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WHEN ARE STRIKES LEGAL? 

WHEN WORKERS decide to witbdraw their labour in tbe course 
of industrial disputes, they do so for a number of reasons. 
Tbey may have genuinely experienced that tbe returns which 
accrue to their labour do not adequately compensate ror 
their efforts. Or, they may bave discovered that the profits 
which their productivity yields to their management are high 
enough (or the workers to be entitled to a just share. Or, 
again, strikes may be the result of the workers increasingly 
finding difficulty to make ends meet. Wbatever tbe reasons, 
strikes tend to be resorted to when all other avenues for 
redressing grievances have been explored. This is the ideal. 

In Gbana tbe roregoing reasons cannot be dismissed liglltly 
by any serious student of the vagaries of cost of living in the 
country. Nor, indeed, should one ignore the fact that the 
right to withdraw one's labour is inalienable in meaningful 
democracies. But this right becomes even more meaningful 
only when there is a sensible collective bargaining system on 
the labour market . 

As is well known, tbe productivity or tbe average Ghanaian 
worker is anything but enviable, although this is for a number 
of reasons some of which are extraneous to the worken. What 
is equaUy unenviable is the image-as well as the observable 
sense of serious conccm-of those who have taken upon 
themselves the task of leading the workers in their struggle 
for fair conditions of service. Since 1958 when the Industrial 
Relations Act was passed, trade unionism in this country 
b 1S become virtually moribund and ineffectual. Immediately 
arter tbis Act, the T.U.C. cam. to be ... n as the industrial 
wing of the then ruling Convention Peoples' Party, and its 
leaders (some of whom became Ministers Plenipotentiary 
and Ambassadors Extraordinary, while the workers had 
become silenced) lived in sucb luxury tbat their selr.styled 
claim as champions of workers became a mere joke. Strikes. 
of course, became illegal, and preventive detention became 
the governmental response. 

Tbis Industrial Relations Act is still in rorce, and baa 
undergone very little alteration since then. Strikes are still 
illegal, in a way which workers regard as more oppressive 
than meaningful. And the image of a trade union, as an 
instrument which must be ali8lled with the governmont or 
the day, still remains. 

This has given rise to mistrust in the T.U.C. leadersbip; 
and tbe leaden probably now find themselves in a dilemma. 
At wbat time, ror instance, can they officially lead their 
worken wben tbere is an industrial dispute? 
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attributable to faulty manufacture, such as 
mechanical failure, faulty refills, such pen 
should be returned for FREE REPLACE· 
MENT to the Sales Organisation: ' 
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P,O. Box M.262. 
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ThiS Is the calculator you have 
been waiting for - The new NCR 
Electronic calculator Model lB. 
It Is capable of adding. subtracting, 
dividing. multiplying. rounding off. 
raising to a power. extraction of 
square root and pombinatlons of 
these functions -and It operates In 
a fraction of a second with quiet 
accuracy. The easy to read display 
shows up to 14 digits. 
Call the NCR Representative to 
give you a comprehensive 
demonstration. 

I' CAL LATo 

, 
\ Th. N.tlonal Caah R.lliater Co.(Ghana)Ltd .• 

P.O. Box 1010, KoJo Thompaon Road, Accra. 
Phon .. 145413/4. a .... ch •• In Kumaal, Takoradl and T.m .. 
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of the area) have been inconsistent. 
paying lip service to Ibe resolution, wbicb 

they interpret as total Israeli 
first before recognition of the State 

!be Egyptians bave also pledged total 
for the guerillas. The guerillas backed 

Syria. Iraq and tbe financial help of Saudi 
Jabia and Kuwai~ want nolbing less tban Ibe 

destruction of Israel as a state. In sum. the 
side has not so rar come with a {onnula 
will allow Israel to exist. The closest 
to Israel's existmce would be. according to 

Fatah. a non·lsraeli state and they are 
vague as to the proponioD of Arabs and 
living within it. 

any solution to the Israeli­
conflict must include a solution of Its 

Ltn,l issue of conflict, that is, the solution of 
Arab refugee problem. Israel has recently 

for an international conference that would 
~lulde the Great powers, the Arab States. Israel 

the Palestinians to tackle this issue. Israeli 
international financial and technical assis­

would be provided to help resettle those 
who are not already integrated. This 

fought no reply from tbe Arab side. The Arabs 
been using the refugees as a political issue. 
smce the first Israeli-Arab war of 1948. 

