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A HISTOR]CAI- PERSPECTIVE OFMIGMTIONIROM AND TO GHANA

Chapter Three
A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF
MIGRATION FROM AND TO GHANA
Johr Anarf And Ofosu-Mensdh E:mlnarlruel Ababio

Abstract
Migralion has been part of human existence since creation. Many people
mrg-rr, lo- \Ii. r. -e.r,or. .rnd. r1 ng rvl- cl- r. rh< r len"r. o, .un.ral or
the search for an improved siruarion. ft sometimes seems to be the onlv
loglcal and rational thing ro do when one is faced with sLtuations thx
border on survival and is also flaced with making a choice.

^Ke),1vords: Migrarion, Ghana, Gold mines. Norlhern Territories
colonial, lmmlgration, Emigrarion

1. Introduction
Migraiion rnovemenrs have been a leature o[ Africa in rhe pasr and are one
of its mosi importanr d€mographical features at Lhe presenr day, (Anarfi,
1982). lnremarional migrarion wirhin Wesr Alrica, and between rhe region
and the resr of rhe contineor, daaes back to dm€ immemonal (Arhin, 197g)
The trans-Saharan caravan routes are among lhe earliesr evidence ofmajor
rrr'"r.ror bcru'e"r $ .r ,itrd \orh At .a o- r""d.rg ,.o ex. .,:r ge o[
scholars (Boahen 1966). lbn Barula, wrirlng in rhe fifreenth century. anal

-"o \ ri,rnu. $ntirg'd(Jt ir rha ci\r6cnih c< rrr1. b-tl -ra. ",-,i""ol lhe peaceful movemenr o[ people across erhnic boundaries (Barura
1929; Africanus 1896). The presence ol Europeans on rhe Wesr Coasr lrom
the 1400s onwards dinxpted rhe lhen existing norlh south movemenr
of people and goods. However, rhe contacr wlth Europeans createcl new
paLterns ol movement, first through slave rade and larer colonisation.
lvithin the sub-region and wirh the resr of the *,orld (Boahen 1966). The
nerv dynamics ihai emerged coniinue to rhe present day. \rirrually alt rhe
ethnic groups in presem Ghana claim to have emigrated ftom somewhere
other ",:r Lcr p-e.cn lo.;rro Borhen 'o75 . thc r.r o rh-,,-- ron ..
to examine bnefly lhe history of migrarion from and ro Ghana.
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2.,Historical Development o[ Emigrarion from
Ghana

Based on lhe ayailable evidence, Iour disttncL phases have been j.lenrilied inthe inLemationaliisrory ofmigrarion from a1ld ro Ghana. Tirese are:. , p",.q 
" n. rn-. I n." ". or p.. .d. s B7c ,. , p_r od o ic,.r.i cr gr.. .r,187,1-toqo.r

. a phase ol large-scale emigration (1957 1964),. a period of intensLfrc:rrion and diasporisatjon of Chanaians(1965 tS80s).
From pre -coloniai rjmes up to rhe laLe 1960s, Ghana enjoyed relati\.eeconomic prosperiry and rvas rhe desrlnalion of n"ny n rg*",. i.._- n€ighbouring [,en Alrican counrries (Anarli tggr; ,"" ;]";j";,;;;;;period under consideretion, internalionai movemen! Irom Ghana involveda rdat^.ely. small number ol people. most of *.hom .r"." .,;d";,;;;;proiessonals Nlosr ol rhese movemens u.erc ro lhe Unircd f^ea". ;;Jother English-speaking counLies due ro colonial links (Arrrfi. A;.J.,A 'rc 

-1 ,. ,*. ,. .or lr . .. ,. c x ,.t....on ad . ;,. ;. . .:";
L rHr. \r .f ..nrv b. I t.0 Cl"i"rdn Il
2000) sone G;,"""* p;;;.;";;;;:l:j':".,ff1:i: rllmj:.i"ix.:lCambia, BoLswana and Srerra Leo[e. Other
communiies, were kno,n,o r,n"" *ig,"*a ncll'Jl',Xli,il'"J,,"r'J,*li::
to Benin and lvorI Coasr (Odorei, 20;O).

The initial emigration ol Ghanaians sraned alter 1965. Fron fiai perioclGhana expedenced an econo ic crisis ol
(Anar, Awusabo.asare ;;i, ;;d ilJl I:xi#"ffr, ilf,:::i;f" n-,r1. Je r g, u,r g I -npo.rr-l .r..1 .o.," m.r,i* he d, n"
ll '-e'o,onr 1'd" l,r -r . ",.,re Lo,,o.h t"r.,8,"".r".. _;,The proponior of Ioreigners in Ghana declined 1r",,'r trJ p". .";,;;;;;
to 5 6 pt.r cenr in 19 70 This rren.l was reinforced b), ,h" AL;", a";pl;;;;Order of-I970. wherebl. non _Ghanaians wirhouL ,,rLid d".r;;,., ;;;"ivp.'^- to r.l,,orr 'n ,\r ,.nr.r,er o-.o.eo .or. .. g;: ,."lrl "Jon., to.n t"..i....o-,, rle.Jo.r,8,,

-- 
Br rhe end o{ tht decacle, many Ghanaians \l.ere rravelling orLrside rhe

::,; l :.:l 
ro rob. \r;ro (\ o',ee.,r.rrr,.. *.. p-o...,o,-r.

