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says, "I am keeping the school together as well as I can, until 
you send further help: surely others will be found to occupy 
the places of those who are gone. There is indeed a large har­
vest of souls waiting to be gathered in here j but every thing 
outwardly seems opposed to its accomplishment: nevertheless, 
I will not despair, I will yet hope to see better days in Cape­
Coast." Mter requesting a quantity of elementary and other 
books for the schools, which were much wanted, aud speaking 
of several openings which presented themselves where they 
might establish others, but that he could" not stir for want of 
books," he once more renews his application for help, as follows: 
" I have also again to urge the immediate rc-infol'cement of the 
mission: what is one single individual among so many? I hope, 
notwithstanding the sad news which these sheets will comm uni­
cate, that others will be found to fill up the ranks, and, in the 
spirit of one now slumbering alongside Harriet Newell, in the 
Isle of France,-Sargent,- ' come to this hell, if it be even to die 
here.''' In due course others we?'e found, who freely and 
nobly offered themselves to be "baptized for the dead " in this 
part of the world. 

But we must leave Mr. V\Trigley for the present, and 
proceed to Sierra-Leone, there also to record three deaths, 
which took place during the three succeeding months. These 
were Messrs. 1Vlael', Crosby, and P atterson, who all died of the 
yellow fever which was just then raging in the colony, and 
which soon extended along a considerable line of the coast, 
carrying off a great number of Europeans at most of the 
settlements. But as we sliall have occasion to speak of this 
again ere long, we proceed to our melancholy task of giving 
biographical sketches of those missionaries who had already 
fallen. 

EDWARD MAER, who arrived at Sierra-Leone in the latter 
part of 1832, and who had therefore been ill Africa upwards of 
four years, was a zealous, devoted, and successful missionary. 
He was appointed to this station at his own special request. 
The origin and manner of his offer is interesting. A respected 
brother minister, now in England, but who has spent several 
years in the mission work, has kindly furnished me with the 
following particulars on this subject. He says, (( I wish I coulel 
depict to you the spirit evinced; as well as give you correctly the 
language employed, by Edward MaeI', when he offered himself 
for Western Africa. It was in October, 1831, that we stood s]{le 
by side for examination before the Missionary Committee. We 
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bad becn associated togetber for a few days previously. I 
admired the man. In my view, be was just wbat a missionary 
ought to be. When asked, in the course of examination, whe­
ther he had a preference for any particular part of the world, 
he replied, with deep feeling, and in a spirit of moral heroism, 
that Western Africa was laid upon his heart. He had been 
rcarling some recent communications from the Church mission­
anes in that part; they were mourning the loss of bretbren 
l' hom that deadly clime had swept away, and whose places had 
not only remained vacant, but were likely to remain so, no can­
didates offering for that hazardous post . The surviving bre­
thren strongly appealed as to whether 'vYestern Africa were not 
ill('lnded in the Saviour's commission, and whether none were 
\\ illing to hazard their lives there in obedience to that commis­
sion. Maer felt the full force of that appeal, and not only 
rillingly offered, but urged that he might be appointed to that 

splwre of labour. He was appointed accordingly." From 
c.tl'acts of letters from MI'. Maer, already before the reader in 
this 1Olume, it will be seen that his missionary zeal did not flag 
when he reached the warm shores of "Western Africa, but that 
he laboured on, year after year, and was rendered eminently 
useful iu the extension and consolidation of that important mis­
SIOII!. Having made arrangements to visit his native country, 
lith the full intention of returning to Africa at an early opportu-

lJlt , hI' embarked for that purpose on Good-Friday, :March 
;! 1tl1. 'rhe estimation in which he was held was indicated by 
til<' fact, that a great number of the natives accompanied him to 
the ,hip and tool, lemc of him with many tears. On the day 
:t11l'1' his embarkation he complained of being indisposed, yet 
'!'''I.,' 0[' preaching to the crew on the following day. But his 
idwl1l'" "Tn.: at an end: the disease proceeded with such rapid­
,t, that IH' exchanged mortality for life carlyon the Monday 
\llOI"llIIl;'. March 27th, 1837, in the thirtY-fourth year of his 
a;!,\', :l1l,1 the firt.h of his ministry. He was 'buried at'sea. 

£1£".1 \)!1N CIW"JlY was a man of more than ordinary piety 
H1 ']e\-otcul1C'ss to God. He was born at Beckingham, in the 
l II flrk ('il'(,lIit, in thc ycar 1807 j and lived for some time 

dnl'ln~ hi~ youth in thc cmploy of the latc Daniel "Webb, Esq., 
(t th~ same placc. 'Vhcn about twcnty-t1YO ycars of age, he 
\ as nwa]'cned to a sense of his lost cOllClitiOll a - a sinner, uuder 
tb~ miuistry of the late ltC1' .. Tohn Smith, at 13assmgham, and, 
8('0,1 aftcr, at a prayer-meeting, found peace with God. Ile 

n ,I uS rCIllOlcd to Anbo!'l1c, in the Lincoln CIl'('U;t. "here 
2 E 2 
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lie began to prellch; and having acted for some time as a local 
preacher, with great zeal and success, constrained by the love 
of . Christ and a yeal'lling pity for souls, he offered himself for 
the work of the ministry in H eathen lands. « At the quarterly. 
~eeting which recommended him, he was spoken of as a most 
diligent and conscientious farm-servant, as a man mighty in 
prayer, and as full of zeal for the glory of God and the salvation 
of souls." About this time he was received as an inmate in the 
family of Mr. Thomas Bainbridge, of Lincoln, who has kindly 
furnished t Ile writer with the following interesting particulars. 
Ml'. Bainbridge says, « While under my roof, he anxiously 
improved himself in wTiting, arithmetic, and English. He hacl 
received little early instrnction, and was very desirous to supply 
this deficiency, especially in regard to his knowledge of the 
vernacular language. His experience of the things of God was 
deep and clear. H is practice was to rise for prayer abont 
midnight: at these times he often had seasons of special mani. 
festation, and overwhelmings of Divine power. H e walked 
closely with God, enjoying rich and holy communion. His 
inward devotion sustained his energy in public. Whether 
praying or preaching, he poured forth the fulness of 1I soul 
inflamed with Divine love. His preaching was generally 
attended with manifest good. Like his friend, John Hunt, he 
had drunk deeply into the spirit of the late John Smith. His 
appeals to the consciences of sinners were like thunder, while 
with tenderness and pathos he directed the penitent to the 
cross, holding forth the freeness and snfficiency of Christ to 
save all that believe. In my then large establishment, I felt it 
a privilege to have a man of so much piety, prayer, and con­
sistency under my roof. The tone of his piety was felt by all, 
yet he was beloved by all." 

Having remained with Mr. Bainbridge about three months, 
who had previously « known him as a most devoted and upright 
Christian, and a zealous and useful local preacher," he was 
called out as a supply in the Horncastle circuit, where he 
remained until he was sent for by the Missionary Committee, 
and then proceeded to Sierm-Leone. We have, in the preceding 
chapter, more than once referred to the labours of Mr. Crosby 
in that colony: further communications from him while there 
may be found in the eighth volume of the" Missionary Notices," 
pages 168, 257, 462. All the energies of his body and mind \fcrc 
thrown into the great work of saving souls from sin and deat~l. 
His spirit was stirred within him when he saw the people 111 

. various parts of the colony wholly given up to idolatry. The 
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fervour of his zeal was manifest in the excessive labours which 
l,e undertook, by frequent travelling and preaching, and visit­
ing from house to house. In one of the last communications 
which he addressed to the committee, a short time previous 
to his death, he gave some extracts from his journal, that 
they might" learn how he spent his time, and also see the 
necessity of seuding men to this colony that both can and 
will labour for the salvation of immortal souls; men who 
will ' scorn their feeble flesh to spare,' and not even count their 
lives dear unto them for the name of Jesus." In this spirit 
,\I r Crosby lived and laboured; nor could any persuasion 
lIlJuce him to relax his successful efforts for the salvation of 
thosc around him, whiht any physical strength remained. On 
",Vedllesday, April 19th, he attended to his ordinary duties, and 
preached in the evening with his usual energy; but before 
llJOrnlllg he was seized with the prevailing epidemic, which 
lJnfficd the skill of the physician, and which rendered him almost 
illcapable of conversation. To the question, however, "Have 
: Oll a bright prospect beyond the grave?" be distinctly, a:nd 
\\ Ilh emphasis, replicd, "I have." He died in peace on the 
:! tth of April, 1837, in the twenty-ninth year of his age, and 
t],e third of his missionary labours, deeply lamented by bis 
brethrcn, aad maDY scores to wbom his ministry had proved 
, tlj() ,aI'OUl' of life unto life." 

J.',\J E~ PATTEltSON, the third missionary who fell a victim to 
the yellow fever on tl,is station, during this unusually unhealthy 
,,·:tWII, \las brought to a saving knowledge of the truth at 
L) Utl, III Norfolk, in the eighteenth year of his age; and from 
tl,,,t IIlT!f)cl felt an ardent desire to make known the blessings 
..[ ",hatJflll to the benightcd Heathen. After labouring as a 
'" ,d lil'I'm~hcr in the Lynn and Great Queen-street circuits for 

1\1'1'11 1 ) Gal'S, he was appointed by the Missionary Committee 
111 It):;!; to Hierra-Lcone. He, together with Mrs. Patterson, 
s"d",j f;l\' lhat placc on the 6th of September, on board the 
, "ll1Wlll amI \.lfrccl," and, after a pleasant voyage of five 

,I 'uHI tllo dn~", arriycd at their destination in good health . 
I !'[ thl'.l· 1\cre not permitted long to labour in this interesting 
1111 of till' mission field. :.\Irs, Patterson escaped the malignant 
1,--" \I luclt hroj,e out SOOI1 after their arnval ; but not so her 

.I" ,. hushaucl. Mr.l'attt'1'soU on thc 14th day of May follow­
I' ~ ",IS sri;,,('(1 with it, and at 'the end of a we~k he sa~k under 

!curable Ylolence. During his short illness, his mind was 
it III }'( ikd peace, "" hen lw had lost the pOlrer of speech, 
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he was asked to raise his hand if he experienced a foretaste of 
fu ture glory j immediately he lifted up his hands, and, without 
11. struggle or a groan, fell asleep in J esus, on the 21st of May, 
1837, in the twenty-fifth year of his age, and after a residence 
in the colony of little more than seven months. Soon after 
this, Mrs. Patterson returned to England . 

An account of these affiictive and sad scenes of mortality 
arrived in England in rapid succession j and they were 
announced in the "Missionary Notices" for August, under the 
head of " Death of Missionaries in Western Mrica." After 
speakin g of each missionary separately, in suitable terms, and 
with the deepest sorrow regretting their loss, the article closes 
as follows ;-

These afllictive events are painfully trying to the faith and hope of the church; 
but they are not to be regarded as forbidding further attempts for the conversion 
of the inhabitants of that fatal clime. Many hundreds of immortal SOlUS hare 
beeu brought to a knowledge of salvation, and to the enjoyment of eternal life, by 
means of the missions in 'which these and other precious lives have been sacrificed j 
a result which Christian faith discovers to be worth all the risk and loss; and eml 
had the success been less evident, while the apostolic spirit remains in the church. 
men "rill be raised up who 'will H count not tbeir lives dear to themselves/' "tbat 
they may preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable ricbes of Christ." llut 
whilst we give expression to these sentiments, which are drawn from us by the 
afflictive events now recorded, we most earnestly call on all the friends of missions 
- on the whole church-to nnite with us in earnest prayer to Him, in whose hands 
are life and death, to throw the shield of his pro ection around our missionaries, 
and. to spare and long continue their useful lives. Nor "ill they forget to implore 
consolation and support for the sun riving missionaries in V\'estern Africa, and for 
the immediate cODuexions of our lamented friends ill this country, from amoHg 
whom they went out; and to pray that the bereaved churches at Sierra·Lconc, 
alld at Cape-Coast, may be kept and edified, and ultimately provided with pastors 
equal in zeal and love to those .whose loss we now deplore. 

' Vhen this excellent and very appropriate paragraph was 
penned, neither the committee nor the general secretaries had 
heard of the last death we have narrated, nor of one or two 
others that took place shortly afterwards, and which it will be 
Oul" painful duty to place upon J'ecord. But it will be a relief 
to the J'eader, and undoubtedly one to the writer, too, if he will 
accompany me to Macarthy's Island, during a short interval, 
from these mournful stories. 

It may be recollected, that we closed the last chapter at 
Macarthy's Island, on the first day of the new ye:w, ",here the 
writel' thcn was. 'The (( rum ours of war" then mentioned SOOI1 

broke out iuto a serics of plunrleriug expeditions, the chief 
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object bcing to obtain slaves. A brief account of those disturb­
ances, which took place at this time and subsequently, in tbe 
immediate neigbbourhood of Macarthy's I sland, we have given 
in the sixth chapter of this work, while describing the crying 
cvils of the Slave-Trade. The writer was an eye-witness to 
somc of the desolations perpetrated by these maranding bandits. 
In thc first of those communications, dated March 13th, 1837, 
the reader 11 ill find, that in his visit to J amalli, on the north 
sille of the river, he beheld the ruins of two towns that bad 
hcen Jestroyed, whilst from a third the inhabitants had all fled, 
and not a soul was to be seen. This was on the 25th of 
J nuuary j and the fonowing fact connected with that visit will 
illustrate the goodness and providence of God, and also exhibit 
III a striking light the constant alarm and dread in which th E. 
inlwbitauts on this continen t are kept, by the frequency of 
these plundering expeditions ;-

llerc J cannot but record the goodness of God in presening me and my 
.ls;H.nt, ,Iohn Cupidon, from sudden death, On the way to these places, we met 
SCH'I rd F'olllahs, who werc gathering in the produce of the last rains, and carrying it 
til 'Incarthy's Island for safety; but on seeing or hearing our horses, they imme­
fliutcly ran into the hush, and hid themselves, supposing we were the war people 
('t)lrIln~ UpOll them again. Finding this to be the case several times, Gnpidon and 
the l!l~t Voulah man 'rhom we met, and who, on seeing us, knew us, were both of 
1 iniun that it was dangerous to proceed, as there were only a few people collecting~ 

ill tiu' harY(-'~I, and if they saw us or our horses, would probably shoot us before 
t I , CUIU! I ]\.llOW, or we could tell them, who we were. Cupidon had stated this to 
II! hj fore, so thut I now judged it prudent to ask the Foulah to accompany us, 
Ih,lt \dlCn his to'\Hl'S~pcople saw bim with us, they might have no cause to fear. 
rite Illall "rry readily returned with us; and we proceeded very cautiously till we 
r ,,'I\I'd Ill£' town, wlien, after looking about a little, we sat down under a he'ntang, 

II r., 10 1 jll:-.t hchiud 11" w~re three or four Fou lahs, in the corn and cotton field, 
"ho \'j'lllg our hor~es, and supposing we were come for more plunder, one of 
lit 11 \ ,IS )I/\'t ilt lite oct of aimiug at either me or Cl'pidon with his gun,. 
lu 1 II I ~HPpOSr. it was at me, ao;:; I was nearest to him, and with my back that way. 

It till .. I'li is, he he~rd the man WI10 had kindly accompanied u:; ,~eaking, and, 
).111) ling hi~ ,oice,* withdrew his aim, and called out, Jumali he je? 'I \"no is 

I r' Tht man immr.diately frplietl, Tobabafodey bej(ll/!J: II The white minister 
1 111ft ,'(I Tll1llltl and saw these Foulah::; corning from behind a large taba­

• liul Illany ) :lni. from 11" ; anei one of them 'was thC:l ill the act of pIil1l.ing his 
'lill \\";1, a narnm tscape; ami \dth gratitude to the Father of all my 

I felt 'I:.:: fall ;:,)fCl' 01 that precious {ext, appli('ahle to all God's children, 
I" 11 'lib iuldre:-.seli origi nally to missionaries, II Hut even the very bair:; of 
h ... 1 Ill';I1i llumhcrc.;t1." (Luke xli. 7.) 

III ' l'n't'd_ of the late rains had, howe,er, now subsided, and 
t!\I, W't~ \\ hat is called the best part of the dry season; and the 

L il. tl hold of nl) POll)'~ hridlc, an(l this man was £'"1\ ing it a part of a water­
, Ill' \\a:-, ::,tnop ng, the hol':)c prevented 111m froll.! bcwg seen. 
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author, being once more in the possession of health, endeavoured 
to show his gratitude to God for that precious boon, by devoting 
the ]:Jest energi.es of his body and soul to his glorious cause. 
The peculiarity of tbe Foulah mission, having more of temporal 
and secular matters connected with it than our missions in 
general, demanded, in fact, more strength than he could exert. 
For, in addition to t be ministerial office which he sustained at 
Macartby's Island, with frequent preaching, pastoral duties, 
marrying, baptizing, visiting the sick and dying, and burying 
the dead, (there being no other missionary or chaplain on the 
island,) be had to direct and superintend a number of mecha­
nics, being architect and builder too; besides which, he had, on 
the six hundred acres of land, fifty, sixty, and sometimes 
seventy, day-labourers, and at one time a hundred and three, 
preparing it for cultiva tion, with abont as many head of cattle: 
he was also frequently called to settle disputes between the 
natives, and had to act as an arbitrator, or a kind of magistrate; 
and no small time was occupied in dispensing medicine to per­
sons who applied for it, either for themselves or for their 
friends. He had, likewise, frequ ent and long conversations 
with many of the F oulahs who paid a temporary visit to the 
island, upon tbe subject of their locating themselves 0 11 the 
mission-ground; and he made several visit s to the main-land, 
both on tbe north and south sides of tbe river, having inter­
views with the native kings, and other leading men, and espe­
cially with the (( wanderin g Foulahs," with the same object in 
view. H e also took t wo or three journeys into the interior. 
Early in this year be proceeded to Madina, the capital of 
vVoolli; and the following yel).!" he went as far as Boollibany, 
the royal residence of the almamy oJ Bondou. In this way his 
tim e was occupied for several years, with not unfrequent inter­
ruptions from sickness, and occasional and necessary visits 
which he paid to St. Mary's, on the death of his brethrell, or on 
other matters of important business. 

From this brief abstract it will be seen, that, in addition to 
the combination of offices which be sustained, he was a kind of 
ambassador-general to most of the petty chiefs and kings for 
some hundreds of miles, east, west, north, and south of Macar­
thy's I sland. But wherever he went, he did not forget the first 
and great object of his mission,-" man ruined by the fall, and 
his redemption by Christ;" and endeavoured, as much as W 

him lay, to "preach the gospel to every creature." 
His unpublished journal, letters, and other documents, would 

furnish some interestin g particulars, on most of the wl1jccts 
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alluded to; but he finds this volume has already reached a 
size beyond which he did not anticipate it would extend; and 
he must therefore for the future greatly abrioge, or entirely pass 
over, many parts of his own personal narrative, and confine 
himself to a few prominent features of the mission. Some 
account, however, of his journey to Bondou will probably be 
givcn in its proper place. 

l'~arly in the month of June, 1837, he accompanied John 
Cnpidon to St. Mary's, to attend the sessions, in order to obtain 
at least restitution for mission-property, so wantonly destroyed 
up •• arrls of twelve months ago; but the defendant being absent 
from the colony, nothing was done for us at that time. One of 
the soldiers from Macarthy's Island was at this period found 
guilty of murder, and was condemned to be hanged. This 
belUg the first case of the kind since the formation of the settle­
mont, it occasioned considerable excitement in the colony, espe­
cially among the natives. Some of our pious members visited 
the condemned criminal in the jail, as did Mr. Wilkinson and 
myself. For some time he appeared quite unconcerned at his 
a'lfnl situation, but at length saw and felt it most deeply, and 
can1cstly requested us to repeat our visits. On Sunday morn­
lng, the 18th, before going to Barra, I saw him, and in the 
~ft.'rnoon preached in the jail-yard, to all the prisoners, and a 
'1]'ve congregation of natives, the sheriff and several other 
Ll1I'OpenllR being present. My text was Romans vi. 23: "The 
1\ ,1:;C8 of sm is death." After describing the nature of sin, with 
'Ollie of its effects, I more particularly referred to the unhappy 
'ilan whu was aLout to suffer temporal death for the heinous 
ill of murder; which sentence, awful as it was, was just and 

'"1, "lcnt, both with the laws of God and man: but this was 
lInt all j <leath eternal, or everlasting misery, will be the portion 
01 (I "ry unpal'doneJ sinner. rrhe unhappy culprit was beyond 
,I" l'c;\I,h of human forgiveness; the sentence passed upon his 
hody conlc1 not be reversed: he must die, and that in a few 
1,0111". \ftcr rh\'clling upon the awfulness of hIS situation, I 
, hT('ll to the latter part of the text: "The gift of God is eter-

,I HI' through Jesus Christ our Lord," '1'he poor condemned 
I, I, ~illlation, ano tue position which he occupied during the 

""t], \Torc peculiar; for he was inside the jail, looking at, 
",r] h knlllg; to, the preacher from a I\-indow of iron bars, 
\ Ilich \I as aLont t\ych-c feet from tIle grouuel, and, being very 
, '(I', he forcibly l'cmilldec1 me of the dying thief upon the C1'O'S. 

1111 ,,('rI~ the c1use, tlll'lIillg to this" othcl' malefactor," I offered 
lol\ 1 III tile llHllH: of ,Te'lIs, the" gift of God,"-a free aud 
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full pardon here, with "eternal life" hereafter. It was an 
affectiug time. During the service that awfully solemn hymn 
was sung: -

"Tmrible thougbt! shall I alone, 
Who may he saved, shall I, 

Of all, alas! whom I h .. 'e known, 
Trn:ough sin for ever die ?" 

I felt considerable . liberty in warning the multitude, and in 
exhorting the poor sinner to look to Calvary, and, during 
the last prayer, he shouted out, "Glory to God! Glory to 
God !" 

In the evening, after preaching at the chapel; I went again to 
the jail, and also the next morning at break of day; when I 
found the prisoner had been on his knees most of the night, hut 
was from the preceding afternoon quite resigned to die. A few 
minutes before eight o'clock Mr. Wilkinson and myself accom­
panied him to the scaffold, and there again prayed with and for 
him. The military, militia, and many of the inhabitants had 
assembled in front of the jail. It was an awful scene: in a few 
minutes the drop fell, and a deathless spirit was launched into 
eternity. vVe had hope, however, in his death j and on return­
ing to the mission-house, that passage was the suhject of medi­
tation, "vVhel'efore He is able also to save them to the utter. 
mo~t that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to 
make intercession for them." (Heb. vii. 25 .) 

A few days after this, the author returned to his station, and 
the follo wing letters, besides some account of the mission, will 
give the reader an idea of the epidemic before alluded to, which 
had just then reached as far north as the Gambia. '1'hey 
appeared in the" Missionary Notices" towards the close of the 
year, with a short preface, as usual :-

MISSIONS IN WESTERN AFRICA. 

T HE following letters from Western Africa will can forth the SJ"upathy and 
prayers of our readers, on behalf of those who have been called to labour in the 
work and cause of Christ amidst sun-ouuding pest.ilence and death. vVe regret to 
add that tbere is too much reason to believe that the excellent writer of the secouel 
of these letters, the Rev. H . ,"Vilkillson, has fallen a victim to the prevailing 

epidemic. The details of this sad bereavement have not yet reached us, but may 
]Jossibly arrive in time for our Postscript. 

MACARTHY'S ISLAN D.-Extract qf a Letter from the Rev. William FOJ', 
dated Aug" .• t 10th and 15th, 1837. 

T WROTE to you last from St. l\!Iary's, on the 24th of June, and, amongst oIlier 

s ubjects , gave you some account of tIle serious sickness with ''rhich we werc threllt-
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cneel. Dr, Tebbs died a few days after the above-mentioned date, and I believe 
two or three more European sailors from the 1/ Curlew " have died since; but I am 

haJlPY to say that the malignant epidemic bas cOllsiderably, if not altogetber , sub ­
sided, at least, for the present. I . ay for t he present, hecause it is generally 
,,,pposed that it will, in a sbort time, and in a still worse type, be conveyed to the 
Cambia hy or through the atmosphere. This is inferred from the fact that an 
epidemic somewhat similtlT has broken out on the coast about once in six or seyen 
years for many years past j and on those occasions, both at Sierra-Leon e, the 
(Tllmhia, Goree, and other places, the mortality amongst Europeans has been yery 
great. From Sierra-Leone we have had no direct comm unication for some time. 
A ve"cI left tbere about the 30th of June, bonnd for England, which was wrecked 
somrw here about Calle Roxo; and I understand some of the sailors bave reached 
• c. ,\1 nr)"., who state that t be mortality there is still very great, so much so, tbat 
ill Free-Town tbere is scarcely a wbite person to be seen. This statement may be 
:o.OllJcwhat exaggerated; but that it has been, and still is, very serious there, there 
tan be but liLtle doubt. However, it may take a different course to that of nOlih, 
01, 1>, the breath of Omnipotence, may be blown into nonentity; but at present 
tbi i. only known to lIim to wbom all contingencies are perfectly familiar, and 
"hI), we know, I' is too wise to err, and too good to be unkind." 

Our eloctor IJcre has gone out in the II Curlew" man-of-war, (which lost its 
doctor, two or tbree otber officers, and ruany of its crew,) till they meet with the 
RfhTJiraI. or by some means ol)tain a surgeon j so that we are at present, and shall 
prollably llc so fo r some montbs yet, without medical aid on this island, A medi­
I'al g(,lltlemlln from a man-oi-war, which happened to be at St. Mary's, from the 
II' ("t I netics, is acting as colonial doctor there, and "ill probably be appointed. 

I Illl\e recently bccn ill for a few days with rather a smart bilious fever; but am 
10\\ than I; thc Lord, in the possession of good bealth . 

I ltavp nothing llarticular to report in reference to the cause of God here. 
111111 lbat J could see bettcr days. I have some good seasolls in "preaching 

\ II ist to the people j" our Sunday-morning congregations are generally very good; 
.Iud 0'1 0 her occnsions 1 am sometimes led to sing,-

II The little cloud increases still , 
'The hea,'ens are big with rain." 

It \, t' have srnrc('lyas yet obtained the H rill," much less the II stream," or the 
(<lllI"lll1> rday the hlesscd God undertake his own cause, and, in titis distant 

If 1 he IIlflral \' ildcrne!ts, send us prosperity! 

11, l·I11.1I't~l·m('nt ana improvement of the mission-house and premises are at 
I 11 til IIr1l:o;lwel; ,mel hrartily ilIad I am, I can assure you. Besiues these, and the 

I t lila rll1lPI'l at rattotn, I hu\e built for John Cupidon a respectable native 
hOI -t'. ('Illili ~H\lI\-; to thr nds:siou-housc, which, \yilh the expenses of the mission-

l lIud" a'ul nrar nile hundred head of raitlc, will account fo r the hea\y amount for 
\ It I , I lIa,\ ,lrawH On the trca~urers of Jate. I have now emplo)"cu, on the six 

III ilr II :1.1':·1''1. ubuul ~cH>:nty people, on th0 he t parts of "bich they are grO\dng 

I "'m, and ~ron ntl-nllt'<\, also a small portion of Indian corn, millet, indigo, and 
1\ promise \"lo ry well, t"(cepHng the rice. wl11ch I fear i~ the fault of the 

t h r,Lin:>. an' now regularly set in. I ha,re, however, ohtained ~omc fre~h, 
I lOP tn ohtain a moderate quantity of this u::it.:fnl article of diet. On tlle 

po,tion of tIll' lllis::.ion-~rollu rl there i:s a ~ort of creek or lake, \\ hic.:h, dnrin~ 
1"1' ,and lor :Stlllll' tillw aft erw ards. 1S quite unforthhle. I am thcreiorc build· 

uh tanti~ 1 "ooll\'u hri\lge aero~s thb, in a parallel 'Hth a lIned or ~traigh t 
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road, which I have already made thus -far. This bridge, being about two hundred 
feet long, will cost a few dollars, or rather a few IJOlmds ;. but it is essential and 
absolutely necessary; and I have no doubt, when fini shed, will last man y years. A 
sketc1, of the mission-house and premises, with the particulars of wbat has been done, 
I will forward you at the close of the year, if spared. I may, however, by this 
opportunity just observe, that the bouse is now substantial, comfortable, capacious, 
and considerably adds to tbe respectability of the place; and that, since the rains 
commenced, I have been rearing young fruit-trees, and transplanting others of differeut 
kinds from the island and main-land, which will give to the premises a rural aspect, 
and, in the course of a few years, make the house and yard much cooler. 

A chapel will, doubtless, be wanted ere long; indeed, it would be much more 
comfortable if we had one now. On onr present premises there is just room 
enough; but as the lot adjoining the south-east eud of our premises is offered for 
sale, I would strongly recommend its being purchased, as probably another oppor­
tunity of this kind may not occur for many years, if e\Ter, as the front lots, in parti­
cular, are becoming valuable, and several of the merchants are building substantial 
stOlle houses. Two hunib'ed dollars are asked for this lot, with a large native 

house, or rat·her store, of cane and grass, which is worth seventy or eighty dol1ars. 
If you approve of this lot being purchased, [ possibly may exchange it for the one 
on the opposite end of the mission premises, which is a corner lot, and "hich 
would answer still better for a chapel ; but the possibility is, that the lot in ques. 
t ion may be sold before I can hear from you, and in that case what am I to do? 
If I find it is likely to get into other hands, I sball probably venture to purchase 
it j and if you do not apptOve of it, I must try to sell it again. I have l'l'ally 
expended so much money on t his station, that I have not unfrequently been very 
uneasy, lest you should disapprove of any thing I may have done for the heuefit 
an d future welfare of this mission. The repairs and builcongs are now all finished j 

but, as mentioned before, I am still proceeding with the mission-ground, which, of 
course, is not a li ttle expensive. In all that I have dOlle, I have been as economical 
as possible. 

P.S. August lot h .-So un certain is health in this clime, that though on the 
10th inst. 1 was well, yet a few hours after I had written the above, I was attacked 
with fever, which continued, more or less, for three days. Yesterday I was better, 
and to-day I am, t.hank God, better still; and I hope, in anot.her day or two, agail! 
to be'in the possession of tbe invaluable blessing of good bealth. 

On the 11th iust., I received letters from St. Mary's, and am son)' to say, that 
either the epidemical disease, or black vomit, had not so totally ~ubsided as 1 had 
been led to expect, or that i t has broken out afresh. Several of the natives hal'e 
died of it, and two or three more European residents, one of whom is Mrs. Grant, 
who came out with me upwards of twenty mouths ago; so that our estecmerl 
friend, 1V1"r. C. Grant, is left a 'widower with a motherless babe at St. Mary'S, and 
several other children in England. I need scarce say, that your missionaries ill 
\ 'Vestern Africa need a special interest in your prayers. If we fall l it will be in the 
fi eld, vdth the harness on, facing the enemy; for ,ve shall never ruu away from our 
post till Providence opens the door. 

E3Jt1'aCt oj a Letter jrom the Rev. Hen,'Y Wilkinson, daled St. ilfary's, Gambia, 

,blg!!st 18th, 1837. 

NOT WITH STANDING that I wrote you a few lines on the 7th inst, I embrace 
another (unexpected) opport.unity of addressing you again. 

I am t.nilr sony t.o staLe, that the epidemic is still making serious ravages on 
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this island. Sickness and death are marching around us in their ghastly forms . 
Such is the nature of the disease, that it baffles the power of medicine and medical 
shill. Nearly the whole of the persons that have been arrested by it have fallen 
victims. Such a season as this has not been experienced for many years in this 
part of Africa. 

In reference to my dear wife and myself, I am truly thankful to God, that we 
have hitherto been preserved from the pestilence, and that we arc at present in 
tolemhle health, and able to attend to most of Ollr important duties: indeed, Mrs. 
\Vilkinson is, upon the whole, mnch better than I ever ex.pected to see her again in 
Afrif'a. \Vith care, and our heavenly Father's blessing, I hope we shall be pre­
!:ll.!rvcd to lahour a little longer amongst these sable tribes . 

. As it regards the work of Goel 'With us, our congregations continue very good, 
anrl tho society and sobools are in a good state. I do not mean to say tbat we 
have no iliscouragements j for it often hecomes our painful duty to enforce discipline 
allrl expel disorderly persons from the society. However, blessed be God! the 
~o('i~t.y in general are alive to God, and are ornaments to our holy religion. "-e 
hove several promising young men, four of whom I have lately put upon the Plan 
a f>\liortcl"s. 

1 mn<.;t mention another subject, and that is, that the chapels at Soldiers'-Town 
aurl Melville-Town are in a state of great dilapidation, from the strong tornadoes, 
amL w~ry heav), and incessant rain, which we have had for several weeks past. 
I ndrcd, this has hitherto been a destructive season in every sense of the ·word. It 
"ill be ab:\ollltely necessary, as soon as the rains are past, and the materials can he 
~nt, to repair these building:>. I suppose they may be put in order for about thirty 
l'ollHds 1 however, 1 will assure the committee, that economy shall be attended to, 
aud llli~t nothing will be (lone but what is really necessary.* 

" The excellent writer of the econd of these letters}) did fall 
, !l \ i"tim to the prevailing epidemic,}} and that in a few days 
"f(l'l' JH~ wrotc the letter we have just given. But the painful 
n('\18 ditl )Jot reach ]\'[acarthy's I land for some two or three 
.\ 'pks "ftcl'. In the mean timc, the author was fully occupied 

], the all'airs of his own important station. The rainy season 
1.:lfl "llnlDlCllccd; and the oversight of the farms, cattle, &c., 
"Jill l'renclung, praycr-mcetings, and pastoral dutie, gave him 
pI 'Ilt~ or exerCIse, both mental and physical. The rains were 
I III r hcay 'just at this hmc, which threatened the rice-ground 
with a f:tilurc. Moreover, the monkeys and hippopotami had 
l('l'catl'llly (th,~ latter during the night) obtruded themselves 
llpon the Uli~~iun-property, and did considerable damage. The 
i nll11IlSl' fore~t Oil the main lanu had now increased its foliage, 
,Il ,1 the wiIll IlI'H,ts bad approached Ilf'ar to the water's ec1ge.t 

'II wlIar) ,'utice::i," ,ol. 'Iii. 1>p. 5il-5ifl. 
\ h' t iTlle I'rCYlOlI":l to thi);, as the author was returning from fattatcnda on 

1·1 1I1)}1I"1" rht..'l", on hoaTd a small \"E"~<;,el, he "a\\ t"o elephant--. apparently just 
;'IlU" tn drink, at a lit.tlc fording-place; and as the cutter was not more than 

, t r I'lrl.~ fert from the water's edge. there hpw~ no brep],c, and the ehh tiel£' 
11 11I'l out, "t~ w(~re gning Yery lI1owly, so that i had a good vin\ of these 
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The lion's roar was frequently heard, and the leopards and 
wolves were exceedingly numerous i so that it was dangcrous to 
move on the continent. A singular accident, attendeu with the 
loss of two lives, occurred about this t ime. On the other si(lc 
of the river, n€arly opposite to the mission-house, at a fOl'dill g­
place, where there is a man stationed to look after the 
canoes that are frequently crossing this part of the river, there 
was a monkey on one of the trees, contiguous to the hut ill 
11' hich the man resides j and as it was making a peculiar kind of 
noise, a boy ran to see what was the matter. When he arril'cn 
at the foot of the tree there was a large leopard, fixing his eyes 
upon the monkey, which had caused the noise j but instead of 
waiting for the descent of the monkey, the leopard instantly 
seized the boy. A Mandingo man, hearing the screams of the 
child, ran to his assistance, and with a cutlass rescued the lad j 
but the fierce animal then sprang at the man, and tore off a 
part of the top of his head: he, however, succeeded in driving 
away the leopard j but botb the man and the boy were dread­
fully wounded. They were taken to the hospital, and died in a 
fe w days afterwards. 

Almost every arrival from St. Mary'S, about this time, 
brought the intelligence of some death or deaths among the 
Europeans j and on the 12th of September we heard of the 
death of Mr. Wilkinson. On the 22d of the same month, the 
writer embarked on board the « Bathurst," a small schooncr, 
bonnd for St. Mary's. He was very unwell at the time, and 
had been for some time previously j and more than 011e kind 
friend advised him not to go down until the rains had com­
pletely closed j for though Macarthy's Island was an inferior 
settlement and mission-station, in many respects, to St. M;ll'Y's, 
the Europeans there being often deprived of those uomestic 
comforts, anu even necessal'ies, which could generally be more 
readi ly obtained at the latter place j and though the heat was 
more intense by several degrees, and at this time there was no 
medical aid on the island j yet there was this important fact 
connected with Macarthy's Island, - the dreadful epidemic 
which was committing such awful ravages along the Coast and 
also at St. Mary'S, had never been known to reach so far inlalld 
as Macarthy's Island j and the probability was, that on this 
occasion it would not j whereas, by going to St. Mary's, I was 

noble animals. One of them appeared from seven to eight feet in height., of a light 
grey colow'; the other was much smaller. Rut the sailors shouting, 1/ Hurra, 
hurra!" caused them immediately to retire into the bush, when one or two 1110re 

were seen by some of the crew, who had run up the rigging of the vessel. 
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entering into the midst of it. The writer was not insensible to 
this fact, and to the kind wishes of his friends; and though 
he was aware that Mrs, Wilkinson, who was dangerously ill, was 
not witlJOut a friend, he felt it a duty which he owed to his 
departed colleague, as well as to the mission, to hasten thither, 
and render all the assistance in his power to the missionary's 
widow, and to the bereaved fiock, who had been deprived of 
their pastor. 

