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EDITORIAL 
FOREIGN PARTICIPATION IN THE ECONOMY 

THE PR ESENT debate on the Ghana-Abbott Agreement has 
lhrown into high relief the unspoken assumptions which 
underlie o ur acceptance of fore ign a id . It bas become qui te 
clea r tba t the present E conomic Committee is so enamoured 
of foreign a id tha t. like tbe irra tiona l. discredited Nkruma b 
regime, it is prepared to accept ecronom ic aid at any pr ice. 

Thjs view, accord ing to them. is justified on the grounds 
tha t our economy is so ba ttered that tc refuse to accept 
foreign assistance is to "rot by sitting on our pride". In the 
short-run the argument seems persuasive. But in tbe long­
run it is a dangerous a rgument. ]n countries where foreign 
aid has made any appreciable di fference to living standards 
-and this is the aim of economic development-foreign 
assistance was viewed not in narrow terms of "pride" and 
"rotting", bUl in tenns of gearing foreign assistance to the 
manpower needs of the receiving cou ntry, to tbe difference 
it is going to make to the living standards of a substant ia l 
number of people-not to the living sta ndards of a few- and 
its poten tia lity of promoting international friendship and co­
operation in that its acceptance is nO( view'.!d by the receiving 
country as a substitute for subtle foreign political controL 
T his is the spirit in which America salvaged Western E urope 
after the war with the Marsha l! Aid 

Another apparently altractive argument is that [oreign 
assistance-especially management agreements-brings Wilh 
it technical know-how. But for anyone who has done ex­
tensive travels in Western Europe and America. it can 
hardly hc exaggerateJ to say that aU countries all over the 
world need their best talents at home. and everything pos­
sible is done to emice them to stay at home. Whether in OUI 

un lversitics. or industries or civil s.ervice. except those who arc 
'loaned' for short perioJs or are here for idealistic reasons­
these are negligible in number-the best talents stay at 
home. Thb is the reason why Prof. Dile. ex-Vice-Chan~ellor 
of Ibadan un iversity, ~aid that gooJ "brains arc oot export­
able". Thi:-. do~ not mean we should not accept those who 
do come; \\c ::.hould, hut should be aware of thel[ limitations 

vis-a-\Is their na tionals back home and not extol the 
mtddling academic and technical qualities of the 'cxperb:' 
in our mIdst to the s"'ies. 

A further principle \\hich we shouJd darif\" is that fo-
1 reign as:-,i~tan~e should supplement. not rerl;cc. our own 

economi1".' dTons With the best will in the world no countrv 
(.10 develop ... olely on the bene\ I.)lence of another country 
E".:n the Lnited State:-, the countT} with the highest stand­
ard of !i\jng ... 00\\ 0 0 history anJ the countT\ wrllch 
hl<;torica1J ~ has given most fo rclgn assistance. has' i~ Own 
economic problems- urban renewal. air and water pol. 
lution <:lnu the fight agalOst the relative]y small pO\'crly in 
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that land of plenty. There is no substitute for our 
own national efforts. 

It must also be made clear that foreign assis­
tance, especially if it is private, poses problems 
of its own. State Enterprises are alien to the 
economic experience of most Western European 
and American businesses. Our State Enterprises 
are not only instruments of economic develop~ 
ment but also of politics. It is for us first, to make 
it clear that there are many sectors of the eco­
nomy where we invite private participation and 
give a free hand. Secondly, it has to be made 
clear that new nations like Ghana have peculiar 

J\ problems which are not fully known to foreign 
businesses. It is not their fault, for their business 
is making money. In the Abbott case, for 
instance, it has to be said that Abbott Labo­
ratories as a business is quite distinct in sympa­
thy and outlook from tbe American Government 
and people. The American Government and most 
American leaders of opinion have a sympathetic 
understanding of the problems of new countries. 
but they do not control American businessmen. 
It is for our leaders to rest rain American busi­
nesses so that they do not enter into contracts 
which are likely to generate a nti-Americanism. 
Ghanaians, in this case, a re being just pro-Ghana, 
in much the same way as Americans are pro­
A merica and the British are pro-Britain . 

In saying all this it might be assumed that we 
have developed a schizophrenic attitude to fo reign 
ass istance and aid-asking for fo reign assistance 
and at the same time adopting attitudes and 
postures which sca re foreign investment. !t is 
true that we need fo reign aid. But the att itude ! 
which apparently contradicts aUf fundament~ l 

need fo r foreign investment is understa ndable In 

the light of the corru~~ alliance be~ween Nkr~~ ) 
mah's regime a nd Brlttsh firms which made It 
difficult for the benefits of foreign investment to 
percolate down to improve Jiv ing standards .of 
ordina ry Ghanaians. T his alliance betwee~ I~~ 

VestOIS and rhe ruling class which makes It dl~ 

fficult for the broad masses of the people to raise 
their living standard is indee~ becom in~ a cha ra~~ 
teristic feature of developmg countnes, as In 

Liberia. for example. where it is so alarming 
that a group of A merican economists have bri~ 

lIiantly emphasised it in a recent book on tbat 
country entitled. Growth Without Development. 
Politically. such an alliance can lead to fascIs m 
of the type in that it is not "home-grown". In 
short, we should accept foreign a id, but on con­
ditions which are likely to lead to equitable dis­
tribution of resources and the peaceful evolution 
of democratic institutions. 

A f,.ica 

CONFLICT OF IDEALISM AND REALL~'tI: 
NIGERIAN-BIAFRAN WAR 

By 
B. I. Chukwukere 

THE hostilities between the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria and one of its former constituent pan, 
Eastern Region. mark the height of a clash h<­
tween the ideal and the real in the political orga. 
nisation of that country. One can neither under 
stand the issues involved nor make an objettil( 
analysis of the irreconcilable view-points an~ 
stands of tbe two combatant sides unless one ge~ 
a firm grasp of the fundamental problems unde; 
lying the conflict. The main a im of tltis article I 

to tackle this basic question a nd attempt to daril. 
the position to the Ghanaian reading public Th 
writer therefore would like to state some bas 
fa cts which are so genuane to the violent C(ln· 

frontation between Nigeria and Biafra, that all 
thinking Ghanaians ought to consider them in lh~ 

assessment of the rights and wrongs of the bel. 
ligerents. 

Fundamental Issues 

First, the war is not an ideologica l one: there l~ 

neither capi talism-socialism dichotomy, nor 
West-East a lignmen t question. nor single or dual 
party system polarisation. Second. the quarrel 
is not. basica Uy speaking, economic except in the 
sense that Nigeria now feels that without Biafe; 
she is economically amputated. But Biafran \1 

cession-and this is what I want to emphasi~{ 
was not motiva ted by selfish economic intere~l 

like, fo r example, the Katanga case. Third. it 
not Christianity versus Islam: religious wa~ ("II 

such dimension a re somehow anachronistic in our 
time. Fourth, the war is not the culmination of 
confl icts between personalities with divergent am· 
bitions for leadership and power. Colonel Ojukwu 
is not a subtle Machiavellian intent on ca rvin~ 
out a small territorial unit where his infiuenl l 

could be effectively felt; nor is Major-General 
Gowan, irrespective of his meteoric rise from ,lh..: 
rank of Lt.-Colonel, a sadistic Marlovian warrior 
who obsessed with conquest enjoys the spectadl 

of rbo extermination. Fifth and last, the stru~l!k 
is sociological: a war of ethnic hcterogeneif). 
nurtured over the years into deadly hatred and 
open antagonism, and aggravated by fund~men. 
tal differences in the various groups' attltude: 
towards 'achieved' status and role. 

Tribalism or Ethnicity 

It is of importance that GhanaIan readers 
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,hould grasp the nature of this ethnic CODftict­
in popular phraseology. though scientifically im­
precise. called "tribalism". Why. for example, has 
thb rhenomenon produced such catastroph ic re­
)ul1:-. in Nigeria whereas in many other African 
Lountrics. with diverse cultural and linguistic 
~mups as well. no turbulence of like intensity bas 
JI,;l:urretl·) Viewed in this background one is temp­

Ted to predict. at least for the foreseeable future. 
that a hydra-headed problem faces Federal Ni­
!'! rid evt:l1 after her miljtary objective of re­
lnte~rating Biafra might have been achieved, and 
thi" I very much doubt. In this background also 
the problem of afler-war peace, most superficially 
and am"tcuri,hly discussed by the editor of the 
(;hanai..n Times (October 9, 1967) will fall into 
plUPC p\!rspective. 

q. I DOW argue the above hypothesis by aDa­
~IO" !hc fundamental issues centred a round 

fthnidty in the former federation? Nly deduction, 
!\u(..:inth put. will be that no constitutional de-

r._ 'S wt'Iid\ fail to decentralize power to the mi­
nlil' Ii: u ils possible from Lagos-that is, es ta­
hllsh (ONFEDERATION (whether of the 
fnlOj r RegIons or of the newly created States)-

lJl I Y 'he basi~ for curing the ills of that CQllD­

ror II the major part of Colonel Ojukwu's 
! i' tor a lOf)~c association. agreed upon at the 

A, hUi nil ,ling and since then given clear expres· 
10 many t:xper ienced and knowledgeable 
If( I 11 1 [cnd., 01 Nigeria wi th no vested interests 

\'"untrv had been accepted then the SlOry 

':.111 ha't' heeD different today. Unfortunately 
h· ,11k crying over spilt mille 

ts .. hml Ihe soda!' economic and political in· 
1.1 lilty In \ub-Sa.haran Afril,;d, today js mainly 

ht fldlH of prople tn responsible positions to 
W'lp' h nl anti admit the reality of ethnic diver­

,Il e r Ih concomitant complex problems of 
I r r lie' ~n auimJes. sentiments, drives. re~poo­
, Jm.! OIIt'nl<ltion. Nige ria for example. was at 

t .,! I ~ lV.1 rhKal (British) expression which. for­
LUl r. L Ul\e y,.J~S. grew into a potent and int ri -

I I Int ~o'tI:n C'I.:<:)Oomic unit As a p..1 iilicai 
)1 n '("11':11 t has never existed c:\cept on paper. 
I,I,:hll'h '" t,nt: and perhaps genuinc-on the side 
!If T 11Ih.:~h- expression of the great ideJ..I· 
Uilll \11 l' .. ('r"lt~ fo relegate to the background 
tit ha'll lad that the rea l Nigerian h;;1S always 

n fir t .In ibus<1 (mduding Fulani) or Yoruba 
lr Il ll.' mention just the three main ethnic 
roupo,; (\)1I1 of ;,) pos<;lble 50 or more others) and 

only ,:onJ J Nigerian- lor that matter in a ra­
tl! remote and 31.:aJemic manner-is to substitu-

te false idealisms for concrete reality. For one to 
ignore the simple fact that factors of social 
change. including colonial administration and ur­
banisation (the latter particularly) brought toge­
ther people from these multiple ethnic or cultural 
groups. where attitudes to competit ion. self ame­
lioration and achievement a re as far apart as the 
geographic poles. is further to misunderstand the 
nature of the crisis in the war-torn country. In 
traditional Ibo society. fo r example. achieved 
status was exalted. The lbos of today are no di­
fferent: they are known to be talented. indus­
trious, competitive, commercially shrewd and pro­
gressive and egalitarian. The last trait particularly 
makes tbem easy misfits in the traditional "feu­
dal" kingdoms of the Hausa-FulaDi in the North 
and the Yoruba chiefdoms of the West. In mo­
dem terms. therefore, the successful Iboman is 
either highly-educated or a wealthy entrepreneur 
-much of the business made outside Tho terri­
tory. 

''Push-Ahead'' Spirit 

Alongside these are a host of petty traders. 
clerks and non-government employees. Common 
to a ll Thos is unrelenting effort to push abead­
take externa l examinations. practise thrift and 
jnvest for dividends etc. On the cont rary the Hau· 
sas and allied ethnic groups in the North have 
remained predominantly Islamic in their way. 
One sure way to success. especially political. is 
a pilgrimage to ~1ecca and/or a ttachment to an 
overlord. in a master-client kind of relationsllip. 
Preoccupation with Koranic schola rship-per se 
a stimulating exercise, I think-militates against 
the adoption of "'Vestern' education and values. 
which ho\1. ever are the springboards of our mo­
dem institutions in Africa. The lhos in Hausa­
Jand dominated the economy of the territory. On 
another level are the Yorubas: at the same Lime 
like and unlike tbe !bos. Traditionally their social 
and cultural institutions. most ot \\'hich centred 
around the Obaship (kingship) were weU-develo­
ped and distinct. The modern Yorubaman is in 
many ways-surely many more ways than the 
Ibo--closely at tached to his traditional culture and 
lS therefore conservative. But like the Tho he is in­
variably shrewd in business (particularly the Ijebu 
Yorubal and also well-edueat<ct. In point of fact 
the Yorubas dominated the educational sphere 
(and consequently the professions and civil ser­
vice) until lhe last 1'.\'0 or three de~ades when 
the l bos invaded the scene soon to outclass tbem. 
A~ a re:mlt I_he tv--'o groups are deeply sespicious 
of each other The)- are competit0r5 in a limited 
number of fields. In terms. therefore. of modern 
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social (includes political. economic etc.) existence 
the Yorubas and the Thos are to a consiclerable 
extent alike in their attitudes and orientations. 
especially in respect of material possessions and 
status; but the former's close identification with 
their traditional culture marks a difference. For 
example. the successful Yoruba politician. though 
he may be a lawyer or doctor or businessman. 
would invariably take a chieftaincy title. In terms 
of our analysis this is a super-posi tion of tradi­
~ional values on a modern system where. literally 
speaking. the old traditional value is irrelevant. 
The Thoman. being a republican by birth and up' 
bringing. and egalitarian to the core justifies his 
Dew position in terms of 'achievement' as mea­
sured by response to 'Western' cultural impact. 
which is now part and parcel of the existing order. 
The Hausa-Fulaniman sees both as worldly 
infidels. worse so for the Ibos who have remained 
solidly non-muslim. 

Nigeria's Image in Africa and the World. 