^:.1 l 
*,.. . r"\. c . crd adr .n j ol rvhol u"r. ,, ,, ..1Dv. u , t'. sr .i r. t g" td". Bo...r ,..,. \.pon,],r .l Z rrrbi: ro.r.". *r.\'h' rr ,,. on o 1i oDmct t ..lr .nobD^n en.e ,An rt,l. \" ,.., o \.rra



A H]STORICAL PEISPECTI\,'E OF MIGRATION FROM AND TO GIIANA

et al. 2000). Orhers returned to work in ihe countries where they were
trained rvhen the economic conditions in Ghana began ro be unlavourable.
Nloreover rhere $-ere rhose rvho rrevelled inlrlally lor educarion and,/or
training bur stayed behind afrer thcir programme ol srudy Ther€ were also
increasing numbers of Ghanaians rvho were born abroad and eirher srayed
behind lvhen Lheir parenrs retumed ro Ghana orrvent back \r,hen rheywere
o1J e orgho,ord- odrot...\ lonthe,ro$l

The phase o[ rhe large-scale emigrarion begAn in the early l980s when
r.l.r.l. d and ..r .sl,..l .d ,.,t ;na.ar.. r rrg-,Ie, ,Jl ol ll-F . ourl ) n >cr-. I

oljobs in neighbouring Wesr Afuican counrries (Anarfi, 1982) The number
of professionals migraling also increased in response ro rhe demand lor
thejr labour abroad and ar a dme *.hen the economy had collapsed and
there were shorrages ofbaslc items including detergenrs and food. Miqration
rrfl b..-m.'or co.'rebdir. sunr\J rrJrcgr.s-, prcdb) ,a uiouat",rd
lamilies to enable them to cope with diffrcult economic conalidons

In rhe earLy 1980s unolficial figures put the average number ol
GhanAians who nigrared inro Nigeria ar abour 300 per day (Anar6, t9B2).
By December 1980 about 150,000 Ghanaianshad regisrered wlrh rhe chana
HiSh Commission ln l-agos. The narure of rhe migration \r.as such rhat rhe
counrry los! much ofirs rrained personnel. For example in the carly l9B0s,
about 13 per cent ol rhe 163 paid up members of rhe Ghana Insrirule of
Architects had addresses in Nigeria. ft was also estimared rhat abour 50 per
cenr of the archirecls lrom rhe University ol Science and Technology had
migrated ro Nigerie. Similarly rhe 1975 census oI C6te d,lvojre recorded
o\,?r +2,000 Ghanaians in rhar coumry ln 1986, rhe number of Ghanaians
in C6te d lvoire .n'as eslinuted ro be berween 500.OOO and BOO,000 (Anad,
Awusabo-Asare et al. 2000). These figures comparewllhthe toral population
of Ghana o[just over 15 mi]lion in 1990.

The migralion rvas aggravared by a loss of fairh in Ghana! furure
due to bad govemance bI boih rhe civilian and miljrary regimes. The
Economic Communiry of Wesr Afrjcan Srates (ECOWAS), formed in
1975, precipirared fu(her Ghanaian emigratiol to neighboudng Wesr
A n.Jn.oL1'nci Or " o. rhc ol .e.-,\..o rhr r"gio., o-grrr., on ",.o..ili.r. r.don o n., \Fr en. , .,oen.. a rd errp'ou-.n, rr ,r,.hrr.,e
community Ir is estimarcd rhar about rlvo million Ghanalans emigrated
betrveen I974 and 1981, mainl)r tuom rhe sourh. Anolher indicarion;f ihe
number of Ghan:rians who rravelled ourside is de ved from rhe estimated
number of Ghanaians emong people deporred from Nigeda in 1983 I. is
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esrimared tha! of the two million people d€ported lrom Nigeria in 1983,

beiween 900,000 and L2 million were Ghanaians (Anarfi 1982) l--his

figure excludes prolessionals and their dependants *,ho were not allected

by rhe deportarion exercise. Adeku workcd oLlt the number ol Ghanaian

emigranls in major $,orld regions from the 1984 c€nsus r€tuns (Adeku

1995) According ro this analysis, rhe number ofemigrants a! dlat time was

39,000, and thls accounted lor 0.3 per cent ofthe rotal resjdent popuhtion.
olthat number,47 per cent were lemales, contrary to the popular lr€w that
women emigrate less. ln fact, \r'omen dominared shor! disrance emigraiton
to nearby countries, accounting for 6'1, 57 and 56 per cen! respectively of
lhe Ghanaian emigrants in C6!e d'lvoire, Burkiru Faso and Togo, whereas

a higher propo on o[ men travel]ed lurther afreld (Anarli 1982). ln terms

of age, lemale mlgrants were younger on the \rrhole than male migrants For
inslance, a! that !ime, lhe mean age of the lemale nigrants lell berween L5

and 24 years, lvhile lor men it was berween 25 and 34 years.

The exodus ol challaians to neighbouring countries continued through
the 1990s to recent times Nonethcless, rhis most recent phase ol the
migration ofGhanaians ls more importantly characterised by their diaspori
saLion, which had begun in rhe middle o[ t]re 1980s. Van Heer classihes

Ghana as one of the ten countnes in Africa involved in producing a'new
dlaspora'in recent times (Van H€ar 1998). Slnce the 1990s, large numbers

ol Ghanaians have moved to major cities such as London, Amsterdam,

HamburgAnd NewYork (Black, Tiemoko e! al ,2003) Acco ing io rhe UK
Home Olfice, Ghana *as among the Lop ten sending countnes to the UK
in 1996, and in fte decade 1990-2001 about 21,,+85 Ghanaians entered
the UK Meanwhile, North Amedcn has become increasingly dominant as e

destination forGhanalans. From 1986 to 200149,703 GhAnaiens emigratcd

to Lhe US By 2001,104,000 Ghaneians were living in the US, $,hils! 14,335
were rcgistered ln Canada. (The Ghanaian diaspora also live in many more
coumries around the world. Data from the Ghana Immigration Service also

indicate rhat more than 2,000 Ghanaians were deported lrom 58 counrries
around the world in 1993 (Van Hear, 1998)

A number ol reasons explxin this continued exodus. Overa1l, there is a

long hrslory ofeInlgIation from Ghana to other West Alrican sLar€s, as well
as Europe and North America, for various reasons including emplolmenr,
education and training (Nuro, 1999) lnitiaLly, lew of rhe migrants wenr as

economic miglanls. However, the increase 111 inlemalional out migration
in the late I970s and early 1980s has been attributed to economic decline

.46.
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and polirical jnsrabiliry (,{lderman, I994; Fosu, 1992). Bv the micl_tgBOs
r\ec.or.n\o uhandsargtoMngat d 1eg,r.t\e r.r.e -o, pt l-edecl,-c
rhe governmenr inrroduced a Sttucrural Adjusrment protramme, which
included stall redeploymem and rhe wirhdrawal ol subsidies on social
senices such as heaLLh, transpo( and educarion The unemploymenr and
other hardships tlut occurred wirh the wifidrawal ol subsiclies creared
conditions for lurther emigrarion.

