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MIN UTE S, esc. 

COMMITTEE of the v.lhole Houfe to c01'1fider .of 

the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, <:omplained of 

in the feveral Petitions wijich were prefented to the 

Houfe in the laft Seffion o~Pariiament, . relative to the 

State of the African Slave Trade. 

' CO~nfel called in. 

'Mr. Serjeant Le Blanc,l For the petition of the Planters, Mer­
Mr. Heywood, S chants, Mortgagees, Annuitants. and 
others, Creditors of the Sugar Colonies, and refident in Liver­
pool, whofe names are ·thereunto fubfcribed i-and for the other 
petitions from the town of Liverpool. 

Mr. Piggott--For the petition of the Merchants, Mortga~ 
gees, Annuitants, and other Creditors of the Sugar Colonies, whore 
names are thereunto fubfcribed, on behalf of themfelves and 
others ;-and alfo, the petition of Stephen Fuller, Efquire. Agent 
for the Wand of Jamaica ;-and alfo, the petition of Charles 
Spooner, Agent for the 111and of Grenada and the Grenadines, 
in behalf of the Proprietors of Lands and Negroes in [the faid 
l11ands; and alfo, of the Proprietors of Lands and Negroes in 
the Hlands of Saint Vincent and Dominica, whofl! names are 
thereunto fubfcribed, in behalf of themfelves and other Pro­
pril'tN~ of I oods and Negroes in the !aft-mentioned lfiands;-

and 
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:1na alfo, the petition of the Council and Aifembly of the Ifland of 
Nevis. ' 

Mr. Trower, with Mr. Piggott--For the petition of the Mer­
chants, Mortgagees, Annuitants, and other Cre.ditors of the Su­
gar Colonies, whofe names are thereunto fubfcribed, on behalf of 
themfelves and others ;-and alfo the petition of Stephen Fuller, 
Efquire, Agent for the Wand of Jamaica. . 

Mr. Bond, with Mr. Piggott--For the petition of Charles 
~pooner, Agent for the Wand of Grenada and the Grenadines, in 
behalf of the Proprietors of Lands and Negroes in the faid 
Wands; and alfo of the Proprietors of Lands and Negroes in the 
Wands of Saint Vincent anq Dominica, whofe Names are there­
unto fubfcribed, in behalf of themfelves and other Proprietors of 
Lands aria Negroes in the laftl..mentioned Wands. 

Mr. Graham--For the petition of Charles Spooner, Agent 
for the Ifland of Saint Chritopher, in behalf of the Proprietors 
of Lands and Negroes in th, faid Wand. 

Mr. Thomfon, with Mr. $raham--For the petition of Mr. 
Spooner, Agent for the Ifland of Saint Chriil:opher ;-and aHo 
for the petition of the Proprietors of Eil:ates in the Weil: India 
Wands, and Melehan ts tradillg to the Weil: Indies., reliding in the 
City of Glafgow and its neighbourhood. 

Mr. Bunon --F01' the petition of John Burton and William 
Hutchinfon, Efquires, Agents for the Wand of Antigua. 

The Counfe! were direCted to withdraw. 

Refolved, That the CounCe! be again called in, and aiked, In 
what mode and order they propole to proceed? 

And the Counfe! were called in ;-and, being acquainted with 
the faid Refohltion, they informed the Committee, That it was 
their win1, that M r. Serjeant Le Blanc and Mr. Heywood, who 
appeared as Counfc! on the part of the feveral petitions from Li­
.vcrpool, {hould be firil: heard in fupport of thofe petitions. 

Mr. Scrjewt Le Blanc was heard; and caned 
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J 0 H N BAR N E S, Efquire. 

How long did you relide on the Coaft of Africa, and in what 
opacity? 

I relided on the Coail: of Africa, at different times, and in dif­
ferent capacities, thirteen years. 

Was you ever Governor of Senegal? 
1 was, for near three years. 

What years were thofe ? 
From 1763 to 1766. 

During your refidence there, had you opportunities of know­
.ing .the manners of the country? 

I had opportunities of knowing a good deal of them; I re­
fided there thegreateil: part of eight years. 

Can you give any account of the Policy and Government of 
that country during the time of your refidence there? 

I believe I can, as much as a {hanger can do in a foreign 
country. 

W ill you give the Committee that account? 
I willi to know to what particular points the Counfel would 

willi to be informed. 

With refpeCt to the Nature of the feveral Governments in the 
..neighbourhood, whether free or arbitrary Governments? 

The Negro Government with which I was acquainted, was .in 
general Monarchical-but in fame meafure mixed-not ab[olute. 

Are .there any Slaves in that ~ountry~ and ill what manner do 
they become [o? 

Moil: certainly-I have known no part of Africa without Slaves 
-As far as I have undcrfl:ood, they become Slaves by various 
means; by the commiffion of Crimes, and by Capture in War. 

As far as you know, by the hiftory of that Country, was there 
any period of time in which there were not Slaves there? 

As far as I know of any biil:ory, I do not know a time whell 
there were not Slaves there. 

B You 
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You faid, Perfons become Slaves by commillion of Crimes­
What are the Crimes, by the Conviction for which they become 
Slaves? 

Theft, Murder, Adultery, Witchcraft. I meant to obferve 
one means by which they become Slaves, which I forgot. They 
become likewife Slaves for Debt; and 1 have heard of great 
llUmbers becoming Slaves by Gambling., 

Is Polygamy allowed in that Country? 
It is, univerfally. 

Is there any thing peculiar in the punilhment for Witch­
craft? 

I have underftood that the Principals are generally put to 
Death. 

Does the punilhment extc-nd to the reft of the Family, as 
well as to the Principals? 

The reft of the Family are condemned to Slavery. 

Is Witchcraft a common qime there? 
I underftand it is a Crime with which people are often 

charged. 

Before whom were the criminals tried? 
Before the Elders of the village or town. 

Have they, on thefe occafions, a full and fair trial? 
I underftand always. 

Do you know, of your own knowledge, that Crimes have been 
imputed for the purpofe of making Slaves? 

I do not; nor do I believe it pollible. 

For whofe benefit are the periOns thus convicted fold? 
I believe generally for the benefit of the party injured. 

What is the reafon why you do not think it pollible that 
Crimes {hould be imputed for the purpofe of making Slaves? 

Becaufe of the fairnefs of the trial-the party is generally 
tried by a number of the Elders in the diftriEt-It is a public 
trial-open to every body-and the {entenee is generally with 
the fatisfaction not only of the Judges but of the Afiembly pre­
fent. 

Have 
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. Have you ever heard of the Princes going to war for the pur­
pofe of making Slaves? 

I have never known fuch an infiance. 

Have you known of any Prince -breaking up a Village for tbe 
purpofe of making Slaves? 

1 never heard of fuch a thing in Africa? 

Have you heard of breaking up Villages for other purpo[es, 
and.what? 

I never heard the term till lately, that the Slave Trade came 
to be the fubjetl: of converfation.-Princes go to war there as 
in other countries j Villages are takel!, are plundered, the in­
habitants made prifoners; and if they cannot ranfom themfelves. 
they muil: be fold as Slaves; this is all tbat I know-But I have 
-never heard of their going to war for the exprefs purpofe of 
making Slaves. 

In what manner can the prifoners of 1fBr ran [om tbemfelves ~ 
By paying for themfelves, according to their quality, in mer-

chandize. in cattle, or in Slaves. . 

Do you know what would become 01 the pri[oners of war. 
if they were not fold for Slaves? 

I call110t tell. 

Haft you beard of any perCons bavi'ig been kidnapped for 
SIIwes by the BId Traders? 

I haft: not} I do not know of fuch a t g. 

In what other part of Africa have you been betides Senegal? 
-On the rwer Gambia, at the me de tos, Sierra Leone, and 

at Bonny. 

In any of tbofe ptaces, do 1°U know of napping having been 
pradifed? 

I havc~t~wn it. 

From YOllr knpwledge. if fu<:h a thin 
"Buld it be aHb-.d to ~~1inpUnjfhed ? 

I am :.G)nfici=t it ~d not, no more a robbery in this 
OOUfttrf· 

On you (ay what is the principal (ource of Slavery in Africa, 
&hat you know of, particularly in Senegal? 

I think I have already anfwered that queltion. 
What 
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What proportion do hofe made Slaves . by capture in war 
bear to the Slaves made by other means? 

I cannot tell. I {haul not -think a great proportion, becau(e, 
in a courfe of a very Ion peace, I have found but little alteration 
ill the quantity of Slaves ld. 

Do you know whethe the people of property in tbat Cou.Dtry 
hav'1 Slaves of their own, and in what quantity? 

They all have, and fo e an incredible number, as I have un­
flood. 

Are Slaves hrought own from .the interior parts .of the 
Country for fale? 

Great numbers. 

Has the Owner of Sia es, in that Country, allY power Elver the 
life of the' Slave ? 

I believe not, except is a prifoner taken in war.-I believe" 
.in the very act of captu , he may kill him if he .chufes it. 

Who are the perfon who hring down the SlaVC$ fmm the 
interior Countries? 
, They are generally M chants trading in Sla.ves. 

'What is the extent the Country from whence .they broing 
the Slaves? 
, That I cannot tell; ough I have ix:eD. to a great eXFnt in 

the inland Country myG f, yet I have never hs:ell able ~ Qbtaia 
any perfect knowledge f the Countrios .further inland.. from 
'w hc;nce moll: of thofe SI 

, What EuroFean Pow 
you were? 

While we had Sene 
lions; Gaolbia, in like 
parts of Africa, where I 

Do you know of any 
part of Africa, from S 

I know of a very c 
N~ro Country on the 
Senegal Imd North-Ba 
the Streights of Gibral 

s traded for Slaves to the places where 

we held it exclufively from other na­
ner, .the gre",tell: par~ of~. X e Qtber 

ave beeD. was open tb all naUQns. 
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g-reat .trade carried on between the inland Countries of the Ne­
groes, about the fame latitude, through Nubia, to Egypt. 

Do you know whether Slaves are 'an article of commerce 
between the inhabitants of Senegal and Nubia? 

Slaves are the chief article of commerce between thofe Coun­
tries that 1 have mentioned. 

Are the parts of Africa, where you have been, extremely po­
pulous, or otherwife? 

._ 1 have only feen it on the fea-coan:, or in the neighbourhood 
of great rivers, and then I have always found it extremely po­
pu~ous. 

Are the wars carried on there deil:ruB:ive, or not? 
Very Ii ttle dell:ructive, in general. 

Do you know what number of Slaves are exported from Se­
negal, by Europeans, annually? 

Not more than about 1,0{)0 to 1,400. 

What is done with the perfons conviCted of crimes at Senegal, 
who are not fold for Slaves? 

I cannot fay.-I do believe, if Slavery was not a punifumertt 
for crimes committed there, that the laws would be more fan­
guinary than they are. 

Can you fpeak as to the produce of Africa, proper for expor­
tation, exclufive of Slaves? 

The produce of Senegal, exclufive of Slaves, was principally 
Gum Senega.-On the Gambia, we purchafed a little Bees Wax 
-On the Windward Coa!l:, . a little Dying Goods; and all over 
the Coail:, a little I~ory. 

Do you know any other articles or goods fit for exportation? 
Nothing worth mentioning as an article of CCJOlluerce-The 

country is capable of producing a great many; it is capable of 
producing all the produCts of the Weil: Indies-but the inha­
bitants are too indolent to cultivate it ;-nor do I believe it 
praCticable to obtain thofe products from the inhabitants. 

Is all the Gum Senega exported from Senegal? 
No-we have had trade for GlIm Senega from Portandick, 

a little to the northward of Senegal. 

c Is 



[ 10 ] 

Is there a flifficient market for all the Gum Senega that is 
produced in that Country? 

The crop's of Gum' Senega are very uncertain. - In fome 
years the country produces more than is fufficient for feveral 
years confumption of all Europe; in others, hardly enough­
but, upon the whole, the general crop is rather more than 
fufficient for the confumprion of all Europe. 

Could the trade in Bees "Vax and Ivory be increafed? 
I am confident neither of them could be increafed; on the 

contrary, if there was not a Slave Trade, the trade for Ivory 
would ,be coniidcrably Jelltned, becaufe the Merchants, in bring­
ing the Slaves from the inland Countries for fale, find it WQrth 
their while to bring what Ivory they can get along with them; 
whereas, if they had no Slaves to bring, the Ivory alone would 
not pay the charge of the journey. 

Could the market, with regard to the Dying Wood. be much 
increafed ? 

The market for the Dying Wood, on the Windward Coafl:, 
where I have been, I believe could not be increafed; nor do I 
underfl:and it could beneficially; becaufe, I believe, we have al­
ready as much as we want of it.-I have underfl:ood, that the 

, trad~ for Dying Wood. which is got in the neighbourhood of 
Angola, the Bar Wood, may be increafed) but we have already 
more of it than we want. 

Dces Africa produ.ce any Cotton? 
Yes; very fine Cotton. 

In wl1at parts? 
Both 'tn Senegal and on the Gambia. 

Is it produced in great quantities? 
Only fufficient for the confumption of the countries. I have 

attempted to get a quantity, but could not do it. 

Are you acquainted with the Windward Coafl: of Africa? 
As far as I have been upon it, which is as far as the river 

Sherbro. 

Are you acquainted with the !bore! 
Yes, as far a~ I have been. 

Is 
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Is the landing eary on that Coafi:, fo that heavy commoditie~ 
~ould be eafily carried on board {hip? 

There is no landing on that Coafi:, except within the dvers. 

Is there any river. in which a landing can be made, between 
Sherbro and Bonny? 

I believe there is no river, between Sherbro and Benin, in 
which a landing can be made with any degree of fafety.­
Between Benin and Bonny there are fome fmall rivers, in which 
a landing. I believe, may be made. 

What is the difi:ance, along the Coafi:, between Sherbro and 
BelliD? 

I cannot fay; I believe about three or four hundred leagues -
but I am not dear. 

Is there a bay or harbour, in that fpace, in which a iliip caa 
lie with fafety ? 

No-I believe not i-it is all an open Coafr. 

What is the dilhnce between Benin and Bonny? 
To the befi: of my recollection, about forty or .fifty leagues. 

And then the Counfe! and Witnefs were directed to 
withdraw. 

To report a Progrefs, &c. 



MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 

Taken before a Committee of the 
Whole Houfe, to whom it was 

referred te confider of the Slave 
Trade. 

Witnefs examined, 

JOHN BA RN E S, Efquire. 
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COMMITTEE of the Whale Houfe to confider further 

of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, complained of 

in the {evenl PetitiQns which were prefented to the 

Houfe in the laft: Seffion of Parliament, relative to the 

State of the African Slave Trade. 

C OunCel called in, as before. 

JOHN BARN ES, ECquire. again called in. 

Examined by Members of the Committee. 

Whether, in your opinion, if a Pri~ of the country can dif­
pofe of the tiody of a Slave, he has not the means, if he ihould 
prefer this plan, of requiring labour from the hands of the 
Slave? 

He certainly can require labour. 

Whether you do not think that, Ibo~ld the nllmber of .per­
fans employed ~n the cilltivation of C,otton be increafed., the 
quantity of, Cotton produced will na~ :be increafed in propor-
tlon? , 

No queftion of it. 

If a l'cuu:e of. the country fuould not be able to procqre the 
'¥c,cl)andiZCjs be wants by fclling the ~cs of men, wou.1d he 
swf h~ve a iulfi~i~~ Induccl11cnt to uire thc labour of his 
pe0S'k to fuch an e,tent as might en e bim ~o purchafe that 
me:rc~anaize wiJh the produce of labolll'? 

Certainly he would, if he could procure: that merchandize by 
tllIlt labour; bllt I am confident he could not. 

D What 
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What are your rea[ons for that-opinion? 
The Princes in the interior parts of the country, could not avail 

themfelves of that labour by a fale of the produce of it to Euro­
peans, particularly in the article of Cotton; nor do I know of any 
other produce of the ,0unt'1 that would . bear the tranfport.­
There are ~cr reafOlu: The)Jncert:v.nty f)f that produce from the 
nature of the climate itfdf ;_1 have known the whole vegetation 
of a country fweptaway in . enty-four hours by the locu!!:s . .....;. 
The government of thofe co tries is ill general fo imperfeCt, that 
11 pmprietDr Clafmot depend ' his propClrty for fo long a time as 
from. the planting to the h~r a. in many (/lfes; and tberefo!e the 
proptletor would rather bnn Slaves, or any other commodity, to 
marIut, and ~ his price, th walt for the advantage of the eul­
tivi1t~on of th~land. 

Do you conceive that th 
the Cotton raired for the p 
to the quantity of Cotton c 
country? 

fis would be more deftruCtive to 
pofe of exportation, than they are 
ivated for the confump.tion of the 

is ·a wide difference in the motive 
n plants Cotton for his own con­
importance to him whethec it fue­
s his whole {uccefs in life in that 

By no means ;-but the 
for eultivation.-When a 
fumption, it is of very litt! 
.ceeds or net; but if he rili 
particular ' Culture, then it 
failure of a emp may l'uinh ~ 

valuable to him, and the 

I...nd then the ' C Mel and W.itnefs were diret.ted to. 
wlthd.raw. 

. 'And being again cal 

Do you not think, tha 
-employed in the culture 0 

at ptefent .exported from t 
.played in the cultivation 
means of a confiderable exp 

I have many doubts w 
un. account of the uncert 
fuch Cotton could be OD 
rivers. T.he cultivators, 
country could not afford t 
ilelieve that the Chiefs of 
means. to ;utempt any fpe 

in; the Witnefs was ~ed, 

f, in adcijtion to the pr:;rfons now 
otton, all thofc:, whofe bodies arc 
country. fuould in future be erft-

this article, there WQuId not be the 
~ . 
°er the tlting would be praaicab1e. 
y of tenures in AfrieL ...... ~dides~ 
~ippe4 on the banks of navl&afilc 
I aMirve" bef'ore in. the ifiteqor 
blg it to thore rivers f Qt tIo f 

If ~Quntry could be induce • anY' 
of induftry. 

Whether 
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Whether the uncertainty of tenures could poffibly aff'et!: the 
culture of Cotton, by the Slaves of the Prince, on the lands of 
the Prince? . 

I cannot well anfwer the qudl:ion.-I do not know precifely 
what the lands of the Prince are. In the town where the 
Prince lives, the circumjacent lands are cultivated for the ufe of 
the town at larg~; each inhabitant has his little difirit!: for 
the produce of his Grain, or Cotton, or Tobacco, or what he 
has occalion to plant on it. This extends but a very little way 
from the town. The Prince, I conceive, could not deprive the 
inhabitants of that benefit; and if he or any of his fuhjeCts were 
to carry, their plantation to a more remote difiance, I do not 
believe his property would be fecure. 

Do YOLl mean to fay, that the Prince of tbe country neither 
does or can appropriate to his own LIfe any part whatever of the 
lands of the country, for the purpofe of thofe lands being culti­
vated bv his own Slaves? 

That is a que £lion I cannot anfwer-as I have never known an 
infiance of the attempt-further than in the In£lance which I 
have jufi now mentioned; but I do believe he could not-for 
that is an appropriation which I believe could only be praCtifed 
in a more civilized country. 

As you have £lated that the inhabitants of the towns have 
each of them their refpeCtive allotments of land, what reafon 
can you affign for the Sovereign of the country not being able 
to do that which you defcribe as invariably done by many of his 
fubjeCts ? 

It is only nece/Tary to explain, that that divifion is only a 
divifion for the crop, .and goes no further-The cultivator has 
no further right to the land after he has taken the crop off-The 
divifion may be different next year-He may neither have the 
fame land nor the fame quantity of land. 

Is the Committee then to underi1:and that the property is fe­
cured till the crop is taken off the ground? 

So far as property can be, in a very loofe and in a very im­
perfet!: government. 

Is not theft punilhed with great feverity in Africa? 
Generally by fine, as far as the value of the per[on of the 

ili~ . 

Do 
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Do you recolleCt that you yourfelf fiated the crime of theft 
as one of thofe offences for which the Africans are cQndemned to 
Slavery? 

Mofi certainly I did. 

Do not you imagine, that if the number of perfons nowem­
ployed in colle~ing Gold-dufi {bould be increafed, the quantity 
of Gold-dufi fa collected would alfo be increafed in proportion? 

No doubt it would-but that is a fpecies of indufiry thai: is 
not always in the power of the parties.-The mines in Africa. 
as far as I have heard any thing of them, are always confidered 
by the Natives as a depofit of facred treafure, to be had recourfe 
to only upon particular occafions. 

Do you fpeak generally of all the mi nes of Africa-thofe upon 
the river Niger-thofe in the kingdom of Wangara-and thofe 
that are underfiood to {upply the Coafi of Guinea ;--or whether 
you fpeak of fame one particular mine, which you conceive to be 
th us facred? . 

I have not heard of any mines;except in two particular nations 
of Africa-the country of Bambarena, and the country of Galam. 
In the country of Galam. I know for a certainty, that what I fay 
is fact-and I have underfl:ood the fame- in Bam barena.--I know 
there has been Gold, in confiderable quantities, obtained on the 
Gold Coafi of Africa-but I never heard of a certainty of any 
mines there. 

W11at are the thefts, and on what fpecies of property have you 
known them to be committed? 

Merchandize of Europe, Grain, Cloth, Cattle, and other 
property of the country. 

How is the Cloth of the country manufactured? Whether by 
e.lch individual for his own ufe, or to be brought to market for 
{ale ? 

The women generally anlule themfelves with fpinning-(I am 
fpeaking only of the country between the river Gambia and Sene­
gall-there are Vv'eavers by profefiioil, who are hired to weave 
doth. 

Are there any orier handicraft trades carried on by the l'iatives, 
for. fllrnilhing houfes, or utenfils ? 

I haveknqw.n of no other. except a very coarfe Smiths work­
who manuf.lctures a kind of hammer and adzes for the commoll 

fervices 
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fervices of the country-and likewife makes gold ear-rings for the 
.kldies. 

The materillls for building ho~lfes, what are they? 
The houfes are built, in fOllle parts, of reed s-in others, 

with mud "; agd all covered with thatch. 

Is there no ' gradation or middle rank between the Prince an d 
thofe who work, and who are kept without labour? 

" Yes; there are Nobility-and Free people of condition, who 
'have Slaves. 

How long did you relide in Africa ~ 
Thirteen years. 

In the courfe of thofe thirteen year-s, did you perceive no al­
teration in point of civilization among the natives? 

Not the Jeaft. 

What, in your mind, appears to he the obftrutl:ions "to civi­
.Iization'? 

It is very difficult to anfwer that .queflion-LThe fame obftruc­
-tions as thof(; which operate .to ,prev.ent.it among the Savages of 
.Ametica. 

Was you ·in Africa at ihe ·time ofthe late American war? 
No; but I was .there at the time of the former war. 

At that time, was the ,demand for Slaves eaual to what it has 
been in times of peace? Was there a 'ready f~le for Slaves, l!nd 
were they brought down in any quantities? 

The 'trade was naturally checked by the war-T,he !hips did 
not arrive in fuch numbers. 

Was the price of Slaves, in conCequence of that, lowered? 
Generally. 

Was the glut fo great as to occafion any other employment to 
be fought for for the Slaves, or were they devoted to other pur­
,poCes ? 

I have always undcrftood they were diverted to other chan­
.nels. 

To what other channels? 
,For fale. 

E Where ( 



[ 17 } 

Where? 
To North Barbary, Egypt, and the Eafiern Coafi of Africa. 

Was there any attempt to employ.them in cultivation or ma­
nufatl:ure? 

I never heard of fuch a thing,; nor do I believe there was. 

Have you been in Africa fince the lafi war in America? 
Not fince 1766. 

Do you mean, when YOll flate that for theft they were fined to 
:the extent of the value of their perfons, that they mufi be fold 
-as Slaves, unlefs they could difcharge the fine? 

Certainly.-I beg leave to fay further, that the fine fometimes 
exceeds the value of a Slave-to ten or twenty Slaves. which they 
are bound to find, or otherwife to go into Slavery themfelves. 

In what manner is the trade for Slaves carried on on the Coaft 
by the Captains of the Slave /hips and the natives; is it clandef .. 
tin ely or openly? 

Openly always. 

Was you acquainted with the ftate of the health of the crews 
on board the Slave {hips on the Coafl:, and of the crews on board 
the King's {hips, whilft you was there? 

I had an opportunity of feeing a good deal of them. 

State your obfervations on that fu bjetl: ? 
The firft three years that I was at Senegal, there were two King's 

-{hips fiationed there; the mortality on board thofe {hips was very 
terrible, infomuch that they were obliged at laft to man them 
chiefly with Negroes. In the Merchant {hips (which trade for 
Slaves or other goods) I have always obferved the mortality 
greater in thole /hips that went up the river, and more particularly 
immediately after the rainy feafon; but on board the {hips trad­
ing on the open coafi, I have obferved them generally as healthy 
as other {hips between the Tropics. I fpeak of the King's {hips 
only in the three firft years; but of the other {hips I fpeak ge­
nerally. 

How are the perfons, retained in flavery on the Coafi of Africa, 
treated by their maIlers? 

In zeneral pretty well. 

Whether~ 
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\V11ether, if they commit any fault, or are negleCl:ful in the du­
ties they are employed in, they are punifllcd at the mere difcretion 
of their Mal1ers, and in what manner? 

For a flight offence they are puniilied at the difcretion of thei~ 
mal1:er, with ftripes generally-for more weighty crimes. generally 
with the approbation of their fellow-fervants ; and the punifllment 
is, generally, being fold as Slaves. 

Then. for weighty crimes, the Slaves cannot be puniilied merely 
at the di[cretion of their Mal1:ers ? 

I am fpeaking of the pratt ice- I do not fay the Mafier has not 
a right to do it- but this is the praCl: ice, and I believe it to be a 
practice more of prudence; becaufe, if he were to treat his Slaves 
in any arbitrary or cruel manner, he would lofe them by defertion. 

Are the Slaves allowed to marry, and in what manner are the 
children of Slaves treated by the M~ l1:ers ? 

They are allowed to marry, but always with the approbation 
of the Mailer-the children are in general well treated. 

You faid, you thought the wars in Africa not deflruCl:ive; Why 
do you think fo ? 

I have underl100d fo always from the Natives themfelves. 

In what manner are the wars carried on, and what weapons are 
u[ed? 

A very irregular war; what is called Bu{h-fighting. In the 
lower parts of the country, about ISO leagues inland, the wea­
pons are fire-arms and fwords; beyond that, they ufe bow~, and 
every where the javelin is much in u[e. 

From what country are they fupplied with fire- arms and 
[words? 

By the Europeans, on the \Veflern Coail, and by the Moors, t<:> 
the Northward. 

From what part of Europe are they chiefly fupplied ? 
From England, France, and Holland, and fame from Portu­

gal. I believe, and Denmark-from all the Europeall nations 
trading there. 

You [aid many Slaves were fold to North Barbary: What is the 
Dil1:ance between that Country and North Barbary? 

I think I flated that a confiderable trade is carried on between 
North Barbary and the countries Eaftward of Senegal and the 

Gambia; 
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Gambia; but not from the particular country w11ere I refided . 
,The di!l:auce from Senegal to the, inhabited part of North .Barbary 
.is about ten degrees. 

Are Slaves foM and fent that dill:ance of ten degrees? 
The inhab itants of North Barbary come into thofe eountrics 

and purchafC! them, and carry them that difiance back again .. 

Arc they not conveyed through a great tract of uninhabited 
cOllntry? . 

A great part of that diflrict is uninhabited-a defart. 

How are they found with provifions and necelfaries on that jour­
ney> 

They carry provifions with them-even water. 

What is the difiance from the part of the .country where the 
Slaves arc fold to Egypt? 

I cannot tell. 

Do you not fuppofe it mutt be at Ieafi two thoufand miles? 
No-I do not conceive it to be half the difl:ance from the 

Upper Egypt. 

. Are Slaves, who are the property of an African Matter, never 
fold but for crimes? 

I believe never ;-if it is meant Houfe SIav.es, the Slaves of his 
family-never. 

Is the transfer from African to European llavery .confidered as 
a fevere punilhment by the inhabitants of that country? 

I fpeak of the Houfe Slave-I willi to make a difl:inction­
if the Slave has been acquainted with Europeans, as tbore near 
the fea-coaft, who are in the habit of feeing Europeans, they do 
not conceive it to be a hurd/hip; they know where they are going.,. 
and for what purpofe ;-the only hardlliip is, in cafe they have a 
family, in being feparated from them ;-but thofe from the in­
terior parts of the country are naturally terrified in being put 
into the hands of a people of a different colour, whofe character 
they are not acquainted with; ;:.nd being ignorant of the pur­
pofe for which they purchafed them. 

'If the being fold to Europeans is not conlidered as an hard,. 
/hip. has the dread of fuch Cale any effeCt towards the preventing 
crimes? 

Only 
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.. Only where they have a family, and the confeqllent ihamc 
"attending being tranfported.-l mean frill further, that thouglit 
they do not dread it, it is frill a punifhmeot, though they are .not 
afraid of it. 

Are they, in general, capab1e of frrong domell:ic attachment t 
I .do not think, in general, that dOluefric attachments are f. 

ll:rong, as where polygamy is not allowed. 

If. the Slave Trade to Africa were to be aboliilied by the Britifh 
LegiOature, could the African Princes be fupplied with European 
commodities through any other channel? 

By other Europeans carrying on the trade - no doubt they 
might. 

While the pollibility of' acquiring European commodities in 
exchange for Slaves, through any channel, is left open, would the 
African Princes be induced to acquire thofe articles by c@mmodi­
ties raifed by the improved induary ef their [ubjects ? 

I do not believe they would. 

You have faid, that the fine is fometimes equal · to twen ty or 
-thirty fiaves.-How does he get thofe Slaves? . - ' < ,. . 

He is fometimes a man of great opulence, and capable of paying " 
three times the value of thofe Slaves.-A man may be worth one 
thoufand Slaves, and fined to the amount of tweoty or thlirty; yet 
.he has an option of paying the price in Slaves, or the value of 
Slaves. 

You have ll:ated an inltance where the King's {hips were chiefly 
manned by Negroes.-Ho",: did the Captains get thofe Negroes? 

I fpeak chiefly of the King's {hips aationed at Senegal-in the 
Wand of Senegal there are a great number of inhabitants poffdfed 

-of Slaves, which they let out to hire for the fervice of the Port, 
or of !hipping-it was with thofe Slaves chiefly that the King's 
Jhips were manned. 

Whether your evidence in general is confined to Senegal, or 
·extends to other, and what, parts of Africa? 

In particular parts of it, when I mentioned Senegal, it relates 
'to that only.-In my general evidence, where I have Ilot ditlin­
guifhed the difirict, my meaning has gone as far as I have been 
·on the Windward Coafi-as far as the river Sherbro. 

·F How 
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How long did you refide in other parts of Africa, befides 
Senegal? 

I have been employed in voyages to other parts of Africa for 
five Years i-eight in Senegal i-in all thirteen. 

What number of Slaves, exporte'd from Senegal, are natives of 
that coaft, or are brought from the interior country. 

Nearly about one half each. 

Whether the evidence vou have {!iven of the mode of their 
becoming Slaves applies to' the interi~r countries. 

What has happened in the making of Slaves in the lower part 
of the country, has happened more compleatly within my own 
knowledge.-VVith regard to the making Slaves in the interior 
country, I could only have it from h\:arfay. , 

Can you fay any thing with regard to the mode of making 
Slaves in the interior country? 

I have told the Committee that I have underftood the mode of 
making Slaves in the interior country is the fame, but I have it 
not from my own knowledge. 

From whom have you learnt it? 
From the mofl: refpectable travellers through thofe countries. 

Whether thofe travellers have given you any, and what, in­
formation of the government of thofe countries? 

I do not recollett any thing particular. 

Did you underftand from them what proportion of the Slaves, 
brought from the interior countries, >qere convitted of crimes? 

I never made the enquiry. 

Did you underftand from them in what manner the perfons 
fold for crimes were convicted-what form of trial was u(ed ? 

I have always underftood from them that the mode of con­
vicrion has 'been generally as I fiated it. 

Then is the Committee to underfiand. that, though thefe per­
fons have given you no information of the government of thofe 
cOllntriesj yet that they have explained to you the forms' of judi­
cature ufed there? 

I willi it to be underftood. that I have not underftood from 
thofe travellers any information ref petting the governr.Jent of thofe 

countries, 
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countries, materially different from the countries nearer the fea­
coaft, with which I was myfelf acquainted. 

Did you learn from thofe pereons what was the form of go­
vernment in the interior countries r 

I did not make a particular enquiry refpecting the form of go­
. vernment of the interior countries. 

Can you then undertake to fay by whom perfons accufed of 
.crimes in the interior countries are tried? 

Yes, I do fay I have underftood they were tried by the Elders, 
as in thofe countries within my OIm knowledge. 

C an you undertake to fay that there are no unjuft convictions 
in that country? 

No-I cannot. 

Can you undertake to fay that the greater part of the convic­
tions in that country are not unjuft? . 

I do believe they are not ;-1 believe juftice in general is fairly 
adminifiered there. . 

On what grounds do you believe this? 
I think I flated that lail: night-I faid, becaufe trials are gene­

rally by a number of the Elders of the difirict-that the trial is 
open-and, that the Judge has no advantage in the illue of it. 

Then, is the Conunittee to underftand, that you have been told 
by thefe travellers that trials in the interior countries are al ways 
before the Elders of the difirict-that the courts are always open 
-and, that the Judges, in the interior countries, have no profi t 
from the conviction? 

I have underfiood fo. 

Whether, when you reuded in other parts of Africa, you had 
communication with travellers, who gave you information of the 
interior countries from which the Slaves who were fold were 
brought? 

No; only in the Senegal and in the Gambia-but the interior 
countries, from whence I have had this information, I conceive to 
be the fame countries as. thofe which furniili Slaves to other part~ 
of the Coafi of Africa, as far as the Bite of Benin. 

Can you ftate what thofe interior' countries are, by name or 
fituation, to which the information of thofe travellers appli'es ? 

I enn 
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I ~an Rate t'he names of I ?fi~ipal part 9£ tJaema ~ ;bat it is 
impoffible to fiate their exteJ1 f)f fitsaf!ion. 

State their names ? 
Countries Qf Bamberena, 

Whether thore travellers wtlM~~IIIlDS ... lI_esd" Afriea? 
,Natives of Africa, 

~ave you learnt from thC. blleJ:lars ~r 1aY",.wi wlJst. 
'proportion <i/f die 8laYes tbmfe cQlJfltJ!ieJl halle been 
priloners taken in war? 

I have underfiood that 
. ~;ar, but whitt proportion 
llor do I 'believe [he people 

\Vhether thore travellers 
-whi.c1i W9rS 1'I'll~ bem -made 

No; no particularcaufes. 

of tnem are prifoners taken in 
I bevc nat beau.able t~ ..b:aro.. 

capable of informing JJle. 

explained. to rou the .caufes fur 
amntryf 

e Have they 'told you 
'Slaves are perfons kidnapped 

No, they never told me anj.-.lCil 

D9 the eaufes ~ mcmtiiotL_Rich 
artides of ¥t<>vifion. apply 
fpeak, or only to Senegal >? 

'IJtey apply fO the coun 
Oafl'l'bia, Qnd wflth!e·C;otill-tri<iIS 

'W'h~her Rille Wl t'r~clUG&l 
you fpeak? 

A little Rice is produced 
jufi alluded to. but more 
river Shei-oro, 'fo [;if an 

Have yoo ervor lIeud, 
,been purchaied by Britlfh 

1 have 
tradiflg on ~r~'i~:d~;;i'(~ 
"'ety d~cillt t@J get II 
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Do you know in what manner the Gold-dufi, purchafed by 
Europeans, is colleCted? 

When there is any Gold purchafed by Europeans, which i ~ 
very little, it is colleCted in the mineo, in the Mine countries, as 
I have already fiated-and lIpon the Gold Coart (there I (peak 
only from information) I under!l:and it is colleCted by walhin o­
the fands in rivulets on the fea-Ihore, and from the torrent~, j~ 

. the rainy feafon, running from the hills. 

Do vou know to whom the mines, in the Mine countries, 
. belong '? 

They are underfiood to belong to the dill:riCt in which they 
~re fituated, under the controul of the Prince and the Priefl:. 

Do you know what articles we give in exchange for Gold-dufl: ? 
In the rivers Senegal and Gambif,i, I have not known any Gold­

duft purchafed for many years-on· the Gold Coaft, I underfiand , 
it is purchafed for European and Eall: India commodities; but the 
Gold, the produce of fuch purchalre, is always expended again 
in the !hip's commerce on the coall. 

Do you know,. when the Gold-dhft is fo pur.chafed, to whofe 
vfe the commodities fo given in exchange for it are applied ? 

To the ufe of the vender, I believe. 

·Who then is the vender or proprietor? 
The native African. 

What defcription of native Afric~? Is it the Prince, or the 
Prieft, or for the difl:riCt in general? 

.l fear I have not been fufficiently clear, or the honourable 
Member has miftaken me.-When {poke of the mines, I told 
the Committee, they were the property of the diftrid in which 
they ar.e iituated-under the controul of the Prince and the 
Priell-That thofe mines, I faid, in a former part of my evi­
dence, were fituated weft and eafl: of the rivers Senegal and Gam­
bia-I am now fpeaking of the Gold colleCted upon the Gold 
Coaft. . 

When the Gold from the Mine country is fold, to whom be­
long the commodities which are given in exchange for it ? 

It is neceffary.firft to obferve. that when the Gold is collected 
in the mines, it is diftributed to tho dHferent people working for 
it-the Prince has a alare; the Clergy have a !hare j and the 

G labouring 



[ 25 ] 

. .labouring workman has the remainder-Then, whoever fells hi's 
ih:ue, it is his own property what he receives in exchange. 

Then are the Committee to underll:and, that (the hire of the 
l.lbotlrers being paid) the mines are worked partly for the profit 
of the Prince, and partly for the profit of the Priefi ? 
. The labourer's profit is not a profit of hire; it is a profit of 
riique-if his labour is attended with fucceIs, the Prince, and 
the Clergy, and himfelf, are all gainers by it. He works in like 
r .. lanner with the Spanin) Miner in Peru, for as long as he is al­
lowed to work. 

Did not you fiate that the mines were a facred depolit, not to 
be touched but in cafes of emergency? 

Yes. 

Are then the Prince and the Priell: the judges of this emer­
gency? 

I underfiand the Priefi always, and of the quantum of it, how 
long they are aIlowed to work. 

Did not you fay before, that in a former war, when the de­
mand for Slaves was leffened, the Slaves were not turned to the 
articles of production? 

Yes. 

Was there at that time any increafed demand for articles of 
African produce, or was not the demand for articles of produce 
lefitned by the fame caufes which leffened the demand for 
Slaves? 
. During the war, the trade with Africa was altogether leffened 

in point of number of ihipping; but with refpect to the demand 
for African commodities, not Slaves, that has been always very 
great: in the poorefi fiate of the trade, infinitely greater than 
the fupply. 

State particularly in what commodities? 
Gold, Bees-wax, Ivory, and Cam- wood. 

How are the domeflic Slaves employed? 
I think I fiated that [orne individuals were poffeffed of an in­

credible number of domeftic Slaves-they are employed in the 
:various articles of il11and commerce and agriculture. 

Whether 
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Whether the pri{oners taken in war would be employed In 
raifillg Cotton, if they were not {old to the Europeans? 

I am confident they would Ilot. 

Whether per{ons convicted of crimes would be employed m 
railing Cotron, if they were not {old to the Europeans ? 

I do not believe they would. . 

Do vou think more Cotton would be rai{ed by putting a itop 
to the Slave Trade r 

I do not believe it would make any diiference in the induitry 
of the inhabitants. 

Are there any public roads in that country? 
None. 

Are there any hor{es ? 
Between Senegal and Gambia many, and to the northward­

but they are never u[ed either for draught or burthen. 

If they grew large quantities of Cotton, could the Cotton be 
conveyed down to the !hips? 

Only what grows on the borders of the great rivers; none other 
-land carriage is totally impracticable. 

Does any Rice grow {outhward of the Windward Coait? 
I have never heard of any. 

In what manner are the Slaves belonging to Negro Mafie~s, in 
Senegal, fed? 

In Senegal and Gambia they are very well fed (excepting in 
years of famine) with corn, flefh meat, and fifh. 

How many hours in the day are they worked? 
They are not worked for any regular time • . 

Is their labour confiant? 
No. 

Is it carried on under the whip? 
Never. 

'You {aid that {orne of the ~ing's /hips, fiationed oifSenegal, were .. 
very unhealthy-:..what were the names of the ihips ? 

. . One 
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. One called the a bufs-another called the Union 
Hoy, to the beft of my rjjPll,eCtiioD.--:-li.P4 anothec,caIJc:d thc.Goree 
Sloop. 

.. In what year did thalt.lijWpc:n 
In 1758 and 1761. 

Were they in the ri·.ver'.\flel~al, 
The bufs and 

the 'floop on the 'LUillL--' 

~~n~gal, is in faCt being 

You faid, there was 
Bite of Benin-is the 
within that diftance? 

To the beft of my 
within that difiance ; 
is no convenient 
1:lOding of merchandize, 
great danger. 

Is lhere any traae for 
I Yes, a great peal. 

How arc: the Negroes 
landed, in exchange for 

I have underfiood 

.Does .nat the fpace 
Gold Coaft? 

The whole of it. 

Are there not many 
Several. 

Is there not.fafe 
I have underfteod 

lreamy. as ~ MB8 DO 

th~te~~'-G~~~~'~~~:: ~ 
~ that, iiI 1'QIl 
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From the beft information of many navigators with whom I 
:have converfed. 

Have you ever heard of any {hips being loft, on the Gold Coa11:, 
by firers of weather? 

No; for the plaineft reafon in the world-becaufe the wind is 
always along !hare or off !hare. 

Cannot !hips put to fea at pJeafure, on any pa·rl of the Coa1l: f 
Certainly; for the [arne reafon. 

Is not Senegal now in the hands of the French-and whether 
-;the Briti!h have any accefs to it ? 

I believe it is in the hands of the French, and we have no ac~ 
cds to it. 

Is not a11 you bave faid of the Gold Coaft entirely from infor­
mation, and not of your own knowledge? 

It is; and I have always ftated it fo. 

Whether, to your knowledge; the Tetanus, or locked jaw, pre­
vails on the Coaft of Africa? 

I ha\te not feen an inftance of it. 

Can you fay why a lefs number of Female Slaves, than Male 
Slaves, are fent out of Africa? 

It is a queftion that requires fa much to be faid in anfwer to it, 
that I would wi!h to refer to what I have faid in anfwer to that 
queftion before the Committee of Privy Council. 

Whether, frorn your own knowledge, no perfons are fold for 
Slaves, on the Coafi, but fuch as are priloners of war, or have been 
conviCted of crimes? 

I have not, within my own knowledge, kn~n of any fold on 
the Coaft. except on tbofe accounts, or for debt. 

By what means a perCon paying the nne of Twenty Slaves of his 
own, for a theft committed by him(elf, communicates the guilt of 
that theft to thofe twenty Slaves, fa as to make them proper objeCts 
of the European m~rket, conformably with your own fiatement 
of the laws of the country? 

I think I {bted, that perlons conviCted for crimes were fubjeCt to 
a penalty of one, or two, or as far as Twenty Slaves-that he mn(l: 
either pay thofe Slaves or be fold himfelf for a Slave-that he pays 
thofe ~laves either in Slavc:s, or in the nlue of thofe Slaves; if-rll 

H Slaves, 

• 



Slaves, I don ' t fuppofe he impofes any guilt upon them; they are 
his property; he pays bis debt, .or he pays his penalty with it. 

, Are theee then any other cauIes" befides Crime or Debt, that will 
jufrify felling perfons as Slaves to Europeans? 

. I know of no other caufe than thofe I have already fiated; but, 
with fubmiffion, I conceive thofe perfons are already Slaves, before 
,the perfon paid his penalty with them, owing to fome of the cauIes 
which I have before mentioned. 

Do you mean to fay, that all the perfons in Africa, having Slaves, 
have the abfo!ute power over the perfons of thofe S!aves~ to difpofe 
of them as he thinks fit ? 

By no means-I think I hav,e fiated otherwife. 

"Whether it is necelTary that the twenty Slaves., [0 paid by a 
Mafier for a penalty, lhould be perfons convicted of crimes, or 
liable to the punifhment of tranfportation ? 

I do conceive they would not have been Slaves" but for fome of 
the caufesJ have already {tated. 

You fay that rich perfons polTefs a great utlmber of Slaves-Is 
the Committee to 'underihnd that all the Slaves are perfous con­
victed of crimes? 
, I do conceive thlt all the Slaves in Africa ar~ Slaves owing to 

Jomeof the caufes 1 h:lVe mentioned. 

You fiated, among the caufes of Slavery, Adultery, and that 
Polygamy is allowed in the country-on whom does tne puniih~ 

,ment for Adulte~y attach - on the man or the woman, or 
both? 

1 underfrood always on both. 

H~ve all the wives of any man the fame rank? 
They are all his wives; but the guilty one only ,is punifhed. 

Whether infidelity in everyone of -the wives is adultery? 
It certainly is de.emed fo. 

On an average, how many wi~es has each man? 
I cannot average them-very uncertain-in proportion to their 

,quality, and in proportion to their opulence. 

Is there any difference b.etween Polygamy and Concuhinage in 
. that country? 

Not 
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Not a great deal-I believe, in mall countries where Polygamy 
is allowed, the firfi wife bearing a child is confidered as the prin­
cipal wife. 

Does the marriag ceremony take place with every wife that 
It man takes? 

Yes; I believe it does . 

. Do you know whether the northSR bank of the river Sene­
gal is inhabited by Moors? 

Both by Moors and Negroes. 

Have you neva heard that it is a -common praCtice with the 
Moors on the northern fhore, to croll the river for the purpofe of 
.catching perfons, whom they afterwicds carry down to fell to 
the Europeans? 

No; I never heard of fuch a ptaCtice--on the contrary, I 
know there is no fuch a praCtice. 

You have fiated, that domeftic Slave. are fold only for weightier 
crimes-Are there two defcriptions of Slaves jn the polfeffion of 
African OWQCfS. one defcription of which he may lell without 
conviCtion in a judicial procefs. though he may not the other? 

Certainly there is.-One defcription of Slaves he holds as 
merchandize or moveable property; to long as he: holds it in 
thac frate. he can difpofe of it as he pleafes; but from the mo-

whep he tells one of thoee Slaves, " You {hall belong to 
•• my hOllfehold," from that moment he enjoys a fecurity which 
he did Dot before poKefs_he canno be fold without the com­
miffioD of a crime. 

In what confifis the weight of punithmcnt which is infliCted in 
-me fale of a Slave, for haYing committad a weightier crime, when 
you have ftated that to thofe that live on the Coaft, and are ac­
quainted with the Europeans, it is only the exchange of a black 
mafier for a white one. which the criminal does not dread as any 
punifhment at a111 

I beg to be underftood, that when I fiated that he did not 
..confide; the change of the mafter as any punilhment at all·, I 
{aid, the tranfportation from his country, and feparation frolD 
his ffiends, he certainly 1'1'lu11: feel as IIllreat punilhment. 

Then i. the Committee to underftal1d, that an African Negro 
.does confider tranfportation from his country, and feparation from 

his 



·his friends, as very great puni.ent~ though he does not ccpct\ 
to incur any further inconvenidbce. 

Certainly. 

Are not the Africans very 
They are fond of them 

them. 

European 'Commodities? 
[0 far as their necefiities require. 

Are not beads a great artiic;6rof exportation to Africa, and do. 
·their necefiities require 

Beads are not a great arl:ic1lP.«)f exportation-only ufed parti-
cularly at Gambia.-The is more as a commodity of 
exchaoge, though they ultimately an article of or-
nament.-In the earlier African trade, beads and 
many other toys were but the trade is now more 
.generally reduced to a nece1faries. 

If European commodities 
the produce of the country, 
thofe commodities, than 
nece1fary to procure .them? 

From all my obfervations 
confident of opinion they 

cnly to be had iB exchange for 
the natives rather go without 

themfelves .in raifing the produce 

Yau have fiated, that ~~.~~Oft~~ sever condemned without a 
fair trial. and that for Slaves on the accufatioR 
of witchcraft-What do So lair l'rial r w· 
craft? 

Trials for witchcraft are 
know of any Or trial for 

Whether the children 
praperty., are themfelves 
;not comnHtced any crime 

T.he dloildren always 

Are {uch ·children falc:ahUI 
parellts? 

TltCi}' certaill"ly are. 

When Slaves are brough 
~ fold. from the iaterior 
tiOllS are ever aiked thofe 
.they procured .thefe Slaves.? 

\ 
t 
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I do not believe it is the practice-but I do not {peak from my 
own particular knowledge, as I never bought a Slave. 

Then a former ~efiion and An(wer being read to the 
Witnefs, as follows; viz. . 

" Have you never heard that it is a common practice with the 
" Moors on the northern Ihore, to cro(s the river for the purpo(e 
~. of catching perfons, whom they afterwards carry down for fale 
.u to the Europe:ms ? 

.. No; I ne\'er heard of filch a practice-on the contrary, I 
." know there is no fuch a practice.'~ 

The Witnefs was then aJked, 

On what ground do you alfert you know there is no fuch prac­
tice? 

I a1f~rt it from the very intima, knowledge J had of the 
cOlJtUry during the eight years J reOOed in it, and fro!l1 a regular 
corn:(pondence with moft of the Ch' fs of it. 

Do the inhabitants of that country wear any clothing, and of 
wha~ Ii:m ? 

In the country between Senegal and Gambia, they do wear 
dothing, as I have before obferved. hietlyof their own manu­
facture. 

From whom do they obtain the raW llIaterial for that manufac­
ture? 

The material is Cotton of their 0 growth. 

If they have more of that raw material than they want for 
their manufacture, might they not be perfuaded to fell the fuper­
duity 1 

I dare fay they might; but J have never known an inil:ance 
of their having more than they want. I have taken great pains to 
obtain fome of the Cotton, but never could fucceed, beyond the 
purchafe of a few pounds. 

If you had wanted any of their Cotton cloths for your own u(e, 
could ~P\J, have obtained them? 

A verj Few, and at a very high W· e. I have known Cotton 
cloths, tw" clotl\a Of the ufual fize of their cloths which they 
weaf'Cj, about threl: yards long, and a yard and a half wide. e1l:ima­
te4 atthe price of two Slaves. 
; I ' At 
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J\ H\' hat price do the natives';llUY them for their own uk -? 
They are very feldom an . cle of fale, and therefore they 

,refo dear; the natives generUly manufacture them for them­
felves. 

Does this high price of the cloth arife from the fcardty 
of the raw material, or the difl'i\lliity of manufacturing them? 

I believe chiefly from the of the people thcmfclyes. 

What ,quantity Df the 
ufed by a native annually? 

That .is according to, the 
female Slave may have a 
ferve her a twelyemonth. 

of the native-The pooreft 
coar~ ones, and tbofe two may 

How many may be fup'pdle<i!O be ufed by the male Slaves, and 
the people of higher cO[lditio~f\ 

They neve!,", neither female, wear mare than tWD at 
a time, one over their and one rouhd thtir wiUA.-
People of quality and have changes. but I do not 
think that. the actual exceeds two cloths- in .a 
twelvemonth. 

By whom .are the cloths, 
condition, manufaCtUred? 

They are all "home ma,nu:fa~D!i:. 

Are they manufactured, by 
their own "hands, or by their 

Women of the hJgheft 
fpin too; and they employ 
own Slaves wave them., 
themfe1v.es. 

Do you mean to alfert. 
weavers by ptofcfiion? 

I do. 

Are they Free perfons, or 
Both. 
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No.-I do not believe they would-it is the labour of women. 

;and children-all exccp.l: the wea.ving-rit is .the private amufe­
ment of the family. 

Are women ever .employed in field cul~vatiGn. in that country? 
I believe not-l have not known it ;-but I beg the Committee 

~o underfrand that I am frill ['peaking of the country between 
.Seoegal.and Gaulbia. 

Is any wood obtained from that count~ 1 
Very lirtle.-l ha1le ~ttempted myCel{ to get wood from the 

Gambia; I Ollce imported fome very hat Eaony, aod fold it at a 
confiderahle lofs; I imported likewile folne iiunples of mahogany, 
and f{lund it coarfe in quali.ty, and mu~ more expenfive than I 
could puTt'hafe mailogany for here. 

Do you conceive t-hat lar.ge quantities of thofe oommodities 
might be obtained, if they were not [0 ~e6tive in quality? 

Of tne Ebony I know there could not the quantity 1 impol'ted 
was about 12 ton, and it was oblainei with infinite difficulty. 
1 believe greater .quantities of mailogao}'lftlight be .obtained, but 
not at any price t.o encourage the importation .of it. 

Whether wood had been ufed to be imported from that part of 
the country before yon trufe that experiment? 

No-I have not known It; I think I have heard that the Royal 
African Company made fome ClCperiment.s of that kind, but .they 
were not fuccefsful. 

B.,r whotll w.as the 'WOOQ cut .down w you imported? 
Princ~pal1y by the people belonging the vetfel which im-

p orted it, and fame of it by the Slaves .af a white tr.ader there; 
by the .black Sla.yes of the white trader. 

Do you conceive the Slaves -of that hite trader would not 
equally have obeyed, if they had been ordered to cultivate Cotton' 

Na.-l do not believe it. 

Why '? 
Becaufe .the one is only a particlliar li ice of {hort duration, 

to wh ich tl}i:y wF?~ d ~ve !ubm.itted to j ratify their mafter ;-if 
they "'ere to ~'ploy e~ in the conft~ practice of cutting of 
'Woo!!, they wcwld not do that neither. 

K Do 
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Do they manufat.1:ure iron in that country? 
They make a dumfy hoe, an ax, and a knife. 

By whom is that iron manufat.1:ured-is it by the Slaves? 
By the native Smiths, whether Free or Slaves. 

Have they thofe implements in plenty? 
Yes, pretty well; almoll: all the Bar Iron we export to that 

country is ufed in that way. 

Have they any Iron Ores in the country? 
Yes, in Galam, I have underftood they have; and the High­

lands of Sierra Leone appeared to me to be entirely Iron Ore;­
the natives are totally ignorant of the ufe of it. 

You faid, our !hips bought Rice from the natives of that 
country; by whom was that Rice raifed ? 

I believe by the_ natives themfelves, both Free and Slaves; I 
am not dear. 

Does not the fame part of the country which produces Rice, 
alfo produce Cotton? 

Yes, the fame cOll:1tries produce Rice and Cotton. 

Why would the Slaves obey the order of their Mallers in culti­
yating Rice, and not in cultivating Cotton? 

They do obey their orders in both cafes, and in the fame extent 
-as far as the neceffities of the family require it. 

Did not you fay that our !hips bought Rice from the natives 
of the country? 

I did fay fa. 

How do they bring the Rice to the !hips? 
It is generally brought in canoes. 

You have faid, There are individuals who polTefs an incredible 
number of Slaves ;-by what means do individuals acquire fo large 
a number of Slaves? 

By commerce generally. One particular defcription of people, 
which I then alluded to, is an order of Arabic Priefts, on the 
banks of the Senegal, who have, I believe, fome thoufands of 
Slaves. 
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-Is a trial for Witchcraft conduded in a different manaer frGm 
-a trial for any other offence? 

It is. 

How is the Rice brought to the water's edge? 
It grows by the water's edge. 

Does the cultivation of the Cotton, produced in that country. 
require much labour; and by whom is that labour performed? 

I ~annot anfwer that queftion. 

And then the CounCel and Witnef,.. were directed to 
withdraw. 

To report a Progrefs, &c. 
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MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 
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Whole Houfe, to whom it was reo 

ferred to. confider of the Slave 

Trade. 

Witnefs Examined, 

J 0 H N BAR N E S, Efquire. 
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COM MIT TEE of the Whole Houfe, to confider 

further of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, com­

plained of in the fcveral Petitions which were pl'efented 

·to the Houfe in the lall: SeSion of Parliament, .relative 

to the State of the African Slave T.rade. 

'COunfelcalled i~. as before. 

R.ICHA.RD ILES" Efquire. called in" and eKamined. 

How long did you refide in Africa, at what time, in what 
,capacity, and on what particular part of the Coaft.? 

I was eighteen years and an half in the Company's fervice on 
the Gold Coaft.-During the firft .ten pars I had at different times 
the command of moll: .of ·the fubordinate pofts.; the laft feven 
years I lived at Cape Coaft Came, aD had the command of tbe 
uole J i~ was from 1765 .to the be ing .of 11'84' ·1 was ab­
fent about twenty-fix months in the hole during that time. 

What are the 'limits of theGOl Coall:, and what is the 
at~t? 

The limits are generally confidere 
lliver Volta, which t ake) in an exte 
tirccl aailcs" lyiog eaft and weft nearly 

Is YOIH' knowleiige of Africa conn Ito thofe limits, or are 
you acquaiGled with other parts of Ali • ca 1 

I have been in otK par.ts of Africac t Scmegal, Goree, Gam-
4nd SiDra lIeQ 

L Did 



Did you underll:and the language of the country? 
The language of the Gold Coa{l: I undedl:ood perfeCtly. 

What is the form of government of th.e country on the Gold 
C~? . 

My evidence is .confine? to ,the countrY' on the water-fide; I 
:have no knowledge of the wtenor parts of the country. 

To what extent from the water-fide do you confine your know­
ledge of the country? 

Except in one inftance, whe.re curiofity carried me twenty 
'miles inland, I do not believe 1 was ever nve miles from the 
cCoaR. 

During Y0ltr long refidence there., did you obtain information 
with refpect to the interior parts, from p.erfons refiden-t or 'native 
;there? 

None that 1 ihould think myfelf jullified in repeating on the 
.prefent important occaGon. 

\Vhat was fhe form of government .of the country which came 
'within your own knowledge? 

Generally fpeaking, the Gold Coaft is divided into petty !tates; 
1 kFlow of but one deipotic monarchy on the Gold Coa!t. 

What is that? 
At Apollonia. 

What is the extent ofthut monarchy? 
I cannot fay how far it may extend inland. 

Did Slavery exift in all .the countries that came within your 
'knowledge? 

I found them in the practice of it, and I left them fo. 
I 

Did ·it appear to be a condition of modern introduCtion, or tli> 
:have exifted from remote antiquity? 

If I am to fpeak from matter of faCt, I can fpeak only to the 
.time I was there myfelf; if from information, I have converfed 
with the oldeft men .in that country, and helie.ve it to hav.e been 
,a pratti<;:e for centuries paft. 

,In what manner did perfons become Slaves? 
1 .can fpeak onry as to th.e water-fide upon the Gold Coa{l:, 

.wher~, 
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w'here~ as far as my obIervations went, the water-fide provides neat' 
one-fou-rth of the whole 'purchafed by us on that Coaft • 

.13y what name diG that Nation go? 
The Fantee Nation. 

What is the whole number of Negroes furnilhed 'by the Gold 
tCoaft ? 

1 believe, one year with another, from 7 to 8,000 are pUl'chafed 
:~y the EngliQl. . , 

How are thofe Sla.ves ohtained upon that Coaftf 
They are fold by the Black Brokers to the Europea? Trader8. 

In what manner do .they firfr become Shwes ? 
That muA: he matter of o,pinion in a great meafure; there 

are many ,crimes .that fubject thein to S1avery. 

What are ,th0fe crimes? 
The chief of thofe I know are Theft, Debt, (if that can be 

,,conJidered a crime) Adultery, and Witchcraft. 

In what manner are perIons tried for thefe offences :? 
As far as my .obfervations havegone, and I have had manyoppor­

:tunities of feeing., they have .. accordingt<;>' the ,eftablilhed laws of 
,the country, as fair a trial as in any other part of the world. 

Is the trial fQr Witchcraft car,ried on in the fame manner as 
trials for other offences? 

It is not; nor am I fo cempetent to fpeak to that fubjefr. 
,becaufe thofe trials generally take place in the night; but from ob­
[erving, as I generally have done, aU parties fatisfied, the culprits 
excepted, I conclude that they are c0nfidered to be fair decifions. 
1 do not mean to fay that there is no exceptios to that general 

, ~rule .. 

What is the punithment for Witchcraft? 
I believe in many cafes, in fome I know it, that the prin­

.cipals are fac.rificed-the reft are generally fold. 

Does thaJ punilhment affect the perfon convicted only., or does 
it extend to his family or relations? 

Generally the whole family fuffer Slavery, hut her~ there are 
a1[0 forne exceptions. 

Does 
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Does the fame form of trial exiil: in that country you caU 
,derpotic, as in the other il:ate~ on the Coafl: ? 

The King of that country has his Pynims, or Judges, or Elders. 
'but they are more dependant on .the will of the King than on 
,other parts of the Coafl:. 

-For whofe benefit ,are perfons c(;Jl1v;iaed of the crimes you have 
enumerated fold? 

Eor the ,benefit of the party aggrieved- I have generally o,b­
.ferved it fo, nor do I know an infl:ance to the contrary. 

Is it fa in the cafe of Witchcraft? 
I .ha.ve already faid 1 cannot fpeak [0 pointedly t o that crimc~ 

but I believe it generaJly is . 

.In the cafe ,of Witchcraft, do you mean by the perron inj ured 
·the party who conceives he is ,injured in his perron or his pro­
perty by t~1e exercife of the fupernatural power of the perron 
,accu[ed? 

.J think fo~but i.t is mere matter of o,pinion. 

Do you mean that perCon, when you fay thep:uty injured? 
Yes. 

In the caCe of Debt, is the perfon fold as ,a Slave for the ben,efit 
of his creditor? 

Beyond all doubt: I have known thoufands of infl:ances of it. 

Have you known or heard of crimes imputed.to them for the 
purpore of making Slaves of them? 

Unlefs Witchcraft comes under that defcriptiol1, which, in this 
enlightened country, it certainly would do- I do not think .it 
applies to any other. 

Do the judges receive any benefit from the conviaion of a 
criminal? ' 

I know of none, nor do 1 believe they have any benefit what­
ever- they have a fee at the infl:ituting of ,all Juits ; but that has 
nothing to do with the , conviction. 