The foregoing offers us a .skelel<ll framework ' 
for understanding the focal theme of ideal vis-a­
vis reality in the Nigerian-Biafran quarrel. In the 
first place the public in Nigeria saw Ghana under 
the leadership of Dr. Kwame Nkrumah as an 
ideal African nation. where power emanated from 
one centre and was therefore effectively projected 
on the outside world. 

Nigeria. though larger in size and number, 
potentially wealthier and economically better 
placed for rapid growth wielded no real effective 
power outside nor could her rulers set the stage 
for the formation of real national sentiments. To 
attain this Nigeria needed a really strong central 
government where efficiency could be streamlined 
and cumbersome regional constitutional devices 
.easily discarded. That was the ideal. The reality 
of the situation. however. was that the Regional 
politicians had tremendous power to remain in­
transigent, if they chose, on even basic 'national' 
issues. Furthermore, the Lagos government was 
numerically dominated by Fulani-Hausa over­
lords and their clients who together wi th the 
~oliticians and rulers of the Northern Region 
indirectly sougbt to control tbe whole country. 
To the Thos. Yorubas. Binis and others of the 
South an image of Nigeria stamped by the 
then Premier of the North. the Sardauna of Sokoto 
was intolerable. This conflict exploded with the 
military coup of January 1966. 

Federal and Regional Power 

, Corollary to this basic discrepancy between 
whl..t was and what was desired was the clash 

between Federal and Regional power. ThJl fonner 
was neither strong enough to overshadow !be 
Regions nor sufficiently weak to make itself un. 
attractive for politicians. who of course are an 
powe!:;seekers. In the face of this delicate swing 
of the pendulum of political control. the socio­
cultural situation of Nigeria made it obviolll 
that the most realistic system was increased 
Regional autonomy to such an extent that the 
conflict at the Federal level would have resolv«j 
itsell by ceasing to be. Something like the can. 
tonal system of Switzerland. -which provides for 
peaceful co-existence of three linguistic cultural 
groups-French. German and Italian-was what 
Nigeria needed to save it from disintegration 
However, this would have meant a negation of th, 
principle of streamlined central efficiency which 
the idealists of Nigeria 'giant' role in Africa and 
the. world saw as indispensable. These two sets of 
conflicts reached peak height with the militaT) 
regime of General lronsi. an Ibo. which sought 
to formulate a unitary constitution for what was 
already a conglomeration of peoples. ll!tJguagcs 
and cultures. One of the protests against Ironsi', 
measure was the massacre in May 1966 of r"", 
resident in the North. Many of course fled to 
safety in their native homes. 

It is important to note that up to the abo" 
point Eastern Nigerians had been tbe most force· 
ful advocates-in iheory and practice--{)f the 
ideals I have discussed above-unity, nationhood. 
image projection etc. They had received several 
shocks over the years but those were not trau· 
matic enougb to conduce to repudiation of the 
worthy ideals. However. the series of shocks that 
started in May 1966 with the massacre of Eastern 
civilians resident in the North. followed in Jul) 
1966 with the toppling of lronsi's rule by org.· 
nised Hausa-Fulani (mcluding their clients. th, 
Tiys especiaUy) assassinations of Eastern ann) 
officers (predominantly Thos) and soon followeoJ 
by a greater Northern civilian-army combineoJ 
pogrom against Easterners-aU these. to any fair· 
minded and objective persons, amounted to • 
rejection as well as an affront. The Eastern (t. 

action, after a series of futile attempts to g<l 
the Federal (which is in praotice Northern) go­
vernment to show remorse for these atrocities, 
was a positive assertion of a separate nationalism 

Affronted Protest 

The Biafran secession. th@refore, is a logical 
statement of a 'smaller' nationalism in the fact 
of profound disillusienment with the search for a 
'greater' and 'wider' nationalism. Unless a.A.U. 
members recognise Biafra 's fight · for separak 
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existence as the affronted protest of the rejected. 
unless they realize that military victory for Lagos 
will rOl even open the way to peaceful co-exis­
lC'lce of Nigeria's numerous and diversified ethnic 
groups. then attempts to find solutions are bound 
to he nothing sbort of a fiasco. The O.A.U.'s 
appnJach to the ragrng problem is catber feeble 
an.! relllovcd from the plane of concrete realities. 
II is. for exam ple. all well and sound in principle 
lo condemn secession and adhere strictly to a 
ratht:r nebulous formula of "territorial intee;:ity". 
[lUI we should ask ourselves whether such a 
unl\er>al (African) fo rmula. which does not take 
I,;.(lgT j"unce of the circumstances in each particu­
lat La'~ can bring any valuable and practical 
ft-'"Sults ~igefia as a large heterogeneous entity 
PdS J.lwaY5 been and still is an ideal. but unfor­
(Una'elv an Ideal that has proved itself too costly 
t() pursue The most important element in any 
Qfg rH.')allon of peoples-the human factor-has 
rCtldCidJ the ideal more of a mirage. Wisdom and 
r""pc':' for humanity demand that the quest be 
,tb<1nd,},led 

[be author is an Ibo who received his educa­
ti m in tJle r Diversity of Ghana. He is now a 
Ie tUrt'f ill Sociology a t the University College 
at (~lpe Cna..~t. -Edjtor. 
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The Economy 

ANIMAL PRODUcrION IN GHANA-D 

By 
L. N. K. Ababio 

EXCEPT for fattening operations, livestock are 
most cheaply raised extensively on range land 
where bum an population pressure is least. Thus 
about 3{5 of our livestock are found in the North­
ern savanna. Tbe 1960 population census presents 
interesting observations on our regional popu­
lation density and urban locality distributions. 

POPULATION DENSITY Al"ID LOCAUTY DlSTRlBUTlONS 

TOlal Urb:l.a 3S Dtnsi ty 
R tlJion Urban' Rural for % Pop./S<!. 

Rtgion of lotal Mile 

Northern" 101,.520 1,187,400 1,288,920 --,.-,---,.-

B. Abafo 91,540 496,380 .587,920 15.6 l8 

Volla 102,150 67.5,130 7n,2S0 13.1 98 

Western. 365,100 1,012,4.50 1.377,5.50 26.5 106 

Ashanti 176,780 832,3.50 1, 109,130 243 118 

Eastem 220,860 87.5,:\40 1,!»6,200 20.1 142 
Accra C:lpi_ 
tal Distriet 3,5,.110 98,410 493,820 80.0 494 

AU Rtgjoll5 1,551 ,360 .5,17.5,160 6,726,820 23.1 n 

• An. llrea with II popul:.1tion of 5,000 or more is 3J1 urbllO ilre::!.; 
it It b:.1S less WO 5,000, [t IS said to be run.!. 

... At the time 11m eensus "':IS laken, the Nortbun R~ion had 
not been dIvided ioto the Nortb ;md Upper, J..IId the Westem 
intlodcd th: current Central. 

The table indicates that Brong Ahafo and the 
Northern Regions are the least densely populated 
with a relatively low degree of urbanisation. 
These are the main savanna lands also. Their 
ranch potential is vast if at least water for both 
man and stock is provided and weIJ distributed to 
last through the long dry seasons. The Volta and 
Eastern Regions also bave the potential for 
ranches but to a lesser degree. In the case of tbe 
East this is due to Ihc relatively higher degree 
of urbanisation and population density; and in 
the case of the Volta, this is du La the rela­
tivelY higher population density lL is clear there­
fore that the natural grassland areas of re1ati\'C 
low value. not immediately required fo r non-agri­
cultural venlures, are in the North, Brong Ahafo, 
and limited parts of Ihe Soutb-Eastern Volta 
plairu.. In view of this fact. the half-hearted way 
of pursuing the Southern and Northern small 
dam constructJon schemes is irresponsible and 
dangerous to the existing livestock farmers in 
these areas. 

It is loOWfI that with better water supply for 
drinking. and fodder conserved for lbe dry sea­
son, the present level of local meat production 
can be at least doubled through halvin. the 
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period of maturity of the store animals. Should the 
state use available funds to help existing farmers 
to produce better to earn their living? Or should 
we use Ibis money to invest in a new mammoth 
beef, milk, cheese and butter venture which is 
going to depend on Ihe confinement of unadapted 
and susceptible exotic stock which must neces­
sarily require more, and better tban tbe average, 
facilities denied the local farmer? Anybody wbo 
proposes to keep tbe same number of livestock 
now subsisting on (fie whole of tbe Accra plains 
in only a mere fraction of the plains in order 
to feed us should be requested to foot every bit 
of the bill, including tbe cost of leasing the land, 
and to keep all the profit if any! Let us beware 
of adventurers and prospectors! 

Marketing of Stock and Meat 

An equally important way of promoting better 
animal production is tbrough better sale pro­
motion of stock and meat. The organisation and 
quality of tbe stock and meat market in Ghana is 
a direct reflection of the value we attach to ani­
mal production. 

Trade animals are roughly truck-loaded or 
driven on the hoof from one ~art of tbe country 
to aQother witbout special care, before slaughter. 
Tbey tbus quickly lose anything from a third to 
balf of the meat they take so long to put on. 
This, bowever, does not result in any monetary 
loss to the dealer: be can sell at tbe same bigb 
price any animal tha~ is just barely . breathing, 
and at a bargain. If live trade animals were sold 
by liveweigbt what a revol~tioll this would bring 
in tbe husbandry, care, quality and quantity of 
stock, from breeding to tbe table! 

Also, tbe condition in the local meat sbops in 
tbe public markets, especially in tbe urban cen­
tres, ought to make a vegetar.ian out of any 
ardent meat eater. No cold rooms are attached, 
fly-proofs are torn, dusty and overgrown with 
cobwebs, the butcher table tops are dugouts­
bloody and insanitary. Who is to protect the pu­
blic? 

Game Meat 

Any discussi<;m on animal production. especial. 
ly in savannas and forests of West Africa, which 
ignores the role of game animals, ~ inadequate. 
Tbe health and development of the people, par­
ticularly in the rural areas, would have been 
worse but for the game meat they get-the 
antelope. duiker, bushcow, rat, grasscutter, snail, 
etc. From very rough estimates. the average meat 
consumption in Ghana may be about 80 Ibs. per 

head per year. Out" 'of this, domestic animals 
account for ohly about 20 Ibs. The remaining 60 
Ib is provided from game. This accounts for tbt 
surpriSingly healthy and robust life of Our rural 
peoples and unskilled labourers in urban centres. 
In rural areas domestic stock are only slaughtered 
for food on ceremonial and festive occasiODS 
Domestic animals are still looked on as capital 
savings, prestige signs of wealth, and valuable 
excbange in dowry. 

Game animals living in the wild are very much 
subject to the natural environment' including the 
destructive pra£tices of mao. There are many 
areas in Ghana now wbere game populations 
are drastically reducing as human interfereDct 
advapces. Large game animals are retreating 
further and further afield and even across bor. 
ders. Indiscriminate hunting and bush burning 

lare all contributory human factors depletiDg 
game populations. Natural factors such as our 
torrential rains and seasonal grazing shortage 
take a bea vy toll of young wild stock. It is clear 
tberefore that until domestic animals can he de· 
veloped properly to contribute more, our game 
must be protected, for systematic harvesting. The 
control of hunting in at least the more remote and 
relatively uninhabited areas, is a must. Indiscri· 
minate busb burning should be outlawed. 

Milk Production 

Milk production is a problem on which, in 
recent years, sentiments and . blatant disregal1i 
for comparative advantage bave blinded the f.w 
wbo sbould know the facts of life in Ghana. For 
one tbing, the breed of dairy animal is not here 
And, for another, the regular feed supply for the 
existing stock for body maintenance and mere 
growth is a problem; tbe average Ghanaian L~ 
not livestock-minded and lacks the essential skills 
of husbandry, let alone milking and hygiene 
Milk is an excellent food; but one does not bave 
to drink fresh ' milk at any cost. Let us first try 
to improve the environment of the present ani­
mals-better water and fodder conservation for 
the dry season, better tick and worm control­
so tbat better animals and specialised animals can 
be kept more cheaply and safely. 

It seems to me a sign of hysteria and lack 01 
confidence in t he Gbanaian experts who seem to 
beg for facilities to work with, that some plaoners 
should always grab copies of import figures lor 
every food item and advocate its large scale pro· 
duction locally. The road to eventual sucoess • 
through patient systematic application of scienct 
to local fundamental problems. 



24 November 1967 TIffi LEGON OBSERVER 7 

Professional Personnel 

fhere is a dire shortage of vetenerarians. ani ­

Ol;]l husbandrymen with genera l agricultura l 

t,aming. range management men. fodder agro­

noml~b. and water engineers. There a re too few 

(If each of the above ca tegories of specialists 

r ,at,ye to the 600.000 cat tle. 1.700.000 sbeep and 

goa 80.000 pigs. 3 million poul try and the few 
LOI"les and donkeys in the country. To support 

rhf'l there is a relatively fa ir number of junio r 

l'Lhmcal stafT struggling as best they can in the 
I.:h' To remedy this situation, a ll the country 

J)... is to devis~ ways and means of breaking up 

Ih ~tiOistry of Agriculture in to smaller ministr ies 

... nl J Jl!partments thus d ispersing. the scanty staff 

r h r ~uJ creating duplication and antagonis-

cre-;ts We must learn to make the best 

lour limited trained man-power resources. 