lnlrlall}'; Nigeria b€came a major pojnr of desLLnation for Ghanaians.
But wilh rhe expulsions ol Ghanaians lrom Nigena jn 1983 end lg85. rhe
destination counrnes ol migrants became more diverse. oarrjcularlv lor
prolessionals. Furthermore, some prolessionals rook advrntage of theihen
strong value of the Nigerian NaiI3 ro travel to Europe, America and other
Atl.. an .oLrnr - c. wh'le th, .pm -."'.e(l $o-(t. . t-lFo o go,\ hetc\. r th"\
.ou J i<.)' 1.al.o rnd. o...\. I lo75 rnd oBl. Cn,rnJ r-,v hrve .o,r
:b^. 14.000 q i,ilrt eo r",cl-p., rmo rg the 1 i.000 rn,eriri graduare,
(Rado, 1986). Both less and u,ell qualifred Ghanaians migrateJLo work
in der.elopinEi and developed countdes as economic refugees, rhc larrer
g.oL, .rrru'ur ng te "r"," br , l drar r'l-ot \r1.r"..lhe \olh ^rlll-"1others call bmin exchange among developing coumnes. These highly
qualified indiriduals nigrared lor a vanety ol reasons including lack oiio;
,,rr.'" rJr-(p".€o er Doorcrldr ru.rr..ndpro.p,-. r.at.r,,
of molil.aiion (Gould. 1993; Nuro, 1999).

Since lhe mid 1990s, there has been some evi.ience ofrelurn njgration
to Chana This has been attribuled pa{ly ro the improvemem in the
Ghanaian economy vis-ii-vis rhe economies ol Lhe nelghbou ng coumries
thar once auracted Ghanaians (lvorld Bank, t9g4) as well as res;cdoos on
Ghanaians travelling abroad (for instance, rhose rravelling to EU couniries)
and reperriation of those withour valid documenrs. Nonetheless. a second
genelation ol chanatans living abroad is also growing, ohen seftling rhere,
but maimaining ljnks and identifying wrrh Ghana

3.-Historical Development of Migration Within
Ghana and From Its Neighbours
Like emigrarion, migration novemenrs tvirhin Ghana and from rhe rest ol
the West Afncan r€gion dare back !o a penod long before colonisarion.
Dunng this period rradlng acrivilies srimulared flows ol traders from
t,e glbor . g rc rorip.. uh b o gh nom lo,, nrr. ..r.1" she"p. lde.
o wrld dn 1l"l. ,*J ,l .h.. ro Sal::" n,.^e. or .Jle \Volr o toq8



Clapperton (1929) also describes lhe prcs€nc€ in rhe rolvn ol Kaiama ol
a carevan consisting of'uprvard o[ 1000 men and women. and as many
beast of burden on their way ba.k to Harrsaland eher a long lrading rrip
to Gonja and Ashanti.' According !o Sudarkasa (1974-75), mlgration for
the purpose of rrade gained monenaum in rhe coLonial era. This situerion
resulted lrom the relative peace rhar prevailed in rhe region lollolvint rhe
end ofinter-tnbal wars, and rhe csrablishment ofbeuer lines of communi
cation. Rouch (1959) has noted tha! soln€ ol lhe migranrs !o Ghana.
Lnciudrng man1, lrom Nige( Nlali end Nigcna, were sell -employed iraders
rather than wxge labourers. Nypen's stud), of mArker rraders in Accra also
documented rhe presence ol a sizeable poputarion of emtgranr rraders
lrom Nigeia, Niger xnd Ntali rvorkrng in Lhe cirys markers The aciiviries
of commercial migrants conlinued lrom rhe pre colonial era to rhe early
1970s when it dwindled as a resuLr ol rhe Aliens Compliance Ordcr, as well
as ahe enactment o[ Ghana BusLness Promorion Acr number 334 of,{ugus(
l, 1970, $,hich \.ts also used as a weapon ro cluse comnercial migranG
away from thc country (Anarfi, Arvusabo,Asare er al. 2000).

ln addition to traders, rhe development o[ gold mines and cocoa larms
lrom rhe late ninereemh c€ntury to the second hallo[ rhe r$.enlieih century
country attmctcd many miSranrs. According ro Anin (1974): .Ol 

rhe
regions whichbenefired lrom rh€ conrribution ol rhe permanem migration,
Southern Ghana is orrisranding." He lurLher stated that the migrams
were predominantly unmarned \,rcung male adults rvho mainly wenr lnto
a€giculture and mining in fie areas of arnacrlon (Anarn 1978). Mabogunje
(1972) also identifies a similar pa(ern and explains ir as a nalural reacrion
to the geography of Wesi ,{[rica, which is such (her the sourhem foresr is
more lavourxbl€ io econorric development rhan the savennah north He
also recognises Ghana as a major auraction for migranis in \\tn Africa.

Labour migranrs came from a vanety ol neighbounng countries in
response to labour shortages in ihe colony (Ababio, tggq) For examplc, by
the mlddle ol 1909, rhe labour shortage was described by rhe auLhorities
as 'acute'. The 19I0 Anuual R€por! ol Lhe \Vest Alrican Chamber ol Mines
complained that'a11 rhe local supply olnarive labourers rvas exhausted and
the indusrryrvas laced rvith a shotuge. Thjs problem came about as a result
ofthe faca rhar rhe Akan mine labourers resented underground \r,ork. They
beliered that underground mining was xssociaied wiih unlriendly spirirs.
ln addirion, they viewed underground mining as a low starus acriviry
15-o. 'rrd $rL J)\,<d rd r\erctore.l"g.ad ng... .dclr ron r.. ALr r, o rld
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A HISTOI]CAL PERSPECTIVE OFMIGRAI]ON FROM A\D TO GILANA

reasonably subsisr on cukivation oftradirional food crops (,vams, cocoyams,
cassava, bananas, plantain and green vegetables) supplemented by hunting
and fishing. Consequemly rhere was no presslng need lor them to sell theii
l,iboulo Furooeonc ro be rb e o, rrr r li"1 ,g

