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MINUTE s , &c. 

REP 0 R TED TOT H E H 0 USE, 
-. 

Yeneris, 5° die Februarii 1790 • 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed for the 

Purpo[e of taking the Examination of fuch Witneifes 

as ihall be produced on the Part of the feveral Peti­

tioners who have petitioned the Houfe of Commons 

againft the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

Veneris, 29° die Januarii 1790. 

COUNSEL called in. 

Mr. Heywood, for the Petition of the Planters, Merchants, 
Mortgagees, Annuitants, and others, Creditors of, the Sugar Co­
lonies, and refident i!! Liverpool, whofe Names are thereunto 
fubfcribed,-and for the other Petitions from the town of 
Liverpool. 

Mr. JAM E S F R A S E R,--being called in, and exa­
mined by the [aid Counfel, faid, That he has been Commander in 
feveral {hips from Briftol" in the African Slave Trade, from the 
year J77z-has been twenty years in the whole, in that Trade-He 

went 
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went out fecond mate, and afterwards had the charge as chief 
mate, and fo continued till he became mafter. • 

To what part of the Coaft have you made any voyages? 
I made four voyages to the Coaft of Angola-One to New 

CalabJ.r-Five to Bonny-One to the Windward and Gold COift 
-A part of another to the Windward Coaft, and then captured-

e Another-voyage partly to the Windward Coaft, and then drove 
away by a man of war from that coaft, and went to Angola, wht..re, 
my purchafe being half fini!hed, I returned, and compleated upon 
the Windward Coaft. 

From what port did you make thefe voyages? 
From Briftol. 

Did you reude on the Coaft of Africa? 
Yes-In my firft and fecond voyages as mafter to Angola,-I 

was in the firft voyage three months on {hare, and in the fecond, 
[even months. 

On what part of the coaft was you on {hore? 
On Melimba Hill. 

Had you an opportunity of knowing the manners and cuftoms 
of the Natives of Africa? 

I had not many opportunities; but I muft have made fome re­
marks, and have fome knowledge of the buunefs. 

Do you know any thing of the government of that country? 
I have fome general notions of it, but they are very imper­

feCt. 

Is their government monarchical? 
It is at Melimba, Cabenda, Loango, and at different other 

places, as I have heard. 

Are each of thofe places governed by dil1inCt monarchs? 
They are; but there are a great number of people who acknow­

ledge the king as king and [uperior, but who refift him when 
they think it their intereft fo to do-their titles imply f<~ many 
offices-they are comm?nly fucceeded by others, who give very 
great prefents to the kmg on thefe occafions-he gives them a 

particular 
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particular cap, which cap confers a right to turn out 'the prior 
offi<!'er, and get his place, if he can, by force. 

What power is exercifed by theCe officers over the people ?-
They have the power of life and death-they punilh them 

fumetimes by mutilation-if they are very much incenfed againft 
them they defiroy them, but commonly fell them for S!;lves when" 
convitted of any crime-Sometimes they run away from one maf­
-ter of one diftriCl to another, to get proteCtion, which occafiBns 
;war-so c 

Are thofe wars confined to thefe officers or principal men, or 
do they arife fromrrivate feuds? ' 

A great many 0 them arife from private feuds, and lire. conti­
nued from father to fon; 

Are there public wars befides r 
There are what may be called public wars between the princi­

pal men of the country for variety of reafons, which the king has 
not power always t-o controul. 

15 the condition of Slavery perfectly well ktlow~ in that 
-country? 

Perfectly. 

Ate there many Slaves there] 
There are. 

Can you ,give any diftinCt idea .of thei.r numbers, and in whore 
hands they are? 

There are a fet ,of-Slaves in that ,country, that cannot be fent 
-out of it agreeable to the laws of the country; but can be trans­
ferred from one perfon to another within it-many Slaves are bard 
fo-many purchafed from interior ,parts of the {X)untry. 

What proportion do the Slaves bear to the number of Freemen 
:in the country? 

The number of Freemen~ properly fpeaking, is very fmall in the 
-i.'ountry-there are many Freemen who find it unfafe to be free, 
chuling rather to confider themfelves as the valfals or 11aves of tM 
great Princes, than be expofed to dangers frqm qUilNelS, in which 
they are al ways involved in that country. 

What are 1h
o
ofe dangers? 

B 
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The danger of having his property taken f~om hit,,:, f rom wall t 
. of proteCtion from the government under which he lives. ,. 

How is jultice admini!1:ered in tbat count ry ? , . . 
Ju!1:ice is adminifiered in that country by tbe pn nClpal men m 

every difiriCt, vill age, or t~wn-I underitooJ, the king's offi.ce,~~ 
< have the grea tefl: power In that country- when any CJ lIic I S 

brought before any [uch offi cer, he afks hi,s neighbours, or v'liJJI~ 
whether be is not confl:ituted as a proper Judge- this IS a mattcl' 
of form, and as Ii:lon as it is confe nted to, he hears the merits of 
the c:\L1fe-when fen tcnce is paired, the perron in whofe ravonr I t 

1S given is generall y obliged to put it in execution ; al!d very 
often, when he c~n not execu te the fc ntence, hc bas no further rc­
drefs-in fome cafes the party condemned pays a nne, wh ich f <;­

. mains with the judge. 

Are the Slaves entitled to be adj udged by thefe Courts? 
No-it is confined to freemen and vafFal s. 

What are the crimes which generally come befo re thefe tri­
bunal s ? 

vVhen orie draws \)'l ood of another, in any kind of quarrel 
among them felves-words fpoken in abufe of men in power, by 

,curling in a mode which is peculiarly offen live in that country­
for adultery-for poifonlng and witchcraft, which is fometimes 
brought before the tribHnal, .an·d after a fummary examination, 
if it is thought neceifary, the procefs is carried further by the 
perf on accufed, on his own appeal or otherwife, t~king pills, and 
a drink adminii1ered by the Fetiche doCtor (who is called the Congo 
dottor) and by the effeCt of thefe pill s, he is judged guilty or in­
nocent accordingly; and it is fuppofed, tbat the Fetiche dOt!'tor, 
according as he is paid, compolcs thofe pills, fo as to have a Lt­
vourable or an unfavourable efreCt- if he is found guilty, the maaif­
trate of the place then pronounc~s fentence- the fentence in ~e­
neral is a very he,avy fine to fuch perfo~s as they C2.nnot compel 
to undergo the tnal themfelves, but do 1t by d'eputy, and are teo 
powerful to be reduced to navery, and have their family feized­
but people of ~iddling and low c'Ondition, in [ome caks, are put 
to death, and In others fold-1 undedlood, in a great meafure, 
the language of the ~ountry, and I !;ave been prefent twelve 
hours at one of thefe tnals-and mofl: of the circumfiances that 
I have J'elated I have learnt from the people of the country, or 
from myowIl.knowle'ige. 

',,\Vbat 
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CWhat becomes of the families of the per[ons fold ? 
~ They become the 'Slaves of the accu fer. 

In what manner are the fines you mentioned paid ? 
Partly in Slaves, and p~rtly in what paires fo.r money -ill- the 

C .country, or in goods . 

• Is a payment by Slaves a common payment 'in that country? 
It is a -common payment foreyery thing crf any -confidenble J 

' value-they have a fort of money (which is a ~grafs cloth) which 
is the proper money of the country, with which they purchafe 
the neceiraries of life- they may have other modes of payment, 
which are unknown to me. 

'Is -the trial by ,the .Congo doctor's medicine .confined to poifon 
,and witchcrafti' 

The only-cafe whieh I know of, except poifon and witchcraft , 
,is as follows: there were threeprincefies or more at the time I 
-was in the count~y-when any one of thefe princeires take a fancy 
to any particular man,!he fends out her people to 'feize h is per­
fon, and from that time he is confirained to become her hu[-

,band- be -is ,then forhidden to look on other women, and if he 
commits any act of -infidelity, or has any communication what­
ever with any other woman, he is fubject to trial by medicine of 
the Congo doctor, or obliged to pay a certain fine- the princefs 

.is not under any refhaint in refpect to her intercourfe with other 
men- in thi~ anfwer I allude to the ,practices in the kingdom of 
Melimbaonly.-I {bould obferve, that when a man dies, his pro-

',perty goes, in the female line, to his fiiters and their children, and 
.not to his own. 

.. What number of princes are :there in that .country ? 
There are from four to fix. 

Are there any other crimes than thofe you have mentioned 
tried before the principal men of the town ,? 

Every crime th<ft is committed in the country is tried by that 
j llfifdiCtion. 

Are debtors tried before that tribunal? 
-1 have underl1:ood that long l1:anding debts have 'been paid feven­

fold-by the cufiom of the country-by order of any man who is; 
,confidered .as a maEifrrate. 

'­c_ 
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How are debtors punilhed who are unable to pay their debts? 
They become the Slaves of the creditor. • 

.. 

Does that extend to their families as well as to themfelves ? 
.Firft, to fatisfy the debt, their Slaves are feized, then their chil. 

dren, then their warne!!, and finally · themfelves, if the debt is • 
llilt 1atisfied .• 

Do human facrifices prevail in this part of Africa? 
I can't fpeak of iny to my own knowledge. 

What are the natural produCtions of Angola? 
Cafiada, calavances, plantains, bananas, a very few yams, :I. fe w 

fweet potatoes, pumkins, water melons, Indian corn-It is {o long 
fince I have been in that country, I cannot particularize any othe~ 
articles. 

Is any tobacco produced there .? 
There is. 

Is it produced in any quantity? 
I believe not in any confiderable quantity; it is produced 011. 

the Banks of 'the River Ambris, after being fertilized 9¥ the 
inundations in the rainy [eafons. 

Is there any labollr neceifary in the production of that .article ? 
I have been informed very little labour is ufed, OR account of 

the £limes, which are left at the ovedlowings of the river. 

Is there any Cotton grown there? 
There mufl: be fome grown, becaufe they make a fort of 

cloths, fomething like [uch as are made in the Portuguefe I£lands, 
but the cloths are of no vaJue in trade. 

Do they export any Cotton? 
I never Caw any in the country. 

Did you ever hear of any famine in t11at country? 
Yes-I have heard of partial famines, and felt t~eetreCt of 

them [ometimes, in not being able to purchaCe fufficient coun.try 
provifions for the Slaves. 

What do you conceive to have been the .eaufe of thore fa-
,mines? 

They 

.' 
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They may be fometimes 9Ccalioned by the rainy [ea[ons fai1ing, 
and oftener by the indolence of the Natives not planting a [uIDcient 
quantity of corn, cafada, and calavances, and perhaps by the 
impoffibilityof preventing their crops from being flolen, either 
on the ground, or after they are gathered and carried home-the 
people are profeifed thieves-they are not aihamed to own "it, . but 

.theyaee aihamed of being clete<1ed. 

In cafes of great diftrefs, owing to the famines, is it t'ommon to· 
{ell the whole, or part of a family, to obtain fuftenance! 

Not in Angola, to my knowledge. 

From your knowledge of this part of the coaft, do you con­
ceive that the natives could be induced to cultivate articles for 
exportation? 

Every, article of cultivation that has been produced in that 
countey has been by the labour of women. 

In what manner are the Slaves purthafed, on the Coaft of 
Angola, by the Europeans? 

We commonly have factories on ihore, at Melimba, Cabenda, 
and Loango-the people on the Sea Coail: aCt commonly as bro­
kers-theyare generally called Linguiil:ers, and receive a com­
miffion, which we call Linguifters Wages-the people from the 
interior parts of the country, who by their own accounts are 
fometimes a month, two months, and three months, on their 
journey down, come to our factories, attended by fome of thefe 
brokers-our trade with them is a mere barter; we receive their 
Slaves at a price fixed on-they get our goods in return, and 
fometimes we fee them back again, in.a month or fix: w'eeks, return­
ing with Slaves. 

Have you any idea from what diftance there Slaves are brought? 
. There are commonly Slaves of three nations brought to Caben­

da, Melimba, and Loango-the Congoes, the Majumbas, and Ma­
dun goes. The Majumbas are fuppofed to come from a tract of 
land fituated from the equinoctial line to the latitude of three or 
four degrees South-the Con goes, from the kingdom of Congo, 
which is fuppofed to extend from five degrees and an half South to 
feven degrees-the Madnngoes come from the interior parts of 
the country, and are a long time in coming down to the COlil:; 
they are fuppofed to be canibals; and they gave me reafons for 
being fo. When I afked them, if they eat one another in their 
country? they told me they did-When I afked them the reafon, 
they told me it was the fweeteil: fteih they knew, 

• C Which 
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,.. Which of thefe defcriptions of Slaves are the molt nume­
rous? 

We buy but few of the Madungoes; but whether that is o("ing 
.to their being at a great difiance ~rom us, or few in number in 
their own country, I am perfeCtly Ignorant. 

In what manner do thefe per[ons become Slaves in their dif!' 
• feren t coW) tries? 

As to' the Madungoes, I know nothing of my own knowledge, 
and my information is [0 various I cannot rely on it . 

• 
Do you know any thing of the Congoes and the Majumbas, in 

what manner they become Slaves? 
Some Congo princes fold me [orne of their own Slaves, and one 

in particular fold me one of his own wives. I would wiih to be 
underftood, that there is no marriage ceremony in that country; 
the wife becomes the property of the hufband by purchafe, and 
that purchafe is conduCted as follows: When a man is inclined to 
take a woman for his wife, he obtains the confent of the mother and 
near relations by prefents; and when the woman herfelf receives 
a prefent, {he is confidered as having given her confent, which {he 
cannot afterwards retraCt; ihe then to all intents and purpofes 
becomes the man's property; but the man h as no right to deprive 
her of any money or goods which belong to her[elf, or any thing 
elfe, except the Slave, which he commonly gives her when he 
marries, and which Slave he commonly fells before he [ells the 
woman, when provoked by her behaviour fo to do; but [ome­
times the Slave is fold in order to intimidate the woman, who 
afterwards may be forgiven , or not fold. 

In what . extent of Country does this cufiom prevail? 
It prevails generally, I believe, fr:om Majumba to the River 

Ambris. 

How many Wives do the People of Angola u[uall y have '? 
As many as they can afford. 

Is it the general cuftom to have more than one wife? 
. He muft be a poor man indeed who has no more than one 

Wife. 

:Is it a matter of pride among the Natives to have a great 
number of wives? 

I believe it-is, [0 far as one man confiders himfelf richer than 
another 
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'another'-:"aRd every man's wealth in that country is generally 
known by the number of his wives -and his Palm Wine Boys, 
wto are employed in going to the palm trees to extraCt the wine 
for his ure. 

In what manner do the Congoes and Majumbas become Slaves? 
I generally underftand, that trading men purchafe tJ:iem in th~ 

country, and fometimes the proprietors of Slaves bring them 
down to fell.-There is another circllmftance, which is, that the 
Slaves in the Congo and Majumha Countries <ire nearly equal.~ 
When there is a war in either of thofe countries,- we feldom get 
Slaves from that country where the war exifts; and the reafon of 
it I believe is, that the Merchants find it dangerous to travel 
through the country at that time, and the people t~mfelves can­
nOt attend to'2ny thing elfe but the war. 

Are the Slaves that are purchafed from COl'Igo and Majumba 
prifoners of war? 

The mode of carrying on war in thofe countries is by circum­
v.enting the enemy in ambu!h, or by furprize, and not openly 
meeting him in the field of battle-the parties furprized are made 
captives and Slaves, and fold as fuch.-Some have been fold to me, 
and their friends have come fame weeks after to redeem them. 

Are the prifoners made in this way numerous? 
:{ believe numbers of pc-ifoners have been made i that manner, 

but only a few of them have been fold to me. 

What .proportion of thofe fold to the Europeans have been mad« 
Slaves in this manner -? . 

I believe very few in comparifon of what there may be in fame 
other parts of the coaft. 

Are any Perfons fold for Slaves that were born Slaves? 
I believe, the greater number that are fold at Angola were born 

Slaves-my reafons for thinking fa are, that they feIdom exprefs 
any degree of refentment againft thofe that fold them, and from 
their being gener¥ly chearful and contented-thefe Slaves are of 
a different cOn'dition from the others I jull: mentioned-the Slaves 
I allude to are not the Valfals, but are Slaves of the people who 
come from the interior country, and fame on the coaft. 

What is the diftinClion between thofe you have mentioned as 
Vaft'als, and thofe you Rave mentioned as Slaves? 

The 

• 
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The Valfals, while they are in favor, are generally looked o~ 81 
in a certain ftate of freedOlll-when they become ufelefs, or give 
offence, they are commonly degraded to the fituation of thoJ! I 
term Slaves, but witbout being liable, in every cafe, to be {old out 
of the country. 

" Among ~he Slaves fold. what is the proportion of convicts for' 
different offences? 

r A gre<l.ter proportion than we call pollibly know, for they all fay 
they were honeft,;md kilOW not what they were fold for. 

Is the Trade carried on between the Europeans and the Natives 
carried on by force or fraud? 

I do not know of any fuch-it has ha.ppened to me that fame 
principal men of the country have applied to me to a1Iift them in 
leizing a perfon as a Slave, whom, they laid, had been condemned 
for crimes, who was armed to relifi being taken, but I always re­
fufed-I verily believe cafes have happened amongft the natives of 
kidnapping each other, but I have not known it-If fuch prattice 
was difcovered, the offender would be leverely puniihed, not only 
by the friends of the perf on who was kidnapped, but by the king 
or prince of the country. 

In what manner is the barter you mentioned between the Euro­
peans and the natives conduCted? 

The natives examine the European goods, and if the quantity 
and quality is to their fatisfaCtion. and the Slaves to ours, the bar­
ter is compleated. 

Do the natives always fee and approve of the goods before they 
make the bargain ? 

They are always at liberty to examine the goods, and in gilOe .. 
ral they examine them very minutely. 

Do the ihips, before they leave the coaft, give any oolke of 
the time of failing? 

They generally give a very long notice on the coaft of /. 
gala, from the difficulty of getting the natives te pay th~ 
tually to the time of their fetting fail. 

In what manner is that notice given 1 
. The notice I have always given myfelf. and generally have feen 

gl~en by others, was by loo~ng the fore-top-fail at ti r n,. ,tfd 
fi!l?g a gun-~ was 0I?-ce obliged to leave the river AlA" i,. wi 
glVlng any notICe, bemg alarmed by the appearance of a large flBp 

ill 
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in theotling, who might hav.e been an ene~y-the n~xt day, the 
da~ger being over, Iretumed, andIettled with the natIves. 

Is the notice that is given underftood -by the natives of the 
country, and the people on board the {hip. . 

• I never concealed it from the perfons on board the {hIP, and 
never fu ppofed they could be ignorant of it,not even t.he Slaves ..... 
the Slaves beiflg generally impatient to leave the coaft, we gene-
,rally tell them the time we propofe 1ailing_ • 

_And then the Counfel and \"iTitnefs were direB:ed tG 
-withdraw. 

• 

Lunce, 1° die Februarii 1790. 

COunfel and Witnefs called in as before, and the Counfel pro-
-ceeded in his Examination. ' 

At what time of the day do ihips ufuaTIy fail from the coaft of Mr. F R A S ER. 
Angola? 

It depends upon the wind- they fail indifferently at any time, 
night or day, according as the wind ferves, and the veffe! is 
,ready. 

What becomes of-th<\: Slaves that are offer~d to the European 
-fhips, and not purchafed? 

When the Owners of the Slaves from the country are fatisfieii 
that the Europeans will not buy them, they fometimes fell a few 
-of them to the people on .the fea coaft, for very low prices, and 
carry the reft back- fometimes they bring down large lots of 
-Slaves, and not finding the quality or quantity of the goods fueh 
as they expected, they fell fame of their Slaves, and carry the reft 
back. It has happened to myfelf at Melimba, and the River Am­
--bris, that not liking the a{fQrtment of the cargo, they have tlken 
;.the Slaves back. 

Do you knolV if any perfanal.injury happened to the refufe 
~ SJaves ? 

j have feen them fometimes beat-heard them threatened, and 
D ~k"~ 
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ebferved they were generally anxious to be fold with the reil: of 
the Slaves-the younger ones were not under the fame appie­
henfions as the old Slaves, therefore I ihould fllppafe the old 
Slaves were criminals, and were in fear of fome kind of puniih­
ment • 

.. Is there an y commerce for Slaves carried on between Angola 
and the eail:ern part of Africa? 

• I have rea [on to think [0, from the great number of Slaves 
which the Portu9-uefe carry to the Brazils;' becau[e the affort. 
ment of th eir cargo is (0 much inferior to that of the Engliih, 
French, and Dutch, that m oil: of the inh.lbitants of Congo, and 
the diffe ren t neighbouring kingdoms, are aver(e from tradin g with 
the Portuguefe-another reafon wh ich makes me think 10 is, 
that the River .Congo, which en tefs the (ea on the latitude of fix 
degrees fouth, the river Ambris, whofe mouth is between feven 
and eight degrees fouth, the River Dandy, whofe entrance is fitu­
ated a little further (outh, and feveral other rivers betwern that 
traCt an d th e latituJe eleven degrees fouth, are generally reputed and 
believed to proceed from tb e lime Comce in the in ter ior part of 
the country-then: are feveral int::rcomm unica tiono of thde ri­
vers-at mdl: of thefe comm unications it is reported there are 
Portuguefe miffionaries eftabli!hed as faCtors, who carryon a Slave 
Trade for tbemCelves and the government-another reClfo n which 
m~kes n le tbillk th~lt fome uf the Slaves which uc pu rchafed 
a t the River Ambri s, is, th at I now and tl1en purch~fld a Sla 'e, 
and lometimcs tViO or three, whofe hnguage was not unde' _ 
flood by any of the inhabitants of th e fe.l coal1, or b} any oth_r 
t:>laves on boarLI. 

\Vhat is the number of thofe Slaves, whofe language 'Nas nut 
undedlood, in proportion to the others? 

Very few in proportion. 

Is it the praCtice at Angoh for Europeal~ a,ips (I) take pa',ms ? 
It IS a pracbcc, al:d a very bld one. It IS the cur.:Oll1 at Angola 

for the traders a Jd Jl111.lbltants to pawn tbe:r Slav_s, their children 
or relations, to procure go:-ds for difr~rent purpul::s -it is fome­
times, I b_elieve, _ the cuftom with fome greJt mel] in the country 
to order fome oi their friends, their reht.olIS, or fa l"ll ilies, to be 
fold: and, I fuppJ(e, that this being ?rde~ed to be: JUl1l: In p_,ffion 
or rcfentmcnt, the people who receive t.11S cOlllmiilion chufe to 
deliver the:D as P.lWIlO, taking the vab e of a SLve in return 
leaving the mafic r at liberty to avai l him Jdf of that circumfrance: 
If he chofe to redeem the perion [0 p ledged. What I confider as 

the 
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t'he greateft evil attending this practice is, that the owner or friend 
Qf fijch pawns commonly borrows Slaves from a £hip which is 
not fo forward in completing her cargo, and takes the pawn out 
of the !hip that is ready to depart, and puts it on board the other 
-I have known epidemical diforders conveyed from on~ !hip to 
!nother by this practice, which has deO:royed a great number of 
Slaves on board one !hip which I can mention in p:1.rticular-. 
I confider it as a very great hard!hip· upon perfons fo pawned, 
as it expo[es them to fcurvies and fluxes, and to be fent into £hips • 
where they are fed in dift~rent manners-fuch _pawns have fre­
quently begged of me to take them away as Slaves, to avoid being 
iliifted on board other £hips as pawns-this practice is likewife 
injurious to the owners of the £hips, becaufe £hips are obliged 
fometimes to lay two or three days after finifhing their trade, be­
fore the friends of fuch pawns can procure Slaves to put in their 
place, and are fometimes obliged to carry oft" the pawns, or take 
inferior Slaves in their room; in either of which cafes I confider 
the owners to be inj ured. By the cuftom of moil.: p::trt of the 
coaft in which I have traded, we are not at liberty to refufe a 
p;l\vn. When I was taken by a French man of war on the 
Windward Coaa, a Liverpool {hip that happened to be taken, had 
a number of pawns on board-the French captai n and hisofEcers 
determined to f<:nd thofe p:twns to the WeO: Indies-I remonO:rat-
ed againfc the impropriety and injuflice of it-I aifured them that 
the Chamber of Commerce in France, and th:: African Company 
in England, would profecute tim and his Officers for 10 doino-, 
unlefs he gave an opportunity to the friends of the pawns to r~­
deem them, by paying the Rice or SJa\' e~ for which they were 
pawned-the cf'.p tain of the man of war told me, that neither 
1 nor any other m:m had a right to take p::tW'ns on board-my 
anf"ver was, that it was the cufl:orn of the country, that the 
firO: French ihips that came to trlde upon that coail: muft pay 

" for them, or that any of the crews of fllCh {hips that were caught 
on {bore would fuffer for it. This is another bad conlequence 
attending th~ taking of pawns, that people are often pawned that 
can never be redee,ned, their friends being too poor to procure 
a Slave in r=turn. 

'Vhat becomes of the pawns unredeemed? 
Every pawn that is received is con lidered as a Slave, until he 

is redeemed-if their friends refufe, or are not able to redeem 
them, they are carried ofF and fold. 

Does the account of the pawns you have given relate to the 
Trade in the other parts of Africa, as well as ,11 Angola? 

It 
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It relates to all parts that I know where the cullom of putting 
pawns on board {hips prevails. 

Does that cufiom generally prevail? 
It doe! at Angola and the ''''indward coafi, to my own know­

ledge, and I believe in other parts-but feldom at Bonny • 

• 
Have you not faid you have been five voyages to Bonny? 
Yes. 

• 
Are you acquainted with the government of that country? 
I am fo far acqu~.inted with it as my own bufinefs required, 

and the means of information I had from others afi'ordtd me. 

Have you been long on {hore there? 
I have been dail y on [hore, during the time my veITel was on 

the Coafl:-the veife'l, upon an average, migbt be about two to 
,three months each voyage, laying in the River oppofite to the 
town. 

Did you make any obfe rvations on the government of the 
country? 

I have a general knowledge of the government of the country. 

What is the government? 
There are a certain number of people at Bonny, who are fup­

,pofed to have an eq Llal ,right to be at the head of the government 
-as it derives its wealth and condition from commerce, mafier& 
of {hips have a great influence in determining in favour of one or 
other of the candidates on th e deceafe of a king-there has been 
an inftanceof a king being je t up and fupported by the mafiers 
of {hips laying in the River-when the claims of feveral perfons 
feem to be equal, the man that is j ud.ged bell: qualified to govern 
them with equity, and fecure them againll: the depredations of 
their neighbourf, and who underfiands the Engli{h language, and 
the mode of trading wit,h the Europeans, is ufually.preferred. 

How far does the d~(lriCt extend over which thefe kings J\ave 
jurifdiCtion? 

I have been often told that there are 17 towns depe~ upon 
Bonny-fome of thefe tow.ns I know. ' 

What is the power thefe ki~gs have over the perro 
perty of their f u bjecl:s ? 

T.ru:re are nine parliament men~ who w.ith the king. and a 
iZlumber 
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l1umber of principal people of the town, make laws and regula~ 
tions for the time being-at prefent thefe parliament men have 
little ~r no power, being obliged to )i'd:. in every refpect as the 
king, influenced by the priefis, mar direct them. 

Is the condition of flavery known in the country? 
.perfeCtly fo-a great number of the inhabitants of Bonny being 

born Slaves, and Slaves being put"chafed in the interior parts of 
the country. 

What proportion do the Slaves bear to the Freemen? 
The far greater number are Slaves; but as the fatety of the town 

depends upon the exertions of all the inhabitants of it, many of 
the Slaves fcarce know themfelves to be fuch, until they commrt 
fome offence that occafions them to be fold or puni!hed as fuch. 

Is there any difiinction in the different claifes of Slaves in 
Bonny? 

There are a certain number of Freemen that are univerIally ac­
knowledged to be fo-there are a number of Slaves belonging to 
fome of the pri~cipal people, who themfelves poifefs forty or fifty 
Slaves, or upwards, of their own, and are allowed to carryon trade 
as Freemen, by the indulgence of their mafters. 

Is it permitted to fell all Slaves indifcriminately out of the 
country? . 

Such Slaves as they have purchafed from the interior part of 
the country are allowed to be fold at the will of their maSler­
fuch Slaves as are born in the town, and judged ufeful and necef­
fary to the fafety of it, cannot be fold out of the country, unlefs 
they are convicted of certain crimes. 

In what manner are they tried for crimes? 
\Vhen they are accufed of any particular crime, it is generally­

underftood that the charge muft be proved by f ufficient witneifes, 
before they can be fold or puni!hed. 

Before whom are they tried? 
I do not know there is any particular mode of trying them­

it is feldom that any body difputes the truth of fuch allegations 
as a mafter may make againft his Slave.-It is generally fuppofed 
that the Mafter will not falfely accufe -one of his Sl aves, as it 
would induce fome of the ,others to defert, and run away to ano­
ther country, whioh they very ,often do fllom Bonny to Calabar, 
md f.rom CalabOllr ·to Bonny . 

E Are 

• 
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Are the Freemen, cltarged with crimes, tried before the fame 
:tribunal as the Slaves? 

'When a F reeman is charged with a crime, I believe other Free­
m en Parl iamen t- men, and Pl'iei1:s commonly take cogniz:nce of 
the 'fuppofed crime.-If he is convicted of the crime, he un­
dergoes the ll fual plln ilhment. 

~ 

What arc the cnmc.<; that are molt cemmenly brought befere 
r ,thefe tri.bu nals ? 

I can't fp eak te the parti cular crimes-pei[ening was formerly 
much praCtiCed at Benn y, but there is hardly an inltance of it 
,k nGwn at prefCMlt- a freeman cenviCted .of [uch a crime was put 
,te death and buried under ground.-Slaves were thrown into the 
river .or g iven alive to the fh al'ks. 

Is adultery a crime that is brought before thefe tribunals? 
I believe it is. 

Is witchcraft ] 
Yes. 

Do you knew any thing .of the mode .of trial for witchcraft? 
I do not. 

Is theft breught befere thefe tribunals? 
Theft is a crime for which the mafier has a power .of punilhing 

as he chufes.-A freeman cenviCted .of theft, I believe, pays a fine j 
but I know not by what tribunal he is adj udged. 

What pUllifhment is in,flicted for thefe feveral crimes? 
I believe the punifhment is generally arbitrary. 

Dees {lavery make part .of the punilhment ? 
Ferfens are fometimes fold fer crimes; but not fent .out of the 

country unlefs the crime is .of fuch nature as te require that 
punifhment-for feme crimes perfous are punilhed with death. 

In what manner are the Slaves .obtained which are fold te the 
·Europeans. 

The Slaves that are. fol.d to the Eurepeans are gener~1Jy pro­
cured by people that live In the Up Country, as it is called by the 
peeple of Bonny-fuppefed to be t,he ceuntry be~ween the Sea 
C~alt and the Ebo/ Country-when there are no wars ameng the 
,neIghbOUrIng peeple, thefe Up Ceuntrymen frequently bring their 
Slaves in fmall parcels down to Bonny and Calabar.-The tradi~g 

mea 
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men agree with them for the prices, and fell them afterwards to 
the Europeans.-If there are any wars, or if it is fo appointed by 

• the Bonny people, they go in their war canoes to the place or 
places in the Up Country, where the fairs are ufually kept-they 
are commonly away four or five days on fuch expeditions-they 
carry the merchandize commonly up with them into the coun­
try, to {hew they are able to pay for the Slaves~but fuch mer­
chandize and the Slaves are commonly brought down again to ' 
Bonny.-The mailers of the {hips buy as many of the Slaves !s 
~hey judge faleable.-Some of the youngeiloflre kept by the Bonny 
people in their houfes-the old or unfal,eabJe are fent back by the 
Bonny canoes, and the goods that have been paid for the Slaves 
that have been fold, fent ill the fame canoes.-The Brafs Pan 
Slaves, the Slaves that come from the Andomey Country, and 
the Slaves ' called Q!!aws, or Mocoes, as they are termed in the 
Weft Indies, come in fmaller numbers, and not at regular times. 

. In what manner do the perfons who are brought down as Slaves 
from the Up Country become Slaves? 

I know nothing of that but from report.-I believe the condi­
tion of the people in the Ebo Country to be much like that of the 
Majumbas and the Congoes. 

Are there any prifoners of war among thofe Slaves? 
I believe there are a good many prifoners of war-fuch as the 

prifoners of war in die Majumba and Congo countries, which have 
heen before defcribed. 

Are there any other diftind:ions of Slaves? 
I firmly believe that a great many in the country are born 

Slaves-my- reafon for thinking fo is, that. moil:: of the Slaves 
we purchafe at Bonny confefs themfe1ves to have been Slaves. 

What proportion do the Slaves that come from the Up Country 
bear to thofe which come from the diil::rid: of Bonny? 

There ate, in my opinion, very few Slaves fold that were born at 
Bonny. or in the towns dependant upon it. 

Do you knQw of any Slaves having been put to death at 
Bon~y? 

I have heard. that' fome Slaves are put to death.-Upon the 
chaa:ge of theft.'llg&lnft two of the King's Slaves, they were thrown 
inttl t~ middle-'.or.ilioriver, it being (uppo(ed, if they were guilty, 
lhC Sli~ks would devour them-if they were innocent that they 

, woul~ 
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would float down the river without being touched, till they caIne 
oppofite to a place called Jou Jou Point.-I know this from re- ~ 
port only; but I believe it to be true. 

Do you know of any praaice of the Bla~k Traders, or the 
'White Traders, obtaining Slaves by fraud or vIOlence? 

I do not know any inl1:ance of the White Traders obtaining 
Sla~es by fraud or violcnce.-I cannot fay what the Blacks do, 
a'ilY further than that they arreft men fometimes for debts, or pre­
tended debts, and obt:Jin a condemnation, which allows them to 
fell fuch per/ons as Slaves. 

W hat, in your opinion, would be the probable confequence of 
a White Man taking Slaves by violence or fraud? 

Del1:ruaion to himfelf if he fell into the hands of the natives, 
or paying a very heavy fine for fuch an offence. 

In what manner i3 the Trade at Bonny carried on between the 
'Whites and the Blacks? 

There are generally two prices.-The fbi ps that have been 
10ngel1: in the River. and preparing to fail, pay a higher price 
~han the veffels lately arrived.-The price is fettled generally 
by the king, the faaors, and a captain.-The captain commonly 
goes on iliore to view the Slaves in the traders houfes-This may 
be done at any time, but it is ufually done at night.-If any of 
the Slaves taken on board at night are found to be deficient, they 
are ufually relanded early in the morning-The trader comes 01\ 

board when he thinks proper, and receives the goods for the 
rea. 

Does the trader fee and examine the goods before he concludes 
the bargain for the Slaves? 

When the king breaks trade with the fbip, the affortment and 
quality of his cargo are fufficiently well known to all the traders.­
They never examine the goods previous to the felling the Slaves. 
but they and their people ufually examine them very minutely 
when they receive them. 

Does the captain of the 1hip give notice of the time of his 
failing from the Coaft ? .. 

I never knew an in fiance to the contrary in the river ~ 
although it is not necerrary to do fo tbere.-Whenwe hll\'e iini1h: 
ed 'our Trade, We 'Pay rile traders wh'at is called their work bar(. 
being their commifBon for the number tIf Slaves they have folclt. 
when 'that is done. -and the captain declares 10 the Icing that ~ 

has 
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has finiCned his trade, the king then comes on board, and receives 
his 4Cuftoms, and" gives the captain the Slaves and the elephants 
teeth, which are due to him.-There is another circumftanee by 
which all the people in Bonny are fufficiently warned of the lhip's 
being ready to depart- on the arrival of the lhip, "there are cer­
-tain goods called dalhes given to different people in Bonny, who, 
at the lhip's departure, return a certain number of coaIfe cotton 
-cloths (the manufaCture of the country)-When the captain wi{hes 
to colleCt thefe cloths, he muft fend a certain quantity of bread, .. 

'bran~y, and beef, to the parliament haufe, when"~ they are obliged 
to bring thefe cloths.-There is another circumftance by which 
the Bonny people know of the lhip's failing, which is, the lhip is 
generally covered with mats and fpars to protea the crew and 
Slaves from injury by the weather-This commonly takes from 
one to two days to pull it down.- Almoft every lhip has a certai:1 
number of the people of the town to row the ca"ptain on {hore 
and on board, and commonly to wood and water the lhip; fo that 
if the foretop-fail was not loofened, or a gun fired the day before 
the failing of the {hip, it would be impoilible for the 01ip to de-
part without the people having full four or five days notice. 

In what way are the cuftoms payable by the lhip eftimated ? 
Every lhip pays a ba.r for every Slave that is purch:lfed- fome­

times the king does not rigidly exaCt the precife number cf bars 
-he himfeIf puts a man or boyan board to receive the cuftoms 
immediately as the trade is broke-the king himfelf breaks the 
-trade as a trader, and when he has fo done other perfons can trade. 

Vih~t is the duty of the cuftom boy or man· put on board? 
His duty is to take an iron bar out of the price of every Slave, 

if there is any iron in the cargo, and the value of five manilloes 
befides the iron, which, altogether, is computed at a b:lr and.a 
quarter in trade-if there is no iron, the cuftom boy claims a right 
to take the beft bar (being an eftim~ted value in trade at BO illlY) 
Ife can ,find in the aifortment. 

When does the cuftom boy pay over the duty he has colleCted 
to the king? 

He fometimes takes on lhore the cuftoms he has colJe~ ed ev,' iy 
day, but generally chufes to take twenty, thirty. or forty iron 
bars on ihore at a time. 

Does the trade at Cahbar differ fr61m the mode of carrying 
on trade at Bonny? 

Not eifentially as to the mode. 
F Do 

• 
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Do yoU know any thin~ of the government at Cahbar? 
It is in fome refpe(ls hlmlar to that of Bonny-the town has 

been for feveral years plO: governed by a man whofe conditi~n is 
that of a Slave, and whofe name is Amachree-

he 
was oblIged to 

fuppor t hi s maO:
er 

for feveral years, though his own wealth g~ve 
him power over his man.er, and he often flogged hlln when dlf; 

• pleafed-
To 

fatisfy the pridts, who are ~he comr~10n interpreters 
of the law in that country, there was a ktng appotn

ted 
fome years 

,go-th;, p"ron h" "'Y ht'" pow". ,nd kf, oap""Y' but tl". 
cu!toms and dalhes are paid to him as ktng_Bcfore the tune of 
this perfon's e\e8ion I knoW nothing, but bel.ieve there have been 

kings before him. 
Are the peop1e of Calab.1f divided into Freemen and Slaves? 
I believe in ,that ['efpea their condition is generally flmilar to 

60fe of Bonny-there is a C\i!til1:tion in one point-the Calabar 
people can feB their cahOe boys which the BontlY people cannot­
the Bonny people will not permit the canoe boys , even if Slaves 
fr0111 the interior pa'rts, to be fold, as they are ufr.:ful to the 

COlln try in general. 
Do the Slaves that are fold to the Europeans come chiefly frolu 

,the interior parts of the Country? They ,do-and there is generally a weekly fair at Calab;u-in 

other refpeCts the Trade is carried on as at BOlloy, 

Are tbere any natural produCtions in the countries of Bonny 
and Ca\abar, which might be made the fubjeCts of exportation? 

1 believe there are noae. 

Are there any articles brought t11ither from ot11er countries 

which might be made the fu'bj eCt: s of exportation? 
There IS a li tde I vory-a few Cotten Cloths, which can be 

no article of trade, as they a.re either fold too dear, or are of too 
coarfe a manufaCture-,we fometimes buy Palm Oil at thefe places., 
but feldom more than IS neceifary for the Slaves provilio

,ls
. 

Can you afcertain in any degree the quantity of Ivory or Cot­

ton Cloths? The kings of Bonny and C~lablr are obliged to keep a certain 
number of Teeth for each a1~p-twO or three, according to the 
flze-fometllnes . th~y complam of the fcarcity of Teeth in tilt: 
~oUl1try, and make 1-1 an excufe for non-payment, and the I vary 
111 gene~al IS very dear~ with refpeCt to the Cotton Cloths, they 
are not tn great q uantltles-they are not the manufaCture of the country, 

• 
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(£ountry--they come from BeniN, the ·Brafs Pan Country, und 
.o ther countries • 

• Do you know any ching of any (')ther Pa'l't of the Coafl: ? 
Yes- fomething of the Windward Coafl:- I have been fre~ 

q uently there, but never to .complete a pur-chafe at anyone place, 
• . nor upon the wQole coafl:. 

In what manner is .the trade 'carried - on., on the 'Wind waril 
..coafl: ? 

On fome part'S of the Windward and Grain Coafl:s the trade .. 
-is a mere ba~ter, giving a .certain quantity of-goods for Sbves, 
accoiding to their appearance, without the ifl.tervention ·of any 
nominal value- in all mytranfactions wita the natives on the 
Windward CGafl: I purchafed -the Slaves by fuch bar.tef, without 
dailies, ·commillions, 01" cufl:oms~the tranfaclion was a fimple 
,barter-In fom~ places I pJ.id for wood and water, which is the 
general pra2ice all Gver the country. 

Do you know what are the natural :pr0ci-uct.ions of lthe Wind­
'Ward Coafl:? 

The country in general produces rice, Guinea corn, and 
.caifada; and moLt parts of the coatt produce plantains and 
b.lll:lllas- the country likewi (e produces lirnes, fome pine apple~, 

·.oranges and other fruits, which arc: chiefly to be found ,in -the VI ell 
rlndia dlands. 

Is there any iv~ry obtained on that coaft, and in what quan ­
tity? 

I have boaght ivory at mofl: parts of that coatt which I h.ave 
-frequented, and Iome camwood at olle place- I -canli'ot [peak as 
to the quantity. 

In what manner do the fhips obtain the Slaves 'upon the Wind­
".vard C o all: ? 
_ The Slaves I purchafed were brought on b:>ard the a)ip by the 
!hip's boat, when the canoe was not fufficient to b :-i'l '.F them­
the {hips ,that are accut10med to c~ rry on th ,lt trade, [.::nd th eir 
'boats into rivers and along the {hore, and likewife efl: ,\bl ilh 
Jattorles on fhore- I have been at fome of thefe factories, :l.ll 
Ieen the mode of trading-the Slaves were pro:l.uced, an:! if found 
.good, the price agreed on was paid, and the Slaves fent on board 
the alip the firfl: opportunity-the traders always fee the art icles 
'before the bargain is concluded, if they have any doubts of the 
property or ch,lfaaer of the perron they deal with. 

C all 
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Can a lhip lay with fafety on the coaft of Africa in aU fea[ons 

of the year? 
I know moil parts of the coaft of Africa, from Cape de V Gid to 

Cape Negroe-the [oundings for the moil part are very regular, 
and the ground favourable for anchor~ge--:-t.here a~e here and there 
feveral rocky parts, but in an hour s falling, either up or down 
the coail, good anchorage gro und may be found. . r 

Are there any reafons then why a {hip cannot trade on the 
Windward Coaft in bulky articles? 

Between the {hoals of St. Anne and Cape Palmas, a'l1d from 
Capt: Palmas down to the Gold Coaft-I do not. know any place 
whe're in the rainy feafon {hips boats can land with fafety-there 
are fom e places {beltered by rock s where a landing may be 
effeCted, and boats can go into the rivers by being well acquainted 
wi: h the bars, but no vet1els that draw much water can go into 
thefe rivers-the affi ftancc of canoes is necet1'ary to thofe {hips 
in rainy feafons- the canoes a re often overfet, and the goods at­
tempted to be landed are loft or deilroyed, but the natives [wim 
and dive [0 well, th at themielves are [elJom loft, unlefs [eized by 
the {barks. 

vVha t [eafon of the year is the moil dangerous for lhips to lay 
on that coaft, and why? 

From Cape St. Ann to Cape Palmas, and thence down to 
the Gold Coaft, there is fome variation in the [eaton, but the 
heighth of the rainy feafon, which is codjde~ed to be the wodl­
weather, is in the months of J uly, Auguft, and September-it 
is much the [arne at Bonny, with this difterence, that the tor­
nadoes on the Windward Coail blow the Qlips off the Ch ore, but 
generally would blow on {hore at Bonny-A lhip may have [afe 
anchorage on moft parts of the coaft if her ,cahles wouJd hold­
but the currents arc in gener.al fo {hong, and the rea [0 rough. 
that no feamen are equal to the lahour of rowing to the {hore and 
back again, from the exce[s of fatigu e-thefe currents are {hift­
ing, and occafionally mo[e or lefs ilrong. 

Does the {hifting of thefe currents, mo.ke the paifage from the · 
{hip to the lhore more or lets dangerous? 

Sometimes more and fometimes lefs dang~ous-they happen 
generally onth~ full and change of the moon, at which periods 
the fea beats vIOlently on the {hore, more than in any other parts 
of the world I ever knew . 

Are there any ports or harbours on the Coaft of Africa? 
There are feveral places in which I concei,ve {hips may lay with 

fafety, 
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fafety, fuch as·the rivers Gambia' and Sierra Leohe, and pethaps fome 
other rivers on the Windward Coafi-there are other r.ivers ill 

w"ich {hips :lay veGY fafe; but they muft run [orne rilk in going 
over the bars, fuch as th<; rivers Bonn,y,Calabar, and I believe. 
the :river ,at Old Calalbar.-Shipsare 1ikewifevery fafe in the 
river Congo, when they get in there; but the current .of the river 

• is [0 rapid that a {hip cannot at all times go into it-At Mount 
Negroe, which .I fuppofeto "be ill latitude of ten degrees foath: 
there is a very deep bay, epen, as near as I can remember, from 
fouth-weft.to north-weft, with a reef or Ihoa1 extending from the 
fouthernmofl: part-the ancko~ing ground good.3-a good rivulet of 
.frdh water-the country all round a perfeCt heap of acrid fand; no 
vegetation as far as the eye can reach. , 

]n all the rivers upon the Coail: of Africa are there not bars ,that 
;render tlieir entrance dangerous to frlips of burthen ? 

There are bars and, !hoals at the entrance of the rivers; but I un­
cerfiand that experie1lCed p{l!"fons can .. go into the riv~rs Gambia and 
Sierra Leone at all times when the wind perlllits. 

Does the furf renderJanding from the ihips d:lngerous on every 
pa·rt of the Coail: where trade,is carrying on ? 

It renders it impraCticable in {hips boats in many ,parts of the 
'Coafi-and dangerous in moil: parts. 

And then the ,Counfe! and Witnefs were direCted to 
.withdraw. 

Martis, 2° die 'Febl'lIarii 1790. 

:COunfel and Wit~efs .caJledi~ as .before ; and the <Counfel pro­
ceeded 'further In hIS Exam1l1atlOn. 

Do {hips ·trading to Angola provide themfe\venvith Provifions Mr. F R A S Ell., 

for the Slaves in the Middle Paffilge, ,in that country ? 
They feldom or ever can purchafe fufficient quantity of provi­

nons 'on the Coail: .of Africa~ either for the Middle P:liiage, or for 
CT ,the 
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the time that the {hips lie upon the Coail:-I believe moil: Englinl. 
{hips purchafe what country provifions they can during their nay 
upon the coalt, but they are general! y furnifh:ed with a fuffici(.nt 
quantity of proviftons for the whole voyage, m England-I beg 
leave to ob[crve that the French £hips feldom give any country 

proviftons to their Slaves. 

What is the food of the Slaves intended for fale, in their own 

coun try, or in the hands of the mack tr,lders ? 
• When they have not a fuffic iency of corn or plantains, they 

fubfiil: on the root of the caffada, which they eat raw, roa!l:ed, or 

boiled. 
What is the food , intended for the Negroes, that is brought 

from England? Beans and Rice-fome il:ock6fh, flour, bread, and b~ef. 
vVhen the {hip is going to fail, do the Negroes {hcw any re~ 

IllB:ance at leaving the coalt ? 
The Negroes in general {hew a very great impatience to leave 

the coalt-thofe that are natives of the fea «oail: 111ew a reluc­
tance on leaving the coa!l:, and their relations; but the number 

of them is very inconftderable. 

Inform the Committee of the general arrangement and ma~ 
nagement of the Slaves on bo:ud the £hip, before ale (cts fail? 

On the coalt of Angola we are fa long purchaflng our cargo 
that the alip is fit for fea feventl days before our purchafe is com­
pleated-the rp~ce between the decks is u(llally rl ivided into three 
apartmcqts, and, for the fake of order, the [exes are feparated, 
and the boys in general in a room by themfelves. The Angola 
Slaves being very peaceable, it is feldom neceffary to confine them 
in irODS; and they are allowed to go down between the decks, 
and come upon deck, as they find the weather warm or cold- it 
is our willi .to keep them all ~he day. upon deck, and give them 
what exerClfe they can ufe, w.lth a view to pre[erve their health; 
and to prevent tbem from {Ieeping in the day-time aD deck; be­
cau[e thofe who {Ieep aD deck, in day-time, generally dilturb the 
re{t at night- and when they are allowed to talk below, it adds 
conftderably to the h~at qf the rooms. We endeavour to keep 
them as clea?ly as poffible, as well as their apartments-when 
the weather IS too cold for them to wa£h themfelves under the 
head pump (a praCtice which they are fond of themfelves, and 
which we encourage) we commonly give them water in a tub, or 
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.or fome other veifel, to wafh their mouths and their hands­
we likewife furnifh them (when it can be got) with fome palm­
oil to-rub themfe1ves after wailiing, a cuftom which prevails in 
their own country, and which is fuppofed to proteCt them from 
the changes of the weather. We are very careful th,at their pro­
vifions are well dreifed, and regularly [erved; and endeavour, as 
n1\lch as we can, to give them as many meals as they were ac­
cuftomed to in their own country, and drefied in a manner con­
formable to the cuftom of their own country. In all the voyages 
I have made to Angola, and to any other country, I had a [uffi­
cient quantity of provifions to give them, as muct~ as they could 
eat. I alwD.ys had a fufficient quantity of wine and [pirituous 
liquors for the ufe of the negroes and fhip's company. When ­
they were ailing, the furgeons had al ways orders, as well as free 
leave, to give them any thing that was in the fhip. Frelh pro­
viGons we found generally upon the coaft, and laid in as good 
a ftore of them as .ve could conveniently keep on board the 
{hip. 

Does this an[wer you have now given relate al[o to the l\1iddle 
PafTage? 

It does; with this difference, that, while on the coaft, we get 
feveral articles, fuch as plantains, bananas, and fcveral other re­
freillments, which are not fit to keep at fea. 

What are the daily arrangements ",,·ith refpeCt to the fceding of 
the Slaves? 

Our Slaves (which is what we vJiil~) being generally defirous of 
eating their provifions upon deck, and the weather ::ot being at all 
times alike, they are fed fometimes an hour later or earlier than the 
u[ual time-fudden changes of weather make it ab[olutcly need:" · 
fary fometimes, to feed them Cooner or later than any fixed time 
whatever-their provifions are generally ferved in wooden veffels 
(which we call crews): Although they are boiled to fuch a con­
iiftcncy, that they may be eat without the nre of fpoons, we gene­
rally give each Slave a [poon, which they very feldom ufe-they are 
almoft at all times ten in a mefs-as foon as they have eat their 
victuals, they are ferved with water, and ufually alIowt'd to drink 
as much as they chufe-they have two meals regularly every day, 
and almofi always a middle meal; which not being cuftomary in 
their own country, they confider as an indulgence-this middle 
meal is bread and beef, or bread and pork, or ftock-fiili, or any 
thing elfe we have to give them-it is fometimes of caJavances, of 
which they are generally very fond-the treatment is [0 much alike. 

both 
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both on the co,dl ::nU on the voy.lge, tbt ·the Jcfc rip~ion df 
(lI1e day is fl1f1icicntly defcriptive of th e trea tment dUring the 
whole of the pafl:!g,'--we gen(trall y appoint the mof1 humane ann 
bell: difflo[::d of the {hip's com pany to attend the ~laves, and ferve 
their provillon s-it is the Surgeon's duty (and he I S frequently re­
minded of i't) to t:lllj ui re every morning into the It:ate of the heJlth 
of the Slaves, and to ;nfpeCl: the boil el's, to fee thJt they are cleJn 
-when all Y comphining Slaves declare their comphints to the 
Su rgeon, he gcn er,dly gives them what medicine,his jU,dgment and 
pr ,\ ((ice dired hil11 - there is [orne a pa rtmen t appropfJated for the 
lick- we ende'1I'ollr ·to put them where they arc lefs likely to be 
mulef1ed or ditlurbcd , 

During what hours in .general, in each day, are th e Slaves alio\\'ed 
to be u p :J11 cl eek? 

We lometimes all ow the Slaves to go down between decks in 
the cou rfc of .th e day-but if the weather permits, we never willi 
to have them off the deck from the time th ey come up in the 
morning, till the t ilne it is proper for them to go down at night 
-they are generally of a cheerful di fpoution, which we encourage. 
ar,d they h ave frequent amufements pecu li ar to th ei r own country, 
{uch as fome little games with !tones or !hells, dancing, andjump­
ing, and wrei1ling- no twithf1anding they are apparently of a cheer~ 
ful difpo{ition , they are ..,ery often apt to quarrel wi th one another:, 
and it is difficult to reconcile them-it is a general principle with 
an African not to forgive his enemy. . 

,In what manner are 'the beans, 'which you mentioned to be 
brought from England, dreffed for the ufe of the Slaves? 

They are generally fplit in. England, or on board the {hip-they 
are fometimes boiled to the confif1ency before mentioned, at other 
times with a11 eQ,ual quantity of rioe, Ilnd fometimes !tockfifh or 
~H;:ef are mi xed with them. 

Do the Negro:::s eat them ·with reluCtance, when fo dreffed ~ 
. Moft fJ~rt o~the Angola Negro(ls ,I,ever had on,board the {hips 
I have faded ln, ,eat whatever provlllOns were glven them wita 

. cheerf ulnefs. 

Where clothe Slave '!hips provide themfelveswith water on the 
Middle Paifage ? ' 

There is abundance of excellent water to be found on ever.y 
part of the Coaft of Angola, where I have traded; althou'>h it is 
ve~7 difficul t to get .the water on board from [orne pla~es, . ooR 

account 
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account of the difficulty of landing, where the water waiito be 
procured . 

• 
Do the officers fee that the Slaves are regularly fupplied with 

food and water? 
It was generally underl1:ood, ill the Angola trade, that the chief 

Ornate, furgeon, and boatfwain, ihould attend the Sl aves while 
meffing on the main deck- the chief mate and boatfwai..n are, for 
the m-bft pare of the day, among the Slaves on the main dltck-it is 
cufiol11:lry for the maner of the fhip, the fecond J]1J,ate, the furgeon's , 
mate (if there is any) to fee the Slaves meif:e~ on the quarter 
cieck, and they are generally among them in the cOU1F(e of the 
day. 

Is the furgeon provided with proper medicines. for the voyage? 
There is generally a fum of money allotted for the medicifles .. -

The furgwLl, if a man of experiel,ce in the trade, takes the aftort­
mel1t which he judges beft- if he never was on the coaft before, 
he commonly takes fuch an affortment as he has, been ad'vii'ed to 
do by a man of experience, or fuch, as he fillds the apothe­
cary or druggifi has rent in other veffels in the [arne trade. 

Do the Officers fee that the Slaves are properly attended iu 
ficknefs ?' 

There are proper per(ons appointed to attend the fick Slaves­
the furgeon often chui"es [uch perfons as he thinks beft qualified 
for it, and the mafier of the {hip orders them to do wbat the. 
Surgeons direct: them-the mafier of the (hip, as well as his offi­
cers, are too much interel1ed in the health and fafety of the Slaves 
to negleCt the nece(fary means for their recovery, '[uppofing Iau­
manity out of the queftion. 

How is the mal1:er and the officers of the ihip interefted in pre­
ferving tme health of the Slaves? 

If any of the Slaves die, the furgeon lo[cs his head money. and 
the captain his commiffion ; if the Slaves are brought in had Olider 
to market, they average low. and the officers privilege Slaves, 
which are generally paid them on an average with the cargo, are 
of lefs value to them. 

What do- you mean by tl~e head money and cQmOliffioEl men­
tioned in your Jail anfwer ? 

By the head money. I mean one ihilling for each Slave that is 
fold paid to the Surgeon out of the proceeds of th e cargo-by the 

H captain'S 
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captain's commiffion, I mean what is allowed him for bartering ~is 
capra of European goods for the Negroes upon the coall:, and for 
his :'care of the Slaves upon the coaft, and until they are folri­
which com million is calcuhted at fa much per cent. on the grofs 
amount or net proceeds of the cargo fold, according to agreement 
with the owner. 

What do you mean by privilege Slaves? 
The privilege Slaves, that are allowed the chief and fecond 

mate, and (urgeon, or any other officers to whom fuch privilege is 
given, are allowet! them in confideration for thei: care and trouble 
in the management of the Slaves on board the {hlp. 

Has the captain any privilege Slaves? 
The captains formerly had privileged Slaves, and what was 

called co ail commiffions-that cuilom may prevail . with [orne 
owners ftill; but in general the mode of paying commiffions 
on the grofs or net proceeds, in the Weft Indies, is what IS moft 
generally praCtifed, and what is confidered moft equitable, the 
interefl of the owners and the captains being then reciprocal. 

Is a particular attention {hewn to the cleanlinefs of the {hips 
between decks? 

There is very particular attention ihewn to the cleanJine[s 
of the (hips between decks, and it is often thought, the prac­
tice of cleaning the (hip is prejudicial to the health of the 
Slaves. 

'Why has this practice been thought prejudicial? 
Becaufe it is very difficult to dry between decks thoroughly, 

notwilhfl:anding we have fire-pans for that purpofe- I am not of 
that opinion myfelf. 

When the Slaves are upon the deck, in what manner is the 
{hip cleaned between decks? 

We have generally a canvas hofe, that leads the water from the 
head pumps down between the decks, which are ufually fcrub­
bed with bricks and fand-afterwards waihed cleau, and fwabbed 
as dryas pollible; and frequently we burn tobacco,brimllone, or 
any other thing that we judge proper to [weeten the rooms­
there are feveral fire-pam placed at different parts between decks 
with {hong fires in them, which generally dry between decks per~ 
fealy in the 'fpace of an hour; but we generally chufe to keep 

the 
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the fires l.n hour or two longer, if the weather and time of day 
per!niued. 

Are there ports and gratings to give air between decks? 
Every fhip has gratings, and moil: have air ports, but there are 

lome lhips, whofe conil:ruCtions do not admit of air ports in the 
ufual manner, and different contrivances are made ufe of to con­
vey air otherwife-fome of thefe contrivances I have heard of, 
hut not feen them-I have [een fcattIes cut out on different parts 
of the decks, to give a free expanfion of air, wh(lol"e a free circula­
tion could not be procured. 

While the flavelhips lay on the caaft of Angola, or are 011 the 
Middle Pa1fage, is the weather fo bad that the Slaves cannot come 
upon deck.? 

In rainy weather, even when it is nGt cold, and when the Slaves 
would willi to be upon deck, we think it unfafe to let them come 
up. unlefs the rain is fo light that it does not penetrate thr-ough 
the awnings-there are cold fogs and dews, which make it ne­
celliuy fometimes to keep the Slaves below; but they are 'com­
monly fo fenfible of the cold. that refuaint is not necdrary to keep 
them .below. 

Are the Slaves more fufceptible of cold than Europeans? 
I believe they are, unlefs the Europeans were deprived of the 

ufe of doaths, in which cafe the 'Slaves would bear the cold 
belter. 

Do the Slaves often .complain of heat on ·board the iliip I? 
They feldom complain of heat while the air is fweet-they are 

accuil:omed to heat, and find very few inconveniencies from it. 

Do the Slaves ,bear the heat bet·ween the docks better than the 
Europeans? 

They complain often of cold, when between the decks, which 
is a proof they can .bear heat better than the White People­
they can often fleep expofed to the heat of the fun without find­
ing any inconvenience from it. 

Is the ,climate upon the Coaft of Angola healthy, or other­
wife? 

It is generally confidered healt;hy; but the changes of the fea­
fon affeCt the Natives as well as the Europeans. 

Is 



Is the rainy feafon there prejudicial to health?' . 
I apprehend the rainy feafon is not prejudicial to heal th, If the 

people a.r
e 

not too much cxpofcd to it, bU,t the change of the 
!eaioo, trom wet to dry, or from dry to w.:t, iee'U to have the fame 
effeCt on the human confti tut ion, as the fprin g and fall in this 
country-I have myfelf had violent ilJnef1es in that conntry, but, 

1 never loft many of my Slaves or Seamen . 

A re not the Slaves ~nd Free People accuftomed to fleep very 

warm, and in cQ-'lfi ned huts? They are generally accllftomed to have fire in the fpace where 
they lie, to ferve the double purpofe of keeping them warm and 
fmok ing away the mufquitoes - as far as I have known, they 
ufually lie without any thing elfe between them and the earth. 
than a thin mat-~heir huts, or what may be called their houfes. 
are ufl1ally very fmall and confined.-fome that h ave no houfes 
often lie under (heds-the principal people of the country have 

better hon [es. 

tn thofe {hees, do many lie together? 
It is a C\lftom with the Africans to lay clofe together, in Cuch 

a manner that one does not breath into the other's face-this 
is alro a very common cuftom amongft the Slaves on board the 

{hips. 
After a veifel has fairl y left the Coaft, is the we:tther ufually fair 

and pleafant, on the Middle Palfage ? ' 
That entirely depends on the fearon of the year, from whatever 

part of the Coaft the !hip comes-but in general the palf.\ges 

from Angola are Cafe and fUfe. 

G ive an accou.nt t? the ~ommittee of the mortality of the Slaves 
on board the !hIpS 111 whIch you failed fr om Angola to the Weft 

In the ' fl1ips in which I have failed to and from Anoola the Indies? 

mortality among the {hip's company and Slaves has been ~er/ mo-

derate. 

Whic? was the firft 1l1ip you failed in from Angola? 
I n;aoe two .voyages as Second and Chief Mate; one in the lbip 

Ar,neha, of Br.lftol, Thomas Duncan, Mafter; and the other in the 

!hlp Polly, with tMe fame Mafier. 
In 
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In the !hip Polly, how many Slaves were purchafed. and how 
many died in the voyage? 

As well as I can remember, we purchafed fomething under SOQ 

Slaves-the mortality, I believe, was very fmall; as I do not recol­
lect there was any particular diford~r among the Slaves, and the 
average price of them was very high.-This voyage. I think, was 
"Concluded in 177'1.. ' 

What was the tonnage of this veff'el ? 
I cannot fay any thing of her tonnage. 

• 
Was you Mafter of the !hip Catharine in 1772 ? 
I was. 

Pid 1he fail to Angola? 
She d.id-fhe went to l\4elimba. 

What was her tonnage? 
l believe her tonnage was about 140 tons, according to her re­

~itl:ry-She had good accommodations for 300 Slaves, or up­
wards.-I purchafed upwards of eighty Slaves the firft voyage, and 
upwards of 300 the fecond.-I,foLd the .C\lrgo, the firll voyage, at 
Carolina-the fecond ~argo the Americans WQuld not fuffer me to 
I.and there.-J was obligec:l to return with them to ~he Weft Indies, 
with ·the lhip in a diftreffed condition, being nearly foundered at 
{ea. 

How many Slav~s did you leaY'e on the coaft r 
In the .firft voyage I loft about eigh.t; and in the fecond, I be­

J.ieve~ two OJ' tIu.ee; but I fpeak from re~ollea:ion. 

How many did you lofe on the voyage? 
In the firft voyage .ther.nor~ality was very moderate,. as well as I can. 

recolleCt-aDd the mortality of the fecond voyage was trifling, till 
t}le difirefs at fea obliged ~ to pump~ and hoift the water out of the 
1h~-canpot 1jleak as to .the numbers of the mortality. 

Do you recollect the nUJll~er of the crew you had on board, and 
..the number that died on the Coaft and on the Middle Paffage ? 

.on the firft voyage, to th,e bell of llJY recE>llection, I loft one 
feaman on the Middle Paffage, and a boy the day we arrived at 
·Charles Town, South Carolina-On the fecond voyage, the mor­
tality, as near as I can recollefr~ on the Coaft and Middle P:lff'age. 
was three or four. . 

J In. 
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In what manner are Slaves managed on board the {hips engaged 

in the Bonny Trade, before they leave the River Bonny, and what 
din<:f

encc 
is there between the management of the Slaves purchafed 

there, and thofe pu rchafed at Angola? 
With refpeCt to proviflOl1S,. the only difference of management 

is from their bein' chidl. y fed on their own country provifions at 
Bonny. and the n~cdlity of keeping them under ftriCler confine~ 
ment, as they are more vicious than the Angola Slaves, and we are 
more obliged to guard againfl: in[urreClions and defertions with 

them. 
Are the {hips failing from England provided with the fame fort 

of food as thofe going from Angola ? 
They are generally pr0vided with beans, fometimes with rice, 

flollr, bread, and beef, but never in fo large a quantity, as they have 
commonly one meal or more of yams a day given them on the 

Coan and on the Middle Palrage. 

Tn what refpeCts does the treatment of the Slaves purchafed 
at Bonny and Calabar differ from the treatment of thofe purchafed 

In the care of them, the time and manner of ferving their pro-at Angola? 

viflOns ; there is very little difference, but what proceeds from the 
different forts of proviflons, and in the manner of dreffing and 

!i::rving them. 

Can you ftate what thofe differences are? 
III refpeCt to the beans and rice there is no difference.-'rhe 

yams are boiled, and {hared out to them.-Tht.y are mdTed in the 
(arne manner exaCtly as they are at Angola, or any other part of 

the Coaft, as far as I know. . 

Do the Slaves, !hipped at Bonny and Ca1abar, !hew reluCtance 

at being carried off the Coall ? 
They {hew m.or.e reluClance than the Angola Slaves.-They are 

too often of Op\l1lOl1 that the \rvhite Men intend to eat them.­
The rea fan I give of [uch apprehenfion is, that it is cuftomary for 
them to eat one another in their own country. 

Have they any objeCtion to the food given them on board the 

fuips? ~hey general1y: ea~ beans a.nd rice with reluCtance, always pre-
fcrnng yams, whtch 1S the u1ual food of their country. 

Have 
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Have you any rea[on to [uppo[e that they are ill treated in their 
own country? 

If many of them, being half ftarved when brought down from 
the country, is a proof of ill treatment, they are ; and they like· 
wife complain of want of provifions, and other hard treatment in 
the country.-As the people of Bonny and Calabar don ot [uffer 
'he mafter of the fhip, or any other officers, to go up the rivers, or 
penetrate into the country, we can have but little kilowledge of 
what pa{fes among them. 

When do the fhips, trading to Bonny and Calabar, provide 
themfelves with water for the Middle Pa{fage ? 

The [hips trading to Bonny can water at three or four different 
places; but they generally take their water at Bonny.-At Ca­
labar, there are two watering places.-Ships water indifferently at 
either, according to the [ealun, or their opinion of the water di­
reCt them. 

Do ve{fels, trading to Bonny and Calabar, call at the i1land of 
St. Thomas, and for what? 

Some veffels ca1l at the ifland of St. Thomas 'for refrefhments, 
but I never did myfelf. 

Do yon recolleCt the mortality on board the Alexander, of 
which you was mafter, in her voyage to Calabar, in 1776 ? 

I do not recolleCt it exaCtly; but it was very moderate. 

Do you recolleCt the mortality on board the Valiant, of which 
yOll was mafter, in 1777? 

The mortality was coniiderable-it exceeded one hundred, 
which was occafione'd by the meafles being communicated to our 
Slaves from a Frenchman, who came from Whydah, and itopt at 
the i£1and of Annabona for refre111ment, and where we were for 
the fame purpofe. 

- How many Slaves had you on board? 
I cannot fay, but I believe about 500. 

What was the mortality on boaTd the Tartar, of which you was 
commander to the Windward and Gold Coall: ? 

As near as I can recolleCt, it did not exceed three out of from 
270 to ~!!~o-My crew in that voyage confifl:ed of fixty per[ons­
two of them, that were foreigners, died onthe Gold Coall:, and one 
man was drowned on the Windward Coaft; and, I believe, I car­
ried alL the reft in ~oodhea1th to Jamaica. 

Of 

• 



Of what burthen was the Tartar? 
I cannot ['Iy precifely, but I believe {he was fro m 140 to 100 

tons- { was taken in the (hip, and all my papers lofl:, and of cour{e 
have no documents to go by, ei ther in thi s or former voyages . 

Vlas the tonnage you mentioned, by regiil:er or meafurement ? 
I {poke only by guefs. 

Do y6u recolleCt what the mortality was on board the Em ilia, 
of wh ich you was commander in the year 17~ 3 ? 

The mort.llity. was ve ry flllaJl-I do not know .the number. 

Where ,did YOll begin your purchafe ? 
On the Windward Coafl:. 

Giv.e an acc(!;unt of you.r voyage, and the Slav.es you pllrcha[ed ? 
Afte r purchafing ten or twelve Slaves on the Windward Coail:. 

I was drove off from the coafl: by a French man of war-the {hip 
heing leaky, from the damage {he received by the enemy's fhot , I 
proceeded for Saint Pau I de Loando; but on the paflage the prin , 
cipal leak cealing to admit water in fuch great quantities, I fl:opped 
at the river Ambris, where I purchafed from 140 to ISO Slaves­
I tben returned to the Windward Coafl:, where I fini{hed my pur­
chafe-as near as I can recolleCt, I had an equal quantity of An­
gola and W.indward Coafl: Slaves; hut tbe realon 1 do not recollect 
fo accurately as I could Wial, is, that I have brought no papers, 
coming to town on my private bufinefs, and not expeCting to be 
called upon to fpeak to the pre.fent bufinefs. 

How long were you on the coafl: in the laft mentioned voyage? 
I believe It migllt be from eight or nine months. 

Give an account of the mortality of die Slaves and crew in the 
fuur voyages you have fince made in the fame fllip.to Bonny? 

The firfl: three voyages which I made in Bonny River, r was 
-from fix weeks to .two month{; in the river each time.-The lall: 
I went there, about f~ur months., having Furchafed about J 50 
Slaves, whIch I Cent off m a tender.-In the firfl: voyage, I bought 
490 Slaves, an,d 'Iof!: 50.-1 [old the rema1o?er at Dominica-part 
of the ~ortality was occ~fioned ,by the {hip getting on {hon~ en 
the bar 10 com1l1g out, whIch obliged us to filut the air ports­
this was acknowledged by fuch of the underwriters that were ap­
plied to-they were willing to pay a part of the 10{s; but as there 
.was no pn:cedent to regulate it by, the owntts drop,ped their 

claim 
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claim-the mQrtality of the crew was inconfiderable-they were 
feldom employed from the 1hip, and not expofed to the incle­
mency of the weather, the 1hip being always covered in the Bonny 
River with mats, which 1heltered the crew from the rains and the 
dew, 

• In the fecondQf thefe voyages, how many did YOli purchafe ? 
I pmchafed about 420-1oft on the palfage to Jamaica and ttl 

the waft upwards of thirty.-My crew was from forty to forty­
four-and loft, I believe, four on the coaft and on~the palfage. 

In the third voyage, how many did you purchafe ? 
Upwards of foo-fold them at Grenada-loft about forty-crew 

<;onfifted of upwards of forty, and loft about four-but my memory 
does not furni1h me as to this particular. 

In the fourth voyage, how many Slaves did YOIl purchafe ? 
I purchafed about 57o-fentoff in a tender ISO of them to the 

ifland of Saint Thomas, in the Weft Indies--the remainder of the 
<:argo I carried to Saint Chriftophers-the mortality, as I have bee'n 
informed, on board the tender, was five-110ft upwards of twenty 
in the !hip before !he got to St. Chriflophers, on the ~oaft and ill 
the palfage-during the time we lay in Balfeterre Road, an epide­
mical diforder, which prevailed all over theilland, affected thoCe 
Slaves, and we loft very near twenty more before they were fold-the 
crew of the 1hip confifted oHorty-four or forty-five-the mortality 
was,three or four-but cannot fpeak pofitively-none were loft of 
the crew of the tender, except one man by accident. 

And then the CounCe! and Witnefs were directed to 
witluiraw. 

Mercurii, 3° die Februarii 1790. 

" 

COunfe] and WitneCs called in as before i and the CounCe! pro- Mr. FRASER, 
ceeded further in his Examination. 

. In your laft voyage to Jamaica, was there any further mortality 
among the Slaves than you have already fiated to the com­
mittee ? 

K The 



The mortality on the Coaft and Middle Pa/fage, in Kingfton 
Harbour, and on {hare, previous to their being fold, exceeded 
Ioo-before the day of fale came on, the hurricane drove moil: 
of the !hips on !hore-I loil: my foremail: and bowfprit by ~nother 
{hi~ getting athwart ours-the N egroes were ~ery mudl dIll:re/fed 
dUrIng the bad weather-there was a fcarcJty of water, and ~ 
total want of coulltry provifions, being all deil:royed by the 
hurricane-the Slaves were advertifed for fale at two different 
times, without any purchafers appearing-our il:ock of yams was 
expended-the)! were but indifferently fed, and very badly lodged 
on !hore ; moil: of the Qleds or places proper for them, being 
deil:royed by the hurricane-.the di.forder, to which they are ufually 
fubjeCt in their own country, and the fever that then raged ill 
KingHon,. broke out amongfl: them-thefe are the caufes which 
I affign for the extraordinary mortality. 

How many died after the arrival of the !hip at Kingfion ? 
The number might be from 60 to 70; but I cannot fpeak pre­

cifely to the exaCt number. 

You have fiated, that greater refiraints are neceffary for the 
Slaves purchafed at Bonny, than for thofe pu.rchafed at Angola; 
what -additional precautions are taken for thofe that come from 
Bonny? 

It is neceffary to fecure the Bonny Slaves (the Brafs Pan men 
excepted) in the manner in which the Windward and Gold 
Coafi Slaves are fecured-the full grown men are chained, 'two 
and two, with leg-irons and handcuffs-when their number is 
large, and any of the failors abfent from the !hip, or the captain 
on {hore, it is al~a~s j~dge~ necefI"ary, for the fafety of the thip, 
to confine them-It IS IIkewl[e necelfary fo to do when the failors 
are fickly, and not able to keep watch over them. 

Are they confined in that manner, and at other times, durinO' 
the whole voyage? 0 

As foon as the thip is out of fight of land I ufually took away 
their handcuffs, and foon after their leg-irons-I never had the 
Slaves in irons during Middle Pafrage, not even from the Gold 
and Windward Coafi, excepting a few offenders, that were troll. 
blefome in the iliip, and endeavouring to perfuade the Slaves t<l 
dearoy the W hite Men. . 

During the courfe of the voyage, were the Slaves and the White 
Men plentifully fupplied with viCluals and water? 

I alway. 
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I always had pl~nty of provifions and water on bo~rd the !hips 
I commanded; but not always the fort 0f provilions they liked 
beft-I arrived once in the Weft Indies rather iliort of provifions ; 
but on that paifage neither tlK Slaves nor the failors were put t@ 
lhort allowance. . . 

Is the crew of a Guineaman mixed of landiinen and feamen, 
and in what proportion? 

Before the laft war there were more landfmen carried in Gui­
neamen than have been fince-I never knew ther<; was any exaCt 
proportion of feamen or landfmen-I never failed in a Guineaman, 
in which there was not fame landfmen-But fin.ce the laft p.eace. 
there are fo many half feamen, as they are called, that are feldom 
received into any other trade, who are car~ied in Guineamen-I 
have taken of that defcription inftead of landfmen myfelf fre­
quently-By a landfman, I mean a perfon who has never before 
been to fea-By a half feaman I mean a man who has not been 
regularly bred, or long enough to fea to know his bufinefs. 

Do you recolleCt what number of landfmen, half feamen. and 
able feamell. you have had on board your iliip. in anyone of the 
before-mentioned voyages? 

I recolleCt one voyage in particular, which was in the Alexan­
der, where, out of thirty-nine perfons I had not above fix able 
[eamen-about fifteen half feamen, the remainder being officers 
and landfmen-the officers might be about ten. 

Do you recolleCt the numbers in any other of your voyages? 
I remember one voyage in the Catharine, when I had fourteen 

able feamen-Another, which was in the Tartar, when I had about 
fixteen or eighteen able feamen-When I fpoke of the Alexander, 
it was in the time of peace-of the Tartar, in time of war-of 
the Catharine, in time of peace. 

Js it cuftomary, at Briftol, to pay any part of the wages of the 
crew in currency or fterling money. 

It has been the cuftom at Brifiol to pay an advance, from one 
to three months wages, in fierling money, before f<liling from 
Briftol-when the Slaves are fold in the Weft Indies, the wages 
for half the time that has elapfed £ince failing from Briftol is paid 
in currency of the Weft Indies, where the Slaves are fold. 

In the courfe of the voyage is an attention paid to the health of 
the feamen. 

I have 
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I I have paid every r,eceifary attention to the, health a~d fafety of 
every individu;11 that was on board my 111Ip-t,he iurgcon has 
alwavs a medicinal chen., fuch as I have defcnbed 111 a former part 
of my e,xamination-he is always at liberty to give, the fick, wine, 
{reill p,'ovilioIlS, and every otl~c r refreil?men t t?at lS on board the 
lhip- I h:lI'e always made thell' refpecbve mefimates gIve every a!­
tendanc~ and affiftance to thofe who were unwell. 

.In general, in the iliips in which you have [,1ilecl, have the feamen 
i n the voyage been treated with humanity and tendernefb ? 

It was my with and orders that tbey lhould be fo treated, 

Do the landfmen fufFer more from ficknefs than the able fea­
men during thefe voyages? 

Landfmcn, when grown up, are lefs fit to bear the change of 
climate than feamell and young lads. 

Do young lads fuffer more than feam en ? 
I can not an{wer that queftion precifely-there are too many of 

.the feamen that come difeafed on board our iliips. 

Is it ufual to difcharge any part of the crew 111 the Weft 
I ndies? 

It is never allowed, but by the authori ty of a principal magif­
trate, who muft indemnify tbe mafier of the iliip, who has pre­
viouily 'given a bond at the fecretary's office, in the penalty of 
15001. if he leaves any of his crew to difirefs the country-the 
the factor alfo figns another bond for the fame amou nt-it is very 
often the cuftom for fome of the crew to apply to attornies at 

, law, to ob tain their difcharge; and the vice-prefiden t of the ad-
miralty, on the requefl: being made, ufually iffues an order to the 
captai n to comply with it-fuch men fo difchargecl are often a 
burthen to the country, and often contract ficknefs from their 
intemperance, and want of employment. 

Are the feamen oftener difcharged at their own req uefi than by 
the direction of the mafier of the ili ip ? 

They are only c1ifcharged in the manner before mentioned, or 
by mutual confent-no feaman or lanclman being obliged to re­
ceive their difcharge before the conclUllon of the voyage. 

Is it for the intereft of the owners, that the feamen iliould be 
difcharged in the Weft Indies? 

1 believe it is not for the intereft of the owners or that of the 
crew 
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crew that the commander lhould be ever allowed to difcharge. a 
man ofthem in the country. 

Why woald it not be for the intereft of the owners? 
Becaufe, if the m'after difcharges one man, he is obliged to grant 

·a difcharge to every other man that applies for it.-I have always 
• underftood this to be the cuO:om on board a merchantman, and the 

tailors generally avail themfelves of it; for which reaCon, if any of­
fender, feaman or landfman, wilh for his diCcharge, to remain in the 
.country, I always made him get the conCent of all the reO: of the 
lhip's company under their hand-writing. ' 

Do you recollect how many you may have difcharged yourfelf, 
i,n anyone of your voyages? -

I recollect, the laO: voyage that I was ill Jamaica, the failors be­
came very quarre!1ome among themfelves, and I diCcharged from 
12 to 14. healthy people, who went in Liverpool (hips that failed 
foon after the hurricane was over-l was then-liable to a profecu­
tion, if any of them had remained on fbore-I diCcharg.ed them con­
ditionally, that if they were not !hipped on board of other velfds, 
I would take them on board again upon their changing their names, 
a cuftom very common among feafaring people. 

Have you generally difcharged any of your crew in your 
other voyages ? 

Not unlefs compelled to do fo, by the authority of a magiO:rate, 
or an officer in His MajeO:y's navy. 

Is it a common thing fQr the feamen that have .been at fea in a 
certain £hip to {ail again in the fame lhip? 

Spme of the feamen that returned to me (when they could) 
offered to fray on fhore till the !hip failed again, and were in­
clined to engage again with me, and waited for me when they 
could have got other employment in the interval-fame feamen 
have Wled three times with me-fome ordinary [eamen as often, 
and a few. failed with me four voyages. 

Do you. know Mr. Alexander Falconbridge? 
Yes-he {ailed two vQyage.s, and a part of a third with me­

the lhip was captuted in courfe of one of the voyages. 

Where were tlwf~ V...oy3gcs to ? 
'Fhe part of the: tIJ1t: • .in which I was taken, was to the Willd-

L ward 
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ward Coaft-one to the ,\:Vindw:lrJ CoaG: and Angola~and one te 
Bonny. 

Did yOll ever enquire of the Slaves you purchafed at Bonny, in 
·that voyage, how they came to be fuch-did any of them 'tell 
you they had bee n hd llapped ? . 

. A few of them in formed me, that they were taken forcIbly, r 

or by (urprize-many of them acknowledged they were Slaves ill 
their own country- but the little knowledge 1 had of the language 
doe; not enable me to ·afcertain the number that were · born Slaves, 

.or made fuch. • 

"Vhat do yon mean bJ' being taken forcibly, or by fur­
priz(! ? 

