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PREFAOE. 

IT must be evident, to all who read the New Testa­

ment Scriptures with care and attention, that christi­

anity is peculiarly missionary ~ its character. The 

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, in its rich provisions 

and in its saving benefits, is adapted for all ages, coun­

tries, nations, people, kindred and tongues. The sacred 

records not only represent all mankind as fallen; but 

they also assure us, that the grand remedy provided for 

the recovery of a lost and ruined world, is of universal 

application: "For God so loved the world, that he 

gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should "not perish, but have everlasting life, John 

iii. 16. "He is the propitiation for our sins: and not 

for Oill'S only, but also for the sins of the whole world," 

1 John ii. 2. Hence, the extent of the great commis­

.sion which Christ ga,e to his disciples; "Go ye into 
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all the world, and preach the gospel to e,ery creatUl'e." 

Mark ~vi. 15. 

Now, if such be the natUl'e and genius of the gospel, 

in the abstract, we are not surprised to find Wesleyan 

Methodism,-that form of religion which Dr. Chalmers 

designated, "Christianity in earnest,"-deeply imbued 

with a missionary spirit. Whate,er other excellency 

our church may possess, we regard her spirit of mision­

ary enterprise as her p~culiar glory. Believing, as we 

do, in the great and important doctrines relating to 

general redemption, we stand pledged, by our system, 

to unite our utmost efforts for the conversion of the 

world. This principle seems to have been fully recog­

nized by our venerable Wesley; and it was strikingly 

illustrated in his teaching and example. In early life 

he crossed the Atlantic, with the hope of converting 

the American Indians to the faith of the gospel; and 

although Divine Providence opened out before him 

another field of laboUl' in his own country, it was trUly 

missionary in its character; and his whole life was 

spent in the most unwearied efforts to gather poor 

sinners into the fold of Christ. Just before this truly 

zealous and eminent servant of Christ breathed his 
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last, he was heard to exclaim, in holy triumph, "The 

best of all is, God is with us." 

The truth of this dying exclamation of our venerable 

founder has been realized by his followers, in every 

period of their history; and more espflcially by those 

who have laboured in the Mission field. Previous to 

the melancholy event, which deprived the Methodist 

Societies of their zealous leader, missionaries had been 

sent to America and the West Indies; and the founda­

tion of that work was laid, in foreign lands, which was 

destined in the order of Providence to be productive of 

such glorious results. The Missions were afterwards 

carried on under the superintendence of the truly zea­

lous, philanthropic, and noble-minded Dr. Coke, who 

crossed the Atlantic eighteen times for missionary ob­

jects, and who died at sea, on the 3rd of May, 1831, in 

the sixty-seventh year of his age, when on his passage 

to India. 

Hitherto, the Missions had been supported by con, 

tributions obtained from the benevolent public, on the 

personal application of the Doctor: but now, the res, 

ponsibility of making new arrangements fell upon the 

Conference; and both ministers and people felt them-
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selves called upon to increase their efforts on be half of 

the perishing heathen, that the ground already won 

might be maintained, and that other doors of usefulness 

might be entered. A regular Missionary Society was 

organized, public meetings were held in various parts 

of the kingdom, and a spirit of missionary zcal was ex­

hibited by the connexion worthy of the honoUl'ed name 

they bear. 

But promising as was the work in its commencement, 

the most sanguine could scm'cely suppose, at that early 

'period, it would an-ive at its present state of prosperity. 

Whether we regard the amount of funds generously 

contributed to its support, or the number of agents 

employed, the" Wesleyan Missionary Society" presents 

itself to Om" view, as the largest Protestant Mwsionary 

Society in the world. 

Although this institution has not been in existence 

-quite half a century, it already numbers two hundred 

and ninety stations, tlwee lutndred and ninety-three mis­

sionaries, one hun(l1-ed thousand two hundred and t!.i,·ty­

one cl'''''cl,-membe'rs, and seventy.Jour thousand th"ee 

ltundred and eiyMeen children a"e "eceit-il1g il1S/?'uction 

tn tlie lolission-sclwols. Other agencies are also em-
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ployed in carrying on the good work, such as school­

teachers, catechists, and interpreters; and we have 

several printing establishments for multiplying copies 

of the Scriptures and school-books, in the language of 

the people, among whom the missionaries labour. The 

income of the Society, for the past year, amounted to 

the noble sum of £111,685 .. 138. 6d.; and were the 

funds still more ample, they would be scarcely adequate 

to meet the pressing demands of its ever-advancing 

progress. 

The missionaries of this Society are employed in he­

land, the Continent of Eur.ope, Southern and Western 

Africa, Continental India and Ceylon, Australia and 

Van Dieman's Land, the South Sea Islands, British ' 

America, and in the West Indies. In fact, so exten­

sively has the influence of the " Wesleyan Missionary 

Society" been diffused, and so great the success which 

has attended its operations, that it may be said of the 

numerous localities occupied by its agents, as of the 

dominions of our beloved Sovereign, "the sun never 

sets on them!" 

Among the various stations occupied by the agents 

of the '" esleyan ~Iissionary Society, none have excited 
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greater interest, or been more successful than those 

established among the poor negroes, both in their own 

country and in the lands of their exile; and the writer 

regards it as one of the happiest circumstances of his 

life, that he has had the honour of spending so many 

years in labouring as a christian missionary among the 

sable sons of Ham, in Western Africa and in the West 

Indies. He looks back upon the past with emotions of 

gratitude and praise to God, for his preserving mercies, 

amid many dangers by sea and by land; and if any 

good has been done through his humble instrumentality 

he would ascribe all the praise to the God of Missions, 

to whom it is justly dne. 

It is hoped, that the volume now presented to the 

reader will not only afford matter of interest and extend 

the sphere of his acquaintance with those parts of the 

Mission-field to which it relates, but that it will also 

tend to excite an earnest desire to take a more promi­

nent part in the blessed work of evangelizing the world . . 

It has been prepared 6hiefly from the journals which 

the writer kept w.th considerable care during the whole 

period of his foreign serviee. Reference has been occa­

sionally made, also, to the historical works 'Of Bryan 
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Edwards, Dr. Coke, Humboldt, E. L. Joseph, the Mis­

sionary Notices and Reports, and other available sources, 

with a view to test the dates and historical facts relat­

ing to the countries of which a brief account is given. 

As an apology for not entering more fully into the 

cruelties of slavery or the political squabbles, which 

have so frequently marred the peace of the colonies, 

the writer would observe, that he engaged in the mis­

sionary work for higher and more holy objects. He 

has endeavoured to remember Mr. Wesley'S motto, 

" The friends of all, and the enemies of none." AJ­

though he always hated slavery with a perfect hatred, 

he never could sympathize with those who condemn, in 

such a sweeping manner, the whole body of West India 

planters; having found them, in many ins'tances, hu­

mane, kind, and hospitable. We have not forgotten 

the scenes of slavery, nor the early persecution of the 

missionaries; but, as they say north of the Tweed, 

" Let by-gones be by-gones," and henceforth let mis­

sionaries, and planters, and philanthropists upite their 

energies to promote the moral and intellectual elevation 

of the Aft'iean race. 

The author is conscious of many imperfections in the 
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work which he now submits to the fr'iends of Missions. 

It has been prepared for the press amid numerous other 

engagements, at the earnest request of several of his 

fr'iends, who were interested by his statements at public 

missionary-meetings, in various parts of the Kingdom. 

He will feel obliged by any communications from his 

brethren on the Mission-stations, or elsewhere, on the 

subjects embraced in these memorials, and will gladly 

avail himself of their suggestions, in the event of a 

future impression. 

Should the following pages produce in the mind of 

the reader a deeper concern for the temporal and spi­

ritual welfare of the negro race, and lead to a more 

united and vigorous effort for the conversion of the 

world, the object of the writer will be answered, and to 

God alone shaN be ascribed all the glory. 

Newport, Isle of Wight, 
April 3rd, 1850. 

W.M. 

I 
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CHAPTER I. 

AFRICA AND TIlE AFRICANS_ 

lVestem Africa as a co.mtry-Gene'ral aspect-Modes of Tmvel­
ling-ll.J01.tntains and Rivers-lt3 Soil-Natu'ral Prorl~u;tion8-
Climate-Native Tribes; Mwndingoes, Jollojfs, and Foulahs­
Liberated Africans-Habitations, Dress, and Food-A,-ts and 
Literature-Superstitions and moral Degradation-P~lyga",y­
SlaVe1-Y- Human Sacrijices-Settleme1tls and Missions --; Sierra 
Leone- Cape Coast-Femando Po-Liberia--Senegal-Goree 
-;)t_ Mary's_ 

b presenting to the public these humble memorials 

of missiona,ry la,bour· in far distant heathen lands, it 

appears to the writer most appropriate to co=ence 

with a brief sketch of the country in which he was first 

called to sojourn, and by making such observations on 
the character and condition of the various native tribes 

as may tend to prepare the way for a simple nan-ative 
of his evangelical efforts to promote their moral, social, 
and religious improvement. 

The geographical boundaries of WESTERN AFRICA 

cannot be accurately defined. The name is, however, 

g;nerally applied to that pmt of the great continent 
B 

, 
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whirh rmbraces the regions of the Senegal, Gambia, 

Gold Coast, Guinea, Fernando Po, and the vast country 
lying between the Niger and the Atlantic Ocean. As 
thus employed, the term serves to distinguish this ex­
tensive territory from the colonies and settlements of 

South Africa, connected with the Cape of Good Hope. 
on the one hand, and the districts of North Africa on 
the shores of the Mediterranean on the other, as well 
as from Central Africa in the interior. 

The general aspect of this interesting portion of the 
globe pFescnts the appearance of one vast plain, covered 
with the richest tropical verdure. " Tith the exception 
of Cape Verde, the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, and 
a few other inconsiderable hills and promontories, the 
land on the coast is generally level. It is not until we 
proceed a considerable distance towards the interior that 

we find any elevations worthy the name of mountains. 

The districts bordering on the rivers and creeks are 
extremely low and swampy. At the close of the rainy 
season, thousands of acres are laid under water, and 
these extensive innundations, being exposed to the ,ays 
of a tropical SUll, soon become prolific sources of the 
marsh miasma, so fatal to Europeans. 

Travelling, in 'Western Africa, is attended with many 
dangers and difficulties. The country is not only desti­
tute of railroads, those wonderful inventions of modern 
times, but also of commOn carriage roads; for no kind 
of wheel-vehicles are used by the natives. The best 
roads are mere foot-paths through the forests, on which 
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the people walk, one after another, each carrying in 

his hand a gun or cutlass to defend himself against the 

attacks of serpents or beasts of prey, to which he is 

frequently exposed. In some of the more open dis­
tricts, horses m'e used for the saddle; but they are not 

generally employed as beasts of burden, or for long 

journies. In many parts of the country, we travel 

chiefly by water. Thc mighty rivers which wend their 

way to the sea, in various directions, supply, to some 

extent, the want. of public roads, and appear to have 
been designed by Providence to open so many highways 

to thc interior of Africa, for which purpose they are 

already used in many places. 
The native tribes, living near the principal streams 

and creeks, employ canoes of various kinds to transport 

themselves and their mcrchandise to distant places; 

and it is almost as common to meet boats and canoes on 

some of the rivers, as you sail along, as it is to meet 

horses and carriages on thc public roads in England . 

. Some of the canoes used by the natives are large and 
handsome; for though the body of the vessel is made 

of the trunk of a single tree, they frequently measure 

sixty or seventy feet in length, and six or seven feet in 

breadth; so that in travelling, I have sometimes spread 

my mattress across the centre of the canoe, and slept 
very comfortably. A canoe of the largest class is some­
times manned by twenty-four negroes, who sit twelve 
on each side on the edge of the vessel, and propel it 

forward at a rapid rate with short paddles, which they 
B2 .. 
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p~y w~th gTeat dexterity, beating time to a tune which 
they generally sing with great spirit, to SO)lle extempo­
raneous song, made on the occasion. Thus, the scene 
is rendered quite lively and animated when several of 

these native craft are sailing in company. 
The principal rivers in \Vestern Africa, to which 

allusion has just been made, are the Niger, Gambia, 

Seneg·al, Kong, Mesumdo, Bonny, and the Rio Grande. 

Most of these majestic streams take their rise in a 
range of mountains in the interior which runs nearly 
parallel with the cpast, usually called, the Kong Meun­
tains, and after watering extensive and fertile regions, 
empty themselves into the Atlantic. The source and 
termination of the river Niger were for a long time 
tUllinown, and their discovery was in vain attempted, 
until the successful researches of the celebrated Mungo 

Park and the intrepid Lander, who solved this grand 
problem. The former ascertained thltt it took its rise 
in those mountains; and the latter found, that after flow­
ing above two thousand miles through Central Africa, it. 
discharged its mighty volume of waters, by a number 
of large estuaries into the Bight of Benin. These real 
mouths of the Niger were formedy regarded as distinct 
l·ivers, and were known as the Brass RiYer, the NUn 

River, the Old Cala~ar, the New Calabar, &c.: but . 
now it is evident that a vessel may ascend by these to 
the very heart of Africa, and unive at Sego and 
Timbuctoo, on the baul,s of the Niger. 

The Gambia may be fairly classed among the largest 
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and finest rivers of Africa, and justly stands next in 

raJ~' to the Niger and the Nile. The banks and islands 

of this noble river were the scene of my missionary 
labours and travels while resident in Africa: a more 

particular acc(;mnt of this locality, therefore, may be 

naturally expected. But such is the similarity both of 

the general aspect of the country, and the character 

and habits of the people, that the description hore 

given of them may be regarded as of general applica­
tion. The Gambia takes its rise at the northern 

extremity of the Kong Mountains, not far from the 

SOlU"ces of the Niger and the Senegal, and after water­
ing a beautiful and fertile country, through which it 

winds its serpentine course, it empties itself into the 
Atlantic, near to Cape Verde, in latitude 130 30' north, 

and longitude 15° west. It is about twelve miles wide 

at its mouth; but, on proceeding upwards, we soon find 
it.s width contracted to about three miles. Thus it 

continues to vary from one to three miles in width for 

a considerable distance, sometimcs extending itself so 

as to present the appearance of a vast inland sea. It is 

navigable for vessels of fifty or sixty tons burthen for 

upwards of four hundred miles, and I have sailed up 

the Gambia nearly three hundred miles, in. a llrigantinc 

of about one hundred and fiftY tons burthen, which had 
just arrived from England. It is true we fmmd the 

navigation rather tedious and difficult, at times; but 

the fact may SClTe to give somc idea of the extent of 
this majcstic ri ycr. In thc dry season, the influence of 
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the tide is felt to a distance of two lumdred miles from 
the sea, and the larger vessels of the European 
merchants avail themselves of this advantage in navi­
gating the stream, as the b.eeze is frequently very 
feeble, being impeded by the StllTounding forests. On 

ascending a hill, the scenery is in many places exqui­
sitely beautiful. On the one hand, extensive forests of 
the richest foliage may be seen waving in the breeze, 
interspersed with native towns, inspiring the beholder 

with rapturous delight, espeeially at the close of the 
rainy season, when the beautiful appearance of occa­
sional patches of cleared meadow land, of the bl·ightes.t 
green, give an additional chann to the prospect: whilst, 
on looking towards the sea, the majestic Gambia is seen 
glittering in the sun as it flows towards the mighty 
ocean. When sailing on the riYer itself the view is 
frequently very pleasing. The margin of the river is, 
for more than a hundred miles, lined with the man­
grove; a beautiful tree, with shining leaycs of deep 

green, not unlike the laurel of this country. Through­
out its entire length, the river Gambia is studded with 
numerous beautiful islands of various descriptions and 
sizes, on two of which, St. Mary's and M'Carthy's, 
British settlements have been fonned. Of these, some 

account will hereafter be given. 
The soil of Western Africa is generaHy rich and 

fertile; and after the rains, vegetation of every descrip­
tion springs up with a rapidity almost increclible. No 
counti·y in the world surpasses this in natural reSGurce~. 

1 



WESTERN AFRICA. 23 

The vast alluvial plains, on the banks of the rivers and 

creeks near the coast, appear well adapted for the 

cultivation of every production peculiar to the tropics. 
The forests in the interior, which extend for hundreds 

of miles, produce the finest specimens of timber, from 
the mahogany to the camwood, and abound with the 

richest variety of animated nature. Its mineral wealth 

is also considerable. Some districts are literally im­
pregnated with the precious metals; and I have seen, 

in the possession of one person, several pounds weight 

of gold collected and prepared for the market. The 
hills on the banks of the Upper Gambia contain iron 

and copper ore, which are worked up by the natives 
into various useful and ornamental articles. 

Notwithstanding the fertility of the soil, the portion 

of land under cultivation is very circUmscribed. The 
wants of the natives are few, and they literally" take 

no thought for the mon-ow.'" In the neighbourhood of 
each village may be seen the ga,rdens and fields of the 

people, sometimes laid out with a degree of taste, 
though always on a very -limited scale. The most 

common articles of produce, and those on which the 
natives chiefly subsist, are corn of two or three kinds, 

and rice. Yams are also cultivated to a considerable 

extent in some places. The low swampy lands, on the 
banks of the Gambia, are best adapted for rice. The 
ground is prepared by the women and slaves, before the 

river has fully retired into its usual channel after the 
rams. The seed is literally " cast upon the waters; ' 
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and, as eyaporation . takes place, it settles in the mud, 
springs up, and produces a plentiful harvest. The cl1Iier 
land is selected for Indian and Guinea com, which are 
produced with very little labour. Mter the ground has 
become well moistened with the first showers of rain, 

the labourer passes along, merely grazes the earth with 
a hoe at intervals of two or three feet, drops in the 
seed, and covers it up with his foot, when the work is 
done. The Guinea com grows to the height of ten or 
twelve feet, and the process of reaping in this country 
is more like that of felling small trees. The mode of 

thrashing adopted by the natives is peculiarly rude and 
simple. They ca,ry the corn to an elevated place 
cleared for the purpose, and then beat it out with huge 
sticks, and winnow it in the breeze. The yam is 

cultivated like the potatoe in England: but when ripe, 
it is much larger; one root fi·equently being se,eral 

pounds weight. They have also a sweet potatoe, unlike 
any root in this country, but very good when the taste 
for it is once acquired. Pumpkins, onions, and ,-arious 
kinds of beans, thrive well when planted at the proper 

season of the year; and various fruits peculiar to the 
tropics may be had in great abundance. Oranges, 
limes, bananas, papwas, sour-sops, pine-apples, and 
other fi·uits, are generally plentiful. 

The greatest draw-back to our pleasure, in contem­
plating VIr estern Africa as a country, is the unhealthi­
ness of the climate. In the neighbourhood of the 
Gambia there is generally no rain for nine months in 
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the year, !Uld dming the other three months the ram 
descends in ton-ents, with scarcely any intermission. 

The river now o,erfiows its banks, li);.e the Nile, and 

the low land is covered with water for scores of milcs. 

After the water has retired into its usual. channel, 
when the rainy season is over, the sUTI'ounding cmmtry 

is left, for many months, one general swamp. The sun 

pours its fiercest rays upon these ma,rshes, they become 

stagnant, and the v~getable and animal matter in them 
becomes putrid. The breeze passes over these desolate 

and extensive regions, and carries with it the seeds of 

fever and death in every direction. We have some­
times found the effluvia borne on the wings of the 

wind so strong from the causes above-mentioned, that 

we have been obliged to close the windows and doors 
on one side of the house to keep it out as much as 

possible. It is true that the climate is intensely hot, 

especially when the k'md breeze blows across the 
extensive sandy deserts; but we do not attribute the 

great mortality to the excessive heat, so much as to the 

deadly malaria generated by the action of the sun on 
the swampy ground which appears in every direction. 

VIT estern Africa has been called the " grave of Europe­
ans ;" and it is true, that the bones of many a traveller, 

and many a missionary rest there. The miliealthiness 

of the climate has hitherto been the great barrier to 

almost every effort made for the improvement of this 

decpl y degraded country. 'Ve have reason to hope, 

howcY(~r, that as cultivation extends, with all the 
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mod(lrn improy\\mcnts of clearing and drainage, th\\ 

.state of the atmosphere will be improved. Our exp\\ri­

-ence has hitherto been chiefly confin.\\d to the coast, the 
. climate of which has proved so unfriendly to the 
European constitution; but it is a fact, well authenti­

"cated, that as we penetrate farther into the interior, 
where the land is more elevated and dry, the liability 
to disease and death is not so great as on the swampy 
coast. 

The extensive tract of country, of which a brief and 
"hasty sketch has just been given, consists of a number 

of independent states, the government of which is 
l1ighly despotic. The king or chief of each tribe, 
however, has his professed councillors, whom he 

··consults on all important occasions. In cascs of dispute 
-()r litigation, they meet for discussion under a certain 

tree, or in a house prepared for the purpose, and there 
they hold their grand " pa.laver. " On these occasions 
considerable native eloquence is frequ\\ntly displayed: 
but for all this appearance of fairness, every thing 
concerning the king is sure to be carried in his favour ; 
and it is quite common for hinl to dispose of the 
persons and property of his subjects according to the 

-caprice of the moment. 
'Vestern Africa is inhabited by various tribes of the 

"negro race, and I have in my possession specimens of 
thirty different languages and dialects spoken by these 
people. But the principal tribes l'esident on the banks 

. of the Gambia are the Mandingoes, the Jolloffs, and the 
1 
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Foulahs. The lIIandingoes al'e a fine, tall, warlike race 

of men. They are to bc found chiefly on the southem 

side of the river, and far away into the interior of those 

districts through which the celebrated Mungo Park 

travelled on his way to the Niger. The Jolloff's are 

more eff'eminate and delicate in their personal appear­

ance. They live principally in the country which lies 

between the Gambia and the Senegal. The Foulahs 

are a wandering pastoral tribe of people, without any 

certain dwelling-place. They make no claim to a right 
in the soil; but live by the sufferance of the Mandin­

goes and the Jolloff's, in whose countries they find pas­
turage for their cattle for the time being, removing 

from place to place as occasion requires. Being thus . 

dependent, the Foulahs sometimes suffer much incon­

venience and loss. They bave not only to pay a large 
tribute for the privilege of pasturing their cattle, but 

the king will occasionally come down upon them, and 
take away nearly all they have. The Mandingocs and 

J olloffs are of jet-black complexion: but the Foulahs 

8l'e of a yellow or brown hue, and they have a tradition 
among themselves, that they originally sprang from a 
white man who settled in the country. 

The British settlements on the coast are, to a con­

siderable extcnt, peopled by negroes who had been first 
stolen from their country, but were afterwards liberated 

from slave-vessels captured by the British men-of-war 

stationed along the coast for the supprcssion of the 

slaw-trade. These people are of Yariou,5 tribes from 
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the interior, and soon leam to speak broken English'. 
They make very g'ood domestics, sailors, and mechanics. 
Some of them have not only been civili7.cd, but savingly 

converted to the faith of the gospel; and have returned 

to their own country in the interior, can-ying with them 
the knowledge of the truth, as well as the various arts 
of civilized life. 

Although the native tribes of. vVestern Africa are very 
numerous, in a faithful description of one, we have a 
prctty accurate picture of the whole. As a pe?ple, they 
do not like work: not that I think them naturally more 
indolent than the natives of other tropical countries; 
but their wants are so few, and so easily supplied, that 
they do not put themselves out of the way for any 
thing. They never concern themselves about the future; 
hence, when the season proves unfa,ourable, there is 
frequently scarcity, and sometimes famine. The labom' 

that is absolutely necessMJ' is generally performed by 
women and slaves, while the men iclie away most of 
their time on the bentang, a platform of cane wattled 
work, generally situated at the entrance of the town, un­

der a large shady tree, where they sit for hours together, 
talking over the news of the day. 

The huts of the natiYes are generally bnilt of cane 
wattled work, or mud. They are sometimes of a square 
form, but more frequently round. The door is usually 
,ery low, and I have occasionally had to go down upon 
my hands and knces before I could enter. The door is 
the only opening for the admis~ion of light, or the let-

1 
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ting out of .smoke when they light a fire; so that the 

inside of their dwellings is very dark and gloomy. Their 

furniture is equally rude. A kind of wattle-work plat­

form, covered with a large mat, and supported by a few 

pieces of wood, serves them for a bed. A box, a wooden 
bench, a stool or two, a few calabashes and wooden 

bowls, with a mortar and pestle for beating their eorn 

and rice, make up the remainder of their household 

goods. 
\\nen in full dress, the men of the Mandingo and 

J olloff nations wear wide trousers drawn tight round 

the knee, with the leg bare, and sandals on the feet . 

The upper part of the person is wrapped in an oblong 

piece of cloth, called a pang; or sometimes in a loose 

robe like a wide shirt, and a cap or turban on the head, 

with abundance of g?'eeg?'ees, or charms, around their 

necks, arms, or legs. The female dress consists chiefly 
of two pangs; one drawn rOlmd the waist and tucked 

in on the left side, and the other thrown rather gmce­

fully over the shoulders, with sandals on the feet, and a 
head-w'ess fonned of handkerchiefs of various colours. 

They are not easily induced to adopt the European mode 

of dress. They say, " 'White ladie,s are too foolish: 

they first cut the cloth all into small pieces, and then 

take the trouble to sew it together again; but we are 
more wise, we take it and wear it just as it is." All 

classes of natives are very fond of ornaments. The 
females of quality wear massive gold ear-rings, fre­

quently supported by a string over the head. They 



30 ~IISSro:<" ARY ME)[ORIALS. 

also weal' large rings of silver or gold on their arms 
and ankles, according to the circumstances of the 
wearer, with a profusion of beads, not only on their 

:necks, but round their waists. If they happen to run 
;a few yards, the shaking of their beads and other 
-ornaments may be heard for a considerable distance. 
'Whilst many of the natives are thus decorated, when in 
full dress, laJ:ge numbers of adults, as well as children 
of both sexes, may be frequently seen nearly naked. 

Their food is as simple as their dwellings, furniture, 

and wea.ring apparel. They seldom make use of animal 
food, but live chiefly on corn and rice. The fh:st thing 
that is heard in the morning, long before daylight, is 
1;he pounding of the corn for cuscus, which is a very 
'nice dish when well prepared. The negroes are fond 
·{)f pahn-wine, with which they frequently become 
intoxicated, as well as with the" 'fu'e water," which 
·they procID'e from white men. 

Among a people so rude and barbarous, we could 
har-illy expect to find much progress made in the arts of 
-civilized life. Hence our pleasurable disappointment 
·on :penetrating into the interior of the country, to find 
that so much had been done in this way. On the 
banks of the Gambia, the natives grow, spin, dye, and 

weave the cotton of which their simple garments are 
made. They also manufacture certain articles in earth­
enware, wood, leather, iron, brass, silver, and gold, 
as well as matting of various kinds. Many of their 
~rnamental trinkets are made with considerable taste, 
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and shew the ingenuity and capability of these people. 
The native literature is, of course, very limited. The 

0111y written charactcr in use is the Arabic; this is 

employed not merely for writing the Arabic language 

properly so called, but, also for keeping accounts, and 
noting down various matters in the Mandingo and 
Jolloff dialects. The only native books which I have 
met with are the Alcoran and a few MallOmetan 
prayers, written generally on loose pieces of paper, and 
carried in a small leather pouch hung from the neck, 
so as to be always at hand. Some of the priests CaD­

write modern Arabic with considerable fluency, and I 
occasionally met with a marraboo or learned man, who­
could read the Arabic bibles and testaments, with 
which I was furnished by the British and Foreign. 
Bible Society. 

The natives of vYestern Africa may be divided into­
two great classes, Mahometans and Pagans; and though 
these may differ in some of their religious rites and 
ceremonies, they are alike ignorant, debased, " earthly, . 
sensual, devilish," " without God and without hope in' 
the world." The Mahometans of Western Africa have' 
some confused idea of the existence of one God, and, 
they have some strange traditions about Mahomet his. 
prophet; but their religion chiefly consists in muttering; 
a few Arabic prayers, counting of beads, and observing, 
certain days for fasting and feasting. The most pro-· 
minent feature ' in their religion is their superstitious' 
regard for their greegrees. The greegree is nothing: 
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more than a scrap of Arabic writing in the form of a 
charm 01' amulet, prepared by the priest, and enclosed 

in a piece of cloth 01' stained leather, so as to be worn 
on the person as an ornament. A native will wear one 

of these to preserve him fi'om being drowned, if the 
canoe should upset; another to prevent him fi'om being 
killed in war; and another to make him successful in 
any enterprise. Thus the number is increased to a great 
extent, and you may sometimes meet with a Mandingo 
almost covered with them. The Pagans are, if possible, 
still mOl'e debased ; a.nd in many inst.·mces they worship 
the devil himself. And when we reason with them on 
the sin and folly of their conduct, they tcll us that none 
can harm them but the devil; therefore if they can only 
keep fi'iends with him, they will be safc. 

The moral degraclation of both Mahometans and Pa­
gans in Western Africa is shewn in many striking 
featUl'es, anlong which we may mention the prevalence 
of polygamy. No sooner has the African taken to 

himself one wife, than he is ambitious to have a second, 
a third, and a fourth. This number is allowed even to 
the lowest classes, as soon as they are in circumstances 
to procm'e them; for it must be remembered that in all 
cases the man pays a handsome price (say two 01' three 
muskets, or a bullock) to the parents for their daughter. 
But while the co=on people are allowed to increase 
their domestic establishmcpts in this way, the higher 
classes and the native chiefs take wives almost without 
number. I have seen the king of Barra sm'l'ounded by 

) 
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n multitude of females, all said to be his wiyes; and it · 

is reported that the king of Ashanti numbers three 
thousand three hundred and thirty-three wives, many 
of whom he has never seen, and llever will see. The 
men look upon their wives, not as their companions, 

but as an inferior race of beings, and employ them as 
slaves, or beasts of burden. 

Another fearful evil is slavery. Since there has been 
such a demand for slayes on the coast, by vessels visiting 
the country for the purpose of carrying on the horrid 
traffic, it has been the common practice of the native 
chiefs to make war upon the peaceful inhabitants for 
the very purpose of taking them captive. Many a 
quiet village has been attacked with fire and sword, in 
the dead of the night, and the poor unoffending inhab­
itants either killed in attempting to fly, or driven off 
like sheep to the market. On arriving at the coast, 
they are shipped on board the slave-vessels, and ban­
ished from their native land, never to see it again. 
Notwithstanding the means adopted for the prevention 
of the slave-trade, it is stated, on good authority, that 
the total number of negroes annually dragged away 
from their native country cannot be less than two 
hundred thousand! 

But the most appalling circumstance, is the preYa­
lence of human sac"ifices among many of the pagan 
tribes of that country. Human beings, chiefly slaves 
and culprits, are deliberately murdered in cool blood by 
hundreds, partly to appease the anger of their gods, 

c 
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whom they suppose to delight in human gorc; and 
partly with a view to furnish to the spirits of departed 
chiefs a numerous retinue in another world. 

It will be unnecessary, in this place, further to 
extend our observations on the character and condition 

of the negro race, as frequent opportunities will occur 
of reverting to the subject in the course of the 
narrative. 'Ve shall, therefore, devote the l~emaining 
portion of this introductory chapter to a few remarks 
on the means employed for the amelioration of the 
social and moral miseries of that unhappy country. 

The history of early disc<1Yery, in Africa, as conduct­
ed by the Portuguese, Dutch, and English, presents to 
our view a moumful picture of human ambition and 
selfishness. Associations were formed, travellers went 
forth, and many lives were sacrificed in the vast 
unknown interior, without any reference to the moral 
elevation of the degraded inhabitants. Gold and slaves 
were the general objects of pursuit. The horrid traffic 
in human beings had become a branch of commerce, 
not ouly sanctioned, but legalized by the legislature of 
this country. 

At a later period, expeditions were sent to explore 
the vast continent with reference to the advancement of 
SCIence. Attempts were afterwards made to introduce 
among the natives the arts of civilization; and ultimate­
ly, the voice of 'Wilbelforce was heard in the British 
senate, demanding the entu'e abolition of the accursed 
slaveotrade. This grand object was at length accom-

1 
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plished, so far as England was concerned, and various 
plans were adopted, by the formation of settlements 
and missions, for the extinction of the traffic in human 
beings as carried on by other nations, as well as to 
promote the civilization and ()hristianization of the 
degraded inhabitants. These measures have been 
pursued with varied success, up to the present time, at 
several places along the western coast, washed by the 
Atlantic ocean, which we now proceed to notice. 

SIERRA LEONE, in latitude 80 30' north, on the 

southern bank of a considerable river of that name, 
was the first British settlement on the western coast 

of Africa; the avowed object of which was the moral 
improvement of the natives. The tract of land origin­
ally purchased from the native chiefs was only ten 
square miles; but it has since been enlarged by an 
accession of territory to the extent of thirty square 
miles. Never was a British colony more unfortunate 
in its co=encement than this. At the close of the 
American war, the negroes who had served under the 
British standard, were located, some in Nova Scotia, 
and others in the Bahama Islands; but not contented 
with their situation, many of them repaired to London, 
where, it is said, they" became subject to every misery, 
and familiar with every vice." A committee was 
soon formed for their relief, in which the celebrated 
Mr. Granville Sharpe took a distinguished part, and in 
1787, about four hundred blacks and sixty whites 
embarked for Sierra Leone. The whites are said to 

C 2 . 
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have been women of the most abandoned ch(JJractm'! 

Such were the materials of the first English colony in 
Western Africa! A company of American refugee 
slaves, and London prostitutes, sent out by British 
philanthropy, to enlighten and civilize Africa! The 

result may be antic~pated. From the combined influ­
ence of the climate, and ,tbe vicious habits of the 
colonists, the mortality was fearful. In a few months, 
nearly one half of the whole had either clied or escaped 
from the colony; and in little more than a year, the 
whole were clispersed, and the town was burnt to ashes 
by an African chief. 

In the year 1791, another association was formed, by 
whose efforts a few of the clispersed colonists were 
again collected, and about twelve hundred more (free 
negroes) were transported from Nova Scotia. About 
,three years afterwards, the town was destroyed by a 
French squadron; and in 1808, clisappointed and clis­
.coumged, the company transferred the whole establish­
ment to the British government. From that period it 
has continued to prosper, nOhvithstancIing the diflicul­
ties it has had to encounter from the unhealthy 
character of the climate, and the political enemies who 
have frequently assailed it. The greater number of the 
Af.riCjlJls, liberated by the British crnisers, stationed 
along the coast for the suppression of the slave-trade, 
,having been brought to Sierra Leone, the population 
JUtS considerably ,increased, and may now be estimated 
at fifty. thousand; jncIuding about one hundred Europe-

.t " 
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ans, some of whom are engaged in public offices, and 

others in mercantile speculations. The liberated 
Africans are located not only in Free Town, the capital, 
which stands upon the peninsula about six miles from 
the cape; but also in a number of villages on the 
mountains: the principal of which are, WilbeJforce, 
Wellington, Waterloo, York, Regent, Kissey, Kent, and 
Charlotte. They are employed in various industrial 
pursuits; some as agriculturists, and others as mer­
chants and mechanics. These people, having been 
originally stoleu fi·om· vaiious districts in the interior of 
Africa, speak a great variety of dialects; but they soon 
learn English, and become, by proper instruction, quite 
useful and intelligent. Several have become possessed 
of considerable property, and occupy a respectable 
position in society. There are some good buildings in 
Free Town, and the villages are rising into importance. 
The land, in every direction, is fertile; and the highest 
hills are covered with vcrdme. Altogether, the settle­
ment wears a pleasing aspect. 

The most interesting feature in the colony .of Siena 
Leone is, however, its rapid advancement in religion 
and morals. The agents of the "Church Missionary 
Society" have laboured with indefatigable zeal and great 
success. Their churches and schools have been instru­
mental in the salvation and happiness of many precious 
souls. But, it is to the character and results of the per­
severing efforts of the" 'Wesleyan Missionary Society," 
that we would more particularly direct attention. As 
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early as 1796, the venerable Dr. Coke, the father of 

vVesleyan Missions, devised a scheme for the civilization 
of the Foulahs, in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone. 

This expedition, which originated in motives so purely 

benevolent, proved an entire failure, chiefly from want 

of adaptation in the agents employed. The persons 
sent forth by the good Doctor, on this mission, were a 

band of mechanics, with a surgeon at their head; who 

wel'e intended to teach the Foulahs the arts of civilized 

life. On arriving in the colony, they became discon­

tented, and were soon dispersed. Some died, and others 

returned home without having reached the scene of 
their intended labours, in the interior. The next 

attempt made by the vVesleyans to benefit this deeply 

degraded people was based on more judicious and evan­
gelical principles. Regular ministers were sent out for 

the express purpose of preaching the gospel. They 
opened their commission under the most promising 

circumstances, and were favoured by the Great Head of 
the church with almost immediate fruit to their labours. 

The very afllictions through which the poor liberated 
Mricans had passed, in being torn away from their 

homes into slavery, before they wel'e captured by 
Bl'itish cruisers, seemed to have humbled their minds, 
and in some degree prepared them for the reception of 
the gospel. From the commencement of this mission 
to the present time, it has been blessed with continued 

prosperity. It is true, that it has occasionally suffered 

from the great mortality amo~ the missionari:es; but 
I -
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while God has " buried his workmen, he has carried 
on his work." Extensive and genuine revivals of 
experimental religion have been frequently realized. 
The Holy Spirit haS been poured out upon the people 
in rich abundance, and thousands of the sable sons of 
Ham have been savingly converted to God, in this 

place, through the simple preaching of the gospeL 
Schools have also been established for the training of 
the rising generation; and an Institution has been 
formed for the instruction of native teachers, that they 
may be prepared to go forth and declare to their fellow 
countrymen" the truth as it is in Jesus." The religious 
experience of the converts to christianity in that country 
is clear and satisfactory, and would bear a ·compa.rison 
with that of the professors of religion in ,more highly 
fa.voured lands. Many have died in the full triumph of 
faith, and others are going on their way rejoicing. 

There are now belonging to the" Wesleyan Society," 
in Sierra Leone, twenty-nine chapels. Several of these 
are good stone buildings, and the roofs are formed of 
the oak obtained from condemned slave-vessels. Six 
missiona1'ies al'e employed in preaching the gospel, aid­
ed by six catechists. Fifty-two local preachers go forth 
on the sabbath, to preach to their fellow-countrymen 
in the respective villages of the colony. There are 
fifteen day-schools, and thirteen sabbath-schools, for the 
religious instruction of negro children, two tlwusand fit'e 

lIundrecl of whom are in constant attendance. The num­
ber of chltreh-members is four thousand tAree hltndred 
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and fifty-foul'; and nearly ten thousand negroes have 

been brought under the sound of the gospel. 
CAPE COAST SETTLEMENT, in latitude 5° 6' north, 

may next pass under review. It is remarkable for its 

castle, an extensive and strong fortress, erected by the 
African Company for the protection of their trade, at 
an eall.'ly period of their organization. The castle is not 

only of sufficient magnitude to afford accommodation 
for the troops, but it also includes the residences of the 
governor and other officials; and the whole British 
population could take refuge within its walls in case of 
an attack from the war-like Ashantees or Fantees, who 
occupy the neighbouring country. It stands on an ele­
yated point of land, washed by the Atlantic, and forms 
a striking object as seen from the shipping in the har­
bour. The town is behind, and consists chicfly of na­
tive huts, with a few superior buildings, erected by 
Europeans. This settlement used frequently to be at 
war with the neighbouring tribes; and it was in a san­
guinary contest with the Ashantees that Sir Charles 
M' Carthy lost his life. A better understanding has, 
.however, existed for some time past; and the whole 
COtUltry is beginning to feel the benign influence of 
christianity. 

As cady as 1751, a clergyman of the ChUl'ch of En­
gland, in connexion with the " Society for the Propa­
'gation of the Gospel in Forcign Parts," was appointed 

to. laboUl' at . Cape Coast Castle. He continued in the 
capacity of chaplain for fOUl: years, ·but vel')' little i.lll: 

) 
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pression seems to have been made upon the minds of 
the natives. His health failing, he returned to England, 
and brought with him three native boys for education. 
One of these, named Quaque, was afterwards sent to 
the University of Oxford, and subsequently ordained to 

the sacred office, when he was appointed chaplain to 

Cape Coast Castle. This post he continued to occupy 
for more than fifty years: but it does not appear that 
he was instrumental in turning any of his fellow-coun­
trymen to the faith of christianity. Nor is this matter 
of surprise, when it is known that, on his death-bed., he 
had, at least, as much confidence in the influence of the 
fetish, as in the power of christianity. Several English 
chaplains, who were sent out after the death of Quaque, 
successively died soon after their arrival in the settle­
ment; and the country was left in a state of fcarful 
moral destitution. 

It was not until the year 1834 that the" vVesleyan 
Missionary Society" commenced its labours at Cape 
Coast. The way was opened for this enterprize by a 
particular providence. A few native youths had learned 
to read the Bible in the Government School, established 
at that place, and their minds became so deeply im. 
pressed with the contents of the sacred volume, that 
they formed themselves into a society for the more 
careful reading and study of the Holy Scriptures. As 
their supply of the precious Book was very limited, 
they agreed to send to England for a number of copies 
of the New Testament. They made their case known 
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to Captain Potter, the master of a merchant vessel from 

Bristol. The heart of this noble-minded man was so 
impressed in their favour, that, he not only procured 

the necessary supply of the scriptures, but called at the 
vYesleyan Mission House, in London, and generously 
offered to take out a missionary, free of expense to the 
society; and also to bring him back to his own country, 
if the attempt to introduce the gospel should prove a 
failure. The society gladly availed themselves of this 
offer, and the Rev. Joseph Dunwell was appointed to 

Cape Coast. He went out with Captain Potter, and 
arrived at the scene of his labours about the end of the 
yem·. He was received with every mark of kindness, 
by governor M'c Lean, and with feelings of rapture by . 
the native youths above-mentioned; and he opened his 
mission unaer circumstances peculiarly encouraging. 
In the short space of SL"\;C months, however, this zealous 
missionm-y was ca.lled to his reward; and th\l people 
whom he had gathered around him, were left" as sheep 
having no shepherd." 

Soon after the lamented death of Mr. Dunwell, two 
other missionaries and their wives, Mr. and Mrs. vYrig­

ley, and Mr. and Mrs. Han-op, were sent out, to occupy 
the vacant station. They laboured with great success, 
and were made instrumental in saving many souls 
during the short time they were permitted to live; but 
within fifteen months, they had a.ll found a grave in 
African soil, having fallen victims to the climate. 
Indee]d, Mr. and Mrs. Harn)P both died. in a fortnight 
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after their arriyal at Cape Coast! In January, Mr. and 

Mrs. Freeman arrived, as the successors of those who 

had been so mysteriously removed by death; and in 

February, Mrs. Freeman was also called to her reward. 

From tills period, the mission has been re-inforced at 

different times, and several others have fallen in the 

field; but, on the whole, the mortality has not been so 

great as formerly. Painful as the loss of life has been 
on tills station, it is more than compensated by the good 

which has been done. A glorious han-est has already 

been reaped, and the work may even now be regaJ:ded 

as only in its commencement. The gospel has been 
extended to Kurnasi, the capital of Ashant·i to Ana­

mab,~, Domonasi, British Ak"ah, Badag"Y, and Abbeo­
kuta, we have now in the Cape Coast district eleven 

chapels, eight missionaries, nvne catechists, and twenty­

jour da.y-schools, with upwards of eleven la~ndred sclwla1"8 

of both sexes. Eight hunch'eel and seventy-nine members 

are united in church-fellowsillp, and nearly "five thou, 

sand natives are reported as haYing been brought under 
the sound of the gospel. 

FERNANDO Po is an island in the gulf of Guillea, in 
latitude 30° 0' north, and longitude 8° 50' east. From 

its elcYation, and other circumstances, a hope was once 
indulged, that this would be a more healthy situation 

than the neighbouring coast; and, in 1827, a British 

settlement was formed upon it. The experiment, how­
eyer, resulted in disappointment. Of thirty European 
settlers sent out, nineteen shortly died; and the place 
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was ultimately abandoned by the English. The abori­
ginal inhabitants of the island are a wild and lawless 
race; being chiefly the descendants of slaves and cul­
prits, who nave made their escape from the main land. 
But rude and savage as are these children of the forest, 

severa'! of them have been 'reclaimed and brought into 
the fold of Christ, by the persevering efforts of the 

agents of the" Baptist Missionary Society." These 
devoted men have also extended their laboms to the 

neighbouring coast, where they are cheered by pleasing 
prospects of success. 

LIBERIA is the name given to a district on the coast, 
in latitude 6° 0' north, settled by free persons of colour, 
from America; not, however, as a cGlony dependant on 

the pM'ent states, but as a distinct and separate com­
monwealth. This infant republic, established at £h'st 
by the " American Colonization Society," has had to , 
contend with many difficulties; but it bids fair to oyer­
came them all. A few good buildings have been 
erected in PIonrovia, the principal town; and a consi­
derable quantity of land has been brought under profit­
able culture. The" American Board of Missions" has 
several stations in Liberia; and the " Methodist Epis­
copal Church" has long labomed with perseverance and 
success, not only for the benefit of the settlers, but with 
a view also to disseminate the gospel among the native 
tribes of the interior. 

SENEGAL,- On a small island, called St. Louis, in 
latitude 16° north, and longitude 16° east, about three 
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leagues from the mouth of the river Senegal, the French 
have a settlement, which, like all other establishments 
on that coast, has passed through various vicissitudes. 
The town consists of a fort, a hospital, a Roman Catho­
lic Church, about forty brick houses, and a few native 
huts. The principal articles of co=erce are gum, 
ivory, and bees' wax. 

GOREE is a romantic little island, not far from the 
mouth of the river Gambia, and only about a mile from 
the shores of Cape Verde. Its chief importance is de­
rived from its almost inaccessible situation. It has 
been successively possessed by the Dutch, English, and 
French. It is now in the hands of the last named 
power. On a sandy point, at the foot of a rocky emi­
nence, stands the town, which contains some good 
buildings; including, as usual, a hospital and a Romish 
Church. Towering above the whole, may be seen the 
fort of St. Michael, ready to frown upon any assailant 
who may dare to approach. A considerable trade is 
carried on with the natives on the main land. 

ST. MARY'S is an island in the mouth of the river 
Gambia, and separated from the main land, on the 
southern side, by the Oyster Creek; which, in the dry 
season, is not more than three hundred yards wide. 
The island is only about four miles long, and one broad. 
The Boil is evidently alluvial, and not so fertile as that 
of the surrounding country. The principal town is 
Bathurst, which stands on the northern side of the 
island, facing the main branch of the riYer. It-contains 
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a number of excellent houses, among which may be 
noted the Government House, the vVesleyan Chapel, 

the Hospital, and the Jail The principal street is well 
built consisting chiefly of the dwellings of government 
officers and merchants, with neat verandahs in front, 
looking out upon the water, and presenting a beautiful 
appearance from the shipping in the harbour. The 
back part of the town is occupied mainly with native 
huts formed of wattled cane, neatly thatched, plastered, 
and whitewashed. Soldiers' Town, 111{elville Town, 

Goodericlt Town, Jolla?' Town, and Mala Town, are 
mere villages in other parts of the island; and the 
population of the colony may be estimated at about 
fifty Europeans, and three thousand natives. 

The vVesleyan Missionary Society co=cnced its la­
bours at the Gambia, in 1821, at a place called ~Man­
dancl!I'ee, in the territory of the king of Combo, on the 
southern bank of the river, about eight miles from St. 
Mary'S. This locality, however, proved to be ineligible: 
the water wasfollld to be bad, the health of the mis­
sionaries, the 'Rey. Messrs. Morgan and Baker, failed, 

and ~he natives manifested considerable lllwillin"O'J.less 
to himr the gospel. In consequence of these, and other 
untoward circumstances, the mission was ultimately 
removed to Bathurst, where it was favoured with a 
cheering measure of prosperity, extending its influence 
to various parts of the country, as will be seen from the 
following pages. 

) 



CHAPTER II. 

COMME:;-CE~[E:;-T OF MISSIONARY LABOURS. 

Ths PrOl>idence of God-MissWnan-Y Orplum Boy-Appointment 
to Africa--Fareu;eU to England-Reoepewn by the Nanves­
.Africa.. Market-Fi"st Sabbath-An'angement of Labour­
Preaching-SchooZs-Juvenik Prayer-meeting-Marriage Cere­
monies-Birthof Children-Funeral Rites-lIlahometa" Train­
ing-Native LalJourers-Joh .. Cupidon-Pierre Sallah. 

THE doctrine of a particular providence is frequently 
recognised by the humble christian, in his own experi­
ence; and an inspired writer has said, "In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths." 
We sometimes find, that the most important events 
depend upon incidents which, in themselves, appear 
trifling and insignificant. On reviewing the past, I can­
not but regard my appointment to labour, as a christian 
missioDlll'Y, among the sable sons of Ham, as peculiar1y 
providential. 

IIaviDg been brought to a knowledge of the truth in 
ea1'lytlife, cbie1l.y through the instrumentslity of pious 
par8Iits, I soon felt it upon my heart to preach the gos­
pd to perishing sinners, and laboured for some time, as 
a looal preacher, in my native place. Urged by my 

advisers, and constrained by "the love of 
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Christ,;' was induced to offer myself as a candidate 

for the christian ministry. After passing the usual 
examinations, I was cordially received by the 'iV esleyan 
Conference, in 1830. Believing, however, that I was 
more particularly called to the work of foreign missions, 
I was soon afterwards directed to proceed to London, for 
fmther examination. Here I met with several young 
men who had come up for the same pmpose, and whose 
names n,re still dea,r to me. Having been accepted, we 
were pmsuing our studies, and prayeduUy awaiting om' 
appointments, when circumstances occmred which soon 
fixed the sphere of my labour. 

It was on a cold morning, in the month of October, 
that a negro girl presented herself at the door of the 
old Mission-House, in Hatton-Garden; carrying in her 
arms a poor sickly-looking white child, This little 
infant was the orphan son of the late Rev. Richard 
Marshall, who died at the RiYer Gambia, in 'Vestern 
Africa, after five days illness, in the month of August, 
the same year. As an opportunity presented itself, 
Mrs. Marshall embarked for England a few days after 
the funeral of her dear husband, bringing with her 
their infant son and the Afr'ican girl Nancy, to take caJ:e 
of them dming the passage. ~'hen they arrived in 
Bristol, Mrs. Marshall fotmd herself in a state of great 
bodily weakness, and extreme mental suffering, and was 
anxious to proceed, at once, to her friends in the north 
of England. Bnt, in the order of divine providence, 
this was denied her, She became worse; all hope of 
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life was taken away, and she died about forty-eight 
hours·after landing on the shores of her native country, 
leaving her !ielpless orphan, and his African nurse, as 
" strangers in a strange land." Nancy had been faith­
ful to her precious charge, and now they both appeared 
before us. 

This incident was peculiarly affecting to the mission­
ary candidates. We all felt deeply interested in the 
missionary's orphan boy, and were delighted to observe 
the mutual attachment that subsisted between him and 
his nurse. Nancy's love for little Richard seemed 
excessive; and while she carefully folded him in her 
sable arms, and bedewed him with her tears, she would 
ten of her country, and of her master and mistress, 
widl an energy and pathos that were truly affecting, 
a:Iid especially so to young men in·our circumstances. 

Tt was stated by the committee that a missionary 
wtiiI required immediately, to succeed the late Mr. Mar­
aluW, at the Gambia station. In consequence of the 
gretat mortality among the missionaries in Western 
~ 'it was customary, of late years, to send those 
... -..lt1 voluntarily presented themselves for this 
attLMl1Plihlt 'da.ric!en)us sphere of labour. I had felt 
,~~IIWlIflJ!PQni tile first, to oft'er my services for Africa ; 

when the secretaries directed my 
•• f,1tci"&t~Ii\ft,Kr1mE~t of the mission field. After 

"fI/l.f.J~l1uJdg11ty God, and consulting my 
felt I could m!>st cheerfully 

i1b1iol.t"td~le prophet, and say, " Here am 
D 
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I, send me;" and I was at once appointed to that 

station. 
Then came the painful hour of separation. On those 

scenes of son-ow I dare not dwell, though they have 
left an impression on my memory never to be effaced. 
To be severed from the companions of childhood, and 
the fi'iends of riper years, who have become entwined 
ru'ound our hearts by the tenderest ties of affection; 
to say fru'ewell to those with whom we have taken 
" sweet couusel, and walked unto the house of God 
in ,company;" and -to bid adieu, perhaps for ever, 
to kindred, home, and cOlmtry, are trials of no ordinary 
chru'acter to those who have been united by bonds of 
christian love, and will ever be accompanied with feel­
ings of the deepest emotion, which can be understoo~ 
by those oniy who have endured this painful struggle. 
Under such circumstances, how necessary to feel 
assured that we are in the path of duty, so that we may 
realize the fulfilment of that gracious promise, " As thy 
days, so shall thy strength be." 

Having been united to one who was willing to share 
with me the dangers and toils of missionary life, we left 
London Bridge, for Gravesend in a steam-boat, on 
Saturday, the 12th of February, 1831, accompanied by 
our dear friend, the Rev. Elijah Hoole. As the vessel 
in which we were to sail, had not yet come down the 
river, we spent the sabbath at Gravesend. I preached 
bot~ moi-ning and evening to good congregations. In 
the afternoon we held a most delightful lovefeast, and 



WESTERN AFRICA. 51 

many fervent prayers were then offered to. God for his 
blessing both on us and our mission. We felt as if 
baptized afresh for our important work; and were not 
only encouraged, but stimulated to go forward in the 
strength of our Divine Master. 

On Monday morning, we embarked on board the brig 
" Amelia," commanded by Captain M'c Taggart. We 
were accompanied to the vessel by the Rev. W. Hinson, 
Miss Hinson, and Mrs. Redman, of Gravesend. After 
these dear friends had left us, we weighed anchor. 
The wind blowing a gentle breeze, we were soon out of 
the river: but when in the Downs, the breeze had 
stiffened into a gale, the sea rolling a tremendous swell, 
so that we were rocked and tossed for several hours. 
We had, however, a fine sail down the channel: and I 
shall never forget the feelings with which we gazed upon 
the distant mountains of our beloved England. Whilst 
standing on the deck of the vessel, they appeared 
rAPidly receding. from our view, and we could scarcely 
indulge the hope of ever again beholding our native 
lii.iiCl. The following lines, handed to me by a friend, 
jiiat before I left home, are expressive of the feelings 
df.'ou:t ~ at that trying moment.-

FAREWELL TO' ENGLAND. 

':<l!iill,j.l.JID.,_eWEIIl! & happier land tban tbee 
e'er expect to Bee: 

'ili'fi:Ii~livlb","tu", and thy faults so few; 
lily comforta. and thy sons so true. 

D2 
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There, mighty waters roll their ample tide; 
There, fruitful rills auorn".. the green vale side: 
Majestic rocks, for ornament and shield; 
And graceful furrows, which full plenty yield. 

Thou fairest land of my nativity! 
I bless the hand that cast my lot in Ihee ; 
I love thy temples, and thy God adore, 
Who made my cup of bliss in thee run o'er. 

I love thy happy myriads who emhrace 
The joyful tidings of a Saviour's grace: 
And thou hast those who twine around my heart, 
From whom 'tis only less than death to part. 

But God has called, and I must speed away, 
In other lands to point the living way, 
Dy which poor sinners know their sins forgiven, 
And rise at last to all the joys of heaven. 

'vVe soon found ourselves tossing on the wide ocean, 
endeavouring to trust in him, who said, " Go ye there­
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, 10, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world." 

We were favoured with a "prosperous voyage by 
the will of God," and when we had become in some 
measure accustomed to the sea, we enjoyed the fine 
weather with which we were favoured, and especially 
the beautiful moon-light nights, during which we paced 
the deck for many an hour contemplating, not only the 
grandeur of the ocean, but the great work which was 
befot'e us, and lifting up our hearts in prayer to God for 
his guidance and blessing. On the evening of the 26th, 
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we beheld the distant blue mountains of Portugal, 
gilded by the departing ray~ of the setting sun; and on 
the 3rd of March, we had a fine view of the celebrated 
Peak of Teneriffe, rearing its lofty head above the 
hovering clouds which floated around it. On the 9~h, 
we passed Cape Verde, and the Island of Goree, which 
we saw at a distance; and on the morning of Thursday, 
the lOth, we took a negro-pilot on board, from Bird 
Island, entered the mouth of the Gambia, and came to 
anchor of!' St. Mary's, with the coast of Africa stretch­
ing itself before our view. 

It was on the afternoon of a beautiful day for the 
tropics, and the sun poured down its fiery rays as we 
stood upon the deck of the "Amelia," that she rode at 
anchor before the neat little town of Bathurst, on the 
island of St. Mary. While the sailors 'were preparing 
the boats for our landing, I observed a number of 
negroes assembling on the beach, and watching our 
movements. These were natives, connected ,vith the 
Mission, who had heard that a missionary and his wife 
were on board the brig; and such was their anxiety to 
welcome our arrival, that several of them actually 
plunged into the water to meet the boat as it approach­
ed the land, and carried us on shore in triumph in their 
arms: this they did to express their joy at our an-ival, 
as well as to save us from being wet with the surge 
which was violently dashing against the sandy beach. 
,\Ve were now surrounded by a large concourse of 
people, many of whom had received the gospel at the 
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hands of former missionaries. They wept for joy. 
They kissed our hands again and again; and, bedewing 
them with tears, exclaimed, "Tank God, tank God. 
Mr. Marshall die, but God send us nuder minister." 

With some dilliculty we pressed through the crowd, 
and were conducted to the residence of Charles Grant, 
Esq., a respectable merchant, to whom I had a letter of 
introduction from Dr. Townley. Mr. Grant received us 
with much cordiality and kindness, and at once invited" 
us to mruke his house our home until the Mission-house 
should be prepared for our reception. After dinner, 
we had an opportunity, at family worship, of returning 
our sincere and hearty thavks to Almighty God for 
having brought us in peace and safety across the 
mighty deep to the scene of our missionary labours. 

On the morning after our arrival, we were delighted 
with all we beheld; scenes of great variety constantly 
al'l'ested our attention: indeed, every thing appeared 
strange and new. The houses, having no g-lass windows, 
and constructed without either fire places or chimneys; 
black servants who were bustling about with apparent 
intelligence and in great numbers; the frail texture 
and peculiar shape of the native huts, were all objects 
of singular curiosity: while the beautiful scenery, 
elll'iched by the hn:uriant branches of the majestic 
palm and cocoa-nut trees, gracefully waving in the 

breeze, excited our admiration of that Being whose 
power ) and beneficence were so profusely displayed 
around us. 
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After breakfast, Mr. Grant kindly offered to walk 
with us to the Mission-house. New objects attracted 
our attention at every step; the most striking of which 

was an African market. Under a large thatched shed, 
which served to screen them from the piercing rays of 
,the sun, ,were squatted UpO,!1 the ground two or three 
hundred natives,-men, women, ~d children,-half­
naked, engaged in various kinds of traffic. Fruit and 

vegetables, in great variety, were exposed for sale; 

among which I observed rice, corn, oranges, bananahs, 
papwas, mango-plums, and ground-nuts; besides beef, 
pork, fow4;, and eggs. These articles were arranged 
with considerable taste, and placed in lots, on mats, 
spread upon the ground. The beach was covered with 
canoes, chiefly belonging to the Mandingoes, who had 
brought these co=odities across the river from the 
main land. People from the town were constantly 
coming and going; and the noise occasioned by the 
loud and boisterous conversation of the natives was 
literally deafening. The scene altogether baffies des­
cription. It forcibly reminded me of the confusion of 
tongues at the building of the tower of Babel; for I 
was informed tha't the persons comprising this mass of 
human beings, were actually conversing in more than a 
dozen different languages. 

On turning the corner from the square, to enter one 
of the streets in the back part of the town, Mrs. 
Moister observed, "The house before us, with the 
verandah in front, surrounded by native huts, stands in 
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a nice situa,tion." "I am glad 'you think so;' said Mr. 

Grant, "for that is to be your resiclence; it is the 

Mission-house." ",Ve soon entered the yard, and at the 

foot of the steps leading to the dwelling grew a beau­
,tiful wild flower, a kind of jessamine. "There," said 

I, " that little flower seemS to smile upon us, and to 

welcome 0111' ax.ival. If I were inclined to be supersti­

tious, I should say, it is a good omen." "Let us take 

it for a good omen, at any rate," said Mrs. Moi,ster; 

"' but let us not forget, at the same time, that its very. 

situation shows thutt the hand of death has been here; 
for had not the house ]jeen unoccupied for several 

months the pretty little intruder could not have retain­

ed its place, ove.hanging the steps." In the interior 

of the house everything wore a gloomy aspect, and we 
were naturailly led to speak of the fate of poor Mr. and 
:1Iirs. Marshall, when a feeling of sadness stole ' over Oill' 

spu:its at the thought that we also might soon be laid 

in the silent dust by the side of those dear servants of 
God, who had so :nobly fallen in the work of their Di­

vine Master, in this unhealthy climate. vVe strove to 

suppl'ess it, changed the subject of conversation, and 
lifted up our hea,rts in silent prayer to God for his 
protection and blessing. After giving clirections to the 

persons engaged in cleaning and white-washing, we re­
turned with Mr. Grant to his residence. 

The first Sabbath we spent in Africa was a day 
never to be forgotten. At morning dawn the native 

1 , 
prayer-meetmg was held, and many thanks were offered 
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to Almighty God for our safe arrival. In the forenoon, 
I read' prayers, and opened my cOlpmission by preach­

ing from that delightful text, " This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners." (1 Tim. i. 15.) The 
people heard with marked attention, and the whole 

appearance of the congregation was truly pleasing. It 
afforded an interesting proof that the labours of my 
revered predecessors had not been in vain, though some 
of them had been 'called hence at an early period aftei' 
their arrival. The negroes who had been brought to a 
knowledge of the truth, both male and female, together 
with their children, appeared in the house of God 
neatly clothed, and in their general aspect, presented a 
striking contrast to their sable brethren who still re­
mained in heathen darkness. They sang the praises of 
God delightfully. Another service in the evening, 
conducted partly in the language of the natives, and 
pflltly in English, closed this blessed day. 

On exaJ.Uining into the state of the mission, I was 
happy to find that the few members who had been 
united in church-fellowship, about forty in number, 
had been kept together by the native exhOlters, since 
the death of Mr. Marshall; and that, whilst they had 
been left as sheep without a shepherd, their meetings 
for prayer and praise had been regularly held in the 
chapel from week to week. I felt much affected on 
hearing their own simple account of the earnest suppli­
cations which they constantly sent up to heaven, that 
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God would remember them in mercy, and send them 
another pastor. 

