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E"rIlIAL 

GHANA'S AFRICAN FRIENDS 

THERE CAN BE no doubt about the necessity of mending 
politica1 fences between and among states as soon as it is 
discreet so to do; particularly where there's not only 
nothing to lose but everything to gain, or regain. In Ghana 
we once had many natural resources which almost by their 
intrinsic value alone made many friends for us and influenced 
many people. in all sorts of ways and directions advan­
tageous or favourable to us. Nor were these just material 
resources alone; there were human values as well. But 
then we squandered and frittered a lot of them away, aD 

the one hand. On the other, some of our old friends. to 
add insult to injury, misjudged our motives when we tried 
to halt the process, to rescue ourselves. cut our losses, 
salvage some of the disappearing goods. and restore our 
favourable image. 

Hence it was that after the coup of February 1966 we 
had to send out high-powered delegations to explain our­
selves to our neighbours. in a necessary attempt. especially, 
to pacify those of them who did not understand our revolt 
against the C P,P. regime and had become openly con. 
temptuous and hostile. With some of these our emissaries 
succeeded: with others they did not. The East and Central 
African block. especially. were irreconcileable: Presidents 
Nyerere, Obate and Kaunda were particularly bitter, and 
in effect barked at us to get the hell out of their sight! 
Sekou Toure of Guinea of course went one long step 
further. as we all know. 

We came back consoled by our successes and sorry at 
our failures. but not defeated over the latter. Indeed, as 
far as the extreme cases of Toure and Kaunda - to a 
lesser extent also of Nyerere - were concerned we did in 
our tum tell them to go mind their own ruddy business 
too and keep their superior wisdom about our best interests 
to themselves! But quarrels like these between states 
struggling against the same kinds of internal and external 
enemies cannot rationally be allowed to continue indefinitely . 
That would be like indulging in the old and foolish game 
of the nose and the face. 

It was therefore to be expected that at the right psycho. 
logical moment we would return to the self - as well as 
mutual- interest task of winning back our former friends, 
our fellow-travellers along t~ road to self.emancipation. 
We of this paper. hke aU our countrymen. we hope, are 
happy to see that our new government has decided that 
the psychological moment has arrived to try again to mend 
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fences between us and our partners in distress. 
the notable rate of succel>S of the Victor 

missions to East and Central Africa is , 
to go by. we shall soon be in the 

position of again working in relative 
with our neighbours for tbe political 

economic redemption of black Africa_ 

The visit to Ivory Coast of the Prime Minister 
just ending. was not of quite the same 

as that of the Foreign Minister to Uganda, 
and those other countries on the other 

of Africa; President Felix Houphouet. 
and his country had become reconciled 

us long ago through the N.L.C. That. how. 
~ver. does not minimise the task undertaken by 

Busia in the Ivory Coast during the last 
ortni or so. It was as important as Mr. 

embassage to the East. It was a job 
only·part consolidation; mostly, it sought and 

~~:Ii' a re-identification of mutual interests. 
~ in the economic and social fields. 

As we indicate in some of our Notebook items 
this issue. we do hope that both the remedial 