On the passage down we heard, by letter, of the death of 
Go\'crnor Rendall, on the 20th, after a few hours' illness; and 
of several others. On another occasion we met a small boat; 
llud, in answer to my inquiries to the captain, who spoke broken 
J~nglish, the mournful reply was, " No more two or three white 
mell live at St. Mary's this time." VVe reached that station in 
safety on the evening of the 26th; and I found Mrs. 'Wilkinson 
at 11'. Grant's, in a very weak and debilitated state; but with 
the prospect of recovery, which was ultimately realized. 

lLE:-IRY WILKINSON was an amiable, kind, faithful, and affec­
Lonate friend; a sincere, pious, and upright Christian; and a 
pl udent, thoughtful, diligent, zealous, and devoted missionary. 
Ile hall laboured on this station for two ,ears and six months, 
"jih great pleasure and profit to himself, ;nd with much benefit 
to others; and it was in his heart to have continued much 
1011g-(']' 

Hilt Ins course of usefulness was interruptec1, and finallJ 
terminated, by nn attack of the fatal epidemic which had 
'HITi,,,l orf 0 many Europeans at St. Mary's, as well as several 

01 the brethren and others at Sierra-Leone. The letter we hnve 
:;:j" 11 in a preceding page, dated" August 18th," was probably 
til Inst "hich he ever wrote. On the following Sunday, 

lC,lISt '~Oth, he attended to his duties as usual, and was then 
111 the l'ujoyment of good health; and in a letter addressed to 
tl.l' author, communicating some accouut of hi sickness and 
leath. HI'(er sJleaking of his gencral good health up to the very 

!1m he 1V:lS ~ciz('d with the fatal disease, the glmtlemall who 
rot ,1:>':" Alld I further thiuk he never laboured with 

t r ~atisfaction or better success. I was myself in the cha­
.,,,[ 11,t Hunday, anrl heard him preach from that importnnt 
p" l' (' \ll the P~nlms: 'So tench us to number our days, that 

lila: appl) Ollr hearts unto .. isdom;' and I think I never 
h ,ud him preach with such enlarged views, or enforce the doc-
11 l' of the text ,yith greater liberty or happier effect." On 

, llLl '\ morning he ,\1'a8 ~till as well as usual, and during the day 
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visited the sick, and interred one or two corpses; but in the 
evening he was attacked "r.ith fever, which soon proved to bc of 
the worst type. The day following he was still worse. 'l'11e 
acting colonial doctor was, unfortunately, himself ill at the time, 
and subsequently died of the same disease; but two men-of-wat· 
coming in on that and the preceding day, both the surgeons 
from those vessels very kindly and promptly attended him; 
but, alas! it was to no ' purpose; for t he « disease," to use his 
own terms a few days previously, « was such, that it baffled the 
power of medicine and medical skill." Neither that, nor the 
kind, un wearied, and affectionate attentions of his wife, and 
othel' friends, nor the prayers of the people, were of any avail; 
he continued to grow worse until late on Thursday evening, 
Angust 24th, 1837, when, without a struggle or a groan, he 
breathed his last. He died iu the twenty-eighth year of his 
age, and in the third of his missionary labours; and was buried 
the following morning in the new chapel, near the pulpit from 
which, on the previous sabbath, he had given out the hymn on 
the 650th page of the Wesleyan Hymn-Book, entitled « Triumph 
over Death," and commencing with,-

" And must' this body die ? 
This well-wrought frame decay? 

And must these active limbs of mine 
Lie mouldering in the clay?" 

So it was; though he little knew how soon it would be so, 
but he was found « ready" to « enter into the joy of his I.,ord." 
The writer had the melancholy pleasure of impro,ing his 
lamented friend's death, from the same pulpit, on Sunday, 
October 1st, from the consoling words of the Saviour, addrcssed 
to the sisters of Lazarus, "Thy brother shall rise again j" 
(John xi . 23;) and on that occasion he gave out the same 
hymn, illustrating as it does the sublime doctrine of the resur­
rection. One verse may be introduced here ;-

It God, my Redeemer, lives, 
And ever from the skies 

Looks down, and watches aU my dust, 
Till He shall bid it rise." 

Glorious truth! It was good to be there. 

The worst part of this unprecedentedly sickly season, it ".as 

hoped, was now over, as only one or two deaths of the malig­
nant yellow fever had occUl'red up to this period, since the 
author arrived at St. Mary's. But there was much general 
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sickness, especially among the Europeans, all of whom had suf­
fered more or less; and many had almost miraculously escaped 
death, as in the case of Mrs. "Vilkimon. The writer also, 
In the middle of October, was once more brought to the 
margin of the grave; but again God interposed, and" the fever 
(J\Vlled his touch, and fled .'; During his illness he was anxious 
to write a few lines to his dear friends in England, to be for­
warded in case of his death; but he could not hold a pen. He 
was, however, very happy, even when burning with fever, parched 
with thir t, and tortured with pain; and could sing,-

" Yet, when melted in the flame 
Of love, this shall be all my plea,­

I the chief of sinners am, 
But Jesus died for me," 

III the two letters already before the reader, dated August 
10th and 18th, the one from myself, and the other from the 
L1te lVlr. Wilkinson, some idea may be formed of the mortality 
"hich took place during the periodical rains of this year. But 
thou".h the worst part was now past, several more deaths of the 
'amp dreadful type occurred after this, though they were princi­

]1'111.1' among the shipping; and the colony continued in a very 
lInhcnlthy state for some months after the rains ceased. Sel­
<lom, iudeed, has the unsparing and impartial stroke of death 
lWVl more strikingly manifest, than it was during this season at 

t ,Ilary s on the Gambia. The cases were not only sudden, 
III t rnpicl and gencnu: neither age, ex, station, profession, nor 
{'h mlctel', was exempt. One of the earliest victims was a fine tall 
(> I lTI' nt .Fort Bullen, on the opposite side of the river; and the 
,il' t illtiPl'ltioll of his illness was made known by hoisting a 
bl III ( t on tht" flag-, taff. Medical attendance was immediately 
,I'l!l 0\ ('1', but in a few hours the English ensign, at half-mast, 

,I I H" it ,ya: too late, anrl that his wife was 11 \"idolY. This 
'\1'1'(,,] ln the middle of .J uue: neither the sentinel guarding 

I " bal'l'aek-).!:,\tE', nor the troops inside, with loaded cannon, 
"d,l l;pcp ott' this " last enemy;" and having once entered the 

11'<"", h,' kft not until it \ra~ announced, "The commandant 
I d(lIl!' 

'l'l the same ua;' TJ1l' surgeon of the" Curl(;\\" man-of-war 
i( iJ I \ idilll to till' c1israse; anti, ill a f( \\' days after, the 
: III \ ,'1\(1 master, with fourteen of the cre\y, bcsicks sC\'eral 

th:1t \yere ill. This" {'ommon foc" hac1llo\\ cntered tnp 
1\ 0(' lhtlmrst: allt! the merchant in his cOllnting-house, the 

':i ir.lte on the bmch, the tradesman in his s]~op, the sccre­
'\Ill] Ci1 il ofllcer at his desk, and the militarv on parar1e, 

" " 
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became diseased, sickened, and died, as diel also the colonial 
eloctor, whilst in the act of prescribing for others. Nor was this 
all ; for the highest functionary in the colony, the resident at 
Government-house, and the faithful, zealous, pious missionary, 
whilst going about doing good, fell by the ruthless grasp of this 
« king of terrors." 

Many of these cases had occurred when the wTiter was at St. 
Mary's, in June ; and several of the sufferers he had visited in 
their illness. Dr. Tebbs, who expired on the 29th of that month, 
he had l'epeatec1ly seen, and witnessed his last moments. On 
that occasion there were seven Europeans in the room; and, in 
a week or two after, the writer and another were the only t11'O 
that were spared out of the seven . Immediately after attending 
the funeral of the colonial surgeon, I had to embark for 
Macarthy's I sland; and on my return, in September, the t011'n 
presented the appearance of some solemn day of fasting and 
humiliation before God: business was, indeed, in a great 
measure snspended; and if the black captain's statement to 
me, on his passage down, was not literally true, it was so in 
part; for there was scarcely a white man to be seen. The 
author was reminded of that dreadful scourge, the cholcra, 
which had committed such ravages in some of the populous 
English towns a few years previously. But even that "as not a 
parallel, in point of comparative numbers, to the yellow fever at 
the Gambia during this dying season. Not less than one-half 
of the Europeans then residing at St. Mary's, were in a fcw 
short weeks numbered with the dead; exclusive of the naval 
officers and crews of H er Majesty's ships, and of other Europeans 
aud Americans, of merchant-vessels, besides a number of Mulat­
toes, and a great number of the natives. The fact, that during 
this season four medical men died at St. l'\1Ial'y's, and another 
on his passage from Sierra-Leone to this place, shortly after, 
whilst a sixth, who was intended for the Gambia, died before 
his embarkation at Sierra-Leone; will exhibit, in a striking 
light; what has before been stated, that « sickness and death 
were marching around us in their ghastl.Y forms," and that 
« such was the nature of the disease, that it baffled the power of 
medicine and medical skill." It was indeed a season never to 
be forgotten by those who witnessed it, or lived to survive its 
effects. 

But it is now time that we proceed to the Gold-Coa~t. 
The reader will doubtless recollect the peculiar circnmstances HI 

which we left Mr. Wrigley there in the early part of the year,­
mourning the loss of his beloved wife, and his other two COIU-
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pan ions and friends. But though (( cast down, he was not 
destroyed." "Faint, yet pursuing," was his motto; and as his 
physical strength returned, he applied himself to his high and 
important dutics with unwearied diligence and zeal. The build­
ing of the chapel went on rapidly, and he visited several places, 
which soon after became the heads of circuit s, or separate sta­
tion, rrhus did he labour on week after week, and month 
after month, until the last month but one in the year, when he 
was seized with illness as he was returning by water from Anna­
mabol:, and in a few days « ceased at once to work and live." 

GEORGE O. WRIGLEY was appointed to Cape-Coast by the 
':onference in 1836, and immediately sailed with Mrs. Wrigley 
fol' th,tt interesting station. He arrived there on the ] 5th of 
September, and met with a kind reception from all parties. In 
speaking of this in a letter to the committee, some weeks after, 

1(' says: "It is impossible for me to describe my feelings on 
first viewing, about four o'clock P.M. on the day above stated, 
the place of my future labours. I thought of my predecessor, 
of his labours, and of his premature eud; nor could I for some 
time restrain those painful emotions whieh these thoughts excited. 
'l'Ito} were not, however, of long continuance; nor have I since 
hboure<l uuder similar feelings for a siugle moment." He at 
o 'lJ entered upon his work in a trne missionary spirit, preaeh­
ing-, yisiting, and journeying from place to place, embracing 
('vel y opportunity of usefulness, and crying, "Behold, behold the 
lmmh!" So early as the month of January in the following 
Yl'"lr, I here was the prospect of a wide and effectual door being 

p(,Hcd for the preaching of the gospel in Coomassie; one of the 
1 •. 'lIhel's of the society who had been residing there having 
r 'porte·,l to ]\fl'. 'Wrigley, that, iu the house where he dwelt, he 
lord S(,I ('1'11 times had the sons of the kiug of Ashantee with 
ill!" al prayer ; and that, on Christmas-day, the king requested 

111'11' atlt:wlall"c "t the palace, when he, iu conjunction wita 
I'" "I' In l' otlH'rs, hall singing and prayer, in the presence of 

II" tnOllnrcit. 
"'"" ,\\'lis the "luse of this month, }Ir. iVriglev had a .erious 

t, c! uf illnr'~, I"hicil was followed by the terrible afliictions 
't' I h;'n'an'llH'nt, 'llrcady before thl. reader. Such painful 

(.tI "o\lhl lun-e hecn seycrely felt ill any country; but in a 
(' I t.lnt '\lle] barharous laud, far alyay from fricnels anel relation., 
til y are douhly painlul; aull by OUl' no,v elcccasc:l friend tLL)' 

, fdt most acutely. But ill the letter from "hich we 
Ill, Ie "('H'ral painfnlly:intercsting extracts, on a prel'ious pa;;e, 

2 F 2 
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after appealing in strong terms for more help, his concluding 
words are, "I hope, in reference ~o myself, in the midst of my dis­
couragements, (and I have them from a variety of quarters,) that 
I can say, 'Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nOT powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separatc me 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus,' and from my 
work in this section of the mission-field, until my appointed 
time." In this spirit did Mr. W rigley live and labour, " follow­
ing up those victories to the cross of our Emmanuel )) which he, 

. together with others, had already" achieved to His glory," until 
his appointed time came j and then he was found ready for 
still more delightful employment. In the early part of Novem­
ber, he was seized with the illness which proved fatal to him, 
but was graciously supported during his affiiction j and he 
received the kindest attentions from the affectionate people to 
whom he had ministered with so much success. In death, as in 
life, he reposed with unwavering confidence in the atonement of 
Christ, and rejoiced in hope of the glory of God. He died at 
Cape.Coast Town on the 16th of N ovember, 1837 j and his 
funeral was one of the most affecting scenes which had for a 
long time been witnessed. Mr. Wrigley was a devoted and 
exceUent missionary j and the fruit of his evangelical labours in 
Western Mrica remain to this day. 

We have now completed a brief record of eight deaths which, 
according to the announcement at the commencement of thc 
chapter, took place in the course of nine months. Four of these 
having occurred at Cape-Coast, that rising and promising soci­
ety was thus deprived of all its European agents. It will also 
be seen, by a reference to the printed Minutes, that Mr. Wil­
liam Sanders at Sierra-Leone, and the writer at the Gambia, 
were now the only two Wesleyan missionaries on this extensive 
line of coast. Mr. Sanders, indeed, had been toiling alone for 
about six: months j but it was not like the fishermen at « the 
lake of Gennesaret," who, on olle occasion at least, are said 
to « have toiled all the night, and taken nothing." No: 
"the Galilean Pilot" was with him; and though some of the 
« nets" had been broken by the cold band of death, seldom has 
that saying been more remarkably verified, « God buries IllS 

workmen, but carries on his work:" for there was during tIns 
year an addition to the society at Sierra-Leone of some huu· 
dreds of precious souls, including those on trial j and the incolue 
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of the society in weekly and quarterly subscriptions amounted 
to £240. 

On the 19th of November, Mr. Sanders was cheered and 
cncouraged by the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Dove, and Mr. 
IIelll'y Badger. The former, it will be remembered, had 
laboured at Macarthy's Island for about three years; but Mr. 
nad~er was a new missionary. On the 26th of the same 
llJonth, the writcr had the unspeakable pleasure of givi.ng a cor­
dial welcome to Mr. and Mrs. Swallow, and Mr. T. Wall, at the 
Chmbia' the latter was appointed to St. Mary's, and the for­
mer to Macarthy's Island. After a few days' residence at 
Ththurst, Mr. and Mrs. Swallow and myself, with a number of 
11I"chanics, cmbarked for the upper station, which place we 
reacl1cd on the 16th of December. On the 3d of January, 
1838. the drooping spirits of the bereaved societies at Cape­
Coast were once more revived by the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. 
PI ecman, on which occasion the members came from various 
p'Lt't~ to welcome their new friends. 

'I.'hc following statistics will show an encouraging increase on 
[111 tIle stations, more particularly at Sierra-Leone and Cape­
Coast:-

Sien'a-Leone, members in society, 1,337; children in the 
"'hools, 1,134. St . lelw'Y's, members in society, 386; children 
111 thr schools, 182. Macm'lhy's Island, members in society, 
1;"'1: children in the school, 74. Cape-Coast, members in 
80el['t.", 1.1,28; children in the schools, 105. Total, members in 
S(WlI'ty, 2,:3:2.J,; children in the schools, 1,495 . 

TillS lable exhibits a net increase of members on the preeed­
',1'" ) em' of fiyc hundred and fifteen, beside~ several hundreds 
\ Ill) lwrl been received en trial as candidates for church mem-

1. • Il]p; and there was, likewise, nearly a corresponding 
Ij' '1,[: l in the schools . 

(l,l II1[';td of March Mr. Sanders, being greatly debilitated, 
Ht ,'ll'rra-f.Jcllue for England, followed by the prayers and 
Il,'CtHHl' of tbc peoplc. lIe arriyed at Grayesend on the 21st 
'f H,,), 18:m, allli has ,inec that period been engaged in the 

, Jtr,} at homc. The following were now the appointments 
tillS part of the mission-field· they are taken from the 

\. Ill<1 ! H eport of that year :_ * ' . 
-1,('( 1If', '\Jr. Unyc nthl ~[r. Hauger. 

\ '", \, (,ambw, :'11'. ,"fall; )lr .... \matli Gum, :l :-;"bt .. nt mi ..... ionary. 

--- ----------------
\' ,r ut that tilllt' corrr.('t, ('XCCllt that" 
:. ~ i<t~~ 's, and IInl at ~la('anlt) 's Island . 

Jdf Ollt of the as"',,;tar.ts. 
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Macarth,y's I sland, Foulch Mission, Mr. Fox, Mr. Swallow; Mr. John CupidoD, 
Mr. Pierre SaUab, and Mr. vVilliam Juff, assistant missionar;es. 

Cape-Coast, Mr. Freeman . 

We shall close this chapter with the appropriate paragraph 
written by the general secretaries, as furnishing a kind of 
recapitulation of the deaths recorded in the preceding pages, 
with some other judicious remarks on the state and prospects of 
the work in this interesting part of the great missionary field. 

It is with emotions of no ordinary kind that the committee tnrn to this part of 
the mission field. The past has been a year of unprecedented trial, and painful 
visitation. During the prevalence of the fatal epidemic which has been permitted 
to ravage the coast of Western Africa, Messrs. Crosby and Patterson died at 
Sierra-Leone; Mr. Maer died in the ship in which he had embarked, on his return 
to his native land; and at St. Mary's, Mr. Wilkinson was remove,] to a better 
world, after a short affiiction. Cape-Coast has been the scene .of a similar mortal­
ity, and tidings bave successively been received of the death of Mr. and ~Irs. 

Harrop, and Mrs. Wrigley, and latterly of Mr. Wrigley. The removal of so many 
valuable agents, which, to short-sighted mortals, may appear untimely, calls for the 
full exercise of faith and resignation, on the part of the friends of the Society. 
But while they feel the painful bereavements which have been experienced, the 
alleviating features of the affecting case must not be overlooked. Tbat the belored 
brcthren and their wives were all permitted delightfully to experience, in the honr 
of death, the consolations and enjoyments of that religion, to the spread of which, 
among the children of Africa, they bad devoted themselves, demands the mo,t 
heartfelt gratitude; and that the various stations should, at the same time, he 
blessed with great spiritual prosperity, ought to be regarded as an indication tbat, 
although Almighty God has been pleased to remove many of the workmen, it is his 
will tbat the work itself in Western Africa shall be prosecuted, and as a pledge 
that it shall glorjously succeed, if the Society continue faithfully to provide the 
appointed instrumentality. Additional encomagement is derived from the twofold 
consideration, that the Society has not yet lacked a supply of missionaries for this 
part of t.he world, who freely and nobly ofrer tbemselves to be "baptized for the 
dead j 11 and that a native agency is rising up, which, ere long, may take a "ery 
important part in tbe work of diffusing Christianity through that benighted 
country. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

TilE GOLD -CO,\ST, GAM BIA, AND SIERRA-LEONE, WITH A JOURNEY 
TO BONDOU. 

(1838 .) 

';REAT spiritual Prosperity of the Missions-Native Agency-Triumphant Deaths 
of tllP \OJissionaries and their ,Vives-A Supply of Labourers still found-The 
Oold-Coast-Mr. and Mrs. Freeman-Death of the latter-Sierra-Leone and the 
(,ambia-Another Robin Hood and Saul of Tarsus near Macanby's Island­
Thc Author pays him a Visit-The fifth and last Report of the Southampton 
Committee-The Author sets out on a Journey to Bondou-Arrival at Fatta­
tt~nda in the upper River-Some Account of the Port, Trade, and N eigh­
hourhood-Incidents on the Way to Madina, the Capital of Woolli-Some 
\"count of Madina and Barrakunda-Circumcision-Bambako, the Residence 
0; ~[antamba, the King's General-Albino Negroes-Incidents on the Wa)', 
ami Description of Kanipe, Dirma, W.lufana, and Tambakunda-The Author 
,leeps in the Wilderness-Wild Beasts-Arrival at Kotchair, the last Town of 
\\ oolli-Enters Kouda)" thc frontier Town of Bondou-Well received­
lulangal, a Town of Serrawoollies-Arrival at Jume, a modern Athens-l nci­
(le"ls at Jumc, and on the "-ay to Weegi, Gallorrlie, and Goodeerie-First 
I(ain-Proceed to Fittinyibbi, Dandudy, and Fettibooki-Country more open, 
l,opulous, amI "etter cultivated-Arrival at the Capital-The Almamy encamped 
at a shurt Distance from the royal Residence-The Author pays him a Visit­
I introduced into the Camp-Interview and Conversation with this Chief on 
Ii II' Sllhj,·ct of Christian l\1issions--Gives to the iuroamy and his 'Yarriors a 
hrief 'ummar), of the Doctrines and Precepts of the Gospel-Is listened to with 
\!:cntion-This Swumary well received-The Author then addresses the 
\hl1illllY on the Impropriety of going to \Var-This was a critical ':Moment­
III ,I .. \li,bl of a Band of half Savages, aU armed with Weapons of Destruction 

hut '1.0, I am ,yith yon" wa'S present-Second Interview with the Almamy 
\galO ""rne(1 hiIll of hi, Danger-The Author'. Return to the Capital­

Il,e \ Imalll) .nrl Soldiers immediately followed-Interview "ith the Almamy 
I nOl llill. II) Hi'S friendly COIHluct to the Author, who bids him Farewell­
'd,IUI:ll"IPS of 13ondoll defined Some Account of Boollibany-The :l\Ianners 
nIl t tl~tfllllS of the Pcoplc--Theil' lIollses-Furniture-Dress-Food-Religion 

(;tJ\"fllml nt- \lhlamy Snada-Their Laws-Polygamy-Commerce and 
I r,l \ ... 1111l1h1rr \lO(le of Culti,"ation-~cripture Illustrations-The rainy 

I 111 Tnrllado! :- l'cr ility of the Soil-Ii The lla~tures are cluUu:':ll with 

1101'1,,,, ILl' \'allt.')s ~ll"C ro,'ercd oyer ,dth Corn "-::\fungo Park-Their \rars 
SUpt rsl IIltJH~-·;:'alulahons-Tlle Author's Uetmu to Fattatenrla-Incidents 

t I lit''' ") \ rr"al at the Banks of the (~ ambia-African Travf>1Iing-Safe 
11\ '11 at \Iacartlt) \ bland-:\lcets hi'S Class. 

I Ill. <'. tract from thc Gcncral Report with which \\ c closed 
t \, I \,t chapter, in acldit ion to thc chastencd fcelillg'~ and 

1'1 nprintc rCllluri,s Oil "the r C\1101'al of 80 lli'UlV yalnable 
cut· ., coutaius also scycral important and cncour,;ging facts j 
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and thongh tl\ese have been brought out and illustrated in the 
preceding pages, we may be allowed a passing remark or two ill 

.this place. In the quotation rderence is made to the « great 
spiritual prosperity" of the missions. It is consoling to lmow, 
that « the glorious gospel of the blessed God," like its immuta­
ble Author, is « the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever j " 

the same in all ages aHd places: and perhaps in no part of the 
world has its divine efficacy been more gloriously displayed than 
on the continent of Africa. It has there proved itself to be 
(( the power of God unto salvation" to hundreds and thousands 
of the sable sons of Ham. The climate on the western coast of 
that vast continent, we know, both from experience and observa­
tion, is exceedingly prejudicial to European constitutions j and 
many of our beloved missionaries and their wives have fallen 
uncler its withering influence, in rapid succession. But there is 
nothing in the climate,- notbing in that death-dealing atmo­
sphere, even during the worst of those epidemical ontbreaks,­
nothing in the deeply degraded and dove-tailed superstitions of 
its inhabitants,-nothing ill t he combined powers of earth and 
hell, that can blight, 01' weaken, 01' withstand the effects of the 
gospel. That is suited to all climates, and to all conditions of 
people: it cannot, it is true, change « the Ethiopian skin," but 
« the purple current" flowing from the cross can wash the black 
man's black heart « white as snow;" and that it should have so 
gloriously triumphed, during that awful year of mortality, wheu 
Almighty God was pleaseu to remo,e so many of his workmen, 
was indeed matter for devout thankfulness. The climate had 
cut down the messengers Olle after another, but the message 
was received by many hearts; for during t.he whole of that year 
"the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved," 

A second encouraging feature, which affords additional eri­
dence that the effects of the gospel are every where the same, 
was found in the fact, that a native agency was rising up, and 
usefully employed. At this period of the history of these 
missions, the Gambia hacl the largest amount of co-operation ill 
the way of native assistant missionaries; but even at Cape­
Coast, though that mission was in its infancy, the fruit of those 
who had fallen in the field was seen in several excellent yonths, 
who began to take all active part in the mission; and at Sierr~­
Leone there were, at the period now under review, forty-sJX 
class-leaders, and about thirty local preachers; and several of 
the latter were soon after wholly employed as native teachers. 

Nor must we omit another fact, to which the committee vcry 
properly referred,-" that the beloved brethren and their wilTS 
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were all permitted delightfully to experience, in the hour of 
(leath, the consolations and enjoyments of that religion to the 
spread of which among the children of Africa they had devoted 
thp]flseires." How abundantly do the preceding pages testify 
to this! 'rhey died far away from their native land and friends; 
bnt they died in the faith; and that not only peacefully and 
sa~ :1:', but in most instances triumphantly. He who had said, 
"La, I am with you alway, even unto the end," did not forsake 
thcm when their heart and flesh failed them. No: 

H Their God sustain'd them in their final hour, 
Their final hoUl" brought glory to their God!" 

1101', when the tongue was no longer faithful to its office, there 
was the speaking eye conveying the sentiment, "My flesh and 
my heart faileth; but God is the strength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever." And even when the eye was gently closing 
i'1 dcath, the uplifted hands spoke, with more than vocal energy, 
of "victory, victory, through the blood of the Lamb!" How 
encouraging this to all the friends of missions! And what a 
/Jf'<'hng balm, especially to the bleeding hearts of those parents 
awl relations at home, who had given their children, brothers, 
llll ,d"rs to this glorious cause! 

1\ nother encouraging fact (thc last we shall now mention, 
"!lei I\hieh has alrcauy been referrcu to more than once) was, 
, i hat the society had not yet lacked a supply of missionaries for 
Ill' part of the world, who freely and nobly offered themselves 
) he • baptized for the dead.''' vVe have seen in the preceding 

l'iI:lptcr, that most of the vacancies occasioned by the great 
, lorhhty of tlmt pcriod wcre filled up j and that other mission-

• Wt']'L sent out ,luring thc year, whose arrival we shall record 
,It I}," ("ourse. 

r 1'. heeman had not heard of the death of :Mr. Wrigley until 
L \ ril cd at Cape-Coast; anel "hen he entercd the hallowed 

l' lamber " herc the good man met his fate," and where four of 
1< "'rYau" of the TJonl had so recently breathed their last, his 

\ I HI tor some ti,uc 11 as depre sed; but he cndea,oured to cast 
III /1ll1'(/(,!l npon the Lord, and at once entered upon his work 
\ I h a cllccl'fuluess of spirit that was tl'n ly aLlmirable The 

. " .1llttl'C l'ntrcated for him [l)1d his wife, and for tbe other 
I'll Ii It f;\illilics, thc carnC',t ~l1ld coutinned prayers of theIr 

I to" lIim who was able to sayc them from death." But 
,It 1rt -,i;;htcd is lUau, and how unsearchable <u'e thc "'ays of 

d! "\11'. <IUd )'Irs. l-'rccman had scarcely entcrcd upon theIr 
II h\'ll the latter was rcmo\cc1 to an carly rest; and thus 
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again was the passage verified, "The one shall be taken, and 
tille other left." 

MRs. FREEMaN embarked for Cape-Coast with her husband 
on board the" Osborne," on the 4th of November, 1837 ; but 
having a long and tedious passage, which arose principally from 
their being" becalmed under the oppressive heat of a tropical 
sun for the space of thirty days," they did not reach their desti­
nation till the 3d of January, 1838. But they landed in good 
health; and Mrs. F reeman immediately set about the female 
department of the mission work, in the same spirit as her hU8-
banel. But while thus engaged in doing good, and arrangiug 
plans for future usefulness, and almost at the very time that 
Mr. Freeman was regarding it as a special providence that his 
partner had accompanied him, he was called to part ,vith "the 
companion of his toils;" "the desire of his eyes being taken 
away from him with a stroke." j\i[rs. Freeman was seized wiLL 
a violent inflammatory complaint which terminated her life in a 
few hours; resigning her happy spirit into the hands of Him 
who gave it on the 20th of February, 1838, after" a residence at 
Cape-Coast of forty-eight days, which was precisely the number 
of days Mr. Wrigley had been dead when Mr. and Mrs. Freeman 
arrived. The death of this valnable woman was a great loss to 
the native females, as well as to her husbaud; and her funeral 
furnished evidence of the respect which she had secured for 
herself from all classes of society. 

At the time of this bereavement Mr. Freeman was ill with 
the seasoning fever; but he gradually recovered his health ; 
and as his physical strength increased, the inner man being 
renewed, he devoted himself afresh to God and his cause. 
Applications being made to him for teachers and missionaries 
from twenty to eighty miles round, he was distressed that he 
could not meet all the demands. In his first letter to the com­
mittee he had stated that he should not consider his work done, 
until he had unfurled the banner of the cross in Coomassie, the 
capital of Ashantee; and early in the following year he had the 
honom', privi'lege, and happiness of doing this. But we must 
for the present leave this enterprising missionary, and proceed 
to the other stations. 

At Sierra-Leone the new brethren were delighted with the 
healthy and prosperous state of the mission, and, during the 
first quarter, they witnessed an increase of upwards of fifty, 
besides a considerable number who were admitted ou trial. 'l'hc 
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colony, however, was still sickly, and the mortality among the 
shipping was great. In the vessel which conveyed the mission­
aries to Sierra-Leone, there were, including the crew, about 
forty persons j but in less than five weeks eight of them were 
dead. This was the case, also, at the Gambia j but the brethren 
at all thc stations for some time con tinned tolerably well. At 
the commencement of the year, the author l1ad occasion to pay 
a visit to St. Mary's, when he embarked for the second time in 
a small open boat. On the passage down we had sometimes to 
anchor, and on one occasion, especially, the hippopotami came 
plapng around us in great numbers, and so near as to endanger 
our liycs. TIut a merciful Providence watched over us, and we 
reachcd our destination in safety. 'l'his uncomfortable mode of 
travelling, however, brought on a very severe bilious fever, which 
('onfined me to bed for some days. Haviug recovered, and 
nccomplished the object of my journey, I returned, leaving Mr. 
'Vall in excellent health, and happy in his work. 

On arriving at Macarthy's Island, February 22d, I found Mr. 
'md Mrs. Swallow had had a slight attack of fever, but were now 
much better. The country round was again in a state of com­
Lllohon, arising from some TIambarra warriors, on the north 
. 1C1e o[ the river, and a Foulah chieftain of Foota J all on, on the 
'oltth side, who was a kind of Robin Hood, as a civilian, living 

hy plunder, and a "Saul of Tarsus" in religion, being a most 
hiYf'h·d followcr of the false prophet of Mecca. Several towns 
: nil rillages were again pillaged and destroyed, and many of the 
j"iJ:lbilant, takcn into Slavery. Those of the Fou1ahs at Broko 
,mel JflJljalli who could escape, hastened to :lIIacarthy's Island 
I ,. protcctiou. The author, heariug that the Foota J allon chief 
" ''''mmning a day or two at Broko, paid him a visit j and he 

t afterwards permitted to come to Macarthy's Island, briug-
11'- Ilith 111m only half a dozen of his people. This was on the 
aubat It tlay, aud he actually camc to chapel in the forenoon of 

I htt tiny. But for further particulars respecting this chieftain, 
I \111\ as the disturhed state of the country, I must refer the 
l, .lCi to th!' ~\.nllnalllrport for 1838, and to the sixth uhapter 
r t Ll:-. \\rud.;., 

'Pltt'term of f-i'<'c ycars, during which the Southampton eom­
II'lttel' hatl t'ngagen to make proyisioll for the l"olllah misslOll, 
h.I'"l {'\p'l'cLl, thry puhlished their last Report, of which the 
,,1l"\1 ing j, a copy, "'ith the cxception of some fcw extracts 
I "III thl author's comlUlIuications, whieh halc alread~ appeared 

(;ttlcr nt part, of thi~ work. 
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THE FIFTH AND LAST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SOUTHAMJ?TON COMMITTEE OF 

THE I NSTITUTION FOR BENEFITING THE l~OULAH 'rRIBES, AND, THROUGH 

THEM, WESTERN AFRI CA j W ITH A BRIEF AOCOUNT OF THE l)rtOCEEDING~ 

01<~ THE COl\'lMITTEE FOR PROMOTING THE CIV ILIZATION OF TH E CHRTS_ 

TIAN FOULARS, AND OTHER ABORIGINES . 

THE committee, more than ever impressed with the wrongs and miseries or 
Africa, and with her just claims on the British nat ion, now take their leave of those 
friends who have supported them; and this they do with feelings of regret and 
thankfulness j-of regret, that the time of superintending this good work is closed, 
according to their primary announcement i-of thankfulness, that they 'have been 
instrumental in bringing the cause of the Foulahs before tbe public; in building a 
mission-bouse, school-rooll, and chapel on Macartby's Island; in gathering a 
church of more than two hundred members, among whom Divine worship is con­
stantly maintained; and in proclaiming to thousands, in that lafid of horrible dark. 
ness, by a native as well as a Em'opean agency, the glad tidings of a Saviour. 
They also deem it to be a groun,l of especial gratitude, tbat the four Gospels have 
been translated into the Manmngo language, and tbat one of them has been printed 
at the expense of the British and Foreign Bible Society. This boon to Africa they 
consider as an ample compensation for all the exertions employed in this important 
UD(lertaking, 

The committee rejoice that h\·o more missionaries have been sent to join :'\lr. 

Fox at °Macarthy's Island, and that Christian instruction will be can-ied on with 
unabated zeal and fidelity by the Wesleyan Missionary Society; and also that a 
native of Africa, who has been taught the art of printing in London, is about to 
sail for the Gambia, with a printing-press and materials, to aid in the propagation 

of Divine t ruth." 
The following communications from :Mr. Fox, at Macarthy's Island, ,,-rill, we 

doubt not, interest our readers :-
H I visited J amalli," says 1\IIr. Fox, H a few weeks ago, and also Laming, another 

small TVIandingo town j at the former forty, and at the latter twelve, huts were 
destroyed by fire : the Foulah town, abont half a mile eastward, was not injured, 
though without inbabitants ." 

The author then referred to the providential escape men· 

tioned in the preceding chapter j after which he says ;-

" I embraced this opportunity to persuade these people of the propriety and 
benefit of forming a town on the six hundred acres on Macarthy's Islanrl; and 1 
mal'ked out proper st.reets, and measured a Bum ber of lots. I am bappy to sa)', 
tbat tbree days ago two families came and fixed upon their lots; and as I bave also 
there a hut myself, I hope this example mJ.l be speedily followed. 

" I have for some time had thirty liberated Africans employed on the mission ­
ground, clearing it of brush-wood, aht-hills, and clumps of trees. Should a few of 
the Foulahs or TeucoloTS settle on it, I shall allow them to cultivate as mucl, as they 
can . I have purchased nearly one hundred head of cattle, and intend to purchase 
more. Thus, I hope, a considerable number of Foulahs may, ere long, be induced 

* The two miss-iollaries here mentioned included Vi. Juff, one of the assistants; 
but he continued at St. Mary's j and the" native of AfTica," unfortuuately, died in 
London,-but it is pleasing to adrl, that he died happy in God. IIis nalUe was 
John Dicl<. 
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tn take up their abode under the protection of the British fl ag; as there are many 
on the upper river who are constantly suffering from the ravages of war, plunder, 
and oppressive customs. who would probably be thankful for a place of refuge." 