Are prifoners taken in war,fold for Slaved 
I can by no means think that wars are frequent in Africa; but 

where the/dG happen, in [orne cafes I fuppofe they may be {old 
.as Slaves: but in that .part ofthe ,j::ountry wh~r.e I had an oppor- , 

, ,tuniS' 
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tunity of making any obfervation, 1 have general1y found, where 
ikirmiihes have happened (for 1 do not admit it to be to the ex­
tent of wars) between two villages or towns, the difference is 
generally made up by the interference of a third party; in which 
cafe, for the moil: part, the prifoners are exchanged, except where· 
it is proved that anyone man, or any family, has been the caufe 
of the quarrel, in which cafe that man or family is fold. 

Were fuch ikirmifhes frequent during the eighteen years of 
your refidence on that Coail: ? 
. _ In a country like that,. vyhere there are fo many different petty~ 

. il:ates, there mufi necdEu'ily be frequent difputes and broils. 
among them; but .feldom carried to any extent. 

Is it the cufiom for the Natives to poKefs a great number of 
Slaves themfelves ? 

Slaves are confidered as property in that country, as much fo­
as land-or money in the funds is here~they have Gold, fome of 
them in confiderable quantities - but a man, fpeaking of his 
property, fpeaks of his Slaves-Gold •. or aQY thing elfe, is con -
fidered as fecondary. • 

Is kidnapping praCtifed there? 
1 do not know. 1 ever heard the word mentioned there or 

any where elfe but in this country. It cannot be .praCtifed on the 
Gold Coafl: to any extent without certain deteCtion; for the N a­
tives have one general language, and the Brokers who feU thel 

Slaves have a daily inlercour[e with the ihipping; -if therefore 
any Slave on board ibip felt himfelf in that predicament. he 
would communicate it to the Slave Brokers, who, from motives· 
of interefi, as · well as from regard to their own laws, would­
fift it to the bottom, and the delinquents muil: be found out. 

You have [aid that one-fourth of the Slaves exported from the 
Gold Coafi are what you call water-fide Negroes; from whence 
do the other three-fourths come? 

From the interior parts of the country of cour[e. 

Can you give any information how thofebecome Slaves? 
1 have never been in the interior parts of the country~1 have 

faid fo-I can only judge 'of their fituation from: what T fee of the 
iituation of th0fe on the water-fide. -.-

Does the praCtice of human [acrifit~ prevail in that cQuntry? 
It is painful to me to give an anfwer to that quefiion. I have 

M no 



:F.(!)doubt but ·that it is generallypraCtifed. That it IS praclifed, 
:I have had ocular demonftration. 

-Has it ever happened to you to know what have hecome of 
any Slaves which the Europeans have refufed to purchafe ? 

'Many thoufands of them are facrificed at the burials of great 
mea. Everyone underfl:anding the lang'iage mU1t know this to 
:be a generaijJractice, though they did not fee it . . 

From your knowledge and experience there, can you fay whe­
-th:'lf any Slaves have 'been faved from facrifice by having been 
f>Old to Europeans? 

I have myfelf, in fome fewinfl:a-nces, given tbree or four' 
'p0und~ per .head fQrSlaves to fave their lives. 

Have you eyer heard any .converfdtion pars between the Natives 
of what ·w~)Uld 'become of any particular prifoners, if they were 
no t bought by Europeans? 

I have already fJid.,that any peden underftanding the language 
muil: know that tohe cuftom of facrificing is geaeral. 

• 
From your obfervation, during a refidence of eighteen years~ 

Can you fay whc::ther or not Slaves have .been made on the Coaft 
by violence, 'fraud, or Gppreffion, either of the Princes of the 
country. or of the Europeans trading .to that countl'y ? 

To thefirft part of the queftion, as to acts of oppreffion by 
the Kings or .Prince-s, I know .of none, except in Apollonia. 
which, I have alr.ea?-y pbferved., isa ,defpotic government, where 
the fllbjeCts have .no will of their own.-As to the latter par~ 
of the quefrion., unlefs it may be .in one or two infrances, in 
which in frances 1 believe the offenders have been brought to 
jufiice in this country, I .know of .no others, nor of this but 
from report or hearfay. 

:Have you ever known the Slave Trade on tha1: Coail: produce 
wars amongfl: the Natives? 

I have an[wered the quefl:ion before, in faying I do not be­
lieve the wars are general; and that in the ikirmiilies, [0 far 
from being intended to increa.[e the number of Sla.ves, the pri-
{oners on each fIde are generally exch(U;lged. . 

With what particular manufactures are Slaves on that Coaft 
.purcha[ed by the Europeans? 
. I .cannot enumerate the particular articles., there are many-

1 [uppo[e 
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1 fllPpofe the Cuftom-houfe books wifl ihew in a great mea­
Jure. 

Are they purchafed by articles of manufaCture carried out from 
this country? 

'It 'fol1ows of courfe - 'I 'have juil: faid the Cutl:om-houfe 
:books will lhew the articlescar-ried Out. 

Does that 'country produce any articles of commerce in which 
an ,exterifive .trade could 'be (:arried on to this country, indepen­
dent.of the Slave Trade? . 

I juil: ohferved I once went twenty miles inland" and, from 
my cJbfervations, I think the Gold Coaft -lefs favourable to cul­

~tivation than any other part of Africa-I wilh to except a very 
.fmallpart of it .between Accra and the river V ~ltil. 

When you (pea:k of any other part of Africa, do you fpeak 
from the information you have had of other parts of ,Africa. 
or from your own knowledge? 

I fpeak in part from both. 

You were underftood to [ay--you had been on1y twenty miles 
iriland-fay" therefore, to what other parts of Africa you refer ' 
wnen you fay, "The Gold Coaft is 1e{s favollrable .19 ' cultivation, 
~, than any other part of Africa ?" 

I mean both to windward and leeward of it. 

Have you,been to windwar.d and leeward, or do yo~. fpeak from 
information? . 

To windward I fpeak from my 0wn ob{ervation-to leeward 
from information. 

How far have you been 'to windward? 
I have been from Senegal all the way down to the Gold Coail:. 

What other articles of exportation befides Slives are produced 
on the Gold Coafl: '? 

1 do not immediately recollect any btlt Gold and Ivory-there 
may be fome trifiin,g things befides. 

Are Gold and Ivory produced in any confiderab-Ie quantities 
:there? 

'Very inconfiderable quantities, I conceive, could be procured, 
Speakin,g of it as a branch of commerce between this and that 

countr 
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eountry-One lhip of (:me undred tons would carry twice the 
quantity that the whole G~d Coaft affords in a twelvemonth-
J conceive fo. . 

Does that anfwer refer t 
It is principally Ivory 

~arry all the Gold that co 

.In, what manner is the! 
It is .brought from tre i 

rally of the Slaves that are 
has one or more Slaves fo 
cIHe'Ivory, that he may e 
down to carry it. 

What navigable rivers 
Not one from one end 

Chama, a Dutch fettlem 
praCticable to get vep-eIs e 

In what manner then 
could be procured) be br 

1 havebeen {a little (as 
of the country. that I cit 
impenetrable wood what, 

'Are there any convenie 
the Coail:? 

. I in uft trace the whole 
places there certainly ar 
forts; but moil: of tho 
Bays and harbours, I do 
{hip of anj burthen. 

old and Ivory, or to Gold only ? 
I believe a very {mall boat , woylcf 

be got. 

¥ brought down to the Coaft ? 
erior parts upon the lhoulders gene­
ought from thence.-When a Broker 
aIe, he generally endeavours to pro­
race the opportunity of Slaves going 

there upon that Coaft? 
the other-except the {mall river at 

t ~ ~nd I am very doubtful if it is 
into tk(: mouth of that (mall river. 

f.l: articles of any bulk (fllppofing they 
ght down to the lhore of the Coafi: ? 
.have (aid before) in the intedor paJ;ts 
ardly {peak to thiLt f'lbjeCl:. It is a~ 

tle I have feell of it. . 

bays, harbours, or landing-places on 

aft to anfwer that queftion.-Landing .. 
or we could not g&t alhore at our 
landing-places are very dangerous. 

t know of one capable of admitting :r 

Would it then be pra abie to load, 'lhip, or unlhip, 'bulky 
articles of commerce on t t co aft ? 

The {hips on tliat coa generaily'lye two or three miles from 
lhore, and the landing-po es being moftly v~ry d~ngerolls from 
the heavy furf or breake , I concei,;,e would ' be a great draw­
back upon the value of ii h produce in the tran{porting of it to 
the lhipping. 

Whether, from your ellPerienC'e of eighteen years refidence on 
the Coaa, you qn fay wJ:lether that country could, be colonized 
by Europeans? 

From 
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"From the obfervations I have made. I iliould be forry -to be one 
()f thofe who attempted it. The Natives would oppofe you in 
the firft in fiance. and the cliQlate in more. 

Does that country on the Gold Coaft produce ei ther Grain or 
Cotton for exportation ? 

I never knew it produce either one or the other for exportation, 
unlefs the Indian Corn. which is fold by the Natives to the {hip­
ping, comes under th .. head of exportation . 

. Is that,Indian C()rn fold to the /hipping in any large quanti­
ties? 

Sometimes more, fometimes lefs. It depends upon the quan­
tity of provifions the fuips carry from Europe. 

Is the Corn produced from the Gold Coaft, or 'is it brought 
from the Grain Coaft? 

The Indian Corn I fpoke of is produced on the Gold Coaft. 
The Corn to windw'clrd is a different kind of Grain altogether. 

Does the Gold Coafi: produce Dying Wood in any confiderabI~ 
-quantity? 

• I never knew a fingle frick of any kind produced on the Gold 
Coafr. I do not mean to fay there is no fuch thing on the Gold 
Coaft; but if it had been an article of (,;omme£ce, it is more 
than probable fome of it would have gone through my hands. 

Are any other valuable woods produced on that Coafi ? 
I cannot fpeak as to the value of woods-we have a fort of 

tree grows on the Gold Coaft. that when cut into boards re­
fembles wain{cot the nearefi of any thing I know. 

Did any other Europeans, betides the Englifh, trade for Sla,'cs 
on that Coaft during your refidence there? 

The French, in a very (mall degree, on the Gold Coaft-the 
Dutch, Danes, and Portuguefe-beudes a very confiderable num­
ber of Americans. 

Has the French trade on that Coaft increafed of late years? 
They never had Clny fettlement on the Gold Coafr whilft I was 

there-I underftand they now have one, or are buqding Qne~ 
but the French carryon a confiderable commerce juft now on 
that Coafi-not direCtly with the Natives, but with the Englith 
fuipping. 

N Why 

• 
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'Why do the French carryon that commerce through the me-
(lium of ,the Englifh lhipping? 

No doubt becaufe they find it their intereft. 

When did the Americans firft take up that trade? 
The Americans carried on a very confiderable trade to that 

country -on my firft going there, and continued in it till the 
American war-Since the peace I underftand they have taken it 
u p again-There are feveral American {hips now on the Coafl:. 

From your experience of that country, can 'You fay whether, ·if 
this country once gave ~p the Slave Trade on that Coafi, it could 
afterwards be refumed ,? 

It certainly might be attempted to be refumed, even if it was 
g~ven up for a few years-but I think.it would be very impolitic 
to attempt to relinqui!h the Trade. " 

Whether the demand for Slaves on thatCoaft has been fuch, 
,that if the Englilh gave -up the Slave Trade the Slaves which at 
prefen,t are tranfported by them would he bought up by other 
-coun tries? 

No doubt of it. 

Is the climate of Africa particularly unhealthy to the Euro­
-peans on that part of the Coafi where you refided ? 

In general it is very fatal to Europeans, though I had the 
good fortune to enjoy my health, 

Is -it moft unhealthy -to thofe on land, or to thofe on board the 
'1hip~at fea -? -

To fpeak pofitive1y to that quefiion I fhould have F\'ed both 
on board the !hips and on /hore, which I did not j but I be­

:lieve they are moll: unhealthy on !hare. -

Do you know any thing of the tenure 0f land in that country? 
;1 do n0t think I -can {peak to that quellion-I believe, in ge­

neral, land is fa plenty, that everyone takes the fpot he likes; 
and no one invades him till he has taken off his crop. 

Can you tell from what 'part of America the Slave Trade is 
-carried on to the Gold Coall: at this prdent time? 

Chiefly out of Bofton. as I un'derfrand by report-but I have 
~o ..doubt _.they will [oon .fit out !hips from their other ports. 

Examined 
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Examined by Members of the Committee. 

After what procefs are Natives of the Gold Coail: condemnetf 
'to fale for debt? 

We have in moft of the towns on the Gold Coail: a Palaver 
Haufe, which, ftrialy [peaking, is a court of juftice-in thefe 
places the Judges or Elders of the town (few.of which are 
under the age of fixty or feventy) affemble to , hear the parties. 
Thefe trials are in open day, and free for any perfon to hear 

-that pleafes. 

What is the mode of trial for Theft on .the Gold Coail:? 
The fame. 

For Adultery ? 
The fame. 

For Witchcraft? 
To Witchcraft I cannot fpeak fa pointedly-I conceive it to be 

a fort of fecret religious buiinefs, which they keep entirely to 
themfelves; but I willi to be underfiood a very frnall part of the 
"Slaves fold are fold for Witchcraft. 

What proportion are fold for Witchcraft? 
1 caanot fay-When I - fay a fmall' part; I mean a very fmall 

part. 

What is the extent of the difti'iCt of the kingdom of Apol-
.Ionia? ' 

My reiidence was chiefly confined to the forts I commanded. 
I occaiionally made' excur-iions up and down -the fea-coaft-I do 
not know my obfervations juftify me in -fpeaking exaCtly to its 
extent-it may be eight or ten miles of fea-coaft-or it Iruly 

-be more or 1efs-or thereabouts. - _ 

Can you fay what is pretty nearly the extent (if the kingdom 
of Apollonia ? 

I cannot anfwer that queftion any other way than I have done. 
I dare fay I exceeded it when I faid eight or ten miles. 

What proportion do the Native Slaves of A pollonia bear to 
.the whole number of Native Slaves exported from the Gold 
Coail: ? 

l am 

, '10 • • Cl' •• ~ • 

( J}~!!J#'t'-e 
!f\~ 



W.l(.P.~ ~~t." ~ 
~ ~~ ,f . .;.". (). 
1\M6~*,t, .... ~ 
"I'A~ 

,",I\'<\vtr.tt. 
~- . . I,. 
t, h"j t,1ii. 1 ,~~ ... 
H m'\ ft\ "'iti ~ 

k ~ i,,", wit 
(~ ti",,-\"" f'\'Ltl.: 

[ +8 ] 
I am free to fay not one in an hundred.-The late king of 

Apollonia took more pleafure in killing his Slaves than in felling 
them--:he was a great warrior, but a great monfter, not fit to 
be fpoken of in this country. 

, What is the whole extent of the Coaft to which you fpeak ? 
In that alfo I may be wroDg-I believe it to be about four hun­

dred miles.-I believe I juft now faid the king of Apollonia was 
a great warrior, 1 willi to explain myfelf on that head-Ham­
mon~, the king of Apollonia, for many years carried on a war 
againft the Dutch in that country, in which I believe many 
thoufands were loft on both fides, for the war continued many 
years-It was in confequenee of an attempt of the Dutch to take 
Hammonee's country from him, which he ceded to the Englilh 
in 1765' 

Do you apprehend the Negroes fent abroad to our fettlements 
in the Weft Indies are more or Ids attached to their wives, fa­
milies, and relations, than the Europeans are! 

I do not know I ever made any particular obfervations on that 
pead.-If it had been po~ble to have fore[een that I {bould 
have been queftioned to that head, there are many other points 
of information as well as this I {bould have endeavoured to hav~ 
made myfelf more mafter of, 

Then Can you not give any further anfwer to this queftion, 
baving relided there eighteen years..? 

I do nO.t believe affeCtion is very predominant in the , breaft 
of the Negroes.-If I was to give an opinion. I {bould think it 
rather otherwife. 

Can you give any reafon for youe opinion? 
I know of no particular reafon. 

Can you inform the Committee. whether they have more or 
lefs attach~t to life than the Europeans? 

I can give no other anfwer than I did to the laft queftion. 

, Do you not think it probable they may look on expulfion 
from theit' own country as the greateft of all calamities'? 

I can give a politive .an{wer to that queftion-I am fure they 
-do not. 

}lave you not heard that ·the Negroes on theu paifage go 
with 
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with an idea that they are to be facrificed when they arrive in the 
Well. Indies ? -

I am very certain, as far as my obfervation has gone, they 
have no fuch idea. 

You have faid, that any attempt to fettle colonies on that 
Coafr would be violently oppofed-what is your reafon for faying 
fo? 

Becaufe I think they have the fame right to ·oppofe me in 
fettling on their land, as a Planter in the Wefr Indies would op­
pofe my fettling on his land, or a landed man in this country. 

Do you not think they have the fame right to oppofe our feiz­
ing their perfons ? 

I never knew an infiance of feizing their perfous-not a lingle 
infiance. 

Was you fupplied with any, and what articles of provilion-s. 
the product of Africa. by the Natives of Africa. during your re­
fideoce there, and of what fort? 

My daily confumption, both of live and dead frock, I pur­
chafed of the Natives, fuch as pigs, poultry, and Indian com, 
yams, and a few other ·vegetables. 

Was you fupplied by them with rice or millet? 
Neither of thofe articles grow on the Gold Coafi, nor ever 

did. 

What proportion do the Freemen of the country bear to the 
Slaves? 

The difference is immenfe, 1 cannot fpeak to the number.­
The Freemen are to the Slaves as ten to one, twenty -to one, pro­
bably fifty to one-it may be one hundred to one-no com pari­
fon-one hundred to one at leafi. 

Is there any difrinction amongil: the Slaves with refpect to their 
offices and duties? 

In anfwering that quefiion I can fpeak only as to domefiic 
Slaves-of the others we know nothing till they are brought to be 
fold to us. 

Then all the Slaves on the Coafl: where you was are domefiic 
Slaves? 

For the moil: part I fuppofe they are fo, fpeaking of the num­
ber that the water-fide gives. 

o When 
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vVhcn a man is tried for any offence, and found guilty) and 
fu ld for a Slave, what becomes of him immediately after ien-
tence is pa:fTed on him? . 

In many cares his family or his friends are at h~lDd, who re­
.deem him with a Slave-if he has n,o fuch friends he is fold. 

Of what fort is the Slave by which he is redeemed, is he a d~­
mdhc Slave? 

No; one of the SJawes that come fwm the interior part of 
,the country, of which moJl: of the people of any confequence on 
the water-fide have fame at hand.---I will explain-If a man 
living in the town near the water-fide has a fon or daughter, or any 
other relation, who has loft their liberty-that man, if he witbes 
to redee·m hi-8 child, if he can obtain a Slave in no other wav, 
will take Gold and buy one from the Europeans. . 

From w hat occupation o,r employment is the Sl~ve, paid for the 
ped~mption of the perfon convicted of a crime, taken? 

I have already faid if they cannot immediately obtain a Slave 
that is for fale. they will take Gold .and buy a Slave out of the 
ihipping. 

What is the employmeElt of the domeftic Slaves on the Coaa. 
are they employed in .cul tivating the land.? 

The womef.l, for the moll: part, cultivate the land, and do all 
th~ drudgery about their houfes-The men are chie.fl J fi{hermen 
-fome are hunt[men; but Filh is the great article of commer€e 
with them. 

Are they ~mployed in any manufactlJue1 
I do not know a lingle manufaB:ure of any kind.on the Gold 

Coaft. 

Are they employed in any hanaicraft trade;? 
In moll: villages on the Gold Coafl: they have an awkward [art 

,of a Blackfmith, which is the only man in the country which 
-comes uf.lder the defcription of a trad;:fman. 

Are there any fi10pS or warehoufes for the [ale of any commo-
dities in the towns on the Gold Coafl: ? . . 

Europeans have fuch places, but the Natives none. 

In the punitbment for crimes, is the family of the culprit In­

volved in the fenten.ce of being fold for Sla.ves? 
In 
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In none I believe, except for Witchcraft, which in general in­
volves the whole family. 

Yau have faid that the number of Freemen on the Gold Coall: 
.exceeds the Slaves in the proportion of one hundred to one, did yon 
not in that calculation confine yol.t1"felf to domell:ic Slaves alone? 

In that calculation I cqnfidered domeftic Slaves as Freemen , 
b ecaufe they have all the advantages of Freemen.-I do not know 
but I migkt go fo far as to fay that, leaving out the domeltic 
.slaves, the Freemen ar~ to the Slaves in that proportion. 

Do you mean., by leaving oU,t the domeftic Slaves, that you 
would not include -them in the calculation either as Slaves or 
Freemen ?-

Yes-I think the Freemen alone 'are full in that proportion 
w ithout the domefiic Slaves, but it is a difficult thing to afcertain 
,exactly who the domell:ic Slaves in a family are. 

WhenJou fay that the proportion. of Freeme'n to the nllmber 
-of Slaves IS as Qne hundred to one, do you mean the Slaves in the 
.country, or the Slaves exported fram the country? 

With the Slaves annually exported. 

When yau ['lY the Slaves annually exported, do you mean the 
Slaves exported from that country itfelf, which you fiated at about 
2,000, or the whole number, frated at 7 or 8,000, brought from. 
the interior country? , 

In fpeaking of the Freemen, I can only fpeak of thofe on the 
water-fide, of courfe I mean to fay that, taking it for granted 
that the water-fide and the cOlmtries immediately adjacent to ~t 
give about 2,000 Slaves, or one-fourth of the whole number, 
that the Freemen are in proportion of .one hundred to one of 
the 2,000 Slaves. 

To what extent of cOlillt:ry do you fpeak of as containing 
2 00,000 Freemen] 

I mean to confine myfelf to the Gold CoaH:, the extent of 
which I have before mentioned; but the more you go into this . 
fubjeCl: the more I am convinced the number of Freemen exceeds 
the number I have mentioned . 

Do you mean to fay that in the whole extent of that Coal1, of four 
h undred miles, there are not more than 200,000 Freemen? 

Upon the firfr putting of that quefiion I faid I d:d not th ink 
my[el f 
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myfelf competent to anfwor it; but I am fure I was confiderably 
out in my calculation, 

How many villages are tlJere within five miles of the place where 
you refided ? 

I cannot an[wer that qu ion. 

Are there any villages? 
Several. 

What number of inhab nts are there in thore villages in ge­
tleral r 

In forne viHages not fi -and in fome 3 or 40000. , 

Is there anyone villag ithin five miles of YOllr re.G.dence con­
taining 3 .or 4,000 ! 

Yes. 

{)fle~ or more: 
This is all guefs-mor han one, two, or three. • 
You have {poken of a ifiinCtion between domeftic and other 

Slaves; in what ftate are ofe other Slaves, and to what pur:po[e 
are they .em ployed ? 

They a~e bought for t purpoIe of {ale only. and are .employ­
ed in no way wbatev.er. 

What is the length 0 time that e1apfes between their being 
bought alild their being fc again.? . 

Of the · three -fourths ovided by the interior part.s of the 
country it is impoffible r me to fay any thing, becaufe I can­
not ·know their hillery the other one-fourth .are in general 
fold immediately after thet have loft their liberty. 

Of thoft: three-fo,urths, what length of time elapfes between 
their being brought into the country and being fold to the Eu­
ropeam;, meaning in that diftf.id to whieh. you have heen fpeak­
ing ? 

In general, the Broker feJls them as foon .as he can .get a 
market for them, becaufe they are not only at the expenee of 
feeding them, but there is alfo the rilk. of mortality-I have 
J.;:nown inl1:anees of the Brokers keeping 1llany of their SJaves on 
hand in order to caire the 'price of them on· the European pur- . 
chafer. 

Does 
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Does the Broker, or perfon to whom they beloag, make no ufe 
of -them during that time :? 

I do not know that he does. 

Of the other one-fourth of the Slaves, are t11ere any condemned 
to be fold to the Europeans, as diftinguifhed from thofecon­
demhed to be fold generally? 

I know no diftinCtion-when they have loll: their liber,ty the 
proprietor fells them to Europeans, or as he pleafes. 

O( thofe fo condemned to be fold in fhe country, what is 
done with them between the time of fentence and the time of 
their being fold to Eurepean-s ? 

Generally fpeaking, they are kept in confinement~ 

When a pedon who is condemned to be fold for ilavery, or tG 
find another Slave inB.:ead of himfe1f, fu.rniilies another Slave, 
what is done with that Slave fo furnilhed:? 

The perfon who receives him is at liber.ty to ufe him .as he 
,thinks proper. 

1 
.But what is .the ufe ne makes of him'! 
He fells him to Europeans. 

Does be ever -make any other ufe of him than felling him to 
Europeans, or to fome other perf on who fells him to the Eu­
ropeans? 

Having confented to give up the 'Freeman, and to receive a 
Slave in exchange, as I faid before, they are in gCfleral fold to 
European Traders; but if he chufes to incorporate that S.Iave 
<lmongll: his dome1lic .ones, he is at liberty to do [0 .• 

Do you think the greater number of Slaves fo condemned are 
:fold to the Emop~ans, or incorporated amongll: the domefiic 
Slaves? or is there any other ufe made of them befides thofe 
two? 

I really cannot fpeak pointedly to that quefiion-I !bould fup­
pofe the g.reater part fo received in exchange .are fold to the {hip-

, . 
Fwg. 

Do you not underfiand it asa cornmon praaice, that the fa­
mily of a Freeman condemned are allowed to exchange another 
Slave for him? 

For Debt and Adultery it is allowable and common, and fame­
times for Theft. 

p I s 
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- lsi t ever refuied w ben aflim.d ? 
Yes, I believe in cafe of Adultery wi.tIl the King's wife or a 

great man's wife, it is Hipulated that the man {hall not live. in 
the country; but in other cafes it is generally allowed. 

You. f>aid, that as a punifhment for Witchcraft in many cafes, 
and in fame you knew it, that the- principa1s 'are facrinced­
What do you mean by facrmced-do you. mean put to death as 
viCtims? 

Clearly fo-generally killed immediately after fentence pro­
nounced. 

Are they facrificed to any idol or fuppofed deity, or is it 
.merely an executio.n? 

I have already {b. ted that we have very little opportanity of 
knowi.ng wbat freps they take on thefe occafions; but from the 
converfation J have had with the natives, underllanding the bn­
guage perfeCtly, I have gemerally underfiood that they put one, 
and in fome cafes more than one to death,. to appeafe the anger 
of the injured family. 

Do you imagine that the number fold for Witchcraft is more 
than thole who fuffer death for it? 

I h~ve already frated that I confidered the number al together 
very trifling; it is impofiible to draw the line between thofe 
kifled and thofe fold. 

But you have faid the principals are facrificed, and the reil fold 
-Are thofe fold a greater number than thofe facrificed ? 

That I cannot precifely anfwer, becaufe we do not fee thete 
facrifices, nor can we afcertain how many are fentenced as prin­
cipals. 

As their proceedings are fecret, can you afcertain how many are 
fentenced at all for Witchcraft to death as principals, or to be 
fold as Slaves? 

Being, as I ob(erved before, done in fecret, in the night, we 
have but two ways of coming at the knowledge of their fituation 
-Firil, . by peOple who fell them, and itate their crime-Next, 
from the parties themfe1ves, who, not confidering it any djfgrace, 
make 'no fecret of what they were fold for. 

Is it the ufual prattice to enquire from the Slaves themfelves, 
or from the perfons who bring them.. for what crimes they have 

:been made Slaves? 
It 
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- It is cerfainly not the practice-It is very unufual to all filch 
a qudEon; nor {hould I hav~ ever thought of aiking it, if I had 
-acquired a knowledge of thelr language. 

Had you opportunities enough of aiking it, to have Deen able 
yourfelf t 'form any judgment of the proportion of the num­
bers eondernned for-Witchcraft? 

I have already faid that I conceive the num::'ers fold for Witch­
craft to be very trifling of the water-fide Blacks that are foId­
T Macks from the interior countries fpeak in different lan-

s, wholly unintelligible to Europeans, and it is impoffible 
to- Etaeftion them. 

. Have you any other means of knowing the number of water­
fide Blacks fold for Witchcraft, than from the queftions which 
you yoorfe1f had an opportunity of putting? 

I bad flO opportunity of afcertaining the numbers; but I have 
miffed myfelf a man or woman (for I have known both inll:anc;es) 
ont of a town for forne time; when, on enquiry what became of 
them, I have been informed by their fellow town's-people that 
they had been condemned for Witchcraft. 

HalVe you known many inftances when you made that obfer-
vation, and in which you had that information given you? , 

I may have known of feveral infiances in the courfe of my long 
refidence there; but not confidering it as an interefting fubjeCt 
to myfelf. I have not given myfelf much pains to confine my 
thoughts to that fubject. 

Then the following Anfwer being read to the Witnefs, 

" Being, as I obferved, done in fecret in the night, we have 
" but two ways of coming at the knowledge of their fitilation.~ 
.. Firll:, by people who fell them, and ll:ate their crime-Next, 
" from the parties themfelves, who, not confidering it as any 
" difgr:ace, make no fecret of what they were fold for." 

He was a!k.ed, 
Do you mean to apply that anfwer, in which you fay there is 

no difgrace to perfons only who are fold for Witchcraft, or to per­
fons fold on other accounts? 

I clearly meant to confine it to thofe who are fold for Witch­
craft only. 

In 
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.1-n the cafe of perfons condemned to be fold for Witchcraft, ~s 
there the fame liberty for the family to find another Slave, as 1I~ 
the cafes of .perfons condemned for other crimes? , 

I have already ftated, that the crime of Witchcraft attaches ~o 
the whole family-confequently none of that .family can rem:un 
to be at liberty to redeem them.-But I believ.e it is no unufu~l 
cuftom for fome of the .younger children to be fpared on thIS 
oecaGon. 

But if the 'perfons [0 condemned could procure another Slav~ 
as an exchange for themfelves, would that be permitted? 

They certainfy would not be permitted-they are fold under 
the exprefs agreement they iliall never be fuff'ered to be .put on 
{hoIe ~gain. 

Then, in every cafe, when a perC on is fold for Witchcraft to 
the Europeans, is that condition exprefsly made more than In 

other cafes? 
I have generally underfi:ood it to he fo.-I ,believe it is uni­

verfally thepraCl:i.ce. 

With whom do you undcrfund the condition to 'be made? 
If the Slave is fold to a ihip, they ftipulate with the mafi:er of 

the {hip that the perfon !hall not be redeemed, whatever price 
may be offered ,-,-If to an European trader on {hare, the trader 
engages he {hall be rent on board under the [lme kind of 
{lavery. 

In what manner and form, and before what witneIres, is ihis 
itipulation made? 

Witnefies in thefe cafes .are alt~gether unneceifary.-It is the 
European's intereit to take the Slave away; for {hould he im­
'prudently be tempted to redeem this man,he WQuid [ufter very 
materially . 

. Are perfons who are condemned to be fold for "vVitchcraft 
never fold but to the rnail:er ·of a {hip, or to the European mer­
chants on {hore ? 

They areconfidered as· dangerous members 0f the community, 
and the moment after conviction are generally hurr.ied out of the 
country in the way I have defcribed. 

'Then are they never condemned to be fold for Witchcraft 
:but w~en there /s an European {hip or European merchant ready 
,to re.ceLVe .them .. 

I do 
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I do not conceive that the abfence of (hipping or of European 
travellers altogether would [ave them ftom being cQnvicted;­
but I conceive that in [uch cafe the who)~ of them would Cuffel" 
immediate death-I have not a 1hadow of doubt about it. 

You {aid a very {mall proportion of the two thoufand Slaves 
were prifoners of war ? 

Yes. 

When you Cpoke before of wars and 1kirmi1hes, did you mean 
tu tl that there were no confiderable wars, and nothing be­
t tho!c ikirmilhe$ which' you defcribed-do you mean in that 
part of the country and within the time of your obfervatioll ? 

The Fantee Country, or Water-fide, was in a fiate of peace at­
mofi the whole time I was there.-There was a ferious war be­
tween the Fantees and Aihantees, the two moil: powerful nations 
we know of, very thortly after I wen~ there, and which, I be­
lieve, Jafted twelve months or more-but that war was carried 
on in the interior parts of the country, and the caufe of it was, I 
believe. that of the Athantees wilhing to have a part of the fea .. 
coaft as their dominions. 

Do you imagine the war was caufed or prolonged for the pur-
pofe of making Slaves? . . 

I think I can confidently fay it was ~ot; I believe I have ftated 
the true caufe. 

Do you imagine the prifoners taken in tha~ war were fold as 
Slaves to the Europeans? . 

As we had no opportunity of penetrating into the interior par~s 
of the country in which this war was carried on, I can only gi ve 
an opinion-It feems natural enough that they {bould fell them 
cather than facrifice them; but I do not remember that any ex­
traordinary number of Sla\-'es were fold on that DecaGon, on the 
contrary. there were no Slaves .at all tlining to fpeak of; the w:lr 
feemed to have put almofl a total fiop,to the fale of Slaves. 

Do you imagine any part of thofe Slaves were interchanged 
in the fame manner as in the ikirmilhe~ you fpoke of on the 
Coaft ? 

It was in the early part of my refidence in Africa, fo that I can 
hardly recollect any obfervations I made on that occafion. 

But in the lkirmHbes nearer where you reuded, when you had 
~ an 
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an opportunity of making an obfervation, was that the practice of 
their being fo redeemed? 

I believe in nineteen cafes out of twenty it is the practice. 

Had you any particular opportunity of obferving inftances of 
perfons fold on account of being the caufes of the war? 

I cannot immediately quote any particular inftance. 

On what ground do you itate that circumitance of fuch per­
fons being excepted out of the redemption? 

From fpeaking their language I had an opportunity of know­
ing fome of the particular laws and cufioms of the country. 

Are you able to afcertai:n the proportion fold for Debt to thofe 
fold for Crimes; or the proportion 'that either bear to ,the whole 
number fold? 

I do not think that I can itate that on any clear ground; I 
conceive that Theft forms a very confiderable part of them-of 
the three crimes, Theft, Debt, and Adultery, I ihould Cuppofe 
Theft takes the lead in point of numbers-Adultery comes next; 
and the feweit of the three thofe fold for Debt. 

If a Slave, defiined for tHe European Merchant, in the poffef­
fion of-an African Broker, becomes unfit for [ale by illnefs or 
otherwife, how does the Broker difpofe of him-the Black Broker? 

There is no doubt but all of that defcription, with very few 
exceptions, are facrificed to their fuperfiitious rites and cere­
momes. 

' In what manner are the Slaves confined, fo as to prevent their 
efcape, between their arrival on the Coait and their [ale to the 
Europeans? 

While in the hands of the Black Broker three out of four of 
the whole number are not confined at all, becaufe, being from 
the interior parts, the Broker is under no apprehenfion of their 
running away from him ;...,....-the other fourth part, the men have 
their wrifis fafiened to a log of twenty-five . or 'thirty pounds 
weight, which prevents them from running away. 

Whether the Natives a're not anxious to poffc::fs the European 
manufaCtures? ' 

They like them very well, but they do not like to pay too dear 
for them-they prefer their o:.vn Gold. 

You 
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You ftated in your ,evidence, that a certain quantity of Grain 
is fold to the thipping-would not the Natives endeavour to raire 
an additional quantity of the produce of the country, if they 
could by fuch produce procure the European manufactures which 
they detire ? 

I have generally found Co littledifpofition to induftry in them, 
that my own opimon is that they would not make fuch endeavours; 
but I do not affert this as a faa. 

Do you mean to fay that they would Rot cultivate an additional 
quantity of Grain. if for that Grain they could procure European 
commodities? 

If I were to draw 'any condution from the experien<:e I have had. 
however improbable it may appear. I am ,very much inclined ta 
think it would be with very great difficulty you could bring them 
to that-I thall give my reafon in proof of that opinion; we rea­
dily buy up all the Corn brought for [ale, and yet there ate many 
inftaoces of {hips being obliged to go to the neighbouring iOand!; 
to procure the qllantity of Corn they want fufficient for their 
voyage. 

Does not that proceed more from the uncertainty of the de~ 
mand, than from the indolence of the inhabitants? 

Generally fpeaking, the demand is pretty certain-the Natives 
know the number of Europeans fettled amongft them, and can 
pretty well afcertain the number of thips that refort there. 

Do you not think that if the inhabitants could not procure the 
European commodities by Slaves, which is now the means of 
procuring them, that they would not have recourfe to agriculture 
fooner than remain without the commodity ~ 

This is matter of opinion-I have already ftated that' the Natives 
~lre not difpofed to habits of induftry, but admit they were fo dif­
pofed, I know no market they can find for their Corn; and there 
are no other articles I have known them cultivate, c,Xcept a few 
vegetables. ' 

Suppofe they had a market? 
Taking it that they had a market,ftill there IS an infurmounta­

ble obftat Je to agriculture. 

What are thofe obRac1es ? 
The obfervation will be confined to that country I have feen­

Near the water- fide it is very rocky, except here and there a [po t 
which 
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which is clear of lfock. wh~le face of the country abounds 
in :rocks; and even as far the di1l:aQce of twenty miles inland, 
where I ftated I once was, found the country, gel'lually fpeak­
ing, very rocky, in{omuch :tbat. eKttpting the article of Indian 
Corn, the foil would not p oduce any thing eIfe in any confider­
able quantities. There ar Dther ob11ades to a commerce of that 
kind with the Afri'cans: t is no iuiand communication what­
ever by water-no beafis of burtben. But admitting thofe dif­
ficulties got rid of, and th t the produce was at the water-fide, 
the thipping of bulky arti s. except at one particular feafon of 
the yeac. muil: be attende ith very great rifque and expen~e. 

'Suppofiog the foil fit agriculture, is there any reafon why 
the Natives thould not emJiloy their prifoners of war, the Slayes 
from the interior c;ountry, d the N ative Slaves, in the purpofes 

. of agriculture, if they fo d it fo'r their advantage? 
I thould fuppofe the n yes would not be fond of trying the 

experiment; the fame da c would attend it as employing the 
cOllvi6ts ill cl:Iltivating th aDds of this country. 

Then you think that 
r~fon for not employill 
that country? 

No other reafon occurs 

e fear of danger would be the only 
J;lves in the (;ultivatingof lands ' in 

You fairl they had no ~ufaaures. in that country-do YOll 

mean ' no manufaCtures for-tbelr own ule, or no manufaCtures for 
comme.r.ce ? 

I helie't'le I {aid I did Ilbt immediately recolleCt any manufac­
tll res they had in that ootntry, nor do I now. 

Wh,lt is their cloathing i n that country ~ 
They have All their d t>athing from Europe-they have not 

.oae yard of cloth made ota the Gold Coall:, from one end to the 

.other . . 

Have they any materials for dying in that country? 
To tQe leeward of the river Volta I underftand .that they 

have (~me nwee d ufmg the Indigo Plant; but on the Gold 
Coall: I do not remem ber ever once to have feen it in ute. 

Suppofing the land was fit for agriculture, is there :Illy means 
of carrying it Oil ; 'have taey ~ny horfes ? . 

I :belie:v:e I remember to have feen three, or the O\Idide four 
hOlfes. 
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horfes, which 'were Arabians, during the whole , time I was 
thel'e-I have imported horfes into that country, in hopes of 
their living, but I never fucceedcd. ' 

III cafe they could raife <:om, how would they get it to the 
water-fide? 

They have no other method than carrying it on the Slaves 
heads; ,there is no land carriage nor ~ater carriage. 

Do you think the Slaves that are brought down to the water­
fide for exportation would be employed in the. ufe& of huf .... 
bandry in cafe they were not exported? 

I think the Free Natiyes would be afraid of making the ex­
periment. 

What time do the £hips :taking the Slaves from the Coaft of 
'Africa fail, whether in the day or the night? 

F or the laft ten years I was in Africa fcarce a ihip failed but 
I faw her go-and when it has happened that a {hip has perchance 
failed in the night. it has been owing to a very early land wind, 
which the iliips generally take the benent of; but the more 
ufual hours of iliips leaving that country is from five to eleven 
in the forenoon. 

To which of the Britilh Weft India Illands are the Slaves 
chiefly exported from the Gold Coall: ? 

Some profeffional men {bould fpeak to that fubjeCl:-Captains 
of {hips, who carried them.-I {bould fuppofe, generally fpeak­
ing. to the ifiand of Jamaica. 

Is there much Ivory exported from the Gold Coaft '? 
I believe I have already faid, that a fbip of one hundred tons 

would carry the whole produce of a twelvemonth in that article. 

Are you at prefent engaged in the African trade? 
I am confiderably concerned in the African Slave trade-I 

thould have mentioned that. when I firfi: came to the bar, if I had 
Rot been cORvinced that the ·circumftance of my being interefied 
in the trade would have had no weight in my mind with refpect 
to the information I was to give to the Committee. 

. Have they any tools in that country, and are they of their cwn 
manufacture, or imported from Europe ? 

I before fiated. that except a bu ngling fort of a blackfmith in 
'- R every 
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e\'fI'I'y"vi11age, I know of no QtOer tndefman, an? ·confeqaently of 
no tools but fuch as thofe Olea work out ·of an Iron bar, fuch as 
·at) axe, in their rough way. 

Are there many of thofe t s in that country T 
They have enough for the; neceffary purpofes of their agcicul:' 

ture. 

Do all the inhabitants of that country wear cloathing? 
. If a fquare piece of cloth_fa yards each way is confidered as; 

.cloathing, they all wear clo",,~i.ng. 

Do you :recolleCt many of h~fe confid.eraine towns~ containing 
.as many as 3,000 inhabitants, all doathed with European manu­
factures .? 

I cannot immediately recO ect the number of villages that I 
have [een" but in every vii age I have [een the inhabitants are 
doathed in that way. 

How are there conlidera villages (upplied with food-by 
public markets, .or otherwi ) 

I believe for the moil: p each family plant a [mall [pot of 
land for corn, as much as t_ey can confume for the fea.k>n; in 
.addition to the corn they Rlfi,nt fome few vegetables. I have 
.already faid fiili is a great afticle of <:ommerc'e with them; this 
fifh, corn, and vegetables, is he chief of their food.· 

By whom is the fire-woRP [upplied to the EQropean fl'lips 
cut down? . 

Moil: Freemen of the diffe:ent towns on the Gold Coall: have 
Jome, two or th1"ee, or more la\<es. The men genecaily cat that 
wood by order of their ~er. who does or does not let the 
-Slave benefit by his labour, as he thinks fit. 

vVhether the Slaves ever r~fQfe the command of their mafier, 
to cut the wood on thofe occafions ? 

I cannot fpeak .[0 particular1y to that point j-if.a Sla.ve of my 
.own refufed to .obey my order I fold him, and I [~fe a free 
Native would do the £lme. 

Are there not Sla.ves belangi.ng to the factories employed in va­
Tious fervices there, and fometimes in the defence of tbofe fac­
.tories ? 

-Slaves belonging to ·the faCtories .. or ·more properly belonging 
to 
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to the public, are a very differen-t defcri ption of Slaves altoc-ether 
-they and their forefathers have been handed down fran:' time 
to time; fa that at the prefent day there is hardly one among 
them that was not born a Slave. 

In your former anfwer, when you fay that moil Freemen of the 
d ifferent towns have two or more Slaves, do you mean to fpeak 
generally of Freemen on the Gold Coail: ? 

Clearly fo. 

Do you not think that thofe Slaves would obey their mailers 
orders, if they were direc1:ed to cultivate Cotton, provided the 
foil were adapted to it? ' 

I cannot take upon me to fay how that would be-fame mighf~ 
and others might not. ' 

Do you think that a trade for Cotton could be opened on t,h¢"" " 

Gold Coaa? 
The country certainly produces Cotton, and might be culti­

vated with that article ;-but it would be a very difficult thing 
to get the natives to cultivate any quantity.-The only piece of 
ground I ever faw cultivated with Cotton in Africa wa.s my own 
planting, which _ might be the fize of the floor of this houfe.­
I would have given the Natives ten times the value of it, if they 
would have gathered it for me, but nothing could tempt them to 
gather it f9r me. 

Vilhether the fame articles, which you offered them for ga­
thering the Cotton, they did not fupply themfelves with by the 
felling of Slaves? 
, Beyond a doubt. 

Are human victims facrificed, except at the death of perfons 
of confiderable diil:indion ? 

Sacrifices at death are confined chiefly to the funerals of great 
men. 

Whether the greateft part of the fhips which you faw fail in 
the day-time were not fhips trading along the Coail:, or were, 
not {hips having compleated their cargo, and going off the 
Coail: ? 

I believe I have before fiated, during the laft ten years I was in 
that country [carce a {hip left the Coail: that I did not fee her 
fail down the Coaa-that is, fhe had completely finifhed her bu­
finefs, and was going to the Weil: Indies. 

What 

" 
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What' prop~l'tion did thofe fbips you faw fail bear to the 
~hole number reforting to that part of the Coall: ? 

A very large proportion; probably four out of every five-The 
lail: feven years I relided at Cape Coall: Came-and near two years 
previous to that 1 liven at Anamaboe. which is the mart of trade 
on the Gold Coall:-Thofe places are within fight of each other­
Every perfonconverfant in that country knows full four out of every 
five fail from one or the other of thofe places-as to the time of 
failing, profeffional men will "ery foon afcertain that, when they 
know that {hips leaving that country mufi: .take the advantage of a 

. land wind, which feldom blows freJh enough to carry them from 
. the rand tin five or lix in the morning, fometimes ten or eleven. 

. Do you mean to fay that the greatefi: part of the {hips leave 
,Anamaboe in the day? 
. If between the hours of five and ten in the forenoon means the 
day, '1 am confident they do, for the reafon I have jufi: noW' 
affigned. . 

Are you of opinion that your having redeemed fome Slaves 
from facrifice, lelfened the general number of Slaves facrificed ? 

1 do not fuppofe it had $loy great effeCl: on the praCl:ice-it cer­
tainly leifened the number to be facrihced in that infi:ance. 

'Vhether the perfons condemned for Witchcraft do or do not 
really perform: certain ceremonies which are confidered to confi:i­
tute that crime; and whether the puniJhments affixed to thenl are 
known and certain? 

I cannot take upon me to f-ay what aCl: they really do commit; 
1 have generally underfi:ood fuits of this kind are infi:ituted im­
mediately fubjequent to the fudden death of any man or woman 
to whom they helon.g, ,and which de,lth they have not been able 
to account for. 

Are thefe fuits merely malevolent, and fraudulently infl:ituted, or 
whether any aCl:s are really performed by the perfous accufed ?, 

I have (aid, I generally underfi:ood fudden deaths giv.e rife to 
the accufations. 

Are married women l'O Africa generally f<!ithful to their huf­
bands? 

We cannot fuppofe them quite [0 conll:ant in that country, 
where the hufuand has fnch a variety of wives, as in other {;oun­
tries, where he is confined to one. 

Are 

o 
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Are there fuch particular refiraints laid 0n the married women 
in Africa, as to make it difficult for them to commit acts of in:­
fidelity? 

I know no reftraints they lay u!ld~r: if themfelves or their 
families have money to pay the forfeit, they generally follow their 
own inclinations. 

What become of female Africans conviCted of Adultery? 
Generally fpeaking they are, I believe, in the {arne prediea­

ment !is the men~redeem themfelves, or forfeit their lib€rty. 

Do you think Europeans, if fo difpofed, could procure as many 
female as male Slaves in Africa t 

I am perfuac.ed they could not; and I fpeak from a great deal 
of experience~I have bought fame h undreds-fome thoufands. 

Do you know whether the tetanus, or locked jaw, prevails in 
Africa among the children? . 

As to my own Slaves, young and old, altogether I do not be­
lieve I ever buried ten",--As to the Free Nativies of the country 
being fubject to that diftemper, I cannot fay. . 

Is it a common thing for perrons· accufed of Witchcraft to be 
acquitted? 

Having already faid every thing I cam on that fubjetl, I do l>l0t 

fee how I can an[wer any further quefiions on it. 

Is that the only anfwer you· can give? 
I can only anfwer to that purpofe. 

If the Slave Trade was to be aboliihed, do you apprehend 
perfons would fiill be made Slaves for every inferior fort of 
crime? 

I believe I before !tated that the Natives wou-Jd conceive there 
was great danger in letting loofe among them criminals of every 
defcription, of which Theft forms a confiderable part. 

Would not other puniihments be fubftituted il'l lieu of Sla­
very? 

They have no other punithments that I know of among them 
but Death and Slavery. 

Are there many ihip's boats lofi in the courfe of the trade 
which go from the !hip to the landing-place? 

S Th 
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The boats are of two defcriptions-trading-boats and water-
i.ng-boats. 

Are many of the trading-boats loft? 
They never land, and confequently are in no danger. 

Of thofe boats which bring off the Slaves to the {hips, are 
many loft ? 

I believe, as far as my obfervations have gone, that of the 
whole number of Slaves exported, not one in a hundred gqes off 
in a boat at all. 

How -are they carried from the tbore to the {hip? 
In the country canoes by the Natives. 

Would not the fame country canoes which carry off Slaves alfo 
carry any produce? 

No doubtthe large ones might. 

Whether the land which you ftated to be in fuch great plenty is 
not fit for the purpofe of C!ultivation ? 

Having already faid they raife a good deal of Corn, Yams, and 
other pulfe, it follows that the land is capable of cultivation; but 
it does not remove the inconveniency of the rocks, which I before 
mentioned to be fo general. 

Do you mean to fay that all the land which is capable of pro­
ducing thofe articles is employed for that purpofe? 

No-nor I do not fuppo[e one thouf;lndth part of it • 

. You fpeak only to that coun try? 
I fpeak only to that country. 

Is that land incapable of being cultivated for Cotton, Rice, and 
the other produCtions which are congenial to the climate? 

I have already faid Cotton will grow there, and does grow wild­
Rice has been often tried, but hitherto without fuccefs-Rice is 
peculiar to another part of Africa. 

Is the general difpofition of the Natives averfe to labour? 
I have generally found them fo-even though well paid. 

Do you fpeak of the Slaves as well as of the Freemen, as to their 
di.fpofitions being averfe to labour? 

I believe 



I believe in general Slaves require mafl:ers at their heels. fo I 
believe the Free People would. 

Do you mean to fay that the Slaves are aver[e to labour? 
I believe they are equally difpofed to indolence. 

Do nine out of ten Slaves rejoice at their falling into our hands, 
though they are aware that they are bought for labour; and by their 
gefl:ures willi to convince the purchafers they are fit for it ? -
- That que{1:ion comes out of my evidence before the Privy Coun­
cil-It will probably fave the Committee fome trouble if I admit 
the whole of that evidence, as taken before the Privy Council , as 
faCt . 

~efl:ion repeated. 
I t frequently happens in a lot of eight or ten Slaves that one will 

be refufed for fome defetl:, [uch as a fpeck in his eye, though other­
wife probably as fl:rong, robufl: a Slave as any in the lot-in mak­
ing a purchafe often or twelve, fuch refufe Slave feeing himfelf re­
jetl:ed, will importune you to buy him, and by every poffible means 
in his power endeavour to convince you he is equally as , capable 
of labour as thofe you have purchafed-this is not in one, two, or 
three infl:ances only, but I have found it generally fo when I fpoke 
of a defect in the eye-I do not mean that every roan refufes a 
Slave on that account, I fpoke principally of my own cafe. 

Do you mean to fay that the nine Slaves out of ten, who are not 
refufed, or likely fo to be, do exprefs this defire of becoming 
Slaves to the Europeans? 

Without regard to the tenth, that is the refufe Slave, I wi lli to 
be underftorJd that, generally fpeaking, nine out of ten of all the 
Slaves I have bought have been pleafed, or appeared to be plelfed, 
at .changing a Black Mafier for a White Mafier. 

Have you not ::dferted that if a Slave was ordered by his Mafter 
to cultivate Cotton, you would not anfwer for his com pliance ? 

If I have an(wered that quefiion, it was a matter of opinion. 

You have flated that the Slaves know they are bought for the 
purpofe of labour-is it your opinion that the Slaves imagine the 
labour to which they are to be put is lighter than that to which 
t hey have been employed in their own country? 

Withou t having any idea of the magnitude of the labou r, I be­
li eve 
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lieye fheir joy ariCes from Ceein c¥1felvcs removed from a fituation 
where they think their life is iJ danger. 

Wha~ is the caufe of the S 
in danger? 

Becau[e they are fubfervient 

Is it ufual in that count 
death? 
. I have alrea~y ftated in wh 

What are thofe inftances ill 
death? 

In obferving their rites an 
fame in fiances which do no 
ropeans-I cannot Cpeak. to t 
that it is foo 

apprehending their lives to be 

or . a Mafter to put his Slave to 

ich the Mafter Pllts his Slave to 

teremonies, and very probably in 
come to the knowledge of us Eu­
caufe, fo well as I can to the faa: 

Do you argue from the pr ability of their being put to death 
for cauCes of which you are to y ignorant? 

I have not preCumed to arg from any Cuch point. 

You have ftated that the Fl'i Natives would be afraid to employ 
the Slaves in the cultiva.tion heir lands; for what reafon do you 
think fo! 

I believe I have not ftated °t as a faCt, but an opinion that I 
thought they would confider 0 dangerous experiment. 

Have you not ftated, that the Free Natives are to the Slaves 
in the proportion of above 0 hundred to one? 

After what I have faid on fubjeCt, I think it rather hard to 
·prefs it further i-the reafon I think fo is, that every gentleman 
vi this Committee muft kn I can [carce be competent to all­
fwer it-there are no calcullJtions made in that country with re-
fpeCt to population, as there in this country. 

What is the foundation of xour opinion, that the Free Natives 
would confider as a dangerous experiment to employ their Slaves, 
whom they now fell to th Europeans, in the cultivation of 
land? 

I have anfwered a quell ion J'UY fimilar to that already-For the 
fame reaCon that we are afraid of employing our convicts in this 
country. 

What 



What is that reafon ? • 
I !hould conceive it very dangerous to let loofe all the felon s 

out of the gaols of this kingdom, under the idea that they would 
(;onhne themfelves to any particular (pot or fpecies of'labour. 

Do you mean to fay, that YOH conceive it to be dangerous to 
the well-being of the fiate to permit perfons who have been COf:l­

viCted of fmall offences, who are Debtors (to fay nothing of thofe 
c01wiCted of Adultery) to goat large jn their native country, 
after having fuffered thepunifhment correfpondent to th~ of­
fence .? 
. I have already ftated, that ther:e are no modes of pu.nilhment but 
Death and Slavery in that country. 

~eftion repeated. 
Experience tells us ita this cOHAtry it is not dangerous ;-but I 

thought the qu.efiion applied to Africa. 

Are the European Traders prefent Oft the fpot throughout the 
whole year, ready to purchafe fuch Slaves as are offered to them 
for [ale? 

Always. at all times. " , 

Did not YOll fay, that there is no manufat1:ure of any kind of 
.cloths in the countries of which you fpoke ? 

I certainly did fo. 

Do you mean to apply that to the country betweeR Accra and 
the River Volta? 

Yes, I certainly do- but fearful left the honourable Member ~&f \\\,,,,(1,,,, 
who afks the quefl:ion may be mifinformed, I beg leave to fiate, , • o " uJ........ (,((.<.{t.. 'that there is a countryy a confiderable way in land, immediately 
between Accra and the River Volta, that does manufacture a fow '(ll';~ t,,k I,}!,,", 
cloths; - the number is fo inconfiderable in the firfr place, 
that I fhould hardly have thought it worth mentioning; but ~ (.'1 
being made in the interior part of the country, I did not think 
it applied to that part of the Coaft I have been defcribing.-I only 
beg leave to fay further, that the num ber of cloths is fo trifling 
as not to be an objeCt-they are chiefly brought down to Accra 
and places thereabouts, which may have given rife to the idea 
-of their being manufactured there. 

Does any Indigo grow in that couRtry between Accra and the 
river Volta} 

T I hard ly 

( 

I 
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• I hardly know the plant itfelf if I fee it; but I believe there 
is a plant grows wild here and there-I have been on the fpot 
with gentlemen who were judges-I was none myfelf-they have 
told me it was a wild plant, very inferior in point of quality to 
the Indigo in other parts . ' 

Is any ufe made of that Indigo by the Natives of that 
country? 

I believe I have before faid, that to the leeward of the river 
Volta they ufe it, and bring it to great perfection. 

Is it or is not true, that about Accra' Indigo grows wild~ 
witb which the Inhabitants die their own cloths? 

I have admitted it grows wild about there-I really do not 
know the Inhabitants do ufe it tbere; but ;.they probably may, 
as they do fo near to the leeward of it-I do not willi to fay 
tbey do not. 

Then you cannot fay pofitively whether or not Indigo 
grows wild about Accra, with which the Inhabitants dye their 
own cloths? 

I have fpoke pofitively to the Indigo growing wild about Ac­
era; but I cannot fpeak pbfitively to a fact I never faw, whe­
ther they ufe it green or manufaCtured, or whether they ufe it 
at all. 

Did you not il:ate, that one of the obil:acles to the cultivation 
of the articles of produce for export_at ion was on account of the 
rocky and mountainous nature of the foil? 

I did. '. . . 

Do you apply that fact alfo to the country between Accraanif 
the river Volta? 

Not fo generally as to every other part of the Gold Coaft. 

Is it or is it not true, that between Accra and the river Volta 
it is a fine, low, level, rich country? 

If the honourable Member in aiking that quefiion refers to 
Mr. Bagg's evidence before the Privy Council, as I fee the Re­
port in his hand, it is the mereil: burlefque I ever read in my 
life of the appearance of the cultivation of Africa.-I am .ready to 
admit, that from Accra downwards to the river Volta is level, 
and much more fertile than any other part of the Gold Coail:; but 
the comparifon between it and the corn-fields that are mentioned 

in 
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io Mr. B3~'§ <:vipep.(;C~ is r~Jltia~ the ,' [~~ jp mm;p · ~ high 
colours. ., 

J)p y.oP "CQUe.(.t ~eiQg ~:x:~mined befpFe tqe Qpll~Illit~e of 
Privy CO~J:lcil ~p.QiQ~~d tQ ~nq4,re into .Jh.e 1lll-te of FR<? §l¥~. 
Trade? . 

I have already faid I admit every thing I fee in that book to 
b.e my evjaeQ.(;~~ 

Do you remember flating to that Committee, that between 
Accra llnd the riv.ef Y ph~ it j·s a fine low, level, rich country? 

In fpeaking of Africa r certainly mull: admit that that part 
.of it, as there defcribed, compared with the other parts of 
Africa which I had been defcribing. going from the windward 
part of the Gold Coaft down to that particular fpot, the dif­
ference:is fa ftriking that it cannot efcape an ·obferver. 

Do you recolleCl: ftating to that Committee, that Indigo grows 
wild about Accra, with which the Inhabitants dye their own 
.cloths? . , 

I may have ftated to the Committee, that Indigo grew wild 
about Accra; but I never remember to have faid it was in ufe. 
nor have I feen in the book that part of my evidence i-if it, is 
there ftated as part of lily evidence. I do not recolleCl: {laving 
feen it. 

Whether, at the time you gave your evidence to the Commit­
tee of Privy Council, 'you had not an opportunity of reviling the 
minutes, in order to know that they were correCl:? 

Yes, I certainly had; and hope the Committee will do ' me 
the jufiice to believe, that I do not mean to deceive them. 

When the Slaves come down from the interior country fore 
and emaciated, do the European faCtors buy them in that con­
dition, or do the faCtors keeo them till their fares are healed, 
and they are fitter for [ale? • 

I cannot anfwer to the general praCtice-the faCtors do not 
tell us. 

Could not the king of Apollonia, if he chafe it, with eafe 
compel thofe of his fubjeCts to labour whom he either puts to 
death or fells, as his caprice direCts him? 

It feems natural enough to (uppofe, that the man whofe life is 
in your power would readily fubmit to any labour to (ave his 

U life;-
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life ;--but political motives, I fuppofe, would prevent the king 
employing him in that way. 

Whether the Princes of the Slaving Country do not keep 
women for the purpofe of breeding Slaves for e~portation ? 

I know of no fuch thing. 

And then the Counfd and Witnefs were direCted to 
withdraw. 

To report a Progrefs, &c . 

. J 
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'lavis, 28· die Maii 17 89-

MINUTES of the EVIDEN CE, 

Taken before a Committee of the 
Whole Houfe, to whom it was 
referred to confider <of -the Slave 

Trade. 

Witnefs examined, 

RICHARD MILES, Efquire. 

,NO ~. 



[ 73 ] 

COM MIT TEE of the Whole Houf6;t to confider 

further of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, com­

plained of in the feveral Petitions which were prefented 

to the Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative 

to the State of the African Slave Trade. 

C Ounfel called in. 

The Counfel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded in their 
Evidence; and called 

Captain J 0 H N K N 0 X. 

Are you now a Commander of an African Ship? 
I have been fo of late-not at pre[ent-and likely to be again. 

How long have you been fo ? 
Between feven and eight years. 

How long have you known the African Trade in any other 
fituation, before that? 

About an equal period of time, as Surgeon of an African {hip. 

What particular part of the Coaft are you heft acquainted 
with? 

The Windward Coaft more particularly--the Grain Coaft, and 
the Coaft of Angola. 

Have you been often on the Windward Coaft, and for a long 
[pace .of time? 

I have been nve or fix voyages on the Windward Coaft; the 
laft was for thirty. three months. 

x Have 
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Have you had opportunities of obferving the government and 

manners of the Country? 
. As much as moft people trading to that part of the Country. 

Give {orne ; account of t gQVenHl"\t1l1t -and ~anners of the 
Country? . - - .. 

I prefume it is the Grain C ft I am now defired to fpeak to-if 
fo, the governmeflt can fcar I be defined by a likenefs to any 
thing in- Europe ;---'it confifls [mall· communities vciry ... loofely 
joined together; where a few dividuals, for mutual fafety, fome­
tinies find it convenient to a mbkfor the difp~tch orbutinefs ; 
eac-h however may' be confider as the King and Priefi of his own 
houfe, .and is held fcarcely ill ny other eftimation than what their 
wealth commands ;-thefe de de every 'thing' thai: can be called 
criminal, and as · the higheft uthority, . are ~nti-tled t-o confide­
rable refpect when alfembled. I know of no law however which 
obliges them to mutual defe e; hence the depredations on Jhe 
property of another are ge1ler ly carried on for private -interefl 1 
fuch is the loofe and veryu Cettled flate of government in that 
Country. 