of mending political fences, and the 
need to make friends and influence 

~~~l~, will continue to engage that part of tbeir 
~ and attention which Dr. Busia and our other 

must of necessity allocate to such 

In this we give them congratulations for 

so far and wish them even greater 

In the future. 
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Africa 
ARCHAEOLOGY, ANTHROPOLOGY 

AND AFRICAN HISTORY 

By 
Akua Asaabea Ayisi 

"When Io!. a man a man. or what is a 
man like devoid of his own definition 
of himself?" - Mazisi Kunene. 

UNTil RECENTLY the words "African History" 
or the "History of Africa" merely drew open 
contempt among historians and schola rs. and 
were swiftly and derisorily dismissed as the signs 
o~ pitiful ignorance about the true meaning of 
history. It was assumed that Afric::,; had no 
history. In history books. examples abound of 
how eaSily this was done; assertions about the 
non-existence of African history were generally 
accepted almost as if they were scientifically 
established maxims. 

. Predictably since the advent of political 
Independence in large areas of the contment. 
this view of Africa as a continent without a 
paSt has been considerably modified As Africam. 
we are no longer told that· 

We have nothing to do in the world 
We are parasites of the world. 
And our job is to keep in line with the world 

Questioning Old Ideas 

Within the last two decades, the pendulum 
~ms to have swung to the opposite direction: 
qUlle a few reputable universities in England. 
Europe and America which until recently would 
nev~r have t~lerated on their curriculla any 
subject on Afnca. unless it was about "colonial 
histo:y': or "the study of primitive races", have 
flounshmg institutes of African studies which 
1~c1ude courses in various aspects of African 
history and institutions. 

There are also the new African Universities 
and University Colleges. founded in the wake 
of political independence with a keen awareness 
of the need to question some of the old idea. .. 
a~ut Africa and Africans which were the ideo­
logICal handmaids of imperialism. In these institu­
~jons Of. learning the history of Africa is receiv­
mg senous attention. Gradually, it 100ks as 
th~ugh the myth tbat Africa bas no history is 
~,"g exploded, and the picture of our past as 
unpen~.bly dark appears to be fading. Yet the 
expkxjon 15 Dot so audible and the fading is 
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onlY around the edges. The central picture still 
endures in many subtle but significant forms. 

The truth is that. in spite of the salvaging 
work of quite a few excellent modem historians. 
many dubious theories still cling to the subject, 
so that the very idea of African history remains 
somewhat emasculated. It bas still not achieved 
a right to exist independently of bizarre technic· 
alities of archaeology and anthropology. It is 
really no more than a glorified branch of the 
social sciences. Mysterious anthropological 
phrases, and curious archaeological terms are 
still put forward as African history. 

Currently. three different schools of thought 
in relation to the subject of African history are 
discernible among historians. or "Africanists", 
There is what one might caU the "Trevor Roper 
school", which bluntly questions any validity in 
African history and scorns it as a subject with­
out any "purpose" or "significance". This clearly 
belongs to the old school and it is pointless to 
quarrel about it. Such a view takes it for grant­
ed that only Englishmen and Europeans have 
made history, One has merely to remember that. 
among these allegedly unique aDd historical 
peoples, there has. since the nineteenth century 
raged a nationalistic war of "historical superior­
ity" which finally produced Hitler in Germany. 
That is certainly one example of a historical 
"purpose" or "signi,ficance", But I think African 
history can safely do without it, 

Penetrating the 'Darkness' 
There is a second "school" which does not 

overtly or perhaps even consciously denounce 
the teaching or studying of African history, But 
this approach essentially belongs to the same 
school as the first, because they are moulded 
in the same intellectual milieu, This school. 
unlike the first. is not deterred by the supposed 
"darkness" of the subject. or at any rate does 
not regard the darkness as "stark" and impene­
trable. They accept the darkness theory. but 
maintain that sparks of light from the tools of 
archaeology and anthropology can, and on 
occasion do in fact. produce shafts of ligbt. 
For this school. African history is the evidence 
presented by researches in archaeology and 
anthropology, In effect their contention is that 
the bulk of African history is pre-history. and 
is thus seriously impoverished by Jack of demon­
strable achievements. 

The missing achievements are supposed to be 
strictlY related to "an evoil.Jtion ·;n wh.ich. "the 

development of the hi.'" computer. whir' 
man 's brain is, compared to !bat ." 0Ch« prim­
ates, was the most notable adlievemaata". H«e 
are echoes of Darwinism. with far n china 
implications which boil down to the relative 
inferioritv of African history. 

• 

There may be found. in various African sites. 
millioo.year-old bones and skulls, but what are 
aU these compared with the wheel, the alphabet. 
the printing press, Cbarlemagne, Newton and 
Shakespeare? The weakness in this Darwinist 
view of history, though. is that it issues forth 
from a very controversial premise. Yet when 
archaeologists and anthropologists, whether as 
supporters or opponents of Darwinism, employ 
archaeology and anthropology as instruments of 
African history, the controversial nature of their 
premise is completely overlooked, For instance. 
an anthropologist or archaeologist may attach 
great importance to "the significance of man's 
origin from his primate ancestry" and look for 
the development of traditions, and man's ability 
to transmit ideas, and social techniques of one 
kind or another as in "themselves the material 
embodiment of ideas" and therefore cogent 
evidence. which "demonstrates a significant diver­
gence from the behaviour of man's primate 
cousins" . 

No Real Answer 

The Haw in this is that tbe question whether 
or not man had any "primate cousins" is not 
without controversy among scientists. For Darwin 
after all had as many informed opponents <t.s 
his renowned disciples. The plain fact is that. 
evidence consisting of "the scatter of stone tools 
and broken food bones on the site of million 
year old camp sites" does not reaDy answer the 
big question in African history. It merely confirms 
the dubiousness of the subject, if it is taken in 
the context of what archaeologists understand as 
"civilisation". namely "'a complexity of material 
achievements readily demonstrated in the presem,'e 
of cities. writing. currency. craft specialisalion". 

When Trevor Roper dismisses African history 
as devoid of purpose or significance. he merely 
re-echoes the old familiar charge that in none 
of these areas had Africa been a guiding ligbt 
worthy of envy and emulation. Even if it is 
granted that such evidence as archaeologists and 
anthropologists can provide reveals that ·'evolved 
conceptual thought" can exist without writing and 
highly accomplished technical and artistic oehieve· 

""enlio possible without towns. the problap is 
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lot disposed of. Firstly it is held that no such 
&Jrican conceptual thought has been identified; 
md secondly, Africans are supposed to be 
nherently inferior because they did not produce 
he wheel, the printing press, or a Shakespeare. 

At best the only significance that such evid­
;IDce may produce for people like Trevor Roper 
:5 the mere fascination of a supposedly unspoilt 
::harm of a primitive and dead culture. It is 
:lathing but a kind of charitable Darwinism. Far 
from illuminating the darkness of African history 
it hardens the habit of looking at African history 
from the exalted and impressive heights of other 
peoples' achievements in history, from a creative 
past far back into the remote and dark. ages, 
when lizardlike men oozed from the pnmeval 
slime. 

. These Darwinian presumptions are not the only 
shackles of African history. There are other pet 
~beories, such as the 'Berber' theory by which 