Resettling Ibe Refugees 

It must be remembered that the Arab govem­
of the time were partly responsible in 

the refugee problem by caUing on them 
the beginning of that war to move out of 

,,"ish occupied areas of Palestine and to come 
later to their lands when Israel was con­
. Well. that time never came. They 

i~~~ Israel in three wars and were defeated 
JI times and the refugees are still there. Now 
!b'oc countries with refugee problems have been 

to resettle such refugees and to integrate 
into their economies. Pakistan. India. 

Western Germany are a few of the 
that within the post-World War If era 
literally millions of refugees. 

On the other band Arab governments had 
tbe refugees in camps and quite often 

. movements were restricted. For instance. 
refugees that were encamped in tbe Gaza 

wbich was under Egyptian administration. 
forbidden to travel to Egypt proper. It was 

that the total number of refugees was 
ODe million. Now Arabs have between 

II ., area of land stretching from tbe Persian 
:iuIf 10 !be Atlantic ()ran. and inonme from 

petroleum (in billions of dollars) unrivalled by 
any other porlioo of tbe globe. Now surely wilb 
all that land and aU Ibat wealtb many times 
that number of refugees could have been reset­
tled? In tbe past twenty Ibree years seveml 
international attempts to settle tbe refugee issue 
were fruitless because of Arab refusal to c0-

operate. Ooe attempt during U.S. President 
Eisenhower's term of office envisaged massive 
expenditure to irrigate and develop tbe areas on 
botb sides of tbe Jordan River and. in the pro­
cess. provide enough agricultural land to resettle 
tbe bulk of the refugees. This plan, tbough ap­
proved by the Arab experts, was later rejected 
by the Arab politicians. Israel herself absorbed 
more than half a million Jewish-Arab refugees 
woo because of the Israeli-Arab conflict bad 
been forced to leave their countries. The refu­
gee problem caD thus be viewed as a sort of an 
exchange of Jewish and (loo-Jewish population 
in the area. 

Iscael's Options 

Viewed [rom the Israeli side. what are the o~ 
lions open for Israel to settle tbe conflict once 
and for all? 

1 Withdrawal from aU conquered territories 
in the June War of 1967. Here withdrawal of 
Israeli troops without a peace settlement would 
be suicidal for Israel in that the pre-1967 war 
borders of Israel are hardly defensible against 
modern Russian rocketry and loog range guns. 
The previous border. it should be remembered. 
was strategically very favourable to tbe Arab> 
Withdrawal would now expose Israeli cities such 
as Jerusalem and Tel Aviv to Arab artillery. In 
any case a unilateral Israeli withdrawal will not 
assure the acceptance of Israel as a state. The 
Arab guerillas, and Syria and Iraq, for illstance. 
Dever atcepted the November 1967 Security 
Council resolution that relates the recognition 
of Israel's right to exist with tbe withdrawal from 
conquered territories. 

Tbe implementation of the Security Council's 
resol~ti~n which is rather vague on many points. 
and IS mterpreted in diferent ways by the Israelis 
and Ihe Egyptians will be very difficult. That is 
why some kind of negotiation is needed. The 
~raeJi.s h~ve been calling for direct negotiation 
tn the behef tbat the conflict of the area has to 
be r"",lved by tbe belligerenlS themselves. The 
Arabs: have so far refused to sit together with 
israelIS for purposes of negotiation or on any 
other matter. In recent times even the worst of 
enemies still resorted to negotiations. The Ame-
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A JIM h &JbIioa .... opcimjsm, 

a .... pop"olion bul limital 
... eooaomic .,oW1h: it must import: 

cl raw materiaIa to feed its 
It boa .... efore ~ed trade 

"willi'" mpay 1XIIm triea the world ova-. 

t.., r aIooe it Deeded about 48 !ODS of 
III far iadUIIriaJ \lie. Domatic production 

If'"'I'l 18 tons. 10 the JOverDlDCIlt had to 
Ibis by purch"ina additional gold 

Britain aDd d' ~ where. As ia many count­
the importation of JOId by iadividuals is 

but the lleat "ernand for the "king 1:::- boa eqendered a tlourishing black 
~ ....... the price of JOId is almost twice 

iIl_lional price for successful smugglers. 

&pile of Japan'. large imports the balonce 
I'lnode is in its favour. Its chemical iadustry 

third in the world, in the production of 
chernial raw mau:rials for use in modern 

""'ports are mostly consumed by Asian 
.... rieI and by the United States: the U.S. 

takes about one-third of the total. In 
-=~ on almost every major road is now to 
I'K II the swift Datsun cars, solely distributed 

Moton (Ghana) Ltd., which bu an 
plant at Tema. By 1964 Japan had 

the world for eight consecutive years. since 
by Ialmching 4,205.000 tons in shi.,. 

hr' i I ip 18 AfrIca 

1a.-'. alii........ is shown by the rising wage 
of "'" per..,...t a year since 1960. Average 

Pme per person was 690 dollars and 830 
in 1965 and 1968 respectively. Since 

the G..,. Natimll Product bu risen at 
~ a...... rate of 10% yearly (141,900 dollars 

, 
its G.N.P. ranks third. only alter 

and Russia. 