On becoming in some measure settled, the arrange­
ment for our weekly services in the chapel at Bathurst 
was nearly as follows :-Every sabbath morning I read 
prayers and preached in English, for the benefit of the 

Europeans and intelligent persons of colour, who nsed 
to attend our chapel in considerable numbers. On the 
sabbath evening, I delivered a short discourse in En­
glish, which was afterwards repeated in J olloff by one 
of the native exhorters. For this purpose, we gen­
erally fixed upon a subject beforehand, and made it 
a matter of special conversation and study. On the 
Wednesday night I preached by an iNterpreter; every 
sentence being rendered into J olloff as it was advanced. 
On the other week-evenings, we had prayer-meetings 
and class-meetings, in which the English, J olloff, or 
Mandingo .language was nsed, according to circum­
stances. The congregations were generally good, and a 
divine influence frequently rested upon the people. 

I had not laboured long, before several were brought 
to a knowledge of the truth; two addition!ll classes 
were formed, and the number of members united in 
church-fellowship with us was more than doubled. I 
have sometimes observed the natives while passing the 
chapel on the sabbath, with loads on their heads, at­
tJ.·acted by the singing; some of whom have halted, put 
down their burdens, listened, entered, and embraced 
the gos1el ,vith all their hearts. At an early period 



WESTERN AFRICA. 59 

of our labours, we had the happiness to witness the 

peaceful deaths of two or tru:ee of our native converts, 
who departed this life in the faith and hope of the 

gospel. 
But the most delightful and successful part of our 

missionary labour was that of training up the children 
in the knowledge and love of God. From the begin­
ning we felt the importance of this work; and we had 
not been many days in Africa, before we set about it in 
good earnest, though we had many difficulties to con­
tend with. 

There had formerly been a mission-school at St. 
Mal"),'s, but it was given up after the death of the mis­
sional"),; and the mulatto young man who was engaged 
as teacher had obtained other employment. I was 
about to secure nis senrices again, when a messenger 
came and said, " Robert is sick." I went to see him. 
He was in a high fever, but in a happy state of mind. 
The next day the messenger came again, and said, 
" Robert is dead." So uncertain is human life in 'Vest­
em Afi-ica! As there was no other person in the colony 
suitable for a teacher, we were obliged to instruct the 
children ourselves; but this did not discourage us, as 
we were yet young and healthy; and had gone out ex­
pecting and intending to labour with all our might. 
'Ve therefore opened the school at once. I took charge 
of the boys, and Mrs. Moister taught the girls. The bell 
was nmg evel")' morning at six o·clock, and the school 
continued until two in the afternoon. 
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I rejoice to say, that our humble labours among the' 

children were not in vain. We found them capable of 
Feceiving instruction; and many of them learned to 
read, write, and cipher very nicely, They could also 
sing little hymns, and repeat the " Conference Cate­
chi£ms," which we had tFanslated for them, both in the 
English, and J olloff languages. When they first entered 

the school, many of the children were like little naked 
savages: but we so~m c10thed them with the garments 

our friends in England had given us for that purpos~. 
Se,veFal of the girls learned to sew, as well as to, read 
and write; and the school shortly presented a most 
interesting appearance, being attended by nearly a 
hundred little black children. 

From the beginning, the grand object we uniformly 
sought to accomplish, in ~'eference to these dear little 
negroes, wa£ to lead them to Cln'ist; and we were, 

therefore, filled with indescribable pleasure on observing 
the evidences of a work of grace on the hearts of seve­
Fal of our youthful charge. This was more particularly 
the case with five or six boys and girls whom we had 
taken to live with us at the Mission-house. Some of 
these were orphans, and they were all more or less des­
titute. They were employed in various domestic duties 
in the intervals of school-hours; and, on the whole, 
gave us great satisfaction. 

One night, some time after we had retired to rest, 
we he~'d a noise in th~ children's room, which was at 
some distanCe from our own. "Ye approached the door; 
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and, after listening for a few minutes, found that these 
dear Afi-ican children were holding their own little 
prayer-meeting. The eldest girl, whose name was Mat­
ty, seemed to be conducting the exercises. She fu'st 

prayed herself, in broken English; and then called on 
John, who said, "Matty, me no sabby pray English." 
" Then pray in Jolloff," said Matty, " God knows every 
language." , He prayed in Jolloff, She then called on 
Petty, who also prayed in Jolloff. The next boy on 
whom she called was Gabriel, who replied, " Matty, 
me no sabby pray English, me no sabby pray Jolloff." 

" Then," said Matty, " say, ' Our Father.'" The poor 
boy repeated the Lord's Prayer in a solemn tone, after 
which the prayer-meeting was concluded. We return­
ed to our room unobserved, and thanked God in our 
hearts that he had begun to work upon the minds of 
our dear negro children. 

We had also an interesting adult school, on the sab­
bath afternoons; and it is a fact worthy of notice, that 
an old woman, with a head as white as wool, learned to 
read the SCl-iptures when she was upwru:ds of sixty 
years of age. 

The various rites and ceremonies of the people among 
whom our lot was cast, became matters of curious ob­
servation and inquiry. We had not been long in Africa, 
when our attention was attracted by a large concourse 
of people, passing the Mission-house with singing and 
music. "re were informed, on inquiry, that this was 
a marriage procession. A Mandingo or J ollofi' young 
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man, after paying the stipulated price for the bride to 
her parents, conducts her to his own hut, accompanied 

by a number of their friends, with music, singing, 
dancing, clapping of hands, &c., where the night is 
spent in feasting and revelling, without any religious 

serviee whatever. What a painful exhibition of human 
depravity is here presented! On witnessing the iniqui­
tous practices of these deluded creatures, how power­
fuTIy were our minds impressed with the fact, that 
" God is not in all" their" thoughts!" 

The birth of a child in an African family is an event, 
attended not only with much merriment and great re­
joicings, but by the observance of various superstitious 

rites .and ceremonies. Instead of being nicely dressed, 
and carefully nursed in the arms of a fond mother, as 
in England, the poor little stranger is first held up by 
the feet and severely shaken, and then laid upon a 
g(;>at's skin, with a piece of native cloth till·own lightly 

over it to preserve it from the sOOgs of the mosquitoes. 
Among most of the tribes, when the infant is a few 
weeks old, it has to undergo the cruel and painful ope­
ration of tattooing, in which deep cuts are made in the 
flesh with a Knife, generally on both cheeks and on 
each side of the forehead. The scars thus made con­
tinue through life; and clea.rly denote, by their number 
and form, the particular tribe to which the individual 
belongs. 'While young, children are generally carried 
on the biwk of the nurse or mother, and scarcely ever in 
the arms. It is quite common to see women pursuing 
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their ordinary work about the house or in ~he field, 
with their children tied to their backs; and, owing to 
this coarse and careless method of nursing, these poor 
little creatlU'es frequently receive such injuries in their 
legs, that they remain crippled as long as they live. 
But the worst' feature in the circumstances of African 

children is their bondage. Most of them are born 
slaves: and those who are nominally free when they 
come into the world, are always liable to be torn from 
their friends and home, and doomed to drag out a 
miserable existence as slaves in a foreign land, without 
any hope of freedom, or pobability of escape. 

One day we witnessed a native funeral. As the pro­
cession, if such it may be designated, was passing. the 
Mission-house, I called Mrs. Moister to come and see 
this strange spectacle. No coffin concealed the loath­
some corpse; but it was merely laid upon a few pieces 
of bamboo cane, fastened together in the form of a bier, 
partially covered with a piece of native cloth, leaving 
the head and feet exposed, and the outline of the whole 
body distinctly visible, exhibiting a scene calculated 
to excite, in the minds of Europeans, feelings only of 
pity and disgust. The bearers calTied the corpse shoul­
der high, and proceeded towru:ds the grave at a running 
pace. A considerable number of people followed, with­
out the least attention to order or regularity; some of 
whom carried muskets, which they fired into the air, at 
intervals, to drive away wicked spirits. As soon as any 
one dies, they light a fire in the hut of the individual, 

~ 

'" 



64 MISSIO];ARY MEMORIALS. 

having a notion that the devil. cannot endure smoke. 
Several persons, chiefly females, attend the native fune­
rals for the PlU'Pose of mourning and lamentation. 
They sometimes howl in a most dreadful manner; and 

chant at intervals, in a doleful tone, the .excellencies of 
the qead. On returning from the funeral they make a 
great feast, sometimes killing and cooking an ox; and 
continue drinking, drununing, and dancing, throughout 
the whole night. They have also a custom of making . 
feasts for the dead, when they carry portions of food to 
the graves of their departed friends, which they leave 
there, under the foolish idea that their spirits return in 
the night to partake of them. What a striking contrast 
do we behold, when these absurd and ridiculous obser­
vances are compared with the decent rite of christian 
burial in our own happy land! Those however who 
have received the gospel, on the mission stations in 
Africa, soon -learn the forms and usages of civilized life. 
They make use of coffins at funerals, and proceed with 
the remains of their departed friends to "the house 
appointed for all living" with order and solemnity, lis­
tening with deep attention to the funeral service which 
we read on the occasion. But even in their converted 
state, the natives of Afi'ica are remarkable for excessive 
grief at the death of their friends; and I have fre­

quently had kindly to remonstrate with them, and to 
remind them of that eternity of bliss which awaits 
those who die in the faith and hope of the gospel. 

The only heathen children taught to read in Africa 
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are those who are intended for priests. The teacher is 
generally a priest or marahoo; and if he has occasion to 
travel, he takes his school with him. The very idea 
of a travelling school will no doubt be somewhat amus. 
ing to the reader; but such is the fact. I remember 
once having a visit from a school of this kind. It con. 
sisted of about eight or ten fine little black boys, at the 
head of whom was a maraboo, their teacher. They had 
travelled a distance of several hundreds of rp.iles; and 
as they moved forward by short stages, they had been 
six weeks on the road, learning their Arabic lessons at 
intervals every day. Their object in visiting the colony, 
they said, was to see white men and their houses, 
which they had never before beheld, and to purchase 
a supply of writing"paper. Both teacher and scholars 
were much interested in every thing they saw. They 
were particularly delighted with my library, a musiclt1 
box, and an alarum clock. Again and again they clap. 
ped their hands in joyful astonishment, exclaiming, 
" White man has got a good head; white man knows 
every thing!" When we had talked with them about 
the great God who made them, and Jesus Christ who 
redecmed them, and made them a few trifling presents, 
they left the Mission-house apparently well pleased. 

Amidst the numerous disadvantages under which the 
christian missionary pursues his labours in that un­
healthy climate, it is gratifying to know that his efforts 
are not unsuccessful. Many have been brought out of 
dru'kness into God's marvellous light; hundreds have 

E 
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bccn liberated from the tyranny of Satan, and' are now 
rejoicing in the truth by which they have been made 

free; whilst there are a few who have been accounted 
wOl'thy to proclaim the gospel to their fellow-country­
men. Amongst these, the two following may be parti­

cularized, having been employed shortly after my arrival 
at the Gambia station. 

John Cupidon was born at Goree. His parents were 
slaves, cOl.lsequently their son was not free-born. His 
master, observing his fidelity and general good conduct, 
treated him with greater kindness than those who are 
in bondage usually receive. In early life, John accom­
panied his master to England; and I have often been 
amused with his own account of what he then saw in 
f' white man's country." The splendid buildings, the 
fine shop windows, and the gay carriages, of London, 
fiNed him with admil'ation and delight. His visit was 
in the winter season, when the snow was lying on the 
ground, and the water was frozen. He had never be­
fore witnessed these phenomena; and so great was his 
astonishment, that he packed up a quantity of ice, and 
car,efuliy placed it in his trunk, determining, on his 
return, to gratify his fellow-countrymen ,vith a sight 
of one of these great wonders. As the ship was on her 
voyage out, the temperature increased; and John one 
clay discovcred, to his utter dismay, that his treasme 
had vanished, leaving his clothes well saturated with 
watcr]as the only recompense for all his trouble. 
. Shortly after this voyage, his master rctired to En-
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gland, 'leaving John in the care of Charles Grant, Esq., 
by whom he was taught to · re!).d and write, and under 

whose roof he learned the trade of a carpenter. He 
was afterwards employed as a storekeeper; when he 
was enabled to remit the price of his ransom to his 
master, who was then living in London. As Mr. Grant 
and his family attended the preaching of the mission­
aries, John accompanied them, and became convinced 
of his sinful state. He continued in great mental agony 
until May, 1822, when he obtained" peace with God) 
through our Lord Jesus Christ," and was enabled te 

" rejoice in hope of the glory. of God." 
Being well acquainted with the Jollofflanguage, and 

having made some proficiency in the English, John fre" 
quently acted as interpreter for the missionaries. He 
beheld the sad condition of hi;; fellow-countrymen, who 
were still enveloped in heathenish darkness, \vith feel­
ings of deep sympathy; and he longed to declare unto 
them, in their own language, the love of God in Christ 
to a perishing world. The missionaries encouraged this 
desire, and requested him to give occasional exhor­
tations in J olloff. Such were his attainments in piety 
and knowledge, and so pleasing was the success that 
had already attended his labours, that he was considered 
eligible to be wholly employed in the work of preaching 
the gospel. Accordingly, he was recommended to the 
Committee, and ultimately employed by me, as an assis­
tant missionary. Ilis consistent deportment, his steady 
pUl;suit of divine knowledge, and his fervent zeal, eon-

E2 
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tinued to afford me the greatest satisfaction, during the 

whole period of my residence at that station. 
Pierre Sallah, the other native assistant, was born at 

a considerable' J olloff town in the interior, between the 

Gambia and the Senegal. JIis early days were spent 
in attending his father's cattle; and he was a stranger 
-to the miseries of slavery for several years. His father 

appears to have been a respectable native, and was 
sometimes employed in the service of the king. On one 
of these occasions, being sent to a neighbouring town 
to collect the customs or taxes, he took his _ son and 
daughtel1 with him. On arriving at the end of his 
journey, the children left him and joined a party of boys 
and girls, to go into the woods and gather wild fruit. 
After a while, Pierre began to think that his father 
might want him, and proposed their return, to which 
they did not consent. In attempting to find his way 
back alone, he lost himself in the woods; and in the 
midst of his fright and perplexity, he was overtaken by 
three men, and carried off as a slave. The practice of 
kidnapping was then so common, that the poor boy was 
quite aware of his fate, and wept bitterly at the idea 
that he should see his father and mother no more, but 

be banished to a strange land, where nothing awaited 
him but the miseries of perpetual bondage. 

For three days and three nights, Pierre, with several 
others, was marched across the desert, with very little 
to eat or drink. On arriving at a native town, on the 
mainland opposite Goree, then a French settlement, he 

• 
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was purchased by a black man for a lady residing on 
that island; and, in about a fortnight, he was safely 
lodged in the custody of his mistress. He was soon 
afterwards sent to learn the business of a stone-mason, 
that his labour might be more profitable to his owner. 

At the time St. Mary's .was settled by the English, 
there was a great demand for masons and carpenters, in 
consequence of which, a number of workmen were sent 
over from Goree. Among them came Pierre Sallah, 
who was thus, for the first time, brought under the 
sotmd of the gospel. While the missionary was preach­
ing, the word of God pierced his heart; and he felt 
miserable on account of his sins. He burnt his gre­

grees, and abandoned the foolish Mahometan super­

stitions in which he had been trained from his infancy. 
He sought communion with the people of God, that he 
might be directed in the way to heaven. He was ex­
horted to .. believe on the Lord Jesus Christ," that he 

might be saved; and while seeking, in humble prayer 
and faith, to cast his helpless soul on Jesus, he found 
.. peace with God," From that hour, he endeavoured, 
by all possible means, to induce his fellow-workmen to 
receive the truth and " walk in newness of life." 

At this. early period of his christian career, Pierre 
had a severe trial to experience. The work of building, 
at St. Mary's, being nearly completed, his owner re­
quired him at Goree, where he would be deprived of 
the means of grace, and of the society of those who had 
been instrumental in his conversion. In the fear of the 
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Lord, however,. he resolved to obey this order without 

murmUl·ing. Having acquired a little knowledge of 

reading, the missionary gave him a copy of the Holy 

ScriptUl'es, and he embarked for Goree. On his arrival, 

he recommended the gospei by a holy walk, and by 

advising his fellow-slaves to serve the Lord. Unaided 

and alone, this y01mg disciple soon formed a kind of 

class· meeting, for the religious instruction of any who 

would attend. This line of conduct gave great umbrage 

to the people of Goree, who were all either Mahomet­

ans or Roman Catholics. Complaints were made to the 

French Governor. The youthful offender was brought 

before his Excellency, where he made" a good con­
fession," but was strictly forbidden to hold meetings 

among the slaves in futUl'e. 

God, in his providence, soon opened a way for the 

more extensive usefulness of this cxcellent young man. 

His case having been represented to the Missionary 

Committee, it was stated, that if bis freedom could be 
obtained, he might be employed as an assisk'lJlt. This 
circumstance was mentioned by one of the secretaries, 
at a missionary meeting in Abbey-street Chapel, Dublin, 

when such an interest was excitcd, that a subscription 
for this special object was made at once. Fifty pounds, 

the necessary amount, were soon raised, when a son of 
,. green Erin" exclaimed, " Pierre Sallah's frecdom is 

IJUl'ch1fsed with Irish gold, and he shall be an Irishman 

for ever." I had to perform the pleasing duty of nego­

tiating f01' his freedom; and by proceeding with care, 

• 
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I accomplished that object. When I had paid down 
his ransom price, and the necessary documents were 
executed, I informed Pierre that he was a J;ree man. 
His eyes overflowed with tears of joy; and when told 
who were his benefactors, he prayed that God might 
bless them and reward them for their kindness.'" 

Pierre Sallah was now placed entirely under my care, 
and resided in a smail house which I built for him on 
the mission premises, so that I had an opportunity of 
directing his studies, and the advantage of his assist­
ance in the schools. His ardent desire to acquire 
knowledge and to be usefully employed, was a pleasing 
indication of his future success. 

Native agency has long been desired; and I have 
witnessed its efficiency, whilst these interesting youths 
from the fulness of their hearts, have exhorted their 
fellow-countrymen, in their native language, "to flee 
from the wrath to come;" or as they were engaged in 
interpreting the word of life as it fell from the lips of 
the missionary. 

• On the 2nd of April, 1849, when on a missionary deputation 
to Ireland, I had the pleasure of attending a most interesting 
miSSionary meeting in the Centenary Chapel, Dublin. In the 
course of my address I made reference to the ransom of Pien'c 
Salloh, by Irish bellevolence, when the Rev. W. Stewart rose 
and corroborated the truth of the statement, declaring that he 
was present at the meeting alluded to; and that he n~ver beheld 
stich a flow of christian liberality. The large assembly responded 
heartily, and rejoiced that they were permitted to see and hear 
the lOi~sionary who was the instrulllent of carrying out that 
be:levoLent dc~igu. .. 



CHAPTER III. 

FIRST VOYAGE UP THE GAMBIA, 

Exwn.ion of the work-Embarkation for ltJ'Cartl,y'. Is/ami­
James'. Fort-Jiiljree-Tankertoali-Spinnin9 and Weaving 
~ Tentabar- Badamy-Thefirst Tornado-Cower-Jl.f' Cm·thy'. 
Island-Spiritual da,·kness- Lieut. W. Skaw-Juhn Asa.·­
First Sabbatlv-Makometan. Festival-Native Doctors-Second 
Sabbatllr-Bawda-Return to St. liIary'8-Progress of the 
MissUrn. 

THE mends of missions generally regal'd, with pecu­
liar interest, the cu:cumstances connected with the first 
planting of the gospel in regions where the name of 
Christ has never before been hem-d. At an early 
period of my missionary laboms in Africa, I was callcd 
to engage in a work of this kind; the particulars of 
which I will now proceed to relate. I had heard, with 
feelings of deep emotion, of the dark benighted state of 
the Mahometall and Pagan tribes in the interior of' thc 
country; and I felt an anxious desire to extend to them 
" the light of the glorious gospel of Christ." In the 
order of divine Providence, facilities were now afforded 
for such an undertaking which were not available at 
former Jperiods. Through the blessing of Goel upon the 
efforts of his servants, seyeral natiYe labomers had 
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been raised up to take a part in this good work, who 
were willing to go forth and proclaim to their deluded 
fellow-colmtrymen, in their own language, the glad 
tidings of salvation, with all the advantages of consti­
tutions accustomed to the climate which might screen 
them from the dangers to which European missionaries 
are exposed. It is true, that these native converts 
were but children in knowledge and experience; and 

required much instruction and oversight: but they 
were zealous for the Lord of hosts; and I regarded the 

fact of their having been raised up, in connection with 
other circumstances, as a distinct call to extend our 
labours to the " regions beyond." A small British set­
tlement had already been formed at M'Carthy's Island, 
for the protection of trade with the natives of the 
Uppcr River, and I considered this the most favourable 

point at which to commence our labolll's, as we should 
not only have a few liberated Aft'icans to begin with, 
who had acquired a smattering of English, but we 
should also have the protection of our own government, 
in case of intestine commotions among the natives. 
'Vith these views, and under these circumstances, I 
rcsolycd upon a tour of observation, to explore the 
banks of the Gambia, to visit M'Carthy's Island, and 
to make arrangements for the permanent extension of 
our Mission, should suitable openings prescnt them­
seh'es for the introduction of the gospcl. 

Haying regulated the affairs of our infant church at 
St. ~Iary's, renewed the quarterly tickets, administered 
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the sacrament of the Lord's supper, and given direc­
tions to the native teachers how to proceed in my 

absence, on Saturday, the 14th of May, 1831, I em­
barked on board of Mr. Grant's sloop, for M'Carthy's 
Island. It was not without a painful struggle that I 
took lcave of my dear partner on this occasion, leaving 
her in circumstances so new and untried. Yet it was 
necessary fOF her to remain behind, not only on account 

of the danger and difficulty of travelling, but especially 
as her presence was required daily in the mission 
schools. Our dear people felt deeply interested in this 
undertaking, and I was followed by their fervent 
prayers to God for his blessing upon my journey. On 

contemplating the prospect before me,- the arduous 
nature of the journey, the perils to which I should be 
exposed from the extreme heat and unhealthiness of the 

climate, and the approaching rains, to say nothing of 
wild beasts and savage men, I felt my mind for a short 
time a little depressed: but on casting myself on the 
Lord, and calling to mind the promised presence of my 
Divine Master, I was enabled to say, with the Apostle, 
" None of these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself so that I may finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry which I have received of the 

Lord Jesus, to testify of the gospel of the grace of 
God." (Acts xx. 24.) 

During the night, we passed James's Fort, a slave 
factol'Y lu ruins, on a small island in the centre of the 
riYer. This was a celebrated place, in times of old, 
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when African mcrchants traded chiefly in the flesh and 
blood of the poor degraded natives. It is now quite 
abandoned, and is known only as a favourite haunt for 
owls and bats; a more legitimate commerce having 
long since taken the place of the slave-trade. Just 
above this place, on the northern bank of the river, is 
Jillfree; a small settlement still held by the French, 
and the only possession which they claim in these 
parts. It seems to have been reserved at the time that 
St. Mary's was given up to the English, and Goree 
ceded to the French. It has long been a subject of 
considerable annoyance to the English merchants trad­
ing on the Gambia. 

On Sunday morning, I went on shore at Tankerwall; 

a considerable native town, on the southern bank of the 
river. Before we landed, I observed some of the na­
tives climbing up the trees and watehing our approach, 
as if anxious to' ascertain whether we were friends or 
foes. They had known white men come to their coun­
try to steal away their children: but they had never 
before seen a missionary come with a message of peace 
and good. will. We soon succeeded in gaining their 
confidence; and the women and children who had 'fled 
at our approach, returned and surveyed us with marked 
curiosity. At length, some of the children approached 
ncar enough to touch my hand, the white smooth sur­
face of which they examined most minutely, Then 
IIru,<' a discllssion as to whether the" white man was 
all white," Or whether " his hands and his face only 
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only were of that complexion." I soon settled the 

matter by turning up my coat sleeve, when they clap­
ped their hands in extacy, declaring, that, "he is every ' 
bit white, we never saw such a fine white man." On 

entering the town, I fOUIid the people pursuing the 
ordinary avocations of life in total ignorance of the 
christian sabbath. Some were spinning cotton with. 
their fingers, without any wheel or machinery; and, 

others were weaving narrow pieces of cloth, about five 

inches wide: Their mode of weaving was remarkably 
rude and simple. The looms consisted of two upright 

posts, planted in the ground, on the top of which rested 
a transverse piece of wood from which the slaie was 
suspended. Beneath these, a hole was dug in the 

ground in which the w~aver placed his feet to work 
the rude machinery while he sat upon the earth, and 
passed the shuttle from hand to hand. The warp was 
not wound round a beam, but' extended on the ground, 
to a distance of several yards, with a weight attached 
to the end, and was clxawn up as required . . I told the 
people that this was the day that ch.ristians kept holy, 
but they only smiled at the observation, saying, in 
their own language, " the white man's religion is good 
for the white man; and the black man's religion is 
good ror the black man." In the centre of the town, I 
observed a mosque or Mahometan temple, in which 
they worshipped. It was built of mud, and thatched 
with ~rass, as were most of the huts in this place. 
After viewing it, both inside and out, I requested them 
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to allow me to preach in it, but they soon gave me ttl 
understand that their sacred place must not be defiled 
with christianity. They expressed their willingness, 
however, to hear me where I was standing under an 
open shed; and I addressed them in a conversational 
strain, through an interpreter, on the great God who 
made them, and Jesus Christ who came into the world 
to redeem them by the shedding of his precious blood. 
I commended these people to God, and left them with 
the hope that some light was communicat~d to their 
dark minds. 

On ,returning to the vessel, I spent some time in 
attempting to teach the negro sailors to read. They 
seemed anxious to receive instlUction: but I found 
them rather dull scholars, having grown up in perfect 
heathen darkness. In the aftez:noon, I went on shore 
at Tentabar; a small town, on the same side of the 
river, but a little higher up. Here I saw a slave in 
irons, and a horse tied to a post, both under an open 
shed, offered for sale, at the same time. Thus does the 
accursed slave-trade rcduce man to a level with the 
blUtcs of the field. I went back to the vessel, deeply 
humbled by the specimens of degraded and wretched 
human nature which I had repeatedly beheld during 
the day. 

The navigation of the Gambia is somewhat difficult 
and tedious. As we ascend the river, we loose the fine 
sea breeze, so common on the coast. "r c can seldom 
kccp under weigh after the tide tUnlS; but let go the 
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anchor, and wait for the ncxt flow. The merchant 
vessels aJ.SQ make frequent cails, to traffic with the na­
tives, and to receive and discharge goods at the different 

branch establishments. This last circumstance is rather 
favourable than otherwise for the missionary and the 
traveller, who desire frequent opportunities of inter­
course with the pcople, and of surveying the natural 
scenery of this interesting country; especially if he 
happens to have plenty of time on his hands. In this 
respect, I was highly favoured on my first voyage up 
the river, as the vessel had to call at several places of 
importance. 

On the morning of Monday, the 16th, we sailed up a 
long narrow creek to a place called Badamy; and I had 

another opportunity oE going on shore to talk with the 
na,tives while the sloop was landing a part of her cargo. 
Here I met with a family of coloured persons whose 
ancestors were of the christian faith; but they had 
been so long mixed up with Mahometans that I could 
discover no trace of christianity remaining, either in 
tlieir sentiments or practice, except that they were a 
little more intelligent and obliging than the other 
natives. After conversing with these, and a few others, 
on the things which belong to their peace, I returned 
to the vessel. v,r e then descended the creek with the 
ebbing tide, and continued our course up the main 
brandh of the river. 

In the evening, we were overtaken by the first toma- • 

do or thlUlderstorm, which indicates the approach of 
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thc rainy season. This phenomenon is truly striking 
and awful to one who has never witnessed it before. 
The heavens gathered blaclmess, the thunder roared in 
fearful peals, and flashes of lightening succeeded each 
other in rapid succession. The wind also blew with 
terrific violence, the boat was torn away from the stern 
of the vessel, and we were obliged to come to anchor. 
This storm, though very furious, was of short duration; 
and after seeking the boat for some time without suc­
cess, we weighed anchor and proceeded on our voyage. 

We wem not interrupted by any stoppages on the 
following day. Native canoes occasionally came along­
side, manned by J olloffs, who cried out, "Mi ma 
sugar :-Mi rna rum."-" GiYe me sugar :-Giye me 
rum." But unless they had something for barter, we 
kept on our course; sometimes giving them a triffuag 
present. ' 

On ·Wednesday, the 18th, we anchored off Cower; 

a large town on the northern bank of the river. While 
on shore, I was much struck, with the moral degrada­
tion of the female sex in this wretched country. I saw 
a number of women wading up to the knees in water 
and mud pl'eparing the ground for rice, while their 
husbands were lounging at home in idleness and sin. 

From other observations which I made in the course of 
my travels, I found that most of the labour in cultiya­
ting the gt'ound and eyery other kind of drudgery, de­
yoh-cd upon the women and slm'es, who were classed 
pretty much in the same category; and that the mcn 
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treated their wives more as beasts of burden than as 
companions. 

Hitherto, I had found the northern bank of the 

Gambia inhabited by Jolloff's, and the southern bank by 
Mandingoes; but above this point, the Mandingoes 
alone appear to be the proprietors of the soil on both 
sides of the river. Small parties of Foulahs m'e fi'e. 
quently to be met with, grazing their cattle, and reo 
moving from place to place, as the pasturage fails; but 
as they have no right in the soil they frequently pay 
dearly for their accommodation. I felt happy in falling 
in with a party of these wanderers, fi'om whom I 

obtained a supply of sour milk; which, when sweetened 
with sugar or honey, forms a delicious beverage in this 

sultry climate. 
We had a fine breeze all day on Thursday, the 19th, 

which enabled us to keep under weigh a"oainst the 
ebbing tide; and such was the rapidity of our progress, 
that in the evening we crune in sight of M'Carthy's 
island. I was charmed with the scenery. The sun 
was just setting behind the opposite hills, the air was 
comparatively cool, and the labourers were returning 
from their little farms on the banks of the river. We 
crune to anchor at the upper end of the island, near to 
'1\ village called Fatiota. On landing, I met with a 
kind reception, and obtained a lodging in a native hut. 
Beingl weary with travelling, I slept soundly; . having 
retired to rest with a thankful heart for the preserving 
care of my heavenly Father. 
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When I awoke the next morning, I found that the 
sun had already risen above the eastern horizon, and 
the light which shone through the crevices of the rude 
door of the hut discovered the character of my humble 
shelter. The interior of the hut was hung round with 
gregrees, spears, and other symbols of idolatry and im­
plements of war, exhibiting to me, then a mere novice 
in the mission field, a startling as well as an impressive 
spectacle. On leaving the hut, I took a walk by the 
side of the river, and was led into a train of reflection, 
both painful and pleasing. I thought of the spiritual 
darkness and moral degradation of all around me, of the 
co=and of my divine Redeemer, and of the glorious 
prediction, that ultimat~ly, " all shall know the Lord 
from the least even unto the greatest." Fervently did 
I lift up my heart in prayer to God, that he might 
make this the beginning of a new dispensation to that 
people; and that, from this time, the light of divine 
truth might shine upon that dark and benighted land. 
While th~ musing, to my great surprise and delight, 
I met a white man! who introduced himself to me most 
courteously. It was Lieut. W. Shaw, a young military 
officer, the Co=andant of the island, and the only 
European resident in the country. He very kindly in­
vited me to take up my abode with him in his thatched 
cottage, and to share with him the few comforts he had 
in the wilderness. With feelings known only to those 
who have met with a fellow-countryman in a far distant 
land, I availed myself of his kindness; and I have since 

F 
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indulged the hope, that my acquaintance with tlhis 

noble-minded yOlmg II\an, under circumstances so pecu­
liar, might have been of advantage to him in after life, 
for he had been blessed with a pious mother whose 

advice was forcibly brought to his recollection during 
Qur in terCOUl'se. 

Saturday, the 21st, was spent in visiting a few of the 
people in their huts, and in making observations on the 
island. In the course of my ramble, I was · delighted 
to meet with a poor man, named John Asar, who liad 
learned ~omething of the gospel during his residence at 
St. Mary's. Although cut off from all the means of 

grace, he still retained a sense of the goodness of God; 
and had been endeavouring to let his light shine before 
men. He had learned to read a little; and, on entering 
his hut, I found him with the Bible in his hand. I 
read from the sacred vlliume; and we both engaged in 
prayer. The Lord was with us, and I felt my mind 
inspired with hope for that country. 

M'Ca1·tJ.y's Island, (or Jin-Jin-Berry,) so called in 
honour of Sir Charles M'Carthy, is nearly seven miles 
long and two broad, and about two hundred and fifty 
miles from the mouth of the river. The original native 
town, Morcunda or Holy Town, is inhabited by Man­
dingoes, and governed by an alcaid, or head man. Fort 
George is the name of the English settlement. The fort 
is built10f mud; and gan-isoned by a few black soldiers, 
under the direction of the Co=andant, for the protec­
tion of the trade of the river. The town is inhabited 
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chiefly by discharged soldiers and liberated Africans. 
There are several stores, both at Fort George and 
Fatiota, belonging to merchants who reside at St. 
Mary's. These are placed under the care of respectable 
and trusty natives; and a considerable trade is carried 
on with the more remote interior: gold, ivory, hides, 
and bees-wax, being obtained for muskets, powder, 
beads, and tobacco. The land here is fertile, and yields 
a good return when properly cultivated. When the 
breeze blows from the interior, the thermometer rises 
to 1200 in the shade, and the air is intensely hot; but, 
I should imagine this to be a more healthy situation 
than the coast, as the land does not lie so low, and is 
bot so swampy. Altogether it appeared a most eligible 
place fur a Mission-station,. 

Sundily, the 22nd, was 0. day long to be remembered. 
The ~ sounded at the hour appointed for divine 
IiefriCe iIald the soldiers were marched up in regular 
order, who, with most of the people of the town, co~­
tidaed i iiuinerous congregation, to whom I was enabled 
18 freeiIom and power. The marked atten-
4Ii1iiii-.UIl'.eilJ 'ft!el:ilIg which seemed to pervade the 
•• ~.t4y, led me to indulge the hope that good 

.that this might be the beginning of 
The evening service was also 

_1iIIit1!':~.nd we felt it goOd to wait on the 
I mrited those who were deter­

llllilll."jlllt~k f1'Ila give their hearts to God, 
~_~_ • . soht I might have an oppor-

1'2 
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tunjty of expounding unto them " the way of God more 
perfectly." To my very great surprise, not one of the 
;tSsembly l'etired. Aware, however, that most of them 
had previously entertained heathenish superstitions, 
and were immoral in their conduct; conscious that, 

however sincere these expressions of penitence might 
be, they still needed much instruction before they could 
with propriety be united ill church-fellowship; and 
knowing that I should soon have to leave them, I post­
poned the formation of a society at that time; and, 
after addressing them on the necessity and importance 
of personal religion, closed the meeting. 

Monday, the 23rd, was the day on which a great 
Mahometan festival was celebrated at M'Carthy's 
Island. A maraooo or priest! came from a distant place 
to conduct tl;le ceremony. At an early hour in the 
morning, they commenc!ld their worship under a large 
sacred tree, not far from the fort. The people spread 
their mats on the ground, and strewed them with 
flowers and the leaves of a: particular tree. The priest 
placed himself in the front, with his back to the con­
gregation, which might consist of about two hundred 

persons, and recited several Arabic prayers, which they 
all repeated aloud, after him. He then went through 
various gesticulations, repeatedly bowing and prostra­
ting himself on the ground, being strictly imitated by 
the ~eople in all that he did. Thus they continued 
their exercises for about two hours; and then returned 
to the Mandingo town on the island, where they spent 
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the rest of the day and the night in feasting, drinking, 
drumming, dancing, and firing of guns, setting the 
whole place in an uproar. Such was one of the many 
specimens which I witnessed of the religion of the 
false prophet as practised by this barbarous people. 

The establishment of British Settlements, on the 
coast and rivers of Africa, has not only operated as a 
check on the foreign slave-trade; but, it has exercised 
a favourable influence over the domestic slavery of the 
interior, in districts beyond the jurisdiction of English 
law. In former times, it was not at all an uncommon 
occurrence for~n individual who owed the most trifling 
'debt! or who was guilty of some petty misdemeanor to 
have his children carried off into slavery, by a native 
chicf or merchant.· During my stay at M'Carthy's Island, 
a little J ollar boy was seized by a party of Mandingoes. 
A complaint was made to the Commandant, who imme­
diately summoned the parties accused, and the alcaid, 
to appear before him. I was present when the exami­
nation took place. The Mandingoes seemed very 
humble and submissive, and denied all knowledge or 
participation in the affair. I could not but feel thankful 
for the deference paid to British authority, whenever it 
is thought proper to interfere on behalf of the oppressed. 

Another complaint was brought to Lieut. Shaw, 
shortly afterwards, by a man who had received a 
serious wound in his arm. When he presented himself 
at thc door, the blood was flowing copiously! He pro­
ceeded to relatc that, in the course of the morning, the 
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hunters had caught a 1:wge elephant, while he was at 
work on his grouncls, aJbout tlnee miles distant. After 

they had taken the ivory tusks, and all they required, 
they left the carcase of the animal, and proceeded in 
the chase. 'Vhile he and several others, according to 
custom, began helping themselves to the elephant beef, 
a party of Mandingoes came upon them to drive them 
off, one (i)f whom struck him with his cutlass on the 
arID. The Commandant immediately sent a party of 
soldiers in search of the offender, but he had fled 
beyond the boundaries of the settlement, and could not 
be found. The a.]caid promised, however, to deliver 
:him up to justice, should he venture to make his ap­
Fearance in the Mandingo town. 

During my stay at M'Carthy's Island, I had frequent 
opportunities of conversing with Mahometan priests, 
some Qf whom could read Arabic pretty well, and were 
glad to receive the tracts and portions of scripture, 
printecl in thaJt language, which I carried with me for 
distribution., I spent several hours one beautiful moon­
light night ill rGaSoning with a party of more intelligent 
Manclingoes, who seemed much interested in the con­
versation. Arguments were produced on both sides; 
but the natives concluded the controversy by their 
usual evasion, that "~ite-man's religion is good for 
white-n~an; and black-man's religion is good for 
black-man." Notwithstanding, I have reason to be­
lieve that a good impression was made upon their 
minds; and before we parted, I proposed that we 
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should unite in prayer to Ahnighty God for his divine 
guidance and blessing. To this they ~"Teed; and I 
shall not easily forget the feelings of my heart while 
&Upplicating the throne of the heavenly grace, sur­
rounded by these sable sons of Ham who had never 
before heard the voice of a christian missionary. The 
night was calm and serene, the moon shone brightly 
upon us as we were thus engaged in the open air, and 
I returned to my humble couch, entertaining a pleasing 
hope that the day was not far distant when the light of 
the gospel would permanently shine upon that dark 
benighted land. 

On returning to the residence of Lieut. Shaw, after a 
short absence, I found him suffering from an attack of 
fever; and I could not but feel painfully impressed 
with the trying situation of a poor European, when 
taken ill in that dreary land, far away from kind 
friends, medical" aid, the ordinary comforts of life, and 
the abodes of civilized men. Under these circumstances, 
a person is induced to give himself up entjrely to the 
natives, and submit to whatever they prestribe. Such 
I found to be the case with my friend. He was sur­
roundocl by a numher of old women, who were admin­
istering "bush medicine;" which appeared, to me, 
quitc as likely to kill as to cure him. Nor was this all : 
they had suspendcd gregrees about his neck, and were 
actually making him drinlc "gregree water." This 
nosmun is prepared as follows :-A maraboo or priest 
is consulted, who prescribes the neceSSal·y charm, and 
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writes it in Arabic, on a piece of board; and the nurse 
in attendance, aftrsr washing it off with water into a 

calabash, requires the patient to drink it. They have 
a superstitious idea, that this will send away the evil 
spirits, which they believe to be the cause of evel)" 
kind of sickness. I soon dismissed these spirit doctors; 

and administered a little proper medicine to my friend, 
which, with the aid o£ some good soup, and other nour­
ishment, promoted his recovery; and, in a few days, 
he was convalescent. It may not be imp~oper here to 
remark, that a little practicail knowledge of medicine is 
desirable, if not absolutely necessary, for the missionary 
in that country; indeed, the more general his informa­
tion, -the more pr0bable his success. 

1 spent a second sabbath at M'Carthy's Island, on 
that occasion, which was observed in the same manner 
as before; and tended to deepen the impression already 
made upon my mind, that the set tinIe for the Lord to 
favour that land was come. The people assembled to­
gether, as they had previously done, and listened with 
serious attention to the word preached. 

Having in some measure accomplished the object of 
my visit to M'Carthy's Island, by preaching to the 
people, conversing with the most intelligent natives, 
and colleoting informat~on for my futm·e guidance, on 
Thursqlay, the 2nd of June, I embarked to return to St. 
Mary's. On taking my departure, I was much affected 
by the earnest entreaties of the people that I would 
come back, or send them a teacher to instruct them and 
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their children in the things of God. Several followed 

me to the vessel, repeating their request; and I promis­

ed, if possible, to make some provision for the supply 
of their spiritual necessities. 

We had a fine run down the river, during the day, 

with the tide in our favour. In the evening we saw a 

large elephant lying dead on the shore, which had just 
been killed by the natives. 'We took a canoe, and 

went to examine it, hoping to find some ivory; but the 

huge tusks had been taken away by the parties who 

had destroyed the life of the animal. 

On Saturday, the 4th, we sailed up a long creek on 
the northern side of the river, to a place called " Bat­
eda," where the vessel had to take in corn. Towards 
evening, I went on shore and visited two native towns, 

a considerable distance in-land. The road led through 
a forest of lofty trees, in which we saw a number of 

birds of the most beautiful and varied plumage. It is 
remarkable, however, that the pretty bi.rds of Africa 
never sing. Some chirp a little, and others give notes 

of the most discordant sound. On entering the first 
town, we came to a deep well from which a man was 

drawing water. I was thirsty, and he cheerfully handed 
me the calabash; but the water was muddy, and a little 
IlUfficcd. At the same place, I observed several mara­
boos, with their tablets in their hands, writing Arabic. 
Their mode of writing is performed in different ways. 
Sometimes it is done with':' reed-pen and ink, which 

may be erased by washing the board; at other times 
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the tablet is covered with a coat of bees-wax, and the 
characters are traced with an iron style, "When the 

natives write on p!liper, they invaria,bly use separate 
leaves, never !littempting anything like book-binding, 
Near this town, I visited the ruins of a large building 

which appeared to have been a temple; nothing now 
remains, however, but a few large stone pillars, 

After walking !libout three miles further, we came to 
the other town. We now felt tired and hungry, and 
were glad to &d the natives kind and hospitable. They 
set before us a large calabash of rice and milk, of which 
we made a he!lJrty meal. As 'night was approaching, 
we hastened back to the vessel;, and from the heat of 
,the day and the fatigue of walking, I had a severe 
nead-ache during the night,-the first which J' had ex­
p@rienced since I came to Afi:iica. 

On ascending a long and narrow creek to another 
native town, about this time, I was much amUsed by 
the playful frolics of a tribe, of m0nkeys, which had 
assembled in the trees. As the branches met and 
i0rmed a natural arch over our heads, these lively inha­
bi~nts of the forest skipped along fi'om tree to tree, 
and kept pace with the boat. Sometimes they seemed 
-inclined to dispute our passage, chattering in the most 
menacing tones, and even throwing pieces of stiok and 
wild frll'it at us, with all their might. It was not until 
a musket shot or two had been fired by one of our 
paJ.ty, that these impert~nent animals were entirely 

dispersed. 
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We called at a few other places, as we descended the 
river; and, on Friday, the 10th, I was delighted to be­
hold once more the neat. looking white houses of the 
town of Bathurst. We came to anchor in the after­
noon, and I hastened on shore. I was truly thankful 
to find my dear wife in good health and spirits. Our 
hearts overflowed with gratitude to God for his pre­
serving care and goodness during the month I had been 
absent from home. 

My return to St. Mary's was hailed with joy by our 
dcar people; and I was happy to learn that the re­
ligious services, as conducted by the native teachers, 
had been well attended in my absence. The schools 
had also been kept in active operation under the super­
intcndence of MIs. Moister; and everything bore such 
a cheering aspect, that I had no reason. to regret the 
sacrifice I had made in undertaking this tour of ob­
servatioll. 

I was much amused with the account Mrs. Moister 
gave me of the visits she had received from several 
parties of natives while I was from home. They came 
from distant parts of the country, in companies, to pay 
their respects to " sering tababe,"- " the white minis­
ter ;" and finding that he was from home they express­
ed their wish to have an interview with the" white 
lady." Wben this request was granted thcy entered the 
Mis.ion-house, and seated themsch·es on the floor, a­
round Mrs. M., who occupied a chair in the centre. 
She inquired the object of their yisit; and her little 
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school-boy interpreter coolly replied" They only come 
1:0 pay you compliment, ma'am." At first, she thought 

it a coarse kind of compliment; but soon became used 
to it. As she was the only European female in the 
country at that time, it required some nerve, however, 
to eonverse with a number of half-naked savages, with 
their spears and other implements of war in their hands. 
They were ge;nerally civil in their behaviour, and fre­
quently listened with attention to what was said to 
them on religious SUbjects. 0n their departure they 
generally received a small present:~ piece of red 
cloth, a few need'les, beads, or ot4er trifling articles, 
with which they were quite pleased; and, in fact this 
was the ulteriOl; object of their visit. 

"\\re now proceeded in our ruissionary work with 
sMisfaction and comfort; for although we had felt the 
climate to be excessively hot, we had hitherto been 
favoured with good health. The progress made by the 
children in the schools was truly pleasing; and the 
results that followed the preaching of the gospel were 
seen ill the additions made to the number of those who 
believed, and excited in our hearts feelings of the live­
liest gratitn~e to Ahnighty God. Our labour was 
sweetened not only by the early fruit which we were 
thus, through mercy, perruitted to behold, but also by 
the CO)1tinual conviction which we felt that we were in 
the very place where God would have us be, and that 
we should.bepermitted to see still greater prosperity. 



CHAPTER IV. 

SECOND VOYAGE UP THE GAMBIA. 

MusUmary difficulties-Seasoning Fever-Mandingo War-Res­
toration of Peace-Second Embarkation for M' Carthy' s-Devil' s 
Poinl-Jarmalicunda-Sabbath-Doma-sang-sang-Music and 
Dancinfl-Hippopotamus-Commencement of M' Carthy' 8 J[u­
aiorv--Preaching anti School-Return--Dean's Ialand-Native 
Quarrel-Tentabar-Incident of Slavery-Arrival at Bathurst. 

WE cannot expect to prosecute the great missionary 
enterprise without having to encounter numerous ob­
stacles. These will vary according to the peculiar cir­
cumstances of different countries. In Western Africa, 
we had no cause to complain of actual hostility, on the 
part of the natives, to the object of our mission. The 
whole country was open before us. 'Ve could travel 
where we pleased, and preach when we pleased, with­
out inten"llption. The people everywhere were inclined 
to be kind and hospitable. But, in addition to the usual 
prejudices, apathy, and indifference, which characterize 
the unculightened heathen of all nations, we had there to 
contend with two evils which manifested themselves in 
a peculiarly aggravated form :- the one, natural: the 
other, moral. I allude to the unhealthiness of the cli­
mate, and thc propensity of the natives to engage in 



94 MISSIONARY MEMORIALS. 

intestine WMS. Difficulties, arising from these causes, 
pressed upon us at an early period of my mission to the 

Gambia. 
Mrs. Moister was first called to pass through her 

" seasoning fever." The attack commenced on Sunday 
evening, the 31st of July, 1831. I sent immediately for 
Dr. Tebbs, the colonial physician, who administered 

the usual remedies, and expressed a hope that the re­
sult would be favourable. She continued very ill for 
about a week, after which the fever was subdued, and 
she became convalescent. She had repeated attacks of 
fever after this; and, on one occasion, which I shall 
never forget, there appeared to be little hope of her 
recovery; but being blessed with a constitution well 
adapted for the tropics, she endured the climate, on the 
whole, better than most European females who have 
been engaged in the work. 

My dear partner had only just recovered when, on 
Thursday, the 18th of August, I was taken ill myself. 
The symptoms were the same in both cases :- violent 
head-ache, pain in the limbs, and burnipg heat through 
the whole system. For a while, I struggled against it; 
but was obliged ultimately to take to my bed, and call 
in the doctor. Being of a strong and healthy habit, 
my " seasoning fever" was very severe. It continued 
without intermission, until the fourth day; and, as few 

. I 
surVive the fifth day uuless there be a change for the 
better, considerable apprehension was entertained for 
my safety. Mrs. M. began to feel anxious; Dr. Tebbs, 
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and my friend, Mr. Grant, remained with me almost 
constantly; and the dear converted negroes held their 
meetings, night after night, for special prayer and sup­
plication, that my life might be spared to the church. 
In the afternoon of Sunday, the 21st, the fever abated, 
and I began to recover; thus was I mercifully raised, 
through the interposition of Divine Providence, from 
the very brink of death. I had to pass through many 
scenes of afHiction after this; but none so critical and 
dangerous. On a retrospective view of the whole, I can 
recognize and adore the kind hand of the Lord, and I 
may indeed say, with the poet,-

.. Oft from the margin of the grave, 
Thou, Lord, hast lifted up my head; 

Sudden I found thee near to save, 
The fever owned thy touch and fled." 

The rainy season had now fairly set in; and the sick­
ness and mortality among all classes, especially Euro­
peans, were most distressing. 

There is an old adage which says, " misfortunes sel­
dom come single-handed." So w~ found it in Africa at 
the period above-mentioned. While yet confined to the 
chamber of afHietion, we received the painful intelli­
gence that a Mandingo war had commenced, respecting 
which, a few particulars may now be given: 

For some time past, the natives of the kingdom of 
Barra., on the northern bank of the Gambia, opposite 
St Mary's, had manifested a restlessness which excited 
some apprehensiw in the minds of the colOJpsts that 
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they were preparing for an outbreak. These suspicions 
appeared afterwards to be well-founded; for they had 

fortified the town of Yassow by surrounding it with a 
strong double stockade, and by making other warlike 
preparations. On Monday, the 22nd of August, about 
eight o'clock at night, two Mandingoes came down to 

FO?·t Bullon, a small British fort on Barra Point, di­
rectly opposite Bathurst, across the river, about three 
miles distant, and manifested a disposition to quarrel 
with the few English settlers who resided there. They 
were arrayed in their war-dresses, and armed with 
muskets and cutlasses. They entered the canteen at 
the fort, and demanded rum; but it was refused, be­
cause it was past the hour for serving. One of the 
men fired his musket at the spirit-vender, after which 
they both disappeared. 

The officer in charge of the fort, believing that there 
was some wicked design in all this, and that the natives 
were planning mischief, immediately fired an alarm 
gun. This was distinctly heard in St. Mary's; and the 
GOye1110r despatched an officer, with a few soldiers, to 
protect Fort Bullon. These were accompanied by a few 
seamen, captains of vessels, and other persons, who 
volunteered their services on the occasion. On alTiving 
at BalTa Point, and hearing of the outrage committed 
by the Mandingoes, they marched up at once to Yas­
sow, the residence of the king, and incautiously com­
menced a heavy fire on the town, though they saw that 
it was in a position of complete defence. They had no 
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sooner done this, than the natives poured out upon 
them like a hive of bees, being evidently prepared for 
the attack. The few English found it necessary to 
retreat to the fort, having already lost some of their 
number. They were warmly pursued by the Man­
dingoes; and so unequal was the struggle, that the fort 
was abandoned, and the whole of the colonists made for 
the boats. Those who succeeded, put off from the 
shore, and made their escape: but several of the party 
were massacred on the beach by the enemy. 

All this occulTed during the night; and the news of 
the disaster, which reached St. Mary's the next morq­
ing, produced the greatest consternation and dismay. 
\Vives were heard weeping, and lamenting the loss of 
their husbands; and parents were anxiously inquiring 
for those of their children who were missing; present­
ing altogether such a scene of misery as I hope never 
again to witness. Among those who fell in this con­
test, was the captain of an English vessel, just anived 
from Liverpool, whom the natives had mistaken for the 
Governor. On finding his body among the slain, they 
cut off his head and erected it upon a pole, as a 
monument of their cruel victory. 

Not to detain the reader longer than necessary, on a 
subject of such painful interest, I may briefly remark, 
that the war which thus commenced continued nearly 
fiye months; during which, we were kept in a state of 
CU!lstant alLxiety, arising from the apprehension that 
the enemy might take possession of the island, when 

G 
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our doom would be sealed. The circumstances of this 

war were rendered the more distressing, from its con" 
tiguity to the settlement. The scene of action was only 
just across the river, within three miles of the Mission­
house. Night after night we stood on the piazza, and 

beheld the flames, as they arose from the buildings 
connected with the fort on Barra Point, which were 
destroyed by fire . Then followed the noise and com­
motion occasioned by a preparation, on the part of the 
English, for defending the colony, and for making an 
attack upon the enemy, so soon as a favourable oppor" 
tunity should offer. AN who comd can)' arms were 
drilled and enrolled in a militia force; a strong stock­
ade was erected across the island, near to Bathurst; 
and a new fort was built in a commanding situation, ' 
just behind the Mission-house. Sentinels were also 
appointed to keep a strict look-out, and to walk the 
streets during the night, that they might give an alarm 
in case the enemy should attempt to land on the island. 
Mrs. M. and her school-girls were busily engaged in 
maKing sand-bags, for the erection of moveable bat­
teries; and, indeed, the services of every person who 
COlMd render any assistance were required in the com­
mon defence. Even the nati,e women and children 
carried stones for the erectio'l of the new fort, singing 
and clapping their hands as they waJked along, ,vith an 
enthusiasm that shewed theil; loyalty to the British 

throne. 
These warlike prepa-rations _ greatly obstructed the 
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work of the Mission. The native teachers and male 

members were all engaged in the drill, or on the pub­
lic works: the school was irregularly attended, and the 
congregations were very small. Amidst the gloom and 
confusion which prevailed around us, there was one 
circumstance, however, which tended to ch@er and an­
imate our souls. There were a few who assembled 
with us in the sanctuary, where we offered fervent and 
incessant prayer to Almighty God, that he would" give 
us help from trouble," and establish " the work of our 
hands upon us." 

In the month of November, a French man-of-war 
came to our assistance, and an attempt was made to 
land a company of soldiers at Barra Point: but the 
enemy were so strongly entrenched, and so well de­
fended, that this object could not be accomplished. 
Additional aid was therefore called in from Senegal, 
Siena Leone, and other parts of the coast; and on the 
10th of December, when the season was more favour­
able, a movement was made for a grand attack. In 
the afternoon, twenty vessels of various kinds, including 
two or three regular men-of-war, weighed anchor and 
sailed across the riYer, haying on board a force of about 
fiye hundred men. During the night, shells were 
threwn f.rom thc ships into the entrenchments of the 
enemy; and as the scene of action was so near our 
residence, we could distinctly see the flashes of light 
that attended the discharge of the mortars. We took 
but little rest; and spent the night in alternately 

G2 
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watching the proceedings of the hostile parties, and in 
eamest supplication to God that these disastrous e,ents 

might be speedily terminated, and over-ruled for the 

greater extension of the gospel. At day-break, on the 
moming of the 11 th, the soldiers under the command 
of Captain Berwick effected a landing, under cover of a 

heavy fire from H. M. S. "Plumper," after a severe 
eontest with the natives, in which a considerable loss 
was sustained on both sides, in killed and wounded. 
The roaring of cannon and the firing of musketry con­

tinued during the day. Towards evening, a messenger 
arrived with the intelligence, that the Mandingoes had 
been completely routed and driven into the woods;' 
and we beheld, with delight, the British flag once more 
waving over Barra Point. There was a general mani­
festation of joy throughout the settlement : but, as one 
boat succeeded another, bringing over the dead and 
wounded, this feeling subsided, and nothing was heard 
but the bitter lamentations of wives, mothers, and 
sisters, over those who had fallen in the battle. 

Being the only minister in the country, and appoint­
ed by the Goyernor as acting Colonial ChaplaSn, I was 
now employed, almost from morning until night, in 
visiting the sick and wounded, and in burying the dead. 
In the performance of these duties, I was favoured ,vith 
some indications that my labour was not in yain. 
Lieut. 1 Leigh, an intelligent young man, who received 
a mortal wound in his head, from a musket-ball, gave 
pleasing evidence, previous to his death, of penitence of 
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heart and saving trust in the great atonement. On the 
sabbath, I endeavoured to console the few people who 
remained in the colony by preaching from Psahn vii. 1.. 
" In the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, 
until these calamities be overpast." 

Though the lI1andingoes were dispersed, and driven 
from their entrenchments on the Point, they were not 
entirely vanquished, as at first supposed. It was soon 
found that they had only retired to Yassow, which was 
strongly fortified. On Thursday, the 17th, the British 
troops moved forward to make an attack on that native 
town. In consequence of various untoward circwn­
stances, this proved an entire failure. Not only were 
the natives vastly superior in numbers, but their mode 
of warfare was peculiar and irregular ;-consisting of 
ambuscades, firing from behind trees and then scam­
pering off, and other stratagems,~so that the English 
found themselves engaged in an unequal struggle, and 
returned to their encampment on the Point, with a 
loss of eleven killed and fifty -nine wounded, several of 
whom died inlmediately. 

'Vhile the English were preparing for a more vi­
gorous attack upon Yassow, the lI1andingoes came with · 
a flag of truce, and requested that the war might cease. 
Conditions of peace were proposed and agreed to by 
both parties; and on Thursday, the 5th of January, 
1832, GoYcl'l1or Rendal invitcd me to accompany him 
and his suite, to witness the ceremony of the ratification 
at Barra. The forms belonging to Olll' school-room were 
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carried over in boats, and placed in order under the 
palave,' t"ee; and, after waiting some time, King Bru­
ma, made his a'ppearance, attended by his councillors 

'and about two thousand of his warriors. They were 
armed, and arrayed in their war-ru'esses; and as we 
walked along the ranks, they were all an.",ious to shake 

hands with us. They seated themselves on the ground, 
in a circle of three or fom deep; while the king and 
his councillors, and the governor and his officers, took 
their places .on the forms under the tree. It was an 
imposing sight. Mter a few words of explanation, and 
a solemn achnonition as to their futme conduct, the 
treaty, which had been previously prepared, was signed, 
sealed, and delivered; and, at the conclusion of the 
ceremony, the firing of cannon and muskets, and the 
continued acclamations of the people, were expressive 
of the joy that universally prevailed. I returned home 
truly thankful for the termination of this distressing 
war, which had caused the loss of so many lives, and 
'had been such a serious impediment to om missionary 
labours. The governor soon afterwards appointed a 
-day of public thanksgiving, which was well obseITed 
by all classes. I preached to a large congregation, 
from Psalm xcvii. 1. "The Lord reigncth: let the earth 
rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof." 

Peace was no sooner restored in the country than 
our :Mi~sion and school at St. Mary's assumed their 
usual pleasing aspect; and we were again favoured 
with prosperity in e,'ery department of our work. Ac-
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cess also, being once more afforded to the interior, I 

began to prepare for my intey.ded visit to M'Carthy's 
Island. 

Having obtained the sanction of his excellency the 
Governor, on Thursday, the 8th of March, I commenced 
my second voyage up the Gambia. On this occasion I 
took with me John Cupidon, the native assistant mis­
sionary, and a supply of books and school requisites, 
with a view to the commencement of our new mission 
at M'Carthy's Island. I also took as an attendant and 
interpreter, my favourite little black boy, " Petty." 
Though not more than ten or eleyen years of age, this 
little fellow was remarkably intelligent. He could 
read his Bible with fluency, write a good hand, and 
speak three or four different languages. He was yery 
active in preparing my food, as well as in attending to 
other little matters during our travels; and he scarcely 
eYcr failed to interpret accurately, when I wished to 
hold a conversation with the natives. 

Vvc sailed in Mr. Grant's new cutter, the" High­
lander;" and were accompanied by two or three mer­
chlmts, who were on their way to the Upper River. 
The weather was delightfully fine, the company was 
agreeable, and we commenced our journey, animated 
with the pleasing prospect of success in our respectiYe 
projects. For the first day or two the wind was con-

. trary, and wc made but little progress. 
'" e mrct with frequent instances of devil-worship, 

while trawlling in All·iea. On proceeding up the 
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Gambia, about two days' sail from St. Mary's, there is 
a place called Devil's Point, on passing which, the cap­

tain of the vessel almost inv~iabl y presents an offering 
to his satanic majesty. The offering consists of a small 
portion of every e3itable iIi the ship's cargo. They 

hl\ve a strange superstitions notion that the prince of 
darkness has his special residence under _this point of 
land, and that he stretches out his long amns beneath 

the waters to receive the offerings of his worshippers. 
Being thus propitiated, they imagine that the devil will 
do them no harm dmillg the whole of their voyage. 
'When will this degraded people learn to trust in the 
true and living God ? 

In the comse of this jomney, I had an opportunity of 
calling at Ulany places, on the banks of the Gambia 
which I did not visit on my first voyage up the river. 
One of these was Ja.·malicunda, where we went on 
shore, on the morning of Satmday, the 10th. This place 
is situated in a beautifully open pa,rt of the cOlmtry, 
and the ground in the neighbourhood was cleared and 
cultivated to a greater e:xtent than in most places. 
Here we visited the ruins of a large ml'rcantile factory, 
erected many years ago, but as it did not answer the 
expectations of the proprietor, it was allowed to go to 
decay. At this village, I was introduced to two colour­
ed native females of superior intelligence in regard to 

the thin~s of this world; but on speaking to thcm on 
spiritual matters, I fOlmd their minds as clark us mid­
night. Though rigid Mahometuns, they listened uttcn-
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tively to my remarks 011 the nature and design of the 
christian religion. 

On the following day, which was the sabbath, we 
came to anchor early. The sailors put up an awning 
to screen us from the scorching rays of the sun, and I 
read prayers, and preached to a small but attentive 
congregation. The solemnity of this religious scn'ice 
was enhanced by the recollection of the fact, that 
whilst we were thus worshipping the true alld living 
God, the sUlTounding country was enveloped in the 
grossest heathenism. This was indeed a day of spirit. 
ual blessing, though our humble offering was presellted 

to the Lord in a locality so fur distant from the habita· 
ti<lllS of civilized men. 