Here quotations are made from the writer's communications 
rcspecting the disturbed state of the country in the upper river: 
llis having rescued a poor Foulah woman from slavery; also a 
,isit which he paid to Madina, the capital of W oolli; with some 
account of the Foulahs; and an audience with the king, when 
he' witnessed the awful superstition of a little boy being dedi­
cated to the devil. The particulars we have given in the sixth 
dud thirteenth chapters. The committee then proceed :-

It was ment.ioned in our last Report. that a committee. composed of gentlemen 
of high respectability and well. known philanthropy. had been formed in London 
for promoting the civilization of the Christian Foulahs. and the converted aborigines 
oi \Vo,tern Africa. They ha,'e had several meetings to deliberate on the best plans 
of f)}lCration, and for the selection of proper agents. They have also purchased a 
large nnmher of implements. It is their intention, without delay, to bring the six 
hnll(ireci acres, so liberally assigned them, into cultivation; and to purchase other 
land as it may be deemed advisable. For this purpose they have engaged Mr. 'Y. 
risher, whom they regard as a suitahle person to SUl)erintend the concern j since, 
hrs;r!(':"l his knowledge of agriculture, he is said to possess consideraI11e skill in 
llu'phnnism. The commiHee have likewise reason to expect that Charles Grant, 
I:~i!h and a few gentlemen in 'Yestern Africa, will hold a correspondence with tlleir 
,I ("j ctal"Y on all affairs of importance. And it is with much satisfaction they 
annonnce. that the plan of the Society has received the approbation of Lord 
f Inri" l1er ,rajesty's secretary for the colonial department. 

Thus \\C !::i~C thnt God has graciously given to this Christian enterprise an encou­
nlQlllg nwnSlue of succcss. In due time we shall reap more abundantly, " if we 
f:lIl1t nut..' ., Dnty is OUl'S, irrespective of results." If \Ve pray, f Thy kingdom 
c·o 1 .illl 1 this is our duty i hut we must use the means also, that the kingdom of 

H (' 111".\ be advanced; that God in Christ may he more known, believed in, 
1)\·11, nlwYld, OWI1C'd, anc1 honoured, by ourselves and aU others." (f There is as 

II fl I r:\)'I'1' in action", R::; in desires, or any. other way." "Let each, then, 

I ht'd fr 1111 th~ mass aronnd him, as he will be distinct from it in death, and at 
I I{'ILl, .1IId lu all eternity, consider solemnly within himseli,-' The work of 

u\\!nu: 1 lliinp. '"\Yhatsoevcr a man soweth, that shall he also reap j J for He, 
II~'! prll1nis(' cannot fail, has declarerl, ')Iy word shall not return unto me voicl j' 
'I 1 (".1II III prOllll P. be embracer! in yain." * 

Lit:lIl1::nant-Ccurral OnIt'. 
- R. lInw;ll'd, 1::s'1' i Robert Lindoe. :l\l.D. 

-.I. S. elliol!. C,,[. 

II 'lIn {l0\\ Ha\l, Esq. : Thomas Gurnf'Y, Esq.; Thoma.s Farmer, Esq. j 

l:ll1\I!·, I:Ml.; R. 1!oward, E:sq.; Rev. 1101H'rt Heath, ~L\,; Hey. Jahez 
[).l).; R',. Joh" B.'ccham; Re\'. Robert .\Ider; Rev. f.li.iah Hoole. 

~ 't'lHOIl In' the Hey, T. D.HE, preth:cd to the ChnT('h ) [bsionary Report 
td 1 ""i.) I 
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At the close of a long list of annual subscriptions and dona­
tions, the following summary of its finances was added :-

Statement of the Income and E:;cpend'itu,-e of Five Years,fi'om Jan, 1st, 1833, 
to Dec, 31st, 183i. 

RECEIPTS. 

£ s. d , 

1833, Subscri}Jtions, dona-
tions, and collections ." 710 0 0 

) 834, Ditto, ditto 687 18 3 
1835, Ditto, ditto 710 3 0 
1836, Ditto, ditto 937 1 10 
1837, Ditto, ditto 840 19 2 

£3,886 2 3 

PAYMENTS. 

For mission, school, and 
teachi ng, &c., £350 per 
annum for fi ve years, as 

.£ s. d, 

per agreement " , "" 1750 
For building mission-pre­

mises, school-room, &c.. 350 
For purchase of land, made 

over to the New Com -
mittee in London "", 225 0 0 

For Bibles and portions of 
the holy scriptures, Ara-
bic, French, and English , 30 

Loss by exchange, Jersey 
and Guernsey 

Boat to can vey cattle across 
the Gambia 25 

Tmyards expenses of trans­
lating the holy scriptures 
into one or more nat.ive 
languages, as per agree-
ment """"""" 1000 

Balance paid to New Com-
mittee in London" 503 

£3,886 2 3 

Note,-The whole sum given, without deduction for expenses, and applied to the 
obj ect, according to the committee's engagement. 

The « new committee" referred to, consisted principally of 
those who had composed the previous one, and their object was 
to promote civilization among the native tribes, by following the 
footsteps of the missionary, being fully persuadeu, that the gos­
pel is tbe great and primary instrument in raising fallen and 
degraded man in every part of the world. 

The writer had been expecting Mr. Fisher, mentioneu in the 
preceding Report, for some months past; but, on April 2d, he 
received letters from the general secretaries, saying, that he 
was detained by a temporary indisposition, so that the super­
intendence of the civilization department still devolved upon the 
missionary. But having now an excellent colleague, his labours 
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were not so abundan t as they had been heretofore; and, haying 
paid one hundred and three labonrers their tbree months' 
wagc~ * for working on the mission-ground, and re-engaged the 
greatcr part of them, with overseers, and made some other 
arrangements, he prepared for his journey to BONDOU, He 
was anxious to start earlier in the season, but was waiting the 
arrival of Mr, Fisher to take charge of the agricultural part of 
tIle mission, On I,Ii{ ednesday, April 4th, 1838, he therefore 
embarked on board the cutter "Fox," bound for Fattatenda, 
. fr Swallow having accompanied him to Fattota. The writer 
had with him, on this journey, our valuable assistaut, John 
Cupidon, and another mcmber of the society, who was by birth 
a 'reucolor, though he had never bcen in the country; he could, 
however, speak the Foulah language, and, having some know­
lpdge of Divine things, was also of service. Having an unusu:1l1y 
quick passage, we arrived at Fattatenda on the evening of the 
7th, nothing very remarkable having occurred on the way. 

F \TT\Tl',·V.\ is one of the oldest and most distant ports on the 
Gambia, a11d has been frequently mentioned, incidentally, at 
.ica~t, ill the former part of this work, as well as more recently, 
'!'Ilc advantages of this noble river for carrying OIl trade with 
the nati\'e~ ill the interior of Africa, was well known to our 
couutrymen upwards of two centuries ago; since which period 
1': tbltcnda has been one of the most important trading-factories 
n tIl<' uppcr I'il·cr. Several of the European merchants residing 

,1!. ";t. ':\hry's havc stores at this place, built in the natiye style, 
\1 :tlt n con'idcrable assortment of British merchandise, which is 
11 t[,lIsl.ed to native traders. These are ituated on the south 
Il·!lll. of th,' ri 1'('1' , The inhabitants here are but few, and the 

I i1wil'nl part of the tradc comes from the opposite side; cara­
,'1\ fn'Cjuently coming from some hundreds of milcs inland, 

l" 'lglll," hilks, ivory, and golcl-dust, ancl sometimcs slaves; the 
'1. tl" :11'(: t;(,llcrall.l' conycycd to Dis ao, and ome of the other 
l\cr>: 1\(',]r the coast, south of the Gambia. Some of the mer-

1,1 :lIlh, thr()ll'~h their agents, transact business on board their 
'( "l'Is, wliif'h are Iyin;; at anchor here for several \, eeks toge­
t he-I', to 11!'CITll!, in part, the trouble aud annoyance "hich is 
, 1 11'1I00(l ou shore fro111 those who come to trade, \\ho not 

I {rike a ycry hard bargain for the European articles, but 
01 , 1IlI'~"'l11tl) beg and e. 'peet prescnts, (\ 'cr and aboy'e 
tiT r ~111ar "customs" or presents \\'hich arc gil'en to those 
, '" l'llrchase II certain amount of merchandisc; and there 

* \t the r.ltf' of ahont "id per rlay. 
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being no kind of protection, the disputes frequently run high, 
and often come to blows.* But this is sometimes the case, even 
on board: it was so last year, when the writer was at this place. 
Rum appears to be the curse of these people, and is the cause of 
many of these quarrels. If the sonninkeas (drinking and war 
people) know that rum is on board, they are immediately there; 
nor will they leave, either with good or bad words, until they 
have obtained some of this liquid fire: the consequence is, that 
many of the traders positively refuse to bring this article to 
Fattatenda, except in small quanti ties, as presents to the king 
of W oolli and Cabu j for if they leave St. Mary's with it on 
board, they will do their best to dispose of it before they reach 
this place. And if not another drop was ever permitted to be 
imported to the Gambia, it would be no small blessing to this 
part of the continent. Independent of this, there certainly 
needs some sort of protection for the European merchants and 
native traders. Government has been petitioned upon the sub· 
ject, but hitherto to no purpose. The merchants at Bathurst 
are so divided in opinion as to what ought to be the kind or 
amount of protection afforded, and to what part of the upper 
river that protection should extend, and, besides this, there is so 
li ttle unanimity amongst them on other subjects, that one or 
two efforts which they have made among themselves to prorlucc 
a better state of things, have entirely failed. 

The river here is about one hundred vards across, and at this 
season from two to three f3ithoms deep ; ·but the banks are high. 
and the water-marks of the last rains are from forty to fifty feet 
above its present level. The surronnding country is rather 
mountainous, and in some places rocky. It is so on the north 
side of the river, close to the water's edge, where the rock is 
upwards of one hundred feet in height, and where a small fort 
might be erected at a trifling expense. From the top of this hill 
an open and picturesque country, of a semicircular form, from 
east to south and south-west, is presented to view; and, far as 
the eye can reach, the beautiful Gambia is seen in its upward 

* On one occasion a native trader named Jacko, connected with onc of tIle 
meuchan!s at St. Mary'S, who has a store at this place, was so pestered "'ith these 
troublesome fello.ws, to whom be bad made several presents, but who still demanded 
morc, that, being unable to bear it any longer, he at length ran out to the yard. 
and fetched a piece of fire-wood, brought it into the store.room, and declared h' 
would set fire to the powder-magazine, and blow himself and them all to atoms, If 
they did not instantly leave the premises. This bold threat, which I beliel-e ,,"ouM 
have been put into . execution, had the desired effect, and he thus rid himself or' tllclf 
troublesome import,nnity. 
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course. The influence of the tide is felt beyond this place, as 
will be scen at a subsequent period. 

Fattatenda is supposed to be as far from Macarthy's I sland 
a. that is from St. Mary's, which, according to some, would 
make it six hundred miles from the Atlantic. But the distance 
is by no means so great. The latitude, notwithstanding the ser­
pentine course of the river, is about the same at Fattatenda as at 
its mouth; but the longitude, I believe, has never been taken . 
.l\facarthy's Island is said to be one hundred and seventy-five 
miles east from St. Mary's, so that probably the direct distance 
from the sea-coast to Fattatenda is about three hundred miles j 

but, tnking the river in its winding course, it cannot be much 
less than four hundred and fifty miles from the Atlantic, though 
bOllle writers think it is not so far. 

J II proceeding to give some account of this journey, the 
writer will now have to use the personal pronoun, when giving 
".·tracts from his journal j and his remarks will be confined, in 
gencral, to what was written at the time. 

Pattatcnda, Sunday, April Sth.-We arrived here last evening; 
_'ud being anxious to do something to-day for my Divine 
Mastul', and knowillg that all days are alike to these ignorant 
lIud degraded people, I emhraced an early opportunity of hold­
Ill;; '1ivine scrvice, before the busy hours of tradillg commenced. 
1 took 111y stand under some large trees on the south bank of 
j h,' 1'I\'er, anel preached to about twenty Mandingoes, from 
.Llhn iii. 11-, 13: "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
\\ tlJc.l'l1ess, even so must tbe Son of man be lifted up : that 
\ h'''lll'''cr belicveth in him should not perish, but have eternal 
Iii," 1 \ras much thnnkecl for it afterwards. Mr. Cupidon 
Pta,'. c<l at the closc of the sermon; and who knows but that 
"I\I"r' I!oocl may resnlt from tbis first attempt to benefit the 

,hie ~()n, of Ilam in the lJPper Gambia? 
!Jth.-,\ grcat deal of trade has been going on to-day, and, 

." lI~llnl, a little confusion anu. palavering, in which I thought 
II I'rlll1"llt to take no part. I had a COllYCrsation with an old 
nil il/i"', a, to his soul a11(l a future world j and among a 
1111'lher of shrcwd but irrelpyant replies, he said he knew more 

lil~ lilt this world than the ncxt, but that, if I would gIve him a 
doll.,r, II00th of tobaceo,* hc would leavc off drinklDg, and 

-- --,-~---------------

Tlll'1 1:-; the- .\mcrican leaf tohacco, ~('nt out in hogslleads, and is retailed by 
I ht hut small quantities are Mlld hy the number of heads or lca,"es. Tt bone 

Itt pit· nr1.iclcs of trade, and is purchased by the nathe-- to be userl as snuff, 
t ,h" h thr) manufacture it themselvrs. Yery ft;>w use it in an) other way. 

G G 
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turn to God. . I have to-day engaged a man as a carrier; and 
the harbour-master goes with us to MaLlina, where I hope to 
obtain a guide to Bondou from the king. 

lOth.-This morning I rose long before day-break, and, as 
soon as it was light, left Fattatenda. Although I had elldea­
vom·ed to take as few things as possible, yet, when we had 

·packed all up, making three large bundles, I had to hire another 
carrier: the Foulah interpreter carried one bundle, and the hired 
servants the other two; Cupidon and myself having a few small 
parcels on horseback. The wharfinger arrived early, but would 
not conduct us to the king of W oolli, unless I gave him 
another bunya (" present"). Having at length complied with 
his request, we set off j and about an hour's ride-principally 
over low clayish ground, the foot-path being very irregular, and 
much rent and torn up from the excessive heat- brought us to 
Bantonding; having left Bajakunda, through which I passed 
last year, a little to the right. Here we halted : it being the 
residence of Walley the wharfinger, and the next town being at 
a considerable distance, I was told we must remain here till 
towards evening, the people pointing to the place where the 
sun would be when we should start. I felt a little disappointed 
at so sudden a resting-place, but knew it would be in vain to 
argue the matter with them, as they themselves seldom or never 
travel any distance in the heat of the day. 

Having paid my respects to the alkaid, he presented me with 
a couple of kalas, and soon after sent us a small goat for break­
fast . Walley also presented me with a fowl, which he brought 
me to kill, as the Mohammedans never eat anything killed by 
the Pagans j but this office I conferred upon some one else. 
About eleven o'clock breakfast was ready, which consisted of 
several bowls of pounded corn made into a sort of kouskous, but 
not near so well seasoned as that which is made by the JoIlofs. 
However, I made a tolerably good meal; after which a portion 
of scripture was read, and prayer offered up to God for the 
inhabitauts of the town and the surrounding country, and for 
the Divine protection and blessing on the journey. 

Bantonding is a small town of Mandingoes, who are princi­
pally Pagans j and a few hundred yards to the left there is. n 
Foulah town of the same size j prohably both would COnt.RlIl 

about eight hundred souls; deeply sunk in ignorance, depral'lty, 
and superstition. In one of my walks through the town, three 
good-looking girls came and presented themselves before DIe, 
each holding in her hand a small piece of straw, which they 
desired me to take from the one whom I thought to be the roost 
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handsome. Not knowing at first what they meant, I took two 
of the straws, at which they had a hearty laugh. Soon after this, 
I met with a venerable-looking Mohammedan, who said he was 
very glad to see me, having heard of me a long time. He 
llsked me many times if I was well j and, when about to leave, 
the old man prayed that God anc1 the prophets might preserve 
me: during the prayer, and at the end of every sentence, the 
people present said, " Amin! amin! " at the same time striking 
their hands against their foreheads. When the prayer was 
over, the old marraboo spit on his hand, and drew it across his 
face; and thus ended this ceremony. 

About two "1'.111. there was a chase after an elephant by the 
Poulahs of the town close by, which they succeeded in cap­
turing j but I knew nothing of the affair t ill I saw a number 
<)f th" town's-people bringing-in large pieces of the flesh of this 
noble animal, which they say is very good. 

'Phe sun having considerably declined, I was anxious to pro­
ceed, and sent the alkaid a small present, wishing to know if he 
was ready, as he had iuformed me it was his duty to conduct me 
to the king. But an old 80nninke from Madina being in the 
(,ow n, in a state of intoxication, who was very desirous of accom­
panying us, the alkaid wished me to wait till he was gone j but 
thr fellow woulel not go till I went j and for some time I 
~tHrn' 11' I,new what to do, but at length agreed to wait for the 
1111 "i,l 1\., the CI'ening wns by this time far advanced, it was 
PI'''I)(»( d that we should start when the moon arose; but I 
pl'cti'lTcll rcmaining till early in the morning, to which the 
;dLli,1 rraclily agreed. '1'0 a late hour the inhabitants were 
\ "na~(l WIth their customary dancing, dmm-beating, &c. 

\1, he,l consist cd of a thin country mat placed upon the warm 
'"lIlld, my )Tanllingo frock or shirt was my pillow, and a 

}J{/. d •• ,,"\ hlanl,rt my bcdding; but I was quite warm enough 
tl", ~1"';ltlJr pal·t of the night lI'ithollt either of them. 

lltl, -.\t half P:.l"t four A.'I. we l'e-commenced our journey, 
lit' old ",OIl/lIidl' haring started dnrillg the night. .At eight 
o'('IIlPI. "P arril<:ll at Subakunch, a Julor town, which stands 
,. 'II UI1 Cllllncncc. The huts are built with mud, COl' creel with 
[I""cli; and two small portions of thc town are walled ronnd. 
Til I, .lti-r is fetched from H mllev ncarlv half a miie distant, 
\ b, '\ \' titefe is l' well about forty· feet d~ep, the lower part of 
,llIcit nppe<lrs to have been cut throngh a roek. )rany of the 
j" '1Ilalts ,,,!rc here, giving water to their cattle, and othcrs 

11,.:.1' 'II i'l washing their clothes. The iJlila)ntallts of thi, plaC!? 
\I.UltlillgOCS, though called J uiol", from their being np.arly 

:2 G 2 
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all traders in gold, which they obtain from Bambouk, Bambarra, 
and other places in the interior, and which they exchange at 
Fattatenda for European articles . They appear to be an intel­
ligent, warlike race; but are nevertheless very superstitious, 
being half dressed with greegrees. They were, however, ver], 
civil to me, as were all the people we have hitherto seen; 
being informed that I was a minister of the gospel, and had 
nothing to do either with traeJe or with war. Here we had to 
halt again till evening. The few things which we are carrying, 
consisting of clean linen, tobacco, and a few bafts as presents, 
with some beads to purchase provisions, and a considerable 
number of Arabic scriptul'es to give away, are still too hra,,! 
for our three people; and I have sent back to Fattatenda every 
thing which I could possibly spare. This arrangement Ifill 
enable the carriers to walk with more speed, and at the sa11le 
time prevent the appearance of our having merchandise, as the 
natives naturally suppose every thing we have are articles of 
commerce. 

A few minutes past five P .~f. we left Subakunda, accom­
panied a short distance by Tatta Fodey, a native mercbant or 
slatee, and one of the head-men of the town; and, a little before 
eight o' clock, arrived at Madina, the capital ofWoolli, the "hole 
of the way being through an immense forest, and the foot-path 

. being exceedingly narrow and crooked. I was again taken to 
the yard of Sandi, who is a kind of secretary of state: be was, 
as before, the worse fo1' liquor, as were several others who came 
to see us. Sandi told me that, as soon as he heard that I was 
coming, he immediately killed a goat,-that was my present: 
he was then anxious to know what I had brought for the king 
~.nd himself. Being made acquainted with the articles which 
I intended for His Majesty, he said he thought the king would 
not accept of them, especially as I had brought no rum ; anrl 
he was also of opinion that he would not allow me to proceed 
to Bondou, as there was some palaver between him and tht 
almamy, but which w~1l11d be settled in a few days, and tLen 
the king would inform me whether I could go or not. 
Although I knew something of the palaver here spoken of, 
yet I did not believe all that Sandi said: I knew that he was 
~ll this time seeking for a present for himself, in which be wa' 
greatly assisted by those around him: indeed, he told me that 
he would not conduct me to the king till he had receircd 
what he considered was his right. I offered him the "nlue of 
two dolbrs, which he refused ; I then proposed leaving tltt 
matter till the morning, as it was now getting late; with wIlle I 
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he readily complied, and immediately took the king's present, 
which consisted of two pieces of blue baft and a little tobacco. 
John Cupidon accompanied him, and brought back the king's 
compliments j and, soon after, H is Majesty sent me some 7co'us­
lwus and fowl for supper. Between eleven and twelve we 
retircd to rest, my bed being of the same construction as that 
of last evening, My people were quite discouraged j saying, if 
the king would not allow us to pass through his country till 
the pnlaver was settled, we had better return j to which I would 
!lot li"ten for a moment. Imleed, I was persuaded the king 
, ould allow me to movc on witho ut further interrnption j his 
f,~ar, 1 conceived, wonld be that if he prevented me from 
haying au interview with the powerful chief of Bondon, it 
lUight be attended with disagreeahle consequences to himself. 
I fml ever, on retiring to rest, I did not fai l most sincerely, 
iJ) prayer and supplication, to make my requests known nnto 
(jf)(l. 

12th.-We rose early j and thinking that Sandi would like 
t ,bacco hettel' than the beads which we presented to him last 
t cuing, wc gave him two dollars' worth j but he received it 
11 ilit great indifference: uor would he introduce us to the king, 
ulltil I had given him a piece of baft. 'rhis appeared to satis(y 
I lln , and \1 e at once procceded to the royal re ·idence. We 
tlllnd the old l,ing lounging upon his bcd iuside his hut j and I 
, " • as on the former occasion, seated beside him: the rest of 
.I" ""ll]HIlIy" squatted upon the floor. Being told that I was 

Oillt; to Bonclou. and that I called to pay my respects to him 
II til!' 11 ay, he answercd, "Yery good: you can go, and I hope 

( '<I \\ ill prl'servc you," lIe thcn asked, what was the object 
I, \ ISlt to Iloudoll j and bcing informed that it was upon 

II ,;llIlC business about which I came to see him last year, he 
1 ;11\ ," <'red, "'I cry gooJ." I then asked if he was still 

lJ Oil t" hm e a m issiouary in his kingdom j w hcn he replied 
1 I tIll' ~tllil'Jllali\'e, an<1 said that hc would give him ground, 
I h I' h) tl,p \1 liter-side, or farther inland, whichever we might 

1 1'.'1'. Oil takil1p: my kayc, the king said I might proceed on 
, It 'lit) ,,, SOtlll as 1 plca~ec1. 

I ,I, Illtcrl'lCW with Hi" sablc Majesty, after the report aud 
'''I' "\lee of last e1'(~lIing, was 'llllte "cfreshing, and I was 
11"" of Il'llying dirct:tly; but "'0 could not get away till 

1 l' ,llul \I LTC l1l'~'I')" thr "hole llay beset with a number of 
,HI' h,'g"ars. .\'\;ont fil'o l"~I.· ,,'e jJl'Ocecclcd to Barra­

I, I hr;;'l' m:JrraiJoo tow 11, about a mile cast frOlll the capi 
.1 I" I teol, lip our abode 11ith the all"aid. By this time T was 
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very hungry, having eaten but little the last two days; and just 
as I was looking out for a fowl, our landlord presented me with 
one; but before it was cooked, I was glad to eat a handful or 
two of ground-nuts. My bed to-night was upon the bentang, 
having over it a conical roof, as I thought it would be a little 
more free from lizards and other reptiles, which abound in this 
place. 

Madina, the capital of the kingdom of Wooili, lies due north 
from Fattatenda, about twenty-five miles distant. It is a 
respectable walled town, and contains about twelve hundred inha­
bitants, the greater part of whom are sonninkeas. The wail is 
about eight feet high, and has three entrances or gates, between 
each of which the ground outside is excavated several feet deep: 
the wells aTe all inside. The name of the present king is 
Mansa Koi: his residence and dress ordinarily differ hut little 
from the rest of the natives. He is rather stout, and is about 
sixty years of age, baving reigned thirteen years. His prede. 
cessor, whose name was Faring, reigned upwards of twenty 
years; and the one preceding bim was" the good old king" 
mentioned by Mungo Park, when here towards the end of 
1795. But in Park's second journey, in 1805, his friend, the 
former king of W ooili, had died; and having then a large 
escort, the new king demanded presents in proportion. Two or 
tlu'ee of the old men with whom I conversed have a distinct 
recollection of that celebrated traveller. 

In 1818, Major Gray took Madina in his route, in proceeding 
to the interior; and he was greatly annoyed at the insults, and 
even assaults, committed upon some of his men. "Such a bare­
fared and determined set of thieves they never met." Matters 
at one time ran so higb, that the commander" ordered the men 
to load and fall in;" and on another occasion "the bugles 
sounded to arms;" but a collision was happily prevented; and 
having added considerably to the presents, and at length 
obtained guides, they left" that nest of thieves." 

I am not aware that any European has visited this place since 
:lVf ajar Gray, which is now twenty years ago. The appearance 
and site of the town have not, during that time, undergone any 
material alteration, nor, indeed, for nearly tbe last balf century ; 
for Mungo Park, in his first visit to Maclina, describes it sub· 
stantially as the major has done, and as it is also described by 
the writer of this work. 'l'he" eight hundred to a thousand 
houses" mentioned by Park, is probably an error of the press or 
of the pen. 

13th.-Weare waiting here (Barrakunda) for Babukar, a 
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man of some note, who resides with the celebrated Moham­
medan priest at J ume, the second or third town in Bondou. 
Happening to be here, and being strongly recommended to me 
as a gUlde, I have agreed to wait till he returns from Fattatenda, 
w I11Ch is expected to be this evening. 

,Ye are here rather indifferently supplied with provisions : 
the people seem very poor, which is generally the case with 
those towns contiguous to the capital. There are a few sheep 
and goats running about; but the pric~ they ask for them is 
vcry high, and withal we have not the articles they want in 
('Xchnnge for them. The inbabitants eat pounded corn, made 
iuto a kind of pudding, and very seldom t aste animal food. 
Ollr landlord lives upon this, and presents us with the same; 
Lut myself and two others of our company cannot touch it: 
W('I'C it not for a little tea and sugar which I have with me, I 
should be uncomfortable: this, with half a partridge, has been the 
'r holc of my subsistence to-day. Well, I ought not to com­
plain; and especially on such a day as this: it is Good-Friday; 
and I haye not forgotten, that on this day" for me the Saviour 
di~fl." "Ve have endeavoured to improve it ourselves as well as 
\\ u coulu, by reading, singing, and prayer; and this evening I 
a<lJ\'I ~sed a few of the marraboos upon the all-important subject 
"f' Chri~t crucified. One of them sprang from his seat, and went 
a f("IV yards from mc, saying to one of his fellows, "Mind, he is 
'olllg to warn us now." God grant they may take warning 
btl' I'C it bc too late ! 

1 Uk-During the night ome strangers, or travellers, called, 
H HI asl,cd fur lodgings, The alkaid was some time before he 

l'lIl<1 'Hlmit them, saying that his yard was full of strangers. 
\.t d,ly-brcak we found that the principal man was a messenger 

I til the king of Salum, (between Goree and St. Mary's,) to 
h alnlalll)' of Bondou, and that he was returning from the 

1>1 IT 1'1.1<':(', >lith a couple of men from the almamy, About 
111111 \ 'I, l~abllkar arriycd from Fattatenda j so that I was in 
I '11', "i' ka'ing III the evening; but was disappointed, as he 
s ,[(I }'" ('onM not aecoml';my me till his busiiles~ ,yitu the king 

" I 'tkd, which he would get done as soon as possible. 
1'1", t')\\11 is much larger than It was when I was here last 

" I lwsillcs hal'ing a godtl clay ,,'all built all round it, with six 
, r ' ' "11 f ntranccs. 'l'bc wells are outside, "here there are also 
t [," 1ll1l1'l' scattered hnt~, 'l'he ground, for some dl,tance 

1<1 :\Iadina and this place, is cultimted during the millS 
I It corn and ricl', cottOH and gronnU-HlltS: the cotton they 

(' d ,t into country paynes, which they u~e, or exchange for 
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European goods: they also dispose of the ground-nuts, and 
some of the corn, in like manner, to the traders at Fattatenda. 
The inhabitants of .this marraboo town aTe much more indus­
trious and frugal than the Pagans of Madina, who live princi­
pally by begging and plunder. 

The rite of circumcision has recently been perfOTmed upon a 
number of youths from this and the neighbouring town. They 
are located under the shade of a large tree, about half a mile 
from this place, with their m3lts to sleep upon; and their pre­
sent residence is enclosed by a temporary fence of wattled straw 
or grass. Tliey have two or three attendants, in the capacIty 
of surgeon and cooks; and a considerable portion of their time 
is occupied in singing, clapping hands, and dancing. I am told, 
there are sixty-nine in this group, some few having left: these 
are remaining, until all have recovered. Dr. Winterbottom, in 
his account of Sierra-Leone, has some interesting remarks on 
this aucient ceremony: he states, that circumcision is in use 
among the females in some parts of the Coast, though not in 
the neighbourhood of that colony; and M ungo Park mentions 
the fact, that « both sexes, whether Bushreens or Kaffirs, 011 

attaining the age of puberty, are circumcised." In this instance, 
however, they were all boys. 

We have again to-day been but s'cantily supplied with food ; 
but our laudlord having presented us with a sheep ihis even­
ing, we are quite in good spirits. 

Sunday, 15th.-This is Easter-day; and I have been much 
interested and blessed in reading the account of the Saviour's 
resurrection, as given by the four evangelists. After breakfast 1 
l'ead and explained, in a large hut full of people, the first chapter 
of Genesis, In praying afterwards, I llad considerable libertv; 
the people were very attentive, thanked me sincerely, hoped 
God would bless and preserve me on my journey, give me long 
life, &c, 

Finding that our expected guide will probably have to wait 
several days longer, we have agreed to go on to the llext town 
this evening, as he will most likely overtake us before we come 
to Jume. On leaving, I presented the alkaid with my blanket, 
as it was an article he vel'y much wanted, and I stood in DO 
great need of it. Three hours' r id! brought us to Bambako, 
having travelled south-east by east. We passed one FOlllah 
town about mid-way: the path was varied, principally over a 
hard yellow clay soil, mixed with small quartz pebbles, aDd 
much bl'oken into deep ruts by the rains. In aile place it was 
so steep and rod,:', that I had to dismount. 
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Bambako is somewhat celebrated as the residence of Man­
tamlJa, the king's general, or head-warrior. He was not at 
home when we arrived, but was expected during the evening. 
Major Gray reckons this place to be thirteen miles from Madilla. 
I thought it was not quite so far: probably mine was a some­
'ihat nearer route than t hat which he took. 

I Gth.- W e rose early, and left a small present with our land­
lord for l\Iantamba; * but when we called to see him, he was in 
a state of intoxication, not having been in bed all night. H e 
ncvcrtlleless received us cordially, but'said I could not go yet, 
;\b lie had not given me any thing; and that, if I wished to 
remain a month, I was welcome; and much more to the same 
dIect I was therefore obliged to wait the day, or a part of it 
nt least, till this man recovers from his revelry: so I returned to 
my lodgiugs. In about an hour after this he came, to give me 
, compliment," as he called it, bringing with him a griot, with 

a h'"b"e fiddle, and a number of attendants. He immediately 
(~u\llmellced dancing, and put his body and features into all 
;orts of attitudes. Soon after this, he came a second time, and 

ished me to see a bullock, which he had ordered to be killed 
us a present for mc. 

Dambako was described by Major Gray as " a very misflrable 
I ilhgc, not containing more than twenty buts of the poorest 
description." It ll as, however, since that period, much im­
p]"(1r~(l, being now a walled town, with some good native houses 
,llId ton:" and contains from eight hundred to one thousand 
'(}lll~, Ilrnrly all Pagans. I find that Tatta Fodey is here wait­
Ill;": for l\fantamha to go to Macuna about the palaver with 
1\ llidoll, which is in substance this: Some time ago, a cal'avan 
'. ,J r,,"hcd betwcen ]3ollllou and Fattateuda; and the allllamy 
b:I\ ''':2: heanl that ~omc of the 'Yoolli people were connected 
I, I' II the I'obhrry, he demands the value of the stolen goods 
II "\I i" ' I, in:; ol'"Woolli, 

[,I thi, (U\\'ll T ~~II' two of those rarities of the human species, 
'11< ,I h.1 (ite \landillgoes "Funne," and by the Spanish 

" \ Ibi.ws," or wllitc K egroes, I had seen one of these singular 
I 'III 'at ~uhakll1l(la, in my jOlU"uey to :i\Iadina last year At 

! \1 al') '" too, a member of our society and her husband are 
I",til IeI') dark; yct she has had two or till'ee children who were 

l'lw !Il.llur pCl:o-nn mentioned by Park. in l.is s(,cOl~d JOlll'ney, among others to 
"Oltl lit' ~a\t· prc'S('lIts. as follows ;-" To \ Iantamha. the king\. own son. umher. 

\..) 10 llar~.'· lie "a~ then a yt.lung l:~all, and rrohilhly resided <II 

~ • t J 11.1 
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perfectly white: one of those I also saw; but neither of them 
lived long. In the two instances at Bambako, they are both 
females; the one about twenty-five years of age, and the other 
fifteen: they are sisters, and their parents have other children 
quite black. They appeared sickly; but I was told that they 
are healthy and strong, and as capable of work as any of the 
others, which I very much question. The elder I saw at the 
well, drawing water, and she was remarkably robust; but they 
both suffer greatly from the bite of sand-flies, musquitoes, &c. 
Mr. Mollien, when at Foota J allon, speaks of "a young Albi­
no" whom he saw, and was informed that the Blacks malTY 
these women, and that they bear children, and that, when 
united to men of their own colour, the offspring of this union 
are as white as themselves. Here I was informed to the can· 
trary. They associate, it is true, with the others in their juve­
nile sports ; but they are generally diseased, and of an nnsightl.v 
appearance; and the men look upon them, as one e:s:pressed 
himself to me, as " a wonderful thing," or something out of the 
common course of nature; adding, very significantly, in refer. 
ence to the two in this town, " They will never obtain husbupds 
as long as they live." 

A little before six P.M. Mantamba having awoke from a few 
hours' sleep, I immediately sent John Cupidon, our landlord, 
and Bukana, with a little tobacco as a present, and an order all 
Fattatenda for one piece of blue baft, stating that I "ll"ished to 
proceed on my journey. They found him at the store-door, seek­
ing after more rum. He thanked me for the present; and said 
I might go, and he hoped God would go with me, and preserve 
me, but that he should come and see me before I started. On 
hearing the latter part of the message, and fearing that if he 
came he would press me to wait till morning, I instantly 
saddled my pony, and off we started; and two hours' ride 
bronght us to Kanipe, having passed two small Foulah towns Oil 

the way . 
17th.-Kanipe * is a walled town, diagonally formed with an 

outward fence of stakes aud prickly bushes. There is also in 
the interior a sort of citadel or fort, within which the alkaid and 
a few others reside. There is one well inside the town, and 
another without. I was desirous of leaving the place this 
morning; but our landlord and a few others entreated us so 

* Ment.ioned by Park and Gray, both of whom found great difficulty in obtailliug 
water, not from its scarcity, but from the people alleging that it was their pro­

per ty, and they must be paid for it ! 
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earnestly to t arry a short time, that I have promised to wait till 
evening. 

We this forenoon obtained a good breakfast of rice and fowl, 
and afterwards read a portion of holy writ, and offered up 
prayer to the God of all our mercies. Some of the children at 
this place had never seen a white man before, and the mothers 
amused themselves and frightened their offspring by bringing 
them to see mc, when the infants especially began to scream 
out most lustily. The inhabitants here are mostly sonninkeas ; 
anrl we have been complimented during the day with a couple 
of griots. There is another town about a mile and a half dis­
tant, in the neighbourhood of which there are a number of lads 
from this place, who have recently submitted to the rite of 
circumcision. 

