S VERDICT. 
S y the ,\ulbor of .. iUORALS OF lIIAY 

F.\Ul," • CRhED!>." s.c. <I vult, 

"A Tfmllrkably \lull" no\"el , lind ill. 
tensely In lereni Ill!:. "-I"lst. 

MAGDAI.EN HAVERING. 
JJy tbe Author of "TOll Vt:IlS'&VS,"!lv 

TWELVE O'CLOCK. 
By the Author of "GRAN"~uTDl!n'S 

lIJ o!<o"EY," &c. 1 vol. 

.. An amusing ~lory, full of poiut and 
\-igo llr . 1\0 r~ader will lilY It dOlvlJ tIll Le 
h ilS fin ishf'u it! '-lIe,8eng"', 

THE VALLEY OF A 
HUNDRED FIRES. 

By thl! Author of" ~ 1"' 1I.0A I/. K T AN II u /:!;n 
il IU II£S)IA II)S , " &c. :J vohi. 

.. I r asked to dusify • The Valley of a 
R undred Fire!' we "bould gll'e it I/. pillce 
ll l'tll'een • J ohn I::lIlJir....,. ' Ilnd • Tbf' C/lX­
tons."-H er(J.ld. 

HIGH PLACES. 
By G. T . L OWTU ESQ. j '1'018. 

.. A nove\wh lcb cont !liD~ iuteresling in­
cidentl, ca plta lly d rawo cb'lTllct ... rs, and 
vivid uic turu of llll! Ilnd l ociety of tbe 
preSl!tiL day." -Po$t. 

MONEY. 
By CO (.l!I: Kli NN AQ UUOJol . 81'015. 

.. A d e l'fT novel. It Clln hardly fall to 
anluse /Ill re odf'rs."-SpectutGr. 

DAUNTON MANOR HOUSE. 
2 vuls . 

• 

MY SHARE OF THE 
WORLD. 

By F RANCES HIlUWN!!, 3 ,·ols. 

THE DAILY GOVERNESS. 
fly t he Author of" COI]>I';­

Gl>uI"PI\J; Y," .~c. :J ,-uls. 

BOND AND FREE. 
By t lip Author of "C,\"l"Ii,":J I·ols. 

" A del'er IIILIJ inler~5Iin~ nuve!. I t has 
f,:'reat I,u,v,'r, and Ih .. ~tory is 'veil ~u~_ 
tained."-L,luury GII:elte. 

MAINSTONE'S HOUSE­
KEEPER. 

Ny SIJ.V>:I<PIOL 31'015. 
"The WMk of Ii very clever and aille 

writer .'·-LifuII'!I Ga::ette. 

THE CRAVENS OF BEECH 
HAI,L. 

By M RS. F. GVISIl, 2 vol!. 

GRANmtoTHER'S MONEY. 
By the AUlliorof" \\·H .. U"t.OW~rt:' ~ 1'015, 

"A lIond novel. 1'he O.lIst intH~sting 
of th~ Author's productions, "-.~tI't'''d!um. 

CARS TONE RECTORY . 
Dy GIiQRC.II GF<AnA~I. 3 wh. 

.. A brillbllt uovel."-Sun, 

THE ROAD TO HONOUR. 
•• A very luterestiug story."-Sun. 

NIGHT AND DAY. 
By the H OIl. C. S. SAVILU. :I. Yols . 

ONLY A WOMAN. 
Bt CA-l'TAI N L. \VR,\ltAJ..L. a vols, 

LORD FITZW ARINE. 
B y!:iCIlUT,\ TOIt, 

Alltho r o f "Till: II IASTF<R OF T HI> 
HOVNJ)S," &c, 2 yols., with I!luSl ratlouJ, 

STEPHAN LANGTON. 
B!, lI IARTIN. F . TVPPJ;R. D.C .. L. F.R.S. 
Author of" P" OVI'IIIHAL PaILvsorln'." 
&c., 2 vols. wi th tiue eogrIlY\ugs, J(I~ . 

THE CURATES OF 
RlVERSDALE. 

RecolieClions in l ile Life of II Clergyma n. 



• 

J<.;OW 1:'1 coonSE OF l'UIlLIC"T10S". 

HURST AND BLACKETT'S STANDARD LIBRARY 
OF CHEAP EDITIONS OF 

POPULAR MODERN WORKS 
Ench in n sillgle volume, elegnntly printed, bounrl, and illustrated, price 5s. 

A volume to appcar c\'ery two months. The following are now ready. 