On Monday morning, the 12th, before day.light, we 
manned a lm'ge canoe, Ulld set out for Donut.sang.sang, 

leaying the cutter to pursue her course. At this place, 
Mr. Hiley, one of our party, had a mercantile establish. 
ment. On passing Elephallt Island by the northern 
chmull'l, we met a native canoe with six men, and were 
much amused with their noyel mode of sailing. They 
were floating down the river with the ebb tide, alld a 
moderate breeze in their fayour; and to accelerate 
their progress, they had stuck a large branch of a tree . 
in the celltre of the canoe, on which the wind acted as 
a sail; and they wcre gliding alollg at a rapid rate, 
without troubling themselves with the padctics. ". e 
soon left the main branch of the Gambia, and ascended 
a JOIl~ nnnow creek on the southcl'll side of the li,·cr. 
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We had a fine prospect on either hand, and saw large 

flocks of guinea-fowls, and crown-birds, ,flying about in 
every direction. About two o'clock in the afternoon, 

we reached Doma-sang-sang, a small village nearly at 
the top of the creek. Here we met with Mrs. Riley 
and her little daug4ter, and were treated with great . 

kindness and hospitality. Having partaken ofa sub­
stantial dinner, the natives presented us with a large 
calabash of new milk, which was truly acceptable. 
Behind the village, there is a curious cenical-shaped 

.hill, from the top of which an extensive and delightful 

prospect presentS itself to the view."" In the evening, 
we witnessed a specimen of the native music and 
dancing, which was rude and barbarous in the extreme. 
The people went through the most strange and eccen­
tric evolutions, and they danced till they were quite 
exhausted, falling back into the arms of their friends, 

.and making way for others, by whom they were imme-

• \Vhen labouring in the island of Grenada, in the 'Yest 
Indies, many years afterwards, I was acquainted with a poor old 
blind woman, named Cumba, who had been brought as a slave 
from the Gambia in early life. After she heard that I had been 
in Africa, she was always anxious to talk with me about her 
count.ry; and when I mentioned D01na-sang-sang, which it ap­
peared was her nath'e place, and adverted to the conical hill 
behind the village, she clapped her hauds in joyous transport, 
and exclaimed, H God bless you, my dear .Massa minister! now 
me know )'OU been to me country for true, or else you cannot 
te.n al~ about it ~o." She was truly piotts, and it delighted her 
beyond measure to hear that the gospel of Chrisf., whic.h had 
made her so ha.ppy, was taking root in her dark and benighted 
native land. 
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diately succeeded. The music was nothing more than 
a rude drum, calied the tom-tom, a kind of tambourine, 

and a triangle. At a late hour, when the tide sen'ed, 

we entered the canoe, and paddled down the creek. 

It was a beautiful moon-light night; and before day­

break in the morning we joined the cutter, which we 

found at anchor in the river. 
On Tuesday, the 13th, the weather was excessively 

hot. In the afternoon, we came to anchor at Cower, 

where the vessel had to discharge a part of her cargo. 

This was soon done, and we proceeded on our Toyage 
with the next flowing tide. 

The wind was contrary all day, on ·Wednesday, the 

14th, and we made but little progress. In the. after­
noon, we caught a curious green snake in the river, 

about two feet long, which I preserved in a bottle of 
spirits. The hippopotami, or river horses, are also 

ycry numerous in the Gambia; and we scarcely passed 
a day without seeing or hearing these huge animals. 

Thcy rank next in size to the elephant, and are am­
phibious, generally spending the night on shore and the 

day in the water. Early in the morning, they may be 
hl'ard splashing into the riTer, and at short inten-als 
during the day, they come to the surface of the water to 
blow, like the whale. The noise which they make at 

such times is frequently most awful, resembling the 
sound of distant thtmder. They are rather dangerons 
neighbours to those who sail in small vessels; and I 

have known an hippopotamus strike his tusks through 
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the bottom of a boat, and thereby endanger the crew 

and cargo. The tusks are much harder than those of 
the elephant, and more valuable; being used as a 

superior kind of ivory. 
On the morning of ThUl'sday, the 15th, we passed 

Cassang; and one of the nati"es came on board to beg, 

as usuaL During the day we made but little progress; 
the wind being very light, and the flowing tide not very 
strong at this season of the year, -in this part of the 
river. Though the water at this distance from the sea is 

influenced by the tide, it is quite fi'esh and fit to drink, 
as the salt-water, while it forces the fresh-water up the 
river, does not mix with it to any considerable distance. 

Barly on the moming of Friday, the 16th) we came 
. in sight of M'Carthy's Island; and about nine o'clock, 

a. m., we came to anchor off Fort George, and went on 
sh0re. Many of the natives, remembered my former 
visit, and flocked arotmd me, to welcome my arrival. 
They W(ll'e delighted to find that I had brought ' them a 
teacher, and made arrangements for the commencement 
of a mission among them. :My fi'iend, Lieut. Shaw, 
ha,~ing left the island, I took possession of his hut, 
which was unoccupied, tmftunished, and much dilapi­
dated. It required some contrivance to " make-shift," 
tmder these circumstances, during my brief sojOtu'll. 
An old window-shutter, placed horizontally on the top 
of a lfloUl' barrel, served for a table, on which I placed 
an empty bottle as a candlestick; while a poor native, 
who had in his possession a "white-man's chair," 
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cheerfully lent it to me during my stay. With other 

matters of greater importance, I was pretty well sup­
plied; as I always carried bread, tea, coffee, sugar, and 
other necessary articles for furnishing my table in the 
wilderness, with some degree of comfort: and I was ac­
companied by my favourite negro boy, who prepared 
my food, and acted also as my interpreter. But when 
night came, I was much perplexed how to arrange for 
the sleeping department. The interior of my dilapi­
dated hut looked cold and damp; I therefore resolved 
to sleep outside, under an open shed in the yard. On 
looking round, I saw an old gate, which I took from its 
hinges, propped it up with stones to keep it from the 
damp ground, spread my mattress upon it, and slept 
very comfortably. It is true, that on awaking the first ' 
night, I saw, by the light of the moon, two or three 
large lizards crawling very nenr me; but these reptiles 
are quite harmless. The next day, I visited every 
house in the settlement, and informed the people of the 
arrangements I had made with respect to the Mission; 
and, at the same time, I took a census of the popula­
tion, according to the request made by the Governor. 
The inhabitants of l?ort George amounted to about two 
hundred: but the Mandingo town, at a short distance, 
to which I could not gain access for this purpose, is 
much more populous. 

On Sunday, the 18t1, I preached to a large and at· 
t('nt;yc congt'egation, from Luke ii. 10. "BeholU. I 

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
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all people." And, in the evening, Brother Cupido~, 

preached, from Matt. iii. 2. "The kingdom of heaven 

is at hand, repent ye and believe the gospel." This 

was a most delightful sabbath; and I was enabled to 

hope, that the word preached would be as " bread cast 

upon the waters, seen after many days." 

I arose early on the following morling, and walked 

round the settlement with the acting Commandant, a 

black man, to look for a suitable piece of land for the 

erection of temporary mission premises; but every site 

which I thought eligible, was already taken up, and 
more or less occuFied with native huts. We met with 

a person, however, who was willing to dispose of his lot 

of land, with a quantity of building materials already 

prepared, I therefore made a purchase of the whole, 

and immediately employed people to erect a sanctuary 

and other temporary buildings, so as to afford accom­
modation for the congregation and school, with apru;t­

ments for the native teacher. 

My next undertaking was the co=encement of the 

mission-school. vVe collected a number of little black 

boys and gil·ls, and made the first attempt at teaching 

in an old ruinated building, belonging to government, 
till our own premises were completed. We soon fur­

nished the chilcilren, who were but partially clothed, 
with a few articles of wearing apparel; and they be­

came 
1 
accustomed to the discipline of the school much 

more readily than we expected. 

Being a~:"ious to return to St. :Mary's with as little 
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delay as possible, where several matters required my 
presence, I took my departure on the evening of Tues­
day, the 20th, leaving John Cupidon, my native assist­
ant, in charge of the school and infant Mission, at 
M'Carthy's Island. Poor Cupidon felt very acutely at 
the idea of being left alone: but after we had spent a 
short time in conversation and prayer, we were obliged 
to part. I went on board the small sloop, " Eliza," 
and after weighing anchor, we mpidly descended the 
river, having a fair wind and a strong ebbing tide. 

On the morning of Wednesday, the 21st, we went on 
shore for a few moments at Dean's Island; and in the 
afternoon we landed at Gowe,·. I was son-y to find, 
at the place last mentioned, that there had been some 
disturbance among the natives. It is in this neigh­
bourhood that the Mandingo country borders on that of 
the J olloff; and the two tribes inhabiting the district, 
called Senne-Gambia, are frequently at variance with 
each other. Several of the Mandingoes, belonging to 
Cower, had removed their goods from the town, and 
were assembled on the bank of the river, about to take 
their departure in the canoes which they had prepared 
for that purpose. We had not time to inquire into the 
precise nature of the quan-el: but proceeded down the 
river, where I met with Captain Chawn, in his own 
vessel, by whom I received letters and a supply of 
stores, from my dear wife at St. Mary·s. 

T was thankful that we had not many places to call 
at in descending the river on this occasion, as the 
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vessel was exceedingly small and uncomfortable. - I 

was obliged to sleep on deck every night, the space 
below being filled with merchandise. Consequently I 
was wet with the dew by night, and scorched with the 

sun by day; but a kind and gracious Prm·idence pre­
served me in tolerable health and strength, for which I 
felt thankful. 

We went on shore at Tlfntabar, on Friday, the 23rd, 
where we saw Mr. A--, a merchant, who inforIl1ed 
us of. the wreck of Mr. J--'s brig, on her voyage 
from Sierra Leone. The history of the two individuals, 

just mentioned, is very remarkable; and strikingly 
illustrative of the vicissitudes to which the natives are 
subject in a country where slavery prevails: Mr. J-­
was originally a poor African, of the class called sonin­

kies. When young, he used to visit the towns and 
villages on the banks of the Gambia, in the neighbour­
hood of the place where he lived, for the purpose of 
playing, singing, and dancing, for the amusement of the 
othcr natives. In one of these excursions, he was cap­
tured and sold as a slave. After passing through the 
hands of several slave-merchants, he was ultimately 
purchased by Mr. A--, a respectable man of colour, 
who sold him to the captain of an American vessel, 
then in the harbour. On landing in America, it was 
soon discovered that J., though a slave, was possessed 
of a1superior mind. By his steady and upright conduct, 
he gained the confidence of his owner; and was ad­
vanced to a position in which he was enabled, after a 
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several years, to save sufficient money to purchase his 

freedom: He worked his passage back to the Gambia; 
and, having a few dollars in his possession, set up as a 

merchant. Prosperity crowned his efforts. He pur­

chased a good house, furnished it genteelly, and lived 
like a first. rate gentleman. He had several vessels, 

and can-ied on an extensive trade in the river. At the 

time I knew him, he resided within about a hundred 
yards of Mr. A--, the Vf~ry person who once sold 

him as a slave, and whom he now rivalled as a mer­
chant of the colony. The children of both parties 

attended the mission-school; and, I am happy to say, 

they lived on terms of perfect friendship and good-will, 
and would occasionally allude to the circumstances here 
narrated, with considerable humour. 

This is but a specimen of numerous cases which 
might be given of a similar character, and reminds me 

of another affecting incident, which occurred some time 
after, at M'Carthy's Island. Two liberated African 
boys, Charles and Joseph, who attended the school, on 

observing a man come one day to the Mission.house, 
with something to sell, fell upon him, and abused him 
loudly, in their native language. On being reproved, 
Charles exclaimed, " Sir, dat man been kill my moder, 

and sell me for sla".!" On further inquiry, it was 
found, that the man whose appearance had excited the 
indignation of these youths was, indeed, the very per. 
80n who, a few years before, had set their native village 
on fire, and w'agged them into slavery; that he, in his 

H 
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turn, had also been kidnapped and sold as a slave; and 
that both parties, having been liberated by the British 

cruisers, were now located on the Gambia, and thus 
brought together, in the order of Providence, within a 
few miles of the place wh~re the capture occurred. 

On Saturday, the 24th, as the tide turned in the 

morning, we came to anchor off Dog Island, with St. 
Mary's in sight, though at a considerable distance. 
Being anxious to reach home before the sabbath, I took 

the small boat, with a· couple of men, and arrived at 
Bathurst in the afternoon. During my absence, my 
dear partner had been preserved in health; the school 
and religious services had been conducted with re"oular­
ity; and our people hailed my return with feelings of 
delight. These were mercies of grateful acknowledg­
ment to our Heavenly Father, and we were led to 

exclaim, "Many, 0 Lord my God, are thy wonderful 
works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which 

are to us-ward." 
Everything appeared quite strange, for a time, on re­

turning to the abodes of civilized men. During the 
whole period of my journey, I haq not slept in a house 
of any kind, being constantly exposed by night and by 
day. The comforts of home, even in Africa, were thus 
rendered.m~re sweet and grateful by the privations I 
endured in the course of my travels in the interior; and, 
with II; thankful heart, for all the mercies of my God, I 
continued to prosecute my beloved labours, at Bathurst, 
under circumstances of much encouragement. 
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THIRD VOYAGE UP THE GAMBIA. 

Letter from Jolvn. CupUkm-TMrd embarkation for M'Carthy', 
- Second visit to Tankerwall--Sabbatk-Wild beaata- Dif!icult 
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of the work. 

DURING the second year of our missionary laboUrs 
in Africa, several interesting incidents occurred, while 
at St. Mary's, illustrative of the providence of God, the 
character of the people, and the progress of the gospel; 
but these I shall pass over for the present, and proceed 
to give a brief account of my third voyage up the Gam­
bia, and the results of our new mission at M'Carthy's 
Island, the commencement of which was narrated In 

the last chapter. 
The lively interest felt by the native converts at 

Bathurst, in the success that attended the important 
labours of John Cupidon, was truly pleasing; and 
the greatest anxiety was manifested, on the arrival of 

every vessel from M'Carthy's, to receive intelligence 
from their fellow-countryman. . Our hearts were cheer-

H2 
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ed\ from time to time, by commtmications of a favour­
able character, in. reference to the progress of the work. 

In a letter now before me, brother Cupidon writes as 
follows:-

M'Carthy'. Island, July 13th, 1832. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 
A s to my feelings and progress in the way to hea'l"en, I do 

bless the Lord for his goodness in giving me refreshing seasons 
in my heart. I know that my Redeemer liveth; and have con­
fidence towards God, that through the blood of Christ, Illy sins 
are forgi"Ven; for I am " his workmanship, created in Christ J e­
sus unto good works." May God of his infinite mercy maintain 
'his cause in this place! Praise be to him for what he has already 
'done r I have not the least doubt but he is with me in labour­
ing hI this part of bis vineyal'd. As he said to his disciples of old, 
so he says still. He promised to be with them, to confirm tbeh: 
words to the hearts of their hearers. I have 'another young man, 
joined to the society, which cheers me much. He was before, 
'Very wicked; but has now turned away from his sins, by the 
grace of God, and is calling for mercy. I was fearing, that as the 
people here get their living by working their farms, they would 
neglect the meetings in the rainy-season j but I am glad to find, 
that they are regular in their attendance, as before. The school 
is going on well. The boys and girl,s are making good improve­
ment in their reading and other exercises. According to your 
advic~, on Sunday last, I made a collection after the morning and 
evening services, which amounted to five shillings and elev~n 
pence two farthings: but I hope I shall get more on t.he return 
of another quarter, if the Lord permit. I trust, by the mighty 
working of God's Spirit, the people will be more enlightened 
and affected by the word; and then, though they ha.e not much 
money here, they will be willing to give what they can, to for­
ward th'\ gospel. I have explained to them, . that. all they give 
goes to the Mission Fund, for the support of the gospel. Please, 
Si\'; remember me to tlie society, at St. Marts; and tell them 
that the cause of God i. prospering here, . and that t.hey must not 
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cease to pray for me, that God may bless my poor labours among 
this people. Mary joins me in best respects to Mrs. Moister ~nd . 
yourself; and, sincerely praying for your health and prosperity, 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Yours affectionately, in Christ Jesus, 

To Rev. W. Moister. J ORN CUPID ON ." 

Upon this communication I need make no comment, 
as it exhibits the natural ability of the native convert 
who wrote it, the success of the work in which he was 
engaged, and the economy of Wesleyan-Methodism, 
which everywhere teaches those who have been bene­
fited by its influence, to contribute of their substance 
for the support and extension of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. This intelligence was followed, during the 
year, by other letters, equally encouraging, and which 
also excited in my mind a strong desire to witness the 
result of our humble labours, and to make further 
arrangements for the more permanent establishment of 
the work in M'Carthy's Island. In his subsequent 
communications, brother Cupidon had earnestly request­
ed me to visit him. And indeed this now appeared 
absolutely necessary, as he complained that the" work 
was getting too big for him," and stated that a number 
of persons, both adults and children, were waiting to be 
baptized; and several couples were anxious to be law­
fully married, having abandoned their former heathen­
ish practices. Under these circumstances, I made 
arrangements for leaving St. Mary's so soon as the 
pcaBon should prove favourable for travelling. 

On the morning of Friday, the 1st of Febmary, 
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~833, I went on board the brigantine" Matilda," just 
arrived from England, and bound for the Upper River, 
to take in a cargo of ma,hogany, a,nd other valuable 

wo?d, found in great abundance on the banks of the 
Gambia. This was the la,rgest vessel in which I had 
ever sailed up the river; and the acco=odations 

were, consequently, more co=odious: but she was 
not well ada,pted for this particula,r kind of inland 
na,vigation. The weather was fine, and the breeze 

fav0urable; so that we passed James's Fort, and Seka 

Point, with the first tide; and were favoured with a 
splendid view of the first and second bends in this 
magnificent river. 

The following day, the wind was unfavourable; and 
the tide being spent, we came to anchor off Tankerwall. 

I immediately w.ent on shore to converse with the 
natives; and some of the people remembered my for­
mer visit to this place, nearly two years before, and 
were glad to see me aga,in. I saw among them a 
Mahometan priest, wh0m I had known at St. Mary's; 
and we entered, at on~e, into a friendly discussion on 
the comparative mel'its of the religion of Christ, and 
that of the false prophet. He had in his possession a 
copy of the Koran, beautifully written, which he kept 
carefully folded up, and deposited in a leather bag. 
After repeatedly bowing himself to the ground, with 
apparent teverence, and uttering a few words of prayer, 
he proceeded to unfold and open the book, several 

passages of which he read \vith consider~ble fluency. 
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After allowing him to expatiate, at length, on the 
merits of his own religion, I ventured to 'speak on the 
excellency of christianity, and- particularly directed the 
attention of the priest, and the people who surrounded 
us, to its missionary charactel·. I asked them if they 
ever knew a Mahometan priest leave his country, his 
home, and his friends, to sojourn in a land of strangers, 
for the sole purpose of propagating the principles of 
his religion. This was sufficient: he had nothing to 
say in reply; and, by giving way to anger, brought 
upon himself the ridicule of his own people, who had 
manifested considerable interest in the conversation. 
After talking with the natives for some time longer, 
I went to see their gardens and provision grounds; and 
was exceedingly gratified in finding that they had 
extended the cultivation since I was here last. N um­
bers still live a life of indolence, however, and a large 
party was found, as usual, squatting under the bentang­

b'ee, in the front of the town, whiling away their time 
by talking over the news of the day. 

'When the sabbath morning dawned upon us, our 
yessel was pursuing her onward course, with a favour­
able breeze and a flowing tide. The sun arose without 
a cloud to obscure the splendour of his rays, and the 
SUlTounding scenery seemed to harmonize with the 
sacredness of the day. We came to anchor early, and 
preparations were made for divine service on board. 
The sailors assembled on the qUUlter-deck, and we felt 
it good to 'mit upon the Lord. 
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On Monday morning, the 4th, I found we had not 

made so much progress during the night as I expected, 
the wind being yery light. About noon, we met 
Captain Chawn's schooner, and I embraced the oppor­
tunity of writing to my dear wife, at St. Mary's, to 

inform her that thus far all was well. I then held a 
very interesting conversation with a native of Cower, 

in which he expressed his conviction that a missionary 
would be well received at this place. I had previously 
entertained the opinion that, if we were possessed of 

the ·mellJns of extending our labours on the Gambia, 
there were many circumstances which combined to 

rendeF this an eligible place for a Mission-station. It 
is situated half way between St. Mary's and M'Carthy's 
Island; and, as it borders both on the J olloff and Man­

dingo countries, access might be obtained from thence 
to both na:tions. The King of Salem, whose territory 
terminates here, is moreover very friendly towards the 
British government, and would be likely to favour the 
commencement of a Mission in his dominions. 

We came to anchor, off Elepha;'t Island, in the 
evening. The death-like silence that pervaded that 
desolate spot, was intelTupted only by the loud roar 
of the lion, and the fierce growl of the tiger, as 
these animals emerged from their dens to seek their 
nightly prey. As I lay in my berth, my hours of rest 
were broken by pensive thoughts of my native land, 
fi'iends, and home, which obtruded themselves upon my 
imagination; but when I called to mind the glorious 
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enterprise in which I was engaged, these melancholy 
feelings, gave place to the pleasing anticipation that 

good might be the result of my humble efforts to spread 
the knowledge of the Saviour's name. 

The wind being contrary all day on Tuesday, the 5th, 
we made but little progress. In the afternoon, we 
passed a hilly district, abounding with wild beasts of 
various kinds. I asked a native if he would procure 
me a young lion; but he shrewdly observed, that if I 
would walk up the hill with him, he would show me 
plenty; but as to the catching of them, he would 
rather leave that to me! About eight O'clock, p. m., 
we came to anchor off Cower, and I was glad to retire 
to rest, the heat having been intense during the day. 

Early on the morning of Weclnesday, the 6th, we got 
underweigh; but, when the tide turned, we came to 
anchor off the mouth of Bateda Creek, and several of 
the natives came on board to trade. From these people 
we obtained a supply of fowls, eggs, and new milk, for 
which we gave them tobacco and beads, in barter,­
money being scarcely known there. As the tide began 
to flow, about two o'clock, p. m., we weighed anchor 
again; but we had not proceeded far before the vessel 
ran aground, so that we were obliged to heave out the 
anchor, in dcep water, and warp her off as well as we 
could, which l'equired the united strength of all on 
board. 'Ve next got the masts and rigging entangled 
in the trccs which overhang the river, by which several 
ropes were carried away. Thus we expericnced the in-
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·convenience of navigating this serpentine river, in such 

a large vessel, at the season of the year when the.e is 
not much depth of water. 

Being fatigued ,vith the labour of the day, I retired 

to rest early; but found it impossible to sleep below, 
£r0m the intensity of the ·heat and the continual annoy­
ance of swarms of mosquitoes and cockroaches that 
infested the cabin. Therefore, after wrapping myself 
in my travelling cloak, I went up on deck, where I lay 
until morning, although it was very damp and un­
.comfortable. 

On Thursday, the 7th, we went on shore at Yanerna­

roo, where Mr. Riley had a mercantile establishment. 
Mr. R. was from home; but Mrs. R. who received us 
very kindly, with true Afl:ican hospitality, sent her 
people at once to milk the cows; and regaled us with 
the delicious beverage. After returning to the vessel, 
we saw a number of alligators, basking in the Sun on a 
sandbank at a short distance. As the sailors had no­
.thing else to do, they loaded a small cannon with 
cannister shot, and fired at them, when they instantly 
disappeared under the water. These creatures are very 
numerous in the Gambia; and accidents frequently 
occur when the natives venture to bathe in the river. 
Sometimes an indiyidual has lost a leg or an ann, and 
children have been taken a.wa.y entirely by the ferocious 
crocodile. They frequently measure twelve or fifteen 
feet in length; and their scales are so strong and com· 
pact, that a musket ball will scarcely make any illl-
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pression on them. Towards evening, we got under­

weigh again, and as we passed Cassan in the stillness 
of the night, in a dead cahn, nothing was heard but 

the singing of the men who were endeavouring to pull 

the vessel along, and the harsh cry of the hippopotamus, 
as it quitted the river to commit its depredations upon 

the labours of the semi-barbarous natives. 

As we ascended the river, the navigation became 
increasingly difficult for our large vessel. On Friday, 

the 8th, we were sometimes aground, and at others 

entangled in the trees, so that we made but little 
progress during the day. In the evening, we came to 
anchor off I(yeye Island.. the place from which the 

celebrated Mungo Park took his final departure for the 

interior, on his last ill-fated expedition to the Niger. 
Being apprehensive that I should not arrive at 

M'Carthy's Island before the sabbath, I arose very 

early on Saturday morning, the 9th, having resolved 
to go on shore and proceed by land. The moon shone 

brightly on the placid water, as I paced the deck of the 
vessel, considering which would be the best course to 

pursue. About six o'clock, a. m., after a hasty break­

fa.~t, we landed on Kyeye Island. I placed a basket, 
containing some refreshments, on the head of my little 

negro boy, and we followed a Mandingo who had en­
gag<,d to be our guide. The path lay directly across 
the i.laml, which appeared to be pretty well cultivated, 
and might bc about half-a-milc wide. On arriving at thc 
native village, on the other branch of the l'ivcr, where 
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we intended to cross 'over, and proceed through the 

kingdom of Kateba, we met with a canoe, ready laden, 
and just about to start direct for M'Carthy's Island. 

I gave up the idea, therefore, of going by land; and, 
for a few trifling articles, engaged a passage for myself, 
my boy, and our guide. In a few minutes, we wete 

underweigh, and gliding swiftly along, with the tide in 
our favour. Tile canoe was manned by twelve Man­
dingoes, six on either side, who cheered each other in 
their usual manner, by a native song; and to which 
they kept time with their paddles, as they propelled it 
through the water. Hearing them make use of the 

words " sering tababe," or, " w4ite minister," I asked 
my little boy what the people were singing about. He 
said, " They are singing about you, Sir." On further 

inquiry, as to the particulars of this extemporaneous 
effusion, he proceeded to inform me that, in their song, 
they said, "The canoe was a new one; it had never 
been up the river before: and that they hoped it would 
be a successful canoe, because, in its first voyage, a 
white minister was on board;" with the chorus, at the 

end of every verse, " Success to the white minister and 
the new canoe !" This little incident is illustrative of 
a common practice among those people. They seem as 
.f they could not work without a song to cheer them in 
their labour; especially, when plying their paddles on 
board a canoe. The captain, or man who steers, gen- , 
erally dictates the words: and his voice alone is heard 
until he comes , to thc chorus, when the others unite 
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with him ill the most hearty and enthusiastic manner. 

A few, however, who have been recently converted to 

the faith of the gospel, now delight in singing the 

" songs of Zion," while engaged in their daily work. 
May the happy day soon come, when this beautiful 

river shall resound with the praises of God! 

We proceeded very comfortably till we came in sight 
of M'Carthy's Island, and within about four miles of 

our dcstination, when the wind arose and caused the 

waves to dash over the gunwale of the canoe, which 
was heavily laden with salt. As it was considered un­

safe to proceed until the storm had abated, the people ' 
ran the vessel into a small bay on the northern side of 

the river, cutting away the brush-wood, and we went 

on shore. Unfortunately for me, we were landed on 
the wrong side of the river; otherwise we could soon 
have walked up to the Mission.station. I remembered 

that we had passed a sloop, at anchor, a short time 
before this accident occurred; and I resolved, if pos, 

sible, to get within hearing of her, that we might 
procure her boat, to put us across the river. With this 
object in view, after partaking of a little refreshment, 
we pursued our way down the southern bank of the 

river, over a tract of marshy land, where we beheld no 
trace of human footsteps, and where the standing grass 
was several feet higher than our heads. Mter we had 
worked our way through this, for some distance, we 
came to an open part of the country, where the dry grass 
had ,been burned down. We found it very difficult 
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to walk among the charry stubble, which stood about 

half-a-yard high, and which soon made my white dress 
anything but white. At length, we came in sight of 
the sloop, hailed the boat, crossed the river, and gave 
the boatmen the remainder of our provisions for their 
trouble. We then walked up to Fort George, where 
we anived about sun-set; much fatigued with the ex­

ercises of the day and the dreariness of the passage, 
which had occupied nine days since we left St. Mary's. 
'Ve were kindly received by John and Mary Cupidon, 
and were happy to find them usefully employed in the 
work of theiT Divine Master. Mary made us a comfort­
able cup of tea, which was truly refreshing; and I re­
tired to rest with a grateful heart for the preserving 
mercies of my heavenly Father. 

When I arose, on the morning of Sunday, the 10th, 
I feb much better; and, at ten o'clock, a. m., the peo­
ple assembled for divine worship. As I entered the 
chapel, I could not but observe the change which had 
taken place in the appearance and manners of the peo­
ple since I last addressed them. They presented them­
selves in the house of God clean and neat in their 
apparel; and <;onducted themselves with a reverence 
and propriety becoming the solemnity of the occasion. 
I preached with fi·eedom and comfort to a deeply atten­
tive congregation, after which I baptized seven adults 
and ~ixteen children. The adults had been carefully 
instructed and prepared for this sacred ordinance, by 
the native teacher; and the children were the offspring 
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of' parents who had avowed their determination to give 
themselves to the Lord. In the afternoon, I examined 
the sunday-school, which consisted chiefly of young 
men and women, and.I was delighted to observe the 
eagerness with which they were endeavouring to Plake 
out the meaning of the words of him who" spake as 
never man spake." We held another service in the 
evening, which proved to be a season of " refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord." This holy sabbath 
was, indeed, a day long to be remembered; and, had I 
not actually beheld it, I could scarcely believe that 
such a change could have taken place in so short a space 
of time, through the simple teaching of a converted 
African, for several gave pleasing evidence that a work 
of grace had commenced on their hearts; and the 
whole congregation engaged in the singing, and other 
devotional. exercises, with a life and energy, truly 

pl~ 
& Mbnday morning, the 11th, the" Matilda" having 

aui!nKlr I obtained my luggage. In the forenoon, I ex­
..m.d theoday.school, and was delighted beyond mea­
.. with the progress made by these little negro 
~ Twelve months before, they were found in 
~ barbarous state, with scarcely any cloth-
o rdlout anyone to care for their immortal 

beheld them neatly clothed, and 
~iHllll!Jii*ti,thI! 'plues ' l~f the Almighty. Several 
....... __ 1'8, m this short space of time, had 

iI .... iIIU- t' :8I1SJ" leIBOBS in the New Testament 
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Scriptures; and a few were being taught writing and 
arithmetic; thus affording a demonstrative proof that 
the untutored African possesses natural capabilities to 
receive instruction, when the ordinary means are used. 
The pleasure which I experienced, on this delightful 
occasion, more than compensated for all the toil and 

privations connected with the establishment of this 
infant mission. 

I had a long- conversation, on Tuesday, the 12th, 
with the owner of the Cataba country. This was not 
the king, but a kind of lord of the manor,-a very 
important personage. I asked him if he and the king 
would allow a missionary to settle in their country, and 
if they would sell a piece of land for a Mission-station. 
Hc said, they would gladly have a missionary to live 
anlong them, and that we might build houses; but he 
could not sell any land, as this was contrary to the 
customs of their fathers; ~nd that he held the land, 
not for himself, but for posterity. I then inquired 
if we should be allowed to quarry building stones out 
of a certain hill, to which I pointed. "As for that," 

said his sable lordship, " you may dig away the whole 
hill, if you will give me two gallons of rum !" 

On Wednesday, the 13th, the heat was very oppres­
sive, and the thermometer rose to 98° in the shade. 
There was a peculiar parching heat in the very breeze, 
as it 1 blew across the extensive sandy desert of the 
interior. In the evening, I preached and administered 
the sacrament to the native members of our infant 
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church. This was the first opportunity they had ever 
enjoyed of commemorating the dying love of their Sa­
viour. It was a solemn and projitable season. 

On Thursday, the 14th, I had the pleasure of uniting 
severnl couples in holy matrimony. They had been 
previously instructed in the things belonging to their 
peacc, and declared their dctermination to walk" in 
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blame­
less." "Vhen it is remembered, thai the natives, in 
their heathenish state, are grossly addicted to polygamy 
and concubinage, this circumstance will afford a satis­
factory evidence of the power of the gospel of Christ. 

The services of the past few days had been deeply 
interesting, and most gladly would I have prolonged 
my stay at }!'Carthy's Island, but duty called me to my 
own station, at St. Mary'S. Having accomplished the 
object of my visit, on Friday, the I.5th, I prepared for 
my return. On taking an affectionate leave of the native 
teacher and the dear people, they assembled around 
me; and while commcnding them" to God, and to the 
word of his grace," they sorrowed much at the thought, 
that they might" see my face no more:" and this, 
indeed, proved to be my last interview with this pro­
mising christian society. It was late at night before 
we got underweigh: but the tide was strong, and the 
wind was favourable, so that we made rapid progress 

·down the river. 

The next morning, we met a vessel from St. Mru-y's, 
by which I recei,·ed a parcel, containing seyeralletters 
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and periodicals. The" Magazines" and " Missionary 
Notices" were trul)C interesting. The pleasure arising 
from the perusal of th,c8e usenu publications, and the 
value of intelligence from happy England, to the mis­
sionary, can be estimated by those only who have la­

boured in far distant heathen lands. 
In descending the river, on this occasion, I was at­

tacked with a violent fever, not long after I had been 
on board, which confined me to my berth nearly the 
whole time of my passage; I was thankful to find that 
we should not be detained by many calls at the native 
towns, as severe illness, in Aft'ica, is painful under any 
circumstances; but especially so, when it occurs in 
travelling, at a distance from medical aid, removed from 
the comforts of home, and deprived of the kind hand of 
affection to m.icister to one's necessities. My poor 
little negro boy manifested much sympathy, and did all 
in his power to soothe my sorrows; but my su1ferings 
were very severe. 

On Wednesday morning, the 20th, though scarcely 
able to move, I went on deck, and beheld in the dis­
t/mce, with gratenu emotions, the white houses of 
Bathurst. The wind was contrary, and the tide had 
just turned against us. Being anxious, however, to 
reach the Mission-house as soon as possible, a small 
boat w,s manned, and I was landed at St. Mary's in 
about three hours. Though. I was in a state of great 
weakness and debility, I was thankful to find my dear 
partner well; and we united in l'endering praise unto 
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God, to whom" belong the issues from death." By the 
Divine blessing upon the means employed, my health 
was so far restored as to enable me to resume my labours 
with some degree of comfort. It must, however, be 
evident to everyone, that the repeated attacks of fever 
to which a missionary is exposed in that unhealthy 
climate, so completely prostrates his strength, as not 
only to obstruct the progress of his labours, but ulti­
mately to make a serious impression on his constitution. 

In bringing to a close this simple nanative of facts 
and incidents, connected with the establishment of our 
new mission at M'Carthy's Island, I must not omit to 
record a few further p3J1iculars, relative to the sub­
sequent progress of the work, and the remarkable 
interposition of Diyine Providence in its favour. 

Deeply inlpressed with the impol1ance and necessity 
of the appointment of an English Missionary, to reside . 
M'Cmhy's Island, I applied to the Co=ittee, in Lon­
don, very soon after my first visit to that place, and 
strongly urged them to send out a minister, without 
delay, for that important sphere of labour; but such 
were the pressing demands in other pa!1s of the ' great 
misRion field, and the depressed state of the Society's 
funds, that they could not comply with my request, 
and therefore sent me the following co=unicatioll.-

.. Lvndon, 17t1, Decamba,', 1831. 
My dear Drother, . 

W .. were thankful to henr that yon and 1\1r,. Moiste;' had re­
covered from Jom" affliction i and 1 do hope .that the worst is 
now pns:ird i and that the remaining period of your stuy at the 

I 2 
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Gambia will be marked by health and u.efulness. Dr. Townley, 
I suppose, has given you some directions about the Assistant 
l'li$sio~aries, to which 1 hope you will be able to attend; and 
when a little more cultivated, you might, I should think, employ 
them in some of those openings to which you refer. I regret to 
say, that we cannot possibly send you another Missionary, at 
present. And now, my dear brother, let me entreat you to take 
cflIre of your health, to live i~ the spirit of your worh. ... and to look 
t.o God for his promised blessing upon your exertions. 'Vith 
kind regards to Mrs. M. 

I remain, yours affectionately, 

To Rev. W. Moister. JOHN JAMES." 

From what has been already recorded, it will appear 

that I had acted upon the above suggestion. But the 

work at lVI'Carthy's Island having now become too 

weighty for a native assistant, I renewed the applica­

tion although without success. I was also apprehensive 

tliat, for want of funds, we should I;>e obliged to abandon 
our new mission entirely. During the first year of its 

existence, it had been conducted without any expense 

to the Parent Society. At an early period of my 

labours, at the Gambia, certain moneys were placed at 

my d\sposal by government, for performing the duties 
of the colonial chaplain, during his absence from the 

settlement. Being at the same time in the recei~t of 
my regular allowances as a missionary, I felt that I 

eQuld not better employ the proceeds of my extra 

laboul'J, than by devoting it to ~he extension of the 
gospel in the interior of Africa. It was from this 
source of income that I purchased the land, erected 

the buildings, and paid the salary of the assistant, at 
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M'Carthy"s Island, for the first twelve months. But 
the chaplain had now returned to the colony, and my 
allowance for performing his duties was discontinued, 
consequently, I wall considerably perplexed about the 
matter, not knowiug whether the Committee would be 

able to maintain our new mission, even on its present 
limited scale of expenditure. Under these circum­
stances, we made our case known to God, in prayer; 
and, while we were pleading in Africa, God was work­
ing by his Providence in England, and literally an­
swering our prayers in a manner we little expected. 

In the year 1832, a returned misSionary, the Rev. 
John Morgan, was stationed at Southampton: and still 
feeling a deep interest in the degraded natives of 
Afhca, especially the wandering Foulahs, who had 
more particularly attracted his attention, he made an 
appeal on their behalf to several benevolent gentlemen 
of that town, at the head of whom was the philan­
thropic Dr. Lindoe. These friends of Africa formed 
themselves into a committee; and by their personal 
contributions, and zealous efforts in collecting from 
others, they raised funds for the purpose of supporting 
a mis~ionary and two native assistants, I1t M'Carthy's 
Islaud, without any ex,pcnse to the , Parent Society. 
'When their plans were matured, thcy .made a generous 
offer to the Missionary Committee in London, of tlvree 

hundred alld fifty pounds a year for five yeru:s, iu aid of 
this object. This offer was, of course, most gratefully 
nccepted; and the Rev. Thomas Dove was soon aftcr-
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wards selected for this service, who, in company with 
the Rev. ·William Fox, appointed as my successor at 

St; Mary's, embarked for the Gambia, early in 1833. 
The first intelligence I received of this cheering and 

benevolent project, was by the following official com­
munication, from one who has since been called to his 

reward.-
" London, 18th October, 1832. 

My de",r BroVher, 
I enclose you copies of two lettrrs. from Mr. Morgan, that you 

may read them to any of your intelligent flliends, and take their 
opinion and transmit it to us, with any information touching the 
subject which you may collect. * • " • We shall look out 
for a successor, and trust you will be spared to return in health 
and peace. Watch kindly over the young men under your care, 
and Ii ye for God and eternity. 

I am, yours affectionately, 
To the Rev. fV. Moister. RICHARD WATSON." 

The effect produced on our minds, by the welcome 
information, that arrangements were thus being made 
for the extension of the good work in the interior, on 
such a liberal scale, may be better imagined than de­
scribed. The pleasing intelligence was announced to 
our people, when every countenance beamed with joy; 
and many fervent prayers were offered up to God, that 
he' would bring the new ministers and their families 

over the sea in peace and safety. 
On Tuesday, the 23rd of April, 1833, a vessel ap­

peared) off the mouth of the river; and as she approach­
ed, it was ascertained that ~he was the brig" Jack," 
from England. '\'llen riding along the beach, in the 
afternoon, I hailed the pilot-boat; and was informed 
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that " two ladies and several gentlemen were on board 
the vessel." She came to anchor before Bathurst, in 
the evening; and, on walking down to the wharf, I had 
the happiness of welcoming to the shores of Africa, 
Mr. and Mrs. Fox, and Mr. and Mrs. Dove, our mis­
sionary friends, whom we had for some time been 
expecting. They accompanied me to the Mission-house, 
and we all rejoiced together, that they had been con~ 
ducted in safety to the scene of their future labours. 
On thc following evening, I preached by an interpreter, 
from Psalm cxxvi. 3. "The Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad." In the course of 
my address, I made allusion to what God had done for 
Africa, in sending more missionaries, to which the 
people responded most devoutly. This being the first 
native service our friends had attended, they were 
much interested; and especially so with the novel 
mocle of preaching through the medium of an inter­
preter, and the effect it produced on the congregation. 

By this an-ivaI, I received the following letter from 
one of the general secretaries, which may serve to illus­
trate 4ille plan adopted for the extension of the gospel 
on th'islands and banks of the Gambia, through the 
liberality and zeal of Dr. Lindoe, and the Southampton 
committee, for the benefit of the Foulahs.-

" L01Ui<m, 30th March, 1833. 
My dear Brother, 

You will receh'e this by the Brethren Fox and Dove; Mr. Fox 
i~ sent out by the Committee, as your successor at St. Mary's; 
uull Mr. Dove is sent out to commence a 1\1ission among the 
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Faulahs. A Dl1rnbp:r of gentlemen have become so much inter­
ested in behalf of that people, that the)" have entered into an eu­
gagement to pay us an anllual sum, for the express purpose of 
supporting a .Mission among them. We have accepted their 
proposal, and have engaged to s~nd .Mr. Dove, a married mission­
ai'Y, who shall make ~l'(;arthfs Island his head quarters; and 
who shall have, under his direction. John (;upidon and Pierre 
Sallah. Government has granted six hundred acres of land, in 
furtherance of the object, on which Mr.' Doye will build a resi­
dence, and er~ct a school-hou~e. You will k.indly afford him aU 
the advice and assistance that you can. If Cupidon has a house 
fit to receive Mr. and Mrs. Deye, it might be desirable f<?r them 
both to proceed up the Gambia at once; and take Sall.h with 
flhem, or let him follow after, if judged the best. You will, of 
course, give Mr. Fox, your su'Cce~sor, all necessary instruct.iolls. 
I I.rust he will prove a faithful labourer. I hope they will fiud 
you well. Greab changes . have taken place here. 1\1 r. 'Vatson 
and }lr. James have both died:since conference j but our con· 
solation is, that" the Lord reiglleth," and will order all for 
the best. 

I am, dear Brother, yours affectionately, 
To the Rev. W. Mois·ter. J OH.N BEECHA)r." 

Our fl·iends, who had just arrived from England, 
seemed delighted with all they saw at St. Mury·s; and 
on the evening of the first sabbath, they dechu·ed, that 
it was well worth the trouble of crossing the sea to 
witness what they had beheld, during the day, in the 
sanctuary ;-alluding to the number, and dm"out ap­
pearance of the converted natin's. 

Mr. Dove proceeded to ~I'Carthy's Island soon after­
wards, ~eaving Mrs. Dove, for a time, at St. Mary'S. 
The grant of laDd by the government proved to be a 
mere nominal arrangement; and had it, been properly 
secured to the society, it would have been quite inade-
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quate for the proposed purpose of supporting a number 
of Foulahs, with their herds of cattle, Neither was it 

likely, that this wander.rng tribe would leave the main­

land, to locate themselves in a confined island in the 

river, and in a cOlmtry, where the length of the dry 
season renders an extensive range necessary for the 

support of cattle,'" The mission did not succeed as 

was expected among the Foulahs, iu consequence of 
difficulties arising fi'om this and other causes: but it 

has been rendered a great blessing to the Mandingoes 

and liberated Ml'icuns, at 1rCarthy's Island and the 

neighbouring district. 

Substantial stone-buildings were soon erected, afford­
ing accommodation for the residence of the missi{)n­

aries, a place of worship, and schools, 'as well as an 
Institution for the training of the sons of native chiefs, 

with the hope, that they might ultimately be made 

imtrumental in spreading the gospel among their dark 
benighted countrymen, Towards these erections, Dr. 

• To 8ucce-rd in the original d(>sign of collecting and settling 
thE' pastoral Foulahs of the neighbourhoo(l. with a view to their 
temporfl! and spiritual benefit, it would be necessary to secure a 
large tra.ct of country on the main-land. The most eligible 
locality appears to be the Birkama Country, which extends from 
Bruko, where a number of Foulahs gent·rally reside, nearly as 
far as De-an's Island. I ment.ion this teHitory, because at one 
time: the kin.g seemed disposed to sell it for this purpose, for a 
'trifling consideration. At present, however, there appear to be 
elc ..... indications that Dhine Pl'oyidence intends the mission, at 
!\I'Carth)". Island, for the benefit of those ,,'ho hO\'e already 
been broughl under its iufluent'e. 
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Lindoe and his friends generously contributed the noble 
sum of one tlwusand pounds. 

Through every subsequent period, I have watched 

the progress of the mission, at M'Carthy's Island, as 
reported by the society, with feelings of peculiar inter­
est; and rejoice to find, that notwithstanding the diffi­
culties arising from the climate and other causes, the 
Lord has greatly blessed the labours of his servants 
who have been appointed to that station, from time to 

time, though some have found an early grave in African 
soil . Hundreds of poor Afi-icans haye been brought 
,mder the sound of the gospel; and a part of the 

. Scriptures have been translated into the Mandingo 

language, by the Rev. R. M. M'c Brair, who 'rent out 
for that purpose. Ninety sclwla,'s are reported as re­
ceiving instruction in the mission-schools, while one 

hund"ed and fifty natives a"e united in ckw·ckfellowship. 

May the time soon come, when the improved state of 
the society'S funds will warrant an onward movement 
from this advanced post in the interior, and when the 
gospel of Christ shall extend its influence from M'Car­
thy's Island to Woolli; and thence to Sego, and Tim­
buctoo, on the banks of the Niger; that the whole of 
Central Aft'ica may be subjugated to the sway of the 
Redeemer. 



CHAPTER VI. 

RETURN TO ENGLAND. 

Progress of the Mission at St. Ma,"}'s-Soldier's Wife-Pio'u. 
Sailor- Wreck of the Norval--African Tmvcller-Rev. Mel­
'Ville B. Cox-V;'it to the Cape-Brikow-Daranka---Ba"ra 
Point-Letter from Dr. Townley-Natural H;'tory-Native 
Langu,ages-lilustrations of Scriplwre-Fa"ewell Sermon-Let­
ter from Pierre Sallah-Embarkation fo,' Englan(l--A Man 
Ooat-board I-Cape Veta. I slands- Unpleasant Incidenls­
Land a-head.-Arrival at Falmouth--Present state of the WQ1'k 
at St. Mao"}' • . 

'WHILST anxiously engaged in planting the standard 
of the cross in the more interior districts of Africa, we 
wcre not unmindful of the state of the work at St. 
Mary's, where the gospel had been preached for many 
years. The last year of our residencc there was dis­
tinguished by much of the divine presence and blessing, 
and our minds were encouraged by the evidences which 
were graciously given by the great Head of the Church, 
that our labour was" not in vain in the Lord." The 
schools under our care were generally prosperous; and 
a number of adults wcre brought to a knowledge of the 
truth, abandoned their superstitious practices, and after 
a course of instruction were received into the christian 
church by baptism. A few miscellaneous incidents also 



140 MISSIONARY MEMORIALS. 

occurred, which may be briefly noticed before we pass 
on to the consideration of other portions of the vast 

mission field. 
There is one aspect of the great missionary enterprise 

which is seldom thought of, but which is of great im­
portance; namely, the benefits which it frequently 

confers upon our own countrymen, whose lot is cast in 
foreign lands. I witnessed an affecting illlL~tration of 
the truth of this sentiment, while labouring at the 

Gambia. Soon after the co=encement of the Man­
dingo war,. I observed in the congregation, one sabbath 
morning, a white female, of respectable appearance; 
who was very much affected under the word. It was 
the last sabbath of the year, and r was preaching ii'om 
the parable of the " barren fig tree. " After the service, 
she caned art; the Missi0n-house, and introdMed herself 
as the wife of a non· commissioned officer who had 

bce~l called in, with a party of men ii'om the Island of 
Ascension, to aid in the defence of 'the colony. I 
spoke to her oil. the necessity of experimental religion, 
when she again wept bitterly; and as the tears of 
penitence flowed ii'om her eyes, she stated that she 
once knew the Lord, and had been a member of the 
Methodist Society, in Yorkshire; but, having " made , 
shipwreck of faith and a good conscience," she married 
into the army, and left her native country about four 
years since, ii'om which time she had never heard a gos­
pel se~mon tmtil that day. W'hile she sobbed as if her 
heart would break, shc excluimed, " r am the barren fig 
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tree, and desel"e to be cut down as a cumberer of the 

ground." I endeavoured to point her to the Saviour; 

and while we were engaged in fervent prayer on her 

behalf, she received a measure of consolation at the 

hand of God. I saw her opce more after this, at the 

encampment, on the field of battle; and embraced the 

opportunity of again exhorting her to look to Jesus, 
when she expressed her full determination to serve the 

Lord. 

At another time, I observed an aged white man in 
the congregation, listening with eager attention to the 

word of life, while tears of joy rolled down his furrowed 

cheeks. Immediately after the service, he came up to 

me, and expressed his gratitude for the privilege of 

being permitted once more to worship with the people 
of God. He fervently prayed that the Lord might 

bless my labours in that dark corner of the earth. This 
was a pious old sailor, belonging to one of the ships of 

war in the harbour, who had thus measured his steps 

to the sanctuary of Jehovah as soon as he was allowed 
to come on shore. 

About this time, a melancholy instance of shipwreck 

occurred on the leeward coast. The" NOl'Val," on her 
passage from England to Cape Coast, struck on a reef, 

and was dashed in pieces. The passengers and crew 
took to the boats, some of whom landed on the opposite 
shore and, it was stated, were i=ediately massacred 
by the natives; whilst the others, after being exposed 

to the most i=inent danger for three days and three 
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nights, made the Gambia, and entered the harbour 

just before one of the most terrific thunderstorms that 
I ever witnessed. Had they been detained but one 

hour, it appeared utterly impossible that any of them 
could have escaped a watery grave. The colonists 
manifested the warmest sympathy for the unfortunate 
individuals who landed at St. Mary's. Among the suf­

ferers, there we):e a lacl.y and a gentleman, who· were 
kindly received and entertained .!J.t the Government­
house. The former, thongh in a state of great exhaus­

tion when she landed, soon regained her strength and 
returned to Engl3.1ld: but the latter, notwithstanding 
the care and attention that were bestowed upon him, 

fell a victim to the injuries he had sustained; and I 
had to perform the melancholy duty of committing his 
remains to the silent tomb, in a land of strangers. 

Shortly after the termination of the war, we had a 
visit from an African traveller, Mr. Coulthurst, who had 
just arrived fFom England, in company with a youthful 
companion, intending to penetrate into the interior. 
The young man soon grew tired of Africa, and pru­
dentl y returned home by the first vessel that sailed for 
Europe, while Mr. C. resolved to proceed alone. This 
gentleman entertained peculiar views ,vith regard to the 
geography of Central Africa. From the circumstance, 
that Herodotus mentions only one gTeat river in Africa, 
he had imbibed the notion, that the Niger and the Nile 
were donnected. The Landers having discovered the 
mouths of the Niger, this traveller proposed to ascend 
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that river in a canoe, trace its conm3xion with the Nile. 
down which he intended to sail to the Mediterranean, 
and return to England with laurels such as none of his 
predecessors had ever won. Though his resources were 
limited, his expectations of success were very sanguine. 
He produced a map of Africa? on whioh he had tl'ac\ld 
the outlines of his theory; and no argument could con­
vince him of the fallacy of his reasoning. His last 
night at the Gambia was spcnt in the Mission-house; 
and finding him still determined to proceed, we com­
mended him to God in prayer, before he retired to rest. 
The next day, he took his departure for the Bight ot 
Benin, haying obtained a passage on board a man· of­
war. A few months afterwards, we heard that poor 
Mr. Coulthurst ascended one of the rivers, was taken ill 
with fever, returned to the man-of. war, and died in a 
few days, having scarcely entered upon the project he 
had 80 yainly imagined. 

We were next favoured with a visit from the Rev. 
Melville B. Cox, an Ameriean Missionary, connected 
with the" Methodist Episcopal Church," who was au 
his way to Liberia, in the" Jupiter." He remained 
with us a week or ten days, and appeared mueh de­
lighted both with the country and the mission. He 
was an intelligent, pious, and de,oted minister; pos­
sessing the heart of a genuine missionary; but he was 
of a delicate and feeble constitution, and not at all 
acbpted for the hardships of a 'lvVest African climate. 
There were also on board, a number of emigrants, 
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several of whom were pious, and came on shore once or 

twice to wor~hip with us, at St. Mary's. Our members 
felt a deep interest in this servant of Christ and his 

people; and on their departure they were followed by 

many fervent prayers for .their success. Mr. Cox was 
the first Methodist millsionary sent to Liberia. He 
was possessed of enlarged views and enthusiastic feel­

ings in reference to his M.aster's work, and talked 
familiarly of planting one mission at Sego, and another 
at Timbuctoo, on the banks of the Niger! But his 

course was soon 1'nn. He had only been in Africa a 
few months when he was called to his reward.'" "'hen 

* The Rev. M. B. Cox tbus expresses himself as to the state 
of the Mission when be visited the Gambia, and being the t.esti­
many of a stranger, it will be read with interest. "Bathurst is 
a beautiful little village on the south of the River Gambia.--It 
is a place of Gonsiderable trade, and must ultimately become one 
of great commercial interest. The cause of the Redeemer here is 
yet in its infancy; but a good foundation, I trust, is laying, 
The confidence of the natives in its excellency is eyery day in­
crea.sing, anc;l christianity evidently holds an ascendancy in tre 
place, that will justify the hope of great ultimate success.--The 
\Vesh'yan rvlission is doing well. The station is now under the 
chru;ge of the Rev. W. Moister, a devoted servant of Christ. He 
has ~ndured his two years' toil with far better health than he ex­
pected.--Several haye been added to his charge the last year, 
and he has now about eighty native communicants.---At 
M'Carthy's Island, this mission has another station, now under 
the charge of a native preacher, who promises great success to 
the church." In reference to this christian society, he says, I( It 
must of necessity, with the blessing of God, exert a mighty in­
fl~enge on ~he wilderness of Africa. The school at Bathurst far 
exceeded my expectations. Under the fostering care oj both ~r. 
and Mrs. Moister, who haTe taken a deep interest in instructing 
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the intelligence of his death reached the Gambia, we 

felt much affected, and were once more obliged to fall 

back on the inspired declaration, " Shall not the Judge 

of all the carth do right ?" 
During the last year of my residence at the Gambia, 

I visited several places on the main-land, in the neigh­

bourhood of St. Mary's, for the purpose of obtaining 
some information relative to the people and their coun" 

try, preparatory to an introduction of the gospel to 
those districts, so soon as efficient means should be pro­

vided. My attention was first directed to Cape St. 
Mary's, the most western point of land on the southern 

bank of the river. It forms an elevated promontory, 
the base of which is washed by the Atlantic Ocean. 

I Bct out for this place early one morning, accompanied 

by Charles Grant, Esq. We had a pleasant ride along 
the beach until we came to the Oyster Creek, where 
an amusing incident occurred, though it was the occa­

sion of some little inconvenience to us. On reaching 
the bank of the river we dismounted, intending that 

our horses should swim, one on either side of the canoe 

into which we entered. We proceeded very comfort-

the Bcholar8, it refutes the pitiful slander, tha( the black man, 
under similar circumstances, is inferior in intellect to the white. 
Many of them read with propriety and ea.e the English and 
J olloW, and speak the one almost as well as the other. They 
write weH, read wen, and commit admirably. Our 'Vesleyan 
brethren have shewn their wisrlom in selecting this as a pojnt of 
moral eff~rt for We.tern Africa. I rejoice that 80 powerful a 
\ever iB found here."-R6IooiM of lAs Roo. M. B. Co.x;. 

It 
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ably unW my pony seemed inclined to surpass us. Not 

wishing to check "him in his progress, I incautiously 
gave him the rein, hoping again to avail myself of his 
services on. the other side: but the sagacious little 
fellow no soonel· found himself at liberty, than he 

turned directly back, and swam to the shore we had 
just left. After making several attempts to induce him 
to cross, but without success, I sent him home by a boy 
who had accompanied us thus far, and my friend and I 

continued our journey ,with one horse, walking and 
riding alterna,tely. 

About ten o·clock, fr. m. we came to Brikow, the" 

Mandingo town near to the Cape. According to Afri­
can etiquette, we went immediately to pay our respects 
to the alcaid, whom we found sitting on a mat at the 
door of his hut, busily engaged in cutting tobacco 
leaves into fine shreds, for the purpose of drying them " 
in the sun to make into snuff', an enormous quantity of 
which he was in the habit of consuming. Fastened 
to his side, he had a snuff'-box, made of a piece of hol­
hnv bamboo cane, very befrutifully carvcd. Attached 
to the lid there was an ivory spoon, by which he con­
veyed the precious powder to his extended nostrils, 
which is the usual mode of taking snuff' in Africa. 
The old alcaid had, nevertheless, a very venerable 
appearance. He wore a long beard, which, with his 
curly locks, were as white as snow. His dress consisted 
of a pang thrown round his waist, a red woollen cap 
on his~ead, and a few gregrees hung around his neck 
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and arms. In conversation, he was very affable, and 
expressed a willingness to send the children, should a 
Mission-school be established in the neighbourhood. 
We then walked through the town, which is rather ex­
tensive. In its centre stands the mosque, built of mud 
and thatched with grass, very similar to the huts in that 
place. Near the town, we saw a latge trap for catching 
lions, leopards, tigers, hyenas, and other wild animals. 
This contrivance is very common in Africa. The trap 
is constructed on the principle of a common wire mouse­
trap, and is composed of a number of strong stakes, fix­
ed in the ground in a circular form, leaving a nan-ow 
entrance, the bait being placed inside. 'When the 
animal has once entered, it cannot escape; and the 
natives snnonud the cage in the morning, and easily 
destroy their victim with their gnus. 

About half a-mile from Brikow there is a stone build­
ing, two stories high, erected by government on the 
promontory facing the Atlantic, as a place of resort for 
convalescent officers and merchants, who need a change 
of air in the sickly season. It appears to be well 
adapted for this purpose, being situated in a beautifully 
elevated position, and commanding a fine sea view. 
At the time of my visit, however, the house was in 
a very dilapidated condition. To this place, we were 
followed by a numbcr of the natives, who supplied us 
with milk and eggs, and continued begging, as usual, 
for ewry thing they saw, though they had been well 
paid for the articlcs we pm-chased of them. 

K2 
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Having taken some refreshment, and gazed for some 
time with feelings of delight upon the vast ocean, as its 

rolli.ng billows broke on the rocky beach beneath the 
eminence on which we stood, we walked about three 

miles thr.ough the neighbouring forest, to visit the 
" hemp farm," an experimental enterprise under the 
direction of the" Gambia Agricultural Society. Em­
bosomed in the wood, we found a neat little village, 

inhabited by liberated Africans. The men were labour­
ing with some degree of success, in cultivating the 
hemp, which is an indigenous plant in that country. 
On returning to the Cape, I saw the remains of a 
plough and other agricultural implements lying in the 
grass, which had been brought there by some members 
of the" Society of Friends," who made an unsuccess­
ful attempt, some years ago, to introduce the arts of 
civilized life among these people.*" The day being far 

• This philanthropic attempt to benefit the negro race was 
made about the year 1823, by a committee of the U Society of 
Friends." William Singleton, Richard Smith, and John Thomp­
son and his wife, were sent out in company with Mrs. Kilham, 
who had previously visited Africa. In this case, as in many 
others, the great barrier to success was the climate. The two 
(emnles were the only persons who liyed to return to England; 
their companions having died !,\ few months after their arrival. 
Mrs. Kilham continued to visit the coast of Africa for several 
years afterwards; and her labours in superintending the schools, 
and other benevolent engagements, were made a great blessing 
at Sierra Leone and other places. In the kindness of her heart, 
she took under her care two Africans j-Sandanee from Goree, 
and Mahrpadee from the Gambia, whom she met in l,ondon, 
whither they had gone as common sailors. She educated these 
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spent, we set out on our return to Bathurst, re-crossed 

the Oyster Creek without much difficulty, and reached 

home about eight o'clock p. m., much interested with 

the excursion, and with an impression, that the situa­

tion of Brikow was favourable for a Mission-station, 

when circumstances would allow us to extend our lao 
bours to that neighbourhood. 

My next visit was to Daranka, situated on the south. 

ern side of the river, above St. Mary's, and in the 

territory of the king of Comba. On Monday, the 15th 

of April, 1833, at the kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. 
Goddard, Mrs. M. and I took luncheon at their resi. 

dence, in Bathurst, in company with his excellency 
Governor Rendall, and a few other friends; we then 
took a large canoe, and after a delightful sail of about 

three hours, entered the creek leading to Mr. Joiner's 

farm, where we arrived about sun-set. The scenery 

youths with the hope that they would be useful to their country­
men in imparting the knowledge they had thus acquired ; but I 
regret to say, that her hopes were frustrated by the return of 
the young men to their former superstitious customs. In the 
year Ib32, I saw Mahrnadee in the interior. ~ He had become a 
M ahometan, and was then attired in his native dress and deco­
ruted with gregrees. He retired at my approach, as if conscious 
of his ingratitude and sin: but I followed him to the bush, and 
besvught him earnestly to implore forgiveness for his past con· 
duct, and directed him afresh to the fountain opened for sin. 
~lrs . Kilham died at sea that same year, while on b er passage 
from Liberia to Sierra Leone, in the pursuit of the blessed work. 
which was so near her heart, ~hortly after she ha"d written a very 
gratifying letter to me respectillg our schoola at the Gambia, in 
whioh she took a lively interest. 
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on every hand mis truly delightful; and we were much 

amused with the sportive gambols of the monkeys, as 
they were leaping and chattering among the trees in 
every direction. Vie retired to rest in a rude habita­

tion: but sleep was quite O\lt of the question in conse­
quence of the swarms of mosquitoes which infested 
that locality. 'When at home, we defended ourselves 
in some measure from the stings of these troublesome 
insects, by having the bed furnished with a net curtain, 

which we let down and tucked in, after having fanned 
out every buzzing intruder with a towel. In the present 
instance, however, we were left without any defence; 
and were doomed to spend l!- sleepless night, being 
engaged in a constant comb3Jt with our enemies. 

vVe arose early the next morning, and took a ramble 
on the neighbouring hills, fl.·om which we had a charm­
ing prospect. We then set out for" Lwmin," a place 
about two miles fl.·om Daranka, where the Governor 
had located a number of liberated Africans; and com­
menced a brick manufactory, as an experiment. The 
path led through a grove of lofty trees, which formed a 
beautifully cool and shady walk. On ani,ing at the 
appointed place, we joined the Governor and a large 
party of friends, and took breakfast in a shady bower, 
prepared with considerable taste for the occasion. 
During the day, we inspected the brick-works; and 
were much pleased with the industry and success of 
the ' peqple in this new department of labour. In the 
afternoon, we walked about a mile to see a beautiful 
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little stream of fresh water,-a sight which we had not 

beheld during our residence in Africa, and it reminded 

us of the charming rivulets in our native land. On 

returning to Daranka, we embarked for St. Mary's, and • 

arrived there before dark, having been greatly de­

lighted with our eX(lUrsion. 

In addition to the manufacture of bricks, . the cultiva­
tion of hemp, and other industrial pursuits, incidentally 

mentioned as indicative of the progress of civilization 

at the Gambia; I may observe that experiments :have 
been made in the growth and cultivation of indigo, 

cotton, sugar, and tobacco, with some degree of success; 

and should the climate become more healthy by the 
clearing of land, these productions, with many other 

valuable articles, might soon become important items in 
the exports of a country, possessing a soil so peculiarly 

fertile. The natives manifest considerable aptitude 
in the acquirement of mechanical arts; and, by proper 

instruction, they would doubtless make rapid advance­
ment in every branch of useful knowledge. Experience 

has proved, however, that no effort for their temporal 
benefit will be of permanent advantage, without a due 
regard to the elevating truths of christianity. 