What are the limits of the 
From SherbrQ to Cape Pal 

Is that Country populous; 
. As far as my. obfervatien e 

land, it is very populous inde 

otaerwifd . 
ds, whiGh is a very ftnall W2fj m-

What is the face 'of ·the ountry-is ) t fwalJilPY~ or other­
wife? 

: Very low and :flat, and in e rains very confiderable .part ot: i~ 
overflowed . 

. Is it a healthy country? 
I apprehend · not. 

'. Is Slavery. known in..that 
Univerfally. . 

, Do the Africans, them[e~v ' ufe domeilic, Slav.es there-? 
Moil: alTuredly . 

. Are thofe Slaves numerous? 
Very numerous f-Ometimes. 

How 
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.How an: Slaves p.rovided which are exported by the Europeans? 
Purchafed from the Native who act as brokersbetw.een thofe 

who bring them from the interior parts and the lhipping. . . 
~ , . 

Do many of the Slaves exported come from the interior part. 
of the Cou~try ? ; . . . . '. . 

I apprehen nine-tenths in the difiriCl: I am now fpeaking of. 

Where docs the. other one-tenth eomeJrom ? J 

In the fmall diftriCl: under our own infpeCl:ion on the Beach. 
, , 

How do thofe one-tenth become Slaves? . 
For various crimes, Adultery, Witchcraft, Theft, fometimes 

Debt, and Prifoners of 'Var. 

Have the ~afiers a right to fell their dome£1ic Slaves? 
' I do not know, as ',to the right. but I believe it never is done, 

unlefs for a crime committed~ and generally, perhaps univ~rfal1y. 
ackl,lowledged. 

In what manner are pe11fbns. tried for cerimes ? 
. 'In every cr~me .hut , Witchcraft they hav.e a fair open t rial, at 
which every individual of the village IMy be prerent. 

In what manner are the trials for Witchcraft carried on ? 
This being: .alWays feCl7et, is to me perfeaty unknown. 

What is the punif11ment on .convidion f0f thefe offences in 
general'? 

.Everyotber .offence .blllt Witchcraft .is gen.erally .commuted into 
Slavery; the Principals in that crime, Witchcraft, are generally 
ftrangled, and afterwards burnt. 

Does the punilhment of Witchcraft extend to any pther part 
. of the Family? 
, ;Generally to all-theyane allbut ,the Principal fold to Slavery. 

iDo you' know how theY' become Slav1!s ·who are b-rought from 
the :interior ..parts.? _ 

By no means-only from the 'Jle~y vag.ue information of the 
Natlves. 

What are the natural productions .of .the Grain CDafi: ? 
The River Sherbro, on the North extremity of it, produces 

Cam 
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Cam Wood; the Southward extremity, Malaguetta Pepper; the 
whole of it Rice, and fome little Ivory. 

What opportunity have you had of knowing the Coaft of An­
gola? 

In being ,three voyages to that part, and during my refidence 
there, always on {hare. 

What is the government, and what are the manners of that 
,<:ountry ? 

That part of Angola which we trade to is governed by a King. 
though under many fevere reftrictions. 

Does Slavery exift there among the .Africans them[elves ? 
I have been no where in Africa but where Slavery exiil:s. 

Whence come the Slaves that are exported by the Europeans 
from Angola? 

As in moil: other places:-;-generally from the interior country. 
"/ 

Where does the remainder come from? 
From the [mall communities of the kingdom adjoining to the 

.Beach. 

How do they become Slaves .? 
For the: fame Crimes as in moil: other parts of Africa. 

Are they tried before any tribunal? 
They have a fair open trial before the Princes of the Blood­

fometimes the King, and al.ways the moil: refpectable of the CDm­
munity. 

What is the puni!hment for thefe Crimes] 
S.1avery. . 

Is Witchc.raft tried there in the fame manner as other Crimes 
are? 
( I have already declared my ignorance of the manner in which 
Witchcraft is tried on the Grain CDait, and knDw nothing marc 

.of it .her-e. 

Who has the benefit of the convict after he is condemned! 
The party aggrieved aLways. 

Is 
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Is it the fame on -the Grain Coaa, and at Allgola ? 
As to the benefit a6fing from the conviCt, it is the £lme. 

What ar'e the limits -of Angola:?' 
That part of it whence Negro<;s are prm.:ided b,y ,the:Englilh is 

very confined-in a larger fe·nfe it takes in the PortugueCe Settle­
ment of Loango St. Paul's, and from thence extends nearly to the 
Line. 

What are the limits, fpeaking from your own knowledge? 
About five degrees. 

';Vhat are the natural produCtions of that extent of Country? 
The Red or . Bar Wood, and fome little 1 vory-I know of 11G1-­

'thing elfe as an article of exportation. 

Do you know the quantity of that Red Wood eXPQr,ted? 
By no means--I was never in that trade. 

Do you know ,of any other natural produc~ 9f that ,Cpl,ltltry. 
that could be made artjclescapable of exportation? 

None, as far as my obfervation extends. 

Could any trade be qrriedon th<;re, if Slaves we·re 'not an 
article of commerce T 

There has been a very f~w .fbips employed in the Red Bat 
Wood, I mentioned-I ,believe, Dothi.ng elfe. 

When did you go the -fir£l: voyag.e to Afric~ as mafte.r of a ' 
;fhip? 

In 1782. 

How rna'ny men did you takeout, {earnen and landmen ? 
Forty-five-rnore than half landmen-{eame,l1 at dlattime 

were not to be got. 

How long were you out on that voyage, before YeJU a,rrived 1Ii 

:the Weft Indies r 
Between fix and {even months. 

How many did you 10fe by death r 
None. 

How many Negroes bad Y0U on board? 
F{)ur hundred and fifty. 

y How 
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How many did you lofe of them by death-? 
Seventeen or eighteen. 

V/hat was the llze of the filip? 
One hundred and eight tons-perhaps {he mightkhave meafuren 

more. 

What part of the eoafl: did you fail to in this voyage? 
To the coaft of Angola, and fo to the jl1and of Tortola. 

Did you go a fecond time to the fame place? 
Yes. 

Whel'e did you .go to in the Weft Inclies on that voyage? 
Dominica. 

How long were you in that voyage? 
Altogether about fourteen months. 

How long on the coail: of Africa? 
In that voyage rather more than feven months. 

How came you to be fo long 1 
From the number of French veifels then lying at Angola. 

How many did your crew confift 6f in that voyage, and what 
proportion of feamen ? 

Thirty-three or thirty-four.- I do not remember ever going . to 
fea but that more than ene-half were landmen. 

How many died in that voyage, of the crew? 
Four . 

. 0 f what diforder did they die 1 
. Fevers. 

How many Negroes had you on board"? 
We purchafed fomewhere about three hundred and . twenty, 

and loft near forty of that number. 

'What was the fize of the iliip? 
The fame veifel. 

How do you account for the greater mQrtality in the ·{ecQnd 
voyage? 

.From 
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'From the length of the purchafe, and from the want of their 
-natural food, which that country. never affords for the Negroes 
exported. 

Did you go a third voyage to any other part of Afrioa lfi the 
fame veifel ? 

' Yes, to Cape Mount , on the Grai'n Coaft. 

How ma-ny men had you that voyage, and -what · proportion 
. of feamen ? 

Thirty-four the whole-and I have already [aid that one-half 
were always landmen • 

. Is it the general praCtice of ,the tracleto have half . always land-­
,men? 

. I have ever found it fo. 

Did you come off the CoaTI: in your own vdfel the third 
voyage. 

No-I fent her off with twenty-five of the people that I car­
ried out in her, after .having been' [eventeen months. on the caall: 

. of Africa. 

What became of the other nine men? 
Three were officers, and ftaid with me-three were unfortu­

Hately loft in craft-and the other three . died of fe,vers. 

How· long did you remain in .the.country? 
Thirty-three months. 

When did you leave it ? 
The.1atter end of January 1788. 

Did you· come off as Captain of a !hip? 
Yes. 

How many Negroes 'had you on board, and how many didyou 
loCe on the paft-age-? 

Two hundred and ninety, and loft only one. 

What iiland did you fail to '? 
Dominica. 

Do you know whether the failors on board Slave S hips are more 
or lefs healthy than .thofe on board Wood Ships? 

I never had it in my power to draw a comparifon. 
Can 
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£an ' yOU e.afilY land heavJ ~fticles on the Windward .coaft f 
1 believe heavy articles c; not be .landed at all. 

Can heavy articles ,be brd1lght from the .Shore to the !hips? 
1 think not-l never knc",," of any.. 

In what manner is Rice or other artid~s, brought from the 
~ore? . 

Rice is brought .in very ~mall balkets generally, iR the canoes 
of the Natives. 

Whence arifes the .diffict ty of thi pping or landing heavy goods 
on that Coan: ? . 

From the very-heavy an .conftant {urf which univerfaUy pre­
vails. 

Is it not very common fi the fmallpackages of Rice to come 
<wet to the !hips? 

Very general1 y. 

Does the Country produ P Rice in greater qu~n.tities than is 
'w2nted for exportation at t is time? 

I have often found that ~ wants could not be fupplied from 
the Country. . 

Are there any Dying'" pods .in ,the neighbourhood of ,cape 
Mount? 

I know of none-Th~ ver Sherbro produces a confiderllble 
quantity of Cam :Wood, and no where elfe as far as I know within 
the diftria. . 

Is 'Vax, or any other art les of commerce, produced 'ther.e P 
Wax is here totally unk own-The whale produces a [mall 

<fuantity of Ivory..; Malaguo taPepper, formerly .mentioned, in a 
,particular part; and Rice 0 er the whole-thefe are all the <U'cjcles 
of exportation that I am ac(uainted with in that Country. 

Is there a: confumption fifT more Cam Wood than we pow get 
from that Country? 

1 believe not-1 think tha mar.ket is overftocked .both with that 
.and Bar Wood. 

Could the trade of Ivory 'be extended? 
At prefent we give them every inducement 16 aert -their io­

,Aufiry which the article will bear.-I ,approoend 1t is not poffible 
to extend it in this 'place. 

A.re • 
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Are there any navigable rivers on the Wood Co aft to the Eall:­
ward of the Sherbro. 

None whatever where a boat of four and an half or five feet 
water could penetrate twelve miles from the Beach. 

In the voyages you have made, do you know of kidnapping 
Slaves, or of their being obtained by fraud or oppreffion ? 

. I never knew the practice nor heard of the word in that 
Country. 

When _the Slaves are put on board the ihips, are they treated 
with humanity and attention? 

Moll: affuredly. 

Are they treated [0 through the whole of the voyage? 
Through the whole of the voyage. 

What is their f00d ? 
Principally Rice. 

What is their food on f'hore on the Windward Coall: ? 
Rice is likewife a principal article of their food on ihore, and 

the root Caffada-Palm Oil-many kinds of glutinous herbs­
Pepper-and thofe on the fea-coa!\: have often fiih. 

What other articles have they on board beiides Rice. 
When Rice is not to be provided in a fufficient quantity, we 

. generally make the previous provifion of carrying out Beans, Stock 
Fiih; and from Africa, Palm Oil, Pepper, Sheep, Goats, Fowls. 

What fort of Beans are thofe? 
Commonly fplit Beans, though I have feen them otherwife. 

Have the Negroes on the voyage you have feen had a fuffici-
ency of food? 

I never knew it otherwife. 

Has the food been regularly ferved to them ? 
It is almoft our fole employment to ferve them regularly. 

Is the ferving of the Negroes left to the [eamen only, or do the 
officers fee it done? 

By no means to the feamen,-generally done by the officers 
themfelves throughout. 

z In 
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In what manner are the Negroes fed on 1hore~ that come from 
the Coaft of Angola. 

The Natives there live principally on CaiTada, which they pre- , 
pare in various ways-foine little Indian Corn-and to thefe you 
may add Fiih. 

What is the food of the Slaves all board {hip. 
The Country itfelf affords no provifion; we always carry _Qut 

Beans-and I have always called at the Wood Coaft for Rice, 
when it was to be got. 

Are the Negroes on the paffage fupplied with a fufficient quan­
tity of water? 

1 never faw it otherwi[e. 

Where do the ihips ufually call to take in their water. 
Thofe from the Windward Coaft fometimes call at Sierra Leone, 

-though every ihip keeps a number of the Natives to bring water 
off from the Beach, either in a fmall boat, or in their canoes. 

What quantity of water have the ihips u[ually on board for the 
Middle PaIrage from the Windward Coaft and Angola? 

Conftantly about one gallon per head per day. 

For how long a time? 
From the Windward Coaft for feldom lefs ~han two months, 

though moil: generally for ten weeks-the pair age from Angola 
heing more certain, a [maller quantity of Water on the whole is 
{uppofed fufficient. 

In what manner are the Slaves treated when firft brought on 
board the ihip ? 

If a number of Negroes are on board, the men are generally 
put in Irons-the females never, 

When are the Irons taken off the men? 
\Vith ~any it is cuil:omary, I believe, only when they reach 

the 'VI' eft Indies-with others, of which I was one, the moment 
we left the Coaft. 

What time of day is it u[ual to leave the Coail: ? 
Generally fpeaking, it is only practicable very early in the 

morning, when the land-wind blows.-Upon the whole of the 
,Grain Coaft you may fail up and down, but cannot well get at 
a diftance from it at any other time. 

Is 



Is it u[ual for fhips to make fignals when they are about to 
fail? 

J never knew it otherwife, but where a fignal was made from 
three to four w~eks before failing, confiantl y flying till the time 
of failing-and to enforce that fignal more, for a few mornings 
before failing a gun is fired every morning .• 

Do the Natives perfectly well underita!1d the meaning of thofe 
fignals ? . 

Yes. 

In what manner are the Negroes placed on. board the fhip on. 
the Middle Paffage ? 

If the weather is any thing moderate, they are conftantly on the 
deck in the day-time, and the grown Slaves between decks at 
night-many of the younger ones are fuffered to run where they 
pleafe night and day. 

During your voyages, can you fay that any of the Ne­
groes have died from their being placed in too crowded a fitu­
ation? 

I never fuppofed that one died from being over-crowded; on 
the contrary, I always found, when we got into any thing of a 
trade-wind, that that part of the {hip immediately under the 
gratings was deferted, to ikreen themfelves from the cold. 

In the time of illnefs, in the courfe of the voyage, have the 
Negroes been taken care of? 

Every pofiible attention was paid to a fick Negro; fa much fa 
that for the fix voyages I was Surgeon of a fhip I confiantly 
ufed to vint them three or four times in the courfe of the night, 
if any were indifpofed. 

Were the [hips provided with medicines and other neceffaries 
for ficknefs ? 

Always-ample proviGon of fago, flour, wine, fpices, and 
whatever elfe could be thought to contribute in the fmallefi de­
gree to their accommodation. 

'Vere any general precautions taken to preferve the health Gf 
the Negroes? 

The utmoft cleanlinefs, fumigations, and fprinkling with 
vinegar, and above all freih air. 

Whetl 



When the {hip is arrived in the Weft Indies, are any medicines 
or means ufed to repel diforders, and make them up for fale ? 

I never knew an inftance of the kind. 

, Has the hcal~h of the White People been attended to in the 
voyage? 

Very particularly, f'O far as my obfervation extends. 

Have you obferved whether a greater proportion of fea~en or 
landmen die on their voyage? 

The greater proportion of the mortality fall on the landmen, 
from not being {eafoned to the country. 

What is the proportion 1 
I cannot fay precifely. 

In the parts of the Windward Co aft, and Angola, are there any 
manufactures? 

I obierved none on the Windward Coaft, except a few Mats 
to fleep on-there are a few Cloths fometimes worn by the Chiefs 
of a village, which come from a country which they cannot de­
f.cribe-on the coail: of Angola they make a fmall Grafs Cloth, 
which is the common medium of traffic; that and a few Caps, 
and Pipes curioufly formed,make the whole of their manufacture. 

Could any of thofe articles be obtained in fuch quantities as to 
roecome articles of exportation? 

The largeft {hip-load would not fetch five pounds in this coun­
try-I apprehend they could not be procured in any quantity. 

Examined hy Members of the Committee. 

Have you heard from the Natives, that many of the Slaves 
brought from the interior Country are prifoners taken in war? 

I have frequently heard, that fome of the Slaves from the inte­
rior Country have been taken in war. 

Do you n:ean by fome, that a fmall proportion are prifoners 
taken in war? 

I mean a very [mall proportion. 

Have you heard that thore wars were eyer made or prolonged 
for the purpofe of making Slaves of the prifoners taken in war. 
t Adjoining 

o 



. Adjoining to the Beach war is always deftruCtive of ' the Slave 
, :rrade, it prevents the Slaves from coming down from the interior 
Parts; and, to ·rea[on from 'a.nalogy,_I fhould fuppofe the [arne to 

··, take place in the interior parts. 

~eil:ion repeated. . 
I never heard that wafS arel ffiadeorprolonged, for tBe purpofe 

, of making Slaves of the prifone~s taken in war. 

You have faid that Criminals have afalt trial-does not the de­
cifion depend abfolutely,on the pleafure of the Head or Prince of 
the [mall Commutiity of-which the Criminal is a member? 

In this fmall Community the Chiefs who compo[e it have the 
· fame degree of power, and when aifembled. t()gether are the higheft 
· authority. . 

Are pedons' tried before, the. Heads. oftbefe :ImallCommunities 
aifembled together'? . 
. J -believe very generally. 

Are they never tried before the Head-of the {i,ngle Community 
• to which they belong? . 

,.I have already [aid that no fingle Community has a fingle Head. 

'.Do you TecolleCthow many Of your crew came home in each-of 
your two voyages that you went as Captain? 

The firft voyage one man left me in the Weft lndies~and in 
· the [e-cond voyage alfo one, and. four died. 

-You have faid ·that the Negroes are-treated w.ith .- hl!lmanity on 
vthe paff'age-are they chained together • 

. No doubt they many times are. 

,In what manner? 
A right and left leg, anda right and left arm. 

Are they ever confined in a place where they cannot ftand up­
right? 

At night, when they go to-fleep, we do not intend they ihould 
: fl:and upright, but that they fhoulJ lie down. 

Can they fl:and upright in the place where they are to pars 
;the night? 

A a .In 
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In moil: ve!fels there is plenty of room to frand immediately un­
der the gratings-in others the heighth is fufficient for them to 
!hnd up a11 over the (hip-and in very fmall ve!fels frequently not 
more than four feet. 

Do you mean that in your own (hip, in the place where they 
were confined at night, there was [ufficient heighth for them to 
frand upright? 

I do mean that there was a [ufficient heighth in my own (hi,p, 

What was the heighth? 
From deck to deck five feet ten inches-under the gratings fix 

feet ten inches. 

Had you any platforms between decks? 
,All round the (hip. 

What was the heighth between the deck and the platforms? 
The fpace between the deck was nearly divided by the plat-

fo.rms, about two feet eleven inches from each deck. 
. -

Did any Slaves lie there? 
Q£ite full. 

Do you mean that they could frand upright between the plat­
forms and the deck? 

Certainly not. 

Could the talldl: of them lit upright in that fpace ? 
I do not ·recollect making the experiment-I · have often laid 

them down there. 

Does it not often happen that Slaves of different nations are 
chained together? 

We prevent that as far as we can by chaining thofe together 
who fpeak the fame language-nor do I recollect an infrance to 
the contrary. . 

Ar~ the Negroes ever forced to dance in the day-time?"' 
I never faw it neceilary to ufe force for that purpofc. 

You have faid that every induceinent which the article would 
bear is given to the bringing Ivory down to the Coaft-do you 

not 
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not imagine that if we would take Jlothing eIfe but Ivo~y for our 
commodities, a greater quantity would be brought down-? 

I apprehend that if the Negroes did not come down to Market, 
no Ivory would come at all. . I 

Are the Natives deurous of having our commodities? . 
No doubt, what are neceifary. 

Do you not believe that if we would take nothing but Ivory for 
the cbmmodities which are neceifary for them, a greater quantity 
of Ivory would be brought? 

I think not-I think the quantity of Ivory which we at prefent 
receive, and for which we give every encouragement, would not 
defray the expence of bringing it down independent of the N e­
groes. 

What are the articles of our trade with them which are necef­
fary for them ? 

Adjoining to the Beach they manufacture no cloth whatever­
of coude they are always cloathed with the manufacture of Eu­
rope-Guns-Powder they have not yet manufaCtured them­
felves, perhaps never will-Spirits and Tobacco, from a long habit, 
may be confidered as neceifaries. 

If the Europeans would take nothing in exchange for thofe ar­
ticles which you ftated as neceifary but Ivory, mats and cloths of 
the manufaCture of the Country, and the production of the foil, 
would not a greater quantity of them be produced and brought 
down? 

Ivory is the only article mentioned that could in the fmalleft 
degree be ufeful to us-the mats and cloths have fometimes been 
brought home, but never fetched a price-I believe more cloths 
and mats might be produced, but not Ivory. 

Would not the production of the foil, in the cafe ftated in the 
former queftion, be increafed ? 

Does the quell:ion mean Cam vVood and Rice, which are the 
only produce of the foil? 

Tho(e or any other produce which the foil is capable of? 
The plantation of Rice, I apprehend, cou ld never be very greatly 

extended, owing to the nature of the foil, and to the extreme 
quick vegetation which every thing in that country is fubjeCt to 
-which renders the annual labour of cutting down, burning, 

and 
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."n.d c:ln y.ing away the trunks and branches of ,trees a1mof1: . In­

. c r~dib!e. 

Whether a {oil {ubjeCl: to {a quick a . vegetation might nof bt: 
,nplied to many articles of produce? 
, Some pans of it no. doubt might. 

W hether man}' parts not now cultivated might not he fo ap­
-plied? 

There :l.re very many parts not now cultivatc.d-which of thofe 
m ight be {o JPpEed I am a {hanger to. ! 

:In the .!hip yuu have been Commander of, had .~al1the . Slaves 
ream to lie down on their backs at night? 

Moil: generally fo-fometimes I have known it otherwife .. 

. On which of your 'voyages was it otherwi{e? 
During the greateil: part of the lail: war the FrenCh gave .the 

Jrade entirely up, and many of the Engli{h ilijps were likewife 
l ai d afide-thofe that went found great di{patch, plenty of Slaves 
?t a very moderate price-furh .times as thofe afforded an oppor­
tunity of fot:Dctimes crowding the {hip too much.·-In my lal1: 
voyage to Angola, a~ Surgeon, in 1781 and the beginning of 
1782, we were much ftraitmed for room, and perfectly in the 
fituation I qm defcribing; and of my 602 Negroes, few, except 

,thofe who {lepJ upon deck, had the. breadth of their back, and we 
911ly loil: nine to the Wand of Jamaica. 

What was the tonnage of that velfe! ? 
I really do not recolleCt, but I believe from 130 -to ISO tons­

.1 think not exceeding. that, but I am not pofitive. 

Was that your only-voyage in which the Slaves had 'Flot ,the 
cbreadth of their backs to lie upon? 

J think my next voyag(f, as Ma{ler, they were pretty much in 
the fame fi tuation. 

Do you remember the number of Slaves and tonnage in the 
,next voyage? 

The tonnage of the velfel, by the regiil:er, was 106 or lOS 

tODs-the number of Slaves was 450, and the lo{s 17 or 18. 

Was that the cafe in any other voyage? 
The lail: voyage I left the eoail: of Afric'l. the tonnage of the 

. .velfel 



velie! might be about 120 tons-fome part of it was appropriated 
to a \Vhite Trader, who had long refided in that country, and 
was then fick-this incommoded the Slaves more than I could 
have wifhed, and perhaps they had not all the breadth of their 
backs-Yet. of 29::> Slaves, I loft only one. 

Is the Committee then to underftand from you, that in no one 
of the voyages to which you fpeak the Slaves had the breadth of 
their backs to lie upon? 

ly' none of the three voyages which I have been now defcribing 
~~ could mention double the number where they had much 
more room. 

To hovv many voyages can you [peak from your own per[onal 
knowledge? . 

With refpea to the room the Slaves had, I can fpeak to ni ne 
voyages. 

Do you mean to fay that, in the fix other voyages, the Slaves 
had the breadth of their backs to lie on? 

I mean to fay that, as far as my memory ferves me, they had 
plenty of room. 

~eftion repeated. 
They might have had the breadth of their backs to lie 011 if 

they pleafed. 

Do you ail"ert this from your recolleaion of the faa, or from 
calculation? 

I formed no calculation in my head, or upon paper, re­
fpecting the fize of thofe fhips, hut only from general remem­
brance, which, I think, warrants me in faying that they had 
plenty of room. 

Can you frate the tonnage of veffels and the number of Slaves 
in each of thofe fi x voyages ? 

I cannot-my bufinefs was to look after the Slaves, and not 
after the tonnage of the fhips-I was then a Surgeon. 

W hat was the number of Whites on board the fhip in which 
yo u carried 4,,0 Slaves in the {hip of 108 tons? 

F orty-fi ve W hites. 

B b W hat 
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What was the length between decks in that {hip, as near as you 
c:ln guefs ? 

I never meafured her, nor can I form a poGtive judgment upon 
it. 

Did it reach feventy feet? 
Could I anfwer that queftion directly, I muft have previou{]y 

meafured the {hip. 

Can you tell the breadth of the {hip.? , 
. She was 'a very ,gr.eat breadth for her tonnage; {he might, be 

about twenty-two or twenty-three feet-but of that I am not 
pofitive. 

What was the depth of the hold? 
That I do not recollect. 

Where did {he ftow her provifions-in what part? 
.In .rooms exprefsly made for that purpofe, in the after part of 

tbe hold . 

-Where did {he ftow her water 7 
In the hold-and ten days provifion of water upon deck. 

W.hat quantity of water was carr~ed to fea in that veifel ? 
I do not pofitively remember the number oJ gallons-but I ' 

remember that we had a number of puncheons of water when we 
got to the Weft Indies, 

If there was fo much water on deck, hew could the Negroes 
ftand upon deck as you have defcribed ? 

The water I have mentioned occupied blit a fmall pa r t of the 
deck, the Negroes (not one of whom was in Irons) had no dif­
ficulty in amufing themfelves. 

What number of boats had that {hip? 
Two. 

Were. they not ftowed upon deck? ' 
They were fufpended on each quarter, as is always the cafe on 

board a Guinea-man. 

How many hatchways had {he ? 
Two principal-beftdes a [mall one forwards, which went into 

where 
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where the fuel was flowed-and two fmall ones abaft, which went 
in to the provifion-room. 

,What were the extent of the gratings on the two longell: hatch­
ways? 

I do not rightly underftand the quell:ion-they were fufficient 
to take a butt of one hundred and eighty. gallons. 

What is the length of a butt of one hundred and eighty 
gallons? 

Ijuppofe about five feet-I cannot fpeak precifely-It is not 
in my line. 

What is the breadth of fuch a butt? 
I cannot fay-but in general the hatchways are fquare, fu$­

cient to take it down fore or aft the hatchways. 

What is the fize of the fmalleft hatchways on the fcuttles ? 
Barely fufficient to admit a boy down into the room. 

What are the common diforders to which feamen are fubjeCl: in 
a Guinea fhip ? 

Fevers,-very feldom Dyfenteries,-I recolleCl: nothing dfe to 
which they are generally fubjeCl: to. 

You mentioned a {hip of 120 tons, part of which was allotted 
to a White Trader-How much of the {hip was allotted to the 
White Trader? 

It was the proper cabin of the fhip, the whole of which was 
allotted to the White Trader. 

Is it not cuftomary before the Negroes arc landed to rub them 
with Palm Oil? 

The Negroes of Africa, where Palm Oil is to be got, rub them­
{elves every day with it-we continue the praCl:ice during all the 
Middle PafTages, as notning can be fo conducive to health as 
cleanlinefs. 

If the White Trader~ not had the cabin, how many Negroes 
could you have flowed in it. 

From twenty-five to thirty-and with platforms many more. 

How many more? 
I fuppofe fifteen at leall:. 

You 



You mentioned the bo 
the night-What might 
of that liberty? 

I had [eventy boys that 
(were below-and twenty 
obferve that none of the N 

.. What {hip .was this in·? 
The {hip of 120 tons. 

'~There were your fearnen 
. ed of J 08 tons? 

Where they always ar 
crofs pieces at the fore-ma 
are laid fpars, and uncle 

::,hung. 

You [aid you could have 
and a platform-and tha 
Committee to undedl:and 
decks. 

being allowed to run about deck in 
the number that generally made ufe 

pt on deck every night, and that never 
lI-grown men-the Committee will 
roes in the Ship were in Irons • 

owed on board the ihip you mention-

n board of Guinea-men-there are 
othen at the main-maa-upon thofe 
which the feamen's hammocks are 

wed forty- five Negroes in your cabin, 
(eventy run about the deck-Is the 

at 345 of the 450 fiept between 

The Honourable Memb who afks the queil:ion has, I believe, 
: miil:aken the veffel. 

Could you have il:owed ore than forty-five in the cabin of the 
veffel of 108 tons? 

I dare fay there were fr forty to forty-five fiept in the cabin 
of the veffe1 during all the iddle Paffage. 

How many fiept on her ck? 
Perhaps from fifty to fix -I do not precife1y remember . 

. Did the remaining part 0 the cargo fieep below? 
Moil: undoubtedly. 

Do you mean to fay that ~60 fiept below? 
There were never fa many fiept below-for there never was fo 

many all together as 360 below-from fifty to fixty on deck, and 
forty-five in the cabin. . 

In the ihips you have been {peaking of, was it the old regifter, 
or the new one? 

The old regiil:er. 

Does 
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Does not that make a very confiderable difference in the fize of 
the !hips? 

Moil: undoubtedly.-It was then the intereft of the owners to 
have them regiil:ered as low as poffible, as the duties were paid at 
fo much per ton, and the lights in the channel in the fame man­
ner. 

Was the regiil:er made on oath? 
That is more than 1 can tell. 

, 

• 

What is the difference between the proportion of the old and 
new regifter, with regard to the tonnage of the {hip r 

Neither of thofe vefIels has ever been meafured agreeable to the 
late act. 

Do you know the differellce between the old and new regifter ? 
No. 

To what caufes do you attribute the difference of the numbers 
per cent. who died in the different voyages? 

For a very obvious caufe indeed-the greater mortality I men­
tioned was from the Coaft of Angola, which Country finds no 
Slaves provifions-we are therefore obliged to carry provi60ns 
partly from Europe, and (when to be got) partly from the Wind­
ward Coail: of Africa. The food of the Natives on the Coaft of 
Angola is principally the Catrada Root, which they ufe principally 
after it has been thrown into water, and na& had time to four.­
This, as a vegetable and an antifcorbutic, refiil:s e/very difpo6tion 
in the habit to that cruel complaint the Scurvy;-from the length 
of time I was engaged in making the purchafe, and the Negroes 
being fed with a food fo totally different from that of their own 
country, nine of ten who died, died of the Scurvy. 

Is that generally the cafe with the cargoes who come from the 
eoaft of Angola ? 

By no means-in the !hip where we took 600 Negroes from 
the Coaft, we only loft nine, owing to the great difpatch of the 
purchafe. 

In the voyage of 1782, from the French haVing deferted the 
trade, and many of the Engliih !hips being laid up, you faid you 
found a ready cargo, and at a very moderate price i-from what 
caufe was that? 

From the number of Slaves then on hand. 

C c In 

( 
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In what manner were thofe Slaves kept on {bore for the market? 
I do not recolleCt ever feeing fix Slaves in the country till they 

came into my poifeffion, fo that I cannot anfwer that quefiion. 

How did you know there was a full market for Slaves,-by 
what fymptoms ? 

By fifty, fixty, fometimes 200 being offered for fale In a 
day. • 

How were they ofiered,-were they brought to the {hip?" • 
The trade is made on lhore, and we fe1dom have the inform~on 

of them till they come into the factory. 

Was you ever employed by being fent on {bore to make that 
trade? 

I made the trade on fhore for two voyages altogether. 

Did you in the voyage of 1782 ? 
In the voyage of 1782 I did-but not in the voyage with 600 

Slaves, when I went as Surgeon. 

Where is the faCtory ? 
On !hare. 

Then when th~re was fo ready a market in 178z, you was on 
fhore? 

I was on fhore only the firll: half of the purchafe. 

In what manner were the Slaves then brought differently from 
other voyages, when they were not fo plenty ?-What conftituted 
the difference between the trade then, and when they were more 
fcarce ?-And what was the difference of the price? 

As to the mode of bringing S!av.es, I never obferved any diffe­
rence, in times of the greatell: plenty or greatell: fcarcity .- When 
they were fo plenty as I have been jufi: mentioning, I think they 
were not much above one third of the price I afterwards paid for 
them. 

Are not !hips trading to Guinea obliged to take more feamen 
than are nece1fary to navigate the fhip ? 

Undoubtedly. 

Suppofe the whole number of feamen were to remain on board 
after 
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after her arr ival in the Weft Ind:ies, would it not be very detri~ 
mental to the intereft of the owners? 

I cannot fee that it would. 

Is it cuftomary for mafl:ers of [hips in the Guinea Trade to 
perfuade or oblige feamen to leave their £hips in the W ell: 
Indies? 

I never knew an inftance of it . 

Did you ever bring home the fame number of feamen you car­
r.i e.a out, allowing for mortality? 

In three voyages I only left three people in the Weft Indies. 

What is the ufual allowance of proviiions and water to feamen 
in the Guinea Trade? 

In my own paifage to Africa I never laid them under any re­
fl:riction with refpect to proviiions-on the Coait I found it ne­
ceffary to put them to an allowance, to prevent their embezzling 
the proviiions with the Natives, which allowance was very gene­
rally a pound of beef a day, and a pound of bread-as to water, 
I never knew feamen put to an allowance. 

Had they any other fpecies of provillons, befides beef and 
bread? 

Flour, oatmeal, peafe-butter occaiionally. 

In what proportion of thefe latter articles? 
Flour, peafe, and oatmeal, generally half a pint per day, fome­

times more-butter, the quantity never a{certained. 

Do you mean to fay each day in the week? 
By no mean s. 

Explain that'? 
I mentioned the quantity 0f each article-and tha t article is 

ordered for the days. 

M ention the days? 
T hofe days are not invariable-[ometimes one thing 1S given 

in a day, and fometimes another. 

Then do you mean to fay there is no regu lar allowance but I 

pound of meat and a pound of bread per day? 
I believe different Commanders give difterent articles on dif­

ferent 
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ferent days; but with t'ne ey had generally flour · twice a week 
-peas as long as they ke good-and oatmeal, wbel\ it ~8B 
found, for breakfaft- and utter occll.RonaHy, n cpreci{e day 
for it. 

Is tlle ComA'lim:e to'l'lnd and that water is con.fiantlyabroach 
en deck, to which the feam. have at all times free accefs ? 

With me it always was fo 

Dbes this aHowabce cont 
That will, in a great 

purchafe. 

I~ it yout'opinion that a 
the ufual number of Seame 
necefrary to continue the all 
-Whole of the voyage ? 

Moft certainly it is. 

And in yaur opinion the fl 
taken care of as in other va 

I . think no feamen were e 
wtre-I wifh not to go on h 

e thr()Ugnolllt the Middle Pa6iige ? 
fure, depend Oil the length of \Qe 

p taking two Slaves to a ~n, and 
can take the quantity of prO'Vifions 
n<:e you have tnentwaed dllring the 

en of the Guinea Trade are as well 
sP 
better taken care of than my own 
fay. 

Is it uCual for mafters of inea mti'ps to fell {pints to (he (ea­
men? 

I never did. 

How was it in thore {hips ere you W'.lS Surgeon? 
I have feen in one or two frels fpirits fold to the feamen. 

Had the feamen no fpirit the iliip you commanded your-
[elf? 
T~ey were regularl y [er\~ d with a glafs of fpirits every 

morn mg. 

And no per[ons fold fpirits on board the {hip you com .. 
manded? 

No perfbh. 

In the {hips in which you ferved as Surgeon~ wherein you fay 
you have known fpirits fold tb the {earnen, what was the price in 
general you remembered tbe kalnen ro hav-e paid for it ? 

Thllt did not fall under my infpeai:on, nor can I pcecifely fay 
what that price was. 

Is 

• 
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Is it not ufual in the Guinea Trade to pay their [eamen enc­
half of their wages in the Weft Indies? 

It certainly is. 

What are the deduCtions ufually made in ' tettling their ac~ 
counts? . 

I know of none but of one !hilling per month for the hofpitals, 
and for the few flops they may have had during the voyage. 

W110 furnilhed them with thOfe flQPs ? 
The lhip always carries out a quantity, fuppoling they may be 

wanted .. 

Are the flops laid in by the merchant or the maner? 
Always by the merchant, a·S far as I know'. 

Does the merchant fix the charge of the differont atfiicles ~ 
I never knew of fltch orders. 

If the articles are laid in by the merchant, is it not u[ualfor 
tbe merchant to affix a price on his own goods? 

There is an invoice price of what they coft him affixed to every 
thing-but I never knew' of any price as th~ fale price. 

Then is the Committee to underfiand that the tale priGt} is ieft 
to the difcretion of the mafter of the {hip? 

No doubt. 

And does he pay to the merchant the whole of the money that 
he charges to the feaman, in fettling his account ill- the Weft 
Indies, or on his return home? 

The amolHit of the fiops is deducted from his account when it 
is fettled. 

Then the mafter has no private intereft whatfoever in the fale of 
thore flops to the [eamen ? 

I never knew he had the leaft, either direaIy or indireCtly. 

Did you ever hear any reaCon given for paying the [eamen one­
half of their wages in the 'Weft Indies? 

It is generally [uppo[ed to be to enable them to lay in a few 
articles to prefent their friends with on their r~turn. 

In t,he agreements made between the ma·fier and the feamen, 
D d before 



before tbey proce'ed em the voyage, is it not ufual to infe-rt a claufe, 
declaring that any man bringing on board any article of merchan­
dize whatever, [hall not only forfeit fuch articles, but the whole 
of his wages, and every thing belonging to him on' board of the 
ihip? 

If this refpe¢1s the Weft Indies .• I never knew of fuch an ar­
ticle. 

The Guinea Trade is meant by the quefiion, and not the Weft 
India trade i-and the queftion is repeated, Whether you hav:e pot 
feenftlch article frand in the agri:ement betwixt the mafier and the 
[eamen? 

I never did. 

And do you not believe it is ufaal to infert fuch an article in 
that trade in ~he ports of Liverpool and Brifiol ? 

I do notbelieve it is ufual in Liverpool. far I never heard of fuch 
a thing-I defire to be underflood. I have known officers in their 
agreement prohibited from making any trade on the coafi of Af­
-rica-but never knew 'the·fmallefi refrrictian laid on the difpofal 
.of the feamen's wages in the Well: Indies. 

Then is the Committee to underfiand that you never heard of 
fuch all article, as applying to the whole of the voyage? 

Never. 

Is it ufual for - the feamen and the mafier of the iliip to figll 
an agreement, fiating the monthly wages that each man is to re­
eel ve during the voyage? 

M ofi undmlbtcdly. 

Do you confider that agreement as equally binding on the mafier 
a~ the feaman ? 

I apprehend it is equally bindilig on both . 

Did you ever know a claufe inferted in anDther part of that 
agreement, by which the mafier and two of his officers are to 
judge of the ,abilities of the feaman -after the [hip is at fea, and 
to make fuch deductions from his wages as they thought proper; 
.and is not the feaman bound to fubmit to it? 

In alI African artides which ever fell under my eye, there is a 
c1aufe, that if any ofl1cer or feaman [hall wage or enter himfelf 
in a fituation which he is not capable to fill, that the mafier 
a>nd two of his officers {hall make fuch a dedu Ction from his wages 
;l S appears to them reafonable. 

WhQ 
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Who is to appoint thofe officers? 
The mall:er to be fure, at fea of courfe-it is alfo exprelfed, 

that one of their own number of the (eamen fuould be prefent at 
the deliberation. 

Can the captain remove the two officers at his pleafure, if he is 
not fatisfied with their condua: ? 

I have ever confidered that the captain has a difcretionary power 
to remove any officer with whofe condua: he is not fatisfied • 

. 'Does a deduction from the men's wages go to the mall:er or t() 
the owner? 

To the owner who pays them. 

Is it not the praCtice before mafters hire feamen to go a voy­
age with them, to make fome enquiry of the per[ons they had 
failed with before, that he may be enabled to judge what fort of 
men they are? 

When it is in his power he will certainly make every enquiry 
he can-very generally it is not in his power. 

If the [camen difobcy any lawful commands of the mafter, 
for the fupprelTIon of immorality and vice, are they not liable, by 
the articles of their agreement, to forfeit in fome cafes all their 
wages, and all their property on board {hip, and in fome (hips only 
to forfeit one month's wages? 

Moll: articles fo exprefs it, though I never knew an inftance of 
either the one or the other in my life. 

Are not feamen who behave in a riotous or diforderly manner 
liable to forfeit to the owners· all the wages due to them? 

I thillk that queftion is anfwered in my lail: anfwer-The failor 
who difobeys the commands of the captain behav~s in a riotOus 
:md dilorJcrly manner. 

I s it not uCual to infert a c1au[e in the articles between mafters 
and feamen, that men entering on board a King's lhip {hall forfeit 
the whole of their pay-and in [orne cafes be paid in dollars at 
6s.8d.each? 

I do not believe that any fuch article ever exifted as the forfeiture 
of the ir whole pay on their entering on board a King's iliip-vny 
generally however it is expre!red, that they {hall receive the whole 
of their wages in the currency of the country in which they are 
p .lid. 

In 
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:Yn cafes of difputes between rna-fier and {eaman, are they not 
bound, under a penalty of C.2", to fubrnit to arbitration? 

I do pot recollect ever hearing of any {uch agreement. 

As fearnen are liable to various forfeitures in the Guinea trade, 
. how is the money fo forfeited difpofed of ? 

r never knew of a farthing fo .got in my life, therefore the dif­
ipofal of it would be veryeafy. 

As you 'confider {eamen liable to thofe forfeitures, do you {u'p­
pofe their neverha.ving been levied to have proceeded from the 
lenity and indulgence of the mafrer, or from the good behaviour 
of the men? 

Every agreement between mafrer and {eaman, in the African 
Trade, having been fo often fet afide by the practitioners of the 

Jaw, and officers on board King's £hips, a man would be a fool, 
indeed, to profecute him Who had nothing to lofe-I mean that 
the artides would not warrant them in withholding any part of 
the pay that the feaman had earned, whatev&r his behaviour might 
have been. 

If YOll confider fuch articles as neither binding on the mafrer 
or the {earnen, of what ufe do you confider them? 

Very little indeed. 

Did you ever go a voyage to Afri~a without making fnch arti­
o cles with the feamen ? 

1\ ever withou t {uch articles. 

Is it not ufllal, in fettling the wages with feamen difcharged in 
the vVefr Indies, to place againfl: their accounts charges for fpirits, 

-flops, and forfeits incurred, according to the terms of their agree­
.ment? 

I have already {aid I do not recollect more than two {hips where 
fpirits were fold to the men-If any received fpirits, jackets., 
:tbiFts, or trowfers, they undoubtedly 0ught to be charged with 
,them, and. always are fo. 

Are fuch charges made according to the di{cretion of the 
mafrer? 

I think r have fa;jd fome time ago they were. 

Is i,t not Cpeci,fied, in the agreement with the feamen, that their 
,monthly wages {hall be in frerling money? 

Very 
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_ Very gene'rally to the contrary; and that one-half " of their 

wages, it is faid, !hall be paid in the currency of the country 
where the cargo is difpofed of-on that account we generally 
give one-fourth more monthly money than any other trade. " 

Is it not ufual to fet agai..nft every mali~s name the monthly 
wages he is to receive in !terling money? 

I never faw fuch ufage." 

D"oes not the preamble of fuch agreement declare that that 
a.gJ,"eement was made" for the e~pre[s purpofe of ' fuch a panicular 
voyage? 

Moft undoubtedly. 

- Do you confider that article in the agreement which com­
pels the feamen to receive their pay abroad in the currency of the 
country, though fterling money is fet againft each of their names, _ 
as more binding on the feamen than the qther articles? 

I have already (aid fl:erling Inoney is not fet againft their names. 
-I confider it as binding as to the mode of payment of the wages­
I have knmvn it very often broken through. 

Do you believe that the feamen, when they agree at the ports of 
Liverpool or Brifl:ol for forty (billings per month, that they do 
not confider it as forty ihillings fterling ? 

In Liverpool I am very certain they do not--l do not fpeak of 
Brifl:ol. 

Is it ufual for ll)afters to explain to them the difference be. 
tween fterling and currency, that difference being very confidera­
ble? 

It is feldom neceffary for the mal1:erto explain it, as anyone of 
their own body can do it -as welt-No {hip whatever from Liver­
pool goes with all new men-if one old one remains, he will foon " 
communicate the information to all the" reft. 

What is the difference between 1l:erling money and currency at 
Antigua? 

" The currency at Antigua is at prefent, I believe, at 175.-1 
have not been at the Weft Indies thefe Eighteen months. 

" What is the difference at Jamaica? 
One hundre~ and fo~ty always-Barbadoes the fame. 

E e Then 
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Then the difference of bei paid their wages ill the We1\' In-
dies and in England is very at? 

, It depends on the place of Ie. 

Is the Committee then to underftand thaf 110 {eaman is certain 
what wages he will re::eive fo the voyage? 

That part of his wages w h is paid ill the Weft Indies, and 
which never amounts to on half, may fluctuate from forty to 
{eventy-five. 

You have (aid the proporti of wages paid in the Weft Indie~ 
never amounts to one-half; ut in cafe he enters on board a 

• King's ihip, or is difcharged 0 you not pay him the whole of 
his wages in the currency of t e port the ihiphappens to be in ? 

The article exprefles that au may fa pay him, ,but r never 
,knew lefs ' th'an one-half of wages paid in fterling, and fre-
.quently to thofe who enter board the King's {hips, {uch was 

- the ftrength of the articles, were obliged to, pay the whole in 
fterling. 

Then is it your opinion t at, by the ftrength of the articles, 
they are obliged to pay the whole in fterling to thQfe who enter 
th~ King's ihips ? 

I mean in defiance of the articles. 

. Do you not think that the !dmiraltyCourts in the ;WeO: India 
If1ands would oblige you to pay the whole in fterling? 

I have ever been fortunate enough , to remain ignorant on that 
head. 

Why did you pay them in fterling, jf you tqought you was 
not obliged to do it ? 

By the fame rule I deliver up my watch or purfe to an highway­
man-by the rule of force. 

What fqrt of force have you generally known ufed to compel 
you t'o pay the wages in fterling, contrary to juftice, and which 
you compare to an highw~yman robbing you of your money? 

If the original agreement entered into between the mafter and 
the people was good for any-thing, and mutually underftood, the 
force I complain of was a violation of all jufiice-that force has 
been exerted in unbending the fails from the yards, and utterly 
difabling the ve1fel from proceeding on her voyage. ' 

Name 
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Name an inll:ance, if you recollect one? 
I do not recollect the name of the King's ihip-rhe name of 

the Captain of the African ihi p was Kendal. 

Was you an eye-witnefs of this trarifaaion? 
I was not. 

In cafe feamen die during the voyage, is their wa,ges .pa.ied t() 
their reprefentatives in currency or fterling P 

E xaCtly in the fame manner as if they had lived, which· is in 
curr,e~cy and fterling, as expreifed in the articles. 

Is it not fometimes in the articles that the whole wages ihould 
be paid in currency? 

I do not, recollect fuch an "rticle; and I :l.lD confident . I 'never 
faw it done. 

Did you ever read the Act of the fecond of Georgr ,t-he Second. 
for the better Regulation and Government of Seamen in tlile Mer-
chants Service? • 

I never did-to an hond!: man ft:w aas are neceifary. 

You have faid that you made three voyages as Mafter of ,l1lll­

African Ship; in which year did YON C4{l;Vey 60'2 Slaves from 
Angola to Jamaica? 

Early in the year 1782. 

What was the name of the ihip ? 
T~e Tartar. 

From what place was ihe cleared? 
From Liverpool! 

By whom built? 
, I believe built for Mr. James, of Liverpool, but the was then 
ten or twelve years old. 

In what year did you convey 450 Slaves from Angola to the 
Weft Indies? 

I arrived in the Well: Indies June 1783' 

What was the name of the vdfel ? 
The Fairy-from LiveEPool. 

By 
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By whom built ? , 
LSpani(h"built,,:prize~made free . . 

In what year did you convey 290 Slaves from Cape Mount to 
the Weil: Indies? -

I arrived in the \-Veil: Indies February 1788. 

, .What waS ·,her mime? 
The Lar'k-from LiverpooL · 

Vlho built "by? _ . 
I believe originally a prize-I do not know. 

How many of the 4-50 Slaves, when they came to fale in the' 
Iflands, were reckooc::d as fecond day Slav.es (thofe put in the fe­
cond clafs or divifion) and how many were reckoned refufe 
Slaves? 

: There was only fix of the whole number put in the fecond clafs, 
and they were fold within an hour-no refufe at all. 

During the la{t war, when the French gave up the Slave Trade, 
and the Engliili carried it on in a reduced degree, what price did 
Slaves then bear on the Coall: ? , 
. To anfwer .thatque{tion, it is oeceifary to fpecify the part of 
the Coail: alluded to. - . . 

On that part of the Coaf!: you alluded to in the commencement 
of your evidence. . 

Upon the Coail: of Angola, which the French hlJ.d totally left, 
I believe we purchafed then at fomething under ten pounds per 
head. 

Did the numbers then taken by you exprefs an anxiety to be 
taken away? 
, App~rently they were very indifferent as to their fate. 

Did you ever hear of a diforder called the locked jaw, en the 
CoafU 
' N ever-I never knew an in{tance of it. . 

What proportion of women to men have you been accuftomed 
to take from the Coaft of Africa? 

N early as two men to one Wom~n. 

Do 
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Do- you believe 'that a Dnmberof women equ,al to the a~mher 

'Of men generally taken off could be procured, in cafe an e'!ual ,or 
higher price was paid for them? 

Where 1 have already alluded to, th€ fame price was paid; and 
from the vail n.umber of wives which the princiFai people of 
that country poRds, I believe it would be impoffibk. 

'Have you a ihipping-paper commollly need for feamea in the 
African Trade? 

I have not. 

Do you kflOW the tenor of [crch ihipping-paper:; if you do, ox­
plain it ? 

I think moll: of the articlr;:s have been already pretty "nIl caiil­
vafied-the preamble;:. to this paper is, that the mailer engag~s 
to pay certain wflges, agreeable to the feveral q ualiiicatioFl6 of the 
crew, for Cervices by them to be done; that to difobey aflY law­
ful commands of the faid mafiers or principal officer, or to 
firike or behave other-wife in a riotous manner, thll: per[Cilns fo 
offending f-crfeit all their wages then due ;.,-if any infufficieAcy 
is difcovered in any of the crew, the mall:er, with two of his 
officers, afld a [eaman who may be prefent, m ay award fuch a 
,dedut\:ion as they think rea[onable.-That thefe articles are binli­
ing till thll: ve!fel arrives at her difchatgitig poet in Cre.a.t Britain; 
and that one-half of the wages is to be paid in the currency of the 
country where .th~ cargo is difpo[ed of. 

Whether you think fuchihipping-paper differs from the ge~j 
11eral ihipping-paper ufed in the merchants fervice in gen eral, 
except in the inll:ance of paying them a moiety of their wages in 
the currency where th~ cargQ is delivered? 

I ne ... er Caw a ihipping-paper in any other part of the mefChants; 
[ervice, therefore cannot anfwer that quefiion. 

Whether the [earn en employed in the African Trade have not 
ten fhillings per month more than the feamen employed in any 
-other trade? 

No doubt. 

. Are you acquainted with the prefent mode of efiirnating the 
tonnage of veifels, llnce the Regifier At\: ? 

No. 

You faid · YOll never knew but (Jne in fiance where Natives of 
F f different 
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-ditferent countries were chain together-nine-tenths being [aid 
'by you to be brought from th interior country, how could you 
know that there was but one i ance of that circumfiance ? 

I think I [aid I did not kno one inftance-when I fee people 
talking together, I always fuppdfe they underftand each other. 

De[cribe the mode of [en'in 
t·ion the quantity they have in 

We have generally [mall ti 
more, which we ferve regularl 
and the [arne in the afternoon. 
lhip are claifed into tens, each 
by which means not one can b 
When the weather is uncomm 
fame quan.tity ·of water in the 
tho[e any way ,jndi[po[ed, have 
or rice-water at their fervice. 

What do the Nativ~s feed on 
Principally Caifada. 

he Slaves with water, and men­
enty-fou.r hours? 
cups of half a pint, [ometimes 

after they rife in the morning; 
he Negroes on board an African 

which cla,ifes mefs bv them[elves, 
verlooked, as they fit in a circle. 

ly warm, we [erve them with the 
iddle of the clay.-The fick, or 

conaant fupply of water-gruel 

Angola? 

Is the manner of chaining ibe Negroes the fame hy night as 
by day? 

The very fame inthofe veff'eU where they are chained at all. 

Are they not chained in the generality of veifels? 
I do think they are. 

Do· yoa not think the acJ.diti al ten 1hillings per month is paid 
as a recompence for the greater danger of the voyage? 

I lhould rather think it an eqUivalent for the wages received in 
currency. in the Weft Indies. . 

In what manner are the Captain, Mate, and Surgeon paid; does 
not their profit depend on the prefervation of the health of the 
Shve? 

Moft undoubtedly-from thence all their emoluments arife but 
a trifle. 

no you ftate the circum!hnce of the Slaves fleeping where they 
could not ftand upright as a fitoation to which Slaves only are 
liable, or are not Britilh feamen frequently obliged to do the 
fame? 

. Every Britilh [eaman in the navy has lefs room above his head 
than an African Negro. 

Have 
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Ha:ve you that circumil:ance you mentioned about Captain 
Kendal, and to which you {aid you was not an eye-witnefs, from 
refpeCl:able authority? 

From Captain Kendal himfelf, repeatedly over. 

Do you believe that occurrence is a fingular circumlhnce, or 
baNe you known or hear-d ·of other cafes of a fimilar nature? 

I ha·ve feen myfelf a King's Officer come on board !hip, and 
:refuie to ,go overboard till he had the whole wages paid in il:er­
ling •. 

Is there any interpreter :between the Surgeon afld · Negroes, by 
which they can communicate their complaints to him? . ' 

In every cargo whatever, fo far as my ob[ervation extends, there 
are always a few got from that diil:riCl: adjoillil'lg~o the Beach-thefe, 
from a long intercour{e with Europeans in general, fpeak Englilh 
pretty well-the moil: of thofe know the language ·of the adjoin­
ing country on their back, and thofe again the language of others 
ifiill fur,ther baok-.by which means we come at the complaints ' of 
the Negroes, through the mouths of three, four. or five interpre. 
ters. 

M ay not a cafe happen oLa Negro being extremely iUin the 
middle of the night, when it may be 'neceffary to have three cir 
four lOterpreters to communicate the fymptoms of his com· 
plaint? 

Such a cafe ispoffible, but barely fo . 

W,hat is the heighth .of the ·room in which the Slaves generally 
:fleep ? 

I think that has been very fully anfwered at the beginning of my 
examination :-My velfel wa-s five feet ten-fuppofe the Negroe:s 
:head to be eleven inches, he will ha,ve two feet dear above th,at. 

What is the heighth in a thirty-two gun frigate between 
·decks? 

I make no account of the diil:ance of the hammock from the 
.floor below, but only the quantity of fpace above their heads. 

What is the fize of the Fetters by which they are chained ; 
what is the difrance between the two rings? 

The iron which goes round the leg is very near half of a circle, 
.each end of which is a kind of eye through which a bolt run s, 
which bolt goes tlttough the eyes of the rings upon the legs of 
.differen t N egroes~ 

Wbt 



What is !j}e l~Bg.t1;} ()f thqt bolt? 
, Gen~Eu,y abolit fix 01' !light iacOl!s" preQifplo/ IN: fqJl1tl witb re­
{peCt to the wriil-iron, except on a more Dender e.®frrqC\.ion. 

What number "·of Negroes are brought on deck at ,one time, il~ 
the Gom"fe of the day? 

An .the Negroes in the £hip., withoq! .di.il:in,&iQn~ are upon deck 
the whole of the day? . 

From what hours., in fair weather? 
From eight in the morning to five in the evening., (pea1i:.ing 

generally;. it mufibe very bad weather when th.e-y ¥~ not brougJ:1t 
·on deck. 

Do you think that tpe Slaves lie d.ur~ng the night l.n any to­
Jerable comfort? 

I have no .doubt ,bgt ;tl).ey do. 

Did you ever fail in a veffel ean~d The Benry of Liverpool., 
Ca ptain HollingfwQrth?-

1 never did, nor ·ever heard ·of the veffeL 

Have yqu unqerfraqll t~a.t the complaints of tbe Nc::graes whoru 
you ha¥e iltteqdeq WhyQ ill have aFiIe.R frrom bo.dily dl[orders, or 
'uneafinefs of mind? 

By ever) fymptorn whfch r11ey difcovered, I have always under­
,ftood their complaints yo.ceeded from the body. 

Have YQ-u ever heard G:therwife from any of the ia.terpreters ? 
I never did. . 

_. Po you not know 6at the captain ~d omcer-s .of Afr.ic:'to ' fhips 
receive a rr.oiety of their wages, as w~ll :~s tbe k~m .. en, in the cur­
rency of the ports at which they diiCharge in the Weft Indies? 

Mo.!1\: affuredly they do, and for th~ [a.we length of ti:;ne with 
the meaneil: landfman on board the fbip. 

Do you know what the tonnagegf ~ 64 glJil ihip i$ ? 
I do not. 

Do you [uppofe it to b¢ l,SOO ton.s f. 
1 cannot form a judgment. 

Do you know the number of men! 
I f(uppoIe 500. 

Are . 
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Are not tbe Slaves fecured by an additional chain when they are: 

:brought upon deck? . 
The Slaves on board my fhip haa neither additional chain nor 

irons, either by night or by day. 

Do you mean .in all your voyages? 
Ever fince I have .been mafier ? 

In how many voyages.? 
In three. 

Whether, f.rom the .timeof y,our failing from the 'Coafi, the 
:Slaves were out of irons? 

1 mean from the time of failing from the Coaft. 

On what did you depend for the fafety of your {hip 'and crew? 
I depended on the good behaviour of myfelf and, people towards 

them. 

Do you 'know any thing refpecting the regiftering of velfels? 
Not according to the prefent ACt. 

Do you according to the former praCtice? 
The former praCtice was to lower the number of tons as much 

,as pollible. 

Was not an ·oath taken at the regiftration of fuch ve1fel ? 
N at that I know of. 

Do you fay that in your vella, in which there were 600 Slaves, 
that all thofe Slaves were brought on deck at one- time, and con­
tinued there during the day without irons? 

In the veifel with 600 Slaves, all the Slaves were brought on 
deck at one time, and remained there the whole day-I was then 
only Surgeon of the {hip ;-when I fpoke of their being without 
irons, it was at the time that I was Mafier. 

In the Ships wherein you failed as Surgeon, did you never prac­
tife any expedients to fupprefs the appearance of difeafes imme­
diately previous to the fale of the Negroes? 

The quefiion being objected to; 

The Counfe! and Witnefs were directed to withdraw. 

Gg And 
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And being again c:il ~d in ; 

The queftion wasrepeaq~. 
I never did. ~ 

Did you ever know fuch xpedients praCtifed '? 
Wherever I was as a S geon, there were no other Surgeons 

but fuch as were under I , of courfe there was no' practice of 
that fort-at prefent I d( not remember having heard of any 
fuch expedients being pra 'fed by any body. 

When you failed as Ca ~in, did the owners everconfult you 
as to the number of Slaves Ihe .veifel was deftined to take on board 
on the Coaft ? 

Not as to the number, ~ t frequently as to the accommodation 
of the Slaves. 

Upon what grounds did t ou form the opinion YOll gave to the 
owners refpecting the aCeD! modation of the Slaves? 

From conftant obfervaticp. • 
. 

What do you mean by acl:ommodation ? 
I mean whether they halk room to lie-whether the provifions 

,were properly dretred-whter their little wants were amply fup­
plied-and whether tho'fe tovifions were ferved to them in due 
time, and in fufficient abun ance. 

Was yon ever confu1t~a~ythe-t>wners, prev.iojSily ·to yoar .fail­
ing from England, as to the number of :&laves which the vena 
would properly accommod :t,::r 

I do not reco1'leCt I wa"S. 

Did you conceive YO'uilllf competerrt -to ' g.ive .information ;t~ 
this C<91nminee re(pdting\lJte manning, .1fc!>1'lIlage, or other patti­
culats of His Majefty"s Nlky ? 

By no -means. 

And then the CounfeI and W.itnefs were directed to 
withdraw. 

'The 
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The -Comm-ittee being informed, That the Planters of the 
Britilh Colonies, whofe Petition is referred to this Committee, 
having, as they conceive, a different Intereft from the other Pe­
titioners who already appeared by their Counfel before the Com­
mittee, defireGl that they might be heard by their Counfel fepa­
rately, in fupport of their Petition. 

To which the Committee having agreed; 

Mr. Hotchkin, who attended on Behalf of the Petitien of the 
Planters ,of the Brit~lh Colonies, whofe Names are thereunto 
fuhfcribed, in Behalf of themfelves and other Proprietors in the 
faid Colonies, was called in, and acquainted that be might be 
heard in SU,PPDrt of the [aid Petition. 

To report a Progrefs, &c. 
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Martis, 9· die 7unii 1789-

MINUTES of the EVIDENCE. 