I mean, in the manner in which I defcribed the Angola 
wars. 

Did Mr. Falconbridge fpeak the langu~ge of the rountry? 
He always declared to me he underfiood but little of it. 

In any of the voyages in which Mr. Falconbridge was in your 
{hi p, do you recollect the circumllance of a man .invited to look 
at the {hip, and being brought on board and fold? 

Not underftandjng the language, I cannot faywhethf:r any fuch 
man was invited or not-l recollect the circumllance of a man 
being brought along-fide the {hip, and delivered to me. who, I 
believe, -did not know that he was gQi~g to be .fold. 

Do you recollect -a fHherman. at the -River Ambris, charged 
fal(ely with extortion by a magifirate, and fold for his henefit? 

1 recollect, on one day when ,1 went on {hore, early in the 
forenoon, the king's principal officer·s ·came to the 'beach, to ft:ttle 
fomething with me about the price of Slaves-there was a filher­
man, who' was accuki:d of having aiked more for his f]{h than he 
ought to do-in. the afternoon, after I left the {bore, there was 
a fignal for me to return with the boat, and this man was deli~ 
vered to me and fold-I was the only perfon in the {hip that 
underfiood 'a word 'of -the language of the natives; all they told 
me about the man was, that ht: was a great rogue-and the 'Prin­
cipal officers, and the king's peoplil, were all prefent when the 
goods were paid for him-thefe officers, as near as I can make a 
comparifon, may be confidered as the miniil:er of bltnoe and 
the miniftt:r of tlte war department-their . titleli as {. gJtderftand 

,implyi,?g that defcription. • • 
:Haov:c 
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Have you any,eafon to 'believe that the fif11ermanhad been 
falfely charged with that crime? 

I know nothing at all of his gtlilt-l Qbferved myfelf, that he 
behaved very infolent; and I heard him accufed of aiking for his 
filh more than the cuftomary price, or w,hat was judged an equi­
table price. 

At Bonny, do fmall parties, from'five to ten, make a practice of 
"kidnapping and bringing Slaves to the Black people's houfes ? 

I do not know Gf any fuch praaice~I , believe ,it is imprac­
:ticable. 

Of the number .ofSlaves you purcha[ed at the River Ambris.. 
have you any rea[on to fuppofe ,that ~he greater ,part, if not the 
.whole, were kidnapped? • 

,Fmm my,own knowledge, while I was in hea.lth, and the re­
port of my officers during my llcknefs, I judged that twice the 
number of Slaves were returned to the country more than I pur­
:cha.fed-.for the reafons 1. have beforegiven-cif they were kid­
'Ilapped, it isreafonable ~ to fuppofe a ,.trader would have fold 
them at any price, rather than carry them back, which would 
,expofe him to a difcovery • 

• Do you know of any other crime that the filherman was charged 
·with, befides extortion? ' 

Not that I know of- they were not obliged to tell if there 
·was. 

Have'you any reaTowto Tuppofe, that the Slave, \,,;ho was 'brought 
,along-fide your iliipat B.onny.., was not ,the ,property of thore 
who fold him? 

It was well known ·to a number of traders, that he was fold 
to me- he was put on board in a puhlic manner, between ten and 
,-twelve o'dock in ,.the .day-as to the right of the perron to fell 
him, I had no right to qudl:ion it; fuch a circumftance might have 

:froppcd my trade with that man who fold me the Slave. ,. 

'Was you ever required to .deliver him up again? 
I never was applied to for that purpofe. 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

":'Wheny.ou.arrived at the River Ambris, whenMr F;l1conbricli?ie­
w?-s 
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was with you, was not your's the firft {hip that had been flaving on 
that coaft for feveral years? .. . 

The natives told me I was, WIth whIch I acquamted my 
offi eel's. 

Had not the [hip been [everal weeks on the coaft before any Slaves 
were offered for fale ? 

She was not. 

How long was ale on the coaft ? 
I cannot exaCtly fpeak to the time-I purchafed at different 

times a few Slaves from the towns on the fea coaft-the Slaves in 
that country, when no a1ip lays there, are fent to St. Paul de 
Loando or to Cabenda-every time I traded at the River Ambris, 
if there was no veffel there before me, it was fome time be­
fore the Slaves from the interior part of the country were brought 
down. 

Did you ever know an inflance of a Slave being reclaimed 
by the government of the cOlIntry, as having been improperly 
fold? 

Not as I recolleCt, at tbe River Ambris-but I have known 
inftances of it at Melimba-in {uch cafes there was always a 
Slave' offered me for the perfon reclaimed, which I always ac­
cepted. 

Do the captains ever enquire refpeCting the right which 
thofe perfons who offer Negroes for fale have to difpofe of 
them? 

I believe they [eldom or never do-I ·believe every captain would 
be conlidered as a fool by any trading man to whom he puts 
fuch a qUe£hon. 

Ha\'e not the Slaves in general a great averfion to horfe beans, 
except the G uld Coafl Slaves? 

No-the Slaves purcha[ed at Cabenda and Melimba always eat 
beans, when mixed with rice, with much fatisfaCtion-the Dutch 
boil their beans whole, with a good deal of water-they generally 
firam the water from them, and after they havefrrained the water 
()ff, the Slaves eat the beans firfl, and drink that water, which is of 
the conliftency of water gruel-the country about the Ambris pro­
duces a great deal of calavances-the Slaves we purchafed there 
are fonder of calavances, Indian corn, and cafTada, than of any 
other food-they are not very fond of beans, but they like them 
well enough when mixed with rice and ftock fiih. 

Have 
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. .Have you not.foHnd it necetfary to ufe force to -compel ' the nC4 

groes to take their food? 
I have always ufed perfuafions-force is always ineffectual. 

"Have you not you-r[elf held hot coals to a negro, threatening 
.to force him to fwallow them, if he perfifled in refufing to eat ? 
• J have not; .and I defy any body to prove that I did. 

Did you ·never order Juch a thing to be done? 
-Being fick in my cabin, the chief mate and [urge-on, at different 

,times informed me, that there was a man upon the,main deck, that 
would neither eat, drink, or fpeak-I defired them to ufe every 
means in their power to perfuade him to [peak, and affign reafons 
for hi~ filence- I defired them t6 make fome of the o.ther Slaves 
.endeavour to make him fpeak-when I was informed he frill re­
mained obfiinate, and not knowing wheth'er it was fulkinefs or 
inlanity, J ordered the chief mat.:, or .[urgeon, ·or both, to pre­
fent him with a piece of fire in one hand and a piece of yam ill 
the other, and to let me know what effect that ,had upon him-it 
was reported to me, that he took the yam and eat it, and threw the 
fire overboard-this man was afterwards fhewn to me when I was 
'fecovered, with a frock and a pair of trowfers, which he had re­
,ceived from [orne of the failors for wafhing and mending their 
cklaths- this man was [old afterwards for upwards of 40£, at 
-Grenada. 

Have yOLt 'never ufed force of 'any -other kifld, ·or threats, to 
compel-the Negroes to take their food? 

1 have fometimes threateRed them when th.ey were fulky, and 
would not eat their provifions; namely, that they ihould have 
no yams if they did not eat their beans,-I have fometimes found 
.it neceifary to punifh, or ca-ufeto be punifhed !lightly, fome of 
the Slaves for.different offences.- Mr. Falconbridge was employed 
feveral times to do that with his own hands-He never faid, he 
thought what r ordered him to do was unreafonable, or did it in . 
f~ch a manner .as to {hew that he thought the puni!l1ment was 
undeferved.-My rea[on for ordering Mr. Fakonbridge to do 
this was, that I judged him a more proper perfon than any body 
e1fe, becaule i.n .generalhe was attentive 10 the Siaves.-I would 
likewife fay, that myfcl f, Mr. Faiconbridge, and the chief mate, 
have often been provoked to pun in1 Slaves iJightly \vithout any 
great caufe-their peevifhnefs, perver(ene(s, and obfiinacy coun­
,t~'ailing molt of my endeavonrs to keep ~hem comfort:lble, and 
:relieve them in their. iea fickllefs, and ill other cpmph,ints; :lnd I 

M h~e 



have, with my own hands, punifhed failors for maltreating the 
Negroes. 

Do you recolleCt a number of women th,rowing t~emfelves 
overboard, juft as you was about to leave the nver Ambns ? 

I was then very lick in my cabin, but I perfeCtly recolleCt that. 
from the negleCt of locking the gun port gratings. a number of , 
women got out, and attempted to fwim on {hore; among that num­
ber there were three women from the King's Town, at Ambris.­
I believe they were all taken up again, and brought on board.­
The {hip was then about a mile from the {hore.-I recollect that 
one of t~ Black Traders in that co~ntry .was fllfpe~ed of having 
induced hefe women to leave the {hIP, thiS man havwg come on 
board lat in the night, contrary to the cuftom of the country. 
on fome pretended bulinefs. 

Is it not ufual for precautions to be taken, in all Slave fhips, to 
prevent the Negroes from jumping overboard? 

On the coaft of Angola, I never knew any precautions ufed to 
that effeCt.-In the river Bonny and elfewhere, where the £hips 

, lay near the {hore, precautions are ufed to prevent it.-The 
women and boys are never confined. 

Do you recollect a young female Slave, who, declining in her 
'health on being brought on board the {hip, was fent on {hore for 
recovery, and there hanged herfelf? 

My cuftom, in the Bonny river, was to fend the complaining 
Slaves on {hore, when there was but few-and, if their diforder 
required the afliftance of a furgeon, I always fent the furgeon on 
ihore to fee them-when they recovered, they were brought on 
board-when they died, they were brought alonglide to fatisfy 
us they were not ftolen from us-the female, fuppofed to be in 
quefrion, after fuffering much from fea ficknefs, and feeming to 
pine and wafte, was fent on {hore, and left in charge of one of 
her own country:women-!..-I was informed {he hanged herfelf­
all that I know is, {he was brought alongfide the ihip when dead 
-this woman was an Ebo Slave, from the interior country. 

Did you ever underftand that it was frequent with the Slaves of 
that country to hang themfelves ? 

I did not. 

Had the great men of. the. country o~ Angola a right, by their 
own .cuftoms. to fell thell" fnends, relatIOns, or families? 

I never 
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'I never knew the perron who daimed a right to di(pute it with 
them. . 

You have fiated. that pawns are often carried off the coaft, and 
fold, when the4r friends were too poor to redeem them; by whom 
is it underfrood that [uch perfons were pawned? 

• I underftand, it was done by perfons who had a right to pawn 
or to fell-l muft have underf!:ood it in this fenfe, becaufe r have 
paid the price of a Slave for. every [uch pawn-and fuch pawn not 
being redeemed. it was confidered as a purchafe. 

Do YOIl then underf!:and generally, that no perfans are put on 
board the !hips as pawns, but [uch as are liable to be fold by the 
cuftom of the country ? 

I am not fufficiently acquainted with the laws of the country to 
anfwer prl;Ci[ely that quef!:ion . 

YOIl have ftated. that perfons are [ometimes fold for crimes, but 
not fent out of the country j do you then know for what defcrip­
tion of crimes they are liable to be fold to the Europeans? 

The laws being often ·made for the occafion, it is impoffible for 
any man to tell. 

You have fiated, that on the windward coaf!: canoes are often 
overfet. and goods lof!:, how are the Slaves bl'Ought on board the 
fhips? . ' 

The Slaves, in general, are brought in canoes beyond the furf into 
the !hips boats j in fuch places that I have f!:ated the canoes being 
liable to be overfet, they are more liable to be over[et in going on 
1hore than in coming off-the people on {hare making their efforts 
to puih them clear off the furf. 

Are not the negroes confined in thofe canoes? 
I never knew an in fiance of it. 

What part of the {hip is allotted to the fick ? 
1: have fometimes allotted a part of the cabin for them-at 

other times part of the boys room; and in general, where they 
would be moft out of the way of the other Slaves, and be moft 
comfortable. 

Are the {hips never fo full as to prevent this arrangement from 
being attended to, witQout Inconvenience to the reft of the 
Slaves? 

That 
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That depends upon the num ber of the tick, and mall¥ o1her 

c;rcuml1:ances. 

'Whether the captain, in purchafing Slaves, is not direeted by 
his own judgment, without the controul of any other officer in 
the {hip? 

-Certainly • 

. Does it not frequently occur, that on the Middle Paffage, owing 
to bad weather, the air ports are obliged to be {hut, or the gratings 
to be covered, tir both? 

It is often neceffary to {hut the air ports, from tRe ·roughnefs f)f 
the fea, or from the rain coming in at the weather fide-but I 
never knew an inftance of the gratings being covered and the air 
ports {hut at the fame time, as in fuch a fituation the Sla.ves would 
be !lifted. . 

Is -it common for failorsbelonging to Guineamen to enter Off 
board the King's {hips upon their arrival in .the Weft India 
iilands? 

It has happened fo twice to myfelf. 

Is it, as you have heard and believed. a general praCtice with fuca 
failocs ? 

I do not, as to the practice being general; but I believe ther 
never would do it if they could compel the captain to difcharge 
the,tn. with liberty to goon {hore. 

Is it common for failors belonging to GuiJlcamen 10 defert in 
the Weft lndia illands through the temptation of having an ex­
traordinary fum of money for the run home.to Europe. on board 
merchant {hips? 

I have heard them often declare, before they left Bngland. that 
it was one of the reaCons for which .they endeavoured to have a 
higher advance of wages befure they embarked from Europe-by ., 
which means, and getting their half-pay in 1he "Vell: Indies, \'he 
ihip owing them very little they rleferted with a. ~-iew to :tb.e pay 
for the [:.Un home-and this is a common practice wb ... n iiI.~Nl 
a~e fl:arce, . and a high peice for Ith:! .run home to Eut'Dpe; '8 
g1ven. 

, You have !lated that the Bonny Slavos a'l'c kept oridar ~it\er 
gua;d, -booauCe .tl:Jey. ar.e .more .vicious, and the{cfor:e """' Cat!, is 
~bhged to be taken againfl: infurreaiolls and d.efeaioD.& ~ .~ dp 

yo III 
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you tbink are the cau[es which induce them to wilh either to 
rife or to defert ? 

The principal rea[on, in my opinion, is, that they are of opinion, 
that the White Men intend to eat them-the reafon they give for 
f uch fear is, that it is a cuftom in their own country? 

• Is that apprehenfion univerfal .? 
I believe.it is, except among the Brafs P:ln Slaves. 

Are thofe Bra[s Pan Slaves quiet and peaceable? 
They are generally [0 peaceable, that they are feldom confined in 

irons. 

Do you know enough of the countries to which you have 
traded, to fay in what the bulk of the people are commonly em­
ployed? 

I do not. 

And then the COHnfel and Witnefs were direCted to 
withdraw. 

Jovis, 4° die Februarii 179 0 • 

'COunfel and Witnefs called in, as before; and the Witnefs Was Mr. FR A S E R. 
further examined by Members of the Committee. 

Are you at this time concerned in the Slave Trade? 
I am at prefent unemployed, but !hall be [oon. 

V/hen an accufed perf on is conviCted on the trial by ordeal, or 
by any other mode, and is condemned to be fold, for whofe benefit 
is .he fold? or, if fined, who profits from the fine that is impofed 
.on him? 

The relations and family of the perfons fuppofed to be poifoned, 
according to my information and opinion; in moil: cafes, the DoCtor 
is paid, I believe, by both parties-but I think he al ways !hares in 
the fines; and I believe the King, and the principal officers ill the 
country, who profecute or protect the profecutions, have part of 
"the fine. 

In the cafe of one of the Princeffes IH11bandi, who is condemned 
N tQ 
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· to be fold into Slavery, for having been falfc:: to her, for whofe be­
nefit is the criminal fold? 

1 always undcrfiand that there is no medium in that caCe­
{he either makes him P3Y a fine, and perhaps difmiffes him, or 
puts him to death, if the chuf.:s.-In cates where he may have 
powerful friend s and relation s, he is fometimes treated with lefs 
leverity-this is the fubfiance of what I have learned and called<­
ed on this bufinefs.-I hdve known a man who has offered twenty 
Slaves to redeem himfelf from fuch bondage, and could Dot obtain 
his relea[e. 

Is not the criminal fometimes fold in thefe caCes ? 
I underfland {he has a clear right to fell him-but none was 

ever fold to me-my opinion is, that the princefs chufes rather to 
take a heavy fine than the price for which fuch criminal would be 
fold; in the cafe of putting the niminal to death, the princefs 
would find it difficult to reLOver as much of his effeCts as he and 
h is ff.iends would pay voluntarily by way of compantion. 

How are the Slaves commonly treated in that country? 
As far as my ,knowledge extends, I have feen the Slaves at meal 

times fitting round their mafier-fome have their caffada, fome:: an 
ear of Indian corn, or any other thing they could get-if the mafier 
was of a mild difpofition, and that he had any thing to fpare. he 
generally gave a little of what 'he had for hirnfelf, to his favourite 
Slaves, and fometimes to all that were about him-I have feldom 
.feen the men and women eat together, when their friends and do­
mefiics were prefent. 

Have you known many iliips loft on the coafi of Africa? 
I tave never feen an inftance of it myfelf that J recollect. but 

I have heard of loffes. 

Many ·or few? 
Very few. 

What quantity of water for any:giNen number of Slav.es did 10D 

think it necelfary to lay in for your .palfage from Angol~ Jrpm 
Bonny, and from .the Windward eoaft refpeCl:ively I 

If my memory does not deceive me, I ufually laid in '!from 60 
·' to 8.0 gallons a man; but I generally had a quarter of UlJ-ftock lift • 
. when 1 arrived .in the Weft Indies or America • 

.Do you ,know many .inftances of captains .hav~ hq$ IIlviaed. 
and 

..•. 
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"and having paid the penalty for leaving failors behind in the Weft: 
indies, according to the condition of the bond? 

My memory does not furni{h me with an inflance-I never had 
any law difputes with any of my people. 

You have ftated, that grafs cloths were the common money of 
- the country-does not that imply a habit of bartering with each 

other in a manufacture of the country? 
The grafs cloth palfes for money in that country, as brafs mo­

ney or fmall change does with us-l feldom have feen a fufficient 
quantity of it to purchafe a Slave-there is a i?;reat quantity of 
it defiroyed in wrapping up the dead-they wrap up the body 
with that and cloth of other forts to a very large fize-I have 
feen the people going with them in the {hape of a large cy­
linder. 

Do you mean to reprefent the grafs cloths as being no more 
convertible to ufe than brafs or c€lpper mQney, in other refpects 
than to exchange of fmall value? 

I have feen fome of them worn, but more for ornament than 
ufe-When the Majumba or Congo people come down to the fea 
coaft to buy fait, when there are no £hips on the rea coa11-, they 
fell a Slave or Slaves, according to the ·quantity they carry with 
them; and this grafs cloth is fometimes part of the paytnent-In 
this cafe I fpeak from information, but I believe it to be a fafr­
when the people from the interior part of the country co~e· to 
purchafe redwood at Majumba (they come from Congo, Selongo, 
Enfalo, and feveral other countries) they bring their Slaves to ex­
change for' that commodity, and they commonly travel in large 
numbers • 

. When the natives brought the filherman on board at Ambris, 
did not the perfons who brought him faying he was a great 
rogue, induce you to believe that he had been guilty of more 
crimes than the act of extortion? 
~ From the time that the king's principal officers fiaid on {here, 
after they had fini{hed their bufinefs with me, from the general 
equity of their proceedings on mofi other occafions, the notoriety 
of the matter and the manner in which they delivered him to me. 
with tM charaCter they gave of him, I believe they confidered 
him as a bad member of fociety-I believe that he was not a free­
man, and that by the laws of the country they had a right to fell 
him in cafe of offence-By offence, I mean an offence, againfi the 
Jaws of his country, or fhewing difrefpect to old people, or thofe 

in 
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in authority-I don't believe the filhermen in general on the ~ 
are free and independent. 

If the f:llnil y of the perron convicted of witchcraft were not 
to be fold, would they be put to death, or what would become of 
them? 

I believe, in many cafes, the friends of the profecutors have a c 

right to fell them, and avai l themre~ves of that ri~ht-fuch of the~ll 
as ar-: {Llppofed to have been accei1ary to the Cflme, I belIeve, . III 
lome cafes, are liable to be burnt-I bdievc fome part of the famIly. 
or the prOj.:erty tnat is confifcated, comes into the hands of tha 
King, or other perions who al1ill in bringing the mat ter to an ifiue. 

Vbcn a Slave that is offered for {ale is refllfed, wbt do you 
{upp0L(; kCOll1CS of him? 

The;. Ol1ilg Slaves, I believe, in general, are difpored of as I ha\'e 
,1nl\vercd buore, in refpect to the Bonny Slaves-I have reaion to 
believe, that a number. of the aged Slaves are criminals, or con ­
jldered as fuch- a circumfrance that happened at the River Am­
bris, as reported to me on my fecond voyage with Captain Dun­
combe, when I was in his long boat, makes me think that anum· 
be r of them are put to death-I had a Cabenda boy with me as 
a lingllifr, who informed me, one evening, that a Slave, who I 
would not purcha[e, was put to death in the following maaner­
the owner of this Slave, who came from the inland country, as I was 
informed , called the traders and 1ilhermen together under a large 
tree-he told them, ~hat the Slave, whom the white man would 
not buy, h2d run away from him feveral times in bis own coun. 
try- he accu{ed him of dilbonefiy-he declared, that by-the cufrom 
of that country, every man that met a runaway Slave was obLiged 
to bring him back to his mafier, tor which the mafrer was obliged 
to pay him- he {aid that this Slave run away three times Grom 
him-that he paid more for bringing him back than he was 
worth- that he derived no benefit from his labour-that het had of. 
fered him to a white man, who refufed to purchare him at tho 
price which he aiked-that he was determined to put him ID death, 
00 prevent the neceffity of paying any more for bringing him 
back, and as an example to the refi of his Slaves-the IDllIlur:of 
Ws death, as I was informed, was, his mafier began by cu.ttiftgl ctIf 
bis wrifis, then his arms at the elbows, and then the lI:u. iiIti. 
his ihoulders-he afterwards began with the ancles, MICr utb- Of 
the joints, and finilhed with cutting his head off-this VIOlS there.. 
lation of a perfon to me who hadno intere~in fahricatin a. faffi!:;. 
hood-he was a lad who 1erved me three di1fereno riirles ~ 

deceived 
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deceived me-from the treatment of this man to his S.lave, whom I 
did not fuppofe to be very criminal, I have no doubt but they have 
a right to put their own Slaves to death, confequently any ufelefs 
criminal or old Slave might be fuppofed to be liable to fuch 
treatment, or any arbitrary punifi1ment-the laft time I was 
Ilt Melimba. there were fome Romi!h Priefts eftabli!hed at a little 
.Town of Chelbngo, about two or three miles diftant from the 
fea !hare, fent by the King of France to endeavour to convert the 
people to the Chriftian religion, to perfuade them to confine them­
felves to one wife, and to reform the morals and cuftoms of the 
country-they had a credit from France, by virtu" of which every 
thip that fupplied them with neceffaries were reimburfed the 
value of their goods in France-the French and Dutch captains, 
and I myfelf, fupplied them with any thing they had occaGon 
for, during our refidence in that country, without charging them 
any thing for it...,....moft of them died before I left the country, 
and the reft of them as I am informed. foon after, without being 
able to effeCl: a fingle purpofe of their million-another inftance 
of the difpofal of the refufed Slaves is, I was trading at the River 
Ambris, in company with captain Lawfon, of Liverpool, on the 
evening of a day that he had purchafed a young female-l was 
on thore for the benefit of the air, with my }inguift, who con­
duded me to a fpot where fome of the countrymen were going 
to put a fucking child to death-I aiked them the reafon of it ; 
they told me it was of no value-I told them in that cafe I 
thould be obliged to them to make it a prefent to me-they an­
fwered, . if I had any ufe for the child it was worth money-I be­
lieve I firft offered them fome knives; but they fold the child to 
me for a jug of brandy-it proved to be the child of the woman 
purchafed by captain Lawfolh who thanked me for faving the 
child, and carried it on board-the woman went upon her knees 
and ki1fe.d my feet. 

To what caufe do you attribute the failure of the fucce[s of 
the Romi!h priefts ? ' 

Becaufe .heir propofals were contrary to the laws and cuftoms 
o( the country-moil: of the black people treated them with 
contempt. and Thunned them, notwithfhnding their efforts to 
conciliate them-the old king of Me1imba, when they propofed. 
to him to turn away all his wivGS but one, replied, that his wives 
were his property-that at his age he had no other ufe for a 
woman than for menial fervices-the moft of his women were 
mothers of feveral young men, whom he bad eftablilhed as 
traders in the country-that if he was inclined to t11rn away any • 
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Qfl1is wives, he' d'jd n~'t' k;ow which of them to' keep, theyheing' 
311 equaily faithful,topim-that as he had an equal regard for . 
all his [OIlS, he knew np rea(on why he fhould {hew <!. greater 
favour to the one than the, other, by keeping one woman and 
a.bandonin<7 all , the rell:7"tl1e French captains and the natives 
aifured me: this was' t1~e an[wer that the king gave the miffionaries, 
and they could make ~w:an[wcr in reply. ( 

Do you [UppDre that the field or plan,Wion Slaves are fed ana 
treated with tha. indulgence SIt Bonny and Angola as you have 
de[cribed the domeflic Slaves to be a.t Angol:! ? , 

I would willi to be rightly u'nd'erllood.-I did , not mean tD' fay 
that the domell:ic Slaves Dr foll owers were well fed.-They migllt 
be [0 if they were indull:rious-moll: parts of the cDuntry that I 
know being tolerably fertile,-but I never U1W aqy man working 
'at the ground,-that is the province of the women.---Seldom Of 

ever any per/on ,came to my factory who were not Bungry, and 
very glad to get .the worft provi(Ions I had to fpare.---By faying 
moll: parts of ,the country are fertile~ I do not mean that there are 
large tracts that might be ploughed' or plan,ted, but that there 
are here and there very fertile [pots, which would pr0l1uce calf ada, 
corn, and calavances.---On Iuch [pots they fil.C marks on poles, or 
otherwife, denouncing certain vengeance again'll: thieves.---Many 
of the people of the country take mote pains to fieal a ' mouthful ' 
than would be neceifary to procure a good meal by hol'1eft in-
dull:ry. .' 

Have you known any wars or lkirmiihes undertaken for , the : 
purpo[e of making Slaves? , 

J have been an eye witne[s to a mode,-of carrying on ~ar at ' 
Melimba,---While this fort of war lalled, I purchafed no lla.ves. ' 
nor do I believe aFlY other captai,n on Melimba Hill di'd'.-.:.-When 
this war was over, I did not pur .. ha[e a Slav~ whom I knew to 
be taken from either party .---There were then~· I believe. about 
fourteen fUiJ of ihips lying in Melimba l'oad. ' . . . 

, ' 

What was the occafion of that war? 
Difputes among the great mea of the countrr. 

be called places and preferments. ~ 
, " 

Were many capti..:es made during that war? 
I never faw on\:. ' ; , 

. . , '.' 
.. I .' I ' , 

Of what natIon were thofe fourteen fhips r 
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r believe there were ten French {hips, three Dutch {hips and . 

my OWI1.":""" There w·ere, to the beft of my recollec;tion, twenty-five 
French vefI't;ls upon what we qll (the coail: of Angola at that time. 

. . . ~ " 
Has the mortality of the Slaves, in any of your voyages, 

been occalioned by their being too much crowded? 
. ,In every voyage. that I made"gnd' in' e'very iliip in which I h<!ve 

c.ommanded, during [uch voyages, there was always more than· 
room enough for the Slaves, except the firft voyage which 1 made­
tp Bonny in the Emelia-I have already ftated the caufe of part 
ef the mortality of that voyage; the reft of the Slaves, to a very few, 
I carried fafe t'0 market. C 

. What are the diforde.rs incident to feamen on beard Guillea 
!hips ? 

Scurvy and fevers. 

'- Are the wages of the feamen at Brifi:0l greater in a,n African. 
'Voyage than any other? 

From the circumftance of the feamen we get at Briftol being in 
general inferior in capacity to what they are in -other ports, it is 
{e1dom that we are obliged to give them more wages than is given 
in the Weft India trade; but in general they have had five iliillings 
per month mGre, which I believe is not the cafe at prefent-but 
in this anfwer I only give my opinion, having been abfeLlt from 
this COUll try near twelve months. 

Have you ever been 'in France?· , 
I have been a prifoner of war in Niort, i.n the country of Poic­

tiers, for eight months-I have been in France {ince for my 
health, about ten months, and Feturned from it the latter end of laft 
Auguft. ' " ' 

Had you .an-apP9nurtity of obferving t;he increafe 9f the African 
trade there? 

J have been at. Bourdeaux, Nantz, St. Maloes, Havre de Grace, 
Harfleur and Rouen-I made every enquiry I could refpeCting the 
African trade.-Several French merchants, having all their own 
vefleJs and officers employed, made me propofitions to fit out from 
this country to purchafe Slaves, :under French colours, and carry 
them to St. Domingo-there were particular permiHions to be ob­
.tained, before the revolutions in France for t~is purpofe-I do not 
.know whether thefe permiffions are of any yfe at prefent-good 
Slavc;s in gwera11eJl at St. Domingo from £.60 to £.70 fterling 

-I have 
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-1 have' feen the account ,of fales of Slaves.-Such friends as I 
was acquainted with formerly on the coafl: of Africa, and who are 
now eftablilhed at Nantz, St. Maloes, and La Rochelle have offered 
me employment for myfelf, and as many of my officers and friends 
as l would recommend. 

Whether the African Slave Trade has not been extended veEy 
confiderably in France fince the idea of abolition has been takel'l 

-Up in England? 
I have been credibly informed it has-I know, from my own 

experience at llonny, it could be much further extended but for 
want of money-I have been told in France, and in this country, 
'that the merchants of Bourdeaux, and others concerned in that 
Trade, pay from eight to ten per cent. for money to carry it on­
there were 360 fail of veifels, whofe tonnage, on an average, was 
352 , employed in the African and Weft India Trade from Bour­
deaux-their cargoes in general are much richer than ours, having 
more cotton, indigo, and coffee. 

, Have the French employed in that Trade any Britilh men and 
fhips, that were deprived of employment here in' confequence of 
the refl:riCtions that have been impofed upon the Trade? 

I believe that from the number of lhips in this country which 
were laid up, as being made unprofitable by the late regulating 
aa, the idea that the trade was to be abolilhed, and the encou­
Tagements held forth by th~ French to the merchants of this 
~ountry, as well as the officers, feveral perfons have been em­
ployed in lhips that have been fold from this. country, and fitted 
out from France-I was informed at Rouen and Havre de Grace. 
as well as at Paris, that fome commanders from this country had 
obtained leave to tail three voyages in French lhips, and at the 
end of the third voyage they mufl: become citizens, to have that 
indulgence prolonged to them-I have been informed·, that was 
the expeaation of fuch an indulgence-finding it could not be 
prolonged without fulfilling the condition, fome of them chofe 
to become denizens, and others relinquilhed their employment­
In applying for a permiftion of this kind myfelf, I learned the 

... above parti.culars. 

Whether, if the Slave Trade was abo1ilhed here. it is probable 
that the French would carryon that Trade in a more extenfive 
manner than they do now? 

It is more than probable; it is generally underftood in France~ 
.that when the bouQties ceafe next Auguil:. other inducements 

aud 
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.and encouragements will be held forth to tho[e c0nce!,ned in the 
trade-I afked [everal of the mercnants of ihips at Bourdeaux .. . 
:N antz, and Saint Maloes, as well as other inhabitants of thofe and 
the -other towns before mentioned, aHd .fe-veral .of the ftockholders 
there, whether there was a probability of the trade -being abolifhed 
in France, who generally told me it would be very unfafe for any 
of the deputies to mention fuch a thing in the n~t'ional alTembly­
it was faid and believed, that the Ideputies from Nantz were 
threatened with the cOllfequence, if the~ , confented to fuch a fub­
jeCt _beinz difcuifed. 

-Whether you ,fuppofe the Dutch, Danes, and Portuguefe would 
:extend this trade if the Eritifh Nation were ,no longer to rival 
them? 

I believe it unnecelTary .. for the 'Portugue[e ,to extend it, as they 
poifefs a confiderable ,pa>-t aLit already-and moft .of that part ex­

,clufively-the Danes, fupported by government, have endeavoured, 
to my own knowledge, to e~tend their commerce from the Wind­
ward and Gold Coaft-I believ.e they already poifefs the means of 
,carrying it on to a greater advantll,ge than the ~ritiih Nation, if their 
'officers and men were equally acquainted with it-there is no reafon, 
in Illy opinion, tofuppofe that the Dutc-h win ever fo~egQ any com­
mercial advantage, of which they can lay hold-the people at 
Oftend have ihewn a difpofition to carryon every kind of trade 
that Afnica and .the Eaft Indies ,prefentto them-but 1 underftand 
,the ihips belonging to that place are ,the property" although not 
owned, of.the fubjetl:s of different ftates-the Danifh Weft India 
Iilands are .in part fupplied with Slaves, by AmerIcan veflels., 
purchafed on the Gold and Windward Coafl;, and _perh~ps elfe-. 
,where. 

Do you know of any encouragement given by the Spaniards to 
'promote the importation.ofNegroes into their COIOl"lies ? . 

It is well know that tne Spaniih Government 'have opened fome 
of their Ports for African [hips of all nations, and I have been in­
formed, .that -the Philippine .cem,pany haVe ., attempte<;l or are en­
deavouring to commence a trade of their ·own to Africa, wi th an io­
-tention to fupply South Ameri,ca with Slaves-I have been told 
that they are .defirous of getting fome of their officers employed 
in the Engliih or any other African (hips, to get previous ex­
perience. 

Whether the French have not deprived the BritiQ1 fl:lbjeCts of 
;the trade on a confiderable traCt of tbe Coafr of Africa? 

I am confident they have done it in an indireCt manner, but 
.although,I am certain of this matter, I cannot prove it in a for-

P m~ 
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'm~l manner, there being a neceifary difgui[e for conduCting t113.t 
bufine[s. 

Whether, after the war mentioned by you at Melimba, any 
'captives were offered for [ale to you or the captai ns of the other 
veifels then upon the coaf!: ? 

If by a captive is meant a perron captured from among-' the 
number I had feen engaged in thi s war, I believe there was not 
one offered for fale, and there was very little trade from that time 
to the period of my departure-I was ten months employed in 
purchafing 'about 3 I 5 Slaves. 

How many Slaves did you ufually carry to a ton? 
I never · made any calculation between the number of Slaves 

and the tonnage of the {hip-there is no geometrical proportion 
between the tonnage and the places allotted for the Slaves to 
lay in-that depending UpOll the form and c(;nfl:ruclion of the {hip. 
few of them being exattly alike.-No fuch idea, I believe, ever en­
tered into the head of a Seaman, as apportion ing the number of 
Slaves to the TOllnage. 

Do not mofl: of the Slaves, during fome part of the period, from 
their firfl: coming on board, on the ·Coaft of Africa, to the time of 
their debarkation in the Weft India Wands, fall fick Qf fame dif­
cafe, fo as to co'me under the care of the Doctor, though many of 
them may be apparently cured before their arrival at the iflands ? 

To the befl: of my recollection, I have known two inLtances. 
when nine-tenths of, the Slaves made no complaint of fickncfs.-I 

.have known inllances of Slaves being recovered by the care of the 
DoCtor, and other officers, without the ufe of medicines-every 
Surgeon of experience, knowing the Africans to be naturally aver(e 
to taking medicines, does every thing in his power to recover them 
without dj(gufti~g them wi.th any thing that is difag,reeaJbie to 
,them. 

And then tbe Counfel and Witnefs wetc directed..to 
withdraw. 

RESOLVED, 

T HAT this Examination of Mr. Frafer be reported .to 
ithe'Ho\l[e. 



MINUTES of nlE EVIDENCE 

TAKEN BEFORE THE 

S E LEe Teo M MIT TEE. 

APPOINTED FOR THE 

EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES 

ON THE 

SLAVE TRAD~ 

Reported 5th FEBRt:rARY 1790. 

'Wieners Examined, 

Mr. JAMES FRASER. 



MINUTES , esc. 
REPORTED TO THE HDUSE., 

reneris~ 12(t die Februarii r790. 

'THE SELECT COMMITTEE a.ppointed. for the 

PurpoCe of taking the Examination of Cnch Witneffes 

as {hall .be produced on the Part of the Ceveral Peti­

tioners who have petitioned the Houfe of Commons 

Qgainft the Abo1ition of the Slave Trade. 

r.eneris, 5<> die Februarii 1790 • 

THE Counfel for the Petitions from th~ Town of Liver­
pool, being called in as before, flated to the Committee, That he 
had-eonc1uded his Evidence relative to Africa and the Middle PaC-. 
{age ; but that in refpect to the importance of the Trade, com­
prifing the ManufaClures, Commerce, and Naval Power of Great 
Britain depending thereon, . there is further Evidence expected 
from Liverpool. . - .. 

And then he was direCled to withdraw. 

1l.ESO,LYED. 

T HAT the latter fubjetl:s flated by the Counfd be referred 
to future Examination, when he 1hall be permitted to call Ev,i­
.deuce thereto. 

And the CounCeI was called in, and acquainted therewith. 

And th~n he w~s again d~retl:ed to ~ithQTaw. 

Then. 
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Then Mr. Piggott and Mr. B011d, COllnfel for the Petition of 
. Charles Spooner, Agent for ~he IIland of Grenada, and the ~rena­
dines. in behalf of the Propnetors of Lands and Negroes III the 
faid Iflandt; and alfo of the Proprietors of Lanus and Negroes in 
the I:flands '0£ Saint Vincen t and Dominica, whofe names are there-

. unto fublcribed, in behalf of themfelves and other Proprietor~ 
of Lands aRd Negroes in the laft-n~cntioned IfIand~, were called 

,in. 

And the COU'l1fel produced a Copy oft~e Definitive Treaty be­
tween His Majefty, the Molt. Chriftian King, and the Catholic 

.King, figned at Paris, the loth day of February 1763.-Thc 
9th Article of which was read, and is as follows; viz. 

~, The Moft Chriftian Kin~ cedes and guaranties to 
_"Ie His Britann ic Majefty, in full right, tlie Iflands of 
." Grenada and of the Grenadines, with the fame ftipu­
" lations in favour of the inhab itants of this colony, in­
" ferted in the fourth artide for thofe of Canada: and 
" the l'artition of ~he I!lands called Neutral, i~ agreed and 
" fixed, [0 that thofe of Saint Vincent, Dominica. and 
" Tobago, {hall remain in full right to Great Britain. 
" and that of Saint Lucia {hall be delivered to France. 
" to.enjoy the fame likewife in full right; and the higb 
c< contraCting Parties guaranty the partition fa il:iPll­
" lated." 

'Then.fo much of His Majeily's Cpeech from the throne, upon 
the 16tl1 day of November 1763, as relates to the appropriation of 
whatever fums 1hall be produced by the fale of the Weft India 
I1lands, which w.ere ceded .to His Majeily by the late treaty, wa, 
read.- . . . 

'the Counfel then produced the -ton don Gazette, dated from 
Saturday March 24, to Tuefday March 27, 1764; containing His 
Majefiy's proclamation for the fale of lands in th~ Ceded.ll16ilds,j 
·which was read; and is as follows; viz • 

. " By the King, 
" A Proclamation • 

. 4' GEO RG E R. 

"Whereas we have taken into our confttieration 
'~' the great _benefit which will arire to .the comlIlerce of. 

~' our 
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"" oU'r k:in-gcierQ1s, and the iwtei-ei1l:s -of 01lq- {U'bjetts, from 
H the fpeeey fettlement eJf 0'1:11' Hbl'l'cis of Grenada, the 
" 'Gre-na:dines, Borni'nica, 'S'aiot Vinden't, and Tobago, 
~, we 'do therefore think 'fit,. with t!he advice of our 
H Privy Council, to iiTtle this., our Royal Prodamaticlfl, 

, «to pu hlilfu and declare to 01'11' loving fahjeCts, that ¥Ie 
<c have, with the advice of our {aid Privy 'Council. 
e< given .the neceffary:powe.rs and rur'eilions for an im­
«mediate furvey -and d:iviflon into proper pari{bes and 

.H difiricts, elf f lien of rhe faid Iaahds as have not hitherto 
"been fo fur,veyed and divided, and for hying out 
I, fuch lands in bhe' faid lfIa:ncls as are in ou'r power to 
" 'difpofe ~f into aIlotm'errts for ;plantaltiofl" of different 
" iize ,and extent, accord.j;ng as the hlttnre of the land 
" {baH be rriore or leIs adapted ,to t'he groWth 'of Sugar~ 
~, Coffee, Cocoa, Cotton, or other articles of beneficial 
.« culture, referving to us, our heir~, and .fucceifors, 
,H fuch. partrs or the faid 'lilands as tihall be llece{[ary for 
« erecting fO'rtifications thereon', and all for orher mil i­
« tary p1!lTp'ofes, for glelJes for mi,nifren, a'Hotments for 
.. fchool-mafiers, for wQodlands, high roads, and all 
~, other public purpofes; and alfo referving fuch hnds 
"in our -iflands of Dominica and Saint Vincent, as­
U at the time of the furrender of thofe Itlands were and 
... , frill are in the .poife'fiion of the French Ij'nha'bitants of 
.. thofe I.ilands '; which 'lands it is our wil'l and pleafure 
A< lhould be ;gran'ted to fuch of the faid in'ha'bitants as 
.. , ihall b.e inclined.to accept the fame, upon leafes for 
H terms abfolute, or for renewable terms~ upon certain 
" cond'i'tlons. and under prdper reftriCl:ions. And we da 
«hereby furfner pu'blilh and declare, Hl~t the allot­
~, ments f0r p'i'a't1titi6il'S in our Mana's 0'f Grenada, the 
" Grenad~neg., Tobago, ao€ld SaiPlt Vincent, ihall contain 
" to three hL1lti.clred acres, -With fome few allotments in 
.. each Wand of five hu-Ildred acres; and that the allot­
IC -ment's j'n olfr Wand of Dominica, which is repre[ented 
« to be 'not 'fo we'll adapted to the .cultivlitioll 'of Sugar, 
" and waicn, from its fitllatioh, requires in policy to be 
" well peopled with vVhite Inhabitants, £liall be in ge­
.. neral from fifty to one hundred acres. 

" And whereas we have thought fit to declare to our 
.. parliament, 'at the opening of the prefenl feffion , 
.'" our ,gracious intention of referring for the public 

« ufe 

f' 
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.. , ufe whatever fums ihall be produced by the fale of 
« any of the lands belonging to us in the lflands of the 
" Weft Indies, which were ceded to us 'by the late 
" treaty; we do further publi{h and declare, that when 
" thefe allotments, or a fufficient part of them, {hall 
~, have been laid out, the fame {hall be fet up to fale by 
" auCtion, at a price per acre to be fixed thereon by 
" commiffioners appointed for that purpofe, under our 
.. , Great Seal of Great Britain, who {hall give public no­
,~ tice of the time and place of fuch fale. 

" And we do hereby further publi{h and declare, 
., That the lands fo fet up to fale by auCtion, {hall not 
" be fold, but upon the following terms, and under 
" the following conditions and refervations; that is to 
~, fay, 

" That each purchafer {hall immediate] y pay into 
« the hands of fuch perfon as we {hall appoint to re­
« ceive the fame, twenty per cent. of the whole pur­
" chafe money. 

" That the remainder of the purchafe money {hall 
" be paid by different infiallments, viz. ten per cent. 
" within the firfi year after the purchafe, ten per cent. 
H more within the fecond year after fuch purchafe, and 
" twellty per cent. within every fucceffive year, until 
" the whole is paid. 

" That each purchafer of lands which have been 
" cleared and improved, 1hall within the fpace of three 
" months from the date of the grant, fettle and conftantly 
" keep upon the lot purchafed one White Man or 
" two White Women for every hundred acres con­
ce tained in the faid lot; and, in default thereof, {hall 
" be fubjeCt to the payment of twenty pounds per 
« annum for every White Woman, and forty pounds 
" for every White Man, that ihall be wanting to com­
" plete the number. 

" That the purchafer of uncleared lands {hall clear 
" and cultivate one acre in every twenty in each year, 
" until half the land fa purchafed {hall be cleared; 
u and in default thereof {hall pay five pounds per an-

" num 



<ic num for every acre not cleared, purfuant to [uch 
" conditiolil; and fueh purchafer ihall alfo be obliged 

- u to fettle and confiantly keep upon the lot fo pur­
*' chafed one White Man or two 'Vhite Women 
~c for every hWldred acres, as the [arne iliall be 
.. c cleared. 

.. That -each purchaferihall, befides the purchafe 
.. money, be fubjeCl: ~o the payment of an aD nUll 
.. quit-rent to us, our heirs and fucceifors, of fix pence 
.. ~ per acre, under the penalty of five pounds per acre 
4' upon non-payment thereof; fuch quit-rents, in the 
" cafe of the purchafe of cleared lands, to commence 
.. , from the date of the grant; and the firft payment to 
.' be made at the expiration of the firfi year; and in 
.. , cafe of _ the purchafe of the uncleared lands, fuch 
" quit-rents to commence at the expiration of twaIve 
" months from the time each acre is cleared. 

CC That in cafe of failure in the payment of the pur­
"cha,fe money in the manner above directed, the 
.. c purchafer ihall forfeit all right to the lands pur­
.. , chafed. 

" That no perf on ihall purchafe at any public [ale 
.. , more than five hundred acres of cleared or uncleared 
... lands, in the Iflands of Grenada, and the Grena­
... dines, Tobago, and St. Vincent's, and in the Wand 
... of Dominica the quantity ihall be reftrained to three 
" hundred acres; and in order to enforce this necef­
c, fary and efiential regul~tion, that a condition ihall 
.. be infefted in every grant to be made in confequence 

- H of fuch puri';hafe, that in cafe any purchafe !hall be 
" made contrary thereto, fo that the property of the 
.. , purchafer in the Wands where the lands lie, !hall 
.. thereby amount to more than the above quantity re­
cc fpettively, the fame {hall be void, the money paid 
.... thereon forfeited, and the confequential grant of nO' 
.. effeCt. 

. ~, " That all and every purchafer of lands, upon the 
foregoing terms and- conditions, (ball immediately 

.. , upo!). the payment of the firft twenty per cent. of 

.. , the pun;hale money, receive a bill of tale, figned by 
R " the 
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." the faid 'commiffioners, which thall entirle fuch rUI -

H chafers to a grant of -the ·{aid lands, under the feal of 
" the lflands, containing .the afore-mentioned condi­
" tions and reiervations; which faid purcha{e, and 
" grant in .con{equence thereof, . duly :re~i£l:ered in .the 

." proper offices, {hall be good and valId In law agamft 
" us, our heirs and {ucceffors, unle{s the fame illal:I ' 
.. be revoked; .and we ,do hereby dec1are the fame 
" revocable by our commiffioners of our treaft:lfY, 
" or our high treafurer for the time being, within 
" twelve months from the date ther.eof; in' which cafe 
" fuch purchafe and grant {hall become ,void and .of n0 
" effect.; and 'upon notice of fuch revocation, the faid 
" commiffioners thall return to fuch pUfcha(er the .mo­
" ney paid upon the purchafe, with legal intereft there­
H on, and realonable allowance for any .improvement£ 
," made ,on .the faid lands. 

" And whereas the db.bri{hing towns 'in proper fitua­
tions within the faid IfIand s., will conduce greatly to 

" the convenience of the inhabitants, and the benefu: 
" of trade and commerce; we have therefore though.t 
" fit, with the advice of our privy councii, to direct 
" a proper difirict in every parith in each IfIand, to be 
" .laid out for .that pUTpote, into lots for tenements of 
" difl'erent iize and extent; and each town"-!ot to have 
" a prqportionate allotment of land contiguous to> 
" fuch taWil, for a fmall field or pafl:ure, allowing 
" one .acre for every .ten foot in front of the town-· 
" lot, to which it is to be annexed; but '.no .field~lot 

_H to exceed the quanti!J of .fix .acres. 

" And ·we do hereby further pubEn} and declare" 
-" That Juch of .thefe town and pafiure-Idts, in each 
" Wand, as confill of lands, which have b'een already 
" cleared and improved., thall be fet up .to fale by pub­
." lic auction., at a price per foot in front of each 
" town-lot. and a price per acre .of the field-lot, to be 
" fixed upon fuch lot by the faid commiffioners, iQ 

. C( like manner as upon the allotments for plantations. 

CC And we do further publith and declare; That the 
." lots Ie fet up to. fale ~y auCtion thall not be fold but 

, .• , upon 
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... , upon the fol.lawiFlg terms and conditions;: that is to 
'" fay, " 

." That :the- porchafe':'money lhall . be 'paid ifl the 
" fame proportion, by the' 1>ike inftallments: amd upon 
" the fame conditions, as are required ill the' cafe Gf the 
.", .purchafe of allotments fOf' 'plantations. ' 

" That each tenement fhallhe charged with the pay­
" Jl)ent of an annual ground-rent to us, our' heirs, and 
H , fuccefI'ors, of one penny per foot in fron't, and fix 
.. , pence per 'acre for .each acre of the ·field annexed to 
-co {uch tenement, the {aid rents to commence 'at the ex­
." pi ration of one year f>com -the date of the' purchafe, 
~, and t·he purchafer to be liaMe to the fame' penalties, 
... , in cate of ,failure .of the payment of the ',purchafe­
." money, and thegroufld-rent and quit-rent, as we have 
.. , already required in rerped -to -the purchafe of allot-
4' ments for plantations.. . . 

" And we do further .publifh and declare., That the 
'<' , 'refetvations, which we 'have direCted to 'be made for 
.. , town and paiture-Iots of uncleared lands~ {hall be 
.. granted .in .fee fimpleby Otlr governor ·in chief, under 
... the feal of the 1l1ands .. to any perf ODS who. will give 
." fuch fecurity as our commifli.oners {ball approve, for 
.. , building ·on fuch town-lot'S within a reafonable time., 
'" to he fixed by our faid commiffioners; and al[Q 
... for inclofing, fencing, and properly clearin,g forpaf­
ce ture.. the fields .that ihall be granted with ~uch tene­

." me.n..t. 

" And we do further publilh and declare, That we 
" have directed that no more than one ·to.wn-lot be 
." granted to anyone per/on, and that no [nore than 
." lix acres of paiture land be annexed to fuch town­
." lot.. lvhatever n.umber Gf feet in front it Thall con­
." fift of . 

.. That each grantee -{hall he obliged, under proper 
." penalties, to the payment of an annual ground-rent 
." to us, our heirs and fucaefI'ors, of one penny per foot 
.. in front of the town lot for a tenement, and fix pence 
.. , 'per acre for each acre of.thepafture lot; the firit pay-

" .went 

. 
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" ment to be made within two years [i'om the date of 
" the grant. 

" And in order the more effectually to conduce to 
H the peopling our faid Wands with induftrious White 
<.' Inhabitants, upon which their ftrength and fecurity 
" do eiTentially depend, we have thought fit, with the 
" advice of our faid council, to direCt a quantity of 
" land, not exceeding eight hundred acres, to be re­
" ferved in fuch parts of every pari!h in each ifland 
" refpeCtively, as are not adapted for fugal' plantations, 
" for the accommodation of poor fettlers, to be divided 
" into lots, of not lefs than ten, nor more than thirty 
" acres each: and we do hereby further publi!h and 
" declare, that the faid allotments are to be granted in 
" fee fimple, under the feal of our faid Iflands, to fuch 
" poor Protefiants as !hall apply for the fame, in 
" proportion to their refpeCtive abilities to cultivate the 
H faid lands; and ·fubjeCt to the following conditions,; 
" that is to fay, 

" That each grantee fl1all, at the expiration of fonr 
" years from the date of the grant, pay a quit-rent to 
" us, our heirs, and fucce{fors, of fix pence per acre for 
" every acre then cleared, and a penalty of two !hillings 
" per acre for every acre Gf land uncleared; which faid 
" penalty of two !hillings per acre !hall be reduced to 
." fix pence per acre, .as the land fl1aIl be cleared; and 
" in cafe of failure of fuch rent and penalty, the 
" grantee {hall be [ubjeCt to the further penalty of the 
." payment of five pounds for every acre, for which 
" fuch quit-rent fha.I1 not be paid. 

" That each grantee !hall enter upon, and occupy 
." the land within three months from the dat~ of the 
" grant, and iliall continue to occupy and improve the 
." fame for twelve fucceffive months, from the time of 
." fuch firfi fettlement. 

" That the lands !hall, for the fpace of feven years, 
" be unalienable by fale, nor !hall the fame be let, 
." fet, or affigned over during the fame term, other­
" wife than to the ufe and benefit of any child or 
." children of fuch original fettler. without efpecial 

~~ licence 



C' licence in writing fidl: had and obtained from the 
.. Chief Governor, or Commander in Chief of our faid 
.. Iflands for the time being; and ih cafe of failure or 
.. default in either of the two !aft-mentioned condi­
.. tions, the grant to be void • 

.. And we do hereby further publi!h and declare, 
.. that all grants made of the faid allotments for poor 
.. fettlers, as alfo all grants made of town and pafiure 
" lots of clear.ed and uncleared lands, {hall be abfolute 
" and final. 

" That in all grants to be made of allotments for 
" plantations, and town and pafture lots, and of lands 
" for poor fettlers, there !hall be a refcrvation to us, 
ee our heirs, and fucceff'ors, of all mines of gold and 
.. filver. 

CC And we do further publilh and declare, That the 
.. firft fale of lands !hall be in the month of June next, 
.. if the furveys can be made fo foon; due notice of 
cc which, as alfo of the place of fale, will be given by 
Ie our commiffioners appointed as aforefaid for the dif­
., pofal of the faid lands • 

.. Given at our Court at St. James's, the 
" twenty-fixth day of March, one thoufand 
" feven hundred and fixty-four, in the fourth 
" year of our reign. 

.. God fave the King." 

The Counfe! alfo produced the Barbados Gazette, dated Ja­
nuary 19, 1765, containing a public notice of fales; which notice 
was read. and is as follows; viz • 

.. Barbados, January t9, 1765 • 

.. By the King's Authority, 

.. Public notice is hereby given, That the commif­
.. fioners appointed by His Majefty for the fale and dif­
.. pofal of1 nds in the Wands of Grenada, the Grella­
c. dines, Tobago, Saint Vincent, and Dominica, are (in 

S Ie confequencc 
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.. con[equencc of refolutions taken at a board held in 
" Barbados the fifth day ·of January, one thoufand feven 
H hund red and fixty-five) about to proceed immediately 
.. to the feveral Iihnds that are the objeCt of their com­
" million, for the more [peedy and effectual execu$ion 
" of His Majefty's inftruCl:ions. 

" T hat they {hall accordingly. in conjunCtion with 
" the governor general of the Grenades and Neutral 
" Jilands, or in his ?bfence, with the lieutenant governor 
" of each Wand refpeCtively, proceed to divide the 
" Iflands of T obago and Saint Vincent into convenient 
" diftriCts or pari/hes, and fet apart in thefe and the 
" other Wands fuch lands (in the moll: convenient fitu­
" ations) as (hall be thought moll: proper for forti fica­
" tions, yards for the ufe of the navy, and other military 
" purpofes. 

" That the faid commiffioners /hall determine on a 
" proper fituation in every paria), for a town convenient 
" for trade and navigation, fuch towns to confill: of 
" lots of different fize and extent for houfes, to which 
" gardens or fields will be annexed, not exceeding fix 
" acres to anyone town-lot; and that in laying out 
" fuch town lot.~, they /hall referve convenient places 
" for wharfs and quays, and for all other neceilary 
" public ufes, and referve in every pariili fuch wood 
" lands as iliall feem neceifary for the conll:ruCtion and 
" repair of fortifications and public buildings, and to 
" prevent that drought which in thefe climates ii 
" the ufual confequence of a total removal of the 
" woods. 

" That they iliall alfo trace out the dire'Ction of ail 
" great roads in each ifland refpettively. for the conve­
" niency of communication between town and town, 
" and fet out roads between the allotments of planta­
" tion lands for the conveniency of the purchafers 
.. thereof. 

" ~hat uncleared lands iliall be fet apart in each 
" pafl /h for fuch poor {etders as {hall apply to the go­
r, vernor general of the Grenades "anti Neutral Iflands, 

.. or 
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.. or the lieutenant .governor ef the Hland where fuca 

.. lands lie for tLle fame • 

. " That the native Ca~ibbees of Saint Vincent are t<l 
" continue undifrurbed in the poffeffion of their cottages 
" and grounds. 

" That with refpect to the cleared lands in the 
" Hlands of Saint Vincent and Dominica, as the fame 
" have been occupied by the French, in open violation 
" of the faith of treaties, made between the Crowns of 
" Great Britain and France, and in exprefs contradittion 
" to the public orders iifued by the court of France, 
.. and as no authority has been given to any of the 
" governors to make grants thereof, the commiffioners 
" are forbid to allow of any eftabli{hment of the French 
.. in confequence of the fettlements made by them in 
" the faid Hlands: but His Majefty has neverthelefs been 
" gracioufly pkafed to .Gncourage the prefent French 
" inhabitants to continue under his paternal care an!! 
" protection, on certain terms, reftriCi:ions, and referva­
" tions; and the cammiffioners accordingl y {hall and 
" will, with all convenient f~ed, proceed to execute His 
" Majefty's inftrucrions on that head, as follows: 

.. That is to fay,. to fuch of the French ir:habitants 
., of the faid Ifiands as lhall take the .oath of allegiance, 
c, and make and fubfcl'ibe the declaration of abjuration, 
" leafes thall be prepared -and granted by the commif­
" fioners, which {hall alfo pafs under the (eal of the 
co government of Grenada, and be regi1l:ered in the 
" office of the fecretary of the IIland where the lands lie, 
Ie of fueh cleared lands as were in the poffeilion of the 
" faid French, at the time of the furrender of the Wands 
.. aforefaid, and ftill are in their poneillon (together 
" with fueb fmall parcels of contiguous lands in wood 
.. as may be cunvenient to the lenee, and which the 
" commiilioners may think reafonable to infert in fuch 
.. leafe) unlefs fuch cleared lands are found necenary for 
.. public ufes; in which cafe other lands {hall be al­
H lotted them in lieu -thereof, and the full value and 
" improvements lhall be afcertained, and compenfation 
"made fur them in the moil: fair and equitable 

" That 
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« That fuch leafes {hall be for fourteen, twenty-one, 
e< thirty-two, or forty years, atthe option of the lefiees , 
" or for fourteen years, renewable at the pleafure of the 
« lelfel?, for a number of years not exceeding forty in 
" the whole: and in conlirteration of which Jeafes fuch 
« fines and quit-rents {hall be paicL down, as are thought 
" proportionable to the term of years and quality of 
.. land. 

" That the lands fo demifed {hall not be ailignable 
" to any other perfon, without a li cence firil: had from 
" the governor general of the Grenades and Neutral 
" Iflands, or commander in chief for the time being, 

and approved hy the Lords Commiilioners for Trade 
" and Plantations. 

" That the lelfee {hall relide one half of the year ifll 
" t he IfJand where the lands lie. And in cafes where 
" lands were held before the late peace by feveral French 
" proprietors jointly, fome of whom are lince retired 
" fro m them, they are to be fevered into parts, and in­
" dulgence {hewn in the divilion to thofe who are coo­
" tented to re{l1ain and receive their proportions, and 
" who will alfo enjoy every advantage that peculiarly 
" belongs to Britifh fubjeds. 

<c That in cafe any French inhabitants {hould ratlJer 
" prefer uncleared lands in any of the Ifl:!nds to the 
" cleared lands on the terms above mentioned, un­
" cleared lands, unincumbered with the terms of the 
" lea[e, {hall be allotted them in lieu thereof by th e 
" faid commiilioners; and they (hall moreover be' paid 
" the value of the buildings they leave. 

" That thefe provilions {hall not however extend to 
" futh as occupy more than 500 acres in the Wand of 
" St. Vincent, and 300 acres in the Hland of Dominica; 
" if any fuch there be, the Commiilioners (hall reduce 

their po~eilions to thole numbers, and difpofe of the 
" furplus In the fatne nlanner as of lands not occupied 
" by French inhabitants. 

" ~h:lt the Commiilioners are impowered by His 
" MaJeil:y to determine who are to be deemed French 

inhabitants, 
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.. inhabitants, and what lands they {hall be deemed 
.. poffeffed of, within the meaning of the King's ill­
.. ftruCtions: that religious communities are not to be 
" confidered as included herein, fuch lands as they 
.. have been poffeifed of will be fold for the public be­
U nefit. 

" That no grants, bargains, or fales whatev~r, hitherto 
" made (excepting legal fales in Grenada and the Grena­
e< dines) will be attended to, or allowed of; as His Ma · 
.. jefty has been pleafed to declare, that no authority has 
" been granted to any of His governors for this purpofe. 
IS His Majefty has notwithftanding been pleafed to ex­
" cept twenty-five town-lots, confifting of forty feet in 
c. front, and one hundred and fifty feet in depth, grant­
.. ed by Governor Dalrymple, in the town of Charlot­
" ville, in the ifland of Dominica: and the Commif­
.. fioners are direCted to confirm thefe grants, by giving 
.. to the feveral grantees certificates that the faid lots 
.. were fo conveyed to them; which {hall erititle them 
.. to grants thereof under the feal of the Wands, pro­
.. vided they agree to infert in fuch grants the fame 
" conditions as are in all other grants of town-lots • 

.. That with refpeCt to all lands in any of the Iflands 
•• which are the object: of the commiffion, and which 
" are not com prized within the above defcription of 
•• lands referved for public ufes, lands fet apart for 
ce poor fetders, lands which are the rightful property of 
., the inhabitants of Grenada and the Grenadines; or, 
ce that may be leafed out to the French inhabitants of 
.. Dominica, or Saint Vincent's, or poifeifed by the na­
ce tive Caribbees, they {hall be divided into allotments 
•• for plantations, to confilt, in the iOands of Grenada 
•• and the Grenadines, Tobago and Saint Vincent, of 
.. not lefs than one hundred, nor more than five hun­
•• dred acres; and in the Wand of Dominica, of not lefs 
" than fifty nor more than three hundred acres of land: 
., in doing of which, care will be taken that each lot 
.4, {hall have every com"enience that the circumltances 
" and nature of the ground will admit of . 

.. ,That the faid town-lots and garden or paltu re 
u ground {hall be laid out with all convenient fpeed, in 
Id order that if uncleared the goyernor general of the 

T " Grenades 
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(C Grenades and Neutrallilands, or the lieutenant gover­
" nor of each iiland refpefrivcly, may difpofe thereof to 
" fuch as apply for them; or if confifiing of cleared 
" land, that they may be fold, in like manner as the 
" plantation hnds hereafter mentioned, by public auc­
" tion, fubjeCt in either cafe to the conditions that a 
" dwelling-haufe, thop, warehoufe, or out-houfe thall 
" be ereCted thereon, within the fpace of two years 
" from the date of the 'grant; and a quit-rent of one 
" penny tlerling per foot in front for the town lot, and 
" fix pence fierling per annum for every acre of gardtn 
.. or pafl:ure ground: and the fale and grants of fuch 
" town and pafl:ure lots, and alfo grants to poor fettlers" 
" {hall be irrevocable. 

" That the plantation allotments aforefaid, as well 
" of uncleared lands as thofe cleared, which have been 
" occupied by religious iocieties, or which by reafon of 
" the abfence or refufal of French inhabitants. thall 
" not be grant\!d on leafe in the manner above direCted. 
" {hall be put up to faIe at a price not lefs than five 
" pounds fierling per acre, if the lands are cleared. 
" and not lefs than one pound frerling per acre if the 
" lands are uncleared; and be fold by public auCtion to 
" the higheft bidder, at the general fale to be held twice 
" in every year, in the moil: healthy feafons, either at 
" Grenada, or the ifland where fuch lands are fituated. 
" on the following terms and conditions; that is to 
" fay: 

" That no perfon thall be permitted to purchafe from 
" the Crown, either in his own name, or in the name 
" of others in trufr for him, more than allotments to 
" the amount of 500 acres ill the Ifland where the 
" lands lie, or more than 300 acres if in the Ifland of 
" Dominica. 

" That the highefr bidder for each lot thall be declar­
" ed the purchafer, who thall th~reupon pay down 
" twenty per cent. of the whole purchafe mQlley. and 
" fix pence frerling for each acre of which hi~ lot fuall 
" confifi, to defray the expence of furveying the fame; 
" whereupon he fuall receive a bill of fale, ~np a certi­
" ficate from the commiffioners of hi, b . g tlae higheft 
.. bidder. upon producing which bjH of ialc and certi-

ficate 
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C< ncate to the governor general of the Grenades, and the 
" Neutral If]ands, or commander in chief for the time 
" being, he {hall be entitled to a grant in fee fimple 
" (under the feal of the Iflands) of the lands by him 
" purchafed, and take polfeffion there()f, fuch grant tQ 
" be regiftered in the fecretary's office of the refpeCl:ive 
" ifland where the lands lie. 

" That in cafe of fraud, collufion, or other contra­
" vention to the King's inftruCtions; and not otherwife, 
" the grant {hall be revocable for the fpace of twelve 
" months from the date thereof: by the Lord High 
H Treafurer, or the Lords Commiffioners of His Ma­
" jefty's Treafury for the time being; but if not re­
ce voked within that term, the fame {hall then be ab­
" folute; if revoked, notice thereof lhall be immedi­
ce ately given, and the money returned to the purchafer 
" with the ufual intereft of the Ifland, and compenfa­
" tion a1fo made for all fums of money which {hall 
" bona fide have been laid out for the clearing, im­
" proving, or building, on any part of the lands con­
•• tained in fuch grant, to be afcertained by arbitration, 
" and the lands {hall be again put up to fale. 

" That of the purchafe money remaining due ten 
" per cent. more than the twenty per cent. above­
" mentioned, {hall be paid within the firft year after the 
" date of the bill of ['lIe, ten per cent. the fecond year, 
" an~ twenty per cent. every fucceffive year, until the 
" whole {hall be paid; but, in default of any of the 
" [aid payments, the lands {hall be liable to be forfeit­
" ed, and again fold, in order that the king may be 
" firft paid .. and the refidue {hall be the property of thofe 
.. beTore entitled to it. 

" That from twelve months after the date of the 
" grant the purchafer {hall clear away at the rate of 
.. five acres in the hundred annually, until one half 
" of the cultivable land {hall be cleared, under a penalty 
.. of five pounds fterling per annum, for every acre not 
" cleared in purfuance of this condition • 

.. That for every hundred acres of cleared land the 
" p"lfchafer is or {hall be poffeffed of, he {hall keep 
•• thereon one White Man, or two White Women, under 

.. a penalty 



[ ·74- ] 

I< a penalty of forty pounds fterling for every White 
" Man, and twenty pounds fterling for every White 
" Woman that il1all be wanting; and pay an annual 
« quit-rent of fix pence fierling per acre on whatever 
« cleared land he has purchafed or {hall clear in pur­
" fuance of the condi tions required. 

" That a refervation {hall be made to the King of all 
" gold or /ilver mines, which are now or may hereafter 
" be difcovered in the faid Iflands. 

" That the firfi fale {haJJ commence in the Ifland of 
" Tobago on Tuefday the 14th day of May next. 

« That Tuefday the 28th day of May next {hall be 
" the firil: day of fale in the Ifland of St. Vincent. 

" That Tuefday the I I th day of ] une next {hall 
" be the lirf!: day of fale in the Ifland of Dominica. 

" That each fale {hall be continued every fucceffive 
" day, until the tame il1all be cGmpleated. 

, 
" That the commiffioners in the mean time {hall 

" proceed to fettle terms with the French inhabitants 
" of St. Vincent, and Dominica, and execute leafes 
" with them as direCted by His Majefiy. 

" That all payments of fines for leafes, as well as of 
" purchafe money, {hall be made conformable to the 
" King's infiruCtions to the receiver in good gold 
" fpecie, to be taken by weight, at the rate of three 
" pounds eighfeen {billings and three pence fierling 
., per ounce . 

.. That advertifements defcriptive of the fituation and 
.<, foil of each allotment ihall be pub1i{hed a~ foon as 
.. poffible 0 and, 

" That although no particular defcription can yet be 
.. , given of the land to be fold at the firfi {ale in each 
.. , Bland, yet in general it may be proper to inform the 
." public, that the lots to be fold in TobagowiH lie chiefly 
" in the neighbourlwod of Great Courland Bay, Man of 
" War Bay, Great Rockley Bay. Cochongras Bay, (now 
.... called Barbados Bay) and Little Hog Bay. 

.., That 
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.C That towns fha11 be laid out in each of thefe baYi 
c, with all convenient fpeed. 

4< That the fale in St. Vincent fhall confift of un­
c, cleared lands, as well as the valuable tracts of cleared 
cc land that may have been occupied by religious fo-
4C cieties, or not granted on " Jea[e by reafon of the 
4' abfence or refufal of the late French poifeifors; and, 

.. That towns fhall be laid out contiguous to the bay 
ce of Wafhigunny ano Borowa11ey, or elfewhere, as may 
ce. be thought expedient. 

.. That the fale in Dominica will confift of uncleared 
" and valuable cleared lands, as has been explained 
.c concerning Saint Vincent, including the eftates po[­
•• feifed by the fociety of jefuits, near Grand Bay, [0 
.. well known for their fuporior excellency and im­
.. provements; and. 

II That in particular a town and plantation a11ot­
" ments lhall be laid out at Prince Rupert's Bay. 

.. By direCtion of the Commiffioners, 
.. John Greg, Secretary." 

The Counfd alfo produced a public notice, dated Dominica. 
July 31ft, 176 S, for the fale of lands in the Ceded IfIands; which 
was read; rotd is as follows; viz • 

.. Dominica, July 31,1765 • 

.. By the King's Authority. 

co Public notice is hereby given, That the commif­
c,I fianers appointed by His Majefty for the fale and dif­
.. pmal of lands in the Iflands of Grenada, the Grena­
" dines, Tobago, Saint Vincent, and Dominica, have 
., refolved to hold the" fales of land for the enfuing 
cc year ill the feveral I1lands that are the objeet of their 
... cOP;lDtiiiion, at the following times; that is to fay: 

cc On.Monday the 17th Day of February next, the 
.. fale vwilJJ COQlmlUlce in the I1land of Dominica. The 
n lots will conUA chiefly of eftates abandoned by the 

U "French 



.." 'French in different parts of the ifIand; plantation­
" lots in the levels of Boery, Rofeau, and Layou, and 
'f in the neighbourh00d of Prince Rup<!rt's Bay and 
" Grand Bay; and feveral town-lots in different 
" places. 

" On Thurfday the loth day of April next will be 
" put up to fale fome houfes and lands in the Ifland of 

H Grenada. 

,. On Tuefday the 6th day of May next will com­
." mence the fale of lands in the Ifland of Tobago, 
" where feveral plantation-lots in the neighbourhood of 
" Great Courland Bay, Great Rockley Bay, Barbados 
" Bay, Grand River Bay, and Carrapufe Bay, will be 
." put up to fale. And, 

o 

" On Wednefday the 28th clay of May next, will 
" comm<mce the fale of lands in the mand of Saint 
" Vincent, where will be put up to fale, feveral plan­
.. tation-lots in the level of Morne Agarou, and in the 
." quarters of ChMeau Bellair~ and Ouachilabau, moftly 
" of a very excellent foil and adapted for fugar-plan­
" tations; and feveral town-Jots in different places • 
. " And a1{0 wil'l be put up to fale in the Wand of 
" Saint Vincent, at the fame time, what plantation lots 
" remain unfold in the ifland of Tobago. Advertife­
" ments defcriptive of the fituation and loil of each al­
., lotment !han be publiihed as Coon as pollible. 

" The terms and conditions Gn which the faid lands 
" will be fold, are, That no perfon !hall be permitted 
" to purchafe from the crown, eitiler in his own name, 
" or in the names of others in trull: for him, more 
." than allotments to the amount of five hundred acres 
" in the Hland where the lands lie, or more than three 
.. hundred acres .if in the Hland of Dominica. 

" That theihigheft bidder for ·each lot {hall be declared 
" the purchafer, who !hall thereupon paydown twenty 
." per cent. of the whole purchafe.money, and fix pence 
" flerling for each acre of which his lot !hall confifl, to 

,c' ,defray the expence of furveying the fame; whereupon 
,.. he iliall receive a bill of fale, and a .certificate from 

,., the 
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'C, the commiffioners, of his being the ' high eft bidder; 
"upon producing which bill of fale and certificate to 
.. the governor general of the Grenades and the Neu­
e< tral Iflands, or the commander in chief for the time 

' Ie being, he {hall be entitled to a grant in fee fimple 
.. (underthefeal of the Iflands) of the lands by him 
" purchafed, and take poffeffion thereof; fuch grant to 
.. be regiftered in the fecretary's office of the refpective 
" Ifland where the ,lands lie. 

" That in cafe of fraud, coUufion, or other contra­
' 4C vention to the King's inftructions, and not' otherwife, 
.. the grant {hall be revocable, for the fpace of twelve 
'"~ months from the date thereof, by the Lord High Trea­
.. furer, or the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty's 
." Treafury for the time being; hut if not revoked 
." within that term, the fame !hall then be abfolute; 
" if revoked, notice thereof {hall beimmedilrtely given, 
" and the money returned to the purchafer, with the 
" ufual intereft of the Ifland; and compenfation alfo 
'O. made for all fums of money which thall bona fic!e 
" have been laid out for clearing, improving, or build­
.. ing on any part of the lands contained in fuch grant, 

. ., to be afcertained by arbitration. 

Ie That of the purchafe-money remaining due ten 
." per cent. more than . the twenty per cent. above-men­
-c. tioned iliall -be paid within the firft year after the 
•• date of the bill of fale, ten per cent. the fecond year, 
.. and twenty per cent. every fucceffive year, until the 
., whole thall be paid; but in default of any of the faid 
.. payments the lands {hall be liable to be forfeited, 
" aDd again fGld, in order that the King may be firft paid; 
" and tlie refidue thall be the property of tbofe before 
04 . entitled to it. 

" That, from twelve months after the date of the 
.... grant, the purchafer {hall clear away at the rate of 
.. five acres in the hundred annually,' until one-half 
... of tho- cultivable land {hall be cleared, under a 
... penalty c)f nve pounds fterling per annum for 
... every acre not clear.ed in purfuance of this COD­

.... dition. 

'"~ That 



[ 78 ) 

U That for every hundred acre_ of cleared land the 
.. purchafer is or !hall be po1feffed of, he than keep 
.c thereon one White man, or two White women, under 
.. a penalty of forty pounds flerling for every White 
.. man, and twenty pounds frerling for every White wo­
H man, that {ball be wanting; and pay an annual quit­
.. rent of fix pence fterling per acre on whatever cleared 
cc land he has purchafed, or lhall clear in purfuance of 
" the conditions required. 

" That all payments thall be made conformable to 
.. the king's inftructions to tho receiver, in good gold 
.. fpecie, to be taken by weight. at the rate of three 
cc pounds eighteen {billings and three pence frerling per 
" ounce; and bonds {ball be given to him by the pur­
U chafers for the payments ()f the feveral inftalments. 

" That a refcrvation {ball be made to the King of all 
" gold and filver mines which are now, or may bere­
" after, be difcovered in the faid IGands. 

" By direction of tbe Commiffioners • 
.. John Greg, Secretary." 

The Counfel likewife produced an original grant of lands in St. 
Vincent's, being one of the Ceded Iflands, dated 2Sd June 1766, 
which was a1fo read; by which it appeared, that the commiffion­
ers inftruCl:ions were recited, and which contained termli and 
condi,tions of fale conformable to the proclamation above-men­
tioned. 

The CounCeI then called, 

GILBERT FRANCKLYN, Efq"ire. 

Are you a native of England? 
Yes. 

When did y<>u fir1l: &,0 to the Weft Indies? 
In 1766. 

From that time to this, whefe have you princi 3llfriWded? 
Frcm ~766 to the lattoc end of 17'7, in Anti&! ~the buGnefs 

\lpon whJ.lh I wtnt to the Weft Indies was, amongi other things, 
te 
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10 fuperintend a number of Negroes., let by contraCl to govern­
ment, by my partner (the late Mr. Anthony Bacon) and myfelf­
-to attend the furveyors employed to run or mark out the lands in 
'the Ceded Iflands that were -to be f()I~-t0 attend upon the troops 
and officers, and .commiffioners, and other perfonsernployed ifl 
the fervice of the commiffioners, which neceffarily .led me much 
among all .the 11lands which are the fubjeCl of the prefent enquiry 

·-1 returned to E~~land the latter end of 1767, and ·returned the 
'beginning of 1768 with my family-, andrefided in Antigua till the 
latter end of 1770~ then -returned to England. and continued 
'there till 1774, when I returned to Tobl\go, where I had pur­
,chafed largely; and r.emained there till 1776-ln 1776 I returned 
.to England, and in 1779 back to T obago., where I refided till laft 
'year-during all ·the time of my .refidence in the Weil: .Indies, and 
·till after my return in 1770, I was much -among almoil: all the 
:lflands, from Barbadoes to St. Kitt'sinclufive, and was particularly 
_attentive to the care of thofe Negroes which belonged to ~yfelf 
.and my partner., which w.ere-in the whole about 400. 

:Have you alfo .been in Jamaica? 
.I was there for about-feven or eight months;in 1]-88. 

W hat were the Negroes that you firft became acquainted with ·in 
:the W efl lndies ? 

The Negroes in Antigua. 

What were the Negroes you iiril: became a proprietor ofr 
They were Negroes purchafed by my agent, and by the contraCl 

.ought to have been feafoued Negroes, or Negroes born in or ac­

.cuftomed .to the .climate-the fervices -in which they were to be 
-employed requiring people acquainted with the Eng-liili language. 
and capahle of underftanding the direClions of the furveyors, in 
carrying out their chain, placing their pickets, and other fervices. 
-in attending European foldiers unacquainted with .the dialeCl of 
:new Negroes-inconfequepce of which we were obliged to give 
very high prices for Negroes that had no ·other qualifications, the 
,greater part of ·them being fold for miibehaviour. it being very rare 
.to meet with good and .valuable [eafoned Negroes for fale, except 
from thediftrefsof their owners; in confequence ·of which the 
commiffioners, the gO¥ernors, furveyors, and other perfons em­
ployed in the fervice, preferred new and aClive Negroes, as foon as 
they had a fufficient number of feafoned Negroes for the moft 
llc;.cetrary employments. 

x At 
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At whofe rilk were thofe Negroes found, and in cafe of death, 

ficknefs, or defertion, who was to replace them r 
The contractors. 

I 

How were thofe Negroes fed? 
Thofe Negroes, being either employed in the 111ands but little 

cultivated, in Tobago alfo, which was not cultivated at all, we 
were forced to fupply them with the fame provifions, for the 
rnofi: part, that the troops were fed upon , viz. flour, peas, beef, 
and pork. The qu antity was given them under the direCtion of 
the king's officers-they generally likewire had ru m given them, 
whenever it was thought ufeful and conducive to their health. 

Were any perfons appointed to take care of the Negroes? 
There was al ways an agent in each Hland exprefsly for that pur­

pafe. They were befides attended by furgeons at the expence of 
the con tractor, and thofe furgeons were the fame that attended the 
troops. 

"Vas the work in which thofe Negroes were employed partku­
lad y heavy amd laborious? 

I believe quite the contrary-thofe who carried out the chaill 
in the woods may perhaps be an exception. with refpect to the [a­
lubrity of the employment; but the greater part of the Negroes 
were employed in attending the officers and [oldiers. bringing 
them wood al'Jd water, and afIifi:ing to cook their provifiolls. 

. W hat mortality attended thofe Negroes? 
I believe rather more than on fettled plantations, but they were 

befides fubjeCt to fores in their legs and feet, which rendered them 
unferviceable, and which very frequently no ikill or .care was fuf­
bcien t to cure. 

Were they well c1oathed, as well as wel1 fed? 
Particularlv [0; and to obviate the incovenience above com­

plained of, of getting their feet [ore, !hoes were fent out for 
them from England, till experience 111ewed that the pra6l:ice was 
abfurd, and that they would not wear them. 

Do you know any . one illftance in which anyone of thofe Ne-
groes was ill ufed,. or negleCted when ill ? . 

I .am afraid [0!l1e of them were very ill ufed by fome of the 
foldlers, becaufe I -have had occafion to complain of it, and had t4e 
foldiers puni!hed, but I knew none of them negleCtea in ilInefs. 

po 
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, Do you attribute the mortality w.hich attended the Negroes to 
that inftance you have mentioned of .ill~ufage ? 

Surely flo-the initances were but'few-perhaps, in the courfe 
ef feveral years. not ten that came to my knowledge. 

Did you purchafe any of the lands in the Ceded Hlan.ds, when, 
and to what extent.? 

I purchafed very largely; particularly in Tobago." whe.r:e 1.. 
poifdfed, till lately, near ~,o.oo acres. 

At the time you purchafed thofe ,lands., by what .means ,did 
you propaCe ,to cultivate them? . 

. By the only practic.able mode, the labour of Negroes. 

Is there, to your knowledge, any other mode by which land 
~n the W:eft lndies, .to wh\lt nation {oever belonging., is culti­
vated ? 

1 believe not. 

From whence did you expect thofe Negroes to come :? 
I certainly expected .to rec.eive them in the ufual way, from tbe -, 

&:O<lft of A:frica. 