On Saturday, the 25th of May, 1833, the missionaries 

who had just arrived from England, accompanied us to 
llnrra Point, the scene of the late Mandingo war. 
Previous to our journey, we took breakfast with :Mr. 
Finden, n respectable merchant at Bathurst, and son of 
the celebrated engraver, who kindly favoured us ,vith a 
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trip across the river in his little cutter. After a 

pleasant sail of about an hour we reached the opposite 

shore. vVe rested f01' a short time, and then, leaving 

the ladies at Fort Bullon, we walked up with Mr. Fin­

den to Y assow, for the purpose of paying our respects 

to King Bruma. The ground over which we passed, 

and the trEles on either hand, bore evident marks of the 

late con test. 'Ye found the town still sUlTotmded by a 

strong stockade, through which we entered by a nar­

row door. After passing through several dirty, confined 

streets, we came to the en trance of the royal residence. 

It was a square tower built of mud, the interior of 

which was a kind of hall, having the walls ornamented 

with various figures, rudely carved and painted. I also 
observed in this room

1 
the portraits of 'Wellington and 

other men of renown. vVe then passed through a court 
yard aJ.ld entered an ordinary mud-walled hut, where 

we were introduced at Ol1ce to the king. His sable 

majesty was not seated Up011 a throne; but reclining 

upon a couch, in a state of intoxication. 'Yith the 
~sist<'l.nce of his council!0rs, he raised himself up to 

receive us with true African etiquette. He was in­

capable of much conversation; and we had not been 
long iJ;1 his presence before I saw him put his hand 

under the couch and take out an old English tea-kettle. 
This was the king's decanter, in which he kept his 

rum. He first drank from the spout himself; and then 
poured p. quantity of the" fire water" into a calabash 

aud offered it to us: but we respectfully declined the 
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favour. ",,'e were soon surrounded by a number of 

naked children, begging for rum. The calabash was 

handed to them, and they drank heartily; as if accus­

tomed to this kiud of beverage. We explained to the 

king the object of our mission to Africa, which he said 

was" yery good;" but he appeared, in reality, to care 

nothing about it. On our departure, he made us a 

present of a calabash of honey; and, in return, we gave 
him seyeral pieces of sih·er. This did not seem to 

satisfy him: he begged for every thing which he saw 

about u.,-even for a pen-knife which we had occasion 

to usc in his presence. ,~' e took our leave of the old 

king, thoroughly disgusted with African royalty, and 
deeply impressed with the moral dcgradation of those 

who hayc never been f:1Vourcd with the blessings of the 
gospeL~' On returning to :1"ort Bullon, we embarked 
for Rt. ;\lar)"s, whcre we arri,·cd before sunset; and, 

after dinner, spcnt a happy eyening with our dear 
friend ~Ir. Grunt. 

About this time, I l'eceiwd the following letter from 

the Hcv. Dr. Townley, who had l'ecently l'etired from 
tht, office of l\Iissionary Secretary; but who still felt a 
derp interest in the prosperity of thc wOl'k of God in 

foreign lands. I have pleasure in placing it on rccol'd 
not only on account of the l'elation it beal's to the 

• Soon after our arrival in England, we heard of the deatll of 
king Druma. According to the account we received of this 
evcnt, he mt't with an 1Intimely end. II is people being weary of 
his fllle, they fell upon him, and massacred him in lu8 hut, and 
hi. SOil ouccecded him a. king of Dana. 
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blessed work in which I was engaged; but also as an 

interesting relic of a dear servant of Christ, who was 
soon afterwards called to rest from his labours.-

" Ramsgate, Kent, 5th Feb. 1833. 
My dear Brother, 

When your kind present o(the shells and manuscripts arrived, 
I was suffering under a severe illness, of such a nature as to ren­
der my reco'\'ery exceedingly doubtful. A n illness evidently 
brought on by anxiety and over-exertion, having been first affect­
ed with it at the close of my Presidentship, at. the Leeds Con­
ference j but from which I had, I hoped, partially recovered. It 
is now a year since it returned with so much violence as t9 render 
it neeessary for me to relinquish active dll;ties; and at the last 
Conference I was compelled, from my. d~bilitated state, to yield 
to sit down as Supernumerary Preacher. Cont-rary to all human 
expectation, I still survive; and appear, though slowly, to con­
valesce, whilst my esteemed brethren, M(>s~rs. James and Watson, 
havE' both been called away by deabh, ~ince the Conference; be­
sides Dr.. Adam Clarke, Mr. T. St!anley, 1\'lr. Storrey, and many 
others ;-in all, seventeen. H This is the Lord's doing;" and it 
is Gause of astonishment, that whilst others, mOTe likely for life, 
are called away, I am spared. 0 that it may be for his g.lory! 

I 'hope you and M r~. Moister are both well and doing well. I 
am sincerely obl.iged to you for the shells and manusoripts. Un­
fortunately, I do not understand Arabic; and will therefore thank 
you to give me the particulars of ~heir contents; and the mal!ner 
in which they came into your possession. I am aware, that some 
of the l\1a-hometans can read Arabic, and possess t.he Psalms, as 
well as the Koran. in that lal'lguage. By whom were your manu­
scripts wribten 1 and are such manuscripbs in great repute among 
the 'People ~ T shall be obliged by any particulars you can give 
me of the character, ha.bit~, and Cll'3torns of the natiYe tribes 
ar0und you. I shall also thank you for any information relati'\"'e 
to the productions of the country j-animal, vegetable, or min­
eral: land for any remarks on the soil al1d climate. Do you 
know mucn about the colony of Liberia, and the progres& it is 
making 1f- How are Cupido)'} and Sallah getting on? Are.they 
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efficient helps~ Do the schools prosper~ How are they doing at 
Sierra Leone ~ I rejoice that your labours have not been in vain 
in the Lord. Be assured that you and Mrs. M. are not forgotten 
by us at a throne of grace. . 

With my kind love to you both, in which I am joined by my 
dear wife, 

I am, yours affectionately, 

To the Rev. W. Moister. JAMES TOWNLEY," 

I had great pleasure in forwarding to the venerable 

Doctor, such information as I could collect, on the 
various subjects in which he felt interested: but, before 

my communication reached England, he had passed 
into a world of spirits. 

In addition to the elephant, hippopotamus, crocodile, 
the lion, tiger, leopard, hyena, and different kinds of 
monkeys, we have, in Western Africa, various other 
wild animals; as the lyn:"{, wild boar, and a great va­

riety of deer and antelopes. The species of birds, from 
the gigantic ostrich to the beautiful little humming 
bil·d. is very extensive. We ha,e also large serpents, 

reptiles, and insects innumerable. The most dangerous 
are the centipede and the scorpion, the venomous sting 
of which is very painful and sometimes fatal. The 
cockroach, mosquito, sand-fly, and the ant, are trouble­
some; while the cricket and the frog are very noisy: 
but the most destructive insect, is the locust. These 
sometimes come in a cloud so dense, as partially to 
obscure the rays of the sun, and wherever they settle, 
such i8 the eagerness with which they devour e,ery 
gl'C('U thing. that, yegetation dioappears before their 
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destructiye march, and scarcity or famine is the result. 

W' estern Africa affords a fine field for the researches 

of the botanist. Trees and plants are found in great 

variety, from the mahogany and silk cotton tree, of 

which the natives make. their canoes, to the finest 

specimens of flowers, grass, and moss. In eyery direc­

tion, nature may be seen in the wildest and richest 

luxuriance. But one of the most Femarkable sights, is 

that of oysters growing on trees! Let not the reader 

be incredulous; but wait a moment for an explanation. 

In the absence of rocks, the young oysters adhere to 

the branches and roots of the mangroye tree, at high 

water, and are nourished by the ri"ing of the tide, from 
day to day,. until sufficiently grown, when the natiyes 

go with their canoes and cutlasses, and cut off the 

branches, covered with oysters, in which state they 

expose them for sale in the mal·ket. 

The most interesting object of contemplation, how­

ever, to the missi0nary and the philanthropist, is man. 
In Western Africa we see him sunk to the lowest 

depths of moral degradation; and yet it has been clearly 

proved, that he is capable of being elevated by the 

r.egcnerating power of the gospel. The limits pre­
scribed to this volume do€s n0t admit of a lengthened 
discussion on the respective theories which have been 

advanced, in reference to the origin and affinity of the 
yari0us native tribes. No one who believes in the 

truth! of the Bible, can entertain a doubt of the unity of 

the hnman raQe; and it is there distinctly said, that 
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" God hath made of one blood all nations of men to 
dwell on the face of the earth." It is generally admit­
ted, that the negro race, in all its varieties, originally 
descended from Ham, the second son of Noah, though 
now found in separate tribes and speaking different 
languages. The following specimen of the dialeots ()f 
three of the principal tribes inhabiting the banks of the 
Gambia, may be interesting to the reader.-

E1IgZuh. JollojJ. };landingo. Foulah. 

One, Ben, Kil-ing, Go. 
Two, Ni-ar, Fu-la, Di-da. 
Three Ni-at, Sa-bi, Tut. 
Four Ni-an-at, Na-ni, No-i. 
Fille, Dur-rom, Lu-Iu, Je-i. 
Six, Dur-rom-ben, lio-ru, Je-ga. 
Seven. Dur-rom-ui-ar, Vo-ru -Ia, Je-dl. 
Eight, Dur-rom -ni-at, Se-i, Je-tut. 
Nine, Dur-rom-ni-an-at, KO-llun-to, Je-na-i. 
Ten, }'uk, Tong, Sap-o. 

In Africa, as in all eastern countries, we meet with 
striking illustrations of scripture. Our Saviour's charge 
against the hypocritical pharisees of his time, for the 
ostentatious display of their religion in loving" to pray 
standing in the synagogucs, and in the comers of the 
streets, that they might be secn of men," (Matt. vi. 5.) 
will apply with equal force to the Mahometans of the 
Gambia; and I have frequently beheld them when 
thus publicly engaged in their devotions. If a man 
happens to be carrying a lond in the evening, and 
obscn'cs the setting sun as it descends bencath the 
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western horizon, he insta.ntly drops his burden, pros­
trates himself upon the ground, and begins counting 
his beads and repeating his Arabic prayers. ' In their 

prostrations they repeatedly touch the ground with 
their foreheads, and appear to regard it as essential 
that their faces shotrld bear evident marks of devotion 
when they rise from the ground. I remember, on one 
occasion, there were several Mahometans on board the 
vessel in which I was sailing up the river; and when 
the hour of their evening devotion arrived, I observed 
them take some soil, which they had brought for the 
purpose, and spread it before them previous to their 
prostrations, that their foreheads might be smeared 
with dirt, as when on shore! 

They also make a practice of wearing about their 
persons, and suspending in their houses, scraps of 
writing from the Koran, illustrative of Deut. vi. 8, 9. 
These they regard with superstitious reverence, using 
them as charms, .to ward aside all evil, and to secure all 
good. The ordeal of red, or bitter water, is also prac­
tised by the Africans, for the avowed purpose of detect­
ing crune, as mentioned Numb. v. 27; and many a poor 
creature has been doomed to die by poison, though 
pelfectly innocent. The writing table, or tablet, men­
tioned Luke i. 63., is ill'ustrated by the oblong board, 
about as large as a common school-boy's slate, on 
which the ma..aboos write, with an iron style or a reed 
pen, :as the case may be. On reading Matt. ix. 6. where 
Jesus says. to the sick of the palsy, " Arise, take up thy 
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bed and walk," a person accustomed only to European 
habits may feel at a loss to understand how this could 
be: but, in Mrica, we frequently see a native reclining 
upon a mat, made of plaited bamboo cane; and when 
he arises, he roIls it up like a sheet of paper, puts it 
\lllder his arm, and walks away! These, with many 
other portions of the sacred records, are placed in a 
eJear light by the peculiar habits of this singular people. 

About two months after the arrival of the mission­
aries who were appointed to relieve me, a favourable 
epporfmlity presented itself for our return to England; 
and we- prepared for our departure. Though very weak 
and debilitated, owing to the influence of the climate, 
we: were thankful to our heavenly Father that we had 
beeD 1Ip&I'ed, while so many had previously fallen. On 
'l.'ueIcIar evening, the 18th of June, 1833, I preached 
1W 1Ih" Jaat time at Bathurst, to a crowded and deeply 
~gation. Several wept aloud, and it was 
WIl!I1IBI"~diIIiculty that I continued the exercises. At 
tlIIIatfI- ur the semce, the people crowded around 

1rouIe, and seemed unwilling to leave us 
~d them, that several days would elapse 

btIj ........... 1IUr~e, in the course of which 
.,.1JM .... _t.~opl)I!IJitw:dty of seeing us again. TIl&. 
......... bylt4JIF:.aar stay at the Gambia, were 
......... ifJa·:p;i118 and receiving farewell visits ; 11;::::::::-: their a1i'ectiOD by bringing 
~ tmd provisions, for oar use 
.1II~.";.;8I:ld..IIGDUl who had received in. 
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struction in the Ylission-school, tried their skill at 

writing farewell addresses. The following specimen is 
from the pen of poor Sallah.-

" St. Mary's, June 20th, 1833. 
Rey, and dear Sir, 

I cannot let thi~ opportunity pass, without addressing to you 
these few lines. bp.camle T art very glad to tell you what the Lord 
has done for me since you buy my freedom. The Lord has done 
great things for me. He delivered me from trouble, and brought 
me among his people; and they taught me to read and write, for 
which I am thankful. I know that Jesus Christ died for me, 
and that he has saved me from my sins; I feel that [ love him; 
and I rejoice to do his will. J look only to the Lord God of 
Elijah, the God of A braham, Isaac, and Jacob, and )loses. I 
shall ne,?er forget your kindness to me, and I hope the Lord will 
pay you. May the Lord hless the Missionary Society, and all 
preachers of the Gospel. May the Lord go with you, and may 
we all meet in heaven, where we shall part no more for ever. 

I am your humble servant in the Gospel, 
To Rev. l-V. },foiste-r. PIERRE SALLAH." 

On Saturday, June the 2Znd, we embarked for Eng­
land by the brigantine" Columbine," Captain Pilcher. 
Many of our dear people accompanied us to the beach, 
and wept bitterly at the thought that they would pro­
bably see us no more in this world. We commended 
them to God in prayer, and reluctantly took our leave 
of a place and a people that willliye in our affectionate 
remembrance until the day of our death; not only as 
this was the first scene of our missionary labours, but 
also on account of the marked kindness we received 
from) all classes of the community, and specially from 

those who had received spiritual good through our 
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humble instrumentality. We were accompanied down, 
the river by Mr. and Mrs. Dove, and other friends, who 

kindly remained with us as long as they could, and then 

l'eturned to St. Mary's in Mr. Brown's little schooner, 

'which was in attendance: but we kept on our course, 
in the" Columbine," towards our native land. 

Our passage home was peculiarly eventful; and ·we 
saw, in many instances, the hand of Providence clearly 

displayed. After we had been at sea about a week, 
while seated in the cabin one evecing, conversing with 

the captain, we heard the startling cry of, " A man 
over-board!" Instantly, we ran up on the deck, and 

fOlmd that Mr. Orme, the chief mate, while in the act 
of hooking on the" boom guy," had lost his hold of the 

rope, and fallen into the sea. The wind was blowing 
fresh at the time; and we could just see the poor man 

astern, struggling in th!" water. Having no boat or life 
buoy available, we threw out two or three hen-coops, 
that he might cling to one of them until further as­
sistance could be afforded. In the meantime, ilie helm 

was put" hard down," and the vessel" went about." 
A noble-minded sailor, an Irishman, volunteered to 
jump into the sea to rescue the dying man. We tied a 

rope round his waist, and he i=ediately pluuged into 
tho wat~r. Though it was very rough, he sucoeeded in 
reaohing tlle poor sufferer before he finally sunk. We 
then drew them both in together: but I regret to say, 
that ilic poor mate had breathed his last, and all the 

efforts we could make to restore aninlation were in-

L 

( 
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effectual. He had been previously suffering from an 
attack of African fever, consequently, he was in a state 

of weakness and debility when this accident occurred. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that it resulted in his 
death. During the day, I had been conversing with ' 
Mr. Orme, on the subject o(religion; and his sudden 

removal from us, deeply impressed my mind with the 
importance of embracing every opportunity of speaking 
a word for Ohrist, for " in such an hour as we think 
not, the son of man cometh." 

Then followed the solemn spectacle of a funeral at 
sea. The remains of our departed friend were wrapped 
in his hammock, with a heavy weight attached, so that 
the body might sink below the reach of the sharks, 
which were already pursuing our track. The corpse 
was then placed upon a plank, partly projecting over 
the bulwarks of the vessel. It 'Yas the gloomy hour of 
midnight; and a death-like stillness prevailed! N 0-

thing was to be heard but the ripple of the water 
against the side.of the ship, and the half suppressed 
sobs and sighs of the hardy sailors, who stood in a 
circle, hat-in· hand, while I read the solemn service 
appointed for the occasion, by the pale light of a lan­
tern. While reading the words, " We therefore com­
mit his body to the deep," &c.,one end of the plank 
was elevated, and the corpse gently descended into the 
water, to be seen no more until the morning of the 
resulTe9tion. A few words of exhortation closed this 
deeply impressive and religious service. 
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As we proceeded on our course, we had a fine view 
of several of the Cape Verde Islands; and we were 

favoured with tolerably fine weather, though the wind 
was rather against us. VI{ e also suffered some inconye­

nience from the want of hands, as several of the sailors 
were still confined to thcir berths, from the effects of 

thc African fever. As soon as we got out to sea, I 
fOtUld my own health improve so rapidly, that I was 

able to take the helm, when the ship was to be " put 
about;" and, in some degree, to assist the captain, in 

his trying ci.rcumstances. 
'Vhen we had been at sea about three weeks, it was 

discovered that we had a, very scanty supply of fire­
wood on board; and. we had serious apprehensions that 
wc should soon be without the means of cooking our 

food. Whilst discussing this unpleasant subject, we 
saw, at a distance, a lui'gc log of timber, floating on the 
water. We steered towards it, got ready the tackle, 
hoisted it on board, and were thus supplied with an 
ample stock of fire-wood during the remaining part of 
our voyage. The infidel might regard this circum­

tance as matter of mere chance: but we considered it 
I 

as a distinct interposition of Divine Providence on our 
behalf. Adhering to the wood, there were thousands 
of bornacle shells, which afForded us the agreeable 
and interesting employment of cleaning and arranging 
for our friends. 

The next adventure, was the helmsman asleep at his 
post, the "ship-a-back," and the wheel dashed in 

L 2 
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pieces, which required our united skill and labour for 
several hours, to put in repair, during which time, we 

were placed in some jeopardy. 
A most alarming incident occUlTed a1so, on the 31st 

of July. At midnight, we were awakened by the cry of, 
" The ship sprung a leak!" We arose from our berths, 
and were informed by the captain, that the vessel had 

already five and a half feet of water in her hold; and 
that, in consequence of the p11mpS being choked up, 
there was little hope of saving her. The excitement 
that prevailed on board is indescribable. The captain 
was greatly alarmed, having a valuable ·cargo on board; 
consisting of gold, ivory, bees-wax, and gum arabic, 
besides two lions, a crocodile, crown birds, and other 
natUl·al curiosities. The sick men crawled from their 
hammocks; and all hands came on deck. Amidst the 
general commotion, some were heard crying to God for 
mercy. The long boat was got ready; and we put on 
our ;warmest clothing, that we might be prepared to 

leruve the vessel and pass the night on the open sea. 
But, to our inexpressible joy, the sailors succeeded in 
removing the obstruction £i·om the bottom of the pumps, 
soon discharged the water from the hold of the vessel, 
and we proceeded ·on our course as before. 

On the whole, our passage to England was somewhat 
~h:eary, rather than perilous. The little incidents just 
mentioned, with many others of trifling consequence, 
excited us only for the moment. Captain Pilcher was 
·kind and attentive; and we enjoyed the opportunities 
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afforded for com'ersation and reading. As we had 

either light winds or calms. nearly all the time, our 
progress was ,ery slow; and having lost a consider­

able part of our poultry, in attempting to save the poor 
mate, we therefore began to feel the want of fresh pro­

-visions. When we had been at sea about SLX weeks, 
and were approaching the mouth of the English Chan­

nel, we fell in with several ships, one of which supplied 
us with a bucket of potatoes and two or three fowls, for 

which we were very grateful. 
On the morning of Monday, the 12th of August, we 

heard the chem'ing sound of, "Land a-head!" We 
instantly came on deck, and beheld, with feelings of 

gratitude and joy, the distant blue mountains of happy 
England. On the following day, a pilot came along­
side; and, as the wind was contrary, and our provisions 
were nearly exhausted, I engaged a passage for myself 

and Mrs. Moister to the shore, and we took our leave of 
the" Columbine."" We were tossed about all night, 

• The subsequent history of this little vessel is one of mourn­
ful interest. She continued to trade to Africa for a few years; 
till, on the 27th of November, 1838, when on her way down 
the Channel, bound for the Gambia, she encountered a terrific 
gale of wind, off Portland Bill. The gale continued during the 
nighl; and, on the following morning. the " Columbine" was 
IH'en llraring the shore on Portland beach. The man at the helm, 
it is supposed, was forccu from it by the violence of the wind, in 
con seq uenee of which, the vessel swung round; and, being 
caught between two tremendous seas, she was dashed in pieces, 
and (',"ery person on board perished. Among the passengers, were 
the Rev. ,Mr. and :Mrs. Peard, a 'Vesleyan Missiona.ryand his 
wifE', appointed to 8t. Mary'S, who were thus called to a" better 
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in the pilot-boat ; and, on vVednesday morning, the 
14th, we entered the harbour, at Falmouth. Never 

shall we forget the cheering sight which now greeted 
our eyes, so long accustomed to gaze on the dreary 
wilds of Africa, and on the mighty ocean. The fields 
were waving with corn, and the whole face of nature 
wore a slIliling aspect. ,Vith feellllgs of gratitude to 

our Heavenly Father for his p~eserving goodness, we 
once more set our feet on the shores of our dea.r native 
land, and received a cordial welcome from the Rev. 
George Taylor, the resident minister at Falmouth. 

During the years which have elapsed since my de­
parture from Africa, I have observed the progress of 
the Mission, at St. Mary'S, with feelings of deep interest. 
It afforded me tlle greatest pleaslU'e therefore to hear, 
that through the zealous efforts of the Rey. Messrs. 

country," .by this mysterious dispensation of Divine Providence. 
Their bodies having been washed on shore and identified, Dr. 
Alder went d'Own and improved the solemn eYent, by an impres. 
sive sermon j and their remains were interred in the burial-ground 
connected with the Wesleyan chapel, at Portland, where a neat 
stone, with an inscription, \{ as erected to the-ir memory by the 
members of society at that place. ",Yhen all a visit to Portland, 
on the 23rd of October, 1839, to attend a missionary meeting, I 
bad the melancholy pleasure of viewing the scene of this ~ad 
disa.ster, and of reading the inscription on the grave-stone of the 
deaor. Missionary and his part.ner. On making an allusion to the 
circumsta1nce in my address, and stating that I had sailed for 
thousands of miles in thSlt same U Columbine," the people were 
much affected, and khldly presented me with a ~mall cedar box, 
as a memento, which I highly prize, made from the wreck of that 
ill·fated vessel. 
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Fox, Wilkinson, Parsonson, Badger, and others, a new 

chapel was erected, that would seat about five hundred 

persons, which has since required enlargement; and 

that the good work wall extended to the opposite side 
of the river. We have now, at St. Mary's and Barra 

Point, in addition to M'Carthy's Island, (the particulars 

of which have been already given,) two chapels, three 
missionaries, one hundred and forty-two church-members, 

and two hund"ed and twenty-two scholars in the mission. 
schools; while jive hund"ed natives are reported as at. 

tending the ministry of the missionaries. For this suc-­

cess I feel truly thankful to the great Head of the 
Church, as well as for the many personal and domestic 

mercies received at the hand of God, during our resi. 
dence in Western Africa. On a review of th~ whole, I 

can sing with the poet,-

When all thy mercies, 0 my God, 
My rising soul surveys, 

Transported with the view, I'm lost 
In wonder, love, and praise. 

Through every period of my life 
Thy goodness I'll pursue; 

And after death, in distant worlds, 
The pleasing theme renew. 

Through all eternity, to thee 
A grateful song I'll raise; 

But, 0, eternity's too short 
To utter all thy praise! 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE COLONY OF DEMERARA. 

The West Indies-Spiritual destitution-Dr. Coke's Musion-­
Blessed results-Embadw.tion for DemerarClr-Detention at the 
Isle of Wight--- V01jage-A'I7'ivaIc-First Sabbatlv---Aspect oftlte 
Counlr1j-Soil--Staple Produce-Climate- Towns and Villages 
- Character of th,e Inhabitants-Slave'''1j-Missions-George 
Town- Abram's Zuil-- Victoria -Mahica--MusWnar1j Tour. 

THE se:ond mission of the writer, was to the West 
Indies; a part of the world that will ever be regarded 
with feelings of peculiar interest by the philanthropist, 
and of which a few brief notices may now be gi,en, 
preparatory to a more particular account of the colonies 
where he was app0inted to labour, and of the plans 
adopted to promote the welfare of the s!Lble sons of 
Ham, in these the lands of their exile. 

The VV' est India Islands a,re situated in that part of 
the Atlantic Ocean which forms itself into a deep and 
extensive bay, between the vast continents of North 
and South America. They were discovered, at differ­
ent times, by the enterprising Columbus, towards the 
close of the fifteenth century; and were found to be 
inhabited by savage tribes of Indians, evidently of 
different descent. These unfortunate aborigines, called 
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Caribs, were too independent and indolent to submit to 
slavery, which the cruel Spaniards would have imposed 
upon them. By degrees, they were almost entirely 
extirpated, and their places supplied by poor negro 
slaves, who had been torn away from their native 
homes in Africa, and doomed to a life of toil and bond­
age. By the fortunes of war, and other changes, the 
Archipelago of the west has fallen into the hands of 
various European powers. At the present time, the 
English colonies are,-Dememra, Trinidad, Tobago, 
Grenada, St. Vincent, Barbadoes, St. Lucia, Dominica, 
Montserrat, Antigua, Nevis, St. Kitts, Anguilla, Tor­
tala, Jamaica, and the Bahamas. The French Islands 
&re,-Martinique, Guadaloupe, Marie-galante, and St. 
Martin, in part. The Spanish colonies are,- Cuba, and 
Porto Rico. The Dutch have,-St. Eustatius, Saba, 
and St. Martin, in part. There are, belonging to the 
Danes,-8t. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix: and the 
Swedes claim St. Bartholomew; while Hayti has be­
come a republie of free blacks, who cast off the Spanish 
yoke in the year 1801. 

The Bcenery of these Islands is gcnerally grand and 
romantie, and nature has layishcd upon them her rich­
est stores: but the moral condition of the inhabitants, 
towards the close of the seventeenth century, when they 
fint exCiited the attention of the friends of Missions, 
presented a picture of unmingled gloom. The poor 
1legt'0e8 were frequently regarded, by their unfeeling 
JQIItarB, as mere beasts of burden. The only time 
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allowed them for their own work, and for attending the 
market, was the sabbath-day; and lawful matrimonial 

connexions were almost unknown. True religion, even 
in its outward forms, was scarcely thought of. The 
Africans had brought with them, across the Atlantic, a 
strange mL'"{ture of pagan idolatry and Mahometan su­
perstition, which, together with the debasing influence 

of slavery, had reduced them to the lowest point of 
moral degradation. We regret to be obliged to add, 
that many of our countrymen were found deeply de­
moralized; and that, in too many instances, they ex­

hibited an example to their people, in every respect 
dishonour able to the christian name. At the early 

period to which we allude, the means of religious in­
struction were very sca.rce. Some of the islands had 

no religious instruction of any kind; and in others, one 
solitary clergyman was appointed to attend to the 
whites, while the poor blacks were left totally un­
provided for. 

Such was the spiritual destitution of the 'West Indies 
when, by the particular interposition of Divine Provi­
dence, missionaries of the cross . were brought to the 
shores of these beautiful Islands, in a manner which no 
one could have anticipated. Towards the close of the 
year 1786, the Rev. Dr. Coke, the founder of 'Wesleyan 
Missions, embarked on his second voyage to America; 
accompanied by the Rev. Messrs. ~Tarrener, Hammet, 
and Clarke; three devoted missionaries. ~'hen they 
had been at sea for some tjme, they encountered a se-
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vere stonn, in which the vessel" sprung a leak;" and 

such was their perilous condition, that they abandoned 

all hope of reaching their destined port, and directed 
their course to the West Indies. They reached Antigua 

on Christmas-day, and immediately landed in the town 

of St. John, truly thankful to God for his preserving 

mercies. The gospel had previously been preached in 

this Island by Nathaniel Gilbert, Esq., and Mr. John 

Baxter, both of whom were brought to God among the 

\Vesleyans in England; thus the way had been pre­
pared for the unexpected arrival of those minist.;rs of 

Christ. On walking up the street, the strangers met 

Mr. Baxter on his way to the chapel to preach to the 

poor negroes. The mutual joy at this meeting may be 
better imagined than described. After taking some 

refreshment, they went to the chapel together; and Dr. 
Coke opened his commission by preaching the gospel 

to a deeply attentive congregation, after which he ad­
ministered the sacrament of the Lord's supper. 

Impressed with the conviction, that the hand of God 

was beckoning them forward, to enter upon these new 

and unexpected scenes of labour, the zealous Doctor 
resolved to leave Mr. Wan-cner to earry on the work in 
Antigua, and to embrace such openings in the neigh­

bouring I.hmds as might present themseh-es. In this 
good work, he was soon joined by Mr. Baxter, who 
relinquished his seeular calling, and de"l"oted himself 
entirely to the blessed employment of preaching the 

gospel. God himself prepared the way for the pro-
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clamation of his truth in othea' colonies, aclclitional mis­
sionaries were sent out, and the result was a large in­
gathering of precious souls to the fold of Christ,- a 

measure of prosperity which has not been stu'passed, 
and scarcely paralleled in the history of modern mis­
sions. 'I1he way was thus prepared for the glorious eman­
cipation of the poor slaves; and, not to mention the 
thousands who have safely passed into the eternal world, 
we have now throughout the 'West Indies, eighty-six 

missiona?·ies, one hund"ed and ninety-seven clwpels, fif­

teen thousand three hund"ed and fifty-nine scholars in 
the mission-schools, and fifty -two thousand and eighty­

six members, united in chtu'ch fellowship with us. 
Again we may exclaim, " Behold, what hat1\. God 
wrought !" 

Every step in the progress of a work so glorious in 
its results, must be contemplated with feelings of lively 
interest and deyout gratitude, by the friends of mis­
sions; and it is with a view to cherifrh such feelings, 
and to fan the flame of holy zeal in the cause of Christ, 
where it has been enkindled, that the following speci­
mens of missionary labotu', in these interesting coun­
tries, are now placed upon record. 

I had been just three months in EngIUl)d, and had 
scarcely reco,ered from the effects of my mission to 
Africa., when I was requested, by the" "iVesleyan Mis­
sionary Committee," to go out to the "iVest Indies. The 
Act for the emancipation of the poor slaves had just 
passed both houses of the British Parliament, and the 
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Society was making arrangements to send out eighteen 

additional missionaries, with a view to prepare the peo­
ple more fully to receive the hem-enly boon of freedom, 

and also with the hope of extending its operations in 

that part of the world. Though we were comfortably 
settled in the home work, and surrounded by many 

kind friends, a call so imperative and pressing, did not 
require much deliberation. I remembered the reply of 

the AU'ican traveller, Ledyard. ·When his patron in­

quired at what time he would be ready to start, he 
nobly answered, "To-morrow, Sir!" As a christian 

missionary, and in a matter of far greater importance, I 
felt that I could not be less prompt. Therefore, after 

consulting my dear wife on the subject, and making it a 
matter of prayer and meditation during the day, I wrote 

to say, by return of post, that" we were ready, at any 

time, to embark for the West Indies, or any other part 

of the world to which the Committee might think pro­
per to appoint us ." Accordingly, we were requested 
to proceed to London, there to await the departure of a 
vessel for our new scene of missionary labOlu·. 

Demerara was named as the place of our des.tination ; 
and, on Thursday the 16th of January, 1834, we em­
barked for that colony, in the ship" Underwood," com­
manded by Captain ·Wood. We were accompanied on 

board by the Rev. Dr. Beecham, and other friends, who 
soou left us, as they had to return to London by the 
&tt'amcr from Graycsend. Then came the pain of part­

ing: but our confidence was in God, and we fouud his 
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grace to be sufficient for us in every time of trial. In 

proceeding on our voyage, we met with adverse winds; 

and, after being detained more than two weeks in the 

Downs and in the Channel, we were obliged to put into 

Portsmouth for shelter. We came to anchor, on the 

Mother Bank, on Saturday, the 1st of February, with 
the beautiful town of Ryde, in the Isle of 'Wight, full 

in our view. About ten o'clock, a. m., we went on 

shore, and were delighted to meet with six missionaries; 

the Rev. Messrs. Pilcher, Cheesborough, Gordon, Came­

ron, Osbome, and Nun; who were bound for Antigua, 

by the" Glaphi.J:a," which had been detained there by 

contra.ry winds for several weeks. The friends in Ryde 

received and entertained us most cOl'dially; and the 

kindness and hospitality of Messrs. Woods, Vvedgwood, 

and Wheeler, and their families especially, will never 

be forgotten. Little did I then think, that four of the 

above-named honoured missionaries would so soon after­

wards be called to their etemal reward! But so it was. 

The ways of God are a great deep which we cannot 

fathom! And still less did I think, at the time alluded 
to, that we should be spared to return to our own dear 

native country, and have the pleasure of labouring in 
this same beautiful Isle of Wight where I now write, 

and commit to the press, these humble records of my 
missionary labours! ,On reviewing the past, I feel con­

strained to acknowledge, with adoring gratitude, the 

watchful care and preserving goodness of our Heavenly 

Father, so mercifully extended towards us. 
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On Sunday morning, the 2nd, at seven o'clock, I at­

tended an excellent prayer-meeting, in the chapel at 

Ryde; and immediately after breakfast, we were all 
summoned on board the vessels, the wind having be­

come fair. ·We weighed anchor, and proceeded as far 

as the Needles, when the wind veered round, and we 
were obliged to return. We came to anohor again on 

the Mother Bank, about six in the evening, having 
spent an tmcomfortable sabbath in thus attempting to 
get out to sea. The following morning, we went on 

shore again; and the friends in Ryde hailed our return 

with every expression of joy: for, during the stay of 
the missionaries at this place, many delightful meetings 

were held, the Holy Spirit was poured out, and much 
good was done through their instrumentality. 'Ve 
now resumed our meetings, and the chapel was crowded 

with attentive congregations. On Wednesday night, 
I preached from Daniel vii. 18., and we had a most 

dclightful prayer-meeting afterwards. On Thursday 
evening, we took tea with the Rev. Messrs. Phillippo 
and Coultart, (Baptist Missionaries, bound for Jamaica) 
at the residence of the late Rev. T. S. Guyer; and, on 

Saturday, the 8th, the wind being favourable, we took 
leave of our dear friends at Ryde, and proceeded on our 
voyage to the VIr est Indies. 

'Ve had a fair wind for two or three days, in sailing 
down the Channel: but we had scarcely taken our last 
look at dear England, when we encountered a heavy 
gale und adverse winds, which continued nearly a week. 
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Having crossed the Bay of Biscay, the wind was more 
favourable; and, as Captain W· ood was exceedingly 

kind and attentive, we had very little either to impede 
our progress or to disturb our happiness throughout the 
remaining part of our voyage. Nothing remarkable 
occurred until the evening· of Wednesday, the 19th, 
when ,,·e were alarmed by the cry of, "Fire in the 

hold! " We hastened on deck, and saw the smoke as­
cending near the hatch-way: but the fire proved to be 
in the long boat; aud not, as it was supposed at first, 
in the hold of the ship. The danger to which we were 

thus exposed, was occasioned either by some muriatic 
acid, or the oil of vitriol, having burst the bottle, and 
ignited the straw in which it was packed. We suc­
ceeded in emptying the contents of the long-boat into 
the sea, before the fire had spread; and we were safe. 
We could not but recognize the hand of Providence in 
this timely warning; as the consequences must have 
been serious, if the fire had not been discovered until 
a few hours later. 

We soon entered the tropics, and found ourselves 
within the influence of the trade winds. Sailing now 
became very pleasant, though the heat was somewhat 
oppressi,e. On Tuesday morning, the 11th· of March, 
finding the water muddy, we sounded, and got twenty­
four fathems; and in the afternoon, we made the con­
tinent of South America. Soon afterwards, a pilot came 
along -side, and pronounced us fifteen miles to the wind­
ward of Bel·bice. We came to anchor for the night: 
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but we proceeded the next morning, with the coast 
clearly in view. We could occasionally distinguish the 
buildings on the estates, and see the smoke as it as­
cended from the boiling-houses connected with the 
sugar-works. About three o'clock in the afternoon, we 
entered the Demerara river, and came to anchor before 
George Town, of which we had but an imperfect view, 
as it is situated on low ground, and lies embowered in 
the foliage of beautiful and gigantic trees. We went 
on shore immediately; and met with a kind and hearty 
rcception from myoId friends, the Rev. John Mortier 
and his amiable wife, as well as from the Rev. Richard 
IIornabrook, and a number of dear people who had 
heard of our arrival, and were assembled to welcome us 
to their country. On walking over to Kingston, the place 
appointed for our residence, we found another party 
of pious natives waiting to congratulate us. They re­
joiced over us with exceeding joy; and assured us that 
thcy had been instant in prayer, that we might be 
brought to them in peace and safety. After partaking 
of a comfortable cup of tea which they had provided for 
us, amI uniting in prayer and thanksgiving at a throne 
of grace, we retired to rest, under a grateful sense of 
the divinc goodness, in safely conducting us across the 
mighty deep, to the scene of our future labours. 

The following sabbath was a high day. I opened my 
commission by pl'eaching in Kingston chapel, morning 
and evening, to large and attentive congregations. The 
app~arance of the people was truly stl'iking; and ex-

lI1 
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hibited, at once, the elevating influence of the gospel. 
The audience consisted almost entirely of slaves, and 

free people of colour: yet they were neatly clothed, 
and devout in their manners; and ,engaged in the WOO"­

snip of God, with a fervour that was truly cheering to 

liehold. As I entered the chapel in the morning, on 
my first appe3Jrance among them, of their own accord, 
they sang the following beautiful 

WELCOME HYMN. 

Welcome! welcome! blessed servant, 
.M essenger of J eau's gr~ce! 

0, how beautiful the feet of 
Him that brings good news of peace, 

Welcome, herald! welcome, herald! 
Priest of God,-thy people's joy! 

Sa"dour, bless his message to us; 
Give us hearts to hear the sound 

Of redemption, dearly purcbased, 
By thy death and precious wounds. 

0, reveal it! 0, reveal it! 
To our poor .. nd helpless souls. 

Give reward of grace and glory 
To, thy fai,hfullabourer dear: 

Let the incense of our hearts be 
Offeyed up in faith and prayer. 

Bles8, 0 bless him! bless, 0 bless him! 
Now, henceforth, and e"ermore. 

This was so unexpected, and sung with such evident 
marks of sincerity, that it proauced a thrilling effect 
upon my mind; and I may say, that every circum­
stance attending the comrilencement ot my labours in 
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that place, inspired me with the pleasing anticipation 
of SUCCC88. Before entering into further details of oUF 
Missionary operations in Demerara, I will present the 
reader with a brief sketch of the general aspect of the 
country, and the progress of the work up to the time 
of our arrival. 

DEMERARA is not an island, but a colony on the 
continent of South America. It is generallY .regarded, 
however, as belonging to the West Indies, from the 
fact, that in the character of its inhabitants, as well as 
its staple produce, climate, and other circ~8tances, 
it exhibits a striking analogy to the Islands which bear 
that name. Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice, were 
once governed as separate colonies, but they are now 
united under the general name of the " Province of 
British Guiana." The first mentioned name, however, 
is still frequently employed, by way of accommodation, 
to dcsignate this part of the British Empire. The 
entire Province is bounded on the north by the Atlan­
tic, on the west by Dutch Guiana, and on the east and 
south by the State of Venezuela. It appears from the 
maps, that there is an extensive tract of country claim­
ed by both Britain, and Venezuela: but there is no 
reason to apprehend any dispute about the" boundary 
line," for centuries to come, as there are still un­
occupied, beyond the present cultivation of the colony, 
scorcs of miles, of the richest land, covered with the 
finest timber, where the sound of the woodman's axe 
has never yet been heard. 

M2 
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It is the opinion of some, that Columbus saw the 
coast of Guiana, in 1458; and it has been asserted by 
others, that ie was discovered by Vascoe Nunez, in 
1504. It became known, however, to the English, in 
'1595, when Sir Walter Raleigh sailed up the Orinoco, 

, in his chimerical search of El Dorado, a city said to be 
paved with gold! A company of freebooters formed 
-the first English settlement, in 1634, which was cap­
tmed by the Dutch, in 1667. After various other 
changes, the territory now included in British Guiana, 
was ceded to. the English, by the treaty of 1814, in 
whose possession it has since continued, although a 
number of Dutch residents are to be found in different 
parts of the colony. 

The general aspect of the country is low and swampy. 
Indeed some parts of the coast are below the level of 
the sea; and as the tide rises to an unusual height in 
this locality, the land is only kept from inundation by 
the construction of extensive dykes, with sluices to let 
off the water when the tide is down. The fields are 
laid out at right angles, with the regularity of a garden. 
Each property has generally a narrow sea, or river­
frontage, for the convenience of water commuuication; 
and extends its narrow length through the entire width 
of the cultivation, so as to have the advantage of the 
uncleared forest lands behind. The estates are divided 
'by large canals, and intersected by numerous drains, 
that are used, not ouly to carry off the water, but as 
substitutes for roads, by means of which the produce is 
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conveyed, in small flat. bottomed boats, from the fields 
to the works, and from the works to the ships in the 
harbour. This extensive system of drainage, rendered 
necessary by the marshy state of the land, with · the 
construction and repairs of sluices and bridges, are 
heavy items of expense in the working of an estate in 
Demerara. Some compensation is afforded, however, 
by the peculiarly rich nature of the soil, which is suited 
for almost every article of tropical produce. The staple 
articles of export are sugar, rum, cotton, and coffee: 
but, of late years, the planters have confined their 
attention almost exclusively to the cultivation of the 
sugar-cane, and the manufacture of sugar, and rum. 
For the growth of the sugar-cane the soil seems pecu­
liarly adapted. In most of the islands it requires to be 
re-planted and manured, at least, every three years: 
but here, it grows spontaneously; and may be cut 
annually, for ten or twenty years, without either re­
planting or manuring. 

In the rainy season, travelling is very difficult. The 
roads being formed of soft earth, they are soon cut up, 
and become deep and miry. I remember passing over 
one hundred bridges, between George Town and Ma­
haica, in the space of only twenty-five miles. When 
these bridges get out of repair, the difficulty is in­
creased. A raihoad is, however, in the course of being 
constructed, part of which is probably opened by this 
time, so that travelling will in future be more agreeable. 

From the observations weady made, the reader will 
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hot be' ~urpri~ed to hear, that the climate of British 
Guiana is unfriendly to the health of Europeans. The 
atmosphere is generally more humid than in the is­
lands; and ague and fever are frequently prevalent; 
The swarms of mosquitoes, and other stinging insects, 
which are more numerous and troublesome in this 
colony than in other parts of the West Indies, are also 
sources of great annoyance and discomfort to strangers. 
Some Europeans, however, become inured to the 
climate; and the natives are generally healthy. 

George Town, the capital of British Guiana, is sit­
uated in latitude 6° 36· north, and longitude 52° 15: 

west. It stands on the western side of the entrance to 
the Demerara river. This river has a considerable bar, 
and can be passed by large vessels, at high water only. 
The harbour is the mouth of the river. itself; and 
several wooden stellings, or jetties, project from the 
shore, on which passengers and goods are landed. 
Most of the houses in the town are frame. buildings, con­
structed of the native hard.wood timber for which this 
country is so famous. They are neatly finished, with 
verandahs in the front; and when tastefully painted, 
present a very pleasing appearance. 

There is no stone, and not even a pebble, to be found 
in the whole country, until we ad'l"/lnce forty or fifty 
miles into the interior. The roads in the town and its 
vicinity · have been formed of the ballast from those 
vessels which trade to the colony, each ship being 
req\lired to leave a certain quantity.. Of late years, a-



WEST INDIES. 18;3 

few good brick buildings have been erecUjd i:q, George 
Town; and altogether the place l).OW wears a respect­
able appearance. ;£'he hou,ses are separated frQm each 
other by gardens and shrubberies ;-an arrangeI1!-ent 
which is very conducive to health and comfort in this 
sultry and oppressive climate. 

Nearly in the centre of the city stands an elegant 
structure, called the" Guiana Public Buildings," whic!J. 
would be an ornament to any town in Europe. In its 
architectural design and external appearance, it is very 
magnificent; being built of brick, and " stone-finished~ ' 

with roman cement. It is so arranged, as to affor!i 
accommodation for all the public offices of the colony 
under the same roof. A market-house has been recent­
ly erected which is very respectable in its appearance, 3:S 

well as a great convenience to the inhabitants. The 
churches and chapels are also good buildings, and 
afford pleasing evidence, that of late years, the people 
have not been unmindful of their spiritual interests. 
The inhabitants of George Town may be estimated at 
twenty-two thousand; while the population of the 
entire province, according to the last census, amounts 
to one hundred and fifty thousand. . 

New Amste-rdam, on the eastern side of the entrance 
of the Berbice river, is next in importance to George 
Town; and resembles it in many respects. It is, how­
ever, much smaller; and the inhabitants may amount 
to about four thousand. Since the emancipation of the 
slaves, numerous villages have sprung up in different 
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parts ' of the colony, which are very populous. The 
-buildings in these are of small dimemions; and, in 
gene~l, not of a very substantial oharacter. 

These towns, villages, and estates, are inhabited by 
d·ifferent races of people. There are Europeans,­
comprising English, Scotch, Irish, Dutch, and Portu­
guese; Negroes, originally £rom Africa; and Coolies, 
from the East Jn4).es. On the banks of the. rivers and 
creeks, beyond the boundaries of the colony, there are 
a few tribes of S(mth American Indians; seme of whom 
occasionally visit the towns almost in a state of nudity. 
All classes of the inhabitants were deeply demoralized 
when first the friends of Missio~s in England sent out 
ministe~s of the gospel to preach among them, of whose 
labours we may now furnish a few brief notices. 

The agents ef the "London Missionary Society" 
were first in this part of the great field. As early as 
1808, the zealous and devoted Rev. John Wray, whose 
praise is in all the churches, commenced his evan­
geliCal labours, at plantation Le Resouvenir; under the 
patronage of Mr. Post, a pious Dutchman, the owner 
of the property.,. "The Lord of the harvest" greatly 
blessed the~e early efforts in the cause of the Redeemer, 
and a goodly number of poor slaves were made spirit­
ually free, by the reception of the gospel. Having re­
moved to Derbi.ce, where he laboured successfully many 
years, Mr. Wray was succeeded at Le Resouvenir, by 
the Rev. John Smith, in 1817, who laboured, for some 

. time, with a cheru'ing measw'e of success; In the 
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year 11'123, however, this mission and its dear pastor 

were involved in severe aflliction. An insurrection 
broke out among the negroes, on this part of the coast; 
and the authorities attempted to attach blame to the 

missionary. Mr. Smith was forthwith dragged to prison, 

and his private journals and other papers were instantly 
seized. He was then tried by a court-martial, and 
sentenced to death! The sentenee of the court was 
referred home for His Majesty's dElcision, and the king 

was pleased to remit the same: but required, however, 
that the lJlissionary should for ever quit the scene of his 
labours. The despatches, containing the royal mandate, 
were sent out with all possible speed: but before they 
reached Demerara, Mr. Smith had sunk beneath the 
weight of his accumulated troubles and unrighteous 
treatment. He died in prison, deeply regretted by his 
brethren; and his happy spirit ascended to that place, 
where" his righteousness shall be brought forth as light, 
and 'Iis judgment as the noon day." 

Nothing daunted by these adverse circumstances, the 
"London Missionary Society" continued to send out 
re-inforcements to their respective .stations in British 
Guiana, and they have realized a large ingathering of 
precious souls to the Church of Christ. Of late years, 
however, their cause has suffered, in common with that 
of other kindred institutions, from the effect of the 
agricultural and commercial depression which has over­
taken the VIr est In<lia Colonies, as well as from political 
agitation which fi:equently exists among the people. 
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The "Church Missionary Society" has, for many 
years, had a station among the Indians, on the rive~ 
Essequibo, which has been attended with good; but 

,there are still vast numbers of these aborigines totally 
destitute of the means of religious instruction. 

The "Wesleyan Missionary Society" did not com­
mence their labours in Demerara until the year 1814. 
Previous to that period, their energies had been chiefly 
devoted to places where the call seemed more im­
perative, in consequence of the total lack of evangelical 
labourers. But this vast field was found wide enough 

.for all; and the Wesleyan Missionaries could no longer 
resist the call now made upon them for spiritual aid, by 
several of their own people, who had removed from the 
neighbouring colonies. In its co=encement, the 
good work was peculiarly prosperous and promising, 

,and numbers were added to the Lord; but at length, 
the legal restrictions, resulting from the unsettled state 
e£ the country and the general prejudice against mis­
sionary labours, were severely felt. For some time, no 
meetings were allowed ,to be held after sun-set; and 

,the missionary constantly read written sermons to the 
slaves, that he might be able to certifY every sentiment 
which he advanced" in case any question should be 
raised upon the subject. On one occasion, a society 
ticket was found on the road, h;tving been dropped by 
~ negro-member; and the passage of scripture which it 
bore was interpreted, by some of the wise-acrea of this 
dark ,period, as favouring rebellion! An attempt 
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was made, from this trifling circumstance, to raise an 

open persecution against the Mission: but Divine 
Providence frustrated the designs of our enemies, and 

we were permitted to proceed with our work. So 
powerful was the influence of the gospel upon the 
people who were united with us in church-fellowship, 
that it was found, when the insurrection was over, that 

not one member of the 'Vesleyan Society was con­
cerned in it, either directly or indirectly. 

·When this dark cloud had in a measure passed over, 

and greater latitude was allowed to the missionaries, in 
their efforts to promote the religious instruction of the 
slaves, the work extended to various parts of the colony, 

where chapels were erected and Sunday-schools were 
established. But so recently as 1834, when I arrived 
in Demerara, all restrictions were not entirely removed. 
I had not only to procure a license from the Governor, 
who carefully inspected my ordination certificate and 
other credentials; but I was required, by a clause in 
that license, " not to allow any meeting, at which I 
was not personally present, to be held on the station." 
Perceiving that this would operate very injuriously upon 

our system of class-meetings and prayer-meetings, as 
well as on the labours of two native catechists who had 
been regularly licensed, I hastened back with the docu­
mcnt, nnd remonstrated against the introduction of such 
a clause. Ilis honour, the Fiscal, was then pleased to 
!<BY, that he was obliged to use the old form; but it was 
not intcnded to interfere with any of our usages. I am 
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happy to add, that I never met with the slightest inter­
ruption from the authorities, in the prosecution of my 

missionary labours. 
There were several features in the work at Demerara 

which were peculiarly gratifying to my feelings. The 
congregations, both on the sabbaths and week-nights, 
were almost invariably large and attentive; and a lec­
ture, which I delivered every 'Wednesday morning, at 
five o'clock, was also well attended. The sabbath­
schools were flourishing; and on two mornings in the 
week, I met the children for catechetical instruction. 
His excellency the Governor, Sir Carmichael Smith, on 
attending the examination of our schools, in Kingston 
chapel, was pleased to express his admiration at the 
progress the children had made; and, for their en­
courageme~t, distributed among them several books 
and medals. The whole aspect of the Mission was 
cheering, . several new members being added to the 
church; and I felt myself highly honoured in having, 
for my superiI!tendent and collea"o-ue, the Rev. John 
Mortier, a devoted minister who had long" borne the 
heat and burden of the day." 

While we had occasion to rejoice over the general 
prosperity of the work, we had yet to contend with 
many difficulties. At the period alluded to, the Act of 
Emancipation had not come into operation; and slavery, 
which forms so formidable an obstacle to the :spread of 
the gospel, still existed in all its vigour. On the 27th 
.of June, .;t. poor ·man came to· me . with a tale of woe 
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which made my heart ache. He had just been sold to 
a planter, living at a distant part of the country, in 
consequence of which, he was about to be separated 
from his wife and family, as well as from the means of 
grace, which were so dear to him. I felt most acutely 
for him; and exhorted him to " trust in the Lord," and 
patiently await the day of freedom, which was just 
beginning to dawn upon the country. Scarcely a week 
passed without some painful occurrence of this kind; 
and I do believe, that if Divine Providence had not 
interposed, and put an end to this cruel system, the 
most fearful consequences would have followed. The 
people were literally wasting away from grief and op­
pression. There were in the colony, at that time, 
63,641 slaves; but, during the preceding twelve months, 
there had been 4229 deaths, and only 2879 births; 
shewing a decrease in the slave population of 1350 in 
one year. This is a simple fact, extracted from the 
.. Returns of the Colonial Registrar" at that time. 

The .. Emancipation Act" provided for the abolition 
of slavery on the 1st of August, 1834: but, before full 
and unrestricted freedom was to be imparted to the 
poor slaves, there was to be an interim of six or seven 
ycar's apprenticeship. If this term of services was in­
tended as a compensation to the planters, then the 
question might be asked, Were not the twenty millions 

sterling, generously granted by the British nation, to be 
divided among the planters, sufficient for that purpose? 
If it be replied, It was necessary that the negro should 
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be instructed in the agricultural art, and therefore, that 
the term of service was a judicious provision, we an­
swer, in the language_of the negroes themselves, " Peo­
ple make prenlice for learn to work. Poor negro work 
plenty long time; he sabby work very well: he no 
want massa for make him prentice." It was, altogether, 
a vexatious arrangement; and proved to be only a 
modified fonn of slavery. 

Defective, however, as was the system of apprentice­
ship, compared with entire freedom, it was hailed with 
joy as a step in the right direction; especially, as a 
definite time was fixed when full liberty should be en­
joyed by the poor negro. The 1st of August was 
celebrated as a day of general thanksgiving, throughout 
the colony, by order of the Governor; every place of 
worship was thronged with devout and attentive hear­
ers. We endeavoured to adapt the services to the 
particular occasion which called us together, by im­
pressing upon the minds of the people, the necessity of 
rendering thanks to Almighty God, for his great good­
ness in bringing about this happy change in their 
condition; and of conducting themselves in a proper 
manner under every circumstance in life. It was a day 
of spiritual good: and though there was some disturb­
ance among the people, in remote parts of the country. 
where the nature of the change in their civil condition 
was imperfectly understood, our own people acted in a 
manner worthy of the christian name. In commemo­
ration of the glorious _ 1st of Augus~, and to aid in 
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~t~"liaiImt the people for their new civil position, the 
'llIkiti8h and Foreign Bible Society" generously pre­
IlllllJict'ts eaeh emaneipated slave who could read, a 

lat. Irkm Testament, of which ten thousand 
.. h quiYed ibr Demerara. It would have delighted 
~ of .freedom, in England, could they have 
eliiii' it thtY grateful emotions with which the poor 
IIJItIIIUe8 l'\!Ileived the precious boon. As the limits 

.... lIS8igaed to these sketches oblige me to 
___ ,l Will 'COnclude the present chapter by a few 

... .uf-the respective stations, occupied by the 
..... __ Missionary Society" in this colony. 

'!ll1IId •• TOWN, the capital of the Province, is the 
••• ra~emlmi:t; cd the place where two ministers 

.. is stationed at Werken-Rust, in the upper 
........ 1'*""1. where we have a commodious and 
...... :pl8l1e of worship, called Trinity Chapel, 

". __ 104- about twelw hundred people. The 
...... are generally good, and the cause is 

~'llI!Wly erected chapel is a noble monu­
'"1Iiti ... .." JfIIIl, and benevolence of our people, 

Wnlt •• plilenertions of the Rev. W. Hudson, 

ill.=:!:~:~ ?: IIIIperintendence it was raised. c expense of upwards of two 
m free from debt, and yields a 

..... r-.-a_~!Ir:blieh will be a great help to other 
The old chapel has been 

........ aohool-room, in which a large 
.~ ....... _ ia «mducted by a talented 
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native teacher. The other minister resides at King­
ston, in the lower part of the town, near to the Govern­
ment-House, where we have a good chapel, capable of 
accommodating about eight hundred persons. The 
good work here also wears a pleasing aspect. Supply, 
Mocha, Nymes, and other places, are visited by the 
missionaries, at some of which, neat little chapels have 
been erected, and promising schools established. 

ABRAM'S ZUIL, on what is called the Arabian Coast, 
is a station in a rural district, west of the Essequibo 
River. It is favoured with a resident minister, a com­
modious chapel, and a prosperous day-school. At Zorg 
and Queen's-Town; in this circuit, chapels have been 
erected and schools established. This coast presents 
an ,extensive and promising field for missionary labour: 
but recently, the good work has been retarded by the 
<t,,"Ticultural depression which has prevailed, occasion­
ing the removal of some of the people, and rendering 
the others less able to support the cause. 

VICTORIA is a station of a most interesting character, 
being a large negro village, built upon an estate which 
was purchased, since the emancipation, by the united 
efforts of the people, as a joint stock company. Having 
obtained their respective lots of land, and erected com­
fortable little cottages for themselves, they made a 
noble effort and erected a handsome and substantial 
chapel in the centre of the village, which will probably 
accommodate seven hundred people. Friendship and 
Buxton , al:e mmor stations, supplied by the minister 
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who rcsides at ",doria, assisted by an able school­

teacher and catechist. These estates were also pur­
chased and scttled by negroes since their freedom. The 

villagcs are populous, and the lands extensive. At 
Friendship, the logie, a large out-building, has been 

converted into a rcspectable place of worship; and a 
new chapel is much required at Buxton. A prosperous 

day-school has been established, and a number of other 
estates, the properties of different planters, are regularly 
nsited. The Yictoria station is also interesting from 

the fact, that it was originally established by the Rev. 

C. "'. Cleeve, B. A., a pious clergyman of the" Chw'ch 
of England," who, fiuding himself unable to submit to 
the Puseyistie demands of his diocesan, declared his 

independence. After remaining in this isolated position 

for two or three years, he sought and found; for himself 
and his people, an asylum within the pale of the vVes­
leyan church, where he could enjoy liberty of con­

science. The union has been a happy one; and the 
good work continues to prosper. 

~l.ulIr.~ is a station in an ancient village, on a navi­
gable creek of that namc. In former times, this was a 

very prosperous )1ission; being central to a number of 
large Augar estates; but since the recent changes in the 
civil condition of the people, many removals have taken 
place, and the number of church-members is consider­
ably dinlinished. vYe have a good cotmtry chapel 
here, that will seat about six hundred people; and a 
proRpCrOttS day-school. l1IahicollY, Perth, Virginia and 

:N 
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some other minor places, are visited by the minister 
residing at Mahica, at some of which, small chapels 
have been erected, and schools established. 

In the colony of Demerara, orr the stations which 

have just passed in review, we have now, in connexion 
with the" VIr esleyan Missionary Society," five mission­

a.·ies, twelve chapels, twelve day-schools, one tl!Ousand 
fOt ... hund,·ed and nineteen scl/.Olm·s, and two thousand 

nine hundred and sixty-one membe,·s in clwrch-fellowsAip 

with us. 

Mter labouring little more than a year in Demerara, 
I embarked for the Island of Barbadoes, to which I had 

been appointed by the Co=ittee, on account of the 
part.ial failure of my health. The christian friends 
whom we were now about to leave, had shewn us every 
possible attention, and did not cease to li ye in our 

affections. They esteemed the ministers of the gospel 
" very highly in love, for their work's sake," and the 
separation was painful alike to both pastor and people. 

In the month of February, 1847, I had the pleasure 
of visiting the colony of Dem~rara, to attend the Dis­
trict Meeting, after. an absence of twelve years. Of 
course many changes had taken place: but I met with 
a few old friends, who rejoiced at the privilege of once 
more meeting in the flesh. On this occasion, I took a 
most intm:esting missionary tour through the Province, 
in company with my dear brethren, the Rev. William 
Bannister, and the Rev. William Hudson. 'Ve preach­
ed, and attended public meetings, in George Town, Vic-
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toria, Mahica, and Berbice. At New Amsterdam, we 
preached in the Dutch Reformed Church; and held 
some interesting meetings with our society, which con­
~ of nearly one hundr~d pious and devotcd mem­
bers, who, from peculiar circumstances, have since been 
left as sheep without a shepherd. 

I cannot close these brief notices without expressing 
my conviction, that, notwithstanding the efforts hither­
to- made, for the evangelization of British Guiana, it 
rtUl presents, to the friends of Wesleyan Missions, a 
teld Of labour that is peculiarly inviting. Our native 
ohurchH have not only, for several years past, been 
~pport.ed; but they have contributed liberally to­
wttrdii sending the gospel to heathen lands. If the 
flIaIIW at missionaries ami schools could be increased: 

hw Nason to believe, that not only would many 
tiIiIIa. ~ the negro population be brought "unto 
."!I"'~1I!I!ge of the truth;" but that those Indian 

'\Vito inhabit the outskirts of the colony, and are 
~ t!etlti.tute of the means either of moral or 

..... IUI; ilietruetion, wpuld receive the glad tidings of 
May the time soon come, when the pl'edic­

..-_· .... ""'JIfOphet shall be fulfilled: "The wilderness 

......... t>Y place shall be glad for them; and the 

..,_.tltilril!!lllit.le, lind blossom as the rose. It shall 
and rejoice even with joy and 

r"':.JII!1t.:d\'. 1, 2. 

N2 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THE ISLAND OF BARBADOES. 

Appeamnce Of the I sland-Discovc·red by the Pm·tuguese -Settied 
by the English-Inkle and Ya,.ico-Early prosperilJy-CaWies 
of declension-Aspect of the co"ntry-Towns and Villages­
Codrington College-Moral condition of the People-Quakers­
J.1oravians - Y,Vesleyam-EaTly perseC'ldion-Improved prospects 
-Renewed opposition-Destruction of the Chapel-Re-establish­
ment of the Mission-Prosp.,·ity of the Wm·k- William Reece, 
Esq.-Hurrica:p-e-lvlission Stabions ;-B?'idge Tmon, Providence, 
Ebeneze'r, Speights Town, Scotland. 

