L3

o

,; ,Z/)JW :

L)

M I Na&E'T E S

%t Vit TR N, G E

TAKEN BEFORE A

Committee of the Houfe of Commons,
@LL .«_.1':1

BEING =

G RS )

A COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE,

TO WHOM IT WAS REFERRED TO CONSIDER OF THE

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE SLAVE TRADE,

Complained of in the feveral Petitions which were prefented
to the Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative
to the State of the African Slave Trade.

Printed in the Year M','DCC.LXX,XIX.

A1



"MINUTES, &

Martis, 26° dic Maii 1789.

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe to confider of
the Circumftances of the §lave Trade, complained of
in the feveral Petitions which were prefented to the
Houfe in the laft Seffion ufi?arliament,_ relative to the
State of the African Slave Trade.

'COtmfeI called in.

Mr. Serjeant Le Blanc,1 o he pedtion of the Planters, Mer-
Mr. Heywood, } chants?ecth;rtgagms, Annuitants, and
others, Creditors of the Sugar Colonies, and refident in Liver-
pool, whofe names are ‘thereunto fubferibed ;—and for the other
petitions from the town of Liverpool.

Mr. Piggott——For the petition of the Merchants, Mortga-

_gees, Annuitants, and other Creditors of the Sugar Colonies, whofe

names are thereunto (ubferibed, on behalf of themfelves and
others ;—and alfo, the petition of Stephen Fuller, Efquire, Agent
for the Ifland of Jamaica;—and alfo, the petition of Charles
Spooner, Agent for the Ifland of Grenada and the Grenadines,
in behalf of the Proprietors of Lands and Negroes in [the faid
Iflands ; and alfo, ofPthe Proprietors of Lands and Negroes in
the Iflands of Saint Vincent and Dominica, whole names are
thereunto fubferibed, in behalf of themfelves and other Pro-
prietors of Lands and Negroes in the laft-mentioned Iﬂ:mds;—-a
. an
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and alfo, the petition of the Council and Affembly of the Ifland of
Nevis.

Mr. Trower, with Mr. Pigott For the petition of the Mer-
chants, Mortgagees, Annuitints, and other Creditors of the Su-
gar Colonies, whofe names are thereunto fubfcribed, on behalf of
themfelves and otheis ;—andalfo the petition of Stephen Fuller,
Efquire, Agent for the lﬂanCE of Jamaica,

Mr. Bond, with Mr. Pi%ﬂtt
8pooner, Agent for the Il'l:mi of Grenada and the Grenadines, in
behalf of the Proprictors of Lands and Negroes in the faid
Iflands ; and alfo of the Proprictors of Lands and Negroes in the
Iflands of Saint Vincent and Dominica, whofe Names are there-
unto fubfcribed, in behalf of themfelves and other Proprietors of
Lands and Negroes in the laftmentioned Iflands.

Mr. Graham——For the|petition of Charles Spooner, Agent
for the Ifland of Saint Chriftopher, in behalf of the Proprietors
of Lands and Negroes in the faid Ifland.

M:. Thomfon, with Mr. Graham For the petition of Mr.
Spooner, Agent for the Illind of Saint Chriftopher ;—and allo
for the petition of the Proprictors of Eftates in the Weft India
Iflands, and Merchants tradiag to the Weft Indies, refiding in the
City of Glalgow and its neighbourhood, ¢

Mr. Buorton ——For the getition of John Burton and William
Hutchinfon, Efquires, Agents for the Iiland of Antigua.

The Counfel were direéted to withdraw.

Refolved, That the Counfel be again called in, and afked, In
what mode and order they pfopole to proceed ?

And the Counfe] were called in;—and, being acquainted with
the faid Refolution, they informed the Committee, That it was
their wifh, that Mr. Serjeant Le Blanc and Mr. Heywood, who
appeared as Counfel on the part of the feveral petitions from Li-
yerpool, fhould be firft heard in fupport of thofe petitions.

Mr. Scrjeant Le Blanc was heard ; and called

JOHN

For the petition of Charles
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JOHN BARNES, Efquire.

How long did you refide on the Coaft of Africa, and in what
capacity ?

I refided on the Coaft of Africa, at different times, and in dif-
. ferent capacities, thirteen years,

Woas you ever Governor of Sencgal ?
I was, for near three years.

What years were thofe ?
Erom 1763 to 1766.

During your refidence there, had you opportunities of know=
.ing the manners of the countey 7

I had opportunities of knowing a good deal of them; I re-
fided there the greateft part of eight years.

Can you give any account of the Policy and Government of
that country during the time of your refidence there ?

I believe I can, as much as 2 ftranger can do in a foreign
-country.

‘Will you give the Committee t?lat account ?
I wifh to know to what particilar points the Counfel would
wifh to be informed.

With refpeé to the Nature of the feveral Governments in the
neighbourhood, whether free or atbitrary Governments ?

The Negro Government with which I was acquainted, was in
general Monarchical—but in fome¢meafure mixed—not abfolute.

Are there any Slaves in that Co*ntry, and in what manner do
they become fo? '

Moft certainly—TI have known i:) part of Africa without Slaves
—As far as I have underftood, they become Slaves by various
means; by the commiffion of Crimes, and by Capture in War.

As far as you know, by the hiﬂ%y of that Country, was there
.any period of time in which there were not Slaves there ?
As far as I know of any hiftory, I do not know a time when

ithere were not Slaves there.
B _ You
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You faid, Perfons become Slaves by commiflion of Crimes—
What are the Crimes, by the Conviétion for which they become
Slaves ?

Theft, Murder, Adultery, Witcheraft. I meant to obferve
one means by which they become Slaves, which I forgot. They
become likewife Slaves for Debt; and T have heard of great
numbers becoming Slaves by Gembling.

e
Is Polygamy allowed in that Country ?
It 15, univerfally. '

craft ?
I have underftood that

Is there any thing pccuiil: in the punithment for Witch-
Death. I

e Principals are genmerally put to

Does the punifhment exténd to the reft of the Family, as
well as to the Principals ? r!

The reft of the Family are pondemned to Slavery.

Is Witcheraft a common Ctime there ? _

1 underftand it is a Crime with which people are often
charged.

Before whom were the criminals tried ?
Before the Elders of the village or town,

Have they, on thefe occafions, a full and fair trial 2
I underftand always. |

Do you know, of your own knowledge, that Crimes have been
imputed for the purpofe of making Slaves ?
I do not; nor do I believe jt poffible.

For whofe benefit are the pe@ﬁ;ns thus convicted fold ?
I believe gencrally for the benefit of the party injured.

What is the reafon why you do not think it poffible that
Crimes fhould be imputed for the purpofe of making Slaves ?
Becaufe of the fairnefs of the trial—the é{;:rt].r is generally
tried by a number of the Elders in the diftri€t—It is a public
trial—open to every body—and the fentence is generally with
the fatisfaction not only of the Judges but of the Aflembly pre-
{ent.
: Have
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Have you ever heard of the Princes going to war for the pur-
pofe of making Slaves ?
I have never known fuch an inftance,

Have you known of any Prince breaking up a Village for the
purpofe of making Slaves ?
I never heard of fuch a thing in Africa?

Have you heard of breaking up Villages for other purpofes,
and what ?

I never heard the term till lately, that the Slave Trade came
to be the fubje& of converfation.—Princes go to war there as
in other countries; Villages are taken, are plundered, the in-
habitants made prifoners; and if they cannot ranfom themfelves,
they muft be fold as Slaves ; this is all that I know—But I have
mnever heard of their going to war for the exprefs purpofe of
making Slaves.

In what manner can the prifoners of war ranfom themfelves ?
By paying for themfclves, according to their quality, in mer-
chandize, in cattle, or in Slaves.

Do you know what wounld become of the prifoners of war,
if they were not fold for Slaves ?
I cannot tell.

Have you heard of any perfons having been Kidnapped for
Slaves by the Black Traders PP 1
T have not; I do not know of fuch a thing.

In what other part of Africa have you been befides Sencgal ?
On the river Gambia, at the Ifle de Los, Sierra Leone, and
at Bonny.

In any of thofe places, do you know of kidnapping having been
practifed ¢
I have not known it.

From {our knowledge, if fuch a thing was to be difcovered,
would it be allowed to pafs unpunifhed ?

I am confident it would not, no more than a robbery in this
Country. '

- Can you fay what is the principal fource of Slavery in Africa,

that you know of, particularly in Sencgal ?

" 1 think I have already anfiered that queftion. ,
What
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What proportion do thofe made Slaves by capture in war
bear to the Slaves made by other means ?

I cannot tell. I fhould notthink a great proportion, becaufe,
in a courfe of a very long peace, I have found but little alteration
in the quantity of Slaves fold.

Do you know whetherthe people of property in that Country
have Slaves of their own,fand in what quantity ?
They all have, and fome an incredible number, as I have un-
ftoed. -

Are Slaves brought
Country for fale?
Great numbers.

own from the interior parts ©of the

Has the Owner of Slajes, in that Country, any power over the
life of the Slave ?

I believe not, except he is a prifoner taken in war.—I believe,
in the very act of capturd, he may kill him if he chufes it

Who are the perfongwho bring down the Slaves from the
interior Countries ?

They are generally Mdrchants trading in Slaves.

What is the extent of the Country from whence they bring
the Slaves ?

That T cannot tell ; though I have been to a great extent in
the inland Country myfelf, yet I have never been able to obtain
any perfe& knowledge bf the Countries further inland, from
whence moft of thofe Slgves come.
. What European Powgrs traded for Slaves to the places where
you were ? i

While we had Senegal we held it exclufively from other na-
tions; Gambia, in like manner; the greateft part of it. The other
parts of Africa, where [ have been, was open to all nations.

Do you know of any trade carried on to Egypt, or the eaftern
part of Africa, from 8 1¢ e

I know of a very confiderable trade carried on between the
Negro Country on the banks of the Senegal and eaftward of the
Senegal and North-Barbary — I mean the whole extent from
the Streights of Gibraltar to Egypt—and I have heard ofa very

great
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great. trade carried on between the inland Countries of the Ne-
groes, about the fame latitude, through Nubia, to Egypt.

Do you know whether Slaves are an article of commerce
between the inhabitants of Senegal and Nubia ?

Slaves are the chief article of commerce between thoft Coun-
tries that I have mentioned.

- Are the parts of Africa. wherc you have been, extremely po-
pulous, or otherwife?

_ T have only feen it'on the fea-coaft, or in the neighbourhood
of great rivers, and then I have always found it extremely po-
pulous.

Are the wars carried on there deftru€tive, or not?
Very little deftructive, in general,

Do you knew what number of Slaves arc exported from Se-
negal, by Europeans, annually ?
Not more than about 1,000 to 1,400.

What is done with the perfons conyi&ted of crimes at Senegal,
who are not fold for Slaves? .

I cannot fay,—I do believe, if Slavery was not a pumithment
for crimes committed there, that the laws would be more fan-
guinary than they are.

Can you fpeak as to the produce of Africa, proper for expor-
tation, exclufive of Slaves?

The produce of Senegal, exclufive of Slaves, was principally
Gum Senega.—On the Gambia, we purchafed a little Bees Wax
—On the Windward Coaft, a little Dying Goods ; and all over
the Coaft, a little Ivory.

Do you know any ether articles or goods fit for exportation ?

Nothing worth mentioning as an article of comiaerce—The
country is capable of producing a great many ; it is capable of
producing all the produs of the Weft Indies—but the inha-
bitants are too indolent to cultivate it ;—nor do I believe it
practicable to obtain thofe produéts from the inhabitants,

Is all the Gum Sencga exported from Senegal ?
No—we have had trade for Gum Sencga from Portandick,
a little to the northward of Senegal,

(& Is
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Is there 4 fifficient market for all the Gum Senega that is
produced in that Country ?

The crops of Gum*Senega are very uncertain.— In fome
years the cotntry produces more than is {ufficient for {everal
years confumption of all Europe; in others, hardiy enough—
bt, upon the whole, the gencral crop is rather more than
futhcient for the confumption of all Europe.

Could the trade in Bees Wax and Ivory be increafed ?

I am confident neither of them could be increafed ; on the
contrary, if there was not a Slave Trade, the trade for Ivory
would be confiderably lefined, becaufe the Merchents, in bring-
ing the Slaves from the inland Countries for fale, find it warth
their while to bring what Ivory they can get along with them ;
whereas, if they had no Slaves to bring, the Ivory alone would
not pay the charge of the jouirney.

Could the market, with regard to the Dying Wood, be much
increafed ? _ o

The market for the Dying Wood, on the Windward Coaft,
where I have been, I believe could not be increafed ; nor do I
underftand it could beneﬁciaﬂy 3 becaufe, I believe, we have al-
ready as much as we want of it.—I have underftood, that the
trade for Dying Wood, which is got in the neighbourhood of
Angola, the Bar Wood, may be increafed; but we have already
more of it than we want.

Deces Africa produce any Cotton ?
Yes; very fine Cotton,

In what parts ? _
Both n Senegal and on the'Gambia.

Is it produced in great quantities ?
Only fufficient for the confumption of the countries, I have
attempted to get a quantity, but could not do it.

Are you acquainted with the Windward Coaft of Africa?

As faras I have been upon it, which is as far as the river
Sherbro.

Are you acquainted with the fhore?
Yes, as far as I have been.

Is
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Is the landing eafy on that Coaft, fo that heavy commoditics
could be eafily carried on board fhip ?

There is no landing on that Coaft, except within the rivers.

Is there any river, in which a landing can be made, between
Sherbro and Bonny ?

I believe there is no river, between Sherbro and Benin, in
which a landing can be made with any degree of fafety.—
Between Benin and Bonny there are fome {mall rivers, in which
a landing, I believe, may be made.

What 15 the diftance, along the Coaft, between Sherbro and
Benin ?

I cannot fay ; I believe about three or four hundred leagues —
but I am not clear.

Is there a bay or harbour, in that fpace, in which a thip can
lic with fafety ?

No—I believe not ;—it is all an open Coaft.

What is the diftance between Benin and Bonny ?,
To the beft of my recolletion, about forty or fifty leagnes.

And then the Counfel and Witnels were direéted to
withdraw.

To report a Progrefs, &c.
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Mercariiy, 27° die Maii 1789.

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe to confider further
of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, complained of
in the feveral Petitions which were prefented to the
Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative to the
State of the African Slave Trade.

COunfcl called in, as before.

JOHN BARNES, Efquire, again called in.
Examined by Members of the Committee.

Whether, in your opinion, if a Prince of the country can dif-
pofe of the body of a Slave, he has not the means, if he fhould
prefer this plan, of requiring labour from the hands of the
Slave ?

He certainly can require labour.

‘Whether you do not think that, (hould the number of per-
fons employed in the caltivation of Cotton be increafed, the
quantity of Cotton produced will not be increafed in propor-
tion ?

No queftion of it.

If a Prince of the country fhould not be able to procure the
merchandizes he wants by fleing the bodies of men, would he
not have a fufficient inducement to require the labour of his
people, to fuch an extent as might enable him to purchafe that
merchandize with the produce of labour ?

Certainly he would, if he could procure that merchandize by
that labour ; but I am confident he could not.

D What
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What are your reafons for that-opinion ?

The Princes in the interior parts of the country, could not avail
themfelves of that labour by a fale of the produce of it to Euro-
peans, particularly in the article of Cotton ; nor do I know of any
other produce of the country that would bear the tranfport.—
There zre ather reafons : Theuneertainty of that produce from the
nature of the climate itfelf ;—I have known the whole vegetation
of a country fwept away in twenty-four hours by the locufts.—
The government of thofe countries is in general fo imperfedt, that
a preprietor cannot depend an his property for fo long a time as
from the planting to the har ft, in many eafes ; and therefore the
proprietor would rather bring Slaves, or any other commodity, to
market, and get his price, than wait for the advantage of the cul-
tivation of the land.

Do you conceive that thelloeufts would be more deftruive to
the Cotton raifed for the purpofe of exportation, than they are
to the quantity of Cotton cultivated for the confumption of the
country ? !

By no means ;—but thefe is a wide difference in the motive
for cultivation.—When a man plants Cotton for his own con-
fumption, it is of very little importance to him whether it {uc-
ceeds or not; but if he rifques his whole fuccefs in life in that
particular Culture, then it ‘becomes valuable to him, and the
failure of a erop may ruin him.

And then the C'_ nfel and Witnefs were dire@ed to
withdraw.

‘And being again called in ; the Witnefs was afked,

Do you not think, that if, in addition to the perfons now
employed in the cultare oft Cotton, all thofe, whofe bodies are
at prefent exported from the country, fhould in future be em-
ployed in the cultivation of this article, there would not be the
means of a confiderable export ? . L

I have many doubts whether the thing would be pra@icable,
on account of the uncertainty of tenures in. Africa.—Belides,
fuch Cotton could be only fhipped on the banks of navigable
rivers. 'The cultivators, as I obferved before, in the interior
country could not afford to bring it to thofe rivers; nor do I
believe that the Chiefs of the country could be induced, by any
mcans, to attempt any fpecies of induftry.

Whether
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Whether the uncertainty of tenures could poffibly affe@ the
culture of Cotton, by the Slaves of the Prince, on the lands of
the Prince ?

I cannot well anfwer the queftion.—I do not know precifely
what the lands of the Prince are. In the town where the
Prince lives, the circumjacent lands are cultivated for the ufe of
the town at large; each inhabitant has bhis little diftrit for
the produce of his Grain, or Cotton, or Tobacco, or what he
has occafion to plant on it. This extends but a very little way
from the town. The Prince, I conceive, could not deprive the
inhabitants of that benefit ; and if he or any of his {ubjecls were
to carry, their plantation to a more remotc diftance, I do not
believe his property would be fecure.

Do you mean to fay, that the Prince of the cduntry neither
does or can appropriate to his own ufe any part whatever of the
lands of the country, for the purpofe of thofe lands being culti-
vated by his own Slaves ?

That is a queftion I cannot an{wer—as I have never known an
inftance of the attempt—fuorther than in the Inftance which I
have juft now mentioned ; but I do believe he could not—for
that is an appropriation which I belicye could only be pradifed
in 2 more civilized country,

As you have ftated that the inhabitants of the towns have
each of them their refpective allotments of land, what reafon
can you affign for the Sovereign of the country not being able
to do that which you defcribe as invariably done by many of his
{ubjeéts?

It is only neceffary to explain, that that divifion is only a
divifion for the crop, and goes no further—The cultivator has
no further right to the land after he has taken the crop of—The
divifion may be different next year—He may neither have the
fame land nor the fame quantity of land.

Is the Committee then to underftand that the property is fe-
cured till the crop is taken off the ground ?
~So far as property can be, in a very loofe and in a very im-
perfect government.

Is not theft punifhed with great feverity in Africa ?
i_‘_(i;::tcmlly by fine, as far as the value of the perfon of the
thief, z ;

Do
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Do you recolleét that you vourfelf ftated the crime of theft
as one of thofe offences for which the Africans are condemned to
Slavery ?

Moft certainly I did.

Do not you imagine, that if the number of perfons now em-
ployed in colleting Gold-duft {hould be increafed, the quantity
of Gold-duft fo collected would alfo be increafed in proportion ?

No doubt it would—but that is a fpecies of induftry that is
not always in the power of the parties.—The mines in Africa,
as far as 1 have heard any thing of them, are always confidered
by the Natives as a depofitof facred treafure, to be had recourfe
to only upon particular ocifions.

Do you fpeak generally of all the mines of Africa—thofe upon
the river Niger—thofc in the kingdom of Wangara—and thofe
that are underftood to {upply the Coalt of Guinea ;—-or whether
you fpeak of fome onc particular mine, which you conceive to be
thus facred ? )

I have not heard of any nﬁnes,'except in two particular nations
of Africa—the country of Bambarena, and the country of Galam.
In the country of Galam, I know for a certainty, that what I fay
is faét—and I have underftgod the fame in Bambarena.—-I know
there has been Gold, in confiderable quantities, obtained on the
Gold Coaft of Africa—but'I never heard of a certainty of any
mines there. ')

What are the thefts, and bn what fpecies of property have you
known them to be commitred ? :

Merchandize of Europe, ‘Grain, Cloth, Cattle, and other
property of the country. |

How is the Cloth of the country manufactured @ Whether by
exch individual for his own LE'C', or to be brought to market for
fule? e = :

The women generally amufe themfelves with {pinning—(T am
fpeaking only of the country between the river Gambia and Sene-
gal}rihcrc are Weavers by iprofeflion, who are hired to weave
Cloth.

Are there any other handicraft trades carried on by the Natives,
for. furnifhing houfes, or utenfils ? :
I have kngwn of no other, except a very coarfe Smiths work—
who manufadtures a kind of hammer and adzes for the common
fervices



[x6E]
fervices of the country—and likewife makes gold ear-rings for the
adies.

The materials for building houfes, what are they ?
The houfes are built, in fome parts, of reeds—in others,
with mud; and all covered with thatch.

Is there no gradation or middle rank between the Prince and
thofe who work, and who are kept without Jabeur ?
~ Yes; there are Nobility—and Free people of condition, who
have Slaves.

How long did you refide in Africa?
Thirteen years.

In the courfe of thofe thirteen years, did you perceive no al-
teration in point of civilization among the natives ?

Not the leaft.

What, in your mind, appears to be the obftructions to civi-
ilization? .

1t is very difficult to anfwer thatiqueftion—The fame obftruc-
‘tions as thofe which operate to prevent it among the Savages of
America.

‘Was youdn Affrica at the time of'the late American war?
No; but I was there at the time of the former war,

At that time, was the demand for Slaves equal to what it has
‘been in times of peace? Was there a ready fale for Slaves, and
‘were they brought down in any quantities?

The trade was naturally checked by the war—The fhips did
not arrive in fuch numbers.

Was the price of Slaves, in confequence of that, lowered?
Generally.

Woas the glut {o great as to occafion any ather employment to
be fought for for the Slaves, or were they devoted to other pur-
pofes ? _

I have always underftood they were diverted to other chan-
nels,

To what other channels ?
For fale.
E Where ?
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Where ? ;
‘To North Barbary, Egypt, and the Eaftern Coaft of Africa.

Was there any attempt to employ them in cultivation or mi-,

nufacture ?
I never heard of fuch a thing; nor do I believe there was.

Have you been in Africa fince the laft war in America ?
Not fince 1766. :

Do youn mean, when you &ﬁte that for theft they were fined to
ithe extent of the value of their perfons, that they muft be fold
as Slaves, unlefs they could difcharge the fine ? F

Certainly.—I beg leave to fay further, that the fine fometimes
exceeds the value of a Slave—to ten or twenty Slaves, which they
are bound to find, or otherwife to go into Slavery themfelves.

In what manner is the trade for Slaves carried on on the Coaft
by the Captains of the Slave fhips and the natives ; is it clandef~
tinely or openly ?

Openly always.

Was you acquainted with the ftate of the health of the crews
on board the Slave fhips on the Coaft, and of the crews on board

the King's fhips, whilit you was there ?
I had'an opportunity of fe:g; a good deal of them.

State your obfervations on that {ubject ?

The firft three years that I was at Senegal, there were two King's
fhips ftationed there 5 the mortality on board thofe fhips was very
terrible, infomuch that they were obliged at laft to man them
chiefly with Negroes. In the Merchant (hips (which trade for
Slaves or other goods) 1 have always obferved the mortality
greater in thofe fhips that went up the river, and more particularly

immediately after the rainy (eafon ; but on board the fhips trad-

ing on the open coaft, | have obferved them generally as healthy

as other fhips between the T.%gics. I fpeak of the King's thips

only in the three firft years; but of the other fhips I fpeak pe-
nerally.

How are the perfons, retaiui:i_ in {lavery on the Coaft of Africa,
treated by their mafters ? & }
In general pretty well.

.

Whether,
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Whether, if they commit any fault, or are negle@ful in the du-
ties they are employed in, they are punifhed at the mere difcretion
of their Mafters, and in what manner ? b

For a flight offence they are punifhed at the difcretion of their
matfter, with ftripes generally—for more weighty crimes, generally
with the approbation of their fellow-fervants ; and the punifhment
is, generally, being fold as Slaves,

Then, for weighty crimes, the Slaves cannot be punithed merely
at the difcretion of their Mafters ?

I am fpeaking of the pra&tice—I do not fay the Mafter has not
a right to do it—but this is the practice, and I believe it to be a
practice more of prudence ; becaufe, if lte were to treat his Slaves
in any arbitrary or cruel manner, he would lofe them by defertion.

Are the Slaves allowed to marry, and in what manner are the
children of Slaves treated by the Mafters? 4

They are allowed to marry, but always with the approbation
of the Mafter—the children are in general well treated.

You faid, you thovght the wars in Africa not deftruétive; Why

do you think fo ? |
I have underftood fo always from thcleatives themfelves.

In what manner are the wars carried on, and what weapons are
ufed ? .

A very irregular war; what is called Bufh-fighting. In the
lower parts of the country, about 150 leagues inland, the wea-
pons are fire-arms and (words; beyond that, they ufe bows, and
every where the javelin is much in ufe. ~*

From what country are they fupplied with fire-arms and
{words ! - .

By the Europeans, on the Weftern Coaft, and by the Moors, to
the Northward. "

From what part of Europe are they chiefly fupplied ?

From England, France, and Holland, and fome from Portu-
gal, I believe, and Denmark—from all the European nations
trading there. “

You faid many Slaves were fold to North Barbary : What is the
Diftance between that Country and North Barbary ?
I think I ftated that a confiderable trade is carried on between

North Barbary and the countrics Ealtward of Senegal and the
Gambia ;
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Gambia; but not from the particular country where 1 refided.
The diftance from Sencgal to the.inhabited part of North Barbary
is about ten degrees.

Are Slaves fold and fent that diftance of ten degrees ?
The inhabitants of North Barbary come into thofe eountrics
and purchafe them, and carry them that diftance back again. °

Are they not conveyed through a great tract of uninhabited
country ? i

A great part of that diftri&t is uninhabited—a defart.

How are they found with provifions and neceffaries on that jour-
ney ?
They carry provifions with them—even water.

What is the diftance from the part of the country where the
Slaves are fold to Egypt?
I cannot tell. 1

'
Do you not fuppofe it muft be at leaft two thoufand miles?
No—1I do not conceive it to be half the diftance from the
Upper Egypt.
|
+ Are Slaves, who are the property of an African Mafter, never
fold but for crimes ? ¢

I believe never ;—if it is meant Houfe Slaves, the Slaves of his
family—never. 1

Is the transfer from Afriean to European flavery confidered as
a fevere punithment by the inhabitants of that country ?

I {peak of the Houfe Slawve—I with to make a diftin&tion—
if the Slave has been acquiinted with Europeans, as thofe near
the fea-coaft, who are in the habit of feeing Europeans, they do
not conceive it to be a Imrdﬂ;ip ; they know where .L];ey are going,
and for what purpofe ;—the only hardfhip is, in cafe they have a
family, in being feparated from them ;—but thofe from the in-
terior parts of the country are naturally terrified in being put
into the hands of a people of a different colour, whofe character
they are not acquainted with ; and being ignhorant of the pur-
pofe for which they purchafed them.

If the being fold to Eurgpeans is not confidered as an harde
fhip, has the dread of fuch any effect towards the preventing

crimes ?
Only
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. -Only where they have a family, and .the confequent fhame
attending being tranfported.—I mean ftill further, that though
they do not dread it, it s ftill a punithment, though they are not
afraid of it.

Are they, in general, capable of ftrong domeftic attachment ?
I do not think, in general, that domeftic attachments are fo
ftrong, as where polygamy is not allowed.

If the Slave Trade to Africa were to be abolithed by the Britifh
Legiflature, could the African Princes befupplied with Eurepean
commodities through any other channel 2

By other Europeans carrying on the trade—no doubt they
might.

While the poffibility of acquiring European commodities in
exchange for Slaves, through any channel, is left open; would the
‘African Princes be induced to acquire thefe articles by commedi-
ties raifed by the improved indultry of their fubje@s?

1 do not believe Lgcy would.

You have faid, that the fine is fometimes equal to twenty or
thirty flaves.—How does he get thofe Slaves ¢ fidie

He is fometimes a man of great opulenge, and capable of paying
three times the value of thofe Slaves.—A man may be worth one
thoufand Slaves, and fined to the amount of twenty or thirty ; yet
he has an option of paying the price in Slaves, or the value of
Slaves. .

You have ftated an inftance where the King's {hips were chicfly
manned by Negroes.—How did the Captains get thofe Negroes ?

I {peak chiefly of the King's fhips ilationed at Senegal—in the
Ifland of Senegal there are a great number of inhabitants pofleffed
-of Slaves, which they let out to: hire for the fervice of the Port,
«or of thipping—it was with thole Slaves chiefly that the King's
fhips were manned.

Whether your evidence in general is confined to Senepal, or
-extends to other, and what, parts of Africa?

In particular parts of it, when I mentioned Senegal, it relates
to that only.—In my general evidence, shere I have not diftin-
guifhed the diftriét, my meaning has gone as far as I have been
on the Windward Coaft—as far as the river Sherbro.

F How
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How long- did you refide in other parts of Africa, befides
Senegal ? Y -

I have been employed in voyages to other parts of Africa for
five Years ;—eight in Senegal ;—in all thirteen.

What number of Slaves, cxportea from.SencgaI, are natives of

that coaft, or are brought from the interior country.
Nearly about one half each.

Whether the evidence you have given of the mode of ‘their
becoming Slaves applies to the interior countries.

What has happened in the making of Slaves in the lower part
of the country, has happened more compleatly within my own
knowledge.—With regard to the making Slaves in the interior
country, I could only haye it from hearfay.

Can you fay any thing with regard to the mode of making
Slaves in the interior country ?

I have told the Committee that I have underftood the mode of
making Slaves in the interior country is the fame, but I have it
not from my own knowldiigc.
From whom have you learnt it ?

From the moft refpeable travellers through thofé countries.

!
Whether thofe travellers have given you any, and what, in=
formation of the government of thofe countries ?
I do not recollect any thing particular.

| _ '
Did you underftand from them what proportion of the Slaves,
brought from the interior countries, were convicted of crimes ?
I never made the enquiry.

Did you underftand from them in what manner the perfons
fold for crimes were convifted—what form of trial was ufed ?

I have always underflood from them that the mode of con-
viction has'been generallyas 1 ftated it.

Then is the Committee to underftand, that, though thefe per-
fons have given you no information of the government of thofe
~countries, yet that they have explained to you the forms of judi-
cature ufed there ? !

I wifh it to be underflood, that I have not underftood from
thofe travellers any information refpe@ing the government of thofe

i 2 countries,
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countries, materially different from the countries nearer the fea-
coaft, with which I was myfelf acquainted.

Did you learn from thofe perfons what was the form of go-
vernment in the interior countries ?

I did not make a particular enquiry refpecting the form of go-
-vernment of the interior countries.

Can you then undertake to fay by whom perfons accufed of
_crimes in the interior countries are tried ¢

Yes, I do fay I have underftood they were tried by the Elders,
as in thofe countries within my own knowledge.

Can you undertake to fay that there are no unjuft convicions
in that country ?
No—1I cannot.

Can you undertake to fay that the greater part of the convic-
tions in that country are not unjuft?,

I do believe they are not ;—I believe juftice in general is fairly
adminiftered there. :

On what grounds do you believe this ?

I think I ftated that laft night—1I faid, becaufe trials are gene-
rally by a number of the Elders of the diftrict—that the trial is
open—and, that the Judge has no advantage in the ifiue of it.

Then, is the Committee to underftand, that you have been told
by thefe travellers that trials in the interior countries are always
before the Elders of the diftrict—that the courts are always open
—and, that the Judges, in the interior countries, have no profit
from the conviétion ?

I have underftood fo.

Whether, when you refided in other parts of Africa, you had
communication with travellers, who gave you information of the
interior countries from which the Slaves who were fold were
brought ?

No; only in the Senegal and in the Gambia—but the interior

‘ countries, from whence I have had this information, I conceive to
be the fame countries as thofe which furnifh Slaves to other parts
of the Coalt of Africa, as far as the Bite of Benin,

Can you ftate what thofe interior countrics are, by name or
fituation, to which the information of thofe travellers applies ?
: ; I can
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Do you know in what manner the Gold-duft, purchafed by
Europeans, is colleéted ?

When there is any Gold purchafed by Europeans, which is
very little, it is collected in the mines, in the Mine countries, as
I have already ftated—and upon the Gold Coaft (there I fpeak
only from information) I underftand it is collected by wathing
the fands in rivulets on the fea-(hore, and from the torrents, in

* the rainy feafon, running from the hills.

Do you know to whom the mines, in the Mine countries,
" belong ?
They are underftoed to belong to the diftrié in which they
are fituated, under the controul of the Prince and the Prieft.

Do you know what articles we give in exchange for Gold-duft ?

In the rivers Senegal and Gambig, I have not known any Gold-
duft purchafed for many years—on the Gold Coaft, I underftand,
it is purchafed for European and Eaft India commedities ; but the
Gold, the produce of fuch purchafe, is always expended again
in the fhip’s commerce on the coail.

Do you know, when the Gold-duft is fo purchafed, to whofe
ufe the commodities fo given in exchange for it are applied ?
To the ufe of the vender, I believe.

Who then is the vender or propriétor ?
The native African.

" What defcription of native African ? Is it the Prince, or the
Prieft, or for the diftri¢t in general?

I fear 1 have not been {ufficiently clear, or the honourable
Member has miftaken me.—When I fpoke of the mines, I told
the Committee, they were the property of the diflrict in which
they are fitnated—under the controul of the Prince and the
Priel—That thofe mines, I fuid, in a former part of my evi-
dence, were fituated welt and eaft of the rivers Senegal and Gam-
léia—-ﬁl am now fpeaking of the Gold collected upon the Gold

oaft, ! .

When the Gold from the Mine eountry is fold, to whom be-
long the commodities which are given in exchange for it?

It is neceffary firft to obferve, that when the Gold is collected
in the mines, it is diftributed to the different people working for
it—the Prince has a fhare; the Clergy have a fhare; and the

G labouring
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lebouring worknian has the remainder—Then, whoever fells his
fhare, it is his own property what he receives in exchange.

Then are the Committee to underftand, that (the hire of the
labourers being paid) the mines are worked partly for the profit
of the Prince, and partly for the profit of the Prieft ?

The labourer’s profit is not a profit of hirc; it is a profit of

'ril'quc-—if his labour is attended with fuccefs, the Prince, and

the Clergy, and himfelf, are all gainers by it. He works in like
manner with the Spanifh Miner in Peru, for as long as he is al- _
lowed to work.

Did not you ftate that the mines were a facred depofit, not to
be touched but in cafes of emergency ?

Yes, i

Are then the Prince and the Prieft the judges of this emer-
gency ?

I underftand the Prieft alwn)’i, and of the quantum of it, how
long they are allowed to work. |

{
. Did not you fay before, that in a former war, when the de-
mand for Slaves was leflened, the Slaves were not torned to the
articles of production ? !

Yes.

Was there at that time anyincreafed demand for articles of
African produce, or was not the demand for articles of produc%
leffened by the fame caufes which leflened the demand fo
Slaves ? -
. During the war, the trade with Africa was altogether leffened
in point of number of fhipping ; but with refpeét to the demand
for African commodities, not Slaves, that has been always very
great: in the pooreft ftate of the trade, infinitely greater than
the fupply. &

State particularly in what commodities ?
Gold, Bees-wax, Ivory, and Cam-wood.

How are the domeflic Slaves employed ? "

I think I ftated that fome individuals were poflefled of an in-
credible number of domeftic Slaves—they are employed in the
various articles of inland commerce and agriculture. rug:

‘Whether
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Whether the prifoners taken in war would be employed in
raifing Cotton, if they were not fold to the Europeans ?
I am confident they would not.

Whether perfons convicted of crimes would be employed in
raifing Cotton, if they were not fold to the Europeans ?
I do not believe they would. i

Do you think more Cotton would be maifed by putting a ftop
to the Slave Trade?
I do not believe it would make any difference in the induftry

of the inhabitants.

Are there any public roads in that country ?
None.

Are there any horfes ?
Between Senegal and Gambia many, and to the northward—
but they are never uled cither for draughtior burthen.

If they grew large quantities of Cotton, could the Cotton be
conveyed down to the fhips ?

Only what grows on the borders of the great rivers, none other
—land carriage is totally impracticable.

Does any Rice grow fouthward of the Windward Coaft?
I have never heard of any.

“In ﬁ'fa\t manner are the Slaves belonging to Negro Matfters, in
Senegal, fed ?

In Senegal and Gambia they are very well fed (excepting in
years of famine) with corn, flefh meat, and fith,

How many hours in the day are they worked?
They are not worked for any regular time, .

Is their labour conftant?
No.

Is it carried on under the whip ?
Never. d

You faid that fome of the King’s thips, ﬂgtwncd off Sencgal, were -
very unhealthy—what were the names of the fhips? "
_ ' ' : * One
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One called the London, a bufs—another called the Union
Hoy, to the beft of my recolletion—and another called the Goree
Sloop. .

_In what year did that happen?
In 1758 and 1761. ¢

Were they in the river Senegal, or on the Coaft?

The bufs and hoy were ftationed within the bar of the river, and
the floop on the Coaft—itis to be obferved, within the bar of the
Sencgal, isin faét being on the Coaft,

You faid, there was no landing-place between Sherbro and the
Bite of Benin—is the Commitice to underftand that no (hips trade
within thatdiftance? =

To the beft of my recolletion, I faid there was no navigable river
within that diftance ; but Iwill beg leave to ftate further, that there
is no convenient landingsplace within that diftance, fit for the
landing of merchandize, i:':mbarkation of merchandize, without
great danger.

~Is there any trade for Sgw:s carried on within that diftance ?
, Yes, a great deal. :

How are the Negroes brought on board, and how are the goods

landed, in exchange for them, on this part of the Coalt ?
I have underftood generally in cances, by the natives,

L
.Does not the fpace yout have mentioned comprehend &l the
Gold Coaft ? ? ' v

. The whole of it. 1

p & A
Are there not many European fattories on that coaft?
Several. :
" {

Are there not landing-places at each of them?

Yes; fuch as I have deferibed—very unfafe ones.

Is there not fafe anchora!’g::,-cn all the Coaft, in the open roads?

I have underitood there but it.is to be obferved this is only
hearfay, as I was no further than the River Sherbro. .

Did not you: fay-there was no lmdiag-phc:: from Sherbro to

the Bite of Benin, in the former part of your Evidence, How do |

you know that, if you was not on the Coaft ?

From
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From the beft information of many navigators with whom I
have converfed.

Have you ever heard of any fhips being loft, on the Gold Coatt,

by ftrefs of weather ?
No; for the plaineft reafon in the world—becaufe the wind is

always along fhore or off fhore.

Cannot fhips put to fea at pleafure, on any part of the Coaft ?
Certainly ; for the fame reafon,

Is not Senegal now in the hands of the French—and whether
the Britith have any accefs to it ?
I believe it is in the hands of the French, and we have no ac-

cefs to it.

Is not all you have faid of the Gold Coaft entirely from infor~
mation, and not of your own knowledge ?
It is; and I have always ftated it fo.

Whether, to your knowledge, the Tetanus, or locked jaw, pre-
vails on the Coaft of Africa? -
I have not feen an inftance of it.

Can you fay why a lefs number of Female Slaves, than Male
Slaves, are fent out of Africa?

:é'i‘s a queftion that requires fo much to be faid in anfwer to it,
that' T would with to refer to what I have faid in anfwer to that
queftion before the Committee of Privy Council.

Whether, from your own knowledge, no perfons are fold for
Slaves, on the Coaft, but fuch as are prifoners of war, or have been
conviéted of crimes ?

I have not, within my own knowledge, knewn of any fold on
the Coaft, except on thole accounts, or for debt.

By what means a perfon paying the fine of Twenty Slaves of his
own, for a theft committed by himfelf, communicates the guilt of
that theft to thofe twenty Slaves, {o as to make them proper objects
of the European market, conformably with your own ftatement
of the laws of the country ?

I think I ftated, that perfons convicted for crimes were {ubjec to
a penalty of one, or two, or as far as Twenty Slaves—that he muft
either pay thofe Slaves or be fold himf@lf for a Slave—that he pays

thofe Slaves either in Slaves, or in the value of thofe Slaves ; 1f 4n
H Slaves,
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Slaves, 1 don't fuppofe he impofes any guilt upon them ; they are
his property ; he pays hisidebt, or he pays his penalty with it.

" Are there then any other eaufes, befides Crime or Debt, thatwill
jultify felling perfons as Slaves to Europeans ?
. 1know of no other caufe than thofe I*have already ftated ; but,
with fubmiflion, I conceive thofe perfons are already Slaves, before
the perfon paid his penalty with them, owing to fome of the caufes
which I have before mentioned.

Do you mean to {ay, that all the perfonsin Africa, having Slaves,
have the abfolute power overthe perfons of ‘thofe Slaves, to difpofe
of them as he thinks fit} ©

By no means—1 think ['have ftated otherwife.

Whether it is neceffary that the twenty Slaves, fo paid by a
Mafter for a penalty, thould be perfons convicted of crimes, or
liable to the punifhment ofitran{portation ?

I do conceive they would not have been Slaves, but for fome of
the caufes I have already ftated.

You fay that rich perfons poffefs a great number of Slaves—Is
the Committes to underftand that all the Slaves are perfons con-
victed of crimes? .

I do eonceive that all the Slaves in Africa are Slaves owing to
fome of the caufes I haye mentioned. -

You ftated, among the caufes of Slavery, Adultery, and“hat
Polygamy is allowed in the country—on whom does the punifh-
ment for Adultery attach —on the.man or the woman, or
both ?

I underftood always on bath.

Have all the wives of any man the fame rank?
They are all his wives; but the guilty one only is punifhed.

Whether infidelity in every one of the wives is adultery?
It certainly is deemed fo,

On an average, how many wives has each man ?
I cannot average them—very uncertain—in proportion to their
«quality, and in proportion to their opulence. J

Is there any difference between Polygamy and Concubinage in
;that country ? : ;

Not
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Not a great deal—TI believe, in moft countries where Polygamy
is allowed, the firft wife bearing a child is confidered as the prin-
cipal wife.

Does the marriage  ceremony take place with every wife that
2 man takes?
Yes; I believe it does.

. Do you know whether the northern bank of the river Senc-
gal is inhabited by Moors ?
Both by Moors and Negroes.

Have you never heard that it is a common practice with the
Moors on the northern fhore, to crofs the river for the purpofe of
catching perfons, whom they afterwards carry down to fell to
the Europeans ?

No; I never heard of fuch a practice—on the contrary, I
know there is no fuch a prattice,

You have ftated, that domeftic Slaves are {old only for weightier
crimes—Are there two defcriptions of Slaves in the pofiefiion of
African ownpers, one defeription of which he may fell without
conviétion in a judicial procefs, though he may not the other ?

Certainly there is,.—One defcription of Slaves he holds as
merchandize or moveable property; fo long as he holds it in
that ftate, he can difpofe of it as he pleafes ; but from the mo-

when he tells one of thofe Slaves, ** You fhall belong to
“ my houfehold,” from that moment he enjoys a fecurity which
he did not before poffefs——he cannot be fold without the com-
miflion of a crime,

In what confifts the weight of punifhment which is inflicted in
the file of a Slave, for having committed a weightier crime, when
you have flated that to thofe that live on the Coaft, and are ac-
quainted with the Europeans, it is only the exchange of a black
mafler for a white one, which the criminal does not dread as any
punifhment at all ?

I beg to be underflood, that when I f{tated that he did not
confider the change of the mafter as any punifhment at all, 1
faid, the tranfportation from his country, and feparation from
his friends, he certainly muit feel as a great punifhment.

Then is the Committee to underftand, that an African Negro
does confider tranfportation from his country, and feparation fnlnp.
115
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his friends, as very great punifhment, though he does not exped
to incur any further inconvenitnce.
Certainly.

Are not the Africans very fond of European commodities ?
They are fond of them only fo far as their neceflities require.
them.

Are not beads a great article of exportation to Africa, and do.
their neceflitics require beads ?

Beads are not a great article of exportation—only ufed parti-
cularly at Gambia.—The ufe of them is more as a commodity of
exchange, though they muft become ultimately an article of or-
nament.—Iln the earlier period of the African trade, beads and
many other toys were much ufed, but the trade is now more
generally reduced to a demand for neceffaries.

If European commodities were only to be had in exchange for
the produce of the country, would the natives rather go without
thofe commodities, than employ themfelves in raifing the produce
neceffary to procure them? =

From all my obfervations of the natives of Africa, I am moft
confident of opinion they would.

You have ftated, that perfons are mever condemned without &
fair trial, and that numbers are fold for Slaves on the accufation
of witchcraft—What do you confider as a fair trial for witeh-
craft? R

Trials for witchcraft are generally carriedvon feeretly—1I do not
know of any fair trial for witcheraft.

Whether the children of the Slaves you defcribe as moveable
property, are themfelves confidered as Slaves, although they have
not committed any crime?

The children always follow the condition of the mother,

Are fuch children faleable, in the fame manner with their
parents ? '
They certainly are.

When Slaves are brought down to the European Fattories to
be fold, from the interior parts of the country, whether any quel-
tions are cver afked thofe whe offer them for fale, in what manner
they procured thofe Slayes ? &

I
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1 do not believe it is the practice—but I do not fpeak from my
own particular knowledge, as I never bought a Slave.

Then a former Queftion and Anfiwer being read to the
Witnefs, as follows; viz., ~

¢ Have you never heard that it is a common praétice with the
¢ Moors on the northern thore, to erofs the river for the purpofe
« of catching perfons, whom they afterwards carry down for fale
*¢ to the Europeans ?

¢« No ; I never heard of fuch a l'pm&ice—on the contrary, [
4¢ know: there is no fuch a praétice.

The Witnefs was then afked,

On what ground do you affert you know there is no fuch prac-
tice ? :

I affert it from the very intimaﬁ knowledge I had of the
country during the eight years I refided in it, and from a regular
correfpondence with moft of the Chiefs of ir.

Do the inhabitants of that country wear any clothing, and of
what fort ? !

In the country between Sencgal and Gambis, they do wear
clothing, as I have before obferved, chiefly of their own manu-
facture. i

" From whom do they obtain the raw material for that manufac-
ture ¢ , '
- The material is Cotton of their own growth.

If they have more of that raw material than they want for
hheir manufadure, might they not be perfuaded to fell the fuper-

uity ? )

Iq;lar: fay they might; but I have never known an inftance
of their having more than they want, T have taken great pains to
obtain fome ogthc Cotton, but never could fucceed, beyond the
purchafe of a few pounds.

If you had wanted any of their Cotton cloths for your own ufe,
could you have obtained them ? A
- A very few, and at a very high price. T have known Cotton
cloths, two cloths of the ufual fize of their cloths which they
weave, about three yards long, and a yard and a half wide, eftima-
ted at the price of two Slaves. &
¢ ¥ 1 : t
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At-what price do the natives buy them for their own ufe ?

They are very feldom an atticle of fale, and therefore they
are {0 dear ; the natives generally manufaGure them for them-
{elves.

Does this high price of the Catton cloth arife from the fcarcity
of the raw material, or the difficalty of manufacturing them ?
I believe chiefly from the indolence of the people “themfelves.

What quantity of the Cotmn cloth may be {fuppofed to be
ufed by a native annually ?

That .is according to the quality of the native—The .pooreft
female Slave may have a coupléof coarfe ones, and thofe two may
ferve her a twelvemonth. '

How many may be fuppdfedto be ufed by the male Slayes, and
the people of higher condition®

They never, ncither male nor female, wear mare than two at
a time, one over their fhoulaers, and one round their wailt.—
People of quality and opulence will have changes, but I do not
think that rthe aétual confuh}mon .exceeds two cloths in a
twelvemonth.

é
By whom are the cloths, wmch are worn by pcrfons of higher
condition, manufactured ¥

They are all home manufadart

Are they manufaétured by d:e perfons of higher condition, with
their own-hands, or by their Slaves?

Women of the higheft condition {pin—their Slaves certainly
fpin too ; and they employ weavers to weave it. Sometimes their

own Slaves:weave them, and t&n the whole manufaure is within
themf{elves.

Do you mean to affert, that there are perfons there who are
weavers by profeffion ? '
I do. 4

Are they Free perfons, or Slaves?
Both.

Do you not conceive that the Slaves, who manufa&ure the Cot-
ton Cloths, by their Mafters command, would not cultivate the
ground for Cotton, if they were erdercd by their Mal s.{'o to

do?
No;
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No ;—1I do not believe they would—it is the labour of women
and children—all except the weaving—it is the private amufe-
ment of the family.

Are women eyer employed in field cultivation, in that country

I belicve not—I have not known it ;—but I beg the Committee
to underftand that I am ftill {peaking of the country between
Senegal and Gambia.

Is any wood obtained from that count???

Very little.—I have attempted myfclf to get wood from the
Gambia; I once imported fome very bad Ebony, aud fold it at a
confiderable lofs ; 1 imported likewife fome famples of mahogany,
and found it coarfe in quality, and much more expenfive than I
.could purchafe mahogany for here,

Do you conceive that large quantities of thofe commodities
might be obtained, if they were not fo defeive in quality ?

Of the Ebony I know there could not; the quantity I importad
was about 12 ton, and it was obtained with infinite difficulty.
I believe greater quantitics of mahoganymight be obtained, but
not at any -price to gncourage the importation of it.

Whether wood had been ufed to be ithportcd from that part of
the country before yon made that experiment ?
No—1I have not known it; I think I have heard that the Royal

African Company made fome experiments of that kind, but they
were not {uccefsful,

By whom was the-wood cut down which you imported ?

Principally by the people belonging to the veflel which im-
ported it, and fome ol‘P it by the Slaves of a white trader there;
by the black Slaves of the white trader.

Do you conceive the Slaves of that white trader would not
<qually have obeyed, if they had been ordeted to cultivate Cotton ?

No—1I do not believe it,

Why?

Becaufe the one is only a particular feryice of fhort duration,
to which they would have fubmitted to gratify their mafter ;—if

they were to employ them in the conftant practice of cutting of
wood, they would not do that neither.

K Do
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Do they manufacture iron in that country ?
They make a clumfy hog, an ax, and a knife.

By whom is that iron manufacured—is it by the Slayes?
By the native Smiths, whether Free or Slaves.

Have they thofe implements in plenty ?
Yes, pretty well; almolt all the Bar Iron we export to that
country is ufed in that way.

Have tliey any Iron Ores in the country?

Yes, in Galam, I havelunderftood they have; and the High-
lands of Sierra Leone apptared to me to be entirely Iron Ore ;—
the natives are totally ignorant of the ufe of it.

You faid, our fhips bought Rice from the natives of that
country ; by whom was that Rice raifed ?

I believe by the natives themfelves, both Free and Slaves; I
am not clear. i

Does not the fame paré& of the country which produces Rice,
alfo produce Cotton ? ) H
Yes, the fame cou ntrics?.proclucc Rice and Cotton,

Why would the Slavesobey the order of their Mafters in culti-
vating Rice, and not in cultivating Cotton ?

They do obey their orders in both cafes, and in the fame extent
—as far as the neceffities of the family require it.

Did not you fay that sur fhips bought Rice from the natives:
of the country ? :
I did fay fo. J

How do they bring thqi.;kice to the fhips ?
It is generally broughr in canoes.

You have faid, There are individuals who poffefs an incredible
number of Slaves ;—by what means do individuals acquire fo large
a number of Slaves ?

By commerce generally, One particular defeription of people,
which I then alluded to, is an order of Arabic Priefts, on the
g;mks of the Senegal, who have, I belicve, fome thoufands of

aves.

h.
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“Is a trial for Witchcraft conducted in l different manner from
-a trial for any other offence ?
It is.

How is the Rice brought to the water’s edge ?
It grows by the water’s edge.

Does the cultivation of the Cotton, produced in that country,
require much labour; and by whom is :E: labour performed ?
I cannot anfwer that queftion. \

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were direGted to
withdraw,

To report a Progrefs, &c.
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COMMITTEE of the Whole Houle, to confider
further of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, com-
plained of in the feveral Petitions which were prefented
to the Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative
to the State of the African Slave Trade.

'COunfcl called in, as before.

RICHARD MILES, Efguire, called in, and examined.

How long did you refide in Africa, at what time, in what
\capacity, and on what particular part of the Coaft?

I was eighteen years and an half in the Company's fervice on
the Gold Coaft.—During the firflt ten years I had at different times
the command of moft of ‘the fubordinate pofts; the laft feven
years I lived at Cape Coalt Caftle, and had the command of the
whole ; it was from 1765 to the beginning of 1784. I was ab-
fent about twenty-fix months in the whole during that time.

What are the limits of the Gold Coaft, and what is the
extent ? .

_The limits are generally confidered from Cape La Hou to the
River Volta, which takes in an extent of coaft about four hun-
dred miles, lying eaft and weft nearly.

Is your knowledge of Africa confined :to thofe limits, or are
you acquainted with other parts of Africa ?

I have been in other parts of Africa ;—at Senegal, Goree, Gam-
“bia, and Sierra Leane, : -
| L Di
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Did you underitand the languégc of the country ?
The language of the Gold Coaft I underftood perfectly.

What is the form of government of the country on the Gold
Coaft ?

My evidence is confined to the country on the water-fide; I
have no knowledge of the interior parts of the country.

To what extent from the water-fide do you confine your know-
ledge of the country ? _

Except in one inftance, where curiofity carried me twenty
miles inland, I do not believe 1 was ever five miles from the
Coaft.

]

During your long refidence there, did you obtain information
with refpect to the interior parts, from perfons refident or native
there ?

None that I fhould think myfelf jultified in repeating on the
prefent important occafion. |

t

What was the form of government of the country which came
within your own knowledge ? =

Generally {peaking, the Gold Coaft is divided into petty ftates ;
I know of but one defpotic mozii_;rchy on the Gold Coaft.

What is that ?
At Apollonia.

)
What is the extent of that monarchy ?
I cannot fay how far it may ektend inland.
Did Slavery exift in all th¢ countries that came within your
knowledge ?
I found them in the practice of it, and I left them fo.

Did it appear to be a condition of modern introdu&ion, or to
have exifted from remote antiguity ?

If T am to fpeak from matter of fact, I can {peak only to the
time I was there myfelf ; if ffom information, I have converfed
with the oldeft men in that cpuntry, and believe it to have been
a practice for centuries paft,

- In what manner did perfons become Slaves ?
I can fpeak only as to the water-fide upon the Gold Coaft,
where,
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where, as far as my obfervations went, the water-fide provides near
one-fourth of the whole purchafed by us on that Coatt.

By what name did that Nation go?
The Fantee Nation.

What is the whole number of Negroes furnithed by the Gold
Coaft?

I believe, one year with another, from 7 to 8,000 are purchafed
by the Englith.

How are thofe Slaves obtained upon that Coaft?
They are fold by the Black Brokers to the European Traders.

In what manner do they firft become Slaves ?
That muft be matter of opinion in a great meafure; there
are many crimes that fubject them to Slavery.

What are thofe crimes ?
The chief of thofe I know are Theft, Debt, (if that can be
confidered a crime) Adultery, and Witchceraft.

In what manner are perfons tried for thefe offences ?

As far as my obfervations have gone, and I have had many oppor-
tunities of {eeing, they have, according to the eftablifhed laws of
the country, as fair a trial as in any other part of the world.