STATE FISHlNG 
CORPORATION, TEMA 

Staff Appointment 

SE:'ItlOR ACCOUNTANT 

\rrltcations are invited from sui­
t ,',Iv qualified GhanaIans for the 
PO>l (>f Senior Accountant. 
Qu hfications 
("leA. (Chartered), A.C.C.A., 

... (' W.A., with minimum of 
thrt.:e years experience; 

Ihl Intermediate A.C A. A.C.C A. 
\ (' \\ A., wilh minimum of 
lJ\e years expen ence: 

'I' P rson, whose present baSIL 
.,lury IS less than £1,200 or 

I'll 2 1()() should not apply 
luod of Application 
I'piJ ,llIO'1 for forms should be 

dllcclcJ tel, The Personnel Officer, 
t r"hlllg Corporation, Tern" 

llpkted forms should reach the 
1 h rrm.m. Stelte Fisheries J\;l,mage­
Il' nt (,I)nmrttce. P 0, Box 2_11.1 
1,111' not lHter them 20th Decem-
lxr 1%7 

Politics 
THE CASE f OR DISFRANCmSEMENT 

AND OlSQUALIFICATION 

By 
L. H. Ofosu Appiah 

I fIND tha t the term disfranchisement stirs up in 
some people's mind ideas a bout vindjctiveoess 
and yiClimisation. This should not be so. The 
d ictiona ry definition of "to enfra nchise" for our 
present purpose. is " to give someone the r ight to 
vote at elections". To d isfranchise is the opposite 
of to enfranchise. for it withholds the right to vote 
from a person. It has been suggested that dis­
franchisement is undemocratic. This does not fit 
the facts of democratic practice the world over. 
Every democratic country arbitrarily disfranchises 
a section of its citizens on grounds of age and 
sex. In Switzerland. for example. women cannot 
vote. In some countries the vot ing age is 18. in 
others it is 21. There is no suggestion that tbe 
state which fixes these limits is being vindictive 
or is victimising its cit izens. It bas also been 
suggested tbat if you are disfranchised you shou ld 
not be expected to pay taxes. This situation does 
not exist a nywhere in the democratic world. 
Women pay taxes in Switzerland; and those under 
Ihe voting age pay taxes in every country, if they 
earn taxable incomes. 

Punitive DisUanchiseDlent 

There are other types of disfranchisement aod 
disqualification which are purely punitive and 
which form a part of every constitution. The 
question we arc going to discu~ falls under this 
category of disfranchisement and disqualification. 
We must now turn to the Ghana situation. The 
men who planned and successfuly staged the 
coup of the 24lh of February 1966 bad three 
main aims: To end tyranny: to root out corrup­
tion. first in public life, and. hope[uIl~, second, In 

civic lift! · and to tablish and protect democracy 
and civil liberties. To achieve these objectives 
certain actions have been taken. Commissions of 
enquiry have been set up to probe Lh~ assets of 
individuals connected with tbe regime. One fea­
ture of these Conunis..<;ions is that they do not 
embrace all those v.ho should have their assets 
probed. It is qUite dear that the probe .should 
affect all C P.P functionariQ · ... -hcther they fell 
out \\ ilh thc Party before the coup or not. It 
:-.hould ... 1"0 mc1uJe members o[ the opposition 
for tbl:; salc of dispelling doubts about their in­
legritv It should include top publJc servants who 
\\cre involved m the administration of the couo-
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try during the past regime. This is necessary to 
show the doubters that all of them are clean. 
Until then. tb.e suspicion wil l exist; but that is 
undesirable. especially, since these men and wo­
men have to carryon the work of the future 
civilian administration. 

Historical Examination 
The next big step is to punish those responsible 

for the dismemberment of the democratic cons­
titution which was agreed ' upon before indepen­
dence. Since democracy has not had a chance 
in Ghana, it is a prerequisite fo r any future de­
mocratic constitution tbat all anti-democratic 
elements should be effectively checked. Disfran­
chisement and disqualification should be applied 
not to all supporters of the c.P.P .. for that would 
be unrealistic and unjust. A line should be drawn 
somewhere. And my suggestion is to look at the 
question historically. First, we must take corrup­
tion. In addition to those who are found guilty 
of corruption by the commissions of enquiry, 
there should be an investigation going as far 
back as the Korsah Commission of 1953-4 and 
the Jibowu Commission of 1956. T he Korsah 
Commission found that one Junior Minister had 
not maintained the standards required of a public 
servant, and he was accordingly removed. At 
independence he was appointed Minister of In­
terior. The J ibowu Conunission stated tbat : " In 
the circumstances we do not see how the Govern­
ment can escape the charge of conniving and 
condon ing irregularities both in the C.P.P. and 
by Mr. Djin made against them." The British 
administration, to its shame, did not take any 
drastic action, and corruption became a way of 
life in our politics until the end of the regime. 
All those involved in the Cabinet should be dis­
franchised. 

Civil Liberties 
When we come to civil liberties, the Preven­

tive Detention Act of 1958 should be our first 
line of demarcation. It was agreed upon by the 
Central Committee and the Cabinet. and passed 
by the c.P.P. majority in Parliament over the 
waruings of tbe Opposition and right thinking 
citizens. It. was responsible for the misery ang 
deprivation of hundreds of innocent citizens. 
With its passage the basis of the rule of law was 
knocked down, and those who were responsible 
for it must be disfranchised. Disfranchisement 
should touch tbose who in 1963 agreed to 
extend the life of the Preventive Detention 
Act. When the bill was introduced by Kwaku 
Boateng. it met with opposition from mem­
bers of the c.P.P.; but to tbeir sbame they 
voted solidly for it. They must therefore pay 

the penalty for this act. 
It is too easily forgo!ten that the c.P.P. d 

franchised tbe whole country in 1965. Apan 
from giving Nkrumah the power to enfranchlSt 
disqualified people, the Blectoral Provisions Act 
of 1965 disfranchised tbose tbrown into prison 
under the Preventive Detention Act. Then there 
was no voting in 1965. but there were seJection 
for Parliament! Even fascists and Nazis still be. 
lieved tbat elections were necessary and held 
them. It is also a fact tbat the c.P.P. forced , 
one-party state on the country through a far. 
cical referendum. Those responsible -must there. 
fore be disfranchised. Finally, the Parliament 
wh ich ruled, by an amendment to the Consli. 
tution. tbat the General Secretary of the c.p P 
should approve the nomination of any Presiden­
tial candidate must be disfranchised. 

Methods 

We now come to the methods of disfrancbisin, 
or disqual ifying these categories of citizens. Tw~ 
methods are suggested. One is a public trial 
This was tbe method adopted during the Turkish 
revolut ion of 1960. The members of tbe Cabinet 
and the Parliamentarians of the Democratic Parh 

-of Mr. Apnan Menderes were put on trial for 
a whole year. They were tried for corruption and 
crimes against the spirit of the Constitulion. The~ 
were all found gui lty. Fifteen of them were con· 
demned to death. but three-the Prime Minister. 
the Finance Minister and the Minister of Ex­
ternal Affa irs-were executed. and the others. 
including ex-President Bayar, were sentenced 10 

life imprisonment. The remaining 400 were sen· 
tenced to terms varying from four to twen" 
years and disfranchised. The democratic part) 
was banned. and it was made illegal lo make 
propaganda in the press for its revival. This me· 
thad, if adopted in Ghana, will satisfy those whu 
stress the due process of law. It will certainly 
catch all those who were guilty of excesses againsl 
the state. 

The other method is by political action. This 
was adopted in Germany and Italy. The soldiers 

'who risked their lives must prevenl a recurren-
ce of the conditions which forced them to inter 
'(iene in politics by passing a decree disfranchising 
and disqualifying certain categories of Gbana­
ians whose guilt is very apparent. This is n~' I 
sary to protect j'lliterate villagers from the edu 
cated men like myself who are incapable uf 
resisting injustice when it comes from a superior I 
This is to end the system in which educated I 
public servants claim that they are balanced in 
their views and must therefore take unjust order) I 
-provided the injustice. is not done to tbem-

1 
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Ives! To let loose the c.P.P . on the frightened 
iHagers will be a big mistake wbich tbe milita ry 

.e~irnc cannot afford to make. FOi the c.P.P. 
havI dllics among the educated men who do 
n( want thei r assets probed and they wi ll do 
C\", "'hing to protect their position and to reverse 
\ h I has already been done. We must not for· 
l! l that in spite of ou r educated men we were 
not .thle' to safeguard democracy. 

Foreign Admirers 

rIll..: r.: has been some concern expressed by 
·-!\1I f reign admirers in Bri tain and the United 

til Clver thl: quest ion of disfranchisement and 
~ .. ruahficLllion. Some educated Ghanaians tend 
\ .lkc ll)reigners' views very seriously and do 

n' 1 ltlsldcr what goes on in those countries 
ould po int out that tbe U.S . did not, 

mill h· l)upreme Court ruling of 1966. consider 
Jl1L::n~ts as decent citizens. and before the 

I H. ell[ Act of 1965 voting was a privilege 
.. It..h n 1 ali Negroes could exercise. With these 

11 hdnrc us we would ask our foreign cri· 
l 1 I- patient while we try to protect our 

unit min tyranny and start a new and de· 
It!~ t ::ldition We know how they looked 

II IIHJ rcgarJcd the excesses of the last regime 
pi 'I of \fricans. They should give us a 

,1n C .it kast 10 imitate the good things in their 
"' n 1· fll hv protecting our cIvil llberties from 

kno\: 11K elements. 

II 
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Observer Notebook 
The "Observer" and the Press Conference 

ON 6 NOVEMBER 1967 tbe Legon Observer recei· 
ved an invitation. by letter to a press conference 
called for Friday, November 10. a t 4.00 o'clock 
p.m. It was tbe meeting at which Mr. R. S. Ame­
gasbie. the Commissioner for lndustries. was due 
to state the official view on tbe Abbott-Ghana 
contract. 

That same day--o( the arrival of the invitation 
- the Editorial Committee of the Observer was 
holding one of its regula r meetings. and eventual­
ly recorded this Minute: 

PRESS CO FERENCE-Vol. II, o. 23 to be 
out on Friday November 10tb before 4.00 p.m. 
Members to make it a point to attend Mr. 
Amegashie's Press Conference on tbe Ghana· 
Abbott Contract. 
The Observer bad to come out before 4.00 p.m. 

and Mr. Amegashie's conference because we were 
going to carry more than one article-and did­
definitely critical of the Agreemen t: and we 
wanted our arguments circulated as widely as 
possible among persons likely to attend the con­
ference and ask questions. apart from ourselves. 

By noon of Friday the 10th it was being 
strangely bruited abroad that the Press Conferen· 
ce had already been held, at 10.00 o'c1ock-six 
hours before tbe time officially stated in our invi­
tation. reproduced hereunder:-

Stale Enterprises Secretariat 
Negotiating Committee 
Office of tbe N.L.C. 
P.O Box 1627' 
Accra 
6th November. 1967 

My Ret No. SES. 001 .ADM. 82A Vol. 4,239 
Dear Sir. 

"'~otiating Committee-Press Conference 
I am to inform you tbat the Negotiating Com­

mittee has decided to h.oh..l a Press Conference a( 
4.00 p.m. on Friddy. 10th November. 1967 in the 
Office of the Commissioner for Industries. 

2. 1 would be gratefUl therefore. if you could 
delegate one of your lap officers to represent your 
press at the Confer.:nce. 

3. Your co·op..::r.!lion in the matter \\ ill be 
gr~atly appreciated 

Yours f.ithfun\,. 
(Sgd.) K P. Agyekum . 

Secrctarv 
~egotiating Committee 

THE EDITOR. 
LEGO OBSERVER 
ACCRA. 
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By 1.00 o'clock p,m, Radio Ghana was carrying 
broadcast reports of what Mr. Amegashie had 
said at his conference at 10 a,m, the ,ame day, 
Nothing was heard announced about the sche· 
duled 4,00 o'clock meeting. and the presumption 
among our small editorial group was that the 
Press Conference had been held and was all over. 
and that was that! Not one of us considered it 
rational that two press conferences could be held 
by the same person on the same subject on the 
same day, 

But it was still important for the Observer to 
come out as early as possible on that fateful day. 
if only to act as a sabotage operation, So the edi· 
tor and his assistants, as well as one or two other 
members of the Editorial Committee. made for the 
Liberty Press. where they were therefoie congre­
gated and concentrated throughout the afternoon. 
After triumphantly seeing tbe first few hlmdred 
copies of the paper ,off the press and circulating 
as many of these as they could before nightfall. 
they heard, to their utter astonishment, that the 
4 o'clock Press Conference too had come off after 
all. 

By this review of the remarkable record of the 
events of Friday, 10th November 1967, we do no! 
expect. and do not desire. to be exonerated from 
blame for missing tbe second Press Conference. as 
we bad done tbe first though not for tbe same 
reasons. We simply wisbed to explain tbe cir· 
cumstances to tbose of our many followers wbo 
missed our members at botb conferences and reo 
acted in every way as if tbey considered this to 
bave been anotber fall of man, We feel bum· 
bled by the nature of tbeir concern, and wanted 
merely to put tbe facts before tbem, witb our 
profound apologies, 

"Three Women" 

THE International Drama Group was on view 
again, last week.end. witb two plays. The first. 
Three Women, is by a new Ghanaian writer, Ayi 
K wei Armah. who is something of an Angry 
Young Man: the second was A Yorkshire Trage­
die. Tbe "Tragedie" goes back to Shakespearian 
dramatic modes and manners, and is in fact attd· 
buted to tbe great man himself. . 

This second offering has already had a fair 
('run" on an Accra circuit before. playing to 
clubs, pubs, "market" crowds. and university 
audiences. in the city cen'tres and on the peri­
phery. The reactions and tbe reception have been 
mixed. ranging from the expected giggling or even 
loud laugbter at murder and mental torture. to 

sober attention and mood matching mood. 
on the whole A Yorkshire Tragedie has "­
viewed here by many as principally a bareflCld 
histrionic tour de force with little heart in il 
perhaps because of the style of acting-a vehide 
mostly for the Calders. Ian and Pat. the (tu. 
roaring) husband and the tragedy·saturated wilt 
in the play. More interesting for many in Iht 
large audience was Three Women, especially 1\ 

a first presentation by a writer not yet seen or 
heard on the boards before Saturday nigb~ Iht 
18th of November 1967. 

Three Women is a story of crude. archaic. of tao 
comic male domination. the story. if you lili, 
of tbe enjoyment of power in one of its numerous 
manifestations-that is. the manifestatioo of boll 
power and the love of it. The women nm 
the gamut from supine acquiescence to tbe will 
of God. to "tbings as tbey are". and, most of all 
to what one might here describe as tbe "reccp­
tacle·for·tbe.male.and·for·procreation theory 01 
womao"-at the one extreme; to complete reM 
liousness against all this submission and resigna' 
tioo, at the other; witb. in betweeo, the thin! 
woman, who is an eclectic. a sorter·out of COD­

flicting positioos, almost inevitably a· ready·to-be­
persuaded type. 