Taken before a Committee Qf the 
Whole Houfe, to whom it was 
.referred to confider ()f the Slave 
Trade-

WiUlefs examined, 

Captain JOHN KNOX. 
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COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe to confider further 

. of the Circllmfiances of' the Slave Trade. co~p]ained of · 

in the feveral . Petitions which were prefented to the 

Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative to the 

State of the African Slav.e Tr.ade.' 

C OunfeI called in. 

The Counfe! for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded in 
their Evidence; and called 

-Captain WI L L I AM MAC 1 N T 0 S H, Commander 
of a lhip in the Eaft India ~ompany's fervice. 

Was you ever on the Coaft of Afrie.? 
Yes. I 

When was yeu Drft there? . 
In the beginning of the year l760,~t Senegal-remained there 

till July 1762. .. 

In what ca.pacity? . _ 
I was the greatu part of the time midlhipman and captain's 

clerk of a King's veffel-I was fiatioMd there for the defence of 
the entrance of the river Senegal. 

Was you fiationed in the fame place during the whole time you 
nayed upon that coaft ! 

H h In 
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In the fickly feaCon the veifel was always ftationed at the mouth 
of the river-in the healthier. feafon !he remained generally about 
twenty miles higher up the rIver, and layoff the fort. 

- Of what number did the crew of the {hip you was In con­
flfr ? 

I thi-f.lk it originally confi!l:ed of 57 men. 

What was the !l:ate of the health of the crew during your fray _ 
<In the Coafl: ? 

There was a very ungula-r degree of mortality-we were fFe­
-quently fupplied with men by men of war-they fent down the 
Coa!l: of Africa a few men at a time, fometimes by preffing, and 
fometimes by men entering, and we buried a great many mC!re 
than our original complement.--To the be!l: of my recolleCtion 
th«re were only two other perfons befides myfelf that ever came 
off the Coa!l:-and the veifel was at la!l: obliged to be left there, 
where {he funk in the river, for want of people to navigate her' 
off, and it not being thought an objeCt to fend per[ons for that 
purpo[e. 

When did you vifit the Coall: again? 
Not for a great many years afterwards-in the year 1774. 

In what capacity was you in 1774 ? 
I was mafrer of a !hip in the Wefr India trade. 

What part of the Coa!l: did you then go to ? 
To Senegal. 

How long did you fray there? 
A very iliort time-I went merely for information. 

Did YO,u at that time take any Slaves on board? 
No-after getting the inforrI).ation I wanted I went Imme­

diately to the Weit Indies. 

When di,d you again go to the Coa!l: of Africa? 
I went again in 177 5, af.ld again in 1776-1 was then in the 

fame fituation, Captain of a Weft Indiaman. 

Did you purchaCe Slaves on the Coa!l: in thofe voyages? 
\ Yes-aoove 200 in ea.ch voyage. 

How 
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How long did you ftay on the Coaft in each of thofe voyages r 
Not above a fortnight or three weeks at each time. 

Did you proceed from thence with your cargo of Slaves to the 
Weft Indies, and to what Ii1and? 

To Grenada. 

What was the ftate of the health of the crew and of the Slaves, 
. during your ftay on the ~oaft in each of thofe voyages? . 

During my ftay on the Coaft, and in my pafTage to the Weft 
Indies, my crew and the Slaves were in perfeCt health 111 both 
voyages. 

How many of the crew died in either of thofevoyages ? 
I faid before they were all in perfect health-of courfe none: 

of them died. . -

Did they continue in health, particularly the Slaves, during 
your ftay in the Weft Indies before they were landed? 

PerfeCtly fo-but they were not long before they were landed 
and fold. 

Did you go to the Coaft of Africa :1t any time after thefe voy­
ages? 

Yes, again in 1778, with Government Stores to the Gold ~ , 
Coaft, and ftopped at Senegal in my way . . 

In that voyage how long did you ftayon the Coaft ? 
From my fidt arrival at Senegal to my leaving the Ifland of 

St. Thomas, it was near five months-from the beginning of 
April to the end of A uguft. 

Did you then trade for Slaves in that voyage? 
I purchafed fiffl feventy at Senegal-then I ftopt at Gambia 

and Sierra Leone in my pafTage to the Gold Coafr, and compleated 
my purchafe on the Gold Coaft, after having landed my Govern­
ment cargo. 

To what number might your cargo amount when com-
pleated? 

Under 400. 

What was the number of your crew in that voyage? 
Forty-eight. 

Was 
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Was the crew he3llthy, or otherwife? 
Very healthy. 

How were the Slaves? 
The Slaves were healthy alfo. 

How were they during the Middle PafTage from the Coail: to the 
We[,t Indies? 

The crew and the Shliil'es were perfectly healthy during the whole 
voyage. till my a'fJiival in the Wetli Indies-I do not remember 
I had a {eaman fick ;~when I fa.id the Slaves Were perfeCtly healthy, 
I meant generally' fo-five or fix died. 

Do you mean tl1at orily that number died duti.ng the coune of 
that voyage? 

I certainly do-but whether five, fix, or [even, I do not re-
member. . 

. On what ifiand were they landed? 
At Gre1'lada. 

Did they continue in the fame fiate of health during their .fray 
till they were landed r 

Yes: 

Have you been in Africa fince 1778 ? 
No. 

During the t~flIle you Wa>S on the cooil: (i),f Africa in thefe· leveraJ. 
'voya'ges, did you' freqllrent;Jy go on {hQl11e ? 

Yes, very frequently. 

How far in land h~ve you ever been? 
WheR I bdonged to the man of wa,r floop, I -made frequent 

<txcurUons into the country, a.nd have beelil ab[ent feveral d~js at a 
time-and I tra,velled OFlce from Senegal to Cor-ee., and hac~. again~ 
on foot. 

. Dmim,g thofe times. naJ you any ..opp.ortunity of obfervi.1g or 
hearing in what manner they became Slaves in Africa? 

I cannot give perfeCt information on that queftioll-I ha ~ al­
ways underfiood that on the Sea Coaft of Senegal partie llarly 
they were made S,la..ves. of for different crimes-but the grel:!ter 
proportion of them come down the River from the interior parts 
of tlle Count]]. 

Did 
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Did you ever know, or ever hea·r of villages being deftroyed or 
pillaged for the purpofe of procuring Slaves? 

In the 'country I am talking of certainly nGt. 

Did you ever know or hear of Slaves being kidnapped? 
No.-Does the queftion mean kidnapped by Europeans, or 

Natives? ' 

Either by one or the other? 
I certainly never heard of their being kidnapped by the N a­

tives-I heard of Slaves being kidnapped by Europeans, as I have 
heard many other tales, but I never raw a man who told me he 
was an eye-witnefs of it, 

During the feveral voyages you have yourfelf made on the Coail:, 
have you ever known kidnapping happen? 

No. 

During the time you have been there, has there been always an 
equal demand for Slaves? 

I was on the Gold 'Coaft a lingle !hip, the.re was no purchafer 
.but myfelf. 

At that time did you find the Slaves in great plenty? 
The price was reduced in confequence of my being the only 

purcha[er. 

Had you, at an'y time, any reafon to apprehend what would be­
come of the Slaves, if there was no European pl1rchafer for 
them? 

At the time when I was there a tingle {hip, in 1778, when 
the French and American War prevented the merchants from 
£tting out their ibips for Africa, I wanted to reduce the price of 
Slaves-under thefe circumfiances I thought they kept them too 
high-this created a delay ;-in the interim I rea[oned with the 
principal 'people about the folly of keeping up the price of their 
:Slaves, when it was likely there would be no purchafer for 
them-and I a!ked the principal people, particularly a Chief 
Man of that Coafi:, what they would do with their Slaves if there 
was no purchafer - he hefitated without giving an an[wer a 
confiderable time-I followed up the quefiion, by obferving to 
him (1 alluded to prifoners taken in war generally) that they 
mufi let them all go again,-The anIwer he made was-" What 1 
... , let them go again, to come to kill me again?" -And, in ibort, he 
I,ave me plainly to underftand that they would put them to death. 

Ii Can 



Can, yo~ inform th~. Co~mittee, whether ,tFl'e -tMding -!hips fail 
,from the Coaft of AfricaIn the night or in th'€: day? ' 

From that particular ,part of th~ Coaft always in the day-ge­
nerally in the morning. 

Do they make fignals when about to 'fair? 
'Several days before failing. 

Are the figna11> fu.ch tbat it is per.fectly underftooqth~ [hip is 
.aboutto fail? 
~ Certainly fo. 

Do you know of the fiate of health .of any oiher King"s [hip 
ftationed on , that Coafi, e~cept that on board which you was in 
your firfl: voyage? 

In 1778 I went on theCoaft, accompanied with the Weazle 
floop of war-there were two large American privateers there­
we underftood, they had heen at Senegal a few days before our 
arrival.-We went from Senegal to Gambia, and frGm thence to 
Sjerra Leone, ' to look for the Minerva, a higate of thirty-two 
guns, difpatched before ,us-we found her gone Jrom .th.ofe places 
a day or two before we arrived.-\Vhen we came to Sierra Leone" 
we found that .the Cap-tain (Captain Stott) who commanded the 
frigate, 'inftead r of going down the Gold Cqa{l:" had gone off to 
the Weft Indies., having, as 1 underftood, above eighty people 
fick in his fhip. 

From your experience :in the trade of the .ceaA;.of A,fri,ca, can 
you fay to what caufes the mortality which femetimes happens 011 

, board fhip is to be attributed? 
I do not underftan.d there is any par,ticular- degree (i)f mortality 

in fhips on the open Coaft, whether Slave iliips or other.s-l;Ipt 
vef1els that go up rivers where tae cO,untry i1; fwq.rppy .. and_where 
there is. not a free circulation of air, thefe are pl~~e~ 1 underfi<lnd 
to be unhealthy; but I nev:er was up th~ 1"i~el;s , myJ;t:lf • .except 
Senegal river. 

Did you obfer.ve ihe produce of Afx:ica, what aT-ticles of mer­
chandize it produces bdides Slaves? 

No-I have no knowledge that jultifies me in. giving ,informa>: 
·tion on that fubjecl.-In Senegal Iobfervecl that country. pro:-, 
,duces Cotton an¢ Corn chiefly. 
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Can you fay whether Senegal pt0duces any quantity .of CottollL 
'{)r Corn for exportation? , ' 

I do not believe allY ever is exported. 

Have you now any connexions with the African 'trade ? 
, No, nor have had during -the 1aft ten years-nor am I likely 

cever to have any~ 

Examined by Members of the Committee. 

What is the fize of the velTel you commanded in the tWII.' 
'voyages when you was a forfnight on the eoaft.? 

The fame veffel bothvoyages-lhe was about .25° tons. 

H0W ~any Negroes ,did you carry off? 
Above tW0 hundr~d each time. 

Did you not attribute their healthi-nefs 10 the fmall number of 
.N egroes on board, and the lhortnefs of the time on the Coaa ? 

To the iliortnefs of the time, but not to the {mall number of 
Negroes I had on .board. 

What was the fize df the ihip in which y-ell carried -40,0 ,Ne-
groes ? • 

About 300 tons. 

What washer name r 
'The ~ymond. 

When you fay you loa fo few in that voyage, did y()U mean , to 
anclude Senegal and the Coafi: of Africa in the word' Voyage r 
Y~. ' . 

Is not Goree an -I1land ? 
Yes. 

What did you mean 'by t'ravelling on foot from Senegal to 
'Goree? 

I ferried acrofs from the land to Goree. 

What in your opinion is a proper quantity of water to lay in 
lPer day, including what is neceffary to drew their victuals, from 
·the Coaft to the Weft Indies I 

I did 
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I .did not myfelf carry them as a common Guinea-man-I 
lhad' a great deal of fpare room; I ,put but few of them in 
Irons, and had plenty of provifions and plenty of water for 
1hem. 

Wha,t qual'ltity of water do you think it neceffary t.o put on 
board for a White man for that voyage? , 

Taking in all expences, I think a gallon of water per day a 
'"ery large allowance. 

Is it to be underfiood that you do not know what water is 'ne­
ceffary to lay in for a Negro per -day '? 

I have not exaCtly ,calculated it-but I ihould think three quarts 
a great all:owanc;e. . 

Do you include the drefiing of their provifions in that quantity 
-the provifions confifiing of roots and corn ? 

Yes I do-but I faid I had always a fuperfluity, and did not 
fiint them. 

Did you agree with the [eamen to p.ay them half their wages 
in the currency of the country where they were paid? 

They were not paid any where till they came to London-I 
made no fuch agreement with them. 

Did you fell fpirits or tobacco to the feamen on the Coaft! 
Very little-[pirits particularly. 

What charge did you make upon the fpirits ? 
That I cannot recollect-but I always treated the people very 

l.iberal.ly. 

What proportion did the prifoners of war in your opinion bear 
to the whole number of Slaves on that part of the Coafi wherein 
you converfed vvith the principal perfon ,concerning the lowering 
the price of Slaves? 

I did not enter into that difrinCtion. 

Have you been much acquainted with the \Vefi Indies? 
I was mafier of a £hip fifteen years in the W·eil: India trade, 

including thefe African trips. 

Have you had frequent occ~on to be on the plantations, and 
to fee in what manner the Slaves were treated J 

I had 
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I had frequent occafions to be on the plantations.-There are 
many others more competent to anfwer concerning the Weft 
Indies than I am, therefore I ihould wilh to decline it. 

Whether many of the failors that go out in the African ihips 
do not return home in the Weft India lhips-by what is called 
" in the run home ?" 

Great numbers of them do. 

Whether what they get by the run is not much more than the 
monthly wages they would receive in the African ihips ? 

More than double. 

Do you think that Circum{lance one inducement for the failors 
to defert the African ihi ps in the Weft Indies? 

Yes, certainly a very {hong one. 

Did you ever hear or know of wandering tribes of Moors 
croiling the Niger, and taking the women out ,of the villages 
when the men are at work? 

During the time I relided there. I do believe no fuch thing 
eyer happened-I never knew it h~ppen, and do not believe it 
ever did. 

Do you think their affeCtion for their families is as {lrong as 
it is in Europeans? . 

I do not think it is by any means ; and in corroboration of my 
.oplillOn-

The Witnefs was about to {late a letter, faid to be written 
by Governor Hippdley about thirty years ago. 

The Counfel and Witnefs were diretted to withdraw. 

And being again called in, 

The Witnefs was diretted to proceed. 

I mean that the affettion of thofe perfons from my own obfer­
vations are by no means fo {hong; and in corroboration of that 
fatt, I mentioned this letter, which was written many years be­
fore the Slave Trade was thought of being aboliihed, and by a 
man who had every means of being well informed.-As the ex­
tratt is very ihort, I defire to know whether the Committee will 
permit me to read it ? 

K k W here 
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Where had you the letter from? 
I only believe it authentic from its being in the Annual Re­

gifter. 

Do you think that wars are 1l:irred up in Africa for the fake of 
-obtaining brandy of Europeans? 

No. 

Have you reafon to believe that the Slaves come to the Coafl: 
: from great diftances ? 

Yes, very great diftances. 

What are your reafons for thinking [0 ? 
I carried with me from Senegal, as I faid, feventy Slaves to the 

,- Gold Coaft, and I found that many of thofe Slaves perfeCtly un­
derftood the language of thofe Slaves I purchafed on the Gold 
,Coaft.-Thefe Slaves that I brought from Senegal came from the 
country of Galam; from that circumftance I infer that there is an 
uninterrupted traffic through all the track of country from the 
Gold Coaft to the head of the River Senegal. 

Were the {hips you commanded as conveniently fitted up for the 
. accommodation of Slaves as the Liverpool {hips are at prefent ? 

I do not know any thing of Liverpool {hipping at prefent.-She 
was not fitted up fo conveniently as the Liverpool fhips were at 
that time. 

Are you acquainted with the manner ' in which Slaves are car­
,ried in the {hips 'of foreign nations; is it more favourable to the 
Slaves in point of cleanlinefs, or otherwife? 

I am not acquainted with it. 

Can you ftate whether it is more or lefs favourable? 
I know nothing about it. 

Are you fufficiently acquainted with the mode of treating Slave~ 
-in the Weft Indies to inform the Committee whether they are 
comfortable, and appear contented? . 

Yes, I think they do.-I faid before, that I willi not to enter 
into the circpmftances of the Weft Indies, but I would fpeak as 
far as my information goes. 

Do any free Africans come on board Slave !hips to viiit Slaves, 
and !hew them ads of kindnefs? 

No-very feldom. . 
What 
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What was the number of females.in your cargo of 40o ? 
I do not exaCtly recolleCt-not quite half. 

'V'hat price did you pay for males? 
I do not exaCt! y recolleCt-£. 16 or £. I 8 . . 

What for females? 
. I think the difference about £.4. 

More or le[s ? 
Lefs. 

bid you wilh to procure an equal number of females? 
No, I did not. 

Why? 
Becaufe I thought the men would turn to better account. 

Might an equal nurpber of females have been procured? 
Yes, when I was there, certainly. 

What wages are commonly given able feamen in the Weft 
India trade in time of peace? 

According to the [eafon of the year in which the fhips are 
fitted out, from twenty-three lhillings to thirty fhillings per 
month. 

What proportion of the fame feamen taken out by you did you 
generally bring home? 

I cannot fay, two-thirds at lealt-there are few voyages in 
which feamen do not run away in the courfe of the voyage. 

What becomes of the feamen taken out in the Weft India 
111ips, which want fa many men to bring them back again? 

Some die-fome go to America-and fome to the French 
if1ands. 

Would the Slaves on that voyage, in which you took 200 

Slaves in a lhip of 250 tons, have been equally healthy if 500 

Slaves had been on board? 
I believe they might, if I had been no longer on the Coall:­

the longer I remained there the greater degree of ficknefs there 
would have been, in all probability. 

You 
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You will explain why you apprehend that if you had twice 
the number of Slaves on board the veifel in the Middle Pa!fage 
there would not probably, during that palTage, have been a mor­
tality greater in proportion? 

During the Middle Paifage they would have been longer on 
board; but my ihip was able to carry more than double the num­
ber with a great deal of excellent conveniencies. 

Is not in general the circumilance of remaining long on the 
eoail more fatal to the crew than the length of the voyage, and 
being crowded on the Middle Paifage ? 

Certainly it is. 

Do you Include the feamen as wei I as the Negroes? 
Yes. 

Do .you mean that, during the fray on the Coail, even before 
the !hip is full, a greater proportion of the Negroes on board 
die in the [arne time, than in the courfe of the Middle PaGage, 
even when it is completely full ? 

It is a queilion of opiniort-I cannot anfwer from experience, 
for I loil a very few, as I ilated before-when they died I can­
not ilate. 

Having faid that the remaining longer on the Coail is more 
fatal to the crew than the length of the Middle Paifage, and the 
being crowded in the Middle Paifage; and that you included in 
that account Seamen as ", .. ell as Negroes-on what is that anfwer 
grounded? 

In my anfwer I meant comparatively as to the time, becaufe 
they remain much longer on the Coaft-double or treble the time 
they are on the paifagc. 

, 
Do you mean that men perilh on the Coail becaufe the ilay on 

the Coaft is longer than the Middle Paifage; or that a larger pro­
portion periih in the fame fpace of time on the Coa1l: than in the 
fame [pace of time during the voyage? 

I mean becau[e they remain longer on the Coa1l:-1 think that 
the open Coaft of Africa, three or four miles from !hore, is as 
healthy as any part of the Middle Pa!fage. . 

Do you think in general, out of the whole of a cargo taken on 
board on the Coaft of Afric~, a greater number peri!h on the 

whole, 
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wh01e, during the nay of the {hip all he Coaft, or afterwards during 
the Middle PafTage ? . 

A greater number peri£h after the Lh p is full-flaved, and is gone 
off the Coaft, without theihip remains a long time upon the 
Coaft. 

Taking the actual number on board at different times, whether 
a ,greater proportion of the number fa actually on board perjIh 
during the flay on the C0aft, or in an equal fpace of time during 
the .voyage? 

'In a ihip well fitted and not over-crowded therei'S very little 
difference~ 

Then -is the Committee to underftand, that whenever there is a 
greater proportion of mortality on the pafTage than the proportion 
of mortality during the ftay on the Coail:, it probably arifes either 
from their being over-crowded, or from the ihip not being well 
fitted. 

Certainly {a, without there is any difeafe gets amongft them, 
which all ,great numbers of people confined in a vefTel are liable to. 

If the £hips of this country are prevented from carrying Negroes 
to the Weft Indies, in your opinion would the Britiih planters fup­
ply themfelves from the Neutral or French iflands ? 

I believe it would be impoilible to prevent it. 

What in your opinion will be the effect of our abolition of tho 
Slave Tr:lde, with refpeCt to the ,cultivation of the Hhnds? 

My opinion is, that it will be immediately taken up by foreign­
-ers; and, as I faid before, it will be impoilible to prevent people in 
our Weft India Ifiands from fumi!hing themfel ves from the other 
If1ands. 

When you fpoKe of failors running from their !hips, did you 
mean to apply that circumt1ance to the African trade in particu­
lar, or to !hips in generaL? 

To ihips in general. 

'What did you fell thofe male Slaves for i~ the Weft Indies for 
which you gave [. 16 or [. dl on the Coaft of Africa? 

When I laid [.16 or J.,". 18, I fpoke of prime Slaves; but the 
Slaves are fold in lots of eight or ten together, and the w.hole 
cargo allotted fo as to make each lot pretty equal. 

What is the average price of Slaves on the Coaft? 
L 1 At 
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At the time I was there they were particularly low, about 
£. I Z or £. 13, in,eluding boys, men, women, and children. 

What was at that time the average price of fale in the Weft . 
Indies? 

From £. 28 to £.40; but obferve r bought them particularly 
low, they have never -been fo cheap lince. 

Do the {hips in the African trade generally return from the 
Wefi Indies fully laden with Weil: India produce? 

They feldom or never bring any produce home. 

Can you fiate the principal caufes for that? 
. Th'e principal reafon is, that .there are always -plenty of {hips in 

that particular trade at the different Wands-when there are not 
they fometiJnes {hip their produce in AfriGan {hips, ~ut never, ex-

.cept on that . Qccafion. . 

Did you think it would anfwer as -a mercantile tranfaCtion to 
·fend the Weft India {hips to touch on the Coaft of Africa to 
. colleCt fuch Slaves as might be ready-in the traders hands, with. 
-out loitering on the Coafi, fo as to combine· the Slave J:rade and 
4he W €ft India trade together? 

Yes, I think it would, if they were always fure of having a 
·.cargo of Slaves ready for them; but it would require a very fmall 
_proportion of the ' {hips employed in the Weil: India trade to car~y 
~the Slaves from Africa. 

-Can you il:ate any fub11:antial reafon againfr fo combining the 
·two trades? . 

It would be impoffible to colleCt Slaves on .the Coafl: to difpatch 
!hips without delay. 

Suppofing them to receive only fuch Slaves as were aCtually 
ready, would it be a material deviation in their voyage with regard 
.to time and experice;? -

As far down the Co ail: as Sierra Leone the delay would n'ot be 
very great- but if they went below that, fo as to be obliged to 
make the Middle PafTage, it would he a very Iofing concern to 
the owners of thofe [hips. 

Do you confider in thefe anfwers that feveral of the African 
Slave £hips now return from the Weil: Indies without freight ;­
takiqgthe. two trades together, would there be a greater expence 

attendin,g 
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freigh't of lkitiih, African, and Well. India 
in the pre[en~ cir~umftance of .the trade as di~ 

, 
I think there would be a much greater expenee, 

wo~ld ,oe hardly prattieable to qlrry it on with profit. 
and that it 

What do you underftand by the Mi_ddle Paffage ? ., , 
I mean ihips going from the Gold CoaO: and the Bite Of Benin, 

and from a'ny part of the Coaft where they are obliged to crofs the · 
Line to make 'their paffage with the South Eaft wind to the WeO: 
Indies. 

When you ufed the trade, was it ufual to have veifels ftationary 
on the Coaft of Africa, under the name of Floating Factories, or 
any other defcription, for the purpofc of receiving Slaves, in order 
to difpatch the ihips the quicker which came from England 0[1 

their voyage to the W eft Indies ? 
No, not at that time, on the Gold Coaft particularly. 

Do you underi'tand it has finee been the practice to have fuch 
flationary veifels ? 

I think I hwe heard there is one houfe in this town that 
have a great trade to that Coaft, and have fuch a veifel, and have 
agents on the Coaft, in order to difpatch their veJIe!s with more 
expedition-I do not believe it is a {hip ftationed there for the 
purpofe, but they order a ihip to flay there a certain time, and 
when there is no longer occauon: for her ihe goes off with a 
cargo 'of Slaves. 

Was not the reafon tbat you were able to purchafe as many 
female as male Slaves, at the time you mentioned, owing to the 
circumO:ance of your ihip being at that time the only ihip trading 
on the CoaO: ? 

I believe fo. 

Is it the cuftom to fend boats to feduce boys and other people, 
and is that the manner traders procure their Slaves in Afri ca? 

I never heard any thing like i t . 

And then the Counfe! and W itnefs were direCted to 
withdraw. 

Mm A Motion 

<, 
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A . Motion being made, and the Q.!!elHon put, That the Chair­
man do report a fu·rther progrefs; aBd aik leave to fit again; 

It paired in the negative. 

A Motion being made, al1d the ~eil:ion put, That the Counfel 
be again called in ; . ' 

It paired in the negative. 

To report a Progrefs, &C. 

, 



MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 

Taken before a Committee of the 
Whole Houfe, to whom it was re­
ferred to confider of the Slave 

Trade. 

Witnefs Examined, 

Capt. WILLIAM MACINTOSfI. 
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'COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe to confider further 

, of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, complained of 

in the feveral Petitions which were prefented to the 

Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative to the 

State of the Afr.i.can Slave Trade. 

C Ounfel called in. 

'The Counfe! for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded 11\ ' 

their Evidence; ana called 

JEROME BARNARD WRUVES, Efquire, In the 
African Company's Service. 

How long did you refide on the Coaft of Africa? 
Fourteen years. 

In what capacity, and on what part of the Coaft ? 
Chiefly as Governor of moft of the Britiili forts on the Gold 

Coaft. 

What forts? 
Dixcove, Succondee, Tan.tum, Anamaboe, and Cape C03fi: 

Cafrle . 

..Are you acquainted with any other part of the Coaft of Africa 
but the Gold Coaft ? 

No. 

N n How 
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How long unce you left the Coafr of Africa? 
Upwards of five years. 

Did you underfrand the language of the Country whilft you 
was there? 

I believe as weli as moft Europeans that ever were in that part 
of the world. 

~~ ~~ 'What were the forms of government in the countries there? 
(\.U\~j ... lo' ~ '4~fi It is divide~ into petty frates, the form is various- at Anna-

-maboe there IS a Kmg-at other parts the government is 'by 
1h'-4 ~ g~ Pynims and Elders, and Cabbilheers-thefe lafr are above the 
{i~ f-;;:~ . Pynims and Elders. . 

(4 <111:. -

Is this country within the Fantee Country? 
Dixcove , and Succondee are not reckoned within the Fantee 

,Country. 

Is the remainder of the Gold Coaft reckoned within that 
-Country? 

No-from Succondee down to Accra is called the Fantee 
Country, or nearly fo. 

Are you acquainted with the government of the interior parts 
. ~f the Country? ' 

I know nothing of the government of the interior parts .. 
ha"ing never been there. 

Have you heard from the Natives, or perfons reuding iIi 
Africa, what the government is in the interior parts? 

I never have. 

Does Slavery exift in the parts of the Country you know? 
Certainly it does. 

Does it appear a condition of life of modern introduttion ? 
I believe not-on the contrary, 1 believe .it is very an­

cient. 

Do the Natives pofTefs Slaves there? 
They do- it is reckoned the great eft part of their wealth, for 

. a man is reckoned of no confequence without he has Slaves. 

Is there any diftinCtion amongfi: the Slaves that are the .property 
of the N ati yes ? 

Yes 



Yes-there are Slaves born Slaves, and. others that are pur­
chafed Slave3, that is the only difference. 

Are there any privileges allowed to thofe born Slaves over thofe. 
that are purchafed ? 

Yes there is-and this is what makes the difference, a horn 
Slave being obtained by inheritance cannot be fold by the Mafrer, 
without a formal trial for fame crime-in which cafe there are 
Judges chofen out of their own clan, who adj udge that puniihment 
which the crime appears to them to deferve. 

What is the punilhment ufually adjudged for crimes in that 
country? 

Slavery is the punifhment generally infliCted. 

What are the crimes for which Slavery IS generally in­
flicted ? 

Theft and Adultery are the two principal-they often lofe their 
liberty by gaming themfelves away- thofe are the only crimes I 
know of on the Gold Coafr for which they lofe their liberty 
t here-Theft, Adultery, and gaming themfelves away. 

Is Witchcraft punilhed as a crime there? 
Yes, it is. 

Are the Freemen involved in there crimes as well as the Slaves. 
and is the puniihment the fame-in what manner is .the Freeman 
punin1ed? 

By Slavery. 

In what manner are the Slaves born Slaves puniihed for the 
fame crimes? 

They are tried by their own clan, and the Mauer of that Slave 
is obliged to fubmit to the judgment of the Judges. 

For whofe benefit is he fold? 
For the benefit of the perf on injured-he becomes his Slave. 

Is the trial of Freemen before the fame perfons who try Slaves 
born Slaves ? 

N 0, it is not. 

Before whom is the trial of the Freemen? 
Every town on the Gold Coafr has a number of people ap­

pointed, 

• 
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'pointed, (orne of the oldeil: and moil: refpectable of the inhabitants, 
who are called Pynims in that country, and are diil:inguilhed 
by a peculiar hat made of fhaw in a particular form-when any 
perfon is accu(ed of any crime, the .aggrieved party brings him 
before thefe Pynims, who meet for that purpofe in the open 
Market Place, if there is no Palaver Houfe in the town-and then, 
in the face of all the inhabitants,·they try them-that is the.mode 
Qf proceeding. 

·What is a Palaver Houfe'? 
An open Court of Juftice. 

In what manner does a man become a'Slave by gaming? 
By throwing the dice-there is no trial-they furrender fhem­

. felves up, knowing -that they have forfeited their liberty-I ' beg to 
beunderftood that the prafrice .of gaming is not frequent on the 
GOld Coaft. 

In the cafe of Freemen adjudged to Slavery, or of domeftic Slaves 
adjudged to other Slavery, do the Judges receive any reward? 

To the bell: of my knowledge I believe not. 

Js the trial for Witchcraft carried on in .the fame manner as 
thofe .vou <have mentiolled? 

I k'now nGlthing of the trial for Witchcraft-I never faw 
·· one. 

,])0 y.ou know.that Witchcraft IS ..elver .imputed as a crime? 
I know it is ? 

Do you know before whom the trial is ? 
·1 do not--.:.I never faw any thing lik.e ·it. 

Is the belief in Witchcraft common in the' Country? 
I do not know. whe.theLit is comrr.on-but they are very [u­

perfiitious. 

H<lve-you ' heard from 'the inh<lbitants of the Country that per­
[or.s accufed of Witchcraft are tried, and what are the con fe­
quenc.es of a conviction? 

• I have every reafon to believe that they are tried - I once 
bought a whole family, confi!l:ing of nine per[ons-one of the 
,fam ily had been accu[ed of Witchcraft, ar;d all the reit were fold 
to me-and when they were going off the Beach after I had 

purchafed 
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pUl'chaCed them, the ·whole Town came to Cee that they were fairly 
off from the Beach-from which I fuppofe they would not have 
fuffered them to depart if they had not had a fair trial-that is 
.only my infel:ence. 

Do you know, from the information of others, that the imputed 
..crime of Witchcraft involves the whole of a family in the punilh­
:ment? 

It certainly dDes-no doubt. 

Do you know :what number of Slaves are exported annually 
from the Gold Coaft by the Europeans? 

1 cannot fay pofitivel.y-but .if I :may be allowed togaefs, I 
.fancy from about Q,OOC to 8,00o-i t may be more. 

What proportion of that number are exported by the Engli!h? 
I dare fay more than two-thirds. . 

Have the Dutch any coniiderable part of it'? 
If we have two-thirds, the Dutch and Danes have the remain­

ing one-third-there was no other nation fettIed there when I was 
,there. 

Do you 'knowwhat 'proportion of the wh&le number of Slaves, 
exported are Natives of that Country? 

I cannot ,pretend .to fay. 

Are the prifoners of war fold as Slaves In that Country ~ . 
During the whole time I lived on the Gold.' Coaft, there WaS' 

1'10 war, and therefore I am certain the Natives of the Gold Coaft 
fold while I was· there were not prifoners of war--,they ar.e m'erely 
criminals. 

Do you know of the prafrice of kidnapping Slaves, either by 
t he Natives or the Europeans? . 

No, of no Iuch practice-and I am fure it would be imprac­
ti cable. 

Why? 
Having never known an inftance, I can only form an opinion 

why it is impracticable.-We are obliged to tranfport the Slaves 
.to the !hips on board canoes-the canoe-men that paddle the 
canoes being Natives of the fame Country, it would be im­
poffible to get them off the !hore without its being known-and 

o a therefore 



[ 133 ] 

therefore no captain of a lhip would run the rilk of lofing. his 
trade by taking off any perfon unlawfully, and not in the courfe 

.of his trade. 

Are there not ofIicers ftationed on board £hip by the Govern­
ment of the Country, to prevent abufes of any fort ? 

I do not know there are; but a {hip, before {he is permitted to 
begin her trade, is obliged to pay cuftoms to the King, in con­
fequence of which the King deputes the Elders of the town, the 
Pynims, to go on board to receive the King's ·cufl:oms, and their 
cuftoms ; . which being done, they fire three, five, or feven guns, 
and hoift the enfign, which is to give notice to the country that 
the fhip is permitted to trade in the common way-after which 
there is fcarce a day palfes but there are Black Brokers come Of} 

board, and fleep 011 board-come and go at pleafure, to fee that 
the trade is proper! y carried on. 

lf a perfon therefore had been wrongfully taken from the Coafl:, 
would not he have an opportunity of conveying his complaints 
to his Country? 

Molt certainly. 

Do the Europeans then obtain their Slaves by fraud qr oppref­
fion, or is it fairly carried on by barter and purchafe ? 

I hardly know a trade that is carried on in a fairer manner. 

How is it carried on ? 
The Black Broker or the owner of the Slave takes what commo­

dities he pleafes for his Negro which he has to fell-he has the 
choice of his goods-if you have fuch as fuit him, he fells you 
the Negro-and if you have not, he takes him away-that is 
the method of purchafing Slaves. 

Have you ever heard of breaking up or pillaging villages on the 
Gold Coaft? 

I never heard of any fuch ,thing; and nothing of the kind ex­
ifted for the fourteen years I was there. 

In your opinion would war on the Gold Coaft or neighbour-
hood be favourable or otherwife to the Slave trade? 

I 
. I can only an[wer that as a matter of opinion, as whilft I was 

there there was no war-I had no opportunity of knowing whether 
war would be a detriment or not-I have heard the Natives fay 
that there have been wars in the interior Country, and that in 

thofe 
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thofe places there was a want of Slaves for that time-what the 
cafe might be, I do not know-I fpeak from hearfay. 

Are many of the Slaves exported by the Europeans brought 
from the interior parts of the Country? 

Yes, a great number, it is impoffible for me to fay the propor­
tion-a great many. 

Can you form any idea of the number brought from the inte­
rior parts of the Country; and thofe fold from the Gold Coafi: ?, 

I cannot fay. . 

Are they more or lefs ? 
It may be half or two-thirds brought from the interior Country 

-but I cannot fpeak with any accuracy. 

Have you reafon to fuppofe that the Slaves which come from 
the interior Country come from a great di!l:ance? 

Yes, I have rea[on to believe fo. 

What are thofe rea[ons ? 
From what I have learnt from the Black Brokers myfelf. 

What have they faid on that [ubject? . 
They have informed me that they go three, four, or five days 

journey to the Market Place inland, where they know there are 
Slaves ready for fale, who have been brought there by [orne other 
Brokers, who came very likely from a Country fii11 farther inland; 
and fo from others, through many Brokers from the interior parts 
of the Country. 

Do the Slaves brought down from the interi.or parts all come 
from the fame Country? 

No, they do not.-If! may judge from their external appear­
ance, they feem to be of different tribes. 

Do they all fpeak the fame language? _ 
No, for when I have had twenty, thirty, or forty of thofe Slave~ 

together, they have not been able to underitand one another. 

Can you give an account of the manner by which thofe perf ODS 

become Slaves, either from your own knowledge or from informa­
tion ? 

1 cannot poffibly {ay-l rather think they are bred in that 
Country 
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Cbuntry for the purpofe of Slavery-the reafon why"r think 
fa i&, that fame of the inland tribes do not appear robufr enougk 
to be warriors, nor fpirited enough.-I cannot know it from in­
formation, for the Black Brokers themfelves do not know it. 

Have you any other rea[on for fuppofing that Slaves are bred ill 
,the interior parts of Africa for the purpofe of fale ? 

I have no other reafon.-Slaves are not bred on the Gold Coafr 
.for the purpofe of fale, they are fold for crimes. 

What were the external marks of difference amongfr the Slaves 
-that came from the interior Country, by which you fuppofed they 
were of differen t tri bes .? 

The external marks were the different modes of cutting marks 
,on the different parts of the body-fame filing their teeth; and 
above all the different languages they [poke, not being able to un­
,derfrand one another. 

Does the .practice of human facrifices prevail on the Gold. 
'Coafr ? 

It does, and I believe has been practifed from time Immemo-
.rial. . 

What perfons are facrificed? 
Slav.es in general.-I believe perfons that are hom fa, or pur­

chafecl Slaves. 

Are the domeflic Slaves facrifiGed ? 
If the domefric Slave has been originally a purchafed Slave, I 

have nota d(')ubt that he might be [acrificed; but I do not {peak. 
to it as a fact, having never feen it. 

Upon what occaGons are fuch facrifices ufually made? 
On the death of fame of the great men of that Country-the 

'people have an idea that the Manes of the deceafed will not be 
at peace, and that he will be in an uncomfortable fi tuation in the 
other world~ unlefs perfons are fent to wait upon him. 

What become of the Slaves refufed to be, purchafedby Euro­
peans? 

I cannot anfwer that quefiion poGtively, but I have every rea­
Jon to believe that thofe refufed Slaves are generally fet afide for 
fu.ch Iacrifices-l think [0. 

Do 



Do yOIl know any infrance of a Slave being .refufed, and there­
fore deftroyed. 

I do not recolleCt. 

In what manner are the inhabitants of the Gold Co aft 
'Clothed? 

Not at all, comparatively fpeaking, unlefs a yard or two of 
doth round the waifr may be called cloathing. 

In cafe the Slave Trade was aboliihed, what, from your 
knowledge of. the Country, do you think would become of the 
Slaves brought to the Coaft for [ale? . 

I do not think our abolition of it here would abolifu the Trade 
there-the Trade, infread· of coming to the 'Vater-fide, would take 
a different cour[e, they would be di[perfed from the weft to the 
eafr, and bought by the Moors, Arabs, and different .tribes.­
This is only my opiriion that it would be [0. 

Suppo4ng the Trade was frill carried on by the other European 
nations, the Englial excepted, what would be the probable con­
fequence of the abolition .of it by this country? 

Thofe other European nations who carried 011 the Trade would 
!hare among them the number we did not take off. 

Would the confequences of the abolition here be the abolition 
of Slavery in that Country, or tend towards it? 

There wodd not be one S~ave the lef.s on the Gold Coaft of 
Africa. 

Would there be in your opinion Olle pedon more or lefs .con­
victed of crimes there in confequence of the abolition of the Slave 
Trade here? 

Not one lets. . -

Would the operation of fuch abolition be the transfer of the 
lhipping and capital of this country, employed in that Trade, to 
foreign countries? 

I have no doubt of it. 

Have they any manufactures on tIle Gold Coafr ? 
Not any of any kind. 

In what manner do they get the clothes they weal- ? 
By the Slave Trade moil: generally. 

Pp Are 

(.J!~ ttlttJ, ~ 
~~ It~l'.. 
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Are ther:eany manufaCtures on allY part of the Gold Coafi: r 
None at all. 

Do you mean that they get the clothes from the Europeans 
-concern.ed in the Slave Trade.? 

Yes; from the Slave {hipping that re[ort there. 

Does the Gold CoaLt produce any articles of commerce hefides 
:Sla-ves ? 

1 know of none. 

What are the limits of the Gold Coaft? 
l believe the extent of the Gold Coafi: may be about 400 

miles.. 

Defcribe the airnits. 
I believe it is underfiood from Cape La Hem, or thereabouts .. 

,down to the River Volta. 

Is any Gold or Ivory to be procured o.n the Gold Coafi:? 
They are both to be procured there in [mall quantities. 

'What quantity of Gold might be procured there in the courle 
·of a year? 

Very little I believe-very little of the production of that 
tountry alone-hut what Gold is there I prefurne is brQught 
irom the interior p·a.ns of the Country, and Ivory the fame. 

In what manner is the Ivory brought down to the Coaft ? 
,Generally on SLwes fhoulders-the Slave probably carries a 

tooth upon his fhoulder as he walks down to the water-fide. 

Do you mean that they are brought down on the {houlders of 
:the Slaves bringing down for {ale? 

Y es~ I do, as it pays part of ,the expence of their journey. 

Does the Gold Coafr produce Cotton or Grain for expor­
tation? 

It produces both, but not for exportation-they fupply the 
1hipping for food {;)f the Slaves when they want it-As for ·Cot­
_ton, it is not cultivated at all in that Country. 

Do you recGllect any infrante 0f any EUfopean trying an expe­
!Timen!.to cultivate Cottoni . r 

Ye~ 
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Yes, I have heard that t~e Dutch attempted it; and although 
they took a great deal of pams to bring it to {orne kind of per­
feCtion, ' it dwindled to nothing-the Natives would not take t~ 
the cultivation. 

Do the Dutch cultivate any now there? 
Very trifling indeed-I fuppo[e hardly enough to make wicks 

for their lamps in their African Settlements. 

Does the Gold Coaft produce Dying Woods? 
I never faw any there~ 

,Do you know of any other valuab.IeWoods produced there? 
1 do not know of any valuable Woods, except 'Common Woods, 

·fit for gun-carriages and other carpenters ufe. 

From your knowledge of that Country, do you think the Na­
·tives could be induced to cultivate Cotton, or any other articles for 
exportation, if the Slave Trade was abolifhed ? . 

From the little inclination they feem to have towards the culti­
vation of land, even for their own maintenance, I apprehend they 
would not cultivate the land from any motive of cultivating it t~ 
-produce any articles for eXPQrtation. 

Would they peaceably permit Europeans to eil:ablifu colonies 
in that Country? • 
• I believe not, fa far from it, that although land is extremely 
plenty .in that Country, the European Settlements there are ob­
liged to pay them ground-rent for thofe Settlements-I apprehena 
,they would not fell the land. 

Do you think they would be jealous of the Europeans fettling­
there? 

Yes, I think they would. 

Had the Americans any fhare in this trade when you was ill 
Africa? 

Yes, a great many Americans reforted there, and do now, I be­
lieve, at this tinfe. 

Suppofing the Natives could be prevailed on to cultivate Cotton, 
-and other articles, could thofe articles be brought down to the 
Coail: ? 
. They muil: be brought down by land on people's heads, there 

<lS 'RO other way of bringing it. 
If 
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If the 'bulky articles were' brought down to the Sea-fide~ would 
. it be eafy to put them on board {hip? 
- The lariding-places on the Coaft are at the beft but very indif­
ferent- but in fome months particularly, very bad, fuch as June, 
July, and Auguft-from May to Augu£l: the furf runs high, 
and makes it dangerous even for the Natives to go from the {hore 
to the [hipping and back again. 

In what manner could ahogfuead of fugar be carried on board 
ihip in thofe four months? 

I l,ook on it as an impoffibility altogether. 

At what difiance do the . £hips lie from ,the C.oafi ? 
, In thofe four bad months they lie four miles .or Plore, fome­
times lefs- in fine weather from two to three miles, that is gene­
rall y the difiance. 

Did the Americans .carryon the trade more in the l atter part .of 
your time than before? 

They carried it on very briikly till the American waT-lince 
then I do not know how they have carried in on. 

During the time you was there did the {hips fail in the day or 
night? 

I do not recolleCt ever feeing one fail in the night-they gene-
Tally fail in the moming with the land-wind. 

Is it ufual to make fignals before they leave the Co aft ? 
Yes always. 

For how long before they fail? 
Sometimes a month. 

What is the objeCt of thofe lignals ? 
I always underfiood it was done for the purpofe of acquainting 

the Natives of their jQtentiol)s t9 depart, to give them notice to 
come and receive what might be due to them from the fbip­
and for them to pay to the Captain what they m~ght owe hjm­
This is the motive I underfiooci it is done for-Lbllt not having 
been a Captain of a !hip I only fuppofe it is fo • . 

Is the fignal fuch as muil: be obferved by the people both on 
board and on !hore? .. 

Yes, it is-the Captain fires a gun~ and loofes bjs fore top­
fail. 
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fail, and hoifis an enfign-The topfail continues loofe, and the 
-enfign is hoifiedev.ery ·morning -till he goes .away. 

Examined by Members of the Committee. 

Are notconviaed Criminals often .fold for the ,benefit .of 
thofe by whom they are tried? 

1 do not recolle& an jnftance. 

, Did not you, in your· examination before the Priv Council, -.-v.~ 
fay, that in the cafe of Witchcraft the Convias were fold for 
the benefit of the town at large, but principally for that of 
.the principal people ef the place? 

I might fay fo, but I do not recollea it; but if I did, I al­
luded to the. nine perfons I had before fpoken of, who were part 
of the family of the man who had been condemned for Witch­
craft, and who were fold at the requeft of the whole town, whB 
received the money 'and goods that had 'been afked for them, and 

. who.l fuppofe divided it. 

Whether the Pynims or principal people, and the whole town, 
are not the perfons before whom accufations of Witchcraft are 
c0mmonly determined' ? 

.1 ihould imagine they 'were'; but 'I never Caw atrial of the 
kind. 

,Whatis the meanmg of the word you .ufed., of their being tried 
by their own dan? 

I mean by clan a number ofSlave-s bdongingto one man, and 
which he has inherited. . 

,In general, is:junice well adminiftered in that country? 
1t has every appearance of fairnefs. 

Are not the fmalle1l: crimes puniibed with Slavery? 
1 have already mentioned the crimes which are punilhed with 

Slavery. 

Is not the (malle1l: theft punilhed by the fale of the delin­
quent for the benefit of the pedon from whom the article has been 
ftolen '? 

Certainly. 

Q.q 

) 
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In faying that not one pedon lefs would be convi<'l\ed~ though 
the Slave Trade iliould be abolifbed, did :.-ou mean aholifbed only 
by this country, or by ',111 the other powers who are now engaged 
in carrying Of} th at trade? 

I do not. think it would leifen the crimes in the leall, and theft!.­
fare I do Dot think it _would le!fen th.e puniihment----:But this.is 
only my opinion. 

~~eHion repeated. 
I mean t to fay, in general, though it was abeli'fhed by all · the 

. .European.powel's. • 

\'V1Bt reareD hav:e-you Ind to believe, ·that Slaves who have been 
refufed have been fet aiide for the iacrifices ? 

I have he"rd that [orne .of thofe Slaves have been fold for 
.that purpofC?, to thofe people \who had thofe Cu{l:OIm. 

"vVh:lt is the nlotive fo,r thofe facrificc.s ? 
' It is don~' frQm ,:1 motive .of ,religion I believe. 

Whether aman's own Slaves are notfe'metimes facrinced at his 
.death? 

It happens fometimes that w'hen a great man dies, ;;;1 favourite 
Slave Girl, and a confidential Slave Boy, who takes care of his 
keys, &c. are facriiiced ,with him, in .Qrder to attend him in the 
next WOrlclA 

Do you con.~ei.ve it is noLimagined in .that Country that fuch 
.facrifices are necdfary to the comfort of the deceafed ? 

They think ,that.,(t is a duty incumbent upon them fo to . do. 

If therefore .the refufed Slaves were not purchafed for this 
:pu-rpofe" would not their place be fuppHed by thefe Slaves, the 
'property of the . deceafed ? 

,I have not a doubt but that they would. 

Are not the Slaves refufcd by our J:'raders often :purchafed by 
-the Dutch or Danes? . 

Yes, I believe they generally do buy inferior Slaves in point of 
quality . . ' - . . ' 

Do you conceive that Slaves 'become 'fo in the interior Country 
in the fame manner as they do on the Coafi: ? . 

1 c~nnot fpeak to that part. 
M~y 



T '14-2 ] 

-May not 'Slaves in the interior ,Country IDecome fb for aas of 
, cldinq uency ? . . 

I dare fay they may-I. dare fay their laws may tend fomething 
to a fimilarity, bud am entirely unacqHainted with it. 

Have you any reafon ' to believ.e that the proportion of S'laveg 
. .fold from the families where they have been,bred is greatel;', in the 
interior count-ry, than it is on the eoa(1: ? 

I believe I have already faid that Slaves were not bred on the 
Gold CoaO: for fale, and ' therefore I (bould imagine the number 

. of Slaves brought from the interior parts muft far exceed any 
t hing of tbe kind on the Gold Coafl:. 

Do you know whether Slaves are bred in the interior parts of 
,the country for fale.? 

I do not know that it.isfo-but I conjeCture fo. 

What is the:reafon for .your conjeCturingJo'P 
I~" I faid befe:>r.e that during the ,fourteen ,years I was in AFrica 1 

,there was no war, therefore as thefe Slaves .came 'down to be [old, 
and not undedl:anding that they were prifoners of war., l ,prefllmed 

,t hey muO: have been fold either by their having been bred Slaves, 
or from crimes .they had committed. 

During the fourteen y.ears ;YOll was in Africa was · there any war I 
on the Gold Coall: r 

Not that 1 ,recollect. 

Why. did you conceive ,that a preportion 'of?the f~pply from the 
.interior countries muil:.contiO: o(perfons bred fur fale, becau(e pro­
.bably not priConers of war-when, in [peaking of the G old Coafr, 
you fay, that,You know ,there were no wars, and yet that no part 

. of the fupply confifted of Slaves bred for fale? 
BecauCe moll: of the Slaves that were pur-chafed on the Gold 

,Co;n:were criPlinals ' beyond a doubt. 

W hat reaCon had you to believe that aJarger proportion of the 
Coaft Slaves ,were cri.minals than of thofe brought from the in terior 
,C ountry ? 

I cannot fpeak as to that pa~ticular-I fpeak of:the faa I know, 
on the Gold Coaft-but I believe that cas a matter of opinion 

,only-but what I affert abolrlt the"G(i)ld Coaft I fpeak from know­
ledge of the faa. 

W hat 
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'What reafon then have you for-believing that with refpect to 
-the interior Country, which. reafon does not equ y apply to the 
Gold Coail:? 

I can only fay I know nothing of the interior parts of tae 
Country, and that I knew perfectly well the Gold Coafi, and-there­
fore to that I can fpeak. 

· The quefl:ion is not why you 'believe none of the Slaves fold on 
the Gold Coaft were Slaves bred for tale-but it is, why youftated 

· 'that a proportion of tlmfe brought from the interigr Country 
were of this defcription-having faid that you knew of nGwars 
'exifiing on the Gold CoafT, and could only guds or fpeak 
doubtfully of there being oae in the interior Country? 

.From the very reafon, their not being prifoners of war, _ they 
muft either be born or brcti for Slaves, or be fold for crimes-as 
there is no other fource of'Slavery that I know of. 

What ground hav,e you.lhen to believe that any Slaves are bred 
. for fale in the interior Country'? 

I have no ground, ' but it .is matter , of opinion with refpect to 
the interioc.parts---.with . fpect to the Gold.Coail: I fpeak from 
.knowle~g.e. 

· What is the temper an difp6fition of the-Inhabitants on the 
._Gold Coaft? 
. As to their temper, they,re a vindiCtive kind of people amongfr 
one another-revengeful-much addicted to theft-that is their 

· general character. 

· May not Slaves . convicte~ 0'[ crimes" and liable. to he fold fG[ 
the benefit of the party atgrieved, be fometimes redeemed by 
offering a compenfation ? . 

1f they' have friend·s to advance the value of the Slave who has 
forfei ted his Ii ber.ty, I be1ieve th~y are generalJ y allowed to redeem 

-: themfelves. 

\iVhether the' victims have ,been ohferved to be extremely de-
· j ected, when about to be offered up to the Manes of the de­
ceafed? 

HavingJ1ever . feen a facrifice of the kind, I cannot fpeak to 
. that. 

Have you not feen petCons, who ' were to 'be the -victims on thefe 
·.occafions, parading about previous to -the facrifice-? 

. I have 
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I have feen them: at a diftance, drdfed, and dancing about-an'd 
fo far from appearing forrowful by their geO:ures, they appeared 
quite otherwife; but being at a diO:ance I cannot fay whether 
they were pleafed or forrowful. 

If they were pleafed, did not you fuppofe that to refult from 
the fuperllitious notion that they were about to attend their de­
ceafed Maller ? 

Certainly I think that might have been the caufe-and I have 
no doubt that muft have been the reafon. 

Is the Gold Coaft a fertile country? 
It is by no means fertile, as the foil is very rocky. 

What are its chief productions? 
I believe Corn is the chief produce (Indian Corn) that is of 

an;' confequence. 

Does not the foil [eem adapted to other articles, if there was 
fufficient encouragement to cultivate them-and what would 
thofe articles be ? 

I have feen the Natives now and then cultivate a little Sugar 
Canes, if it may be called cultivation-they j uft throw it into 
the earth without any kind of cultivation-but it may be reared 
in that Country-Cotton grows in that Country-I believe thofe 
are the only articles I can fpeak to. 

Do you mean that the foil there is adapted to the Cane and te' 
Cotton? , 

I have feen them 'grow there. ' 

Does it feem difpofed to no other fpecies of produce? 
I have never feen any thing elfe. 

Does not Indigo and Dying Woods grow fpontaneoufly in that 
Country? 

I have feen fomething called by the name of Indigo-but whe­
ther it was fo or not I am no judge, for I never faw the plant 
-as feu: Dying Wood I never fawany on the Gold Coafl. 

Whether you recolleCt, in your Evidence before the Privy, 
Council, to have flated in fubftance that Sugar, Indigo, Cotton 
and Dying Wood grow there already fpontaneoufly ? 

As to Dying Woods I cannot charge my memory with that, 
R r I nev;r 
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I never taw any but what eam~ fmm fome 0ther parts of Africa, 
and not the growth of the Gold Goaft. 

Is the Gold Coafl: a populous Country ~ 
Yes-very populous. 

Are there not confiderable towns there ? 
Yes-a good many. 

Whence are thofe towns fupplied with provifions ? 
From the back parts of the Country. 

Do you mean the parts of the Country immediately contiguous 
to the towns, or from great diftances ? 

I have already faid that the Gold Coail: in general is a rocky 
foil, and therefore would .not admit of fuch cultivation, and the 
Natives are obliged to go a good way inland to fetch the Corn, 
which they bring down on their heads in hafkets; others make uf6 
of canoes, and bring there things by water from fome other parts of 
the Coaft.-That is the mode of their being fupplied. 

Stating the extent of the Gold Coafl: to be 400 miles, where do 
. the Natives who 1.ive at a difhnce from either extremity of it fetch 

their provilions or are fu pplied with them? .. 
They fetch their provifions from the inland parts behind them. 

in bafkets as I have ftated on their heads, or in canoes by water. 
- They are fometimes obliged to go thirty or forty mi!es by 
water on the, Coail: to fetch Corn and Yams. 

Stating the extent of the coafl: to be 400 miles, how can the in· 
habitants of the central parts be fupplied with provifiol1& by going 
in canoes only thiny or forty miles? 

When I faid they were obliged to go , thirty or forty miles to 
fetch Corn and Yams, I meant thereby to [hew, that although the 
Country was cultivated behind thofe towns, to fome diHance as I 
[uppofe, yet that the foil was not already produttiye for the main­
tenance of the inhabitants. 

Then is the Committe~ to underil::Uld that the thirty or forty 
miles is not on the Coail: but up the Country? . 

How can it bl!, when I mention canoes, which mu.ft go on the 
watflf ?, 

Do they go along ·~he Goaft, or up the Country ? 
Along the Coafi, no doubt. 

From 



From what diftance do you fuppafe they fetch their food from 
behind them ? . 

I do not know-but very often, when I have been under the ne­
ceffity to purchafe provillons from them, they have brought Corn 
to me from the diftanee of five, fix, or {even miles-which they 
bring, as I faid before, on their heads in baikets. 

Is the Committee then to underlbnd that the Natives on the 
Coall: fetch their Corn from no greater d.iaance than five, fix-, or 
{even miles, for the fupplying thofe populous diftricts ? 

I ~annot fpeak pofitively to the diftince-it may be greater-it 
may be thirty miles inland for what I know. 

Do you fuppofe that the Corn is cultivated by the Slaves of the 
perfon for whofe benefit j't is 'fold? .. ' 

They have no idea of cultivation at all-The method of rllaking 
a plantation in that Country is, after having picked out the fpot 
which they intend for this plantation, to elit down all the fmall 
and green trees that are upon it, without grubbing or giving them:' 
felves the trouble to root them up-they fulfer thofe bullies and 
fmall trees to dry in the fun-when they are fuffieiently dry they 
fet fire to them-the a!hes remaining on the ground, they t,hrow 
the Corn promifcuoufly on the aihes, without diggillg the ground, 
or any thing of that fort, and they {rull: to futurity for its coming 
up. 

Do you mean that this is the mode of cultivation in the in­
terior parts of the Country,or on the Coaft only? 

I fpeak from ocular demonftratiell on the Gold Coaft. 

By whom are the trees cut down and burnt, in the manner you 
have defcribed ? 

By the perfon who has a mind to rear the Corn-if he has 
Slaves they help him"; if not, he and his family do it. . 

Are famines frequent in that Country ? 
Yes-I have known Indian Corn exceedingly {caree indeed • 

. Are the Canoe-men on the Gold Coafi Negroei ? 
All Negroes. 

Do not the Natives {ometimes work in the ihips of the Eu-
rop~ns? _ . 

I believe it never ha.l'pened, but when from ficknefs or other 
caufes 

~ut..N~ 1 t»~1~ 
-'* 
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caufes they are obliged to employ them-they do on thofe occa­
fions; but they are often employed in boats on the Coaft, In or­
der to fave the feamen in the Q1ips. 

Have not fome of the Natives a confiderable number of Slaves 
in that,' country? 

Some of them have, as I faid before-it is the number of the 
Slaves that enhances the confequence of the man. 

In what fervices are they employed? 
' I cannot pofitively fay in what they are employed-it depends, 

I fuppofe, all the will of the mafter. ' 

If it were not for the barrennefs of the foil, might they not 
, be advantageoufly employed in the cultivation of Cotton and other 
artiCle's? 
, I have already faid that the Dutch attempted the cultivation of 
Cotton; and in order to induce the Natives to follow their ex­
ample, they had a number of their own Slaves on this Cotton 
Plantation, and they invited a number of Free Natives to come 
and affift thofe Slaves, hoping in time, I fuppofe, that the Na­
tives would take a liking to the cultivation of Cotton; but in­
ftead of that, the Natives, (0 far from affilting, they never gave 
themfelves any trouble about it, and the plantations dwindled 
away to nothing. 

Did not the Dutch continue to carryon the. Slave Trade at the 
fame time that they--tried this experiment of inducing the N atives 
to cultivate Cotton? ' 

A t this part of the Coalt where this Plantation was attempted 
there is very little Slave Trade-the trade there chiefly confilts of 
Gold and Ivory. 

How is the Ivory brought down to that part of the CoaCt ? 
By Black Traders. 

In what manner? 
On their {houlders---':"either with people that come with them 

to fetch their goods back again, or, if they have Slaves to fell, 
on the {boulders of the Slaves.-I would beg leave to remark, 
at the fame time that I faid the trade for Gold there was the chief 
trade, they are obliged to bring down a number of people to carry 
back the goods fo purchafed with that Gold; and therefore, when 
they have no Slaves to fell, thofe people that are to carry the 
gauds back again bring down the Ivory to the market. 

If 



If any articles of produc'e could be found, which notwith­
ftanding the natural barrennefs of the Coaft might be produced 

, in confiderable quantities, might it not be hoped that a defire of 
being fupplied w~th European manufaCtures would induce the 
cultivation of thofe articles? 

I have already faid the natural indolence of the Natives is a 
total bar to any induftry whatever. 

Is the Gold and Ivory brought down to the Coaft from any 
confiderable diftance ? , • 

I do not know the diftance-I have heard them talk of the 
Gold Mines being a great way inland, how far I cannot fay­
and I have every reafon to believe the Teeth that are brought to 
,the Gold Coaft are brought a good way from the .in teriar country. 

' Have they plenty of iron tools in that country? ' I 

-They have none, or few, but what are imported from.Europe. 

'Are tho'fe few made from Native Iron, or from Bar Jron im-
, ported from Europe? ' 

Whllt tools I have feen were made of Bar lron imported froIl). 
Europe; but, when, I fpeak of tools, ,1 mean to be und€rftood a 
kind of Hoe....;:.,I do not' ,know whether they can make a .Hatchet 

, in that Country. 

Are thore Ho.es;' be they made how they. may, in plenty '? 
No, not at all-they cannot"be plentiful" becaufe , the cultiva­

'tion is not ,grea.t.-Th~y are obliged to have ,Hoes when ,they 
, cultivate Yams. 

, _, ?f what cla[s of1.he :people are the per[onsu{uiiIly a€.cu{ed of 
Wltchcraff? , ' 

,1 do not know they are· of aQY particular daf,. 

Doyou know whether any per{ons of the hjgh€r c1aifes of 
fociety are ever accufed of W,itchcraft ? 

,1 dare fay they ma:Y' be accufe'd of it, as well as thofe of an in-
ferior order. ' 

Do you know whether in point 'of faCt any {uch perfous' ever are 
fa accufed? 