Japenese IOvernmeot bas in rocenl times 
the Dced to utili.,. part of the Dation's 

u aid to Africa. fa 1961 the Afrian 
cl Japan was e&tabIisbed to promote 
1M'. 'I"net.. betwOCD African people 

14 i"" pt'G¥Jlina aDd '"istina eooao-
....... UI ill Aflu". 

of ... aid. It'IIII All. en cnmb'n, 
." Ka". aed CjbeM. are 11 ~. II 
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al 

• 

Mug" em iDa LId., GhaM T"",1iIe LId., and die 
Tema Te:aIiIe TrainiDa Ccatre.) fa 1965 tbe 
SIIII}p Electrical Cut porltion was KlI up in 
Ghlm by an omalpmatioD of Japanese liIiIII 
in partn<nbip with the OboM JOmnuaenl. 

In February, 1970, a Japm ... governmenl eco­
DOmiC and trade delegatiou toured some African 
countries (visiting GhanI between the 20th and 
25th of that month) to "explo"" the poaibilitiea of 
strengthening international trade between Japan 
and Ghana-and other African States"'. Ghana and 
other states responded wen IIld participatal in 
"E '0 '70", the superscale interutional trade 
fair still on in Osaka. And Etltiopia's Empea:or 
Haile Selassie. in a speecb to mark Ethiopia·, 
National Day at the Fair. invital Japanese 
"participation in large scale agricultural enter­
prises. in the building of dams for irrigation 
and for generation of electricity, and in the 
expansion of mining and industry in Ethiopia". 
Japanese fishermen are found in the seas of 
West Afria, as well as in East Africa (where 
the Tanzanian government. however. rcc' utly 
deplored their activities. since they were alleged 
to have been the main "culprits of ovcrfishing") , 

Growlllg In,esln E If. 

Japan's investments in Africa are growing 
fast. Recently a Japanese consortium of about 
twenty firms. the Overseas Uranium Resources 
Development Corporation. signed an agreement 
with the JOvemmeRl of Niger and the FYench 
Atomic Energy Commission to develop Uranium 
deposits in the Republic. 

Japan is rich and looks like one of the few 
nations whose economic aid to deve10ping count­
ries bas few (or not any) strings auached to iL 
It also seems to he less involved in international 
I ..... that hamper progressive interutional trade. 
But there is ODe major problem lbout the 
country that threatens its poaceful trade with 
Africa in the future. This is Japan's CCODomic 
relations with racist South Africa and Rhodesia . 

Like many developed countries, it prof ..... 
abhorrence of South Africa's and Rhodesia', 
racist policies. Aod it baa righdy been asserted 
that OIIIy by ocoaomic sanctioas and boycotts 
can some - Ii., be Imocted into the heads 01 
these udI-rocists. But Japan's trade with the 
peakilraDt COImb ita is ID cucouragement of the 0"".. 'ion pwctiaed by the non-Europeans in 
thoae parts of Arlica. 

n... nalll know thai what they 
01.- flow die two p-hal are the results of 
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Editorial: "NmonaI Development and Rcaional 
(LA V/I3) ............ Iio& roocIina DO' so 
the IoIic in your "'.mCht but for the way in 
.,..JIhl to RICUC the IO'MDmalt out of the 
"hicb tbo Ionp •• ., of I.... OfFAl .. 

100111 the 1D'fCI'''''lMt'. attitude towards Ibrahim 
JnOtion caIlina upoo the JO'o'U .. ment to draw 

j;dill aaz)eratcd P«$amiOC \0 dcfClop the North 
up with the others of the country's rqions. 
Mr. Nah ,pW,'. motion bad a batmIas intention. 
M.,tjtcy', '''''''''n''l should even ~ve been 

ac:cq:ubk. But stran8ely enough the 
in the Proarcu Party ao ... crp· 

Ibould ba~ inspired the aovernment to accept 
motioo. did DOC; do 10. 

pity &bat men who haw: carDed so much respect 
for their ability aDd rMturc attitude towards 

iuucs tbouId today exhibit such teodenclcs durioa 
lint porliamaIl of tbo Secood Republic. 