TIctween five and SL,( P.M. we proceeded on our journey. 
After travelling about two miles we passed a village called 
Sntuba, and four miles further we came to Dirma, where we 
halted for the night. Dirma is a small dirty town, with a loose 
"tockade fence, and the people are a mixture of J ollofs and Teu­
colors: how they came here they cannot tell. Here we were 
told that three days ago a man with his family (consisting of his 
,,-ife, one son, and two daughters) left this place for the next 
t01nJ ou his ,ray to Bondou, where he was going with some 
('atll,', and was attacked by some Foota Torro Foulahs j and 
(1lOugh he was" ounded from 11 shot, yet he and his son suc­
I"LTllc:d in driving them off. About midnight we had a good 
"'[Iller of kouskollS, and, as usual, then spread a mat upon 
utI nr("8 carpet, com mended ourselves to God, and went to 
j.{.p. 

l"th.-"-e started at day-break for Walufarra : this place 
]" i Be; at a considerable distance, we carried water with us. 

I . rly {(lUi' hours' ride through an immense woorl, east south­
e'l.,t and cast, brought us to our destination. \Valufarra is a 
~1I1,,1l lUiscmhle-looking village, seated upon 11 l-ateh of rising 
t:\'IlItJ;rl 1[e)'r we could obtain nothing fol' either man or beast. 
'1''', ratlIe had been remo\cu to better pasturage, so that we 

)[1;,1 obtain no milk; and they hau neither fowls nor rice. 
'1'111',1' "erc a few goats' but thev wanted coral or amber for 
tl"'II1, lil'ithcr of which h~d we in o·ur po~session. The bees had 
.. ·"t illlo thc watcr at the wcll, and wcre swimming about in 
'''I'h ntllnbers that the poor hol'sc~ conld not obtain a drink; 
.1Id thc small quantity of that prccious liquid which was iu the 

1111\ 11 1\ as so unpleasant, that I coulu not drink it. Thinking 
! h'lt a httlc tea and sugar would make it morc palatable, I had 
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a small quantity boiled; but even then I was foil ed awl dis­
appointed; for the bees, smellin g the sugar, beset me in such 
mult itudes, from all quarters, that I was obliged to gi"e it up. 
\I\T e therefore immediately re-saddled, and pushed on to ihe 
next town, Tambakunda, h aving kept my mouth moist by 
occasionally plucking a cool green leaf from some part of the 
thicket through which we passed. T wo hours and a half, east 
north-east, brought us to this place, somewhat fatigued, hungry, 
and thirsty. Here we were well received, and were told that 
we should have every thing we needed; but it was nine o'clock 
in the evening before supper was ready. However, I was 
thankful for it th en, having taken nothing all day save olle 
kola-nut. The distance from Dirma to this place I consider to 
be about twenty-two miles; but Cupidon thought it a great deal 
more. 

19th.-We are waiting here (Tambakunda) for the arrival of 
a man whom I sent from Dirma to F attatenda, for a few more 
goods, as I fear I shall have little or nothing worth presenting 
to the almamy, by the time we reach Boolli bany. 

Tambakunda is a respectable walled town, with four 
entrances. There are a number of loop-holes in different parts 
of the wall, and at the door-ways there is a sort of scaffolding 01' 

platform, with additional loop-holes at the top, where a flanki ng 
fire could be maintained. The people here, as in almost 
every place we have passed, are constantly talking about the 
intense heat of the sun in Bondou; saying, Nying tilo aning 
Bondou tilo ma kiling, "'1'he sun here and that of Bondou arc 
not one." Many of the inhabitants, particularly the women and 
children, who have never seen an European hefore, gaze upon 
me in astonishment, with th eir hnnds uplifted to their mouths; 
and on my taking a walk, or moving towards them, they scam­
per off in all directions, as if I was something more or less thall 
human. 

rfhe man froIH l~a ttatenda having returned, we presented aUf 

lamllord and the alkaid with a little tobacco; and at twen!), 
minutes befol'e fi ve P .~l. we again mo\ied on, in company with II 

small cafila , cOllsisting of three men and. two asses, who arc 
going to some part of Bondou. The asses started "ery badJy at 
first, but afterwards went on at a tolerabJe rate. ,Ve hal'e 
found the Mandingo lan guage, for some days past, some\\'h~t 
different from what it is in the lleighbourhood of Macarthy s 
Island, and lower down the Gambia, some of the words harlng 
quite a different meaning; and Cupidon himself, who is a 
JolIof, is frequently at a loss. The multiplicity of langunges I' 
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a great obstacle in learning anyone of them while travelling in 
tllis way. lYe are now nine in company j and in the course of 
a few minutes no less tban five languages are spoken. 

'rhe next town being at a considerable distance, we again car­
ried water j and having travelled four hours, which was considered 
little more than half way, we halted, and rested in the depth of 
the forest, close to the road-side. Having each taken a hearty 
draught of water from the 80011'00 (leathern bag), and com­
mcuded ourselves to God, we lay down. A payne upon the 
IraI'll! ground was my bed, and a bag containing some tobacco 
was my pillow. We had no fire kindled j but I slept tolerably 
well, and without much apprehension, either from wicked men 
or wild animals, though both are frequently prowling about in 
this ,,·ildcrness. Some of our party spent a sleepless night j 
but whether from fear, or from other causes, I canuot say. A leo­
pard 'I as heard during our repose, ill addition to elephants and 
lions, and a variety of other animals, both wild and tame, with 
which this locality abounds. I was told of one, though but 
rarely seen, which, as far as I could gather from the description, 
appears to he the beautiful zebra. 

20th.-A little after three o'clock this morning the moon 
:lI'OSC, and "'e again pursued our onward course, aided by 
nature's lanterlJ, a very useful and necessary guide. Being 
, thC',' sleepy, I commenced singing,-

" In darkest shades if Thou appear, 
My dawning is begun: 

ThOll art my soul's bright morning-star, 
And Thou my rising sun." 

I; I' .listnrbed a tribe of large monkeys, many of which came 
" lIC~1' to tiS, and chattered most earnestly. Three hours' 
. I. bl'Ouglit LIS to I~otchair, (probably the Koojal' of Park,) where 
I L.tlll'd under a tree ncar the town; aud the head-man, whom 

h,',) hnc call <r king," prc en ted LIS with a goat, which was very 
'I('I'('Ptahl,', Kntchair is fortified in the common African man-
11(', hi a ,"rrllltllding hidh wall built of clay, \1 ith several doo\'­
, ,,01' cnt r:lllCC'". whIch arc generally closed at night, It is 
,I,.' 1:I_t town in the kingdom of 'Yoolli j and the head-man 
hI 1, the ""llle of chief or king probably from it being <1 con-
I.!. I ,hi.' ,Ii<tancc fr'lm the seat of governmeut_ 

in the evcning we came to NOllday, the fl'o.Jtier town of 
b.lllllon, and Irere well rcceiyed by OUl' landlord , This place i. 
1 I,g and narrow, with large yards attached to each residence; 
[J\II, u .. ltI·.c most other places throllg-h which we hal-c passed, it 
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has no kind of fence round it. The inhabitants arc Teucolors, 
and were busily employed in bringing in large herds of cattle. 
H ere I obtained as much milk as I could drink, and a good 
supper of fowl and kouskous. 

2Ist.-About four miles this morning east by north brought us 
to J ulan gal, a large Serrawoolli town, about half a mile long. 
There are a few of the pastoral or wandering Foulahs close br, 
with their temporary bee-hive-looking habitations. The people 
here make the earthen jars, and here also, I was told, there is 
an Albino female; but I did not see her. 

As our people were becoming rather fatigued, we tarried here 
till evening; when two hours' ride due east brought us to Jume, 
another Serrawoolli town, somewhat noted as being the resi­
dence of a learned marraboo priest named Kabba, who has 
scholars from different parts of the country. He was busy with 
his pupils, but immediately came to give us a hearty welcome, 
and soon after he sent me three fowls. Here our guide gave a 
history of our proceedings, from Kanipe, where he met with us, 
to this place. After he hnd done, the priest commenced a 
prayer for us, the people, with their haJnds upon their foreheads, 
as on the former occasions, saying at the end of every sentence, 
« Amin, amin!" 

Sunday, 22d.- I rose this morning from my earthy bed a 
little indisposed, having taken a slight cold the previous night 
while sleeping at N ouday. After breakfast, a portion of scrip· 
ture was read, and prayer offered up to Almighty God, on 
behalf of ourselves and of the demoralized inhabitants of this 
place, many of whom were present in our large hut. The 
priest was busy all the day, so that I had not an opportunity of 
speaking to him till the evening; when I presented him with a 
handsomely-bound Arabic Testament, and held n lengthy con­
versation with him, on the subject of experimental religion, in 
the presence of a large congregation; but he is, like the Jewish 
rabbi, an utter stranger to the new birth, and, like that master 
in Israel, said, in effect, « How can these things be?" 

23d.-W e rose early, and went to the priest, to procure 11 

guide, which he had promised us to Boollibany, the capital of 
Bondou; but he was not ready, so that we waited till the 
afternoon. Soon after the interview I accompanied this Moham­
medan scribe to see his brother, who was sick; at whose request 
I prayed, and was truly bleRsed while commending him and all 
the inhabitants of the town to the care of their heavenly Father. 
I afterwards sent him some medicine. 

J ume is nearly as large as J ulangal; but the people are )lot 
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so clean, nor do they appear so intelligent j yet they were 
eqnally curious to see me, and I could scarcely move without 
being surrounded by numbers of them. They are principally 
followers of the false prophet, and have a large mosque, which I 
saw j but I was not permitted to enter it. This place is one of 
the strongholds of the Mohammedan creed j and I was forcibly 
reminded of St. Paul's discourse at "Mars' hill," when he stood 
and said, "Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye 
me too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your 
elevotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE 
I NKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, 
him declare I unto you." (Acts xvii. 22, 23.) This also I have 
cndeavoured to do here. 

A little before five P.M., tbe guide being ready, I immediately 
mUiluterl, and we were in the act of starting j but the prie t 
thought proper first to give us his blessing, which he did by 
t,tking hold of my hands while on horseback, and saying some­
thing" hich I did not understand j but the people around us 
"cn' all attention, and thcy stood looking with both their hands 
op,'ucd as if they expected something to fall from the clouds at 
the close of the ceremony j and, as before, they all said, « Amin, 
(//111/1 In "We now proceeded, upwards of one hundred of the 
wl'abitallts, men, women, and children, following us, sometimes 
completely surrounding my horse, wishing me to shake hands 
with tIll III. I did so until I was tired j and was ultimately 
ohligrrl to gallop off'. We travelled about twelve miles east, and 
(,<l111e to b\ 0 straggling vi.llages, at one of which we halted j and, 
1'0, the lin,t time ince my lea\'ing Fattatenda, I slept inside a 
1 ut,.. the Inst day or two the north-east breeze has been rather 
,0, I dUJ'ing the night. 

'!tit -Xine luilcs' journcying this morning brought us to 
'!.,i, haying pass cd one or two, iUagcs on the way. Here we 

II ,lI nt, ",tll ,ome dcgree of certainty, that the almamy is pre­
l' '1'11l~ for wnf,-with whom we do not know j but twenty men 
I t t];i~ phCI' :C'0stcrday to assist ou the occasion. In the cvcn­
Ill" 'Ill com,,' \Ias ca,t-llorth-,,~~t lind cast-sonth-east for about 

11,1('". OUl' lanc\lnl'fl here fC'ceiI'C'd us rather coolly. At 
I I\(' obtained a little milk for some heads j but the -people 
J. sllch miserable drop" each time, that thc "hole of it 
:r .. 1\- enough for a cat. 

t ll. --lleing milch bettcr to-day, OUl' tfay(;lling "as plea~al1t. 
t' "Io'socl seH'ral bcds of dark-coloured ~toue, through a d,YCf­

t ('lIntt'r of hill and dale, vast numbers of partrillgcs and 
11<: '- \ Is being seen ncar to the foot-path, 'lThich "as sume-
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times covered with loose brushwood; and ou our right anrlleft 
were trees of various kinds, those of the acacia species, the 
tamarind, and monkey-bread being numerous: the fruit of the 
latter is used by tbe natives as all astringent, and of the former 
for the opposite purpose. Twelve miles east-south-east and east 
brought us to a small scattered town named Gallordie, having 
passed two or three others on the way, in the vicinity of which 
the people were preparing their farms, as the rainy season is 
approaching. At this place we took up our ab'ode for a short 
time under the shade of a large tree, where a Foulah was busily 
employed in making small boards for the school-boys to write 
upon; and some of the women were making country soap, which 
is manufactured with a mixture of ground-nuts, the ashes of 
burnt trees, water, and palm-oil. These four articles are put 
into an earthen pot, and exposed to the SUIl to melt. Whether 
the sun has that effect upon them or not, I am unable to say; 
but I saw the. materials so placed, and the water was then warm. 

At half-past four P .M. we left Gallordie, and in a few minutes 
came into a deep ravine: to our right was the dry bed of a broad 
river, and for a mile our path was very steep and rugged. Ten 
miles brought us to Goodeerie, the residence of our guide: our 
course, two-thirds of the way, was east-south-east, and then by 
a sudden turn east-north-east. On the new moon making Its 
appearance this evening, the 1\IIohammedan part of our company 
did not fail to welcome it, by instantly turning to it as we were 
journeying, crossing their faces with their hands, and using some 
kind of prayer. On reaching home, otlr guide was imm ediatel.v 
welcomed and congratulated by numbers of his friends and 
neighbours, among whom were two g1·iots. Between ten ann 
eleven we obtained a good supper of kouskous, with a little fowl, 
which was very acceptable; we having had nothing last evening, 
and our breakfast this morning consisting of only a handful or 
two of roasted ground-nuts. 

26th.-Here we rest to-day, waiting for Saljo, our guide, 
whose father acted ill that capacity to Major Gray some twent)' 
years ago. I t is a small town of Serrawoollies, most of the 
inhabitants being engaged in trade. The well which we passed 
last evening is a few hundred yards distant, near to which there 
is a kind of watch-box, made of mud and clay, where the hunter 
of wild animals fixes himself during the night; and when thcs'~ 
come to drink, he places his gun through one of the loop-holes, 
and the animal is soon in his possession. 

This morning a caravan of Moors arrived here, on their \rny 
t o Fattatenda. They are from Kaarta, and have with them as a 
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guide Bakarra, a nephew of the kin g of that place; and from 
the alma my they obtained another to the banks of the Gambia. 
Bakarra is an intelligent young man, and appeared anxious that 
T should pay his uncle a visit; t o which I should have no objec­
tion, did time permit. 

27th.- We had a little rain during t he night; and did not 
start till past eight o'clock this morning. We passed several 
Foulah Yillages, and rested at a scattered town named Fittin­
yibbe about nine miles from Goocleerie. Here we purchased 
soml' fo,ds and rice, and about four o'clock sat down to a good 
meal; immediately after which, we moved on, the surface of the 
country being more even and better enltivated. We passed 
through several more little villages; and, after a journey of about 
eight miles, we came to Dandudy, where the head-man appeared 
nfraid to receive us lest we should be expensive to him. Here 
I thrcw myself down upon a mat on the ground, drank a hearty 
draught of water, commended myself to the kind care of my 
lH>ovenly Father, and went to sleep. 

28th.-"lYe rose at day-break, and again pursued our way, 
cast north-east; sOllie parts of the path being exceedingly steep, 
'mrl others the reverse. We passed several pits of red and 
willte clay, two towns, and halted at a third, named Fettibooki. 
II erc thc hut appropriated to our use was occasionally nsed as a 
I'CI. for sheep and goats; and our landlord very unceremoniously 
brought one of the latter, and fastened it to a stake while some of 
11' \ crc inside. Having tarried here for a few hours, given the 
l,or. I S provender, and partakcn of an humble but hearty repast, 
I' fearcd the family-altar in our mean abode, and then pushed 
Oll till' ahout tcu miles, when we reached the mueh-wished-for 
llo"lIihany. "~c took up our lodgings with an uncle of our 
_ uille, at one of thp small villages contiguous to the royal tOWll, 
• \{' I'-rl'l' informed the almamy "as from home, and that, if 
H' Ioc],,;t·.! in the capital, we should probably be much annoyed 
hy a multiturl£' of hcggars. 

SllnllllY, ~()th.-Boollibany This has been a singular 
s bbath-,lny ; hut T hop!' I hllVf~ discharged my duty as a herald 
oj t IlC cros. of C'hrist, as far n~ it ,,-as practicable. The almamy 
(tlr illlaum) being encamped at a small town about six miles 
distant, and expecting to lca'-e to-morrow on some plundering 
r I" "iliun, I was reluctantly compelled to pay him a visit to­
d I -. Having arrived at the place, south south-east, pa~sillg 
• '\ eral small villages Oll the way, I waited about an hour before 
I· made his appearancc, he having, in thc mean time, sent one 
01 1m priests with his compliments. On being introduced, I 

II II 
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found H is Majesty with about two hundred and fifty of his 
principal counsellors, warriors, and priests, within a large square 
yard surrounded by a wall, a temporary tent having been erected 
to screen them from' the heat of the sun. Being seated near the 
sable monarch, upon a sheep-skin, with my interpreter by my 
side, I made known to him, in as few words as possible, the 
nature and objeCt of my journey. I stated to him that, as a 
minister of the gospel from England, stationed at the Gambia, I 
was anxious to know something of the country, people, and lau­
guages contiguous to the place of my residence, that, as soon as 
possible, I might commence missions among them j that I had 
visited the kingdoms of Barra, N yani, W oolli, and other places, 
whose kings and chiefs were favourably disposed toward us; and 
that I had now paid a visit to Bondou for the same purpose. 

The almamy said the object appeared very good; but he, with 
several of the elders around him, wished to know what it was 
that I should teach, and if it was the same religion as Moham­
medanism: to which I answered in the negative; adding that I 
did not find such a name in my Bible. This led to a number of 
other questions; such as, « Do you face the east when you 
pray ? How many years is it since the birth of Moses' 
And how long is it since Mohammed wrote the Koran ?" &c. 
The almamy then wished me to state to them, without interrup­
tion, the substance of that which I taught or preached. Hold­
ing a beautiful Arabic Bible in my hand, I commenced by say· 
ing, "The contents of this book are" - I then gave an out· 
line of the principles of our holy religion, explaining the fall of 
man,-the universal depravity of human nature,-the necessity 
of a change of heart,-God's love to men in the gift of his Son, 
-repentance, faith, and holiness,-future rewards and punish. 
ments, &c. The doctrine of atonement was something so new 
and strange to them, that, when dwelling upon that sub· 
ject, the almamy himself interrupted me through the inter· 
preter, by asking, with some degree of astonishment, Ako di? 
Alta ding sa.2 Wo ma tonyalamu! "Wbat does he say ? God's 
Son die? That cannot be true!" This great « mystery of 
godliness, God manifest in the flesb," I endeavoured to exphuJI 
as well as I could, and assured tbem all tbat it was" a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation;" that I had long felt its 
truth in my own heart, wbich made me happy j and that Gar! 
had given his Son to bleed and die for the black man as well as 
for the white, he being no respecter of persons. I felt a sacrct! 
pleasure in thus exhibiting to tbese desperadoes the vast supe· 
riority of the Christian religion to the absurd and de!Uol'ah~Jfig 
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system of Mohammedanism. The almamy then wished me to 
tell them what God had told t hem to do, and what not to do. 
This gave me an excellent opportunity of dwelling at consider­
able length upon the Decalogue; which I did, and particularly 
upon those parts of it that I knew to he very applicable to those 
around me, relating to adultery, murder, t heft, sabbath-break­
i.ng, &c. When I had concluded, strange to say, the almamy 
answered, that what I had said was all very good and true; but 
they liked their own religion best. I told them that they were 
certainly in error in preferring Mohammed to Christ, and that 
It 'I as a dangerous error: the judgment-day would prove the 
truth of all I had said, but it would then be too late. The 
almamy, in summing up his reply, in answer to the object of 
my visit, said, they were all glad to see me, they loved me very 
DJ l1eh, and I might visit any part of Bondou at any time; and 
wltcn I was ready to commence a mission, I must select the 
place, and then come and let him know.' "But," said he, "we 
"annot leave our religion: we must follow Mohammed." 

It was deeply affecting to me to look upon these human 
l}cilJgs, professing to love God, yet having their spears, fire­
arms, poisoned arrows, and cutlasses by their sides, prepared for 
battle at a moment's notice, and every day receiving additions 
t .. their force: nor could I satisfy my conscience, or leave the 
('"mI' till I had told the almamy of the impropriety and sinful­
III '8 of such proceedings, and urged him, by all that was dear, 
(, ahandoJl the project. 

J twas ,1 critical moment. I was in the midst of a band of 
h:d['-Sal.lges, all armed, the almamy himself having a spear at 
lll~ ri;.::ht hnnd, and a double-barrelled gun at his left; and my 
('xl'pllimt assistant was fearful that if I said any thing against 
theIr g:oing- to war, T should not only get myself into difficulties, 
hilI. ver? like!} be 8t once taken out of a ,vorld of trouble by 
lJl'lll~ ill,tantly ~hot, or by some other means be put to death . 
But it seellled '1~ if I heanl the Saviour's arldress to the first 
.ni, ional'i('~, "He not afraid of them that kill the bod'\' and 
aft. r that ha"e no more that they can do;" (Luke xii. 4;/ ~nd, 
.. Lo T alll with yon allnr\", even nnto the end of the world." 
( Intt. '. ,iii. 20.j Certai~jy a more than ordinary degree of 
nornl courage was impartcd; and I said to the interpreter, 
, Hl sure) ou communicate all that I say to the almamv; and if 
I I.tll ut his feet, my hlood will be the 'seed for the fir~t Chris­
tl: 1 church in thc kin~dom of Bondou." It was the sabbath 
, 1,1, and I was a ",,' esleyan missionary; anrt thou~h far away 

frow an ' civilized country, I was resoh'ed, at the ri,k of life, to 
2 H 2 
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raise my voice against the.iniquity and horrors of such plunder­
ing expeditions, the sad effects of which I had more than once 
seen with my own eyes. Here were two hundred and fifty war­
riors, who had left the royal town, with their chief at their head, 
deliberating what place to attack, and the plan to be adopted, 
and only waiting the arrival of more strength, which was daily 
pouring in from all parts of the kingdom, and then the inha­
bitants of some peaceful village or populous town, would be sur­
prised, seized, and taken into captivity, or murdered on the 
spot! 

H aving, therefore, finished my own part of the business, and 
presented the almamy with a couple of pieces of baft, some 
tobacco, and a very bandsome morocco-bound gilt-edged Arabic 
Bible, and thanked him 'for the kind reception he had given me, 
and for his permission to cpmmence a mission in his territories, 
in the most respectful manner I said, "I have one request to 
make before I leave, which is this : Having heard that the 
almamy was preparing for war, he will very much oblige mc, 
and I hope it will be pleasing to God, if he will abandon the 
idea, and return to his palace, and live in peace." 

In reply to my r equest, the almamy asked why I did not wish 
them to go to war. I answered, Because it was inconsistent 
and sinful, to say nothing of the misery that must follow. I 
had just read and explained to him from the book of Moses, 
God's own book, the Ten Commandments; one of which is, 
"Thou shalt not steal," and another is, " Thou shalt not kill ;" 
but ne was about to do both. To this the almamy and his 
connsellors gave a half-saucastic smile, and said, it was not the 
good people they should kill, it was those only who did not pray 
to God; and for doing this the Almighty would be well-pleased, 
and would reward him; and that if he himself fell in the con­
test, he should go to heaven, and his happiness there would be 
considerably enhanced in consequence! I hesitated not to tell 
him to the contrary, and asked him what was to become of 
those poor sinners whom, without a moment's notice, he was 
about to be the meaus or instrument of hurrying into eternity. 
This question, however, he evaded; and, soon after, I shook 
hands with him, telling him that I should probabJy never see 
him more, till we met at the judgment-seat of Christ, and 
begging of him to return home. I theu left the camp, and 
retired to my quarters, thanking God for so favourable an 
opportunity of delivering my soul on these subjects before thIS 
infatuated monarch and his deluded subjects. , 

It was now between two and three o'clock P.M.; and hal'lng 
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taken no food all day, and there heing nothing to be had in this 
village, I sent word to the almamy that I wished to return to 
Boollibany, for that I was hungry, He immediately sent me 
a calabash of honey, which was not, uuder such circumstances, 
to be despised, Soon after this, having taken a fancy to a 
black riband which I had round my neck, he sent a polite 
message to ask if I had any more like it, I knew what this 
meant vcry well, and therefore immediately took it off my neck, 
carefully folded it up, and sent it to His Majesty, with my 
compliments, In connexion with this message there was also a 
request from the almamy to have another interview with me j 
and I was again ushered into the midst of a host of super­
stitiolls and marauding banditti, who imagine that by com­
ruittiug deeds the most barbarous and ctuel, they are doing God 
flCfI ice I Where is the humanity, to say nothing of the morality 
OJ' spirituality, of the Mohammedan system? May God make 
me a messenger of good to these blind followers of a blind and 
false guide! 

1 n this second interview the almamy repeated "IV hat he had 
Guill before, in reference to my looking at his ground, and select­
ing a .uitablc spot for a mission j aud, in allusion to going to 
'I HI', he asked me if the English did not sometimes do the same. 

told him, it was many years since they had any serious 
eu;.;al'ement: they generally enrleavoured to avoid war as long 
'J' th('y could j and when necessity drove them to it, it was con­
cll1('\ctl on very different principles to African warfare, Shortly 
nIh r t IJi" I again shook hands with this chief, and several of 
hi Itconrl-men, and once more begged of them to abandon their 
illtcolJdccl expedition, reminrling them of our next and (as I then 
tlltlllght) last mceting,-at the bar of God, 

\\ e 110\1 proposed to return to Ollr quarters at Boollibany, 
I,d ou the \ray met about a score of young females, cal'l'ying 

"I)(Ji-,',ll'l'oYisiolls from the capital to the camp. 'Whether what 
I hml gaitl to this deluded fo11o\\'e1' of the false prophet had really 
.1'1,' 11I11tl('uce or effect upon him, in deterring hiill from going 
I" \I aI', I pretend not to say j but, to the surprise of myself and 
1"111\ IIthl'l's,'" in about an hour after I had reached my lodg-

1'1'-.', tile almam)" with the whole of his arm), came gallopiug 

I thad liN'n statf'fl to m!', hy my lanlHord a.nd others, that thp almamy haying 
tit !he palare, he would ne\f'r return till he had accomplh;hefl his object j 

I /'ookpf! pro\'ision,,, hirh hafl doubtless been ordprcd to he sent. "as e\l­
n t h .. d t least, he had not intenderl returniug so :soon as he did i and I heard 
11 m lOr~ of that meditated expedition aflerwards. 
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between the Gambia and Senegal rivers, it is a place of great 
resort, being a thoroughfare for travellers and traders going 
from the Ooast into the interior. The surface of the country, 
like that of W oolli and N yani, is very generally covered with 
woods j but the land is more elevated, and in some places moun­
tainous. In the valleys there are a number of small streams 
and rivers, and the soil is capable of almost any tropical produc­
tions. In Park's time, the capital of Bondou was Fatteconda j 
but for many years Boollibany has had that honour. This 
place is situated almost at the" north-eastern extremity of the 
kingdom, contiguous to that of Kajaaga, and but a short dis­
t ance from the original residence of the almamy. 

The people of Bondou are a mixture of Foulahs, Teucolors, 
Mandingoes, and Serrawoollies j and in the capital there are a 
few Jollofs, Moors, and Bambarras. Judging from the nume­
rous towns and villages through which I passed, and the many 
foot-paths or roads intersecting each other, leading to and from 
other towns, I should imagiue the population of this kingdom to 
be considerable. The prevailing language is the Foulah, though 
the Mandingo and Serrawoolli are also used. The physical cha­
racteristics of most of these tribes have already been given; but 
the followi.ng brief account of the manners and habits of the 
people of Bondou, which were mostly noted down at the time, 
may now be added :-

Boollibany, the capital, IS a large, strong, clay-walled town, 
and is decidedly the best-fortified place that I have seen in 
Africa. It stands in an extensive plain some miles in circum­
ference, having behind it, on the east-north-east, a range of 
rocky h111s, about a quarter of a mile distant; and to the west, 
t,he dry bed of a winding stream. It is surrounded by a num­
ber of small towns or villages, one of which has a mud wall, the 
others having no fence whatever. The walls of the metropoli~ 
are ten feet high, built with short turns, or in a zigzag form, 
with strong bastions inside, from three to four feet thick, and 
about double that width. It has likewise small square loop­
holes in all directions, and the entrances or gateways are sur­
mounted, like those of Tambakunda, though in a better coudi­
tion, with small embattled turrets, about nine or ten feet square : 
these also are pierced with loop-holes. There are several wells 
within and without the town, the latter being dug out of the 
dry bed of the stream; which, during the rains, becomes 11 

hroad river, when they have plenty of water. 
The residence of the almnmv, and of other members of thr 

fi,mily, has the appearance of ; castle or citadel, being built of 
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strong timbers, and substantial clay walls, which, crossing each 
other at right angles, divide it into several small courts and 
apartments: the way into them is consequently very intricate to 
a stranger. Some of these divisions are used as store-rooms for 
ammunition, fire-arms, &c. At several of these passages and 
doorways there are sentinels placed, to prevent intrusion. The 
roof is fiat, being covered with planks of runs, * the most durable 
wood in Africa. These are placed close together, and are plas­
tered over with a kind of mortar. It has a parapet-wall, upon 
which are mounted three field-pieces. The height of this build­
ing is about seventeen feet, the walls being of an immense thick­
ness, in additLon to strong bastions outside; and the whole is 
enclosed within another wall of the same kind. 

There is a mosque, which is also built of clay, but is covered 
with grass: this is about thirty feet long, and tweuty-two wide. 
It is in a separate and open space, adjoining the palace; and 
herc public prayers are performed five times a-day, with the 
greatest apparent devotion . The almamy and a few of the head 
marl'aboos only being permitted to go inside, the remainder 
stand without in two or three rows, with their faces eastward. 
The sound of the people's voices, while thus engaged within this 
Mohammedan temple, from its protracted and mournful tone¥ 
reminded me more of a hospital during some painful operation, 
than of a congregation of persons engaged in worshipping God. 

'rhe habitations of the other residents of Boollibany are 
mostly composed of clay, some entirely so; and are square, with 
flat roofs. The greater part of them, however, are round, hav­
ing the walls of the same material; but are covered with a 
cOUlcal roof of long dry grass. The population is probably 
'!hout two thousn,nd souls. 

'1'h,' ltoli.~es in general in Bondou are built of mud or clay, 
"ith the exception of those of the wandering Foulahs, who, in 
llw course of an hour or two, will construct their little taber­
uiLcles, composed of corn-stalks, brushwood, and grass. Many 
of them, hO'IYf'ver, erect their little hovels of the bamboo-cane, 
hi-t: some of the l\landingoes and J ollofs; which, being well 
tlIatched with grass, and the roof overhanging the huts, will 
stand the wind and weather for one or two rainy seasons. The 
Iwst di~ellings contain two separate clay walls, one enclosing the 
l.:cping apartment, and the other built at the distance of a few 

feet from it, so as to include a narrow ring of space, which 

*' speries of the palm-tree. much used for building-purposes at the British and 
furupc,llI ::..elliements on the Coast. 
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serves for a piazza, or sitting-room. Some of the huts or houses 
are divided inside into two apartments by a thin clay wall i and 
as the door is generally very low and narrow, and is the only 
means by which light is admitted and smoke is emitted, chim­
neys and windows being deemed unnecessary, the interior of 
their dwellings is dark and gloomy. This mode of construct­
ing their dwelling-houses may be said to be the general prac, 
tice of the African nations on this part of the continent j 
and, as Park well observes, though with some few exceptions, 
« forms alike the palace of the king and the hovel of the slave" 

Their lwusehoZd jU?'nit~tre is equally simple. In some of the 
best clay-built houses, I have observed that tbey have tbeir 
beds made of the same material, a couple of feet from the 
ground, upon which they place a thin country mat, wrap them­
selves up in a country pagne, and thus retire to rest j but the 
greater part of them have a hurdle of canes, placed upon 
upright stakes a few inches from the ground, upon which is 
spread a mat, a bullock's hide, or a sheep-skin, which forms 
their bed. A large earthen jar containing water, with a pot 
of the same material, or of iron, to cook with, and a few 
calabashes, with one 01' two low stools, and a mortar and pestle 
for beating their corn and rice, constitute the principal of their 
household property. 

Tbeir dress is similar to that of the M:andingoes and Joilofs 
bordering on the coast, and is composed of cotton cloth of 
their own manufacture, blue and white being the favourite 
colours. That of the men consists of trousers, or rather roomy 
drawers, descending a little below the knee, with a loose frock 
or shirt, sandals on tbe feet, and a wbite cotton cap on the 
bead. The more respectable part of tbe community bave their 
wearing apparel made of India bafts, and Englisb cotton and 
muslins, the upper garment being neatly embroidered round 
tbe neck and down the back and breasts witb coloured silks or 
worsteds. 

Tbe marraboos, and especially those advanced in years, wenr 
wbite turbans, with red or blue crowns, with a long white 
robe or gown, not unlike a surplice, baving large falling sleeves, 
and occasionally a hat made of a sort of rusb or grass, having 
a low round crown, with a very broad rim, which answers as a 
tolerable substitute for an umbrella in screening tbem at Dlid­
aay from the excessive beat of tbe sun. 

'1'be women are extremely neat in their personal appearance. 
Their dress consists of two small country pagnes, or pieces of 
cloth, wrapped round the waist, one of which reaches down to 
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the ankles, and a third is thrown somewhat gracefully over the 
bosom and shoulders. They also wear sandals j but they differ 
from some others nearer the Atlantic in their head-dress: the 
J ollofs, for instance, being fond of a number of handkerchiefs 
uf various colours, which they tie round their heads in the form of 
a peak or sugar-loaf. Instead of this, the females of Bondou, like 
those at the Upper Gambia, wear a sort of bandage, or narrow 
stripe of blue cotton cloth, wrapped rouDd the forehead, the 
greater part of which hangs down behind the neck, something 
like an English funeral hat-band or hood. Being also pas­
sJUIIately fond of beads, they decorate their heads, necks, wrists, 
and ankles with these trinkets in great abundance and variety; 
and even round their waists several strings of beads are worn 
by the African females generally. The more wealthy part have 
tIle forchead encircled with a mixture of gold and silver beads 
with those of am bel', coral, and glass; and a pair of large gold 
ear-rings, reaching almost to the shoulders, which are supported 
by a thin string of red leather over the head, completes their 
dress. 

Their food is simple, but wholesome and nourishing, and 
cunsists chiefly of rice and corn, the latter being of a small 
kllHl, callcel millet, or Guinea corn; and in preparing it for 
llse Ihey employ a large wooelen mortar. When separated from 
tiw husk, and beaten into meal, it is made into a kind of 
j whll1lg, called kousko1Js. Their art of cookery is confined to 
bvilillg or stewing; and those who can afford the use of 
1I1111lla l fooel make a kind of soup, which is poured over the rice 
• r pounded corn j and this, when carefully prepared, is a very 
HIe hsh They eat in general only twice a day j that is, at 
.1i1IJ1lt. ten o'clocl;; in thc morning, and about sunset, being from 
.• to hnlt-past six o'clock. Whcn the meal is ready, it is 
i'lac'd 11' a large bowl, and the l1utives generally squat upon 
tl .. , groulHI all round It, the former part of their left fingers 
~) IJlg placed Oll the rim of the bowl to keep it steady, and the 
(I!lvr hancl cOllYcying its contents to the mouth· kuil'es and 

Irl. h 'inl,; out or"the question. In some cases a ;ooden spoon 
I u "ll; hut I havc my'elf oftcn partaken of a hearty meal in 
he Il'ltiyc style, WIthout any artificial aids, and have been 

th.lllUlIllor it, too. In the preparation of kouskoll.~, the Jollol's 
. ,·1 all the other nations that I am acquaintcd with, hal'ing 

IJ['\'uli.,l' modc of cooking it, which is by a slow process j 
H.,I being generally better seasoned by them, it is, after a 
1.1tl<· ,I <. 'Iuite delicious' and very often after a severe attack 
f fe' r, one of the first' articles of food 'that I could relish has 
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been a small dish of kouskous, nicely prepared with a little 
stewed fow] or boiled beef. 

Their religion, it will have been seen, is Mohammedan : this 
is the law of the land, and by many its precepts are most 
rigidly attended to. There are mosques of one kind or other 
in every town, and schools for the instruction of the young in 
the same creed j but there are many hundreds in Bondou who 
have no respect for such an empty and unsatisfying system, 
and who are merely seen praying occasionally, to save their 
little property from plunder, and their persons from slavery. 