lhe peoples of the African continent are classified 
!into semi-white 'berber-races' and black sub­
~hara races of negroid stock. Other theories 
meant to estabUsh that the Sahara desert had 
iinsulated Africa from outside influence. All these 
are based upoll highly controversial, and some­
times dubious. 1Wvidence. 

Ethnological Divisions 

Yet there has been little or no hesitation in 
sing them to contradict any attempt to clothe 

the skeletons of archaeological and anthropolo­
ieal researches with the flesh of imaginative 

influences from other historical facts. Try, for 
instance, to find out at least why it is that a 
"materially and technically rich civilisation" like 
that of ancient Egypt failed to have the same 
impact on Africa as Greece has had on Europe, 
and you would promptly be found guilty 
of "weeping hypothesis". 

One must bear in mind that the very ethnolo­
gical division of Africans into "sub-saharan 
blacks" and Northern "Berber Africans" is more 
a matter of colonial political convenience than 
objective history or proven facts. It was foster. 
ed by the French colonialists in North Africa 
primarily to counteract Pan Arab nationalism. 
In essence, therefore, it is a racial separatist 
theory which was used to buttress the colonial 
system of "divide and rule". When in recent 
years we Africans South of the Sahara also began 
to assert ourselves and to demand political 
autonomy as well as a right to shape our own 

cultural and national destinies the "Berber 
Africans" and "Black Sahara Africans" theory 
was found to be a ready and convenient theory 
and an effective weapon against continental 
African nationalism. For a time it fitted in 
neatly with the notion that the Sahara had been 
a barrier between Black Africa and the rest of 
the world, and thus provided a plausible explana­
tion of why Africa slept while the rest of the 
world. particularly Teutonic Europe, marched 
towards their glorious imperial destinies. as the 
chosen peoples of history. 

The 'barrier' idea is gradually fading. It seems 
now accepted that: 

Though dessicated, the Sahara was still 
important for culture contact between 
the period of its desertion by the pastor­
ali5ts around 3,500-2.500 Be and the 
commencement of the camel caravan 
trade of Islamic times. 

Potent Dividing Factors 

As between "black Africans" and Algerians the 
sense of separatism cannot therefore be attribut­
ed to the assumption, by some writers, that 
Algerians "neither fee) nor look like Africans". 
It is possible after all to feel a sense of com­
munity with a people without looking or feeling 
like them. For instance we are told that "the 
Cartesian spirit is deeply rooted among the 
Algerian intellectuals" yet the last thing they 
want surely is to feel or look like the French. 
On the other hand the Algerians do feel and 
look like their Eastern brothers. but that fact 
alone has not bred in them a sroog sense of 
cultural unity. Obviously the Algerians have 
imbibed French separatist ideas about "black 
Africa". Those ideas are that, far from any 
affinities with us, black Africans belong exclusive­
ly to the same black racial stock as the bush­
men of South Africa. Such ideas are far more 
potent dividing factors than physical and cultural 
differences . 

It is important to find out why and how the 
history of North Africa was "deliberately and 
systematically re-written" by the French. If not 
with new hypotheses. jn the light of new evidence. 
how else are the distortions which are inherent 
in such a systematic and deliberate re--writing at 
other peoples' history to feed the nationa,! 
vanities of colonialjsts to be examined and 
exposed? For instance in a recent discourse on 
the role of archaeology in African history, Prof, 
M. Posnansky of the University of Ghana. has 

• 
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denounced the use of hypotheses in African 
history as either Us counsel of defeat or an 
acknowledgement of Qver.-scanty sources of 
information", 

I should think this is one example of how 
difficult it is, given even the best will and the 
most scrupulous objectivity in the world, to be 
wholly liberated from the prejudices and presump­
tions which are accepted tenets in one's 'intel­
lectual milieu'. For though it may appear, by 
the bulk of Prof. POSDansky'S observations, that 
he neither accepts a counsel of defeat nor acknow­
ledges over -scanty sources of information. he 
does not go the whole way, because he also 
berates what he describes as: 

A tendency for historians. particularly 
in the university of London. to regard 
the study of tropical Africa during the 
first millennium A .D . as African history 
rather than as pre-history. 

He would prefer the opposite practice in Britain 
and America where "pre-Columbian history is 
rarely accorded historical status" just as the 
millennium preceding Julius Caesar is denied 
historical status in Britain. though according to 
him "for both these periods there probably are 
more evidence than for the first millennium 
A. D. of most of Sub-Saharan Africa". 

Scrutinising the TheorieS' 
I wonder/ if Professor Posnansky's "sub-saharan 

Africa", is substantially different from the "sub­
saharan Africa" of the French proponents of 
Berber North Africa doctrines. If it is, then 
surely whoever wants to broaden the perspective 
of African history. break down its isolation, and 
reveal its significance and purpose - three 
important objectives in African history to which 
Prof. Posnansky succinctly refers - must first 
scrutinise this huge and intimidating legacy of 
theories which were originally formulated with 
the primary object of reshaping the African past 
for the beoefit of others. Such an exercise would 
seem to me to be more important than the most 
unusual archaeological discovery. not only 
because it would illuminate the 'darkness' of 
African history. but also because it would give 
greater meaning to the labours and discoveries of 
archaeologists and anthropologists in the study 
and teaching of African history. 

Let us now tum to the third school, which hap­
pily brings us to the heart of the matter. It is 
open-minded and is championed by such writers 
as Roland Oliver, J. D. Fage aod Basil Davidson. 
Without ignoring archaeological and anthrnpolo-

VBR 

gal evidence,. they are not uaduly '* IE.. d 
either the supposed darI<ness of Africu bisbX}'. 
nor are they pre-occupied with Usjmjljaritia 01' 

divergence from mao's primate cousins", FuDy 
conscious of the limitatioos of the subject. they 
have tried to approach African history with the 
same imagination as they would bring to _ 
upon considerations of their own history. or 
to that part of their own history for which there 
is scanty evidence. 

Moreover, they realise that, history has 'pur­
poses' or 'significances' which are universal. 

Admittedly, the current predominance of 
archaeology. anthropology and other 'sciences' in 
the study of history is not confined to the study 
of African history. Nor must one deny that 
archaeologists and anthropologists have made 
great contributions towards the redisoovery of 
the African past in recent years. It is largely 
thanks to their patient and meticulous labours 
that it has become possible to put forward the 
view that: 

"There is an unbroken sequence of 
human development. from man's origin, 
probably in some part of the drier areas 
of tropical Africa some two to three 
million years ago up to the present 
day" and that "Africa, the most popu­
lous continent in the stone age. was at no 
time far from the mainstreams of 
human history" 

Obsession With Bare Facts 

Not long ago. any such proposition would have 
been instantly submerged in the scornful smiles 
of many a distinguished historian. Yet the pur­
poses of history do Dot consist merely in the 
presentation of factual or even 'scientific' evi­
dence. and such an objective is Dot more impor­
tant than the efforts wruch have been made by 
historians to retain the past u the source of vital 
and creative element in the living present. This 
is why as distinguished a historian as Prof. J. H. 
Plumb bas recently lamented what he regards as 
the destruction of the past by a highly develop­
ed aod highly sophisticated approach to history, 
and bas likened the obsession with bare facts 10 

history: 

To the wood worm which makes itseH 