If the importation of Negroes from the coaft of Africa had 
.been prohibited, or if you had underftood that it was to be pro­
hibited, would you have purchafed thofe lands? . 

I certain!y {houid no.t have purchafed lands that I could make 
.no ufe of. 

\ , . 
Is there any .confiderable part of-the land whiCh has been pur-

.chafed by you ftill uncultivated.? 
I believe there.is. 

Is there any confiderable part of the land f01d in Dominica, 
.St. Vincent, Grenada, and the Grenadines, fiill uncultivated? 

There is a gteat deal of land uncultivated in Grenada-from 
the number of Negroes in the other i(]ands, I am well convinced 
'they are not equal to the cultivation of half the quantity of land 
in the iflands-but as 1 know nothing particularly of my own 
'knowledge, as to the land cultivated in either of thofe il1ands, I 
.cannot properly anfwer the quefiion. 

Vvere not the lands in Grenada .private property, and fold by 
:French fubjects to Briti{h fubje<frs ? 

Many 
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, Many of my acquaintances made fuch pUl'chafes, and I believe 
under faith of His Majdl:y's proclam.\tion. 

As to Dominica and St. Vincent, where the lands were fold by 
the Crown under the Commiffion, is not much the greatefl: part of 
thofe lands not yet brought into cultivation? 

I believe fo-but I have never been in either of thofeHlands 
fince 1776. 

Was the fettlement of lands in the Ceded Iilands attended wrta 
great difficulties and heavy expence ? 

I found it fo-I laid out more than £. 40,000 in Tobago, which 
having been given up to the French,' I would rejoice to fee 
£.25,000 back for all I have laid out. ' 

'From your experience in the Iflands, do you not kno~ that the 
{ettlement and cultivation of lands in Dominica and St. Vincent. 
generally fpeaking, were attended with the fame difficulties and ex­
pence? 

Surely f0. 

From your long experience in the Iflands, fiate 'to the -Committee 
how the Negroes are treated, and what care is taken of them in 
the Iflands ? 

The l\egroesbeing by much the moll: valuable part of a man's 
"property, whofe welfare, health, and happinefs are l.ntimately con­
netted with 'his own interell:s, it ,can fcarcely be doubted ,that he 
will pay every degree ,of attention to them-People without edu­
-cation, and ill-informed, are fubjeCt to paffions, and are with dif­
ficulty directed to purfue whatever tends to .their happinefs-every 

, prudent proprietor, therefore, who poffdfes Slaves., endeavours to 
il:udy the temper and difpofition of thofe people-they are there­
fore treated w.ith kindnefs and attention--amongll: them there 
are frequently il:ubborn and bad-difpofed people, whom no chaf­
tiCement will correct, nor good treatment reform -{uch ,people are 
fometimes treated with (everity, but the crimes of which they are 
guilty would moil: probably be punilhed capitally in almofi every 
civilized nation in Ellrope.-The generality of the Negroes who are 
well difpofed feldom or ever receive any chail:ifement whatever; 
and the prudent man, either proprietor or manager, is extremely 
cautlOus how he offends or 111 treats a Negro of good charaCter-if 
,the Negroes are difliltisfied either with their proprietor or the per-
10n who has.the .care of .them" they {hew .their ,refentment and their 

.diJp.lea[ure 
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difpleafureby doing their work unwillingly, or 'by frequent de­
fenions-it the'refore happens, when Negroes are treated with un­
kindefs or feverity, which certainly is fometimes the cafe, the per­
fon who mifconduCts himfelf in that manner fu/rers equally in his 
reputation and llis fortune-in general therefore it may be [aid, 
that Negroes are well treated, that they are well lodged, well 
cloilthed, and well fed-they are well attended in ficknefs, and have 
all proper medicines and comfort fupplied to them, and even thofe 
who are incurably difeafed are well attended to, and fll p-plied with 
every necelTary- and that from the intc:reft of the proprietor, 
even if he ihould not polTefs [ufficient humanity and virtue to 
make him aCt: as his duty required.--;A negleCt of fuch Negroes 
would difpirit th~ gang, and particularly affect any relations or 
fdends which they might have upon the eirate. 

In what manner are the Negroes fed? . 
It is fo different in the different Iflands, that it will pe difficult 

to reply ~o that queftion with precifion-In the Ceded Hlands, 
and in thofe Iflands where land is plenty, and the periodical rains 
pretty conftant, the Negroes cultivate confiderable traCts of land 
for their own benefit-in fuch cafe their oWners ape not under the 
neceffi.ty of fllpplying the good Negroes with fo large a quantity 
of what is called ground provifions as they otherwife mufr be­
they will very often refufe what is called their allowance, or if 
they receive it give it to their goats, their pigs, or their poultry­
the general allowance of provilions given to thofe who will re­
:[::eive it, is from · fix: to ten quarts of Indian corn, flour of 
Guinea corn, or a very ample allowance of yams, p::ltatoes, 

.eddoes or taniers (a fpecies of root) ;-ig. Grenada, Of thofe 
Wands cultivated by the French. meal of caJfada from fix to 
ten quarts, from fix to ·ten herrings, or inuead of herrings from 
,two to three pounds of faIt filb. and on [orne plantations the 
like weight of beef or pork, are given for a week's fubfifrence­
J confine my obfervations on feeding the. Negroes to the' Ceded 
1fiands. 

Is the allowance [uch as is fully fufficient for the fupport of 
the Negroes? 

I conceive that no hearty able man would have rea[on to com­
plain of fuch an allowance of provifions-I had forgot to add, 
that a very principal part of the provifions allowed the Negroes 
in the Ceded IOands confill:ed of plantanes, of which they are 
allowed (when they receive plantanes) from fifty to [eventy per 

Y week, 



week, obicrving that the plantanes in the Ceded Iflands are not 
t he fa me with thofe of Jamaica, but of a lefs fize. 

Is the allotment of land, together with the provifion~ given:' 
more than is fuffici ent for the fubfiilence of the Negro. 

An induilriolls careful Negro will be enabled, from the pro­
d uce of his lan d, not only to have much more provifions th an he 
can confllme, but to difpofe of fo much produce, an d fuch a 
quan tity of poultry, pork, and goats flelh, as to enable him to 
clothe himfelf, his wives, and his children, very handfomely. 

Is he permit ted by his mailer .to dirpofe of that pro­
perty ? 

I believe, if a mafter oppofed his difpofition of it, it would 
p robably occafion an infurrection on the plantation. 

Did you ever ·know or ever hear of an inilance in which a 
p roprietor interfered with a N.egro's difpefition of their pro­
perty ? 

I think yes-.I think I have known w.here provifions have been 
[carce, t,hat a mailer has objected to a Negro'S carrying his pro­

·vilions from the eftate to fell ·; but thofe inilances are very rare, 
and the gang has been (hewn the impropriety of fuffering it. 

Then is the Committee to llnderiland that fuch interference, 
when it does happen, does not go beyond the mailer's expecta­
t ion of having a preference in the pUl'chafe from his Negroes of 
provifions for the ufe of his own N egroes? 

The mailer does not take it f-rom him, or oblige him to fell 
.i t againil hi s will, but will not confent to his going off the plan­
tation to difpofe of it .in time of fcarcity. 

. Then if .the Negro is difpofed to Sen, does not the mafl:er 
.purchafe from him, as he would from any indifferent perfon ? 

Yes-but a Negro will feldom fell to his own mafter [0 cheap 
.as he would fell .to a [hanger. 

Do not the proprietors in fact frequently purchafe flock, poul­
.try, and other things from their own Negroes? 

. Three-fourths of all the poultry and pork the planter eats are 
pUf<:hafed from the Negroes, either his own or other people's'. 

For what crimes or offences are Negroes punilhed on the planta­
ltions" and what is the nature and extent of that punil11inent ? 

The 
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The general crimes for w.hich punilhment of any degree of 
feverity is infliCted, are defertion, breaking open the il:ores, and 
fiealing rum, fugar, or flIt provifions, breaking open Negro-hou­
fes, or the houfes (Jf people in town, robbing the other Negroes 
gr!>unds, and fimilar forts of ofi"ences.-This punilhment con­
fills in a number of lalhes, from twerity to forty, upon the pofte­
'riors-feldorn more-I fpeak in general.-Exceptions to the rule 
prove the generality of ir.-:-There are cruel, fevere, and inpumaa 
people to be rpet with every where. 

Is death intliCted for any crime, and what? 
The laws of each particular colony point out what crimes are 

declared to be capital-but during my refidence in the Well: In­
dies I have fcarcely known any fentence affeCting the life of a 
Negro executed, except in the cafe of premeditated murder.--I 
have known the fame Negro, repeatedly conviCted of burglaries, 
have no other puniilinlent than a whipping, much.lefs fevere than 
that'of a foldier fentenced by a court martial for [mall offences; 
Jmall incomparifon to fuch crimes.-I had a Negro of my own, 
who I am Cure, at different times, broke open at leail: fifty houfes, . 
reckoning Negro-houfesamong the number.-The only punilh~ 
'ment that he feemed to be reformed by, was one lafh every morn­
ing for about fix weeks-He was fo affeCted by that, that he be~ 
;haved well ·for two years together; but at lail: returned to his old 
praCl:ices, and died a natural death upon· the plantations. 

Does the degree of labour performed by the Negroes exceed or 
fall iliort of that performed by labourers in other countries? 

If alabouring man ill any part of Europe was to work no harder 
than a Negro, I do not fuppofe he could gain his bread.-I con­
;ceive the labour of a Negro to be flight, compared with any field 
labour in any part of Europe ·that I have feen. 

Are the Negroes affetled by the heat of the climate? . 
Much lefs fo thaA. Europeans; and in general they are [0 fond 

i)f heat, that they fle(ip with fire in their houCes-the rain is what 
feems to injure them moil:; and it is therefore in the Ceded Iflands, 
wlMch aie much fubjetl to rain, tha,t . they are called out of the 
field and {en-t to .their houfe&., whenever the rains are heavy or can· 
1inual. 

Is not the punifhment ia getJ.~r.al inflitled in the plantations a 
flight whipping: . . ..' 

Yes-or confinement in the frocks at the time of noon, or after 
the.ir 
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their work in the afternoon; there are few Negroes that would 
not prefer the whipping to the being fo locked up. 

Is not that whipping in general a few lathes? 
For flight offences, fuch.as not coming to their time to worK, 

they are generally {!:ruck over their doaths. 

Do not the Britilh planters prefer parting with their Negroes 
that are incorrigible, to the difagreeable neceffity of repeatedly 
correCting them? 

It is difficult to find any body who wHl purchafe a Negro of 
notorious bad charaCter, and therefore it frequently happens that, 
to get rid of them, they are fent to fome foreign iflands, or North 
America, at the hazard of receiving little or nothing for the fale 
of them. 

Is the labour of the Negroes greatell: at the .time of taki~ ott 
the crop, or at other times? 

In the Weft Indies, as in all other countries, the time of the 
harvell: is generalJy the time of the moll: unremitting labour, but 
it is alfo that of conviviality and happinefs-the Negroes are ge­
nerally therefore more healthy, and better fatisfied, in the time of 
the crops than at any other time of the year. 

And then the Counfel and Witnefs ·were diroCted to 
. withdraw. 

Sabbati, ., 6° die Februarii 1790. 

THE CounCeI .and WitoeCs called in as before • 

~ The Witnefs having in a former anfwer flated. that 
incorrigible Slaves are often fold by the mall:er froI1l 

, off the I1land, defired to add. in explanation. That.it fre .. 
', quently bappens, however deflrous the mafter may.be 
, to difpofe of his Slave, ~t may not IJe in his power fo 

to do, . the Slave being mortgaged or under jointure. 

Then 



Then the Counfelprocee4ed in their examinatien. 

In fuch mortgages or marriage fettlem~nts, are there covenants 
_ to keep up the pre<;:ife number of the !tock of N(lgroes fa mort-

gaged or fettled ? -
I believe fo in every well-drawn deed. 

Is it pollible to keep up fuch frock of Negroes, utilefs by impor­
otation of freih Negroes? 

It i-s pollible certainly, for in fome e!tates it is done, but in ge-
.neral far otherwife. -

1s the puniihment of whipping, which you have defcribed, in­
:flicred for public or private offences? 

I confine myfe1f to plantation punifhment-it frequently hap­
pens, that when offences -of a public nature are .eommitted, if not 
very atrocious, and the Negro of infamous charatl:er, that the 

_ perfons offended remit the Negro to the mafl:er for that puniili. 
ment, for- which he would otherwife be puniihed by public 
jufl:ice. 

How many Negroes, or what proportion of Negroes, is)-equired 
for every acre of land in cultivation of a fugar-plantation ? 

I conceive at leafl: one Negro to every acre. 

How many, or what proportion, in the cotton-plantations? 
It depends very much on the foil and feafon-if cotton is not 

attacked by the chenille or caterpillar, and the weather is dry, fo 
that but little weeding is wanting, I fuppofe a Negro will take 
care of three acres of cotton-under contrary circumfl:ilnces, I 
think it would r.equire as many Negroes to attend cotton as fugar 
-when I fay one Negro to an acre, I fuppofe the gang not to 
have a great number of old people, nor a great number of chi!­
.dren in it-if there are, more would be required. 

Does it confifl: with your experience to conclude, that ~ fuffi­
cient fupply of NegrGes to cultivate the Il1ands could be pri>­
cured without the importation of Africans? 

Surely not. 

Account to the Committee h()w it happens, though lIpan fome 
few particular plantations the fl:ock of Negroes is kept up, yet that 
in g~neral fuch is not the cafe? . 

Z I conceive 

. \ 
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-I conceive the reaCons to be various-fome fitllations are unheal-
, thy-but I believe the great reaCon is the piCproportion of nples to 
females-to the difeafes the fex is particularly 'fobjeCt to--from 
the length of time the well-difpofed Negro women fuckle their 
children, ' fo that it feldom happerrs a breeding woman 'has two 
childron ti.Jlan ,interval of two years or more-to the promifcuous 
amours of many-to a cufiom the Negro young women have vf 
procuring abortion, which is very common among thofe who are 
diifolute, and confider themfelves handfome.-Where the propor­
tion of females exceed the males, it very fddom happens that ,the 
Negroes u.pon the plantations do not increafe.-I can mention a 

' circumfial'lce' \\rhich will put the matter beyond all douht :-'Two 
eftates were [ettled, or begun to be fettled, about the fame time, 'in 
Antigua, the one called Carline's, now belonging to Sir Ralph 

' Payne-the name of the other I do not know, but it belongs to 
Mr. William Mackennin.-Mr. Carline, wh.;> fettled the one, 
purchafed chiefly new Negro young women-old Mr. Macken­
l1in (father of the prefent gentleman) on the uther hand, thought 

, it befi to pUl'chafe chiefly young male Negroes, from whofe labour 
he might expeCt more immediate returns.-:-At the end of about 

, fifty years old Mr. Mackennin died-he is faid to have purchafed 
the gang twice over; and when he died, a very large fum of monoy 
was required to purchafe fufficient Negroes to work the efiate.­
On the contrary, on Sir Ralph Payne's eftate there were ,very few 
Negroes who were not born on the efiate; and 'he had fo great 
a furplus of labourers, as to be able to gain very 'large fums of mo­
ney by letting them out to work ,upon other ,eftates-I was at An­
tigua at the time Mr. Mackenriin ,died at 'Bath-this circum­
fiance firuck me very forcibly.~It may be naturally afked, why 
does not every perJon who is able f6110w the fame plan as Mr. 
Carldle-the ,lJilfwer is 6bVious, the number of breeding women 
that are brought over do not, I believe, exceed, on an average, a 
fourth of the cargo- if one perfon ·therefore purchafes young wo­

"men"ot;hcfs,muft fiill have a greater proportion of males. 

'Are not in'fl:ances very few of the plantations in which the fiack 
,of Negroes is kept up by breeding? 

~ be~ieve very fe~.-Another reafon which prevents the popu­
latIOn l~ the 'Weft Indies is, the diforders which Negro children 
are fubJeCl to, particularly that diforder which carries them dlf 
within nine days of their birth, and which is called the jaw-fall. 

Y
Do the N~gro children then die early 'in ,great npmbers,? 

es. 
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Is that owing to any want of care of the proprietor -or-thofe 
who have the charge of the efbte, or of proper attendance, fuch 
as is required by per[ons in that fituation, to whi-ch you attribute 
the mortality among the children r ) 

By no means-I found thefe deaths fo freqllent, and thought 
the breeding children fo effential to the well-being of a planta­
tion, that I built an hofpital clofe to my houfe, that I might have 
nn opportunity ofinfpecting the conduCt of it; and appropriated 
two rooms in it for the ufe of lying-in women-I found it a 
cuftom among the women never to give the children the breaftfor 
feveral days, all edging that their milk was not good, and there­
fore got fome of their friends to fuckle their children for two or 
three days-This cuftom I with difficulty broke through, by al ­
ledging the abfurdity of it, and the contrary praCtice in their own 

-country--:lt was cuftomary with them to walli the children with 
wa£m water that had rum mixed with it, as foon as they wen: 
born-I perfuaded them, as in their own country, to ufe cold water. 
-I would not fuffer their companions and friends to vilit them 
ali they ufed to .do in their own houfes, who frequently would 
carry rum to the lying-in women, who would be apt to faU aGeep,' 
_and leave the child to fleep in wet cloaths-TheiT rooms in their 
own houfes are extremely ho~~ and admitting cold air frequently 
c;ontributed much to give the i-nfants colds; a ftoppage of perfpi­
ration was the confequence, which fpeedily terminated in death. 
-From the time I took the precautions above-mentioned to my 
leaving Tobago, I had four or five children born in the new hof­
pital, and did not lofe one of them. 

Is not the labour of pregnant women on plantations in general 
-'Very light! 

Too much fo-rr,any of them, by the time they are five 
-months gone with.child, complain when -they are put to very flight 
labour, and become fo fedentary as for it t{) be injurious both to 
themfelves and infant-thofe who work the hardeft, and continue 
the longeft without laying themfelves up, I have generally ob­
ferv:,ed to have the frou-teft chi.Jdren and eafiefr births. 

What is the fort-of labour pregnant womell are pu-t to? 
As foon as they complain ~hey are generally put into what i~ 

called the fecond gang-they ace not out fa eady in the morning, 
.are employed in weeding, planting proviliolls, or other light la. 
bour; and as they increafe in their pregnancy are employed in 
fuelling .peas, Indian corn, or .collecting thofe provilions for what 
.is called the pot gan$. and 1 never knew, even among thofe who 

frem 
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from,an,cient prejudices' confider a chi ld born on the e{tate to coll: 
as much or more than a new Negro before they come to be 
ufeful on ,an e{tate, treat pregnant women with any want of ten­
dernefs. 

Is the ,ntlmber of perfons who entertain the prej udices you lafr 
,mentioned at all confiderable? 

I believe not-on the contrary, it is now the pride of a 
manager to. fhew a number of young children in good order. 

What do you mean by the pot gang? 
, A pot gang confifis of Negroes who, either froln idlenefs , or 
inability, are not willing or able to procure and dre[3 provifions for 
themfelves-the provifions they grow in their own grounds, and 
the having them in plenty> being the marks of a good Negro. 
it is difgraceful to any Negro to be fed with what is called tha 
pot gang, except when it is occafiolled by ficknefs. 

Is there a fick haufe or hofpitaJ, and proper attendance, medi­
cal and other, for the fick upon the plant,ltio/ls ? 

Yes-upon eveq plantation of any m~gnitude. 
" 

Are the Negroes, when fick, taken all proper and reafonable 
care of? 

They are. To (hew the nature of the care and attention paid 
~o the Negroes, I beg leave to mention, that in the ifiand of To­
'bago, fome {hort time previous to its capture, the place where 
part of theJoldiers were quartered was a very unhealthy fpot, the 
[oldiers were very fickly" and particularly affliCted with ulcerated 
legs-fre{h meat provifions were difficult to procure for them­
the gentlemen of the Wand fl,lbfcribed rums of money to be hid 
out in the purchafe of [uch provifions, or [upplied them with 
provifions inftead of their fub[cription money-feveral took the 
foldiers into their Negro ho[pitals, where th.ey received the fame 
care and attention that the Negroes did - they found the benefit 
from it they ex petted ; and I think Major Stanhope. the ,com­
manding officer of the tr09ps, gave the gentlemen public thanks 
for their care. 

Are not lying.,in women attended by furgeons and midwives? 
Yes. 

Have not other Negroes, when lick, medical advice and affifi· 
~nce'? 
, Yes. 

Is 
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Is not in general a perfon of medical ikill -and experience an· 
-n ually retained in the fervice of plantations, for the purpofe of 
t?king care of the Negroes? 

I know no plantation without. 

Do not thofe perfons ordinarily viiit the plantati ons feveral 
times a week, befides being fent for on particular emergencies? 

It is their duty to do fo; and if they fail, they are generally 
difcharged, and others employed in their ftead. 

How are the Negroes in general lodged? 
They have very comfortable good houfes. 

Is it not a part of the character of managers and overfeers, and 
coniidered as a neceffary qualification, to enable them to obtain 
employment, that they are careful of Negroes under their direc­
tion, and treat them properly ? 

Such qualification, and the kindnefs of a manager's behaviour to 
his Negroes, fo as to conciliate their affections while he makes 
them do their buiinefs, is to me a recodSmendation fuperior to 
his !kill as a planter ; and, I believe, iii [0 to mon: people. 

Is not the character of maIlagers and overfeers in that refpett 
generally blOwn? 

Surely, one of the firft things enquired after. 

Then, in what efl:imation is a manager or overfeer of a cruel 
and inhuman character, as to his treatment of Negroes, held? 

No perf on would employ him, if they believed him fuch. 

Is the circumftance of treatment, as above, in the nature of 
it, fuch in that country as that it can be practifed with [ecrecy, or 
without being known? 

Scarcely pollible. 

Upon coniideration offood, labour, lodging, treatment, and all 
thefe circumftances, have you been able to make any comparifon 
between the condition of Nc¥groes in the Weft Indies and that of 
poor labourers in this country, or any other part of Europe; and 
what is the refult of that comparifon ? 

I do not conceive the poor of any country are better provided 
for or Jive happier, -than the generality of Negroes upon planta­
tions in the Weft Indies-in many circumftances they have nn 
evident fuperiority-their labour is flight-they are taken gvod 

A a care 
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ca,re of in fic knefs, as well as in heal th, and have no occafion t() 
fear the diftrcifes of their children, in confequence of their ina­
b ility to la:bour- but, on the other hand, they certainly have not 
tho fe means of bettering their condition which many of the poor 
in EnglaA d of indu lhy, gen ius, and ability may avail theinfe!ves 
Gf-perhaps, therefore, there cannot be a proper comparifon 
drawn. 

I s the aCtual fia te ann condition of N egroes in the Weft Indies 
better Qr worfe than th at of the labouring poor in this or any 
other part of Eu rope with whi ch you are acquainted t 

I think, in general, their lot is to be envied by the poor of all 
the countries I have feen. 

Are there no t feveral epidemical difea[es which prove fatal to 
N egroes in the'Vefi Indies , and contribute to their depopula­
tion ? 

T here certainly are. 

Does it frequently happen that by thofe difeafes numbers even 
of the ftrongeft and healthieft are carried off? 

Epidemical difeafes are frequent and fatal in all countries be­
tween the Tropics ; but the Negroes bring with them fome dif­
orders from Africa, which are very contagious, and to which their 
companions are fubjeCt in the Weft Indies, which are very deftruc­
tive-particularly the yaws, a diforder which no ne uf the medical 
men in the Weft Indies kn ow how to cure-it kill s many-it 
conti nues upon fome for two or three years, and renders them 
fometime s miferable objtCts for the reft of their Ii ves; ye t they 
are !till nourilhed and protected by their maftcrs .- Anothe r dif­
order in the new-fettled lIlands is that of ulcerated legs-the 
number of Negroes loft in the fcttl ement of the new Wands with . 
that complaint h.as been very confiderable. 

In the diftribution of food to the head of a Negro family, is 
there a particu.lar quantity allowed for each child, in proportion to 
its refpective age? 

Till a child is ten years old it is u[ual to give half the allow­
anoe of a grown perfon for every ch\ ld, and after that age full 
allowance. 

What property has a Negro Slave ? 
Strictly fpeaking , and confidering the dift.inction of wafter and 

:Slave, I do not c.onceive a Negro can be [aid to have rropertf j but 
(as 
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~as pofitive laws give way in all countries to general opinion) when 
-we fee the molt pofitive laws violated from a falfe point of honour 
-or failiioH, it is not to be wondered at that a better motive iliould 
fupercede thofe laws which are not founded on the bafis of 
juftice-the property therefore which Negroes poifefs in the Weft 
Indies is [ecur-ed to them by the public opinion, and the general 
conduct: of their mail:ers, in a more fecure manner than perhaps it 
is in any other part of the world~I mean their perfonal property, 
which no maJl:er WOtild dare to violate, without being expofed to 
deteftation and contempt-but what is frill more extraordinary, 
when the mafter himfelf is ruined, his effetls, his plantations, and 
his Negroes fold to fatisfy his creditors, the property the Negro 
poifeifes, though very confiderable, is inviolably preferved to him­
he carries his goods and money with him to the plantation of the 
-perf on who buys him.-With refpetl to their Negro-ground, 
though they enjoy all the profits of it, yet they can only be confi­
dered as ,tenants at will; but even that fpecies of property is feldom 
violated, or that ground , exchanged for other ground, without 
making them fatisfatlion for the crop on the ground.-Even when 
they die the Negroes diftribute their effetls among their relations 
or friends without controul. 

Can you fpeak particularly of the quantity of property pof­
feifed by any particular individual amongft the Negroes? 

In general the 'Negroes conceal their money, and do not chufe 
to be confidered as rich.-I had myfelf a Negro (a carpenter) 
named Jeffrey, who, while he was my Slave, purchafed-his wife's 
freedom of a lady in Montferrat, at the price of about [,.80 
frerling. - In her name he poffdled two houfes in the town 
of Scarborough in Tobago-he had a great deal of ready mo­
ney, and I believe was worth [,.600 or [,. 700 fterling at leaft. 
-He folicited me for his freedom, which he well merited.-I en­
deavoured to diifuade him from his requeft; but upon his alledging 
that his property might be loft to him in cafe of his wife's death, 
I gave him his freedom; for which Governor Dillon made him 
p~y [,. 50 fterling for public purpofes.-l have reafon to thin k 
he has fince loft above half of what he was worth. 

Is that a lingular inftance, or do you recolletl fimilar illftarttes, 
in which Negro Slaves have been in poifeffion of confiderable pro­
perty, though not to an equal amount as in the laft cafe? 

There are many of them that are poifeifed of a great deal of 
property-I cannot fay to what amount, but almoft all the fmall 
currell.t money of the IUand is in the poff'effion of the N egroes.­

The 
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The Slave I brought with me from Tobago took with him in 
canl to Grenada aboutL. 100 fterling-he gave £.20 of it to a 
lifier of his at Grenada, to help to purchafe her freedom; and fent 
back to Tobago about forty guineas, and den red that it might 
be laid out in the purchafe ofa young Negro for him;-The reft 
he laid out in the purchafe of linen and other things for his 
wives, or took it with him to Jamaica. 

Are there many infiances in which Negro Slaves have been 
t11cmfell'es the mailers of Slaves? 

I believe that is not common-it is an indulgence few mafters 
give. 

Are there any infiances ? 
I know of none but what I have mentioned. 

Is the price of Negroes lately increafed, and to what do you at­
tribute that increafe ? 

When I firfi knew the Wefi Indies, I bought 'Windward Coaft 
and Ebo Negroes at about 26 or £.27 fterling a head- prime 
Negroes ;-when I left the Wefi Indies, in March 1788, I gave 
£.41 fterling for a conliderable number of the fame Negroes at 
Grenada-I have lince heard of a cargo of 402 Negroes felling at 
Jamaica for £.49 fierling a head on the average. . 

Has the report of the abolition of the African Trade encreafed 
the price of Negroes in the Weft Indies? 

I {hould imagine fo-every gentleman is as capable of making 
an anfwer to that queftion as myfelf. 

Had the report of the abolition of the Slave Trade reached the 
Weft Indies before JOu quitted it ? 

Yes-but few people feemed to give credit to fuch a report: 

vVhat effeCt did that report produce in the Weft Indies? 
Leaving the Windward Hlands, by the time I got to Ja!llaica 

the alarm was very great-and the gentlemc;n in that Ifland were 
extremely apprehenlive.-The idea of the Slaves being to have 
their freedom given them, and other reports that were indufiriouDy 
circulated from England, of an intention to aboliili Slavery, and 
.the Slave Trade, made them extremely appreheniive that a general 
infurrection amongft the Negroes might be the confeq ueeE:e. 

If 
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If Great Britain {bould prohibit the African Slave Trade, is it 
your opinion that prohjbition will prevent the Britilh Planters in 
the Weft Indies from purchafing Slaves? 

It would certainly be very difficuIt--'-if they could not procure 
new fupplies, the labour of the Slaves theypoffefs muft be in'­
creafed, or the produce of their efiates muil: be leffened-in the 
former ·cafe their difficul.ties wou,)'d increafe, as their additional Ia.­
bour would flilreiy be pf0duaive of a more rapid decreafe of the 
labourers.,-they would therefore run all ~ifks to fupply them­
[elves, while their credit or fortune would enable them to do fo , 
and iot is probable they might purchafe them on cheaper terms 
than they do now from thofe nations who would be unrivalled 
in that commerce of wfuich we enjoy fa great a lhare-aJ:ld as a 
proof that fuch conjeaure is well founded, I beg leave to il;jform 
the Committee, that Mr. Hartman, of Santa Crl,[z, .told me a lhort 
time fiiIce that the Gold Coaft cargo fold at that Wand very lately, 
.did not average more than [,.4-0. 

Suppofing the African Negro trade effeauaIIy aboliilied, fa that 
the Britifh planters could procure no fupplies of Africans, what 
would be the confequerace to the Britilh plantations in the '\¥ eft 
Indies? 

A very rapid decline of every fpecies of produce-at what point ' 
it "muld ftop I cannot conjecture. 

Is not an annual fapply of African Negroes nece{fary to pre[erve 
thofe colonies, even in their pre[ent ftate, without the cultivation 
of a fingle acre of new land! 

I believe abfolutely fo in all thecohmie.s. 

Having mentioned that there is a great difproportion of male 
and female Slaves, how is a proprietor to Iupply his male Negroes 
with wives. the means of continuing the fpecies.,_if no Africans are 
to be brought r 

I do not know~ 

If there iliould be no further fupply of Afri-can Negroes ~o the 
Weft Indies, would not the labour to be performed by thore that 
are there prohably fall heavier upon them? 

It muft either do fo. or the produ(e be diminiilied-I lhould 
fuppofe the latter would be the confequence; becaufe, if people in­
creafe the labour of their Negroes above· their ftrengih. they would 
~efeat their own purpofes, and deft roy their Negroes. 

If the Negroes in the Weft Indies, and particularly the males, 
B b underftood 



underItood that no more new Negroes were ever to be brought 
among them, what effect do you think it would produce upon 
them r . 

It is matter of opinion, but it probably will appear 'not to be 
ill founded, when I fay my opinion is, they would be· very un­
happy; becaufe the Negroes of the eflates which have been und~r 
my care: are always {oliciting for more help (whi'Ch is their ex­
prd 1ion) when a Negro ,cargo arrives-and fometimes the young 
men particularly folicit to have wives bought for them. 

If Great Britain fhould prohi.bit her fbips from going to the 
Coan of Africa, would that prohibition produce an abolition of 
the African N egro trade, or only throw it inte) the hands of 
forei gners ? 

Sure.ly it would only operate partially, and could not prel/ent 
other natioDls from carrying on the traffic.. 

Are other nations folicitous to extend tbe {hare tbey have of the 
African Negro trade? 

The publ~c proclal1~ations and encoaragcments held oat by 
France and Spain to their fubjects, ar.e certainly a fufficient reply 
to that queftion-the defire of their poifeffing more Negroes for 
.the ule of their col0nies than heretofore, appears from their open­
ing their ports in the Weft Indies and South America to re(:eive 
the Slaves brought in .the !hips of foreigners; and the many con­
tracts made by the French merchants in Farticular with thofe 
of Great Britain for fupplying their !hips with Negroes . on 
the coaft of Africa, are evident proofs of their Wial to increafe 
their number of Negroes for the increafed cultivat,ion of thei.r· 
ImdL . 

And then the CounCd and W:itnefs were direCl:eci 
to withdraw. 

Martis, 90 die Februarii 1790. 

T HE CounCe! as befor.e being ,called ,in,; and having flated to the 
Committee, That they had do-fed the.ir Examination of Mr. 
~rancklyn, The Committee thought pmper to defer the Examina~ 
llOll of him by the members of the Committee until a futute day*. 

Vide PaEe 128. 

The 
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'The COHnfel then proceeded 1Il their Examination, 
.and cailed 

$ir ASHTON WARNER BY AM, His Majeftfs Attorney 
·General for Grenada -and .its dependencies. 

When did you .firft go to the Weft Indies? 
In March 1765. 

To what partofcthc W dHndies:? 
To Antigua. 

How long did you continue at Antigua:? 
I refided at Antigua till ·the latter end of 177o-from lbence 1 

-went to the Ifland of SL Vincent, where I purchafed an eftate; 
.and continued to refi dethere till 17-74, at w.hich time I went to 
·Grenada, and refided there as Solicitor General tiH it was cap­
-tared ·in 1779-after which .[ refided- dur.ing the ceft of the war 
part}.y ·in St. Vincent, partly -in Tobago, aNd aDout twelve months 
in Antigua again-in 1783 I was appointed Attorney General, re­
turned to Grenada, and have refided there till-the firft of June lan, . 
when.I embarked :for England. 

Are you :It ihis time the owner of any lands in 'the Weft In­
,dies? 

None, but an uncultivated traB: of land in the Ifhnd of Do­
:minica, which I never intend -to Iettk, having fold my eftate .in 
:8t. Vincent..in '178B.. 

Did you purchafe the land .in St. Vincent under faith of the 
1>roclamation fubfequent to the ceffion 'of .the Iflan'ds by the Treaty 
,of Paris? 

The land I firft purchafed was French leafehold - the other 
:lands COntiguous I bought either immediately from the Cmwn, 
Ql from thofe who had pUJ:<:hafed from the Crown. 

At that period how were lands cultivated, ilS well in the Ceded 
I1lands as in all the other Iflands ? 

• By thebbour of Negro Slaves. 

Is it necelfary. for the purpofe of keeping up a ftock of Negro 
!Slaves, that there !houldbe .a continual importation of Slaves from 
Africa 1 

I found 



I found it fo to my own cofts; and as far as my obfervation 
and experience, in twenty-four years refidence, can lead me to 
form a judgment. I conceive fuch importation to be abfolutely 
nccelTary. 

For the purpofe of d earing new land, is it not necefTary not 
only to keep up the fiock, but incre4fe it ? . 

Every increafed qllantity of land, whether new or old. will 
require an additional quantity of Negroes ,to cultivate it. 

If you could have forefeen that it was poffible that the abo­
lition of the Slave Trade could have been carried at any future 
period, would you have purchafed lands in the Ceded Illands, un­
der the circuillfiances ftated ? 

Moil: alTu redly not, either in the Ceded Qr the Old IfIands. 

Is there any quantity of land in the Ceded Wands now un­
c ultivated? 

A confiderable quantity, both in Dominica, Grenada, and St. 
Vincent's - but as to the number of acres I cannot form a 
judgment. 

W ere all the grants of land in the Ceded Illands, as far as 
your experience direCts you. made purfuant to the terms of the 
proclamation ? 

I believe fo. 

Are Slaves a fubjeCt of property? 
They are fo in all the Iflands I know. 

Being fubjeCts of property, ar~ they fetth:d on m.arriages .. or are 
they objeCts of mortgage? 

Both. 

, In fuch mortgage deeds or marriage fettlements are there u1'uaUy 
covenants to keep up the precife numbeI' of Slaves fo {ettltd or 
mortgaged ? . 

I have known inftances of fuch covenants in fettlernents arret 
mortgages, but cannot fay that they are uniformly irifert6f.; hut' 
in leafes of plantations and Slaves~ fuch a covenant is abnoft cou .. 
ft_ntly inferted. 

Can a perfon making fuch covenant be {ecured againfttbtpenalties 
Gf 
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of the covenant, unlds he has a power of importing or purchaf­
-ing Slaves imported? 

I am fatisfied that he never could fulfil fuch covenant, without 
an opportunity of pure haling Slaves, beyond what the popula­
tion would give him. 

Slaves being fuch fpecies of property, liable to be fettled on 
marriages, or mortgaged for the purpofe of railing money, would 
not any means taken to defeat the objeCts of fuch marriage fet­
tlements or mortgages be attended with ruin to many families? 

As far as fuch ruin would be produced by the diminution or 
total lofs of the fecurity, I Ihould certainly think fo. 

Defcribe the nature of criminal j urifprudence, as exercifed 
amongft Slaves? 

I believe the mode of trying Slaves for luch offences-as are cog­
.nizable by the magiftrates varies in the different iflands-in Gee-­
nada, with which I am beft acqliainted, a Slave is triable for fmall 
offences bef"re one magiftrate-for offences of a higher nature, or 
<Times that may affeCt his life. he is triable before two or more 
magiftrates, one being of the quorum-and lince I left the Ifland. 
1 underftand a law has been paifed. borrowed from the praCtice in 
Antigua, by which three or more freeholders. or per[ons qualified 
.to fit as jurors. are direCted to be called in by the magiftrates, either 
_as jury, or as aifeifors with the juftices. 

Is the criminal law .exercifed amongfi: Slaves in your judgment 
:fevere in its nature? 

When compared with the pun-ilhment · infliCted in 'England 011 

.the fame offences, I think it far from. being revere. 

What punilhments are infliCted on Slaves by the mafter or ma­
,nager, without the interference of any criminal judicature r 

Whipping acnd c;onfinement are the ollly one", which I know are 
·confidered as tolerated or legal-the quantity of puniiliment will 
'lJfl-doubtedly vary according to the difpofition of the mafter; but 
any undue exerci[e or abufe of the power of a mafter over his 
.Slaves, was always confide.red as an offence punilhable by ' indiCt­
,ment or information. 

:Is [uch abu[e frequent, 01' otherwife ? 
If the infiances are frequent, they have never come within my 

;knowledge; and, confidering the nature of the power necdrary in 
-.the relation between Maner and Slave, and confidering the variety 

.c c of 
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t)f per[ofls who may acquire that power, I 'have always thQught the 
inftances of abufe of it not more frequent under thofe circum­
fiances than the inftances of ftmilar abuCe of power in England. 

Have .courts of juftice in your experience been always ready te 
'give effect to preCecutioFls for fuch abufes, or have they difcoun­
,ten anced them? 

In the few inftances in which I have had occalion to profecute 
. perfons char.ged with fu.ch abuCe of power in our Court of King's 
Bench, both the court and the juries have always appeared to me 
¥ery deftrolls of feeing offenders brought to juil:ice, and of having 
them puniJhed in an exemplary manner. 

1s the fyftem ·.of laws in the Weft JQdies., as far as you have 
been acquainted with them, fufficient for the purpofe of protect­
ing Slaves in life .and lim b ·? 

I,n ,genera.l I think it is; thQugh I have no doubt fome may ef­
cape who have lDeen ,guilty of an undue exercife of thei.r power 
·over their Slaves. 

In .your office.of attorney general, have ycm ever prafe-cuted ~ 
White Man for the murder @f a Negro; and what was the COl1-

fequence1 
.r have not; but when I was {olicitor general, I remember~ 

about the year 1775 or 1776, a Whit.e Mall was tried fOf the 
murder of a Slave (either his own.or ill his iervice) and coriviCted 
,of [uch murder. 

Was he ,executed in lCl3mfeq\!lence .of iuch convict.ion.? 
He was. 

Before the execution took place, was there any q·ueftion ())f the 
power of awarding the fentence of death? 

A motion in arreft .of judgment was made~ on the ground that 
the party killed being a Slave, the perfon convicted ought not to 
fuffer the penalty of death,; and as a contrary practice had fub­
fIfted in one or mo.re of the old Illands, by vir,tl!le of [orne local 
law, the C?lIrt of King's Bench affigned .counfel for ,the prifoner. 
and the .pOint. was foIe~nly argued; and after the argulllCl1.ts., the 
court ·determIned unammouily, as well as I remember, that it was 
no ground for arrefting the judgment. and fentence was accord­
ing! y pronounced. 

'since .that judgment, has any lawyer or other perfon. to your 
knowled,ge,. 



[ 101 ] 

'knowledge, doubted of the power of awarding fuch fentence, Of' 

of the probability of its being awarded in fimilar inil:ances ? 
There was hardly any doubt among profeffional men at the 

time; and I confidered the _court's directing the queftion to be ar­
.gued, as a matter {If tenderrn:fs to the pri10ner, and to remove any 
Iuch doubt being entertained in the community : and I believe, 
:fince that period, no perf on has entertained a doubt, but what a 
,prifoner convicted of filch murder would fuffer exactly in the fame 
manner as if the party killed were a free perfon. • 

Defc~ibe the daily labour of a Negw Slave in thofe manas 
where you ha\le refided? 

The practi-ce on my own plantation, and on all others, as far 
.as I have ,had occafion to O'bferve, was, for the Slaves to be at their 
work in the field by break of day (except the women who had 
lucking (;hildcen. and who were always allowed an hour or an hour 
.and an half Qeyood that time for their coming to work)-they 
continued at work till about nine b'dock, at which time they had 
balf an hour for breakfalting in the field-the work was renewed 
till noon, at which time -they were allowed two hours reft in their 
boufes-they retumed to work in the afternoon, and continued 
till the clofe of day-they then threw a bundle of grafs for the 
fiock, and retired to their hou[es for the remainder of the night­
"But in crop-time, the Negroes employed in the manufacture of 
Sugar cannot have the fame regula'l" inten-als of l'eft, but continue 
to work later; and OR [orne .plantations the manufaCl:ute is car­
ried on night and day without intermiffion, by regular [pells~ botD 
-of White Servants and the Shives. 

What IS the feafon of the fevereft labour? 
As far as the .inter-ruptioD of .regular ,hours of refl, and the num­

ber of hours out of the twenty-four .employed in work, can de­
termine that queftion, the crop"feafoD is undoubtedly that of the 
jevereft labou&. ' 

Does the.excefs oflabour corUift: only in its beiBg coa.tinued for 
a greater number of hours? 

No--folBe of them employed in .the manufacture, fIlch a& 
.boilers and fiiemen, are expofed -to a degree of heat that White 
pcrfons would confider as intolerable; but which the Negroes 
.bear without fuWering. 

The c-rop-tirne being the feafon of fevCi"eft labour, IS the gang 
at that tiIll" more ullhealthy, or lefs fatis.fied with their fitua-
;tion? 

On 
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On the contrary, it is an univerfal remark, tha.t the Negroes are 
in a better condition, more healthy and cheerful, In the crop-feafoll 
than at any other time. 

Are many lands in the Cc:ded Illands cultivated by holeing; 
and is that a harder fpecies of labour than the ordinary daily la-
bour? . 

On the Sugar Plantations the only mode I know of preparing 
land for the planting of the cane, is by holeing it with the hoe, 
which is certainly a harder fpecies of labour than mof!: other works 
of the plantation; but it is only performed by the ablef!: N egroes, 
and occupies a very fmall portion of the yearly labour. . 

Is it a fpecies of labour that, when exercifed by an able Negro, 
can be termed revere ? 

I think not-and I have often feen Negro women value them­
felves on being able to go down their row of holes quicker than 
~ Negro man-Thofe employed on this work are ufually allowed 
grog for fhe men, and fugar and water for the women, and will 
continue the labour during the ufual hours, not only without re­
pining, but finging, and with great cheerfulnefs. 

Is there at that period an ex,traordinary allowance of provif:oni 
to the holeing gang? 

That may be the practice on other plantations, },ut 1 do · not 
recollect that it -was fo with me, or that my Negroes ever expeCtell 
or defired it, 

Is labour in general proportioned to the age, fex, and firength 
of the Negroes? 

Mof!: ·certainlY to the age and firength; but the fex makes ne 
difference that I remember in the field labour. 

In the article of labour, is there a particular attention paid tl) 

thofe who are invalids? 
IhvalJds, as well as women who appear to be tome months 

gone with child, are ufually plit to folne flight labour, of clean­
ing intervals between the ,canes, weeding Guinea ,grafs, or chian .. 
inl{ about the fences, or any fuch work, as much for the f!ike bf 
preventing their being totally idle, or fitting down'tob 1iluch far 
their health, as for .the work itfelf. . 

DQ you believe thls to be 1he general practice mrotf.gbol.lt the 
plantations? 

.As far as my obfervation has gone it .iill 



From your knowledge of the degree of labour in which a 
Negro,is exercifed in the Well: Indies, and from your obfervatioR 
of the fiate of labourers in other countries, do you conceive that 
the labour of a Negro is more fevere than the u[ual labour of a 
common labourer ·in any part of Europe that you have been ac­
quainted withl 

I have never been in any part of Europe, excepting Great Bri­
tain, and have had very little opportunities of knowing or ell:i­
mating the degre~ of labour which the common people in Eng­
land undergo, but I fhould conjecture that fome [pecies of labour 
in England mull: be more fevere than any which the Slaves in the 
Well: Indies undergo. 

Is the labour of a Negro, in general, revere, or beyond his abi­
lity to perform? 

Not as far as my obfervation has gone. 

DefCl'ibe the fort and quantity of food allowed to a Negro 
Slave.· 

In the !firA: {ettlement of our ell:ates in Saint Vincent we were 
at a very heavy expenee in feeding the Slaves 'with various kinds of 
grain provifions in large quantities; but, after [orne years, when. 
my Slaves had made complete proviuon grounds for themfelves, 
they of their own accord offered to me, that if I wO\'lid give them 
the Saturday afternoon, out of crop-time, they would require no­
'thing but faIt previllons from me; and from that period the 
-quantities of grain pr-ovifions were fmall, being confined te the 
hofpitals, to convale[cents, and women with young children.­
Both in Saint Vincent and Grenada the quantities of provifion 
grounds which the Slaves have are fuch as not to require large 
quantities of imported provifions, except jn certain feaCoos of dry 
weather.-When it is- neeeffary to give them grain of any kind .. 
1 believe the ufual weekly allowance is eight or ten meafures. 
bat my memory does hot ferve me as to the fize of thofe mea­
f'fes, I mean whether pints or quarts. In regard to fait provi~ 
nons, they have eight, ten, or twelve herrings per week, accO'rding 
.to' the fize, or a prO'portional quantity of fait meat; and an .allow­
ance of beef, pork, and floUT, at C!uill:mas. 

~ there lIot an-tmowance to all, in proportion to the fiate or 
-condition of each individual,; and is not that allO'wance fuffi­
oci.em-t? 

The allowance is limply fttfficicnt for any Slave that will 'CIe­
"'Pte even a few hours {)f his own time to work in his ground; 

D d and 
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On the contrary, it is an univerfal remark, tha.t the Negroes are 
in a better condition, more healthy and cheerful, 10 the crop-feafClIl 
than at any other time. 

Are many lands in the Cc:ded Iflands cultivated by holeing; 
and is that a harder {pecies of labour than the ordinary daily la-
bour? . 

On the Sugar Plantations the only mode I know of preparing 
land for the planting of the cane, is by holeing it with the hoe, 
which is certainly a harder fpecies of labour than moll: other works 
of the plantation ; but it is only performed by the ablell: Negroes, 
and occupies a very fmall portion of the yearly labour. . 

'Is it a fpecies of labour that, when exercifed by an able Negro, 
can be termed fevere ? 

I think not-and I have often feen Negro women value them­
[elves on being able to go down their row of holes quicker than 
a Negro man-Thofe employed on this work are ufually allowed 
grog for t11e men, and fugar and water for the women, and will 
continue the labour during the ufual hours, not only without re­
pining, but finging, and with great cheerfulnefs. 

Is there at that period an extraordinltry allowance of provi~on'$ 
to the holeing gang? 

That may be the practice on other plantations, l!lut I do ' not 
recollect that it was fo with me, or that my Negroes eter expefrell 
or defired i t~ 

Is labour in general proportioned to the age, {ex, and llrength 
of the Negroes? 

Moll: 'certainly to the age and lI:rength; but the {ex makes nti) 
difference that I remember in the field labour. 

In the article of labour, is there a particular attention paid tG 
thofe who are invalids? 

Ihvalids, as well as women who appear to be {'orne months 
gone with child, are ufually put to forne flight labour, of clean­
ing int~rvals between the .canes, weeding Guinea ,grafs, or dean, 
ing about the fences, or any {uch work, as much for the fd.ke bf 
preventing their being totaIlr idle, or fitting down'tob thuch far 
their health, as for .the work j,tfelf. . 

DC? you believe thfs to be 1he general praCtice througbout the 
plantations? 

.As far as my obfervatian hasgQne it iss 
F.mm 
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From your knowledge of the degree of labo'ur in which a 
Negro,is exercifed in the Weft Indies, and from your obfervation 
of the ftate of labourers in other countries, do you conceive that 
the labour of a Negro is more revere than the u[ual labcmr of a 
common labourer · .jnany part of Europe that you have been ac­
·quainted with .? 

I have never been in any part of Europe, excepting Great Bri­
'tain, and have had very little opportunities of knowing or eih­
mating the degree of labour which the common people in Eng­
land undergo, but I {bould conjeCture that fome [pecies of labour 
in England muft be more fevere than any which the Slaves in the 
Weft Indies undergo. 

Is the labour of a Negro, in general, fevere, or beyond his abi­
lity to perform? 

Not as far as my obfervation has gone. 

Defcribe the fort and quantity of food aJ10wed to a Negro 
Slave.-

In the iirfl: fettlement of our efiates in Saint Vincent we were 
It a very heavy expence in feeding the Slaves 'with various kinds of 
grain provifions in large quantities; but, after fame years, when. 
my Slaves had made complete proviuon grounds for them[elves., 
they of their own accord offered to me, that if I wouid give them 
the Saturday afternoon, out of crop-time, they would require no­
thing hut falt provifions from me; and from that period the 
-quantities of grain provifions were fmaIl, being confined to the 
hofpitals, to convalefcents, and women with young children.­
Both in Saint Vincent and Grenada the quantities of provifion 
groun~ which the Slaves have are fuch as not to require large 
quantities o( imported provifiollS,except in certain [eafoos of dry 
weather.-When it is neceifary to give them grain of any kind" 
1 believe the n[ual weekly allowance is eight or ten meaJures; 
bat my memory does hot [erve me as to the 6ze of thafe mea­
fifes, I mean whether pints or quarts. In regard to fait provi~ 
:lions, rhey have eight, 'tefl, or twelve herrings -per week, according 
.to the fize, or a proportional quantity of faIt meat; and an allow­
ance of beef, pork, and flour, at C/1rifimas. 

Is there 1I0t -an-aHowance to all. in ptoportion to the ftate or 
'Condition of each individual ,; and is nGt that allowance fuffi­
deat? 

The allowance is i1mply fefficient for any Slave that will-de­
.Pte even a few hours .of his own time to work i.n his ground; 
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[mil if a Sla:ve is found falling off in condition, it is u[ual to en­
.quire into the ftate of his provi{ion groul1d~; and if, he is found 
indolent and incorrigible, he is then fed by the propnetor. 

I s there ,not an allowance for every child from the time whcn it 
is weaned; and to whom is that given? 

I fuppofe the praCtice varies on different efl:ates-my OWIl was, 
,not to g ive any fixed allowance for the children, but to direCt 
that whenever the mothers applied for any ft"lft of aililh.nce, that 
they {boud be amply fuppl ied according to their number of young 
children- I fpeak of grain provifions; for, as to faIt provilions, 
my practice, and I believe the general cuftom, was, to givc hali 
allowance for each child under the age of eight or ten, and [ucb 
allowance was given to the mother. 

What is the pot gang; and is there not a pot gang on every 
plantation; and what Slaves are fed in it? 

I never had one on my own dl:ate; I have h eard of them on 
other plantations, and underfl:ood that fuch N egroes arc fed out 
of the pot as are found inattentive to tbe furnifl1ing tberi1felves 
with provifions, or liking to eat tbe provifions that are given 
them improperly dre{fcd, fo as to render it impruden t to truft 
them wi th any part of' the care of feeding themfelves; in lieu of 
which, whenever i found on my own eftate a Slave of that de­
fcrip tion, I gave bim in charge to fome particular Negro, ufually 
of his own country, on whom I could dependJ for feeing him 
properly fcd . 

Is not that which you fpeak of, as praCtifed on your own efl:ate, 
the practice of every well-regulated plantation, where there is no 
pot gang? 

I beJieve it muft be the uniform praCtice, unlefs among the 
F rench planters of our iflands, where, I believe, they frequently 
take Negroes of that defcription into their own houfes or kitchens, 
and feed them from tbeir own table-but without fome regula­
.tion of that nature a confiderable number of Slaves would un­
doubtedly perifh. 

Are the proprietors of land in Grenada ob1iged, by the late act 
.of Grenada, to allot certain portions of land to their Negro 
Slaves? 

They ,are-gu~rd ian~ are appointed ill each di{lriCl: to infpeCt 
t he proVlfion grounds of each plantation. 

I.s 
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Is there any allowance of time for the purpofe of -cultiva-ting 
·fuch grounds fo allotted, either by law or praaice ? 

The practice of allowing the Saturday afternoon out of crop­
time, and the whole of Sunday throughout the 'year, was very· 
general; and I think the law of Grenada has enforced the prac­
tice, by fixing it from twelve o'clock of the Saturday. 

Is the portion of time ufuaJly allowed fl:lfficient for the 
.purpofe? 

It is i·n fact fufficient, not only for the purpofe of planting, 
weeding, and gathering the provifions necdlary for the Slave's 
fubfiften.ce; but it allows .him time to go to the neighbouring 
market, and difpafe of his furp]us proviLion, as well as poultry, 
ho,.gs .... and goats, for money, or goods that he wants. 

Is it not llfual, when a Negro is otherwife employed, that he 
{bould hire other Negroes to cultivate the ground appropriated to 
him? 

I cannot Cay that fuch practice has fallen under my obfervation, 
.but I have no doubt that bargains .of that nature are made among 
the Slaves. 

Is tbere ufualiy a furplus of produce on the lands allotted, be­
yond what is fufficjent to fupport the Negro ? 

There is, except perhaps of a very few worthlefs and idle Ne­
groes, which are probably to be found in all gangs of Slaves. 

Does any Negro in fact difpofe offuch furplus for his own be­
nefit? 

He does. 

Is the propertyatifing fmm the fale of fuch furplus fecure in the 
poffeffion of the Negro? 

1 never recollect an ·inflance of any mafter who interfered with 
tI!e property fo acquired by his Slave. 

Have you ·known inftances of Slavespoffeffed of property to 
any conliderable amount? 

I cannot charge my memory with particular inftances, or parti­
£ular Cums, out from the manner in which induftrious Negroes 
appear cloathedon Sundays, from the various articles of ufeful 
.and. comfortable; furniture that I have feen in their houfes, I have 

ne 
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'no doubt tbat many of them acquire annually, and difpofe of, at 
Ieafi from [,.10 to [,. 20 fterling 

Do fuch Negroes in general fpend their money openly in fuch 
l uxuries and comforts as they can procure? 

They do- and I know of no reftraint, except in the article of 
rum, there being laws exifting in mofl: of the Illands I am ac­
,quainted with, prohibiting the fale of rum to Slaves? 

Are there not infl:ances of [uch Negroes purchafing their own 
or their chilclren's freedom. 

I have known many Cuch in fiances, and they have generally paid 
higher prices than 1 lhould have valued them at. 

How are perfons refiding in the towns of the different Illands. 
-and who have no plantations. fupplied with grafs, fodder, and ve­
getables ? 

The Slaves of the neighbouring plantations bring grafs and fod­
der every evening. after their hours of work, to the towns for fale, 
for their own benefit-and vegetables are brought by the Slaves to 
market on Sundays for their own benefit-but on the other days 
we purchafe vegetables from the Slaves, fent in by the proprietors 

, 

of gardens, to be fold for their mafier's benefit. • 

Are not the King's lhips and trading {hips fiationed near the 
I!lands, principally fupplied with vegetables, fruit, poultry, and 
other frell! provifions, by Negroes attending the market on their 
own account? 

1 believe they are. 

How are Negroes cloathed? 
The cloathing of Negroes 'varies both in quantity' and kind, 

according to the difpofition of the mafier; but iately in Grenada 
it has been fixed by law, that at leaft a ce'rtain fpecified 'a'Q~n'tity 
of cloathing {hall be given to every Slave. 

Is the quantity allowed fufficient, according to the ftate 'Of the 
climate? 

I dare fay it is, but I do not at prefent recollect the pat',tltulJars 
fpecified in the act-but there are few Negroes who tiawo not ~ 
great deal more doaths ot their own than what 'the Mldkr 
allows. 

How 

• 
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How are Negroes lodged? 
In wattled and daubed houfes, covered with cane tops-except 

that the carpenters, coopers, and fome other principal Negroes on 
the eft ate, ufually contrive to make themfelves wooden houfes. 

Are fuch lodgings fufficient for the purpofes of protection 
againft weather, or the heat of the climate? 
~ite fufficient to keep out wind and rain; but the Negroes 

ufually make them much clofer and hotter than a White perfon 
could bear to live in. 

In your experience, have you found the heat prej udicial or de-
firable to a Negro? . 

The Slaves in· general bear a degree of heat that furprifes Eu­
ropeans-cold affects them feverely; and I have k00wn them fre­
quently fit or lie down and baik in the fun, when it is hotter thaa 
I could bear if I was to frand in it for a few minutes. 

Are the houfes in which N~groes live built by themfelves, or 
their mafters ? .-

It is ufual when a Negro·s houIe is to be new built, to alTow 
himfelf and two <ir three others time for that purpofe; and I. ufu­
ally brought home for him the wattles and cane tops neceiIary 
for the purpofe. 

How are fick Negroes taken care of? 
There is an hofpital on every plantation; a furgeon is employed 

annually, whofe bufinefs it is to vilit the Slaves twice a week, 
or at fuch other times as he may be required.-One or more lick 
nurfes, according to the number of the gang, attend the hofpital 
to adminifter the medicines, provide food, and do other matters 
neceifary for the fick- wine and other articl~s of comfort, re­
commended by the furgeon, are provided by the proprietor; and 
it is ufual when a Slave is well enough to quit the hofpital, and yet 
though not fully equal to his labour, to keep him about the 
hpu[eor kitchen, that he may have the advantage of being better 
fed than ufual. 

Notwithftanding the inftitution of plantation hofpitals, are not 
fick Negrces, who requeft it, frequently permitted to continue in 
their own houCes during their ficknefs ? . 

Negroes are averfe in general from going into the hofpital, but 
the praCtice of permitting them to remain when fick in their own 

E e bQufes 
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IJol1fes is attended with fome danger_and J never fufFered any, but 
thofe in whom I had great confidence, or the lying-in womtn, to 
do fo. 

Is the medical perfon, whofe duty it is to viGt the plantation, 
paid by falary only, or is he paid alfo upon particular emergen­
cies? 

1 fllppofe the pratl:ice in that refpetl: may vary, but in my own 
,jnfiance, the furgeol1, befides the annual allvwance for each Negro, 
was paid for fratl:ures, for difficult births (ifhe was called in) and 
for obfiinate venereal cafes. 

Did you ever find any ill efFetl: from permitting lying-in women 
to continue in their own houfes ? 

N one that I remember-and if I had, I fhould rather have fub­
-,mitted to fome little inconvenience, thall have compelled them to 
go into the hofpital for the . purpofe of being delivered, which I 
know they would have diJliked very much. . 

Was that at any time, in your opinion, the occafion of death or 
lofs of children? 

I have no reaion to think fo, as I was more fortunate than moil 
< of my neighbours in rearing Negro children. 

Are the plantation furgeons ufually paid, in cafes of inoclliation, 
beyond their falary ? 

I forgot to enumerate that, among the excepted cafes, the fur-
• geon was allowed ten £billings per head for each Negro per annum, 

and was allowed twenty £billings moreover for each Negro in­
oculated. 

What is the treatment of Negro pregnant women? 
Some months before the time they expetl: to be delivered, they 

are taken from the ordinary labour, and put to fome lighter work­
I fpeak of my owa pratl:ice only as to the period, and fuch period 
varies according to appearances, (0 that it has fometimes happened 
that a N egro Woman has not been brought to bed till two or 
three months after {he has pretended to expetl: it. 

Is the labour of pregnant women in general proportiqned to 
their fituatio:l. ? 

I hope and believe fo. 

Have you ever known an infiance of punifhing pregnant wo-
men. 

Such 
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Such infrances may have occnrred. but I fuould imagine it mufr 
have beeh in a very early fiate of pregnancy~ ot perhaps when the 
circumfiance was not known- I mean as to the punifument of 
women. becaufe confinement would be fubfiituted, where the 
woman appeared evidently pregnant. 

And then the Counfe! and Witnefs were directed t(9 
withdraw. 

Mercurii, 10° die Fel;ruarii_1790. 

COunfd and Witne[s called in as before; ana the Counfe! pm­
ceeded further in their examination. 

Is there any provifion for difabled and fuperannuated Negroes? Sir ASHTON 
As well as I remember, there are local laws in the different WARNER BYAM. 

iflands where I have refided on that fubject; but I fuould appre-
hend, that thee neglecting of them, or fuffering them to wander 
about begging, would be cognizable as a mifdemealolor. indepen-
dent of any pofitive prohibition. 

Are they in general, as far as you have obferved, properly taken 
care of? 

They are. 

What is the treatment of lying-in women? 
The lying- in women, on all the plantations I was acquainted 

with, were fuffered to remain in their own houCes-it was ufual 
to allot fuch other Negro women as {he defiredto continue with 
her for the firft five or fix days - {he was furnilhed with candles, 
fioUf, wine, and any other articles that were recommended ; and 
with me, and many others that I know, ·the lying-in woman was 
not expeCted to come out to work till a month after her being de­
li.vered. 

During the time of confinement, have they medical and every 
other neceffary afiiftance ? 

ThClf' had, whenever it was necefIary. 

Are they provided with doaths, fuch as are proper for a new­
bern infant? 

On large dbtes, I believe, a provifion of -old linen is made for 
'Pat purpofe; on fmaller ones, the mailers furniih oecafi onall y 

fu.:h 
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{uch o'ld liaen as they m:ly have by them for the new-born in­
fants. 

Is there a fufficient fupply ? 
I never heard any complaillt of the want of it. 

Can you eftimate the proportion of the births of Negro children 
wi thin the Wands, and their deaths before they arrive at an age fit 
fo r labour? 

I have not made obfervations, or kept any accurate lifts fuffi­
cien t to enable me to form fuch eftimate; but the general remark 
is, that near one-half of the children born die under two years, 
and much the greater proportion of that half within the firft nine 
days. 

Are the children of Negro women fubject to any particuhr, 
and what diforders ? 

The jaw-fall is reckoned the caufe of fo many dying within nine 
days-if the children furvive that, they are, as far as my obferva­
tion has gone, pretty healthy during the time of fuckling-fome 
time after they are weaned it is very common for them to be af­
flicted with worms, which I have kno wn very fatal-the yaws is 
ano ther diforder to which children as well as grown Negroes are 
fllbject, and which fometimes immediately, and f011?etimes in its 
confequence, is a110 very fatal- flu xes , though not very peculiar 
to Negroes, are another great caufe of mortality, and baffle the 
1kill of the moft able phylicians, as 1 have often been informed by 
tbemfelves. 

Are there any epidemical or other diforders particlarly inci­
den tal to adult Negroes, and which contribute in a large degree to 
their depopulation? 

Epidemical diforders are frequent in the Weft Indies; but I do 
not know that they are peculiarly incident to adults.-The vene­
real complaint is common among them; aqd I [uppo[e muil: tend 
to diminifh population. 

State fuch epidemical diforders not already defcribed as are 111-

cident both to the young and the adults? 
The fmall-pox, the meanes, chicken-pox, dyfenteries, lWd of 

)ate years the liver complaint. 

Are there diforders by which the ableft adults are at times de­
thoyed in great numbers! 

Thofe 
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Thole which I have mentioned are very often of an unfavour­
able kind, and prove fatal to many; but particularly the putrid 
flux, of which I have kn~wn feveral examples. 

Are they ever dellroyed in great numbers by hurricanes and thejr 
cenfequences ? 

A hurricane feldom happens without the lofs of feverallives , by 
accidents of falling buildings, floods, and other caufes of that 
fert.-Hurricanes ar.e fatal to the Negroes in their conCequences, 
as they dellroy their houCes, and it is a confiderable time before 
they are comfortably lodged again, an(l as they dellroy their pro­
vifioll grounds, which are neceffary for a Negroe's health and 
comfort. 

Amongll: the adults, can you eltimate what proportion the 
deaths bear to the numbers living within the year? 

I have never made any calculation by taking the average of any 
number of years; but the 10Cs varies exceedingly-Of an hundred 
and odd Negroes which I poffeffed myCelf, it has happened more 
than once, that I have not loll: a lingle adult in the courfe of a 
year-in other years I think I have loll: five, fix, and as far as 
feven.-I {bould Cuppofe that from three to four per cent. might 
be about the average lofs, even on a fettled ell:ate. 

Can you ell:ilnate the general proportion of births and bu­
rials? 

I cannot, but during the eighteen years that I was the prcpri­
etor of Slaves, though I had what was thought a very good pro­
portion of births, confidering the number of breeding women, and 
was more fortunate than myneighbours in rearing Negro children, 
I was conllantly under the neceffity, every two or three years, of 
baying Negroes newly imported, or feafoned Negroes from fome 
of the other Iflands. 

Are the cauCes of deaths by dill:empers counteraaed and lef-
fened, as far as they can be, by human ikilJ and attention? 
. I am' not intimately enough acquainted with the interior reco­
no my of other plantations, but I can venture to fay, this was the 
cafe on my own ell:ate; and I conclude that from the fame mo­
twes, both of humanity and interell:, every other proprietor pur­
fue~ the fame condua. 

Are there other cauCes which contribute to the depopulation of 
Negroes betides dill:empers ? 

. F f I have 
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I have always confidered the promifcuous intercourfe, the want 
of regular pairing, the early proititution of the females, and the 
immoderate ufe of rum, as the principal clufes that prevent our 
population of Negro Slaves being fo large as it might be. 

Does the time of fuckling Negro children contribute to the 
fame caufe ? 

I prefume fo, as I know the Negro women are fond of fuck. 
ling their children much longer than medical men tbought ad­
vifeable. 

In confeq uence of fo fllckling ·their cl1ildren, what is the ufual 
period between each birth? 

It varies fo much with different Negro women, that it is diffi­
cult to fix any period as the ufual one, but women ieldom have 
.a fecond child at a lefs interval than two years. 

Can ill treatment and excellive labour be confidered as amongil: 
the caufes of depopulation? 

I never had an idea that either the treatment or labour of 
Slaves was [uch as to interfere at all with the population. 

Confidering the effeCts of all the caures of depopulation whicR 
·have been enumerated,· is it, in your opinion, pollible, in general, 
to keep up the il:ock of Slaves throughout the Iflands., unlefs by 
importing new Slaves from Africa? 

I think not, and have always thought fo, having been myfelf 
very anxious to avoid the neceffity of plirchafing them by every 
indulgence and .attention both to the breecling women and their 
children, and not having been able to [ucceed. 

Is it pallible, in your opinion, to cultivate the lands in the 
Iflands by Europeans or Free Negroes? 

Moil: clearly impQffible by the labour of Europeans. and as to 
the ).abour of Free Negroes, it is a circumftance well known in 
all the Hlands I have mentioned, that there never was an inftance 
.of a Free Negro hiring himfe1f fo.r any work of agriculture what­
[Qever. 

Can an European# who is a lahouring man, bear fhe heat of the 
climate? . 

Not if he was to .do the work nece{fary to be done in the field 
-he may work at carpenter's work, or uther work which is done 
.under cover or iheds. 

Can 
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Can the deficiency of Negroes that muft enfue if the illtro­
auction of new Slaves is prevented, be fupplied by beafts of draug\.lt 
or burthen, or by European implements of hu!bandry. 

Beafts of draught or burthen are already employed In every 
purpofe to which, in my apprehenfion. their labour can be ap­
plied in the cultivation of plantations in the Weft Indies.-With 
refpect to the implements of hu!bandry, thofe now in ufe appear 
:to me perfectly well calculated for their refpective purpofes, ane', 
fuch as the Negroes are adroit in ufing.-The introduction of the' 
plough has been a topic of much converfation-in my experience 
I have known two or three very zealous ad,vocates for it, who · 
.have tried it in the Iflands of Antigua and Saint Vincent, and who 
were very foon obliged to abandon it. 

Were the Iflands fupplied as ufual with Slaves during the laft 
war? 

Not thofe Iflands in which I relided, viz. Saint Vincent, To­
bago, Grenada, and Antigua - I , hardly recollect any importation 
in thofe Iflands during the war. 

What was the confequence ? 
In Grenada, with which I was beft acquainted, the confequence 

was, that inftead of thirty or thirty-one thoufand., which I think 
was the namber of Slaves returned to the government previous to 
the capture, the firft return after the refiitution was to the beft of 
my recollection not morl! than twenty-feven or twenty-eight thou­
{and, bUt my memory is not accurate with refpect to numbers. 

What was the interval of time between thofe two returns? 
About fiye year •• 

Was there a decreafe of Negroes during that period in the other 
lfiands named ? 

1 believe fo. but I have not the fame means of information. 

~s not the pro.duce of the }fland generally iB proportion to 'the 
nuinber of Negroes upon it ? 

In proportion to the number of Slaves attached to agriculture, 
:and the manufafrllre of the produce. 

Is the pradice of rattooning canes prevalent in the Ceded Iflands 1 
It depends on the quality of the foil, whether it is advantageous 

to rartoon canes, or to re-plant tlle land-in Grenada. where the 
wil is ftronger, rattooning is carried to a much ireater length than. in 

. Salllt 
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Saint Vincent-but in general in both places, in the prefent nate 
of the foi l, we are enabled to rattoon as far as a fecond or a third 
year- formerly in Grenada there were rattoon canes upwards of 
twen ty years old . 

On thofe eftates where rattooning prevails is a lefs number of 
Slaves necefIary for the purpofe of cultivating fuch enates ? 

The number of Slaves neceifary for all the purpo[es of an enate 
will vary according to the quality of foil, pofition, and other cir­
cumftances-the practice of rattooning, as it leifens the quantity of 
land to be opened by the hoe, fo it increafes the number of acres 
of canes to be taken off in the crop; and it is a common practice 
for many efl:ates to have the greateft part of their holeing work 
done by hired Negroes kept for t.hat purpofe, and cal1~d talk 
gangs, fo that I cannot fay that the practice of rattboning un­
avoidably leifens the number of Negroes necelfary on a plantation. 

Is it the intereft of the planter to keep up the nock of Slaves by 
breeding, if it can be done? 

Mofl: certainly. 

What is the value of a feafoned Slave, born in the Weft Indies, 
in comparifon to one newly imported? 

I have known people think differently on that fubject, as they 
conceive the feafoned Slave, though more expert and fenfible, is 
more likely to be artful and ill-difpofed; and they think a newly­
imported Slave, young, and in full health, nearly as valuable as a 
feafoned one not brought up by themfelves.-But, ill my own 
opinion, for a Slave which, if newly imported, I would give [,. 50 
fierling, I would, if feafoned, and not of bad character, give ["70 
fterling. 

Are not Negro artificers principally Slaves born in the Weft 
Indies .; and are not thofe Slaves of the greatefi value? 

I have known great numbers of Negro artificers African Slaves, 
a~ well as Creoles. probably the majority, efpecially in the old 
Inands, are Creoles, and fuch artificers are certainly Slaves of th~ 
greatefr value. 

If it were pollible to keep up the fiock of Slaves by breeding, 
,"vhat length of time mull: elapfe before Negroes fo born could be 
ht for the labour of the field? 

From e.ighteen to twenty years. 

Would not the working Negroes in the mean time be gradually 
f)Jl 
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dec1ine~ or the labour fall more feverelyon the fu,rvivors, in order 
to keep up the plantation? ' 

The number of working .Slaves muft, in ' the courfe of things, 
'be leffened near one half dUrIng that period-and the .confequence. 
I thould conceive, muft neceffarily be a diminution of the cultiva­
,tion. 

Has it ever been recei\'ed as a maxim in the Weft Indies, that it 
was the intereft of a planter to increafe the labour of his Slave fo 
~s to exhauft him in a few years; or do you believe that the con~ 
.duCt of any planter within your knowledge is at this time go­
;verned by filch principle? 

I remember hearing that there was a Frenchman, who lived 
many years ago on the Wand of Grenada. that pretended to hold 
fuch a doCtrine~ but it was always mentioned as a fingular ab­
furdity. and I am perfealy perfuaded that no planter entertains 
any fuch idea~ or regulates his ·conduct by any maxim fo 
horrid. 

Is feverity in anoverfeer or manager to Negroes confidered 
.as a qualification that recommends him, or not? 

I always heard it confidered as a reproach, and as a quality 
likely to preclude him fromemploy~t, 

Are Slaves in general in a fiate of apparent comfort and bap­
pinefs, or of mifery and difcontent? 

The fituation of Slaves who are illduftrious is comfortable 
arid happy,; and they appear perfectly contented wi,th their 
lot. 

Do you know any in-fiance of a Slave who has been liberated 
wHhing to return to his mafter ? 

I cannot charge my memory with :my particular inftallce that 
applies to the quefrion~ except one that I have heard from ~ood 
·authority, of a Slave who met with all accident, by which he loft 
half his foot-his mafier Cent him with a captain of a veifel 
bound to the Coafi of Africa, with directions to leave him there 
at liberty, if be ort)(i)fe to remain-the Blaye was accordingly car­
ried to the fume part of .the Coaft fr.om which he had beell 
bropght, and f0und many of his rehtions .j and when the captain 
was about to leave theCooft, be informed th(; Slave of his mafter's 
dire&ions, and prop0fed lea",ing him there, but the Slave pou­
&j.yely refufedl and rC1turneQ ,by his own choice with the ca~-

G g lam 



[ 1I6 ] 

tain to Grenada, and continued afterwards as a Slave to his 
mafte r. 

Do the Slaves in the \ Vefr Indies appear to be more or lees 
happy than the common labourers of other countries? 

It hls not been my lot to vilit the habitations of the poor la­
bourers in Great Britain, but in eftimating the happinefs of any 
two chlfes of people I filould confider their wants and their fen­
timents, :lnd on this principle I have no fcruple to give it as my 
opinion, that a Negro Slave in general has fewer wants unfatis­
fled, enjoys more the comforts of life, fuch as lodging, food, and 
cloathing, and muft be freer from .apprehenfions of want for him­
fe lf and his family, than the Engliili labourer; and that the Slave, 
not polfeiling ufually thofe fentiments which would render his 
wndition intolerable to a Britiili fubject, does not feel the pain 
which people are apt in general to imagine he mufr feel from his 
degraded relative fituation in fociety. 

Would the intended meafure of preventing the introduction of 
new Slaves into the Iflands increafe or diminiili the comforts or 
happinefs of thofe already there? 

Independent of the danger of diminiiliing their comfort by a 
neceffity of increafing their labour, my own obfervation leads me 
to form a conclufion, that as nothing appears to give the Slaves 
more joy than the light of new Negroes brought on the planta­
tion, fo if none were to be introduced for a number of years, they 
would grow difcontented, and in all probability mutinous. 

Had the report of this intended meafure reached the Weft In­
,dia Wands before you left that country; and did it produce any 
and what effect ? 

The r.eport had .reached the Weft Indies a conliderable time be­
fore I left them, and was a fubjeCl: of much difcuffion-it gave 
great uneafinefs to all perfous there, and I fuppofe has had the ef­
fea: of railing the price of Sla.vell. 

Had the report any effect on yourfelf at the time of your dif­
J>0fal of ygur eftate at St. Vincent's? 

When I difpafed of my land and buildings, my firft inte,l)titJa 
was ,to remov.e my Slaves, and make a purchafe at Grenada. but 
other confiderations induced me to change my plan, and to fell the 
gang ofS}aves-the 'apprehenuon of the confequence,s likely to 
.arife from an abolition of the African Trade, had certainly its 
~v.eight... .though it was.not .the fole motive that fo deterlnined me. 

Are 
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Are not many efiates cultivated bymeans of 1}1oney harrowed on 
the cr-edit derived from the fiock of Slaves? . 

They are. 

J Will not fuch credit be materially affetled by the abolition of 
the Slave Trade, and confequently the means Gf cultivating fuch 
eftates deftroyed ? 

I apprehend [0. 

Confidering the neceffity of introducing new Slaves for the pur­
pofe of cultivating the Wands, do you conceive it poffible to pre­
vent that introdutlion by any regulation, fo long as the French 
and other nations import Slaves from Africa to the Weft Indies? 

My own opinion is, that fo long as new Slaves can be had, 
at almofi any price, they wilr be introduced into the Britilh 
Iilands c1andefiinely, in fpite of every regulation that is likely to 
be adopted. . 

Have the French, or other nations employed in tha~ trade, difc~., 
vered any inclination t,o abandon the trade? 

I have no knowledge on that fubjetl. 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

What is the comparative value of ~ feafoned Creole Slave, and 
()f a feafoned African Slave? 

The term feafoned is applicable only · to African Slaves, an 
Creole Slaves being confidered as feafoned-with refpe(t to the 
value of a feafoned Slave, compared with that of a Creole Slave of 
the fame age, firength, health, and appearance, I in my own efti­
mation make very little difference, confidering an African Slave 
brought young to the country, and [ea[oned by [even or eight 
years refidence and labour in the Weft Indies, full as valuable for 
aM the purpo[es of agriculture as the Creole, but other pertons 
think differently. 

Do you know of many. other infiances of freemen being capitally 
puniihed for the murder of Slaves, befides that you have men­
tioned in the year 1775 or 1776 ? 

I do not, nor have I heard in Grenada, where I have relidod 
almoft en tirely lince that period, of any other murder of a Slave 
having been committed by a free perfon. 

What 
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What" was the chara3:er and general efrimat"ion .of the pedoH 
who fuffered capitally in thil> infiance ? 

He was an under fervant in the Marilial's office, an obfcure. 
and, I have been told, an illiterate m an, but I do not re­
colleCt any circumfiances rela.tive to his charaCter or general 
eO:imation. 

Do you rememher any nick-name which was ,commonl¥ a«o­
ciated with his name? 

I do not, but if fuch name was mentioned I could tell whether 
I had ever h eard it. 

Was Bacchus the nick-name? 
I cannot at this diftance of , time charge my memory with 

having heard fuch nick-name app lied to the man-I remember 
:that Mr. Porteus the Marilial, in whofe employ the prifoner was, 
gave a handfome fee to one or more counfe! .to argue in arreft of 
.the judgment. 

Do you recolleCt on what evidence the criminal was conviCted :; 
and will you relate, fo far as you remember them, the circumftances 
of the murder? 

As well as I remember, the Slave murdered was a hired Negro 
'woman, in ' the /ervice of the prifoner-that he came home, and 
not finding his dinner ready, or fome other order of his difobeyed. 
he reprimanded the Slave-that lhe allfwered him with fome abufe 
and ill language, and that in the heat of paffion he took up a knife 
and ftabbed her in the neck, and occa/ioned her death-that thefe 
.circumftances came out, as well as I remember, partly by the in­
formation of the deceafed, and I think by the fubfequent donfeffion 
Df the prifoner; but jt is fo long fince it happened, that I (peak 
with very little .certainty as to thefe ,circumfrances. 

When you faid in your ·former anfwer, that any undue exercife 
.or abufe of the power of a Mafier over his Slave, was always con­
,fidered as an offence punilhable by indiCtment or information, do 
you mean to confine yourfelf to Grenada, or to fpeak generally? 

1 had Grenada more particularly in my mind in giving that an­
fwer, but I lhould have very little doubt that fuch mifdemeanors 
would be punilhable in like mann.er in any of the other Engliih 

. . Wands in which I have .rdided. 

When you ftated in your former evidence, that confidering the 
lnatur.e pf .the power in the relation between mailer and Slave, and 

, .co.n fid e-r ing 
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confidering the variety of perfons who may acquire that power, yOQ 
'11ave always thought the inil:ance of abufe of it not more frequent 
'under thofe circumil:ances than the inftances of fimilar abufe of 
power in England, do you not mean that a mafier mnil: rrecef­
farily have a degree of power over his Slave, 'which muil: render 
·the fi,tuation of the Slave, in point of comfort, dependent on 
his peculiar temper? 

I meant that a certain degree of power of correction was ne­
ceifary in the relation of mail:er and Slave, for the fake of dif­
cipline and fubordination, and to prevent very trifling ojfence~ 
being made the fubject of complaint to magiil:rates; and con~ 
fequently that as fuch correction mfy, without fufficient cauf.~. 
,or in too great degree for the offence, be occafionally inflicted by 
a mail:er, the Slave's comfort in this refpect muil: depend as 
·much on the temper of his mail:er, as the comfort of the ap­
prentice in England does on the temper of the per{onto whom 
he is bound. 