The gove1'nment is monarchical, the chief power being 
invested in the hands of the almamy, or king. It is also here­
ditary j hut not unfrequently the presumptive heir is defeated 
and overcome by some more powerful member of the royal 
family. This was the case when Major Gray was here, twenty 
years ago j on which occasion he was detained in Bondou, owing 
to the jealousy of the then reigning monarch, from the 20th 
of June, 1818, to the 22d of May, 1819, during which period 
he was unable to proceed any further. \ Vh ile thus detained, 
Almamy Amady died, " leaviug the succession, which, COD­

sistent with the law aud custom of the country, ought to 
descend to the eldest male branch of the family, to be disputed 
by three persons; one, his own cousin, Malick Samba Tomany, 
being t he lawful heir j and two of his nephews, Tomany Moody 
and Moosa YeoJ'o j all men advanced in years, and each pos­
sessed of considerable influence in tbe country. Moosa Yeoro, 
however, was at first unwilling to oppose the right heir, and 
would have certainly declined doing so, both from motives of 
r espect for the person, who was much older than himself, and 
want of confidence in his own popularity, bad not Tomany 
Mo_dy induced him to it by proffers of his support, and threats 
of commencing a civil war in case of his refusal. The reason 
which leu to this line of conduct on the part of Tomany Moody 
was fouuded on a circumstance which had occurred some years 
before, and which was nothing less thau that Tomany, who had 
always been a haughty, viol ent, and powerful prince, had, in a 
dispute with the brother of Malick Samba Tomany, caused him 
to be murdered, and feared, if Malick came to the throne, he 
would revenge himself on him for the death of his brother, if 
not by taking his life, at least by seizing on his property, and 
obliging him to leave the country which he was in hopes of one 
day reigning over himself, and which he would reall.\' now ~o 
through Moosa Yeoro, who wonld only be a mere instrument III 

his hands. Thus in Africa, as in all other parts of the worlel, 
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does self predominate, and lead men to act parts little creditable 
to themselves, or profitable to the cause which they pretend to 
snpport." * 

'rhe almamy expired on the 8th of J anuary, 1819; but, the 
major writes, "the election did not take place until the 20th of 
thc mouth; and although the opposing parties were n ear com­
ing to blows on the occasion, the whole affair was terminated in 
a more peaceable manner than is generally the case in Africa, 
where thc interrcgnum is almost always taken advantage of by 
thc evil-disposed, to commit all manner of crimes, and f(lr which 
they cannot be punished, as, during that period, the laws are 
llot in force in consequence of the non-existence of a king, with 
whom they also are considered defunct." 

'1'he present almamy, whose name is Saada, has recently been 
cnthroned, though an elder member of the family was the 
rightful heir; probably Tomany Moody. Saada is the eldest 
';on of thc deceased monarch mentioned by Major Gray, and 
" as thcn a personage of some importance, judging from a list of 
the presents given to him on two occasions by that traveller, as 
a];;o b} the property left him by his father, and the respect paid 
to him by the thcn ministers of state; and having for many 
vears actcu as the chief captain or general in the army, he 
"OS 'O'ssec1 great influence in the kingdom, and on the death of 
t he late king in 1837 was elected anu proclaimed almost with­
out oppositlOD. He is about forty-five years of age, of the mid­
rlh· "izc, ,ycll built, of a brown complexion, with good, though 
ra itCl' large, features, a fine forehead, and a pair of bright, 
Ill, dligcnt cyes. 

T 1 llIy inteniews with this chief, and subsequently, I was 
rOI ( ti,l, l'cmin(lrd of N apolcon; for though the latter was a 

, l of et1l1cation. mind, and manners, and the former a compa­
I.1tll'(, h:lliJarian, yet, in his personal appearance, stature, mus­
l nlal' strrnp:th. features, and militm'Y m'dour, the present 
',]ll1amy ot flOlHloll is not unlikc that celebrated soldier. 

Th!' inhnhit:lIlh of this king-dom being in general professed 
r"IlOlr<T' of :'If ohamml'd, aIH\ the Koran forming the code of 
tj, I ciriJ as well as religious couduct, their laws are somewhat 

11 ill"(·nt. But in all matters of graye importance, the erimi­
I '.I, '11\' .,lways tried by a public paltller or assembly, the 
',lm,lIllY being at the hearl, surrounded by the nristocrncy of the 
I ,d, Ius millisters alld chicf priests; the latter bringing the 

.In with thl'm into thc court, which is read and interpreted 
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before sentence is pronounced, against which there is no appeal ; 
indeed, that authority is generally looked upon as sacred aud 
decisive. 'l'hey do not, however, confine themselves to the 
Koran in the administration of justice, as will be seen from 
some of the following particulars ;-

1. In case of a palaver or personal quarrel, where the parties 
come to blows, the case is investigated before the proper autho­
rities j and the person who has committed the assault has his 
house and yard broken up, and his property confiscated. 

2. When two individuals come into personal collision, and 
one draws his knife or cutlass, and threatens the other with 
death, even if he does not strike his opponent, the case is car­
ried before the king, a council is held, and the affair is consi­
dered as an assault of so serious a nature, that the one in fault 
is fined five head of cattle, 01' receives one hundred lashes. 

3. Manslaughter requires the price of six slaves, one half of 
whom go to the family of the deceased, and the other half to 
the crown. 

4. Theft is punished by an immediate amputation of the 
right hand at the wrist j and if the person be found guilty of 
the same crime a second time, he is put to death, generally by 
starvation. * 

5. Adultery is punished, on the part of the male person, by 
the confiscation of his property j and if he have little or nu 
property, he is severely flogged. The female too often escapes 
with impunity, if she be not rewarded for entrapping a victim. 

6. Murder and high-treason are punished with instant death 
by strangulation. 

Bigamy is; of course, considered no crime in Bondou, a plu-

* Dr. Winterbottom tells us that the same practice prevails at Foota J aUon ; 
and it would appear that this punishment is inflicted very impartially; for hc says, 
" One of the Foota king's brothers, who was a great thief, had his right hand cut 

o off for stealing." The author was informed that at Jume, through which he 
passed, there is a man of some importance who had suffered in the same way ; but 
he did not see him. 

Mungo Park has rightly observed, " The Negroes are better surgeons t,hall phy­
sicians ;" and he has given some specimens of theiJ: successful management of 

{fractures and dislocations, of cupping, &c. But it appears t.hat the amputation 01 
,a .limb _did not come under that traveller's observation. In dealing with the lhief 
;according to ,the law under notice, the author was informed that the operator has Il 
,common knife, well prepared, and that the task is speedily accomplished; imIDc­
rtiiately after which, the sufferer undergoes another painfnl operation, in order 10 

,obtain a cure. This is, puttiI\g the stnmp of the dismembered limb into n pot of 
-shea bu.tter, mixed with cow-dung, which is nearly boiling hot: it. is then carcfulJ~ 
;wrapped in soft leaves, and requires little or no attention afterwards. 
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rality of wives being allowed by the Koran j and polygamy, 
therefore, extensively prevails. My landlord has, at the present 
time, thrce female companions and eleven children. Three of 
tLc latter and one of the former he has buried j and one wife be 
Las discharged because she and the others could not agree. H e 
is advanced in life, but is still a fine, tall, good-looking man, 
has been in several military engagements, and bears the marks 
of two or three scars upon different parts of his body. H e has 
it in contemplation to add another member to his family j and 
wllell I ~poke to him upon the impropriety of his having a plu­
rality of wives, he very quietly answered, that he should never 
Lave more than four at one time. 

The commerce and trade of this kingdom are consider­
able, and chiefly carried on by the Mandingoes and Serra­
"oollies, who have settled in the country. The latter are 
natiycs of Kajaaga; the neighbouring kingdom, and in com­
ple.ion and features somewhat resemble the J ollofs. They 
are proverbially a trading people, and in that capacity visit 
Bamhouk, Kasson, Kaarta, and Bambarra, bartering corn and 
cottou cloths manufactured in the country, with European mer­
chandi,,~, such as fire-arms, gunpowder, India bafts, beads, &e., 
for gold, ivory, hides, and bees-wax j which they again 
exchangc for European articles in Bondou, or at the settlements 
, It tllf' Senegal and Gambia. 

'rIle Tcucolors and Foulahs are principally occdpied in agri­
cultmal pur~nits, nn<l in the rearing of cattle. The proportion 
of bm,1 cnltivated is small, but more than sufficient to supply 
thl' 1IJ1,~hitanh abundantly with all the prodnctions of the 
(I 111lft", alld, in addition to corn, rice, pum pions, and water­
'11don" "ith a ya1'iety of other vegetables and fruits, they also 
_Ill'f ,,'Mon and indigo: the former supplies them with cloth­
'll,.!; aud \lIth the latter they dye their cloth of an excellent blue 
'ulnUI'. 

hOIll the' numerous travelling merchants and caravans that 
" It and pn's through Bondon, the almamy derivcs a consider-
11 I .. !'l'H'nUe, hc~idcs a tenth of all agricultural produce, and 
til<' <'('''staHt presents whieh arc made to him in the shape of 
l)(':1('C "Irl'l'il\g~, or by persons ",ho have any busines to trans­
.ttt, (II f;,\'ollr to ask from him j there being nothing done with­
e: It i ;'I1I1!1a or prcsent. By this means the bng's household is 
, it '"pplil'<l ",itll pronsions, as also with slaves, and horses, 
,,( ,UlS, amlllunition, &c, 

'fit ' h vJc of cu\til'atioD is the same in Bondou as in all the 
,tl, I' kingdoms in '" estcrn Africa; and uch is the fertility of 
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the soil, that, from a very small portion of labour, they reap, 
upon a moderate calculation, upwards of two hundred fold. 
The greatest fatigue they undergo is in clearing the ground, by 
cutting down the small trees, which is done a short time before 
the rains are expected. 'rhese, with a quantity of brush-wood, 
are then left on the ground for some time to dry j after which 
they are set on fire, together with the corn-stalks of the preced­
ing year, (the ears of the corn only being cut off at the time of 
harvest,) and a quantity of long dry grass which grows to the 
height of eight or ten feet j the whole making a tremendous 
blaze, and burning with great violence and rapidity, killing a vast 
quantity of vermin and reptiles, and driving the wild animals 
still farther into the forest. As the natives take no pains to 
remove the stumps of the large trees, such is the luxuriancyof 
vegetation in this country, that Job's" hope of a tree, if it be 
cut down," is abundantly realized,-it does" sprout again, and 
bring forth boughs like a plant:" and this process is repeated 
more or less every year. After a shower or two of rain, the 
ashes of the burnt trees and stubble form a kind of manure, 
and the corn-seed is put into a hole, and covered over with the 
foot, and requires little further attention till it is read y to be 
gathered in. 

The rice-farms are in low swampy savannahs, and the seed is 
not sown till a considerable quantity of rain has fallen j and the 
earth is thus moistened and covered by a partial inundation, 
caused by the heavy rains and overflow of the rivers. It is 
highly probable that the passage in the Old Testament alludes 
to the sowing of rice, where it is said, "Cast thy bread upon 
the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days j " (Eccles. 
xi . 1 j) for in some instances this "bread," or rice, is literally 
" cast upon the waters," and it is certainly" found after mallY 
days," with a very large per centage or return. 

The commencement and termination of the rainy season, 
which lasts about four months, are attended with tornadoes, 
accompanied with thunder and lightning. The former gene­
rally comes from the east j and the violence of the wind conti­
nues for about half an hour, with streams of forked and sheet 
lightning, torrents of rain, and peals of thunder fearfully loud, 
crash succeeding crash in terrific grandeur and majesty, as If a 
thousand heavy pieces of artillery had exploded together. 
When these terrible thunder-storms, and amazing force of tbe 
elements, occur after sunset, or at midnight, they furnish to 
every susceptible mind an awful impression of Deity, the 
wielder of invisible and irresistible power j and forcibly illustrate 
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the words of the Psalmist: "The voice of thy thunder was in 
thc heaven: the lightnings lightened the world: the earth 
trembled alld shook." (Psalm lxxvii. 18.) But the whole 
secne during these tornadoes, whether they take place in the 
day-timc or at night, may be considered as one of the most 
awfully sublime in nature; and at the close of the rains espe­
cwlJ}, whell the trees are attired in their finest drapery, loaded 
with rlCll ripe fruit, the hills and valleys smile with a fresh 
snpply of Heaven's bounty, and multitudes of cattle are grazing 
in the meadows, and the forests contain domestic animals of 
great Yal'iety and abundance,-then the physical aspect of the 
country, with the power and goodness of God, is well portrayed 
hy David in Psalm lxv.: (( They also that dwell ill the utter-
1lI0~i parts arc afraid at thy tokens: thou makest the outgoings 
of the morning and evening to rejoice. Thou visitest the earth, 
[mel 'Yatel'est it: thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, 
which is full of water: thou preparest them corn, when thou 
lla.t ~o provided for it. Thou waterest the ridges thereof abun­
Iantly: thou settlest the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft 

'rith showers: thou blessest the springing thereof. Thou 
Cl'O\nJP,t the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fat-
11<.'SS. Thev drop upon the pastures of the ,vilderness: and the 
little hills rejoice on every side. The pastures are clothed with 
'Ir ,b, thc valleys also are covered over with corn; they shout 
r·" jor, they also sing." (Verses 8- 13.) 

., H >las not possible for me," says an eminent traveller, "to 
1" j,olll the fertility of the soil, the vast herds of cattle, proper 
1,·1 lthO\lr or for foorl, and a variety of other circumstances 
r"ol,,~bk to colonization and agriculture, and reflect, withal, 
)[. t 111 11leans "hich presented themselves of a vast inland navi­

,.!:111<111, Illthout lamenting that a country so abundantly gifted 
1 III h011ourcr1 hy nature should remain in its present savage 
\I,d \leg:lcctcd statc." Thus wrote lHUllgO Park nearly half a 
f HI my a!;fl; aHd Ius statement is still eoneet ill all its parti-

('nlnrs, III l'£'fcrellce to this part of the continent. 
Th('ir !I·m·., arc frequent, if so wc may term them; but they 

~ nerally come more nudcr the designatioll of predatory exeul'­
,tuns than of a rl'!~ular campaign, or hard-fought battle; and as 
thp • Imamy, and, in fact, all ~Iohanllnedau chiefs, cOllsHler they 
h, I C a Divine right for making war upon the PCl;::;·;ms, these pluu'­
IcJ ing e peditiolls arc constantly takiug: place, more particllhrh 
t +he beginning of and during the dry season. lYe ha\'~ 
lready more than once described this co\\ardh· and dishonolll'­
lIe mode of attack, with its attendant circu~staul'cs of bar-

I I 
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barity. On the Monday after my return from the almamy's 
camp, mentioned in a previous page, I was speaking to several 
of the people in the neighbourhood of Boollibany, as I had done 
to their chief on the preceding day, on the sinfulness and 
impropriety of these marauding parties j when one of the old men, 
who was a g?'iot, exclaimed, Tababa foday aka keUo amumbetti, 
berra, jubi ninsolu, "The white minister .says war is not good j 
but look at those cattle," pointing to abou,t foul' hundred CO\\S 

and oxen, besides some scores of sheep and goats, nearly all of 
which were the result of one of these so-called wars.* On these 
occasions the cattle are for the most part immediately bartered 
for other goods, when presents are made by the almamy to 
those who have been engaged in the robbery, which, no doubt, 
keeps up the unhallowed flame that caused the remark just 
cited. But what a strange piece of inconsistency is there in 
connexion with this item, in the habits of the people of Bon-

/ dou ! A Foulah man will have his right-hand chopped off by 
the law of the land, if he steal a little corn or rice from an\, 
one j but he may go to his next-door neigl1bour, and take his 
person, wife, and children, his corn and cattle, and all that he 
has j and for doing this, he is absolutely rewarded! 

These plundering excursions, especially in some states less 
powerful than Bondou, often produce speedy retaliation, and 
issue in a civil war in the same kingdom j in others they 
lead to and end in a war between two petty states or king' 
doms. Then a battle is fought with great spirit on both sides. 
These may more properly come under the name of wars. "Some 
years ago," says Park, "the king of Bondou crossed the Feleme 
ri"er with a numerous army, and, after a short and bloody cam­
paign, totally defeated the forces of Samboo, king of Bambouk, 
who was obliged to sue for peace, and surrender to him all the 
towns along the eastern bank of the Feleme." Bondou, on the 
other hand, has often been attacked, and has suffered greatly by 
its more powerful neighhours. Major Gray has detailed the 
particulars of a war in which this kingdom was involved for 
many years with the king of Kaarta, which arose in an act of 
aggression on the part of Bondou, and which must have been 
very sanguinary, as the ground, for a considerable distauce 
round Boollibany, at the time of the major's visit and detentlOu 
there, 'vas thickly strewed with the whitened bones of the 8J~, 

* In addition to the cattle, many human beings are t.aken prisoners 011 thes~ 
occasions, who always form a considerable part of the booty. These unfortuDak 
creatures, if not redeemed, are used as domestic slaves, or sent dowTI to the coast, 

to be purchased by t hefai,. European. 
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whose bodies had been left to putrefy on the spot where t.hey 
fell, or to be devoured by birds and beasts of prey. '1'he 
Kaartan army, on this occasion, succeeded in breaking the walls 
of the capital of Bondou, and they laid the whole town in waste, 
with the exception of the almamy's palace, which was so rcso­
lutcly defcnded by a handful of men, that all attempts to reduce 
it proved fruitless. At this period the almamy, and his army, 
werc on their way to Kaarta; but on hearing that Modiba, the 
king of that country, with his army, had actually entered Bon­
(1011, he hastenerl back, and succeeded in gaining possession of 
Lis OWIl palace; soon after which he made such a spirited and 
/ldrrmincd attack on the Kaartans, that they retreated in the 
Jltmost confllsion, many of them being made prisoners, all of 
whom, OIl this occasion, and in retaliation for similar conduct on 
thc part of Modiba towards every male his army had taken, 
'I ere inhumanly butchered. This affair took place in the spring 
of 1 '117.* The following year another terrible battle was fOllght 
in tIle neighbourhood, when the almamy was again the aggressor. 
lIe llas assisted on that occasion by a strong detachment from 
I""ota-Torro and Lower Kajaaga, and a considerable body under 
the (:oll1mand of Hawah Demba, a prince of Kasson. His oppo­
""l1t was Samba Congole, a chief of Upper Kajaaga. Samba's 
lll'ln~', in addition to his own men, consisted of some of the 
U('dumahs and Kassons, and fOllr hundred horse, which he had 
,"tllucd from Moc1iba, the king of Kaarta, in all amounting to 

, lJOut two thousand five hundred men. The almamy's force was 
'lIl'l,()~etl to be dOllble that number. They met in April, 1818, 

h",1 'I hloo(1) conflict ell sued, which ended in the defeat of the 
nhl.l1l1Y, who made a hasty retreat to Foota-Torro, learing 
"I""" ,I, of a hundred muskets on the field. The Ka:t.rtan 
1,0)" L illlluelliatcly entered J3omlou, "here they again laid every 
III\"~ ,,"hie that came in thcir way, and, making ome pri­
'Ulll'rs, rctnl"l1cll to their home, The almamy did all he could 
In ill/I lice the C'hiC'f, of Foota-Tono to employ all their force, 
,I lid "j,1i!-(c Samha to quit his own counlry and retire to 
I a:1Tta' hut they "'cre too well a\rarc of thc i~p]'acticability of 
""h an unclcrtaking', aml ad,iscd him rather to make peace, 

"IJlch wa, accordingly accomplishcd c1uriug the major's sojourn 
III tll,lt country.t 

f IOIlI what has been adduced it will be seen that the African 
fti f.~, "hen eugagcll in a rcgular war, not unfrcquently a~si,t 

I· other; and thns nation rises up ag-ainst nation, and man 

MAJUR (oR \y', "Travels," pp. 202-20.-1. 

2 r 2 
t 1hul. p. '2ilG 
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against man. It is impossible to say how many of these deadly 
feuds, bloody campaigns, and marauding expeditions have taken 
place since the period just mentioned. But it will be recol. 
lected that the present Almamy Saada was the eldest son of 
Almamy Amadi, who was one of the chief actors in the terri· 
ble scenes described by Major Gray, and who, amongst other 
barbarous atrocities, put to death the two chief messengers, sent 
to him on one occasion by the king of Kaarta. Saada having 
thus been born in the camp, and trained in the field, being at 
that time a spirited young soldier, and having had twenty yeDl'S' 
practice in the same profession, he may be said to have inhe­
rited his father's propensity for a military life; and being sanc­
tioned in his attacks, upon Pagan towns especially, by tIle 
authority of the Koran, he may be emphatically said to (C delight 
in war." Previous to his late election as the sovereign of Bon­
dou, he for many years occupied a position similar to that of 
(( N aaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria," who (C was 
a great man with his mastel', and honourable, because by him 
the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria." (2 Kings v. 1.) 
Being (( also a mighty man in valour," his assistance has been 
frequently solicited by others. It was only a few months ago 
that a r equest of this nature was made to him by the Jalluf 
chief at SalUID, in the neighbourhood of the Lower Gambia; 
and he went, having received from that chief, among qthcr 
things, as presents for his services, upwards of thirty horses, 
besides what he picked up on the way when he returned home. 
The same chief has again requested his help, which he has pro­
mised to render, on condition that he send him one hundred 
horses to Bondou: as soon as they arrive in his kingdom, he 
engages to start, whether it be in the wet or in the dry season. 

The horses generally on the Western Coast of Africa are 
rather small, but spirited, swift, and sure-footed, though nono 
of them are shod. In Bondou, Foota.Torro, and some of the 
other countries eastward, they appear to be a mixture of the 
Arabian with the original African; and the chiefs, and some of 
the sons of the cbiefs, as is the case with the almamy and his 
family, possess very fine animals, apparently of the pure Arabian 
breed. 

(( The disposable force of Bondou, from all the information r 
could collect," says Major Gray, (( does not exceed froOl fire 
hundred to six hundred horse, and from two thousand to tlu'ce 
thousand foot. When the almamy finds it necessary to call thIS 
army into the field for the protection of the country, or with the 
intention of invading the territories of some of his neighbours, 
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hc repairs, with his own immediate followers, to some village at 
a short distance from the capital, and then beats the war-drum, * 
which is repeatcd by cach village, and in this manner the call to 
~rrns is circulated over the country." It is for the latter of 
thesc objects, that the present council of war has been held, in 
tLe crrmp a few miles distant from Boollibany, and which, it 
~~ill be rccollected, I visited. I know, from personal observa­
tion, tLat this" call to arms" was responded to by many of the 
tOll'ns and villages in the kingdom. But as these matters are 
alway' conducted with great secrecy, I could not learn with 
aIJsoJntc certainty their intended destination ; but a large Pagan 
tUlnl, or a number of towns, in the kingdom of Bambouk, was 
supposcd to be their object; and I was informed that three 
thousand men on this occasion would be collected. The place 
heill'; finally decidcd, each of the king's sons, with one or two 
favouritc', commands a detachment; and away they go, " cast­
mg fircbrands, arrows, and death," The circumstance of the 
:t1IlHlmy's unexpected retnrn to the capital with his men of war, 
L'IS alrcady been stated; and though I am not so credulous 
f,g to suppose that what I said to him in the camp will have 
tlll' cHect of putting a stop to this brutalizing and cowardly 
l1lo:1c of "arfare, or even that the present "gathering toge-
111('1' foJ' war" will have been entirely frustrated through 
Jl\ Illlmhlc cffort, yet I do hope that all I said to those 

U(' '1'[' 'adol's will not be lost 01' fall to the ground: probably 
o ill' of t],rUl mfly he despatched in the manner we have just 

d fl'ilJCd, alld rct urn loadcd, with the spoils of victory; but 
II 1,,11'" ,,1' the kind took placc while I remained there, nor did 
r il' il' uf it afterwards, 

:'1 ,/litiolla! sllpcJ'stitiol1s of the inhabitants of Bondou are 
, ,I 'IOS, Hlld, mth the rxccption of human sacrifices, may be 

i '" ('n,]HHCC c\'{~ry item which lye have described in a pre­
c' ilL! ell"'!'tc'!' I "as myself frequently asked to write out a 

'/' ',a "rr pl'Ofitablc trade to Kabba of Jumc, and to many 
,t ,It, pri",t, :Ind /;al'Ol1keas, or "leather-workers," and to 

1"'1' 1T] ",l III thc "curiolls arts;" as we have also shown 
I \ 11 IT. 

, ", Ilfi{)l/~ 'unong the Africans, whon Lhey meet, are al" ays 
,\lUong thc .JIohanllllcdau nations thi.s is done by say­

, u/(/ik/ll/l! "Peace be brtlreen us !" "hich is returned 

l lpo~('d of a la.rge wooden howl, Dearl~ tllrec feet in fliallleter. ('0\ en'd 
t~ n ... : onC' is "<lit! to he that of a hnman hriuO", another a h) r"f,ua'::;, and 

Ill' a mOllley':;, \\hieh i!' \,rittcn oyC,'r with tcxt::; from thel\.oran! 
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by, A laikurn salama, " There is peace between us j )) and this is 
probably one of the most ancient as well as scriptural modes of 
salutation. Among th e Pagan tribes in this part of the COll­

tinent, and especially with the Mandingoes and Foulahs, it is, 
Abbe hae?'etto ? " Are you well," or « at peace?)) and the gene­
ral answer is, H ea?-e-dorung, " Well, and nought but peace." 
There is a heartiness and cordiality in their salutations, repeated 
again and again, which is very strikin g. 

Wednesday, M ay 2d.-Having accomplished the ohj ect of my 
visit to Bondou, and the guide promised by the almamy last 
evening being ready, we rose early this morning, and soon after 
day-break proceeded on our r eturn. As the people had had a 
few days' rest, and, withal, had little or nothing to carry, Ire 
travelled more expeditiously, our first stage having occupied 
npwards of five hours j when, after a short sojourn, we proceeded 
forwards, and in the evening reached Fittinyibbi, having met 
during the day ten small companies, on their way to assist at 
the supposed or real war. The next mornin g we reached 
Goodeerie, and thus moved on from day to day, the inhabitants 
generally in the towns through which we again passed greeting 
and saluting me, as just described, most cordially j and hundreds 
of times I had to give the Mohammedan answer, AlaikulI! 
salama, or that which is in general use among the P agans, and 
which is substantially the same, H ear e-dorung . On the Frida} 
evening we reached Weegi j and here the people flocked round 
me, and appeared as much pleased at my safe return thus far, 
as if I had been their brother or some near relative. Almost 
before I had time to ask, one brought me some water to drink, 
another a mat to sit upon; then came some water in a large 
bowl to wash my feet, and presently afterwards some milk. 
I had experienced this civility and kindness at several places on 
my way to Boollibany; but at this Serrawoolli town, on this 
occasioll, it was done with so much warmth and apparent ecstasy 
of joy, that my feelings were almost overcome. Our good old 
landlord was not less pleased than the rest; and to insure mc a 
safe journey the remainder of the way, he went into his hut, 
and brought out a little sand, which he had obtained from some 
far distant country, saying that all who drank the water con­
taining a portion of the said sand, would be shielded from harro 
whilst on a journey; and he immediately put it into a s~all 
calabash, stirred it up, and drank some of it himself, to conVInce 
me that it was not injurious. I preferred waiting a little, how­
ever, till the sand sank to the bottom, and the water became 
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more clear ; not forgetting to inform him t hat I trust ed III a 
higher Power to bless an d preserve me. 

'1'he following morning, having presented our h ost with a 
small present, and received his blessing, we renewed our jour­
nr'Y, travelling hard and fast, taking but short intervals of rest. 
Y\' e had a little rain on leaving Boollibany, and during the 
pa,t night there were one or two dry tOl'lladoes; so that the wet 
~cason is nigh at hand. On the evening of the fourth day, we 
re-entercd the wildel'lless, between Kotcbair and Tambakunda, 
,llld travelled till half-past eleven, guided by a brilliant moon) 
when we again lay down by the road-side, having made a bed 
of some small brushwood and branches of. trees. Soon after 
four o'clock we remounted; and, having made a hearty break­
fast at the latter place, we pushed on to Dirma, which we 
reached late in the evening, all quite fatigued. The next 
11l0~ning, at Kanipe, we beheld about thirty immodest young 
fcmalcR, fanLastically dressed, with a man beating the drum, 
dancing, shouting, and clapping their hands) congratulating the 
hoys and young men on their recovery from the rite of circum­
cision! 

'.r r' tarried hcre only about half an hour; and) leaving 
\[adilla considcrably to the right, took the nearest route to the 
l',illk, of the Gambia, wbich from this place is a south-west course; 

lei, 11m ing passed threc small towns) Cupidon an el myself 
I' ,cllrd l"uttatenda about noon on Tuesday, the 8th, thankful 
t (:ocl for all his mercies. The three men on foot, however, 
di,l nnt "rrivc till the eyening. 

Th, pr('ci~(' Jatitnde and longitude of Boollibany I preteud 
11'1 I ( tldine; and whilst agrceing, as 1 do, with James l\I'Queen, 
I I, 1Il hi~ (( Geographical Survey of Africa," when speaking 
(ll \ Irlcan travclling, (( that a few miles cach day is the very 
[ 1 ",osl. til'lt any Bl1I'opcan can make out in a protracted jour­
[ \,' ) ct I 'tID satisfied thc di8tance~ I havc gi\'en from one 

h \\ 11 (0 ;,ulothcl' throu;:;h whwh \' e passed in reaching the capital 
Ifi n"Hdoll, arc tolerably, if not absolutely, corrcct. '1'he rcal 
tllll[' ul'cnpicd in jOUl'lJCYlng to that place, exelusi\'c of t hc 
(I It'ntinn:tt 13arratl1nda in the nelghbourhoo(lof ::\Iedina) one 
tld\ .~ l'('~t at .T lime, and another at C+oodeeric) wa. tcn whole 
,], '. th·tt i" taking the morning and ('\'C'ning of thc day; and the 

mhel' "f miles about two hnndl'ccl, bcing Just twenty pCI' day. In 
! tlHnin~, it \1 ill be 'cen, J was only six dap, OrpCl'hllp' itshould 
l> ['nllul seyen, a, Hcarly oue whole nighL \Ias occupied; but 
h (11,1 <1I1','e \\11" abont twcl1ty-fivC' milt:s lc8S, a" T hnlillo utca­
i ,p .. ,pn to call at the capital of \rQfllli, which \\':IS Ilcarly that 
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distance out of the direct route. Reckoning my journey back 
to Fattatenda at six and a-balf days, tbis would give twenty­
seven IDiles per day; and I shonld here observe, tbat the African 
horses are nimble walkers, and in these journeys are taugbt to 
go at a kind of amble, between a smart walk and a trot, thus 
keeping those on foot in the same pace, who were frequently 
left a mile or two behind us on our entering a t01'1'll. Including 
the visit I paid to the almamy's camp, I travelled, on this occasion, 
on horse-back, nearly foul' hundred miles, which occupie.d seven­
teen or eighteen days, being an average of about twenty-three 
miles per day. But.as this was not a "protracted journcy," 
and it was in the best season of the year, that . rate could not 
be kept up for any lengtb of time, especially in tbe mountainous 
countries and during the rains; tbough in one or two special 
instances, and by a great effort, I have travelled just twice that 
distance in one day. 

By the kindness of Mr. Chown, in whose vessel I bad sailed to 
Fattatenda, his cutter, tbe "Fox," arrived again at this place Oll 

the 9th, and early the following morning we got under weigh, aud 
proceeded down the river; and having left the vessel at anchor, 
on the fourth day, waiting for the tide, Cupidon and myself 
went ashore, and travelled overland; and on the afternoon of 
the same day, Monday, May 14th, 1838, we reached Macal'thy's 
Island, having been absent just forty days. It was my birth­
clay, (being thirty-two,) and in the evening I met my class, 
when ,I'e had a refreshing season from the presence of the 
Lord. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

TJlG GOLD-COAST, GAMBIA, AND SIERRA-LEONE. 

(1838- 1840.) 

'1,'. \nthor's Return from Bondou-A Hint to Travellers in Africa-The Commo­
tions in the immediate Neighbourhood of Mac.rthy's Island-Happy Contrast 
in the State of the Mission-Afflictions in the Mission Family-Death of Mr. 
lIall at St. Mary's-The Author proceeds thither-Serious Illness of Mr. 
Swallow-A Trip to Goree-Arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Moss for i\Iacarthy's 
Islanel, of ML Edwards for Sierra-Leone, and of Mr. and Mrs. Parkinson for 
SI. "'[ary's-~[r. Fleet's Arrival at Sierra-Leone-Death of Mrs. Fleet at Sea­
Terriblc Galcs in the English Channel-Wreck of the" Columbine," with the 
Los· of a \Iissionary and his Wife bound for the Gambia-Death of Mrs. Moss 
at \I.carthy's Island-The Arrival of Mr. Spencer, the Agriculturist-Printed 
llo,"IImrnt with standing Regulations respecting that Mission-Mr. and 1Irs . 
. 'wallow's Dcpart"re for England-Extract of a Letter from Dr. Beecham to 
thc AutllOr, on the Suhject of his Return Home--Visits Macarthy's Island­
On his Rcturn, finrls the Inhabitants of St. Mary's in a State of partial Insur­
l'I'Ction-Origin and Cause of this-Moral Influence of the Mission saves the 
Islmlll from a chil War-The Author visits the Kings of Barra and Combo­
\Ir. Spenrer's Illness-Thc Writer's Anxiety about that Mission-Death of 
lIr. I~('d at Siena-Leone-Mr. Freeman, at the Gold-Coast, visits Coomassie, 
till, Cal'ital of\shantee-The Author embarks with Mr. and Mrs. Spencer for 
l:nglalHl-.\rrival at IIome-The Liverpool Conference-Again volunteers for 
"c'dcrn Africa-'.;ot hastily, hut [Tom a Sense of Duty-1Iissionary i.\rJeetings 

HI Cnglnn{l-Difficu}t.y in saying, II No! "-Letter from Dr. Bunting-~\. second 
['dll'(' from lhe ]lortor, with the painful Intelligence of the Death of Mr. and 
II',. l'arl,i'1>on at l. 'Iary's-~Icets the Committee in London-A School­

,!:·st,'r. \\ith two ~lissional'ies, appointed to the Gambia-Biograplucal Sketches 
"I' 'Ii. and ,Irs. l'arkinson-_\tfecting Incidents connected with their Dcath-. 

II' J,I,,, sail, for SielTa-Leone-Mr. and Mrs. Mycock "ml Mr. Brooking 
01, l' ro for the (;old-Coast-Thc\uthor and Family proceed to London-Dr. 
Bnlltilll;-Titt Mission~Party emhark at GraTescnd-Detcntion at Portsmouth 

.... arc \rriynl at the' Gambia-Happy Death of a -Xcgro-Centenary .Meetings 
-IlCilth or \Ir;. ])m'c amI 'Ir. Jehu at Sicrra-Lcone--Allu of ,II' . .Tames at 

\Iacarlln', blan<l-)lT>. James', ])eparturc for England-The \uthor's seWre 
I' rsonal \tftif'tion'" and Ikrcil\·cmcnts. 

I, the extracts from the author's journal, detaihng the pillti­
'1I11r of his journey to Bondou, which we haye given in the 
]lr eediug chapter, it will be seen, that though the miter had 
to brave fatigue, and occasionally to suffer from hunger anel 
hI t, lind slcpt principally upon nature', I:llrpct, lind somctiJlles 
fa, cllcd by night, on \\ hich occasions hc thrcw himsclf down 
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upon a few small branches broken from the trees, far distant 
frolll any human dwelhng,-yet he was genel'ally well received 
by the natives, as also by the almamy himself; * and, after an 
absence of nearly six weeks from his station, he arrived at home 
well in health, happy in God, and was cordially welcomed by 
his colleague and other friends, some of whom, he really 
believes, never expected to see him again in the flesh. The 
res nIt of this journey into the interior it is impossible to pre­
dict; hut, if followed up by his successors in the glorious euter­
prise of saving souls, he would fain hope that" the bread " thus 
feebly" cast upon the waters" may be "found after many days." 

If the writer may be allo wed a hint here to future expeditions 
for exploring the yet unknown regions of central Africa, he would 
remark, that a large company, and bales of presents, are not amoug 
the best methods of conducting such an expedition to a successful 
result. Presents it is necessary to make,-it is the custom of the 
country ; and to this custom all travellers must more or less sub­
mit. But one European, or at the most two, possessing the requi­
site qualifications,-and to those of a scientific nature must be 
added a good share of common sense, with prudence, patiellce, 
fortitude, and moral courage,-two Europeans of this descrip­
tiou, with three or foul' faithful attendants, are quite suffi cient. 
The less, in fact, the better,- as numbers, and especially per­
sons of a different colour, always attract attention j and as thou­
sands of the Africans live by plunder, the sight of the baggage 
is too powerful a temptation for them to resist. To avoid the 
latter inconvenience, I would snggest that small presents be 
made to the different chiefs, through wbose dominions the tra­
veller passes, by a written o?'de1' on an agent at the upper Gam­
bia or Senegal rivers j and in this way the commander of a 
government or scientific expedition might arrive at Timbuctoo, 
or some other and more central kingdom, in a comparativel)' 
short time, and at a moderate expense j and from thence might 
proceed, partly by water and partly by land, across the whole 
continent j an undertaking which has yet to be accomplished by 
some enterprising spirit of our own or some other country. 