The cocoa boom o[ rhe 1930s woEened rhe shorrage of]abour ro work
underground, as work in the cocoa indusrry \\,.as more attmctive than.orl,. .rr nrec Wo-I,.'..,n,. fo.r .,oe,r-:r d (terr, l.one uhrl.r
even larger numbers of unskilled migrant workers were recrxiled Irom rhe
French Wesr Alrican colonies of Upper Volta (now Burkina Faso), Togo,
Ivory Coast, Mali, Benin and Nigeria. In rhe 1913 populadon census ir vias
reponed ther rhe numbel ol African foreigners working in rhe coLrntry was4-r2rL,rdrr,il otl Upr" \ol :.Burl...,r rr.o.^r. he r'larr.ource
of migranr labou in Wesr Afnca during rhe coloniel era. Crozari (IBgt).
who visired Mossi Country (in whar is now Burkina Faso) in I890, declared
that rhe Nlossi population,is surprisingly dense for a B]ack countrv There
,. hcrc rn crornro.r, c,rpr a'. ir-ediarelv cxploltrble. Alber Lororc- wno
also visired Frcnch Wesr Alrica in rhe ]920s repo(ed rhar rhe Upper Volta
r,?s then considered a'resewoir ofmanpower: 3 million Negroes. Everyone
comes here to get lhem as one $,ould go ro weils for water, (iondres, tg29)

ln pracrice. emlre villages or enlire clans of fie people ol Upper Volta
moved !o Ghana duing rhe second and rhird decarles olrhe centurv due to
nb,: upr.rng. rrrl,.,rrJ r". -ri. ert. tor,.d doout ar d arrne A r oth, raL

British documenr puts rhe number ol Upper Voha narionals who enrered
Cluna during 1927- 1928 ar t2O,OOO (Anarfi, I9B2). Ihe 1931 poputation
census of Ghana esrimared rhar berween I92l and tgil abo;r ,87.000
Upper Volta nationals moved into Ghana. Ber.lreen 1948 and 1960. rhe
percentage of the popularion in Ghana who were bom abroad had practi
cally doubled. In 1960, 195,000 Upper Volta nationals and t33,OOO Upper
Volta born persons were ii\.1ng in Ghana. (Anar6 1982) The high influx of
migranr labourcrs from rhe Northem Terriro es and Upper Voha lowards
the end ol 1922 was rhe resuh ofrhe orrtbreak of famine. Reporrs reaching
the Chiel Commissioner spoke of a growing rhreat ol lamine in nortf,
Mamprusi, Builsa and Zuarungu disrncrs where viliagers were reported to
be eating grass weed. Due ro rhe famine many young men beovee; the ages
of llfteen and ahirry-five $-ere lorced to migrare in search of rvork in the
mines (Ababio, 1999). Anorher reason for rhis migmtjon was rhe need ro
*tisfy social oblLgations such as the pa)mem oI dowries and bride weahh.



With the expanded cultivation ofcocoa in the year following World War
Two, N,lalians also emlgrated to Ghana. Of the 350,000 Malians who were
reslding outside their country in 1960, as many as 19,367 were 1lving ln
Chana (Zacharia and Cond€, 1978). Migrant labourers lrom rhe French
West African countnes migrared to work in the mines in the nineleenrh
cenaurybecause o[ the French colonlal governments policy of lorced labour.
oppressive direct laxation and corporaL punishmenr. Berween 1916 and
1917 more than 12.000 people 1e[r Ivory Coast for Ghana. Large numbers
also came lrom Togo in 1910 with as many as 14,000 migrating from
the Misahohe districr alone (Ababio, 1999). The exrenr of rhe hisrorical
migration of Togo nalionals ro Ghana can be indirecrly obrained lrom the
1960 populalion census (Table 1).

Table 1 : Togo Nationals Born and Enumerated ir Ghala

1950-55

1945-50

1940-45

1935-40

r930-35
t925 3a

l,gzo)5
1915-20

1910 t5
1905-t0
Belore 1905

43,816

25,856

12,301

6,82r

5,356

4,151

2,523

547

851

49)_

266

515

t'our.?: DeturaJ n 6haB Ccn rls o,l.c, I960 Pdflla.ion Gne!, vot. lti, Acra

Whils! movemems from Upper Voha. Mali and lvory Coas! dare to rhe
early twemierh century Nigenans w€re established in Ghana even at the
beginning of lhe nineleemh cenrury; indeed, rheir connecrlon with rhe
country goes as far back as rhe period of the caravan rrade when Hausas
were actively involved in thar acriviry. By the second quarrerofrhe rwenrierh
century Nigerians conslituled lhe largesr single group among the subjects

.50.



A HISIORICAI IEFIPECN\E OF MIGRATION FROM AND TO CILANA

of orher British Wesr African colonies resident in Ghana and made un a

sizeable proporrion ofall aliens in the country (Tables 2 and 3).

Table 2: Immigranrs from O(her British Wesr African Colonies in 1931, by

Cenrral

Eastem

Nonhem
Terntory

Togoland

Total

6,A+6

10,518

z4,.970

r5,036

6,378

3,955

67.743

s,489

10,582

25,7A4

15,335

6,378

3,968
'70,536

299

25

59

807

13

2,808

Table 3: Aliens Recorded by rhe lgll Cenrus

Other Britlsh Wesr Aftica
Colonies

French West Alnca

Colonies

Liberia

Total

I96,282

6,812

I5,587
289,2t7

67.9

5_4

100.0

After independence in 1957, Ghana conrinued to altractmisranrs due ro
rLs reld'.\e a.lluen.e In radr'.on. r\. fo-ergr polr.y ot , ," gorfr,-.,.n. *-
gea'ed Lowatd( the D-omor on o' pa.,AIricr rr.n: he r, e Gl^an, be.an-" a

haven for a number of African freedom frghters and pan Africanisrs. Thus,
in lhe 1q60 census, non -Ghanaians accounted for t2 Der cent ol rhe

I,6t0

24.4
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enumerared populadon. Nligranls from orhcr Alrican counrries consrirured
98 per cent o[ Lhe foreign popu]arion (Anar1i. A\lnsabo Asare er al.. 20OO).