Is the trial for Witchcraft carried on in the fame manner as
trials for other offences ? :

It is not; nor am I fo competent to fpeak to that fubjed,
becaufe thofe trials generally take place in the night; but from ob-
ferving, as I generally have done, all parties fatisfied, the culprits
excepted, I conclude that they are confidered to be fair decifions.
I do not mean to fay that there is no exception to that general
rule.

What is the punifhment for Witchcraft ?
I believe in many cafes, in fome I know it, that the prin-
cipals are facrificed—the reft are generally fold.

Does that punifhment affe& the perfon convicted only, or does
it extend to his family or relations ? :
Generally the whole family fuffer Slavery, but her® there are
alfo fome exceptions,
: Does

Wl uafl
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Does the fame form of trial exift in that country you call
defpotic, as in the other ftates on the Coaft ?
The King of that country has his Pynims, or Judges, or Elders,
but they are more dependant on the will of the King than on
«other parts of the Coaft.

For whofe benefit are perfons conviéted of the crimes you have
enumerated fold ?

For the benefit of the party aggrieved—I have generally ob-
ferved it fo, nor do I know an inftance to the contrary.

1s it {o in the cafe of Witehcraft 2

I .have already faid I cannbt {peak fo pointedly to that crime,
but I believe it generally isd _

In the cafe of Witcherafty do you mean by the perfon injured
the party who conceives he #injured in his perfon or his pro-
perty by the exercife of the fupernatural power of the perfon
accufed ?

I think fo—but it is mt:r%mn.ttcr of opinion.

Do you mean that perlonywhen you fay the party injured ?
I . "’
In the cafe of Debt, is thépcr{bn fold as.a Slave for the benefit

of his creditor ? _
Beyond all doubt : I have known thoufands of inftances of it.

Yes, '

Have you known or heardof crimes imputed to them for the
purpofe of making Slaves offthem ?

Unlels Witchcraft comes #nder that defeription, which, in this
enlightened country, it certtinly would do—I do not think it
applies to any other.

Do the judges receive afly benefit from the conviétion of a
criminal ?

I know of none, nor do I believe they have any benefit what-
ever—they have a fec at thelnftituting of .all {uits ; but that has
nothing to do with'the conyiétion.

Are prifoners taken in warifold for Slaves?

I can by no means think that wars are frequent in Africa; but
where they do happen, in fome cafes I {uppofe they may be fold
as Slaves: but in that part of the country where I had an oppor-

‘tunity
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tunity of making any obfervation, I have generally found, where
{kirmifhes have happened (for I do not admit it to be to the ex-
tent of wars) between two villages or towns, the difference is
generally made up by the interference of a third party 5 in which
cafe, for the moft part, the prifoners are exchanged, except where
it is proved that any one man, or any family, has been the caufe
of the quarrel, in which cafe that man or family is fold.

Were fuch fkirmifhes frequent during the eighteen years of
your refidence on that Coaft ?

.In a country like that, where there are fo many different petty~
“ftates, there muft neceffarily be frequent difputes and broils
among them ; but feldom carried to any extent.

Is it the cuftom for the Natives to poffefs a great number of
Slaves themf{elves ?

Slaves -are confidered as property in that country, as much fo-
as land or money in the funds is here—they have Gold, fome of
them in confiderable quantities—but a man, {peaking of his
property, fpeaks of his Slaves—Gold, or any thing elfe, is con-
fidered as fecondary. i

Is kidnapping pradifed there ?

do not know I ever heard the word mentioned there or
any where elfe but in this country. It canmot be prattifed on the
Gold Coaft to any extent without certain detection ; for the Na-
tives have one general language, and the Brokers who fell the
Slaves have a daily intercourfc with the fhipping ; “if therefore
any Slave on board fhip felt himfelf in that predicament, he
would communicate it to the Slave Brokers, who, from motives:
of intereft, as well as from regard to their own laws, would
fift it to the bottom, and the delinquents muft be found out.

You have faid that one-fourth of the Slaves exported from the
Gold Coaft are what you call water-fide Negroes ; from whence
do the other three-fourths come?

From the interior parts of the country of courfe.

Can you give any information how thofe become Slaves ?
I have never been in the interior parts of the country—I have

faid fo—I can only judge of their fituation from what T fee of the
fituation of thofe on the water-fide. ;

Daes the praétice of human facrifiee prevail in that country ?

It is painful to me to give an anfier to that queftion. I have
M no
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mo doubt but that it is generally pracifed. That it is pracifed,
1 have had ocular demonftration.

Has it ever happened te you to know what Lave become of
any Slaves which the Europeans have refufed to purchafe ? y
Many thoufands of them are {acrificed at the burials of great

men. Every one underftandingthe language muft know this to
‘be a general pra&ice, though they did not fee it.

['rom your knowledge and exXperience there, can you fay whe-
ther any Slaves have ‘been fave"gi from facrifice by having been
fold to Europeans ? '

I have myfelf, in fome feé inftances, given three or four
pounds per head far Slaves to fave their lives.

Have you ever heard any converfation pafs between the Natives
of what would become of any particular prifoners, if they were
not bought by Europeans ? R

I have already faid, that any perfon underftanding the language
mudt know that the cuﬁ'm;n of ficrificing is general.

i

From your obfervation, duripg a refidence of eighteen years,
Can you fay whether or not Slaves have been made on the Coaft
by violence, fraud, or eoppreflion, either of the Princes of the
country, or of the Europeans tfading to that country ?

To the firft part of the queftion, as to acts of oppreffion by
the Kings or Princes, I know of none, except in Apollonia,
which, I have already obferved,iis a.defpotic government, where
the f(abjects have no will of théir own.—As to the latter part
of the queftion, unlefs it m:;r-‘[?c in one or two inftances, in
which inftances I believe theloffenders have been breught to
juftice in this country, I know of no others, nor of this but
from report or hearfay.

: ;

Have you ever known the Slive Trade on that Coalt produce
wars amongft the Natives ? *-.

I have anfwered the queftionibefore, in faying I do not he-
licve the wars are general; ang- that in the fkirmifhes, fo far
from being intended to increafethe number of Slaves, the pri-
foners on each fide are general[y:@exchanged.

With what particular manufa@ures are Slaves on that Coaft
purchafed by the Europeans ?

I cannot enumcrate the particular articles, there are many—
I fuppofe
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1 fuppofe the Cuftom-houfe books will fhew in a great mea-
dure.

Are they purchafed by articles of manufature carried out from
this country ? -

Tt follows of courfe —1T have juft faid the Cuftom-hounfe
‘books will fhew the articles carried out.

Does that ‘country produce any articles of commerce in which
an extenfive trade could be carried on to this country, indepen-
dent.of the Slave Trade ?

I juft obferved I once went twenty miles inland, and, from
my obfervations, T think the Gold Coaft lefs favourable to cul-
tivation than any other part of Africa—I wifh to except a very
{mall part of it between Accra and the river Volta.

When you fpeak of any other part of Africa, do you fpeak
from the information you have had of other parts of Af?ica,
oor from your own knowledge ?

I fpeak in part from both.

You were underftood to fay you had been only twenty miles
inland—fay, therefore, to what other parts of Africa you refer
when you fay, * The Gold Coaft is lefs favourable to cultivation
¢ than any other part of Africa ?” .

I mean both to windward and leeward of it.

Have you been to windward and leeward, or do you {peak from
information ? ;

To windward I fpeak from my own obfervation—to leeward
from information.

How far have you been to windward ?
I have been from Senegal all the way down to the Gold Coaft.

What other articles of exportation befides Slaves are produced
on the Gold Coaft ?

1 do not immediately recollet any but Gold and Ivory—there
may be fome trifling things befides.

Are Gold and lvory produced in any confiderable quantitics

there ?
Very inconfiderable quantities, I conceive, could be procured,
fpeaking of it as a branch of commerce between this and that
country
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country—One fhip of one hundred tons would carry twice the
quantity that the whole Geld Coaft affords in a twelvemonth—

1 conceive fo.

Does that anfwer refer to Gold and Ivory, or to Gold only?
It is_principally Ivory—fér I believe a very {mall boat. would
carry all the Gold that could be got. M vt

In_what manner is the Ivery brought down to the Coaft ?

It is brought from the ifiterior parts upon the fhoulders gene-
rally of the Slaves that are frought from tience.——When a Broker
has one or more Slaves foffale, he generally endeavours to pro-
cure Ivory, that he may embrace the opportunity of Slaves going
down to carry it.

What navigable rivers ae there upon that Coaft ?

Not one from one end fo the other—except the {fmall river at
Chama, a Dutch fettlement; and I am very doubtful if it is
practicable to get vefiels evén into the mouth of that {fmall river.

In what imanner then mift articles of any bulk (fuppofing they
could be procured) be braiight down to the fhore of the Coaft ?

I have been fo little (asl have faid before) in the interior parts
of the country, that I canthardly {peak to that {fubject.—lIt is an
impenetrable wood what little I have feen of it. s

Are there any conveniedt bays, harbours, or landing-places on
the Coaft ? 3 .

I muft trace the whole Coalt to an{wer that queftion.—Landing-
places there certainly arg or we could not get afhore at our
forts ; but moft of thofe landing-places are very dangerous.
Bays and harbours, I do gt know of one capable of admitting a
thip of any burthen.

Would it then be pradicable to load, thip, or unfhip, bulky
articles of commerce on thet coaft?

The thips on that coaft generally lye two or three miles from
fhore, and the Janding-places being moftly very dangerous from
the heavy furf or breakes, 1 conceive would 'be a great draw-
back upon the value of fueh produce in the tranfporting of it to

the fhipping. v

Whether, from your experience of eighteen years refidence on
the Coaft, you can fay w:hethcr that country could be colonized

by Europeans ?
From
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From the obfervations I have made, I thould be forry to be one
of thofe who attempted it. The Natives would oppofe you in
the firft inftance, and the climate in more.

Does that country on the Gold Coaft produce either Grain or
Cotton for exportation ?

I never knew it produce either one or the other for exportation,
unlefs the Indian Corn, which is fold by the Natives to the thip-
ping, comes under the head of exportation.

Is that Indian Corn fold to the thipping in any large guanti-
ties ?

Sometimes more, {ometimes lefs. It depends upon the quan-
tity of provifions the fhips carry from Europe.

Is the Corn produced from the Gold Coaft, or is it brought
from the Grain Coaft ?

The Indian Corn I fpoke of is produced on the Gold Coaft,
The Corn to windward is a different kind of Grain altogether.

Does the Gold Coaft produce Dying Wood in any confiderable
quantity ?

I never knew a fingle ftick of any kind produced on the Gold
Coaft, I do not mean to fay there is no {uch thing on the Gold
Coaft; but if it had been an article of commesce, it is more
than probable fome of it would have gone through my hands.

Are any other valuable woods produced on that Coaft ?

I cannot fpeak as to the value of woods—we have a fort of
tree grows on the Gold Coaft, that when cut into boards re-
fembles wainfcot the neareft of any thing I know.

Did any other Europeans, befides the Englifh, trade for Slaves
on that Coaft during your refidence there ?

The French, in a very f{mall degree, on the Gold Coaft—the
Dutch, Danes, and Portugunefe—Dbelides a very confiderable num-
ber of Americans.

Has the French trade on that Coaft increafed of late years ?
They never had any fettlement on the Gold Coaft whilft I was
there—I underftand they now have one, or are building one—
but the French carry on a confiderable commerce juft now on
that Coaft—not dire@ly with the Natives, but with the Englifh
thipping.
N Why
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Why do the French carry on that commerce through the me-
dium of the Englith (hipping?
No doubt becaufe they find it their intereft.

When did the Americans firft take up that trade ?

The Americans carried on a very confiderable trade to that
country on my firft going there, and continued in it till the
American war—Since the p&cc I underftand they have taken it
up again—There are feveral P,merican thips now on the Coaft.

From your experience of that country, can you fay whether, if
this country once gave up theSlave Trade on that Coaft, it could
afterwards be refumed ? ! '

It certainly might be attem&wted to be refumed, even if it was
given up for a few years—but I think it would be very impolitic
to attempt to relinquith the Trade.

Whether the demand for 8laves on that Coaft has been fuch,
that if the Englith gave up the Slave Trade the Slaves which at
prefent are tranfported by th?m would be bought up by other
countries ? .

No doubt r_Jf it. ‘

Is the climate of Africa particularly unhealthy to the Euro-
peans on that part of the Coalt where you refided ?

In general it is very fatall to Europeans, though I had the
good fortune to enjoy my health,

) t
Is it moft unkealthy to tho"e on land, or to thofe on board the
thips at fea? [ ; '
To fpeak pofitively to that'queftion I fhould have lived both
on board the fhips and on fhore, which I did not; but I be-
dieve they are moft unhealthy bn fhore.
i

L
Do you know any thing of fhe tenure of land in that country?
I do not think I.can {peak to that queftion—I believe, in ge-
neral, land is fo plenty, thatevery one takes the {pot he likess
and no one invades him till hehas taken off his crop.
J
Can you ftell from what part of America the Slave Trade is
-carried on to the Gold Coaft at this prefent time?
Chiefly out of Bofton, as I'underftand by report—but I have
o doubt they will foon fit out fhips from their other ports.

Examined
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Examined by Members of the Committee.

After what procefs are Natives of the Gold Coaft condemned

to fale for debt?

We have in moft of the towns on the Gold Coaft a Palayer
Houfe, which, ftriétly fpeaking, is a court of juftice—in thefe
places the Judges or Elders of the town (few of which are
under the age of fixty or feventy) affemble to hear the parties.
Thefe trials are in open day, and free for any perfon to hear
that pleafes.

What is the mode of trial for Theft on the Gold Coaft?
The fame.

For Adultery ?
The fame.

For Witchcraft ?

To Witcheraft I cannot fpeak fo pointedly—TI conceive it to be
a fort of fecret religious bufinefs, which they keep entirely to
themfelyes; but I with to be underfiood a very fmall part of the
Slaves fold are fold for Witchcraft,

What proportion are fold for Witchcraft ?
T cannot fay—When I fay a fmall part, T mean a very fmall
part.

What is the extent of the diftri¢ of the kingdom of Apol-
lonia ?

My refidence was chiefly confined to the forts I commanded.
I occafionally made excurfions up and down the fea-coalt—I do
not know my obfervations juftify me in fpeaking exa@ly to its
extent—it may be eight or ten miles of fea-coaft—or it may
be more or lefs—or thereabouts.

Can you fay what is pretty nearly the extent of the kingdom
of Apollonia?

1 cannot anfwer that queftion any other way than I have done.
I dare fay I exceeded it when I faid eight or ten miles.

What proportion do the Native Slaves of Apollonia bear to
the whole number of Native Slaves exported from the Gold
Coaft ?
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I am free to fay not oné in an hundred.—The late king of
Apollonia took more pleaftire in killing his Slaves than in felling
them—he was a great wattior, but a great monfter, not fit to
be fpoken of in this country.

What is the whole extent of the Coaft to which you t{'peak?

In that alfo I may be wrong—I believe it to be about four hun-
dred miles.——1I believe I jult now faid the king of Apollonia was
a great warrior, [ wifh to explain myfelf on that head—Ham-
monee, the king of Apollonia, for many years carried on a war
againft the Dutch in that country, in which I believe many
thoufands were loft on both fides, for the war continued many
years—It was in confequenge of an attempt of the Dutch to take
Hammonee’s country fromhim, which he ceded to the Englith
in 1765.

Do you apprehend the Negroes fent abroad to our fettlements
in the Weft Indies are more or lefs attached to their wives, fa-
milies, and relations, than the Europeans are ?

I do not know I ever made any particular obfervations on that
head,—If it had been pofiible to have forefeen that I fhould
haye been queftioned to thiét head, there are many other points
of information as well as this I fhould have endeavoured to have
made myfelf more mafter of;

Then can you not giviany further anfwer to this quettion,
having refided there eighteen years?

I do not believe affection is very predominant in the breaft
of the Negroes.—If I was 19 give an opinion, I fhould think it
rather otherwife. '| '

Can you give any reafon for your opinion ?
I know of no particular reafon.

|
Can you inform the Committee, whether they have more or

lefs attachment to life than'the Europeans?
I can give no other anfwer than I did to the Jaft queftion,

Do you not think it probable they may look on expulfion
from their own country as the greateft of all calamities?

I can give a pofitive an(wer to that queftion—I am fure they
do not.

Have you not heard that the Negroes on their paflage go
with
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with an idea that they are to be facrificed when they arrive in the
Wefl Indies ¢

I am very certain, as far as my obferyation has gone, they
have no fuch idea.

You have faid, that any attempt to fettle colonies on that
Coaft would be violently oppofed—what is your reafon for faying
fo?

Becaufe I think they have the fame right to oppofe me in
fettling on their land, as a Planter in the Weft Indies would op-
pofe my fettling on his land, or a landed man in this country.

Do you not think they have the fame right to oppole our feiz-
ing their perfons ?

I never knew an inftance of feizing their perfons—not a fingle
inftance.

Was you fupplied with any, and what articles of provifions,
the product of Africa, by the Natives of Africa, during your re-
fidence there, and of what fort?

My daily confumption, both of live and dead ftock, I pur-
chafed of the Natives, fuch as pigs, poultry, and Indian cora,
yams, and a few other vegetables.

Was you fupplied by them with rice or millet ?
Neither of thofe articles grow on the Gold Coaft, nor cver
did. :

What proportion do the Freemen of the country bear to the
Slaves ?

The difference is immenfe, I cannot fpeak to the number.—
The Freemen are to the Slaves as ten to one, twenty to one, pro-
bably fifty to one—it may be one hundred to one—no compari-
fon—one hundred to one at leaft. :

Is there any diftin&ion amongit the Slaves with refpect to their
offices and duties ?

In anfwering that queftion I can fpeak only as to domeftic
Slaves—of the others we know nothing till they are brought to be
fold to us. ;

Then all the Slaves on the Coaft where you was are dometftic
Slaves ?
For the moft part I fuppofe they are fo, fpeaking of the num-
ber that the water-fide gives.
@] When
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When a man is tried for any offence, and found guilty, and
fuld for a Slave, what becomes of him immediately after fen-
tence is paflfed on him ?

In many cafes his family or his friends are at hand, who re-
deem him with a Slave—if he has no fuch friends he is fold.

Of what fort is the Slave by which he is redeemed, is he a do-
meftic Slave ? ;

No; one of the Slaves that come from the interior part of
the country, of which moit #thc people of any confequence on
the water-fide have fome at hand. —I will explain—If a man
living in the town near the water-fide has a fon or daughter, or any
other relation, who has loft their liberty—that man, if he wilhes
to redeem his child, if he @n obtain a Slave in no other way,
will take Gold and buy one fiom the Europeans.

From what occupation or employment is the Slave, paid for the
redemption of the perfon convicted of a crime, taken ?

I have already faid if theygannot immediately obtain a Slave
that is for fale, they will také Gold and buy a Slave out of the
thipping. ’

What is the employment 0% the domeftic Slaves on the Coaft,
are they employed in cultivating the land ?

The women, for the moit %t, cultivate the land, and do all
the drudgery about their houféé—The men are chiefly fithermen
—fome are huntfmen ; but Fifh is the great article of commeree
ith them. !

Are they employed in any nl.nuf;&urc?
I do not know a fingle méi{iufa&ure of any kind .on the Gold
Coaft. .

Are they employed in any handicraft trade ?

In moft villages on the Gold Coaft they have an awkward fort
of a Black{mith, which is the only man in the country which
comes under the defcription of a tradz{man.

Are there any fhops or warchoufes for the fale of any commo-
dities in the towns on the Gold Coaft ? :
Europeans have fuch places, but the Natives none.

In the punithment for crimes, is the family of the culprit in-
volved in the fentence of being fold for Slaves ?
In
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In none I believe, except for Witchcrafr, whicﬁ in general in-
volves the whole family.

You have faid that the number of Freemen on the Gold Coaft
exceeds the Slaves in the proportion of one hundred to one, did you
not in that calculation confine yourfelf to domeftic Slaves alone ?

In that calculation I confidered domeftic Slaves as Freemen,
becaufe they have all the advantages of Freemen.—I do not know
but I might go fo far as to fay that, leaving out the domeftic
Slaves, the Freemen are to the Slaves in that proportion.

Do you mean, by leaving out the domeftic Slaves, that you
would not include them in the calculation either as Slaves or
Freemen ¢

Yes—I think the Freemen alone are full in that proportion
without the domeftic Slaves, but it is a difficult thing to afcertain
exactly who the domeftic Slaves in a family are.

When you fay that the proportion of Freemen to the number
of Slaves'is as one hundred to one, do you mean the Slaves in the
country, or the Slaves exported from the country ?

With the Slaves annually exported.

When you fay the Slayes annually exported, do you mean the
Slaves exported from that country itfclf, which you ftated at about
2,000, or the whole number, ftated at 7 or 8,000, brought from
the interior country ?

In f{peaking of the Freemen, I can only fpeak of thofe on the
water-fide, of courfe I mean to fay that, taking it for granted
that the water-fide and the countries immediately adjacent to it
give about 2,000 Slaves, or one-fourth of the whole number,
that the Freemen arec in proportion of ome hundred to one of
the 2,000 Slaves.

To what extent of country do you fpeak of as containing
200,000 Freemen ?

I mean to confine myfelf to the Gold Coaft, the extent of
which I have before mentioned ; but the more you go into this
{ubjec the more I am convinced the number of Freemen exceeds
the number I have mentioned.

Do you mean to fay thatin the whole extent of that Coaft, of four
hundred miles, there are not more than 200,000 Freemen ?
Upon the firft putting of that queftion I faid I did not think

myfelf
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myfelf competent to anfwerit; but I am fure I was confiderably
out in my calculation.

How many villages are there within five miles of the place where

you refided ? :
I cannot anfwer that queftion.

Are there any villages i
Several.

What number afinhabi_‘_tants are there in thofe villages in ge-

neral ? 1
In fome villages not fifty—and in fome 3 or 4,000.

Is there any one villagewithin five miles of your refidence con-~
taining 3 or 4,000 ?
Yes. ‘

l
One, or more ?

This is all gucfs—mor?zthan one, two, or three. .

You have fpoken of adiftinétion between domeftic and other
Slaves ; in what ftate are thofe other Slaves, and to what purpofe
are they employed ? |

They are bought for xhq purpofe of fale only, and are employ-
ed in no way whatever. '

What is the length oftime that elapfes between their being
bought and their being ﬁ:ﬁd again ?

Of the three-fourths provided by the interior parts of the
country it is impoffible gr me to fay any thing, becaufe I can-
not know their hiftory—the other one-fourth are in general
fold immediately after they have loft their liberty.

Of thofe three-fourths, what length of time elapfes between
their being brought into the country and being fold to the Eu-
ropeans, meaning in that diftfict to which you have been fpeak-
ing ?
In general, the Broker fells them as foon as he ean get a
market for them, becaufe they are not only at the expence of
feeding them, but there is alfo the rifk of mortality—I have
known inftances of the Brokers keeping many of their Slaves on
hand in order to raife the price of them on the European pur-

chafer,
Does
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Does the Broker, or perfon to whom they belong, make no ufe
of them during that time ?
I do not know that he does.

Of the other one-fourth of the Slaves, are there any condemned
to be fold to the Europeans, as diftinguifhed from thofe con-
demned to be fold generally ?

I know no diftinétion—when they have loft their liberty the
proprietor fells them to Europeans, or as he pleafes.

Of thofe fo condemned to be fold in the country, what is
done with them between the time of fentence and the time of
their being fold to Europeans ?

Generally fpeaking, they are kept in confinement.

When a perfon who is condemned to be fold for flavery, or to
find another Slave inftead of himfelf, furnithes another Slave,
what is done with that Slave fo furnifhed ?

The perfon who receives him is at liberty to ufe him as he
thinks proper.

]

But what is the ufe he makes of him ?

He f{ells him to Europeans.

Does he ever ‘make any other ufe of him than felling him to
Europeans, or to fome other perfon who fells him to the Eu-
Topeans ?

Having confented to give up the Freeman, and to receive a
Slave in exchange, as I faid before, they are in general fold to
European Traders ; but if he chufes to incorporate that Slave
amongft his domeftic ones, he is at liberty to do fo.

Do you think the greater number of Slaves fo condemned are
fold to the Europrans, or incorporated amongft the domeftic
Slaves ? or is there any other ufe made of them befides thofe
two ?

I really cannot fpeak pointedly to that queftion—I fhould f{up-
pofe the greater part {o received in exchange are fold to the fhip-
ping. -

Do you not underftand it as a common practice, that the fa-
mily of a Freeman condemned are allowed to exchange another
Slave for him ¢ y

For Debt and Adultery it is allowable and common, and fome-
times for Theft.

P Is
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" Is it ever refufed when offered

Yes, I believe in cafeof Adultery with the King's wife or a
great man’s wife, it is {tipulated that the man fhall not live in
the country ; but in other cafes it is generally allowed.

You faid, that as a pumifhment for Witcheraft in many cafles,
and in fome you knew it, that the principals are facrificed—
What do you mean by facrificed—do you mean put to death as
victims ? i

Clearly fo—generally killed immediately after fentence pro-
nounced. ' .

Are they facrificed tot: any idol or fuppofed deity, or is it

.merely an execution?

I have already ftated that we have very little opportanity of
knowing what fteps theytake on thefe occafions’; buat from the
converfation I have had with the natives, underftanding the lan-
guage perfe@ly, I have gencrally underftood that they put one,
and in fome cafes more than one to death, to appeafe the anger
of the injured family.

Do you imagine that the number fold for Witchcraft is more
than thofe who fuffer death for it?

I have already ftated that I confidered the number altogether
very trifling ; it is imp%-b!e to draw the line between thofe
killed and thofe fold.

But you have faid the principals are facrificed, and the reft fold
—Are thofe fold a greatesnumber than thofe facrificed ?

That I cannot preciiéiy anf{wer, becaufe we do not fee thefe
facrifices, nor can we afeertzin how many are fentenced as prin-
cipals.

As their proceedings afe fecret, can you afcertain how many are
fentenced at all for Witchcraft to death as principals, or to be
fold as Slaves ?

Being, as I obferved before, done in fecret, in the night, we
have but two ways of coming at the knowledge of their fituation
—Firft, by pedple who fell them, and ftate their crime—Next,
from the parties themf{elves, who, not confidering it any difgrace,
make no fecret of what they were fold for. X

Is it the ufual practice to enquire from the Slaves themfelves,
or from the perfons who bring them, for what crimes they have

‘been made Slaves ?

It
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* It is certainly not the practice—Itis very unufual to afk fuch
a queftion ; nor fhould I have ever thought of afking it, if I had
acquired a knowledge of their'language.

Had you opportunities enough of afking it, to have been able
yourfelf to form any judgment of the proportion of the num-
bers condemned for Witcheraft ?

T have already faid that I conceive the numbers fold for Witch-
craft to be very trifling of the water-fide Blacks that are fold—
The Blacks from the interior countries {peak in different lan-

guages, wholly unintelligible to Europeans, and it is impoffible
to queftion them.

. Have you any other means of knowing the number of water-
fide Blacks fold for Witchcraft, than from the queftions which
you youtfelf had an opportunity of putting ?

I bad no opportunity of afcertaining the numbers; but I have
mifled myfelf a man or woman (for I have known both inftances)
out of a town for fome time; when, on enquiry what became of
them, I have been informed by their fellow town’s-people that
they had been condemned for Witcheraft.

Have you known many inftances when you made that obfer-
vation, and in which you had that information given you?

I may have known of feveral inftances in the courfe of my long
refidence there; but not confidering it as an interefting fubject
to myfelf, I have not given myfelf much pains to confine my
thoughts to that fubject.

Then the following Anfwer being read to the Witnefs,

~ “¢ Being, as I obferved, done in fecret in the night, we have
‘¢ but two ways of coming at the knowledge of their fituation.—
“ Firft, by people who fell them, and ftate their crime—Next,
¢ from the parties themfelves, who, not confidering it as any
¢ difgrace, make no fecret of what they were fold for.”

He was afked,

Do you mean to apply that anfwer, in which you fay there is
no difgrace to perfons only who are {old for Witcheraft, or to per-
fons fold on other accounts ?

I clearly meant to confine it to thofe who are fold for Witch-
craft only.

In
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In the cafe of perfons condemned to be fold for Witcheraft, _is
there the fame liberty for the family to find another Slave, as in
the cafes of perfons condemned for other erimes ? X

I have already ftated, that the crime of Witcheraft attaches to
the whole family—confequently none of that family can remain
to be at liberty to redeem them.—But I believe it is no unufual

cuftom for fome of the younger children to be f{pared on this
occafion.

But if the perfons fo condemned could procure another Slave
as an exchange for themfelves, would that be permitted ?
They certainly would not be permitted—they are fold under

the exprefs agreement they fhiall never be fuffered to be put on
fhore again. |

Then, in every cafe, when a perfon is fold for Witcheraft to
the Europeans, is that condition exprefsly made more than in
other cafes ?

I have generally underftood it to be fo.—I believe it is uni-
verfally the praétice. i

With whom do you underflind the condition to be made ?

If the Slave is {old to a thipy they ftipulate with the mafter of
the fhip that the perfon fhall' not be redeemed, whatever price
may be offered.—If to an European trader on fhore, the trader

engages he fhall be fent on board under the fame kind of
flavery.

In what manner and form, and before what witnefies, is this
ftipnlation made ?

Witnefles in thefe cafes are altogether unneceflary—It is the
European’s intereft to take the Slave away; for fhould he im-

‘prudently be tempted to redeem this man, he would fuffer very
materially.

Are perfons who are condemned to be fold for Witcheraft
never fold but to the mafter of a fhip, or to the European mer-
chants on fhore ?

They are confidered as dangerous members of the community,
and the moment after conviétion are generally hurried out of the
country in the way I have deferibed.

Then are they never condemned to be fold for Witcheraft

but when there 1s an European thip or European merchant ready
to receive them ?

I do
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I do not conceive that the abfence of (hipping or of European
travellers altogether would fave them from being conviéted ;—
but I conceive that in fuch cafe the whole of them would (uffer
immediate death—1I have not a thadow of doubt about it.

You faid a very fmall proportion of the two thoufand Slaves

were prifoners of war ?
Yes.

When you fpoke before of wars and fkirmithes, did you mean
to fay that there were no confiderable wars, and nothing be-
yond thofe fkirmithes which you defcribed—do you mean in that

art of the country and within the time of ycur obfervation ?

The Fantee Country, or Water-fide, was in a ftate of peuce al-
moft the whole time I was there.—There was a ferious war be-
tween the Fantees and Afhantees, the two moft powerful nations
we know of, very fhortly after I went there, and which, I be-
lieve, lafted twelve months or more—but that war was carried
on in the interior parts of the country, and the caufe of it was, I
_believe, that of the Athantees wifhing to have a part of the fea-
coaft as their dominions.

Do you imagine the war was caufed or prolonged for the pur-
pofe of making Slaves ?

I think I can confidently fay it was not ; I believe I have fated
the true caufe,

Do you imagine the prifoners taken in that war were fold as
Slaves to the Europeans ?

As we had no opportunity of penetrating into the interior parts
of the country in which this war was €arried on, I can only give
an opinion—It feems natural enough that they (hould fell them
rather than facrifice them ; but I do not remember that any ex-
traordinary number of Slaves were fold on that occafion, on the
contrary, there were no Slaves at all flirring to fpeak of ; the wur
{eemed to have put almoit a total ftop_to the fale of Slaves.

Do you imagine any part of thofe Slaves were interchanged
in the fame manner as in the fkirmifhes you fpoke of on the
Coaft ?

It was in the early part of my refidence in Africa, fo that Ican
hardly recolleét any obfervations I made on that occafion.

But in the {kirmifhes nearer where you refided, when you bad
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an opportunity of making an obfervation, was that the pracice of

their being fo redeemed ?
I believe in nineteen cafes out of twenty it is the practice.

Had you any particular opportunity of obferving inftances of
perfons fold on account of being the caufes of the war?
I cannot immediately quote any particular inftance.

On what ground do you ftate that circumftance of fuch per-
fons being excepted out of the redemption ?

From fpeaking their langage T had an opportunity of know-
ing fome of the particular laws and cuftoms of the country.

Are you able to afcertain the proportion fold for Debt to thofe
fold for Crimes, or the proportion that either bear to the whole
number fold ? :

I do not think that I can ftate that on any clear ground; I
conceive that Theft forms a very confiderable part of them—of
the three crimes, Theft, Debt, and Adultery, I fhould fuppofe
Theft takes the lead in point of numbers—Adultery comes next ;
and the feweft of the three thofe fold for Debt.

If a Slave, deftined for the European Merchant, in the poffef-
fion of an African Broker, becomes unfit for fale by illnefs or
otherwife, how does the Broker difpofe of him—the Black Broker ?

There is no doubt but all of that defcription, with very few
exceptions, are facrificed to their fuperftitious rites and cere-
monies.

In what manner are the Slaves confined, fo as to prevent their
efcape, between their arrival on the Coalt and their fale to the

Europeans ?

While in the hands of the Black Broker three out of four of
the whole number are not confined at all, becaufe, being from
the interior parts, the Broker is under no apprehenfion of their
running away from him ;—the other fourth part, the men have
their wrifls faftened to a log of twenty-five or ithirty pounds
weight, which prevents them from running away.

Whether the Natives are not anxious to poffefs the Eurepean

manufactures ?
They like them very well, but they do not like to pay too dear
for them—they prefer their own Gold,

You
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You ftated in your evidence, that a certain quantity of Grain
is fold to the fhipping—would not the Natives endeavour to raifc
an additional quantity of the produce of the country, if they
could by fuch produce procure the European manufactures which
they defire ?

I have generally found fo little difpofition to induftry in them,
that my own opinion is that they would not make fuch endeavours;
but I do not affert this as a fact.

Do you mean to fay that they would not cultivate an additional
quantity of Grain, if for that Grain they could procure European
commodities ? ;

1f I were to draw any conclufion from the experience I have had,
however improbable it may appear, Iam very much inclined teo
think it would be with very great difhculty you could bring them
to that—I fhall give my reafon in proof of that opinion; we rea-
dily buy up all the Corn brought for fale, and yet there are many
inftances of fhips being obliged to go to the neighbouring iflands
to procure the quantity of Corn they want fufficient for their

voyage.

Does not that proceed more from the uncertainty of the de-
mand, than from the indolence of the inhabitants ?

Generally {peaking, the demand is pretty certain—the Natives
know the number of Europeans fettled amonglt them, and can
pretty well afcertain the number of fhips that refort there.

Do you not think that if the inhabitants could not procure the
European commodities by Slaves, which is now the means of
procuring them, that they would not have recourfe to agriculture
fooner than remain without the commodity?

This is matter of opinion—1I have already ftated that the Natives
are not difpofed to habits of induftry, but admit they were {o dif-
pofed, I know no market they can find for their Corn; and there
are no other articles I have known them cultivate, except a few
vegetables.

Suppofe they had a market ?
Taking it that they had a market, ftill thereis an infurmounta-
ble obftacle to agriculture. .

What are thofe obftacles ?
The obfervation will be confined to that country I have feen—
Near the water-fide it is very rocky, except here and there a fpot
' which
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which is clear of rock. The whole face of the country abounds
in rocks ; and even as far as the diftance of twenty milcs inland,
where I ftated T once was, I found the country, generally fpeak-
ing, very rocky, infomuch that, excepting the article of Indian
Corn, the foil would not produce any thing elfe in any confider-
able quantities. ‘There are other obitacles to a2 commerce of that
kind with the Africans : there is no inland communication what-
ever by water—no beafts of burthen. But admitting thofe dif-
ficulties got rid of, and that the produce was at the water-fide,
the thipping of bulky artieles, except at one particular feafon of
the year, muft be attendedwith very great riique and expence,

Suppofing the foil fit for agriculture, is there any reafon why
the Natives thould not employ their priioners of war, the Slaves
from the interior country, and the Native Slaves, in the purpofes

- of agriculture, if they found it for their advantage ?

I fhould fuppofec the natives would not bt fond of trying the
experiment ; the fame danger would attend it as employing the
conviéts in cultivating the lands of this country.,

Then you think that the fear of danger would be the only
reafon for not employing Slaves in the cultivating of lands in
that country ? .

No other reafon occursto me at the moment.

You faid they had no manufactures in that country—do you
mean no manufaéures for their own ufe, or no manufaétures for
commerce ?

I believe I faid I did sot immediately recolle&t any manufac-
tures they had in that comntry, nor do I now.

What is their cloathing in that country ?

They bave all their cloathing from Europe—they have not
ome yard of cloth made on the Gold Coaft, from onc end to the
other.

Have they any materials for dying in that country ?

To the leeward of the river Volta I underftand that they
have fome mode of ufing the Indigo Plant; but on the Gold
Coaft I do not remember cver once to have feen it in ufe.

Suppofing the land was fit for agriculture, is there any means

of carrying it on ; have they any horfes ?
I believe I remember to have feen three, or the outfide four
hoifes,
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horfes, which were Arabians, during the whole time I was
there—I have imported horfes into that country, in hopes of
their living, but I never {ucceeded.

In cafe they could raife corn, how would they get it to the
water-fide ? -

They have no other method than carrying it on the Slaves
heads ; there is no land carriage nor water carriage.

Do you think the Slaves that are brought down to the water-
fide for exportation would be employed in the ufes of huf=
bandry in cafe they were not exported ?

I think' the Free Natives would be afraid of making the ex-
periment.

What time do the fhips taking the Slaves from the Ceaft of
‘Africa fail, whether in the day or the night?

For the laft ten years I was in Africa fcarce a fhip failed but
I faw her go—and when it has happened that a thip has perchance
failed in the night, it has been owing to a very early land wind,
which the fhips generally take the benefit of; but the more
ufual hours of thips leaving that country is from five to eleven
in the forenoon.

To which of the Britith Weft India Iflands are the Slaves
chiefly exported from the Gold Coalt ?

Some profeflional men fhould fpeak to that fubje@—Captains
of fhips, who carried them.—I fhould fuppofe, generally {peak-
ing, to the ifland of Jamaica.

Is there much Ivory exported from the Gold Coaft?
I believe I have already faid, that a thip of one hundred tons
would carry the whole produce of a twelvemonth in that article.

Are you at prefent engaged in the African trade ?

I am confiderably concerned in the African Slave trade—I
thould have mentioned that, when I firft came to the bar, if I had
not been convinced that the circumftance of my being interefted
in the trade would have had no weight in my mind with refpect
to the iaformation I was to give to the Committze.

Haye they any tools in that country, and are they of their cwn
manufa&ure, or imported from Europe?

I before ftated, that except a bungling fort of a blackfmith in
\ R every
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every village, I know of no other tradefman, and confequently of
no tools but fuch as thofe men work out of an iron bar, fuch as

an axe, in their rough way.

Are there many of thofe tools in that country ?
They have enough for the neceflary purpofes of their agricul-

Ture.

Do all the inhabitants of that country wear cloathing ?
If a fquare piece of cloth two yards each way is confidered as
cloathing, they all wear cloathing.

Do you recolle& many of thefe confiderable towns, containing
as many as 3,000 inhabitants, all cloathed with European manu-
fadtures ?

I cannot immediately recolleét the number of villages that 1
have feen but in every village I have feen the inhabitants are
cloathed in that way.

How are thefe confiderable villages fupplied with food—by
public markets, or otherwife?

I believe for the moft part each family plant a {mall fpot of
land for corn, as much as they can confume for the feafon ; in
addition to the corn they plant fome few vegetables. I have
already faid fith is a great article of commerce with them; this
fith, corn, and vegetables, isthe chief of their food.

By whom is the fire-woed f{upplied to the European fhips
cut down?

Moft Freemen of the different towns on the Gold Coaft have
fome, two or three, or more Slaves. The men generally cut that
wood by order of their mafter, who does or does not let the
Slave benefit by his labour, as he thinks fit.

Whether the Slaves ever refufe the command of their mafters
to cut the wood on thofe occafions ?

I cannot {peak fo particularly to that point ;—if a Slave of my
own refufed to.obey my order I {old him, and I {fuppéfe a free
Native would do the fame.

Are there not Slaves belenging to the facories employed in va-
rious fervices there, and fometimes in the defence of thofe fac-
tories ?

Slaves belonging to the factories, or more properly belonging

o
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to the public, are a very different defcription of Slaves altogether
—they and their forefathers have been handed down from time
to time; fo that at the prefent day there is hardly one among
them that was not born a Slave.

In your former an{wer, when you fay that moft Freemen of the
different towns have two or more Slaves, do you mean to {peak
generally of Freemen on the Gold Coaft ?

Clearly fo.

Do you not think that thofe Slaves would obey their maflers
orders, if they were directed to cultivate Cotton, provided the
foil were adapted to it 2

I cannot take upon me to fay how that would be—fome might,
and others might not.

Do you think that a trade for Cotton could be opened on the”

Gold Coaft ?

The country certainly produces Cotton, and might be culti-
vated with that article ;—but it would be a very difficult thing
to get the natives to cultivate any quantity.—The only piece of
ground I ever faw cultivated with Cotton in Africa was my own
planting, whic_h_might be the fize of the floor of this houfe.—
I would have given the Natives ten times the value of it, if they
would have gathered it for me, but nothing could tempt them to
gather it for me.

Whether the fame articles, which you offered them for ga-
thering the Cotton, they did not fupply themfelves with by the
felling of Slaves ?

Beyond a doubt.

Are human victims facrificed, except at the death of perfons
of confiderable diftin&tion ?

Sacrifices at death are confined chiefly to the funcrals of great
men,

Whether the greateft part of the fhips which you faw fail in
the day-time were not fhips trading along the Coalt, or were.
not fhips having compleated their cargo, and going off the
Coalt ?

I believe I have before ftated, during the laft ten years I was in
that country fcarce a fhip left the Coaft that I did not fee her
fail down the Coaft—that is, fhe had completely finifhed her bu-

finefs, and was going to the Weft Indies.
What

fl,:l i.-!zt‘ 1
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What proportion did thofe fhips you faw fail bear to the
whole number reforting to that part of the Coaft ?

A very large proportion ; probably four out of every five—The
laft feven years I refided at Cape Coaft Caftle—and near two years
previous to that I lived at Anamaboe, which is the mart of trade
on the Gold Coaft—Thofe places are within fight of each other—
Every perfon converfant in that country knows full four out of every
five fail from one or the other of thofe places—as to the time of
failing, profeflional men will very foon afcertain that, when they
know that (hips leaving that country muft take the advantage of a
land wind, which feldom blows frefh enough to carry them from
the land till five or fix in the morning, fometimes ten or eleven.

Do you mean to fay that the greateft part of the fhips leave
Anamaboe in the day ?

If between the hours of five and ten in the forenoon means the
day, T am confident they do, for the reafon I have juft now
affigned.

Are you of opinion that your having redeemed fome Slaves
from facrifice, leffened the géneral number of Slaves facrificed ?

I do not fuppofe it had any great effe& on the practice—it cer-
tainly leffened the number to be facrificed in that inftance.

Whether the perfons condemned for Witcheraft do or do not
really perform certain ceremonies which are confidered to confti-
tute that crime ; and whether the punifhments affixed to them are
known and certain ?

I cannot take upon me to fay what a& they really do commit ;
I have generally underitood fuits of this kind are inftituted im-
mediately fubfequent to the fudden death of any man or woman
to whom. they belong, and which death they have not been able
to account for.

Are thefe fuits merely malevolent, and {raudulently inftituted, or
whether any acts are really performed by the perfons accufed ?

I have faid, 1 generally underitood fudden deaths give rife to
the accufations.

Are married women in Africa generally faithful to their huf-
bands ?

We cannot fuppofe them quite fo conftant in that country,
where the hufband has fuch a variety of wives, as in other coun-
tries, where he is confined to one.

Are
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Are there fuch particular reftraints laid on the married women
in Africa, as to make it difficult for them to commit afks of in-
fidelity ?

I know no reftraints they lay under: if themfelves or their
families have money to pay the forfeit, they generally follow their
own inclinations.

What become of female Africans convicted of Adultery ?
Generally fpeaking they are, I believe, in the fame prediea-
ment as the men—redeem themfelves, or forfeit their liberty.

Do you think Europeans, if fo difpofed, could procure as many
female as male Slaves in Africa?

I am perfuaded they could not; and I fpeak from a great deal
of experience—I have bought fome hundreds—fome thoufands.

Do you know whether the tetanus, or locked jaw, prevails in
Africa among the children ?

As to my own Slaves, young and old, altogether I do not be-
lieve I ever buried ten—As to the Free Natives of the country
being fubje& to that diftemper, I cannot fay.

Is it a common thing for perfons accufed of Witchcraft to be
acquitted ?

Having already faid every thing I can on that {ubject, I do net
{ee how I can anfwer any further queftions on it.

Is that the only anfwer you can give ?
I can only anfwer to that purpofe.

If the Slave Trade was to be abolithed, do you apprehend
perfons would ftill be made Slaves for every inferior fort of
crime ?

I believe T before ftated that the Natives would conceive there
was great danger in letting loofe among them criminals of every
defcription, of which Theft forms a confiderable part.

Would not other punifhments be fubftituted in licu of Sla-
very ?

They have no other punifiments that T know of among them
but Death and Slavery.

Are there many fhip’s boats loft in the courfe of the trade
which go from the thip to the landing-place ?
5 Th
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The boats are of two defcriptions—trading-boats and water-
ing-boats.

Are many of the trading-boats loft ?
They never land, and confequently are in no danger.

Of thofe boats which bring off the Slaves to the fhips, are
many loft?

I believe, as far as my obfervations have gone, that of the
whole number of Slaves eéxported, not one in 4 hundred goes off
in a boat at all.

How are they carried from the thore to the fhip ?
In the country canoes by the Natives.

Would not the fame country cances which carry off Slaves alfo
carry any produce ? .
No doubt the large ones might.

Whether the land which you ftated to be in fuch great plenty is
not fit for the purpofe of dultivation ?

Having already faid they raifc a good deal of Corn, Yams, and
other pulfe, it follows thatthe land is capable of cultivation; but
it does not remove the inconveniency of the rocks, which I before
mentioned to be fo generals -

Do you mean to fay thatall the land which is capable of pro-
ducing thofe articles is employed for that purpofe ?
No—rnor I do not {uppofe one thoufandth part of it.

You fpeak only to that country?
I fpeak only to that country.

Is that land incapable of being cultivated for Cotton, Rice, and
the other productions which are congenial to the climate ?

I have already faid Cotton will grow there, and does grow wild—
Rice has been often tried, but hitherto withont f{uccefs—Rice is
peculiar to another part of Africa.

Is the general difpofition of the Natives averfe to labour ?
I have generally found them fo—even though well paid.

Do you {peak of the Slaves as well as of the Freemen, as to their

difpofitions being averfe to labour ?
I believe
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I believe in general Slaves require mafters at their heels, fo I
believe the Free People would.

Do you mean to {ay that the Slaves are averfe to labour ?
I believe they are equally difpofed to indolence.

Do nine out of ten Slaves rejoice at their falling into our hands,

though they are aware that they are bought for labour; and by their
geftures with to convince the purchafers they are fit for it ?
* That queftion comes out of my cvidence before the Privy Coun-
cil—It will probably fave the Committee fome trouble if I admit
the whole of that evidence, as taken before the Privy Council, as
fact.

Queftion repeated.

It frequently happens in a ot of eight or ten Slaves that one will
be refufed for fome defett, fuch as a{peck in his eye, though other-
wife probably as ftrong, robuft a Slave as any in the lot—in mak-
ing a purchafe of ten or twelve, fuch refufe Slave fecing himfelf re-
je€ted, will importune you to buy him;and by every poffible means
in his power endeavour to convince you he is equally as capable
of labour as thofe you have purchafed—this is not in one, two, or
three inftances only, but I have found it generally fo when I {poke
of a defe@ in the eye—I do not mean that every man refufes a
Slave on that account, I fpoke principally of my own cafe.

Do you mean to fay that the nine Slaves out of ten, who are not
refufed, or likely fo to be, do exprefs this defire of becoming
Slaves to the Europeans ?

Without regard to the tenth, that isithe refufe Slave, I wilh to
be underftood that, generally fpeaking, nine out of ten of all the
Slaves I have bought have been plealed, or appeared to be pleafed,
at changing a Black Mafter for a White Mafter.

Have you notaflerted that if a Slave was ordered by his Mafter
to cultivate Cotton, you would not anfier for his compliance ?
If T have anfwered that queftion, it was a matter of opinion.

You have ftated that the Slaves know they are bought for the
purpofe of labour—is it your opinion that the Slaves imagine the
labour to which they are to be put is lighter than that to which
they have been employed in their own country ?

Without having any idea of the magnitude of the labour, I be-

lieve
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lizve their joy arifes from fecin g_j;hem {elves removed from a fituation
where they think their life is 1n danger.

What is the caufe of the Slﬂes apprehcnding their lives to be
in danger? G
Becaufe they are fubfervient to the will of their Mafters.

Is it ufual in that country for a Mafter to put his Slave to

death ?
I have already ftated in whatinftances they do.

What are thofe inftances in which the Mafter puts his Slave to
death ?

In obferving their rites and ceremonies, and very probably in
fome inftances which do not come to the knowledge of us Eu-
ropeans—I cannot fpeak to the caufe, fo well as I can to the fact
that it is fo. '

Do you argue from the probability of their being put to death
for caufes of which you are totally ignorant ?
I have not prefumed to argue from any fuch point.

You have flated that the Free Natives would be afraid to employ
the Slaves in the cultivation of their lands ; for what reafon do you
think fo? .

I believe I have not ftated it as a fact, but an opinion that I
thought they would confider ita dangerous experiment.

Have you not ftated, that the Free Natives are to the Slaves
in the propertion of above one hundred to one ?

After what I have faid on that fubject, I think it rather hard to
prefs it further ;—the reafon why I think fo is, that every gentleman
of this Committee muft know 1 can f{carce be competent to an-
fwer it—there are no calculations made in that country with re-
{peé to population, as there are in this country.

What is the foundation of your opinion, that the Free Natives
would confider as a dangerous experiment to employ their Slaves,
whom they now fell to the Europeans, in the cultivation of
land ?

I have anfwered a queflion very fimilar to that already—For the
fame reafon that we are afraid of employing our convids in this
country.

What
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What is that reafon ? !
I fhould conceive it very dangerous to let loofe all the felons

out of the gaols of this kingdom, under the idea that they would
confine themfelves to any particular fpot or {pecies of labour.

Do you mean to fay, that you conceive it to be dangerous to
the well-being of the flate to permit perfons who have been con-
vi@ed of fmall offences, who are Debtors (to fay nothing of thofe
convicted of Adultery) to go at large in their native country,
after having fuffered the punithment correfpondent to the of-
fence ?

I have already ftated, that there are no modes of punifbment but
Death and Slavery in that country.

Queftion repeated.
Experience tells us in this country it is not dang erous ;—but I
thought the queftion applied to Africa.

Are the European Traders prefent on the fpot throughout the
whole year, ready to purchafe fuch Slaves as are offered to them

for fale ?
Always, at all times.

Did not you fay, that there is no manufacture of any kind of
cloths in the countries of which you fpoke ?
I certainly did fo.

Do you mean to apply that to the country between Accra and
the River Volta? '
Yes, I certainly do—but fearful left the honourable Member
@who afks the queftion may be mifinformed, I beg leave to ftate,
that there is a country, a confiderable way in land, immediately
between Accra and the River Volta, that does manufaGure a fow
cloths ; — the number is fo inconfiderable in the firft place,
that I fhould hardly have thought it worth mentioning ; but
being made in the interior part of the country, I did not think
it applied to that part of the Coaft I have been defcribing.—1I only
beg leave to fay further, that the number of cloths is fo trifling
as not to be an obje@—they are chiefly brought down to Accra
and places thereabouts, which may have given rife to the idea
of their being manufaGured there.

Does any Indigo grow in that country between Accra and the
river Volta ?
T I hardly
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I hardly know the plant itfelf if I fee it; but I believe there
is a plant grows wild here and there—I have been on the fpot
with gentlemen who were judges—I was none myfelf—they have
told me it was a wild plant, Very inferior in point of quality to
the Indigo in other parts.

Is any ufe made of that Indigo by the Natives of that
country ?

I believe I have before faid, that to the leeward of the river
Volta they ufe it, and bring itto great perfection.

Is it or is not true, that about Accra Indigo grows wild,
with which the Inhabitants die their own cloths ?

I have admitted it grows wild about there—I really do not
know the Inhabitants do ufe it there; but they probably may,
as they do fo near to the leeward of it—I do not wifh to fay
they do not.

Then you cannot fay pofitively whether or not  Indigo
grows wild about Accra, withwhich the Inhabitants dye their
own cloths ? {

I have {poke pofitively to the Indigo growing wild about Ac-
cra; but I cannot (peak pofitively to a fact I never faw, whe-
ther they ufe it green or manufadtured, or whether they ufe it
at all. §

Did you not ftate, that one of the obftacles to the cultivation
of the articles of produce for exportation was on account of the

rocky and mountainous nature of the foil ?
I did. '

Do you apply that faét alfo to the country between Accra and”
the river Volta?

Not fo generally as to every other part of the Gold Coaft,

Is it or is it not true, that between Accra and the river Volta
it is a fine, low, level, rich country?

If the honourable Member in afking that queftion refers to
Mr. Bagg's evidence before the Privy Council, as I fee the Re-
port in his hand, it is the mereft burlefque I ever read in my
life of the appearance of the cultivation of Africa.—I am ready to
admit, that from Accra downwards to the river Volta is level,
and much more fertile than any other part of the Gold Coaft; but
the comparifon between it and the corn-fields that are mentioned

in
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in Mr. Bagg’s evidence, is painting the feene in mych. too high
colours.

Do you recolle@t being examined before the Committee of
Privy Council appgiuﬁﬁd'to enquire into _;he ftate of the Slave.
Trade ?

I have already faid I admit every thing I fee in that book to

be my evidence,

Do you remember ftating to that Committee, that between
Accra and the river Volta it is a fine low, level, rich country ?

In fpeaking of Africa I certainly muft admit that that part
of it, as there defcribed, compared with the other parts of
Africa which I had been defcribing, going from the windward
part of the Gold Coaft down to that particular fpot, the dif-
ference is fo ftriking that it cannot efcaps an obferver,

Do you recollec ftating to that Committee, that Indigo grows
wild about Accra, with which the Inhabitants dye their own
cloths ? _

I may have ftated to the Committee, that Indigo grew wild
about Accra; but I never remember to have faid it was in ufe,
nor have I feen in the book that part of my evidence ;—if it is
there ftated as part of my evidence, I do not recolle& having
feen it.

Whether, at the time you gave your evidence to the Commit-
tee of Privy Council, you had not an opportunity of revifing the
minutes, in order to know that they were corre& ?

Yes, I certainly had ; and hope the Committee will do' me
the juftice to believe, that I do not mean to deceive them.

When the Slaves come down from the interior country fore
and emaciated, do the European factors buy them in that con-
dition, or do the factors keep them till their fores are healed,
and they are fitter for fale ?

I cannot anfiver to the general pradtice—the factors do not
tell us.

Could not the king of Apollonia, if he chofe it, with eale
compel thole of his {ubjeéts to labour whom he either puts to
death or fells, as his caprice direéts him ?

It feems natural enough to fuppofe, that the man whofe life is
in your power would readily {fubmit to any labour to fave his

U life ;—
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life ;—but Eolitical motives, I fuppofe, would prevent the king
employing him in that way,

Whether the Princes of the Slaving Country do not keep
women for the purpofe of breeding Slaves for exportation ?
1 know of no fuch thing.