What is tne annual va1ue of a field Slave's labour? 
Slaves are hired at various prices by the day, hy the month, by 

the year, or for a term of years-the quantum paid varies accord­
ing to all thefe circumfiances, and according as the renter is or is 
not compellable to make good the value of the Slave fo hired-In 
common jobs, I think, three {billings currency (which is from one 
ihilling and nine pence to one ibilling and ten pence fterling) per 
day, may be confide-red as the prevailing rate of daily hire-Slaves~ 
when hired by the year, I have known to be valued, and ten per 
cCent. on their valuation allowed for an annual hire; but much 
larger hires have been given, according to the neceffities of the 
party, and the difficulty of procuring Slaves, 

At what may be eil:imated the annual expence of the mainte­
nance of a Negro man, woman, and child refpectively? 

I remember taking fome pains in forming that calculation, in 
order to anfwer .the queries tranfmitted by government to the 
Iiland of Grenada, but I-cannot now charge my memory with tbe 
fums which fatisfied my mind at that time as the refult of thofe 
calculations; nor do I remember whether, in making that eil:imate, 
the committee took into confideration the value of the land al­
lotted to each Negro as a provifion ground; hut under this uncer­
tainty I {bould anfwet', that the expence of my own eil:ate in St. 
Vincent was, independent of the provifion groLlnd, not lees than 
[,. 7 or £.$ il:erlillg for e'dch Negro man, or woman, or child 

'.H 11 abov~ 
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above the age of twelve years, and perhaps half of that fum for a 
child under that age-At the time of making the anfwer to the 
queries, I was, to the befl of my recolleCtion, f.'ltisfied with the an­
fwer that was given-though, having no plantation in Grenada, 
I was more direCted, in quefhons of thi s nature, by the judgment 
of the other members, who were planters, as they were, I believe, 
directed by mine in quefliolls of a profcfIion.11 nature. 

You have m entioned in your former evidence, that you have 
known many inflances of Negroes having purchafed th ' ir own or 
their children's freedom at a higher price than you {hould have 
valued them at-did you fpeak in this infbnce of field Nc­
"" roes? 
~ I ca'nnot particularize t~e inflances fa as to fay with certainty 
whether any, and how many, of thofe that fdl within my know­
ledge, were field Negroes, but I am perfuaded that in one or two 
of the inflances the Slaves applying to me Oll the fubjeCt had been 
free Negroes either at the time, or very fhortly before the time, 
when their maflers permitted them to look f@r the means of pro­
viding the fiipulated fum for their manumiffion. 

Did you fpeak of field Negroes, when in your former anfwer 
you faid you had no doubt that many annually acquired and dif­
pofed of from ten to twenty pounds flerling? 

I did, for with refpeCt to tradefmen I had no doubt that many 
of them acquire and difpofe of double that fum. 

Are not far more domefiics kept in a family in the Wefl Indies 
'than by one of fimibr condition in Great Britain? 

Certainly, and this prevails much more among the French in 
our jflands than among the Englifh planters; and I have no doubt 
that a family in England is better ferved by two or three fervants 
than we are by eight or ten. 

b the frock of Slaves belonging to you, what was the pro­
portion of males and females? 

As well as I remember I had forty and odd men, thirty and 
odd women, and thirty and odd Children, when I difpofed of my 
Slaves at St. Vincen t. 

During your flay in the Weft Indies, had any efforts been 
made to convert or infrruCt the Negro Slaves, and with what 
(L1eee[s ? 

The • 
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·The only efforts worthy of mentioning that fell under my ob­
fervation, were thofe of the Moravians in the Hland of Antigua, 
but I did not relide in that Wand, and only learned from the 
gentlemen who did that they were of opinion that the Moravians 
had produced a confiderable good effect: by their inftruCting and 
preaching to the Slaves. 

Do you recolleCt from whom you heard tbe circumftance of 
the Slave, who was fent to Africa, wiiliing to .return to his mailer. 
or the circumfrances of that incident, with fufficient diftinCtne[s 
to frate them with certainty? 

I do-I had heard the incident formerly in Grenada- but it 
was brought more immediately to my recolleCtion by having 
heard it lately mentioned by the fon of the prefent proprietor. 
fo that I can name the ellate on which it happened, and the cap­
tain with whom the Slave went to Africa, and I believe both the 
Captain and the Slave are frill living. 

Do you know how long the Slave had refided in the Weft In­
dies? 

I do not remember that the number of years was mentioned; 
but from the circumftance ftated, of his finding and knowing his 
relations in Africa. I concluded that he had not been many yeari 
in the Weft Indies. 

Do you recolleCl: to have heard of what nation this Slave was, 
Qr to what part of the Coaft he belonged? 

I do not think either of thofe circumftances were ftated to me. 

How many years is it fince this tranfaCl:ion ? 
The gentleman who was owner of the Slave at the time has 

heen dead five or fix years-and, from the circumftance of the 
captain having carried him from Grenada to Africa, I think the 
tranfaCt:ion muft have happened previous to the capture of the 
lfland, in 1779. 

f~ the fituation of Free Negroes ordinarily more or lefs com­
fortable than that of Negro Slaves? 

The comfort of a Free Negro muft depend on his degree of 
wealth, and ability to provide for himfelf and his family.-We 
have many in Grenada who have confiderable properties, and live 
very weU.-Others, 1 ima~itle. have only a bare [ubftftence, but 

I fuppofe~ , 
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1: {uppofe, in general, their fituation 'may be full as comfortable a~ 
that of a Slave. 

And then the Counfel and Witne[s were diret1:ed t~ 
withdraw. 

Jovis, I JOdie i'ebruarii 1790. 

COunfel and Witnels called in as before; and the Witnefs was 
further examined by Members of the Committee. 

Sir ASHTON Are not the droughts more frequent, and of longer continuance. 
WAR N E R BY A M, in the Old fetrled lflands than in the Ceded Iflands ? 

They are. 

Have not therefore the p1anters in the Ceded Iflands the means 
of more plentifully feeding their Slaves, than the planters in the 
Old Iflands ? 

So far as relates ,to their proviJion ground they have. 

Is not the reftrit1:ion of admitting velTels from North America 
wi th provifions, the caufe of a greater fcarcity in the means of 
fupplying the Negroes with their necefTary food? 

If fuch relhiCtion did not exift, no doubt there would be much 
more confiderable quantities of [uch provifions as are u[ed for 
feeding Negroes imported into the Il1ands. 

Can you [peak with any pre6fion as to the number of Negroes 
generally employed as houfehold fervants, by planters of the beft 
credit in the Weft Indies? 

The number varies according to the ftate of the planter's fa­
mily, and according to his difpofition; [0 that I cannot fpeak 
with precifion to any number as a general one. 

Do you think tbat a fupernumerary number of fuch Negroes 
are ever employed, merely as a mark of the proprietor's [uperior 
frate and affiuence ? 

I do not recolleCt any inftance, where I {bould have attributed 
tl1e number of domefbcs to that motive; but it is a circumfl:ancc: 
very much lamented by us all, and yet, upon confideratioll in my 

oQWll 
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own particular infiance, and .fome others, I never could dffcover 
that I could Cot\lV'eniently do without any . one Slave employed in 
:my fervice-the true caufe, I believe, of the greater number of 
.fervants employed in the Wefi Indies, is., that it is not eafy to 
have a Negro fervant who will turn his or her hand to {uch 
variety of domefiic purpofes as good fervants in E.ngland do. 

Would any planter purchafe a Roufe NegrG for the purpofe of 
:employing him in the cultivation of his plantation? 

1 believe not, iffuch Negro had been any length of time em-
ployed .as a houfe fervant. . 

When .a proprietor, either by choice OT di:fl:refs, is induced t<J 
part with a ·houfe Negro, is it not a prevailillg'cultom, to let fuch 
houfe Negroetry if he cannot find a new ma:fl:er for himfelf, 
rather than that his old .ma:fl:er iliould fell him to any planter who 
\would put him in the fields ? 

I have known that pretty generally practifed, wb-ere .the Negro 
is not Cold for any offence. . 

And is not that from a motive of ·humanlty, tnat fuch Negm 
. might not be put to harder labour than he had been ufed to in the 
~ir-6 of a family? 

.1 conceive Co. 

WGlUld yow.. 'or as you .believe any -planter, chufe ·to :purchafe a 
Jroufe Negro, to convert him into a iieLd Negro, if any others could 
. be procured? 

I certainly would not, and I believe every other planter wou-ld 
pufer bl1.yin~ new Slaves rather than houfe fervants for .field 
labour. 

Do .¥QU know whefher improvements' have not been 'lately made 
in the mode of tJ'ea~ing infants, by which the diforder called the 
j .... faU has become li:fs frequent or lefs fatal .than it ufed to be? 

I have hearit it as a f'uojeCl: of converfation occafionally among 
medical gentlemen, but it has not come to my knowledge that any 
new mode has been adcpted, though it is very pollible it may have 
~ppened'w.lthout falling under my obfervat.ion. 

Do you not apprehend that fhe work of h01eing the land for the 
eanes, and of dunging thofe holes, is a . labour which would be 
8~ral1y rec~nec,i fevere ? 

ltis certainly tne moil: laborious employment in the cultivation 
1 i '- of 
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of hnd; and if it was conftantly cO'ltinued through the year, I 
fhould think it harder work than I 1houJd willi to put Negroes to. 

Are you fufficiently acquainted with the detail of plantation. 
labour to afcertain the weight of thofe bafkets of dung which the 
Negroes carry on thofe occafions r . 

T he weight varies probably on different plantations, and mull: 
vary according to the {bte of the dung nfed, fuppofing the fame 
balkets fill ed.-I cannot fpeak with any certainty as to the number 
of pounds, but the weight is fo little inconvenient to the Slaves, who 
carry that and all other burthens on the , head, that it is a pretty 

,general praCtice, as far as my obfervation has gone, for the Slaves 
to run or to go in a guickpace when they are carrying the dung. 

Do you then mean to fay, that the pace of Slaves, on thofe 
occafions, is regulated by their own difcretion, and not by that 
of the overfeers or drivers? 

1 do not mean to fay that the 'Slaves, if left to themfelves. 
would conftantly ufe that pace; but conceive, that the prllaice 
would not prevail among the drivers, if it was found revere or 
unreafonable. 

Do you apprehend, that that fpedes of labour is ,what the 
Negroes perform with as much wiJlingnefs as their other <!ommon 
employments? 

I never heard them complain of it, though I hue ,no doubt. 
if they were aIked, they would prefer weedi'ng of canes" or any 
lighter work. 

How 10ng IS the {eafon of crop-time uflr.llly, on an average, 
fuppofed to iaft ? 

In the Ceded Wands, from the firll: of January to the end of 
Mayor beginning of June; after which, the heavy rains ufually 
fall, that would interfere with the making of fUgar; but in An­
tigua, the crop-feafon may be confid~ed as iafting two month. 
]~~ . 

At what feafon of the year is the hnd holet! :lnd dunged? 
In the Ceded Iflands, from the month of September to J .... 

ary, according as the planter's other work is more ..or lela tar­
ward. 

What .portion of thofe months Ji employed in '.the~patioa 
ofholeing and dunging? . . 

la 
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In efl:ates which rattoon for any length of ti~e, the quantity 
of land to be opened is a fmall proportion of the pJantation; 
~nd I know few eil:ates fu'filciently well handed to do ·the whole 
of their holeing work with their own Slaves.-I iliould fuppofe, 
t o fpeak generally, that the Negroes' of an eil:ate are feldom em­
ployed more than five or fix weeks in holeing, and perhaps as long 
in diil:ributing dung. 

Do not White men, in the Weft Indies, purfue the feveral occu- ' . 
pations of plumbers, mafons, bric~layers, blackfmiths, an(i hou(e' 
carpenters? 

They do; and a number of Slaves are employed in the fame 
occupations, under the direCtions of fuch White perfons. -

Is not the labour of fuch White men as fevere ,,8 the common 
occupations of the field Negroes? 

On the whole, I think not [0 fevere; but the great difference 
is , that the perfons employed in thofe occupations are not fo con­
il:antly expofed to the intenfe heat of the [un ~s the Negroes in 
the field are. 

Does it not howevClr continually happen that fuch White men, 
f rom the necelfary nature of their employment, are obliged to 
work expofed to the fun? 

The White men, when fo employed, do not continue fo con­
:il:antly at their work, as far as I have obferved, :but leave it occa­
fionally to the Negroes working under them. 

Would any planter hire free Negroes to work with his field 
gang? 

I fuppofe the planter would be very indifferent whether the per­
fans fo hired were free or Slaves, fuppofing the hire [ulih as he 
thought reafonable, but I never knew an infrance of free N e­
groes being fo employed; and unlef's it were to become frequent. 
I think I forefee a good deal of inconvenience which would arife 
from mixing fuch fre~ hired perfons in any great number among 
Slaves. 

Do you apprehend that the comfort of an apprentice in Eng­
land depends as much on the temper of the perf on with whom he 
is bound, as the comfort of the Slave depends on the temper of 
his mail:er? 

J !hould fuppofe not exaCtly in the fame proportiofl. 

W hen 
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. When Negroes · are hired by the year, at 10 per celTt. on ·their 
,valuation, does' not the perfon fo hiring maintain them? 

He does. 

What is the fize of the balkets of dung which the Negroes 
carryon their heads? 

Thofe I have ufually feen are open i11allow balkets, perhaps two 
feet or two and an half feet over on the top, {helving to the bot­
tom, and of a depth, as far as I can conjeclure, of feven or eight 
inches. 

Does not the Negro prefer carrying a load on his head to wheel­
_ ing a load in a barrow? 

They appear to prefer that mode of carrying burthens to any 
other-they carry their pails of water for their own u[e in the fame 
manner; and their loads of poultry and provifions for ~he market 
;are always carried on their heads. 

Does not the planter ufe mules and carts for carrying out hi~ 
dung? 

He does-it is only the difhibution of it into the holes that is 
neceifarily performed in the manner above mentioned, as the ufe of 
'mules or cart£ at that period would· undo great part of the work per­
,formed, in turning ~p and holing the land. 

Do not the ma[ons, plumbers, carpenters, and bricklayers, &c. 
em ploy Slaves under them to do the feverefi work? 

1 have not obferved any rule of that fort. 

If the planter. could have his work done by free Negroes, 
would he not prefer that mode to the maintaining a great num­
'ber of women, childr,en, old men, aaa in·valids, that are upon aU 
cfiated 

. I {bould · prefume fo. 

'Wciu-ld it not be much cheaper for the planter to pay only for 
,the work that would be done by free Negroes, if he could procure 
them, than by the pre[ent expenllve mode? 

I -{bould thil'lk [0, unlefs the rate of the free Negro'S labour 
'was very exorbitant. 

If the abolition of the Slave Trade was to take Dlace, could the 
planter have any refouree, by , fending Slaves th~t are about, his 
houCe into the field? 

The 
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The number of houfe Slaves, though large for the purpQ!e, ,is 
fo inconfiderable, when taken as an addition -to a working gang, 
and the houfe fervants in general, after being fuch for any length of 
time, are fo unfit, and fo unwilling to go to fidd labour, that, I 
ihould t:;onfider fuch a refource as almoft nothing. 

Do no~ the houfe Slaves make all the clothing for the fielg. 
Negroes? 

That may be the cafe in other Wands, or on very large eftates in 
fome of the Wands with which I am acquainted, but the clofhing 
moft generally given to the field Negroes is fent out ready-made 
from Great Britain, and fuch other cloathsof a finer fort as they 
chufe to ufe are either bought ready-made in the Hland, or made 
up by themfelves, or [uch other perfons as they employ. 

If the abolition of the Slave Trade was to take place, would th,e 
planter find a refource from the ' plough to make amends for the 
want of importation] 

Even if the plough could' btl more generally ufed (which I do 
not conceive it could to advantage) the great number of Slaves 
neceffary for cutting canes, and for the various parts of the ma­
nufacture of Sugar and Rum, is fuch, that I do not apprehend the 
ufe of that inftrument would make any difference in the number 
ef Slaves necdfary to carryon a plantation. 

Was there any poll tax on Slaves during the time of your refi­
dence in the Weft Indies, and at what age did the tax com­
mence? 

The taxes in the different Wands are raifed in different modes; 
and I do remember one or more infian,ces 'of a general poll tax, 011 

Slaves, and when it did take place all Slaves of every age were 
jnc1uded in it, though a contrary practice had prevailed during 
the French governmeot.-A poll tax 'fiill exifts in Grenada, on 
houfe fervants~ Negro failors, tradefmen:, and others, not employed 
Qn efbtes, in order to make the proprietors of them contribute, as 
well as the planters, whofe produce is taxed.-Such poll tax has 
'been at various ,rates, from eighteen !billings currency per head 
to twelve or fourteen ihillings; and I think, in the laft yeal', fome 
exception was made excluding Slaves under ,the age of ten or 
twelve, as well as I remember. 

And then the Witne[s was directed to withdraw. 

Kk GILBERT 
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GIL B E RTF RAN C K L Y N, Efquire, was then called 
in; and examined by Members of the Committee -"'. 

What, in a {tock of Negroes, is the ordinary proportion of old, 
i nfant, and able working Negroes? 

.Jt is very various under different circumfiances--in a gang of 
Negroes upon an old efiate, where the nun~ber of breeding wo­
Hlen are as confiderahle as I conceive they ought to be, there 
will be much fewer able wQI-king Negroes than in a gang upon 
a new efiate newly formed. as the generality of thofe which 
the proprietor would purchafe would be Negroes of both [exes 
fit for immediate labour. I conceive, in _general, fo far as my , 
,experience has Jed me to confider, that there cannot be more than 
from fixty to (eventy able Negroes in a gang of two hundred­
but there are a further number who may be capable of doing 
lighter work to the number of twenty or thirty.-I believe, in 
general, fuch a gang of Negroes that can turn (eventy or eighty 
able Negroes into the field, excJufive of houfe fervants, femp­
flre!res. cooks, fick nurfes, watchmen, tradefmen. and others, 
who are not ufually fent in.1o the field, will, be thought in very 
good condition, and a fine gang of Negroes. 

Explain to the Committee your former an[wer. wherein you fay, 
that one Negro at leafi to every acre is required in the cultivation 
of a fugar plantation -

In explanation of my former anfwer. refpeCting the number of 
Negroes neceffary to cultivate a given number of acre~. I do not 
mean that [evenlY or eighty Negroes (the able part of a gang of 
zoo) are fufficient to cultivate 2CO acres to be cut for fugar; but 
to a plantation wherein 200 acres are under culture in fugar and 
provillon s, half-part of whichfugar land may be plarrted annually, 
as in feme iflands where they do not rattoon, and in Ulands where 
they do, fuch as the Ceded IOands, where, perhaps, only a fourth 
or fifth part of the fugar land is annually planted; and, in fuch , 
cafe. there fiill exifis a di,fference, on account of the nature of the 
foil, and the eafe with which it may be wrought-in general. land 
~hat rattoons well n1:lY be cultivated with fewe.r Negroes confi­
~erably than land wbich mutl be planted annually. 

What proportiol'l of that 2CO acres do you fuppote to be allot­
ted to the growi.ng ofprovjfiollS ? , 

When land is planted in canes, it is often cufiomary to plant . 

, • This 'Vitne(s had been 'befoce examined by the Counfel £01' tbe Grenada, &c. 
:I:etation. V ide .rage 78. 
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c:orn in the rows, wbich is gathered in while the canes are young · 
- it is cuftomaty alfo to plan t Y,lLl1S and eddoes in land in- : 
tended for ca;nes, preparatory to planting them, and yams par­
ticularly, being confidered by fome planters as an advantageous 
,preparation for ground for the 1"eceptionof th e fugar plant, 
like <l. cr-op of turnips in Englan d, preparatory to [ewing the 
land with barley; there is not therefore any part of the 200 

acres of which I {peak [oldy applied to the purpo[e of provi­
iions, but in which provi./ioos are occafionally planted; and if the 
lands yiel-d kindly, and %00 Negroes cliltivate as much land as gives 
from 1 Ho to 200 calks of fugar, of ahout twelve hundred weight 
(at the King's beam in England) the planter wou,ld thi,nk himfeif 
v.ery well off-I fpeak here.of the Ceded I!1and~ in general. 

Where you were in the Weft Indies, was it common to have 
·moms approp'riated for . the n:ception a·nd accommodation of. . 
lying-in women r 

In -general I think Not-very few inftances of it occurring to 
121y knowledge - the women. in general being much aver[e to 
lyi ng-in any "Mere but in their own hou[es, and compelling 
them to go to any other place being confldered as rather harl1t 
-it was with great difliculty I perfuaded the w~men on my 
plantation, in that fituatioo, to accept of the provifion I had 
made for them of that fort; but after they found the advantages 
,thofe whom 1 had prevailed on received, of fuperior tendernefs. 
deanlinefs, and attention. and that the children did not die of the­
.diforders I have before mentioned, I no longer found any diffi­
culty in perfuading them to come to thofe rooms to lye in. . 

Are you at all particularly acquainted with the circurn!1:ances 
o f allY ether dbtes- betides Mr. CaddIe's, where the number of 
Negroes was kept up without purchaung new ones? 

1 have kr.own fame few others-An eitate of Sir "Villiam 
Young's, in Tobago, 1 believe, at a certain period exceeded con­
fi.(terably the number purchafed; but afterwards they fell off, and 
I believe unee have decreafed-An eftate of Mr. Blizzard's, in 
Antigua, I believe, likewife increafed, owing to his having fol­
lowed Mr. C~r1iOe's practice-it was from him ! learned tha~ 
hi r.·ory; and I endeavoured to follow the [,me maxim, but unfor­
tun1tel), without fuccefs- ! ha\'e known feveral eftatei which have 
~me years been happy enough to have their Negroes increafed ; 
but very l1JOrtly after, from unfortunate epidemical diforders, 
thofe very eftates have wanted a ·confider .. ble fupply to keep up 
even their number; but in efl:ates where the number is kept up 
by the births it muf1 eauly be conceived, (lut if ten children are 

born. 
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born, and five able Negroes die, it will be many years before the 
labour of the Negroes dead ~an be fupplied by that of thofe who 
are born-the labour of the pregnant women and mothers muft 
be lefrened in the proportion of near twenty-five ,per cent. and it 
will be neceIrary to replace thofe able Negroes who are dead by 
purchafing others in their room, as it will be cleven or twelve years 
before the ten children can fupply the place of the five able 
Negroes lofl:. 

Is the land in the Ceded Jilands given to the Negroes for their 
own ufe, fuch as is previoui1y cleared, or whether they cleared it 
for themfelves ? 

When the Ceded Iflands were firft fettled, particularly in To­
bago, where I purchafed, there was ,no land cl ea red, and therefore 
the provifion ground appropriated to the Negroes mufl: have pre­
vioufly been cleared by them-the Negroes always prefer new 
land for growing proviliolls; and when they have' had the fame 
land in cultivation [orne few years, the.y requdl: that fome new 
land may be given them, which they are very w1l1ing to clear them­
felves, rather than continue to cultivate their former grounds-It 
was my praCtice, however, generally t6 :lfiift them, by making the 
gang do , the ,greateft Rart of that labour :lS part of the work of 
the plantation, particularly by felling the tr.:es and lopping them, 
the burnil)g them off, and clearing the bud afterwards, requiring 
but an inconfldel-able degree of labour, and performed in their 
own time, in the dry weather, when they can have very little 
elfe to do-this was the general cufl:om as far as I am acquainted 
with it-I was very ,little:: in the Ifland in the early period of its 
fettlement. -

You have fl:ated, that in times of fcarcity the mafl:cr does 'not 
permi this Negroes to earry their provilions off the plantation; 
who is to judge of. the exifl:ence ef fuch a degree of fcarcity a. 
ihall rend er that regulation nece{fary ? 

Whenever fueh fCarcity cxiils, it is much more notorious ,in the 
colony than the knowledge whlch can be acquired in allY king­
domof Europe of an apprehended fcarcity of corn-the m~fter 
confults his overfeers and Negroes, and is furely the fole and pro-
per judge when to prohibit the exportation of his 'provifiolls. . 

Are not Runaw,ay N ~groes, or deferters ingenoral, [everel" 
punifhed ? 

Yes. 

Have _you net bro~ght about ,confider~ble alterations and im­
.P ~ cw e me n t:s 



[ 13 1 - ] 

provements in the fituation of the Negroes which have been un­
der your care ? 

In the particular oflying-in women, on my own and the efiates 
under my care, I think I have been rather fuccefsful in preventing 
children being loil: by the diforder called the jaw-fall-I do not 
know that I have been more fuccefsful in other infiances than the 
generality of my neighbours, who I have always obferved to con­
fider the care -of their Negroes, and making them happy and com­
fortable, as the principal objeCt of their folicitude. 

Did you nbtiind that you had to firuggle with the prejudice and 
habits of the Negroes, in bringing about thofe alterations which 
you wilhed? 

I believe not more difficulty in that refpect than is ufual on all 
occafions where the prejudices of uninformed people are to be 
overcome; and -that Negroes, like other people, may be prevailecl 
upon to fubmit to the reafoning and intreaties of thofe whofe 
judgment they have a good opinion of, and whom they think fo­
licitous for their welfare. 

Does not land that rattoons well require a Iefs number of 
Slaves to cultivate it ? 

I have already anfwered that queil:ion in the affirmative. 

Will not the land which now rattoons well, on account of the 
frelhnefs and firength of the foil, be fo far exhaufied as to oblige 
the planter to fiock up the roots, and re-plant it oftener r 

Some land will rattoon longer than other, but undoubtedly land 
in common ought to be re-planted frequently. 

Muil: not, therefore, the. Ceded If1ands at a future period re­
quire an additional number of Slaves to continue the cultivation 
ofland already c\1lt~vated, without cultivating any new lands? 

Moft certainly. 

Qo not the Negroes prefer carrying burthens on their head t() 
wheeling them in wheelbarrows? 

When I firft fettled in Tobago, I ordered twenty-four barrows 
from New York-I could by no means induce the Negroes to 
ufe them; fome of them actually put the dung in the wheelbar­
rows, and then put the wheelbarrows on their head to carry them 
out, but found them too heavy, and I was forced to fuffer the 

L 1 wheeelbarrowi 
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wheelbarrows to rot, and permit the Negroes to diftribute the 
dung by baD{ets in the u(ual manner. ' 

"Was Tobago fupplied with Slaves as ufual during the war; or 
was the fupply totally, or to what degree, interrupted? 

1 am not competent to anfwer that queftion, having been in 
England till the latter end of 1779.-1 believe few Slaves were 
brought there after that time till the capture of the Wand, and I 
do not. recolleCt any after till the peace i-but 1 really cannot an­
fwer the queftioll with precifion. 

Was there, and what diminution in the number during the war? 
I believe there was a confiderable diminution. 

Do you mean to fay, when you mention it will be eleven or 
twelve years before the children born on the plantation would 
be fit to work, and fupply the place of the deceafed, that either 
yourfelf, or any other planter, as you have heard or believe, ever 
put a N egro of eleven or twelve years of age to dig cane-holes, 
or perform other laborious work upon a plantation ufually allot­
tcd to Slaves of full growth? 

Surely no-my an(wer implies the direCt contrary, becaufe I 
fuppofe that at that age the labour of ten fuch children were not 
equal to the laboLl!' of five grown per[ons; but employing thofe 
ten children in lighter work, they might do as much in that 
lighter work as the five able ones might do in that which they 
would then be at liberty to attend to. 

Suppofing a child born upon the plantation to have met with 
'no accident or particular difea(e that has hurt his confritution, 
at what age would fuch child be put to the ,labour of digging 
cane-holes, and other hard work upon a plantatIOn? 

Much depends upon the formation and conftitution of the p~r­
fon-fome of them may be frouter and more able at fifteen than 
others at eighteen-young men are generally defirous of being 
put into the holeing gang as Coon as they feel themfelves ftrong 
and able-I 1110uld [uppo[e in general from the ages of fixteen 
to eighteen are the times they ;).re willing and defirous of being 

,employed in the hardeft work of .the plantation. 

Will it not therefore, in your judgment, require at leaIl: fix teen 
.years to fupply by births the lo[s of an able field Negro? 

Surely it wil} require that time before a young man can be fup­
:pofecl to acquire a tolerable degree of frrength to undergo the harder 

.degreci 
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-degrees of field labour, fuch as digging cane-holes, turning dung, 
and diftributing it into the fields-all which however the able N e­
groes feem to be more pleafed with than the lighter works, which 
they confider as the occupation of feeble women and children; 
and it is remarkable that thofe are works which they generally 
perform finging all the time of their labour, a circumftance pecu­
liar to Negroes while at their work, and I conceive a proof of their 
·not coniidering even' that labour as revere. 

And then the CounCe! and Witne[s were directed to 
withdraw. 

1tE,SOLYED, 
l'HAT' this Examination,of Mr. Francklyn, and Sir A.lbton 

':Warner Byam, be r€?ported .to the Houfe. 
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MINUTES I , &c. 
:REPORTED TO THE HOU 'S£:; 

,Veneris, 19° die Februarii 1790. 

"THE SE"LECT COMMITTEE appointed for the 

F 'Purpofe of taking .the Examination of fuch Witneffes 

-as thall be produced on the ;Part of the feveral Peti­

tioners who have petitioned the Houfe of .Commons 

againibthe Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

,Sabbati,Y3° die Februarii I790. 

:C 0 U N S EL called in -as 'before.; and ·the ,Counfe1proceeded. 
further in their Examination, and called 

A L "E X A N :n E RCA M P 13 ELL. Efquire. 

Of what country are you a native '? 
Of Scotla!1d. 

At what time did you ' go "to the Weft Indies. and to what 
':Hland r 

I went" firft to the Weft lndiesin 1754-was at Barbadoes. 
'-Saint Kitts, ~nd Saint Euftatia, where I ' remained three months-
11 went to Antigua in 1759 as a merchant. where l refided tW0 l 
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years, but was concerned in a hou[e of trade there for four years­
In 1762 I went to Martinique, where I relided near one year and an 
half-In 1763, upon the peace, feeing the proclamation from the 
King of Great Britain, inviting His fubjeCts to come and fettle in 
the New Ceded Iflands; and {etting forth that they fhould enjoy 
the laws of Great Britain equal to what was done in the other 
Colonies, and that their properties and rights {bould be fecured 
to them; and fuppofing that I had the right of a Britith fubject to 
manage and direCt any purchafe or property I fuoulrl inveft in tnat 
country, I went to Granada, and purchafed two fugar eftates, with 
upwards of 300 Slaves, which coft me upwards of £,40,000 fter­
ling-the eftates not being then half fettled or cleared-I fince 
that time have purchafed fourteen different properties in Grenada, 
the Grenadines, Saint Vincent, and Tobago; fame of which were 
partly {ettled, with about 350 Slaves on them. and feveral others 
no ways fettled or cleared, but which I have fince, in part, fcttled 
and cleared-I ~nnot be exact as to the numbers, but I believe 
that I have purchafed, fince 1763, upwards of 1,200 new Negroes. 
which I have put upon my different properties-Since 17631 have 
fold five or lix of the purchafes I made, with about 450 Slaves­
Since 1763, I have refided about one half my time in Europe, and the 
other half in the Weft Indies-I refided in Grenada from the be­
,ginning of 1779 till June 1'788-During the whole. time of my 
being in the Weft Indies I vifited .the other Iflands once a year-a 
great many of the Engli{h, and fome ' of the French Iflands.­
From 1766 to this pn;fent moment, I have been in potfeffion of 
from 500 to near I,oeo Slaves-my own property-I have carried 
on cuI tivation in fugar, coffee, cocoa, and cotton-Since my firft 
pur chafe, there have been r::gular journals keJ;1t . Oil my eil:ates, by 
which I could fee the entries of deaths and births, and ,he work 
done-and while in Europe, journals were regularly fent to me 
frbm ali'>rily eftates.-I' am /lOW jI)poffe!iion of upwards Qf 90Q . 

Slaves. ' 

When did you lail: leave the Weft Lndies ? 
I left the· Weft Indies in June 1788. 

In the purchafes made of lands in the Ceded Inands, were the 
grants of thofe lands according to the terms of the Proclamation? 

All thofe in Grenada and the· Grenadjn~s were purchafes: Inade 
from the proprietors-one in Tobago was bought at the King's 
fale, fubjeCt to the terms ftipulated in the grant, of clearing, which 
I took from my lat.e partner, fubjeCt to the faid terms, and began 
the {ettlement-the other eil:ate in Tobago I bouzht, but was {ub­
ject to the fame terms of the gra.n!. 

At 
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At the period 'of thefe feveral purchafes, by what fpedes of la­
hour were lands cultivated, both in the Ceded Iaands, and the other 
Weft India Wands 1 

By Sla.ves. 

Was it at that time the general opinion of all Weft India Plan­
ters. that lands in the Weft India Hlands could be cultivated by 
110 other means]. . 

Any perf on who has been in the Weft Indies, or knows the na_ 
ture of the .climate, muft: be of opinion that there is no pollibility 
of cultivating the land by white perf ODS from any part of Europe. 
or the Weft Indies j and that where manual labour is neceffary, it 
.cannot be done but by Negro Slaves. . 

. Should the prohibition againft importing Slaves from Africa 
taKe place, do you conceive it pollible to keep up the prefent fiock. 
of Negroes by N c:g[oe~ born in the country? 

1t is impoffible. 

Ullder thefe circ.uftances, -would you have b.ecome a purchafer of 
lands in the Ceded Inands, if you could have conceived that the 
Legiflature of this country would at any future period prohibit the 
importation of Ne.groes from Africa? 

On no account. 

Can you ftate the quantity of land in any of the Ceded Iflands- . 
uncultivated, and.fit for cultivation? 

in Grenada there has been no regular or accurate furvey, but 
from .the map that has been given of the Illand in the French 
time, -it is Said to contain about 80 .. 000 acres, but it is believed. 
to he canfiderablv more-there are from 8 to 10,.000 acres of 
lana in Grenada .. -fome of whiCh has -been in fugar, coffee, coco~ 
and provifions.. but is abandoned for want .of Negroes-and there 
is befides as much lan~, in Grenada, that has been granted hut 
never cleared, which is fit for coffee., cocoa. and provifions-I 
do not know how much land has been fold in Saint Vincent's, but 
I bell~ve that ORe half of the land fold is not cultivated-I dG 
not know the Dumber of acres fold at Dominique, but I have 
been often over great ,part of the lfiand and I do not believe one 
fourth of the land fold is cultivated. . 

Is the land which you defcribe as uncultivated, in Saint Vincent's 
~nd Dominique, ilt for cultivation? 

'I.hey are both very mountainous# and there may be fpots in 
fome 
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~fome of the lots that may be too fteep for cultivation j but in 
general the whole of the land fold is fit for the growth of fome 
,kind of Well: India produce and provifions. 

What number of Slaves is, in your judgment, fufficient to 
'cultivate any given quantity of land in the Ceded Iflands ? 

From my experience as a planter, any information that r could 
give, or that any planter can give, on that fuhjeCt, without he 
faw the land, and knew it, would be only' deceiving, and poffibly 
give wrong information, as the labour depends on the quality 
of the land, the fituation of it, as to climate and other matters" 
!for which reafon it is impoffible for me to give true information 
,thereon. 

Can you form any average proportion, from the lands with 
'which you are acquainted? 

I will mention four fugar eftates-my own' property in Gre­
nada, three of which are adjoining, and the other contiguous­
The firll: eftate, which is within a mile of the fea, confifts of 
320. acres. with 173 Slaves; and has for a great many y:ears paft 
made from 250 to 30.0. hoglheads of fugar-this eftate is thong 
land and which rattoons, fothat there is .little land to be hbled 
yearly-commonly from twenty-four to thirty acres-the holing 
gang of Negroes are feldom employed above a mOllth or five 
weeks in holing-the ell:ates near the .fea are not fo fubjed: to 
weeds as eftates nearer the mountains-On the eftate adjoining, 
farther from the fea, confifring of 450. acres of land, there js 
more cane land, .and more .canes are cut yearly, and though I 
have 180 l'J.egroes J do not make more than from 180 hoglheads 
to 200. hoglheads yearIy.-The ell:ate adjoining to that, where I 
have 206 Negroes, and 460 acres of land. 1 do. not make above 
180. or 200 hoglheads-Thefe eaates are adjoining, and at the 
beginning of a,crqp. a foot of cane on ,the lower eftate will give 
as', much fugar as a foot and an half on the upper eibte.....;J 
mention there matters to {hew that there is no poillbiHty of a 
perfon, who willies to give an accurate account that the LegiflCUllrc 
may go by, .to fay what number of Negroes are equal to W'ork 
an acre-and I further add, that I can make three hog.llieads a 
day, on the low'er l eftate. with lefs Negro labour, fUel, and 
carriage. than 1 can manufaCture twa ho"glh:eads 011 the ~pper 

"eftates. 

;Do ,you then concei.ve .it.to 'be ,i~poffibleto eftinmte generally, 
" b~ 

-. 



bow many Negroes are neceflary to produce a hogfllead of fu­
gar? 

I cannot efiimate that, for the reafons above ftated; becaufe 
I muft firft know the lands and their fituation. 

Can Y<lU eftimate, from your knowledge and experience, whe­
ther the lands in the Ceded Iflands are in general under, or over­
ftocked with Slaves? 

In Grenada, I am certain, there are not three efrates in the Ifland 
fufficiently flaved; and that fully to £lave the prefent lands cleared, 
and what are fit for cultivation, would at leaft require 15,000 
more Slaves.-I do not think Saint Vincent's, to cultivate all 
the lands fit for culti~ation, is above one-half flaved, nor Domi­
nique one-fourth flavedo 

What is the efiimated number of Slaves in each of the Ifland. 
·mentioned ? 

I cannot fay exaetly; but, from feeing the reports from the dif­
ferent Jfiands, and what I know has been purchafed fince at Gre­
J.lada, to the beft of my belief, Grenada and its Iflands contain 33 
or 34,ooo-Saint Vincent 12,000-and Dominique 17,000. 

Defcribe the labour of a Field Negro, at the different periods 
of the year? 

A gang of Negroes on a fugar efrate is compofea of tradefmen, 
fuch as carpenters, mafons, coopers, blackfmiths, boilers, diftil­
lers, field negroes, carters, mule boys, fmall weeding gangs, and 
grafs gangs.-The crop of fugar commonly begins from the 1ft 
of January or February, and continues till the beginning of June 
or July, according as the eftate is flaved.-If the eftate is under­
handed, they are obliged to begin foon in the feafon; during that 
period. the coopers, and fome of the tradefmen, are obliged to 
work at their trade-Some of the other tradefmen go to help to 
take off the crop.-:-In a gang of 180 or 200 Negroes, there are 
commonly fifty cutters and tyers-twenty to twenty-five carters 
an~ mule boys, according as the diil:ance is from the work.­
About the works, and fupplying the mill, taking out the cane 
tralh, and fpreading and drying it, there are feldcm lees than 
from thirty to forty employed ;-boilers, diftillers, and other 
l'eople about the works from fifteen to twenty;"':-watchmell and 
frock-keepers about fifteen.-The young Negroes from twelve to 
fifteen years of age are employed in weeding the young canes.­
.(:hildren from ten to twelve pick gra[s, the reft are fuperannuated, 
lOll the fick liil:, or children not fit for work.-When the crop is 

N n finilhed, 
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~ni!11ed, the Negroes in Grenada have commonly two or three 
;days given them to clear and put in order their gardens.-After 
that they all go to weeding the rattool1S and plants, and continue 
at that labour till about the middle of Auguft, when many of the 
ilrongeft of the gang (commonly about forty, more or lees ac­
cording to their firength) go to holing the land neceifaty for 
the following crop i-the feft of the Negroes continue weeding.­
When the land is holed, and the dung is carried out on the 
grounds by carts and mules, they carry the dung from the heaps 
in the fi eld, and put it into the different ho.les.-Whell the land 
is dunged, tbe Field Negroes of the gang plant it i-this, with the 
making of dung, repairing the roads, and clearing the provifion 
gl'oLll1ds belonging to the eftate, occupy the time of the field 
gang from the time of their finj{hing the crop tiJI they begin 
the next crop. 

At what time of the day does the labour of a Field Negro be­
g in, how late does it continue, and wh at hours are the intervals 
.of reB: ? 

They are commonly in the fi eld about [un-rife (which never 
differs above half an hour from fix o'clock) and never earlier. 
and conti,nue till fun-fet.-ln Grel'lada, and I believe in the 
.other Ceded Hlands, we give three quarters of an hour, fome­
times an hour, for IDreakfaft, and from twelve o'clock to two for 
dinner.. • 

What is the [ea[on of the greatefi Jabour to a Field Slave? 
A Field Negro is the fame time at labour at crop time as out 

-()f crop time.-But in Grenada, and the other Ceded Wands, we 
keep about the works and -the boil.ing of fugar the :whole night i 
from which 'circumlhnce, we commonly divide our gang into 
three fpells of boilers, people to ?ottend the mill, firemen, and 
·to carry out cane trafh-this work requires the labour of from 
twenty to thirty Slaves, according to the number of coppers 
that are boiling-thefe {pells are c.hanged at midnight, [0 that 
it only comes on every third night that tbey lofe their reft of 
llX hours; and when .efiates are fully flaved, there are often four 
[pells. 

Is the crop time therefore. in your judgment, the [ea[on of 
hardeft labour? 

The cutting .of canes is not very hard labour-the tying them 
is very ea[y labour-the feeding the mill, and the work done by 
the .firemen.. are the moll: laborious-all the reft of the work 

is 
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is veryeafy, and, on the whole, r think the crop time is what 
the Negroes like the hefr, and continue more healthy in; and r 
never knew them to complain of the work at that time-the mill 
gang are commonly lingi-flg the whole night. 

Though the labour employed ill different parts of collecting 
the crop is not hard of itfelf, yet is not the labour of crop 
lime, confidering its continuance during part of the night, more 
hard than the ordinary daily work of a Field Negro at other pe­
.riods of the year? 

Mofr certainly it is, as one-half of their time at other feafom 
is only weeding, which a boy from twelve to fifteen, having a 
light hoe, can do as well as they-during the other half of the 
feafon, .Qut of crop time, they are employed in holing, dunging, 
planting, and the other works which I have mentioned before­
all of w llich are eafy works; the holing of land being the mofr 
fevere. 

Defcribe the manner in which the dung is carried, the lize of 
the balket, and the weight carried? 

While the land is dunging, we divide our gang commonly into 
two parts-in Grenada 'we commonly give but half a balket of 
.dung to a hole, where the Jand is rich or in good heart, and a 
balket where the land is poor-the balkets for the Negroes are 
made out of crop time by fame Negroes appointed for that pur­
pofe-they are made of two lizes-that for the frrong gang com­
monly holds about 30 pounds weight, and that for the weakly and 
younger Negroes about 15 pounds weight-the balkets are made 
of twigs, and weigh about a pound weight, and are about 
18 or 20 inches acroiS-the Negroes come together to the heap, 
fill their balkets, and go in a row, and put the half or the whole 
of the contents of the balket into a hole, as the Manager thinks 
requifite for the land; a\1d in the [arne way the [mall gang go by 
themfelves, headed by their own driver, and put the dung into 
the hole-the drivers walk always with the gang to the heap, in 
order to fee th~y put the dung in the hole, but fome put more and 
fome lefs into their balkets. 

Is the weight of a loaded balket [uch, that the Negro carrying 
it appears to be oppreffed, or does he appear to carry it with 
.care? 

It is impoffible for any Field Negro, man or woman, ill health, 
. feeling the weight of 25 or 30 pounds, to think it laborious-the 

dung in Grenada, and other rfiands, where carts, or mules, with 
balkats 
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ifinilhed, the N egroes in Grenada have commonly two or three 
·days given them to clear and put in order their gardens.-After 
that they all go to weeding the rattoons and plants, and continue 
at that labour till about the middle of Auguft, when many of the 
1l:rongeft of the gang (commonly about forty, more or lefs ac­
cording to their {lrength) go to holing the land neceffary for 
the following crop ;-the reft of the Negroes continue weeding.­
When the land is holed, and the dung is carried out on the 
g rounds by carts and mules, they carry the dung from the heaps 
in the field, und put it into the different holes.-When the land 
is dunged, tbe Field Negroes of the gang plant it ;-this, with the 
making of dung, repairing the roads, and clearing the provifion 
grounds belonging to th.e eftate, occupy the time of the field 
.gang from the time of their finiihing the crop tiJI they begin 
the next crop. 

At what time of the day does the labour of a Field Negro be­
gin, how late docs it continue, and what hours are the intervals 
.of reft ? 

They are commonly in the field about fun-rife .(which never 
differs above half an hour from fix o'clock) and never earlier. 
and contim1e till [un-fet.-In Grenada, and I believe in the 
.other Ceded Wands, we give three quarters of all hour, [ome­
times an hour, for bJreakfaft, and from twelve o'clock to two for 
dinner. . 

What is the feaCon of the greatefi labour to a Field Slave? 
A Field Negro is the fame time at labour at crop time as out 

<If crop time.-But in Grenada, and the other Ceded Wands, we 
keep about the works and the boiling of fugar the whole night; 
from which 'circumfunce, we .commonly divide our gang into 
three fpells of boilers, people to attend the mill, firemen, and 
to carry out cape tralh-this work requires the labour of from 
twenty to thirty Slaves, according to the number of coppers 
that are boiling-there [pells are changed at midnight, fo that 
it only comes on every third night that they lofe their reft of 
iix hOllrs; and when eftates are fully flaved, there are often four 
[pells. 

Is the crop time therefore. in your judgment, the Fearon of 
l1ardefl: labour? 

The cutting of canes is not very hard labour-the tying them 
;is very eafy labour--the feeding the mill, and the work done by 
We .fi.rem.en~ are .the moft laborious-all .the reft of the work 

is 
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is veryeafy, and, on the whole, I think the crop time is what 
the Negroes like the heil:, and continue more healthy in; and I 
never knew them to complain of the work at that time-the mill 
gang are commonly fingi·ng the whole night. 

Though the labour employed ill different parts of colleCling 
the .crop is not hard of itfelf, yet is not the labour of crop 
time, confidering its continuan.ce during part of the night, more 
hard than the ordinary daily work of a Field Ne;gro at other pe­
.riods of the year? 

Moil: certainly it is, as one-half of their time at other feafon s 
is only weeding, which a boy from twelve to fifteen, having a 
light hoe, can do as well as they- during the other half of the 
feafon, -'lut of crop time, they are employed in holing, dunging, 
planting, and the other works which I have mentioned before­
all of which are ea[y works; the holing of land being the moil: 
fcvere. 

Defcribe the manner in which the dung is carried, the fize of 
t he bafket, and the weight carried? 

While the land is dunging, we divide our gang commonly into 
two parts-in Grenada ·we commonly give but half a bafket of 
dung to a hole, where the land is rich or in good heart, and a 
bafket where the land is poor-the bafkets for the Negroes are 
made out of crop time by [orne Negroes appointed for that pur­
pore-they are made of two fizes- that for the {hong gang com­
monly holds about 30 pounds weighr, and that for the weakly and 
younger Negroes about 15 pounds weight-the ba{kets are made 
of twigs, and weigh about a pound weight, and are about 
18 or 20 inches acrofs- the Negroes come together to the heap, 
fill their ba{kets, and go in a row, and put the half or the whole 
of the contents of the bafket into a hole, as the Manager thinks 
requifite for the land; a(ld in the [arne way the fmall gang go by 
themfelves, headed by their own driver, and put the dung into 
the hole-the drivers walk always with the gang to the heap, in 
Qf"der to fee they put the dung in the hole, but fome put more and 
{orne lefs into their ba{k.ets. 

I s the weight of a loaded bafket fuch, that the Negro carrying 
it appears to be oppreifed, or does he appear to carry it with 
care? 

It is impoffible for any Field Negro, man or woman, ill health, 
. feeling the weight of 25 or 30 pounds, to think it laborious-the 

dung in Grenada, and other lfiands, where carts, or mules , with 
ba{k(jts 



balkets can go, is carried into the field by [uch carts or mules, and 
the Negroes [eldom have above 200 yards at the moil: to carry and 
diil:ribute it in the holes. 

Are carts or mules, with balkets, u[ed in all cafes, for the pur· 
pofe of carrying out dung, as far as they can be? 

From what I have feen in Grenada, and the other Wands, carts 
and mules, where they could be ufed, have been univerfally fo 
ufed. 

Is there at the time of holing (which is il:ated as a harder [pe­
cits of labour) a more efpecial attention paid to the health of the 
gang, and an addi tional allowance of provifions ? 

In Grenada we gave no provifion to a healthy Slave (except 
llerrings or fal t fiill) without thei r own proviiion ground fhould 
fa il them, and in that cafe we gave no more allowance at any 
one time than at another-We often give them while holing, 
twice a day, weak grog-I do not confider holing to be [0 labo­
r.iolls as to occaiion any ficknefs or diforder to the Negroes, nor 
did I ever know them complain of the hardnefs of that work­
they feem to be fond of it, and commonly fing while employed­
I know feveral tafk gangs , who, from one end of the year to the 
other, are employed in holing land by talk work, and continue 
equally healthy in that employment with Negroes employed in 
the other warks of an eftate .-Nor do I think holing fo laborious 
as mowing, iliearing, ditching, or feveral other works done in this 
country. 

Confidering the whole lab0l!r of a Field Negro, ordinary and 
extraordina,ry, is it, in YOllr opinion, more, or lefs, hard than that 
of a common labourer in thofe parts of Europe with which you 
are acquainted? 

Much ealler than the common labour of this country. 

How are Negroes fed? 
Negroes are fed differently on different iflands-In Grenada. 

where the ellates are large, and have a great deal of new ground, 
it h as univerfally been the cullom to allot fo much land to each 
Negro for himfelf, his wife, and his children, as was thought fuf­
ficient to maintain them, and to djfpefe of the furplus for their 
own private benefit; and, as it has been univerfally confidered the 
greateil: benefit to a planter that his Negroes ihould have a fuf­
iicient quantity of provifions, and the more money the Negroes got 
for th em fd ves, the more attached they were to the property, it has 

been 
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been the cufl:om to give them as much land as they could work 
- rhe cufiom was to give them one afternoon in the week, from 
the finifhing of crop till the beginning of crop again, to work 
in their grounds-The manager, or overfeer, went to the grounds, 
and called the lifl:, to fee if they were il'l their grounds, and 
again call~d the lifl: in the evening-befides this, it was the 
univerfal cufl:om on Sunday morning, at about nipe o'clock, 
for the manager or over[eer to go into the grounds, call,t)Ver 
lift, and fee who were in their grounds; as it was generally the 
<>rders of the owner or manager for the Negroes to go to their 
grounds, except fuch as ha~ pafTports from the own er or ma­
nager of the efl:ate to go to market to fe11 their provi!ions, or to 
go to church, or fee their- countrymen-and I nev~r knew any 
Negro who came to alk leave to be abfent from the eftate, when 
there was occafion for it, r.efufed.-The manager went fometimes 
over the Negro grounds, and the over[eers went twice a week, in 
order to judge of the ftate of the Negro gardens; and when they 
found fome gardets were not properly taken care of, or that there 
was not fufficient food for the Negroes, they always gave fuch 
Negroes :m allowance, and very often gave them further time to 
get their gardens in order-Thefe were the cuftoms in Grenada ; 
and if any owner of an eftate did not give fufficient and proper 
grounds to his Negroes, it would be the means of their ftealing 
and robbing the provifion grounds of their neigh hours, and it 
might occafion a revolt among the Negroes; and it becomes of 
the greatefl: confequence to the inhabitants of the Ifland, that 
all the Negroes are properly fupported.-As fome people were not 
fo attentive to their interefl: as oth,ers, I think, in 1766, the Le­
giflature of Grenada pafTed a law, by which the juftices, at the 
general feffions of oyer and terminer, were direCted to appoint in­
fpeaors in €ach parifh, to examine into the ftate of the Negto 
'grounds; and fuch infpeCtors were to fine fuch as were deficient.­
In 17!:l8 the Legiflature of Grenada pafTed ahother aCt, which is to 
be feen in the Report of the Privy Council, by which the owner 
of each Slave- is obliged to appropriate fo mUGh land to the ufe 
of every Slave as is fufficient to maintain him; which land he 

-cannot take from him, or change, without the approbation of the 
guardians, who are appointed in each pafiih, to fee if the Slaves 
have fufficient ground; and if the guardians confeht to the change 
<>f grounds, the new ground muft be planted a twelvemonth be­
fore the old is given up; and the owner is obliged by law to al ­
low them half a day in a week to work in the ground, till the 
beginning of the next crop-What prov.ifions they raife more than 
fufficient for their own and family's [up port, they have a right 

o 0 to 
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1:0 fell fo·r the highell: price they can get, and to whom they 
pleafe.-They have the liberty of railing poultry and hogs, which 
they fell wherever they can get the beft price for them. 

What are the proviiions which they raife for their own ufe, or 
for fale.? ' 

At Grenada and the Ceded If1ands, plantanes and fig bananas, 
~which are a favourite and good food) caifada, yams of two kinds, 
couch couch, taniers, potatoes, Indian corn, Guinea corn, black­
eyed peas, calavances, Lima beans, French beans, pidgeon pea" and 
various other forts of peas and beans.-They have likewife cabbages, 
111alots, onions, garlic, and other vegetables.-They have alfo pine­
apples, water-mel~ns and mulk-melons, and different forts of pep­
per. Everyone of thefe fpecies of proviiions the Negroes have ' 
in their grounds at fome one or other [eafon of the year. I would 
wi!h to add, that in cultivating thefe proviiions, very little la­
bour is ufed in the planting, and they only require from two to 
three weedings when the ground is covered, fo that no further 
labour is req uifite till they are gathered. The children from 
twelve to fixteen years old, will do equal work with their parents 
jn weeding. In Grenada and the Ceded Iflands, plantanes, caf­
[ada, yams, and taniers, are the principal food that Negroes cul­
tivate for their fupport. The manner of cultivating the plan­
tane-tree, is to dig a hole about two feet long, fix ·or eight inches 
broad, and fix inches deep, in which a plant is put, and which 
plant will require three or four wcedings; when the plant throws 
out three fuckers, which cover the ground, fo that weeds do not 
grow under them; and, in twelve months, each fucker bears a 
bunch of fruit. If the land is good, the bunch is larger, and one 
bunch and an half, or two bunches, are fufficient for the lup­
port of one Negro for a week; fo that each plant having three 
!hoots, is {llfficient for a fortnight's maintenance for one Negro. 
When the fruit is taken off, the tree is cut down even with the 
ground , and fprings up freih !hoots, which bears again the fol­
lowing year; and no cultivation is required . but the weeding. 
T he trt e commonly, in good land, and in feafonable weather, 
grows from twenty to thirty feet in heighth. The other forts of 
proviliolls before-mentioned likewife cover the g'rounds in a few 
months, and only require weeding. The Negroes need not work 
one half of the time allowed them in their gardens; and, as the 
rains do not fet in before Mayor June, before which time they 
cannot plant, they have no occafion to work in their grounds, but 
out of crop-time. . 

Though 
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Though there' is no allowance of fuch proviGons as are the pro-, 
Quce of the land to fueh Negroes to whom lands are allotted in 
Grenada, is there not an allowance of faIt meat? 

There certainly is. 

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were directec tet 
withdraw. 

Lunce, 15° die Februarii 1790. 

COunfel and Witnefs callro in as before; and the Counfel pro­
ceeded in their examination. 

Is any allowance of faIt provifions given in the Ceded IOands t(l Mr. CAMPBELL. 

the Negroes, and how much? 
In Grenada it is cuftomary to give the Negroes once a week 

an allowance of from eight to twelve herrings, according to the 
fize of the herrings, or faIt fi{b in proportion; and for the children 
and infants one half of that allowance is given to their parents­
the Negroes iikewiIe have beef or pork given to them at Chrif!:mas. 

Is it cuf!:ornary to have land planted in Negro provifions, exclu­
five of what is allotted for Negro gardens? 

In Grenada, and in the Ceded Hlands, it is cuf!:omary-and in 
Grenada it is fixed by a law, that a certain quantity of land tbould 
be planted in provifions, and cultivated by the gang of the ef!:ate, 
to fupply provifions for the Hofpital, and for Negroes who from 
indolence neglect their grounds, or who, from cafualties, have not 
provifions fufficient tomaihtain them in their own grounds-and 
there are guardians appointed in each pari{b, whofe duty it is, as 
ret forth by the Act of the Legiflature of Grenada, to viiit and in­
fpect the proviiion 'grounds; and in cafe there is want of provifions 
in thefe grounds fufficient to fupply the iick Negroes, or thofe 
who have not a fufficiency of provifion·$ in their own grounds, it 
is cuf!:omary for the maf!:ers offuch Negroes to buy proviiions for 
them. 

How are new Negroes fed and taken care of when they £irf!: come 
li,Pon the eftate ? 

When new Negroes are purchafed, they are cl(:)athed and dif­
tributed 
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'tiibuted in the houfes of the pri.ncipal Negroes of the el1:ate, and are 
Tegul arly fed with proper food three times a day, which is regular­
"ly ferved to them-this is commonly done for a twelvemonth after 
they are firft purchafed, and longer, till they have a fufliciency of 
provifion s in their own grounds, and t,ill they are accuftomed t() 
,the ways and manners of the other Negroes, and able to provide 
for themfelves.-Tt is cuftomary, on their arrival on the eft ate, to 
"have grounds allotted them; and their firft work is to plant and 
-cu lti.vate thefe grounds; and they .are allowed, at <iifferent times, 
days to k eep the grounds clean from weeds; and they generally are 
allowed to fell the firft provifions p;roduccd on their grounds, in 
,order to a:ttach them to the eibte, and encourage them to cu lti­
vate their grounds-the having property which they call their 
OW 11 , makes them happy, and gives them a better idea of their 1i­
tuation-it is likewife very common 'f{jl" their mailers to give them 
poultry, to encourage them to rear them-this has been my own, 
and the general praCtice. . 

Is the land al lot ted to ea{:h family fufficient to maintain it? 
In Grenada and the Ceded l11ands the land allotted is not only 

fully fufficient, but in general the Negroes difpofe of provifions. 
poultry, and hogs-that every Slave who makes proper ufe of 
the time allowed him to cultivate h~s grOl:lflds, may fell produce 
to the amount of from£.7 to £.15 fierling yearly, more than 
fufficient to maintain him; and [orne Negroes that have good 
land, and are indufirious, often {ell from £. 30 to £.. 40 fierling 
-Negroes and Slaves having children (land being ~110wed them 
for their children) their proportion amounts to more than that of 
lingle Slaves; and I believe, in an the Ceded Iaands, that one-half 
of the current fpecie is the property of the Negroes , 

What ufe do the Negroes make Df the money fo acquired? 
Negroes are naturally fond of gaiety and drefs; and though ' 

they are allowed fufficient cloathing frGm their mailers (which 
they wear on working days) on Sundays guing to church, t() 
market. or to vi.1it their countrymen, they wear fine doath,s, 
which they purchafe themfelves-it is very common. in Grenada 
and the Ceded Wands, to fee the Negroes dretfed in white dimity 
jackets and hreeches, and fine Holland fhirts, and the women in 
muflins-and it is very common to fee the Negro wOmen wear 
four or five India muilin handkerchiefs on their heads, which 
-coft from eight to ten ihillings each-and this is common among 
the F ield Negroes-They are likewife fond of giving entertain-. 
ments to their friends and countrymen.-l have of tell feen Slaves 

give 



give feafis to J 00 or 200 other Slaves, when they have had every 
rarity, and wines, and which I could not have given for £.60 
fterling-and they very often borrow their mafters plate and linen 
to entertain their friends-thefe feafts are very frequent amongll: 
the Slaves-When large hogs are killed by the Negroes on the 
plantations, it is cuftomary to fell them to the other Negroes, in 
fuch fmall quantities as they want. . 

How are the Negroes lodged in the Ceded Hlands ? 
Every Negro who has a family, or any fingle Negro, who are 

defirous of having a houfe, are affifted by their mafter to build 
a houfe-the houfes are commonly from twenty five t~ thirty 
feet in length, and from twelve to fifteen feet broad, divided into 
three parts-the fides and top's are covered with wild cane~ and 
thatched over with cane-tops-they are warm, dry, and comfort­
able, more fo than if covered with boards, and are efteemed m0re. 
healthy~and at one end of the haufe, on the outfide, each Negro 
has a hog pen, and at the other end of the houfe they have a con­
veniency for their poultry. 

Is there a fufficient numbe'r of well-informed experienc3d me­
dical men in the Weft Indie.s ? 

I know no country where there are more able medical men, 
according to the fize of the country, and its inhabitants, than in 
the Weft Indies-in Grenada there are about forty eminent and 
experienced medical gentlemen. 

What is allowed to the doCtor for each Negro? 
At Grenada the doCtor is allowed 7s. 6d. currency for each 

Slave, young and old-He is befides paid for every fmCture, or ' 
()ther furgical operation, which he performs, andzos. currency 
per head for inoculation. 

How are the Negroes treated when fick ? 
When a Negro feels himfelf indifpofed, he comes to the prb­

_prietor or manager of the eftate, and informs him that he is indif­
pofed-He is immediately fent into the hofpita1, where there are 
always two nurfes, who conftantly attend the fick, to give them 
phyfic, nurfe them, and to fee that they are regularly fed with 
proper provifions and nouriihment-the doCtor, if not refiding on 
the eftate, always vifits the hofpital three times a week, and as many 
times more as is neceffary-and the owner or manager, with the 
chief nurfe of the hofpital (who has been accuftomed to attend 
the lick) examine all the Negroes in the hofpital every morning-

p p , ' The 
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1'iibuted in the houfes of the principal Negroes of the ell:ate, and a'fe 
Tegularly fed with proper food three times a day, which is regular­
ly ferved to them-this is commonly done for a twelvemonth after 
'they are firll: purchaCed, and longer, till they have a [ufliciencyof 
provillons in their own grounds, and till they are accu·ftomed t(} 
·the ways and manners of the other Negroes, and able to provide 
for themfelves.-Tt is cuftomary, on their arrival on the efiate, t(} 
nave grounds allotted them; and their firrt work is to plant and 
-culti·vate thefe grounds; and they .are allowed, at -different times, 
days to keep the grou nds clean from weeds; and they generally are 
all owed to fell the firft provillons produced on their ~ounds, in 
order to attach them to the efiate, and encourage them to culti­
vate their grounds-the having property which they call their 
own, makes them happy, and gives them a better idea of their fi­
tuation-it is likewife very common 'for their mafters to give them 
poultry, to encourage them to rear them-this has been my own, 
and the general praCtice. 

Is the land allotted to each family fufficient to maintain it? 
In G renada and the Ceded Iflands the land allotted is not only 

fu lly fufficient, 'but in general the Negroes difpofe of provillons, 
poultry, and hogs-that every Slave who makes proper ufe of 
t:he time allowed him to cultivate h.is grouRc!s, may fell produce 
to the amount of from £. 7 to £. IS fterling yearly, more than 
fufficient to maintain h.im; and [orne Negroes that have good 
land, and are induftrious, often fell from £.30 to £. 40 fterling 
-Negroes and Slaves having children (land being allowed them 
for their children) their proportion amounts to more than that of 
lingle Slaves; and I believe, in an the Ceded Ifiands, that one-half 
of the current fpecie is the property of the Negroes. 

What uCe do the Negroes make of the money fo acquired? 
Negroes are naturally fond of gaiety and drefs; and though ' 

they are allowed fufficient cloathing from their mafiers (which 
they wear Gn working days) on Sundays guing to church, to 
market, or .to villt their countrymen, they wear fine doath.s, 
which they purchafe themfelves-it is very common, in Grenada 
and the Ceded Hiands, to fee the Negroes dreifed in white dimity 
jackets and breeches, and fine Holland {birts, and the women in 
muilins-and it is very common to fee the Negro WOmen wear 
four or five India mullin handkerchiefs on their heads, which 
-eoft fr.om cight to ten /billings each-and this is common among 
the Field Neg·roes-They are likewife fond of giving entertain­
ments to their friends and countrymen-I have of tell feen Slaves 

give 



give feai1:s to 100 or 200 other Slaves, when they have bad every 
rarity, and wines, and which I could not have given for [.60 
fterling- and they very often borrow their mafters plate and linen 
to entertain their friends-thefe feafts are very frequent ar.nongft 
the Slaves- When large hogs are killed by the Negroes on the 
plantations, it is cuftomary to fell them to the other Negroes, in. 
fJ,lch fmall quantities as they want. . 

How are the Negroes lodged in the Ceded IIlands ? . 
Every Negro who has a family, or any fingle Negro, who are 

defirous of having a houfe, are affifted by their mafter to build 
~ houfe- the houfes are commonly from ' twenty five to thirty 
feet in length, and from twelve to fifteen feet broad, divided into 
three parts- the fides and top's are covered with wild cane, and 
thatched over with cane- tops- they are warm, dry, and comfort­
able, more fo than if covered with boards, and are efteemed more 
healthy~and at one end of the houfe, on the outlide, eaeh Negro 
has a hog pen, and at the other end of the houfe they have a con­
veniency for their poultry. 

Is there a fiJfficient number of well-informed experienc(id me­
dical men in the Weft Indies? 

I know no country where there are more able medical men, 
acc?rding to the fize of the country, and its inhabitants, tharr in 
the Weft Indies-in Grenada there are about forty eminent and 
experienced Inedical gentlemen. 

What is allowed to the doCtor for each Negro ? 
At Grenada the doctor is allowed 7s. 6d. currency for each 

Slave, young and old-He is befides paid for every fracture, or ' 
<ltber furgical operation, which he performs, and .20S. currency 
per head for inoculation. 

How are the Negroes treated when fick ? 
When a Negro feels himfelf indifpofed, he comes to the prb­

.prietor or manager of the eftate, and informs him that he is indif­
. pofed-He is immediately fent into the hofpitill, where there are 
always two nurfes, who conftantly attend the fick, to give them 
phyfic, nurfe them, and to fee that they are regularly fed with 
proper provifions and nourilhment-the doCtor, if not refidingon 
the eftate, always vifits the hofpital three times a week, and as many 
times more as is neceffary-and the owner or manager, with the 
chief nurfe of the hofpital (who has been accuftomed to attend 
the lick) examine all the Negroes in the hofpital every lllorning-

Pp Too 
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'The hofpitals are convenient and proper for the fick, with different 
divifions-there is an hofpital upon every elhte, which is obliged 
to be kept in good order and repair by a law of the ifland-Wine, 
and every thing that is requifite, is generally found for the fick­
I believe the hofpitals in general, on the plantations at Grenada, are 
as well attended to as the hofpitals in this country~if the lcall: 
fore appears on the leg of a Negro, not fo large as a fixpence, 
without having any other ailment, it is cuftomary to lay up that 
Negro in the hofpital, as it is difficult to cure fores without con~ 
linement; and the Negt:oes are reg!Jlarly fed by their mailers while 
in the hofpital-it is very cullomary for Negroes to corne into the 
hofpital who have no apparent complain t , but that of a dry ikin, 
and they are allowed to remain a day or two in the hofpital, with­
out their complaint being known. 

What is the general character of the managers and overfeers illl 
the Well: I n dies? 

On an eftate in the Well: Indies, confifting of 3 Of 400 acres of 
land, wi th Slaves and flock f\.lfficient to cultivate it, and which 
may be ell:imated at 30 or 40,0001. Il:erling, the manager of fuch 
an eftatc would be required to be a man of fenfe, humanity, and 
good conduct-He is not only to ftudy the temper of each Slave, 
but he muft be acquainted with the care of the ftock and the cul­
ture of the land, fo that it requires a man of the firll: abilities to 
direct an ell:a te in the Well: Indies, and it is for the intereft of the 
prop rietor to get fuch a perfo n-He take'S every pains to procure 
proper perfons to dirdl: his property-Every planter knowing that 
the principal managemellt of an elbte is to have the Negroes in 
good heart, and taken care of, the firft principle they look to is 
hum:mity in the manager, and, without having fuch a character, 
no planter would employ even his brother-The allowance given 
to managers, in Grenada and the Ceded Iflands, is commonly from 
r sol. to 3001. fterling, which, with the proviiions and ftock, and 
other allowances given them, which they can raife upon the ef­
t ate, is fufficient to enable them to live comfortably and happily, 
and to fave the greatell: part of theif wages-and, if their conduct 
is humane and proper, they are generally as much refpected as the 
proprietor of the eftate, and very frequently become proprietors 
themfelves-that it is only men of fome education and ability that 
are fit for fuch employments, .and they are very often fons of gen­
tlemen from this country, Scotland, and Ireland, who go out from 
this country as ovcrfeers, and by their good conduct, after having 
,experienced the management of Slaves, and manufacturing the 
produce of the grounds, they become managers .• 

What 
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What are the offences for which Negroes are genera.lly pu­
niilied by their mafter or the manager? 

Negroes in general are fubject to thieving, and are fond of 
ftrong liquors; and a number of ill-difpofed Negroes. coming 
from the co aft of Africa, are often guilty of breaking open the 
frores, the rum cellars, flealing provifion-s from thei'r mafters, or 
from each other, quaTfelling and wounding each other, and run­
ning away from the eftate; thefe are the general caufes for which 
mafters puniili ~hei:r Slaves.- AU the eftates are obliged to keep 
guards on the Negro provifion gardens, and to guard the cattle 
pens, il:orehQufes, and rum cellars. 

Can the mafier, 'Or manager~ inflict what puniihment he plea.{es, 
'or is he limited] 

In Grenada, by the law of the ifland, proprietors or manl}gers 
-cannot order any punilhment to b>e given to any Slave which ex­
ceeds thirty-nine lailies, for anyone crime, and that muft be 011 

the breech-nor can any overfeer order a ptmifhment of more 
than twelve lafhes. 

Is the punifhment which, in fact, is -infliCted, generally fevere, . 
or is it flight? 

In comparifon with the punifhment of fifty lailies given to a 
{oldier in this c-ountry for [mall crimes, it is not fo fevere-and. 
being given on the breech, it is foon cured; and prop,rietors and 
managers of eftates often forgive great crimes to aN egro who has 
flat been puni'fhea before, becaufe, after they have been flogged 
ftveral times, they confider it as little punilhment , and good Ne­
groes, and thofe who have not been accuftomed to be whipped. 
feel the difgrace more than the whipping- and, whippings are more 
freq uenton fame eftates than on others. 

Is not the plIJIlifhment in general only a few lafhes, and d0eS it 
not but feJdom exceed a few lafhes ? 

Proprietors or managers of eftates feldom or ever punilh for 
fmall crimes; but they find it requiiite at times to punifh, but not 
too feverely- it is for the interefr of the proprietor Flot to punifh 
fa feverely as to keep the Negro from going to work-nor did I 
-ever fee a punifhment given which I could call very revere, or 
more than the Negro could be3f. 

Are the overfeers allowed to punifh, Of order punifhment, to the 
Negroes? ' 

. No overfeer is allowed to punifh a Slave himfe1f; nor can he, 
by 
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by a law in the ifland, order more than twelve laLh'es to be given 
to a Slave. 

fn your vifits among the illands, did you obferve any oppref­
{ions or ill treatment of the Negroes? 

In the W efi Indies, like every other country, there are fome 
men who are more indulgent to their Negroes than others; but I 
never, that I remember, faw any ill treatment or cruelties exer­
cifed on the N egroes, although I have heard of fome proprietors 
being more fevere than others. 

Did yo u obferve in the illands any beggars, or other miferable 
objects, fuch as are frequently feen in the ftreets in this country, 
and other parts of Europe? 

DUI"ing the ten years, from 1779 to I788, that I was in the 
Wefi Indies, I never faw any beggar, or object of mifery, except 
at Barbadoes , where I faw a great many W hite beggars and mife­
fable objects-fome of them ferving Free Negroes and Slaves, who 
pay a certain weekly allowance to their mafier for their time. 

In you r vifits to the French if1ands, bave you obferved whether 
the French treat their Negroes better than the Engliili do? 

The remarks.that I made were, that the French Domeftic Ne­
groes are very often made the companions of their mafiers and 
their mifireffes-and many of them are the Mulatto children of 
the mafier s-In general, their domcilics are better treated than the 
domeftics in the Englilh if1ands; but they do not cloath or feed 
their Field Negroes fo well as the Englilh feed their Negroes; 
and they generally make their Field Negroes work more, and are 
more fe vere in their puniiliments. 

Do the French Negroes appear to be better difpofed, in general, 
than the Englilh Negroes. 

I think they are confiderably fo-they are not fo given to 
thieving-aim oft all the Negroes being Chrifiians, flnd are more 
enlightened, and have more proper ideas between ricrht and 
wrong-Generally every evening, ollt of crop time, the Negroes 
meet of their own accord, after throwing grafs, at prayers, and 
to fing hymns; which fervice of prayers is al wal's performed by 
one of themfelves, and feemingly with a fervency and devotion 
equal to that ihewn in the fervice in the churches of this 
c,ountry. 

Are 



Are the French Negroes, of which you fpeak, Roman Ca­
tholics ? 

I believe all in the French Hlands are. 

Yon have ftated that you pUl"chafed 1200 African Negroes to 
put on your eftates, What ftate did they appear to be in.? 

All the new Negroes that I ever purchafed feemed to me to be 
in an unenlightened and favage ftate- the Gold Coaft Negroes 
feemed more tractable, and better acquainted with the nature of 
fome fort of work. 

Did you ooferve ;lny fymptoms of difcontent or unhappinefs 
among them when they were purchafed, or upon their ±irft coming 
to the plantation to which they we.re deftincd ? 

When they were expofed to fale they in general wiihcd to 
Olew themfelves off to be purchafed, and after being examined 
feemed to be difappointed, if they were not taken by the pedon 
who looked at them-when cloathed and gone to the plantations, 
and meeting with their countrymen, who they faw cloathed and 
enjoying comforts, they feemed very happy and remarkably 
cheerful-nor did I once, to the beft of my knowledge, fee one 
who feemed to be di[contented at his lot in coming to the 
eltate. 

H,we you ever endeavoured to difcover whether any of them 
wilhed to return to Africa? 

1 have often alked that queftion of fome of the Negroes which 
I have purchafed, and their common anfwer was. «No, Malter, me 
H know better" -nor did I ever know one of them who exprelfed a 
willi to return- they in general wilhed to be thought not African 
Negroes, and it is a common expreffion among them, when they 
quarrel" You are a Salt Water Negro," which is as much as to 
fay, You are a favage. 

" Are there many Chrifiians among the Negroes in Grenada and 
the Ceded Hlands ? 

In Grenada all the Creoles, and the greateft part of the new 
Negroes which have been imported, are Chrifl:ians, it being com­
mon for new Negroes, two or three years after their arrival, to 
be chriftened. In all the efl:ates which I vifited in Grenada, the 
Negroes ajfembled every evening, out of crop-time, after throw­
ing grafs; and on every Sunday evening, in crop-time; when they 
went through the ceremony of prayer with feeming fervency and 
devotion, and (ung hymns more divinely than is common in this 

Q...q country 
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by a law in the i!land, order more than twelve lalhes to be given 
to a Slave. 

Tn your vifits among the illands, did you obferve any oppref­
fions or ill treatment of the Negroes? 

In the W efl: Indies, like every other country, ~here are fome 
men who nre more indulgent to their Negroes than others; but I 
never, that I remember, faw any ill treatment or cruelties exer­
cifed on the Negroes, although I have heard of fome proprietors 
being more fevere than others. 

Did you obferve in the iIlands any beggars, or other miferable 
objects, fuch as are frequently feen in the ftreets in this country, 
and other parts of Europe? 

During the ten years, from 1779 to 1788, that I was in the 
W efl: Indies, I never faw any beggar, or object of mifery, except 
at Barbadoes, where I (aw a great many White beggars and mife­
rable objects-fome of them ferving Free Negroes and Slaves, who 
pay a certain weekly allowance to their mafl:er for their time. 

In your vilits to the French illands, "have you obferved whether 
the French treat their Negroes better than the Englilh do? 

The remarks,that I made were, that the French Domeftic Ne­
groes are very often made the companions of their mafl:ers and 
their miftrdfes-and many of them are the Mulatto children of 
the mafters-In general, their domc!bcs are better treated than the 
domeftics in the Englifh illands; but they do not cloath or feed 
their Field Negroes fo well as the Englifh feed their Negroes; 
and they generally make their Field Negroes work more, and are 
more fevere in their punilhments. 

Do the French Negroes appear to be better difpofed, in general, 
than the Englilh Negroes. 

I think they are conliderably fo-they are not fo given to 
thieving-aim oft all the Negroes being Chriftians, filld are more 
enlightened, and have more proper ideas between rio-ht and 
wrong-Generally every evening, 04t of crop time, the Negroes 
meet of their own accord, after throwing grafs, at prayers, and 
to ling hymns; which fervic~ of pra~ers is always performed by 
one of themfelves, and feemlllgly with a fervency and devotion 
equal to that ihewn in the fervice in the churches of this 
country. 

Ar(; 



Are the French Negroes, of wh ich you {peak, Roman Ca­
tholics ? 

I believe all in the French Illands are. 

You have fiated that you purchafed 1200 African Negroes to 
put on your eftates, What ftate did they appear to be in.? 

All the new Negroes that I ever purchafed feemed to me to be 
in an unenlightened and favage fiate- the Gold Coafi Negroes 
feemed more traCtable, and better acquainted with the natu·re of 
fome fort of work. 

Did you obferve any fymptoms of difcontent or unhappinefs 
among them when they were purchafed, or upon their firfi coming 
to the plantation to which they were defiined ? 

When they were expofed to fale they in genera1 wiibed to 
{hew themfelves off to be purchafed, and after being examined 
feemed to be difappointed, if they were not taken by the pedon 
who looked at them-when cloathed and gone to the plantations, 
and meeting with their countrymen, who they faw c10athed and 
enjoying comforts, they feemed very happy and remarkably 
cheerful-nor did I once, to the befi of my knowledge, fee "ne 
who feemed to be difcontented at his lot in comiftg to the 
efiate. 

Have you ever endeavoured to difcover whether any of them 
wiihed to return to Africa? 

I have often a!ked that quefiion of fame of the Negroes which 
I have purchafed, and their common anfwer was, H No, Maller, me 
" know better" - nor did I ever know one of them who exprelfed a 
willi to return- they in general wiibed to be thought not African 
Negroes, and it is a common expreffion among them, when they 
quarrel" You are a Salt Water Negro," which is as much as to 
fay, You are a favage • 

. Are there many Chrillians among the Negroes in Grenada and 
the Ceded Iflands ? 

In Grenada all the Creoles, and the greatefi part of the new 
Negroes which have been imported, are Chrillians, it being com­
mon for new Negroes, two or three years after their arrival, to 
be chrifiened. In all the efl:ates which I vifited in Grenada, the 
Negroes alfembled every evening, out of crop-time, after throw­
ing grafs; and on every Sunday evening, in crop-time; when they 
went through the ceremony of prayer with feeming fervency and 
devotion, and fung hymns more divinely than is common in this 
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country in the fervice of cathedrals. They often read the fervice 
over their dead, and are defirous to bury them in the churches. 
They often attend the ch urches, fometimes the Englifh and fome­
times the Roman catholic churches. The clergy at Grenada are 
obliged, by law, to chriften the Negroes without any fee, and a 
certain number of times in a year to vifit each eftate, and in­
ft rutt the Negroes in religious principles. I believe the Negroes 
:in the other Ceded Wands are equally religious, although there 
is no law of the Wands to oblige the clergy to chriflen them 
without fee, or to vifit the eftates. 

Are any of them Chrifiians at the time when they are firil 
imported from Africa, or did you ever know a fingle inftancc 
·of it? 

Not that I know of. 

Are you acquainted with the Caribs of Saint Vincent's; defcribe 
them, their mode of living, and their conduct ? 

I fettled an efl:ate, and bad Negroes, for two years, adjoining tbe 
Carib country. I have often (een tbem at Saint Vincent's, and I 
have an iOand within five leagues of Saint Vincent's, where they 
often come to fi{h-I have often feen them at that ifland-They 
are in poffeHion of the beft and rich eft part of land at Saint Vin­
cen t's, where there are fpot s bere and there near their houfes 
cleared ; and which land is put in plantanes and caffada by the 
women. The men, when there is want of food, employ their 
time in fiiliing and looking for crabs; at other times they are 
quite idle, and go amongft the fmall Wands in the Grenadines in 
fearch of fiili, birds, and eggs. They generally go naked, except 
a rag tied round thei.r waift to cover their nakednefs, and live in 
the fame favage ftate as they £lid on the coaft of Africa. They 
generally fpeak French, and there have always been French mif­
iionaries among them, till the Wand was ceded to Great Bri­
t ain; bl:1t they have nev·er been able to make Chriftians of them. 
The women fometimes raife a little toba,cco, and -the men make 
balkets, which they fell among the neighbouring Wands for li­
quors. I have Often known my own Negroes feed them, as 
thinking them objects that required it. My own Negro Slaves 
confidered themfelves much happier, and the Caribs as beneath 
them, although they came originally from Africa. 

Are the Caribs free? 
Yes-and confidered fo by this ~otJntry" which has entered 

into 
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the poffeffion of thelI 

'Can you form any Judgment of the fiate of population among'fi 
;rhe Caribs? 

There had been no returns made of their numbers when w~ 
-entered into treaty with ·them-nor is it known what their num-
1:Jers cottfified of; but at the time of the treaty it was [uppofed. 
a Dd gtnerally faid, they were about 800 men fit to bear arms; it 
Ie ttow generally believed, they are not fo fhong, and that they 
b:ure 4ecreafed; but I believe there is no perfon who can give an 
.etta I!Ccdunt of their numbers then or at prefent. 

De you not conceive, that,. before the ceffion of Saint Vincent 
by the treaty of Paris, their numbers were kept up by the ac­
veffion of runaway Negroes from the other Iflands ? 