Apart from Lhe labour migrarion inro rhe counrr), rhere are also
significam historical movemens ol people within Ghana irself. Firsr, rhe
rnovement o[ cash crop lanners \rlthin the counlry began well inro rhe
larcr part ol the ninereenlh cenruryr For example Akwapem farmers were
migrsting by the middle ol rhe ninereemh cenrury ro empry lands where
they could grow oi1 palm and subsisrence crops. palm producrs rhen
mnking as the leading cash crop o[ rhe area (Hit], 1963). Thus, long belore
colonl$tion, migrarory movemems in Ghana \r'ere srroDgly delermined by
the distrlbution o[ economtc opporiuniries. PoLilical €xi]es also moved out
ol the Asante region in 1818. 1824, 1832 and sgain in 1874 -5 After rhe

1890s, private individuals were also arirircred to soulhern Ghana by the
seeningly unlimited €conomic possibiliries held out in an era oflegitimate
lrade by the vast expanse ol feflile. unoccupied egricu]ural lands of rhe
regioo. (Addo-Fening 1987).

Second, noi only did migranr $,orkers seck our economic oppo{uniries
in agricultural work, bur theywere acliveLy recrxired by rhe colonial author-
ides. fhe reduction in the supply ol Kru labourers due to the develop[renr
ol rubber plantation jn Libcna (Szerezewski, lg65) and rhe unwilllngness
ol the Akans to rvork underground made rhe mining companies consider
importation ol unskilled labourers fro1l the noftlr The Norihern Terirories
were deerned by rhe colonial regime !o have little drrect economlc value;
hence in rhe 1920s Governor Gu|gisbeB designaled rhe lerirories as a

labour reserve lor the supp]y ot cheap labour for Lhe mines and general
labour in lhe cities in the Solrlh (Cuggisberg, 1920). The period 1919 ro
1924 saw the acceleralion ollabour recruirmert in rhc Norrhem Territories.
When Guggisberg launched his developmem plan in Novenber 1919 he
calculaled lhaaa labour lorce oI27,000 menwouldbe neededand suggesred
Lhat a speciai recruitmen! scheme bc organised in rh€ No(hern Terriro es.

Dr.rrin8 that period the cocoa indusrry also required tmensive labour
and pro\'1ded inducements in rhe form ol high wages (Ababio, 1999) The
period of inaclivity in rhe Norlhem Terrirories corresponds to rhe rime ol
peak agricultural demand in rhe cocoa regibns of the foresr zone, so rhar
labourers lrom the Nonhern Terirories could migrare ro rhe sonah ro work
on a seasonal basis and rerum home lor rhe single growing season. This
lolm ol migratioll has been occuning in rhe counrry since the beginnrng
cl fte Fventieth cenluryt For example in 1945 abour 46,000 labourers
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migraaed from rhe Nor&ern Tciritories ro rhe sourh, and bv 1954. rhjs
?rnd ol .ed,ond '.1rg'o r.1 rrro \ed morp l-ar .r00,000l,bo rrerc ron rh(
Northern Terrirories (Abdulai, 1999).

The decline ln lhe cocoa industry in rhe 1970s and 19g0s resulcd in
a dramadc fall in this kind of seasonal migration As a result ol rhe fall in
demand lor seasona] labour on cocoa farms. most ol lhe seasonal migGnts
lrom the North lound emp1o1-rnenr either in the rnfonnal sectors of the
urban c€nues orplanlxrions in neighboudng countries such as C6te d,Ivoire
and Togo (Abdulai, 1999).

Permanen! migrarion, on rhe orherhand, mosrly involves the movement
of lura1 drvelLers !o olher rural or urban arexs for long periods of time.
While in 1960 roughly 23 per cem ol rhe popularion could be c1ass1fied as
urban. ihe proportion is now over 35 per cent. Migration lrom rural areas
accou. red lor much o I rhis grorvth. especially in rhe I g 60s This was largely
due to the growfi o[indusrrial acliviries in lhe urban cenrres in the ]960s.
Thereafier, high rares o[ narura] increase in rhe urban popularion became a
srjrr..anl fa..or l, rb: rr."Lron.

While those $,rth skrlls and an adequare level of educarion move to
the national and regionai capiaals. rhe less educated ha\,.e conrinued ro
nor.e insread to rhe nining and cocoa growing areas According to lhe
1960 cemus, the NorLhem, Upper and \bha r€gions recorded net losses of
enumeraled nati\,.e bom ol 157.000 and 95.000 respectjvely, while Ashanri,
(;reater Accra and Brong Ahafo rmported almosr lOO,000 peopte each.
The 1984 census repol, however, revesls thar Northem neglor,, Crerrer
lLLra a_J B o rg Al rlo re o ded net r', reasp. In the . .\rr, ) ot the rorrl
population, while rhe resr o[ the regions experienced declines euire signif_
icant is Greater Accra's share ol rhe total populaLion, which increased lrom
7.3 per ceni in 1960 to 10 per cenr jn t97O and luiher Lo 11.6 per cent in
1984.

According ro Abdul-Korah (2006). rhe 1980s marked rhe beginning ol
I .g''[.r . ,h i rn rhe pr ".r ot D,jg,r,ba rrgra.,. n.o.o, rh,rn G\,ra
lnstead of rhe mining centres of Obuasi (Asanre Region) and presrea and
TIl,rv, \\".rp-r P'Bon r..pe(.i\. r n-,r1 D,gaabr m. a*L \on.ir
have been migraring to predominantiy agricultural areas in the Bono_Ahafo
Region when Lhey either losr rheir job or retired. The Dagaaba of the
U.per wc-t rrg o_ \"r" r t1" "6 

.o rhe .oLu ) rr p,r o Llnd i,r in \"-ou<
capacities since rhe pre colonial peiod. However. sjnce rhe annexation
ol the Norrhern Terririories (NTs) ro rhe Gold Coasr colony in 1901, fie
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nalure and paltern ol DaBaabi migralion ro sourhern Ghana changed ancl
confnues ro change. Like all people of rhe rhen NTs, rhe Brlrish colonia]
state required the Dagaaba ro conrdbute rhefu labour porver ro colonial
pursuils in rhe mines, planrarions and olhers€crors olLhe colonial econon1y
'nrin.\ :nrlrciou'\".r"nd.. 