In about a week after my retul'll from Bondou, I paid another 
visit to the king of Kattaba, the object of which was to ascer­
tain the minu of His Majesty and his ministers as to the salc 

* It should be stated that, during his journey, he distributed a quantit )' of the 
scriptures in Arabic, and, whenever an opportun~ty presented itself, failed not to 
" preach Christ unto the people j JJ in return for which, he was politely tllaukc~l, 
received many blessings from the people) and many prayers were offered for IllS 

safety. 
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of a large tract of land contiguous to Macarthy's Island, for the 
bcncfit of the Foulahs, as the six hundred acres granted by the 
British Government were not sufficient, either in the wet or dry 
season, for the pasturage of their cattle. I had a long conver­
sation with the king and other leading men in the country, and 
have little doubt that land to almost any amount might be pur­
chased 01' rented on behalf of these oppressed people j but who 
is to protect them from the marauding banditti? N aamang, 
thc king of Kattaba, cannot j nor can the British Government 
bcyund their own territories: and want oj protection IS th e 
gl'eat difficulty in this Foulah mission, 

In the early part of J nly we had another specimen of the 
unsoclal and disorganized state of the native tribes in this conn­
try, anll of the pitiable condition, more especially, of the pas­
toral Foulahs, who are generally the greatest sufferers on these 
occasions j which affords further illustration of the remark just 
madc respccting their unprotected condition. 

'fhc following extract from a letter addressed to the parent 
. 'orumittce, bears upon this subject. It was dated, « Macarthy's 
hlan(1, August 9th, 1838 :"-

1'101' disturbe,l .tate of this neighbourhood renders it next to impossible to do 
,III;" tiring for the poor Foulahs at Brooko, or J amalli , as they are every few weeks 
dri n from their habitations by one marauding hand or another. The notorious 
J\t'nllllincri!ln, two or three weeks ago, wade a plundering expedition through 
hnnl\{), anll ~011le miles higher up the same bank of the river, carrying almost 

rr~ t ldng hcfore him. The poor Foulahs, of course, fled; and many of them, 
\\ith 0I1ir. \ ranrlingocs, came to this island for safety. lIe was followed hy a small 
II h 01 hHllahs j but he was loo strong for them, though he lost seven or eight of 
II 1\ II, allil hi" own ... on was killed by a shot through the head. lIe, in return, 
11ll+l111any of lho'e "ho atinrked him: the leader of the party he split dowlI the 

Hlldl. 'Inti fa'ikned hi'S hody to the ground \\ith wooden pegs! 
I 1I'lllel hnd he has taken with him all amazing quantity of cattle, and some 

and 1 ('port l-i3: s, that. he intends to return shortly, to he reyenged for th~ 
Some of the merchants. here at the time had their fear.s that he 

\ 11Id11 a.tt,wk thl'; i~ln.n d ; but I have n.o such apprehension: he is certainly very 
r I hf'rnll~, ·uIII ·)ur llllul-iluil l fort would not staurl much battering. 

III tite' midst uf thesc "wars and rumours of wars," and 
" 11 'I t rials arising from scyerc pcrsonal affiictioil, the illness 
)1 t 1", "ife of the writcr's colleagnc canscd him to accompany 
hu lu 'L. ~[ary's for a changc of air; the assistant missionary 
ll' "[ts absent at the same time to attend the scssions, in a 

III clHkayOUl' to obtain compensation for tile uemohtion of hi 
" llS'; ill,ttad of which the person who committec1 thc o11trag(' 
hI' ",t(' Il<'d tu Slle him for (pretended) l1cfamatioll,-laying the 
" llul uf damages at tl,OOO, But, after all, it "as gl'atit~ ing 
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that the cause of God was gradually advancing. Our pInce of 
worship was well filled, and we had an increase of members. At 
a love-feast held about this time, it was trnly affecting to hear 
some of the liberated Africans, with tears running down their 
black furrowed cheeks, speak of the demoralized, ignorant, and 
awfnl state in which their parents and friends are placed, in the 
country from whence they had been so cruelly torn ; but how 
happy a,nd tha.nkful they were, that themselves, by a gracious 
Providence, had been brought into a sta,te of civil freedom, and 
to the enjoyment of that spiritual liberty wherewith Christ 
makes his people free! What a contrast this, even to the 
condition of their immediate neighbours! 

On the 19th of July, Mr. and Mrs. Swallow returned, both 
apparently the better for their trip; but my own affliction con­
tinued for- some time; nor would the fever yield to the ordiuary 
course or mode of treatment; so that, in addition to bciug 
well physicked, I was bled in the arm, blistered, and finally 
salivated. At the end of the following month, Mr. Swallow 
was attacked with fever, which assumed a peculiar type, pro­
ducing a kind of stupor ;:rnd insensibility; and for some time 
he appeared more like a dead man than a living one. In the 
midst of these afflictions, the -painful news of Mr. Wall's death 
reached us; and as soon as I was able, and NIl'. Swallow was 
sufficiently well to be left alone, I proceeded to St. Mary's, to 
administer comfort to the bereaved flock, and attenJ to the 
effects of the deceased missionary. 

I left Macarthy's Island· on the 13th of September, and 
arrived at the lower station on the 17th, having 'had fever more 
or less all the way down. Five Europeans, I found, had Jied, 
and one or two others were not expected to live. I was also 
confined to my bed for about three days, at the expiration of 
which period I pa.id a visit to the missionary's grave, and thcu 
communicated the particulars of his sickness and death to the 
committee in London, and to his friends. * 

THOMAS WALL was a young man of a social and happy dis­
position, of sinc~re piety, and of some talents, which, had hc 
lived to cultivate them, would" have gained other talents beside 
them." But his missionary career was short, and his suu went 
down, like that of many others in this part of the field, alIllost 
before it had reached its zenith: it only set, however, to r~se> 
with brighter lustre, and in a nobler clime. During his brIef 

* See If 'Missionary Notices," vol. ix. pp. 6, 7. 
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sojourlL of about eight months at the Gambia, he was studious, 
diligent, affectionate, and faithful in his pastoral and other 
ministerial duties, and was a very acceptable and useful 
preacher. With one or two slight exceptions, he enjoyed 
excellent health and spirits from the time of his arrival up to 
th': fatal paroxysm which terminated his mortal career: he 
llppcared sanguine about getting safe through the « rains," and 
hoped to labour for some length of time in his Master's viIie­
,ard nut it was otberwise determined by Him « who cannot 
(11"." His lamented decease took place on the 24th of August, 
1838, precisely twelve months after that of Mr. Wilkinson, who 
preceded him on this station; and, like his excellent predecessor, 
he preached on the Sunday (August 19th) previous to his death, 
'rilO 1Ie11 on the Monday, but the following day complained of 
mdisposition. On Wednesday he sent for the doctor; but 
cl'on at that early period he appeared to be suffering more from 
Ilpbility than fever; consequently, stimulants were administered, 
hut "ith little or no good results. He was aware of his 
I nronching end, and frequently engaged in prayer, in which 

he was Joined by the assistant and some of the leaders and local 
preachers. On Thursday he was no better, though visited 
~(I"pral times during the day by the doctor, and other Euro­
P' 1tl . and four or five of the native converts were with him 
n'iJt and day During that evening, be was gradually sink­
III ~ nto the arms of death; and about six o'clock on Friday 
lIorniu,;, .\ugust 21th, he gently breathed his last. He had 

I 'sserl a wish to be interred in the burying-ground, in 
i'1I111eC to the chapel; and he was there buried, He also 

, I 'I 1 ' \Prl a friend to lock the mission-house doors, &c., till the 
I' I p:' me down. Some of his last words were addressed to 

, ,j hilts aud local preachers, who were around his bed: he 
1',ill'ill hold of the hand of one of them, I"hose name was 

,\I'I :\j 'Cll111b:l, :mc1 said wlth considerable energy, "Sack, do 
il \'.11 en;, til ,~ye sinners!" On Sunday, September 23c1, the 
ntlr, prcadwl1 his funeral sermon from Phil. i. 21, (( To die is 

" 

r ... rrls the close of October, ::'tIr. und :Jlrs. Swallow came 
\" ,I'.)m the upper station, the former haying been again 

I " l"'Oll I ill, aIHl still I ery umrell; ana a, tIle author had 
, inned in a debilitated state, and a favourable opportumty 

1,1 of lakin;:!: a trip to Gorce. '\1'C embraced it, and left St. 
al \ " ()ll the :JOth of thnt month. Our stay 1I'ns short; but 

.1 nil' "as refreshing to us nIl; and Ire returned to the 
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Gambia on the 9th of November; and found things connected 
with the society all well. Goree is a French settlement, about 
ninety miles to the north of the Gambia. It is a sman, rocky 
island, a few miles from the mainland, well fortified, and contains 
a population of about seven thousand souls, six sel'enths ofwhorn 
are slaves. There is a good-sized Catholic church in the place; 
but the morals of the people are at a very low ebb. 

-On the 30th of Novemberj the brig "Ocean" arrived from 
London, bringing Mr. and Mrs. Moss for Macarthy's Island, 
and Mr. Thomas Edwards for Sierra-Leone. The latter pro­
ceeded for his destination in a few days, and, Mr. Swallow 
continuing ill, the writer accompani.ed Mr. and Mrs. Moss to 
Macartby's Island, which place we reached on the 12th of 
December. About the middle of this month, Mr. and J\Irs. 
Parkinson arrived at St. Mary's, to succeed Mr. Wall; anJ 
tl1e writer having introduced Mr. Moss to the society and 
friends at the upper station, and attended to some other matters 
connected with the mission, he returned to St. Mary's on the 
3d of January, 1839, and was sorry to find Mr. Swallow was 
little or no better j and, being strongly recommended by his 
medical attend aut and others to return to England, he at length 
consented. 

On the 7th of January Mr. Henry Fleet arrived at Sierra­
Leone, having experienced the painful loss of his wife at sea, a 
short time before the vessel reached the coast. They had embarked 
at Gravesend on the 19th of November, but had to encounter 
severe weather in the Channel, being met by several gales from 
the south-west. They contended with the weather till they had 
suffered some damage, and had dismissed almost all hope of 
safety. But, by a gracious Providence, they were enabled to 
regaiu shelter off Ryde, in the Isle of Wight, where they 
experieuced the kindest and most hospitable attentions from 
tbe friends of missions; and tbeir vessel was again refitt~d for 
their voyage. Mr. Fleet wrote from that place on the eve of 
their re-em barkation; adding tbat, tbrougb mercy, Mrs. Fleet 
and himself were quite well, and felt bappy in the prospect 
before them of being actually engaged in the arduous, yet most 
glorious, work of their Redeemer. But soon after tbey put to 
sea again, Mrs. Fleet was taken ill witb the typbus-fever, pro­
bably superinduced by a slight cold which she bad taken dunllg" 
the previous dreadful storms and privations in the English 
Channel. She never recovered, but died when within fifty 
mil es of their destined port. 
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Of Mas. FLEET'S personal history beyond the preceding, the 
writer is 1m able to speak j but though she never put her feet 
on mission soil, it is evident she possessed a missionary spirit. 
It was in her heart to have laboured in the field: God saw the 
will, and took it for the deed j and as she was crossing the 
« 'ride blue sea," and apprcaching near to the inhospitable 
shores of 'Vestern Africa, He said, "It is enough: come up 
hither!" and she entered, and gained that blessed port above, 

II 'Vhere all the ship's company meet 

Who sail'd with the Saviour beneath." * 
The effects of the dreadful gales from the south-west which 

oCI:llfJ'ed at this time were generally felt on the English coast j 
,mri we have now to record another and still more painful dis­
pcn :ltion of Divine Providence, in connexion with (( the perils 
of the sea." Mr. and Mrs. Peard had embarked for St. Mary's 
on the 2:3d of November, in the (( Columbine," a small, hut 
comfortable and good-sailing, brig, a regular trader to the 
Gambia, "hieh had carried out several missionaries on different 
occnsions. But the vessel was unable to hear up against the 
terrible hurricane which blew along the coast on the 27th and 
:!Hth of that month, and was wrecked on the moming of the 
hltcr date, on the Chesil Beach, off Wyke, near Weymouth, 
\ IH'!" ~llc was dashed to atoms j and all on board, including 
rf)1\l' T('spcctable passengers, besides the missionary and his wife, 
f 11111([ a watcry grave! 

Oil tins llIelancholy intelligence reaching London, Dr. Alder, 
() 1 "f' tile general secretaries, immediately set off for Wey­
"l"lIth in order to a~certain whether the bodies of Mr. and 

I, 1'('111'(1 had bccn wa~hecl ashore j aud, if so, to see that all 
''''1'' " ,Ittl ntion bhould be paid to their remains. Though nine 

I h ;wi hUI rannot withhold a painful fact ,yhich has come to Ins knowledge, 

'lint "inn WIth the \oyagc to Sierra-Leone, in which thi::; excellent female was 
The sa.ilors, it appear:), hall on that occasion rrsolved to 

pra.ctice of pa)ing respect to ~eptl1ne) when cro8s1llg the 
tlll::; nccnrrcu at <l critical time of 1\1r8. Fleees illness, it 

d \l' ~ iujllriol1''' to ller health, from the excitement into 'which she was 
1 thnlll!2;h fraT that her hushand wonld be compelled by the rough and 
lk'n r fTl'\\ tn pn~s thrt)ll~h the 1:\amc 11:l.rbarous ordeal. !::iuch a catastrophe 

II It b thcply lamented. Thr captain of the \essel ha'i long since- been 
d nOlle of tht' parties ,.eTC known to thr writer; but he ha" felt it his duty 

)1 ('( 11 upon r('l'onl, in the hope that ;such in~tances of foll~ and "ichcUnes 
}l ~'dil) amI entird) aboli~l\cu on hoartl the BritIsh Y~:-'~{'b j or, at all 

thOM "hn ,UP intrn~t('(l with the ('omman,l of n ... hip \\ ill tala' C:1rf-' 

,Ith allli h('~ of their pas'\pngrr .... ~hall not he f'nrlnnzcrrfl hy ::'inrh nIl 
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vessels, with their crews and passengers, were lost during the 
saple gales, and near the same place, Dr. Alder succeeded in 
identifying the body of Mr. Peard, which had been buried in 
the same grave with thirteen others. He therefore had it 
removed, and the next day it was respectably interred in thc 
burial-ground connected with the Wesleyan chapel at Portland; 
and in a few days afterwards the body of Mrs. PeaI'd was dis­
covered, and was buried in the same place. This was some small 
relief to their distressed par ents, and other friends. Mr. Peal'd 
was in the twenty-fourth year of his age at the time of bis death, 
and the r eader will find a brief record of him in the Minutes of 
the Conference for 1839; and further particulars of this fatal 
shipwreck are given in a letter addressed to the parents of :M:r. 
and Mrs. PeaI'd, by Dr. Alder, which was printed in the" Mis­
sionary Notices " for J anuary of that year. That their death, 
though a painful loss to their friends and to the mission, was to 
them a glorious gain, there can be no doubt. But we may truly 
say, « How. unsearchable are thy judgments, 0 Lord, and thy 
ways are past finding out! " 

The author was at this time at St. I1ifary's, closing his 
accounts with that station, aiding Mr. Parkinson in the mission, 
and Tendering all the assistance he could to his afflicted col­
league, Mr. Swallow. His own health was not good ; and on 
Sunday, January 27th, 1839, Mr. Moss arrived from lVIacal'­
thy's Island with the melancholy tidings that his dear wife hall 
expired on the 22d. 

MRS. Moss's maiden name was Mallin. She was a nati,e of 
West Bromwich, and was in early life truly converted to God. 
She was united in marriage to Mr. Moss a short time before 
they sailed for the Gambia, and, as already stated, arrived at St. 
Mary's on the 30th of November, 1R38; soon after which she 
proceeded with her husband to Macarthy's Island; and the 
author left them there at the end of December, both well in 
health, and happy in their work. A few days afterwards Mrs. 
M0SS was attacked 'with the country fever; but no danger was 
apprehended, either by the doctor, herself, or her husband. 
But the « ~ing of terrors" did not find her unprepared. On 
the day on which she exchanged mortality for life, in reply to 
questions on the ~ubject of experimental religion, she ga\'c 
the most satisfactory testimony that « all was well," and mon' 
than once exclaimed, « God is mine, and I am his!" S 0I118 of 
her last words were, « Christ is precious!" « Happy, happy !" 
And on Tuesday €vening, January Z2d, 1839, she gent!) 
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hreathed her last. Mrs. Moss was an amiable, modest, and 
sincere Christian, holding sweet communion with God. She 
loved tho cause of missions j and thougb her days of actual 
scrvice in the field were few, she had expressed herself to the 
"rite'r as never being so happy in her life j and in reference to 
tl", future, she could leave it with God j adding, « Should it 
]llea~e Him to call me hence in this distant part of the world, I 
1HI\"C no doubt of being received into that (house not made with 
hands, etcrnal in the heavens.''' Her last words gave still fur­
tIl( cyidcnce that she is « for ever with the Lord." 

'r llC rem1!'r will probably recollect that a 1\1r. I?isher was 
r."pectcd, about twelve months previous to tLis, to take charge 
of thc agricultural and civilization department of the mission at 

hcarthy's Island j bnt that he wa detained by a « temporal'} 
ntch'positioll." 'l'hat affliction having provee1 fatal, some time 
was nccessarily occupied in selecting another suitable person in 
hi, platc; anc1 it mlS not until the middle of February of the 
y(';\r I H!'3!) t1mt :\[1'. Spencer the agriculturist arrived. '{'his was 
" great relief to t1,c writer, who had had the whole of the sceu­
lal' matters of that pcculiar an d important mission devoh"ing 
111'0n hlln up to that period. By MI'. Spencer, and the brethren 
\\ lto had preceded him, the author receil"ed several commllni-

:" t I(JUS from thr secretaries, among w hieh was the following 
printed document from tIl e new cililization committee, with the 
'"lllCll11~ Hcsollltions nnue:ed;-

I (II ,Tin (n TlIV I<'OT'T.\H ..... \. no IfF.R .\BORTGl7\T':~, OF wr.STf:a" A'FH.TC\. 

IOU 1t :\llI'<lnll\' I 1.\Il!l, on the Camhia, \Yl''itCrii .\frica, \\as llmh'r­

tilt' \ II',.. of ("1',lIlllllllicat ing the hlcssinp;s of Christianity, anll its 
";,ill at on, to the 1 \lulah trihes and th(~ aboriginal poplllation gl'llcr ..11). 
P' ci dh h\ llll' Opllrl' ,eli and slll1'r'ring condition ot the pa~tor.11 l~onl: II!':. 

11Id his Irit'l1tb clIgaTd to furni~h ill(' \\ ('slt'~all "JbslOnal! Society. for 
lit 1\ )"ar:., \\Ilil the :;um of .£.',:10 IW)' tlllnllni' tn\\,lflb supportinu; one 

ii, 1\){,1Il m, 1('1\;11') and \\\11 Bathe rcarhcr:s, "ho 110n 1,1 ht' I1llilnYf>ll in instruct­
,lei ;' ,mnl '.., t'u ,,('Inn' of tht~C mlf'rl' ting p opl!', ,'111 ~th(' nat ye t III 

.. ,Il, II. Ii ";1'" .ll (1 prnpn-;l'd tn (' IIlIi ~t Wllh tIe (lirf'ct aT 1 

h 

K K 
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St. Matthew has been printed, by the liberality of the British and foreigll 13ilile 
Soci~ty j a good school is in successful operation; and the missionaries arc encou­
raged to persevere in t.bei..r labours, by the increasing desire manifest.ed by the peo­
ple to obtain instruction. The civilizing department of the work has beell the 
occasion of much solicitude. I'lopes were entertained that a tract of country woul,1 
be procured on the main-land, and that many of the foniahs might be indnced to 
settle upon it in a body j ,yhich would have afforded facilities for communicatiug 
instruction to them in a more efficient manner, and on a larger scale. These hopes 
have not as yet been realized; but, in the mean time, the commencement of a 
foulah vi llage, called Lindoe-Morgan, has been made at Macartby's Island; many 
other natives have had land allotted to them there; and the necessary implements 
of husbandry have been sent for their use from this conntry. 

The term of five years, during which the Southampton Committee had engagrrI 
to make provision for the support of this important undertaking, having expired, 
and the Wesleyan Missionary Society having now taken upon itself the entire futnre 
maintenance of the mission department of the 'work, Dr. Lindoe and others bave 
resolved to form themselves into a new committee for the purpose of carrying out 
such plans as may appear best calculated to promote civilization among the nati"". 
They are anxious to foHow the footsteps of the missionary j to instruct those who 
have been rendered docile by his teacbing how to advance by useful labonr the 
temporal welfare of themselves and their cbildren; and to communicate, by the 
means whicb may be placed at their disposal, tbe blessings of social, civilized lue, 
to the greatest possible extent. The following ministers and gentlemen have agreed 
to act as the new committee :-

President, Lieutenant-General Orde. 
7rea.-urers, Robert Lindoe, M.D., Robert Howard. 
Secretary, John S. Elliott. 
Committee, Henry Pownall, Thomas Gurney, Thomas Fanner, Rohert Ileath, ~r.A., 

Jabez Bunting, D.D., John Beecham, Robert Alder, Elijah Hoole. 
Corresponding Member, B. H. Draper, D.D., late secretary to the- Southampton 

Committee. 
At their first meeting, the committee agreed upon certain principles or rules of 

action, which they embodied in the subjoined resolutions:-
1. The committee do not commence their endeavours to promote the civilization 

of the Foulahs and other aborigines of ""estern Africa, ill the spirit of commprl'ial 
speculation. They regard the enterprise as a work of pure philanthropy, on which 
they enter solely with a view to the benefit of the natives; and disclaim 0\1 inten­
tion of seeking to derive from it any personal pecuniary ad\1'autage wl1lt,ever. 

2. The committee, convinced that experience has liOW clearly shown the impra('~ 
t icability of preparing the Heathen for the reception of the gospel by any pm;o,,' 
civilizing process, and being moreover persuaded that the gospel itself is tIle prill­
cipal means of civilization j propose, in their operations, Dot to precede, but follow. 
the missionary, for the purpose of accelerating the advance of the arts of ciyilizCd, 
life among the natives, whose minds are already influenced by the great truths ot 
OhristiruLity. 

3. As the native members, upwards of two hunch'ed ill number, under the ('arc of 
the Wesleyan missionaries at the Foulnh mission-station, reside at J\lacarthy's 
Island, the committee propose, in the first instance, to afford them instruction, 3ufi, 
furnish them with implements to enable them to cultivate the six hnndred acres ot 
land granted by His late Majesty's Govemment for the use of the Wesleyan mis,ioll 
in that island. 

4. To prcvent abuse, and to preserve the agents who may be employed in this 
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lIn(lertaking from the temptation of seeking to advance their own interests to the 

neglect of the n,til'es, a sufficient salary sball be paid by the com mittee to all t he 
hir .. l agonts; and tbey shall not be left, as was at first proposed, to obtain part of 

their salary from the produce of the soil. 
:). Tht' senior mis::;.ionarics who may have charge of the \~re81eyan stations at St. 

~IaT)"s and Macarthy's Island, with Charles Grant, Esq., sball be requested to act 
as a lucal sub-committee, who shall correspond with the committee in London, and 
hy who," counsel and advice the superintendent of the civilization department ,hall 
he expected to act. If considerable difference of opinion sbould arise on any question 
h,twern the superintendent and the local sub-committee, the case shall be referred 
hOllle to the committee for decision. 

6. That a suitable person be immediately engaged to proceed to Macartby's 
hl:lIlfl for tbe purpose of making the necessary arrangements for commencing 
op(~rations ull the six hundred acres of land ; and that the committee postpone the 
('oll:-.i,lcration of the qllestion respecting the number of agents which shall be 
PItlJlloyerl, and the future extension of their plans, until his report shall have 
heen received. 

The committee embraced an early opportunity of submitting a sketch of their 
,,"dcrtakin~, with a copy of these resolutions, to the Right I1ononrable Lord 
(:lcnf'lg, ncr ~lajesty's principal secretary of state for Lhe colonial departmcnt; 
with which hi.::; lordship was plcased to express his entire satisfaction, at the same 
tilllP n~sllrillg the committee that he would instruct the lieutelJant-governor of ITcr 

_\lajl'~ty'~ settlements at Dat1wfst, in the Gamhia, to cause every facility to be 
I1ti"o1',I(>(l to the ('<;,tahUshment of the \Ym.leyan 1\Iissionary Society at :\rlacarthy's 
Islan.d, with a yjew to h';vP' effect to the intentions of this auxiliary institution. 

J n pllnmunce of the last resolution, the committee engaged an individual of 
f "t 111'nt character, whose mechanical skill, combined with a pTaciieal knowledge 
ot :\!rri('nltm~ ami gardening, eminently fitted him for the t~k, to proceed to 
:\1 ~!'arthy's T"land, ill order to take the managemeut of the civilization department, 
1t1l,1 1',,[111 piaus for n more r,tenrkrl ~ystem of operation j but they regret to state 
tllat his ,1l'parture ha':-. been prcYcnted by e. severe lingering illness, with which he 
"t att,\lld'l1 whell on the ,'(,I"Y eve of emharkation. The committee, however, 
I, t~l II"knnilll'cl to i>cll(l Old. :l'i speedily as pos::iiblc, two other individnals, one an 
:l..,ni llilurist Hilll the otlwr;t Illf'chanist; being persuaded, from recent cOlDmunica­
tl')11 , that tht.' st.'niccs of hoth llre necessary to giyc effect to the existing arrange­
HI <I: fn!' ill tn1l'tin~ the IH.4tivcs. 

\ p:l'jln· .1 h:l~ also h('en ma(lc to the rommittee to commence an Institution at 
\1 warth) .. I land, for th(' pl1rpo~c mort"' csppcially of edllcating the sons of the 

IInl'VI' klllg'" und pn\H'rf)ll chids, a~ well as otlters. 'flu; plan bas been submitted 
to CI!IIlIlI't"llt pCL,on..; ,wll al'quainterl with 'Yestern _\frira, hy 'rhom it has been 
prolHllliH ed ~ Ihhnirahly adrtptP1I to promote the in:,tructioa and impnhcJJlcnt of 
tlU' I't'ople; o.nll the PPHllllilll't:' arc prepared to ma.l .. (~ thf' c'\periment of com­
IIU Illing :m('h all lllstitnhm. 011 a limitetl calf" ~hollhJ tIH'Y he elC'ouraged to do 
P hy till' 1iIli'ra1it~, of their (ri"ll{b, 

II , .. iug made this hricf !)t.lt('mcnt of theIr \ if'W'i nnel ~)hjccts. thf' rommittcr> conti­
tlt'l~th appeal for ~l1pport to nil those who an' Illtf'TI·:-.tCII in the welfare of \[rica ~ 

nOli jterially to thos" who havt' aireu(ly, hy tlll.'ir c,mtrilJlltion to tlLt:! ~onth,11llpton 
( lIuittee, pr8ctiraH~ manifested their approYill nf thi .... ',:ery undertaking. It (,)'In­
n lIf'. that a work which has bt'en so prospeTou"l~ hpc;nn, ~b;lll he lett to Ltn~ui~h 
th r 11 It want of necessary support. .\rif':qllatc ml;<lI1:i for its Vfth('Clltinn \~ Iii, it ), 

,stf'd, tw prO\:ided; aOlI the mhsionary anli ci\ilit.:l.tion f'stahli hlllt':Lt on the 

2 K 2 
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Gambia, under the Divine blessing, cannot then fail to be of the greatest good to 
many of the present generation of the sabl e sons and daughters of Western ,I friea, 
and to t.ransmit it s benefi t to numbers yet unbor n. 

Signed, on behalf of the cOlll mittee, ROBE RT L I N DOE, } 1;' 
RODERT I-rOWARD , eatl

l
J'{'1"S, 

J OH N S. ELLIOTT, Secretary, 

Subscript ions and Donations will be thankfully received by Robert Howard, the 
Treasurer, at Tottenham; at the bank of Messrs. Smith, Pa),ne, and SlIl iths, I, 
Lombard-street , London; and by any member of the Committee, 

London, July 16t", 1838, 

From the preceding the reader may form some idea of what 
was now contemplated j and Mr. S pencer, who had also written 
instructions, having arrived at St. Mary's with th e necessary 
implements for cultivation, &c., proceeded in a few days to 
Macarthy's I sland, accompanied by Mr, Moss. 

On the 25th of February, M l'. and Mrs , Swallow embarked 
on board the « General Brock " for E ngland, on account of the 
protracted and peculiar sickness of the former. H e had with 
him a medical certificate, and was followed by t he sympathies 
and prayers of all bis brethren, and many other friends. It 
was gratifying to find that his health so far recovered, that he 
was able to take an E nglish circuit at tbe ensuing Conference. 

By a reference to thc Minutes of the Conference for 1838, 
the reader will find a note under t he appoiutm ents for Western 
Africa ; namely, « N.B. ' iVilliam Fox is returuing home;" and 
in a letter which he received shortly afterwards from lJr, 
Beecham, one of tbe general secretaries, this was communicated 
to him in the following very respectfu l and kind manner;-

You wonld learn from the printed Stat ions that we bad determined on relie,in. 
you by sending an a.dditional missionary to Mncartby's Island, to enahle )'011 tfl 

return home. vVe cannot Thi.nk of keeping you any longer at your post, ill such 
l'lainful circumstances as you have latterly been, separated from your ",ife amI 
chlld.* We earnestly hope you will come home safe and 'ivell , and that maTI)" 

years of domestic comfort and useful pnblic labours ~ill be vouchsafed to yotl. 

lt is almost needless to add, that, from his dear wife and 
friends, he received equal or still more pressing letters upon the 
subject ; and that, owiug to the note in the Minutes above alluded 
to, he had been almost daily expected, though he did not fail to 
write, stating the cause, or rather combination of causes and 
circumstances, which detained bim. These will probably harr 
occurred to the reader in perusing the preceding pages. :Mr. 
vVall, it will be recollected, was removed by death at the very 

* A son and only child, whom, though at that time morc than three years old, hi) 

father had never beheld. 



TIlE GOLD -COA ST, GAMillA, AND S IERRA-LEONE. 501 

Erne tlnct the Miuutes of thc Conference were going through 
the press; and .!\II'. Swallow's peculiar sickness, which obJiged 
him to leave the Coast, had rendered him, for some months 
previous to that, incapable of doing much work; and Mr. Moss 
llacl ,carccly entered upon his labours at Macarthy's Island, ere 
drath removed his excellent wife, which wounded him so deeply, 
+hat he iustantly came down to St. Mary's for a change of ail' 
and scenc. Besides, there had been no one till now to take 
('I!at'g( of the civilization department at the upper station. 

But though the Gambia mission had sustained a succession of 
losses at this period, an d previously in tbe death of Mr. Wall 

nd 'IIrs. :;)108S, and in the melancholy and fatal shipwreck of 
"\II' and .!\Irs . PeaI'd, as also in the removal of Mr. and Mrs. 
'w"lIow; yet as the statiOll at St. Mary's had now a married 

llJisslOnary, (Mr. Pm'l-insoll,) and .!\II'. Mos bad returued to his 
3tatilln with his health and spirits recruited, and having the 
i;(;lldit of the socicty of Ml'. and Mrs. Spencer, with the valu­
'lhlp aid lIf thc former as a local preacher, and of the latter in 
l'lwrintending domestic matters, as "ell as assisting in the 

,', ,nale day-school, the way appeared to be opened for my 
I' tum, and in a few days after Ml'. Swallow's departure for 
r",:;lallll, I proceeded to Macarthy's I sland, with the remain­
!IT "f the implemeut , tools, &c., which had been brought out by 

~,J 1 ;:iPl'llrCl'. I arrived there on the 13th of :March ; and to 
/')' fI'grct found Mr. Spenccr was ill with the country fever. 
['!Il, d"tamcd me longer than I had intended to remain; but,­
Ii;l\ i 110" improvcd thc death of 1\ifrs. 1\'I"oss, closed my accounts 
"II, th ,t station, rcndcred all the as istance in my power to the 

I JIl aull llll' brethl'cn there, (Mr. Spencer having partly 
'I I, ( I'l d rroDl h i~ attack of fe,er,) and having taken my farewell 
t ,!'" society, mall} of wholD gal"e practical proofs of their 

( III "tlnll all'cction,-I returned to St. Mary's, which place I 
L.I('lied 011 'rlllll'sciay, "l.pril 18th. 

())1 at'l'illllg there between llme and tcn o'clock in the 
(\ llll 'g, the 'Hitel' "'1' met on the beach by an European 

'Ill!, mall, "hI) said, " 'Ilr . .Fo:-o., I nm gJad you arc here; you 
I 1 ' lllst arri\'cd in time!" On asking \\ hat ,,,as the matter, 
III Il,,' informed that the town was in a state 0(' insurrection , 
IlIl ! .. ,t tIll' ~01dier8 and militia were to be called out carl, iu 
Ite ",,,mingo, as Rome liberated Africans allll (lischarged s01ciiers 

: iii Inl-"l1 forcible possession of a small vessel, sald to belong to 
I r, II.; .lllll though a warrant had been issued, anel the Riot 

\d 1 0.1, thL' parties had refused to give it up. Ha\'ing a few 
t l t to lldi,cr at one or two places, wllcre be heal'll in sub. 
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stance the same statement, he hastened to the mission-house, 
and found it was even so j indeed he met, on the way there, a 
military officer with a small guard of soldiers patrolling the 
streets, an d the excitement was general. The origin and cause 
of this disturbance the author recorded at the tilDe j but as he 
took some part in allaying it, an d happily succeeded in pre­
venting an open rupture,-to avoid e,en the appearance of 
egotism, he prefers giving the particulars of this affair in the 
words of Mr. Parkinson, who communicated them to the com­
mittee in the follo wiug docum ent, here transcribed from the 
original in Mr. Parkinson's handwriting. It is headed,-

EXTRACTS FROM J. P ARKINSON'S JOURNAL. 