1'~e Ifland of Saint Vincent being contiguous to the Illands 
.of Martitlique, Saint Lucia, Barbadoes, and Grenada, the Ne­
groes eQuId come in fmall open canoes from thefe Iflands.-I be­
lieve it WliS the receptacle for runaway Slaves, -and their num­
bers greafly increafed by them; and it is clear that they inter-

witH the yellow Caribs at Saint Vincent's, from the dif­
of their hair and complexions from thof~ which come· 

', .~'t,· ttotn Afriea. 

;>,,%~!liIe y~~ ;~t:qul~~~t~ with the fiate of the yellow Caribs in 
and their mode of living? 
1787.-1 went between twenty and 

In my way I paffed, at different 
of the yellow Caribs, in different 

of whom had their children 
or cradles.---The women and 

IC#.dli)~~epting rags about their waiih.---They 
_"\'" .... __ _ ,,._ .. ~; and I underfiood from the Go-

number of them in different parts 
WllP: 'W'IPIt-~tl1' ,,"Ulll;UJ.,U of a great many parcels of 

but not cultivated.---A few 
planted near their houfes or 

001.1 -temporary, fuch as they could 
build 

.. 
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build in a day, as they Gften changed their grounds in fearch of 
filh and prog.---I undedrood from their Governor, and other in •. 
habitants of Trinidada, that i t was one of the firfl: fettlements of 
the !:Jpaniards in the Weit Indies; and though they have had, 
tlnce the firft fettlemcnt, SpaniD1 priells :l.mongil: them, and though 
the i3paniards arc zealous and bigots to tLeir religion, always tak­
ing uncommon pains to make converts, they have never been 
ab le to convert them to Chriftianity.---I believe they are at this 
day in the fame fava:;e itate as they were at the firit fettlement of 

, the I1hnd • 

. \re they a free people? 
rheyare. 

Are yeu acquainted with the ftate of Free Negroes and Mu­
lattoes in the {everal iilands'\vhere you have refided ? 

Yes. 

Defcribe their mode of life, and the manner they fupportthem­
felves. 

The principal part of thefe Free N egroes have been formerly 
Slaves, and have been made free by their mafters, as being fa­
vori tes, or as a reward for their fervices~I ha.ve known many of 
them, who wiihed for their freedom, afrerwards repent of their 
being made free, as th ey found it difficulr to maintain themfelves 
fo well as they were maintained before; and if they were taken 
l1ck they were very often in want of neceffary comforts eq ual to 
what they had before-The women commonly take to huxtering 
in the towns, and very often received ftolen goods from the 
Slaves-Some of the men, who are trade[men, have followed 
their occupation till they could purchafe a Negro, and then left 
off working th emfelves-Some of them lived idle upon the gains 
of Negro We)1cbes-I never knew a Free Negro., in any of the 
ifiands, work in the field at daily labour, nor do I believe fuch 
Negro would hire himfelf to. work in the field for any wages­
Their general idea of liberty [eems to be, not to be obliged to. 
work. 

Have you ever known White people to work in the fields, in 
the Weft I Gdies ? 

The (un in the Weft Indies is fo intenfely hot, that very few 
European conl1:itutions can bear it, without being [ubject to. 
di[eaies; and it is commonly the healthieft and ftollte{l: young 

.perfons that are mcft fu bjeCl: to. di[eafes in a warm coulltry.....,it 
has 
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ll-as heen found by experience, that foldiers, and failors expofed to 
,the fun are liable to difeafes; and it is cuftomary for the r(!giments 
in the Weft Indies to exercife before the fun r!ifes; and we often 
,give umbrellas to the overfeers, to defend them from the fHn and 
the rain-It is not therefore poffible for any European conftitu­
tion to ftand any kind of field labour. 

Do fRch tradefmen or artificers, who are White men, work in 
the open air, or within doors and under fued ? 

White tradefmen in the Weft Indies feldom wo')k themfelves, 
in doors or out of doors-there are Negro tradefmen of every 
defcription on the eftates, whom the white tradefmen direct, but 
the Neg.roes layout the work-the White tradefmen do the light 
and nice jobs themfelves, and feldom do the heavy or fatiguing 
work. 

Is it poffible, in your judgment, to cultiv;tte -land in the Weft 
India iilands by Europeans? 

Q.!!ite impoffible. 

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were directed to 
withdraw. 

Martis, 16° die Februorii 1790. 

COunfel and Witnefs caned in as before; and th~ Counfel pro­
",eeded further in their Examination. 

Have you refided in North America, and are YOll acquainted Mr, CAMPBELL. 
with the free Indians there? 
_ I relided in North America from 1753 to 1759 (except in an 

eXcurfion which I made to the Weft Indies @fabout four months .. 
and a refidence of a twelvemonth in Great Britain)-during 
,the time I was in North America, I faw fome Indians that were 
{ettled on the Eaftern thore of Virginia, and who had poffeffion of 
lands there; and though I believe no other Indians had come to 
that part of the country for fifty years before, as it was the land 
Glc:areft the rea, and firft fettled by Europeans, and though there 
.... JlOt then above thirty of there Indians fettled in the well-in-

R r habiJ:ed 
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habited country, they fiill followed their cufioms and man'ncrs, 
lind were then in a favage fiate.-I refided in North Carolina ill 
1758 and 1759, where feveral tribes of Indi:ms had lands in the 
m idft of a well-inhabited cOMntry, and were for a great many years 
:at a great difrance from the other nations of Indians, yet they 
were fiill in a favage fiate-the men never work in the fields , only 
hunt and fifh, the women doing all the labour of railing corn 
:for their fubfifience. 

Have thefer:.ldians been converted to Chrifiianity? 
No-I believe not one. 

Can the plough he ufed to advantage in the Cedcd Itlands, [0 as 
'to fave Negro labour? 

The Ceded Iflands are generally very moun tainous and frony, 
.and there is very little fl at land where the plough can be ui'ed­
there are exceilive torrents of rain at times, infomuch that on the 
land ploughed on a declivity the foil would foon be walhed away 
-the flat land is mofrly firong clay land, and in wet weather could 
not be ploughed; and it is difficult to be ploughed in dry weather, . 
on account of the drynefs and hardnefs of the foil-I do not be­
lieve there are a thoufand acres of land in Grenada fit to be 
ploughed; and land ploughed mufi have fame labour of Negroes 
employed thereon before it can be planted-the lands in the Ceded 
Hlands rattoon-the lands holed in general can be done by the Ne-' 
groes of the efiate after the weeding is over, when they have little 
.other work to do, and as the fame number of Negroes are obliged 
to be- kept on the efiate to take off the crop in proper times.­
The ploughing of land would be very little faving-through the 
difficulty of procuring a ploughman who underfiands his bufine{s • 
. ~nd the nature of ploughs differing in every part of this country, 
together with the expences of fuch a ploughman, and the expences 
of horfes and cattle; the charges would be double to what the 
land which was to be holed would cofi, if done by talk. work.­
Ploughs have been often tried, and found by experience not to an­
fwer; and I believe no people pay more attention to their intereft 
than perfons in the Weft Indies, or would more, e;tgerly purrue 
any mode wherein they thought the labour of their Slaves cOlild 
be faved. 

Do you think it pomble to carryon the cultivaUcm of a fugae 
·eftate but by Slaves attached tQ the efrate? 

I think it totally impoffib1e, from the nature of a Wei\: India 
'efiate, where it is requifite to have 2 or 300 N~groes on j or 
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400 acres ofland-the nature of the work is [uch, that the ableft 
planter cannot afcertain at what time the conftant attendance of 
the Negroes is moft requifite to carryon the cultivation-and the 
abfence of the gang for a fortnight from the ell:ate, at anyone 
time, would be very injurious to the cultivation, and a con­
fiderable lofs-it might be years before the ell:ate could be got 
into proper order-it would be impoffible, if there were not 
Negroes attached to the eftate, to hire, lodge, or feed, fuch a 
number of Slaves as would be requifite. 

Is it your opinion, founded on experience. that the Negro 
women in the Weft Indies breed lees frequently, and conti nne 
to breed for a ihorter period of time, than the women of colder 
climates? 

I believe that women in the Weft Indies do not breed fo foon, 
and do not continue fo long to breed, as women in a colder 
climate-they felliom have more than five or fix children, and 
they begin early connections with the fex, and have more variety, 
which likewife tends to prevent their breeding. 

Are the children in the Well: Indies more fubjeCt to fatal difor­
ders than children in a colder climate? 

I have had regular journals kept on my own eR:ate for twenty­
[even years, by which I could fee the difeafes children died of, 
and have now upwards of 180 children on my property-I have 
found from my own experience, and from what I have heard 
from the maR: eminent men in the medical line in Grenada, that 
many children die of the lock-jaw in a few days after their birth 
-a great many die of worms-and the putrid fore-throat is very 
fatal to young infants before the doCtor can get them to take a 
fufliciency of bark; and almort all the children have the yaws, of 
which, at times, the firll: medical men in this country have not 
been able to effeCt a cure, fa as not to leave them liable to other 
difeafes- Thefe are the chief difeafes which children are fubjeCl; 
to in Grenada more than in colder climates. 

Are the inhabitants in the 'II[ ell: Indies, both children and 
adults, fubjeCt to fuch epidemical difeafes as to produce great 
mortality; and what, in your opinion, are the caufes of thofe 
epidemical diforders ? 

Every Wand in the Well: Indies is at times fubjeCt to intenfe 
heats, long 4roughts, heavy torrents of rain, calms, and cold 
bleak north winds, which at different times caufe putrid fevers 
and putrid fore-throats, and inflammatory fev,ers, pleurifies, liver 

.complaints.. 
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~omplaiJl ts, and dyfenteries, which often occafion great mortality; 
.and it is commonly the healthiefl: and ableft of the flaves that 
are moft fubjeCl: to thefe diforders, and to whom it proves more 
fatal than to thofe of a more .delicate habit. 

Are there any other caufes which fLlbjeCl: Slaves to great 
mortality? 

All the Iflands in the Weft Indies are fubjeCl: to hurricanes, 
,gufts of wind, or excefs of rains, by which the provifions are 
deft roy ed, from July to November; and thefe happening at a 
feafon when there is no iliipping in the country, and the diftance 
from this country being too great to fend for a fupply of pro­
vifions to feed the flaves with, they are often obliged to eat the 
grou:nd provifions and corn before they are fully ripe, which 
often occafion fluxes and great mortality among them; and I have 
often known, from thefe caufes, that half of the gang of an eftate 
have been taken with fluxes, and th is happens very frequently­
formerly (when we traded with America) when thefe calamities 
happened, we could fend to America and get dry provifions in a 
iliort time to feed our Negroes, but being at prefent deprived of 
that fupply, the above diforder becomes very fata l to Slaves, and 
I believe f,fom this caufe as many Slaves are 10ft as from the 
diforders in the country-this may be remedied by eftabliiliing 
a commercial trade with America in fmall veffels, which would 
be for tbe advantage of both countries. 

Are thofe epidemical diforders frequent in all the Ifiands ill the 
Weft Indies? 

I believe there is no Wand in the Weft Indies but what is fub­
jeCl: to them at difFerent times; and feldom above three or four 
years pafs i·n any of the Iflands without the inhabitants being 
fubjeCl: to fome or other of thefe diforders, both among the Whites 
and Blacks-very often an eftate will increafe in its numbers, by 
more births thail deaths, for a certain time, and very often in one 
month or two lofes a fourth or fifth part of its Slaves by thefe 
epidemical diforders-I myfelf have an eftate in Grenada, fituated 
in the healthieft part of the ifland, where, from 1766 till 1786 
I had not put on above twenty new Slaves, and fold near as many, 
and my numbers did not diminiili above ten in that time-the 
gang confifted of about 200 Slaves-in 1786 I loft fixteen Slaves, 
and four only were born-in 1787 I loft twenty-five Slaves (moil: 
-of them being the ftouteft and ableft of my gang) with a liver 
complaint, of which they died in a few weeks-all the neigh­
.homing efrates {offered equally, and one of my neighbours in 
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particular loft forty-feven Slaves,out of a gang . of 300, of tho 
fame diforder; and the year following the diforder was fatal in 
other parts of the IGand of Grenada, where it attacked the Whites 
AS well as the Blacks- and of which diforder I loft my nephew, 
And feveral of my managers and overfeers were attacked with it 
-The diforder had never been known fo common or fatal in the 
Inand of Grenada before, but has fince been more frequent in all 
the Wands; and I believe this diforder muft have been occafioned 
by the climate.- I left -the Weft Indies in June 1788, and by 
the returns of my Slaves at Grenada in June 1789, I have had 
an illcreafe of eight Slaves, births more than deaths; but by the 
ktters of OClober laft, the inhabitants of the Wand are very 
1ickly, and in fix weeks I have loft feventeen Slaves with the flux, 
moft of them able Slaves; and by the laft accounts the }{land 
ll:il! appears more unhealthy, and .it is probable I {hall have all 
account of the 10fs of as many more-all the Wands, I believe, 
have fuffered in prqportion with .myfelf-and,. from the accounts 
from fome of the other H.1ands, it appears that the inhabitants are 
equally fickly with thofe of the Wand of.Grenada; and in parti-

-<:ular at Saint Kitt's and the Leeward Wands they loll: a great many 
of their Slaves about two years ago. 

If you could not have purchafed Slaves to fllpply the places of 
thofe who died in the years 1786 and 1787, what muft have been 
the confequence ? -

In the gang of. the eftate, confifting of about 170, I was obliged 
to have about thirty cutters in the field, and, twenty tyers-and if 
I could not have [upplied myrelf with grown Slaves to replace 
thore which I loft, even the lo[s of fifteen or twenty grown Slaves 
would have occafioned at leaft fixty or feventy hogfheads of fugar, 
and forty puncheons of rum, difference in my crop; and I am afraid" 
in fpite of every attention to humanity, rather than fuffer [0 great 
a diminution of my crop, the other Negroes would have been 
made to work more than they would have done if my eftMe had 
been fully flaved, and it might be the occaiion of a greater lo[s 

• of Slaves the year following than I {bould otherwife have had, 
and a greater dimi~ution of my .crop in proportion-whereas, by 
purchafing twenty new Slaves from the Coafi: of Africa, I {hould 
pay to this country, for the manufattures, pucnt, and freight, a 
thoufandpounds; for the coft of the Slaves, the duties, freight, 
and charges to this country on the fixty or feventy hog(heads of 
[ugar I {hould make, and one-fourth of the rum that would come 
to this country, would be a thoufand pounds more; befides what 
1 {bould pay to this country for herrings, cloathing, and imple-
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ments of hufbilridry, which would be at leaft £. roo more; fo 
that, by the importation of . fuch twenty Slaves, this country 
would benefit upwards . of £.2,000, and I lhould be repaid the 
]ofs in one year-;-and the caufe of humanity would be proteCted, 
as it would be faving my other Slaves from more labour, and 
would be the means of bringing twenty Slaves from a naked and 

• favage fiate .. to be doathed, better fed, and made Chriftians of. 

If an eftate is not fully fiocked with Slaves, fo as to continue 
the cultivation of the whole, what mufi be the confequence ? 

Every perf on who is acquainted with the nature of a fugar 
, dtate m u {t know, that if the . eftate is weakly handed, the crop 
muft be begun as early as the beginning of J anuary, and con­

: tinue till June or July; the confeq uence of which is, that the 
' canes are at that time watery, and .that it will take fometimes 
from 2,500 to 3,000 gallons of.liquor to make a hog!head of 

. fugar; whereas, if I "was fully handed, I could begin in the 
months of March, April , or May; and in that cafe 1,5°0 gallons, 
~r lefs, would make the fame quantity of fugar, with half Ithe 
labour to the Slaves and ftock; 10 that it is much for the interell: 
of the proprietor, and for the eafe and comfort of the Slave, that 
the eftate !hould be fully handed. It is well known, that lands 
in the Ceded Iflands being newly cleared, if only negleCted for a 

. twelvemonth, would grow up into wood and bruG1 to the heighth 
of ten or twelve feet; and if the gang were weakly, part of 

, the eftate muft be abandoned, and the Slaves rendered more un­
healthy by means of fuch land growing up into brulh and wood . 

. Sappofing the Ceded manas were at this time entirely cleared, 
in full cultivation, and fully fto.cked with Slav.es, would the then 
number of Slaves be fufficien.t ·to continue the fame cultivation, 
and raife the fame prod uce ? 
No~by no means.; for at .prefent the lands at Grenada, and 

the Ceded Wands, are new and rattooll, and when holed require 
lefs dung. The longer the land is in cultivation, and the oftener 
it is opened, the lefs it will rattoon, -and it will require more 
land to · be opened, and more dung and cultivation to be given to 
it; fo that an efiate with zoo Slaves (which are fully fufficient at 
prefent, where the land is new and rattoons) will, in twenty-five 
or thirty yeafs hence, require near 300 Slaves to keep up the 
produce of the efiate, and I conilder the increafe -of iabour will 
be equal to two .per cent. yearly to keep qp the ,produce of the 

.efiate. 

Having 
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Having ftated, in l former part of your evidence, that theriwere 
many more men than women amongft the Slaves .in the €eded 
Iflands, do you conceive if the number of women was made 
equal by purchafes to the number of men, that the ftock of the 
Slaves could be kept up by breeding? 

I do not think it poffible. 

CanYOtl, from your own judgment, founded on experience, or 
from the accounts which you have received from others, eCtimate 
the yearly decreafe of Slaves? 

My own eftates are partly in the ifland of Grenada, to the 
windward of the iiland, fituated in as healthy a fituation as any 
in the ifland, having provillon grounds of feafonable good land, 
fufficient to maintain four times the number of Slaves I ever had; 
and, during the twenty-feven years I have been ' a planter, about 
two-thirds of that time I have had one of the moft eminent ine­
dical men of the profeffion living on the eftate; and during the 
rell: of the time, an able medical man attended three times a week, 
or as much oftener as was required.-Regular journals have beell 
kept on my eftate, from 1763 to this day, of births and deaths; 
but, as I cannot now have recourfe to them to ftate the exact num­
ber of births and deaths, I fpeak to the beft of my knowledge. 
and believe that the deaths exceeded the births about three per cent. 
annually, ypon an average.-From my own obfervations, and from 
what I have learned from others, I believe the decreafe on the whole 
ifland has been as much, if not more; and I believe the other 
Ceded Iflands have loft full as many in proportion.-The decreafe 
in the Old mands, I believy (not being fo well fupplied with 
provillons as the Ceded Iflands, although the Ceded Wands are ren­
dered more unhealthy by nOt being fully cleared) is near as great. 
-In Crenada, from the capture of the ifland in 1779 till the re­
ll:oNtion of it in 1784. from eftimations made, the lo[s was efti­
mated at four per cent. although the ifland was at that time more 
than commonly healthy, few of the White inhabit-ants having 
died while it was in the hands of the French; and I believe the 
additional mortality was owing to the [cartity of provifions, which, 
in .time of war, 'Could not be procured.-I am interelted in a 
mortgage on t~~ee ell:ates fituated in a healthy part, to the win~­
ward of DomInIque, where there was plenty of grel1nd provt­
fion on the eftates, and a medical man conftantly refiding thereon, 
and on which eftate.s lhetehave been no fupplyof Negroes put from 
1779 to this time; aDd I believe the decreafe there has been equal 
to f(lur per cent.-'Fwn (dts of the works were obliged to be 
aba,Qdoged, from the decrel1fe of the Negr(Jes -the eftates have 

. grown 
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• -r;rown to bnHh and wood, and,do not make . hiM the produce they 
did in 177~' 

If the Slave Trade- was to be abbtHhed, what effect do you con­
. ceive it would produce on the minds of thofe Slaves who are al­

ready in the Weft Indies? 
The Slaves being. fenfible that when -an efl:ate is underhanded 

.it is liabl e to M.10re' laboor, by means of the crop bei~g obliged 
to be taken off at unfeafonable times; and being fenfible that 
part of the efl:ate, growing into brufh and wood out of cultiva­
tion, would be rendered unhealthy, and that · the labour would 

, fall more hard upon them, they would become broken-hearted, 
and gi.ve themfelves up to defpondency-Nothing makes the Slaves 

. more . happy than to fee new Negroes come on the eftate, as it 
ca fes .thelf labour, and is the means of their getting wives; and 

. it is well known. to every perfon who has ever 'been in the Weft 
Indies, that nothing makes the Sla.vesdefpond fo much as when 
~here are no frefh fupplies brought to the efl:ate.-By letters which 
1 have. received lately from. fome of the members of the Legif­
bture of Grenada, they fay that the Slaves begin to be a little 
turbulent, and exprefs themfelves, that the Parliament of Great 
Britain would make them free if it was not for their mafiers.­
With thefe ideas, the whole of the White inhabitants might be 
deftroyed in a night or a day; and I believe, if they knew that 
the Parliament of Great Britain meant to abolifh the Slave Trade, 
fo eifential to their eafe and comfort, and could come at thafe 
who iliould. pafs fuch a law, they would not hefitate at defiroying 

l them . 

During the laft war, was not the importation of Slaves from 
· Africa interrupted, and what was the confequence? 

Amongil: the , iflands captured by the French, the importation 
of Slaves was almoil: entirely Jl:opt; and . I believe there was very 
little .importation to the other illands for . fome years; the confe-

· quence of which was, that the iilands fen off greatly in their num­
bers and cultivation, Grenada having diminifhed , nearly. to the 

· amount of feven ~houfand. and . I bdJeve the other :t!lands have 
, diminifl1ed in the fame proportion.; and lince the capture, all 

the illands have been and are , in great · want ,of Slaves; and the 
French, Dutch, . and $paniar.ds, have given ·half as much more for 
them as we have given in , ollr i'flamh-The demar.1ds· beipg great 

' from the foreign iil:lnds, we were ·obliged "to take tbe Slaves in 
lots of young and old, fetting afide the ll<::k and difeafed-The 

'.buyer being at .the will of the feller, he cauld · notpurchafe wo-
. meg, ' 
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men, and fuch Slaves as he could wilh-There is a greater pro­
portion of men than women; and a great many women, when 
brought from the coaft of Africa, are paft child-bearing. 

Did not that diminution of the number of Slaves occafion a di­
minution of the produce of thole Ifla~ds? 

Moft certain I y • . 

Has the difcuffion of the quetlion of abolition produced any ef­
feel: on Weft India credit and property? 

Moft certainly it has-The mortgagees and creditors of Weft 
India property are alarmed at the confequences, and are defirous of 
getting their money.-It has put a total ftop to the further loan of 
money on Weft India property. and to the Cale of Weft India 
eftates.-Tlie Weft India proprietors fettled on theft: If1ands, and 
who hold their property guaranteed by charters and acts of par­
liament, confideting themfelves, although in the Colonies, as hav­
ing equal rights to the protection of their property, and the ma­
.nagement of it, as if they were fettled in this country; and finding 
that they are likely to be deprived of the only means of preferving 
the value thereof, by aCl:s of parliament made by the Legiflature of 
Great Britain (which cannot be fllppofed to be 1'0 fully acquainted 
with their fituation) they confider their eihtes as in a more pre­
carious and uncertain frate, and, under fuch circumftances, cannot 
fell or difpofe of any property. 

What, in your opinion, would be the confequence to the Weft 
India Wands, and to this country, if the Slave Trade was to be 
abolifued ? . 

The decreafe being three per cent. yearly on the Slaves in the 
Weft: Indies, and that decreafe falling more in proportion on the 
able and grown Slaves .. the 10fs of labour may be eftimated in the 
pt"oponioll of two per cent. more; and the annual increafe ofla­
OOIir being equal to two per cent. to keep up its produce, and that 
frill t:endeRd more by the mands being- rendered unhealthy from 

,.the lands gt"owing into bruth aild wood, and from the defpondency 
. of the Slaves, the l()fs would be in a greater proportion-If any 
epidemical diforders were to happen in any part of this kingdom, 
fu as to cauCe a lofs of half its inhabitants, that decreafe could 
be fuppLied from this) Of' the neighbouring kingdoms; or if the 
like diforders were to happen in any part of Africa, Slaves might 
... bought, or ini'1Qbittmts procured, from the other parts of 

·ca, to fupply me lofs occalioned by fuch dij~)rders-Bl1t if the 
ve Trade is abolilhcd, and if fuch diforders happen in anyone 
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:of the Wands, it can~ot be fupplied from any 'of the reft, as no 
,perfon would p:lrt with a Slave at any price.-For thefe reafons it 
is natural to conclude, that in a certain time the abolition of the 
Slave Trade will be the ruin of the Wef1: India property, and the 
.deil:ruCtion of the Slaves that are already there. . ' 

And then the Counfd and Witnefs were directed to 
withdraw.. 

Mercurii, 17° die Februarii 1790. 

COunfel and Witnefs called in as before. and tme Counfel pro­
ceeded in their Examination. 

Mr. ;c'AMP.BELL. If this country {hould abolilh t,he African Negro trade, would 
it, in your opinion, be carried on by other nations j and what woulal 
be the confequence ? 

My opinion on that fnbjeB: .i~, that it would be the means of 
.other nations, who have hitherto carried on very little of that trade, 
going very extenfively into it-France having Colonies in the Weft 
Indies , which are not half cultivated, and which are equally fertile 
and fit for the cultivation of fugar, and other Weft Indian produce~ 
and knowing that the fettlement of thofe Colonies by Slaves woulci 
be the means of encreafing their !hipping and feamen, and that it 
would enable them to man their na",y, and be the means of their 
.acquiring wealth, and fupplying the other powers of Europe, hav":' 
ing no Colonies of their own, wifh thofe produaions Bf the Weft 
Indies, which are bec~me the necefTary articles of confumption; 
and feeing ho,w advantageous this trade would be, have granted 
bounties on Slaves, and the !hipping importing them to their 'Co­
lonies.-Spain, whofe policy has hitherto been to keep the greateft 
part of their Colouies in an unimproved f1:ate of cultivaficn, and 
to keep them unk.nown and unconneCted with the other powers of 
Europe, content themfelves with the bullioa and pr~ductiti)ns which 
grow naturally. and can be applied to commercial pre1it, now fee 
clearly that it is abfolutely neceifary for them to change their whole 
fyfiem of colonizing, as without !hipping and feamen, and manu. 
faCtures, which will employ their lhipping, they cannot defend 
.their colonies. which may be taken from them by o.ther p.oWCl'S_ 
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Spain having ten tlmes more Weft Indian territory than "3.il the 
-{) ther powers of Europe put together, feeing that the parliament 
of Great Britain are about to abo1i!h the Slave Trade, and that it 
would be for ,their interell: to have their lands, that are at prefent 
uncultivated, put into Cugar and other produce of the Well: Indies, 
by which fhey would acquire wealth, fhipping, and (eamen, and 
thinking this the moll: favourable time for them to procure Sla'les, 
which they could buy cheaper in Africa by Great Britain abolifh­
ing the trade, they la,ll: fummer publifhed an edict, opening all 
th ei r ports in the different Colonies for the importation of Slaves, 
to all nations, free of duty, and they give blounties on Slaves im­
ported into their own Colonies-They have alf" publiilied an 
edict, inviting all Slaves of other ,colonies to come to them, and 
t hat they fhould be made free upon their arrival; which {hews 
of what material confequence they think it to them to have their 
Colonies fettled.-They have likewife made fome of their Ifl ands 
free ports, inviting ,the fubjeC1sof .other nations .to come and fettle 
~n them, in order to procure We·a India produce, and to en­
courage their navig:l!tion and feamen1-1 am inf.ormed. and it is 
well known in this country, that, for the lail: two years, a con­
fiderable number of veffels, oWliled by the merchants of this 
country, have been titted out from France as Fr-:nch veffels, with 
:m E ngliili captain, and French {ailors, tocarq Shves to the 
French Colonies, and receive the bounties.-This trade is carried 
on with Englilh capitals .-It is well kllJown to the French, wh() 
enco urage it, as tending to create more feamen, and being the 
means of fettlif.lg their Colonies.-It will increafe their {hipping 
and feamen., by tranfporting the rroduce of their Colonies, and 
thei r fiili eries, by fupplying the Slaves .-If the Slave Trade i~ 
aboli ihed, ou·r merchants .and capitals employed at prefent in the' 
Trade, will go to Fr.ance and Oil:end., where they will carry Oil 

the Trlde, and not only carry their Slaves to the French and Spa­
n iili fettl ements, but alfo to the free ports of Saint Eull:atia, Saint 
Thomas, af.ld Saint Bartholomew, belonging to the Dutch, t~ l e 
Swedes, and the Danes ;-thefe nations would likewife go into 
the T rade, and fupply our colonies.-lt is well known, that the 
.grcatefi: part of the manufactures which go to the coail: of Afri­
Cfl, are cotton·s and linens, and that thefe, when raw, ar·e m uch 
cheaper in France than in this country.-There is a .great dea~ 
of cotton brought from France to this country, which pays a 
duty in France of twelve per cent. before iliipp.ed , and the charges, 
.uefore it comes into the hands of the manufaCturer, is t welve per 
cent . more.-It would coll: twenty. five per cent. more to fend 
<theIe .articles manufaCtured to France.-That if the revolutiO'n in 
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France takes place, when pereon and property are Cecurcd by laws, 
the manufaCt urer of this country will go to France, where he will 
carryon his Trade to an advantage of fifty per cent. and it may 
be the means of their . fupplying ll S, in flead of our fupplying 
them; fo that, in my opinion, the aboliihing the Slave Trade 
would be enriching and increafing the navigation and feamen of 
the powers of France and Spain.-Thofe powers would acquire, 
by this one aCt of the LegiOature, what their forefathers have for 
centuries ftrove to gain, and what our forefathers, for centuries 
paft, have {hove to keep from them, and which has coft this 
nation £. z70,ooo,ooo to keep; it might alfo redllce this nation 
to the ftate of Holland, by employing its riches and capitals in 
loans to other nations, to carryon their fettlemen ts, who have 
not the ideas which feem to prevail in this country; for, knowing 
tbat all their Slaves are Chriilians. enlightened and improved. 
ferving God and man, they confider it as an aCt of the grcatefi: 
humanity to bring the Negroes from the coaf\: of Africa, from a 
ftate of nakedllefs and favagenefs.-It is well known, that the 
value of the Wef\: India produce is ac leaft equal to nine mil­
lions to this country; and that, by the efiimate in the report of 
the Privy Council, it appears that the Weft India produce, 
which went to Ireland and North America, was not valued ;-it 
was calculated in a year when !hort crops prevailed in the 'Ve/1 
Indies, and that the prices are fiated below the medium prices.­
V pwards of three millions of the above nine millions are paid to 
this country in duties, freight, and other charges; the other fix 
millions are confumed in the manufaCtures and fiiheries, and 
center in this country,-It is my opinion, that the aboli!hing the 
Slave Trade would be the ruin of the Colonies, deltruCtive to the 
Slaves at prefe.nt in them, and be the moil: impolitic aCt, and 
the greatelt inhumanity, and breach of faith,_ which this country 
could pafs. . 

Will the Britifh Plapters in .the Wefi Indies be prevented, by 
any regulations made IJere, from purchafing Negroes? 

If a Wefr India Planter faw his Negroes decreafe, and his pro­
perty go to ruin (which mufi: certainly be the cafe, if the Slave 
Trade is abolifhed) he would confider himfelf as a Briti!h fub­
ject, baving the rights adherent thereto; and knowing, when he 
firfi [ettled , that the cultivation of his land rnuil: depend upon 
the importation of Slaves, which had been hitherto fecured to 
him by' aCts of parliament, charters, and right8, he has hitherto 
confidered that he could n.Qt be deprived of his property with­
out the pOV\'er which took away his right paying him an equi., 
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valent-and feeing "his property and Slaves wail:ing, he would 
think it incumbent on him to get Slaves in any way that he 
could, and at any price he could purchafe them for-he would 
go to the free ports before mentioned, and purchafe fuch Slaves 
-thus being obliged to. purchafe Slaves at thefe free ports, ,from 
whence they muf!: be tranfported in fmall veifels, which cannot 
have proper accommodations for the Slaves, it would fubjdt 
them to heats and colds, and by being a few days on board [ucn 
veffels, they would be expofed to more maladies than in a voyage 
from the coaft of Africa, and would cof!: the Englilh proprietors 
near double what they do at prefent.-In my opinion, the Le­
gillature of this country could pafs no act which could prevent 
the \Vell: India Planters from fupplying themfelves with Slaves, 
nor do I fee, if the men of war of this country iliould feize fuch 
Slaves fo importing, how the Slaves could be difpofed of after­
wards by the captors. 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

\Vas there not a condition in the grants of lands in the Cedecf 
l1lands, that half the land granted iliould be brolJght into culti-
.-ation within twenty years? . 

Yes, I think fo. 

Was not the grantee liable to a penalty for a non-performance 
of this article ? 

I think fo. 

Have any of thofe penatfies been enforced? 
None, to my knowledge. 

Have you any objection to il:ate, what you conceive to be the 
net profit, after deducting all charges, from the mof!: profitable of 
the ef!:ates mentioned in your former evidence? 
- To that quef!:ion it is impoflible for me to give a direct an­
fwer, as the profits depend on f0 many different circumil:ances, of 
management, expences, loifes, and the weather, whereby the dif­
ferent ef!:ates produce more one year than another. 

It is not meant to a{k you, if you object to give an eitimate 
of future profits, but, if you object to give an account of the 
pall: ordinary profit fr~m the moll fe~tile of t.he three ell:ates, 
leaving out of the queihon any extraordrnary accIdents? 

U II I "ihoulJ 



I lhould be very happy to give any information in my power; 
but to afcertain a profit, a value muO: be firO: afcertained, and 
that profit differing yearly, from the different caufes before 
mentioned, and not recollecting what the revenues and ex­
pences have been yearly, it is impoffible for me to anfwer the 
q ueftion. 

You have faid, that from 8 to 10,000 acres of land have been 
abandoned in the Wand of Grenada; do you know what the 
perfons, by whom they were cultivated, did with their frocks, Ne­
groes, &c. on that abandonment? · 

I know the eftates, and a great many perfons who cultivated 
the lands-moO: of them were new {ubjetls, fome of whom 
having been indebted to the merchants of Great Britain, and 
the Iflands, carried off their Slaves to the French and Spanilh 
fettlementli, in order to avoid the payment of their debts; and 
others, on account of the decreafe of Slaves (there being no 
Slaves imported into the Ifland with which they could be replaced) 
have · been obliied to abandon their cultivation; and from the 
fame caufe of not being able to procure Slaves, fome planters, who 
had fugar, coffee, and cocoa eftates, have been obliged to take 
the Slaves from off thofe ellates to put on the fugar eftates, to 
fupply their 10fs; and fame other planters, whofe Slaves had 
decreafed by mortality, and who ' had not the means to replace 
them, were obliged to abandon their property. 

You have faid, that the Slaves in Grenada are protected from 
fevere puniihment by law; how long have they been thus pro­
tected ? 

'When Grenada was ceded to Great Britain in 1763, and the 
proclamation from the King was iifued, declaring that the fub­
jects in 'that Iiland !hould be entitled to the laws of Great Britain, 
equal- to the moft favoured of the other Colonies, it was then 
confidered that the laws of Great Britain were in force.-In 1764-
or 176 S, a Legifiature waS formed at Grenada, which paired 
fuch laws as were thought requifite for the good government, 
management, and protection of Slaves-there was no law paired 
to prt':vent the owner of a Slave from inflicting fuch puniihment 
as he thought his c;ime merited, it being confidered by the 
Legillature and the Gentlemen of the Ifland at that time, that no 
law which they could pafs could prevent improper puniihments, 
fo much as the laws of Great Britain, which were then in force. 
-Any proprietor or owner of a Slave, giving fuch Slave a cruel 
or an improper punilliment, would become a matter of the greateft 
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confequence to the neighboLlrs and to the Illand-and all the 
inhabitants were in terefted in proteCting the Slaves from fuch 
cruel treatment, as infurreCl:ions among the Slaves might be 
occafioned thereby-the Iflands being fmall, and the eftates not 
confiihng of more than 3 or 400 'acres, the treatment of Mafiers 
to their Slaves is generaliy known.-When any cruel or unjufi: 
treatment has been given to the Slave, information has been given 
to the J uftices of the Peace, or the Seilions, and feveral Mafiers 
have been indiCted and fined by the J uftices l).t the Seilions. and 
one White man was hanged, but whether he was a mafter or not 
I cannot fay.-As it was the general intereft of the proprietors t() 
proteCt the Slave againft ill treatment from others, I myfelf con­
fidered thefe powers being vefted in the inhabitants by the laws 
of Great Britain, would !ecure the Slave more than by any local 
law that could be made. And thefe I know wete the fentiments 
of the Legifh.ture of Grenada, being myfelf a member thereof. 

Why then is it ftated, in the aCt ~f th~ 3d of November 1788.~ 
that the laws heretofore made for the proteCtion of Slaves have 
been infufficient; and why is the reftriCtion of puniibment t@ 
thirty-nine lallies the firft article in that law? 

There have been a great many laws made in Grenada for the 
protection and management of Slaves.-Some of thofe laws having 
been found inadequate, about a twelverr.onth before I left the. 
iiland, in 178S, a Committee had been appointed of the Council 
and Affembly (of which Committee I was a member) to revife and 
confolidate all the laws, and to reform any defeCts therein; but 
having, after many meetings, made our report to the Affembly, 
the la\V could not be paffed in June 1788, when I Jeft the iilaI1'd; 
and in the report then laid before the Affembly, there was no re:-. 
ftriCtion of puniibment to thirty-nine laibes-and I believe the 
reafon the legifiature of Grenada refiriCted the puniibment to 
thirty-nine laibes was, to {hew to Great Britain, who had received 
petitions in favour of the abolition of the Slave Trade, that there 
was a law exifiing for confining the punilhment to thirty-nine 
lalhes, conceiving that the people of Great Britain could not be 
jud'ges hew the Slaves were proteCted, not knowing the laws then 
in feree at Grenada i-and, in my opinion, the Slave was full a~ 
well protecred before as he is by the prefent law; and, had I been 
then in the Legifiature, I would have given my opinion againft the 
meafure. 

Was it then generally underftood before the-pailing of this law, 
and 
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and from the time of your firll: refiding in Grenada, that the 
Slave was protected by the common law of Great Britain? • 

It certainly was fo underfiood and practiCed. 

You fay there is one infiance of a capital punilhment having 
peen inflic1:ed on a White man for cruelty to a Slave; what is the 
infiance to which you allude, and do you remember the circum- • 
frances of the trial? 

I was not on the ifland when it happened, but I was one of the 
Committee of the Legiflature of Grenada, who was to report to the 
queries concerning the protection and management of Slaves; 
and, on this mattel" being mentioned by fome of the members. we 
fent to the Secretary of the ifland, and direaed him to make out 
a copy of the whole proceedings of the trial, and to certify them, 
as keeper of the records of the Wand, and to procure the real of 
government to be affixed thereto. and to tranfmit the fame to the 
Secretary of State's Office in Great Britain; which, I believe, were 
accordingly tranfmitted-with refpect to the circumftaoces of the 
trial I know nothing. 

What is the quantity of provifion ground ufually allott to a 
Slave? 

There is no fixed quantity; it depends on the quality of the 
land, and its fituation-Some perfons having more land than 
others, will give to the Slaves what they are able to work-but I 
never knew lefs than an acre given to fix perfons, reckoning wo­
men and children. 

When an efiate is faid to confifi of any given number of acres, 
is the Slaves provifion ground included in the account? 

Yes. 

And then the CounCel and Witnefs were directed t8 
withdraw. • 

Jovis, 18° die Februorii 1190. 

COunCel and Witnefs called in as before; and the Witnefs was 
further examined by Members of the Commit~c: 

Are goats, poultry, and fuch other articles as the Negroes raiCe 
and 



and fel1, ordinarily fold at reafonable prices in the Weft In­
dies? 

In Grenada it is not common to allow Negroes to keep goats, 
but the other articles are fold very reafonable, according to the 
Weft India prices---the price of pork is about five pence fterling 
per pound, fixed by law-the pi'"ice of a fowl is from eighteen 
pence to three !billings fterling, and other poultry in propor­
tion-the price of a wafting pig is four {hillings and fix-pence 
fterling. 

Do any proprietors of land in -Grenada allot their ground to 
the purpofes of railing and carrying on a "rafEc in this fort of 
ftock? 

I do not know any White man in Grenada who employs any 
part of his land in r.aifing ftock of this fort-a few poultry 
and hogs are Iai[~d fometimes by the proprietors. about their 
hou[es, but their chief con[umption is bought of the Slaves . 

Are the Slaves in tbe French Weft India iflands allowed pro­
vifion grounds? 

The Field Slaves are, but I do not know the quantity-I believe 
it is much the fame as at Grenada. 

Are you acquaiflted with the regulations of the Code N aid , 
I have feen the Code Noir, and am acquainted with the French 

manners and cuftoms of treating their Slaves-On our making 
the fuft laws in Grenada, there were many regulations for the 
management of Slaves, which we took from the Code Nair; but 
I cannot at prefent remember what the particulars were. 

Having ftated that illicit intercourfe between Freemen and 
Slaves is extremely frequent in the French Weft India iilands. 
and that in other refpeCts the regulations of the Code Noir are 
broken through, to what do you attribute its inefficacy? 

The generality of proprietors in the French Iilantis ace Creoles 
"( who1'e forefathers -were Creoles, and have been there for fome ge­
nerations); they are unacquainted with thecJJftoms of other coun­
tries, and, having known no other cuil:oms but of thofe per[ous 
that they are brought up with, and which perions generally con­
fifi of their Haufe and Domefiic Slaves., and very often the Mulatto 
children of the proprietors ferve as domefiics, which naturally leads 
thofe proprietors to be more familiar with their Domeilic Slaves, 
than the proprietors of eftates in the Englilh Illands; who are 
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'gcnenllIy men of this country. and who have made fortunes in the 
Weft Jlldies, and laid out thofe fortunes in purchafing eftates j or 
perfons of fortune in this country, who have purchafed efl:ates in 
the Weft Indies; tneir manners and cuftoms being different from 
the French Creoles, and not acquainted or brought up with their 
Domefiic Slaves, cr accufl:omed to be fo familiar with them, makes 
the difference between the French and Englilh Domefl:ic Slaves; 
but both countries are upon a footing with refpet!: to the Field 
Slaves, with thi s difference, that till the laft war the Englilh Weft 
India Colonies found all forts of provifions come reafonable to 
them from the American Colonies, and filh and faIt provilions 
from this COUll try cheaper than could be had ,by ,the French; 
by which the EngliOl planters were able, and did feed their Ne­
groes with faIt provifions, and other necefTar-ies,. better than the 
French ,did their Field Slaves-and. coarfe woollens and cloathing 
coming cheaper from this country, they were in the cullom of 
cloathing them yearly, which the French planters feldom did to 
their Negroes, they being obliged to fupply themfelves from what 
they fold out of their Negro grounds.-The French domeftics 
were generally cloathed by their mafiers, who wore always re- , 
m:Jrkably fond of parade and (hew,-The FreAeI:) Ifhnds have few' 
medical men of eminence .; nor are the Negroes generally fo well ' 
treated, when lick, as the Negroes in the Engli01 Iflands ,-From 
the experien{:e I have had, not only in the French IOan!;is, but with 
the French planters who reuded at Grenada. I found they worked 
their Negroes much harder, and their punilhments were more fe­
'vere than in the Englilh Illands; but the French now enjoying 
the American trade, and being fupplied from thence, they will 
be able to feed ~eir Field Negroes better than the Englilh Plan­
,ters can. 

Do you apprehend the Frenel~ have beeon ufed to allow their 
Slaves weekly two pounds of litlt beef, or three pounds of filh. 
agreeable to [he regulations of the Code Noir? 

I do not believe [hat the French ever did mak~ fuch an allow­
ance to their Negroes, nor do I believe that one-half of the 
White inhabitants had, at times, beef and fi01 for their own main­
tenance, as Rine-tenths of the ,beef that was ufed f01' the con­
fumption came from Ireland, and their fiOleries were not much 
more than a,ble to fu.pply their own demands ill France, till the 
trade was opened with America, I believe it is only caf very late 
years that thefe allowances have been fixed by the Code Noir. I 
have known faIt beef fell for feven or eight pounds fterling per 
barrel. and faIt fiih from forty .to 1ifty lhillings frerling per hun-

, dred 
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dred weight, "which a-rticles were the chief fupport for the White 
inhabitants; and for a confiderable length of time I am fure the 
Field Negroes got no allowance Df fait provifions given them; 
and that during the wars between "this country and France, the 
French Slaves feldom or ev"er could have any [upply of [alt pro­
vifion&. 

Were noUhe FreEch Slaves allowed by their ma£1:ers annually 
two fuits of cloaths, or cloth fufficient to make them, agreeable 
to the regulations of the Code ,Noir ? ' 

As for woonen cloathing and blankets, which we conceive to 
be more proper on account of the damps and cold bleak Willds, I 
never knew the French give any to their Slaves; nor do I b'elieve 
the Code N oir was exactly followed in giving them other cloath­
ing, In 1763., when I lived at Martinique, I faw the Negroes 
on a Sunday at church, or at market, full as well cloathed, if not 
better, in the French Iflands, than in the Engliih Wands; but I 
believe it was owing to tile French planters having greater quan­
tities of land which they allowed the Negroes to cultivate; and. 
having more certain feafons ·to raife provifions .on their grounds, 
the Negroes were enabled to pu'rchare cloaths for thernIel ves, more 
than the Slaves in Barbadoes, Antigua, and the Leeward Iilands, 
where the land is more exhauil:ed, and where fometimes thet'e was 
110 rain for a twe1vemonth, ora which account the land prod uced 
but little, and the malten were obliged to feed and clodth their 
Negroes. In Grenada and the other Ceded Hlands, I think the 
Field Negroes are in general better .cloathed than in the French 
l11ands. 

If the French Slaves we,e not provided agreeably to the Code 
Noir, did this appear from their complaining to the Procureur, 
purrlJant to the regulation, he being exprefsly ordered to profecute 
tLeil' fuits without charge? 

The Procureur has power given h.im by the Code Noir, but 
, ·!lether he has exercifed that power or not, it is impoilible for me , 
t~ fay- while GrenadJ. was under the French gmlCrnment, we had 
ditlerent Procureurs de Roi there, "and the fidl: time I faw the 
then Procureur de Roi there, he was marched before 200 foldiers, 
with a dozen loaves of bread tied ~~llt his neck, through the 
ltrcets, in order to expofe him, for giving iliort allowance of bread 
to the {oldiers, and for other crimes-this puni(hment the foldiers 
inflicted of their own accord, and the Procureur was afterwards 
difmiffed from his office by Government.-Such me'n may have 
lce;:n often appointed to that office in the Iflands, but I believe 
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that part of their duty refpeCting the Si:lves has not been attende& 
to by them in anyone of the Iflands.-Attempts of infurreCl:iol\ 
have been more frequent in the French Wands than in the Eng­
lifh, as is the cafe at prefent at Martinique, which {hews that the 
French Slaves have greater caufe of complaint than the Englifh 
Slaves have. 

Are Slaves in the Briti{h Weft India I1lands treated better now 
than they were formerly? 

In my opinion, the principal objetl: is, that the Weft India 
planters fhould take care of their Slaves, and keep them in good 
heart; as by that means their efrates would go on and flouri{h­
and I never knew but one man in Grenada, who was {aid to ufe 
his Slaves more fevere than common, but what his property was 
ruined-I think there is a great difference for the better in the 
treatment of Slaves fince I knew the Weft Indies. 

By whom are the mechanical trades in the towns chiefly exer­
cifed ? 

It is common to have White trade{men to layout and diretl: 
the work; but almofr the whole of the labour is done by Negro 
tradefmen. 

Do you mean Free Negroes, or Slaves? 
Slaves. 

Was it not ufual, fifty or fixty years ago, to have Whites for 
tradefmen on mofr of the efiates ? 

I do not know what was the cufiom then; but in moft of the 
Wands there were laws paired, obliging proprietors to keep a 
White man for fo many Negroes, for fear of revolt amongfr the 
Slaves, and for a defence againft the enemy in time of war; and 
that proportion of White men being more than was requifite for 
the direction of the efrate, White tradefmen were fent from this 
country to infirutl: the Negroes in their different trades; but 
now, the Negroes being infrructed, very few White men are em­
ployed on thefe efrates, as formerly; and at Antigua, in particu­
lar, finding the wages and expences of a White man is double 
the value of that of a Black man, the fine collected for the de­
ficiency of White men is nearly fufficient to pay the whole ex- . 
pences of the Wand; and, I believe, the other lflands follow the 
fame cufrom. 

Hav.e 
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Have you happened to change any of your managers, and 

when? 
I have feveral times changed my managers, but not for thefe 

four or five years pafl:; except at Tobago, where my attornies 
have fcveral times changed my managers, unce I left the country. 

Does the planter ordinarily employ his manager to purchafe 
Slaves? 

It is the general practice for the owner, or his attorney in his 
ablence, to purchafe the Slaves, but with the advice and affifiance­
of the manager, who generally attends the fale. 

Do managers ever keep Slaves of their own, whom they employ 
in jobbing, or otherwife? 

Mofi managers that I know layout what they fave of their 
falary in purchaung Slaves; but fuch Slaves are fddom or ever 
allowed to be kept all the eftate where the manager directs, or 
hired by the proprietor of fuch efiate-they commonly let them 
to other proprietors, for the firfi year for their maintenance, and 
afterwards they hire them out at yearly wages, or employ them in 
gangs for talk work. 

What do you conceive to be the amount of the cunent fpecie 
in the Iiland of Grenada? 

It is impoilible for me to fay what the exact amount is. 

What is, and ufually hilS been, the amollnt of the poll tax ll't 

Crenada? 
Before the capture of Grenada in 1779, part of the taxes were 

raiied by a poll-tax, fometimes on the whole of the Slaves, and 
fometimes on Slaves at certain ages 1 but unce the refioration 
in 1784. the taxes of the Wand were raired on the produce of each 
eftate.-On the Negroes in towns, and not attached to the efiates. 
and who did not cultivate Weft India produce, there was a cer­
tain poll tax, which differed from twelve to eighteen fhillings cur-

_ reney per head yearly, according to the fums necelTary for the ufe 
of the government of the Iiland. In 1784. there was a perpe­
tual tax laid on all Slaves of all ages, at Grenada and the Grena­
dines, of eighteen pence currency per head, for the [upport of 
the clergy. 

Do you not think tbat it would be for the intereil: of our Wefi 
India Iilands to prohibit the Britifh African merchants fupply-

Y y ing 
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that part of their duty refpecting the Si:tves has !'lOt been attendell 
to by them in anyone of the Iflands.-Attempts of infurrectioll 
have been more frequent in the French Iflands than in the Eng­
lilh, as is the cafe at prefent at Martinique, which lhews that the 
French Slaves have greater caufe of complaint than the Englilh 
Slaves have. 

Are Slaves in the Britilh Wefi India Iflands treated better now 
than they were formerly? 

In my opinion, the principal object is, that the Wefi India 
planters lhould take care of their Slaves, and keep them in good 
heart; as by that means their efrates would go on and flourilh­
and I never knew but one man in Grenada, who was faid to ufe 
his Slaves more fevere than common, but what his property was 
ruined-I think there is a great difference for the better in the 
treatment of Slaves fince I knew the Weft Indies. 

By whom are the mechanical trades in the towns chiefly exer­
cifed ? 

It is common to have White tradefmen to layout and direct 
the work; but almofi the whole of the labour is done by Negro 
tradefmen. 

Do you mean Free Negroes, or Slaves? 
Slaves. 

Was it not ufual, fifty or fixty years ago, to have Whites for 
tradefmen on moft of the efl:ates ? 

I do not know what was the cufl:om then; but in mofi of the 
Iflands there were laws paffed, obliging proprietors to keep a 
White man for fo many Negroes, for fear of revolt amongft the 
Slaves, aI:ld for a defence againfi the enemy in time of war; and 
that proportion of White men being more than was requifite for 
the direction of the efiate, White tradefmen were fent from this 
country to infl:ruct the Negroes in their different trades; but 
now, the Negroes being inftructed, very few White men are em­
ployed on thefe eftates, as formerly; and at Antigua, in particu­
iar, finding the wages and expences of a White man is double 
the value of that of a Black man, the fine collected for the de­
ficiency of White men is nearly fufficient to pay the whole ex- , 
pences of the Iiland; and, I believe, the other Iflands follow the 
fame cuftom. 
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Have you happened to change a~1y of your managers, and 

when? 
I have feveral times changed my managers, but not for thefe 

four or five years paO:; except at Tobago, where my attornies 
have feveral times changed my managers, iince I left the country. 

Does the planter ordinarily employ his manager to purchafe 
Slaves? . . 

It is the general practice for the owner, or his attorney in his 
ablence, to purchare the Slaves, but with the advice and affiftance 
of the manager, who generally attends the fale. 

Do managers ever keep Slaves of their own, whom they employ 
in jobbing, or otherwife? 

MoO: managers that I know layout what they fave of theiL' 
falary in purchallng Slaves; but fuch Slaves are feldom or ever 
allowed to be kept on the eil:ate where the manager directs, or 
hired by the proprietor of fuch eftate-they commonly let them 
to other proprietors, for the firft year for their maintenance, and 
afterwards they hire them out at yearly wages, or employ them in 
,gangs for tafk work. 

Wh~t do you conceive to be the amount of the current [pecie 
in the Ifland of Grenada? 

It is impoffible for me to fay what the exact amount is. 

What is, and ufually has been, the amonnt of the poll tax ia 
Grenada? 

Before the capture of Grenada in 1779; part of the taxes were 
raired by a poll-tax, fometimes on the whole of the Slaves, and 
fometirnes on Slaves at certain ages; but !inee the reil:oration 
in ) 784-. the taxes of the Wand were raifed on the produce of each 
eil:ate.-On the Negroes in towns, and not attached to the eil:ates, 
and who did not cultivate Weil: India produce, there was a cer­
tain poll tax, which differed from twelve to eighteen fhillings cur­
rency per head yearly, according to the fums necdfary for the ufe 

, of the government of the Ifland, In 1784, there was a perpe­
tual tax laid on all Slaves of all ages, at Grenada and the Grena­
dines, of eighteen pence currency per head, for the fupport of 
the clergy. 

Do you not think that it would be for the intereil: of our Weft 
India Iflands to prohibit the Britifh African merchants fupply-
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ing the foreign We!1:: India Colonies with Slaves, either me­
diately or immediately? 

I am very clear it would be very much for the intere!1:: of the 
Britifh We!1:: India Colonies to keep the African Trade to them­
felves, as thereby the Britifh Colonies would get better choice of 
Slaves, and at a much cheaper rate; and by which they would 
be enabled to cuI tivate better their own Colonies, and it would 
be more for the health and comfort of the Slaves, being fully 
handed; and they would be enabled to procure a proper fupply 
of women, and fueh Slaves as they wanted; being at prefent ob­
Jig~d to take them in lots as the feller chufes, from the ver,! 
great demand and high prices given in the French Wands ;-and 
that, as much as it would increare the revenues of the Britifh 
Well India Wands, it WJuid decreafe thore of foreign Colonies, 
they not being equally fupplied with Slaves; by which the Bri­
tial Colonies would (be benefited.-How far it would be ad­
vantageous or difadvantageous to this -country, I do not enter 
tJpOfl. 

Do you believe that any further increafe in the price of Slaves 
in our iflands would materially operate to prevent the cultivation 
of the lands, conlidcring the abfolute neceffity you have fiated of 
a fupply f'l'Oln the Coafi r 

I believe the further increafe of price would fiop the further 
cultivatioN of uncleared lands, and be of material injury to the 
lands now in cultivation. From the annual decreafe of the Slaves 
!-y mortality, and from the increafe of labour, which I hlve be­
fore mentioned in my evidence, it is abrolutely neceffilry for the 
proprietors to purchafe Slaves at any price, or their property will 
diminifh yearJy, and foon go to ruin. , 

The price of Slaves being confiderably incre:J.fed, wou~d the 
planter fiill purchafe them, though at a higher price, or would 
he difcontinlle working rome part {)f his lands for want of 
hands? 

I {bould think any planter le~wing any paat ·of the eftate that 
has been in cultivation to grow up ~nto brl1{b and wood, whicft 
would caufe the efiate .to be more unhealthy~ would rather pur­
c hakSlaves to keep the eftate in c.ultivati{)n~ at higher prices. 

Arc the roots which ferve for the Slaves provifions liable to 
injury from hurricanes r 

Yes; the .tops of the plants being brokeR off by the violence 
. .of 



taf the winds, they are much deftroyed. and feldom- grow after~ 
wards till newly planted. 

Are Domeftic, or Field, Slaves commonly the more healthy? 
They are equally healthy; if there is any difference, more irt 

proportion of the Domeftic Slaves die than the Field Slav~s­
Their rambling more of nights is probably the caufe, efpeclally 
among the young men. 

Do you 'think the Regulating Bill has confiderably in{:reafed 
the price of Slaves ! 

I do not know it has ircreafed the prke of Slaves; but I fear. 
from the fear of the Slave Trade being abolilhed, and almoO: 
every eftlate in the Weft Indies not having a fufficient fupply of 
Slsve1J, fucb planters who had money or credit to purcha[e, -and 
the demand being great from the French or Spanilh Colonies, 
the prices rofe from forty to fifty pounds fterling for Gold and 
Windward eoaft Slaves; and the prices are' rifing daily. 

Will not the prohibition of the Slave Trade put the planter un­
der the aecdiii ty to pltrchafe Slaves at any rate, or to fubmit to the 
ruin of his property or Gapital ? 

I have mentioned before, in my evidence, that in my opinion 
there w.as af! annual decreafe of three per cent.; and by that de­
creafe fa-llihg chiefty on the grown Slaves, it made it equal to two 
per cent. more; ami the increa(e of labour alfo equal to two per 
cent.: therefore, if the Englilh proprietor cannot purchafe Slavt:s, 
bis proper-ty muil: in a few years be entirely ruined. 

WiH aol the being 'Obliged to ·difcontinue part of the cultiva­
tion le«en the ability of the planter to difcharge his obligations to 
ilis creditoftt. and diminith the :value of hi£ capital. and be very 
i.njuri-.. to 1f.im ? 

MfIi cortainly it ril. 

If DO Unpudimentsa'l"e thrown on tbe African trade, do you 
nor'thiak dMu: tlte merchants wiH be able to extend their trade 
to Africa, fo far as not only to be able to fupply our Colonies with 
aU the Slaves they may want, but al[o to. furnial the French and 
Spaniards with a confiderable number annually? 

The .!hitiOa AfFicaa merchants having at command the many­
fattures of this country, and of the Eafi Indies, fuch as are wanted 
on the Coaft of Afri<;a (which manufactun:s at prefent are Cent to 

r&Ace to -affort the cargoes of fuch !hips as are fitted out from 
thence 
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thence t(} the Coall of Africa, at an advance of 25 per cent.) and 
baving greater capitals, and being bettcr acquainted with the tradc:, 
will certainly not only ketlp the trade, but will increafe it yearly, 
and will be able to underfell any other foreign powers. 

Having llated in your evidence, that fuch Slaves, who do not 
go to church on Sundays, or to market, or to fee their country.., 
men, go about nine o'clock to their provifion grounds. do you 
mean that they work the whole of that day? . 

In Grenad~ they commonly go to their grounds at about nine 
o'clock on a Sunday, and return about twelve; the ceft of the 
day they are drelfed, and amufe themfelves with dancing or walk­
ing, till abollt jeven o'clock, when theyaffemble, and proceed to 
their evening prayers, which they never neglect on a Sunday 
throughout the year; after prayers they return to their houfesj 
and pafs the remainder of the evening. 

You have ftated that it was ilnpollible to prevent the proprie­
tors of eftates in the Well Indies from getting Slaves from other 
power~ (in cafe the abolition of the Slave Trade takes place) and 
if feized, that the captors could not difpofe of them .. explain 
yourfelf on that fubjea ? 

If a cargo of Slaves were landed in anyone of the Wands, and 
were feized by the cull:om-houfe officers, or by the. captains of 
men of war, they could not find any proper place to detain the 
Slaves in, and they would be liable to an expence for whi<;h no 
provifion is made-they could not take the men and women on 
board a man of war, where there is no conveniency for more than 
the crew-they could not fell them to any other powers, for the 
benefit of the captors, as Slaves, as they would not receive them 
as free, and in that favage ftate; and would be obliged to fend 
them to this country, and from this country they would be 
obliged to be fent to the coall: of Africa, where t,he}'l-W'ould Qot 
be received as freemen, but be fold again to Africal;1 .c .. ptams, 
and be fubject to be fold again, and fent to the Weft Indies under 
the fame caiamities.-Ill my opinion, no law cOllld be made 
in this country to prevent the Britilh ;PlanterAl from fupplying 
themfelves with Slaves. 

Do you know whethec the White ma~ executed m Grenad£ 
for the murder of his Slave, was a Planter or SlaV4) o..er r 

l..do not kBow. 
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Are men, or women, ufually preferred for the performance of the 
.more labo.rious parts of plantation duty? 

Men. 

Do men, or women, with equal appearances of youth, health, 
and firength, fetch the greatefi prices? 

In the beginning of the fettIements in the Ceded Iflands (Negro 
-women not being lit for the falling of trees and clearing of grounds) 
,the men fold confiderab.ly higher than the women; but at pre­
fent, efiates being fettled and nearly fully flaved, women are more 
wanted than men, and are generally preferred, and, from the age 
of fwm fifteen to twenty, fetch full as high a price as the men, 
,and generally higher; but the women, after twenty-five years of 
age, fell for a priceconfiderably t1n~er that of the men.-Female 
.children, from the age of twelve to fifteen, fell at an equal price 
with boys of the fame age. . 

Is there not a very large proportion of the land·s 1fl the Ceded 
111ands yet uncleared? . 

There is. 

How many White men have yau :lit prefent on each of the 
three eftates (of which you ha.ve given an :lcceUIl t) in the Wand 
of Grenada? 

I have at preIent a manager, and twa overfeers in each eftate­
and a tradeCman of eminence, who has worked at the machine 
mills in this country, and who is employed occafionally on each 
of my efiates-and I have a doCtor who attends the efrates, but 
.does not refide th,ereon. 

Do you apprehend that t3e White fervants~ on efiates of other 
gentlemen, are nearly in the fame proportion? , 

I fcarcely know any fugar efiate in the Wand, but has at leatl: 
the Came number of White fervants, that number being requi­
iite for the management of the eft ate. 

b one White fervant reckoned fufficient to fuperintend a gang 
of Negroes, either in the field, or when employed in the boiling­
houCe or mill ? 

I think fo~no more are employed. 

Do you think that it would be injurious to the interefi of the 
Iflands., that the number of free Negroes {bould be increafed ? 

Z z In 
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thence ta the CoaO: of Africa, at an advance of 25 per cent.) and 
having greater capitals, and being better acquainted with the trade, 
w ill certainly not only kectp the trade, but will increafc it yearly, 
and will be able to underfell any other foreign powers. 

Having ftated in your evidence, that [uch Slaves, who do not 
go to church on Sundays, or to market, or to fee their country_ 
men, go about nine o'clock to their provifion grounds. do you 
mean that they work the whole of that day? . 

In Grcnadil they <commonly go to their grounds at about nine 
o'clock on a Sunday, and return about twelve; the reft of the 
day they are drelfed, and amufe themfelves with dancing or walk­
ing, till about leven o'clock, when theyaJfemble, and proceed to 
their evcning prayers, which they never neglect on a Sunday 
throughollt the year; after prayers they return to their houCes, 
and pafs the remainder of the evening. 

Y Oll have ftated that it was impofiible to prevent the proprie­
tors of eftates in the Weft Indies from getting Slaves from other 
powers (in cafe the abolition of the Slave Trade takes place) and 
jf feized, that the captors could not difpofe of them; explain 
yourfelf on that fubject ? 

If a cargo of Slaves were landed in anyone of the Wands, and 
were feized by the cullom-houfe officers, or by the captains of 
men of war, they could not find any proper place to detain the 
Slaves in, and they would be liable to an expence for which no 
provifion is madc-they could not take the men and women on 
board a man of war, where there is no conveniency for more than 
the crew-they could not fell them to any other power~, for the 
benefit of the captors, as Slaves, as they would not receive them 
as free, and in that favage ftate; and would be obliged to fend 
them to this country, and from this country they would be 
obliged to be fent to the co all of Africa, where they: would not 
be received as freemen, but be fold again to African captains, 
and be fubject to be fold again, and fent to the Weft Indies under 
the fame calamities.-In my opinion, no law could be made 
in this country to prevent the Britilh ;Planter.s from fupplying 
t hemfelves with Slaves. 

Do you know whether the White man~ executed in Grenada 
for the murder of his Slave. was a Planter or Slave OWl&Cr? 

l.do not know. 

Art 
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Are men, or women, ufually preferred for the performance of the 
more labo.rious parts of plantation duty? 

Men. 

Do men., or women, with equal appearances of youth, health, 
and firength, fetch the greatefi prices? 

In the beginning of the fettIements in the Ceded Iflands (Negro 
'women not being lit for the falling of trees and clearing of grounds) 
·the men fold confiderably higher than the women; but at pre­
fent, el1:ates being fettled and nearly fully flaved, women are more 
wanted than men. and are generaUy preferred, and, from the age 
of fwm fifteen to twenty, fetch full as high a price as the men, 
.and generally higher; but the women, after twenty-five years of 
age, fell for a price confiderably unger that of the men.-Female 
.children, from the age of twelve to fifteen, fell at an equal price 
with boys of the fame age.. . 

Is there not a very large proportion of the land'S in the Ceded 
l il ands yet uncleared? . 

There is. 

How many White men have yau a;t prefent on each of the 
three eftates (of which you have given an :.lccount) ill the Wand 
of Grenada? 

I have at prefent a manager, and two overfe.ers in each ellate­
and a tradeCman (;)f eminence, who has worked at the machine 
mills in this country, and who is employed occafionally on each 
of my efiates-and I have a doaor who attends the efiates, but 
.does not refide th,ereon. 

Do you apprehend that tHe White fervants~ (;)n el1:ates of other 
gentlemen, are nearly in the fame proportion? . 

I fcarcely know any fugar el1:ate in the Ii).and, bQt has at leaa: 
the fame number of White .fervants, that number being requi­
iite for the management of the eft ate. 

b one White fervant reckoned [ufficient to [uperintend a gang 
of Negroes, either in the field, or when employed in the boiIing­
houCe or mill ? 

I think [o-'-no more are employed. 

Do you think that it would be injurious to the interel1: of the 
lflands, that the number of free Negroes {hould be increafed ? 

Z z In 
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·r 11 all the Iibnds that I have known, both EngliG1 and Frenth, 
tllcy have confidered free Negroes and Mulattoes as a nuifance, 
as the free Negroes never culti vate the land themfelves ; and the 
frce women alld Mulattoes hu xter provilions, feJl rum, and are 
the receivers of !talco goods , whereby the morals of the Slaves 
are corrupted j and the only advantage the Colonies can receive 
from tb em is by employing them in defence of the Wand, ill 
cafe of invafion. 

Do not th e plan tel'S imagine that they have a right, both 
in jufl:ice ,lnd humani ty, to exact as much labour from their 
Slaves as they now ufually perform? , 

I think the prefent labour required by the malters of Slaves is 
what i·s ,proper, and not more than they can do wit h eafe, and 
wi thout injury to their health .j I think that a workman of this 
country does more labour in five hours th an the Slave does in 
nine hours, and no doubt their maHers would expect the fame la­
bour from them that they do at pte[ent. 

Do you mean that the fixth part of an acre, allotted to eacn 
Negro fo r hi s provifion ground, is exclufive of what is called the 
common .provifion .ground of the eltate, which is cultivated by the 
gang under the controul of the malter., to be difl:ributed as he 
thinks fit ? 

I do. 

'What defcri ption of Negroes are fed from the produce of the 
common provifion ground? . 

Invalids and fuperannuated Negroes. who cannot work on their 
own grounds-alfo Negroes while in the hofpital, and alfo thoie 
who from inattention to their grounds, or from the weather, hur­
ri cane~, or other accidents" defrroying their grounds. 

]s every able Negro compelled to work in the common ground. 
as a regtt-lar and u[ual branch of the ,plantation duty? 

The field gang work at the common grounds, and do the other 
_works of the plantation. 

Are they compelled to <labClllr at their own ground '? 
Yes. 

Can you itate what was the average value of fugarper 
hogiliead, the produce of your own cftate&, .in any on~, two, Qr 
,three years? 

.l.cannot anf wer the q ueftion. 
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Are not tbe cane-holes neceifarily obliged to be flaked out aod 
dug by the Negroes, even on thofe plantations where the plough 
is ufed'? 

1 believe it is pollible, with a good ploughman. fuy p}<mghing th~ 
furrows at a proper diftancefrom each other, ,that the canes might 
be. planted in the furrow without holing; but Lt mutt be done 
.immediately; or -the,furrow would fill up and ,requi,re to be ftaked 
out and holed again, and I believe very few ploughmen could be 
got in this country who .couLd plough fuch a furrow (as it is ,re­
quifite the furrow iliould be perfeCtly ftrait) and, I do not knGw 
it ever was or can be practifed in the Weft Indies with fuc­
,eefs. 

In fact, did you ever know a planter, in aU YOllr experience, 
,but what was obliged to ,have his cane-holes dug by the Negroes 
with hoes? 

I never dId. 

Is it not as eafy to form an a-verage ,of ·the '<iua-lity or price 
of the fugar grown on a .plantation" as ,it ,is to make an average 
of the number of ho.gilieads which anY ,plantation, with a given 
,number of Negroes, -w.i11 prodRce? 

I do not think it is ,; becaufe a ,perf on ,may know at once the 
,number of hogilieads of fugar which may be made in a year; 
but as to .the prices or value (the fugar perhaps being fold at 
,fifty different times) the planter muft refort to accounts and 
,vouchers, ·the contents of which he cannot be fupPQ!ed to retain 
in his memory. 

Does not .the .quantity and the quality of ,the fugar depend 
.upon the feafon, and other circumftanc.es, ,in ,the Weft Indies :? 

Moft ceitain!y. 

Does not the .very id~ of an average imply a difference in the 
,quantity and the quality? 

It certainrydoes. 

,And then the Counfel and Witnefs were direCted tQ 
,withdraw. 

,RESOL ,VED, 

THAT this Examination of Mr. ~ampbell be re,parted.to 
>the Houfe. 
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MIN UTE/ '8., esc. 
'R E P 0 R T' EDT 0 THE H 0 USE. 

Martis., 2,0 die Martii 1790 .. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appoin:ted for the; 

Purpo[e of taking the Examination of fuch Witne{f~ 

as ihaH be produced on the .Part of the feveral Peti~ 

tioners who have petitioned the Houfe of 'Commons 

againft the Abolition of the Slave T ,rade. 

l7eneris, 19° ,die Februarii 1790 • 

c 0 U N S E L called in as before; and ,the ,Counfe1 proceedc:c1 
further in their Examination, and called 

JAM E S 13 A ILL I E, Efquire. 

Are you a native of Great Britain? 
I am. 

Are you much acquainted with the Weft Ifldies ? 
I am-having refided there, at different time$, for about tixteen 

years. 

3 A Did 



-Did you at any time purchafe any 'lands there, when and 
' where ? 

1 purchafed an eftate in the Ifland of Grenada in 1765; and in 
the year 1775 was concerned in the -purchafe of .a confiderable 
traCt of land that was granted by government to General Monck­
ton, in the Wand of Saint Vincent. 

D id you purchafe the eftate in Grenada from French proprie­
tors ? 

I did . 

Wh at ftate of cultivation was the eftatc in-? 
In a very imperfeCt ftat ~ . 

Vvould you have made thofe purchafes , 'could you have con­
ceived "that Great Britain would prohibit the importation of Afri­
can Negroes to the Britilh plantations in the Weft Indies ? 

I certainly would net. 

Have you aCted as an attomey for other plantations, not your 
own? 

I have, both in the Iflands of .saint Chriftopher and Qrenada. 

Are you by thefe means acquainted with the manner in which 
lands in the Weft Indies are cultivated, and Negroes treated? 

I am. 

'What ftare -is that lanA ' in' which you faid you purchafed in 
Silint Vincent's? 

In its natural ftate, being al together covered with wood. 

'What ' was the quantity of land .you purchafed .of General 
Monckton at Saint Vincent's '? 

The grant from the crown was for 4,000 acres, and it mea­
:fured a few hundred acres more. 

If the African Negro Trade lhould be ,pl'Ohib.i.ted, will you be 
able to fell thofe lands? 

We have already fold about 3,000 acres to different proprietors, 
and in different e·ftates, who are ,now briHging them to a {late of 
cultivation,; and if they have accefs to a market for African 
Slaves, the eftate's may be brought ' to a' ftate of perfeCtion; but 
ihould the African Trade be aboliihed, and the proprietors of 
:thGlfe hndsprevented from ?-urchafi l1g Slaves, the lands muft 

.return 



' l'~turn to their' natural ftate.-There are about 1,4"00 acres of tne 
land ftill unfold, which muft remain in that fituation until the 
prefent quefrion is determiDed; and if the abolition of the Slave 
Trade takes place, thefe lands will be entirely loft to the pro­
prietors. 

If at the time when .fhe commiffioners appointed for t"he fale 
ef lands fold thofe 'lands on ·the part of government, it had been 
underftood that ,Great Britain would prohibit the importation of 
African Negroes, ('ould fuch fales have been .practicable, or the 
lands fold? 

The lands never could have been fold. 

Is there not a large quantity of .the land'[o fold yet unculti­
vated? 

Very confiderable tracts, .particularly in the Ifland of DomiB 
nique. 

Of the plantations which have 'been 'begun to be cultivated, is 
not alfo a great-part .of the land belonging to them ftill unclll­
tivated? 

The eftates in the Ceded Wands are .by no means in a ftate of 
perfea cultivation; and are ftill capable of very cqnfiderable im­
.provements, if the prQprietors have accefs to a marketfoc African, 
Slaves. 

Have not the proprietors laid .out large [urns ot money in erect­
'ing buildings, and making other improvements for the cultivation 
·of a much larger quantity of hnd than is yet in actual cultiva­
tion ? 

They have-the buildings beingconftructed with fufficient 
accommodations for taking off the crops that the wnole of the 
lands ea{;h plantation .is [uppofed to be capable of producing. 

Have not fimilar improvements been made upon the eftate-s 
purc.hafed from the French in Grenada-r 

There have. 

Is Grenada fully ftocked with Negroes '? 
The Wand of Grenada was never fufliciently ftocked with 

Slaves; but during the late capture of it, the number, by ex­
cees of labour on the French military works, and other caufes, 

·diminiihed confiderably. Many thoufands have been purchafed 
;by the inhabitants of .the Hland fincethe .peace; ,but the eihtes 

·~n 



on that Wand in general are far from being fufficiently handed, 
and there are confiderable tracts uncultivated in Grenada, that 

·may be improved, if the proprietors are permitted to purchafe 
African Negro Slaves. -

Will there be any further improvement if the future fupply of 
African Negroes lhould be cut off? 

Improvements mufl immediately ceafe in Grenada, as well as 
in all the other Wefl India Iflands, if there is not a regular fup­
ply of African Negro Slaves ; for the prefent flock of Slaves are 
by no means fufficient to keep the lands in their prefent flate of 
cultivation without occafional fupplies. 

Will the prefent flock be kept up without future fupplies from 
Africa? 

It certainly cannot. 

From your experience, are you of opinion that by breeding 
t he flock can be kept up. 

It cannot; for even in my own eflate, which is called The 
Hermitage, in the ifland of Gre.nada, and is a remarkable healthy 
fitnatioll, and where only two White men have died in the courfe 
o£ twenty-fo.ur years, it has never been in my power to keep up 
the flock of Slaves by breeding. From the year J 765, when the 
eftate was purchafed, to the year J 771, I was in the habit of im­
proving it, and increafing the flock of Slaves, which from about 
]40 I brought to 300, in the year 1771, when I left the Weft 
Indies. From J771, till the capture of Grenada, in 177fJ'> there 
was not a decreafe on the eftate of above one per cent. per an­
num, although no new Negroes were purchafed in that period. 
During the French captivity, the number decreafed for the rea­
ions before mentioned. In the year 1786 a contagious diftemper 
came upon the plantation, which in a few months ·carried olf 
forty-feven of the befl Slaves, which number has been fince re­
placed by the purchafe of African Slaves. 

Was the increafe which you have mentioned to have taken 
place from I.765 to ·177 J effected by the purchafe of African 

,Negroes -? 
The jncrea[e was effected by the purchafe of feafoned Slaves 

and new Neg~oes from Africa, ana not by births. 

If you could not have fupplied thl!t lors of fbH1-feven Slaves 
which you flare to have happened in the yeai' 1766 by African 

N~groes. 



Negroes, what mnll: hav,e been the confequence to your pro-
~~? . 

The cultivation of th-:: ell:ate mull: have diminiihed in propor­
tion to the lofs of Slaves. 

As the lofs was of the ableft Negroes, mull: not the diminution 
Qf the produce have been much greater than the proportion 
which the number loft .bore to the whole number? 

It certainly mufi. 

I n what time did that lofs happen? 
From the firft appearance of the diforder on the plantation to 

the time of its ceafing, it might have been from four to fix 
months; and as a number of Negroes recovered, who had been af­
fliCted with that diforder, were very weakly, the work of the 
plantation was during the whole year in a ftate of great back­
wardnefs. 

What was the nature of the difeaCe which proved fo fatal? 
It was reprefented to me by my attornies, and the phyiical 

gentlemen who attended the efiate, that it was a complaint in 
the liver, which was rarely known in that Ifland amongil: Slaves 
before. 

Had thofe Kegroes who were affliCted with that difeafe all 
proper nece{[ary care 'and attention? 

The eil:ate was always rather over-handed, and no plantation 
could be better appointed in provifion-grounds for the ufe of 
the Slaves; there were warm and convenient hofpitals for the 
accommodation of the lick, fituated in the moil: healthy part of 
the plantation; and notwithfianding the Negroes had always of 
their own the greateil: abundance of provifions, I always fupplied 
the hofpital with flour, rice, bread, wine, and fuch other re­
fre(hments as were neceifary for their tituations-and there was a 
general order on the plantation to fupply the tick with mutton 
and fuch other freih meat as the efiate afforded. 

Had thofe Negroes alfo proper medical ailifiance ? 
For the firft ten years of the [ettlement of the efiate there was 

always a [urgeon kept fo.r the [ole purpofe of attending on the 
Negroes; and they were afterwards attended by the ableil: prac­
titioners in the neighbourhood.-During the time the contagious 
di(lemper raged on the eil:ate, a phyfician went from the town of 
Saint George, for the purpofe of attending the Hermitage, and 

3 B rome 
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fume other eftates in the neighbourhood, which were in the fame' 
1ituation. 

Did the regulations of which you fpoke in your two laft 
anfwers prevail during the whole time you have been in poifef­

'Jion of the efl:afe ? 
They did. 

From J 77 [ to 1779, when there was a decreafe of one per cent. 
per an num on the whole number, were the births, during that 
per iod. included in that account? 

They were.-And notwithfl:anding the efl:ate had a number of 
ch ild ren born on it, and was remarkably well appointed in nur­
fes , yet fo many infants died within the ninth day, of what is 
called the tetanus or locked-jaw, that we never could keep up our 
numbers. 

Was the difficulty experienced in railing Negro children owing 
to any want of care, or anyexcefs of labour of the mothers? 

By no means-for when women are known to be in a ftate of 
pregnancy, their work is gradually diminilhed, till within two 
or three months of their delivery, when they are applied to the 
11ighter work of the plantation, fuch as picking of grafs. and 
other light work.-During their confinement, they are comfort­
ably lodged in their own habitations, and are attended by able 
midwives and nurfes, which the Well: India ell:ates in g.eneral 
abound with,-They have alfo all fuch refreiliments and cordials 
as are proper for per[ans in their fituation.-They are allowed four 
or five weeks for recovery; and it is generally two or three months 
after their delivery before they return 'to what is conlidered the 
harder labour of the plantation.-When they work in the 6eld, 
there are elderly women generally employed in taking care of the 
infants. 

Do Negro women on your plantations lye-in in their own 
houfes? 

In almoll: every inftance. 

Have you found any inconvenience. or greater mortality, arifibg 
from that practice? ' 

I have not; and I have always preferred it to fending ~CDl to 
hofpitals, as in that cafe they are ~eprjved of, the 1M Ie. comforts 
peculiar to their own habitations. ' 

Do 
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Do you apprehc,:nd that thofe regulations which you have {tated 
to be practifed on your plantation in the treatment of the fick or 
pregnant women, have prevailed in general on other planta­
tions? 

I believe they have generally. 

In general is there a fuffici::nt fupply of food and cloathing for 
Negro Slaves? 

I have always obferved the greatet1: abunda-nce in all the Itlands 
I have been in; but as the Itland of Jamaica and the Ceded Wands 
are better appointed in provifion-grounds for the ufe of their Slaves, 
th~y certainly have a greater abundance of provifions in tFtofe Itlaods· 
than in the fmaller IfJands, where they are more circumfcrihed. in 
point of bC!lunds, and the climate is more uncertain. 

By what means are the markets in the Ceded 11i!:ands. fllp'p1ied. 
with vegetables and frefh provifions ? 

The Negroes bring a great deal of frdh proviliens to market, 
and the markets in all the Wands are univerfaJly fupplied by th~ 
Negroes with all the roots and vegetables ll.:Jtural to tropical 
climates. 