' J never faw an inftance that camnviihin my own knOWledge of , 
a perfon being conviCted of Witchcraft, but that family which I 
have already mentioned, and they were neither of the fuperior • 
clafs nor inferior clafsof people • 

. S ( If 
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If one of a family is accufed of Witchcraft,are any others of the 
[arne fa.mily conlidered as principald 

They are [0 much fo that the , whole family a:re always extir- . 
,pated, without regard to perfons.-l mean to fay, that no favour is 
;111ewn ,to anyone of the family. 

-Are ,.then {ach o~ber perfons c0nfidered as actually guilty, or arc 
. 'they punilhed merely as belonging to the guilty perf on ,? 

I apprehend the, fear ofthefami!ybeing all concerned in \Vitch­
,craft is the .feafon they are all extirpated .? 

'Were the fale ,of Slaves prevented, would ,perfons con:victed of 
Witchcraft be facrificed ,? 

.certainly. 

W o.uld the in.nocent relations of a perf on convi6l:ed of Witch­
craft be facrificed ? 

Yes-lam ce:rtain .they would. 

Why do you believe fo _! . . 
Becaufe it is .a cafe which bas happened within my knowledge 

whilll: I commanded at the fort of Anama:boe.-A woman who 
was accufed of Witchcraft, or the wife of a man accufed of 
WitchGraft was brmaght-to me ({he was very old) to purchafe. 
,-I ,did not ,know then if I refu[ed ,to pur-chafe her ' that {he 
would be ,put to, ,.death, I therefore :refufed her.-She went away 
with the peli[ons who breught her; and u,pon being informed by 
oneoLmy fel'vant-s that it was the intent of the people in town to 
cut her head ,off, I fent a me'ifenger immediately after thofe peopl~ 
to fay 1 wO\ild ,take the woman, andgive them fomething for her., 
,rather than {he {hould lofehedife; but unfortunately my meffenger 
arrived five minutes -too late, and her head was,off her ihoulders. 

Are the 'slaves made', in war ever inco~porated into the nation 
. which has taken them? , 

I do not know I ever bought a Slave that had been a ,prifoner of 
war, and therefore cannot {peak to that fubject. 

Arey0u at,prefent engaged in the Slave Trade? 
Jam. 

Can _you form any idea of the total population of the Gold 
':Co aft ? 

1 cannot. 
Did 



Did you heat' 0f women being fent out by men, who either 
were or pretended to be their hutbands, to feduce m~n, whom they 
'afterwards accufed of ad-ultery ? - _ 

In order to anfwer this qudl:ion I mull, in the firll place, irr­
form the Committee, that upon the Gold Coaft the men of confeg 
quence generally have a nUlIlber of wives, fome more, fome lefs-,­
fometimes twenty, two dozen, three dozen-I have n.ot ,a doubt 

-but many -of thefe women may go out and entrap the unwary-I 
dare fay it is as 'common on the Coaft as it may be here in Lon­
don-there is only this difference, that in Africa it is attended 
with the 10[s of liberty. 

Have you not reafon to helieve that they are fometimes Cent 'Qut 
by their chiefs (their huiband's) for the purpofe of entrapping 
men? 

I do not believe it is done-there may be [orne aballld<med cha-
raCters~ hut I do not believe ,it is ufual. . 

Then do you mean to fay it is not fometimes the cafe? 
I can neither aifert nor _deny it-it is not a faCt that ha-s 'CClme 

within my knowledge. 

When there ,has 'been a deficiency of Slaves on the Coaft hroaght 
from the interior Country, did you hear it at the time imputed t~ 
,the exiftence of wars? 

I have beef:} told fa-but I did not hear of ~ war while I was ia 
Africa-I have been told that wars put a ftop to the trade. 

Do you recollect that fuch oecaGonal [carcities haveev~ been 
Jucceeded by a more than ordinary plenty? 

I cannot fay that while I was on the Coaft there was a [carcity­
the quantity was nearly equal during the whole time I was on the 
eoa£!:. 

-While the ihips are flaving on the Coaft, are there many Black 
Brokers in the {hip at once? 

Yes, there are three, four, five, or fix, according to the fize 0f the 
lhip. 

Do they ali ufually remain on board till the ihip fails? 
They attend on the fhip from the day of her arrival to the day of 

her departure-they are paid [0 much per day, or in fome other 
manner. 

Does 



. Does the Eur.opean Trader ever enquire of the Black Broker in 
· what manner his Slaves ,are procured? 

I believe he very feldom makes the enqui.ry-the Slaves being 
· bro,llght l on .boar.d in canoes; tihey know' that the Slave , is fairly 
-brought, and .thereforethey give. themfelv.es no furthertFOuble 
·about it. 

At which ofithe Dutch fa&ories was the wltivation of Cotton 
attempted? , 
" At theJort called Axim. 

To what extent was that attempt made~ ? 
• I cannot.fpeak .as to ·· the e.xt~nt of the cultivation ;~ but it. was 

; .pretty confiderable. 

I Does the difficulty of landin-g on ·the Gold CQafr exift ,through-
· out the year? . 

There is more or lefs difficulty throllghclUt the year-the lane­
i.I.1gs generally lare very -bad . 

. Whereabouts IS the burthen or ' fize of ··the largefr canoe em­
· ployed on that coafr ? 

.. The largefr canoe I have feenemployed 'was one paddled by 
(, twenty-one Blacks-and I believe I have feen only two of that 

defcription during the fourteen years I was in Africa ..... 1 cannot 
.. peak as to the burthen. 

Might not Jllgat' be,. a'S' eaIi1y packed in [mall caiks as in hogf­
I heads' ? 

I know nothing of ·the . proce[s of packing . or unpacking bf 
. fug.ar-thereforeamno judge. 

, Do you know the fize bf a ' hogfhead bf fugar' ? 
I have feen them one the quays, but cannot fay exaCl}y what 

. was the iize.. 

Do yow not think that, it would be very polli ble to convey a 
barrel of fugar, of a fize much inferior to a hogfhead, from the 
Coafr to a veffel lying off for the purpofe of trade? . 

No doubt, the caik of tbe fize of a comniori water-cafk, filled 
<with fugar, might be carried on board in- the fame manner as the 
water itfelf. is . . 

In what manner are-the five forts, of which. you were ~ gover­
Dor, fortified? 

,The 



The Fort of tAnamahoe, the:principal fort of trade, 1$ :i 
fquare fort. 

Then the Counfel and Witnefs were directed t~ 
withdraw. 

And .being again called in, 

The Witnefs was adked, 
Are there not cannon mounted on all thofe forts? 
Certainly, eIfe they would be of no ufe. 

Do yoa kno\v i n what manner thefe cannGn were o011veyed on 
ihore? 

I have feen fome conv.eyedon fllOre on I believe ,it js -called a 
Cattamaran.-I believe there were four or fix 4-z-pounders fent 
fcom England-they were about a mon.th in landing them on 
this Cattamaran. with all affiftance they could get from on ihore 
and the ihip too. 

What is the weight of a 42-pounder ? 
I cannot fay. 

Is there not a blackfmith's ikop in the C~i!l:1e Yard at Cape 
Coaft CafHe ? 

Yes. there is. 

Who work there? 
The .slaves Ji,elonging to the Company~ 

What kind of work do they perform? 
That whicm belollg.s to the profeiIion of a blackfmith-making 

hinges, &c. 

Do -they not do heavy work? 
I do not know what is meant by heavy work. 

Do they not work up large bar-iron into a variety of tools and 
implements? 

Common bar-iron they do. 

~l'l~f J,a'.~ .L f. 
e1!!oi1" 

You have 'fiated tha~ facrifices take place on the death of conu- ~ ...... ~H~f~1J9 
aerable perfons, and that they regard it as a religious duty to the 
Manes of the deceafed-do they make human facrifices on any 
other occafion? 

I believe not, on the Gold Coail. 
T t Are ' 
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Are tEe facrifices on thofe occauons which you mentioned 
numerous? 

I t depends entirely on the r.ank and conditio.n of the perfon wh.o 
is the obj eCt of the facrifice. 

Do they facrifice any other beudes his confidential Slaves? 
Certainly they do-it depends entirely on the nurrrber they 

mean to facrifice to add to the con.fide.ntial Slaves any number 
tbey think proper. 

Is it in you r po.ver to give any idea of the number to \vhich 
thefe facrifices may extend annually in that difiriCt of which you 
fpeak? 

I canD0t fay any thing about the numbers. 

Are you at all acquainted with the average number of Slaves 
:tnnuall y ex por ted from the whole Coafi of Africa to the different 
Eu rapean Settlements ? . 

I t is im poffi ble fo r me -to fay, never h :1vin$ been in aI?Y other 
p:lrt but the Geld Coafi. 

If the de'mand for S1aves on the Gold CoaO: were greater do y<m 
.... pprehenda larger nuniber cauld be furnifhed,? 

I have found that upon the Gold Coafi, when there was a great 
number of {hips there, they have not gone ofr fo quick with 
their cclrgo as they would have done if there had been a lefs 
number- from which I apprehend if the demand was incrt.afed, 
unlefs they came from feme other part, . there would be !till nearly 
the fame number. 

Do. yauappn~hendthat if there was , no market for ' Slaves on 
the Gold Coafi, Thefts af the fmallefi defcription would be pu~ 
nifhed with death? 

Na-I do nat apprehend Thefts would be punifhed with 
death-they would 'be fold for Slaves ·to. [ome of the inland 

.tribe.s. 

Do any of the inland tribes naw come down to the Gald Coaft 
for the purpofe of buying Slaves? 

No., be.caufe they canllot afford to give theprice; nor can they 
,give the goods the Natives want for them. 

Mention the comparative number of the Slaves fald off the Gold 
Coafi:, of thafe which belong to. that Country, and of thofe which 
are brought from .the interior Country? 

.I believe 



I believe I have already anfwered that~I 'believe 'it is abotit 
one-third belonging to , the G01d Coa-f];, but I cannot be ac­
curate. 

,If 'the Europeans were to attempt ' to extend the cultivaticrll of 
Cotton, Indigo, or Sugar, or any produce congenial to ·the foil of 
the.Col1ntry, could theY' carry it on by any Dther means than by 
the purchafe of Slaves? 

They certaidy could never carry it on by themfelves, and there­
fore I am of opinion they mufl:employ Slaves. 

Was it the general prevailing opinion on the Coafr that Slaves 
. brought from the interior Country were bred Slaves, and not 
ConviCts? 

I do not know what the opinion on the Goafl: maybe, but it is 
my ()pinion they are both. 

Was it the head of the fami} y you bought who was · tried and 
, conviCted of Witchcraft? 

The ,perfon conviCted of courfe was' executed, he had his head 
cut off-his father, mother, two wives, <lind his fifl:er and three 
children, which were all. that remained of the family, were fold 
to me, on condition that th~y !hould never return tQ that country 
agarn. 

(Did you ever hear of the difeafe called ·the Locked Jaw on the 
Coafl: of Africa? 

No-I never heard of fuch a diforder. 

Do you believe that female Slaves could be procured ,on ,the 
Gold 'Coan in numbers"equal to male Slaves? 

I think not. 

Why do you think fo ? 
' Becaufe every man of the 'leAn: independency keeps 'two or 

three. wives, or as many as he likes, and thefe women do all the 
arudgery of fetching water and provifions- they very feldom 

:work in the field, but they bring in the corn, and fetch water. 

Did you ever know of an infurreB:ion on board of a Slave !hip 
on the Coafl: of Africa, where the Slaves overcame the crew, and 

. got back to !hore ? 
, I ·have .heard of {uch a ,thing, but never f:'ow it. 

Did 
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Dill Y0U 'hear ,what became of ,thefe Slaves 'whf) do got back? 
1 fancy thevr welle .all taken ~p again tby ,the.N ative.s (ilfl 1hore~ 

and re-fold. 

Do you .lDelieve that the communication >which -the Africans 
on the Sea C(!)ail: have had w.ith Europeans, has tended to ;gi¥.e 
them a more -equitable _government than ·they w0.utd othru-wiIe 
have had? 

It hashad fame littk: effe<fr o'n their outward appearance and man­
ner; but as to government or'morals, or any .thing of that fo~t, 
I believe they are exactly in the fame ftate now as they were fame 
centuries ago. 

Do you underftand that the mode of trial which you have de­
fcribed has obtained on the Sea ·Coaft of Mrica for a great length 
of time? 

I believe, from the tradition of the Natives, it has exifted from 
time immemorial. . 

What cattle ,have they on the G(!)ld Coaft ? 
No cattle of buirthen'-':'very few Bulls and .cows..-I might fay 

none, for it is a luxury to poffe[s any. 

Have the Europeans any gardens or plantations on the Gold 
Coaft ? 

They have gardens to rai{e filch vegetables as they may want 
for their own ufe, which they are at a great deal of trouble to 
cultivate: 

What creates that great trouble? 
The amazing heat and dryne[s of the foil, which makes it ne· 

ceifary to pay a great deal of attention to the plants. 

Did you fee any Africans {etded on the G(!)ld Coaft, who had 
b~fore been [ettled in Europe, or the Weft Indies? 

Yes-I have [cen a good many free Blacks return that had taken 
their paffage from Africa to the Weft Indies, and from the Weft 
Indi<:s to London. 

'What courfe oflife did they follow after their return ? 
For the fi rfl: month they were vtry proud to {hew them[elves 

to all theil ffl ends and relations in their European dreiS, and 
got drunk Wit h them as often as they poffibly could- then they 
got lh(;d of their clothing, which they found too warm for them 

-they 



-they then took to the two yards of cloth round their middle, 
aad walked about naked like the reft of them. 

Have you ever enquired or aiked of the perfons of the family 
th,\.t you purcha[ed what is the nature of the proofs that had been 
required to conviCt the principal of the family of Witchcraft? 

That queftion has been aiked aad an[wered before, that I never 
raw a trial of the kind-I never aiked the per[ons any thing about 
it-but from the circumftance of the whole town attending their 
going off the Beach when they were [0 condemned, I pre(ume 
they would nO.t have [uffered them to depart [0 publickly if they 
had not conceived they had had.a fair trial. 

Was you ever pre[ent at the trial of any perfons conviCted of 
.any offences, for which they were afterwards fold for Slaves? 

No, never-it was not my bufine[s to attend fuch trial. 

Have you 00t faid that the whole town participated in the 
profit arifing from the [ale of thole perfons condemned for 
Witchcraft? 

In this inftance it might be fo., becaufe J fancy that this was 
a particular cafe, but in general I believe it is not [0. 

Wherein ccnu·fred the peculiarity of this inftance ? 
Becau[e a number of people in that town had died from cau[es 

unknown, and it was laid to this man'i charge. 

Was not this the only infrance of a condemnation fo.r Witch­
'Craft you ever knew? 

That is the only one I had ocular demonfrration of. 

Does it frequently happen that the largeft canoes, which you 
have clerC l ib.:d, are overfet going Giff through the [urf, and com­
ing in ? 

l.have genera1.ly ·obferved that the large canoes are more eafily 
overfet than the {mall ones.-As to the twenty-one-hand canbes~ 
I before obferved I never raw but two~ and thofe I never faw 
.over[et. 

Does not the [urf frequently 'break in upon thofe large canoes, 
fo as to deftroy or damage any goods they may have on board? 

Certainly. 

Do you believe it praCticable tbat either fugar or faIt, or any 
U u commodity 
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commodity that is liable to melt, can 'be brought off or carried 
on !hore in the craft that is ufed on that Coall ? 

No, not as long as the coall of Africa exills, I am [ure. 

; If fugar were embarked in calks, do you conceive they would 
be injured by the furf? 

:If they were tight caiks, fo as to be impenetrable to the water, 
I have no doubt but fllgar might be carried through any furf. 

Do you know the kind of calks in which fugar is embarked 
from the Well Indies? , 

I never had any thing to do dir€Cl:ly or inqireCl:ly with [ugar­
I have already faid fo. 

Do you think that in fuch caiks as you have feen on the quays 
tIle fugar could go fafe through the furf. 

There never was, I think, a canoe on the Gold Coafl: capable 
'of taking in a hog!head of fugar, fuch as I have feen on -the 
'quays. 

In ' what manner is the Corn, and other Provifions, carried from 
the {hare to the {hi ps.? 

Corn, the chief article, is ' generally carried on board in tight 
puncheons,? well trimmed-Iron-bound oaiks-that in cafe of 
being overfet, which is often the cafe with canoes, that they might 
not be damaged . 

. < Are not' tl'le fame canoes equally well adapted to the carriage of 
fugar, indigo. or any other commodity? ' 

Certainly I think the fugar will be as dry in [nch calks as the 
corn. 

Whether fugar or' indigo are commodities as valuable and as 
well able to bear the expence of fuch a package. as Indian Corn ? 
, As to the 'expence it is none-the caiks belong to the {hip; , 
they are water-caiks. 

Do you confine your information to Cape Coall, or do you [peak 
to the whole Coafi:? 
" The whole Gold Coafi:. 

Are there no landing-places on the Gold Co aft where the canoes 
do not come through a great furf ? ' 
- I know of none where there is not a furf more or leis dangerous. 

Was 
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Was you ever at Dixcove? 
t commanded upwards of two years as Chief of that fort. 

Did you ever fee a King's {hip's boat on {hore there? 
Yes1 I faw one there once. . 

Could one of thofe boats land at Cape Coall: ? 
No. 

Do they not ufe fugar on the coall: of Guinea. 
Yes. . 

How is it landed? 
Generally landed in tight puncheons. 

You mean all forts offugar ? 
They generally ufe loaf fugar-fine fugar. 

Which is the greater rilk, the going on {hore, or the coming 
off bringing a cargo? 

The coming off {hore is certainly the greateft danger; and 
where a canoe is overfet once going a{hore,it is overfet ten 
times at leall: in going off from the {hare. 

Did you ever know ten canoes overfet all the time you Was at 
Dixcove? 

, I believe, befides my own, there was not above one or two 
cano.es belonging to the people of the town-When I fpeak of 
ten to one, I fpeak of the average of the Coall: all along, good. 
bad, and indifferel1t. 

Do not the King's {hips wood and water off Cape Coall:? 
Yes. 

In what is i t br~JUght on board? 
In canoes from the {hore. 

Is it cufl:omary for thofe canoes to be overfet ? 
Very often at fome feafons. 

Do you mean carrying off the wood ,and water to the King's 
{hip~ . 

I cannot fay they are more particularly overfet then than at 
any other time. 

Will 
, - ' 
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Will you fpecify any infi-ance where any fuch boat was over{et ? 
I cannot fpecify any partIcular occaGon, and a good caufe why, 

becaufe the King's {hips, while 1 was in Africa, had generally 
<:ontrived to come there in the fine {eafon, when the fea was very 
{mooth, and there was very little furf-which is not the cafe at 
ether times from May to the latter·end of Augufi-. 

Is there any wood to be got on the Coaft of Guinea £t to fplit 
in to fi-aves to make tight caiks of! 

1 do not believe there is. 

Was not the Fort of Anamaboe built by an Engineer fent 
out under the direCtion of the Board of Ordnance? 

I have been told fo j and it is the befi- built Fort in Africa, 
without any exception. . 

Do you fuppofe the abolition of the Slave Trade by Great Britain 
would make any material alteration in the criminal law of that 
Countryf 

I {aid before I thought the punifhment could be the fame. 

Do you know what ufe the Arabs and Moors make of the Slaves 
they purchafe ? 

I do not know-but I believe it is a traffic they carryon for 
:their own benefit. 

And then the Witriefs was direCted to withdraw •. 

JOHN 



.I 160 J 

JOHN FOUNTAIN, Erquire,caTIed in, and examined. 

FIe has been in various capacities for rome time paft on the Cold 
',Coall of Africa. 

How long did you 'refide on the Gold Coaft? 
.Ever fince the year 1778 ,to the 30th of hnuary :taft, .1789-. 

Did you refide in different parts of that Coall ,? 
. 'Only three parts- C:J,pe Coaft CaftIe, Tantam., and Accra. 

'In what capacity? 
When I arrived firft on theCoaft, I todk ,iae command of the 

'Company's troops there - after that I became a factor for the 
Company-then recond of Accra-and after that fecond -of Tan­
.tum-and laftly Governor of Tantum~ 

Did you confine yourfelf to the forts, ·or go into the '.country 
:to any diftance ? 

Entirely ,to .the forts" ,exce,pt ,in pailing from one .to the f.'-

other. 

Wha:t are tbe diftances between the f@rts from one to the 
ether? 

Cape Coafr is forty mi:Ies from Tant1ilm, and from Cape Coafl: 
to Accra betweea eigh!ty and n.inety miles; it may ,be ·naore froQl 
-Cape Coaa: to A.ccra- nanety., or thereabout'S. 

Did yot! undedhnd the language 0f the cmlOtry r 
I did not fpeak it; but I c@mprehended moll of what I heard 

from the Natives 1)f the Fantee language. 

Did you IDec~me acquainted with the rnanJaer iIil which perron! 
·becarn.e Slaves in that country? 

In part I have-they come under variOlas defcriptions, and are 
.principallyConviCl:s.-Then! are ~thers made Slaves from an 
impropriety of conduct in their family, I allude to Gaming-anG!. 
,others for Witchcraft. 

Do you confider perrons made Slaves for Debt as coming 
under the defcription of ConviCts, or a different clafs ? 

By no means as com.ing under the defcription of Convicts; but 
I conceive when the debt is incurred under the head of Gaming, 
it then produces many Slaves. 

Xx Do 
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Do perfans enter into a fiate of Slavery In conf&Juence of 
Debt? 

No doubt; having not wherewith to pay, they are feized and 
made Slaves of by their creditors. 

Do you know whether any are made Shves in confequence of 
being taken prifo ners in wad 

I 'Cannot fay I do-I have not heard of many wars on the 
C oafi during my refidence there. 

Were there any wars on the Gold Coail during the eleven 
years you refided there? 

I have feen a kind of war among the Natives of different 
towns, but Flot of any duration-who have fOHght among them~ 
felves, but jt has been Coon determined. 

In what nu~ber did they meet. 
Between three and four thoufand of them all together. 

Did fuch meeting produce many Slaves? 
None at all. 

Can you fay in what manner perfons made Slaves for crimes 
were tried? 

They ate in general tried by the Pynims or Elders of each 
town or diilriCt where the crime is committed. 

Is the trial open? 
It is generally, I believe al ways, carried on in the open fireet, 

~r in a large place open to every one whG chofe fo go there. 

Do the Judges receive any benefit from their conviCtion? 
1 apprehend not-as far as comes within my own knowledge 1 

believe not. 

For whofe benefit are they fold as Slaves? 
I believe it is for the bel'lefit of thefe perfons againil whom-the 

(l'fFence is committed. 

Do you include the offence of Wit{;hcraft m this account of 
t-he trial for oirences ? 

Not generally-but in one particular initance I remember to 
have [een a fimilar fort of trial for Witchcraft, which happened 
at Tantum. about eight months ago.-A man was brought into 

the 
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the fireet, and offered for fale-he was a man of fome confide­
ration in the towl1.-After the Pynims had fet on his trial, under 
the Palaver-tree, and they had condemned him, they brought him 
jnto the fort for [de-but being an old man, and from a former 
acquaintance with him, bei ng ienfible that he was a great villain, 
I refufed to have any thing to do with him-he was accordingly 
taken to Lagoo, a place dependent on Tantum, and fold there. 

Does a conviction for this crime involve in it other perCons 
belides the perfon actual! y accufed of the crime? 

It generally invelves the whole family. 

Are they a fuperftitious peop-Ie? 
Very much [0. 

Does the belief of the exiftence of Witchcraft prevail much, ilt 
t he Country? 

It no doubt does: but I am led to believe that it oftentimes 
means poifon. 

And then the Counfel and Witne[s were 'directed 
to withdraw. 

To report a Progre[s, &c. 

• 
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·MINUTES ·ofthe EVIDENCE, 

Taken ;bef0re a ·Committee of the 
Whole Houfe, to whom it was 

:referred to confider ·of the Slave 
Trade. 

W itnelfes· examined, 

JEROME :BARN. WEUVES, Efq; 

:lO HN . Fon N T AI N, Efquire. 



(COMMITTEE of ,the Whole Houfe to confider further 

of the Circumftances of · the Slave Trade, complained of 

in the .feveral Petitions which were prefented to the 

_HouCein .thelaft Seffion of Parliament, relat.i:ve to the 

State of the African Slave Trade. 

(C OunCe! caned in .. 

-The CounCel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded in 
Itheir Evidence; and 

J 0 H N F 0 U N T A. I N ,Efquire, -was again called ,in. 

Are you at preCent .concerned with ·the African Trade, or at all 
,connected with it ? 

Not at all. 

Did you, during your refidencein that country, acquire any 
:knowledge of the governments there t 

-In fome degree 'I have. 

'Will }'Qu d<&ribe ·the forms of government you was any ways 
acquainted with? 

All .perCons who are deemed offenders, are generally brought 
,before the Pynims of any town or difhiCt in which they refide. 
Perfons appear to make .good .the cllarge againft the delinquent, 
and, upon full conviction, they are adjudged to .punilhment. 

Y .y Does 
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Does this praCl:ice extend far inland, or is it confined to the 
Gold Coafi ? 

I have heard that offenders inland are tried in a fimilar manner, 
but I cannot fpeak to any thing but what I have feen or know 
on the Coafi. 

Have you a~y knowledge, OJ have you received good informa­
tion, of the government of the interiot" part'S of the country? 

I cannot fpeak to that quefiion, having no knowledge of the 
interior parts of the country. 

, 'Were w!,rs,heqvcnt OlU the Coaf1:' shrring your reficlence there? 
I ne.ver heard of any. excepting what I have defcribed the 1aft 

tillie I \vaS at this Bar; between the inhab-itallts of Cape Coaft 
Town-oue difrriCl 2g1linft the other ;-but I fhould apprehend, 
that if wars were frequent, {rum ' my long reiidence in that 

:couiitry I {bould have been -made acquainted with the circumfiance, 
which I never have been. 

Can you fay, whether the number of perfons made Slaves, in 
confequence of capture in war, bear any, and what, proportion 
to the number of perfons made Slaves on other accounts? 

I have already {aid, that I have not heard of wars being frequent 
in Africa~ 1 cannot therefore conceive that any very great num­
j:)er .of the Slaves fold off that Coaft were prifoners - of war, 
though I ani led fa believe [orne arc. 

Have you any reafon to believe that wars are made for the pur-
pore of making Slaves? ' ' , 

As far as the quefl:ion extends to the Whi tes, I am Cure they 
are not: with refpeCl to the Blacks, I bel ieve there are wars am.ong 
them at times (though I am not juf1:ified in faying it frorn my own 
knowledge) and this may produce fome Slaves.- The Blacks are 
na~u:ally a turbulent unquiet people, and thence it is I take my 
oplniOn. 

Did you ever know any Europeans, affifr in fomenting war 
amongfi the Africans? 

I never ,did-on the contrary, I know that Europeans have fre­
quently been affifiing in fettling their palavers of quarrels and 
:'difpute, which otherwife might have had bad con[eqllences. 

Did you ever know villages pillaged for the purpo[e of making 
Slaves? 

I never 

, 



, I Bever ,heard of fuch a thing. I ihould think it impracricable_ 
particularly by the Whites. 

Did you ever know Europeans privately fieal perfons for making 
Slaves-what we call kidnapping? 

. I nev.er heard of [uch a thing, nor do I conceive that fuch a 
,thing ever exiil:ed on the Coail:. 

Is the method of prrying on the trade in Slaves, between the 
Europeans and the N ativ'es, [uch as would difcover· and bring to 
light [uch a praCtice if i't prevailed there? 

No doubt it would; and one European, experiencing a 10[s of 
trade in confequence of fuch an aCt, would, as well from duty as 
interefted motives; make his complaint to the Governor and Co un­
cJon the Coafi. as well as to perfons in England. 

Will you defcribe the method in which the trade is carried on. 
on the Coail: ? 
. When a Slave ,is brought down, he is generally conGgned to the 

care of a Black Broker; who, either on the day he arrives in the 
town, or the following, brings him, with the perfon to whom 
he belongs, to be purchafed-the Goods are then !hewn to the 
Broker, and the perfon who wants to fell the Slave- and if there is 
any piece of Goods objeCtionable, or that he wiihes to change, he 
is at liberty to do fo, in order to fatisfy the Trader.- I have been 
two hours, frequently, in the purchafe of one Slave.-Should he 
however decline the whole barter or aifortment offered to him, 
he is at liberty to take the Slave away, and carrY, him to any 
other perron. 

Is it ufual for fome of the free Natives of the country to con­
tinue on board the {hip during the whole or greateil: part of the 
time this Trade is carrying on ? 

I believe, on an average, there arc feldom lefs than fix free 
People-ufually called G0ld Takers-Natives and reudent of A­
namaboe, who are conftantly on board the {hips. 

If any Slave had been kidnapped, or unfairly taken, would he 
·h :lVe an opportunity of making his complaint? 

He no doubt would; and I am certain, baving been a Member 
of the Council myfelf, it would have come within the compafs 
,of my knowledge if then:: ever had been [uch a praCtice. 

Do you then t~inkthat the praCt ice of kidnapping prev,l ils even. 
amongO: the Natlves themfelves? 

I nlOuld 
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I £bould with to fpeak with caution-:J never heard of [uch a 
thing exifl:ing on the Coatl:, although it is poffible fuch a thing 
may have been among the Natives-but I .know .of no fuch thing . 
-and I never 'heard of it. 

If -it {hould happen, wou'ld it be punithed in that country? 
I {hould apprehend it would-I am fure it would on the Gold 

CQaft. 

Are the Natives 'fhemfelves in poffeffion df any great quantity 
of Slaves? 

They are-fome more and fomelefs-according to the extent 
and magnitude of their kingdoms or pOffeffions. 

Are Slaves in that country confidered as a common medium 
of traffick and merchandize.? 

They arc. 

Are'there any diftinCtions -among the Slaves which the inhabi ... 
t ants poilefs, .asto domefl:ic and other Slaves? 
. I know but of two diftinCtions-one,thofe Slaves that they have 
poffeffedby hereditary right ; thefe I know cannot 'be fold unlefs 
,for fome crime, and then only by the generalconfent of the 
other domefiic Slaves---'the others, .are thofe they have purcbafed 
themfdves, and whom, without any interference of their domeftic 
Slaves, they are at liberty to diipofe IDf whenever they pleafe. 

Do you then mean 'to fay, that the difiinetion between domefl:ic 
and other Slaves does not relate to the fervice in which they are 
employed, but to their having been inherited or purchafed? 

1 mean to Jay, that one 'being 'hereditary pn>perty, incorporated 
with others of a fimilar dekription, are not dripofed cJf but by the 
Concurrence of the reft-,that other~ of the latter defcription., may 
:be fold withot1t this Form; fubject: however ·to .tdal b.efore the 
'Pynims and others. 

If a free native of Africa -has been ..convict:e.d of any -offence .. in 
·what manner is ·he punifhe<i'? 

It depends in a great meafure on the offence committed-I 
112ve known a man, who was made a prifoner in :Cape Coaft 
Came, at the requdtof his Mafl:er, and who I believe had com­
~nitt~d little or no fault, taken from thence by his Mafier, and 
put to death in a very cruel manner i-the Black's name, very 
w e.ll known to refidents, is John ~amina. , 

1£ 



If a fine is impofed on a man for an offence, is that fine to be 
paid in Slaves, or is it impofed in a certain number of Slaves? 

I really cannot fpeak with any certainty, with ~refpea to that­
the Blacks are fined among themfelves, and the perfon againil: 
whom the fuit is inil:ituted (provided he is in thr wrong) is ob­
liged to make good all expences attendant on it-ihould they not 
be able to fettle this with gold, or any other article that might be 
received I believe forne of his family or .Slaves would be feized, 
and made prifoners until he did it. 

In. fuch cafe, can you fay whether the dOQ1efl:ic or hereditary 
S,laves might be fo fei~ed? 

I apprehend both the hereditary and purchafed Slaves. 

When you fay that both the hereditary and purchafed Slaves 
might be fo feized on-do you mean that fnch Slave might be 
taken and fold for the debt or puniihrnent of his m~il:e.r ? 

I do not appr~hend that the hereditary Slave is often fold­
there is a long procefs before that can be the cafe, and a man will 
prefer oftentimes the feizing any of the perfon's own family, rather 
than his domdl:ic Slaves-but I ihould conceive all are liable to the 
debts he owes. 

Is there a procefs by which every man's dornefiic SIa7es may 
be fold for the debt or puniihment of his mafier? 

No doubt a man who has Slaves, -committing an offence, or 
being involved in debt, makes his Slaves, or any other property 
he has~ liable thereto. 

Maya man, condemne'd to ilavery, redeem himfdf by finding •. 
another Slave in his place? 

In moil cafes he may-ill one .or two particular cafes he cannot. 

Mention thofe cafes? , . 
In particular, if a man {bould conceive himfelf to l;Je bewitched, 

or, in other words, made fick by pojion, and he can fix it upon a 
particular perfon, f.o as to be aifured that h.e had committed 
the offence-he will then fell him, under a reilri(tion, to the per[on 
to whom he fells him, that he ihaH noJ be rede~med. 

Do YOll mean to confine the fuppofed crit;ne of VYitchcraft 
to the cafe in which a man may conceive ,him,(df ,to he made uck ? 
or does it apply to other cafes, in wbich a ma.n may conceive that 

• either his perfon or his property has .be~n injured hy ,the exercife 
of forne fupernatural arts, hy the perfon wllom he ac.cufes? 

Z z I 11 :1Ve 
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I have known an in fiance very lately, in which a inan by the 
name of Awilhee, a man of confiderable note, and one of the 
hdt traders reIiding at Tantum, was faid to be bewitcbed-a day or · 
two after I heard this, I heard of his death; and the perfon accufed, 
with his family, who himfelf was a Pynim, or Head of the town, 
had a forma.l trial-I faw the Pynims fit under the Palaver-tree 
for that purpofe, and paKed them repeatedly-the refult of the 
determinati()n was, to f~ll the old Pynim, and drive all the reft 
of the family out of the town; which they did-I conver[ed 
with many of the Blacks who were at this trial, and who all 
feemed thoroughly fenfible, that what was called Witchcraft, ill this 
particular inftance was really poifofl-and they affirmed that 
Awiihee was poifoned.-There was another inftance, of a fimilar 
nature, with refpeCt: to the Cabbolheer of Tantum, whilfi I com­
manded there-he was taken fick in the morning, reported to 
be bewitched; but died, as I was informed by many of the N a­
tives, by poifon, before fix o'clock in the evening. 

What was the mode of trial, in that cafe, of the offender, and 
. what the puniihment ? 

The Cabbo{b~er was a Mulatto man-he had been formerly a 
Company's foldier, but by hereditary right became Cabbolheer of 
Tantum. He himfe1f being a Mulatto, and not having a very large 
family, or people in power to make the enquiry (which would 
have been done if he had been a Black man of any confidera-

. ble note) the matter fell to the ground. 

What is . a Cabbolheer? 
It is the name of office-the King-Head Man. 

Are the trials for Witchcraft, in general, carried on in the 
manner in which you defCribed the former trial, or in a more 
private manner? 

I never faw any but the one I infianced; but I apprehend, 
and believe, and think I have been informed, that any perron 
of any particular family, charged with this crime, is tried by 
his own family, in· conjunCtion with the hereditary Slaves, pro­
vided he is a Slave-if a Free man, by the Pynims or Heads uf the 
town.-But this is mere information. 

Then you was · never· prefent but at ·one trial yourfelf? 
I never was-nor was I prefent at that I have defcribed­

I paifed through the town, and raw them fitting, and was informed 
- by the Nativesf as well as my own fervants, that it was on that 

-account. 
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Is there any other crime, of which a perfon being convitl:ed, and 
condemned to Slavery, is not permitted to redeem himtelf by find-
ing another Slave iLl his room? . 

I believe in cafes of very ill behaviour, and of which a Slave has 
been frequently convitl:ed, fo as to become notorious, Jhe perf on 
who fells him will refirain the purchafer from redeeming him. 

In fuch cafe, is it exprefsly fiipulated, that fuch Slaves lhall be 
carried away from the country? 

I have frequently experienced this to be the cafe. 

In the crime of Adultery, is it ever fiipulated that the offender 
fh~ll not be permi tted to remain in the coun try? 

I have known it to be the cafe, and I have known it other­
wife. 

For fuch crime, is a man · ever punilhed by a fine of feveral 
Slaves, in the cafe of his being wealthy? or is the punilhment con­
fined to his own perfonal lofs of liberty? 

If 21 man is of any real confeq uence or conGderation, they are 
not contented to feize him, but will take many Slaves; but if the 
Slave of a great man, or Prince, fhould commit this crime with 
his (the Prince's) \vives, I apprehend they would put him to 
death. . 

· Do you know whether the pratl:ice of Human Sacrifices prevails 
in that country? . 

I know it does.-At Appolonia, I have been informed by the 
Governor himfelf, who was a very refpetl:able man, that he has 
feen perfon~, altogether unacquainted with any intention o~ their 
being to be put to death, feized in t.\1e market- place, by a rope 
being thrown over their heads, and, after being dragged near 
half 01 mile, put to death in Tarious m~nners.-I have heard hin1 
fay, that [orne have had fwords run crofs ways thro' them­
others their heads fawed off-this is a common practice, it has 
been done even near Cape eoafl: Cafl:le.-I aiked, 1:.im how many 
he had feen fo facriliced-his anfwer was~ That at the death of 

· old Baw and Ammoneer, the two Cabbo{heers, he believed that 
near 300 had been put to death, in various manners. 

I remember alfo at Cape Coafl:, upon the death of the man I 
mentioned, John ~amina, as he was a great man, a great Cab­

_ bofheer, anc~ lived nea,r the Fort, the Governor, and the;: ",Thites 
refident in the Fort, were fearful that forne would be [acrificed . 
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His Jami1y were therefore fent to, and told, that in cafe they 
'had any'fuch intention, the Fort, if it was done within reach 
,of their Guns, wo'uld fire at the houfe; where he was fitting in 
ftate,powdered, all over with Gold. J faw hi114 and heard the 
meDage delivered to his family, and a promife on their parts 
,that none !honld be facrificed; notwithfianding which, a very 
fine boy and girl were knocked on the head with an elephant's 
tooth-one \vas buried under his coffin~ and the other on the 
top of it. 

'Vas the Governor of Appolonia, with whom you-had this COIl­

yerfation, the ,prefenf or late Governor? 
Neither-the Governor I allude to was Governor Dickfon .. 

who is fince dead; but I believe many in Africa~ and in Europe., 
know the circumftance to be as I have related it. 

Does the practice of facrificing Slaves prevail, ift a greater or , 
}efs degree~ on the death of all perfons of condition, in that coun­
try ? 

I believe it exifted formerly much m0re than it has latterly-I 
have known two men lately-a month or two before I left the 
·.coafr, in January lafi-men of note-one the King of Ackin­
the other was -a Cabbo{heer, not of fo great note, who died;-but 
J did not hear ,of any human facrifices on tl:lQfe o.ccaCtons.-I be­
lieve they are indebted .to the Whites, in a great mea[ure, for the 
practice heing Ids; who take every opportunity ,of reprefenting to 
them the iJlhumanity and abfurdity of fuch a proceeding.~What 
I fpeak to, however, ;s with refpect to the placesadjoining ,to the 
.Coafi- for in the interior parts vf the country it cer.tain-ly (as far 
as I can judgdi-omre'port) exifl:s ,in a very great cl~~ree. 

Have you feen whatha,s :become of Slaves which ,the E~ropeans 
:·have refufed to purchafd 

I can fpeak as to one particular fact-from which I i110uId 
draw a natural conduCton-,that if they are not faIeable they are 
put to death :- A woman was brought into Cape Coan Cafrle, to 
be purchafed; who being very old, and very infirm, was rejeCted, 
as well by t'he refidents, as by the {hipping; Dutch, and ,others­
after which, bet::aufe the Black tra,der would rrot be at the ex­
pence of-her maintenance, he carried her into the Bulli-a ,field 
or kind of meadow which is overrun with weeds and bullies, and 
therefore called a Bulli-where 1he was .murthered, and after-
·~ards ,found. . . 

\Can 
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Can you then, from your experience ~nd obfervations during 
your refidence on the Coaft, form any Judgment, whether the 
purchafe of Slaves by the Europeans does, or does not, contribute 
to preferving them from being facrificed, 01' otherwife put to 
death? 
, I certainly do believe that it contributes much, nc,t only to 
the fafety of the Slaves, as far as it regards life, but alfo to their 
eafe and comfort; for in many cafes, and particularly at Tantom. 
where I have had a number of Slaves in the Fort at one time, be­
tween, 60 and 70, I have feen them infinitely happier, infinitely 
more healthy, than when they were fidl: fold to me.-In proof of 
this, notwithftanding I have bought numbers of Slaves, ane! have 
had' 60 or 70 in the Fort, and that for two or three months, I 
never 10ft a Slave by mortality ill my life. 

What nation traded on the Coafi:, during your relidence there, 
befides the Engliih ? 

Many-French, Dutch, Americans, Danes, and Portuguefc. 

Has the trade of any of thofe nations, on that Coaft, particu-­
larly increafed of late years? 

It moil: alfuredly bas, particularly amorg the French and 
Americans. 

Do you know from what particular part of America they trade 
to that Coaft ? 

I believe principally from Bofton and Salem-Boll:on in parti­
cular. 

Have the French puihed that trade more of late years, and 
by what means? 

They have; and, contrary to the law of nations, put themfelves 
into the pofreffion of a particular ~ot, adjacent to Anamaboe; 
and although, by the unhealthinefs of the climate, they have 10£1: 
great numbers of people, they il:ill perfevere in their- determination 
to keep pofTeffion of the fpot, to replace the dead with others, fent 
out frequently in their men of war.-I have feen two in a year 
there-They alfo fend a 11 reat many more £hips than they former­
ly did-I mean on the Gold Coafl:. 

How many ihips had the French on that Coafi:, during the l:t£1: 
year of your refidence there ? 

I cannot fpeak with any certainty to that-I was chiefly con­
fined to my Fort-had been exceedingly unwell during 'my t\VQ 

la£1: years reiidence, fo had no conne8:ion with them. 
3 A Can 
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Can you fay, whether any trade fvr Slaves is carried on to the 
Eaf\:ward of the Gold Coaft-the Eaftern part of Africa ~ 

No doubt of it-from Whydah-all along the Coaft-to Old 
Calabar, and New Calabar. 

Did the Engli£h ihips, particularly, fai"l f-rom t'he Coafl: tecretly 
in the night? 

I do not know t.'-Jat they t11,ade a praCtice of dOfog fo: it might 
.happen that one or two might get under way during a tornado, 
at the eod of it, becaufe it wou'Jd give them a goed offin~, 
as welJ as forward them in their paffage: but the gene~l 
cultom of {hips departing from the Coaf\: is, to loofe the fore­
top fail, hoift the eniign. and fire ,a gun-which they .often rereal; 
for three, four, or five weeks-I have known it two months be­
fore they fail. This is done for the purpofe of informing the 
natives that the {hip is going to fail, and that they mufl: come 
on board and fettle any accounts they may have with the CaptaiFi. 
So that the ufual time of getting under way is generally with the 
land wind, fi'Om two in the morning, as long as it !halllafl:. . 

Whether are ,the {hips moll:.healthy which lie -off the Coafl:, ar 
thofe which go up 1he rivers, and 'lie ;nearer land '? 

No doubt thofe which lie off the Coafl:-they avoid the confe­
quences of the fogs • 

.Is it neceifary to go up' the rivers for Woods, the produce of the 
country? 

I cannot fpeak to that, I know nothing of that part of the Coall: 
.where they,go for Woods-There are Ilone on the Gold Coall:. 

Are there many rivers on ~he Gold Coaft navig:rble for !hips? 
I know of none-l am fure there arc:; none-There are two 

rivers, Elmina and ShemaJ;'" but they would not admit a veffel of 
fifty tons, or any thing like it, to go into them. 

, "'-
Are thofe rivers in the hands of'the Engli !h, or the Dutch? 
Both in ,the hands of the Dutch. 

Are there any rivers in which boats of any confiderable bur-then 
"could navigate? 

Not any, unlefs a boat under twenty ·tons-There is no naviga­
tion-!he might go in, but would be very foon aground, if the 
:was to purfue hercourfe. 

Is 
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1s there <lny 'way by which gaads af bulk cau1d be braught to 
the' Caafl: by water from the inland cauntry ? 
, I am fure there is nO' fuch navigatian. 

, Is there much land-carriage far bulky gaads ? 
Nat any-I have feen a taath af ane hundred and feventy 

, paunds weight anly, that was abliged to' be cut intO' three pieces, 
fat the purpafe af bringing it dawn. 

r " 
Frcfn what diftance ? 

, I can nat fay. ' 

In what manner was it brought' ? 
I recollect one piece-the fmalleft-was fmaother t'han the other 

t.wo, which led me to' canceive, and from the appearance of a notch 
or two having been made in arder to' fix. a rape, that it had been 
dragged dawn in part, and carried occaiionall y • 

. ·Are there any landing-places on the Coaft ? 
There are many, thaugh very indifferent ones~fome exceeding 

bad indeed. 

How many are there from whence heavy goads .cauld fafely be 
embarked on board {hip? 

. I really knaw of none, that.! could juftifiably fay, as they are all 
exceeding bad at one time of the year or other: 

What is the beft feafon of the year for landing ,or embarking 
goads? 

Abaut Chriftmas-January or February-but I do not mean to 
fay. that thofe are"certain ,manths--,-I have knawn "the [eafon ex­
ceeding bad in all thefe months, but it is the' beft [eafan af the 
year. 

Haw many miles of Caaft dO' you [peak af, in which yau fl.] 
that there are nO' navigable rivers, and fuch bad landing-places? 

I fpeak fram Cape Ii Bau to' the River V ~lga, or thereabauts. 

How many miles af Coaft is that? 
, I fhould fuppofe about four hundred and twenty, or faur 

,hundred and thirty miles. 

Is there a heavy furf on that Coafl ? 
_ A .very heavy one. 



(.Does that [urf render it more dang«:!ro,u~ to carry goods off 
the C'oaft to the iliip.s, or to land goods from the lhips to' the 
Coaft ? ' 

I conceive it much fafer to land goods than to take them off; 
although I have fe~n, even in landing [mall cin;oes, f'iihifi~ canoes 
(which al'C mucn the (afeft) ten in a day over[et. 

During your refidence on the Coaft, did you knowGf any !hips 
. trading there for other articles of commerce, and not for Slaves? 

No-I believe I might infiance certain {hips, which are 7"e'JJt for 
Gold and Ivory, called" Ivory and Gold Ships;" but thel~ alfo 
trade for Slaves. 

, Is any great quantity of Gold exported frem that Coaft·? 
I know of none, hlnlefs in the cafe of a refiden.t's realizing-he;, 

Eke myldf .. might bring fame away.-It is not ~n artIcle of ex­
port-and the reafon is evident, becau(e Gold in that country is 
worth four pounds i1erling per ounce, and in this country is not 
worth more than from ~hree pounds de-ve~ !hilling~, to three 
puunds fourteell ihillings per ounce! . 

What quantity of Ivory is exported from iliat Coaft 'r 
. I cannot fay a.s 'to any fpecific quantity-I have known a· great 

deal of Ivory fold to me, ,in on,e month, at Tantum, while I was 
fecond-wh en I have not bought five teeth, the laft time.I was 
there, duri~g two years • 

. Is Ivory then an: ,·uncertain produce ,? 
From what I have faid, and feen, I lhould conceive it wa&. and 

that there is not that quantity that there has formerly been, be­
c:lufe Tantum ufed-to be a very good fort for .that particular ac.­
tide. 

Could Ivory be procured in fu.fficient quantities to be an ob­
jeCt of commerce, in dependant of the trade in Slaves? 

. No-I ibould think the abolition of the Slave trade would 
effectually defhoy the ivory trade. 

Why fo? 
Becaufe the native merchants, who bring it dOvvn, generally put 

on the heads or {boulders of the Slaves they bring down to {ell, 
fuch Teeth and Ivory as they may have; whereas, (0 {mall is their 
profit ,011 the anicle of Ivo~y, that.it would not pay them for 

.th.eir 

I 
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their trouble-they wO!.lld not think it worth their while to bring 
it, unlefs they at the fam~ time brought with them Slaves. 

Does the country produce any other articles of commerce be­
fides Gold and Ivory, which you have mentioned? 

Not the Gold Coaft, at leaft of any value-There are [orne few 
Cloths, Mats, &c. but they are not purchafed as articles of 
trade-I have [een a Cloth or two-The Cloths particularly are 
the produce of ~hydah, which is not properly the Gold Coail:. 

What fort of Cloths are they? 
They arc Cloths manufaCtured by them, with the threads that 

they draw out of our Cloths, or fuch Cloths as are exported to 
that country-Thefe are principally what they make their colours 
with. In addition to this, [orne do fpin Cotton, which they mix 
along with it. 

Do they make many Cotton Cloths, except for their own con" 
[umption? 

I know of very few that are made at all-very few-and thofe 
bear [0 confiderable a price, being deemed a curioiity more than of 
any real ufe, that [ometimes a gentleman in the country will give 
a very extraordinary price for one. 

What do you call an extraordinary price? 
Two or three Slaves for a Cloth of four fathom by three fa­

thom, or thereabouts. 

What do you call a fathom? 
Two yards. 

Are thefe the kind of Cloths which the natives wear? 
No-by no means. 

And then the Counfel and Witne[s were direCted to 
withdraw. 

To report a Progrefs, &c. 



Lunte, I S· die Junii 1789. 

MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 

Taken before a Committee of the 
Whole Houfe, to whom it was 
referred to confider of the Slave 
Trade. 

Witne[s examined, 

JOHN FOUNT AIN, Efquire. 



,c 0 M MIT TEE of the Whole Houfe. to confidor··­

further of the Circumllances of the Slave Trade, corn­

plained of in the feveral Petitions which were prefelilted 

to the Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative 

1:0 the State of :the African Slave Trade .. 

C Ounfel called in. 

The Counfel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded in 
,their Evidence; and 

J 0 H N F 0 U N T A IN, Efquire, was again called in. 

Will that part of the Coaft, which you are acquainted with, 
produce any, articles of commerce, whi"ch might be carried on with 
advantage to this country, independent of the trade in Slaves? 

None that I know of. 

Does it produce Corn in any confiderable quantity? 
It produces Corn by no means equal to the annual confump­

tion . 

. Does it produce Cotton in any confiderable quantity? 
None, 'I believe, except what is ufed to fpin to make wicks for 

lamps; and fame .cloths they make at Whydah, but not on the 
Gold Coaft. 

Has any attempt been ever made to extend the cultivation of 
Cotton? 

1 remember a fort of attempt being made near Cape Coaft, but 
it failed of fuccefs, and the Blacks deftroyed in the night what 
was done in the courfe of the day ;-the reafon they affigned was, 
that they concei ved it prej udicial to their provifion ground. 

3 C Does 
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Does ·the country produce Rice in any quantity? 
Not in any quantity-,fome is produced in Appolonia, and a 

little to Windward of it, but I know of none to Leewa'rd. 

Does it produce any Dying Wood? 
Not any-to a certainty. 

Does it produce any other articles befides thofe which have been 
-enumerated? 

. None .that:1 know of. 

,Did yourefide in that country during the la£t wad 
Yes. 

Was the trade .in Slaves interrupt~d during the war? 
It certainly was, in a degree; nor were fo many Slaves brought 

down during, that period, as in general when there was no war: 

Was there a lefs demand for Slaves during the 'war:, than there 
'had been in time of peace? 
. The demand was certainly not fa great, and confequently 
.Slaves not fo dear. 

During the war did you obferve that more Corn, Rice, or Cot­
?ton, were produced in Africa, than had been prodllced in the 
;time of peace? 

I cannot fay I perceived any material difference ;~indeed I was 
' rather out of the way, being confined, during the war, principally 
. at Tantum. 

Did you hear of any alteration being effected in the cultivation 
'of the country, in coo[equenee of the war? 

Not any.-The country was in the fame itate then as now, 
and had been before for many years. 

From your experience and obfervation are you enabled to form 
an opinion, whether the putting an end to the trade for Slaves 
would materially alter the ftate of cultivation of the country? 

I do not believe that it would make any alteration.-The Blacks 
are an indolent fet of people, and 1 believe if it were not for the 
Slave al!d Ivo'ry trade, they would rather ibrve than cultivate 
any exteniive part of the country;-indeed, although they may 
command great"-extent of land, you feldom fee them cultivate 
more than is abfolutely neceifary to fupport themfelves, family, 
.and dejJendant$, fromyear to year • 

.Ar.e 



.Are there any articles manufactured in that country? 
I know of none, except the Cloths and Mats) have before 

.defcribed. 

Do you apprehend that the abolition of the Slave Trade WQuld 
:increafe thefe manufactures, or produce any new .m;l1iufach,lres? 

I am certain it would not. . 

Does the country produce Iron? 
None that I know of. 

Whence are they fupplied with Iror;l ,l 
From Europe. 

:Do they manufaCture that into al1Y articles of ufe? 
None-udefs it is a kind of coarfe bill or hoe, which they 

,cultivate their land with.; bllt they are made in fo coarfe and 
untempered a manner that they feldom lail: any length of time. 

Are they fupplied w,ith ll}any articles of Iron from Europe r 
With a great many.-Knives, guns., and iron bars ready to 

-manufacture into bills and hoes, and for iron bars for their win­
dows, :md various other ufes. 

If the Slave pi'ad:,: with the Englilh was to be put an end to, 
·can you fay what would become of thofe Slaves now fold to the 
Engliili. ? 

They wouln, no doubt, be fold to other nations, who {hew 
.daily an eager defire, particularly the French lately, to partici­
pa te of our trade. 

During the time of peace, has t~ere always been a demand for 
Slaves equal or fuperior .to the fupply by the country.? 

There certainly has, more than equal to the fupply. 

Do you think that the abolition of the trade would prevent a 
£Ingle man being made a Slavet who is now made fuch? 

I do not think it would. 

Do you think that the abolitiol1 of the trade would prevent 
any wars among the natives? 

On the contrary, I QlOuld rather be difpofed to think that it 
would occafion wars, becaufe thefe people who come under the 
defcrip tion of convicts, would be left in the country (fuppoiin g 

a total 
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. ·a total abolition) to do continual ~ifchief, and occaGon ferments 
'among ·the natives, and confequently produce more wars. 

. Do y~u think the abolition would be the means of faving the 
'lives of the natives in that country? . 

'On the contrary, I,am [ure the total abolition of the trade by 
all nations, would produce a fcene of carnage from one end of 
the coaft to the other.-I mentioned a circumftance yefterday, of 
a man's being taken out of Cape Coafr Came, by a Cabboiheer of a 
more civilized difpoGtion than they generally are, whofe name 
was John ~amina; and, notwithfianding the remonftrance of 
fame gentlemen who partieularly knew his intention in taking 
this man up for fome trifling offence he had committed, he car­
ried him up to his Croome or country houfe, and put him to 
death in a very cruel manner. 

Do you think that a colony could be efrabli!hed in that country, 
with any probability of advantage? 

There are many obfracles to fuch an attempt, and I really do 
not believe it would be practicable, at leaft until the country was 
conquered; and to do this would produce the lofs of lives to 
many thoufands; becaufe the country is overrun with underwood, 
ver:)' thick, and the natives, unlefs upon the fea-coaft, difpofed 
to be very hoftile to us. 

During your refidence there, did you obferve any inftance of 
cruel ty exercifed by the Englilh tow3rds the Slaves they had pur­
ch3fed? 

On the contrary, I have fcen great marks of humanity ob­
ferved towards them; and in ficknef<;, I have known them at­
tended on, particularly in the night, at feveral different hours, 
when they have been ill of the Flux particularly. 

Do you know whether the crews of feamen on board the Slave 
Ships are treated with any particular cruelty or feverity? 

I have never feell any particular marles of cruelty towards 
them-but, as the country is not fa healthy as other parts, they 
may pollibly experience inconvenience from the {everity of the 
climate, common to every European who goes to that country? 

Would that inconvenience from the feverity of the climate af­
fect the crews of other !hips, who !hould trade on that coafi for 
other commodities, as well as the crews of the fhips trading for 
Slaves? 

.Equally the fame. 
Would 
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Would the inconvenience, from the feverity of the climate, af.:. 
feB: any colonies of Engliilimen who iliould be planted there? 

No doubt it would, in the ltate in which the Coafr- is at pre­
ferit-I remember, a few years back, a [ea[on produced great mor­
talityat the Daniili Fort at Accra-the Governor .. Vice-preud.ent, 
and {even Of eight other officers, together with 100 [oldiers., fell a 
facrifice to a raging fever in the cour[t; of one month, and this on 
the fea-coaft. 

In what iliip did you go from England t'o Africa, in your firft 
voyage? . 

I went, in March 1778, in the Symord, Captain MackintoGl, 
who has been examined here-I returned home in 1783, at the 
requifition of Lord North, to England, being at that time Com­
miifary to the King's troops-in the latter end of 1784, and the 
beginning of 1785, I went out again to the Coalt of Africa-in 
September 1785 I returned home in a Slave !hip, by the way of 
Barbadoes. 

How many times then have you gone from England to Africa~ 
and how oftenJrom Afri<:a to the We£!: Incljes, in the courie of 
your life? 

I have been three voyages from England to Africa .. and twofro~ 
Africa to England, by the way of the Weft Indies. 

In the courfe of your voyages from England to Africa, did yo,q 
obferve any cruelty or ill-treatment exercifed by the Captaips. to­
wards the crew under their command? 

I did 11ot-1 never faw people ,happier than they were on 
board. 

In the firlt voyage you made from Africa t.o the Weft Indies. 
what number of Slaves were on board? 

I have faid about 3oo-more or lefs. 

What was tae name_ 91' the {hip? 
The Iris. 

How were thofe Slave; treated during the middle paaage ? 
Exceedingly well indeed-we loft but one.-A£ld as f.or amufe­

ment (I was frequently on the main deck with them) I had an 
opport unity to fee that they were perfectly fatisfied, and at all 
t imes very chearful. 

3 D During 
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,During that voyage were the Slaves often upon deck, and hoW' 
often? 

We had a paffage, to the beft of my recollettion, of fix 'weeks 
and two days; and I 'believe that there were not above two days, 
in the whole of -that paffage, that the Slaves were not upon 
deck. 

Were they fufficiently fapplied, during the voyage, with pro­
\'il1on and water .? 

With great plenty -of both.-I !hould conceive it for the) in­
tereft of the Owner and Captain to feed th em well, becau(e if 
they are not kept in heart and ·good fpirits i.t is odds but they 
ficken and die: and although the veffel fta:yed near 24 hours at 
Barbadoes, before {be proceeded to Jamaica, {he had plenty oJ 
water and provil1ons to carry her down, nor dicl {he take any of 
·either on board at Barbadoes. '. 

Does tl1e profit of the Captain and Surgeon of the !hip depend 
on the health of the .cargo of Slaves ?-how was it before the late 
r~guJa,tions ? 

, The Captain would be benefited by the numbers which he 
Iand~d, and a total Iofs (as far as I have underftoo,d by Captains) 
of 'his -6 per cent.-on {uch as .died. 

At what ilIand was the cargo of Slaves, carried in the Iris, 
landed? . 
, Jamaica, and configned to Copple and Golding. 

, vVere 'the S1aves well ;treated, after their arrival ·.at Jamaica, on 
,board that !hip, and before they were landed? 

, 'I left the {hip at Ba-rbadoes ; I have heard from the Captain re­
peatedly, that he did not lofe a lingle Slave going from Barba­
does to Jamaica. 

On Doard what (hip did you make your fecond voyage fr.om 
Africa to the Weft Indies) 

The Friendlhip, laft goth of January. 

Who was Captain? 
·Edward Lamb-Mafter. 

How many Slaves had he on board? 
We had but few; lhe was not a Slave lhi p~ but a ftore {hip ; 

~nd 
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and in her pafrage to the Weft Indies would have carried Sfaves., 
.as !he did a few, upon freight. 

Was that Qlip better, or worfe, calculated for the conveyan~e of 
,a number of Slaves than the common Slave {hips? 

In my opinion, much worfe, though !he was a large !hip.-The 
,eoamings of her hatches were very low-had we met with any 
rmlgh weather there {he WQuid have iliipped water, which would 
have gone down into the men's room-befides which, {he had not 
the conveniences, fuch as .drying pans to dry the men's rooms 
after tbey were wa!hed, fo as to make them equally comfortable 
with a regular Slave !hip. 

Was !he furniihed with gratings and air ports, like a regul2.r 
Slave !hip? ' 

She was not, being a Ihtioned ihipat Lucea in Jamaica-l mean 
that {he was a regular Weft Indiaman. 

How were the Slaves treated on board that 1hip dur.ing the 
voyage? 

Theywere treated exceedingly well-we 10ft none i-but! {hould 
apprehend, that if any of them had been in a fickly ftate when re­
ceived on board, they would ,not have been fo ikilfully treated as' 
,in a regular ,GuineamaJl. 

How many S1aves died during that voyage? 
Not one-nor indeed any pedon belonging to the fhip. 

Where was that cargo landed? 
In Jamaica-to the beftof my belief-I quitted thelhip .at 

Barbadoes. 

\Vas there any mortality among the cargo after their arrival 
at Jamaica, and hefore they were landed? 

I cannot fay what happened after { left the vefrel at Barbadoes 
-they were in perfett health when the {hip left Barbadoes. 

Did you ever hear of any mortality amongft them after you 
left them? 

None-I never heard of any. 

Had you any intereft YOl:lrfelf -i n .the S.!aves on board this 
,{hip? 

I had not a lingle Slave in her, nor have I allY conneCtion 
.whatever with the concern. 

Have 

• 
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Have you relided at all in the Well: Indies? 
I have, for upwards of four years. 

In what part? 
In the parial of Hanover, in Jamaica. 

Do you know of any means ufed by the Captain or Surgeon. 
after a 51 ave iliip's arrival, to repel any diforders with which the 
Slaves may be affeCted, whereby their health may be injured? 

I cannot fay I have known any fuch practice to take place 
with refpeCl: to the Slaves. 