AU tbree are husbaoded and dominated by 0IIt 

man, Barima. Only Donkor tbe complacent aDd 
satisfied one, loves Barima; Sura, tbe doubter, 
tolerates him but is opened to persuasion agairut 
accepting her "slavery". Slavery is how their p0-

sition is described by the third wife, Fahodzi. 
the rebel, wbo hates Barima's guts and eventuaU) 
gets the other two to agree to "sanctions" againll 
the husband. The murder·reduced·to·drugging· 
and·typing·up coup fails miserably but the tragi· 
comic situation and its outcome gain for the v.o­
men Barima's lofty concession of a oew privilege 
to them: from now on they could eat witb hiro 
at table! 

Three Women is tigbtly constructed and w3I 

well produced by PatriCia Calder and very ad" 
quately acted by the small cast of four: Albertha 
Watts as Fahodzi. Betty Bossman as Doakor, 
Mary Yirenkyi as Sura, and William Okae 31 

Barima. Ayi Kwei Armah's metier is definilClI 
intellectual and. in tbis play, hangs on a high 
degree of sex/procreation symbolism: this Ibern< 
is announced and analysed repeatedly-som' 
would say repetitiously-by Donkor io the begUl' 

ning, when she likens woman to the mortar, sil· 
ting uncomplainingly on Mother Earth and rt­

ceiviog the pounding blows of tbe pestle, ' ' 
This is a play of words rather than of aclioo. 

and is to be judged as such. TheFe are momeD" 
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10 it when one felt a slight sense of impatience 
with the talk, or an incongruity among ideas. 
or apprehension whether a particular point was 
going to come off right or be spoilt; it may even 
r 'aid that the tensions built up in the conffic­
util situatioos are not always sustained. not ca­

tharslC enough to satisfy. But then this is only 
" tragi-comedy, not meant to stretch anybody out 
on the emotional wrack. On the other band the 
d ialogue is educated, even deep in places; and 
certainly the play is well constructed ar,J lucid. 
Much it seems, can be expected from Ayi Kwei 

rmah in the future. 

Letters 
1ne Abou-Ghana Controversy 

r tind Economics difficull, and "Stocks and 
har llften baffle me but T maoaged to fo llow A. 
o.dn ,uticlc ent itled "The Case of Abbott Labora-

U Jh' "1 Ltd." (Le,::on ObscrH.! r 27 October, 1967) . 
f m :11 not qui te clea r about some of the implications 
• 1 } hbott-Ghana agreement and I will like stra ight­
I n Hd ::lOswers to the fo llowing Questions: 

II lruc th at the terms of the ag reement may ma ke 
It 1m ssi blc (lr me to prcs..:ri be an anti-blood 
, sl lre drug manufactured in, say. Bri tain. or 
\.., 'f n . ." Simply because import licences were 
d ht> rJ.tclv not made available? 

. fht.: Fa..:t tha t my experience tell s me 
he tlLJlar drug which happens to }:Ie manu~ 

1 :d II' l>ritai. or Germany ill the most ellective 
f] 1"h i)ifll><i pres::.urc:7 Am J then hemmed in to 

lb fI nt i-hlood prcssure drugs for ~C'Oern l years 
, ~s t1 c ag reemen t imply that for yCl.TS to 

t f] li lt Iter my practical pharmacology and 
th. r.lp..:utics 10 ag ree with what • \ bhatt-Ghana 

()r h \ bb lit· Ghana going to manufacture 
• likt.: to p rt.::.trib,·7 . a ll tbe drugs D r. 

rr "Lrihe all (h( d rugs D r C like .. to 
lJ tht.: orugs D r. 0 hkcs to rr nih.:::" 

tin", "no syrup pbenergan", "no oral penicillin", "no 
PZ. l ", "no folic acid", "no one-sixth molar lactate 
solution", "no giving sets", " no metbyl-dopa", "no 
iron", "no codeine phosphate", "no anthistin syrup". 
"no ampicillin" , "00 cloxacillin", "no neomycin", ;'no 
endoxan'·, ... ! "no this", "no that" , then. in the in­
terests of all ailing fellow Ghanaians., perhaps all I 
should say is: Welcome Abbott-Ghana! 
Name and address supplied Korle-Du Doctor 
- Ed. 

SIR-The Commissioner fo r Industries bas so eloquent­
ly countered press criticism of the government's agree­
ment with Abbott of illinois. \Ve are made to under­
stand that our limitations made it impossible to offer 
any different tcnns to Abbott. We bave not. however. 
been convinced that these terms arc not whoUy fa­
vourable to Abbott at the expense of the nation. 

Now, assuming that we could oot negotiate for more 
than these \' ery prejUdicial terms why cou ld we not 
avo id the merger a ltogether? At least we have a Gha­
naian pha rmacologist who is qualified to be on the 
Board of Directors. Could he not be appointed the 
Managing Director and the complcrncotnry technical 
know-how hired to assist in running !.he factory? 

In our association with foreign entrepreneurs. we 
should seek such hel p as can enable us to stand up on 
our own feet, because we want to do our own walking. 
Bubiashic, I. K. Minta 
Accrn. 

SIR-You ar!! quite ri ght to tell us what is ha ppening 
in the affairs of l'\o rccment Abbott-Ghana and the Pio­
neer Farm Company 

But Radix's emot ional concern o,'er the possible 
demotion of Ghanaian pharmaceutica l executives is 
quite inisplaced.If money is invested in a ma nufacturing 
or farming business we must surely all agree that the 
investors will want to control their 0 .... "0 affairs and em­
ploy the best eXe\:ulivc'l they can geL T heir abilit) 
For t:\ Cf) one s. bencfit. is the thing that ultimately 
matters . 

0, if Radil. really wanlS to C\rouse o)ur interest, 
\\hy uoesn', he stre~ the fact thai, on e .. ;dcnL·e. the 
l'\LC is con..:emcd mainly with big business? Where 
Jr!.: the policies whi~h aim to stimulate numt.:rous 
'!;mall cnterpri~cs? Which Ghanaian economists have 
T<,;ally studied indigenous economics in depth and 
~p.;ak \\ith aulhorit:uj\C \oic~<;.? Who is pamst.1.kingly 
resl!ardung Into the ::.o .. lOlogical lmpo.-'<iimems to oe­
\dopmcm7 How man) indniduals or coopcratn,.;s in 
th ... Lountry a re crooitv.orthy and cl1mpri .... e the nation's 
under-!1oanr.::ed but l.:;lpJ.blc entreprcncur;l \ bme a ll . 
where arc the market l)rganizers ",ho \,ill primr.:: the 
;,ump of rural product" it) 1 

\\ h) \\-or l) if a few more American .. come t(l Ji ve 
in lu:\uriou~ bungalo .... -s The big concerns-and bigger 
potentials- lit; c:ls.:v.hcre 
P.O. Bo 37~5 

Thr.- '~ [ :t"pen" 0 0 Ghana 

\0 £~patri3 Ic 

:SIR A~ Olk 01 tho::.\! intcres1.oo 10 the wtabli ~hmo.::nt 

.. ..'f oln agri\'uhlJral cnlcrot .: to gro,," fO(''11 and fib re in 
l..;h, 03. and In pro\id. pnxc~ing and Sl>.;;T<ii=::' f .. c;­
l i tlc~ fu{ inJ"'ldual f..l.ffilcr::. I should 1I kc to c,lfTect 
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an impression left by the article from the IOWA 
STATE DAILY re produced in your issue of November 
10. 

The ma n mentioned in tbe a rticle was brough t to 
Ghana fo r two weeks as a consultant on the production 
of maize. He was not, is not and will not be an 
em ployee of the project. Furthermore, the sentiments 

, port rayed in the article are quite as abhorrent to those 
interested in the project as they were to your con­
tributor. 
Ambassador Hotel Garland R. Fanner 
Accra. 

The Case for D'isQualification 

SIR- I write to reinforce Me A. Radix's art icle which 
appeared in the Legen Observer of October 13-26. 

The whole argu men t of those who want the FUNC­
T IONARIES (as distinct from the mass membership 
whom the fun ctionaries deceived and misled) of the 
ex-C.P.P. banned from public life is this:-
(1) Political Oppression: That the ousted reg ime, far 

from ma king this coun try a land of freedom- Lbe 
logica l and legi timate expectation of tbe people at 
independence-irresponsibly and wicked ly went out 
of its way to' make this coun try a Hell to Ji ve in. 
We all know too well wbat th is means. No elabora­
tion is necessary at all. 

(2) Economic Ruin : That the ousted reg ime, fa r from 
achieving the abso lute poss ibi lity of making this 
country " the Japan of Africa" by open shameless 
pillage and piracy by its FUNCfrONAR1ES, mis­
management of our economic affairs, not only pre­
vented thi s miracle from happening, bu t actua lly 
brought the country to wha t I consider complete 
bankruptcy (NOT nea&-bankruptcy), and left a mas­
sive debt for the present and future generations to 
pay. And most painful of all, wbile they brought 
untold ha rdship and suffering upon the ord inary run 
of Ghanaians, they themselves conscienceiessly li ved 
in rank affluence. 
The argument is tbat now that this regime has been 

happily toppled, itsPRTNCJPALS sbould be made to 
pay for all this. The ordi nary Ghanaian simply wants 
to see some general punishment meted out to the 
PR1NCIPALS of that evil regime, and he is asking that 
11S a general punishment , these people be banned from 
public life for the rest of their li ves. T his means that : 

(i) these people should henceforth , as a matter of 
LAW, NEVER bold any public office, and 

(ii) they shou ld all lose the right to vo te. 
Surprisingly, some people say 'no' to this, saying that 

(1) thi s will be undemocrati c, and (2) thi s wi ll mean 
that the rulers at any given time who treat the prede­
<:essors in such a fashion also stand the chance of 
suffering the same fate one day, and this may become 
a continuous phenomenon. 

I think th is a rgument misses the poin t completely. 
We have specified for what cause these people should 
be punished. )n fact, this is the natu re of all true 
'Punishment: that it is meted out for a specified bad 
deed. There is nothing undemocra ti c about thi s, and 
what is more, ANYBODY who does that bad deed also 
equa lly stands to fa ce the SAME punishment. It it not 
a reasonable argument to say tbat if you punish a 
thief, you stand the same chance of being punished 
one day if you too steal, and therefore you should not 

punish the thief! Oh yes, I must be punished too wh 
1 too steal. Thi s is fair enough, isn't it? 

So the argument to ban the PRINCIPALS of th 
former reg ime from publ ic life simply boils down t 
this: That as a matter of genera l punisbmem, th 
should be banned from public life; that any group of 
people who at any lime happen to be i charge of tb 
country 's affa irs who behave in the sort ot way our 
ex-c. p.p. FUNCTIONARlES behaved, should (ll~ raft 
the same punishment. So tha~ it is not merely a qucsllo 
of vindictiveness aga inst our former rulers. Whal I 

rea ll y being sa id is that IRRESPONSIBLE running 0/ 
the affairs of the State such as we have witnc~ 

SHOULD BE MADE A PUNISHABLE OFFENCE 
OR CRI ME (whatever you call it). It is to be a genm! 
affai r, not a pa rti cula r case to be applied to the \\ 
c.P.P. rulers on ly. 
Acero F. W. Y. Agbol~ 

-----
George Padmo.re 

SIR- A fri end has sent me the issue of the leJ:ob 
Observer (Vol. II No. 21) that contains an excellent 
and most in terest ing article on George Padmorc / 
should like to suggest that this arti cle is expanded inlo 
a small book giving a full er account of Padmore's lift 
and work. 

His relation to Kwame Nkrumah has always sccmtd 
to me most interest ing. They formed a complcm( 
of opposites. Pad more was a well-read scbolar and 
th inker: Nkrumah had very little brain but had Ih~ 

kind of pusbing dri ve that got th ings done. When he 
ag itated fo r " independence now", he got it, but he Will 

dependent on Padmorc fo r his ideas. 
The importance of Padmore in this partnership \\ .. \ 

his inleg ri lY. He was absolutely unself·secking. He 
wanted no lhi ng for himself. He was vi rtually the onl) 
"adviser" whom Nkrumah could trust. Most of Ibl 
otbers secretly wanted to det.hrone him and take hi. 
place. (Sura wo clofo: Fear men and play with snakes)' 
Jt was not til) after Pad more's untimely death (195Q 

was it?) that Nkrumah, desperately lost, forloml)' 
secure. had to compensate for h is mental dcstilUlion 
by bui lding up an image of himse lf as Messiah etc. II 
was not till then that he started being corrupt and ~Jt. 
ing money away against the day of his inc\i tOlbk 
downfal l. It was not till then that he set up his jujIJ 
room in F lagstaff House (Padmore would have ]flUghed 
his head off over thai). It was not till then..that he St.1r1, I 
taking all so rts of confl icting pieces of advice fronl 
Egypt, Israel, Russia, China, etc. 

I think M r. Kotei is right in say ing that Paunl(lO: 
was not (at least as far as Ghana was concerned) 
thorough-go ing communist. He knew, for instance, wh' 
a lot Gbana owed 10 it s fleet of privately owned 10m' 
and its fine body of enterprizing owners and driH" 
Nkrumah's attempt to push them right off the roolh 

and substitute state-owned transport was an act which 
by itself could have brought about hi s downfall. 

I think, too, that Padmore would never have claim J 
that he (or Nkrumah or any of their g,roup) in\ctll<li 
the idea of independence for the West Afri can coloni 
He was a student of history and be knew that in 1~f11 
(or thereabouts) a select Committee of the House "I 
Commons recommended that as Bri tain was gcHifli 
nothing out 9f West Africa except death, she should 
withdraw as soon as those coloni es were capabk • f 
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mnning their own affairs. Of course the administrators 
\\1,; -l,: hopelessly slow and stick-in-the-mud, except per­
hJ.p!; Sir Gordon Guggisberg who created Takoradi 
h ·rblllJr. the Gold Coast Hospital and in 1925 Achi -
11 tao III v.hich latter institution it was drummed into 
the n'l} s every day in so many words that they were to 
hI,; Ih!; leaders of Africa. Nor did Padmore, I think. 
lad 10 admit that the shl\e trade was a trade involving a 
hUFr and a seller, both equally !culpable. The Africans 
\' m"ng whom slavery was indigenous) sold their bre­
lhrl,;l1 to the foreigners in exchange (chiefly) for guns 
a ,d gunr Iwder 

\Ja;.. I again congratulate Mr. Kotei on his article 
nd II rgl; him to expand it. For personal facts about 

P dm,)rl,; Dr. Busby of Suhurn wilJ be very useful. .He 
P·dmur,' left Trinidad for Britain together, 1 think, 

o.;rc k c friends. 