Do the Negroes apply to their own ufe the profits aFifillg from 
the fale of fuch commodities? 

The Negroes are poiTeiTed of conlidemblc property, ami I never 
knew an int1:ance, during my long rdidence in the;: Weft Indies, of 
any violation on the part of the proprietors in that refpe&-I have 
Negroes on my own eftate that are worth forty, fifty, one hundred, 
and even a few as far as two hundred pounds t1:erling, and that 
property is regularly conveyed from one generation to aflotfler, 
without any interference whatever. 

~et1:ion repeated. 
They certainly do. 

Ate Slaves in general properly lodged? 
They are, for their habitations are full as warm and conve­

nie[]t as the climate requires. 

In general is the labour of Slaves proportionate to their ability, 
or can it be conlidered as fevere? 

It is always in proportion to their ability, and cannot be con­
fidered fevert', when compared to the labour of the lower order 
of people in Europe. 

What 
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What is the time of hardefi: labour, III crop time, or out of 
crop time? 

I conceive the hardefi: labour to be out of crop time. 

State your reafons for confidering that to be the time of the 
hardefi: labour? . 

I have always confidered the holing of land as the hardefi: 
labo llr on a plantation, and that is generally the principal part of 
the work out of crop feafon. 

Is not that performed by the ablell: of the gang; and what 
length of time does it ufually continue? 

It is always done by the ablell: of the gang, and the holing of 
land generally commences in the month of Auguft, and conti­
nues to the beginning of J anuary....:....I fpeak of the manner of cul­
tivating land iu the Windward Hlands. 

Is any particular attention paid to the Negroes during that 
[earon ? 

T here is~for even in the Hlands where there is the greateft 
abunaance of the natural provifions of the country, the Negroes 
employed in holing have generally a certain allowance of bread, 
and very fr.equently fpirits mixed with water. . 

Can thofe puni!hments which are inflicted on Slaves on the 
eitdtes be conlidered as fevere ? 

They cannot by any means, when compared with the difcipline 
that is ufually maintained in our navy and army. 

Have you been a confiderable importer of African Slaves into 
the Weft Indies? 

During my refidence in the Weft Indies I was in the habits 
of felling confiderable numbers of Slaves in every year, but never 
imported any 'on my own account. 

What is the ufual interval between the arrival of !hips import­
ing Slaves from Africa, and the difpofal of their cargoes in the 
Windward Hlands ? 

In the Windward Iflands, where I have refided, the cargoes are 
generally difpo[ed of within ten days after their arrival from 
Africa. . 

Can you ftatewhat i.s the mortality in general, during the i~ter­
val between the arrival of the {hips and the fales ? 

I have 
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"I have very often fold cargoes without 10Gng a Slave; and I 
think the average of the lofs in the Windward Iflands cannot well 
be eftimated at much more than one per cent. 

Is it a common praCtice in the Weft Indies to make up Slaves 
newly imported for the purpofe of [ale; it is meant, by making 
up Slaves, by ftopping their [ores, and fimilar praCtices; or are 
any medical arts ufed to conceal the real ftate of health in the 
Slaves? . . 

It is not a common cuftom. The captain and other officers, 
who have the charge of cargoes, always make a point of pur­
chafing fuch provifions, roots, and vegetables. as are proper and 
necelfary for the Slaves, in order to refrefh them, after fa long a 
voyage j and it is ever cuftomary, on the arrival of Guineamen, to 
earry fame of their countrymen 9n board, in order to inform the 
Slaves of the purpofes for which they are carried to the Weft 
Indies; but there never, to my knowleqge, occurred an inftance 
of any undue or improper means being ufed in the phyfical way 
to prepare Slaves for the market. . 

At the time of the fales of Negroes, is any attention ufed to 
prevent the feparation of thofe Slaves who are conneCted by reIa­
tioolhip or other ties? 

There is the greateft attention ufed. I never knew an inftance 
of children being feparated from their parents; and even where 
Slaves have contraCted habits of friendlhip in their paffage from 
Africa, they are almoft in every inftance fold together. 

Do Slaves newly imported, or. thofe who have b~en made free, . 
;enerally exprefs a .defire .of returning to Africa? 

I never knew an inftance of it. 

Did you ever find amongft Slaves newly imported a fingle 
Chrillian? 

I never did. 

Ate the Slaves in Grenada in general Chriftians ? 
They are. 

Are thofe Slaves, whom you have feen during your refidence in 
the Weft Indies, in a ftate of apparent happinefs or comfort, or 
41therwife ? 

They are in a ftate of comfort and happinefs . 

3 C Do 
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- 00 you recollect any inflanccs of Negro Freemen marrying 
Negro Slaves.' th~ugh they know. that the certain confequence of 
{ucb connectlOn IS, that the chIldren of fuch perfons are born 
Slaves? 

I recollect feveral inflances. 

I s it pofiible, in your opinion, by any regulation in this coun­
try, to prevent the introduCtion of new Slaves into the Well: In­
dia Iflands ? 

It is not pofiible. . 

Has France endeavoured to extend her Slave Trade of late years, 
by bounties, or any other mean s? 

She certainly has. The bounty on the tonnage employed ill 
the African Trade from France, and the gratification paid by go­

. vernment on the import:!tion of Slaves in the French Vvefl: India 
IfIands, amount ne:uly to feven pounds llerling per head; and 
notwithllanding the prefent diflreffed iituation of the revenues in 
France, {jle is (0 ex tremely anxious to forward the profperity of 
her colonies, that thefe bounties and. gratifications are even now 
,regularly paid. 

Can you flate what number of {hips are employed by France in 
her Trade to the Wefl Indies? 

I cannot precifely flate the number, bllt knowing the French 
Wefl India Trade to be much more coniiderabh: than that of the 
'Briti{h Colonies, and that {he is by her ma·rine laws obliged to 
carry double the number of men that are ufually carried in Bri­
tiih ihips, I am firmly of opinion, that the number of feamen em­
ployed in the French Well: India Trade is upwards of fifty 
thoufand . 

, Can you flate what n~mber of Slaves are 'imported from Africa. 
ny France infO her Wefi India Iilands, or bought by ,her from 
other foreign nations? 

I cannot exactly flate the number, 'but from the information I 
have received of the French African Trade, and .the number of Bri­
ti{h v~ffels that are malked under .French colour~ for the purp0k: of 
carryIng Slaves to th~ Weft: IndIa Iilands, I thmk her annual im­

,portation muil: exceed twenty thoufand... 

Can you fiate whether Spain is now pllrfuing an?, meafufes 't<> 
acquire a {hare in the Slave Trade ? . 

Spain is giving every poilible encouragement ,to .her fubjects 
to 



· to engage in the African Trade and a great many inferior officers 
have gone from this country to ailiil: in navigating her {hips; but 
as the merchants of Spain are extremely backward in following 
commercial purfuits, the Spani{h government have opened feveral 
free ports in their We(l: India and American Colonies for the 
purpofe of admitting all foreigners with Slaves. 

Has America adopted any meafures for the purpofe· of acquiring 
a {hare in the Slave Trade? 

She has-and there are feveral confiderable infurances now 
making in this city on Guineamen belonging to the American 
il:ates. . 

From what ports or provinces of the united il:ates . of Americ:l 
is this Trade carried on ? 

The principal African Trade carried on from America is from 
the il:ates of Maffachuret's. Bay and Rhode Hland; but the infu­
rances I allude to are on puineamen from Boil:on, from the il:ate 
of Virginia, and from Charles Town, South Carolina. 

Are not all other foreign powers who have any {hare in the 
Slave Trade at this very period endeavouring to encreafe that 
!hare? 

They certainly are; and being in correfpondence with the moil: 
confiderable hOllfe in Copenhagen, · I can affirm that a confider­
able number of Guineamen will be fitted out from that port, 
the very inil:ant the trade is aboli!hed in this country. 

Can you form an eftimate of the value of the African and 
Weil:lndia Trade to this country? 

From my knowledge of the \Veil: India and African Trade, 
as a merchant, I am of opinion, that the grofs value of both thofe 
branches of valuable commerce, including freight, and the charges 
attending the commodities of the Weil: India Wands, exceeds 
[even millions il:erling. per annum. 

lf the abolition of the Slave Trade was to take place for a few 
.years only, could the trade in your judgment ever be recovered? 

I am of opinion that it could not, for after trade has been once 
diverted. out of its natural channel it is almoil: impoffible to 
recover It. 

V/hat effect do you apprehend the abolition of the Slave Trade 
would 
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would produce ill the minds of thofe Slaves who are already ill 
the Weft Indies? ' 

It 'muft ,immediately throw them into a ftate of difcontent and 
defpoodellcy; for, it is remarkable, that every frelh importation 
of Slaves is highly acceptable to the minds of the refident Negroes 
of the Wand. 

What effeCt do you apprehend th "t it would produce on the 
minds of the White Inhabitants of the Weft Indies? 

As this mea[ure is confidered by the inhabitants of the Weft 
I ndia Illands in general as a violent innovation of their rights, 
and a direCt attack on their properties, it cannot fail of introduc­
ing diforder into all the colonial legiflative bodies, and alienating 
the affections of our fubjects in the ~riti{h Weft India Wand s 
f rom tbis country. 

Examined by Members of the Committee. 

Can you ftate the quantity of fugar, and other produce, from 
your eftate, in the years from 1780 to 1789, inc1ufive? 

I cannot exactly ftate the produce, hut I am of opinion that the 
average of the crop of fugar, during that period, might be about 
2 40 hogfheads per annum; the comm0n proportion of rum pro­
duced may be eftimated from fixty-five to feventy gallons for 
,every hoglhead of fugar. 

Was there any material difference in the produce in anyone of 
the years above mentioned? 

The eftate fell off confiderably for three years, after the lofs in 
1786, and has not fince recovered itfelf. 

Have you fince the year 1786 worked the fame quantity of 
,land that, you worked before, and for the fame fpecies of pro­
duce? 

In the Ifland of Grenada the land generally rattoons ' fOf a num­
,ber of years' ; and by the falling off of oUr gang, in confeq uence 
of the ficknefs in 1786, we have not been able to open or re,,:,plant 
the quantity of land which we otherwife lhC!)Uld have done. 

How many different managers have you had on your eftate.; 
and if more than one, diftinguilh the period of new ones being 
appointed? " , • 

It is not poffible for me to recolletf the difFerent periods at 
which 



which managers have been difcharged.-I have had five managers 
on the eil:ate fince it was purchafed, in '1765. -

Has there been any change fince the year 1783 or 1784? 
There has not. 

Arc ' many of the Free Negroes per[ons who have purchafed 
their freedom of their mafters. 

There are many in that fituation . 

. 'Vhat proportion of the whole number of Free Negroes is it 
your opinion may be claffed under this defcription ? 

It is impoilible t.o fpeak with any accuracy, as to the number; 
many purchafe theIr freedom, but the greater numb(jr are eman­
cipated by their mail:ers for their faithful fervices . 

Were the Negro ·womep, of whom you fpoke as being {ome­
times married to Free Negroes, of the defcriptioll of field 
Negroes? 

Very frequently. 

Wl1~t was the proportion of males and females in your ftock of 
Negroes? 

I had a greater proportion of females than were upon eil:ates ilt 
general; and I believe they might amount to rather more than 
two-fi fths, having, when I left the Wefl: Indies, fent all my fe­
male houfe Slaves to my eftate. 

. What was the effeCt on their minds upon their being {() 
fent? 

They were perfeCl:ly fatisfied w,ith their fituation . 

Are the field Slaves in general as contented with their fituatiolt 
as the domefl:ic Slaves with theirs? . 

The domefl:ic Slaves, from their fituation, have a few com­
forts and conveniences which the field Slaves cannot pollibly have; 
but I have always obferve~, that the field Slaves were full as 
happy as the others. . 

Of the deaths which have happened amon&il: your Slaves, what 
proportion has been amongfl: children? 

The fituation of my efl:ate being remarkably healthy, and the 
Slaves exceedingly well attended to, the women were more pro­
lific'than they are in general; and therefore I had a greater num-
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ber of children; bot as a very great proportion of them die-d 
within the ninth day, I think that the ]o[s of, infants was fully 
equal to that of grown Slaves. 

Have Negroes ever been hired for , the cultivation of your 
dl:ate? _~ 

I have frequently hired gangs of Negroes for the purpo[e of 
opening land, and in particular when the efiate was in an imper­
feB: fiate of cultivation. 

Do you believe the Slaves in the Wefi Indian I1bnds to be bet-
ter or worle treated than they were formerly? ' 

I think they are much better treated. 

H as fhe price of Slaves increa[ed of late years; and to what dO' 
YOLI :tttribLlte that increafe? 

The price of Slaves has increa[ed ,~onfiderably fince I was 
firfi in the habits of felling cargoes of Slaves in the Wefi India 
IOands; and there has of late been a very confiderable rife in their 
value, owing. I fuppo[e, to the apprehenfions of the inhabitants 
of having the African Slave Trade aboliilied in this country.­
The average value of cargoes preceding the late war was ' from 
"twenty-five to thirty-three pounds fierling per head, according 
to the countries they came from; but fince the war the general 
average of Slaves has been from thirty to forty pounds Rerling.­
Now indeed, in the Wand of Jamaica, many cargoes have lately 
averaged from fony-two to fifty pounds frerling. 

, Can YOLI fiate what was the increafe in the price of male and 
fel11f,le Slaves rdpeB:ively? 

The increafe was proportional according to their u[ual value. 
·-In cargoes . that have averaged forty pounds, the men Slaves 
might be fold as high as fifty pounds, when the women brought 
about forty-five pounds. : 

And then the CounCet and Witne[s were directed tt 
withdraw. 

Sabbati, 206.die Februarii 1790. 

COunCeI and Witnefs called in as before; ana the Witne{s W.U 
further examined by Membera of the Committee. 

Inform 
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Inform the Committee at what periods and at what time you Mr. BAILLIE. 
have relided in the Weft Indies, and on what I!1ands ? 

I have relided in the Wdl: Indies from !755 to 1771-my chief 
Tefidence was in the Hlands of Saint Chriftopher and Grenada, 
but I had occalion to vifit all the I!lands in the vVert Indies, even 
including F.rench, Danifh, and Dutch, except the Hland of 
Jamaica. 

Can you inform the Committee of the actual diminution of 
your crop fince the year 1786 ? 

In the years 1787 and 1788 the crop fell off about one-fifth of 
1,he ufual returns-in 1789 the crop was better; and as the N e­
groes that were purchafed to replace thofe who died in 17816 
are now perfectly feafoned, I expeCt my eftate this year wiI'J giv'e 
the ufual returns. 

Of ~hat number did your gang confifr in 1785 ? 
To the beft of my remembrance about 290 Slaves. 

Whar-numbe-r·of thefe were old, what infants, what dot11eftic. 
what artificers and tradefmen of the various defcriptiom in the 
gang of Negroes, and what able field Slaves? 

The domefric Slaves did not exceed fix-but as if am not 
prepared with a ·particular lift of my Slaves, I can only fay, that 
the efrate, · in tradefmen, drivers, and field Negroes, was full a~ 
well- appointed as anyefl:ate in the Wand, having always made 
it a point to keep my plantations rather over-handed . 

. What quantity of provifion-ground is commonly allotted t~ 
a Negro Slave in the Ifland of Granada? 

The quantity of land depends in a great meafure on the qua­
lity of it, but upon the Hermitage eftate, which contains iIi an 
very near 40o-acres, fifty acres of the mofr valuable and fea[ou-
2ble part of the efrate is allotted for provifion-grounds; and a's 
the efl:ates in the Wand of Grenada are in general very extenfi ve 
in ptoportion to the quantity of fllgar they make, the Negroes 
2re univerfally w.ell appointed in provifion-grounds. 

Is the p.rovifion-ground worked by the whole gang, or has 
every Negro his own difrinCt allottment ? 

The provifion-grounds are regularly laid out in allotments, 
proportioned to the number in the different families of the Ne­
groes-they are mo!Uy attended to by the Negroes themfelves at 
their fpare hours, but one day in the week is always allotted for 

fendins 
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fending the whole gang of Negroes, with the White overfeers,to 
inCpeCt the proviliou-grounds, and help the working of them, (0 
as to keep them in a proper il:ate of cl3ltivat-ion. 

What wou.Jd you [.\y of the treatment and condition of Slaves in 
the French vVefi India Ii1ands, comparing them with our own? 

The French domefl:ic Slaves, from their greater habits of inti­
macy w.ith the White people, are generally better c10athed than 
the domefl:ic Slaves in the E nglilh Wands ; b-ut from my ob[erva­
tion of tbe French Wefl: India field Negroe~, I do not confider 
thei.r fi tuation by any means [0 comfortab le; and I have always 
obferved that pUllilhments are admini1l:ered with much more feve­
rity in the Frenc b Iflands tban in the Englilh Iflands. 

In what other refpeCts do you think the fituation of the field 
Negroes in the Weil: India)flands lefs comfortable? 

The efl:ates in the French Weil: India Iflands being in general 
much Fllore under-handed than in the Britiih Wands, their \:vork is 
confequent1¥ much harder; and, from my ob[ervatio1Js, I do not 
think them [0 well c1oat~ed as the EngEIh Negroes _- The lawS" of 
the French Iflands in re[peCl: to provitions are in general founded 
llpon proper principles, but they are by no means ';'Veil adminif­
tered. 

Are not the proprietors of plantat~ons in the French Iflands 
more commonly rdidc.-nt on their eftates than proprietars are on th:: 
Engliih Jn~J)ds? . 

They are much more [0 . 

Are FlOt SJavcs fold dea1'er m the French than ia the Britiih 
Wands? 

They always aTC, for the French lilands being cO!'liderably largCi" 
than the Britifh Wands, the improvemen.ts are con[equently great­

- cr, and that never fail-s of ra~li-ng the value of Slaves. 

Are th e taxes higl1cr in the Engliih than in the French Iflands ; 
:and is there c~mmonly any poll-tax ou Slaves in the latter; and if 
there be al~y, a.t what period of the Slave's life does it commence? 

The taxes in the Britiih Iflands previolls to the late war were 
much more inconfiderable than in the French Wands; b,ut tince 
the war, the inha-bitants of the Britilh Wands have moil: readily 
given liberal andconfiderable :aids to go-vernment in fortifying the 
II1ands-this has augmented the taxes very much; and at prefent 
1 am of opinion >that the taxes .in the Britifh IfLtnds are full as 

heavy 
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heavy as 'in ' the'FreI1ch Hlands-the taxes in fome Wands are 
raifed by a capitation or Foll-tax on Slave~, and in o,ther Wands ' 
by certain aifeifments on the produce; and I believe that In 
Ifiands where the capitatim) tax prevails, the tax is paid generally 
on Slaves of every age, 'although there is always an exception 
made by the legi11ature of the colonies, of the Slaves of neceffi­
tous aged peGple, and of neceffitolls orphans, who generally pay 
no tax-I believe the taxes in the French Hla:nds are~enerally 
raifed by a capitation or poll-tax~but I cannot pGffibly fpeak as 
to the period of its commencement. ' 

Does the French planter furni!h his Slaves with pIovilions at a 
dearer or cheaper rate than the Britiili pl~nter? 

The French Weft India Wands, frorp their fize, and the fea­
fonableRefs of their climate, have fufficient grounds f~r fuppl)"ing 
their ~egroes wi,th provifions, a,nd th<;:r. are. in general allotted to 
them 1U the manGer they a·re In the Enghili Ifiands; but fuch 
provifions as are impoited fr9{? North America for the ufe of the 
Slaves and \Vhite Inhabitants are now had upon mu.ch more rea­
fonable terms on the French than on the Engliih Hlands, owing 
to the open and uninterrupted frate of the trade between the 
French and American Colonies-but fu.ch faIt provifions as g() ' 
from Europe for the \!lfe of Slaves are in general dearer in the 
F1'ench than ia the Britiili Wands. 

Is the number of Whites in the French Hlancls greateF or Ids 
than in the Bpitifb ? 

Much greater in the French mands. 

Is the numbet' of White lervants employed by' the French 
planter greater or lefs than that employed by the Britiili ? 

I think in general they are pretty nearly the fame. 

What number of White fervants havy youcommo111y had in' 
your own employ, and in what fituations ? ' 

I have generally employed five and, fometimes fix White people. 
to wit, a ma!l1ag~r-two overfeers-a carpenter-a waggoner-and. 
f~r the greateft part of the time I have been in pofieffion of my 
.eftate, a furgeon. 

Do you apprehend theconfumption of Slaves to be greater or 
le.fs in the French Wands, than in the Britiih ? , ' 

I believe the confumption to be c~nfiderably greater in the 
French Hlands. , 

3 E What 
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W hat is the condition of Slaves in ·the Danif1l lfiands, ·com·pareli . 
w ith wha t it is ill our own? 

The D an inl Iflands are in . genera:! {man, and therefore:not we1'~ 
appointed in provi60n-grounds; but h aving aecds to an oointer­
f upted intercour[e wit h North Amerrca, the;: have ,the .provifions 
of that cOllntry on much more reafonable terms than in our 
I !lan ds.- The condition of the Slaves I apprehend to be pretty 
lIluch the fam e, as th ree-fourths of the planters, in the Danilh 
Weft India Iflan ds, are Britifh-born [ubjeas, or their defcend:lnts~ 
- T he Dan iili govern men.t h ave given' eve ry .poflible encourage­
:mcnt to the introducing of the Chrifl:ian Religion among their 
·S·laves . and tbey arc permi<tted to attend the ,{ervice of the efl:a­
bl i111ed cburch of Denmark, t be Roma~ C atholic chapels, or 
tbofe of the di·ffe rent {caaries with .which that Wand a bounds ; 
and I am of epi'nion that jf the government of GJ'eat Britain was 
to pay mor-e :J..t ten tion 'to the inf1:ruaron of Slaves., their morals 
mig ht be very much imp roved, and that it might in the ella 
prove a greater Cec urity to the welfare of the W dt India Iilands 
than people in ,general :ue aware of. 

'VVh at dn you apprehend might be the .con;fequence to the 
'Daniili ,Jflands, of !top ping or ob(truding the intercour[e for 
their provjfions betweeJl them and North~ America .? 

Tbe meafure would be ex tremely diflrefIing; for the Danilh .. 
:Iflands, as I obferved 'before, are very [mall, and .very uncertain in 
their [ea[0ns, therefore tliey can [e1dom or ever depend on an .am­
ple fupply oJ provi.fion for their N egroes., from .the hnds that ar~ ' 
.allotted for ,that pUipofe. 

Can you give the Commj,ttee a:ny informa,tioFl refpeCting ~he 
.confumption of Slaves in the Danif.h lflands ·? 

I cannot be yery par ticular en that [ubjeCt .; bu.t, although the 
Danifh I1lands are atpre[ent .in a fl:ate of p'erfed cultivation., they 
ar.e ullder the neceffity of purchafing a number of SlaV-e5 annually 
to keep up their numbers. 

,What has been, and what dn you cc:mceive to be at prefent# the 
'price of Slaves in the Daniih Wands, cO,mpared with the prices ill 
·OUf own '1 

As the Danifh Wands are all free ports, and are ~pen' to the in­
troduClion .of Slaves in American and other foreign bottoms, I am 
of opinion that Slaves are at prefent on rather more reaConable 
:terms in the Danilh than in the Britifh or French Illands.­
l<'ormerly that was no.t the ,call:, for when I relided. illlhe lilan4 ., 

of 



d SaimtCb,dfropn.er,'I fold Inamy.cargoe!> to t11e inhabitants of the 
Daniili IOands, at better prices than could begot for them in tlla 
Britiili Ulands; ,. ' , 

· I 

What is' the oondition ,of SJa~es in the Du,teh {ettlements-? ' 
The condition :of Slaves in the Dutch Iflands (which is the 

fOniy part of'their Iettleinoots that 'I have heeL! in) .is by no means 
, ,[0 conifortabole as' in the Britiili Hlan~s. 

What is the fituat.ion of S·Javes in the Spa'll'i'(h Jllands? 
The only , S.paniila Iaamld 1 ever was il'l, was HifpaQiola, and 

from an the obfe~ations I .could make 011 the manners of the 
'Shwes and inhabcitants, they all feemed to live in a fiat.e 'Of natu·re. 
,cultivating haFely ' as much land as :lI4peared neceifary for their 
:fubfifience; bu tthat Bland., as well ,as all their fettlemen ts. abound 
with provil!1:lll's' and fruits, in {1Jch profufion, .and wild cattle and 
iJo,gs, that the Slaves Jive very .comfor.table. 

W 'hat prices are at prefent paid by tIle SpamiCh merchants for 
'Slaves in their continental and iDlfuhr fet<tlemel1ts? 

I cannot ·be particuhr as to the prices pa~d by indivlauals, but 
>the Spaniili government contracts have gef.lerally peen made of 
late frem thirty to thirty-three pound'S fteding per head, and as 
-tne Negr.oes !hey take are not of the mofi valuable kind, and the 
~argoes are always paid {,or in ready mOlley, thaCe are t:onfiaered 
.good prj.ces.. 

Do yem think the Tegnlating .aCt has ~p€tated to encreafe the 
:price of Slaves in our Hlands .? 

I have always confidered that act to be an advan,tage to the Trade 
-and were it not for the ideas that are entertained in the I/lands 
of a total abolition. I am perfuaded it could not have the effect 0£. 
raifiog the value of Slave~. . 

Have not our African merchants certain advantages for carrying 
on, the Slave Trade, which enable them to carry it on, on cheaper 
terms than the merchants of other nations:? 
, They certainly have; but the advantages of ·carrying on trade 

.are not peculiarly confined to' their fituation, hut a.ri[e from the 
,great improvemements in every bran.ch of our manufactures, 
trade, and navigation. 

Is the capital employed in trade by the African merchants COIl­

lIderable? 
, < It is very conflderable. 

Does 
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' D ocs i t r~<'[ u ire a cornfid erable capital to carry oil the Afric'an 
:.l'rade ? 

It certainly docs, notwithfb nding the great opulence of our 
tradefmen nftords accommodations to the African, as well as aU 
other merchants, that arc not known in other countries. 

Do YOll conceive, ill, cafe of the introduction of Slaves -into the 
Britifh Weil: India Iil ands being prohibited" it would be im­
poilible, or extremely difficult, to prevent Slaves being run in from 
tbe neighbouring Iflands ? 
, . I certainly do; for though the inhabitants of the Britilh 
Weil: India Iil ands are in them[elves as affectionate and a'S warm 
f ubjects as nny in His Majefl:y's dominions, yet an attempt of this 
kind would be confidered fa extr!:mdy oppreilive, tbat univerfal 
refinance would be given to it; and where it is the interefl: of 
e\,ery Black and White inhabitant of an Wand to introduce new 
N egro Slaves, no laws can be formed that can prevent the impor .. 
tation of them into our Wands. 

Do you conceive it would be for the interefl: of the public in 
general" and of the Briti(h W efl: India Wands in particular, to 
prohibit the African merchants from furnifhing Slaves for the 
fupply of foreign [ettlements, mediately or immediately? 
, I do think it would be very much to the injury of the Trade 
of this country to take any mea[ure of the kind; for were the Bri­
tifh African merchant prevented from [upplying foreigners with 
Slaves by a trade carried on direCtly in Briti!h bottoms from this 
country, confiderable numbers of them would remove themfelves 
and their families to other ports in Europe, where they would 
meet with very great encouragement; and this would not only 
prove an immediate Ids to the trade and navigation of this 
country, but might be the, means of encouraging many of our 
valuable manufacturers to leave this kingdom, and e1l:ablifh 
themfelves in foreign governments • 

. no you not think the terms were very reafonable on which the 
lands were ' granted to the fetders in the Ceded Iflands ? 

Very far from it, for every acre of His Majefiy's lands in thofe 
Wands was fold confidel'ablyabove its value. ' : 

.' Was it ~t a co~fiderable e;pence that they were fettled; and by; 
what was that expence chiefly occafioned? . 

They were [ettied ,aJ a very confiderable expenc;e, arifing i·n (he 
lidl: place from the tedious manner in which fugar plantations are 

, hrought 
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brought into any Itate of cultivation, fo as to make a return to the 
proprietor-the buildings in every inltance are of confider-able 
value; and in the fettlement of all new lands there is certainly a 
greater proportion of Slave-s loft, than on eftates that are in perfeCt 
cultivation. 

Are the lands which you have fold at prefent in the hands of the 
perfons to whom you fold them? 

They are in general. 

Were the Slaves, fome of whom you mentioned as having 
£.200 property, field Slaves? 

The only Slave who wag poffelfed of a property of that value on 
my eftate was a field Slave, in the capacity of a driver; -and all 
his family, which confifl:ed of upwards of forty perfons, were em­
ployed in different occupations in the field; and their conduCt was 
fo very exemplary, that during my retidence on my own eftate there 
never was one of the family punilhed. 

What was the price <if Slaves about the period of the fettle­
ment of the Ceded Wands? 

The average value of Slaves at the time the Ceded Iflands were 
fettled was about thirty pounds fterling. 

What is the condition, in refpect to religion and morals, of the 
Slaves in the new and old Hlands belonging to Great Britain? 

In the Wand of Grenada, which was ceded to us with a con­
fiderabJe number of Slaves upon it, the Negroes were all Roman 
Catholics, and continue fo to this period-they are all baptized" 
and one-third of every gang of Slaves are admitted to attend 
divine fervice on Sunday-they are likewife in the habits of at­
tending to morning and evening prayers, accordii1g to the rites 
of their religion, round the hoofe of the proprietor or manager _j 
and I am convinced, from my obfervations on Slaves in that and 
other Wands, that religion has an exceeding good effect on their 
morals.-In the old Englilh Wands, and even the Ceded Iflands of 
Saint Vincent and Dominique, the Negroes in refpeCt to religion 
are very lhamefully neglected. 

Is it not a contiderable time before the African Negroes under­
ftand the language of the Wand fufficiently to profit from the in­
ftructions of their teachers? 

The new Negroes in general have a remarkable quicknefs in 
learning of languages; and as they are always committed to the 
care of the old and experienced Slaves, in Il1ands where religion 
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is flttended to, their rroteCtor, as he is called, makes a point of 
introducing them very early to the miffionary of tbe diflriCt, and 
they arc always baptized as foon as they are fuppofed to have any 
ide:l of the language. 

What were the fymptoms of the complaint that was fa fatal to 
you r Slaves in the year 1786? 

I can only fpeak of th at by the reprefe ntations which were 
made to me by my at tornies-the complaint from their account 
ieemed to originate with a viol ent pain on tb eir right fide, which 
never failed of bringing on a fever, and that I fuppore continued 
until ' th ei r diiorde r proved fatal to them, or came into a il:ate of 
recovery. 

Was it more fatal to the field or to the domeflic Slaves? 
The diforder feemed to prevail uni verfally among my Slaves; 

and from a paifage in. my attornies letters I remember their men­
tioning the lofs of two very fine young per[ons, one a male and 
the other a female, who were abou t fixteen years of age, and 
were employed as domeil:ic Slaves. 

What number of Whi te men are OI'dinarily employed In plan­
tation fervice, and in what il:ations ? 

I believe in general that the proportional numbers will hold 
to be pretty much the fame on all other eflates as I have men­
tioned them to be on my own. 

W hat was the fum you paid for the grant of lands you bought 
of General Monckton ? 

£. 32,000 frerling for the grant, which contained 4,000 acres. 

How long is it before the great expence of buying Slaves for 
clearing new lands, for ereCting works, and all other charges in­
cident to a fugar eil:ate, will allow fuch eil:ate to make any 
return ? 

From the beil: of my obfervation, I am of opinion that no 
return whatever can · be expeCted from an eflate fettled . out of 
woods, in lefs than four years; and that it will require ten years 
to make returns of any cOlliiderable value. 

What might it coil: you to replace the Slaves who died on your 
Hermitage eflate in 1:- 86 ? ' 

It is impoffible for me to eil:imate the exaCt expence of fup­
plying that lofs-thefe Slaves, at the time of their death, were 

worth 
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worth at leaft £. 3,{)00 Ilerling; and as a greater number mua be 
pLll'chafed to replace fo many feafoned Slaves loft, I cannot polli. 
bly eftimate my lofs at lees than £. 3,500. 

Are you of opinion that the plough can be u(ed in any of the 
IOands you are acquainted with to any material advantage in the 
cultivation of lands in the plantations? 

I am perfuacied it cannot. 

Are you of opinion that the plantations can be cultivated by 
Europeans? 

They certainly cannot. 

Are not the French 'Weft India IOands and the Briti{h Ceded 
Wands, fo called in general, more feafonable as to rain, and more 
plentifully furniili(Jd by conftant ftreams of water, than the old 
fettled Britiili IOands ? 

They certainly are. 

Are not the eftates in the Old Windward Wands in general of 
far lees extent than in the Ceded IOands; and are not the Negro 
proviGon-gronnds in the former confequently lefs in quantity than 
in the latter? 

The efhtes in the Old Windward IOands are not in general of 
above one-half the extent they are in the Ceded Wands, they 
are of courfe worfe appointed in proviiion-grounds; and as the 
climate of thore IOands is much more uncertain, very little de­
pendance can be placed on their feafons, therefore it is not above 
one;; year in three that their provifions anfwer. 

Is not the confequent deficiency of the native ground proviGons 
in thefe Old IOands made up by the proprieto.rs, by the purcha[e 
of imported articles of food and' fupport for their Negroes? 

It certainly is. 

Did not the regular and conftant fupply of provifions from North 
America to the Old Britiili Windward 1l1ands, before the late pro­
hibition of it, afford the planters a more certain and plentiful 
means of feeding and fupporting their Slaves, than any they now 
have by the other fubfl:ituted channels of importation? 

It certainly did. 

You faid that the average price of Slaves at the time of fettling 
the Ceded IOands was thirty pounds-do you mean by that the 

average 
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average price of Slaves by the .cargo, or the average value of the 
'Prime new Negroes? 

I meant the average price of Slaves by the cargo. 

Did you ever if) your experience know a Free Negro offer himfelf 
:to work for hire in the field in any of the Britifh Iflands i' 

I never knew an inftance of it,. 

Are there not large fums of money due from the Britilh plan­
iers, upon mortgage and otherwife, to the merchants' and other 
inhabitants of Great Britain? 

Very, confiderable fums. 

Are there ~ot alfo confiderable fums due from them to foreigners 
-Who have been encouraged to lend their money by Britiil1 aCts of 
Parliament, on the fecurity of their plantations, Slaves, and other 
property in the Weft Indies? 

There are confiderable foreign loans on eftates on almoft every 
one of the Windward Iflands. 

Is it not common, in contraCts and engagements entered into by 
the planters, for them to covenant with their mortgagees and 
other creditors to keep up the number of their Slaves, and to add 
to the fecurity aU fubfequently purchaCed ones, fo as to prevent a 
,diminution of the value afld produce of the efi:ate? 

It is almofi in every inftance. 

Is not alfo a fimilar engagement entered into by leffees of [ugar 
'efiates in the Britilh plantations? 

It a1 ways is. 

What will be theconfequence to the credit of the Britilh 
planters with their creditors in this country, and among foreigners, 
if the Slave Trade Ihould be abolilhea ? , 

The credit of the BritiD1 Weft India IOands is already fo mate­
rially injured by the meafures which have been taken in this 
'country, that it is not 'now pollible to borrow money on any terms, 
upon the beft fecurity that can be offered in the Britilh Weft 
India IOands; and if the African trade is abolilhed the creditors 
of thofe colonies will no doubt take immediate meafures for the 
recovery of their debts, as they will not any longer confider them 
in a ftate of fecurity.- The eftates, if no regular fupplies are 
-granted them, muft daily diminilh in crop. and of courfe the 
lecurity, in a certain time. will corne to nothing. 

Do 
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Do you know any of the circumfl:ances of a tranCaC1ion which 
is filid to have happened refpeCting the carrying away from the 
coa·fi of Africa to Barbadoes a certain number of pawns, and what 
became of thofe pawns? 

Being the correfpondent of the houfe of MelT" . Arnold, Bruce, 
~nd Company, in the Hland of Dominique, I was informed by letter 
from thefe gentlemen, fome time in the month of Mayor June, 
1788 , .that the {hip Molly of Liverpool, commanded by Captain 
Bebhy, had arrived to their add refs from the Cameroons on the 
Coafi of Africa with a cargo of Slaves, among whom the captain 
faid there were a certain number of pawns; that a few days aftu ' 
the arrival of the Molly at Dominique, the fchooner Gainiborough 
arrived from the Cameroons with a Free Black Man on board, 
named ~aoo, and infiruCtions and letters from the captains of 
feverallhips at the Cameroons, who had been feized on and de­
·tained by the natives of that country, until fllch time as there 
pawns were redeemed; the very day the {chooner arrived at Do­
miniq ue, Melfrs. Arnold ;and Bruce carried the Free Mall ~aoo 
on board the Molly, and defired him to point out the Negroes he 
conlidered as pawns; he accordingly poinfed, out twenty-two 
men, who were immediately carried on (hore, and treated with 
the greatefl: tendernefs and humanity, until the fchooner Gain{­
.borough was refitted, and in a condition to return to the Coail: of 
Africa; thefe pawns, fome time in the month of July J78 g, 
went on board the fchooner, and failed for Africa; the [aid fchoo­
-ner arrived fafe at the Cameroons on the Coait of Africa, and fo 
far were the inhabitants from being difpoled to redeem thofe pawns, 
th~t they would not have any thing tp fay tel them, notwithitand­
ing the many applications that were made by t11e Captain of the 
·Gainiborough, and the other commanders who were trading in 
the river Cameroon at the time. After laying a ccn!iderable time 
on the Conil:, the pawns were returned to the Well: Indies, and 
are now in the lfland of Dominique, on .the plantation of Mr. 
Winfl:on. the ).ate attorney-general of that colony, where they are 
gently wrought, and are amply cloathed and fupplied with provi­
!ions; they are confidered by my cOffefpond~nts a~ Free Men, and 
remain now in that iituation. 

vVas it ever .reprefented to yem, 0r do you believe from anY'!I 
thing that you have heard, that thefe pawns, or any of them. were 
the ions or relatiJns of princes, or great men of Africa; or what 
was their condition? 

I do not believe they were; for by my correfpondence with 
Me.a-" Arnold, Bruce, and Company, I am alfured that the 
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':pawns we re obtained by Captain Bebby in the common courfe of 
. trade-I am alfo alTured by thefe gentlemen, that Captain Bebhy, 

i ll the M olly, lay five or tix weeks in the River Cameroon, after 
he was completely J1aved, ufing his endeavonrs, during thattime, 
to p revail on the nati ves to redeem th e pawns. 

As YOll have had much experience in the Slave Trade from the 
arrival of Slaves in the \Vdl: Indies, have you reafon to believe, 

. from· the obfervations you have made, that Negroes imported from 
the Coall: of Africa are taken from . a more happy flate, thereby to 
be placed in a worfe ? 

. It is impol1ible for me to ipeak with precifion to that queftion, 
having never been on the Coall: of Afri ca; but from my long 
intimacy and acq uaintance wi th many commanders of Guinea­
men (whom I have found very intelligent) I have not a doubt of 

, their fituation being infinitely more c0!11fortable in the Well: India 
Iflands than .on the Coall: of Africa. 

In the accounts of the population of the W ell: India Iflands, 
, are Free People of colour ordinarl'ly ranked under .the defcriptiOIl 

of . Free Negroes? 
They generally are. 

Confidering .that in one day, or in one day and an half, the 
.Slaves are to cultivate pro-vifion-grounds fufficiellt for their whole 
fubfiflence, and fufficient alfo to enable them to make the ac- . 
quifitions ·they are reprefented to polTefs, is not this a laborious 
fervice? 

Very far from it; for the cultivation of provifion~grounds in 
,the Weft India Iflands that are fealonable is attended with very 
little labour; and a great proportion of the food of Slaves is the 

: fruit of bana.nas and plantane~trees, which do not require continual 
.attention. 

Is not .vegetation very quick in the Weft India climates. and 
.. confequentlyprovifions and other fruits of the ear.th very foon at 
.maturity? 

They arc. 

.And .thea .the W.itnefs\Vas directed to withdcaw. 

Mr. 
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Mr. J 0 H N CAS T L E S called in, and examined. ' 

'Of what country are you a native? . 
Of England. 

H ave you refided in the Wefl: Indies ? 
I refided in tbe Wefl: Indies from 1766 to 1788, except one 

year, which I fpent in a vifit to England. 

In what Iibnd ? 
In the Ifland of Grenada. 

Did you practice phyfic and furgery in that iiland ? 
I did till within two years of t'he time I left it. 

What number of plantations did YOIl attend? 
Generally from fix to ten fugar plantations. 

About what number of Negroes d·id you attend? 
From twelve to fifteen hundred. 

Are you a proprietor of land yourfelf? 
I purchafed a piece of land uncultivated and in wood, in part­

nerfuip with another gentleman, in the year I77I, which we 
cultivated and put iato fugar-I afterwards bought the other 
moiety, and now poifefs the whole. 

Would you ha've purchafed that land, or could you have ef­
fected that fettIement witho1.lt a fupply of Negroes from Afri­
ca? 

No-we furnilhed the eftate entirely with Negroes from the 
Coafl: of Africa. 

According to your joint experience, both as a planter and as a 
medical man, is it your opinion that the population of Negroes 
in Grenada will remain in its prefent fl:ate, wi.thout recruits from. 
time to time of new Negroes from Africa ? 

No-I think the population will diminiib every year. 

What are your reafons for that opinion? 
There are feveral; in the firfl: place, the Negro women are not 

fo prolific as the women of this country, which I apprehend to 
be 
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be owing to exceffive and promifcuous intercourfe with the other 
fex, and that commenced at a very early period; from th is caufe, 
they 'do not in general breed till a pretty advanced age, viz. from 
twenty-five to thirty years of age, whe n they are not fo much 

· the objeCls of defi re with the ' men; therefore a great part of the 
moll: proper time for the propagation of the fpec ies ·is tot:!ll y loft. 
When they do breed at afl early period, which is very Celdorn 
the cafe, the chi ldren generally di e, aod the mothers ClJlfer fo 
much; ,that they are unfit for bearing children at a more :ldvanced 
and more proper age. When they do bear children, they ' keep 

· them at the brealt general! y two years, by which means there 
can be one birth only in two years and an half, or three years, 

-being a longer period than is generally :illowed in this coun~ry 
for that purpofe.- ,Children are fubjec9: very foon after thei r birth 
to a difeafe called the tetanus or locked jaw, which is fo fatal, ,th-a t 

, t he Negro women conceive only one half of the danger of rhe 
birth wi th re(peCl to the child til! the ninth day, to which time 

· they look with great anxiety. To be underftood with refpeCl to 
the caufes of this difeafe, it is nece!1ary to obferve, that phyiicians, 
in defcribing the caufe of difeafes with any degree of accuracy, 
divide them into two claffes; the remote procatarcic, or predif­
poiing, and the proxi mate, without the concurrence of both -of 
w hich the difeafe cannot be produced; for inltance, one perfo n, 
from l ~ying in damp {beets, fhall only be nightl}' indifpofed, or 
catch a cold, as it is commonly called; whereas another, from the 
£'lme caufe, 111a1l be ferzed with a dangerous or perhaps fatal 
pleurify or peri-pneumony : there mult be fome reafon why the 
fame cau(e has not had the fame effeCl. It will be found, in the 
latter cafe, a plethora, or inflammatory diathelis, had been in­
d,uced .in the fyilem, perhaps by full or hard living, or violent 
exerCife, which is the prediJpoling caufe of the pleurify or perip­
ne.umony, which would however have pofiibly gone off without 
any danger, and would not have produced the diiea{e without the 
acceilion of the proximate caufe, which is fudden fi:oppage 'of pel'­
fpiration by laying in wet linen. The predifpoling caufe of teta­
nus or locked jaw, I conceive to be exceffive irritability of fyf­
tern, ' 1n'duce'd .by· the warm climate. That this irritability exifis 
in a: very high degree in ' the Well: Indies, is well known'ifor this 
difeafe is freguently occafioned by the molt triflilJg canfes" fuch as 
a cut or prick .in' the finger or ' toe, . or from fuddenl y catching 

c cold after violent exercife, even in adults of all defcriptions, ot 
White or Black; but phyficians know that, ceteris paribus, 'ir­

-ritability offyftem is greater in young perfOns than in old, -and 
\ that in proportion ' to .the age ' or 'nearnefs to the ·time 'Of -birth,; 
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hence the greatell: degree of irritability mull: exill: immediatefy 
after birth, and hence this difeafe mull: be more frequent at that 
time than at any future period of life. The proximate calIfes of 
tetanus are all caufes of pain or irritation; the moll: common are, 
the wound left on the navel on the feparation of the navel-Il:ringt.­
the retention of the meconium ... bad milk, or fudden expofure to 
cold. Thefe caufes, I apprehend, occur as frequently in this 
country as in the \Vell: Indies, but they do not produce the dif­
cafe, becaufe the predifpoling caufe is either abfent altogether. or 
exill:s in a very fmall degree. 

And then the Counfe! and Witnefs were directed to 
withdraw. 

Lunce, 22° die Februarii 1790. 

COunCe! and Witnefs called in as before j and the Counfe! pro­
ceeded further in their Examination. 

Does the proximate cau[e exill: in a greater degree in the Well: Mr. CASTLES. 
Indies than in this country? 

On the contrary, I -think that the proximate caufe of infan­
tine tetanus muft occur rather more frequently in this country 
than in the Weft Indies, for want of that medical aid. and thofe 
comforts, which the Negroes in the Weft Indies fo unive'rfally en­
joy.-Convullions and fatal fevers often happen from dentition, 
from the fame reafon as the tetanus, viz. exccffive irritability of 
the fyftem. - It is certain that as much pain is occalioned by the 
teeth making their way through the gums in this country as in the 
Weft Indies; but the predifpoling caufe of convullions or fever 
being abfent, few are loft in that way in this country- the fame 
doctrine will hold with refpect to worms, with this addition, that 
worms in children are muc.h more common in the Well: Indies 
than in England, owing, I apprehend, to their vegetable diet, great 
part of which is ufed in a crude Il:ate, particularly fruits, which 
they have in greater plenty than the lower fort of peof!le in this 
country.-Another caufe of depopulation is fatal epidefuical dif­
cafes-in the year 177 I or 1772 a catarrhal fever very like the 
influenza, which I found on my arrival in this country in 178.8, 
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carried oir great numbers of both Whites and Blacks.-A bout 
feven or eight years ago a putrid fore throat was epidemical, and 
proved generally fatal to children-thofe who took the fmall-pox 
naturally generally died; and although inoculation was in general 
very fuccefsful, yet on fome plantations many died-the meafles 
were not fatal in themfelves, but often left the patients in fuch 
fi tuations as they did not recover from-and very lately a difeafe 
commonly called the liver complaint carried off great numbers of 
N egroes on fome plantations-":"with refpect to Grenada in particu­
lar, there are a great proportion of Negroes from the co aft of 
Africa, in confequence of which the proportion of women is fmall 
in comparifon to the males.-I forgot formerly to mention that 
women in warm countries leave off breeding fooner that in more 
temperate ones. 

What proportion of the children which are born die within 
the month? . 

On the eftates which I attended, taken collectively, I think 
about one thiFd part of the children died within the month­
on my own eftate I loft more than that proportion. 

Did you give all necelTary care and attention to raife the 
children that were born on your own eftate ? 

Moft certainly, and very often confulted with medical. men on 
that fubject. • 

Did you not think it highly for your intereft to raife Negro 
children? 

Moft certainly, and long before I ever thought this matter 
would be agitated • 

. Do you know, or did you ever hear of any effectual remedy for 
the jaw-fall among children? 

No-my practice was to avoid all caufes of pain or irritation, 
in order to prevent the difeafe, fuch as taking care to purge off the 
meconium, to have the wound oh the navel properly dreifed, to 
pay attention to the nurfe, and to have comfortable warm lodg­
ings, when the women ·were brought to bed in particular. 

Are not White children born there equally fubject to this com­
p!?int? . 

There were but few White children in that part of the I1land 
where I relided, but I am well informed by my brother, who is 
major of the 66th regiment, that the women of that regiment 

were 
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were very prolific after their arrival in the Weft Indies~ but that 
they reared very few of their children. 

What proportion of the Negro children that are born arrive 
at the age of puberty? 

In my opinion not one-third-on my own eftate r 10ft more; 
and when I left Grenada I had only twenty-three Creoles, the 
produce of abou t 130 or 140 African Slaves, in the courfe of 
fifteen or fix teen years, fix or feven of which only were fit for 
mule boys. 

Among the women imported what proportion of them hJ<~,d ? 
Very few, I think-we ufed to buy our Negroes in lots often. ~ 

among which there were three or four females at moft; one or two 
of which only were capable of bearing children. 

Are there not in fuch lots females paft 
are there not alfo children? 

Always. 

bearing children, and 
, , 

Do not the Negroes bring upon themfe1ves difeafes which 
prove fatal to them, by their nocturnal vifits, aDd the manner ill 
which they frequently pafs the night? 

Very often-they are fo fond of the dance, that they will fre­
quently, after they have done their work, go five or fix miles in 
order to enjoy that diverfion, and come home time enougl;1 at the 
calling of the lift in the morning; fcom which reafon , J al ways 
foulld more fick perfons in the hofpital on the Monday than in, 
the litter part of the week-the Saturday and Sunday night being, 
the moft common times for that kind of amufement; I am cer_ 
tain they hurt themfc:;lvea more from that caufe than from their 
labour for their mafter throughout the week. 

I,s it your opinion that the reafon why the Negro women do 
not breed in a greater degree, or why children are not raired, is" 
that the Negroes are not well treated, or made to labour to() 
hard? " 

Certainly not, but from the caufes I have already affigned. 

Has it not coft you a large fum of money to fettle your planta­
tion? 

A very large fum-more than it is worth in my opinion. 

"V auld you have made that purchafe or fettlement if you had 
underftopd 
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under1l:ood that you were to be deprived of the means of fupply­
ing yourfelf with African Negroes? 

I mpoffible, becaufe I purchafed the eftate in woods, which could 
have yielded no revenue at all. 

Is your eftate now full y ftocked with N egroes? 
It is. 

Can you keep up the number without occaGonal fupplies from 
Africa? . 

I have kept up my number but not my ftrength for fome years 
pan: ; but [elJfib le that a fupply of Negroes from Africa would be 
neceffary, I ordered five per cent. to be purchafed annually. 

W ould YOll have left that order wi thout a conviction of thCl 
necefiity for it? 

I certainly would not-I have given reafons before why I think 
the population will decreafe in general. 

Are there not epidemical diforders which are frequently fatal to 
the ableft and moft healthy Negroes in large numbers? 

Yes- fuch as 1 have already defcribed • 

. Are not thofe diforders alone in the Weft Indies more than 
fufficient to counterbalance the increafe by births? 

They have hitherto been fo-befides fatal .confeqnences often 
follow the mon: trifling accidents, in confequence of that irritabi­
lity offyftem, fo .univerfally induced in the Weft Indies from the 
climate-hence many adults have died of the locked jaw. 

When any of thofe lotfes are experienced, what muft be the 
confequence to the planter, if he cannot recruit his means of cul­
tivation, by the purchafe of African Negroes to fupply: fuch 
lotfes ? 
. Ruin; becaufe his numbers will at length decreafe f() much 

that he will not be able to make produce of any fort. fugar in 
particular. 

Are not the Negro women, in refpec9: IQ£. food and 1 
fully as favourable a condition for the propagaq,bn ot·"~1.1~tI,; 
fpecies, as the labouring pal't ro£tbe fClmaJ~ ' 11 ~,f:"tl_lti\.,,,,· 

In,my opinion they moft cOlitainly are. 
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Weft Indies, as com.fortable as that of the labouring poor ill 
England? 

Much more [0-1 have had occafioD, in a tour which I made , 
laft [ummer, through part of England .and Scotland, to be able 
to an[wer this qudl:ioo pofitively. 

Did you bring any Negroes from Grenada with you? 
Yes-I brought two,' a man and a woman, as Iervants. 

Were they [enIible Negroes? 
Very much [0. 

When in this country how were they treated .? 
Exactly as my other [ervants-both of them were c1oathedpro­

:perly for this country. 

Were they in all refpects on a footing with White [el;vants? 
In every refpect. 

Were they not attached to you? 
Very much. 

Did you wilh them to fray in this country? 
I wifhed them to fray, at leafi: for a year or two, until J fhould 

determine whether this climate would permit me to fi:ay in Eng­
land altogether, that they might be of ufe to me in my paifage to 
the Wefi: Indies again. 

Were they Free Negroes '? 
No-the one was an African Slave, purchafed at about the age 

of twelve; the woman was a ,Creok--both Slaves ;- the man had, 
.been accufi:omed to field work in general, thoughoccafionally 
employed in the houfe-the woman I purchafed from ,a tav.ern­
keeper, where her labour was harder than that of a common field 
Negro. 

Were they fatisfied to fray in this country? 
No, for in about three months they begged of me to fend them 

out; and on my afking them the reafon, they ["id they did nat 
like this country: and.I have found, on enquiring further, that 
-they thought this country very dull, and pined very much after 
their dances, and other cufrorps, to which they had been accu[­
.tomed-they were far from being fond of the kind of living in 
.thiu:ountry, and when they had any money, often regaled them-

3 I felves 



\{"elves on a herring llnd potataes, ,iltftead of the yam& alW .plan­
:tanes which they commonly eat in the Wefl: Indies, in pref~e 
:'to the beft bread made in London, and to the ,.ordinary food of 
thit; country.-.I have very oft~n heard tlue woman {peak with 
great commiferation of a barrow-woman, who was far ,aQlIanccfi 
in her pregnancy, fcHing fruit in theftreet, and faid, that if the 
was fo far gone with child, her mafter would not put her to [0 
hard labour ,; and wRenever {he palfed this wot11Qn alway~ laid out 
fome money in fruit with her.-I therefore fent Lhem both home 
to the W efl: Indies. 

Did they appear to 'befl:ruc'k or flII'prifed at the number of 
beggars, and ,other miferable objects, which they obferved t8 the 
ftreets ? 

Exceedingl y.-They tlfed to [ay, " Buccrll (Wllite CQUDtryD 
" not good." 

Do YOll recollect any obfer-va t.ion being made by this NegrQ 
woman, when a White fervan t, rendered incapable by pregnancy 

,of doing her work, was difcharged ? 
Yes.-One of my White {etvants ,became (0 big with :child, 

that I was obliged to difcharge her-The Negro woman thought 
it cruel.in the higheft degree ; and faid, if the had been in the 
fame fituation, her mailer would have taken care of her~ and beeR 
very thankful te her for bringing him a child.----&>th the Ne­
groes conlidered themfelves in full as good a iituation as the otbcto 
fervants, and often told .them fo, when .repr.oached by.them witla 
being Sla\'cs. 

H~ve you received any account of them fince they 'have 'been 
fent home; and is it that they are contented, or otherwife t 

It is that they areperfcCl:ly contented, and beha;ve .chem{oI.es 
well. . 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

Were the Negroes., ef whom you have been jouil fpeaking;, d~ 
m,efl:ic or field Negroes when in the Wei Indies? 

The man had been in tIu: field, and done all {orl'&''' 
there, but was occa{ional~ employed in the bOUle ...,baa 4ln)'. o{ 
the other fervants happened 0 -be fick.; 'and fotne be_ ( 
brought him home I lent t.'im to my broth\w 10 ~etre ~ Iaf.ti 
hor{e&.-The woman was newr empIQyed ift the 4014 by 'Ill .... 
. I pur-
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I purchafed her ' from a tavern-keeper abou,t three or four y~ars 
before I left the Weft Indies, who was generally reckoned rather 
a {evere mafte., and where the work was to my knowledge harder 
than common field labour. 

What was the age of 'the female, when {he came into your 
poifeffion ?, 

About eleven or twelve, and had two children before {be was 
fourteen. 

Were thefe two Slaves on their return to the Weft Indies placed 
~n the fituation of domeftic or field Slaves? 

I gaYe orders that the man {bould be put to any trade he chofe 
-the woman was hif(~d out to a ftore-keeper, for the purpofe of 
hawking merchandize about the country. 

Were you purchafing Slaves duril'lg the whole of the fifteen or 
fixteen years mentioned in your former anfwer; or at what pe­
riod of that term had you completed the number of 130 or 140, 
which you have ftated as the whole of your purchafe? 

The whole of the Slav~s were purchafed before the capture of 
the Wand in 1779, but by far the greateft number were purchafed 
within the firft, .fecond, and third year. 

What do you take to be the ordinary proportion of females im­
ported, to that of males? 

In general there are' two males imported to one female. 

What proportion of the infants born on your own eftate do you 
apprehend you loft before they reached the age of twelve or 
'thirteen ,? 

More than two-thirds. 

Did you 10Ce any of your African Negroes? 
A vaft many. 

Can you ftate the number and the defcriptions of thofe you loft~ 
'whether males or females? 

I cannot-I began to fettle the eftate in 1771, and in 1780, on 
examining the journal, I found, that had all the Slaves I pur­
chaCed, and thofe that were bom on the eftate, been alive, I 
{bould have had 163 or 164; inftead of which I had not actually 
100, which is .a lo{s of nearly fix per cent. per ann. 

From 
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From your not recoHecting any thing remarkahle concerning 
the proportion of males and females amonft the Slaves you loft, 
may it not be prefumed that there was nothing remarkable in it, 
but that you loft about an equal Proportion of both? 

Yes-Ithink fo. 

Did you-Iofe the greater number at the beginning or the latter 
part of the period of the nine years? 
- No doubt at the beginning, but more particularly from the 

epidemical catarrhal fever which! before mentioned. 

When you ordered five per cent. on the number of your Slaves 
to be purchafed annually, did you mean it for the purpofe of 
keeping up your ftock only? 

Not altogether; and 1 defired my attorney to purchafe females 
if pollible, in confeq lIence of the alarm raifed by the report of the 
abolition of the Slave Trade-but I am of opinion that perhaps 
two or three per cent. would keep up the number, but not the 
ftrength of the plantation. 

Do you apprehend it is for the planter's intel"efr to go upon the 
fyftem of breeding Slaves, or of purchafing Africans? 

Planters always go upon the fyfrem of breeding Slaves. 

~eftion repeated. 
Yes, certainly. 

Had you a room on your eftate appropriated to the lying-in 
women; or were they commonly delivered in their own houles? 

I hadno fuch place either on my own eftate, nor was there 
any fuch place where I attended .1I.S a furgean.-The women were 
always delivered in their own houfes. . . 

Did you ufe any, and what other precautions, to prevent the in­
fants from being attacked by the tetanus, than thofe defcribed in 
your former anfwer? . 

It was a fubjetl: very much difcuffed among medical men. and 
there were different opinions about _ it.-I tried every thing fu~ 
gefied, aFld tried different midwives. in order to pr~vent the ~r­
tality from this complaint. but without any great fu~. 

Does the irritability you .fr~ as produced by th,~ ~te of tPF 
Weft Indies prevail in a high degree amon,gfi: t'he Inhabi~ts 
after they reach the age of puberty . .; and are they often attackell$Y 
the. tetanull after that period? . 'Moll: 

• 

;. 



'Mqft certainly ·it does, far as I before ~bfer.ved, adwlts -of all 
defcriptians, and af all ages, frequ~n tly f~ll vi~ims to t.me tetanus, 
and this irritability is confequently ;heredltary In the.chtldren. 

What were the peculia.r fympt@ms af the [liver camp:la.int, :and 
was it infeC1:iaus ? 

The difeafe which carried aff fo many af Mr. Baillie's and ather 
perfans N egrees, .J neyer faw-it nev@r reached. my(;!ftate, ·nar .any 
of thafe eftates in that part af the caHntrY where I Jiv<%lll, therefore 
as a profeffianal man I cannot anfwer the queftian-an in€l.u.ra­
tien or feparatia[l of the liver has been always pretty frequent in 
Grenada, ' ·{jnce I have 'krwwn it, but .it .was gel1eratly am0ng ,the 
White people, a,nd i~ confequence of ,fev.ere l'epeateci lbilious fe­
vers-I have feen very few cafes of thi", amang the Negr0es, be­
cau(e f~om ,the natIJre of their faad they are nat fa much fubjed: 
to. bilious complaints as the White people arc. 

Do. you mean to fay, that among a ;lot ef t~n Sbves, 'e0mpre­
bending three or faur women, that only one or ~wo will @e likely 
to. praduce children? 

Yes, that is my idea, fer it is pretty certain that they are act 
~end of felling in Africa tRofe wom~m. !;ldl: adaptea fOJ: hreed-. 
lIlg. 

From what infarmatian do yau farm this opinian ? 
I have frequently heard fe fram the captains cf Guineamen, . 

who. have long ufed the trade. 

Is it. ufual then for thefe lats af Negroes to. contain aId 
wamen? 

When a cargo. is £l{fQrt~d and put into lats, the methad is t() 
~hufe nrft the mcft able men, accarding to. the number af lats, 
one able man fo.r each lat-then the next able men, ane for each 
lo.t, are cho.fen. and fa ar! with refpeCt to. the mare indifferent 
Slaves, men cr women, fa that there muft be gaad and bad, and 
yaung and old in each let, in arder to. make the lots as equal as 
pollible. 

pc yat~ ~naw of any other methad ar rule af lqtting Neg.ro.es 
fer fale, belides that yau h~ve juft defcriped ? 

No., al)d I have freq.uently affilted in Io.tting a cargo. ~yfelf. 

Do yau know any thing of a practice called the fcramble? 
Xes. 

3 K Defcribe 
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Defcribe that praCtice? 
When the Negroes are in the place allotted for their fale the 

,door is {hut till a certain time, when it is opened, and the pur­
chafer s go in, and purchafe that defcription of Negroes they 
l ike-.there is no other pecul.iarity of circumftance that I know 
of. 

Do you know any thing oof the mortal ity of children on the 
Coart of Afr.ica ? 

No. 

Is the climate in the Weft Indies hotter than that of thofe parts 
of Africa fr6m which the Negroes are ufually imported? 

I do not knoow-I never was in Africa. 

In what degree of latitude are the We{\: India Hlands fitu-
uted ? 0 

Gre!lada is in latitude between eleven and twelve, a!ld I believe 
the moil northerly IOands are in latitude about feventeen or 
e ighteen. 

What 1lI1mber of Negf0es fit for immediate labour are ufually 
found in a lot of ten? 

Generally I think feven or eight. 

Are not Creole Neg-roes I!Ifually better able to fuftain labour 
jn that clirmte than imported Africans ? 

I think there is no difference, when the Africans are feafoned 
-my own Negroes are aU Africans, except the children born on 
·the efl:ate, and are femarkablegood working people. 

Explain what you mean by the term "feafoned?" 
'iVhen a new Negro has been two or three years in the coun­

try, and acquainted with the language and manners of it. and 
has got his provjfion-gmund in fuch a fituation as to f~ply him­
felf with food, we confider him then as a feafoned Negro. 0 

Does not fearoning imply heing habituated t() the climate. and ' 
to the labour oof a plautanon ? 

I fancy the Negroes in their own country do \'ery little work, . 
and therefore they muft be habituated to it by d~g{et:~with 
.refpect to climate, I imagine it muft be nearly the fame.in bodl 
countries. 
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TIo you know whether a confiderabie proportion of n'ew N,­
groes die within the fjrft three years after importation? 

Not many, though more than in a future period. 

Were the Slaves which you brought ,to England with you as 
well treated, and as lightly worked, as in the Weft Indies? 

They were a ,great deal le(s worked here, and as well treated as 
tbey were ill the Weft Indies. 

Would you not then yourfelf have confidered their fituation 
l1ere as at leaft equally eligible? 

Certainly, bu t they did not think fo • 
. ' 

Was you ever concerned as a proprietor in the allotment and 
fale of a cargo of new Negroes? 

No. 

Do you mean to fay then, that the method you have defcribed 
in the allotment of a cargo of new Negroes, is invariably the prac­
tice adopted by the importers of new Negroes? 

I car. not fay it is, but all the lots I purchafed were aiforted m 
that manner. 

Do you believe that that is the general praCtice ufed by im­
porters? 

Not lately, I am told; but I have purchafed few or no Negroes 
for many years paft. 

Is it not a rule generally attended to, to have the families 
and relations (if any fuch there be) fold together In the fame 
lot? ' 

Always; and I remember, in lotting a cargo of Negroes, 
changing a great number of the Negroe,s from one lot to another, 
in confequence cf brothers and other relations being in other 
lots. 

When you faid that in a lot of ten new Negroes there were 
generally feven or eight fit for immediate labour, what is that im­
mediate labour that they are fit for? 

The moil: trifling labour, merely fomething to amufe thenn, 
fuch as turning cane traOl, to render it fit for fuel to boil fu­
gar. 

And ill not that courfe taken with them to reconcile their 
d ifpofi tiona 



[ ~20 J 
I 

difpofitions and conftitutions totne ch~nge of Ccene ,3JlP ~li­
mate, until they gradually become habItuated to the c<;lun.tey. 
and fit to undergo - the laborious part of work, in commOR 
with Negroes .feaConed to the country~ and the work of a pfan­
tation? " . 

Certainly. 

You {baed that your 10f-5 of male and female Sla.ves W3JS *~ 
an equal proportion; do you not mean thereby that that loCs was 
in 'proportion to the nUlpber ef each [ex which you ,had 0,11 your 
plantation? 

Yes, certainly. 

Do you a'pprehend that the lo[s of field Slaves could ,be in lIny 
-degree fupplied by fending domeftic Slaves to perform ,plrn~ation 
work? 

In a very trifling d~gree inoeed, not worth mentioning. 
. . , 

When you a~ed as a futg~ononorher plantations, in ~pat 
manaer was you paic;l for YOUT attendance? .. 

I was pai<;l [even {billings a!ld 'fi~ pence for each !'i·~gr(!) per ~n-
,num, befides which I was paid for all furgical opera~ions. . 

Was the tetanus a frequen~ ~.O}1~eql:l~.nfe of tho[e £~rg~ca] Rpe-
rations? . 

Sometimes-J 'have ~now1'l thr~Y ~! ·fouc caf.e~ of amput~tjon. 
'Wherein the tetanus proved fatal. ' . 

~ave you knoVWl the !etanus frc:qu~nt1y confyg\lent 9», fH1"giFal. 
<opel'atioll'S of £maner i~portan~e t~an ~'!l.put!ltion ? 

N o-wounos or Incifions in the mufcwar ltdb [ddom produ~ 
lthe tetanus~ , . 

J 0 a N9. R. E y. ~:(quijr~ called in1 ami e~~iM~ 
Of what country are .You .a na~~.el 
Of IreI~:)d. 

When did you Ii,rft go to the Weft Indies, how, long ~ 1..9 
.continue there; and ill what I.tlands ? 

'l went to t.~ Weft Indi~. ~out rAe ~\t ~.gf. ~:91i ~h~ . 
.bc;gtnniif. 
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'<beginning of 1765; and continued there about twenty years­
During that time, for feveral years, my duty required that I 
ihould be in the Ceded Hlands two or three times in 'eJ.ch year­
I have alfo been twice in Jamaica- I have alfo been at Antigua, 
Hifpaniola, Martinique, and feveral times at St. Lucia. 

In which of thefe Wands did you princijJally refide"? 
In the Hland of Dominique. 

Do you know any.thing 0f the commiffion which was ilfued. 
'by the King of Great Britain, in the year J 76+, appointing com­
miffioners for the fale and difpofal of .lands in the Ceckd Iflands ? 

I do know fuch commiilion was ilfued- I have converfed with 
Mr. George Grenville and Lord HiIHborough on the fubj eCt: of 
.that commiffion, and the inftruCt:ions which were to be ifTuoo in 
confequence of it-I have often been in poffeffion 0f the com­
miffion and the King's in!l:ruCt:ions, and J had them regiftered il'l. 
the Wand of Grenada, all the Cided mands bei'1g then under one 
government . 

. Did you execute any office'under that commiffion ? 
I did.-J was fecretary to the commiilion, and aCt:ed as .auc­

tioneer for His Majefty i~ the fale of lands. 

Didthe commiffioners, and others appointed by the faid com­
miffion, proceed on their dllty, and difpofe of the whole, or any 
-part of .the lands in the Ceded Wands, according to -their powers 
and i,nftruCt:ions.? 

They did difcharge their duty to His Majefty in the moft ho­
nourable, impartial, and difinterdled manner, and difpofed of 
174,108 acres, which amounted to ,C. 620,668. 7'" 8d. fler­
ling. 

Was there a ccinaition 'in tbe flle of tbofe 1ands, by which the 
'purchafer was obliged-to cut dewn, clear and cultivate, and under 
what penalties? 

There was fuch a condition in the grant . 

• 
Then an extract: from the faid grant, 'of which the follow-

ing is a copy, was read; viz. 

" And a1fo, upon condition that the grantee, his 
.,. heirs and affigns, !hall, from and after fix months 

3 L " {hall 
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" {hall be elapfed from the date of this our grant; well 
" and truly in every year clear one acre for every 
" twen ty acres of uncleared land in the faid hereby 
H granted plantation, until one half of the uncleared 
" cultivable land of the {aid plantation Gull be cleared; 
" and if it {hall happen, that the fa id grantee, his heirs 
" or ailigns, {hall no t clear the fa-me, as is hereby re­
" quired, then he 'or they {ball pay to liS, ollr heirs 
" and fucce(fors, the fum of fi ve pounds fterling per 
" annum for every acre which ough t to have been 
" cleared as aforefaid , and which he or they lhall fo 
" neglect to clear," 

Can you efiimate what quantity of the land fold now remains 
uncleared? 

It is impoffible to fay accurately, but the greateft part remains 
in wood ;-but I fpeak particularly as to the Illands of Dominique 
and Saint Vincent's. -

What quantity of land does the l(}and .of Dominique con­
tain ? 

186,436 acres. 

Wha't quantity of ' land in that Jfland was difpofed of :under 
the commiffion, and fince, and for what price? 

96,344 acres and three quartets was fold under the ,commif­
fion, which amounted to £. 3 I 2,092. I IS. Id. fterling-the com­
miffioners alfo made appropriation of lands for ,public purpofes­
and I have been informed and believe, that Governor Ord has 
fince the time of the commiffion difpofed of ,confiderahle qua~­
tities; fo that I believe the whole quantity under ,grants frorR 
His Majelly mull confiderablyexceed 100,000 acres. 

What quantity of land does the Ifiand of Saint Vincent COD­

tain? 
By the firft report of the furveyors appointed by the com­

miffioners, and the report of the commi(fioners to the ~ords of 
the treafury and board of trade, it appeartti to contain 89tD00 
acres, but by a late publication of Mr. Byers (pl,lblil,her of a 
map of the Ifland, and who .has fince atled as chi~ turveyor) 
it appeared to contain about 84,000 acres. , 

hat 
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\Vhat quantity of that land was difpe[ed of under the corn­
mifiion and fince, and to what amount? 

20,538 acres and three quarters were difp_ofed of -by the 
commiffioners, amounting to £.162,854, I IS. 7~d. fterling­
t have been informed that 4-,000 acres were given by His Majefty 
to General Monckton, and that about 20,000 acres have been 
iince confirmed to Mr. Swinburne, which I believe. have beeR or 
are to be difpofed of under limilar conditions of the grant of 
clearing, fo that the whole quantity v/ill appear by that to be 
44,coo acres. 

And then the Counfe! and Witoefs were directed to 
withdraw. 

ft1artis, 23" die Februarii 1790. 

COunfd and Witnefs called in as before; and the C~unfel pro­
ceeded further in their Examination. 

In the feveral [ales, under the commiffion and fince, were the Mr. G REG. 
lands fold according to their full value? 

The lords of the treaCury fixed a minimum, below which no 
land could be fold, which was five p0unds il:erling per acre for 
every acre of cleared land, and one pound Herling for every acre of 
wood land. The lands were advertiCed for fale in Great Britain, 
Ireland, America, and the Weft Indies; they were put up to pub­
lic fale, and fold to the higheil: bidder. The gentlemen attending 
the [ale as purchafers bid in oppolition to each other, and, in 
numerous inftances, bid up the lands far above whitt any body 
could have an idea that they were worth. 

At what time did the [ales begin, and how long did they con­
tinue? 

They began in the year 1765, and continued till the year 1775 ; 
that is, the lail: [ale was in the year 1774. 

Did not the [everal purchafers layout confiderable fUms ill 
railing 
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, ral Gng buildings and other works neceifary ' for the purpofe ' of 
carrying on the cu ltivation ? 

Immcnfe fums. ' 

Were thofe [urns , in fome in fiances greater flVen than the , pur­
ohafe money? 

Far greater. 

,Can you fiate th e number of Negroes in the Wand of Domi­
n que and Sain t Vincent? 

By the latefi and beft accou nts I have had, i t appears, the num­
, ber in , the two Illands was a year ago about 27,000 , 

Is tha t nu mber fufficien t to enable th e pu rcbafer to fulfil his 
' engagemen ts in clearing and cu ltivating the land? 

Judg ing by my own experi ence; and from obferva tions on the 
plantation s of others, ,I i:>elieve the prefent nu mber to be inade­
quate without very coniiderable ann ual fupp lies from Africa, to 
c ultivate p rope rly the lauds already cleared. I have obferved a 
retrograde ftate of fettlement in many -of the plantations, confide­
fable parts of which are retu rn ing again in to a defert flate for 
want of Negroes, the owners having been crippled in the firft in­
flance by paying fu ch va!! fums to the crown for the 'lands, and in 
ereCting their buildin gs and works, and from the in juries they 
h av e futhin ed by hurricanes and other lo(fes, which difable them 
from purchaung many Negroes at the extravagant price that the 
rumour-of the abolition of the Slave Trade has caufed. 

,Can you form any judgment of the additional numher of 
Negroes that will be neceifary to clear thofe lands in Dominique 
and St. Vincent's, which are now in wood? 

I am confident in opinion that one Negro f or every acre granted 
under ,the crown would be infufficient to clear and continue in cul - · 
tivation thofe lands-what the highefi: number would be fully to 
to anfwer that purpofe I cannot fay, 120,000 additional Negroes, 
I think, would ' be hardly fhlfficient to anfwer thofe purpofes. 

Had there been any public reafon to apprehend the abolition of 
the 'Slave Trade, at the time of the fales, do you conceive it 
poffible that the commiffioners could have proceeded in the fales ?' 

;I thi,nk it impoffible- no perfon would have been fo mad as to 
have made a purchafe- the commiffioners gave every a(furance to' 
the people aifembled at the {ales that they iliould have all poffible 

proteCtion 
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proteetion and encouragement from government; and the fame 
year that the Fales commenced parliament paiTed a law (the 5th of 
His prefent Majefiy) for the [ecuring, extending, and improving 
the trade to Africa. 

What kind of Negroes were put on the new-purchafed lands? 
Every purcha[er endeavoured to get a few feafoned Negroes in 

order to infimct and take care of full-grown new Negroes, with 
which it was Dnly' in his power, in general, to make th~ new fet­
tlements- none other but full-grown firong Negroes being, equal 
to th~ arduous bufinefs of clearing the lands. ' 

Were the Negroes, placed 6n the newly-purchafed lands in fact 
chiefly full-grown Negroes? 

They were. 

' Is it not probable that fuch of thofe full-grown Negro~s Wh0 

are now living will become paft labour in a few years? 
It certainly is-they mufi be now between forty and fifty ye<l.rs 

of age. 

Will there not th<lrefure, on that account alfo, be a great defici-
ency of labour? ' 

I think there will. 

Was there a great mortality both amongfi Negroes and Whites 
within the few firfi years after the fettlement of the lands? 

There was a very great mortality amongfi the foldiers and 
Whi tes in general, as well as amongft the Blacks. 

In your progrefs through the different Briti{h Iilands, ~nd 
during your refidence in feveral, have you 6bferved what has been 
the treatment of Negro Slaves? 

I have obferved them in all the Iflands where I have been 
much happier in general than the lower order of people in this 
country. 

Did you fee frequent infiances of beggars, miferable objeCts" 
or fuper:lIlnuated Slaves, who had been deferted by their mafiers? 

I do not recoI1ect feeing one infiance of that fort. 

Does your experience enable you to form any judgment, whe­
ther the number of Negro Slaves now in the Ceded lflands could 
be kept up by breeding only? 

3 M It 
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vent this practice, and preferve the infants; but I have always 
foul~d a propenfity in the Negroes, when they are left to them­
felves, to return to their own practice. 

Whether the cultom . wh ich you mentioned as being injurious 
to the health of female Negroes, is not an African cuftom ? 

I really do not know. 

Were not many eflates in Dominique begun to be worked with 
capitals unequal to the enterprize? 

There may be fa me in!tances of that-in thofe cafes the indi­
viduals depended upon , their credit, and the .affiftance of their 
friends, t6 enable them to go through the undertaking. 

Were there not feveral inltances of undertakings of this kind 
reiinquilbed after they had been entered upon? 
Ye~-for the caufes I have enumerated in mY 'former evidence; 

be fi des which, t he circumll:ance of ufurious loans procured in 
England ferved to complete the ruin of the unfortunate adven­
turers-:-there are other . caufes that operated againll: the under­
taking of the planters-four and an half per cent. was illegally 
levied on their produce for feven years, to the beft of my re­
collection-and, notwithfianding the condition, obliging the 
planter to cut down and clear away, parliament impofed, by the 
Free Port Act, a duty of thirty {billings fierling per head onaH 
Negroes imported into the IOands by the planters~ even fro.m their 
own efiates in the neighbouring Hlands. -

During your poifeffiQn of your efiate, have you ever changed 
your manager? 

Often. 

Do many of the Free Negroes work at mechanical trades? 
There are very few Free Negroes in Dominique-l do RQt knolV 

that any of them are tradefmen. 

What do you apprehend to be the expellee of the maintenance 
of a-Negro man, woman, or l!hild? . 

I never made a calcu}ation of fuch expence 

How many Whites had you on y~ur< eftate? 
I generally had three. 

In what capacities'? 
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One as manag.er, one as overfeer, and one a~ d4ftil}er! l>cU4¢~ 
occaGonally a W'hite carpenter. 

Are not watchmen appointe4- t,Q take c~n; of the c~9tl alll pr9-
vifion-grounds? ' 

Always. 

From what you have obfel'ved in the French I{lall~~, ,dQ YO.1.l 
apprehend the Slaves in them to be better or WOer\; tro~te~ than in 
the Britilh Iflands ? 

The houfe Negmes ~rem\Jch better treated, and t,he planta. 
tion Negroes much worfe. 

Are the regulations in tht: Code Nair obterved, which dictate 
the food, cloathing, treatment, &c. gf the Slav~s? 

I hm not fufficiently acquaipted with the Code N9ir tQ anfwcr 
the queftion. 

Are not the Negroes apt toO fteal tbe provifions from ~h other's 
grounds? 

It fotnetimes happens, but rare1y. 

Are the managers on dlates ufually married? 
Some of them are married, and fame not. 

The diftiller, of whom you Cpoke, was he conftantly in your 
feIvice, or did you hire him .occafionaUy ? 

Sometimes I had him for two or three year~ together-at other 
time"s only occafionaU,. 

How was he employed when not in your fervice ? 
I dQ not know. 

Have a~y managers Slaves of their own? 
Yes, many ot them. 

HoW are thefe Slaves employed? 
They generally let them out to fome neighbouriQg plantation, 

if the perf on with whom the manager lives has not pccafion to' 
employ them. 

Is it ufual then for perfons thus to hi,re Slaves of their ma­
~agers ? 

Some planters do, others do not approve of it, left any extra-
3 N ordinary 



ordinary p.lr tiali ty ili oul~ be iliewn to them, which ,might give 
uneafi nefs to the other Negroes . 

Of the Free Negroes in Dominique do you conceive the larger 
propor tion to be of ma les or females ? 

1 do not know. 

Do you k now many infi:).nces of F ree ~egroes who have pur­
chafed their own manumiffio n ? 

I I do not know of one in fiance. 

Viho acts fo r the planter in thr purchafi ng of Slaves ? 
Sometimes he makes the purchafe himfelf, a,t other times he 

employs a town agel)t,.or fome of his fr iends ip town. 

If he is not reiident on his own efiate, who then fuperintends r 

the purchafes ? 
His artornies. 

Is not the manilger cOl)fulted in fuperintending or in' approving 
of thofe purchafes ? 

Freq uently he is. 

Have you obfer~ed any thing peculiar refpecting the duration 
of the lives of N egro Slaves? 

N o-fome of them live to a very great age. 

"Vhat was the price of Slaves at · the original fettlement of Do­
minique? 

For thedirft·lot, which -I purchafed in 1765, I paid twenty-fix 
pounds ten iliillings fierling per head for prime Negroes : 

What is the price at prefent ? 
Fifty pounds, or fifty guineas. 

tion taking pl ace, prime Negroes 
eight pounds fierling per head. 

Before the report of the aboli­
fold from thirty-five to thirty-

What was then the value of a feafoned African, or of a prime 
country-born Negro? 

About fifty pounds fierling. .. 

Has the late increafe of price been proportional on the former 
prices of male anci female Slaves? ' 

Yes. 
Was 
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Was there a mortality among the Negroes of the firA adv.en-

turers in fettling the Ceded Iflands. beyond what is ufual in the 
Welt India Colonies that had been long cleared and fettled ? 

There was. 

Were the fettlers fubjected in the commencement of the projeD: 
to extraordinary difficulties ' and hardihips ? • 

Yes. to a great number of difficulties. 

What was the .higheft price paid per acre for cleared land ' in 
St. Vincent's? 0 

Many pieces of the cleared land fold confiderably above fifty. 
pounds per acre. 