VOL. I.-SAil! SLICK'S NATURE AND HUMAN NATURE. 
ILLUSTRATED BY J.EECH . 

.. Tbr fint yol'lmr or Ml'nn. H Ur!lt and Blackeu's Srandnrd Library of Cbeap Edlrion!! 
of PopulRr Mod .. rn "'orks rorlDs n very good beginnlnll In what wi I do"btlfu be II very 
,ul'eenf,,1 undtrtuking. 'Nllture nlld ~Iuman NaLUr,,' I, one ot tbe best or )Sam Slick'. 
witty alld humorous ptoduetlons, lIud 11'<,11 ... ntitled tn Ihe huge clrcuhHioD which it 
cunnot fllil to abtpin in Its pr .. s~III eOllve,,!ent and cheal) shapl'. Th .. VOhlDle combinl'! 
wilh the gr .. fit rl!Comml'lUl"tiou, of n clnr, bold tYlle, nod good paller, th ... lesller, bllt 
attll nttruetil'e merits, of being well IIIl1str3t .. d and .. Ieguntly bound "-,lllJrnilig Poll . 

.. This 1\l"lv IIml ('hl'lIp ~ditlon o. SILQ1 Slick's popular wnrk will b~ an acquisition 10 
all 1,,~eT5 or ,vit and humour. !\Ir. JII,tice HalitlUl'hlll'l\ writings :ue ao well kllown 10 
the F:lIgll~h public that no cummendatlon Is needed. The volume II "er), huud50mely 
bound nlld 1I1ustrllted, and the Illlp.r and tll)~ are excellent. I~ is In ~very way lulled 
for a lihmry edition, lind II' th~ names I) Messrs. Hllrll and Blackett, W:Hrtlut the 
th~ractl'r of the works to be produc .. d in tbeir Standard Library, we bave no doubt tbe 
project will be eminently SUcc~l5rlll."-SulI, 

YOLo H.-JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN . 
.. This [s II "ery Ilood nnd a 'Very Interuting work. It Is desilrlled to trace thl! carper 

from boyhood to 111;1' or il [lerl~ct man-R Christian gentlemnn, Ilid it abo"nd5 in incidl!nt 
both ", .. II nnd highly wrollfl:ht. Throughout it Is cOlleeh·,·d III a II\gh ~pirit, and written 
with great all\lit)', b~lt .. r than lilly lorm .. r work, we think, of In d"Sfr"l'dly suce~.sful 
ltolthor. TillS cheap :md hruullome Il~W 1.',1(/1011 is worthy to pnl! freely (.om blind to balld, 
as a Rift hook in Imlll)' households "-E.1'IIminer • 

.. The nell' Dlld chenper .. dlllOIl of this irnerestinR work 11'111 doubtl~u mel't witl, g'~lLt 
IUC(l'U. Johu Halifax, Ihl' hero of this 1I10st henilliful hlor)',ls nil ordinary htro,lInd 1hl$, 
hl.'\ hhtory, is uo ordiuaTY bouk, [t I, (\ full·len!;tb \lortr"lt of a trul' gentleman, one of 
ufI{Ur .. 's own nobility. It Is ubo thl! hi6tory of 1\ hllml' IIlId 1\ Ihuro,,!:hly English on~. 
Thl' work ubounrls In iucidl'II! , lind ml1ny of the .cenl'S I1re fnll of I(rnjlhic power IIlId true 
potthos. It is II book thlLt f~\\' will rend without becomin@':wiser tUII.l betlrr."-S~otrm4n 

VOL. Ill.-THE CRESCENT AND THE CROSS. 
BY EL IOT WARBURTON. 

"Ind"r~n{lt'tlt of U, "alile IlS an origillld narratio'e, Ilnrl lis ul .. rul anrt illt re5tin~ 
IIl'ormlOtion, th,s I1Iort.; 15 rcml1rkaulf! fur the colollring pOlnr and I)by of fancy with 
II'I"ch its d~sl'ription' are I'll livened. Amollg lIS greatnt alld moll Illltiul!" eborUlI b itt 
reV .. rl'lItltnd S .. rlOIlS SII1TlI."-QIl"rterl.lI Rniell' 

.. A bonk calculM~rl to prove lUore prM:tlcnlly u!eful "'AS never IIfOlLed thnn • The 
Cre.('ellt and the Cross'-n 1I'0l'k which 8UrpilUeg 1111 other~ in its hn'lllll,l!l' fo r the $ub. 
lime lind 11.5 lo,'e for the b .. IIUII(ul ill tbose fllmou. regions con'~l'f8h'rl to e\'erluting 
immortlllil), 10 tlle nuolll, or lhe.,lrophet" l1ud which 110 lither wther bll$ e"e' d~pld .. d 
wh.b I1I'el1cll at (.Ince 10 rev .. reut und ao !llcturesQue."-Svn. 