1'h1H"sday, April 18th.-This has been an eventful day. Going accidentallv into 
the town, I met Mr. G., Ca magistrate,) who told me the colony was in a stat, of 
part.iul in su...'"Tection, u!lCl had been so for two or three days. At this I was TIlul!h 
surprised, as I had neither seen nor heard allY thing of it, and OUI evening sen'ices 
were attended as usual. He said a vessel belonging to Mr . C. H. had been forcibly 
taKen out of the river by J. G., an Eboo, ;"sisted by an armed party of Eboos and 
Calabars, and carried round into a c, eeK just beyond Half Dye, where these people 
resisted the civil authorities, sent to take possession of her under a magistrate's 
warrant for felony. As many of our people belong to these nations, I was afraid 
that some of them might be implicated; and immediatcly proceeded to the place 
where sbe was lying, to try if I could persuade them to give ber up, and retire 
peaceably to their bomes. As I was goi ng, I met a party of men, some of ,,-hom [ 
kn ew, Caltihougb tbey were not members of SOCiety,) going quietly enough in ,n 
opposite direction to that io ",bjch the vessel lay. I spoKe to them, and tbey told 
me that the people would not allow anyone to go near her. They also said the 
vessel did not belong to Mr. H., but to J. G.; that Mr. H. had taken her fraudu­
rently from him , and he could obtain no justice from the magistrates. I returned 
home, and bearing (,bat the people in the neigbbourhood of Soldiers'-Town * were 
in a high state of excitement, I went there, and found three magistrates, Messrs. I., 
P., and G., and the queen's advocate, endeavouring to disperse t.he people, and pf'r· 
suade them to resign the cutter. Tbis they refused to do, unless j.be magistrates 
or myself took possession of ber personally, or gave security that sl,. should not be 
injured. Wbilst we were speaking to them, a mob, apparently from the neigh­
bourhood of the vessel , rushed down upon us, and would, I doubt not, have seri· 
ously injured the magistrates, if the very people, whom they afterwards took up 
and punished as ringleaders, had not formed a line across the street and kcpt them 
off_ For myself I had no fear. Having gone up on the horse, I jumped upon him, 
and rode a few steps into the mob, and they never attempted to injure me. The 
magistrates, finding tbey could not prevail upon the people to comply witb tbeir 
wishes, returned to their homes, and 1 accompanied them. On our way back, they 
proposed to see the commandant, and request him to call out the militru'~', express­
ing, at the Same time, a doubt as to whether they would act against the pcople.t J 

* J. G. resides in Soldiers' ·Towl1 . 
t Many of the soldiers in the barracks, and some of the discharged soldiers" ho 

composed t.he militia, being of t.he same nation or tribe as J. G. 
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sl1ggestell the propriety of complying with the wishes of t he people, by a magis­
trate taking t,he vessel persoually. This, however, the queen's advocate said would 
create a bad precedent , and therefore ought not to he done. Of course, I was then 
s,lent. Being very anxious to prevent a collision between these poor people and 
tllC ,"ilitary, I went there a th ird time, when I was again told, that if I would take 
posse'i~;jon of the vessel , it should be given to me then, or that J. G. would bring 
hrr into the river Ol'posite the court-house on Saturday morning following, when the 
light of property was to be decided. It appears that, shortly alter J. G. was 
arresl pd for feloniously taking the vessel, he was let out of prison on bail, and the 
e,lSe appointed to be tried on the Saturday morning, His seizure and detention of 
the ,c"el alone eompeUed them to try the right of property to her. For, previ­
(,,,,ly to J. G.'s laking her by force, he had heen to the governor to complain of 
~Ir. n. depriving hlm of his property. The governor told hlrn to go to a magis­
(,.te. ITe went to Mr, S. Mr. S, referred him to Mr. L, the clerk of the courts. 
Mr. 1. directed him to obtain a summons for Mr. If., and carry it to Mr. S. to sign. 
TiJi, J. did, when Me. S. refused to interfere. Afterwards J . sought the advice of 
\I r, I'., one of the first merchants in the colony, although not a magistrate, who 
Inl<1 him to go and take hi, vessel. And, of course, J. concluded that, if he had a 
r,~ht 10 take her, he had a right to keep her, until the court decided otherwise. 
lu tlle e"VCllJllg I preached at Soldiers'-Town chapel, to a very large congregation. 
\ hout eleven olclock the brethren Fo'\': and Moss arrived bere from Macarthy's Island. 
I ~"' e them the particulars of t he affair, when hrother Fox proposed to go aud see 
lht, pf~OJllt\ to which I assented. Vle sent a servant to inform them that we were 
('0 lJli II !,t. and in about fifteen minutes J. G. and two more came to the mission­
I",,,," to see ])rother Fox. Brother Fox told them they had better give the vessel up, 
anll disperse the people, or it would lead to serious consequences.* Thls they 
prnmi eel to do. And, at the request of Lieutenant 'J who called at the mission­
house In lhe interim, brother Fox, J. G., and myself, went to the commandant, (the 
~'" ., '''If being at Macarthy's ISland,) to tell him the people would give up the 
e pi, anrl I\i'p<'rse. The commandant thought that we had better go to the magis­
rilles parly 111 t he morning, and tell them, as he was acting under their orders. 
\\ f' r lirt'fl to rest ~oon after twelve o'clock, praising God for his varied mercies to 
u h.lth spuituRllyand temporally j that lIe bad not only preserved us, but made 
l, "Ill emll) brother Fo:\., instrllIDcntal in preventing bloodshed j for such, I am cer­
.11 I 1H1l~t have b(,(,n the case, hnd he not \Yisely exercised the influence be 

(s 0\1 r them. 

I Ii I lOSt! soon ait er five, and accompanied brother Fox to see if the people 
h d r all: Iii pnscrl All was quiet, and not a soul about. 'Ve called upon ,Mr. 
t, lltltl lnfurmc.:d him. lIc could not credit the statement, and said we were 

j, '1'1\1"1. n,. SC01ll, tldc.:rrnined to have t.he people severely punished. About 
('I en o'clock W\· saw the military and civil forcc moving in the direction of the 

" sci, accompanied hy three m'lgistrates, .i\[esHs. I., n., and P. Brethren Fox:, Moss, 
III 1l1\'S If pronirt:d hOl:;ps, .md rode up" ith them. On arriving there, not a 

Hl ·.\J.5 tn he l)een about her. It appeared their.ohjcct \Hll) to seize the Yessel. 

I'h..: It:.l:-'\,)l\ of this Illes~nge being sent was, that the author was taking 
P)ll'f i :-U that. before we had tiDle to proceed ttl tlll tn, the), as aho\"e ~lated, 

I in liS, v.lirn the writer promiserl them he would attend the COlu1-house. and 
utmost to Sl't' thf')- hatl justice dOl\C to them. They PI:'lJ a deference tu his 

.• 'Hlllonht, from the fact of his heing the senior mb~lonaTy, and :Mr. Parki nson 
om pilr.lI h (' strangt>l" 
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However, a difficulty arose. She was ill the bush some distance up the creek, ana 
110n~ of them likecl to ,'enture on board, not even the directing magistrate, although 
he was heavily armed. A consultation amongst them was held, when they decider! to 
seod the constable in the first boat, and directed him to make a sign if he found any 
resistance.* To sbow that we had a complete assurance of tllCir ilispersion, bro­
ther Fox requested permission to go with the constahle in the first boat, I ilid the 
same, and brothel' Moss came \vithout it. vVe bad neaTly arrived at the vessel, when 
we beheld NIr. 1., and some other Europeans, just setting off fTOm tbe bank to 
accompany us. He followed very cautiously. Brother Fox and myself "ere the first 
to jump on board the vessel. AU was still , for she was entirely deserted. In a 
few minutes after 'Mr. 1. came; and, as soon as he decent.ly could, left her, express~ 
ing his thanks to us for our cOllduct, and requesting us to stay until she was out of 
the creek, until, in fact, there was no danger. We did so, and landed in .l,out an 
hour and a half at Half Dye. 

OUl' servants bad brought us the horse::5, and, as we were riding leisurely oack, we 
saw the soliliery and the militia parading the town to capture what the)' termed 
t he ringleaders. One gentleman requested Mr. Fox to show him the residence of 
oue of them, which he ilid ; and we then rode round with them to the house, of 
some of the otbers, in order to allay any excitement that might be producer! III 
their foolish and unnecessary conduct, in bringing out the entire military and civil 
force of the colony, to arrest about a dozen men, although, s o faT as we could per­
ceive, there was no attempt made to resist the execution of the warrant by the chil 
power. 

20th.- 1 attended the conrt-house aU day, along witb my brethren; and so mono 
st.rous a perversion of justice I never saw. 'The ownership of the vessel was nrs.t 
tried. It was clearly proved she belonged to J. G. ; Mr. H., in the first pl"cc. 
having obtai ned possession of her by fraud . It appears he hired her from J., and 
then so ught to detain her on the ground that J. owed him a debt, aud gave him' 
bill of sale of the vessel to liquidate it; although I heard Mr. P. myself on tbe 
jlart of Mr. H. offer J . G. the difference between the value of the vessel and the 
debt, after J. hac! taken her. This instrument, wInch was drawn up by a )luJatto 
named T. L., on the part of lvlr. H., was meant t.o give hiro possession of a vessel 
for 150 dollars which was well worth 600. After much equivocation, tbis mao con­
fessed that, al though it was considered now by Mr. H. a bona fide bill of salc, it 
co uld hardly be termed one when it was drawn up. And one of the signing wit­
nesses Ca Em-opean) confessed that he ilid not see J. G. sign it, and knew not what 
he signed himself. 

In consequence of this the vessel waS adjudged t.o J . G., and NIr. 1. told him, 
tbat he harl a right to take her by force. 

The magistrates afterwards proceeded to try and punish these poor men for doing 
tbat which Mr. 1. said J. G. had a right t,o do. Originally they were committed for 
felouy j but afterwards that charge was abandoned, and they were punish cd for a 
misc1emeq,nOlll' . 1 was the fil'st witness called upon to prove what the mngistrnte~ 
conceived to be the charge. I most respectfully declined to gh'c my testimon), as 
I had assisted the magistrates with my influence and entreaty as much as [ ('ould., 

* The magistrates were of opinion, that probably some of the party were in the 
hold of the vessel , and that, on the near approach of anyone to take possession of 
it, they would instant)y rise and cnt then) down; or, if not ill the vessel, that UlC) 

",eTC lying in ambnsh close
l 

by, and, from t.heir hiding-place, would fire U]lOJl 

them. 



TIlE GOLD - COAST, GA~IBI1I, 11 >iU SIERRA- LEONE. 505 

anI] tolu them I thought lhey har! not acted towards us with that delicacy whicll 
they might have done, especially as I saw several persons present whose attendance 
harl hren required to prove the charge. They were, however, peremptory, and I 
prll('eedcrl to give my evidence. I briefly narrated the cu"cumstances detailed on a 
prcl'crling page j ex.plicitly declaring, that I saw none of the men under examina­
tion cngagcrl in riotous proceedings. I only heard some of them remonstrating 
with the magistrates about J. G. giving her up umeservedly to the constable, and 
,.);ng th.t she would be given up either to t he magistrates or to myself, because 
we would take care of her; and also that, so far from these men attempting to 
inJure the lllagistrates, they kept off the mob when it rushed down upon them, and 
!Il all hnman vrobahility saved their lives. Other evidence to the same effect was 
g'l\'f'IL But, in despite of all this, some of the people were fined 5 dollars each, 
ntlJl'rs, 2 dollars; and a parcel of women, who were merely looking on, l Os. each; 
'mel .T. G. and four or five more remanded until the Monday. 

~3,1.-I again wellt to the court, when J. G., and the others who had been 
frlllaculecl, were hrought up. After adducing evidence of a similar kind to that on 
• '11' "nlay, J. G. was fine,l £10 sterling for doing that whieh Mr. 1. told him on the 
Satlml., he had a right to do, namely, taking his vessel and keeping her,* and tbree 
or fonr others wcrc imprisoned. One of these poor fellows, J. C., was imprisoned 
lor n fortnight, simply hecause 111'. 1. demanded a knife from him, which he 
refnsed to give up. The poor fellow had been cutting wood in the bush with this 
knifr. "hich he had by bis side. Dearing the disturbance, he came to see what 
Wi! thp matter, knew nothing ahout the Riot Act being read, and had no COD­

Ill> Ion with the people; and nnder these circumstances, naturally thinking that 
Ito had a hetter .ight to his own knife than Mr. 1., he refused to giye it up.t 
I' 1 it nnt h~ell for the presence of three missionaries, I am convinced the poor 
! ,\!r" onlel h'lye bern mllell more severely bandled. As it was, I could scarcely 

t' I r IIIl my indi~natjon at t11e abominable vroceeding of tbese men passing a defi­
I" I'd ~('lIt('nf'l~ Oil tllC' poor people, when all they ought to have done, even if the 
r lIi had lJ('ell pro\-ecl. was to commit them t~ the sessions. And it is the 

o ilium u 1 many, that, had tlH'Y done so, the people must have been acquitted. 
II" 1 there i:s a God that. judgcth in the earth!" 

f \l till puiJlication of the prcceding statcment, the author bas 
,,) "tlwr object ill view than truth and justice: he totally clis­
('I:""ls "Il.l feelings of acrimony ag~inst any person, or number 

I 11I"",<OU3, " 110 took part in those proceeclmgs. He has given 
• b(· f1lcb of the case by an eye-witne s; tbe principal part of 
\ I,i"h C:tlil(' lII11ler his olin obscrvation; and he thinks them too 
'Illportaut to he \\ ithhehl from the pnblic. IIi. chief reason for 
I'J,II'I\I" the whole matter upon record, is to ~bow) 'what must 
h.1 " alt'cudyappcarcd to thc reader's mind, that whcrcycr thc 

It Te the Rnthor thinks :\Ir. Parkinson is a littlc 1H eITOI': the magi:stratc stated 
II I J. (j., hacl a right to take po~:o,es5itln of hi~ OWll property. as it proycd to IH' his j 

1 tIt that he al'trd \Hong in ,I)t gi\'ing up tlH' H-:'S:iel to tIt:", j<lih'r. on the authol'it: 
I \\,lrr nt: dnd for fhal he "as finet! ,£10. Httt ";l~ then' no mbtakc or hlnnder 

1'1 IITlittt·fI. 'H' Hlay n. ... k, in is~ning n warrant to l<l1..C liy fllrl't:, hom a man, hi.s own 
III r , II \ hich h(' had r{'~ained rip;htfttl llll~s(':.:-ifln 

I he :.tatccl in rOllrt. aori could not he contraciiejril 
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gospel is preached and Christian missions are established, there is, 
in connexion with them, a powerful moral influence, which is felt 
even by th e masses of the unconverted part of the native tribes, 
and which is superior to the constable's staff, the magistrate's 
warrant, the reading of the Riot Act by the queen's advocate, 
or the clangotl r of military arms; and that Wesleyan mission­
aries are quite willi ng to exercise that influence fo r the peace 
and welfare of the co mmunity, even when they haye reason to 
fear that the poor Blacks are the injured party. 

The Europeans at t he Gambia au this occasion witnessed 
these two facts, and the magistrates could not but ach lOwledge 
them, though not in a formal manner. One of them, it will be 
seen from Mr . Parkinson's journal, on leaving th e vessel, 
(( expressed his thanks to us for our conduct, and requested us 
to Sbly until she was out of the cr eek ; until, in fact, there was 
no danger." And another magistrate, who thought" the mis­
sionaries were deceived " when one of them informed him that 
the natives had dispersed, was heard to say while on the bench, 
or at the close of the proceedin~s, (( That Fox possesses amazing 
influence with these darkies." The resul t is not attributable to 
the missionaries, but to the Spirit and presence of their Divine 
Master. But we all fel t thankful that He had used us as 
his instruments in preventing bloodshed, and in saving the 
colony from a civil war, which, in all probability, would hal'e 
ensued. 

A few days after this affair was settled, the writer, accom­
panied by M essrs. Parkinson and Moss, who had gone with him 
down to St. Mary's, paid a visit to the king of Barra, at 
Berrending, about two hours' ride inland from the opposite 
bank of the river ; and, after an agreeable interview with Lim 
and several of the old men of the capital, we proceeded 011 

horseback to Jillifree, through a most delightful and fertile 
champaign country, studd ed with beautiful trees, shrubs, plants, 
and flowers of various descriptions. Shortly after, a similar 
journey was undertaken to the king of Combo, on the south bauk 
of the Gambia, not far distant from St. Mary's. The object of 
th ese visits was to ascertain the intentions of the chiefs, and whe­
ther they would be disposed to place their children at the insti· 
tution, which we intended to erect at Macarthy's I sland, for the 
education of the SallS of native kings and chiefs. We found 
both of them well-disposed towards the project; and on a subse­
qu ent visit which the writer paid to the king of Barra, he pro­
mised that as soon as the building was erected, he would pl~ce 
some of his child" en under our care to be educated ; and 011 
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leaving, the missionary was presented with a fine yonng bullock, 
us a token of friendship. 

III about three weeks after the author's return from Macar­
th} 's Island, Mr. Spencer, the superintendent of the agricul­
hlrai ami civilization department, came clown to St. Mary's in a 
YC'ry weak state; and as his return to England seemed tbe only 
"ay of saving his life, tbe writer was greatly distressed; nnd at 
(Jne time had almost determined, in the el'ent of Mr. Spencer's 
l"pmoval from the island, that he wo uld himself remain another 
~ car, as he knew the return of the agriculturist, so soon after his 
arrival, would be an additional disappointment to tbe praise­
worthy exertions and princely liberality of some of the members 
of the committee of that department of the mission. But as he 
I. fl' HOW only waiting for it favourable opportunity to embark, 
and as it was desirable that he should have an interview with 
the committee in London on several matters connected with the 
Uambia mission, his own health also requiring a change, to say 
nothing of the claims of his dtar wife, and as yet unknown 
child, and as his brethren strongly urged bim, for these reasons, 
lloL to remain, he at lcngth decided, feeling satisfied that it was 
th" path of duty; and. at the cnd of May he engaged a passage 
it r himsclf and for :Mr. and Mrs. Spencer on board the 
, 1"alIlf";" but we did not em bark till about a fortnight aftcr­
'I ll'd~."· 

'L'he mission at Sierra-Leone about this time sustained ano­
ther lu~ " in the <loath of HI'. Fleet. 

[] , \llY FLUT died at Sierra-Leone on the 30th of May, 
ll, j1lSt one weck less than five months after his arrival 

[IilTe, 1,Indor L1w peculiar and. painful circumstances which we 
j v nll'l'ndy narrated. BuL thoug!. he bowed with humility to 
til(' nfilwti,'C dispensation in the loss of his wife, it appears that 
I,,' lH'\ cr r:l!Ji,d ,.fter tLat melancholy evcnt: the loss of hi~ 
1)(,111\ ,'d 1'.1ltU(;1' uud.er such circumstances was more than his 
" mitin' miud. could Lear. IIe was a deeply pious and dcyoted 
~ ,'J I and had anticipatell much plcasm-e in preacbing to the 
,,1],1,' -on8 of Ham "tllC unsearchable riches of Christ:" but 
" tl t . J fpw sllOrt months he was seized with the country fever. 
II , 1,lst Illness was brief, but accompanied with much ~onsola-

~~----- -----
rt b duc to jlr. Spt.'ncn to say, that he ",ould giu(Uy have remallleu had his 

I II p 1 mittrd, that he had two medical certil1cate:-;, recommending hl:S return to 
" qP' as tlw only prohnhility of his reroy(''l'Y; <ulll that hoth he and his {''\.cellent 

\ \[1 "cpt '.\ ith !r1icf. Itt heing ohliged so :;(lO ~ to lcayc the honourahlp po~t a~:-.igned 
Ii II. 
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tion. I-lis confidence never failed in the prospect of dissolu­
tion j and with a full and blessed hope of eternal happiness, he 
entered into rest, in the twenty-second year of his age. 

The mission at the Gold-Coast had been gradually nsmg 
under the energetic exertions of Mr. Freeman j and it was in 
the spring of I S39 that he paid his first enterprising visit to 
Coo massie, the capital of Ashantee, the interesting , particulars 
of which the reader may find in the (( Missionary N otices JJ 

for January, I S,tO, with some brief historical notes by Dr. 
Beecham. 

On the 12th of June the anthor embarked on board the 
brigantine "Fame,)} with Mr. and ]\I(rs. Spencer, bound for 
London, accompanied some distance by Messrs. Parkinson and 
l\l[oss, several other friends, and many of our people, some of 
whom were on board the cutter (( Crown,)} which had been 
kindly lent for the occasion. He had received every mark of 
Christian respect and affection from the society, both at Macar­
thy's Island and at St. Mary's, with many expressions of desire 
for his return, both from his brethren in the ministry, the 
assistants, and members, some of which were addressed to him 
in writing. On this subject he finds it recorded in his journal 
as follows: (( My time and talents are the Lord's; and if He 
again says, 'Go,' by his help I will do so. Our dear little boy 
will be an obstacle; but if we have to leave him, I trust that 
the same kind providence which has preserved his father in it 

sickly clime, wiJl also preserve the son in a more favourable oue." 
We anchored that evening in the channel, and our friends 

retul'Ded in the (( Crown j)} when the author wrote, (( May the 
God of missions bless and preserve them! If I am not per­
mitted to see them again in the flesh, I trus't I shall live to 
heal' of the Gambia mission abundantly prospering, and meet 
them all at last in our Father's house above.)} 

The particulars of the voyage we pass over. It is sufficient to 
say that we arrived at Weymouth on the evening of the 24th of 
July, amI on the morning of the 26th the writer reached Lon­
don, and was cordially received at the Mission-House by the 
Rev. Elijah Hoole, the other secretaries being then absent at the 
Conference. Early on the following morning, Saturday, 27th, he 
arrived at Smethwick,* where his reception may be more easily 
conceived than expressed. Tears of joy and gratitude ran down 
many cheeks; and that meeting will not soon be forgotten. Here 

* Near Birmingham, though in t;he 'Vest-Bromwich circuit. 
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was a husband and a father, who had long been separated from 
his beloved wife, and who had been mercifully preserved in a 
sickly clime, and throughout a perilous sea-voyage, brought, by 
the good providence of God, to behold once more, in peace anil. 
safety, in his own native land, all that he held most dear on 
earth; and the emotions of his heart on that occasion will never 
be erased from his memory. W hat he felt, when, after the first 
warm greetings from his wife, he gazed upon the fine bright eye 
and lovely features and form of his dear child, now beheld by 
hIm fur the first time, although nearly four years old, can only 
be understood by those who have been placed in similar circum­
st;mccs, and can never be adequately described. 

On the author's return and safe arrival at home, he found 
that the Stationing Committee had kindly appointed him to a 
respectable circuit in the immediate neighbourhood of Smeth­
\, ick; and as the annual Conference commenced its sittings on 
thc following Wedncsday, he proceeded to Liverpool to enjoy 
the society of his fathers and brethren in the ministry, and to 
derive instruction and profit from their deliberations and prayers, 
their addresses and pulpit discourses. 

1\.8 hc was aware that, immediately on his arrival in England, 
lw would be prevented from having any lengthened interview 
II il It thc general secretaries or Missionary Committee, on account 
of I hI' Conferencc being close at hand, or actually assembled, he 
lwcl, dnring the voyage, prepared a lengthy statement or report 
uf the Uarubia mission, whieh he left at the Mission-Honse in 
1 (Judoll. 

011 ]'eaclllug Liverpool, the writer was sorry to find that there 
,,:'" 10 mlditional missionary appointed to the Gambia; in fact, 
T i" ''' ' \1 as 1('ss help now than at the previous Conference, inde-
1"''''\ nt of his own prescnce there during the year; and, taking 
I"to cnn~illcl'ation the peculiar circumstances of the station at 
M,,,·,,,thy's Islalld, with thc uncxpccted rcturn of the agricul­
tmist, :tllli then; bcmg no immcdiatc prospect of any missionary 
01' a l'm' YP<lI'S' standing being sent out, he once more volun­
«Tn d hi~ sen-iccs for Western "' frica, and \r,lS appointed 
.tl'('II11l~tlgl~ . 

Til,., II n~ Hot a hasty o[rer: it had occnpicd his serious con­
"I, ,It lOn, II ith IllllCh praycr to God, for some time. His 

f, "'ntl, generally did Hot think with him upon the subjcct; but 
! I tIl'al' wife nobly responding to it, he ,,-as atisfied. There 

'., hUll PI'l'r. Oll(' Llifilcult"I'-in their dear child. They had 
btll"l! nne infant on the ba;lks of the Gambia; and to tai;:e the 
"n"Pllt one t llere, \I'ho had been born in England, would be 



510 WE STERN COAST OF AHtl CA. 

running a great risk. The father proposed leaving him behind; 
but the mother thought she could not consent to tbat. rfhis 
matter was, therefore, left for a time; but in either case it was 
a trial of our faith and love to God. 

At this Conference the author, with a Dumber of other 
returned missionaries, was publicly recognised and received as a 
Wesleyan minister; and on this occasion he gave expression to 
his views and feelings upon the subject of missiolls: that, 
though it required much self-denial, it was a glorious cause; that 
he'had felt it to be so, and still did; that when tbe great Head of 
the church said, " G.o !" he felt it his duty again to obey that 
cali, and to take up his cross, howevel' unfriemHy the clime, or 
degraded the people; and that the salvation of the Heathen is an 
object for which the missionary sacrifices, and is willing to sacri­
fice, every thing to which the heart clings OEl earth: and, catching 
the sentiment of an American author, during this address, I 
observed, "For this object I will live, for this I will die; na)" 
if I know any tbing of a missionary spirit, 'I would live any 
wbere, and die any how,' tbat the precious souls of the Heathen 
might be converted to God." 

This solemn service was held in Pitt-street gbapel, on Snnday 
afteruoon, August 11th. Several other brethren gave intcrest­
ing and affecting narratives of their missionary toils aud 
triumphs; and the whole service was not the least interestin~ 
of the many religious and devotional meetings that 'Were held 
during the sittings of the celebrated Centenary Conference of 
1839. 

Shortly after the close of the Conference, the writer proceeded 
to London, being anxious to have the state of the Gambia mis­
sion brought before the executive committee as soon as possible. 
in order that he might re-embark, and thus have the advantage 
of the whole of tihe dry season, for the erection of some contem­
plated buildings. But some time elapsed before this could be 
done; and in the mean time he was well occupiecl in preaching 
and attending public meetings. In this respect a retUl'ned nlis­
sionary differs from an officer in the navy or army: on IllS 
return from foreign service, the latter, if he does not retire, has 
at least a few months' relaxation from active uuties, and is thus 
el\\abled to recruit his health an d exhausted strength. 

The voyage to England, with a rest of a week or two during 
the Conference, had been of essential benefit to the writer ; but 
he was subj ect to ague, and hau several attacks, thougl1 happiI.r 
they were of short dumtion. One of the general secretaries, III 

one of bis letters to him, saicl, "You must 1l0t let the peo!,le 
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O\'crwork you. Use your own judgment, and learn to say, 
(No! '" Of course, this rcfened to applications that were 
madc to him, in addition to the demands upon him by the 
i\ii~sion-House; and it was said in kindness to him, and 
from a due consideration for his health. But as his personal 
appearance was rather healthy and flourishing, he had some diffi­
culty in persuading the people that he was not well, or that he 
lla(l ever been ill. And, even to this day, the writer is repeatedly 
co oplimented with, "The climate of Western Africa seems to 
h,tI'p. agrced yery well with you, Mr. Fox;" and by others, 
"Diu you EVElt have an attack of the African fever ?" Oil 
arriving at some places, to attend a missionary meeting, while 
in the vcstry for a few minutes, he has been gazed at "lVith a 
lUi ~tnre of astonishment, almost implying a doubt as to whether 
he had actually been to "the white man's grave" or not, simply 
because his "earthly tabernacle" had not been "dissolved," 
0" reduced to a merc skeleton . However, those friends who 
honour the author with a careful perusal of this book, will have 
sufficient proof (auJ more he could easily give) that though his 
cUll~titution may be considered as thoroughly good, yet his 
bOllC~ and sincws were not made of iron, nor his muscles and 
fI( sh of brass. He attributes the preservation of his life, in that 
lunel uf ueath, as much to moral courage, as to physical strength; 
111lt lilOfL especially to God's goodness, and the prayel's of His 
l"'opie both at home and abroad. 

Hut to return: From the following kind letter, adc1ressed to 
hIlL. h~ the senior ecretary, Dr. Bunting, the reader will 
II" t'it lolcr:1b le idca of what is expected from a returned mis­
" .. n;\r\· (luring a short sujourn in England; that is, where health 
H."i ,tnmgth will permit:-

LO"DO:<, Octob~r 22rl, 1839. 
\t Of \1'1. naoTnr.n.,-'Ye readily agree to your assisting Our friends at \Vcst-

1'['lnmich, nt tlleir annher::mry on Sunday and :Monc1ay, November 3d and 4th, 
l~('Ortl1l1~ to Your and their request; of which you will be pleased to inform them 

illrtll -It I. 

I;HI, ill ('lll1:H'qncl1c(' of ,arlou:) circmn:3tanccs, we arc so extremely pressed for 

:! in TlHlIl) qnartl'T-1, thnt we nrr ohligl.'d to giye you rather hard ,york, after 

\ 'If 'Wl'\' it'l' at \Yt'3t.Rromwich. The calise, ho,yeycr, is gloriolls; and YOIl haye 

~l\"lt }lTOof thtl.t )011 lOVe> it .\-;. a return'. (( ~\"fj"jcnn mis:sionary )OU can materia}ly 
Ii(' 11; nll,l \\~ tru,t that grace and strength will be given yon for the work. Our 

Ifill! " JI" ) nn is ns folIo" oS :_ 

i'llc:-OfiaYJ .'o\'emlH"r Jill, " Pednesday, 6th.-Travel from \Ycst-Broru'vich to 
IIrt mouth. IlI1d. if possible. get there in time to go lner, th e \Yedne.sday e\'t!ning. 

t) th meeting at ~c"'port, in the Isle of 'Yi~h t. 

T11111',1 :', ith.-~Iel·ting at Cowes, Isle of \Yight. 

~unday. 10th. - Preparatory sermons, in conjunction with the Re,". George 
, It rn at Portsmouth anel Portsen. 
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Monday, llth.-District anniversary meeting at Ditto . 
Tnesday, 12th.-Meeting at Gosport. 
,Vednesday, 13th.- Tbere is to be a meeting at Farebam. If time alld strength 

will allow, you can attend it; if not, they must excuse you. * 
Tbursday, 14tb, Friday, 15tb, Saturday, 16tb.-Travel to Leeds. 
Sunday, 17tb, Monday, 18th, Tuesday, 19tb, Wednesday, 20th. - Att.end, nnd 

assist at, tbe Leeds anniversary for tbe Leeds district. 
Soon after your work at Leeds sball be finished, a visit to town may possibly he 

desil'able. Bnt about that we can correspond hereafter. Only do not rngage 
yourself anywhere without consulting the secretaries. You see we want t,o make 
the most and best use of you, while you remain in England. 

With kind regards to Mrs. Fox, 
I am, my dear Brother, 

Yours very affectionately , 
The Rev. William Fox. J. BUNTING. 

At the close of the Leeds district anniversary, the author 
received at that place another communication from Dr. Bunting, 
requesting him to pTOceed "to London immediately aftcr the 
meeting at Leighton, on the 21lth instant." This was to 
"make immediate arrangements respecting the Gambia mis­
sion." « Not a week more should be lost," the Doctor obsel'l'es, 
" especially after the intelligence just received of the lamented 
death of Mr. and Mrs. Parkinson." Having attended screral 
meetings between the 20th and 28th, the author proceederl on the 
29th to town, and met the general committee, and subsequently 
the committee for 'the civilization department of the Dlission at 
Macarthy's Island. The latter now fully decided, among othcl' 
things, on the erection of an Institution for the education of the 
sons of the native kings and Chiefs in the neighbourhood of tJIC 
Gambia, the venerable Dr. Lindoe having presented the mU!II­
ficent sum of ,€l,OOO for that and other objects connected with 
that mission. The 1l{ esleyan Missionary Committee also autho­
rized the building of a school-house at St. Mary'S, aud an 
European schoolmaster and two missionaries were appointed to 
the Gambia. We were in hopes of sailing at the end of Decem­
ber, our passage having been taken on board the « Sea-Witch," 
but were detained two or three weeks longer. 

"The lamented death of Mr. and Mrs. Parkinson" nOll' 

demands our attention. The author had left them in excellent 
health, and happy in their work, about the middle of June; 
and in three short months after that, they were both relllorcli 

to a better world, and the St. Mary's station was once Dlore left 
without a missionary. 'fhis painful intelligence had been com­
municated to the cOlllmittee by Mr. C. Grant, who visited theUl 

* The author attended that, and an additional one the next clay. 
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in their illness, from whom, and from other friends, the writer 
subsequently gathered some of the following affecting particu­
lars connccted with their last days on earth. He is also indebted 
to the Rev. William Parkinson, brother of the deceased mission­
ary, for some account of both Mr. and Mrs. Parkinson previous 
to their union, and embarking in the glorious cause in which 
they both so soon fell . 

• JAMES PARKINSON was born at Liverpool, on the 17th of 
\ugust, 1809 j and, being blessed with parents who feared God, 
he had the advantage of an early religious training. His motller 
died when he was comparatively young j but his father lived to 
see him go out as a herald of the Cross, and to mourn his 
early removal j but he shortly after joined him in the rest 
rcmaining for the people of God. Mr. Parkinson's early reli­
gions associations were connected with the established church; 
'lIl(l, hy his previous course of reading, his mind was strongly 
blflssccl by the peculiarities of the Calvinian scheme: but during 
the years 1830 and 1831, he frequently attended the ministry 
or Dr. Bunting, who was then stationed in Liverpool; and 
nnder h iS rich evangelical and powerful" handling of the word 
of life," and by reading some works on 1,'fV esleyan theo­
llJg), llc hccame a decided Arminian; and shortly afterwards 
jOllw(l the Methodist society. Having" given himself to God, 
n1ll1 to ITis church by His will," he sought for opportunities of 
ll:cfllJllCSS, aud eluring the agitations that disturbed the socie­
tlcq III Ln'crpool soon after hc became a Wesleyan, though 
C"CI) memher of the class to which he belonged seceded, he 
l(!\!·l.lled faithful, "steadfast, and unmovable." In the year 
1 I-i:\\; he h0.gan to preach j and by his diligence in reading, 
,ocdihtiOIl, and pr~yer, he soon became a very acceptable anel 
11,,1'111 lnc"ll'l'cacher. 

In r arch, 18:38, the late Rev. Theophilus Lessey proposed 
ill III to til!' quarterly meeting as a suitable candidate for the 
llIini,try, by which he was unanimously recommended to the 
,I' :ri'l meeting, [mel to the Conference; and the same year he 
\ l~ appointcd to St. 1Iary's on the Gamhia. 'l'hough he was 
• "llrC' of the unhealthy climatc of 1,Vestern Africa, he cheerfully 
n·("nJ\·cd the appointment as from God; adding, " Lil"erpool has 
nflicted deep wrongs upon Africa: it is right that her sons 

sit uld make reparation by carrying to that injurel1 land the 
"Ionous gospel of the blessed God." Animated by these senti­
ments he left his native home and countrv; and on the 2211 of 
(letoh 1838, set sail for his destination; but, having an 

L L 
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unusually long voyage, he did not arrive until the 13th of 
December. 

The annual Reports for 1839 and 1840 contain interesting 
letters from Mr. Parkinson; and in a communication to his 
brother, soon after his arrival, he writes: « With my work as a 
missionary I am truly delighted. N ever have I felt so happy 
as when proclaiming the message of salvation to the perishing 
Heathen. Difficulties there are connected with it; responsibi. 
lities too, which an experienced missionary (much more one so 
raw as I am) trembles to encounter. But still it is a glorious 
work; and the highest archangel before the eternal throne 
might well envy the lot of the most humble missionary." In 
all his other letters to his friends, he wrote in the same delight­
ful strain; and in the last communication to his brother, writ­
ten only a few weeks before his death, he says, « It is a deliglit­
fu l work; and I hope that, in eternity, I shall bless God for 
sending me here." 

The rains had well-nigh passed over, withont materially 
affecting the health of either Mr. or Mrs. Parkinson ; but at 
the close of August, they were both unwell. Mr. Parkin­
son, however, preached on Sunday, September 1st, but was the 
next day confined to his bed; and, though every attention was 
paid to him, he gradually sank under the influence of the fever, 
until the following sabbath, September 8th, 1839, when he 
expired, his faith reposing upon the atonement of Christ. 

In person, Mr. Parkinson was a little under the middle size, 
rather stout, with apparently a good constitution. Though his 
connexion with Methodism was comparatively of recent date, 
his mind was well stored with Christian theology; he loved our 
doctrines and discipline, and, in the discharge of his duties, 
faithfully and affectionately administered them. He was n good 
man, a zealous and useful minister; and his death was a great 
loss to the Gambia mission. 