AT certain seasons of the ;year, the navigation between 
Demerara and Burbadoes is somewhat difficult und un­
certain, owing to the cUlTent, occasioned by the mighty 
volume of water poured into the Atlantic Ocean from 
the numerous mouths of the Orinoco. This was the 
case, when we made the passage, in a small vessel 
called the " Paget," commanded by Captain Mann. 
After being at sea five days, in very boisterous weather, 
during which our top-mast was carried away, we dis­
covered that we were considerably to the leeward of 
the Island, and were obliged, therefore, to beat up 
against the win<j.. We made the land early on Wed­
nesday morning, the 25th of March, 1835. It is not 
mountainous, like most of the 'Vest India Islands; but 
rises gradually out of the sea, to a moderate elevation, 
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and hOIl been compared, when seen at a distance, to a 
huge turtle floating on the surfaclJ of the water. We 
came to anchor in Carlisle Bay, and landed in Bridge 
Town, where we were kindly received by the Rev. 
James Rathbone, and the Rev. James Aldis, the Wes­
leyan ministers then resident in the colony. 

Before proceeding with my observations on the char­
acter and results of our missionary labours, the reader 
will be presented with a brief sketch of the history and 
general OIIpect of this lovely island. 

Barbadoes is situated in latitude 130 10' north, and 
longitude 590 42' west; and being to windward of all 
the other islands, it is generally the first land made by 
vessels sailing from Europe to the West Indies. Not­
withstanding this circumstance, it does not appe8Jr to 
have been visited by the enterprising Columbus, at the 
time he discovered several of the other Islands and the 
Continent of America. The honour of discovery, was 
reserved, in this case, for the Portuguese, who visited 
the Island about the year 1600. These adventurers, 
however, formed no settlement; neither did they take 
any formal possession of the country: but merely landed 
a couple of swine, and then pOIlsed on to other lands in 
selll'llh of gold. It is very remarkable that when first 
dis .. ered, the Island was not only without inhabitants, 
but there appeared no visible trace of its ever having 
beeDr previously Visited by any human being. Sub­
~eJl.t observations, however, prove that it must have 

inhabited, probably by a tribe of Caribs, though 
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at a remote period, as specimens of antique earthen­
_ware, ana other articles have been dug out of' the 
ground. 

In 1605, an English ship, called the " Olive Blos­
sorn," which was on her voyage from London to SUl·i­
nam, touched at this island. The captain and a few 
men landed, -and formally took possession of it, in the 

name of " James, king of England." Having eI'ected 
a cross, and carved an inscription on a tree, to com­
memorate their visit, they took- their departure, Some 
years after; another English ship, belonging to 8i'l' 
William Courteen, on its return from the Brazils, was 
driven to Barbadoes by the violence of a tempest, and 
took shelter in the harbour, On landing, the master 
and seamen observed the memorial of the previous visit 
of their countrymen. The hogs that had been left by 
the Portuguese were greatly increased in number, and 
the woods were filled with these useful animals, thereby 
affording a good stock of provisions for the use of the 
ship's company. This vessel can-ied home a VCl-Y favor­
able report of the island, and considerable interest was 
excited in England at the tinIe. 

In ] 624, Sir 'Villiam Cotu'teen collectea about thirty 
persons, to go out for the purpose of forming an EngliSh 
settlement in Barbadoes. They were supplied with 
pro"isions, seeds, and agricultUl'al implements; and on 
their alTival, towards ~he c10se of the year, they com­
menced building their houses, and clearing the land, in 
the place where Hole Town now stands. A person 
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IIBmed William Dean was appointed governor of the 
infant colony. The whole island was at that time 
thickly wooded; and it was by great laboW' and perse­
verance that this little band of adventW'ers established 
themselves in this the land of their adoption. In 1629, 
the colony was reinforced by the arrival of sixty-foW'. 
emigrants from England, under the patronage of Lord 
Carlisle, who had obtained from king Charles a grant, 
by patent, of the whole Island. Considerable un­
pleasantness and litigation now occW'red among differ­
ent parties who claimed a right in the soil. Sir William 
Turton, who had been appointed governor by Lord 
Carlisle, was tried by a court-martial, found guilty of 
treason, and condemned to be shot; this severe sentence 
was carried into execut,ion, with as little ceremony as 
there was justice in the proceedings. The colony was 
afterwanls considerably increased by the arrival of 
numbll1'8 of persons who had fled from England, on 
lI8IOunt of the political agitations in which this coun­
try. in common with the whole of Europe, was at that 
peIl'Iiod involved. These parties were from Kent, Suf­
folk, Essex, Hertford, Devonshire, and Cornwall, who 
'bro1I8ht with them donsiderable capital, as well as 
habits of industry and enterprise. 

lAe Eeopean emigrants, who first settled in the 
iII1a1id:1Ii'Barbadoes. had not advanced far, in the work 
01 JiJaWliIig, e1earing and planting, before they felt the 

'fIf ac1ditional labourers. There were only two 
of people which seemed likely to endure ' the 
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fatigue of a tropical climate ;-the Indians of America, 
and the negroes of Mrica. They first tried the neigh­
bouring continent, and succeeded in dragging away a 
number of poor Caribs into abject slavery. So soon as 

the object o£ these frequent visits of the white men be­
came generally known to the Indians, they mustered 
their forces; and when their enemies returned, on one 
occasion, they met with a vigorous resistance. Several 
of the Europeans were killed, and the rest fled for their 
lives into the neighboming woods. One of the fugi­
tives, was a man named Inkle, who was afterwards dis­

covered in his retreat by an amiable young Carib girl, 
cal1ed Twrico. This daughter of the forest felt pity 
for the forlorn white-man; and instead of reporting 
him to her chief, she formed the noble resolution of 
secretly supporting him in his solitude. Faithful to 
'her engagement, she daily carried him food, until the 
favourable moment alTiveu for his escape. At length, 
she saw an English vessel hovering off the coast, and 
instantly made him acquainted with the joyful tidings. 
She became his guide, and condllcted him to the shore, 
where he succeeded in communicating with the vessel. 
'When InUe was about to step into the bO:JJt, the Indian 
girl felt l'eluctant to bid a final adieu to the white-man; 
for her friendship had ripened into affection. She 
therefore asked permission to accompany him to " the 
land of strangers." The Englishman compliecl. They 
embarked together and landed in Barbadoes in safety: 
where, horrible to relate, the monster Inklc, breaking 
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through every tie of humanity, affection, and gratitude, 
immediately sold poor Yarico, the deliverer and pre­
server of his life, into hopeless slavery. This is but 
one of the many instances we meet with, in the history 
of early colonization, of the cruelty and injustice of our 
countrymen. The poor Caribs thus brought to the 
Ialand never II.DSwered the purpose for which they were 
imported; and they soon wasted away, tmder the op­
preseive treatment of their emel masters, not one being 
left to tell the tale of their sufferings. . 

The colonists next turned their attention to . Africa; 
aad, &8 the slave-trade had become a regularly author­
iIIeil syatem of traffic, the poor negroes were brought 
br hundreds and thousands to Barbadoes, and ultimately 
beoame far more numerous than the original settlers. 

This being the oldest of the British "Vest India 
Colonias, and never having been possessed by any other 
Earupean power, it rapidly advanced to a state of un­
peallsled prosperity. As early as 1670, the population 
. aid: to have amounted to one hundred and Ji:fty 

tAnantI; one-third of whom were whites, and the 
rllllUliniug two-thirds negro slaves. Considering the 
.at of pund occu~ied, this is a higher state of 
pupala_ than can be found in Holland, China, or any 
atlie country most famous for numbers. Such was 
alIo the atent of the COlDIDel'ce cal'lied on with En­
sJIIiI4 aDd odIs countries, that constant employment 

thea to ib1l1' hundred vessels, ayeraging one hun-
IIIilJIIDIHl£tv. toni burdm each. 
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Va,rious causes contributed to the gradual declension, 

for several yea,rs, of that agricultural and commercial · 

prosperity with which Barbadoes was distinguished, at 

this early period of its history. The colony was much 

distracted by politica,l agitation, in consequence of the 

oppressive ta:'<es, imposed by the home government, 
and other matters of alleged grieyance. ~Then an 

e~pedition was fitted out against Hispaniola, under the 

co=and of Penn and Venables, Barbadoes furnished 

three thousand five hundred. men to aid in the attack. 

This expeclition failed in its intended object: but it 

resulted in the ca,pture of Jamaica from the Spaniards. 

From that time, Jamaica became a powerful rival to 

B.arbadoes, as it attracted a large share of the attention 

and capital of the mother country. In addition to these 

untowa1'd circumstances, this Island was repeatedly 

called to suffer from the destroying elements of nature. 

In the month of August, 1675, a dreadful hurricane 

laid waste the whole country; in 1766, a destructive fire 
reduced Bridge Town, the capital, to a heap of ruins ; 
a,nd in 1780, another awful hUlTicane passed oYer the 

countlry, carrying destruction and death in its mighty 

sweep. In the last named calamity, four thousand 
three hundred and twell'ty-sL",< of the inhabitants were 

buried in the ruins; while property was destroyed, to 
the amount of one million and a half sterling. 

In after years, the colony recovered, in some measure, 
from the effects of these sad disasters; but, from its 

geographical position, it is always liable to the frequent 



WEST INDIES. 203 

occurrence of hurricanes. A part of Bridge Town, 

which had rapidly risen from its former ruins, was 
again destroyed by fire a few years ago, so that this 

Island has had frequent checks to its advancement. 

Notwithstanding these circumstances, it will still bear 

a comparison with most of the other 'Vest India 
colonies, both as it rega,.·els the state of its agricultural 

and commercial interests, and the condition of the 

inhabitants. 
The Island of Barbadoes is, from north to south, 

about twenty-two ~es long; and D.-om east to west, 
fifteen broad. It is nearly surrounded by a coral reef, 

which, with the addition <if military fortifications in 
those places that are accessible by vessels, defend it 

from the attack of an enemy. The general aspeot of 

the country is of a pleasing character; and bears a 
more striking resemblance to England than any other 
country within the tropics that I have visited. Instead 

of the bold and romantic scenery which distinguishes 
most of the W'est India Islanels, we have, in the interior 

of Bm'badoes, a gentle, undulating surface, presenting 

the agreeable yariety of sloping hills and fertile valleys: 
on the windward coast, however, the scenery is some­
what (lifi'erent. Bold and rugged acclivities rise from 

the shore, to an elevation of about one hundred feet 
each, and are sepm'ated by terraces, nearly half-a-mile 
in breadth, which are highly eultivated, and form a 

beautiful contrast to the barren rocky precipices that 
intervene. The dense forests that originally covered 
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the whole Island have entD.'ely disappeared, and wood 
has now become so scm'ce, that it is fonnd necessary to 
import it from other countries. The destruction of the 

trees has considerably decreased the quantity of raill 
which formerly fell; and some inconvenience is now 
occasionally experienced from contillued dry weather. 
But this disadvantage is more than compensated, as it 
regards the hea,lth of the inhabitants, by the improve­

ment of the climate. The lands havillg been laid open, 
the breeze circulates without obstruction, sta"o-uant va-
110lU'S are prevented, and the air is rendered more pure 
and wholesome. Barbadoes may now be regarded as 
one of the most hcalthy climates for ElU'opeans withill 

the tropics. 
The buildillgs connected with the respective estates 

are generally good and substantial. The lands are laid 
out with considerable taste, and inte;.'spersed with co­
coa-nut and other fruit-trees, formillg a prospect truly 
delightful to behold. The soil vm'ies considerably ill 
different parts of the Island: but it is generally re­
garded as suitable for the growth of sugar and gillger, 
which are the staple articles of export, and also for the 
production of cotton, illdigo, tobacco, wd the fruits and 
vegetables requiJ'ed for home consumption. From the 
length of time that the land has been lmder constant 
cultivation, its origillal strength is ill a measure ex­
hausted, wd it now requires cm'eful manlU'illg to pro­
duce. a good crop. By the application of agricultlU'al 
skill, and thc use of ordinary means, thc soil is howc,"cr 
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"\"ery productive; and the sugar manufactured in Bar­

badoes is of the best quality. Particular economy is 

observed in tilling the ground; and every acre, ca­

pable of producing any thing, is brought under careful 

cultivation. 
There is every reason to believe that Barbadoes offers 

an attractive point to the investigation of the geologist; 

and that the toil connected with the usual experiments 

of his department of science would be amply remune­

rated by the rich variety of phenomena that invite his 

attention. The summits of the hills bear evident marks 
of a sub-marine origin; and munerous valuable fossils 

haye been collected. In the animal kingdom, there are 

neither quadrupeds nor bi.rds, worthy of particular no­
tice. Moru{eys and racoons were very numerous, but 

they have totally disappeared. Various kinds of snakes 
are fotmd in great abundance. At first these reptiles 

arc a great annoyance to the stranger, as they find their 

way into the houses of the inhabitants;* but they are 
perfcctly harmless, and soon cease to be objects of 

• I remember, on one occasion, that a snake entered the room 
in which I was sitting, and coiled itself round the neck of the cat 
which had been quietly lying at my feet, but arose playfully to 
watch the movements of the reptile. The poor creature ran off 
with its disagreeaule burden, climbed to t.he roof of the house, 
and after running about i.n a wild and frantic state for some time, 
frll into a perpendicular water-spout. }"'ortunately for the poor 
cat, the spout was too nan-ow to admit of its descending far. 
By meaDS of a ladder, I succeeded in extricating it from this 
perilous flituation, and in releasing it from the reptile which had 
rausNl its fright. 
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terror. The polypus is found here in very great per­
fection. Some remarkable wells of tar-wate!.· have also 
been discovered; and a small pool at the bottom of a 
little glen, in Turner's Hall Wood, emits a volume of 

infla=able gas. These, with a few other natural 
curiosities, are worthy of careful scientific examination. 
The Island is almost destitute of rivers, but there are 
several small streams, besides the Mole; and the Island 
is generally well supplied with water, both from the 
numerous spring-wells, and from the reservoi.rs, which 
are filled during the rainy season. 

Bridge Town, the capital of Barbadoes, is an exten­
sive city, the population of which is upwards of twenty 
thousand. It is erected chiefly of stone, and contains 
some handsome buildings: but the streets are too 
narrow, and the houses are formed too much after the 
English style to promote hea1th and comfort in a tropi­
cal climate. Many of the merchants have commodious 
country residences, within a convenient distance from 
town, with gardens and pleasure-grounds beautifully 
laid out. The residence of His Excellency the Gover­
nor, is a splendid mansion, about a mile from Bridge 
Town; and St. James's Barracks, about the same dis­
tance, in another direction, are c0=odious and elegant 
buildings. Fanta Belle and Hastings are fashionable 
watering places, possessing every convenience for sea­
bathing; and as munerous dwellings have been recently 
erected on the road, they may now be considered as 
the submbs of Bridge Town. Speights Town, Hole 
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Town, Oistin Town, and Bath, can only be regarded as 
villages; though they have become much more exten­

sive and populous since emancipation. 
In the parish of St. John, about twelve miles from 

the metropolis, is a college, endowed with a large 

estate, formerly producing three thousand pounds a 

year. This was the gift of a Mr. Codrington, whose 
name the institution now bears. It is situated in a 

beautiful and picturesque valley, and when beheld from 

the neighbouring hills, presents a pleasing object to the 

eye, and gives effect to the surrounding scenery. A 

proper application of this munificent donation might be 

made a great blessing to the Island, in affording a su­
perior religious, classical, and commercial education to 

the youth of the country generally; but it is, at present, 

accessible only to a limited number, who are designed 
for the clerical profession. 

'flle population of the whole Island, according to the 
last census, amounted to one hundred and thirty thou­

snnd; including whites, blacks, and a large and re­
spectable class of coloured persons. Towal'ds the close 
of the seventeenth century, all ranks of the community 

arc represented as being in a fearful state of spiritual 
destitution. The Island had been divided into eleyon 

parishes; but, in most cases, they were parishes with­
out priests: and such was the character of the few who 
did fill that sacred office in the national establishment, 
that the whole country might be regarded as almost 
destitute of the saying light of the gospel. 
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At an ea.rly period, a few pious quakers, who had 

settled in the Island, being influenced by feelings of 
compassion for their fellow men, began to teach a few 
negro slaves the knowledge of the gospel. This humble 
effort to do good met with decided opposition from the 

ruling powers and resident clergy;" and a law was 
framed prohibiting the negroes from attending any 
meeting .. house whatever. The same act contained a 

clause which forbade dissenters to instruct their pupils, 
or to keep schools in the Island. The humble and un­
assuming class of religionists, against whom this perse­
cuting measure was chiefly directed, have since disap-

* The following extract, from a high authority among the 
H Society of l"l'iends," presents a gloomy picture of the moral 
state of the communit.y, at this early period, and exhibits the 
spil'it of persecution that prevailed among certain parties in the 
colony. "In the Island of Barbadoes, t,hase called Quakers 
suffered also much by the poople, instigated not a little by the 
priests, Sa,'muel G,'aves, Matt/uno (h'ay, Thomas Manwa'ring, and 
F"a11Cis SmitlL; for these being often drunk, gave occasion there­
by to be reproved. And one l'hornas Cla'rk, coming once into 
the place of public 'Worship, and exhorting the auditors to desist 
from lewdness, and to fear God, was so grievously beaten with 
stjcks, that he fell into a swoon j and (fraves, who preached then, 
went to the house of the said Cla,'k, pulled his wife out of doors, 
and tore her clothE"S from her back. And Manwa7'ing, who had 
threatened Clark, that lie would procure a law to be made by 
which his ears should be cut oft', once wrote to him thus! 'I am 
S01,,},,!! that y'our zeal su,rpasseth your moderation, and that a club 
tn'ust beat you, out oj'lo/I,at tlte Devil hath. inspired,' And this was 
because Cla1'k had told him tha.t his conversation was not be­
coming a minister of the gospel. Other rough treatment Clark 
met with, I pass by, though once he was set in the stocks, and 
imprisoned."-Sewelt's History ojtlte Qu,akers. 
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peared from the colony; and the spot of ground on 
which their" meeting-house" once stood, is now point­
ed out to the visiter as a relic of past history. 

In the year 1765, two Morayian Missionaries were 
sent to Barbadoes; one of whom died soon after his 
arriyal: but the other. seduced by the love of the 
world, abandoued the Mission, and settled as a mer­
chant; while a third, who was sent to fill the place of 
the first, 800n followed him to the silent tomb. About 
two years afterwards, Mr. Bruckshaw arrived, who was 
joined by Mr. Bennett from America, and others. For 
Bome time, their united labours were crowned with 
success. In 1771, on the death of Mr. Bennett, and 
the removal of Mr. Bruckshaw to Antigua, the Mission 
began to decline, and continued in a languishing state 
for several years. After passing through various vicis. 
situdes, a measure of prosperity was again realized; 
and of late years, the" Brethren" have been pursuing 
their useful labours with some degree of encourage. 
ment; the number of converts having considerably in. 
creased. The stations of the Moravians are, Bridge 
Town, Sharon, and Mount Tavor. 

Towards the close of the year 1788, Dr. Coke arrived 
in Barbadoes, with Mr. Pearce, a Wesleyan Missionary 
who had been appointed to labour in that Island. In 
this instance. as in many others, the way was prepared 
by a kind and gracious Providence. A few pious sol. 
diers had previously arrived from Ireland, and were 
patronized, in their efforts to do good, by Mr. Button, 

o 
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a merchant, who generously allowed them the use of a 
large warehouse, in which they held their meetings. 
These sons of " green Erin" received the missionaries 
with feelings of the liveliest joy. . On the following 
evening, Dr. Coke preached in this humble house of 

prayer to an overflowing congregation. The zealous 
Doctor soon took his departure for St. Vincent, and 
~!r. ;Pearce Pll1:sued his labeurs, fOl1 some time, with 
pleasing prospects of success, in the various openings 
which presented themselves; both in town and country. 

About two years afterwards, Dr. Coke again visited 
Batbadoes, when he found that the public worship of 
God had been frequently disturbed by the mob. The 
missionary was also exposed to open persecution: his 
house had been repeatedly assailed, and he was threat­
ened with personaL violence. It is very remarkable, 
that those who had joined the Methodist Society re­

ceived, by way of reproach, the name of " Hallelu:;"ah." 
Even the little negroes had learned the appellation, and 
would call them by that name, as they passed along the 
streets. Notwithstanding the persecution, a chapel 
was erected that would contain about seven hundred 
perseI\S: ·but the success realized was not at all in pro­
portion to the labour bestowed on the station. After 
the removal of the Rev. James Alexander, in 1798, the 
Island remained for a whole year without a missionary ; 
and again, in 1807, the people were left, as " sheep 
having no shepherd," the Rev. J. Robinson having 
.been suddeuly called to his reward. "While the station 
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was thus deprived of the labours of a regular minister, 
the members of society were kept together, and divine 
worship was conducted by Mr. Beck, an old disciple of 
blessed memory. He was occasionally assisted in his 
humble efforts by Mr. Chapman, of St. George's, (at 
whose house Mr. Robinson died,) and by Mr. Brown, of 
Christchurch, another devoted christian of those times. 
During the years which intervened, but little impres­
sion was made upon the minds of the people, by the 
preaching of the gospel. At short intervals, a spirit of 
bitter persecution manifested itself, being occasionally 
checked by the interference of the magistrate, and then 
bursting out with increased violence. The number of 
persons united in church. fellowship varied consider­
ably, and scarcely ever exceeded seventy. For a long 
time, the prospect altogether continued to be of a very 
discouraging character. 

In the year 1811, a very gloomy account is given in 
our records of the state and prospects of the Mission. 
Only thirty persons are reported as members of society ; 
cleven of whom were whites, thirteen were free persons 
of colour, and six were slaves. This was, indeed, a 
night of toil; but the devoted men who occupied the 
station, from time to time, were sustained, under all 
their discouragements, by a conscientious conviction, 
that they were discharging a solemn duty; the result 
of which must be left with Him, at whose command 
they had entered upon the work. 

Early in 1816, new difficulties were experienced. 
02 
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An insurrection broke out among the negroes, on 
several of the plantations; and although it was soon 
put down by military force, it afforded the enemies of 
the gospel a pretext for renewing their opposition to 

the labours of the missionaries. All the evils of the 
rebellion were charged on the Mission ;-a charge 
which was perfectly preposterous, seeing, that out of 
a population of upwards of seventy thousand slaves, not 
more than thirty-six were members of the ·Wesleyan 

Society. A committee was appointed by the House of 
Assembly to inquire into the matter. The mischief 
was distinctly ascribed, in its report, to other causes; 
and the missionaries were thereby cleared from blame; 
nevertheless, such were the circumstances in which 
they were placed, that they were obliged, for a time, to 
suspend their labours in the colony. 

The Mission was re-co=enced in 1818, under cir­
cumstances which clearly mark the interposition of 
Divine Providence. One morning, while the people 
were assembled in their five o'clock prayer-meeting, 
and, Mr. Beck was beseeching the Lord to send them a 
shepherd, a sailor entered the chapel, an9. announced 
the arrival of a missionary. This pleasing intelligence 
animated every heart with joy; and before they sepa­
rated, the Rev. Moses Rayner made his appearance 
among them. In the course of the following year, the 
spirit of opposition to the truth having in some degree 
abated, a new and co=odious chapel was erected, 
towards which, several of the principal inhabitants 
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contributed liberally. The missionaries now 'pursued 

their labours with a degree of encouragement, that had 

not been experienced for several years. In 1820, the 
Rev. Messrs. Shrewsbury and Larcum wrote as follows: 

" Our prospects, at present, cannot be deemedjlattering; 
but they are celtainly brightening, as there is more 

likelihood of prosperity than was ever previously known 
in Barbadocs. On Sunday evenings, our chapel is 
thronged; and multitudes crowd about the door, to 

squeeze in when there is the least opening. Besides 
uur labours in Bridge Town, we have three estates in 
the country, where we preach once a fortnight. The 

proprietors (one of whom is a member of the House of 
Asscmbly) are firm friends to the missionaries; and 
haye promised to use all their influence with other 

gentlemen of the colony, to induce them to permit us 
to instruct their negroes." Other accounts, still more 
encouraging, succeed this, reporting the accession of 
It considerable number of members to the church, as 
well as the formation of an Auxiliary Missionary So­

ciety, which was expected to produce not less than 
fift), pounds sterling per annum, to aid in the spread of 
th(' gospel. 

This pro~perous and promising state of things was, 
however, but of short duration. A fealful storm of 
pcrscl'utioll was gathering; and, ere long, it burst upon 
thc hf'lld of the poor missionary, with awful violence. 

Mr. Rhrewsbury was abused by the public press, openly 
insulted in the streets, and rcpeateclly interrupted while 
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engaged in the worship of God. On the 5th of October, 

1822, the congregation was not only molested, but the 
chapel was assailed; and so strong was the public feel­
ing in favour of the delinquents, that no hope of obtain­
ing redress could be entertained. On the following 
sabbath, the assault was renewed with still greater vio­
lence; and, in the midst of the general tumult, the 
missionary -preached with much enlargement of heart, 
from 1 Gor. i. 22, 24; and thus closed his ministry in 
Barbadoes. On the 19th, there was no service in the 
chapel, in consequence of the governor's refusal to 
interpose on behalf of the persecuted minister; and a 
multitude of persons, previously organized, were suffer­

ed completely to demolish the building, without the 
least attempt being made to check them, either by the 
civil or military authorities. During this disgraceful 
outrage, Mr. Shrewsbury and his wife were exposed to 
the most imminent personal danger; but they provi­
dentially escaped on board a small vessel, then in the 
harbour, and sailed for St. Vincent. The governor 
issued a proclamation, offering a reward of one hundred 
pounds for the conviction o£ the offenders. _ Such was 
the unparalleled effrontery of the rioters, however, that 
they immediately printed and circulated a counter.pro­

clamation, threatening that any person who came for­
ward to impeach one of them, should receive merited 
punishment; stating that no conviction could be ob­
tained, while the parties were firm to themselves; and 
declaring that the chapel was destroyed, not by the 
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rabble of the community, but by gentlemen of the first 
respectability! 

Mter Mr. Shrewsbury's departure, the members of 

society continued to meet in. the dwelling-house of Mrs. 
Gill, a pious widow lady, and " a mother in Israel." 

While assembled in their little meetings, they were fre­

quently threatened with renewed acts of violence, and 

Mrs. G. was twice cited to appear before the Court of 

Grand Sessions; but the Lord delivered them from the 

wrath of their enemies, and these few persecuted disci­

ples of Jesus calmly awaited the return of brighter and 

more peaceful days. 

'Vhen the conduct of the colonists was brought be­

fore the British Parliament, it called forth a warm and 

indignant condemnation of the outrage; but nothing 

was effectually done, either for the future protection of 

the missionaries, or the conviction of the offenders. 

The latter, however, though they evaded the law of 

man, did not escape the justice of God; and it is a noto­

rious fact, that the men who took the most active part 

in the destruction of the Wesleyan chapel in Barbadoes~ 

gradually withered under the blast of his displeasure. 

Thesc opponents to the gospel, not only experienced 

remarkable reverses in their temporal affairs, but most 

of them were brought to a premature end, and died in 

the dark, under circumstances truly admonitory to the 

careless and the wicked. "Verily, there is a God that 
judgetl. in the earth!" 

The re-cstablishment of the Mission was once more 
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confided to the Rev. Moses Rayner, in the year 1825; 

but after a lengthened correspondence with the Go­
vernor, important considerations prevented his landing, 
at that time. In 1826, however, he returned to fulfil 
the im,portant tlUSt confided to him by the Missionary 

Committee, in London. The Mission-house and Chapel, 
in James-street, were rebuilt; and, as the authorities 
now seemed willing to afford the protection of the law 
to the despised followers of the Saviour, the public 
worship of God was again celebrated, under cU'cum­
stances which am~rded some hope of ultlinate success. 

Few places made a more determined resistance to 
the gospel, at an early period of the :r.1ission, than Bar­
badoes; and few places have been more signally visited 
with the awful judgments of Almighty God. The 
persecution had sCaJ:cely died ,away when, in 1831, the 
Island was visited with one of the most terrific hurri­
canes that was ever known. In this fearful catastrophe, 
two thousand five htmdred human beings miserably 
pe~ished; and property was destroyed, to the amount 
of two millions and a half sterling. This signal visita­
tion seriously affected 'the progress of the Mission. 
The Mission-house and chapel in the country, were 
laid in lUinS; while several of the memb~rs of society 
also" suffered the loss @f all things," and were thereby 
rendered unable, as formerly, to support the cause of 
God, which was still dear to their hearts. 

On my arrival in Barbadoes, in 1835, the Mission 
was just recovering from the effects of the storm which 
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had desolated the Island; and the spirit of persecution, 

which had prevailed so many years, was considerably 
abated. The circumstances, therefore, under which I 

entered upon my labours, as compared with those of 

my revered predecessors, were very auspicious. All 
was peace and harmony in the church itself, and there 

were no indications of opposition from without; the 
congregations, both in town and country, were large 

and attentive; and the blessing of God appeared to 
atteud the laboms of his servants. The number of 
persons united with us in church-fellowship, at that 

time, amounted to five ht'ndred and eigltty-sev&n. 

TIeing appointed to reside at Providence, a country 

station, I had ample opportunities of becoming more 
perfectly acquainted with the negro character, in the 

land of their exile, and of observing the conduct of the 
people, in their transition from slayery to freedom. I 
found the cause of religion very low at many of the 

country places; but it pleased the great Head of the 
Church to bless the means employed for the reviyal of 

the work of God, and we were permitted to see consid­
erable improvement. The cOlfgregations, both on the 
sabbath and week nights, increased. Several, who had 
previously made a profession of religion, were quick­
ened in the service of the Lord; and a goodly number, 
who had hitherto liyed in ignorance and sin, became 
sayingly converte(l to God, and united themselves in 
church-fellowship with us. Nearly every night in the 

week I was employed in preaching on the sunounding 
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. plantations; and the people, in general, seemed willing 

to hear the gospel. Bath, Woodlands, Pilgrim Place, 
and Sealy's were regularly visited; and I soon obtained 
an entrance to promising places in St. George's and St. 

Phil~p's ;-parishes which had not previously been fa­

Toured with the laboUl"S of a missionary. 
During the time of slavery, but little could be done, 

in a systematic way, for "the education of the rising 
generation. ' Sabbath schools were established in some 
places, but they frequently met with opposition; and 
I have known a pious female severely persecuted, for 

attempting to teach a "few negro children the " Lord's 
Prayer." But as freedom was now dawning upon the 

country, we felt ourselves called upon to make renewed 
efforts to promote the religious instruction of all classes. 
On the 1st of August, 1834, all the negro children, 
under seven years of age, were declared, free by the 
Emancipation Act. Over these, ~herefore, with the 
concurrence of their parents, we could claim entire 
controul. We therefore commenced teaclling them on 
week-days, . and soon had a prosperous infant school, 
which Mrs. Moister herself taught, till it beCR!Ile so 
large, that she was obliged, with the kind aid of Miss 
Reece, to secure the services of an intelligent coloured 
female, to assist in the good work. It was a most in­
teresting sight, to look upon sixty or seventy little 
black children, nearly all of the same age, learning to 
read the Scriptures; and it was truly delightful to hear 
~heir infant voices singing the praises of Jehovah. 
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Tb,e adults also manifested an . anxious desire to leam 
to read the word of God. My dear wife, therefore, 
commenced an evening school, for the instruction of 
young pcrsons who were engaged in agricultural labour 
during the day; and while I was preaching at remote 
places, she had the Mission-house nearly filled with 
people from the neighbouring estates. They were 
sometimes scarcely dismissed when I returned, and the • 
sound of their voices, as they were plying their lessons, 
reciting their catechism, or singing the evening hymn, 
was as music in my ears. These were happy days of 
humble toil, lind" how sweet their memory still." It 
is a pleasing fact, that our labour was " not in vain in. 

the Lord:" some were induced to give their hearts to 
God, lind to unite themselves to his people. Several 
also derived secular benefit from the instruction they 
received. 'While labouring in another Island, many 
years nfterwards, a respectable looking young man came 
to the Mission-house, and accosted Mrs. M. in a pleas­
ant Rnd familiar manner. She observed, " I have not 
the pleasure of knowing you." "Don't you know me 
ma'am," said he, " I am little Tommy Sayer, whom you 
taught to read in the night school, at Bal'badoes." He 
had improved the little which he lea.med, and was now 
bceomc a merchant, on a small scale, having opened a 
store on his own account. 

In thl' mid~t of the moral darkness in which the 
I~lalld of llarbadoes was so long invoh'ed, Divine Pro­
virlence raised up a firm fr'iend to the Mission cause, in 
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the person of William Reece, Esq., an intelligent and 

respectable planter, owning two large estates in the 
immediate neighbourhood of our residence. Having 
been made a personal partaker of the saving grace of 
God, through the instrumentality of the missionaries, 
he felt a deep interest in the spiritual welfare of his 
own people, and of those on the surrounding plantations. 
"Pilgrim Place," where he resided, was always the 
hospitable home of those men of God who were sent to 

proclaim the glad tidings of salvation to th~ poor 
negr0es. To render the provisi0n for the moral im­
provement of the slaves as permanent as possible, he 
erected a neat little chapel, and a residence for the 

minister, chiefly at his own expense, on a convenient 
piece of land, which he appropriated for this purpose. 
These buildings and grounds were duly conveyed to the 

Connexion; and they still exist, as pleasing monuments 
of his christian zeal and benevolence. Frequently have 
I seen the countenance of that good man lighted up 
with a radiant smile, as he sat in his family pew, when 
the negroes filled the chapel; but, if on any occasion, 
the attendance was small, he appeared anxious and 
sorrowful. 

Soon after our arrival in Barbadoes, onr friend Mr. 
Reece was removed from this world, by a mysterious 
dispensation of Divine Providence. He went to Eng­
land on a visit; and dnring his absence, his letters to 
his fatnily not only breathed a spn:it of affection, for 
which he was so rema.rkablc, but they were richly 



WEST INDIES. 221 

stored with religious sentiments, and gave pleasing 

evidence of his advancement in the divine life. On his 
return home, the vessel " sprung a leak," and was 

obliged to " put back" again. On embarking for Bar­
badocs a second time, Mr. Reece found himself unwell, 

having taken a severe cold. The sickness increased; 
and after lingering for a few days, he died at sea, in the 

faith and hope of the gospel, in the month of Novem­
ber, 1835, attended by his favourite little black boy 
" James," who had accompanied him to Europe. 

Wbcn the vessel, by which Mr. Reece was expected, 

arrived in Carlisle Bay, several of his friends hastened 
to town to receive him; but :1I1rs. R. being exceedingly 
anxious, requested me to drive over to the "Hope" 
estate, thc residence of his brother, to meet him. I did 

so: but soon returned without him, and had to perform 
the melancholy duty of divulging to his bereaved family 
the mournful tidings of his death. This was a severe 
stroke to his poor widow, and his brother and sisters, 
to whom he was united by the strongest ties of affec­

tion. The scene which followed may be more easily 
imagined than described. Nothing was to be heard 
but mourning, lamentation, and woe; especially among 
his own people, by whom he was much beloved. On 
the following sabbath, I preached his funeral sermon to 
a c1eeply affected audience, which consisted chiefly of 
negl"Ol's, who shewed their respect for the deceased by 
nppl'uring in mourning. "'hen Mr. Reece's will was 
opened, it was found, that after making ample provision 
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for his family connections, he had bequeathed to the 
" Wesleyan Missionary Society," at the death of his 
widow, one half of the entire proceeds of his two 
estates, in perpetuity; as well as an acre of land, and a 

. small cottage, to each of the negroes who had been his 
slaves, II<! he kindly said, " in memory of their working 
days together." I am happy to add, that Mrs. Reece 
has continued to manifest the kindest feelings to the 
missionaries and their families, since the lamented 
death of her dear husband. 

During the first year of our residence in Barbadoes, 
we were called to experience one of those violent hur­
ricanes for which this Island is so remarkable; but, 
occurring in the day time, it was not so awfully fatal in 
its results as those of former years. The following 
letter, addressed at the time to the General Secretaries 
of the ",V" esleyan Missionary Society," contains an 
accoUnt of this serious visitation. 

Providence, Bwrbarloes, September 18th, 1835. 

Dear Fathers and Brethren, 
r am aware that every thing which relates to the prosperity of 

the work of God, the welfare of your missionaries, or the danger 
of mission property, is regarded by you with feelings of deep in­
terest; therefore, I hasten to give you a brief account of another 
dreadful hurricane with which this Island has been visited, from 
which you will see that we have abundant cause for gratitude to 
the Almighty who has graciously preserved us amid surrounding 
danger. 

On the morning of the 3rd instant, the wind blew fresh from 
the east, and the clouds gathered in black and dense masses to­
wards the north, wit.h fl'equent gusts of wind, which increased in 
violence about ten o'clock at m., and excited our apprehensions 
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that a storm was approaching. In order to secure, if possihle, the 
house and the chapel, we made fast the doors and the windows, 
and used every other nece~sary precaution. 'lie now saw that a 
hurricane was regularly set in. The wind was furious beyond 
expression, and the min feU in torrents. Through the gloom, we 
sow, at a distance, several small houses completely blown down j 
Bnd the poor people fled to the M lssion-house for shelter, terror 
and dismay ueing seen in every countenance. Providence Mis­
sion-house and chapel being on an elevated situation, we began 
to fear for their safety. Our alarm was soon increased, by ob­
serving the roof of the stable, and other out-buildings, completely 
lifted up and removed out of i15 place, with tbe violence of the 
wind. Remembering that a good horse was killed on this station, 
in the hurricane of 1831, I succeeded, with some difficulty, in 
liberating ours from the stable, before it should be buried in the 
ruins. I had only just returned into the house, when the whole 
of the kitchen roof and chimney were carried away, a part of 
which fell, with a tremendous crash only a few yards from the 
place where we stood. We now retreated into the hall, and 
in Q. few minutes afterwards, a part of the roof over one of the 
bed room9 WIl.8 blown away; while, at the same time, the ceiling 
of the room in which we were assembled, was moying in such a 
manner, with the violence of the tempest, that we expecterl every 
moment the remaining part of the house would be demolished. 
Although the rain was still falling in torrents, we saw that we 
mU8t flee for our lives. 'Ve had already packed up, in boxes and 
trunks, such small articles and papers as we thought might 
receive damage. We therefore left the house to its fate, and 
sought a partial shelter in a field of canes, at a short distance. 
Besides .Mrs. ?tJotster and myself, there wcre Miss Hovell, a 
young friend on a visit, and a number of people who had fled to 
us for refuge, when their own houses were destroyed. In 
('rOtHiing oyer to the cane-plcce, it was with great difficulty that 
wr kf'pt on our feet. 'Ve were obliged, on one occasion, to cling 
to Borne Rrnall tree8, to prevent our being blown away. Had you 
spen UIJ Btanding in the trench, ankle~deep in water and mud, 
fouluralcd with rain, and shivering with cold, patiently awaiting 
the lCSUlt of this awful visitation, I know your sympathies would 
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have been excited, and. JOU would have united your prayers 'wi.th 
ours for our preservation. 'Ve were thankful to observe, that the 
walls of t.he house and chapel still stood, although shingles and 
boards were blown away in rapid succession. About two o'clock, 
p . m. the storm abated a little, and I ventured up to the house. 
You may imagine the condition in which I found it. The rooms, 
beds, furniture, and every thing, were completely drenched. As 
the wind was still high, I did not think it prudent to remain; 
and haYing secured, with some difficulty, a few loaves of bread, 
&0., I returned, and divided these among h,-enty or thirty people. 
N ever was nourishment taken at a more needful time: and I at­
tribute the preservation of our health, under Providence, to this 
seasonable supply. As soon as the storm abated, a little more, 
w~ entered the house, and began to 'Put the things in order as 
well as we could. Throughout the whole of this trying scene, I 
am happy to say, our minds were kept in perfect peace, and we 
were enabled to put our trust in Him who doeth all .th-ings well. 

In a few days, we had the roof of our house re-placed, and the 
necessary repairs completed. While looking around us, on the 
sufferings and losses of our neighbours, we see abundant cause 
for gratitude to our Heavenly Father, for his preserving care and 
goodness. III the immediate neighbourhood of PrO'Vidence, the 
poor have suffered much: with few exceptions. their houses are 
entirely destroyed. We hav~ opened the chapel, as a place of 
shelter; many have slept in it, every night since the hurricane; 
and we ha,'e endeavoured, to the utmost of our power, to supply 
their wants, and keep them from stan-ation. Many of our mem­
bers, who were only just recovering from the storm of 1831, are 
now reduced to a state of great dif.itress. 

In other parts of the Island, also, hundreds of houses have been 
destroyed; but, providentially, not many lives have been lost on 
shore. At sea, however, the loss of life and property has been 
very great. In Carlisle Bay, several boats were upset, and the 
crews were drowned j while a number of larger vessels were to­
tally wrecked on the coast., ai/d some went out to sea, and have 
never been heard of since. 

L 'ast Sabbath, T preached in Bridge Town, and endea,'oured to 
improve this awful visi~ation of Divine Proyidence, when a very 
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affecting incident occurred. Before I went into the pulpit, Cap­
tain Weeks, of the brig" Hebe," handed to me a note, contain­
ing a request, that public thanks might be returned to Almighty 
God, for his goodness in saving himtlelf and his men from a 
watery grave, when their vessel was dismasted at sea, during the 
b urricane. The interest of this service was enhanced by the 
presence of the sailofs, as well as that of the captain, who was a 
pious man. The congregation united most heartily in this act of 
thanksgiving, Ilnd nearly every eye was suffused with tears while 
we Bung, " I'll praise my Maker while 1 have breath," &c. 

A Bubscription ba~ been commenced, for the relief of the suf­
ferers from the earthquake, which already amounts to nearly six 
thousn.nd dollars; and we trust this awful visitation will be 
sanctified to the good ofthe people. 

Sincerely desiring an interest in your prayers, 
I remain, yours affectionately, 

To the General 8ecretaries of the } W. M." 
Wesleyan Mission,,..,}, Society. 

The district meeting of 1836 commenced, in Bridge 
Town, on thc 30th of April; and the reports from the 
respective stations werc of a very cheering character. 
On the following day, however, a feeling of gloom was 
cast over the minds of the brethren by the death of the 
Rev. T. Crosthwaite, a devoted missionary, who, after 
lingering for some time in pulmonary consumption, 
finished his course with joy. In the evening, I preach­
ed at Bath, from Numbers, x..-"iii. 10. "Let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his !" 
This painful affliction was soon followed by another. 
About a fortnight afterwards, Mrs. Crosthwaite lost her 
little (bughter, by death; and returned to England, a 
lonely widow, leaving the remains of those most dear 
to her on earth, intelTed in James-street Chnpel yard. 

p 
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How many tales of domestic bereavement do the annals 

or mission31'y labour unfold to our view! but, it is a 
cheering thought, that those who fall in the Mission­
field, die in a good cause i- being found faithful unto 
death, they" rest from their labours, and their works 
do follow them." 

At the time I laboured in B31'badoes, and in subse­
quent years, the encouraging success of the Mission 
was as remarkable, as had been the barrenness of its 
aspect, and the opposition it encountered, at an eadier 
period. This will appear from the following brief no­
tices of the respective stations, now occupied by the 

" VV' esleyan Missionary Society" throughout the Island. 
BRIDGE TOWN. In this city, we have two excellent 

chapels, two ministers' residences, and a good day­
school, with a prosperous cause in all its departments. 
James-street Chapel is a plain, but substantial building, 
with galleries on three sides, and will acco=odate 
about eight hundred persons. Bethel Chapel, in Bay­
street, is a neat gothic structure: it was erected in 
1844, under the direction of the Rev. William Fidler, 
and will also seat about eight hundred. Both places of 
wor,ship are well attended; and, for respectability, in­
telligence, and piety, the congregations would bear a 
comparison with those of more highly favoured coun­
tries. The mission31'ies who reside in B10idge Town, 

have not only the pastoral care of these large societies; 
Dut, during the week, they visit Dalkeith., near the gar­
rison, Belmont, and Pa.yne's Bay, where we have neat 
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little chapels, that will accommodate from sixty to one 
hundred and fifty persons each. There are also other 

minor places which claim their attention, beside the 
periodical sabbath appointment, to each of the country 

stations throughout the circuit. 
PROVIDEXCE is situated in the parish of Christ­

church, and about eight miles from Bridge Town. This 
is a delightful station, so far as the locality is concerned. 

The Chapel is a good stone building, and will seat about 
four hundred persons. Though the attendance is gen­
erally very good, it is a matter of regret, that the cause 
of God here has not been so pl'osperous as at many 

other places. The Mission-house is also substantially 
built of stone, and nearly adjoins the chapel. It stands 
on a moderate elevation, commanding a charming view 
of the BUM'ounding country, and the waters of the At.. 
lantic in the distance. Its situation also is remarkably 
healthy, and I found it, altogether, a most delightful 
residence. From Providence, the missionary extends 
his visits to various important places in St. Philip's, St. 

Georgp'.1, and the estates in the neighbourhood, with 
grelLt advantage to the people. 

ElJENEZER. This is the name given to a station, in 
the pnl'ish of St. Philip, in commemoration of the di­

vine goodness by which the gospel was first introduced 
to that dark and benighted part of the Island. In the 
month of July, 1835, Miss Jane Hinds and Miss Fran­
ces Colemore, two pious members of our church in 
Bridge Town, visited Crane, a celebrated bathing place 

1'2 
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'at the east end of the Island, for the benefit of their 
·health. During their stay, they embraced every oppor­

hmity for conwrsation and prayer with the people; and 
'when 'I paid them a visit, a few days after their arrival, 
they collected their neighbours together, to whom I 
expounded that part of the third chapter of St. John' s 
'gospel which relates to the new birth. They had never 
'before heard this doctrine; and expressed an earnest 

'wish that I would retum, and tell them more about 
," these things." I did so: but, after preaching a few 

' times in a labouring man's house, I found that a dance 
had been held in the same place, and plainly told them, 
that they must give up dancing, or I must remove the 
preaching. They unanimously agreed to abandon their 
world'ly amusements, and I pl'Oceeded as before. The 

· Lord graciously applied the word to the hearts of the 
hearers, and several were savingly converted to the 

·faith of the gospel. This was the commencement of a 
· work of God that has seldom been surpassed in thc 
· history of modem Missions. I continued to visit St. 
Philip's, not only on week· nights, but frequently on the 
sabbath; and, for a length of time, I sCarcely el'er 
preached without some being added to the number of 
those who believed. An interesting class of upwards 

,'of twenty members was soon formed, which I met at 
the close of'the public service. The number continued 
to increase; and, in a few years, class-leaders and local­

' preachers were raised up; a commodious chapel was 
'erected, capable of seating about six hunch'ed p~ople; 
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and the good work was extended to Supers, near Cod-, 
rington College; to Shrewsbury, a place 80 called in 
honour of the once persecuted missionary; to Dunean's, 
a promising new place; and to Parish Hill, in St. Jo­
seph'.; besides other places of minor importance.'" 

S l'EIGBrS TowN. The Mission was commenced, at 
this pIaoe, hy the Rev. James Aldis, in 1835. The 
people had been previously favoured with the visits of 
the late Miss Christian Gill, through whose pions 
6rt11 they were in some measure prepared to receive 
the SOSML A commodious chapel-school has been 
eftIaIIed, to accommodate about four hundred people, in 
wlUoh divine worship is celebrated on the sabbath, and 
a Po lOhoul taught during the week. This station is, 
at preseat, deprived of the advantage of a resident 
miuiItar. and supplied partly from town, and partly by 
an ~t local preacher, who has charge of the day 

'the 'Ref. George Ranyell, who has recently laboured with 
JIIIlclJtliaaHe, in &hat part of the Mission field, says, in a letter 
wlllAllJ 1"9ll1'iTell from bim, dated Barbadoes, September 25th, 
111411-'" W. are doing well in St. Philip's; where, I believe, 
yilb Gdid4lehiiad"the Mission, a number of years ago. We bave 
JIlrw-.~rahjtp.ltbllre· of eigJat hundred members; and, so greatly 
1I"b.~I9r/""I~ " p.lIIDGI84, tbat &he places in that neighbourhood 

for two missionaries; but we are 
'( frequently bear bonour",ble mention 

't1IIfI'l111l1li~"lIom8 of our beat leaders and members, 
through your instrumentality, and 

l'!D with sincere afi"ection. In this I do 
tiln ~ rejoice with me. May theBe, witli 

:v. the< • ctown of 0\11" rejoi:cing in tbe day of tll{ 



230 MISSIONARY MEMORIALS. 

school. St. Lucy is also supplied in the same manner. 
SCOTLAND. That pa.rt of Barbadoes which bears this 

honoured name, is a deep valley or glen, on a large 
scale, opening . to the sea in the eastern part of the 
Island, the sides of which are very precipitous, and the 
scenery somewhat bold and romantic. On a small 
estate, called "Murphys," 1;>elonging to Miss Hinds, 
preaching was commenced about the year 1834, Miss 
C. Gill having been made very useful in this place 
also, and the gospel of Christ has extended its influence 
ever since. A chapel-school has also been erected 
here, to accommodate about one hundred and fifty ' 
persons, both for the purp0ses of divine worship, and 
tuition. The station is tegula.rly visited by the mis­
sionaries; and the day school is under the care of a 
zealous and devoted Ioeal preacher, who not only takes 
his turn in supplying the respective chapels, but also 
extends his labours to the neighbouring estates. 

We have now, on the various stations in Barbadoes, 
t/.,.ee missionaries, ten chapels, foe day sC/lOols, ten sum­

day schools, one thousand /0"" /,uncb'ed and ninety-fi'Ve 

scholars, and two thousand one hund"ed and ·thirty-fol.lr 

members in chu,·ch-fellowship. So mightily has the 
word of God prevailed. 

Mter labouring for about two years, in Barbadoes, 
we were appointed to St. Vincent, and reluctant.ly took 
leave of a dear ' people wh0 will e"er live in our affec­
tionate ~emembrance. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE ISLAND OF ST. VINCENT. 

View of tlte windward cOlUlt--Aboriginal Inhabitants-Settled by 
the Fl'ench-Captured In) tlte English-Carib War-P"osperity 
of the Colony -Aspect of tlte Country-Souffrier Mountain­
Botanical Garden-Mineral Springs-To1lms and Villages­
Stat. of Religion and 'Morals- Wesleyan Missions-Dr. Coke's 
~isits-Persecution-- Prosperity of the Work-Effects of Emanci­
pati01v- Observatiom-Sltipwreck--Mission Sw,tiorts ;-KlNGS­

TOWN :-LayO"u, Barrowalie, and Chateaubelair. BIABOU:­

Cailiaqua, Oalder, plariaqua, Union, arid George T()U)'n. 

ON the afternoon of Tuesday, the lOth of January, 
1837, we left Barbadoes and embarked for our new sta­

tion, by an American sloop called the" Dove." The 
passage being only a distance of eighty miles, direct.ly 
before the wind, it is generally made with tolerable 
certainty. Although the weather was fine, the motion 
of the vessel was rather disagreeable; and after a sleep­
less night, from tossing on the mighty deep, I rose 
early in the morning and went on deck, just as the sun 
was rising above the eastern horizon, and clearly beheld 
the Island of St. Vincent, as it lay before us. The 
general outline of its appearance,,is bold and romantic; 
presenting to the view, in many places on the wind­
ward coast, steep and rugged precipices, washed by the 
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foaming billows of the Atlantic; above which may be 
seen, in the distance, lofty mountains covered to their 
summits with the richest verdure. On sailing down 
the coast, within a few miles of the shore, the prospect 
is more varied. 'We could clearly distinguish the 

buildings on the estates; as well as the gently sloping 
hills, the sides of which were covered with sugar cane, 
and intersected with C0coa-nut and palmist trees, grace­
fully waving in the wind. 

About ten o'clock, a. m., we rounded Zion Point, and 
came to anchor in Kingstown Bay, with one of the 
most delightful prospects before us that I ever beheld. 
The scene from the shipping in the harbour is one of 
combined beauty and grandeur, and cannot fail to strike 
the beholder with admiration and delight. On the 
l'ight hand, may be seen Zion Hill, with its flag-staff 
and signals fio!bting in the breeze; and, on the left, is 
Fort Charlotte, occupying an elevated rocky eminence, . 
with its barracks, draw-bridge, and frowning battery; 
while Kingstown lines the margin of the bay, having a 
smooth sandy beach in front, and towering mountains 
behind, completely clothed with the richest foliage. 
Altogether it presents to the view an amphitheatre on a 
grand and magnificent scale; the back ground mountain 
scenery of which is enlivened by the appearance, at 
intervals, of dwelling-houses, embosomed among trees of 
the liveliest green and of singular beauty. 

On landing, we were kindly received by the Rev. 
Everet Vigis, the resident minister of Kmgstown; and 
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I preached in the evening to a dcvout and attentive 

congregation. On the following day, we proceeded to 

our station, at Calliaqua; and the people among whom 
we were appointed to labour, hailed our arrival with 

gratitude and joy. The following brief sketch of the 

country is presented to the reader, as preparatory to an 
account of the progress and results of missionary labours. 

This Island, which is situated, in latitude 13' 15' 

north, and longitude 61 0 12' west, at an equal distance 

from Barbadoes and Grenada, was discovered by Col­
unIbus, on the 23rd of January, 1498, the day dedicated 

to St. Vincent in the Romish calendaJ:; but, for some 
cause unlmown to us, it appears to havc bcen overlook­

ed or ncglectcd, by European adventurcrs, for many 
years after several of the other West India Islands had 

been colonized. Hence, it became a place of refuge for 
the native Indians, who fled from the presence of the 

cruel Spaniards. For this purpose it was peculiarly 
adapted, by its rugged mountains, nwnerous ri,Yers, and· 
pleasant valleys. The tall and majestic trees, which 

were to be found in every dil'ection, were suitable for 
native canoes; and the shores abounded with excellent 
fish. At an early period, the number of its inhabi­

tants was considerably increased by the arriml of a 
race of Africans ;-the origin of which has never been 
correetly ascertained. They were probably a cargo of 
slaves, wrecked on the coast, and received by the na­
tives as brethren. These so far intermixed with the 
real aborigiues, that their descendants formed a distinct 
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tribe, called the black Caribs; while the others were 
known as the red Caribs. These two tribes occupied 

separate tracts of land, and frequently waged war with 
each other. In 1719, the French from Martinique, 
availing themselves of this difference, fitted out an 
expedition against the Island, professedly to assist the 
red Caribs; but, on their an-ival, they found them un­
willing to act against their sable brethren, and were 
repulsed with considerable loss. 

The French, several years afterwards, formed a settle­
ment, however, with the consent of the black Caribs, 
who were the stronger party; and the colonists were 
considerably increased in number, by arrivals, both 
from Enrope and the neighboilling Islands. About 
twenty years after its commencement, when the colony' 
numbered eight hundred whites, and three thousand 
negro slaves, it was captnred by the British; and ulti­
mately ceded to us in perpetuity, by the treaty of 
peace between England and France, in 1763. 

The colony now received a large accession of planters 
from North America, and the British Islands of Barba­
does and Antigua; but such was the rigonr with which 
the English treated the French and the Caribs, requir­
ing them to re-pnrchase the lands which were in 
their occupation, that many of the former left the Island, 
and the latter manifested consideI'able dissatisfaction. 

In the year 1771, when the cultivation was rapid­
ly extending, the British attempted to take posses­
sion of certain lands beyond the river Yamboo, which 



WEST INDIES. 235 

had hitherto been claimed by the Caribs. They met 
_ a most determined resistance, and thus commenced 

• first Carib war, which was not only a great annoy­

.. to the planters, but vel]' serious in its conse­
f1ences. It was not long, however, before the natives 

1ftre entirely subdued; and articles of peace were sign­

ri: by both parties, securing to the Caribs a large tract 
ottlte best land in the Island, in the district of Grand 

8a.b1e. But these articles were wantonly "iolated by 
.. &ithless Indians, who, in 1779, aided the French in 

.. IIMIaik upon the Island, which was then in a very 
~ state, and they gained possession of it with­

cnft.ithe loss of a man. The colony, on this occasion, 
JlIimIdbed in the possession of the French for four years; 

...,1VIhioh time, they treated the British residents 
peat severity. In 1 iS3, in consequence of the 
~ treaty between the courts of London and 

1'1IiRIII .... Ili.iVinceIIt was again restored to the English, in 

" . paa_ion it has since continued. The colony 
just recovering from the effects of the invasion, 

__ i\Iilt '1'798, the Caribs again arose; and, in con­

tlIe French revolutionists f.rom Martinique, 

to take possession of the Island, 
hM_~._ to put all the EngliRh to death. This 

"'J1lA1II •• lJiIll1Olllttllmt of the second Carib war, which 

.lIIJ._"';~D" or hundreds of lives, and in the 
~ •• ~.;liIl.:.au:lOtIIllt of propcrty. The united 

. !IJlj .... iiH. _ Caribs, laid waste the whole 

if'l"~uollr-.... their numbers and power, 
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that they repeatedly possessed themselves of every im­
portant post in the Island ;-the English being confined 
to Kingstown, and hemmed in on every side. Mter 
being engaged in various conflicts, which occupied 
several months, re-inforcements anived, a vigorous 

effort was ma~e, and the enemy was completely routed. 
Most of the French were taken as prisoners of war; 
and, as no more confidence could be placed in the faith­
less Caribs, a large number of tpem were removed, first 
to the Island of Baliseau, a,nd afterwards to Honduras 

Bay, where their posterity still exist as a distinct race 
of people. Those who al'e still fotmd in St. Vincent, 
about four hundred in number, scarcely ever associate 
with the negroes, and are remarkable only for their 
indolence and apathy. They are fond of fishing, and 

occupy plots of ground, allowed them by government. 
On the restoration of peace, the planters and mer­

chants addressed themselves to their respective callings, 
with diligence; and the colony was soon favoured with 
a cheering measure of commercial and agricultural 
prosperity. Extensive tracts of virgin land were brought 
tmder profitable cultivation, substantial buildings were 
erected on the respective estates, and an extensi,c 
traffic was carried on with England and other coun­
tries. In the meantime, the population was rapidly 
increasing, by the arrival of additional settlers from the 
mother country, and the introduction of numerous car­
goes of negro slaves from the coast of Africa. 

The topogmphical aspect 'of the interior ofthe Island 
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bears a striking resemblance to that of the coast; to 
which reference has already been made. It is generally 
ruggcd and mountainous, with here and there a fertile 
valley; and in many places the scenery is of a peculiarly 
bold and romantic character. The cultivation is almost 
cntirely confined to a narrow belt of land, varying from 
onc to two miles broad, and extending along the mal'­
gin of the sea nearly round the Island; while the 
mountains in the centre, are left to their native wild­
ness. The whole country is watered by numerous 
rivers, which not only tend to fertilize the beautiful 
valleys through which they flow, but are made available 
for the watcr mills employed in the manufacture of 
sugar, rum, and arrow-root,-now the staple articles of 
exports. The roads are gcnerally hilly, and are there­
fore not well adapted for w heel-vehicles; but, of late 
years, they haNe been kept in good ' repair; and tra­
yelling on horseback is by no means difficult. 

TIlC Island of St. Vincent is evidently of volcanic 
origin; and one of the most striking objects in its 
gencral outlinc is, the So~iffi'iel" 1l1ountain, the most 
northern of a lofty chain, which rises to an elevation of 
about thrce thousand fect above the level of the sea. It 
is chiefly remarkable for the eruption, which occurred 
in the year 1812. Previous to this period, a crater was 
situated a short distance from the summit of the moun­
tain, nearly half-a-mile in diameter, and about six 
hundred feet deep. At thc bottom of this immense 
basin stood It conical rocky hill, about two hundred fect 
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high, with a considerable body of water around its 
base. These solitary wilds had witnessed no convulsion 

for about one hundred years; when, on Monday, the 
17th of April, about noon, the inhabitants residing in 
the neighbourhood were alarmed by a peculiar tremu­
lous motion of the earth, and a rumbling noise in the 
air. Soon afterwards, a column of black smoke was 
seen issuing from the crater, and the heavens were 
literally darkened by the dense clouds which inter­
cepted the rays of the sun, while a pet·petual shower of 
calcined earth and ashes fell on all below. This pul­
verized substance covered the decks of vessels at sea, 
and was carried, by an upward current of wind, as far 
as Barbadoes." On Tuesday the awful scene continued; 
the sJ:tower of dust and small cinders increased, and 
covered the earth, insomuch ,that not a blade of grass 
0< even a leaf of vegetation was to be seen for many 
miles. On Thursday, the 30th, the awful catastrophe 
came to a crisis. On that day, the whole Island was 

• The thundering noise of the eruption was distinctly heard 
in the neighbouring colonies j but in Barbatloes, the effects were 
most severely felt, alt.hough at a distance of eighty miles to wind­
ward. Considerable damage was done to the cultivation by the 
asbes which descended in showers, on every part of the Ilountry; 
and the volcanic matter formed a cloud so dense as to intercept 
the rays of the SUD. The inhabitants, being totally ignorant of the 
cause of this phenomenon, were struck with terror and amaze­
ment. Some thought the world was coming to an end; and be­
took themselves to prayer and supplication, which they had pre­
viously neglected. The places of worship were thrown open, 
and people might be seen plodding their way to the chapel, by 
the light of a lantern, at noon-day i-such was the darkness and 
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agitated by several violent shocks of an earthquake, suc­
ceeding each other in rapid succession. The rumbling 
noise increased; and the dreadful explosion which fol­
lowed, hu been compared to the simultaneous discharge 
at all the artillery in the world. In the meantime, the 
MOWer af uhes abated, and the most eccentric and 
md lightning played around the summit of the moun­
tain, whilst immense streams of liquid fire were poured 
fotth, u from a boiling caldron, and worked their 
way to the sea, in various directions. . The Caribs, at .orne Randle, u well as the negroes and other in­
ba'bitimts in the vicinity of the mountain, were seized 
Wltli CODBternation, and fled from their dwellings in 
diMiiai. On the following day, the strcam of burning 
1IMl deaaed to flow, and the threatened visitation passed 

• 'l'hroogh the good Providence of God, not many 
H9N'Were lost; but considerable damage was done to 
tlIiII htion, and it was a long time before the 
'IO'fj1lll""il district recovered its wonted verdure. 

the SciutFrier Mountain, in company 
J. Blackwell; and again, in 1847, with 

.. ,_la._ 1I11U.d was enveloped, and so great was the 
........... ~ lll..,.illed 1UD0ng tbe people for tbe safety of tbeir 
."~~It,eGllliJn.lDg few leveral bOUIS, the shower of asbes 

and the sun once more burst forth 
of tbe people, and discovering 

a thick layer of eruptive 
"~1III1!IJ: 7tI~ eolterwlllMs. when digging in my 

quantity of tbi. Soulfrier duit ; 
&PJ~lIU1Ile of rott.en-stone, the particles 

1irIlIiIit....-u ..... 