at home in the timbers of some ancient 
building, invisible to the naked eye. yet 
inoessantly at work on its task of 
erosion and destruction which does not 
become apparent until the entire edifICe 
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after the 1968 rescheduling exercise that the 
country could still not achieve a reasonable rate 
of development under the terms of the reschedul­
ing exercises and that there was an urgent Deed 
for the incoming civilian government to take 
another look: at the problem. 

This is the raison d' eIre for a further pay­
ments arrangement with our creditors. an arrange-, 
meot that will give the government a breathing 
space to embark on its objectives. The debt 
problem is to be viewed against the government's 
policy of tackling the basic problems facing the 
country and which the government is committed 
to solve. e.g. developing the infrastructure of 
the rural areas. A further attempt at working 
out a better arrangement with our creditors is 
imperative because in the first place the previous 
arrangements were not the best that the country 
could have had. taking into account the capacity 
of Ghana to pay. Our creditors took the rather 
short-sighted view that the debts were purely 
commercial and they were more interested in 
getting the maximum they could get rather than 
sympathetically considering the adverse effects of 
the debt payments on Ghana's long-term develop­
ment efforts. 

A Major Obstacle 

Secondly. the debt service burden is a major 
obstacle to the future development of the economy 
and must somehow be solved. Without a proper 
solution commensurate with our ability to pay 
the economy cannot generate growth through the 
provision of more job openings, and the liberalisa­
lion of imports of essential goods. Unless the 
whole debt problem is cleared, the government 
cannot formulate any meaningful long-term 
development plan for the country. The present 
government is committed to an improvement in 
the standard of living of the people in this 
country and unless they see their way clear, there 
is very little they can do to fulfil their election 
promises. 

Thirdly, the new call for better payments 
arrangement is firmly based on economic justifica­
tion backed by technical analysis of the balance 
of payments and other considerations which were 
ignored in the two previous reschedulings. 

Having given reasons why a new payments 
arrangement is necessary, the next problem is: 
what sort of arrangement do we want which will 
nOl place undue obstacles in our development 
aspiration? 

Attempts are being made to obtain the refinanc­
ing of our debts in place of the costly exercise 
of rescheduling. The meaning of refinancing is 
that creditor countries will provide new credits 
to enable Ghana to continue debt service pay­
ments; that is. a fresh loan will be contracted 
in place of the original debt in order to payoff I 
existing debts, the new loan may be made by 'j 
the governments of our creditors. If the newt v 
loan is given on long-term basis, then the I 
refinancing constitutes a moratorium. that is, \1 " 
Ghana could achieve a respite of say 30 years , 
before resuming transfer of debt service pay~ , 

ments. 

No doubt, an agreement on refinancing will 
provide the relief necessary for the government 
to achieve a diversion of resources into major 
development efforts. On purely economic con~ 

siderations, refinancing is in the long-term interest 
of our creditors; for if we are pushed far with 
our backs to the wall, and if the government 
stands firm on.. its election promises, then the 
only logical course to take is to default. On the 
other hand, if a refinancing is achieved, and if 
investments are channelled into productive areas. 
the growth of the economy will generate sufficient 
resources with which to make debt service pay­
ments at a future date. A solution therefore of 
our debts is essential to a reasonable rate of 
economic development in the next few years. 

No Debt Is Sacrosanct 
• 

The Prime Minister has recently said that our 

debts are going to be X-rayed presumably 

because none of the debts is sacrosanct. What 

has not been made clear so far by the govern­

ment is whether in the event of our creditors 

agreeing to a moratorium we will let sleeping 

dogs lie or whether - refinancing or not -

the exercise of reviewing the debt will still go 

on. It is important to know the government's 

policy on this; there are many thoughtful Ghana­

ians who are dissatisfied with the peculiar circum~ 

stances surrounding some of the debts. The best 

way the government can derive the maximum 

support from the public on this major and 

complex issue is to take us into its confidence. 

After all, whatever decision the government takes 

is bound to affect all of us one way or the other. 
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Politics 
INGREDIENTS OF 
LOGY - BEYOND 

AN 
TIlE 

by 

AFRICAN IDEO­
NATION-STATE 

Oburoni Muntu 

THE central political gospel of our time, virtually 
everywhere among that half of the world's 
states which attained independence during the 
past thirty years, is that the key to progress is 
nation-building. It is not surprising that this 
faith is so widely held. As Danlcwart Rustow says 
In the opening pages of his thoughtful book 
A World of Natiolls : 

Nation and modernity arc among the most 
potent ideals of the twentieth century_ They 
are distinct in concept but often reinforce 
each other in practice. Scientific discovery, 
new technical skills, and industrial produc­
tion are among the tools of modernity; 
among the emotions of nationhood are 
common purpose and mutual trust. Nationa­
Jily can lay the social foundation for the 
division of labour in modem science and 
industry; and the desire for modernity can 
bring national loyalties into focus . . . 
Together nationalism and modernity form 
an arena of tacit assumptions in which the 
vocal battle between political ideologies such 
as democracy and communism has been 
fOUght. 

... The nation·state. Like modernization. 
has roots, having grown out of the dynastic 
states of the twelfth to eighteenth century. 
But Western Nationalism did not burst forth 
fully until the American and French Revolu· 
tions, and in that same period it became 
linked to modernization. Since then. in Latin 

America. Asia. and Africa, nationhood and 

modernity have appeared as two facets of a 

single transformation-a dual revolution 

loudly proclaimed and often ardently desired 

but never accomplished quickly or with ease. 

Nevertheless. the nation·state is already run· 

ning into trouble in the Europe which brought it 

forth; and it poses severe problems of inter· 

communication in our rapidly shrinking globe. 

Rustow indeed notes these two points just two 

paragraphs beyond the passage quoted above: 

. . . In Europe. economic and technical 

• 

progress is bunliDg tbrou&h the DIllOw 
boundaries drawn by IDOII8IdlS d4 .... tia1s 
lists in the eighteenth and njnetMlliI .... tury; 
hence democratic EuroP"'n, have be· 
thrown into a protracted crisis of supnaa­
tional unification ... Where once oatioD4 
hood was the proud achicvem JiU of a few 
peoples isolated from the rest of h,,_nity. 
it now has become the vocal aspiration of 
130 peoples all linked tightly through modem 
meaDS of communication and transport. 
Where once the nation· state was the symboJ 
of sovereign power and unfettered indepen­
dence. today it means interdependence and 
common peril. Sometime in the nineteenth 
century in Europe. modernization was wed­
ded to tbe nation~state. and in Asia and 
Africa that alliance is being consummated 
anew il\ the present day; but unless the 
marriage contract is renegotiated or dissolv. 
ed in voluntary separation. it may weD tum 

• 
into a suicide pact. 

Crisis of Modernization 

All this is given special point by the meaning 
he attaches to modernization, which 'denotes 
rapidly widening control over nature through 
closer cooperation among men.' In this sense it 
is plainly a goal almost universaUy accepted. and 
Rustow cannot readily be faulted when he asserts 
in summing up his argument here, that 'only 
societies transformed into nations have shown 
themselves capable of attaining the more ad· 
vanced forms of modernity, and only modernizing 
nations are likely to retain their identity in the 