".,"lrcgron..,,rhe ., n,1
In response to this policy, rhe first batch ol srare-sponsored recruired

Iabourers frorn rhe rhen No(h Western pro\,'rnce \iras senr io the mlnes ar
Tarkwa in 1909. Thus, while colonial policies lorced rhe firsr generarion
ol Dagaaba migranis ro misrale, orhers, especially afrer rhe abolirion ol
forced labour in Lhe Gold Coasr in 1936, mi$ared to lhe sourh without
lorce or coercion. Abdul Korah (2006) poslrs rhat unlike rheir predecessors
rvho migrared Lo lhe sourh lor a diller€n! set of complex reasons. lhe
arass moveil]enr of Dagaaba nigrants ro dre Bono,Ahafo Region since rhe
i980s r's mainly due to cond(ions internal ro their communiries-ecological
. 'rd.t'or, . r 'he \o .h !\("r" t-ovirrF Ufpe. W.cr B"g^r v \r.h
began to lisibly.leienoraLe in the 1970s.

4. Main Determinants of Internal and International
Migration in Ghana
A range ol individual, hoLrs€hold. cornmuniry and narional lacrors
\nfluence migrarron. The h\gh popularior gror,fi rare jn Ghana .n ithin the
last rhree decades has generally increased rhe domesric supply ol labour,
en.l in arcas likc rhe Upper Easr Region, put pressure on the evailable
. ul.rv"b F 

"ncl. .Lercb. .-,u. ,gr1g rnrg-"rio. .aod, l,i, tooot qr,,l-.-
lactor rhar has inlluenced rural-urban migralion in the coumry is the
macro-economic environmen!. Through urban_biased policies, the tems
ol rrade were turned againsr agdculturc and the rural areas. contriburins
to wide rural-urban income dillerenria]s. Urbanbias policies rvhlcl tnctucll
orer-ralueo ercca gc .- e. tno. .ul- p-ole.. on "r d Lhe. p fooJ pc r. ie.
discriminated againsr agricuhlrre in particular anal rural areas in eeneral
le.e , t.r", s'pDtpj.ec ,,rrn pr c,"rJ ru.,ltr.. me. erL^ur,gt-gJ

shLlt ot labour oul ol agricuhural producrlon and a srbseq.,ent inirei.e
in rurel-urban migralion. However, macro,econonic and sector -specific
policy.relorms iniriated in 19Bl conrribured ro improvrng rhe domesric
terms oltrade in favour o[rhe rurel secior, rhereby encouraging urban rural
migration Rural urban ftigralion in rhe .ountry has been largely inducecl
by the expectarion ofhigher wates in the desrination region and is emirelv
.on'l)lenl u lh In. on r. ple ol (.o . oa o.t\e Jovr,.-gc



A HISTOR]CAL PERSPECTI\TE OT MIGMIION IROM AND TO 
'}I{NA

Ewusi (1986) lound tha! depresscd social condirions ai rhe place of
origln is one ol the compelLing motivarions lor rural people ro migrare.
However, orce they decide to nligraie, individual migrants base rheit
choice of destinarion p manly on rhe economic opporLunities avatlable ar
that end. in oiher words, rhe social condirions prevaiiing at their place ol
origin act as a push factor while the economic opportuniries available in
a particulxr torrn acr as rhe pull lactor arrracting migrams ro thar localiry
flohnson 1974). On€ survey o[ imernal migration and urbanisarion in
Ghana revealed that over 80 per cenr of the respondems gave economic
reasons for migraring lrom rheir previous locarlons, suggesring thar income
dillerentials contribu re significamly ro intema] migraiionin thecoun!ry The
patt€rn olintemal migration in rhe country has also beeninfluenced by rhe
surk diferences in rhe 1evels ol poverty between norrh and sourh, as well
as their r€spectjve capacilies !o respond to new economic opportunities.

The pattern of socio,economic developrnem in Ghana has created rhree
distinct geographic idemiiies. These are Lhe coastal zone dominaLed by
Accra-Tema and Sekondi Takoradi:a middLe zone wirh Kumasi as irscenlre:
and the northem savannah zone wirh Tamale as rhe core. The coaslal zone.
as Lhe mosr indusrdahsed and urbanEed area in the counrry has been the
locus ofinternal mrgrarion since the beginning of lhe lxsr cenlury Wirh the
opening oI Takoradi as a deep,sea porr in 1927, SekondiTakoradi became
another point olerrracrion lor migranrs in addtion ro Accra along the coasi.
In the 1960s, rhe.le\.elopmem olTema porr and rownship shifred rhe Iocus
ol migration back to the Accra-Tema merropolilan area The middle zone,
\\ith ils forest, mining and agriculural porential, was rhe centre of lhe old
Ashanf Empire With its narura] endowmenr, the middle beh became an
area ol rapid socio economic development in rhe 1q80s. Kumasi, rhe
capital of lhe Ashantl region, became a dominant cenue in the coumry and
became rhe locus of migrarion fuom the savannah belr (Nabila, 1986).

AccountLng for abour halfthe land area o[Ghana, the nonhem savannah
zone has, until quire recenrly, been a ner ou! migrarion area. Wirh irs
seasonal rainfall and absence ol anv large scale induslrial acriviries, and
general neglecr, rhc area has pror,ided labour lor rhe cocoa and the mining
industries in rhe middle zone as s.ell as ro rhe developed coastal zone.
The relative alfluence ol the coasral zone and the middle beh created focai
points for migration. firs! wirhin the couniry and subsequentiy ourside rhe
country The rapid expansion o[ lhe economy in rhe I96Os a]so pro\.rded
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impelus lor lnternarionaL migrarion, lnltially ro pursue fu hcr educarion in
most cases (Nabila. I986).