240 MISSIONARY ~1iEMORIALS. 

the Rev. ""V. Ritchie. On both occasions, I was much 
interested in contemplating the wonderful works of 
God, as there displayed. The ascent is steep and 
rugged, and it requires four hours constant exertion to 
reach the summit, which is said to be six miles from 

" Lot Fourteen," the highest estate on the windward 
side of the Island. The" dry river," and the" rocky 
ravine" shew the principal track of the lava, on the 
occasion of the eruption; .and the frequent appearance 
of trees turned into charcoal, and of clay converted into 
brick, still exhibit the sad effects of that catastrophe. 
Since the eruption, there are two craters; the old and 
the new. The old crater is now a vast deep lake; the 
smface of the water being several hundred feet below 
the brink. The conical hill which once occupied the 
centre, has almost disappeared below the deep blue 
water. The new crater bears all the marks of a recent 
eruption; the sides being, in many places, destitute of 
vegetation, and having otily a little muddy water at one 
,corner of the bottom. On my last visit, I succeeded, 
with some difficulty, in descending to the bottom of the 
new crater. The view from thence is awfully grand, 
and I shall not soon forget the feelings with which I 
there contemplated the eruption of 1812: I could say 
with the Psalmist, " Come, behold the works of the 
Lord; what desolation he hath made in the earth!" 

This Island once possessed a public establishment of 
great repute, called the" Botanical Garden," situated 
about a mile from Kingstown: It consisted of thirty 
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acres of land, tastefully laid out, and fUl11ished with 

rare and valuable plants, some of which were natural to 

the Island, and others exotics, collected from the East 
Indies and from South America. Here the nutmeg, 

clove, mld cinnamon trees flourished, as well as the 

useful bread-fruit plant, brought from the South Sea 
Islands by Captain Bligh, in 1793. For some time, 

the government took a lively interest in this establish­
ment; but of late years it has been allowed to go to 

ruin. Several of the plants have been removed to 
Trinidad, the rest have been neglected, and the once 

famous botanical garden is now nothing more than a 
wild forest of rare and beautiful trees. There are to be 

found, however, in various parts of the Islmld, in 
private gardens, numerous specimens of the exotics of 
the east. The nutmegs, cloves, and cinnamon which 

grow in the Mission-garden, at Calliaqua, are equal to 
any imported from India; and the bread-fruit tree 
flourishes on almost eyery estate, and produces an 

m·ticle of food, now generdlly used by all classes of the 

inhabitants. 
The only other natural curiosities, of any note, are, 

two mineral springs, called" Belleair Spa" and" Mar­
iaqua Spa." The first is three milcs from Kingstown, 
and the latter about twe],-e. The water of these wells 

has never bcen properly analyzed; but the first appears 
to partake chiefly of saline, and the other of chalybeate 
properties. 111ey are both esteemed for their refresh­
in~ and medicinal virtues_ Belleair Spa is easy of 

Q 
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access, being approached by a road; but that OE Mar­

iaqua is more difficult, being situated in the "nterior of 

the Island, remote from the public high-way, and at a 

consiclerable distance from any plantation or settlement. 

In the animal kingdom, this Island affords a consider­

able valiety of species. A careful examination of these 

would, doubtless, richly re-pay the laboUl's of the 

na1iuralist. The woodR a bound in beantiful birds; the 
guana, matt, and snake, are · very numerous. vVe are 

ver? much troubled with an animal, about the size of a 

small cat. called the manacoo. This mischievous little 

creature is constantly watching ' for opportunities to 

attack' and carry off the fowls, whilst roosting in the 

trees around the houses ;- sometimes we have lost as 

many as three in one night, by its depredations. 

Kingstown, the capital of the colony, is remarka.ble 

only for its singular and romantic situation. It lies in 

the , bottom of a splendid amphitheatre of mountains, 

and is strongly fortified. The number of its inhabitants 

may be estimated at 'six thonsand. The town consists 
(',hiefly of two streets, which run parallel . with each 

oth£'r: some of the houses are constrncted of wood, and 

others of stone. The Court-house and 'Vesleyan Chapel 

are substantial and elegant buiMings. The English 
Church is also a solid structure; and though it is 

stated, tllat £42,000 were expended in its erection, it is 
not distinguished for its architectural beauty. It pos­
:scsses, however, one orna;ment of great value ;-n 
lI'earty, 'zea:lous, liberaJ.-minded clergyman. The other 
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l1Jtu.ef YQr8hip, a Scotch Church and a Roman Cath­
""'~IP" also plain buildings. The GOl"ernment-

ab_a mile from Kingstown, is a neat edifice. 
~ ill a beautiful village, or suburb to the capi­
tall .... mad to Fort Charlotte, and contains several 
....,. ~_. the ~sidences of merchants and govern­

~~. Calliaqua, George Town, Layou, Bar­
.tIii and Cllatllaubelair, are considerable villages, in 
~ parte of the Island; there are others also, of 
..... 1Io .. quence. which have sprung up since eman­
-.1IIIII_;r •. ,lBd.eed, almost every plantation has its negro 

with.. lit population of two or three hundred in-

lIJaad i.e ahout twenty-five miles in length. and 
.... lmllld.l;h; and contains a populn.tion of twenty­

The principal portion of the people 

.MI~l:iclllO.sllllnt; but the Europeans are English • . t!lI._!lilt-~ 8ZI:d Portuguese. No people could be 

i=I==::~: were the inhabitants of St. Yin-
~ &ee, at the close of the eighteenth 

=11====~!&St attracted the attention of the 

r chtll$tl!mJj$ and superstitious prac­
.""iMP.t18 scm'cely known; and 

for all classes. 
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society, without restraiut; and the entire colony was 

almost destitute, even of the forms " of religion. The 
Island had been divided into five parishes, it is tme; 
but there was not a chUTch iu anyone of them. The 
only sanctuary which had eyer been erected for the 

worship of God was demolished by a hUTricane, which 
occurred in 1780. There was but one clergyman for 
the whole country; and he officiated in the Court­
hOll£e, in Kingstown, to a" few whitps ;- the poor ne­

groes being totally unpronded for. 
Such was the spiritl\al destitution of this interesting 

Island, when, on Tuesday, the 9th of January, 1787, a 

schooner entered Kingstown Bay, the an-ivaI of which 
was destined, in the order of Divine Providence, to 
commence a moral revolution, scarcely exceeded since 
the days of the apostles. The yessel was from Autigua ; 
and shortly after she came to anchor, there was seen 
landing from her, a gentleman of small statUTe, bland 
open cOlmtenance, and clerical appearance, accompanied 
by three other persons, who were also strangers. These 
were the Rey. Dr. Coke, and Messrs. Baxter, Clarke, 
and Hammett, his missionary companioru, who had 
come to proclainl the glad tidiugs of salvation, to all 
who were willing to hear. Divine Providence again 
opened the way before the messengers of his mercy. 
They were introduced to a }Ir. Claxton, who had heard 
the gospel in Antigua, and in whose house the zealous 
Doctor preached the same evening, to an attentive 
congregation. The kind reception with which the 
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~es met, in Kingstown, was regarded as a 
~ for good; and, the next day, they proceeded into 

iOIrAtry, on a visit to a Mr. Clapham, and to wait 
41illither gentlemen, to whom they had letters of intro­
~ They held an interesting religious service in 

lap parlour of Mr. C., and then proceeded on 
~, much encouraged by the favourable pros­

which were opening before them. Wherevl'r 
~ they were received with that kindness and 

~ty for which the Weet India planters have 
lIiI!eIL remarkable, when favourably impressed 

I11III __ elmmcter and object of their visitors. When 

11811 •• was introdubed, as the missionary appointed 
.!JI.t~itI the leland, the proprietors generally ex­
•• ,.fJllI!f1" teadiness to admit him to their respective ____ .'1br the purpose of instructing their slaves. 

of the missionaries to town, after an 
or three days, they found that Mr. _.illy engaged a large warehouse, which 

lIS a. ehapel; and had provided suit­
.l/IlithJI!J: ral' the missionary. Thus promis­
_~lIIitbDei!mllnt of the Wesleyan Mission, 

• __ lplii8ht~d the object of their visit, 

~;=:=:': 'Proceeded to Dominica. ill however, so rapidly 

"'R=Ct:t:;:=St~.~V~in;tcent, that Mr. iii! demands that 
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fore, returned to his assistance. The united labours of 

these men of God were greatly blcssed, both in attract. 

ing numbers to bear the gosllel, aud in tbe convcrsion 

of many souls. 

Altbough the missionaries chiefly directed tbeir at· 

tention to the negro slaves, tbey "'ere not unmindful of 

the war· like Caribs, "I\·ho then occupied the windwa.rd 

part of tbe Island. A distinct Mission ,~as cOlllmcnccd, 

specially for their benefit ;~suitable buildings were 

erected, and a school.master and his wife were sent out 

from England. Mr. and Mrs. Baxter resided in the 

Carib.cOlmtry nearly two years, doing all that cbristian 

zeal and :kindness could suggest for the conversion of 

the natives; but it was all in vain. Scarcely any im. 
pression 'was made upon the minds of this barbarous 

people, and before the Carib war broke out, the mis· 

siona.ries retired from that part of the Island, again to 

labour among the slave.population. 
In the month of December, 1788, Dr. Coke returned 

to St. Yincent; and brought Mr. Gamble with him, to 

'assist Mr. Clarke in tbe English department of the 

'Work, while Mr. Baxter was engaged in his attempt to 
, evangelize the Caribs, The pious Doctor was delightcd 

.. with the state of the work among the negroes; but 

deeply pained that the Caribs were unwilling to receive 

the gospel. 
K otb;ng particular occurred during the two following 

years; but, to"'arcls the close of 1790, Dr. Cokc once 
morc'landed in Kihgsto;vn, in compan~' with :,\11'. ·Wer· 
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ril, D:om Ireland. It was evening; and they proceeded 
at once to the chapel, which they found filled with 

attentive worshippers. By this time, the original place 

of worship had become too small, and the missionaries 
had engaged a large room, formerly occupied by the 

Homan Catholics. Here the Doctor preached, with 
much enlargement of heart; and then proceeded in his 

tour among the Islands, leaving the missionaries to 

proceed in their delightful work of preaching to the 
poor slayes; several hundreds of whom had now been 

brought to a knowledge of the truth, and united in 
church .. fellowship. 

Hitherto nothing had occurrecl to retard th~ progres~ 
of the work of God, on this prosperous and promising 
station; but it was now to undergo a severe trial. The 
planters seemed suddenly to have discovered the fact, 

that the free promulgation of the gospel among the 
negrocs might ultimately interfere with the existing 
~y.tem of slayery; and a plan of persecution, was 

adopted, which has scarcely been paralleled in the 
history of ~iissions. Effectually to put a stop to the 
preaching of the missionaries, a law was passed, for­
bidding anyone to preach without a license; and 
to prevent unnecessary applications, it was distinctly 
stated, that no person should be eligible for license, 

who had not previously resided in the Island, at least, 
IWl:lre montI,s. The authorities knew that this would 
militate entirely against the itinerant system of the 

\\. c.lcyun Conncxion. This maliciqus and persecuting 
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:law was strengthened and guarded by penal sanctions 
of a most stringent character. The progress of its 
operative penalties consisted of three stages ;-com­

mencing with oPflression, and ending in blood. For 
the first offence, the punishment was to be a fine of,ten 

johannes, (eighteen pOlmds,) or impTisonm&llt for not 
more than ninety days, nor less than 1lhirty; for the 
second offence, such CORPOREAL PUNISHMENT as the 
court should think proper to inflict, and BANISHMENT; 

and lastly, if the missionary dared to return from his 
banishment and preach without authority, in violation 
of this law, he was to be plmished with DEATH! ! ! 

VIr e can readily imagine the passing of such a law in 
the days of Nero, Caligula, or Domitian; but it is 
scarcely credible, that such a law should haye been 
enacted in a Protestant country, at the close of the 
eighteenth century. NeYel'theless, it is a fact; and I 
have seen the statute as it stands on the official records 

of the Island. 
After the passing of this cruel enactment, how did 

the missionaries proceed? Just as the apostles did, 
under similar circumstances. They said "shall we 
obey God or man?" and, on the following sabbath, the 
Rev. M. Lumb preached in the Wesleyan chapel as 
usual, for which alleged breach of the law, he was 
dragged to prison. Hundreds of people following him 
with tears and lamentations, and the excitement created 
was so general, that the authorities called out the 
milita.ry force, to guard the jail, and preycnt the pri. 
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soner from being liberated by the populace. 'While the 

soldiers stood by the entrance to the prison, there came 

a poor old blind woman, inquiring for " dear i\Iassa 

minister." The soldiers said to each other, " Let the 
poor old blind woman pass; what harm can she do?" 

Thus, she was allowed to pass. On reaching the prison, 

she groped along the "'all, till she fOlmd the iron-grated 

window; and, putting her face to it .. she exclaimed, 
"Dear Massa minister, God bless you! keep heart 

!\-Iassa! so dem put good people in prison, long time 

ago. Neber mind, Massa; all we go pray for you.'·­
The persecuted missionary afterwards declared, that 
thcse words of the old blind ,,-oman were as bahn to his 

wounded soul: and he resoh-ed to cast himself afresh 

on the promises of Jehovah. 

\"hen the tumult had somewhat subsided, and the 
soldicrs had l'ctul11ed to the balTacks, several ofthc 

people who lingered about, werc permitted to approach 
the prison window, when the missionary presented 

himsclf before them, and actually repeated the crime 
for which he was committed, in speaking of Christ and 

his sulYation. Among the crowd, there stood a negTo 
woman, named Mary Richardson, who thus heard the 
gospel for the first time. The word came with power 
to her heart: she went home, and wept, and prayed, 

and sought the Lord until she finmd him, to the joy of 
her heart. \Vhilst labouring in St. Yincent many years 
afterwards. she sickened and died in the faith of the 

go~pd. In her lute,t moments, she thanked Goil that 
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ever she heard the missionary preach through the iron 

grating of the prison-window; .. for that," said she, 

" was the word which came to my heart." 

On the 26th of January, 1793, Dr. Coke an-ived in 

St. Vincent, fl'om St. Kitts, having heard of the impri­

sonment of Mr. Lumb. He proceeded at once to the 

jail, and found his friend confined with a common male­

factor. I-Ie afforded him all the consolation in his 

power; and, after some time, the missionary was re­

leased from his cOllfincment; and reqnired to quit . .the 

Island, without ever again preaching to his dear people. 

Snch was the 1,ig01l1' with which this cruel law was 

enforced! 
On his ret1l1'n to Eng-land, in the month of August, 

Dr. Coke hastened to lay before the home government 

the praceedings of the House of Assembly, in St. Vin­

cent. He obtained an interview with the Right Hon­

oUl'able Henry Danda.s, aile of His Majesty's principal 

Secretaries . of State; and receivecl from his Lordship 
the welcome aSS1I1'ance, that" .His jVlaJesty in Council 

h.ad been gmciou.sly pleased to disannul the Act of the 

Assembly of St. Vincent, ?ohich be'nish.ed the ~ission("'ies 
from tlU] Islatnd; and tilat His iv!qjesty's pleasure would 

be notified to the Governor, by the first packet that sailed 

/01' the TVest Indies." 
Thus was the door of usefuhless once more op2ned to 

the missionaries, in this interesting Island; and :\1essrs. 
Owen and Alexander were immediately appointed to 

labotil' them. On t4eir ar1'i \'aI, they found, as might 
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be expected, that the people were in many places scat­

tered; but, in some instanccs, the members had kept 

up their primte meetings for religious cxercise, during 
the time that they had bccn deprived of a gospel min­
istry. The re-establishment of the ~Iission was hailed 

with the liyeliest feelings of joy by the community 

generally; [md the missionaries soon witnessed a cheer­

ing measure of prosperity. 
The causc of God was only just recoyering from the 

effects of open persecution, when it was doomed to ex­
perience another sad calamity;- the breaking out of 

the last Ca.rib war, of which some account has already 

been giyen. And it is a remarkable fact, on which w~ 
make no comment, that, during the fealiul c~l)flict, 
nearly all those persons who took an active pdftin the 
baniMhment of the missionaries, met with an untimely 

end. 

On the restoration of peace, in 1795, the missionaries 
once more collected their scattered people; and tbey 

were soon permitted to see the pleasure of the Lord 
prosper in their hands. Both in town and country, new 

openings presented thcmsch'es; the gospel was preach­
ed with power and success; and hundreds of Jlrecious 
souls were gathered into the fold of Christ. From this 

period, nothing occurred to obstruct tbe progress of the 
work; and in the year 1S00, the number of members 
reported as united in church-fellowship, was two thou­

.""Il/: these were princi pally converted negroes, who 
had received the truth in mecJmess and in love. 

, . 
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In succeeding years, the missionaries continued to 

labour with great success, and prosperous societies were 
established in various parts of the Island. Almost 
every _village had its little sanctuary; and, on scores of 

estates, the pure word of God was faithfully preached. 
nut the difficulties of slavery were painfully felt. Al­
though treated with more humanity here than in some 
other colonies, the slaves were still liable to severe flog­
gings; and they could not go from the property on 
which they resided, not even to chapel, without a writ­

ten pass, which was freqnently withheld for the most 
trilling cause, to the great injury of our religious meet­
i ngs. There was also in existence the abominable Sun­
day -market, with all its consequent e,ils. 

'Ve therefore rejoiced, when the united voice of the 
nritish nation demanded the freedom of the poor slave, 
MId when the glorious object was accomplished at such . 
a noble sacrifice as twenty millions sterling. As the 
time approached, the enemies of freedom predicted all 
manner of evil, as the result of emancipation. Accord­
ing to their account, we were to have rebellion, and 
blooclshed, and rnin. nut those who wo1)ld have had 
it so, were disappointed. "Ye "'ho laboured among the 
negroes at the time, witnessed a different scene. The 
gospel had prepared the people for the mighty change. 
On the night preceding the glorious 1st of August, 
which was to bring the dawn of freedom, the chapels 
were opened in most of the Islands; and a grand 
watch-night ,,"as held on the occasion. The hom of 

.J 
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found thousands of poor negroes upon their 
knees before God, to receive the boon of free­

heaven; and when the clock struck twelve, 
the death knell of slavery, they waite(!. for a 

1t!1I.~nts in silent prayer and praise, and then rose 
_loIIIIiIlIII .. · with one heart and one voice, " Praise God 

all bleSllings flow, &c." Mter which, they 
_1ItICI~1IO,.tn.elThomes rejoicing that they had lived to 

of freedom come . 
.... 'Jl8J8na of St. Vincent, one. pleasing and im-

believe, that an extensive work of 
1lIiPi'1J8II- among the people. During the 
1I\II" lD!tabeipatil()n, we received upwards of 
1jII __ lIlbers into church-fellowship with 
___ ·. ~.h .. laland. There was also a 

we could scarcely meet; 
efforts to provide for the 

as well as the greatest 
of discipline. The re-

MIiIbtllv both long and arduous: 
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and I have frequently been engaged upwards of five 

hours, without coming outside the communion rail, in 

preaching, praying, baptizing, administering the Lord's 

supper, and other religious services. 

The effects of freedom were also seen in the increased 

temporal comforts of the people. They cheerfully work­

ed for wages, and .were soon possessed of the means of 

purchasing lots of land, and of building comfortable 

little cottages thereon. Free yiMages sprung up in 

every direction; and, as the friends of the negro, we 

had to act as their temporal counsellors, as well as their 

spiritual guides, in many important matters. Thus, 

our labours were rendered peculiarly arduous; but we 

received a rich reward in the prosperity with which we 

were favoured, and in the affectionate attachment of a 

grateful and happy people. IArdent love to their miu­

isters is a distinguishing feature in the character of 

these dear people. In riding along the road, the mis­

sionary will sometimes be saluted, by nearly a hundred 

"oices at once, exclaiming, "How d'ye Massa; how 
Missie and piGkaninuies." This friendly salutation comes 

from a gang of bbotti'ers at work in the field, nearly 

hidden by the sugar canes they are weeding. Thus 
they inquire after their minister, his wife, and his chil­

dren, in one breath; and the missionary responds kind­
ly, and hears the same number of voices cry, " Tank 

you, Massa; God bless you, Massa;" and he pursues 
bis joul'l1ey. Ifhe remind them of the meeting at night, 

and un'ite them to attend, tl\(>), will probably r(>ply, 
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" Y es, ~Iassa; we all go come; we love we chapel." 

Our people, in this Island, are also remarkable for 
their regular attendance on the means of grace. In 

former years, when the word of God was scarce, the 
poor slm·es have been known to walk fifteen and twenty 

milt's to hear the gospel. They used to leave their 
homes on Saturday evening, after they had finished 
their work, and walk all night, to attend the chapel in 
Kingstown, on the sabbath; and then, walk all night 
again, so as to reach home in time for work on Monday 

morning. They are now happily furnished with places 
of worship, at a eon,enient distance from their dwell­
ings: these are generally filled with attentiye hearers. 
Besides the regular chapels, on almost eyery estate 

there is a " prayers-flo use. " This is a large negro hut, 
fitted up as a place of worship. Here we preach on 

week nights, and here the people frequently assemble 
at fiye o'clock in the morning, to hold their prayer­
meeting before they go out to work. Among so many 
thousands of professing christians, who are only just 
(,Ulerging from the influence of slavery, we haye, of 

coursc, frequent calls for the exercise of discipline; but 
still, among our own people, there is a spirit of genuine 
piety, which it is truly gratifying to witness. 

They are aho truly benevolent. In proof of this, 
many pleasiug instances might be given, both of i11-
divi(hml sacrifices, and of united effort in the canse of 
God. Bllt the cireumscribec1limits of these memorials 
will only admit of the following :-at an early period of 



25G ~nSSION A.RY 'i'[El'l[ORIAT,$. 

the Mission, the gospel came with pmver to the h('art 

of Miss D., aTcspecta,b!e female of col0ur, who resided 
in Kingstown. At the time of her conversion, she had 
one slave, an old woman named Betty, who had faith­
fully served her mn,ny years, and who had also been 
made a partaker of the saving grace of God. l\Iiss D. 

resolved to give .Betty her fi-eedom; and when the 
manumission papers were made out, she generously 

presented them to her slave, together with a present of 
tA"ee do1tbloons,-about ten guineas. This manifold act 
of kindness n,ffected old Betty very much, and she bm'st 
into ten,rs, exclaiming, "0, me dear ~i(issie, me tank 
y(m too much; me tank you for free, me tank you for 
doubloon. But Missie what me go do we all dis money: 
me neber hn,b so much money before in all me lifc." 
" Do what you please .with it," said her noble minded 
mistress; "it is a small acknowledgement of your 
faithful services." "Then," answered poor Betty, " if 
Missie say me may do what me please we de money, dis 
is what me please to do we it; me want to take it to 
dear Massa minister, and ask him to send it to de 
g,:eat society in England, to help to send de gospel to 
Aft·ica, dat all me country people may be made happy, 
same way me." "Very well," said her mistress. She 
brought the money to the missionary, and it was appro­
priated according to her desire. 

For many years past, the St. Vincent Mission has 
been entirely self-supported; and, in addition to the 
effort required for that purpose, and for the erection of 
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new chapels. our people have nobly sustained the Mis­

sion-fund, from year to year, by their united and hearty 
co-operation. In connection with every station, we 
havc a "Branch Missionary Society." l\Iissionary­
meetings are held. and collectors employed the same as 
in England. The )Iissionary-meetings, in Yorkshire, 

nrc not more enthIL5iastic in their character, than those 
held among the sable sons of Ham, in the ·West Indies. 
Thc financial results may be seen on a reference to the 

publiHhed reports. I need only add, that during the 
last ypur I spent in St. Yin cent, the subscriptions re­
rei YNI by our collectors, and the money raised at the 
anni,·ersary-mectings thronghout the Island, amounted 
to the noble sum of £620. 78. 9d. stm·ling. The cash 

was immediately remitted to the treasurers of the pa­
rent society in England, to be united with the offerings 
of British christians, for the purpose of sending t'ne 

goslwl to those places which are still enveloped in 
heathenish darkness. 

The people are yery susceptible of excitement, es­
pc["ially when a littlc humour is employed. Returning 
to ilt. Yincent. on onc occasion, after an absence of 
Aeyernl years, I attended a missionary -meeting at UIl-

1011. I was struck with the great change that had 
taken place in the condition of the people, in the inter­
im: and adverted to the subject, in my address, nearly 
as fullows :-" I am glad to see you, my friends, look­
ing NO comfortable and happy. 'Vhat a wonderful 
ehang!' ha~ taken place in your circumstances since 

It 
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first came to preach to you. Then, we met together 
under an old thatched shed, and were exposed to the 
bleak wind and the pelting rain; now, you have a 

be.autiful chapel: then, you were all poor slaves; now, 
you al·e free: then you were but imperfectly clo'thed, 

with very homely garments; now, you all appear in 
the house of God, like gentlemen and ladies: then, 
many of you were in darkness and sin; now, you are 

happy in God. Your children are, moreover, learning 
to read the Bible; and I see them with their hymn­
books in their hands, to-day. Now, what has made 
this change? Is it not the gospel? (Yes, massa! from 
a hundred voices.) And the gospel is able to do the 
same for all the world; and it is your duty to do your 
utmost to send it to the ends of the earth. 'Freely ye 
have received; freely give.' As I came to chapel, to· 
day, I saw several young men riding their own horses, 
although they 'were once poor slaves. Now, it appears 
to me, that those who ride their own horses, should 
give, at least, five dollars a year to the Missionary So. 
ciety, in token of their gratitude to God for his good­
ness." I had scarcely uttered these words, when a 
smart young black man marched up the aisle, whip-in­
hand, and threw· down his five dollars, saying, " I keep 
a horse, sir; there are my fh-e d0llars." Then came 
another, and another, while others promised to bring 
the money on the following day. I continued, "That 
is the way to do, my friends; 'Honour the Lord with 
your substance, and with the first-fruits of all your in-
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crcase.' But it is not only the gentlemen who ha,·e 

been benefited by the gospel; the ladies, also, have 
been elevated by its influence. I see you ali, to-day, 

neatly dressed; and some carrying their parasols. Now, 
it appears to me, that every parasol-lady ought to give, 
at least, a dollar a year, to assist in sending the gospel 
to the heathen." This had its designed effect. We had 

a liberal collection; and the result of our missionary 
effort, at that little place, was £25.168. 8d. 

I laboured four years in the Island of St. Vincent, 
at two different periods, which afforded me an opportu­

nity of viewing the work under different aspects. 
On leaving St. Vincent, the first time, the vessel in 

which we sailed was wrecked, in working out of the 
harbour. The particulars of our merciful deliverance I 
record, as given in a letter, addressed to the Missionary 
Committee from the next port at which we landed.-

GreJWda, February 1st, 1838. 
Dcar Fathers and Brethren, 
tnke up my pen to addl'eRS you, under peculiar and trying 

cir('um~tances: it is to communicate the melancholy intelligence 
of thl" Nldpwreck of M fS. Moister and myself, with the brethren, 
M C'RHrl!. CulHngford, Crane, :Marsden, and Blackwell, at the com­
mcnc,..menl of OUT passage to the District-meeting, about to be 
held in Trinidad. In the afternoon of Tuesday last, we made 
ever) preparation for our intended voyage; and a schooner, un. 
usunlly comfortable and commodious, had been engaged for the 
OCrn!l101l. She had come round from Kingsto".-n to Calli aqua, in 
th" hlnnd of St. Vincent. All our luggage was shipped; and 
we emburked, ne'Ver more happy in prospect of the future. 'Ve 
wpig-lweI nllchor; but had not proceeded many hundred yards, 
Whf>D 00( "Vetl8E'1 struck upon n coral reef, on the windward siue 

R 2 
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of the harbour; and, in one short hour, t.he beautiful" Haidee" 
was completely dashed in pieces, and our luggage scattered in 
every direction. Thanks be to God, no lives were lost; and we, 
his ser'fants, are spared to declare the goodness of our Heavenly 
Father. 

On sE'eing our dangerous situation. a number ofooats came off 
to OUt' assistance, both from the shipping and the shore, without 
de:>lay; and every possible exertion was made to s.ave both life 

and property. 1'1y deal' wife, being the only female on board, 
was first. lifterl into the boat: the brel,hrell followed. Being able 
to swim, I ilid not feel anxious about. myself, and therefore re­
mained until all were safe. -Last of all I jumped into a boat; 
but, on discoyering that my dear wife was not in it, I looked 
around, and saw her in- another boat, seated by my friend Cap­
tain Radford. I immediately rushed forward, and took my seat 
by her, t.hat I might support and soothe her, in case of fear and 
agitation; but I was pleasingly surprised fa find her more calm 
and unmoved than any of us. The hoat in which we sat mond 
off, a.nd we went on board the H J ane and Barbara." "Vith pe­
culiar fe(>ling~, we watched, until sunset, the efforts made to saye 
our luggage anrt other property; some of which .;was 'carrierl to 
the sb~ps in tihe harbour, and some on shore. I believe most of 
our principal things ha,'e been recovered from the wreck i al­
though' pilfering had taken place, amidst the confusion, to a con­
siderable extent. But you may imagine the state in which our 
luggage was fouud, and the serious damage it had sustained, 

' when I inform you, that most of our trunks and boxes were 
taken out of the hold of t.he ~ inking vessel, when she was nearly 
full of water. I ha,'e only had time to examine two or three 
trunks, the contents of which I found completely sat,urated with 
salt water; and while I write these lir\e~, we are not only 
" strange~s in a strange land jlJ but literally faint, and wet, and 
wear)' with extreme exe.rtion, and without an article of dry linen 
in the world. These are trying circumstances: we feel them to 
be so j but they do not tend to diminish our attachment to that 
glorious cause in which we are engaged, and in which we are 
called to suffer. The privations and dangel's to ~ hich we baye 
been exposed, both in Africa and the 'Vest Indies, do not, for one 

. 1 
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moment, deter us from persevering in the path of duty. I call, 
from my heart, adopt the language of the aposUe: H But none of 
t.hese things ruove me j neither count I my lIfe dear unto myself, 
ao that I may fitush my course with joy, and the ministry which 
1 have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify of the gospel of tho 
grace of God." We feel truly thankful to our Heavenly Father 
for his preserving goodness. May our future lives constantly 
shew forth the praises of Him who has promised to be our never­
failing friend. 

I have only time to add, that 011 the day after the wreck, we 
obtaiued another vessel, collected our scattered luggage, (dam­
aged as it was,) and embarked for this Island, where we arril"ed 
about 8Cyen o'clock this morning. The friends have shewn us 
e'Very kindness: but our stay is short. To-morrow, we proceed 
to Trinidad. Further particulars will be communicated from 
tlH! District-meeting. In the meantime, we desire an interest iu 

I remain, yours affectionately, 
To Ih. General Secretaries of the } W, ~I." 

Hl'esZeyalL .Mi8,iona,·y ::iociety. 

On my second appointmcnt to St. Yincent, I was 

happy to find, that great improycment had taken place 
in every department of the work, through the instnl­
mentality of my dear brethren who had occupied the 
1\1 iAsion in the interim, The following brief notices of 

tIll! re'pcctiYe stations, comprised in the two circuits 
into which the Island is divided, may be interesting to 
the ehl'istian reader. 

K [.sG~TOWN is not only the capital of the colony, but 
the head of the lecward circuit. Here, we have a 
cOlurnodious and elegant chapel; the front of which is 
Imilt of polished stone, and the othcr parts of hewn 
stOllll alld brick. J t is an ornament to the town, as 
wl'll ns a noble monument of the Iibemlity and zeal of 
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our people. It was erected in 1840, at a cost of about 
£7,000, under the superintendence of the late Rev. 
John Cullingford; and, being furnished with galleries, 
will seat nearly two thousand persons. It is, generally, 

well attended by the black and coloured population of 
the town and neighbourhood, many of whom are intelli­
gent and respectable. It is a most delightful sight, to 

behold this spacious edifice crowded with attentive 
hearers of the word of God; and I have frequently 
wished, that the friends of Missions in England could 
witness th.eir devotions. In connection with this place 
of worship, we have about thirteen hundred church­
members; and a good day-school. The love-feasts and 
sacramental services are frequently seasons of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord; and the cause of God 
is healthy and prosperous in all its departments. 

LA YOU is a little village, about five miles from 
Kingstown, on the leeward coast, and is situated at the 
bottom of a fertile valley, in which are several large 
sugar estates. In the centre of the village, stands the 
chapel, which will acco=odate about four hundred 
persons. The means of grace are well attended, and 
especially so on the sabbath, when the people come 
from the neighbouring plantations. A day-school is 
taught in the chapel by a native teacher, and it has 
ah'eady been attended with much good. 

BARROlJ"ALLIE is the next village, and is situ~ted 
about ten miles from Kingstown, on the same coast. 
This station is favoured with a resident minister, who 
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supplies several important places in the neighbourhood. 

The chapel, which stands near to the Mission-house, 
has been recently enlarged, and it will now seat about 

five hundred. A day-school is established here also, 

which has had to contend with many difficulties since 

its formation. 
ClIATEAUBELAIR is another village, about eight miles 

from Barrouallie, and stands at the foot of the Souffrier 
MotUltain, on the leeward side of the Island. This is 

also a station for a resident missionary, being situated 
in the ccntre of an extensive field of labour. The 

chapel here also has been repeatedly enlarged, and will 
now accommodate a congregation of eight hundred per­
SOIlS. The cause of God has generally exhibited a 

pleasing aspect in this locality, the day-school is in 
vigorous operation, about a thousand members have 
been unitcd in church-fellowship with us. 

Thc travelling of the missionaries between these lee­
ward stations is generally performed in a small canoe, 
kept for the purpose, called the " Olive Branch;" and 
whrn the sea is rough, it is attended with considerable 

danger. It is a matter of gratitude, however, that 
Divine Providence has watched over his servants so 
that no serious accident has occurred for many years. 

BIA.BOU is the head of the windward circuit, ~eing 
central to the various important stations of which it is 
composed. The Mission-house and chapel occupy an 
elevated nncI romantic situation, on a promontory facing 
the sen. The prospect in eyery dir~ction is of a chnrm-
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ing character. At a considerable distance, in the ,ast 

expansive ocean Illay be seen several of the Grenadines, 
with their chalky cliffs, glittering in the Still: while on 
the coast of St. Vincent, a line of milk.white foam is 
constantly seen on either hand, as the mighty w!!,-es 

perpetually break on the rocky beach ;- beyond which 
appear, in striking contrast, nwnerous buildings, exten­
sive fields of sugar-cane, tl:opical tl'ces, and towering 
tains, the road winding along the sides of frightful pre­
cipices. There is a small bay at Biabou, where vessels 
anchor to land stores, and take in produce; but it is 
very dangerolls, and during om' residence there we 
frequently saw boats upset, and vessels dashed in pieces 
on the rocks, near to our dwelling. This station stands 
quite isolat@d; but although uncoDllected with allY 
yillage, it is situated in the neighbourhood of several 
large estates, and the public services are well attended . 
The chapel is a substantial building, .and will scat 
about four hUlldred persons. A day-school is taught 
here also, which has been made a blessing to the 
neighbourhood. 

CA.LLIAQ U A is a considerable village, three miles 
from Kingstown, on the road to Biabou. . Dr. Coke 
preached here on the occasion of one of his visits, and 
·the cause of God has for many years been in a tlomish­
ing st..'tte . This is a station for a resident minister, and 
when appointed to o'ccupy it, in 1837, the attendance 
at the chapel was so numerous, that I fOlmd it neces~ary 
to enlarge" it -by an addition of twenty feet to its 
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length." Such was the rapidity with which the con­
gregation increased, that, about three years afterwards, 
it bccame necessary to make a second enlargement. 

This was judiciously effected mulcr the direction of my 
esteemccl successor, the late Rev. John Lee. Several 

feet wcrc added to the 'Iidth of the building; so that 
it is now a spacious place of "'orship, and will seat 

nearly a thouRand people. It is generally well attended, 
and an excellent day-school is taught by an intelligent 
native teacher. 

CA LDER, is an important station, about four miles 

from Calliaqua, and not being favom'ed with a resident 
miuister, it is supplied from the other places in the 
circlut. The chapel stands on a beautiful hill, COill­

manrling a fine prospect. It is a commodious frame­
building, and will ,eat abont eight hundred people. It 

is surroudcd by a nUIn her of popnlous estates, and gen­
erally well attendcd. \Ye have an excellent day-school 
here, and tbe residence of the master is situated near to 

• M is!oIionnries have frequently to act as architects and supel'~ 
intl'nc1cntR of work, in the erection and enlargement of chapels. 
In this ('osc, a piel'e of engineering was performed which excitE'd 
fCn"at intcl'f'st. lia"ing cut through the plate and sill of the 
buildillg, we drew the end to its appointed place, by means of a 
C'ollplf" of ropes, without taking it down; and the pieces which 
fonw'll thco enlargement, having been previousl) pr~paretl, "werE' 
tixpu ill their places the same day, and thus effected a considera.ble 
~a"iH~ both of time and expense. Notwithstallding the fears of 
thl' Iwopit, the phm gucceeded admirably i and so great was their 
nRtollishmrnt when the)' saw part of the chapel 010' ing silently 
alllllg, tiLat they E'''(claimed, one to &notber, It MabSa miHitiler 
know "IIN,," ting j".Jr true." 
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the chapel. This station is much indebted to the Hon­

ourable Hay MacDowal Grant, for many years attorney 
for the " Trust Estates," with which it is connected. 
This christian gentleman has always been the friend of 
the people and of the missionaries; and, in cases of 

necessity, he has frequently addressed our congregations 
on the vital truths of the gospel. John Parsons, Esq., 
a pious planter, is also a zealous local preacher, in con­
nexion with our church at this place. 

MARIAQUA, is a new station, in the midst of a dense 
population, in a beautiful' and pictUl'esque valley, of 
that name. A neat little chapel was erected here dur­
ing my second residence in the ~ircuit, in 1844. It is 

generally crowded with people. 'Ve have no resident 
minister here, but a day-school is in active operation. 

UNION is situated about three miles fEom Biabou, in 
a nanow valley, and has been an interesting station for 
many years. Divine worship was formerly conducted 
under a tbatched shed, which stood by the side of the 
.river; but we have now a commodious and substantial 
chapel, which will seat about six hundred people. This 
place of worship was erected under the superintendence 
of the Rev . . vV. Bannister, in 1840, and is wBll attended 
by t~e labouring population. We have no resident 
minister at this place; but we succeeded in establishing 
a day-school, notwithstanding some opposition, with 
which we had at first to contend, from the remaining 
prejudices against education. 

GEORGE TOWN, is a considerable village, at the foot 
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of the SouflTIer M~untain, on the windward side of the 

hlancl. It is situated in the" Carib Country':' an ex­
tensivc and fertile plain, where we meet with the only 

piece of level land in the Island. Our station was for­
merIy at Mount Young, where we had a poor thatched 
chapel near to the tunnel. In 1837, this wretched 

place was demolished by a gale. of wind; and we re­
moved our establishment to George Town, where we 

have now a substantial chapel, built of stone; it is fit­
ted up with gallerics on three sides, and will seat near­
ly a thomand people. \Ve have here a resident minis­

ter, a flourishing society, and a prosperous day-school. 
Thus we have a chain of Mission stations, extending 

ncarly round the Island, with a chapel and a day-school 

attached to each, so that the people are now highly 
favoured with the means of religious instruction. 

\Ve have now, in the hland of St. Vincent, ten cha­

pels, eight missionaries, fourteen day-schools, eight hun­

dred and twenty scholars, and six thousand and thirte&n 

members united in clwrc!l-fellowship with us. Upwards 
of ten I holt-sand persons are reported as attending the 
ministry of the mi~sionaries; so that, making allowance 
for children, nearly one half of the entire population in 
this colony, may be regarded as connected with Me­
thodism. \Vhen we look at this fact, in eonnexion 

with thc direct spiritual good which has been accom­
plished, we sec abundant cause to "thank God, and 
take courage." 



CHAPTER X. 

THE ISLAND OF GRENADA. 

The Grenadines-Appearance of Grenada-Settled by the P.·ench 
-War of exw'mination-Capt1tred by the English-Towns and 
Villages-Aspect of tke co1tnt·ry-Fopulation-ReligWn and 
Momlity- Wesleyan Missions-Dr. Coke's MIs-F"oll"ess of 
tlte work-Missionary tour round the Island---Education-Na­
tive AgenCY-Nlission Stations :-St. George' $, Woburn, Con. 
stantine, La Baye, and Carriacou. 

IN saiting from St. Vincent to Grenada, the course 
lies directly to leeward of a number of romantic little 
Islands, called the 'Grenadines; the principal of which 
are,- Becquay, Baliseau, Mostique, Corouan, Union, 
Carriacou, and Isle Ronde. These are inhabited by 
planters, small farmers, and fishermen; and would af­
fOl·d a useful sphere of labour for a missionary, could 
one be appointed to itinerate among them. We have 
a few church-members resident in some of them, ":ho 
have been occasionally visited by a minister; but the 
state of the Society'S funds have not, hitherto, warrant­
ed the co=encement of a new Mission in that portion 
of the great field. The Grenadines belong, in part, to 
the government of St. Vincent; and, in part, to that of 
Grenada; and are duly represented in their rcspectiYe 
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Houses of Assembly. When sailing along, in fine wea­

ther, in sight of these lovely little green spots, sur­
rounded by the deep bluc sea, the prospect presented 
to view is one of exquisite beauty, and would afford 

appropriate subjects for the pencil of the artist, or the 

song of the poet. 
On making the Island of Grenada, the aspect of the 

western coast is somewhat barren and dreary,- the 

shore being of a rocky and rugged character, and the 
high lands covered with trees and brush-wood of stunt­

ed growth. 'Vhen the vessel proceeds a little further, 
however, the prospect improves: the lovely and fertile 
valley of Duquesne opens to the view; the neat little 

villages of Sauteurs, Grand-Pova, and Gouyave are seen; 
and numerous estates, with highly cultivated lands, lie 
extended before the eye of the voyager. On rounding 
a projecting point of land, the harbour and town of St. 

George ~uddenly burst upon the view; and whether 
you come to anchor in the Bay, or go round to the 
C'aranagc, the prospect is one of pcculiar beauty. The 
town is built on rising ground, and is seen by the 
stranger to great advantage. It forms a grand amphi­
thcatJ'e, not of mountains merely, but of streets and 
mansions and gardens, interspersed with cocoa-nut and 
other tropical trees of richest green . In the distance, 
towering above the whole, may be seen Richmond-Hill, 
with its fortifications and barracks on the one hand; and 
lIospital-Hill, with its ruinated battery, on the other. 
The town is diyided into two compartments by an ele-
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v;ated ridge, which terminates with Fort George, on a 

narrow promontory facing the sea; and altogether, the 
view from the shipping is of a charming character. 

I had previously visited the Island, at different times, 

when, on Wednesday, the 10th of March, 1841, I ar­
rived in the colony to take up my residence among the 
people, having been appointed to the station by the 
preceding Conference. vVe were kindly received by 
the Rev. John vVood and his excellent wife, who were 
about to proceed to England; and we entered upon our 
labours with a pleasing prospect of success. The fol­
lowing is a brief historical and descriptive sketch of 
this lovely country. 

The Island of Grenada is situated in latitude 12° 30' 
north, and longitude 62° 20' west. It is the most south­
erly of the Antilles, or the last of that range of Islands 
generally denominated the C!l!ribbees, and lies only 
eighty miles distant from Trinidad and the Spanish 
Main. It was discovered by Columbus, during his third 
voyage, in 1498; and was found to be inhabited by a 
war-like race of Caribs, whom the Spaniards left in 
quiet possession of their country, without forming any 
settlement among them. 

In the year 1650, the restless and ambitious Du Par­
quet, governor of Martinique, fitted out an expedition 
against this Island, consisting of about two hundred 
adventurers, whom he caused to receive the holy sacra­
ment before they embarked in their enterprise of cruel­
ty and blood. On the arrival of the French in Grenada, 
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they erected a cross; and a.".-.ain pelformed some super­
stitious ceremony, as if to sanctify the work of destruc­
tion on which they seemed bent. To their surprise, 

however, the im'aders were received by the poor natives 
with a degree of civility, which caused them to alter 

their plan of proceeding; and they entered into negoti­
ations for the purchase of the country, instead of taking 

it by force. According to their own historian, Du Ter­
tre, " They gave some knives, and hatchets, and a large 

quantity of glass beads, besides two bottles of brandy 
for the chief himself; and thus was the Island fairly 
ceded, by the natives themselves, to the French nation 

in lawful purchase." 
The Caribs, however, appear to have looked upon the 

hatchets, knives, beads, and brandy, as a mere present; 

for they absolutely refused to surrender their country to 
the strangers. This refusal gave occasion for one of 
the most cruel wars of extermination which stains the 
pages of the early history of colonization. The natives 

were massacred by scores and hundreds; und, although 
they offered a most vigorous resistance, they were 
overpowered by superior numbers, and their enemies 
prevailed. In one expedition, the French found eighty 
Caribs who had taken refuge on a high promontory 
overhanging the ocean. They were immediately put to 
the sword, when one half of them were cruelly murder­

ed, and the rest threw themselves headlong down the 
precipice and perished in the sea. On another occasion, 
a beautiful Carib girl was takcn captive, and became 
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an object of dispute between two officers, when a thiJ:d 
officer came up, and deliberately shot her through the 

head, to put an end to the affair! 
Having entirely destroyed the poor aboriginal in­

habitants, the French quarreled among themselves, and 
a civil war ensued, in which many lives were lost. 
'~Then peace was in a m~asure restored, a Governor 
was sent out from France, who acted with such despotic 
authority, that he was impeached, tried, condemned, 
and executed, by a party ' of colonists so completely 

illiterate, that only one person could be found among 
them who was capable of writing his own name. Fifty 
years after the arrival of the French, the colony con­
sisted of only two huudred 'and fifty-one whites, fifty­
three free blacks and persons of colour; and five hun­
dred and twenty-five negro slaves: while the cultivation 
was limited to two plantations of sugar, and fifty-two of 
indigo, with a few acres of provision-grounds. 

Hitherto the colony of Grenada had been held as 
private prope.rty, by Count de Cerillac; but, in 1714, it 
was made over to the French-African-West India Com­
pany, till that body was dissolved, when it became the 
property of the crown. Under these new arrangements, 
a considerable degree 'of prosperity was realized; when, 
iu 1762, the Island was ca.ptnred by the English, and 
by a trea.ty of peace in the following year, Grenada and 
its dependencies were ceded in perpetuity to the Brit­
ish crown. Iu the course of the next war, in 1779, the 
French once more became masters of the Island, and it 
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remained in their possession till 1783, when it was 
finally restored to us, by an article of the gencral peace 

between Great Britain, France, Spain, and America. 
A few years after the colony came into the possession 

of the Briti~h, it was visited by a most awful pestilence, 
which hurried a vast number of people out of time into 

eternity. This had scarcely subsided, when a spirit of 
anarchy manifested itself among the French residents, 
and the cotmtry was embroiled in a civil war. These 

painful circumstances, together with famine which fol~ 

lowed, causcd a considerable decrease in the popula­
tion; anel it was not until the commencement of the 
present century, that the Island begnn to recover, in its 
agricultural and commercial interests, from the various 

calamities which it had been called to experience. 
St. George's, the capital of the colony, is a neat and 

rc~pectable town, with a population of about five thou­
sand. \Vhen first erected, the houses were built chiefly 
of wood; but a destructive fire, in 1771, reduced them 

to a heap of ruins. After this, they were rebuilt of 
brick and stone, and are now generally of a substnntial 
chanwtcr. The places of worship, the Court-house, 
onel th(' Government-house, are superior buildings. A 
new market-honse has also been recently erected, on 

olle side of n. spacious square, surrounded by beautiful 
shauy tro('s. The streets are steep and hilly; aud 

walking is very fatiguing to the stranger, until he be­
cOUles nceustom('d to the place. The town is fhyoured 

with Rplcmlicl harbotu's. In the bay, the anchorage is 
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good; but in the Caranage, which is peculiarly shut in 
by projecting points of land, vessels are secured in every 
storm. Gouyave, Grand-Pova, Sautewrs, and Melville 
Town, are villages in different parts of the Island, on 

convenient bays where the produce is shipped, and 
where stores are established for supplying the sUlTound­
ing country with merchandise. 

The topographical aspect of the country varies con­
siderably. In some paTts, the scenery is bold and ro­
mantic, like that of St. Vincent; and in others, the land 
is tolerably level, resembling Barbadoes. The soil is 

generallx good; and appears well adapted for sugar, 
coffee, cocoa, and cotton, as well as for ground-provi­
sions, which are produced in great abundance. On the 
top of one of the highest mountains, called the Gmnd 
Etang, there is a beautiful lake, of considerable dimen­
sions. The basin which forms the bed of the lake has 
eve.ry appearance of a crater, and it was probably once 
a volcano. The water is good; and, although it has 
no appaJ."ent outlet, it is doubtless the real ' source of 
most of the beautiful rivers which water this lovely 
Island; as they take their rise from a number of small 
streams which issue from the sides of the mountain. 
No fishes are known to live in this lake, though they 
have been placed there repeatedly; but the rivers, as 
well as the sea coast, abound with fish of the most 
excellent quality. 

The Island of Grenada is about twenty .. three miles 
long and fifteen broad; and the entire population may 
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he estimated at twenty-eight thousand. A large ma­
jority of the inhabitants are of African 'descent. The 

Europeans are chiefly from England and Scotland. A 

few years ago, a number of emigrants were brought 
from Malta to cultivate the ground; but they did not 

answer the purpose for which they were intended. It 
is now generally admitted, that none but Africans, or 

the descendents of Africans, can endure the fatigue of 
field-labour under the scorching rays of a tropical sun. 

To the honour of Grenada, it may be recorded, that, 
during the times of slavery, the poor negroes were 
treated with morc humanity in this colony than in 

many of the other "Vest India Islands. Neither were 
thc free blacks and pel'sons of colour oppressed and 
kept down in this place to the same extent as in some 

other countries. The consequences of these advantages 
arc seen in the developement of intellect, and in the 

high and respectable position which many gentlemen 
of dark complexion have been enabled to take, with 

credit to themselves and with advantage to society, 
sincc thc glorious era of emancipation. 

Although the sable sons of Ham were here treated 
with less rigour than in many other places, in former 

years therc was scarcely any regard paid to their spirit­
ual interests. On being finally secured to the British 
crown, the Island was divided into five parishes; but it 
was a long time before thcy were provided with clergy­
mell. And even then, the Europeans, who are the 
parti(,R generally contemplated in these ecclesiastical 

s 2 
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3Jrrangements, were frequently left for long intervals 

without any means of religious instruction. It was the 
moral destitution of this Island, in common with the 
whole of the ';Vest Indies, which led the apostolic Dr. 
Coke to pay it a missionary visit, towards the close of 
the last century. 

The venerable Doctor landed in St. George's, on Sun­
day, the 28th of November, 1790; accompanied by Mr. 
Baxter, a missionary from St. Vincent. They first wait­

ed on a Mr. Lynch, with whom they had some acquain­
tance; and then proceeded to the parish church, where 
they found the rector, the Rev. Mr. Dent, preaching 
with energy and pathos to an attentive congregation.~· 
After the service, the missionaries waited upon the cler­

gyman in the vestry, and were received with every 

" This pious and devoted minister of the Established Church 
manifested a spirit of kindness and liberality, to the Wesleyan 
missiona.ries, worthy of special notice. Being deeply conscious 
of the spiritual destibution of the colony, and that his own church 
had made no adequate provision to meet the case, he hailed the 
arrival of Dr. Coke and his companions with feelings of joy, and 
afforded them every <Issistance in his power. He also corres­
ponded freely with the Doctor on all matters pertaining to the 
welfare of the :Mission i and when the Island was occasionally 
left without a missionary, in consequence of sickness or death, 
he did his u~most to keep I.he people together until one should 
arrive. He remained a firm friend to our cause, amid much per­
secution, to the day of his death. Mr. Hallett, the parish clerk, 
was also a zealous labourer in the Lord's vineyard. He was 
called of God to ascend from the desk to the pulpit; and, after 
labouring for several years as a 'Vesleyan missionary, he finished 
his course with joy. 
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mark of christian kindness. In the ovening, Dr. Coke 

preached in a large room, to a crowded audience; and, 
notwithstanding an attempt, which was made by one 

or two wicked young men, to create a disturbance, they 

appeared deeply interested in the discourse. At the 
close of the service, a pious young man of colour, named 
Painter, who had heard the gospel in Antigua, was 

introduced to the missionaries; and the pleasing dis­
covery was made, that several persons with serious 

impressions wel'e united together in a kind of religious 
society, under the direction of this yOlmg disciple. 
'lllCse inquirers pleaded earnestly for the appointment 

of a missionary; and, in this request, they were joined 
by persons of almost every grade in society. On the 
following morning, at six o'clock, Mr. Baxter preached 

to a good congregation, at the close of which, the Doc­
tor gave an exhortation,-promising, if possible, to send 
them a teacher. The missionaries then took their leave 
of St. George's, and commenced their journey over the 

Grand Etang, on a visit to John Rae, Esq., who resided 
on the windward side of the Island. They were much 
dclighted with the mountain scenery of the interior, 
as well as with the kindness and hospitality of the 
planters, by whom they were entertained. The next 
day, they crossed over to Gouyave, and embarked for 

Antigua, greatly encoumged by the promising openings 
which presented themselves for the wider diffusion of 
the gospel in Grenada. 

In the year 1791, this colony was occasionally visited 
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by Mr. Owen, a Wesleyan missionary from St. Vincent; 
and such was the esteem in which he was held by Gen­

eral Matthews, the Governor, that he offered him the 
living of Carriacou, with a handsome salary, on the 
conditi0n, that he would submit to episcopal ordination. 

This offer the humble missionary courteously deolined; 
prefelTing to dwell among his own people. On the 7th 
of January, 1793, Dr. Coke returned to Grenada, accom­
panied by Mr. Bishop, a missionary who was selected 
for this particular field of labour, in consequence of his 
acquaintance with the French language, then in com­
mon use among the colonists. Mter spending about a 
week in the island, in various useful labours, the zea­
lous Doctor took his departure; leaving the new mis­
sionary to prosecute his evangelical labours. 

The efforts of Mr. Bishop to evangelize the inhabi­
tants was attended with considerable good among the 
English; but not among the French, as was at first 
anticipated. This man of God was much devoted to 
his work; but his day was short. He had only labour­
ed six months in the Island, when he was seized with 
fever, and died after five days' illness; in the.faith and 
hope 0f the gospel. 

Shottly after the death of Mr. Bishop, Mr. Pattison 
arrived from Antigua; and having supplied the vacant 
station for a few months, he was succeeded by Mr. 
Pearce, a man of untiring zeal and energy. This de­
voted missionary embarked for Barbadoes to settle his 
affairs, and bring his family to G-renada; but he was 
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taken ill, and died at sea, in the month of April, 1794. 
The station was again left without a missionary; and 
for several years, the Mission was only occasionally sup­
plied with ministerial labour. Although the few who 
made a profession of religion, were generally faithful; 
the mass of the people were deeply immersed in popish 
ignorance and superstition. The difficulty of co=u­
nicating religious instruction to the slaves was increased 
by the peculiarity of their dialect, which was a strange 
compound of French and English; as well as by the 
political ferment in which the country was kept, for 
several years, in consequence of the insurrectionary 
movements of the French colonists. 

·When peace was once more fully restored to the 
country, the Mission was resumed, under circumstances 
which promised a cheering measure of success. Sev­
eral influential planters invited the missionaries to their 
estates, to preach to the people; and also rendered 
considerable aiq to the funds of the society, by their 
bcne,'olent contributions. The work was, moreover, 
extended to several new places; additional missionaries 
were appointed; and, in 1819, the aCCOtmts received 
fl.·om Grenada were of a pleasing and hopeful character. 
The difficulties to which we have refen-cd were still 
keenly felt, however; and, in subsequent years, the 
state of the work is represented as somewhat fluctu­
ating, especially in thc country parts of the Island. 

Tn 1827, the missionaries reported as follows :-" In 
the town of St. George, the Lord has lately owned his 



280 MISSION ARY MEMORIALS. 

word, and rendered it effectual in the salvation of many. 

Several young men of colour have united themselves to 
tlS, who are zealously engaged as teachers in the Sun­

aay-school, and of whose perseverance we have pleasing 
hopes. In addition to these, four whites have cast in 
their lot among us. On two of the estates we visit, 

there is also some good doing; several members have 
been received on both of them. Upon the others, we 
scarcely dare to say we see any good, except that the 
negroes appear to be a little 'more serious and attentive 
while we are speaking to them. As most of them are 
Roman Catholics, our hopes of their being benefited by 
our labours are not sanguine. Holy water is their god, 
which they purchase of the priest, and upon which 
they entirely rely for salvation. In reference to the 
,,;,mdward part of the Island, we have to observe, the 
labour bestowed upon it has been immense; but the 
fruit of it is almost nothing. 'We have a few members 
there, who were in society in Antigua, and whom we 

visit once a quarter." The number of church-membel's 
connected with the Mission, at this time, was three 
hundred and seventy. 

On my appointment to Grenada, in 1841, many of 
the obstacles to the progress of the work of God, al­
ready alluded to, had been removed; the days of, sla­
very had passed away; a greater proportion of the 
people understood the English langl,age; and the whole 
country was open to the preaching of the missionary. 
I found the Mission very circumscribed in its limits, 
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however, bcing confined to' St. George's, and two other 

places, within about four miles of town. The places 
fonnedy visitcd, on the windward side of the Island 
and in other districts, had been relinquished several 

years prcviously, in conscquence of want of £i'nit, and 

the pressing difficulties of the times; and this had 
again become a station for only one missionary. But, 
though alonc as a minister, I was peculiarly favoured 

wi th the assistance and hearty co· operation of two or 
three zealous and dcvoted young men of colour, who 

had not only reccived thc gospcl themsclves, but who 
wcre called of God to proclaim it to others. Under 
these circumstances, it appeared to me, that the time 

was como when we might extend our labours to other 
parts of this interesting Island. I therefOl'e resolved 
upon II tour of observation. 

I Rct out, in company with two friends, on Friday 

morning, the 14th of May; and we rode to Gouyave, 
a dist:mrc of twelve miles, before b:·eakfast. Gouyave 
is a neat little village, situated close to the sea, in the 
parish of St. John. I observed a protestant church in 

a vcry dilapidated state, and a rectory; but was in­
formcci that the parish was without a protestant clergy­
man. The Roman Catholic system was in fnll opera­
tion: thcre was a neat chapel, and an aetiye priest. 
IIlwing taken some re£i'eshment, we proceeded on our 

jOUl1lcy; and, about four miles further, we passed 
throu~h Grand-Pm'a, auother little village, with an 

l'xccllcnt In'otestant chapel, but no minister. About • 
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four o'clock, p. m., we came to Recourse Estate, in 

Duquesne Valley, where we were kindly received by 
Mr. and Mrs. Fairclough, who had long been anxiously 
desiring our visits, that we might instruct the people 
on their estates. Indeed, they had already engaged a 

female member of our society to teach an infant-school 
at Recourse. 

Having rested during the day on Saturday, we all 
proceeded, on Sunday morning, to Sauteurs, where I 
pEeached in the C01ut-house, which was kindly granted 
by the authorities for the occasion. The day was fine, 
,and a large congregation attended, consisting of all 
grades in society, from the highest functionary in the 
parish to the poorest negro. From the marked atten­
tion with which the people heard the word, I was led 
to entertain a hope, that some lasting good might be 
the result. Sauteurs is another pleasant little village, 
not quite so large as Gouyave. It had an excellent 
new protestant church, but no minister. The church 
is built upon a nan'ow neck of land, terminating in a 
bold P1'offi0utory, the foot of Which is washed by the 
rolling bill0ws of the ocean. It was down ' this very 
precipice, that forty Caribs dashed themselves headlong, 
in 1650, when pursued by the French. I gazed upon 
the spot with peculiar feelings; and could scarcely 
refra,in from tears at the recollection of the cmclties 
which have attended European colonization. In' the 
e'l'ening, I preached to a good congregation in :Mr. 
Fa,irclough's school-room, in Duquesne Yalley. 
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On Monday morning, we proceeded on OUl' tour 
round the Island. In the afternoon, wc dined with 

Georgc Patterson, Esq., at Conference Estate; and 
then hastened on to La Baye, where we arrived about 
sun· set. With only half.an-hour's notice, we had a 

good congregation; and I preached in the! dwelling­
house of Mr. Fletcher, from" God be merciful to me a 

sinner." The presence of the Lord was felt, and we 
received a token for good. A kind friend, lmknown to 
us, provided us with lodgings; and Divine Providence 

seemed to prepare the way before us. The following 
morning, we held a prayer-meeting, at six o'clock; and 
a goodly number attcnded. Grcmille, which stands on 
La Baye, is a considerable village. Like several other 

places through "hich we passed, it had a good pro­
testant church, but no minister. Although densely 
popUlated, this part of the Island was totally destitute 
of the means of evangelical instruction. Several of the 

inhahitants earnestly requested me to visit them again, 
w hieh I promised to do, if possible. "Ve returned 
through the parish of St. David's, which has a good 
ehUl'ch, und a minister ;-l"e first protestant minister 
we IlIId mfl Il'it" in our whole tour. Thc distance we 
travelled that day was twcnty-two miles, through a 
beuutiful and fertile country, with a gently undulating 
surface. 'Ve reached St. George's in the evening, 
"olllcwhat futi6'Ued, but thankful to God for his pre­
't'ning goodnt'ss, having malie a complete circuit of the 
I~land clurillg the four days we had been fi'om home. 
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The impression made upon my mind by this journey 
round the Island,-as to the spiritual destitution of the 
people, the friendly disposition of the planters, and the 
pl'ovidentiu,l openings which presented themselves, was 

such as to induce me to resolve upon a strenuous effort 
to extend the gospel to the most neglected districts. In 
this effort, I was nobly supported by the local preach­
ers, who expressed their readiness to take their full 
share of the work, both in town and country. We felt 
so much encouraged with the prospect of good at 
Duquesne and La Baye, that we arranged at once to 
give preaching to each place every alternate sabbath; 

and we co=enced our visits with pleasing prospects of 
success. At D1.1quesne we succeeded beyond our most 
sanguine expectations. We held our meetings in the 
school-room, which Mr. Fairclough fitted up, as a place 
of worship with pulpit, seats, and lamps complete. The 
infant-school continued to prosper, a promising little 
society was formed; and I had reason to believe that 
several of the members were the subjects of the saving 
grace of God, although they had pre'Viously been ad­
dicted to all the follies of popish superstition. In con­
sequence of the lamented death of Mr. Fairclough, and 
other causes, this station was relinquished in after 
yea~s; but I entertain the pleasing hope, that our 
humble labours, at this period, will ultimately appear 
not to have been in vain in the Lord. 

At La Baye, the magistrates kinclly allowed us tlle 
use of the Court-house for Oill· meetings, for some time: 
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afterwards, we hired a large upper room. But, feeling 

the necessity of a proper place of worship, we resolved 
to attempt the erection of a small chapel, although we 

knew not how we should raise adequate funds for the 

purpose. 'Ve commenccd in faith, and Divine Provi­

dence opencd our way before us. We made our appeal 
to the public, and witnessed such a flow of christian 
benevolence as I ha,e not seen surpassed even in the 

"Test Iudies. On the first day, we collected £50.; and 
the amount was soon increased to £ 230 ;- the cost of 
the erection,-so that no debt was allowed to remain 

ou the premises. One gentleman sent me a donation 
of £ 10. on retiring from the service,-the first he at­
tended. The ,chapel was soon completed and opened 
for divine service, tmder the most pleasing circum­

stances. 'Ve also formed a small society here; and we 
had cheering evidence of a real work of grace among 
tho~c who united themselves with us. 