VOL.IV.-NATHALIE. BY JULIA KAVANAGH. 
". N III halle • is JIliu Kit "lInllgb 'a bu t I mll~ inative eff'oJrt. I ts mannt'f i. gucious and 

attrlcth·e. Its mlltter i8 KOoJd, A 5~lIllmenl, a I"nderueu, IIr" commllildea b~ lItr II'bkh 
ale liS illdlvldual toa lhey ore elel;lnllt, , Ve should not loon come to nn end "'ere we to 
specify all the dl'lkllll' tou('h .. , and aUrllctive pictures wbicb pllce 'Nathllie' higb nlnong 
book! of I IS ('111$$," - • ."tI,('1I~um 

.. A tal ... or untiriug Inter"!I, full of deep tou~hes of humnn nature. 'V" hne no hul. 
tatlnn In predicting for Ihi, d~!1g!ltrul tille llastillg populuity, and 1\ place in th" ror~Ill"51 
rail k. or I blOt mOlt I ",lrneti ve kind or /letlo II-the marlll novel,' '-John Bull. 

" A more judlcloUJ Bl'lectlou thou' Nathalie' could not have be~u mude for ftle~sra_ 
Hurtt IIno Blllc:kett's Stlluun.d 1.lbr(lty, Th .. ~etles 115 it ao!vllnce. te.lllsu OllT lirst im' 
prenlon, that It ",ill be one of lusting celebrit)'."-Litllrl.r,'" Go::,,,tlc, 



HURST AND BLACKETT'S STANDARD LIBRARY 
OF CHEAP EDITIONS. 

Each in iI. single volume. elegantly printed, bound, aud illustrated, price 55. 

YOLo V.-A WOMAN'S THOUGHTS ABOUT WOMEN. 
BY THE: AUTHOR OF "JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLE~rAN.'· 

,. A hook of ~QU"U eoun~el. It Is One of the most sen~ible works of In kind, well_writ. 
ten, true.hearted, llnd altngelher practical. Wbol'vU "'ish~$ 10 glvl! advice to II young l.tdy 
IlIlly thall k the author for men'" of dOlnll' 10."- Err/miner . 

.. The /lutbor of • John Hali(n' will retlln unri extend her bold up"n the r~nrling I!.OU 
reasonable public by the me.ltso( her pr .. sent work, wbich bears the stamp of goud seuse 
and gtnlal feeling,"-GulI.dion. 

"These lhou~blS lire good aDd humaoe. Tbeyare thoughu \I'e would wisb \\'onUII\ to 
Ib \ uk." -A tfle1tl(rum 

.. This re/llly valuable volume ought tn bein every young woman's hand_ H will teach 
her bow to think aud bo\'I' to act,"-Litullry G(l.Ze[le. 

YO[. VI.-ADAM GRAEME, OF MOSSGRAY. 
BY THE AUTHOR OF "MRS, MARGARET MAITLAND," 

... Adam Graemfl" is a story aWllkenlng !!enUille emolions of Intereat lind fI"light by itJ 
admirable picturts or ScoUidl lire and scenery, The plot i. cie\'erly compllclltt-<i, snd 
there Is gr~1lt vHallly in the dialogue, and remarkable brilliancy In tbe descriptive pn1\-
6age~, as who tbtll has read' IIlurgarl't Maltlnnd' would unt he \>rel)\lred til. exv"CI' Hut 
the Jtory ha. a • mIghtier maguet .still,' In lhe h"althy tone WhiCh pervades it, In IU (~!lII. 
nille delieacy of thou.I\:ht 11n,1 dictiun, aou III the truly w,)manl~ tendernes~ Df Its ,.'''11-
menl!, the eloquent onlll"r ~dS u~r"r" "" 1\01' eU~llll,,1 flltril"lte~ of C"'rlq!i~" virtue, 
th<'ir deep and silent \\'ur\;Iu!(~ in the heart, and th<'ir heautiful muui(eslatin"s I" tlL" lil,', 
witb Il delicacy, a POWH, flntl a truth which Cln hardly be surpassed.'·-M!lmillg Po,t. 