Besides wage dlfferemials, rhe disproporiionare oppo unirjes for
development and welfare in rolvns ha\.e nrade rhem relarivelv more
?Ltractive. This has included tnvesh€nt in producrive enterprises such as
lactories al1dinveslmenL in infuasrmcture such as \r.arer supplies or medical
servrces. This and meny acrions by rhe govemmen! ro make urban areas
morc altraclive have encouraged rural-urban mtgrarion (Ewusi, 1986). As
in many otherAlrican counrdes. mosr oI the posr-independence jnveslmeni
in projects outside agricuhure were pa o[ rhe Lhen govemment] indus[i
alisarion strategy Mosr ol the public corporalions established ro creale
emplofnen! were sir€d in urban areas. and as such artracred labour lrom
the rural areas. For example, rhe Grearer Accre Region, which is the mosr
urbanised rcgion in the counrry recorded a populaoon growlh rarc o15.6
per cent between 1960 and 1970, whl1e rhe naLional average \ras 2.4 per
cent. Ho$ever, a 1960 sampLe suryey showed rhar the region had rhe least
nalural increas€. indicaring rhar a large proponion ol the growrh of the
population in 1970 was due ro migrarion lrom orher areas (Abdulai, 1999)

Relative to lhe sharc olrhe secror tn ihe eniire economy (onaverage abour
5l perc€nt ofGDPbetr-een 1980 91), budgerarl aLlocarion ro rhe agricui
Luml sector was Parlicularl), Lo$r For inslance, il1 sp1!e o[ lhe governmenr!
pledge to increase suppofl io rhe seclor, budgerary allocarion to rhe agricul
lural scctor declined from l0 4 per cenr in 1983, ro as low as an average of
about 4 per cenl per annum in 1986- 90. Other direc! urban-biased policics
su ch as minimum wage leglslalion were also implemenred to pror€ct the
inlerest o[ organised urban €mp]oyees. These minimum wage rares. which
in some cases rvere put above the market clearing wage rate, further
reinlorced rural urben wage dillerenrials, thus encouraging rural urban
migration (Abdulai, 1999)

An addirionaL lactor rhar has encouraged increascd imer,secrodal labour
movement is the decline in the costs of transportation and communj-
cation. The extension o[ th€ road ner$,ork imo nrral areas has sig|rificanrly
decre$ed the cosr of movement of people In many cases migranls arc.1olu.9erl.,eJ'\ r't r' LnI ovn dc.rtr.-rron..r t")J'. ol r e np..recl
commtnication sysLems The easier movemenL back and lorrh lrom rurai
and urban areas serves to improve infonnalion and as such lowers rhc risks
ol movemen!, rhereby increasing rhe chances ofrurallesidents locaringjobs
in the urban centres (Abdu1ai. 1999).
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Beals and Menezes (1970) have shotn how reduced transporr costs
between the sourhem and rhe no{hern parrs of Ghana accelerared the
North-Sourh migrarion in rhe lare 1960s and lg70s. De Grafr Johnson
(1974) also showed rhal rhe number o[ migranrs berween Gr€arer Accra
and each olthe remainlng regions in rhe country is inversely proporlional ro
the distance between rhem This suggests 1er disrance bet*een the source
and rhe desrinarion and by implicalion transport cosrs have inllucnced !he
inllow ol migrants from rhe other regions into Greater Accra Nfeanwhile a

study of migration lrom the Upper East region showed rhat migrarion in
the late 1980s was hking around half o[ atl r-orking age males. and 15 per
cent o[working age lemales to southern Ghana lor periods o[ at leasr a year
.a'evc i rl. lool' l- \\o-d B,ir ' \o..e< ot rhe poor Repor on Gl-rnr
argues tha! urban and rural voung people leel rh€y have no choice bur ro
Icar.e home in search of \r-ork, since successful generarion ofremiltances is
likely ro make the dillerence berween lood security and a lack olir for lheir
familles (Kunlaa, 1999).

In addilion ro the lacrors discussed above, lemi]y orienred issues have
also conrribur€d ro migratlon. Women migrare to join rheir husbands. A
nationwide surve) conducted by the Ghana Statisrical Service in 1995
revealed thar as much as 64 per cen! ol the rxral urban migranrs moved to
join &eir fnmilies. Similarly, dara lrom rhe Ghana Li\,jng Srandards SuNey
o loo//Ld.howoOp,..(r.ol-rg.,jr t,rcDo.l gmr- og.oroll-pr rmil)
reasons as the cAuse ol lheir migralion, with only 25 per cenr repofting
woll, re .o_:. I .e 'e.Lrlr, .l r:1cJ nonpver. re,J ro be i-tprl-et(( !. .l
caution: lor example, rhe GSS household samples included rnembers rvho
$rere at least seven years old, whilst rhe GLSS included all houehold
members over 15. In both cas€s, lhis means many dependenrs of parenrs
who migrated lor economic reasons ma), be classifred as having moved for
lamilv reasons. The barriers to inrernarional migrarions have alsoinlluenced
labour migralion and urbanisarion in the counLry

As rural drvellers find u increasingly difficuh ro migrare beyond the
borders of the counrry rhey are compelled ro settle in rhe urban areas,
provided the perceiv€d condilions are berrer than rhose ar rhe place of
origin (Abdulai, 1999).

As indicared earlier, policy reloms iniuaied in 1983 ahered rhe
domestic terms ol tride in lavour of the rural secro. This encouraged
reverse mlgralion, as urban drvellers rerurned to rhe farm. A survey by
the Ghana . SraLisrical Service published $,1rh rhe World BanL on currenr
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and prior €mploymeni lor over 8,000 indrviduals in Ghana r,:vcaled rhaL
among rndiljduals who have changed occupations during Lhe penod, Lhose
mo\,ing lron1 non-agriculLural Jobs into agricukural jobs outntLmber€d
Lhose moving in rhe opposrr€ drr€ction by a ralio ol rlvo,ro-one (Abdula1,
1999) These suney dara sugSesr a si3nilicanr reverse migrarion from urban
to rural areas alrer rhe relorm programme $.es iniiiated, a[hough not all
egrlcultnral occupations intply mral residencc nor do all non agricuhural
occupations imply urban resid€n.e A srud,v by OLi Boaleng er al. (1990)
usrng 1987-88 househoLd sun'ey daLa shoted rhat over 65 per cenL ol rhe
toral poplrlaiion thnt lell belorv a po!c$, line of abour US$165 per anmrm
were aL that rime brsed in rur-aL :r reas, lvhile 27 per cent were based Lnurban
areas excluding Accra.