"'hilst these efforts were being made for the exten­
~ion of the work to the more remote parts of the Island, 

the stations in the capital and its vicinity were regu­
lnrly supplied, as usual, with the means of grace, and 

afforded indubitable evidence of growing prosperity. 
The congregations, in St. George's, were huge and at­
tentiye; a divine unction frequently attended the word 
preached; and scv('rnl were induced to give themseh-es 
to the Lord, and to us by the will of God. The ¥,-es­

k~'an Chapel was attended, not only by the labouring 
('lnRse~, hut by all ranks in the conuntmity. His hon-
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our Chief Justicc Sanderson rented a pew, and was a 

frequent hearer; and his honour the Prcsident, and her 
Majesty's Attorney General, attended occasionally, as 

well as several members of the House of Assembly, and 
respectable merchants of the colony. A kind and 

liberal feeling existed between persons of different de­
nominations, several were brought to a knowledge of 
the truth, and I laboured in peace and comfort. 

During the period of my missionary labours in Grc­
nada, we were not only cheered by the blessed results 
of a preached gospel, but also by the progress of the 
educational department of our work. We had several 
day-schools in active operation, conducted by native 
teachers of respectable talents; and the advancement 
of the children, in various branches of useful informa­
tion, as well as in religious knowledge, was truly grati­
fying. The school in St. George's was of a superior 
character; and I have seldom met with children, in 
any country, more a.pt, intelligent, and interesting, 
than those taught in this establishment. Several of the 

elder scholars gave pleasing evidence of youthful piety, 
an instance or two of which may now be given.-

Rebecca Smith was a little girl about eleven years of 
age, of jet black complexion, and of pleasing counte­
nance, and engaging manners. Her parents were pious 
members of our church, in St. George's, and sent their 
children, from infancy, to the Mission-school, wherc 
Rebecca leamed to read her Bible with fluency, and to 

write a good hand. She had, for some time, giyen 
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evidence of seriousness; and had taken her part in the 
school annin'rsary, with a degree of pathos and feeling 
which was noticed by ail present; when she came to 
me, one day, and requested permission to meet in class; 
I tali{ed with her on the subject of personal religion, 
and the lovo of Christ to little children; she was much 
affected, and wept bitterly. Being satisfied of her 
sincerity, sho "'as received as a candidate for member­
ship. She sought the Lord, thus early in life, and was 
soon made happy in the Saviour's love. During the 
remainder of our stay in Grenada, she gave us great 
satisfaction by her consistent walk and steady deport­
mC'llt. She was fond of reading; and always perused, 
with gJ.·eat interest, the little books we procured from 
England. When we left the Island, little Rebecca was 
milch troubled; and about twelve months after we had 
been at our next station, sho wrote the following letter 
to ~Irs. Moister, in acknowledgment of a little book 
which she had sent to her, a short time before.-

" G-renada, Februa,'Y 14th, 1844. 
,\1)" dear l\ladam, 

I am, a.t this time, very happy in taking my pen to drop you 
thp~t~ few lines, hoping they may find you in -a perfect state of 
hl'nlth, as, ] am happy to say, they leave me at present. I am 
glad tn find that you ha"e not forgotten me. I thank you for 
the prf'~ent you sent me. I am happy also to say, that I am still 
pcrtluadf.>d to follow Christ, my Sariour; and I believe that, if I 
8m faithful Ulito the end, I shall receive a crown of righteousness, 
which lUl Sa,-iour will give unto me in the last day. I also beg 
J'nu to rt'nwmber me in your prayers tp Almighty God, that he 
"ill k('cp me from the e,"il~ that ate in-the world; and more so, 
fl'lJrn Ihe t(,IDIltnlioDs of Satan. :My mother and father join me 



288 MISSIONARY MEMORIALS. 

in sending their respects to you. I have sent you some fruit and 
sweet bread. Please give my best respects to Betsy, and tell 
her, that I hope she has become a member of Christ's church. 
Emma Garry also desires to be kindly remembered to you. I 
have no more to say at pr~sent, but that I hope, j.f we do not 
meet on earth again, we may meet in heaven, where we shall 
neve!:, n.ever part. 

I remain, dear ~1adam, 
Your affectionate sister in Christ, 

To Mrs. Moister. 

Although this letter of the little black girl shews the 
advantages, both temporal and spiritual, which she re­
ceived from the Mission-school, it derives its chief in­
terest £i.·om the fact, that we never did m~et again on 
earth. About eighteen months afterwards, I received a 
letter from her father, informing' me of her happy de~th. 
Having tal,en an affectionate leave of her· brothers and 
sisters, and clu11"ged them to give their hearts to God, 
in the morning of life, she expressed her confident 
hope, that she was going to Jesus, and gently breathed 
her last. 

At an early period of our residence in Grenada, we 
also lost two little boys, belonging to tb;e Mission­
sch091, who were taken ill with fever; and both died 
happy in God, on the same day. All the scholars 
attended the funeral; and it was most affecting to see 
the two little coffins brought into the chapel at the 
same time, and to hear the sweet voices of the children 
.singing the funeral hymn, as they stood a;round the 
remains of their companions. The whole service was of 
an impressiye character; and the little people seemed 
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ill: nfl'ected while I exhorted them to remember now 
~ Creator, in the days of their youth. 

The Grenada station has not only been favolU'ed with 
the ordinary success which generally attends faithful 
and persevering labour; it has had the additioual hon­
qur of furnishing native ministers, to labour in the 
IfI'Il8t mission field. Of these interesting cases, a few 
Wet notices may be given, as illustrative of the blessed 
~ta of christian Missions; and as specimens of the 
~, which we hope will be realized, on a larger 
~ in diJFerent parts of the world . 

• was born in Grenada, but educated in 8cot-
lie WIllI brought to a knowledge of the truth 

._ biI return to the 'West Indies; and when he 
~d my attention, I felt impressed with the 

_ ... ··-t the Lord had a work for him to do in his 
I directed him to such a course of reading 

dlMI.,':. I thought calculated to expand his mind, 
MllHlPDllre him for future usefulness. He became a 

a class-leader, a local preacher; and 
before the District-meeting, as an ac­
for the ministry. lIe was soon af'ter­
to labour with me, in the Biabou cir­

Jaj reaided in my family, I had ample 
IIiit ,1if .•. abil8rnnIIP his walk and conversation. 
~_.:ec1 with me as a son in the gospel; 

1III~~.t" zeal, and perseverance, I in­
that his labours would not be 

T 
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two yeats, he felt it upon his heart to offer himself as a 

missionary for Africa, the land of his fathers . . His letter 
to the Secretaries was published in the " Notices," for 
December, 1844; and his offer was gladly accepted by 
the Committee. I was advised to send him to England 
by the first opportunity, as his services were required 
for an important station on the Gold Coast. At his 
request, I accompanied him to Grenada, to take leave 
of his aged mother and christian friends. An interest­
ing tea-meeting was held in connection with the vale­
dictory services, on the occasion of his leaving his 
native land; and his countrymen presented him with a 

purse, that he might purchase the " LOIl9-on Encyclo­
predia," as a small memento of their affectionate regard. 
The young missionary proceeded to England; preached 
in City-road Chapel, with acceptance; and embarked 
for Africa, shortly afterwards :in company with the 
Rev. T. B. Freeman. After labouring for some time 
on the coast, he was appointed to Kumasi, the capital 
of Ashanti, from whence he has occasionally communi­
cated to me the pleasing result of his labours~ as well as 
various particulars of the human sacrifices which were 
offered by the king, at that period. During the fiye 
years that he has laboured in Africa, he has enjoyed 
general good health, while many European missionaries 
have sickened and died ;-thus confirming the hope so 
long cherished, that the West India Missions may yet 
furnish a class Qf labourers for Western Africa., consti­
tutionally adapted to endure that unhealthy climate. 
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,V. G. is also a native of Grenada, and rec')ived his 

first religious impressions at the Wesleyan sabbath­
school. Soon after his conversion, he removed to To­

bago, to take charge of a mission-school. Here he 

pursued his studies, under the direction of the Rev. 
Henry Hurd, became a local-preacher, passed his ex­

amination, and was recei"l"ed as a candidate for the 
ministry, at the District-meeting, held in Barbadoes, in 

1845. Being very young, he was sent to the " Theo­
logical Institution," at Richmond, where he continued 

his studies with great advantage for three years. He 
then reccived an appointment to Sicrra Leone, where 
he now labours with acceptance and success. 

In addition to these, several other young men, of 
mperior talent, have been raised up to preach the gos­
pel, in Grenada. Being settled in business, they act in 
the capacity of local preachers, and their useful labours 

are highly appreciated, both by the missionaries and 
their fellow countrymcn. 

Another pleasing feature of our work in Grenada 
was, the zeal and liberality with which all classes of 
tl1(> community came forward to support the Mission 
causc. The first year of my appointment to the station, 
the proceeds of the " Branch Missionary Society" a­
mounted to £164. 16s. ld.; being an advance on the 
preceding year of £64. 158. 3d.; but during the second 
yenr, we realized the noble sum of £227. lOs. Od. for 
MisHions, in addition to moneys raised weekly and quar­
terly for the ordinary support of the work of God in 

T2 
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the 'Islmld, a~ld for the erection of new chapels. It 
must not be supposed from this statement, that our 
people were genel'l111y wealthy. The majority of those 
who had embraced the gospel were labomers and 
tradesmen; and the large amount of money, annually 
raised for the spread of the gospel, was the result of 
combined and systematic effort, such as may be fairly 
held up as an example to professing christians in more 

highly favoured lands. Om missiona.ry-meetings were 
. also characterized by native talent, as well as by gen­
uine missionary zeal and liberality. 

At a Missionary-meeting, held in St. George's, on 
the evening of Tuesday, August 31st, 1841; after sev­
eral eloquent speeches by James N. Brown, Richard 
'iValker, Robert Gentle, Esquires," and other intelli­
gent gentlemen of colour, all natives of the "Vest In­
dies; A~exander '\Vake, a native of Africa, and a piou,s 
class-leader, was induced to say a few words. He en-

• These gentlemen have been elevated by their talent to some 
of the most responsible positions in society. On the sabbath, 
they may occasionally be found in the Wesleyan thapel pro­
claiming the truths of the" gospel to their fellow-coun trymen, and 
during the week. they may be beard in the House of A~seDlbly, 
taking a part in legislating for their native country. D. J . Da­
vison, Esq., 11he talented editor and proprietor of the" Grenada. 
ChroniCle" has also done good services to his country, by the 
diffusion of enlightened and liberal principles. J felt bappy to 
welcome him to the shores of England, on the occasion of are· 
cent visit, and to entertain him at the Isle of Wight, where he 
took a part in several :Missional'y-roeetings, and gratified our 
people by his statement"s of the progress of the gospel in the 
'Vest Indies. 
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liIyl&.lIoured under feel.i:ngs of deep emotion; and, m 
.~l!.1'lIeofhis address, made the following remarks:-

• J,Ir Chairman and christian Friends,- I feel .ashamed t~ 
_ UJ/ ~~(i!re 8uch a large company; but I love the mission 
"'I!JI8. I,ast :fear, I gave three dollars; but this yeal" I want to 
~W dollars. The world is very large ;-it has four quar; 
~ I_t to give one dollar for each quarter of the world. 

!)I'PPl_l do 80: somebody may say, • Brother Sandy does 
Jib, ove hil Own country more than other countries.' I therefore 

tit lri"" one dollar more. Mr. Chairman, this must be my 
~ptlCIlI.:-one dollar for Europe, one dollar for America, 

OVa&' for Allia, and t1Do dollars for Africa !" 

'l'bD good man regularly contributed a shilling per 
..... . his class, besides aiding the cause in various 

.. ""r""'r)I§'lI; and such was his love for his country, 
-..uy commenced learning to write, in his 

- .... - -,wiSh &. view to prepare himself to return to 
_ .... _ ...... . bour for the benefit of his countrymen; 

"N".~e had taken any furthcr steps in the mat­
._~!JiI:II!d.tohi8 reward . 
... LtI~~l-'. specimen of native eloquence, at a 

held at Woburn; on Tuesday, Au­
a labourer, of jet black com-

said;-
Friend.,-Me feel unwordy of 

lIle by me dear minister, to stand up 
nations. But doe me feel un­

of de good we all receive by 
I look back, Sir, to de time 

at Caliviny Estate, [ see 

-:~===~:,~~:,one good minister, Sir, but 
"l Sir. At dat time, we 110 

wiRed 100 much. When minister 
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come to preach, de bell go toll ; de driber cra.ck he whip, and he 
wait for ODe hour, and den who no you tink come, Sir' only de 
old sick invalid. 'Ve young people no want to come, Sir, but de 
missionaries be men of faith, patience, and courage: they up-ber 
tired, Sir. By and bye, God hah mevcy upon we j and we begin 
to like de good word: maay begin to seek de Lord, and many 
can rejoice in him to-day. ~Iy dear bredren, many people in 
Africa he dark, same way we been dark before; let us send dem 
de gospel. You can't go: I can't go: and if we could go, we 
couldn't preach; but we can send. Shall OUf kindred in Africa 
perish widout de gospel while we' hab it in our power 1.0 send it 
to dem ~ 'Ye can't say we not able, we can do it. -. Defol'etime, 
we been poor slaves, and we work for. lashes,. now, we all be 
free, and we work for money. De gospel do all dis 'for we: let 
us send it to ebery part of de world. Freely we hab Ieeeived, let 
us freely give." 

After labouring very happily for two years in Grena. 
da, we wm'e called to separate from our beloved people. 
On Sunday evening, Janna.}")' the 29th, 1843, I preached 
the last time, in St. George's, and was led to mge the 
people to live to God, and to " meet me in heaven." 
111is circumstance elicited from J. G. a young man of 
colour, the following lines, which he sent me the next 
day, and which I gladly place on record, as a specimen 
of native talent, as well as a proof of sincere christian 
affection.-

Meet you there! ' there is something both awful and sweet 
In t.hose words of your charge, H meet me ther~." 

'Tis so truly sublime, and with love so replete, 
And comes from a heart so sincere. 

J.oleet you there! and why not ~ shall t.he trammels of sin 
Ever fetter me down to vile clay ~ 

No, no, I will mount! the great prize I must win; 
I cannot stop short in the way. 
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The price has been paid, and the Lamb has been slain, 
And what is the hindrance now' 

'Vorld, Satan, and sin, all your arts are in vain; 
To the altar of Jesus I bow. 

Your Saviour a mansion for you did prepare, 
Stin travel to heaven, I shall meet you tI,er •. 

295 

On Tuesday, the 31st, we embarked for our new 
station; being accompanied on board the " Harriet" 
by several of the friends, who were deeply concerned 
at our leaving. The school children were assembled 
on the wharf; and, as we stepped into the boat, they 
commenced singing a beautiful farewell hymn. Our 
hearts were full when we bade them, "Good bye;" 
and the last sound which we heard, was that of their 
dear infant voices, wafted over the water as we left the 
shores of Grenada.~' 

The following brief notices may afford the reader a 
view of the principal stations occupied by our Society, 
and of the present state of the work in this Island.-

ST. GEORGE'S is the capital of the colony; and the 
place where the missionary resides. The chapel is a 
good stone-building, of respectable appearance, and 
will scat about five hundred persons. The means of 

• Had the limits of these sketches permitted, I should gladly 
ha.ye given a. few extracts from several addresses which I received, 
both in proije and verse, from local-preachers, stewards, leaders, 
and chrb,tinn friends, as well as some account of the" testimonial'· 
which WIlS kindly presented to me on the occasion. Our friends 
in Grenada may ue assured, however, that they are not forgotten: 
they will have a place in oU): affectionate remembrance until the 
day of our de.th. 
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$T!U)C are generally well attended; and we haye a good 
d(by-school, conducted ' by an intelligent native teacher. 

The Mission-house was formerly situated near the cha­
pel; but a superior residence for the minister has re­
cently been purchased. It is situated on the hill which 
divides the town into two compartiments, and com­

mands a delightful prospect on either hand. 
,V OBURN is about fou.· miles to the south of St. 

George's, between Clarke's Court and Caliviny Estates. 
In 1837, a substautial school-house was erected here, 
by the aic!l of a Government-grant for education. A 
day-school is conc!lucteru. in this building, with great ad­
vantage to the children of the labourers on the sur­
rounding estat@s; and it is used as ru place of worship 
on the sabbath. The attendance is g(j)od; alld a COIl­

.siderable number of the laboming population has been 
united in church-fel~owship. 

CONSTANTINE is about four mile$ from St. George's, 
in the contra.'Y direction. :Here we haye another cha­

pel-sghool; similar in every respect to that of "Vobur~. 
It stands on au .elevated ridge, at the foot of the Grand 
Etang mountain, with fertile valleys on ei~her hand. 
The school and the public services ai'e well attended by 

. the labourers and tneir children, resident in the neigh­

. bourh(j)od. These stations are supplied on the sabbath, 
chiefly by na'llive preachers,-themselves the fruit of 

missionary labour. 
LA BAYE is about fourteen miles from St. George's, 

on the windward side of the Island. Mehill~ , a bust-
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ling little place is situated on La Baye, where large 

vcssels from Europe take in their cargos. On an emi­
nence, behind the town, stands our new chapel, which 

will seat about two hundred persons. A day-school is 

in active operation; and a small society has been form­
cd: but the prevailing superstitions of Romanism form 

the greatest barrier to the progr'css of the work. The 

road lying betwecn St. George's and La Baye is over 
the grand Etang. It is steep and nlgged; but the sur­

rounding sconery is grand beyond description. 
CARRIACOU is a beautiful little Island, about tell 

miles from Grenada, of which it is a dependency. It 
contains a few large suga,r estates; and the population 

is said to be nearly four thousand. A few years ago, 
we had a resident missionary here a short time, but the 
rCbult was not such as to warrant a continuance of the 

arrangement, especially when the depressed state of the 

socicty's funds was taken into account. '" e have still 
a fcw members connected with us, who are visited 
occasionally by the missionary. 

". c have now, ill connexion ,,·ith the Grenada :'IIis­
sioll, foal" chapels, one 7nissiona.·y, three day-schools, 

tIm'" IWlldrpd and eight scholars, and jive "undl"ed and 

e'ght!l-"i"e t!wrch -mlf",bers. One tllOltmnd four huncb'ed 

alld si.d!1 pertions are also reported as attending the 
ministry of the missionary. 



CHAPTER XI. 

THE ISLAND OF TOBaGO. 

Missiona,'Y Voyages-Appearance of Tobago-Settled by the Dutch 
- Taken by the Prench-Conq,tered by the English-Prosperity 
of the Cowny-Aspect of the Count''Y-TolOns and Village8-
Populatian-Religion and Ml)rality-Moraman Missionary So­
ciety-London MissionarlJ Society- Wesleyan Missionary Soci. 
ety- Progress of the Work--M'ission Stations :-&arbMi)Ugh, 
Mount St. George, M.ason Hall- Vi~it to America. 

ONE of the greatest discomforts of the missionaries 
and their fami'lies, in the smaller Islands of the West 
Indies, is, the tossing about on the sea, to which they 
are subject generally once a year, in going to the an­
nual District meeting, or in removing to their new sta­
tions. The vessels usually employed on those occasions 
are small, inconvenient, little sloops or schooners; and 
when the party is large, it requires some ·activity and 
contrivance to make arrangements for cooking, eating, 
and sleeping, during the voyage, which sometimes lasts 
a week or ten days. The superintendence of these mat­
ters devolves, as a matter of course, upon ,those mission­
aries who are most free from sea-sickness, and otherwise 
best adapted for the office; and we soon become recon­
ciled to a mode of life which, at tirst, is anything but 
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agreeable. On these occasions, we find some ' relief 

in the harmony and good feeling which pervade the 
company. As christian missionaries, we know nothing 

of coldness or shyness in our social intercourse. Re­

maining in the same District for ten, fifteen, or twenty 

years, if spared so long, "'e become well acquainted 
with each other; and, being so frequently till'own upon 

our own resources, as a body of ministers, in far distant 

lands, in circumstances of joy and of son-ow, we become 
united by ties of affection, such as can be understood 

only by those who have been called to leave kindred 
and home, to preach the gospel to the heathen. vVe 

love as brethren; and no sacrifice is thought too great 

to make to promote each others comfort. Many a 
beautiful moon-light night have we sat upon the deck 

of the vessel, and talked about Missions, books, home, 
kindred, and friends, until we have become so deeply 
interested in the subjects of conversation, that we have 

been loath to " tum in." Since the VI' est India Steam 
Packet Company's vessels have been plying among the 
Islands, we have occasionally been enabled to travel in 

them; but the charges are so high, that we still feel 

bound, by a conscientious regard to economy, to go by 
,mall sailing vessels; especially when a family, or heavy 
luggage, has to be removed. 

These inter-colonial voyages of the missionaries are 
sometimes attended with considerable danger. The 
vessels themsch'es, which traffic among the Islands, are 

not well adapted to encounter stormy "'eather; and the 
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'creole captains who command them, m'e too frequently 
but partiall); acquainted with the science of navigation. 
After having beeIi out at sea for several days, we have 

sometimes gladly embraced the opportunity which pre­
sented itself on falling in with a vessel, of inquiring our 
way to the next port! and we have been obliged, more 
than once, to assume the entire control of the vessel we 
had chartered, and direct the sailors what to do, being 
apprchensive of the consequences of leaving aU to the 
captain. 

On one occasion, when on our way from Trinidad to 
St. V lllCent, we were placed in circumstances of consid­
erable peril. Having to call at Grenada, to take in the 
ruissionaq who was going to the District-meeting, we 
stood direotly for that Island. "\Ve made Point Saline 
about sun-set; but the wind being ra.ther unfa.vourable, 
\\;e had to beat up the coast after dark. The captain 
was totally unacquainted with the coast, and we were 
at a loss to know w ha t course to take. "\Ve conld faint­
ly discern something white a head, which was pro­
nounced, by a loquacious sailor, to be the town of St. 
George. It was soon settled that we sholud proceed 
straight forward, at once; but before we had sailed 
many hlmdred ym'ds, we founel ourselves upon a dan­
gerous and rocky shore; and that, instead of entering 
the harbour, we were mal<ing towm'cls a field, from 
which the suga.r-canes had been reap eel. "\Ye had 
scarccly time to consult about the matter, when we 
found ourselYCS surrOlUlelcd "ith breakers, the dcalcn-
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hich W!lS anything but agreeable. At my 
the Captain instantly let go the anchor; and 

•• lO;ined, during the night, in a narrow basin, al -
l/i!nTOunded with reefs. As the motion of the 
W1IiI considerable, we were apprehensive that she 
drag her anchor; Mr. Ranyell and I, therefore, 

•• lVI11lCh during the night; but we were thankful to 
"1J)!Jlb&1~· 1Il1e held her ground. The next morning, our 
."urliWtlS seen from the harbour, and a number of .".tIl immediately manned and came out to assist 

•• 'pe:ril()US position. In the meantime, perceiv­
_HIIm~w channel by which we had entered, we 

"._."td1ch.or, tacked out into the open sea, bore up 
.Mlltlll:rlll>U:r, and met our kind friends coming down, 

" 1IilI:I:,ullheartilyon our providential deliverance. 
_p.&It~ joined by the Rev. George Beard and 

proceeded on our yoyage, truly thankful 
1II(f1"'lllly Father for his preserving goodness . 
.... Il8'ringnight, we found ourselves in com­
•• "WmIt)icioUlI"lookiing Spanish launch, which 

lIII_iIIIlolby some on board to be a pirate. Our 
1liI ... ·~"8i'8 increased by the circumstance of 

1!!C~1I8~'~ing nearly come in collision, when 
tae!m," on which occasion, the 

language to each other. _IIM_ ~ glad to find that our di~-

••• lIiIIO:illiia.ppl~ared, and we procced-

if1Ili11lI2·:. r ' BbnlllRl District-meeting WII8 
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held in Tobago,-the on'ly colony in the " St. Vincent 
and Demerara, District," to which I had not the plea­

sure of an appointment, during the period of my mis­
sionary labours in the IV est Indies. I visited the sta­
tion, however; and having had ample opportunities of 
marking the progress of events in that Island, f0r many 
years, it is with pleasure I record a few particulars, 
which may be inte17esting to the friends of Missions. 

The navigation between Grenada and Tobago is some­

what dreary and intricate, as it is generally necessary 
to steer between the Grenadines. On the occasion to 

which I allude, we left Grenada on IVednesday, Janu­
ary the 27th, and beat up against the wind to Union, 
from whence we were enabled to lay our course for the 
place of our destination. On Friday, we made the 
Island: it was not very attractive in its appearance on 
the eastern coast. The shore being very dangerous 
and rocky, we had to keep well out to sea, until we 
came opposite the port. On the following morning, 
we entered the harbour and came to anchor, with the 
town of Scarborough clearly in view, which presented 
a very agreeable prospect. On Monday evening, the 
1st of February, I preached in town; and on Sunday, 
the 7th, I spent a ha,ppy day, at Mount St. George, in 
company with my respected friend the Rev. J. Black­
well; wh0 kindly shared in the services of the sanctu­
ary. Vve were treated with much kindness and hospi­
tality by the fi-iends generally, and especially by A, 

Melyille and J. Commissiong, Esquires. Having fin-
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tIdIIIt Om< 'business, we returned to our respective sta· 
• BltOlU'llbly impressed with our visit to this Island. 

!It ne"V1ir' been accurately ascertained by whom 
1hI IIiibid IIfll'obago was at first discovered; but, from 
Gte ~iftOrds which we find of its early history, it 
~ to hlwe passed through various changes, in its 
~"et Cldlonization. As early as 1632, a party of 
Du1Idl1ll1Wnturer& from Flessingen landed on the shores 
dt"'J.'6bAgo, and formed the first European settlement. 

'1IfIat; period, the Island was found without inhabi. 
... 1Jut it bore evident marks of having been once 
~ bTa. savage and warlike race of Indians. The 
.,.lI:fda ot TrDIidad no sooner heard of the formation 

llidmt colony, than, influenced by a spirit of 
•• Ift t'lrey fitl;ed out an expedition agaiust it; in 
W!tJ"~IB' .1!re joined by the savage natiVe/! of the 
•• rM~g) conti:bent of South America. The Du~h 
•• lfo\IfillU taken by surprise, and fell an easy prey to 

Most of them were cruelly 
•••• r'*lili1e. tlt6 few who escaped, fled to the 
."".W1t1~'e(!retlld themselves until they found 

"1iIIl:tt11b\.1~-e the completed 
took their de. 

_, .... " .... ft_ left without 

lIiiI"i!"!s" alfteJ~l'd!r. the Dutch made a 
._lftbIlII.-t1ih!Jtlent; but they had not 
_Nl.IilW!IJr"hdl1Ses and cultivating the 
1IWiJ6~_·l:Ciliity · were attacked and van· 



quished by the English. The conquerors were not per­
mitted long to enjoy the fruits of their victory, being 
soon afterwards attacked, in their turu, by the French, 

to whom they were obliged to yield the colony. Louis 
XIY, having more territory than he could either people 
or defend, restored Tobago to the Dutch, its original 
possessors. The resident colonists now received an ac­
cession of more than a tho~sand settlers from Holland; 
and commenced the cultivation of tobacco, indigo, cot­
ton, ' and sugar, on a seale never before attempted. 

In 1677, the French, being allured by the improved 
state of the colony, equipped a fleet to tal,e possession 

of it; but the Dutch, being aware of the design of their 
enemies, also sent a stroug naval force to defend it. 
The hostile fleets came in contact off the coast of To­
bago, w J;tere a fearful conflict followed, in which every 
ship was dismasted, and twelve vessels burned to ashes, 
while several others were slmk. Those which escaped 
were reduced to mere wrecks; and the French were 
obliged to rel'inquish their undertaking. They renewed 
the at.tack, however, a few months'llfterwards, when a 
shell, thrown into the fortification of the colonists, blew 
up their powder magazine, and decided the contest in 
favour of the assailants. Instead of settling in the Is­
land, the French dismantled the fortifications; set fire 
to the houses, plantations, and ships in the harbour; 
transported the inhabitants from the country; and took 
their depm:ture, leaving the Island once more without 
an inhabitant, in which st8;te it remained for fifty years. 
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. ... ,~63. the English. onee more took possession of 
~ _ laid the foundation of a permanent and 

~QS colony. Our countrymen committed an 
f!IPeIioq.cor, however, in ~rming their settlements 
~.pD the lee.ward side of the Island, which was 

to be ~ unhealthy, and great sickness and 
~ wera .the x:esult. They afterwards turned 
~tiOP. to the windward district, which proved 
~ .,uabri.ous. In 1781, the colony was once 
__ ~by tha French; but it was re.taken by the 

~.rMI~4 ~Jt.Tobllgo is situated in latitude 110 10' 

".I!fIai~~~ loigitude 600 30' west. It is only about 

"_."'~I..a~: ten broad. The scenery is not of 
"Jt4lil!JiIJ~i¥l· o~!1J!Intic character which we find in 

u 
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SOARBOROUGH, the capital of the colony, is conveni­
entl y situated on rising ground, which gives it a beau­
tiful nppearance from the shipping in the harbour. 
The populntion may amount to four · thousand. The 
town contains several good buildings, some of which 
are erected of wood and others of stone and brick. The 
Wesleyan Chapel, English Church, and Court.. house, 
are respectable edifices; as well as some of the private 
dwellings occupied by merchants, planters, and others. 
The fort and barracks are situated on the top of a hill, 
above the town, and command a delightful and exten­
sive prospect. Immediately below, we have a view of 
the streets and houses of Scarborough, with the vessels 
in the harbour; and beyond, appear sevel'al beautiful 
little ~ocky Islands, over whioh the lnilk-white foam of 
the ocean is frequently breaking; whilst in the dis­
tance, on the southern horizon, may be seen the dim blue 
outline of the Island of Trinidad and the Spanish M~ 
Caurland, Man-of-war Bay, and a few other places, are 
inconsiderable villages in different parts of the Island. 

The population of the colony may be estimated at 
twenty thousand. They are chiefly Engiish, Scotclr, 
Africans and their descendents. Like most of the iJ1ll 
habitants of the West Indies, they were generally d8'I 
moralized in their habits, during the long and cruet 
reign of slavery. 

The" Moravian Missionary Society" had the 
of being first in this field of evangelical labour. 
1790, thc Rev. T. Montgomery removed from 
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."4.lJ:o~l2O. at the urgent request of Mr. Hamilton, 
.,(IIII#loutmn of !JODSiderable property and influence ill 
~ MiJ. M. 'Was received with great kindness 
... ~ tke Go .... emor, Count Dillon, as well 
~~ of the colony; and, at first, the 
JdIipeat ~ wry promising. His labours were 
_~ l1o.wever, by various untoward circum­

~ AlJ;u.utiay broke out among the soldiers of the 
a r ........... was reduced to ashes by a destruc­
____ .. eaoa afterwards, a dreadful hurricane laid 

1111.,. ... ~ country. These events, which suc-
.. etlIer in. rapid succession, caused great 

..... Iii .... oolony; and when the effects had 

...... W II1I!8ti.Dp could again be held for the re­

"." •• iIm,of the people, the negroes manifested 
__ •• IiDt,,88 tel attend. On one occasion, four-

.~ ... ~er. after the missionary had waited 1M!ij."' __ thnl& made their appearance; while, 

.... ., .. l\II~. IIDt a single person came near the 

i1!I.~""'~"r¢I. for a. year, Mr. Montgomery 
..... r'allllllllCeSs. In one communication, 

.... " .. 11; grief ie, tliat we halle flot yet 
••• 1III1im ... CJ 8cwiotw." Having lost 
••• ti!I.~.c1y8ellltaty, the mill8ionary 
•• _ .. ,...~ __ ~ . a few months after-

__ I,. ~ the sorrows of time 

,. ...... 1Ih6 __ with .. fa'fll~. 
t12 
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able reception from many of the planters, and who 

commenced his labours with a prospect of success; but 
about three years afterwards, it was again abandoned, 
in consequence of the alarm which prevailed, on ac­
count of a conspiracy among the negroes to murder all 
the white inhabitants, and take possession of the Island. 

Several years afterwards, the Mission was once more 
renewed, under more favourable circumstances; and it 
has continued iIi active operation to the present time. 

About the year lSOS, the" London Missiona;ry Soci­
ety" appointed the Rev. R. Elliott to commence a Mis­
sion in Tobago. A chapel was erected for his accom­
modation in Scarborough, where he had a small con­
gregation of white and coloured people. He also 
preached 0n several esta;tes; but, as the Mission was 
attended with considerable expense and little success, 
it w~s rerfuquished in ISH, and Mr. Elliott removed to 
Demerara, where his labours were greatly blessed. 

In 1816, the" vYesleyan Missionary Society" com­
menced their labours in this Island, by the appointment 
of the Rev. Messrs. Nelson and Stephenson, who were 
-received with cordiality and listened to with attention. 
Preaching was immediately commenced at Scru-borough, 
and on the neighbouring estates; sabbath-schools were 
also established; anll an encouraging measure of suc­
cess was realized. In 1826, the missionaries reported 
as follows :- " Our congregations continue generally 
good both in town and country, and the people ru'e se­
rious and attentive. In some places there is a peculiar 



WEST INDIES. 309 

spirit of hearing manifested. A few have been added 

to society, most of whom give good evidence of a 
change of heart. The society, in general, maintain a 

pious, circumspect, walk and conversation; and though 

most are, as yet, only babes in Christ, some have at, 

tained a good degree of stability, and are our rejoicing 
in ·the Lord." 

Although the missionaries were, at this early period, 

. encouraged, by these indications of good, the impres­
sion made upon the slave population was very limited, 

and the number of those who had become united in 
church-fellowship, of all classes, only amounted to eigh­

ty. The difficulties of slavery were keenly felt in this 
Island in common with other colonies; and the men of 
God who occupied the station, from time to time, calm­

ly waited in prayerful expectation of better days,­
when cvery hindrance should be removed, and the way 
more fully opened for a full and free promulgation of 
the ever blessed gospel. 

When the day of freedom dawned upon the West 
Indies, a change was produced in the circumstances 

and moral feelings of the negroes, which must have 
been truly gratifying to every genuine philanthropist, 
as it wns to the missionaries who laboured among them. 

Being emancipatcd from the chains of slavery, and ele­
vated to the position of citizens of a free country, the 
people felt that they were men, and that they must now 
attend to the things pertaining to their high destany.in 

the world to come. In this mighty change in the con-
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d~tion, sentiments, and habits of the people, Tobago 
shared in a la;rge degree. The influence of the Holy 

Spirit, moreo'Ver, attended the preaching of the gospel; 
and an extensive revival of religion was the blessed re­
sult. In 1834, there were only about one hundred 
members in society; but, a few years afterwards, they 
had increased to upwards of fifteen hundred. In the 
times of slavery, our educational labours were confined 
to sabbath-schools; but since emancipation, day-schools . 
have been established in various parts of the country, 
and the people have made -rapid progress in religious 
and general information. 

In the year 1839, the Rev. George Ranyell was ap­
pointed to Tobago; and dUlwg the three years that he 
laboured there, he was permitted to realize a large 
-measure of success: The congregations in Scarborough 
speedily improved, every pew in the ()hapel was en­
gaged, and a number of persons were brought to a 
knowledge of the truth. At Mount St. George, also, 
there was a large ingathering of precious souls to the 
church of Christ; and, though alone on the station, the 
missionary extended his labours to the windward dis­
trict of the Island, where inviting openings presented 
themselves for the introduction of the gospel. When 
the people had once heard the blessed truths of the 
gospel, such was their desire to be more fully instruct­
ed in the way to heaven, that they frequently walked 
down to Mount St. George, (a distance of twelve and 
iourteen 1l1iles,) to hear a sermon, and returned to theu: 
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homes the same day. It was pleasing also to observe, 
at this period, the absence of former prejudices against 
the gospel among the higher classes of the community. 
Wherever the missionary went, he was received with 
kindness and entertained with hospitality. 

In the short space of two years, nearly three hundred 
members were added to the Society; and a large in­
crease was realized in the financial resources of the 
Mission. In 1844, the Tobago" Branch Missionary 
Society" raised and remitted the noble sum of £ 300. 
The people of God were willing in the day of his power. 
On one occasion, when the missionary was coming home 
from the windward part of the Island, the rain descen­
ded in torrents; and he got a severe wetting. A few 
weeks afterwards, on returning to the same estate, he 
preached in the boiling-honse, and just before he con­
cluded the service, a smart black man stepped up to 
him and said; " Stop, Massa; we go make collection 
to-night." "A collection for what," said the mission­
ary, " I have not heard of it." "N eber mind, Massa; 
we been want for make collection." They were allowed 
to proceed, a hat was handed round, and a liberal col­
lection was made. The good man who had taken the 
lead in the business then came up and poured the 
money out upon the table, and said: "Now, Massa 
minister, de collection be for you, for your wet jacket 
de last time you come to preach to we ! " The mission­
ary was pleasingly surprised at this act of liberality and 
kind consideration. lIe explained to them, that he 
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required no such remuneration for his " wet jucket," 

and that the money they had so generously contributed 

would be given to aid the funds of the" great Society" 

who sent him. He ilio assureeil. them, that he would 

continue his visits with pleasure; and that his gr'eatest 

reward would be, their seFious attention to the truths 

which he preached .. 

In 1!H[, the Rev. James Bickford was appointed to 

Tobago, and nobly followed up the labours of his zeal­

ous predecessor, both in town and country; a.nd the 

gooa work continued to prosper in all its departments. 

!The f0110wing year, a second missionary was appointed 

to this station, the chapel in Scarborough was enla.J:ged, 

the new places in the Femote parts of the Island were 

more frequently supplied with preach~ng, and a large 

number of members were gathered ~nto the church of 

Christ. 

'.Fhe Rev. HeIlry Hurd was appointed to the superin­
tendeney of this Mission, in 1844; a.nd, during the 

period of his zealous labours in the Island, the good 

work stead1Jy advancea on aU the stations. 
Thus, tJie Mission in T@bago continued to prosper 

fi'om year to year, without anything occuning to im­
pede its progress, till, in 184'7, a dreadful hurricane laid 

waste the whole country, and involved many of 0ur 

people in the" loss of all things." Several of our cha­
pels also were laid in ruins, and the missionaries were 

placed in circumstances of extreme financial difficulty. 
These · obsta.cles they are now surmounting, however; 
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and, by the zealous efforts of the people on the spot and 
the generous assistance afforded from England, the 
sanctuaries are rising from the ruins, and the cause of 
God is assuming its wonted healthy aspect. 

The missionaries who have been appointed to Toba­
go. of late years, have been ably assisted, in thcir evan­
gelical labours, by a noble band of local. preachers. 
Some of these occupy honourable stations in civil soci­
ety; but they are "not ashamed of the gospel of 
C'hrist." Angus Melville, Esq., a member of the House 
of Assembly, and Joseph Commissiong, Esq., Collector 
of H. M. Customs, and others, have long taken their 
part in supplying our pulpits, both in town and country. 

The following observations may serve to illustrate 
the characteristic features of each station, and the pre­
sent state of the work in Tobago.-

SCARBOROUGH is the head of the circuit, and the 
place where the superintendent minister resides. The 
chapel is a substantial and respectable edifice, built of 
stone and brick, with the residence of the missionary 
above, on a second story, commanding a delightful pros­
pect. It 'Was erected soon after the first establishment 
of the mission; but such was the prosperity of the 
work, in after years, that it became too small for the 
congregation. In 1842, it was enlarged by the addition 
of a wing to the front, under the direction of the Rev. 
James Bickford, and it will now accommodate about six 
hnndred persons. It is generally well attended by an 
intelligt'nt and respectable people. An excellent day-
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school is in active operation, which has already been of 
great benefi.t to the town and neighbourhood. 

MOUNT ST. GEORGE, sometimes called Elsineur, a­

bout eight miles from Scarborough, is an important 
country station; and has, for several years, been fa­
voured with a resident minister, A co=edious cha­
pel, built of wood, with a dwelling-house, and several 
acres of land at this place, were generously presented to 

the "Wesleyan Missionary Society," in the year 1836, 
by Angus Melville, Esq., a tried friend of the Mission 
cause. The buildings we~e completely demolished by 

the hurricane of 1847; but their place is no doubt oc­
cupied by others, s~ill better adapted for the improved 
state of the Mission. The old chapel would seat about 

four hundred, and it was well attended by the labourers 
from the surrounding estates. An excellent day-school 
was also exerting a mest beneficial influence upon the 
rising generation. 

MASON fuLL is an interesting country station, about 
four miles from Scarborough. Preaching was com­
menced here, and a chapel erected by the Rev. John 
Wood, in 1838; and the first society was formed by 
the Rev. George Ranyell, in the course of the following 
year. The prospect was very discouraging, for some 
time; but afterwards, a delightful change was manifest 
in the disposition of the people to hear the word, and 
there was a l~ge ingathering of precious souls into the 
church of CIlJ:ist. We have now, at this place, ahout 
four hundred people ~ted in church-fellowship with 
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us. Such was the rapid progress of the work, that a 
few yeal's ago the chapel became too small for the con-
gregation; and it was removed and enlarged by the .. 
Rev. Hemy l!urd, and will now accommodate about 
five hundred. This place is favoured with a day-school, 
and it is supplied with preaching by the missionaries 
and local-preachers from Scarborough. 

Of late years, the missionaries have extended their 
L'lbours to Coit1'lwnd, Englishman's Bay, Ma.n-oj-war 
Ba.y, and to several important places in the windward 
part of the Island; where promising societies have been 
formed, chapel-schools erected, and the apparatus of 
the Mission set to work in all its departments. Few 
Missions have progressed more rapidly since the glori­
ous era of emancipation than the one in this colony. 

We have now, in the Island of Tobago, five clwpels, 
two missionaries, six d(ty-schools, seven lwnd.-ed (too thir­

ty schola1's, and fijteen hundred and thirty-six church 

members :-So mightily has the word of God prevailed! 

Early in the year 1844, after labouring in the West 
Indies ten years, with scarcely any interruption from 
actual sickness, I experienced such a serious failure of 
health as to render it necessary, either to quit the trop­
ics entirely, or to take a voyage for a few weeks to a 
colder climate. Being ardently attached to the mission­
ary work, and to the dear brethren with whom I was 
associated in the St. Vincent District, I decided on the 
latter expedient. My medical attendant recommended 
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a voyage to America; and as I had relatives and friends 

in the United States, to whom a visit would be very 
• agreeable, I resolved to act accordingly, my dear wife 

nobly volunteering to remain and attend to our mission­
ary establishment and schools at Biabou, during my 
absence. An account of this tour may be given, as 
communicated in a letter to a friend on my return to 
the 'West Indies.-

" St. Vincent, August 6th, 1844. 
Dear Friend, 

I have great pleasure in giving you a brief account of my trip 
to America; which, I am happy to say~ has answered its intended 
purpose, and afforded me much interest. 

On Wednesday, the 10th of April, I embarked at Kingstown, 
on board the steamer H Medway," bound for Bermuda. My 
fellow passengers, about thirty in number, were military and na­
val officers, merchants, planters, and private gentlemen. Among 
them was Mr. Van Buren, son of the Ex-President of the Uuited 
States, and his amiable lady, to whom I was introduced, and 
whom I found very agreeable travelling companions. The 
"Medway" is a splendid vessel, two hundred and thirty feet 
long; and fitted up with every convenience and comfort. 

During the two following days, we kept steaming along to 
leeward of the Caribbee Islands; and called to deliver the mails, 
and to receive and land passengers, at St. Lucia, ~1:artinique, 

D~ominica, Gaudaloupe, Ant.igua, Monserrat, Nevis, St. Kitts, 
and Tortola. Of some of these Islands we had a fine view; and 
altogether, the passage was interesting and agreeable. I bad the 
happiness of meet.ing with Messrs. Tregellis and Jessup, Quaker 
ministers, on a mission to the West Indies, whom I bad pre­
viously seen in St. Vincent. I had als~ a brief interview with the 
Rev. J. Horsford, of Dominica, and myoid friend the Rev. J. 
Pilcher, who scarcely recognised me after ten years labour with­
in the tropics. 

On Saturday, the 13th, we passed through a narrow channel, 
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among the Virgin Islands, and entered the spacious harbour of 
St. Thomas, where we had a. fine view of the town from the deck 
of the steamer. This being a free port for vessels of all nations, 
it is much resorted to; and the town exhibits a degree of splen­
dour and gaiety not seen in the English colonies. As the vessel 
was to remain here a day or two, we went on shore, and were 
much pleased with the appearance of the place. Having beon 
introduced to a respectable Jewish merchant, I attended the 
synagogue with him; and witnessed a grand religious ceremony, 
-the confirmation, by the Rabbi, of six young ladies; after 
which a sermon was preached in English. I also called upon the 
Moravian missionary, who received me courteously j but regretted 
that he could not offer me his pulpit, in consequence of Wesleyan 
missionaries being prohibited, by the authorities, from preaching 
in thi. Island, because of their supposed abolition principles. 

On Sunday morning, 1 went on shore again, in company with 
a Mr. Dennis, a young man, a 'Vesleyan, who came on board at 
an early hour to introduce himself to me. In the forenoon, we 
attended the Moravian chapel, where we found about a hundred 
persons assembled, and heard a plain practical sermon. On com­
ing out, my young friend introduced me to several pious persons 
who were connected with our missions in the English Islands. 
We next proceeded to the Dutch Reformed Church, where we 
heard a po\verful and evangelical sermon from the Rev. Mr. 
Brett, an American min istel'. I felt that I waR listening to a 
man of God, and I was not sorry when, at the close of the Rervice, 
he sent a messenger to invite me to an interview with him in the 
ve8try. We had a very agreeable and profitable conversation, 
and he made the same apology as the Morayian minister had 
done, for not being able to offer me his pulpit. He invited me 
to visit his Sunday·school in the afternoon, which I did with 
great pleasure. I found about four hundred ~hildren receh-ing 
tcligious instruction. I then accompanied ~lr. Dennis to the 
hou.e of a piou. old lady, where I met several Wesleyans from 
the Engli8h Islands, and was much affected on hearing of the 
persecution which they have met with, since they came here; and 
of the entire prohibition of all religious meetings among them. 
1 gave them such exhortation and counsel a. the time would 
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allow; and commended them to God in prayer. This was indeed 
an interesting day in a foreign land. Soon after going on board 
the steamer in the evening, we weighed anchor and proceeded on 
our voyage. 

As we advanced northward, I enjoyed the bracing influence of 
the cool breeze, and my health rapidly improyed. After we had 
been at sea five days, without seeing land, we made Bermuda. 

, As we steamed along the coast, we had a fine view of the country, 
and the pretty white houses, built of freestone, with chimneys, 
which reminded me of happy England. We came to anchor about 
ten o'cLock, p. m. off Ireland Island j and the next morning, we 
went on shore to view the fortifications and the prison-ships. 
We saw several convicts engaged on the public works, and were 
politely conducted through the various departments of the estab. 
lishmellt. On ret.urning to the steamer, I found the Rev. W ... 
E. Shenstone, the "Vesleyan minister, and accompanied him to 
Hamilton, a distance of about four miles. 

On Sunday, the 21st, according to arrangement, I preached in 
the morning at Hamilton to a large congregation, ·three-fourths 
of whom were whites, the remainder being blacks and persons of 
colour. The people heard with attention, and I was blessed in 
preaching ~he word; but I felt pained at the distinction roade 
here on account of complexion. In the afternoon, Mr. Shen­
stone drove me over to St. George's, where I preacbed in th.e 
evening to a crowded congregation. We returned to Hamilton, 
about midnight j <lnd the following day was spent in viewing the 
place and calling on a few friends. The, people appeared to be 
hearty, lively, and hospitable; and forcibly reminded me of the 
Methodists of my own native Yorkshire. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Shenstone and I went on board H. M. s. 
" Illustrious," a sailor haifing come on shore to request us to visit 
the vessel, for t.he purpose of renewing the quarterly tickets of a 
class of Wesleyans compos~d entirely of man-or-war's men. 'Ve 
fiI'st inquired for the admiral, to obtain the necessary permission 
to go below; but were sorry to find that he was on shore. We 
were politely received, however, by the officer in command, who 
informed us, that in about half-all-hours time, when they had 
finished cert.in duties in which ·they were engaged, we should 
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= ...... to the men for the purpose which we mentioned. 
_ell ourselves by surveying this splendid ship, con­

WI , If ilAIlJllHlyen hundred persons, and seen the men perform 
18IiowIlmIludon., during which the band was playing, we were 
~heIDw, hra young man named Madgwick, the leader 
....... r,w B euntiDned to descend till we came to tbe slore­
.... ~'1onrth deok, where ihe members hold their meet-

1Jhe.'IUIm 10011 began to assemble, to the number of si,,­
tIIIII(IIJ>.uh Wilom Wit held a most delightful religious service, 
.... 1ItII*:of • lantern. Tile christian e"perience of these 
.... ,...,._ scriptural, sonnd, and clear, and they manifested 

.... lII1'IIIIatDeI& iD the afFairs of religion which was truly 
~ 'We .poke with them individually and collectively; 
~'11'8 .... engaged in prayer and praise, we realized the 
...... Cd' bim who IBid "Where two or three are gathered 
~~ IIIIIIIe, there am I in the midst of them." Having 
~ a catifloate in the class book, given by the Rev. B. 
lIIIn .... ~ilDldII .. 1rhA)had last renewed their tickets, and en­
...... WlIO .1 .... ., ... tl ... minister of the next port at which they 

~=C::~~ .~DlIID81!d.d the membeH of this IitOe floating 
Ii ldI,tGIIC9Dd,'" once more to the light of day. We 

laiiiE2~~~~S on shore by Lieut. LindoW, testimony to the moral and religi-
we had visited; and who also 

interesting detail. of his adventures 
voyage to Erromauga to recover 

lIl""'IWItiJ'" missionary, JollA! Williams, and 
._"Iiq~.!\Il ' IRl'dfl.ct with the heathens of Tonga, '!lI!""'.' ................ vea, in which hi. captain lost hie 
f4 __ ._IIIJ!I\8'WlIIb a few friends, at the house of 

!t'~~IIIII"IiDl.ioteresting conversation, music, 

1IIIJl1ri'l!l!wimlf DIet with a pa_ge by the 
leave of my Eriends in 

• .,"; lIIbo ,.,;,wI for America. 
.~arated from 

~;I=;=:;::~~~Do:t rich; but the sur-• the coun6ry baa a 
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boautiful appearance; and the climate is remarkably healthy. 
The population is estimated at nine thousand; ODe half of which 
are whites, and the other blacks and persons of colour. Hamil~ 

ton and St. George's are considerable towns, and contain many 
excellent buildings. At each place, we have a good chapel, 
besides several smaller: places of worship in different parts of the 
country; and t.he number of church-memhers was about fiye 
hundred. I was highly gratified with my brief sojourn in this 
interesting colony. 

Haying been at sear a week, on Wednesday morning, the 1st of 
May, we made the continent of America. We soon afterwards 
took a pilot on board, entered the mout.h of the Delaware, and 
pliocerded up the river with a fair wind, being much delighted 
with the appearance of the country on either hand. During the 
day, we passed Newcastle and Wilmington, and found ourselves 
in company with sailing vessels and steamers of various kinds. 
About ten o'clock, p. m., we came to anchor off Philadelphia, 
having sailed upwards of one hundred miles since morning. 

Early the next morning, I went on shore to take a view of the 
city, with which I was much pleased. It is said to be seven 
m,iles long and three broad: the streets are laid out at right 
angles, with great regularity; many of the buildings are large 
and substantial; and every thing exhibits a degree of neatness 
and order ~uch to be admired. Having introduced myself to the 
Rev. ~lr. Gadany, a Methodist minister, he kindly showed me 
his church, called " Ebenezer," a neat and respectable edifice, 
though not equal to " Union Church," the next which I went to 
see. In the afternoon, I rode out to Fair Mount water-works, 
t,he most wonderful establishment of the kind I have ever seen. 
In the evening, I attended a class-meeting, and was afterwards 
introduced to the Rev. Mr. Janes, with whom I had a long and 
interesting conversation. 

At four o'cloek, a. m., on Friday morning, I took coach for 
Wilkesbare, a distance of one hundred and sixteen miles. Du· 
ring the day, we passed through a country well cultivated and 
settled. The beautiful greet;l fields were divided, not with stone 
walls or quick-set hedges, as in England; but with strange zig. 
zag fences, made of wood. It was pleasing to reflect, that the 
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........ .mI ....... _. innriablf belonged to the parties who lived 

. ' Di8IIl'o; ' aait not to oppreaaive landlords. as in many coun­
_ .. ,o.w,m: t:o onderatand, that this part of Pennsylvania 

Blrthlebem and N azaretb are in-

early the next morning. Tbis 
dreary. billy. and rugged coun­

frequently grand. Towards even-
,...IIBtI ... 1le_ImII·i.rtoWyoming Valley. in tbe centre of 

Being desirous of obtain­
my seat by tbe coacbman; and 

1!iI", ... nl.·11"'1~"lIIU,abltedwitb my friends. As we approarb-
be pointed out my father's house and 

",_",.,*"_11, ... the residence of my brother. In a few 
"!4IIIlW!rirdl;1 ...... my father coming through the garden 
1Q~.~oulib I hid Dot seen him for fonrteen years. I re­

wbile at some distance. The coach 
father turned round. aud though he had 

1iIII",'1If lIllY -to he recognized me, I will not attempt 
~~IUIiu!I!IiDg ' \TIlder such circumstances. suffice it to 
.,.dI,c,ld·mILD rejoiced in the opportunity of being 

to' .. BIil,lmacti a son. whom he scarcely expect­
for Africa. and he and 

and I was equally bappy in 
tbi. moment, I had bardly 

iMI~" Tha-hbu", ""'" soon filled with brothers. 
rejoiced over me as one risen 

IW li1i .... 'd .... filth .... •• roof. The 

x 
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friends and relatives, many of who,m have settled in this neigh­
bOlll'hood. I was delighted to see most of t,hem surrounded with 
all the comforts of life, and much improved in their circumstances 
since they came to America. On the sabbaths, I preached in the 
large :Met,hodist church in vVilkesbarre and at the Plains, and 
some who heard me were persons to whom' I preached in Eng. 
land, fiftePll ye-ars before. 

During my stay at " ' ilkesbarre, I spent a pleasant afternoon in 
the company of Sarah H. l\rIiner, an intelligent and interesting 
blind lady, who, on being acquainted with the circumstance of 
my embarkation for Africa, about the time that my father emi­
grated to America, composed and presented me with the follow­
ing lines.~ 

THE FATHER AND SON. 

I.Jong years have flown by, with their sun-shine and storms, 
Since on England's green shore stood two manly forms; 
They parted with glances of kindly regret, 
Each wishing the go.pel's loved sthndard to set, 
In lands far remote from the Isle of their birth. 
They parted to seek foreign quarters of e-arth ; 
One ~ped o'er the wave, with the ardour of youth, 
Bearing toil, braving danger, bold for the tl'uth; 
Beneath tropica.l suns, on Africa's coast, 
He warr'd with idolatry'S embattled host,-
But the world was his field, and the labourers few. 
To duties assigned him, ~till dauntless he flew; 
Yet though he thus bore so laborious a part, 
It quenched not affection's warm glow in his heart; 
'l'he year~ and the waves which have since roll'd between, 
Failed aught of affection from either to wean. . 
Behold! here the goal of their foud wishes won, 
On this western shore meet that Father and Son. 

Early, on Thursday morning, the 23rd, I took an affectionate 
leave of my venerable father and the rest of the family; probably 
to meet ' them no more in this world. }\IIay we ha,e a happy 
meeting in heaven! I tested for the night at Easton, and pro­
ceeded the next day, partly by coach and partly by railway, to 
New Y"rk, by way of Jersey City. ,As this wonderful invention 
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cif!liimtet'lt times bad been adopted since I took my departure for 
llifetgtt 1&Dda, tbls Was the lirst railway I had seen; and it cer­
~ alltle&red to be a great Improvement on the old mode of 

~euil On .hival in the beautiful city of New York, I left my 
ltiftllge the Pacilic Temperance Hotel, and walked over to 
the place wbere the General Conference held its sittings; but 
e&e ~ blld broken up for the day. I then called at the 
lNtIto\liat Book Concern, in Mulberry Street, and iutroduced 
lI/Jililt' til the Rev. George Lane, the book steward, who was 
_ \0 ue me, being well acquainted with my father. Mr. Lane 
lftl6It bttlted me to make bis house my home during my stay in 
]1' .... York. I gratefully accepted his Cdendly invitation, and I 
thttt ner leel obllgated to him and his amiable wife, for their 
fDtiltI! IItlention IIDd kindness, during my brief sojourn beneath 
tti~ h66)iltllble roof. 

l.tb Deat morning, I attended the Conference; and having 
IllalQ.ttoduced tb the bishops, I was cordially invited to take 

lIlDong tbe ministers, and received with a kindness tbat 
te4 quite at home. The subject under discussion was 

............ , ..... I!Iterest; namely,-Tbe connection of slavery with 
iilahop Andrews had become the owner of. two 

Clillilif allml. by marriage, whicb was considered an infringe­
or the Methodist Episcopo.! Church; and 

.... =..,..,.~ ___ COI. mBu"a, from day to day, during tbe whole 
tbe aittinga of Conference. There was some 

aides of the question, in whicb Bishop 
Ih'. Copers, Dr. Winans, Dr. Bange,'libe 

Pi~rce, and Cass, appearea prom i­
and judgment went with tbe 

and grieved (0 hear the 
for slaiiry. On the 

.iciulpllllietd by the Rev. Mr. Rowe, to 

ilii!~~~5~lf~;W1ln1111S' Mr. Croas, and and zeal, in their dis. 
nr· .. r .. ~ .... 'n ministen. 

the Conference ab6uf ' 
the captain ot wlilcl'i 

x2 
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I knew; and as my health was very much improved, I resolved 
to embrace this opportunity of returning to the 'Vest Indies. 
without extending my travels to Canada, as 1 first intended. 

On Saturday, the 1st of June, I took my leave of 1I1r. and 
Mr~. Lane. Dr. and Mrs. Paine, the Rev. :Messrs. Wright, Akers, 
and Swormstedt, and. seyeral other friends, and embarked for the 
'Vest Indies. *" After a passage of three weeks we made Barba­
does i and as we ran down the coast, I bad a view of Providence, 
our old sfation, and other places which I recognized. In the 
evening we entered Carlisle Bay, and I went au shore at Bridge 
Town. After a brief interview with the Rev. E. Branston and 
family, Mrs . Gill, and :1\11's. Rovell, I returned on board, and we 
bore away for St. Vincent. 

On the following morning we made the Island, and I had a 
clear view of Biabou and the neighbouring estates. A bout noon, 
we came to anchor in Kingstown Bay; and, as soon as I could 
obtain a horse. I rode to Biabou. where I was bappy to find my 
dear wife in good health, and t.hat all had gone on well during 
my absence. 

It is with a grateful heart to the Father of mercies, that I look 
back upon this visit to America. It has been attended with cir~ 
cumstances of peculiar interest, and has resulted in the re-estab~ 
lishment of my health, so that I am again enabled to pursue my 
missionary labours with pleasure and comfort. 

I remain yours affectionately, 
To Mr. T. D. W. M." 

• On the whole, my impressions of America and American 
:Methodism were very favourable. I could not but look with 
feelings of veneration, upon the noble band of ,ministers sent as 
delegates from different parts of the Union, to the general Con~ 

ference. The evident genuineness of their piety, the simplicity of 
their dress and manners. and the lofty intellect displayed by 
s~veral, attracted my particular observation. The dignified man­
ner in which they conducted their business also struck me very 
f~rcibly. Although the subjects of discussion were of the mo~t 
e.xciting ch~r~cter, the rules of debate generally.recognized by 
deliberath~ !i$semblies, and adopted by t~e General Conference, 
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were strictly observed: there was no stamping, clapping, or cheer­
ing; nor did the speakers indulge in personalitip.s or sarcasm, 
but always spoke of their antagonists as their" respected breth­
Ten." And when a resolution was passed, however large the 
minority, they meekly submitted to the majority, without a mur~ 
mur. The five bishops presided in rotation, and no eulogium 
can be too strong on the manner in which they discharged their 
important duties. They seldom took a part in the debates; but 
when they did speak, it was with a weight and solemnity that 
seemed to be felt by everyone. I shall ne\'"er forget the address 
of Bishop Soule on Bishop Andrews's case. Such were the es­
teem in which I held this good m:\n, and my utter detestation of 
slavery in every form, that I could not but deeply regret his sym­
pathy with the south. From the whole proced ure, during this 
memorable controversy, a calm and disinterested observer of this 
assembly might have imagined himself carried back to the days of 
the apostles, when they assembled to deliberate on the affairs of 
the church, in an upper room in Jerusalem. The hospitality and 
friendship, also, which they generously extended to a mission­
ary of another great section of Methodism and of another nation, 
made an impression upon my heart never to be forgotten. The 
Rev. Mr. Scott kindly invited me to go to Philadelphia, to preach 
in the place of Bishop Andrews j but circumstances obliged me 
respeotfully to decline. The differences on the subjeci of slavery 
alluded to a.bove, ultimately resulted in the secession of the 
8outhc1"n Conferences from the main body j and, as the limits of 
these memorials preyent my entering more fully into this and 
other subjects connected with my visit to the United States. I 
have great pleasure in referring the reader to Dr. Dixon's able 
work, U .Methodism in America," towards the close of which, 
he will find copious extracts from the reports of the speeches to 
which I listened with feelings of deep interest. 



CHAPTER XII. 

THE ISLAND OF TRINIDAD. 