During what-years did-you relide in Jamaica? 
I believe from the latter _end of 1769, or commencement of 

1770, to the year .1774, 

-During your relidence there, did you know of any particular 
-_ mortality taking place among the Slaves on board Slave iliips, after 
-_ their arrival off the Wand, and before the landing of the Slaves? 

No-I never faw any thing of the fort. I have been on board 
.0£ two or three Slave iliips in the ifland-their cargoes were healthy, 
and I believe few of the two in particular I allude to-the War­

:wick Cafrle was one-I forget the name of the other-were in a 
-very difeafed {late when they were fold-I mean very few indeed, 

> out of a very large cargo-cthe Warwick Cafrle had 500 nearly. 

Are you then enabled·, from your refidence on the Coafl: of 
Africa, and from your refidence in the Well: Indies~ to form a 
judgment what would be the prol!>aole eff-ecr of an a.bolition of 
the Slave Tl"ade by this country. both in fhe Weft Indies and the 
Coaft of Africa? 

On the Coaft of Africa, 1 am convinced that it would tend to 
the .deftruCtion. of many lives-in the Weft Indies, tbe deftruCtion 
of the Britiili Colonies. . 

Examined by Members of the Committee. 

What was the tonnage of the Iris, and the name of the 'Cap­
tain ? 

I cannot fpeak correct to. the tonnage, but I think about 220 

or 23o-the name of the Captain was Mafon.-This was in 
1785-

What was the fize of the Symond ? 
I cann£lt 

/ 



I cannot {peak to that-it Was conftderably larger, being a 
three-decker. 

What was the number of Slaves on board the Symond ? 
I came a paifenger from England in her, but was never on 

board, when the had any Slaves. 

Is there any thing peculiar in the conftitution and government 
of Appolonia? 

There certainly is-The King is defpotic, and by his own fingJe 
authority has, and daily does take away the lives of many. 

What is the extent of that difiriCl:? 
I cannot fpeak to the breadth, but as to the length of Ap­

polonia, from Axim, it is about 25 or 30 miles, more or lefs­
Coafiwife. 

Had the Slave of~amina" who was put to death by his mafrer. 
been previ6ufly convicted by a legal proce[s ? 

I iliould apprehend, that as ~amina fent in his domefiic Slaves 
in a public manner to demand him of the Governor of Cape Coafi 
(without whofe permiffion no Slave once brought into the Fort 
can pafs the gates) the prifoner would, no doubt, before execu­
tion' have received the form of trial. 

Was not ~amina a man of very great iafluence and authority 
in that country? 

He certainly had great authority-although I have known him. 
frequently overawed and intimidated by the reigning King and 
Captain of the. Town. . • 

Was the number of Slaves, taken off the Coafi during the war, 
greater, orlefs, than is ufual in time of peace? 

I Lannot anfwer that quefiifln, being confined at Tantum prin­
cipally during the war. 

Did you export as many, during the war? 
I bought more than I have ever done fince-but the reafon 

was obvious-Cape Coail: had beefl engaged in war with the 
Fort of Elmina, with the Dutch-T he Fort of Mouree, belong­
ing to the Dutch, had been taken by the Engliih-The F orr 
of Anamaboe, and Cormartin, one belonging to the E ngli!h 
<lnd the other to the Dutch, were invol ved al fo in a fbt.e of 
war-The Fort of Accra Creve Coeur, belonging to the D u_tch , 
was engag~d in a war with James Fort. our For t at Accra. -

3 E Hence 

(, 



-Hence, it ,was, _ t'hat . on -tl1efe 'llcCoun'ts the M'ti~eswere afra:d 
to bring down their Slaves to thefe places, which were in a-.£t~ 
of warfare-and therefore chafe to bring them .to Talltum, ~here 
theycoaI-d not beIIlQldted. . 

Do you 'believe -there are fewer facrinces of late years than for ... 
merly, through the extent of the Coaft~ according to the beft of 
yoor information? 

I fpoke particularly the other evening~ I believe it was yefler­
day, with re[peCl: t-o Appolonia -The prefent Ki,ng of Appolonia 
(~a{hee) who fliC<ceeded the two that I mentioned yefterday, til 
iEll alive.-I know not whether the number would be equally 
gre,at at his death, as were at. ttit deaths of either of the two pre­
decelTors I have named. 

The queftion was, throughout the whole extent of the Coa!l, ac· 
cording to your information, and was not confined to Appolonia? -
-' Ibdieve ii: exifrs in the (ame deg.ree a few miles from the 
Coafr. __ Nearer to our Fort" I {hould conceive that there were not 
to many ~ baa been formerly s I believe the Blacks were aware 
that the Chi~fs of Forts wouia frre' tae middle of a crcmd that 
were_ .maki~g fuch a facrifice. 

By what motives are the niDves induced to make thefe facri. 
fices, and,of what defcription are the viCtims commoBly? 

I belie~e' they have many motives for it-the principal one is, 
that their friends and relatioIU may reil quiet in their graves-t 
,fecond is, :that they" deem it necdfary he fhould be properly at­
tended"':""hence it is, that they generally facrifice his Key-bearer, or 
Accraw, as they call it; alad~&mmonly prvvide . alfo with his 
head w.ench~ by puttinK ber te death. 

Have not perfons of conltq\1eRCe a confider:lble number of 
Slaves, in tha.t country? 

I beg leave to remark, on the preceding ,quefiion, that r do not 
mean to confine .myfelf . to thefe two or three particular perfons, 
who are facrifi~ed to great mel!; for I have been in, and feen tombs 
and burial-places paved witla kulls of people. that had been made 
lacrifices. 

~e1lion now repeatJtdJ. 
Have not p€rfons ef confequence often a-contiderable number of 

Slaves belonging to them? 
No doubt they llave-it depends 00 their qua ana property. 
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In what fervices are thefe Slaves employed t 
M any are in a fiate of idlenHs from year's end to year's end} 

whilft their wenches or wives provide thetn with water, and every 
thing necelfary for their fubfiil:ence . 

. Would not thefe Slaves be liable to purriihmel'tt, if they ihould 
difobey their mafters commands? 

It would depend in great meafure on the natore of the com­
mand-mailers (even t he king himfelf of Cape Coafl:) are in the 
habit of [ueh fami liarity with their Slav~s, that unlefs it was 
really a capital ·fault, I do not apprehend a Slave would Teceive 
any punilh ment. 

If a Slave were obll:inately to refu[e to obey his mafier, cou]{{ 
not his mafl:e r compel him to obedience, if the mafier wilhed it? 
. No doubt of it-he might punilh him. 

vVhence are the Natives of that part of the Country [upplied 
with provilions ? 

Along the Coaft, it is the practice of the natives to plant annu­
ally a5 much as . for the year may ierve themfelves, their families, 
and dependants-but I have [een many infl:ances which -clearly 
prove to me, that they have little or no furplus-I have myfdf 
offered thirty-five or forty lhillIngs for a chell: of Corn, which is 
fifteen {billings more than the ufual price given for Corn, -and I 
could not obtain it-but this I attribute to the indolence of the 
Natives. 

Is your an[wer, refpeCting the Coail:, applicable to the whole ex­
tent of the Coafl: '? 

As far as I 11IWe [een, which is as far as Accra, at which place 
in particular (although it is a prodigious large difl:riCl: of country) 
they plant little or no Corn, and are obliged to be fupplied by 
their neighbours-this, during my refidence at Accra-I have {een 
prodigious great want amongfl: them. . 

Is it a conliderable quantity that they are obliged to bring from 
their neighbours? . . 

As much as is necelfary, with fome other provilions which they 
,plant, for their fub6fl:ence. 

From what -difl:ance is ihis fupply of Corn brought ? 
I believe from as far as from Cape Coall: to Accra, and all the 

way dow~. 
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Do you me:l.n that this Corn is the produce of Cape Coail:? 
I mean that it is the produce of Cape Coafi, Tantum, Anarna­

boe, &c. fome more, fame lefs. 

What was given in exchange for this Corn ? 
Sometimes they wi)l take cloth-part liquor and brandy~but 

this is only when Corn is plenty;-when it is fcarce, they will 
fcarcely take any thing elfe than g6ld-duft for it. 

How do the perfons in queftion become poffeffed of this cloth, 
• (lC liquor, or gold-duft ? 

I apprehend this queftio!l refers to the Blacks-the anfwer I 
gave referred to the purchafes of the Whites.-I believe the anfwer 

· may alfo in fome degree extend to the Blacks, the natives of Ac­
~ra-who give fome cloth and fome gold, together with a filh, 
which they call A porge, and which is a great article of trade, as well 
as fubfiftence, among the Accras. 

With what is the bulk of the fupply of their provillons pur­
chafed by the natives? 

In moft cafes, I believe, with the articles I have mentioned­
I know of no other articles that they have to give in exchange.­
Indeed Accra is not a country of Gold-what they therefore pafs, 
is acquired by them in trade from other nations. 

With what then do the natives put·chafe thefe commodities. 
which they exchange for provi1ions, as you have {tated before? 

With Slaves and Ivory;-principally Ivory-for there is more 
· fold in that country. than in any other part of the Coaft. 

Whether any part of the provifions is brough t from the inte­
rior Eart of the country-and if it is, from what difhnce ? 

I a~ouJd fuppofe there is a great deal brought from the interior 
part of the country-becau!e I have already [aid, that the natives 
adjacent to the forts are too indolent to plant more than is necef­
fary for their own confumption. 

Have you known any more trials for Witchcraft, than the two 
you n~entioned before? 
. I have not-though I know there are fuch exifting every day 
:1mongft the Blacks; but, as I have already obferved, 1 am con­
vinced that the word " . Witchcraft," amongft t.he Blacks, means 

· Jiterai.Jy , "Poi lon." 

Dy 



[ 188 ] 

By " every day," you mean very frequently? 
Yes. 

Are the trials public? 
I cannot fay-if I lhould judge from what I have feen and 

~efcribed, I lhould be led to think that they were public, al­
though the Whites may not have frequent opportunities of fee­
i ng them. 

What circumftances would deprive the Whites of the oppor­
tunity of feeing them, if they were frequent? 

I never heard it was cu.llomary for the Whites ever to intro­
duce themfelves at fuch trials, or indeed at any others, among the 
Blacks; although, in returning from our waJks~ we frequently fee 
the Pynims, and Heads of the town, feated in the public Palaver 
Place, and on enquiry, a White may be -informed of the nature of 
the offence which is brought before them. 

Donat you think, that there is a peculiar mode of trial in the 
cafe of what is called" Witchcraft ?" 

I lhould willy think not, from what I have feen. 

Have you not known many inftances of t.rials for various other 
offences, during your refidence in that country '? 

No doubt I have-I have had people, convicted of faults before 
the Blacks tribunal, brought into T antum Fort, and, at the requi­
fition of the perfons who brought them in~ they were detained un-. 
·til the Palaver was fettled -in fome way or other. 

What do YOll apprehend is the tot-al number of delinquents ex­
ported from that eoafl:? 
. It is impoffible for me to fay. 

Have you not heard it ftated, however erroneoufly, that trials 
for Witchcraft are often conducted in a different manner _fro m 
-other trials? 

I have, no doubt, and that very recently; but I believe it was from 
people who have ,no:t feen the c ircumfl:ance~ I have related, with 
refpeCt to the death of Awifhee, at Tantum. 

Is the circumftance of Awifhee's cafe the only ground of your 
'Opinion refpeCting the mode of tri al for Witchcraft? 

That, and the univerfal voice of the people charging a whole 
family of note and diftinCtion with Witchcraft, and felling a Pynim 
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who had been the principal, are ~he reafons which induced me ·.to 
believe as I have defcribed. 

\Vhether the rank-and confequence of the conviC1:, in this in­
france, might not have been the occaGon of his having had a pub­
lic trial, though flOt always had in the cafe 'of perfons of inferior 
condition? 

I !bould apprehend not, Awilheebeing inferior-he was a 
trader, but a man of no great note-not egual in .rank to Coquanza 
the Pynim, who was fold for the offence . 

. Is not the whole family of a perfon, conviC1:di for 'Vitchcraft, 
[old? 

In general, I believe, they are-=-but in this infiance they were 
not ;-the Tantum people contented themfelves with felling the old 
Pynim, and driving the refr of his family fmm amonzfi them, out 
of the town. 

What .is done with the price for which the family is [old, OR 

·occafion of thefe common conviC1:ions for Witchcraft? 
In general, the price is applied to the injured family, fubject 

however to fame expellces on account of the trial.-I know this to 
be the cafe in this infrance, and I belie.ve it to be fo in general. 

Is it the cafe in convifrionsior other offences r 
I believe it is-I know it is i~ regard to theft. 

Are flight thefts punilhed with the 10fs of liberty? 
Among the Blacks I belie¥,e it is in fame degree cufromary for 

them to r.equire melre in point of value than what is taken; but 
in regard to the theft of gold, and fame other articles, the perfon 
committing the theft is fold.-In other cafes they may be fatisfied 
with a compenfation-as for ftealing of brandy, and fuch things. 

What is the general temper and difpoGtion of the natives of 
that country? . 

From what I have feen of them, I lhould judge them to be 
a 'very quarrelfome, t.urbulent, and ungrateful people-forgetful. 
~f obligation, be it of ever fo great benefit to themfelves or fami­
lies. 

If a {hip were on the point of departure from the Coafi, and the 
Black Broker were to bring off one or more Slaves, offering them 
for fale, would the Captain, if he had fufUcient goods left to buy 
them, r.efufe to make the pun:hafe ? 

He 
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'Hecertairily would not-but I fpeakprior to the prefent re­
'firictions. 

Would the Captain have alked any qaeftions of fuch Broker, re ... 
fpeCling the mode in which he acquired ftlch Slaves? 

That is a queftion which is never alked; becaufe the native 
himfelf is well aware, if he comes by a Slave illegally, he is liable 
to be feverely punilhed-he himfe1f and his wh,ole family would 
be fold for Slaves for fuch an offence. 

Why are the'Free natives called Gold-takers? 
It is another 'name for trading men-.:however they do take 

gold, and are employed in the purchafe of every Slave that is 
brought on board-they, therefore, fpeaking the language, in ge­
neral, ivhich is fpoken even by Slaves themfelves, after they have 
been a little time among the Fantees, would certainly learn from 
thofe Slaves if they had been captured or kidnapped by the per­
fons who brought l:hem for fale, 

Are Slaves ever redeemed out of the !hips? 
They are frequently-provided their offences are n0t fo great as 

to render it inadmiffible or improper. 

By what means are they redeemed? 
By being replaced with another Slav~ 

At whofe requeft are they redeemed-at their own) or at that 
I()f their families? 

At the requeft of their family, who are interefted in their be­
half-this moft commonly takes place, however, in the cafe of 
Adultery, .provided it is not a great man's wife with whom the 
>offender has been conneered. 

Is any crime, excepting Witchcraft, in the principal, punilhed 
'With death? 

In general, I fuould fuppofe none-in fome particular cafes, 
where a domefric Slave has rendered himfelf obnoxious to the rell: 
~f his fraternity, he may be put to death, as in the particular cafe 
which I have adverted to, of the Slave taken out of Cape Coafl: 
Caftle. 

Are dome'fi:ic Slaves fold from one family to anothe.-, among the 
. natives, unlefs for crimes? 

It is not a cuftomary praClice-they muft be guilty of {orne of­
fence, and that rather capital than otherwife. 
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In what manner are the domefiic Slaves, ufually treated, in the 
families to which they belong? 

Not conceiving themfelves altogether in the fiate of t1avery. 
but rather as the attendants on the great men whom they ferve, 
they lead an indoJent life, and are generally employed in making 
Cufrom, that is, performing funeral ceremonies for the dead; or 
in diver[ions, or in gaming. 

Dc> you apprehend that the practice I of offering human {acri­
fices has at all diminifhed, out of the reach of the guns of the 
Fort? 

No, I apprehend that they practiCe the fame cufiom. in that re­
fpect, as they did a century 'pafi. 

You are defired to fay, whether you apprehend that the practice 
-of making human facrifices has at all diminiihed in extent, among 
,thofe 'natives who have frequent inter.courfe with Europeans, but 
-who live out of the actual reach of the guns of the Fort? 

Not any difference at all-there are full as many human facri­
fices, at fome difiance from a Fort, as there ever were. 

'Donot the natives of the Gold eoafr, whether Freemen or do­
-:rnefiic Slaves, confider it as a heavy punifhment to b~ fold to the 
Europeans? -

Domeftic Slaves, no doubt, conceive it fuch-particularly [.JCh 
as have been refldent near the Forts, and in the habit of coming 
backward and forward to them; but for Slaves that are brought 
DO\Vn from the interior parts of the country, I am confident, from 
their own afiertions, as well as by their gener.!l appearance, that 

, they rejoice, and do not lament, in the change of maA:ers.-I have 
feen them in a fiate in which none, but he who knew a Sbve per­
Jectly, would have ventured to have bought them-they are in ge­
neral very poor in Belli, with great eruptions all over their ikin, 
very fcrophulou-.s, and have frequently, when fold to us, very bad 
ulcers- In this fiate we purchafe them.-VVhen we fell them again 
to the Captain, they are fleek and fat frequently, and in much bet­
"ter health than when Wf' receive them-this I fpeak of in general: 
in other cafes they are fold to us in better health. - I have bought 
many of them in the defcription I have given of them- I have 
feen them alfo very low and dejected" when brought into the Fort 
to be fold to us, and I have feen the ['1me Slaves very chearful 
half an hour after they have been bought, and I have b :en entreat~ 
ed by feveral of them to buy them.-I lliould fuppofe Freemen, 
coming under the defcription of being fold as Slaves for crimes, 
being fenfible .that they have deferved it, may lament and be 
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forry for their fituation-The Freemen do certainly confider this 
as a heavy puni{llment, but, confcious that they have deferved it, 
they feldom or never complained, becaufe they well know, that if 
their crimes are atrocious, that inftead of being fold they might' 
have been put to death. 

Have you not ftated, that perfons gu-ilty of very fmall thefts 
are generally fold for Slaves? 

I have faid, that in fome cafes, if the crime is not of great 
magnitude, the offence may be compromiIed, but in the cafe of 
Theft, Adultery, and Witchcraft, they are very feldom compromifed 
-they never ar:e. 

IfTtieft, Adultery, and Witchcraft, are not compromifed, what 
are the defcription of crimes which are? 

The petty offences I fpeak of, are wha.t I have mentioned be­
fore, ftealing of brandy, or a fingle cloth, or any trivial offence 
of that fort-going into his houfe, making a riot, taking an ear 
of corn, ftealing his brafs pan, or any thing of that fort. 

Have you never heard, that,ou the Gold Coaft, the fmalle1l: thefts 
are punilhed with !lavery? 

I know to the contrary. 

Have you never heard that a man who lhould fteal an ear of 
corn would be fold for a Slave? 

Such things I believe do exift, and -have been-but I know 
.other inftances, particularly one, of a man who 1l:ole that precife 
article-he was taken, and a Slave demanded of his mafter for 
him; but the affair was compromifed for an ounce of gold and fome 
.liquor. 

Do you apprehend that the man who lhould have been .condemn­
ed to flavery for having frolen an ear of corn, would be fatisfied 
with the juftice of his fentence ? 

No doubt he would-becaufe he knows the laws of the Blacks 
are to that effect, if the perf on from whom he has ftolen chufes • 
to be fevere; for it lies intirely in his breaO:. 

Are not the Slaves in fome manner confined, when taken from 
the ill0re, on board the lhips ? 

It depends upon what nations they areof.-Duncoes are never put 
in irons-they fupply a great number of the Slaves.-The Fantees 
are always put in irons-the Alhantees and other nations as it may 
be necdfary, and according to the offence they have committed. 
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Do you know whether the Slaves, when taken on board the vel­

fels, are not kept in irons during their fray on the Coafr? 
I believe in general they are; although, on board the {hips I have 

'occalionally been in, 1 have feen many of them out of irons.-The 
women and hoys are never in irons. 

Is it a common thing fOf the men to be out of irons? 
It is by no means a common thing. ' 

Is it not uf'ual to have a netting round the gunnel of the ilave 
f11i ps ? 

In the two {hips that I went off in, and in many others I have 
been on board previous to their failing, after the ca~go is complete, 
I never faw any netting above the railing. 

Is it not ufual to have fuch netting? 
1 t depends on th~ manner the {hips are built.---:If the rails are 

h igh, there is no occaiiQIJ for it; - and I believe, wher~, in any 
particular cafe, they are made ufe of, it is to prevent the Slaves, 

-from any accident, falling overboard, and perhaps to cut off 
all communication between the Slaves and the Annamaboe trader, 
w ho, for the purpofc of re-felling them, might excite them to_cut 
off the vellel. 

Can you {peaLto the proportion which the Slaves of the Fan­
tee nations, which are fo ld off the eoaft, bear to all the others-? 

I really cannot- it would be a .very difficu.lt thing, even to 
. guefs at. 

If the Slaves from the int~rior country~ which are the largeft 
.proportion, appear glad to exchail:ge their black mafters for white 
, ones, for what pupofe are they confined in irons? 

Certainly, for . the purpofe of keeping them from any connec­
. tion with people living under or dependent on the Forts, who an: 
very great rogues, and might excite them to run away- in other 
refpects they are never locked up, but are allowed to amufe 

• themfelvcs in any way they pleafe about the Fort, except at 
.night. 

On board the {hips, why 2re they kept,in irons? 
. For the better fecurity of them, left they {hould De induced, 

from a communication with the canoe men, and ftragglers of va­
r ious defcriptions, to cut off the {hip or jump overboard, which 
th~y would never have_tho~ght of-themfelves . 

.When 
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When the war prevented the demand for Slaves 00 the Coatr .. 

was there any increaled demand for the produCtion of the COU·Ll­

try? 
There was always a demand for more Slaves than could be fur­

nilhed, in my remembrance of the Coaft-if that was not the: 
cafe, the lhipping would not be under the neceffity ·of. bring ... 
ing out with them a confiderable quantity of provifion fOJ: the 

. middle paffage. 

Was there any increafed demand at that time, for the produc­
tion of the country, during .the wat;, when there were fewer Slave 
{hips? 

I cannot fay there was any increaled demand, unlefs it might 
be by [orne of His Majefty's {hips -that came there, which might 
increale the demand in fome degree. 

During the whole time of the war, when there were very few 
-Slave {hips on the Coaft, was there, during that period, a greater 
demand for the production of the country - than during other 
years, when the Slave trade was carried on to its greateft ex-
tent? , 

I really am not competent to anlwer that queftion-At fome 
particular times there was, when 220 and odd troops were fed 
wholly on corn and fi{h, and al[o when 1,000 or I, ')00 Blacks" 
engaged on our fide againft the Dutch, were maintained by us with 
this article of Corn. 

Do YOIl recolleCt for how long a period this extraordinary ck­
'wand cantin ued ? 

For two or three months, I [uppofe, and afterwards; for ,the con­
fumption of that corn might laft Ionger.- l never knew corn very 
plenty-010re plenty than could be made ufe.o£; nor have rever 
bought any fGr Ids than twenty-five lhillings (fometimes thirty .. 
five ihillings) for 55 gallons, which is thought a great pri'ce. 

Do you recall eel: howJong the Slave trade fuffered interruption 
by the war? 

I can't fay it fuffered at all by the war, at Tantl1m. I pur .. 
_chafed more flaves during the war than I haTe ever done lince. 

Have you been ever far up any of the rivers on the Gold Coaft? 
I know of 1)0 rivers on the Gold Coaft that go into the interior 

parts of the country. There is a large river called Elmina River, 
and another called Sh~mar River; but I believe when you go any 

. diftance, a couple of miles, ,it will be found to be a narrow gut 
of 
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of water-not a navigable river by any means ;-and even thefe 
rivers are not without .danger-the river Elmina has a ba·r fome­
times impaffable. 

When you fay not navigable., do you mean not navigable for 
-canoes"? 

I mean not even navigable for a three-haRd canoe at any diftance. 

Was you ever any difrance up thofe rivers, or on the banks, or 
from what information do you make that affertion '? 

I have feen ·the river Elmina dry twenty yards from the d raw­
btidge. 

How are the natives from the interior'country paid for the Slaves 
'and Ivory they bring down from thence? . 

In various articles.-In cloth-in liquor-guns- powder-gold 
-brafs pans-and pewter .- Of pewter and brafs tEey are exceed­
ingly fond, and will take a verr large proportion. ' 

Do they not alfo receive bar Ir.on, Qr manufaCtured, in pay­
ment? 

I have feldom known a trader t.ake more than oae iron bar, and 
lately ,I have known them to reject it altogether. For -thefe laft two 

.. years, it -has not been in ·,very gre{lt demand from Cape Coaft to 
Tantym, aIld, as a proof of this, it has been cufromary to pay iron 
'for provifions, wherever we could prevail on the Blacks .to take it. 

In what manner are the commodities you have fpecified, which 
,the natives take in exchange for Slaves, conveyed up the country? 

Upon people's heads, made up in {mall bundles. 

Why do the Go\'ernors of the Forts endeavour ·to prevent hu­
man facrifices ? 

Becaufe, poffeffing ·thefeeling Qf men, they cannot but con­
demn fuch practices. 

Do the Europeans frequently refufe to 'buy Slaves on account 
. cf fmall defects' ? 

The lofs of a tooth would make a Slave objefrionable, as a prime 
Slave, but he would not be refufed for that defeCt ;-and alfo a 
blemiili in his eye, tho' he might not be blind;. the )ols of a toe 
or finger, tho' he might not be lame, . and have the ufe of his hand, 
;would prevent his being a prime Slave ; but he would not be re­
J ufed for any of thofe defects, altho' the price would not be the 
,fame given for h1m as if he was a prime Slave. 

Then 
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Then it does. not frequently happen that Europeans will rpfufe 
to huy one Slave in a lot of feveral, on account of fmall defe-Cl:s, 
fuch as the lofs of a tooth, or a fpeck in his eye, if he be other­
wife {hong and fit for labour? 

No-I think not. 

Can you fay, that the number of Negroes in the Weft India 
,iJlands would cert;;tinly decrea[e annually, if they had not frelh 
fupplies? 

I {hould conceive they would decreafe as well from age as mor­
tality. 

Did you not fay, that Negroes, when taken on board {hip on the 
Coall:, are frequently fettered and handcuffed, on their tranlit 
from the {hore to the {hip? 

They have fometimes an ir'Jn on their legs, or, if they have not 
that, they have a log on their hands, to prevent them running 
away; from which however they are releafed, as foon as they are 
purchafed, provided they are not Fantees, of infamous characters ~ 
becaufe there are fometimes [orne waterfide people fold of this de­
fcription, whom it is necelfary to fecure in this manner, I con­
ceive, for the prefervation of the rell:. 

Are other fetters put on when they come on board? 
In general they are. 

What is the nature of the aIlillifements of the Negroes on board 
the {hip? 

I believe I have mentioned before particularly what thofe amufe­
ments are. 

What did you mean by the words, .. that fituation," when 
you faid, that Negroes not well fed on board {hip, "in that 6-
H tuation," pine away and die? 

I meant their fiate of fiavery-having none to feed them but 
the Captain. 

Did you ever hear or know of Africa trading lhips carrying off 
Free Negroes againll: their inclination? 

I never heard of any fuch a thing in my Iife- I however do know, 
that fome time ago a man by the name of Griffiths did, from St. 
Anc:lrews or f<)me part to Windward, take off two people, which 
were intrull:ed to hIS care, whom he never brough t again to their 
i'lace of rt'fidence when he returned-he reported to the Blacks, 
however .. that eith.er one or both had died of the [mall-pox; but 
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:,they not being fatisfied with this anfwer, abfci1utely ' pu't GrIffiths 
,to death-I alfo know, that, on account of thefe two men not be­
ing -produced, and Griffiths having avery bad character, the a&: 
was feverely reprobated by the Governor and Council, and refi­
clents on the Coaft, who wrote home about it.-This is the only 
inftance I ever heard of. 

'In what -year,lince 1780, have you relided at Cape 'Coaft? 
In 1781, 1782, part of 1785, and from July 1787 to 30th J:I.­

' l1uary ) 789. 

In what manner are the Negroes compelled to {hew that they 
'have 'no defects in their legs and arms, .when they are purchafed ? 

'f 'know of 'none, but itamping their -f-oot boldly on the ground 
and fhetchi,ng out their arms. , -

, Are they not examined as a horfe is in this country? 
I certainly {hould look to a Negro's eyes, to fee whether he 

' was blind, as I iliou-Id to a harfe in this country, if I was abollt 
to purchafe him, and alia to his limbs .- The blacks are very cun­
ning, and commit various frauds in their trade with the Euro­
peans-for inftance, I have known a man brought in for fale, on 
a very we~ day, when he with propriety might be conceived to 
have travelled a great way, and part of hi-s leg-s and feet covered 
with mud-this was done to hide the leprofy, which had made 
the bottoms of 'his legs and feet perfectly white-the Slave was 
actordingly purchafed; but when he came to wafh himfelf, the 
next morning, and appear before the Chief, this great defea, 
which rendered 'him unfaleable, made its appearance.-So that it 
is nece{fary to examine when we purchafe. 

Are you acquainted with me Gold Mines, which a're {aid to be 
dn the Gold Coaft --? 

1 am not-I know of no fuch -mines :-that ,there are {orne 1 
-am certain, -in the interior part of th~ cou-ntry-as we receive 
gold-but I know of none. 

Have not you heard that :gold IS procured 11'1 tW0 different 
modes, in Africa? 
. 'Yes-by wailiing, and digging. 

Is not the gold procured by digging, procured, according t-o­
t he beft information, by great labour-does it lie deep, or nea('-
the furface ? . 

. From -theeftimation ;n which gold- is held by the natives, I 
ihould 
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fb.ould fuppofe that they did not make ufe of great labour of 
obtain it-otherwife, I {bould apprehend, there would be larger 
.quantities of it. 

Do not you think then that it would rife in its value ,in pro­
'portion as the labour to , obtaia it was greater rather than 
Ids? 

From what I have gathered from the Blacks on this queil:ion, 
i have learnt that there are but very few, and thefe are people of 
a very particular defcription, and in particular places only, wh6 
are allowed to dig for gold-I have heard of a man near Cape 
Coail: Ca{Ue, or withiFl ,( 00 yards of it, for only making an at­
tempt of the f@rt, put to death-on a place called the Devil'$ 
Hill. 

Are the Gold Mine~ wrought by other infuuments. made by thl't 
natives, than by the iron inil:rurnents you mentioned fame time 
~o? " 

I do not know with what in{truments they dig for gold-but I 
know that the Bills and Hoes made by the natives, which, as I 
{aid before, are very coarfe, a-re applied folely to the culture of the 
land. 

In what {tate does the gold appear when it is offered to the 
Europeans in barter-is it in a pure and perfect il:ate! 

I have already obferved, that the Blacks not being the moft ho­
neil: people in the world, they feek frequently to deceive us­
hence it is, that they bring the gold frequently mixed with fil­
ings of braes pans and dirt or fand-our Gold-takers therefore are 
employed in Jif4:ing and cleanfing this gold, fome of which i£ 
larger-fome duft-after which it is marketable, and looks pure 
il-Bd clean. 

Do yQU not conceive that much {kill and ingentJity is requi"ed 
to feparate the gold from the foreign (ubfl:ance5 that may adhere to 
it in the mine-and do yQU not conceive that the Negro has 
knowledge fufficient to effect that, where he has no intent of fraud ?, 

I do not cOHceive there is any ingenuity neceffary to feparate the 
gold from the foreign fu~fl:ances, as they wafh for the fmaller ana 
dig for the htrger.-I kROW of nothing that adheres or flicks to it 
but dirt, which is very eaGIy taken away.-With regard to the 
intent of the Blacks to defraud, I am fully qualified to fay they 
take every mea[ure to do fo; and, as a very ftrong inftance that they 
,do fo, there is .at th.is moment in Appolonia Fort, in three caniC­
.ters, upwards of 300 ounces of gold-of bra[s taken for gold-

whick 
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which was pafTe d to a Captain of the name of Merigan. in, the 
way of trade.-T his was not act:u8.11y paid bim by one man, but 
by many differenr traders. When the man brought down the gold 
to Cape Coafr, ami was made acquainted that it was brafs, and 
dearly proved i t was fo, be delivered It, I believe, to the Gover­
nor, that it mignt be returned to Appolonia, where it now is.-
T he Captain fickened and died at the di[appointment. . 

Have you not heard, that though it be eafy to feparate the gold 
wailied down by the torrents from fore ign matter, yet it is very 
difficult to difengage gold from fuch matter when it is dug out of 
mines; and that the pr'>cefs neceifary in the gold mines is fuch as 
to exceed the ingenuity and ikill ufually afcribed to the natives? 

Indeed I ihould be at a lo[s to know of whom to demand fuch 
inform~tion-fbr--l believe the Blacks themf.7lves w.ould not tell any 
European any thing at all:-about it. 

How high are thofe nettings, you have mentioned, round the 
ihip? 

I cahnot fay how high they are-I never made any accurate ob­
fervation upon it, going on board only occafionaUy to fee the 
Slaves. 

How many Slaves, on an average, are 'brought to the Coaft, fo.r 
{ale to Europeans, in a plentiful market, in the ,<:ourfe of the year .. 
on the Gold Coafr? 

It would be impoffible to anfwer to that quefl:ion without a re­
ference to the books, and taking the numbers from thence.­
Thore brought by the Forts bear a fmall ,proportion to the whole 
number-it is impoffible for me to fay what thp.t number is. ' 

If you cannot fpeak .pofitively to this point, can you give a rough 
" efiimate or general idea of the n umber? 

I would not venture a riil.;, of mi{informing the Committee. 

What are the defects which induced Britiih Merchants to refufe 
the Slaves offered to them by the Black Broker.? 

The BJacKs are fubjeCl: in particular to one diforder., which ren­
c!ers them unfaleable, becaufe it is incurable-this is £requent to 
the Blacks-it is a rupture-the lofs of an hand-of the total 10fs 
of an eye-old age-thefe might make them objeCtionable-but 
-where there have been four or five of a family fold for any offenc~. 
~nd one of the foregoing dercription among them, I have known 
,the trader, rather tr,an feparate him from his famqy, buy him. . ' 

Whethe.r 
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Whether many perfons, fo difeaied and defectiv~, are brought for 
fale? . 

I cannot fay that there are a great many-there are fometimes 
fome-I have known two or three of that defcription in the cOUl·fe 
of the year. 

When they are brought for [ale, are they generally rejected by 
the trader? 

By the European trader they no doubt are, unlefs fomething is 
taken off from their price, fo as no to make them as high in price 
as prime Slaves; but in cafe of ruptures they a.re never purchafed, 
at leail: if the defect be known. 

W .hence comes it, that, being convinced that Slaves fa rejected 
will be murdered by the Black Brokers, the B6tiili traders fuffer 
{o many to return to certain death, rather than make an rndifferent 
purchafe? 

It is not in the power of the White trader to prevent what a 
Blac,k man privately does with his SIave.-I have been fix months 
myfelf, without feeing the face of an European, amongO: 17 or 
18,000 Blacks-the town ofTantum containing that number ;­
had they been difpofed to put any man to death within the reach of 
my guns, and I had known it, I !hould moil: alfuredly, after fend­
ing them notice of my intention, have fired among them; but if 
they chofe to go out at a greater di(hnce, I could not, as an indivi­
dual, life force amongO: hundreds or thoufands.-I would beg 
leave to add alfo, that I could not, even in the caufe of humanity, 
purchafe what would be by me 'unfaleable, and by fuch repeated 
purchafes make myfelf a beggar. 

You faid that the people of Accra, when they wanted Corn, 
were {upplied from Cape Coaft-in what manner was the Corn 
conveyed from Cape CoaO: to Accra? 

In {mall canoes.-I faid not only from Cape CoaO:, but from all 
down the Coail:, which is a Corn country, and all carried in ca­
noes. 

Is it fetched by thofe who want it, or carried by thofe who want 
t o fell it? 

It is oftener folicited by the perrons who are in want of it­
they in general fend their canoes-but I have known the cafe con­
trarywife. 
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How is it carried, when conveyed by land from one country to 
another? 

In iiuaIl balkets, upon Negroes heads. 

Is not war among the natives injurious to the trade? 
No dou bt of i t-i t ftops all kind of trade whateve r-it ftops all 

the paths, and prevents every thing from coming down-Ivory 
as well as Slaves. 

Does the Englifh trader endeavour to promote peace, or war, 
among the natives? 

We endeavour as much as lies in our power, and at a very great 
expence to us individually, and for which we receive no com pen­
fation from the Company, and pay large fums, to a confiderable 
amount, in order to make up any breach among the natives; for 
war is always produttive of this difagreeable circumftance-a total 
ftagnation and ftoppage of trade ;-an~ the rea[on is obvious-the I 

traders are afraid to pafs through the villages where there is war. 

Have you known any quantities of Cotton or Indigo exported 
from the Gold Coaft ? ' 

I never knew a pound of either. 

Have we any command or influence over -the natives, to make 
them grow any particular articles, or to al tel' their cuftoms ? 

Not any in the world-\Ve have no kind of contraul or com­
mand over them, and they are fo fenfible of this, that they often­
times behave with a b"eat deal of audacity-even to the Chiefs 
themfelves-I mean the European Chiefs. , 

Are there more males, or females, exported from the Gold 
Coaft? 

I believe five to one, males to females. 

It has been [aid, that the European traders could procure more 
females if they chofe it-is that true? 

It is certainly mifrepre[ented..,...it is not true :,-the reafon is ob­
vious- whenever a nation, like the Africans, are allowed a plurJlity 
of wives, and they u[e this privilege to a great extent, it is impof­
iible tbat the women for exportation ~an be fa numerous as the 
men. 

Do you think that their affettion for their families are [0 ftrong 
in the Africans as in the Europeans? 

By 
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By no means-I do not apprenend they have ' any {uch fine 

feelings-if they had, they would not treat them in the manner 
they do-a Black woman would think very little of pouring a 
{poonful of brandy into a .child's mouth of two or three months 
old, at the breaft-in {hort, they {eem to have very little affection 
for their chiIdren-I take this to .be owing to polygamy. 

It has been {aid, th~t wars are frequently ftirred up for the fake 
of brandy from the 'Europeans-do Yol:1 know, or have you heard~ 

:of any {uch practice.;? 
I have already faid it is the intereA:of the Europeans to keep 

,the natives .in profQuqd peace; and I do know that Governor 
,Miles, in particulru:, has expended fome confiderable fums of money 
for that very purpofe. -

Do the natives on the Ccafi: appear to increa[«-, or decreafe, in 
population? 
. They rather feern ta increafe. 

Does not that prov.e as great a degree of natural affe&ion there 
, asin~ther ,parts of the w'orld? 

I . uld conceive not, by any means-becaufe the Black man, 
havin a plurality of wives. may have .children by them all; he 
<:annot therefore be fuppofed to have fo real an affection fur them. 
:having them by {everal women, as .if they .were all children of one 
woman. 

Do you not know .that it is a doubtful poin~, whe.ther polyga .. .­
my tends to increafe, or' decreafe, population? 

As far as Ihave'Jeen, there is no doubt of it-.it ,cer,tainly .tends 
to increafe-I know a man of Tantum, who has five wives, and 
twenty-five or twenty..,fix .children" and Jet he ,is a young 
man. 

Do you not know that the Dutch have a fettlement on the 
Gold Coail:, where they have a confiderable trade for Gold and 
Ivory, ,but very little trade in Slaves? 

I do not know the fettlement alluded to, unle[s it is Accra .; 
but even there, though not e.qual in point of numbers to Anna­
.maboe and Tantum, there are many Slaves bought and fold . 

Do you think, that if, by any circumil:ance, the demand for 
;Slaves on the Coa{l: were lelfened, the fame number as at prefent 
,would be brou$ht down from the interior country? 

3K No 
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, No doubt, if there was no market for them; they would ·not, 
:bring ,them down. 

"Whether you do not confider, that the .redemption of one of a 
family from Slavery, when on board a veifel, is a proofof their 
ibeing poifeifed of attachment Ito each other? . 

Not at all-it is oftentimes political for the pedon to redeem 
him,becaufe perhaps the offence he has committed may have (orne 
reference tothe perron who willies to redeem him; and in cafe of 
,his being fent away, the perfon required to redeem him m.ight be 
,inv.olved in a great deal of trouble. ' . 

lAnd then the Counfel an~ Witnefs werc:..directed 
.to withdraw. 

To ,report a Progre[sl .&.c .• 

( 
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' Martis, 16° die Junii 17 89' 

'MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 

Taken before a Committee of the 
Whole Haufe, to whom it was re_ 
ferred to confider of the Slave 
'I rade. 

Witnefs Examined, 

.J OHN FOUNT AIN, Efquire. I 
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.'7ovis, I go die Junii ·1 789" 

!. COMMITTEE bf the Whole Houfe to confider further 

of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade. compl~ined of 

in the fevera1 Petitions which were prefented to the 

HQufe in the 1aft Seffion of Parliament, relative to the 

State of the African Slave Trade. 

:COunfel called in. 

The Counfel for the Petitions from "Liverpo01.preceeded in their 
.Evidence; and called 

Cq.ptain WI L L JAM L,ITTLETO N. 

Have you been at Gambia? 
Yes. 

In what. capacity did you go '? 
.As Mate. 

:In what Year? 
.In 1762. 

How long did ,you continue there'? 
Eleven Years- trading there as ,a Merchant. 

In the courfeofyour trade did you go up the tiver Gambia ? 
Yes • 

. Frequently? 
Yes.- I went about 300 leagues, by eftimation, by water . 

. 3 L "Was 
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Was yO'u acquainted with the Language of the country.? 
Sufficiently fo to do my bufinefs with the natives~ 

Are you acquainted with their manners and cuftoms? 
Tolerably fo- as much .as a .man CQuld be who .refided ,chiefly 

,on board his yeffel. 

Have you made obfervations 'on the form of the Governments 
there.? 

A few obfervations. fuch as I could 'make from the fituation I 
was lin. 

~ 'wliai is the form Of Government tbere, on the banks of the 
Gambia, where you were heft acquainted? ' 

There 'are various forms in the different parts of the river­
.none .of them are hereditary. 

Are they monarchical-have they Kings there'? 
'They have Kings. 

How are the KingseleCl:ed, or 'how do they fucceed? 
" Generally in 1"otalion from one -tribe to another-fO'metimes from 

,one town or diftriCl: to' anO'ther.-They are fO'rlife. 

Is there any .r~gular iJftem ,O'f [uoceffiO'n ,r 
In [orne of the GO'vernments there is. 

Is -the line of Succeffion, the general plan fO'r the Government of 
:the cO'untry, ever hroken? 

.sO'metimes.. 

By what means? 
FrO'm the -capric-ioufnefs of the natives, that the next in fuc­

<ceffion is ,not a proper man to govern. 

Is Slavery knO'wn in that CO'untry as.a general condition.? 
Yes~ ' " 

Do :the .freemen keep many Sl~ves J 
.some dO'. 

How are the Slaves obtained, whicb are {old to the Euro-
'}leans? ' ' ' 

By various inodes-a great prO'Portion of them from the Black 
'traders, who areMahometans, and traverfe the .interior part of the 
·Country to get Slaves. 

Hew 
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'How do thore perfons' fold 'by the Black traders 'become staves 
.<>riginally ? 

Some of them are captives, 'taken ·in war-a large _pro,portio~ 
·of them are conv.icted of crimes, and a fiill greater proportion be­
come fo from famine, which in that part of the world is fre­
-quent from the want ·ef a fufficient quantity of rain. and the im­
:menfe quantities of 10cuIl:s which fpread devafl:ation in that .part 
-.of the world-from various crimes-the crimes are numerous for 
which ' they are fold-I believe this particularly from my own 
.knowledge, and particularly fl10m the infocmation of people of 
·,veracity.. whofe information I could .depend on. 

Have yon had an opportunity of knowing, from your own 
1<.nowledge, that a famine 'has occafioned perfons to become 
Slaves? . 

An inIl:ance happened in my kniowledge, in 1.78.6-a famine 
happened in the fauth-weft part of the entrance of the river 
Gam bi-a, in confequence of t-he failure of the ,rain, and ·the devafia­
<lion of the locufl:s-the natives fubiifted for forne months on 
efculent roots, and whatever the country produced that had 
'I)ourilhment in it, till no more provifions were to he obtained 
in the Country; they were then driven to the dreadful neceffity 
of felJing each other to procure fubiifl:ence~the Mandingoes 
purchafed them from the Phroops, who inhabit that part ,of Africa 
between Cape Saint ·, Mary's and Cape Roxe>. about the latitude 
of 12° 20'.-The Mandingoes bought them for Corn and Euro­
pean goods, and fold them to the White traders on the river, 
through which means -a large proportion came it;lto my poffeffion 
~that is one in fiance in my.own knowledge. but I have been 
·told by the Mahometans that traverfe the interiGr parts of Africa, 
t hat the circumftance of famine frequently occurs in various 
parts of Africa~ which drives them femetimes to the neceffity of 
iubfifting On each other, fometimes by killing and eating them~ 
and often by felling them. 

Do the locufts often maKe dreadful havock of the aops ? 
They do-but it is generally partial-often confined within 

,the fpot of forty or fifty miles. 

What is ~he effect of the Locu1ts fettIing ..in any DifiriCl: ? 
They generally deftroy all the Corn and He; bage. 

Is there a blade or leaf left after them? 
Sometim!!s ve~y little-on .the Corn .particularly. • 

Yoo 
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'Y otl [aid that fome of the Slaves become fo by common C-rimes;; 

'what are the Crimes? 
Adultery, tlleft, imputation of Witchcraft, and various other 

,Crim€s, for which they are amenable to the laws of their ,country ... 

Are they regularly tried for ,thefe Crimes? 
'Yes. 

~By whom? 
By the leading men of the country, and have generally an im.­

;partial trial-they are ,feldom without their friends and advocate,s 
,iIi tho[ecafes. 

In what manner are theypunifhed when convicted? 
Adultery ispuniihed with the Jofs of life, or the liberty of 

-the ,offender-if he efcapes, fomeof the family are fei-zed and de­
. tained till the offenderis taken-if he has no property or Slaves 
. to · redeem himfelf, a-nd his friends do not affift him with any, 
he is [old-andfometimes the White people are enjoined by the 

.perfohs · whofell ·ti-lern, who are generally the parties injured, 
·not to fuffer .them to be redeemed on any terms- people for 
Witchcraft are a1fo fold~they undergo a trial, and onconvictiol1 
are fold--:after being feverely tortured fometimes- even to the 

Jofs oL~heir lives~The punilhment for theft, (if it is a confider­
,able theft) is ;the 10fs of liberty-fometimes thei are fined, and 
;if n(')t .ableto,pay 'the :fine, they are fold. . 

Y 0\:1. mentiond, that for adultery they might .fometimes ran­
:fom themfelves; how. could. they ranfom themfelves? . 

They raniom themf~lveswith Slaves . . 

Who has the benefit. oLthe conviCtion .of thQfe crimes." ? 
:"'The.injured party. 

In ~hat manner is the trial for -Witchcraft c~ndLlcted . , 
I have' never been . prefent~but from what J have le'arJiit from 

·the natives, ' the principal people afe al1embled, where they 
ufually. trllnfatttheir bufinefs, under a large tree, . caUed , the Pal a­

ever Tree- ;l {bould have mentioned, that fometimespreviouily to 
their trial, ihey ate dragged into the Woods, and whipped to 

, that d~gree, that in order to g(:t quit of the , punilhment for the 
. time, they have acknowledged themfelves guilty of the Witch­

<, craft of which they have been accu[ed, and they are often ' con­
,dem,ned ~y,1;},eir c9nfe$.on .made .under ,tortur(j, though they were 

- . innocent 
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i n'nocent-fometimts they endeavour to prove their innocence, 
by undergoing a kind of ordeal by fire, or .·by water, which . is 
an infufion of a root which they drink on thofe Dccauons. 

In what manner is the ordeal by fire conduCted'.? 
The accufed perf on is generally placed on a weoden mortar, or 

fomething to raife him above the reil: of the people, a hot iron is 
applied to any part of the body that the perfon who applies it 
think-s proper-if he bears it with fortitude, fo as not to appear 
to fuffer greatly, he is generally deemed innocent, if otherwife. 
he is put in irons, and fold, and not unfreqllently plit to death. 

What is the ordeal by water! 
The offender is elevated in 'a umilar manner, and the wa ter is 

adminidered to him-Red Water-a root or ,hark of a tree of a 
malignant nature is infufed in it-fometimes he dies und~r the 
operation-if he futvives he ,is acquitted, , but he fefdom fur­
vives it long. 

You f-aid that fome part of the Slaves are prifoners taken in 
war-are they ·numerous ? 

Very few ot the prifoners taken in war, in the parts con­
tiguous to the river, are fold to ,the White pe~ple, . Ibeiieve they 
feldom take many prifoners-if they do, they generally fall victims 
to the ferocity of the captors, add a few are ,facri'1lced . to the 
deceafed manes -of the friends of the victorious, party. 

Ate females ever taken prifoners. in war? 
But few I believe~a ' very fmall proportion. 

Are many' females convicted of crimes? 
I have known them fometimes convicted of Witchcraft 'arid 

Adultery. 

·Are thofe fen'llrlt:s, "prifoners of war, 01' convicted of crimes, 
exchanged for other Slaves, Male Slaves? ' 

-FrequentlY ...... Th<>-fe conviCl:ed.-ofWitchcraft are very fe140m ex­
changed • 

• 'Are-tne fema'les ~onvia:ed . of Witchcraft ever redeemed? 
I don't recollect an inftance of jt that oame within my know­

ledge. 

3 !Vr Can 

' .. -~ 



[ 209 ] 

Can the owners of domefiic Slavesdifpofe of thofe Slaves? . 
' They can do it, but very feldom do it, when they have been guilty 

of fome enormous crime; in which cafe they have generally the 
approbation of the ather Slaves to fell them. 

How are the domeftic Slaves tried, when accu[ed ? 
I have been told they are generally tried by the other Slaves. 

Do you know of any wars being carried on for the purpofe of 
obtaining Slaves to fell to the Europeans? . 

] never heard of any carried on for that purpofe.-The wars 
have always originated from their own di«eJ?tiolls. 

Are wars beneficial, or otherwife, to the Slave trade carried on 
by the Europeans? • , 

Wars in the vicinity of the trading ports are always injurious to 
the trade in articles of every kind; and I have been told by the Black 
Merchants, that they have gone 3 or 400 miles to avoid thofe 
countries where wars exi1ted. 

Were there any wars in that country during your refidence 
there? 

Yes-between the nations bordering on the Gambia. 

Do you know of the practice of kidnapping Slaves, or that they 
are taken by fraud or violence, by Blacks or Whites? " 

I never heard that a White man ever kidnapped a Slave; if he 
did, it would put a total end to that man's trading.-I never heard 
of fuch a thing.-I fpeak of the river Gambia only, I don't know 
what is done un the other parts of the Coafi:-I never heard that of 

. any of tpe natives in that part where I reuded and did bulinefs.­
If they made any attempt of that kind, they would be fold them­
felves. 

Have you ever heard of any parties going out armed at night to 
take Slaves? 

Never, but againfi their enemies, with whom they were a,t.opell 
war. 

Do you know any thing 'ofthe King of Barbeffin's territories? 
I don't know any country of that name. , . " 

Have you ever heard of the breaking up, 
to make Slaves? 

Never, butin cafes of open war. 

or furprifing villages. 

Are 
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Are fuch wars frequent? 
Not fo frequent in thofe countries bordering on the Gambia as 

might be expected from the nature of their governments; but in 
the interior parts, wars are perpetually carrying on in one country 
or another. . 

What are the natural productions of the country about the river 
Gambia? 

Cquntry Corn, which is a fpecies of millet, Indian Corn, and 
Rice. 

Are thefe articles produced in fuch quantities as to be a fubjeCt 
of export? . 

Not that I ever heard of. 

Is the fugar cane produced there? 
I never heard of it. 

Is the climate fit for the culture of the Sugar Cane? 
I believe not-on account of the long continuance of dry wea-

ther, from October to the beginning of June. . 

Are there any other articles which might be exported from that 
country? 

None of export but Bees Wax and a little Ivory, and a fmall 
quantity of Gold Dufi, which is not wQrth mentioning. 

How is the Ivory brought down to the Coafi ? 
Generally on the heads of the Slaves who are brought down for 

fale. 

What is the quantity of Ivory which may be fo brought in the 
courfe of a year? 

The quantity varies annually-but I believe feldom above two 
ton.-1 cannot fay pofitively. 

Where does the Wax come from? 
Moil: from the fouth fide of the River Gambia, and chiffty 

about thirty or forty leagues from the entrance-but in fmaller 
quantities two or three hundred leagues up the river-the prin­
cipal part from the Phroops. 

Are the bees that produced that Wax taken care of by the na­
tives, or is the Wax cafually found in the hQneycQmb in the 
woods? 

The-
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The greateft part is ta~en out of hollow trees in the woods-I 
believe there is a fmall 'quantity taken in hives. 

Where are thofe hives? 
Contiguous to their houfes-I never fawabove two or three'-­

the quantity is very fmall. 

Are the hives confined to places near the Sea Coaft? 
What 'I faw were 'near die Sea Coaft-never heard of any .in 

the interior parts of the country. 

'Could the quaritity of Ivory exported be increafed. if the 
Slave Trade was aboliQled ? 

I apprehend the contrary~becaufe what we receive from the 
interior parts of the country is brought fome hundred miles, I 
fuppofe, and is brought from thence becaufe they have Slaves to 
carry it. 

Would.it be worth the while of any traders to bring down 
Ivory only? . 

Not from any confiderable di1hnc~. I apprehend-there are very 
few elephants in the neighbourhood of the trading ports. 

Could the quantity of Bees Wax exported be much in- . 
<reared? 

I do not ~pprehend that it can; becaufe, within lthefe few years, 
the Whites have given a great price for the Wax, and I have not 
learnt that the quantity has increafed in confequence of it. 

Are there any other articles of any fort that might be e~ported 
as articles of commerce? 

'None, fufficient to be worth the attention of any White 
perf on-they raife a little Cotton, and a fmall quantity of In­
digo-not fufficient for their own purpofes-they purchafe our 
manufactures to fuppl y the deficiency. 

Why do not they raife mote Cotton and Indigo? 
, 'They are mituraUyof that indolent difpofition. that ~very at­

'tempt of the White perfons to encourage the cultivatio:, Jf Cot­
'ton and Indigo has proved abortive. 

Do they cultivate the Indigo plant, or does it grow wi_d ? 
What little they raife they cultivate-they do not reduce it to 

'tthe ibte M Indigo wliich 'comes'from other parts. 

What 
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What do they do with it, before they make ufe of it? 
They cut it, and pound it in a wooden mortar, and hang it up 

in the form of [ugar-loaves in their houfes, and then make ufe 
()f it. 

Do they prefs out the juice of it, or make ufe of the leaves? 
They make up the leaves and branches in thofe f9-rms. 

What ufe do they apply it to afterwards 1 
They infufe it in water, or a lye made of allies, and dye. their 

<;loth with it. 

\Vhat fort of doths a,re thofe? 
They are woven in narrow breadths, about five or fix inches itt 

breadth, and then [ewn together for the purpofe of covering 
themfelves • 

. . Is there a conGderable market of thofe cloths in that coun­
try? 

Very few manufaCturers. 

Could thofe cloths be made an. article of commerce? 
By no means-not among the White people. 

- ' 
Have you been [eve-ral voyages from Africa to the Weft Indies. 

and North America? 
I have bren two v,oyages to Carolina, and three or four voyages 

to different iilands in the Weft Indies. 

Can you ftate the number of Slaves you had on board in each 
voyage? • 

I. cannot precifely-the two lail: voyages I can nearly.-In the 
lirft ,voyage to Charles Town, .from the commencem~nt of the 
purchafe in Africa, till the conclufion of the fale in Charles 
Town, I lOll about thirteen (Jut of about .one hundred and forty 
-I look upon that as a very great and uncommon mortality.­
The laft voyage I was detained in the country from the beginning 
-Elf May to the be.ginning of November following-and loft, from 
the beginning of May to the clofe of the fale of the cargo at 
Jamaica, thirty-eight out of two hundred and forty,:,two-my 
fbip has fince made a voyage to Jamaica, and loft only three o~t 
-of two hundred and fixteen.-It was the fame !hip which went 
all the voyages~ihe was regiftered at one hundred aQd thirty-fix 
tons. 

3 N To 
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To what cau[e do you attribute the extraordinary mortality in 
.tne voyage, when you loft 38 ? 

The Slaves confifted of people of various Nations, and fome of 
them were very meagre when I received them on board, owing 
to the great fcarcity of provifions in the country from which they 
came, particularly a number of the Phroops, who had a famine 
in the cQuntry. 

What was the occafion of the extraordinary mortality, on the 
.;voyage, when you loft 13? 

My Ship, was then fillgle decked; and I met with very bad 
weather on coming off the Coaft-in confequence of which many 
of them got fick. 

What in general is the Food provided for the negroes, exported 
from Gambia? 

We. carry from hence fplit and kiln-dried horfe-beans, and a 
large quantity of Bifcuit and Fleur, and in the Country we pur­
chafe all the Grain we can, of the Country Corn, and Rice. 

What is the Food of the Slaves intended for fale, whilft in the 
hands of the Black traders? 

When they can get it, the Country Corn-they never tafte any 
Rice, unlefs they get it by ftealth. 

Do you then mean that they feed on the Indian corn ? 
Not the Indian corn-but Gdinea corn, as it is caned-chiefly 

on Guinea corn, or any thing eIfe their mafters can procure for 
them. 

Could the Ships procure on the Coaft, a fufficient quantity of 
Guinea corn, for the fupply of the Negroes during the voyage? 

Seldom a fumcient quantity of that alone. 

In what manner are the beans you have mentioned drelfed for 
the Negroes, during the palfage? 
. The hufks are all taken off in England~they are boiled. an.d 

we ufually Pl,1t a £ w pieces of 1hip's beef. or faIt lith amongft 
them- after eating them once or twice, they become fond of 
them-fo as to requeft fometimes to have them infiead of their 
own country Food.-

_ In what manner are the Slaves accommodated on board the 
11li p ? 

In 

• 



In the beft manner we poffibly can, to render their fitua:tion" ai 
comfortable as pollible. 

" Give a general account of the arrangement and management of 
them on board the lhip? 

When they are firit brought on board by the Black Merchants, 
they have a chilin round their necks, which they have generally 
worn from the place they have been brought from-when we have 
completed our purchafe of them, we take the chain off their necks, 
and put a pair of lhackles on their legs-which {hackles have 
generally a ring upon them between their legs-through which 
we reeve a chain, by which chain we keep them, to fecure them 
whilft they are on deck-the men are put below, between decks­
they lay cloCe to each other, juit allowing room for a perfon to fiep 
between them-The men are generally in that part of the {hip 
before the main hatchway-the boys, in the main hatchway­
the women, girls, and children are all at liberty abaft, except 
when we put them below at night, and lock them down. 

When are they permitted to come on deck, and for how Ion: 
in the Day? 

As early as we can conveniently get them on deck-every 
morning, when the weather admits of it, and they remain there 
till the Evening, except the weather renders it necelfary to put 
them off the deck. . 

Are there .air ports and gratings to give air between decks? 
There a-re in all Guinea lhips I believe, and fometimes [0 

much air, that they beg to have part of the tarpaulins laid over 
them.- " 

Is not the weather, in croffing the Atlantic generally fair and 
pleafant? 

Generally [0, after we get to the windward of the Cape de Verd 
lfiands-I am [peaking of the Voyage from Gambia.-

Then, after leaving the Cape de Verd Wands? 
We have generally good weather-we fall in with the Trade 

Winds. 

Then, after leaving the Cape de Verd Iaands does it often hap­
pen that the Slaves are prevented by the weather from being on 
tieck every day? 

Very fel~om-fcarce ever-we have "[ometimes heavy [qu?IIs of " 
ralll , 



rain, but of {mall dtlration, when we {prea:d the awnings over 
them.-If the rain continues and the Slaves exprefs a diilike of 
continuing on cleek, we put them below-but it is a general rule 
to keep them all "deck as much as we· can confiftently with pru~ 
dence. . 

Is a partitular attention paid to the c1eanline{s of the £hip be-
tweeen decks ? ' 

That is one of the firft objeCts · we attend to-as foon as the 
Slaves ·are on deck; the White pe@p~e, the [eamen belonging to 
the £hip, and generally fome of the boys, are fent down below to 
[crape and fwab the rooms, and if \¥e find there is occafion to ufe 
a ,~et fwab, we generally air the rooms afterwards with fire pans 
made for that purpo[e, and fumigate them fometimes with vine­
gar-two or three times ·a week we wa£h the rooms with vinegar, 
and fumigate them, by -putting a .red. hot loggerhead into vine­
gar, and confining the fmoke. 

, 
In what manner are the Slaves ufually fed, and at what time of 

the day? · . 
Early in the morning, [oon after day-light, they have fome 

bifcuit diftributed to ev~ry man and woman and perf on on board, 
:Ind a glafs of inferior br~ndy or rum, diluted wi't'h water half and 
half; when theidirft gen~ral meal i,s ready, that is generally [erved 
to them, and they have ,generally more than they can eat-fame 
is left-In the e\'ening again, about Four or Five o'clock, they 
have a fecond meal of another kind of food-we feldom [erve 
them with t;he fame fort pf food twice in the fame day-we 
vary it as · often a'S we ,GlID, . and . gi.ve them .all regularly their 
allowance of water as often as we find it neceffary-this depends 
on the heat of the weather. , . 

Is there then care taken that they {hall be fup'plied daily with a 
fufliciency of food and water? 

It is a principal part of the {hip's company's _employment-_ 
particularly after they get out to fea-of the failors as well as 
dficers. 

Do the officers fee that the failors do their duty in that re­
fped? 

Always-they are enjoined to it, ~s their duty fa to do-the of­
ficers have an intereft in the health of the cargo. 