^ fhe transition ol Ghana lrom rhc sta[rs ol a nlrr immigrarion collmr v ro
one oln€r emigraLion in lhe lllst lwo decades has been altributed Lo inrernaL
politlcal insLabihry economic mismanag€menr and external conditions
unlavollrabl€ to the Ghanaian economy (Rimmer, Lggj, peil, 1995) ft
runs counter !o thc usual transiLion oI counrrics fron ner emigratiotl to
neL immigration (Findlay Jones cr a] , 1998). Ho\lever, whilsr narionai
nismaragement and assoctated economic an.l polirical problerns provide.L
the 'push' lor this unusual nigration tratlsirion, rhe booming economjes of
neighbouring Alrjcan countries and in Europe also consriruted a ,pu1l, lor
migration (Anar1i, A\r.usabo Asare er al , 2000). tn eddirion, one imporLarr
iactor rclevanr in rhe Ghanaian coniext is rhe sex olrhe individral involved
in the migration phenomenon Societal norms and rraditions ofmost trjbes
(if not all) in Ghana are such lhrt rhcre is a bias in lavour ol men. and
discrimination agatnst \r.omen. ft is possible rhar lhis discrlminarion could
be rcllected in rhe migration dccision -making process, by making it mor€
d ,l lor "o l-.reh oz . ll.orgr L.,r lcr.. rgqc,r.
' $or' do mrg , uell . - n,. , An l,l Z00O

5. Key Gaps

Despire a considerable body ot meteial on migrarlon ra,ithln and lrom
Ghana, sone gaps remain in rhe lirerature and in public policy Firsr, ii
is clear rhar in terms ol recem srudies, more arrenlion has been paid to
inteniational migmrion rhan ro movemem within rhe counrry even rhouqh
rhi lJ"e- retr. r , irBr.n. d ,' Jro r. .lr o.. .r -r Jymo.. - e,.r or ri.
poorest sections ollh€ populaLion. The same isbroar.lly true olpolicytowards
migration which. as can be seen in the previous s.crjon. is overwhelmingly
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orienlated at prcsen! rolvards inrernational migranrs. Second, the parrern
o[ dil.ersjficarion of migration movemems appears ro apply not only to
international migrarion (in rerms o[ new countries of desrinarion) bur also
to internal migrarion, where rhere is some e\.idence thar rraditjonal pallems
oIrural-urban migralionand movement !o cocoa andcoffee planrarion areas
are breaking do\111. One interesrlng area ro explore is the exren! ro which
new lonns ofproduction in Ghana are generarjng new migration flows as
o-cx.nDle !\'rh, e.h I rf.r\.r>ol e^por. crup produ.-ton ut.l-

may be drawlng workers into areas producing pineapples and other expo
L oo) Mr r _: e. \ r l.'n .n'e.-Jl mi6olro.1. rh" no..rer o,h.ljr,,
in parLicular is clearly an imporran! phenomenon, but one lhat remajns
relatively poorly understood.

FinallX desplLe ihe interest ir has already generared, it is clear rher rhe
area of professional mobility remains a key issue lor policy makers in
Ghana, and here, there are a number oI wa),.s in whjch existing studies
coulEl be exrended. For example, ahhough there has been some work on
the movement olhealth prolessionals ou! ofrhe country and public policyta -e.p" d. to I )r. n.,erer'. r\erp reTr r, cope both to d rdlrsc r\c
dl ',11.r. etrc.rs ol p o'.)stond nob.l.l) ofdo.ro - and n r.re. o* -redicr
and health rraining and labour markers wirhin the coun!ry There is elso
value in exploring the exren! ol professional mobiliry in other occupationa)
categories, as \r'ell as examinitu rhe linkberween the avaiiability and qualiry
ol hrgher educarion in Ghana and professionaL mobility in search of such
trarning.

6. Conclusion
This anicle has demonsrrared that migration is a way oflile jn Wes! Alrica
and that, the reason \\,hy people migrate are notslailc Themovements from
the sub-region ro orher parrs of Alrica and ou*ide have been shaped by
histoncal, polirical, d€mographic, ecological and economic factors. Amon;
Ghanaians, migralion is a \r'ay of lile and ir continues !o be a sjgnifrcan!
demographic leature olrhe populalion. Ir has evolved from the pre_colonial
era when there were no disrincr nsrional boundaries through the colonial
era to lhe present day. In \iew of this, there was no distinctjon between
intemal and internarional migratjon. During rhat pedod, migration was
inirially seen as popularion movemenr rn response ro needs llke rrading
activlties, lavourable ecological conditions. fertile lands lor agncullure,
food, shelter as well as greater securiay dLrring rhe period of rribal warlare
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The acdvllics o[ commercia] migrants coniinued lrom rhe pre,colonial era
to the early 1970s.

ln addition, the developmem of gold mines and cocoa larms durins
Lhe colonial adminlslrarion arrracled many migranrs. Labour migrants cami
trom a variety o[ne]ghbouring coumries in response Lo labour shortages in
rhe colony

The developmenr of colonia I policies acre.l as a push factor for people Lo
migrale from one area to anothe. Movemenls of people trom ouiside and
wirhin lhe coumry conrinued unabered durjng the posr independence era.
Political instability and bad governance whrch resulted in economic cnsis
ofan unprecedenred ma8nirude lrom the l96Os up ro rhe 1980s led many
G-hanaians to emigrale our oflhe counrry in search oljobs in neighbouring

-Wes! African counrries. Some Also moyed to malor clies in furope,Amenci
and Canada
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