Appea.·ance of Trinidad-The Bocas-Discovered by Columbus­
Settled by Spaniards-Conquered by tM E"11lish-A:;pect of the 
Country-Soil and Climate-The Pitch Lake-Mud Volcanoes 
-Natural History-Towns and Villages-Population=-Religi­
on and Morals- Wesleljan Mission-Early Persecution,Ex­
tension of tM Work-Death Avertecb--Mission Stations :-Port 
of Spain, Diego Martin, San Fernando, Woodford Dale, Couva, 
and Claaton's Bay-Return to England. CO"CLUDING OnSEI<­
VATIONS :-;-Results ~f Missionary Labours-Encouraging Pros­
pects-Appeaion behalf of Missions. 

b was on Satw:ilay, the 3rd of Fe1>ruary, 1838, that 
I first saw the Island of Trinidad, as I stood upon the 
deck of a bl'igantine by which we had obtained a pas­
sage from Grenada. The appeamnce of the northern 
coast is rugged and wild m the extreme. Above a 
rocky beach, washed by the foaming billows of the 
ocean, may be seen a range of lofty mountains, covered 
with perpetua:l verdure, but without any signs of culti­
v3Jtion. 0n approaching the land, we beheld several 
small Qar.ren Islands, towering to a considerable height 
above tile level of ·the sea, with narrow passages for 
ships between them. These -are the Bocas, the largest 
of which is called Boca del Drago, "the Dragon's 
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Mouth." The detached cliffs, which form so remarka" 
ble a feature in the scenery, are supposed by Humboldt 

to have once formed a rocky barrier, which united the 

Island of Trinidad to the continent of South America; 
and that it has been broken down, either by some 

mighty convulsion of nature, or by the powerful volume 

of water which is constantly discharged from the nu­
merous mouths of the Orinoco. Tpe current is still 

very strong; and the navigation is intricate and dan­

gerous i-especially if the breeze fails. 'vVe passed 

through the Bocas, however, in safety; and, on enter­
ing the Gulf of Paria, about sun-set, we found the water 
as smooth as a mill-pond. On sailing up the coast, the 

prospect was still rather dreary, the sugar estates being 
chiefly on the other parts of the Island. On the left 

hand, we could faintly distinguish a few scattered set­
tlements in the valleys and bays of the coast of Trini­

dad; and, on the right, we beheld the distant blue 

mountains of the Spanish Main. As the breeze en.tirely 
failed soon after dark, we were reluctantly obliged to 
come to anchor for the night. 

The following day being the sabbath, we were anxi­
ous to get on shore; and a light breeze having sprung 
up, we weighcd anchor early, and soon came in sight 

of Port of Spain. The town being situated on level 
ground, docs not appear to ad'mntage from the water; 
but, from the extent of the shipping in the harbour, 

the importance of the colony is clearly indicated. 'vVe 
landed about ten o'clock, a. m., and proceeded to the 
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chapel in Hanover-street, where r assisted my respect­

ed predecessor, the Rev. George Beard, in administering 
the sacrament; and preached in the evening to a large 
congregation. 

On my first appointment to Trinidad, I spent three 
happy years; and after a brief interval, I was requested 
to return and take charge of the station again, which I 
did with great pleasure, up to the period of my depar­
ture from the West Indies. From the information 
which I collected, at different times, I am enabled to 

present the reader with the following historical sketch 
of this important colony as preparatory to a short ac­
count of our missionary lab,mrs.-

The Island of Trinidad is situated in latitude 10' 39' 

north, and longitude 61 0 34' west. It was discovered 
by the enterprising Columbus, in the year 1498, when 
prosecuting his third voyage to the western world. It 
is stated by the historian Herrera, that, on being over­
taken by a dreadful storm, which threatened the des­
truction of his fleet, the celebrated navigator made a 
vow, that if permitted to escape from his perilous posi­
tion, the first land he discovered should be called by 
the sacred name of the Holy Trinity. It was not long 
afterwards that a sailor at the mast-head, descried 
three points of land on the distant horizon, when the 
remarkable appeamnce in connexion with his . recent 
vow, induced Columbus to pronounce it Trinidad. 

This Island was regarded by the Spaniards as a con­
venient place of rendezyous, from its contig1lity to the 
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edDtinent of South America, and the mysterious Orino­
co, which were discovered about the same time, and 
were supposed to be the regions of gold. The llettle­
ment first formed in Trinidad was never intended to be 
permanent; hence, no' attention was paid to the culti­
vation and improvement of the country; and it was 
quitted altogether, as often as the Spanish adventurers 
thought proper to explore other regions. It was not 
UDti1 several years after its discovery, when the golden 
dJaun of the Orinoco had vanished, that a few strag­
gliJlg Spauiards returned to the Island and co=enced 
the cultivation of cocoa,-an article for which the place 
has always been so famous. 

When first discovered, Trinidad was inhabited by a 
raoe of Indians, mild and peaceful in their habits, and 
<llil'ering entirely in their appearance, language, govern­
.... t, and religion, from the warlike Caribs of the 
windward Islands. But the inoffensive character of the 
aborigines did not secure them from the cruelty and 
oppreasion of the strangers. The Spaniards treated 
the .. simple children of the forest with great rigour; 
butr before they were entirely exterminated, the country 
feU into other hands, and thus a remnant was spared, 
the. ieacendents of whom still occupy settlements at 
Arba and other parts of the Island. 
~ goldl!n visions of the sixteenth century were not 

ocmfbied to Spain. Many persons in England heard of 
~~ of the Western World, and longed to share 
• wanderful discoveries which were then being 
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made. In 1599, Sir 'Walter Raleigh headed au expe­
dition to explore the mighty Orinoco. On the 22nd of 

March, he arrived in Trinidad, attacked the feeble Span­
ish garrison, marched up to St. Joseph's, the capital, 
took the governor pI'isoner, burned the town to ashes, 
and took possession of the Island. Having liberated 
five Indian chiefs, whom he found confined in a loath­
some dungeon, and adopted other conciliatory means, 
he gained the friendship of the natives and proceeded 
up the Orinoco, leaving his largest ships at Trinidad. 
The adventnrers had to encounter many difficulties in 
ascending the river, and met with extensive swamps 

and impenetrable forests, but no mountains of gold. 
After proceeding about four hundred miles into the in­
terior, they returned with feelings of bitter. disappoint­
ment, abandoned the Island of Trinidad; and the indo­
lent Spaniards were again left in possession of the 

country. 
In 1676, the colony was attacked and conquered by 

the Freneh; but, instead of remaining to enjoy the fruit 
ef their wctory, they plundered the town, cMTied off 
everything that was valuable, and left the Island once 
more in the J3Elssession of its former inhabit~nts. 

Nothing remarkable occurred after this, until 1797, 
when Trinidad was captured by the British, the fleet of 

Rear-Admiral Harvey acting in concert with the land 
forces, under the eo=and of GeneraJ Abercromby.* 

*' The Bl,itish soldiers landed, on the 17th of February, at a 
sugar estate, called" Peru," about two miles from Port of Spain, 
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lliI!ihe treaty of Amiens, in 1802, the colony was ceded 
1p tile British crown, in perpetuity, and has ev;er since 
~ed. in our possession. 

The government of the colony was confided to Sir 
~ Picton, a man of persevering energy and pecu­
liM'ly adapted for his important office, although much 
poraeouted in the course of his public career. On a 
pge of ministry in the British cabinet, the colony 
fre8 placed under the government of three commission­
-., but that arrangement resulted in nothing but dis­
qJIl"i.. Sir T. Hislop was next appointed as governor, 
• in 1811, was succeeded by Major General W. 
:Monro. This last named gentleman had only been in 
~ two years, when he was succeeded by Sir Ralph 
~ Wpodford, to whom the Island is deeply indebt­

tl1.e wisdom and energy with which he laboured 

:tI~"'QIie its welfare. 

l!i~!!~With the exertion of the morning. they eom-
011 mther a large seale. They broke open 

at\JljdllaU1~r, emptied two hogsheads of sugar 
.tiJlllI!IlIlE'OJI~ rum :into a well. and then drew up the 

a bucket! for the refreshment of the whole 
II'iIIl eD1IIIJiiet of the troops. on this occasion. was not 

~~ilIIiII!l1II!r" but. o.Q tile whole, they behaved very ordel"iy. 
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ward Islands, large tracts of land were sold by govern­
ment, the cultivation of the ground was extended, and 

the whole country exhibited a scene of activity and 
advancement, such as had never before been witnessed. 
An ilupulse was thus given to agriculture and com­
merce, the effects of which have extended down to the 

present time. The present governor, Lord Harris, ap­
pears to be as well adapted for the altered state of 
society, as were Sir Thomas Picton, and Sir Ralph · 

Woodford, for the peculiar times in which they lived; 
and, under his judicious rule, Trinidad bids fair to rank 
high among the colonial possessions of the British 
empire. 

The Island of Trinidad is about eighty miles long, 
and thirty broad; and is separated from the continent 
by the Gulf of Paria, the waters of which are so smooth, 
that they are navigated by the native canoes with per­
fect safety. The aspect of the country varies consider­
ably exhibiting to the view, in some places, mountains 
of considerable altitude, and in others extensive tracts 
of land; with a gently undulating surface. The culti­
vation of the land has been carried on to a yast extent 
in the N aparimas, Carapachima, and other distl·icts; 
but there are thousands of acres still in natm·e's wild­
ness, covered with extensiye forests of the finest timber, 
,,,here the sound of the woodman's axe has neyer yet 

been heard. 
The soil is peculiarly rich and fertile, and well adapt­

ed for the growth pf eyel")' kind of tropical produce. 
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Sugar, rum, and cocoa are, however, the staple articles 

of export. From the low swampy nature of the land 
in some places, aud from the extensive impenetrable 

forests which still remain, the climate is not considered 

so healthy as tl;tat of the smaller West India Islands. 

Trinidad is situated beyond the range of those desola­
ting hurricanes which have so frequently laid waste 

some of the neighbouring colonies. Severe shocks of 

earthquake have been sometimes felt; but no great 
damage has hitherto been doue by them. 

The most remarkable curiosity in Trinidad is the 

Pitch Lake, which is situated at La Brea, about thirty 
miles from Port of Spain. The atmosphere is impreg­

nated with a strong bituminous, odour even at a distance 
of two leagues, and large black masses of asphaltum, 

having the appearance of rocks, are seen on the shore. 
As you near the point, you pcrceive the land covered 

with dense forests, save in one place bordering on the 
sea shore ;-this is the lagoon of pitch, the surface of 
which cau scarcely be seen from the gulf. Ou landing, 

a re~pectable little village presents itself; and here and 
there thick layers of aspjlaltum overspread the surface 

of the soil. After walkiug about half-a-mile, you meet 
with several palm thatched houses, beyond which you 
behold the mysterious lake of pitch, about half a league 
in circumference, and nearly surrounded with a gloomy 

forest. The scene is stamped with a sombre aspect, 
which language cannot describe. The gr'eater pOl·tic:, 
6f the lake consists of solid masses of asphaltum, inter-
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sected by numerous channels, filled with dark coloured 

water. In the dry season, you may step over most of 
these channels; but, before you have proceeded far, 
you come to a part of the lagoon, where a mass of liquid 

pitch, covering a space of about three acres, is con­
stantly bubbling up, so as to give motion to all around. 
The cottages, whioh stand on the verge of the lake, are 

frequently found to alter theiF 'position; and being built 
of wood, they sometimes hang over in one direction, 
and sometimes in another. Several cargos of the as­
phaltum have been brought to England. It has been 
found, on trial, to be too dense for the general purposes 
for which Norway pitch and tar are used; but it has 

been employed with advantage as fuel, and in the for­
mation of pavements, and will probably one day become 
a more general article of export. 

Like most of the other West India Islands, Trinidad 
bears evident marks of volcanic eruptions; indeed, 
there are now two subm3Jm.ne volcanoes in the neigh­
bourhood, occasionally in action i-one to the south of 
La Brea, and the other in the bay of Myaro. These 
often bubble and throw up bitumen; and . sometimes, 
even smoke and fire have been seen, at night, bursting 
through the water. There are also several remarkable 
mud volcanoes in different parts of the country; and 
altll.ough several miles distant from the sea, they are 
supposed, from the matter which they frequently dis-

I 

charge, to have a connection with the ocean. " 
This Island is peculiarly rich in natmul history. Of 
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animals, we have the deer, monkey, sloth, ant-bear, 

armadillo, mangrove-dog, tiger-cat, manacoo, porcu­

pine, lapo, agutie, and musk-hog. Among the birds, 
we may notice the vulture, pelican, red flamingo, horn­

ed screamer, wild turkey, quail, pigeon, and parrots 

and humming-birds in great variety. Reptiles and in­

sects are also numerous. '''-e haye the lizard, iguano, 
turtle, tortoise, and scrpents; also wasps, fireflies, and 
butterflies of different kinds. The vegetable kingdom 

likewise furnishes a great variety of specimens, and 

would amply repay the labours of the botanist. 
PORT OF SPAIN, the capital of Trinidad, is a town 

which, iu some respects, surpasses almost every other 

in the \Yest Indies. The population may be estimated 
at eighteen thousand. The streets are laid out at right 

angles, and so straight, that in some places you may 
see nearly a mile before you. It is also furnished with 

convenient promenades, shaded by lofty trees, which 

serve to screen the passengers from the fiery rays of a 
tropical sun. Brtmswick-square and Marine-square are 
vcry tastefully laid out. Since the destructive fire of 

1808, which I'educed the town to ashes, the honses 
have been erected in a very substantial manner; and 

the town now contains some excellent buildings. The 
Goycrnment Offices, Roman Catholic Church, English 
Church, Scotch Church, and Wesleyan Chapel, are sub­
stantial and elegant structures, and, like most of the 
fil'~t-c1ass h'ouses in the town, are all built of stonc. It 

is u place of considerable comrlcrcc; and an cxtensive 
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tnade is carried on, not only with the Island, but with 

the Spanish Main, across t~e gulf of Paria. St. Ann's, 
the re~idence of the. governor, about a mile from town, 
is a delightful country mansion, before which is situated 

Victoria Park, as level as a bowling green, and more 
than a mile in circumference. There are some beautiful 

drives in the neighbourhood; and altogether, it is a 
delightful place of residence. 

The town of San Fernando is next in importance to 
the capital. It is about twenty-five miles from Port of 
Spain by water, and a steamer plies daily between the 
two places. It stands on the side of a hill, and has a 
pretty appearance fll'om the harbour. The. houses are 
generallY'built of wood; and the population, which has 
been rapidly increasing of late yeal'S, may now amount 
to eight thousand. St. Joseph's was the capital of the 
colony, at an early pmiod, under the Spanish govern­
ment; but it has now dwindled to a mere village. It 
is ahout eight mil;es from Port of Spain. Arima is an­
other ancient village, about ten miles further on the 
same road. Besides these, several little villages have 
sprung up, in different parts of the country:, since the 
time of emancipation. 

The population of the whole Island may be reckoned 
at eighty thousa,nd. These are British, French, Span­
ish, Portuguese, Indians, Coolies, and Africans and 
their descendents. In this colony we meet with persons 
of almost every langl:lage and complexion. The most 
numerous, however, are persons of African descent. 
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The prcvailing religion is Roman Catholicism ; and 

about three· fourths of the populatiou profess the Rom­
ish faith, from the circumstance of their having been 

baptized into it, although perfectly iguorant of its prin­
cipal dogmas. Port of Spain has its bishop, cathedral, 

and convent; and about thirty priests are located in 

different parts of the country. Of late years, however, 

protestantism has exerted a mighty influence; and the 
change which is taking place in the state of society, is 

of a most pleasing character. 

At the beginning of the prescnt century, when the 
English government was established in the Island, the 

moral degradation of th~ inhabitants of all classes of 

the community was, if possible, greater than that of the 
other West India colonies. Hence, it formed a suitable 

field for missionary enterprise, which was brought to 

bear upon it, in the order of Divine Providence, in a 
manner quite unexpected. 

Dr. Coke, in his history of the West Indies, had an­
nounced the intention of the "VIr esleyan Missionary 

Society" to commence a Mission in Trinidad, so soon as 
circumstances should appear favourable to the under­

taking; but such were the unsettled state of the colony, 
and the prevailing influence of Romanism, that nothing 

could then be done. In 1809, the Rev. T. Talboys, one 
of the Society's missionaries in St. Yin cent, came to the 
Island on business, and was pleased to find ten or 
tw('lw pious 'Veskyans, from the windward Islands, 
who ('arnes!l), entrf'atcd him to exercise his ministry 

y 
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among them. According to their request, he preached 
a few times in private houses; numbers flocked to hear 

the word, and the prospect of good became peculiarly 
encouraging. Under these circumstances, the mission­
ary felt disposed to protract his stay a little longer, 

with a view to the permanent establishment of a Mis­
sion among a people who were previously destitute of 
the mea.ns of religious instruction, and who now heard 
the word with gladness. To this proposed arrangement 

the Missionary Committee in London, readily assented; 
and Mr. Talboys commenced a course of religious ser­
vices, which were evidently crowned with the Divine 

'blessing. These early happy days were ,remembered 
'With feelings of holy gratitude and joy, by a few of the 

oldest members of society, in after years, when I la­
boured in the colony. 

The Mission had not been long commenced, however, 
when a spirit of bitter persecution was excited against 
the missionary and his people. There was a system of 
wickedness prevalent, at that time, in the Island, which 
the faithful preaching of the gospel threatened to des­
troy; and the hearts of those concerned we),e moved, at 
,once, to jealousy and rage. The enemies of the 'cross, 
'at first attempted to interrupt the minister in the per­
'formance of his public duty; but, on finding hundreds 
'of people warmly attached to his cause, they were de­
·terred from their malicious purpose. When one plan 
failed, they tried another. After some time they in­
duced the authorities to require Mr. Talboys to serve in 
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the ranks of the militia. In vain he pleaded his sacred 

profession, which, by the law of the Island, exempted 
him from this duty. The man of God attempted to re­

tire, for a short time, to the residence of Charles Goin, 

Esq.," of Mauxico Estate, in the quarter of Arima; but 

his enemies pursued him thither, took him into custody 

on the Lord'~ day, marched him to Port of Spain, and 

shut him up in prison. \Vhen the Governor became 

better informed on the subject, he immediately caused 

the missionary to be released; and, from that time, he 
proceeded in his work without further molestation,­

being favoured with cheering tokens of the Divine pre­

sence and blessing. 
Several years afterwards, a thick cloud again gather-

• Not only in this instance, but on several other' occasions, 
)lr. Goin shewed his regard for the cause of Missions. When 
the missionaries were hard pressed for money, on behalf of the 
chapel in Port of Spain, he mortgaged bis estate to raise the 
necessary funds, that the building might not be sold; and ulti­
mately gave the amount so advanced, for which he received the 
thanks of the Committee, in the hand-writing of the late Rev. 
Richard 'Yatson. At the annual Missiona.ry Meeting, held in 
London in 1844, the Rev. Dr. Newton took advantage of the 
name of Thomas Farmer, Esq., one of our general tr~asurers, and 
remarked that he had a numerous and thriving tenantNj, who, if 
be might judge from their smiling faces, would cheerfully sub­
mit to an increase of rent. On reading the Doctor's speech, in 
the Report, Mr. G. was quite amused, and immediately became 
one of ~lr. Farmer's II tenants," and generously handed me £25. 
to remit to the Mission.house, as his first year's rent! As long 
as he lived, he continued annually to contribute this amount. 
He died in peace, in Trinidad, on the 7th of April, 1848, and 
Ipft a lpg-acy of upwards of £1500. to our :'.Iil'lsionary Society. 

y2 
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ed over the infant Mission, ana threatened its entire 
destruction. The governor, for the time being, thought 

proper to require all christian teachers to sign a certain 
document, binding them to abstl1.in from the announce­

ment of those scriptural doctrines which were thought 
to interfere with Roman Catholicism, then the prevail­
ing religion of the colony. This, the 'Wesleyan mis­

sionaJrY conscientiously refused to do; and the conse-
. quence was, that the governor caused the chapel to he 
shut up, and the people \\'ere depriyed of the public 
means of grace. An appeal was made, by the Society 
at home, to the King of England; and no sooner was 
his Britannic Majesty fully acquainted with the facts of 
the case, than he sent out instructions to the goyernor, 
that eYery hindrance should be removed, and that the 
missionaries should be allowed to preach the gospel 
without any restrictions whatever. The chapel was now 
re-opened, having been closed twelve months; and the 
remnant of the scattered flCilCk assembled to worship 
God, with grateful hearts for the merciful deliverance 
which had been wrought ont for them. 

During this gloomy night of persecution, when the 
preaching of the missionaries was prohibited in Trini­
dad, the members of society used to assemble in private 
houses and other retired places, for the purpose of mu­
tual prayer MId exhortation. In these religious meet­

. iugs they frequently realized the presence and blessing 
,of the great Head of the Church, and they were thus 
enablEid patiently to await the return of better days. 
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In our historical sketches, we have frequently had 

occasion to notice a retributive providence in the fate of 

those who dared to oppose the progress of the gospel. 
In no place was this more remarkable than in the Island 

of Trinidad. Several of the principal actors in the 

early persecution of the missionaries, came to a melan­

choly end. One met with a watery grave, under cir­

cumstances of peculiar hon-or; another was taken to 

Europe, a perfect maniac, reason having fled from him 
for ever; while a thll·d passed out of time into eternity 

in a fit of raging madness, apparently forsaken of God 

and of all hope. These facts teach an admonitory lesson 

to all who are disposed to indulge in a persecuting 

spirit. 
In the year 1820, the Rev. S. P. "Woolley was ap­

pointed to labour in this colony; and all outward oppo­

sition to the preaching of the gospel having ceased, a 

pleasing measure of success was realized. On the 2nd 
of March, 1826, the fotmdation stone of a commodious 

new chapel was laid by Hcnry Gloster, Esq., Chief 

Protector of slaves; and the Mission took a position in 
the estimation of the public, whioh, by the favour of a 
kind and gracious Proyidencc, it has eyer since main­

tained. 'When the new chapel was completed, the 
number of those who attended the public senices was 

increased; and an additional missionary having been 
appointcd to the station, Tac(l1·igu.a, Campiachaima, and 

other places in the country, were visitcd for the purpose 

of Jlromoting thc religious instruction of the slave popu. 
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la.tion; but little fruit was realized in those places. 
Slavery here, as in other ' parts of the 'West Indies ' 

form,ed the insuperable barrier to the preaching of the 
gospel; and, in after years, our missionaries were com­
pelled to confine their labours chiefly to the town. As 

the period of eman"cipation approached, prejudice in a 
measure subsided ; and renewed efforts were made to . 

plant the gospel in the more remote parts of the Island. 
The Rev. Messrs. Edmondson, Stephenson, Fletcher, 
Fidler, 'Wood, and Beard, successi,"ely laboured in Port 
of Spain, with some degree of success, notwithstanding 

the prevalency of popish erreDr and superstition. 
On my first appointment to Trinidad, in 1838, I 

found that thc missionary stationed in Port of Spain 
bad confined his labours to the town, for several years 
past. Feeling impressed with the conviction, that we 
might now extend our labours to the cOlmtry districts, 
I made arrangements with the Society, and received 
permission to enter upon some promising new places, to 
which I shall have occasion again to refer. In the 
meantime, however, the following brief notice of a few 
incidents which occurred about the same time may not 
De lm~nteresting to the reader. 

On the departure of my esteemed predecessor, the 
Rev. George Beard~ he transferred to us an African girl, 
whose history is truly affecting. and may serve to illus­
trate the cruel manner in which thousands of poor 
creatures are annually dragged away from their own 
country, and doomed to hopeless bondage. 'When little 
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Benome had been with us for some time, she would sit 
down on the floor, by the side of her mistress, and, 

while tears started in her eyes, she would tell her own 

simple tale, which was briefly as follows :-8he was 

born at Radda, in the interior of Africa; and when 

about seven years of age, a report was brought that a 
neighbouring village had just been attacked, and the 

people calTied off as slaves. The people of Radda, 
knowing what to expect, fled into the woods; and, 

during the night, they saw their own village in flames. 

Early the next morning, the poor fugitives were over­

taken in their retreat, when little Benome, with her 
mother, a brother, an elder sister, and several other 

persons, were captured, tied together two and two, and 

marched towards the coast, like sheep for the slaughter, 
while nothing was heard but weeping, mourning, la­

mentation, and woe. On coming to a large river which 
crossed their path, the sister of Benome was the last to 

ford the stream, being occttpied ,,·ith a child which she 

had brought with her, whe~ the cruel monster in charge 
of the shu-es, being annoyed at the delay, snatched the 

infant from the arms of its mother, threw it in the 
bnsh, and urgtld them onward olri their march. After 

travelling for several weeks, they came in sight of " the 
great salt water;" and, after remaining for a length of 
time at Abbcokuta, Badngry, and other places, a slave 
vessel m-riwd on the coast, and they left their native 

land for ever. By this time, poor Benome had been 
5cparnt('<1 from h(,1" mothn, h~r sister, and her brother, 
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and IlOW felfherseifto be a lonely wanderer, surrounded: 

by entire strangers in her bondage. 'When the slave 

ship had been at sea frbout three weeks, they heard, 
mile night, a tremendous noise on deck,-the trampling 
of feet, and the firing of guns,-and when the hatches 

were removed next morning, they looked up, and saw 
several stmngers,-" gentlemen with fine coats amI­
caps on." These were the officers of the man-of-war 
which had captured the slaver, and who now called the 

poor negroes to (lome on deck, assuring them that they 
would be slaves no longer! On ascending frem the 
hold of the vessel, they beheld the deck covered with 
blood; and the captain and men belonging to the slaver, 
sitting side by side in irons: the contest had been 
severe, but victory was on the side of mercy. The 

negroes thus captured by Brit.ish valour, were brought 
to Trinidad, where the little people were placed in the 
(lare of sNch persons as were willing to pledge them­
selves to the government, by indenture, to train them 

up in the habits 0f industry and in religious knowl<ldge, 
aud this little girl came into our family in the manner 
ali'eady menti0ned. 

Little Ben@me 1ived with us for nine yeaTS, and grew 
up to be a fine ~ntelEgent yDlmg woman. She was 
baptized into t~e christian faith, learned to read the 
Bible with tolerable fluency; and, having been brought 
to a knowledge of the truth, she joined herself to the 
people of God; and I trust she will be faithful even to 
the end. She has had to struggle again~t a temper nH-
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turally violent; but, by the grace of God, this may be 

entirely subdued. She is industrious, economical, and 

affectionate. On our first removal from Trinidad, we 
obtained a good situation for her; 'and, not wishing to 

take her from an Island where she had formed her first 

acquaintances, we left her behind; but, a few weeks 

afterwards, she actually engaged her passage and cross­

ed the sea to follow us, and presented herself one morn­

ing at the door of the Mission-house in Grenada, de­
c1ru:ing that she could not live without us. After this, 

she continued with us until our departure for England, 

when she was almost broken-h\lartpd at our separation. 

She has ever since lived in the families of the .respective 

missionaries, who have succeeded us in Port of Spain. 
Though slavery, which has been the source of so 

many miseries, is still sanctioned by some foreign na­

tions, it is unknown on British ground. I was resident 

in Port of Spain when the last vestige of this fearful 

evil finally disappeared. On looking out at the window, 
on the Norning of the 1st of August, 1838, I sa\v a 

poor old negro woman sitting on the chapel steps. I 
went out and inquu:ed what had brought her to chapel 

80 early. She replied, .. 0, me deal' ~lassa minister, 

they been sell me long time ago, far away in de coun­

try, and me neber see me sweet chapel for ten yeal's; 
so soon as we free a go come, me run, and me run, and 
me neber stop till rue comc to me sweet chapel, and 

now me want to sit here till de doors go open for pray­
U8 !" We felt much aHected by this ci..rcum~lance; 
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and, after giving her a breakfast, the poor old woman 

attended the services of the saI\ctuary; and, with hun­

·dreds more, presented her thanksgivings to God for 

having spared her to see the day of freedom. 

The WaJY being now open, we made an attempt to 
.establish a Mission at St. Joseph's, where the whole. 

population are Roman Catholics. This was a signal 

f~ilure; for though we hired a house and a teachex, and 

commenced a school, with which the people were well 

pleased, they were determined not to hear preaching: 

and as SQon as we attempted to sing and pray, after the 

.exercises of the sch001, they immediately left the place. 

i()£ course, they were excited to this strange conduct by 

the priest, who denounced us from the altar, and threat­

,ened them with the most awful consequences, if they 
dared to attend our services. 

We were more successful at Ca1·ena.ge, a beautiful. 

va11ey ab0ut fourteen miles to the north of Port of 

Spain. Here, I commenced preaching, amid many dif­

ficulties; but a divine unction attended the word, and 
several who had been previously addicted to all the fol­

lies of popish superstition, were brought to a knowledge­

·of the truth. 'We fitted up a negro house as a place of 

worsh'p, and soon had a prosperous society of eighteen 

members. After my departme, this promising station 
was relinquished, in consequence of its distance from 

town .; but I entertain the hope, that the fruit of our 

labours may yet ~ppear, espe0iallyas the grOlmd is now 
occupied by aol10ther branch of the church of Christ. 
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Among those brought to God, during the period of 

my first appointment to Trinidad, there was an inter­
esting young man, 'vV. C., whose history is worthy of 

notice. He entered the chapel one sabbath evening, 

as I was giving out the hymn, beginning, " And can it 

be, that I shonld gain, an interest in the Saviour's 
blood?" when such was the iufluence that attended the 

hymn and the sermon, that he went home deeply con­

vinced of his sins. He wept, and prayed, and sought 
the Lord until he found him, to the joy of his soul. 

He became a sabbath· school teacher, an exhorter, and 

a local preacher. He commenced a course of study, 

under my direction; and such was his proficiency in 
christian knowledge and experience, that within two 

years from the time of his conversion, he stood before 

the District-meeting as an accepted candidate for the 
christian ministry. He was duly received by the Con­

ference, and has ever since been usefully employed in 
preaching the gospel. On my leaving the 'vVest Indies, 

sevcral years afterwards, this same young man was con­
sidered to be qualified to take my place in the circuit; 

and was appointed by the British Conference to the 
charge of the important :Mission in his nati\'e Island!­

Two other young men, who attended my theological 
class, in Port of Spain, were afterwal·ds called to the 
ministry, and are now honourably employed in the mis­
sion field. To God alone be all the praise! 

It was during my second appointment to this Island, 
tl1at I experienced a very remarkable prO\'idcntial dc-
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livemnce;wllich I now place before the reader, as eoin­
municated to the Parent Society at the time.-

" Port of Spain, 1'1-inidad, August 18th, 1846. 
Dear Fabhers and Brethren, 

Knowing that you feel a deep and lively interest in the safety, 
comfort, and happiness of your missionaries, as well as in the 
spiritual prosperity of the great work in which they ure eng~ged, 
it is my duty to report to you the particulars of a most remark. 
able dispel~satiou of Divine Providence which I have recently 
been called to experience,-& dispensation by which one poor 
man was struck dead in a moment by lightning from heaven, and 
anotb.er poor man was laid prostrate and senseless for a time, 
whilst your, missionary- }fas preserved, as by miracle, from the 
fatal effects of the thunderbolt, and from a watery grave. The 
following is a trief and '~imple narrative of the providential interw 
pusitlion to which I allude. 

On the 5th instant, I had occasion to visit CouTa, a place about 
fifteen miles distant, in the discharge of my ministerial duties. I 
left Port of Spain soon after six o'clock in the morning in an open 
boat, accompanied by the two boatmen, John O,·id and William "r oodford. The morning was fille, and, as we glided down the 
smooth and placid Gulf. of Paria, the surrounding sce-.nery seemed 
well calculated to dra,,, out the mind in holy contemplation and 
joy. After singing a few 'Verses of the hymn, beginning, " There 
is a land of pure delight," I endeavoured to engage the boatmen 
in such moral and religious c:;:on'Versation as I thought likely to 
promote their spiritual and eternal welfare. Having arrived at 
our destination, and pelformed the duties.of the day, which in­
cluded the marriage of one of our school-teachers, we prepared to 
return ~n the afternoon. 

' 'Ve started from New-Bay at half-past two o'clock, p. m. The 
weabher had become showery; but it was not by any means more 
tbr'eatening than usual at this season of th e year. A light breeze 
soon took us up as high as Carapiachaima, a distance of about 
four miles, when we obseryetl the thunder-storlD -gathering to the 
east warn in dense black masses of clouds. The rain soon de­
scended in torre.nts, t.he vhid lighlning fias~ed around us, and 
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the peals of thunder were fearfully long and loud. The hreeze 
freshened, and we scudrled along under full sail without the 
slightest apprehension of danger, beyond what might arise from 
a thorough wetting at this sickly season of the year. I had been 
again endeavouring to draw out the boatmen in religious con­
ve-TsH.tion; and it i~ "ery remarkable, that we had been speaking 
of instances of sudden death by lightning, and of the necessity of 
being always prepared to meet our God, when, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, the lightning flash struck the bamboo 
yard which support.ed the lug-sail, and completely shattered it in 
pieces. The electr:ic tiuid descended the mast, and struck 'Vil­
liam dead in an instant. At the time of this awful occurrence, 
he was reclining hi~ head against t.he mast, wUh the balliard in 
his hand, to be ready in case of a squ~lI. The lightning com­
pletely sc~thed him, set his clothes on fire, and passed through 
the bottom of the hoat. In the same moment, John, who was 
at the helm, was struck prostrate and senseless at my feet . . I I felt 
the shock myself: it produced an awful sensation, but did not 
for a moment deprive me of my reason. The concllssion sent 
the boat near)y ovcr; but it soon righted again, nearly half full 
of water. At this perilous moment, I commenced haling the 
water out of the boat with ODe hand, whilst I endeavoured, at the 
same time, to arouse John with the other. After a few wild ex­
pressions of surprise, be recovered from the shock, and began to 
throw the ballast out of the boat, whilst r continued to bale. As 
to 'Yilliam, he remained on his face, with his arms extended, just 
as he fell; and never so much as spoke, groaned, or moyed. The 
fire on his {"lothes was sOlin quenched with water. -After a while, 
we felt cOllyinced, that all our efforts to keep the boat afloat 
must be ineffectual, as she was filling fast, through the holes in 
the bottom. t now saw the necessity of making a strenuous 
effort for life by swimming, or otherwise, and commenced pulling 
off my coat and boots simultaneously j but when I had got one 
boot off, and my coat just thrown over my shoulders, the boat 
went down i but providentially, the wf'ight of the dead man's 
bodYt which hung partly over the gunwale, caused the boat to 
capsize in its descent; anrI, being emptied of its contents, it came 
to the surface again, with the bottom upwards. 'Ve then made 
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an effort to regai~ the wreck, in which I was much impeded by 
my coat, acting as a pinion to my elbows. How I cleared my­
'self from this difficulty, I cannot tell: I think I tore my coat 
-asunder and got it off in pieces j I pnly remen;lber being fairly 
freed from this entanglement when I had mounted the wreck. 
Though bo~h John and I had sllcceerled so far in keeping our 
heads above watef, we had great difficulty in clinging to the boat, 
'from its rolling motion, caused partly by the swell of· the sea, and 
,I'partly fram the mast remaining in its place. It re~olved in the 
'water like a barrel for a length of time, during which it required 
our utmost efforts to keep mounting the highest part. At one 

·time, I found myself being carried under the boat., in its reyolu­
'tion, having missed my aim at the keel; and when immersed in 
the water, after so much exhaustlioll, that was the moment, toe 
solem:n..moment, which must remain indelibly impressed upon my 

' minp as long as I live,-the moment in' which I mentally left this 
eartlli ,and resigned my spirit into the hands of my gracious Re· 
deemer.. In .my descent, the end of a rope came in m~ way, by 

·means of which, I raised myself once more to the top of the 
wreck. A faint hope of life again returned; and soon after, the 

' boat became more steady, and .t obn and I sat upon the keel with 
' much less doifficulty, up to the waist in water, only.getting a tUrn 
. oyer 'now and then. As the storm abated, and tlhe mist began to 
' clear away, we saw a sloop at a great distance, and we made 
every effort to be seen and heard by the people on board. We 
united our voices to the utmost pitch, and also elevated a piece of 

' boar.d as a signal of; distress; but, for a long time, all our endea­
vours seemed ineffectual, and our faith was put to the severest 

'test. vVhen all hope ,vas nea~ly gone, we beheld, with unspeak. 
able delight, a boat moving off from the sloop to our assistance. 

' We now encouraged each other to hold on a little longer, and we 
were soon taken from the wreck, just as cramp had seized my 
feet and legs, having been exposed to the most imminent danger 
for about an hour and a half. We were kindly treated by Cap­
tain Dwyer and his men, on board the sloop ," Atalanta." As 

' soon as I had taken off my wet clothes, I enveloped myself in a 
·,blanket, with which I was kindly furnished, as well as with & 

cup of wa.rm coffee. 'Ye landed at Port of Spain on the follow· 
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ing day, about ten o'clock, a. m., tolerably well, except a few' 
bruises, and the fatigue consequent upon exposure and exertion. 

Throughout the whole of this trying hour, my confidence was 
in God, and I generally felt a comfortable persuasion in my own 
mind that deliverance would come from some quarter; but so· 
dark and gloomy was the prospect on every haud, that I hardly 
knew whence to expect it. I thought of the fate of poor Mr. 
Bumby, and I remembered with delight that it was just ahout 
the time of hoMing the monthly lVIiss:ionary player-meetiug in· 
.every Circuit of my native land. The night spent on board th .. 
sloop was one of holy meditation, prayer, and praise; and the­
time seemed too short to return thanks to Almighty God for our 
wonderful deliverance. I cannot express my feelings on being­
once more restored to my family, my friends) and my flock. 
Mrs. Moister had spent an anx.iolls night of watching, every mo­
ment exp!cting my return j and when a boatman arrived at the­
Mission-house, bringing intelligence ef what had occurred, and 
lequesting her to send me some clothes on board before I could 
land, the shock was almost too much for her. I was received as.. 
one alive from the dead, and we were all "lost in wonder, love,. 
and praise." 

Last Sunday e,'ening I endeavoured to improve this dispensa­
tion, by a discourse from Psalm ci. 1.. The chapel was densely 
crowded in every part, and scores could Dot gain admission. A 
lolemn influence rested upon the people; and I trust we all eD­

sleavoured to consecrate ourselves afresh to God. 
I remain, ,.ours affectionately,. 

To tJ,e Gen8ml Secretaries of the} W. M.''' 
JJ'csleyan },li8,ionary tSociety. 

The following obsermtions may serve to furni&Ir a 

connected view of the progress of the work of God, on 
the respective stations occupied by om Society. 

• This discourse was afterwards published; and John M'c 
Swiney, Esq., generously presented the entire edition to the 
Society, the lale of which realized £20. in aid of our !1ission­
Bchoola. A copious extract from it is given, also, in the tract 
entitle(1, .. Death Av~rted," No. 659, of the Mis$ionary Series. 
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PORT OF SPAIN is the place where the superinten­

dent minister resides; and he has to preach almost con­
stantly to the same people,- the inter. changes with his 
colleagues on the country stations being both difficult 
and expensive. \~r e have compact and convenient 

Mission-premises in Hanover-street, consisting of a 
commodious chapel, Mission-housel

, and school-room. 

The chapel was erected in the year 1825, under the 
direction of the Rev. S. P. ~r oolley, at a cost of about 

£3,000; and, in 1837, the congregation having in­
creased, a gallery was erected by the Rev. George 
Beard, so that the building will now seat about seven 

hundred persons. It was further repaired and improved 
by the Rev. John Blackwell, in 1842; and it is now a 
neat and respectable place of worship. The congrega­
tions are not so large as in the protestant colonies; but 
the people who are attached to us, are generally devout 
and sincere christians. The number of church-mem­
bers is ab0ut three hundred. On my nrst appointment 
to this station, in 1838, the society was paying at the 
rate of £75. per annum for a house, in which the mis­
sionary resided. Regarding this as. an extravagant ex­
penditme, I made an arrangement with the District­
meeting and the Missionary Committee, for the erection 
of a convenient Mission.house, on a suitable piece of 
land adjoining the chapel, pledging myself that the 
entire outlay shouM be met, in a few years, by the 
money saved in house.rent. In a few months, th~ 

b\lildillg being completcd, we remoyed to it, and enjoy-
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cd the advantages of a more commodious residence, 
and the consolation of knowing that a serious item of 
expense was saved to the Mission. 

Previous to the era of emancipation, nothing had 
been done towards the establishment of Wesleyan day­
schools in Trinidad; we therefore resolved to commem­
orate the Centenary of Methodism, in 1839, by the 
erection of a school-house, on the Mission-premises in 
Port of Spain. We held a preliminary meeting, at 
which a fine spirit of christian zeal and liberality was 
di'lplayed. Some contributed money, and others gave 
labour. We set to work in good earnest, and in a few 
months, the building was completed at a cost of £ 135 ; 
the whole of which was raised among a poor but pious 
pcoplc. I immediately engaged a respectable teacher, 
and the school was commenced under circumstances of 
great promise. At first, I knew not where I should 
obtain a dollar for the payment of the teacher's salary, 
and to meet other expenses; but Divine Providence 
opened the way before us, by raising up friends where 
wc least expected them. The school continued to im­
prove, from year to year; and, under the able teaching 
of Messrs. Cleaver, Jordan, and Lawrence, in succes_ 
sion, it became a most efficient educational establish­
ment, and was regal'dod by all classes as the best com­
mon school in the Island. The last public examination 
which we held, previous to my leaving the colony, was 
of a pleasing character, and must have delighted the 
frirnds of Missions in this country, could they have 

z 
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witnessed it. The exen~ises took an extensive range 

in general history, geography, and chronology, with a 
more minute examination on the histories of England 
and T6nidad. Although all the scholars were either 
black or coloured, ~hey evinced an astonishing degree' 
of intelligence. In answer to the questions proposed, 
they gave the names of aU the killgS and queens who 

nave reigned in England, with the 'principal even~ in 
each reign; aud the names and sitU!~tion of the princi­
pal mountains, rivers, lakes, islands, and capes, in the 
world. They also shewed ~ fam~liar acquaintance with 
ot,her branches of se@ular knowledge: the specimens of 

reading, writing, and arithmetic were very creditable; 
amI their knowledge of S@riptural geography, history, 

and chronology, was still more remarkable; and they 
proved themselves to be well versed in the doctrines 
and precepts of religion, as set forth in the Scriptures, 
catechisms, and hymns which they had learned. The 
eXCl'cises continued for more than :five hours; the 
childreI]. sung a number of very beautifbl pieces, at 
intervals; and a large congregation, including some of 
the leading officiaJ gentlemen in the colony, appeared 
delighted with the proceedings. This sehool is still in 
active operaJti@n, and promises to be a lasting blessing 
to the town and neighbourhood. 

DIEG0 MARTIN is an important country station, in 
a beaJutiful and rGmantic valley of that name, about 
eigh! miles Erom POl·t of Spain, from whence it is sup­
plied with missionary labour. Scyeral negroes having 
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been brought from Tortola, and located upon some su­
gar estates in this valley, I visited them soon after my 
arrival in Trinidad, in 1838, and found them anxious to 
hcar the gospel. Mter preachiRg to them for some 
time, in a native hut, we held a meeting to adopt some 
means to obtain a suitable place of worship. Though 
the people were very poor, they resolved to make a 
strcnuous effort to build a new chapel: some promised 
to go into the mountains and cut a number of posts ; 
others cngaged to provide rafters; and the women and 
children were to bring the wattling and b'as/;, for the 
roof of the building; while the planters generously lent 
their carts and cattle, to convcy the heavy materials to 
the appointed place. Several succcssive Saturdays were 
devoted to these preparatory labours; and the building 
was soon erected on a piece of land which I purchased 
for the purpose, and duly settled on the Conference plan. 
This was, indced, a humble structure; but the people 
wcrc truly delighted, and realized the divine presence 
and blessing when they assembled in it from time to 
timc. The cause of God prospered, and we soon had an 
interesting society of eighty members. Several years 
aftcrwards, when this native chapel was much dilapi­
dated, it was superseded by the neat and comfortable 
frame-building in which the people now worship. A 
day-school has also been established, and the station 
prescnts nn encourn"o-ing aspect. 

SAN FERNANDO may be regarded as the capital of 
thosc extcnsiyc agricultuml districts, called the Napa­

z 2 
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. rimas; and being cE'ntral to a fine field of evangdical 
'labour, is the place of residence for the second mission­

·a.ry. The introduction of the gospel to this part of the 
Island was attended with evident marks of divine inter­

·position, wor~hy of record. So recently as 1834, there 
was not a . protestant minister in the whole country,­

the only two clergymen in the Island being employed 
in Port of Spain; one as rector of Trinity Church, and 
the other as garrison chaFlain." At that period, an 
additional Vv' esleyan Missionary having been appointed 
to Trinidad, an arrangement was made for the Rev. John 
Mann to rE'side at San Fernando, while his superinten­
dent, the Rev. John 'Wood, continucd to prosecute his 
·useful labours in Fort of Spain. Mr. Mann was very 
successful as a missionary pioneer, in this moral wildE'r­
ness. He found a number of people on Pabmist, Durn­

fries, J01"CZan Hill, TVooriford Dale, and other estates, 
'who had been brought from the Windward Islands, 
where they had heard our missionaries preach. Among 
these, he began to preach with a pleasing measure of 
success; and a considerable number was soon united 
in church-fellowship. In San Fernando, divine service 

·was conducted in the house of Mr. John Cox, until a 
'private house was purchased by the missionaries, and 
converted into a chapel and minister's residence. The 

* Trinidad is much better proTided for now: besides an addi­
tional number of regular clergyJ;Den, Church of England, Presby­
terian, and Bapt,ist missionaries have since entered the field, and 

-there is still room for au increase of erangelicallaboul'ers. 
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place was but ill adapted for these purposes; but, at a 
time when prejudice ran high, it was regaxded as quite 

providential to have a place of any kind we could call 
our own. Mr. Mann was succeeded by )the Rev. G .. 

Ranycll, ,,:ho was animated by the same spirit of mis­

sionary zeal, and whose labours were ow:ned of God in 

the salvation of many souls. On my appointment to 
the charge of the' Trinidad Mission, I felt convinced 

that something more ought to be done for the perma­

nent establishment of our cause at San Fernando. I 

therefore made application to the Governor, Sir Henry 
Mac Leod, and obtained a grant of a suitable piece of 
land, on the side of a hill overlooking the town a,nd 

harbour, where we afterwards erected a commodious 

chapel and mission-house, on the same plan and of the 
same dimensions as those in Port of Spain. The labour, 

and responsibility connected with this .undertaking were 

great; but I was nobly aided by my esteemed col­
leagues, the Rev. Messrs. Ranyell, Bickford, and lImd, 

who were appointed, in succession, to labom' with me, 

during the years that this and other impOl·tant matters 
were in prob'Tess. By a paa·ticular pro'vidence, we sold 

the old building for nearly till'ee times the amount of 
the original cost; and the contributions of the people 
worc al~o very liberal: we therefore completed the 

erection of this respectable missiomtry establishment 
with,out any aid from the Parent Society. In the midst 
of many difficulties, thc cause of God has continued to. 

adrance in San Fernando and the neighQourhood; and 
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the establishment of a day-school has been made a 
blessing to the rising generation. 

VVOOl>FORD DALE is an in.teresting out-station, con­
nected with San Fernando, and central to a number of 

populous estates. In 1844, a piece of land was obtained 
and a neat little native chapel erected. To supply this 
place with preaching, the missionary has to travel over 
very bad roads in the rainy season; but he is generally 
compensated for his toil by the devout attention of a 
loving people. A small day-school has been established 
here, which has been the means . of communicating 
l'eligious instruction to a number of childJ;en who must 

otherwise have grown up in the grossest ignorance. 
COUVA is situated about half way between Port of 

Spain and San Fernando. Like most of the other places 

on this coast, it is accessible from town only by wUcter; 
but the steamer, which plies daily in the Gulf of Paria, 
generally calis at New Bay, to receive passengers. Mr. 
:M~ had the honour of being the first missionary who 
itinerated in this part of the Island. He preached, 

with considerable success, on Felicity Hall, Exch{1nge, 
Carolina, Milton, Cedar-Ifill, and other estates, where 
the people generally manifested an anxious desire to 
hear the gospel. Mr. Ranyell was next appointed to 
lwbour in this locality, who, in connexion 'with his 
superintendent, the Rev. George Beard, succeeded in 
obtainingw respectable list of subscriptions towards the 
erection of a chapel and Mission-house. This under­
taking was commenced on my arrival in t~e Island; 
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and I was much pleased with the liberality. and good 
feeling manifested by the planters. One gentleman 
contributed £50. towards the new chapel, and several 
gave £20. and £ 10. each; so that with the aid of a 
grant from the Parent Socicty, the buildings were soon 

completed. The chapel is on the fu'st floor, and the 
residence of the minister is above, with convenient out­
offices in the yard. The building occupies a lonely sit­
uation, on a savanna or plain, with no other house very 
near. The people attend the chapel from the surround­
ing estates, on which the missionary frequently preaches 
during the week; and a day-school is taught in the 
chapel by an efficient native teacher. 

CLA.XTON'S BA.Y, about half .. way between Couva and 
Setn Fernando, is compamth'ely a new village Being 
at a convenient distance from Cedar-Hill, and other 
estates, where we have a considerable number of mem­
bers, a co=odious chapel was erected on a beautiful 
elevation, in the year 1845, under the direction of the 
Rev. 'V. Heath. The public services are well attended; 
and, as the population is rapidly increasing, this will, 
doubtless, ultimately become a very important station. 
For several years we have had an infant-school con­
nectcd with this place, of a most interesting charapter. 
When the missionary first visited Cedar-Hill estate, 
among a hundred slaves there was only one who was 
able to read. This was an intelligent young woman, 
who was early brought to a knowledge of the truth, 
and whom he requcsted to collect the childrcn together, 
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ll!!I frequently as possible, for the pm-pose of religious 
instruction. "With this, the parents were delighted; 
and the proprietor was so well pleased, that he allowed 
her to devote a considerable portion of her time to 
this exercise. W· e afterwards assisted her in the pur­
chase of her freedom, and engaged her as a school­
teacher, at a fixed salary. In this office she has since 
continued; and her labours have been greatly blessed 

among the children. On entering the chapel, scores of 
persons may now be seen, l"ho, through her instrumen­
tality, are able to read the Scriptures and the hymn 
book with tolerable fluency. 

Although we generally commenced our efforts in the 
country places, where the people were willing to hear 
the gospel, having been brought from other Islands not 
so much under the influence of Romanism, we did not 

"confine our labours to them. Many of the Africans 
and creoles of the Island have been brought to a know­
ledge of the truth; and a few have been converted from 
the delusive errors of p@pery, who, we trust will be the 
crown of our rejoicing in the day of the Lord. 'We 
have now, in connexion with om- Trinidad Mission, s-ix 
cAapels, tAree missionaries, five day-scAools, two h,und,..d 
and t/!i,·ty-six sclwla,·s, and seven Aundred and sixty 

chwrch - membm·s; while one thousand three hund,·ed 

persons a,·e repo,·ted as attending the minist1'Y of the 
missiona;ries. 

In the year 1846, I had two very severe attacks of 
illness, one of which was supposed to have been induced 
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by the exposure aud struggle in the water, on the ·occa­

sion of the shipwreck, from which I was so mercifully 

delivered; and although I so far recovered as to be 
. able to perform my duties, I never regained my wonted 

vigour. The helt1th of my dear wife also was much 
impaired; and a change of climate was considered ab­

solutely necessary for us both. vVe therefore prepared 

to leave the \Vest Indies; and embarked for England, 

on Friday, the 16th of July, 1847, on board the" Ban­
galore," East Indiaman, commanded by Captain Tweedy. 

I will not attempt to describe the partmg scene. It 
surpassed every thing of the kiud I had before witness­
ed. The school children, members, and hundreds of 

others, followed us to the beach, and we had literally 

to tear ourselves away from a people whose affectionate 

kindness, during our residence among them, we shall 
never forget." :May the Lord reward them. 

The ship in which we sailed for England had come 
from Iudia, with coolie emigrants, and was a commo­

dious vessel; but rather leaky, and required pumping 
every two hours. Through a kind and gracious Provi­

dence, however, we made the passage in safety. \\Then 
we had been at sea six weeks, on Friday, the 27th of 

August, we once more heard the cheering sound of 

" land a-head!" On looking out, we could just distin-

• Circumstances prevent my recording here the kiud address 
of the people, and an account of the II testimonial" which they 
prcs('Inted to me on my departure from the 1 sland ; but our Trin~ 
idad fricllds, may fest assured that they are still remembered by 
us with feelings of sincere affection. 
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guish the chalky cliffs of the Isle of Wight. Iu the 

a,ftemoou, a pilot-boat came along-side, and in a few 
hours we landed at Brighton, the splendid bmldings of 
which, as seen at a distance, appeared like a dissolving 
view. On setting our feet ·once more on the shores of 
our dear native country, and feeling that it was indeed 
a reality, we were constrained to praise the Lord for 
his goodness, and to C0nsecrate ourselves afresh to him. 

" :May we in life, in death, 
His steadfast ~ruth declare; 

And publish, with our latest breath, 
His love and guardian care." 

CONCLUDING OnsERvATIONS. 

In coming to the close of these memorials, it may be 
advisable to take a retrospective view of the results of 
those missionary labours in vYestern Africa and the 
West Indies, of which the preceding pages exhibit a 
specimen. It is a pleasing fact, that the servants of 
God who have successively ministered the word of life 
to the sable sons of Hain, have not laboured in vain, or 
spent their strength for nought. The blessings which 
have invariably followed the faithful preaching of the 
gospel, so far as the writer has had experience in the 
mission-field, are civil, social, and religious in their 
character. 

Among the civil bl~ssings secured to the poor ne­
groes in the West Indies, by the evangelical labours of 
christian missionaries, that which appem·s most promi-
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nent, and which shcds a halo of glory around the Brit­

ish name, is, thcir emancipation from slayery. For, 

whatever may be the opinion of others on this subject, 

we who witnessed their bondage, and watched the pro­

gress of their freedom in all its stages, are convinced in 

our own minds, that the principal instrument in pro­

ducing this glorious change in thcir civil condition, 

was the faithful proclamation of the gospel of Christ. 

We do not undervalue the organizations of British 
philanthropists, nor the appeals which were made to 

the legislature of our country for the abolition of sla­

very; but we maintain that these would, without the 

gospel, have been ineffectual. I t was the benign influ­

ence of christianity, brought to bear on the minds and 

hearts of the poor slaves, that proclaimed them to be 
men, gave point to the plea for justice on their behalf, 

and melted away the chains by which they had so long 

been botmd. What a glorious achievcment was this! 
Such a VASt number of human beings, with affections 

and feelings like our own, introduced to all the bless­
ings of civil freedom! With feelings of deep emotion 

have I frequently listened to the affecting statements of 

the people, while setting forth their own experience on 
matters relating to slavery and emancipation. 

The improvement in the social condition of the peo­
ple, which has followed the introduction of the gospel, 

is of a striking character; but, to form an ad~quate 
idea of its natme and extent, the reader must visit the 
cOWltrics whieh ha,-c passed in reyiew before him. IIe 
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must witness the progress of civilization, the beautiful 
villages, and the cultivated grounds, as well as other 

evidences of their well. directed industry. He must 
enter their cottages, and mark the cleanliness, neatness,­
and comfort which generally prevail in their domestic 
arrangements. He must attend their places of worship 
on the sabbath· day, where the parents and children 
may ];)e seen assembled, neat and clean in their persons 
and attire; modest and respectful in their behaviour to 

a high degree; and exhibiting an aspect of cheelfumess 
and joy which the gospel alone can inspire. And all 
this must be contrasted with the heathenish state of the 
people before the arrival of the missionaries. 

But christianity regards man as an intellectual and 
moral being; and the results of our missionary labours 
is seen, to the greatest advantage, in the higher depart­
ment of mind. We are aware that infidels and sceptics 
used fo~merly to insiuuate, that the African tribes were 
" inferior to the rest of the species;"- that they had no 
soul,s: but this slander has been triumphantly refuted. ,'.' 
vVe can boldly point to upwards of eigMy thousand con­
verted natives, in Africa and the West Indies, connect-

* In the 'Vest Indies we meet with striking insranr.:es of na~ 
tive talent. ,\Ve have persons of colour who are judges, legisl~­
tors, physici;,ns, and christian ministers_ S. C. 9f Grenada, is a 
self-taught astronomer; and he traced the path of t,he cornet 
which appeared in 1844, with an accuracy that elicited the CODl­

me-ndatioll of the celebrated Dr. Dick, whose letter I haye now 
before me. J. G. in the s;a.me lsland, is a general genius, and a 
self-taught watch-maker, by which occupation he has, fO!' many 
years past, obtained his livelihoou. 
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ed with our society, who have become united in church­
fellowship with the people of God. Many of these are 
eminent for their piety; and tlJousands of others have 
,passed into the eternal world, leaving behind them the 

most pleasing evidences, that they were departing to be 
with Christ, which is far 'better. 

The gratifying measure of success which has attended , 
the efforts already made to evangelize this people, as 
seen in their civil elevation, social improvement, intel­
lectual development, and in the actual conversion of 
many to the faith of the gospel, may be regarded as the 
prelude to a still more glorious harvest. W e a~e aware, 
that for the last few years, a gloomy cloud has over­
shadowed our interesting West India Mission; and 
that, on some stations, the work has appeared to de­
cline; while on others, it has not advanced with the 
r:1pidity of former days. It must be remembered, how­
evcr, that this apparent declension is entirely the result 
of commercial and agricultural depression, occasioned 
by the injudicious policy of the British government in 
admitting slave-grown sugar to the market of this 
country on the same terms as the produce of free labour. 
\Vhatever difference of opinion may exist on the ex­

citing topics of " free-trade,"-and " protection," the 
christian and the philanthropist will agree in the senti­
ment, that when the great moral subject of slavery is 
involved in the question, some modification should be 
made to meet the case; and that " protection" should 
be afforded to British \Vest India planters, to enable 
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them successfully to compete with their neighbours who 
still hdld their fellow-menm cruel bondage. For a great 
nation who has emancipated its slaves at a cost of tW(fnPy 

millions steding to encourage foreign slavery, by its 
present line of policy, is one of those inconsistencies 
we sometimes meet with in human affairs, and which 
appears wlmCilst unaccountable. Vve entertain the hope, 
however, that in the order of Divine Providence this 
difficulty wi!'l soon be overcome; that social and re­

ligious prospeuity will again revive; and these beauti­
ful Islands will exhibit to the world a prosperous and 

ha.ppy com,munity, worthy of the glorious emancipation. 
Although muoh has been done for the negro race, 

and an amount of success has been realized that clearly 
demonstrates the efficiency of the plans in operation for 
their conversion, there is yet a great work to be accom­
plished. Look at the vast continent of Africa, with its 
teemj,ng millions of degraded Mahometans and pagan 
idolaJt0rs, still s~tting " in darkness and in the shadow 
of ileath ! " Look at the two hundred thousanil human 
beings annually dragged away from their native shores, 
and doomed to spend the remnant of thei,r days in 
hopeless slavery. Christia,nity, with its train of regen­
erating, sanctifying, and saving blessings, offers the 
only remedy f0r the miseries of Africa. We would not 
unilervalue the services of British cruisers, and 'other 
preventive means, nCilW necessarily employed on the 
coast; but we are fully convinced, that a line of mission 
stations, judiciously appointed and zealously sustained, 
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would do much more towards the effectual supprcssion 
of the slave-trade, than all the steamers, and cannon, 
and powder, that could be employed in that service. 
Physical force may lop off the branches, but moral and 
religious influence would strike at the very root of the 
disease. The gospel would not only prepare the peo­
ple for a blessed immortality; but civilization and legi­
timate commerce would assuredly follow, even to the 
centre of Africa. It would unfold to the native chiefs 
the vast resources of their own country, by which they 
might promote the real improvement of their people, 
instead of selling thE'm into slavery. 

But the question arises, where is the instrumentality 
to carry on this blessed work to be found? Having a 
deep conviction, that Africa will ultimately be regen­
erated chiefly by the instrumentality of her own sons, 
we point to the West Indies. Would the British 
government and British christians put an end to the 
slave-trade and evangelize the vast continent of Africa, 
they must support the West Indies by their political 
alTangements, by their missionary zeal, and by their 
united prayers. And as the West India Islands ad­
vance in prosperity, they will take a larger share than 
thcy have yet done, in furnishlng both men and money, 

for thc evangelization of Africa. Whatever may be the 
opinion of the reader, on the theory now advanced, we 
think it is sustained by the nalTative of facts contained 
in the preceding pages. 

To accomplish this object, and to make the 'Vest 
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Indies the priucipal instrument in the elevation of Af-
rica, British christians must put forth their united 

efforts for many years to come. The number of mis­
sionaries ml).st be greatly increased. Theological insti­
tutions must be established in the principal colonies, 
for the training of native ministers and teachers. A 
missionary-ship must be provided, for the navigation of 
the various rivers and creeks on the coast; to make 
occasional voyages between Africa and -the West Indies, 
for the conveyance of ministers and teachers; and to 
facilitate those changes and operations which the health 
of tiLe agents may require, and by which the prosperity 
of the work might be promoted. Such a plan, vigorously 
worked out, would accomplish wonders. The banks of 
the Niger, from Timbuctoo to Rabba, would soon re­
so~nd with the praises of God. The moral wilderness 
would become as a fruitful field, and the desert would 
rejoice and blossom as the rose. 

British christians! listen to the plea of one who 
speaks what he knows, and testifies what he has seen, 
of the perfect adaptation of the missionary enterprise to 
accomplish the conversion of the world. Cmne forward, 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty; and may 
the happy tin,e soon arrive, when Christ shall have 
"the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for his possession." 

FINIS. 

KINGSWELL, PRINTER, NEWPORT, ISLE OF WIGHT. 


	002
	003
	004
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052
	053
	054
	055
	056
	057
	058
	059
	060
	061
	062
	063
	064
	065
	066
	067
	068
	069
	070
	071
	072
	073
	074
	075
	076
	077
	078
	079
	080
	081
	082
	083
	084
	085
	086
	087
	088
	089
	090
	091
	092
	093
	094
	095
	096
	097
	098
	099
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105
	106
	107
	108
	109
	110
	111
	112
	113
	114
	115
	116
	117
	118
	119
	120
	121
	122
	123
	124
	125
	126
	127
	128
	129
	130
	131
	132
	133
	134
	135
	136
	137
	138
	139
	140
	141
	142
	143
	144
	145
	146
	147
	148
	149
	150
	151
	152
	153
	154
	155
	156
	157
	158
	159
	160
	161
	162
	163
	164
	165
	166
	167
	168
	169
	170
	171
	172
	173
	174
	175
	176
	177
	178
	179
	180
	181
	182
	183
	184
	185
	186
	187
	188
	189
	190
	191
	192
	193
	194
	195
	196
	197
	198
	199
	200
	201
	202
	203
	204
	205
	206
	207
	208
	209
	210
	211
	212
	213
	214
	215
	216
	217
	218
	219
	220
	221
	222
	223
	224
	225
	226
	227
	228
	229
	230
	231
	232
	233
	234
	235
	236
	237
	238
	239
	240
	241
	242
	243
	244
	245
	246
	247
	248
	249
	250
	251
	252
	253
	254
	255
	256
	257
	258
	259
	260
	261
	262
	263
	264
	265
	266
	267
	268
	269
	270
	271
	272
	273
	274
	275
	276
	277
	278
	279
	280
	281
	282
	283
	284
	285
	286
	287
	288
	289
	290
	291
	292
	293
	294
	295
	296
	297
	298
	299
	300
	301
	302
	303
	304
	305
	306
	307
	308
	309
	310
	311
	312
	313
	314
	315
	316
	317
	318
	319
	320
	321
	322
	323
	324
	325
	326
	327
	328
	329
	330
	331
	332
	333
	334
	335
	336
	337
	338
	339
	340
	341
	342
	343
	344
	345
	346
	347
	348
	349
	350
	351
	352
	353
	354
	355
	356
	357
	358
	359
	360
	361
	362
	363
	364
	365
	366
	367
	368
	369