('IlIlh britlge Dr. M. J. Field 
Dol t::r['m. "Jomerset. U.h.. 

Or Fi:..ld j,; we author of Search for Security. a 
P~\ cno·-.;ocioloj!ica l book on modernlz.'ltion in Ghana. 

If I\nfci. a lecturer in Library Studies in lhc Un i­
\ II' 01 Glt:ln::'. has done research on Pad more but 

III ~rtldc i-; parli), b3sed on H. R. Hooker's Black 
I" ,lUI I laf,; Gcorge Padmore's Path from Com· 

Clllon;alism-Editor. 

n:;I,1(;un from the Akan is nol quite accurate; 
Il ~lmply mea.ns: Dewarc of friends-Editor 

-------------

~I~ (-,~~7::: nj~:S!~~ to sit 
III and relax? 
, , [hen come to 

Ii TIlE POIlW 

II \ ,) I nlL~ ]l1icy hot Barbecue with 
a cool drink? 

I -, It .Ibo,,) tea and OUT delicious 
hurnr·mau~ cakes ancl biscuits? 

I K , then m"ke it a point 
to come to 

THE POINT 

I 
( tl Jlln t; m of the old Accrn·Terna Road ilnd 

the \ ... ·ra·Ad:.1 Rl);ld) 

I Or n R ~I.m, to 12 p.m, e,-eryday 
,Isll a\',lIbble at 

THE POINT 
'II ~ re,1I Eggs, Khebab, Iee·cream. 

cakes, etc. 

3 'II p_m. to 5 p.m. 
\1, 

fttrno .. n 1 ell Time starts from 

1 _____ TeJ. 81·2851 

AfricaD [otellec(uals and Western Tmdition 

SIR-I sbould like to make a brief comment on a 
subject that has been di"cussed by Prof. Ofosu·Appiah 
in his article African Uoi\"CrsiHes and the Western Trn· 
dition (Legan Observer Vol. H Nos. 22 and 23) and 
also by the Vice-Cbancellor in his public Iccture en­
titled TIle Place o[ the Humanities in ::1 Modern Afri · 
can University (Faculty of Arts Lectures Michaelmas 
1967). The examination of the position of the African 
intellectual in relation to African and Western European 
tradition recalls a theme which became a subject of 
bitter intellectual and political controversy between 
the "Westerners" and the "Slavophiles" in J9th centufY 
Russia. Commenting on the historical and cultural 
backwardness of the Slavonic races. Peter Cbaadayc\. 
who originated the debate between Westernism and 
Slavophilism. wrote in his famous letter, published in 
the review, The Telescope in 1836: 

. \Ye arc among those nations that do not fit inlo 
the structure of humanity. but a re here to serve as 
a lesson to the world-at the present lime. no matter 
what one may say, we constitute a gap in human 
understanding. In the beginning savagL barbarism, 
then crude superstition and lheo a brutal and humi­
liating domination whose spirit was laler inherited 
by our national rulers-that is the sad story of our 

youtb. We have never known an age of uninterrupted 
activity and the natural play of moral forces. Our mc· 
mory docs not hnrbour any enchanting reminiscences 
and our tradition know no edifying cxamples. U you 
look back at the cenruries of our history and at the 
enormous territory we occupy on this planet you will 
not find a single memory \' hich could make } au 
stop. or i.I moment which could speak of our past 
in a powerful and colourful manner. We ha\-c to 
ha\e hammered into our heads the things which 
in other countries ar.:: a matter of instinct "nd habit 

Ch a<loyc\ "as a brilliant ,oung m~m, scholar, bi· 
bltophile :1S ",ell as a dandy and a man of exquisite 
ta~tc who belic,,-'d that the pr ... ,btcm of thc historical 
md l1tclkctual h3.d.\\ardncs..s of a Russia 1}'Hlg outside 
the t"rl)ntjc~ of We:->tem chilisation can only be s,)"...:d 
!;If the '\\":$temisation' of Russia.. Of cour~e Russia \"a~ 
I.::tposed to ~oml: measure 01 \\'estem European iJ...::.1s a.nd 
eultur.:: 3t the time of Peter the Great. "Ho\\e\er. due to 
a lack of 'i"bt.:r intellectual apprl.....-:ialion on the part of 
Russian mtcl!ig..:ntsia and uppa ,Ja~.scs. \\'estl.!TI1 in­
flucn..:e ~'n Russian society did not penetrate beyond ib 
~pcrfldal forms and th..:: ratio of western I raditi~m ,,'-'':> 
..:ithcr pcncrtcd or lost 'n the process of as.:.imi)alion 
Trostk} obsened that "the background nation not infr ... ·. 
Iju\lntly debas\;~ the achic\eml!nts borro\.\.cd (r(lm outsid..: 
in the rrn..:c~ {If adapting them to its own primili\...: 
culture. In thl~ 'he" cry proce~~ of a imilalion ~ 'quirc~ 
l ... If·c,'ntroldil,; ory ch:lracter. Thu~ the introJu~·tICln \)f 
... crtaln ekmt.:nl~ Llf \\ "tern trldition, abo\(: all miht.l.r"'I 
and Indl.t~I.'al. under Pc er I led to the strengthening 
of "CI d(lm" (1 TrNs~y· The Ru~ ... i:iO RC\llluli,)n). On 
Uu. ~llher 'ide t,f ihe debate the Sla\ophdL'l. malOlaincd 
the nle 1c,:lual adequacy of tbc B}7antinc tradition 
\,ffi ... l.:tll} aJ""pled b~ the ruling classes of the Sla\onic 
peoples. anJ ... ,,;[.:: 10\ king up 10 Russia ~s th" nt ~ 
\ulturi.ll forc ... \\,11idl \ ;e; going to repla.:c tb..:: decadent 
tradith'n d the LatinS and TelJlons 
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3011ll0.5 _ GAS CAl 
GAS KITCHEN EQUIPMENT 

. We can quote you for your total require~ 
in Zoppas Gas Kitchen equipment - CoG 
Boilers, Commercial Refrigerators etc. 

Installation can be arranged by us, and 
after sales service is assured. 

SCHOOLS LABORATORY EQUIP' 

Are you renovating, or setting up new Sd 
Laboratories? 

We offer a complete service for this inclu 
the supply of all fittings and equipment. 

-Please contact us now, if you are conside 
this type of project during 1968. 

BUSI & STEPH ENSO 
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GAS KITCHEN EQUIPMENT 

. We can quote you for youlr total requi 
in Zoppas Gas Kitchen equipment­
Boilers, Commercial Refrigerators etc. 

I nstallation can be arranged by us, and 
after sales service is assured. 

SCHOOLS LABORATORY 

Are you renovating, or setting up new 
Laboratories? 

We offer a complete service for this i 
the supply of all fittings and equipment. 

Please contact us now, if you are 
this type of project during 1968. 

BUSI & STEPH,EN 

Obtainable f"om ACCRA 
KUMASI 

HANA) LTD. TAKORADI 
TAMALE 
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In recent years the African scene bas seen a similar 
debate betwen "Westerners" on the one hand and Afri­
canisls, nationalists and negrophiles in intellectual and 
political circles. The conflict is sometimes defined as 
between the "cultural snobism of the Western intellec­
tua l and the cultural chauvinism of African National­
ism" (A. A. Kwapong: The P lace of Ihe Humanities 
in a Modem African University) and the solution, we 
are told, lies in a via media Of a synthesis of these 
traditions. 

It may, however, be pointed out that our not too 
clear definitions of Western tradition and culture, the 
shoddy attempts to relpbilitate African culture and 
traditional forms after the trauma of co lonia lism in the 
form of tribal dances and anthropologica l super~titions, 

have resulted in more intellectual confusion. And this 
inner alienation of the inteBect is reflected outwardly 
in tbe chaos of our contemporary socia l and ' political 
existence. I believe, Sir. that the task of the intellectual 
is essentially and humbly a semantic one: his is a ques­
tion of correct interpretation, of rigo rous definition and 
rationalisation of va ri ous tendencies. The question of 
selection, synthesis and development is a matter of 
social and hi storica l processes. 
Philosophy Department, Kwabena ArchampoDg 
Legon. 

Giving and Accepting G ifts 

SIR- We Ghanaians are facing many problems in our 
attempt to reconstruct a new society. One such prob lem 
is "giving gifts" to men in authority. In our future 
constitution tbere must be ~ provision specifying the 
conditions under which gifts shou ld be given and 
accepted by high government officials and Government 
Min isters. 

It is su rprising that men placed in autbority expect 
to be given gift's as a matter of course \"ben they are 
on lour. But hardly is it realized tbat "givers of gifts" 
often expect to influence the "receivers of gifts". Tbe 
revelations of the \·d. ri ous Commissions of Enquiry 
amply support my opin ion. Wben we were a colony 
government oflkia ls were unde r strict instructions to 
reciprocate in kind or in cash whenever they were 
given any giils. T suggest that similar conditi ons for 
accepting gifts be clearly stated in statutory form fo r 
a ll government officia ls and Cabinet Ministers in the 
future. 
House No. NT 42 M. Nwi Nyamikeh 
P .O. Box 337 
Akim Oda. 

Good Photographs for Calcndars 

STR.- It was on the 17th of April, this year, that 
Lt.-Gen. E. K. Kotoka, was killed by two power­
drunk Army Officers. The whole nation condemned 
the act. and the insurgents were killed by a firing­
squad. 

But a recent publication of 1968 calendars have the 
photographs of Lt. Yeboah and L1. Arthur, the insur­
gents and the unwanted elements, flanking both sides 
of our Hero, Lt.-Gen. Kotoka. a ll beaming with satis­
faction. What does this mean? Do we have to remem­
ber these insurgents at all by banging their photographs 
in ou r rooms7 Why not build monuments in their 
honour instead? I personally believe this is just like pu­
blishing a calenda r with the pictures of Job 600 and 

the Lincoln bullet-proof ca r flanking both sides of the 
photograph of Gen. Ankrab. The General is wanted 
but the others a re not to be remembered at a ll . 

Publishers of calendars should use 'reasonable' pho­
tographs and not those of traitors, murderers and 
"white elephants." 

May I ask that all these calendars be withdrawn 
from circu lation before we see something worse. 
P.O. Box 64, Yaw Assab-Snm 
Kibi, Akim Abualo_'_a ____ _ 

Agriculfu.ral Research Paperc; 

SIR- In your last issue Mr. Bria n Wills stressed the 
need to create a sense of urgency .in agricultural rc­
search and suggeste~ ways of achieving the best use 
of resea rch material. We would like to suggest another 
way- that is to get the decision-making eme to 
read research reports that are sent to them. It is very 
discouragin'g when, having spent months . sometimes 
yea rs on what is claimed to be an urgent prob lem to 
find that the resultant cyclostyled research paper is 
neither read nor sometimes even looked at until it 
appears in an international journal a year or two 
later and even then it may not be noticed locally. 

Jf the decision-makers are tOO busy to read re­
search papers tben at least they should delegate some­
body to summarise and report on them. Unti l such 
a mechanism is put into operation there wiJl be no 
sense of urgency in research , not only in agr icul ture 
but in many other disciplines and research wi ll be· 
come less rewarding. 

Morc and more l'ectu rers at Legan are becoming 
government committee men. This is apparenlly more 
rewarding than research . If this state of things con­
tinues it will, undoubtedly. in the long run injure not 
only the Un iversit y but the economy as well. 
Legan ~ Prof. R. Innes & 

Mrs. Rowena Lawson 
-----

"Reward to N.L.C." 

SIR-l-Jow come!, N.L.C. shOUld be rewarded? So 
everybody who governs this country shOUld be reo 
warded, just as the decadent c.P.P. politicians thought. 

Learned Dr. Taylor, resident in U.K., is suggesting 
very urgen tl y (L.O. Vol. iI, No. 22) that a reward 
should be made to the members of the N.L.C. before 
the nation returns TO civil ian rule. If he, Dr. Taylor. 
wants a decorative position in Ghana before the return 
to civilian rule, he should say so open ly. It looks as 
if Dr. Taylor has forgo tten that members of N.L.C. 
belong to the public services. Thus. they have a duty 
to perform to the nation for which they are paid 
handsomely. ] consider Dr. Taylor's proposition to be 
wrong!! 

May I suggest to Dr. Taylor that he will be the firsl 
person among a lot. if this country returns to ~c i v ili an 
rule, to write on "what went wrong" during the N.L.C. 
rule. 

I am of the considered opinion that the privileges 
and responsibilities that go with the membership of the 
N.L.C. are such that any extra reward is unnecessary· 
Certainly, any soldier or poli ceman, who wishes to 
participate in a future civilian government, can do so; 
but that can only be done through the appropriate 
constitutional channels. 
Achimofa Village Kweku Abakah 
Accra. 
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Does Ghana Deed the Atomic Reactor? 
SIR-The opinion expressed about the above subject 
by Mr. Ephraim Jackson in Vol. 1I No. 20 of 29 
Septembcr-12 October 1967 of the Legon Observer 
was very sound indeed. Immediately' after the coup 
many problems or issues came up in Ghana, imroe­
diatt: needs and future planning as :0 choice and 
continuity of certain projects. The Atomic Reacto r was 
one of the projects which agita.ted the minds of the 
new planners and their "advisers", and consequently 
rccci\cd much publicity. 

'\11 thar I would like to add is that if the present 
planners of (.hana want Ghanaians to reach the eco­
nomic and social goal:; of our time-the Utopia of the 
v.dfare state every leader speaks about, then it will 
only be reasonable to continue such a project. 