DOt ID)SClf' inter"catcd in penooalibcs. My only 
is to remind the new JOvcmmc:nt that the mare "oil IUdI stranp personal feelings the more they 

dU6artlt to defend themselves tomorrow, and 
they late the sympathy of lhose who, in spite 

valid ran about them. still felt that they are the 
of mea who could be <:ounted upon to rule more 

that Dr. Busia and his coUequc:s would wish 
U. opportunity to do a radical self-examination 
COOIC_ncc and open • new chapter in the OC)C.t 

or porliamaIt. That would do them • lot of &DOd. 

(AI: abo$} 

I'" 

P "k 'Ii' II IF Ba..,:le 

S. M. Sibido_ 

01 the matt JIarinI dcCcctivc aspectt at our J;om­
.. ; i) 1 Ii is tbc C:oIlIllhtc lack of pubUt tdcphooe 

ia our citll • towns aod ¥in., s. By any modut 
lbeae 11'1 DO ..... e tbaD fi .... or six public booths 

die Acc:n.. TemI mUDkip.tity Nearly aU or 
till .. in poet 011 • aad arc frequm· 

tI or1 • WIleN a 1»0 iii ia ......... CODdition the 
till ........ lob ~ pat .. 'X Won the d PiAl 

_wu, ......,". 1bie it a deplonble 
wtwa. h • I 1llrrh ..... CJOe Lleid 

s 1 
.... l£&iaa .. , ' •• ,,'O.W • II ... 

II' 1 UA. Be • ill 1M deale, III 
.. I 9 7 £ , .. a ,ubl= 
.. k Cl11 , III ee 51 ... GIIDIIJ' '" 

'hit. "III" ....... ... 
"It '" ... ..,. t .. _ 

17 

te1epbcIJ in an iiDCiS 1!tCJ'. 11 abouId DOl be a Jawry to 
_ pubUc: boodto Ia our --. ... sbopo. aUpcxto, 
....,. ttIId _y ola .......... aDd lCIp _ ..... 

1beR is ..... oj", l"'bIit: _10 Iho ..- 01 I _. 

and other .. burbI in aDd II'OIIDd tile c:i1y are DO eN :epCicJa 
The situatioa calls for imnvdi·te lCtioD. 

P.O._ .. 
Ac:aa. 

51 .. -1 wish to inform tho .uthorities, or the perIOD wbo 
invited Mr. Bob Arno, the world widely kDown pick­
pocket, that his visit to Ghana was not DOCa,.ry ... aU. 
At present, there arc • lot of ...,.,'h. around who an 
doiol bad enough thin., to the innocent pubtK:, and the 
police are dolol their best to prevent Ibn evil doiDp:. 

Now, if we are tryins to outlaw crimiDaI ac:ts rrom our 
beloved country. why should W'C a, the ... .".. lime iovile 
suc:h a character to visit us and demonstrate bit nil skills 
to us 7 I care little about the points he raised in the Dro, 
G .. pbk, because these were lOinJ to be read by bodI 
aood and bod people. 

I am SUR some films arc prohibited from beiDa shown 
in our cinema halls because the spcclaton do not pin any. 
thinS from them except evil thoudn!. tr this is the ease, 
why should the Bob Amqs come bere to waneD tbjnpt 
We must aU bear in Jbind that by his demOOltraUom our 
"BUys" may learn eyen worse thinas. 

O So 57 2 W .. t .. -r-P.. l( I 

Aa:ra 

M...... Cbe ()I f. Uu.eIJ" 

SII\ • I read, with proround interest, of your rourtb anni­
versary in your last issue; this is very remarkable. Your 
style or wrilin. and the way you compile articles is abo 
commendable. Pau on your dbows. I have copies of aU 
your ilsues, which I am keepinS as "kocpsak.e". 

I would also like to sugat that you "brilll in" c:oIour 
photo;rapm to make your articles "more lively." 

P.O. _ 567 
Ae<n. 

A h pc L I 

EMtor', Note: 1bc Sn ...... tloa i.a tbr: last para. 

papb is DOted with ttaenh! 

....... JaI, 15 

C4I • For MPi .. Nad I e Os.t 

A ooe·'fo'IICk coune for Members of tbr: Natioaal Auem­
bly was today ope. at Mensah Sarbab HaD. UniYCflity 
of Ghana. Lcaon. The coune which is beiaa orpniscd by 
the Institute of Adult Edtalion in 00Qjuncti0a with Ibc 
oftk:e 01 the Min.au of St_ lor Padiameatary Affain 
aDd the 06. lwembIy will be 
CJq:JeCted CO djen,s ......... odw ParUameowy 
pre _va aDd Ibe l'Ia"'" I 

It is; ex; m1 ........ ft. tile 'I dcr of 
tt. UW C ". i ........ J die de ... M. ooic.", 01 Iho ... 
migp . 
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Beware of imitations 

• 100')(, WOOD FREE 
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LIME 
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