Can you form any eltimate of the average on the fale of cleared 
land in either Dominique or St. Vincent's? . 

I cannot. . 

Was not the average highelt price paid per acre to the crown 
for lands purchafed in the Ceded Iflands. fo paid i~ St. Vin­
cent's? 

Yes. 

Did not government. in 1768, project a road through pat:.ts of 
the Ca6b country? 

They did. 

VVhether the Caribs, in 1768, did not {hew great diifatisfac­
tion, and appear in numbers to remonftrate againfl: and oppo[e 
fuch road? . 

Th'ey did-they obllructed the road, and felled trees acrois it. 

Was there not an actual ftate of war between the Caribs and 
His M,\jefl:y's troop~ in 1772 ? 

There was. ' 

Whether from the firll making of the road the difcontcnt of . 
the Caribs did not arife, and continue till fuch period of the' war 
in 1772? 

It did. 

Were not. during fuch period, the inhabitants of St . Vin­
cent's in danger from the Caribs; and were not buildings and 

canes 
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canes on fome cftates, purchafed from the crown at different 
times, :!ctually burnt and deftroycd ? 

The inhabitants were certainly in dang.er-I do not recolleCt­
any particular efiates being burnt; but I was not conftantly reli­
dent in St. Vincent's. 

Did not the inhabitants at confiderable expence, as well as per­
Conal hazard by fervice, afiifr government in the Carib war in 
1771. ? 

I believe they gave all affiftance in their power. 
~ 

Did not the inhabitants moreover allift and fupply the troops 
employed by the crown with mules, provifions, ~lDd other mat-
ters ? ' 

1 underfiood they allificd them with mul~s, and in every refpeCt 
that they could. , 

Have thofe who made original purchafes from the crown, and 
completely fettled their lands, in the event become generally 
wealthy from fuch purchafes ? 

'I think not. 

What may be confidered as the average intereft made on the 
whole money laid out in an enate purchafed from the crown, 
and completely fiocked and fettled ? 

r cannot anfwer that quefiion; but the fuccefs fell very much 
thort of the fettlers expeCtatio'hs. , 

Where' was you in the year 1780? 
At Dominique. 

Were not Dominique and St. Vincent's at that time in the pof­
{eilion of the French. 

Yes. 

Was there not a dreadful hurricane in that year, extending both 
to Dominique and St. Vincent's? 

There was . 

• Have you not heard that there was a bounty granted by pa.rlia­
ment, with a view to indemnify Britiih fubjetts in the Colonies who 
fuffe.red by that hurricane? 

No-I never heard of it. 

Wa 
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, Was al'1Y bounty from gdv~rnmentdiftributed amongll: the [uf­
ferers by the hurricane at St. Vincent's and Dominique? 

N one that I ever heard of. 

Were the damages done by the hurricane at Dominique and 
St. Vincent's very great with regard to buildings, Negroes, crop on 
the ground, and produce already manufaCtured, whether on the 
eftates, or embarked? . 

The damage was very great on the eftates, but I do not know 
any thing with refpeCt to fugar embarked. 

Did the eftates in general require confiderable [urns to re-efta- ­
blilh them in the fituations they were in before the hurricane? 

They did. 

Were there any eftates in St. Vincent's or Dominique, [0 de­
vaflated and fo re-el1:abliilied, that were not purchafed from the 
crown, or on leafes from the crown, with exception to the fmall 
lots given to the poor fe·ttlers ? 

I do not know of any. 

H ave you ever been in any of the old fettled Inands to the wind­
ward of J amaica? 

Yes-at Antigua and Barbadoe.s. 

Did you make any obfervations on the manner 'of cultivating 
a'nd carrying on fugar plantations in thofe Hlands ? 

Yes. 

Does it correfpond, as nearly as circumi'hnces will permit, 
wi,fb the method adopted at St. Vincent's and Dominique? 

It does. 

Arc not thofe old Wands more commonly fubjeCt to continued 
droughts than the Ceded Iflands ? 

M uch more fo. 

Are not the planters in thofe old Iflands therefore in a great 
meafure deprived of internal refources for food to fupport their 
N egroes, more than the planters in the Ceded Iflands are? 

They are-the meafun,: intended by parliament (paffed in the 
year 1788) for the relief of the Weft India Iflands in cafe 'of 
famine, is futile-it gives leave to the governor, by the advice of 
his . council, to permit the importation of provifions from the 

3 0 foreign 
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foreign IOands only, when it is notorioufly known to every one 
acquainted with the' Wefi India IIhnds that there are no maga­
z ines of provifions ever kept in thofe Wands, and the provifions are 
of a periihable nature, and could not be kept for any confiderable 
length of time in that climate; and the only means of relief under 
fuch ci-rcumfiances mull be from America, from whence the att 
,pr6hibits fupplies . 

Are not fuch provifions as are commonly imported from Great 
Britain, viz . bread, flour, and other fpecies of provifions of the 
grain kind, fo liable to periili in the W eft India Wands by the 
weevils and other vermin peculiar to that climate, as to make it 
impracticable for a planter, by every forefight that humanity or 
prudence .can fuggeft, to import fuch a quantity of thofe provi-
40ns from Europe, in the ihips belonging to the trade, as, under 
the natural cau[es of drought before mentioned, and precarioufne[s 
of fupplies from other Wands in the"Weft Indies (as the law 
now ftandi) effectually to provide againft the poffibility of 
famines ? 

Clearly it is hardly pollible, under all thofe circumfi:ance8, for 
the planter to provide againft the dreadful effeCts of famine land 
I ihould not be furprized, in cafe of a hurricane happening in the 
enfuing feafon, to hear of fome dreadful cataftrophe fimilar to that 
which lately happened in Jamaica and Arltigua, by which 23,000 
Slaves periihed. 

As far as your obfervation and information have gone, in the old 
mands which you have vifited. is it or is it not a prevailing max­
im amongft the planters to endeavour to rear as many Creole 
Negroes as they poffibly can, in order to avoid theexpence ef pur­
chafing new Negroes! 

It is. 

When the caiamity which YOI1 alluded tQ happened iii Jamaica 
and Antigua, were there not confiderable numbers of White in­
bitants, who alfo fuffered thereby as well as the Negroes ? 

No doubt of it. 

And then the Counlel and Witncfs WotC~fP 
withdraw. 
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Sabbati, 27° die Februarii 1790. 

COunfel called in as before ~ and the Counfe! procee~ed further 
in their ex;amination, and called 

J 0 H NAN THO N Y R U C K E R, Ef~ uire. 

Are you a proprietor of lands in Grenada, or any of the Ceded 
mands ? ' 

I am, in Grenada, Cariacau, and Sa,int Vincent's. 

When did you become a purchaJer ? 
By agreement in 1764, bilt the agreement dig. not t:J.k~ea:,<ct 

till 1765. 

Have your acquifitions in thofe Hlan,ds been cOI).1iderable ? 
Very much fo. 

Would you ~ave a,1ivent1,lr.ed your property in that malln~r,_ 
had you underfi09d that Great Britain would prohibit the im­
portation of Afri~an Negroes? 

V ndoubtedly not; becau[e no e!hte in the Well: Indies can 
be carried on without lapourers, and ITO labourers can be had but 
Negroes. - l ~ould have been happy if, in the year 1764, there 
had been the leall: rum our of either tbolifhing or cramping the 
Negro Trade, as it would have effectually put a flop to my hav­
ing any concern in trofe Itland$, !lnd I with now I nt;ver 
had. 

Have you not lent con1i4erable fum~ of money III thofe 
If1ands? 

I am forry to fay I have. . 

Would you have lent t1i:lt money, had you underfiood that the 
African Negro Trade was to be abolilhed? 

Certainly not; nor would any man in his [enfes, according to 
my ppinion, have dOne fo . 

Have 
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Have Y0l:l Negroes luflicient to keep up the prefent cultivation 
of yo u r efl:ate ? 

By the accoun ts I have from my age nts, I have not.-I pur­
ch~f::d fome bfi year, and I am obliged to purchafe more. 

Do YOIl conceive, that in future you can keep up the flock of 
N egroes nece{fary f.or the cultivation of your plantations, from 
fuch Negroes as can be bred upon them? 

I canno t pofitively anlwer to that ql1efl:ion, becaufe 1 have 
never been in the Wefi Indies; but I have recommended it to 
my agents to ufe all pollible means to raife children; but their 
account to me is, that they cannot flatter me it will be ever pof­
uble to have a {nAicien.t number fa as to anlwer the cultivation 
of the c:fiate in futllre, 

\Vhat, in yeu r opin ion , will be the effect of flopping the fup­
ply of African Negroes to the Britiih ,Wefl India Iflands? 

In my opinion it will have a very dreadful effeCt:, as I have no 
doubt that in the courle of ten or twelve years the greatell: part 
of the {mall efiates muft be ruined, and the large ones greatly 
reduced in their produ.ct; and inflead of our now exporting our 
refi ned fu gar frol~ Great Britain, which, communibus annis, 
brings into this country at leafi £.200,000 a year (which will be 
Ion) there 'will not be fufficient fu gars imJiorted from our Iflands 
for the cqnfumption of Great Britain and Ireland; the confe­
qu'ence of which will be, that we mull: have recourfe to fo­
reigners to fupply this deficiency, which in my opinion will be 
a ,balance of trade againft Great Britain of at leall: from one 
million to one million two hundred thoufand pounds, and which 
muft have an in.fluence uPQj all landed and m~ey property in 
this kingdom. , 

ls not that but a fma11 part of the i1l effects which would at­
tend the abolition of the African Negro Trade by Great Bri­
tain? . 
- There wm a1[0 be a very great 10fs in {hIpping':' 

Have you advanced any money 'UPOIl Well: India fecurity {inee 
the ;jgitation of -this queftion ? " 

Moll: certainly not, ,nor would any man in 'his fenfes do 
~o. . ' 

VYhat effect then has the agitation of this queftion bad upon 
the ,credit of the Well: indies? 

The 
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The credit of Weft India property was very bad before the 

agitation of ~his queftion, and it is now grown a great deal 
werfe. . 

Is there not; a large debt; tb the amount of {everal millions, 
due 'from the planters in the Weft Indies to the merchants :rnd 
other inhabitants of Great Britain? 

I believe there is, 

Would not the fecurity for that debt be materially injured by 
the abolition of the African Negro Trade? 

Undoubtedly. . 

Examined by th,e Members of the COIDmittee. 

Having ftated that if there had been the leall;, rumour of the 
abolition or cramping of the Negro Trade, it would have ef­
feaually put a fiop to your purchafes in the Weft Indies, and 
that you now willi you never had any concern in it, and that 
previous to the agitation of this queftion \Vefl. India credit was 
very bad,_whether immediately previous to the agitation of'this 
quefiion you were perfealy fatidied with the inveftment of pro-
perty you had made in the Weft Indies? . 

I believe very few belides myCelf have made fo advantag(;;ous 
purchafes as I did, and which have turned out exceedingly w~ll­
but as I before faid, if I could have had the leaft fufpicion of 
the abolition or regulation of the Slave Trade, I certainly would 
not have engaged in any purchafes in the Weft Indies, nor have 
lent any money-and I ihould be very glad to fell my property 
mere at this mOment, if I could find a putchafer for it • . 

Do not all thebad confequences which you have ftated as likc:ly 
to arife from the meafure now in agitation depend on tht; fuppofi­
tion that the ftock of Negroes in the Weft Indies will fail in 
confequence of the ftoppage of importation? 

Undoubtedly. . . 

k~eping up the 
or on the repre-

Does your opinion of the impoffibility of 
flock depend on a.ny knowledge of your OWll, 

fentation of your agents in the Wands? 
The experience of twenty-five years has taught 

have faid. 
Jine what I 

3 P The 



T he former queltion al,d .anfwer, at thi s mark +, folio 236. 
being read; 

The W it nefs then explained himfelf, 'by faying, By the re­
peat.:;d informations from my agents, and my dellre to keep up, 
if po lllble, the number of Negroes, by endeavouring to raife the 
children to nn turity, I fGund they could not do it, and have been 
obliged conflantly to [upply new Negroes on my own account; 
81ld that ·i s what I call twenty-five ye.lfs experience. 

And then the WitJle[s was dire{l:ed to withdraw. 

J 0 H N HAN KEY, Efquire, cal'led in, and examined. 

Are you a proprietor of lands in Grenada, or any of the other 
Ceded Wands? 

A very cOflliderable one. 

When did you fir!l: become proprietor of thofe lands ? 
In 1764. 

Have you advanced money upon the fecurity of Well: India 
efl:ates? 

Very large fums. 

Are thofe (urns frill out!l:anding ? 
Many of them are. 

Would you have become fuch proprietor, or advanced fuch 
money, had you conceived that the importation of Negroes from 
Africa to the We!l: Indies would at any time be prohibited by 
Great Britain '? 
, Mofl: certainly not. 

Can you cultivate your e!l:ate without Negroes? 
By no means. 

Have you Negroes fufficient for the u(e of your efiate? 
Not by feveral hundreds. 

Do you conceive that in future you .can keep up even your pre­
fent 
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rent frock of N'egroes without fupplie§ from Africa? 
1 am convinced I cannot. ., . 

Do you conceive that the deficiency of ~he population of. Ne~ 
groes in the Wefi India Iflands arifes from neglect, ill-treatment, 
or exceffive labour? 

I mofi.heartily believe it does not. 

Has it not been your object to endeavour to breed as nlany 
Negroes upon your plantations as you could? 

I confrantly recommended it to my agents, and I fincerely be­
lieve they have had it for their firfi object. 

What in your opinion w\l1 be the effect of fropping the fupp!y 
of African Negroes to the Britiili Weft India If1ands ? 

The gradual decay, and at length the .ruin of thofe Ilknds. 

What efi"eCl has the agitation of the queilion concerning the 
abolition of the African Negro Trade had upon the credit of 
Wefr India property ? 

A very detrimental one. 

Have you advanced any money upon the fecurity of vVeil India 
property fince the agitation of that queftion ? 

I have not-I have 'had feveral propofals made me, to which I 
did not fo much as give an hearing. 

Was not your refufal to liften to thofe pmpofals .chiefly induced 
by the agitation of that queftion ? 

Moft. certainly. 

Is there not a large debt, to the amount of feveral millions, due 
from the planters in the Weft Indies to the merchants and other 
inhabitants of Great Britain .? 

I believe there is. 

Will not the fecurity for that debt be (materially injured by 
.ftqpping the fupply of African Negroes to the Britifu Weft 
India fettlements 1 

liev.e .,ery materially. 

Examined 
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Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

H ave you ever been in the \Veft Indies ~ 
I have not . . 
Do you think that Weft India credit was good before tlie 

agitation of the quefti on of aboli tion? 
It certainly was very good before the commencement of the 

war. 

Is it to the events of the late war that you foldy afcribe the de­
preciated ftate of Weft Ind ia credit, previous to the agitation of the 
qucftion of the abolition of the Slave Trade ? 

In my opinion the credit of the Weft Indies would have revived 
at the peace, and would be now in its full vigour, if the queftion 
()f abolition had not been agitated. 

Do you recollect: that the quellion was agitated immediately 
after the concl ulion of the peace? 

As much as my memory [erves me, a queftion of regulation 
was agitated, but not of abolition. 

How many times have you changed your managers fince the 
period of 1764, when you became a proprietor of lands in the 
Weft Indies? 

I cannot exactly fay; but according to my memory we (my 
partner and felf) began firft with French managers, and we 
changed them three or four times-we have fince had Englilh 
managers, and we have not changed them at all. 

Are you a merchant of London, and much concerned in * 
Weft India Trade? 

Our houfe began with the Weft Indies chielly in lending 
of money on the fecurity of lands and Negroes. which were 
mortgaged to us-we after.wards became purchafors of. edatcs-
'we never went into the Weft India Trade. as of 
-we had feyeral very confulerable {bip~. which were emltdlQwlll 
carrying out ftores. the manufacture of this countf)71 
for the ufe of the plantations, and which came home 
the produce of thofe eftates. 

' !fave you any objection. to fay to the beft of your memory to 
what 



w hat amount .were .. .the advances' of your hoyfe u pOll Weft India 
property? . 

To the beft of my memory' (not being prepared.to anfwer this 
queftion) about £.250,000. 

What is the -rate of int@rell: ufual .upon fuch advances? 
We never took more than £. 5 per cent. our mortgages having 

been made in England-the rate of intereft at Grenada is £.6 per 
. cent. 

Did you, at the time your advances were made, confider the 
fecurities you received ai fufficient? 

Moft certainly. 

Shall you think them · e~ ual)y [ufficient lhould the African 
Trade be abolifhed ? 

Moll: certainly not. 

Is it not your opinion . thaL the Weil: India bunnefs, previous to 
the late war, was in general as fecure and defirable a one to the 
merchants of this country as any other .fpecies of our commerce? 

Certainly, or our haufe, which had very large connections all 
over Europe, and·has .been ell:ablifhe.d for nearJeventy years, would 
never have engaged in that bufinefs. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

WI L LJ A M TO D, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

Are you a merchant of Lonnon ? 
Yes. 

Are you a1fo a :proprietor of 'lands in· Grenada, ;or any.of.the 
other Ceded Wands? 

I am, in Grenada and the. Grenadines. 

When did you firll: become a purchafer? 
In 1774 or 1775· 

Are you a1fo a creditor, by mortgage. and oth.erwife, upon tk'e 
fccurity of Weft India eftates ? . 

1 am. 

3 Q Can 



. Can you cultiv~te your eftates, or can the property on which yOtl 
'have advanced money be cultivated, but by Negroes? 

·In my opinion it is impoffible. 

Would you have purchafed Weft India property, or have advanced 
loans upon it, had you underftood that Great Britain would ftop the 
importation of African Negroes to her Weft India fettlements ? 

Undoubtedly I would not. 

Are the e!l:ates in which you are c~n.cerned fully ftocked witla 
Negroes? 

My own eihte-is not, as to others I ,cannot .fpeak. 

Do you conceive that you can in future keep up even the pre­
fent fiock of Negroes if fupplies from Afri{;a are fiopt ? 

I am convinced I cannot. 

Do you conceive that the deficiency in the population of Ne­
groes in the Weit Indies is owing either to negletl:, ill treatment, 
. or exceffive labour? 

I do not conceive .that .it is owing to any of thore caufes. 

Has it not been your objetl: to raife as many Negroes upon your 
property as you could? 

It has been my confiant objetl:. 

What4 ,in your opinion, will be the eirea of ft@pping the im­
portation of African Negroes into the Britilh Weft India fettle­
ments? 
, It is impoffible for me to fay what the effect will be,; but,. il1 
my opinion, it would hav.e a very fatal one. 

What effect has the agitation of the queftiol1 concerning the 
abolition of t~e African Negro Trade had on the credit of Weft 
India property? 

I cannot fay what general effetl: it may have had; but fince 
that period I have refufed to lend money on \:V eft lndia fecurity, 
until I !bould fee the event of the prefent meafure. 

Have you not reafon to believe that the agitation of that queftion 
.has had the fame e±Fetl: upon other.s ? 

I !bould conceive fo. 
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Is it not notorious that there is a large debt, to, the amount 
of feveral millions, due from the proprietors ,in the Well: Indies 
to the merchants and other inhabitants of Great Britain? 

It is. 

Will the fecuriey for that debt be as good as it was, if Great 
Britain ihould fiop the fupply of African Negroes to her fettle­
ments in the Well: Indies? 

Surely it will not. 

At the time you lent your own money upon Well: !ndi~ P10-
perty, did you not think the fecurity fufficient ? 

Surely I did. 

If Great Britain {hould ~~oliih the African Negro Trade, will 
yeu think it equally fa ? . 

Surely not. 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

Have you ever been in the Well: Indies? 
1 have not. 

And then the Witnefs was direCl:ed to withdraw. 

And the Counfel 'informed the Committee, That they had 
feveral other merchants of London, proprietors in the 
Ceded Ifiands. ready to give the fame general evidence 
as Mr. Rucker, Mr. Hankey, and Mr. Tad; but that 
it feemed to be unneceifary to trouble the Committee 
with a repetition of that evidence; and therefore they 
would now clofe their cafe, ref erving only the liberty 
for the agent to produce any w,ritten or printed dOCIl­
ments which he may think proper to lay before the 
Committee for their further information. 

And then the Counfc:l were directed to withdraw. 

3 R RESOLPED, 

') 
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RESOLVED, 
THA T the agent be permitted to produce fuch written or 

printed documents. 

And the .Counfel were called in. and acquainted therewith. 

ARd then they were again direCted to withdraw. 

RESOLVED, 
TaA T this Examination of Mr. Baillie, Mr. Caftles, Mr • 

. Greg, Mr. Rucker, Mr. Hankey, and Mr. Tod, be re-

~ported to the Houfe. 



MINUTES OF THE EVIDENCE 

TAKEN BEFORE THE 

, S E LEe Teo M MIT T ,E E, 

,APPOINTED FOR THE 

EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES 

ON THE 

~ S 'L A VET R A D 'E, 

,Reported zd MARCH 179°· 

Witnelfes Examined, 

Mr. BAIL LIE, 
:Mr. CAS T L E S, 
Mr. G REG, 
Mr. RUe K E R, 
Mr. HAN KEY. 

,Mr. TO D. 

• 



MIN UTE S, esc. 
REP 0 R TED TOT H E H 0 USE. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed for the 

Purpofe of taking the Examination of fuch Witneffes 

as iliall be produced on the Part of the feveral Peti­

tioners who have petitioned the Houfe of :Commons 

againft the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

Mercurii, 24-° die Febr~arii 1790. 

THE Counfel for the Pe~ition of the Council and Affembly 
of the Wand of Nevis; and alfo for the Petition of Charles 
Spooner, Agent for the mand of Saint Chriftopher, in behalf 
of tjle Proprietors of Lands and Negroes in the [aid Wand, were 
callea in. 

Mr. Piggott for both the {aid Petitions. 
Mr. Thomfon fQr the faid Petition from Nevis. 
Mr. Graham for the faid Petition of Mr. Spooner. 

An extract from the Journals of the Houfe of Commons, 
. dated the 21ft of June 1717~ was read; and is as fol­

loweth; viz.· 

.,,, RESOLYED, 
~ 

II That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
II land 'in the mand of Saint Chriftopher. yielded by 

... France to Britain by the treaty of Utrecht, be fold to 
3 S " tbe 



.. the ben: advantage, and that the produce of the fame­
H be applied to the nfe of the public." 

Then the Counfe] produced the c~mmiffion, dated the 4th of 
June 1726, which i{f(]ed in confequence of the above refolution, 
for the fale of that part of the faid Ifland of Saint Chriftopher, 
formerly belonging to the French. 

The Counfel alfo produced an er commiffion, dated the 1!l: 
of May 1728, confirming the former commiffion, for the fale of . 
the faid Lands, upon the demife of the crown. 

The Counfe1 a1fo produced the infiruCl:ions to the lieutenant 
general, and the other .commiffioners of the Leeward Carib bee 
lflands, on executing the King's commiffion, which inflruCl:ions 
bear date the 4th of June 1726, whereby direCtions are given tu 
the faid commi/Boners to contraCl: and agree for the fale of certain 
lands in the J!hnd of Saint Chrifiopher. • 

The Cqunfel then called and. examined, 

Mr. ROB E R T THO MAS. 

ljow long have you refwed in the WeQ: Indies? 
About nine years. 

1n what oaTt of the Weft Indies? 
In the I danrls of Saint Chriftopher and Nevis. 

In what capacity? 
In that of a furgeoh. 

Have YOI1, ih that capacity, been employed to atte1l& Negroes 
on the fugar plantations? 

I have. during the who1eperios of my being abr~ 

What number of Negroes ha.ve you annyally ~.eg~1 
To the ·beft of my recolleCtion, fomewhere between 4- aad SiOQQ­

annually .. .and .that in the lfland.of Nevis. 

What was your ufllal mode of atteudancet altd w4at f:8fll9 did YOI1 

.receive for the fame? 
It 
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It was always. expected that the furgeop mould attend once 0,. 
twice a week at leaft, and dai~y, if occafion required it.-Moft ef'­
tates were attended at fix {billings per head for each Negro, an­
nually, beiides extra charges for capital operations, preterna.tu,l'al 
cafes of midwifery, and night vifits upon emergent occafions­
a few were attended only occafionally, which was by far the mqil: 
expenfive mode. 

Did you, in the courfe of that attendance. acqnire an 0ppOf~ 
tunity of obferving in what manner Negroes were treated, worhcl, 
fed, lodged, and cloathed. ? 

I had, undoubtedly, every opportunity of acquiring a perfect 
knowledge of all thefe minutia:: alluded to. 

Are not Negroes on a Sugar Plantation divided int(} ctlrtain 
clalfes for their better regulation, and the bet((~r m~magement of 
the eftate ? 

They are always divided into three claifes (commonly called 
gangs). The firft or great gang confifts of all the able bodied 
Negroes, allowing a fufficient number for tradefmen and watch­
men, and this gang does the moft laborious part of the work on 
a Sugar Efl:ate .- The fecond, or weeding gang, confifts of Negroes 
from the age of twelve to eighteen or twenty, or of fuch Ne~ 
groes as are of weakly conftitutions, or fuch as lahour under 
trivial chronical complaints, and this gang is ufually employtld ill 
doing the light work of an efl:ate, fuch as weeding, and other light 
employment.-The third gang confifl:s of .children from about 
the age of fix years to that of twelve, and thefe are ufuallyem­
ployed in picking {beep-meat, or grafs, for the manager's or pro­
prietor's fuxk-they are employed in this manner as well to keep 
them ont of mifchief, as to enure them gradually to the work of a 
Sugar eftate. 

Inform the Committee what is the ufual mode of working 
Negroes in Nevis, and what are the hours of labour. 

About fix o'dock in the morning (which is generalJyabout 
nay-light) the whole gang were expected to appear in the field­
the lift was then called over. and abfentees were marked down­
they then went to work, and continued at it till about nine, at 
which time they broke up for the purpofe of breakfafting, which 
was generally taken in the field, in preference to going to and 
from their houfes; and for this purpofe, every good inclined 
Negro generally carried his breakfaft with him - at about a 
quarter before u;n they refumed their work, and continued at it 

until 
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tmtil twelve, at which time they were difcharged until two; 
when ou t of crnp time, th e major part of the gang were expeCted 
to bring a (mall' b:ln dle of grafs ; but during crop no grafs was 
thrown, as the c~Htle and mules were fed wi[h fliced cane- tops­
at two o'clock thl'Y again went into the field , and continued at 
work unti l fix, at which time they were again difcharged-out 
of crop time, at about [even o'clock, a few bundles of grafs were 
agai'n th rown, bllt none uri ng crop ti me- once a week it was 
ufual to give ailowance, for which purpofe the head of each 
fam ily at te nd c:d-the hour for this purpofe was, on fome efl:atef .. 
at twelve 0' clock at noon, and on others at abou t feven in the 

·evening. 

How are women who have children at the breafi, and thofe 
who are pregnan t, treated? 

The former have many indulgencies from that labour which 
the other Negroes undergo, fuch as coming an hour later into the 
field, never throwi ng any grafs, and a liberty of retiring as often 
as was nece{faiY, for the purpore of fuck1ing the ir children-with 
refpett to the pregnant women, on mofl: of the eftates which I 
attended, as foon as they reported that they wer-e three or four 
months gone with child, they were ufually removed, if in the large 
gang, into t hat of the [mall one; and when they were advanced 
into the feventh month of their pregnan<:y. they were always 
exonerated from -all labour whatever, and went where they 
pleafed, and did as theY' pleafed. 

How are tbe women difpofed of and treated in their lying-in? 
A Negro M idwife always officiated in natural cafes, but when 

any preternatural cafe occurred, a Surgeon was always fent for., 
to whom a very handfome fee was ufually gi.ven. The charge for 
this purpofe, in the Wand of Nevis, was fifteen pounds currency .. 
which is fom ewhere about ' nine pounds fierling. After the wo­
man was delivered, a nurfewas appointed to wait on her and her 
infant, until -{he was able to attend to it herfelf; and every com .. 
fort was ufuany afforded which that fituation required-they were 
never expeCted, or even called 'upon, to work, until1:he expirati\>n 
of four weeks, and even then, if the Surgeon reported that a 
longer indulgence was fiHl neceffary, it was readily' granted. 

How have the Negroes been uflillly cloathed in the.,Iaands where 
you have refided? 

All fuch efl:ates as have a credit in ~ngland, ui'llally have fem 
:to them. a fufficient . quantity of coarfe Baize, and alfo a fufficien.t 

quantii;y 
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quantity of coarfe Linen, called Ofnaburgs; and many of them 
have warm w,?rfted caps alfo fent out to them, and proper hats 
for their watchmen.-To each Negro man is given a quantity of 
Baize fufficient to make ' him a blanket or covering, and alfo as 
much of the Ofnaburgs as will make him a {hort jacket and 
m-owfers; and to ea'ch female, as much as will make a {hort 
wrapper and petticoat, with alfo a [ufficient quantity of the Baize 
for the purpofe before fpecified.-To thofe Negroes of a younger 
age, a proportiona.ble quantity was like wife diitributed. Such 
efiates as have no Credit in England, or [uch as have no regular: 
corre/pondenee, buy the above fpecified articles from the fiore­
keepers at a very advanced price. 

Is it not a common practice in many owners of eHates to have 
thofe articles you have mentioned made up into clothes for the 
Negroes? 

Many of the Negroes are not truft-worthy, and will difpofe 
of thele articles for improper purpofes; and fome are of fuch an 
indolent difpofition, tha1 they will not appropriate them to the 
purpore which the mafters intend them for-for fuch as I have 
above defcribed, proprietors, or their managers, ufually have thOle 
articles made into clothes, and given to the Negroes. 

Do not many maiters provide a particular alLowap-c-e or clothing 
for Negro infants '?-

Many of thofe who owned eihtes for which I was em.plO'yed, 
either fent out annually a couple of fuits of baby cloaths, or if 
they refided on their own eftates, they had them made up for them 
by their Negro fempftreffes. 

What kind and quantity of food has been ufuaHy allowed to the 
r\egroes of the .jllands where you have refided ? 

The food ufually diihi-buted amongit the Negroes on there 
jllands confiited of rice, coarfe flour, rye meal, dried peas and 
beans, American corn, and alfo of [alt proviGons, fuch as her­
rings, [hads, and falt filh; rome of mefe articles were imported 
from America, and others from the Mother Country-they had 
aifo the iiland provilion, fuch as potatoes, yams, Indian corn, ba­
nanas, plantanes, and catrada; but thefe three lail articles were 
never ferved out as allowance for the Negroes, but were the pro­
duce of their own provifion grounds which were their private 
property.-With refpeCt to the quantity of proviiion allowed them 
weekly, it generally was from feven to nine pints a week for~ach 
Negro, of any-of the before· mentioned articles, as alf,J an equal 
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;number of herrings or lhads, or a proportionable quantity of 
faIt £j(h-the above fpecified quantity was on many eftates given 
to every child as foon as it was weaned, who could not be fup­
pofed to con fume half that quantity. 

Is the food allowed to 'the Negroes, in your judgment, proper 
and fufficient for their fupport ? 

No doubt the food is proper; and with regard to the quantity, 
I mufi fey, that it may be a bare fufficiency for their fupport, but 
i t is at the fame time to be underft00d, that no mafier depends 
wholly upon that allowance which he weekly gives out, neither 
does the Negro rely upon it, as he has many advantages (if induf­
trious and well inclined) of appropriating his provifion ground te 
valuable purpofes-from which he draws a confiderable fum of 
money, by the fale of feveral ar ticles which it produces-he alfo 
derives advantages from railing hogs, goats, and various fpecies 
of poultry-Negroes who live on eltates adjacent to towns, have 
further advantages derived from felling grafs and fuel to the inha­
bitants. 

Whether from the allowance rI1adeby the mafter. and the 
other advantages you have mentioned, the Negroes have not 
food amply CutEcient for their fuppon ? 

I am clearly of opinion that they have; and as a proof ()f it, I 
know that many of them convert a part of their provifion into 
money, and purchafe fine doaths therewith. and not unfrequently 
die poifeifed of what may be called large fUms of money to them. 

What car.e is taken, and food allowed, to Negroes in their 
ficknefs? 

I am happy to fay, .that I feldom found any reluctance or back­
'wardnefs, either in the proprietor, or his manager, to give what­
ever the furgeon thought proper; and whenever I had rear on, 
from. the fiate of the patient, to order any variation fmm his 
ordinary food, it was readily fupplied; fuch as chicken or mutton 
broth, or even wine-and whenever ,thefe articles were furni1hed 
by the manager, he regularly made a (;harge of them aga.inft the 
proprietor in his account .current. 

To what caufes do you chiefly attribute the Jofs a£ NJIfE'fl 
children, on the efiates which you have attended? 
. Dentition, worms, a difeafe of the ftomach, or depra.vity of 

.appetite, which induces the~ to eat dirt-befides the~ ClaU{es 
may be enumerated a prevalence of epidemical c1ifeafce; fuch as a 

putr.ici 
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putt id fore throat, which, when it prevails, uCually catTics off a 
vafl: number of them-but the caule which I attribute, liS the 
pri nci palone, is the negleCt of the mothers, as many of them 
will leavc their r:hildrcll, at a very early age, for whole nights 
together, to go in pur[uit of amorous adventures and plunder-it 
has beel1 [,lid, tl1,11 the t(; tanus. or locked jaw, carried off numbers 
of children a very few days after their birth; but I cannot (ay that 
many inftanccs of it fell within my knowledge, although adu lts, 
or grown 1'er(0115, were very liable to it, from lacerated wounds 
:tIId othLT injll1ies in tendinous pn,rtJ, and from tbis cauCe it ufually 
proved f,ltal. 

Arc you able to form any juogment of tIlt: number of Negr'" 
Children who arrive to the age of ,j.>ubel·ty, in proportion to the 
number born ? 

The conftant attendance upon the duties of my profdIion did 
not allow me to inquire into minutire of this kind, nor can I 
therefore form, or fpeak with any degree of probability, upon this 
queflion. 

Do you n(H kllow that fome mafters have given premiums to 
'the women for the number of children reared, and. have taken every 
other poilible precaution, and yd that there has beeu a dimi­
llution of the number of Negroes in moft years? 

The proprietor of an eftate for whieh 1 was employed havillg 
lofl a Humher of children, was induced. to give a peellniary re­
ward, as al fo to grant indulgencies to every J)Jother who rea red 
her child to the agt: of two year~, and he no doubt added D.:veral 
to his lift or number which othcrwj(t: might have been loft; yet 
notwithftanding thefe offen.:d advantages to the mother, and every 
pollible attention wbich he could himfdf beftow, he had an an­
nual diminution of tht: number of his Ncgroes. , 

Are pregnant women, during the time of their lying-in, and 
afterwards, under greater di[ad.v ~~n tagL:s than the lowcr dais of 
white women in this country? 

They certainly arc not, for the re.l(ons h(Jore affigned, fnch as 
being exempted from any h~rd hbour during pn:gn:'lncy, and Ihcil 
bt:ing taken proper care of after thL:1r Iyillg- in,-It is 1\0 uncom­
mon thing for a white woman ~o go to lahour a very few days 
after her lying-in, or dfe her Family willl'erhap~ want bread; but 
the cafe is otherwife with the Negrn WOI all, who HeVer is ex­
peCted to go work, at Icaft, under an expiratIOn of (Hlr we(;k~, and 
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{ti ll longer time, if reported by the furgeon to be neceffary to the 
re-eftablifhment of her health. 

To what caufes do you attribute the decreafe of adult Negroes 
on the Sugar Plantations ~ 

Thefe are very numero us indeed-the firfi that I would mention 
is the free and early i 1tercourfe of females with the other fex; as 
it is evident, that proftitution proves a bar to a ready impregnation, 
as women who lead that kind of di{folute life in this country do 
not often breed-the fecond caufe to which I attribute the de­
creafe of Negroes, is the frequent abortion s which N egro women 
defignedly bring on them{eIv 5, either becaule a fiate of pregnancy 
jon fome meafure puts a flop to their amorous purfuits for .forne 
time, or bec:lU{e they do not chocfe to be in cumbered with the 
trouble of giving [-,lck and of reating their chi!dren.- The third 
caufe I would mention is, the number of chrunical difea[es to 
which the women of warm climates are more fubjea to [han thofe 
of colder climates, fuch as obfiruaions of the menfirual difcharge 
(the whites) and a falling of the womb, whi ch prevents an im­
pregnation. The fourth caufe is, the prevalence of epidemical 
difeafes, {uch as putrid fevers, putrid fore thro:lts, and fluxes; the 
lafi of which difeafe occafionally fweeps off a vafi number of 
Negroes. The fifth caufe is, the immoderate ufe of fpirituous 
liquors, which Negroes addict themfelves to, and the many 
difeafes which they contract in their nightly rambles and dancings. 
The lafi caufe which I {ball mention is, the long time which 
Negro women keep their children at the breafl, as few of them 
wean them before the age of two years; and few women ever 
breed as long as they continue to give fuck- Thefe, betides the 
many di[eafes to which the human frame is liable in cold climates. 
I apprehend to be the mofi general cau[es of the annual decreafe of 
Negroes. 

Is not confinement of the Negroes very generallyadopted .ill 
the Weft Indies, inflead of corporal punifhmend 

Corporal chafiifement is, I think, very mUGh laid afide, and 
feldom now inflicted, except in cafes of atrocious offences. 

Have you, in the courfe of your refidence in the Well: Indies, 
been ever called upon, in .your medical capacity, to adminUUr 
affifiance to Negroes who have heen feverely punilhed ? 

I never was, 

.What time did yourefide at St.Chrifiopher's1 
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For about twelve months, to which place I went in the year 
1776• 

How long did you reiide at Nevis? 
In the year 1777 I went to Nevis, and continued there until 

the year I~8 5, at which time I came to England for the benefit 
of my health; but in the year 1788, I again returned to the Weft 
Indie&, and paffed eight months in the two Iflands of Nevis and, 
St. Chriftopher, but not in a medical capacity, having relinquifh­
ed bufinefs in that part of the world. 

Does not the information which you have given to the Com­
mittee, relate as well to the treatment and condition of Negroes 
in the Ifland of Saint Chriftopher, as well as that of Nevis? 

It does, for I was engaged in an active line of buiinefs at Saint 
Chriftopher's during my year's refidence in that Wand, therefore 
had an opportunity of being perfectly well acquainted with the 
mode of treatment, feeding, clothing, lodging, and working 
Negroes there, as well a~ in the Wand of Nevis. 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

Do you know what proportion the Native Creoles at prefent, 
in the Iflands with which you are acquainted, bear to the African 
Negroes? 

I can form no proper judgment, fo as to give an anfwer to this 
queftion. 

, 
Caii you fay whether African Negroes do not die in a larger 

proportion, during the firft three years after their importation, 
than after that time? 

The change of climate, no doubt, produces an effect on their 
confiitutions, as well as it does upon thofe of white people, and I 
prefume that a greater proportion may die during this period, but 
the fame obfervation will hold good with regard to Whites, as 
many die before they are feafoned to the climate. 

Do you then mean to fay, that the change of climate, from 
Africa to the Weft Indies, produces fimila~ effects on the con­
fiitutions of the Negroes, as the change of climate from England 
1:0 the Weft Indies produces on the conftitutions of White men? 

My opinion is, that the change produces very great effects on 
3 U the 
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the conllitutions of the Negroes, becaufe many of them, even 
with the greatefl: care and attention, and being put to no bborious 
employment ·whatever, frequently die before they can be enured 
to the climate. 

Can YGlU fl:ate what is the ufually eflimated proportion of thofe 
who die within the firfl three years? 

I cannot; becaufe very few African Negroes were imported into 
the Illand of Nevis during my refidence there. 

Do you know what is the ufuaJly eflimated annual decreafe of 
a plantation gang? 

I fhould prefume about three or four per cent.; but this is mere 
matter of conjeCture, as I never made any calculation on the 
fubjeCt. 

Do you apprehend that the labour of Slaves is fuch as in any 
degree tends to !horten their lives? 

I am of opinion that their labour is by no meaas attended with 
any fuch effeCt, becau[e during crop time (which is generally al­
lowed to be the time of year in which they undergo the mafl: 
laMmr) they always appear cheerful, convivial, and merry. 

I s the general charaCter of the Neg~oes indolent or indufl:rious ~ 
That of a Creole Negro is generally indufl:rious, but that of a,n 

African ufuaJly very indolent. 

Are men or women Slaves in general confidered as moft valuable, 
under fimilar circumfl:ances of youth, health, and ftrength ? 

I certainly !hould confider, that a woman of equal health and 
ftrength with a man, was certainly far more valuable~ becaufe her 
increafe benefits the proprietor; whereas the mafl:er derives no 
fuch advantage from the man. 

Do not men in general fell for more money? 
Such an obfervation has not come within the (phere of !.ll;f 

knowledge-I have been owner of four or five Negroes, as dg­
meftics, and I gave much the fame priel;: for both {exes....,..b J 
never was proprietor of Field Negroes. 

Then do you not mean t~ fpeak of the .price of field Ncrg{! 
. No. . 

Ate Negroes in general aUdWed tl].oes? 
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No, they are not-nor do they wiih to wear them; as fome 
mafl:ers of dornefl:ic Slaves have given them, but they were thrown 
aGde as an incumbrance. 

Are the Wands of St. Chrifl:opher and Nevis l iable to frequent 
or fevere droughts? 

They are very much fo; and I believe fuffered much from this 
caule during the laft two years; for, during the whole eight 
months that I was lafl: abroad, there fell but twice any thing of 
rain that might be called a hard ihower. ' 

In what infl:ances did the Wands luffer from thefe droughts? 
It put a ·fl:op to almoft all vegetation whatever, and of cour(~ 

the ufual produce of the IfLmds was very much diminiihed. 

Can you fl:ate what proportion of the infants born, die under a 
twelvemonth? 

I ihOllld think two out of three at leafr; but this is conjeCture, 
and not from any calculation made. 

In your enumeration of the Negroes on an' efiate, you have 
mentioned watchmen.-vVhat are there watchmen employed to 
guard? 

On every piece of canes a watchman is placed to keep cattle 
from intruding during the time the plants are in a young £late; 
and when the canes COIne to full maturi·ty, they guard them from 
the depredations of Negroes who willi to break them-fometimes 
arifing from mifchievous motives, and at other times from a de_ 
fire of eating them, being very fond of them. 

Are no watchmen employed on a planta:tion 'but in cane 
pieces? 
Yes~on frores, and other works-about a plantation, where any 

valuable effects are depofited. ' 

You have conjectured that the decreafe of Slaves in the Ifland 
of Nevis was about three or four per cent.-was the decreafe 
of the Slaves, either old or young, during the period to which 
y.ou have alluded, from 1777 to 1]85, to be afCI:ibed to any other 
than the common and ordinary caufes of decreale or confump­
tion? 

During the time of my refide!lCe, which I have fpecified, ther~ 
,once or twice prevailed an epidemical putrid fore throat, which 
carried off a number of children; and almoft every year, during 

the 



the rainy months, fluxes became very general, and were fatal to 
a great many full-grown Negroes, efpecially to thofe of weakly 
conilitutions. 

Did any hurricane happen during that period? 
No. 

At what feafons do the rains ufually prevail in thefe Iflands ? 
They commence ufually about Auguil:, and terminate ufuaIly 

about the latter end of November, or beginning of December, 
which feafon is the moil: unhellthy part of the year. 

Do you apprehend that the fluxes which you have fiated to 
prevail, depend at all on the wetnefs of the feafon ? 

Air impregnated with moiil: particles no doubt tends to give a 
certain check to the perfpiration, which being thrown upon the 
bowels, is very apt to terminate in a flux. Another caufe of 
fluxes becoming general at this feafon of the year is owing to the 
water whic~ is drank in common, coming down from the mountains, 
impregnated with many noxious particles; and after heavy rains, 
fluxes are very apt to ari fe from this caufe. 

Was there not an unufually great decrea[e of the Slaves in the 
lafi year or two of the period you have mentioned, ending in 
1785 ? 

I do not know that there was, but in the fucceeding year a 
putrid fever prevailed in both the II1ands of Nevis and St. Chrif­
topher, which [wept off a vafi number of both Blacks and 
Whites. 

Were not the Slaves, during thofe two years, more than ufually 
unhealtay? 

1 imagine they were; for, from the· fatigue which I had un­
dergone in the praCtice of my profeffion, I found my health 
much injured, and was on that account obliged to come to 
England. . 

Do you recollect the caufes of that increafed unhealthintU"s ? 
At this difiant period of time I really cannot call to mind wb .. 

were the caufes; but fluxes and fevers of a putrid nature prevailoi 
in a greater degree than was ufual. 

What legal protection have th~ Slaves in the.ldan4~ 1>1 w-. aad 
St. Chrifiopher from their mafters? . 

I think 
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I think there are Colonial Laws exifring, which reJt-ra·in the 
'rnafter from exercifing any undue authority over the Slave.-Be-. 
'fides, was any Slave-owner to ill treat thofe who are his property, 
-fucn is the geacral contempt for every abufe of power of this na­
ture, that I am certain, and know it as a faCt, that the perfon fo 
offending would be held in contempt., and not be admitted into 
the fociety of thofe of refpeCtable charaCters. 

Are the planters ill. Nevis ufuaUy refident.on their efiates~ or 
·otherwife ? 

MOTe fo than in moil other Iflands. 

To whom is the management of thofe efrates committed on 
which the owners do not refide ? _ 

When the proprietor is n.ot 'a l'efi.dent on his eftate, but lives 
in England. he appoints an attorney, in whom is vefled the power 
of appointing a manager, to whom the ma.nagement of the eftate 
is committed; but he is, at the fame time, often fupervifed, an.d 
his conduCt inquired into by the attorney, and whfln guilty of 
a breach of truft, or of any feverities exercifed upon the Negroes, 
he is then difcharged~ 

Was it generally believed in the Iflands of Nevis and St. Chrif­
topher, that the Law of Eng1and extended its prote&ion to Slaves 
in thafe mands ? 

Before the framing of the Colonial Laws by the legiflative 
bodies of the different Iflands, the mafter had an abfolute autho­
rity over his Slave; but as fe1f-intereft is a paBion predominant in 
the br~aft of moft men, and that as it is contrary to the irlterefr 0f 
every proprietor to be guilty of any feverities or cruelties to hi s 
Negroes, I .do prefume that they were treated with as much 
mildnefs as they now are. 

What proportion does the produce of the Slave's' own ground 
bear to the provifion allowed him by his mafrer ? 

I have already frated, that the allowance given by the mafrer is 
juft a fufficiency for his fupport, and of courfe that which he 
.derives from his provifion ground will not be very great-the 
fuperfiuity ariiing from both, is converted into money for his 
private purpofes. 

Can you {tate the ufual quantity of ground allotted to each 
Sl;lve! 

Befides that about his houfe, which may be about a quarter of 
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an acre, he generally has mountain land allotted' to him-tiut I 
cannot flate the exaCt quantiy. 

Is that quarter of an acre allotted for the purpo(e of raifmg 
provi(ion for the Slave ? 

It is always planted with potatoes, or fome other vegetables, for 
his ufe. 

Is that allotment of ground round the haufe, increafed in pro­
portion to the fam ily of the Sl ave? 

No-but that of the mountain always is. 

At what diftance may that mountain ground ufually lie from 
the dwelli ng of the Slave? 

It depends upon the fituation of the eftate'"--many of the efiates 
have no mountain ground at all-in confequence of which the 
proprietor gives a greater allowance of food. 

Can you fay what is the greateft allowance given where cl1ere is 
no mountain ground? 

The allowance out of crop time is greater than during r'he crop 
[ea[on; but I believe eleven pints of any kind of grain per week, 
befides an equal num ber of herrings, is the greatel1: all'dWanc~. 

What diminution of that allowance is made dIning the feam 
of crop? 

The allowance may he reduced from ,nise pints to about ax: 
or feven; but at the fame time tney have many other advantages. 
[ueh as being fupplied with hot frrop, and a liberty of eating as 
many canes as tlie.y diufe, both of which are very nutritive; and 
Negroes are always in better order. condition, and health, during 
crop-time, than at any other period of the year. 

On the effates where you attended as fnrgeon. wa'S any pHI: of 
the ho(pital apprQprmed to the nfe of ly.ing.oMi 1\tdIJlebl ~ ~ 
they u(ua11y relide in their oW hod(es? 

They always lye-in in dleir own l'ioufes. 

Did you give your perfonaf attendance e¥i 1m e'A'lfteli JCi 
mentioned, or did you commit .them to the .care of aBiite 

The bufinefs was done by my part\1er and [elf foIel~~d ifter 
the diifolution of partrn:rlhip. ~ch took pite e 
\)eft of my .{ccolleCtion• it wu done wholly bv ~. I 
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found my health injured from too great fatigue, and then I em­
ployed an affiftant. 

Do you recollect when the punii11ment of whipping began to 
be lefs prevalent in the Iflands of which you fpoke ? 

I cannot fay I ever faw much of it at any period; Dut on my 
laft vifit to the Weft Indies, I found it was almoft difufed. 

To what caufe do you attribu-te that puniiliment being almoft 
totally difcontinued ? 

Becaufe confinement is attended with much better confequence; 
for a Negro would much rather receive a correction of that na­
ture, than be locked up or confined. 

Then yQU apprehend that it was for the intereft of the mafier 
to difcontinue the puniiliment of whipping entirely? 

I think, to the intereft of both mafter and Slave. 

From your obfervation -then of the punii11ments ufually inflicted 
on Slaves, is it your opinion the planters deferve the character of 
a cruel and barbarous {et of people? 

The ftigma which has been thrown upon the whole body of 
Slave-holders, I look upon to be very unjuft and undeferved. 
Thefe men have been accufed of tyrannic acts of oppreffion, and 
alfo of putting the human invention to the rack to find out tor­
tures to infliCt on thefe their fellow creatures; but from what has 
been faid of the intereftof the planter depending on the Slave, 
iurely fuch abfurdities are felf-apparent. 

Do you think that the cultivation of Sugar Eftates Can be car­
ried on by European labourers alone, or in any degree, even if they 
were to be had? 

I am very _certain it cannot. 

From your experience of the difpofitions of the planters in ge. 
neraI, is it not their wiili and endeavour to rear as many Negro 
.children as they can, to avotE! the neceffity of purchafing new Ne­
groes to keep up their ftock ? 

I am perfeCl:ly fenfible it is both their intereft and willi. 

Have you ever been in Ireland and Scotland? 
I have, feveral years. 

From the view which you have had the opportunity of taking. 
. ~ 
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of the genenil {tate and condition of th e Slaves in the WeO: 1ndh 
I!lands, and that of the common labourers and poor people of 
thefe kingdoms, whether in your opinion, the Slaves , or the laft­
mentioned clafs of men, live the !Doft comfortably '? 

I have politive evidence, that the Slaves have a decided fupe-

riority with refpeCt to every comfort of life. 

In what do you conceive that fuperiority of comfort con lifts ? 
In the Slaves being regularly fupplied by the maner with every 

nece1fary of life; [uch as clothing, food, comfortable houfes, protec ­
tion in health, and the beft medical advice when ill; and on their 
deceafe, of having a father and proteCtor for their children . 

. And then the Counle1 and Wituefs were direCted to 

withdraw. 

Jovis, 2 S° die Februarii 179°' 

C Ounfe! called in as before; and t he Counfd proceedtd further 

ill their Examination, and called 

. JAM E ST 0 B IN, E fqui re. 

Of what country are you a native! 

Of England. 
How long have you reuded in the Weft Indies, and in what 

Iflands particularl y? I have reflded, in the wh ole in the "if eft Indies, about ten o.r 
twelve years, at different period's-rny chief relidence has been in . 
the Hland of Nevis .-I have al10 been frequ ently at Saint ChriO:o­
pher's, and occauonally in rnoft of the other Engliili Windward 
and Leeward Hlanas, and likewife in rome of the French Wands. 

Have yo u any knowledge of the manner of cultivating eftates in 

the Weft Indies? F rom the experience of fo many years refidence . i.n the Weft 

I ndies, I have. 



J Are you a proprietor of any efiate in the Weft Indies? 
I am, and have been for upwards of twenty years in the Iilane( 

of Nevis. 

From your experience and long refidence in the Weft Indies, 
do you think it pollible to cultivate lands there by any other 
means than that of Negro labour r 

I do not. 

Do you think it pollible to cultivate land in the 'Weft Indies, by 
the labour of Free Negroes? 

If Free Negroes could be perfuaded to work, I fee no reafon 
why they Ihould not do as much work as Slaves; but in all my 
experience, I never knew a fingle inftance of a Free Negro per­
forming field labour.- In the Ifland of Saint Vincent, there are 
a great number of Free Negroes, who are improperly called Caribs'; 
in that Iflaud Negro labour is very dear, ~llld were tho[e people 
inclinable to work in the field, the planters, :t-am very well con­
vinced, would be ready to_ give them very great encouragement; 
inflead of which, they live as nearly in a fiate of nature as the 
Natives of the moft favage countries which have lately been dif­
covered. In the IIland of JamaiGa. there are likewife a confider­
able number of Free Negroes, and from the beft information that 
I have been able to procure, I do not fitld that any of them ever 
work in the field fer hire. 

Do vou conceive it poffible to cultivate Sugar Plantations by 
White 'labourers? 

I do not. 

Do ybu think the number Gf Negroes fufficient for the cultiva­
tion of Sugar Eftates can be kept up by the common courfe of 
propagation, without a regular importation of Slaves from 
Africa? ' 

I do not. 

State your reafons for tna.t opinion. 
There- are feveral reafons-The firft reafon is, that there are ill 

general a greater number of males imported than of females, and 
this is ever likely to be the cafe, from the natives on the coaft of 
Africa being univNfally polygamifl:s, and therefore very unwilling 
to part with their females, as long as they are likely to contribute 
to their own fenfual gratification .-Another rea[on is, the prema­
ture and promifcuous intercourfe between the [exes-another 
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rea[on is, the great variety of venereal complaints which both 
fexes are fo liable to- another rea[on is, the cull:om among the 
young female N egroes of' procuring abortions, for the purpo[e of 
pre(erving their per(ons as long as they are able-another rea[on 
is, [he many chronical diforders the female Negroes are fubjeCl: to, 
in confequence of their irregularities, fuch as obll:ruCl:ions, fluor 
albus, and dilorders of the womb-another rea[on is, the cull:om 
of Negro women fu.ckling their children a great length of time­
another reafon is, the premature debility which the men fubjecl 
themfelves to by an immoderate ufe of fpiritlloll s liquors-an­
other r('a(on is, the little care too many of the Negro women are 
apt to take of their children-and, anOther reafon is, the many 
diforders to which Negro children are peculiarly fubjeCl:, fuch as 
fluxes, worms, and the fevers incident thereto, the tetanus or 
locked jaw, and what the French call mal d'ell:omac, vulgarly 
called eating of dirt. On my own ell:ate, the gang of Negroes 
is particularly c:ircumll:anced-I have had, for a number of years, 
nearly three females"to two males, and the females have always had 
remarkable care taken of them. I employ a free woman at a con­
fiderable falary to do nothing elfe than attend the fick Negroes 
and breeding women-Notwithll:anding all which precautions, I 
have but juft been able for thefe four or five lall: years to keep up 
my number. 

Are the children of Negroes fubj eCl: to any pec~liar diforders ? 
I have already anfwered that queHion-but, with ref pea to the 

tetanus, I have never found it fo frequent in the Illand of Nevis, 
as it certainly is in that of St. Chrillopher's, and feveral other 
Iflands. 

Are . not the Negroes, both infant and adult, fubjeCl to 
epidemical diforders ? 

They undoubtedly are-fuch as fluxes., putrid fevers, and fore 
throats, befides the common epidemical diforders of the fmall. 
pox, meafies, and fo forth. 

Do you conceive that any future increafe by bre~ing wQuld 
counterbalance the lolfes arifing from epidemical difeafes ? 

I have not the leall: reafon to think it would. 

Inform the committee in w.hat manner , the Negroes are.: utdllly 
fed. 

Negroes are ufually fed, in the Hlands I am 
flour, Indian corn, rye-meal, bifcuit, Guinea 



grain, and with yarns, potatoes, bananas. and plantanes, when 
they · are to be procured-they have, befides, falt provifions, fuch 
as herrings, mackarel, !hads, and faIt £iih. 

Is the quantity of food allowed to the Negroes fufficient for 
their fupport ? 

The quantity of provifions allowed to ' the Negroes may be 
fufficient for their fupport; but it is always underfrood, both by 
the mafier and the Slave, that they are not to depend entirely (.~ 
the provifions allowed them, but are expeCted to add fomething 
to them, by their own indufiry. 

What are the advantages pofIdfed by the Negroes, to enable 
them to contribute to their fupport by their own indu!lry ? 

They are always allowed land to plant, and the privilege of raif­
ing goats, hogs, and different kinds of poultry, and to fell what­
ever they raife for their own account.-They have alfo other ad­
vantages in picking grafs, and other frock meat, cutting wood, 
and carrying it to the towns to fell for their own benefit.-Dur- · 
ing my own refidence in the Wefr Indies, at leafi half, or perhaps 
two thirds of the fre!h provifions that I confllmed at my own ta­
ble; were purchafed either of my own Slaves, or thofe of other 
planters. 

From whence is the advan tage you alluded to, of their cutting 
wood, derived? 

From their being able to meet with a ready fale for it. 

In what manner are the Negroes ufually c'!oathed ? 
They have as much Ofnaburgs, or coade linen , as make a 

jacket and breeches for the men, and a jacket and petticoat for the 
women; with an allowance of woollen cloth, and generally hats 
or caps at leafr once a year.-The children of all age~ have an al­
lowance of the fame kind, in proportion to their fize. 

How are the Negroes lodged? 
They are lodged in houfes built by themfelves, with the ailift­

ance of their mail:ers.-The mofi common houfes contain at leafr 
two rooms, one for the purpofe of !leeping in, and the other for 
their common \lfe ;- there are many of their houfes much larger, 
confining of three and four rooms, with fmall buildings detached, 
for the \lfe of their cookery.-The houfes in general are thatched 
and wattled, and many plaifiered-but many of the better kind of 
Negroes, and particularly in the lfiand of St. Chrifropher, have 
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timber houfes regularly boarded and lhingled.-Tlle cabins 011 

which they fleep are a kind of raifed benches, made of boards, on 
which they fpread their mats and blankets. 

What care is taken of the Slaves during their ficknefs ? 
There arc, upon all eftates, regular nurfes to attend upon them 

-there is generally a ' furgeon employed by the year-they arc 
fupplied with broth, fago, portable ioup, wine, frelh meat, and 
every thing that it is fuppofed will contribute to their recovery­
they have frequently poultry and mutton killed on purpofe to 
make them broth-I have known one particular infiance, where a 
Slave had no lefs than fixteen lambs killed for his ufe, during his 
convale[cence, at a time when each lamb was worth at leaft two 
dollars. 

How are female Slaves treated during pregnancy, at their lying­
in, and after their delivery? 

As foon as a Negro woman is four or five months gone with 
child, ihe no longer works in any of the regular gangs, but is em­
ployed in fome light kind oflabour, fuch as picking a little grafs, 
attending the Negro children in the field, or fomething of that 
kind, rpore for the fake of keeping her in exercife, and out of 
mifchief, than from any profit that is expected from her exer­
tions.-Duringher lying-in ihe is attended with the fame care 
and attention as the fick Negroes.-There is generally a midwife 
upon the eftate, but in cafes of necefiity, the affiftance of an efta­
bliihed practitioner is made ufe of, at a very heavy expenee; as 
midwifery, night vif .. s, and capital operations are all feparately 
paid for to the Surgeon who attends the efiate, over and above his 
regular allowance-they are always allowed four weeks, and morc, 
jf necdfary! before they are expeded to leave their houfes; and 
when they return to their work, tlleY are allowed to come an hour 
or two later into the field, as long as .the children continue at the 
breaft.-I never recollect having leen a Negro woman far advanced 
in her pregnancy put to any hard labour. 

How are Negroes treated when lame, incurably difeafed. or fu­
perannuated? 

They have the fame food, the fame clothin~, the fame lodg' 
and the fame accommodations of every kind. as if they were 
fectly ferviceable. 

What is the nature ami cx~nt of tbe puAHbI;l.ei!tC~;uM~. 
iicted on Slaves? . 
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To fpeak comparatively, and with a reference to the p!,Inii11-
ments inflicted on Briti{h foldiers and feamen, I am fully autho­
rized to fay, that the punilhment of Negro Slaves is mild. 

Under all the circumilances you have mentioned, as to the feed­
ing, clothing, and lodging of Negroes, the care taken of them and 
their children in ficknefs and in health, and the making them 
labour by correction or compulfion, as well as with refpefr to the 
punilhments ufually inflifred upcn them; is it your opinion that 
their lives are more or lefs happy and comfortable than the labour­
ing poor in Europe, who are compelled to work fro In neceffity ? 

With refpefr to the punilhments infiifred upon them, no com­
parifon can be made; in every other refpeCt, from the obfervations 
that I have made, I have no doubt but that the fituation of the 
Weft India Slaves is preferable to that of the labouring pOQ!" in 
Europe; and on this fubjeCt, in making the comparifon, the ad­
vantage of climate has never in my opinion been fufficiently ad­
verted to, for in that particular the advantage is mof1: f1:rikingly 
obvious on the fide of the Negro ilave; for example, in a cold 
climate, two of the greatef1: luxuries are warm lodging and warm 
clothing, both which we know .it is fcareely in the power of the 
labouring poor to procure; ,on the contrary; in a climate like that 
of the Weil: Indi(ls, two of the greatefl: indulgencies are cool 
lodgiIlg and cool clothing, both which the Negro can eafily 
obtain . 

State to the Committee the nature and the hours of labour 
affigned to the Negroes. 

The nature of the labour expefred from the Negroes is dif­
ferent; according to their different il:rengths, ' and in fome meafure 
depends on the different feafons of the year. The Negroes are 
generally divided into three claifes or gangs-the great gang con­
fiil:s of the moil: rohuil: and able, both of the men and women­
the fmall gang includes younger Negroes and thofe lefs able-and 
the grafs gang is compofed of children under the direction of an 
old woman, merely to keep them out of mifchief, and to habi­
tuate them to regular employment-the work of the great gang 
confifis in holing the ground when that labour is required; in 
moil: other kinds of work j fuch as weeding and gathering in the 
crop, the two gangs are generally joined together-with ref.?efr 
to the hours, the r-..egroes are generally called into the field by the 
rino-ing of a bell, about dawn of day, which in a latitude where 
tht days, aod nights are fo nearly equal, is generally about fix 
o'clock; about eight o'clock, they are allowed half an hour fOI" their 

3 Z breakfaf1:. 
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'lrreakfall, which they generally carry into the field with them, 
and it is ufually about three quarters of an hour before they re­
fume thbr 'work again, which they contin ue in general till noon; 
but in very dry feafons (as out of crop tIlIlC, they are expected to 
bring grafs at noon) they are generally difcharged at about half 
pail: eleven o'clock-they return again into the field at two o'clock, 
where they continue till ahout fix, when they are difcharged, in 
order to bring another burthen of grafs-in crop time, when the 
fiock is fed upon the offals of the cane, and li ttle or no grafs is 
required, a fmall part of the Negroes are kept at work to attend 
the mills and boiling hOll(e for fome hours after it is dark; and 
on fome eftates being divided into proper fpells, they continue 
their at tendance on the mills and boiling houfe during the greater 
part of the night, fo that on the whole, the crop time may be faid 
to be the [ea[un of the hardeil: labour; and yet it is a fact very 
well eil:abliihed, that the Slaves are always better and heartier in 
crop time than at any other. On the whole, I am clearly con­
vinced, that the labour of a Negro Slave, taken through the whole 
year, is by no means fo revere as that of an Engliih labourer. 

Out of crop time, at what hour are the Negroes permitted to re­
ti re to teft ? 

1>11 general, I believe. by feven o'clock; but that depends in part 
upon themfelves, as they are fometimes backward in bringing their 

. graf;, and.as they generally come to receive their allowance at, that 
time in the evening.- As it is in the latitude of the Iflands, dark 
by fix, or between fix and [even, it could anfwer no manner of 
.purpofe to keep the Negroes out of crop time from their own 
houies after tl\at hour4 

Are the reconomy and cultivation of a Sugar plantation in any 
refpect fimila.r to thofe of a farm in England? 

By no means ; . though it has been common to treat thein as if 
they were to be cultivated alike-the cultivation of a Sugar eftatc! 
bears a much nearer refemblance to that of a garden, than to tliat of 
a farm; and I have alw¥s obfcrved, that tholf: planters who ha~ 
kept that idea in view, have _generally made the ma.ft of the1F 
property.-The lands in the Weft Indies require to be pr a 
in a very nice manner, and there is no prOduce raifed u i 
Weft India eftate that is fown ~ but everythillg, even the • 
pJanted by hand-the ufe of die plough and otlJer iirl ~t8 
of European agriculture, are tl:ittefore excludt:d-tHqy a it 1fe:.; 
lieve. been tried upon efbites w'Hich were level J! ..ad 
of the experiment, but I am ~ll .informed; withtiui aM ~rlit-

.&I 
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·.cial confequences.-The cane fprouts, upon their firft appearance 
out of the ground, are remarkably tender, and require repeated 
hoings, to be performed in the m'Jft careful -manner, which mufi: 
-of courfe be done ·by han d.-The manure u[ed in the Weft Indies 
is not fpread on the ground as it is in England, but is carried and ' 
placed carefully round each plant feparately, fo that wheel barrows , 
or carts could not be ufed for that purpofe, after the canes are 
come up; but the manure is generally carried in carts, and made 
into heaps at proper diftances on the land before it is holed, in 
order to filVe as much labour as pollible to the Negroes, who -are 
afterwards to fpn;ad it. In the Hlands of Nevis and Montferrat, 
it would be impollible, from the rockinefs of the furface (except 
in a very few fmall fpots) even to try the plough at alL-The 
fevere droughts to which the fmall Iflands are fu bject, would 
likew·ife be an invincible impediment againft the ufe of the plough, 
as lands, if they could be turned up by the plough, would requite 
a long while to mellow in fo dry a climate.-The planters are 
fo fenfible of the value of Negro labour, that they have left very 
few experiments untried that were likely to eafe their Negroes, 
and enaMe thofe they are pofTefTed of to do as much necefTary 
work as pollible, it being an eftabJilhed maxim among all the 
thinking and prudent planters (with whom I have converfed) 
never to employ a Negro in doing fuch work as could be perform­
ed by cattle or machines. 

Is it not cu!l:{)mary to provide manure, by ftaking cattle and fix­
ing pens £Or that purpofe, fo as to fave the labour of Negroes? 

In the Wand of Saint Chri!l:opher, the cuftom of ftaking cattle 
prevails more than in any other ifland that I know of. In Nevis 
we make ufe of moving pens for the fame purpofe, which are 
fomething like the pens ufed ill England for {beep on the downs, 
except that they are made with rails and pofts ftrong enough to 
inclofe horned cattle; and by thefe means the dung is generally 
made on the very land on which it is intended to be ufed. 

When, from the iituation of the land, carts cannot be ufed for 
,carrying dllng, is it not the practice to ufe mules with crooks and 
dung- pots for that purpo[e, [0 as to fave the labour of Negroes? 

There are very few fituations where fmall light dung-carts 
-drawn by mules cannot be ured; but in thofe fituations that are 
,[0 fteep as to exclude the ufe of fuch fmall carts, the manure is 
.carried out i:1 horfe-hair bags, on the b~cks of mules, in order to 
Save the labou. of .carrying it by means' of the Negroes. Dung-

1 pots, 
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pots, as they ufed to be called, are generally laid afide, as being 
found to gall the mules. 

Do not planters in general prefer Creole Slaves to thofe im­
ported from Africa, and for that reafon pay every pollible atten­
tion to the breeding of child ren? 

They certainly do. 

Do you know whether premiums have not in particular in­
fiances been given to the Negro Women for the children they 
could rear? 

I know one or two infiances of that kind in Nevis; one is, 
where a pecuniary reward is given to the mother after {he has 
reared her child to be two years old; the other is, where a fret­
dam f .. om all kind oflabour is given to every Negro Via man who 
is the mother of fix children capable of doing any thing upon the 
citate. 

According to your obfervation and judgment, do Negroes, im­
por ted f rom Africa to the Wefi Indies, change their fituation for 
the better or worfe ? 

From obfervation I am not qualified to anfwer the queftion. 
having never been on the Coafi of Africa; but, from the befi in­
for mation I have been able to procure, from reading mofi of the 
publications 0 0 the fubject, from conveding with men well ac­
q)lainted with. the coafi of Africa, and Ekewife, from having oc­
cafionally converfed with African Negroes themfelves on the 
fubjett, I have every reafon to think, that their fituation is better, 
generally fpeaking, in the Weft InGies, than it was in their own 
country; and it is a very ftriking and fingular circumftance, that 
there never was an inftance of a Negro (even an African Negro) 
who had obtained his freedom, ever returning to his oWn country 
again, or even exprelling a wi/11 f0 to do-it has been faid, that 
this arifes from the conneCtions they have lnade in the Weft 
Indies fince their importation, and pollibly that may he the cafe; 
btlt, at the fame time, if i.t is fo, it is a pofitive proof, that it 'is 
in their power to form friendfhips and .connections in the W.eft 
In(ies~ equally> if not more agreeable to their difpofitions, than 
thofe they quitted. - It is a general miftake, to fuppofe that 
Negroes in the Weft Indies are fp very anxious to procure their 
freedom; if it was fo, many of them have it in their power, by 
the money they accumulate, to purchafe their freedom.-I have 
known in fiances where freedom has been .offered to Slaves, upon 
the moft moderate terms, and ha's been refufed; and the reafon 

they 
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they have affigned for fuch refufal has been, that they fhould 10f« 
their friends and proteCtors. 

In the Infrances to which you have jull: alluded, do you con­
ceive the Negroes were able to have purchafed their freedom at 
the fum propofed ? . 

I have little doubt about it-in one infrance I am pofitive, as 
he has fince purchafed the freedom of his fon, and purchafed-like­
wife fome Slaves for his fon's ufe, while he himfelf frill remains a 
Slavl. 

Have you not known in frances of free Negroes marrying 
women Slaves, although they knew that the offspring of that 
marriage would be fubjeCt to £lavery? 

According to the fenfe in which the word ma(riage is under­
flood among the Negroes, I have-it is indeed, a very common 
cafe. 

Have you not relided fo~ fome years pafr in England. as a Well: 
India merchant? 

I have, fince the year 1784. 

Do you know what effeCt the agitation of this qlfefrion for 
aboliihing the Slave Trade has produced on Weft India credit? 

I have great reafon to think its effeCts upon Well: India credit 
have been very baneful and very extenfive-the houfe that I am. 
concerned in has been deterred from entering into advances which, 
in all probability, we otherwife ihould have done, from this conu­
deration alone, and I believe many much more confiderable houfes 
have. been influenced by the fame confideration. 

Are you fufficiently acquainted with the Ifland of Saint Chrill:o­
pher to fay, whether the information you have been giving re[pect­
jng the treatment and fituation of Negroes, and the mode of cul­
tivating the lands, applies to that Hland as well as to Nevis? 

The two Illands of Saint Chriftopher and Nevis are utuate fo 
near each other, and there is fuch a conftant intercourfe kept up 
between the inhabitants, that the planters of one Wand are in ge­
neral perfectly acquainted with the method of cultiv.ating the 
lands and treating the Negroes in the other; and I have been fo 
repeatedly on the Ifland of St. Chriftopher, though never a regu­
lar refident there for any length of timc:, that I think I may 
[afely fay, that I am qualified to fpeak of the cuftoms p-revalent 
there. 

4 A Examined 
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Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

During 'what years did you refide in the Wefl: Indies, and in 
what Iflands ? 

I firft went to the Weft Indies, with a view of refiding there, 
in the year 1758 ;-1 remained there till the year 1766, having in 
the interval made a trip or two to England on bufinefs; [0 ibat I 
believe my refidence at that time, taken altogether, might be be­
tween four and five years.-During that time my father was liv­
ing, and proprietor of the family eftate, and (gn'at part of it) 
re,nter of another pretty confiderable property; in the management 
of both which, my chief employment was to affift.-In the year 
1766 I returned, and fealed in England, where I remained till 
the latter end of 1777, when I again returned, and continued in 
the· Weft Indies till 1784.-My fixed refidence was in the Ifland 
of Ne\·is; but; as I have already ftated, I at times vifited moft of 
the other Iflands. 

What was the aaua! number of your gang, and fpecify the num­
bers of males and females, able Slaves, infants, and fuperannuated 
Slaves? • 

I did not particularly attend to my gang~ till I laft left the 
Weft Indies, as, before that time, I had been employed in getting 
rid of Come of the worft of them, and had taken pains to procure 
a gang that lhould be likely to increafe.-In 1784 I had feventy­
two males and 100 females-in 1785 I had feventy-two males and 
ninety-eight females-the decreafe of cour[e was two.-In 1786 
I had feventy-three' males and ninety-eight females-they were 
that year even, as I pUl'chafed one.-ln 1787 I had feventy-feven 
males, and 1 02 females-the increafe this year was three, as there 
were fix new Negroes purchafed for me.-In 1788 I had [eventy­
feven males, and 102 females :-50 that with fuch a fuperiority 
of females I have barely been able to keep up the number. 

Can you ftate the number of births and deaths during that pe­
Tiod? 

I cannot. 

What do you eftimate to be the ordinary confumption of 
Slaves, that is, the number of deaths more than births, in the 
Ifland of St. Chriftopher ? 

I have never made any calculation. 
"Vhat 
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What is the ordinary proportion of females to males in that 
IOand? 

I cannot an[wer thru: queftion with any 'kind of precifion. 

What quantity of ground is ufually allowed to the Negro round 
his hut, in the Wands of Saint Chrifiopher and Nevis? 
. That is very different .on different plantations-In the Ifland of 

Saint Chriftopher the land is fa very valuable, that the Negm 
houfes ftand very clofe, the grounds therefore appropriated to the 
Negroes are generally at fame diftance from their hOLlfes. In' the 
Ifland ·of Nevis, where lana is not fo valuable, the houfes i1:and more 
detached from each -other; and there is generally, but not univer­
fally, a lot of land appropriated to each houfe; but in both the 
Iflands, I believe it to be cuftomary (in Nevi s I know it to be fo) 
befides the land round their Houfes, and the other which is com­
monly catIed Negro provifion ground, to 'have a piece of 'cane 
land given them from which they are permitted to take off one 
.crop. 

Is the dmant land of which you fpeak, commonly mountain 
land? 

It is generally either mountain land, or what we . call gutfides. 
which are not fo eafy for planting in canes .. 

What quantity of land had you in cultivation.? 
About 260 or 27$ acres, of which .in general I .planted yearly 

about 90 acres. 

W number of Whites had you in your fervice, and in what 
~pacit ST 

lBeiides my own family, I had a manager, an overfeer all the 
year. and a diftiller during crop time; befides which~ I had a free 
mu\.atto woman, whom 1 hired to attend the fick NegL'oes and 
lying~in women. 

Were there the fam'!:: number of Whites, and in the fame .ca­
pacities. during your abfence from the Weft Indies? 

There was. 

Has it been uniformly-underftood fillce the time yon have been 
~uainted with the Weft Indies, that it was for ~he planter's in­
Itcrefi: to go on the breedin.8 fyftem. rather than on the purchafing 

~ 
never heard any fenfible planter of a different opinion. 

Do 
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Do you conceive Slaves to be better or worfe treat,~d DOW than 
they were formerly? 

I apprehend the general treatment of them to be better now 
than it \vas thirty or forty years back. I know of no particu­
lar alterations being made of late in that refpeCl. 

What was the legal protection generally underftood to be en­
joyed by the Slave? 

The legal protection which they enjoyed in the two I.aands I 
have been fpeaking of, was that of the laws of England, as I 
do not recollett auy colonial laws in the Hland of Nevis, which 
interfered with thofe of the Mother country in that refpect. In 
the Wand of Saint Chrifiopher I believe there is a law. to puni(b 
the maiming of Slaves. 

Was not this lafi-mentioned law paired fo latc as in -the yeu 
17R3 ? 

I believe it was. 

Do you conceive it to have been ,the general opmlOD, that the 
El'lglifh law extended to Slaves in the Iflands of Nevis and Saint 
Chrifiopher ? 

I apprehend it was the general opinion, becaufe profecutions 
nave been carried on uflder the laws of England. 

Do you recollect the offences for which any of thefe profecu­
tions were carried on, their circumfiances, and the refult of 
them? 

When I was in the Wand of Nevis, there was a mUM of a 
Negro, fuppofed to have been committed by two White men­
the greatefi pains were taken to fecure them both; one of them 
was apprehended, the other efcaped off the Wand, who wall fup­
pofed to be the principal-the acce1fary was committed. witll a 
view of being {uftered to be the King's evidence-he hpwc:v,cl' 
broke gaol and efcaped-upon which, the fuppofed principal re­
turned again to the Hland-he was commitud, but if I recolloCl: 
right, he was admitted to bail, as there was little prob~bi1i ( 
the evidence ever returning again-all. which proceeiji.qgs~ 
prehend, were carried on under the laws of the Mother 
-Another infiance has happ~ tince I quitted the 
fore, I can on]y fpeak from 1 rmation.-A White:. 
fuppofed to have committed a... anton murder on 
grots belonging to the, efiate ere he lived-he Was iltiM'eidi.l~cJ,lI' 
2pprehended .. indiCle~ all~ tri~d for his life. b"t * .F.0o$& . ~ot 

appealing 



appearing perfeCtly fatisfaCtory to the jury, he was found guilty of 
man-flaughter only; but to {hew the deteftation in which his 
conduCt was held, he was not, as he would have been in England. 
condemned to be burnt in the hand, but he was fentenced to a 
year's imprifonment in ' one of ' the moft unhealthy gaols ' in the 
Weft Indies. 

Was it commonly underftood, that not ol)iy the life of the 
Slave was proteCted -by the laws of England, but that he was alfo 
!ccured from immoderate puni{hmeltt by his mailer r 

I cannot fay that it was fo underftood; but I know it to be a 
gcneral received opinion, that aU the laws of England are in force 
in the Weft Indies, where they an; not counteracted by particular 
colonial laws. .-

Was it ufual, during your refidence in the Weft Indies, for 
planters to have rooms appropriated to the ufe of lying-ill 
women? 

It was not a general praCtice-there were many planters then , 
and fo there are now, in the old mands. that hold even hofpitals 
for the fick to be more detrimental than ufeful, as they are one 
means of increafing epidemical diforders; and on eftates, where a 
greater number of the Negroes are Creoles, the fick Negroes and 
lying-in women find themfelves more .at eafe in their. own houfes, 
than in an hofpital. 

Can you mention the 'price of male and of female Slaves now, 
and at the time of your firft going to the Weft Indies? 

I cannot fpeak to that queftion pofitively, if it has reference to 
new Negr?es, as I never purchafed a lingle new Negroe, either for 
my~lf or my friends, during the whole of my refidc:nce in the 
Weft Indies. 

Was there any pon-tax in the JfIands of Nevis and St. Chritlo­
pher, and at what period of the Slave's life did it commence? 

There is a poll-tax in both Iflandi. and I believe it commences 
at the birth of the child. 

What was the ftate of the Slaves in general, as to religion and 
morals? 

There are very feW of them that pretend to much religion; as 
til their morals. they blay probably be as good as the very lower 
d'tder of people in thia country. that is, as far as is confifient with 

oil" knowledge. 
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Can you efiimate the expence of the maintenance of full grown 
Slaves and children ? 

I never made the calculation. 

Do you apprehend the regulating Att has operated in iDcreating 
tJ1e price of Slaves? 

From the bell: information I have obtained on the fubjett. it 
moll: certainly has. 

Do you attribute chiefly to it, the late increa{e in the price 
of Slaves"? 

I certainly think {o. 

H as the rife been proportional on males and females? 
I cannot tell. 

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were directed te 
withdraw. 

Yeneris, 26° die Fe"ruarii 1790. 

COunfel and Witriefs called in as before I aftd the Witners was 
luther examined by Members of tbe Committee. 

Mr. T 0 BIN. Are you at all acquainted with the tituation of tlie Slav~s in .the 
French 11lands f 

I have bad fome perfonal acquaintance with them, and have 
faken fome pains to inform myfelf of their fituation, frCllm tfaoic 
who have had opportunities of refiding longer among thorn. 

Do you apprehend their fituation to be more or Jers eligible *. 
that of ours ? 

With refpect to .the field Negroes .. I b~e "ea{on t, thill1l 
is by no melttwbetter than dtat of the Slaves in the :lu 
ltlands, and in particular. as f,r as r~d~ rpe article if 
ment, J believe they ate Wbr'fe treatid-at far as ·~~lIIIt." 
dometl:ic: or houle Negroes, they ieem to be treaced wldi 
fAmiliarity'than thofe in the thme capacity in the Eo,atl6 ue. , 

but 
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but whether fuch familiarity is prodli6tive of asy material benefits 
to them, I have my doubts. 

Do YOIl think that theprovifions of the Code Nair, arc well 
calculated to feeure good treatment of the Slaves? 

Thofe regulations appe,,!r to me to be well calculated for fuch 
purpofe; bijt I have had reaCon to believe, that the regulations in . 
the Code Nair are far from being rigidly (mforced, and that there 
are fea[ons when it is impoffible for the planter to comply with 
fome of the regulations. therein contained, particularly refpecting 
prc'lVifions. 