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were direéted to
withdraw,

To report a Progrefs, &c.
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Martis, 9° die Funii 1789.

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfs; to confidei
further of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, com-
plained of in the feveral Petitions which were prefented
to the Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative
to the State of the African Slave Trade.

C Ounfel called in.

o

The Counfel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded in their
Evidence ; and ealled

Captain JOHN K N O X.

Are you now a Commander of an African Ship ?
I have been fo of late—not at prefent—and likely to be again.

How long have you been fo?
Between feven and eight years.

How long have you knewn the African Trade in any other
fituation, before that ?

About an equal period of time, as Surgeon of an African fhip.

What particular part of the Coaft are you beft acquainted
with ?

The Windward Coaft more particularly—the Grain Coaft, and
the Coaft of Angola.

Have you been often on the Windward Coaft, and for a long
fpace of time?

I have been five or fix voyages oi the Windward Coaft; the
laft was for thirty-three months.

X Have
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Have you had opportumtlcs of obferving the government and
manners of the Country ?

As much as moft people fi‘admg to that part of the Country.

i

Give fome, accaunt of th go_'v.e;nmqnt ~and. manners of the
Country ? :

I prefume it is the Grain Ceaft I am now defired todfpeak to—if
{o, the government can {carcely be defined by a likenefs to any
thing i Burope ;—it confifts §f {mall! communities very- loofely
joined together ; where a few idividuals, for mutual fafety, fome-
times find it convenient to aff mblc for the d;fpatch of bufinefs ;
each however may’ be confiderd as the King and Prie of his own
houfe, and is held fcarcely ingny other eftimation than what their
wealth commands ;—thefe defide every thing that can be called
criminal, and as- the' bigheft Buthority, ' are entitled to confide-
rable refpe@ when affembled. = know of no law however which
obliges them to mutual defence; hence the depredatians on the
property of another are gen_er' y carried on for ‘private interefl ;
fuch is the loofe and very'u cttled ftate of government in that
Country.

What are the limits of the.Grain Coafl ?
From Sherbro to Cape Pal

‘otherwife ?

Is that Country populous; !
ds, which is.a very finall avay in-

.As far as :my obfervation exie
land, it is very populous indetd.

wife ?
‘Very low andflat, and in
overflowed.

What is the face of the Eountry———is it fivampy, or other-
¢ rains very confiderable pact Qﬁ it

Is it a healthy country ?
I apprehend -not, .

", Is Slavery, known in that Ceuntry ?
Univerfally.

Do the Africans themfelves ufe domeftic Slaves there?
Moft affuredly.

- Are thofe Slaves numerousi?
Very numerous fometimes.

‘How
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How are Slaves provided which are exported by the Europeans ?

Purchafed from the Nativesy who a& as brokers between thofe
who bring them from the interior parts and the fhipping.
Do many of the Slaves exported come from the interior part.
of the Country ? I = . :

I apprehcndi_ninc-tenths in the diftri& I am now fpeaking of.

. Where does the other one-tenth come from ? _
In the fmall diftrict under our own infpection on the Beach.

How do thofe one-tenth become Slaves? .
For various crimes, Adultery, Witcheraft, Theft, fometimes
Debt, and Prifoners of War.

Have the mafters a right to fell their domeftic Slaves ?

21 do not know as'to: the right, but I believe it never is done,
unlefs for a crime committed, and generally, perhaps univerfally
acknowledged.

o

In what manner are perfons tried for'crimes ?

“In every crime but Witchcraft they have a fair open trial, at
which every individual of the village may be prefent.

In what manner are the trials for Witehcraft carried on ?
This being always fecret; “is to me perfectly unkoown.

What is the punifhment on convition for thefe offences in
general? :

.Every other offence but Witchcraft1s generally commuted into
Slavery ; the Principals in that crime, Witchcraft, are generally
ftrangled, and afterwards burnt.

Does the punifhment of Witchcraft extend to any other part
.of the Family ?
‘Generally-to all—they are all but the Principal fold to Slavery.

Do you:know how they become Slaves who are brought from
the dnterior parts ?

By no means—only from the very vague information of the
Natives.

What are the natural productions.of the Grain Coaft ?
The River Sherbre, on the North extremity of it, produces
. Cam
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Cam Wood ; the Southward extremity, Malaguetta Pepper ; the
whole of it Rice, and fomelittle Ivory.

What opportunity have you had of knowing the Coaft of An-

la? '-
goln being three voyages t that part, and during my refidence
there, always on fhore. g

What is the go‘«'ernmen" and what are the manners of that
country ? /

That part of Angola whith we trade to is governed by a King,
though under many fevere reftrictions.

Does Slavery exift there among the Africans themfelves ?
I have been no where in Africa but where Slavery exifts,

Whence come the Slaves fthat are exported by the Europeans
from Angola ?
As in moft other places—generally from the interior country.

‘Where does the remaindercome from ?
From the {fmall communities of the kingdom adjoining to the
Beach.

How do they become Slaves ?
For the fame Crimes as in moft other parts of Africa.

Are they tried before any tfibunal ?
They have a fair open tria} before the Princes of the Blood—

fometimes the King, and al.w.zl.’rs the moft refpectable of the Com-
munity. ’

What is the punifhment fof thefe Crimes?

Slavery. ; !

Is Witchcraft tried there in the fame manner as other Crimes
are ? f
I have already declared myignorance of the manner in which

Witchcraft is tried on the Gmin Coaft, and know nothing more
of it-here. .

Who has the benefit of the convict after he is condemned ?
The party aggrieved always. |

Is
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Is it the fame onthe Grain Coaf, and at Angola ?
As to the benefit arifing from the convi&, it is the fame.

What are the limits-of Angola?

That part of it whence Negroes are provided by the Englith is
very confined—in a larger fenfe it takes in the Portuguefe Settle-
ment of Loango St. Paul’s, and from thence extends nearly to the

Line.

What are the limits, {peaking from your own knowledge ?
_ About five degrees.

What are the natural produttions of that extent of Country ?
The Red or Bar Wood, and fome little Ivory—I know of ne-
thing elfe as an article of exportation.

Do you know the quantity of that Red Wood exported ?
By no means—-1 was never in that trade.

Do you know of any other natural produce of that Coeuntry,
that could be made articles capable of exportation ?
None, as far as my obfervation extends.

Could any trade be carried on there, if Slavés were not an
article of commerce ?

There has been a very few fhips employed in the Red Bar
Wood, I mentioned—I believe, nothing elfe,

When did you go the firft voyage to Africa as mafter of a
thip ?
In 1782.

How many men did you take out, feamen and landmen ?
Forty-five—more than half landmen—feamen at that time
were not to be got.

How long were you out on that voyage, before you arrived in
the Weft Indies ?
Between fix and feven months.

How many did you lofe by death ?
None.

How many Negroes had you on board ?
Four hundred and fifty.
¥ How
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How many did you lofe of them by death?
Seventeen or eighteen.

What was the fize of the fhip?
One hundred and eight tons—perhaps fhe might-have meafured
more.

What part of the Coaft dlﬂ you fail to in this voyage ?
To the coaft of Angola, andifo to the ifland of Tortola.

Did you go a fecond time tq‘!'the fame place ?
Yes.

Where did you.go to in the Weft Indies on that voyage?
Dominica.

How long were you in that foyage?
Altogether about fourteen months.

How long on the coaft of Affica?
In that voyage rather more thin {even months.

How came you to be fo long
From the number of Frenchivefiels then lying at Angola.

How many did your crew confift of in that voyage, and what
propomon of {eamen ?

Thirty-three or thirty-four.—I do not remember ever going to
{ca but that more than ene-halfiwere landmen.

How many died in that voyagL of the crew ?
Four.

-Of what diforder did they die 1

Fevers.

5
How many Negroes had you an board ?
We purchafed fomewhere ah"rmt three hundred and ‘twenty,
and loft near forty of that number.

What was the fize of the ﬂnp
The fame vefiel.

How do you account for the“cteater mortality in the fecond
voyach
From
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From the length of the purchafe, and from the want of their

‘natural food, which that country never affords for the Negroes
exported.

Did you go a third voyage to any other part of Africa in the
fame veflel ?
“Yes, to Cape Mount, on the Grain Coatt.

How many men had you that voyage, and what proportion
of feamen ?

Thirty-four the whole—and I have already faid that one-half
were always landmen,

‘Is it the general practice of the trade to have half always land-
men !
I have ever found it {o.

Did you come off the Coaft in your own veflel the third
yoyage.

No—I fent her off with twenty-five of the people that I car-
ried out in her, after having been feventeen months on the coaft
of Africa.

What became of the other nine men ?
Three were officers, and ftaid with me—three were unfortu-
nately loft in craft—and the other three died of fevers.

How long did you remain in the country ?
Thirty-three months.

When did you leave it ?
The latter end of January 1788.

Did you come off as Captain of a fhip?
Yes.

How many Negroes had you on board, and how many did you
lofe on the pafiage?
Two hundred and ninety, and loft only one.

What ifland did you fail to?
Dominica.

Do you know whether the failors on board Slave S hips are more
or lefs healthy than thofe on board Wood Ships ?
I never had it in my power to draw a comparifon.
Can
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«Can you eafily land heavy articles on the Windward Coaft?
I believe heavy articles cannot be landed at all.

Can heavy articles be brought from the Shore to the fhips ?
I think not—I never knew of any.

In what manner is Rict:% or other articles, brought from the

dhore ?
Rice is brought in very%fmall bafkets generally, in the canoes

of the Natives.

Whence arifes the diﬁ‘ECLthy of thipping or landing heavy goods
on that Coalt ? [

From the very heavy and conftant farf which univerfally pre-
vails. i

Is it not very common fn?- the {mall packages of Rice to come
wet to the thips ? .
Very generally.

Does the Country produge Rice in greater quantities than is
wanted for exportation at this time ?
I have often found that my wants could not be fupplied from |

the Country.

Are there any Dying Weods in the neighbourhood of Cape
Mount ?

I know of none—The fiver Sherbro produces a confiderable
quantity of Cam Wood, andno where elfe as faras I know within

the diftrict.

!
|
Is Wax, or any other articles of commerce, produced there ?
Wax is here totally unkhown—The whale produces a fmall
quantity of Ivory; Malagul%a Pepper, formerly mentioned, in 2
particular part; and Rice ofer the whole—thefe are all the articles
of exportation that I am acjuaintcd with in that Country.
Is there a confumption for more Cam Wood than we now get
from that Country? '
I helieve not—I think the market is overftocked both with that

and Bar Wood.

Could the trade of Ivory be extended ?
At prefent we give them every inducement to exert their in-

«dufiry which the article will bear.—1I apprehend it is not pefiible
to extend it in this place.
Are
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Are there any navigable rivers on the Wood Coaft to the Eaft-
ward of the Sherbro.

None whatever where a boat of four and an half or five feet
water could penetrate twelve miles from the Beach.

In the voyages you have made, do you know of kidnapping
Slaves, or of their being obtained by fraud or opprefiion ?

I never knew the praftice nor heard of the word in that
Country.

When the Slaves are put on board the fhips, are they treated
with humanity and attention ?
Moft affuredly.

Are they treated fo through the whole of the voyage ?
Through the whole of the voyage.

‘What is their food ?
Principally Rice.

‘What is their food on thore on the Windward Coaft ?

Rice is likewife a principal article of their food on fhore, and
the root Caffada—Palm Oil—many kinds of glutinous herbs—
Pepper—and thofe on the fea-coalt have often fifh.

What other articles have they on board befides Rice.

When Rice is not to be provided in a fufficient quantity, we
generally make the previous provifion of carrying out Beans, Stock
Fifh ; and from Africa, Palm Oil, Pepper, Sheep, Goats, Fowls.

What fort of Beans are thofe ?
Commonly fplit Beans, though I have feen them otherwife.

Have the Negroes on the voyige you have feen had a fuffici-
ency of food ?
I never knew it otherwife.

Has the food been regularly ferved to them ?
It is almoft our fole employment to ferve them regularly.

Is the !’ervmg of the Negroes left to the {feamen only, or do the
officers fce it done ?

By no means to the feamen,—generally done by the oﬁlcers
themfelves throughout.

7 In
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In what manner are the Negroes fed on fhore, that come from
the Coaft of Angola. ;s

The Natives there live pringipally on Caffada, which they pre-.
pare in various ways—ifome little Indian Corn—and to thefe you

may add Fifh.

What is the food of the Slaées on board fhip.

The Country itfelf affords fio provifion ; we always carry out
Beans—and I have always called at the Wood Coaft for Rice
when it was to be got. |

Are the Negroes on the paflige fupplied with a fufficient quan-
tity of water ? "
I never faw it otherwife. !

Where do the fhips ufually
Thofe from the Windward
—though every fhip keeps a n
off from the Beach, eitherin a

| to take in their water.

alt fometimes call at Sierra Leone,
ber of the Natives to bring water
all boat, or in their canoes.

What quantity of water havethe thips ufually on board for the
Middle Paffage from the Windfard Coaift and Angola ?
Conftantly about one gallon ger head per day. .

For how long a time ?
From the Windward Coaft
though moft generally for te
being more certain, a fmaller
{uppofed fufficient. 3
1

r feldom lefs than two months,
ecks—the paflage from Angola
antity of Water on the whole is

In what manner are the Slages treated when firft brought on
board the fhip ?

If a number of Negroes areon board, the men are generally
put in Irons—the females neven

When are the Trons taken off the men?

With many it is cuftomary, I believe, only when they reach
the Weft Indies—with others, of which I was one, the moment
we left the Coaft.

What time of day is it ufual to leave the Coaft ?

Generally f{peaking, it is onmly practicable very early in the
morning, when the land-wind blows.—Upon the whole of the
.Grain Coaft you may fail up and down, but cannot well get at
a diftance from it at any other time.

Is
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Is it ufual for fhips to make fignals when they are about to
fail ?

I never knew it otherwife, but where a fignal was made from
three to four weeks before failing, conftantly flying till the time
of failing—and to enforce that fignal more, for a few mornings
before failing a gun is fired every morning.

Do the Natives perfectly well underftand the meaning of thofe
fignals ?
Yeb.

In what manner are the Negroes pliced on board the fhip on
the Middle Paffage ?

_ If the weather is any thing moderate, they are conftantly on the
deck in the day-time, and the grown Slaves between decks at
night—many of the younger ones are {uffered to run where they
pleafe night and day.

During your voyages, can you fiy that any of the Ne-
groes have died from their being placed in too crowded a fitu-
ation ?

I never fuppofed that one died from being over-crowded ; on
the contrary, I always found, when we got into any thing of a
trade-wind, that that part of the fhip immediately under the
gratings was deferted, to fkreen themfelves from the cold.

In the time of illnefs, in the courle of the voyage, have the
Negroes been taken care of ?

Every pofiible attention was paid to a fick Negro; fo much fo
that for the fix voyages I was Surgeon of a fhip I conftantly
ufed to vifit them three or four times in the courfe of the night,
if any were indifpofed.

Were the fhips provided with medicines and other neceffaries
for ficknefs ?

Always—ample provifion of fago, flour, wine, {pices, and
whatever elfe could be thought to contribute in the {malleft de-
gree to their accommodation.

Were any general precautions taken to preferve the health of
the Negroes ?

The utmoft cleanlinefs, fumigations, and f{prinkling with
vinegar, and above all frefh air.

When



[ 82 ]

When the fhip is arrived in the Weft Indies, are any medicines
or means ufed to repel diforders, and make them up for fale ?
I never knew an inftance of the kind.

. Has the health of the thtc People been attended to in the
voyage ?
Very particularly, fo fa as my obfervation extends.

Have you obferved whi er a greater proportion of feamen or
landmen die on their voyage

The greater proportion f the mortality fall on the 1andmcn,
from not being feafoned t{ the country.

What is the proportion.
I cannot fay precifely.

In the parts of the Windward Coaft, and Angola, are there any
manufaétures ?

I obferved none on the!
to {leep on—there are a fe

Windward Coaft, except a few Mats
Cloths fometimes worn by the Chiefs
of a village, which come ffom a country which they cannot de-
feribe—on the coaft of A@igola they make a fmall Grafs Cloth,
which is the common medium of traffic; that and a few Caps,
and Pipes curioufly formed,make the whole of their manufacture.

Could any of thofe articles be obtained in fuch quantities as to
become articles of exportatign ?

The largeft (hip-load wotld not fetch five pounds in this coun-
try—I apprehend they could not be procured in any quantity.

i
Examined by Members of the Committee.

|
Have you heard from the Natives, that many of the Slaves
brought from the interior Country are prifoners taken in war ?
I have frequently heard, that fome of the Slaves from the inte-
rior Country have been taken in war.

Do you mean by fome, that a {mall proportion are prifoners
taken in war ?
I mean a very fmall proportion.

Have you heard that thofe wars were ever made or prolonged
for the purpofe of making Slaves of the prifoners taken in war.
Adjoining

o
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Adjoining to the Beach war is always deftructive of “the Slve
" Trade, it prevents the Slaves from coming down from the interior
Parts ; and, to reafon from analogy, I fhould fuppofe the fame to

take place in the interior parts.

Queftion repeated.
I never heard that wars are:made or prolonged. for the purpofe

of making Slaves of the prifoners taken n war.

You have faid that Criminals have a fair trial —does not the de-
cifion depend abfolutely. on the pleafure of the Head or Prince of
the fmall Community of which the Criminal is a member ?

In this fmall Community the Chiefs who compofe it have the

-fame degree of power, and when aflembled together are the higheft

. authority.

Are perfons tried before the Heads of thefe fmall Communities

affembled together ?
I believe very generally.

Are they never tried before the Head-of the fingle Community

to which they belong ?
I have already faid that no fingle Community has a fingle Head.

Do you recolle& how many of your crew came home in each of

your two voyages that you went as Captain ?
The firft voyage one man left me in the Weft Indies—and in

the fecond voyage alfo one, and. four died.

“You have faid ‘that the Negroes are treated with humanity on
.the paflage—are they chained together.
No doubt they many times are.

In what manner ?
A right and left leg, and a right and left arm.

Are they ever confined in a place where they cannot ftand up-
right ?

At night, when they go to fleep, we do not intend they fhould
{tand upright, but that they thould lie down.

Can they ftand upright in the place where they are to pafs
the night ?

A 2 In
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In moft vefiels there is plenty of room to ftand immediately un-
der the gratings—in others the heighth is fufficient for them to
ftand up all over the thip—aid in very {mall veflels frequently not

more than four feet.

Do you mean that in youtown fhip, in the place where they
were confined at night, there was fufficient heighth for them to
ftand upright ?

I do mean that there was afufficient heighth in my own fhip.

What was the heighth? * :
From deck to deck five ft# ten inches—under the gratings fix
feet ten inches. i

Had you any platforms betieen decks ?
All round the fhip. i

What was the heighth bcrlyeen the deck and the platforms ?
The fpace between the d’qck was nearly divided by the plat-
forms, about two feet eleveninches from each deck.

Did any Slaves lie there !
Quite full.

Do you mean that they cor}d ftand upright between the plat-
forms and the deck ?

Certainly not,

Could the talleft of them fit upright in that fpace ?
I do not recolle makingthe experiment—I have often laid
them down there.

Does it not often happen that Slaves of different nations are
chained together ?

We prevent that as far asiwe can by chaining thofe together
who fpeak the fame language—nor do I recollect an inftance to
the contrary.

Are the Negroes ever forced'to dance in the day-time?
I never faw it neceffary to ufe force for that purpofe.

" You have faid that every inducement which the article would
bear is given to the bringing Ivory down to the Coaft—do you
not
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not imagine that if we would take nothing elfe but Ivory for our
commodities, a greater quantity would be brought down?

I apprehend that if the Negroes did not come down to Market,
no Ivory would come at all. .

Are the Natives defirous of having our commodities ? .
No doubt, what are neceffary.

Do_you not believe that if we would take nothing but Ivory for
the commodities which are neceflary for them, a greater quantity
of Ivory would be brought?

I think not—TI think the quantity of Ivory which we at prefent
receive, and for which we give every encouragement, would not

defray the expence of bringing it down independent of the Ne-
groes.

What are the articles of our trade with them which are necef-
fary for them ?

Adjoining to the Beach they manufadture no cloth whatever—
of courfe they are always cloathed with the manufacture of Eu-
rope—Guns—Powder they have not yet manufatured them-

felves, perhaps never will—Spirits and Tobacco, from along habit,
may be confidered as neceffaries.

If the Europeans would take nothing in exchange for thofe ar-
ticles which you ftated as neceflary but Ivory, mats and cloths of
the manufaGture of the Country, and the produion of the foil,
would not a greater quantity of them be produced and brought
down ?

Ivory is the only article mentioned that could in the {malleft
degree be ufeful to us—the mats and cloths have fometimes been
brought home, but never fetched a price—I believe more cloths
and mats might be produced, but not Ivory.

Would not the production of the foil, in the cafe ftated in the
former queftion, be increafed ?

Does the queftion mean Cam Wood and Rice, which are the
only produce of the foil #

Thofe or any other produce which the foil is capable of ?

The plantation of Rice, I apprehend, could never be very greatly
extended, owing to the nature of the foil, and to the extreme
quick vegetation which every thing in that country is fubject to
—which renders the annual labour of cutting down, burning‘,1

ans
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and carrying away the trinks and branches of trees almoft in-

crzdible. i
.

5 4 4 ! Z
Whether a foil fubject 80 fo quick a vegetation might not he
applied to many articles OF;Produce ?
PP o S
Some parts of it no doulit might.

Whether many parts noét now cultivated might not be {o ap-

= 4
plied 4
There are very many pafls not now cultivated—swhich of thofe

might be fo applied I am aftranger to.

In the fhip you have betn Commander of, had all .the Slaves
rcom to lic down on their Backs at night?
Moft generally fo—fomefimes I have known it otherwife.

.On which of your voyags was it otherwife ?
During the greateft part®f the laft war the French gave the
trade entirely up, and mang of the Englith fhips were likewife
lzid afide—thofe that went found great difpatch, plenty of Slaves
at a very moderate price—fiith times as thofe afforded an oppor-
tunity of fometimes crowdiig the fhip too much..—In my laft
voyage to Angola, ac Surgeon, in 1781 and the beginning of
1782, we were much ftraigned for room, and perfe&ly in the
fituation I am defcribing ; ad of my 602 Negroes, few, except

thofe who {lept upon deck, iad the breadth of their back, and we
f Jamaica,

only loft nine to the Ifland df

What was the tonnage ofithat veffel ?
I really do not recolle&t, bat I believe from 130 to 150 tons—

I think not exceeding that, but I am not pofitive.

Was that your only voyage in which the Slaves had not the
breadth of their backs to lieupon?

I think my next voyage, & Mafter, they were pretty much in
the fame fitnation.

Do you remember the number of Slaves and tonnage in the
snext voyage ?

The tonnage of the veffel, by the regifter, was 106 or ro8
tons—the number of Slaves was 450, and the lofs 17 or 18.

Was that the cafe in any other voyage ?
The laft voyage 1 left the coaft of Africa, the tonnage of the
veflel
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vefiel might be about 120 tons—fome part of it was appropriated
to a White Trader, who had long refided in that country, and
was then fick—this incommoded the Slaves more than I could
have wifhed, and perhaps they had not all the breadth of their
backs—Yet, of 29o Slaves, I loft only one.

Is the Committee then to underftand from you, that in no one
of the voyages to which you fpeak the$Slaves had the breadth of
their backs to lie upon ?

In: none of the three voyages which I have been now defcribing
—J could mention double the number where they had much
more room.

To how many voyages can you fpeak from your own perfonal
knowledge ? -

With refpet to the room the Slaves had, I can fpeak to nine
voyages.

Do you mean to fay that, in the fix other voyages, the Slaves
had the breadth of their backs to lic on?

I mean to fay that, as far as my memory ferves me, they had
plenty of room.

Queftion repeated.
They might have had the breadth of their backs to liec on if
they pleafed.

Do you affert this from your recolle@ion of the fa@, or from
calculation ?

I formed no calculation in my head, or upon paper, re-
{pecting the fize of thofe fhips, but only from general remem-
brance, which, I think, warrants me in faying that they had
plenty of room.

Can you ftate the tonnage of veflels and the number of Slaves
in each of thofe fix voyages?

I cannot—my bufinefs was to look after the Slaves, and not
after the tonnage of the thips—I was then a Surgeon.

What was the number of Whites on board the thip in which
you carried 450 Slaves in the fhip of 108 tons ?
Forty-five Whites,

B b What
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What was the length bcthen decks in that f(hip, as near as you
can guefs ?

I never meafured her, nofean I form a pofitive judgment upon
it.

Did it reach feventy feet ?
Could I anfwer that quﬁfﬁon dire@ly, I muft have previoully
meafured the fhip.

Can you tell the breadth ¢ the fhip ?

She was a very great breidth for her tonnage; fhe might be
about twenty-two or twentj-three feet—but of that I am not
pofitive.

What was the depth of the'hold?
That 1 do not recollect.

Where did fhe ftow her prayifions—in what part ?
In rooms exprefsly made for that purpofe, in the after part of
the hold. .

“Where did fhe ftow her water?
In the hold—and ten days provifion of water upon deck.

What quantity of water wasearried to fea in that veffel ?

I do not pofitively remember the number of gallons—but I-
remember that we had a number of puncheons of water when we
got to the Weft Indies.

If there was fo much wateron deck, hew could the Negroes
ftand upon deck as you have deferibed ?

The water I have mentionedioccupied but a fmall part of the
deck, the Negroes (not one of whom was in Irons) had no dif-
ficulty in amufing themfelves.

What number of boats had that thip ?
Twao.

Were. they not ftowed upon deck ?
They were fufpended on each quarter, as 1s always the cafe on
board a Guinea-man.

How many hatchways had (he ?
Two principal—befides a {mall one forwards, which went into
where
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where the fuel was ftowed—and two fmall ones abaft, which went
into the provifion-room.

What were the extent of the gratings on the two longeft hatch-
ways ? .

I do not rightly underftand the queftion—they were f(ufficient
to take a butt of one hundred and eighty gallons.

What is the length of a butt of one hundred and eighty
gallons ?

I/fuppofc about five feet—I cannot fpeak precifely—It is not
in my line.

What is the breadth of fuch a butt?
I cannot fay—but in general the hatchways are fquare, fuffi-
cient to take it down fore or aft the hatchways.

What is the fize of the fmalleft hatchways on the fcuttles ?
Barely fufficient to admit a boy down into the room.

What are the common diforders to which feamen are fubje&t in
a Guinea fhip ?

Fevers,—very feldom Dyfenteries,—I recolle@ nothing ¢l to
which they are generally fubject to.

You mentioned a fhip of 120 tons, part of which was allotted
to a White Trader—How much of the thip was allotted to the
White Trader ?

It was the proper cabin of the fhip, the whole of which was
allotted to the White Trader.

Is it not cuftomary before the Negrocs are landed to rub them
with Palm Oil ?

The Negroes of Africa, where Palm Oil is to be got, rub them-
felves every day with it—we continuc the practice during all the
Middle Paflages, as nothing can be fo conducive to health as
cleanlinefs.

If the White Trader d not had the cabin, how many Negroes
could you have ftowed in it.
From twenty-five to thirty—and with platforms many more.

How many more ?
I fuppofe fifteen at leaft.
You
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You mentioned the boys being allowed to run about deck in
the night—What might be the number that generally made ufe
of that liberty ¢ -

I had feventy boys that flept on deck every night, and that never
were below—and twenty full-grown men—the Commitee will
abferve that none of the Neégroes in the Ship were in Irons.

What fhip was this 1n*
The thip of 120 tons.

Where were your {eamenftowed on board the fhip you mention-
ed of 108 tons? '

Where they always arelon board of Guinea-men—there are
crofs pieces at the fore-mafly others at the main-maft—upon thofe
are laid fpars, and undef which the feamen’s hammocks are

“hung. ‘

You faid you could have flowed forty-five Negroes in your cabin,
and a platform—and thatfeventy run about the deck—Is the
Committee to underftandithat 345 of the 450 flept between
decks. :

The Honourable Member who afks the queftion has, I believe,

- miftaken the veflel.

Could you have ftowed more than forty-five in the cabin of the
veflel of 108 tons?

I dare fay there were fram forty to forty-five flept in the cabin
of the veffel during all the Middle Pafiage.

How many flept on her deck ?
Perhaps from fifty to fixty—1I do not precifely remember.

‘Did the remaining part of the cargo fleep below ?
Moft undoubtedly.

Do you mean to fay that 360 flept below ?

There were never {o many flept below—for there never was fo
many all together as 360 below—from fifty to fixty on deck, and
forty-five in the cabin,

In the fhips you have been fpeaking of, was it the old regifter,
or the new one ?

The old regifter.
Does
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Does not that make a very confiderable difference in the fize of
the fhips ?

Moft undoubtedly.—It was then the intereft of the owners to
have them regiftered as low as pofiible, as the duties were paid at
fo much per ton, and the lights in the channel in the fame man-
ner.

Was the regifter made on oath ? é
That is more than I can tell.

What is the difference between the proportion of the old and
new regifter, with regard to the tonnage of the thip ?

Neither of thofe veflels has ever been meafured agreeable to the
late act.

Do you know the difference between the old and new regifter ?
No.

To what caufes do you attribute the difference of the numbers
per cent. who died in the different voyages?

For a very obvious caufe indeed—the greater mortality I men-
tioned was from the Coaft of Angola, which Country finds no
Slaves provifions—we are therefore obliged to carry provifions
partly from Europe, and (when to be got) partly from the Wind-
ward Coaft of Africa. The food of the Natives on the Coaft of
Angola is principally the Caffada Root, which they ufe principally
after it has been thrown into water, and has had time to four.—
This, as a vegetable and an antifcorbutic, refifts every difpofition
in the habit to that cruel complaint the Scurvy ;—from the length
of time I was engaged in making the purchafe, and the Negroes
being fed with a food o totally different from that of their own
country, nine of ten who died, died of the Scurvy.

Is that generally the cafe with the cargoes who come from the
Coaft of Angola?

By no means—in the thip where we took 600 Negroes from
the Coaft, we only loft nine, owing to the great difpatch of the
purchafe.

In the voyage of 1782, from the French having deferted the
trade, and many of the Englifh fhips being laid up, you faid you
found a ready cargo, and at a very moderate price ;—from what
caufe was that ?

From the number of Slayes then on hand.
Cc In
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In what manner were thofe Slaves kept on fhore for the n'_mrket?
I do not recolle ever {eeing fix Slaves in the country till they
came into my pofieflion, {o that I cannot anfwer that queflion.

How did you know thete was a full market for Slaves,—by
what fymptoms ? - )

By fifty, fixty, fomectimes 200 being offered for fale in a
day. »

How were they offered,—were they brought to the fhip o

The trade is made on thare, and we feldom have the inforination
of them till they come intoithe factory.

Was you ever employed by being fent on fhore to make that
trade ?
I made the trade on fhorefor two voyages altogether.

Did you in the voyage of 1782 ?
In the voyage.of 1782 I'did—but not in the voyage with 6oo
Slaves, when I went as Surggon.
i
Where is the factory ?
On fthore.

Then when there was fofeady a market in 1782, you was on

thore ? .
I was on fhore only the fitft half of the purchafe.

In what manner were theiSlaves then brought differently from
other voyages, when they were not {o plenty *—What conftituted
the difference between the trade then, and when they were more
fcarce P—And what was the difference of the price ?

As to the mode of bringing Slaves, I never obferved any diffe-
rence, in times of the greatelt plenty or greateft fcarcity,— When
they were fo plenty as I have been juft mentioning, I think they
were not much above one third of the price I afterwards paid for
them.

Are not fhips trading to Guinea obliged to take more fcamen
than are neceffary to navigate the thip ?
Undoubtedly.

Suppofe the whole number of feamen were to remain on board
' after
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after her arrival in the Weft Indies, would it not be very detri-
mental to the intereft of the owners?
I cannot fee that it would.

Is it cuftomary for mafters of fhips in the Guinea Trade to
perfuade or oblige feamen to leave their fhips in the Weft

Indies ?
I never knew an inftance of it.

Did you ever bring home the fame number of feamen you car-
l‘_icfEl out, allowing for mortality ?
In three voyages I only left three people in the Welt Indies.

What is the ufual allowance of provifions and water to feamen
in the Guinea Trade ? .

In my own paffage to Africa I ncver laid them under any re-
ftriction with refpect to provifions—on the Coaft I found it ne-
ceflary to put them to an allowance, to prevent their embezzling
the provifions with the Natives, which allowance was very gene-
rally a pound of beef a day, and a pound of bread—as to water,
I never knew feamen put to an allowance.

Had they any other fpecies of provifions, befides beef and

bread ?
Floar, oatmeal, peale—butter occalionally.

In what proportion of thefe latter articles ?
Flour, peafe, and oatmeal, generally half a pint per day, fome-
times more—butter, the quantity never afcertained.

Do you mean to fay each day in the week ?
By no means.

Explain that?
I mentioned the quantity of each article—and that article is
ordered for the days.

Mention the days ?
Thofe days are not invariab:e—f{ometimes one thing is given
in a day, and fometimes another.

Then do you mean to fay there is no regular allowance but a

pound of meat and a pound of bread per day ?
I believe different Commanders give different articles on dif-
ferent
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ferent days ; but with me they had generally flour twice a week
—peas as long as they kept good—and oatmeal, when it was
found, for breakfaft—and butter occafionally, n cprecife day
for it.

Is the Committee to undéiftand that water is conftantly abroach
on deck, to which the feamen have at all times free accefs ?
With me it always was fo.

Does this allowance contilive throughout the Middle PaEd%e ?
That will, in a great meafure, depend on the length of ‘the
purchafe.

Ts it your opinion that a fhip taking two Slaves to a ton, and
the ufual number of Seamen, can take the quantity of provifions
neceffary to continue the allowance you have mentioned during the
whole of the voyage ?

Moft certainly it is.

And in your opinion the feamen of the Guinea Trade are as well
taken care of as in other voy?as ?
I think no feamen were ever better taken care of than my own

were—I1 with not to go on hearfay.

Is it ufual for mafters of Guinea thips to fell {pirits to the fea-
men ?
I never did.

How was it in thofe fhips where you was Surgeon ?
I have feen in one or two veffels {pirits fold to the {feamen.

Had the feamen no fpirits::in the fhip you commanded your-
felf

They were regularly ferved with a glafs of fpirits every
morning.

And no perfons fold fpirits on board the fhip you com=-
manded ?
No perfon.

In the fhips in which you ferved as Surgeon, wherein you fay
you have known fpirits fold to the feamen, what was the price in
general you remembered the feamen to have paid for it ?

That did not fall under my infpection, nor can I precifely fay
what that price was,

Is



[ %7 1]

Is it not ufual in the Guinea Trade to pay their feamen onc-
half of their wages in the Weft Indies ?
It certainly is.

What are the dedutions ufually madé in fettling their ac-
counts ? _ < _ -

I know of none but of one fhilling per month for the hofpitals,
and for the few flops they may have had during the voyage.

Who furnithed them with thofe flops?
The fhip always carries out a quantity, fuppofing they may be
wanted.’

Are the flops laid in by the merchant or the mafter ?
Always by thé merchant, as far as [ know.

Does the merchant fix the charge of the different articles?
I never knew of fuch orders.

If the articles are laid in by the merchant, is it not ufual for
the merchant to affix a price on his own goods ?

There is an invoice price of what they coft him affixed to every
thing—but I never knew of any price as the fale price.

Then is the Committee to underfiand that the fale price is left
to the difcretion of the mafter of the (hip ?
No doubt.

And does he pay to the merchant the whole of the money that
he charges to the feaman, in fettling his account in the Weft
Indies, or on his return home?

The amouat of the flops is deducted from his account when it
is fettled.®

Then the mafter has no private intereft whatfoever in the fale of
thofe flops to the feamen ?

I never knew he had the leaft, either direGly or indirectly.

Did you ever hear any reafon given for paying the feamen one-
half of their wages in the Weft Indies?

It is generally fuppofed to be to enable them to lay in a few
articles to prefent their friends with on their return.

In the agreements miade between the mafter and the feamen,
Dd before
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before they proceed on theyoyage, is it not ufual to infert a claufe,
declaring that any man bringing on board any article of merchan-
dize whatever, fhall not only forfeit {fuch articles, but the whole
of his wages, and every thing belonging to him on board of the
fhip? |

If this refpe@s the Welt Indies, I never knew of fuch an ar-
ticle.

The Guinea Trade is meant by the queftion, and not the Weft
India trade ;—and the queftion is repeated, Whether you have not
feen {uch article ftand in the agreement betwixt the mafter and the
feamen ?

I never did.

And do you not believe it is ufual to infert fuch an article in
that trade in the ports of Liverpool and Briftol ?

I do not believe it is ufualin Liverpool, for I never heard of fuch
a thing—1I defire to be undeérflood, I have known officers in their
agreement prohibited from'making any trade on the coaft of Af-
rica—but never knew thefmalleft reftriction laid on the difpofal
of the feamen’s wages in the Weft Indies.

Then is the Committee o underftand that you never heard of
fuch an article, as applying to the whole of the voyage?
Never.

Is it ufual for the feamen and the mafter of the fhip to fign
an agreement, ftating the monthly wages that each man is to re-
ceive during the voyage ?

Moft undoubtedly.

Do you confider that agreement as equally binding on the mafter
a5 the {caman ?
I apprehend it is equally binding on both.

Did you ever know a claufe inferted in another part of that
agreement, by which the mafter and two of his officers are to
judge of the abilities of thefeaman after the fhip is at fea, and
to make fuch deductions from his wages as they thought proper ;
and is not the feaman bound to {ubmit to it ?

In all African articles which ever fell under my eye, there is a
claufe, that if any officer or feaman fhall wage or enter himfelf
in a fituation which he is pot capable to fill, that the mafter
and two of his officers fhall make fuch a dedu&ion from his wages
as appears to them reafonable,

Who
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Who is to appoint thofe officers?
The mafter to be fure, at fea of courfe—it is alfo expreffed,

that one of their own number of the feamen thould be prefent at
the deliberation.

Can the captain remove the two officers at his pleafure, if he is
not fatisfied with their conduét ?

I have ever confidered that the captain has a difcretionary power
to remove any oflicer with whofe condué he is not fatisficd.

" Does a deduétion from the men’s wages go to the mafter or to
the owner ?

To the owner who pays them.

Is it not the pra&ice before mafters hire feamen to go a voy-
age with them, to make fome enquiry of the perfons they had
failed with before, that he may be enabled to judge what fort of
men they are ?

When it is in kis power he will certainly make every enquiry
he can—very generally it is not in his power.

If the feamen difobey any lawful commands of the mafter,
for the fuppreflion of immorality and vice, are they not liable, by
the articles of their agreement, to forfeit in fome cafes all their
wages, and all their property on board fhip, and in fome fhips only
to forfeit one month’s wages ?

Moft articles fo exprefs it, though T never knew an inftance of
either the one or the other in my life.

Are not feamen who behave in a rictous or diforderly manner
liable to forfeit to the owners all the wages due to them ?
I think that queltion is anfwered in my laft anfwer—The failor

who difobeys the commands of the captain behavés in a riotous
and diforderly manner.

Is it not ufual to infert a claufe in the articles between mafters
and feamen, that men entering on board a King's thip fhall forfeit
the whole of their pay—and in fome cafes be paid in dollars at
6s. 8d. each ?

I do not believe that any (uch article ever exifted as the forfeiture
of their whole pay on their entering on board a King’s fhip—very
generally however it is exprefied, that they {hall receive the whole
of their wages in the currency of the country in which they are
paid.

In
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In cafes of difputes between mafter and feaman, are they not
bound, under a penalty of £.20, to fubmit to arbitration ?
I do pot recollec ever heating of any fuch agreement.

As feamen are liable to various forfeitures in the Guinea trade,
how is the money fo forfeited difpofed of ?

I never knew of a farthingfo got in my life, therefore the dif-
pofal of it would be very eafy,

As you confider feamen liable to thofe forfeitures, do you fu}:-
pofe their never having been levied to have proceeded from the
lenity and indulgence of the mafter, or from the good behaviour
of the men?

Every agreement between mafter and feaman, in the African
Trade, having been fo oftenfet afide by the praitioners of the
law, and officers on board King’s {hips, a man would be a fool,
indeed, to profecute him who had nothing to lofe—I mean that
the articles would not warrant them in withholding any part of

the pay that the feaman had eamed, whatever his behaviour might
have bcen.

If you confider fuch articles as neither binding en the mafter
or the feamen, of what ufe doyou confider them ?
Very little indeed.

Did you ever go a voyage to Africa without making fuch arti-
.cles with the feamen ?
Never without fuch articles.

Is it not ufual, in fettling the wages with feamen difcharged in
the Weft Indies, to place againft their accounts charges for {pirits,
flops, and forfeits incurred, aceording to the terms of their agree-
ment ?

I have already faid I do not fecolle& more than two fhips where
{pirits were fold to the men—If any received fpirits, jackets,
thirts, or trowfers, they undosbtedly ought to be charged with
‘them, and always are fo.

Are fuch charges made according to the difcretion of the
mafter ?
I think T have faid fome time ago they were.

Is it not fpecified, in the agreement with the feamen, that their
monthly wages fhall be in fterling money ?
Very



E.: 1oL, R

Very genc‘rally to the contrary; and that one-half of their
wages, it is faid, fhall be paid in the currency of the country
where the cargo is difpofed of—on that account we generally
give one-fourth more monthly money than any other trade.

Is it not ufual to fet againft every man’s name the monthly
wages he is to receive in fterling money?
I never faw fuch ufage.-

Does not the preamble of fuch agreement declare that that
agreement was made for the exprefs purpofe of ‘fuch a particular
voyage ?

Moft undoubtedly.

‘Do you confider that article in the agreement which com-
pels the feamen to receive their pay abroad in the currency of the
country, though fterling money is fet againft each of their names,
as more binding on the feamen than the other articles ?

I have already faid fterling money is not fet againft their names.
—1I confider it as binding as to the mode of payment of the wages—
I have known it very often broken through.

Do you believe that the feamen, when they agree at the ports of
Liverpool or Briftol for forty thillings per month, that they do
not confider it as forty fhillings fterling ?

In Liverpool I am very certain they do not—I do not fpeak of
Briftol.

Is it ufual for mafters to explain to them the difference be-
tween fterling and currency, that difference being very confidera-
ble ?

It is feldom neceffary for the mafter to explain it, as any one of
their own body can do it-as well.—No thip whatever from Liver-
pool goes with all new men—if one old one remains, he will foon
communicate the information to all the reft.

What is the difference between fterling money and currency at
Antigua ?

The currency at Antigua is at prefent, I believe, at 175.—I
have not been at the Weft Indies thefe Eighteen months.

-What is the difference at Jamaica?
" One hundred and forty always—DBarbadoes the fame.

E e Then
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Then the difference of being paid their wages in the Weft In-
dies and in England is very great ?
It depends on the place of fale.

Is the Committee then to ﬁndcrftand that o feaman is certain
what wages he will receive for the voyage ?

That part of his wages which is paid in the Weft Indies, and
which never amounts to one half, may fluétuate from forty to
feventy-five.

You have faid the proportion of wagss paid in the Weft Indies
never amounts to one-half; but in cafe he enters on board a
King's fhip, or is difchargedido you not pay him the whole of
his wages in the currency of the port the fhip happens to be in ?

The article exprefies that you may fo pay him, but I never
knew lefs than one-half of ‘the wages paid in fterling, and fre-
quently to thoft who enter ot board the King's thips, fuch was
the ftrength of the articles, wé were obliged to pay the whole in
fterling. k '

Then is it your opinion that, by the ftrength of the articles,
they are obliged to pay the whole in fterling to thofe who enter
the King's fhips ?

I mean in defiance of the articles.

Do you not think that the Admiralty Courts in the Welt India
Iflands would oblige you to pay the whole in fterling?

I have ever been fortunate enough to remain ignorant on that
head.

Why did you pay them in fterling, if you thought you was
not obliged to do it ? '

By the fame rule I deliver upmy watch or purfe to an highway-
man—by the rule of force,

What fort of force have you generally known ufed to compel
you to pay the wages in fterling, contrary to juftice, and which
you compare to an high wayman robbing you of your money ?

If the original agreement entercd into between the mafter and
the people was good for any-thing, and mutually underftood, the
force I complain of was a violation of all juftice—that force has
been exerted in unbending the fails from the yards, and utterly
difabling the veflel from proceeding on her voyage.

Name
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Name an inftance, if you recollect one ?
I do not recolle& the name of the King's thip—the name of
the Captain of the African thip was Kendal.

Was you an eye-witnefs of this tranfa&ion?
I was not.

In cafe feamen die during the voyage, is their wages paid to
their reprefentatives in currency or fterling?

LExa@ly in the fame manner as if they had lived, which is in
currency and fterling, as exprefled in the articles.

Is it not fometimes in the articles that the whole wages thould
be paid in currency ? \

I do not recolle fuch an article; and I am confident I never
faw it done.

Did you ever read the A& of the fecond of George the Second,
for the better Regulation and Government of Seamen in the Mer-
chants Service? .

I never did—to an honeft man few a&s are neceffary.

You have faid that ycu made three voyages as Mafter of an
African Ship; in which year did you cepvey 6oz Slaves from
Angola to Jamaiea ?

Early in the year 1782.

What was the name of the fhip ?
The Tartar.

From what place was fhe cleared ?
From Liverpool.

By whom built ?

I believe built for Mr. James, of Livérpool, but fhe was then
ten or twelve years old.

In what year did you convey 4:o Slaves from Angola to the
Weft Indies ? £ e ¢

I arrived in the Weft Indies June 1783.

What was the name of the veffel ?
The Fairy—from Liverpool.

By
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By whom built ?
t Spanith-built=prize—mide free.
|
In what year did you Convey 290 Slaves from Cape Mount to
the Weit Indies ?
I arrived in the Welt Indies February 1788.

. What was-her name ?

The Lark—from Lwerplool
‘Who built by ?

I believe originally a prize—I do not know.

How many of the 45o8laves, when they came to fale in the
Hlands, were reckoned as fecond day Slaves (thofe put in the fe-
cond clafs or divifion) and how many were reckoned refufe
Slaves ?

There was only fix of the whole number put in the fecond clafs,
and they were fold within an hour—no refufe at all.

During the laft war, when the French gave up the Slave Trade,
and the Englifh carried it on in a reduced degree, what price did
Slaves then bear on the Coaft ?

To anfwer .that queftion, it is neceffary to fpecify the part of
the Coaft alluded to.

On that part of the Coaftyou alluded to in the commencement
of your evidence.

Upon the Coaft of Angola, which the French had totally left,
I believe we purchafed then at fomething under ten pounds per
head.

Did the numbers then taken by you exprefs an anxiety to be
taken away ?
Apparently they were very indifferent as to their fate.

Did you ever hear of a diforder called the locked jaw, en the
Coaft ?

Never—I never knew an inftance of it,

What proportion of women to men have you been accuftomed
to take from the Coaft of Africa?
Nearly as two men to one woman.
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Do:you believe that a number of women equal to the number
of men generally taken off could be procured, in cafe an equal or
higher price was paid for them ?

Where I have already alluded to, the fame price was paid ; and
from the vaft number of wives which the prineipal people of
that country poffefs, I believe it would be impoffible.

-Have you a fhipping-paper commonly ufed for feamen in the
African Trade?
I have not.

Do you know the tenor of {uch (hipping-paper; if you de, ex-

lain it ?

I think moft of the articles have been already pretey well can-
vaficd—the preamble to this paper is, that the maiter engages
to pay certain wages, agreeable to the feveral qualifications of the
crew, for fervices by them to be done; that to difobey any law-
ful commands of the faid mafters or principal officer, or to
ftrike or behave otherwife in a riotous manner, the perfons fo
offending forfeit all their wages then due ;—if any infufficiency
is difcovered in any of the crew, the mafter, with two of his
officers, and a feaman who may be prefeat, may award fuch a
deduétion as they think reafonable.—That thefe articles are bind-
ing till the veffel arrives at Ler difcharging port in Great Britain ;
and that one-half of the wages is to be paid in the currency of the
country where the cargo is difpofed of. .

_ Whether you think fuch fhipping-paper differs from the ge-
neral fthipping-paper ufed in the merchants fervice in general,
except in the inftance of paying them a moiety of their wages in
the eurrency where the cargo is delivered ?

I never faw a thipping-paper in any other part of the merchants
fervice, therefore cannot anfwer that queftion.

Whether the feamen employed in the African Trade have not
ten (hillings per month more than the feamen employed in any
other trade ?

No doubt,

Are you acquainted with the prefent mode of eftimating the
tonnage of veflels, fince the Regifter A& ?
No.

You faid -you never knew but une inftance where Natives of
Jg different
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different countries were chained together—nine-tenths being faid
by you to be brought from the interior country, how could you
know that there was but one inftance of that circumftance ?

I think I faid I did not knowene inftance—when I fee people
talking together, I always {uppofe they underftand each other.

Defcribe the mode of fervingthe Slaves with water, and men-
tion the quantity they have in tenty-four hours ? :

We have generally {mall tin cups of half a pint, fometimes
more, which we ferve regularly after they rife in the morning,;
and the fame in the afternoon.—The Negroes on board an African
thip are claffed into tens, each (_Jf'which clafles mefs by themfelves,
by which means not one can beoverlooked, as they fit in a circle.
When the weather is uncommonly warm, we {erve them with the
{ame quantity of water in the middle of the day.—The fick, or
thofe any way indifpofed, have @ conflant fupply of water-gruel
or rice-water at their fervice.

What do the Natives feed onat Angola ?
Principally Caffada. -

Is the manner of chaining the Negroes the fame by night as
by day? '
The very fame in thofe veffels where they are chained at all.

Are they not chained in the generality of veflels?
I do think they are. -'

Do you not think the additiopal ten fhillings per month is paid
as a recompence for the greater danger of the voyage ?

I thould rather think it an equivalent for the wages received in
currency in the Weft Indies.

In what manner are the Captain, Mate, and Surgeon paid; does
not their profit depend on the prefervation of the health of the
Slave ?

Moft undoubtedly—from thence all their emoluments arife but
a trifle.

Do you ftate the circumiftance of the Slaves fleeping where they
could not ftand upright as a fitdation to which Slaves only are
liable, or are not Britith feamen frequently obliged to do the
fame ?

Every Britifh feaman in the navy has lefs room above his head
than an African Negro.

Have
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Have you that circumftance you mentioned about Captain
Kendal, and to which you faid you was not an eye-witnefs, from
refpeable authority ?

From Captain Kendal himfelf, repeatedly over.

Do you believe that occurrence is a fingular circumfitance, or
have you known or heard of other cafes of a fimilar nature?

I have feen myfelf a King's Officer come. on board ﬂl_ip, and
refufe to go overboard till he had the whole wages paid in fter-
ling. -

Is there any interpreter between the Surgeon and Negroes, by
which they can communicate their complaints to him ?

In every cargo whatever, {o far as my obfervation extends, there
are always a few got from that diftri¢t adjoining to the Beach—thefe,
from a long intercourfe with Europeans in general, fpeak Englith
pretty well—the moft of thofe know the language of the adjoin-
ing country on their back, and thofe again the language of others
ftill further back—by which means we come at the complaints of

the Negroes, through the mouths of three, four, or five interpre-
ters.

IVlay not a cafe happen of a Negro being extremely ill in the
midlic of the night, when it may be neceffary to have three or

four interpreters to communicate the fymptoms of his com-
plaint ?

Such a cafe is poffible, but barely fo.

What is the heighth of the room in which the Slaves generally
fleep ?

I think that has been very fully anfwered at the beginning of my
examination :—My veflel was five feet ten—fuppofe the Negroe's
head to be eleven inches, he will have two feet clear above that.

What is the heighth in a thirty-two gun frigate between
decks ?

I make no account of the diftance of the hammock from the
floor below, but only the quantity of {pace above their heads.

What is the fize of the Fetters by which they are chained ;
what is the diftance between the two rings ?

The iron which goes round the leg 1s very near half of a circle,
cach end of which is a kind of eye through which a bolt runs,
which bolt goes through the eyes of the rings upon the legs of
different Negroes.

What
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What is the length of that bole ?
Generally about fix oF gight inches, precifely the fame with re-
jpe& to the wrift-iron, ex'stpt on a more (lender confirudlion.

What number of I\lcgnqcs are brought on deck at one time, in
‘the courfe of the c'IayP .

All the Negroes n th“-‘ﬁaip, without diftinétion, are upon deck
the whole of the day ? -

From what hours, in fér weather?

From eight in the m tning to five in the evening, [beakmg
generzlly ; it muft be ver bad weather when; they are not brought
on deck. i

Do you think that theSlaves lic during the night in any te-

Jerable comfort?

I have no deubt but thgy do.

Did you ever fail in ayeflel called The Henry of Liverpool,
Captain Hollingfworth ?
1 never did, nor ever heard of the veflei.

Have you underftood that the complaints of the Negroes whom
you have attended when illhave arifen from bedily diforders, or
uneafinefs of mind ? l

By every fymptom whichthey difcovered, I have always under-
ftood their complaints p: @eeatd from the body,

Have you ever heard oshggwxﬁ: frem any of the interpreters ?
I never did.

Do yeu not know that the captain and officers of African (hips
receive a moiety of their wages, as well as the feamen, in the cur-
rency of the ports at whichithey diicharge in the Weft Indies?

Moft affuredly they do, and for the fame length of time with
the meaneft landfman on board the thip.

Do you know what the tennage of a 64 gun fhip is?
I do not.

Do you fuppoft it to be 1,500 tons ?
I cannot form a judgment.

Do you know the number of men ?
I fuppofe soo. :
Arc
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Are not the Slaves fecured by an additional chain when they are

brought upon deck ?
The Slaves on board my fhip had neither additional chain nor

irons, either by night or by day.

Do you mean in all your voyages ?
Ever fince I haye been mafter ?

In how many voyages ?
In three.

Whether, from the time of your failing from the Coaft, the

Slaves were out of irons ?
I mean from the time of failing from the Coaft.

On what did you depend for the fafety of your thip and crew ?
I depended on the good behaviour of myfelf and people towards
them.

Do you know any thing refpeéting the regiftering of veflels?
Not according to the prefent Ad.

Do you according to the former practice?
The former prattice was to lower the number of tons as much

as poffible.

Was not an oath taken at the regiftration of fuch veffel ?
Not that I know of.

Do you fay that in your vefel, in which there were 600 Slaves,
that all thofe Slaves were brought on deck at one time, and con-
tinued there during the day without irons ?

In the veflel with 600 Slaves, all the Slaves were brought on
deck at one time, and remained there the whole day—I was then
only Surgeon of the fhip ;—when I fpoke of their being without
irons, it was at the time that I was Mafter.

In the Ships wherein you failed as Surggon, did you never prac-
tife any expedjents to fupprefs the appearance of difeafes imme-
diately previous to the fale of the Negroes ?

The queftion being objected to;
The Counfel and Witnefs were directed to withdraw.

Gg And



And being again called in ;

The queftion was repea
I never did.

Did you ever know fuchexpedients praifed ?