What is that int~refr ? 
A privilege 
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A privileged Siave'ortwo-it depends on the agreement between 
tbe mafter and officers-the chief mate and furgeon particularly 
are paid on the,grofsaverage of ,the Sla.ves at .the place of fale. -

Is it Rot almoO: the entire bufinefs ef both officers and crew; 
after theihip has left the .co aft. to keep up .the health and fpirits 
of the Slaves? 

It is -their principal employment .in the Middle pa1Tage-the 
fails requiring but Hule attendance-therefore .the failors are 
wholly employed in their attention to ,the Slaves. 

, Do not the Slaves oftener complain ,of cold than .of heat .in the 
Middle pa1fage 1 

They do-ana we fometim~s, when we tbink It too _ cold for 
them. put them ·d0wn below. and even .there they bl':g to hav~ 
part of the tarpaulin laid over them. 

When they are on the deck." do ·they them!dves ever .requeft to 
'go dQwn below? -

Frequently-when 'it blows ~ lreCh-·breeze, and they 'ha.pren to 
be on the lhady fide of the deCk. 

In .cafe of ficknefs.are the Slaves fUJlplied with medicineS:: and 
:taken care of? . . 

They are.-vVe tal<eout medicines for thatpurpofe.. and the 
Surgeon every morning vifits them below. to know if any of them 
have any complaints _; .and frequently adminiil:ers medicines to 
.them below.. as well as upon deck. _ 

When the ihips arrive in the WeO: Indies, how {con :after their 
,arrival, in the {hips you have been in, haa the Sale taken place? 

We .ufually immediately advertife a day Qf Sale, to take place 
four or five days or a week after our arrival, as is moil: convenient.. 
~Some of -the pw:chafers live at a remote .diftiulce ff.lillU .the place 
:of Sale. 

In fome of the voyages, you faid, you went as pa{fenger, in others 
-as Mail:er.-in either of thofe voyages do you know of any means 
being u[ed to repel any diforders a,n.ongft the Slaves before the 
Sale? -

I I!ever heard .of any. 

In all thofe voyages, wer~ th~ Slaves treated with humanity and 
tender~efs ? _ - . 

Always. 
7 3 0 . . Do 
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. I'Jo' you recolleCt what mortality there was amongft the Seamen 
iinhofe ' rdpeCtive voyages?~ 

'I can only fp6ak to ,the,two laiL-In the voyage to Carolina,, ! 
think I loft two out of fixteen or eighteen-in the 1aft voyage, 
which was· to Jamaica, in confequence of my being detained in the 
coun'try, I loft feven in the-river Gambia, and two or three in the­
Middle paffage.-The qew ~ltogetheT, including my(elf, confifted, 
originally of twenty-one -My Surgeon was the nrft perfon who 
d-ied-to his death J :attribute the increafe of the' lo['S of both my 
Se amen and Slaves. 

: 'In ' tileV'0yage( to Carotin;;, c'an,sou n colleCt wh<;ther' it was ux­
,teen or eigh teen? 

Ithink it w~s eighteen, including myfelf? 

. 'In tI1e fBver-ahvpyages which you have mentioned, was the health 
'Of , the Seamen 'attended to? 

As much.as poffibIe-It is Ollr intereft to take care of the Sea-' 
;r.en, the fucce(s of the vopge depending upon it. 

<What time of the day do !hips u[lJally leave the river Gambia? 
)It depends on the time of the tide-when we enter Gambia, 

we have two or three Jllack Ling~iih;, a Black meifenger or 
two, t'o fend to different parts of the co.untry, and fi:x or eight 

'oth~r pe.ople, for the purpo[e of rowirig the 'boats, with a view of 
preferving the health of the Seamen--,We do not fufler a Seaman 
'to go into -a boat if. w,e can avoid it-the Black people attend us 

,-out of the river, and return in the Chip's 10ng boatrwhich is gene~ 
' r,ally left behind, orcin one of their own canoes.-W e ufually ftop 
: a t.ide at the.lafi: port in the ri ver, to fill' up , our water. 

, .. Is the time of the iliiis clepartlJ.re known'to the , people on 
:board, er t'o' the people on (hore'? 

Always to the n,atives. fometime before ' the {hip comes down. 

How is the Climate, on the-parts of the coal!:' where you have 
ke:n? -

In -general noxious to , European con11:itu,tions-I found no dif­
~f~rencein t,be Climate two or· three hundred le~gues u.p t.'1e river, 
-:lJd down at the. entrance of it. 

Are there periodical , Rai;)sand dry weather ,in :that coun­
t:y? 

'There arc. 

? _oes the rainy' feafan ' co~t5nu.e -ma'ny months?? 
-From 
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From'tbe'latter eno of !\fay: o'r beginning of June, till the latt~r: 
end of OCtober-The exaa time of the coming in of the rain, 
nepends upon the change of the Moon in the latter end of.May • . 

Does the dry weather lail: the remainder of the Yea-r? 
It does-there is feldom or ever any Rain from the latter end 

of Oaober, till the latter end of May. 

Is the r~iny feafon prejudicial. to bellth ? 
I believe it is-but I have generally enjoyed my health in time 

,of rain, as well as during the dry feafon.-I avoided expofing 
myfelf to the rains and dews, which we cannot prevail on, our 

.(eamen to do. 

Whether the rainy ,feafon or dry weather i~ moR: prejudicial in 
.general to the health of the Europeans? 

The rain,s a~e moil: prejudicial. .' 

.15 the climate more prejudiCia-l up 't'he'C{>tintry than upon the 
Coail: ? 

I never by upon the Coail:. ' , 
• l ~ • , • 

Do you mean to ·fay, that .the climat'e is as noxious to', the 
feamen in general at the mouth of the Gambia, as three or four 
hundred leagues up the river) 

I have found it exaCtly the [arne. 

:Did the feamen find it "the fame? 
\Ve never carried the feamen up above I4Q leagues, al\ld, there 

we found that they were as healthy as at the mouth of the river 
-The French and [orne of Ollr Engli!h lhipsproceed no further 

'. up than James .F ort and Albadar-we found they met with as 
.much or more mortality than the {hips which have lain. ISO 

leagues up the river. . 

Dd you return to the port of Lonnon in any of the voyages 
you have mentioned? 

Some-once to Liverpool~on c'.! to Bri£l:ol-and .the other times 
. to London . . 

. Upon the arrlval of the !hips in the p<n-t of London, have you 
reafon to know that there are perfons always ready to invite the 
[eamen to make complaints againil: their captain? 

I believe, there are people who make it their bufinefs to go on 
,board every {hip for the purpofe of obtaining litigious cafes, by 
enquiring how the people have been treated by the ma£l:ers and 

mates 

o 



o 

[ 2f9 . ] 

mates",::""lf tbe.people have the leaft ,complaint imaginable., tlYey 
take them . to their houfes, and the people by whom they· are em­
ployed, commence an .aCtion againft the ma{l;er or mate., as the 
cafe may be-I ne-verhad an action commenced againft me. 

Examined by Members 'of +the. Committee. 

In that ·!hip where you defcribed the frowage. of the Slaves. 
",'as it with or wi.thout a platform? 

In the fidlgle deck lhip, we had what we call a platform deck~ 
b.u-t in the other !hip we had nQ pl~tform. 

In that !hip where you faid there was room to 1l:ep bet·ween the 
£laves, was that a platform ihip! 

No., . , 
• 

What quanti.tyof water, per · day, to each man, White and, 
Negro, do you compute [ufficient for a voyage in the Middle 
paffage ? . ,:. . , 

At [ea, including 'alfo what we hQil our provifion in, a gallon 
per Man-we have a !hort paffage from Gambia and have plenty 
()f w,ater, and allow th~m as much as we, think proper-generally 
-three ·or four times-a day. 

Wnat quantity of wood do you ftow in your hold for dreffinz 
the p-rovifions ? 

We never confine ourfelves to any quantity in Gambia-we 
have an op}lortuaity of taking in as much as we chufe. 

You will fpecify in cords what -that quantity lhould be in a 
{hip of zoo ton-s,in a'1Y !hip from the Coaft of Guinea, as near 
as you can? 

I cannot [ay, we never buy it in cords-we [end our Black 
people, whom we hire at our entrance into the river to fupply 

,the {hip with wood-and we generally bring forne of that wood 
heme with us to England. 

Have the Negr~es ever any ~ater in the night? 
They have it if they call for it-they have generally fomething 

,to hold water in amongil: them below, and we pour it through 
the gratings through a funnel. 

. D~ you not imagine it is owing t'o the extreme heat of the 
Negroes fituation, and their being naked, that makes them [0 fuf­
ceptibleof cold when they come on deck? 

PoffibIy 

( 
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, . Poffih1y it inay-we do Mt allow them doaths~w~ C'on1'd not 
keep them clean or pref¢rv~ their h~alth if they had doaths. ~ 

- . 

When they are defirous of going below, is there not a tlear 
fpace be10w"7are nN the t~fr Ql~- deck?, . 
. The apartment at that tnhe IS dear-it IS cleared for the pur-
pofe of cleaning it. . 

-
in the 10[s of feamen did you include the Iefs (rom England 

,to the 'Weft Indies, or during the Middle paffage only? - , 
From England 'to the Weft Indies. 

Is it cuftomary at Liv~rpool and Brifl:ol, as well as London, for 
:people to c0meonhoard the {hips" for the purpofe of encouraging 
,the feamen ~o make complaints againfi: the mafl:er and officers? . 

I cannot fpeak to Briflol or Liverpool., eut to London I have 
been an eye witnefs-I have feen it. . , ' 

Do the woods on the part of the Coafi: with which ' you are 
.converfant .conftft chiefly of [mall underwood or of large timber 
trees? 

More of tim be,r than of underwood-and {ome of the mahogany 
-that grows there, has been brought home for trial, artd has not 
anfwered. -

W ouldthe [oil, if cleared, be .capable 0f being culti vate~ ~i.th 
·;Cotn, Rice, or other Provifions ? . 

In that part of the C0untry where the foil .is ada.fJted for the 
-.cultivation of Corn it would. 

Is the foil generally fit forthe cultivation of Corn,? 
Some leagues., about 30 or 40 up the Riv.er Gambia, the Sail 

. ,is not adapted to the. cultivation of Corn, and produces very 
little. . 

Do Y01l think thllt if the land~ noW <Dvergrown with wood, wall 
'Properly cultivated, it would produce Corn, R.ice, and dther Pro- ' 
vifions .? 

The natives have ende-avolilred to cultivate the parts contiguous 
,to the .lower patts of the river-they cultivate as much as they 
can of' it-it produces fame little corn, but not fufficientto laft ­
-them from [eafon to [cafon-Glf1 which accQ.unt they {end the 
canoes up the river to procure corn ; 

3 P Do 



:Do you thirikthat if this 'land were cultivated by Europeans, as 
~land iI). Europe .is culti.vated., it would be productiv.e ? 

If the cultivation 'was affifted by manure-not eIfe. 

Of what nature is the land of which you fpeak :? 
.Of a'Joofe fandy.foil generally at ,the entrance of theriver-llp 

.the river it is a more loomy foil. 

, ,Do you think that if this :land ,were .cleared, it would 'be .capable 
<of re.ceivihg the ,plot~gh ? . 

I believe it might-if it was-elearedfrom theroots-the .natives 
·do not take up the roots. 

,Can you form any judgment, from what YOll have feen 0f the 
foil, and know of the climate, whether European Corn .could be 
raifed in theplace~ you ~ave mentioned? . 

I do not apprehend it could. 

Why? . 
From the na.turlf of the Soil and the 'Climate. 

Cannot European Oorn ,be raifed .on a loofe fandy Soil? 
. In that part of the world they have rain only fix months in the 

year, and that' only at intervals-the heat of the fun is fo in:tenre~ 
that I apprehend our European Corn could not grow there • 

. : DUring what feafon of the year does the native Corn grow, the • 
Millet, and Turkc::y Co!n? . 

They ufually fow their Corn at the beginning of June, after the 
firft fetting in of the rain-their early Corn they cut in September 
-which is their Indian Corn~their ,greateft Crop is, about the 
latter end of Oaob.er. ' 

. Do the Millet and T~rkey Corn come to perfeCtion in that 
.country :? . 

Their Illdi~n Corn they generally cut before it is ripe-the 
.other Corn comes to perfection. 

Why do they cut ,their Indian Corn before it is ripe? 
Th~y ufually eat it before it is ripe-it is to fupply them in the 

ear~ feafon--':the Crop they depend :on is the October Corn . 

. Do thefe forts Of"Corn ,grow, on the l60fe fandy foil you have 
Ipoken of. . . . . - - . ' 

., 
'. , 

I believe 



[ 22" ] 

I -believe it does-they plant a lhtle of it near the entrance of 
-the river. 

-Do :thenatives employ manure in cul1ivating this Corn ? 
They have little or no manure-they have {e-arce any horfes­

they make faft ttheir ,cows ,on their Corn ground -d uring -the dry 
feafon. -

Have they a good many cows? 
They have~they belong to a particular olars of people-a na­

,tion of ,people called _Phoolas . ' 

How are thefe cows and hmfes fupported ? 
.By driving them about the Country--through the woods. 

What do they eat? 
Grafs-fometimes 1eavesof trees-Jomdimes they give their 

Mrfes Corn. ; 

.Are many fem~le Slaves pure-hared by our traders ,0nthat 
'Coaft ? 

But a fmall proportion, feldom above one-third-we pure-hafe 
all.that 'are fit for market who offer, 

Can yon form any eftim!l<te ,of the grofs -number of fema1e Slaves 
:fo purchafed on that part of the Coafi in a year? 

I cannot-it varies every year-the trade of Gambia is -very 
:much reduced. 

Can you make a groTs eftimateofthe ;geflcral number of Slaves 
:purchared by European traders on that Coaft iIl any given year? 

1 have heard ,eftimate6 made [orne years ago, at ahout 3.000, 
,and I believe it does not now average 1,000. 

According to ;flIe proportion mentioned by YOll, muil: not the 
,number 0f >female S'laves fo purchafed, when the t 0tal nl.lmber 
of-Slaves was 3,,000, ha,ve amounted to I,OO_O? 

1 do not apprehend it ,could-we always £ind female Slaves 
Jcarce, when the Slaves in general are plenty.. 

Then among .1,000 Slaves fo purchafed, how many females do 
you fuppofe there might have been ? 

.Perhaps about one-fourth, as near as I can zueCs . 

lfave 
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Have .you riot {aid; that very few females are taken in 'Wad ' 
.1 believe I have. 

Have you not {aid, thaf few W0men are 'conviCted of Adul­
tery -or Witch€l'aft P 

I have faid,. that .the few women who were .conviCted, were ' 
convicted of Adultery or Witchcraft. 

Is the numherof {uch female con.victs fmall ~ 
Not a great many, I believe. 

Did you not fay, that women fo ' convicted were often ex­
changed far men? 

I believe I faid, except thofe that are accufed of Witchcraft 
-then they aren'ever redeemed. 

Can you give any probable eitimate of the number of women 
convicted of Witchcraft? 

Icannot.,-a great proportion of the women we receive are fold . 
. under that idea. . 

Having faid that the number of conviB:ed w6men is [mall, and 
-that many of them, when convicted, are redeemed or exchanged 
for men, by what means can fo large a number as 750, the fourth 
part of the gro[s number you have mentioned, be procured for the 
market? 

I cannot f~y-(ome of them are brought from the interior 
parts of the country, and wc: are not always acquainted with the 
.crime for which they are fold. 

Are the gratings over the hatchways ,in :the Slave' a1ips alway-s 
kept open? 

Always, when the Slaves are on board. 

Are they 'kept open when it rains? 
Except when the Negroes defire that they may be covered, and 

then a tarpatllin is laid upon [orne booms over the gratings, at 
fome dmance from them-but fometimes I 'have ,known them de­
fire it to be laid on the ,gratings, .to keep them warm. 

Do you mean to fay, that the gratings are left open when it 
rains? 
Always~but .covered fo as to prevent the rain from .coming 

down, by the tarpaulin 1 have .before mentioned. 
How 
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How is it poffible to keep the gratings open, and at the fame 
time to cover them fa as to keep out the rain? 

I mean by the tarpaulin being fpread over the gratings, in the 
aature of an awning. 

At what height from the l~vel of the deck are the booms upon 
which the tarpaulin is fpread? 

Some of them feven or eight feet-we bring the tarpaulin . 
do'wn on the weather fide to keep the rain out, and admit the ai-r. 

Do the Slaves~ wheft confined, ever complain of foul air? 
I never heard them.-If i:hey think themfelves at any tinw too 

warm, we get a number of them on deck. 

Do the Surgeons, Officers, or Sailors, who go below among 
the S.laves, when their apartments a.re firft opened in a morning, ever 
complain of the noifomenefs and foulnefs of the air? 

Not particularly.-I never heard them complain-they might fay 
fometimes that it was very warm, and at -fome particular timei 
that there was a particular fmeH there.-We never fuffer any thing 
,to ~emainbelow long to occaGon any offenfive fmell. . " 

Do you not know that the air of the Slaves apartment's, when 
1hey are firft opened in a morn.ing, is foul and offenfive ? . 

At fea it is generally ventilated by the wind that blows down 
:through .the gratings. 

Is there a thorough draught 0f air between decks, when the 
'Slaves are confined at night? 

Th-ere is, by means of the air pGrts-in light winds, when we can 
op<m the air ports. 

Can :the air .ports be open in a frelh gale. or in a high fea? 
The weather air ports we caQ open-they feldom want the air 

ports open in a freih gale., whea they complain of the cold. 

Can there be a thorough air through thofe apartments when th e; 
air ports are !hilt? 

It is very feldom that they are all ihut.-The weather ones are 
generally open-there is feldom fo high a fea or fo much wind as 
to render the !hutting .them neceifary. 

~lefHon repeated? 
Not a thorough air when all the air ports are !hut-but there is 

a current of air going al ways through the gratings, [0 much th at 
. 3 ~ they. 
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" they beg to have the .tarpaulins laid over the gratings to prevent 
~ too much wind coming-down . 

. ,In . the' Slave ~ Ships of ·which you . lately (poke, what was the 
:. he~ghth between decks? 

" I cannot fay exaCtly...,..I Cuppofe the loweft about foul' feet. 

'~ Had y~u II platform in' y<mr lhip? 
: None. 

) Have you been' on' board a /hip where platforms were ufed ? 
; I have been. on. board other lhips, and feen platforms. 

~_ Can 'You fay what ·waS' thediftance ' betweerr the platform and the 
, ceiling, and .between the platform-and theflaor? 

I .cannot fay-the platform was the midwi¥, as near as . I could 
_. iudge.-Thefe· Slave Ships 'are ufually built high between decks, 
. for the pqrpofe of,having thef~ platforms. 

in -ihips ' built £o( 'platfotms" .what is' the ' general -heighth ,be­
~ tween decks ? 

I really cannot fay-.nev,er,haviIJg .frequented other veifels but 
-my own. 

" 
, In thofe iqips you . have [een, where 'there were platforms, was 
the heighth more than fix feet? 
. I think it was feven feet.-I neverwasori 'baard above twolhips, 
as I recollect-they were feven feet ,between .deck and deck. 

i 

,CQuid the men Slaves on! the Midiile paifage,:_ in fuch -lhips as 
_ you have been acquainted -,with, lay on their backs at night? 

: In the lhips that I have been in they could-though perhaps they 
-- would have found it difficul.tr all of them, to .have lain.nn their backs 

at the fame time. 

Are not Africans taken on lhip-"baal'd. very fubject to , fea :fick-
--ne[s ? 

Some of them are far twa or three days. 

Are they not aften excariated by their_ chains? 
.Very [eldam.-We take care to. prevent the irons of the chains 

galling them-whenever, we fee them likely to gall, we put [ome­
. thing round their, legs, in order to. pre\lent .the irans galling them. 

,A,re they noLin faa fometimes corifiderably galled? 
Not 

c 
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Not confiderably.':-I never faw any {o.-We take the earlieft 
opportunity to prevent any thing of the kind. 

Can it in fact be prevented? 
Yes. . 

Have you not faid, that it is the endeavour of commanders ill 
the Slave trade, and it was your endeavour, to render the fituation 
of the Slaves on board, as comfortable as pollible t 

I have. 

What are your ideas of comfort, as applied to Slaves, io a Slave . ' 
;Jhip? 

. :By giving them plenty of Food, Victuals and Drink, and the 
~ beft lodgings we. can. 

Are the circumftances of being chained' two and two, of not 
1 having room ' to lay on their backs, offea ·ficknefs, excoriation, 
. ihackles, rings reev.ed through the chains., kiln-dried Horfe-beans, 
!. for food, confinement between decks, lying crouded together in 
a clofe hold . in a . .tropical climate, .confining them aU night in a 

:.fetid atmofphere. and keeping them .ther.e all .day w.hen the 
weather,-is bady .. ar.ticlesof oomfort"? 

. ,The queftion"being objected to, the Coun[el and Witne[s 
,were directed to w.ithdraw. 

:And a motion being made. and . the queftion being put, that 
the Counfe! and Witne[s be again called in. and the Witnefs 

, a£ked the faid ,quefr.ion ; 
I t paired in the ne.gati Ile. 

Then the · CouBfel and ·Wit nefs were~gain . called in .; ·and 
·the Witnefs was aiked., 

Whether,- the perfons £u·pp6Ted to be .el~g~ged in Witchcraft, do 
:.not diftribute c.!rugs or medicinei' 

They are fufpefred to do {o. 

.. Whether-medicines occafioriing abortion are nat reckoned part. 
of their myftery-? 

I have heard t~em . fay" it .is .apart of·their myftery. 

What do you think would be the probable effe.ct in Africa of 
,the abolition. of-the Slave .trade by this .country .? 

I believe 
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I believe it would encourage lnanyof the evils which the 
3b~1ition is meant to felie-ve. 

State thofe evils r-
The evils that originate in Famine-from the Captures in 

War-and perfons conviCted of Crimes-who would be put to 
Death-it is the maxim among the Blacks never to give a man 
anoppo-rtunity ,Qf revenging an injury. 

\1Vhat do you mean by the evils that originate in Famine ? 
The human Sacrifices, that exift among the Anthropophagi, in 

the interior part of Africa. 

'Would human facrifices be encreafed by the abolition of the 
Slave trade? 

I believe they would. 

"Do you think the natives could be induced to cultivate the land 
.fOT produce to exchange for 'European commodities? 

, -I do not think any confideration whatever would tempt them 
to raife any produce that would be worth the attention of this 
Country. 

Could Europeans ftand the climate 10 the clearing the woods 
and cultivating the land? 

i -do not think they could. 

Haye the Europeans influence and power over the natives 
to maKe them cut down the woods and grow Corn, without they 
chofe to do itthemfelves ? 

The Europeans have not the power-the natives are not to be 
influenced by any thing but felf-intereft. 

Do the natives regard the European commodities they now 
obtain as neceffaries of life; or as luxuries only? 

Some of them as neceffaries, others as luxuries,. 

, Do you apprehend, that if the natives could not procure thore 
commodities which they efteem as neceffary, any otherwife than in 
c'lfchange for produce, they would .not then cultivate .the land to 
raife that neceffary produce? 

Not to a {ufficient degree to .encourage any Euro,pean to go 
there in queft of that prouuce. 

'Whe-thtt 
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'Whether the Climate. and Soil are not capable of · producing, . 

and do they not in a certain degree ,produce Cotton of a ver:y ex­
,cellent quality? 

They do, 

Is any very great de.gree or-labour nece!fary to the cultivation 
'of Cotton? 

They befrowverylittle on it. 

To what ficknefs did you allude, as produced by the bad weather 
at _the beginning of your 'voyage, mentioned in a former part of 
your evidence; was it fea ficknefs or 'any diforder ? 

. I mentioned,that fome of my~Slaves were captives in war, and 
the others fold _in confequence of a famine, and when I received 
them .on board I hoped they would have improved fr9m being 
taken better care of arid better feel..,-l had fome rear on to fuppore. 
that being too well fed was ,the occ;afion of their illne{s-the quick ' 
itranfition from hunger to plenty'-:and I beHeve ,that the fea fick­
nefs prevented.their rec9very. 

Did you mean to frate' the bad weather as the caufe of the illnefs? 
-It did not originate Jrom 'the w.eather-.but the bad.w.eather .in­

creafed it. 

How did the bad weather act ,fo as .to -increafe ihe -ficknefs of the 
cargo? 

The bad weather increafed ,the rea ficknefs, and made it ,ne­
ceff'ary to keep .part of them'below, and to _get them uponde.ck 
alternateJy. . 

Do you not apprehend that fhe Shve traGe in general 'is un­
healthy to the feamen who are employed in it? . 

I generally found that the [eamen on board the Slave a1ips had 
their health as well as on board of other {hips which had not 
Slaves on board-not more unhealthy than in -uther trades car­
ried on on the [arne Coafl:-my {hip did not lore a {eaman the 
lafr voyage-ihe returned in November lafi. 

Have you .ever u[ed any other trade, or have you ever failed tQ 
,the coail: of Africa in a wood {hip? 

Neither, . 

. May not European [eamen preftrve ,their health tolerably ,on 
the Coafi: of Africa, if a proper attention be paid to their diet, 

'and fueltered from the inclemency of the weather? 
.3 R I ,believe 

• 
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r believe their badfi:ate of health does not originate from their 
~manner of living, or th~ nature of the food~our feamen in Gam­
bia, have generally frelh meat during the whole time they are in 
the river'--':with refpeCt to their lhelter, it is impoffible to prevail 
,on a feaman not to expofe himfel£ to . the dews which are preva­
lent in that part of the World-,they bring their beds .upon deck, 
and will not fleep under cover if they can fleep cool, and the 
dews are Gften attended with more perniciou~ effeCts than the 
nIn. 

Dbtlhe iliips employed in the wood trade, ufually take Olf 

:board Slaves. . 
i know nothing of the wood trade . 

. Did you [ufier very much in point of 10[s of [eamen ill mOFe! 
than one' voyage in the river Gambia? 

I have mentioned twice that I (uffered. 

In that voyage, where feven died out of twenty-one, and two' or 
• three moreon the Middle paffage, in what fi:ate of health were the 

remaindet of the crew who did not die? 
One or tWb of the~ who took more care of their heal'th, did 

tolerably well-the refi: were in a relaxed fi:ate. 

Were tho[e, of whom you fpeak as hiving been in a relaxed 
il:ate, capable of doing their duty? , 

Only taking their trick at the helm. 

Did you take on hoard any frelh men, to replace the [even wh() 
,died, and to do ~he duty of the .others who were incapable of 
performing theirs? 

No. 

How many Negr..oes had you on board when you left the Coail: 
that voyage? .. . 

Two hundred -and thirty-fix, or two hundred and thirty-eight.. 
-I cannot recolleCt which. 

Then do you apprehend that the r-emaining fourteen of your 
<:few, in the weak f1tuation in which you defcribed them, were 
,fuflicient to navigate the veffel, and to guard two hundred and 
thirty-fix, or two hundred and thirty-eight Negroes? 

I was obliged to make the beftlhift I could with them-I had 
no other alternative. 

Were 

( 
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Were the Negroes permitted to come all deck as frequently, and 
10 as great numbers, as if the crew were as {hong as it had 
been? 

Jull: the fame.-I thought it prudent to get them upon deck as 
often as poffible, for the purpofe of examining them, to fee they 
were in health and fecure, and for cleaning the room. 

Had they no additional Irons on that account? 
None at all.-I took fame of the Irons off, after they got to 

{ea. 

Were the rooms kept as clean as they otherwife would have 
;been r 

I believe they were-we made the Negro boys affifl: il1 cleaning 
t he rooms. .. 

Then was not your crew, of which you have fiated, that only 
.two or three were in good health, extremely harraifed by the per-
formance of fuch duty? _ 

The duty was increafed, but not beyond their il:rength. 

Whether you have not been acquainted with inil:ances of noto- . 
rious cruelty in the captain of a Slave {hip-has not fuch cir­
.cumil:ance fallen under your immediate knowledge? 

I cannot fay they have-fame Captains are more fevere than 
.others-but it is the interell: of every man to treat his Slaves well. 

Do yoa mean to fay. that the general treatmeDt of the Slaves, all 
~oard the Slave {hips, is, in point of fact, humane and p,roper ? 

I can only fpeak as to the {hips that have frequented the Gambia 
-Trade, and I have always - obferved that they feem to be well 
.treated. 

Did you never hear of a Captain of a veife1 in th€ river Gam­
lbia having treated one Slave with enormous cruelty? 

If I have I do not recoIted it ? 

3 S Dei 



Do you know a gentleman of the name of Dillwyn; of "\V"aI­
mam{tow? 

I have feen him twO or three t.imes, but I am not acquainted 
with him. 

-And then th~ Counfel and Witnefs were direCted to with-
dra.w. 

To report a progrefs, &c. 
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'MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 

Taken before a Committee of -the 
Whole Houfe, to whom it was 
,referred to confider of the Slave 
Trade. 

Witnefs examined; 

Captain WILLIAM LITTLETON. 

( 
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'COMMITTEE of the Whole Hou(e to confider further 

of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade. complained of 

-in the Ieveral Petitions which were prefented to the 

'Houfe in the laft Seflion of Parliament. relative to the 

State of the Afr.i<:an Slave Trade. 

-c Ounfe1 called in. 

The Counfel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded In 

their ' Evidence '; and -called 

THO MAS K I.N G~ Efquj,re. a Merchant of London. 

Have you been in Africa? 
I have-I went there ,firft in 1766,{ls Sec(i>nd Mate of the Royal 

(Charlotte ;-fhe was about 300 to.ns-we carried out the African 
<Company's fl:ores to Cape Coaft. 

Was tha,t a regular Sla\\e {hip? 
No. 

Did you fl:ay any time on the Coaft that vQyage ? 
About two months. 

Did you take in a cargo of .Slaves 1 
We took about 120-landed them in Jamaica. 

What was the number of the ·crew of failors.? 
I believe [even-teen in all. 

/ 
3 T What 
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What was the frate of the health of the failors during that, 
voyage? 

The railors were healthy the whol e voyage~lofl: none from 
the time we left London until our return to London again. 

What was the ftate of the health of the Slaves? 
In general very healthy ;-we loft only two or three from the 

time they were taken on board till landed in Jamaica. 

On what part of the Coaft of Africa did you take the cargo of 
Slayes? 

The Goid Coafr. 

How long did · you fray at Jamaica before you landed the 
Slaves? 

1 believe about fourteen d3YS from the arrival to the landing of 
the laft man. 

Were any means ufed after their arrival in Jamaica, and pre­
vious to their being landed, to repel diforders the Slaves might 
have on them? 

None whatever. 

When did you make another voyage to the Coafr of Africa? 
In 1768.-We failed from London the latter part of 1767, in 

the fame {hip ;-1 was in the fame ftation as Second Mate, it was 
to carry ftores as before ;-we had eighteen railors to the bell of 
my recollection. 

Did you take Slaves on board on the Coaft of Africa? 
'Yes, 455 I think-They were carried from the fame part. the 

Gold Coaft, to Grenada. 

What was the ftate of the health of the failors during that 
voyage? . 

Alfo very healthy-no ficknefs on board the {hip amongft the 
failors, and we loil: none on our arrival, nor while we ftaid at 
Grenada-there I left the {hip. 

'What was the flate of the health of the Slaves during that 
voyage? 

In general very healthy-I think to the heft of my memory we 
loft ten out of the 455. 

Did 
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Did you lofe any du~ing the lhip's fray at Grenada-after her 
arrival there? 

No, I believe not-the Slaves were on board only about a week 
before they were landed. 

When did you fail again for the coafr of Africa? 
I failed from Grenada to the Coaft of Africa I think about the 

beginning of October, 1768, as Commander of a lhip called th~ 
Mony, about 110 tons. 

To what part of Africa did you fail ~ 
To the Gold Coaft,touching at America, where we took 

jn the cargo which was intended to purchafe the Slaves in 
Africa. / 

How many Slaves did you take on , board ? 
One hundred and five I think. 

How many failers had you on board?' 
I think twelve or thirteen. 

Did you fray long on the Coaft of Africa that voyage? 
I did-I was very near twelve months on the Gold Coaft, rod 

near it. 

Was that a fortunate voyage or not with refpeCl: to the health of 
the failors and Slaves? ' 

Very contrary. to both. 

How many did you 10Ce of the crew? 
Either fix or feven. 

How many Slaves did you 10Ce ? 
I believe I loft about half the Slaves. 

To what do you attribute the mortality of the crew and of the 
Slaves during that voyage? 

Notwithftanding I was near twelve months -on the Coafi, I loft 
but few, either of Slaves or the crew, during the time I remained 
on the Coaft-but on the paffage my {hip failed exceeding badly, 
and I had the misfortune to 10Ce Come of the mails, by which I 
was driven into the Bite of Bonny, on the Coaft of Africa, and was 
{even months on my paffage from the Gold Co aft to Grenada,­
In the time I was on the paffage I was under the neceflity of put­
ting into different placei for provitions-I could get but very 

fcantily 
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fcantily 'fupplied; and we were two or ,three times in that pafi-age 
reduced to a very fcanty allowanee both for Whites and Negroes, 
to which Iprincipally attributed ~hegreat mortality both of the 
one and the other. 

Is the Bite of Bonny -a particularly unhealthy part of .the 
:Coaft? 

No.n0ubt it is-..it is generalJy efteemed fo. 

Do you then attribute the misfortune of that voyage in partt~ 
the extreme delay and accidents of the vdfel you have mentioned? 

,Moft undoubtedly-:,particularly fo. 

When did you go your next,voyage to Africa'? 
In 1771.-W e failed from London the latter end of 1770, in 

,t he brig called the Fenet, about 70 tons, with twelve or thirteen 
men, 'I believe-went to the river Cameroon, in the Bite of .Bon­

,ny-purcha[€d 1.Os,Slaves there, and carried them to Grenada. 

What was the il:ate of the health of the failors during ,that 
voyage? 

,In general pretty healthy-I believe I loft , two or three. 

What, of the Slaves'? . 
Alfo pretty healthy-1 believe four or five werdon. 

How long did you il:ay on the eoaM 
I believe about eight months on the Coaft. 

'Vhat was the length ofJou~ voyage from,the Coaft .tothe Wen: 
I ndies? 

About tW0'months. 

When did you make the next voyage to the .Coaft·of Africa'? 
In 1772.-We fail€d from London in December 1771, on board 

the Surrey, of ~8o ,tons, ,twenty-five Sailors, to the river Came­
roon-took on board 255 Slaves-,il:aid on the Coaft fix months in 
that river-went to Grenada. 

Howlong was your paffage? 
I think eight weeks. 

What was the ftate of the health of the Jailors during that 
,v,?yagd 

During 

r 
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_ During the time we lay in the river Came:rc)'Oa mdfi of the 
-iliip's crew, myfelf alfo", and officet;s, were unwell, at one period 
or other, and we 10ft in the river three failors and the [urge'on.­
During the Middle Paifage the feamen were very healthy. 

Is the river Camero@n more unliealthy to Europeans than lying 
_at fea on the open Coaft ? 

Yes. 

What was the health of the slaves duting tli~t vdyage ~ 
The Slaves were ingeheta,l very healthy~We had 110 patticutar 

,diforder on boatd-we loft ten out of the 255--

When did you next go to Africa? 
In the beginning of 1773, in the Thtee Friends--"a [man ven"el 

;of about 70 tons-there were twelve [ailors, I think, myfelf and 
:the whole crew included ;-went to the Gold Coaft-to_ok on board 
144 Slaves-.ftaid on the Coaft about three mollths...;..wetlt to the 
J!land of St. Vincent's_. 

Did you Ide any of the crew? 
I believe I loft two iri the wh01e voyage. 

Where did they die? 
On the Coaft. 

How many Slaves died? 
Eight. 

Does that inc1ude the whole time, from the SlavesbeJng take~ 
-Qn board till they landed at St. Vincent's? 

It does. 

When was your next voyage ~ 
In 1775-fro01 London, in the V ~nl1s, about ISO tons, ~e­

tween 15-0. and 160 tons-2I or 22 fallors, the whole crew:, In­

.eluding all-went to the Gold Coaft-:-took 321. ~laves-ftald on 
the Coaft four months-went to JamaIca. 

How many of the crew died during the whole voyage from 
London? 

1 ,think' I loft one or two. 

3 U Where 
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Where did you lofe them, and how? " 
I had no accident-I think we loft them upon the Co aft, from 

fevers. 

How many Slaves did you lofe ? 
Ten out of 32 I-including the whole time till the Slaves 

landed. 

When was your next voyage? 
In 1776-from London, in the Harriet, of about 135 tons­

Eighteen men I believe-to the Gold Coaft-277 Slaves were taken 
on board-they were fold in the Wand of Jamaica-we 10ft none 
of the crew-ftaid on the Coa£l: between three -and four months, 
loft feven Slaves out of the 277-1 take the whole number from 
the time they were purcha[ed to the time they were actually 
fold. 

In aU the numbers of the Slaves you 10ft, have you included the 
Slaves which died from the time of their being firft carried on 
board the !hip till the time of their being actually landed and 
fold in the Weft Indies? 

I do-I include the whole mortality of all the Negroes, from 
the time the firft was taken on board on the Coaft to the time 
the lail: was landed in the We£l: Indies. 

When w,as your next voyage? 
I did not fail on the next voyage till November 17So-then I 

went from London to the Gold Coa£l: in the Camden, of 335 
tons, 65 failors, the whole crew-We ftaid on the Coafi of Africa 
about fix months-purchafed 580 Slaves-went to Jamaica, all 
except the two firil: in which I went were regular Slave !hips­
four failors died, of thofe only two of natural deaths, the other 
two by accident-we lo£l: fifty or fifty-one Slaves, including the 
time from the firft taken on board to the landing of the laft. 

Was the lofs of the number of Slaves during the voyage owing 
to any particular diforder or accident? 

To a particular di[order, a diarrhcea. 

Did they contract that di[order on board fhip, or did they 
bring it on board with them? 

We apprehend [orne of them brought it on board with them. 

Did 
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Did the diforder attack them on the Coaft Coon after they came 
on board? 

It did. 

W as this your laft voyage to Africa? 
Yes. 

In what line of life have you been fince? 
I have been fettled in the City of London ever fince as a Mer­

chant. 

During the voyages you have given an account of, did you ever 
know of any particular mortality among the Slaves during their 

. continuance on board the {hip, after their arrival in the Weft In-
dies, and before they were landed? . 

No, I never did.-As to the !hips I commanded whilft I was in 
the trade myfelf, and to all other {hips I have had concern in, I am 
fure they never buried one per cent. after their arrival in the Weft 
Indies and before their landing-I mean before they were fold. 

Did you ever know of any means ufed by the Surgeon or others, 
to repel the diforders of Slaves, previous to their landing? 

I never knew of any fuch a thing. 

During the feveral years in which you was concerned in the trade 
to Africa, as Commander or Officer on board {hip. had you an op­
portunity of being on {hore in Africa, and of obferving the courfe 
of the trade in Slaves? 

I had frequent opportunities of being on {hore in Africa during 
the time I traded there; and fo far as could be learnt from the Na­
tives reliding on the Coaft, I have had opportunities of hearing 
from them how they became Slaves. 

Will you communicate that account to the Committee? 
The principal part for crimes-Witchcraft included-and [orne 

few as prifoners of war. 

Did you ever know or hear of wars being made on the Coafl: for 
the purpofe of making Slaves? 

No-I never did. 

Did you ~ver know or hear of any fIlCh wars being ftirred up 
by the Europeans for that purpo[e? 

By no means. 

Did 



. .. 'bi~you ever know or hear of towns·orvi'llages b'eing pmaged 
'or ddl:royed for that purpofe? 

No, I never did. 

Did you ever know or 'hear of the Natives 'being !lolen or fe-
.duced aw<j.y, for thepurpofe of being made Slaves? . 

N 0, I never did, except from Slaves themfelves, who had come 
,from theinteriorparts of the Country. 

What was the account which you received from fuch Slaves? 
I have heard from them, in fome very few inftances, that they 

'were ftolen or taken away; but I believe, when alked how they 
be.came Slaves, that they rather chafe to tell that frary, than to tell 
what the real faa was. 

Was {he trade orr the -Coan cat'ried oEl with the !hipping in 
fuch a manne1" that if the Natives had been kidnapped, or im­

. properly obtained, they would Have had opportunities of making 
complaints, an~ being J"edteffea? . 

No doubt of it, fo far as relates to the Water-fide People. 

Were many of the Free Natives continually on board the !hips 
\" during their fray and trading on .the Coaft? 

No doubt of it, daily. 

Had the Slaves on board Opportunities of communicating a!1y 
,thing to fuch Free Negroes on board ,? 

Certainly. 

Did the Slave !hips fail from the Co aft pr.ivately, or in the 
:night, or in the morning, and after notice given of their inten­
·tion to fail? . 

It is cu{tomary foribips in all parts of Africa where I have 
been to give notice at .Jeaft for a week, more commonly tor a 
month, before they mean to fail; and it is cuftomary for !hips to 
fail from the Coaft in the morning; and the feafon of it is, be­

,caufe during the principal part of the day the breeze blows 
from the fea, and it is inconvenient for the !hips to flretch off 
while fuch breeze blows.- From eatly in the .morning until 
9 or 10 o'clock in the forenoon, the breeze rather blows from 
the land, fometimes direaly off of it-that is the reafon the 1hips 
.take the 'advantage of the morning to leave the Cdaft. 

,Of the ih~s in which .you have faileq. was the crew compo{ed 
,entireg 

I 



[ 240 ] 

:entirely of feamen, 01' were t11ere niany landiinen amongrt: 
them? 

In the {hips in whish I have failed, and in which I have been 
generally concerned, as nearly as I can calculate, one-half of the 
n urn ber of the crew confi fis uf the captain, officers, and feamen, 
and the other balf of landfmen-men who may have been one or 
two voyages at fea. and boys. 

Is that the ufual proportion on board all the African fhips ? 
I think it is, as far as I h2.ve [een or known, nearly fo. 

Did you carry from England provi!ions for the Slaves during 
;their voyage? 

A certain proportion is a1 ways taken. 

Is that becaufe the Coa£l: of Africa does not furnial it in fuf­
·ficient ~antities, or for what other rea(on ? 

It is particularly becau(e Africa does not furnifh [ufficient 
quantities; and at certain Times (though not frequently) you call 
'get none at a11-1 am now fpeaking to the Gold Coafr-and for 
the further rea(on that they prefer a change in their food. 

What are the articles of food for the Slaves which are carried 
from England? 

Principally fpEt-beans, forne little matter of rice, and I bave 
known wheat taken, but it is now aItDgether laid aude. 

Are (uch beans a wholefome food, and fuch as the Slaves are 
fond of? 

They certainly are a very whole1ome food, and fuch as the 
Sb..ves are very fond of. 

Do they often prefer that food to the food produced in their 
own country? ~ 

They do-the Gold eoafi Negroes prefer it to the Indian Corn, 
which is their native food,-With refpect to beans, I wifh to 
relate a circumfiance which happened to us-When I firil: 
went to Africa, inil:ead of beans, it was u[ual to carry the greatefi 
proportion (at leafi two-thirds) of the white pea, It was found, on 
the report of the Surgeons that they did not very well agree with 
the Negroes; and we were ad vi[ed by the Surgeons to fend an 
equal quantity of peafe and beans, and to have them mixed toge­
ther for their food-and that was al(o found not to agree with 
them fa well as when the be~ns were glven to them alone-fo 

3 X from 



from time to time we have dimini{hed the peaCe, tili at liit ''Ie 
fend none. 

\,rhat [art of beans are they, and in what manner prepared? 
, They are (I am informed) a fpecies of the Windfor beans­

they are called ufually, in the Corn Market, Tick Beans-Thefe 
beans are fplit and kiln-dried, and paffed through a mill, and the 
hulks feparated from them. I have heard a great deal [aid of 
fending horfe-beans to Africa-I never carried them-I never 
have fent ,them-nor did I ever hear or fee what is in this coun­
try ufually termed horfe-beans Cent to Africa for the Negroes. 

Do the White people ever eat thefe beans, which are fent to 
Africa for the Negroes? 

They do very commonly. 

During the Middle Paffag.e from Africa to the Weft Indies, is 
aU the care and attention paid to the Negroes on board which 
theidituation will permit? 

, In a well -regulated African {hip every pollible care is taken 
of the Negroes, and their fituation made ,as comfortable to them 
a,s pollible. 

How an~ they treated as to diet? 
, Very 'great attention is' paid as to their having a proper qum­

tity, and that welLd::-eit. 

Is the diet on ' board {hip as good as they have in their own 
country? 
, As far as I have feen of their diet in their own country, I 

mean the common people, their diet is much more comfortable 
on board {hip-I mean that there is more care taken in drefEng 
of it, having it well feafOl'Jed, and ferved in clean veilds. 

Is their health attended to on board ihip? 
It certainly is-very particular care is taken. every morning' 

early, to enquire amongft them for any complaints-and again, 
after they are upon deck, and their morning meal has been 
ferved, that is, after their breakfa{ts, it is the duty of the fur­
geon to examine through the whole of the Slaves on board par­
ticularly. 

Is it the intere{t of the captain and furgeon, as well as their 
duty, to take care of the Neg, oes heal th ? 

Ye.s, certainly. 
Hac.! 
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, Had you an opportunity, during your frequent vifitsto the 
Coafl: of Africa, to obferve the produce of that Country? 

I have not obferved, in the parts of Africa where I have ge-
l~era])y been, any produce, except provifions. . . 

\ 

Are ths>Je provifions produced in any very confiderable quan­
tity ? 

No, they are not-In general not fo much, over and above, 
what they want, as the fhips wifh to obtain from them. 

Is there a confrant demand, by the {hips trading on the Coafi, 
for a greater fupply of provifions than the Country can afford to 
fupply them with? 

I think there is- and could the {hips depend on being fup­
plied with a greater quantity, they would not take fo much from 
Europe. 

Are there .any other articles, befides provifi·ons, produced ill 
fufficient quantities to become an object of commerce? 

There are no other articles, the natural produce of the Country, 
to fpeak of; but there is fome Gold Dufl:- Elepha'nts Teeth­
Bees Wax-Gum Copal-Barwood, and Camwood-Of thefe 
there are no con.iiderable quantities. not fufficient to become a 
confiderable object of trade. 

Are the manners, genius, or indufl:ry of the inhabitants [uch as 
to improve thefe natural productions, OJ to encourage the intro­
duction of others? 

The genius of the people on the Gold Coafl:, r think, is equal 
to extending ~oml1,erce in any thing that might be practicable­
I fpeak of the Gold Coafl:- but .they are fo indolent, that where 
indu{hy would be necelfary, I think no commerce could be 
extended or promoted amongfl: them. 

Is it a country where a Colony of Europeans-' might be fettled 
with any profped: of advantage? 

On the Gold Coaft r do not think that the d.i.fpofition of the 
Natives is fuch as to render it pollible to fettle a colony of Euro-. 
H>peans, unlefs by force of arms. 

Is the Coaft itfelf [uch, in refpeCt of rivers, harbours, or land­
ing-places, as to be favourable for an extenuve commerce in va­
rious articles, jf the Country could be made capable of producing 
,them ?' 

No, the ·Coaft is very unfavourable to fuch a commerce-there 
are 
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rrre 110 harbours, 110 bays or creeks, where even a boat ~an land 
with fafety, 1 mean the boats that go from hence.-On the 
Gold Coafi, from one end to the other, excepting two places, 
there are no harbours, no creeks, nor any bays, that I know of, 
where even one of the boats from this country could land with 
fafety, and thofe two are very unfafe, except in very fine weather; 
-I wiih to be underftood, that when 1 fpeak -of thefe be.jng th~ 
only two places on the Gold Coaft, I fpeak of that part where 
at prefent. the Englifh ihips have a right to go.-Befides that 
under the Dutch fettlements 1 believe there a·re one or two places 
where a boat may land, in the fame manne-r as I have defcribed 
in the two places belonging to the Engliili. 

Are there bars acroCs the mouths of all fuch flvers as are 
upon that Com? 

Entirely. 

vVhat nations were there trading to the Coafi of Africa befides 
t he Engliih at the time you was acquairited with tInt Coaft? 

Whilfr 1 was in that trade there were fome Dutch, French, 
Portuguefe, and by chance a Danifh fhip. 

Is the trade of other nations increafed ordiminiihed of late 
years? 

The French trade to Af.rica is exceedingly increafed within the 
hft four years. 

Have you any .particula'r means of -knowing that r 
I have had occaGon frequently to be in France-I have had 

-frequent occaGons to correfpond with French houCes-and have 
had frequent opportunities of feeing French people in this town. 
who are engaged in that Trade-by which I .know it is exceed­
ing] y ii1cr~a{ed. 

I-hve .the A~er.ic.ans ~xtendecd their trade for Slaves to the 
C03.fl: of Africa .of late years? 

Before the laJ1 war the Americans carried on a conGderable 
'trade to the Coaft Qf Africa-during the war it was given up 
,by them altogether-but llnce the peace they have revived it 
agui n; and I believe at tbis time carry it on to the full or mther 
.to a gTeater ,extent, than other ever did ·before. 

What part of America .do you fpeak of? 
J allude particularly to Bofion-Rhode Wand-fome trifle fron1 

New Y.ork" and fome li.ttle fram Philadelphia-but the principal 
pa.rt 
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part is I believe at prefent carried on [from Boll:on-before the war 
the principal part was carried on from Rhode Wand and New 
Providence. 

Is the flate of the Slave Trade fuch, that if the Englilh were 
to abolilh that Trade, the number of the Slaves now purchafed by 
them would remain in the Country of Africa, or would they be 
bought up by other nations? 

They would undoubtedly be bought up by other nations. 

Are the Slaves purchafed by other nations, either on board the 
ihips, or during any other period which has come within Y0l:1f 

knowledge, better treated than they are by the Englilh ? 
I have had frequent opportunities of vifiting the lhips of other 

nations on the Coaft of Africa, while I was in the trade, an(1{ -I 
certainly am of opinion the treatment on board the Englilh {hips 
in general is preferable to that of any other natiol'l. . 

Are you at all aoquainted with the Windward Coaft of Africa? 
I have in my way to the Gold Co aft fevera;l times touched on 

different parts of the Windwa.rd Coaa, and ftaid a few days. 

Can you fay whether the Slaves are procured in the fame man-
ner on th<lt Coaft as on the Gold Coafl: ? '-.% 

So far as my obfervation enables me to judge I think they are. 

Is there any difference in the manner of their beCQm1ng Slaves 
in the river Cameroon? 

No, I believe not. 

What is the ftate of the Country adjoining to the river Came­
roon, with refpect to its foil and produce? 

I believe the foil is capable of producing)n general what the 
climate will admit of. 

Does it produce any articles in any great quantity? 
No, it does not-they cultivate nothing but ground provi!ions, 

and [orne little fruits and vegetables-they do not even produce 
any grain there. 

Is it the practice of the Captains in the African trade to compel 
their Sailors to take their difcbarge in the Weft Indies? 

It never was the practice with me, nor in the lhips in which I 
am and have been hnce I left the rea concerned, nor do I know 
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it is, thc praetice with any other ihips-it is not our interell: to 
do fo. 

Why? . 
Becaufc, although we have when we arrive in -the Weft Indies 

fome few men in our ihips more than are abfolutely neceifary to 
navigate them to England. yet the additional charge of getting 
three men in the WeO: Indies, in lieu of nine men difcharged, 
would be nearly equal, if not quite, to the expence of bringing 
the whole nine men home, I mean the charge to the {hip-I will 
explain the meaning of this anfwer-The men are {hipped for the 
voyage from England to the Coaft of Africa-from thence to the 
Weft Indies-and from the Well Indies to the port in England 
that they have failed from generally, at [0 much wages per month 
-I have before obferved that about one-half of the crew of an 
African ihip confift of landfmen, men who have been one or two 
voyages at fea, and boys-thefe go for lower wages than feamen, 
and I believe upon an average may be eO:imated at 2 IS. or 22 S. per 
month ;-admit that the nine men who might be difcharged at the 
WeO: Indies ihould confift of a [mall proportion of [eamen, and a 
larger of landfmen~ I {hould ellimate that the men fo to be dif­
charged, might have upon an average 24S. or 2SS. per month­
the paifage, commonly fpeaking, from the WeO:-Indies to Eng­
land, particularly to African lhips, that generally fail faO: and 
come home light, may not reafonably be eO:imated at more than 
eight weeks, from the Weft Indies to England, which is rather a 
long paifage than otherwife-the three men to be obtained in 
lieu of the nine fo difcharged, taken upon a fair and moderate 
average, would have from ten to twelve guineas and ten to twelve 
gallons of rum for the run home, which I calculate would 
amol!lnt to the {arne as the nine men would have had if they had 
gone on with the voyage-I {tate this proportion off haI1d~ as it 
ftruck me whilO: I am giving my Evidence; but there are few 
{hips from the CoaO: of Africa, that upon being obliged to dif­
charge nine men, in the Weft Indies, would not be obliged ' to 
take more than three men in the mom of -them. -

in the calculation you have given to the Committee, do you take 
it [or granted that you muft difcharge all your failors in the Weft 
Indies, and hire other failors to bring home the {hip; or might 
Hot the captain of an African {hip, if fo difpofed, get rid of fix ,of 
his failors in the Well: Indies, and detain the other three to bring 
hom~ the ihip? 

Tlrecaptain of an African {hip having engaged his feamen for 
the voyage to return to England again. the difcharging one m~n 
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111 the Weft Indies would, I conceive, and have always under4 
derftood, entitle the reft to have their difcharge alfo. 

Is it a common thing for the failors belonging to African {hips 
to defert their {hips in the Weft Indies? 

It is very cuil:omary. 

To what is that attributed? 
The principal reafon I know of is their receiving half their pay 

at the port where the Negroes are fold-their getting on {hore, 
and getting intoxicated-and having frequent opportunities of 
getting higher wages in their run home in the Weft India {hips 
and other African {hips. 

Have you ever known inftances of the captains of African {hips 
having ufed their men ill for the purpofe of inducing them to run 
away in the Weft Indies? 

No, I have not-it was ever my wilh to preferve them as much 
as I could, knowing the additional expence, and fometimes diffi4 
culty, of getting others at any -rate in their room. 

Is it a common thing for failors in the African trade to go fe­
veral different voyages with the fame captain in the fame {hip? 

I believe it is not very common; at the fame time we have had 
_ the fame feamen that have gone many voyages, and in our em­
ploy. 

Can you from your experience, both in the Weft Indies and on 
the coa(t of Africa, fay what would be the probable confequence 
of putting an end to the Slave Trade from this country only? . 

I believe the [arne number of N!!groes would be exported afinually 
from Africa there now is-the trade would not be diminilhed in 
the Ieaft--with refpect to our Weil: India Hlands, I have not re­
uded long enough to be a judge how far they would be internally 
affeCted by the abolition, but they would undoubtedly be very ma­
teriallyaffeCted, by 10Gng that moil: valuable branch of the tfade, 
the exportation of a large proportion of the Negroes imported irl 
Britilh {hips to foreigners, which are paid for generally either ~~ 
[pecie or in the produce of the Weil: Indies. 

Could a greater number of female Slaves be procured on the Coafl: 
of Africa? 

Formerly on the Gold Coaft better than one-third females was 
procurable-for the lail: two years I believe every encouragement 
has been given that pollibly could be devifed to procure females, 
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but at p.l~~fel1t they cannot obtain more generally than one-fourth 
-and by the laft accounts that I have feen from thence, the price 
given for prime females, to induce them to bring greater numbers, 
'exceeded by £. 5 per head what is given generally for the men. 

Can you allign any reafon for the 'fcarcity of female Slaveg ? 
I cannot give a fu fficient reafon-but polygamy is tolerated 

throughout Africa, and I believe many of the prime young females 
:l!- re kept as wives in the countries they pafs through.-With re­
fpect to the price generally given on the Gold Coaft for the male 
Slaves, more has been given by forty fuillings per head for m ale 
Slaves than fo r females; but the want of females, there bein g fo 
few fold, has induced them to increafe the price offered, wit l} in­
tent to get a greater proportion, if pollible, there being a greater 
dem:.md for them in the Ifland. 

Have you ever made a calculation of the amount of the value of 
European commodities exported yearly to the Coaa of Africa, 
in exchange for Slaves? 

No. 

Do you know to what amount anyone houfe fe:1ds goods to the 
Coaft of Africa? 

I know one houfe in London that has fent, including the value 
of their {hips, to the amount of £. 100,000 in a year.-I have been 
told there are houfes in Liverpool that fend more. 

Examined by Members of the Committee. 

You have faid that you had reafon to believe, that if a captain 
difcharged one feaman of his crew in the Weft Indies, the re­
maining failors were entitled to their difcharge alfo-why do you 
think fo? 

Beeaufe a certain number of feamen are engaged to go for the 
voyage. and fign a joint agreement to perform that voyage.-I 
have underftood that one man being difcharged by the commander, 
before the voyage was completed acc?rding to the covenant, the 
whole were entitled to their difcharge-and I think I have feen it 
tried in .the We{\; Indies, as far as my memory furni{hes me. 

You havdhted that in the years 1770, 177 1 , 1773, 1775, 1776, 
and 1780, you commanded Slave {hips, in wh ich you went to the 
Coafi of Africa to purchafe Slaves, and conveyed them to the 'v eft India Hland s-were 'thofe voyages profitable? 

1 beJie\ e they were all voyages that a certain profit attended. 
Can 
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Can you ftate the average proportion between the number of the 
Slaves contained in thofe fix veifels and the tonnage of the vef­
fels ? 

I have never calculated it. 

Did you ever hear of a diforder called the Locked Jaw, on the 
Coaft of Africa? 

It is not common in the -parts of Africa where I have becn­
I have heard inltances of it, -but it is not common. 

Or on hoard Slave ih~ps, on their paifage to the Weft Indies? 
1-do not recollect ever having had a Slave ill of that diforder 

,-on board ihip. 

-Do the Africans grow Yams on the Gold Coafl: ? 
Some few, at one or two particular places. 

Potatoes? 
Very few fweet potatoes. 

Rice? 
Nor rice. 

Any wheat? 
None. 

What -is the difference ,in price between a buihel of peafe, and 
,fuch beans as you carry to feed the Slaves with? 

Very little-I have fometimes bought beans at an higher 
price tha_n the peafe were; but I think, commonly fpeaking, they 
may be cheaper than the peafe by about two ihillings in the q uar· 
ter of eight bulhels. 

Is there any, and what difference, in the weight of a buthe! of 
: peafe and a bulhe! of beans? 

I cannot fay I ever weighed them-but I ihould think there 
was very little difference-I ihould think the peafe as heavy as 
the beans. 

Is the cuftomary allowance of peafe and beans to the Slaves 
equal in point of quantity-? 

ExaCtly. 
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Is the land on the fea {bore of the Gold Coail:' high or low? . 
On the Coaft it is generally low and rocky, but rifes as you· 

go inland-fome parts of it In the back of the country, within 
:your view, is mountainous. 

What is the depth of ' water, generally fpeaking, within 100 

yards of the b'each ? 
It is ilppoilible to reply to that gentmll1y-in the places where 

-the canoes land it !hoals more gradually dun where the rocks 
point out into the fea. 

. What is the. depth of water at -th e landing. places within 100 
yilrds? ' . 

At the difrance of loo..yards from the {hore, in .fome parts, I 
,think you might have fix o'r eight feet water-in other places 
:there is not more thaI! that depth of water at nearly the diilance 
. of a mile; and taking one time, commonly fpeaking, with another 
the fea bfeaks 300 yards from the !ho.re.-I would beg it to be 
underftood, that there are particular . feafons in the year, and 
:particular days in thofe feafons, when ' the fea is fmoother, and 
may not break twenty yards from the !hore-there are other feafons 
~when the fea breaks in fix fathom water. and in g.eneral the fea is 
:worfe near .the full and .chang.e of the moon. 

Dothe ·tides run {hong on the Gold Coail? 
Where the !hips lie 'at anchor you can perceive no tide ;-upon 

·-the !hore, I think, there is a rife ' and faU of about three feet­
:at moil I think three -feet. 

Do YOIl fpeak of three f~t pe~pendicular rcifing r 
I fpeak of .perpendicular. 

Do feamenin the African Trade leave any part of their monthly 
'wages to be :paid ,their wives .during their abfence? . . 

They do. 

What. proportion of ~heir wages do they g.enerally leave their 
wives? 

We do not ,in common allow feamen to leav.e monthiy money, 
conly thofe who have 'wives and families, or fame relation de­
pendent on them; and we 'allow them, under thore circum­
.il:ances, to leave from ·10 to J 5s. per month. 

Are {uch monthly .allowances .continued {o to be paid until the 
{hips 

I • 



{hips return, or advice comes of the death of the men, or of 
their having left the {hiE ,? 

Always. 

If a !hip mailer difcharges a feaman in the 'Wei1: Indies, with­
Dnt his conCent. and without juil: caufe for fo doing. is he not 
fubject to be prQ(ecuted by fuch feaman? 

I believe he is; and I believe the feaman en his return to this 
country will have a right to demand from the mal1:er who has 
difcharged him from the vdfel tull wages until the arrival of the; 
{hip in this country, notwithfranding he did not come in her. 

Do you know, of your own knowledge, that fuch pro(ecu ­
tions have been, and that the feaman fo pro(ecuting has not only 
received his wages for the whole voyage, but his own expences 
during his abfence, aQd until his return home? 

I do know that fuch profecutions have been had in this town, 
and that the feaman did recover the whole of his wages; but I 
do not recolleCt having heard that he received ' any thing f0f his 
pa!fage home, though it~ght have happened and I not h>ave 
l1eard it. 

Do you reckon the tonnage of the fix laft ve!fels in which you 
traded for Slaves according to the old or the new regifter? t 

According to the old regifter, nearly-I reckon the tonnage as 
nearly as r can recollect what it was-the lail: !hip was her actual 
tonnage; !he wa-s afterwards meafured, and I have il:ated at what 
ihe was meafured-as far as I can recolleCt, I have given the ton­
nage what it was. 

Have you got any of thofe tick beans YOll mentioned? 
I have by me fome of thofe beans. 