;\luch of the economic and social advancement of 
rn('St !.:t)llOtrics in Europe is due to the peaceful uses 
'Ii the aLom. and much of human existence depends. 
tod::!.} mmtl} on the fruitful resullS in Agriculture, 
lndustr.. Geology and Mining in a country, and if the 
2 M\ reaetor will he lp Ghana to improve this, wby 
n 1 mntinue the project? 

fhe N.L.C. must not undercstin1.3te the \alue of 
hI projcLt and h!a'\c it to the next civilian govem­

In n! whose hirth we do not yet know, bccause it is 
flol certain whether Ghana will rcturn to civilian rule 

'lth\f! thl,; next twdve months. 
Again it must be said that if the new government 

put h.lll much tru~t in the advisers, it will be realized 
I th..: l~'ng run that it would have been betler if the 

H:rnmcnl hdd acted upon its own. So far as econo­
mrl. and SUl'ntific advancement of a devcloping country 
I ('<lnu.;LOl,;d the "advlsers" 'hill al-...ays lil-..e to pre­
JuJi ..... ; It with international rolitics and sec that the 
J, \<;h'png r..nuntncs become economic and SCientific 

11111.''' "f the so ... ia\ly and scicnlitically ad\anced. 

()-Io l')'lke..<;lae~ 

ord.lhl Rrun<;!;81e 22 
010 Norwu) 

\Cr..m-Tcma 0 1) Tnm"'port 
rhe ..:"n.:cpt of private enterprise that bas ..:barac­

I !l~i .1 our !1I.'W t::..:onnmic rolicy sh(\uld by no me:!.!1" 
r mlcd to Cit} Iranspl)rt. Thi~ is in rcferl'occ tll 

Ih I ·Iarl'li roli\.} of the Commissioner for ('ommu­
III ti,'ns, \Ihn wl"he", to Jcnationaii:-;c .'\I;\.·f'3·Tcm.l City 

x>rt hv hco::nsing Pri\ale Opcrat'JT"- ,\cCfa j" a 
~.q ,ti~d~· s.maLI Cily aud lhc ComOli"siunr;:r WOUld 

llg.;nislng cl)nrusi~m by introduLin g a multiple 
r r stl.m. 

b Ih~ lommissiono::r "o::lIing (lllt a rath~1' lucratiyc 
I ~\I 10 t~, the Lcb ... ncs.: \)I}Craw~. "f is he 

sling Ih,It wc ..:annot lind thl,; men 10 man \gc and 
It .. su .... l"c"sfulh ;) l1all~malt~ed Cit~ tmllspo.lrt: \'\" io; 

Imp! iug lhat tho.: State cannot raisl; suffi.~l.:nt La· 

I \,\ "'('loft :.ult.Jh1c bu"c.s f,'r \CIT-I') 

letbOtli~1 Book Depot Ltd., £. K. orori 
1'0. "(\'1'1 100, 
("ll~ C01t<;t. 

L~on Obscnu', :')b:l1h:rinj! Ddeat 
lR- lhc l.CJ:oo Ob..encl"·s ...... oto;:b~,\l\ i~1,;C \~". 11 
~o :2) \:Ile" up lht:: ,anous :It'glJOlent<. onc {~t Its 
\; lft" !i.pond.:nts heard Juring hi:. rccent hlur ot \\ c"to::rn 
lUmp.: and Amerk.a. again~l !'.kr .. H1uh·s o,erthnw. 

In\.'C tho.: \o.:t") o\erthrow of Nkrum.:lh is. S.l mUlh 

UNIVERSITY OF GHANA 

CALLING ALL PAST STUDENTS 

REGISTER OF ALUMNI 

It is notified for tbe information of 
all past students of tbe University of 
Gbana, that tbe REGISTER OF 
ALUMNI of the University is being 
brougbt up to date, with particular 
reference to present addresses, and 
that all past tudents of the Univer­
sity are kindJy reqIJested to provide 
the following information to reach 

THE REGISTRAR, Ul\lJVERSITY 
OF GHANA, P. O. BOX 25. 
LEGON, as early as possible: 

(a) ame of Alumnus (official name 
lIsed in the University to be indica­
ted If there ha.s been a change of 
name since) 

\b) Period of study in the Uni,ersity 

(c) Pr~l~nt Occupation 

(J) Present \dJress. 

All ALUM~I are requested to co-op"­
rate to make this c:\:ercL-.;e a succe.~s. 

for the purposes 1f thi, exercise " past 

students of the. t.:ni\cr:-;ity of Ghana" inelu- , 

de ::.ludent<; of he l'niwfsitv Colkge 0f the 
Gold COdst (1448·57) and the Lnlvmit)" 
ColJoge ,)[ Ghana (195 7 -61). 

REGISTRAR 
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linked up with the birth of the Observer and since its 
continued survival would seem to de:pend on the con­
tinued demise of Nkrumah's direct political role in 
Ghana. one would expect this i~ue of the justification 
for Nkrumah's overthrow to be ~ vital and crucial 
one deserving of the Observer's most serious atten­
tion whenever it should come under review. 

The crux of the contention advanced by these Ame­
rican Negroes, Western Radicals and African Students 
abroad whom the Observer Correspondent met is that 
Nkrumah was the tide of African history and that 
by his overthrow, this tide has been most painfully 
turned. In other words Nkrumah stood as the symbol 
of Black Redemption, embodying tbe hopes and aspi­
rations of the millions of Black peoples all over the 
world and tbus, being a uni versal and not merely 
a Ghanaian phenomenon, Ghanaians had no justifi· 
cation for overthrowing him and thereby cutting off his 
monumental political mission to all Black \peoples of 
which Ghanaians constitute only a part. 

I submit that the Observer in its edition under 
reference failed miserably to counter this argument . 
and thereby re.estab\ish justification for its own ex.is· 
tence. 'Fhe paper seems helpless and totally unequal 

} to the task and finds its way emburdened with a 
glaring conlradiction which is a woefully sad com· 
mentary on the paper's intelligence. The first point 
in the Observer's defence is that the various argu· 
ments are unrea listic because they take an ideological 
standpoint "which is not amenable to evidence of any 
kind". From this what is implicil is made pointedly 
express in the next sentence which says that ideologies 
are di vorced from reali ty". Th is is a clear-cut universal 
assertion about ideologies which categorjcally does not 
admit of exceptions. Yet in the same breath, and to the 
reader's utter amazement, the Obs('rver goes on to 
assert that the only way to counter this pro·Nkrumah 
argument is to build up "an equally ideological stand", 
"based on the facts of the Ghanaian situation". 1s it 
not amazing that after being told in a clea r, unambi­
guous premiss that all ideo logies are di vo rced from 
reality, the Legon Observer, by some curiOl.\S twist of 
logic, would have us believe-and this in the same 
breath-that it is possible, where the Observer is con· 
cerned, to formulate an ideology ·that is in accord with 
facts? 

The impression 1he Observer crea tes by this spine­
less defence is that it has actually heen mightily over· 
powered by these arguments wbich view Nkrumab 's 
significance in its wider con tinenta l aspect involving 
the great vita l issues of the sa lvation of Africa from 
its damned cond ition and of the positive assertion of 
her peoples to the status of full human dignity rather 
than those a rgu ments which emphasise the na rrow 
and selfish interests of the Ghanaian home. I do not 
marvel at the Observer's evident capitu lation, only 
1 would wish that the paper would be honest enough 
to straightforwardly concede that it has been beaten, 
rather than 10 vainly and so unimpl"ess ively grope its 
way along in a manner which merely betrays its 
extremely hollow logical armoury. There is no doubt 
at all that this pathetically poor performance of the 
Observer constitutes its greatest defeat as a paper 
thriving on the aftermath of a coup which dethroned 

Kwame Nkrumah. And I hope: it has th.= honesty to 
accept its defeat. 
c/o P.O. Box 1638, Opoku Agyeman 
Accra. 

Editor's Note-

STRIPPED of its emotionalism, intemperate language, 
lack of intellectual maturity and clarity, failure to 
understand what was written and illegitimate and 
childish conclusions, the author seems to be saying, 
inter alia, the following:-

i. that the Legon Observer owes its existence to 
Nkrumah's overthrow 

ii. that the Notebook failed to counter effectively 
the arguments put forward 1:Iy the people the 
correspondent talked to 

iii. that the Notebook makes contradictory statements. 
In the first place. the author sees what he calls fte 

"crux of the contention advanced by these American 
Negroes, Western Radicals and African students 
abroad ... ". It is a crude over-simplification to see a 
crux in the Notebook article. Three positions were 
stated and the crux of each is entirely different from 
the other. One could, in a severe 5ummary, combine 
the positions of the African and Negro but even 
here it has to be emphasised that while African 
students see NkroJmah in black African terms, Negroes 
see him in terms of black 'peoples all over the world. 
The two positions are different. 

Secondly, the point of the Notebook article was sim­
ply to try to state the positions of the non-Ghanaians 
referred to for the benefit of the Ghamiian reading 
public. Our position in relation to these q,~guments bas 
been stated in numerous articles and editorials. Any 
intelligent reader must have known these by now 
The article's purpose was not to bore the Ghanaian 
public with the correspondent's counler-arguments. This 
wou ld have been superfluous from our point of view. 

Thirdly, it is cle.::tr from the Notebook article that 
the Negroes, African Students and Western radicals have 
on ly Nkrumah's foreign policy in mind when talking 
a bout Ghana and Nkrumah. But foreign policy does nol 
exhaust the complex of ideas that was referred til 
as "Nkrumaism." Even if a person becomes enchanted 
with Nkrumah's foreign policy. it seems illogical to 
commit him to an approval of bis domestic poLicy 
Nkrumah's foreign policy does not 10gically entail, 
subsume or imply his domestic policies. The author 
fails to make this elementary distinction. 

Fourthly, a Notebook. article is 1I0t an accasion for 
a learned treatise on ideolo'gy. However, as the writer 
may probably know every political ideology is histori­
cally grounded on social and political experience; "class" 
in 19th Century Marxism and "race" in early 20th 
Century Naz ism. But after its fonnulation it is nol 
amenable to new facts. and new social and political 
experience. When this is grasped the rest of the articlu 
will appear consistent. This was the unsppken assump­
tion of the Notebook article. 

Fina lly, the inferences of the article are so emotional 
as not to deri ve legitimately from anything said in the 
article. We do not, for instance, refer to "narrow 
and selfish interests of the Ghanaian home". Whatever 
it means loud talking abroad must be founded on 
solid ec;nomic achievements at home. This is wh~1 
historically makes nations respected and makes poli­
tical leaders stay in power. 
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GIL BEY'S GIN 
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Book Review 
THE ANGLO-AFRICAN COMMONWEALTH 
(By Ali A. Mazrui. London Pergamon Press. 1967) 

Reviewed by 

J . A. Peasah 

ALl MAZRUI is the Professor and Head of the 
Department of Political Science. Makerere Uni· 
versity CoUege. He writes from an African point 
of view though it appears that he does so not 
primarily for African readership but for a non· 
African one. He is a great believer in the po. 
tency of ideas and their tremendous impact on 
social events. or rather should one say, he finds 
it an intellectual duty to rationalise. systematise 
and articulate popular African slogans whose 
import tends to be deeper than some persons 
are wont to think. Mazrui's contribution to 
the debate on African politics is generally to 
offer a refreshing counter-weight against the ra­
ther overdone foreign analysis of the African 
situation. which tends to treat African activities 
as if they were nothing but instinctive reactions 
to inexorably harsh environments. fraught with 
tribes. hunger. disease and poverty. Mazrui seems 
to say. "We. Africans. are capable of abstraction 
and the idealising enterprise; we can concep· 
tualisc." 

Naturally. then. Mazrui is keen about the im­
port of African political language. At times. he 
seems to take the Marzist line that "Life is not 
determined by consciousness. but consciousness 
by lile" and that "Language is as old as CODS, 

ciousness. language is practical consciousness 
for language. like consciousness. only 

arises from need, the necessity. of intercourse 
with other men." Consequently, African politi­
cal leaders found themselves in situations in 
which the language of John Locke and Mahat· 
rna Gandhi destribed their life so aptly that 
they could do nothing but borrow and employ 
such language. This situation was one of 
resistance. "Gandhi is associated with the doctrine 
of non·violent resistance. Locke is associated 
with the related doctrine that one need not obey 
a government which is not based on consent." 
(pp. II & I~l. It j, true that the class clement is 
absent in such an analysis but one cannot deny the 
emphasUi on some element of "linguistic deter· 
minism:' or the fact th"'l language is a raLionali· 
satiou of objcctive situations. 

At other times. the un·Manist "ideological" 
Mazrui reflects on Airican "rn\'thi..:al" language 
..... hich does not describe present reality but defines 
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a hope and interpretes an obscure past. And, 
therefore, the African, like the British, bas his 
"romantic self-images". Britons are sustained, 
accord~ng to Mazrui, by the "myth 0f sophistica­
tion", while tbe African thrives on tbe "myth of 
innocence", with its dual meaning of "not know­
ing" and "not guilty". In sbort, tbe African is 
ready to learn and pick tbe best out of tbe ex­
perience of other continepts wbile displaying his 
guiltlessness in regard to his intercourse with 
otber peoples. As against this guiltlessness one 
bas to balance tbe British "mytb of maturity" 
which has deceived the British into committing 
tbe wrongful act of trespass on other people's 
land for the sake of building a - great empire, 
wbose history is- cbalked by tbe blood of innocent 
natives. Mytbs, like slogans, one would say, 
shoula be contrasted witb rational conclusions, 
thought some myths are not completely unrelated 
to some type of misunderstood or distorted reali­
ty. In any case, myths belp to perform the dual 
function of guiding the shaping of reality and 
environment, and sustaining psychological balan­
ce. We can, tberefore, come to the conclusion tbat 
in tbe major part of tbe book, Mazrui is sounding 
ihe bell that the African situation is the resultant 
of the interactions of unfulfilled ' ideas, tolerably 
rational calculations and the African natural en­
vironment. 