present era of modernization.' 

Even so. he concedes that other possibilities 
may yet emerge: 'It is conceivable that in some 
future period .'the connection between modemiza· 
tion and nationality will disappear. that Moder· 
nization will find expression in political institu­
tions that transcend and transform the nation· 
state.' 

The case 'I want to argue is that the world is 
moving into a crisis where the continuation of its 
modernization, as Rustow terms it. or its pro­
gress as more commonly put. depends on finding 
such new institutions; that the parts of the 
world which have both the greatest Deed and the 
best chance to devise them are those where the 
nation-state has developed least; that of aU such 
parts. Africa has the greatest need and the best 
chance of all; that African society and culture 
already contains in embryo some of the means 
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devices that are needed for the supersession 
the nation-state; but that Done of this can 

l>"le about. and the creative contribution that 
can make to the advancement of mankind 

not be made, unless and until Africans devc­
that special spiritual self-reliance which 

one to make use of one's own cultural 
and to cease to want or need to emulate 

All the ingredients of an adequate African 
must be blended together at once, every 

needs all the rest : we can be sure 
ourselves. of our place in the world, only 

"'hl:n we know what kind of special contribution 
can make to the common life of mankind. 

we can know only when we know where to 
in our own culture and heritage for .the 

of this contribution; but to be able to do 
we need faith in ourselves and the courage 

break. the habit of relying aU the while on 
'esterln, or at any rate boreal. models. 

New Economic Developments 

Part of the indictment of the nation·state has 
been prepared by Rustow, in the words 
quoted ; it is too small for the 

economic and technical developments that 
coming into being. and it does not fit a pat­

Jeln of interconnectedness. If this is true for 
highly developed countries. with 

incomes and populations of fifty millions 
more, can it be less true for small, poor. 

countries? Even Nigeria. which 
of its size on our continent. is no morc 

I ~;,~:~~~, than the United Kingdom or Western 
I( and only slightly more so than Italy 

France: and its purchasing capacity, its size 
a market. is no greater than that of Manchester. 

A country like Ghana. for aU its relative 
l:wI,.lth in Africa. provide:, no economic market 
for any industry worth looking at twice. The 

I;""m, applies to qu~tjons of supply of raw mate­
rials. etc.: we all remember the corned-beef 
factory which could have used the entire cattle 
population of Ghana in six weeks. Any but the 
most footling kinds of economic development 
depend absolutely on effective cooperation with 
at least other West African countries. if not those 
beyond our own part of the continent. 

All this is quite well known: the planning 
experts, the ECA people, and others, have been 
SB)ing it for years. But it still seems to be thought 
m apparently responsible circles that you can 
bave it both ways-that ),ou can build close links 

What makes Signal 
so from 

other 

IT's THE 

IN THE RED STRIPES! 
This Vital Element Give. You 
Strong Healthy Clean White Teeth 
Pure Fresh Breath 
Healthy Gums 

A Genn-free Mouth 

r- ~------..., 
YoUR TtET1I SIGNAL 

• 
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with other countries. move toward economic 
union, while simultaneously making it more diffi­
cult for their citizens to come to your country_ 
Vet the moves towards tighteoing up controls 
over non-citizens. the devising of new means of 
ticketing and docketing everyone and making 
sharp distinctions between Ghanaian citizens and 
everyone else, are all quite consistent with the 
philosophy and policy of nation-building. 

Buliding a nation means minimising all distinc­
tions inside the frontiers and maximising all those 
between nationals and non-nationals. Of course, 
Ghana makes it exceptionally difficult for a nOD­

citizen to acquire citizenship. by comparison with 
most countries; but even if she didn't. the same 
principle would apply. H yOll are trying to make 
a nation-state out of something which is not 
that, you can only do it by emphasising that all 
or most of its denizens have in common and 
rejecting whatever they share with outsiders. as 
far as possible. A nationalist economic policy. 
in this sense of "nationalist". is one which seeks 
to foster first and foremost the presumed com~ 
mon economic interests of citizens against those 
of outsiders; ruch a policy is simply not compa~ 
tible with establishing wider economic ties 
and larger units. You cannot have it both ways. 

Thus Preston King's suggestion. already twice 
quoted. that we are "presented not merely with 
the task of nation building. but, equally, with 
the challenge of making a continent" is, as it 

stands, quite misleading. Properly understood. 

and certainly in the IQng economic term. we are 

presented not with the task of nation building 
but instead with the challenge of making a 
continent. 

There is a lot more to be said about the nation~ 
state and why and how we can and should do 
without it. Meanwhile, another ingredient of an 
African ideology can be offered as: 

Building nations ;s against Africa's long~ 
term economic ;ntuests. 

BLACK POWER AND THE CARIBBEAN 

By 
A Political Correspondent 

• • 
EVERY politician seeking the sympathy and active 
support. not to say sacrifice, of a people uses 
slogans. This is not a moral judgment but a uni~ 
versal observation. Julius Nyerere once called for 
"'Uhuru na Umoja" - Freedom and Unity _ 
and again uUhuru na Kazi" - Freedom and 

Work. Busia called for ''Prost - Sure"; 
yalta for "Harambee" - Eva,.,.., PlUm, ..,. 
80ther - and .. en Hitler noted about "LiviDI 
Space". 

"Black is Beautiful"; "Say it Loud rm 
and Proud; "Black: Power" - these are some 01. 
the powerful slogans of today. It is therefore to be 
expected that ambitious politicians everywhere 
should seize upon them. "Say it Loud" was adop­
ted by ODe party very recently here in Ghana, 
for example. But it might be superficial to read 
from the scattered use of every slogan the neces.­
sary existence of much more than a common sym. 
patby recognised as useful by certain politicians. 
An infrastructure of political1y organjzed co.ope.­
ration may fol1ow, but it is not necessarily implied. 
as soon as the slogan is used. Is "'Black Power·· 
such a slogan? 

The question arises whether or not the "Black 
Power Movement" has "spread to the West 
Indies", as many observers throughout the world 
have somewhat glibly interpreted. Some examina. 
tion of the structure and relationship of Black 
Power to the differing political realities of the 
Uruted States and the Caribbean seems called for. 

New Demands 

Men have more often agreed on what needs to 
be done than on how to do it. The American • 
Negro has consistently sought social justice since 
the days of formal slavery and before. Various 
methods of changing his lot have been tried, and, 
while Dot universally discarded, several formerly 
popular approaches have successively lost favour 
with new leaders - prayer. the freedom marches 
and sit~ins. and Luther King's non·violeot Civil 
Rights Movement are among them. 

Today the "moderate" leaders of yesterday 
and their white liberal associates are often vio­
lently denounced. The demand is no longer foe 
equal status within American Society - but foe 
recognition as a separate cultural entity or nation. 
outside of a "white" America. The term Negro 
has become discredited - "Afro-American" and 
now "Black" and African~American have replaced 
it. Simultaneously the writings and pronounco­
ments of several more racially assertive opinion­
formers. as Baldwin predicted in The Fire Nqa 
Tim~ and other- works. have been eothllSilSticaDy 
received. Most important. of course. is Eldridge 
Cleaver's Soul on Ice. but other works seek to 
free the "Black" mind from "White" VlIIues II1II 
consequently d~maging psychol~ coafuIioo. 
But this must lead to the rhetoric of ....... ti.no 
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this continent and the integration of all peoples 