Have you any about you now? 
Yes. 

[Then the Witnefs produced a parcel of the faid beans, 
which were brought up to the table; and he delivered 
in the anfwer of the perfon to whom he fent for this 
[ample of beans, and who has always fupplied him 
during the time he has been concerned in the African 
trade.] 

The {aid anfwer was read, and is as follows : 

« Mr. 



~' Mr. Stray fays thefe are the only fort of beans 
c, 'that are fent to Africa, they are called tick-beans; 
" they are alfo fent to the Weft Indies for provifion 
" for the Negroes.-If eat when green, they are 
" equal to the garden beans produced at this time 
" of the year. 

" Horfe Beans are a different fort, and not ufed 
" for Slaves provifions. 

" Mr. Stray alfo lays, he does not know that the 
" tick beans are ufed for any other purpofe than 
" for exportation to Africa and the Weft Indies." 

Can you fay, of your own knowledge, whether the trade of the 
French to the coaA: of Africa is or is not increafed within thefe 
two or three years? 

I can fay I do know, to my own knowledge, that it :s very 
confiderably increafed within thefe two years, and that it IS now 
in an increafi,ng fiate. 

Have the French given a bounty on the importation of Ne-
groes into their Colonies? . 

They grant very confidcrable bounties; firll, upon the lhips 
that are fitted from France for that trade; and, fecondly, upon 
the number of Negroes, on each Negro imported into their Weft 
India Iflands.~I believe there are only two or three places in the 
ifland of St. Domingo where there is no bounty granted on the 
head of · the Negro imported-in all the reft of their Wefiern 
Iflands a bounty is always allowed. 

Whether the idea of the abolition of the Slave Trade by this 
country has not given additional vigour to the trade of France to 
the Coaf1: of Africa? 

Undoubtedly; :ljnd there are many adventurers in the French 
trade who are anxioufly watching the bufinefs now before this 
Haufe. 

The former part of the Evidence, relating to beans, 
being read to the Witnefs; he was aiked 

Do you know the com;parative. prices of horfe and tick 
beans? 

No. 

Do 



. Do you not know that when horfe-beans Cell from one guinea 
to 221. and 6d. that .. ~ick-beal1s are from 19 to 211. ? 

I do know that ti·ck-beans, at leaft the beans now on the 
table, have never been bought in this town, for the laft five 
years, for lefs than 341. per quarter i but they have frequently 
been fa . high as 48 I. and we have bought them at 52 s. in that 
time. 

Have you not ftated, that the beans fupplied for the ufe of 
the Negroes are what are ufually denominated on the Corn Market 
of London tick-beans? 

I 'have fa, and I have taken it from the information of per[ons 
refpeCl:able in that market. 

Do you not know that there are returns publilhed of the 
prices of different grain on the Corn Market of London? 

I believe there are-I would be underfrood to {peak to the price 
of thefe beans in the ftate they are when we purchafe them to 
put on board-what price they may be fold at, before they are 
kiln-dried and fplit, and their hulks feparated, I do not know. 

Do you know what is the number of fea~en u[ually employed 
in a lhip of 200 tons in the Well: India trade? 

I lhould imagine about fourteen. 

Do you know what is the ufual number of feamell emplQyed 
in a lhip to the Coaft of Africa in the .Slave Trade of ,he [arne 
tonnage? 

That muft depend in a great meafure on the part of Africa the 
lhip is bound to. 

To any part of Africa, to the river Cameroon for inftance ? 
About thirty, I lhould fuppofe. 

May not that veffel, on her return from the Weft Indies to 
London, be conveniently navigated by a numoer of [eamen not 
exceeding fourteen? . 

Not of fuch fort of men as a crew of an African !hip confifts of. 

May not fuch a vefi'el, when light, be Cafely navigated by eight 
or ten able [eamen and four or five landfmen ? 

With Ids. 

Whether the concern you are engaged in have not a faClory­
Ihip on the Coafr of Africa? 

~A We 

J 



r 253 ] 

We had- a 'fhip"that lay fame time longer at Annamaboe than 
.fue would have otherwife .dolfle, for the difpatch of other fhips. 

Didilie n0t lie there to rece-ive Slaves on board, for the 
greater difpat<ch ,of you·r other veifels which came to trade on the­
<Coafi ? 

She went out from England for the purpofe of laying fame 
time at Annamaboe to purchafe Slaves-fame part of which were 
,difpofed of ·in other veifels, in two or three veifels. 

How long did the lie there? 
I believe ihe lay there about fifteen or fixteen months. 

How many were her crew when ihe went out! 
1 believ'e thirty-five ·or thirty-fix. 

How many of thofe thirty-five or thirty-fix died during her 
fixteen months ftay. 

I am informed by the perfon who commanded her that ihe loft 
rOllr only in the fix teen months. 

, 

Have yc,)U, not heard that wars furniih fame part of the Slaves 
rOn the Coaft ? 

I have~ 

Have YOll not 'heard tbat numbers are ftolen b y the Black 
People? 

I have heard fame of the Slaves who come from the interior 
parts of the Country fay they had been fl:olen, but I never kne\v 
fuch a praCtice any where near the Coafl:. . 

Do you not know of i~fl:ances of Slave ihips being cut off by 
the Natives, bo,th in the rivers and in the Middle Paifage ? . 

Certain~ly, there have been inftances of fhips being cut off in 
the rivers by the N?-tives, and on the paifage by the Shves. 

Do you fpeak this of your own knowledge? 
Certainly.-Not that it eve-r happened to myfelL 

Do you apprehend that the Slaves would attempt to cut off the . 
'veffel, either in the .river or on the Middle Pufiage, if they were 
perfeCtly fatisfied at being tranfported from their Country, and with 
.their treatment on board the ihip? 

With refpeCt t@ their treatment on board ihip, 1 believe they 
,are~ in well-regulated ibips, in general fatisfied-but there are 

particulac 
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particular Nations who have religious Priefis among them, that 
induce them to make thofe attempts, with the expectation that 
they {hould get the !hip to fome {hore, where they would form a 
little community of their own.-There are other Nations again 
in Africa, who have an idea that the White People purchafe ·them 
wi th intent to take them to their own country, to kill, and eat 
them.-Thefe Negroes are Jometimes on board the, {hip a confider­
able time before they are perfectly reconciled.-There are other 
Nations, Slaves fold for crimes in the Country near the Water­
flde, who leaving their friends and families are for a time dif­
,contented, particularly while they lie ne~r th<e {hore, and do 
fometimes attempt to cut the {hip off, and by chance fucceed, wi,th 
a hope to get back to their family and country.-Thefe are the 
three particular caufes of infurrections in the (hips. 

As you have il:ated that the Negroes are fometimes fiolen wh() 
are brought down to be fold, 'can you fay that the perfons who en­
·deavour to cal:1fe infurrec1ions, on account of their having been 
t aken away from their friends and family, have been fold for 
crimes, and not ftolen ? 

I have Hated that I have heard Slave's fFOm the moil: interior part 
-of the Country fay that they were -frolen, but I have my d0ubts 
'whether that was the faa or no; and, fo far as relates to the country 
adjoining .the water .. I never heard of fuch a thing as Slaves heing 
flolen. 

Do you 'know any thing of the admini ftration of jufl:ice'1n that 
C ountry from which you have juft now il:ated Negroes to be fold 
from their friends and families for crimes ,? 

I have feen fome little matter 'of it, t hough I did ,not ,relide b ng 
.enough on {hore to be very ,competent to fpeak to it. 

, Do YOll apprehend -that a perron, having been {old on board the 
1hip for a crime, wou'ld be permitted to remain with his friends and 
f amily, ifhe was to e[cap e on ihore and ·return to them? 

Certainly ,I believe not. 

Are not you at this p refe nt t ime engag0d in th e African 
trade? 

Yes. 

What becam e of the {hip'S that were -run away with in t he Mid. 
dle Pa,ifage, and how far from {hore was it? 

Tho[e inftances after the fhips had left the Coaft have been ex­
tremely 
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tremely rare, and only ft"Otn one! part of Africa in particular, the 
~iver Gambia and its viciniry:-.-'they attempted to get the ihips, 
and have generally defrroyed all th~ Whites, except one or two, and 

,thofe they ;kepuo navigate. the ihip to, the ,firfr land they could 
,mak-€. , 

'·Wh.a-t lan'd-ajd they make? 
I thin~ I recolle.~ one inllance of their having got back to their 

Coafr-and anot-her ,pf,theihip's beingmct with at rea, and taken 
, PQif~~o.n .of. . 

How far ' ha4;the :fllip '}Yhichgot ' b:j.clq~pt from the Coafl:-? 
,I.d(Hl.0t·lmow, but not far-but this only from information. 

Are-nouhe men Slives in ·the Middle ,Paffage .generally fettered 
:' t{)geth~r ' by the legs-? " 

There are a certain prop.ortion df the men Sla,ves [0 fettered, but 
not all-Qut of a cargo from the Gold Coafr of 500, 120 or ,125 

< may be dtimated to be wOQlen and girIs...,...of the males at leaft 
100 to I.i 5 are ',from the age of I 5 down~ards~ tho[e are never 
put in Irons-and of the remaind\!r there is a certa1n proportion 

'who come 'from the moft interior part()f Africa who are quiet. 
,and are ,never put in Irons at all-So that at mpil: out of 500 

.. 1 ihould e!timate ther~ wouJd not be more than 200 or 230, or ~t 
, mofr z 50, that at anyone time on board the lhip wouJd be in fet­
,ters-and in the latter part of the pa1Tage near the W.efr Indie-s 
there would not be fo many. 

Defcribe the manner in which they are fe,ttered ,? 
They arc generally chained two and two together, the rig'ht 

leg of the one ~o the ,left leg (}f the other-fome p<\rt of thofe who 
are the mofr ,refolute and danger011s their h3,11ds al[o. 

, 'What :is -the :length of the ring-bolt between the fetters r 
The bol~ of-the fetters .is about fourteen or fifteen inches Iong­

,the 'fpace between the two {hackles might be about fix inches, but 
they are not all of one leng,th-they are proportioned to the frrength 

,and fize of the men. 

What is ,the weight of the leg fetters? 
Including the {hackle and the bolt, from two to three pounds­

.I never weighed them., but I fpeak from the price we pay for them 
-ourcufiomary ,price is one fuilling for the leg, and eight-pence 
for the 'hand . 

Are 
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Are they fettered 'lin th,c -night as well as the day, and in the 
[arne manner? 

No doubt they are . ' 

What is the largefr propo'rtion of Negroes to the tonnage of tho ' 
'{hip, that you had on board? ' 

Rather better than two to a ton. 

Had the Negroes ,room to lie en their backs in the night in thofe 
~eifeIs? . , 

Certainly. -

What was the. allowan.ce of water per man per day which you 
'took on board? 

The calculation I always made on the Gold Coa£l:, and that I 
believe is generally made" as far as my knowledge and experience 
goes, was from forty-five to fifty ,gallons per head for every perron 
on board, Whites as well as Blacks, for the palfage. 

Was the allowance the [arne from the ri ver Cameroon? 
I believe it was rathe~ m,ore. 

ATe the ·voyages of equal length, or nearly [0 ? 
They are nearly fa-That from Cameroon ,rather the long eft and 

more uncertain, but very little difference. 

Forhow ·many days is that allowance made? , 
The ufual palfage is from feven to nine weeks-and the c alcu­

lation when made is intended in cafes of neceffity for ninety days, at 
half a gallon per day-Provifion s are calculated in the [arne way for 
ninety days; and when the £h~ps fi nft leave the Co aft, for fame time, 
,till the time of the paifage is more exactly afcertained, attention 
is paid not far to exceed that allowance-but as the {hips get 
.into the South Ea£l: trade winds., after which they can calculate 
pretty nearly on their palfage there, if they have no t been too long 
in reaching there, t hey have generally as much water as they chufe, 
and provifions the [arne. 

Is not the water as w ell as ',provifion s flo wed in the hold? 
Yes. 

. Do you conceive it poffible, that on board a Guinea £hip on 
'the Middle Pafiage a diftillil)g machine could be placed, [0 as to 
.procure an additional quantity 'of water? 

4 B 
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No doubt it might-at prefent, out of London, in forne of the 

fuips that go for the greateft number of Negroes, a frill-head and 
worm is fixed to the top of the Slaves boiler. , 

• When you mentioned half a gallon of water a day, did you 
include what was ufed for boiling and other ufes, as well as 
dri~king ? 

No doubt of it. 

And then the Counfe! and Witnefs were direCted to 
withdraw. 

To report a Progrefs, &c. 
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Veneris, 19° die Junii 17 89' 

MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 

Taken before a Committee of the 
Whole Houfe, to whom it was re­
ferred to confider of the SJa\\e 
Trade. 

• 
Witnefs Examined, 

TH OMAS KING, Efquife. 
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COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe to confider further 

of the Circumftances of the Slave Trade, complained of 

in the feveral Petitions which were prefented to the 

Houfe in the laft Seffion of Parliament, relative to the 

State of the African Slave Trade. 

COunfel called in. 

The Counfel for the Petitions from Liverpool proceeded in their 
Evidence; and called 

ALE X AND ERA N DE R SON, Efquire, a merchant; 
he and his brother John Anderfon are in partnerlhip toge­
ther, and they are proprietors of Bance Hland, in Sierra 
Leone, and have been fo fr?m four to five years. 

Hav.e you during that time fhipped Slaves OR your own accolmt 
from thence to the Weft Indies ? ' 

Yes-feveral cargoes in that time .. to Tobago, Grenada, St. 
Chriftopher's, and South Carolina. 

What has been th.e mor~ality .among th.e Slaves In thofe 
voyages? 

About iJ j. per cent. 

Do you mean that average from the time they failed? 
I mean from the time of failing to the time of their arrival at 

the port of delivery. 

What has been the average of mortality in the Well: Indies, be­
tween their arrival there aad thl time of the fale in the Well: 
Indies? 

About J i per cent mar-e., 
4 C What 
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What time has generally elapfed between the time of their ar­
rival and the time of fale ? 

About ten days on the average. 

In the out-fit of thefe {hips hav,e you rent out things neceffary 
to fupport the- Negroes during the voyage? 
" Yes, what was coniidered fufficient, with the addition of rice 
which the Captain of the {hip might acquire on the Coaft-and we 
have always fupplied the {hip with wine for the fick Slaves, and 
alfo plen ty of l:nediG~nl?s. 

Has your Houfe aHempted to ' purchafe the commodities of 
Africa at Bance Ifland? 

We have, fuch as Ivory and Cam wood, the only produce in that 
part of the country fit for a European market. 

Have you been able to purchafe thofe commodities in any great 
quantity? 
. No, not ~ v~ry la,.rge quantity-I fuppofe about 120 tons of 

. Cam wood in a year; and about three or four tons of Ivory. 

. In Qrc;ler to i'Fl.Q.u,c@ you !' 'agents to purchafe thofe commodities, 
have you allQwed. them any advantages of commiffion ? 
, \Ve have allowed them a commifiion fuperior to the purchafe 
of SJaves-I flJppo(e abou.t three to one. 

0: Does Ca!1lwoQd grow 0\1 Bance-l11and ? 
No. 

Have you the calculation of the average of the mortality of.the 
Slaves which you have mentioned? 
" I have it in my hand. and beg leave to produce it; which con­
tains an account of the number of S'laves fbipped in each fbip on 
the Coail: of Africa-the tonnage of the fbip-the number of 
Slaves that died on board the fbip. from her leaving Africa to her 
arri val at the port of [ale, amoun ting to I i per cent.-and alfo 
an accQunt of the Slayes that have died from the fbip 's arrival at 
the port of fale until the cargo was difpofed of, which, as I men­
tioned, was about ten days, and amounts to I t per cent. which 
makes the. mortality from the fbip's leaving Africa till her cargo is 
f01d in the WeLt Indies under 3 per cent.-This ftatement is taken 
from our books, bills of lading, and letters. . 

Then the {aid ftatement was delivered in at the table, and 
read; and is as follows; viz. 

The 
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The Snow Mary, TI0 tons, Captain Bowie, ieft Banee Irland, in Sierra 
Leon River, Africa; and arrived at Charldl:own, in South Carolina (the 
place of her deftination) in 17 85 ...:;. 

The fame Snow, Captain McLeari, left Ditto, and arrived at St; Kite's, 
in 1786 ~ . --'- ..:-

The fame Snow, and fame Captain, left Ditto, and arrived at Charleftown, 
in South Carolina, the place of her ddl:ination; but upon her arrival 
there flie found their ports {hut againft the importation of Slaves, and 
flie was therefore obliged to proceed for St. Kitt's, where {he arrived in 
17 87, after performing a doubl'e voyage 

The Ship Concord, J 30 tons, Captain Dove, left Banee Illand, and ar-
rived in Tobago, in 17 87 -'-

The fame Ship, Captain Smith, left Ditto, and arrived in Grenada, in 
17 88 ~ --. -, --

The Ship Duke of Buccleugh, 240 tons, Captain McLean', left Ditto, 
lind arrived in Grenada, in 17 89 ...... ---

Note.-That a Number of the above, per Duke of Buccleugh, were 
fickly, and had bad Sores when {hipped. 

Landed Died af-
Number I Died -\ in Ame- ,ter land-
of Slaves on the rica and lng, and I Sold. {hipped. Palfages. the Weft before 

Indies. the Sales. 

- --- --- ---

157 None 157 3 154 

154 3 lSI 2 149 

143

1. 
3 

14° I. 1·39 
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23 1 2 229 228 

373 3 365 7 35? 
--- ---- --- --- ---
1>3 18 21 1,297 16 1,281 . 

- ----- --- --- -

It appears from the above Statement, that there was not 1 !- per cent. loft by deaths on the pafra,ges ; 
and not ~ 1 ~ per cent. loft by death after landing, and 

fales of the cargoes. 
before the 

in all not - ... 3 per cent. 
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'Doeo your houfe keep faCl:ories and warehoufes on the ifland r 
We keep warehoofes with goods to a confiderable amount on. 

Ifhe i!land~and faCtories with goods on other parts of the Coaft. 

Do you keep agents in the i!land to .conduCl:your trade? 
<One agent. and feveral clerks. -

:In what way is that tr~de condtrCl:ed'? 
Chiefly with "the Natives-by purchafing Slaves, Cam wood. 

and Ivory, from them,' and loading :our ownihips with thofe 
:goods; and when our own {hips are not on .the Coaft, chartering 
with others. 

Are there any inhabitants ,.on tihe ifiand lJut thofe w.hich ,are 
,dependent upon you? 

None. 

Have "you ever had it -in '.contemplation to raife prodHceon the 
inand for exportation? . . 
. We once had an intent of fettling a Cotton plantation in the 
neighbourhood, and would have tried the experiment, but were 
,difiuaded frol1}it by our friends who had a -local-knowledge of the 
country~ on account of the impoilibility .Qfmaking the Natives of 
Africa labour; and I am certain that we .could :have made a good 
plantation from the land we had, and the number of Slaves we 
have conftantly in our employment, could we make them work. 

Was .Mr. Richard Ofwald ever proprietor of Bance Wand? 
He was for about twenty or thirty years prior t() ,our pur­

<chafe, which was in 17-85" 

Do you know whether he ever had it in contemplatiGl'll to make 
an y plantation there? 

I have heard he frequently regretted th at he could not make 
the :people labour-and, in J783, be gave directions to one of his 
captains going upon ,the Coaft, to ofter a. premium to the Natives 
for .Indigo and Cotton .; and gave him directions, that the Slaves 
upon B ance ifland who confrantly refided there might be em­
ployed ,in the ,cultivatcion ·of Rice; but it was all without any 
effect. 

Have you a ·copy .of the order fo ziven ? 
v. page z8}. Yes. 

( 
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Was Bance Ifland taken by the French? 
Yes, in 1778; or thereabouts. 

By what name are the Slaves on Banee iiland diftinguilhed ? 
They are called Grumettas. 

What became of them when the French took the Ifland ? 
They all abfconded and went into the woods; and after the 

French had left the river Sierra Leone they all returned, except 
one, who was fuppofed to have died in the woods. 

How many of thefe Grumettas belonged to your houfe ? 
From 220 to 230. 

In what manner are they employed? 
A few of them are employed in navigating our craft along the 

Coaft, and in fupplying our out-factories with goods, and bring­
ing back the returns to Bance Ifland. 

Have you had any late accounts from Bance Wand? 
We freguently hear from thence-I heard to-day. 

Have you had any account from your agent of the fettlement of 
the Free Negroes fent out from this country at the mouth of the 
river Sierra Leone? 

Our laft- letters do not mention any thing of them; but other 
letters Mve. 

What do thofe letters mention about them? 
They mention a great mortality that has been among there 

peo'ple; and I iliould [uppofe, that of the number that left this 
country, which I believe was about 470, there are not now alto­
gether alive above 100. 

Have you any extracts of letters relative to them, and with 
refpeCt to their conduct ? 

The witnefs informed the Committee, That he had copies 
of thOle letters in his hand. 

It was objected to in the Committee, that the original let­
ters ought to be produced. 

And the Cou'nle1 'and Witnefs were directed to 
withdraw. v. page %71. 

4 D :And 



And it being the [en[e of the Committee, that the original 
'" ih()uld be produced. 

The Counfel were called in, and acquainted therewith; 
and the Counfel proceeded to call 

Captain J A COB LOR A N, Mafter of a {hip, a mer­
chantman-has been engaged in the Weft India Trade as Captain 
20 years. 

How many voyages have you made from Great Britain to the 
Weft Indies, and how many from the 'V eft Indies to Great Bri· 
tain, in that time? 
. About fifty • 

. Ih that number do you reckon the voyage out and the voyage 
home as difrina voyages? . 

Yes-the .voyage out as one, and the voyage home as another. 

What is the praaice in that trade, as to the captains of {hips 
bringing home all the failors they carry out? 

. Very often when we arrive in the country the failors run away 
from' us', and we are obliged to employ others to bring the {hip 
home again. 

Are you obliged by the laws of the i£lands in the Weft Indies 
to bring home all the failors you carry out? 
. There is an act in the i£land of St. Chriftophers, that we are to 
Iea,,-e'no failors on !hare which we have carried out-We enter into 
a bond, With one fecurity, in a penalty I think of £.2,000 cur­
rency, that we will carry them off the iiland again. 

Notwithftanding that law and that penalty, have you been able 
t'o pteven t the failors from. deferting in the Weft Indies? 

No. 

, boes the fame law prevail in other iflands, as well as at Saint 
Chriftophers ? 

I cannot fay. 

Does it extend to ihips coming to that iiland from other places, 
as \Fell as from Great Britain? 
. Yes. ' 

Have 



Have you been often obliged to hire {ailors in the Weft Indies
J 

to affiil: in navigating your !hip back to Great Britain? 
Very often. 

Did you know from what veffels thofe railors came to you? 
Not particularly-fome from merchantmen, fame from Guinea­

men. 

Have you ever !hipped many from Guinea-men? 
I have had four, five, or fix from Guinea-men at a Time. 

. Do you know in what manner the failors quitted the Guinea­
men to come on board your {hip? , 

The failors in general look upon the Weil: Indies to be a fecond 
port of delivery, where they infift on their difcharge, many of 
them-they come on board our fhips, where we generally give 
them more money for the run home than they would get by 
their month's wages on board the {hip they were in. 

By that fhip, do you mean an African {hip? 
I mean the merchant {hips in general, African and other,s. 

With refpeCt to what {hip, and in what trade, do ,you mean 
that the Weft Indies is confidered as the fecond port of deli­
very? 

Th,e African trade in particular. 

If the captain {hould refufe to difcharge fuch {ailors at the Weft ' 
Indies~ as the fecond port of delivery, would the laws of the 
ifland compel him to do fa ? • 
. I cannot fay. 

Are the failors then of the A frican !hips deurous of coming 
on board {hips from the Weil: Indies in the Weft India trade, 
for the fake of the incrcafe of wages in the run home to Eng- , 
land? 

Moil: certainly that is their reafon. 

What wages are given them for their run home' to England? 
, I have known them as high as from 25 to 30 guineas, and the 

fame number of gallons of rum. ' 

Do you fpea!;; this of war time? ' 
Yes. 

". ~ ... . -

Wha.t 
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What in general may be the wages of the run home in time of 
peace ? 

From {even or eight to ten guineas, according to the fcarcity 
or plenty of hands. 

Have the failors any rum befides the eight or ten guineas? 
They generally make their agreement for a gallon of rum 

for every guinea. 

Examined by Members of the Committee. 

You have ftated, that it is a common praCtice for {eamen to get 
eight or ten guineas for the run home from the Weft Indies in 
the time of peace, can you ftate an inftance of that within your 
own ·knowledge? 

I can. 

State that inftance. 
In the year 1775, at Dominica, the {hip Amherft had four by 

the run-I was mafter, and gave eight guineas and eight gallons 
of rum. . 

Do you command a {hip now? 
Yes. 

Has any {uch thing happened within your knowledge In the 
courfe of this peace? 

None. 

Do they not engage the {eamen, in every trade you have been 
in, to perform the voyage out and home.? 

We do. 

Explain to the Committee what you mean by the Sailors coming 
home by the run, when men are engaged to perform that 
Iervice? . I 

When we go to the Weft Indies it is a general praCtice for 
{ailors to go on {hore.on our arrival-It is well known that what 
the {ailor firH: flies to is to get grog-they drink {a much, and get 
fo far intoxicated; that the firfi: captain who is going away al\d 
wants men, by advancing them a little money (they having run 
in debt) _they go along with him for the run . 

'Does 

( 



Does this frequently happen before they are paid that part of 
their wages on their arrival in the Weit Indies, or afterwards? 
, We pay them no half wages in the Wefl: Indies, they are en. 
titled to none until one .month after their arrival in the river 
Thames on their return. 

Do you mean that the number of men that run away in the 
W·eit Indies are the crews of the ihips employed in the Weft 
Indian or African trade? 

Men I believe run from both of them. 

Do you make no diftinCl:ion ·r 
. I can make none. 

Did you ever know an initance of the bond being carried 'into 
execution againit the maiters for leavi~g their men ,in the Weft 
Indies? 

I have known the -recurity bei·ng threatened; and I have feen 
a fecurity pay for a rnafier £. 40 for a Man who has been 
left. 

Does this apply ·to the bond 'for £.2,000, or is it by any 
other law? 

It applies· to ·the bond, whieh the Churchwardens.threatened to 
fue. . 

Do notfeamen running away from their mafters in the Weft 
?.Indies forfeit all their wages? 

By the articles they fign with us they do. 

Are not feamen more [carce at Dominica .than at the older 
eftablifhed Iflands ? 

They happened to be Icarce when I was there, and we ihipped 
thofe people. 

Was it not owing to that circumftance that you paid [0 much 
for the run? 

Not altogether, I believe. 

To what other caufe was it owing ? 
When I fee a good hearty fellow, that I can put a trufi in .in 

. a gale of wind, I always give him a guinea or two more tl1an a 
,rnanJ cannot confide in. 

Do 



Do you ' ever enquire where the feamen come from that you 
have? 

I believe there was one or two came out of a Guinea {hip, 
Captain Hannel-came to Mr. Vanfrer, merchant. 

Do you never employ thofe belonging to the king's {hips as 
well as the merchants ihips ?' 

I have employed them out of the king's ihips, with the leave 
of the captains. . 

Do you ever ferve the feamen with fpirits. tobacco, and doaths 
on their voyage to or from the Weft Indies? 

From the port of LoIWlon I lay them in necefI"aries-on our 
.arrival in the Weft Indies I allow each man half a pint of rum 
~ day. 

The queftion was, Do you ever fen fpirits, tobacco, and doaths 
to the feamen ? - .. 

N ever in my life~ 

Have fai10rs freCfuently quitted yaurlhip in the Weft Indies? 
N at more than they genen~lly do others. 

Do they quit · Weft India fhips in general in confiderable 
numbers? 

I know an infrance, about four months ago, that the foremafr 
,\\nen, all but one, left the ihip: 

Was YOlt ever profecuted yourfelf on thi-s bond.:? 
Noton acco.untof failors,Ihaveon accountof a Negro-The bond 

frates, ' You are to hring nobody off .the 11land, or leave any 011.'­

The Negro flowed himfelf away in myibip-he was never perceived 
till three day-s after we failed-l brough.t him :to London-tloathed 
him-took l1im home to my haufe-he ftaid there about four 
weeks, and then ran away.-On my return to St. Chriftopher's, I 
was fued for ni.nety-eight pounds" the value of tlue Negro; which 
I was obliged to pay. 

Have failors ever left your lhip in the W,eft Indies? 
Very often. 

Is it cu:ftomary for failors to leav.e their {hips? 
Very cuftomary. 

Do 
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Do you know a'ny reafon why all tho{e foremaft men left the 
!hip? 

No. 

If their wages, forfeited by defertion, were applied to the main­
tenance of Greenwich Hofpital or the Merchant Seaman's Ho­
fpital, infread of putting it into the pockets of the mall:ers and 
owners, would defertion, in your judgment, be as frequent as you 
have flated it to be at prefent ? 

In my opinion, neither owners or mailers get any of the de{er­
tion money. 

Do not the articles which you have made the feamen fign fri­
, pulate that their wages, in cafe of defertion, £hall go to the mafter 

and owners? 
They do. 

Then how can you reconcile that to what you {aid before? 
When a feaman runs away, he generally applies to a lawyer, and 

the act is over-ruled generally. 

When the railors run away, do you gener~lJy £hip as many in 
their room, by the run? 

We generally pick up Ollr {hip's company, if we can get 
them. 

Is not the fum you give them by the run adequate to what the 
owner or captain gets by their defertion ? 

I never knew the owner or captain get a farthing by their de­
{ertion in my life. 

Is not what you give to a railor to come home by the run 
generally more than the amount of the wages due to him who 
deferts? 

A good deal more, and a very heavy charge to the {hip. it is to 
have their men run away. 

What becomes of the forfeited wages? 
I do not know. 

Do not Wefr India £hips, homeward-bound, defire to come 
ftronger handed home than they go out? 

hl general they do. 

Is 



c Is not the whole crew of a Well: India {hip paid .their whole 
'river pay, with a certa.in advance of wages, on their leaving 
Gravefend? 

Always. 

'What is their advanced wages? 
. . In general a month's pay in hand-and mont-hly notes left with 
feve~al of the failors wives, for fo muc.h a month until the {bip's 
arrival back in London. . 

Whether their mon'th's pay in advance, and the monthly allow­
ance left to the wives, and which is to continue till the {hip's re­
turn, o.r advice from the maficr that the {eaman has left the {bip, 
does not in general amount to the whole wages due to [eamen. 
when they run from their [hips in the Well: Indies? 

Generall y more. 

Are not you of opinion that the interell: of the owner is materi­
ally benefitted by having all the people who go out in his [hip 
~eturn home again ? ' , 

Certainly. 

Whether {hips of really equal tonnage by r-egifier , do net ma­
terially differ in the tonnage which they carry? 

Very much. 

Whether, fuppofing two fhips of 300 tons each, carpenter 's 
tonnage, confequently regifier t01)nage, the one having nine fee t 
depth of hold, the other twelve, would . not the latter carry near 
eighty tons more than the formei ? 

She would certainly carry mOre. 

Does the difference'in., the depth ~f the hold make any difference 
in the meafurement of the fhip? 

_ I cannotJpeak to that at prefent, for they at prefent meafure 
by two or. three, different ways. 

Whether the mode of meafuring a fhip is not by the length of 
. her keel, and the breadth of her beam? 

The len,gth of the keel, the breadth. and half breadth of her 
beam. 

If that then is the mode of meafuring a fh~p, can the.depth , of 
her hold have any thing to do with her tonnage? 

No. 
,Are 

« 
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Are you acquainted with the general confiruction of the Afri­
can fuips ? 

No, not particularly, I never was in the trade. 

Are you generally acquainted with them, or at all ? 
I have been fometimes on board an African fuip. 

Do fou not know, that they are generally ,",uih much iliarper, 
:lnd of Ids capacity in the hold, than Weft India !hips of the 
fame tonnage by meafurement? . 

The Weft India merchantment are built [for burthen, full; 
and in general, I believe, the African !hips are built for fl)iring, 
iharp built. , 

Did you ever fail in a Weft lndiaman of about 200 tons bur-
then? 

No, none fo fmall. 

What was your fmalleft? 
About 320 tons. 

State what was the heighth between decks, and the depth of the 
hold, in that veifel? 

Thirteen feet hold-fix feet eight inches between decks, from 
deck to deck. 

Can you flate in general terms what was the homeward-bound 
cargo of fuch a veifel ? , 

When ihe was full I have hid 625 hog1heads of fugar and 
pun~heons .of rum. 

Can you diftingui1h how many hoglheads and how many pun­
-cheons? 
. 525 hoglheads, and 100 puncheons of rum, bdides feme other 
fmall calks. 

What proportion of that cargo was ftowed between decks, and 
how much in the hold? 

About 480 hogfheads of fugar in the hold, and the reft be-
tween decks, and [orne rum on the deck. . 

What is 'the name of the lhip from whence the foremaft me~ 
deferted, which you mentioned? 

Captain Maynard, of Mont{errat, but I do not remember the 
name of the !hip. 

4 F Do 
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Do you mean to fay, that all 1:1,,;: lA1.ip's ~omp~il.y ~n.difcriminately 
have all the monthly note~ iifued, or only to mdlvlduals that the 
captain is acquaintea wltn, and can 'rely upon? 

Not all the ihiis company. 

In what proportion then? 
Sometimes one.;.third, fometimes more, or fometime6 lefs, as 

they have wives and famil ies. 

Did you ever load the ihip of 320 tons with meafurement 
g-oods? 

Never. 

And then the Witnefs was direCted.to withdraw. 

Mr. ANDERSON being again called in, he produced a letter, 
mentioned by him in the fonner part of his evidence, 

- dated Bance !Gand, 18th July 1788; and fo much thereof 
as relates to the fubjeCt in queftion was read j and is as 
f.alloweth; viz. 

" Thenew fettlers. at Sierra Leone prove to be a very 
" dangerous bad fet of people: On their firft arrival they 
" aaed in a very in[olent manner, firft in maltreating 
" every perf on fent out at a very great expence by go-
4C vernment for to affift and keep them in order, but 
" they looked upon themfelves better than any White 
" people that came otlt or was fettled in the Country; 
" and after they fold the tools, and every fupply that 
" was fo generoufly fupplied by government, to enable 
" them to rai[e produce, and fubfift themfelves in a de­
" cent mllnner; inftead of which they go over the 
~, Country, [orne of the induftrious. to pick up poultry, 
cc or any refreihments. to fell to the ihipping that fre­
" quents this river, but the greatefi: part for no other 
" purpofe but to rob and plunder.-About fix months 
" ago one of their canoes happening to ftop at the 
cc mand, infulted the doaor of a veifel belonging to 
" Briftol, who was ' landing fome goods for me at the 
" wharf. and with a drawn cutlafs was going to cut 
" him down, had I not gone down and interfered, and 
" "rdered ~hem iDto their canoe, where one Smith, the 

, " principal, 

• 
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" principal, behaved in a very infolent manner, and told 
" the doCtor, that if ever they lhould catch him at the 
H fettlement, they would tie him up and flog him; fol' 
" which behaviour I told Smith, that if he ever came 
" alhore again, I would put him in irons, as no perfon 
.. doing buunefs here '{bould be infulted.-On the In­
" diaman's arrival, I found him upon the Iftand, and 
H again making fome frdh difiurbance, upon which I 
" fent for him, and told him, that if he did not leave the 
" IDand direCtly, I would put him in irons; he went 
" down to the beach, where he took a loaded mulket, 
" and, in the hearing of five or fix of the Grumetters, 
<c faid, that he would {boot me, or the firfi perfon that 
" attempted to fi:op him; which threat being told me, 
" I went down to him-he fitting in a canoe with 
" his mulket-I defired him to deliver it up, infiead 
" of which he cocked it, and put himfelf in a firing 
H pofition,' but the Grumetters feeing his intentions, 
" jumped into his canoe, and difarmed him, when 
" I ordered him to be put in irons, where he 
" was confined on the Hland for fome time. Some 
" others of them having behaved very badly, and al­
H ways for the mofr the place was pefiered with eight 
" or ten of them, and they mofily coming on the 
" Ifland in the night-time, and frequently going like­
" wife under cloud at night, made me very uneafy, 
" though I had frequently told them they were neither 
" to land nor lene the Wand when landed but in the 
H day-time; which deure they paying no regard to, 
" forced me to frop any of them coming upon the 
" Ifland either by day or night, as I was afraid they 
"would be committing fome mifchief or other, 
H which fears 1 foon found was well grounded. for, 
" on the 17th June I found on tae morning that the 
" cloth-frore was broke open.-Indofed you have a 
" paper fiating what mcafures I took to find out 
" the thieves, and the proceedings thereupon, to which 
" I refer. We were exceeding lucky in the deteCting 
" this robbery :-1 commonly walking whenever I get 
" up to fee what canoes are going up or down the 
" river to the fouth-eafi: part of the Ifland, happening 
" to walk there within two or three weeks of the rob­
U bery, twice found a canoe of the new fettlers, who 
" were concealing themfelves there, as I fufpeCted for 

If no 
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H no good purpofe, as they could not be fc:en till we 
" were within two or three yards of them, or right over 
" their heads. On the morning of the robbery, I 
" h appen ing to take my ordinary walk, was furprifed 
" at feeing a bun ch of barleycorn-beads lying "on the 
" ground and on looking round, found five or fix bunches 
" more; upon which I got the keys of the fiore, and 
" found fome pieces of cloth at the foot of a ladder, 
" and on going up to the upper part, f<?und they had 
" b l!lflt open a window f and on enquiring found a 
" canoe that had come down with rice.-About two 
" that morning faw a -canoe lying under the point, 
" the watch faw a canoe pars down the river afterwards; 
" from all which circumftances I concluded it was the 
" new [ettlers, and immediately fent ,a canoe well man­
" ned with fame of our man: aCtive people. offering 
" 100 bars reward, and on their finding au t the 
" thieves, defired them to tell the heads if they did 
" not deliver them up, I would fiop and catch everyone 
'" belonging to the fettlement that paifed the Hland; on 
" which they delivered them up: They were a very def­
" perate fet of blood-thidry villains; and on my flopping 
" them from coming on the Iiland, they had threatened, 
" if they could get me in a proper place, they would 
" make minced collops of mc. Thefe " threats, and 
" their otber bad behaviour, made me refo.}ve to fend 
" them ofF; and I have put them on board of a French 
" veifel for 5t. Domingo. I have fome reafon to think 
" that there may be fame refleCtions on me for fending 
" them off, particularly as they were fent out under the 
" fanCtion of government. I brfl intended keeping 
" them for a king's ali?, but as there is but one called 
" here thefe eight years; and .the danger of keeping 
" them upon the ifland, likewiIe .their poifoning the 
" principles of the people of the ifland, as well " as to 
" deter others frDm the like attempts" as -it was the 
" moll: daring one that ever wa" committed in this 
.. , country, i.t was .neceifary to ad: with refolution in 
<.< the fuppre1rtng of it ..; for where the people of this 
," country fee people afraid of .them, they are con­
.." fiantly impofing upon them; but when they fee a 
" perfon not afraid of them, and will refen,t their in­
" .f ul ts, there is no danger of their being inful ted. 

4' ,(Signed} James Bowie." 

IReferrea 

( 
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I Referred to in the afore going extraCt.] 

." The ftore of Bance Wand being broke open on the 17th 
." in£lant, upon which James Bowie, agent of Bance 
.. , Wand:, offered a reward of oile hundred bars for the 
'" djfcovery of the offenders, who proves to be five of 
'" the new fettlers at Sierra Leone, and were apprehended 
" and delivered up to the faid James Bowie, by their 
~, own people, who collected the following gentlemen, 
'" and fome of their own people, before whom the fol­
.. , lowing declarations were made, viz. 

" John Ormond, merchant, Riopongas. 
'" Alexander Nichelfon, mafl:er, {hip Martha, Liverpool. 
'" William Ballingall, mafl:er, {hip Lively, London. 
'" Thomas Molineux, mafrer, {hip Eliza, Liverpool. 
H Robert Sterling. 
« George Rogers. 
~., Thomas Brown • 
. " And five of the new fettlers. 

" Lewis Sterling. one of the prifooets, declares, That 
'" Robert Moore, with the affi.fl:ance of John Lenden, 
.. , and him[elf, they fixed a ladder oppofite the window 
" of a £lore at Bance Ifland, and broke open the win­
U dow-then Robert lV{oore went into the frore and £loIc 
.. , a quantity of goods, and delivered them to him and 
" Londen, who carried them to the canoe-Richard 
." Bradley was at fame time keeping watch, and Adam 
." Sab was taking care of the canoe, employed in the 
" plunder." 

" Robert Moore deciares, That Bradley propofed the 
.. , people and canoe coming up the river to purchafe 
4' necelraries, and flopped upon the back of the Iiland 
,,' waiting for the tide-Sterling then came on {hore, 
" and faid, ' Let us try to get fomething here out of the 
" £lore,' it being then about two o'clock in the morn­
" ing. Sterling bringing with him a hammer,endeavour­
" ed to break the lock of the frore, but could not.­
" Afterwards Sterling went to the back part of the 
" fiore, and difcovered a window aloft on tbe upper 

4- G " ftory 
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" fiory-,afterwards ran to Robert Moore and Jobn 
" Londen, and acquainted them that he had fou nd 
" a window, and faid fomething might be done there ; 
" upon which all three laid hold of the ladder, which 
" laid by, and reared the fame againft the wall, con­
" venient for the window-Londen went up firfi, who 
"could not force open the window-then Sterling 
" went to affifl, and made a great deal of noife with 
" the window, and broke it, but could not get the 
.. bolt out fo as to opea the window-when he went 

-({ and got it out. Sterling afterwards tried to get in the 
" window, but could not-he then went in himfelf, and 
" opened different chefts, and ftole a number of different 
" articles to a coniiderable amount, until he was called 
" out by the others, and came down to the canoe, 
,,- where he found the goods depofited by his comrades­
" then they all proceeded to Captain Thomp[on's Bay, 

-" :md fecreted their plunder in the Eufh-afterwards 
" were divided into five equal parts, and each perfon 
" took his proportion." 

" Adam Sab declares, That he affifted in bringing the 
" canoe up the river, with intention to go to Tomba 
"to pUl'chafe cloth and rice, for which purpo[e about 
" two and half gallons rum was brought with them ; 
" but the tide being they came at the back of 
" Bance Hland; after which four of them came afhore, 
" he remaining with the canoe till the people returned 
" with fome pipes about two o~clock in the morning; 

- " after which they went away again, he remaining ftill 
"with the canoe, and heard a canoe pailing with a 
" number of people finging; [oon the four pevple who 
.. were out returned with '{mall and the third 
H time they completed the plunder, and immediately 
" proceeded down to Captain Thomp[on's Bay, and car­
" ried them into the Bu{h; where, after dividing them 
4( in five {hares, the people of the [ettlement feized 
.. upon thel"!l and the goods, as they were returning to 
" their own habitations." 

" John Londen declares, He was in the canoe with 
" the other four, and affifted in bringing her up to 
" Bance Wand, in expeCtation of getting rice, when 
" Moore and Sterling went on ihore ~bout two o'clock 

.. in 
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« in the morning, leaving the canoe to the other three; 
H fool1 after they returned with fome pipes, on which 
" they all, except S.ab, went up to the fiore, and di[­
" covered a ladder on the ground, when he ailifted the 
" other three in rearing the fame convenient for the 
"window, after they found they could not break open 
" the fiore-door with a hammer; afterwards Moore or 
" Sterling broke open the window, he is not certain 
" which; when the window was open, Moore Wf.:nt in, 
" and handed out the goods to him and Sterling, Brad­
" ley being upon the look-out, and Sab was in the ca­
" noe in waiting; and all except Sab affifted in. carrying 
" down the fame, and Sab receiving them." " 

" Richard Bradley declares, That he came with the 
" others with an intention to buy cloth at Tomba, but 
" not to his knowledge with a view to commit plun­
"der, but fiood by, and was an eye -witnefs to the 
" fame; but fays, he feveral times begged of them to 
" defifi from taking the goods: he declares, that he 
"had a cutlafs, and Sterling and Moore had each a 
" bayonet, and afterwards amfied in carrying the canoe 
" back to Captain Thomp[on's Bay, and received a 
" ~are of the plunder." 

The two following witneifes depo[e as follows : 

" The Governor, John Lucas, declares, That the next 
" day after the canoe came from Bance 11land, and the 
" plunder was committed, I wen t up toward Robert 
" Moore"s hou[e, who was within doors; I called to 
" him, but I received no an[wer, [0 wen t away, not hav­
" ing any [ufpicion of the robbery. I did not get far 
" from his hou[e before he called me back, and told me 
" he was bufy within his room, which was the reafon he 
" did not give me all ani\'Jer at firfi. I then enquired 
" if he had nothing eIfe to tell me; but at the fame 
" time a cafe bottle of rum was upon his table, and 
" he offered me a drink of it. By the time I had made 
" the grog, Adam Sab, one of the prifoners, come in 
" likewife, to whom I faid ' You went out yefierday and 
" returned very early-where did you go ?' he anfwered, 
H He went no farther than King Nanbana's, who was 

" indebted 
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.U indebted to him, and he went to recover his debt • 

... but pid not r~ceive it. After that, Moore made me 

." apre[~nt of a couple of pipes for my wife, and Moore's 
" wife further made me a pre[ent of two rings. I theJil 
" went home to my houfe after receiving the prefent., 
" and Moore"s wife followed me"and afked me to buy 
" a pair of ear-rings for my wife. I told her if I raw 
" thenl I would- !he !hewed me an odd one-I faid, ' If 
" you will bring the pair, 1 will buy them; and defired 
" !he would leave the one and fetch the other, aned 
" when I had them both would give her a bar; fa fhe 
" went away, but did not return, leaving the one upon 
" the table, where it remained till Smart came into the 
" houfe; I was then Deeping., but he awakened me.; 
" he Caw the ring, and knew it, and enquired how.r 
" came by it, which I acquainted him. He then in­
" formed me Bance IDand ftore was broke open; that 
" he knew the ring, having before feen it. 1 went ou.t 
" and informed Mr. Studdard and Mr. Cambridge. Af­
" ter the affair was generally known, a number was 
" willing, and offered to ' affifi in difcovering the offen­
.. ders, fa I went with fame of them, and feized upon 
" Sterling as a fufpicious perfon ;-he, after {orne con­
., verfation, came down to the place where the goods 
" and other people were concerned in the rQbbery, and 
" then confeffed as being an accomplice. Myfelf, with 
•• others, went into his haufe, and found them divid~ng 
" the fpoils in five !hares, and feized upon the fame, 
" and delivered the fame to Smart, and all the fi ve was 
" ac,cordingly put in irons; they. afterwards got out, 
" but was again apprehended and delivered to James 
" Bowie; and the fifth., Bradley, delivered uF himfelf. 

" Charles 8.tadhart, chief jufiice of the fettlement4 

" declares as follows .: 

" I was at King Tom's Town; when I returned I 
" was feized with a fever, whic.h obliged me to take 
" to my bed. The next morning, about 9 o'clock, Mr~ 
" Lucas, governor, and Mr. Richard[on, private fett ler, 
-', came to me, and [aid, We wi!h you would call 1.\1r. 
" Cambridge, who with you come to me, as I wi lli 
," .to fpeak to you; for Smart is juft come t.o me, an d 

" tells 

(I 
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H tells me very bad news, of our people having broke 
" open Bance lOand frore, and fome rings are in Mrs. 
~, Moore's po{fetllon, who brought them to Mr. Lueas 
" to difpafe of; and when Smart came he found 
" a ring upon the table, and faid, the place where 
" that ring came from mufr be more things, as he 
" knew the faid ring to be Bance Wand 's property; 
" and directly after applied for a [ea.-reh warrant, and 
" aifembled all the people of the fettlement, and they 
" all gave it as their opinion, that it was very proper 
" to endeavour to apprehend them who had committed 
.. the robbery. They all faid they would endeavour 
" to ·d.ifcover the offenders, for the fake of their own 
" characters, that it !hould not be thought that it was 
" a general plan of the people of the fettlement. They 
" then went in fcarch of the offenders, and met Sterling, 
" 'whom they feized upon [ufpicion, who immediately 
" led them tQ the place whete the goods were depo­
" fited, where was Moore, LOl~den, Sab, and Bradley, 
" whom they feized upon, with ' the gooes, and deli­
'" Evered them up, with Sterling, to Mr. Smart-the 
" faid hve offenders confetllng, before the whole fet­
" tlement, to ~ave been guilty of plundering the {tore 
" of Captain James Bowie at Bance Ifland, where they 
" procured the goods feized upon. 

" The perfons whofe names are hereto fllbfcribed, 
" having taken the afore-written evidences and decla­
" rations into confideration, it is their opinion, That 
" it would be highly imprudent and dangerous to fuf­
" fer fuch notorious characters to remain longer in the 
"countrv, thel'efore fentenced them to banifhment, 
" being -the milde{t puniihment that could be inflicted 
« upon crimes, which would in any other part of the 
" world be punifhed with Death. 

" John Ormond, 
" Wm BallingalJ, 
" Robert Stirling, 
•• Thomas Brown, 
., John vVarriner, 
" Tho' Molineux, 
" George Rogers, 
.. Alexander Nichelfon." 

4 H 

Signed at Bance 
lDand, the 26th 

June 1788 . 

The 

\ 
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The .W.itnefs was then alked, 

Was Mr. Bowie your agent or manager at that time? 
He was. 

Was Mr. Smith afterwards your agent there? 
NQ-he commanded one of our ihips. 

Did you receive any letter from him on the fubject of [et­
tlers? 

I have a -letter from him, which I beg leave to produce. 

The faid letter, dated Bance Ifland, the 8th February I78<}, 

was delivered in at the table ,; and the following extract 
thereof read j viz. 

" 
" 
." 
" 
." 
." ... , 
,« 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" I landed ·the ·two 'paffengers at tbe new fettle­
ment in good health j they find now that they are 
deceiv6d, in coming to a country where it is almoil: 
impoffible for them to {ubfiil: without the affiftance 
pf others. Thefe wretches at prefent can .be deemed 
very little better than a den (!)f thieves, or a gang 
of pirates; there has bl3en feventl mafrers of {hips 
.ftopped ·by them, and obliged to pay five or fix 
hundred bars before they releafed them; but the 
moil: rafcally aCtion they have been guilty of, was 
fuffering themfelves to be hired, by a trader in the 
Country, for zeo bars, to go on board a craft, and 
cruize at fea to take a captain Olit ·of hi.s own {hip .. 
which they fucceeded in, :and 'brought him a prifoner 
to Sierra Leone. I !hall embrace every oppor.tunity 
that offers in writing to you, and a-cquainting YOll 

how we go on. 
(Signed) "Jofiab Smith." 

Examined 'by Members of the Committee. 

You have delivered in a paper, in which you .flate your having 
traded in the {now Mary for thr.ee voyages, in J7~S' 1786, and 
1787, and in the ihip Concord for two voyages~ in 1787 and 
1788-were thofe profitable voyages ? 

I ihould confider they were. 

Were 

• 
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. Were thore two Negroes before-mentioned, which were put 
on board and bani{hed, fold, or made a prefen t of, or was any 
,thing paid for them.? ' . 

There were five of them.-I am informed by Captain Ballingall 
·(who was one of .the jury) ,that we received value for them; but 
I {bould imagine we were put to a good deal of expenee, from 
our ftores being broke open, and the goods that were taken away. 
fi nd the charge of bringing .th.em to- j uftice. 

Did you ever hear of any other of thofe fettlers being 
fold? 

.No. 

Did you ever hear of King Tom felling [orne of them? 
J have not; but 1 {bould -imagifle,if they behaved improperly, 

the Kings would lay hold of them, and fell tbem ;to the firft 
!hips. 

You have faid, that the fentence was banifi1ment, was the 
meanilJg of that fentence that they {bould be fold for flJves ? 

I imagine they had no .other way of fending them away, but 
by felling them, as no fhip would tak.e them on fre ight. 

Do you mean to fay that the fame perfons who bought them 
would not have received them without paying a price for them? 

1 dare fay they would have received them without paying any 
conGderation for them, but they would have been fold on their 
arrival in the French Weft Indies. 

Who pronounced that feHtence of baniiliment ? 
The j my t11at tried them-but I was not there. 

Under what government were they tried, by what authority, 
<lnd what law ? 

1 cannot anfwer. 

Does the iiland of Bance belong to you? 
Yes-it belongs to our ·houfe. 

Is Bance Hland under any governmen t ? 
The Slaves that live on it are fubject to the governm~n t of our 

agent; and there was an inLtance of one of our own people tlut 
was tried for a mutiny, before one of the Kings of the country, 
who confiders himielf as the fuperior of that Ifland, and to whom 
Wi! pay an annual tribute. 

Are 
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Are tbere any other Europeans on the lf1and except your 
:agent? 

None but ,our agent and clerks-fometimes a doctor. 

Who are the gentlemen mentioned in ' the paper delivered in 
by you? ' , 

One or two of them are captains of {hips-one of them a clerk 
of our own-Mr. Ormond lives at Riopongas, about fixty leagues 
to the northwar.d-tlle others I know not. 

Under what law do thofe gentlemen live? 
Under the Britifh government; fometimes fttbjeCt to the laws 

of the Kings and Princes of the Country. 

Do you fuppore that under the laws of thi~ country, five: 
freemen can be fold as Slaves? 

I believe not-but 1 confider this was done under the law of 
neceffity. 

Do you fuppofe that ,under fu{:h a law of neceffity a free 
Englifhman, refiding in Bance Hland, can be fold as a Slave? 

I do believe not; but I confider that a Black man can-a Na­
tive of AfriGa can. 

State the diftinCtion, either in law or common [en[e, between 
:the liberty of one free man and another, under the Britifh go­
-vernment ? 

'The queftion being objected to; 

The Coun[el and Witners were directed to withdraw. 

And a m-otion being made, and the queftion being put, That 
the Counfel and Witne[s be called in" and the Witnefs aiked the 
[aid ~ell:ion ,; 

It palfed in the negative. 

And the Coun[el and Witnefs being again called in; 

The Witnefs was aiked, 

Have you any other account of voyages for Slaves, befides thofe 
,you have delivered in ? 

1 have not . 

,Ha~ 

o 
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Have you any accounts tran{mitted to you of the manner in 
which the Slaves who are purchafed by. your agent come into 
his hands? . . 

They are brought to our different f~ltories, for which our 
agent pays a valuable confideration. 

Are the Grumettas faithful and diligent fcrvants ? 
I believe in general they are-though -fometimes we have com­

plaints againl1: them, and they are the better for having White 
people to [uperintend them. 

Have they [hewn marks of attachment, affection, and atten­
tion to their mafiers ? 

They have-and fometimes we have had feveral of them come 
home to this country as feamen in our [hips-and from the can­
fid~ration of their being our Slaves I have felt fome attachment for 
them. 

Who received the mon~y for which the five perf OIlS were fO,ld f 

and for how much money were they fold? 
I mentioned before that I was told by one of the gentlemen who 

tried them, that we received a confideration for them, but how 
much it was, and whether it was for our benefit, does not appear 
by the accounts we have received, as we do not receive the parti­
culars of every tranfaCtion, but only balance at certain periods; 
.and I have not a doubt, if our agent got the money for them, but 
.that he carried it to our account; at the fame time I do not think 
we gained much by them, from the expences we were put to, and 
the goods we left. 

What was the value of the goods taken from Bance Hland, by 
thefe people? 

We have not had a particular fiatemept of that neither, other 
than what appears from the proceedings on the tria!' 

Can you form any opinion of the value? 
I cannot, with certainty. 

The Witnefs then delivered in to the Committee-the fol­
lowing memorandum, by Richard Ofwald, Efquire, to 
Cflpain G riffiths, dated 4th July 1783' 

4 I " Memorandum 



r' " Memorandum by Richard Ofwald, Efquire, to 
" Cap'tain Griffiths, 4th July '783, 

" When you are at Banee Hland, or while you remain 
" at Sierra Leone river, I {bould be glad you would en­
" deavour to fatisfy yourfelf as much as poffi ble with 
" refpeCt to what ufe or fervice moil: part of the G ru­
" mettas, male and female, can be put to, befides 
" trade, which furely cannot find employment for one 
" half of them. As thefe Grurnettas will not confent 
" to go off the Coail:, it will certai{11y be proper to fet 
" fame of them to work in railing rice, and other pro­
" vifions for themielves, and the ufe of the fettlement. 
" I would incline that a certain gang of thefe Cru­
" mettas be abfolutely devoted to {uch czultivation, on 
" Bob's or Turnbo Iiland, and that the fame {bould be 
" kept under the direCtion of the agent of Bance Uland j 
" but no way to mix in the , trading concerns of the 
" fettleinent. , I would have you enquire as to this, 
" and propoCe it only as from yourfelf. 

H I defire you will buy all the Cotton 'Wool you can 
c.' get, .atalhilling il:erling per pound, in this trade with 
" the Natives, and endeavour to learn whether it may 
" not be pallible to perfuade thefe people to increa[e 
" the culture of that article, as a commodity of ex­
" change and commerce • 

.. They have very fine Indigo upon that Coail:, al­
.. though I believe not extraCted from the weed while 
.. green, but rather the green weed put up in balls, 
" and dried and laid by until wanted for ufe; when 
" the praCtice is to fteep the dried plant in warm 
" water, by which the dye is extraCted for immediate 
.. ufe, and fucceeds extremely well: you can eafily pur­
«. chafe or procure from the Natives a few of thefe 
.. , balls, which I would be glad to have. 

" I am, &c • 
.. (Signed) Richard O[wald." 

Do 

• 
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. Do you know what was done in confequence of this Letter of 
Mr. Ofwald's, for the encouragement of the cultivation of Indigo­
and Cotton r 

Captain Griffiths, to whom the letter was written" could do 
nothing, and . did nothing in confequence. 

Do you mean that the Natives would not raife the articles ill 
-cQnfequence of the encouragement? 

I certainly do. 

And then the Witne[s was direCled to withdraw. 

Captain J 0 H N MAN called in; and examined :' 

·Captain of the Grenville Bay, a Weft India Ship. 

How long have you been engaged ' in trade, as Captain of a 
Weft Inqiaman ? . 

Nearly 20 Year~~ 

To what particular ifland have you traded ?, 
Nearly 16 yea:rs to the illand of Grenada, and four year~ to­

Jamaica. 

Was you ever -concerned in the African trade? 
Never. 

Have you now any concern or conneCtion with it ? 
None at all. 

Is it the law or practice of the Weft India Iflands to which 
you traded, · to compel the captains of the Weft Indiamen to 
take back all the failors they carried out? 

It is in the Ifland of Grenada, and Jamaica likewife. 

Is it an object to the failors to get difcharged from their ihips 
.in the Weft Indies, for the purpofe of . coming home by the 
run? 

In general very much fo • . 

Is the Weft India l1land confidered as the fecond port of deli. 
'very in .the African trade? 

I have always underftood Co, but not from my 'own know­
ledge. 

4 K . I s 
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'I's it the pra'Ctice of the failors to demand their diftharge at 
the fecond' port of delivery? 

In common it is, and they never mifs it. 

Is the pay they get by coming home by the rUR greater than 
their monthly wages in cafe they come in the {hips to which they 
b I ' .:> ' C ong , -

In war it is; but I believe iR peace it feldom amounts to fo 
much, or _not much more. 

How rriuc'h can they get in war 'by the run? 
It depends much on the numoer of people, and the neceffity 

they ,are under to get h<J.nds. 
, • • I 

How .much ~have you ever known ,given to .a failor in time of 
war for the run ? 

~' f.havegiyen from ten' to eigh~e~nguineas in war time-and have 
known them as high as from twenty-five to thirty-and generallY' 
rum, a gallon for every guinea. 

Have you known the failorsof African {hips diCcharged in the 
WeA: Ih9ies? 

I have. I 

At their own deLi~e f 
Yes-I have {hipped them. 

Had thore you '-{hipped been difcharged from the African fnips 
at their own requeft, and againfl: the confent of the .mafred 

Yes. 

Has that been fo much the practice, that of late years a law 
has been made to regulate fuch difcharges ? 

Yes-in Grenada, about three or four years age. 

Tn what manner does that law prevent the difcharge? ' 
When you enter the {hips ,at ,the -Cuftom Houfe in :Grenada, 

you enter your mufter-roll, and enter into bonds, one furety with 
the Captain, each in £. 1,000, that you ·{hall not difcharge a lingle 
man. 

Notwithllanding this law, ,do the failers find means to get aw?Jy 
from their {hips? 

Very often, I am forry to fay it. 
Is 
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Is the tempt~tion in the vVefi: Indies (0 great as to induce the 
failors very freque ntly to defert their {hips? 

In war time it is, but I believe it has little or no effect in time 
of peace. 

And then the Witnefs was dirctled to withdrJw. 

And the Counfe] for the Liverpool petitions then propo(ed, That 
Mr. Tarleton iliould be called: And th:! Committee having waited 
for fome time, the Counfel informed the Committee, that Mr. 
Tarleton, who was now come, was not ready to be examinea; and 
that they had been informed that there was no other Witnefs ready 
to be called now. . 

Mr. Wildman, the Solicitor for the fame -petitions, being c3.11ed 
to the bar, was a£ked, whether there was any further Evidence to 
be produced in fupport of the Liverpool petitions? He informed 
the Committee, That many Witneifes had been [ummoned, to be 
examined in fupport of thofe petitions, and for ether purpo(es~ 
but that at this time none of them were pl'efent. 

And then be was direCted to withdraw. 

And the Counfe! was alfa directed to withdraw. 

The Committee was alfo informed, That Mr. Tarleton had 
prepared certain calculations relative to the fubjecr of the trade 
now under the confideratioQ of the Committee, together with 
fome obfervations thereon, which papers he was ready to deliver 
in to the Committee, if they thought proper to receive them; 
but that at prefent he was not prepared to undergo a crofs exami­
nation on accounts and calculations, which were long and of a 
difficul t and intricate nature. 

To report a Progrefs, &c. 
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