YOLo VIl.-SAM SLICK'S WISE SAWS 
AND MODERN INSTANCES . 

.. The best of aU Judge Haliburton's IIdmirable \~orks __ "-Slalldll~d'. 
"'The humour of Sam Slick isln~lthaultlble, He Is ever lind e\'crywhere a welcome 

.. isltor; smiles greet his apprclI1ch, anfl wit and wisdorn hang UpOIi bi, tongue. 
The pre~ent production is remarkable alike for its racy humolle, its ~ound philDsophy, 
tile rehcit)· of Il, illustllltioos, Rntl the delicacy of its satire, \\re I)TOml5e our rnders 
a grellt treat fro m the perusal u( thest' \Vise Saws aDd Modern Instances,' which coutaiu a 
world of pra.ctical WIsdom, and a treu.sury of the riebest fuo,"-Post. 

VOL. Vlll.-CARDIN AL WISEMAN'S RECOLLECTIONS 
OF THE LAST FOUR POPES . 

.. A picturuque book on Rome and It5 ecelHiastical so\·erelgIl9. by an ploquenl Roman 
Catholic, Cardinul "rlSeman bas here treated II apecipl subjeClwlth 80 much g~neralil}' lind 
s."lality, I h M b is recollection !I will uci Ie no Lll_f~elln" in those who al'<' most co nsc1eull PU51 y 
oppoaffl to ever)' ideu of human In(aUiblty represented In Pllpal duminatlon,"-.ft"e"~"', 

"In the descriptiun of the I~enu, the c~rj>munies, th" ~ccle9!R$llcalsociety, them"Dn~rI 
and habit. of !:IHcerdotal ROllle, thla wnrlr is unrivalled, it is fllU of aoecdott8, \Ve cu"ld 
fill column' \vith a.musing utracti."-Chronicle, 

VOL. IX.-A LIFE FOR A LIFE. 
BY THE AUTHOR OF "JOI:IN HALIFAX, G£NTLElIrAN." 

" We ate IIIway8 glad to welcome Miss 1I1uloch, She wrltea from hH uwo cun,-ktioo., 
lind she hIlS tbe power 001 nnly tn conceive clCllrly whllt It Is thllt sbe wish". to &ay. but to 
ellpreu It In laoguage etrectl~e and vigorous. In' A LICe for a Life ' .ht' ;s furtlloate In a 
gnodsubject lind she hILS produced a work of ~troug effect, 'I'llI' read~r hRving read the 
huoktbrougb (or the story, will be apt (if h" be of UIIT Iler5ulI510u) tu return aDd ,,,ad agBln 
many paJ~' and pllssages "'lIb gr"ater pleasure tban on a lirst perusal. 'I'he whole bouk In 
repltt~ wltb II gractful, u'nder deitcacy; Ilnd in addition to lis other merits, It Is ",rltten In 
,Dod careful EngIlBb."_.tth~trum. 

(coSTISUSU DS N£lIT rAGE] 



HURST AND BLACKETT'S STANDARD IJBRARY 

OF CHEAP EDITIONS. 
Each in a single volume, eJegantly printed, boun!i, and illustrated, price 55. 

(CONTI~uEn ). 

VOL. X.-THE OLD COURT SUBURB. BY LEIGH HUNT . 
.. A dellghtrul \look. of which the charm begins at the first llnl'on the fir~t pllge, ror full of 

quai lit and p len.sa" t mem oril'S i! th I' p b r:tSI' that is i 19 title, ' Th .. Old Cou rt Su burb.' V l'ry full 
tllO, hoth of quainlllud pleasnnt memories is the line thllt desi!(lllltl:'!l the alilhor. It is the 
!lame of the most ch~ erf'Ll of chroniclers, the best of '''ml'mllrnncers of good tblnll"s. the 
most polished and enlertlli"ling of educated lZo!;Sip~ • Tbe Old Cou·t S"bnrt)' is a work th"l 
1 ... 11 be welcome to 1111 reDoers, (lnd mU$t welcome to those wbo bllvi! 11 love for the bc~t 
kind, of r",,,di,,!;. "-E.r4miner. 

VOL. XI.-MARGARET AND H ER BRIDESMAIDS . 
.. "'I! mllY SIlUI' ourselves the- trouble of giving any lengthened rel'ie-w ofthiil work, ror 

we recommend al! who IIr~ ill search of a fnscin;uing novel to I'e'id it for thems~lvl'9. They 
will lind it well worth their whil~. TheT~ a.e fI f.~shne~s aud originality "bout It quill' 
channing, and there is a certain nollieness III lb~ treatm.:nl both 01 .seutimentaud intident 
\l'hi.:h Is not ofl~n found."-.4lllenorum. 