Wherever I was as a Surgeon, there were no other Surgeons
but fuch as were under me, of courfe there was no practice of
that fort—at prefent I doinot remember having heard of any
fuch expedients being pradifed by any body. F

When you failed as Ca J{ain, did the owners ever confult you
as to the number of Slavc%be vellel wasdeftined to take on board

on the Coaft ?
Not as to the number, but frequently as to the accommodation

of the Slaves.

Upon what grounds did?’!you form the opinion you gave to the
owners refpecting the accommodation of the Slaves ?
From conftant obfervation.

What do you mean by accommodation ?

I mean whether they had room to lie—whether the provifions
were properly drefled—whether their little wants were amply fup-
plicd—and whether thofe provifions were ferved to them in due

time, and in {ufficient abundance,

Was you ever confulted by the owners, previoufly to your fail-
ing from England, as to the number of $laves which the veffel
would properly accommodate ?

I do not recolle I was.

Did you conceive yourfelf competent to give information to
this Committee refpeting the manning, tonnage, orother parti-
culars of His Majefty’s Navy ?

By no means.

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were diredled to
withdraw,

"The
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The Committee being informed, That the Planters of the
Britith Colonies, whofe Petition is r:ferred to this Committee,
hawng, as they conceive, a different Intereft from the other Pe-
titioners who already appeared by their Counfel before the Com-
mittee, defired that they might be heard by their Counfel fepa-
rately, in fupport of their Petition.

To which the Committee having agreed ;

Mzr. Hotchkin, who attended on Behalf of the Petition of the
Planters of the Britith Colonies, whofe Names are thereunto
fubfcribed, in Behalf of themfelves and other Proprietors in the

faid Colonies, was called in, and acquainted that he might be
heard in Support of the faid Petition,

To report a Progrefs, &c.
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Fovis, 11° die Funiz 1789.

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe to confider further

" of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, complained of
in the feveral Petitions which were prefented to the
Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative to the
State of the African Slave Trade.’

C Ounfel called in.

The Counfel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded in
their Evidence ; and called ;

Captain WILLIAM MACINT OSH, Commander
of a fhip in the Eaft India Company’s fervice.

Woas you ever on the Coaft of Africa?
Yes.

When was you firft there? -
In the beginning of the year 1760,~at Senegal—remained there
till July 1762.

In what capacity ? ;
I was the greater part of the time midfhipman and captain’s

clerk of a King’s veflel—I was ftationed there for the defence of
the entrance of the river Senegal.

Was you flationed in the fame place during the whole time you
flayed upon that coaft ?
Hh In



[ &3 ]

In the fickly feafon the veflel was always ftationed at the mouth
of the river—in the healthier feafon fhe remained generally about
twenty miles higher up the river, and lay off the fort.

Of what number did the crew of the fhip you was in con-

ft ?
I think it originally confifted of 57 men.

What was the ftate of the helth of the crew during your ftay
on the Coaft ? , '

There was a very fingular degree of mortality—we were fre-
quently fupplied with men by men of war—they fent'down the
Coaft of Africa a few men at atime, fometimes by prefling, and
{fometimes by men entering, aad we buried a great many more
than our original complementi——To the beft of my recolleétion
there were only two other perfons befides myfelf that ever came
off the Coaft—and the vefic]l was at laft obliged to be left there,

where (he funk in the river, for want of people to navigate her *

off, and it not being thought'an object to fend perfons for that
purpole.

When did you vifit the Coaft again ?
Not for a great many years afterwards—in the year 1774.

In what capacity was you in 1774 ?
I was matfter of a fhip in the Weit India trade.

What part of the Coaft didyou then go to ?
To Senegal.

How long did you ftay there?
A very fhort time—I went merely for information.

Did you at that time take any Slaves on board ?
No—after getting the information I wanted I went imme-

diately to the Welt Indies.

When did you again go to the Coaft of Africa ?
T went again in 1775, andagain in 1776—I was then in the
fame fituation, Captain of a Weft Indiaman.

Did you purchafe Slaves on the Coalt in thofe voyages ?
Yes—above 200 in each voyage.

How
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How long did yoﬁ ftay on the Coaft in each of thofe voyages ¢

Not above a fortnight or three weeks at each time.

Did you proceed from thence with your cargo of Slaves to the
Weft Indies, and to what Ifland ?
To Grenada.

What was the ftate of the health of the crew and of the Slaves,
“during your flay on the Coaft in each of thofe voyages ? )

During my ftay on the Coaft, and in my paflage to the Weft
Indies, my crew and the Slaves were in perfect heilth in both
voyages.

How many of the crew died in either of thofe voyages ?
I fuid before they were all in perfe& health—of courfe none
of them died.

Did they continue in- health, particularly the Slaves, during
your ftay in the Weft Indies before they were landed ?

Perfeétly fo—but they were not long before they were landed
and fold,

- Did you go to the Coaft of Africa at any time after thefe voy-
ages?

Yes, again in 1778, with Government Stores to the Gold
Coaft, and ftopped at Senegal in my way.

In that voyage how long did you ftay on the Coaft ?

From my firit arrival at Senegal to my leaving the Ifland of
St. Thomas, it was near five months—from the beginning of
April to the end of Auguft.

Did you then trade for Slaves in that voyage ?
I purchafed firft feventy at Senegal—then I ftopt at Gambia
and Sierra Leone in my paffage to the Gold Coaft, and compleated

my purchafe on the Gold Coaft, after having landed my Govern-
ment cargo.

To what number might your cargo amount when com-
pleated ?

Under 400.

What was the number of your crew 1n that voyage ?
Forty-eight,



Was the crew Ixealthy;.ﬁr'otherivifc ?
Very healthy.

How were the Slaves ? : : o de
The Slaves were healthy alfo. ¢

How were they during the Middle Paffage from the Coaft to the
Weft Indies ?

The crew and the Slaveswere perfecily healthy during the whole
voyage, till my arrival in the Weft Indies—I do not remember
I had a feaman fick ;—when I faid the Slaves were perfectly healthy,
I meant generally fo—fiveor fix died.

Do you mean that only that number died during the courie of
that voyage ? ;

I certainly do—but whether five, fix, or feven, I do not re-
member. '

On what ifland were they landed ?
At Grenada. '

Did they continue in the fame ftate of health during their ftay
till they were landed ?
Yes.

Have you been in Africa fince 1778 ?
No.

During the time you wason the coaft of Africa in thefe feveral
voyages, did you frequently go on {hore ?
Yes, very frequently. =

How far in land have youever been ?

When I belonged to the man of war fleop, I made frequent
excurfions irnto the country, and have been abfent feveral days at a
time—and I travelled oncefrom Senegal to Goree, and back again,
on foot.

- During thofe times had gou any opportunity of obferving or
hearing in what manner thg'became Slaves in Africa?

I cannot give perfect information on that queftion—I havz al-
ways underftood that on the Sea Coaft of Senegal particularly
they were made Slaves of for different crimes—but the greater
proportion of them come down the River from the interior parts
of the Country.

; Did
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Did you ever know, or ever hear of villages being deftroyed or
pillaged for the purpofe of procuring Slaves ?
In the country I am talking of certainly not.

Did you ever know or hear of Slaves being kidnapped ?
No.—Does the queftion mean kidnapped by Europeans, or
Natives ? ]

Either by one or the other ?

I certainly never heard of their being kidnapped by the Na-
tives—I heard of Slaves being kidnapped by Europeans, as I have
heard many other tales, but I never faw 2 man who told me he
was an eye-witnefs of it,

During the feveral voyages you have yourfelf made on the Coaft,
have you ever known kidnapping happen ?

No.

During the time you have been there, has there been always an
equal demand for Slaves ?

I was on the Gold Coaft a fingle fhip, there was no purchafer
but myfelf.

At that time did you find the Slaves in great plenty ?
The price was reduced in confequence of my being the only

purchafer.

Had you, at any time, any reafon to apprehend what would be-
come of the Slaves, if there was no European purchafer for
them ?

At the time when I was there a fingle fhip, in 1778, when
the French and American War prevented the merchants from
fitting out their fhips for Africa, I wanted to reduce the price of
Slaves—under thefe circumftances I thought they kept them too
high—this created a delay ;—in the interim I reafoned with the
principal people about the folly of keeping up the price of their
Slaves, when it was likely there would be no purchafer for
them—and I afked the principal people, particularly a Chief
Man of that Coaft, what they would do with their Slaves if there
was no purchafer—he hefitated without giving an an{wer a
confiderable time—I followed up the queftion, by obferving to
him (I alluded to prifoners taken in war generally) that they
muft let them all go again.—The an(wer he made was—¢¢ What !
<<Jet them go again, to come to kill me again?”—And, in (hort, he
gave me plainly to underftand that they would put them to death.

Ii Can
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Can. you inform the Committee, whether the trading fhips fail
from the Coaft of Africa ill;the nlght or in the day?

From that particular part of the Coaft always in.the day—ge-
nerally in the morning.

Do they make fignals when about to ‘fail ?
‘Several days before failing,

Are the fignals fuch thatit is perfeétly underftood the fhip is
-about to fail ?
~ Certainly fo.

Do you know of the ftate of health of any other King's thip
frationed on that Coalt, except that on board which you was in
your firft voyage ? j

In 1778 I went on the Coaft, accompanied with the Weazle
floop of war—there were two large American privateers there—
we underftood they had been at Senegal a few days before our
arrival.—We went from Senegal to Gambia, and from thence to
Sicrra Leone, to look for the Minerva, a frigate of thirty-two
guns, difpatched before us—we found her gone from thofe places
a day or two before we arrived—When we came to Sierra Leone,
we found that the Captain (Captain Stott) who commanded the
frigate, inftead of going down the Gold Coaft, had gone off to
the Weft Indies, having, as 1 underftood, above eighty people
fick in his fhip.

From your expericnce in the trade of the coaft of Africa, can
you fay to what caufes the mortality which fometimes happens on
- board fhip is to be attributed?

I'do not underftand thereis any particular degree of mortality.
in fhips on the open Coaft, whether Slave fhips or othgrs—but
veflels that go up rivers where the country is {fwampy, and where
there is not a free circulationof air, thefe are plages I underftand
to be unhealthy; but I never was up the rivers mydelf, except
Senegal river.

Did you obferve the produce of Africa, what articles of mer-
chandize it produces befides Slaves ?

No—I have no knowledge that juftifies me in. giving informa-.
tion on that fubje&.—In Senegal I obferved that counmtry pro-
«duces Cotton and Corn chieflys

Can
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Can you fay whether Senegal produces any quantity of Cotton
-or Corn for exportation ?
I do ‘not believe any ever is exported,

Have you now any connexions with the African trade ?
No, nor have had during the laft ten years—nor am I likely
«ever to have any.

Examined by Members of the Committee,

What is the fize of the veflel you commanded in the twe
voyages when you was a fortnight on the Coatt ?
The f{ame veffel both veyages—the was about 250 tons.

How many Negroes did you carry off?
Above two hundred each time,

Did you not attribute their healthinefs to the {fmall number of
Negroes on board, and the thortnefs of the time on the Coaft ?

To the fhortnefs of the time, but net to the fmall number of
Negroes I had on board.

What was the fize of the fhip in which you carried 400 Ne-
groes ! ;
“ About 300 tons.

‘What was her name?

‘The Symond.

When you f{ay you loft fo few in that voyage, did you mean to
include Senegal and the Coaft of Africa in the word ¢ Voyage ¥
Yes.

Is not Goree an Ifland ?
Yes.

What did you mean by travelling on foot from Senegal to

Goree ?
1 ferried acrofs from the land to Goree.

What in your opinion is a proper quantity of water to lay in
per day, including what is neceffary to drefs their victuals, from

the Coait to the Weft Indies?
I did
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1 did not myfelf carry them as a common Guinea-man—I
had a great deal of {pare room; I put but few of them in
Irons, and had plenty of provifions and plenty of water for
them.

What quantity of water do you think it neceflary to put on
board for 2 White man for that voyage ?

Taking in all expences, I think a gallon of water per day a
very large allowance.

Is it to be underftood that you do not know what water is ne-
ceflary to lay in for a Negro per day ?

I have not exactly calculated it—but I fhould think three quarts
a great allowance.

Do you include the dreflig of their provifions in that quantity
—the provifions confifting of roots and corn ?

Yes I do—but I faid I had always a fuperfluity, and did not
ftint them.

Did you agree with the feamen to pay them half their wages
in the currency of the country where they were paid ?

They were not paid any where till they came to London—I
made no fuch agreement with them,

Did you fell {pirits or tobacco to the feamen on the Coaft ?
Very little—{pirits particularly.

What charge did you make upon the fpirits ?
That I cannot recollet—but I always treated the people very
liberally.

What proportion did the prifoners of war in your opinion bear
to the whole number of Slaves on that part of the Coaft wherein
you converfed with the prineipal perfon concerning the lowering
the price of Slaves ?

I did not enter into that diftinction.

Have you been much acquainted with the Weft Indies ?
I was mafter of a fhip fifteen years in the Weft India trade,
including thefe African trips.

Have you had frequent oceafion to be on the plantations, and
to fee in what manner the Slaves were treated ?

I had

T R g —
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I had frequent occafions to be on the plantations.—There are

many others more competent to anfwer concerning the Weft
Indies than I am, therefore I thould wifh to decline it.

Whether many of the failors that po out in the African thips
do not return home in the Weft India fhips—by what is called
¢ in the run home ?”

Great numbers of them do.

Whether what they get by the run is not much more than the
monthly wages they would receive in the African ﬂnps ?
More than double.

Do you think that Circumftance one inducement for the failors
to defert the African fhipsin the Weft Indies ?
Yes, certainly a very ftrong one.

Did you ever hear or know of wandering tribes of Moors
crofling the Niger, and taking the women out of the villages
when the men are at work ?

During the time I refided there: I do believe no fuch thing

ever happened—I never knew it happen, and do not believe it
ever did.

Do you think their affeftion for their families is as ftrong as
it is in Europeans ?
I do not think it is by any means; and in corroboration of my
opinion—
The Witnels was about to ftate a letter, faid to be written
by Governor Hippefley about thirty years ago.

The Counfel and Witnefs were directed to withdraw.

And being again called in,
The Witnefs was directed to proceed.

I mean that the affection of thofe perfons from my own obfer-
vations are by no means fo ftrong ; and in corroboration of that
fact, I mentioned this letter, which was written many years be-
fore the Slave Trade was thought of being abolifhed, and by a
man who had every means of being well informed.—As the ex-
tract is very fhort, I defire to know whether the Committee will
permit me to read it ?

K k Where
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Where had you the letter from ?
I only believe it authentic from its being in the Annual Re-
gifter.

Do you think that wars are ftirred up in Africa for the fake of
obtaining brandy of Europeans ?
NO'-

Have you reafon to believe that the Slaves come to the Coaft
from great diftances ?
Yes, very great diftances.

What are your reafons for thinking fo ?

I carried with me from Semegal, as I faid, feventy Slaves to the
~Gold Coaft, and I found that many of thofe Slaves perfeétly un-
derftood the language of thofe Slaves I purchafed on the Gold
Coaft.—Thefe Slaves that Ibrought from Senegal came from the
country of Galam ; from that circumftance I infer that there is an
uninterrupted traffic through all the track of country from the
Gold Coaft to the head of the River Senegal.

Were the fhips you comm‘_agaed as conveniently fitted up for the
accommodation of Slaves as the Liverpool fhips are at prefent ?

I do not know any thing of Liverpool fhipping at prefent.—She
was not fitted up fo conveniently as the Liverpool thips were at
that time.

Are you acquainted with the manner:in which Slaves are car-
ried in the fhips “of foreign nations ; is it more favourable to the
Slaves in point of cleanlinefs, or otherwife ?

I am not acquainted with it.

Can you ftate whether it is more or lefs favourable?
I know nothing about it.

Are you fufficiently acquainted with the mode of treating Slaves
in the Weft Indies to inform the Committee whether they are
comfortable, and appear contented ? -

Yes, I think they do.—I faid before, that T with not to enter
into the circumftances of the Weft Indies, but I would fpeak as
far as my information goes.

Do any free Africans come on board Slave fhips to vifit Slaves,
and fhew them aés of kindnefs?

No—very {eldom.
What
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What was the number of females in your cargo of 400?
1 do not exaétly recolleGt—not quite half.

What price did you pay for males ?
1 do not exadly recolle@—/. 16 or £.18..

What for females ?
I think the difference about [. 4.

More or lefs ?
Lefs.

" Did you with to procure an equal number of females?
No, I did not.

Why ?
Becaunfe I thought the men would turn to better account.

Might an equal number of females have been procured ?
Yes, when I was there, certainly,

What wages are commonly given able feamen in the Weft
India trade in time of peace ?

According to the feafon of the year in which the fhips are
fitted out, from twenty-three fhillings to thirty fhillings per
month.

What proportion of the fame feamen taken out by you did you

generally bring home ?
I cannot fay, two-thirds at leaft—there are few voyages in

which feamen do not run away in the courfe of the voyage.

What becomes of the feamen taken out in the Weft India
thips, which want fo many men to bring them back again ?

Some die—fome go to America—and fome to the French
iflands.

Would the Slaves on that voyage, in which you toock 200
Slaves in a fhip of 250 tons, have been equally healthy if oo
Slaves had been on board ?

I believe they might, if I had been no longer on the Coaft—
the longer I remained there the greater degree of ficknef(s there
would have been, in all probability.

You
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You will explain why you apprehend that if you had twice
the number of Slaves on board the veffel in the Middle Paffage
there would not probably, during that paflage, have been a mor-
tality greater in proportion ?

During the Middle Paffage they would have been longer on
board; but my fhip was able to carry more than double the num-
ber with a great deal of excellent conveniencies.

Is not in general the circumftance of remaining long on the
Coaft more fatal to the crew than the length of the voyage, and
being crowded on the Middle Paffage ?

Certainly it is.

Do you include the feamen as well as the Negroes ?
Vies,

Do you mean that, duringthe ftay on the Coaft, even before
the fhip is full, a greater proportion of the Negroes on board
die in the fame time, than in the courfe of the Middle Paflage,
even when it is completely full ?

It is a queftion of opinion—I cannot anfwer from experience,
for I loft a very few, as I {tated before—when they died I can-
not ftate.

Having faid that the remaining longer on the Coaft is more
fatal to the crew than the length of the Middle Paffage, and the
being crowded in the Middle Paffage ; and that you included in
that account Seamen as well as Negroes—on what is that anfwer
grounded ? y

In my anfwer I mcant comparatively as to the time, becaufe
they remain much longer onthe Coaft—double or treble the time
they are on the paffage.

Do you mean that men pefith on the Coaft becaufe the ftay on
the Coaft is longer than the Middle Paflage; or that a larger pro-
portion perifh in the {fame {pace of time on the Coaft than in the
fame fpace of time during the voyage ?

I mean becaufe they remain longer on the Coaft—I think that
the open Coaft of Africa, three or four miles from fhore, is as

healthy as any part of the Middle Paffage.

Do you think in general, out of the whole of a cargo taken on
board on the Coaft of Africa, a greater number perith on the
whole,
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whole, during the ftay of the thip onhe Coaft, or afterwards during
the Middle Paffage ? \ :

A greater number perifh after the thip is full-flaved, and is gone
off the Coaft, without the fhip remains 2 long time upon the
Coatt.

Taking the actual number on board at different times, whether
a greater proportion of the number fo actually on board perifh
during the ftay on the Coaft, or in an equal [pace of time during
the voyage ?

‘In a fhip well fitted and not over-crowded there is very little
difference,

Then is the Committee to underftand, that whenever there is a
greater proportion of mortality on the paffage than the proportion
of mortality during the ftay on the Coaft, it probably arifes either
from their being over-crowded, or from the fhip not being well
fitted.

Certainly fo, without there is any difeafe gets amongft them,
which all great numbers of people confined in a veffel are liable to.

If the thips of this country are prevented from carrying Negroes
to the Weft Indies, in your opinion would the Britith planters fup-
ply themfelves from the Neutral or French iflands ?

I believe it would be impoffible to prevent it,

What in your opinion will be the effett of our abolition of the
Slave Trade, with refpect to the cultivation of the Iflands?

My opinion is, that it will be immediately taken up by foreign-
ers; and, as I faid before, it will be impofiible to prevent people in
our Weft India Iflands from furnithing themfelves from the other
Iflands.

When you fpoke of failors running from their (hips, did you
mean to apply that circumftance to the African trade in particu-
lar, or to fhips in general ?

To thips in general.

What did you fell thofe male Slaves for in the Weft Indies for
which you gave [. 16 or £.18 on the Coaft of Africa?

When I faid £.16 or £.18, I fpoke of prime Slaves; but the
Slaves are fold in lots of eight or ten together, and the whole
cargo allotted {o as to make each lot pretty equal.

What is the average price of Slaves on the Coaft?
1P 1 At
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At the time I was there they were particularly low, about
Lrzor [513, mcludmg boys, men, women, and children.

What was at that time the average price of fale in the Weft.
Indies ?

From [. 28 to £.40; but obferve I bought them parncular]y
low, they have never been fo cheap fince.

Do the fhips in the African trade generally return from the
Weft Indies fully laden with Weft India produce ?

They {eldom or never bring any produce home.

Can you ftate the principal caufes for that ?

- The principal reafon is, that .there are always plenty of fhips in
that particular trade at the different Iflands—when there are not
they fometimes fhip their produce in African fhips, but never, ex-
cept on that occafion.

Did you think it would anfwer as.a mercantile tranfadion to
fend the Weft India fhips to touch on the Coaft of Africa to
colle¢t fuch Slaves as m:gl‘ﬁbe ready-in the traders hands, with-
out loitering on the Coafti¥fo as to combine. the Slave trade and
‘the Weft India trade together?

Yes, I think it would, if they were always fure of havmg a
cargo of Slaves ready for them ; but it would require a very {mall
proportion of the thips employed in the Weft India trade to carry
the Slaves from Africa.

Can you ftate any fubftantial rcafon againft fo combining the
two trades ?

It would be impoffible to collect Slaves on thc Coaft to difpatch
fbips without delay.

Suppofing them to receive only fuch Slaves as were adtually
ready, would it be a material deviation in their voyage with regard
to time and expence.?

As far down the Coaft as Sierra Leone the delay would not be
very great—but if they went below that, {o as to be obliged to
make the Middle Paflage,.it would be a very lofing concern to
the owners of thofe ﬂ]_IpS.

Do you confider in thele anfwers that feveral of the African
Slave fhlps now return from the Weft Indies without freight ;—
taking the two trades together, would there be a greater expence

attending
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attending the freight of Britith, African, and Weflt India
produce, than in the prefent circumftance of the trade as di-
vided ? ;

I think there would be a much greater expence, and that it
would be hardly pra&ieable to carry it on with profit.

What do you underftand by the Middle Paffage ? _ |

T mean (hips going from the Gold Coaft and the Bite of Benin,
and from any part of the Coaft where they are obliged to crofs the
Line to make their paffage with the South Eaft wind to the Weft
Indies.

When you ufed the trade, was it ufual to have veflels ftationary
on the Coaft of Africa, under the name of Floating Fattories, or
any other defcription, for the purpofc of receiving Slaves, in order
to difpatch the fhips the quicker which came trom England on
their voyage to the Welk Indies ?

No, notat that time, on the Gold Coaft particularly.

Do you underftand it has fince been the practice to have fuch
{tationary veflels ?

I think I have heard there is one houfe in this town that
have a great trade to that Coaft, and have fuch a veffel, and have
agents on the Coaft, in order to difpatch their veflels with more
expedition—I do not believe it is a fhip ftationed there for the
purpofe, but they otder a fhip to ftay there a certain time, and
when there is no longer occafion for her fhe goes off with a
cargo of Slaves.

Was not the reafon that you were able to purchafe as many
female as male Slaves, at the time you mentioned, owing to the

circumftance of your fhip being at that time the only thip trading
on the Coaft ?
I believe fo,

Is it the cuftom to fend boats to feduce boys and other people,
and is that the manner traders procure their Slaves in Africa?

I never heard any thing like it.

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were directed to
withdraw.

Mm A Motion
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A Motion being made, and the Queftion put, That the Chair-
man do report a further progrefs, and afk leave to fit again ;
It paffed in the negative.

A Motion being made, and the Queftion put, That the Counfel
be again called in ; '
It paffed in the negative.
To report a Progrefs, &c.

L)
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MINUTES of the EVIDENC Bhisg®,

Taken before a Committee of the s
Whole Houfe, to whom it was re-
ferred to confider of the Slave
Trade.

‘Witnefs Examined,
Capt. WILLIAM MACINTOSH.

N* 5.
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Veneris, 12° die Funii 1789.

" COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe to confider further

. of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, complained of

in the feveral Petitions which were prefented to the

Houfe in the lalt Seffion of Parliament, relative to the
State of the African Slave Trade.

C Ounfel called in.

“The Counfel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded im:
their Evidence ; and called

JEROME BARNARD WEUVES, Efquire, in the

African Company's Service.

How long did you refide on the Coaft of Africa ?
Fourteen years.

In what capacity, and on what part of the Coaft ?
Chiefly as Governor of moft of the Britith forts on the Gold
Coaft.

What forts ?

Dixcove, Succondee, Tantum, Anamaboe, and Cape Coaft
Caftle.

Are you acquainted with any other part of the Coaft of Africa
but the Gold Coaft ?
No. i

N n How



I

o elen o Pued
Bogubi~L

. 0
hi.‘.t‘t’: - Eot;-[-rmi;ﬂ)‘
A ) ﬁ‘-'utw} vilding
gaphl !?.-.u,zw il d
',:r:.‘\- -iw"{i

4] §
oy = v, rocoeded

Geeinta -

;;lltl:k f[ 6‘{'?.

[ %29 1

‘How long fince you left the Coaft of Africa?
Upwards of five years.

Did you underftand the Tanguage of the Country whillt you
was there ?

I believe as well as moft Europeans that ever were in that part
of the world.

What were the forms of government in the countries there ?

It is divided into petty ftates, the form is various—at Anna-
maboe there is a King—at other parts the government is by
Pynims and Elders, and Cal sitheers—thefe laft are above the
Pynims and Elders. ' :

Ts this country within the E&nt'ec Country ?
Dixcove and Succondee afe not reckoned within ‘the Fantee
Country.

Is the remainder of the Gold Coaft reckoned within that

Country ?

No—from Succondee down to Accra is called the Fantec
Country, or nearly fo.

Are you acquainted with the government of the interior parts
of the Country ? - '

I know nothing of the government of the interior parts,
having never been ‘there.

Have you heard from thl Natwes, or perfons refiding in
Africa, what the government# in the interior parts ?
I never have. i
v
Does Slavery exift in the parts of the Country you know ?
Certainly it does.
l'u
Does it appear a condition of life of modern introduction ?
I believe not—on the contrary, I believe it is very an-
cient.

Do the Natives poffefs Slaves there ?
They do—it is reckoned the greateft part of their wealth, for

.a man is reckoned of no confequence without he has Slaves.

Is there any diftin&tion amongft the Slaves that are the property
of the Natives ?

Yes
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Yes—there are Slaves born Slaves, and,others that are pur<
chuled Slayes, that is the only difference,

Are there any privileges allowed to thofe born Slaves over thofe,
that are purchafed ? ;

Yes there is—and this is what makes the difference, a born
Slave being cbtained by inheritance cannot be fold by the Mafter,
without a formal trial for fome crime—in which cafe there are
Judges chofen out of their own clan, who adjudge that punifhment
which the crime appears to them to deferye.

What is the punifhment ufually adjudged for crimes in that
country ? I
Slayery is the punifhment generally inflicted.

What are the crimes for which Slavery is generally in-
flicked ? _ '

Theftand Adultery are the two principal—they often lofe their
liberty by gaming themfelves away—thofe are the only crimes T
know of on the Gold Coaft for which they lofe their liberty
there—Theft, Adultery, and gaming themfelves away.

Is Witchcraft punifhed as a crime there?
Yes, it is.

Are the Freemen involved in thefe crimes as well as the Slaves,
and is the punifhment the fame—in what manner is the Freeman
punifhed ? .

By Slavery.

In what manner are the Slaves born Slaves punifhed for the
fame crimes ?

They are tried by their own clan, and the Mafter of that Slave
is obliged to fubmit to the judgment of the Judges.

For whofe benefit is he fold ?
For the benefit of the perfon injurec!-—-he becomes his Siave.

Is the trial of Freemen before the fame perfons who try Slaves
born Slaves ?
No, it is not.

Before whom is the trial of the Freemen?
Every town on the Gold Coaft has a number of people ap-
. pointed,
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pointed, fome of the oldeftand moft refpe@able of the inhabitants,
who are called Pynims in that country, and are diftinguithed
by a peculiar hat made of ftraw in a particular form—when any
perfon is accufed of any crime, the aggrieved party brings him
before thefe Pynims, who meet for that purpofe in the open
Market Place, if there is no Palaver Houfe in the town—and then,
in the face of all the inhabitants, they try them—that is the mode
ef proceeding.

‘What is a Palaver Houfe?
An open Court of Juftice,

In what manner does 2 man become a Slave by gaming ?

By throwing the dice—there is no trial—they furrender them-
felves up, knowing that they have forfeited their liberty—I beg to
be underftood that the pra‘gicc of gaming is not frequent on the
Gold Coatt.

In the cafe of Freemen adjudged to Slayery, or of domeftic Slaves
adjudged to other Slavery, do the judges receive any reward ?
To the beft of my knowledge I believe not.

Is the trial for Witcherift carried on in the fame manner 2s
thofe .you -have mentioned ?

I know nothing of the tiial for Witchcraft—I never faw
.one.

Do you know.that Witcheraft is ever imputed as a crime?
I know it is?

Do you know before whom the trial is ?
-1 do not—I never faw any thing like it.

Is the belief in Witchcraft common in the' Country ?
I do not know whether it is common—but they are very {u-
perftitious.

Have you heard from the inhabitants of the Country that per-
fons accufed of Witchcraft are tried, and what are the confe-
quences of a conviétion ?

I have every reafon tobelicve that they are tried—1 once
bought a whole family, cenfifting of nine perfons—one of the
family had been accufed of Witcheraft, aid all the reft were fold
to me—and when they were going off the Beach after I had

purchafed
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purchafed them, the whole Town came to fee that they were fairly
off from the Beach—from which I fuppofe they would not have
{uffered them to depart if they had not had a fair trial—that is
only my inference.

Do you know, from the information of others, that the imputed
«crime of Witchcraft involves the whole of a family in the puni(h-
ment ?

It certainly does—no doubt.

Do you know what number of Slaves are exported annually
from the Gold Coaft by the Europeans?

I cannot fay pofitively—but if I may be allowed to guefs, I
fancy from about 6,00¢ to 8,000—it may be more.

What proportion of that number are exported by the Englifh?
I dare fay more than two-thirds.

Have the Dutch any confiderable part of it ?

If we have two-thirds, the Dutch and Danes have the remain-
ing one-third—there was no other nation fettled there when I was
there. ]

Do you know what proportion of the whole number of Slaves
exported are Natives of that Country ?

I cannot pretend to fay.

Are the prifoners of war fold as Slaves in that Country ?

During the whole time I lived on the Gold Coaft, there was
mo war, and therefore I am certain the Natives of the Gold Coaft
fold while I was there were not prifoners of war—they are merely
criminals.

Do you know of the practice of kidnapping Slaves, either by
the Natives or the Europeans ?
' NI:IJ, of no fuch praétice—and I am fure it would be imprac-
ticable.

Why ?

Having never known an inftance, I can only form an opinion
why it is impracicable.—We arc obliged to tranfport the Slaves
to the fhips on board canoes—the canoe-men that paddle the
canoes being Natives of the fame Country, it would be im-
pofiible to get them off the fhore without its being known—and

0o therefore
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therefore no captain of a fhip would run the rifk of fofing his
trade by taking off any perfon unlawfully, and not in the courfe

of his trade.

Are there not officers ftationed on board thip by the Govern-
ment of the Country, to prevent abufes of any fort ?

I do not know there are ; but a fhip, before fhe is permitted to
begin her trade, is obliged to pay cuftoms to the King, in con-
fequence of which the King deputes the Elders of the town, the
Pynims, to go on board to receive the King’s cuftoms, and their
cuftoms; which being done, they fire three, five, or feven guns,
and hoift the enfign, which i§ to give notice to the country that
the (hip is permitted to trade in the common way—after which
there is fcarce a day paffes but there are Black Brokers come on
board, and fleep on board—ceme and go at pleafure, to fce that

the trade is properly carried on.

If a perfon therefore had been wrongfully taken from the Coatft,
would not he have an opportunity of conveying his complaints
to his Country ?

Moft certainly.

Do the Europeans then obtain their Slaves by fraud or oppref-
fion, or is it fairly carried on by barter and purchafe ?
I hardly know a trade that i§carried on in a fairer manner.

How is it carried on ?
The Black Broker or the owner of the Slave takes what commo-

dities he pleafes for his Negrowhich he has to fell—he has the
choice of his goods—if you have fuch as fuit him, he fells you
the Negro—and if you have not, he takes him away—that is
the method of purchafing Slaves.

Have you ever heard of breaking up or pillaging villages on the

Gold Coaft ?
I never heard of any fuch thing; and nothing of the kind ex-

ifted for the fourteen years I was there.

In your opinion would war en the Gold Coaft or neighbour-
hood be favourable or otherwife to the Slave trade ?

I can only anfwer that as a matter of opinion, as whilft I was
there there was no war—I had no opportunity of knowing whether
war would be a detriment or not—I have heard the Natives fay

that there have been wars in the interior Country, and that in
thofe
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thofe places there was a want of Slaves for that time—what the
cafe might be, I do not know—I fpeak from hearfay.

Are many of the Slaves exported by the Europeans brought
from the interior parts of the Country ?
Yes, a great number, it is impoffible for me to fay the propor-

tion—a great many.

Can you form any idea of the number brought from the inte-
rior parts of the Country ; and thofe fold from the Gold Coaft?,
I cannot fay.

Are they more or lefs ?
It may be half or two-thirds brought from the interior Country

—but I cannot fpeak with any accuracy.

Have you reafon to fuppofe that the Slaves which come from
the interior Country come from a great diftance ?
Yes, I have reafon to believe fo.

What are thofe reafons ? _
From what I have learnt from the Black Brokers myfelf.

What have they faid on that fubje&?

They have informed me that they go three, four, or five days
journey to the Market Place inland, where they know there are
Slaves ready for fale, who have been brought there by fome other
Brokers, who came very likely from a Country ftill farther inland ;
and fo from others, through many Brokers from the interior parts
of the Country.

Do the Slaves brought down from the interior parts all come
from the fame Country ?

No, they do not.—If I may judge from their external appear-
ance, they feem to be of different tribes.

Do they all (peak the fame language ?
No, for when I have had twenty, thirty, or forty of thofe Slaves
together, they have not been able to underftand one another.

Can you give an account of the manner by which thofe perfons
become Slaves, either from your own knowledge or from informa-
tion ?

I cannot poffibly fay—I rather think they arc bred in that

Country
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Country for the purpofe of Slavery—the reafon why I think
fo is, that fome of the inland tribes do not appear robuft enough
to be warriors, nor fpirited enough.—I cannot know it from in-
formation, for the Black Brokers themfelves do not know it.

Have you any other reafon for {uppofing that Slaves are bred in
the interior parts of Africa for the purpofe of fale?

I have no other reafon.—S$laves are not bred on the Gold Coaft
for the purpofe of fale, theyare fold for crimes.

What were the external marks of difference amongft the Slaves
that came from the interior Country, by which you fuppofed they
were of different tribes ?

The external marks werethe different modes of cutting marks
on the different parts of the body—fome filing their teeth; and
above all the different languages they fpoke, not being able to un-
derftand one another.

Does the pratice of human facrifices prevail on the Gold
Coaft?

It does, and I believe has been practifed from time immemo-
Liale -

What perfons are facrificed ?
Slaves in general.—I believe perfons that are born fo, or pur-
chafed Slaves, '

Are the domeftic Slaves ficrificed ?

If the domeftic Slave has been originally a purchafed Slave, I
have not a doubt that he might be facrificed ; but I do not fpeak
to it as a fact, having neverdeen it.

Upon what occafions arefuch facrifices ufually made ?

On the death of fome of the great men of that Country—the
people have an idea that the Manes of the deceafed will not be
at peace, and that he will be in an uncomfortable fituation in the
other world, unlefs perfonsare fent to wait upon him.

What become of the Slaves refufed to be. purchafed by Euro-
peans ? _

I cannot anfwer that queftion pofitively, but I have every rea-
fon to believe that thofe refufed Slaves are generally fet afide for
fuch facrifices—I think fo.

Do
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Do you know any inftance of o Slave being refufed, and there-
fore deftroyed.
I do not recollec.

In what manner ‘are the inhabitants of the Gold Coaft
clothed ? ,

Not at all, comparatively fpeaking, unlefs a yard or two of
cloth round the waift may be called cloathing.

In cafe the Slave Trade was abolithed, what, from your
knowledge of the Country, do you think would become of the
Slaves brought to the Coaft for fale?

I do not think our abolition of it here would abolith the Trade
there—the Trade, inftead of coming to the Water-fide, would take
a different courfe, they would be difperfed from the weft to the
eaft, and bought by the Moors, Arabs, and different tribes.—
This is only my opinion that it would be fo.

Suppofing the Trade was ftill carried on by the other European
nations, the Englith excepted, what would be the probable con-
fequence of the abolition of it by this country ?

Thofe other European nations whocarried on the Trade would
thare among them the number we did not take off.

Would the confequences of the zbelition here be the abolition
of Slavery in that Country, or tend towards it ?

There would not be one Slave the lefs on the Gold Coaft of
Africa.

Would there be in your opinion one perfon more or lefs con-
victed of crimes there in confequence of the abolition of the Slave
Trade here ?

Not one lefs.

Would the operation of fuch abolition be the transfer of the
fhipping and capital of this country, employed in that Trade, to
foreign countries ?

I have no doubt of it.

Have they any manufactures on the Gold Coaft ?
Not any of any kind. :

In what manner do they get the clothes they wear ?
By the Slave Trade moft generally.
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Are there any manufa&ures on any part of the Gold Coaft ?
None at all.

Do you mean that they get the clothes from the Europeans
concerned in the Slave Trade ?
Yes; from the Slave {hipping that refort there.

Does the Gold Coaft produce any articles of commerce befides
Slaves ?
I know of none.

What are the limits of the Gold Coaft ?
I believe the extent of the Gold Coaft may be about goo
miles.

Defcribe the limits.
I believe it is underftood ffom Cape La Hou, or thereabouts,
down to the River Volta.

Is any Gold or Ivory to be procured on the Gold Coaft?
They are both te be procured there in fmall quantities.

What quantity of Gold might be procured there in the courfe
of a year? '

Very little I believe—very little of the production of that
country alone—but what Geld is there I prefume is brought
from the interior parts of theCountry, and Ivory the fame.

In what manner is the Ivory brought down to the Coaft ?
Generally on Slaves fhoulders—the Slave probably carries a
tooth upon his fhoulder as he'walks down to the water-fide.

Do you mean that they arebrought down on the fhoulders of
the Slaves bringing down for fale ?
Yes, I do, as it pays partof the expence of their journey.

Does the Gold Coaft preduce Cotton or Grain for expor-
tation ?

It produces both, but not for exportation—they fupply the
fhipping for food of the Slaves when they want it—As for Cot-
ton, it is not cultivated at allin that Country.

Do you recollet any inftance of any European trying an expe-
siment to cultivate Cotton ?
Yes,

R =




[§Eaq8 ¥

Yes, I have heard that the Dutch attempted it; and although
they took a great deal of pains to bring it to fome kind of per-
feCtion, it dwindled to nothing—the Natives would not take to
the cultivation.

Do the Dutch cultivate any now there?
Very trifling indeed—I fuppofe hardly enough to make wicks
for their lamps in their African Settlements. !

Does the Gold Coaft produce Dying Woods ?
I mever faw any there.

Do you know of any other valuable Woods produced there ?
I do not know of any valuable Woods, except common Woads,
fit for gun-carriages and other carpenters ufe.

From your knowledge of that Country, do you think the Na-
tives could be induced to cultivate Cotton, or any other articles for
exportation, if the Slave Trade was abolifhed ?

From the little inclination they fcem to have towards the culti-
vation of land, even for their own maintenance, I apprehend they
would not cultivate the land from any motive of cultivating it te
produce any articles for exportation.

Would they peaceably permit Europeans to eftablifh colonies
in that Country ?
* 1 believe not, fo far from it, that although land is extremely
plenty in that Country, the European Settlements there are ob-
liged to pay them ground-rent for thofe Settlements—I apprehend
they would nor fell the land.

Do you think they would be jealous of the Europeans fettling

there ?
Yes, I think they would.

Had the Americans any fhare in this trade when you was in
Africa ?

Yes, a great many Americans reforted there, and do now, I be-
lieve, at this tinfe,

Suppofing the Natives could be prevailed on to cultivate Cotton,
and other articles, could thofe articles be brought down to the
Coaft?

They muft be brought down by land on people’s heads, there
ds Bo other way of bringing it. v
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If the bulky articles W-ere'brought down to the Sea-fide, would
/it be eafy to put themn on board fhip ?

The landing-places on the Coaft are at the belt but very indif-
ferent—but in fome months particularly, very bad, fuch as June,
July, and Auguft—from May to Auguft the furf runs high,
and makes it dangerous even for the Natives to go from the fhore
to the fhipping and back again.

In what manner could a hogfhead of fugar be carried on board
fhip in thofe four months ?
I look on it as an impoffibility altogether.

At what diftance do the fhips lie from the Coaft ?

In thofe four bad months they lic four miles or more, fome-
times lefs—in fine weather ffom two to three miles, that is gene-
rally the diftance.

I
Did the Americans carry en the trade more in the latter part of
your time than before ?
They carried it on very brifkly till the American war—fince
then I do not know how they have carried in on.

During the time you wa#-there did the thips fuil in the day or
night ? '

I do not recolle@ ever f{eeing one fail in the night—they gene-
rally fail in the morning with the land-wind.

Is it ufual to make fignals before they leave the Coalt?
Yes always. '

For how long before they fail ?
Sometimes a month.

What is the obje& of thofefignals ?

I always undecftood it was done for. the purpofe of acquainting
the Natives of their intentions to depart, to give them notice to
come and receive what might be due to them from the {thip—
and for them to pay to the Captain what they might owe him—
This is the motive I underftood it is done for—=but not having
been a Captain of a thip I only fuppofe it is fo, -

Is the fignal fuch as muft be obferved by the people both on
board and on fhore ?

Yes, it is—the Captain fires 2 gun, and loofes his foretop-
fail,
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fail, and hoifts an enfign—The topfail continues loofe, and the
enfign is hoifted every ‘morning till he goes away.
» Examined by Members of the Committee.
Are not convi®ed Criminals often fold for the benefit of

thofe by whom they are tried?
I do not recolleét an inftance.

- Did not you, in your' examination_before the Privy Council,

fay, that in the cafe of Witchcraft the Convicts were fold for
the benefit of the town at large, but principally for that of
the principal people of the place?

I might fay fo, but I do not recolleét it; but if I did, T al-
luded to the-nine perfons I had before fpoken of, who were part
of the family of the man who had been condemned for Witch-
craft, and who were fold at the requeft of the whole town, who

received the money and goods that had been afked for them, and
who 1 fuppofe divided it.

Whether the Pynims or principal people, and the whole town,
are not the perfons before whom accufations of Witchcraft are
commonly determined ? :

J fhould imagine they were; but T never faw a trial of the
kind.

‘What is the meaning of'the word you ufed, of their being tried
by their own clan ?

I mean by clan a number of Slaves belonging to one man, and
which he has inherited.

«In general, is'juftice well adminiftered in that country ?
It has every appearance of fairnefs,

Are not the fmalleft crimes punifhed with Slavery ?

1 have already mentioned the crimes which are punifhed with
Slavery.

Is not the f{mialleft theft punifhed by the fale of the delin-

quent for the benefit of the perfon from whom the article has been
{tolen ? :

Certainly.

0.q In
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In faying that not one perfon lefs would be convidted, though
the Slave Trade thould be abelifhed, did you mean abolithed only
by this country, or byall the other pewers who are now engaged
in carrying on that trade?

I do not think it would leflen theerimes in the leaft, and these-
fore 1 do not think it would lefien the punithment—But this is
only my opinion.

Queftion repeated.
I meant te fay, in general, though it was abelithed by all the
European powsrs. -

What reafon have-you had to believe, that Slaves who have been
refufed have been f{et afide for the facrifices 2.

I have heard thet fome of thofe Slaves have been fold for
that purpofe, to thofe people who had thofe Cuitoms.

What is_the meotive for thofe facrifices ?
" Jtis done from a motive of religion I believe.

Whether a mant’s own Slaves afe not fometimes facrificed at his
death?

It happens fometimes that wlien a great man dies, ;a favourite
Slave Girl, and a confidential Slave Boy, who takes care of his
keys, &c. are facrificed with him, in  order to attcnd him in the
next world.

Do you conceive it isnot.imagined in -that Country that fuch
facrifices are neceffary to the comfort of the deceafed ?
They think that it is a duty incumbent upon them fo to do.

If therefore the refufed Slayes were not purchafed for this
purpofe, would not their place be fupplied by thefe Slaves, the
property of the deceafed ?

"~ I have not a doubt but that they would.

Arc not the Slaves refufed byour Traders often purchafed by
-the Dutch or Danes?

Yes, 1 believe they generally do buy inferior Slaves in point of
quality. »

Do you conceive that Slaves become o in the interior Country
in the fame manner as they do on the Coait ?
I cannot fpeak to that part.
May
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‘May not S]avés inthe interior Coumcy become fo for a@ls of

-delinquency P

I dare fay they may—I dare fay their Jaws may tend fomething
to a fimilarity, but I am entirely unacquainted with it.

Have you any reafon to believe that the proportion of Slaves
fold from the families where they have been:bred is greater, in the

.interior country, than it is on the coaft?

I believe I have already faid that Slaves were not bred on the
Gold Coaft for fale, and therefore I thould imagine the number
of Slaves brought from the interior parts muft far exceed any

ithing of the kind on the Gold Ceatt.

Do you know whether Slaves are bred in the interior parts of

.the country for fale?

I do not know that it is fo—but I conjecture fo.

What is the.reafon for your conjecturing fo?
I faid before that during the fourteen years I was in Africa |

‘there was no war, therefore as thefe Slaves came down to be fold,
‘and not underftanding that they were prifoners of war, I prefumed
:they muft have been fold either by their having been bred Slaves,

or from crimes they had committed.

During the fourteen years you was in Africa was there any war

.on the Gold Coaft?

Not that I recolleét.

Why did you conceive that a proportion of ithe fupply from the

JAnterior countries muft confift of perfons bred for fale, becaufe pro-

bably not prifoners of war—when, in fpeaking of the Gold Coaft,
you fay, that you know .there were no wars, and yet that no part

.of the fupply confifted of Slaves bred for fale?

Becaufe moft of the Slaves that were purchafed on the Gold

.Coaft were criminals beyond a doubt.

‘What reafon had you to believe that alarger proportion of the
Coalt Slaves were criminals than of thofe brought from the interior
Country ?

I cannot f{peak as to that particular—I fpeak of the fa& I know
on the Gold Coaft—but I believe that as a matter of opinion

-only—but what I affert about the Gold Coaft I fpeak from know-

ledge of the faét,
- What
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What reafon then have you for believing that with refpe to
“the interior Country, which: reafon does not equally apply to the
 Gold Coaft? ;

I can only fay I know nothing of the interior parts of the
Country, and that I knew perfeétly well the Gold Coaft, and-there-
fore to that I can fpeak. =~

The queftion is not why you believe none of the Slaves fold on
the Gold Coaft were Slaves bred for fale—but it is, why you ftated

“that a proportion of thofe brought from the interior Country
were. of this defcription—having faid that you knew of no wars
exifting on the Gold Coaft, and could only guefs or fpeak
doubtfully of there beingmgue in the interior Country ?

From the very reafon, their not being prifoners of war, . they
mutft either be born or bred for Slaves, or be fold for crimes—as
there is no other fource of Slavery that I know of.

What ground have youthen to believe that any Slaves are bred
for fale in the interior Country ?

I have no ground, but it is matter of opinion with refpeét to
the interior parts—with tefpe& to the Gold Coaft I fpeak from
knowledge.

What is the temper and difpofition of the Inhabitants on the
Gold Coaft? '

As to their temper, theyare a vindictive kind of people amongit
one another—revengeful—much eddicted to theft—that is their
_general charaéter.

May not Slaves convi&ed of crimes, and liable.to be fold for
the benefit of the party aggrieved, be fometimes redeemed by
offering a compenfation ?

If they have friends to advance the value of the Slave who has
forfeited his liberty, I belicye they are generally allowed to redecm
rthemfelves.

Whether the viGims have:been obferved to be extremely de-
je¢ted, when about to be offered up to the Manes*of the de-
ceafed ? :

Having never feen a facrifice of the kind, I cannot fpeak to
-that,

Have you not feen perfons, who were to be the vitims on thefe

«occafions, parading about previous to the facrifice ?
I have

-
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I have feen them at a diftance, dreffed, and dancing about—and
fo far from appearing forrowful by their geftures, they appeared
quite otherwife; but being at a diftance I cannot fay whether
they were pleafed or forrowful.

If they were pleafed, did not you fuppofe that to refult from
the fuperftitious notion that they were about to attend their de-
ceafed Mafter ?

Certainly I think that might have been the caufe—and I have
no doubt that muft have been the reafon. '

Is the Gold Coaft a fertile country ?
It is by no means fertile, as the foil is very rocky.

W hat are its chief productions?

1 believe Corn is the chief produce (Indian Corn) that is of
any confequence.

Does not the {oil feem adapted to other articles, if there was
fufficient encouragement to cultivate them—and what would
thofe articles be ?

I have feen the Natives now and then cultivate a little Sugar
Canes, if it may be called cultivation—they juft throw it into
the earth without any kind of cultivation—Dbut it may be reared
in that Country—Cotton grows in that Country—I believe thofe
are the only articles I can fpeak to.

Do you mean that the foil there is adapted to the Cane and te
Cotton ?

I have feen them grow there.

Does it {eem difpofed to no other fpecies of produce ?
I haye never feen any thing elfe.

Does not Indigo and Dying Woods grow fpontaneoufly in that
Country ?

I have feen fomething called by the name of Indigo—but whe-

ther it was fo or not I am no judge, for I never faw the plant
~—as far Dying Wood I never faw any on the Gold Coalft.

Whether you recolle&, in your Evidence before the Privy,
Council, to have ftated in fubftance that Sugar, Indigo, Cotton
and Dying Wood grow there already {pontaneoufly ?

As to Dying Woods I cannot charge my memory with that,

Rr I never
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I never faw any but what came from f{ome other parts of Africa,
and not the growth of the Gold Goaft.

Is the Gold Coaft a populous Country ?
Yes—very populous.

Are there not confiderable towns there ?
Yes—a good many.

Whence are thofe towns fupplied with provifions ?
From the back parts of the Country.

Do you mean the parts of the Country immediately contiguous
to the towns, or from great diftances ?

I have already faid that the Gold Coaft in general is a rocky
foil, and therefore would notadmit of fuch cultivation, and the
Natives are obliged to go a good way inland to fetch the Corn,
which they bring down on their heads in bafkets ; others make ufe
of canoes, and bring thefe things by water from fome other parts of
the Coaft.——That is the modeof their being fupplied.

Stating the extent of the Gold Coaft to be 400 miles, where do
the Natives who live at a diftance from either extremity of it fetch
their provifions or are fuppliedwith them ?

They fetch their provifions from the inland parts behind them,
in bafkets as I have ftated on their heads, or in canoes by water.
—They are fometimes obliged to go thirty or forty miles by
water on the Coaft to fetch Cotn and Yams,

Stating the extent of the coaftto be 400 miles, how can the in-
habitants of the central parts be {upplied with provifions by going
in canoes only thirty or forty miles ?

When I faid they were obliged to go thirty or forty miles to
fetch Corn and Yams, I meant thereby to thew, that although the
Country was cultivated behind thofe towns, to fome diftance as I
fuppofe, yet that the foil wasnot already productive for the main-
tenance of the inhabitants.

Then is the Committec. to underftand that the thirty or forty
miles is not on the Coaft but up the Country ? )

How can it be, when I mention canoes, which muft go on the
water ?

Do they go along the Coaft, or up the Country ?
Along the Coaft, no doubt,
From
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From what diftance do you fuppofe they fetch their food from
behind them ?

1 do not know—Dbut very often, when I have been under the ne-
ceflity to purchafe provifions from them, they have brought Corn
to me from the diftance of five, fix, or feven miles—which they
bring, as I faid before, on their heads in bafkets.

Is the Committee then to underftand that the Natives on the
Coaft fetch their Corn from no greater diftance than five, fix, or
feven miles, for the fupplying thofe populous diftricts ?

I cannot {peak pofitively to the diftance—it may be greater—it
may be thirty miles inland for what I know.

Do you fuppofe that the Corn is cultivated by the Slaves of the
perfon for whofe benefit it is fold ? :

They have no idea of cultivation at all—The method of making
a plantation in that Country is, after having picked out the fpot
which they intend for this plantation, to cut down all the {mall
and green trees that are upon it, without grubbing or giving them-
felves the trouble to root them up—they fuffer thofe bufhes and
fmall trees to dry in the fun—when they are fufficiently dry they
{et fire to them—the afhes remaining on the ground, they throw
the Corn promifcuoufly on the afhes, without digging the ground,
or any thing of that fort, and they truft to futurity for its coming

up.

Do you mean that this is the mode of cultivation in the in-
terior parts of the Country, or on the Coaft only ?
I fpeak from ocular demonftration on the Gold Coat.

By whom are the trees cut down and burnt, in the manner you
have defcribed ?

By the perfon who has a mind to rear the Corn—if he has
Slaves they help him; if not, he and his family do it.

Are famines frequent in that Country?
Yes—I have known Indian Corn exeeedingly fcarce indeed.,

Are the Canoe-men on the Gold Coaft Negroes ?
All Negroes.

Do not the Natives fometimes work in the thips of the Eu-

ropeans ? -
I believe it never happened, but when from ficknefs or other
caufes

Ao of.

Lt
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caufes they are obliged to employ them—they do on thofe occa-
fions ; but they are often employed in boats on the Coaft, in or-
der to fave the feamen in the fhips.

Have not fome of the Natives a confiderable number of Slaves
in that country ?

Some of them have, as I faid before—it is the number of the
Slaves that enhances the confequence of the man.

In what fervices are they employed ?
I cannot pofitively fay in what they are employed—it dcpends,
I fuppole, on the will of the mafter.

If it were not for the bariennefs of the foil, might they not
be advantagcouﬂy employed in the cultivation of Cotton and other
artieles ?

I have already faid that the Dutch attempted the cultivation of
Cotton ; and in order to indice the Natives to follow their ex-
ample, they had a number of their own Slaves on this Cotton
Plantation, and they inviteda number of Free Natives to come
and affift thofe Slaves, hoping in time, I fuppole, that the Na-
tives would take a liking to the cultivation of Cotton ; but in-
ftead of that, the Natives, [o far from affifting, they never gave
themfelves any trouble about it, and the plantations dwindled
away to nothing.

Did not the Dutch contintie to carry on the Slave Trade at the
fame time that they tried this experiment of inducing the Natives
to cultivate Cotton ?

At this part of the Coaft where this Plantation was attempted
there is very little Slave Trade—the trade there chiefly confifts of

Gold and Ivory.