One need not quarrel with such a commonplace 
c;onclusion but one finds it difficult to accept all 
the steps, as presented by Mazrui, leading to it. 
Some of his arguments in the book' clearly strike 
one as far-fetched or insufficiently founded. For 
instance, it is only through extreme flexibility of 
imagination tbat Mazrui cOuld link the African's 
admiration for ancient African empires and his 
deference to .British royalty with the prevailing 
phenomenon of one-man rule in Africa. It is 
very plausible to do this but one wonders the 
e:xtent of the fruitfulness of such an exercise, if 
it is done out of the context witbin which tbese 
individuals emerged. Was it the result of pure 
bero-worship, of sheer intimidation and terrorism. 
of a rationalised desire for redeeming prophetic 
dictators wbo could destroy tbe temple and build 
it in a day, or of pure royal awe? 

"Osagyefo" (or redeemer) could certainly be a 
royal title. A redeemer is not necessarily a king, 
as the Author himself realises since he describes 
redeemers as "quasi-monarchical". Perhaps the 
Germap "Der Fuhrer" was also quasi-monarchi­
cal. Tbe fault here is tbat Mazrui fails to draw 
a distinction between monarchical rule in its 
"primitive" sense of rule by one man and in its 

conventional sense of rule by one man by- dint of 
that man's awe-inspiring familial ties. If every 
reverence for a leader is simply royal, tben the 
late J. F. Kennecly was a royal or quasi-monar­
chical President. Perhaps Mazrui would agree 
wi th this and therefore he is not incapable of 
talking of "monarchical republics" in Africa (pp. 
103 & 104). Similarly Mazrui fails to realise that 
the exile of the Kabaka in 1953 had repercus­
sions in Africa primarily because he was a recog. 
nised and accepted African leader, who symbo­
lised the African's defiance of foreign Fule, in 
the same way as the confinement of Joshua 
Nkomo and Rev. Sithole has present repercus­
sions in Africa. Monarchy explains the leaderShip 
in the one case but in the other, it does not. The 
overriding fact is one of recognised leadership. 
Monarchy in its conventional sense is certainly 
admired in Africa but so are other types of lea­
dership. An analysis that discovers monarchy in 
any type of strong and perbaps popular leadership 
is certainly a bemused one. 

Mazrui advances his other arguments in some 
SUGh fashion. £hakespeare therefore had impact 
on AfriGan political language and acti¥ily. Whe­
ther ~ome African leaders saw themselves as 
Julius Caesars trying to prevent Brutuses and 
Mark Anthonys is a problem one would gladly 
leave to Mazrui to ponder on. In my view. 
Nkrumah's refusal of life presidency was dictated 
by sheer pruden"" and expediency; the men who 
applauded on that occasion knew that he would 
have been a fool to accept that offer. Likewise, 
Nye,ere's establishment of a one-party system 
was also dictated by his belief that only that 
sysem would perhaps ensure his rule and unite 
his people. He need not have read "Julius Caesar" 
to know that possible opponents would be like 
Mark Anthonys on J'latforms. The English­
speaking African leaders might have sometimes 
spoken Sbakespea.ean language but their audien­
ces heard them in African dialects because the 
latter might never have been able to write their 
own names, let alone read Shakespeare. Oratory. 
surely, is important but its impact is determined 
by the extent to which it strikes familiar notes. 
The familiar notes here are the African reality. 
Lowliness may be young ambition's ladder; how· 
ever this is a universal truth whieh one could have 
perceived either through practical experience. 
or African bedtime stories or African proverbs. 

At any rate, Mazrui makes it quite clear that 
the Commonwealth as it now exists cannot do 
without race equality. In this, he agrees with 
Gordon Walker that the "Commonwealth , will 

I 
I 
I 
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complete its fulfilment and maximize the co· 
operation of its members for its inherent moral 
ends when it becomes in truth and without inhi­
"ition a Euro·Afro·Asian Commonwealth". 

Mazrui"s book is well -written and, in many 
respects, it is intellectually provocaeve. It is 
"orth baving on the shelf. 

Tributes 
WILLIAM ESSUMAN·GWIRA SEKYI 

I'OPULARLY KNOWN AS KOBINA SEKYI 

By 
E. E. Appiah 

'o,"ember was the month, seventy five years ago 
(1892), when Kobina Sekyi was born in Cape 
COa! I. He died there in 1956, aged 64 years. 
Helo,,,, i4i a tribute to Sekyi, a man of towering 
intellect and unique character, and ODe of the 
1Il0t1Ot unusual personalities ever produced in this 
(:Ountry. Thh, article is by a declared life-long 
admirer ot Sekyi who chooses to use a pseudo­
pym ("E. E. Appiah") but bas given us his 
ClJrrcct name and address.-Editor. 

!lorn 011 the I st of November, 1892. Kobina 
kvi neve::r ceased to glory in the fact of his 

iI vmg come from a stock that was "'alpba 
II ubi ... plus" His father was the late Chief John 
ckYI ot Cape Coast aDd his mother the late 

\\ ilhemina C leland of E lmina and Accra. po-
pulad} known as Ewuraba; both of them were 
~l on/Tted with royal houses alllong which were 
tho nt \kwamu and James Town. Accra. Thus 
h.obina .... as fortunate in his early home-life 
katurillg the influence of his mother and the hea l­
th\ lhsL'lpline of his father, the Patria Potestas. 
He himself set 3 high va lue on the contribut ion 
Ilf the- '- factors towards his upbringing. 

\Her IllS elcml.':ntary education. he wt.:nt to 
1 I hl1lund College (no\\ Mfantsiplm St:hooll 
h~le hL later became one of a group of boys 

llhJWn .l!i tht.: '"Faithful E ight" These OO)!i 

!lluutly held the fort by o rgani-.ing their own 
lu hI.:..' at the school when there \\-as no teacher. 

11 til tlml,; \\ hen the Revd W. T B.limer 

ar i .. cd 10 lake chart"!:e. 
In 1 ')]0, at the e~r1} age o[ 18. he Idt the 

( old Coa.'.t for the United Kingdom. where be 
entered l ni"crsity College. L niversity of LI..'Indon 

blaio1l1g his M.A. Honours Philos0phy degree 
to IQ10 He entered the Middle Temple ill 1916 
and v.as called to the Bar in 1918 In that same 
)cur he returned to the Gold Coast bringing witb 

him a most distinguished academic record. 
On bis arrival in England in 191 0, Mr. Sekyi 

had set his heart not only on winning academic 
distinction but also on emulating the British in 
their way of life. Clotbes. dancing, playing tbe 
violin and the piano-these were some of the 
aspects of English life which gripped his imagi­
nation. He was meticulous about these and strove 
in every way to acquire that polish which was 
assumed to characterize tbe English gentleman. 

This picture, though it does indicate in outline 
something of the brillia nce and versatility of Ko­
bina Sekyi's younger days, does not really portray 
the essential man. He was something much more 
than a distinguisbed scholar o r an erudite lawyer. 
1f there was one quality more than another which 
impressed itself upon aU those who came into 
contact with him. it was his bonesty. Added to 
this were llis love of count ry and an unflagging al­
legiance to wha t he recognised as right and just. 
He possessed a mind that was bold. decisive and 
independent a will tbat was as determined and 
inflexible as it ",,·as persevenng. There was a 
solidity about him, a rock·like q uality. that 
inspired confidence. 

When he arrived back in his country in 1918 

he believed that tbe things tba t England stood 
for were noble and uplifting. He was content to 
belong to the British Empirt;. and even felt 
towards it a duty of obedienc~ and respect. 

But this was soon to be modified. for the Gold 
Coast to which he returoed was a place under 
the heavy incubus of colonialism: a place where 
the people had little or no scope to develop 
wbatever talent might have been latent or native 
in them . Sekyi's eye.,') became open for tbe first 
time to Olbt":r truths. No Jonger did tbe (\uter shell 
of Western sophistication satisfy his mind or 
stimulate his senses; instead. his z~t for the tbmgs 
of the West was transmuted into an apprecia­
tion of anJ adnllration for the culture of his 
nativeland. H.:nceforlh it \~ as good-bye to Savilc 
Row garments and welcome to the national attire 
and native culture. 

He threw himself with c.!Jrnestness into the 
b,lttle tb('n being \\aged. rather feebly. fo r the 
emancIpation of the people of the country from 
the thraldom of coloniali.:sm: be became one of 
the foundation mt:mbcrs of the British West Afn· 
can Congre"s on wnose platforms he. a mere 
strappling. not infrequently astonished hiS bearer!) 
\\ ith his ma:-tcrful and masculine eloquence 

\\ hen the Congress ceased 10 be \\ hat it \\ as 
intendeJ to be. Kobma Sekvi continued the sUug­
gle against coloniali.srn. He' never tired of fighti;g: 
against anything that savoureJ of oppression 
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When he smelt oppression, Ills impetuousness 
burst all bounds; that is why he always pursued 
the victims of his ire with what appeared like 
exceptionally violent fury and rancour. For his 
fight, Sekyi employed several means-the proces­
ses of law, public lectures, the press, and the 
platform of the Aborigines Rights Protection 
Society. 

It was by means of the Aborigines Rights Pro­
tection Society that Seky; hoped to acilleve his 
political aims. He believed that this Society of 
Chiefs and E lder Statesmen, as embodying all 
the gathered wisdom and experience of the coun­
try, alone was capable of saving the country. 
Tills was the first article of his faith. It was the 
last article of his creed. Tills creed formed a basis 
oE conviction on which his aims and ambitions 
were supported and steadied. He lavished all Ills 
resources of wealth and ta lent on tbis Society. 
and succeeded in a considerable measure in ma­
king it a formidable natiopal political organisa­
tion. 

The Colonial government. not to be overtaken 
by events began to undermine his achievements 
by several subtle counter measur"s, the most po­
tent of these being the Provincial Councils of 
Chiefs, which were established not only for tbe 
purpose of carrying out the policy of Indirect 
Rule but also of crippling the formidable weapon 
that K,pbina Sekyi and other <tatesmen bad built 
up. In spite of all that the gifted Sekyi could do. 
the spontaneous and full co-operation of all the 
Chiefs and people was wanting. and tbe Society 
was soon to be ushered into its twiHgbt. 

This was accelerated by the coming to the 'fore 
or a new and less definitely shaped political ideo­
logy, based on the conviction that in the task of 
the emancipation of the people the material inte­
rests and well-being of the masses must be given 
prior consideration. and tbat the masses themselves 
must be granted a place in whatever Council of 
State that dealt with such matters. This new creed 
began to gain ground more and more and . with 
its growth. proved to be a dangerous onslaught 
on the fortress of the Council of Chiefs and Elder 
Statesmen. Henceforth the Optirnates per se coun ­
ted for little or nothing in local politics. 

Sekyi himself was not so much a man of tbe 
people as an intellectual giant and selfless patriot 
whom everybody respected. The new political 
creed was not in consonance with his own che­
rished ideas. Not that he did not believe in 
democraoy. but he felt that in our system of 
chief-ship we have a unique contribution to make 
to the constitutions of the world. And he would 
have liked to see the old order yielding place to 

no new-fangled theories about sops to King 
Demos. 

The result was tbat Kobina Sekyi withdrew from 
the arena of active politics. For some conside­
rable length of time he was a solitary man cul­
tivating an Olympian aloofness and enjoying few 
intimacies. But there was in that lonely man a 
steely firmness, a serene assurance of confidence 
which proved an immense strength in , times of 
crises and justified tbe admiring, (hougb distant. 
veneration with whiGh he was regarded. 

Towards the close of his life. be was dragged 
out of his enforced retirement by the force of 
events-events connected with the form that the 
constitution for a free and independent Gold 
Coast should take. He gladly accepted mem­
bership of the Constitution Committee of 19 
but before the political paradise he was vigorously 
helping to create could materialize, he was called 
away to his eternal rest. 

The debt which we of the present generation 
owe hinl is not to be counted in pounds and 
thousands of pounds (though it can be measured 
in many of these). but rather in those impon­
derables whose value can never be assessed in 
concrete terms. His place in the country's his­
tory is assured, for it will be idle to predict 
when students of West Afrioan politics will no 
longer be impressed by the fascin'ling story of 
the momentous task that was performed for the 
country in particular and West Africa in general 
by W. Essuman-Gwira Sekyi. 

CLEMENT ANDERSON AKROFI, O.B.B. 

Tribute by 
Rev_ D. A. Konotey-Abulu 

YOU would appreciate the genius that accom­
plished his life's work only if you knew Clement 
Anderson Akrofi personally. I first met him when 
we entered tbe Akropong Training College as 
first year students forty-six years ago. As fellow­
students for three years and as fellow-tutors for 
another seven a warm friendship developed be­
tween us which continued until his death on the 
10th of July, 1967. His is the story which demons­
trates that to the dark side of life there is always 
a bright side. Handicap should not necessarily 
spell failure. wh~re there is the will. determina­
tion and resolution to succeed. 

Akrofi was not a physically strong man. But 
though his weak body was denied the movement 
of its members bis brain was not. He had an 
amazing. versatile mind; he read widely amJ 
it seemed that he had a photographic memory· 
English History and English Literature were h~ 
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FIBRE BAG MANUFACTURING 
CORPORATION, KUMASI 

STAFF APPOINTMENT 

CHIEF ACCOUNTANT 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified Ghanaians for the post 
of Chief Accountant. 

Applicants must possess the following qualifications:-

QUALIFICATIONS: 
A.CA (Chartered), A.C.CA, A.C.WA 

EXPERIENCE: 
Must have had no t less than 3 years post qualification experience, 

SALARY: 
£1 ,650 x 50 - £2,150 (NC3,300 x 100 - NC4,300.00) 
Porot of en try will, of course, depend on experience. 

DUTIES: 
Responsible to the Managing Director for smooth running and main­
tenance of the Corporation's accounts including Cost and Statistical 
Sections, Any other duties as may be requested by the Managing Direc-

tOL 

IFmOD OF APPLICATION: 
Applicants should state and submit clearly their qualifications and expe­
rience and attach copies of testimonials etc, to the Managing Director, 
Fibre Bag Manufacturing Corporation. P,O, Box 1983, Kumasi not 
later than 30th November, 1967_ 
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special field;. and he read all the greatest Englis11-
writers . 