there. wbile at the same time subscribing to uB1ack. 
Power" in its more racial forms. 

U we were to so subscribe. in our present cir­
curru;tance we might well be led to take recourse 
in psychological analysis and define that, in the 
special post-colonial case, black can be white. 
But with all respect to Fanon, Dot everyone is 
mentally muddled. Honesty may well demand. 
whatever the slogan, whatever the political 
method. that we carry the limited political inter­
pretation of "Black Power" a step further and 
expose tyranny where it exists with neither con­
fusion nor compromise. 

- -.~- .-

Obituary 
LOVERIDGE NUKU KOFI ABABIO 

1933-1970 

By S. La·Anyane 

Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture 
University of Gbana, Legan. 

Nux.u KOF! ADABIO came to Legan in the Mic­
haelmas term of 1963/64 as lecturer. He was 30 
years old. He had won the Master of Science de­
gree in Animal Science at the Prairie View Agri­
cultural and Mechanical College a year earlier. 
During his tenure at that institution, he earned 
and maintained a high academic record. He im­
pressed his tutors as a person with an inquisitive 
mind and as a competent student in all aspects 
of Animal Husbandry. 

Legon was not new to Kofi Ababio. He was 
one of the few students to graduate in agriculture 
in the pioneering days of the Faculty of Agricul­
ture of the University of Ghana. The Faculty 
was in those days a Department of Agriculture 
of the University College of the Gold Coast. Kofi 
Ababio was in the class of 1958, which had nine 
students. This class was a considerable improve­
ment in numbers over the initial years of 1956 
and 1957 when there were three students, and one 
student, in agriculture respectively. A general 
Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture was 
awarded at the end of a three-year programme. 
Kofi Ababio had no difficulty whatsoever in suc­
cessfully completing the course, grading above 
average. 

Mr. Ababio accepted the position of Agricul-

tural Officer in the Ministry of Alri",J!W6 
graduation in 1958. In this "'pacity. be 
several parts of the country and was put in 
of extension education in the Kete K.rachi 
He very quickly established himself as a COlI 
petent officer of the Ministry. and within 
years of his appointment be was selected by 
government to join a delegation of four to 
sent Ghana at the 15th session of the 
conference in Antananarivo in the MaJ.plY 
public in February. 1960. 

The practical field experience which be 
acquired as an agricultural officer also . >Uta 
to his success as a lecturer in Animal Science 
the University of Ghana. His field of specia1i·. 
tion was livestock production. He was 
interested in the proouction of cattle and sheep. 
As a lecturer in this special field, Mr. Ababio 
showed a robust personality and certainly left a 
lasting impression on all the students who "arne 
under his care. He wrote several articles, includina 
substantia1 contribution to Background to Agricul­
tural Policy in Ghana, published. by the Univer· 
sity of Ghana Faculty of Agriculture in 1969. 

Mr. Ababio's contribution, while a lecturer in 
this University, did not end in the lecture theatre 
and on the research station where he undertook 
research and trained students in practical agricul. 
ture. He was actively involved. in many other 
activities within the University and outside of it. 
He was a Tutor of Mensah Sarbah Hall and served 
on several committees and boards. 

Valuable Contributions 
He was a member of the management committee 

of the Animal Research Institute. Animal Science 
Society. and the Agricultural Society of Ghana. 
He retained his linlcs with tIle University after 
leaving it to engage in a private commercial agri­
cultural enterprise, and served as a Director of 
the University of Ghana Farm Enterprises until 
his final day. He was also a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Ghana Commercial .Bank and 
a founding member of the Legon Society On Na­
tional Affairs. publishers of the "Legan Observer". 
A good debater. and generously imbued with • 
sense of humour. Mr. Ababio was always a plea. 
sure to listen to at society and committee meet­
ings. In his very pleasant and likeable manner, be 
always made a valuable contribution to the buai­
ness of the aociety or committee on which be 
sesvcd. 

After serving the University for five yean. Mr. 
Ababio decided to accept • cbaUease with ....... 
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Notebook 
Ghana-Ivory Coast Relations 

is the key-note in the relations 
most states: our relations with the Ivory 

flO. are no exception, and most observers will 
nothing but pleasure at the warm reception 

tard,:d Dr. Busia and his high-powered cotour­
now visiting that country. 

fluctuations marked the Nkrumah era 
well as more recent regimes. In the ear her 

Nkrumah's support of the dissident 
was a considerable source of friction. 

Isicles, in the ideological sphere, the two Presi­
had openly challenged each other to • 

&-vear contest with a view to seeing whjch 
!>de of development would prove more effective 

Nkrumah's radical socialism or Houphouet­
emphasis on capitalism as an economic 

more recent days, border troubles in the 
to"g-.Ahala area have been a cause for concero. 

is entirely appropriate. therefore, that Dr. 
first excursion into the African arena 

his accession to the Premiership should be 
visit to the Ivory Coast. Indeed those eye-

1oy" which were dramiiically raised when Dr. 
jetted away to the U.S.A. and Europe 

on his assumption of the Premier­
could be seen being lowered as dramatically 

the announcement of the current visit. 

But what lies behind the diplomatic niceties 
to us by the information media? The 

is that it makes plain economic and human 
that we should have cordial relations with 

Francophone brothers and sisters. Our ethnic 
with them are very close. and cultural pat­
are nearly identical. Our correspondent was 

surprised to have been treated to 
. plantain futu in lackviUe early last year. 

Smuggling is an area demanding close examina-
b} the two countries. Our strategy for 

;anarn,ic development - not to mention our 
for things foreign - bas made it necessary 
prohibitive customs and excise duties to be 

&vi,'" on imported goods. Neither Togo nor the 
Coast shows this tendency. Hence con­

~::er goods are sometimes five times as dear 
~I as in the neighbouring countries. Corres­

expon duties are lighter there. so the 
of our farmers smuggle their agri­

produce over the border, Oearly, we 
the co-opcratioD and understand in! of our 

neighbours if this problem is to be solYed, And 
it is only one of several problems. 

One senses that the affirmations of friendship 
and of common interest have gone beyond what 
protocal requires, and that therefore we can hope 
for the quick solution to our border and other 
problems with the Ivory Coast. Of particular 
importance is the fact that a measure such as 
the recent Aliens' Compliance Order has neither 
been misunderstood nor misconstrued by our 
I vorian brothers and sisters. 

It is our hope that while maintaining accord 
through the Friendship Games and other cultural 
media. we shan be humble enough to want to 
Jearn from the Ivorians the method by which 
they have been able to grow enough food for 
their population. This is the first step to the solu­
tion of our economic problems. If the Ivorians. 
with geographical conditions similar to our own. 
cannot help us in this regard hardly anyone 
else can. 

Ghana and Nigeria 
TALKING ABOUT political fences and intra-African 
interests. recently there has been a bit of a 
storm-in-a-teacup tossing back and forth between 
"Ghaoa" and "Nigeria", that is, as staged by 
sections of the mass media apparatus of the 
two countries. In our humble opinion these were 
wasted efforts. Nigeria Radio first broadcast a 
vitriolic attack on Ghana over the aliens business. 
coupled with our alleged official and unofficial 
support of ex-Biafra. A section of the Nigerian 
press took up the cry (although in fact there had 
been previous attacks, all over), to be followed 
in due course by the self-defence of Ghana and 
a counter attack on Nigeria by a section of the 
Ghana press. It was all done mostly by name 
calling. by cbarging and counter charging. And 
it ended as it had begun. in smoke. 

We ought to be paying close attention to 