Are not the French planters more frequently refident on their 
own plantations, than the Engliih are on their's? 

1 believe, fpeaking generally, they are. 

Is it not ill general to be fuppofed, that they are more attentive 
to their own interefts, than thofe fubftitutes whom they would be 
obliged to employ, if non-refident? 

It is certainly beyond a doubt, that a man is more attentive 
and anxious about his own intereft, than he is to that of another; 
but it does not from thence follow, that the Negroes upon a 
Weft India property are of courfe likely to be hetter treated by 
the proprietor, than by a prudent and well informed manager; 
and for this obvious reafon (among others; that the proprietor 
feels immediately the ex pence attending upon an ample provifion 
of food and necdfaries for fuch Negroes, while the manager does 
not; and it is a particular pleafure to the manager himfelf, and 
at the fame time redounds much to the credit of his general cha­
raCter, that the Negroes intrufl:ed to his care, ihould appear in good 
condition. 

Do you apprehend that a careful and pmdent manager would 
give more indu,lgence to the Negroes, than is confiftent with his 
mafter's intereft ? 

That depends in a great meafure upon what may be fuch a 
man's idea of his malter's real intereft. 

Do you apprehend managers do in faCt give more indulgence 
than is eonfiftent with the real intereft of his mafter? 

That depends fo much upon the temper and difpofition of .ma­
(lagers, that it may be fafely prefumed that forne do, and othets do 
Elot. 

Did 
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Did you ever know of managers being difcharged for having 
J11 cIVn too g l"C.H indulgence to the Negroes, in point of provifions 
and labour r 

Such il1(lances Il1fly have happened, but I do not immediately 
reeoll eer any. 

Do you apprebend that th e Frcnch planters have equal means of 
informa ti on with the EngliGl, in rc(peCl: to their true interefi? 

I apprehend fueh means are equally acedll ble to the French as 
to the Englit11 p lanters, but ;\t tbc fame time, from .the obferva­
lions I have made, I h ave no rC!a[on to thi nk that the French plant­
ers (taken ill gCll cr:d) arc as well educated or as well informed as 
tbofe in the Englith Ifhnds. 

W"h ~ t is the time allowed to the Negroes for cultivating their 
0 " n land? 

The moO: material time is the whole of Sunday-fometimes, and 
in feafonable weather , when a little ex traordinary allowance of time 
is likely to be particLllarly beneficial to them, they are allowed the 
afternoons of Saturday, and I believe. on fome efiates, they gene­
rally have th:1.t a[tcrnoon-brudes thi s there are rome holidays, 
{uch as two or three days ;It ChriO:mas, Good Friday in general, 
an d on many CPl:lteS a d .1 Y at tlJe f.nifh~ng of the crop-the other 
times .lre f't! ch portion,s as they chufe to take out of their times of 
reO:; and it may be proper to obferve, that the two hou'rs at noon 
is [eldom employed by a Negro in preparing a regular meal, their 
chief meal being at (upper-fo that they are frequently to be found 
working at their grounds during that interval. 

Is the allowanoe of provilions from the mafier regl1Ja.r and [et­
tled, with the difference only of crop time, and the other [ea[on of 
the year? 

Speaking generally, I think it is. but it may be fometimes re­
gulated much againfi the planters inclination, by the [carcity oc 
plenty of provifions to be purchafed. 

What is the allowance of provifions given to the Negroes? 
It difFers, in fome meafure, upon different efiates-I think the 

a~erage allowance may be {lated nt about from fix to nine or ten 
pints of grain or flour for each Negro per week, among which 
Negroes is included every child as Coon as it is weaned; betides 
which they have an , allowance of [alt provifions. to the amount of 
fix or eight herrings a week, or mackarel, faIt fifh, or lhads, ill 
proportion; in addition to this, upon many efiates, and upon all 

of 
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lar breakfaft ferved them in the field., of a b~.[cuit aaa .a IF,m· 
portion of melalles and water, which in wet and raifry weather 
was qualified·with rum. WheRever, from indolence or i'natten­
tion to the proper dreffing of the provifiofls that were ferved out 
to them, any Negroes are obferv(ld to fall off in c@,nditi@l1, they 
have their victuals ferved out to them ready dreif(!d, and iJ:l an ia;. 
crealed proportion. Negroes that are thlls fed with ready dr-etred 
provifions are cDmmonly called the pot-gang; and it is c(m«d«ed 
as a repmach for ar~ Negro to be fo carelefs and i;nprovident as 
to be obliged to be fed in that manner-. There is on moil: eLhtes 
a pot boiled every d:J.y for the ufe of the children and weak and 
convalefcent Negroes, and for fuch ,as are confined for offen0es. 

Is gr::.in or flour given indifcriminately in the fame q10lantity ? 
I believe in general it is; nor does it make that material differ­

~nce as may at firft fight be fNppo(ed. as the gmin chiefly made 
ufe of is either ,Indian or Gu~nea corn, both of wh.ich the Negroes 
make ufe of without feparatlDg the flour from th~ bran. 

Is the allowance of which you fpeak meant to extend to the wh'Ol~ 
year, Qr is it leifened during cr'Op-[eaf'On ? 

By the expreffion which I have already made ufe 'Of, 'Of the 
average all'Owance (I mean that taking the allowamce both in crop 
and out of crop-time) it wOllld amount to the quantity I have 
fpecified ;-in crop-time the allowance is generally reducct.{, and 
out of crop-time moft commonly increafed. 

Are the Negroes permitted to negle& the cultivation ()f th€ir 
provifion grol:lnds at their pleafure ? _ . 

In.general they are- but 'On f'Ome eftates they are ohliged by 
theit mafters to cultivate fuch grounds-this is not very common; 
nor is any coercion neceifary to induce an indl!lihious well difpofed 
Negro to turn fuch gtounds to the beft advantage. 

Is the general character of the Negroes indolent 'Or induf­
trious ? 

It is a difficult ,thing to anfwer that' queftion~their characters 
are as various as thofe of the White pe'Ople; and even among the 
African Slaves. their character of indolenee or induil:ry depends 
much 'On the part 'Of the coail: from whence they were im­
ported. 

4 C Can 



Can you flate from what country thofc Negroes come ",110 are 
-inclined to be induftrious ? 

I cannot, having had very little experience among new Ne­
groes. 

What reafon then have you to fuppofe that the African Negroes, 
from any part of the coaft, are fo inclined? 

From the general converfation and remarks that muft pafs 
lImong planters. 

• 
Have you found it eafy to perfuade the N egr()cs to adopt fuch 

aheration s in the conduCt and management of their own concerns 
as you conceived to be for their advantagc ? 

In particular inftances I have, but in general the Negroes are 
obfiinately wedded to their own cufloms. . 

Have you known frequent infiances of Negroes being poifeifed 
of conliderabJe property? 

In a linall Ifland, like that on which I chiefly relided, it is not to 
be fuppofed that fuch infiances {bould frequently occur ;-'-:belides, 
Negroes, in general, are very jealous of letting their owners or 
managers know what property they really do poftefs. 

Would not a fum equal to the purchafe of his freedom be deem­
ed a conliderable property forLa field Negro? 

It would not be deemed a conliderab.Ie property for a field N e­
gro to be poifeifed of, provided he chofe 'to lay up the money that 
he could earn inflead of [pending it in ornamental drefs for him­
felf and his wiv.es, and other unneceihry articles. 

What then do you imagine a field Negro may be able to earn 
for himfelf, under thofe advantages, or iR thofe circumfiances, in 
which they ufual1y are? 

It is impoffible to an[wer that qucfiion with any degree of pre­
cilion, as it mufi depend entirely on his own indufiry and ex­
ertions. 

Mufi it not alfo depend on the quantity and quality of the 
ground allowed him by his mafier, and the time given him to cul-
tivate it? -

Not nearly fo much as un the quantity of frock and poultry that 
he may raife. 

Has 
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Has a Negro the opportunity to feed his frock to any extent to 
which he may be able to raife it, without cultivating his provi­
fion grounds, or giving to that flock part of the provifi.ons he re­
'ceives for his own u[e ? 

The frock I chiefly allude to is fuch as is fed upon gra[s, par­
ticularly goats, and fometimes {beep, which the Negro always has 
an opportunity of feeding, to a moderate extent, on the pafrllres 
belonging to the eflate ;-his poultry and-his hogs he will pro­
bably feed, partly out of his own allowance of grain, or with what 
he rai[es on his own grounds. 

Are the pafrures belonging to the eflate more than [ufficient to 
keep the mafler's own flock? 

In wet weather they generally are, that is, 'Where the paflures 
are extenfive- in dry weather they certainly are not.- It is to be 
remarked, that during the crop time both the flock of the 
proprietor and of the Slaves are fed with great ea[e from the of.;, 
fals of the canes. - In the Iiland of St. Chriitopher the paflures 
are not fa extenli ve as they are in the ifland of Nevis, and the 
goa to that are kept by the Slaves there are, I think, generally 
flaked with a rope in fame of the fmall pieces of wafle land, or 
near the Negroes own hou[es, where they can more eafi.ly be fed 
by hand. ' 

Are not fevere droughts common, in the Iilands orN evis and St. 
Chrif1:opher? 

They certainly are, and more [0 in the Iiland of Nevis than in 
that of St. Chriflopher. 

Does it not frequently happen that during thofe droughts the 
cattle of the mafier are with difficulty furni!hed with fufficient 
gars? 

I t certainly does fa happen; yet at the fame time it is very re­
markable, that from [orne cau[e or other, the Negro flock feldom or 
eY~r appear to be affected by [llch droughts. 

Are not the managers allowed to keep frock of their own? 
In general not-at leafl fuch as go into the pafl:ures. 

Is not filch flock of the manager, which is not allowed to go 
into thepaftures, fed with grafs picked for the purpo[e ? 

Out of crop time they are fed either with gra[s or fhrubs ga­
thered for that purpo[e. 

By 
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:By whom is that gra[s gathered? 
Generally [peaking, by the gra{s gang belonging to the dratt:. 

W'hat is the lI[ual annual allowance given to furgeons for their 
attendance on the Slaves? 

The lI[ual annual allowance, in the two IDands of which I am 
fpeaki ng, is fix {hillings currency, per head, for each Negro. 
young and old, per annum; but {uch annual allowance is the 
leaft part of the furgeon's profit ariling from their attendance on 
a plantation, as they charge for every night vilit a johannes, which 
is three pounds fix {hillings- for every midwifery cafe, where 
they are called iI', in the Hland of Nevis, they chRrge five johannes, 
and for all capital furgical operations, they charge ill the fame 
proportion-they make likewife a feparate charge for inoculation; 
and, as fome of the moft ufeful medicines required on a planta-

' lion (fuch as bark in parti cul ar) they are generally fupplied by the 
gwners of the eftate, or charged feparately by the furgeons.-Cur­
rency varies from 160 to 1 H7 f per cent. 

Is it ufual for field Negroes to have more than one wife? 
Not very common. 

Is the climate of thofe Wands, and of the Weft Indies in general, 
fuppofed to be congenial to the conftitutions of the African Slaves 
ufually imported? 

I apprehend that, taking the coaft of Guinea altogether, the 
Weft India Wands may be ['lid to be in a healthier climate; tlnd 
yet, from experience, the change of climate, from the coall: of 
'Guinea to the Weft Indies, has very prejudicial effeCts on the con­
fiitutions of the Negroes on thei< firft arrival. 

' Do you recolleCt whether the Negro, who refufed to purchafe 
his. own freedom, but afterwards bought that of his fon, was a 
field Negro? 

To the beft of my recolleCtion, his chief employment is that of 
a filherman; but I do not fpeak with certainty. 

Do you apprehend that the condition of free NegrGes is more 
or lefs eligible than that of Slaves? 

As an abftract quillion, freedom mull: be held preferable to 
flavery; but I very muoh doubt whether, if the Negroes in the 
Weft Indies were to have their freedom granted them. they would 
tbe nearly as happy as they are now? ' 
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It is not meant to be a!ked, whether the condition of the Negroes 

in the Weft Indies, if a general emancipation were to take place, 
would he more or lefs eligjble than it is at prefent; but whether 
the ftate of thofe Negroes in the WeLl: Indies, _who now enjoy 
their freedom, is, in point of fact, more or lefs eligible than that 
of t·hofe who continue in Slavery? 

To fuch of thofe Negroes who have prudence and induftty to 
make a proper ufe of their freedom, a ftate of freedom is preferable, 
but fuch of them who abufe, and make a very ill ufe of fuch free­
dom, I confider as more unhappy than a well inclined Slave. 

Have you not ftated, that it is only the induftrious and well­
difpofed N~gro, who is enabled to furniJh himfelf with the com­
forts of life, in a ftate of Slavery? 

I h:we ftated, or at leaft I me;nt to have feated, that the general 
comforts of life are amply fuppJied to every Slave by his ma!l:er, 
and that an induftrious and well-inclined Negro, is more .likely 
to add to them, than one of a different character. 

Does the mafter generally fupply his Gang Negroes with any 
other articles, than thofe you have already ftated ? 

Speaking of them as a gang, I do not recollect that he does; but 
there are many little oceafional indulgeneies lhewn to de[(irving 
Negroes, that cannot be' particularized. 

Can you ftate what a Free Negro may be fuppo[ed ufually tt) 
carn by following filhing, or thofe other employments to ~hich 
he ufually attends? 

It is impoffible to anfwer that queftion with accuracy. 

Do you not apprehend that a Free Negro can earn more money 
by following fundry kinds of trade, fi(hing, or other employments 
.(beftowing Hpon them the fame time, and the fame degree of 
indu!l:ry) than he could do by hiring himfelf out to do the field 
work of a plantation, at the ufual price which is paid for that fpecies 
of labour ? 

In the pre(ent ftate of the Iflands, and confined as the prefent 
number of Free Negroes is, he certainly can; but if a general 
emancipation was to take place, or if the number of Free Negroes 
was to be greatly increafed, it might probably be otherwife. 

Can it {hen be expe:J:ed, in the prefent !tate in which the Iflands 
are, and have been for forne years, that Free Negroes lhould offer 
themfelves to perform field labour! 

It cannot. 
4 D Can 
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Can you ftate whether tho{e premiums for rearing children, 
which yo u mentioned in the former part of your evidence, have 
been Lontll1L1ed? ' 

I unclerftand they have. 

Can you fay, whether thofe premiums have been productive of 
any good effects? 

I cannot; but I have heard that they have not entirely anfwered 
the purpofes intended. 

Do you appreh~nd that they have, in a confiderahle degree, been 
productive of good efiects? 

I apprehend hitherto they have not. 

On ~hat do you ground that opinion? 
On the information given by a witnefs already examined before 

this Committee. 

Is there a frequent communication between the Weft Indies 
and the coaft of Africa? 

Not very frequent; at leaft from the Ifland I am beft acquainted 
wi th; but there are veffels occafionally fent from the Iilands to' 
trade for Slaves. 

Do not managers frequently keep Negroes to let out as jobbing 
gangs, either to their mafters, or other planters? 

I believe that is very feldom the cafe. 

. Are not the cane pieces, p'rovifions, and other ftores almoft con­
ftantly under the care of watchmen? 

They are generally fo. 

Are free Negroes as well protected from infult and ill ufage as 
Slaves? 

Every law is , as much open to a Free Negro, as it is to a White 
perfon. 

Do you apprehend that the manager of a plantation would be 
thought to have difcharged his duty properly, if the cattle and 
other ftock of his mafter were very much fallen off for want of 
food, while the fimiJar ftock of the Negroes was at the fame time 
in a healthy and thriving condition? 

The fiock of the Negro is rarely or never fimilar to that of his 
mafier's-he has no horned cattle, no horfes, no mules, and feldom 
or ever any {beep. 

Can 



Can it be fuppofed that an African Negro cah be able to lay 
by a fum of money fufficient for the purchafe of his freedom, 
within a !hort period after his importation? . 

Within a !hort period, I !hould Cuppofe he cannot.-I wi!h to 
have it underftood, that in the comparifon I have been led to 
craw, between 'the fituation of Slaves in the Weft Indies and 
Negroes on the coaft of Africa, and likewife between Slaves in 
the Weft Indies and the labouring poor of England, r have had 
in my mind fuch Slaves as may be called tolerably indu{hious 
and provident, which in faB: conftitute the mafs of the Weft India 
Slaves-there are upon moft eftates in the Weft Indies, as well as 
in every part of Europe, individuals totally profligate and incor­
rigible, and upon whom good and bad treatment is equally thrown 
away.-Slave~ of this defcription are generally apt to abCent them­
[elves from the plantations, to fell or difpofe of their doaths, and 
to negleCt the food that is allowed them; and are frequently to I?e 
feen loitering about the fkirts of the towns, and ftrolling along 
the bays and fea-fide, half naked, and apparently half ftarved; and 
I have great reafon to think that the defcriptions which have been 
publi!hed in England, of the fituation of the plantation Slaves in 
the I!lands, have in a great meafure been drawn from a view of fuch 
miferable objeCts as I have defcribed, by people who have tran­
tiently vifited the Sugar Colonies, but have never had a proper 
opportunity of making thernfelves acquainted with the real fitu­
ation and management of a plantation, and the treatment of the 
Slaves thereof. 

You have ftated, that although in the Hland of Nevis there 
is no l<:cal or pofitive law for the proteaion of Slaves, there have 
been *ithin your knowledge and information, int1:ances of per­
fODa indicted in that Iiland on the common law of England, and 
on conviCtion, have been puni!hed for the ill treatment of Slaves 
-YOll are now alked, Whether you do know, or have ever heard 
of any umilar profecutions and judgments in Saint Chrit1:opher's, 
foumled alCo on the operation of the common law of England? 

From very authentic information, I am authorized to fay, that 
there have been three inftances of perfons who have been tried, 
and convieted, and puni!hed for ill treatment of their own Slaves, 
under the commoll law of England, in the mand of St. Chrifto-
pher; and that authenticated tr:mfcripts of fuch conviCtions have 
been fent home fOl; the information of the Houfe of Commons. 

Do not fuch profecutions and judgments plainly evince how 
the police of the Iflands of Nevis and St. Chriftopher have 

8lifrepreCented by the affertions which have been made, that 
in 



in thofe I fl ands there was no law to interpofe between the tyranny 
of the planters and the defencelefs condition of their Slaves? 

I am of opinion it certainly d'oes. 

Were you in the Ifland of Nevis in the year 1782? 
I was. 

Did the Slaves there, before or after the furrender of the If1and 
by capitulation to the French, fhew any difpofition to revol t from 
their old mafters, and go over to the French? 
~ite the contrary. 

Did you ever hear what were the difpofitions of the Slaves in 
St. Chriftopher's, towards their mafters, when that Wand was alfo 
at tacked by the French in 1782 ? 

They exprelfed the moft eager defire to have arms put into their 
hand s, that they m ight be enabled to defend their mafters pro­
perty againft the invaders; and in fome inftances (where the White 
people on the eftates they belonged to were infulted by the French 
foldiers) the Negroes took the moft ample and favage re venge. 

You have been aiked, what might be the amount of the !Jro­
perty which a field Negro i:: the Weft Indies is capable of ac­
quiring by his own induftry-W hat, in yo ur opinion, may be the 
probable amount of the property that common labouring men on 
farms in general, in this kingdom. can be fuppofed to lay uPffrom 
their weekly wages (in many places perhaps not exceeding fix or 
(even fhillings per week) after feeding, clothing, and p3ying Cot­

tage rent for themfelves and families? 
I apprehend that it requires the conftant exertions of the moft 

unremitted induftry for an Englifl1 labourer barely to fupport 
himfelf and family; and that very few of them are able to do 
that without occafional affiftance from the parifh they belong to; 
I therefore think there is very little probability of a labouring poor 
man being able to lay up any thing at all. 

Whether, in faying that in the IIland of Nevis, of your own 
knowledge and information, there had been inftances of the con­
viction and puniihment of perfons for ill treatment of Slaves, on 
the common law of England, you had in view any other than the 
two inftances of murders you before fpecified, one of your own 
knowledge, and the other from- information? 

1 had not. 

Within what periods have the inl1:ances occurred, which you 
have lately mentioned to have happened in the IIland of St. Chrif­

topher 



topher of mafters having been conviaed and puni"nleJ on the "law 
of England for the ill treatment of their own Slaves? 

It was fince the pafijng of the ACt for puniiliing offenders 
guilty of particular kinds of ill treatment to their Negroes _ but 
the indiCtments under which thofe oif.ende"rs were conviCted and 
puniilied were pro(ecuted under the common law of England, as 
will appear from the tranfcripts [emt over to England. 

Do you know of 'any fimilar c"onvifrrons an"d punit11ments, pre­
vious to this period, in the Ifland of St. Chriftopher ? 

I do not. 

Do you know the circumfl:ances oflhe feveral cafes wherein the 
per:ons were convifred and punifhed, in the mand of St. Chrifl:o­
pher, in the inftances juft mentioned? 

I do not rec011eCt having heard the p':trticurar circumfl:ances of 
more than one, which was the cafe of one Strode, and, as far as I 
recolleCt, it was for flitting a .Negro's ear. 

Whether one tnotive for indiCting "the offende"r on the common 
'law rather than on the fiatute, tnightnot be to 'prevent the crimi­
nals being fubjeCt to the feverity of the fentence impofrd by the 
Hatute, that being the forfeit of £.5'00 currency and fix months 
imprifonment, and the afrual fentence on the offenders, Strode 
and Burke, being in the o'ne cafe "the forfeiture -of £.100 currency, 
and in the other that of £. 50 currency, in both cafes without im­
prifonment? 

It is impoffible for me to judge decidedI-y of the motives of 
any man's aCtions, but fuppoiing it fhould adually have been fo, 
il:ill it appears that the perfons of the Negroes are better protc:Ctecl 
by -that colonial law, than they were before by the common 
law of England. 

Whether the [pecial verdiCt of the jt1ty in the cafe of Herbert, 
in 1786, "That he was guilty, [ubjeCl: to the opinion of the 
.. court, if immoderate cOHeilion of a Slave by the mafier be a 
.. crime indiCtable," does not imply a generally prevailing doubt 
of the Slaves being under tbe proteCtion of the law of England? 

It feems to imply a doubt in the breafi of that particular jury, 
but as there teemed to be no doubt of the fame kind in tbe tW(j) 
other cafes, I fhould apprehend that it is no proof of the exifl:ence 
of fuch a general doubt throughout the mand. 

Have you heard of any diiTatisfaCtion that prevailed in the 
.mand after the conviCtion and punifhment of the offenders founel 

4 E guilty 
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gll.i1ty by the two former juries, as having fuff'ered from the intro­
duCtiOn of a new principle of criminal law ? 

1 have not. 

Having faid, in a former anfwer, that, with refpeCt to the pu­
niD1ments infliCted upon the Negroes, no comparifon can be made 
between them and the bbouring poor in Europe, how is that to 
be reconciled with the idea of the Slaves being under the pro­
teCtion of the common law againft the feverity of their own 
mafiers ? 

I confider puniiliment and feverity totally different. 

Can the Slave be fairly held to be under the proteCtion of the 
com mon law, when a trial by his peers cannot be reafonably 
gran ted him? 

The common law may extend to him in fome particulars, 
though not in all. 

Has not the mafier a right, both by cufiom and by the colonial 
laws, to exaCt labour from the Slave by correCtion and compulfion; 
and is not the mafier, by the fame laws, the judge of the labour 
to be exaCted? 

By cufiom the mafier fuppofes he has that right; but I know 
of no law that ' gives him fuch right, any otherwife than fuppofing 
fuch right aCtually to have exified before the pailing of fuch 
law. 

Is not that right fuppofed to exifi in the relation between 
owner and Slave; and is it not in faCt exercifed, without being 
-impeded by any pofitive law to the contrary ? 

It appears to me, that the fiatute law of Englanrl fuppofes that 
right to exifi in the mafier, as clearly as any colonial laws, as 
many aCts of parliament have paffed relating to the" colonies, which 
would be palpably abfurd, without fuppofing fuch right aCtually 
to exifi. 

Can then any fair comparifon be made between the fituation of 
a Slave 'in the Wefi Indies, and that of the labouring poor in this 
country? 

I think it can; and fiill think that fnch comparifon will turn 
'out much to the advantage of the Negro Slave, taking the whole 
of their refpeCtive fituations together. . 

Under thofe circumftances, can the Slave 
proteCtion of the common law of England? 

I have anfwered that quefiion before. 

be [aid to enjoy the 

Whatever 



Whatever might be the motives for profecuting i)1 the cafes of 
Strode and Burke, on the common law of England, and not 'On 

the newly-made fiatute of the Wand. does not the moue adopted 
demonfirate, that in the opinion of thofe who conduCted tht: pro­
fecut ions in behalf of the Crown, that the ftatute created no new 
indiCtable offence; but that an act of wanton cruelty by a mafter. 
over the perfon of his Slave, was a mlfdemeanor indiCtable at the 
common law in that Ifland before the ftatute pa{fed. 

I think it does? 

And then the CounCe! and Witne[s were direCted to 
withdraw. 

Veneris, 12° die MartH 1790. 

COunfe! called in as before; and the Counfel proceeded further 
in their examination, and called 

ALE X AND E R D 0 U G LAS, Efquire. 

Of what place are you a native? 
Of Scotland. 

Have you ever relided in the Illand of Saint Chriftopher-how 
long ago, and for wha't length of time? ' 

FrolIl 1749 to 1771. excepting a few months. when I was in 
England. 

Had you any plantation there? 
I had a leafe of a part of a plantation there. 

During the time you relided there. did you manage or direCt any 
cftates befides your own? ' 

I did-two. 

Was you not attorney to {everal eftates. the' owners of which 
were abfent ? 

I was, 
; 

How many Negroes might you hav~ under yO\lr care? 
About 
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About a fixth 0r feventh part of the whole number of Negmes 

~n the Wand. 

What fuccefs had you in breeding and rearing children on your 
own dbate, and the other ell:ates you have mentiofled ? 

We were never able to keep up our fiock without importation; 
hut I am fpeaking of what happened ncar twenty years ago. 

Do you recollect what was the general proportion of males to 
females on the e£l:ates you have mentioned? 

-On the efiate of which I had ·and have a leafe, I believe the 
numbers are 100 males, and 115 females; but in general, I believe, 
the number of males exceed the number of females-and, even 
on that efrate on which the number of males are 100, and females 
1 r 5, the frock has not been kept up by \;)r€eding. 

Was it a particular object of your attention to increafe the 
number of Negroes-by'br(!eding? 

Mo£l: certainly it was. 

Do you think it pollible that Saint Chri£l:opher's, or the Iilands 
in general, could be cultivated by White perfons, or Free Ne-
groes? . 

I think it impoffible-that ·white people cOll'ld undergo the labour 
of field work in that climate-and the Free Negroes are too idle 
to work in the field for hire; and I never knew an in:(lance of 
their fa doing. 

Do you think it probable that the proprietors could keep up the 
fiock of tbe 'Negroes neceifary for the cultivation of their efiates, 
by fuch Negroes as they can breed? 

I think not. 

What are your reaCons for that opinion? 
I have tried it, and failed in the attempt. 

Do you conceive that one of the' caufes arifes r£<>m ·over-work­
" ing, neglecting, or ill treating the Negroes r 

I do not fuppofe that it is the cafe • 

. Is any particular attention !hewn to . F>Teg[}ant 'and ~ylflg-ill 
women? . 

After they are fix months gone with child, they do as they 
pleafe.-it has been affigned as a rea[on, that the indolent life the 
Dlo.ther leads .. has been one caufe of tae cruWioo .dyiv,g within 

the 



[ 28 9 ] 

the ninth day of the locked jaw. They are attended - by a mid ­
wife, and fick nurfe "vhen brought to bed, and they have every 
thing neceffary in their condition- they have alfo the affifiance of 
a plantation furgeon if required-and, I believe, mofi people fend 
to England for baby-cloaths, in cafe the mother ihould be too in­
dolent (which fometimes happens) to provide them. 

What was the general allowance of food given to Negroes in 
addition to the produce of their own grounds, IVhile you lived at 
St. Chrifl:opher's? 

From fix to eight pints of flour, beans, and Indian corn, or a 
baiket of yams-I have planted from twelve to fifteen acres of 
the cane land in yams, with which I have been able to feed the 
Negroes, fometi~es for nine months together; but the qu~ntity 
produced depends upon the weather- each Slave has alfo iIX or 
eight herrings a week, or fal t fiih in proportion; and, at Chrift­
mas, they have (alted beef- Vilith regard to their allowance, it is 
more or lefs, as the mafiers fee their neceffities require. 

Do you apprehend the allowance made to them, when added to 
the produce of their own Grounds, is fuflicient for their fup­
port? 

The good Negroes live in plenty-the vagrants are often ill 
want, and it is impoilible to prevent it. 

Have not the good Negroes in general" a furplus beyond what 
they want, to difpofe of for their own benefit? 

They have very large quantities of grafs, wood, poultry, pigs, 
goats, and roots, to fend to market to fell. 

, 
-At what hour are the Negroes difmiffed from their labour in 

crop time, and out of crop time? 
In crop-time, thofe who grind all night divide their gangs 

into three or four fpells to relieve each other; but I underfiand, 
of late molt efiates have left off tbe praCtice of grinding in the 
night. Out 'Of crop-time, they are generally difcharged at about 
fix or feven o'clock in the evening, and called out in the morn­
ing at about fix o'clock, at day-light. 

Do you conceive, that at ar-), time or feafon of the year, the 
rerpite granted to Negroes, in the Ifland of Saint Chrifiopher, from 
their labour, amounts only to four or five hours out of the 
twenty-four ? 

I think they have from nine to eleven hours refpite" 

4 F Are 
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.Are not the Negroes univerfally healthier I II crop- time tha r~ 
at any other feafon of the year? 

They moll certainly are. 

Do you confider the labour of J- I' .ands in Saint ChriUo­
pher's to be more fevere than in , o."other Wands? 

The texture of the bnd at Sa int Chriil:opher's is loofer than in 
the other Wands, and confequently it is eaGer to hole. 

At what age is a Creole Negro put into the holing or able 
gang? 

T hat depends i'n a great meafure on his growth or Ilrength; 
but perhaps at fixteen, feventeen, or eighteen years of age. 

Is it your opinion, from the obfervatioD:) you have made, . th:1t 
m ail:ers in their behaviour to their Slaves are aCt uated by a con­
ftant fufpicious jealo~(y, which is not fatisfied by any exertion, 
or foftened by any attachment of the Slaves? 

This to me is perfeCtly new-I never heard fuch an idea fug­
gelled till within thefe two years. 

, 
Can it be faid, with any degree of truth, that mailers treat thei. 

Slaves in Saint Chrillopher's with a fpitefl!il degree of feverity? 
I know no inil:ance of it. 

OEellion repeated. 
I think not ,-It is contrary to every idea I ever entertained 0 11 

the fubjeCt. 

Have you known or heard of any inl1:ances of kindne[s, com­
paffion. and attachment from mailers to thei,!' Slaves ? 

I conceive that all mailers treat them with compaffion, as being 
the moll valuable poifeffion they have.-There may be inftances of 
feverity, but not of my recollecring. 

Do you conceive that the treatment of N egroes in St. Chrif­
topher 's is better or wode fince you left that If1and, than while you 
refi ded there? 

By every account that I ha\re received, I ihould fuppo[e, if there 
was any difference, it is for the better. 

Do you not cOllcei ve, that every proprietor willies to breed as 
many Negroes as he can? 

Every proprietor that has common fenCe, I think, does. 

What is the difference between the value of a Creole Negro, 
and 
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'and one ]u!l: imported, fuppofing them to be of equal age, and, to 
all appearance, equally !l:rong and able? 

I !hould fuppofe. from the ' .1Owledge of the good quality 
of the Creole, the Creolu -i:', r1 be worth two, at the leafi, 
or perhaps three of the new'~- dport d Negro, whofe qualities 
the proprietor mu!l: be fuppofed to be ignorant of. 

Where the pmprietor is abfent, do you conceive that the per­
fans entru!l:ed with the management of his e!l:ate have any reluc­
tance, or !hew any want of attention to rearing and breeding Ne­
gro children? 
~ite the contrary. 

Do you apprehend that the manager being a married man is a 
circumftance that would generally <;:ontribute to breeding among 
the Negroes, or would not fuch effect depend upon the temper and 
difpofition of the wife? . 

I believe the planters generally prefer a lingle man to a married 
man, unlefs the wife happens to be remarkably careful and atten­
tive to the plantation Negroes. 

Of the fix plantations mentioned in the paper which the reve­
fend Mr. Ramfay delivered in to the Privy Council, will you 
fiate h9W long the proprietors have been abfent, and the care of 
them left to managers? 

I believe abou t four of the proprietors . never were in the We!l: 
Indies in my time, of courfe their affairs were left to managers 
and attornies-Mr.Molyneux was there for a !hort time; about a 
twelvemonth, I believe-Mr. Crook, after a long refidence in 
England,. fpent a few of the laft years of his life in St. Chri!l:o­
pher's, where he died. 

Haye you ever feen the treafurer's account of the number of 
Negroes in St. Chrifiopher's, in the year )76~ , and what was the 
amount of that number? 

have-the amount was 24.781. 

Have you ever feen the account of the number of Negroes in 
the different pari!hes of St. Chri!l:opher's, in the year 1788, which 
was tranfmitted by the Ifland, and delivered in to the Privy 

' f'-UUIl""U; and what was the amount of that number? 
I have-the amount was 20,435' 

your experience and obfervation, is it your opinion, that 
the 
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the Negroes have more or fewer comforts than the h bouring poor 
of Europe? 

l\:1yopinion is, the Negroes have certainly more comforts­
they do not work fo hard, and they have a mafi:er to take care of 
them and their children when they are fick. 

What effect would the abolition of the Sl ave Trade, in your 
judgment, have on the minds of the N egroes now actually in the 
Colonies? 

Ilhould conceive the efFect would be fedition and difobedicnce 
to their mafiers - from ail app rehenfion that their labour would 
be greater as the gang decreaiecl, and there. being no hopes of 
affifiance from the u[ual [ource of importation from Africa, as 
heretofore. 

If the trade was to be aboliibetl, do you th ink it would be 
pr!tcticabl e to prevent the bl1yi n (~ Negroes in foreign l11ands, and 
in tr oducing them into the Engli{h Wands? 

1 do not think the wit of man" uld fra me fuch an act as would 
prevent the importation, and that every man would naturallyaffift 
his neighbour in the common cau[e. 

E xamined by the Members of the Committee. 

W hat was the largefi: and what the lmallefl: allowance of food 
given to every field Negro? 

I th illk (rom fix to eight pints of flour, beans, peas, and Indian 
corn per week, to each Negro, and the number of herrings from 
five to eight. 

Do you recollect any inllances of criminal proceedings againft 
Vlhite men for offences againll: Slaves, during the time of your 
refidencc in the Well: Indies ? 

I do not recollect any ; but one or two were threatened with 
pro[ecu tions, and left the Wand in contequence. 

Do you recollect: the circumftances of thefe particlllu cafes ~ 
I do not. 

What was the number of your whole gang? 
Two hundred and fifteen. 

What was the extent of your ell:ate ? 
I cannot fay, but I 1hould fuppofe about 25o.acres. 
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.00 you .recolleCt the propottiol~ of your annuallo[s ! 
I do not. 

Was your 10[s chiefly among the infants or adults? 
>I cannot fay- we 10ft .a .great many infants- there were a great 

many very old people on the eftate, at the time I came into poflef­
fion of it-it is a healthy part of the I{:\all.d where the eftate is 
fituated. 

Is the .allowance you have Rated t·o be givefl to the Negroes, 
alfo extended to the children? ' 

Very young children I think have half the aHowance- I recol­
leCt a circumftance which I will fiate. - I had a complaint from 
fome of the mothers Gf families, that they had not time to pre­
pare viCtuals for their children- I have always looked on the 
:breeding womern as the mGft valuable pa,rt of the gang, from their 
fobriety, and their always keeping at home- my anfwer to the ap­
plication was, that I would have a certain quantity of provifions 
ready dreJTed for their children every day - they came for this 
allowance punctually for a week or two, o·r 10flge·r; but in the end 
they dropt off one by one till nOlle came, and I thea difcontinu.ed 
the praCtice. 

Are epidemical difeafes ever f ,lta! to the Negro~s in the Hland 
-of Saint Ch.riflopher ? 

Yes-when I was in the Il1and, Mr. Thomas loil: thirty-four of 
.his beft Negroes in one feafon by a flux. 

How many .did his gang conlift of? 
From 1}0 to 200; and I believe Mr. Th0mas was remarkable 

for his -care of his Negroes. 

Do you believe that the inftances of 10JTes of Negroes byepi­
«]emical difeafes are uncommon in the Iiland of Saint Chrifto­
pher? 

No. 

By what me;ms could thefe 10JTes of Negf0es be flipplied but 
by the trade from Afric.a to Sa·int Chrifiopher's ? 

I know no other means. 

Do you recolleCt whether an epidemical diforde, prevailed 
4- G throughout 
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-throughout the Wand in the year wherein Mr. Thomas loll: the 
thirty-four Negroes? 

-1 cannot fay • 

. And then the Wltnefs was direfred to withdraw • 

. And the Counfel informed the Committee, that they had 
elofed their cafe, referving only the liberty for the agent 
to produce any written or printed documents, which he 
may think proper to lay before the Committee, for their 
further information. 

And then the Counfe1 were direfred .to withdraw . 

. RESOLVED, 
That the agent be permitted to produce fuch written or 

printed documents. 

And the Counfel were called in, and . acquainted 
therewith. 

And then ther were again directed ,to withdraw. 

RESOLVE D, 
That this Examination of Mr. Thomas, Mr. Tobin, and 

Mr. Douglas. be reported to the Houfe. 
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MIN UTE S, e5c. 
REP 0 R TED TOT H E H 0 USE. 

J7eneris, 19° die Martii 1790. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed for the 

Purpofe of taking the Examination of fuch Witneife. 

as {hall be produced on the Part of the feveral Peti­

tioners, who have petitioned the Houfe of Commons 

againfi the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

Sabbati, 13° die MartH 1790. 

"MR. Burton, Counfel for the Petition of John Burton and 
William Hutchinfon, Efquires, Agents for the Iiland of Antigua, 
was called in. ' 

And the Counfel produced an act of the A{fembly of Anti­
gua, pa{fed in the year 1675, intituled, " An Act for en­
" couraging the Royal Company in England for the fup­
" plying this Hland with Negroes;" and alfo, an act of the 
faid A{fembly, pa{fed in the year 1692, intituled, " An 
" Act for quieting the inhabitants of this I1land in their 
4. prefent Po{feffions, and preventing litigious Law Suits."­
And the faid firfi mentioned act, and alfo an Abfiract of 
the lall: mentioned Act, were read, and are as follow; viz. 

4 H .. LEEWARD 



"LEEWARD ISLANDS. 

CI Regifter to 
U to be ap .. 
ill' pointed 
" who /hall 
H record 
" all con-
U trathmade 
" for Ne-
H groes 
" brought 
" hither; 

" An Act for encouraging the Royal Company 
" in England, for the fupplying this Iiland 
cc with Negroes. 

" W hereas it hath pleafed the Royal African Com­
" pany in England, their commiffioners, agents, 
" and facto rs, to appoint the Wand of Nevis to he 
" the mart or place for delivering of Negroes for 
" His Majefty's Leeward Charibbee Wands, in 
" America, whereof this is one, as al(o for the 
" payment of the goods contracted for the fame, 
" which happens to be very prejudicial to H is 
« Majefty's fubjects, the inhabitants of this Wand, 
" in regard this is the windermoll: of His Majef-

ty's IOands, fo that the Negroes whi :::h are 
" brought to Nevis are fold and difpofed of before 
" any Notice can be given us; and moreover, for 
" the inhabitants here to go down to Nevis to buy 
" Negroes, and to carry afterwards their goods to 
" make payment, is a matter very difadvantageous 
" to the inhabitants here, who are altogether dif­
cc appoin ted of the common advantage and conve­
" niences of His Majell:y's gracious inten tions to­
" wards them, in His Royal Charter or grant to the 
" faid Royal Company, and is as what we prefume 
" altogether unknown to the faid Royal Company, 
" as a](o the conveniences and advantages that will 
" ari(e to them(elves as well as we, by delivering 
" Negroes, and receiving their payment here, which 
" we doubt not but they will eafily aifent unto, 
ce when they {hall be truly informed therein. 

" zd. And for their better encouragement in that 
" particular, and the making fure paymenJ for 
" luch Negroes as (hall be brought hither and put 
" to fale for the future. 

" 3d. Be it, and it is hereby enaCted by the allthority 
" aforefaid, That whenfoevc;r it (hall feem meet 
" unto tbe Royal Company, their COlllllliffioners, 
" agents, or faCtors, or any under them, to bring to 
" this Wand any Negroes for fale, that an able 
" and fit perfon be, by the govetnor of this Wand 
" for the time being, appointed to be regill:er of 

" this 
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" this Wand, for the taking, r~giftering, and keep­
" ing all fuch cOlltra<'1 or contra<'1s that {hall at 
" any time be mil de by and between any agent, 
" fa<'1or, or fervant to the faid Royal Company, and 
" any inhabitant of thi s Ifland, that {hall at any 
" time buy or contra<'1 for any Negro or Negroes 
" within this Ifland, e'ither on boa'td the {hip 
" wherein ftlch Negroes {hall be brought, or on 
" {hore, where fuch agents, fa<'1ors, or fervants 
" '{hall appoint, within the [aid Wand. 

" 4th. And the faid perf on fo appointed to be fworn 
" upon the Holy Evangelifts of God, true entry 
" and record to make of all f\.)ch contraCts to be 
" made as aforefaid, in a book fairly writ ten, and 
" {hall attd!: the fame under his hand. 

5th. And ill cafe any Planter, or other perfon or per­
" fons within this Hland, {hall on his part fail of 
" making juft payment, according to f~ch con tra<'1 
" entered and recorded by the faid Regifter, the 
" faid agent, fa<'101", or fervant, or any of them, law­
" fully impowered, upon complaint made thereof 
" to the governor of this Hland for the time be­
" ing, {hall, within twenty-four hours after fuch 
" complaint made, have a fpecial court appointed 
" to be held for trial of fuch complaints, upon the 
" ordinary ch8,rges of other courts, without paying 
" extraordinary fees, as in fp ecial courts is ufual, 

where the entry and record made by the regifter 
" to be appointed as aforefaid, {hall be held and 
" deemed good evidence, and fufllcient to convi<'1 
" the party offending, or making breach of any pay­
" ments, or fuch contra<'1s, and upon fuch evidence 
" judgment Dlall be granted againft the defendant, 
" and execution . {hall, in three days after the faid 
" judgment, iifue againft fuch perfon fo condemn-

ed, for the fum and quantity of goods or money 
fo contracted for and recorded as aforefaid, with­

" out any coft of fuit or otherwife, to be paid by 
'c the faid agents, fa<'1o:s, [ervants, or any impow­
" ered lawfully by or under them; but that aU 
" fuch cofts and charges iliall be taken from the 
" defendant, as alfo the fees hereafter appointed 
" to be paid unto the faid regifter for his record, 
" in due performance of what is by this A<'1 in­
•• joined him; (that is to c,'ly) thirty pounds of to-

" bacc0 

" and {hall 
" be (worn , 
c; &c. and 
" atte!l: all 
" concrath. 

" Perfons not 
" fulfilling 
H their cod-
" cratl::s. 

" Special 
" court Chan 
" be appoint­
ee ed for erial 
H of com-
,I plaints; 

Hand regif­
" ter's en::ry 
" Iball be 
(( fl<ffid~Tit 
" to con viet 
" the party,. 
" ane. execu­
" tion iffue 
" in three 
" days after 
C( judgment 
" againft de­
U fend ant 
" with eoCh 
" of fuit. 



II , l'lt.>gifler"9 
,II I fees to be 
" paid per 
.. buyer. 

~, bacco for each contract that !hall be fa made and 
H recorded as aforefaid, to be paid by the buyer or 
" contractor thereof, any law, cullom, or ufage to 
" the contrary in anywife notwithftanding. 

~, Dated the 3d Day of May 1675. 

" PHILIP WARNER • 

.. , RICHARD BORASTON, Speaker." 

.. ~ ANTIGU A. 

" Nrgroes 
c, made in­
""1 heritacce.. 

" An Act for quieting the inhabitants of 
" this Ifland in their prefent Poifeffions, 
" and preventing litigiou s Law Suits • 

.. , 9th. And whereas many perfons heretofore de­
" ceafed-ft:ood poife1fed of a good quantity oflands 
" and tenements, and number of Negroes, fome of 
.. which perfon s made their wills and tellaments, 
.. nominating their executors therein, and others 
" died inteft:ate, leaving the-ir Negroes, and other 
.. goods and chattels, to be difpored of by the admi­
" nift:rator or adminift:rators to be appoin ted, which 
" faidexecutors and adminift:rators, by virtue of their 
" executor!hip and adminillration, inventoried and 
.. appraifed the faid Negroes, and difpofed of them 
.. as other chattels, which oftentimes proved a 
" ru in to the intereft: or eft:ate, and left the widow 
" and children in a bad condition. 

" loth. For the prevention thereof for the future 
" be it, and it is by the authority -aforefaid, That 
.. all Negro Slaves and other Slaves, after the date 
.. of this aCt, {hall and are hereby declared to be 
.. inheritance, and affixed to the freehold, and the 
.. widow capable of being endowed thereof: Pro­
" vided always, That any executor or adminillrator • 
.. , may inventory the faid Negroes, but not take 
.. them into his cullody, to the intent that if 
.. there !hall not be fufficient goods and chattels to 
.. pay the deceafed's debts, that then the faid Ne­
t.< groes are liable to be taken for payment of the faid 
H debts. and be as chattels to that purpofe, and 

. " nQ 
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~. no otherwife.-Dated in Antigl!Ia, 21ft J uly, 
'" 4- William and Mary, 1692 • 

" CHRISTOPHER CODRINGTON . 

.. , JOHN LUCA~, Speaker." 

The Counfd then called, 

THO MAS NOR BUR Y K E R BY, Efquire. 

Are you a native of the mand of Antigua? 
,1 am. 

W hen did you lealle ,the Wand? 
.I n the year J i62. 

When did you return again to the Ifland? 
I n Febraary 1780. 

How long did YOI1 refide in the mand on your laft return ? 
Till July li88. 

H ad you a feat in any part of the -legiilature of that Jiland ? 
I was a .member of. the Houfe of Affemby till early in the year 

'1784-.-1 then received a mandamus from home, a.ppointing me to 
a feat at the council board. 

\y,ere you a proprietor of any eftates in the Wand, and were 
yo .. concerned .for any other eftates as Attorney, or -in any other 
wa.Y? 

1 am porreifea of two fugar plantations-and have aCl:ed as at­
torney for different friends at different 'period(. 

Had thofe eftates, of which you are a prqprietor. been anytime 
in l our family, and did they defcend to .you ? 

cannot exaCl:ly afcertain for how many years they had been 
in my family but they had been for a confiderable length of time, 
'and defcended to me. 

Is it your opinion that the eftates in general in the ifland are 
ulJr.or weakly handed? 

4 l 1 am 
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I am ' of ·opinion that moA: of the eftates in the mand ar-e im. 

want of Negroes • 

. Can you f~y in what .proportion., or in what number, thofe 
'eilates are in want of Negroes? 

I cannot lpeak with certainty as to that queftion. 

Are your own ellates, .and thofe for which you are concerned" 
full y or weakly handed.? 

One of my own eftates ,is Jufficiently handed, the other. no.t 
fa-and, with refpett to thofe I am concerned Jar, fame are fuf­
'ficiently handed, and others in want of Slaves .. 

Do you think the ·naturaLincreafe in the ifiand ,equal to the de­
creafe? 

I {bould prefume, as far as my judgment goes, that there may 
be as many bo.rnas ,~i~ bu.t by no Iru:aDS raifed to years of matu­
,rity. 

Is the iflcreafe on -your own eftates., and thofe for Which you are 
concerned. equal ,to the decreafd , 

On one of my own eftates it is-on the other it is not-all one 
for which I am concerned it is aifoequal, on the.others :it is·.not. 

On that eftate which you fay the increafc: .is equal to the de­
,creafe, what number of thofe are ,ceared, and.if Dot all, why not? . 

I cannot exa.&ly afcertain 'the numbers raifed, :but certainly not. 
all that are born; .as many die within nine d~ys of a di.forder .called' 
the tetanu-s. 

Can you affign aAY other ,caufe in general, w.hy on that eRate as 
<well as other eftates, the .children are not .reared, and arrive to:i 
ftate of maturityP 

1 believe many children die,from .the inattention.of the mothers­
'as they are ap.t to confider -young .children an incumbrance a.nd 
a great bar to t·heir .pleafures i ,nd as it. is the means ,of p'k'~veptins 
their npctlJJ:JJ.al meetings and datte66.-FFQm havi~ been .very up;~ 
fuccefsful in raifingchildren on :one of my-ow,n eftat~s, I built a ly­
ing-in hofpital in hopes of:hav.ing .the women, d.uriIlJ the cJme 
their lying-in, mQre immediately under the eye of the wlwagc:r.JIiIHI 
,by that !Ileaqs greater ,care would 'be ,paid to the 
required by perfons in that fitna1lion..;..but {roUl tbe. d1ip~.~. 
,theN~groes., and .their being.8reat~y averie to~very 
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ment, my endeavours hadllot proved, when i left the mand,' very 
beneficial, and I am apt to believe, fince my leaving the Ifland, that 
.my loffes have frill continued in the fame proportion. 

On that eftate, .in which you fay t·heincreafe is not equal to the 
decreafe, have you made any experiments with refpect to fituatiorl 
of the Negro houfes, in order to obviate any difficulties which you 
might have fuppofed to have arifen f-rom that circumfiance ? 

Upon my arrival .in the Wefr Indies, 1 Hnderfrood that the N e­
gro houfes on that particular efiate had farmerly Rood expofed to 
the north wind, and that medical perfons had advifed .their being 
rebuilt in a different fitl!lation, which was immediately complied 
with-and yet my Ioifes {till continue, a-lthough I am confident 
there is no etl:ate whatever has greater attention paid to the Ne­
groes in every.fituation., but particularly .to ,the breeding W0men 
and children. 

Are the Negro women par-ticularly ,partial to .their own mid­
wives, and may not.lo.ffes be fufiained by their ignorance-and d@ 
you know any in fiance w.here they have fhewf.l that partiality? 

They are-it once happened upon my olleefiate, ,that a woman 
was in Jabour, and was r.eported to me as being in a .dangerous 
fituatiotl-I immediately went to her friends, ,an.d jnformed them 
that I had fent for a med.jcal perfon to give 'her eve;::y affifiance in 
his power-the anfwer I . receive~ was, .that.if the doctor came he 
{hGuld not attend her~ as {he preferred the fervice of the midwife 
belonging to the efrate-fue was delivered before the arrival of 
the doctor-J have no doubt .but that loifes are Iufiained from 
the want of 1kilI in fome oLthe .midwives who practife. 

Uo you believe that, .0n the efrates .in .general, the ,Planters ,en­
deavourto .rectify the want of {kill in :the midwiv,es by the cal­
ling in of phyficians at different times? 

Whenever a difficult cafe .Qccurs, ,1 .believ.e .a medicalperfon 
is always employed. 

Is it U{UaltD give premiums to .mothers or mi.dwives, in order 
,to encourage them to pay every atten.tion to the infants in order 
,to rear .them, and bring them to matyrity, and .what .is .that pre­
mium? 

It is the practice on my own eftates, and thofe for which I 
'have been concerned, to pay the mid wife for every child that.is 
,born-and I alfo, by way of encouragement to the mothers, have 
made them ,fome ,prefent. generally about Chrifimas. 

Do 
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Do you at all afcribe the f.tilure of increa[e and rearing of 
childr~n to hard labour. rigorous treatment, or improper food of 
the m'other, either while pregnant or afterwards? 

Certainly not. 

Are there any indulgencies allowed to pregnant women? 
As foon as a woman makes it known that [he is with child. 

and that hard labour would be injurious to her, every attention 
is paid to her lltuution. 

What time before her confinement is [he relieved from hard 
'labour ? 

I believe it to be a generJ.I praCtice to remove a woman from 
every kind of hard hbour by .the time {he is four months gone 
with ch ild.-It [omtlimes hapFens they 00 not .lye-in for fix or 
[Cl'ell months after fueh remOV,l!. 

What attention is l1,ewn them during their confinement? 
The women ill that iituation are always attended by the nur[e 

of the efbte, and fome of their own immediate female friends, 
.2nd C,lre is taken that they a.e [upplied with every kind of 
nouril1llnent nece1Tary-and it is my own ptaCtice to allow [uch 
baby linen as is wanting upon the Qccafian. 

What .time after the women are delivered .is ,it that they return 
to labour in the field'? 

It is my praCtice to make the women bring their children to 
me at the expiration of the fourth week.-l then order them to 
[nch work as I thillk they are capable of bearing.-I believe a 
woman never goes to hard labour till the end of" fix weeks. 

What attention is paid to the .children .themCelve!\, and e[pe­
cia1ly to thofe of carelefs mothers? 

The .children of .car<;<lcfs mothers are always put under the 
care of one of the nur[es, who pay every attention to them 
during the abfence of the mothers in the field-to the children 
of other mothers every attention, with refpeCt to food and lodg­
ing, is paid to them, though they !lre not taken from [uch mo­
thers, and .put "l11der the care of .nutfes. 

Does the mafier ,proportion the labour of children to their 
firength? 

In every infiance the work of an enate is proportioned to .the 
.ability of the Negro. 

Hav.c 
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Have the efiates in general a proportionate number of female, 
to breed from? 

No. 

Have you on your own efiates ? 
No. 

Can you at all times procure, out of the cargo of Slaves, fuch 
breeding females as you may conceive your efiates are in want 
of? 

No-as the proportion of females brought from the Coafi of 
Africa is very inadequate to the quantity required. 

Not having a fufficient number of females to breed from, would 
thc difficulty of keeping up your prefent fiock, weak .as you fay 
it is, be greatly increafed by the prevention of a further fupply 
from Aft·ica .? 

It is my opinion, it wou1d be impoffible to keep up the prefent 
flock without a fupply from Africa. 

But had you an equal number of women as men, do you con­
ceive the fiock of Slaves in the Wand would be kept up by breed­
ing, without annual importati.ons from Africa? 

When we recollect the di[orders that per[ons in the Wefi Indies 
are fubject to, and the dreadful ravages that are often occafioned by 
epidemical diforders, I am confident it would be impraCticable­
And, to prove lily aiTertion, I think it proper to mention, that in 
the year 1779. it was the general reputation of the ifiand, and from 
the 10iTes on my own eftate, I verily beFeve, one-fifth part of all 
the Negroes were carried off by a dyfentery-in the year 1782, a 
coniiderable number were carried off by an epidemic pleurify­
in the year 1783, a great number were carried off by the meailes­
and, in the· year 1786, heavy 10iTes were fuftained by the fmall pox 
and chin cough, although ,every attent.ion was paid to inocula­
tion. 

Suppofe the increafe to be equal to the decreafe, and hat yon 
J1lOuld be able to rear all that are born, at what age can fuch in­
creafe with propriety be introduced to the hardefi labours of the 
field? 

Generally fpeaking, I ihould fuppo[e from the age of 18 to 20-
but [orne confiitutions are more capable of labour at an earlier 
period. 

Suppofe you ihould lofe any i;)f your able Negroes before the 
4 K Creoles 



Creoles arr ived at that age ; where would you refort to for fup­
ply? 

If the African Trade was abolilhed, a proportion of my land 
muIl: remain uncultivated, or my young Negroes be brought for­
ward at too early a period. 

Do you mean to fay then, that if the trade was not abolilhed, 
you wou ld look to Afric:! for a fupply ? 

Certainly. 

Do you confider that the early introduction of the young Ne­
groes would be an additional caufe of the diminution of, the 
num bel' of Negroes? 

It is l1'Jy opinion that every Negro brought forward to work 
beyond h is firength mufi be worn out at a very e:!rIy period. 

You have fiated that, in the years 1779, 1782, 1783, aod 1786 .. 
there was great mortality among the negroes, have thofe lofics 
been yet repaired? 

With refpeCt to my own efiates they have not-although I have 
been in the conftant habit of purchafing Negroes whenever I have 
been able to meet with them for fale, either from Africa or elfe­
where, as far as my abilities permitt€d me to go; but hav­
ing experienced feveral·bad years, few planter"!, have been able to 
layout fufficient to' repair their loffes. 

W hat were the crops in the Wand in 1779, 1780, and 1781 ? 
Generally very bad-with refpeCt to my own efiates, I did 

not make as much in the courfe of the three years as 1 ought tel) 
have made in one .. year. . 

Suppofethere had been good crops in thofe three years, and . 
there had been no fupplies in the courfe of that time from Africa, 
is it your opinion that thofe good crops could have b€en -taken 
off? 

I am of opinion that, if a large crop had happened in the 
year '780 and 1781, it would have been impl'lffible for thl! Ne­
groes then on the Hland to have done the labour of the eft:atest 

If the African trade fhould be abolilhed,. and the 
. again experience fuch calamitous years a$ J1f9. l.7ft~ 
and 1786, what would be tlIe oonfequenco , 

Gr!!at part of the land now under cultivation muft 

Does the produce of the plantations. lioth iA qw!Ji~ii"~InffL1a-



lity in a great meafure depend on the ftrength of the eftate, and 
the ability to take off the crop in proper time? 

It has been generally found, that thofe eftates which are beft 
handed, or have moft Negroes, make in proportion the largefi: 
crops. 

What effetl: do you imagine the abolition of the Slave trade 
would have on the minds of the Negroes now on the Wand? 

Were fuch an event abfolutely to t ake place, I believe all the 
Negroes would be extremely concerned, as they would be certain 
the labour would fall altcgether upon themfelves-it is very ge­
nerally known, that Negroes exprefs much fatisfattion whenever 
they hear of the arrival of a {bip with Slaves, and frequently 
apply to their mafters to purchafe a few more helpmates. 

What is the' price of a Slave now, and what was it before the 
news of the intended abolition of the Slave Trade reached the 
Iiland? 

I can only fpeak of the prices, as far back as July 1788, having 
at that time left the Weft Indies-at that time I paid forty­
two pounds fterling for the fame kind of Negro, which I had, ill 
the year 1787, purchafed for thirty-fix pounds il:erling. 

Had the news of the intended abolition reached the Wand be­
fore you left it? 

I attribute the a.Jteration in price entirely to the report of the 
abolition, which had reached the Weft Indies. 

\Vhat is the value of a Creole, in comparifon to a ilave newly 
imported? 

I Cannot anfwer that quefiion; but I {bould certainly prefer iI. 

Creole, even at an advanced price. 

Does the planter prefer breeding of Slaves to purchafing ther.n 
from Africa? 

I {bould prefume, every planter who ftudies his own intefefl-. 
would prefer the breeding of Daves to the purchafing them from 
Africa. 

Is there any particular attention paid to Negroes newly im­
ported from A.frica ? 

I believe it IS a conItant pratl:ice amongfl: pLtnters, when they 
purchafe a lot of !laves from Africa, to pay every Httenti6n to 
them. and to give them nec~if.1ry time for their recovery from the 

fatigue 
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fatigue of the voyage; and it is fome time before they are put to 
labour. 

How are the Negroes in general fed, clothed, and lodged? 
Univerfally at the expence of their mafiers-they are lodg~d in 

none, wattled and daubed, and wooden houfes, built originally 
at their mafier's expence, and kept in repair by him-or byallow­
ing the Negro fuch time as is requifite for making fuch repair ;­
they are cloathed (fpeaking of the praCtice of my own efiates, :md 
thofe under my direCtion) with one fuit of woollen, and one fuit 
of Ofnaburg's, annually-with refpeB: to food, the allowance they 
receive confifis of oatmeal, Indian corn, meal, and flour, with a 
proportion of herrings or falt-fith, with dry falt, yams, eddoes, 
and potatoes-fpeaking of grain, I always allow from eight to 
twelve meafures per week for each Negro; of yams or eddoes, 
from twenty-fix to thirty-fix pounds per week; and of herrings, 
from four to eight, according to the fize-or in lieu of the 
herrings from two to three pounds of falt-fifh. 

Befides this, does the mafier give them allY thing at Chril1:mas, 
or whenever the weather is unfavourable? 

It is a general praB:ice for every efiate to. give to each Negro a 
quantity of yams or flour, with a proportion of fait beef or pork 
at Chrifimas, which dQes not .at all interfere with the common 
weekly allowance-they have likewife three days holidays at 
Chrifimas.-I believe it: is a .general. rule, on every . well regulated 
efiate, to give any Negro that applies for an additional allowance, 
fuch afiiftance as he appears to Hand.in need of, without taking 
any notice of the weather. 

When the weather is unfavourable, do the Mafiers give them 
any thing to keep up their fpirits, and to prevent their taking 
cold? 

In bad weather, the whole. gang are indulged with grog; and 
when they are working hard, they are alfo indulged in the fame 
way. 

Have the Negroes any additional allowance, in proportion to the 
number of their family? 

It is my own prattice tongive allowance to every individual open 
my efiates, and thofe under my care, in proportion to their •• 

Have the Negroe~, be1ides what the mafter allows th~ds 
aHott~d to them. and have they the advantage of tbe produce of fuch 
grounds? 

On. 



On every efiate there is a proportion of land allotted for the ufe 
·of the Negroes, which they cultivate entirely for their own be- · 
l1efi t, and are at liberty to difpofe of the produce in any manner 
they pleak 

Do they rniCe fiock, and of what kind, and do they {ell that 
fiock, and apply the pToduce of it to their own benefit? 

All Negroes are at liberty to raife fmall fiock, goats, and hogs, 
which they d.ifpofe of as they think proper-a.nd I never knew an 
inflance where the money arifimg from the difpofal of fuch arti­
cles was confidered, but entirely as the Negroes own property. 

Are the men of war, and merchantmen principally fupplied by 
tl1C Negroes with ftock and vegetables? 

The men of war, as well as merchant ·{hips, are conllancly fup­
plied on a Sunday with vegetables, the property of the Negroes­
on other days, it is culloma.ry for perfons who live in the country 
to fend vegetab.les to market, by the N¢groes, on the proprietor's 
account-the [mall ftock, goats, and hogs, are for the moft part 
the property of the Negroes., and with which the ihipping ii 
chiefly fupplied. 

Is St. John's the capital of the iiland? 
It is. 

How are the inbabitants of that town principally fupplied with 
[mall ftock and vegetables? 

In the fame manner as the lhipping. 

Does the maller ever purchafe any ftock from the Slaves, and if 
he does, does he not pay juft as much as any {hanger would do .? 

It is common for every maller to purchafeftock from his own 
Slaves, arld to pay full as much as any other perfon. 

Do you know, or have you heard of any inftance of a N ~gro 
Slave being worth money? 

I remember one inllance of a Slave, who gave £. 200 il:erling 
for his own freedom-I alfo know many Slaves who fpend an­
nually from £. 10 to £.15 fterling. 

What are the times allowed to the Negroes to work their own 
grounds? 

One afternoon in every week out of crop time. and fometimes 
during the crop. but not conftantly. 

4- L Do 



Do not the Negroes, every Sunday, hold an open market for the 
-difpofal of the produce of their grounds and of their ftock ? 

They do . 

How are the Negroes provided for, and taken care of, .by their 
mafiers., in ficknefs ? 

·On every eftate there is an hofpital for the reception of the 
fick, who are at tended by a medical perfon and proper nurfes, 
and are fupplied with every reqHitite for perf ODS in their fitua­
tion, and are never rent out to work without the doctor's 
{an Ction .. 

Is there a medical man employed ann ually to attend the Ne .... 
·groes at a certain rate, and is he not paid for any extraordinaries, 
fuch as brok€n legs, &c.? 

A medical man is conftantly employed at a certain rate per 
head for each Negro, and attends the eftate twice a week, and is 
liable to be fent for whenever it is neceffary-he is alfo paid for 
fractures, .cafes of mi.dwifery, venereal complaints, and other ex-
:traordinaries. . 

In taking a view of the comforts of a poo. lab~IHer, and a 
family in t hi-s country, and of a Negro and his family, which do 
you think enjoys the greateft {hare of them? 

1)1 my opinion, the Negro enjoys full as many comforts as the 
labourer in this country, and in fame refpects more; as he is 
certain of being taken care of in ficknefs, .and has not the anx­
iety of providing perhaps for a wife and young family, which 
might claim his pro~ection. 

What is the rt[ual mode of punilhment of Negroes in the 
l1land? 

By whipping 'for petty thefts, fuch a1> breaking open Negro 
h6ufes, ftores, and frealing from other Negroes-for higher of­
fences, they are tried by two juilices, one being of the qu?rum. 
and fix white jurors baUotted for out of twelve, and according to 
the nature of their offence, receive p uniihment. 

What is the degree of punilhme?t which the mafter inflicts for 
tho[e o.ffences which he takes cogmzance of? 

In general a whipping from ten to 39 lalhes • 

. When a proprietor is about to employ all overt'eer of his pla~ta­
tl(m, 
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tion, does he not examine into his character, with refpect to hu­
manity and temper? 

I believe no proprietor ever thinks of engaging a man as an 
overfeer, without lirit enquiring into his character, and if it is 
found that he is addicted to cruelty he is never employed. 

Do the proprietors give a licence to the overfeer to punilh their 
flaves, or do they with-hold fuch licence entirely from him? 

An overfeer is never permitted to inflict any punilhment, except 
an occaiional lafh during the time of work, and that is generally 
given over the clothes-:-but in cafe of ill behaviour of the fiaves, 
he reprefents the offence to the manager. 

Is not the manager of eitates in general a perfon of -fome con­
fideration in the Ifiand, of education, and who aifociates with the 
principal inhabitants of the lfiand ? 

Every man endeavours to procure a manager of information and 
education, in whofe hands he is to repofe his property, and he is 
generally aifociated with by geFltlemen in the Wand. 

Have you ever known or heard of an illilance of an overfeer be-
ing difcharged for cruelty? . 

I have-it has happened to myfelf-both with refpect to an 
overfeer and a manager, and the latter was never able to procure 
any employment after I difcharged him, and he was obliged t.O 
leave the ifiand; and go down and fettle at Trinidad. 

From the obfervations which you have made of the courfe of 
hufbandry praCl:ifed in the Wand, which part of it is in yout opi­
nion the moit laborious ? . 

'!;he .... ork on an eitate, in my opinion, is hardeil: dliting the 
time of holing and dunging the land, although during- the crop time 
the Negroes are employed many more hours in the courfe of the day. 

How long does that holing lail: ? 
About three months. 

In what manner do the Negroes carry the dung P . 
The dung is carted to the fide of the land for which it -i~ ;in­

tended, and from .thence carried by the Negroes in fmall balkers, 
on their heads, to the holes prepared for receiving it-the balkets 
are fmaU, and the Negroes carry them with the- greateit appal-eut 
eafe to themfelves, as that is the ufual method of their carrying 
every kind of weight. 

Could 
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·Could the du ng be dil1:ri\:}uted in the holes in any other manner 
by oxen or by mules, without entirely deftroying the banks which 
ace raifed abollt thofe holes, for the purpore of covering the canes 
when planted? 

It would be impoffible to diftribu te the dung in any other way 
than the one already mentioned. 

Does the heat of the climate appear congenial to the Negroes? 
It does.-I never knew an inftance where a Negro complained of 

heat ; and have frequentl y feen them laying down in the heat of 
tl1e day, expofed to the fun, when they might have been in their 
houfes. 

Do you think it poHiblc for E uropeans to go through that 
courfe of hufbandry which is neceiTary for carrying on the 
eftates ? 

, I confider it as morally impoffible-for, I have twice made ex­
p;eriments-one was with a gardener- the other a carter-at the 
expiration of a very iliort period, not exceeding a fortnight, they 
each relinq uiilied their employments, finding the climate too [e­
vere. 

,.Have you ever taken notice of the effect of tbe heat on the 
foldiers, or the militia, on field days ? 

I I know the perfons who attend military duty always complain 
of the heat, if they are kept out any length of time-and it is the 
general opinion of all the officers, with whom I have converfed, 
that it is too great a fatigue for their men to be out on duty, ex­
cept in . the evening and morning-And, I recollect; the regiment 
·quartered in Antigua were obliged for a iliort period to remove 
their own provifions from the King's ftores to the barracks. ana at 
the expiration of a few weeks, it was found abfolutely nece1fary to 
f~pply them with a cart for that purpofe. the labour being too fe­
vere for the men, although the diftance was not 11 quarter of a mile ' 
upon level ground. 

Is it your opinion, that the plough can be fubftituted for the 
hod 

.1 know the plough has been ufed on fome eftates. bat found 
not ,to anfwer • 

. Are the expenees attending the maintenaB.ce and {upport. 
Negroes very great? 

Wlth re(pecr to my own eftates r can venture fay. that 
Negro 
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Negro(;oil:s me the Ium of £. 5 il:erling per annum, excJulive of 
the provifions I raife on my own eil:ate-l mean yams, of which 1 
generally reap as many as feed my whole gang between four and 
1ive months-nor do I, in the above fum, include any neceifarieli 
for my hofpital, [uch as wine ,andfreih meat. 

Was there a pollibility of fllbfiitutin.g any other mode of culti­
vation than that now in practice, either with the plough, or any 
other inil:rument, by which the labour of the Neg-roes ,would in 
the fmalleil: degree be dimiriiilied~ or the expence curtailed, by the 
employment of fewer Negroes4 wou1d not :the planter moil: rea­
dily adopt that mode.? 

Certainly. 

And then ·the Counfe1 and Witnrus were directed t~ 
withdraw. 

Lunce, I SO die Martit 17'9'0. 

COunfe! and Witnefs called in as before; and the Witne[s was 
examined by Members of the Committee. 

Do you recollect any other Infrance, befides tbe one you have al- Mr. :K E R. n y. 
r"ady mentioned, of a Negro S.lave being worth money :? 

I do recollect one who was wo.rth £,.. 18ofterling. 

Do YJJU recollect w.hether this money defcended tCl him, or was 
it his own acquifition ? 

Part defcended to him, and part he acquired by his own in­
duflry. 

Can you ftate what proportion of it was ofhis own acquifitionl 
I cannot.- I oonceive a confiderable part of it was, becaufe he 

w ao. 3 valuable tradefman, and acquired conftant employment from 
different perfons in his own time. 

Was the Slave, whfilmyClu mentioned as having given £. 200 for 
his freedom, a field Slave? ' 

oN -he was a mafon. 
4 M Did 



if' 'L 31 '2 ] 

' Did you mean to allude to field Slaves, when you fpoke of many 
Slaves [pending from ten to fifteen pounds per annum? 

I did-to field Slaves as well as houfe Slaves. 

How do the houfe Slaves acqu'ire thi,s property? 
From the money arifing from the [ale of their fiock, {uch as 

'goats, poultry, and hogs, roots, and fruit. 

Do thefe articles fell at a moderate price, comparing .them with 
the prices 'of the fame or fimilar articles in this country? 

They do. 

State to the Committee the quantity of your cane, and other 
land, and the number of your gaO<g ? 
, One efiate confi!l:s of 120 acres of cane land, the gang of which 

amounts to 152 N egroes-the other efiate confifis of 222 acres of 
,cane Ja?d, and the gang of Slaves is 137. 

'Can you fiate the proportion of infants, able, and fuperannu­
ated, in the two gangs refFeCtively, as alfo that of males and fe­
males? 

I cannot. 

Can you fiate the numbu of artificers, tradefmen, or domefiics 
in the two gangs? 

With refpeCt to the artificers and tradefmen I cannot, having no 
'accounts in England whereby I can form an exaCt calculation; 
but with refpeCt to domefucs. as far a,s my memory ferves me. 
there are about twenty-two on the efiate where I relide myfelf, be­
,fides thofe employed in waiting all the manager and overfeer, whicla 
'may amount to five more-on the other eaate, about ejght domef­
tics are employed ill attending upon the manager and overfeel'S. 

When an eftate is faid to c0nfifi of any given number of acres. 
is the ,fpo.t on which the {laves houfes fiand generally included ill 
it? 

Were I to fpeak of the number of acres in an eftate, I fhould 
include every part-in this an[wer I confine myfelf to the ilhnd of 
Antigua. 

What quantity of pr0vifion ground is ufually allotted to a 
given number of llaves, or whenever a {lave has his own particu­
lar allotment~ to each Slave refperuvely. 

The 
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The proportiotl varies in ,almoft every eftate-on one of my own 
.eftates the provifion ground is large, on the other very fmall. 

Are the ground 'provifions of the 'Negroes the provi,fion of his 
own pClculiar ground, or of a quant-ity ,of ground aHo,tted by the 
mafter for the maintenance of the !laves i'n general 'r 

The ground prov,ifion is the produce of a quantity of land, the 
property of the mafter, and aUotted for ,the raifing of provifions 
'for the maintena.nce of the whole ,gang. 

Has not every Negro family a piece cof ground for the raifing 
'of provifions! 

Univerfally t'hrougholat the Wand. ,to the bdl: Gf my know­
ledge. 

Is it to 'be underftood then, that when .the Slaves are aI.lowed 
grain, they fiill have the prod1ilce ,of thcrr own peculiar ground. 
though not that of the general provifion ground? 

At all times the pro.duce of the ,ground belonging to the Shve 
is his own; and he makesufe of it or difpofesof it as IDe 
thinks fit. 

Can you {tate the quantity of ground allotted to each Slave for 
his own peculiar occupancy on youreitates ? 

On one eftate, where there are the 1argefr number ,of Negroes, 
I fhould prefume the quantity of Land for the u[e of the whole 
gang does not exceed from two to three acreS-Oll tbe other 
dbte, about four acres of Land. 

Is this land fituated round the Negro huts, o,r ,detlched frorn 
them? 

'Some of it adjoins the Negro huts, or within a fione's throw­
the reft lies at rome little diftance. 

What quantity of ground is generally attached to each of the 
Negro huts? 

As far as my obfervation has gone, I think from fourteen to 
eighteen feet fquare between each hut. I can fpeak particu­
larlyas to that being the quantity on my own eftates, which the 
Negroes generally appropriate for the pl1rpofe of building pens to 
k~p their goats and hogs in, and not for the raifing of provifions 
-fame plant fruit trees. 

Do 
o 



Do 'You mean that the difi:ance between two huts is from four­
teen to eighteen feet? 

I do. 

Is the .provilion ground which is divided amongfi: the Slave. 
good land on your efi:ates; and is ,it [0 in general? 

It is feldom the befi: land, but fuch as anfwers for the purpofo 
of railing provilio.£1s. 

Were you ever iq the Hland of Sain t Chrifl:opher ? 
I never was. 

'Does the produce of the Negro'S pecul'iar provition ground fur­
ni{h him with any conliderable part of his food? 

I believe a Negro fells full as much of the provifion raifed in 
his own ground as he con[umes; but, as the Negroes are gene­
rally fond of new ground provilion, they often difp0fe of the 
grain they receive from their mafi:ers, ant'! eat a part of the pro­
vilions they raife them[elves. I remember., in -the year I782, 
many of my own Slaves told me they frequently got a dollar a 
week for the provifions they were enabled to fell during the hur­
ricane months to the {hipping, which at that time were lying at 
Engli{h Harbour-I [peak of ground provifions 0nly, and vege­
tables. 

1s 'the produce of thefe grounds" or is it not, 0ften defl:royed 
or materialiy injured by hurricanes and bad feafons; and if-it be, 
has the Slave a larger allowance of food given to him? 

During my refidence in the Weft Indies, I often .knew the pro­
",ilions in the Slaves ground, as well as that of his mafi:er, materi­
ally inj ured by bad weather, and gales of wind-in that cafe am 
extraordinary allowance is made to ,the SIave as a recornpence for 
the lo[s he has fuftained. 

Is it from the £:11e of the produce of the provifion ground jull: 
mentioned, or from that of his allowed grain, added to the fale of. 
his flock, that the Negro comm0.1l1y acquires his property? 

Firom both, and from his own perfona] indufl:ry during the time 
alloted to him for refl.-I have often known field Negroes acquire 
the fum of half a crown per day for their own labour.- I fpeak 
particularly of Sunday.. that being confidered as entirely his OW11 

day. 

ls 
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Is it ufual to hire Negroes for the ordinary purpo[es of labour 
on the Sunday? 

No field labour is ever permitted on a Sunday-mechanics, r 
believe, work almoft every Sunday, if they can procure employ­
ment-and, it is very cuftomary, during the crop time, for Ne .. 
groes to be engaged on a Sunday in th atching the Negro houfes 
[hat Hand in need of covering.- No ma1l:er whatever has a right to 
cx~Ct: any labo ur, ever fa trifling, from his Slave on a Sunday with­
out paying him-fpeaking of field Negroes acquiring money for 
[heIr labour on a Sunday, I mean by employing themfelves as 
perters. 

On what do the Negroes maintain their frock? 
During the crop -time the hogs are generally fed with the canes 

wh ich the Negroes carry away for that purpofe-the goats are fed 
with potatoe vines and grafs, and the poultry with grain. 

Is i t with the canes that have been ground that you {peak 
of? 

I fpeak of both, but more particularly of the canes that havre 
not been ground, although it is not allowed for a Negro to carry 
:l\vay a large proportion of canes not ground, yet it is done yery 
conlhn tly. 

Do yon know whether the quantity of general ana .peculiar 
provifwn ground allowed on your eftates, and in the lilafld of An­
tigua in general, is greater or lefs than the ufual allowance in the 
e:ld Wands? 

From my never having been in any of the old Ifland.s, except 
Barbadoes, and that only for three days, I cannot give any decifive 
anfwei'. 

You have ftated, that every Negro co!l:s you £. 5 fterling 
per annum, exclufive of ground provifions; at what age do you 
confider your Slaves as beginning to coil you that {urn ? 

I confIder the expence beginning nearly from the birth of the 
infant, as I regularly give allowance and clGathing from that time; 
and when I fpoke of £'5 fterling per head for the maint::nance 
of my Slaves, 1 took it upon an average, including old and 
young. 

What are the chief articles of e.xpence included in this efli-
m.lte? 

4N Food, 



Food, clothing, charges for the attendance of medical men; and 
pa ria) and public taxes. 

At what period of the Negro's life did the public taxes COtn­

nien ce, and we re they confiderable ? 
T he taxes com mence from the day of the birth of the child, 

and co ntinue during the whole courfe of his life, and they are con­
fiderable. 

Do the Free N egroes ~1Vork as tradefmen in the towns? 
,Some do, but in general they are more inclined to purfue feden­

tHy occupations. 

D id you ever purchafe African Slaves immediately on their im­
portation ? 

I have . 

vVha t number did you ever purchafe at one time? 
In various lots, and at different times; the largefi as well as my 

recollection fer ves me, not exceeding fixteen in number. 

Can you fiate the proportion of middle aged males and females, 
and children, in any of thefe lots? 

I cannot exactly afcertain the different numbers, but have made 
it a practice of purchafing as many females as pollible, and have 
given the preference to young perfons. 

Did you ever purchafe children, and of what age? 
The lafl: two lots of Slaves which I purchafed immediately from 

Africa, were all of them under the age, as well as I could judge, 
of fifteen. 

Do you recollect ' whether any of them, and what number, were 
much younger? 

Many of them were under that age, and only capable of being 
put to work fuitable for children. ' 

Is it ufual for lots of Slaves to be formed of al1 children or all 
adults; or has eacl110t commonly a mixture of both? 

It is not very common to procure a lot of Slaves confill:ing of 
all young perfons-nor ihould I have procured fo many, had not 
4 friend wi!hed for grown perfons; we therefore accommodated 
each other. 

Are 
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Are the lots ufually formed according to the willi of the planter, 
or does the feller of the cargo of Slaves form them himfelf into 
lots, which the buyer is not allowed to break in upon or 
alter ? 

It is in the power of the purchafer to reject fuch Slaves out of 
any lot as he may fix upon, and the feller never obliges him to take 
more than he willies for- but it often happens under thefe cir­
cum!rances the price is raifed. In cafes where there appears to be 
a rlegree of near relationfhip between the Slaves, I believe they are 
never feparated. 

vVere there any of the parents or other near relations of the 
ch ildren whom you purchafed, in the number of the Slaves which 
were purchafed by your friend? 

I am con fident there were no near relations feparated from each 
other ; but in my lot, there were two filters, and alfo two 
brothers. 

Is it generally underfiood , that the fyfiem of breeding Slaves is 
cheaper than that of purchafing African Negroes? 

I pre[u me that a Creole Slave is fo much more to be wi!hed for, 
its being attached to the foil, than an African Slave newly im­
ported, that the expence can never be an object worthy of atten­
tion to any planter ; although I believe, that by the time a Creole 
Slave comes to years of maturity, he colts full as much , if not 
more, than a newly imported African. 

You have faid you were in the Council in 1784, Can you fiate 
what were the reafons for pailing the Act, intituled, "An Act 
" for fettling and regulating the Trial of Criminal Slaves by 
" Jury ?" 

T he motives for pailing fuch an Act, I believe, originated from 
all the magifirates thinking it too great an undertaking to fit both 
as judge and jury on the life of any perfon. 

Had any bact effects been found to refult from the modes of trial 
formerly in ufe ? 

Not that I ever heard of. 

Was it generally underfiood that Slaves were protected by the 
common law of England, againfi ill ufage from their mafter or 
other White perfon ? 

It certainly was-and it happened to myfelf, that a Slave of 
mine 