How is the Ivory broughtdown to that part of the Coaft ?
By Black Traders.

In what manner?

On their fhoulders—either with people that come with them
to fetch their goods back again, or, if they have Slaves to fell,
on the fhoulders of the Slaves.—I would beg leave to remark,
at the fame time that I faid the trade for Gold there was the chief
trade, they are obliged to bring down a number of people to carry
back the goods fo purchafed with that Gold ; and therefore, when
they have no Slaves to fell, thofe people that are to carry the
goads back again bring down the Ivory to the market.

If

[
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If any articles of produce could be found, which notwith-
ftanding the natural barrennefs of the Coaft might be produced
_in confiderable quantities, might it not be hoped that a defire of
being fupplied with European manufaétures would induce the
cultivation of thofe articles?

I have already faid the natural indolence of the Natives is a
total bar to any induftry whatever,

Is the Gold and Ivory brought down to the Coaft from any
confiderable diftance ?

I do not know the diftance—I haye heard them talk of the
Gold Mines being a great way inland, how far I cannot fay—
and I have every reafon to believe the Teeth that are brought to
‘the Gold Coaft are brought a good way from the interior country.

“Have they plenty of iron tools in that country ?
‘They have none, or few, but what arc imported from Europe.

‘Are thofe few made from Native Iron, or from Bar Iron im-
* ported from Europe ?

What tools I have feen were made of Bar Iron imported from
Europe ; but, when I fpeak of tools, I mean to be underftood a

kind of Hoe—I do not know whether they can make a Hatchet
in that Country.

Are thole Hoes, be they made how they may, in plenty ?
No, not at all—they cannot be plentiful, becaufe the cultiva-

tion is not great.—They are obliged to have Hoes when they
- cultivate Yams.

.Of what clafs of the people are the perfons ufually aecufed of
Witcheraft?
I do not know they are of any particular clafs.

Do you know whether any perfons of the higher claffes of
fociety are ever accufed of Witchcraft ?

I dare fay they may be accufed of it, as well as thofe of an in-~
ferior order.

Do you knew whether in point of fact any fuch perfons ever are
fo accufed.?

I never faw an inftance that came within my own knowledge of
a perfon being convicted of Witchcraft, but that family which I

have already mentioned, and they were neither of the fuperior -

clafs nor inferior clafs of people.
Sf If
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If one of a family is accufed of Witchcraft,-are any others of the
fame family confidered as principals ?
They are {fo much fo that the whole family are always extir-
pated, without regard to perfons.—I mean to {ay, that no favour is
fhewn to any one of the family,

Are then fach other perfons confidered as actually guilty, or are
they punifhed merely as belonging to the guilty perfon ?

I apprehend the fear of the family being all concerned in Witch-
sraft is the reafon they are all extirpated ?

Were the fale of Slaves prevented, would perfons convicted of
Witcheraft be facrificed ?
Certainly. i

Would the innocent relations of a perfon conviGted of Witch-
craft be facrificed ?
Yes—I am certain they would.

‘Why do you believe {o?

Becaufe it is a cafe which'has happened within my knowledge
whilft I commanded at the fort of Anamaboe.—A woman who
was accufed of Witchcraft, or the wife of a man accufed of
Witcheraft was brought o me (fhe was very old) to purchafe.
—T did not know then if I refufed to purchafe her that fhe
would be put to death, I therefore refufed her.—She went away
with the perfons who breught her; and upon being informed by
one of my fervants that it was the intent of the people in town to
cut her head off, I fenta meflenger immediately after thofe people,
to fay I would take the woman, and give them fomething for her,
«rather than fhe thould lofe her life; but unfortunately my meflenger
arrived five minutes too late, and her head wasoff her fhoulders.

Are the Slaves made in war ever incorporated into the nation
which has taken them ? .

I do not know I ever bought a Slave that had been a prifoner of
war, and therefore cannot fpeak to that fubject.

Are you at prefent engaged in the Slave Trade ?
I am.

Can you form any idea of the total population of the Gold
“Coaft ? N
1 cannot.

Did
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Did you hear of women being fent out by men, who either
were or pretended to be their hufbands, to feduce men, whom they
afterwards accufed of adultery ?

In order to anfwer this queftion I muft, in the firft place, in-
form the Committee, that upon the Gold Coaft the men of confe-
quence generally have a number of wives, fome more, fome lefs—
fometimes twenty, two dozen, three dozen—I have not a doubt
but many of thefe women may go out and entrap the unwary—I
dare fay it is as common on the Coaft as it may be here in Lon-
don—there is only this diffcrence, that in Africa it is attended
with the lofs of liberty,

Have you not reafon to believe that they are fometimes fent out
by their chiefs (their hufbands) for the purpofe of entrapping
men ? ' ’

I do not believe it is done—there may be fome abandened cha-
racters, but I do not believe it is ufual. :

Then do you mean to fay it is not fometimes the cafe ?
I can neither affert nor deny it—it is not a fact that has come
within my knowledge.

When there has been a deficiency of Slaves on the Coaft brought
from the interior Country, did you hear it at the time imputed to

the exiftence of wars? :
T have been told fo—Dbut I did not hear of a war while I was in

Africa—I bhave been told that wars put a ftop to the trade.

Do you recolle& that fuch occafional fcarcities have ever been
fucceeded by a more than ordinary plenty ?

I cannot fay that while I was on the Coaft there was a fcarcity—
-thcdguantity was nearly equal during the whole time I was on the
Coaft.

While the fhips are flaving on the Coaft, are there many Black
" Brokers in the fhip at once ?
Yes, there are three, four, five, or fix, according to the fize of the

thip.

Do they all ufually remain on board till the thip fails ?

They attend on the fhip from the day of her arrival to the day of
her departure—they are paid fo much per day, or in fome other
manner.

Does
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- Does the European Trader ever enquire of the Black Broker in
‘what manner his Slaves are procured ?

I believe he very feldom makes the enquiry—the Slaves being

-brought on board in canoes, they:know that the Slave is fairly

-brought, and therefore they give themfelves no further trouble
about it. : ;

At which of the Dutech fa&ories was the cultivation of Cotton
attempted ?
At the fort called Axim.

T'o what extent was that attempt made ?

« I cannot fpeak as to'the extent of the cultivation ;- but it:was
. pretty confiderable. f

. Does the difliculty of landing on the Gold Coaft exift through-
out the year ?
There is more or lefs difficulty throughout the year—the land-
ings generallyiare very.bad.

Whereabouts is the burthen or fize of the largeft canoe em-
- ployed on that coaft? _
The largeft canoe I have feen employed was one paddled by
«twenty-one Blacks—and T believe I have feen only two of that
defcription during the fourteen years I was in Africa—I cannot
peak as to the burthen.

Might not fugar be as eafilyipacked in fmall cafks as in hogf-
heads ?

I know nothing of the procefs of packing.or unpacking bf
- fugar—therefore am no judge.

Do you know the fize of a hogfhead of fugar?

I have feen them on.the quays, but cannot fay exaltly what
~was the fize.

Do you not think that. it weuld be very poffible to convey a
barrel of fugar, of a fize much inferior to a hogthead, from the
Coaft to a veflel lying off for the purpofe of trade ?

No doubt, the caflc of the fize of a commeon water-cafk, filled

with fugar, might be carried on'board in- the fame manner as the
water itfelf is. '

In what manner are the five forts, of which you were _goves-
nor, fortified ?

‘The
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The Fort of {Anamaboe, the principal fort of trade, is a
fquare fort.

Then the Counfel and Witnefs were dire€ted to
withdraw. ‘ :

And being again called in,

The Witnefs was afked,
Are there not cannon mounted on all thofe forts ?
Certainly, elfe they would be of no ufe.

Do you know in what manner thefe cannon were conveyed on
thore ?

I have feen fome conveyed on fhore on I believe it is called 2
Cattamaran.—I believe there were four or fix 42-pounders fent
from England—they were about a month in landing them on
this Cattamaran, with all affiftance they could get from on fhore
and the fhip too.

What is the weight of a 42-pounder ?
I cannot fay.

Is there not a blackfmith’s fhop in the Caftle Yard at Cape
Coaft Caftle ?
Yes, there is.

Who work there?
The Slaves belonging to the Company,

What kind of work do they perform?
That which belongs to the profeflion of a blackfmith~making
hinges, &c.

Do they not do heavy work ?
I do not know what is meant by heavy work.

Do they not work up large bar-iron into a variety of toolsand
implements ?
Common bar-iron they do.

You have ftated that facrifices take place on the death of confi-
derable perfons, and that they regard it as a religious duty to the
Manes of the deceafed—do they make human facrifices on any
other occafion?

I believe not, on the Gold Coaft.

Tk Are'
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Are the facrifices on thofe occafions which you mentioned
numerous ? _ :

It depends entirely on the rank and condition of the perfon who
15 the object of the facrifice.

Do they facrifice any other befides his confidential Slaves ?

Certainly they do—it depends entirely on the number they
mean to facrifice to add to the confidential Slaves any number
they think proper.

Is it in your power to give @ny idea of the number to which
thefe facrifices may extend anpually in that diftri& of which you
{peak ? {

I cannot fay any thing aboutthe numbers.

Are you at all acquainted Wwith the average number of Slaves
annually exported from the whole Coaft of Africa to the different
European Settlements ?

It is impofiible for me-to fay, never having been in any other
part but the Geld Coaft.

If the demand for Slaves onthe Gold Coaft were greater do you
apprehend a larger number cold be furnifhed?

I have found that upon the Gold Coaft, when there was a-great
number of fhips there, they have not gone off fo quick with
their cargo as they would have done if there had been a lefs
number—from which I apprehend if the demand was inereafed,
unlefs they came from fome other part, there would be ftill nearly
the fame number.

Do you apprehend that if there was -no market for ' Slaves on
the Gold Coaft, Thefts of the {malleft defcription would be pu=
nifhed with death ?

No—I do not apprehend Thefts would be punifhed with
death—they would be fold for Slaves to fome of the inland
.tribes,

Do any of the inland tribes now come down to the Gold Coaft
for the purpofe of buying Slaves ? :

No, becaufe they cannot afford to give the price ; nor can they
give the goods the Natives want for them,

Mention the comparative number of the Slaves fold off the Gold
Coatt, of thofe which belong to that Country, and of thofe which
are brought from the interior Country ?

I believe
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T believe T have élready anfwered that—I ‘believe it is about

ane-third belonging to -the Gold Coaft, but I cannot be ac-
curate.

If the Europeans ‘were to attempt to extend the cultivation of
Cotton, Indigo, orSugar, or any produce congenial to the foil of
the,Country, could they carry it on by any other means than by
the purchafe of Slaves ?

They certainly could never carry it on by themfelves, and there-
fore I am of opinion they muft employ Slayes.

Was it the general prevailing opinion on the Coaft that Slaves
brought from the interior Country were bred Slaves, and not
Conviéts ¢

I do not knew what the opinion on the Coaft may be, but it is
my opinion they are both,

Was it the head of the family you bought who was tried and
conviéted of Witchcraft ?

The perfon convicted of courfe was executed, he had his head
. cut off—his father, mother, two wives, and his fifter and three
children, which were all that remained of the family, were fold
to me, on condition that they thould neyer return to that country
again.

‘Did you ever hear of the difeafe called-the Locked Jaw on the
Coaft of Africa?

No—I never heard of fuch a diforder.

Do you believe that female Slaves could be procured on the
Gold Coaft in numbers equal to male Slaves ?
I think not.

Why do you think fo?

Becaufe every man of the leaft independency keeps two or
three wives, or as many as he likes, and thefe women do all the
drudgery of fetching water and provifions—they very feldom
swork in the field, but they bring in the corn, and fetch water.

Did you ever know of an infurrection on board of a Slave fhip
on the Coaft of Africa, where the Slaves overcame the crew, and
~got back to fhore ?

I'have heard of fuch a thing, but never fay it.

Did
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Did youhear what became of thofe Slaves whe fo got back ?
1 fancy they were all taken up again by the Natives on fhore,
and re-fold.

Do you believe that the communication which ‘the Africans
on the Sea Coaft have had with Europeans, has tended to give
them a more equitable government than they would otherwife
have had ?

It hashad fome little effe on their outward appearance and man-
ner; but as to government or'morals, or any thing of that fort,
I believe they are exactly in the fame ftate now as they were fome

centuries ago.

Do you underftand that the mode of trial which you have de-
feribed has obtained on the Sea Coaft of Africa for a great length

of time? ;
I believe, from the tradition of the Natives, it has exifted fro

time immemorial.

What cattle have they on the Gold Coaft ?
No cattle of burthen—very few Bulls and Cows—I might fay

none, for it is a luxury to poflefs any.

Have the Europeans any gardens or plantations on the Gold
Coatft ? :

They have gardens to raife fuch vegetables as they may want
for their own ufe, which they are at a great deal of trouble to

cultivate.

What creates that great trouble ?
The amazing heat and diynefs of the foil, which makes it ne-

ceflary to pay a great deal ofattention to the plants.

Did you fee any Africangfettled on the Gold Coaft, who had
b.fore been fettled in Europe, or the Weft Indies ?

Yes—I have feen a good many free Blacks return that had taken
their paffage from Africa tothe Weft Indies, and from the Weft

Indies to London.

What courfe of life did they follow after their return ?

For the firft month theywere viry proud to fhew themfelves
to all their friends and relations in their Europcan drels, and
got drunk with them as often as they poffibly could— then they

got tuied of their clothing, which they found too warmn for them
—they




S az6 -

—they then took to the two yards of cloth round their middle,
and walked about naked like the reft of them.

Have you ever enquired or afked of the perfons of the family
thit you purchafed what is the nature of the proofs that had been
required to conviét the principal of the family of Witchcraft ?

That queftion has been afked and anfwered before, that I never
faw a trial of the kind—I never afked the perfons any thing about
it—but from the circumftance of the whole town attending their
going off the Beach when they were fo condemned, 1 prefume
they would not have fuffered them to depart {o publickly if they
had not conceived they had had a fair trial.

Was you ever prefent at the trial of any perfons convicted of
any offences, for which they were afterwards fold for Slaves ?
No, never—it was not my bufinefs toattend fuch trial.

Have you not faid that the whole town participated in the
profit arifing from the fale of thofe perfons condemned for
Witchcraft ?

In this inftance it might be fo, becaufe I fancy that this was
a particular cafe, but in general I believeit is not fo.

Wherein confifted the peculiarity of this inftance ?
Becaufe a number of people in that town had died from caufes
unknown, and it was laid to this man’s charge.

Was not this the only inftance of a condemnation for Witch-
craft you ever knew ?

That is the only one I had ocular demonftration of.

Does it frequently happen that the largeft canoes, which you
have defciibed, are overfet going off through the furf, and com-
ing in ?

I have generally obferved that the large canoes are more eafily
overfet than the fmall ones.—As to the twenty-one-hand canoes,
I before obferved I never faw but two, and thofe I never faw
overfet.

Does not the furf frequently break in upon thofe large canoes,
fo as to deftroy or damage any goods they may have on board ?
Certainly.

Do you believe it practicable that cither fugar or falt, or any
Uu commodity
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commodity that is liable to melt, can be brought off or carried
on {hore in the craft that 1s ufed on that Coaft ?
No, not as long as the coaft of Africa exifts, I am fure.

If fugar were embarked in cafks, do you conceive they would
be injured by the furf?

If they were tight cafks, fo as to be impenetrable to the water,
I have no doubt but fugar might be carried through any furf.

Do you know the kind of cafks in which fugar is embarked
from the Weft Indies ? _ ;

I never had any thing todo dire@ly or indireétly with fugar—
I have already faid fo.

Do you think that in fuch cafks as you have feen on the quays
the fugar could go fafe through the furf. -

There never was, I think, a canoe on the Gold Coaft capable
of taking in a hogfhead of fugar, {uch as I have feen on the

qllilys.

In what manner is the Corn, and other Provifions, carried from
the thore to the fhips?

Corn, the chief article, is generally carried on board in tight
puncheons, well trimmed—Iron-bound cafks—that in cafe of
being overfet, which is often the cafe with canoes, that they might
not be damaged.

" Are not the fame canoes equally well adapted to the carriage of

fugar, indigo, or any other commodity ? ;

Certainly I think the fugar will be as dry in fuch cafks as the
cOrn..

Whether fugar or indigo are commodities as valuable and as
well able to bear the expence of {uch a package, as Indian Corn ?

As to the expence it is none—the cafks belong to the thip;
they are water-catks.

Do you confine your information to Cape Coaft, or do you fpeak

to the whole Coaft?
The whole Gold Coalft.

Are there no landing-places on the Gold Coaft where the canoes

do not come through a great furf ? :
I know of none where there is not a furf more or lefs dangerous.

Was
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- Was you ever at Dixcove ?
I commanded upwards of two yearsas Chief of that fort.

Did you ever feea King’s hip’s boat on fhore there ?
Yes, I faw one there once.

Could one of thofe boats land at Cape Coaft ?
No.

Do they not ufe fugar on the coaft of Guinea.
Yes.

How is it landed ?
Generally landed in tight puncheons.

You mean all forts of fugar ?
They generally ufe loaf fugar—fine fugar.

Which is the greater rifk, the going on fhore, or the coming
off bringing a cargo ?

The coming off fhore is certainly the greateft danger; and
where a canoe is overfet once going athore, it is overfst ten
times at leaft in going off from the fhore.

Did you ever know ten canoes overfet all the time you was at
Dixcove ?

I believe, befides my own, there was not above one or two
canoes belonging to the people of the town—When I fpeak of
ten to one, I {peak of the average of the Coaft all along, good,
bad, and indifferent.

Do not the King’s {hips wood and water off Cape Coaft?
Yes.

In what is it breught on board?
In cances from the fhore.

Is it cuftomary for thofe canoes to be overfet ?
Very often at fome feaflons.

Do you mean carrying off the Wood and water to the King’s
fhips.
I cannot fay they are more particularly overfet then than at
any other time. :
Will
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Will you {pecify any inftance where any fuch boat was overfet ?

I cannot fpecify any particular occafion, and a good caufe why,
becaufe the King’s fhips, while I was in Africa, had generally
contrived to come there in the fine feafon, when the fea was very
{mooth, and there was very little furf—which is not the cafe at
other times from May to the lattersend of Auguft.

Is there any wood to be got on the Coaft of Guinea fit to fplit
into ftaves to make tight catks of?
I do not believe there is.

Was not the Fort of Anamaboe built by an Engineer fent
out under the direction of the Board of Ordnance ?

I have been told fo; and it is the beft built Fort in Africa,
without any exception.

Do you fuppofe the abolitionof the Slave Trade by Great Britain
would make any material alteration in the criminal law of that
Country ?

I faid before I thought the punifhment could be the fame.

Do youknow what ufe the Arabs and Moors make of the Slaves
they purchafe ?

1 do not know—but I believe it is a traffic they carry on for
their own benefit.

And then the Witnefs was direGed to withdraw.

JOHN
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JOH{\T FOUNTAIN, Eﬁl;;ire,- called in, and examined,

He has been in various capacities for fome time paft on the Gold
Coaft of Africa.

How long did you refide on the Gold Coaft ?
Ever fince the year 1778 to the goth of January laft, 1789.

Did you refide in different parts of that Coaft ?
- ‘Only three parts—Cape Coaft Caftle, Tantum, and Accra.

In what capacity ?

When I arrived firft on the Coaft, I took the command of the
Company’s troops there—after that 1 became a fator for the
Company—then fecond of Accra—and after that fecond of Tan- .
tum—and laftly Governor of Tantum.

Did you confine yourfelf to the forts, -or go into the country
to any diftance ?

Entirely to the forts, except in paffing from one to the
other.

What are the diftances between the forts from one %o the
other ?

Cape Coaft is forty miles from Tantam, and frem Cape Coaft
to Accra between eighty and ninety miles ; it may be more from
Cape Coaft to Accra—ninety, or thereabouts.

Did you underftand the language of the country ?
I did not {peak it ; but I comprehended moft of what I heard
from the Natives of the Fantee language,

Did you become acquainted with the manner in which perfons
became Slaves in that country ?

In part I have—they come under various defcriptions, and are
principally Convicts.—There are others made Slaves from an
ampropriety of condud in their family, I allude to Gaming—and
others for Witchcraft.

Do you confider perfons made Slaves for Debt as coming
under the delcription of Convi&s, or a different clafs ?
By no means as coming under the defeription of Convidts; but
I conceive when the debt is incurred under the head of Gaming,
it then produces many Slaves,
X x Do
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Do perfons enter into a ftate of Slavery in conf&jucncc of

Debt ? :
No doubt; having not wherewith to pay, they are feized and

made Slaves of by their creditors,

Do you know whether any are made Slaves in confequence of
being taken prifoners in war ?

I cannot fay I do—I have not heard of many wars on the
Coaft during my refidence there,

Were there any wars on the Gold Coaft during the eleven

years you refided there ?
I have feen a kind of war among the Natives of different

towns, but not of any duration—who have fought among them-
felves, but it has been foon determined.

In what number did they meet.
Between three and four thoufand of them all together.

Did fuch meeting produce many Slaves ?
None at all.

Can you fay in what manner perfons made Slaves for crimes
.

were tried ? -
They are in general tried by the Pynims or Elders of each

town or diftrit where the crime is committed.

Is the trial cpen ?
It is generally, I believe always, carried on in the open ftreet,

or in a large place open to everyione who chofe to go there.

3

Do the Judges receive any b;neﬁ-t from their convi&ion ?
1 apprehend not—as far as comes within my own knowledge I

believe not.

For whofe benefit are they fold as Slaves ?
I believe it is for the benefitof thofe perfons againft whom the

offence is committed.

Do you include the offence of Witchcraft in this account of
the trial for offences ?

Not generally—but in one particular inftance I remember to
have feen a fimilar fort of trial for Witchcraft, which happened

at Tantum, about eight months 2g80.—A man was brought into
the
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the {treet, and offered for fale—he was a man of fome confide-
ration in the town.—After the Pynims had fet on his trial, under
the Palaver-tree, and they had condemned him, they brought him
into the fort for {zle—but being an old man, and from a former
acquaintance with him, being fenfible that he was a great villain,
I refufed to have any thing to do with him—he was accordingly
taken to Lagoo, a place dependent on Tantum, and fold there.

Doss a conviftion for this crime involye in it other perfons
befides the perfon atually accufed of the crime ?
It generally invelves the whole family,

Are they a fuperﬁ:itiolus- people?
Very much fo.

Does the belief of the exiftence of Witcheraft prevail much in
the Country ?

It no doubt does: but I am led to believe that i oftentimes
means poifon.

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were direéted
to withdraw.

To report a Progrefs, &c.

I B
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MINUTES of the EVIDENCE |

1Y Whole Houﬁ:, to whom it was ‘
3 referred to confider of the Slave 1
Trade.

‘Witnefles examined,
JEROME BARN. WEUVES, Efg;
JOHN‘FOUNTAIN, Efquire,
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Lune, 15° die funii 1789.

({ COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe to confider further
of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, complained of
in the feveral Petitions which were prefented to the
Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative to the
State of the African Slave Trade.

C Qunfall cilled i

“The Counfel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded in
itheir Evidence ; and

JOHN FOUNTAIN, Efquire, was again called in.

Are you at prefent concerned with the African Trade, or at all
«connected with it?
Not at all,

Did you, during your refidence in that country, acquire any
‘knowledge of the governments there ?
In fome degree’T have.

Will you defcribe the forms of government you was any ways
acquainted with ?

All perfons who are deemed offenders, are generally brought
before the Pynims of any town or diftrié in which they refide.
Perfons appear to make good :the charge againft the delinquent,
-and, upon full convi€tion, they are adjudged to punifhment,

Yy Does
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Does this pra@ice extend far inland, or is it confined to the
Gold Coatft ?

I have heard that offenders inland are tried in a fimilar manner,
but I cannot {peak to any thing but what I have feen or know
on the Coaft.

Have you any knowledge, or have you received good informa-
tion, of the government of the interior parts of the country ?

I cannot fpeak to that queftion, having no knowledge of the
interior parts of the countrys

Were wars frequent oa the Coalt' during your refidence there ?

I never heard of any, excepting what I have defcribed the laft
time T was at this Bar, between the inhabitants of Cape Coaft
Town—one diftric againft the other ;—but I fhould apprehend,
that if wars were frequent, from my long refidence in that
‘country I fhould have been made acquainted with the circumftance,
which I never have been.

Can you fay, whether the number of perfons made Slaves, in
confequence of capture inwar, bear any, and what, proportion
to the number of perfons made Slaves on other accounts ?

I have already faid, that I have not heard of wars being frequent
in Africa, I cannot thercfofe conceive that any very great num-
ber of the Slaves fold off that Coaft were prifoners of war,
though I am led to believe fome are.

Have you any reafon to believe that wars are made for the pur-
pofe of making Slaves? «

As far as the queftion extends to the Whites, I am fure they
are not: with refpect to the Blacks, 1 believe there are wars among
them at times (though I am not juftified in faying it from my own
knowledge) and this may produce fome Slaves.—The Biacks are
naturally a turbulent unquiet people, and thence it is I take my
opinion.

Did you ever know any Europeans affift in fomenting war
amongft the Africans?

I never did—on the contrary, I know that Europeans have fre-
quently been affifting in fettling their palavers of quarrels and
-difpute, which otherwife might have had bad confequences.

Did you ever know villages pillaged for the purpofe of makmw
Slaves 2
I never
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I sever-heard of fuch a thing, I (hould think it impra@icable—
particularly by the Whites.

Did you ever know Europeans privately fteal perfons for making
Slaves—what we call kidnapping ?

I never heard of fuch a thing, nor do I conceive that fuch a
thing ever exifted on the Coaft.

Is the method of garrying on the trade in Slaves, between the
Europeans and the Natives, fuch as would cifcover and bring to
light fuch a praétice if it prevailed there?

No doubt it would ; and one European, experiencing a lofs of
trade in conlequence of fuch an act, wounld, as well from duty as
interefted motives, make his complaint to the Governor and Coun-
c:l-en the Coaft, as well as to perfons in England.

Will you deferibe the method in which the trade is carried on,
on the Coaft ?

When a Slave is brought down, he is generally configned to the
care of a Black Broker; who, either on the day he arrives in the
town, or the following, brings him, with the perfon to whom
he belongs, to be purchafed—the Goeds are then fhewn to the
Broker, and the perfon who wants to fell the Slave—and if there is
any piece of Goods objectionable, or that he wifhes to change, he
is at liberty to do fo, in order to fatisfy the Trader.—I have bzen
two hours, frequently, in the purchafe of one Slave.—Should he
however decline the whole barter or aflfortment offered to him,
he is at liberty to take the Slave away, and carry him to any
other perfon.

Is it ufual for fome of the free Natives of the country to con-
tinue on board the (hip during the whole or greateft part of the
time this Trade is carrying on ?

I believe, on an average, there are feldom lefs than fix free
People—ufually called Gold Takers—Natives and refident of A-
namaboe, who are conftantly on board the fhips.

If any Slave had Been kidnapped, or unfairly taken, would he
have an opportunity of making his complaint ?

He no doubt would ; and I am certain, having been 2 Member
of the Council myfelf, it would have come within the compals
of my knowledge if there ever had been fuch a pradice.

Do you then think that the practice of kidnapping prevails even
amongft the Natives themfelves?
I thould
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I thould with to fpeak with caution—I never heard of fuch a
thing exifting on the Coait, although it is poffible fuch a thing

may have been among the Natives—but I know of no fuch thing-

—and I never ‘heard of it.

If it hould happen, would it be punifhed in that country?

I fhould apprehend it would—I am fure it would on the Gold
Coatt.

Are the Natives themf{elves in poffeflion of any great quantity
of Slaves?

They are—f{ome more and fome lefs—according to the extent
and magnitude of their kingdoms or poffeffions.

Arc Slaves in that country confidered as a common medium
of traflick and merchandize ?
They are.

Arc there any diftin@ions 'among the Slaves which the inhabi-
tants poflefs, as to domeftic and other Slaves ?

I know but of two diftinGtions—one, thofe Slaves that they have
poffeffed by hereditary right; thefe I know cannot be fold unlefs
for fome crime, and then only by the general confent of the
other domeftic Slaves—the others, are thofe they have purchafed
themfelves, and whom, ‘without any interference of their domeftic
Slaves, they are at liberty to difpofe of whenever they pleafe.

Do you then mean to fay, that the diftinction between domeftic
and other Slaves does not relate to the fervice in which they are
employed, but to their having been inherited or purchafed ?

I mean to fay, that one being hereditary property, incorporated
with others of a fimilar defcription, are not difpofed of but by the
concurrence of the reft—that others, of the latter defcription, may
be fold without this Formj fubjet however to trial before the
Pynims and others.

If a free native of Africa has been convicted of any offence, in
avhat manner is he punithed?

It depends in a great meafure on the offence committed—I
have known a man, who was made a prifoner in Cape Coaft
Caltle, at the requeft of his Mafter, and who I believe had com-
mitted little or no fault, taken from thence by his Mafter, and
put to death in a very cruel manner ;—the Black’s name, very
well known to refidents, is John Quamina,

If
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If a fine is impofed on a man for an offence, is that fine to be

aid in Slaves, or is it impofed in a certain number of Slaves ?

I really cannot fpeak with any certainty, with refpeét to that—
the Blacks are fined among themfelyes, and the perfon againft
whom the fuit is inftituted (provided he is in the wrong) is ob-
liged to make good all expences attendant on it—fhould they not
be able to fettle this with gold, or any other article that might be
received I believe fome of his family or Slaves would be feized,
and made prifoners until he did it. =~

In. fuch cafe, can you fay whether the domeftic or hereditary
Slaves might be fo feized ?
I apprehend both the hereditary and purchafed Slaves.

When you fay that both the hereditary and purchafed Slaves
might be fofeized on—do you mean that fuch Slave might be
taken and fold for the debt or punifhment of his mafter ?

I do not appr€hend that the hereditary Slave is often fold—
there is a long procefs before that can be the cafe, and a man will
prefer oftentimes the feizing any of the perfon’s own family, rather
than his domeftic Slaves—but I thould conceive all are liable to the
debts he owes.

Is there a procefs by which every man’s domeftic Slaves may
be fold for the debt or punifhment of his mafter ?

No doubt 2 man who has Slaves, committing an offence, or
being involved in debt, makes his Slaves, or any other property
he has, liable thereto.

May a man, condemned to flavery, redeem him{lf by finding _
another Slave in his place?
In moft cafes he may—in one or twe particular cafes he cannot,

Mention thofe cafes? ;

In particular, if a man fhould conceive himfelf to be bewitched,
or, in other words, made fick by poilon, and he can fix it upon a
particular perfon, fo as to be afured that he had committed
the offence—he will then ell him, under a reftriion, to the perfon
to whom he fells him, that he fhall not be redeemed.

Do you mean to confine the fuppofed crime of Witcheraft
to the cafe in which a man may conceive himfelf to be made fick ?
or does it apply to other cafes, in which a man may conceive that
‘gither his perfon or his property has been injured by the exercifc
of fome fupernatural arts, by the perlon whom he accufes ?

Z z I have
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I have known an inftance very lately, in which a man" by the

name of Awifhee, a man of confiderable note, and one of the
beft traders refiding at Tantum, was faid to be bewitched—a day or

two after I heard this, I heard of his death ; and the perfon accufed,
with his family, who himfclf was a Pynim, or Head of the town,
had a formal trial—I faw the Pynims fit under the Palaver-tree
for that purpofe, and paffed them repeatedly—the refult of the
determination was, to fell the old Pynim, and drive all the reft
of the family out of the town; which they did—I converfed
with many of the Blacks who were at this trial, and who all
feemed thoroughly fenfible, that what was called Witcheraft, in this
particular inftance was really poifon—and they affirmed that
Awifhee was poifoned.—There was another inftance, of a fimilar
nature, with refpect to the Cabbofheer of Tantum, whilft I com-
manded there—he was taken fick in the morning, reported to
be bewitched ; but died, as I was informed by many of the Na-
tives, by poifon, before fix o'clock in the evening.

What was the mode of trial, in that cafe, of the offender, and
‘what the punifhment ?

The Cabbofheéer was a Mulatto man—he had been formerly a
Company’s foldier, but by hereditary right became Cabbotheer of
Tantum. He himfelf being a Mulatto, and not havinga very large
family, or people in power to make the enquiry (which would
have been done if he had been a Black man of any confidera-

‘ble note) the matter fell to the ground.

What is.a Cabbofheer ?
It is the name of office—the King—Head Man.

&

Are the trials for Witcheraft, in general, carried on in the
manner in which you defcribed the former trial, or in a more
private manner?

I never faw any but the one I inftanced; but I apprehend,
and believe, and think I have been informed, that any perfon
of any particular family, charged with this crime, is wied by
his own family, in conjun&ion with the hereditary Slaves, pro-
vided he is a Slave—if a Free man, by the Pynims or Heads of the
town.—But this is mere information.

Then you was never prefent but at one trial yourfelf?
I never was—nor was I prefent at that 1 have defcribed—

- T paffed through the town, and faw them fitting, and was informed

-by the Natives, as well as my own f{ervants, that it was on that
account.

IIs
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Is there any other crime, of which a perfon being convifted, and
condemned to Slavery, is not permitted to redeem himfelf by find-
ing another Slave in his room ? .

1 believe in cales of very ill behaviour, and of which a Slave has
been frequently conviéted, {0 as to become notorious, the perfon

who fells him will reftrain the purchafer from redeeming him.

In fuch cafe, is it exprefsly {tipulated, that fuch Slaves fhall be

carried away from the country ?
I have frequently experienced this to be the cafe.

In the crime of Adultery, is it ever ftipulated that the offender
{hall not be permitted to remain in the country ?
I have known it to be the cafe, and I have known it other-
wife,

For fuch crime, is a man ever punifhed by a fine of feveral
Slaves, in the cafc of his being wealthy ? or is the punifhment con-
fined to his own perfonal lofs of liberty ?

If 2 man is of any real confequence or confideration, they are
not contented to {eize him, but will take many Slaves; but if the
Slave of a great man, or Prince, fhould commit this crime with

his (the Prince’s) wives, I apprehend they would put him to
death.

Do you know whether the practice of Human Sacrifices prevails
in that country ?

I know it does.—At Appolonia, I have been informed by the
Governor himfelf, who was a very refpe@able man, that he has
feen perfons, altogether unacquainted with any intention of their
being to be put to death, feized in the market-place, by a rope
being thrown over their heads, and, after being dragged near
balf a mile, put to death in various manners.—I have heard him
fay, that fome have had fwords run crofs ways thro' them—
others their heads fawed off—this is @ common praflice, it has
been done even near Cape Coalt Caftle,—I afked Lim how many
he had feen fo [ucrificed—his an{wer was, That at the death of
.old Baw and Ammoneer, the two Cabbofheers, he believed that
near 300 had been put to death, in various manners.

I remember alfo at Cape Coaft, upon the death of the man I
mentioned, John Quamina, as he was a great man, a great Cab-
_bofheer, and lived near the Fort, the Governor, and the Whites
refident 1n the Fort, were fearful that fome would be facrificed.

His
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His family were therefore fent to, and teld, that in cafe they
had any fuch intention, the Fort, if it was done within reach
-of their Guns, would fire at the houfe; where he was fitting in
flate, powdered all over with Gold. I faw him, and heard the
meflage delivered to his family, and a promife on their parts
that none fhould be facrificed; notwithftanding which, a very
fine boy and girl were knocked on the head with an elephant’s
tooth—one was buried under his coffin, and the other on the
top of it.

Was the Governor of Appolonia, with whom you had this eon-
verfation, the prefent or late Governor ?

jonds b Neither—the Governor I allude to was Governor Dickfon,
: who is fince dead ; but I believe many in Africa, and in Europe,
P - Y -
Cﬁ’d know the circumftance to be as I have related it.

Does the practice of facrificing Slaves prevail, in'a greater or
lefs degree, on the death of all perfons of condition, in that coun-
try ?

yI believe it exifted formerly much more than it has latterly—I

5 have known two men lately—a month or two before I left the

{{iu-c, o Coaft, in January laft—men of note—one the King of Ackin—

_ the other was a Cabbolheer, not of {o great note, who died ;—but

I did not hear of any human facrifices on thole occafions.—1I be-

lieve they are indebted to the Whites, in a great meafure, for the

pradtice being lefs ; who take every opportunity of reprefenting to

them the inhumanity and abfurdity of fuch a proceeding.—What

I {peak to, hoewever, is with refpect to the places adjoining to the

Coaft—for in the interior parts of the country it certainly (as far
as 1 can judge from report) exifts in a very great degree.

potl

ﬂa.!dj- i

Have you feen what has become of Slaves which the Eliropeans
‘have refufed to purchafe?

I can fpeak as to one particular faét—from which I fhould
draw a natural conclufion—that if they are not faleable they are
put to death :—A woman was brought into Cape Coaft Caitle, to
be purchafed; who being very old, and very infirm, was rejeéted,
as well by the refidents, as by the fhipping, Dutch, and others—
after which, becaufe the Black trader would not be at the ex-
pence of her maintenance, he carried her into the Buth—a field
or kind of meadow which is everrun with weeds and bufhes, and
therefore called a .Bufh— where fhe was murthered, and after-
awvards found,

Can
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Can you then, from your experience and obfcrvations during
our refidence on the Coaft, form any judgment, whether the
purchafe of Slayes by the Europeans does, or docs not, contribute
. to preferving them from being facrificed, or otherwife put to
death ?
. I certainly do believe that it contributes much, nct only to
the fafety of the Slaves, as far as it rcgards life, but alfo to their
eafe and comfort; for in many cafes, and particularly at Tantum,
where I have had a number of Slaves in the Fort at one time, be-
tween 6o and 70, I have feen them infinitely happier, infinitely
more healthy, than when they were firft fold to me.—In proof of
this, notwithftanding I have bought numbers of Slaves, and have
had 60 or 70 in the Fort, and that for two or three months, I
never loft a Slave by mortality in my life.

What nation traded on the Coaft, during your refidence there,

befides the Englifh ?
Many—French, Dutch, Americans, Danes, and Portuguefe.

Has the trade of any of thofe nations, on that Coaft, particu-
larly increafed of late years ?

It moft afluredly has, particularly amorg the French and
Americans.

Do you know from what particular part of America they trade
to that Coaft ?
I believe principally from Bofton and Salem—Bofton in parti-

cular.

Have the French pufhed that trade more of late years, and
by what means ? f

They have ; and, contrary to the law of nations, put themfelves
into the pofleflion of a particular @ot, adjacent to Anamaboe;
and although, by the unhealthine(s cf the climate, they have lott
great numbers of people, they ftill perfevere in their determination
to keep poffeflion of the fpot, to replace the dead with others, fent
out frequently in their men of war.—I have feen two in a year
there—They alfo fend a great many more fhips than they former-
ly did—I mean on the Gold Coaft.

How many fhips had the French on that Coalt, during the laft
year of your refidence there ?

I cannot fpeak with any certainty to that—I was chiefly con-
fined to my Fort—had been exceedingly unwell during my twe

laft years refidence, fo had no connection with them.
a A Can
5
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Can you fay, whether any trade for Slaves is carried on to the
Eaftward of the Gold Coaft—the Eaftern part of Africa ?

No doubt of it—from Whydah—all along the Coaft—to Old
Calabar, and New Calabar.

Did the Englifh fhips, particularly, fail from the Coaft fecretly
in the night?

I do not know that they made a pra@ice of doing fo: it might
happen that one or two might get under way during a tornado,
at the end of it, becaufe it would give them a good offing,
as wekl as forward them in their paflage: but the general
cuftom of fhips departing from the Coaft is, to loofe the ftore-
top fail, hoift the enlign, and fire a2 gun—which they often repeat
for three, four, or five weeks—I have known it two months be-
fore they fail. This is done for the purpofe of informing the
natives that the fhip is going to fail, and that they muft come
on board and fettle any accounts they may have with the Capiain.
So that the ufual time of getting under way is generally with the
land wind, from two in the morning, as long as it fhall laft.

Whether are the (hips moft healthy which lie off the Coaft, ar
thofe which go up the rivers, and lie:nearer land ?

No doubt thofe which lie off the Coaft—they avoid the confe-
quences of the fogs.

Is it neceflary to go up therivers for Woods, the produce of the
country ?

I cannot {peak to that, I know nothing of that part of the Coaft
where they go for Woods—There are none on the Gold Coaft.

Are there many rivers on the Gold Coaft navigable for fhips ?

I know of none—I am fure there are none—There are two
rivers, Elmina and Shemar, but they would not admit a veffel of
fifty tons, or any thing Iikc.it,}o go into them.

Are thofe rivers in the hands of ‘the Englifh, or the Dutch?
Both in the hands of the Dutch.

Are there any rivers in which boats of any confiderable burthen
-could navigate ?

Not any, unlefs a boat under twenty tons—There is no naviga-
tion—fhe might go in, but would be very foon aground, if the
was to purfue her courfe.

Is
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Is there any way by which goods of bulk could be brought te
the Coaft by water from the inland country ?
I am fure there is no fuch navigation.

*Is there much land-carriage for bulky goods ?
Not any—I have feen a tooth of one hundred and feventy
- pounds weight only, that was obliged to be cut into three pieces,
for the purpofe of bringing it down.

Frqfn'svhat diftance ?
. I cannot fay. '

In what manner was it brought ?

I recolleé one piece—the fmalleft—was fmoother than the other
two, which led me to conceive, and from the appearance of a notch
or two having been made in order to fixa rope, that it had been
dragged down in part, and carried occafionally.

~Are there any landing-places on the Coaft ?
There are many, though very indifferent ones—fome exceeding
- bad indeed.

How many are there from whence heavy goods could fafely be
embarked on board fhip 2

I really know of none, that.I could juftifiably {2y, as they areall

exceeding bad at one time of the year or other.

-

What is the beft feafon of the year for landing or embarking

gooads ?

About Chriftmas— January or February—but I do not mean to
fay, that thofe are.certain .months—I have known the feafon ex-
ceeding bad in all thefe months, but it is the beft fealon of the

year.

How many miles of Coaft do you fpeak of, in which you fiy
that thereare no navigable rivers, and fuch bad landing-places ?
I {peak from Cape la Hou to the River Volga, or thereabouts.

How many miles of Coaft is that ?
I fhould fuppofe about four hundred and twenty, or four
+hundred and thirty miles.

Is there a heavy furf on that Coaft?
. A very heavy one,

3B Does
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. Does that furf render it more dangerous to carry goods off
the Coaft to the (hips, or to land goods from the fhips to the
Coaft ? :

I conceive it much fafer to land goods than to take them off;
although I have feen, even in landing fmall canoes, fifhing canoes
(which are much the fafeft)ten in a day everfet. '

During your refidence on the Coaft, did you know of any fhips
_trading there for other articles of commerce, and not for Slaves ?
No—1I believe I might inflance certain thips, which are fent for
Gold and Ivory, called *“ Iyory and Gold Ships;” but thele alfo
trade for Slaves.

- Ts any great quantity of Gold exported from that Coaft’?

I know of none, unlefs inithe cafz of a refident’s realizing—he,
lke myfelf, might bring fome away.—It is not an article of ex-
port—and the reafon is evident, becaufe Gold in that country is
worth four pounds flerling per ounce, and in this country is not
worth more than from three pounds cleven fhillings, to threc
pounds fourteen fhillings perounce, ‘

What quantity of Ivory is exported from that Coaft?

I cannot fay as to any fpeeific quantity—I have known a great
deal of Ivory fold to me, inene month, at Tantum, while I was
fecond—when I have not bought five teeth, the laft time ¥ was
there, during two years.

Is Ivory then an-uncertain produce ?

From what I have faid, and feen, I thould conceive it was, and
that there is not that quantity that there has formerly been, be-
caufe Tantum ufed to be a very good fort for ‘that particular ac-
ticle. -

Could Ivory be procured in fufficient quantities to be an ob~
je& of commerce, independant of the trade in Slaves ?

No—I fhould think the abolition of the Slave trade would
effettually deftroy the Ivory trade.

Why fo?

Becaule the native merchants, who bring it down, generally put
on the heads or fhoulders of the Slaves they bring down to fell,
fuch Teeth and Ivory as they may have ; whereas, fo (mall is their
profit on the article of Ivory, that it would not pay thcmﬂ for

Ahnewr
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their trouble—they would not think it worth their while to bring
it, unlefs they at _thc fame time brought with them Slaves.

Doss the country produce any other articles of commerce be-
fides Gold and Ivory, which you have mentioned ?

Not the Gold Coaft, at leaft of any value—There are fome few
Cloths, Mats, &c. but they are not purchafed as articles of
trade—I have feen a Cloth or two—The Cloths particularly are
the produce of Whydah, which is not properly the Gold Coatt.

What fort of Cloths are they ?

They are Cloths manufactured by them, with the threads that
they draw out of our Cloths, or fuch Cloths as are exported to
that country—Thefe are principally what they make their colours
with. In addition to this, fome do {pin Cotton, which they mix
along with it.

Do they make many Cotton Cloths, except for their own con-
fumption ?

I know of very few that are made at all—very few—and thofe
bear fo confiderable a price, being deemed a curiofity more than of
any real vfe, that fometimes a gentleman in the country will give
a very extraordinary price for one.

What do you call an extraordinary price ?
Two or three Slaves for a Cloth of four fathom by three fa-
thom, or thereabouts.

What do you call a fathom ?
Two yards.

Are thefe the kind of Cloths which the natives wear ?
No—by no means.

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were direfted to
withdraw.

To report a Progrefs, &c.
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 MINUTES of the EVIDENCE,
| Taken before ‘2 Committee of the
‘Whole Houfe, to whom it was

lectered o lcoplidechobdihe Slave
¥ W Tl

Witnefs examined,
: ’ﬁb HN FOUNTAIN, Efquire.
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Martis, 16° die Funii 1789.

LCOMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe, to confides -
further of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, com-
plained of in the feveral Petitions which were prefented
to the Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative
to the State of the African Slave Trade,

C Ounfel called in.

The Counfel for the Petitions from Livérpool proceeded in
itheir Evidence ; and

JOHN FOUNT AIN, Efquire, was again called in.

Will that part of the Coaft, which you are acquainted with,
produce any articles of commerce, which might be carried on with
advantage to this country, independent of the trade in Slaves ?

None that I know of.

Does it produce Corn in any confiderable quantity ?

It produces Corn by no means equal to the annual confump=
tion.

Does it produce Cotton in any confiderable quantity ?
None, T believe, except what is ufed to fpin to make wicks for

lamps ; and fome cloths they make at Whydah, but not on the
Gold Coait.

Has any attempt been ever made to extend the cultivation of
Cotton ?

I remember a fort of attempt being made near Cape Coaft, but
it failed of fuccefs, and the Blacks deftroyed in the night what
was done in the courfe of the day ;—the reafon they affigned was,
that they conceived it prejudicial to their provifion ground.

2 C Dees
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Does the country produce Rice in any quantity ?
Not in any quantity—fome is produced in Appolonia, and a
little to Windward of it, but I know of none to Leeward.

Does it produce any Dying Wood ?

Not any—to a certainty,

Does it produce any other articles befides thofe which have beea
‘enumerated ?
None that T know of.

‘Did you refide in that country during the laft war?
Yes.

Was the trade in Slaves interrupted during the war?
It certainly was, in a degree; nor were fo many Slaves brought
down during that period, as in general when there was no war.

Was there a lefs demand feor Slaves during the war, than there
had bzen in time of peace?

The demand was certainly not fo great, and confequently
“Slaves not {o dear.

During the war did you obferve that more Corn, Rice, or Cot-
“ton, were produced in Africa, than had been produced in the
‘time of peace? .

I cannot fay I perceived any material difference ;—indeed I was
rather out of the way, being confined, during the war, principally
at Tantum. '

Did you hear of any alteration being effected in the cultivation
of the country, in confequence of the war?

Not any.—The country, was in the fame ftate then as now,
and had been before for many years.

From your experienge and obfervation are you enabled to form
an opinion, whether the putting an end to the trade for Slaves
would materially zlter the ftate of cultivation of the country ?

1 do not believe that it would make any alteration.—The Blacks
are an indolent fet of people, and I belicve if it were not for the
Slave and Ivory trade, they would rather flarve than cultivate
any extenfive part of the country;—indeed, although they may
command great extent of land, you fcldom fee them cultivate
more than is abfolutely neceffary to fupport themfelves, family,
and dependants, from year to year. .

-Are
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Are there any articles manufactured in that country?
I know of none, except the Cloths and Mats I have before
defcribed. |

Do you apprehend that the abolition of the Slave Trade would
ancreafe thefe manufactures, or produce any new manufaGtures?
I am certain it would not.

Does the count-ry produce Iron ?
None that I know of.

Whence are they fupplied with Iron?

From Europe.

Do they manufalure that into any articles of ufe?

None—unlefs it is 2 kind of coarfe bill or hoe, which they
«cultivate their land with; but they are made in fo coarfe and
untempered a manner that they {cldom laft any length of time.

Are they fupplied with many articles of Iron from Europe ?

With a great many.—Knives, guns, and iron bars ready to
:manufacture into bills and hoes, and for iron bars for their win-
dows, and various other ufes.

If the Slave Trade with the Englith was to be put an end to,
.«can you fay what would become of thofe Slaves now fold to the
. Englith?

They would, no doubt, be fold to other nations, who fhew
-daily an eager defire, particularly the French lately, to partici-
pate of our trade.

Dufing the time of peace, has there always been 2 demand for
‘Slaves equal or {uperior to the fupply by the country?
There certainly has, more than equal to the {upply.

Do you think that the abolition of the trade would prevent 2
fingle man being made a Slave, who is now made fuch?
I do not think it would.

Do you think that ths abolition of the trade would prevent
any wars among the patives?

On the contrary, I fhould rather be difpofed to think that it
would occafion wars, becanfe thefe people who come under the
defcription of convicts, would be left in the country (I’uppoi"mgl

a tota
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a total abolition) to do continual mifchief, and oceafion ferments
among the natives, and confequently produce more wars.

Do yc;u think the abolition would be the means of faving the
lives of the natives in that country ? '

‘On the contrary, I am fure the total abolition of the trade by
all nations, would produce a feene of carnage from one end of
the coaft to the other.—I mentioned a circumftance yefterday, of
a man’s being taken out of Cape Coaft Caftle, by a Cabbotheer of a
more civilized difpofition than they generally are, whofe name
was John Quamina; and, notwithftanding the remonfirance of
fome gentlemen who partieularly knew his intention in taking
this man up for fome trifling offence he had committed, he car-
ried him up to his Croome or country houfe, and put him to
death 1n a very cruel manner. - iy

Do you think that a colony could be eftablifhed in that country,
with any probability of advantage?

There are many obftacles to fuch an attempt, and I really do
not believe it would be practicable, at leaft until the country was
conquered; and to do this would produce the lofs of lives to
many thoufands ; becaufe the country is overrun with underwood,
very thick, and the natives, unlefs upon the fea-coaft, difpofed
to be very hoftile to us.

During your refidence there, 'did you obferve any inftance of
cruelty exercifed by the Englifl towards the Slaves they had pur-
chafed ? _

On the contrary, I have feen great marks of humapity ob-
ferved towards them ; and in ficknels, I have known them at-
tended on, particularly in the might, at feveral different hours,
when they have been ill of the Flux particularly.

Do you know whether the crews of feamen on board the Slave
Ships are treated with any particular cruelty or feverity ?

I have never feen any particular marks of cruelty towards
them—but, as the country is not {o healthy as other parts, they
may poflibly experience inconvenience from the feverity of the
climate, common to every European who goes to that country ?

Would that incenvenience from the feverity of the climate af-
fe@ the crews of other fhips, who fhould trade on that coaft for
other commodities, as well as the crews of the thips trading for
Slaves ?

Equally the fame,

Would
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Whoould the inconvenience, from the feverity of the climate, af-
fe€t any colonies of Englithmen who fhould be planted there ?

No doubt it would, in the ftate in which the Coaftis at pre-
fent—I remember, a few years back, a feafon produced great mor-
tality at the Danifh Fort at Accra—the Governor, Vice-prefident,
and feven or eight other officers, together with 100 foldiers, fell a
facrifice to a raging fever in the courfe of one month, and this on

the f{ea-coaft.

In what fhip did you go from England to Africa, in your firft
voyage ? :

I went, in March 1778, in the Symend, Captain Mackinto(h,
who has been examined here—I returned home in 1783, at the
requifition of Lord North, to England, being at that time Com-
miffary to the King’s troops—in the latter end of 1784, and the
beginning of 1785, I went out again to the Coaft of Africa—in
September 1785 I returned home in a Shve fhip, by the way of

Barbadoes.

How many times then have you gone from England to Africa,
and how often from Africa to the Weft Indies, in the courle of

your life ?
I have been three voyages from England to Africa, and two from

Africa to England, by the way of the Weft Indies.

In the courfe of your voyages from England to Africa, did you
obferve any cruelty orill-treatment exercifed by the Captains to-
wards the crew under their command ? _

I did not—I never faw people happier than they were on
board. '

In the firft voyage you made from Africa to the Weft Indies,
what number of Slaves were on board ?
I have faid about 300—more or lefs.

What was the name of the fhip ?
The Iris.

How were thofe Slaves treated during the middle paffage ?

Exceedingly well indeed—we loft but one,—And as for amufe-
ment (I was frequently on the main deck with them) I had an
opportunity to fee that they were perfettly fatisfied, and at all
times very chearful,
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‘During that voyage were the Slaves often upon deck, and how
oftzn ?

We had a paffage, to the beft of my recolleétion, of fix ‘wegks
and two days; and I believe that there were not above two days,
in the whole of ‘that paffage, that the Slaves were not upon
deck. ' :

Were they fufficiently {upplied, during the voyage, with pro-
vifion and water ? ;

With great plenty of both.—T fhould conceive it for the in-
terelt of the Owner and Captain to feed them well, becaufe if
they are not kept in heart'and good fpirits it is odds but they
ficken and die: and although the veffel ftayed near 24 hours at
Barbadoes, before fhe proceeded to Jamaica, the had plenty of
water and provifions to carry her down, nor did fhe take any of
either on board at Barbadoes, :

Does the profit of the Captain and Surgeon of the fhip depend
on the health of the cargo of Slaves ?—how was it before the late
regulations ?

The Captain would be benefited by the numbers which he
landed, and a total lofs (as far as I have underftood by Captains)
of his 6 per cent. on fuch as died.

At what ifland was the cargo of Slaves, carried in the Iris,
landed © : '
Jamaica, and configned to Copple and Golding.

Were the Slaves well treated, after their arrival at Jamaica, on
board that thip, and before they were landed ?

I left the fhip at Barbadoes ; I have heard from the Captain re-
peatedly, that he did not lofe a fingle Slave going from Barba-
does to Jamaica.

On board what fhip did you make your fecond vloyage from
Africa to the Weft Indies? :
The Friendfhip, laft 3oth of January.

Who was Captain ?
Edward Lamb—Mafter.

How many Slaves had he on board ? -
We had but few; the was not a Slave fhip, but a ftore fhipc;[
an
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and in her paflage to the Weft Indies would have carried Slayes,
as fhe did a few, upon freight. B

Was that (hip better, or worfe, calculated for the conveyane¢ of
2 number of Slaves than the common $Slave fhips?