matters of substance, to realities, instead. Attacks 
generated in or by the respective national mass 
media may in truth be straws in the wind; now 
and again they may have to be taken up and 
answered back in kind. But more often than 
nOl this amounts to mere chasing after shadows; 
the real diplomatic game is meanwhile being 
played at a vastly higher level - not necessarily 
higher than the press level but certainly than the 
discussion level of a mero surface comment or 
two, consisting mostly of abuse and threat on 
both sides. The realities which Nigerians and 
Ghaoaiaos should mutually be detply concerned 
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with, these days. are far more serious than the 
immediate ill-will created by the aliens exercise. 
serious and regrettable as that was; or than any 
real or imaginary conflict occasioned by Ghana's 
alleged support of Biafra. Where were we of the 
press, for one thing, when those two military 
gJamour-boys and, at the time, contemporary 
heads of state, Brigadier Afrifa and General 
Gowen. were visiting each other and exchanging 
compliments right in the middle of the civil war, 
while their staffs worked on the substantive 
matters of state between their two countries? 
What did they talk about, and at what level? 
Do we know? How then can we take up a 
fight on these issues now. and on such a low 
pitch? 

As far as Ghana should be concerned with 
the realities of Nigeria at any rate, the following 
considerations, it would seem to us, are element­
al. First. cooperation with Nigeria in most fields 
today is essential for Ghana. both for ourselves 
and in aid of the African, if you like the OA.U., 
cause; because. secondly. let's face it, Nigeria 
has come through a baptism of fire which bas 
left her not weaker but. potentially at least, 
immeasurably stronger: politically, militarily and 
economically. Any reckoning in African terms 
today which does not take Nigeria's powerful 
position into top consideration would be plainly 
illusionary and disastrous. Our Ghanaian pride 
in our own potentialities and abilities would be 
strengthened, not diminished, by an all·fronts 
cooperation with our large and powerful neigh. 
bour. And it would yield concrete results. 

An open·minded. open-hearted visit to Lagos, 
Ibadan, Kaduna. their Universities. and even 
some smaller communities in that vast country. 
today, would tend to confirm the impression of 
vitality, potentiality and "take-offability". We of 
the Observer, for our part, have started to look 
as closely as we can into the Nigerian scene. 
For a start we have taken an Observer interview 
each off the Vice-Chancellors of Ife and Lagos 
Universities, which we shall soon release, follow­
ed later by other material. We do not claim that 
we or the Nigerians have all the answers, or 
hold the key to the solution of all of Africa'. 
immense problems. We do not even expect that 
every Ghanaian would agree with our analysis. 
AD we plead for i. patience and tolerance with 

ourselVes, both in A=a and Lagos. The future 

of black Africa is 'till in the balance; more 

cooperation and less conBict are the sreatest 

needs IJMIII us. 

VEIl 

Ghana's Ties with East and 

Central Africa 
ONE of the most successful foreign 
offensives of the Busia administration .baa 
the projected resumption of diplomatic 
between Ghana and Zambia.. which bad 
broken off entirely; and between Ghana and 
East African countries of Uganda and 
which had become (rozen since the 1966 
d'etat. 

Although East and Central African govern­
ments were agitated alike over the military over­
throw of the Nkrumah regime, it was Zambia 
which appeared most vociferous in contempt 
and disrespect for Ghana's military government. 
Zambia's equation of Ghana with Nkrumah was 
pitiable enough, though understandable. The 
transport and communication network between 
Central and Western Africa is so bad that Cen­
tral Africans have had the misfortune of being 
politically and culturally isolated in many respects. 

What most Central Africans knew (and still 
know) about West Africa were personalities. 
rather than ideas and processes. It was no wonder 
that immediately after the coup in Ghana every 
Ghanaian in that part of the world was constantly 
confronted with the tormenting question: Wby 
are Ghanaians so ungrateful? Nkrumah had come 
to be seen as principally an African leader, rather 
than a Ghanaian president. In a sense, therefore. 
Nkrumah's lavish spending on his African image 
'paid off'. 

One is relieved that Mr. Victor Owusu, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, has been able to 
arrange for the eventual strengthening of relations 
with these countries which had been originally 
hostile. Mr. Owusu must have seen, learnt, and 
exploited to Ghana's advantage, the fact that in 
East and Central Africa. even up to now, the 
best way to win friends is not to condemn Nkru­
mah, whose personal standing is apparently stiU 
high there, but rather to inform them about the 
realities of Ghana's political and economic situa­
tion, and the attempts at national reconstruction. 

Nixon and Cambodia 
PREsIDENT Nixon's announcement of the 
involvement of U.S. ground trops in Cambodia 
has shocked many people, including American., 
the world over, After all, bas President NixOD 
not committed himself to, and has he not 1CIUaI­
Iy begun to implemen~ a policy of gradual U.s. 
troop withdrawals from South Viotnam? Has this 
not been sufficient evidence of the sinc<rity dl 
his administratiOD in its declared policy to ... 
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,tiated. rather than a military. settlement of 

Vietnam Wu? 
LIt such reasoning bas failed to reckon with 

imperatives of deep U.S. involvement in 
th East Asian affairs, as also with the nuances 
Nixon's April policy·speech on Vietnam. 
,lever the fire and brimstone may be emitted 
the Fulbrigbts and the American "doves", 
U.S. administration-and none more so than 
beaded by a person of Mr. Nixoo's convic­

s-could afford to go "soft" on the spectre 
ommunisrn. 

gain, it is true that the Nixon administration 
gripped in an agonising besitation about its 
nse to Gen. Lon Nol's personal call for help 
st the two-pronged Viet-Cong-Communist 
t in Cambodia. And yet, in his April policy­
h, President Nixon offered dark hints as to 

t form the response, if the decision was 
tually reached. would take. In that speech 
arply warned Hanoi's leaders of the tremen­
risks they would be running if they so much 
dangered the security of U.S. forces in South 
am "by increased military action in Viet· 

, in Cambodia, or in Laos". In an address 
same week to the American Society of Inter­
nal Law, the Secretary of State, Mr. William 

ers, revealed that u ••• more than 40.(0) 
h Vietnamese and Viet-Cong troops have 
ed and now occupy Cambodia." And tbis, 
id, constituted a violation of the 1954 and 
Geneva accords, which guaranteed the inde­

ence and neutrality of Cambodia. He conti· 
"[f states fail to honour their obUgations 

ations have no recourse but to resort to 
to protect their sovereignty and territorial 
'ty" J . 

early, if these statements had been carefully 
ied, President Nixon's favourable response to 
. Lon Not's appeal would not have come as 
ock to many people. And so with such a res­
e Mr. Nixon has extended the Vietnam war 
mbodia in order, as he explained, to shorten 
war. Its possible extension to Laos cannot 

ruled out. if onJy because the situation there 
t be equally mucky to the Nixon adminis-

owever, it would be naive to conclude that 
U.S. action was wboUy dictated by the offi­
reasons given . For the actioD. it would seem. 
also dictated by the U.S. desire to prop up 

.... ak. non-communist and pro-American ro-
e of conservative Cambodians, who only 

tly overthrew the radical and communist­
ted regime of Prince Sihanouk, And for 

the State Department "neutrality" and "non­
communism", or "anti-communism", are inter­
cbangeable terms. 

The extension of the Vietnam war to Cam­
bodia bas certainly added another dangerous 
twist to U.S. involvement in South-East Asian 
affairs. It can only serve to prolong rather than 
end that war quickly. It also strongly promises 
to add to Mr. Nixon's domestic problems by 
intensifying poUtical protest over the war. Nor 