MRS. PARKINSON, wife of our deceased brother, died four 
days after her dear husband. She was a native of Scotland, 
and was born in Glasgow about the year 1810. When little 
more than twenty years of age, she removed with her parents 
to Liverpool; soon after which she united herself to the Wes­
leyan society, and became a diligent and useful Sunday-schoo! 
teacher in conn ex ion with Brunswick chapel. In this interest­
ing department of the Lord's work she continued until ber 
marriage with Mr. Parkinson, on the eve of their embarkation 
for Africa, when her associates presented her with a handsome 
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writing-dcsk, with a suitable inscription, as a token of their 
regard. On their arrival in Africa, she was truly a help-meet 
to her husband, heartily co-operating with him in advancing 
the Redeemer's kingdom; and in the schools she took a very 
livcly interest, devoting to them all her time and strength. 
She was eminently a woman of a meek and quiet spirit, equa­
bilitv of temper, unobtrusive and retiring in her manners, yet 
possessed with a lively zeal, the offspring of a well-principled 
picty, l1~ith a perseverance in doing good that seemed to know 
no fntigue. The writer has seldom known a more amiable and 
excellent female than the late Mrs. Parkinson. To her hus­
band, as well as to the cause in which he was engaged, she was 
devoterlly attached; and their union, though brief, was a happy 
on( She was spared the pangs of separation; for at the time 
of her hushand's death, she was herself very ill in another 
room; and the painful fact was therefore withheld from her. 
It heing the sabbath-day, however, when he died, she was sur­
prised at hearing a noise, like some people at work, and asked 
what it was. The fact was, some carpenters were preparing 
I,cl' husband's coffin in the immediate vicinity of the mission­
huuse; but the question was eVRded, and the friend of whom 
shu asked what the noise was took care instantly to remove it; 
o th"t he was buried before she was aware of his death. 

fln rrucsday, September 10th, two days after her husband's 
'lenth, nhs. Parkinson gave birth to a daughter, and on several 
')c("asioll~ inquired how Mr. Pm'kinson was going on. Fearing, 
C1'( II now, to commullicate the real fact to her, the answer was, 
, 0, lit: IS doing very well indeed," or words to that effect. 
l;,.~ tbe most affecting part of the story remains. On Wed­
!l. ,<In,'' 3rptemocr 11 th, she was able to sit up in bed, and there 

til" appearance of her ultimate recovery. Having again 
It 1-('(1 most eagerly how her husband was, and receiYing an 
HilS" f'r similnf to the preceding, she said, "Then, if he is doing 
qT~ wllI, anl1 i~ so much better, why docs he not come to see 
1111' ant! the dear babe' " On Leing told that, "though doing 

dl. he could not be removed," shc becnme almost frantic, and 
d.limcd, "Then, if hc callnot come to see mr, I must go to 

him, and J 11'ill; ,. and, suiting the act10n to the word, she was 
\\ It I! ditticulty kept ill bed; nor could she be pacified until the 

rlltleman, at her request, took iu his hand a cup of coffee, with 
IlI'r kind love, and went out of the room, to that at the oppo~ite 
lud of the house, where she supposed her husband was! The 
sequel i !lOW soon told. The next day, September 12th, she 

ntl breathed her spirit into the hands of the God that gave 
2 L 2 
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it, and joined her dear partner in the skies j and then the 
mystery was unravelled, and the declaration of David emphatic. 
ally verified, "I shall go to him, but he shall not return to 
me." Their deal' infant died on its passage to Englanc1 j and 
then our departed sister was in a far better position than 
"yonde?' great and good Shunammite woman," to whom the 
three· fold question was asked, "Is it well with thee ? I s it well 
with thy husband ? Is it well with the child? And she 
answered, It is well." (2 Kings iv. 26.)* 

Towards the close of October Mr. David Jehu sailed for 
Sierra.Leone, in the "Captain Cook," and arrived safe at his 
destination on the 23d of December. Mr. and Mrs. Mycock 
and Mr. Robert Brooking embarked by the" Osborne" on the 
20th of November, for Cape. Coast Castle, where they arrived 
on the 13th of January, 1840, heartily welcomed by the peoplc 
and Mr. Freeman, who up to this time had been toiling alone. 

On Tuesday, January 14th, the author, with his little family, 
once more left Smethwick, and repaired to London j and the 
following sabbath afternoon, an interesting valedictory service 
was held in the Wilderness·row chapel, when Mr. William 
J ames and Mr. William English, appointed to accompany the 
writer to the Gambia, together with himself, were affectionately 
and appropriately addressed by Dr. Beecham j the other three 
secretaries also taking part in the service. 

During our short stay in town, we were very comfortably 
entertained at the house of Dr. Beecham, whose family felt a 
deep interest in our welfare, and whose kindness on that, aJl(l 
on all other occasions, the writer feels it bnt an act of justice to 
acknowledge j and he does so with sincere feelings of respect 
and gratitude. 

Late on Wednesday evening, January 22d, we received 
instrnctions to join our vessel at Gravesend the next day at 
one o'clock. This was a somewhat unexpected cali, being a 
day or two earlier than we had anticipated j but missionaries 
must be like soldiers, ready, at the sound of the trumpet, ~ 

* Some of my readers may possibly call in question the propriety or iudiciou" 
ness of keeping Mrs. Parkinson ignorant of the death of her husband ill the first 
instance, and subsequently doing so by a species of deception. All that tbe wnl<f 
has to say is, that he has given the facts of the case as they actuall y occw'reel; 
hnving received them from the European gentleman himself, who for many year~ 
was a firm friend to our missions, and, in cases of sickness, part.icularly kind alld 
attentive; and he fully believes, that the course he adopted on the above Jistr('''· 
ing occasion was dictated by sincere respect for t,he departed husband , as we ll il 

by real kindness to his afflicted wife. 
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" stand to their arms," to take up their cross, and follow their 
Lord. 

" Who bow to Christ's command, 
Your arms and hearts prepare: 

The day of battle is at hand : 
Go forth to glorions war!" 

Tltc writcr, therefore, though he had some doubt as to the 
fC'al necessity for the hurry and bustle which this sudden call 
occasioned, having an appointment the next forenoon of some 
i Illportallce, rose early j and, having finished his business before 
day-break, soon after breakfast proceeded with his companions 
to Gravesend in the steamer, being accompanied thither by 
Dr. Beecham. 

We had breakfasted with Dr. Bnnting the day before, when 
we had been benefited, cheered, and encouraged by his wise 
conllsels and prayers j and on that occasion had bade him fare­
well. Bnt yet, soon after leaving the house of the kind family 
w here we had been entertained, our cabriolet-driver suddenly 
1'1I11erl np, when, on looking out, we saw the venerable Doctor, 
"lio had hailed him to stop, in the act of running to catch us j 
11l1d, coming up to the conveyance, almost out of breath, he said 
hl "was anxious to hal'e':'anotber look at us, and again to wish 
us (Tcry hlessing." * 

Ou an11'ing at Gravesend about the middle of the clay, on 
l'llllrsday, 23d, we found, as the writer had half expected, that 
the ]wi!, lmd not come down the river: we therefore had to wait 
h II tltc Saturday afternoon, at which time she came j and on 
Ih' C'(;llIllg of that clay we went on boaI'd, as the captain and 
pillt sairl 'YO should get uncleI' weigh at five o'clock in the 
.. lOrniJ'!'. Having erected the family altar, we turned into our 
1 rtlls, anrl during the voyage performed divine service as often 
", \11 cuuld j but for some days all our little band, ,vith the 
"tll('r passengers, (except the writer,) snffered mOTe or less from 
'l'<l-sir-k n('s" j 'Illd having very severe weather in the Chanuel, 
snDlI' of OUl' party expcrienced this distressing sensation to a 
~l'l' t c. tent. Iu putting in off Ryc1e in the Isle of "Wight, we 
.I,ll 1"\1\\ Iy e~c:lpcd shipwreck, having got upou a sand-bank. 

If.. Dt. Hunting" is yet ali\c ;" and long may he live! For that reason, the 
r't r i pn'vt.'utcd. from saying more than, that, in all his intercourse with thil) 
n rahlr. anti \"cneratetl man, both in puhlic and in private, for nearly twenty lears, 

I) 1tlJ. t HI found him to be the wi:se, the good. and the great, lmt, at the sam~ 
. . the kiwi, the ('ondesc~lIding, the affahle, and till' fatherl) Illall j indeed, the 

I tlh' inriflrllt frconled in the tex.t i:, sufficient to contra'lid a thons:\Jlll a."~Cl'tion" tn 
till contrarv. 
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This was hetween nine and ten o'clock III the evening of 
February 2d; it was then very dark, and blowing hard from 
the south-west. Several guns were fired for assistance; but 
before human help could come to us, a gracious Providence 
interposed, and our ship got into deep water, and we imme­
diately anchored. 

Our departure, in connexion with that ' of several brethren to 
other parts of the Heathen world, was announced in a ~ub­

sequent Number of the "Missionary Notices," as follows:-

WESTERN Al'RlcA.-On the 25th of J aunary, the Rev. William Fox embarked, 
by the "Sea Witch," on his return to St. Mary's, on the River Gamhia, after a 
residence of a few months in this country for the est~blishment of his bcalth, 
which had suffered by his labolus in Western Africa since the year 1833. lie is 
accompanied by Mrs. Fox and child, the Rev. William aud Mrs. James, tbe Re,. 
'William English, Mr. Walter Crowly, a schoolmaster, Kakouta Sonko, a native 
youth, the son of tbe late king of Barra, who is placed under the care of Mr. Fox, 
and by two otber natives. They were also det.ained at Portsmouth nutil the 18th 
of Febnlary; and as the winds have since been favourable, it is hoped that, before 
this time, they bave reacbed their destination. 

D uring our detention at Portsmouth, the author and bis col· 
leagues preached several times in that town and its immediate 
neighbourhood, and also attended several other meetings; and 
the friends of missions there « showed us no little kindness;)) 
among whom must be mentioned, with feelings of gratitude, the 
family of Mr. J. Keet, and the la,te venerable Rev. Jonathan 
Edmondson. The severe gales from the south.west having sub· 
sided, and a fine easterly wind having set in, we prepared for 
our l'e-embarkation; on the eve of which we wrote to our friends, 
the, uthor closed his letter to the committee as follows : "Aud 
now, Rev. and very demo Sirs, fathers, brethren, and Christian 
friends, I hasten to a close; for 

j The soft swelling breezes are nigh, 
They beckon us down to tbe sbore, 

And swift will they bear us away, 
Fl'oIn the land we may never see m~l'e.J 

But the cause, though arduous, is honourable and glorious; and 
the reward ,vill be crowns of glory. God grant we may all be 
faithful till death!" The postscript announcing our departure 
was dated March 18th, and, three days previous to that, we had 
all arrived safe at the Gambia, thankful to "the God that rules 
'on high" for having" calmed the roaring seas," and given to 
us, 'after our re-embal'kation, a speedy passage to our destined 
port. 

On arriving at St, Mary's on the 15th of March, we we!'e 
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cordially welcomed by the people, and by Mr. Moss, whom we 
found at that station in tolerable health. William J ufl', one of 
the native assistants, had expired in the faith and hope of the 
gospel on the 1st of that month, after a severe affliction of three 
mouths duration. Mr. Moss improved this event by a sermon 
,uldressed to a very crowded congregation; and the reader will 
filHI a brief record of this excellent and useful native teacher in 
the 1 finutes of the Conference for that year. 

11'. James being appointed to Macarthy's Island, he, with 
[1'8 .. James, proceeded to his station in about ten days, accom­

panied by Mr. Moss; and the writer was in the mean time 
~Ilgaged in purchasing materials for the erection of the new 
school-hou e, having already some carpenters at work. Obtain­
in~ a suitable lot of land adjoining the chapel, we commenced 
with the huilding at the close of April. 

On the 2,Jth of this month one of our members named John 
1 hum died under the following circumstances: he had been ill 
ouly a fcw days, and on the day of his death there wa nothing 
I hat i.ndic<l.Led immediate danger. He was, however, very 
IliIpPY, and on one of the native teachers a king him if he had 
not better take a little more medicine, he said, "No, he did not 
1Ii,,11 for any more, for at five o'clock he was going home." This 
',h ahout thc middle of the day; two hours after which he 
ot up, and walked in his yard and garden, contemplating the 

I)J j"ht hcavcns above, and adoring the wisdom and goodness of 
(rod. He said, "he loved God and all his brothers and sisters, 
mel that about five o'clock he was going to glory." Strange to 
, }, hc ,rrut into his little thatched cottage, lay down, and a 
ittlt hci'on, thc barraCKs clock struck five that afternoon, he fell 
'Ifcp 1n JCSlts! The writer felt a melancholy pleasure, early 

II!',t, mOl'l11llg, in coullnitting his body to the grave in the 
plr Wt· of a large concourse of people, when we sung with 
I" I n1l,1" (;Tuulion that beautiful hymn commencing with, 

•. IIar'k I a voice rlivides the sk)',­

Hal'l'Y arc ihe faithful dead," &c. 

\ !" IiiI' set the llIasons and carpenters fairly at work with the 
<chool, nnd arranged soU\e othel' matters connected with 

ltll"'ltlll, ou the 21st of May, the author proceeded to the 
'\ ('I' station. He remained there about n fortnight, duuog 
licit period the foundation for the Institution was laid, Rnd 

\l'\\ village commenced; and as the raius wcre rapidly 
I' 0 f'hing-, in fact, had begun, more iu the way of building 

PI ,\ not be prudently proceeded with till thcy ceased. lIe 
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returned to St. Mary's on the nth of June, and found his dear 
family and the brethren tolerably well. The Europeans as well 
as natives subscribed liberally towards the erection of the Insti­
tution, as well as for the school at St. Maris; and so much 
progress was made with the latter, that we succeeded in getting 
the roof on before the heavy rains fell, though it was not 
finished for some months afterwards. Centenary Meetings were 
held at both stations during the months of May and June, in 
which the members took a very lively interest. It was truly 
pleasing to witness the liberality of our poor people, who came 
forward and said, ":Massa, you put me down two dollars, two 
dollars for my wife, one dollar for my child, and one dollar for 
one child him gone to heaven." This was said before the writer 
had fully explained how these meetings had 4een conducted in 
England, thus proving that" Methodism as jt is" is the same 
all the world over. Nearly £ 100 were raised at the two statious ; 
and we could and did adopt the dying language of the immortal 
Wesley, "The best of all is, God is with us I." 

Soon after the author's return to Afl.'ica, he was again 
appointed acting colonial chaplai.n; so that his time was fully 
occupied. But the rains had now set in, and the effects of 
these periodical torrents soon became visible on the health of 
the Europeans generally, several of whom, especially the white 
sailors, had died. This was also the case at Sierra-Leone; and 
one of the first victims this season was the wife of Mr. Dove, 
and it is now the writer's melancholy task again to place upou 
record several deaths in the mission families, which occurred 
during this unhealthy, and by him never-to-be-forgotten, season. 

MRS. DOVE accompanied her husband to the Gambia early 
in 1833, and for three years cheerfully shared with him in all 
the afflictions and toils connected with the Macarthis Island 
mission, and was most indefatigable in her attentions to the 
instruction of the young females. After a residence in Eng­
land of little more than twelve months, she a second time nobly 
responded to the call of God and his church, and in company 
with Mr. Dove sailed for Sierra-Leone, where they, with .MJ.'. 
Badger, arrived in safety on the 19th of November, 1837. Here 
she was no less diligent, faithful, and successful in the same 
department of the work of God, with occasional interruptions 
from sickness, up to the period which terminated her valuable 
life. Mrs. Dove was a pious woman, a good wife, and a sincere 
friend; and was highly respected by all who knew her. She 
died at Sierra-Leone of the country-fever on the 7th of June, 
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1840, aftcr an illness of five days, leaving a blessed testimony 
behind her that « to die" was eternal" gain." 

Soon after this event Mr. Edwards, who had been preparing 
to leave the colony, returned to England on account of ill 
I,ealth; and shortly after the Sierra-Leone mission met with 
anothcr loss in the death of Mr. Jehu. On the 7th of July the 
author received a letter from Macarthy's Island, with the 
melancholy tidings that Mr. James had expired six days pre­
,iously. This was very distressing news, Mr. Moss being at 
that time at Gorce for the benefit of his health; so that that 
station was left without a missionary; and Mrs. James, a young 
wiclow, was there alone, or rather now on her way down to 
St. Mary's. 

The writer has been kinclly furnished, by two of his brethren 
in the ministry, "ho were intimately acquainted with Mr . 
. James "from his youth up," with interesting memoirs of him, 
which nrc alike creditable to the heads and hearts of the 
writers; but they are too long for insertion. The substance 
of them, however, he will endeavour to embody in the following 
sketch, with some additional remarks from his own personal 
kllowlcllgc of him. 

\Y. Y IT 1 M J AME~ was born in Liverpool, in the year 1815, of 
p,OUS parents. IIis father at an early age received the appoint­
Illl'ul Ilf captain in the mcI'challt-service, trading to the Coa t of 
'.rl'lCR. where, soon after ",Yilliam was born, he met with au 

acciolt:lIt, \I hieh, together « with Africa's cruel climate, shattered 
l,i~ 111.0le systcm." }<'or years hc was confined to his house 
ai't,·,· l,i, retuIll to England, but murmured not: he said, « It is 
tIll' Lord. let him do what seemeth him good." At length he 
"as '0 fill' recovered, as to be able to take a situation in His 
;\laJesty's cu-;toms. 

\t the agol' of fourteen his sou was articled as an apprentice 
t,) a respectable houl,binder ,mll stationer in LlI'el'pool; and, 
t IU ) ears after, he hecamc truly eOllverted to God. 'l'liis happy 
(hallgc took plnce in :Mount-Pleasant chapel, one sabbath even­
iUb' 'l'he officiating minister was the late Rev. Joseph llolling­
"urth, who, at the elose of the sen-icc, conductcd a prayer­
T lecting. Pointed and powerful were his appeals to the un con­
\ erted: the word reached the heart of young James, and he 
f Hllld himself at the communion-rail, he knew not hO\~, with 
his ('Illler by his side, pleading with God on his behalf. 'rhat 
light he was filled with joy and peace in belie v iug. and there is 
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good reason to think that he never lost his sense of the Divine 
favour, but continued to walk in the comforts of the Holy Ghost, 
to the day of his death. In five months after William's con­
version, his father passed in holy triumph from earth to heaven. 

Mr. James now devoted himself fully to God, and was 
desirous of being useful to others. He soon became a sabbath­
school teacher and prayer-leader, and subsequently a local 
preacher . The latter office was not undertaken in haste, hut 
at the request of others, from a conviction of duty, and a love to 
souls . At the March quarterly-meeting of 1839, the late Rev. 
John Andersc)ll proposed him as a candidate for the ministry, 
to which proposal the meeting cordially responded; and having 
passed the district-meeting with great credit, he was accepted 
by the Conference. 

Mr. James was at first intended for the ministry at home; but 
this was in deference to the wishes, of his widowed and belOl'ed 
mother, who was greatly afflicted. But his heart was in the mis­
sion work, and had been from the beginning; and when, a few 
weeks after he had passed the quarterly-meeting, God was 
pleased to take his dear mother to himself, he, without a 
moment's hesitation, offered himself for that service in which his 
soul delighted, and for which he believed his way to be provi­
dentially, though painfully, opened; and he was, soon after the 
Conference of 1839, appointed by the Missionary Committee to 
Macarthy's Island. 

It was at this place that I last saw him, on the 5th of June, 
1840, only three weeks before his death. He was then iu 
excellent health and spirits, and accompanied me to the river's 
bank on my leaving that station for St. Mary's, where we 
heartily shook hands, after which he stood waving his hand fol' 
some time. I had cautioned him against undue exposure, or 
too much labour; but being alone, and breathing as he did the 
self-sacrificing spirit of a devoted missionary, who "scorns his 
feeble flesh to spare," he was intent upon doing his utmost ill 
spreading the common Saviour's fame. 

On the sabbath-day previous to his illness, he preached three 
times, travelled SL,( or seven miles in the hottest part of the day, 
and afterwards went and watched the dying bed of a native till 
near midnight. The following morning he went to the bury­
ing-ground, and committed that same individual to the dust, 
returned home and wrote me a few hasty lines, then went to 
bed, and in eight days" ceased at once to work and live! " . 

Mr. James was a young man of more than ordinary promIse. 
His bright genius, noble soul, and moral fortitude, gave indica· 
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tlOn of his rising to considerable eminence as a minister of the 
Lord Jesus. He was a most amiable, open-hearted, kind, and 
affectionate colleague. Cheerful and happy in his disposition, 
he was " the friend of all, the enemy of none." But though 
liycly in his manner and demeanour, and extremely buoyant in 
~pi rit, he was never light or trifling. His character was distin­
guislJed uy an entire transparency, and in him there was "no 
guile." His appearance in the pulpit resembled that of 
" 'fimothy the Young;" but (( the common people heard him 
gladly," and, his sermons being well arranged, and delivered 
with great propriety of tone and manner, and with considerable 
power, "his profiting appeared to all." The late venerable 
,Ionathan Edmondson, who heard him at Portsea during our 
(h-tGution there, spoke of him to the writer as a young man 
of superior endowments. How mysterious that a man of 
sU l5h promising talents, sincere piety, and ardent zeal should 
haye been so soon removcd by death! Mr. James died at 

h carthy's Island, happy in God, July 1st, 1840, aged twenty­
f'J lU' year~, after a residence in Africa of only three months and 
a half. 

D \ Y lD J EIlU, whose death was mentioned in a preceding 
I',"'e, f'\.l'irec1 the day after Mr. James. He was a man of deep, 
'mifo!'II', and consistent piety; and possessed in an eminent 
dCI-,'l'ce a meek and quiet spirit. He had enjoyed the advan­
tages of the Theological Institution for a year, when he nobly 
ul1'cl'crl hiIll~elf to supply a vacancy that had occurred at Sierra-
1,(:()lw. \\hi('], place he reached on the 23d of Deccmber, 1839. 
: ' " I. though hc had \\ illingly filled up a breach caused by (( the 
Il ,I f.'lH'lllY," amI thus joined the surviving brethren in the front 

• jJ I, g of this moral field of battle, he was not permitted long to 
ulllin1t\? Having bbourcd for about six mouths vith dill­

,r'llCC', /'cal, alld Sllccess, hc was attacl-ec1 with the African fever, 
lllli liml , 1l0l Pill)' ill great peace, but" in the full triumph of 
,mt],," 011 the ~,l of July, IS-HI, in the thirtieth year of his age, 

1<1 t],e lir~t uf hi, missionary labour. 

On the 2d uf August, Mrs. James cmbarked on board the 
"1_. 11t111(, " :.\Iaas" for England. His Excellency the governor 
Ulilly prcsented her, through the writer, with a donation of 

l l(), "hich three other fricnds made up to ,-t50, as all CXPl'CS -

11 of sympathy" ith her, and as a mark of respect and high 
(.,. III fur her late excellent husband. 

On the 14th IUld 15th of the same month the author wrotc to 
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the ' committee at some length, reporting the state of the mis­
sion, with the progress made in the new buildings, &c. Up to 
this period the remaining part of the mission family at St. 
Mary's had been preserved in tolerable health; but from that time 
a series of personal and domestic afflictions, with heart-rending 
bereavements, together with other trials, followed in rapid succes­
sion upon the writer, so that, though nearly ten years have passed 
away since that time, he almost shudders at the bare narration 
of those painful and mysterious dispensations of Divine Provi­
dence. But though that same Providence has graciously smiled 
upon him again, and blessed him with « wife and children 
dear," he cannot omit placing upon record some accouut of 
those dark and bitter davs. 

Some time elapsed after his bereavements before an opportu­
nity offered of writing to England; and on his communication 
reaching the Mission-House, there was only time to insert a 
postscript in the" Notices ;" but his letter was published in the 
« Watchman" of the same date, with a few prefatory remarks 
similar to the following announcement by the general secre­
taries :-

ST<. MARY'S, GAMBIA . 

THE Rev. William Fox, our respected missionary in Western Africa, has beell 
called to pass through very severe affliction. On the 30th of August, he ",as 
bereaved of his only son, in the fifth year of his age, after two days' illness: and ill 
eight days afterwards he was made a ,,'idower by the death of l,is very ami.hle 
and excellent wife. The Society sympathize most deeply with Mr. Fox, under lhi, 
beavy aftliction, and com mend bim to the kind remembrances and earnest prayers 
of the friends of missions; and ,,'ith him all who labour " in the kingdom alld 
patience of J esus Christ." 

MISSION-HoUSE, ST. MARY'S, November 23d, 1840. 
REV. AND VERY DEAR SIRs,-H",'ing finished some other letters and doen· 

ments, I now sit down to a more melancholy task. I made several attempts SOlUl' 

time ago; but my heart was too full, and tears fiowed too fast; so that I was 
obliged to postpone the efIort to anobher, and then to some other, peliod, till I 
have arrived at a d",y, or a day and a half, before the vessel sails. I must there­
fore IJrOceed to inform you, that, on the 30th of August, my de.r little boy breathrd 
his last, after tw o days' illness; and, in eight short days afterwards, my dear alld 
much.loved wife followed him to the paradise of God, leaving me ~ poor widower, 
with an infant motbedess babe, only four days old. This ,,'ill be enough, 1 kllow, 
to awaken your Christian sympathies, and probably will call forth an ejaculatory 
prayer, that the God of missions may be my jj help in the time of need." I assure 
you, my dear Sirs, I have felt tbis stroke to IJe almost more tban I can bear, and I 
have frequently been led to exclaim, with Job, "Have pity upon me, have pity 
upon me, 0 ye my friends: for the hand of God hath touched me !" Well, though 
my heart bleeds afresh while I write, I must beg leave, on this mournful subjcct, 
to particularize a little. 

My late painful bereavements were preceded by a vcry serious and pro!r;tCl etl 

bilious fever 0)1 mysclf. You may, perh",ps, recollect that, in my leIters of August 
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15th, I complained a litile. I was that very evening violently attacked with vomit­
i ng and burning fever. I continued for three or four days, and my friends were 
very fearful as to the consequences. My dearest Ann, and another kinel frien d, 
thought proper to call in additional medical aid, partly tmknown to me; for I was 
too ill to know what was going on, though I was remarkably happy and composed. 
Having been blistered and leeched, and well physicked, with Goel's blessing attend­
ing the means, I began to recover, tbough it was but slowly; yet I was soon able 
to go ahout the room and piazza with a stick. I was thus far recovered when, on 
the 28th of August, our clear little boy was taken poorly; and it so happened that 
hi. dear mother became ill on the saroe day. We apprehended nothing serious from 
unr dear boy's sickness; indeed, we were thankful he had not been ill before, as he 
hau enjoyed unintenupted health since our arrival. He was a little worse the next 
day, though nothing serious. On the following morning he was much better; the 
rloct"r saw him, and pronounced him so; and the little dear, as I approached his 
berl. eagerly kissed my hand, and, in answer to my question how he was, spoke 
quite cheerful and quick, saying, U Better, thank you, pa." Scarcely an hour had 
elapsed, when he suddenly became convulsed. I had the doctor as soon as possi­
hie; and every means that could be adopted was tried, but to no purpose: he 
,o""times partially recovered, and then feU off again. He thus continued till 
about half-past three on Sunday afternoon, August 30th, when, with his little hand 
'n mine, lying on the sofa by his dear mother, who was ill in bed, he escaped the 
tOlms of this life, and was safe lodged in a better world. My dear wife and 

my,df felt this stroke very severely. She bad thus far reared him, under some­
,\ hat peculiar circumstanccs,-I not having seen him till he was nearly four years 
of age, an,l h.\ing now only had his society on earth for a few months. But we 
endtm olLred to console each other, knowing that, if we continued faithful, If we 
-.hon1d go to him, though he should not return to us." 

t\ly llear Ann continued poorly; and, being so near her confinement, I felt 
","cetlingl), anxious that she should be able to get out of bed and gain a little 
'1i'''"gth before that e,-cnt. took place. But the rllmighty's ways are not our ways: 

h. CUlltllluccl fe"Pl'hh anti poorly till \Vedllcsday evening., when she gave birth to 
10, -I" little !!irl, ",hom I immediately recognised as my II little Ann," thanking 

(,0'] for hi, kindness and present help to the dear mother in the time of need. 
Tlli ,\(l ahout half-past three on Thursday morning, eptember 3d. My dearest 
., lie 'ra~ TI'TI\nrkahly well, aU things considered, that day: indeed, she said it was 

1I1 II{:-.t ,}w bul had. but prohably l>he "'ould not be so well the next day. It so 
holjlpt 111,,1 that she wa::; not; and early on the following morning, which was Satur­
,]<1\, .,iJf' ,\a" taken ill. She took very strong medicIne; hut. the disease continued 
11I1.),h,itr·,j in il:-. l!OllI:-.C nIl clay on Saturnay; and on Saturday night stronger mecli­
'1111' Wu>l. !;i'''H, hut It appcflred to haye little or no eo-bct. \.t this period I per­
, i .,1 a little stupor, \\\hicb r thought "J'> the efrect of the mCflicine, as she had 

.'" T ·1 ~rrnt ll1Jtlnlit~ ; hilt r afterwards lcnrncu it was wea.kness,) and she wan-
i!" 'd (l littll' on t.hat uny. She wru; wandering a little on the Sunclay afternoon j 

\1" if \\ a-; quitt' evillrnt th;lt h('r heart was right ,~itl! God. as she was continually 
n pt Llt lll~ ~Olll!' purtions of hymns. antl on one occasion nppcarerl as if she was con~ 
\1'1 ill"; , .. ith the children, or meeting her class, as she wa~ heard to say, <I Come to 
, 11 rome to Jesus i Jesus i~ the sinner's friencl." . On the lIIonuay morning 
I pI iuly sa .... that nature was exhausL~t.l. though [ had gi, en her pnrt-"ine, mth 
otl things, tlnring the night. Two or three kinll fricnUs sat np with me, anu 

n till I .... as clone that Inedical skill , kiIHlness, and affertion ('ould suggest; lmt 
\lIlt-lit she "as sinking into the arm:- of death, I '~{'nt 10 ht'r hecl -:o.icle 
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• bout an hour before she died, and, though sbe could uot speak, I be]jeve s11e knew 
me; for she gently turned or moved her lips towards me, and reccived the last 
salutation. 

0, my dear Sirs, my heart is almost too full, and tears will flow; but, thank 
God, they are not the tears of hopeless grief. No! I sorrow not as those witllout 
hope. I have a delightful prospect of, ere long, meeting with my dear wife and 
lovely boy in a nobler clime. About an hour after the above circumstance, she 
" who had done me good and not evil all the days of her life," without the slight. 
est struggle or movement, gently breathed her spirit iuto the hands of her heavenly 
Father, at half-past one o'clock on Monday afternoon. I felt unutterable things 
that day and scores of times since, and have had great difficulty to write this lei ter. 
You will, I kuow, pardon me for giving you so minute a statement; it has cost me 
some paiuflll feelings, bnt ,,~ll probably be a relief to me afterwards. My dear 
Ann was inteITeel the following morning, under the communion-table in the chapel. 
Om dear little boy is lying at her right side, and a dear iufant that we lost in 183·1 
is at her left side; and" there their fl esh shall rest in hope." 

His Excellency the governor, tbe colonial secretary, civil and military officers, 
merchants, anel many other respectable people, attended the funeral; and I beliere 
I may say, I had the sympathy and condolence of nearly the whole colony. Eren 
the very Pagans and Mohammedans, as I passed the street, would look serious, and 
salute me with, H Ah, massa! 11 or, "Poor Mr. Fox get plenty trouble." The 
governor wrote me a condOling letter, as did the secretary and several others, some 
of them members of society, both here and from Macarthy's Island. But my loss 
is great. I would not attempt to augment it, or to " cbarge God foolisllly." 1'.0. 
There is, however, a peculiarity in it, which makes it heavy. I am called to part 
with a dear little boy, a blooming and much-loved wife, in the short space of eight 
days ; and am left in charge of a dear helpless babe four days old! 

The lady of Mr. Ingram (colonial secretary) kindly offered to take charge of the 
dear infant. I have a wet-nurse for it, but she is at Mrs. Ingram's ,,~th the bauy , 
and I am happy' to say, that, under the superintendence of this kind lady, it is 
doing well. I managed to baptize it some weeks ago in the chapel, before the con­
gregation. Judge what I felt, while standing over the remains of it, dear mother, 
brother, and infant sister. I gave a short exhortat.ion, as well as I could for weep· 
ing, and baptized the ouly-surviving child of my dearest wife, naming it after it, 
departed motber. 

I have always been very fond of tbat passage: "And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God;" but, I assure you, these late 
heavy and complicated trials have almost staggered my faith, though I care not 
disbelieve the passage : indeed, I received a gentle reproof, ,md at the same time 
derived encouragement, a few weeks' ago, while perusing the Rev. J. Crowther's 
Sermon on Divine Providence, and especially from the following paragraph:­
le On the same principle, we nnd nothing above the character of the plainest and 
most ob,~ous truth in the scriptw-al assmance, that' to them that love Got!. all 
things shall work together for good.' It has sometimes been thought, that a little 
ingenuity was requisite to show the peJfect truth of t.his assertion; but auy one 
disposed to call its truth in question, 'would find it a much heavier tax upon his 
ingenuit.y, were he .required to show under ,vhat oircumstances, to one whose heart 
is pelfect towards God, the contrary can be possible, or how any thing can l'cnUy 
harm him who is a follower of that which is good." 

On Sunday last I endeayomed to benefit the people, as well as get my OWII faith 
strengthened ill the promises and providence of God, by preaching frolll ~I"rk 
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v. 36: "Only believe." The Lord helped me, and" it was good to be there." 
shall have your sympathies and prayers, I know, as well as the sympathy and 
prayers of many of the friends of missions. 

The following kind, Christian note from the governor really did me good :-

"l\Iy DEAR ~IR. Fox,-Be assured none of your friends will more sincerely 
.,ympathize with you than myself in these sad affiictions and severe deprivations 
with ,,1Iic11, for purposes concealed from our penetration, it has pleased Almighty 
God to visit yon. You have, however, my dear Sir, the consolation of feeling that 
. ou ha\e serverl Him with such truth, that in this your time of melancholy trial, 
,,,u ",ay confidently look for His support, while He receives the immortal souls of 
'our late excellent wife and sinless child into His care and hlesseduess. Shoulcl it 

not be intrusion, I should be anxious to show the respect I have to you, and the 
reg"' d I have as well to both, by attending the sorrowful <Iuties of to-morrow 
morlling. 

" Sincerely praying for your relief in these affiictions, ever believe me, 
l{ 11y dear Mr. Fox, 

" Most faithfully yours, 
I( H . V. HU NTLEY. 

'4 G01H'rn:m,ent-llou.ge, September 7th, 1840." 

I must now, my dear Sirs, hasten to a close, casting myself afresh upon tllC 
j Rod of . \gf~~.1J JT e who has been with me, has promised (j to be "",H,b me 
"I\,:n " 

" Credence to His word I give; 
My Saviour in distresses past 

Will not now His servant leave, 
But bring me through at last." 

\\ Ih my l.:inrllove to yourselves, the committee, and all friends, 
] am, 

Rev. and dear Sirs, 
, our afflicted, hercaved, and tried, but willing and obedient, senTant, 

\YILLIAM Fox, rresieyan J.llis~ionary. 

~Il ". Fox Wf\S the third child and eldest daughter of Mr. 
Illd J irs. Jamcs lUiddletoTI, of Smethwick, and was born in 
11 t h'allt) January 2d, 1808. At hcr father's house the 
II I ',llpll milllstcrs have for many years founJ a hcarty wel­
[(Inlf', :l1ul most of the melD her~ of the family are annual 
.lll\SClibl'l'~ to Oll\' missions. flhe was brought to a saving 
I 1\iI\\ blp;(' of the truth whcn about sixteen years of agc, 
tl'I(El,.;h th(' instrumcntality of thc latc Rev. George Smith, who 
'I t hell ,htioncd ill Birmingham, ami immcdiately joincd the 
let hmlist society at Nillereh, there being at that time no '1\ es-

I '):m chapel at SmctlHl ide The genuincne~s of her con"el',ion 
\ l ,idl'llccd by (( the fruits of the Spirit,': and by making 

h(,ISelf useful ill that sphere of life in which it plcaseJ God to 
dl hpl. 'l'his was demollstmted in yarions wap, for some 
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years previous to our union, both at Nineveh and Smethwick, 
in instructing the rising generation in the sabbath-schools, deli­
vering tracts, and collecting for the missions, and subsequently 
in meeting a class of young females, both in England and in 
Africa. Being a person of retired habits, she undertook the 
important office of class-leader with diffidence and fear j but 
the numerous and affection ate letters which she received when 
abroad from those deal' « lambs of the fiock," were not only 
gratifying to her feelings, but at the same time afforded evi­
dence of the esteem which they had for their leader, and of the 
benefit which they had derived from her pious instructions, and 
her exemplary and consistent conduct. Her religious experi­
ence generally evinced a calm, unshaken confidence in God, 
through the precious blood of Christ, and hence she enjoyed a 
sweet peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, with a glorious hope of 
immortality. The Bible, our excellent Hymns and periodicals, 
and a few biographical works, were the principal books which 
she perused j and these she read frequently wirth pleasure 
and profit. The Life of Mrs. Fletcher of Madeley, and of Mrs. 
Judson:of Burmah, she highly prized. She was a lover of the 
means of grace, and almost invariably came from them refreshed 
and blessed. Many a time has she said to the writer, on coming 
out of the ch!l!pel, « There appeared to be a very gracious feel­
ing:" a proof this, that she felt it good to be there. Her class 
of girls was the last meetil1g she attended, as she was taken ill 
the next day j and deeply did they deplore her death, all of 
whom, with many other members of the society, even down to 
the school-children, for a long time after the funeral, wore 
marks of mourn,ing, out of sincere respect to her memory, and 
that of our dear son. 

To the cause of missions Mrs. Fox was warmly attached. 
She gave proof of this, when, after a few weeks' residence in 
Eng1and in 1835, her husband felt it his duty to return alone to 
the Gambia, as she was unable to accompany him j and nothing 
but snpreme love to God, and the deep interest she felt in that 
mission, could have enabled her to submit to the painful separa­
tion, for painfUlI it was to us both. The writer having remained 
in Africa much longer than was contemplated, dUl'ing which tiwe 
many deaths occl!lrred in the mission families, she was necessarily 
the subject of much painful anxiety as to the preservation of hIS 
life j and when he returned in 1839, and Divine Providence 
seemed to point out again the Gambia as his path of duty, shc 
cheerfully responded to the call, and frequently spoke of going 
to St. Mary's as though she was going home, from her prevJQUs 