. He had a Hair for formal grammer, a subject 
to which Murray, the Principal, attached the 
greatest importance. He studied Latin, classical 
Greek, Logic, Ethics and Economics, and enjoyed 
Vergil, Circero, Ovid, and HoraCe best of all. 
For his study of African Linguistic he acquired 
a working knowledge of German in order to read 
Prof. Westerman. But when Akrofi started his 
scholarly work in Twi Grammar, he did not 
imitate European Grammarians. He confirmed 
that there was no preposition as a part of speech 
irr the K waa Group of Sudanese languages of 
which Ghanaian languages form a part. Instead 
there are "post-positions". He standardized Twi 
spelling, and for almost forty years Akrofi's au­
thority in Twi was unquestioned; he read the 
script of every important work in that subject, at 
least for orthography. 

With Prof. Eugene Rapp, the eminent philo­
logist and linguist, Akrofi carried out the labo­
rious work of revising Coostaller's Twi Bible. 
In ' his frail body, he showed more than enough 
vitality; and for his performance, he was awarded 
the doctorate-degree by Mainz University. 

His residence was a centre for intellectuals. 
and his visitors came from many fields and many 
lands: priests, missionaries, educationists, politi­
cians. scholars~ traders, journalists. teachers. 
students, and farmers-aU were equally at home 
with him. The charm of his li,fe was as much in 
his scholarship and . his defiance of his physical 
disabilities, as in his profound faith in God, Who 
gave him vigour and victory in life. 

He was forthright and never knew fear. Cer­
tainly Akrofi. held a special place in life. Many 
of us cry over lack of opportunities and talk 
about departed relations· who might have enabled 
us realize our ambitions and changed our for­
tunes. But Akrofi reminds one of Archimedes 
and Goethe. Archimedes once cried, "Give me- a 
standing-place and I will move the world." Centu­
ries later. Goethe retortered "l\.eep your standing­
place and move the world." Using a frail body, 
Akrofi kept his standing-place and moved his 
world. 

ARE YOU 

on our 

SUBSCRIPTION LIST? 

M-a t t e,. s A r is in g 
DISFRANCHISEMENT AND DISQUALIFI­

CATION-RADIX ANSWERED 

By 
Yao Kobli 

THE article by Radix on disfranchlsement and 
disquali.fication in the Legon Observer, Vol. II. 
No. 21, made interesting reading. On an impor­
tant issue such as this the more views there are 
the better the opportunity for the nation to assess 
the merits and demerits of disfranchisement and 
disquali.fication. 

Distinguishing between Disfranchisement and 
Disqualification 

While I entirely share Radix's view that the 
right to vote should not be denied the c.P.P. 
elements concerned, I find it rather difficult to 
see the basis for considering the right to stand for 
election less ·important than the right to vote. 
If he means to say that the right to vote is fun­
damenta! because it admits of no quali.fications 
while the right to stand for election does, this 
is not correct. The LCNR Communication on 
Political Parties and the Electoral System (LegOfl 

Observer, Vol. II,. No.3, p. 5) rightly asserts 
that "important as the right to vote is, it has 
never been unconditional." For example, people 
convicted of certain crimes or who are below a 
certain age are not allowed to vote. The same 
is true OJ' the right to stand for election. So that 
citizenship without more does not entitle any­
one to vote any more than it entitles him to 
stand for election. When Radix tallcs of the right 
to vote he means to say that a citizen who. 
satisfies certain conditions onght to be given the 
vote. Similarly when one talks of the right to 

. stand for election one intends to say that a 
citizen who satisfies certain conditions onght 
to be allowed to stand for office. The voters may 
or may not reject him, but that is beside the 
point. ·. . 

If by the distinction between the right to vote 
and the right to stand for election Radix implies 
that the former admits of lesser quali.fications 
than the latter, the facts of life again do not 
bear him out. A comparison of the grounds of 
disfranchisement and disqualification in the laws 
of any country reveals· a striking similarity. Try 
comparing, for example. the provisions of the 

. Electoral Ordinance of 1953 with section 25 of the 
1957 Constitution. This is not an accident. It is 
a manifestation of the belief based on 20th cen­
tury political experience that the right to stand 

j 
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for elective office is no less essential to demo­
cracy than the right to vote. The right to vote 
is meaningless unless there is something to vote 
for. It is for this reason thot Article 21(1) of 
Ule Universal Declaration of Human Rights states 
that: 

"Everyone has the right to take part in the 
government of his country, directly or 
through freely chosen representatives". 

Paragraph 2 of the same Article adds for good 
measure tha~ "Everyone has the right of equal 
a(Cess to public service in his country." And this 
IS, not all. If the right to stand for elective office 
...:an be arbitrarily denied conditions will not exist 
ior the electors to have in the words of the LCNR 
Communication on The Party and the Electoral 
'vstem (The Legon Observer, Vol. II, No.2, P. 3) 
"the unhindered right and the opportunity to 
hoo~e one candidate rather than another." Why. 

aft"' all. do people quarrell with the eJections 
held in Communist countries? The electorate must 
be left :-.ome room to sieve the desirable from the 
undesIrable candidates. 

What all this means is that certain other 
fights arc so closely associated with the right to 
"ntt: th:it Ihey are no less fundamental. whatever 
Jogrnas tCl:tbooks on politics put across. These 
riJh!.S cannot be arbitrarily mterfered with. any 
more (han one can arbitrarily interfere with the 

'ight to \ ote. 
Grounds fur Disqualification 

Tbis hrings me to tbe crux of the matter­
Ihe tlJsis for disquaHtkation. We say that a citi· 
," OUl;ht to be given the right to vote if he 
altShe; \"'crtain conditions because we believe 

tha.l democracy demands it The conditions va£) 
frOnt onc t.:o~try to the other. but in order not 
to render the right meaningJes., we beljevc that 
d<.'Hlo.:racy rega.rds certain conditions as irra· 
IIOn,.1.1. so that. for example, one should not be 
dc:nltJ he vote because of his sex or political 
lplolon We have considered why the right {O 

.tdnd for elective office ought also to be accord· 
. d "",hen the ~tlpulated conditions have been sa· 
tlsl1r 1 I he question now is what conditions in 
relatton t(l this right are rational and pennissible 
'1·1 h t .He not? 

, 1 understand H. Radi' calls (or disquahfi­
tion lx.'Cause those concerned have shown them· 
Iv .. "unfit to hold public offi,e'· They are 

guilty of the "type of betrayal that is clear 
t.;nough although nOl capable of precise for­
mul(l.t.ion'· but definable "by means of e amples." 

Disqualification is always done because it b 
felt that those concerned are unfit for office. That 
lnuch is common ground. The difficulty is in 

stating the grounds for disqualification so as not 
to destroy democracy in the process. Now let us 
look at the examples of Radix. The first one 
concerns tbe purported gift of Peduase Lodge 
to Nkrumah made by the Cabinet in 1960 Uust 
before the cbange to Republican status) in appre­
ciation of his 12 years service to Ghana. Accor· 
ding to Radix t~ means jn "plain language" 
tbat Nkrumah benefited by £50.000 "taken frau­
dulently from public coffers." In the atmosphere 
of 1960 it is not difficult to believe that there was 
a genuine appreciation of Nkrumah's services to 
Gbana. In the circumstances there could be no­
thing fraudulent about a publicised gift of 
£50,000 to him any more than it would be frau­
dulent for the NLC to offer a £50,000 reward to 
anyone who captures Nkrumah. Moreover. what 
Radix does not seem to know is thaI the Apaloo 
Commission appointed "to enquire into and' ... 
determine the extent of Kwame Nkrumah's pro· 
perties ... " does not mclude Peduase Lodge 
among such properties. The Lodge is and has 
beel) considered as belonging to the state. even 
before lhe coup. 

The second example given by Radix is the case 
of the Ghana Educational Trust. This Trust was 
set up before indcpendence fOl the perfectly 
legitimate purpose of helping those dismissed 
from Secondary Schools for political sympathy 
with the independence movement It was subse· 
quently "endowed" with a considerable sum of 
money by the Cocoa Marketing Board. As Radix 
suggests. bribes were collected on the contracts 
awarded II that is so, this is definitely repre­
hensibJe and, if the NLC were so minded. pro· 
secutJons could be considered in the same way 
as they are being considered in respect of those 
guilty of bribery and corruption in the issue of 
import licences. Those found guilty of briber; 
and corruption should be disqualified by all 
means. The difference between Radix and me is 
that "itile he is prepared to rest on bis personal 
moralitv. I believe that the Courts are the best 
institutiOns for deciding such questions . 

The danger of erecting onc·s persona] morality 
into publIc standards is demonstrated more 
clearly by Rad ....... ·s third example. A socialist and 
autocratIc government lfl a one·part;- state ~~ 
up an Ideologl,a} Institute to teach sociaJism. 
chooses lectl!rers and pays them salaries it thmks 
they deserve. Is this a ""means of looting lhe 
public treasury" any more than it ~ if ;l demo· 
cratic governmedt decides to set up a CIVic 
Educal100 Centre to educate the people so as t<' 

prevent a recurrence of dictator.;;hip. and pays 
the staff salaries different from those obtaining 
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at the .Universities? In effect what Radix pro­
poses here, as well as in his arguments concerning 
what the C.P.P. did to deprive the people of 
"the right and opportunity to protest", is punish­
ment for political attitudes that arc no longer 
fashionable. Would those who advocate disqua­
lification on the grounds of the Preventive De­
tention Act do so on the ground of protective 
custody, or do they think that the victims of the 
latter do not find it oppressive? On the basis 
of Radix's suggestions tbe story of disqualifica­
tion will for ever be resurrected with every change 
of government, to punish acts of politics which 
in one context were legitimate but in another 
appear obnoxious. 

Apportioning Blame 
When it is argued that disqualification is in­

advisable because one cannot blame only the 
c.P.P. for the past it is intended thereby to make 
people think more deeply of the reasons for 
what happened instead of searching for scape­
goats. Nevertheless, Radix insists on a formula 
for apportioning blame for the wrongs of the 
past. He distinguishes between "those who take 
orders and execute policy" from "those who for­
mulate policy ... " The latter only merit disqua­
lification. But isn't this solution too simple? 
Is tbe prison warder who tortured Dr. Danquah 
because he was rude to him less responsible 
for his death than the man who ordered that 
he be fed on garri, salt and water only because 
the former executed policy and tbe latter 
formulated it? Is it too much to appreciate 
that even those who execute policy formulate 
their own in the process? Furthermore, what about 
those pressure groups who caused particular 
wicked policies to be formulated, e.g. those per­
sons who instigated the cruel detention of their 
fellow beings? Are they less guilty because they 
were not in the government? And if, as Radix 
claims, which is not true of all cases, those who 
executed policy were browbeaten by those who 
formulated policy into enforcing their orders, is 
it fanciful as bas been claimed by many. 
that some of those who were in a position 
to formulate policy were themselves brow­
beaten by Nkrumah and some of his associates 
into accepting certain policies? Radix may say 
that they had no business continuing to serve 
and that they abdicated responsibility for which 
tbey sbould be punished. But don't similar con­
siderations apply to tbose wbo executed policy? 
Tbe Nazis learnt at Nuremberg what tbose sol­
diers who participated in the April 17th abortive 
coup are learning now: that there is no excuse for 
obeying manifestly immoral or illegal orders. 

I 

There is one more comment on Radix's for­
mula. Having created it he hardly applies it 
He would not enquire to find out what part eacb 
individual who worked in. the "input" of tbe 
Nkrumab regime played in creating tbe policies 
which merit disqualification. He would simply 
disqualify members of the Cgntral Committee. 
Cabinet Ministers, MPs., Lecturer~ qf the Ideo­
logical Institute. District Commissioners. high 
party officials as well as those of the so-called 
"integral wings". and members of the "Rogue 
Dictator's personal security service (Ambrose Yan· 
key's outfit)" . This will include people as diffe· 
rent as Archie Casely-Hayford, P. K. K. Quaidoo. 
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Welbeck and Bentum, the present Secreta ry-Ge­
neral of the TU,c' 

The Alternative Test 
I support the grounds for disqualification ex­

pressed in your editorial of Vol. IT, No, 20, for 
the following reasons: they supply a test indepen­
dent of anyone's personal morality; they satisfy 
another essentia l tenet of democracy-the rule of 
law: thev do not a llow of blanket disqualification: 
.nd they reftect not only tbe va lues of the Indepen­
lienee Comaitution which most people consider 
democratic but of many a constitu tion. To quote 
\our editoria l: 

"dIsfranchisement (or d isqua li fica tion) must 
be based on criminal acts which a re of a 
fraudu lent nature, or which concern elections 
or \vhich carry a certa in type or degree of 
pun ishment. or which involve professional 
nli'lconduct." 

The fear of Radix that to advocate disqualifi­
calion on the bastS of the rule of law and due 
pHlLe~!-. of law is in reality to let "tbe C.P. P. 
lca<.krs ,ilone Lo enjoy their loot. and a t any 
lul11rt" dJ.t~ worm tbeir way back to power" 

BEESHAM 

is unjustified. Such a fear cannot even be founded 
in the abortive prosecution of those involved in 
the Leventis deal. The legal armoury is rich and 
there is no reason why prosecutions should be 
made only for dissipation of public assets, Of 
course, there will be some reprehensible acts for 
which crimina l convictions cannot be secured. 
Tbis is tbe price you pay for democracy, If we 
are to sacrifice or ci rcumvent the criminal pro­
cess for convenience we sha ll let loose a more 
terrible tyranny. 

Conclusion 

Tbe debate on disfranchisement and disqualifi­
ca tion should occasion a deeper search into ins­
titutions and proced ures for avoiding a recu rrence 
of the mistakes of the past. Tbese mistakes re­
flect a genera l weakness in the Ghanaian society. 
We bave often been reminded of the fact that 
what went wrong is still going wrong. The so­
cial and political problems which face this coun­
try were merely worsened not initiated by the 
c.p,p, T he disqualification of SOme c.p,p, mem­
bers will therefore not beralJ :m era of demo· 
cracy, honesty and integrity. 
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