can the extension fail to galvanize the allies of 
the Indo-Chinese communists into such renewed 
activity as may dangerously upset world peace. 
We can only hope that the Nixon administration 
has not. with this latest decision, reached the 
point of no return in this long drawn-out-war in 
Indo-China. 

Rallies and Demonstrations 
MODERN party poUtical raUies were developed. 
in Ghana, by the United Gold Coast Convention 
after its founding in 1946; they were popularised 
by the Convention Peoples' Party in the years 
following the Greal Schism of June/July 1949. 
It was in the hands of the c.P.P. propaganda 
machine that the party rally became "Super­
Monster". In the process of its "refinement" it 
took on the character of demonstrations precisely 
tooled for specific ends. 

"Solidarity" with various causes, peoples or 
persons; displays of the exact opposite of solida­
rity-with; the expression of appreciation or of 
displeasure; the mounting of campaigns of poli­
tical assassination-these became the order of 
business. Given time, the "Super-Monster" rally 
developed into a political-tribal orgy. in which 
ideological blood was freely and frequently spilled 
to appease the gods of the "Ah-rena" and set 
the stage for the next ritual sacrifice of party 
enemies. By 1964 the rally had become a frenzy 
of whoUy irrational emotions out to kill a1l 
uenemies". known or merely suspected: "He 
who is not for us is against us"! ... 

The leaders of Ghana's political parties today 
ought to watch their step. "Super-Monster" 
rallies are a high poljtical risk. Demonstrations of 
support and party loyalty in which judges, clergy­
men. teachers. and any particular classes are by 
thousands of party foUowers pilloried and assa­
ssinated in effigy and in the intention, for their 
saying or doing things displeasing to the party, 
are a positive danger in our politically new and 
always explosive situation . 

We have seen it all before ; the "telegrams 
and messages of 'loyalty' from all over the 
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the country's universill~. 

o 

Reviling Pan-Africanism 

r:.'~,,";Th~;e:o Lqoo Observer trickles irregularly into 
I so J have only just seen Mr. Obatala's article 

''The Need for Reviving Pan-Arrieanism" (L.O. VO). 
I",d would like to comment, if it not too late. 

His starting point seems to be that the concept of 
"African" should be extended to include not only 

currently native to the &eographicaJ continent of 
but also American Negroes. This is fair 
onc can formulatc any number of definition" 

an "African" which might either include Of exclude. 
Ia,,,,,d;n. to onc's own criteria. such groups as Egypt­

Kenyans of Asian origin and Arrieaners. Howc\-cr. 
!.his basically reasonable prcmi$e he adds the asump­

t ;"n thai all those who fall within his definition Me l,r 
sufficient cultural similarity to be able to act as :l 

I ~,~;~~.;;n:'d this is surely where his argument begins 10 

Firstly. he ignores tile historical truism that for 
many of our human races have been m .1 

of nux and migration. and tilat if tile nislorical 
is lon& enough, tile definition of a member 

almost any group of people ma)" be 'lmbiguous_ 
Secondly he Ignores. to the detriment of his arlumenl. 

fact thal the peoples of "ieographica l" Africa 
now widely di\erse socially, physically and lin~uis­

I whether or not they were more homogeneous 
ago-diverse both when one .:onsiders the 

continent and when one looks Within the artiti-
1".,1 national boundaries. 

He oversimplifies in other ways too. HIS concept of 
sharing with African countries of the skills of Afro· 

,~;;~' ;;,~::' is a cenerous one, but is there really such a 
cut distinction between this and what he terms 

the degrading "charity of the white western world"" 
1".'000 he claims that Africans "at home and abroad" 

facinl "the common enemies of poverty. bad .. -

Ir~~'~.~~: and economic exploitaion .. •. But here too. I 
one has to insiSI that it i~ not ~ simple: tile 

pn\'erty of, say. a northern Ghanaian farmer and an 

I ~;;~:~~·,~:,": urban Afro-American may have similar 
JI on their way of life, but the causes and po"i. 

solutions of their problems are quite unrelated 

la~tly, I thmk the final section of Mr. Obatala's .uti­
is TlIther deprcssing-I mean his attempt to dictate 
African histonans and artists what theme they 

choo5e. This is a major topic which cannot be 
into deeply here. but he should realise that the 

..... hatC\-·er his medium. writes, paints or can-'es 
c(lncerns him. and if. \ay, a Ghanaian play-

(hoosts to write: about som~ conflict in local 
i and not ab ..... ut a "Pan·African" theme (if such 

thing can e"(iJt). this has no dlred relation to the 
and value of th~ work he ultimately produces. 

should a sla\'er of Europeans be a ,ruter. or a 
. cultuflll hero than a layer of Africans? 

I hope I ha\'e not liven the impression of being 
of sympathy ""ith Mr. Ohatala's hope of sreater 

co-npc1'1tion and undentandin~: any I\cti-

I ~::~':h~w~h~e~;th:,<:';~;~nf~io~,nna, or under the auspicious of a for-which leads towards this is surely 
But it docs seem a pity that he should ba~ 

SOlidarity. 
o 

his ideas on a mythical racial 
P.O. 80][ 32 
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Play Review 
'OKONGI'S HARVEST"' 

By K E. Senanu 
WHEN. J reviewed the George Wilson/Bertie Opoku 
productIOn of Wale Soyinka's The Lion and the JefteJ 
nearly three years ago, I complained of th.:: lack of 
pu~poseful training for those who might lay the (oun­
d.atlons of a virile popular tileatre in Ghana. At tile 
rISk of S?unding pedantic, I should like to say that tile 
recent Wllson/Opoku production of Kongl', Hanest con­
finns some of the fears I expressed in 1967 and makrs 
~ore urgent the need for action ;it governmental level. 
In order to rescue the parlous situation Messrs Wilson 
and Opoku ha\'e had tv contend with in the production 
of Kongi'. Han Cfit., 

On two nights when I saw tile production, Mr. Wil­
son stepped out, after the final curtain, to make a heart. 
rending appeal for financial support. One gathers that 
fhe institutionalized help which should come from the 
Arts Council is either denied or simply not available 
to talent such ~s "':'ilson's. It is a matter of great regret 
that such a SItuatIOn lIhoulod be allowed to mar tile 
work of o~e ~ dedicated as Wilson is to making tile 
theatre thrive In Ghana. To my mind to make a sue. 
cess of a playas difficult as Kongi's Hanest. Wilson 
needed to be spared the worry over production cost. 

A Sign of Stnsitivfly 

For the decisi.on to produce Koogi'. Hanest IS. by 
It~lf, an indicatIOn of Wilson's continuous growtil as a 
director, as well as a sign of his sensitivity to the in 
ter~'t of .his audience. Kongi's Hanett, as many of the 
reviews In the daily pre" have pointed out. mirror'! 
some of the appalling events which were well known in 
this country before the February Revolution_ And na. 
turally this should interest a Ghanaian aUdience.' But 
o~e mu.'it add that Wole Soyinka's play is not merely 'I 

r~clure of Nkrumah's grotesque attempts to exploit tn­
dillonal uses to prop himself up oJ5 a messianic leader 
A~d t~ere.rore muc~ as one sympathises with George 
Wilson s interpretation of the play. which identifies 
Kongi almost entirely with Nkrumah. one is disturbed 
by the fact that this identification has prevented Wilson 
f((lm giving the necessary emphasis to other aspects of 
the play_ 

For example. to allow th~ Carpenters' Brigade th~ 
degree of good feeling they enjoyed in the production 
when preparing the stage for Kongi's arrival at the 
han-·cst scene (while reminiscent (If tile enthusiasm of 
the Builders' Brigade on such occasions in Nkrumah's 
day) is to destroy any suggestion of nervousnen on 
the pan of Kongi's supporters, and to eliminate the 
hinu of an assanlnation attempt in the offing. BUI the 
text requires that this sugestion should be there. to 
make credible Oaodu's and Segi's abortive auempl 

Tn splte of such lapses. which result from seeing 
Konal as Nkrumah's image, one ought to concede that 
a great deal of the vitality of th~ production derives 
from this Implicit Identification of the situation 

• The produclioo "u put 

iD Attr3 rrom 'th 10 18th 
.\pril to be Ma,. 

00 al the D"lIn3 Studio 
",pril, and fcom 28tb 

\ 
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