In my opinion, much worfe, though fhe was a large thip.—The
coamings of her hatches were very low—had we met with any
rough weather there fhe would have fhipped water, which would
have gone down into the men's room—befides which, the had not
the conveniences, fuch as drying pans to dry the men’s rooms
after they were wathed, fo as to make them equally comfortable
with a regular Slave fhip.

Was the furnithed with gratings and air ports, like a regular
Slave fhip ? :

She was not, being a ftationed (hipat Lucea in Jamaica—I mean
that fhe was a regular Weft Indiaman.

How were the Slaves treated on board that fhip during the
voyage ?

‘Theywere treated exceedingly well—we loft none ;—but I (hould
apprehend, that if any of them had been in a fickly ftate when re-
ceived on board, they would not have been fo fkilfully treated as
in a regular Guineaman.

How many Slaves died during that voyage?
Not one—nor indeed any perfon belonging to the fhip.

Where was that cargo landed ?

In Jamaica—to the beft of my belief—I quitted the fhip at
Barbadoes.

Was there any mortality among the cargo after their arrival
at Jamaica, and before they were landed ?

I cannot fay what happened after 1 left the veffel at Barbadoes
—they were in perfect health when the fhip left Barbadoes.

Did you ever hear of any mortality amongft them after you
left them ?

None—I never heard of any.

Had you any intereft yourfelf in the Slaves on board this
'ﬂlip ?

I had not a fingle Slave in her, nor have I any connedion
whatever with the concern.

Haye



(2% ]

Have you refided at all in the Weft Indies ?
I have, for upwards of four years.

In what part? :
In the parifh of Hanover, in Jamaica. '

Do you know of any means ufed by the Captain or Surgeon,
after a Slave fhip’s arrival, to repel any diforders with which the
Slaves may be affetted, whereby their health may be injured ?

I cannot fay I have known any {uch practice to take place

with refpect to the Slaves.

During what years did you refide in Jamaica ?
I believe from the latter end of 1769, or commencement of

17705 to the year . 1774.

During your refidence there, .did you know of any particular
mortality taking place among the Slaves on board Slave fhips, after
their arrival off the ifland, and before the landing of the Slaves ?

No—I never faw any thing of the fort. I have been on beard
of two or three Slave fhips in theifland—their cargoes were healthy,
and I believe few of the two in particular I allude to—the War-
wick Caftle was one—I forget the name of the other—were in a
very difeafed ftate when they were fold—I mean very few indeed,

-out of a very large cargo—the Warwick Caftle had soo nearly.

Are you then enabled, from your refidence on the Coaft of
Africa, and from your refidence in the Weift Indics, to form a
judgment what would be the probable effe@ of an abolition of
the Slave TFrade by this country, both in the Weft Indies and the

Coaft of Africa?
On the Coaft of Africa, I am convinced that it would tend to

the deftruétion of many lives—in the Weft Indies, the deftruction
of the Britifh Colonies.

Examined by Members of the Committee.

What was the tonnage of the Iris, and the name of the Cap-

tain !
I cannot fpeak corre@ to the tonnage, but I think about 220
or 230—the name of the Captain was Mafon.—This was in

1785.

What svas the fize of the Symond ?
I cannet
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I cannot fpeak to that—it was confiderably larger, being a
three-decker.

What was the number of Slaves on board the Symond ?
I came a paflenger from England in her, but was never on
board, when fhe had any Slaves,

Is there any thing peculiar in the conftitution and government
of Appolonia?

There certainly is—The King is defpotic, and by his own fingle
authority has, and daily does take away the lives of many.

What is the extent of that diftriét?
I cannot fpeak to the breadth, but as to the length of Ap-
polonia, from Axim, it is about 25 or 3o miles, more or lefs—

Coaftwife.

Had the Slave of Quamina,, who was put to death by his mafer,
been previoufly convicted by a legal procefs?

I thould apprehend, that as Quamina fent in his domeftic Slaves
in a public manner to demand him of the Governor of Cape Coaft
(without whofe permiffion ne Slave once brought into the Fort
can pafs the gates) the prifoner would, no doubt, before execu-
tion, have received the form of trial.

Was not Quamina a man of very great influence and autherity
in that country ?

He certainly had great authority—although I have known him
frequently overawed and intimidated by the reigning ng and
Captain of the Town.

Was the number of Slaves, taken off the Coaft during the war,
greater, or lefs, than is ufual in time of peace ?

I cannot anfwer that queftion, being confined at Tantum prin-
cipally during the war.

Did you export as many, during the war?

I bought more than I have ever done fince—but the reafon
was obvious—Cape Coaft had been engaged in war with the
Fort of Elmina, with the Dutch—The Fort of Mouree, belong-
ing to the Dutch, had been taken by the Englith—The Fort
nf Anamaboe, and Cormartin, one belonging to the Englifh
and the other to the Dutch, were involved alfo in a flate of
war—The Fort of Accra Créve Coeur, belonging to the Dutch,
was engaged in a war with James Fort, ocur Fort at Accra.—
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—Hence. it was, that on thefe accounts the matives were gffaiq
to bring down their Slaves to thefe places, which were in a ftate

of warfare—and therefore chofe to bring them to Tantum, where
they could not be molefted.

Do you believe there are fewer facrifices of late years than for-
merly, through the extent of the Coaft, according to the beft of
your information ?

I fpoke particularly the other evening, I believe it was yefter-

o thpwet  day, with refpect to Appolonia —The prefent King of Appolonia

(Quathee) who fucceeded the two that I mentioned yefterday, is

4l boreen Ml alive.—I know not whether the number would be equally

e great at his death, as were at the deaths of either of the two pre-
decefors I have named.

The queftion was, throughout the whole extent of the Coaft, ac~
cording to your information, and was not confined to Appolonia ?
© I believe it exifts in the fame degree a few miles from the
Coaft.—Nearer to our Forts, I fhould conceive that there were not
fo many as had been formerly—as I believe the Blacks were aware
that the Chiefs of Forts would fire in the middle of a croud that
were making fuch a facrifice. e

By what motives are the natives induced to make thefe facri-
fices, and of what defcription are the victims commonly?

I believe they have many motives for it—the principal one is,
that their friends and relations may reft quiet in their graves—the
fecond is, that they deem it neceflary he fhould be properly at-
tended—hence it is, that they generally fucrifice hisKey-bearer, or
Accraw, as they call it ; and commonly provide him alfo with his
head wench, by putting her to death. .

Have not perfons of confequence a confiderable number of
Slaves, in that country ?

I beg leave to remark, on thepreceding queftion, that I do not
mean to confine mylelf to thefe two or three particular perfons,
who are {acrificed to great men; for I have been in, and feen tombs
and burial-places paved with feulls of people, that had been made
facrifices.

Queftion now repeated.
Have not perfons of confequence often aconfiderable number of
Slaves belonging to them ?

No doubt they have—it depends on their quality and property.
In
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In what fervices atre thefe Slaves emp]oyed?

Many are in a {tate of idlenefs from ‘year's end to year's end;
whilft their wenches or wives provide them with water, and every
thing neceflury for their fubfiftence.

~ Would not thefe Slaves be liable to punifiment, if they fhould
difobey their mafters commands ? _

It would depend in great meafure on the matore of the com-
mand—maflers (even the King himfelf of Cape Coaft) are in the
habit of fuch familiarity with their Slaves, that unlefs it was
really a capital fault, I do not apprehend a Slave would receive
any punifhment,

If a Slave were obftinately to refafe to obey his mafter, could
not his mafter compel him to obedience, if the mafter withed it ?
No doubt of it—he might punith him,

Whence are the Natives of that part of the Country fupplied
with provifions ?

Along the Coaft, it 1s the praice of the natives to plant annu-
ally as much as for the year may ferve themfelves, their families,
and dependants—but I have feen many inftances which -clearly

rove to me, that they have liftle or no furplus—I have myfelf
offered thirty-five or forty fhillings for a cheft of Corn, which is
fifteen fhillings more than the ufual price given for Corn, and I
could not obtain it—but this I attribute to the indolence of the

Natives.

Is your anfwer, refpeing the Coaft, applicable to the whole ex-
tent of the Coaft ?

As far as I have feen, which is as far as Accra, at which place
in particular (although it is a prodigious large diftrict of country)
they plant little or no Corn, and are obliged to be fupplied by
their neighbours—this, during my refidence at Accra—I have feen
prodigious great want among(t them.

Is it a confiderable quantity that they are obliged to bring from

their neighbours ?
As much as is neceffary, with fome other provifions which they

plant, for their fubfiftence.

From what diftance is this fupply of Corn brought ?

I believe from as far as from Cape Coaft to Accra, and all the
way down.
inad
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Do you mean that this Corn is the produce of Cape Coaft?
I mean that it is the produce of Cape Coaft, Tantum, Anama-
‘boe, &c. fome more, fome lefs.

What was given in exchange for this Corn ?

Sometimes they will take cloth—part liquor and brandy—but
this is only when Corn is plenty;—when it is fcarce, they will
fcarcely take any thing elfe than gold-duft for it.

How do the perfons in queftion become pofieffed of this cloth,
or liquor, or gold-duft?

I apprehend this queftion refers to the Blacks—the anfwer I
gave referred to the purchafes of the Whites.—I believe the anfwer
may alfo in fome degree extend to the Blacks, the natives of Ac-
cra—who give fome cloth and fome gold, together with a fith,
which theycall Aporge, and which s a great article of trade, as well
as fubfiftence, among the Accras.

With what is the bulk of the fupply of their provifions pur-
chafed by the natives ?

In moft cafes, I believe, with the articles I have mentioned—
I know of no other articles that they have to give in exchange.—
Indeed Accra is not a country of Gold—what they thercfore pafs,
1s acquired by them in trade from other nations.

With what then do the natives purchafe thefe commoditics,
which they exchange for provifions, as you have ftated before ?

With Slaves and Ivory ;—principally Ivory—for there is more
fold in that country, than in any other part of the Coalft.

Whether any part of the provifions is brought from the inte-
rior part of the country—and if it is, from what diftance ?

I (hould fuppofe there isa great deal brought from the interior
part of the country—becaufe I have already faid, that the natives
adjacent to the forts are too indolent to plant more than is necef-
fary for their own confum ption.

Have you known any more trials for Witcheraft, than the two
vou mentioned before ?
" I have not—though I know there are fuch exifting every day
amongft the Blacks; but, as 1 have already obferved, 1 am con-
vinced that the word ¢« Witcheraft,” amongft the Blacks, means
Jiteraly, ¢ Poifon.”

By




i 288 ]

By ¢ every day,” you mean very frequently ?
Yes.

Are the trials public?

I cannot fay—if I fhould judge from what I have feen and
deferibed, I fhould be led to think that they were public, al-
though the Whites may not have frequent opportunities of fee-
ing them.

What circumftances would deprive the Whites of the oppor-
tunity of feeing them, if they were frequent?

I never heard it was cuftomary for the Whites ever to intro-
duce themfelves at fuch trials, or indeed atany others, among the
Blacks ; although, in returning from our walks, we frequently fee
the Pynims, and Heads of the town, feated in the public Palaver
Place, and on enquiry, 2 White may be informed of the nature of
the offence which is brought before them.

Do not you think, that there is a peculiar mode of trial in the
cafe of what is called ¢ Witchcraft?”
I thould really think not, from what I have feen.

Have you not known many inftances of trials for various other
offences, during your refidence in that country?

No doubt I have—I have had people, convicted of faults before
the Blacks tribunal, brought into Tantum Fort, and, at the requi-
fition of the perfons who brought them in, they were detained un-
til the Palaver was fettled ‘in fome way or other.,

What do you apprehend is the total number of delinquents ex-
ported from that Coaft?
. It is impoffible for me to fay.

Have you not heard it ftated, however erroneoufly, that trials
for Witchcraft are often conducied in a different manner from
other trials ?

I have, no doubt, and that very rccently; but I believe it was from
people who have not feen the circumftanceg I have related, with
refpect to the death of Awilhee, at Tantum.

Is the circumftance of Awifthee's cafe the only ground of your

opinion refpecing the mode of trial for Witcheraft ?
That, and the univerfal voice of the people charging a whole
family of note and diftinétion with Witcheratt, and felling 2 Pynim
3 B whe
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who had been the principal, are the reafons which induced me to
believe as I have defcribed.

Whether the rank and confequence of the convi&, in this in-
ftance, might not have been the occafion of his having had a pub-
lic trial, though not always had in the cafe of perfons of inferior
condition?

I fhiould apprehend nof, Awifhee being inferior—he was a
trader, buta man of no greatnote—not equal in rank to Coguanza
the Pynim, who was fold for the offence.

Is not the whole familyof a perfon, convi@ed for Witchcraft,
fold? '

In general, I believe, they are=but in this ‘inftance they were
not;—the Tantum people contented themfelves with felling the old
Pynim, and driving the reftef his family from amongft them, out
of the town.

What is done with the price for which the family is fold, on
occalion of thefe common convictions for Witcheraft ? :

In general, the price is applied to the injured family, {ubject
however to fome expences on account of the trial.—I know this to
be the cafe in this inftance, and I believe it to be fo in general.

Is it the cafe in convictionsfer other offences?
I believe it is—I know itisin regard to theft.

Are {light thefts punifhed with the lofs of liberty?

Among the Blacks I belieye it is in fome degree cuftomary for
them to require mere in point of value than what is taken ; but
in regard to the theft of gold, and fome other articles, the perfon
committing the theft is fold.—In other cafes they may be fatisfied
with a compenfation—as for ftealing of brandy, and fuch things.

What is the general temper and difpofition of the natives of
that country ?

From what I have feen of them, I fhould judge them to be
a very quarrelfome, turbulent, and ungrateful people—forgetful
of obligation, be it of ever fo great benefit to themfelves or fami-
lies.

If a thip were on the point of departure from the Coaft, and the
Black Broker were to bring off one or more Slaves, offering them
for fale, would the Captain, if he had fufficient goods left to buy
them, refufe to make the purchafe?

He
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‘He certdinly would not—but I fpeak prior to the prefent re-
‘ftrictions.

Would the Captain have afked any queftions of fuch Broker, re-
fpe@ing the mode in which he acquired fuch Slaves ?

That is a queftion which is neyer afked; becaufe the native
himfelf is well aware, if he comes by a Slave illegally, he is liable
to be feverely punithed—he himfelf and his whole family would
be fold for Slaves for fuch an offence,

Why are the Free natives called Gold-takers ?

Tt is another name for trading men—however they do take
gold, and are employed in the purchafe of every Slave that is
brought on board—they, therefore, fpeaking the language, in ge-
neral, which is fpoken even by Slaves themf{elves, after they have
been a little time among the Fantees, would certainly learn from
thofe Slaves if they had been captured or kidnapped by the per«
fons who brought them for fale.

Are Slaves ever redeemed out of the fhips ?
They are frequently—provided their offences are not fo great as
to render it inadmiffible or improper.

By what means are they redeemed ?
By being replaced with another Slave,

At whofe requeft are they redeemed—at their own, or at that
of their families ?

At the requeft of their family, who are interefted in their be-
half—this moft commonly takes place, however, in the cafe of
Adultery, provided it is not a great man’s wife with whom the
offender has been conneéted.

Is any crime, excepting Witchcraft, in the principal, punifhed
with death ? j

In general, T fhould fuppofe none—in fome particular cafes,
where a domeftic Slive has rendered himfelf obnoxious to the reft
of his fraternity, he may be put to death, as in the particular cafe
which I have adverted to, of the Slave taken out of Cape Coaft
Caftle.

Are domettic Slaves fold from one family to another, 2among the
. natives, unlefs for crimes?
It is not a cuftomary pra&tice—they muft be guilty of fome of-
fence, and that rather capital than otherwife, ;
n
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In what manner are the domeftic Slaves, ufually treated, in the
families to which they belong ?

Not conceiving themfelves altogether in the ftate of flavery,
but rather as the attendants on the great men whom they ferve,
they lead an indolent life, and are generally employed in making
Cuftom, that is, perferming funeral ceremonies for the dead ; or
in diverfions, or in gaming.

Do you apprehend that the pra@ice of offering human facri-
fices has at all diminifhed, out of the reach of the guns of the
Fort?

No, I apprehend that they pra@ife the fame cuftom, in that re-
{pe&, as they did a century paff,

You are defired to fay, whether you apprehend that the praétice
of making human facrifices hasat all diminithed in extent, among
thofe natives who have frequent intercourfe with Euaropeans, but
who live out of the a¢tual reach of the guns of the Fort?

Not any difference at all—there are full as many human facri-
fices, at fome diftance from a Fort, as there ever were,

Do not the natives of the Gold Coaft, whether Freemen or do-
meflic Slaves, confider it as a heavy punifhment to be fold to the
Europeans ? 3

Dometftic Slaves, no doubt;conceive it fuch—particularly fich
as have been refident near the Forts, and in the habit of coming
backward and forward to them; but for Slaves that are brought
down from the interior parts of the country, I am confident, from
their own affertions, as well as by their general appearance, that
they rejoice, and do not lament, in the change of mafters.—I have
{een them in a ftate in which nene, but he who knew a Slave per-
fectly, would have ventured to have bought them—they are in ge-
neral very poor in flefh, with great eruptions all over their fkin,
very [crophulous, and have frequently, when fold to us, very bad
ulcers—In this ftate we purchafe them.—When we fell them again
to the Captdin, they are {leck and fat frequently, and in much bet-
ter health than when we receive them—this I {peak of in general:
in other cafes they are fold to us in better health.—1I have bought
many of them in the defcription I have given of them—I bave
{een them alfo very low and dejeéted, when brought into the Fort
to be fold to us, and I have feen the fame Slaves very chearful
half an hour after they have been bought, and I have bsen entreat-
ed by feveral of them to buy them.—I fhould 1‘L1ppoi’e Freemen,
coming under the defcription of being fold as Slaves for crimes,
being fenfible that they have deferved it, may lament and be

forry



I 19zl

forry for their fituation—The Freemen do certainly confider this
as a heavy punifhment, but, confcious that they have deferved it,
they feldom or never complained, becaufe they well know, that if
their crimes are atrocious, that inftead of being fold they might
have been put to death. -

Have you not ftated, that perfons guilty of very fmall thefts
are generally fold for Slaves ?

I have faid, that in fome cafes, if the crime is not of great
magnitude, the offence may be compromifed, but in the cafe of
Theft, Adultery, and Witchcraft, theyare very feldom compromifed
—they never are.

If Theft, Adultery, and Witchcraft, are not compromifed, what
are the defeription of crimes which are?

The petty offences I fpeak of, are what I have mentioned be-
fore, ftealing of brandy, or a fingle clath, or any trivial offence
of that fort—going into his houfe, making a riot, taking an ear
of corn, ftealing his brafs pan, or any thing of that fort.

Have you never heard, that, on the Gold Coaft, the (malleft thefts
are punifhed with flavery?
I know to the contrary.

Have you never heard that a man who fhould fteal an ear of
corn would be fold for a Slave ?

Such things I believe do exift, and have been—but I know
-other inftances, particularly one, of a man who ftole that precife
article—he was taken, and a Slave demanded of his mafter for
him ; but the affair was compromifed for an ounce of gold and fome
liquer.

Do youapprehend that the man who fhould have been condemn-
ed to flavery for having ftolen an ear of corn, would be fatisfied
with the juftice of his fentence ?

No doubt he would—becaufe he knows the laws of the Blacks
are to that effe@, if the perfon from whom he has ftolen chufes ,
to be fevere ; for it lies intirely in his breaft.

Are not the Slaves in fome manner confined, when taken from
the (hore, on board the fhips ?

It depends upon what nations they areof.—Duncoes are never put
in irons—they fupply a great number of the Slaves.—The Fantees
are always putin irons—the Afhantees and other nations as it may
be neceffary, and according to the offence they have committed.

1 G Do
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Do you know whether the Slaves, when taken on board the vefl=
fels, are not kept in irons during their ftay on the Coaft?
I believe in general they are; although, on board the fhips I have

‘occafionally been in, I have {een many of them out of irons,—The

women and boys are never 111 irons,

Is it a common thing for the men to be out of irons?
It is by no means a common thing.

Is it not ufual to have a netting round the gunnel of the flave
thips?

In the two fhips that I wentoff in, and in many others I have
been on board previous to their failing, after the cargo is complete;
I never faw any netting above the railing.

Is it not ufual to have fuch netting?

it depends on the manner the fhips are built.—If the rails are
high, there is no oceafion for it;—and [ believe, where, in any
particular cafe, they are made ufe of, it is to prevent the Slaves,

“from any accident, falling overboard, and perhaps to cut off

all communication between the Slaves and the Annamaboe trader,
who, for the purpofe of re-felling them, might excite them to.cat
off the veilel.

Can you {peak to the proportion which the Slaves of the Fan=
tee nations, which are fold off the Coaft, bear to all the others?

I really cannot—it would be a very difficult thing, even to
guefs at. :

If the Slaves from the interior country, which are the largeft

_proportion, appear glad to exchange their black mafters for white

ones, for what pupofe are they confined in irons ?

Certainly, for the purpofe of keeping them from any connec-
tion with people living under or dependent on the Forts, who are
very great rogues, and might excite them to run away—in other
refpets they are never locked up, but are allowed to amufe
themfelves in any way they pleafe about the Fort, except at .

-night.

On board the fthips, why are they kept.in irons ?

For the better fecurity of them, left they fhould be induced,
from a communication with the canoe men, and ftragglers of va-
rious defcriptiors, to cut off the fhip or jump overboard, which
they would never have thought of themfelyes.

When
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When the war prevented the demand for Slaves on the Coaft,
was there any increafed demand for the production of the coun-
try ?

yThcra was always a demand for more Slaves than could be fur-
nifhed, in my remembrance of the Coaft—if that was not the
cafe, the fhipping would not be under the neceffity of bring-
ing out with them a confiderable quantity of provifion for the
.middle paffage. '

Woas there any increafed demand at that time, for the produc-
tion of the country, during the war, when there were fewer Slave
thips ?

I cannot fay there was any increaled demand, unlefs it might
be by fome of His Majefty’s fhips-that came there, which might
increafe the demand in fome degree.

During the whole time of the war, when there were very few
Slave fhips on the Coaft, was there, during that period, a greater
demand for the production of the country than during other
years, ‘when the Slave trade was carried on to its greateft ex-
tent ? ,

I really am not competent to anfwer that queftion—At fome
particular times there was, when 220 and odd troops were fed
wholly on corn and fith, and alfo when 1,000 or I,500 Blacks,
engaged on our fide againft the Dutch, were maintained by us with
this article of Corn.

Do you recolle@ for how long a period this extraordinary de-
mand continued ?

For two or three months, I fuppofe, and afterwards; for the con-
fumption of that corn might laft longer.—I never knew corn very
plenty—mere plenty than could be made ufe of; nor have I ever
bought any for lefs than twenty-five (hillings (fometimes thirty=
five fhillings) for 55 gallons, which is thought a great price.

Do you recollet how.long the Slave trade fuffered interruption
by the war?

I can't fay it fuffered at all by the war, at Tantum. I pur-
.chafed more flaves during the war than Lhave ever done fince.

Have you been ever far up any of therivers on the Gold Coaft?
I know of no rivers on the Gold Coaft that go into the interior
parts of the country. ‘There isa large river called Elmina River,
and another called Shamar River; but I believe when you go any
-diftance, a couple of miles, it will be found to be a narrow gui

Q@r
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of water—not a navigable river by any means ;—and even thefe
rivers are not without danger—the river Elmina has a bar fome-
times impaffable.

When you fay not navigable, do you mean not navigable for
‘canoes ?

I mean not even navigable for a three-hand canoe at any diftance.

Was you ever any diftance up thofe rivers, or on the banks, or
from what information do you make that affertion ?

I have {een the river Elmina dry twenty yards from the draw-
bridge.

How are the natives from the interior country paid for the Slaves
and Ivory they bring down from thence?

In various articles,.—In cloth—in liquor—guns—powder—gold
—brafs pans—and pewter.—Of pewter and brafs they are exceed-
ingly fond, and will take a very large proportion. -

Do they not alfo receive bar iron, or manufactured, in pay-
‘ment ?

I have feldom known a trader take more than ore iron bar, and
lately I have known them to reject it altogether. Forithefe laft two
years, it has not been in wvery great demand from Cape Coaft to
Tantum, and, as a proof of this, it has been cuftomary to pay iron
for provifions, wherever weeould prevail on the Blacks to take it,

In what manner are the commodities you have {pecified, which
the natives take in exchange for Slaves, conveyed up the country ?
Upon people’s heads, made up in {mall bundles.

Why do the Governors of the Forts endeavour ‘to prevent hu-
man facrifices ?

Becaufe, poflefling the feeling of men, they cannot but con-
demn fuch practices.

Do the Europeans frequently refufe to buy Slaves on account
of fmall defeéts? i

The lofs of a tooth would make a Slave objeétionable, as a prime
Slave, but he would not be refufed for that defe&;—and alfo a
blemifh in his eye, tho' he might not be blind ; the lofs of a toe
or finger, tho” he might not be lame, and have the ufe of his hand,
awould prevent his being a prime Slave; but he would not be re-
fufed for any of thofe defedts, altho’ the price would not be the
fame given for him as if he was a prime Slave.

Then
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Then it does.not frequently happen that Earopeans will r-fufe
to buy one Slave in a lot of feveral, on account of fmall def-&s,
fuch as the lofs of atooth, or a fpeck in his eye, if he be other~
wife ftrong and fit for labour?

No—I thick not,

Can you fay, that the number of Negroes in the Weft India
iflands would certainly decreale annually, if they had not frefh
fupplies ?

I fhould conceive they would decreafe as well from age as mor-
tality.

Did you not fay, that Negroes, when taken on board fhip on the
Coaft, are frequently fettered and handcuffed, on their tranfit
from the fhore to the fhip ?

They have fometimes an iron on their legs, or, if they have not
that, they have a log on their hands, to prevent them running
away ; from which however they are releafed, as foon as they ire
purchafed, provided they are not Fantees, of infamous characters ;
becdufe there are fometimes fome waterfide people fold of this de-
feription, whom it is neceffary to fecure in this manner, I con-
ceive, for the prefervation of the reft.

Are other fetters put on when they come on board ?
In general they are.

What is the nature of the amufements of the Negroes on board
the fhip ?

I believe I have mentioned before particularly what thofe amufe-
ments are.,

What did you mean by the words, < that fituation,” when
you faid, that Negroes not well fed on board fhip, ¢ in that fi-
“¢ tuation,” pine away and die ?

I meant their ftate of flavery—having none to feed them but
the Captain. B

Did you ever hear or know of Africa trading fhips carrying off

Free Negroes againft their inclination 2
Inever heard of any {uch a thing in my life—I however do know,
that fome time ago a man by the name of Griliths did, from St.
Andrews or fome part to Windward, take off two people, which
were intrufted to his care, whom he never brought again to their
place of refidence when he returned—he reported to the Blacks,
however, that either one or both had died of the (mall-pox ; but
3 H they
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“they not being fatisfied with this anfier, abfolutely put Griffiths
“to death—I alfo know, that, on account of thefe two men not be-
ing ‘produced, and Griffiths having a very bad chara@er, the act
was feverely reprobated by the Governor and Council, and refi-
dents on the Coaft, who wrote home about it.—This is the only
inftance I ever heard of.

In what ‘year, fince 1780, have you refided at Cape Coaft?
In 1781, 1782, part of 1785, and from July 1787 to 3oth Ja-
‘nuary 1789.

In what manner are the Negroes compelled to fhew that they
‘have'no defe@s in their legs and arms, when they are purchafed ?

{ know of none, but {tamping their foot boldly on the ground
and ftretching out their arms,

. Are they not examined as a horfe is in this country ?

I certainly fhould look to a Negro’s eyes, to fee whether he
was blind, as I fhould to a horfe in this country, if I was about
to purchafe him, and alfo to his limbs.— The blacks are very cun-
ning, and commit various frauds in their trade with the Euro-
peans—for inftance, I have known a man brought in for fale, on
a very wet day, when he with propriety might be conceived to
have travelled a great way, and part of his legs and feet covered
with mud—this was done to hide the leprofy, which had made
the bottoms of “his legs and feet perfectly white—the Slave was
accordingly purchafed; but when he came to wath himfelf, the
next morning, and appear before the Chief, this great defedt,
which rendered him unfaleable, made its appearance.—So that it
is neceffary to examine when we purchafe.

Are you acquainted with the Gold Mines, which are faid to be
on the Gold Coaft?

I am not—I know of no fuch mines :—that there are fome T
am certain, in the interior part of the country—as we receive
gold—but I know of none.

Have not you heard that gold is procured in two different
modes, in Africa ?
Yes—by wathing, and digging.

Is not the gold procured by digging, procured, according to
the beft information, by great labour—does it lie deep, or near*
the furface ?

From the eftimation in which gold is held by the natives, I

' {hould
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fhould fuppofe that they did not make ufe of great labour of
obtain it—otherwife, I fhould apprehend, there would be larger
quantities of it.

Do not you think then that it would rife in its value in pro-
portion as the labour to. obtain it was greater rather than
lefs ?

From what I have gathered from the Blacks on this queftion,
T have learnt that there are but very few, and thefe are people of
a very particular defcription, and in particular places only, who
are allowed to dig for gold—I have heard of a2 man near Cape
LCoaft Caftle, or within roo yards of it, for only making an at-
tempt of the fort, put to death—on a place called the Devil's
Hill,

Are the Gold Mines wrought by other inftruments, made by the
natives, than by the iron inftruments you mentioned fome time
ago ?

I do net know with what inftruments they dig for gold—but I
know that the Bills and Hoes made by the natives, which, as I
{aid before, are very coarfe, are applied folely to the culture of the
land.

In what ftate does the gold appear when it is offered to the
Europeans in barter—is it in a pure and perfect ftate ?

I have already obferved, that the Blacks not being the moft ho-
neft people in the world, they feek frequently to deceive us—
hence it is, that they bring the gold frequently mixed with fil-
ings of brafs pans and dirt or fand—our Gold-takers therefore are
employed in fifting and cleanfing this gold, fome of which is
larger—fome duft—after which it is marketable, and looks pure
end clean,

Do you not conceive that much fkill and ingenuity is required
to {eparate the gold from the foreign {ubftances that may adhere to
it in the mine—and do you not conceive that the Negro has
knowledge fufficient to effeét that, where he has no intent of fraud #

I do not conceive there is any ingenuity neceffary to feparate the
gold from the foreign fubftances, as they wafh for the fmaller and
dig for the harger.—I know of nothing that adheres or fticks to it
but dirt, which is very eafily taken away.—With regard to the
intent of the Blacks to defraud, I am fully qualified to fay they
take every meafure to do fo; and, as a very ftrong inftance that they
do fo, there is-at this moment in Appolonia Fort, in three canif-
ters, upwards of 300 ounces of gold—of brafs taken for gold—

which
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which was paffed to a Captain of the name of Merigan, in the
way of trade,—1his was not a¢tually paia bim by one man, but
by many different traders. When the man brought down the gold
to Cape Coaift, and was made acquainted that it was brafs, and
clearly proved it was fo, he delivered it, I believe, to the Gover-
qior, that it migat be returned to Appolonia, where it now is.—
The Captain fickened and died at the difappointment.

Have you not heard, that though it be eafy to feparate the gold
wafhed down by the torrents from foreign matter, yet it is very
difficult to difengage gold from fuch matter when it is dug out of
mines ; and that the procefs neceflary in the gold mines is fuch as
to exceed the ingenuity and fkill ufually afcribed to the natives?

Indeed I fhould be at a lofs to know of whom to demand fuch
information—for I belicve the Blacks themielves would not tell any
European any thing at all about it.

How high are thofe nettings, you have mentioned, round the
fhip?

I cannot fay how high they are—I never made any accurate ob-
{ervation upon it, going on board only occafionally to fee the
Slaves.

How many Slaves, on an average, are brought to the Coaft, for
fale to Europeans, in a plentiful market, in the courfe of the year,
on the Gold Coaft?

It would be impofiible to anfwer to that queftion without a re-
ference to the bocks, and taking the numbers from thence.—
Thofe brought by the Forts bear a {mall proportion to the whole
number—it is impoflible for me to fay, what that number is.

If you cannot {peak pofitively to this point, can you give a rough
eftimate or general idea of the number ?
I would not venture a rifk of mifinforming the Committee.

What are the defects which induced Britith Merchants to refufe
the Slaves offered to them by the Black Broker ?

The Blacks are {ubject in particular to one diforder, which ren-
ders them unfaleable, becaufe it is incurable—this is frequent to
the Blacks—it is a rupture—the lofs of an hand—of the total lofs
of an eye—old age—thefe might make them objectionable—but
where there have been four or five of a family fold for any offence,
and one of the foregoing defcription among them, I have knowa
the trader, rather than feparate him from his family, buy him.

‘Whether
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Whether many perfons, {o difeafed and defeive, are brought for
fale? '

I cannot fay that there are a great many—there are fometimes
fome—1I have known two or three of that defcription in the courfe
of the year.

When they are brought for fale, are they generally rejected by
the trader ?

By the European trader they no doubt are, unlefs fomething is
taken off from their price, {0 as not.to make them as high in price

as prime Slaves ; but in cafe of ruptures they are never purchafed,
at leaft if the defe be known,

Whence comes it, that, being convinced that Slaves {o rejeGed
will be murdered by the Black Brokers, the Britifh traders fuffer
{o many to return to certain death, rather than make an indifferent
purchafe ?

It is not in the power of the White trader to prevent what a
Black man privately does with his Slave.—I have been fix months
myfelf, without fecing the face of an European, amongft 17 or
18,000 Blacks—the town of Tantum containing that number ;—
had they been difpofed to put any man to death within the reach of
my guns, and I had known it, I fhould moft affuredly, after fend-
ing them notice of my intention, have fired among them ; but if
they chofe to go out at a greater diftance, I could not, as an indivi-
dual, ufe force amongft hundreds or thoufands.—I would beg
leave to add alfo, that I could not, even in the caufe of humanity,
purchafe what would be by me unfaleable, and by fuch repeated
purchafes make myfelf a beggar.

You faid that the people of Accra, when they wanted Corn,
were fupplied from Cape Coaft—in what manner was the Corn
conveyed from Cape Coaft to Accra?

In fmall canoes.—I faid not only from Cape Coaft, but from all
down the Coaft, which is a Corn country, and all carried in ca-
noes.

Is it fetched by thofe who want it, or carried by thofe who want
to {ell it?

It is oftener folicited by the perfons who are in want of it—
they in general fend their canoes—Dbut I have known the cafe con-
trarywife.

I How

s
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How is it carried, when conveyed by land from one country to
another ?
In {mall bafkets, upon Negroes heads.

Is not war among the natives injurious to the trade ?

No doubt of it—it {tops allkind of trade whatever—it ftopsall
the paths, and prevents every thing from coming down—Ivory
as well as Slaves.

Does the Englifh trader endeavour to promote peace, or war,
among the natives?

We endeavour as much as lies in our power, and at a very great
expence to us individually, and for which we receive no compen-
fation from the Company, and pay large fums, to a confiderable
amount, in order to make up any breach among the natives; for
war is always produétive of this difagreeable circumftance—a total
ftagnation and ftoppage of trade;—and the reafon is obvious—the
traders are afraid to pafs through the villages where there is war.

Have you known any quantities of Cotton or Indigo exported
from the Gold Coaft ?
I never knew a pound of either.

Have we any command or influence over ‘the natives, to make
them grow any particular articles, or to alter their cultoms ?

Not any in the world—We have no kind of controul or com-
mand over them ; and they are fo fenfible of this, that they often-
times behave with a geat deal of audacity—even to the Chiefs
themfelves—I mean the European Chiefs.

Are there more males, or females, exported from the Gold

Coaft?
I believe five to one, males to females.

It has been faid, that the European traders could procure more
females if they chofe it—is that true ?

It is certainly mifreprefented—it is not true ;—the reafon is ob-
vious—whenever a nation, likethe Africans, are allowed 2 plurality
of wives, and they ufe this privilege to a great extent, it is impof-
fible that the women for exportation can be fo numerous as the
men.

Do you think that their affe@ion for their families are o ftrong
in the Africans as in the Europeans ?
By
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By no means—I do not apprchend they have any fuch fine
feelings—if they had, they would not treat them' in the manner
they do—a Black woman would think very little of pouring a
{poonful of brandy into a child’s mouth of two or three months
old, at the breaft—in fhort, they feem to have very little affe€tion
for their children—I take this to be owing to polygamy.

It has been faid, that wars are frequently ftirred up for the fake
of brandy from the Europeans—do you know;, or have you heard,
.of any fuch practice?

I have already faid it is the intéreft of the Europeans to keep
ithe natives in profound peace; and I do kmow that Governor
Miles, in particular, has expended fome confiderable {fums of money
for that very purpofe, :

Do the natives on the Coaft appear to incteafe, or decreale, in
‘population ?
They rather feem to increafz.

Does not that prove as great a degree of natural affe@ion there
:as in qther parts of the world ?

I fhould conceive not, by any means—becaufe the Black man,
havingla plurality of wives, may have children by them all; he
«<annot ‘therefore be {uppofed to have fo real an affe@ion for them,
‘having ithem by feveral women, as if they were all children of one
woman.

Do you not know that it is a doubtful point, whether polyga~
my tends to increafe, or decreafe, population ?

As far as I have feen, there is no doubt of it—it certainly tends
to increafe—I know a man of Tantum, who has five wives, and
twenty-five or twenty-fix children, and yet he is a young
man.

Do you not know that the Dutch have a fettlement on the
Gold Coaft, where they have a confiderable trade for Gold and
Ivory, but very little trade in Slaves ?

I do not know the fettlement alluded to, unlefs it is Accra;
but even there, though not equal in point of numbers to Anna-
maboe and Tantum, there are many Slaves bought and fold.

Do you think, that if, by any circumftance, the demand for
:Slaves on the Coaft were leflened, the {ame number as at prefent
would be brought down from the interior country ?

3 K No
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No doubt, if there wasno market for them; they would not
‘bring them down.

‘Whether you do not confider, that the redemption of ene of a
family from Slavery, when on board a veffel, is a proof of their
‘being poflefled of attachment to each other ? :

Not at all—it is oftentimes political for the perfon to redeem
him, becaufe perhaps theoffence he has committed may have fome
reference tothe perfon who wifhes to redeem him ; and in cafe of
his being fent away, the perfon required to redeem him might be
involved in a great deal of trouble.

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were.directed
to withdraw.

To report a Progrefs, &e.




e

Martis, 16° die Junii 1789,

MINUTES of the EVIDENCE,

Taken before a Committee of the
Whole Houle, to whom it was re.
ferred to confider of the Slave
T rade.

Witnels Examined,
JOHN FOUNTAIN, Efquire. '

N° 8,
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Sovis, 18° die Funis 1780.

‘COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe to confider further
of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, complained of
in the feveral Petitions which were prefented to the
Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative to the

State of the African Slave Trade.

:COunfcl called in.

The Counfel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded in thejr
\Evidence; and called

Captain WILLTAM LITTLETON.

.

Have you been at Gambia ?
Yeest

In what capacity did you go?
.As Mate.

In what Year?
In 1762.

How long did you- continue there?
Eleven Years—trading there as.a Merchant.

In the courfe of your trade did you go up the river Gambia?
Yes.

Frequently ?
Yes.—1I went about 300 leagues, by eftimation, by water.

3 L Was
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Was you acquainted with the Language of the country?
Sufficiently {o to do my bufinefs with the natives.
Are you acquainted with their manners and cuftoms?

Tolerably fo—as much as a man could be who refided chiefly
on board hrs veflel.

Have you made obfervations on the form of the Governments
there ?

A few obfervations, fuch as I could make from the fituation I
was in.

‘What is the form of Government there, on the banks of the
Gambia, where you were beftacquainted ?

There are various forms in the different parts of the river—
none of them are hereditary,

" Are they monarchical—haye they Kings there ?
They have Kings.

How are the Kings elected, or how do they fucceed ? _
Generally in rotation from one tribe to another—{ometimes from
one town or diftrié to another.—They are for life.

Is there any regular {yftem of fucceffion ?
In fome of the Governments there is.

Is the line of Succeflion, the general plan for the Government of
the country, ever broken ?
Sometimes.

By what means ?

From the capricioufnefs of the natives, that the next in fuc-
«ceffion is not a proper man to govern.

Is Slavery known in that Country as a general condition ?
Yes. .

Do the freemen keep many Slaves ?
Some do.

How are the Slaves obtained, which are fold to the Euro-
peans ?

By various modes—a great proportion of them from the Black
traders, who are Mahometans, and traverfe the interior part of the
LCountry to get Slaves.

How
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How do thofe perfons fold by the Black traders ‘become Slaves
-originally ?

Some of them are captives, taken in war—a large .proportion
.of them are convicted of crimes, and a {till greater proportion be-
come fo from famine, which in that part of the world is fre-
.quent from the want of a fufficient quantity of rain, and the im-
menfe quantities of locufts which {pread devaftation in that part
.of the world—from various crimes—the crimes are numerous for
which they are fold—I believe this particularly from my own
knowledge, and particularly from the information of people of
weracity, whofe information 1 could depend on.

Have you had an opportunity of knowing, from your own
knowledge, that a famine has occafioned perfons to become
Slaves ? 5

An inftance happened in my knowledge, in 1786—a famine
happened in the fouth-weft part of the entrance of the river
Gambia, in confequence of the failure of the rain, and the devafta-
tion of the locufts—the natives f{ubfifted for fome months on
efculent roots, and whatever the country produced that had
nourithment in it, till no more provifions were to be obtained
in the Country ; they were then driven to the dreadful neceflity
of felling each other to procure f{ubfiftence—the Mandingoes
purchafed them from the Phroops, who inhabit that part of Africa
between Cape Saint Mary’s and Cape Roxo, about the latitude
of 12° 20.—The Mandingoes bought them for Corn and Euro-
pean goods, and fold them to the White traders on the river,
through which means a large proportion came into my poffeffion
—that is one inftance in my own knowledge, but I have been
told by the Mahometans that traverfe the interior parts of Africa,
that the circumftance of famine frequently occurs in various
parts of Africa, which drives them foemetimes to the neceflity of
{ubfifting on each other, fometimes by killing and eating them,
and often by felling them,

Do the locufts often make dreadful havock of the crops ?
They do—but it is generally partial—often confined within
the fpot of forty or fifty miles.

What is the effe& of the Locuils fettling in any Diftri& ?
They generally deftroy all the Corn and Herbage.

Is there a blade or leaf left after them ?
Sometimes very little—on the Corn particularly, »

You
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“You faid that fome of the 8laves become fo by common Crimes;
-what are the Crimes ?

Adultery, theft, imputation of Witchcraft, and various other
‘Crimes, for which they are amenable to the laws of their country.

Are they regularly tried for thefe Crimes ?
Yes.

"By whom ?
By the leading men of the country, and have generally an im-~
partial trial—they are feldomwithout their friends and advocates

in thofe cafes.

In what manner are they punithed when conviéted ?

Adultery is punifhed with the lofs of life, or the liberty of
‘the offender—if he efcapes, fome of the family are feized and de-
tained till the offender is taken—if he has no property or Slaves
to redeem himfelf, and his friends do not aflift him with any,
he is fold—and fometimes the White people are enjoined by the
perfons who fell them, who are generally the parties injured,
not to f{uffer them to be redeemed on any terms—people for
Witchcraft are alfo fold—theyundergo a trial, and on conviction
are fold—after being feverely tortured {fometimes—even to the
lofs of their lives—The punifhment for theft, (if it is a confider-
.able theft) is ‘the lofs of liberty—fometimes they are fined, and
Af not able to pay the fine, they are fold.

You mentioned, that for adultery they might fometimes ran-
fom themfelves ; how could they ranfom themfelves? -
They ranfom themfelves with Slaves.

Who has the benefit of the conviction of thofe crimes?
The injured party. :

In what manner is the trial for Witcheraft conducted.

I have never been prefent—but from what I have learnt from
‘the natives, the principal people are aflembled, where they
ufually. tranfact their bufinefs, under a large tree, called the Pala-
ver Tree—I fhould have mentioned, that fometimes previouily to
their trial, they are dragged into the Woods, and whipped to
-that degree, that in order to get quit of the punifhment for the
time, they have acknowledged themfelves guilty of the Witch-
craft of which they have been accufed, and they are often con-~

.demned by their confeflion made under torture, though they were
.innocent
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innocent—fometimes they endeavour to prove their innocence,
by undergoing a kind of ordeal by fire, or by water, which is
an infufion of a root which they drink on thofe occafions.

In what manner is the ordeal by fire conducted ?

The accufed perfon is generally placed on a2 wooden mortar, or
fomething to raife him above the reft of the people, a hot iron is
applied to any part of the body that the perfon who applies it
thinks proper—if he bears it with fortitude, fo as not to appear
to fuffer greatly, he is generally deemed innocent, if otherwife,
he is put in irons, and fold, and not unfrequently put to death.

What is the ordeal by water ?

The offender is elevated ina fimilar manner, and the water is
adminiftered to him—Red Water—a root or cbark of a tree of a
malignant nature is infufed in it—fometimes he dies under the
operation—if he futvives he is acquitted, but he feldom fur-
vives it long.

You faid that fome part of the Slaves are prifoners taken in
war—are they numerous ?

Very few ot the prifoners taken in war, in the parts con-
tiguous to the river, dre fold to the White people, I believe they
feldom take many prifoners—if they do, they generally fall vi&ims
to ' the ferocity of the captors, and a few are facrificed to the
deceafed manes-of the friends of the viGtorious party.

"Are females ever taken prifoners in war ?
‘But few I believe—a very {mall proportion.

*Are many females convicted of crimes?
1 have known them f{ometimes conviéted of Witchcraft and
Adultery.

‘Are 'thofe females, prifoners of war, or convicted of crimes,
exchanged for other Slaves, Male Slaves?

‘Frequently.—Thofe conviéted of Witcheraft are very feldom ex-
changed.

Are the females eonvicted of Witcheraft ever redeemed ?
1 don’t recolle® an-inftance of it that came within my know-
ledge.

7 M Can
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Can the owners of domeftic Slaves difpofe of thofe Slaves ?
“They can do it, but very feldom doit, when they have been guilty
of fome enormous crime ; in which cafe they have generally the
approbation of the other Slaves to fell them.

How are the domeftic Slaves tried, when accufed ?
I have been told they are generally tried by the other Slaves.

Do you know of any wars being carried on for the purpofe of
obtaining Slaves to fell to the Europeans ?

I never heard of any carried on for that purpofe.—The wars
have always originated from their own diffentions.

Are wars beneficial, or otherwife, to the Slave trade carried on
by the Europeans ? *

Wars in the vicinity of the trading ports are always injurious to
the trade in articles of every kind ; and I have been told by the Black
Merchants, that they have gone 3 or 400 miles to avoid thofe
countries where wars exifted,

Were there any wars in that country during your refidence
there? -

Yes—between the nations bordering on the Gambia.

Do you know of the pratice of kidnapping Slaves, or that they
are taken by fraud or violence, by Blacks or Whites ?

I never heard that a White man ever kidnapped a Slave; if he
did, it would put a total end to that man’s trading.—I never heard
of fuch a thing.—I {peak of the river Gambia only, I don’t know
what is done on the other parts of the Coaft’—I never heard that of
any of the natives in that part where I refided and did bufinefs,.—

If they made any attemptof that kind, they would be fold them-
felves.

Have you ever heard of any parties going out armed at night to
take Slaves ?

Never, but againft their enemies, with whom they were at open
war. .

Do you know any thing of the King of Barbeffin’s territories ?
I don’t know any country of that name.

Have you ever heard of the breaking up, or furprifing villages,
to make Slaves? 4 SR :

Never, butin cafes of open war,
Are
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Are fuch wars frequent?

Not fo frequent in thofe countries bordering on the Gambia as
might be expected from the nature of their governments ; but in
the interior parts, wars are perpetually carrying on in one country
or another.

What are the natural produétions of the country about the riyer
Gambia ?

Country Corn, which is a fpecies of millet, Indian Corn, and
Rice.

Are thefe articles produced in fuch quantities as to be a fubjec
of export? '
Not that I ever heard of.

Is the fugar cane produced there ?
I never heard of it.

Is the climate fit for the culture of the Sugar Cane?
I believe not—on acconnt of the long continuance of dry wea-
ther, from O¢&ober to the beginning of June.

Are there any other articles which might be exported from that
country? -

None of export but Bees Wax and a little Ivory, and a {mall
quantity of Gold Dutft, which is not werth mentioning.

How is the Ivory brought down to the Coaft ?
Generally on the heads of the Slaves who are brought down for
fale.

‘What is the quantity of Ivory which may be fo brought in the
courfe of a year?

The quantity varies annually—but I believe feldom above two
ton.—I cannot fay pofitively.

Where does the Wax come from ?

Moft from the fouth fide of the River Gambia, and chiefly
about thirty or forty leagues from the entrance—but in finaller
quantities two or three hundred leagues up the river—the prin-
cipal part from the Phroops.

Are the bees that produced that Wax taken care of by the na-
tives, or is the Wax cafually found in the heneycomb in the

woods ?
T ht?‘
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"The greateft part is taken out of hollow trees in the woods—I
believe there is a fmall ‘quantity taken in hives.

Where are thofe hives ?
Contiguous to their houfes—I never faw above two or three—
the quantity is very {mall.

Are the hives confined to places near the Sea Coaft?
What T {aw were near the Sea Coaft—never heard of any in
the interior parts of the country.

Could the quantity of Ivory exported be increafed, if the
Slave Trade was abolifhed ?

I apprehend the contrary—becaufe what we receive from the
interior parts of the country is brought fome hundred miles, I
fuppofe, and is brought from thence becaufe they have Slaves'to
carry it.

Would it be worth the while of any traders to bring down
Ivory only? - :

Not from any confiderablediftance, I apprehend—there are very
few elephants in the neighbourhood of the trading ports.

Could the quantity of Bees Wax exported be much in-
creafed ?

I do not apprehend that it ¢an; becaufe, within 'thefe few years,
the Whites have given a great price for the Wax, and I have not
learnt that the quantity has inereafed in confequence of it.

Are there any other articles of any fort that might be exported
as. articles of commerce ? '

None, fufficient to be worth the attention of any White
perfon—they raife a little Cotton, and a {mall quantity of In-
digo—not fufficient for theiriown purpofes—they purchafe our
manufactures to fupply the deficiency.

Why do not they raife mofe Cotton and Indigo ?
. ‘They are naturally of that indolent difpofition, that -very at-
tempt of ‘the White petfons to encourage the cultivatios of Cot-
ton and Indigo has proved abortive.

Do they cultivate the Indigo plant, or does it grow w2ld ?
_ What little they raife they cultivate—they do not reduce it to
‘the fate 6f Indigo which ‘comies'from other parts,

What
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What do they do with it, before they make ufe of it?

They cut it, and pound it in a wooden mortar, and hang it up
in' the form of fugar-loaves in their houfes, and then make ufe
of it.

Do they prefs out the juice of it, or make ufe of the leaves?
They make up the leaves and branches in thofe forms.

What ufe do they apply it to afterwards ?
They infufe it in water, or a lye made of afhes, and dye theic
cloth with it.

What fort of cloths are thofe? .
They are woven in narrow breadths, about five or fix inches in
breadth, and then fewn together for the purpofe of covering

themf{elves,

.. Is there a confiderable market of thofe cloths in that coun-
try ¢
Very few manufacturers.

Could thofe cloths be made anvarticle of commerce ?
By no means—not among the White people.

Have you been feveral voyages from Africa to the Welt Indies,
and North America ?

I have been two voyages to Carolina, and three or four voyages
to different iflands in the Weft Indies,

Can you ftate the number of Slaves you had on board in each
voyage ? 4

I cannot precifely—the two laft voyages I can nearly.—In the
firft voyage to Charles Town, from the commencement of the
purchafe in Africa, till the conclufion of the fale in Charles
Town, I loft about thirteen out of about one hundred and forty
—1I lock upon that as a very great and uncommon mortality.—
The laft voyage I was detained in the country from the beginning
of May to the beginning of November following—and loft, from
the beginning of May to the clofe of the fale of the cargo at
Jamaica, thirty-cight out of two hundred and forty-two—my
thip has fince made a voyage to Jamaica, and loft only three out
of two hundred and fixteen.—It was the fame fhip which went
all the voyages—fhe was regiftered at one hundred and . thirty-fix
tons.

3N To
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To what caufe do you attribute the extraordinary mortality in
ahe voyage, when you loft 38?

The Slaves confifted of people of various Nations, and fome of
them were very meagre when I received them on board, owing
to the great fcarcity of provifions in the country from which they
came, particularly a number of the Phroops, who had a famine
in the country.

What was the occafion of the extraordinary mortality, on the
‘Voyage, when you loft 13?2

My Ship, was then fingle decked ; and I met with very bad
weather on coming off the Coalt—in confequence of which many
of them got fick.

. What in general is the Food provided for the negroes, exported
from Gambia ?

We. carry from hence fplit and kiln-dried horfe-beans, and a
large quantity of Bifcuit and Flour, and in the Country we pur-
chafe all the Grain we can, of the Country Corn, and Rice.

What is the Food of the Slaves intended for fale, whilft in the
hands of the Black traders?

When they can get it, the Country Corn—they never tafte any
Rice, unlefs they get it by ftealth.

Do you then mean that they feed on the Indian corn ?

Not the Indian corn—but Guinea corn, as it is calted—chiefly
on Guinea corn, or any thing elfe their mafters can procure for
them.

Could the Ships procure on the Coaft, a fufficient quantity of
Guinea corn, for the fupply of the Negroes during the voyage ?
Seldom a fufficient quantity of that alone.

In what manner are the beans you have mentioned dreffed for
the Negroes, during the paffage

The hufks are all taken off in England—they are boiled, and
we ufually put a few picces of fhip’s beef, or falt fith amongft
them—alter eating them once or twice, they become fond of
them—{o as to requeft fometimes to have them inftead of their
own country Food.—

- In what manner are the Slayes accommodated on board the
fhip?
In
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In the beft manner we poffibly can, to render their fituation ae
comfortable as poffible.

Give a general account of the arrangement and management of
them on board the thip ?

When they are firft brought on board by the Black Merchants,
they have a chain round their necks, which they have generally
worn from the place they have been brought from—when we have
completed our purchafe of them, we take the chain off their necks,
and put a pair of fhackles on their legs—which thackles have
generally a ring upon them between their legs—through which
we reeve a chain, by which chain we keep them, to fecure them
whilft they are on deck—the men are put below, between decks—
they lay clofe to each other, juft allowing room for a perfon to ftep
between them—The men are generally in that part of the fhip
before the main hatchway—the boys, in the main hatchway—
the women, girls, and children are all at liberty abaft, except
when we put them below at night, and lock them down.

When are they permitted to come on deck, and for how long
in the Day ?

As early as we can conveniently get them on deck—every
morning, when the weather admits of it, and they remain there
till the Evening, except the weather renders it neceflary to put
them off the deck. :

Are there air ports and gratings to give air between decks ?

There are in all Guinea fhips I believe, and fometimes fo
much air, that they beg to have part of the tarpaulins laid over
them.—

Is not the weather, in croffing the Atlantic generally fair and
pleafant ?

Generally fo, after we get to the windward of the Cape de Verd
IHlands—I am {peaking of the Voyage from Gambia.—

Then, after leaving the Cape de Verd Iflands ?
We have generally good weather—we fall in with the Trade
Winds. ;

Then, after leaving the Cape de Verd Ilands does it often hap-
pen that the Slaves are prevented by the weather from being on
deck every day ? .