YOLo XI I.-THE OLD J UDGE. BY SAM SLICK. 
"Thp present work of Judge Raliburtlln Is quite pqual to the !lrst. Ev~ry page is alive 

with T<lpid, fre~h skdcbesoi c.-ilaracler, droll, quaint, r"cy saying', good·humou.e,1 practical 
jok,'s, IIlld capitally_told RllecJotl'll."-Chrrmicie. 

"These popular sketche" In which tbp Antbor of ' Sam Slick' paints NO"a Scotian life, 
form the l:.!tb VOlum ... 01 Rleurs Hurst a.nd Blackett's :stan<iard Library of l\!odi'rn \\'orks. 
The publlclltious includl'd in tili!! LilHiHY hRve all been of good quali!.y; mlloy give ,nfor­
malioll wnll .. they elltertaln, ano of tha.l c!Il~S thl;! hook berore us i~ a 5p~crmell. Thll 
mllnn~r in which the Cheap ~ditions forming tbe series IS prodl.lc~cI des~rves espec,al 
I,\,,"tlon. Th ... pnper lind prill!. ar~ unexceptionul; there Is (I. ~t~ ... 1 ~U;:rUVillg: in each 
I'(>lu,"e. nnd the ouuid", of th"m will satisfy the I)urcha~er who like!! to SOlIl ~ regimeut of 
hooks 111 h:llubome uniform."-E.ram"mr. 

VOL. XIII.-DARIEN. BY ELiOT WARBURTON. 
'This last production, from the pen of the author of • Thll Crescent and the Cross,' 

has the ~nme element' of" very ,vide popularity. It will please ils Ihousa.uds.·'-GIQ/)e. 
"This 'vork will Ile ... Ild with pecu!;ur intHest 115 the IB!!t conlrilllltion to tbi' !it ... rature 

of his cOllntry of 11 nilln endowed with DO ordiuury ~ift!l O! intellect. \Ve h,,"e seldom 
mel with allY 1I'0rk in which the realitln of bistory Bnd tbe poetry of !letion wer ... roore 
!IUppJly iutenvov~n.'·-lllu.slr"ted New. 

VOL. XIV.- FAMILY ROMANCE ; OR, DOMESTIC ANNALS 
OF THE ARISTOCRACY. 

BY sm. BERNARD BURKE. UI.STlll KINO or AIlMS • 

•• It ,vere impossible to praise too highly as a work or amllsemeut thia most interesting 
book, whelb~r we should I\Dvtl'r"gflrd to its ucellentl'iliD or its not len uctllent ~xp_ 
cution. It ought ta bo: found on ev"ry drawing-room tuble. H"re you b.ave ?eurly fi~ty 
cnptIVating romallc~s with tbe I)ith of all tbelr inler~9t preserved 111 und,mlolthed pOlg. 
nl1llc.-y, and any olle may be relld ill half.n hour. I t is 1I0t th" leut of their merits Iblll the 
rOflUiIlCeS ore founded on {Ilct-or whut, at least, bos bee" handed dO\\'n fo r truth by long 
trnditiOD-a.ad the rOIDIlnce of reality fnr exc"eds the romllnc" of fiction, "_Standard_ 

VOL. XV.-THE LAIRD OF NORLAW. 
BY THE AUTIlOR OF "lIIARGARET MAITLAND." 

"The author of 11'.is delightful work is favDurl1llly kllown to tbe rending public thT1Jugb 
~pverld other boaka 01 the !!lIne clnu, but tbe preaent is, In our Judgment, by far tbe bfost 
lind mOBt Ii.niBbed production of them all. Sconish life and cbnracter, In connection wltb 
the forllln~lI of tb" hOllse of NorJuw are here ddlncat~d with truly IIrtlutc skill. 'rue plot 
ot' the 11Lie is .sim)l]e, but the iucld!,,;t! with which It i8 inter\\'ol'en Rre highly wro,:,gbt and 
dr.llomic in their eff~ct, and ulwgl'thc.-r tber" is II fascluRtioll IIl,oout the ,vork ... hlCb holUs 
the utleulion 8p!'l1_ bou Ilrl (rom tll\' lir! t pa.g:e tv I he lr'5t.' '-Heruld . 

1.. • ..J . 