Very feldom—icarce ever—we haye fometimes heavy foualls of -

3 rain,
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rain, but of {mall duration, when we f{pread the awnings over
them.—If the rain continues and the Slaves exprefs a diflike of
continuing on deck, we putthem below-—but it is a general rule
to keep them on deck as much as we can confiftently with pru-

dence.

Is a particular attention paid to the cleanlinefs of the fhip be-
tweeen decks ?

That is one of the firft b’t) edts we attend to—as foon as the
Slaves are on deéck, the Whl‘!c people, the feamen belonging to
the fhip, and generally fomeof the boys, are fent down below to
fcrape and fwab the rooms, and if we find there is occafion to ufe
a wet fwab, we generally air the rooms afterwards with fire pans
made for that purpofe, and fumigate them fometimes with vine-
gar—two or three times a week we wafh the rooms with vinegur,
and fumigate them, by putting a red hot loggerhead into vine-
gar, and confining the {moke. .

In what manner are the Slaves ufually fed, and at what time of
the day ?

Early in the morning, foon after day-light, they have fome
bifcuit diftributed to every man and woman and perfon on board,
and a glafs of inferior brandy or rum, diluted with water half and
half; when their firft general meal is ready, that is generally ferved
to them, and they have generally more than they can eat—fome
is left—In the evening again, about Four or Five o'clock, they
have a fecond meal of anether kind of food—we feldom ferve
them with the fame fort of food. twice in the fame day—we
vary it as often as we .can, and give them all regularly their
allowance of water as often as we find it neceflary—this depends

on the heat of the wcarher.

Is there then care taken hat they fhall be fupplied daily with a

fufficiency of food and water?
It is a principal part of the fhip’s company’s employment—
particularly after they get out to 1ea—-—of the failors as well as

officers.

Do the officers fee that the failors do their duty in that re-

fpect ?
Always—they are enjoined to it, as their duty fo to do—the of-

ficers have an intereft in the health of the cargo.

What is shat intereft ?
A privilege
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A privileged Slaveor two—it depends on the agreement between
the mafter and officers—the chicf mate and furgeon particularly
are paid on the grofs average of the Slaves at the place of fale. -

Is it not almoft the entirc bufinefs of both officers and crew,
after the fhip has left the Coaft, to keep up the health and {pirits
of the Slaves ?

It is their principal employment in the Middle paffage—the
fails requiring but little attendance—therefore the failors are
wholly employed in their attention to the Slaves.

. Do not the Slaves oftener complain of cold than of heat in the
Middle paflage ?

They do—and we fometimes, when we think it too cold for
them, put them-down below, and even there they beg to have
part of the tarpaulin laid over them.

When they arc on the deck, do they themfelves ever requeft to
go down below ? .

Frequently—when it blows a fre(h brecze, and they happen to
be on the thady fide of the deck.

In-cafe of ficknefs, are the Slaves fupplied with medicines, and
taken care of ? :

They are.—We take out medicines for that purpofe, and the
Surgeon every morning vifits them below, to know if any of them
have any complaints ; and frequently adminifters' medicines to
them below, as well as upon deck.

‘When the fhips arrive in the Weft Indies, how foon after their
arrival, in the fhips you have been in, has the Sale taken place?

We ufually immediately advertife a day of Sale, to take place
four or five days or a week after our arrival, as is moft convenient.

—Some of the purchafers live at a remote diftance from the place
-of Sale.

In fome of the voyages, you faid, you went as paffenger, in others
as Mafter.—In cither of thofe voyages do you know of any means
being ufed to repel any diforders amongft the Slayes before the
Sale ?

I never heard of any.

In all thofe voyages, were the Slaves treated with humanity and
tendernefs ?
Always.
59 O Do
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Do you recolle&t what mortality there was- amongft the Scamen
in thofe refpective voyages#

I can only fpeak to thetwo laft.—In the voyage to Carolina, I
think I loft two out of fixteen or eighteen—in the laft voyage,
which was to Jamaica, in confequence of my being detained in the
country, I loft feven in théfiver Gambia, and two or three in the
Middle paffage.~—T he crew altogether, including myfelf, confifted:
originally of twenty-one —My Surgeon was the firft perfon who
died—to' his death T attribute the increafe of thelofs of both my
Seamen and Slaves. i : L ‘

" Tn the voyage' to C‘ai'oli&; can you ricolle@ whether it was fix
teen or eighteen ? M
I think it was eighteen, including myfelf?

" In the feveral'voyages which you have mentioned, was the health
of -the Seamen attended to? .

As much as peflible—ltis our intereft to take care of the Sea-
men, the fuccefs of the vojage depending upon it.

“What time of the day dofhips ufually leave the river Gambia »

1t depends on the timgef the tide—when we enter Gambia,
we have two or three éﬁck Linguifts, a. Black 'meffenger or
two, to fend to different parts of the country, and fix or eight
other people, for the purpsfeof rowing the boats, with a view of
preferving the health of the Seamen—We do not fuffer a Seaman
to go intoa boat if we can avoid it—the Black peeple attend us
out of the river, and returndn the thip’s long boat, whiclis gene-
rally left behind, or in ongof their own canoes.—We ufually ftop
a tide at the laft port in tiié river, to fill up.our water,

Is the time of the fhip's departure known to the people on
board, or to' the people on fhore?
Always to the natives, fometime before the fhip comes down.

How is the Climate, on:the parts of the coaltwhere you have
Ee:n'? :

In'general noxious to European conftitutions—I found no dif-
forence in the Climate two or three hundred leagues up' the river,
aad down at the.entrance of it.

Are there pesiodical Rains and dry weather in ‘that coun-

try ?

There are,

Does the rainy feafon continue many months?
From
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* From the latter end ‘of May, or be‘ginnin g of June, till the latter
end of O&ober—The exact time of the coming in of the rain
depends upon the change of the Moon in the latter end of May,

Does the dry weather laft the remainder of the Year?
It does—there is feldom or ever any Rain from the latter end
of O&ober, till the latter end of May.

- Ts the rainy feafon prejudicial to health ?

I believe it is—but I have generally enjoyed my health in time
-of rain, as well as during the dry feafon.—I avoided expofing
myfelf to the rains and ‘dews, which we cannot prevail on. our
feamen to do.

Whether the rainy feafon or dry weather is moft prejudicial in
.general to the health of the Europeans?
~ The rains are moft prejudicial.

TIs the climate more prc‘judiciél up the Country than upon the
Coaft ?
I never lay upon the Coaft.

Do you mean to fay, that the climate is as noxious tor the
{feamen in general at the mouth of the Gambia, as three or four
‘hundred leagues up the river ? .

I have found it exactly the fame.

‘Did the feamen find it the fame? '

We never carried the feamen up above 14a leagues, and there
we found that they were as healthy as at the mouth of the river
—The Freach and fome of our Englifh fhips proceed no further
qup than James Fort and Albadar—we found they met with as
.much or more mortality than the fhips which have lin 150
leagues up the river. ! '

Did you return.to the port of London in any of the voyages
you have mentioned ?

Some—once to Liverpoal—oncz to Briftol—and the other times
to London.

" Upon the arrival of the thips in the part of London, have you
reafon to know that there are perfons always ready to invite the
feamen to make complaints againft their captain ?

I believe there are people who make it their bufinels to go on
‘board every fhip for the purpofe of obtaining litigious cafes, by
enquiring how the people have been treated by the mafters and

mates
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mates—if the people have the leaft complaint imaginable, they
take them to their houfes, and the people by whom they are em-
ployed, commence an action agginft the mafter or mate, as the
cafe may be—I never had an action commenced againft me.

Examined by Membersof the Committee.

In that fhip where you defcribed the ftowage of the Slaves,
was it with er without a platform ?

In the fingle deck fhip, we had what we call a platform deck,
but in the other fhip we had no platform.

In that (hip where you faid there was room to ftep between the
Slaves, was that a platform thip?
No. -

What quantity of water, per day, to each man, White and
Negro, do you compute fuflicient for a voyage in the Middle
paflage ? S 1 ,

At fea, including alfo what we boil our provifion in, a gallon
per Man—we have a fhort paffage from Gambia and have plenty
of water, and allow them as much as we think proper—generally
three or four times a day. '

What quantity of wood do you ftow in your hold for drefling
the provifions ? ' '

We never confine ourfelves to any quantity in Gambia—we
have an opportunity of taking inas much as we chufe.

You will fpecify in cords what that quantity thould be in a
fhip of 200 tons, in any fhip from the Coaft of Guinea, as near
as you can ?

I cannot fay, we never buy it in cords—we fend our Black
people, whom we hire at our entrance into the river to fupply
the (hip with wood—and we generally bring fome of that wood
home with us to England.

Have the Negroes ever any water in the night ?

They have it if they call for it—they have generally fomething
to hold water in amongft them below, and we pour it through
the gratings through a funnel.

Do you not imagine it is owing to the extreme heat of the
Negroes fituation, and their being naked, that makes them fo fuf=
ceptible of cold when they come on deck ?

Poffibly
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-+ Poffibly it may—we do not allow them cloaths—we could not
keep them clean or preferve their healch if they had cloaths.

When they are defirous of going below, is there not a clear
{pace below—are not the reft on deck ?
* The apartient at that time is clear—it is ¢leared for the pur-
pofe of cleaning it.

In the lofs of feamen did you include thé lofs from England
to the Weft Indies, or during the Middle paffage only ? :
From England to the Weft Indies.

Is it cuftomary at Liverpool and Briftol, as well as London, for

.people to come.on board the thips, for the purpofe of encouraging
the feamen to make complairts againft the mafter and officers ?

I cannot fpeak to Briftol or Liverpool, but to London I have
been an eye witnefs—I have feen it. :

Do the woods on the part of the Coalt with which you are

.converfant confift chiefly of {mall underwood or of large timber

‘trees ¥

More of timber than of underwood—and fome of the mahogany
that grows there, has been brought home for trial, and has not
anfwered.

Would the foil, if cleared, be capable of being cultivated with

«LCorn, Rice, or other Provifions ?

In that part of the country where the foil is adapted for the
«cultivation of Corn it would.

Is the foil generally fit for the cultivation of Corn ?

Some leagues, about 30 or 40 up the River Gambia, the Soil
is not adapted to the cultivation of Corn, and produces very
little. :

Do you think that if the land, now overgrown with wood, was
properly cultivated, it would produce Corn, Rice, and other Pro--
vifions ?

The natives have endeavoured to cultivate the parts contiguous
to the lower parts of thé river—they cultivate as much as they
can of it—it produces fome little corn, but not fufficient to latt
them from feafon to feafon—on which account they fend the
canoes up the river to procure corn.

3 P ; Do
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Do you think that if thisland were cultivated by Europeans, as
land in Europe is cultivated, it would be produétive ?
If the cultivation was affifted by manure—not elfe.

Oof -wha't nature is the land of which you {peak ?
Of a loofe fandy foil generally at the entrance of the river—up
the river it is a more loomy foil.

Do you think that if thisland were ¢leared, it would be capable
of receiving the plough ?

I believe it might—if it was.cleared from the roots—the natives
do not take up the roots.

Can you form any judgment, from what you have feen of the
{oil, and know of the climate, whether European Corn could be
raifed in the places you have mentioned ?

I do not apprehend it could,

Why ?
From the nature of the Seil and the Climate.

Cannot European Corn be raifed on a loofe fandy Soil ?

In that part of the world they have rain only fix months in the
year, and that only at intervals—the heat of the fun is fo intenfe,
that I apprehend our European Corn could not grow there,

~ During what feafon of the year does the native Corn grow, the
Millet, and Turkey Corn?

They ufually fow their Corn at the beginning of June, after the
firft fetting in of the rain—their early Corn they cut in September
—which 1s their Indian Corn—their greateft Crop is about the
latter end of O¢tober.

Do the Millet and Turkey Corn come to perfection in that
Country ?
~ Their Indian Corn they generally cut before it is ripe—the
other Corn comes to perfection.

Why do they cut their Indian Corn before it is ripe ?
They ufually eat it before it is ripe—it is to fupply them in the
early feafon—the Crop they depend on is the Oétober Corn.

Do thefe forts of Corn grow on the loofe fandy foil you have
fpoken ofs : :

1 believe
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I believe it does—they plant a little of it near the entrance of
‘the river. .

Do the natives employ manure in caltivating this Corn ?

They have little or no manure—they have fearce any hosfes—
they make faft their cows on their Corn ground during the dry
{eafon.

Have they a good many cows ?

They have—they belong to a particular clafs of people—a na-
tion of people called Phoolas.

How are thefe cows and horfes fupported ?
By driving them about the Country—through the woods.

What do thcy eat ?

Grafs—f{ometimes leaves of trees—fometimes they give their
horfes Corn. |

Are many female Slaves purchafed by our traders on that
‘Coaft ?

But a fmall proportion, feldom above one-third—we purchafe
all that are fit for market who offer.

Can you form any eftimate of the grofs number of female Slaves
do purchafed on that part of the Coalt in a year ?

I cannot—it varies every year—the trade of Gambia is very
much reduced.

Can you make a grols eftimate of the general number of Slaves
purchafed by European traders on that Coaft in any given year?

I have heard eftimates made fome years ago, at about 3,000,
and I believe it does not now average 1,000,

According to the proportion mentioned by you, muft not the
number of female Slaves fo purchafed, when the total number
of Slaves was 3,000, have amounted to 1,000 ?

I do not apprehend it could—we always find female Slaves
fcarce, when the Slaves in general are plenty.

Then among 3,000 Slaves fo purchafed, how many females do
you fuppofe there might have been ?
Perhaps about one-fourth, as near as I can guefs.
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Have you riot faid; that very few fémales are taken in war?
I believe I have. :

Have you not faid, that few women aré convicted of Adul-
tery or Witcheraft?

I have faid; that the few women who were convited, were
conviced of Adultery or Witcheraft.

Is the number of fuch female convids {ayall ¢
Not a great many, I believe.

Did you not fay, that wemen fo convifted were often ex-
changed for men ?

I believe T faid, except thofe that are accufed of Witchcraft
—then they are never redeemed,

Can you give any probableeftimate of the number of womén
convicted of Witcheraft ?

I cannot—a great proportiofr of the women we receive are fold
under that idea. :

Having faid that the numberof conviGted women is fmall, and
that many of them, when convi¢ted, are redeemed or exchanged
for men, by what means can {o large a number as 750, the fourth
part of the grofs number you hive mentioned, be procured for the
market ?

I cannot fay—fome of them are brought from the interior
parts of the country, and we are not always acquainted with the
crime for which they are fold. '

Are the gratings ever the hatchways in the Slave-fhips always
kept open ?
Always, when the Slaves are on board.

Are they kept open when it rains ?

Except when the Negroes defire that they may be covered, and
then a tarpaulin is laid upon fome booms over the gratings, at
fome diftance from them—but fometimes I have known them de-
fire it to be laid on the gratings, to keep them warm.

Do you mean to fay, that the gratings are left open when it
rains?
Always—but covered fo as to prevent the rain from coming
down, by the tarpaulin I have before mentioned,
How
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How is it pofiible to keep the gratings open, and at the fame
time to cover them fo as to keep out the rain ?

I mean by the tarpaulin being {pread over the gratings, in the
mature of an awning.

At what height from the level of the deck are the booms upon
which the tarpaualin is fpread ?

Some of them feven or eight feet—we bring the tarpaulin
down on the weather fide to keep the rain out, and admit the air,

Do the Slaves, when confined, ever complain of foul air ?
I never heard them,—If they think themfelves at any time too
warm, we get a number of them on deck.

Do the Surgeons, Officers, or Sailors, who go below among
the Slaves, when their apartments are firft opened in 2 morning, ever
complain of the noifomenefs and foulnefs of the air?

Not particularly.—I never heard them complain—they might fay
fometimes that it was very warm, and at fome particular times
that there was a particular fmell there.—We never fuffer any thing
toremain below leng to occafion any offenfive fmell.

Do you not know that the air of the Slaves apartments, when
they are firft opened in a morning, is foul and offenfive ?

At feait is generally ventilated by the wind that blows down
through the gratings.

Is there a thorough draught of air between decks, when the
Slaves are confined at night?

There is, by means of the air ports—in light winds, when we can
open the air ports.

Can the air ports be open in a freth gale, or in a high' fea?
The weather air ports we can open—they feldom want the air
ports open in a frefh gale, when they complain of the cold.

Can there be a thorough air through thofe apartments when the
air ports are fhut?

It is very feldom that they are all fhut.—The weather ones are
generally open—there is feldom fo high a fea or fo much wind as
to reader the fhutting them neceflary.

Queftion repeated ?
Not a thorough air when all the air ports are thut—but there is
a current of air going always through the gratings, {o much that
3 'QE they
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‘they beg to have the tarpauling laid over the gratings to prevent
. too much wind coming down.

In the Slave Ships of which you lately fpoke, what was the
. heighth between decks? _
. I cannot fay exa@ly—1I {uppofe the loweft about four feet.

* Had you a platform in your fhip? .
. None.

! Have you been on board a ﬂ;ip where platforms were ufed?
: T have been on board other fhips, and feen platforms.

Can you fay what was thediftance between the platform and the
- ceiling, and between the platform and the floor?

I cannot fay—the platform was the midway, as near as I could
* judge.—Thefe Slave Ships are ufually built high between decks,
for the purpofe of having thefe platforms.

In fhips built for platforms, what is: the general heighth be-
- tween decks ?
I really cannot fay—neverhaving frequented other veflels but
my own.

In thofe thips you have feen, where there were platforms, was
the heighth more than fix feet?

I think it-was {even feet.—I never was on board above two fhips,
as I recolle@—they were feven feet between deck and deck.

Could the men Slaves on! the Middle paffage, in fuch fhips as
you have been acquainted .with, lay on their backs at night?
“In the thips that I have been in they could—though perhaps they
 would have found it difficult, all of them, tohave lain on their backs
at the fame time. ‘

Are not Africans taken on fhip-board very fubje@ to. fea fick-
nefs ¢
Some of them are for two or three days.

Are they not often excoriated by their chains?

Very feldom.—We take care to prevent the irons of the chains
galling them—whenever we fee them likely to gall, we put fome-
thing round their legs, in order to prevent the irons galling them.

Are they notin fact fometimes confiderably galled?
Not
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Not confiderably.—1I never faw any fo.—We take the earlieft
opportunity to prevent any thing of the kind.

Can it in fa& be prevented ?
Yes. I

Have you not faid, that it is the endeavour of commanders in
the Slave trade, and it was your endeavour, to render the fituation
of the Slaves on board, as comfortable as poflible "

I have.

What are your ideas of comfort, as applied to Slaves, in 2 Slave.

By giving them plenty of Food, Victuals and Drink, and the
“ beft lodgings we can.

Are the circumftances of being chained two and two, of not

" haying room to lay on their backs, of fea ficknefs, excoriation,

 thackles, rings reeved through the chains, kiln-dried Horfe-beans

~for food, confinement between decks, lying crouded together in

a clofe hold. in a -tropical climate, confining them all night in a

-fetid atmofphere, and keeping them there all day when the
weather is bad,.articles of comfert?

The queftion being objeted to, the Counfel and Witnefs
“were direted to withdraw.

And a motion being made, and the queftion being put, that
the Counfel and Witnefs be again called in, and the Witnefs
afked the faid queftion ; ;

It paffed in the negative.

Then the: Counfel and Witnels were again called in; and
'the Witnefs was afked,

" Whether-the perfons fuppofed to be engaged in Witchcraft, do
-not diftribute drugs or medicine?
They are {ulpected to do fo.

Whether medicines occafioning abortion are not reckaned part,
of their myftery?
I have heard them fay, it is.a part of their myftery.

What do you think would be the probable effe@ in Africa of
.the abolition of the Slave trade by this country ?
I believe
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1 believe it would encourage many of the cvils which the
abelition is meant to relieve.

State thofe evils ? ;

The evils that originate in Famine—from the Captures in
War—and perfons convi¢ted of Crimes—who would be put to
Death—it 1s the maxim among the Blacks never to give a man
an gpportunity of revenging an injury.

What do you mean by the evils that originate in Famine?
The human Sacrifices, that exift among the Anthropophagi, in
the interior part of Africa.

‘Would human facrifices be encreafed by the abolition of the
Slave trade ?
I believe they would.

Do you think the natives could be induced to cultivate the land
for produce to exchange for European commodities ?
T do not think any confideration whatever would tempt them
to raife any produce that would be worth the attention of this
Country. : '

Could Europeans ftand the climate in the clearing the woods
and cultivating the land ?
1-do not think they could.

Have the Europeans influence and power over the natives
to make them cut down the woods and grow Corn, without they
chofe to do it themfelves ?

The Europeans have not the power—the natives are not to be
influenced by any thing but felf-intereft.

Do the natives regard the European commodities they now
obtain as neceflaries of life, or as luxuries only ?
Some of them as neceffaries, others as luxuries.

Do you apprehend, that if the natives could not procure thofe
commodities which they efteem as neceflary, any otherwife than in
exchange for produce, they would not then cultivate the land to
raife that neceffary produce ?

Not to a fufficient degree to .cncourage any European to go
there in queft of that produce.

Whethét
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“Whether the Climate and Soil are not capable of producing, .
and do they not in a certain degree produce Cotton of a very ex-
cellent quality ?

They do.

Is any very great degree of labour neceffary to the cultivation
of Cotton ? _
They beftow very little on it.

To what ficknefs did you allude, as produced by the bad weather
at the beginning of your voyage, mentioned in a former part of
your evidence ; was it fea ficknefs or any diforder ?

. I mentioned, that fome of my'Slaves were captives in war, and
the others fold in confequence of a famine, and when I received
them on board I hoped they would have improved from being
taken better care of and better fed—1I had fome reafon to fuppofe,
that being too well fed was ‘the occafion of their illnefs—the quick
iranfition from hunger to plenty—and 1 believe that the fea fick-
nefs prevented their recovery. :

Did you mean to ftate the bad weather as the caufe of the illnefs?
It did not originate from the weather—but the bad weather in-
creafed it.

How did the bad weather act {o as to increafe the ficknefs of the
cargo ? ;

The bad weather increafed the fea ficknefs, and made it ne-
ceffary to keep part of them below, and to get them upon deck
alternately. _

Do you not apprehend that the Slive trade in general is un-
healthy to the feamen who are employed in it ?

I generally found that the feamen on board the Slave fhips had
their health as well as on board of other fhips which had not
Slaves on board—not more unhealthy than in other trades car-
ried on on the fame Coaft—my fhip did not lofe a feaman the
laft voyage—ihe returned in November laft.

Have you ever ufed any other trade, or have you cver failed te
the coaft of Africa in 2 wood fhip ?
Neither.

May not European feamen preftrve .their health tolerably .on
ithe Coaft of Africa, if a proper attention be paid to their diet,
and fheltered from the inclemency of the weather ?

3 R I believe
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T believe their bad ftate of health does not originate from their
manner of living, or the nature of the food—our feamen in Gam-
bia, have generally frefh meat during the whole time they are in
the river—with refpect to their fhelter, it is impofiible to prevail
on a feaman not to expofe himfelf to the dews which are preva-
lent in that part of the world—they bring their beds upon deck,
and will not fleep under cover if they can fleep cool, and the
dews are often attended with more pernicious effefts than the
rain,

Do the fhips employed in the wood trade, ufually take om
board Slaves. _
I know nothing of the Wood trade.

Did you fuffer very much in point of Iofs of feamen in more
than onhe voyage in the river Gambia ?
I have mentioned twice that I fuffered.

In that voyage, where feven died out of twenty-one, and two or
three more on the Middle paffage, in what ftate of health were the
remainder of the eréw who did not die ?

One or two of them, who took moré care of their health, did
tolerably well—the reft were in a relaxed ftate.

Were thofe, of whom fbt’x {peak as having been in a relaxed
ftate, capable of doing their duty ?
Only taking their trick at the helm.

Did you take on board any frefh men, to replace the feven who
died, and to do the duty of the others who were incapable of
petforming theirs ?

No.

How many Negroes had you on board when you left the Coaft
that voyage ?

Two hundred and thirty-fix, or two hundred and thirty-eight.
—1I cannot recolle¢t which,

Then do you apprehend that the remaining fourteen of your
crew, in the weak fituation in which you defcribed them, were
fufficient to navigate the veflel, and to guard two hundred and
thirty-fix, or two hundred and thirty-eight Negroes ?

I was obliged to make the beft fhift I could with them—I had
no other alternative,

Were
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Were the Negroes permitted to come on deck as frequently, and
in as great numbers, as if the crew were as firong as it had
been?

Juft the fame.—I thought it prudent to get them upon deck as
often as poffible, for the purpofe of examining them, to fec they
were in health and fecure, and for cleaning the room.

Had they no additional Irons on that account ?
None at all.—I took fome of the Irons off, after they got to
{ea.

Were the rooms kept as clean as they otherwife would have
been ?

I believe they were—we made the Negro boys affift in cleaning
the rooms.

Then was not your crew, of which you have ftated, that only
two or three were in good health, extremely harraffed by the per-
formance of fuch duty ? :

The duty was increafed, but not beyond their ftrength.

Whether you have not been acquainted with inftances of noto-
rious cruelty in the captain of a Slave fhip—has not fuch cir-
cumftance fallen under your immediate knowledge ?

I cannot fay they have—fome Captains are more fevere thin
others—but it is the intereft of every man to treat his Slaves well.

Do you mean to fay, that the general treatment of the Slaves, on
board the Slave fhips, is, in point of fa&t, humane and proper ?

I can only {peak as to the fhips that have frequented the Gambia
‘Trade, and I have always- obferved that they feem to be well
areated.

Did you never hear of a Captain of a veffel in the river Gam-
bia having treated one Slave with enormous cruelty ?
If I have I do not recolleét it ?

3 S Do
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Do you know a gentleman of the name of Dillwyn, of Wal-
thamftow ¢

I have feen him two or three times, but I am not acquainted
with him.

Andd then the Counfel and Witnefs were direGted to with-
ITdWe

To report a progrefs, &c.
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Venerts, 19° die Funii 1789.

COMMITTEE of the Whele Houfe to confider further
of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, complained of
in the feveral Petitions which were prefented to the
Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative to the
State of the African Slave Trade.

C Ounifel catled in.

The Counfel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded in
‘their Evidence; and called

THOMAS KING, Efguire, 2 Merchant of London.

Have you been in Africa?

I have—I went there firft in 1766, as Second Mate of the Royal .
‘Charlotte ;—fhe was about 300 tons—we carried out the African
‘Company’s ftores to Cape Coaft.

Was that a regular Slave fhip ?
No.

Did you ftay any time on the Coaft that voyage ?
About two months,

Did you take in a cargo of Slaves ?
We took about 120—Ilanded them in Jamaica.

‘What was the number of the crew of failors ?
I believe feventeen in all,

B T What
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What was the ftate of the health of the failors during that
voyage ?

The failors were healthy the whole voyage—loft none from
the time we left London until our return to London again.

What was the ftate of the health of the Slaves?
In general very healthy ;—we loft only two or three from the
time they were taken on board till landed in Jamaica.

On what part of the Coalt of Africa did you take the cargo of
Slaves ?
The Gold Coaft.

How long did you ftay at Jamaica before you landed the
Slaves ?

I believe about fourteen days from the arrival to the landing of
the laft man.

Were any means ufed after their arrival in Jamaica, and pre-
vious to their being landed, to repel diforders the Slaves might
have on them ?

None whatever.

When did you make another voyage to the Coaft of Africa?

In 1768.—We failed from London the latter part of 1767, in
the fame fhip ;—I was in the fame f{tation as Second Mate, it was
to carry ftores as before ;—we had eighteen failars to the beft of
my recolleéion. ‘

Did you take Slaves on beard on the Coaft of Africa ?
Yes, 455 I think—They were carried from the fame part, the
Gold Coaft, to Grenada.

What was the ftate of the health of the failors during that
voyage ?

Alfo very healthy—no ficknefs on board the fhip amongft the
failors, and we loft none on our arrival, nor while we ftaid at
Grenada—there 1 left the fhip.

What was the flate of the health of the Slaves during that
voyage ?

In general very healthy—1I think to the beft of my memory we
Ioft ten out of the 455. ,

Did



[ 23481

Did you lofe any during the fhip’s flay at Grenada—after her
arrival there ?

No, I believe not—the Slaves were on board only about a week
before they were landed.

When did you fail again for the coaft of Africa ?

I failed from Grenada to the Coaft of Africa I think about the
beginning of October, 1768, as Commander of 4 thip called the
Molly, about 110 tons.

To what part of Africa did you fail ?
To the Gold Coaft, touching at America, where we took
in the cargo which was intended to purchafe the Slaves in

Africa.

How many Slaves did you take on board ?
One hundred and five I think.

How many failors had you on board ?
I think twelve or thirteen.

Did you ftay long on the Coaft of Africa that voyage?
1 did—I was very near twelve months on the Gold Coaft, and
near it, :

Was that a fortunate voyage or not with refpect to the health of
the failors and Slaves ?

Very contrary, to both.

How many did you lofe of the crew ?
Either fix or feven.

How many Slaves did you lofe ?
I believe I loft about half the Slaves.

To what do you attribute the mortality of the crew and of the
Slaves during that voyage ?

Notwithftanding I was near twelve months on the Coaft, I loft
but few, either of Slaves or the crew, during the time I remained
on the Coaft—but on the paflage my fhip failed exceceding badly,
and I had the misfortune to lofe fome of the mafts, by which I
was driven into the Bite of Bonny, on the Coaft of Africa, and was
feven months on my paffage from the Gold Coaft to Grenada—
In the time I wason the paffage I was under the neceflity of put-
ting into different places for provifions—I could get but very

fcantily
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{cantily fupplied ; and we were two or three times in that paflage
reduced to a very fcanty allowanee both for Whites and Negroes,
to which I principally attributed the great mortality both of the
one and the other.

Is the Bite of Bonny a particularly unhealthy part of the
‘Coaft?
No doubt it is—it is generally efteemed fo.
.
Do you then attribute the misfortune of that voyage in part to
the extreme delay and accidents of the veflel you have mentioned?
Moft undoubtedly—particularly fo.

When did you go your next voyage to Africa?

In 1771.—We failed from London the latter end of 1770, in
the brig called the Ferret, about 70 tons, with twelve or thirteen
men, 1 believe—went to the river Cameroon, in the Bite of Bon-
ny—purchafed 105 Slaves there, and carried them to Grenada.

What was the ftate of the health of the failors during that
voyage?
-Inbgeneral pretty healthy—I believe I loft two or three.

What, of the Slaves? .
Alfo pretty healthy—I believe four or five were loft,

How long did you ftay on the Coaft?
I believe about eight months on the Coaft.

What was the length of yourveyage from:the Coaft tothe Weft
Indies?
About two months.

When did you make the next voyage to the Codft of Africa?

In 1772.—We failed from London in December 1771, on board
the Surrey, of 180 tons, .twenty-five Sailors, to the river Came-
roon—took on board 255 Slaves—itaid on the Coaft fix months in
that river—went to Grenada.

How long was your paffage?
I think eight weeks.

What was the ftate of the health of the failors during that
woyage.?

During
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 During the time we lay in the river Caméroofi moft of the
Thip’s crew, myfelf alfo, and officers, were unwell, at one périad
or other, and we loftin the river three failors and the furgeon.—
During the Middle Paffage the feamen were very healthy.

Is the river Cameroon more unhealthy to Etropeans than lying
at feaon the open Coaft ?
Yes.

W hat was the health of the Sldves duting that voyage ?
‘The Slaves were in general very healthy—We had no patticular
diforder on board—we Ioft ten out of the 255.

Wheti did you niext go to Africa?

In the beginning of 1773, in the Thteé Friends—a fimall veffel
«of about 70 tons—there were twelve failors, I think, myfelf and
the whole crew included ;—went to the Gold Coaft—took on board
144 Slaves—ftaid on the Coaft about thrée months—went to the

Iland of St. Vincent’s.

Did you lofe any of the crew ?
I believe I loft two in the whole voyage.

Where did they die ?
‘On the Coaft.

How many Slaves died ?
Eight.

Does that include the wholé time, from the Slaves being taken
«on board till they landed at St. Vincent’s ?
It does.

‘When was your next voyage?

In 1775—from London, in the V.e:nus, about 150 tons, l?c—
tween 150 and 160 tons—21 or 22 failots, the whole cresy, in-
cluding all—went to the Gold Coalt—took 321 Slaves—itaid on
the Coaft four months—went to Jamaica,

How many of the crew died during the whole voyage from

XLondon ?
I think I loft one or two.

3 U Where
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Where did you lofe them, and how ? ;
I had no accident—I think we loft them upon the Coaft, from

fevers.

How many Slaves did you lofe ?
Ten out of 321—including the whole time till the Slaves

landed.

When was your next voyage ?

In 1776—from London, in the Harriet, of about 135 tons—
Eighteen men I believe—to the Gold Coaft—=277 Slaves were taken
on board—they were fold in the Ifland of Jamaica—we loft none
of the crew—itaid on the Coaft between three and four months,
Ioft feven Slaves out of the2yy—I take the whole number from
the time they were purchaled to the time they were aGually
fold.

In all the numbers of the 8laves you loft, have you included the
Slaves which died from the time of their being firft carried on
board the fhip till the time of their being actually landed and
fold in the Weft Indies ?

I do—I include the whole mortality of all the Negroes, from
the time the firft was taken on board on the Coaft te the time
the laft was landed in the Weft Indies.

When was your next voyage ?

I did not fail on the next voyage till November 178o—then I
went from London to the Gold Coaft in the Camden, of 335
tons, 6¢ failors, the whole crew—We ftaid on the Coaft of Africa
about fix months—purchafed §80 Slaves—went to Jamaica, all
except the two firft in which I went were regular Slave fhips—
four failors died, of thofe only two of natural deaths, the other
two by accident—we loft fifty or fifty-one Slaves, including the
time from the firft taken on board to the landing of the laft.

Was the lofs of the number of Slaves during the voyage owing
to any particular diforder or accident ?
To a particular diforder, adiarrheea,

Did they contraét that diforder on board fhip, or did they
bring it on board with them?
We apprehend fome of them brought it on board with them.

Did
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Did the diforder attack them on the Coaft foon after they came
on board ?
It did.

Woas this your laft voyage to Africa?
Yes: '

In what line of life have you been fince ?
I have been fettled in the City of London ever fince as a Mer-
chant.

During the voyages you have given an account of, did you ever
know of any particular mortality among the Slaves during their
continuance on board the fhip, after their arrival in the Weft In-
dies, and before they were landed ?

No, I never did.—As to the thips I commanded whilft I was in
the trade myfelf, and to all other thips I have had concern in, Iam
fure they never buried one per cent. after their arrival in the Weft
Indies and before their landing—I mean before they were fold.

Did you ever know of any means ufed by the Surgeon or others,
to repel the diforders of Slaves, previous to their landing?
I never knew of any fuch a thing,

During the feveral years in which you was concerned in the trade
to Africa, as Commander or Officer on board fhip, had youan op-
portunity of being on fhorein Africa, and of obferving the courfe
of the trade in Slaves?

I had frequent opportunities of being on fhore in Africa during
the time I traded there; and fo far as could be learnt from the Na-
tives refiding on the Coaft, I have had opportunities of hearing
from them how they became Slaves.

Will you communicate that account to the Committee ?
The principal part for crimes—Witchcraft included—and fome
few as prifoners of war,

Did you ever know or hear of wars being made on the Coaft for
the purpofe of making Slaves ?
No—I never did.

Did you ever know or hear of any fuch wars being ftirred up
by the Europeans for that purpole?
By no means,

Did
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.. Did you ever know or hedt of towns-of villiges being pillage
or deftroyed for that purpofe? y
No, I never did,

Did you ever know or hear of the Natives being ftolen or fe-
duced away, for the purpofe of being made Slaves ? -

No, I never did, except from Slaves themfelves, who had come
from the interior parts of the Country.

What was the account which you received from fuch Slaves?

I have heard from them, infome very few inftances, that they
were ftolen or. taken away; but I believe, when afked how they
became Slaves, that they rathérehofe to tell that ftory, than to tell
what the real fa& was.

Was the trade on the Coaft catried on with the fhipping in
fuch a manper that if the Natives had been kidnapped; or im=-
properly obtained, they wouldhave hdd opportunities of making
complaints, and being redrefled?

No doubt of it, fo far as relates to the Water-fide People.

Were many of the Free Natives continually on board the fhips
during their ftay and trading oft'the Coaft?
No doubt of it, daily.

Had the Slaves on board opportunities of communicating any
thing to fuch Free Negroes on board ?
Certainly.

Did the Sldve fhips fail from the Coaft privately, or in the
night, or in the morning, and dfter notice given of their inteii-
tion to fail ?

It is cuftomary for fhips in all parts of Africa where I have
been to give notice at leaft for 4 week, more commonly for a
month, before they mean to fail; and it is cuftomary for (hips to
fail from the Coaft in the morning ; and the reafon of it is; be-
caufe during the principal part of the day the breeze blows
from the fea, and 1t is inconvenient for the fhips to firetch off
while fuch breeze blows.—From- early in the morning until
g or 10 o'clock in the forenoon, the breeze rather blows from
the land, fometimes directly offof it—that is the reafon the fhips
take the advantage of the morning to leave the Coaft.

{Of the fhips in which you have failed, was the crew compofed
entirely
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entirely of feamen, or were there many landfinen amonglt

them ?
In the fhips in which I have failed, and in which I have been

generally concerned, as nearly as I can calculate, one-half of the

number of the crew confifts of the captain, officers, and feamen,
and the other half of landfmen—men who may have been one or
two voyages at fea, and boys.

Is that the ufual proportion en board all the African thips?
I think it is, as far as I have feen or known, nearly fo.

Did you carry from England provifiens for the Slaves during
their voyage ? %
A certain proportion is always taken.

Is that becaufe the Coaft of Africa does not furnifh it in fuf-
ficient Quantities, or for what other reafon ?

It is particularly becaufe Africa does not furnith fufficient
quantities ; and at certain Times (though not frequently) you can
get none at all—I am now fpeaking to the Gold Coaft—and for
the further reafon that they prefer a change in their food.

What are the articles of food for the Slaves which are carried
from England?

Principally fplit-beans, fome little matter of rice, and I have
known wheat taken, but it is now altogether laid afide.

Are fuch beans a wholefome feod, and fuch as the Slaves are
fond of ?

They certainly are a very wholefome food, and fuch as the
Slaves are very fond of.

Do they often prefer that food to the food produced in their
own country ? '

They do—the Gold Coaft Negroes prefer it to the Indian Corn,
which is their native food.—With refpe® to beans, I wifh to
relate a circumftance which happened to us—When 1 firit
went to Africa, inftead of beans, it was ufual to carry the greateft
proportion (at leaft two-thirds) of the white pea. It was found, on
the report of the Surgeons that they did not very well agree with
the Negroes; and we were advifed by the Surgeons to fend an
equal quantity of peafe and beans, and to have them mixed toge-
ther for their food—and that was alfo found not to agree with

them fo well as when the beans were given to them alone—fo
3 X from
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from time to time we have diminifhed the peafe, till at laft we
fend none. :

What fort of beans are they, and in what manner prepared ?

They are (I am informed) a fpecies of the Windfor beans—
they are called ufually, in the Corn Market, Tick Beans—Thefe
beans are {plit and kiln-dried, and pafied through a mill, and the
hutks feparated from them. I have heard a great deal faid of
fending horfe-beans to Africa—I never carried them—I never
have fent them—nor did I ever hear or fee what is in this coun-
try ufually termed horfe-beans fent to Africa for the Negroes,

" Do the White people ever eat thefe beans, which are fent to
Africa for the Negroes?
They do very commonly.

During the Middle Paflage from Africa to the Weft Indies, is
a1l the care and attention paid to the Negroes on board which
their fitvation will permit ?

In a well-regulated African fhip every poffible care is taken
of the Negroes, and their fituation made as comfortable to them
as pofiible.

How are they treated as to diet ¥

- Very great attention is' paid as to their having a proper quan-
tity, and that weil dreft.

Is the diet on board fhip as good as they have in their own
country ? '
© As far as I have feen of their diet in their own country, I
mean the common people, their diet is much more comfortable-
on board fhip—I mean that there is more care taken in drefling
of it, having it well feafoned, and ferved in clean vefiels.

Is their health attended to ‘on board fhip ?

1t certainly is—very particular care is taken, every morning
early, to enquire amongft them for any complaints—and again,
after they are upon deck, and their morning meal has been
ferved, that is, after their breakfafls, it is the duty of the fur-
geon to examine through the whole of the Slaves on board par-
ticularly. -

Is it the intereft of the captain and furgeon, as well as their
duty, to take care of the Negioes health ?
Yes, certainly. i

Had
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Had you an oppottunity, during your frequent vifits to the
Coaft of Africa, to obferve the produce of that Country ?

I have not obferved, in the parts of Africa where I have ge-
nerally been, any produce, except provifions.

Are thofe provifions produced in any very confiderable q'uan-
tity ¢

No, they are not—In general not fo much, over and above.
what they want, as the fhips wifh to obtain from them.

- Is there a conftant demand, by the thips trading on the Coaft,
. for a greater fupply of provifions than the Country can afford to
{upply them with ?

I think there is—and could the fhips depend on being fup-
plied with a greater quantity, they would not take fo much from
Europe.

Are there any other articles, befides provifions, produced in
fuflicient quantities to become an objet of commerce ?
. There are no other articles, the natural produce of the Country,
to fpeak of; but there is fome Gold Duft—Elephants Teeth—
Bees Wax— Gum Copal —Barwood, and Camwood —Of thefe
there are no confiderable quantities, not fufficient to become a
confiderable object of trade.

Are the manners, genius, or induftry of the inhabitants fuch as
to improve thefe natural productions, or to encourage the intro-
duétion of others ?

The genius of the people on the Gold Coaft, I think, is equal
to extending commerce in any thing that might be practicable—
I fpeak of the Gold Coaft—but they are [o indolent, that where
induftry would be neceffary, I think no commerce could be
extended or promoted among(t them.

Is it a country where a Colony of Europeans” might be fettled
with any profpect of advantage ?

On the Gold Coaft [ do not think that the difpofition of the
Natives is fuch as to render it pofiible to fettle a colony of Euro-
ropeans, unlefs by force of arms.

Is the Coaft itfelf fuch, in refpect of rivers, harbours, or land-
ing-places, as to be favourable for an extenfive commerce in va-
rious articles, if the Country could be made capable of preducing
them ?

No, the Coaft is very unfavourable to fuch a commerce—there
arec
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are no harbours, no bays or creeks, where even 2 beat can land
with fafety, I mean the boats that go from hence.—On the
Gold Coaft, from one end to the other, excepting two places,
there are no harbours, no creeks, nor any bays, that I know of,
where even one of the boats from this country could land with
fafety, and thole two are very unfafe, except in very fine weather;
—I with to be underftood, that when I fpeak of thefe being the
only two places on the Gold Coaft, I fpeak of that part where
at prefent the Englith thips have a right to go.—Befides that
under the Dutch fettlements I believe there are one or two places
where a boat may land, in the fame manner as I have deferibed
in the two places belonging to the Englith.

Are there bars acrofs the mouths of all fuch rivers as are
upon that Coaft ?
Entirely,

What nations were there trading to the Coaft of Africa befides
the Englith at the time you wasacquainted with that Coaft ?

Whilft I was in that trade there were fome Dutch, French,
Portuguefe, and by chance a Danifh fhip.

Is the trade of other nations increafed or diminifthed of late
ears?
The French trade to Africais exceedingly increafed within the
laft four years.

Have you any particular means of knowing that?

I have had occafion frequently to be in France—I have had
frequent occafions to correfpond with French houfes—and haye
liad frequent opportunities of feeing French people in this town,
who are engaged in that Trade—by which I koow it is exceed-
ingly increafed.

Have the Americans -extended their trade for Slaves to the
Coaft of Africa of late years?

Before the laft war the Americans carried on a confiderable
trade to the Coaft of Africa—during the war it was given up
by them altogether—but fince the peace ‘they have revived it
again ; and I believe at this time carry it on to the full or rather
1o a greater extent, than they ever did before,

What part of America do you {peak of ?
I allude particularly to Bofton—Rhode Ifland—fome trifle from

New Yerk, and fome little from Philadelphia—but the principal
part
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part is I believe at prefent carried on ffrom Bofton—before the war
the principal part was carried on from Rhode Ifland and New
Providence.

Is the ftate of the Slave Trade fuch, that if the Englith were
to abolifh that Trade, the number of the Slaves now purchafed by
them would remain in the Country of Africa, or would they be
bought up by other nations ?

They would undoubtedly be bought up by other nations.

Are the Slaves purchafed by other nations, either on board the
thips, or during any other period which has come within your
knowledge, better treated than they are by the Englifh ?

I have had frequent opportunities of vifiting the fhips of other
nations on the Coaft of Africa, while [ was in the trade, and I
certainly am of opinion the treatment on board the Englifh fhips
in general is preferable to that of any other nation.

Are you at all acquainted with the Windward Coaft of Africa?
I have in my way to the Gold Coaft feveral times touched on
different parts of the Windward Coaft, and ftaid a few days.

Can you fay whether the Slaves are procured in the fame man-
ner on that Coaft as on the Gold Coaft ?
So far as my obfervation enables me to judge I think they are.

Is there any difference in the manner of their becoming Slaves
in the river Cameroon ?
No, I believe not.

What is the ftate of the Country adjoining to the river Came-
roon, with refpe to its foil and produce ?

I believe the foil is capable of producing in general what the
climate will admit of.

Does it produce any articles in any great quantity ?

No, it does not—they cultivate nothing but ground provifions,
and fome little fruits and vegetables—they do not even produce
any grain there.

Is it the practice of the Captains in the African trade to compel

their Sailors to take their difcharge in the Weft Indies ?
It never was the practice with me, nor in the fhips in which I
am and have been fince 1 left the fea concerned, nor do I know
3 X it
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it is-the practice with any other fhips—it is not our intereft to
do fo.

Why ?

Bcc:zufc, although we have when we arrive in the Weft Indies
fome few men in our fhips more than are abfolutely neceffary to
navigate them to England, yet the additional charge of getting
three men in the Weift Indies, in liez of nine men difcharged,
would be nearly cqual, if not quite, to the expence of bringing
the whole nine men home, Imean the charge to the thip—I will
explain the meaning of this anfwer—The men are fhipped for the
voyage from England to the Coaft of Africa—from thence to the
Weft Indies—and from the Weft Indies to the port in England
that they have failed from generally, at fo much wages per month
—1I have before obferved that about one-half of the crew of an
African thip confift of landfmen, men who have been one or two
voyages at fea, and boys—thefe go for lower wages than feamen,
and I believe upon an average may be eftimated at 21 5. or 22s. per
month ;—admit that the nine men who might be difcharged at the
Weit Indies thould confift of afmall proportion of feamen, and a
larger of land(men, I fhould eftimate that the men fo to be dif-
charged, might have upon an average 24s. or 25s. per month—
the paffage, commonly {peaking, from the Weft-Indies to Eng-
land, particularly to African fhips, that generally fail faft and
come home light, may not reafonably be eftimated at more than
eight weeks, from the Weft Indies to England, which is rather a
long paflage than otherwife—the three men to be obtained in
licu of the nine fo difcharged, taken upon a fair and moderate
average, would have from ten to twelve guineas and ten to twelve
gallons of rum for the run home, which I calculate would
amount to the fame as the nine men would have had if they had
gone on with the voyage—I ftate this proportion off hand, as it
firuck me whilft I am giving my Evidence; but there are few
thips from the Coaft of Africa, that upon being obliged to dif-
charge nine men in the Weft Indies, would not be obliged to
take more than three men in the room of them.

In the calculation you have given to the Committee, do you take
it for granted that you muft difcharge all your failors in the Weft
Indies, and hire other failors to bring home the fhip; or might
not the captain of an African dhip, if fo difpofed, get rid of fix of
his failors in the Weft Indies, and detain the other three to bring
home the fhip ?

The captain of an African fhip having engaged his feamen for
the voyage to return to England again, the difcharging one man

in

gk
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in the Weft Indies would, I conceive, and have always under-
derftood, entitle the reft to have their difcharge alfo.

Is it a common thing for the failors belonging to African fhips
to defert their fhips in the Weft Indies?
It is very cuftomary. :

To what is that attributed ?

The principal reafon I know of is their receiving half their pay
at the port where the Negroes are fold—their getting on fhore,
and getting intoxicated—and having frequent opportunities of
getting higher wages in their run home in the Weft India thips
. and other African fhips.

Have you ever known inftances of the captains of African fhips
having ufed their men ill for the purpofe of inducing them to run
away in the Weft Indies ? -

No, I have not—it was ever my wifh to preferve them as much
as I could, knowing the additional expence, and fometimes diffi-
culty, of getting others at any rate in their room.

Is it a common thing for failors in the African trade to go fe-
veral different voyages with the fame captain in the fame fhip ?

I believe it is not very common ; at the fame time we have had
the fame feamen that have gone many voyages, and in our em-

ploy.

Can you from your experience, both in the Weft Indies and on
the coaft of Africa, fay what would be the probable confequence
of putting an end to the Slave Trade from this country only ?

I believe the fame number of Negroes would be exported annually
from Africa there now is—the trade would not be diminifthed in
the leaft—with refpect to our Weft India Iflands, I have not re-
fided long enough to be a judge how far they would be internally
affe&ed by the abolition, but they would undoubtedly be very ma-
terially affected, by lofing that moft valuable branch of the trade,
the exportation of a large proportion of the Negroes imported in
Britifh fhips to forcigners, which are paid for generally cither i
fpecie or in the produce of the Weft Indies.

Could a greater number of female Slaves be procured on the Coalt

of Africa?
Formerly on the Gold Coaft better than one-third females was
rocurable—for the laft two years I believe every encouragement
fms been given that poffibly could be devifed to procure females,
i but -
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but at prefent they cannot obtain more generally than one-fourth
—and by the laft accounts that T have feen from thence, the price
given for prime females, to induce them to bring greater numbers,
excecded by /. 5 per head what is given generally for the men.

Can you aflign any reafon for the‘fcarcity of female Slaves ?

I cannot give a fufficient reafon—but polygamy is tolerated
throughout Africa, and I believe many of the prime young females
are kept as wives in the countries they pafs through.—With re-
fpeét to the price generally given on the Gold Coaft for the male
Slaves, more has been given by forty fhillings per head for male
Slaves than for females; but the want of females, there being fo
few fold, has induced them toincreafe the price offered, witly in-
tent to geta greater proportion, if poffible, there being a greater
demand for them in the Ifland, '

Have you ever made a calculation of the amount of the value of
European commodities exported yearly to the Coaft of Africa,
in exchange for Slaves ?

No.

Do you know to what amount any one houfe feads goods to the
Coaft of Africa?

I know one houfe in London that has fent, including the value
of their fhips, to the amount of £. 100,000 in a year.—I havebeen
told there are houfes in Liverpool that fend more.

Examined by Members of the Committee.

You have faid that you had reafon to believe, that if a captain
difcharged one feaman of his erew in the Weft Indies, the re-
maining failors were entitled to their difcharge alfo—why do you
think fo?

Becaufe a certain number of feamen are engaged to go for the
voyage, and fign a joint agreement to perform that voyage.—I
have underftood that one man being difcharged by the commander,
before the voyage was completed according to the covenant, the
whole were entitled to their difcharge—and I think I have feen it
tried in the Weft Indies, as far as my memory furnithes me.

You have ftated that in the years 1770, 1771, 1773, 1775, 1776,
and 1780, you commanded Slave fhips, in which you went to the
Cozft of Africa to purchafe Slaves, and conveyed them to the
Weit India Iflands—were thofe voyages profitable?

I believe they were all voyages that a certain profit attended.

Can
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Can you ftate the average proportion between the number of the
Slaves contained in thof€ lix veffels and the tonnage of the vef-
fels ?

I have never calculated it.

Did you ever hear of a diforder called the Locked Jaw, on the
Coaft of Africa?

It is not common in the parts of Africa where I have been—
I have heard inftances of it, but it is not common.

Or on hoard Slave fhips, on their paffage to the Weft Indies?
I do not recolleét ever having had a Slave ill of that diforder
.on board fhip.

Do the Africans grow Yams on the Gold Coaft ?
Some few, at one or two particular places.

Potatoes ?
Very few f{weet potatoes.

Rice?
Nor rice. .

Any wheat ?

None.

‘What is the differencein price between a bufhel of peafe, and
fuch beans as you carry to feed the Slaves with ?

Very little—I have fometimes bought beans at an higher
price than the peafe were; but I think, commonly fpeaking, they
may be chcager than the peafe by about two (hillings in the quar-
ter of eight bufhels,

Is there any, and what difference, in the weight of a bufhel of
ipeafe and a bufhel of beans ?

I cannot fay T ever weighed them—but I fhould think there
was very little difference—I fhould think the peafe as heavy as
the beans.

Is the cuftomary allowance of peafe and beans to the Slaves
equal in point of quantity-?
Exadtly.

14 Is
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Is the land on the fea (hore of the Gold Coaft high or low ?

On the Coaft it is generally low and rocky, but rifes as you
go inland—iome parts of it in the back of the country, within
your view, 1s mountalnous.

What is the depth of water, generally fpeaking, within 100
yards of the beach ?
It is impofiible to reply to that generally—in the places where
the canoes land it fhoals more gradually than where the rocks
point out into the fea.

. What is the depth of water at the landing-places within oo
yards ?

At the diftance of 100 yards from the fhore, in fome parts, I
think you might have fix or eight feet water—in other places
‘there is not more than that depth of water at nearly the diftance
of a mile ; and taking one time, commonly {peaking, with another
the fea breaks 300 yards from the thore.—I would beg it to be
underftood, that there are particular feafons in the year, and
particular days in thofe feafons, when the fea is fmoother, and
may not break twenty yards from the fhore—there are other feafons
-when the fea breaks in fix fathom water, and in general the fea is
swvorfe near the full and change of the moon.

Do the tides run ftrong on the Gold Coaft ?

Where the fhips lie at anchor you can perceive no tide ;—upon
the fhore, I think, there is arife and fall of about three feet—
at moft I think three feet.

Do you {peak of three feet perpendicular rifing ?
I {peak of perpendicular.

Do feamen in the African Trade leave any part of their monthly
‘wages to be paid .their wives.during their abfence ? :
They do,

What proportion of their wages do they generally leave their
wives ?

We do not in common allow {feamen to leave monthly money,
only thofe who have ‘wives and families, or fome’ relation de-
pendent on them ; and we allow them, under thofe circum-
dtances, to leave from 10 to 1§#. per month,

Are fuch monthly allowances continued fo to be paid until the
thips
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thips return, or advice comes of the death of thc men, or of
their having left the fhip ? :
Always. '

If a fhip mafter difcharges a feaman in the Weft Indies, with-
ont his confent, and without juft caufe for fo doing, is he not
fubjeé to be profecuted by fuch feaman?

I believe he is; and I believe the feaman on his return to this
country will have a right to demand from the mafter who has
difcharged him from the vefiel full wages until the arrival of the
{hip in this country, netwithftanding he did not come in her.

Do you know, of your own knowledge, that fuch profecu-
tions have been, and that the feaman fo profecuting has not only
received his wages for the whole voyage, but his own expences
during his abfence, and until his return home ?

I do know that fuch profecutions haye been had in this town,
and that the feaman did recover the whole of his wages; but I
do not recolle& having heard that he received any thing for his
paflage home, though it might have happened and I not have
heard it.

Do you reckon the tonnage of the fix laft veflelsin which you
traded for Slaves according to the old or the new regifter ?

According to the old regifter, ncarly—I reckon the tonnage as
nearly as T can recolle@ what it was—the laft fhip was her actual
tonnage ; (he was afterwards meafured, and I have ftated at what
fhe was meafured—as far as I can recolle@, I have given the ton-
nage what it was,

Have you got any of thofe tick beans you mentioned ?
I have by me fome of thofe beans.

Have you any about you now ?
Yes.

[Then the Witnefs produced a parcel of the faid beans,
which were brought up to the table ; and he delivered
in the anfwer of the perfon to whom he fent for this
fample of beans, and who has always fupplied him
during the time he has been concerned in the African
trade. |

The faid anfwver was read, and is as follows -

¢ Mr.



[aese 1

¢¢ Mr. Stray fays thefe are the only fort of beans
¢ “that are fent to Africa, they are called tick-beans;
«¢ they are alfo fent to the Weft Indies for provifion
¢ for the Negroes,—If eat when green, they are
¢ equal to the garden beans produced at this time
<< of the year.
<« Horfe Beans are a different fort, and not ufed
for Slaves provifions.
¢« Mr. Stray alfo fays, he does not know that the
tick beans are ufed for any other purpofe than
“¢ for exportation to Africa and the Weft Indies.”

-

e

(49

Can you fay, of your own knowledge, whether the trade of the
French to the coaft of Africa is or is not increafed within thefe
two or three years ?

I can fay I do know, to my own knowledge, that it is very
confiderably increafed within thefe two years, and that it is now
in an increafing ftate.

Have the French given a bounty on the importation of Ne-
groes into their Colonies ? .

They grant very confiderable bounties; firlt, upon the fhips
that are fitted from France for that trade; and, fecondly, upon
the number of Negroes, on each Negro imported into their Weft
India Iflands.—1I believe there are only two or three places in the
ifland of St. Domingo where there is no bounty granted on the
head of the Negro imported—in all the reft of their Weftern
Iflands a bounty 1s always allowed.

Whether the idea of the abelition of the Slave Trade by this
country has not given additional vigour to the trade of France to
the Coaft of Africa? i

Undoubtedly ; and there are many adventurers in the French

trade who are anxioufly watching the bufinefs now before this
Houle. :

The former part of the Evidence, relating to beans,
being read to the Witnefs ; he was afked,
Do you know the comparative prices of horfe and tick
beans ¢

No.

Do
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Do you not know that when horfe-beans fell from one guinea
to 22s. and 64. that tick-beans are from 19 to 214. ?

I do know that tick-beans, at leaft the beans now on the
table, have never been bought in this town, for the laft five
years, for lefs than 34.5. per quarter; but they have frequently
been fo high as 48 5. and we have bought them at s2s. in that
time.

Have you not (tated, that the beans fupplied for the ufe of
the Negroes are what are ufually denominated on the Corn Market
of London tick-beans ? i

I have o, and I have taken it from the information of perfons
refpectable in that market.

Do you not know that there are returns publithed of the
prices of different grain on the Corn Market of London ?

I believe there are—I would be underftood to {peak to the price
of thefe beans in the ftate they are when we purchafe them to
put on board—what price they may be fold at, before they arc
kiln-dried and fplit, and their hufks feparated, I do not know.

Do you know what is the number of feamen ufually employed
in a fhip of 200 tons in the Weft India trade ?
I thould imagine about fourteen.

Do you know what is the ufual number of feamen employed
in a fhip to the Coaft of Africa in the Slave Trade of the fame
tonnage ?

That muft depend in a great meafure on the part of Africa the
thip is bound to. .

To any part of Africa, to the river Cameroon for inftance ?
About thirty, I fhould fuppofe.

May not that veffel, on her return from the Weft Indies to
London, be conveniently navigated by a number of feamen not
exceeding fourteen?  °

Not of fuch fort of men as a crew of an African fhip confifts of.

May not fuch a veflel, when light, be fafely navigated by eight
or ten able feamen and four or five land{men ?
With lefs.

Whether the concern you are engaged in have not a factory-
fhip on the Coaft of Africa?
4 A We
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We had a fhip that lay fome time longer at Annamzboe than
the would have otherwife done, for the difpatch of other fhips.

Did fhe not lie there to receive Slaves on board, for the
greater difpatch of youf other vefiels which came to trade on the-
Coaft? ;

She went out from England for the purpofe of laying fome
time at Annamaboe to purchafe Slaves—fome part of which were
difpofed of in other veflels, in two or three vefiels.

How long did fhe lie there?
1 believe fhe lay there about fifteen or fixteen months.

How many were her crew when fhe went out?
I believe thirty-five or thirty-fix,

How many of thofe thirty-five or thirty-fix died during her
fixteen months ftay. _ -

I am informed by the perfon who commanded her that fhe loft
four only in the fixteen months.

Have you not heard that wars furnifh fome part of the Slaves
on the Coaft ?
I have,

Have you not heard that numbers are folen b y the Black
People ?

I have heard fome of the Slaves who come from the interior
parts of the Country fay they had been ftolen, but I never knew
fuch a practice any where near the Coaft.

Do you not know of inftances of Slave fhips being cut off by
the Natives, both in the rivers and in the Middle Paffage ?

Certainly, there have been inftances of fhips being cut off in
the rivers by the Natives, and on the paffage by the Slaves.

Do you fpeak this of your own knowlcdg'e ?
Certainly.—Not that it ever happened to myfelf.

Do you apprehend that the Slaves would attempt to cut off the
veflel, either in the river oron'the Middle Paflage, if they were
perfedtly fatisfied at being tranfported from their Country, and with
their treatment on board the fhip?

With refpeét to their treatment on board fhip, T believe they
are, in well-regulated fhips, in' general fatisied—but there are

particular
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particular Nations who have religious Priefts among them, that
induce them to make thofe attempts, with the expe@ation that
they fhould get the fhip to fome fhore, where they would form a
little community of their own.—There are other Nations again
in Africa, who have an idea that the White People purchafe-them
with intent to take them to their own country, to kill and eat
them.—Thefe Negroes are fometimes on board the thip a confider-
able time before they are perfetly reconciled.—There are other
Nations, Slaves fold for crimes in the Country near the Water-
fide, who leaving their friends and families are for a time dif-
contented, particularly while they lic near the fhore, and do
{fometimes attempt to cut the fhip off, and by chance fucceed, with
a hope to get back to their family and country.—Thefe are the
three particular caufes of infurrections in the fhips.

As you have ftated that the Negroes are fometimes ftolen who
are brought down to be fold, can you fay that the perfons who en-
deavour to caufe infurre@ions, on account of their having been
taken away from their friends and family, have been fold for
crimes, and not ftolen ?

I have ftated that I have heard Slaves from the moft interior part
of the Country fay that they were flolen, but I have my doubts
whether that was the fa& or no; and, fo faras relates to the country
Edjloining the water, I never heard of fuch a thing as Slaves being

olen.

Do you know any thing of the adminiftratien of juftice in that
Country from which you have juft now ftated Negroes to be fold
from their friends and families for crimes?

T have feen fome little matter of it, though I did not refide long
enough on fhore to be very competent to {peak to it.

Do you apprehend that a perfon, having been fold on board the
thip for a crime, would be permitted to remain with his friends and
family, if he was to efcape on fhore and return to them ?

‘Certainly. I believe not,

Are not you at this prefent time engaged in the African
trade ?
Yes.

What became of the fhips that were run away with in the Mid-
dle Paffage, and how far from fhore was it ?

Thofe inftances after the fhips had left the Coaft have been ex-

. tremely



% 255 1]

tremely rare, and only from one part of Africa in particular, the
river Gambia and its vicinity —They attempted to get the thips,
and have generally deftroyed all the Whites, except one or two, and
thofe they kept to navigate the fhip to the firft land they could

2.

What land did they make?
I think I recollect one inftance of their having got back to their
Coaft—and another of the fhip’s being met with at fea, and taken

pofiefiion of.

How far had the!thip which got back got from the Coaft?
I do notknow, but not far—but this only from information.

Are not the men Slaves in'the Middle Paffage generally fettered
*together by the legs?

There are a certain proportion of the men Slaves fo fettered, but
not all—out of a cargo frem the Gold Coaft of 500, 120 or 1 25
may be eftimated to be women and girls—of the males at leaft
100 to 12§ are from the age of 15 downwards, thofe are never
put in Irons—and of the remainder there is a certain proportion
‘who come from the moft interior part of Africa who are quiet,
and are never put in Irons at all—Sa that at moft out o? 500
I thould eftimate there would not be more than 200 or 230, or at
moft 250, that at any one time on board the fhip would be in fet-
ters—and in the latter part of the paffage near the Weft Indies

there would not be {fo many.

Defcribe the manner in which they are fettered ?

They are generally chained two and two together, the right
leg of the one to the left leg of the other—{ome part of thofe who
arc the moft refolute and dangerous their hands alfo.

“What is the length of the ring-bolt between the fetters ?

The bolt of the fetters is about fourteen or fifteen inches long—
‘the fpace between the two fhackles might be about fix inches, but
they are not all of one length—they are proportioned to the ftrength

.and fize of the men.

What is the weight of the leg fetters ?
Including the fhackle and the bolt, from two to three pounds—

I never weighed them, but I fpeak from the price we pay for them
—our cuftomary price is one (gilling for the leg, and cight-pence

for the hand.
Are
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Are they fettered in the night as well as the day, and in the
fame manner ?
No doubt they are. .

What is the largeft proportion of Negroes to the tonnage of the-
fhip, that you had on board ?
Rather better than two to a ton,

Had the Negroes room to lie on their backs in the night in thofe
veflels? '
Certainly.

What was the allowance of water per man per day which you
took on board ?

The calculation I always made on the Gold Coaft, and that I
believe is generally made, as far as my knowledge and expericnce
goes, was from forty-five to fifty gallons per head for every perfon
on board, Whites as well as Blacks, for the paflage.

Was the allowance the fame from the river Cameroon ?
I believe it was rather more.

Are the voyages of equal length, or nearly fo ?
They are nearly fo—That from Cameroon rather the longeft and
more uncertain, but very little difference.

For how many days is that allowance made ?

The ufual paffage is from feven to nine weeks—and the calcu-
lation when made is intended in cafes of necefity for ninety days, at
half a gallon per day—Provifions are calculated in the fame way for
ninety days; and when the fhips firft leave the Coaft, for fome time,
till the time of the paffage 1s more exaétly afcertained, attention
is paid not far to exceed that allowance—but as the fhips get
into the South Eaft trade winds, after which they can calculate
pretty nearly on their paflage there, if they have not been too long
1n reaching there, they have generally as much water as they chufe,
and provifions the fame.

Is not the water as well as provifions ftowed in the hold ?
Yes,

Do you conceive it pofiible, that on board a Guinea fhip on
the Middle Paflage a diftilling machine could be placed, fo as to
;procure an additional quantity of water ?

4 B No
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No doubt it might—at prefent, out of London, in fome of the
thips that go for the greateft number of Negroes, a ftill-head and
worm is fixed to the top of the Slaves boiler.

* When you mentioned half a gallon of water a day, did you
include what was ufed for boiling and other ufes, as well as
drinking ?

No doubt of it.

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were dire@ed to
withdraw.

To report a Progrefs, &c.
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Lune, 22° die Funii 1789.

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe to confider further
of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, complained of
in the feveral Petitions which were prefented to the
Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative to the
State of the African Slave Trade.

COunfel called in.

The Counfel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded in their
Evidence; and called .

ALEXANDER ANDERSON, Efquire, amerchant;
he and his brother John Anderfon are in partnerfhip toge-
ther, and they are proprietors of Bance Ifland, in Sierra
Leone, and have been fo from four to five years.

Have you during that time fhipped Slaves on your own account .
from thence to the Weft Indies ?

Yes—feveral cargoes in that time, to Tobago, Grenada, St.
Chriftopher’s, and South Carolina.

What has been the mortality among the Slaves in thofe

voyages ?
About 1 3 per cent,

Do you mean that average from the time they failed ?
I mean from the time of failing to the time of their arrival at
the port of delivery.

What has been the average of mortality in the Weft Indies, be-
tween their arrival there and the time of the fale in the Weft
Indies ?

About 1 £ per cent more,

4 C What

-
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What time has generally elapfed between the time of their ar-
rival and the time of fale ?
About ten days on the average,

In the out-fit of thefe thips have you fent out things neceflary
to fupport the Negroes during the voyage ?

Yes, what was confidered fufhicient, with the addition of rice
which the Captain of the thip might acquire on the Coaft—and we
have always fupplied the thip with wine for the fick Slaves, and
alfo plenty of medicines.

Has your Houfe attempted to purchafe the commodities of
Africa at Bance Ifland?

We have, fuch as Ivory and Camwood, the only produce in that
part of the country fit for a European market.

Have you been able to purchafe thofe commodities in any great
quantity ?
~ No, not a very large quantity—I f{uppofe about 120 tons of
Camwood in a year, and about three or four tons of Ivory.

~ In order to induce your agents to purchafe thofe commodities,
have you allowed them any advantages of commiffion ?

We have allowed them a commifiion f{uperior to the purchafe
of Slaves—I fuppofe about three to one.

+ Does Camwood grow on Bance Ifland ?
" No. '

Have you the calculation of the average of the mortality of the
Slaves which you have mentioned ?

I have it in my hand, and beg leave to produce it ; which con-
tains an account of the number of 8laves fhipped in each thip on
the Coaft of Africa—the tonnage of the fhip—the number of
Slaves that died on board the fhip, from her lcaving Africa to her
arrival at the port of fale, amounting to 13 per cent.—and alfo
an account of the Slaves that have died from the fhip’s arrival at
the port of fale until the cargo was difpofed of, which, as I men-
tioned, was about ten days, and amounts to 1 § per cent. which
makes the mor:ality from the fhip’s leaving Africa till her cargo is
fold in the Welt Indies under 3 per cent.—This ftatement is taken
from our books, bills of lading, and letters.

Then the faid ftatement was delivered in at the table, and

read ; and is as follows; viz.
The
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The Snow Mary, 110 tons, Captain Bowie, left Bance Ifland, in Sierra
1.con River, Africa; and arrived at Charleftown, in South Carolina (the

place of her deftination) in 1785 — —_ —

The fame Snow, Captain M<Lean, left Ditto, and 4rrived at St Kitt’s,
in 1786 e - — .

The fame Snow, and fame Captain, left Ditto, and arrived at Charleftown,
in South Carolina, the place of her deftination ; but upon her arrival
there fhe found their ports fhut againft the importation of Slaves, and
flie was therefore obliged to proceed for St. Kitt’s, where the arrived in
1787, after performing a double voyage — —

The Ship Concord, 130 tons, Captain Dove, left Bance Ifland, and ar-
rived in Tobago, in 1787 P - - e

The fame Ship, Captain Smith, left Ditto, and arrived in Grenada, in
1788 — — 43 — e

The Ship Duke of Buccleugh, 240 tons, Captain M<Lean, left Ditto,
and arrived in Grenada, in 1789  — — — —_

—_—

—_— —_—

Note.—That a Number of the above, per Duke of Buccleugh, were
fickly, and had bad Sores when fhipped.

It appears from the above Statement, that there was not 1  per cent.
and not - 1% per cent.

inall not = =~ 3 per cent,

“

Died af-

Number | Died f;la;i:i ter land-
of Slaves | on the | cianq |ing. and ’
thipped. |Paflages, | pewep | before Sold.
Indies, |theSales.
157 | None | 157 3 154
154 3 151 2 149
143 3 140 I 139
262 5 255 2 253
231 2 229 1 228
373 8 365 7 358
1,318 21 1,297 16 1,281

loft by deaths on the paffages ;
loft by death after landing, and before the

— fales of the cargoes.

]

[ o9z
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Does your houfe keep faltories and warehoufes on the ifland ?
‘We keep warchoufes with goods to a confiderable amount on
the ifland—and fattories with goods on other parts of the Coaft.

Do you keep agents in the ifland to conduét your trade ?
‘One agent, and feveral clerks.

In what way is that trade conducted?

Chiefly with the Natives—by purchafing Slaves, Camwood,
and Ivory, from them, and loading our own fthips with thofe
:goods ; and when our own fhips are not on the Coaft, chartering
with others.

Are there any inhabitants on the ifland but fhofe which are
«dependent upon you ?
None.

Have you ever had it in-contemplation to raife produce on the
ifland for exportation ?

We once had an intent of fettling a Cotton plantation in the
neighbourhood, and would have tried the experiment, but were
difluaded fromit by our friends who had a local knowledge of the
country, on account of the impofiibility of making the Natives of
Africa labour ; and I am certain that we could have made a good
plantation from the land we had, and the number of Slaves we
have conftantly in our employment, could we make them work.

Was Mr. Richard Ofwald ever proprietor of Bance Ifland ?
He was for about twenty or thirty years prior to our pur-
chafe, which was in 1785¢.

Do you knew whether he ever had it in contemplation to make
any plantation there ?

I have heard he frequently regretted that he could not make
the people labour—and, in 1783, he gave directions to one of his
captains going upon the Coalt, to offer a premium to the Natives
for Indigo and Cotton; and gave him directions, that the Slaves
upon Bance Ifland who conftantly refided there might be em-
ployed in the cultivation of Rice; but it was all without any
cffet. :

Have you a.copy of the order fo given ?
Yes.

Was



262 il

Was Bance Ifland taken by the French ?
Yes, in 1778, or thereabouts.

By what name are the Slaves on Bance ifland diftinguithed ?
They are called Grumettas.

What became of them when the French took the Ifland ?

They all abfconded and went into the woods; and after the
French had left the river Sierra Leone they all returned, except
one, who was fuppofed to have died in the woods.

How many of thefe Grumettas belonged to your houfe ?
From 220 to 230.

In what manner are they employed?

A few of them are employed in navigating our craft along the
Coaft, and in fupplying our out-factories with goods, and bring-
ing back the returns to Bance Ifland.

Have you had any late accounts from Bance Ifland ?
We frequently hear from thence—I heard to-day.

Have you had any account from your agent of the fettlement of
the Free Negroes fent out from this country at the mouth of the

river Sierra Leone ?
Our laft letters do not mention any thing of them ; but other

letters have.

What do thofe letters mention about them ¢

They mention a great mortality that has been among thefe
people ; and I fhould fuppofe, that of the number that left this
country, which I believe was about 470, there are not now alto-

gether alive above 1co.

Have you any extrads of letters relative to them, and with
refpect to their conduct ?

The witnefs informed the Committee, That he had copies
of thofe letters in his hand.

It was objected to in the Committee, that the original let-
ters ought to be produced.

And the Counfel and Witnefs were directed to
withdraw.

4 D And
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And it being the fenfe of the Committee, that the otiginal
™ fhould be produced.

The Counfel were called in, and acquainted therewith;
and the Counfel proceeded to call

Captaiin JACOB LORAN, Mafter of a fhip, a mer-
chantman—has been engaged in the Weft India Trade as Captain
20 years.

How many voyages have you madde from Great Britain to the
Weft Indies, and how many from the Weft Indies to Great Bri-
tain, in that time?

About fifty.

“In that number do you reckon the voyage out and the voyage
home as diftiné voyages ?
Yes—the voyage out as one, and the voyage home as another.

What is the practice in that trade, as to the captains of fhips
bringing home all the failors they carry out ?

Very often when we arrive in the country the failors run away
from us, and we are obliged to employ others to bring the fhip
home again.

Are you obliged by the laws of the iflands in the Weft Indies
to bring home all the failors you carry out ?

T hete s an e in the ifland of St. Chriftophers, that we are to
Jeave no failors on fhore which we have carried out—We enter into
a bond, with one fecurity, in a penalty I think of [. 2,000 cur-
rency, that we will carry them off the ifland again.

Notwithftanding that law and that penalty, have you been able
to prevent the failors from deferting in the Weft Indies ?
No.

Does the fame law prevail in other iflands, as well as at Saint
Chriftophers ?
I cannot fay.

Does it extend to thips coming to that ifland from other places,
as well as from Great Britain ?
Yes.
Have
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Have you been often obliged to hire failors in the Weft Indics,
to affift in navigating your fhip back to Great Britain ?
Very often.

Did you know from what veflels thofe failors came to you ?
Not particularly—fome from merchantmen, fome from Guinea-
men.

Have you ever fhipped many from Guinea-men ?
1 have had four, five, or fix from Guinea-men at a Time,

_ Do you know in what manner the failors quitted the Guinea-
men to come on board your fhip? :

The failors in general look upon the Weft Indics to be a fecond
port of delivery, where they infitt on their difcharge, many of
them—they come on board our fhips, where we generally give
them more moncy for the run home than they would get by
their month’s wages on board the fhip they were in.

By that fhip, do you mean an African fhip ?
I mean the merchant fhips in gencral, African and others.

With refpect to what fhip, and in what trade, do you mean
that the Weft Indies is confidered as the fecond port of deli-
very?

. The African trade in particular.

If the captain fhould refufe to difcharge fuch failors at the Weft
Indies, as the fecond port of delivery, would the laws of the
ifland compel him to do {o? .

I cannot fay.

Are the failors then of the African fhips defirous of coming
on board fhips from the Weft Indies in the Weft India trade,
for the fake of the increafe of wages in the run home to Eng-
land ?

Moft certainly that is their reafon.

What wages are given them for their fun home to England?

T have known them as high as from 23 to 50 guineas, and the

fame number of gallons of rum.

Do you fpeak this of war time ?
YCS.
; What
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What in general may be the wages of the run home in time of

peace ?
From feven or eight to ten guineas, according to the fcarcity

or plenty of hands,

Have the failors any rum befides the eight or ten guineas?
They generally make their agreement for a gallon of rum

for every guinea.

Examined by Members of the Committee.

You have ftated, that it isa common practice for feamen to get
cight or ten guineas for the run home from the Weft Indies in
the time of peace, can you ftate an inftance of that within your
own knowledge ?
~I"can,

State that inftance.
In the year 1775, at Dominica, the fhip Amherft had four by

the run—I was mafter, and gave eight guineas and eight gallons
of rum.

Do you command a fhip now ?
YiesSs

Has any fuch thing happened within your knowledge in the
courfe of this peace ?

None.

Do they not engage the feamen, in every trade you have been
in, to perform the yoyage out and home ?
We do.

Explain to the Committee what you mean by the Sailors coming
home by the run, whén men are engaged to perform that

fervice ?

When we go to the Weft Indies it is a general praétice for
failors to go on fhore on our arrival—It is well known that what
the failor firft flies to is to get grog—they drink fo much, and get
fo far intoxicated, that the firft captain who is going away and
wants men, by advancing them a little money (they having run
in debt) they go along with him for the run.

‘Does

e
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Does this frequently happen before they are paid that part of
their wages on their arrival in the Weft [ndies, or afterwards ?
. We pay them no half wages in the Weft Indies, they are en-
titled to none until one .month after their arrival in the river
Thames on their return.

Do you mean that the number of men that run away in the
Weft Indies are the crews of the fhips employed in the Weft
Indian or African trade?

Men I believe run from both of them,

Do you make no diftinétion ¢
I can make none. -

Did you ever know an inftance of the bond being carried into
execution againft the mafters for leaving their men in the Weft
Indies ?

I have known the fecurity being threatened ; and I have feen

a fecurity pay for a mafter £.40 for a Man who has been
left.

Does this apply to the bond for £.2,000, or is it by any
other law ?

It applies to-the bond, which the Churchwardens threatened to
fue.

Do not feamen running away from their mafters in the Weft
‘Indies forfeit all their wages ?
By the articles they fign with us they do.

Are not feamen more fcarce at Dominica than at the older
. eftablifhed Iflands ?

They happened to be fcarce when I was there, and we fhipped
thofe people.

Was it not owing to that circumftance that you paid {o much
for the run ? :

Not altogether, I believe.

To what other caufe was it owing ?
When I fee a good hearty fellow, that I can put a truft in.in

a gale of wind, I always give him a guinea or two more than a
.man ] cannot confide in.

4 E Do
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Do you ever enquire where the feamen come from that you
have ?

I believe there was one or two came out of a Guinea fhip,
Captain Hannel—came to Mr. Vanfter, merchant.

Do you never employ thofe belonging to the king’s fhips as
well as the merchants fhips ?

I have employed them out of the king’s fhips, with the leave
of the captains.

Do you ever ferve the feamen with fpirits, tobacco, and cloaths
on their voyage to or from the Weft Indies ?

From the port of Lomdon I lay them in neceffaries—on our
arrival in the Weft Indies I allow each man half a pint of rum
3 day.

The queftion was, Do you ever {ell {pirits, tobacco, and cloaths
to the feamen ? -
. Never in my life.

Have failors frequently quitted your fhip in the Weft Indies ?
Not more than they generally do others.

Do they quit- Weft India fhips in general in confiderable

numbers ?
I know an inftance, about four months ago, that the foremaft

men, all but one, left the fhip.

Was you ever profecuted your{elf on this bond ?

Noton accountof failors,I haveon accountof a Negro—The bond
ftates, ¢ You are to hring nobedy off the Ifland, or leave any on.'—
The Negro ftowed himfelf away in my{thip—he wasnever perceived
till three days after we failed—Ibrought lim to London—tloathed
him—took him home to my houfe—he ftaid there about four
weeks, and then ran away.—On my return to St. Chriftopher’s, I
was fued for ninety-cight pounds, the value of the Negro; which
I was obliged to pay. "

Have failors ever left your fhip in the Weft Indies?
Very often.

Is it cuftomary for Gilors to leave their {hips ?
Very cuftomary.
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Do you know any reafon why all thofe foremaft men left the
thip ?
No.

If their wages, forfeited by defertion, were applied to the main-
tenance of Greenwich Hofpital or the Merchant Seaman’s Ho-
{pital, inftead of putting it into the pockets of the mafters and
owners, would defertion, in your judgment, be as frequent as you
have ftated it to be at prefent ? :

In my opinion, neither owners or mafters get any of the defer-
tion meney.

Do not the articles which you have made the feamen fign fti-
pulate that their wages, in cafe of defertion, fhall go to the mafter
and owners ?

They do.

Then how can you reconcile that to what you faid before ?
When a feaman runs away, he generally applies to a lawyer, and
the act is over-ruled generally.

When the failors run away, do you generally {hip as many in
their room, by the run?

We generally pick up our fhip’s company, if we can get
them.

Is not the fum you give them by the run adequate to what the
owner or captain gets by their defertion ?

I never knew the owner or captain get a farthing by their de-
fertion in my life.

Is not what you give to a failor to come home by the run
generally more than the amount of the wages due to him who
deferts ?

A good deal more, and a very heavy charge to the fhip it is to
have their men run away.,

What becomes of the forfeited wages ?
I do not know.

Do not Weft India fhips, homeward-bound, defire to come
ftronger handed home than they go out ?
In general they do.

Is
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Is not the whole crew of a Weft India {hip paid.their whole
river pay, with a certain advance of wages, on their Jeaving
Gravefend ?

Always.

What is their advanced wages ?

In general a month’s pay in hand—and monthly notes left with
feveral of the failoss wives, for fo much a month until the fhip's
arrival back in London.

Whether their month’s pay in advance, and the monthly allow-
ance left to the wives, and which is to continue till the {hip’s re-
turn, or advice from the mafter that the feaman has left the fhip,
does not in general amount to the whole wages due to feamen,
when they run from their fhips in the Weft Indies ?

Generally more.

Are not you of opinion that the intereft of the owner is materi-
glly benefitted by having 2ll the people who go out in his fhip
return home again ?

Certainly.

Whether thips of really equal tonnage by regifter .do not ma-
terially differ in the tonnage which they carry ?
Very much.

Whether, fuppofing two fhips of 300 tons each, carpenter’s
tonnage, confequently regifter tonnage, the one having nine feet
depth of hold, the other twelve, would not the latter carry near
eighty tons more than the former ?

She would certainly carry more.

Does the difference in.the depth of the hold make any difference
in the meafurement of the fhip?

I cannot fpeak to that at prefent, for they at prefent meafure
by two or three different ways.

Whether the mode of meafuring a fhip is not by the length of
her keel, and the breadth of her beam f
The length of the keel, the breadth, and half breadth of her

beam.

If that then is the mode of meafuring a thip, can the depth of
her hold have any thing to do with her tonnage ?
No,
Are
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Are you acquainted with the general conftruction of the Afri-
can fhips ?
No, not particularly, I never was in the trade.

Are you generally acquainted with them, or at all ?
I have been fometimes on board an African fhip.

Do fou not know, that they are generally built much fharper,

and of lefs capacity in the hold, than Weft India fhips of the
fame tonnage by meafurement ?

The Weft India merchantment are built[for burthen, full;
and in general, I believe, the African fhips are built for failing,
{harp built.

Did you ever fail in a Weft Indiaman of about 200 tons bur-
then ?
Noy none fo fmall.

What was your {malleft ?
About 320 tons.

State what was the heighth between decks, and the depth of the

hold, in that veffel ?
Thirteen feet hold—fix feet eight inches between decks, from

deck to deck.

Can you flate in general terms what was the homeward-bound

cargo of {uch a vefiel ?
When fhe was full I have had 625 hogiheads of fugar and

puncheons of rum.

Can you diftinguith how many hogtheads and how many pun-

cheons ?
525 hogfheads, and 100 puncheons of rum, befides foine other

fma}] cafks.

What proportion of that cargo was {towed between decks, and
how much in the hold ?

About 480 hogfheads of fugar in the hold, and the reft be-
tween decks, ancl fome rum on the deck.

What is the name of the fhip from whence the foremaft men
deferted, which yon mentioned ?
Captain Maynard, of Montferrat, but I do not remember the

name of the fhip. .
4 F Do
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Do you mean to fay, that 211 </ inip’s company indifcriminately
have all the monthly notes iffued, or only to individuals that the
captain is acquaintea with, and can rely upon ?

Not all the fhip’s company.

In what proportion then ?
Sometimes oneathird, {ometimes more, or fometimes lefs, as
they have wives and families.

Did you
goods ?
Never.

ever load the fhip of 320 tons with meafurement

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw.

Mr. ANDERSON being again called in, he produced a letter,
mentioned by him in the former part of his evidence,
- dated Bance Ifland, 18th July 1788 ; and fo much thereof

as relates to the fubje@ in queftion was read; and is as
followeth ; viz. ;
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¢ The new fettlers at Sierra Leone prove to be a very
dangerous bad fet of people: On their firft arrival they
aced in a very infolent manner, firft in maltreating
every perfon fent out at a very great expence by go-
vernment for to affift and keep them in order, but
they looked upon themfelves better than any White
people that came out or was fettled in the Country ;
and after they fold the tools, and every fupply that
was fo generoufly {upplied by government, to enable
them to raife produce, and fubfift themfelves in a de-
cent manner; inftead of which they go over the
Country, fome of the induftrious, to pick up poultry,
or any refrefhments, to {ell to the fhipping that fre-
quents this river, but the greateft part for no other
purpofe but to rob and plunder.—About fix months
ago one of their canoes happening to ftop at the
Ifland, infulted the doctor of a veflel belonging to
Briftol, who was landing fome goods for me at the
wharf, and with a drawn cutlafs was going to cut
him down, had I not gone down and interfered, and
erdered them into their canoe, where one Smith, the

¢ principal,
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principal, behaved in a very infolent manner, and told
the doctor, that if ever they fhould catch him at the
fettlement, they would tic him up and flog him ; for
which behaviour I told Smith, that if he ever came
afhore again, I would put him in irons, as no perfon
doing bufinefs here fhould be infulted.—On the In-
diaman’s arrival, I found him upon the Iftand, and
again making fome freth difturbance, upon which I
fent for him, and told him, that if he did not leave the
Ifland direétly, I would put him in irons; he went
down to the beach, where he took a loaded mufket,
and, in the hearing of five or fix of the Grumetters,
faid, that he would fhoot me, or the firft perfon that
attempted to ftop him ; which threat being told me,
I went down to him—he fitting in a canoe with
his mufket—I defired him to deliver it up, inftead
of which he cocked it, and put himfelf in a firing
pofition, but the Grumetters fecing his intentions,
jumped into his canoe, and difarmed him, when
I ordered him to be put in irons, where he
was confined on the Ifland for fome time. Some
others of them having behaved very badly, and al-
ways for the moft the place was peftered with eight
or ten of them, and they moftly coming on the
Ifland in the night-time, and frequently going like-
wife under cloud at night, made me very uneafy,
though I had frequently rold them they were neither
to land nor leave the Ifland when landed but in the
day-time ; which defire they paying no regard to,
forced me to ftop any of them coming upon the
Ifland either by day or night, as I was afraid they
would be committing fome mifchief or other;
which fears I foon found was well grounded, for,
on the 17th June I found on the morning that the
cloth-ftore was broke open.—Inclofed you have a
paper ftating what meafures I took to find out
the thieves, and the proceedings thereupon, to which
I refer, We were exceeding lucky in the deteting
this robbery :—I commonly walking whenever I get
up to fee what canoes are going up or down the
river to the fouth-eaft part of the Ifland, happening
to walk there within two or three weeks of the rob-
bery, twice found a canoe of the new f{cttlers, who
were concealing themielves there, as I fufpected for
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no good purpofe, as they could not be feen till we
were within two or three yards of them, or right over
their heads. On the morning of the robbery, I
happening to take my ordinary walk, was furprifed
at fecing a bunch of barleycorn-beads lying on the
ground and on looking round, found five or fix bunches
more ; upon which I got the keys of the ftore, and
found fome picces of cloth at the foot of a ladder,
and on going up to the upper part, found they had
burfe open a window, and on enquiring found a
canoe that had come down with rice.—About two
that morning faw 2 <canoe lying under the point,
the wateh faw a canoe pafs down the river afterwards ;
from all which circumftances I concluded it was the
new fettlers, and immediately fent a canoe well man-
ned with fome of our moft altive people, offering
100 bars reward, and on their finding out the
thieves, defired them to tell the heads if they did
not deliver them up, I would flopand catch every one

* belonging to the fettlement that paffed the Ifland ; on

which they delivered them up: They were a very def-
perate fet of blood-thirfty villains ; and on my ftopping
them from coming on the Ifland, they had threatened,
if they could get me in a proper place, they would
make minced collops of me. Thefe threats, and
their other bad behaviour, made me refolve to fend
them oft; and I have put them on board of a French
veflel for St. Domingo. I have fome reafon to think
that there may be fome reflections on me for fending
them off, particularly as they were fent out under the
fan&ion of government. I firft intended keeping
them for a king’s thip, but as there is but one called
here thefe eight years, and the danger of keeping
them upon the ifland, likewife their poifoning the
principles of the people of the ifland, as well as to
deter others from the like attempts, as'it was the
moft daring one that ever was committed in this
country, it was neceflary to a& with refolution in
the {uppreihing of it; for where the people of this
country fee people afraid of them, they are con-
ftantly impofing upon them ; but when they fec a
perfon net afraid of them, and will refent their in-
fults, there is no danger of their being infulted.

¢ (Signed) James Bowie.”
[Referred
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[Referred to in the aforegoing extract.]

¢ The ftore of Bance Ifland being broke open on the 17th
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inftant, upon which James Bowie, agent of Bance
Ifland, offered a reward of one hundred bars for the
difcovery of the offenders, who proves to be five of
the new fettlers at Sierra Leone, and were apprehended
and delivered up to the faid James Bowie, by their
own people, who colleéed the following gentlemen,
and fome of their own people, before whom the fol-
lowing declarations were made, viz.

John Ormond, merchant, Riopongas.

Alexander Nichelfon, mafter, fhip Martha, Liverpool.
William Ballingall, malter, fhip Lively, London.
Thomas Molineux, mafter, thip Eliza, Liverpool.
Robgrt Sterling,

George Rogers.

Thomas Brown.

And five of the new fettlers.

«« Lewis Sterling, one of the prifonets, declares, That
Robert Moore, with the affiftance of John Lenden,
and himf(elf, they fixed a ladder oppofite the window
of a ftore at Bance Ifland, and broke open the win-
dow—then Robert Moore went into the ftore and flole
a quantity of goods, and delivered them to him and
Londen, who carried them to the canoce—Richard
Bradley was at fame time keeping watch, and Adam
Sab was taking care of the canoe, employed in the
plunder.”

‘¢ Robert Moore declares, That Bradley propofed the
people and ecanoe coming up the river to purchafe
neceflaries, and ftopped upon the back of the Ifland
waiting for the tide—Sterling then came on fhore,
and faid, ¢ Let us try to get fomething here out of the
ftore,” it being then about two o’clock in the morn-
ing. Sterling bringing with him a hammer, endeavour-
ed to break the lock of the ftore, but could not.—
Afterwards Sterling went' to the back part of the
ftore, and difcovered a window aloft on the upper

4+ G ¢ ftory
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ftory—afterwards 1an to Robert Moore and John
Londen, and acquainted them that he had found
a window, and faid fomething might be done there;
upon which all three laid hold of the ladder, which
laid by, and reared the fame againft the wall, con-
venient for the window—Londen went up firft, who
could not force open the window—then Sterling
went to affift, and made a great deal of ncife with
the window, and broke 1t, but could not get the
bolt out fo as to open the window—when he went
and got it out. Sterling afterwards tried to get in the
window, but could not—he then went in himfelf, and
opened different chefts, and ftole 2 number of different
articles to a confiderable amount, until he was called
out by the others, and came down to the canoe,
where he found the goods depofited by his comrades—
then they all proceeded to Captain Thompfon's Bay,
and fecreted their plunder in the Bufh—afterwards
were divided into five equal parts, and each perfon
took his proportion.”

¢ Adam Sab declares, That he affifted in bringing the
canoe up the river, with intention to go to Tomba
to purchafe cloth and rice, for which purpofe about
two and balf gallons rum was brought with them ;
but the tide being they came at the back of
Bance Ifland ; after which four of them came athore,
he remaining with the canoe till the people returned

<« with fome pipes about two o'clock in the morning ;
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after which they went away again, he remaining ftill
with the canoe, and heard a canoe pafling with a
number of people finging ; foon the four pecple who
were out returned with fmall and the third
time they completed the plunder, and immediately
proceeded down to Captain Thompfon’s Bay, and car-
ried them into the Bufh; where, after dividing them
in five fhares, the people of the (ettlement feized
upon them and the goods, as they were returning to
their own habitations.”

¢ John Londen declares, Fe was in the canoe with
the other four, and affifted in bringing her up to
Bance Ifland, in expetation of getting rice, when
Moore and Sterling went on fhore about two o'clock
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in the morning, leaving the canoe to the other three ;
foon after they returned with fome pipes, on which
they all, except Sab, went up to the ftore, and dif-
covered a ladder on the ground, when he affifted the
other three in rearing the fame convenient for the
window, after they found they eould not break open
the ftore-door with a hammer; afterwards Moore or
Sterling broke open the window, he is not certain
which ; when the window was open, Moore went in,
and handed out the goods to him and Sterling, Brad-
ley being upon the look-out, and Sab was in the ca-
noe in waiting ; and all except Sab affifted in carrying
down the fame, and Sab receiving them.”

¢¢ Richard Bradley declares, That he came with the
others with an intention to buy cloth at Tomba, but
not to his knowledge with a view to commit plun-
der, but ftood by, and was an eye -witnefs to the
fame ; but fays, he feveral times begged of them to
defift from taking the goods: he declares, that he
had a cutlafs, and Sterling and Moore had each a
bayonet, and afterwards affifted in carrying the canoe
back to Captain Thompfon’s Bay, and received a
fhare of the plunder.”

The two following. witnefles depofe as follows :

-
-
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¢ The Governor, John Lucas, declares, That the next
day after the canoe came from Bance Ifland, and the
plunder was committed, I went up toward Robert
Moaore's houfe, who was within doors; [ called to
him, but I received no anfwer, fo went away, not hav-
ing any {ufpicion of the robbery. I did not get far
from his houfe before he called me back, and told me
he was buly within his rcom, which was the reafon he
did not give me an anfwer at firft. I then enquired
if he had nothing elfe to tell me; but at the fame
time a cafe bottle of rum was aupon his table, and
he offered me a drink of it. By the time I had made
the grog, Adam Sab, one of the prifoners, come in
likewife, to whom I faid ¢ You went out yefterday and
returned very early—where did you go " he anfwered,
He went no farther than King Nanbana’s, who was

¢ indebted
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indebted to him, and he went to recover his debt,
but ﬂig not receive it. After that, Moore made me
a prefant of a couple of pipes for my wife, and Moore’s
wife further made me a prefent of two rings. [ then
went home to my houfe after receiving the prefent,
and Moore’s wife followed me, and afked me to buy
a pair of car-rings for my wife. I told her if I faw
them I would—fhe fhewed me an odd one—1I faid, ¢ If
you will bring the pair, I will buy them ; and defired
the would leave the one and fetch the other, and
when I had them both would give her a bar; {o fhe
went away, but did not return, leaving the one upon
the table, where it remained till Smart came into the
houfe; I was then fleeping, but he awakened me;
he faw the ring, and knew it, and enquired how [
came by it, which I acquainted him. He then in-
formed me Bance Ifland ftore was broke open; that
he knew the ring, having before feen it. I went out
and informed Mr. Studdard and Mr. Cambridge.. Af-
ter the affair wes generally known, a number was
willing, and offered to affift in difcovering the offen-
ders, fo I went with fome of them, and feized upon
Sterling as a fufpicious perfon ;—he, after fome con-
verfation, came down to the place where the goods
and other people were concerned in the robbery, and
then confefled as being an accomplice. Myfelf, with
others, went into his houfe, and found them dividing
the fpoils in five fhares, and [eized upon the fame,
and delivered the fame to Smart, and all the five was
accordingly put in irons; they afterwards got out,
but was again apprehended and delivered to James
Bowie ; and the fifth, Bradley, delivered up himfelf.

¢ Charles Stadhart, chief juftice of the fettlement,
declares as follows :

< I was at King Tom’s Town ; when I returned I
was feized with a fever, which obliged me to take
to my bed. The next morning, about g o’clock, Mr.
Lucas, gavernor, and Mr. Richardfon, private fettler,
came to me, and faid, We wifh you would call Mr.
Cambridge, who with you come to me, as I with
to fpeak to you ; for Smart is juft come to me, and

tvells
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tells me very bad news, of our people having broke
open Bance Ifland ftore, and fome rings are in Mrs.
Moore’s poffeflion, who brought them to Mr. Lucas
to difpofe of; and when Smart came he found
a ring upon the tuble, and faid, the place where
that ring came from muft be more things, ‘as he
knew the faid ring to be Bance Ifland’s property ;
and directly after applied for a fearch warrant, and
affembled all the people of the fettlement, and they

“all gave it as their opinion, that it was very proper

to endeavour to apprehend them who had committed
the robbery. They all faid they would endeavour
to difcover the offenders, for the fake of their own
charaters, that it fhould not be thought that it was
a general plan of the people of the fettlement. They
then went in fearch of the offenders, and met Sterling,
whom they feized upon fufpicion, who immediately
led them to the place whete the goods were depo-
fited, where was Moore, Londen, Sab, and Bradley,
whom they feized upon, with' the goods, and deli-
fivered them up, with Sterling, to Mr. Smart—the
faid five offenders confefling, before the whole fet-
tlement, to have been guiltyof plundering the ftore
of Captain James Bowie at ﬁance Ifland, where they
procured the goods feized updn.

¢ The perfons whofe names are hereto fubferibed,
having taken the afore-written evidences and decla-
rations into confideration, it is their opinion, That
it would be highly imprudent and dangerous to {uf-
fer fuch notorious charaters to remain longer in the
country, therefore fentenced them to banithment,
being the mildeft punifhment that could be inflicted
upon crimes, which would in any other part of the

world be punifhed with Death,

« John Ormond, Signed at Bance
“ W= Ballingall, Ifland, the 26th
< Robert Stirling, June 1788,

¢ Thomas Brown,
< John Warriner,
« Tho' Molineux,
< George Rogers,
¢ Alexander Nichelfon.”
4+ H The
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The Witnefs was then afked,

‘Was Mr.
He was.

- Was Mr.

Bowie your agent or manager at that time?

Smith afterwards your agent there ?

No—he commanded one of our fhips.

Did you
tlers ?

receive any letter from him on the fubje& of fet-

I have a letter from him, which I beg leave to produce.

The faid letter, dated Bance Ifland, the 8th February 1789,
was delivered in at the table; and the following extra&
thereof read ; viz.
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¢ Illanded the two paflengers at the new fettle-
ment in good health ; they find now that they are
deceived, in coming to a country where it is almoft
impoffible for them to fubfift without the affiftance
of others. Thefe wretches at prefent can be deemed
very little better than a den of thieves, or a gang
of pirates ; there has been feveral mafters of fhips
ftopped by them, and obliged to pay five or fix
hundred bars before they releafed them; but the
moft rafcally action they have been guilty of, was
fuffering themfelves to be hired, by a trader in the
Country, for 2co bars, to go on board a craft, and
cruize at fea to take a captain out of his own fhip,
which they {fucceeded in, and brought him a prifoner
to Sierra Leone. I fhall embrace every opportunity
that offers in writing to you, and acquainting you
how we go on.

(Signed) “ Jofiah Smith.”

Examined by Members of the Committee.

You have delivered in a paper, in which you ftate your having
traded in the fnow Mary for three voyages, in 1785, 1786, and
1787, and in the fhip Concord for two voyages, in 1787 and
1788—were thofe profitable voyages ?

I thould confider they were.

Wers
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Were thofe two Negroes before-mentioned, which were put
on board and banithed, fold, or made a prefent of, or was any
“thing paid for them? e

There were five of them.—I am informed by Captain Ballingall
‘(who was one of the jury) that we received value for them ; buc
I fhould imagine we were put to a good deal of expence, from
our ftores being broke open, and the gaods that were taken away,
and the charge of bringing them to juftice.

Did you ever hear of any other of thofe fettlers bzing
fold ?
No.

Did you ever hear of King Tom felling fome of them ?

I have not; but I fhould imagine, if they behaved improperly,
the Kings would lay hold of them, and fell them tfo the firft
{hips. :

You have faid, that the fentence was banifhment, was the
meaning of that fentence that they fhould be fold for fluves?

I imagine they had no other way of fending them away, but
by felling them, as no fhip would takeithem on freight.

Do you mean to fay that the fame ;llierfons who bought them
would not have reccived them without l:naying a price for them ?

I dare fay they would have received them without paying any
confideration for them, but they would have been fold on their
arrival in the French Weit Indies.

Who pronounced that {entence of banithment ?
The jury that tried them—Dbut I was not there.

Under what government were they tried, by what authority,
and what law ?
I cannot anfwer.

Does the ifland of Bance belong to you ?
Yes—it belongs to our houfe.

Is Bance Ifland under any government ?

The Slaves that live on it are fubjeé to the governmznt of our
agent ; and there was an inftance of one of our own peoplz that
was tried for a mutiny, before one of the Kings of the country,
who confiders himfelf as the fuperior of that Ifland, and to whom
we pay an annual tribute.

Are

——
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Are there any other Europeans on the Ifland except your

agent ?
None but our agent and clerks—fometimes a doctor,

Who are the gentlemen mentioned in the paper delivered in
by you ?

One or two of them are captains of fhips—one of them a clerk
of our own—Mr. Ormond lives at Riopongas, about fixty leagues
to the northward—the others I know not.

Under what law do thofe gentlemen live ?
Under the Britifh government; fometimes fubject to the laws
of the Kings and Princes of the Country.

Do you fuppofe! that under the laws of this country, five
freemen can be fold__ as Slaves ?
I believe not—but I confider this was done under the law of

neceffity.

Do you {fuppofe that under fuch a law of neceflity a free
Englifhman, refiding in Bance Ifland, can be fold as a Slave?

I do believe not; but I confider that a Black man can—a Na-
tive of Africa can,

State the diftinéion, either in law or common fenfe, between
the liberty of one free man and another, under the Britith go-
vernment ?

The queftion being objected to;
The Couniel and Witnefs were directed to withdraw.
And a motion being made, and the queftion being put, That
the Counfel and Witnefs be called in, and the Witnefs afked the

faid Queftion ;
It paffed in the negative.

And the Counfel and Witnefs being again called in ;

The Witnefs was afked,

Have you any other account of voyages for Slaves, befides thofe
you have delivered in?
I have not.

Have
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Have you any accounts tranfmitted to you of the manner in
which the Slaves who are purchafed by your agent come into
his hands ? ; 2

They are brought to our different fa@ories, for which our
agent pays a valuable confideration.

Are the Grumettas faithful and diligent fervants ?

I believe in general they are—though fometimes we have com-
plaints againft them, and they are the better for having White
people to fuperintend them.

Have they fhewn marks of attachment, affetion, and atten-
tion to their mafters ?

They have—and fometimes we have had feveral of them come
home to this country as feamen in our fhips—and from the con-
fideration of their being our Slaves I have felt fome attachment for
them.

Who received the money for which the five perfons were fold,
and for how much money were they fold ?

I mentioned before that I was told by one of the gentlemen who
tried them, that we received a confideration for them, but how
much it was, and whether it was for our henefit, does not appear
by the accounts we have received, as we dé not receive the parti-
culars of every tranfaction, but only balatice at certain periods ;
and I have not a doubt, if our agent got the money for them, but
that he carried it to our account; at the fame time I do not think
we gained much by them, from the expences we were put to, and

the goods we left. '

What was the value of the goods taken from Bance Ifland, by
thefe people ?

We have not had a particular ftatement of that neither, other
than what appears from the proceedings on the trial.

Can you form any opinion of the value?
I cannot, with certainty.

The Witnefs then delivered in to the Committec—the fol-

lowing memorandum, by Richard Ofwald, Efquire, to
Captain Griffiths, dated 4th July 1783.

a1l “ Memorandum



-
-

-
"

-
-

[ 2283 ]

“ Memorandum by Richard Ofwald, Efguire, to
¢ Captain Griffiths, 4th July 1783.

¢« When you are at Bance Ifland, or while you remain
at Sierra Leone river, I fhould be glad you would en-
deavour to fatisfy yourfelf as much as pofiible with
refpeét to what ufe or fervice moft part of the Gru-
mettas, male and female, can be put to, befides
trade, which furely cannot find employment for one
half of them. As thele Grumettas will not confent
to go off the Coaft, it will certainly be proper to fet
fome of them to work in raifing rice, and other pro-
vifions for themfelves, and the ufe of the fettlement.
I would incline that a certain gang of thefe Gru-
mettas be abfolutely devoted to fuch cultivation, on
Bob's or Tumbe Ifland, and that the fame fhould be
kept under the direction of the agent of Bance Ifland;
but no way to mix in the trading concerns of the
fettlement. I would have you enquire as to this,
and propofe it only as from yourf(elf.

<¢ T defirc you will buy all the Cotton Wool you can
get, at a fhilling fterling per pound, in this trade with
the Natives, and endeavour to learn whether it may
not be poffible to perfuade thefe people to increafe
the culture of that article, as a commeodity of ex-
change and commerce.

“ They have very fine Indigo upon that Coaft, al-
though I believe not extracted from the weed while
green, but rather the green weed put up in balls,
and dried and laid by until wanted for ufe; when
the pradtice is to fteep the dried plant in warm
water, by which the dye is extracted for immediate
ufe, and fucceeds extremely well: you can eafily pur-
chafe or procure from the Natives a few of thefe
balls, which I would be glad to have.

¢ 1 am, &ec.
*¢ (Signed) Richard Ofwald.”

Do



[ 284 ]

‘Do you know what was done in confequence of this Letter of
Mr. Ofwald’s, for the encouragement of the cultivation of Indigo
and Cotton ?

Captain Griffiths, to whom the letter was written, could do
nothing, and did nothing in confequence.

Do you mean that the Natives would not raife the articles in
confequence of the encouragement ?
I certainly dos -

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw.

Captain JOHN MAN called in; and examined:
Captain of the Grenville Bay, a Weft India Ship.

How long have you been engaged in trade, as Captain of a
Welt Indiaman ?
Nearly 20 Years.

* 'To what particular ifland have you traded ?

Nearly 16 years to the ifland of Grepada, and four years to
Jamaica,

Was you ever concerned in the African trade ?
Never.

Have you now any concern or conne@ion with it ?
None at all.

Is it the law or pra&ice of the Weft India Iflands to which
you traded, to compel the captains of the Weft Indiamen to
take back all the failors they carried out ?

It is in the Ifland of Grenada, and Jamaica likewife.

Is it an objeét to the failors to get difcharged from their fhips
in the Weft Indies, for the purpofe of coming home by the
run ?

In general very much fo,

Is the Weft India Ifland confidered as the fecond port of deli-
very in the African trade ? \
I haye always underftood fo, but not from my own know-
ledge. : .
4 K Is
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I5 it the practice of the failors to demand their difcharge at
the fecond port of delivery ?
In common it is, and they never mifs it.

Is the pay they get by coming home by the run greater than .
their monthly wages in cale they come in the fhips to which they
belong 2

In war it is; but I believe in peace it feldom amounts to {o
much, or not much more.

How much can they get in war by the run?
It depends much on the numoer of people, and the neceffity
they afe under to get hands,

Hew much haveyou ever known given to a failor in time of
war for the run ?

- Thave gwen from iten to eighteen guineas in war time—and have
known them as high as from twenty-five to thirty—and generally~
rum, 2 gallon for every guinea.

Have you known the failors of African thips difcharged in the
Weft Indies?
I have.

At their own defire?
Yes—I have fhipped them.

Had thofe you fhipped been difcharged from the African fhips
at their own requeft, and againft the confent of the mafter?
Yes.

Has that been fo much the pradtice, that of late years 2 law
has been made to regulate fuch difcharges ?
Yes—in Grenada, about three or four years age.

In what manner does that law prevent the difcharge?"

When you enter the fhips at the Cuftom Houfe in:Grenada,
you enter your mufter-roll, and enter into bonds, one furety with
the Captain, each in £. 1,000, that you fhall not dlfcharge a fingle
man.

Notwithftanding this law, do the failors find means to get away
from their fhms ?
Very often, I am forry to fay it.
Is
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Is the temptation in th= Weft Indies {o great as to induce the
failors very frequently to defert their {hips ?

In war time it is, but I believe it has little or no effet in time
of peacz,

And then the Witnefs was dircfled to withdraw.

And the Counfel for the Liverpool petitions then propofed, That
Mr. Tarleton fhould be called: And the Commitiee having waited
for fome time, the Counfel informed the Committee, that Mr.
‘Tarleton, who was now come, was not rcady to be examined ; and
that they had been informed that there was no other Witne(s ready
to be called now.

Mt. Wildman, the Solicitor for the fame petitions, being called
to the bar, was afked, whether there was any further Evidence to
be produced in fupport of the Liverpool petitions # He informed
the Committee, That many Witnefles had been fummoned, to be
examined in fupport of thofe petitions, and for other purpofes;
but that at this time none of them were prefent.

And then he was dire@ed to withdraw.
And the Counfel was alfo dire@ed to withdraw.

The Committee was alfo informed, That Mr. Tarleton had
prepared certain calculations relative to the {ubje& of the trade
now under the confideration of the Committee, together with
fome obfervations thereon, which paﬁers he was ready to deliver
in to the Committee, if they thought proper to receive them;
but that at prefent he was not prepared to undergo a crofs exami-
nation on accounts and calculations, which were long and of a
difficult and intricate nature.

To report a Progrefs, &c.
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